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PREFACE

Education sector has 17 Centrally Sponsored Schemes. The
objective of these schemes is to bring about greater equality
through expansion of better educational facilities to the de-
prived sections of the society and improving the quality of
education. An attempt has been made to present a consolidated
pictﬁre of the financial progress and physical achievements
under various Centrally Sponsored Schemes of the Department of
Education.
2. I would like to thank the Officers of this Department deal-
ing with Centrally Sponsored schemes for extending their co-
operation for bringing out this publication. Contribution of the

Project staff of P&M Unit in bringing out the publication is

commendable.
(Bhaskar Chatterjee)
i ) Joint Secretary
New Delhi, Ministry of Human Resocurce
January, 1996 Development

Department of Education
Government of India
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Centrally Sponsored Schemes in the Education Sector

BRSSP S e b g gk A G S e s e B S M L G L M L N D M N A A

Background

Report of the Group of Officials on Centrally Sponsored
Schemes defined these schemes as schemes fully or partially
funded by the Centre and implemented by the States or State
agencies except those which fall in the Centre's sphere of re-
sponsibility i.e. in the Union list.

Until the Fourth Five Year Plan, central assistance to the
States for implementation of Plan programmes within the State's
jurisdictioh was given in the form of scheme-wise allocation of
funds. This resulted in rigidities and inefficiencies in the
system and inequitable distribution of central assistance. The
matter was raised in several meetings of National Development
Council (NDC). On the basis of discussions in NDC, the concept
of block assistance in the State Plans was subsequently intro-
duced. However, it was felt by the Central Ministries and the
Planning Commission that scheme-wise assistance should be con-
tinued for a limited number of schemes. These schemes were clas-
sified as Centrally Sponsored Schemes (CSS}. National Developmwent
Council(NDC) while agreeing to the concept of €SS, suggested
limiting the total monetary value of CSS to 1/6th or 1/7th of
the quantum of central assistance to State Plans.

The Sixth Plan again witnessed an enlargement of €SS in
terms of number as well as guantum of assistance for finalising

such schemes. At the time of discussion of the Approach Paper to



the 7th Plan in July, 1984, some of the Chief Ministers sug-
gested a closer examination. An Expert Group under the chairman-
ship of Shri K.Ramamurthi went into the various issues relating
to Centrally Sponsored Schemes. The NDC while considering the
Ramamurthi report at its meeting held on the 8th and 9th Novem-
ber, 1985, resolved that a Committee of NDC should be set up to
examine the various issues raised in the Report and report back
to NDC. Accordingly, NDC Committee under the chairmanship of
Shri P.V.Narasimha Rao the then Minister of Human Resource Devel-
opment was set up to (a) Review the criteria for taking up new
Centrally Sponsored Schemes; (b) review of the ceiling of 1/6th
or 1/7th of Central Plan assistance keeping in view the Plan
objectives of poverty alleviation and employment generation etc.;
{c) consultation mechanism for starting new CSS, {(d) examination
of CSS under implementation with a view to dropping or trans-
ferring of some of them with the modalities of transfer of the
funds invelved; and (e) suggesting a periodical review mechan-
ism of transferred schenes.

The NDC Committee (Narasimha Rao Committee) constituted a
Group of Officials, headed by Shri J.S.Baijal, the then Secre-
tary, Planning Commission, to work out the details regarding
retention or mode of transfer of CSS to State Plans. The Group
of Officials submitted its report to the NDC Committee on April
13, 1987. The NDC in the 43rd meeting held on December 23-24,
1991 approved the recommendations of the NDC Committee which
involved transfer of 113 Centrally Sponsored Schemes to the
States. Finally 68 Centrally Sponsored Schemes out of. 113 Cen-

trally Sponsored Schemes were transferred to the States.



Centrally Sponsored Schemes in Education

Centrally Sponsored Schemes in education sector fall in the
following threee categories:

i) Bringing about greater eguality through expansion

of better educational facilities to the deprived
sections of the society;

ii) Improvement of the quality in education and;

iii}) Involvement of voluntary agencies.

