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PREFACE

THIS small book is intended as a com-
panion volume to The Origin of Magic
and Religion. Its aim is to tell, as simply
and clearly as possible, the story of the origin
and development of civilization and of the
spread of culture throughout the world. It
may seemn impossible to achieve this task
adequately within the limits of a book of this
size, but as knowledge increases the historical
process becomes relatively simple, and there
emerge certain broad general principles which
characterize its workings. At present there is
a tendency to pay attention to the various
products of the historical process, and to ignore
the process itself. The story of civilization
can well be told without names of kings or
warriors, except as illustrations of the working
of general “laws ” ; and the discovery of these
laws should be the main preoccupation of the
historian, Although this book may perhaps
contain errors of detail, the general principles
enunciated init are, I am sure, valid, and capable
of universal application without serious modifi-
cation.

Much of the material for this book has been
drawn from my works on The Megalithic
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vi THE GROWTH OF CIVILIZATION

Culture of Indonesia and The Children of the
Sun, but I have also used, especially in the
later chapters, evidence not mentioned in those
works. Anyone who is dissatisfied with my
arguments on the ground that they are not
sufficiently supported by facts is referred to the
works just mentioned.

I am much indebted to Professor Elliot
Smith of University College, London, to Pro-
fessor G. Unwin of Manchester University, and
to Miss W, M, Crompton of the Manchester
Museum for much advice and help. I must also
express my deep indebtedness to the Librarian
of the Christie Library of Manchester Univer-
sity, and to his assistants, for the constant
and devoted help that they have given me
while at Manchester. It is a real pleasure to
work in co-operation with such a staff.

MANCHESTER W. J. PERRY
June 28, 1923
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THE
GROWTH OF CIVILIZATION

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

T is long since biologists have definitely
I given up the idea of spontaneous genera-

tion. While they recognize the fact that
certain organisms may, for some unknown
reasons, become modified, and give rise to new
species, yet they are profoundly convinced of
the essential unity of all living organisms.
Even when they are unable to demonstrate
continuity they postulate it, and it is universaily
agreed that every living organism is related,
ultimately, to every other,

For many years now it has been assumed,
tacitly or avowedly, that the human mind
works differently ; that it is capable of generat-
ing culture wholesale in spontaneous response
to the actions of the environment, instead of
proceeding by slow and painful steps from one
stage to another. The great civilizations are
often assumed to be independent products of
development in isolation. We speak, for in-
stance, of the civilization of Mexico, of China,
of India, and often mean something belonging
exclusively to the country in question,

1  §



2 THE GROWTH OF CIVILIZATION

The doctrine of spontaneous generation of
culture is, we are coming to see, false and mis-
leading. Far from spontaneous development
having taken place in all parts of the earth,
all that is known of the growth and spread of
culture goes to show that most communities
in any part of the world that have advanced
beyond the food-gathering stage of culture and
practise any of the fundamental arts and crafts
owe their cultural capital to some other com-
munity. This means, as in the case of
organized life in general, that every community
in the food-producing stage of culture is related
ultimately to every other community, by virtue
of its possession of a share in the civilization
that man has laboriously accumulated. This
does not mean that members of any community
may not invent some new thing. It simply
means that the probabilities against two
communities having independently come to
elaborate a culture that possesses, say, pottery-
making, weaving, and agriculture are so tre-
mendous that it can be assumed with confidence
that this has never taken place.

As in the case of biology, students are being
forced more and more to believe in continuity,
even where it cannot be demonstrated. Every
community, with of course one exception, owes
its culture to some other community ; hence if
the process be followed far enough we shall find
threads leading from all parts of the world to
one centre, the source and fount of civilization,
When a wide study of the facts is undertaken
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that is the conclusion to which the argument
inevitably leads, Civilization is a thing in
iteelf, with its own mode of development.
That is the fundamental theme of this book.

To understand the mode of origin and growth
of civilization it is necessary to take as wide
views as possible. Only in this way can the
idea of growth be appreciated. To help the
reader to seize this idea Sketch Map No. 7
has been drawn. It bringsinto focus all stages of
development of culture and provides a graphic
expression of the historical process as a whole.

Civilization is not a stable product: it is
subject to periodic convulsions, such as we have
lately experienced ; and one of the most serious
tasks of the student of society is to determine
the causes that produce these convulsions. In
the past great societies have come to ruin, and
this process has been so widespread that it has
been assumed that some law of growth and
decay characterizes all social organisms. I
have tried in this book to show that this is not
the case, but that, when warfare is studied
scientifically like any other social institution,
it can be shown that mankind has undergone
an education in organized violent behaviour.
In its earliest stages human society was peace-
ful ; warfare has developed as an accidental
excrescence, Warfare has grown like a para-
sitic plant, until it now threatens to destroy
the host on which it lives. If this book helps
to turn men’s minds seriously to the considera-
tion of this topic I shall be well rewarded.



CHAPTER II

THE FOOD-GATHERING STAGE OF
CULTURE

E world is tenanted by peoples in
various stages of culture. At one end
of the scale are societies, such as our

own, with all the resources of civilization, with
innumerable means of overcoming time and
space, and of living a life of infinite complexity.
At the other end of the scale are those that
have made practically no progress in the arts
and crafts, who still wander about seeking their
food where they may get it. Such conditions
gtill hold in the outlying parts of the earth, in
the jungles of southern India, in the wilds of
America, in southern Africa, and in other places.
Between these two extremes there range a
great number of communities whose culture
forms a scale merging into that of either end.
In any attempt to understand the nature of
civilization it is imperative to include all stages
of development in the survey.

The fundamental problem confronting any
student of the growth of civilization is to
explain two facts. It is evident that, at some
remote age in the past, the whole world was
occupied solely by peoples in the food-gathering
stage of culture, who had not begun to cultivate

4



FOOD-GATHERING CULTURE STAGE 5

food for themselves, or to domesticate animals
in order to eat their flesh or to use their milk.
We have to discover how and why it happened
that, after an unknown time lived in this stage
of culture, a period that must certainly have
ranged over many thousands of years, men
discovered how to cultivate food-plants and to
breed food-animals, and thus entered the food-
producing stage of culture. That is the first
problem. The second is to explain why certain
communities have not even yet made this step.
In any scheme of development these food-
gathering peoples cannot be ignored; they
must form a permanent background for the
drama of civilization, & control for all our
reasoning about the manner in which man
invented the arts and crafts and elaborated his
different institutions. 1t is just as important
to understand why certain peoples have not
made any steps towards food-production as to
understand why others have made the step.
The one problem is the complement of the other.

It is natural to ask at once, What is the
connexion between the existing food-gatherers
and those of the days before food-production
began ! Is it found that the culture of these
lowly peoples throws any light on the manner
in which the first advances were made towards
civilization ? Such a comparison can only be
made on the basis of the material arts and
crafts, for we naturally know nothing whatever,
except by inference, of other aspects of the lives
of the earliest inhabitants, say, of Europe,
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When we try to compare the food-gatherers
that still live on the earth with those which have
long disappeared there is but little available
evidence ; for, curiously enough, the only food-
gatherers who have left remains enough to
enable us to study the development of their
culture have been those who lived round the
Mediterranean thousands of years ago. The food-
gatherers of other parts of the world, with certain
exceptions shortly to be mentioned, have left
practically no trace of their history behind them.

We do not know, of course, how long the food-
gatherers of Asia and other continents have
lived in their present habitats. But there is
good reason to believe that they represent, for all
practical purposes, the earliest human occupants
of the countries where they are found.

For the convenience of the reader a list is
appended of the chief food-gathering peoples :

Africa. . Asia.

Negrito. Veddas of Ceylon.

Bushmen. Pre-Dravidian tribes of southerm India.
Semang and Sakai of Malay Peninsula.
Andamanese,
Kubu of Sumatra.
Punan of Borneo.
Tribe in Aru Islands.
Negritos of the Philippine Islands.

Oceania. America.
Australians. Eskimo.
Tasmanians Déné of Mackenzie Basin.
(now extinct). Beothuk of Newfoundland (extinct).
Paiute of Utah.
Californian tribes.
Tribes of Tierra del Fuego.
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Certain of the Siberian tribes, such as the
Samoyedes and Ostiak, who live by keeping
reindeer, approximate closely to these tribes
in culture, and can, for all practical purposes,
be included among them (1).

Some of these peoples are Jow in the
physical scale. For instance, the Negrito of
Africa, the Semang of the Malay Peninsula, the
Andamanese, the Negritos of the Philippines
are all of the dwarf negro race, and certainly
are the earliest known human occupants of the
countries in which they live. The Australians
represent an even more primitive stock. There-
fore it can truly be said that an early type of
homo sapiens, primitive enough for the present
argument, still exists on the earth.

With one or two exceptions none of these
peoples show any trace of development of arts
and crafts. In some cases, of course, they have
been influenced by neighbouring food-producing
tribes. But when these known influences are
subtracted, the only conclusion warranted by the
facts is that these peoples have stagnated,
culturally speaking, for untold thousands of
years. It is only in the neighbourhood of the
Mediterranean that any development of culture
among food-gatherers can be witnessed. This
is important, for, as will be shown in the next
chapter, there is every reason to belicve that
practically the whole of civilization has been
elaborated in that region. This focuses the
argument upon a definite spot. Hence, when
thinking of the development of civilization
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from its very beginnings, we shall only have to
think of one region of the earth, and shall not
have to range far and wide for facts.

The exceptions to the rule that none of the
food-gatherers have any cultural link with the
past are the Bushmen of Africa, the Eskimo of
North America and Greenland, and the Aus-
tralians and Tasmanians. It has been urged
by Professor Sollas, in his work on Ancient
Hunters and their Modern Representatives, that
these tribes have in their culture elements in
common with that of the early people of Europe.
Apart from them, traces are lacking in the
outlying parts of the earth of a development
parallel to that of the food-gatherers of pre-
historic times in the basin of the Mediterranean.

It is possible to study the activities of the
food-gatherers of Europe, because they pos-
sessed a developed industry in stone, chiefly
flint and chert, which they chipped into various
implements, From the study of the different
geological strata in which these remains are
found, and of the animals whose bones are
found together with these stone artifacts, it
is possible to gain much knowledge of how
these early men lived. They lived in Europe,
chiefly France, Spain, Germany, and Austria ;
in North Africa, Egypt, Arabia, Syria, and
Pheenicia ; and, in the early stages, their in-
dustry ranged to South Africa and to India (2).

This Stone Age can be divided into two
definite stages, corresponding to the type of
‘man who lived in them. In the first stage,
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which Professor Elliot Smith would have us
call the Pal®oanthropic stage, the stage of the
Old Men, the modern type of man had not yet
appeared. He came on the scene in the next
stage, which the same authority would call
Neoanthropic, that of the New Men., These
two stages can also be distinguished as the
Lower and Upper Palaolithic Ages, the word
Paleolithic meaning Old Stone.

From time to time archaeologists, in France
particularly, have discovered sites where imple-
ments made by men of the Old Stone Age
have been made or left behind for some
reason or other. It sometimes has happened
that the discovery has revealed an entirely
new form of stone-working, and this newly
found phase of culture has usually been named
after the place where typical specimens of the
industry were first brought to light. Thus the
Lower, or earlier, division of the Old Stone
Age is divided into the pre-Chellean, Chellean,
Acheulean, and Mousterian periods, all of these
names, except the first, being derived from
places in France where typical remains were
found. In like manner the later, or Upper,
period of the Old Stone Age is divided into
Aurignacian, Solutrean, and Magdalenian
phases. Then comes a stage called Azilian,
which marks a transition to the food-producing
stage of culture. In northern Europe the
Azilian developed into the Maglemosian and
Tardenoisian phbases of culture; or perhaps
it would be less inexact to say the Azilian and
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the Maglemosian cultures were the two expres-
sions in southern and northern Xurope of a
borrowed phase of culture. At the end of this
phase we find Europe occupied by peoples in
the full food-producing stage of culture.

As has been asserted already, the great
development of the culture of the Old Stone
Age is confined to a relatively restricted part
of the earth’s surface. This area becomes
further restricted as time goes on. For instance,
implements of Chellean and Acheulean type, of
the early stage of the lower pal®olithic phase,
are found not only in England, France, Spain,
Ttaly, Russia, and Germany, but in Africa and
India. When we come to the Mousterian phase
the distribution is not so wide, it being mainly.
confined to Europe, North Africa, and western
Asia. Except southern Siberia and possibly
also Tasmania these implements have not
been found elsewhere. In the upper phase
of the Old Stone Age, the neoanthropic stage
of Elliot Smith, the restriction is still more
pronounced. The Awurignacian culture is
practically confined to the basin of the
Mediterranean, and especially to France and
Spain. It has not been detected anywhere
else in the world, with the apparent exception
of the Bushmen, who themselves came from
the northern parts of Africa, and therefore
do not really constitute an exception. The
early peoples of India, for instance, although
they had made stone implements of the earlier
types, never succeeded in making any of the
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later forms. Their industrial development
stopped short for some reason or other.

The Aurignacian culture had a wider dis-
tribution than the two phases that followed,
the Solutrean and Magdalenian. The Solu-
trean phase is unknown in the Mediterranean
basin, except in Egypt. The Magdalenian
phase, in like manner, is confined mainly to
France ; but, again, is identical in more than
one way with the industry of Egypt.

The industry of the people of the Old Stone
Age is notable. TIn the first place, the material
used was chiefly flint. In some cases chert or
quartzite were used, as in India; but this
seems primarily to have been due to the absence
of flint. What caused men to select flint in
the first instance is still a mystery. The stone
has certain obvious advantages, such as flaking
readily to give a good cutting edge. But it
is not the only stone that could so be used.
Obsidian, so plentiful in certain parts of the
world, could have been used, but it was not
brought into use until civilization was well
under way. The choice of flint is remarkable
when it is remembered that, in a later stage of
culture, the neolithic, or New Stone Age, as it
is termed, much use was made of hard, igneous
rocks for implements, which were made by
grinding the stone to a fine cutting edge. Why
is it that men went for so many thousands of
years without thinking of the adoption of this
other form of implement? It certainly is an
indication of the lack of inventiveness of
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mankind. It shows that an industry, once in
existence, will tend to persist until something
fresh comes to displace it.

The beginnings of the flint industry, in the
pre-Chellean and Chellean stages, consisted of
the chipping away of flakes from a nodule, so
as to provide a cutfing edge, the white crust,
or patina as it is called, being left behind to
form a grip. The result looks like an imple-
ment of everyday use, such as is now made
by the Seri Indians of California, something
useful for grubbing up roots, for severing
tendons, for cutting bark, and the like. Crude
scrapers and awls were also made in the early
phases of the industry.

This form of industry was not destined to
persist, for a fresh discovery was made, namely,
that the flakes struck off from the original core
could themselves be made useful in various ways.
In the Acheulean phase the so-called Levaliois
flake was invented. In the next phase the
original Chellean and pre-Chellean implements
disappeared for ever, and henceforth the flake
reigned supreme in stone industry. These
flakes were struck off, and then were chipped
to give an edge. They served many purposes,
for they included side-scrapers, cutters, points,
discs, awls, and blades, all of them obviously
intended for industries of the domestic kind.

The industry of the early phase of the Old
Stone Age was centred round stone of some
sort, principally flint; these people had never
thought of using bone or horn for any purpose.
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Their minds evidently revolved in g limited orbit,
for each phase of development is simply a modi-
fication of that which went before, some minor
discovery having been made, such, for instance,
as the use of flakes instead of the original core.
The people of the early phase of the Old
Stone Age knew of fire from very remote times,
but they did not begin to live in caves or under
rock-shelters until the Mousterian period.
Before that they had evidently wandered about
in the open, for their remains have been found
only in river-beds, and analogous places. It is
thought that the limestone caverns in which
the Mousterian and later peoples lived had not
yet been formed, or were not yet fit for habita-
tion, because the rivers that formed them had
not yet sufficiently dried up. However, in
Mousterian times, and in those that followed,
men lived in caves and under rock-shelters.
When the men of the later phase of the Old
Stone Age, who are certainly of the same
species as ourselves, came into Europe, they
brought with them a culture, the Aurignacian,
immensely in advance of that of their fore-
runners. Their stone industry was still that
of flint, and flakes were invariably used; so
in this respect they had profited by the dis-
coveries made by their forerunners. But they
had begun to use bone for various p ’
and had acquired a wonderful facility in
artistic expression, many examples of which
have already been discovered on the walls of
caves in France and Spain. Where this form of
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culture was elaborated we do not yet know, but
it reached its highest expression in France and
Spain. The flint industry of these people
betrays manifold traces of their activities, for
many new types appear, all of them fit for use
in sculpture and engraving. The minds of
these men were evidently bound up with their
cave art, with their sculpture, engraving, and
painting, and they had invented many tools of
flint to help them to express their ideas on the
walls and ceilings of the caves in which they
lived. Bone was used by these men for awls,
needles, spatule, and lance-points, as well as
for a tool which probably was intended to
straighten shafts of lances or arrows, if they
had any. The technique of flaking flint was
immensely superior to that of the preceding
phase, the Mousterian. No longer were small
semicircular flakes struck off, but parallel
flaking was adopted—a technique almost im-

ssible for us to reproduce, and a standing
witness to the skill of these early men.

Their art centred mainly round the wild
animals that they hunted for food. They
engraved, and then painted, on the walls and
ceilings of the caverns where they lived, not
in the entrance, but in deep, dark recesses,
pictures of the bison, wild boar, cave bear, deer,
and so on. It seems probable that this art
was concerned with the food supply, that the
representation of an animal desired for food
helped, in some way, in its capture. Some
such reason as this must be forthcoming to
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explain the localization of these paintings in
the depths of these caves.

These people also practised sculpture, depict-
ing boars and other animals that they chased ;
but, in addition, they made sculptures of
feminine form, with the maternal parts grossly
exaggerated (3). These people buried their
dead with certain ceremonial, surrounding the
body, which, from Aurignacian times onwards,
wag in a crouched position, with red ochre, and
often adorning it with necklaces of shells, bits
of bone, pebbles, and animals’ teeth and claws.

The Aurignacian stage of culture persisted
in Europe for a long time, and in many places
was succeeded directly by a food-producing
civilization. But in certain parts of Europe,
particularly in France and central Europe,
there appeared a phase of culture, called
Solutrean, almost devoid of art, but character-
ized by a wonderful technique in the making
of flint implements. Flakes were worked off
the surface by pressure so as to produce an
absolutely symmetrical effect, and thus were
made some wonderful tools shaped like laurel
and willow leaves, This Solutrean phase was
followed, in some parts of Europe, particularly
in France, by the Magdalenian phase, which
was closely similar to the Aurignacian, but
differed from it in possessing bone harpoons,
which appeared towards the middle of this
age. These harpoons show that the people
were largely interested in fishing. The flint
industry of the Magdalenian peoples was not
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on so high a plane as that of their predecessors,
the Aurignacian and Solutrean folk: their
flakes were just crude bits struck off from the
original core, with little attempt at a secondary
flaking to produce a fine edge.

Sketch Maps Nos. 1 and 2 show, roughly,
the distribution of the men of the Old Stone
Age in Britain and Europe, so far as it is known
at present. It is often thought that these
early men lived where they found supplies of
food ; but there is little to warrant this sup-
position. For instance, although early types
of stone implements have been found in South
Africa, yet their makers have not survived, in
spite of the fact that the region possessed,
until recently, abundance of game. Further,
the Bushmen only began to hunt the game of
this area when they were forced there by the
advancing Bantu, who came down from the
north-east. The Bushmen were always few in
number, and they must always, when uninter-
rupted, have had ample supplies of game to
hunt. In Europe and Asia it is found that the
remains of paleolithic man are not scattered
haphazard all over the country, but are confined
to a few relatively restricted spots. The same
spot on the Somme, for instance, at St. Acheul,
has been visited by palzolithic man from the
earliest times down to the end of the age. The
place inhabited by these successive races of
men was a flint workshop, and that, beyond
doubt, is why it was visited so constantly.
The successive occupations of the same site is
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characteristic of the Old Stone Age wherever
it is found, and these sites are invariably
sources of flint, chert, or quartzite, or else
localities with caves, usually of limestone, in
which the people could dwell. Sketch Map
No. 1 shows that the districts round Brandon
in Suffolk, round Dunstable, and in other parts
of the chalk region, where flint is to be found,
were thickly tenanted in those days; likewise
Sketch Map No. 2 shows that particular districts
of France and Spain, for instance the valleys
of the Somme, Marne, Seine, and Dordogne,
certain districts of the Pyrenees and of northern
Spain, were favoured; hence caves like that
of the Mas d’Azil in the department of Arriége
contain traces of successive occupations. The
men of the Old Stone Age in Europe had
become industrialized, and this had an important
effect on their selection of places for habitation.
It is, of course, open for anyone to claim that
implements of this age may yet be found in
quantities in places far from sources of flint,
chert, or quartzite (allowing for the possibility
of transference of implements from a {flint
locality to a chert locality, as has actually
happened in England, where flint implements
of Mousterian form have been found in a chert
district in Yorkshire along with chert imple-
ments), but the fact remains that no finds of
the kind have as yet been made in Europe, or
elsewhere. The food-gatherers of other parts
of the world, such as those of Ceylon, the
Malay Peninsula, and Borneo, do not seem to
2
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be tied down to any particular locality, any
more than were the Bushmen, except in so far
as each family group keeps to its own hunting
ground and does not trespass on those of the
others. They seem to wander about more or
less at will, seeking food here and there. But
throughout the regions where men made im-
plements relative fixation of settlement seems
to have been therule. In England, for instance,
stone implements are found in places with chalk
pits that yield flints, such as round Brandon
in Suffolk, Dunstable, on Salisbury Plain, in
the London boulder clay, and so forth. We
do not find them on granite formations, or on
the old red sandstone. In Palestine and
Pheenicia, again, we are told that the settle-
ments of men of the Old Stone Age were in-
variably situated near flint workshops, no impie-
ments having been found elsewhere (4). Egypt,
another important country in the Old Stone Age,
isrich in flint. In India, too, the late Mr. Bruce
Foote says definitely that pal®olithic implements
are found only on those geological formations
that yield quartzite and other stones that were
used for the manufacture of implements (5).
Social life, therefore, in the Old Stone Age,
seems to have moved from one source of raw
material to another, and therefore the problem
of determining the course of development of
this form of culture is relatively restricted in
nature. We know, more or less, where to seek
for our information; we must look to places
affording the raw materials used in this age.
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There are certain signs of intercourse in this
age. In some of the burials of France there are
shells that must have been brought from a
distance. In some cases these shells probably
came from another part of the country. But
one instance is more striking. In a cave near
Mentone there have been found, associated with
a burial of the Aurignacian period, cowrie
shells that must have come from the Indian
Ocean (6). These shells are eloquent witnesses
to intercourse of some sort or other in those
far-off days between widely separated parts of
the earth. Elliot Smith has shown, in his
work on The KHvolutton of the Dragon, why
these shells were used in such remote ages.
They were supposed to have life-giving powers,
It is fascinating to think of the men of those
early times carrying shells for such great
distances. They must indeed have valued
them highly to have gone to such trouble.

France and the East can be connected in yet
another way. It has already been remarked
that, while the earliest phases of the flint
industry were widespread, extending even to
South Africa and India, the later developments
were confined to the basin of the Mediterranean,
and, in Europe, particularly to France and
northern Spain. One other country seems to
share with France the honour of being the scene
of the most intense activity in paleeolithic
times, and that country is Egypt. From
Chellean to Magdalenian times it is possible to
parallel the industries of France and Egypt:
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and this comparison may indeed go still further
back than the Chellean period. Egypt possesses
ample stores of flint along the banks of the
Nile, and is well suited to be the home of people
who made implements of that stone. It is
remarkable that all stages of development
should be found in Egypt. Even the Solutrean,
which has but a limited range in Europe, and
is unknown in Syria and Palestine, as well as
in North Africa, is highly developed in that
country, the Egyptians having retained the
technique for their wonderful flint knives down
to the Twelfth Dynasty and later. The relations
between the Magdalenian cultures of Egypt and
France are also interesting ; for one important
feature of the pertod was the use of bone har-
ons, a natural practice in a community living

y the side of the Nile, but not so natural in
France and the Pyrences. These facts, when
associated with the use of cowrie in France,
with a shell brought from the Indian Ocean,
must certainly be borne seriously in mind when
thinking of the problem of the development of
the industry of the Old Stone Age. Moreover,
it must be noted that the technique of the flint
industry of Egypt is recognized as being superior
to that of surrounding countries. We are told
that, while the peoples of Syria, Palestine, and
North Africa made Aurignacian implements of
types similar to those of the Egyptians, they
never succeeded in equalling them in technique,
nor in making so many forms. And in regard
to the knives made by the Egyptians with a
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Solutrean technique, there can be no doubt of
their superiority over all similar products, This
is but one instance of a general theorem that
will be found to be of practically universal
application, namely, that the Egyptians in-
variably excelled all other ancient peoples in
their skill in the manipulation of raw materials.

Since in no other country, so far as is known
at present, has a development of the flint
industry been discovered comparable to that
of Egypt, France, and Spain, it seems certain
that it is to one or other, perhaps all, of them
that we must look for the scene of the various
inventions made during the Old Stone Age.
The possibilities of discovering alternative
sources of development are but few, Asia Minor,
North Africa, and Arabia being, perhaps, the
only countrieg left to us, and the facts do not
suggest that any of them will reveal a wealth
of implements such as has been found in Egypt.
Since there has been, we may presume, a con-
tinuous occupation in Egypt, it is possible that
the various inventions were made there, and pro-
pagated to Europe, along with the Mentone
cowrie shells, This would readily account for the
successive incursions of Aurignacian, Solutrean,
and Magdalenian cultures, and especially for
the bone harpoons of Magdalenian times. But
this is, of course, at the present, mere surmise.

The chronological difficulty that will spring
to the mind of some readers of the foregoing
paragraph will be found to Joom less prominently
when the facts are calmly investigated.



CHAPTER 11
THE ORIGIN OF CIVILIZATION

HILE the great development of stone
\;‘/ industry was taking place in Europe
the peoples of the rest of the world
were, it seems certain, living lives similar to
those led by the present-day Veddas of Ceylon,
the Punan of Borneo, and others—minus the
effects of contact with more highly civilized
peoples—and had made no advance whatever
towards the foundation of civilization. They
had among them no inventive geniuses like
those who produced the cultures of the Upper
Palxolithic Age in Europe. They were, also,
far removed from the centre of development
of the stone industry, and were unable to take
advantage of the successive inventions that had
been made. It is therefore not reasonable to
look to places such as Australia, America,
Indonesia, and elsewhere for signs of the
beginnings of food-production. Indeed, there
i8 no reason whatever to lead us to believe that
the peoples of these outlying regions would
ever, without outside influence, have discovered
agriculture or stock-rearing.
Peoples of the lower culture are improvident
and conservative: if they have plenty, they
gorge ; if they have little, they starve. What

a2z



THE ORIGIN OF CIVILIZATION 23

is more, it can be shown, in Borneo for instance,
that food-gathering tribes are at the present
day being taught agriculture by food-producing
tribes ; and there are abundant reasons for
believing that this has happened throughout
the world. Also, it can be shown that, in all
parts of the world, the earliest form of agri-
culture was by means of irrigation, and that
dry cultivation of the soil came later,

In seeking for the origin of food-production
it must be remembered that the Mediterrancan
littoral was certainly the scene of the main
developments of culture in the Old Stone Age;
that the greatest civilizations of antiquity and
the earliest grew up in this region.” It must
be remembered that in America, for instance,
there is no reason to believe that the food-
producing stage of culture goes back much
before the beginning of our era; the civiliza-
tions of China and India are certainly of much
more recent date than those of the Ancient
East. Only in the eastern Mediterranean can
dates earlier than 2000 B.c. be spoken of with
confidence, It is, of course, open for anyone
to claim that further research may reveal
evidence of greater antiquity of food-production
in the outlying parts of the world, but such
negative reasoning is worth but little, especially
since the beginning of this century. We have
now fairly well mapped out the earth, and the
possible sites of ancient civilizations are known
with a fair degree of certainty. Such appeals
to ignorance are worth little at the present time ;
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we have ample facts on which to build surely,
and one conclusion that is perpetually being
strengthened is that the Ancient East—which
includes Egypt, Crete, Babylonia, Elam, Asia
Minor, and Syria—represents the home of
civilization.

The earlier food-producing peoples were those
of Egypt, the Agean Archipelago, Crete, Sumer,
Elam, Syria, Asia Minor, the Caucasus, Turkes-
tan, Baluchistan, the Danube valley, the
Balkans, Greece, Italy, and the middle
Euphrates. Scattered throughout this region
are communitics so similar in culture that,
taken together, they constitute a definite cul-
tural unity, the first known civilization of the
world. The people were agricultural, and some-
times they had domesticated animals; they
made flint sickles; they all possessed the
crafts of pottery-making, spinning, and weaving ;
the ornamentation of their pottery was similar,
and peculiar to them ; in some cases they were
already making copper implements of similar
form ; they lived in brick houses; they made
implements of flint and also of hard stone, in
the latter case by grinding, and not exclusively
by striking off flakes; sometimes they made
vases of hard stone.

This early civilization covered a continuous
area. Year after year fresh sites are being
discovered, and these reproduce, in all essentials,
the features of those already known; so that
there is little reason to believe that we shall
ever find anything very different in this region.
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For instance, the Pumpelly Expedition dis-
covered, at Anaun in Turkestan, near Askabad
on the railway to Merv, several mounds which,
on excavation, proved to be the sites of ancient
settlements (1). The lowest stratum of these
mounds yielded hand-painted ware with geo-
metrical designs, similar to that found in Egypt,
Elam, and elsewhere; wheat and barley, both
of them grown in Egypt at an early age;
rectangular houses of sun-dried bricks; flint
implements recalling the Solutrean technique
practised by the Egyptians ; stone mace-heads ;
bone awls; spindle whorls; copper and lead ;
mealing-stones ; and turquoise beads. There
are no local traces whatever of a previous
development leading up to these achieve-
ments, and all the signs point to a settlement
of immigrants for some purpose or other.
These people evidently were irrigators, for
near their settlements run old irrigation canals,
which they probably made. Certainly their
immediate successors, who had an almost
identical culture, used these canals. This out-
lying settlement looks as if it were that of men
from the west or south, for the people not only
had long heads, in distinction to the broad-
headed local population, but heads conforming
definitely to the type of Sergi’s Mediterranean
race.

Again, take the first settlement at Susa, the
capital of Elam, and of Persia in later times,
which has been excavated by M. de Morgan
and his colleagues. In the lowest layers there
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were found flint sickles exactly like those
peculiarly arbitrary and distinctive forms made
by the pre-dynastic Egyptians; foundations
of houses made of sun-dried bricks; polished
stone implements ; hand-made painted pottery
with. designs obviously derived from those on
pre-dynastic Egyptian painted pottery; flint
implements of Solutrean technique; forms of
burial like those of late pre-dynastic Egypt ;
and copper implements, all of them exactly
similar to those possessed by the pre-dynastic
Egyptians, and appearing suddenly in the
country withont any sign of previous develop-
ment there. The Elamites, like the people of
Anau, knew how to irrigate, for they installed
irrigation canals near their settlements (2).

It matters not whether the early settlements
of Susa, of Anau, of Sumer, or of Asia Minor
be examined, it will be found that, in all
essentials of culture, they resemble one another,
and all, consequently, resemble Egypt of late
pre-dynastic and early dynastic times.

I have so far not mentioned the fact that
these old settlements reveal clear traces, in
their culture, of a continuity with those of the
QOld Stone Age. 'Mention has been made of
flint implements of Solutrean technique—a
technique not found in the Old Stone Age—
round the borders of the Mediterranean, except
in Egypt. That, in itself, when the scarcity of
Solutrean(sites ia remembered, is highly signi-
ficant. But the most important link between
the early food-producing communities and those
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of the Old Stone Age is provided by the images
of the Great Mother that are found everywhere
in this civilization. Throughout the area
marked on Sketch Map No. 3 these images
are found, and their relationship to those of
the Old Stone Age is obvious. When it is
remembered that these images are not found
elsewhere in the world their continuous distribu-
tion throughout this area must come as con-
clusive evidence of the continuity between the
early food-producing civilization and the Old
Stone Age.

As has just been said, signs of beginnings
are lacking in the earliest civilizations of Elam,
Sumer, and elsewhere. These civilizations ap-
pear suddenly, evidently from elsewhere. Since
there are patent signs of continuity with the
Old Stone Age it follows that the beginnings
of this food-producing stage of culture must
be sought in a place revealing evidence of a
previous occupation by a people in the earlier
stage of culture.

The criterion of continuity is most valuable
in the study of the development and spread of
culture, Throughout the Old Stone Age each
period possessed something of its predecessors,
and it handed something on to its successors,
Traces of continuity exist between the Old
Stone Age and the early food-producing civiliza-
tion. The first food-producing civilization can
therefore be regarded as having begun with the
addition of one cultural element to the equip-
ment of the people of the Old Stone Age.
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Further, since these 'people were living in the
Stone Age, they presumably would inhabit a
flint-yielding country.

It is often asserted that the early civilization
of Sumer and Elam must have come from central
Asia. This is highly improbable, because there
is no sign, so far as I am aware, of any pal®o-
lithic occupation of this region, certainly not
of the later stages when stone images were
made. It is far more reasonable to look to
some place within the area of greatest activity
during the Old Stone Age, the Mediterranean
basin, for signs of the transition from food-
gathering to food-producing.

Since, again, the first food-producing com-
munities practised irrigation, the country of
its origin must be one where a natural explana-
tion can be given of the origin of this craft,
It seems hopeless to seek to assign any cause
why the people of central Asia should have made
this step any more than the people of any
similar region. But, what is more important,
there is not a scrap of evidence even to suggest
that they did so. In contradistinction to this
complete lack of information to justify the
speculation of the derivation of Sumerian or
Elamite civilization from central Asia, all the
available data point clearly to Egypt as the
source of the inspiration.

