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PREFACL

‘ Sandalwood is an example of nature’s bounty and

the oil concealed in the inner core of its heart-wood is
another hidden treasure. India is one of the rare coun-
tries gifted with this fortune. The Indians have enjoy-
ed the love of nature and have taken the pearls in the
form of sandalwood oil as gift.

Amongst the various essential oils produced in In-
dia, oil of sandalwood has the highest contribution to
the foreign exchange earnings. A brochure on the
marketing of sandalwood and its oil in India was
brought out in 1961. The reception given to this publi-
cation was very much gratifying. It has long been
out of print and also in the meanwhile a lot of changes
in the marketing pattern of sandalwood oil have taken
place. The production as well as export of oil of san-
dalwood has declined significantly. This prompted the
study into the various aspects/problems concerned with
sandalwood oil and its trade.

In preparing this report, the aim has been to give
a complete picture of sandalwood oil industry and
trade, production-techniques followed in the country,
import and export, utilisation, rew developments and
related problems. The primary data and information
have been collected in detail by a systematic survey all
over the country and the secondary data have been
compiled from various publications and other sources.

The trade in sandalwood oil is facing a downward
trend at this stage. The production which was about

(vi)
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200 tonnes in the past, has dwindled to nearly 70 tonnes,
out of which India is in a position to utilise only 30 to
35 tonnes and the rest of it is baing exported to other
countries as a raw material for finished products like
perfumes etc. These perfumes fetch a handsome price
in comparison to the sandalwood oil. India is very much
rich in flora and fauna spread over {rom Kashmir to
Kanvakumari. available throughout the year which
still remains unexploited. A technique of blending and
developing certain perfumes ander un organised insti-
tution can prove a mint of foreign exchange. This will
further facilitate the opening of new industries to come
up and provide employment opportunities. A well-
planned organisation associating the traders, industry
and scientific institutions is essential and the same may
be considered on the pattern of Tea, Cofiee and Rubber
Boards. Such a set-up may also previde a base to look
into the various problems of production, planning and
processing to achieve overall development of these in-
dustries. Perhaps it will be in fitness of things to consti-
tute an Essential Oils Board at the National Level.

In preparation of this report. a number of people,
organisations and institutions have extended their co-
operation to whom our thanks are due. We are espe-
cially thankful to 8/Shrt V. Javappa. Director, Kar-
nataka Soaps & Detergents Ltd. and R. Venkatesan,
Chief Conservator of Forest, Bangalore who were kind
enough to furnish the valuable information. We are
also thankful to Dr. Nagarajan and his staff, Publica-
tion & Information Directorate Library, New Delhi,
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for providing library facilities and extending whole-
hearted support and co-operation.

This report was prepared by Shri R. J. Verma,
Dy. Agricultural Marketing Adviser with the Assis-
tance of Shri V. K. Mittal, Asstt. Marketing Ofhicer
under the guidance and supervision of Dr. G.R. Bhatia,
Joint Agricultural Marketing Adviser.

The Government of India should not be regard-
ed as assuming responsibility for any of the statements/
comments appearing in this report.

ATUL SINHA.
Agricultural Marketing Adviser to
the Govt. of India

Dated : July, 1984
Faridabad.



