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PREFACE.

MR. Maurice Evans claims as his qualification for dealing
in this book with the relations between Black and White
in South Africa his keen interest in the subject. Those
who, like myself, have had the opportunity of talking
over with him some of the difficult problems involved,
will certainly allow him this qualification. His readers
will also soon attribute to him that sympathy with the
natives, both Christian and under tribal law, as well as
with his fellow colonials, which is essential 40 any real
understanding of the relations between the two peoples,
and they will at the same time appreciate the value of
his knowledge so evidently derived from much careful
study and from considerable personal experience.

I should like to think that among those readers will
be a large proportion of the thoughtful men of South
Africa on whose action in Parliament and on Provincial
and M#hicipal Councils or on whose influence on their
fellow citizens, exerted through the press or the lecture
room, the treatment of the native question in the future
mainly depends. The book should be read also by that
important section of earnest people in this country and
their representatives in the House of Commons who
claim to sympathize with all natives on the grounds of a
broad humanity of feeling which the perusal will help
them to believe is shared by many of their fellow
countrymen in South Africa. For those concerned in
the government of natives elsewhere in the great black
continent and in the countries to which Africans have
been transplanted the volume contains much that is use-
fully suggestive,

The black races of Africa have in the last few hundred
years had opportunities of development on various lines.

il
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In the central parts it is only comparatively recently that
this has been affected from outside. To the north they
have been subjected to the Mohammedan influence of
the Arabs. The descendants of the negroes who crossed
the Atlantic as slaves have now behind them many
generations of life in contact with a Christian civilization.
Those who to-day rule in Hayti and Liberia, after re-
ceiving the impulse of that civilization, have been largely
left to themselves in their subsequent development.
The governments of the European West African colonies
have through the greater period of their existence been
endeavouring to train the natives on European lines—to
make them competent in agriculture and trade, in crafts
and professions—with no fear of their competition with
the ruling race which in the tropics can administer but
cannot colonize. In Africa south of the tropics where
the European thrives the effect of the development of
the native on his social and other relations with the
white man has constantly been kept in view by the
governments concerned and has led, at any rate in some
cases, to that development being checked rather than
encouraged.

The directions in which under these varying con-
ditions the native has advanced most satisfactorily from
the point of view both of his own happiness and of the
welfare of the white man with whom he has been as-
sociated and the means to adopt further to impel him in
these directions are subjects of study requiring the closest
attention of the white races interested and of the countries
responsible—of the United States, of Great Britain,
@ermany, France, and Portugal. To secure that the
experience of each governing nation should become
available to the others in the form most convenient for
comparison and most likely to lead to definite conclusions
I at one time suggested that the relations between the
races should be studied by an international commission
and 1 still believe that an investigation of this nature
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should be undertaken. In the meantime the publication
by individual students of monographs on special aspects
tf the subject help greatly its general consideration by
the ideas they suggest and the discussions to which they
give rise.

The underlying idea of the present work is that there
are essential mental and spiritual, as there are obvious
physical, differences between the Abantu and the Euro-
pean, and that it will be more advantageous to both races
if the natives are consciously developed on lines in-
dicated by a study of their characteristics than on the
assumption that their intelligences and natures are those
of white men. To this idea there will probably be
general assent.  Most people will also agree that
while the white man must decide the broad principles
on which the native is to be ruled, the latter must be
protected against being governed in the interests of the
constituents of a white Parliament. Few will dissent
from the view that the native should be trained up to a
generous measure of local sell-government. Mr. Evans
makes it clear that his opinion that this self government
should never include participation in the government of
the white man is not held by the majority in the Cape
Colony province. He knows also that it is not accept-
able to the more advanced supporters in this country
of native rights. On the other hand, the permanent
allotment to the natives of the areas now reserved for
them and the addition to those areas of the land their
expansion will require in the near future, involved by Mr.
Evans' great principles of race separation, are contrary
to the general land policy of Natal and the provinces
north of the Orange and Vaal nivers, In formulating
his scheme he has therefore not hesitated to diverge
from the paths of those who look upon the problem
either from the too close standpoint of a much-affected
colonist or from the too remote one of a distant sym-
pathizer with native aspirations. As to the future govern-
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ment of native areas he appears to accept the broad
principles embodied in the schedule to the South Afr-ica
Act of Union which provides for the ultimate inclusion
in the Union of Swaziland, Basutoland and Bechuana-
land, while as to details he has naturally a strong lean-
ing towards the recommendations of the Natal Native
Affairs Commission of 1907 of which he was so use-
ful a member and towards the Act of the Natal Par-
liament framed on those recommendations. He would
further educate the natives freely and give missionary
effort full scope, always provided that the mass of the
Abantu are kept in separate areas from the bulk of the
Europeans so that the advancement of the former may
not operate towards their closer association with the
latter. As regards this plan of segregation, carried as
far as practical conditions of life will allow and constantly
more completely applied, the opinions of readers will
doubtless differ. For my part, ] find it difficult to get
away from the author's fears that contact between the
races at an increasing number of points would lead not
only to miscegenation which between persons widely
differing in origin produces a weak progeny, but also
to degeneration in the white community due to the put-
ting aside of all physical labour, and bitterness in the
Abantu who by restriction to that labour would be per-
manently maintained in a semi-servile position.

Towards the unfortunate results of miscegenation
the author would be wholly generous, and, while he
would rigorously prevent the Indian population of South
East Africa being added to from outside, he would recog-
nize the rights of that population to enjoy the full fruits
of their industry directed into channels most beneficial
to the whole community.

The beok attempts to come to grips with the diffi-
cultics of a vastly important subject. It has a high pur-
pose and | wish it a great effect.

MATTHEW NATHAN,



INTRODUCTION.

Sowme four years ago, just after the native rebellion in
Natal of 1906, I took my courage in both hands and
ventured to write a pamphlet dealing with the native
problem in Natal, for the consideration of my fellow
colonists.

At that time the people of the colony were roused to
a consideration of the native question by the unfortunate
happenings of the time, and this interest resulted in the
appointment by Government of the Natal Native Com-
mission of 1906-7, of which Commission [ had the honour
to be a member. It was presided over by the Hon.
H. C. Campbell, then Judge President of the Native High
Court, and the members included representatives of both
the European races of South Africa, colonists born in
South Africa, intimately acquainted with the natives, and
speaking their language; and one at least of whom,
Colonel H. E. Rawson, R.E,, C.B., might be regarded as
representing the Imperial view of the question.

The Commission travelled all over Natal and Zulu-
land, even to the inner recesses of the land, and took
the evidence of 301 Europeans and go6 natives, either
personally or by delegation. So highly did the natives
appreciate the opportunities afforded them of expressing
their views, that at least §500, including chiefs and head-
men, Christian natives, some of whom were exempted
from native law, attended, and, on the whole, spoke, as
they were invited to do, with remarkable freedom. It is
believed that no similar local inquiry has collected such

X1
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a mass of carefully prepared evidence, all of which was
noted and abridged by a highly qualified officer, and
thereafter returned to many of the witnesses for revision
and signature.

The Report, which was signed by all the members of
the Commission, was of the most outspoken character,
neither evading nor condoning the actions of the past,
made a considerable impression on the people of the
colony, and attracted a good deal of attention in other
parts of South Africa, and even in Britain,

The attention thus directed to the question led the
Government of the day to introduce into Parliament the
Native Administration Act of 1909, under the provisions
of which, as recommended in the Report of the Com-
mission, a Permanent Secretary of Native Affairs wa-
appointed, together with four District Native Commis-
sioners subordinate to him, and the establishment of a
Native Council consisting of the four District Commis-
sioners and four non-official members. The duties of
the District Commissioners were to act as fathers and
advisers to the peaple, accessible to them at all times, to
guide and encourage them in effort likely to be for their
true advancement ; the functions of the Native Council
were to revise all existing legislation and regulations
affecting the natives, to consider the existing taxation
measures, to advise Government in all matters calculated
to lead to their betterment, and especially to consider
and report upen all proposed legislation, such report to
be laid on the table of the louse before it was considered
by Parliament.

The freedom and fearlessness with which the Com-
mission criticized the past action and inaction of the
Government, the open manner in which they admitted
the grievances of the natives and allocated blame, have
been freely used by many who were no friends of the
colonists to formulate and support charges of harshness
against the Kuropeans of Natal, and maladministration
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and lack of consideration on the part of the Government,
and this has caused pain to many of us who know both
sides of the question.

One such occasion was the visit of Mr. Keir Hardie,
M.P., to Natal, when in the presence of the writer and
others he made such accusations against the colonists,
based upon the conclusions of the Report, as made it
necessary to point out how littie he knew of the inward-
ness of the question with its complexities and difficulties,
and whilst those who were faced with it in their daily
lives did not resent, nay welcomed, fair criticism, some
measure of sympathy was due to them from those of our
own race who were free from the immediate stress and
strain of the burden.

These people do not realize the arduous and intricate
problem which lies before the people of South Africa in
dealing with the native races of the sub-continent; they
will not understand, and it almost, at times, seems as if
they did not want to understand, that though there have
been faults both of omission and commission in the past,
there has also been, on the part of many South African
colonists, a full realization of their heavy responsibilities
to the natives, and a willing desire, if they could only get
a clear lead, to shoulder those responsibilities however
onerous ; to earnestly take up the white man’s burden.

And in particular, they do not know the kindly
relations existing in all parts of the colony between
hundreds, nay thousands, of Europeans and their native
neighbours or dependants, relations fully recognized by
the native, and shown by his readiness to come to his
European friend for help and guidance in his difficulties.

Surely it should count to the colony for righteous-
ness that seven men should sign a document, telling the
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, hiding
nothing, extenuating nothing, even though it meant a
striking and torcible indictinent of their methods in the
past.
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And it should be remembered that the people of
Natal, instead of denying the allegations of the Commis-
sion, or trying to refute their conclusions, unpalatable as
they must have been, accepted them, perhaps with some
humiliation, but set themselves to put things right and
make a fresh start. Let our critics remember also these
things, and give us credit for our attempts to work out,
in the interests of both races, the difficult—perhaps in-
soluble—problem we are called upon to face. They
reserve all their sympathy for the black man. We, too,
have sympathy for him, but a sympathy we are striving
to fit in with reason by acquiring knowledge, and by
hard and close thinking, while theirs, too often, is
sympathy lacking reason and without knowledge—pure
sentimentalism.

Now again I take my courage in my hands, and at
this time, the beginning of the Union of South Africa,
endeavour to put this, our problem, as it appears to me,
and try to speak to a wider audience than before, for
though of more immediate concern to us who dwell in
this land amongst an overwhelming mass of black men,
the question is of Impertal, nay world-wide importance
and significance,

For this reason it is that I have entered into details
which may seem almost puerile to my fellow colonists,
such as a description of the country and the natural sur-
roundings of the Abantu. But I wished, if possible, to
bring a picture of our environment and that of the native
before the mind's eye of those who had never been in the
country; to make the picture complete.

Life and the conditions surrounding it are ever
changing, and we so easily forget what was once so
obvious and apparent a decade, a quarter of a century
ago. What would not we give now for a contemporary
picture, consciously drawn, giving an observant man's
idea of the life of black and white forty years ago, their
inter-relations at that time, and his views of the future ?
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I hope so to set down my observations and the deduc-
tions therefrom that they may serve for comparison in
years to come as a picture of the actual position of affairs
in this the first year of South African Union.

And I want to remember that the problem is not only
how we are to govern and meet all our abligations to the
black man, but how, in the face of our tangled environ-
ment, we are to do justice to those of our own race,
especially those who are to take up the burden when we
are gone. [ want to try and find out what effect the
contact of black and white is going to have, not only on
the black man, but on those of our own race in South
East Africa, to forecast, if it be possible, the dangers of
such contact, and forecasting, endeavour so to rule our
lives as to prevent or minimize the dangers which un-
doubtedly lie before us.

Some seven years ago I had the privilege of visiting
New Zealand, and travelled through the length and
breadth of the land. 1 was much impressed with what I
saw there. The beauty and the fertility of the land, its
freedom from the pests so common here, the universal
economic well-being of the people, the ecase with which
they could make social and legislative experiments as
practically one people, with common aims and ideals, all
struck me forcibly.

For some time after landing I could not help con-
trasting their lot with that of their fellow-countrymen in
this land, in that they were free from this our great prob-
lem, and could set themselves to the development of the
country, to the economic, social, and moral improvement
of their own people. 1 saw that the Maori was still in
some portions of the land, though the South Island was
free from his presence, but even so, he is only as one in
thirty to the whites, he does not constitute a problem as
the black man does here. Rather the New Zealanders
of European descent regard him as a curious appendage,
one of the picturesque assets of the country, to be
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pointed out to visitors, and view him and his peculiarities

with the greatest tolerance. Were the proportions of
" white to Maori the same as in South kast Africa be-
tween Abantu and European, this goog-natured tolerance
would not be the lasting attitude.

But the frame of mind with which I first viewed the
people and their country did not last, and before I left
the shores of that beautiful island, the Britain of the South
Seas, | felt that though our more difficult and involved
environment here at times made one almost despair, and
long for a land problem-free, yet it had its compensa-
tions, and that in manfully facing our troubles we might
derive a virtue impossible under easier conditions—that
our responsibilities were also our privilege,

MAURICE S. EVANS.

HiLLcresT, BEREA,
Dursav, Nov., 1910,
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CHAPTER 1

VULA’ MLOMO

As I sit on my verandah on the Berea Ridge this lovely
Sabbath day, with the suniit Indian Ocean in the fore-
ground, and behind the rolling grassy hills, with lines of
dark bush following the stream sides in the hollows, and
with varied cultivation on the slopes, three distinct sounds
come to my ear.

The nearest is that of a piano lightly touched, and a
youthful voice singing in low tones hymns Ancient and
Modern. From the native quarters at the foot of the
wooded garden the monotone of Abantu singing reaches
me, accompanied by the rhythmic beat of heavy feet stamp-
ing in unison. Further away among the banana planta-
tions, comes the lighter reiteration of the Indian tom-tom.

The problems of the country voiced, the races who
occupy this fair land brought vividly before the mind
through the ear.

To the eye, indeed, only one race and its achievements
would appeal. Take away the subtropical trees and
shrubs, the piercingly African scarlet of the Kaffir boom,
the palms and bananas, the poinsettia and bougain-
villia, and what remains ?—the visible impress of man upon
his surroundings here is overwhelmingly European. Ex-
cepting for one or two matters of detail the whole might
be situated on the shores of the English Channel, in
British Columbia, or New Zealand.

The lower slopes of the Berea are covered with cottage
and villa residences, the oldest plain—a place to dwell in—
the newer ambitious, with tiled verandahs and stained

glass doors, copies of the suburban; but all show the
I
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taste and aspiration of Western Europe in various stages
and degrees.

Below, the town proper, in the centre the huge town
hall, ne whit different to what the final flowering of
municipal life would be in Europe or America; broad
streets threaded by electric trams, huge stores filled
with the products of European skill, public buildings
indicating the usual and familiar activities of a modern
European city, surrounded again by the harbour filled
with shipping and equipped with all the recent inventions
of European science.

The whole originated in the brain of the white man.
He laid out the town, he planned the buildings, he im-
ported the goods in the stores, he drew the specifications
for the tramways, he installed the electric power and
light, the whole is for his comfort, advancement, con-
venience.

The stranger sees black men in the streets, he is struck
by the barbaric splendour and mighty physique of the
ricksha-pullers, but nowhere is there any evidence of
the work of the black man, nowhere any evidence that
he participates in any of the comforts, conveniences,
amenities seen on every hand.