Egypt is the country that satisfies all the
conditions: the pre-dynastic Egyptians pos-
sessed the Solutrean technique of flint-working,
in which they excelled the rest of the world ;
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they had also the Magdalenian industry, for
they made bone harpoons of Magdalenian
types, and Magdalenian flint flakes ; they made
images of the Great Mother; fhey worked in
ivory, as did the people of the Old Stone Age;
and their country possessed great stores of flint.
Egypt is also the most likely place in all the
world for men to have discovered irrigation.
For the Nile had been teaching men the lesson
year by year, until one of them had wit enough
to learn it, and to apply it to his own ends.
We owe the discovery of the importance of
the Nile in the history of agriculture to Pro-
fossor Cherry, who, in a paper read before the
Manchester Literary and Philosophical Society
in 1921, first announced the results of his
investigations (3). Professor Cherry, who was
formerly Professor of Agriculture in Melbourne
University, was stationed in Egypt and Palestine
during the war. This turned his attention to
the problems of the civilization of Egypt. It
was while there that he made his great discovery,
which places the study of the origin of civiliza-
tion once and for all on a firm footing. He
realized that the Nile fiood was of fundamental
importance, on account of the manner of its
occurrence year after year. This flood comes
on, year in year out, about the middle of July,
and gradually rises to a maximum about the
middle of September, after which it declines
and finally reaches the normal level in Novem-
ber. From the consideration of the habits of
fvod-gatherers in other parts of the world we
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may be assured that the early Egyptians were
collecting every year the grains of the barley
and millet that grew in the mud left by the
Nile flood. The harpoons of the Magdalenian
period show that they were actively engaged
in fishing, and therefore were in close contact
with the river, There is practically no rainfall
in Egypt—or, at any rate, not enough to affect
the habits of the people—so the primitive
Egyptians would be dependent on the Nile for
the cultivation of any vegetable food that they
had. The summer in Egypt was hot and dry.
When the flood of the Nile came on at the end
of the summer any grains of barley and millet
that had escaped the attentions of the birds
would be embedded in the mud, and, when the
flood subsided in the autumn, would sprout and
grow rapidly in the genial warmth of the
Egyptian winter. The crop would ripen at
the end of the winter, and the seeds would
fall on to the hot, dry sand and remain there
during the summer, free from the attacks of
mildéw and rust that they would experience
in rainy countries. When the flood came on

ain at the end of the summer the grains
would be there ready for the water; they
would germinate and a new crop would spring
up. Thus year after year the Nile valley
would, by means of its perfect irrigation cycle,
be growing millet and barley for the Egyptians.
All that would be necessary, therefore, would
be for some genius to think of the simple
expedient of making channels to enable - the
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water to flow over a wider area, and thus to
cultivate more food. Once the control of
water-was begun there is no obstacle whatever
in the way of the installation of a complete
irrigation system such as is found in Egypt.
When we turn to other river basins where a
similar event may have happened, we nowhere
find, says Professor Cherry, a similar condition.
The peculiarity of the Nile flood is the result
of the source of its water being so far away,
80 that it takes months for the flood to travel
down-stream. In the case of the Tigris and
Euphrates the flood comes on at the beginning
of the summer. Therefore when it subsides in
the middle of the summer the young plants
that had grown up would soon be scorched by
the hot sun and would die. So, as is evident,
anyone who began to irrigate in the valley of
the Euphrates must have known beforehand
what he wanted, and this empirical knowledge
could not have been acquired in Mesopotamia.
This agrees with the fact that there are mno
signs of paleolithic man in the parts of Meso-
potamia where civilization can first be detected,
the region being geologically young and devoid
of flint, and therefore not a likely place for
the transition from food-gathering to food-pro-
ducing to have taken place. What is more,
there is every reason to believe that the first
civilized communities in Mesopotamia were
founded by people from elsewhere, for there
are no traces of the evolution of culture in this
region as there are in Egypt. This is im-
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portant, for the valley of the Euphrates is one
place where civilization appeared almost as
soon as in Egypt.

There is very little probability that the craft
of irrigation was invented in the basins of the
Ganges or the Hoang-Ho, for in both these
cases there is an entire lack of evidence to take
the beginnings of civilization back much beyond
2000 B.c. at the earliest, whereas in Egypt and
Sumer beginnings go back beyond 3000 =.c.
All the available evidence thus points to Egypt
as the place where the transition took place
from food-gathering to food-production.

Not only can it be shown with much proba-
bility that the Egyptians took the first step
in food-production, and thus laid the founda-
tions of civilization, but it can be shown with
equal probability that they invented many of
the fundamental arts and crafts; or, if they
did not obviously invent them, they were the
first known people to practise them. The
following is a list of some of the more important
of these elements of culture (4). Doubtless
many other items could be added, but the list
is enough for the present purpose :

Cullural Elements that Appear first in Egypt.

Alchemy Gold
Beads Inlay
Copper Implements and Jewellery
Ornaments Maces
Emery for Stone Vases Polished Stone Implements
Falence {Nubia) ’

Glaze Pottery
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Ships Children of the Sun
Stone Buildings Ideas of Immortality
Stone Vases Mummification
Use of Lead, Silver, ‘Portrait Statues
Turquoise Solar Calendar
Weaving Sky-world
Sun-cult

Many other items could perhaps be added to
this list. For instance, in the second edition
of The Ancient Egyptians Elliot Smith says:
“ The Egyptians did a great deal more than
merely invent agriculture and devise the earliest
statecraft and religion. Not only did they
devise the methods of working wood and stone.
and the art of architecture, they seem also to
have been the inventors of linen and of the
craft of weaving, of the use of gold and coppery
and the making of metal tools and implementa,
They were the first people to measure the year
and. to devise a calendar, and later on to substi=
tute for the rough calculation based upon the
date of the annual Nile flood the exact measure~
ment based upon the observation of the sun’s
movements. They also invented shipbuilding
and constructed the first sea-going ships. Im
a thousand and one of the details of our commeon’
civilization the originality of Egyptian civiliza~
tion is revealed. The art of shaving, the use
of wigs, the wearing of hats, the invention of
the kilt and of the sandal and sybsequently
of a variety of other articles of dress, many o !
our musical instruments, chairs and beds;
cushions, jewellery and jewel-cases, lampeesy
3

L x
_-_:.";
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these are merely a few of the items picked at
random out of our ancient heritage from the
Nile Valley ” (page 7).

It seems certain that one general principle
can be laid down when considering the question
of the origin of any great invention. No one
has ever made more than a slight step forward
in knowledge at one time. Every important
discovery or invention has usually been the
work of many men, the one who gets the credit
being he who added the last link to the chain.
This is a commonplace in modern times; for
one has only to think of the discovery of the
telephone and of wireless telegraphy to be
convinced of its truth. So, in looking for the
origins of any art or craft attention must be
fixed on homely matters, and especially on the
conditions obtaining in the community where
the discovery is supposed to have taken place.
This is well seen in the case of the discovery
of the use of copper. It is well known that the
pre-dynastic Egyptians were in the habit of
painting their faces with malachite, the green
ore of copper, which they powdered on their
slate palettes. They chose this ore because of
its colour. As has been shown by Mr. Donald
Mackenzie, they considered that the green was
a life-giving colour, so that green paint worn
on the cheek would protect the wearer. They
thought that green was life-giving because that
was the colour of the Nile flood water when it
first started in July. This was produced by the
vegetable matter that was carried down-stream
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from the Sudan. The Egyptians argued that
the vegetation produced by the Nile flood was
green because the green water made it so.
They did not, or would not, recognize that the
water itself was green because of its colouring
matter. So they used malachite to give them
more vital substance. In course of time they
found that this green paint, when fused, pro-
duced copper, and of this metal they made
beads and foil, then pins, and finally knives
and chisels. Thus came about, by a series of
steps, one of the most important events in the
world’s history, the invention of the copper
chisel. It was this invention that brought
about the great forward movement in culture
that took place about the time of the inaugura-
tion of the First Dynasty of Egypt. The
important point to remember about this use
of copper is that in no other country of the world
can & like process be witnessed. It is, of
course, easy to say that the future may bring
forth evidence of a like independent origin of
copper in some other place; but until that
evidence is forthcoming it is best to rest content
with the working hypothesis that the Egyptians
discovered the use of copper.

It is probable that the world is indebted to
Egypt for the crafts of the potter and the
weaver, although the evidence is not conclusive
in this matter. It is certain that the ancient
Egyptians were using ostrich shells and gourds
as water vessels. It is probable that pottery
making arose in imitation of such vessels. The
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pre-dynastic Egyptians were in the habit of
providing ostrich eggs with necks, and thus
produced types of vessels exactly similar to
those made by the people of the early civiliza-
tion with whom we are concerned. This is a
natural mode of origin for pottery, for it simply
assumes that the craft is the modification of
an existing practice, and was not the result of
a jump, such as would be demanded by other
hypotheses, :

The question of spinning and weaving is
more difficult. Reliance has to be made on
the fact that the most ancient linen has been
found in Egypt and that the pre-dynastic
Egyptians had abundance of flax growing in
the Nile valley, and also that they surpassed
the rest of the world in ancient times in their
weaving, a point which is mentioned by Hero-
dotus when insisting on the Egyptian origin
of the Colchians, & P

Every authority on the subject of naval
architecture agrees that the Egyptians were the
first builders of ocean-going ships. For many
years now it has been the fashion to represent
the Egyptians as people who stayed in the
Nile valley. But nothing is further from the
truth. At least as early as the beginning of
the First Dynasty (circ. 3300 B.C.) they were
sending out expeditions to other countries for
various substances that they desired. This fact
has an important bearing on the question of
the origin and spread of civilization. The
pre-dynastic Egyptians painted on their pots
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representations of what may be vessels, with
cabins and oarsmen, and these vessels must
have been of considerable size. In the first
dynasties the Egyptians made great strides in
the craft of shipbuilding, and nowhere can any
traces be found of any parallel activity. More-
over, the earliest sea-going ships of other peoples
are clearly modelled on the same arbitrary
plans as those of the Egyptians. To Egypt,
therefore, must, in the absence of any evidence
to the contrary, be accredited the honour of
being the pioneers in shipbuilding.

Another probable contribution made by the
Egyptians to the ancient world was the in-
vention of the polished stone implement. This
went round the world in later ages, together
with other elements of culture invented by the
Egyptians, and thus it is well worth mentioning,
The pre-dynastic Egyptians were very skilled
in rubbing down hard stones for the manufacture
of vases and so on. But they never made any
implements of these stones, and continued for
long ages to use flint for their knives and
scrapers. But very early in the pre-dymastic
age they went to Nubia to get gold. Nubia
is bare of flint. On the other hand, it contains
plenty of hard stone just suitable for the
manufacture of polished stone implements.
Since the Egyptians in Nubia would need
implements of various sorts, and lacked their
beloved flint, it is reasonable to believe that
they utilized the stone that they found to
band, and made implements somewhat of the
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pattern of their copper chisels, but whether
in direct imitation of them it would not be easy
to say. This would account for the fact that,
while polished stone implements are found in
quantities in Nubia, and often in graves, they
have never been found in a grave in Egypt.
Of the continuity between Egyptian and Nubian
culture there can be no doubt, 8o there iz no
question of the independent origin of the
polished stone implement by a people living
apart from the Egyptians,

It is important to note that practically every
settlement of this early civilization, in all
parts of the Ancient East, contains examples
of polished stone implements, all of them of
similar types.

Mummification was certainly one of the most
important contributions of the Egyptians to
the world’s culture; for round it centred a
large group of beliefs and practices, which have
been discussed in The Origin of Magic and
Religion. It wasin connexion with this practice
that the Egyptians developed their ideas of
immortality, and thus started a train of thought
the vast consequences of which it is impossible
to estimate.

Space will not™ permit of further discussion of
‘this topic, but a careful examination of works
such as Capart’s Primitive Art tn Egypt will
convince the reader of the great fertility of
invention on the part of the early Egyptians.
When compared with Sumer, Elam, Crete,
and any other community of early days, Egypt
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stands supreme, and this supremacy becomes
more evident with every accretion to our
knowledge.

It is practically impossible, in the early times
with which we are dealing, to show that any
cultural element whatever was introduced to
Egypt from abroad. This sounds a strong
staternent, but the sceptical reader is referred
to works like the late Professor L. W. King’s
Sumer and Akkad, and his joint work with
Mr. H. R. Hall on Egypt and Western Asia, for
a virtual confession of the inability of these
writers to make out any case whatever for
Babylonian influence on Egypt. One of the
sole elements of culture for which any case can
be supported is the cylinder seal, which cer-
tainly may have been invented outside Egypt.
But apart from that, and other unimportant
items, there is liftle that can be said to have
been introduced to Egypt from elsewhere prior
to the end of the Pyramid Age.

The Egyptians excelled all other ancient
peoples in their mastery over materials of the
most diverse sorts, I quote the words of
de Morgan, who claims without ceasing that
Egypt owed its culture of the early dynastic
period to Asiatic influences, as witness to that
fact. He says: “ But what appears at a very
early date in Egypt is perfection of technique.
The Egyptian appears, from the time of the
earliest Pharaohs, as a patient, careful work-
man, his mind like his hand possesses an incom-
parable precision : whatever material he treats,
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he forces to obey him with a mastery that has
never been surpassed in any country.” Speak-
ing, again, of the vases of hard stone that the
Egyptians manufactured he says: “ Of all the
countries in which vases of hard stone have
been manufactured, it is assuredly Egypt that
has furnished the most skilful workers in this
art. KEvery material, even the hardest and the
most fragile, have been treated with a sur-
prising mastery. The summit of this industry
seems to be contemporary with the first
Pharaohs, although stone cutting was known
before that time: at Nagada, at Abydos, the
royal tombs and those of certain contemporaries
contained perfect marvels, which, unfortunately,
have been broken by fire” (5). In only one
instance, so far as I am aware, is it possible to
claim that the Egyptians have been equalled
in a craft: that is the case of the decoration
of the painted pottery in the lowest layer at
Susa. There is no doubt that this pottery was
modelled on that of the pre-dynastic Egyptians,
for the Susians have reproduced the rows of
flamingos that are so clearly depicted on the
Egyptian vases in a conventional manner.
They have also reproduced other features of
Egyptian pottery decoration. But it is certain
that their technique in the arrangement of the
ornament is equal to, if not better than, that of
the Egyptians. This applies, of course, to the
decoration only; there is no reason to believe
that the Elamites were superior to the Egyptians
in the manufacture or design of pottery.
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However, this high standard is not maintained,
for the pottery of the next phase is far in-
ferior (6).

1t is possible that the explanation of this high
standard of early Elamitic pottery decoration
may be that it was the result of the specially
fine clay that Susa possesses, a clay far sur-
passing that of Egypt. With a superior
material on which to work, it is possible that
the potters were inspired to create new develop-
ments in their art.

This brings us to a point which is of extreme
importance in the theory of the development
and spread of civilization. It is found that none
of the early communities, with the solitary
exception just mentioned, equal Egypt in
mastery of the arts and crafts. Certain of
them—Crete, for instance—may perhaps equal
Egypt in some respects, which is doubtful, but
in no case can the all-round superiority of
Egypt be challenged. This applies to every-
thing that the Egyptians did, from their flint
knives to their jewellery and their stone vases.
In everything they were supreme. Does not
that constitute evidence bearing on the question
of the place of origin of these arts and crafts ?
It is a rule that a community which has acquired
an art or craft from another does not surpass, or
even equal, its teacher. The case of the Susan
pottery is the only possible exception to this
rule of which I am aware. It is only when a
new development is being made that an advance
seems to be possible. Therefore, when Egypt
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stands out from age to age, from Aurignacian
times onwards, supreme in the arts and crafts,
approached by none, is it not the fact that this
supremacy is a witness to the originality of the
Egyptians ? Does it not show that the Egyptians
must have created these arts and crafts in which
they excelled ? If this is not so, then the case
of Egypt is an amazing exception to a rule that
holds throughout the world and in all ages.
Not only were the early Egyptians superior
to the peoples of Elam, Sumer, Crete, and else-
where in their technique, but their culture was
richer than that of any other community of the
same period. Just as in Aurignacian times
they made a far greater variety of flint imple-
ments, so, later on, when food-production had
begun, they possessed a more elaborate culture
than their neighbours,

It is possible to claim that this apparent
superiority in wealth of culture is due to the
fact that so much more is known of pre-dynastic

t than of early times in other countries,
on account of the preserving effects of the sand.
But, in view of what is known, it must be
.acknowledged that pre-dynastic Egypt pos-
gessed a richer culture than that of any other
‘known settlement of the earliest food-producing
-civilization. We do not find in Susa, at Anau,
§n Greece, and elsewhere the wealth of articles
‘of toilet, such as the combs, the ivory spoons,
he flint knives, the glazed articles, the games
of various sorts, the paste figures, and the vast
yariety of pottery and stone vases that the
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Egyptians possessed at a very early date. This
may be due to chance; nevertheless the fact
is there to be explained, and the most natural
explanation is that the Egyptians were the
originators of many elements of civilization,
and that the other communities had not come
yet into possession of all of them.

The Egyptians were presumably the inventors
of ocean-going ships. These boats were built,
go far as can be told, for the purpose of fetching
from other countries things that the Egyptians
needed in their industry, and the foundation
of civilization in outlying places was primarily
due to this activity. Conclusive evidence of
intercourse with the outside world in pre-
dynastic times is afforded by the list of materials
used by the pre-dynastic Egyptians, which
includes coral, copper, emery, galena (lead
ore), hematite (iron ore), lead, lapis lazuli,
mica, obsidian, resin, serpentine, silver, tor-
toise-shell, and turquoise (7). Many of these
substances must have come from abroad; for
coral, iron, emery, lead, and silver, to mention
only some of them, are not known in Egypt.
The realization of this foreign intercourse of the
Egyptians makes the foundation of civilization
in other countries perfectly obvious. For
instance, what is more natural than that the
Egyptians, having discovered the use of copper
for chisels, and consequently needing the metal
in great quantities, should send out mining
expeditions to those countries that possessed
stores of it ? That readily accounts for the
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settlements at Susa and Anau, not to speak of
Sinai and elsewhere. In the case of Susa there
suddenly appears, in a region possessing copper
ore, a culture very similar to that of Egypt, and
the people who brought it began to make
irrigation canals and to settle down. They
used copper themselves. What more natural
than to assume that this settlement was the
consequence, direct or indirect, of the invention
by the Egyptians of the copper chisel, which
stimulated a search for copper ?

According to Elliot Smith, the discovery
that above all stimulated the early Egyptians
to make their first adventures into the unknown
was this discovery of the copper chisel (8).
This discovery came towards the end of the
pre-dynastic period, and it was followed by a
great burst of activity. For, as he urges in his
work on The Ancient Egyptians, the possession
of a tool of that quality would vastly stimulate
the crafts of the carpenter, of the stoneworker,
and so forth. In view of this claim it is signi-
ficant to note that the first settlements of Susa
in Elam, and Anau in Turkestan, as well as in
Sumer, were those of men who possessed copper
chisels. Undoubtedly there was a great mutual
stimulation of civilization in those days, from
whichever side the influence came.

It is imperative to be quite clear what is the
present state of opinion on this matter. So
far as I can tell it is something like this. Certain
students claim that Egypt was the home of
civilization, and that all the major arts and



THE ORIGIN OF CIVILIZATION 45

crafts originated there. They base this claim
on the fact that no evidence has yet been
adduced to show how any of these elements of
culture originated in other countries; also on
the fact that, in places such as Sumer and
Elam, the two countries that are always put
forward as the active agents in influencing
Egyptian culture, there are no signs of begin-
nings, but that, on the contrary, the culture
of these places must have been imported. This
is admitted on all sides. On the other hand
there are those who assert that, just before
the beginning of the First Dynasty in Egypt,
about 3400 B.c,, there came into Egypt from
the East an influence that brought with it
writing, the use of the copper chisel, the making
of bricks, of cylinder seals, and certain other
elements of culture. The supporters of this
view assert that this influence came from
Sumer or Elam, and that it was probably
brought by Semites, who, according to some,
conquered Egypt and founded the united
kingdom. That is, to the best of my know-
ledge, a fair statement of the present position.
Since the culture of Sumer and Elam, that
was so to influence Egypt, came from elsewhere,
whence came it ? The answer usually given is
that it came from the mountainous country of
central Asia. But in view of the entire lack
of any direct evidence of the beginnings of this
culture, and in view of the positive evidence of
the beginnings of copper-working in Egypt, to
speak only of one thing, this view is greatly
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suspect, especially as it rests on certain symbols
used by the Sumerians and Elamites, such as
‘“ mountains,” which are capable of a very
different interpretation from that put on them
by most students.
z., The Sumerian stories of origins themselves
tell a very different tale, for from their begin-
nings the Sumerians seem to have been in touch
with Egypt. In their earliest texts they
mention Dilmun, Magan, and Meluhha (9).
Where are these three places ? ,
Dilmun was the first settlement that was made
by the god Enki, who was the founder of
Sumerian civilization. He was the god of the
first Sumerian city of Eridu, situated on what
was then the head of the Persian Gulf. Enki
is said to have come up from the Persian Gulf,
and to have taught the Sumerians their civiliza-
tion. He is also said to have come in a ship.
Thus the Sumerians themselves closely associate
the origin of their civilization with the Persian
Gulf, and with men who came in ships. Of
late years a considerable amount of discussion
has taken place with regard to the localization
of Dilmun, Magan, and Meluhha, which are
always mentioned together, as places noted for
their ships and dates. Magan was famous
among the Sumerians as a place whence they
got diorite and copper, Meluhha as a place
whence they got gold. Dilmun has been
identified with some place or other in the
Persian Gulf: perhaps the Bahrein Islands,
perhaps a land on the eastern shore of the Gulf ;
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in any case, it was situated in the Gulf itself.
With regard to Meluhha and Magan there is
some dispute. In a late inscription of the
‘Assyrians it is said that Magan and Meluhha
were the archaic names for Egypt and Ethiopia,
the latter being the south-western part of
Arabia and the part of Somaliland that lay
opposite. For this reason it has been concluded
by some scholars that Magan and Meluhha
were actually Egypt and the place called by
the Egyptians the land of Punt. Egypt cer-
tainly possessed stores of copper in Sinai and
Nubia, and diorite was plentiful in those regions
also; and Arabia was noted for ages as a land
of gold. The two countries therefore can well
have been the Magan and Meluhha of the
Sumerians. Mention is also made, in early
Sumerian inscriptions, of a Magan pig, which
cerfainly was an Egyptian pig; and this is an-
other reason for identifying Magan with Egypt.

While this interpretation is disputed by Dr.
Langdon, he admits that Sumer was, in the
earliest times, in close connexion with Egypt
and Punt by way of Magan and Meluhha,
which he places in the Persian Gulf. Therefore
the evidence, even at its weakest, associated
the beginnings of Sumerian civilization with the
Persian Gulf, and with countries lying in it or
approached by way of it, rather than with
countries lying in Asia. The evidence cer-
tainly does not warrant the belief that Sumerian
civilization came from central Asia.

It is usual to assert that the Egyptian
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civilization of the late pre-dynastic age and the
early dynastic age was influenced by Semites
who came from the direction of Sumer, and
brought with them the copper chisel and other
elements of culture. As a matter of fact, the
evidence on this point is entirely in the opposite
direction, It is agreed that the first inhabitants
of Sumer were non-Semitic in language, and
that at some later time there appeared in that
country peoples with a Semitic language, who
founded the cities of Akkad, thus producing
the country of Sumer and Akkad, of which so
much mention is made in the texts of later
times. The first of these Semitic kings to rule
the whole of Akkad was the great Sargon,
who pushed his conquests far and wide, even
to the shores of the Mediterranean, he being
the first great conquering king known to history.
With these Semitic kings of Akkad there
appeared in Babylonia the Egyptian practice
of counting years by means of great events
that occurred in them ; also a technique of
sculpture in diorite—a kind of stone not found
in Sumer, but for which Magan was famed—
a8 in the case of the famous Stele of the Vultures,
and the Stele of Victory made by these Semitic
kings of Akkad to celebrate their conquests. All
these are admittedly due to Egyptian influence.
Therefore the Semites were actually bringing
Egyptian culture to Babylonia. Itis also certain
that the earliest known Babylonian pyramidal
buildings, the ziggurats, appeared there long after
they had been first built in Egypt (10)
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It is easy to understand how Egyptian
influence could have got to Sumer in the first
instance. For it is well known that the
Egyptians were sending expeditions to the land
of Punt as early as the First Dynasty to get
gold, electrum, feathers, ivory, and the resinous
substances that they used for ornamentation
and for ritual purposes. They constantly sent
these expeditions, and they went to Punt in
ships down the Red Sea. How early this inter-
course began it is impossible at present to say,
but of its existence there can be no doubt. The
Egyptians were thus influencing countries out-
side themselves, and it is not expecting too
much to assume that men discovered the fertile
plains of the Enphrates and Tigris, and settled
there to irrigate them as they did in their
homeland. The discovery of copper in Elam
would likewise lead to the foundation of the
settlements at Susa and elsewhere, all of them
based on irrigation.

In this way, also, it is probable that the
Semites gained their culture. The Egyptians
were not only going to Punt, they were also
mining copper and turquoise in Sinai. In this
way they would inevitably come into contact
with the local population, and would in time
impart to them some of their culture. This
culture would be carried by these Semitic-
speaking people into Babylonia, and thus
Egyptian culture of a later date than that of
the foundation of the earliest Sumerian settle-
ments would make its appearance in Babylonia.

4
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In the pre-Dynastic Age the Egyptians must
certainly have gone to Naxos in the Cyclades
for emery, for quantities of that substance,
which they used for rubbing down hard stones
in the fabrication of vases, have been found in
their tombs. In this way they would have set
going the civilization of the Agean. While
working emery they in all probability dis-
covered the obsidian of Melos, and started to
make knives of it for their domestic needs,
since their beloved flint was absent. Just
as they were forced, while mining in Nubia,
to use igneous rocks for implements, so were
they forced, in this other place, to use obsidian,
In time a great trade in obsidian grew up, and
knives of this stone were exported far and wide
over the basin of the Mediterranean and further
afield.

Another country that must have been
influenced by the Egyptians at an early age was
Syria, where, just lately, there has been dis-
covered at Byblus, the remains of an Egyptian
settlement of about the Third Dynasty (cire.
3000 B.c.). The Egyptians got cedar from the
Lebanons as early as the First Dynasty, which
they rafted down the coast to the mouths of
the Nile, and they doubtless mined in Syria
and Palestine for copper and lead, and got
thence also stores of bitumen. Doubtless this
expanding Egyptian influence gave rise to the
first food-producing settlements in Crete, the
culture of which was exactly similar to that of
pre-dynastic times. There was no Pal®olithic
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Age in Crete, and the food-producing com-
munities must have been those of immigrants
from elsewhere.

At the end of the pre-Dynastic and the
beginning of the Dynastic Age in Egypt, when
such a great impulse was given to the arts and
crafts by the invention of the copper chisel,
great civilizations sprang up in Elam, Sumer,
and Crete. The cases of Elam and Sumer have
already been discussed. Fortunately, in the
case of Crete, there is hardly any doubt as to
the exciting causes. The work of Sir Arthur
Evans, the first instalment of which has now
appeared in his book on The Palace of Minos,
makes it patent that the beginning of the
Minoan Age in Crete, the age of kings who built
great palaces, was contemporaneous with the
beginning of the Dynastic Age in Egypt, and
that its inception was due directly to Egyptian
influence. When discussing the settlements of
the early civilization, usually termed neolithic,
in Asia Minor and Crete, in the light of the great
development of Cretan civilization at the
beginning of the Minoan Age, he says: “ It
cannot be gainsaid, indeed, that, as far as can
be gathered from the evidence before us, the
civilization of the eastern Afgean shores at
the close of the Neolithic Age stood at no
higher level than that of Crete. It could not
give more than it possessed, and we must seek
on another side for the quickening spirit which
about this time begins to permeate and trans-
form the rude island culture. . . . That the
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main impulse came from the Egyptian side can
no longer now be doubted” (page 16). He
goes on to say that * The proto-Egyptian
element in Early Mintan Crete is, in fact, so
clearly defined and is so intensive in its nature
as almost to suggest something more than such
a connexion as might have been brought about
by primitive commerce. It may well, indeed,
be asked whether, in the times of stress and
change that marked the triumph of the dynastic
element in the Nile valley, some part of the
older population then driven out may not have
made an actual settlement on the soil of Crete”
(page 17). These words leave very little room
to doubt that the Egyptians were directly
responsible for the Minoan civilization of Crete,

The Minoan civilization, in its turn,
influenced that of Greece. “When it is
realized,” says Sir Arthur Evans, “ how many
elements drawn from the Minoan world lived
on in that of Hellas the full import of this very
ancient indebtedness to Egypt at once becomes
apparent,  Egyptian influences, hitherto
reckoned as rather a secondary incident among
late classical experiences, are now seen to lie
about the very cradle of our civilization”’(page 19).

The indebtedness of Crete to Egypt is the
constant theme of Sir Arthur Evans’s work.
He shows that when Egypt was flourishing, so
was Crete ; when there was a temporary eclipse
in Egypt, so there was in Crete. In no way
can it be claimed that the Cretan civilization
lived independently of Egypt: it always drew
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from Egypt its life blood, and only time will
tell the full extent of the indebtedness, not only
of Crete, but of the rest of Europe, and indeed
of the world, to ancient Egypt.

The conclusion that Egypt was the home of
civilization satisfies all the tests. It was a
country with much flint, and was tenanted by
food-gatherers for untold ages. It contains
remains of every stage of the Old Stone Age, and
in this respect is unique among the countries
round the eastern Mediterranean. The Nile
irrigation cycle is perfect, and as the earliest
food-producing communities lived by means
of irrigation, this country is the most likely to
have been the place where irrigation began.
The culture of pre-dynastic Egypt is continuous
with that of food-gathering times, images of
the Great Mother, ivory carvings, bone harpoons
and flint implements of Magdalenian forms being
found in graves of the food-producing period.
The Egyptians surpassed other peoples in their
mastery over arts and crafts, this mastery
beginning even in the Aurignacian stage of
culture. This points to them as being the
master people of antiquity, and it agrees well
with the fact that so many of the crafts seem
either to have been invented by the Egyptians
or are first to be detected in Egypt. Again,
the culture of pre-dynastic Egypt was far
richer than that of any other community of
the time. Finally, it is certain that the pre-
dynastic Egyptians made large ships capable
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of travelling far and wide over the sea, and
that these Egyptians were in the habit of sending
expeditions to certain places for materials that
they desired. No other country can satisfy
all these conditions, and few can satisfy more
than one, It is therefore to Egypt that all the
facts point as the home of civilization, and as
the great source of fresh inspiration for many
eenturies for the surrounding civilizations.

The discussion in this chapter has brought
to light two general principles that are worthy
of notice. One has already been mentioned in
connexion with paleolithic man, namely, that
people with an industry necessitating a raw
material not readily available everywhere will
tend to settle near sources of that raw material.
We know what substances the Egyptians were
using in pre-dynastic, as well as in dynastic,
times, and it is certain that they must, in the
first instance, have gone abroad to get these
things, taking with them the fundamentals of
their civilization, and thus gradually setting
up fresh civilizations in outlying spots. That
means that the Egyptians, instead of being
interested solely in flint, and also in shells of
various sorts, came to seek copper, gold, emery,
and so forth and to transplant their culture
to the places where these things existed.
Hence, as the culture of Egypt became more
complex, so would her outside connexions
increase, and her area of influence would
become wider, In time, of course, these
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daughter settlements would, in their turn, come
to send out new settlements, as, for instance,
in the case of Crete, which at a very early age
was influencing Syria, Palestine, and Cyprus.
But it should follow that, speaking generally,
each of these daughter settlements should be
near the source of some raw material that was
desired by the peoples who founded the settle-
ment. Other factors must, of course, be allowed
their scope. For instance, the foundation of
Eridu was probably due to the desire to install
irrigation systems, while that of Minoan Crete
may have been due to political circumstances.
But, on the whole, the theorem stands, as will
be made apparent in the next chapter.

The other principle, which is also of extreme
importance in the study of the growth and
gpread of culture, is that of cultural degrada-
tion. It is too often assumed that advance is
the normal process in the development of
civilization, that it is natural and inevitable for
communities to elaborate for themselves a
definite culture. On the confrary, nothing is
rarer, in the history of the world, than invention.
Think of the number of communities of food-
gatherers who have lived for untold ages without
making any advance towards food-production.
Think of the vast time during which pal®o-
lithic man lived without discovering agriculture
or the domestication of animals. When these
two facts have been properly realized it will no
longer lightly be said that culture has developed
independently in all parts of the earth. Noth-
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ing is further from the truth. On the contrary,
as is evident to any candid observer, the trans-
mission of culture from one place to another is
invariably accompanied by degradation (11).
Mycenzan Greece derived its culture from
Crete, but it never reached the cultural heights
of Crete, and so on for a multitude of examples.
This is but natural when thought is devoted
to the matter. The invention of a new element
of culture is usually a complicated process.
Conditions in a particular place, and at a par-
ticular time, are suitable, and the step is taken.
The element has, as it were, grown out of its
cultural environment, and thrives in it. Trans-
plantation involves dislocation, the proper
workmen are not there, they have not the
required knowledge and skill, and the product
is inferior, Even in the country of origin the
product is not always maintained at the original
high level. The Egyptians only made their
wonderful stone vases for a few centuries:
the craft was destined to disappear. Painted
pottery in Susa soon degraded and finally
disappeared. It is found in many cases that a
new development rapidly reaches its summit
of perfection, and then, either in its homeland,
or when transplanted, it soon decays and finally
disappears or is profoundly modified by some
fresh development. Even pottery-making can
die out, as can be seen in North America and
Oceania, among other places. No art or craft
is really enduring.