When the Eighth Five Year Plan proposals were being formu-
lated, the views of the Planning Commission were that ongoing
centrally sponsored schemes would ordinarily be terminated
except where specific justification for continuance as central-
ly sponsored schemes was forthcoming. Planning Commission classi-
fied Centrally Sponsored Schemes into two lists.

rList I1: Comprising schemes which should continue

in the Eighth Plan as Centrally Sponsored
schemes - these are related to national
goals and having a national character on
account of which it is important to fund
and monitor them from the Centre.

List II: oOther schemes which could be transferred

to the States.

The schemes started by the Department of Education fell into
the category of List No.I and none of them was considered neces-

sary to be transferred to the States.



The Department of Education, at present, implements 17 Cen-
trally Sponsored schemes. Financial assistance released to the
States and the physical achievements made are indicated in the

Tables that follow:-

Financial Releases

Tables 1 to 11 indicate financial releases made under the
various Centrally Sponscred Schemes. It can be seen from Table 6
that during the Seventh Plan (1985-90) an amount of Rs.1248.80
crore was released to the States/Union Territories under differ-
ent Centrally Sponsored Schemes. The amounts released during
aAnnual Plans of 1990-91 and 1991-92 were Rs.363.95 crore and
Rs.382.11 cfore respectively. During the first three years of
Eighth Plan i.e. 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95, the amounts re-
leased were Rs.503.60 crore, Rs.664.69 crore and Rs.747.70 crore
respectively.
Physical Achievements
Operation Blackboard

The scheme of Operation Blackboard, started in 1987-88 to
bring about substantial improvement in physical facilities in
primary schools with the aim of improving retention has three

inter-dependent components, namely;

(i) Atleast two reasonably large all weather
rooms along with separate toilet facilities
for boys and girils;
(ii) Atleast two teachers and as far as possible one

of them a woman; and



(iii)Essential teaching and learning material inclu-
ding blackboards, maps, charts, a small library,
toys and games and some equipment for work
experience.

Table 12 shows that teaching learning equipments were sup-
plied to 5.23 lakh primary schools and 0.27 lakh upper primary
schools during the period 1987-88 to 1994-95. While additional
posts of teachers sanctiocned were 1.47 lakh, ocut of these 1.1i8
lakh were appointed The post of third teacher has been sanctioned
to 18990 primary schools. The number of classroom constructed
were 1.45 lakh.

2. Non-Formal Education:

Despite considerable expansion of formal education, the
achievement of UEE goals remain a distant dream as large group of
children remain outside the formal system due to various socio-
economic constraints. In order to reach this large segment of
marginalised children, the Govt. of India, Deptt. of Education
has been running, since 1979-80, a programme of non-formal
education for children of 6-14 age-group who have remained out-
side the formal system. These include dropouts of the formal
schools and others who are unable to attenad formal schools.
During 1994-95, there were 2.61 non-formal education centres in
the country ,2.30 lakh in State sector and about 31 thousand in

Voluntary sector. The State-wise details can be seen in table

13.



3. Teacher Education

The Centrally Sponsored Scheme of "Restructuring and Reor-
ganisation of Teacher Education"™ is being implemented since 1987-
88. Its main objectives are to impart suitable pre-service and
in-service training to school teachers so that they may compe-
tently discharge their role in the context of National Policy of
Education and to provide academic and resource support at the
grass root level for the success of various strategies and pro-
grammes being undertaken in the areas of elementary, secondary
and adult education. Under the scheme upto 19%4-95, 394 DIETs, 60
CTEs and 27 IASEs have been sanctioned. State-wise details are
given in table 14.

4. Lok Jumbish

An innovative project called "Lok Jumbish" : People's
Movement for Education for All: with assistance from Swedish
International Development Authroity (SIDA) has been undertaken in
Rajasthan. The basic objective of the project is to achieve
education for all by the year 2000 through people's mobilisation
and their participation. The Government of India approved the
first phase of the project for a period of two years, 1992-94, to
cover 25 blocks spread over several districts with an estimated
cost of Rs.18.00 crores to be shared by SIDA, GOI and Government
of Rajasthan in the ratio of 3:2:1. The first phase of the
project has concluded on 30th June, 1994.

