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818 BUDGET, 1917-18.
' [ The President. ) [23w0 Maxcm, 1017.]

the pleasant features of political lifo—and I bave never kuown it absent—that
men, whatever their opinions, can recogunise and acknowledge, when the dust
and sound of strife have subsided, the virtues of those with whom they may
have profoundly disagreed. I feel then I am.voicing you as well as mysolf
when I wish Sir Beginald Godspeed and gcod-luck.

“ And now for ourselves. Pereun! ef imputaninr,—the hours pass and
are laid to our account. Our Session is past and over. I trust and hope it will
be accounted to us for righteousness.

“ Before I sit down, let me read to you a message which reached me
yesterday from the Hon’ble Mr. Lloyd-George—

I wish, on bebalf of the British Government, to express to the Government and the
Eeople of India our most sincere gratitude for the magnificent contribution which Iadia
28 just made to ﬁnancin¥ of the war. Coming in addition to the enthusisern and logalty
manifested throughout India on the outbreak of war and to the invaluable military servioes
since rendered by the Indian army, this gift is to us & moving proof that ladia shares
whole-heartedly with the other subjects of the Crown in the ideals for which we ars fighting
in this war. That India should come forward of her own socord at this crisis and render
guch real and opportune assistance is not only s source of sincere satisfaction to His Majesty’s
Government, but must produce s better mutnal understanding among all the races and
peoples under the British Crown.” ”

The Council adjourned sine die.

A. P. MUDDIMAN,

Seoretary to the Government of India,
Legislative Departmend.
Derar:

The 29th March, 1917.

8.G. P.1, Delbi—No, 877 L, D.~808-1917--750.
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Resolution re immediate adoption of certain reforms by the —

Frui, Hox'ste Ms. G, B. H.—

Oat;h Of Oﬁce . - . . . . . . v . .
FiNANCE AND Cim_u:xcr CoMMISSION, INDIAR=—~
Question re report of the — . . ‘ . .
FiNaxciaL StaTBmMeENT ror 1917-18—
Presented . . . . ' . . ' . .
F ‘il‘Bt ataiga - - * L ] - » - . -

" Becond stage . ’ . . . . . . .

FisHING RESOCRCES =

Question re agricultural and — of Indin .
{Question re = of the Bay of Bengal and the Indian Ocean

ForEian AND Potrtical DEPARTMENT =

Question re Hindus and Mussalmans employed in ==

FeerGHT (Rauway a¥n INLaND Steau-Vesser) Tix Bmi, TH9—

Motion for leave to introduce .
Introdlted . . .
Motion to publish . .
Taken into consideraticn .

I’aﬁued, _'_'-.' .g .

I S R )
-

- 8 @& &

- s & m

576342

2006207
851393

378
$02—408,
138472

817

62, &3
812, 712
134

19
19
1920
20

73
73

230, 313
50, 51

2233—-21]

69

475-—-51%
b56—5"9
564580

18
42

314

503 - 594
594
594
661
651



Fripay Peaverg—

Question re leave to Muossalmans to attend — e . . .

Fosmmar Exresses—
Question re — of Indian soldierg . . . . T

G
Gawpiz, Ho¥'sie Mz R. A —
Oathof Office . . . . . . o« « . .
[ ]
Gruas, Hov'siz Sz RoBEer— b
Financial Statement, 1917-18 . . . .
Freight (Railoay and Inhnd Stelm-veasel) 'l'n Bl.ll . - -
Oath of Office . . . - -

Grass-Browszs—

Question re training of Indian boys as — . . . .

GoLp Staypand BEEsEzvE—
thﬁon ré¢ — . - - . - - - - -

Govessurst or Ixpia—
Qunestion re the Delld to Simla mova . . . - . .

Goverywurxt of Ixpla (Avuwpurar) Buis, Tez—
Q.u&ion e — . - . . - . - - -

Giasr, Hox’siz Nr. A. Ho—

Oath of Oifice . . . . . . . . . .
H
Hu—
Question r¢ — and Barawafat holidags = . . ' .
Hiqre, Hox'sre Mz, Mazgarur—
Defence Force Bill, The Indian . . . . . . -
Oath of Office . . . P . . - -
_ Patms Umvu'mty Bill, 'l'he
.Resolution r¢ amendment of the rules undex thee Defence of Imlm Act,
1915 .,
Resolution re appomlmmt of a Governor in Gouncﬂ for the Umted
Provinces of Agra and Oundh . .

Resolution re primary education . . . . . . .

" Higxsri, Hox’pie Mz 8. R.—
path of Office . - . . - . . . . -

Hiw, Hox’piz S CravDB—

Financial Statement, 1917-18
Resolution re extension of the scdpe of the oommmon on Universities
Statement showing the number of lsave and other vacancies that have
occurred in the ranks of the Indian Agricultaral Service daring the
last 10 a.ndthepmporuonthaeof which hss been filled by

members of Provincial or Subordinate Agncnitural Services . .

Hrxpo awp Disrosirion or ProrERYY ﬂ'u., THE—
Beferred to Select Committee . . - . .

Report of Select Commitiee pmaenhed < . .. :

Taken into consideration . . . . . .

lel - . - . - - . . - . .
Hopwar—

Question ry gazettod — of 1dal-Fitr . . . . . .

157

283

584—536
593—594, 681
2

157

834—335

2

98, 171—172
$61—362

399—100

£02, 468169

564—571
338—3s9

671, 709

2323
96
99104
104

74



p &1

Horipay CONCEasions—
Question re = for third class passsngers . . . . .

Howazp, How'sus Me. H. P.—
M d Om“ - . [ ] - - - ’ [ ] . ]

Ip-vr-Fire—
Question re gazetted holiday of — . .. . - v .

IurEeAL AND Prowixciar Exscurive anp Lzarstanive Counciig—
' Question re changes in the constitution of the — after the war .

Iurrgr1al TacistaTiva CoURCIL =

Question re laying on the table of replies to questions in Couneil .
Question re non-official bills, resolutions and supplementary questions

Question re representation of the landholders of Asearn on the =
Question re representation of the Moslems of Amn: on the — , .
Question re separate electorntes for Rohri Mahomedans . . .

Turzeian Lispary, CalcuTTA=—
Question re placing of tha — on an equality with she British Muum

&‘nd Indm Oﬂioe lemu . [} . [ - . )

IurORT AND Exrou or Goops B, THE-=
Motion for leave to introduce .

Intmdﬂwd - . . .. N : - : .

Taken into eonsldemtmn . . . . . . . .

P med - - [ ] .. . L L] L] _.
Incoye-Tax—

.'

Question re — .
Question e refand of noney deduoted on aosount of — from interest
on Government paper, ete. = . . . . . . .

Incour-Tax (AmeNpumENT) Birt, Tom INDIAN—

Motion for leave to introduce . .
Intl'oduced ' . ' . .
Referred to Select Commnttee . .
Report of Seleet Committee presented

Taken into consideration . . . . . -

Pﬂssed . - . . . N . . ']
Inn.munnn EMigRATION—

Qqestion re Indian w= . . . . . . .
INDENTURED LAROUR-=

Question re em:grahon and — . . . . .

Question re Indian — .. e

Question re roecruitment of labonr nnﬂar mdenture . R .

INDIAN ABMY—
Question re number of Eindus, Mubammadans and Biklts recruited

m the — - . . . -
Question re recruits for the — from the I’nn]ab .z . -

INDIARE—

Question re emplnyment of — in ecertain Imperial Services . .
Question r¢ traming of Indian boys as glaas-blowers . . '

Inpusteisr CoumiesioN, INDLAN=- -
Question re = . . . . . . . . .

134

(L)

48, 48

. 81
17, 106=107
%

7

(]

148 .