CHAPTER IV
THE OPENING-UP OF EUROPE

HILE the events recorded in the last
\;‘) chapter were happening, the rest of
the world, outside the Ancient East,
and those adjoining regions that were influenced
by the peoples of the Ancient East as they went
abroad on their search for commodities, lay in
a profound cultural slumber. But this econ-
dition of things was not allowed to last. For,
as time went on and the culture of Egypt
became increasingly complex, the influence of
this country became more and more potent,
until uitimately it spread across the world in a
great wave that ultimately landed on the shores
of America, and originated the civilizations of
the Maya in Guatemala and Honduras, as well
as thoge of Peru, of Costa Rica, and elsewhere.
The story told in the last chapter, in which
the civilizations of Crete, Sumer, and Elam
seemed to have developed about the time of the
First Dynasty in Egypt, just after the invention
of the copper chisel, is but the prelude to a
tremendous drama, in which civilizations arise
in all parts of the world, have their day, and
often, but not always, decay and disappear.
The chief incidents of that drama will be
described in the following chapters.

57
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After the inauguration of the Dynastic Age
in Egypt the country previously, it seems,
having been divided into Upper and Lower
Egypt, a great development in thought took
place, which had great consequences. The
Egyptians conceived of the idea of the immor-
tality of the body and of the soul, the two ideas
being closely associated, and this had a great
stimulating effect on their ritual, both funerary
and of the temple. It caused the rulers to
expend vast sums of material and of energy on
the building of great tombs, and on the upkeep
of temples with their attendant troops of
priests.

It is clear that the minds of the ruling classes
of the early dynasties must have been intensely
occupied with ideas concerning death, far more
than the rulers of Crete, Sumer, and elsewhere,
The civilization of Egypt in early dynastic
times differed from those of Crete and Sumer.
For, while its existing monuments are mainly
tombs, no traces whatever having been found
of dwelling places, the early Sumerians and
Cretans have left behind them great palaces
in which dwelt their kings, Crete being especially
remarkable in this respect. The palaces of the -
kings of the Early Minoan Age, which lasted
rom the First to the Eleventh Dynasty in
lgypt, had complete drainage systems, baths,
and other modern conveniences. Part of the
palace was devoted to ritual and ceremonial
purposes and the rest consisted of the living
quarters of the royal household. Moreover,



THE OPENING-UP OF EUROPE 59

the richer people themselves lived in elaborate
houses, of which representations have been
discovered revealing how essentially ¢ modern
were these ancient folk (1). Their daily life
is far more easily to be appreciated by us than
that of the Egyptians, who have left us so few
traces of what they did from day to day in those
early times.

The difference of outlook between the Egyp-
tians and the Cretans is especially shown in
burial customs. The Egyptians invented the
practice of mummification about the time of
the First Dynasty, and by the Third Dynasty
it had become well established (2). Along
with mummification went the elaboration of a
definite belief in a life after death, in which
the dead, as the result of the offices of the living,
enjoyed an existence like that on earth-—a life
of infinite felicity in the Isles of the Blest. This
is quite different from the idea held throughout
history in Babylonia, where the dead went after
death to the gloomy underworld, and there
were sunk in a deep sleep. What ideas were
held in Crete we do not know, but presumably
- they were of the same order as those held by
the Babylonians, since Minos, the legendary
King of Crete, was king of the underworld of the
Greeks.

During the early dynasties the Egyptians were
sending out expedition after expedition to the
land of Punt, to Syria, and, we may be sure, to
other countries, in search of substances that they
had come to value, either because of their use in
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industry or because of their supposed properties
a8 Givers of Life (3). These expeditions were
led by men of noble, if not of royal, birth, and
accounts ofgthem have been left behind by the
Egyptians in their inscriptions, These accounts
are all too few and fragmentary; for if they
were more detailed we should have knowledge
of one of the most wonderful episodes in the
world’s history, when civilized men were push-
ing down into the Sudan, into negro-land, out
across the Algean, across the Mediterranean,
maybe, to Spain, continually discovering new
countries, and bringing home with them stories
of the things that they had seen and the adven-
tures that they had encountered, We can only
catch a glimpse of those wonderful travellers,
but the romance of their exploits is enduring.
During the first six dynasties this activity
must have been very great. For the enormous
stimulus given by the elaboration of the idea
of immortality ; the demand for incense, and
all the other substances required by the em-
balmer, and by the priest in his temple ritual,
during which he had to burn vast quantities of
incense ; the demand for gold and all manner
of precious substances for the decoration of the
tomb and the temple, must have caused
immense activity, and have led the Egyptian
expeditions far and wide. This great stimulus
was evidently not acting on the Cretans or
. Babylonians, for their cultural influence does
not seem to have spread so far and wide as that
of the Egyptians: it was confined to the
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neighbouring countries, The influence of the
Egyptians, on the other hand, was ultimately
world-wide, and even to-day clear traces of it
gtill persist in out-of-the-way parts of the earth.

It can be said, with confidence, that the
history of the world as a whole in ancient times
was but the reflection of that of Egypt. The
first phase may have been in the times of
the Upper Palxolithic, when the Egyptians
elaborated the Magdalenian stage of culture
and sent out influences to France, It may even
be that the Egyptians were the originators of
the Solutrean technique of flint-working, for
they were supreme in the world in that respect ;
Egyptian influence may even have been respon-
gible for the Aurignacian period in Europe. All
those are matters of conjecture. Nevertheless,
the foundation of the earliest food-producing
communities, a8 has been seen, seems to have
been the work of the pre-dynastic Egyptians,
for these communities reflect the culture of
Egypt in that period. In the next phase of
history, when great developments had taken
place in Egypt in the Pyramid Age, there
appear, in many parts of the world, com-
munities whose culture, so far as it can be
examined, once again exactly reflects that of
Egypt. It is to this new phase of development
that the attention of the reader is now directed.

After the inauguration of the Dynastic Age
in Egypt, when the civilizations of Crete, Sumer,
and Elam were well under way, and were
beginning to influence the surrounding regions
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on their own behalf, it is clear that any Egyptian
expeditions that were going out to seek new
fields would not have their way entirely open :
their path would be blocked in the Aigean, in
Babylonia, and on the shores of Asia Minor.
Any products that the Egyptians got from such
places would now be by way of trade. A
comparatively large part of the then known
world was inhabited ; so the expeditions would
be forced to go to more remote countries,
beginning with those on the boundary of the
Ancient East, and in time proceeding further
afield in search of what they required. Since
these expeditions were, so far as is known,
invariably led by men of the ruling class, it is
to be expected that their graves, when any of
them died while away from their homeland,
and the graves of any of their descendants, if
they should happen to marry and settle down’
in the new countries—as sometimes happened
when a noble fled from Egypt on account of his
misdeeds—would be somewhat like those that
they would have built in Egypt. These graves,
on account of the absence of skilled workmen
with a complete knowledge of technique, would
not be so elaborate as those found in Egypt, but
they would undoubtedly contain many of the
essential features of their prototypes.

Egyptian tombs of the time of the First
Dynasty were of brick. In the pre-dynastic
period the Egyptians had buried their dead in
graves in the sand, which graves, as time went
on and the country became richer, became more
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and more elaborate, until they developed into
regular underground houses with sets of rooms
furnished for the use of the deceased. When
mummification was invented, in the First
Dynasty or thereabouts, the form of grave
altered, and what is known as the mastaba
came into existence, In the mastaba grave the
tomb itself is underground, often cut in the
solid rock. Above ground is a chapel for
the performance of ritual ceremonies, and a
chamber that contains the portrait statue of
the deceased, the making of this portrait
statue being part of the process of mummifica-
tion of the deceased, as has been explained by
Elliot Smith in his works already mentioned.

Mastabas were made of brick until the end
of the Second Dymasty, after which they were
made of stone. Large blocks were used for
the building of these monuments, which mark
the beginning of what is termed megalithic
architecture. Nothing approaching the mastaba
stgle of architecture appears in the countries
where a civilization had already been well
established by the time of the Third Dynasty
(circ. 3000 B.C.) : they are unknown, for instance,
in Crete and Babylonia. Indeed, stone was never
used in Babylonia, except, curiously enough, in
the first Sumerian settlement at Eridu. But,
on the outskirts of this old civilization, in the
Sudan, in Syria and Palestine, in South Italy,
in many parts of North Africa, Spain and
Portugal, France, Britain, Holland, Denmark,
North Germany, and in a few other spots in
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Europe, and in countries round the Mediter-
ranean, as well as in certain outlying parts of
the earth, there appeared, along with other
signs of culture derived from the region of the
_Ancient East, and primarily from Egypt, monu-
ments of large stones that reproduce faithfully
the essential features of the mastaba graves of
the early dynastic times in Egypt (4). These
monuments are therefore exactly where they
should be if they were the result of an influence
setting out from Egypt.

The most widely distributed of the monu-
ments referred to are the dolmens. Sometimes
a dolmen is covered with a mound of earth,
always elongated, and with its axis pointing
east and west, and then this monument is
called a * Long Barrow.” There seem to be
two distinct types of dolmens. One consists
of a large, flat stone supported by three or more
other large stones standing on their edges so
as to enclose a space, the large stone often
projecting in front so as to form a kind of
forecourt or ante-chapel. In the other type of
dolmen the chamber is approached by a long
gallery formed of rows of large stones set on

. These two forms of dolmen seem to
copy the parts of the mastaba tomb that are
above ground and below ground respectively.
The essential feature of the visible part of the
mastaba grave is the ante-chapel and the
chamber in which the portrait statue is placed.
Communication between these two chambers
is effected by means of a small hole in the wall
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of the chamber containing the portrait statue.
This feature is often reproduced in dolmens in
France, the Caucasus, India, and so forth.
The underground part of the mastaba, on the
other hand, consists of a chamber of large
blocks of stone, or else a chamber carved in
the rock, approached by a passage, itself lined
with Jarge blocks of stone. This form of tomb
is exactly similar to one variety of dolmen.
Further, it is found that the practice of making
rock-cut tombs is associated with the erection
of dolmens. These rock-cut tombs, some of
which are to be found in France, are of the
same ground-plan as the underground part of
some of the mastaba tombs.

These megalithic monuments appeared in
Europe in company with the earliest signs of
the presence there of food-producing peoples.
In Italy, Spain and Portugal, and in southern
France they are definitely associated with
copper implements of exactly similar types to
those made in Egypt and elsewhere in the
Ancient East. Further north, as in Brittany
and in Great Britain, signs of the use of metal
are not so prominent. Indeed, many assert
that these great monuments were erected by
men who were ignorant of the use of metals,
by tribes that were in the pastoral stage of
culture, which, they assume, 1s something that
came before agriculture, an assumption which,
a8 will be shown later, is entirely devoid of

any support.
e evidence suggests strongly that the
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building of megalithic monuments was certainly
the work of men who knew all about metals,
who, for some reason or other, have left behind
them but few traces of this practice in the more
outlying regions.

It is interesting to try to form an opinion as
to the identity of the builders of the Long
Barrows that are found in various parts of this
country. One at West Kennet, in Wiltshire,
in the midst of an important part of the country
in those days, as may be seen from Sketch Map
No. 5, was originally about 336 feet long,
76 feet broad, and 8 feet high. It contains
a chamber of large blocks of stone, approached
by a corridor, also made of large blocks.

Who could have built so immense a monu-
ment in those remote times? When we
remember that ordinary people in Egypt,
throughout the ages, were buried in small
graves dug in the sand, with but little ceremony,
and that tombs of large stones were reserved
for the ruling class—when it is remembered,
further, that nobles invariably led Egyptian
expeditions—it would seem plausible to con-
clude that this immense grave was possibly
the tomb of an Egyptian noble who was in
charge of operations in this country. Recently
Mr. O. G. S. Crawford, the lately appointed
Archzological Officer to the Ordnance Survey,
has, in an interesting monograph on Long
Barrows, published by the Ordnance Survey,
maintained that the Long Barrows of England
certainly arc derived from the Egyptian mastaba
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type of grave. He says that in one instance
it was found that the part of the barrow corres-
ponding to the forecourt of the Egyptian
mastaba contained bones of animals. Evidently
animal sacrifices had been performed there to
provide the dead with food, just as was the case
in the Egyptian funerary ritual. Moreover, the
actual burial chambers contained holes, just
a8 in the case of the Egyptian mastaba, That
being so, it is evident that the Long Barrow
has some very close connexion with Egypt:
either it was the tomb of an Egyptian noble,
or else it was the tomb of a member of a ruling
group established by an Egyptian noble some-
where in western Kurope, perhaps in England
iteelf. One of these two explanations must
certainly be correct.

Before proceeding to the more general
question of the spread throughout the world
of Egyptian culture of the early dynasties it
will be well to pause for a while and to consider
the evidence that the builders of megalithic
monuments in Britain were possessed of a
knowledge of metals. This evidence serves to
throw much light on the problem of human
settlement (5).

The three Sketch Maps Nos. 4, 5, and 6 are
intended to illustrate the argument. The first
is concerned with Devon and Cornwall. It
shows the distribution of dolmens, kistvens
(degenerate dolmens), and stone circles (also
& very common type of megalithic monument),
It also shows the areas occupied by the granite
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formation in the two counties. This map
is compiled from those in the volumes of
the Vicioria County History. It will be seen
that, with the exception of two or three cases,
all these monuments are situated on the granite
formation, surely a very remarkable fact, Why
should men choose to settle in such places ?
As a matter of fact, they did not settle on every
patch of granite, for they somehow or other
missed out St. Austell Moor. It is said that the
builders of these monuments liked to settle
above the height of 500 feet; but if that be
so, why have they entirely avoided Exmoor;
surely a most suitable place for men who liked
the open moorland ! That explanation does
not seem adequate. It is said also -that these
men were trading, that they went along certain
trade routes, and were buried in graves along
those routes. Anyone holding to that view
will have some difficulty in explaining the map,
with its definite localization of monuments in
certain places; for the fact is that not only
do these granite areas contain monuments
which are obviously funerary, but actual dwell-
ing places are known, hut circles, consisting
of huts of stone, being plentiful on Dartmoor
and in the Land’s End region. No, these

es were actually occupiegz and evidently
or some very good reason.

Dartmoor, Bodmin Moor, Cambourne Moor,
and the Land’s End district are well known
for one thing, namely, their mining industries,
For many hundreds of years these areas have
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yielded much tin and copper. What is more,
there are good reasons for believing that,
formerly, Dartmoor and the other granite
regions must have been very rich in gold, for
that metal is still found in streams running out
of the granite. In Devon and Cornwall the
granite is the sole source of gold and tin, neither
of these metals being found away from it.

The inference now is obvious. We have in
Britain monuments similar in type to the
graves of Egyptian nobles of early dymastic
times : Egyptian nobles invariably led expedi-
tions to other countries for gold and other
precious substances : the builders of megalithic
monuments certainly knew of gold and copper
in Spain and Portugal and in southern France,
and it is doubtful whether anyone is hardy
enough to disclaim any connexion between
them and the builders of the British megaliths ;
moreover, the beehive huts made by the
settlers on Dartmoor are exactly similar fo
the dwellings of Egyptian miners of the early
dynasties in the Sinaitic Peninsula ; and stone
circles are also found in both places. Since
the Egyptians were, in those times, using great
quantities of gold and copper, it is only logical
to conclude that the builders of the megalithic
monuments in Devon and Cornwall were
occupied in exploiting the stores of gold and
copper, and perhaps also of tin, which they
contained, and that the miners, if they were

not Egyptians, were men in very close touch
with them,
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A good exception iz an excellent proof of a
rule. I have mentioned already that St. Austell
Moor is devoid of megalithic monuments. It
would have been easy to have put forward
some facile explanation to account for this
fact. But such a policy is dangerous. The
explanation is there, and it will some day be
forthcoming, if we are patient. In the case
of St. Austell Moor there is a very good reason
for the absence of megalithic monuments.
This district is now the one that yields most
tin of all the Cornish mining districts, and for
the past hundred years it has been extensively
exploited. Therefore the tin was there for the
men of old to exploit. Why did they not
proceed to work it ¥ When I put this difficulty,
a few years ago, to Mr. J. Wilfrid Jackson,
Assistant Keeper of the Geological Department
of the Manchester Museum, he told me that in
all probability the tin lodes were masked by
the kaolin clay that is so abundant on St
Austell Moor. Kaolin is used extensively in
the manufacture of china and other things,
and it comes entirely from St. Austell Moor.

In the Memoir of the Geological Survey
dealing with this district there is a small map
showing the distribution of the kaolin deposits
and of the tin lodes. In practically every case
the tin lode is masked by a great deposit of
kaolin, sometimes as much as thirty feet deep.
Obviously, therefore, the old miners were not
going to bother about St. Austell Moor when
they could get plenty of gold and tin on Dart-
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moor, The trouble of clearing away the great
superposed deposits of kaolin would be too
great. The case of St. Austell Moor can, it
seems 0 me, only be explained on this hypo-
thesis.

So it would seem that we must picture the
megalith builders, whether Egyptians or their
pupils, sailing from Brittany, or northern Spain,
and discovering & new El Dorado in Cornwall
and Devon, and thus opening-up Britain for
the first time. As the ages passed these men
were followed by others. The part played
by the Pheenicians in this enterprise has yet to
be decided, and more will be said of them
shortly.

These ancient miners did not confine their
attention to Devon and Cornwall. They were
exploiting the lead of Derbyshire; for, as the
map shows clearly, their long barrows and
stone circles are closely associated with lead
mines. You may go for many miles in all
directions from the region of Derbyshire, where
is the carboniferous limestone that yields lead,
and you will find no megalithic monuments
nor lead mines. The association of these monu-
ments with mines is sure proof of the activities
of their builders. The Egyptians used lead
and galena even so early as the pre-Dymnastic
Age, 80, gince lead ore does not exist in a natural
state in that country, the presence of tombs
derived from Egyptian models near ancient
lead mines need cause us no surprise.

In other parts of Britain and Ireland there
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is a great mass of evidence to support the view
that the first food-producing people were
engaged in the exploitation of the mineral
regources of the country, their settlements
being, for the most part, situated near gold,
tin, lead, and copper mines; in some instances
they even were working iron mines for haematite,
which they used as a pigment.

If a survey be made of the materials used
by the builders of megaliths in England and
Wales, as well as in other countries, it is evident
that, in addition to the mining of metals,
which they exported to other countries, these
people were using for their ornamentation and
for their domestic indusiries, while living in
the country itself, substances such as jet,
amber, ochre, graphite; and so forth, that they
made implements of flint and of various hard
rocks, such as granite, diorite, and hornblende.
These all had to be sought out and circulated.
So, in the course of time, a considerable degree
of intercourse must have arisen in this country
itself, and ‘ trade routes” must have come
into existence, by which men moved from one
settlement to another. Thus jet, amber, as
well as pold, have been found in the barrows
of Wiltshire, far from their sources in nature.
So, in addition to the chief movement of
culture out from the Ancient East, which was
responsible for the first settlements in western
Europe, there socon arose smaller movements
connected with articles of everyday use. The
Egyptians, or their pupils, may have come to
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Britain on the gold hunf; they may have
settled in Scandinavia on account of its stores
of amber; but once settlements were made in
these and other countries they would begin
to live their own lives, and would in their turn
form daughter settlements.

The most important instance of a secondary
movement of culture known to me is that
responsible for the thick population of Wiltshire
and Dorset in those far-off days, the region
that contains Avebury and Stonehenge, two
of the largest megalithic monuments in these
islands. 'The probable extent of this population
may be gauged from Sketch Map No. 5. The
reason for this thick settlement is of so homely
a nature that it escaped me for some years,
until the dire necessity of accounting for it
would no longer brook delay. It was only
when I realized that this area was full of flint
workshops that the truth lay revealed. All
through England and Wales flint implements
were used by the megalith builders, These
must have been derived from the parts of the
country that yield flint, and the region depicted
on the map constitutes a considerable part of
this area. Throughout the chalk formation,
where flints were originally formed, at Brandon
in Suffolk, at Grimes’ Graves in the same
county, at Cissbury in Sussex, there are con-
siderable flint mines, evincing a considerable
degree of skill on the part of those who opened
them up. These mines, together with the
workshops of Dorset and Wilts, doubtless
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supplied the rest of the country with flint
implements. Even the solitary dolmen of Kit'’s
Coty in Kent is close to an important flint
quarry. The most homely and the most useful
raw material used in those days was therefore
responsible for a great concentration of popula-
tion. Sketch Map No. 5 shows how the remains
left behind by these people almost invariably
stop short of the chalk boundary, and but
rarely are found on the oolite formation, or
on formations later than the chalk.

The great concentration of population on the
chalk in those early days shows that civilization
had not yet emancipated itself from the chalk.
As in the Old Stone Age, the chalk formation
was chosen presumably because of its stores of
flint. Men had elaborated new needs that took
them on to new geological formations, and led
them across the sea to new lands, but they
were still, in this case, attached to the chalk,
with its stores of flint, just as we are to-day
greatly attracted to coal-bearing areas. Any
industrial civilization is mainly centred round
its sources of raw material, and the builders
of megaliths seem to have been no exception
to the rule.

In one case it is not yet possible to provide
a complete solution to the problem, and it is
well to take careful note of this exception.
On Sketch Map No. 5 it will be seen that many
long barrows are closely associated with the
lias formation. We do not yet quite know the
reason for this. These people used hamatite
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as a pigment, they used ochres, ruddle, and
iron pyrites for various purposes, all of which
substances occur in this formation. It may
therefore be that the settlement on the lias
boundary was due to the presence of such raw
materials. Future investigation will clear up
this mystery.

Much evidence could be adduced from other
parts of Europe to show that the builders of
megaliths were determined in their occupation
of any country by the presence of desjred
substances. One of the best-marked instances
of this sort is that of the Baltic, where the
seftlements of the megalith builders are so
strictly confined to the amber-producing regions
that there can be little doubt as to their in-
tentions. In France, Spain, and Portugal the
distribution of megaliths, although not yet
fully worked out, appears to conform to the
same principle,

The men who erected these monuments were
but the forerunners of others from the eastern
Mediterranean. The Cretans themselves traf-
ficked with the countries to the west. In
south-eastern Spain, for instance, ample traces
have been found of early intercourse with the
Aigean, the object of which undoubtedly was
the exploitation of the mineral wealth of the
Spanish Peninsula.

Fascinating as are these matters, they must
now be left on one side, and attention directed
to the rest of the activities of Egypt, the
mainspring of the movement.



CHAPTER V

THE ARCHAIC CIVILIZATION AND ITS
SPREAD

HE movement of culture out from the
eastern Mediterranean, and primarily
from Egypt, to western Europe that has
just briefly been described is only part of a
world-wide process to which attention must
now be paid. - :
It can be shown that the first food-producing
communities in all parts of the world outside
the area of the Ancient East, especially those
that could be reached by sea, possessed a culture
go similar to that of Egypt in the Pyramid
Age that little doubt can exist as to their mode
of origin. Part of this wave of cultural influence
was that which brought the builders of mega-
lithic monuments to the shores of Britain,
This movement also took builders of megalithic
monuments to the coasts of America, but in
their case signs exist of a later date of derivation
from Egypt, or, perhaps more strictly speaking,
a different mode of derivation. At the same
time no reasonable doubt can exist as to the
cultural relationship of this far-flung line of
settlements, or the common aims of builders
of megaliths the wide world over.
In order to understand the significance of
76
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this great world-wide movement of culture,
some attention must first be paid to the develop-
ment of Egyptian culture during the first six
dynasties. The first thing to be noted is that
event which gave to the Egyptian social and
political constitution an impress which has
always distinguished it from other early civiliza-
tions of the Ancient East. Prior to the founda-
tion of the First Dynasty Egypt consisted, it
seems, of two entirely distinct kingdoms—
Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt. The First
Dynasty marked the consolidation of the two
countries, and the Egyptians never forgot the
fact that their country was a.duality in unity.
The king was always known as the King of
Upper and Lower Egypt; he was under the
protection of the goddesses of both Upper and
Lower Egypt; his palace was double, so were
his treasuries; his coronation ceremony was
dual, for he was crowned separately King of
Upper and of Lower Egypt; his crown was
dual, as were his regalia in general; the high
priests of each of the two temples of Memphis
and Heliopolis were two in number; and in
many ways it was evident that the Egyptians
looked on their kingdom as a dual affair. This
even went so far as the use of libation vessels
with double spouts, that could pour out libations
simultaneously for both parts of the country.
The art of Egypt was profoundly influenced
by the duality of the political organization:
for heraldically opposed animals, that are so
frequently depicted in Egyptian art, are doubt-
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less representative of the duality of Egypt. A
splendid instance of this duality is seen n a late
painting on the end of a chest found in the
newly discovered tomb of Tutankhamen of the
Eighteenth Dynasty, where the king himself
is represented as two human-headed lions,
heraldically opposed. This form of art has been
carried all over the world, and it is a lasting
sign of the ancient duality of Egypt.

 The adoption, by the civilizations of Elam,
Sumer, and Crete, of a like form of ornamen-
tation, where two animals are heraldically
opposed, is yet another sign of Egyptian
influence in these places; for this form of
ornamentation is at home in Egypt, and has
direct reference to the political constitution of
the country, which is not, so far as is known,
the case in these other places.

This distinctive duality of political, social,
and economic organization is an index of
Egyptian influence the importance of which
can hardly be overrated. For, from India to
America, the texture of early society was shot
through and through with ideas of duality, and
the more we get to learn about these early
societies the closer becomes the similarity.
Indeed, the dual organization of society is so
arbitrary a form of organization that it alone,
when discovered in some outlying part of the
world, would be sufficient witness of the exist-
ence of Egyptian influence.

To turn to other elements of culture, the
mastaba type of grave, used by the kings and
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nobles of the first two dynasties, did not remain
long as the royal tomb. Although the nobles
continued for many dynasties to be buried in
mastabas, the kings, from the beginning of the
Third Dynasty onwards, built pyramids for
their graves. The coming of the pyramid
marks one of the great epochs of human history.
The earliest king to build a pyramida) form of
tomb was Zoser, the first king of the Third
Dynasty. He built a large stone mastaba, in
which he doubtless intended to be buried.
Then, for some reason or other, he decided to
build another on top of that, and then another,
till he finally had made what is called a * stepped
pyramid » consisting of six mastabas placed
one on top of the other, each mastaba being
smaller than that beneath it. This is the first
large monument of stone known to history.
The next royal tomb was a pyramid with
smooth sides, and for some dynasties the kings
were buried in pyramids. The largest were
made in the Fourth Dynasty, which marks the
culminating point of the Pyramid Age.

It is probable that the coming of the pyramid
means more than the mere adoption of a new
form of tomb. It is the outward and visible
sign of a movement that was fraught with
tremendous consequences for mankind., This
movement culminated, at the beginning of the
Fifth Dynasty, in the coming to power of the
Children of the Sun, a line of kings connected
with Heliopolis, the centre of Egyptian sun-
culf. There are signs that the Heliopolitan
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priests were influencing Egyptian afiairs before
they gained the throne. For although no
mention is made of the sun-god Re, the great
god of Heliopolis, in the royal pronouncements
of the first four dynasties, yet some of the
kings, especially in the Third and Fourth
Dynasties, when pyramid-making was in full
swing, had their names compounded partly of
that of Re. Moreover, the texts in the
pyramids of the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties—
none earlier are known—contain numerous
references to the sun-god and his cycle of
deities, while references to the sun-god are
entirely lacking in any mastaba tomb ; that is
to say, so far as we can see, the coming into
existence of pyramids meant a complete revolu-
tion in the ideas about religion and the future
life attained by the ruling group.- Perhaps
they had become converts to the solar theology
of Heliopolis, which promised the delights of
life after death with the sun-god in the sky,
and many other benefits not to be obtained in
any other way. Their conversion seems to
have been complete after the Fifth Dynasty, for
every king of Egypt was henceforth called on of
the Sun. While the royal family had thus come
to be associated with the sky, the rest of the
community went to the older lands of the dead,
which, in later times, were under-ground. So
after death the community was divided.

In the Third and Fourth Dynasties the royal
capital was at Memphis. In the first two
dynasties it had been at Abydos in Upper
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Egypt. Memphis was built, on the boundary
of Upper and Lower Egypt, as a fortress to help
keep the people of the Delta in order; but
it definitely became the capital at the beginning
of the Third Dynasty. At the beginning of
the Fifth Dynasty, during which the kings
began to call themselves the Children of the Sun,
the capital was still at Memphis. But in this
and the succeeding dynasty a curious state
of affairs came to pass, one that was spread
abroad by Egyptian influence. During the
Third and Fourth Dynasties the king had
ruled the country, but his office was mainly
concerned with the maintenance of the cults of
the gods, especially of Osiris, with whom his
father had become identified when mummified.
The civil administration of the country was
carried out by the crown prince, the eldest son
of the king, who was the vizier. When he came
to the throne he would therefore have a thorough
working knowledge of the administration of ‘the
State. But when the Heliopolitan Dynasty
came into power, at the beginning of the Fifth
Dynasty, a change was made in the mode of
administration of the State. The crown prince
was no longer the vizier, but that office was
filled by a member of a noble Memphite family,
by a man who usually bore the name of Pta,g,
the god of Memphis. All through the Fifth and
Sixth Dynasties there is no sign whatever of
the royal family carrying on the office of vizier,
At the end of the Fifth Dynasty, however, it
would seem that a close relationship existed.
6
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between the royal family and that of the
vizier ; for in all the cases where information is
available the vizier married a royal princess, and,
what is more, the king sometimes married into the
vizier’sfamily. Such aninterchange would serve
to consolidate the position of the ruling group, and
would tend, perhaps, to prevent strife.

The mode of government of ancient Egypt
was in all probability carried out by means of
councils. The vizier had a court called a
“hall,” and it seems that he was assisted in
his administration by a council. The country
was divided into ferritorial divisions called
“ nomes,” each ruled over by a governor, who,
in the first four dynasties, seems to have been
chosen by the king from among his relatives.
In the Fifth Dynasty the rulers of thenomes made
themselves hereditary, this being part of the weak-
ening of the fabric of the State that came about at
the inception of this dynasty. Each nome was
distinguished by some sort of emblem-—an animal,
plant, or material object. Also, there is some
reason to believe that each nome, theoretically
at least, consisted of groups of relatives.

The condition of Egypt in the Sixth Dynasty,
that is, about 2500 B.c., may be summed up
roughly as follows. The country consisted of
two distinct parts, each divided into a number
of territorial divisions ruled over by a hereditary
noble, each division distinguished by an emblem.
The king was a Son of the Sun, an incarnate
god, and he carried on the State sun-cult of
the sun-god. The civil administration of the
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country was presided over by the vizier, usually
a member of a family that intermarried with the
royal family, and never a member of the royal
family. Administration was carried on by
councils. The ruling group practised mummi-
fication, while the rest of the people were buried
in a crouched position. The royal family went
after death to the sky, while the rest of the
community, including the nobles, went if any-
where, to the land of the dead ruled over by
Osiris. The food supply was gained from irm-
gated fields and from domesticated animals.
All the arts and crafts were highly developed.

From at least as early as the First Dynasty
the Egyptian kings had been sending expeditions
to other countries to get stores of gold, ivory,
resinous substances, cedar, and so forth; in
fact, they were using a large number of sub-
stances that they obviously must have got from
somewhere else, In their earliest enterprises
they succeeded in establishing civilizations in
various places, which civilizations grew up
more or less on their own lines and acquired
personalities of their own.

Before starting out to describe the great
wave of culture that moved eastward to
America, I should like to mention a possible
result of this enterprise in the Pyramid Age
that is of profound importance to all interested
in the early history of civilization. The Egyp-
tians for many centuries sent expeditions to the
Syrian coast. I do not mean that they traded
with the coast, but that they actually went
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themselves to get cedar and other things, For
there has just lately been discovered the ruins
of an Egyptian temple of the times of the Third
Dynasty at Byblos, the scene of the death of
Adonis, the story of whom has such close
connexion with that of Osiris. The connexion
is very intimate, for Osiris, the king of Egypt
who was killed by Set, and put in a box which
floated out to sea, finally landed at Byblos.
These facts therefore make it patent that there
was a very intimate connexion between Egypt
and Byblos. The Adonis legend belongs to the
Pheenicians, who in Jater times were living on
the Syrian coast. The Pheenicians themselves
claimed to have come from the Bahrein Islands,
in the Persian Gulf, the seat of an important
pear]l fishery; and their physical type (so
Professor Elliot Smith informs me) is such as
probably arose in that region as the result
of admixture between Armenoid and Mediter-
ranean stocks (2).

The culture of the Phanicians, and of the
Carthaginians, their descendants, was so like
that of Egypt of the Pyramid Age, when the
Egyptians were actually settled on the Syrian
coast, that all doubts as to the origin of the
culture of these people may be laid at rest. The
Pheenicians had dual divisions of towns.
and Sidon, for instance, while probably forming
a dual grouping, with hostility between them,
as is constant in the dual organization through-
out the world, each consisted of two parts, a
seaward and a landward part, the seaward
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being situated on an island off the coast.
Carthage had the same formation.

In addition to displaying, in their culture,
go great similarities to Egypt, the Phenicians
were in close touch with that country, for which
they largely acted as carriers. The activities
of the Pheenicians as traffickers can readily
be appreciated by a perusal of the twenty-
seventh chapter of Ezekiel, one of the most
remarkable books of the Old Testament, which
certainly serves to give a clear idea of the
prestige of the Pheenicians in those days. They,
therefore, were carrying on the old traditions
of the Egyptians, and were constantly sending
out expeditions to get precious substances, and,
as we know, planting their own peculiar culture
wherever they made colonies. They thus con-
stitute an excellent example of the outward
expansion of Egyptian culture as the result of
Egyptian expeditions to the Syrian coast (3).