During the first phase the target for project coverage was
achieved (25 blocks) and project interventions were made in

several components of primary education like teacher's training,



minimum levels of learning, opening of new schools, non-formal
ducation centres etc.

During the phase I 204 primary schools were opened; 144
priamry schools were upgraded; 339 posts of additional teachers
provided; 2120 schools were provided with equipment and teaching-
learning material; 650 NFE centres were opened; 30 training camps
for Master Trainerg and 198 camps for teachers were organised;
mobilisation of activities were undextaken in 1,096 willages; 50
field centres were opened and 294 women groups were organised.

A Join Evaluation of the project by SIDA, GOI and GOR ex-
pressed satisfaction with the initiatives undertaken in the
project and recommended its extension and continuance. Proposal
for continuation of Lok Jumbish Phase II during the pericd 1994-
97 has recently been approved with an outlay of Rs.80 crores to

be shared in ratio 3:2:1 by SIDA, GOI and GOR.
5. Vocational Education

Schemes of 'Vocationalisation of Higher Secondary Education'
was introduced with effect from February 1988. The main objec-
tives of the scheme are to enhance ' individual employability,
reduce the mismatch between the demand and supply of skilled
manpower and provide an alternative for those pursuing higher
education without particular interest or purpose. Upto 1994-95
vocational courses have been introduced in 6317 higher secondary
schools by having opened 16,039 sections. Statewise details are

given in Table 15.



6. Bcience Education

The scheme of ‘'Improvement of Science Education' initiated
during 1987-88 aims at improving the quality of science education
and promoting scientific temper as envisaged in National Policy
on Education 1986. Accordingly, 100% assistance Jis provided to
the States/UTs for upgradation of science laboratories in Gov~
ernment and Government-aided secondary/higher secondary schools,
provision of science kits to upper primary schools, provision of
library assistance to secondary/higher secondAary schools and
training of science and mathematics teachers. Upto 1994-95, sci-
ence Kits were supplied to 79427 upper primar‘y schools, the sci-
ence laboratories of 35421 secondary/senior secondary schools
were upgraded, libraries of 35596 secondary/senior secondary
schools were equipped with science books and 197 district re-
source centres were set up. State-wise details are given in Table
1s.

7. Educational Technology

The scheme of ‘'Educational Tecknology' seeks to improve
utilisation of the media through Radio and Television for the
back-up of educational sector. Initia'ted in 1972 , it has under-
gone many changes over the years. The scheme seeks to provide the
entire cost of Radio-cum-Cassette Players (RCCPs) 1in primary
schools and 75% cost of colour television (CTV) in upper primary
schools to provide access to quality education. Upto 1994-95,
3.56 lakh RCCPs and 0.62 lakh CTVs have been supplied to the

schools., State-wise details can be seen in Table 17.



8. Computer Education

A pilot project on Computer Literacy and Studies in Schools
(CLASS) was initiated in 1984-85 in consultation with Department
of Electronics. The project aims at providing computer familiari-
ty to secondary/senior secondary level students.2798 schools have
been covered uptc 1994-95. The State-wise details are given in

Table 18.

9. Environmental Orientation to S8choel Education

The scheme started in 1988-89 aims at providing infusion of
environmental information and concepts in the general syllabus
and curriculum. The scheme initially catered to the requirements
of elementary sector was subsequently extnded to secondary and
senior secondary levels. Assistance is given to State Govern-
ments for reviewing syllabus and text books for providing envi-
ronment orientation. A major thrust under the scheme is to fund
NGOs for developing innovative methods and reading material for

school children in the field of environment.
10. Integrated Education for the Disabled Children {IEDC)