And yet in this colony of Natal there are eleven
black men, natives of the soil, for each white man, Even
here in its principal city there are nearly 17,000 black
men as against 30,000 Europeans, of all ages and sexes.
Probably the adult male black population in the town
at any one time is double that of all the white men.

And though the plans were drawn and the skilled
work done by white men, the whole of the manual labour
given to fill the swamps, Jay the trams, build the stores,
load the goods, was by the black man, of whose labour
there is no trace in the finished work.

Over the hills to the west, in the folds of the land, in
all kinds of picturesque nooks, in the locations of the
Umlazi and Inanda, js the home of the black man, and
there you find evidence of his works. But so hidden
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away, so much a part of the land itself, that you may
stand on the edge of a huge valley a thousand feet
above the stream at the foot, a valley full of the
homes of the Abantu, and only the trained eye can see
any. An enclosure of wattles for the cattle, a few bec-
hive shaped huts neatly made of grass, and brown like the
surrounding veldt, a little cultivation, is all the impress
the black man makes on his natural surroundings ; it all so
blends with the colours of the grass and bush that it is
little wonder the land seems uninhabited, though, in
reality, full of the most vigorous human life.

This is the true home of the black man—XKaffirland—
the place to which his thoughts turn when working in
the white man's service, the place to which nothing on
earth will prevent his return if taken with bedily sickness
or nostalgia. Here he lives as his fathers lived, enjoying
to-day and thinking not of to-morrow, courting the girls,
drinking beer, and gazing on the beloved cattle.

And only a short twenty miles away over the hills,
Jess than that by the short cuts the native knows, is the
town hall, the electric trams, the stores, the theatres, the
complicated, urgent, strenuous life of the white man.

Into it the black man comes, his liquid native name
dropped, as the white man cannot pronounce it. He be-
comes Jim, Tom, Dick, and serves the white man. He sces
strange sights, works among complicated machinery
which does wondrous things, without understanding it
or wanting to understand it; he waits at tables decked
with silver and crystal, and loaded with food drawn from
all the quarters of the world; he pulls a ricksha and has
strange glimpses of the white man’s inner life ; he nurses
the baby in a little cottage home. But only for a few
months : the desire comes on him, and no wage offered,
no sense of gratitude, will keep him away longer from
the kraal by the rushing Umlazi, from the girls, from the
cattle.

[ know of no contrast in human life more suggestive
than one which may be seen in Durban almost any day.

I
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The open space in front of the new Town Hall; on one side
that noble pile and around it buildings and gardens
devoted to the many desires of our twentieth century
civilization. Electric trams glide, passing and repassing
in all directions, motor cars and carriages carry well-
dressed ladies to theatre or ball, the open space filled
with the men and women of our day. And across it file
four or five native girls headed by a small umfaan ; with
the exception of a piece of semi-transparent salempore,
kept in place by a few beads, they wear the dress af the
girls of Tyaka, and in body and mind are much the same,
Shyly they cross the square, a little frightened art all the
stir, but not without a certain timid dignity, and disappear
into a quieter part of the town to stay with a “brother”
until to-morrow, when, bundle on head, with erect step,
they climb the hills and cross the streams which lie be-
tween the whirl and glitter of European civilization—in
which they appeared for a moment in such incongruous
fashion—and the little brown kraals on the quiet ridges
above the streams of the 'Ndwedwe.

Still in my memory ljives my first visit to the home of
the Abantu, the wild and picturesque Inanda location,
the home of the Qadi tribe. On a botanical tramp 1
visited the home of that veteran botanist, Mr. ]. Medley
Wood, A.L.S, now Director of the Botanical Gardens,
Durban, who, thirty-five years ago, lived in an isolated
spot on the tablelands of the Inanda overlooking the
rugged valley of the Umgeni. Arriving in the evening
with the dark shades closing round, and from the dim
valley, borne by the wind, the faint weird far-away and
unrecognized sounds of natives calling in the depths;
the little house surrounded by tall gum trees and dark
clumps of bamboos seemed a speck of civilization almost
whelmed by the mysterious masses of barbarism one
could feel all around, Later, here and there on the hill
slopes and in the deeper valley, little firelights twinkled,
showing the kraal sites of the Abantu. My imagination
was strangely impressed by stories of the Zulu country
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then ruled by Cetywayo at the height of his power, and
especially one tragic tale of the total disappearance on a
misty evening from a home in a similar locality of a little
white child who was swallowed up in some mysterious
way, lost among the natives and never heard of again, pre-
suniably killed by a witch doctor for muti otherwise unob-
tainable. The sighing of the night wind in the high gum
trees, the creaking of the tall dark bamboos, the lone fires
in the far distance, with the occasional far-carried call of
a native representing thousands unseen yet felt, stamped
into my mind an impression of the black man which is
still fresh to this day.

[t is now a little over seventy years since the first
effective occupation of Natal by the white man. Then it
was that the white-tented wagons of the voortrekkers,
after their long journey over the high inland plains, came
to the edge of the Drakensberg range, and these pioneers
saw stretched below them what seemed another world.
Down the mountain passes rolled the wheels, and in
taking possession of the new land the Afrikander first
came into contact with the Zulu. Settled on his farms
in the uplands of Klip-river and Weenen, he called upon
the native to do the laborious part of his pastoral and
agricultural work, to herd his sheep and cattle, to drive
his wagon, to plough his fields. The native responded,
and became hewer of wood and drawer of water to the
strange white man who took the land.

Later on came Britons, singly or in organized com-
panies, from over the sea, and aguin the black man was
summoned to do the heavy work in building towns, in
fetching and carrying, in growing sugar, coffee, tea, under
the superintendence and for the behoof of the white man.

From neither pastoralist nor agriculturist, builder nor
trader, Briton nor Boer, did the Abantu learn much or
change hismode of life. Still he lived in his grass hut, still
he followed the agricultural methods of his fathers, gather-
ing his scanty crops from land ill-cultivated till it refused
to yield more, then abandoning it for another virgin nlot,
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He made no attempt to follow the example of the white
man in the improvement of his cattle, he made no attempt
to make money like the white man by opeming a store, he
saw and wondered at the complicated hfe of the intruder,
but followed the paths of his fathers. Beyond some
appreciation of the comfort of clathing in cold weather,
and the gradual change of blanket for kaross, and plough
for pick, his art and cultivation remain much in the same
stage as when Tyaka overran the land.

And the government of the white man leaves him in
heart untouched. Still he is a polygamist, giving his
daughters in return for cattle, still devoted to his tribal
life and hereditary chief, still believing in and dreading
witchcraft.  The white man comes and plans, schemes,
builds, bringing in more goods, more appliances, ever
developing ; the black man remains, increases, persists.

It is this great passive power of persistence that makes
our probleru to-day. The Red man, the Polynesian, the
Maori, unable to withstand the breath of the white man
and the change in environment he brings, wither away—
the black man persists. New conditions are introduced,
they change him not; new ideas, he wonders and goes
on his way; new diseases arrive, he still increases in
numbers. The reports of district surgeons notwithstand-
ing, one has but to look at the physique of the ricksha-
pullers, the plump comely forms of the strings of native
girls walking through the streets, the absence of anzmic
or of malformed among them, 1o recognize we are deal-
ing with a race of exceptional physical power and virility.

Changed they are and still changing, and of these
changes I shall have more to say—they are part of the
problem. But we shall be starting from utterly false
premises if we do not understand at the outset this
wonderful power of persistence in the face of changed
environment,

Hence there had been no problem.

But a problem there is, a problem full of the most vital
interest and significance, a problem whicli is in process of
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being worked out here in South East Africa, but which
applies to all Africa, and which will recur under different
aspects wherever a strenuous European people, imbued
with the desire to keep their race intact and pure, and
intent on the utmost economic development, live alongside
a conservative one at a lower stage of culture and yet
withal virile and increasing in numbers,

A world drama is being enacted in South Africa, part
of the great drama of human life.  We are in the midst of
it, playing our part, and most of us do not know it.

Hitherto in South East Africa, the governing powers
have never set themselves to give this great question the
really serious thought it demands. The native has gener-
ally and principally been regarded as a factor in the
economic development of the country, and a very unsatis-
factory one at that, a person who was loath to come out
to work, and even when he did, demanded a higher rate of
remuneration than his primitive service was worth, who
was unreliable and could not be depended upon for con-
tinuous service, but wanted to get back to his kraal as soon
as he became of value, and who never returned. The
Governments reflected the current opinion of the people.
And 1n addition, at intervals, often without apparent
reason, and at most inconvenient times, he went to war or
rose in rebellion, and it cost much money and the unpleas-
ant necessity of raising loans to conquer or suppress him.

The problem will not be solved by treating the native
solely as an economic factor, or by the rifle.

It might be thought that those who had lived among
the natives all their lives, devoting themselves to their
service in order to convert them to Christianity, would
have thought out the whole problem, and would have
shown a clear leading to those who would have the
practical work of putting it into operation. As I will try
to show when dealing with Missions, | believe a new spirit
and a broader outlook in their work is animating some of
the missionaries in these later days, but hitherto they
seem to have been so engrossed with their primary
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objects of bringing a knowledge of Christianity to their
.people that they have not had time to give thought to the
problem of their fuiure under the new surroundings
introduced. And often, 1 am afraid, the apparent hopeless-
ness of their efforts has taken the heart out of them.
Again, in many cases, their work has kept them in isolated
corners of the land, and although they knew the natives
around them and their immediate surroundings, such
isolation militated against a broad view of the situation,
It will prebably be answered by missionaries that socio-
logical study forms no part of their work ; to bring men to
Christis their all in all.  Granting this, I only wish to point
out that philanthropy has not in the past helped much toa
wide and all-embracing view of our problem.

The preservation of order, the encouragement to
work, the teaching of Christianity, all have to bear on our
question, but none alone will solve it

Though little has been done to really study our
problem, 1 know that, deep in the hearts of many in
South East Africa, this question has been smouldering.
A grave dissatisfaction with the present position is ever
with them, they feel they have a heavy responsibility to
the native, and they know not how to justify themselves.
They feel that to use their labour, to shoot them down
when recalcitrant, even to convert them to Christianity,
is not the whole that is demanded of them. TFeeling thus
these men put their sense of responsibility into practical
shape, and in their everyday dealings with the black man
are scrupulously fair, tolerant to his prejudices, helping
him in his difficulties.  The relations of such men with
the natives are indeed pleasant to witness, they are the
salt of the earth to the Abantu population among whom
they live. They are those who, in the absence of any
helpfulness on the part of the Government, and in spite
of the selfish attitude of the baser sort, have kept the re-
lations of black and white clean and sweet, and have, with-
out knowing it, prevented many a disaster. But the
wholesome and antiseptic relations of these men with the
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natives has only been personal, and they have felt, I know,
the hopelessness of the situation as a whole. Some of them
have felt, at times, so depressed by the apparent hope-
lessness of the outlook as to feel regret that they ever
came to South East Africa, and even to consider the de-
sirability of leaving it for a country free from our complex
racial questions. Fortunately for South Africa, though
their insight is beyond that of the many, so is their cour-
age, and though realizing what may be, they stay to see it
out. Once or twice I have been startled when circum-
stances have impelled to an intimacy not usual, to find,
deep in their hearts, far below the surface, foreboding
about our future they would only disclose to those likely
to understand, and an anxiety to see the right path which
is almost pathetic. 1 feel that in such men is our hope,
and if called upon to make effort or sacrifice for what
they feel right we may ever depend upon them.

It is a common thing among optimists to hear the
statement made that this country is going to rival, in popu-
lation and prosperity, the other great self-governing
colonies of the Empire, and during our times of expansion
and general well-being such a strain of thought is implied in
general conversation. A favourite subject of after-dinner
or platform oratory is the theme of the possibilities of the
country, and such phrases as “the brightest jewel in the
British Crown,” and ‘‘a white man's country,” are the
looked-for peroration to speeches on such occasions.
But in the minds of those who think, to those who really
see life in South Africa as it is, and see it whole, in the
hearts of the men whom I have tried to portray, there is,
deep down, the knowledge, fecling, or instinct, that until
we can more clearly see our way on this great question,
any such expressions, though evoking rounds of unthink-
ing applause, are of little meaning or value, and meantime
they grope for more light.

Sir Matthew Nathan, whose experience of backward
races in other parts of the Empire is deep and extensive,
when Governor of Natal, took an intense interest in our
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problem, visited and held meetings among the people,
and by his sympathy, help, and wise counse! did much to
inaugurate the new departure under the Native Adminstra-
tion Act of 1909 by which District Native Commissioners
and a Native Council came into being. [n a late utterance,
just before leaving South Africa, on the eve of Union,
realizing that this was a question intimately affecting not
only South Africa and the Empire, but also the great
Republic of the West, he suggested the appointment of an
International Commission to investigate the relations of
black and white in the various countries in which they
comc into contact.  As [ understood Sir Matthew, his idea
was that the Commission should collect information from
ail sources, investigate on the spot the actual results so
far of different lines of policy, and of varying methods of
administration, not necessarily to formulate rules of con-
duct or governmental methods applicable to all—but for
each to learn from the experience, successes, and failures
of others how best to deal with our own problems. A
wise suggestion indeed, and one that might well be taken
up by our South African Government. The probability
is that the proposal would be welcomed by other Adminis-
trations, puzzled, and groping in the dark as all are. In
any case, the Report of such a Commission should have a
high scientific and educational value. Even if un attempt
it was found impossible to obtain co-operation from other
Governments, our problem is so insistent, that a visit
of investigation by a chosen body of qualified South
Africans to the Southern States of the Union, the West
Indies, and say Liberia, would be of the utmost value to us
in South Africa. We want an intimate knowledge of our
own environment, but we want more light from whatever
source, and if it was found that our own people and con-
ditions were so dissimilar that we had little to learn or
adopt, it is quite possible we might prevent mistakes being
made.

Of late years, since the publication of the Report of
the South African Commission, much more interest has
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been taken by the colomal public in our natives. Follow-
ing on the appearance of that Report came the unfortunate
rising in Natal, and then the appointment of the Natal
Native Commission and the issue of their Report. Com-
mittees for the study of native affairs have been formed
in Durban and Johannesburg and have been the means of
disseminating information and focussing attention on
matters affecting the native population. The immediate
effect of the Report of the Natal Native Commission was
the passing by Parliament of the Native Adminstration
Act already referred to.

All this interest has resulted in the ventilation of the
question and led to the formation of many theories, hope-
ful and hopeless, theoretical and practical, wise and un-
wise, theories regarding representation, taxation, labour,
land, segregation, and many others, with the most im-
portant of which | propose to deal later on.

And will all this talk and writing and thinking solve
the problem? The phrases * The solution of the native
question,” certain given methods which will * solve the
problem,” are on many lips. But is there any solution in
which the term is thus used? Personally I confess 1 do
not think so. When we have thought until our brains
arc weary, made experiments resulting in partial success
or failure, and the years have passed, we shall have ac-
quired some experience and knowledge, but that will
probably be all. We white men, with our common race
consciousness, common ideals, a binding history and litera-
ture, still are groping in the dark in regard to our own
social problems. How little likely we are to solve, once
for all, the difficulties of our relationship, ever changing
as it is, to a race so unlike our own, it takes but a little
thought to demonstrate.