The question of the Pheenicians brings up
another serious matter for consideration. A
trade route runs down from Tyre, on the
Syrian coast, to Safed, situated north-west of
the Sea of Galilee, and in the midst of a country
famed for its richness in bitumen, and con-
taining, also, mines of lead and copfper. This
district presents, moreover, fields of dolmens,
which testify to a considerable activity in the
past of the builders of megalithic monuments.
" These men installed irrigation systems, with
terraces revetted with stome running up the
gides of the hills; they made round watch-
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towers like those found in Sinai near the
Egyptian mines, in Sardinia, Peru, and Britain ;
they also lived in beehive stone huts, as in
Sinai and Britain ; and their settlements were
also protected by means of megalithic fortresses,
just as occur in the Egyptian mines of Sinai
and in our country {4). Since Tyre was in such
close contact with this region, is it possible that
the Phenicians acquired thence, or perhaps
from the Egyptians themselves, the custom of
erecting megalithic monuments ! Was, in fact,
Pheenicia, so closely bound up with Egyptian
influence, the focus of the megalithic culture
of western Europe ? It is quite possible that
this is the case. But whether it be so or not
there is no doubt that the greatest trafficking
nation of antiquity was nothing more or less,
culturally speaking, than a child of Egypt.
When we turn to think of the etfects of
Egyptian intercourse towards the East an
extraordinary tale unfolds itself. Of course,
the first chapters are vague, but they can be
conjectured with fair certainty. We have to
realize that, from the time of the First Dynasty
at least, the Egyptian kings were sending
constantly to the land of Punt, to southern
Arabia, for gold, resins, feathers, ivory, and
other precicus substances. From the time of
the First Dynasty to that of the Sixth Dynasty
in Egypt, a period of six hundred years at least,
traffic had proceeded down the Red Sea by
ships the object of which was exploitation. Is
it likely that during this vast time, no attempt
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had been made to work round the coast of
Arabia, up the shores of the Persian Gulf, and
so on to India, where, on the Malabar coast,
would be found vast stores of pearls, gold, and
all manner of precious things? This traffic
can easily account for the foundation of the
civilization of Sumer, and, in later times, for
that of India. It is significant that the great
ruling family of ancient India, the Children of
the Sun, should have originated in the valley of
the Indus, at the most westerly point of India.
The fact that so many Indian boats show patent
signs of derivation from Egyptian models of the
Pyramid Age is, in itself, strong confirmation
of a point of view which, after all, is only
founded on common sense and an ordinary
knowledge of man’s habits.

An activity that persisted for many hundreds
of years must have had extremely complicated
effects. We should, therefore, not expect to
find that Egyptian influence in the East was of
a uniform pature. According to the changes
in the culture of that country, so would be the
external influence. The Egyptians and their
pupils may have sent out several expeditions,
which would have produced vastly different
results. For instance, Dr. C. E. Fox has lately
discovered, in San Cristoval of the Solomons, a
culture so distinctly Egyptian, and Egyptian
of the Pyramid Age, that the effect is simply
astounding. In fact it was this discovery that
led the late Dr. Rivers to agree definitely with
Elliot Smith’s conviction of the predominance
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of Egypt in the cultural history of the world.
The ruling class of certain parts of San Cristoval
make mastaba tombs of definite Egyptian type,
with a vertical shaft, at the bottom of which
they place the mummified remains of their
dead. This type of tomb only appeared in
the Pyramid Age in Egypt, and its evolution
was the result of certain peculiar events in that
country. The people who wuse these tombs
also place on top of the mastaba a dolmen,
under which they place a portrait statue with
a pigtail, a form of statue that is certainly
Egyptian and of the Pyramid Age. Many of
their beliefs and customs likewise hark back
to the Pyramid Age in Egypt. So, therefore,
somehow or other, men who seemingly were
Egyptians got into the Solomons at some
remote age, probably in the Pyramid Age itself,
and there founded a civilization. How did
they get there ? So far as is known at present
there are no traces of such mastaba tombs or
of like portrait statues between the two coun-
tries. Are we to believe, therefore, that these
men were actually Egyptians of the Pyramid
Age who were wrecked on this island, who
settled down to make the best of things ? What
other construction are we to put on these facts ?

On the other hand, Elliot Smith definitely
states that the technique of mummification of
the Torres Straits is that of the Twenty-first
Dynasty ; that these people practised a tech-
nique that took the Egyptians many centuries
to claborate. This suggests intercourse at a
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much later date. So, in thinking of the cultural
history of regions like the Pacific we must be
prepared to keep our minds open for any
developments. We must remember that the
ancients had large ships, which enabled them to
travel large distances. Even the Polynesians had
boats that would take two hundred people on
board, and on ships of that size you can go any-
where. Theseboats would befarlarger than those
in which the first navigators crossed the Atlantic.

In thousands of years of intercourse much
can happen. One of the most fascinating
problems that has been raised by investigations
sach as those described in this book is that
of the plant termed ¢aro in the Pacific (Colocasia
antiquorum). This was the most ancient food-
plant in the East Indian Archipelago and the
Pacific, for it was used in the East Indian
Archipelago long before the introduction of
rice. It was used by the first food-producing
communities of Indonesia and Oceania as a
staple form of food, and it still is widely used.
This plant belongs to India. What, therefore,
are we to say when we find its use widespread
in Africa, in Egypt, Uganda, West Africa, in
countriee far removed from its homeland ?
The only reasonable explanationisthat the early
voyagers brought it home with them to Egyptand
elsewhere, just as Raleigh brought back the'potato
from Peru. Such an instance as this serves to
throw a flood of light on early intercourse between
widely separated regions of the world.

As a result of this early intercourse there
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came into being a chain of communities from
India to America, all possessing cultures strik-
ingly similar, in all essentials, to that of Egypt
of the Pyramid Age. In order to facilitate
discussion I have called this early world-wide
civilization the Archaic Civilization.
Beginning at the West, and working east-
wards, the first country to be considered is
India, where there are numerous dolmens and
stone circles, as well as rock-cut tombs reminis-
cent of those found in Europe, Syria, and else-
where. The builders of these monuments were
able men. They thought little of transporting
stones weighing hundreds of tons over several
miles of difficult country, in order to form a
cap-stone for their dolmens. They worked
gold mines, quarrying out the quartz reef to a
depth of six hundred feet, and ground every ounce
of the quartz by hand in stone querns, of which
they have left multitudes lying about on the
und. These mines are of such vast anti-
quity that, when Europeans rediscovered them
some years ago, and began to open them up, the
local natives ridiculed them for their pains,
Not even traditions of these activities remain,
The ancient gold-miners were the first food-
roducing people that entered India. They
g)und it tenanted, doubtless, by food-gathering
tribes similar to the Veddas of Ceylon and
certain jungle tribes of southern India, tribes
called pre-Dravidian by scientists, These old
treasure-seekers soon found out all the important
gites of gold, copper, and so forth, and made
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their settlements near these places, installing
irrigation systems by which to grow their food.
Major Munn, Inspector of Mines to H.M. the
Nizam of Hyderabad, says that since 1908 he
has invariably found old copper and gold mines
associated with megalithic remains, and that he
has never found the two apart. Thus there is
little doubt what attracted the ancients to India.
The megalith builders in India made one
great discovery. They found, lying about on
the surface in great quantities, in Hyderabad
and elsewhere, iron of such a quality that it
practically constituted a natural steel. In fact,
1t was of this iron that Damascus blades were
made. The men of the archaic civilization
soon appreciated the value of this iron, and
began to make implements of it. That is why
we find so many of their settlements, as well as
those of the native tribes that have acquired
their culture, situated near important sources
of iron. In the Salem district, for instance,
go noted for its iron, dolmens and stone circles
abound. Again—to take for an example a
native tribe—the Khasi of Assam, so notable
for their megalithic monuments and iron work-
ing, have settled in a part of Assam that con-
taing much iron ore. So, instead of confining
themselves to formations yielding supplies of
gold, copper, and so forth, the peoples of India
have also occupied the formations that yield
iron. The craft of iron-working was, in time,
carried further east, so that we find the peoples
of the East Indian Archipelago, which may be
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called Indonesia for short, working ironm, in
Borneo, Celebes, and elsewhere, théy having, in
the case of Celebes, learned the craft from wonder-
ful strangers; who built megalithic monuments,
and therefore belonged to the archaic civilization.

Inquiry into the political and social organiza-
tion of Indian peoples shows that the nearer
we go back to beginnings the clearer does if
become that the old social order was based on a
dual organization like that of Egypt. For
instance, the country ruled over by the Nayars
of the Malabar coast, a region possessing rock-
cut tombs of obvious Egyptian design, dolmens,
and many old mining sites, is divided into two
parts, north and south, each connected with a
distinet colour, and each consisting of a number
of territorial divisions. One part of the country,
the northern, is considered to be superior to the
other. Moreover, the followers of the Nayar
chiefs were formerly divided into two groups,
hostile to each other.

This feature of the bisection of the popula-
tion into two hostile divisions is very wide in
South India, and doubtless further inquiry
would find that it is very deep-seated. We find
for instance, that in Mysore the castes are
divided into two hostile groups, and that
faction fights are common. In certain places
each group has its own special meeting-place, or
entrance to the common meeting-place. This
duality of society in India is also found in
Assam, among existing tribes such as the Abor
and the Naga, and in the old kingdoms like that
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of the Ahom; but here, as elsewhere, the
system is in ruins.

India is of peculiar importance in the study
of movements of early culture, for it was the
original home to which Polynesian tradition
harks back. In South India the caste of the
Paravas, the pearl-fishers of the Gulf of Manaar,
is composed of folk of pure Polynesian type,
who, together with their fellow-castes, like the
Pariahs, belong to the dual grouping of society.
The imyportance of these Polynesian pearl-
fishers lies in the fact that, on every pearl-bed
from Ceylon to the shores of America, and,
again, in America itself, there are distinct
traces of a form of civilization closely akin to
that of Egypt in the Pyramid Age. The
ancestors of the Polynesians were the carriers
of this archaic civilization into the Pacific,
The Polynesians are also of great interest in one
more important particular—they are partly.
of the same physical type as the Phenicians,
who were, as Elliot Smith claims, formed of a
mixture of peoples in the Persian Gulf, again
the seat of an important pearl-fishery. These
facts make it possible to imagine the nature of
the spread of civilization to the East. It went
by sea from pearl-bed to pearl-bed, until it
reaclied America, and there, again, it spread
over the widespread pearl-beds of the American
continent. In certain instances, of course,
it struck inland, and settlements were found, ag
in India, in mining regions.

The carriers of this archaic civilization starbed
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from India, and went out by way of Indonesia
to the Pacific, leaving behind them traces that
still are to be detected. Thus, in the Malay
Peninsula and in Burma polished stone imple-
ments, identical in type with those left behind
by the old builders of megaliths in western
Europe, India, and elsewhere, have been dis-
covered in old gold and tin workings, and
especially in the immense gold mines of the
rovince of Pahang of the Malay Peniunsula.
ese implements are typical of the archaic
civilization from one end of the world to the
other, their range being from Ireland, right
across the Pacific to the eastern United States.
When I say that they are typical, I mean that
they were only made by the first food-gathering
peoples of India, Indonesia, Polynesia, and so,
on; that the later peoples failed to make them,
and simply regard them as magical, as ‘‘ thunder
teeth,” and use them in their magical practice,
#8 I have shown in The Children of the Sun and
in The Origin of Magic and Religion. Wherever
these implements are found it can be certain
that we are very near fo the archaic civilization.
Polished stone implements have also been
found in parts of Sumatra, where there are old
gold workings ; again in Java, which island
dolmens and stone images of Poly-

nesian type. Thus, in spite of the fact that
Hindu and other later influences, such as the
Mohammedan, have swept across parts of
Indonesia, there still remain ample traces of
the archaic civilization. But in places such as
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Celebes and the surrounding islands, and in the
Moluccas, where there are many pearl-beds, the
old order has not been entirely swept away.
We still find, in certain places near sources of
pearls, gold, and so forth, ample traces of the
archaic civilization. Sometimes, as in Timor
and Celebes, the Children of the Sun still rule,
or ruled within historical times ; in other places,
such, for instance, as southern Celebes and the
neighbouring region, the political constitution
is based on the dual organization.

Indonesia, like India, has been the scene of
later movements of culture, such as that of the
Hindu, which have obliterated much of the past
and have reduced the old order to fragments.
It is when we arrive at the gateway of the
Pacific that signs of the old society become
prominent. One of the most wonderful sites
of an old civilization in the world, and one that
is practically ignored, is that of the Carolines,
the group of islands situated in Micronesia.
Here, in Ponape, there is a great artificial
Venice, with quays and breakwaters built out
into the sea, made of immense blocks of coral.
The people of the Carolines, whoever they were,
were highly civilized, and the existence of this
great civilization on the boundary of the
Pacific is of fundamental importance to all
students of movements of culture. Men who
were capable of feats such as recorded by Mr.
F. W. Christian, in his work on The Caroline
Islands, who could build great walls and break-
waters, who could install elaborate irrigation
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works, were quite capable of civilizing America.
That would not have been an impossible task
for them. Indeed, it seems, to me at least,
inevitable that, having got so far east these
men could hardly help going still further.

The political and social constitution of the
€aroline Islands must formerly have been based
on a thoroughgoing dual system. Even at the
present day society is organized in that way.
Each village is ruled by two families, which
provide respectively the sacred and war chiefs,
These two families intermarry, and this rule
holds good throughout the village, so that a
man has to take his wife from the other group.
Sometimes the village is arranged as two
parallel rows of houses, with a street between,
and the members of each group have to live on
one side of this street. Therefore the rule is
that you have to marry across the street. Each
village, when large enough, has two landing-
stages, one for each side. In the club-houses,
the members of either group sit down the right
or left hand side while ceremonials are in pro-
gress. In every way the life of the community
is on a dual basis. Between the two groups
there is incessant hostility.

The important thing to remember about this
form of society is that it is not found universally
in Polynesia, although the Polynesians, from
one end of the Pacific to another, are related
to each other. It is only found in regions where
there are pearl-beds, or gold-fields. In those
places you will invariably find remains of the



ARCHAIC CIVILIZATION : ITS SPREAD 97

archaic civilization. For instance, the dual
organization of society, stone circles, and other
patent signs of the archaic civilization exist
in British New Guinea, but are absent in the
Gilbert, Ellice, and other groups of Polynesia.
In British New Guinea, in regions where these
remains are to be found, there are pearl-fisheries
and gold-workings, such as have attracted the
people of the archaic civilization to the utter-
most ends of the earth, In Melanesia there are
many pearl-fisheries ; the region is full of stone
remains of the archaie civilization ; and society
at the present day is organized on the dual
basis. Fach community consists of two parts,
the members of which must intermarry, just
as in the Carolines. Hostility exists between
them, they have their distinctive colours, and
one is superior to the other, just as in India and
elsewhere. Thjs dual form of society is found
also in San Cristoval of the Solomons, the island
that contains such manifest traces of Egyptian
influence. In New Caledonia, again, there are
dolmens and other megalithic monuments,
extensive irrigation systems, chiefs calling them-
gelves Children of the Sun, who are mummified
after death, the dual organization and other
conclusive tokens of the influence of the archaic
civilization. This is also the¥case in Tahiti,
on the other side of the Pacific, and the acene
of the most important pearl-fisheries of Oceania
at the present time,
In short, it can be shown that in those
of Oceania which are rich in pearls, gold or some
7
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analogous form of wealth the culture of the
peoples approximates, or formerly approximated
'with varying degrees of closeness, to that of
Egypt in the Pyramid Age. We find mummi-
fication for rulers, the dual organization of
society, the ruling class of the Children of the
Sun, the sun-cult, irrigation, polished stone
implements, megalithic monuments, and many
other features of culture which, as has been
urged in The Children of the Sun, came into
existence in Egypt. On the other hand, in
those parts of Oceania where such valuable
things are lacking, such as the Gilbert, Ellice,
Tokelau, and other groups, which have been
colonized later, this archaic civilization is in
ruins, and but little trace of it can be detected.

One interesting feature of the colonization
of the Pacific by the builders of megalithic
monuments is that they brought with them
their own food-plants. Polynesians live largely
on the produce of the bread-fruit, banana, and
other plants. The bread-fruit does not belong
to Polynesia at all. In that region it is not
found to seed, but has to be propagated by
suckers, like the banana in the islands east of
Fiji. Both the bread-fruit and the banana
belong to India, and it is certain that they must
have been transplanted bodily to the confines
of Polynesia. The important feature of this
accomplishment lies in the fact that these
plants had to be propagated by suckers, for in
Oceania they have lost the power of seeding.
It is a feat of no mean order successfully to



ARCHAIC CIVILIZATION : ITS SPREAD 99

transplant suckers over several thousands of miles
of sea, and to rear the plants in their new home.
People who could do that would have no
trouble in taking the taro to Egypt and other
parts of Africa. This skill in horticulture is
only additional evidence as to the high stage
of culture of these old wanderers, the men who
built Ponape and worked the great gold mines
ot India and the Malay Peninsula. They were
no barbarians, but men of high skill in every-
thing that they undertook. As witness of their
stage of culture it may be said that there still
survive, in the Carolines and on Easter Island,
forms of writing. The possession of a script
is evidence of a high form of civilization, so the
fact that these men could write is of great
importance. It must further be noted that
these men of old have left behind them, in
Celebes, and probably elsewhere in Indonesia,
celts of copper. Therefore the ancestors of
the Polynesians were, for yet another reason,
men of a high order of culture, of a far higher
order than is generally supposed.

When we arrive on the American coast we
find that Peru, Costa Rica, Guatemala, and else-
where preserve traces of the former existence
of men of a high order of civilization. We
find the people on the coast of Peru erecting
great pyvramids, building numerous megalithic
monuments, making wonderful pottery and
jewellery, practising mummification, and in
every way reproducing the salient features
of Egyptian civilization of the Pyramid Age,
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with no essential additions, but several sub-
tractions. The coastal people of Pern are
interesting in that they made pots with double
spouts, just like those of the Egyptians and
Cretans, Moreover, there is evidence for the
past existence of the dual organization of
society in Peru and Colombia, although the
facts are not so plentiful as could be wished.
The work of recent expeditions in Brazil suggests
that a dual organization of society of a thorough-
going nature must formerly have existed in
South America. The motive for the occupation
of Peru by the men of the archaic civilization
is obvious enough when the vast stores of gold,
silver and other minerale that the country
contains are borne in mind. The great centre
round Lake Titicaca was in a region full of such
wealth. The founders of the Peruvian civiliza-
tion had not forgotten their old skill on their
travels across the Pacifie, for they installed
immense irrigation works, constructing systems
of terraces running thousands of feet up the
pides of the Andes, with stone retaining walls,
that excite the admiration of all who examine
them. Sometimes the topmost terrace is only
about a yard sguare, and in it were carefully
planted grains of maize, or tomato or potato
plants, The Peruvians, at the time of arrival
of the Spaniards, were cultivating eighty dif-
ferent sorts of vegetables. Their civilization
was, in some respects, one of the most remark-
able that the world has ever seen. Their royal
family reproduced with great fidelity some of
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the important characteristics of that of Egypt ;
their dead were mummified, as indeed were-
those of most of the people; they practised
marriages of mnear relatives; they were the
Children of the Sun; they built pyramids;
and in many other ways they resembled the
rulers of Egypt of the Pyramid Age.

In Costa Rica the ancient remains are of great
interest, but little yet is known of the conditions
in that country. The place of the greatest
interest to students of the movement of culture
is the region of Central America and Mexico.
Here was established the great civilization of
the Maya, which in time gave rise to all the
civilizations of Mexico, Honduras, Yucatan,:
and the United States generally, with the
exception of the west coast, which evidently
has affinities with Asia. This Maya civiliza-
tion, so far as we know it, reproduces many
characteristic elements of Asiatic culture, and
has nothing peculiar to itself. The Maya
people had polished stone implements,
pyramids, the sun-cult, and many other elements
of culture that go to make up the archaic
civilization. Since it was the parent civiliza-
tion of the northern half of the continent, its
mode of origin is of great importance to us.

One of the most interesting features of the
Maya civilization lies in its possession of
elements of culture that can only have appeared
there by direct transmission from the neigh-
bourhood of Asia. For instance, many features
of the pyramids and of the ritual conform so
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closely to those found in Cambodia in the early
centuries of our era as to leave no room to
doubt of their origin. Again, as Elliot Smith
has shown so clearly, certain carvings at Copan,
one of the earliest, if not the earliest, of the
Maya cities, are those of Indian elephants.
That the carving is intended to represent an
elephant no one can well contest. But accord-
ing to Elliot Smith the carving is that of an
Indian elephant. The elephant is, of course,
unknown in America during the Christian
era (2), so it follows that the carver, or the man
who ingpired him, must have come from Asia.
This is made the more probable in that, in the
later Maya cities, no representations of elephanta
of such realism are found, but, on the other
hand, the native artist, never having seen an
elephant, confused the trunk with the beak of
a macaw, and finally produced a carving of a
macaw beak pure and simple. This is only
what would be expected.

The founders of the Maya civilization lacked
none of the skill of the rest of the people of
the archaic civilization. They discovered maize
very soon after their arrival, and began to
cultivate it. As they formed new settlements
they took this plant with them, and its use
ultimately spread throughout the United States.

The mode of spread of civilization in America
was of the same nature as in the rest of the
world. The food-producing people went from
one source of valuable materials to another,
taking with them the typical elements of the
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archaic civilization. For instance, the old
Mexican cities are situated so closely in associa-
tion with the modern railway systems that
little doubt can exist as to the intentions of
their builders. Railways were made in Mexico
for the mineral traffic, and not for passenger
traffic. 'When, therefore, it is found that the
ancients made their settlements in regions
now served by railways, as I have shown in a
map in The Children of the Sun, there can be
no doubt that they were interested in gold,
copper, and so forth, just as are modern men.
The Mexicans were great users of metals, so
no difficulty lies in the way of the acceptance
of the view that their choice of settlement was
guided by the presence of raw materials.

In course of time Mexicans began to work
up into the United States, taking with them
the characteristic features of the archaic civili-
zation, such as the Children of the Sun, the
use of polished stone implements, irrigation,
the dual organization, and so forth (2). Their
aims were to exploit the wealth of that vast
territory. In the eastern States they found
innumerable sources of pearls in the basins of
the great rivers; they found gold, copper, and
other metals in the Apallachian Mountains ;
they got copper on the shores of Lake Superior ;
they mined turquoise, gold, copper, and so forth,
in New Mexico and Arizona. In all these
places they left behind them communities with
cultures s0 like that of the archaic civilization
as to leave no reasonable doubt as to their
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derivation. The pearl-fishers of the eastern
States left behind them thousands of mounds,
some of them of enormous extent, that are
obviously degenerate pyramids, some of which
contain burial chambers of stone ; and in these
mounds there have been found many hundreds
of thousands of pearls, unfortunately burnt,
and so of no use. These mounds are invariably
situated near to water; they are on the banks
of the rivers, and lakes where pearl-bearing
mussels and oysters are still to be found (5).
Thus a movement of culture that set out
from Egypt about the beginning of the fourth
millennium B.c. ultimately landed in America
about the beginning of our era, and there
founded civilizations essentially the same as
that of Egypt in the Pyramid Age, and only
differing from it in certain details due to the
circumstances in which they were founded.
This movement took three thousand years,
more or less, to accomplish this journey, but it
can be traced with fair accuracy for thousands
of miles. When we remember the high degree
of culture exhibited by the people of the archaic
civilization in India, Indonesia, and Oceania,
there is little difficulty in believing that they
originated the civilization of America. Indeed,
there is one imperative reason why this should
be the case; for, as has been said, the Maya
civilization is the most advanced of those of the
northern half of America, and from it were
derived all the later food-producing com-
munities, with the exception of those of the
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north-west coast. It is found, as an invariable
rule, that, as time goes on, the cultural level
in all parts of this great region of North America
invariably drops. Omne element of culture after
another is lost, and, so far as is at present
. known, there is not one fact to show how any
element of culture originated in America. That
is to say, the Maya civilization suddenly appears
from nowhere, and it is at its zenith at its very
beginning. How could this apparent miracle
happen, except as the result of the arrival in
America of men with the civilization that had
been built up so slowly and painfully in the
Ancient East? When it is remembered how
many hundreds or thousands of years it took the
Egyptians to get from the lower Pal=olithic Age
to the Pyramid Age, how they acquired one
element of culture after another, it is simply
incredible that another people, entirely inde-
pendently, traversed the same path, or rather,
got to the same results, in the space of a few
ghort years, and left no apparent trace of the
means by which they accomplished this feat.
This great ferment of civilization did not
confine itself to the production of the move-
ment across the Pacific to America, although
that is certainly its most impressive achieve-
ment from the spectacular point of view. It
was at work in all parts of the earth, We find,
for instance, in Korea a great group of dolmens
gituated near what Baelz describes as one of
the richest gold mines of Asia. We find in Japan
likewise, & country rich in minerals, wany
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traces of the archaic civilization; and the
political organization of the Japanese, their
Mikados descended from the sun-goddess, and
their Shoguns clearly reveal the origin of the
civilization of these people. In the region of
the upper Yeneisei, again, there are many
dolmens and pyramids, together with extensive
irrigation systems, in a region full of ancient
gold and copper mines (6), but too little is as
yet known of this region and of Mongolia to
make it possible to say much more about them.
This is unfortunate in that, as will be shown
later, some of the most important ruling groups of
the world came thence. Mention also must be
made of the dolmens of the Caucasusand Armenia,
and of their attendant irrigation systems.

In an account of the spread of civilization from
the Ancient East it is impossible to omit any
mention of China. It is agreed on all sides
that China derived its civilization from the West.
There is one significant feature concerning the
possible mode of origin of Chinese civilization
that well merits attention. The place most
closely associated by the Chinese with the origin
of their civilization is Siangfu, the capital of
Shensi. Siangfu is situated on the banks of the
Wei, a tributary of the Hoang-ho or Yellow
‘River, It is near to important gold and jade
mines, and therefore would have attracted
men possessed of the elements of culture of the
Ancient East; but, what is more important,
there are near Siangfu, as Mr. Nicholls has shown
in his work Through Hidden Shenss, some
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enormous pyramidal mounds of earth, placed
four-square to the cardinal points, whose origin
is entirely unknown to the Chinese. What is
the meaning of these remarkable monuments,
situated, as they are, in the very cradle of the
Chinese race, and utterly unlike anything that
the Chinese themselves have ever made, so far
as is known, with the exception of a pyramid
in Shantung, a province where early outside
influence is to be detected ? Is it true, as
de Guignes so long ago asserted, that Chinese
civilization owes its origin to an Egyptian
colony ? Or are the Babylonians to take the
credit in this case, for they too built pyramids ?
Whatever be the explanation, it is evident that
the problem of Chinese civilization will not be
solved until this mystery is cleared up.

When thinking of the western origin of
Chinese civilization it is important to try to
discover traces of a movement of culture across
central Asia towards China. We should expect,
after the discussions of the past few pages, to
find that the first civilized settlers of Turkestan
were out on & definite search, and that their
mode of settlement had some reference to
their desires. It is certain that the first food-
producers in eastern Turkestan were men who
knew of gold and used it extensively. They
were also irrigators. But they did not make
any great use of stone, their houses being of
brick. Therefore there is little reason to think
that this cultural influence was directly due to
Egyptian influence. It is more likely that it
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was the result of Babylonian influence, since
the culture of Persia was impregnated through
and through from that direction, the early
Persian writing, for instance, being based on
that of Babylonia. Whatever the origin of
their cultures their intentions were evidently
the same as those of other civilized men of the
times. In this case they were seeking gold;
for in Turkestan all-the gold is in the rivers,
some of which—for instance the Zerafschan—
were famous in antiquity. There is no gold in
the rocks ; it is all in the river gravels. There-
fore any people engaged in getting gold would
tend to concentrate on the river banks. More-
over, if they were irrigators they would also tend
to concentrate in that way. If on the same
map be plotted out the distribution of irrigation
in central Asia, as given by Moser, in his work
on L'irrigation en U Asie Centrale, and that of
gold, as given by Mushketov in Les richesses
minérales du Turkestan russe, it is found that
the rivers with gold have irrigation systems
along their banks, while those without gold have
no such remains, The inference is obvious:
the first food-producers of central Asia were
civilized men who sought gold, and setftled
where they found it. These men worked east-
wards, getting gold and installing irrigation
systems, until, in the basin of the Tarim, or
somewhere in the neighbourhood of Khotan,
they came into contact with the ancestors of
the Chinese, who evidently were in the pure
food-gathering stage of culture, and gave them
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the elements of their civilization. That seems
to be the fundamental position with regard to
the origin of Chinese civilization. That Baby-
lonian influence was probably the most impor-
tant is probable. The pyramidal mounds of
Siangfu may well have been Babylonian. It
may be, and probably is, true that Egyptian
influence lies at the base of Babylonian civiliza-
tion, but that civilization was well able to live
its own life, once it was stably founded, and
to exert influences on the surrounding countries,
justas the Dravidian civilization of India was able
to found those of Burma, Cambodia, and Java.

It is not easy at first to realize the nature
of the process of spread of civilization from the
Ancient East to all corners of the globe. It
seems natural to imagine that people in all parts
of the world would independently have come
to invent the fundamenta! elements of civiliza-
tion. Nevertheless, all the evidence is to the
effect that the outlying civilizations were
founded by men wandering about the world
seeking for gold, pearls, and other desired
substances, who found fresh lands either unin-
habited by men or tenanted by wandering bands
of food-gatherers. Out of the combination of
these two elements, physical and cultural, grew
the great civilizations of the earth, It is
fascinating to think that most of the important
gold-fields and pearl-beds of the earth had been
visited by men many centuries before they were
opened up by Europeans, to realize that the gold-
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miners of New Guinea are digging up polished

stone implements from the gold gravels, just
as did the gold-miners of California during
last century, as silent witnesses to the former
presence of the men of the archaic civilization.
Men were at work in Alaska many centuries
before Europeans discovered gold there. And
so the tale runs in all parts of the earth, whether
it be West Africa, Rhodesia, the Ural Moun-
tains, or Sumatra. Modern exploiters of gold,
pearls, and other precious substances have
often been anticipated by men the memory of
whom has long since disappeared among the
native populations.

Some inkling of the manner of spread of such
early communities may be derived from the
story of the foundation of the kingdom of Pegu
in Burma. In this story it is said that the
founders, men of royal family from India, took
with them many families in order to make a
settlement (7). The people of the archaic
civilization must have moved about over sea
in large boats, and probably they carried as
many as two hundred or more individuals at
once. A few boatloads would soon enable them
to establish themselves securely. When these
people arrived in any country they would
probably soon make friends with the natives,
and would incorporate them in the community
as the lower orders, giving them their rules
and regulations with regard to marriage and so
on. The skilled craftsmen that they brought
with them would set to work and would soon
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build a considerable settlement, the culture of
which would in many respects resemble that of
their homeland. But, as time went on and the
memory of the homeland became faint, when
ideas became influenced by the new life that
they were leading, a change would come over
their art and other activities, and the culture
would take on its own particular characteristics.

One important feature of the first civiliza-
tions of the far distant parts of the earth is that
they were one and all founded on irrigation, the
fundamental element of the first food-producing
culture, This irrigation was practised by these
wanderers as their mode of cultivation—they
knew no other—and they installed irrigation
systems wherever they went, irrespective of
climatic and other circumstances. And it was
round this irrigation that the whole life of the
community centred, the greater part of the
religious ritual being concerned with ceremonies
connected with the production of crops.

If it be true that the earliest civilizations of
the world were the work of wanderers from the
Ancient East two problems are immediately
presented for solution. The first is as follows:
How are the existing food-producing peoples

_of the lower culture, who do not practise irriga-
tion in many cases, to be accounted for ? The
second is: How is the ultimate degradation
and sometimes the disappearance of these early
civilizations to be explained? These two
problems will be considered in turn.



CHAPTER VI
PEOPLES OF THE LOWER CULTURE

T is commonly assumed that the food-

producing communities of the lower culture,

that is to say, peoples who are generally
termed ‘ savages,” represent a cultural stage
through which the higher civilizations must
once have passed. This supposition underlies
practically all current speculation concerning
the beginnings of civilization ; and sociologists,
psychologists, economists, and other students
of humanistic studies believe implicitly that
what is done or thought by lowly peoples
necessarily represents what was done and
thought by the ancestors, say, of the ancient
Egyptians. This attitude towards less-
developed peoples is due in great measure to
the influence, or rather the misunderstanding,
of the evolutionary doctrines to which the work
of Darwin gave such an impetus during the
latter half of the last century. Since, in the
organic world in general, it can be said, broadly
speaking, that the simpler forms of life have
preceded those more highly organized, it was
assumed, with a certain amount of plausibility,
that the simple forms of social organism must
necessarily have preceded the more advanced
in all parts of the world, and thjs principle was

112
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uncritically applied to the study of human
culture.

The first writer who set men’s feet firmly
on this road of thought in this couniry was
the late Sir Edward Tylor. Herbert Spencer
also played an important part in the history
of the movement. But it is regrettable that
the followers of Tylor pushed to an extreme
one side of his thesis at the expense of the other.
Had they followed him more strictly it is
possible that the history of anthropological
thought during the past fifty years might have
been far different. For Tylor, although assert-
ing the general proposition of advance in
culture in all parts of the world, at the same
time drew attention to the fact that degradation
of culture had taken place on a large scale ; and
he stated that the study of cultural degradation
might yield important results. It is a profound
g)ity that this hint was not followed up seriously ;
" for there can be no doubt whatever that the
culture of the less civilized food-producing
communities of the earth is derived from some
higher civilization; that, in fact, the great
wave of culture which, as was seen in the last
chapter, swept over the earth from the Ancient
East, was the stimulus which inspired the cultures
of native populations from China to Peru. Or, to
put it another way, not one particle of evidence
exists to warrant the belief that any food-produc-
ing people of lowly culture can be shown
independently to have invented any of those

fundamental arts and crafts that they possess.
s
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These are strong statements, and they require
strong support. That support is readily forth-
coming, The position can be considered in
general terms, or in detail, but the result is
always the same. To take the general consider-
ations first. Consider Sketch Map No. 7. It
shows roughly the distribution of remains of
the archaic civilization in all parts of the world.