100% assistance is provided to the States/UTs/Voluntary
Organisations for providing necessary facilities to disabled
children in common schools, such as books and stationery allow-
ance, transport allowance, uniform alliowance, readers allowance,
equipment allowance, hostel charges etc. The scheme also
provides for meeting the cost of salary of special teachers;
setting up of resource rooms, carrying out of assessment of

disabled children, training of special teachers, removal of



architechtural barriers in schools and production of instructi

al material.
11. Promotion of Yoga

Under the scheme, financial assistance is provided for
training of teachers in yoga and for building the infrastructure
necessary for the purpose. In addition, institutions of all
india character are given assistance for maintenance as well as
developmental expenditure for promotion of basic research and/or
for teachers training programme in various aspects of yoga other
than the therapeutical aspect. Financial assistance to yoga
institutions for promotion of therapeutical aspect is being ex-
tended by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

12. Rural Functional Literacy Programme (RFLP)

Rural Functional Literacy Projects (RFLP) is one of the
oldest Schemes initiated right with the launching of the National
Adult Education Programme on 2nd October, 1978. It has been a
centre based programme. On the basis of findings and recommenda-
tions of evaluation studies and internal assessment, the scheme
of RFLP was re-organised and several structural changes were
made. Following the success of Total Literacy Campaigns, the
Centre based Programme has been closed down in almost all the
States/UTs w.e.f. April, 1991. The Expenditure Finance Commit-
tee, however, recommended the implementation of the revamped RFLP
Scheme from 1994-95 in Jammu and Kashnmir, North Eastern States,
border districts of Rajasthan and other difficult terrain, hilly
areas and isolated pockets. There is a providiion of Rs.6.00

crores for 1994-95 under the Scheme.

10



13. Pest Literacy and Continuing Education(PL&CE)

The scheme was launched through establishment of Jana
Shikshan Nilayams (JSNs) all over the country in a phased manner.
The obiective of the scheme is to provide opportunity of continu-
ing education to neo-literates to facilitate retention of their
literacy skills, enable the learners to continue their learning
beyond elementary literacy and to create scope for application

of their learning for improvement of their living conditions.

14. 8trengthening of Adainistrative Btructue in adult Edn.

Under the scheme, the States/UTs are bkheing assisted to
create necessary supportive administrative structures at State/UT
and district levels for implementation of Adult Education Pro-
grammes. While the central grant is meant to cover the entire
expenditure on items like POL, re-imbursement of medical expens-
es, office expenses, travelling expenses etc. are met by the
State Governments.

15. Appointment and Training of Hindi Teachers in Non-Hindi
Speaking States/UTs

With a view to assisting the non-Hindi speaking States/UTs
for promotion and propagation of Hindi in pursucance of the
provisions contained in Article 351 of the Constitution of India,
he Contral GCovernment had started, during the Second.Plan, the
schemes of (1} Appointment of Hindi teachers; and (ii)
Opening/Strengthening ¢of Hindi Teachers Training Colleges. Under
these schemes central assistance was provided to the non-Hindi

speaking States/UTs on 100% basis. These schemes were implement-

11



ed upto the Seventh Plan as two separate schemes. Since the
objectives of these schemes are similar, these have been merged
together into a single scheme entitled "Appointment and Training
of Hindi Teachers in non-Hindi speaking States/UTs" in the Eighth
Plan.
16. Financial Assistance for Promotion of Modern Indian Languages
and English Language

Financial Assistance 1is being provided to voluntary
organisations as well as individuals for brining out publications
as well as purchase of books with a view to promoting and propa-
gating Modern Indian Languages and English Language. Similarly,
voluntary organisations engaged in promotional activities in
various Modern Indian Languages and in English also receive
Central assistance. These are ongoing schemes and now being
administered by the CIIL, Mysore {(MIL portion) and by the CIEFL,
Hyderabad {English Language portion).
17. Appointment of Urdu Teachers

A scheme for appointment of Urdu Teachers and grant of
incentives for teaching and study of Urdu is under consideration

in consultation with the Plannin commission.

USR/REKHA/CSS /P&M

12



FINANCIAL PROGRESS



SEVENTH PLAN
(1985-90)
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EIGHTH PLAN
(1992-93 TO 1996-97)

PROGRESS FOR FIRST THREE YEARS
I.E. 1992-93, 1993-94 AND 1994-95
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