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PREFACE

This report presents the results of a survey of
fairily planning knowledge and attitudes in vharwer digtrict,
Mysore State, Indig. The family planning survey was carricd
ot as a part of the demographic enquiry conducted in 1962 in
Dharwar town and 2C villages of Dharwar taluka. The general

denographic report ig being issued separately.

Dharwar has always been considered as the cultural and
“aeducational centre of the northern region of Mysore Stctes
An idea or progrsmme which strikes roots in vharwvar nay bve

puJ

expected to have a widespreed impact in this part cof the country-
It was, therefore, considered worthwhile to know, in the first
‘instence, how far the family plenning movement had made a

leeway in the Dherwar area. This survey could also be considersd
as a kind of base line study. If s similar enguiry could be
carried out in conjunction with a fertility survey, =s wes done
in this case after some lapse of tinle, say, five years, it could
provide & very .co0d megsure of the changes cGiliis cooul cver a
period of time. It could indicate the trends in fertility and
family planning, the wiowledge of which is so very necessary in

the context of econonic plenning undertaken by the countrye.

4t the time when this survey was conducted, practice of
famlily planning was noticed to be quite insignificsnt even in
Dharwar towns The attitudes could not be considered ag unfavoa-
rable, alﬁhough ¢ fairly large nwrber Qf respondenss vwere ¢t i
monent not quite serious in respect of tnis subject. The
proportion of persons not yiving a defirite number in reply tc
tiie question on ideal number of children, or tixe proportion of
persons who were not guite willing to learn gbout Temily
planning, was rather large. Yet, those who consilerew 3 or b

children ss the ideal number, or those who did nct report e

definite 'Yes' in reply to tlhe guestion whether the lest
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pregnancy was desired, or those who were willing to learn
about family planning, did not certainly constitute an insi-
gnificant proportion, more especially if it could be considered
that subjects like family planning always enlist only a small
number of supporters in the beginninge 3But these same ideas
may gain wide spread acceptance, once the initial headway is
irades I'amily planning is bheing rightly given greater emphasis
by the Governnent, and the Fourth Five Year Plan will have a
much larger provision than heretofore for this subjects
Although, therefore,y the results of the present survey are

not apparently quite encouraging, the subject may be expected
to receive from tile people a much wider and willineg response

in the future.

I must express my deep appreciation of the work done
by the field and tabulation staff, in carrying out this
projects I must also thank my colleagues on the research

staff who helped me with tlieir useful suggestionss

I hope this report along with the one on a similar
gnquiry in Shimoga district will zive a fairly good idea
about the level of family planning knowledge and practice

in Mysore Statee

vemographic Research Centre
Institute of wconomic Kesearch
Vidyagziri,

Dliarwar-l.
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