- It shows, also, the boundary between the food-
atherers and the food-producers. Thus
undary does not represent the actual con-
dition of affairs at one particular time. It
represents what is certainly known to have
been the condition of affairs in different parts
of the world at different times. For instance,
the boundary between food-gatherers and food-
producers is drawn just south of the Soudan in
Africa, because it is known that the Bantu, the
great group of peoples who now occupy Africa
south of this line, only began to move south
from the north-east about 1,100 years X
Prior to their arrival the whole of this vast
region was given over to the Bushmen and
Negritos, with the exception of southern
Rhodesia, where were the great mining settle-
ments of peoples from Arabia, which are such
eloquent witnesses to the skill of the men of
old. Again, the boundary in northern Europe
and Siberia represents roughly what must have
been the condition of affairs before the spread
of the Yakut and other tribes, who were driven
northwards by the pressure produced by the
conquests of Genghis Khan in the thirteenth
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century o.p. In North America the boundary
represents the distribution of population before
the arrival of the Spaniards and the introduc-
tion of the horse, the result of which was to
cause a movement into the plains.

The meaning of this boundary, therefore, is
that it can be shown that food-producing
peoples have, in historical times, been advancing
into territories occupied solely by food-gatherers.
This is precisely the sort of movement that
presumably gave rise to the first food-producing
settlements in the outlying parts of the world.
It was said, it will be remembered, that the
food-producing stage of culture began in the
Ancient East, and that the rest of the world
was in the food-gathering stage of culture for
a long time after the process of development
of civilization had begun. It is evident that
this movement is not, even now, come to
an end; there still are food-gatherers, and
their conversion into food-producers is still
proceeding. :

When the map is considered as a whole one
remarkable fact emerges. It is seen that the
most highly organized societies of ancient
times—those of the Ancient East, China,
Mexico, and Peru, all of them founded at
different dates, it is true, but all of them the
earliest in time in their respective parts of the
world—occupy the central positions ; next them
are various food-producing communities of a
lower order of culture; and on the outskirts
are the food-gatherers. This distribution of
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culture can obviously have been the outcome
of a great process of growth from the centre,
the effect of the stimulus growing fainter as
the original focus becomes more remote, this
being a common feature of propagated stimuli.
This comparative distribution of culture, com-
bined with the knowledge of the actual outward
movement of culture in historical times, makes
it possible to rely with more confidence on the
hypothesis that the whole of the culture of the
outlying parts of the earth has been acquired by
a process of transmission from an original centre,

When the relations between modern food-
producing ples of lowly culture and the
highly civilized wanderers of the past are
considered, one noteworthy fact at once emerges,
The map shows that, in general, such peoples
of lowly culture live in places containing ruins
indicative of an order of civilization far higher
than that which they themselves possess, or
else they claim to have come from such a region.
I have adduced a great amount of evidence in
support of this thegis in The Children of the Sun,
to which the reader is referred for a discussion
of details. At the present day, in the region
of the upper Yeneisei, peoples of lowly culture,
hardly above the food-gathering stage, are
wandering about in places full of ruins of ancient
irrigation systems, large stone monuments, and
many ancient copper and gold mines, all of
them indicative of the former presence of
people with a high order of civilization. Even
in & region so far away as Alaska, the home of
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the Eskimo, there are ruins indicative of the
presence in the past of peoples of a high degree
of culture, and this serves to account for some
features of Eskimo culture that otherwise might
cause men to think that they were a highly
inventive people. In North America the re-
lationship between the distribution of food-
producing peoples and remains of a high order
of civilization is very close, for the boundary of
the one is that of the other. The region east
of the Mississippi and south of the Great Lakes
contains many hundreds of mounds, the contents
of some of which, as has already been remarked,
reveal clear traces of derivation from Mexican
gources. It is certain that the Indian tribes
of Columbian times were not in the babit of
building mounds on the scale of their pre-
decessors. Some of them, such as the Cherokee,
certainly still made mounds in post-Columbian
times, but they were small in size. This goes
to establish a continuity between the original
mound-builders and the Indians of Columbian
times, but it shows, likewise, that there had been
a drop in culture. We find, again, in the
region of New Mexico and Arizona, which is
rich in ruins of settlements of people who
installed great irrigation systems along the
sides of the cafions, that the present-day Indian
tribes are in no way the equals, culturally
speaking, of their predecessors. Something or
other has happened to cause a drop in culture.
Throughout this region, as well as in Mexico
and central America, there are numerous
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wandering tribes who live in regions with ample
traces of ruins of a wvanished past, of which
they have but little knowledge. And a like
story could be told of Oceania, Indonesia,
India, and Africa. It could be shown that
throughout these regions there are tribes of
low culture, ]ivingrin places with a historical
background of a higher order.

It is not necessary, in this matter, to rely
gsolely on the facts of geographical distribution
to establish the relationship between early and
late food-producing communities throughout
the world. The peoples themselves give us
information which is of incalculable value.
They have preserved, in their traditions,
accounts of the beginnings of their culture -
which agree so well with what we know from
other independent sources, that no doubt can
be held as to their reliability.

In dealing with native tradition it must
always be remembered that the accounts of the
beginnings of their culture are usually among
the most cherished possessions of any com-
munity. Often, where youths are initiated into
the tribe when they are about to become men,
they are taught the traditions, and are enjoined
to preserve them as close secrets, to kéep them
from the knowledge of women, children, and the
uninitiated. Amongmany peoplesa knowledge of
his family tree is an essential part of the training
of a member of the ruling group. So greatly do
peoples the world over value their traditions.

It must be remembered, also, that savages
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(so called) are intensely conservative. It is
true, as is often said, that, in Australia, for
instance, the meetings of the elders sometimes
agree to modifications of rules, but these
modifications are only allowed after serious
discusgion. Usually it is held that what was
done by the men of old must be done now. The
utter lack of inventiveness of peoples of lowly
culture is a commonplace in ethnology, and,
so far as I am aware, no known instance is known
of the spontaneous invention of any important
art or craft by any known community of that
type. Since tradition is so important to them
it 18 well to inquire what it tells us.

One of the best places in which to study
tradition is the United States. Throughout
that region the peoples, with but few exceptions,
claim that they got their culture from twin
brothers, usually the Twin Children of the Sun.
These youths instituted their social and political
organization, gave them the rules of govern-
ment, and set them on their path. In the case
of the Pueblo Indians, who were created by the
Great Mother, the ancestors were brought out
of the underworld by these wonderful youths,
and when they arrived at their place of settle-
ment they learned from them all the rules of
government, the lore of the secret societies,
and, in fact, all their traditional learning.
Inquiry shows that this form of tradition is not
fanciful, but that, on the contrary, it is based
on fact. The Maya, the first food-producing
people of North America, certainly were ruled
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over by the Children of the Sun. Since the
communities of the United States got their
culture ultimately from the Maya, it is quite
true that the Indian tribes were taught by the
Children of the Sun. It is possible to go
further., The Children of the Sun were living
in Louisiana in the eighteenth century as the
rulers of the Natchez. Af the present day the
Yuchi of the Savannah River consider that
those members of the tribe who are dark-
complexioned are the Children of the Sun by
virgin members of their tribe, an instance of
the doctrine of theogony that is associated with
these folk the world over.

The fact is that the traditions of the Indian
tribes are, in a way, historical. They recount
a condition of things typical of the archaic
civilization, for the culture which they claim
was imparted to them by the Children of the
Sun is similar to that characteristic of the
communities ruled over by the Children of
the Sun, a fact which is shown in The Children
of the Sun. The communities that tell such
stories are those who have no ruling group of
Children of the Sun. Nevertheless they remem-
ber full well whence theit culture was derived,
and have handed down this knowledge from
generation to generation in the form of
traditional tales,

It is along these lines that the culture of the
Australian natives can be accounted for. These
people possess the institution of totemism in a
pure form; and, because of their low physica)
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type, and their general lack of culture, they
being still in the food-gathering stage, they
figure largely in all discussions of the origin of
that extraordinary social institution.

It would be thought that, prior to the
acceptance of the totemism of the Australian
natives as really primitive, scrious attempts
would be made to cope with the fact that the
natives themselves disclaim all responsibility
for their totemism, and for the intricate marriage
rules and regulations that they possess. For
they, one and all, assert that they owe their
totemic institutions and marriage rules to
wonderful strangers, connected with the sky,
who came among them at some time in the
past, and then, for various reasons, went
away, either to the sky, or to some other
part of the earth. It is wusual to assert
that the Australians invented these tales to
account for the institutions whose origins
they recount. But this is putting the cart
before the horse. When these strangers are
carefully examined, and when the institutions
that they left behind them are considered,
it is found that these institutions are exactly
those possessed by the people of the archaic
civilization, the wandering scekers for gold,
pearls, and so forth. From these men of old
the Australian natives must certainly have
acquired the craft of making polished stone
implements, which they possess in common
with the old gold-miners of British New Guinea,
just across Torres Straits.
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The probable reason why the Australians
came to possess the institutions of totemism
and of definite marriage regulations is as
follows: The people of the archaic civilization
were actively engaged in exploiting the wealth
of British New Guinea. Some of them crossed
Torres Straits, and began to wander about
Australia, seeking for gold and other sub-
stances. In the course of their wanderings
they came across the food-gathering natives,
and probably married some of their women,
and taught them their rules and regulations
concerning birth and marriage. Then, for some
reason or other, they disappeared. This dis-
appearance may have some connexion with the
fact that the gold mines of New Guinea were
abandoned long before they were exhausted.
The natives of Australia, having received this
dose of culture, went on .after their disappear-
ance with the elaboration of the rules and
regulations, and, in the absence of any new
cultural influence, simply preserved intact
what the strangers of old had given them, and
remembered these wonderful beings in their
traditions,

In some such way as this it is possible to
account, the world over, for the retention by
peoples of low culture of stories of wonderful
beings who gave them their institutions. These
stories are certainly true ; for, as has been said,
what they recount corresponds with the cultural
stage of the archaic civilization, the powers
ascribed to these culture-heroes, are exactly
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what they themselves claimed, and the social
institutions that they taught being those which
they themselves possessed. Thus native tradi-
tion comes to the assistance of other lines of
inquiry and fully supports the conclusions
reached by them, namely, that peoples of lower
culture have, all the world over, derived their
arts and crafts from peoples higher in the
cultural scale.

¥rom the point of view of the student of
the development of civilization in any of its
phases there is nothing more important than the
realization of the nature of the process des-
cribed so briefly in the preceding chapters.
Civilization, broadly speaking, connotes the
sum total of the activities of men, the various
arts and crafts that they have invented, the
means of intercommunication, and all that goes
to make life richer and fuller. The more this
process of development is studied the clearer
does it become that, as in other manifestations
of life, growth is the universal rule. There is
no reason wiatever to believe in the independent
development of culture in different parts of the
earth. What counts above all is the accumu-
lated experience of mankind, on which fresh;
advances are based; that is to say, human
culture is a thing in itself, Wgth its mm;1 la.ﬁ*s and,
rinciples. The dominant factor is the human|
__fyindzp with 1ts needs and ~desires, and the
external world only enters into relationship
with man 1n 80 far as it ministers to his needs
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and desires ; it (ﬁi%m_him, to any
appreciable extent, to do itz will. as we are so
often told.

In The Origin of Magic and Religion it was
urged that early men, when building up their
systems of thought concerning life and death
and man’s relation to the universe, proceeded
by steps, and began with vital facts common to
mankind. This certainly is true, so far as all
the available evidence goes, for the develop-
ment of culture in general. No fresh advance
is made except on the foundations laid by
those who have gone before; the inventor is
only the last link in a chain of inquirers.

When we speak of the civilization of Egypt,
the civilization of Crete, the civilization of
Mexico, we must therefore be very clear as to
what we really do mean. We do not mean
that these civilizations represent a growth from
the beginning, a spontaneous generation of
culture. If we do mean that, then we are going
against every particle of available evidence, and
are simply making that appeal to ignorance
that has hitherto been the bane of these studies.
What really is meant by the “ civilization ”
of any country is simply the variety of civiliza-
tion as a whole possessed by that country.
Every community, like every individual, is
different from every other community, simply
because the circumstances of its growth and
development are different, and for no other
reason that counts.

The demonstrable fact that degradation of
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culture, not advance, is the rule in so many of
‘the outlying parfs of the world, makes it more
probable than ever that civilization began in
one place. The elimination of vast stretches
of the earth’s surface from the list of possible
centres of origin goes to show that civilization

_is_something unjque, and therefore that one
centre for the discovery of food-production,
its fundamental element, would be expected.
Beyond doubt we must look to a small area
of the earth’s surface for the origin of food-
production; so, therefore, why not to one
community ?

Given that degradation of culture has taken
place on an immense scale, how is advance in
culture to be accounted for ? As is well known,
men, at certain times and in certain places,
have made great discoveries, and have added
much to the common store of civilization. This
gervice was rendered to mankind by the Athen-
ians, by the Italian republics, and by other
communities at various times. They received
their culture from their forbears, and added
to it. 'The study of the conditions that decide
when and where cultural advances are made
is one of the most imporfant that men can
pursue ; for when that problem is solved we
shall be able so to order our society that the
fullest possibilities of development of mankind
will be realized.




CHAPTER VII
THE COMING OF THE WARRIORS

T is often said, almost as if it were a law of
Inatm'e, that civilizations arise, have their

day, and then disappear. A superficial
survey of the history of civilization certainly
lends some support to this view, for it is true,
beyond doubt, that practically all of the
older civilizations have disappeared. China, of
course, provides an exception to the rule. The
Chinese civilization has now existed for four
thousand years, more or less. Our own civiliza-
tion may last continuously for an indefinite
period. The only danger that threatens it is
the one that will be defined in the course of
this and the following chapters.

The problem is this: The civilizations of
central America, of Mexico, of Peru, of southern
India, of Indo-China, and of Java, grew and
flourished up to a certain point, as did those of
Babylonia, Assyria, Persia, and that of the
Hittites. Then something happened in every
case, and the civilization decayed with greater
or less rapidity.

Not only have the former highly organized
civilizations degraded in culture, but the ancient
mining settlements of the people of the archaic
civilization show every sign of hurried abandon-
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ment, usually long before the exhaustion of
the supply of metal. The ruins of southern
Rhodesia constitute an excellent instance. The
area covered by them to-day is a rich mining
region, where gold, copper, and other minerals
exist in abundance. The ancients had dis-
covered the best paying mines, and thereby
had exhibited a high order of knowledge.
Their skill was so great that nowadays, when a
mine is being advertised for sale, the presence
of ancient workings is always mentioned. These
ancient workings are usually rich, and are not
exhausted. Similarly in the case of the old
gold mines of India and the Malay Peninsula :
to-day they are being opened up once again, for
the ancients had not exhausted them. This
is also the case in British New Guinea, where
modern gold-miners are constantly digging up
polished stone implements, and stone pestles
and mortars, left behind them by their
predecessors, and all of them unknown to the
modern native population. The mining activity
in the Yeneisei region also came to a sudden end,

How is it that, all the world over, the ancient
order was destined finally to perish? There
is no trace whatever of a gradual degradation
of culture. On the contrary, the signs usually
point to some catastrophic event having taken
place, to the sudden overwhelming of a com-
munity by an invasion from without. Apparently
the first-comers were able to enjoy peace and
quiet for some time. Then they were dis-
turbed, and some influence enters in to produce
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s degradation of culture, more or less abrupt
according to circumstances. It is to the cause
of this cultural degradation that the attention
of the reader is now directed.

In certain cases most of the ecivilization of -

the people of old has disappeared. Such cases
are those of the mining settlements of the Malay
Peninsula, of Rhodesia, Alaska, and elsewhere.
In such places we now only find a few peoples
of the lower culture, whose institutions show
but faint traces of the influence of the ancients.
These instances may therefore be placed on
one side as serving to throw little light on the
problem of cultural degradation. We simply
know, for example, that the gold-miners of the
Malay Peninsula have gone. Why they went
we do not know, or at least cannot tell from a
consideration of the Malay Peninsula alone.
When attention is turned to civilizations
like those of central America, Mexico, China,
etc., that were firmly established, and could
not collapse suddenly, then it soon becomes
evident what has happened. It can be laid
down as a general principle that, in the out-
lying parts of the world, the earliest civilization
was the most advanced in the arts and crafts.
It can be asserted, moreover, that the next
people who appear on the scene in such countries
were invariably warlike in nature, and that they
have gained their posifion by conquest. In
fact, the ancient civilizations were not allowed
to remain long unassailed. Before long a
warlike people would appear from somewhere
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or other, and would attempt to displace the
existing ruling family, the attempt sometimes
being successful,

It is hard to tell when this process began.
It is asserted by some Egyptologists that, not
long before the beginning of the Dynastic Age,
the ruling group known as the * Followers of
Horus,” who called themselves by the name of
Horus, came from the East, probably from
southern Arabia, and made themselves the
rulers over Egypt. This may be so, but it is
difficult to come to any positive conclusion on
the matter. In the case of the Semitic-speaking
people who founded the kingdoms of Akkad in
southern Babylonia there is very little doubt.
They came from elsewhere, and in time
dominated Babylon, as well as the neighbouring
Elam, and pushed their conquests as far as the
Mediterranean and Asia Minor. Their great
king, Sargon of Akkad (circ. 2872 B.c.), to-
gether with his descendants, constitute the first
known instance of a warlike military ruling
group (1). They invaded a country, Baby-

lonia, that had previously been occupied by a
ceful folk, ruled over riests rather than
warriors, It 18 wi e coming of these

warriors that real warfare began in Babylonia.

It is not possible as yet to state whence came
these conquerors. It is noteworthy, however,
that their culture shows strong traces of Egyp-
tian influence. They brought with them to
Babylonia the Egyptian mode of countin
years and certain forms of Egyptian arts ang

9
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crafts, but in no case on such an advanced scale
as in Egypt itself. The inference is that the
outward expansion of Egypt, as the result of
the expeditions led out by members of the
ruling groups, gave rise to the movement of
the Semites. This iz probable when it is
remembered that the Egyptians of early
dynastic times were actively engaged in exploit-
m the mineral resources of the Sinaitic Penin-

and of the land of Punt in southern Arabia
(2). In both cases they would have come
into contact with peoples speaking a Semitic
language, and this would account for the
Egyptian traits in the culture of the invaders
of Babylonia, who founded the kingdoms of
Akkad, and finally dominated Babylonia and
the surrounding countries.

From this time onwards the-great civiliza-
tions of the Ancient East were destined to
sustain the onslaughts of warlike strangers
coming from somewhere on their boundaries.
Among these warlike groups may be mentioned
the Kassites, who came down from somewhere
in the north, and dominated Babylonia from
about 1760 to 1100 B.c. These Kassites were
the forerunmers, it seems, of the great group
of Aryan-speaking military aristocracies whose
doings have filled the pages of history for many
centuries. Another important invasion of war-
like peoples was that of the Hyksos, who
invaded Egypt probably about 1680 B.C., and
were finally expelled about 1580 B.c. It was
to these warlike strangers, the Kassites and
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Hyksos, that Babylonia and Egypt respectively
owed the horse and wheeled vehicles., Prior
to their arrival the ass had been the beast of
burden, but had not been ridden, and wheeled
vehicles had been unknown. The Hyksos edu-
cated the Egyptians in warfare, and left them
much more militaristic than they previously
had been.

The most important peoples in Europe, from
the second half of the second millennium e.c.
onwards, were the Aryan-speaking group, who
for centuries, as the Dorians, Achseans, Celts,
and Teutons, were a constant menace to the
peace of the great civilizations of the Mediter-
ranean basin. In many cases these warlike
peoples succeeded in destroying the civilizations
of the eastern Mediterranean. For instance,
the Hyksos invasion of Egypt seems to have
had grave repercussions in Crete, whose civiliza-
tion suffered an eclipse about that time. But
what the Hyksos had begun was finished by
the Dorians, who swarmed down into Greece
from the north about 1000 B.c. and utterly
destroyed the wonderful civilization of Crete.

The great movement of Aryan-speaking
peoples in Europe can be dated at some time in
the Bronze Age, about the beginning of the
first millennium B.0. The most important of
this early group of peoples were the Celtic-
speaking group, who are first heard of in central
Europe. Their great area of development was
in central Europe, in the regions that produced
iron. By the fifth century B.Cc. they had
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established a hegemony over the whole of
central Europe; by the fourth century B.c.
they were threatening the countries of the
Mediterranean, and had conquered Spain ;
and they undoubtedly would have repeated
the exploits of their predecessors in the
Mediterranean itself if they had not been
stopped by the Romans, themselves an Aryan-
speaking people, who had acquired a strong
measure of Mediterranean culture from the
Etruscans, Greeks, and Carthaginians (3). The
Romans themselves were destined to fall under
the pressure of another group of Aryan-speak-
ing peoples, the Teutons, who emerged from
Scandinavia, and, after the fall of the Roman
Empire, overran Europe, and well-nigh
obliterated the civilization of the Mediterranean,

It is evident that this movement of peoples
is utterly unlike that which first estaﬁi?shed
civilized communities in the outlying parts of
the earth. The first movement was centri-
fugal, for the earliest known dates of a civiliza-
tion become more and more modern the further
we go from the Ancient East. The men of the
archaic civilization were moving out in an
ever-widening circle, so to speak, until they
had encompassed most of the world, The
movement that we are now considering is of a
far different order; it is mainly directed in-
wards, The warlike military aristocracies, the
Hyksos, Semites, Dorians, Ach®mans, Celts,
Teutons, and so on, came from the outskirts
of civilization, and moved inwards. They were
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apparently occupied in preying on civilizations
already in existence. With their arrival on the
scene the period of real warfare set in, and a
world that had previously been occupied with
the arts of peace, to the almost entire exclusion of
fighting, became the scene of incessant strife, the
result of which was to reduce many of the great
civilizations to ruin and decay. That is the solu-
tion of the problem of the decay of civilizations.

It is possible to claim that such warlike
peoples have existed ever since there was any
civilization at all, and some appearance of
truth is afforded by the fact that they can be
detected in the Ancient East, certainly as early
as 2872 B.c., when the Dynasty of Sargon of
Akkad was founded. If warlike peoples were
moving about in those days in Arabia and the
neighbouring regions, why should not they have
existed in other places? Why should not
there have been an entirely different evolution
of culture from that of the Ancient East taking
place elsewhere, the result of which was to
produce the great warlike groups of the earth 2

In view of the great importance of these
warlike peoples I shall devote the second half
of this book to their consideration; for when
their mode of origin is fully determined the
problem of warfare will be on the way to its
golution. As will be pointed out in the last
chapter, warfare is not coeval with civilization ;
it took its intense form at quite a late stage of
development ; it is, in a way, a by-product
of social evolution.
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Asg a first step towards the solution of this
problem of warlike military aristocracies it
may be mentioned that the phenomenon, just
described so briefly in the case of Europe and
the eastern Mediterranean, is really of world-
wide occurrence. All the great civilizations
have ultimately broken up owing to4he irrup-
tions of warlike strangers from the outside. -
In the case of the Hyksos, Kassites, and so
forth, we do not know whence they came;
but we have clear knowledge in the case of
the later peoples, which can guide us back
into the past. We shall find, moreover, that
the conduct of these warrior aristocracies is
identical the world over, so that the behaviour
of the Turko-Tartar peoples who harassed
Asia for so many centuries, and even irrupted
into Europe as the Huns, Avars, and others,
can be equated to that of the Teutons, or of
the Bantu of Africa. Plus ¢a change, plus c’est la
méme chose. This feature of these peoples makes
it possible to gain with ease a fairly complete
picture of their activities the world over.

The first proposition that it is necessary to
lay down is that we never find these people
wgolly detached from some pre-existing civiliza-
tion ; that is to say, the notion of these warrior
peoples originating their culture in the wilds
is groundless. As an instance, the case of
Abraham may be mentioned. Many writers,
basing their reasoning on this case, have tried
to make out that the sedentary agricultural
phase of culture was preceded by another, in
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which the people wandered about with their
flocks and herds, and lived a pastoral life.
This pastoral habit is certainly characteristic
of the great warrior peoples of the world : they
have practically never been sedentary agri-
culturalists ; such a form of occupation is
foreign to their customs. But it can be shown,
"in every case where knowledge is available,
that the pastoral mode of life is a degradation
from the original sedentary agricultural life.
Abraham came, it wil be remembered, from
Ur of the Chaldees, so the Hebrews tell us. He
wandered with his flocks and herds intoe Canaan,
where, from the remains that have been left
behind, he must have found a sedentary agri-
cultural people. So all that we learn about
Abraham goes to suggest that, in leaving
Babylonia, where an immense amount of irri-
gation was carried on, he had just kept on
the pastoral occupations of his homeland, and
had wandered about seeking some fresh place
in which to dwell. And, what is more, he had
chosen to come to some other place occupied by
people of a far higher degree of civilization than
he himself possessed. Strictly speaking, there-
fore, Abraham represented a form of culture
that was a degradation from a higher phase,
which, moreover, lived a parasitic existence
at the expense of earlier and more highly
organized societies.

Before proceeding to show that the case of
Abraham is typical, I may mention that at
Anau in Turkestan, where the Pumpelly expedi-
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tion found remains of a stage of culture dating
from, say, 3000 B.c., which showed evidence of
derivation from that of the Ancient East, there
were no traces whatever of the domestication
of animals, and the people evidently lived by
irrigation ; that is to say, the place had been
colonized by people from the Ancient East, who
bad installed their irrigation systems and had
not yet tamed any of the local animals. This,
however, they had accomﬁlished in later times,
as is shown by the fact that the later remains
reveal evidence of the domestication of animals.
In those days there were no signs whatever of the
presence of nomadic peoples with flocks and herds,
who have figured so prominently in the history of
central Asia. They were as yet unborn.

Again, in central Asia generally, the place
where s0 many great movements of pastoral
" peoples have begun, it is found that the seden-
tary irrigators, already mentioned, and the pas-
toral nomads represent two different racial
stocks, the irrigators undoubtedly being the first
comers. Further north, in the Yeneisei region,
where there are megaliths and irrigation systems,
the nomadic horse-riding peoples came later.
With their arrival the earlier mining activities
~ almost entirely ceased.

If we turn to another quarter we find that
the nomadie, stock-breeding tribes of Arabia
claim descent either from Ishmael;-the son
of Abraham, or from the people of Yemen.
The case of Abraham has already been men-
tioned. In the case of those nomadic Arabs
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that claim to have come from Yemen, it is
stated that their outward movement was caused
by the bursting of the great dam at Mahreb,
which upset all the arrangements of the water
supply and caused wholesale migrations, This,
or some political convulsion, undoubtedly caused
the outward movement from Yemen of people
who adopted the purely pastoral mode of life
and abandoned for the greater part thelr
settled, irrigating habits. This is well described
in Robertson Smith’s Kinship and Marriage
in Early Arabia.

Far from these peoples constituting an early
stage in civilization, there exists, as has been
shown by these few instances, indisputable
ovidence that, all the world over, their culture
represents the ruins of something far higher.
It is probable that the mistaken idea currently
held concerning these peoples hasarisen asaresult -
of the interpretation put on the case of Abraham,
together with the adoption of ideas derived from
the Darwinian school of biological thought.

It is possible, however, to put the question
still clearer. Reference to Sketch Map No. 7
will show the reader two important facts with
regard to warrior aristocracies—they originate
on the outskirts of highly developed civiliza-
tions, and their place of origin shows traces of
the past existence of peoples of a far higher
degrees of civilization than they themselves
possess. It is impossible to indicate all atages
of the process in one map, but that provided
will amply suit the purpose. The first group,
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which is of supreme importance for us as
Europeans, is that of the Teutons. After the
break-up of the Roman Empire they swarmed
down all over Europe, and by their struggles
for power among themselves produced, during
the so-called Dark Ages, kaleidoscopic changes
in the map. These Teutonic ruling groups
originated in Scandinavia, in a region, therefore,
that had been occupied by peoples from the
earliest times when food-producing peoples came
into Europe. Many great megalithic remains
testify to the presence in that region of highly
civilized peoples. Therefore the Teutons, what-
ever be their ultimate origin, are first met with
in & place that had been occupied for many
centuries. Moreover, this centre was on the
outakirts of civilization at that time, and the
Teutons were constantly being influenced, first
by the Celts of ®&ntral Europe, and then by the
Romans. In no element of culture can they
Jbe shown to have been originators : they, like
all other warlike peoples, simply lived on their
gmore highly civilized neighbours,

¥ If we go further back in European history
sad consider the Celts themselves, we hear the
¥sme story. For in the earliest settlements
pf these peoples in central Europe there have
Peen found Greek and Etruscan remains, shoiwlv-
#ng. that highly civilized ples from the
fediterranean had been work?a?g) up into central
arope, and had given these barbarians some
aeasure of culture. The Celts, like the Teutons,
Biwear invented anything; the whole of their
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culture shows signs of derivation from the
Mediterranean. Moreover, their countries of
origin had previously been tenanted by peoples
of the Bronze Age, who possessed a culture
obviously derived from the Mediterranean.
In no case do we find them apart from peoples
of a higher civilization than themselves. The
original Celts, as we know them, were a
boundary folk, originating in a centre where
remaing of older peoples exist, and they
obviously derived the whole of their culture
from the Mediterranean, with the exception of
their horse-riding habits.

Professor H. M. Chadwick, in his work on
The Heroic Age,is very insistent on the point
just made, namely, that the barbarians who
threatened Europe throughout the centuries,
really owed their stimulus to the very civiliza-
tions that they attacked. He states that the
greatly military character of the barbarous
Teutons who broke up the Roman Empire, as
well as of the Welsh, who harried the Romans
in like manner, was due to the influence of
the Roman army organization on these peoples.
Young nobles took service in the Roman army
of the provinces, and learned all about military
matters, and were able, on their return home,
to apply the lessons they had been taught to
effective purpose. This, by the way, is a com-
monplace in the contact between civilization
and barbarism. It is only necessary to mention
the case of the Zulus.

The words of Professor Chadwick so entirely
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express what I am trying to say in this chapter
that I take the privilege of quoting them in
full. He describes the tlme of the barbarian
invasions as a ‘ Heroic Age,” and he compares
similar phases in various parts of Europe, with
like results. When discussing the origin of
such an age he says that we are not ** justified
in believing that the Heroic Age was a native

outgrowth from an ancient and highly
developed civilization. It does not appear that
a Heroic Age can arise from such conditions,
any more than from conditions which may
properly be called primitive. In four of the
six cases we have considered the Heroic Age
can be traced back to a similar series of causes.
Firstly, we find a long period of ‘ education,’
in which a semi-civilized people has been
profoundly affected from without by the influ-
ence of a civilized people. Then a time has
come in which the semi-civilized people has
attained to a dominant position and possessed
iteelf, at least to some extent, of its neighbours’
property. The phenomena which we have
recognized as characteristic of the Heroic Age
appear to be the effects produced upon the
semi-civilized people by these conditions ’ (page
460). I should like to quote largely from this
important work of P ofessor wick, and
also from his Origin af the English Nation, both
of which entirely support the thesis of the
second half of this book with & vast amount of
learning, but I must be content to refer the
-reader to these writings.
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So we see that, in the case of Europe, the
great civilizations had, on their boundaries,
warlike peoples who drew their cultural sus-
tenance from them, and finally threatened to
destroy them. These warlike peoples were
therefore entirely parasitic. In one case—
that of the Romans—the Mediterranean people
did manage to civilize their conquerors to a
considerable extent, and thus to render them
mainly innocuous. The Romans began, as is
known, as a small community on the outskirts
of the Etruscan kingdom. Deriving a ruling
class from the Etruscans they set out on a
career of conquest. But while they were
conquering they were learning from the peoples
whom they overcame. Thus the Romans, while
they never made any contributions to civiliza-
tion of the order of the Greeks, whom they
conquered, yet they performed this service to
mankind, that they kept back the tide of
barbarism for & while,

The picture just acquired of the barbaric
conquerors of Kurope is true for the whole
world. In all cases they originate from a
E}aee with ample signs of a prior, usually more

ighly civilized, population; and they derive
their culture from some source more highly
civilized than themselves. In the case of the
region of Mongolia and Siberia, marked on the
map, we are dealing with one of the most
important areas in the world, from the point of
view of warfare; for thence have emerged all
the great conquering Turko-Tartar peoples.
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These peoples, as may well be seen from such
works as Professor E. H. Parker’s Thousand
Years of the Tartars, de Guignes’ Hisloire des
%mw, a3 well as from the numerous articles
on the * Northern Frontages of China,” pub-
lished by Sir Henry Howorth in the Journal of
the Royal Asiatic Society, all originated in this
region. The first nomadic pastoral peoples—
those who followed the old gold-miners of the
Yeneisei region—seem to have come from the
South, for they brought with them a style of
art undoubtedly derived from Assyrian sources.
This was also the case with the Scythians, the
great warlike people who formerly lived in south
Rusgia. The Turko-Tartar peoples originated
in a region that is full of remains of people of a
high stage of civilization, and they undoubtedly
drew much of their cultural inspiration from
Chinese and other sources. Of themselves,
they contributed nothing to civilization. The
Turks, for instance, who came from somewhere
in Kansu, in the west ot China, have never
produced anything in art, literature, or science :
they have simply been warriors who have lived
parasitically on the rest of mankind.