20-21
3%
21
21

527
13

513
614
615--516
632
532587
637

317318

-

878, 712
674
155, 166

407
318

408
78

" 1568159



INDUSTRIE e
Question re appointment of Boards of Scxentlsh for tho developmont
of Indian — . .
Question re decennis! census of productmn . . o« s
Question re grant of subsidies to Indian — . B L
InpaND STEAR-VEISELS BiLL, THE—
Motion for leave to introduce . . . . '
Introduwtl . . . - . . . . .
Moﬁon to Publish . [ . - - . - -
Taken into congideration . . . . . . . .
Passed L] L . - » - . L] [ ] [ 2 L]
- InsrrTUTE OF SciENOE, INDIAN— .
Question re — at Bangalore . . . . . . .
IaB1GaTION 'WORKS——
Question re expenditure on - , . . e e e
J
JenyiNegs, Hon’sre Mz. J. G.— ' ‘
Oath of Office . . . . . . ¥ .
I .
J nuun Hox’sLe MR, MAEOMED ALl—~ . T

Amendments of the Rules for the Conduct of Legmlatxve Buamﬁs .

Budget speech . . . . . ' .
Defence Foree Bill, The Indian . - . . .
Hindu and Mussalman Disposition of Property Bl . . .

Qath of Office

Resolution re amendment of the Rules under the Defence of India Acb,
1915 . .

Resolution re a.ppcmtment of a Governor in Council ‘for the Umted
Provmoes Of Agm Bnd Oudh * . * - » -

Resolution r¢ primary education . .

Resolution re the Royal Commission on ‘the Pabiie Servxcea

Resolution re University at Dacea . . . . .

Jopic1an anp Execurive FUNCTIONS— )
‘Question re separation of — . ' . . . . .

-J u'rn—-

Question re contract with Messrs. Ralli Brothera for mpply of — to
the Dundee mills , . . .

K

Kesteven, HoN’sre Mz. C. ﬁ.— :
Oath of Office . . e % . T

Kine or Oupe’s Esrate VaLbatioN Birr, Tay—
Motion for leave to introduce ~ .

Introduced . . . . : . : . C :

Motlon tﬂ Publlsh . . x . . .. - . -

Taken mtlo eomdemtlon . . . . . . . -

7 Pﬂﬁsed . L] L] - ] . . . a . .
L

Laxnp Aaqmsmon Act—
* Question re amendment of the wm . . o v e s

18
407
18

55
56
b6
159
139

62, 315

200

143

163, 164, 165,
166
807810
$35—336

56
1

, 818

401—402
456-—458
708
697

715

53, 54, 65

285-288
286
£86
680
681

158



v

Lavpuoroges or tag Purwiap—

Statement showing the nember of saperior (gasetied) sppointments
held ander the Imperial Govemmenl by pemm bdongmg to the
laadholding community in the Fuujab . .

Lanp Ravexve—

Question re permanent settlement of the — . . .
Question re permanent scttlement of the « in Uppu- Indn . .

Liqrog—
Question re reduction in consumption of epirits and drugs .

Liguor s¥p Deve Ssors—

Question re == in 1916 asd 1914 . . . . . .
Loang—
Question re o= . . . . . . . . .

Lecat Boarpg—

Question re changes in District snd - and Muuicipalities after the
war . . . . . . v

Loverr, Hox’sLe 813 VERNEY—

Oath of Office . .
Resolution re immediate ndophon of certain reforius by "Exeise
Administrations . . . . . . . .

Resolution re primary educatmn . . . . . . .

,Low, Hon’nLE Mn. C.E~
) -Oa.& Oi Omee - . . . . - . .

Lownpgs, How’ nﬁ Ms. G. R.—

Amending Bil}, The
Amendments of the Ksles for the Conduct of Legmlstwe Bumueu

"Bills of Exchange Bill, The Indian . . . . . .
Income-tax (Amendment‘j Bill, The Indmn . . . . .
Presiding in-Council  * . -, . . . e e .

Steam-vessels Bill, The Indian . . . . . .
Suwr"t&‘ Bill The . [ ] . 3 . . »

ALiugis, Hox’LE SuRGEON Gmmnu S8 PasvEY—

Financial Sta.tement: 1917-18 . . . . . . .
Oa!th Of Oﬂiw . » L] .. [] . [ ] - ] ]

Luwacy (AueNpMeENT) Biir, THS INDIAN—~—
Motion for leave to introduce . . ’

Introduced . . . . . .o
Motion to publich . . . . . v . .
Taken into consideration . - . . . . .

Pmed - . L] . L] - [] . nl

- M

. MacrLaearN, HoN’ BLE Sin EDWARD—

. Resolution re¢ extension of the scope of the commission on Universities

Mapras AND SovTEEAN MaBERATTA RATLWAY—

Question re issue of raxlway tackets on the— and South Punjab
Rm]way . . . . s . e . .

Mapras EDUCATIORAL DEPARTMENT—
Question re reorganization of the inspecting sgeneies of the — .

14,197

118, 751742
80~81, 113—
140

bl

18, 47

406

. 230
#47—419, 450

55, 83

-169, 161, 162,
165, 144, 286,
192, 203

86

534, 536636
199, 245, 349,
381, 403, 614,
555, 561, 593,
871, 715
65—68, 159
543—545, 546—
649, 519

673—b576
"2

2122
22
2%
b6
5¢

387388

77

276



Mapras ExcisE REVENUR—

Resolution re the — being wholly provmma.hsed . . s

Maipras HicE COURT—

Question ye w . x . . . e .

Mapras Mounicrpal Bilrt—

Question re — . . . . . . . .
Mavravivs, Hox’BLe Paxore MADAN MoEAN—

Bille of Exchange Bil}, The Indian - . . . . .

Budget speech . . . : . . .

Defence Foree Bill, The Indian . . o T . .

Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, The Indmn . . . . .

QOath of Office . . . ..

Patna University B111 The . .

Prevention of Cruelty 50 Animals (Amendmeut) Blll, The « - -

Registration (Amendment) Bill, The Indian . .

Resolution r¢ addition of rule i-A to the Rules for the Conduoﬁ of
Legislative Business . . . . . .

Rssolution re addition of Rs. 30 lakhs for the extension of elementagy
education .

297—308
49

- 48

88
804—807
340—348, 418—
414, 421—428,
428
534, 536
9

8990
285
22, 722—723

999, 247251,
964, 266—269

580-~581

Resolution re amendmeut of the B.ules under the - Deience of Indm ‘

Acﬁ 1915 . . LI . . . . - -

Resolution re appointment of a Govemor in Councll for the United
Provinces of Agra and Qudh . . .

Resolution re boyscout movemant among Indisn students e .

Resclution 7# cost of construetion of all new and original pablic werks

. 364,,865, 369—

372

308—399
726728

to be met from out of the ca.pital ageount and not from general -

revenues .

Resolution re extensmn of the scope of the commissmn on umversrhles- ,

Resolution re immediate adoptlon of gertain reforms by the Excise

Administrations . . . . -
Resolution re India’s contnbuhou to the War ; ' "y
Resolution re primay education ' ¥ .

Resolution re reduction of a sum of three Iakhs for ‘the Sxmla esodus .
Resolution ve the Madras Exvise revenue being wholly provincialised,
Resolution re the Royal Commission en the Public Services -

Resolution re Umversﬂ:y at Dacea ' . .
. Rules for the Conduet of Legisiative Busmess T :

Bee Questions rand Answers.

Super-tax Bill, The . . . LT,
Transfer of Properby (Amendment) Bﬂl The ' . ' . .
Workman’s Emancipation Bill, The . . L. ‘
Mmmn-— ’ ) A
Question re connecting tram at Delhi and— . . ‘. .

MazweLrL, Hoy’rrs Sie Winztay—

Oath of Office . ' . ' . . . . . .

Mepicat INSPECTION=—

Question re—of school children . . .

Mgevpical. OFFICERS—

Question re offer for war seryice by mdm.ns holding medical degrees ,

MEpicaL ScHo0L—

Resolution re grant for a——in the Surma 'Va]ley . . . '

MEDICINE-~

Question re facilities for the study and research in the md:genom
gystems of — . . .
Question re mdagenous systems of - . ’ . ) '

912214, 219
384—3886 -

236--238
555558

463 —466

597

802, 866—307
698—708, 707,
708

696, €98
286—290, 292,
208

548, 545—546
29, 843-—849
684685

15

408
70

558--550

45
318



Mzrrs, How'siz Siz WRlisg-e

Buﬂgot Wh - . . . .
Financial Shtmnt fﬂ' 1917-13 . . . . .

Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, The Iodian . . . .

Papa Cu (Temporary Amendment) Bill, The Indian . .
mBudgct for 1917-18 .)
: Be:gluhon re sddition of Re. 30 lakhs for t.ho utmnon of olemonhry
. ﬂmn .
Resolution re cost of construction of all pew and ongunl blie works
to be met from out of the eaprhlacoonnt sod not from general
revenues .

Resolution re the Mndm Excun reveous bang wholly pro-
vincialised . .

Snper—tlx Bll] Tbe - [ . . . . . .

Tariff (Amendment) Bill, The Indian . . . . .
Muwe, Hox’sLE Ma. J. 8, Wanptaw—

Bille of Exchange {Amendment} Bill, The Indian . . . .
Defence Force Bill, The Indian . . . . . . .
Oath of Office . h

Resolution re addition of rale 2-A to Rales of Legulstm Business .
Resolution re cost of construction of all mew and original publio
works to be met from out of the up:hl account and not from
general revenues . . . . v .

Moramax, Hox’si M:. ¥ L—
OSth Of pﬁc@ . . R . . ~ 4 . » .

Moror Speirit (Duries) Biit, THE—
Motion for leave to introduce .

Jntroduced . . . : : : . : .
Taken into eonrnderlh on . . . . . . - .
P&Sﬂed L] 1) . [ ] - - [] -

Mvoriuan, Hox'sie Mz, A. B.—
Oath of Oﬁce [] . [ [ ] . » - . .

t

811214
415812, §55,
558, 601
513818, 816,
832, 533, b3e,
837

679880
110728

579580, 581

218210, £21

303—308, 308
« 616—518, £37—
B3v, 641, 851,
554—-508
512—b513, 529,
538

[
435—436, 504
831332, 430~
831
1
252258

214218
143

203 --200
208
205
200

MvuBauuap Art Musauxp Keaw, Hox'sis Rasa Sz, Kaaw Bagapus or MaaNUDABLD—

Qath of Office . . . . . . . . - . r

MUNICIPALITIES =
* *  Question re changes in Dmtnct and Local Boards and -a.fter the

war .,

Resolution re — snd District and Taluk Boards bemg mde wholly
elective .

Resolation re premdent or chairman of — and Dmtrwt and Taluk
Boards being elected non-officials . . . . .

Moxrcrear  CoMMrrrEes —
Question g¢ separate communal representation in e=

Mouxirions Boarp—
Question re the=— ., . . . . . . . s

MUssALMANS—- ((_ .
Question re leave to — to attend Fridsy prayers . . . .

NLGPI‘IB-- .k

Question re conshtuhonof a Chief Conrtat— e e e
- Question re establishment of & University at o= o . . .

41

48
298
205

248

522

167

49
49



Nam, Hox'srz Siz C. Savgapsn—
" Financial Statement, 191718 , . . A

B71—578

Patna University Bill, The . . .. .. s . 86-—89 9%, 98—

Resolution re appointment of a committee for the selection of text

books in recognised schools .- . .
Resolution re boyscont movement, among Indlan students . .
Regolution re primary edueation . . L e e e
Resolution re University at Dacca . . . . e .

Naxnpi, How’sLe Magazisa Sip MariNDRA CrANDRA, OF KASTMBAZAR—

Budget speech . . .
Hindn and Mussalman stposxtxon of Property Bxll The « e
Oath of Office . . . . .
Patna University Bill, The - . . . . . . .

See Questions and Answers.

-

Narive Srates, INDIAN—
Questions re contnbutmns to the war by == and Indian Princes .

Namive Srares SussECTS— _ : . . :
" Question re number of appointments, civil or military, made for —

NEWSPAPERS e . A
Question r2 — dealt with under'the Indian Press Act . =~ . .
Question re —subscribed for by Government . . .
Question re secunty and eonﬁscatmns ordered under the Tadian Press

ACt . ' . .-
Statement gxﬂng names of — dealt w1th under the Press Aet . .
Statement of actmn taken against —under' the Press Act. .+ .

0 .

Oun or OrricE or ADDITIONAL MEMBERS——

Ajab Khan, Snbadar-Major and Hony. Captain, Sardar Ba.ha.dur
Ali Chaudhuri, Nawab Saiyid Nawab, Khan Ba.hadur . . .

Allahando Shah, Khan Bahadur Sa.lyed . . . .
Aplin, Lieutenant-Colonel S, L, . . . . . . .
Asgsd Ali, Mir, Khan Bahadar . . ' . . . .
Ayysngar, Mr. K. V.R. . . . . . oy
-Bah Too, Maung -, P T
~Basu, Babu Bhupendra Na.th . " . .
. Bhanja Deo, Raja Rajendra Narayan, of Kamka P
Bingley, Major-General A, H. . . . . .
Bl‘ﬂ- Mr. E- H- M . . . . - . . .
anyate, Mr. J. B, . e e . i . .
Chanda, Mr. Kam:m Kumsr . . . . . "
Currimbhoy, Fazulbhoy . . . . . . .
Davideon, Mr. I.. . . . . e . . »
Donald, Sir John Stéwart'. . SR .- . .
DuBoulay, Sir James H., . . . . . . R .
1‘611, Mr G B Hu - L] L] L3 . . !-Ir A
Gamble, Mr. R. A, -, . e e s
Gillan, Sir Robert Woodbnrn " - v . B . .
G’l’&ntv Mr. A. H. .. . “ . . . . . Tl
Haque, Mr. Mazharul . . . . . . . .

Hignell, Mr. 8. R. . ., . . .
Howard, Mr. H. I, . . . .
Jennings, Mr. J. G. . . .
Jinnah, Mr. Mahomed Ah . . .
Kesteven, Mr. C. H., . .

Lovett, Sir Verney . . .
Low, Mr C.E.

Lukis, Surgeon Genera.l S:r Pardey
Malaviya, Pandit Madan Mohan
Mazwell, Sir William . .
Milne; Mrn J- Sa Wardlaw ..

" e 2 g a

..-n-.'-
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99, 166167,
194196, 436,
882

206—207
729730
444—445
692—695

759—762
217

1

182

84
522

85
77,561, 590

84
593 659869
593 631—657-
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XVil

QOatE or Orrics oy Aportionak Mroweone—

Monahan, Mr. F. J. . . . . . . . . 143
Moddiman, Mr. A.P . . . . ]
Mubhsmmad Ali Mchammad, ans Sir, Eban Bahsdur . . . sl
Nandi, Maharajs Sir Maoindrs Chsndra . . « . . 1
Pattani, Sir Prabhaghankar Dalpat.nm . . . . g7l
B‘hlm‘ L{r Abdur - - . . . . . . .
Rahimtoola, Sir Ibrahim . . . . . . ' . &9
Rampal Singh, Raja Sir . . . . . . . . t
Rav, Rai Srta Nath, Bahadur . . . . . . . 1
Reld Mr w J . - . . - - . . 1{3
Rose, Mr. F. C, . . . . . . . . 2
Sahay, Rai Babadur, Knsnnl. . . . . . . .
Sapru, Dr. Tej Bahadur . . . . . . . $
Satma, Rao Babadur, B. N. . . . . . . . 1
Sastrl, Mr V S S . . . - . F ) . . 1
sefA]VDd Ml‘ C H. - L] - . l. N » '
Shaf, Khan Bahadur Mian M uhnmmtd . . . . 4
Shﬂ.l’ _I Mr H - - - . . ‘
Shukul, Rai Bahadur "Bishan Dutt . . . . . ]
Stewart Sir Francis Hagh . N . . 1
Sunder Singh, Sardar Buhadur, Sardn.r 'Majlthn . . . . 8
W&Oh&, Mr D E- . . . . . ] L] » ‘l
Walker, Mr. J. . . . . . . . £
Walsh Lil' E- H C . . . . . . . . 103
Weﬂtl'(l"p, “l‘ A s A - . L] . L] a L] 143
Wood, Mr. J. B. . . . . . . . 3
Zulﬁ.kﬂr Ali Khﬁn, Khm » . . . . ] 2
O11-3EEDS— -
Question re export of— . e . . . . . 66
ON3 RUPEB CUREENCY NOTRS— «
Question re— . . ' . . . 5 . . 253
Or1o1vat Civie Worgs—
Question r¢ expenditure on— . ' . . . . 200
P
Parer CrrBeNcY (TEMPORARY AMENDMENT) Biut, Tz INDIAN—~
Motion for leave tg introduce . . . . . ' . 679
Introduced R . . . . . N . . 650
Taken into consideration . . . . . . . . 680
Passed . . . . . .o . . . . 650
Paxis CovrereNce ResoLuTioNs— .
Question re— . . A . . . ' . 63
PaRvATIPUR— |
Question re direct rallway line from Raipur to— ., . ' . 66
Parwa Uxsrversity Binr, Tae—
Motion for leave to introduce . . . . . . . 86—98
Introduced . . . . . . . . . . 98
Motion to publish . . . e e . . . , 99
Referred to Select Commlttee . . . 166196
Motion for postponement of the date of “the presantatwn of the Reportl
of the Select Committeé . . . . . 436, 632
Parraxt, Hox’sLe Sik PRABHASHANEAR DALP.ITRAI-—- . * _
Oath of Ofﬁw - . . - . . ) 211