At best we may discover a working hypothesis for to-
day and possibly to-morrow, tentative, to be reconsidered
and altered as experience dictates and as conditions change.
Much that we do must be of the nature of experiment.
We are dealing with human nature, but human nature on
such a different plane to our own.
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Though we may never solve, and though to our
children’s children shall the problem go down, it must
be faced; and there are conditions of mind we can predi-
cate as absolutely essential to the task,

The first is negative, and means an attitude of suspicion
towards many of the generalizations current in South
East Africa relative to the black man. These generaliza-
tions have become current and accepted as standards, often
because they saved troublesome investigation and thought,
often they were almost true at the time they were evolved,
oftener still containing a half truth, but utterly false and
misleading in the universal application which is given
to them. Nothing has done more to prevent a true ap-
preciation of the position than the constant reiteration of
these misleading commonplaces prefaced by the phrase:
“You know what a Kaffir is".

Truth we want, and iruth in respect to fact is often
hard to get, Prejudice, slackness, mental apathy, the
common desire to appear to know, with the equally
common desire to impart, all hinder our investigation. A
striet scientific test should be applied, and only such facts
passed into circulation and use as fully satisfied such a
test,

In putting our knowledge into practice in administra-
tion, in framing legislation, we are called upon to strive
to the utmost to attain what is perhaps the impossible,
to put ourselves in the black man's place, to think with
his brain, to see with his eyes, to feel his emotions, To
this the black man himself can help us but little; his life
is in the present; how yesterday's circumstances affected
him he may be able to tell, how the pictured environment
of to-morrow may be regarded he leaves to to-morrow’s
experience. Though vocal enough on ordinary topics, his
strong emotions are subconscious and inexpressible, and
are only subsequently revealed in action or inaction. He
is ever on the watch to please those in authority, and his
“Yes” may often really be a “ No".

Even to those who speak his language as their own,
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who have lived all their lives in daily contact with the
black man, there seems a chasm they can never cross.
In discussions of measures affecting natives in the Legis-
lative Assembly of Natal there were often as many
opinions as there were native experts. The effect of a
given law on native life and how the native would view
it was certain to draw forth opinions differing in essence.
A friend of mine, born in Natal, speaking Zulu fluently,
who had never lived apart from the natives and thought
he knew their innermost minds, confessed after the native
rebellion of 1906 he felt as ignorant as a newcomer to
the land.

It is so difficult to detach oneself from the point of
view of our race and look at things with the eyes of the
other man, We see him surrounded by what, to us, would
be conditions of intense discomfort, and we feel impelled
to cleanse, disinfect, put things straight, and having done
so in energetic European fashion, we expect recognition
and gratitude, whilst al! the time the native was quite
satisfied, and not in the least bothered or bothering about
it, and wonders why we should interfere. The position
thus gets askew. We feel very proud of ourselves ; we have
effected salutary reforms, and hope for visible acknow-
ledgment of our unselfish and altruistic endeavours, when
perhaps really, if we probed to the bottom of things,
we should find we had only been salving our consciences
for our own relief. And the native, of course, did not
recognize that.

Our inability to put ourselves in his place will not be
wonderful to those who have tried to get at the ideas on
non-material questions with some of those of our own race
or races closely akin to our own. Even when speaking a
common language there is a strain in trying to get at
the conceptions of one whose life has been cast in a
narrow sphere. Attempts with some of the peasantry of
Donegal and Connemara are in my mind, and qualifies
the disappointment at failing to realize the subconscious-
ness of the Abantu.
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But the attempt must be made and remade, if even a
partial measure of success is to be ours.

And there must be that quality, rightly insisted upon
by all successful administrators who have had long ex-
perience of backward peoples, and especially those whe
have watched with insight the reaction of mind on mind
as between black and white.

Stow and dull as the native may appear to the casual
observer, he is quick to notice the attitude of those with
whom he comes into contact; and the manner, the facial
aspect, the tones of the voice, are at once read and un-
consciously interpreted by him and colour his attitude to
another. The white man who establishes and retains the
regard of these people always consciously or unconsciously
recognizes this, and in it often lies the reason why one man
is highly regarded and trusted by them, while another, for
no easily apparent reason, never obtains their confidence.
The underlying reason is that the one they recognize has
sympathy and liking for them and this feeling is absent
in the other. Without sympathy their confidence and
liking will never be gained, and without these our relations
will always be strained and unsatisfactory. The native
does not look for maudlin sentimentality in his rulers;
he expects punishment when he offends, and never com-
plains if the punishment is heavy; he does expect what
he conceives to be justice, is quick to recognize sympathy,
and does instinctively appreciate the great but sometimes
subtle and indefinable difference between a strained
tolerance and the warmer atmosphere of genuine liking
and goodwill.

I have said enough to indicate the difficulties of our in-
vestigation and of its application to practical ends. In
Natal, at all events, we have had long periods of absolute
inaction, practically ignoring the native, and then one or
two periods of short duration when the unexpected shook
us up, and seeing vaguely as through a mist that we were
drifting on to the rocks, the cry was *something must be
done "
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But I strongly deprecate what is too often implied in
this cry, that if we only begin to do “something," we
can again rest at our ease, forget the problem, salve our
consciences by our unthinking *“doing of something,” and
again attend to our all-absorbing personal affairs, Not
that way is salvation to be won.

In no other land under the British flag, except,
perhaps, in the Far East, certainly in none of the great
self-governing colonies with which we rank ourselves, is
the position of white man gua white man so high, his
status so impugnable, as in South East Africa, Differing
in much else, the race instinct binds the whites together
to demand recognition as a member of the ruling and in-
violable caste, even for the poorest, the degraded of their
race. And this position connotes freedom from all manual
and menial toil ; without hesitation the white man demands
this freedom, without question the black man accedes and
takes up the burden, obeying the race command of one
who may be his personal inferior. It is difficult to convey
to one who has never known this distinction the way in
which the very atmosphere is charged with it in South
East Africa. A white oligarchy, every member of the race .
an aristocrat; a black prolctariat, every member of the
race a server ; the line of cleavage as clear and deep as the
colours. The less able and vigorous of our race thus pro-
tected, find here an ease, a comfort, a recognition to which
their personal worth would never entitle them in a homo-
geneous white population.

And we have all been enjoying this ease, comfort,
power, as a matter of course, as our due. But in this
world of compensations, of forces ever tending to the
balance, we cannot simply take this good and ignore the
responsibilities which ever accompany power. Yet this
is what we have been trying todo; to take the goods and
evade payment. It will not do.

We must face the question though it means hard
thinking, self-abnegation, tolerance, difficulty, disappoint-
ment—a heavy strain on the best that is in us. Not on.
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our imports and exports, not on increased population, not
on industrial success, good as all these may be, depends
our justification for having taken to ourselves this land,
but on the measure of true success with which we deal
with this people who are given into our hand. And this
will not be achieved by alternately forgetting they exist,
cxcepting as a factor in our industrialism, and then sud-
denly waking up to “do something”. Constant vigilance
is the price of freedom. Constant vigilance with all the
qualities 1 have tried to indicate is the price we must pay
for our privileges. The deepest thought before taking
action, closest watchfulness when action is taken. Con-
stant sympathy, unwavering firmness, must ever be
shown,

Never hurry and never forget, always present before
us.

Toinvestigate the conditions of social life of both races
as they have developed apart and as they are modified by
interaction, to consider the gencral course to be adopted
and the principles by which we should be guided, is the
work of the investigator, of the student of sociology;
to put these principles into actual operation is the function
of the legislator and administrator. For the actual work
of administration our race has shown capacity beyond
that of any other of modern times, and in a remarkable
number of instances we have managed to “muddle
through " with little thought or plan. But every yecar we
live, our conditions get more involved and complicated, and
increasingly and in all spheres of activity it becomes
apparent that if we are to grapple successfully with these
conditions our actions must be based on right and accurate
thinking, on the application of scientific methods.  Unless
the genius of our race fails us we shall find the men in
plenty to run the machine; what we want, and what we
have so often failed in the past to get, is a rightly adjusted
machine.

What is required in a country such as ours is a body
of trained investigators to study with scientific accuracy
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the primitive races of the land, their history, ideals,
religion, customs, myths, and place it on record before it
is too late, before altered conditions wipe it all out. In
the comparative study of man this alone will have a high
value, but for a true appreciation of which we must look
to our children, To-day cur object is different, we want to
govern these people justly, amongst whom we have thrust
ourselves; in our interest and in theirs we want tao do
what is right, to face our responsibilitics like men, but we
hardly know how to go about it. 1f we knew what was in
the mind of the black man we should be greatly helped,
have indeed the knowledge for lack of which we make so
many blunders in our practical life. In its ultimate
analysis the subject of the study of primitive mankind
by anthropelogists is his mind and its working as evidenced
in his art, culture, religion, social life. A closer and more
scientific study of these things would surely help us some-
what in the elucidation of our problem,

Along with those whose study is the science of anthro-
pology there ought to be associated others of different
training. Theseshould be men familiar with the people in
their daily life, knowing their difficulties, grievances, and
wants, men who come in touch with them, who know them
and their environment intimately. They should also be
acquainted with methods of government and administra-
tion. If these practical men had the advantage of associa-
tion with others whose research work was available to
them, we might hope to have science applied to govern-
ment.

But in the absence of such a scientific method of deal-
ing with our subject, we must even do the best we can,
and each, in the measure of his ability and knowledge and
the call of his conscience, assist in the elucidation of this
great subject.

The ideal qualifications for dealing with the whole
native problem and the relation of Black and White in
South Africa, so reading the present as to give a forecast
of the future with a view to regulating our present actions,

2
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are such that I know of no one possessing them, no one
even approximating to the ideal. It seems to me that even
when we restrict the area to South East Africa it would
be impossible to find any one man who was qualified.
For in the first place he must know the country intimately,
not only from the railway and on the main roads, but its
inner recesses, the fastnesses of the Berg and the
miasmatic flats of the Maputa. He must have lived the
life of the native at his home, must speak at least Zulu
and Sesuto, have a knowledge of native law and custom
and also of the statutes we ourselves have imposed upon
them. In addition to knowing the native in his home
life, he must know how he lives on the farms as tenant
and servant to the white man, the conditions under which
he works on the mines as miner, in the towns as labourer,
kitchen boy, ricksha-puller.  The result of missionary
training and the manner of life and conversation of the
more advanced natives must also be familiar to him.

And to be fully qualified for the task he must know
the white man as well as the black, the conditions under
which the various classes, bywoner, pastoralist, artisan,
planter, merchant, live in South East Africa, and be able
from actual knowledge to compare it with what the en-
vironment and life of similar classes would be in Canada,
Australia, Britain, and especially the Southern States of
America. Add to this a wide course of reading on sociolo-
gical and anthropological subjects, a mind of the philoso-
phic bent and a keen interest in the subject, and it wilt
be seen how much is necessary to the man who would
essay to deal with our subject.

It is with great diffidence I again approach my
fellow colonists on this subject, fully aware of how far [
fall short of the standard 1 have myself set. But I can
claim, at least, the last-named qualification—-a keen interest
in the subject. And though failing to a greater or less ex-
tent in many personal desiderata, | have had exceptional
opportunities of late years. The first-hand knowledge
acquired during the long sittings of the Natal Native Com-
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mission has been of great value, and the experience of the
working of administration on the Natal Native Council
has also been exceptional.

If one relied only on knowledge actually acquired by
personal observation and at first hand few of us would
know much of the subject. - We all acquire from others,
and much depends on the judgment in selecting, accept-
ing, or rejecting such second-hand knowledge. 1 have had
largely to depend upon information supplied by others,
conversations with men from all parts of South East
Africa, and much of my work is collating or editing what
I have received. But I have heen careful in sifting, and
may claim that a residence of over thirty-five years in
South East Africa, opportunities of meeting men of all
classes, of varied experience, and all shades of opinion,
Journeyings that have taken me over most of the
territory with which 1 deal even to its utmost recesses,
living in the kraal of the native, the home of the farmer,
in the caves of the Drakensberg, and in the wagon tent,
have given me some fitness for the task. But I ask con-
sideration of my reader; we are all feeling our way. If
my facts are incorrect or my judgments at fault [ will
willingly acknowledge and correct. The truth s all |
seek.

It is usual to speak of the position of the native, his
government, and our general relation to him as a problem,
and to speak of the intricacy, difficulty, even in our optim-
istic moments, of the solution of this problem. But what
do we actually mean by it? To different men and minds it
means a different thing. To the missionary the problem
means finding the best method of converting to Christi-
anity .the whole native population irrespective of their
material or political position. To the industrialist the
problem would be solved if he got sufficient labour at such
rates as would enable him to make profits, to the legislator
quietude on the part of the people so that no political
trouble or agitation should be possible, but without much
regard to their race advancement.

2 *
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I feel 1 must make an attempt to make clear what [
have meant when using the term in this introductory
chapter, and what it implies when [ use it later on.

I will put it first as a statement.

To so act in our relations with the natives and so guide
them that they may have all reasonable opportunity for
developing their race life along the best lines, taking
account of their physical, mental, and moral improvement ;
not niecessarily following the line of evolution of the white
man, but the one their race genius suggests. And that
we, while so acting, shall also have an opportunity of de-
velopment, and be not subject as a race to deteriorating
tendencies which may be present in our race environ-
ment.

Let me put it as a question.

Is it possible for a white race, whose race aspiration
is the utmost economic development of the country in
which they live, and every effective member of which is
filled with a desire to acquire and advance, to live with a
black one, to whom the aspirations and efforts of the
white do not appeal, and yet so adjust the life of each that
both shall be content with the position, and the black have
all reasonable opportunities for such development as is
possible to him ?

If this question could be answered in the affirmative,
and methods that would ensure its realization be put into
operation at once, the optimist might be justified and a
solution possible. We cannot to-day answer it. Time will
do that ; but we may, I think, honestly hope by our actions
to mould events towards this end ; we may be so fortunate
as that in the comparatively near future, the native popu-
lation may become contented citizens of the State, helping,
though in a humble way, to build up its future, assured
of fair play in the present and hope for the future,

My aim in writing this book is not only to give my
views on the native, his present and possible future, and
what our attitude should be to him, which is vastly import-
ant; butl attempt more, and I trust what [ may say under
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this head may be of some interest and possibly of some
value. No thoughtful South African can but be interested
in the native question as I bave so far put it from the
native side, but many must also have thought of what
effect our unusual environment—the present and close con-
tact of an overwhelming number of blacks—has had, and
is going to have, upon our race. What of the future of the
white man in South East Africa? It is stated by
bivlogists who have made a special study of the theory of
evolution as applied to man, that, though in past time the
struggle for actuzl existence, the survival of the fittest,
and the elimination of the unfit, affected the evolution of
our species just as in the case of the lower animals, the
operation of these causes is held in abeyance since man
became civilized. In a state of society in which the law
of natural sclection is prevented by conscious altruism
from having its full effect, the unfit as well as the fit have
a chance of propagating the species. Indeed, owing to
conditions which are only operative in complex civiliza-
tions, it would appear that the effective fertility of the
former s greater than that of the latter. Then it becomes
that the two most important causes left, which mould and
change the race, are environment and education. [t is
hardly likely that the surroundings which we have in South
East Africa, affecting our daily lives at all points from the
cradle to the grave, will not profoundly affect our race
characteristics.

To try to read these changes whether for good or ill, so
that we may tend the former and modify or eradicate the
latter, is part of our problem.



CHAPTER 1L

THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE.

