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PREFACE.

r——rl—

TWENTY years’ experience as a student, and some ten
years of teaching, bave led the author, rightly or wrongly,
to the conclusion, that there is Toom for another textbook
on the important and dificult subject of English Land Law.
The class of readers by whom, as it appears to him, such
a book is especially needed, consists of those students who,
either at the Universities or elsewhere, have to get up their
law without the attractions, or distractions, of professional
surroundings. But he ventures to think that there are
others to whom the book will be useful

Needless to say, the author has not endeavoured to
recommend his work by originality of views, nor by
criticism of accepted doctrines. Modern English Land Law
is a dogmatic system, which rests entirely on authority ;
and its contents are, with a few exceptions, free from
doubt.

Again, the author has not allowed himself to dwell upon
that most fascinating side of his subject, its history and
antiquities. To say nothing of the fact that his own special
topic demands all his ability, and all the space at his
disposal, it would be useless for him to attempt to do again
what has been so well done by Sir Kenelm Dighy, in his
Introduction to the History of the Law of Real Property.
Tt is, on the other hand, the author's hope, that his book
may serve as an useful appendage to Sir Keneclm Digby's
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vi PREFACE.

work ; and he ventures to think, that the student who
fairly masters hoth, will have a sound acquaintance with
the principles of the subjeet.

But, in preparing his book, the author has kept two
objects steadily in view. In the first place, he has en-
deavoured to state the resnlt of the authorities, rather than
the authorities themselves. To the student unfamilbiar
with the professional atmosphere, the language of statutes
and judicial decisions is apt to be a trifle bewildering.
And if, to the inevitable difficulties of the authorities, are
added the difficulties of the commentator, the student may
be forgiven if he sometimes despairs. In the following
pages, the author has tried to eombine authority and
commentary in clear language. No one can realize more
fully than himself the ambitious character of this attempt;
it must be for his readers to say whether, or rather, how far,
he has failed. But against one misapprehension, the author
must protest. To give the cssence and meaning, rather
than the words, of the authorities, is not to neglect the
authorities. HEvery statement in the text will be found to
he fortified by the citation of its appropriate authority.

In the second place, the author has endeavoured to make
each statement in his book appear precisely at the point at
which the student would paturally expect to find it. By
the practitioner, anything that savours of method is too
often regarded with suspicion; but the author hopes to be
able to convince even the practitioner, that it is easier, and
therefore speedier, to consult a book based on a logieal
arrangement, than a work in which a mass of information
is heaped up in the traditional style. And, whether he
succeed or not, it is his duty, as well as his pleasure, to
show the student the advantages of approaching a subject
on & well-considered plan, expressly designed to avoid
repetition and omisgion. That he has not lived up to his
ideal in this respect, the author is only too painfully aware.
But it has been some satisfaction to him to find, as the
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work has progressed, that the fragments of the puzzle have
seemed gradually to fit into one another.

It is the author’s grateful task to acknowledge the kind-
ness of those who have assisted him in his work. To his
friend Mr. J. E. Harman, B.A., of Lincoln's Inn, who has
spared time from his professional engagements to read the
whole of the proof-sheets, his warmest thanks are owing.
Although Mr. Harman takes, of course, no responsibility
for the correctness of the statements in the book, it is due
especially to him to say, that be considers the eoncluding
part of Chapter XXV (on the powers of trustess) to be
birelevant to the matter in hand. No doubt he is strietly
right; but the author hss, after much reflection, and
consultation with other’ friends, deeided that, while the
pages in question can hardly incomvenience any reader of
the book, they may be of considerable convenierice to the
readers for whom it is primarily intended.

Those who have some practical acquaintance with the
infinite mechanical difficulties of a work such as the present,
will readily extend to the auther their sympathy on the
subject of the somewhat formidable list of Errata, with
which it commences. That this list is not much longer, is
due largely to the kindness of Mr. T. W. Marchall, B.C.L,,
of Linecoln College, who, in addition to the labour of
preparing the Index, has voluntarily nndertaken the final
revision of the proof-sheets for the press.

Finally, the anthor desires to acknowledge the courtesy of
the Warden and Fellows of All Souls College, who have
accorded him exceptional privileges in the use of their
valuable library, during the preparation of his work.

Barttor COLLEGE ;
Aprit 3o, 18g9.
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[The author regrets that limils of space prodibit him from gquoting the

references to the Law Journal Reports, as well as to the Law Reports.

But,

as the date of each decision i3 given, the reader will hare no difficulty in turn-

ing tu the proper volume.]
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Vern. e wee .. Vernon (Chancery) ... viv v .. IBBI-I720
Ves. 8r. ... ... ... Vesey, Seninr (Chancery) T & 7 Ve 4 1113
Ves. Jr. ... ... ... Vesey, Junior (Cha.ncery) cii wee ... 17B7-1816

w.
W.BL ... ... ... 8ir William Blackstone (King's Bench) 1746-1%780
Wils, ... .. ... Wilson (Chansery} .. ... .. 1818-1819
W.R. ... .. .. Weekly Reporter cee eee aee eee ... 1853-1899
Y.
¥.B. ... .. ... Year Books (ed. of 1679) ... ... Edw, II-Hen, VIIL
Yelv. s wu- ... Yelverton (King's Beuch},,. ... ... ... 1603-1613

Digitized by Microsoff®



Page
55.
66.
79
81.
B2.

100,

193,

113,

115,

116.

118.

1232,

126.

127,

136.

181,

260,

376.

382.

B
EE

22z
k2

i
- =
(=%}
B

g noe s

=

ing 2.

=
=
o

tn

P Az222422A3 4222
oo P P

401. L. 5 from foot.

401.
408.

=2

ERRATA.

For ‘1Ir.R. 1’

f66a’
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¢ Aston”
‘8oz’
“188g’
f Plowden” (iwice) ,,

¢ Lenson ' .

‘Plowd.’ "
‘1655’ ”
‘96’ »
‘1002’ »
f3 Atk "
‘1620’ ”
‘f111’t ”
405" "
‘55’ »
1683’ .
t1680’ 1
‘only substantial ex- ,,
{ ception to therule’

fPadget’ '
Mar, .
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