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PREFACHKE.

—_—

Tee Six Lectures which follow were designed as
an introduction to a considerably longer Course, of
which the object was to point out the importance,
in juridical enquiries, of increased attention to the
phenomena of usage and legal thought which are
observable in the East. The writer had not intended
to print these Lectures at present; but it appeared
to a part of his audience that their publication might
possibly help to connect two special sets of investi-
gations, each of which possesses great interest, but
is apparently conducted in ignorance of its bearing
on the other. The fragmentary character of the work
must be pleaded in excuse for the non-performance
of some promises which are given in the text, and
for some digressions which, with reference to the
main subject of discussion, may appear to be of un-
reasonable length.

The eminent German writers whose conclusions
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are briefly summarised in the Third and Fifth
Lectures are comparatively little known in England,
and a list of their principal works is given in the
Second Appendix. For such knowledge of Indian
phenomena as he possesses the writer is much in-
debted to the conversation of Lord Lawrence, whose
capacity for the political direction of the natives of
India was acquired by patient study of their ideas
and usages during his early career. The principal
statements made in the text concerning the Indian
Village Communities, have been submitted to Mr.
George Campbell, now Lieut.-Governor of Bengal,
who has been good enough to say that they coincide
in the main with the results of his own experience
and observation, which have been very extensive.
No general assertions are likely to be true without
large qualification of a country so vast as India,
but every effort has been made to control the state-
ments of each informant by those of others.

Some matter has been introduced into the Lectures
which, for want of time, was omitted at their de-

- livery.

February 1871.
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