Tue country with which I am dealing and which I cali
South East Africa, was, until recently, not a single political
entity but formed portions of several distinct states, and
is all now, either part of the Union of South Africa, or
areas under the immediate governance of the I'mperial
authorities, and consists of country of varying aspect,
altitude, climate, and fertility. It consists of the prov-
ince of Natal including Zululand, the country on the
Eastern side of the Drakensberg, the mountains which
form the backbone and watershed of South Fast Africa.
This mighty range in Natal attains its greatest elevation
of 11,000 feet in the Mont aux Sources and Cathkin Peak,
while the general height of the range in Natal must be
gooo to 10,000 feet above the sea.  From their sources in
the Drakensberg many rivers run eastward carrying their
waters to the Indian Ocean, and furrowing the land with
deep valleys of erosion, often one to two or even three
thousand fect below the grassy tablelands which scparate
the one from the next. The distance from the crest of
the Berg to the Indian Ocean is probably only an average
of 120 miles as the vulture flies, so these rivers are short
and exceedingly rapid, having a fzll of 10,000 feet in this
short distance. Thus Natal is a land of hills and valleys,
sometimes smoothly rolling, again rugged and precipitous,
the hills and slopes grass covered, clothed with forest in
the kloofs, abundantly watered by rain and often sheeted
in mist, whilst the deep river valleys, locally called the
Thorns, are comparatively dry with a picturesque cover-

ing of mimosas and aloes, thorny or succulent, adapted to
23
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resist the more arid conditions. A lovely land of striking
and varied beauty, soft yet healthy climate, an ideal home
for the Abantu, and one for which his soul hungers
when in exile. In all portions of it are to be seen the
brown huts of the natives, under the shelter of the
Drakensberg, on the open breezy ridges of the Midlands,
in the deep Thorn valleys, and in view of the surf on the
shores of the Indian Ocean.

In the north-eastern portion of the land is the cradle
of the Zulu race, and over the whole of it the people are
closely allied to the Amazulu, Under the Berg kere and
there are a few Basuto, and there is a considerable number
of these people in the Nqutu district in the upper part of
Zululand who were introduced there under their chief
Hlubi in the settlement after the Zulu war.  But these do
not affect the vast mass, who arc cither of the remnant
who survived in the land during Tyaka's bloody reign,
hiding away in caves and among rocks, or those who
swarmed in from Zululand, finding Natal a safc refuge
during the many troubles of that country.

There is no marked difference in the natural features
of the country as we cross the rivers Umzimkulu and
Umtamvuna which form the boundary between Natal and
the province of the Cape of Good Hope. The Drakens-
berg, though not so lofty, is still the boundary on the west,
the Indian Ocecan to the east. The land prescrves its
general character through Griqualand East, Pondoland,
and the Transkei, which is the portion of the Cape Colony
with which we decal. It is thickly populated with natives,
all akin, but of different tribes. In the north are the
Amabaca, Amahlangweni and Amaxesibi. Along the
coast the Amapondo, further south the Tembus, Xosas and
Fingoes ; the last named the descendants of refugees from
Natal who fled south in the early years of last century.
All these are closely related to the Amazulu. In the
upper parts of the territory close under the Drakensberg
live some tribes of Basuto.

Crossing the Drakensberg at the northern apex of
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Natal, where the Amajuba and Pogwani crests overlook
Lang's Nek, we enter the high veldt of the Transvaal, a
succession of rolling grassy downs sooo to 6500 feet
above the sea, open, cool, healthy, bracing. This is
not the country the native chooses, he loves the sheltered
warm valleys below the mountain, and few natives except
those in the service of the farmers live on this exposed
tableland. Below the plateau to the eastward is a broken
country similar to Natal in its natural features, and here
live many Abantu, all of Zulu strain, many related to the
Swazi branch of that stock. North of a line drawn ap-
proximately along the railway from Pretoria to Delagoa
Bay the high veldt merges into a different country. Here
one enters the bush veldt of the Boers, a vast area of more
or less flat country covered with bush and subject to arid
conditions, with here and there areas of greater elevation
and a much more humid climate. Much of this country,
especially that below the level of three thousand feet, is
subject to fever, and it is here the greater portion of
the Transvaal natives reside. They are principally of the
Basuto side of the Abantu stock as distinguished from the
Zulu-Xosa side, but among them are the only black people
now existing in South East Africa who are not close bload
relations of one branch or other of the Abantu. These
people are the degraded Vaalpens Kaffirs of the far north.
Whom they are, whether the true autochthones of the
country or not, we cannot answer at present.  As a
factor in our present inquiry they may be considered part
of the Bechuana or Basuto people of the Northern Trans-
vaal.

A considerable number of natives also live in the
Western Transvaal in the Rustenberg and Marico districts
who also belong to the Basuto group.

East of the Transvaal and below the escarpment which
is the continuation of the Drakensberg lies Swaziland,
a broken country not dissimilar to the midland portions
of Natal, though hotter, hardly so healthy, and less fertile.
The Swazi peaple are somewhat mixed in race, a Zulu
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strain mixed with some peoples inhabiting Portuguese
East Africa.

Now it only remains to mention the Switzerland of
South Africa—Basutoland. A large part is formed of the
mountainous knot culminating in Mont aux Sources, from
which the waters run east to the Indian Ocean, and west
to the Atlantic. The higher parts of the country on the
castern side are cold, inhospitable mountain moorlands,
and are practically uninhabited, but the western side
abutting on the Orange River Colony, though elevated, is
fertile, well watered, and healthy for stock of all kinds in
which the inhabitants, the Basuto, are rich probably beyond
any other native people of South East Africa.  The whole
population is akin in blood, descent, and language, though
originally belonging to different tribes of Bechuana strain
who lived in the country to the west, but fled into
Basutoland as a refuge in the troublous times at the
beginning of last century. Herc they were united in one
nation, the Basuto, by the genius of Moshesh their great
chief, who by valour and diplomacy, as occasion required,
kept invaders at bay, and they remain to-day the only
unconquered and independent Abantu tribe in South East
Africa.

The Abantu people of South East Africa can, as
1 have indicated, be divided into two great groups,
the Zulu-Xosa group which includes the great bulk of
the natives of Natal, Zululand, Swaziland, and the
Transkei ; and the Basuto-Bechuanagroup, which occupies
Basutoland and the Narth and West Transvaal, Not-
withstanding the wars and migrations which have taken
place since we first became acquainted with these people,
the geographical distribution is approximately what
it was sixty to seventy years ago, the Zulu strain keep-
ing to the seaward side of the great mountain range, the
Basuto to the interior and west of the Drakensberg.
Though undoubtedly nearly related—probably both de-
scended from one aboriginal stock——these two branches
of the Abantu differ in language, character, and mode of
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living. The Zulu is, or was in the past, more warlike
than the Basuto, more devoted to pastoral pursuits
and less to agriculture, less industrious and not so ad-
vanced in some of the arts. The Zulu lived in the simple
beehive-shaped hut with the roof and wall in one, the
Basuto in one with mud or stone walls and thatched roof.
The Zulu fought with assegai alone, the throwing variety
before the time of Tyaka, the stabbing kind after that;
the Basuto with a greater variety of weapons, including
highly finished battle-axes. Although there is a gencric
resemblance between the two peoples, there are differences
difficult to describe but appreciable to the trained eye,
just as there are differences between typical examples
of English and Scotch or perhaps better still between
Englishman and German. Ifa hundred Zulus were mixed
with a hundred Basuto, a European knowing both people
well would probably be able to pick out with accuracy
from their appearance and manner a fair proportion of the
more typical examples of each tribe, but would be much
puzzled with a residuum which might belong to either.
Possibly a native with the same intimate knowledge of
both would be able to go further and leave a smaller
residuum. Europeans not born in South Africa, but
coming to the country as adults, are aware of the difficulty
they have at first in distinguishing one native from another.
All seem alike in their blackness, and only after a time is
the eye able to discriminate.  But the general resemblance
between these two branches is great, they also rescmble
each other in their fundamental characteristics, and much
that is said in the following pages will apply to both,
though when it is necessary to draw a distinction an
attempt will be made to indicate it.

[ have spoken, and shall speak, of the Abantu people
of South East Africa as black, a useful generic term to
distinguish them from Europeans, but they are not by
any means of one shade of colour. They range from a
light and not very pleasant yellow shade to a dull sooty
black, but the majority of true Zulus, at all events, are a
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bronze brown often with a tinge of red showing through
it.  When thoroughly washed and duly anointed there is
a peculiar richness about this colour which makes the
somewhat anzmic colour of town-bred Europeans look
sickly by comparison. The colour | refer to may be seen
in the native policemen and ricksha-pullers of Durban,
nearly all of whom are of Zulu strain and whose magnifi-
cent limbs shiming like those of a bronze statue are so
much admired by visitors.

Nor is the general facial expression uniform. It is
often more or less negroid, though the typical flat nose
and thick lips which we associate with the negro are not
common. Many have fine, well-cut features, and one is
sometimes startled by a physiognomy of striking character
or attractiveness. Those who are acquainted with the
members of the Zulu Royal House are impressed with
the extreme symmetry of form and distinction of feature
and manner which belong to many of them. | remember
in the old days of the Zulu monarchy these characteristics
were recognized by many of the old traders, and 1 was
struck by the almost respectful way in which they spoke
of the House, and in later times [ have seen quite enough
of them to understand the attitude of the European in
Zululand towards the Zulu aristocracy.

In physique, physical vigour, and power of endurance
they undoubtedly rank high, whether as compared with
any other primitive people or with Europeans. 1 must,
however, make a distinction here. ‘The Zulus, the Trans-
keian mnatives, and the Basuto of Basutoland, are
undoubtedly finer men than the Basuto clans of the
Northern Transvaal, and probably the order in which the
several peoples should be placed in this respect is that in
which I have written them down. The Maories of New
Zealand are generally regarded as one of the finest races
physically with which we have come into contact, but my
observations lead me to think that they would come out
second in this respect to the pure Zulu. A really fine
Zulu is a magnificent specimen of a man, often perfectly
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built judged from a European, aye, even from an ancient
Greek standard; deep chest, broad shoulders, perfectly
shaped limbs, well-shaped hands and feet, certainly with-
without any sign of the “lark heel” of the negro. The
general physical standard of the race is also very high in-
deed. Dwellers in towns are often deceived in this respect
because the specimens of the race they see are in a false
setting, Clothed at best in cheap, ill-fitting, ready-made
clothes, and often in odds and ends cast off by the white
man, their really fine figures are masked and they look like
slouching bundles of rags. But take a number of store
boys or wharf labourers, strip and clean them and put
them in their natural surroundings, and [ am sure a judge
of physical form would wonder at the high average
standard of these men. Very few are malformed, a fine
torso and beautifully rounded limbs belong to nearly all.
It is true, they arc not, as a rule, so apparently muscufar
as the highly developed European, the typical blacksmith
or navvy, but these are exceptions among us, whilst
excellent physique is the ruie among the natives. It
is often said that, admitting all this, they are unable to
perform feats of strength possible to Europeans, but the
feats set to them are generally the speciality of some ex-
ceptional European who has learned the peculiar knack
necessary ; this is quite unknown to the native, who is also
probably very diffident and does not put forth his full
power, and his inability, under these circumstances, is
quoted as an instance of lack of physical strength. 1
know personally of so many feats of strength and endur-
ance (particularly the latter) performed as a matter of
course both by specially endowed and average natives that
I rank their powers in this respect very high indeed.

I have laid stress on this matter of physique and
general physical power because it is the basis of much,
and a true judgment is necessary as it will affect our
general estimate of the people, their capabilities and their
future, and also because | feel that many Europeans,
partly through faulty observation, partly through race
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pride, have made and circulated quite a false estimate of
their powers.

In mental capacity 1 think they vary more than in
physical power. Their mode of life and the elimination
of the unfit in their natural surroundings tended to a high
general average of the latter. There has been little or no
demand on the intellect of the average native, neither
livelihood nor position depended on mental exertion, the
dullard had as much chance of leaving a numerous off-
spring as the man of more than average mental alertness
or capacity. One often hears among colonists, even those
who have a poor opinion of the general capacity of the
native, of some particular individual they have known who
has shown wonderful aptitude for a particular kind of work
or general ability or trustworthiness. ‘““As good as a
white man” is the phrase not infrequently heard in this
connexion, [ am acquainted with one man employed by
a well-known colonist who has shown extraordinary
mechanical ability and carried out some quite wonderful
feats of engineering skill. Many of the old families in
Natal have servants who have worked for them for years,
who are not only capable of some particular form of
service but who can be trusted to exercise much discretion
and judgment when occasion demands, 1am not referring
to educated natives but to raw or kraal natives, as [ wish,
just at present, to consider, and try to form an estimate of,
the natural ability of these people.

[t is customary to take as a measure of mental capacity
the position held by a people in the arts of life, their in-
tellectual calibre being gauged by their acquaintance with,
and use of, tools, weapons, utensils, clothing, ornaments ;
the nearer they approach to our complicated standard in
these things the more mentally gifted we regard them.
But such a judgment may be altogether misleading, and
I think may be so shown in many concrete cases. Set
against such astandard our natives would be regarded as
having but little natural capacity, would be relegated to a
position far bower than that to which they are entitled, for



30 BLACK AND WHITE IN SOUTH EAST AFRICA

their homes are grass huts, their only weapon a futile
assegal, their utensils a few simple crocks or wooden
vessels, and their clothing, at best, a few skins. Compared
with the complicated contrivances of the white man they
are ridiculously simple, but some of us who know these
people, are aware that when their innate ability is com-
pared with that of many men using all the paraphernalia
of civilization the difference is nothing like so great as
would be indicated by this test.

The Highlanders of the West and Islands often, even
at the present day, live in hovels little better than native
huts ; until recent years their agricultural implements and
utensils were of the most primitive kind, many of the arts
were unknown to them, and yet no one can question the
very high standard of natural ability among these people.
The sons of many a crofter who did not know the use of
a plough, have taken high and distinguished places among
the servants of Empire. And so of the peasantry of the
west of [reland. Their material condition was and is
often below that of our natives, and their knowledge of the
arts and use of implements and tools is extremely limited.
Few, however, would claim a higher standard of mentality
for the clerk or artisan living in a city and using all the
most recent appliances of civilization, than that present,
latent though it be, in the Connemara peasant. Give him a
chance in other surroundingsand he displays all the bright-
ness, quickness, and adaptability of his race.

And we must remember, that many of those who pass
Jjudgment on our natives only see them under great disad-
vantages. They are in the unfamiliar surroundings of a
town, taking part in a life they cannot comprehend, ex-
pected to work for an end they do not understand, and with
tools they have never seen before. The wonder is, not that
they appear stupid, but that they even manage as well as
they usually do. Let the town-bred European who has
condemned them as stupid and unintelligent, go into the
wilds attended only by them, without the manifold helps
and contrivances of civilization, which were not invented
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or designed by him but by the accumulated efforts of
thousands of his progenitors, and he will, I aver, often
be surprised at the knowledge, the resource, the judgment,
the memory—in short, the mental ability and equipment
of those who appeared so dense and stupid in the town.

In some directions they have abilities which have been
recognized by all who have known them well, a power
of reasoned argument which is often surprising, a gift of
selecting the essential in the case and rejecting what is of
no import, unless indeed it suits their purpose to ex-
aggerate and use forensic dodges. They are born orators
and have a surprising gift of language. Their laws and
social customs, though simple, are admirably fitted for
the life they lead, and certainly indicate a power of
adapting means to ends that is by no means of alow order.

In support of my statement that the Abantu have a
wonderful power of expression and reasoned argument, |
give the following quotation from Rev. William C. Hol-
den’s work on * The Past and Future of the Kaffir Races”.
He quotes Mr. Dugmore, a competent authority, who
thus describes a native lawsuit :—

“Then comes the tug of war. The ground is disputed
inch by inch; every assertion is contested; objection
meets objection, and question is opposed by counter-
question, each disputant endeavouring, with surprising
adroitness, to throw the burden of answering on his op-
ponent. The Sccratic method of debate appears in all
its perfection, both parties being equally versed in it
The rival advocates warm as they proceed, sharpening
each other's intellect and kindling each other’s ardour,
till, from the passions that seem enlisted in the contest, a
stranger might suppose the interests of the nation to be
at stake and dependent upon the position.

