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PREFACE

N writing this book I have had a very humble aim.
Much information as to elementary education is
floating about, but it is often rather out of reach;

it is to be found in official documents, various periodicals,
and people’s memories; my endeavour has been to
embody some of it in a convenient and semi-permanent
form.

The Blue-books contain a great deal of interesting
matter, but they seldom find their way into non-official
hands. They can, of course, be ordered through any
bookseller, but booksellers do not keep them on sale,
and the public are unfamiliar with them, The blue
covers soon wear out, and all Blue-books, except the very
smallest, are apt to come unsewn, and break in two.
The compilers generally write for experts, so far as they
can be said to write for anybody except themselves.
They do not begin at the beginning of anything, so to
speak, but take for granted much that the ordinary
reader does not know, and consequently they puzzle
him. They are dull, because they have to write in the
official language, and with official caution and reticence.
They cannot pass judgment on persons with whom their
Department has relations, or utter opinions on any point
the Department regards as controversial. Lastly, the
Blue-book is apt to be indigestible, because it contains,
along with matter of public interest, a great deal which
is printed merely for administrative purposes. The
annual volumes of the old Education Department used
to exhibit glaring examples of this fault.

Writers in educational periodicals, also, provide for
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iv PREFACE

persons engaged in educational work, and take a great
deal of knowledge for granted. They are not restricted,
as the Blue-book writers are, by official conventions ; but,
on the other hand, they are sometimes too much of
partisans to be safe guides. Vhat is worse, their
productions are necessarily scrappy, and even more
transitory than the Blue-book ; for the newspaper file,
whether bound or loose, repels the most ardent seeker
after knowledge.

My object is to describe, in as few and simple words
as possible, the English elementary schools of to-day and
yesterday, the regulations under which they work, and
some of the considerations which influence those who
conduct them. My treatment may be dull, but the
subject is interesting, and I shall not have written in
vain if this book will provoke some more competent
person to write a better one.

In preparing what is something between a history
and a guide-book on such a subject as elementary educa-
tion, the main difficulty lies in securing accuracy, whilst
avoiding useless statistics and useless references to Acts
of Parliament and official regulations. Statistics and
quotations from the Acts and regulations could be
multiplied to any extent, but they would make the text
unreadable, and I have omitted them almost entirely.
At the same time, for the benefit of any person who may
wish to verify my statements or embark on educational
administration, 1 have supplied an Appendix, contain-
ing a list of the more important Education Acts, and
certain other pieces of information.

I do not hesitate to use the first person singular in
describing what I have actually seen and heard. Any
honest person may be a useful witness, if circumstances
permit,and I, through no merit of my own, have witnessed
a great deal. On the recognised principle that a witness
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must give his name and address, [ supply the following
information about my own experience, which goes back
as far as 1880. After being assistant inspector in two
or three different places, I have worked successively in
Durham, London, Cambridgeshire, and Kent, and have,
as what is called a divisional inspector, seen a good deal
of the eastern and south-eastern counties generally.
Also, I have acted for some years as an inspector of
training colleges, and at two different periods as an
assistant secretary of the Board of Education.

This book is concerned with England only. So far
as education is concerned, Ireland and Scotland are
absolutely separate countries. The Isle of Man and the
Channel Isles are also separate countries, though they
have relations with the English Board of Education.
The Welsh system, it may be explained, is administered
from the same headquarters as the English, but Welsh
conditions are different from our own. [ have no first-
hand knowledge of them, and 1 only refer to them

incidentally.
A. W, N,
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