See Queafsam ¢ud Amwen

PErsiaN MANUSCRIPTS =

Question re gollection of Sanslmt Peraian and Arabig manuscripts in-
India, 89



xix

PosTasTER GENERAL'S GRADE—
Question re appointment of Indians to the— . . e . ..o

Post Wan REPoRMS—

Question re— . : oy e e 521
Question re pubhca.{non of the despatch relatmg to—- . . . 156
Prass Act, TEx INDLAN— :

.Question re newspapers dealt with under the— . . . . 86
Question re security and confiscations ordered under the—~ . . 84
Statement giving names of newspapers dealt with under the— . 593, 659669
Statement of action taken against newspapers under the— . « 593, 631—657

Statement of action taken against printing presses under the— 588, 603—329

lessns, PriNTING— . 7
Statement of actiocn faken against == ander the Press Act . . 593, 603—629

PrevENTION oF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS (Aunnnum) Birx, TEE-—

Motion for leave to infroduce . . . . . . 284285
Introduced . . - . . ™ » 285
Referred to Select Committee . . . . . . 434
Report of Select Committee presented . . . . . . 594
Taken inte consideration - . . . e . . . 681-—882
Paﬂsed . . 1 . . . . . . [} 68%
Prmarr Epvcatron— - :
Resolution re— . . . . . . ' . 436472
Paovinorat Executive AnD LigeISLATIVE COUNCIL-~
Question re chanfes in the constitution of the Imperial and —— after
the war. 45, 46
Provincrat Jupicial Senvicr— .
Question re — in Assam . . . . e e . 15%
PrOVINCIAL SERVICB-~
Question re throwing open of listed posts to members of the = in '
Agsam. . 15%
Pusric SErvicks COMMISSION— 7 -
Question re the— . . . . . . . . . 524, 877
Resolution re the— . . . . e 698708
Pusric Works— .
Resolution re cost of construction of all new and original — to be met :
from out of the capital account and not from general revenues 208—232
PoNsaB— e
. Question re continuance of the — as a Non-Regulation Province 7 16
Question re import and export trade of Bihar and Orissa, the United
‘Provinces and the —— \ 45, 57T—hE
Punsss REChorms— . o
Q.ueshmn re percentage of recruits from the Punja.b ! . ‘ 562
Puxsas Reverues—
Question re Punjab share of its revenues . . . v 16
Ponsas ZamINDARS—
Question r¢ number of superier Government appointments held by — 81
Question re wxder employment of — in the public services < . o . 41
P&SL—-&- o, . . -
Question re Agrioultural Educational Conference at— . “ s 156

Pusa WHRAT— _
Question re shipment of == out of India . s . . 272



Q

QrrsTioNs=—
Question re laying on the table of replies to == in Council

QIUESTIONS AND ANSWERS—
Ajab Khan, Hony. Captaio, Sardar Bahadur

Allshando Shah, Khan Bsahadur Suytd .
Asad Al Khau Babador Mir . .

" Ayyangar, Mr. K. V. R. . . . .
Basu, Baba Bhupendra Nath . .

Chands, Mr. K. K. = . .,

Chaudhuri, Nawab Saiyad Nawab Ali .
Currimbhoy, 8ir Fazulbhoy . .
Padabhoy, Mr. M. B. . .
Malaviys, Pandit M, M. . . .
Nandi, Maharaja Sir Manindra Chandra

Pattani, Sir Prabhashankar . .
Rahimtoola, Sir Ibrahim .
Ray, Bai Sita Nath, Bahadur . .

Sahay, Rai Bahadur Krishos . .
Sapra, Dr. Tej Bahadu.r . « e

Sarma, Rao Bahadur B. N . . . . .

Sastri, Mr. V.S5.8. . ¢ . .

Shafi, Khan Bahador Mian Mubhammad . .
Shukol, Rai Bahador Bishan Dett . . .

Stewart, Sir Pravcis Hugh . . | .
Sunder Smgh Majithia, Sardal‘ Ba.hadur, Sarda' . .
Wacha, Mr D. E. . . . . .

- Zulfikar Ali Khan, Khan . .

QUESTIONS, SUPPLEMENTARY—
Question r¢ non-official bills, resolntions and ==

-
. »
-

L) |

806, 479, 563,

119, 948

157, 275

49, 74, 13, 76,

17, 18, 288,

818, 621, 622,

sel, o7

74, 201, 281,

b25, 526, 563

81, 831, 158,

201, 246, 276

— 930, 315

—317, 408,

523, 674—

675, 716~

110, 745

71,78, 13, 158,

154, 155,

247, 280,

474, b2,

524, 715—

116

526, 562, 76—

677

59, 60, 61, 62,

63, 64

15, 18, 81, 82,

83, 84,

70, 80, 817,

678, 716

17, 18, 42—45,

52, 84, 202,

245, 671lem
872,

748

527529
§3, %80, 281,
282,  b52g,

678,
18

50, 51, 84,85;
155156
45—48, 62, 65,
- 86, 87, 85,
69, 70, 157,
(199, 200,
£78, 274,

276
70, 71, 276, 276,
981, 677—
878
16, 45, 85, 158,
248, 318
4950, 156,
201, 271,
97, 279,
405.
54

407, 562

407—410
41, 81

522
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Rame, Hon’sLe Mn. ABpur—

Budget [ ] L ] [] L] V L] L] L]
Defence Force B1ll the Indian . . . . . »
Oath of Oﬂioe . L] L] L] L] . L] L] - -

Ranmyroors, How'sie Sz IsRARIM—

Oath of Office . .

Resolution se cost of constraction of all new and ongma.l pubhc
works to be inet from out of the capital acconnt and not from
general revenues .

Recolution 7 the Madras Excice Revemme bemg wholly provm-
clahsed . " . - . [ . .

See Questions and Answers,

RarLway(s)—
Question re appointments in the bigher branches of the mlway
service ' . . .
Question re oongeshon in rmlwav trains . .

Question re conneoting train at Delhi and Manma.d .

Question re conversion of the Sara-Siliguri branch of the Eastern
Bengal State Railway into a broad gauge line . .

Question re curtailment of passenger and goods traffic on Inﬂta.n — .

Question re direct «— line from Raipur to Parvatipur . . .

Question re Eastern Bengal Railway .

Question re employment of Indians in the h:gher branches of the —

Bemce ¥ ) . - L] .
Question re ga.zetted hol:day of Id-ul-Fitr . . . . .
Question re holiday concessions for third class passengers . .