“When these combatants have spent their strength, or
one of them is overcome inargument, others step in to the
rescue.  The battle is fought over again on different
ground, some point, either of law or evidence, that has
been kept purposely in abeyance, being now brought for-
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ward and perhaps the entire aspect bf the case changed.
The whole of the second day is frequently taken up with
this intellectual gladiatorship, and it closes without any
other result than an exhibition of the relative strength of
the opposing parties. The plaintifi's company retire
again and the defendant and his friends review the posi-
tton.  Should they feel that they have been worsted and
that the case is one that cannot be successfully defended,
they attempt to bring the matter to a conclusion by an
offer of the smallest satisfaction the law allows. This is
usually refused, in expectation of an advance in the offer,
which takes place generally in proportion to the defen-
dant’s anxiety to prevent an appeal. Should the plaintiff
accede to the proposed terms, they are fulfilled; and the
case is closed by a formal declaration of acquiescence,

“If, however, as frequently happens, the case involves
a number of intricate questions that afford room for
quibble, the debates are renewed day by day, till the
plaintiff determines to appeal to the Umpakati who has
charge of the neighbouring district. He proceeds with
his array of advocates to his kraal and the case is restated
in his presence. The defendant confronts him, and the
whole affair'is gone into again on an enlarged scale of
investigation. The history of the case, the history of the
events which led up to it, collateral circumstances, jour-
neyings, visits, conversations, bargains, exchanges, gifts,
promises, threatenings, births, marriages, deaths, that
were taken, made, given or occurred in connexion with
either of the contending parties, or their associates, or
their relatives of the present or past generations, all come
under review ; and before the Court of Appeal has done
with the affair, the history, external and internal, of a
dozen fumilies for the past ten years is made the subject
of conflicting discussion.”

The fact is that up to the present time, their whole
outlock on life has been the antithesis of ours, and even now
they are not prepared to accept our view of life as better
than theirs. To the average native the toils and worries
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of the average European for his average ends are incom-
prehensible.  For a man who could take life as it came,
talking with his friends, attending a dance, visiting his
neighbours, to shut himself in an office and toil and moil
and worry for a lot of things to again take care of,
may be the way of the Abelungu and it may be the right
way for him, but it would be foolishness in the Umuntu,
[t is not our way, he would say, and leave the white man to
his eccentricities. A large and progressive farmer in Natal
was showing a number of agricultural friends over his
farm. Well-tilled fields and excellent crops of various
kinds were seen, treated in up-to-date fashion with fertil-
izers specially suited to the crops. Many questions were
asked, and at last the proprietor had to admit he could
not give detailed answers and his native headman was
called, who described the tillage, the various manures
used, and their proportions to different soils, quite sur-
prising his questioners by his knowledge. After passing
through the well-cultivated fields they came to some
scrubby gardens of the usual native kind and inquired to
whom they belonged. The headman admitted ownership,
and on being asked why he did not cultivate his own as
he did his master's crops, replied, “Oh! I am a native, this
is our way!" But this does not necessarily imply lack
of ability. It does, however, indicate the native point of
view.

Up to the present time it has not appeared worth
while to the native to bother about many of the things so
desirable to the white man. Heis a philosopher: if crops
are plentiful, well and good, he eats and sleeps ; if food is
scarce, he tightens his belt and waits for better times.
Cattle are good, beer is good, and wives are good, but to
curtail his leisure as the white man does for things that
don’t matter is not his way. He is at present asleep, or
better perhaps half-awakened, rubbing his eyes, wonder-
ingly amused at all the novclties he sees around him,
just playing with those that come in his way in a childish
irresponsible fashion.

3
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But he may in time think it is worth while and fully
wake up and surprise us. Races often siumber, they re-
main at the same stage of thought and culture for ages, and
then, responsive to some touch, rouse themselves and make
prodigious advances. During apparent somnolence ac-
cumulation has been going on, and this advance may be
in only one direction or it may be all-round progress.
The conservative native, so far deaf to the allurements
of civilization, may yet surprise us by developing race
ambition, and it may be along altogether unsuspected
hnes. Once or twice in his history he has given the on-
looker little shocks, and more of the unexpected may be
brewing. At all events, one thing is certain, his changed
environment is changing him, he 1s marvellously con-
servative and persistent, but granite may be worn away
by air and water. We may be certain that he has capacity
far beyond what he is called upon to exert in his present
circumstances, and it is extremely improbable that this
capacity is going to lic dormant for all time.

When uncontaminated by contact with the lower
forms of our civilization the native is courteous and polite.
Even to-day, changed for the worse as he is declared to
be by most authorities, a European could ride or walk
alone, unarmed even with a switch, all through the
locations of Natal and Zululand, scores of miles away
from the house of any white man, and receive nothing but
courteous deference from the natives. If he met, as he
certainly would, troops of young men, dressed in all their
barbaric finery, going to wedding or dance, armed with
sticks and shiclds, full of hot young blood, they would still
stand out of the narrow path, giving to the white man
the right of way and saluting as he passed. I have thus
travelled alone all over South East Africa, among thou-
sands of blacks and never aevhite man near, and 1 cannot
remember the natives, even if met in scores or hundreds,
cver disputing the way for a moment, All over Africa,
winding and zigzagging over hill and dale, over grassland
and through forest, from kraal to kraal, and tribe to tribe,
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go the paths of the natives. In these narrow paths worn
in the grass by the feet of the passers, you could travel
from Natal to Benguela and back again to Mombasa.
Only wide enough for one to travel thereon, if opposite
partics mect one must give way ; cheerfully, courteously,
without cringing, often with respectful salute, does the
native stand on one side allowing the white man to pass.
One accepts it without thought; it is the expected, but if
pondered upon it is suggestive of much.

Among themselves they are kindly, hospitable, helpful.
You may have in your employ native servants coming
from different kraals and localities. Friends, boys and
girls, arrive from one of these. The food may be only
sufficient for the workers ; ne special provision is made for
visitors. This happens frequently, yet I never knew the
natives, whether those whose friends the visitors were, or
those who knew them not, complain or even hint at com-
plaint that they were inconvenienced by the visitors either
in the matter of shelter or food. Again, | find that if a
certain native has some regular work to do at a given
time and is necessarily absent, then the others, or some of
them, will, without any special arrangement being made,
take up the work in willing fashion and without fuss, not
apparently regarding 1t as a grievance or calling for any
recognition,

These are traits that indicate character and show a
kindly, hospitable people, helpful to each other. But man
is a complex being, and this same native will often shock
a European by what the latter considers his callousness to
suffering in others. Pain in man or animals which would
call forth all the sympathy of the white man will be passed
by the black man with utter unconcern. The fact seems
to be that much of his carclessness about comfort, and his
indifference to suffering, is cfused by a certain coarseness
of fibre, a hardness that, in these days, the civilized white
man has lost. He is so accustomed to comforts, so unac-
customed to any kind of privation, that what would have
seemed to his forebears matters of indifference are to him

3*
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serious deprivations. With the native, a little less food,
a harder couch, colder or warmer, are not regarded as
of any importance. And pain which would make a white
man quiver, makes little impression on him, nor does he
have much sympathy for itin another. Any close observer
must have been impressed with his indifference to all
these things. Qur dependence on conveniences, artifici-
alities, and our sensitiveness to discomfort and pain are
regarded by some as signs that the natural vigour of the
race 15 departing or being sapped. The native is in no
such case; a race characteristic of some value and of
which we should not lose sight.

I do not feel competent to say how far the language
of the Abantu indicates the position of the people among
the races of the world. It is melodious and copicus and
fully fitted for all the needs of the people. In all that
intimately touches them in their everyday life it is more
full and expressive than our tongue as spoken by the
common people.  Different classes of cattle may be de-
scribed in Zulu by a single word, which would require
several sentences, accompanied by a diagram in English.
The varieties of grass, and grass at various stages, may
be indicated more clearly than would be possible to a
European unless he happened to be a botanist. All this
shows an observant pecple in what immediately concerns
them, a power of observation and a knowledge of what
surrounds them which, though confined to a narrow circle,
is often surprising, and especially is the observer often
taken aback by the extent to which thisknowledge is shared
by the children.

The aptitude and intelligence of native children up to
a certain age has often been remarked upon by thosec
engaged in their instruction and by other observers, Many
claim, or admit, that they are as brightand assimilative as
European children of equal age; but most have to lament
a falling off at or about the age of puberty. Asa ruleit is
at this age or a little before it that the children leave
school, begin work, and go back to their homes.
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How far this alleged falling off is a race characteristic or
merely the result of the cessation of teaching and the effect
of change of life and surroundings is doubtful. It is
claimed that in cases in which the restraints of the edu-
cative process can be continued progress is not stopped,
and many illustrative individua! instances can be given.
[t is not unlikely that in the majority of cases the sexual
atmosphere of their home surroundings, operating at this
critical time of life, absorbs all other interests and desires.
This predicates strong animal propensities, which we know
are present in the race, but does not necessarily indicate
a permanent inability for further progress. Dr. A. H.
Keane attributes this suspension of the mental powers at
the age of adolescence to the premature closing of the
sutures of the skull, which arrests expansion of the brain
and consequently the development of the mental faculties.
This is, to a certain extent, contradicted by the numerous
individual cases of continuous and very remarkable mental
development under continued faveurable conditions. In
his book, published this year, entitled “ The Yellow and
Dark-skinned Races of South Africa,” Dr. G. M. Theal
devotes some attention to this question, and gives extracts
from the evidence given before a Select Committee of the
House of Assembly of the Cape Colony in 1908. Many
expert educationalists who had long worked among the
natives gave their experiences and opinions, but they were
not by any means unanimous, and we are not carried very
far. Some who were actually engaged in native education
and with long experience, were not disposed to admit a
falling away at the age of puberty; others with equal
opportunities of judging accepted it as a fact. Inone of the
very thorough and thoughtful reports of Mr. E. B. Sargant,
who was educational adviser to Lord Milner when High
Commissioner (and which unfortunately seem to have
been forgotten) this question is considered. He calls the
phenomenon mental saturation, and is not inclined to
accept the anatomical and physiological cause mentioned
above. He finds similar premature saturation among
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Europeans, and attributes it largely to a defective system
of education, in which students are crammed with a number
of truths on a great variety of subjects which they are un-
able to assimilate, before they have opportunity or power
to get at facts at first hand and arrange, compare, and
assign their proportionate value to what they have com-
mitted to memory. He argues that if this is the case with
Europeans it is much more likely to be so with natives, and
to this attributes the frequent entry made against the
names of scholars who have abandoned instruction in
Basutoland * Left school tired ", We want more light on
the matter; it is a subject of great and practical interest
carrying weighty issues for the future of the race, and
worthy of further accurate investigation,

I have attempted to give some estimate of the natural
mental capabilities of the Abantu, and [ should now, in
order to make the picture complete, try to convey some
idea of the moral nature of the native and his attitude
towards the supernatural. Anyone who has tried to form
a general estimate of the ethical conceptions and real
religious beliefs of a section of his own race will recognize
the difficulty one is under in dealing with a people so far
apart, and in this respect one which is inarticulate,

The native idea of what is right and wrong is laid
down in the unwritten law of the land—the custom thought
out by the wisest through succeeding generations and
gradually adopted by the nation. These laws dealt with
the relation of the individual to the community, and accord-
ing to the testimony of those who knew the native in his
primitive condition were universally accepted and rarely
infringed. This is sought to be explained by the rigour
of the punishment inflicted for any breach of them,
death being the usual, at times the invariable penalty.
Whether this was the case or not, it is a fact that to-day,
when our punishments are light and often regarded by

*the native as ridiculous, they are a wonderfully law-abid-
ing race. In the Transkeian territories the small number
of police officers to the huge masses of natives is subject
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of remark by all visitors (on an average one policeman to
4000 inhabitants), and the position in Natal is much the
same. Notwithstanding the changed conditions the re-
ports of the Natal magistrates for 1909 are practically
unanimous in stating that serious crime is non-existent,
and even infringement of regulations infrequent.

But questions arise outside the sphere of law, questions
of right or wrong, which come into all lives, black and
white alike, though it may be not so frequently or in such
conscious form in the case of the black man. How does
the native deal with these? Does he feel the promptings
of conscience indicating good and bad, making him feel
more or less distressed if he choose the latter, satisfied if he
decides to take the right course? Many of those who
have moved in and out among these people all their lives
would mock at the question even being asked. The
question of right or wrong they would say never occurs
to the black man, the line of least resistance, the smallest
amount of service possible, the greatest gratification of
his appetites are all that prompt him. Is it so? One
can only, in a case like this, judge from personal experi-
ence. If you find a man who, so far from giving eye
service, may be depended upon to work as faithfully in
your absence as in your presence, he is surely prompted
by conscientious motives. It may cause an incredulous
and superior smile on the part of many who know the
natives when [ say that I know native men who are such
hard, and as we would say of white men, such conscienti-
ous workers, that 1 have to take thought and allot a task
to which their strength is equal, knowing that whatever
| ask, their fullest powers will be put into it, and to so
change the labour, intercalating lighter occupations, that
they shall not be overtasked. If you leave a man in
charge of yout possessions, many of which would be of
great value to him, and he, knowing you could not possibly
check him, faithfully renders account of all, it may fairly
be counted to him for righteousness. And all old colonists
who have the confidence of the natives can tell of numer-
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ous instances of faithful service, honest dealing, self-
sacrifice, disinterested action on the part of natives that,
in a white man, would be counted as the higher morality.
Law-abiding the native certainly is; his severest critic
would admit that, even when the white man’s law seems
objectless he obeys it, and [ must claim that he also obeys
in a far larger number of cases than is commonly ad-
mitted, the higher law of conscience. Give him a specific
trust and seldom does he fail.  In the old days his honesty
in the narrow sense of the term was proverbial, and
large sums of money counted out in the presence of the
natives were placed in their hands and delivered again
intact. I have left all my movable possessions and
house open in their charge for months at a time, and in one
case for over two years, and returned to find everything as
carefully preserved as if 1 had been present, and with an
almost pathetic record of the circumstances attending any
small breakage or loss.

The native has been described as an utter materialist,
without religion of any kind, or any conception beyond
his animal appetities.  This seems to me utterly wrong, he
is linked up to the supernatural in all his actions, is sur-
rounded by the spirits of his fathers; dreams, visions,
and second sight are part of his system of things. Both
good and bad agencies surround him and may be invoked
by those familiar with them ; before an impi goes to war
it must be doctored to get strength and protection {from
the former; when misfortunehappens the agent of thelatter
must be discovered and the cord snapped between the
spirit and himself. So far from being material their whole
life is saturated with the supernatural

The test we apply to religions is first whether those
accepting them have a belief in and a high conception of
the attributes of a Supreme Being, and secondly whether
the religion sc influences life and conduct as to make it
more moral, better, worthier. By these tests we cannot
place the beliefs in the supernatural, and the actions result-
ing therefrom, of the native high in the scale of religions.
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He had a vague idea of a Being above all the spirits he
propitiated, but of his nature he knew nothing and did not
attempt to form any adequate conception ; his attention
was directed to these unseen influences which he con-
sidered as affecting or likely to affect his life and material
wellbeing.  So far from his beliefs leading to a well-ordered
moral life, his fears outweighed his hopes, and the result
was witcheraft with all its suspicions, fears, smelling-out
and murders. These results, to us in these days so appal-
ling, were regarded, as they were by our ancestors but a
few short years ago, as only due protection of the good
against the evil, as moral acts in themselves, and the real
underlying morality of the people should not altogether
be judged by their misconception of the order of things.