The movements of peoples such as the Turks
and Tartars have always been directed towards
highly organized civilizations, In this they
are simply acting like the warlike Aryan-
speaking peoples of Europe. They have never
troubled to move out across the boundary into
the region of the reindeer-keepers of Siberia ;
they have invariably moved southwards and
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westwards, towards the countries that promised
them vast stores of loot. o

Much has been made of these movements of
the Huns, Turks, and Mongols for the purpose
of showing that man is strongly influenced in
his movements by his food supply. It is
argued by the school of thought, headed by
Professor Huntington, that the supposed
periodic drying-up of Asia has produced a lack
of food, and thus has caused the warlike nomadic
peoples to move down into other countries to
seek fresh pastures. In order to make it quite
clear that nothing of the sort can ever be shown
to have taken place I have included a map
(No. 8) on which are indicated the movements
of three such peoples. This map shows clearly
what are really the incentives that animate
these warlike peoples. They are not seeking
food, but someone whom they may dominate,
They have moved from gold-field to gold-field,
imposing themselves as rulers on the peaceful
sedentary agriculturalists whom they found
there, until they have finally arrived in the
Mecca of all warriors, India. As in other parts
of the world, these warrior aristocracies cannot
well be separated from the civilization on which
they battened. Those who first opened up the
trade route running by way of Barkul to China,
going from one gold-field to another, hardly
reckoned what some of the consequences of
their enterprise would be.

This shows that the movements of warlike
peoples are not dictated by fancy, but have
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something purposive about them. The cause
of these great movements of nomads in Asia
is always the same. A great military leader
arises in one of the small tribes: he manages
to overcome his neighbours, who, for their
own safety, ally themselves with him, and
enable him to set ocut on greater conquests;
finally, if he have the genius of Genghis Khan,
Tamerlane, Attila, or any other outstanding
leader, he manages to found a great empire.
But when bhe dies the empire rapidly disin-
tegrates, and the whole process begins once
again, This process is the more easy for them,
in that the sedentary irrigating population of
central Asia is, and always has been, entirely

eful. The fertile river valleys of Sogdiana,

tria, and elsewhere have always been the
prey of nomadic conguerors, their submissive
population having to bow their necks constantly
to some foreign yoke or other. It is thus not
to be wondered at that we hear of the warlike
nomadic peoples quartering themselves on the
irrigating population. To say that Asia has
been devoid of adequate pasturage is absurd ;
for, as Douglas Carruthers has shown in his
work on Unknown Mongolia, there are thousands
of square miles of fertile pasturage in Dzun-
garia that never have been tenanted by nomads
or irrigators, The reason for the absence of
the irrigators lies in the fact that, with one
exception, none of the rivers contain gold;
therefore no irrigators have settled there. Con-
sequently the nomads, with no one to dominate,
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have avoided the place, and have concentrated
nearer to civilization,

The warlike nomads of Asia, like their
counterparts in Europe, have always been a
source of danger to the settled communities
of Turkestan and China. The Chinese, as is
well known, were protected to a certain extent
by the great wall that they constructed in the
third century B.0. But the peoples of central
Asia had no such protection; consequently,
the constant impact of barbarians, bent solely
on conquest, and not bringing with them any
new elements of culture, in time ruined many
countries that formerly had been flourishing.
The destruction of the water supply of a country
that is entirely dependent on storage for its
water is a very serious matter, as many a
conqueror has known, and in this way many
parts of central Asia, that formerly supported
a flourishing population, are now desolate,
owing to the activities of the warlike nomads.
In the case of Asia there was no central civiliza-
tion capable of resisting indefinitely the attacks
from without, so the final result was decay and
ruin.

The Turko-Tartar peoples were preceded in
central Asia by Aryan-speaking peoples, who
moved down into India at an uncertain date,
which perhaps may be about 1000 B.c. They
were pastoral nomads, bent entirely on cattle-
rearing, but ruling over a class of cultivators,
and therefore they were not 50 degraded in
culture as some other nomadic peoples. These

1w
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cattle-breeders were certainly allied, formerly,
to the irrigators of Persia, for they possessed a
like language. Moreover, their culture when in
India showed manifold traces of a change from
a more highly developed stage, somewhat similar
to that of the archaic civilization.

In time these Aryan-speaking rulers spread
over a large part of India and gave rise to many
ruling ‘houses, such as the Rajputs. Their
original settlements in the Panjab and the
neighbouring parts of Afghanistan were in
localities possessing supplies of gold, and,
consequently, a civilized population, which
shows that their movements, like those of the
Yueh-Chi just described, were ultimately con-
trolled by the existence of desired substances,
and that these people were simply bent on
domination. In culture they were much lower
than the peoples of India whom they found in
possession, with whom they ultimately united,
more or less. They therefore present the same
characteristics as warrior aristocracies else-
where ; they have degraded from a higher
cultural condition, and they dominate peoples
higher in culture than themselves.

In other parts of the world several instances
of the movements of warlike military peoples
could be described, and in every case their
behaviour would exactly correspond to that of
the Teutons, Celts, Turks, Tartars, or of any
other warlike people that has already been
described. One important instance is that of
the Tai-Shan group, which descended from the
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Chinese province of Yunnan about two thousand
years ago and dominated the highly developed
civilizations of Indo-China, and reduced the
cultural level of that region in consequence.
Yunnan is a boundary region both for China and
for Further India, and the many polished stone
implements that have been found there testify
to the presence formerly of people of the archaic
civilization, intent on exploiting its resources.
Africa has its warlike peoples, and they, in
all cases, have swarmed out of regions with
remains—usually megalithic, in the case of
north-west Africa—of the archaic civilization,
and have dominated the settled agricultural,
peaceful peoples. The case of the Bantu is a
notable one. They originated in the eastern
highlands of East Africa—through the super-
position of a pastoral ruling class of Hamitic
stock, coming from the direction of Abyssinia—
on a negro population, probably agricultural.
Thence they have swarmed over the whole of
Africa south of the Sudan, and have driven
before them the Bushmen and Hottentots.
Their case apparently is one of movement
outward from civilization, though it is possible
that the great mining centre of southern
Rhodesia was an attractive force. The Bantu
certainly derived the whole of their culture from
more highly civilized sources, and the further
north we go the nearer do their ideas and cus-
toms resemble those of ancient Egypt. It has
been found, for instance, during the past thirty
years or so that the people of Uganda, where
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there are dolmens, have many customs,
especially those connected with the royal family,
that serve to throw much light on the meaning
of early Egyptian ceremonies.

In America, likewise, there is also evidence
that the outlying peoples have finally overcome
the settled irrigating peoples of the first civiliza-
tions. In the case of Mexico, for instance, it
is well known that there came down from
the north successive groups of warlike peoples,
who, just before the arrival of the Spaniards,
had made themselves overlords of much of the
country. The best known of these warlike
peoples are the Aztecs, the rulers of Mexico city
at the time of the Conquest. The culture of
the Aztecs, like that of the Teutons and Turko-
Tartars, shows every sign of derivation from
that of the more highly civilized peoples whom
they finally dominated.

Thus did the civilization of old produce
a toxin that finally poisoned it.



CHAPTER VIII
THE THEORY OF DYNASTIC CONTINUITY

HE central thesis of this book is that
the home of civilization is in the Ancient
East, and particularly Egypt. From
this small area all the food-producing com-
munities of the world have, directly or indirectly,
derived their culture, In some cases it is true
that they have added to what they received, but
generally culture has been lost in transmission.
In the case considered in the last chapter it
was found that nomadic pastoral peoples of
warlike habits had somehow or other developed
on the outskirts of civilization, had swarmed
down on the settled civilizations, had dominated
them in most cases, and usually had reduced
them in cultural level. These parasitic warlike
communities owed all their culture, so far as
can be seen, to the highly civilized peoples near
whose borders they dwelt. This process of
budding-off of warlike communities from more
highly developed and more peaceful com-
muanities has gone on all over the world. There-
fore there must be some common cause at work,
and it is the business of this chapter to set out
a theory to account for the facts,
We have seen that, so far as culture is con-
cerned, there is a complete continuity between
149
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the arts and crafts of the Celts and Teutons of
Europe and those of the Mediterranean peoples.
Since these warlike communities derived their
material culture from that quarter, with the
exception of their horse-riding habits, the
question arises as o whether they derived other
social institutions from the same source. It is
well known that the Celts and the Teutons, so
far as they concern us as mobile military peoples,
were essentially military aristocracies ruling
over peoples of greatly different origin. The
Celts, for instance, never colonized Spain and
southern France; they simply imposed them-
selves on the natives as their rulers. Similarly
with warlike peoples in any part of the earth.
The question that arises is this: What is the
origin of these military aristocracies? Have
they, like the rest of the civilization of the Celts
and other warlike peoples, come from the ancient
civilizations ?

I think that it can be established beyond
reasonable doubt that, all the world over, with
the exception, of course, of the place where the
institution originated, which, in my opinion,
is Egypt, every ruling group has been derived
from some pre-existing ruling group, that, in
fact, & complete continuity runs through the
whole of the class States of the world, from
one end to the other. It sounds strange to
think that the Mikado of Japan is related,
ultimately, to the ruling groups of Europe and
to the Pharaohs of Egypt, but such is, in my
opinion, the truth of the matter. This is the
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theory of Dynastic Continuity, to which the
attention of the reader is directed.

It is perhaps useful in this case to begin with
everyday knowledge, and to think of the con-
dition of Europe in 1914, before the outbreak
of war. We all know what is meant by royal
birth—it needs no definition. When any prince
or princess was to be married there was a limited
group of families where a mate could be sought.
All the ruling families of Europe were inter-
related, our own royal house to the former
rulers of Germany, the Hohenzollerns, who,
in their turn, had kinsmen on the thrones of
many European countries, Bulgaria, Greece, and
s0 on. These ruling familiezs therefore were
gpread over Europe as a network that had no
reference to race. A Hohenzollern—that is
to say, a Prussian of unknown, possibly Italian,
origin—ruled over Slavs; in our own country
a king of Teutonic origin ruled over Celts,
Teutons, and peoples of Mediterranean stock ;
in a striking case, that of the former Austrian
Empire, a great variety of races, Teutonic, Slav,
Magyar, Mediterranean, were under one ruler.
In Europe, therefore, there was unity of rulers
and diversity of peoples. To know how any
country got its ruling family, or how it came by
its boundaries, a book of genealogical tables
is the surest guide: ethnology can tell us but
little. Racial types do not help in the study
of European royal history; only a patient
inquiry into the family ties of ruling families,
and of the struggles for thrones which they have
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g0 constantly engaged in, can give the clue to
the solution. The extent and life of any State
in the past has been mainly dependent on the
continuance of the particular ruling family,
so that the study of the origins o% warlike
States in Europe really is the same as that of
the origins of royalty.

That being so, let us see what we can Jearn
from history of the origins of ruling families.
For this purpose it will be well to study the
history of our own country. In his work on
The Origin of the English Nation, Professor
Chadwick gives a clear account of the manner
by which the earliest known warlike States in
Europe have developed. He insists throughout
his work on the importance of royal blood as
the essential factor in the foundation of States
by the Anglo-Saxons and Jutes, and on the
cﬁar-cut contrast which existed in these States
between rulers and commoners. He states
that all the royal genealogies that have been
kept—those of Kent, Wessex, Essex, East
Anglia, Mercia, Lindsey, Deira, Bernicia—go
back ta.gods, and thus lay claim to a distinction
from the commoners. Usually descent is
claimed from Odin, who himself is said to have
come to Denmark from Persia, where he was
s member of the royal family., It may sound
strange to read of a “god ”’ as a man, but, as
is shown in The Origin of Magic and Religion,
there is nothing extraordinary in this claim ;
on the contrary, it is a fact of the utmost
Importance to the thesis that I am sustaining.
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1t is useless to speak of the origins of royalty
in Teutonic England, for no evidence exists to
show that any of the ruling families sprang
up in this country. The immigrants from
Scandinavia seem to have come over under the
Jeadership of their rulers. In this way we find
England split up into a number of kingdoms
that rest on no racial basis, but are simply the
result of the parcelling-out of the country
between the ruling group. It can be shown
that the number of kingdoms depended on
dynastic causes. For instance, the kingdom of
Wessex was founded by members of the royal
family of Sussex or Essex, who migrated and
seized a tract of country in which to found a
new State.

The mode of foundation of the Teutonic
kingdoms in England is well known. It was
a constant feature of the life of the Scandinavian
States for warlike expeditions to set out, always
led by young men of royal blood, who, in some
cases, had to leave their homes on account of
misdeeds. Born and bred to rule, it is natural
that they should seek to carry on their pro-
feasion, and a new kingdom resulted when they
and their followers succeeded in their aim.
Thus would come into existence a State, ruled
over by a warlike king, with a military aris-
tocracy founded by his followers. The native
population, who usually went on with their
agricultural and other occupations, played no
part whatever in the life of the State.

The existence of ruling families in the home-
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land of the Teutons stands beyond doubt. The
founders of the Anglo-Saxon and Jutish king-
doms ultimately came from the present Den-
mark, Sweden, Norway, and North Germany.
In that region, in the earliest times of which
we have knowledge, kingly government existed
practically everywhere.  All the Teutonic
peoples, with the exception of the Old
Saxons, had ruling families. Scandinavian
tradition knows no other form of government ;
the kingdom was bound up with the royal
family, the claim to rule was based on divine
descent, and, obviously, each king had to be
descended from the founder of the throne (1).
From the region of Scandinavia and North
Germany there swarmed off at various times
peoples who governed the whole of Europe, who
imposed themselves everywhere as ruling
families. Such were the Goths, who split up
into the Visigoths and Ostrogoths, the Lom-
bards, the Burgundians and Normans. These
wanderers had their own ruling families, with
whom the fortunes of the nation were bound
up. The history of the Goths is typical of all.
‘* For three hundred years—beginning with the
days of Tacitus—their history consists of little
else than a dreary record of barbarian slaughter
and pillage. A century later, the Goths have
become the mightiest nation in Europe. One
of their two kings sits on the throne of the
Cwesars, the wisest and most beneficent ruler
that Italy has known for ages; the other

reigns over Spain and the richest parts of Gaul.
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We look forward two hundred and fifty years
and the Gothic kingdoms are no more: the
nation itself has vanished from the stage of
history, leaving scarcely a trace behind ” (2).
The only way, says Professor Chadwick, to
account for this widespread extension of peoples
hitherto unknown is to postulate a similar
process to that which in the case of the Vikings
and the Normans, and in the Sagas, gave rise
to kingdoms in widely separated spots, namely,
military expeditions led by men of royal
blood (3). Such kingdoms as these had no
racial basis: they were simply military States ;
and when the dynasty was wiped out the State
disappeared, to be reconstituted by some fresh
conqueror, or else to be divided up among other
States.

The sudden disappearance of military States
is the necessary corollary to their sudden
appearance. Ebb and flow, flux and reflux, are
the typical phenomena of the process. Yet a
thread of continuity rups through the whole
of the tangle. Wherever you find a ruling
family in any of these States, that family will
trace back its origins to some remote time in
the past, to some other ruling family; it will
never admit plebeian derivation, and it will be
right in this repudiation. Since the expeditions
were practically invariably led by men of royal
blood, continuity of ruling families follows at
once. Good evidence exists to show that men
who were not born of royal blood have played
a negligible part in the foundation of dynasties
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in Europe. In one or two cases usurpers took
possession of the crown of England, but at their
death the legitimate royal family again came
into its own. In like manmer, when the ruling
family of the Visigoths came to an end in Spain,
several nobles tried to form a dynasty, but
none succeeded.

Regarded thus in the light of the interplay of
the various branches of the royal family that
originated in Scandinavia, the rise and fall of
Teutonic kingdoms in Europe is easy to under-
stand. The process is independent of race and
of the people in general, and the only thing that
matters is royal blood.

Prior to the Teutons were the Celta, who are
first heard of in central Europe. From the
Celts the Teutons derived their words dealing
with matters of royalty and warfare. This is
suggestive of the derivation of the Teutonic
ruling families from those of the Celts. Direct
evidence on that point is lacking, unfortunately ;
but the behaviour of the Celts during the fifth
and fourth centuries B.C. entirely parallels that
of the Teutons of later times. They spread
with extreme rapidity, and even sent out
processes as far as Asia Minor, which suggests
warlike expeditions of the same nature as those
of the Teutons. Indeed this form of bebaviour
is typical of the whole of the Aryan-speaking
States, of Asgia as well as of Europe. The
Greck States rise and fall like those of the
Teutons, and in all of them royalty is as definite
if not more definite, than among ourselves.
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It has already been said that the Celts owed
much of their oculture to the Greeks. This
point has been much insisted on by Celtic
scholars—for instance, M. d’Arbois de Joubain-
ville, in his work on Ciuilisation des Celtes et
celle de Tepopée Homerique. It is therefore
interesting to see what ideas the Greeks had of
the origin of their ruling families. This is
doubly important, for when considering Greece
we are in a country where the warlike peoples
from the north came definitely into contact
with Mediterranean civilization.

The Greeks trace their early ruling families
to lands lying to the south, and especially to
Egypt. Thus, we are told in Greek legend that
Danaus, the founder of the royal family of
Arpgos, came from Egypt. Moreover, this
Danaus was supposed to have been the son of
the king of Egypt and nephew of the king of
Pheenicia, who was the brother of the king
of Egypt. Thus the Greeks connected their
earliest ruling family with those of Egypt and
Pheenicia (1) (4). As is well known, Herodotus
was convinced that the Greeks derived their
gods from Egypt, and Lucian, in his work on
the Syrian goddess, is of the same opinion,
It is often said that Herodotus was so vastly
impressed by the Egyptian priests that he
believed their claim. But he had, at the same
time, visited Babylonia, and had had full
opportunities of studying the problem. Since
cults of gods are in the hands of ruling families
the world over, the double claims of the Greeks
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that they derived both their ruling families and
their gods from Egypt really corroborate each
other, and make them still more probable.

An interesting instance of the possible deriva-
tion of rulers by the Greeks from the Mediter-
ranean is that of the Herakleide, the kings of
the Spartans, who were descended from Heracles,
a hero who belonged to the Mediterranean,

It is possible to add still more support for the
Greek contention that their ruling family was
derived from Egypt; for, in what is called the
Mycen=zan Age, which lasted in Greece itself
and roughly from 1500 B.c. to 1100 B.C., there
were clear traces of Egyptian influence. As
Sir Arthur Evans has pointed out, in his Palace
of Minos, the Mycenzan civilization of main-
land Greece was derived from Crete, and was
far below it in cultural level. This form of
culture first appears in Crete at the beginning
of what is termed the Middle Minoan Age
(cire. 2100 B.C.). As usual, this culture shows
manifold traces of derivation from Egyptian
sources, One of the most important items of
evidence of this derivation lies in the form of
grave in which the rulers of the Mycensan Age
were buried. These appeared in Crete in the
Middle Minoan Age, and were obviously modelled
on Egyptian pyramids of the Twelfth Dynasty,
that is, of about the same time. What is more,
models of mummies have been found in the
Cretan examples ; while in those of Greece itself
the bodies were actually embalmed in honey.
This ocertainly suggests the coming into the
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Mediterranean of rulers closely connected with
the Egyptian ruling family.

But it is possible to go still further. In his
monograph on Mycenean Tree and Pillar Cult
Sir Arthur Evans has shown that this form of
art is strongly impregnated with solar ideas,
derived, he claims, from Egypt. This certainly
seems to be correct, for it is in accordance with
other lines of evidence, It is agreed that the
appearance of the use of bronze in Europe was
undoubtedly the result of some uniform influ-
ence, for the elements of culture that come in
at the same time are too similar to have appeared
in such widely separated places at about the
same time as the result of independent origin,
Along with bronze tools and daggers there came
into Europe the use of solar symbols, hitherto
unknown, a great use of gold for ornaments,
obviously for the rulers, and a type of grave
with a cupola tomb exactly like those of
Middle Minoan Crete and Mycenzan Greece,
and therefore modelled on Twelfth Dynasty
Egyptian pyramids. This type of grave ap-
peared in Sardinia, in south-east Spain, in
France, at Maes Howe in the Orkneys, and at
New Grange in Ireland. It consists of a bee-
hive chamber of stone, approached by a passage
with dry stone walls, the whole being covered
by a great mound of earth or rubble,

The presence of vast graves undoubtedly
means the coming to Europe of members of a
ruling family, for no one else could build them,
The use of solar symbols suggests that the
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people responsible for these graves were sun-
worshippers. Since, all the world over, the
sun-cult has been an ancestor cult in the family
of the Children of the Sun, who ruled Egypt, in
one or other of their branches, for thousands
of years, it would seem that these facts, when
put together, mean that the Children of the
Sun had begun to move out from Egypt, and
had founded Kkingdoms in various parts of
Europe, just as they had done while moving
out to America (5). There certainly is good
reason to believe in this movement, for the
Celtic stories are full of these wonderful Children
of the Sun, as also is Greek mythology. The
evidence certainly suggests that the claim of
the Greeks that their earliest rulers came from
Egypt has much to be said for it, In fact, it
is impossible to put forward any other cogent
explanation of the facts,

Wherever the dynastic question can be
- examined continuity is found. The search
for origins of ruling families in Europe only
sends us further and further back into the past,
until, if we simply follow the facts as they are
given us, and do not speculate, we are led to
Egypt. The Teutonic ruling families all go
back to others; they show signs of having
derived their ruling system from the Celts;
the Celts have derived much from the Greeks and
this may include their rulers ; the Greeks claim
that their ruling families first came from Egypt.
In spite of woeful gaps in the evidence this is
what seems to emerge from European history.
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The resources of inquiry are not at an end.
The historical investigation gives one result.
Conclusions can be derived from the considera-
tion of other lines of evidence. I wish to
comment on one or two important facts that
bear out the theory. In our own days the
wearing of a sword on the part of a commis-
sioned officer means that he has come into a
kind of relationship with the king, the fountain
of all honours: he is admitted into the sword-
bearing class. Private soldiers and non-com-
missioned officers do not wear swords. This
has been the case throughout European history.
The sword has always been the mark of rank,
and in the past it was only worn by men of noble
birth (6). The story of the sword begins, in
Egypt, with the triangular dagger, first of
flint and then of copper, that was made by this
people. A first dynasty stela has a triangular
dagger marked on it, and this sign stands for
“noble.” The firat weapons that can be
detected in Europe are the bronze daggers that
came in with the Bronze Age, at the time when
the Children of the Sun were probably moving
about in the Mediterranean. These bronze
daggers are exactly like those made by the
Egyptians in earlier times. In course of time
the blade became lengthened, and the dagger
turned into a sword. . Its use was still confined
to men of royal and noble birth. When the use
of iron came in the new swords were simply
copiea of bronze swords. Thus the Celtic
nobles had a weapon evidently derived from the

II
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Egyptian dagger. The Celts and the Romans
passed on their swords to the Teutons, and the
early Teutonic swords were only worn by men
of noble birth. Thus there is apparently a
perfect continuity running down from Egypt
to the present day in the fact that the wearing
of swords, with certain slight extensions, as in
the Middle Ages and in the case of cavalry, has
always been mainly the prerogative of noble
birth. This continuity enables us to jump
gaps and to claim that the only theory that fits
the facts is the theory of dynastic continuity—
the theory that, from beginning to end of the
geries of sword-bearing ruling groups, there
runs & thread of relationship.

The solution of the problem of dynastic
spread in Kurope is that suggested by the
known history of the Teutonic dynasties. We
have to do with expeditions, led by men of royal
birth, and consisting of warlike followers, who
set out from their homes and went into the
surrounding countries to seek their fortunes.
Having succeeded in founding a kingdom, often
on a lower cultural plane than their homeland,
they organized their new subjects on a military
basis, and, in time, came down to ravage their
homelands. The process is perfectly simple,
and it accounts for all the facts as no other
theory will.

The inquiry in Europe has led us back to
Egypt, in which country it is possible to account
for the origin of royalty. Before considering
that matter it will be well to see that the theory
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of dynastic continuity gains great support from
other parts of the world.

At the other end of the vast region inhabited,
at some time or other, by peoples speaking
Aryan languages, there exists a large and
important race the study of which will afford
support for the theory of dynastic continuity.
I refer to the Rajputs, the last surviving
remnants of the old ruling groups of India.
Their history runs on exactly similar lines to
that of the Teutons : royal blood is everything,
and the source of the claim to rule is descent
from the founder of the dynasty. Many of
their ruling families can trace back their lineage
for several centuries. The Rajputs of Raj-
putana bave founded many States on their
boundaries by the simple process of the migra-
tion of members of a ruling family, who, with
a few followers, have managed to impose
themselves on a wandering fribe as their rulers,
In this way there bhas been produced, as was
shown by Sir Alfred Lyall in his Asiatic Studies,
a perfect network of communities, all linked
together by dynastic ties, This is the way by
which peoples of the lower culture have derived
their ruling families, that is to say, not by
segregation from within the community, but by
imposition from without. The Rajputs are
probably members of the great ruling caste of
India of former times, the two branches of
which, the Solar and Lunar races, existed when
the Puranas and the Mahabharaia were written
(7). These books, especially the Puranas, con-
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tain many tables of descent, and a recent writer
has asserted that these tables are mainly true ;
for the facts given there about the origins of
cities agree so well with the known distribution
of States in northern India in ancient times as
to provide'ample confirmation of their reliability.
It is true that usurpers have arisen, and have
fabricated genealogies to support their claims
to the throme, but these forgeries have not
gained common acceptance ; and, as is argued,
such practices only presuppose the existence of
royal birth as the foundation of the claim to
rule, the desire for recognition forcing usurpers
to create an ancestry.

A remarkable instance of dynastic continuity
is afforded by the great group of ** Turko-
Tartar ” peoples, who first appeared on the
scence of history in countries bordering on
China.  Professor Parker and Sir Henry
Howorth, among others, have shown how one
tribe had budded from the original stem to
produce apparently distinet peoples. Pro-
fessor Parker is of the opinion that all the ruling
houses of this great group are ultimately
derived from one original stem ; and he states
that, in the case of the best-known tribe, the
Hiung-Nu, the ancestors of the Huns of Europe,
there is no mention during the period of a
thousand years during which we know of them,
of the succession ever having gone out of the
direct line of descent (8). Of recent years a
discovery hag been made which entirely sub-
stantiates the conclusions of Professor Parker.
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Professor Hirth has found that in the case of
the Huns the ancestors of their great leader,
Attila, can be traced back probably to the
thirteenth century B.C., and certainly to the
sixth century B.c. He found in an old Hun-
garian manuscript a list of names of Attila's
ancestors that agreed so closely with those in
a Chinese list of rulers of the Hiung-Nu that
there was no doubt of their identity. The
Chinese list dated back to the sixth century B.c.
(9. In the case of China itself, Professor
Parker states that the historic dynasties all
formed part of the same family, giving a con-
tinuity of thousands of years (10). Moreover,
there is possibly a connexion between the
Chinese dynasties and those of the Hiung-Nu,
for these Tartars claim that their dynasty was
founded by a Chinese official of high—that is,
royal-—rank, who went to live among them,
just as members of Rajput families have con-
solidated barbaric tribes in India. This story
may not be true, for the Chinese themselves
deny it ; but there are plenty of cases in which
members of Chinese royal families have gone
out to rule barbarians and have adopted their
customs ; the Chinese, indeed, make the claim
with respect to most of the neighbouring
kingdoms. .

One of the most perfect—if not, at present,
the most perfect--instances of dymastic con-
tinuity, is that of the Polynesians. This great
group of peoples has spread from India right
out across the Pacific as far as Easter Island,
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over an enormous area, and the journey has
taken many centuries to accomplish. In spite
of the many vicissitudes that this great family
has undergone, the threads of continuity have
been retained apparently unbroken. It is not
possible to go back as far as in China, for
Polynesian records only reach to about a.D.
600 ; but their perfect reliability is a most
striking phenomenon—one that impresses the
gtudent forcibly with the notion of continuity of
ruling groups.

Polynesian traditions go back to Samoa, which,
together with Fiji and Tonga, was the point
whence were derived the colonizers of the eastern
Pacific (see Sketch Map No. 7). Prior to their
arrival in Samoa practically nothing is known
of the actpal history of the Polynesian ruling
groups, but indirect evidence points to their
continuous derivation from pre-existing ruling
groups of like order. Men from Samoa sailed
across the ocean and colonized Tahiti and its
neighbourhood ; which, in turn, became a fresh
centre of dispersal, whence migrations went
to Rarotonga, and thence to New Zealand.
Another movement took place from Tahiti to
Hawaii (11).

One significant feature of Polynesian life is
the importance placed on the study of genea-
logical tables, which recount the ancestry of
the ruling groups of the islands. These have
been recorded on a large scale by the members
of the Polynesian Society and by various other
students, and a large mass of material makes it
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possible to learn much of the dynastic history
of the Polynesians. It was formerly part—
and an important part—of the education of
noble youths to learn their ancestral tables
for many generations. In that way a young
Maori noble of New Zealand would know his
ancestral table up to the time when his fore-
fathers came from Rarotonga in a canoe—just
as some of our noble families delight to recount
that their ancestors came over with the Con-
queror—and beyond that. He would know
the names of his ancestors who lived in Raro-
tonga, and also in Tahiti. Similarly, the
nobility of Hawaii would know their ancestry in
Tahiti and perhaps in Samoa.

This traditional lore affords a precise means
of controlling Polynesian traditions of travel;
for if the Maori ruling families were derived from
those of Rarotonga, it should be possible, by
reference to the Rarotongan tables, to see if
the reputed Rarotongan ancestry of the Maori
nobility actually existed, just as it is possible
to compare two records of Attila’s ancestry,
one in Kurope and the other in China, made by
recorders who certainly know nothing of each
other. It is found, on comparison, that the
reputed Rarotongan ancestry of the Maori
does, in fact, agree with the Rarotongan
records ; also that, going further back, the
Tahitian royal families had members who appear
in the early parts of the Maori tables. Similarly
with Hawaii: it is never found that any
insuperable gap exists in the tables. Since
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this precise correspondence exists so far back as
the records reach, it is to be presumed that,
were further records available, it would be
found to hold between the first settlements of
Samoa and those further west, say in Ponape,
and so on into India, and further back into
Efy'pt. There is no logical reason against the

option of this view, and, indeed, many
reasons exist for its acceptance besides those
already adduced.

It may perhaps weary the reader to find
insistence laid on group after group of peoples
who all seem to have been descended from a
eommon stock ; but it is essential that this
point should be grasped, and its ultimate
gignificance realized. I do not intend to ex-
haust the possibilities, but will bring forward
two more instances, and then shall proceed to
lay down some generalizations that serve to
bring all these facts into focus.

Although the great Bantu family of peoples
in Africa are spread over a great extent of
country there is reason to believe that they
originally sprang from one or more groups in
the eastern highlands (Sketch Map No. 7).
To quote the words of one authority only,
Mr. D. F. Ellenberger, the author of The History
of the Basuto: ‘It may be taken for certain. . .
that all the Bantu tribes come from one common
source. The differences which exist between
them to-day, in respect of type and language,
may be attributed to various causes: such,
for instance, as intercourse with other peoples,
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Bushmen, Hottentots, ete,, as well as to
circumstance and environment. But all have,
in the main, the same usages and customs,
the same form of government, the same or
similar weapons, and many similar super-
stitions, such as the worship of ancestors”
(page xx).

The Bantu have migrated from north to
south, and in the north there is no doubt that
the institution of ruling groups is more definite
than in the south. There is no hope, therefore,
of discovering the origin of this institution
among the Bantu: rather does it degrade as
time goes on and the movement spreads south-
wards,

The last instance that I wish to adduce is
well known to us all, namely, that of the tables
of descent of Noah. The sons of Noah are said
to have given rise to various races, which in
their turn gave rise to others, and to cities.
The diversity of language and of physical type
among all these peoples has made this claim
to common origin appear strange to modern
students, and more than one alternative reading
has been given to the tradition. For instance,
Gunkel says, in his Commentary on Genesis,
speaking of this table of descent: “ What are
we to say of this table of nations ? The first
impression on the modern unprejudiced reader
must be strange. It is as if one should say,
the sons of Germanus are Germany, England,
and Scandinavia ; Germany produced Saxony,
Swabia, France, Bavaria; Saxony produced
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Hanover, Brunswick, and Hamburg ” (page 85).
But is not this exactly what would happen if a
future historian got hold of a garbled version
of the fact that the royal families of Europe
were descended from one common stock ? The
first home of the Teutonic peoples that we know
of was Scandinavia. So we may say, Scan-
dinavia produced Jutland, Germany, Saxony,
and so on; Saxony produced Sussex, Essex,
and Wessex. The Goths could be made to
descend from Goth, the son of Scan ; his sons
would be Ostrogoth and Visigoth; the sons of
Visigoth would be France, Spain, and Africa,
and so forth, In this way the spread of the
ruling families of Scandinavia could be set out
by naming the various States founded by the
wandering bands, and, what is more, the States
would be identified with the ruling groups.
Thus the table of Noah’s sons could be exactly
paralleled among KEuropean peoples. This
parallel would remove the chief difficulty of the
commentators—that of race, for Teutonic dynas-
ties ruled over peoples of the most varied races—
Mediterranean, Teutonic, Slavonic, and Magyar
—who spoke different languages. There is
thus no difficulty in the way of accepting the
account as representing vaguely some historic
pracess, if the movement be accepted as being
one of aristocracies and not of peoples. The
text of the Old Testament seems to show that
we are really dealing with men of royal birth.
For example, Jahweh said to Abram, “T will
make of thee a great nation, . . . I will make



THEORY OF DYNASTIC CONTINUITY 171

nations of thee and kings shall come out of
thee ” (Gen. ix. 2; xvii. 8). Of Sarah, his wife,
it is written, ** She shall be & mother of nations :
kings of people shall be of her ” (Gen. xvii. 6).
Ishmael, son of Abram’s concubine, is the
father of ruling families: “ These are the sons
of Ishmael, and these are their names, by their
towns, and by their castles, twelve princes
according to their nations” (Gen, xxv. 16).
Esau was the “ ancestor  of the Edomites, but
it is clear that he really was the founder of their
ruling group, and not of the people themselves,
for all his descendants are mentioned as kings
(Gen. xxxvi.). When Abram is said to be the
father of many nations it really seems to mean
that his descendants will rule over diverse
peoples. When he is promised that his seed
shall have the land from the river of Egypt to
the Euphrates, including all manner of peoples,
it apparently means that his descendants shall
rule over these peoples and possess them (Gen.
xv. 18-21). The reception given to Abram
by kings shows likewise that he was a member
of a royal family.