Question re increase in the — rates for third class passengers .
Question re increase of fares of third class passengers .
Question re Indian — . . .
Question re Indian refroshment rooms at — stattons

.

Question re levy of = cess for the develoPmenb of hght local — and

tramways
Question re issue of
Mahratta — and the South Punjab —

Question re opinions on the questlon of the State and Company'

managed — .
Question re overcrowdmg of third class — camages .
Question re provision of rolling stock . . ..
Question re collisions during 1915-16 . .

tlckets On the Madras and 'Som:hern

Question r¢ — line connecting India with Burma . . . .
Question re — machinery requiring repairs . . . .
Question re schemes for Bengal . . . . «
Question re rebate paid by certain — . . v

Question re reserved compartments for Enropaans . . .
Question re Sara-Sadhugunge .

Question re State vs. Company management of State — in n India
Question e system of company management of State-owned —

Question re waiting or retiring roome for the use of European passen-:

gesonly . . . . . . . . .

4
Rarway ConrErENCES—
Question re expenditure on — at Simla . N .

RaiLway Probucriva aNp PROTEOTIVE WOBKS==
Question re expenditure on = . . . . . .

Rarrt Brorarrs, MESSRI,=—

Question re contract with ~~ for supply of jute to the Dundee Mills

Rarrgg—
Question re direct railway line from — to Parvatipur . .

BANPUR=—
Question re customs line at Viamgam and — . .

792
848

59

215—217, 219
302

158, 197
81
75

M4
201, 243
66

246

409

74

164

200

282
245—246
525

50

45
199

568563, 591
: 78

73
282
527
528

73
76

275, 811
53, 54, 55
66

748
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Rarv, Hox’siz Bat Sita Nite Bamipvr=—

Bud t A h . . . - L] .
Defgneoe ;fcm Bill, the Indisn . .
Freight (Railway and Inland Steam- ml) Tn Ba'll The .
'ngu and Mussalman Disposition of Propu'ty Bill, Tho .
Oath of Office .
Resolution re primary education . . . . . .
See Questions and Anemers.

suw—tﬂ Blll, The . . . . . . . . .

RErORNS -

Question re scheme of constitutional —
Resolution re immediate adoption of certain — bv the Excise Adminie-

tmt‘on' - L] - . ] L] [ ] . L]

RereesaneNt Roows, Ixplax—

Question re — at railway stations . . . . . .
REGIMERTS—
Question re priests attached to Indian — . . « a .

REecisTRATION (AMENOMENT) Biin, Tas INptas-—

Addition to Select Conmittes . . . . .
Report of Select Committee presented . . . . . .

" Rew, How’sis Me. W, J.—
Oath Of Oﬁce . » . » ) - . . .

REeLiGious IRSTITUTIONS -
Question re Government control over—= . . . . .

Rﬁ.snnvw COMPARTMENTS ==
Question re—for Europeans .

ResoLvriox (s)—
Question re non-official bills,~and supplementary questions . .

re addition of rule 2-A. to the Rules for the eonduct of the Legislative

Basiness of the Council of the Governor General . .
re addition of Rs. 30-lakhs-for the extension of elementary eduost:on .
re amendment- of the rules msde uoder the Defeuce of India Act,

1915 . .
re appointment of a- “committee iol' the seleatlon of toxt books in rev

cognised schools .
re appointment of @ Governor in Council for the United Provinces
FA"I& and Oudh . . . . )
re boyscout movement among Indian stadents .
re cost of construction of all new and original publie works to be met
from out of the capital account and not from general revenues .
re extension of the seope of the commission on universities . .
re grant for a medical school in the Surma Valley
re immediate adoption of- certm.n reforms by the Excise Admmutrar-
tions . . . . W .
se India’s contributien to the war
. re insertion of & time-table conscience clause in the educatlon endes
of the different provinces .
re investigation by s mized commxtbee of official and non-official
representatives, both Indm.n nnd Enropean, into the question of
~ Indian anarchism -

re Municipalities and sttnct and Taluk Boards bemg ‘made whc’lljr '

elective .

re postponement .of further action in connection with the establish-
ment of other Universities for the present .

re president or chairman of Mounicipalities and Dlstnct and Taluk

~ Boards being elected non-officials . . . .
e primary education . . . . . s .
re reading of speeches in Conncil .

reredmhonofgmntofB.a.401akhstoRs.IOthJonnewDeth i

785103
336337, 419
651

Y]

1

460—481

642, 555

8l
228241

628
719

1
728728

143
14, 144

73

77, 108~107,

bag

152, 247—270
576—b582

349377
296297

304402
723730

208222
381303
568 —559

222241
666—A58

37%

202—207
206
207

295
402—408, 436,
472
130
bii
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1

ResoLuTION (8)—Ccontd.
- re reduction of a sum of three lakhs for the Simla exodus ~ "
re Royal Commission on the Public Services . .
re the Madras Exise Revenue bemg wholly provmcmhsed . .
re Unwemty at Dacca . . . . . . .

Ruaopes Trusr Scnomnsmrs-—
Q!leStion e —, » - . . . - . .

RoBer ManoMEDANS-—

Question re separate electorates for — . . . . . .

Rose, Hon’sLE Maz. F.'.C.-—v

QOath of Office . .

Besolution re cost of constmctwn of all new nnd ongma..l publm works
to be met from out of the capital account and not from general
revenues . . . . . . » . . .

Rounp Tisre—
Question re the — . . . . . . . -

Rovar CoMuIsSION ON VENEREAL DISEASES—s ‘
Question re report of the — . . . . . . .

RULES FOR THE CONDUCP OF LBGISLANIVE BUSINESS, Anmmunms OF THE =

Referred to Select Committes . . . . . .
Report of Seleet Committee presented . . . . . .
Passed » L] L] L] * L - » - [ ]

RrLEs YOR THE CONDUCT OF LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS—
Besolution re addition of rale 2-A to the — , . » . .

S
BAHAY, Hox’sie Ral Bauapvr KzisENA—
Budget speech . . . . . . .
Defence Force Blll The Ind.la.n . . . . . . .
Oath Of Dﬁce . - ) . . L] . .
Patna University Bill, The . . o .
Resolution r¢ boyscout movement among Indxa.n students . -
- Resolution re immediate adoptmn of certain reforms by the Excise
Administrations . e . . . .
© . Bee Queséions and Answers
BarLr—
Question re 1mportatmn of — from Native States, e T
SANITARY ACCOMMODATION=—
Question re provision of ~ by larger employers of labour . . -

SANSERIT— : oy _
Question re collection of —, Persian and Arabis manuscripts in India

Sarsv, How’sue Dr. Tsr BaAHADUR—

Budget speeck . . . .
Defence Force Blll ’Ihe Indmn . . - . . .

Oath of Office .. . Y . . . . .
Patna Umvers1ty BLIl The . . . . .
Resolution re amendment of thg Rules under the ‘Defence of India
Act, 1915 . . .
Resolutmn r¢ appointment of s Governor in Counml far the Umteﬂ ’
Provinces of Agra and Oudh . . .
Resolution re immediate adoption of certain reforms by Excnse Ad--
ministrations . . . . . . . .
Resolution re primary education . . . . . .
Resolution re University at Dacea s y . ' . v

See guasuaﬂa and dusw.rs,

594— 601
698—708
297—308
685—608

245, 246

76

911218
280—28]
80

160166
286
286—293

222, 247270

810—811
337—-338

89, 176——179
729

238239, 240

408

409

80

782—1785

. 844w=345, 424—
425

o2
95--97, 182—
183

_ 372373
894897, 408
230232

45 w38
697
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Sana-SanEvcTEGE Ratiwaiy-=

Qoestions re — . . a . . . - . . 152
Sazua, Hox'siz Rio Bamantz B, N—

Amendments of the Roles for the Conduct of Leguhhn Bnnna- . 144183

Bﬂd h . - . '“'—75’

Defence ; Bill, The Indisn . . . . . . . 345—3;7 4] e

413, 417-—615,

420——42)