[ remember when a large deputation of the far-away
chiefs and headmen of Northern Zululand waited upon
the Natal Native Commission to talk over matters affect-
ing themselves, their chief complaint against the Govern-
ment was that they were not allowed to protect themselves
in the ancient way against evil doers and thus keep the
people and the country clean. They regarded it as
essentially wrong that Government should shield these
bad people and thus leave them at liberty to work their
evil against the good people of the land.

At long intervals in Natal there have happened mur-
dersof white people living isolated lives among the Abantu,
which, when investigated by the Courts, have disclosed
the tremendous hold the belief in witcheraft has among
the people, for, in nearly all cases, these killings have
been to obtain medicine of peculiar virtue. More fre-
quently murders of natives occur, weird with a tragic
fascination, in which people are waylaid, killed, and
their bodies subjected to dissection, to furnish the “ u'muti”
wanted by some doctor who can command the supersti-
tions of the people. The Court inquiries, when such are
held, reveal the intimate faith still held by the Abantu in
their ancestral beliefs.

I have now endeavoured to give in brief the salient
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features of the land inhabited by the Abantu people with
whom we are dealing, and my conception of their chief
characteristics, some knowledge of which is necessary
before we can deal with the problem of our relations to
them. Although as far back as our accurate knowledge of
them goes, they have inhabited the country now occupied
by them, they are not the aborigines of South East Africa.
Before they appeared it was occupied by that mysterious
race of huntsmen, the Bushmen, now entirely extinct in
their old hunting grounds in South East Africa, only re-
maining, if at all, in small parties in the remotest recesses
of the Kalahari desert, far to the west of the country we
are dealing with, protected there by their arid and desolate
surroundings. Well within the memory of living man
they dwelt in the Drakensberg and in the isolated moun-
tains of the Free State, Natal, and Zululand, and as late
as 1868 they raided the cattle and horses of the farmers
about Mool River on the central plateau of Natal. Occa-
sionally, among the natives, one sees an individual with
Bushman-like characteristics, and there is little doubt but
that during the wars of extermination a few women were
saved and taken by the Abantu to wife, accounting for
these individual cases of likeness. But, apart from this
slight intermixture, all that i1s left to indicate that such a
people once dwelt in the land, are their paintings of animals
and men on the walls of the caves and rock shelters in
which they lived. Most singular and characteristic are
these paintings, no other known living race has an art
culture to which it can be likened, and 1 understand from
Professor Henry Balfour, that we bhave to go back to the
Solutre period of the Palzolithic age of Western Europe
before we find any paintings having the same general and
ununistakable characteristics. Between the Bushmen and
Abantu there could be no peace; their mades of hving
were so different that it was impossible for them to occupy
the same country. Gradually these primitive hunters
were driven into the recesses of the most inaccessible
muountains ; from there as game became scive thev roided
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the cattle of their stronger neighbours, who retaliated,
followed them up, and exterminating them wherever found,
they at last disappeared from the land.

Of the history of the various tribes of Ahantu since
they became sole possessors of the land I do not pro-
pose to say much. Except as indicating the character of
the people, it is not greatly to our present purpose,
It would appear that periods of comparative peace were
broken up by times of devastating war. Much depended
on the character of the paramount chief. Under Tyaka,
the Zulus carried the assegat and torch through South
East Africa from the north of Delagoa Bay to the Umzim-
vubu; under Panda they rested in their kraals. The Basuto,
thanks to the sagacity of Moshesh, were less aggressive;
though constantly under arms, they never undertook wars
of conquest, content to defend their mountain home
against the invader. Since the advent of the white man
the mndependent nations and tribes have, one after another,
come beneath his sway—the Gaikas, Gealekas, the Tem-
bus, Bacas, Hlangwenis of the Transkei ; then the Pondos;
the conquest of Zululand followed ; the Swazies are under
his control, and only the Basuto have now a modified in-
dependence under the guidance and protection of the
Imperial Government. All have come into contact with
Europeans and been more or less affected by them,

To make the position of the races to each other clear,
it remains to indicate, in a general way, the race, distri-
bution, and occupation of the white men among whom
the black men live.

In Natal proper to-day there are probably just under
100,000 Europeans and approximately 770,000 blacks, Of
the former the great majority are of British birth or descent,
and almost one half live in the two towns of Durban and
Pietermaritzburg. The European population of the towns
of Natal is, generally speaking, well-to-do.  There is no
labouring class and very little poverty in proportion to
the population, Wages and salaries are high, and even
those who earn the lower rates, artisans and clerks, are
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able to own their own houses. There are no slums, in
the sense the word is used in Europe, and the standard of
living is very high, almost every family, even the poor-
est, having at least one native servant. The bulk of the
country dwellers are engaged in farming, pastoral and
agricultural, the latter gradually extending year by year;
mealies which were, a short time since, only cultivated
for local consumption being now grown for export in
large quantities; wattle tree cultivation for tanning material
is mncreasing by leaps and bounds; and sugar cane and
other crops on the coast yearly take up a larger area of
land. [n the districts of Utrecht and Vryheid the white
populaticn in the country is almost exclusively of Dutch
descent; in Umvoti, Newcastle and Klip-river both races
are represented; in the rest of the colony the white
population, town and country alike, is practically all Bri-
tish. As a class the country residents are well educated,
well-to-do and thriving, and most of them live in a high
standard of comfort. Exception must be made of the
northern districts of Vryheid and Utrecht, where, among
the Dutch-speaking population, there is considerabte pov-
erty, accentuated of late years by the loss of their cattle
through East Coast fever.

The farms, generally speaking, are large, probably
2000 acres may be taken as the average size. Many,
especially in the Thorn country, are not occupied by
Europeans,—they belong to colenists living in other
parts or non-resident in the colony, but full of natives
who pay rent to the proprietors. Natives invariably live
on the farms occupied and cultivated by Europeans as
servants, or tenants, or both.

The distinction made in the descent of the white races
must be borne in mind, as there is a considerable differ-
ence in their mode of life, in their treatment of the native,
and in their ideas of him and his position on the land.

In Zululand the native population is approximately
250,000, and the whites number but a few hundreds.. A
werction of the macdtand portien of the covntry, of which



THE COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPLE 45

the town of Melmoth is the centre and called Proviso B,
was cut up into farms many years ago and occupied
by Dutch farmers. Since the delimitation commission
finished their work, a strip along the railway line on the
coast from the river Tugela to about Empangeni, has
been divided into smaller farms for the cultivation of sugar
cane and occupied by British settlers who employ Indian
or native labour. The total area of Zululand is 6,695,000
acres, of this 3,887,000 acres are reserved for natives and
this land is held by the Zululand Native Trust; 2,808,000
acres are for European occupation. The Dutch farmers
in the upper parts of Zululand are, generally speaking, not
very prosperous. [heir herds have been decimated by
East Coast fever, and excepting in the district of Baban-
ango, it is not a sheep country. Their life and their re-
lations with the natives are cast in the old patriarchal
mould.

The British settlers on the coast are pushing and pro-
gressive, nearly all from Natal proper, and of the same
class as the farmers there.

The European population of the Transvaal is 289,062
according to the census of 1904. The British section of
the people, in the main, reside in the towns, and the
farmers are Dutch. On the Witwatersrand, the centre of
which is Johannesburg and which includes the consider-
able town of Germiston, with Boksburg, Krugersdorp and
many others, the European population numbered 158,578,
though it has probably increased considerably during the
last year or two, all engaged in mining and its cognate in-
dustrial pursuits or in commerce. Here, and to a smaller
extent in Pretoria, there are much greater differences
between the wealth and status of the European inhabit-
ants than in the towns of Natal. The general average of
well-being is high, wages and salaries higher than in
Natal, but there are extremes in wealth and poverty that
do not exist in the Garden Colony. Among the nglish-
speaking portion of the population there are 2 number of
indigent people, uncmployed, unemployable, or existing
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by pandering to the desires of the black man—ilicit liquor
sellers or worse. A large proportion of these come from
oversea, derelicts in their own land and become derelicts
here, but with opportunities for mischief they did not pos-
sess clsewhere. Fortunately, the proportion of married
men among them is not high, but this class is a serious
menace to the moral and physical health of the community.

In both Johannesburg and Pretoria, and to a smaller
extent in the towns outside the arca of the Witwatersrand,
we meet an element entirely absent in the towns of Natal—
the poor Dutch. These people, originally country dwellers,
have gradually drifted into the towns and form communi-
ties on the outskirts, living apart from the ordinary towns-
man.

Before drifting into the towns these people were, in
many cases, bywoners or squatters on the farms of their
more wealthy compatriots, often performing some little
work for the owner in return for permission to live on the
land. In many cases they were poor relations of the
landlord. In early days when land was plentiful, game
abundant, and money could be earned by transport-rid-
ing with wagons and oxen, the position of these people
and their patriarchal relations to the landowner was toler-
able and in keeping with the times. Gradually the land
began to fill up, the landowner wanted his farm for his
numerous sons and sons-in-law, and there was no room
for the bywoner. At the same time, other circumstances
made his position increasingly difficult. The game on
which he lived on the high veldt, and which he hunted in
winter on the low veldt, became scarce to disappearance,
and at the same time railways penetrated the land and
made transport-riding a thing of the past. Then came
the war and dispersed his friends, relations, and family
all over South Africa. The old position on the land could
not be resumed as the one-time wealthy farmer, who
tolerated the bywoner, had himself to struggle to make
a lwving and rebuild his fortunes, so the bywoner drifted
into the outskirts of the towns. lere they live in the
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most miserable dwellings and insanitary and unwholesome
surroundings. In the old times on the farms, or in the
low veldt hunting and trekking with stock, they.had their
place, and, though poor and unthrifty, had knowledge of
game, stock, and the veldt that kept them self-supporting
and self-respecting.  In the town this knowledge was
valueless and they had neither knowledge nor ability that
was of any value in their new environment. They had
no trades or definite occupation, and they had to accept
work of any kind that offered. The worst feature of their
position is, that never having worked in their lives in the
sense in which the word 1s used in Europe, they could not
begin, so they gradually sank and are still sinking. In
their old life the rough work was always done by Kaffirs;
under the old circumstances, the native was practically a
serf, and poor as the whites of this class were, they could
always command him. In the absence of the salutary
discipline of hard work they degenerated and became un-
able to work, and now they drag out miserable lives on
the outskirts of civilization, a cancer in the community.

The Dutch farmers of the high veldt in the districts
of Ermelo, Standerton, and Wakkerstroom are of quite a
different class. In this country all stock, horses, cattle
and sheep thrive and are free from many of the diseases
of the country at a lower altitude ; the severe cold in winter
is the chief drawback, and this, of course, can be minimized
by artificial aids. The farms are large, and the owners, asa
rule, fairly well-to-do. Their sheep are a regular and cer-
tain source of income, and the farmers use their money well,
being thrifty and yet progressive. Physically, mentally,
and in character they are a fine race, the flower of the
Dutch-speaking population of South East Africa. Many
of them, in addition to their high veldt farms, have land
in the middle or low veldt to which they send their flocks
in winter, and on which natives reside, furnishing them
with labour, as but few natives voluntarily live on or care
for the rigours of the high plateau.

In the bush veldt or lower country previously described,
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the farmers, who are all of Dutch descent, are poarer and
usually not such a good stamp as those just mentioned.
Here sheep do not thrive, and there is no industry which
takes the place of wool production with its certain market
and regularincome. In the Zoutpansberg and Waterberg,
and, to a less degree, in the other districts, many of the
country dwellers are very poor, often poverty stricken, and
form the class from which the poor whites of the town are
recruited.  Although the country is not particularly fer-
tile, some few immigrants have shown the older scttlers
that with labour and intelligence much may be dong, but the
curse of Africa is on most of them, they have been brought
up in an atmosphere in which work is despised, and lost
the power to do it. There are natives in plenty, and
they have learned to lean upon the black man for labour
when they should have been working themselves, and
they exploit the natives to keep themselves in idleness.
The easy sources of livelihood of the past, hunting and
transport-riding, are gone, the struggle for existence has
come, and they are unfit and unable to face it.

In the Transkei the buik of the Europeans are in the
northern portion, East Griqualand, an exceptionally well-
watered and fertile country and very healthy for all kinds
of stock. Most of the farmers here originally came from
Natal and are as progressive and prosperous as the best
class in the midlands of that province,

In the native portions of the Transkeian territories, in-
cluding Pondoland, in Swaziland and Basutoland, the
Europeans form but a very small proportion of the popula-
tion, and are practically all officials, traders, or mission-
aries.

A distinction is often drawn between the management
and government of natives by the Dutch and English-
speaking population of the country respectively, and among
the latter one may frequently hear it said the Dutch know
how to manage them, and that as a result the natives
living among the Dutch are more respectful and amenable,
due to the greater strictness with which they are treated.
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There are differences, it is true, but a sweeping general-
ization such as is often heard does not cover the whole
ground, and the comparison made too often does not take
into account the different circumstances 'in which the
majority of the Dutch and British live with their resulting
different relations to the natives..

The former are invariably in South East Africa country
dwellers, living on farms; the native language, character,
and customs are understood by them, and their servants
and dependants live among them and are known to them
personally. More than half those of British birth and
descent are town dwellers, incomers for the most part
from oversea, often unaccustomed to command personal
service, having been indeed themselves servers, and strange
to the native, his language, customs, and ideas. It is true
that this latter class often sadly mishandle the natives;
their treatment is not consistent, they alternate between
familiarity and aggravating and nerve-wearing nagging,
the latter attitude often taken up and persisted in through
misunderstanding, or as a direct result of their own
previous laxity and familiarity. The result is, a bearing
on the part of the native which often approaches insol-
ence, and contrasts very unfavourably with the manner
and behaviour of natives living on the farms of the Dutch,

But the comparison is hardly a fair one; it would be
better to put side by side the attitude towards and treat-
ment of natives by the Dutch and English-speaking people
living under like conditions. If each were asked to putin
set terms their opinion of the basic relations of black and
white, | do not think there would be very much differ-
ence. Nearly all the former and a great majority of
the latter would say, white is white, and black is black;
they had been so created, the former to rule, the latter
to be ruled. A minority of the British, and perhaps a
smaller minority of the Dutch, would admit responsi-
bilities to the native, the former granting he should have
opportunity to advance himself in material things, the
latter that he should have religious and moral teaching.

4
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But it is in their actual treatment of him in their daily
lives that there is a perceptible difference, difficult to de-
scribe and convey to another, and yet clear enough to the
observer, This difference is, I think, due to the outlook
on life of the two white races; and the treatment accorded
to the black man by each resulting therefrom, may be
called the patriarchal and the commercial. The Dutch
farmer, the true Boer, lives his life on and in the land, it
is an end in itself, not the means fo an end ; the farmer of
British birth regards it as a profession, the means to
another end, a competency, a fortune as providing op-
portunity for a life in another and more comfortable and
civilized land, or in any case for travel and enjoyment
elsewhere.