It is now timne to advance from these separate
cases to a general theorem. If what has been
said in this chapter be true, it is evident that the
problem, in the case of the Teutonic, Celtic,
and, finally, of the whole of the Aryan-speaking
group of ruling families probably reduces down
to that of one original family, which, by sending
out processes in the manner described, has
produced an immense proliferation of ruling
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families, which have brought into being a
network of States, all of them connected, not
by any racial ties, but through their rulers.
Wheﬁl we deal with historical examples, such as
in the case of the an-gpeakin les, or
the Bantu, or the ﬁko-TIaftar ggroll::;gpor the
Polynesians, we are dealing with peoples who
have emerged from certain origin centres, where
there are signs of a former civilization. This
former civilization is, generally speaking, of a
like kind in all parts of the world; it is the
archaic civilization already discussed in the last
chapter—a civilization characterized by the
building of megalithic monuments, the use of
polished stone implements, irrigation, and so
forth. Tts ruling family was, as has been seen,
in two divisions, one part consisting of the
Children of the Sun, incarnate deifies; the
other consisting of a landed nobility, connected
with the under-world, who looked after the
civil administration of the couniry, and acted
a8 war-lords. One peculiar feature of this
early ruling group was its form of succession.
The heir to the throne was not the son of the
king, but, in the first place, his brother; and,
when he died, the son of the eldest sister. That
is to say, the succession to the throne was
matrilineal. If the ruling groups just conm-
sidered have emerged from this older form of
society there should be some traces among them
of a change from matrilineal to patrilineal
institutions.

This evidence is readily forthcoming. Pro-
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fessor Chadwick, in The Heroic Age {(page 346),
states distinctly that this transition took place :
““No doubt on the whole the agnatic [i.e.
patrilineal] system of relationship had become
predominant almost everywhere in the Heroic
Age; but sufficient traces of the opposite
system remain to render it probable that a
change had taken place not so very far back.”
Again he says, in the case of Gaul: “In the
earliest Gaulish tradition of which we have
record the title to sovereignty seems to go,
as among the Picts, to the sons of the sister ”
(page 428). This is a common phenomenon.
The claim to a former system of mother-right
has been made in the case of practically every
country of Europe.

It is found, in all the cases of wandering
military aristocracies, that the change from
mother-right to father-right took place shortly
after the migrations began. This is urged, for
instance, by Robertson Smith, in his work on
Kinship and Marriage, in the case of the Arab
tribes who emerged from Yemen. He says
that, at the beginning of the movement,
descent was matrilineal ; but, as he argues
throughout the book, these peoples became
patrilineal in the course of their wanderings, and
he remarks that * the period of the Yemenite
migrations lies within a very few generations of
the ultimate victory of male kinship. That
victory probably came fast ”’ (page 273). There
18 likewise evidence of & transition from mother-
right to father-right in the Old Testament,
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for some of the tables of descent are matri-
lineal, while others are patrilineal (12).

My friend Dr. Alphonse Mingana, of the
John Rylands’ Library, Manchester, télls me
that the genealogies of the Turks and Tartars
go back to women, which is a sign of the former
existence among them of mother-right. This
case is like that of the Lombards, who traced
their descent to a queen in Scandinavia.

One of the best instances of a transition
from matrilineal to patrilineal institutions is
that of the Polynesians. We have clear evi-
dence of the former existence among them
of matrilineal succession, but in later times
this has become patrilineal (13). The Bantu
tribes, again, are madtrilineal in those places
sitnated near their homelands. In North
America it can be shown that a transition has
taken place from matrilineal to patrilineal
institutions,

All the world over, therefore, a trangition has
taken place among ruling groups from mother-
right to father-ri i‘lt. R%yal families have, for
some reason or other, changed their mode of
descent and succession go a8 to allow the sons of
kings to succeed them on the throne. Mother-
right was the ruling mode in the earliest civiliza-
tion, so far as our evidence takes us. There-
fore the warrior dynasties that swarmed out of
the origin centres trace back their descent into
the early matrilineal civilization, which formerly
spread over the whole world. Since, as has
been urged, these great groups of families seem




THEORY OF DYNASTIC CONTINUITY 175

originally each to have sprung from -single
families, the problem has been reduced con-
giderably in dimensions. From small begin-
nings a vast ramification can proceed, and this
is undoubtedly what has happened in the case
of the ruling groups of the earth. Far from
inquiry leading back into primitive times, when
culture was on a low plane, it takes us back
into the highly developed . civilization of
antiquity. The picture presented to us, there-
fore, is that of an original ruling group, charac-
terized by mother-right, spreading all over the
world, and in time giving rise to other ruling
groups which are lower in culture, patrilineal
in institutions, and pastoral by occupation.
From these later groups have been developed
most of the present ruling families of the world.
Sometimes, as in the case of the Mikados of
Japan, the former ruling group still persists ;
and in their case it is certain that mother-right
was formerly the rule.

It would be possible to construct more than
one bridge to link up the two groups of ruling
families—those with mother-right and those
with father-right. One of the most interesting
of these connecting-links is that of the use of
ensigns. From the earliest times in Egypt the
different territorial divisions were distinguished
by certain signs. As this civilization spread
out of Egypt the use of ensigns went with it,
and so the ruling groups of the whole region
from India to America were in the habit of
using similar emblems. We read, in the
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Mahabharata of India, of great gatherings of
rulers, each with their banner inseribed with
some device—a boar, lion or eagle, and so forth.
In the Bugi States of southern Celebes there is
the same custom. It exists among the Bantu
tribes of Africa, in North America ; it formerly
existed among the Israeclites and the Arabs.
The Japanese nobility, the Rajputs, and hosts
of other ruling groups have adopted this custom.
In later times in Europe the use of hereditary
emblems seems to have fallen into decay, but
among the early Teutonic rulers the custom
was in full ewing. In the old Secandinavian
kingdoms the king, who was a high priest,
claimed descent from the great goddess Freya,
who was connected with the boar. In conse-
quence of this he wore the boar as a crest.
Tacitus says of the Alstii: ‘‘ They worship the
mother of the gods. The distinguishing mark
of their cult is that they wear the shapes of wild
boars. This serves for armour and for a
protection in all things, rendering the wor-
shipper of the goddess safe even among foes.”
The use of the boar as an emblem by the Teutons
is interesting, in view of the fact that the Celts
also used the same emblem. Since the use of
the boar signified, in the case of the early
Teutonic kings, descent from the mother goddess
it would seem that the Teutonic rulers really
belonged to the same family as the Celtic rulers,
which has already been suggested.

Another reason can be assigned for the belief
in a continuity of ruling groups from the
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beginnings of this institution right down to
modern times in all parts of the earth. It can
“be shown, in all parts of the world, that cults
of gods are primarily ancestor cults maintained
by members of ruling groups. There is no
reason whatever to believe that men have
imagined gods and then have worshipped them,
The idea of deity has grown up with civilization
itself, and in its beginnings it was constructed
out of the most homely of materials. The
earliest ruling groups were closely bound up
with the idea of deity, and in course of time
kings in Egypt came to be regarded as incarnate
deities. Thus the Children of the Sun, who went
all over the world and founded the States of
the archaic civilization, were sons of the sun-
god, born of a theogamy and not of the union
of mortals.

Given that the rulers of the earliest civiliza-
tions in all parts of the earth were “ gods,” it
would follow that their descendants would also
claim either to be divine or to be of divine
descent. This is what actually oocurs. In the
case of the Anglo-Saxon kings of England
descent from QOdin is claimed. Odin is at one
time a king and a war-god. In this he is
exactly similar to the founders of ruling houses
in other parts of the world. He can be com-
pared to Oro, or Rongo, the great war-god of the
eastern Pacific, the ancestor of the ruling
houses of Tahiti, himself born of a theogamy,
and thus of the same nature as the kings of
the archaic civilization, Similarly with Huit-
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zilopochtli. Throughout India a similar claim
is made on the part of ruling groups: they
always assert that their first ancestor was a
“god.” So he was; he was a member of the
great family of The Children of the Sun; his
father was a god, so therefore he partook of the
divine nature more than ordinary men.

Thus the claim put forward in all parts of
the earth by ruling families, that they are
descended from “ gods,” is yet another proof
of their essential unity. It can be shown that
commoners pay practically no attention to
cults of gods; they leave all that to the here-
ditary priesthood, the more important members
of which belong to the rulers. The religious
system is in the hands of the ruling class.
Therefore, when a movement of culture takes
place, the ruling group takes its cults with it, and
the commoners accept this cult without bother-
" ing their heads much about the matter. There-
fore any ruling group with cults of gods must
have been derived from some other ruling
group. There is no reason whatever to believe
that ruling groups have independently, in all
parts of the world, come to elaborate religious
gystems, and then to proclaim their divine
descent.

The “ god " ancestor is someone with whom
it is possible to become very familiar by study-
ing the archaic civilization. As inquiry is
pushed farther back in history it arrives, not
at the humble beginnings of royalty, but at
ita apotheosis, The earliest kings of the archaic
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civilization were incarnate gods, men at the
summit of human power and prestige, the like
of which the world has never since seen. There-
fore when kings such as those who ruled over
the Angles and Saxons claimed to be descended
from a king who was a god, they were claiming
descent from a member of the ruling families of
communities of the archaic civilization ; they
were claiming relationship, ultimately, with the
kings of Egypt. As we have seen, there is good
reason for them to make this claim. So also
in the case of any other claim to descent from
divine warrior kings. This claim is made
universally, because warrior kings have, the
world over, descended in that manner, It
would indeed be ocurious if this claim were not
put forward.

~ All paths of inquiry lead to the same goal
The only theory that can be framed from the
facts is that of continuity. Only by con-
cluding that the process that can be watched in
80 many cases is of universal application can
any harmony be produced in the apparent chaos
of facts. The facts afford no reason for
believing anything else.



CHAPTER IX
THE OLASS SYSTEM

E societies that have been considered
in the last chapter were what may be
termed Class Siates. Our own country

is a typical instance. It contains, theoretically,
two distinet classes, and the further back we
go the more distinet do they become; for the
community is divided into two classes: those
who are entitled to use emblems—those who
are noble by birth—and the commoners, Al-
though it is posaible to show, in many cases, that
noble families have sprung from commoners,
yet the institution of a ruling group has per-
sisted ever since we have any knowledge.
Inquiry has shown us that this system of the
class state, far from being of spontaneous
origin in various parts of the earth, is the result
of auniform process, that of the spread of ruling
groups. It is to the general comsideration of
this process that attention is now to be directed.

The most primitive communities of which we
have knowledge, the food-gatherers, have no
olass system. They consist-of family groups, the
members of which are bound together by ties
of relationship. They live in juxtaposition
to other family groups, their hunting grounds
adjoin, but they do not intermingle, This is

180
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the fundamental form of human society. The
problem that faces us at the present is to
understand how superposition ever came to
pass, how one family group came to achieve
a position of superiority over the other family
groups. The study of the facts adduced in
the last ohapter affords no hope of solution
on tho lines of a gradual segregation, all the
world over, of certain families from the
mass of the community, on account of their
superiority. Instead of going back to times
when the rulers were just emerging from the
mass of the community, and gradually con-
golidating their power, we find that, on the
contrary, the earliest ruling families were
entirely distinct from the rest of the community :
they were even, in some cases, incarnate deities.

Since all signs point to Egypt as being the
homeland of civilization, it is to that country
that we turn first for signs of the beginnings
of royalty. What was there in the conditions
existing in early times in Egypt that caused
the mass of the people to accept some family
as their rulers ? What possible reason could
there be for such a social revolution ?

Eilliot Smith was the first to point the way to
the solution of this problem. He has shown
that the earliest kings—and this holds good of
all parts of the world, Egypt, Sumer, India,
Mexico, Peru, and 80 on—were intimately
associated with the ceremonial connected with
food supply. The Egyptians lived by means
of irrigation, and this involved the manipula-
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tion of a large water supply, with an intricate
gystem of canals, Elliot Smith suggests that
t{e kingship arose in connexion with the main-
tenance of this irrigation system. In this he
is probably right. But it may be that his
reasons do not represent the exact truth.
Elliot Smith maintamns that the man who first
devised and controlled the system became the
first ruler ; he seized power and maintained it ;
he organized the labour of the community to
work the irrigation system (1).

This explanation is not very satisfactory.
1t seems to leave out of count the fact that the
beginnings of irrigation would take place in a
very scattered community, and a dense popula-
tion would not at first be present. The tech-
nique of water control would develop with the
population, and there is no reason to believe
that this wounld necessitate any other governing
factor than the ceuncil of the village or larger
group. Plenty of communities nowadays
manage vast irrigation systems in this way:
this is so with the Bontoc and other tribes of
the Philippines, of the Pueblo Indians of New
Mexico and Arizona, as well as of the village
communes of France and Spain, whose cus-
tomary law goes back to an unknown past.

The agricultural operations of the ancient
Egyptians depended on the Nile flood. Irriga-
tion channels, and reservoirs for water, had
to be prepared before the time of rise of the
river. So & means of counting time was of
the utmost importance to them. The Egyp-
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tians had at an early date elaborated a calendar
for this purpose, and thereby had performed a
very great service to mankind. It is in con-
nexion with the elaboration of a calendar, a
work demanding great ability, that, in my
opinion, the kingship came into being.

Certain events that happened in Egypt
suggest that this is the proper explanation of
the facts (2). The Children of the Sun, who
came into power at the beginning of the Fifth
Dynasty, belonged to Heliopolis, the place
where the solar, or Sothic calendar was invented.
This calendar in time displaced the older
calendar, which was lunar, and therefore much
more cumbersome. The rulers of Heliopolis
also invented the first Nilometer. Thus they
performed signal services to Egypt. It seems
to be more than a coincidence that the throne
should have been gained by a family that
belonged to a place where the solar calendar
was invented. It suggests that the earlier
ruling group had got into power by the invention
of the lunar calendar. We know that the ruling
family of Egvpt, before the coming to power
of the Children of the Sun in the Fifth Dynasty,
waa oonnected with the moon; we know,
further, that it was intimately associated with
irrigation, and that the priests had control of
observations connected with the calendar.

Imagine what a service was rendered to the
Egyptians by the man who discovered that by
observing the movements of the moon it was
possible to give precise warning of the on-
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coming flood of the Nile. Once the flood cams
all operations must cease., Canals, basing, and
so on, had to be prepared in readiness for the
great flood. Once the year was fixed men had
a great control over their fate, and they could
prepare for the season’s work. It is reasonable
to assume that the man who made this great
discovery would be maintained by the com-
munity, in return for the services that he
performed in making astronomical observations
in connexion with the calendar. The founda-
tion of the first ruling group would thus be the
direct result of what is certainly one of the
greatest intellectual feats ever accomplished—
the formulation of a calendar, Throughout
the world the ruling classes of the oldest civiliza-
tions have been directly associated with the
calehdar. The astronomer royal of Babylon
had to send each day to the king a report of
the position of the heavenly bodies. Again,
the Chinese ascribed the calendar to their first
alleged emperor, Fu-hi, who also introduced
sacrifices to the gods. The early ruling families
of Mexico and elsewhere were closely associated
with the calendar.

Whatever opinion be held with regard to
this view of the origin of ruling families, there
ia no doubt that the earliest rulers were
intimately concerned with the life of the
community, and that they performed functions
that, in the opinion of their subjects, were of
direct importance to the welfare of the whole
sommunity. The whole of the ceremonial that
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was supposed to assure the growth of crops, the
fertility of animals, and so on, was in their
hands, and their chief function was, in the
beginning, centred round such matters,

In the course of time the ruling group began
to constitute a definite class, distinet from the
rest of the community, A vested interest
arose, and, as in the case of every such vested
interest, it began to consolidate its own position
and to acquire power for itself. The class
system soon emerged. Thus we find in Egypt,
by the time of the Fifth Dynasty, the rulers
had so far distinguished themselves from the
commoners that they had come to claim divine
birth : they were the Sons of the Sun, they
were mummified at death, while their subjects,
with the exception of some favoured nobles,
were buried in the ordinary way. The kings
went, after death, to the sky, while their
subjects went underground. In these and in
many other ways did they mark themselves
off from the rest of the community.

When the move out from Egypt took place, it
is evident that members of both classes must
have emigrated. For in the communities of
the archaic civilization, that can be examined
in various places, the organization of Egypt
of the Pyramid Age is reproduced more or less
faithfully. The Children of the Sun are the
rulers ; there is a class of nobles; and below
them—vaastly below them in culture—come the
commoners. This holds in a long line of settle-
ments running from India to America. Siunce
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so great a gap existe between the two classes
of these communities, the rulers and the com-
moners, it is inconceivable that a class State,
such as is found, say, in Ponape or old Samoa,
conld have been the result of anything but
direct transmission. For instance, the family
of the Children of the Sun must, from one end
of the world to the other, have been related.
It is inconceivable, to me at least, that com-
moners could go from a place such as Ponape to
Samoa, and there set themselves up as the
Children of the Sun. That would involve too
much ; it would mean that they would believe
that they went, after death, to the sky, instead
of to the under-world, as their ancestors had
done, to a place with which they had no con-
nexion whatever ; they would have to attempt
the practice of mummification; they would
have to reconstitute a vast ritual connected
with the sun-cult, of which they had been
entirely ignorant. It is incredible that the
commoners could have done these things. All
that we know of the process goes to show that
the class system has been handed on from one
- community to the other the whole world over,
that in no case, with the exception of the place
of origin of the system, Egypt itself, has it
sprung up spontaneously.

Since food-producing communities have, the
world over, been practically invariably founded
on the class system, it follows that when we
think of a *“ State * as a reality we are deceiving
ourselves. Any given class State is simply a
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temporary expression of the underlying class
system. I mean that the actual configuration
of a country and the constitution of the State
is the result of forces working within the ruling
group, and is not inherent in the country itself,
or in its population. It was urged, in an earlier
chapter, that the settlements of the people
of the archaic civilization were made in places
where they found what they sought—-gold,
pearls, and so forth. The seekers settled there
and amalgamated with the food-gathering
natives to form a class State, of which the noble
members of the wanderers formed the ruling
family. The two fundamental elements in the
situation were the desired substances and
the class system: together they produced the
States of Mexico, Costa Rica, Peru, and so
forth. These States were in themselves but
the expression of something else, and they
really did not form entities.

It is certainly true that, in the case of the
earliest class States, those, say, of Egypt and
Sumer, the class system was but a secondary
phenomenon ; and that, as this system spread
over the earth, the constitution of the State
was transported bodily, so that members of all
classes were taken. Such States could there-
fore be called national States, and the ruling
group would perform functions that were held
to be necessary for the general well-being of
the community. This is true for the States
of the archaic civilization. But when class
States were formed by the wanderers who set
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out from these communities a very different
condition of affairs is seen to result. These
wandering bands simply went from one place
to another, and, wherever possible, imposed
themselves as a ruling class. They performed
no national functions at all, and simply ruled
ag conquerors. When such States as these are
considered, it is patent that any attempt to
form a wvalid concept of them is almost impos-
gible. The study of European history through-
out the centuries reveals a constant flux of
States, boundaries constantly changing, and
whole bodies of peoples being transferred from
one sway to another. The consequence is that,
at one time, peoples of different race will be
ruled over by the same king, while peoples of
the same race will be ruled over by different
kings, In every State there will be two
distinct classes, with absolutely different social
traditions, and consequently quite divergent
attitudes towards many problems, such, for
instance, as those concerning the relations
between States.

When, therefore, we talk of any State founded
in such a manner, we should be extremely
careful to define what we mean. It is evidently
only by ignoring the fact that there are two
distinct classes in these States, and confining
attention to the ruling group, that any co-
herence of thought can be attained. But, in
go doing, the existence of the mass of the
community has to be ignored. It is certainly
true that, in certain circumstances, some appear-
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ance of unity can be induced in a community
with the c system, but such sporadic
instances do not hide the fact that we cannot
for & moment speak of such a State as & per-
sonality, and at the same time speak sense,
The class States of the world owe their per-
sonality, in so far as they possess them, to
certain accidental circumstances. They are
not the result of any racial differences, nor of
climatic or geographical factors. They are
simply, in the last analysis, the consequences
of dynastic processes, of the struggles of ruling
groups for domination over native populations ;
that is to say, the reality at the back of the
process of formation of States is the class
system. This is true for the world as a whole.
Consider the map of Europe at any time, say
in the fourteenth century; then again in the
fifteenth century. I:Iga.s changed. States
have enlarged their boundaries, others have
disappeared. But the class system is still
there, and has been there ever since there is any
knowledge of such communities. It is true,
of course, that in the process of time such
States have often become “ national,” as the
result of the possession of a common body of
tradition, but that does not obscure the nature
of the main process at work.

Any particular class State is simply the
expression, more or less temporary, of the class
system. It is the result of the superposition
of a ruling group over a native population, the
process of superposition differing according to
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circumstances. So, when speaking of any
State, extreme care must be taken that the
concept is true, and is not the result of the
confusion of a part with the whole. This
tendency, woefully common as it is, of forming
some concept of a class State as constituting
some sort of personality is dangerous in the
extreme, for it obscures the ultimate reality
that underlies all class States, namely, the
institution of classes.



CHAPTER X

THE ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT OF
| WAR

N this chapter I wish to urge that warfare,
I in the sense of organized violent behaviour

between communities, is not an essential
feature of human society. I claim that it grew,
up along with the class State, in consequence of -
the development of certain social institutions,
particularly the class system. It will not be.
possible to do more here than to sketch some
of the broad historical features of practice, the
full consideration of which will have to be
reserved for some future occasion.

What do we know about man’s violent
behaviour ? It is too commonly assumed that
violent behaviour is ‘‘ natural > to men, in that
they will infallibly exhibit it, to a greater or
less degree, in their ordinary daily intercourse,
unless restraining influences are at work. The
notion of a community where any sort of
violence was practically unknown would sound
absurd to most of us. We are apt to think
that “ civilization ” has tamed the ‘ savage,”
that it has imposed restraints on his violent
tendencies, without inquiring as to whether
this really is the case.

T am convinced that this is one of the most
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profound mistakes that can be made, and that,
until this error is eliminated from current
thought, there is little hope for any solution
of the greatest problem that confronts us as
civilized men and women, namely, the elimina-
tion of violence from the relations between
States, and, indeed, from all human relation-
ships. It is certainly true that the relations
between States have been violent for very many
centuries in Europe; and from this men have
argued that war must always be, unless some
means are devised of restraining the * pug-
nacious tendencies ” of men.

Suppose it were to be suggested that, far from
civilization having tamed the savage, it has
made man into & * savage,” into & being who
has learned modes of violent conduct entirely
unknown to his forerunners. Suppose it be
suggested that, as civilization has developed
from ite most primitive stages, mankind has
been educated in_cruel ell as in other
ways. An argument such as this, which seems
to turn thought upside down, to reverse our
current conceptions of the meaning of what
we term  Civilization,” will have to be sup-

rted by many facta if it is to gain any hearing.
g'c:at I submit that this contention is sound, and
that all we know of history goes to support it.

In the study of human behaviour, especially
when that study is approached from the stand-
point of our western European States, with
their long and chequered history of war, it is
extremely diffioult to distinguish cause from
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effect. Take, for instance, the expression of
anger in young children. Is it true that an
infant when in any way thwarted will evince
anger, and start to make violent attempts to
get its own way ? May it not be that it is
reacting to the recollection of & former exper-
ience when, for example, it had been slapped
by an angry mother, or had observed the
process in the case of an elder brother or sister ?
Children are imitative to a degree that is hardly
realized, except by those who have carefully
observed their daily life, and taken particular
note of the way in which they build up their
world of thought and conduct. Of course, it
may be that children, who, after all, have not
attained their full mental stature, whose brains
are not yet fully developed, do behave in
unrestrained ways; but that is no argument
concerning the behaviour of the adult. We
cannot be too careful when discussing the
problem of violent behaviour in determining
cause and effect.

There are undoubtedly many who, while
agreeing that violent relations between com-
munities may have been uncommon in the
early stages of civilization, would insist that
violence may always have characterized personal
relations. Men will fight for a wife, they may
say, or for some other good reason; some
violent expression of anger must always have
been exhibited.

It is dangerous to dogmatize about such a
roatter as this, But reason can be adduced

13
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for the contention that formerly violent be-
haviour must have been practically non-existont
in human society ; that is to say, the relations,
not only of communities, but of individuals,
must have been predominantly peaceful.

What is the meaning of this contention ?
Simply this: that instead of imagining that
man has had to restrain cerfain innate violent
tendencies that drove him on to his destruction,
we have to imagine that he has, owing to a
faulty development in some of the inatitutions
that he has elaborated, altered his conduct as
the result of strains and stresses set up in
him by social disharmonies. This contention is,
a priori, just as sound as its opposite, which
asserts that certain institutions have restrained
man and taught him decent behaviour. The
problem that we are called upon to solve is
this: Is violent behaviour the result of social
forces, or have social forces tended to prevent
it ?

The only course is to appeal to the faots,
We have a vast range of human society from
which to choose instances, and we can control
our reasoning strictly, owing to the knowledge
that we posseas of the sequence of various
types of culture. When inquiry is made at
the beginning, when the food-gatherers of the
earth are examined, a remarkable result follows.
Instead of spending their days fighting, these
people, one and all, live peaceful lives when left
undisturbed. They use no violence in their
personal relations, and they do net fight as
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communitfies (1). The unanimity with which
men and women who have lived among such
peoples, and know them well, testify to their
honesty, their fidelity to the marriage tie, their
kind treatment of children, their respect for
the old, and their peaceful behaviour in all
their relationships, is one of the most striking
phenomena of ethnology.

When confronted with facts drawn from every
part of the globe, from all the food-gathering
communifies already mentioned (see page 6),
it would seem that peaceful behaviour is really
typical of mankind when living simple lives
such as those of the food-gatherers. If that
be accepted, it follows that man must somehow
or other have become warlike as human culture
developed.

The prehistoric food-gatherers of Europe—
the men of the Old Stone Age—do not seem to
have been very concerned with combat. They
do not appear to have made weapons of stone.
They may, of course, have made them of wood ;
but it is hardly likely that, since they were
such masters of stone-working, they would have
failed to make serviceable weapons for combat
if they needed them. The only possible excep-
tion is found in the Solutrean period, the
implements of which may possibly have been
spear-heads. It is more probable, however,
that, as in Egypt, they were knives and scrapers,
In the Magdalenian stage, where bone har-
poons comprise the bulk of the equipment,
together with flint flakes for art and industry,
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the unwarlike habits of the food-gatherers are
patent. When it is remembered how that,
once fighting really began in Europe, in the
Bronze Age, weapons soon developed, and
hereafter took an important place in industry,
this lack of weapons is significant.

Not only does the Old Stone Age fail to
reveal any definite signs of weapons, butf the
earliest of the pre-dynastic Egyptians also
evidently were peaceful. They made maces,
which may or may not have been weapons, but
very few of them have been found in their
graves. Similarly, the first settlements at Susa
and Anau have yielded evidence that the
people were peaceful.

Are we thus to look back into & Golden Age
of peace, when violence was practically absent
from human relations? I see no other inter-
pretation of the facts. It may be admitted
that occasional violence was present, but it
certainly was not enough to cause men to make
special weapons for the purpose of fighting, as
they did later on.

When historical times in the Ancient East
are considered, it can be shown that mankind
underwent & gradual process of education in
warfare. The earliest accounts of fighting in
Egypt are those connected with the Followers
of Horus, wl;?i’ v;ﬁre, at thgf eﬁxd of th(:i pre-
dynastic peri e rulers gypt, and one
of whom founded the united kingdom and
began the Dynastic Age, thus producing & lasting
enmity between Upper and Lower Egypt. In
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those early days, the Egyptians must have been
comparatively peaceful ; fighting was sporadic,
and no standing armies existed, the rulers
relying on militias to do the fighting. It was only
in later times, when the kings had fo contend
with a powerful nobility bent on obtaining
independent power, that fighting began seriously,
and the kings started to engage men to fight
their battles.

The story of warfare is that of the increasingly
violent bebaviour of ruling groups, doubtless
stimulated by e&v: %mety of ca.use? once it
became organiz e institution c%_pemong.l

TO go closely associated in its beginnin
'mtE rhi.r[é_r? the very fact itself of posaessn%él
power and desmng more, have doubtless played
important parts in accentuating this form of
behaviour. In the case of the later warrior
aristocracies there is no doubt that these two
incentives have been potent. Fear of rivals
has also played an important part in the process ;
80, also, the army itself, once in existence, has
produced & profound effect upon all those who
have come into close touch with it.

For various reagsons mankind has educated
itself in force, and the gravest problem with
which we are faced is that of eliminating this
frame of mind, of banishing the sentiments that
8o poison human relationships. To¢ perform
this mighty task we must go back to beginnings
and trace out the process of educatmn step by
step.

Of the increasingly violent beha.vxour of man-



198 THE GROWTH OF CIVILIZATION

kind there can be no reasonable doubt. The
archaic civilization, all the world over, was
comparatively peaceful. In Egypt, in early
Sumer, in early Polynesia, in the early Maya
cities of America, there are no traces of serious
fighting, and the traditions in all these places
tell of days when all was peace and happiness.
It is later on, after the expulsion of the Hyksos
in Egypt, after the foundation of the Assyrian
Empire, after the first phase of the Maya
civilization, that signs of real warfare begin to
appear. Polynesian traditions tell of the days
when peace reigned over the Pacific, and chiefs
went thousands of miles to join in celebrations ;
they tell, also, of the days when fighting began
in earnest, and rulers stayed at home for fear
of their fellows (3). The early kings of the
Teutons, those of Sweden, were peaceful;
fighting began with the later movements (4).
Crete was peaceful from all accounts; then
came warlike Dorians who overwhelmed this
wonderful civilization. In all parts of the earth
the story is the same—that of increasing
violence. The stories of a former Golden Age
of peace and happiness, of which that in Hesiod’s
Works and Days is the best example, have a
substantial basis in fact. We must not consider
these stories from the standpoint of our historical
experience in western Europe, but must try to
remember what the conditions were in the days
when Hesiod and others wrote.

If it be true that organized violent behaviour
is really foreign to mankind, that it is a form
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of conduct that has been induced by certain
institutions, some attempt must be made to
understand how it began. It is possible to
admit that men many exhibit violent modes of
bebhaviour when greatly provoked, and yet to
realize the necessity for explaining how violent
beha.viourd ever becanﬁe systema.ti;nled. When
did men deliberately begin to do hurt to_ one
another and to organize for The purpose ?

The first instance of deliberate violent be-
haviour to which it seems possible to point is the
ritual killing of the king, which presumably
took place in early Egypt and Sumer—a custom
that still persisted till lately in the region of
the Upper Nile and elsewhere. The fertility
and prosperity of the country were supposed, in
those early days, to rest on the virility of the
king, so when he got old and infirm he was
killed, This practice did not persist long.
Evidently a way ocut was found, and, instead
of the king himself, a victim was found to take
his place. These events happened in very
early times, and the facts are still rather obscure ;
but the above is probably as near to the truth
as it is possible to get to-day from the examina-
tion of large masses of evidence (5). It is
interesting to note that with the substitution
of a subject for the king, as recounted in the
Egyptian story of the ‘‘ Destruction of Man-
kind,” there comes over the king, as exemplified
in Re, the sun-god, a subtle change of character,
and the atmosphere of the story is certainly
violent. In Sumer, when the mother goddess




200 THE GROWTH OF CIVILIZATION

was associated with the sky, which happened
in later times, she became definitely warlike.
Formerly she had been benign and peaceful.

When the archaic civilization spread about
the world it took with it the practice of human
sacrifice—not of the king, but of a slave or of
a captive of war. And, so far as the evidence
warrants, much of the warfare of these early
communities, from India to America, was
concerned with the getting of victims for human
sacrifice in connexion with agriculture, the sun-
cult, with the building of new houses or canoes,
and with the funerals of chiefs (6).

1t is possible, by comparing those native
peoples that were influenced by the archaic
civilization with the communities of the archaic
civilization itself, to realize that organized
violent behaviour is a thing that has to livein a
certain environment, and out of which it dies.
It sounds paradoxical to hear it stated that
the food-gathering communities with which
the men of the archaic civilization came into
contact only adopted violent modes of behaviour,
such as human sacrifice, cannibalism, and
organized warfare, when they had acquired
much of the culture of the archaic civilization ;
yet such is evidently the case.

This can be realized with great ease in the
case of Mexico and North America. Human
sacrifice reached a terrible intensity under the
Aztecs of Mexico, who, after their domination of
Mexico, had acquired so much of the culture
of the archaic civilization. In addition, canni-
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balism was practised, the victim being eaten
by the family of his capturer. Cannibalism
never spread far from Mexico, only certain
tribes of the Gulf of Mexico having been known
to have practised it systematically. Again,
human saerifice was only known in the United
States—the peoples of which got their culture
from Mexico—among those tribes, such as the
Iroquois and the Skidi Pawnee, whose culture
approached closest to that of the South; that
is to say, the people of the lower culture were
not very willing to adopt customs of revolting
cruelty. In one case—that of the Natchez of
Louisiana—it is said that certain members of
the ruling family migrated because they objected
to the custom of human sacrifice.  This is
similar to the story of Ui, the ancestress of -the
ruling group of Samoa, who persuaded the sun-
god of her homeland to do away with human
sacrifice.