Hinda and Mussalman Disposition of Property Bill . . . 2627

Income-tax (Amendment) Bill, The Indian . . . . . 513, 518, 533

534, 537

Oath of Office . . . . . .. . . . 1

Patna Umvermty Bill, The . . . . . . v =04, 100

19%

Resolution re addition of ruld 2-A to Rales of Legislative Business . 253236
Resolution re amendment of the Rules under the Defepce of Ipdia

Act, 1915 . . 373874
Resolation re sppointmert of » Governor in Conncll for the United

Provinoes of Agra and Oudh . . . . 400

Resolation re boyscout movement among Indian students . . 138-=7286, 730
Resolution re cost of constraction of all new and original publie works
to be met from out of the ca.pntsl mount snd not from General

revenues . [ . - » . Y a » 203—211 !20—
. 222
Resolution re extension of the scope of the commission on Universities 889—890
Resolution r¢ immediate adoption of certain reforms by t-bo Exise Ad-
minigtrations . . . . . . e 220227, 240—
' . 241
Resolution r# primary education . . . . . . . 402, 408, 436
- 444, 470471
Resolution re the Madras Excise revenue being wholly provincialised . 297 =300, 302,
307308
Rules for the Condact of Legislative Bosiness ., , ! . 201—202
See Quesiions and Answers.
Saper-tax Bill, The . . . , . . . . . b518, 6539541,
542543, 551—
652
Tariff (Amendment) Bill, The Indian . . . . . . 5315332
Sasthi, Hon’BiE MR. SEINIVABA—
Budget speech . . . . . . . © 192795 |
Defence Force Bill, The Indian . . . . . . 339—340 410 -
411, 41 5—-4-!6 :
. 429
Oath Of Oﬁce . . . . . . . N . 1
Patos University Bill, The . 07 ==08
Resolution re dition of Rs. 50 la.khs for the extension of elementnry
education . . S . . . o ' L 578570, 581—
582
Resolution re extension of the scope of the commission on Universities 881 =354, 392—
393
»

Resolution re insertion of time-table conscience clause in the edacation

codes of the different Provinces 878
Resolution re Municipalities and District and Taluk Boards bemg
wholly elective . 208
Resolution re president ar chairman of Munmlpn.htlei and Dlstnct sud
Taluk Boards being elected non-officials . . . 295
Resolution re primary education . 453—456
Resolution' re reduction of a sum of three lakhs for the Simla exodus 594—396 600—
601
Reeolution re the Madras Excise Revenue being wholly provincialised 801 !
See Questions and Answers. .
Savives BaNgrs— | .
Question re unclaimed — balances . . . . . . 276, 312
SCHOLARSETPS— . '
Question re Government of India — awarded to Sikhs |, . . 562
SCHO01S—

Questionnprimar}—i' . s e e . e . « 84 14l—149
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SciENce—

Question re Indian Institate of — at Bangalore . ®

. SECRETARIAT APFOINTMENTS:-, -

. BETALVAD, HON’B1E ME. C. H.—

-

- 101, 104
Onth Of Oﬁw . . . . . .o Y . _ 2
Patna University Bxll, The . . . . v . . 9l
I
“ Brarr, Hon'Btk KEAN BAaBADUR MIAN MOHANMAD—=
Budget speech . . . e . . . . 773—775 ,
Defence Force Bill, The Indmn . v - v . .325—'326, 423
S 424, 429
Hindu Disposition of Property Bill, The . . . A . 108 -1041
Income-tax (Amendment) Ball, The Indla.n . . . . 515
Oﬂ.'ﬂl of Oﬂice . . . . ] . . 2
Patna University Bill, The . . . 180190
Rasolution re addition of rule 2-A to Rules of Leglslaﬁve Businoss | 256-=-258, 268,
269
Resolution re appointment of & Govarnor in Council for the United
‘Provinces of Agra and Oudh . . 899
Resolution re immediate adoption of certain refornm by Excxse Ad- -
ministrations . . . . . . . 235
Resolution ré primary edueatlon . . . 481—463
Resolution re the Royal Commission on the Pubhe Ser\nces ' . 707
Seo Questions and Answers, .
" BEARP, Hon’BiE Mz, W, H.m=
Finsncial Statement, 1917-18 ~ , ~ . .- . . .. . : 573
QOath of Office . . . . . . . . . .2
Resolution re primary education . . . . . , 469-—470
Bruxur, Hon'sLe Ra1 BaaaDpUR BIsHAN DyTTe— L
. Budget speech . . . . . . 769171
.p-,Deance FOICB Blu The Indl&n * » . . . * M 333
oa.th Of Oﬁce . . . - * . . . 2
Patna University Bl“ The . 172—=173
Resolution re amendment of the B.ulel under the Defenee of Indxan : .
Act, 1616 . . 858—359
Resolution ¢ immediate adoptlon of certain reforms by "Exmse
Administrations . . . . . ) 235
Resolution re primary educa,tlon . . . . . . . 448450
"~Reo Questionsand Answers. _ . _
Tariff (Amendment) Bill, The Indian . . . . . . 531
BIEHES—w > .
Question re Goverﬁment of India achola.rsh;ps awarded to - . . 562
BILVER— T )
Question ré — purchased.dunng 1916-11 . . . . . 157
N ..
SIMLL BXODUS— . ! T :
Question re cost of the — i . 817, 879

Question re ga.zetted appomtments in ~the Government of India Seore-

tariat . . . . . .. . . . 717. '
SEcRETARIAT CLERKSHIP ExaMINATION— ] 3
Question re — . . . s .. . . 815
SELP-G OVERNMENT :

Question re attempts to brmg India under the aqntrol of self-govemmg .
Domlnlons . . e o4 . . . '3 . 280‘—281 )

+

Hindu and Musealman Disposition of Property Bill . .. - . - 2325 99—

Resolujion re redyction of sum of three lakhs for the — . , 594-—60]
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-»
Sixcy, Hox'six Sia Ranras, o7 Kozxi Saparii—=

Budg(‘t l}mh . . . . . . . . . .
Oath of Offico . . . . « s . -

Tariff (Amendment} Bill, The Indnn . . . oA e

Suan, Hor'niz Sn.nn. Baigapta Suwnu, Minraia— .
Bndget . - L] . [ ] Vt
Defence Fom Bm The Ind‘m . . . . . . .
Oath of Office . .
Resolution re addition of rule 2-A to Rules of Legullh" Business .
Sce Questions and Answers.

L ]
Sorpier CixrEs—
Question re — of Indian units . s . . v e

SOLDIER§=~ .
Question re burial nds for Indian == ., . . . .
¥ Question re education of children of Indiag — * . . . .
Question r¢ emoluments of Indian =~ . . . . . .
Question re familiee of Indian — . . . . .
Question re funeral expenses of Indisn — . . . . .
Question re suspension of sentences on — prisoners . . .

SouTH PUNIAB RATLWAYs-

Question rz issue of railway ticlets on the Madras and Southern
Mabratiaand the =" . . . . . . . .

SeERCHES— .
Resolution re reading of — in Couueil - . . v .

STATEMENT(8)—

— giving names of newspapers dealt with ander the Press Act . -
— of action taken sgainst newspapers under the Press Act '
~— of action taken against Enntmg pressea under the Press Kot .

—Iredappomtmenta in the gha' branches of railway service filled by

ngiang . . . .

== ye (overnment cOntrol over rehgmus matltnhonl .

— showing, according to Postal Circles, the net amounts eredited in
the Dead Bavings Bank Suspense Aocount during the three years
ending 1913-14 .

= showing action taken by certain Provincial Governmente in regard
to village organisation .

— ghowing amounts paid as Exchange Compensat:on Allowa.nce
during the five years 1811.12 t0 1915-16 . .

~— showing amounts paid as travelling and daily allowances to noa-
official and official members reapectlvely during the Simlx Session
during the last five years .

— ghowing by Provinces the total strength and cost of the Criminal
Investigation Department for each of the yesrs 1904-05, 1911-12,
19]12-13, and 1918-14 . . .