The relations between the farmer of Dutch extraction
and his native dependant, were therefore very rarely put on
a cash basis, both must live; the impugnable position was
that of master and servant, but this being inviolable, the
relations might be very amicable and pleasant and well
suited to both. The British farmer much more frequently
placed the relationship upon a commercial or cash basis,
charged rent, and in labour matters looked, not only for
personal service and fidelity, but for profit for himself out
of labour. The demand for absolute submission by the
Dutch farmer sometimes resulted in forcing it by extreme
cruelty (cases sometimes come before the Courts which
make one throb with indignation) but the usual position
was that he took an interest in the lives and affairs of his
dependants and often made their simple lives comfortable
to them to an extent that was rare in landowners of the
other white race. 1 have often been struck at meetings of
large numbers of Dutch families on occasions such as
Nachtmaals, when the tent wagons were outspanned on
the Kerkplatz, with the apparently pleasant and accepted
relations between the members of the family and the black
servants. The latter, especially the girls, are nearly al-
ways neatly and suitably dressed, are often well trained,
and have a luok of docile confidence and well-doing that
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denotes content and i1s pleasant to witness. Not nearly
s0 often does one see these same relations around the
homestead of the British farmer. There is more “drive,”
modern conditions come into operation, and though busi-
ness fairplay may be granted to the native which would
not be understood by the Dutchman, and though extreme
severity would not be meted out on occasion, I feel that
the patriarchal condition with all its limitations is better
understood and more appreciated by the native.

In the country districts a fair proportion of the Euro-
pean mnhabitants, especially those born in South East
Africa, speak Zulu or Sesuto fluently, and when this is
the case the native tongue forms the medium of communi-
cation between black and white. [t is very seldom that
the native learns and uses the English language, and among
the Europeans to whom this is their mother tongue, a
common medium is found in a broken Zulu locally termed
Kitchen-Kaffir, This patois is now generally understood
by the natives and takes the place in South East Africa
of pidgin-English in the East, or trader Swaheli in Equa-
torial East Africa. When spoken with deliberation, and
great care is taken to instil one’s meaning into the mind
of the native, it is a useful means of communication, and it
is positively wonderful how often the native grasps the
meaning of instructions given in terms which, if analysed,
would be a philological nightmare. Many English-speak-
ing colonists seem to have a repugnance to hearing
natives using the English language, and go so far as to
decline to carry on a conversation in it, and so Kitchen-
Kaffir is invariably the medium used in the towns and is
the rule even in country districts.

Many of the Dutch, on the contrary, expect their
servants to speak in the “ taal ; and as this simple language
i3 easily picked up, it is the rule among them, and the
frequent misunderstandings which arise from the use of
Kitchen-Kaffir, when any attempt is made to utilize it
beyond the simple needs of house or farm, is largely ob-
viated. The language difficulty is one that leads to much

4"
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confusion and waste of time, even when great care and
patience are exercised ; and when, as is so often the case,
inquiries are made or instruction given in unfamiliar
terms, and in a hasty and choleric manner, the results are
exaggerated and confusion becomes worse confounded.

I think I should say something here of the effect of
the climate of South East Africa on the European races
living in the country, for though my chief object is to in-
vestigate the effect of the black man’s presence on the
white race, the climate and other surroundings, in so far
as they may alter the characteristics and affect the vigour,
resiliency, and fertility of the whites, will have a direct
bearing on the final result.

Consider first the healthiness of the country in the
limited sense of its freedom from disease. The high veldt,
in which I include all country over 4500 feet above the
sea, is entirely free from fever and other diseases assoct-
ated with tropical conditions. This country includes
nearly all the Transvaal lying west of the Drakensberg
and south of the Delagoa-Pretoria railway, the whole of
the Eastern Free State which falls within the scope of this
inquiry, the higher parts of Natal, and practically all
Griqualand East.

In the middle veldt I would include the country be-
tween 3000 and 4500 feet above sea-level, and here again
in the southern areas there is complete immunity from
tropical diseases. This healthy southern area includes
the parts of Natal and Zululand lying between these eleva-
tions, and that portion of the Transvaal which is east
of the Drakensberg escarpment. In the bush veldt of the
Transvaal, the country which 15 in this class is doubtful
in proportion to its altitude, the tendency to fever und like
discases decreasing as it rises in elevation,

Country below jooo feet varies in the degree of ree-
dom from disease with its greater or less approach to
tropical conditions.  Almost all Natal, even including the
coast lands, is healthy in this sense, but Zululand is doubt-
ful even in the south, and the further north one goes and
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the lower the altitude the greater the danger. The bush
veldt of the Transvaal becomes more and more dangerous
as we approach the lower levels and, at its worst, is ab-
solutely deadly.

A country may, however, not be unhealthy in the
limited sense in which we have, so far, used the term, viz.
in freedom from actual disease, and yet not be such a one
in which Europeans can live and attain their highest in
physique, stamina, vigour and ability to raise healthy
children fully equal to the parent stock, and [ want briefly
to indicate the conclusions at which | have arrived in this
regard from long-continued observations in South East
Africa.

The high veldt has been inhabited for two generations
by the Dutch. They came principally from the healthy
parts of the Cape Colony and were the more adventurous
and probably the most fit of an exceptionally vigorous and
virile race.  In their new surroundings they raised large
families and the high-veldt-born men and women are the
best testimony to the climate as one eminently suited to
Europeans. As a rule they are a large race with big
frames, probably a larger type of men and women than
any European race, fully equal in this respect to the best
specimens of the yeomen one used to see in the border
counties of England and Scotland or in Ulster. It is
said that the great altitude affects the hearts of those dis-
posed to heart discase, but the health, as well as the
physique of the Dutch when in proper hygienic surround-
ings, seems to show that weakness of any kind is the ex-
ception.

Though our experience with regard to Britons and
their descendants is not of such long duration, observa-
tion seems to show, that men of British race and their
ichildren living in the comparatively bracing climate of the
high veldt, certainly do not deteriorate physically, but grow
to large size and are hcalthy. The high veldt, in this
sense, must be termed a true white man’s country.

In a less degree I would say this of the middle veldt.
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The hardy appearance and large build of both Dutch and
English of the high veldt are not so common here. A
certain swarthiness and lassitude is observable among the
men, and many of the women appear anzmic and seem to
lack stamtna. Under the most favourable conditions of
housing, food and exercise, full vigour may be maintained,
but it is not altogether the gift of the climate, as seems to
be the casc at the higher altitudes.  In summer it is often
very hot and trying, and in towns a change to more brac-
ing conditions is almost necessary to preserve perfect
health.

At the lower elevations, and especially on the coast, the
climate is more trying to the average European. Although
in many places the weather conditions for a large part of
the year are exceedingly pleasant, there is a lack of the
tonic bracing qualities which seem necessary for Euro-
peans in order to attain and preserve the fullest vigour and
energy. In less favourable localities, on the actual coast
belt, the winter is delightful, but the summer months are
extremely hot, and the heat is accompanied by a moist
enervating atmosphere. A man in robust health may, by
attention to the laws of health and by consciously striving
to keep himself fit, maintain perfect health and vigour, but
the weakly, and especially women and children, often
suffer and become anzmic and run down.

Especially is this the case in the towns among those
who live under less favourable conditions and who cannot
fit in their lives to suit the climate. The children born
and nurtured in the coast towns are, too often, below the
standard of their home-born parents, and are somewhat
small framed and lacking in vigour, As a rule the popula-
tion hitherto has been both intelligent and well-to-do, able
to maintain a fairly high standard of living, and moderately
careful to preserve healthy and sanitary surroundings.
Should a population be introduced of a class likely to fall
short in these respects, 1 think it likely, from climatic
reasons alone, the standard of physique, health, and vigour
will hardly be maintained. The cffect of cur special en-
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vironment—the presence of the black man and the altered
conditions he imposes—will be discussed later, and when
we consider that question the effect of climate, which tends
somewhat in the same direction, must not be overlooked.

Having thus analysed the conditions of the different
parts of South East Africa, I would venture to generalize
further, and say that—apart from our special environment
—the effect of climate, even in the higher parts, is to reduce
the briskness and plus-energy shown under harder and
more bracing conditions. That, other things being equal,
a North Briton would be more active and energetic than
a man from the high veldt, the latter than a middle veldt
man, and this managain more so than one born and brought
up on the coast.

Before I leave this part of my subject, broadly de-
scriptive of the condition of black and white to-day, and
before entering into the details of the argument, it may
be well to make a point clear. It has been said that time
will settle the question, that buoyant and resistant as the
native has hitherto been to the evil effects of civilization,
so destructive to many primitive races, he will succumb
at last and thus our problem be solved. That, as his
increase lessens that of the white man will continuc; and
that the latter, as the country develops, will be augmented
by immigration from oversea. Whether we view such a
consummation with equanimity or not it should be ex-
amined at this stage of our inquiry.

The natural mind loves an inclusive and unqualified
generalization. The somewhat comfortable theory that
the black and coloured races always die away before the
white man, often in some mysterious way for which the
latter is in no sort responsible, is very generally accepted.
One may even read in responsible works on sociological
subjects the Maori, Red Indian, the Australian black
linked up with the Kaffir as all solving the question by
leaving the arena open to the European in this very
simple fashion.

If there are any clear indications that the Abantu
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people of South East Africa are going the way of the Red
Man, the Australian black, and the Polynesian, dying out
before the white man and his civilization, then the native
problem, though serious enough to-day, and likely to be
so for a long time to come, will ultimately solve itself.

I have already given my opinion of the physical
standard of these people, which 1 rate very highly; on
this and their fecundity the answer to this question
largely depends.

‘ The decline and disappearance of the races who have

gonc down before the white man seems to be due to scveral
causes. They were unable to make a place for themselves
in his civilization ; their conception of life was, as in the
case of the Red Man, so utterly different, that exterminat-
ing war seemed the only condition possible between them.
Then the introduction of European drink has been a factor
of prime importance in the decline of all primitive races
who have disappeared beforc the European.  The third
and perhaps chief cause has been the introduction of
diseases hitherto unknown to the natives, but to which
the white man, through ages of familiarity, was resistant
or comparatively immune.

To my mind none of these causes are going to have
the same cffect on the Abantu as they have had on many
other primitive peoples. They have shown clearly
enough in the past, that they have a power of persistence
that was not present in the Australian aborigine, the
Maori, the Polynesian, or the Red Man ; that, though con-
servative, they are wonderfully adaptable ; that, whilst the
ideal life for them is the pastoral life of the kraal, they
can adopt the role of labourer in city or country without,
so far, any dire race results following. Such a change of
life and environment as would follow continuous town
life would doubtless, in time, affect their general physical
well-being and cause a certain amount of deterioration,
possibly in time lower the rate of increase, but it will be
a long time in South Africa ere such conditions affect a
large number of the Abantu. The vast majority will, for
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the greater part of their lives, dwell in healthy surround-
ings, surroundings probably quite as conducive to health
and increase as the environment of the majority of the
whites. Lack of power to adapt themselves to the
changed conditions set up by Europeans is not going to
solve our problem.

The unrestricted supply of European liquor to natives
would have a most pernicious effect upon them, and we
may admit would probably reduce the race virility and
fecundity. But whether in a race so strong and accus-
tomed, for generations back, to consume a certain amount
of alcohol it would amount to a serious reduction in their
numbers and rate of increase may well be questioned. [t
is a matter largely of personal opinion; for myself, I do
not think so. 1 have never heard that the natives resident
in the Cape Colony proper, who have access to drink,
arc threatened with extermination, or that the negroes of
the United States are, as a race, likely to die out from
this cause. But, after all, is it not an academic question ?
The white man of South East Africa is not going to allow
the black man to have free access to liquor. His con-
science, his desire for the security of his home, his
interests, are all against it, and we may dismiss, once for
all, the theory that there is any possibility of the Abantu
being removed from Africa by the strong drink of the
European.

There remains the question of disease, especially
new diseases of which the race has not had experience,
for it is this class which caused the tremendous mortality
amongst other primitive peoples. The most virulent of
these diseases are probably tuberculosis, syphilis, and
smallpox. To all three the native is, in a measure, ac-
customed, and already there has been a sufficient time
elapsed to give us some idea of the mortality likely to be
induced by them. The rcports of the district surgeons
show that the two first named are probably extending ; the
use of clothing without being able to command sufficient
change to ensure cleanliness, the habit of remaining in wet
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garments, are doing much to cause the spread of lung
trouble, access to towns and the immoral habits en-
gendered are carrying the latter to the one-time clean
homes of the Abantu.

Every well-wisher of this fine people will deplore
causes likely Lo result in deterioration of their naturally
fine physique ; and whatever Government may be in power,
remedial action in regard to these diseases will un-
doubtedly be taken, and everything possible done to
check deterioration and death which may ensue. But,
granting a certain mortality from these causes, the ques-
tion for us is whether, as in the case of other races, it is
going to wipe them out, or even cause decrcasc in
numbers. There is nothing, so far, to show that any of
these three diseases, or any other with which we are so
far acquainted, is going to have much more effect on the
Abantu of South East Africa than they have had among
Europeans or the negroes of the Southern States. Their
resistant power may possibly not be so high as among
Europeans, but it is quite sufficient to prevent race cal-
amity from this cause,

To balance any loss over and above what would be
present among Europeans, we have to place their fecundity.
All statistics in European countries go to show a gradual,
in some cases a rapid, decline of the birth-rate. The
generally accepted belief of the ordinary man, based on
observation, that smaller families than in the days of our
fathers are now the rule, is amply proved by statistics,
and not only in Europe but among those of European
descent in the United States and all the British Colonies,
By some this is regarded as the most disquieting factor
in modern social life—the limited and reluctant re-
sponse of the best races to the demand of the race for
perpetuation in sufficient numbers to achieve their destiny.
Although this factor is modified by the reduced death rate,
especially among infants, it must be remembered in con-
sidering the chances of the increase of whitc and black
respectively in the subcontinent,
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It must, however, at present be limited to Europeans
of British descent, and more especially those living in
towns. In the country more natural conditions prevail
and it is not so pronounced a factor. Entire freedom
from whatever is causing smaller families must, however,
be claimed for the country Dutch—the true Boers. Ex-
cepting perhaps the French-Canadian habitants, no people
of European descent is so prolific as the South African
Dutch. Al marry at an early age, and families numbering
between twelve and twenty children are quite common, and
small families—the pigeon pair of the comfort-loving
British middle class—are almost unknown. How far this
will continue in the rapidly changing conditions of their life
in South Africa experience only can show. But judging
from ail that has happened elsewhere among peoples of
kindred stock, the changing environment and the ab-
sorption of new ideas will mean smaller and smaller
families.

The diminishing birth-rate among the comfortable and
well-to-do classes of European races is attributed largely
to the desire on the part of parents that their children
should inherit or begin life in at least the same standard
of comfort in which they had been reared. There appears
to be a recognition, conscivus or unconscious, that large
families connote a fiercer struggle on their part and that
of their offspring to retain this position or attain a higher
social and financial standing.

Until lately these considerations did not weigh with
the Dutch-speaking population of South East Africa.
All were farmers, living a simple, unostentatious, non-
competitive life. The emulation in houses, furniture,
style, society, so marked a feature of communities of
similar race elsewhere, had little force in their lives.
When they became prosperous, a higher standard was
often followed, but even in these cases expenditure seldom
went beyond. a simple, somewhat austere comfort, in-
creased earnings and accumulation went generally to pur-
chase more land, not for speculation, but with the object
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of settling thereon their sons and their families to live
the old life.

However some of us may deplore it, this healthy patri-
archal simple life, making for many virtues all too scarce
to-day, is becoming less and less possible, The large
farms with their possibilities of an easy pastoral life are
being subdivided, and on all sides modern civilization
with its emulations and ambitions is impinging on the
pioneer. It seems hardly possible {or the Boer, con-
servative as he is, even with the support of the Church,
whose great influence is on the side of the old life, to
stand against modern influences.  The tendency will then
be to contract the numbers of the family, and a reduction
in the future of the high rate of increase which has been
so marked a feature in the past, and which has done so
much for the settlement of South Africa and the peopling
of its waste spaces with this virile and solid race.