In the East Indian Archipelago there can be
witnessed a like toning-down of warlike customs
as the cultural level drops. The peoples of that
region, with the exception of those who have
of late centuries come under the influence of
more highly civilized peoples, practise head-
hunting. They need heads for certain cere-
monial purposes, these purposes being the same
as those for which the people of the archaic
civilization required human sacrifices. In the
case of the tribes of the interior of Borneo it
can be shown that formerly the most highly
civilized of them practised human sacrifices
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for the funerals of their chiefs and other pur-
poses, But in all parts of the island the
tendency has been for human sacrifice to give
way to the less inhumane practice of head-
hunting. When a Borneo tribe requires a head
for agricultural or funeral ceremonies it forms
an expedition, which goes to some other village,
near or far. The warriors wait in ambush,
80 as to strike off the heads of the first passers-
by. If they are successful, they go away at
once without any fighting. Sometimes they
are detected, and fighting takes place, but it is
never serious. When the attackers have lost
one or two of their number, or when they have
got some heads from the enemy, they break off
and go home. Of open fighting, such as we
know of in modern times, there is none (8).

It is not possible to account for the Borneo
fighting on the basis of an innate pugnacious
tendency. Sometimes a tribe will wait for two
or three years before gefting heads. When
making their plans they may go to a village that
had taken some of their heads, but in such a
case there is hardly here any question of
emotion. Revenge it certainly is, but not of
the type that leads to violent behaviour.

There is no reasonable doubt as to the origin
of the practice. The natives have been civilized
by strangers, who have taught them agricul-
ture, and have insisted on the necessity for some
sort of human sacrifice if their crops are to grow,
for the funerals of chiefs, and so forth. This
practice has therefore become one of their
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customs, and they think it perfectly natural to
get heads for their agriculture, so much so that,
in the case of Sarawak, it was found necessary,
when head-hunting was stopped, to keep a
store of heads in a central depdt for the use of
the tribes.

The case of the Borneo head-hunters is
important in the study of the beginnings of
organized violent behaviour in different parts
of the earth, for several of the head-hunting
tribes were demonstrably peaceful food-
gatherers a few generations ago. Their warfare
consists entirely of head-hunting expeditions.
Thus it is the outcome of their acquisition of
certain institutions, which are derived, ulti-
mately, from the customs associated with the
ruling classes of the archaic civilization.

Human sacrifice has always been associated
with ruling groups, either for their funerals,
or for the ritual that they performed in con-
nexion with agriculture. When human sacrifice
is handed on, together with agriculture, to less
highly civilized peoples, it tends to die out, or
to be replaced by the sacrifice of animals, or of
offerings of fruits and flowers. Only in the case
of ruling groups closely associated with the
archaic civilization itself, the most highly
developed culture in any part of the world in
antiquity, do human sacrifice and cannibalism
flourish. This is only another instance of the
general theorem that an element of culture
only thrives in its original environment, and
tends to die out when it is transplanted. The
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peoples of the archaic civilization, or perhaps,
one should say, the ruling groups, persuaded
themselves that they had to do these dreadful
things, and that the whole fabric would dissolve
if they did not, just as in our own country it
was formerly thought necessary for men to be
hanged for stealing, in order that the State
might persist. Less sophisticated folk, who did
not understand this line of reasoning, failed to
perform human sacrifices, or, if they thought
it necessary, modified the practice and took
heads, or even went so far as to sacrifice an
animal instead. The study of buman sacrifice
is an impressive example of the influence of
institutions on human behaviour. A practice
that would unhesitatingly be put down to
“ bloodthirsty savages ” iz really the result of
a train of reasoning that took place within
highly civilized communities, so that men

ed themselves of the dreadful necessity
of teking human life for the supposed benefit
of mankind.

Aa an instance of the far-reaching effects
of violent behaviour in stirring up the passions
of men who had no part in the original quarrel,
& remarkable feature of the archaic civiliza-
tion, from one end of the world to the other,
may be mentioned. The political and social
constitution of the communities of the archaic
civilization was based on the dual organization,
each community being divided into two distinct
parts. It is found practically universally that
a hostility existed between the two moieties,
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This hostility was undoubtedly carried through-
out the world and handed on from one com-
munity {0 another.

Its ultimate effects were simply tremendous.
For, in Polynesia, and probably also in India—
in the great war of the Makabharaia—it was a
great disruptive force. The two ruling groups
fought until they smashed up the old civiliza-
tion, and thus gave rise to the migrations of
warrior  aristocracies that ensued. Even in
America the Popol Vuh, the traditional writings
of the Kiche of Guatemala, contains ample
traces of the same active hostility between
ruling groups, in this instance between the
kings of the Kiche and of Xibalba. It is
curious to think that a quarrel that presumably
began in Egypt should have been carried
throughount the world, so that communities in
New Guinea are at the present day still fighting
out the old quarrel, the cause of which is un-
known to them. Professor Seligman recounts
how the Mekeo tribes, who live in British New
Guinea, are divided into two divisions, so that
fighting always takes place between com-
munities belonging to opposite divisions, and
never between those belonging to the same
division.

This instance is peculiarly instructive, in that
it shows that a form of behaviour which would
be expected to result from accidental causes
is really determined strictly by circumstances.
To find that men are fighting on account of a
sentiment that has been transmitted to them
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opens up new vistas in the field of relationships
between communities, and serves to emphasize
atill more clearly the imperative necessity for a
thoroughgoing inquiry into the origin and
history of warfare.

The hostility of the dual organization has
another important feature. Only where the
communities had definite ruling classes was
this hostility disruptive. In other cases it
confines itself to mutual dislike, and to rivalry
in the ball game that is so widely played by
communities with the dual grouping.

Although in the earliest times in Egypt there
was no standing army, yet there was some sort
of military organization, so that heads of the
armies are found in communities throughout
the archaic civilization. These army leaders
were drawn from that side of the ruling group
that finally trinmphed in places like Polynesia.
It can be shown, in one instance at least, that
the military machine has had profound effects
on the behaviour of the community that has
come to possess it.

The Indian tribes of the United States can
be divided into two distinet groups: the
food-gatherers and the food-producers. The
food-gatherers are entirely peaceful. The food-
producers, on the other hand, indulged, prior
to the coming of Europeans, in a certain amount
of fighting. All these tribes had acquired,
ultimately, it seems, from Mexico, a military
organization, and every male child was brought
up to be & warrior, Military training was part
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of his education, so that, when adult, he was
fully prepared to manifest that form of be-
haviour if necessity should arise. Both sets
of tribes, the peaceful and the warlike, are of
the same stock, and their environments are
gsimilar ; there is thus no question of calling
in climatic or other such influences to account
for the distinction between them ; nor is there
a particle of evidence to suggest that the war-
like tribes independently invented their military
organization, which is similar from ftribe to
tribe. The only reasonable explanation of the
facts is that the adoption of the military
organization induced & violent mode of be-
haviour as part of the regular relations between
tribes,

This instance is strikingly akin to those
already cited from the works of Professor
Chadwick, where the peoples on the borders of
the Roman Empire were educated in military
matters by service in the Roman Army. Cases
such as that of Chaka, who learned military
organization from Europeans, and then applied
it to the Zulu, could also be mentioned. The
military machine is a powerful agency in the
militarization of mankind. '

Mankind’s education in violence has, it seems,
proceeded along more than one path. It has
also bad more than one consequence, Apart
from warfare, it can be shown with much
probability that the subjection of women, the
violent treatment of children—to mention only
two things-—have resulted therefrom. In
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food-gathering communities, and among many
peoples of the lower culture, women are the
equals of men, as they were in the archaic
civilization. It is to people such as the Turks
that we have to turn for the subjection of
women. Again, children are petted and spoiled
among food-gatherers and peoples of lowly
culture. We have to turn to the Old Testament,
with its atmosphere of violence, to Sparta, to
really warlike peoples, Yor robust notions as to
the proper treatment for a child. Action and
reaction go on in a society that has learned
violence, and the final result is a great accentua-
tion of this form of behaviour. Treat a child
violently, and it will react violently; it will
lock on violence as natural. Such is the
vicious circle.

How is it possible, on the hypothesis that
g{naatic continuity holds throughout the whole

civilization, to account for the vast difference
in behaviour between the rulers of the earliest
civilizations and those of the warlike peoples
who arrived so much later on the scene ? The
contrast is great, and there must be some means
of explaining it.

In the earliest civilizations the king was so
bedged round with restrictions that he had
very little power of exercising his own will
He was usually the high priest of the State, not
its secular ruler. His civil power was controlled
by a council, approximating somewhat to our
House of Lords, and all great decisions of State
were taken by this council. That is the manner
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in which, among others, the old States of
Scandinavia were ruled. The king was some-
what in the position of the Mikado of Japan—
8 figure-head, who simply performed certain
ceremonials on behalf of the community as a
whole. He had nothing whatever to do with
warfare. Leaving on one side the question of
the increasingly warlike behaviour of the
ruling groups in these old civilizations, as the
result of the influence on them of certain insti-
tutions, such as that of personal property, it
can be realized how the conditions of the
outward movements of princes in search of
kingdoms could easily work a transformation
in their attitude towards their subjects. The
difference between a king of the type of the
Mikado of Japan, who rules over a State by the
aid of a constitution derived, ultimately, from
Egypt, and kings such as ruled over the first
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms in England, is ftre-
mendous. The Anglo-Saxon king imposed him-
self on strangers as their ruler, and he had no
obligations whatever towards them. Provided
he could control his nobles, the descendants of
his followers, and could keep his rival rulers
of other States at bay, he was secure, and could
do what he liked within his kingdom, subject,
of course, to any resistance that his subjects
might in time offer to his exactions. I may
perhaps be allowed to quote here, once again,
the weighty words of Professor Chadwick, who
so well describes the form of behaviour of these
kings in his work on The Heroic dge:

14
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“ The Heroic Age, both Greek and Teutonic,
gents us with the picture of a society largely
from restraint of any kind. In the higher
ranks tribal law has ceased to maintain its
force; and its decay leaves the individual free
from obligations both to the kindred and to the
community. He may disregard the bonds of
kinship even to the extent of taking a kinsman’s
life; and he reeognizes mo aunthority beyond
that of the lord whose services he has entered.
The same freedom is exhibited in his aftitude
towards the deities.

“It is of course in princes that we find these
features most strongly developed. That which
they prize above all else is the ability to indulge
their desires to the full—in feasting and every
form of enjoyment for themselves, in unlimited
generosity to their friends, in ferocious vindic-
tiveness towards their foes. The hero of the
Odyssey, when his opportunity arrives, sets
no limit to the vengeance which he exacts,
from prince, goatherd, and maid-servant. His
story furnishes a fitting parallel to that of
Albion, whose brutal conduct brought upon him
8o swift a retribution. And it is to be remem-
bered that this Albion’s generosity was a theme
of poetry from Italy to England ” (page 462).

The behaviour of the Israelites towards the
conquered Midianites is a fitting parallel to this
account. Think, also, of the massacre of half
a million people of Merv by Genghis Khan,
and you have an idea of the frame of mind of
such men. Their situation has made them
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ferocious beyond any conception. They have
been in control all the world over of the military
machine. As Professor Chadwick says, the
old Anglo-Saxon kings of England, descended
from Odin, were warrior kings, The army
consisted of the ruling group. The agricultural
Eopula.tion played no part in the fighting, and

ad no control whatever over foreign affairs,
Warfare was an aristocratic profession: it was
le grand jeu of the old French nobility.

If the analysis carried out in the past three |

chapters be correct, then it follows that two

t tendencies are at work in civilization. On
the one hand, there is the constructive tendency,
which has caused men to discover one thing
after another, to elaborate the arts and crafts,
to open up and to strive to maintain communi-
cations between all parts of the earth, to colonize
fresh countries where desirable things were to
be found, to write books, poems, and plays,
to paint picfures, to compose music, to do the
thousand and one things that make civilization
worth while. )

At the same time, certain faults inherent in
the relationships that have arisen between men
in the course of the development of civilization
have set up social disharmonpies. The great
task of the future is to eradicate these dis-
harmonies, so far as it is possible. It may be
impossible to frame a society in which each
member lives a calm, happy, creative life. But
it has yet to be proved that this is so. The
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scientifioc study of human society has hardly
yet begun. We are still largely in the hands of
the dilettantes, and speculation holds the field.
It is only by trying to understand exactly how
civilization did develop, by taking nothing at
all for granted—not even our most cherished
beliefs and convictions—that any real advance
is posgible, If the main contention of this last
chapter i3 true—if men are really intended to
jve at peace, to mix harmoniously with their
ows—it is cur bounden duty to search
ugh the past for the causes of dissension
that divide us, so that we may be able to alter
the social institutions that work to our harm,
to eliminate the sentiments that obscure human
intercourse, and prevent us from realizing the
real pature of ourselves and of our fellow-
ereatures, and, ultimately, to build up the
Wm:mty.
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(2) Elliot Smith (Migrations of Early Culture, Man-
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(8) Perry, “ The Problem of Megalithic Monuments and
their Distribution in England and Wales,” Mem. and Proc.
Manchester Lit. and Phal. Soc., 1921,

CHAPTER V
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(6) V. Radloli, dus Sibirien, Leipzig, 1884.
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CHAPTER VII
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History of Egypt.

(8) Déchelette, op. cit.

(4) C. de Ujfalvy, Les Aryens au nord e au sud de
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CHAPTER VIII
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Cambridge, pp. 163, 314, 321.
(2) H. Bradley, The Goths, 1888.
(8) Chadwick, The Heroie Age, Cambridge, 1912, p. 877.
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Messrs. METRUEN'S PUBLICATIONS

Bartaps. A Boox or Fawmous Satws.
Al Tlustrated. Cr. 8vo, 65, met, each,
Sommerteld {Arnold). ATOMIC ST RUCTURE
AND SPECTRAL LINES. Demy Bes,

lu nsen (R. L). THE LEITERS OF
ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON, Edited
by Sir Stoney Cowvin. A New Re-
arranged Editiom in fowr wvolumes, Fourth
Edsiion. Frap. 8wo. 65, nal.

Sariem (R. 4.)—
Hawptzy Cross, 77 &L mal.  Mn.
Sronce's SeorTine Toum, 7o 6. meb.
ASKE Mawsa: or, The Richest Commoner

Jomnocus's

Hawsuck Gmme:. or,
Adventures of Thomas Scott,

net. PLaiy ox Ringrxrs? 7:521 ad,
Hriotwcoon Harr,

75, 6d. net
'l'atchetl {Frank). THE HAPPY TRAVEL-
Ry A Heox ror Poor Mum. Thied

Tiden (W. T.. THE ART OF LAWN
Fiph  Editien,

EENSNIS lllus?.rabed.

. 3wy,

Tllesion lll]' W) DAILY STRENGTH
FOR AILY NEEDS, -cnty
Edition, Medium 16mo. 6d. wet.

“‘g‘t’"‘“‘m tglEv;Ib'n) et TICISM. L o A

y e Nature ani evelopm
Man's  Spirityal Tonih

Editiom. Demy Bvo,
THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT AND THB

EF&W OF 'I‘O-DAY. Fifth  Edition.
Yardon (Hurr) HOW TO PLAY GOLP.
qustnted. Eighizenth Edition. Cr. Beo.
Wuu (G W.). NEW TESTAMENT
HISTORY. 8ro. 185 ndt.

OLD TESTAME HISl'ORY Ninth

Edition. Cr. Beo. 73. 6d,
Wayne {Phlp), A CHILD'S BOOK OF
Y CS. Second  Edition.  Frap, Swo,

Wﬂu’hwu (ENzabetd). A LTTTLE BOOK
OF LIFE AND DEATH Tmym-‘
Ediiion. Small Poit &

Wcﬁl{m {A). THE ORIGIN OP CON-

AND OCEANS. Demy

Wclls {J ). A BSBHORT HISTORY OF
gO\l ighigenth Edition. With 3 Mapa
7. Svo. s

Wilde (Ou-ar) T!-rB WORKS OF OSCAR
WILDE. Fcap, Eack bs. Gd. mal.

1. Lexp Ax-rnun Saviiz’s CriMx amD
Tax Pozmearr o Ma. W. H. . Tus
Ducsess or Papua, 1 Pomxus. 1v.
Lapy Wivpxeruire's Fan. v. A Woaas
or No Iuporrtancx. vi. AW Ipau Hos-
saxp. vir. Tex lurorTANCE OF Bxmro
Earwzsr. v A Housz orf FPoux-
GRAMATES. IX, K Dz Pao-
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sympis Ao Prisow Lyvrams. x1. Bs-
faY8., L SaLons, A FLORENTINE
TeacEDY, wnd B4 SAINIE COURTIAANE.

AN
!u?u {W, )B.].

xv. ART ARD Dacomamion, Ivi. Fom
Love or Tue King: A Burmese Masque

{
. A BOOK OF IRISH VERSE,

Mavor anp MaworiaL Rucorps. T

xir A Crimic o Par Mawr. xiv,
SEizcTaDp FProsE oF Oscak Wupk.! Fowrth Editim. Cr. Svo. 73 st
PArT 11.—A SELECTION OF SERIES
The Antiquary’s Books
Demy 8vo.  10s. 64. net cack volume, With Numerous Illustrations
Amcienr Puxtep Grass 1 ENGLAWD.
AmcumoLocy AND Farse ArmiguiTias. MepiBvar Hosprtazs or

Tux Brus or Encranp, THs DBrasses
OF ENGLAND, THR CASTLES AND WALLED
Towns or ENcranp., Ciizic AT W
PacAN anp CamistiaN Tiwgs, CrumchH-
WARDENS' Accounts. Taz Douzspay
Inguest. EnciLisH CHurcH FURNITURE.
Excrisn  CosTuyux. Enciisu MoNastic
Livx, Encrise Sears. Foux-Loax as
AN Historicas SciencE. THE GUILDS AND
Couranizs or Loxpod, Tnx Higuirs
AND ANcHORITES ©F Ewcanp. Tus

ENGLAND.
Owp EwgLise InsTRUMENTS oF Mumic
Ouwn Enguise Lisparizs. OLp Sgrvica
Books or 188 EncLisa CuurcH. Parisa
Liex 18 Meprevar Ewcranp. Tz
Parisi  REGiSTERs oF ERGLaAND, Rz-
MAING OF THE PREAISTORIC ACE IN ENg-
1anp. The Rowax Era M BritaIn
RouANO-BriTisH BUILDINGS AND EarTH-
works, THE RovaL Foxests or LEng-
LAND. Tuk 5cHooLs or MxpiEvan ENe
LAKD, SumINEs oF Brimisy Sainrts.

The Arden Shakespeare
General Editor, R. H. CASE

Demy 8vo,

6s. nel eack volumse

An edition of Shakespeare in Single Plays; each edited with a full Intro-
duction, Textual Notes, and a Commentary at the foot of the page.

he Arden Shakespears bas pow been compieted by thg publicatioa of MUCH ADOQ
ABOUT NUTHING, Edited by Guace R. Trawxiy.

Classics of Art
Edited by Dr. J. H. W. LAING
With wumerous Ilusirations. Wide Royal 8oo

fex Art or THE GeeExs, 213, nd. THE
ART oF THx RoMans, 165. nd, CHARDIN,
135. mel. DonatiLio, 168 nd, Flores-
TINE  ScULPTORS, 2I5. ne. GRORGE
RoMuzy, 142, mel,  GRIRLANDAIO, 153, net.
LAWRENCE, 338 wef. MICHELANCRLO, 21

ned, RAPHARL, 15+ nel. REsprANDTS
PAINTINGS, 635, md. Rumxns, jos. nd
TiINToRETTO, Kbs. mel. TITIAN, 169, met
TusyEr's SKETCHES AND  DRawiNes,
158 Mol VELASQURZ, I35 med,

The * Complete ™ Series
Fully Iliustraled, Demy Buvo

Tue Courrsre Amumax, 162 s Taz
CouPLRTE ATHLETIC TRAINER, 104, Gd.
wel, Tex CouriEre Biiiiarp PravEr,
308, 6d. not. TuE ComrLETE CoGK, ToF, Gd.
#ef. Taux ComrLETy FOoxnuxtER, 168, mel
Tax Cowrizre GoLrim, 125, G6d. ma,
Tug Courixrs Hockay Pravee, 108, ﬁd-
nd. TEz Cousists Horszmaw
naf, Tum CourLzrx JUJITSCAN, (dr
ss, ne, Tux CowrLETE Laww Tu-u

PLaYER, 128 64 weh Teax Cowrnera
MotorlaT, 108, Gl nef. Tux ComrLETE
MouNTAINERR, 185, nek THE ComrLETE
QarSMAN, 138, weh Tux Comrizme
PHOTOGRAFHER, 123. 6d. net, Tre CourLETR
Rucey FOOTBALLER, ON THE Niw ZEka-
LAND Systas, 325 6d. me. Tuz Com
rLETE SHor, 165, s, Tux CowrLETR
SwinMER, 108, 6. sk Tux Comrizm
YacursMan, 154 mek
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The Connolsseur’s
Witk mumerous Ilusirations, Wids Royal 8vo. [1, 113. 6d. nat sach voluma

Ewoarss p Boorn Rrcamwea |  Ivomazs. JxwELLanY. MuzzoTINTE,
Bumorzax Ewamzis. Fors  Booxs, | Mouarowes Pomcauant, Stais. 'Wooo

Health Serles
Feap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. nat

Twe Bavr. Tae Cax® or ™ax Bony, Tux| Lowa. Tux PeEvEmtion OF THR Conson
Cave or Tux Texta, Tux Hves or ove| Cotp. Stavine vax PriouR. Tamoar
Cwmroren. Hepaimdh 308 tuk MIDDLE- | Anb Bax Tmovsizs, Tuescuiosis. Tus

\Aczp, Tex Hratra or 4 Wouaw. Tem Hzarrs oF TE CHILD, 35, nal,
or Tas S«m, How vo Live

- The Library of Devotion
Handy Editions of the great Devctional Books, well edited
With Introductions and (where necessary) Notes
Small Pott Boo, cloth, 35, nel and 33, 64, ned

Little Books on Art
Witk many Ilustrations. Demy 16mo. s¢. nef sach volums
Each volume consists of about 200 pages, and contains from 30 to 40
Tlustrations, including a Frontispiece in Photogravure

Aimaxcer Dizgm. TR AxTs OF Jaraw, anv Bovcrmer. Housmmn. JLLOMINATED
Booxriates. Borricziil Buews-Jonsa Mavvscarrrs. Jxweiisey. Joew Hor
CIR]"I'II

The Litlle Guides
With many Illustrations by E. H. Nzw and other artists, and from
photographs
Small Pott 8vo. 4s. wet to 75, 6d. nst
Guides to the English and Welsh Counties, and some well-known districts.
The maff features of these Guidea are (1) a handy and charming form ;
(4} illuatrations from photographs and by well-known artists; (3) good
plans and maps ; (4) an adeqguate but com presentation of everything
that is jnteresting in the patural features, . archzology, and archi-
' tecture of the town or district treated,

‘ Plays
Feap. 8vo, 3s. 6d. ned
Mnzwroxzs, Amold Benneit and Edward ] Tur Gaxar Anvewroes. Arnold Bannett.
Ivzar. Hussanwn, Ax, OtutWilh. Ading Gu.nu. 'Pon J. H. Harad Tary
Editiom. : Secomd Edivion. :

Kmuzr. Bdward Kooblock, Fourtk Edsion, | Tax Howgrwoos. Arsold Bennett. Thind
Waas Cams, Tus. George Ploydell. Edision,
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7
Sport Serles
Tlustrated. Feap. 8vo
AL Apour Fuving, 1. md. Arixe|  Do's anp Dont's, 2564 met, Lawx Tesmrs

Sex-1w@ ar AL HereRTs aAwp Smasgws,
58, ne. SktNg  rom BrciNwERs, ss.
nd. Gorr Do's anp Dorr's, as. ne.

ce Curs vo Goon Gour, 2. met.
NSFIRED Goir, gv. 6d. ma. Driving,
APPROACHING, i’n-rrmo. 23, nd. Gorr
Crums axvo How 10 Usx Taxn, as.mef. Thz
SEcrET OF GoLF POR OCCARIONAL PLAYERS,
as. net. THE GOLMING SwiING, a3, 6d, #net.

Gorr Rurzs anp Dxcisions. 35, 6d. nel.
Laww Tewwis, 21, 64, net.  Lawn Tewnis

POR YOUNG PLavERs, 28 &b nz. Laww
Tewws wom Cuus Pravees, 25, 64, met,
Lawn  Tzwmis ror MATCE  PLAYERS,
as. 64, met. Hockey, 45. we. How 10
Swiw, 25. nd. Pontine, 33 64 ned.
SxATING, 33. M. WRESTLING, 24 nd
THe TECHNIQUE ©F Lawn TEnnis, 23, 6d.
nel. Tux Lawy Tewas UMPIRE, 25, 6d. nel.
MoTtor Do's anp Dont’s, 23 64 web
MaH Jorc Do's AND DoNT'S, 2¢. nef. Apc-
1108 BrupcE Do's ano Dont's. 35, mel.

Methgen's Haif-Crown Library
Crown 8vo,
Cheap Editions of Popular Books
Wrils for a Complete List

Methuen’s Two-Shilling Library

Feap.

Svo,

Writs for a Complete List

ParT III.—A SELECTION

Bemastt (Armold)—
CrLayeancER, 8s. mef. Hnpa Lesswavs.
Bs. 64, me. Tamst Twain. Tue Camb,
Tax Rxcent: A Five Towns Story of
Adventure in London. Txs Prick oF
Love. BPBurmp Auve. A MaN FrOM
e Noets. Wior GOD HAaTe JOINED.
A Grmar Mad: A Frolic. Mr. Pronack.
All 75, 6d. nd. Tur Mavapom oF THE
Fmingham (Goorgs A)—

Bl m {
SeanisH  Gotp, Tux Smarcr  Partr.
Tux Dap Tiuxs. Ue, TRE Fepurs. THE
LostLawyze, THE GREAT-GRANDMOTHRE,
Founp  Monzvy. Al 73, od. na,
Ixisuxeny, B3, 6d. nel

Brandon (Jnim uLG.)—Tn Bre Heamrr, Cr.

Burrougis (Mu'm Rio)—

urrong
Tarzan or THE Arxs, &1 no. The
Retuyrn or TArzZaN, 65 n#f, Tt Brasms
or Tarzan, Gs, nd. Tat Sox opr Tarzan,
6s. ned. Juscre Tarms or Tarzaw, 6
nef. Tarzaw anD ToX JEwrrs or OPAR,
65, met.  TARZAN THE UNTAMED, 73, 6d. nel.
TARIAN AND THE GOLDEW Liow, 38, 64, nef.

A Princess o Mags, 65, net, Tum Goos :
WARLORD OF :
Maxs, 6s. ad. Tavvia, MaD oF Mans,
&8, met,  Tarzaw Tux TEIRRIBLE, 23, 6d. ned, |

vcxxr, 64. nt, THE Maw wrraout !
A Sour, 6s.mel, Tur Cusssugn or Mazs,!

or Mars, 65, net. Taez

Taz M

OF WORKS OF FICTION

6s. nd, Ar TEHE EARTR'S Conm, Gi. mef.
PELLUCIDAR, 73. 6d. nef. TuR Gy rroM
HorLrwoob, 3. 6d. net.

Conrad (Joseph)—
A SxT or Six, 75. 64. net, Vicrorr!: An
Island Tale. THm SzceET Ackar: A
Simple Tale. Unpzk Wastgsn Erms
Craance, Al ot net.

Corelll (Marfe)—
A Rowance gr Two Wonrpda, 75, 64 nel.
Venpxrta: or, The Stocy of One For-
mn. 7s. 6d. net. THeLma @ A Norwegian
incess, 7s, 6d, ad. Amoath: The Story
of a Dead Self, 7¢. 64. net. TaR S0 oF
Lavrmi, 7s. 6d. ndd. WormwooD : A Drama
of Paris, 73, 6d. nes, Barassas: A Dreamn of
the World's Tragedy, 75, 64. nel. Tux Son-
ROWS OF SATAN, 75. Gd. wet. TRE MastER-
CHRISTIAN, 73, 6d. nel.  TEMrPorAL Power @
A Study in Supremacy, 6s. ne. Goo's
Goop Max: A Simple Story, 7s. 6d,
wel. Houy Oroxas: The Tragedy of &
Quiet Life, 8s. 64. net. Tum Micnry Ao,
7¢, 64, mef, Boy: A Sketch, 73, 6d. nel.
Camzos, 65. nel. Tax Lirx Everrasting.
8s. 6d. met. Tux Love or Lowa Aco, ann
Otner Stopixs, 7s, 6d. mel.  Inwocarr,
5. 6. md. THE SEcRRT Powzk: A
Romance of the Tim¢, 6. nel,  Love—ann
TR PHILCAOPHER S A Study in Sentiment,
6s. na.
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Hishens (Roberi)—
Favix : Three Years In a Life, 71, 6 st
Tazs Wouman wiTi THR Fan, 75, 6d, meh
'THR GARDEN OF ALLAH, 8% nd. Tax
CaiL of te: Blioon, 8. 6d. nd THx
DwiLLzr oN TR Trazsmorp, 75, 6d.
ad. Tur Way or Aummion, 75 Gd. wel
In TrE WiLngankss, 7s. 6d, el ArTER
fuE VEADICY, 74 64 ms,

Il? {Anthony)—

Cuange or At A MarN or Maxk
Srwon Daix, Tar Kinc's MIrrOR.
Tee Dowy Duiocuzs. Mrs. Maxow
ProresTs. A Youwa Maw's Yram
Bravsaroy Homs yROM THS Wags.
All 75, 6d. net.

Jaoele (W. W j—

MaNy Caccors, ss, net.  Sza Uscriws, 5e.

set and 30 6. net. A MasTER OF CRAFT,
6s. met. Licut FREIGHTS, 63 nsl, THE
SxIFPER'S WOODNG, 3s. m#f. AT Sum-
wick Porr, 51, meh. Dmuswu Lans,
55, net. Ooo Caarr, s5. nel. Tus LaDy
or Tt Barcx, SaLruavin, 63
nel.  SalLows’ lé:ton. 5%, ne. SHoRT
Cruroxs, 65 nd.

K»ox (R. A)}—
Memories or Tae Furomx., 75, &d. nel.
Sanctions: A Fuvorrry., 75 6d mef.

London (Jack) ~WHITE FANG. Noncioenth
Edition. Cr. Boo. 75, Gd. nats

Lypess (E V.)p—
Lxstaxgw's Lume : Ap Oblique Narration,
6s, net. OveR Brugrron's: An Easy-
going Chronicle, 6s. mef. MR. INGLESIDE,
66. nel. Loxpon LavEnpER, 6s, nel,
Lanpuarxs, 65, wel. Ten Vaamiion
Box, 61, A, VERENA N THE Mipst,
85 6d. nal. Rosz awp Ross, 61 wa.
GEnzvra's Moxxy, 78, 6‘. nel, “ADVISORY
Ban, 75, 6d. net.

MeKonns (Staphen)—
Soxia: Bewween Two Worlds, 8s, e,
NingpTv-51x Houvms' Lmave, 75 64 ndd
Tus Sixtd SENsx, Gs. we, i(mu & Sox,
B2, mzh

Halst (Lucas)—
Tux Histony oF St RICHARD CALMADY :
A Fomaoce, 108. ad. Tas Cazismiaa.

Tagk Garzizss BareiEe. DrapEim
Hamp. A% 72 61 nd. Taz Waiczs or
Sin. 8s. met. Coronzt Exozaey's Wirk,
7. 6d. nat,
Mason (A, B W.). CLEMENTINA,
Llustrated. Ninth Edition. 3. . nef.
Mine {A. A}—

Tux Dav's Pray. Taz Hovripay Rounn,
Oncg o Waex, AH 73, 6d. ne, Trm
Surny SipE. 63. sef. Tuz Ren Houss
Myszzry, 63, ned

Oxenham (John)—
Tux Quust op 1z GoLpax Ross. Mary
ALL-ALONE. 74 6d. nel,

Parker {Glibart)—
The TRANSLATION OF A Savagz. Wazn
VALMOND caME 70 PoxTiac 1 The Story of

a Lost Napoleon. AN ADVENTURER OF THE
NORTH ; e Last Adventures of * Pretty
Pierre.” Tak SkaTs oF THe MiGury, Thm

BATTLE OF THE STRONG ! A Romance of Two

Kingdoms. Tex TrAIL or THE Swolo.

Noktuemy LicHTa, Al 75 6d na.
Phillpotta {Eden)—

CniLprEn or TRE Misr. Tax Rnn.

Tue Humax Boy axp max Was, A8

73, 6d. ned.

Rokmer (§ax)
Tnz GoLpEx Scorriow, 7s5. 64, nd. Tus
Devi. Docrok. Tur Mysrzmy or De
Fu-Mavcuv., Tax Yruow CLaw. AR
3%, 6d. nel.

Swinnerton (F.), Srors awn Hovszs.
SepreMexx. THE  Harpy Faumnuy, On
THe STaigcase. CogueTre, TuE CAaste
Wire. THE TorEe Lovirs. AN 7s. 6d.
net, Tux Mezry Hzart, Thx CASEMENT.
Tux Yourna [pma. AR 65 na.

Welk {H. G.). BEALBY. Fourih Edifion.
Cr. 8vo, 75, &l net,

Wiktamsaon (C. N. and A, M.)—
Tur LIGHTNING CONDUGTOR &
Adventures of a Motor-Car. Lapy Berry
ACROSS THE WatTErR. It HarPENED 11X
Ecyrr. Thx Spor Gie. My FriEnD
Taue Cuaureeur, Sgr IN Siver. Tus
Great Puary Sacrar. AH 75, 6d wal

‘The Strange

Crucinx CoRNER. G5 mek

Methuen’s Half-Crown Novels
Crown Svo.
Cheap Editions of many of the most Popular Novels of the day
Write for a Complete List

Methuen's Two-Shilling Novels
Feap. Bva,
Write for Complets Lin