— showmg existing arrangements in the vations Universitios in
- eonnection with the introduction of vernacular langunges in the
+M. A. and B. A. courses |

— showing expenditure due to Simla exodus for six yearl from 1909-
10 to 1914-1% .

~— showing expenditure from local and munxc:pa.l fundl on pnmary
schoole in British India .

~— showing expenditure incurred by Government on prim schools .

— showing expendifure on protective and productlve wuy works

during the last twenty years . P . ..
=~ showing newspapers subsidised by Government - ? .
~ showing number of emigrants to Trinidad, British Gmans, Uammm,
Fiji and Surinam during the six years 1910 to 1915 . .

- showing number of leave and other vacancies fhat have occurred
in the raoks of the Indian Agricultural Service during tbe last ten
years and the proportion thereof which bas been filled .by members
of Provincial or Subordinate Agricultural Servied , . .

— gshowing number of new appointments made in the Indian Aj gricul-
tural Scrvice from 1907 o 1916, and the number Leld by Indmnl .

1862785
t
B3d

7098038
337

|

£6d

473

473
745
745
583, 502
543
406

.
730

598, 859— 680
698, 631057
693, 603—629
197104

144

v oelg
813

318
105
18, 29—39

349310
379

811
713

311
680

712

671, 70"
244
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- STATEMRNT—eontd.
~—showing number of non-official bills passed or defeated in the Im-
perial Legislative'Council during the last six years . e Im 106
~ showing number of non-official resotutions a.ecepted or re]ected in h
the Imperial Legislative Council during the last six years . lo7 -

— showing numbes of primary schools for boys and girls, the number

of scholars in sach schools and the expenditure on such schools in

British India for the years 1912-13 and 1914-15 . - 143142
= ghowing number of superior (gazetted) appointments held under

the Imperial Government by persons belonging to the landholding

commaunity in the Panjab . 144, 197
= showing number of supplementary queatlona put in the Imperml ’

Legislative Council during the last eix years . . 107 .
. < showing qualifications of the various officers of the Arohmologleal T v
Department af the time of their firgt appointment, their respective "
periods of service and their sa.lanes both &t the time of a.ppomt- '

ment and at present . R 1092112
— showing railway schemes in Bengai unde‘." eonsxderainon . g 5911
'— showing rules for the grant of free passages to families of- Indmn

-goldiers . 1

~ showing onder certam heads the mcome of Dmtnct Bouds in the .

different Provinces during the quinquenniom ending 1914-15 . 87%, 710—711
— showing value of the total import and export trade of the provinces ’

of Bihar and Orisea, the United Provinces and the Pun;ab dunng

the three years 1913-14, 1914-15 and 1915-16 -, . 57=—58

Statistics of persons mterned ete:, up to Slst January 1911 \. - 748
Srate PRISONERS=—

Question re allowances granted to =~ ., . "\ . . 317

Question re Bengal Regulation III of 1218 . . 598, 674 .

Question re number of meu detained in ]ml under Benga.l Regu.la.hon ’

111 of 1818 878
Question re reports as ' to the conduqt hea.lth and mmforts of — . 278
Question re reports as to health and allowanee of — 528
Question re sogtary confinement of — under Bengal B,agula,twn 111 a

of 1818 .. e e . . 277
Question re treatment of interned youths . . s e . 316, 817

Slmu-Vnssnm B, TeE INLAND—

! Motiort. for leave to introduce .. . T . . . [
Introduoed . . . . - ] . - - 56
Motion to publish . . . . . . . 58
Taken into considerafion . P . . . . . -159

“Paesed . . . e e . . . . 159

Srzwart, How’eux Sin Fravors Huer—

oath Of OEOB [ [ ] . - » - L ] - ‘. . 2
. See Questions and Anuswers. * .

SUBSIDIES TO ansmrnns—-
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APPENDIX A.
[ Referred £o in answer to Question No. 5.]

No. 16 or 1884,
- GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
REVENUE AND AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT.

REVENUE.

To , :
Ter RiceT HoNoURABLE THE EARL OF KIMBERLEY,
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India.
 Simla, the 16th August 1884,
My Lorbp,

IN continuation of " our despatch No. 14 of the 6th of November

1883, in which we communicated the general agreement of the Madras and

Bombay Governments with the views of the Government of India respeoting the

assessment of land revenue, we have now the honour to submit. for Your Lord-

‘ship’s consideration and. instructions, the correspondence and papers which we

halw;e received from the North-Western Provinces Government on the same
subject.

~ 2. The question in & zemindari province presents, however, more difficul-
ties than in a ryotwari province, where there is only one party to be dealt with,
In our despatch of the 16th of October 1882, we anticipated that it would be
difficult in the former to make any satisfactory settlement with zemindars,
unless at the same time the position of the ryots was taken inté consideration ;
but as Your Lordship expressed a desire that the two questions should be kept
apart, we laid, in addressing the North-Western Provinces Government, no stress
upon this part of our original proposals.. That Government has now criticised
the whole scheme on the understanding that the tenant question is to be dis-
connected from it, and has, chiefly, we think, in consequence of the disconnée~-
tion, been led to make alternative proposals, which fail to secure fully the
objeots we had in view, Butl we may at once say thaf the letter of Sir Alfred _
Lyall, who has given close consideration to the questions placed before him by the
Government of India, mustbe regarded as a very valuable contribution towards
the solution of the difficult problems involved in them, and that the oriticisms
contained in the Eapers which accompany his review, although displaying less
comprehension of the objects of the policy advocated by the Government of
India and Her Majesty's Secretary of State, yet include much valuable
ovidence, which is ably summarized and used in the letter from the Local
Government. "
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3. The Lieutenant-Governor of the North-Westcrn Provinces has bern
careful throughout his own review of the subjcct to bear in mind that the lead.
ing object of any reform which may be introduced in the assessment of land
revenue is, in his own words, to give to landlords that assurance of securit y in
regard to the assessment of the land revenue which is attaclied to permanency
of demand without depriving the State of its unquestioned right to enhance
the demand upondefined conditions A clear state...eut of the principles upon
which the revenue policy should be based is contained in the 29th paragraph
of the letter from the Local Government, in which the conditions cssential to
the adequate and substantial improvement of the system of land revenue scttlo
ments are described to he—

(1) that the improvement shall confer upon the landholders additional
certainty as to the land revenue demand, and the reasonable

security flowing from a certain permarence aud flxity in the
revenue; )

{2) that the State shall nevertheless relain a fair share in the profits
of cullivation.

The opinion is then J)ut forward that no system can be invented which will
at once secure to the landlord certainty and security for the futuro, and to the
State a fair share in increasing profits, so long as the State insints upon a
definite share of the rental assets. 'I'he Goverument, it is argued, must take jta
choice between a more or less inquisitorial aystem that will levy an equal and
uniform contribution of profits from each cultivated cstatg, and a less ecxact
and easier system that will be coutent with an unevenly distributed and
smaller demand. So far then as the main objects of reform are concerned, we
may be justified in assuming that the Lieutenant.Goveruor of the North-
Western Provinces is at one with Your Lordship and the Government of India.
* The ends which the Government of India have in view are,” writes Sir Alfred
Lyall, ““most desirable of aitainment,” and the task which the Local Govern-
ment sets before itself is to consider whether, without serious departure from
the conditions laid down in the programme of the Government of India, the
ends coctemplated cannot be reached by snme other and similar road.

4. Before dealing with Sir Alfred Lyall’s proposals, it is desirable to
consider how far his arguments against the adoption of prices as a basis of
enhancing revenue can be accepted. It isright, inthe first place, to obscrve
that in his 28th paragraph be remarks upon the omission of the Board of
Revenue td notice that the Government (f India’s scheme proposes both to
leave out of account a certain margin of the rise in prices before accepting them
as 8 ground for enhancing revenue, and also to fix a certain maximum of enhance-
ment. But although the inclusion of these two important conditions tonds to
reduce in value many of the argumeuts raised in delail against the application
of a price test, yet there is a residuum of objections, to which the North- Western
Provinces GoVernment has in its review given full weight., It is admitted that
there is no obstacle which cannot be surmounted in compiling tables of prices ;
but granting this, there are still many difficulties, briely summarized below,

- which are urged against this part of the scheme :— Lo

(1) There is no guarantee that a rise of prices will be stable or of a perma-
nent character. .
(2) Fora sudden and material fall in prices the E;oposed remedy of giving
rtzlief by remission or suspension would be found to be unsatisfac-
ry.
~ (3) The plan will'benefit different tractsin a different degtee.