The Abantu are a prolific people not hampered in
their progress by the considerations which have so seri-
ously diminished the increase among many Europeans,
Every woman marries and an unmarried adult man is
rare.  Accurate statistics are not readily available, but
the fact of their rapid increase in numbers is so apparent
that colonists looking around for some reason have often
ascribed it to polygamy; and fecling that this apparently
supernormal increase was inimical to the interests of
their own race, have on this ground advocated the aboli-
tion of polygamy. It is remarkable how widely this
theory is held, and especially remarkable as it requires
but little thought to see that polygamy qua polygamy
cannot account for a higher rate of increase than if mono-
gamy was the universal custom. [t is the females of a
race who are the great factor in race increase, and if, as in
the case of the Abantu, every woman is married as she
comes to the age of puberty, then it matters little whether
she is one of the wives of a polygamist or the only wife
of a monogamist; indeed for certain reasons, which need
not be detailed here, the probability is that the increase
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of the race is greater under the latter than under the
former system.

Dr. G. M. Theal some years ago addressed a series of
questions to men acquainted with natives and their life
through the native affairs department of the Cape Colony.
One of these questions referred to polygamy, which we
are now discussing, and was thus put by Dr. Theal—
“What is the average number of children of women
married (a) to monogamists, (0} to polygamists? In the
reply to this query please state the number of women from
whom the calculations are made. The greater the number
the better, but care must, of course, be taken not to include
women who are still capable of child-bearing. The only
reliable plan will be to question the old women and
ascertain how many children she has given birth to and
how many wives her husband has had. 1f the husband
was a monogamist note whether Christianity had been
embraced. The greatest possible accuracy is requisite to
make the reply to this query of value.”

Among the replies was one from Mr. Donald Strachan
of Umzinkuly, one of the oldest European residents in
East Griqualand, known all over the Transkeian territories
and Natal as one having exceptional knowledge of, and in-
fluence with the natives. As Dr. Theal remarks, his answer
was of exceptional value, and evident pains had been taken
to obtain reliable information. Mr. Strachan made a return
embracing 393 women, the wives or widows of mono-
gamists, and 591 women the wives or widows of poly-
gamists. The 393 women, wives of monogamists, had
borne 2223 children or an average of 5°65 to each woman,
The 391 women, wives of polygamists, had borne 3298
children, that is an average of 558 children to each woman.
Neither monogamy nor polygamy in this authentic case
made any appreciable difference in the birth rate.

The numbers of the sexes born among the natives is
practically what it is among Europeans, probably an
average of 106 females for each 1oo males, which under
a social system providing that the normal hfe of every
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man is marriage, is not a great super-abundance of females
to provide for the polygamist. The actual result of the
system as it stands is that, as a means of production, it
is probably ncarly perfect, for some statistics show the
number of women who have never borne children is less
than 3 per cent of the whole! Our common observa-
tion will make it clear to us that the proportion among
Europeans is, at least, four or five times as high,

But the amount of polygamy among the natives has
been much exaggerated; the majority are monogamists,
and the practice of polygamy, under various influences,
1s becoming less common.

The following table is a comparison of the position in
Natal in 1905 and 190G :—

1905 over
Total marriages 1st wife, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, sth, 6th, 7th, Bth, gth, 1oth, 10
6404, 3744, 1285, 355, 116, 54, 1o, g, 4, 0, I 5

or a total of 1834 polygamous marriages as against 3744
who were marrying their first wife,
In 1909 the position was as under :—
OVET
Total marriages 1st wife, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, sth, 6th, 7th, Bth, gth, 1ath, 10
5g31. 3465, 1061, 297, 97, 29, 20, 5, 5 I, g, i

or a total of 1525 marriages of wives beyond the first as
compared with 3465 who were taking their first wife.

Dr. Theal deliberately gives as his opinion that in the
middle of the nineteenth century we had in the Abantu
“‘a people possessing greater power of increasing their
number rapidly than any other on the face of the earth™.
He recognizes the probability that this fecundity will
decrease as time goes on, but evidently thinks that, even
under changed and in some respects less favourable condi-
tions, rapid increase will continue with settled and stable
government which prevents the wholesale decimation by
war and witcheraft of past times.

He makes a comparison of the number of children
under fifteen with that of females over fifteen years of age.
It is a comparison not usually made but bears out his
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contention given above. The table was compiled in
1881 —

England and Wales . . . . . 1I0°17
Canada . . . . . . . . 124'73
United States (European) . . . . 130776
Australia . . . . . . . 14502
Abantu of S, Africa under least favourable
conditions . . . . . . 16993
New Zealand . . . . . .o77I6
Abantu under most favourable conditions . 19500

Granting then a virile people, all the women of
whom marry, who exercise no artificial restraints, but to
whom a man child is strength to the clan and a woman
child more cattle in the kraal, increase by birth must be
rapid. Statistics, as I said before, are difficult to obtain,
they are often guesses and not brought up to date, and
from them it would not be possible to say exactly how
rapid this increase may be, but it is undoubtedly great,
though apparently varying in different parts of South East
Africa. Every year in Natal and Zululand the hut tax
returns are greater, and though registration of births and
deaths is very faulty, the births always greatly exceed the
deaths.

It would appear, as far as can be ascertained, that
during the last five years in Natal proper, nearly 140,000
natives have been born and some 65,000 have died out of
a population averaging during that period some 730,000
souls. The birth rate per 1000 would thus be 37'42 and
the death rate 1776 for this period. Infant mortality
was and is very high: out of a total number of 138,080
born from 1905 to 1909, 21,805 died before reaching the
age of one year. This tremendous mortality has been
allowed for in our previous figures, which show that to
a population of 730,000, 15,000 are added every year
According to the report of the health officer, the native
population of Natal will double itself every thirty-seven
years, This is borne out by the increase in the number
of kraals, which were 60,003 in 1905 and 70,087 in 1909.
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The rate of increase seems to be higher in the Cape
Colony. In 1891 the native population was 838,136; and
in 1904, 1,158,080, or an increase of 25°24 per thousand
yearly, thus doubling the population in a little less than
28 years. But the increase is most marvellous in Basuto-
land. Sir Godfrey Lagden gives the following figures in
his book on the Basuto :—

In 1891, 218,324 ; in 1904, 347,731, or a doubling of the
population in a little under twenty years!

It is difficult to account for these very different rates of
increase, but they all go to establish what we must take
as a fact, that the native increase in different areas and
under different conditions is everywhere large and in
some cases phenomenal.

Not then by the dying out of the Abantu are we going
to solve our problem. What appears on the surface is
supported by statistics, confirmed by full observation and
inquiry. Woe have here a race who can persist against
strange or untoward conditions, are resistant against
disease, so fertile that every year they make up for all
drawbacks and losses and add another horde to the race.
Our problem includes the fact that the disproportion
between white and black in South East Africa is not
going to be altered by the failure of the black man to
propagate his race.



CHAPTER Iil.

TRIBALISM—THE OLD SOCIALIST AND THE NEW
EINDIVIDUALIST.

A TrRavELLER along the roads of Natal and Zululand, will
sometimes come across a cavalcade of ten or a dozen
natives, dressed in all kinds of heterogeneous garments,
some in blankets only, mounted on rough ponies, follow-
ing a single horseman who is often of large proportions
and dressed in European riding costume. This is the
chief and his body-guard, his counsellors and praisers.
He breaks into a hand gallop, and after him clatter as
hard as they can follow the tail, one or more shouting at
full pitch the name and titles of his chief, his bravery,
generosity, his power and wealth. They arrive at a little
store remote in the wilds, kept by a Kuropean. The
chief dismounts and his followers salute vociferously as he
enters the store. Though evidently fully conscious of
his standing and position—even did he desire to forget it
his praisers would not allow him to do so—he is respect-
ful to the white man, making no pretence at cquality
with him—a few purchascs are made, possibly the re-
tainers are treated, then boot and saddle is called, and
away they clatter down the stony road to their home in
the depths of the native location.

Trekking slowly along the road on the grassy uplands
beyond the Umhlatuzi in Zululand, we met files of
natives carrying all kinds of gear and food. One boy a
stool, another a few mats, another a huge piece of beef.
A gap, then came another gang, similarly laden, singing
as they went. Hundreds were thus passed and there
was much conjecture as to the reason of this unusual
migration. At last, surrounded by old, digmfied, astute-

63 5
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looking counsellors and chiefs, came the one to whom all
these people were voluntarily and gladly giving their
unrecompensed service, Dinuzuly, the child of the Royal
House, the man who, to them, stood for their race.

On a small plain, at the foot of a huge fantastic
mountain whose bastions glittered in the sun, were
numerous ponies grazing, and a great crowd of men and
boys gathered on a cleared space and beating with sticks
the collected grain. They were of the Basuto race, and
engaged, for the honour of the clan, in threshing the
harvest of a son of Moshesh.

Scenes such as these may be observed in all the more
remote parts of South East Africa where the people still
live, as did their fathers, recegnizing their kinship in the
tribe and the chief as the visible embodiment of their
communal life.  All their life is centred in the tribal
organization; they live, not unto themselves, but to the
tribe and chief, and unless the depth of this attachment
is recognized, the true inwardness of the black man’s life,
mentality, and ideals will be missed. 1 suppose no white
man can fully understand the attitude of the native to
his clan. Judging from innumerable instances of fidelity,
self-sacrifice, even immolation, there must be fibres in
the being of the native, responding at once to the social
call, which are either non-existent or are never similarly
touched in the white man. At the call of his hereditary
chief, the strong but subordinate claims of wife and child,
the allurements of cattle and girls are forgotten, no
personal advantage, no comforts are considered—the
chief as representing themselves—the whole body, of
which they form an integral and indissoluble part—has
called, all is thrown aside and jubitantly the tribesmen
respond.

The white man has his attachment to the town or
county in which he was born and reared, and his larger
patriotism to the country to which he belongs. But he
demands individual rights, and his energies are mainly
devoted to obtaining for himself and family better material
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conditions, a greater social recognition; he is by race,
upbringing, environment, an Individualist. In proportion
to the time, thought, emotion he devotes to his private
and personal ends, that given to the community is small,
The native as he was, and as he largely is, cannot con-
ceive that he has rights against those of the tribe, de-
votes only a small portion of his time to actual personal
ends, realizes his life in the tribe and in his chief, and is,
in every fibre of his being, a Socialist.

In essence, the tribal system is the same throughout
all the people we are considering, whether belonging to
the Zulu or Basuto side of the Abantu. In the former it
may be said generally the chief has more autocratic
power; 1n the latter the people, through the counsellors,
exercise a greater restraint on the actions of the chief,
but, with minor distinctions, the system is the same, and
in both branches it is woven into the very being of the
people.

At the base of the system is the family, of which the
head of the kraal 1s the responsible unit.  He may have
one or more wives, gencrally speaking as many as he can
obtain, the necessary cattle with which to pay the lobolo
being the only impediment. The wives take their status
according to ancient custem, and both they and their
children are under the direct rule of the kraal head. The
boys and young men have recognized duties, the girls and
unmarried women their understood work. Cattle and
other property 1s given to the house of each wife, which
then belongs to it, but the bulk remains the property of
the kraal, vested in its head. In old days, before work for
wages was known, the question of ownership of such
earnings did not arise. Now it is generally understood
that in the case of the younger members of the family
they belong to the father; as they get older a proportion
is reserved to the individual, but this varies according as
individualistic ideas have invaded and broken down the
old conceptions.

Un the other hand, it was the duty of the father to, at

5*
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least, materially assist his sons to the acquirement of the
cattle necessary to procure a wife.

In family matters it lay upon the kraal head to keep
order and maintain discipline, and in this direction he had
considerable power. He was, in matters affecting the
tribe, responsible for the behaviour of the inmates of his
kraal, and under obligation to report to the induna of his
district and through him to the chief, any matters coming
to his knowledge affecting or likely to affect the tribe as
a whole. To enable him so to do, it behoved every kraal
resident to report at once such matters to the kraal head.

The continuity of the family was secured by a recog-
nized system of devolution, the eldest son of the principal
wife being the heir. He not only took the place of his
father in respect to the use and enjoyment of property, but
undertook his responsibilities and duties, and if there were
any liabilities, financial or otherwise, he had to shoulder
them. Among natives debt never dies, the individual
incurring the debt may die, but his representative, the
one who takes his place, takes it in respect of all respon-
sibilities as well as privileges.

I think perhaps this particular feature of native life
will bring home to the average reader the radical difference
between his outlook and that of the black man; with us
to every man his own responsibility, the individualistic;
with him the responsibility of the family, the socialistic,
With us the individual may free himself from all his
liabilities by surrender, and such surrender will only
include what can be proved to belong to him—the estate
of his wife, of his son, i1s their own and free; the latter
may be rich though the head of the house may be dragged
through the bankruptcy court. To a native, this would
be unthinkable, as is the process by which a man can
repudiate debts he has contracted and yet be blameless.
For him there is no such relief, if he cannot pay to-day
he must to-morrow, and if he dies bic won puiet tike o
the family burden after him.

I have known of cases in which a man contracied a
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small debt, and careless or unable to pay at the time let it
run on. The lender, a white man, charged interest at
usurious rates and the debt accumulated. Demand was
made, judgment obtained, and the debtor’s effects were sold
up, including his growing crops. At a forced sale, right
away in the location, they realized a mere fraction of their
value, and though stripped of everything the debt re-
mained, nay was daily increasing by addition of com-
pound interest. 1 have known such a debt twenty years
old and at the end of the time be six times the amount
of the original sum, and yet the debtor had been sold
up three times. The debtor died and his son took on the
burden ; it was his father’s and it belonged to him. What
would a white man do or think if he were in such a case ?

. A certain number of kraals in one district are generally
treated as a unit, and over them is a headman recognized
by the chief of the tribe, and in turn responsible for the
district, as the several kraal heads are for their individual
families.

Agarmn, above these is the chief to whom the whole
tribe looks. In no part of South East Africa have the
chiefs the power they had under native regime, and their
power is usually in inverse ratio to their contact with the
white man, his government, and his individualistic
methods. In Basutoland and Zululand their power, pres-
tige, and authority are greater than in Natal, and in Natal it
ts greater than in the Transkei. Every nativein Natal who
has not been specially exempted from native law by passing
certain tests and being personally approved by the Su-
preme Chief, must be attached to some tribe, no matter
whether he lives in a house or hut, is a barbarian or
civilized. It appears singular to those to whom tribalism
connotes barbarism to find that civilized and Christian
natives, living in surroundings at least as advanced as
those of some of the peasantry of Europe, are part of the
following of a chief and subject to his jurisdiction, liable,
among other things, to be called out by him for compulsory
labour on the roads. But so itis, and though some of
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the advanced natives desire and obtain emancipation, the
tribal idea is so ingrained in their being that they accept
the position of tribesmen and its limitations and obligations
with what appears to the European marvellous resigna-
tion.

According to native custom the people of the tribe be-
long to the chief; he has a right to service under certain
conditions, can call them out to war, can punish for offences
against himself and the tribe. Men who would disdzin to
do-certain menial labour, which was accounted the work of
women, for themselves, will willingly give such service to
the chief if called upon to do so. His exact powers varied
with different tribes and at different times among the
same tribe, and much depended on his character and
personality. Zulu history shows that a tyrant may de-
luge his country with blood, no man being safe from his
oppression, and be followed by others whose rule was mild
by comparisen. This has probably been the history of
chieftainship among the Abantu in the past. A warlike
and sanguinary despot has laid a heavy yoke on his
people, and was tolerated while in the full tide of his
strength ; when it became unb