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PREFACE

Artnarer the products of the plant swortd are of enoratos conmmeteial snportanee g it
frgely it the cverv-day Libe of all of e nevertheless 10 fas fitherto been tmpossible 10
chtain aon mexprensive Mustrated boaks written in Enghsb, antording s general sanim oy ol
tormtion coneetning the usetal plants of tic wortd and therr commercial ntilisation, Weorks

deading with <pecial groups are avail

found in the publications of our eronemic and seientific departiments at o ond o the
Colonies  This Iterature, however. s not readilv avadiable to very Targe momber of eigquirers
wio destre s comparatively briel acconnt of perliaps several naportant produece-. [Hustranons
af numy coonanuie piants, and ot the methods cmploved e ther eabtivation aod ot

Proparvation of ther prodoee. arne ecom mone e ==ible

Thne Worns's UCoantercian Probpt s present= this mbormation e Engdish lor i s
time, accemparnied byacweadtn of dhastrasions many ol which are entirely new. Foery eitart
L Been made to keep the back free Srom technreaiioes, andd tie plants e as tar as possible,
referred to by therr conimen names. althongh the <etentifie momies are usucdiv given o well
since they e often mdspensable i determinimg exactly the phangs referred tos The colanred
plates will often be of assbstiar ¢ i deproting seenes toowlhnele Gl justaee canmot be clone i
Cobbck sl w ot T bat il e sl tratiens e breenn plhetoaraphis s ad v e depsended apon
ar pertrav g Dathnlle the seenes they vepresent, Maps beove been added sl e
distribution of the vrinecipd cotivared pluc<s and ey nseil Tesoms ey b ddraay

from thent.

One ol the armihors Tias =pent some =38 vears e toe troggess o Cevlons the West Indies, amd
Wiest Afreas engaged inceonomnie: botaniead work, and mucl ot the matiey s deseriled from
prClunud koossledec, T elelitions the coprons Biterature velertod to below D Been tee s
dran apens cd spectad ackiowledgntents are done tathe publicattons ab the Roval Botare
Ourdens, Wew. the Bulletin of the Tmyporad Tnsttnte, e bl aoons Hl.ih- IFTRERY
Deparoment of Agvienltnre for the VWoest Indies the Agrenitar ol Fonmad of e Reovan Boraon
Gorden. Cevlony Str George Watt’s 7 Dictiomary o the Evonvanie Prodon s o bl
Soons U Enevelopiadne of At and Mot LewRowitsc i O e Rt
Coreendslos " Matorie Medheo” Woghis 7 Para Rubber ™ the Internationad sieaes oo

New U Do e s U WL Dty o the Flowermye Pt aod Fos-



PREFACE

Engler and Prantl’s *“ Dic Natiirlichen Pflanzenfamilien,” and last, but far from least, the

publications of the United States of America Department of Agriculture.

Great advantage has accrued from the co-operation of other workers. Dr. T. A,
Henry, F.C.S., has contributed the sections on Gums, Resins, Dyes, Tans, and Essential
Oils, Mr. C. E. Jones, BSe,, F.LS,, the section on Oils and Fats, and Mr. IE. H. Wilson
the sections on Fruits and Vegetables. The Timber article has had the benefit of Mr.

J. H. Badcock’s extensive practical knowledge of this subject.

Limitations of space have prevented every plant product being included, but care has been
taken to deal with the more important, and it is hoped that the specialist and the general

reader alike will find the WorLb's ComMuERCIAL ProODUCTS o useful possession.
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