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PREFACE

THE subject of the following book was suggested
to me by the Great War of 1914 which witnessed
rather sweeping changes in the European Law of
Nations. Some aspects of the study appeared in
The Modern Review for 1918 and The Common-
weal for 1919, The book is published with some
additions and alterations.

Though I am fully aware of the limitations of
¢ International Law’ in Ancient India, I have
chosen the title for reasons set forth in the Intro-
ductory Chapter, The period dealt with in the
survey extends up to A.D. 500 with occasional
references to conditions that obtained in later
times. [ have nearly finished collecting materials
for the history of Mediaeval Indian Diplomacy
which will be!a companion volume to this book.

My deepest obligations are due to Dr. F.'W.
Thomas, Librarian, India Office, London, for the
sympathetic interest he has evinced in the book
by reading it in manuscripts and to Rijatantra-
pravina Dr. B. N. Seal, Vice-Chancellor, Mysore
University, who kindly read the proofs with me



vi PREFACE

and offered valuable suggestions. My thanks are
also due to my brother, Mr. S. V. Venkateswara
Ayyar, M.A., University Professor of Indian
History, Mysore, for revising the proofs and to
my colleague, Mr. M. S. Srimivasa Sarma, M.A.,
for help in correcting the proofs and preparing
the Index.
S. V. V.
TRICHINOPOLY,
March, 1925,
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