" (4) In consequence of the varying proportion of staples in different tracts,
there is some difficulty in adjusting any calculation of a rise of
prices fair to all.

(5) The profits of cultivators have a tendency to diminish,

(6) A general rise in rents follows a rise in prices only at long and uns
certain intervals and in unequal degrees. -
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5. Such briefly are the difficulties which Sir A. Lyall seesin the way of
adjusting enhancements of revenue by reference to prices. 'We are pre-.
pared to admit that they afford a formidable obstacle to any "proposals
which involve an altempt to base future euvhancements upon an exact rela-
tion between & rise in prices and a rise in revenue, and which fail to associate the
question of the revenue demand with that of the assessment of rent. It may
perhaps be shown, as we shall presently explain, that, with the exception of the
last and by far the most serious objection, the difficulties brought forward can
be greaily rediiced by confining the proportion which the revenue enhancement
should bear to & rise in prices within definite limits,—-by avoiding in fact too
. olose an approximation hetween the two ; but we are convinced, by the faots

and argaments adduced in the papers now before us in support of the final
- objection, that it is practically hopeless to endeavour to accomplish the objects. .
which we desire to attain without some consideration of the relations between
landlords and tenants and of the circumstances under which rentals are in
future to be enhanced. It may be at once admitted that the evidence so amply
given in the North-Western Provinces papers asto the absence of any direct
proportionate relation between rent and prices. confirws from one point of view
the objection to our origiaal scheme, which was brought forward in the 22nd
paragraph of Your Lordship's despatch of the 22nd of March 1883, The
difficulty is no new one. It was, as Your Lordship justly observed in the para-
graph above quoted, much insisted upon in the North-Western Provinces discus-
sions of 1572, It is certainly fatal under the existing conditions of the tenancy
law to any scheme which aims at giving to the landlords that assurance of secu-
rity which is attached to permanency of demand, and which does not at the same
time surrender to them a larger share of the rental than the Government is
called upon to resign, There seem to be only two comrses left open. The
one to revert to some plan, such as "that suggested in 1574 by Bir William
Muir, or now by Sir Alfred Lyall, under which the revenue will continue to be
regulated by changes in rental modified by general considerations; and the
other s0 to regulate the enhancement of -rents as to diminish materially the
divergence between the growth of the rent rolls and the enhancements of
revenue based upon a consideration of prices. The adoption of the former conrse
means, we fear, the elimination to a material degres of those conditions of
security and certainty which are considered - of primary importance, while to
- follow the latter without further communication with Your Lordship would be
incounsistent with the instructions contained ir the last patagraph of Your Lord-
ship’s despatch. It appears {o be our duty however, in view of the importance.
of the subject, to bring forward the considerations which apply to the adoption
of both one cour-e and the other, and we will make some attem‘ft to place in a .
- clear light our views upon the difficult issues which are involved. ,

6 It will perhaps be convenient Lo consider in the following order the ~ .

leading points which we propose to discuss. We will first endeayour to show
that, putting aside the question of an exact adaptation of rents proportionately
to prices, the arguments brought forward admit of material modification by a
wider application of the price-test. We will then- explain how the regulation
of renfs would necessarily tend to diminish the force of Sir A. Lyall’s last and
most serious objection, that there is no close connection between prices and
rents. We shall next ask Your Lordship’s permission to discuss more fully the
advantage of taking up simultaneously the two questions of the enhancement
of rent and revenue, and the pessibility of preserving in that case a closer -
approximation to our original scheme than would otherwise be feasible. Sir
Alfred Lyall’s proposals will then be reviewed, and the opportunity taken to
compare them with those put forward in Sir William Muir's suggestions of
1874. Tle objectious to which they may be considered open will be pointed®
» out, and their advantages duly- weighed. e '

7. In dealing with the first subject,—that of the difficulties attending
a ‘consideration of prices,—we desire to offer.some explanation of the leading
objects which we had in view in -making our original proposals. It may
be briefly stated that we intendgl to provide some means of Preventing
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scrious loss to Government on account of any material rise in prices, and to
use the examination of prices primarily as a means of detecting achange
in the purchasing power of silver. The subject had attracted prominent attene
tion when the proposals connected with & permanent settlement were last before
the Government of India. We indicated in the 1..th paragraph of our dewpatch
of Octoher 1832 that the financial position of 1876 had oonsiderable influence
in causing the complete abardonment at that time of any iden of a permanent
settlement in Nortbern India; and we may now add that the question waa
seriously entertaived by Lord Northbrook's Government of ngjusling the
revenue demand, even within the fcrm of settlement, in accordance with o
material rise or fall in pricess, When, therefors, it bacame our duty to
enter upon a fresh investigstion of the subject, we were obviously bound to
give full weight to the question of the purchasing power of silver. The goneral
tendency, we found, was in favour of basing future enhancements upon prioes.
Lord Northbrook, after a full consideration of the evideace from the North-
Western Provinces, and the recorded viewsof his predecessors and oouncillors,
had arrived, as we have stated in the first paragraph of our formor despatch,
at the conclusion that an improved system of scitlement could not be intro-
duced, except upon the plan of regulating the land revenue by roference to
prices from time to time. The case was temporarily dropped at this point,
and it was there that it became our duty to take it up. We saw no reason to
disagree with Lord Northbrook’s deliberate conclusions, and we endeavoured to
give them effect in the scheme of asscssment which we had the honour to la

before Your Lordship. Our leading idea cannot under these circumstances fail
to be recognized. We desired, in common with our predecessors, to save future
Governments fr m the incalculable loss which might result from anything like
the introduction of & permanent settlement in the event of a fall in the value
of money. For this purpose, however, it would be sufficient to make a very
general and broad investigation, extending over a very large area, into the pur-
chasing power of the rupee. It is not diflicult to prove that an investigation of
this nature would be less open to the objections braught forward in the North.
‘Western Provinces criticisms than the more restricted and narrow enquiries to
which the attention of the writers scems to have been confined. The stability
and permaneunt character of a rise in prices could, for instance, be more safely
gauged by a general and comprehensive review of prices throughout the country
or an entire province than by dealing separately with each small tract. A sudden
and material fall from any standard of the kind we are indicating would,
except in the case of a province like Burma, which depeads entircly upon one
staple, be an unlikely event, unless the value of silver were to rise t0 such an
extent as to justify the Government in giving general relief to the payers
of land revenue. The difficulties of adjusting calculations on thn prices of
staples, on account of the varyin pcr:fortion of them in djfferent tracts, would
be much diminished, while the rofits of- the agricultural population,
foreshadowed in the North-Western Provinc:s papers, would be guarded
- against by the provision of the margin which #t has always been contemplated
toallow, Leaving out for the present any consideration of the direct proportional
relation between rents and prices, the only argument of those summarised in
our 4th paragraph, to which we think much weight need be attached, is that the
application of a general or provincial rate of enhancement based upon prices
would have an unequal effect upon different parts of the country. But, as Sir
A. Lyall very clearly puints out in the words which we have quoted in our 2nd
paragraph, the introduction of any less exact or easier system than that now
prevailing necessitates the acceptance of an unevenly distributed and smaller
demand, and we are quite of opinion that the advantage of equality may be too
dearly purchased. The inapplicability of a general rate to such tracts as had
benefited by State improvements did not, however, escape our notice. It was more
particularly discussed in reference to railways. It was urged, and justly, that
railways were an imtﬁrovement directly due to the outlay of the public funds, and
that their passage through an agricultural district was, as a rale, prominently
marked by a material and immediate rise in the value of produce; and it
was chiefly due to this consideration that we were led 10 avoid the proposal
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of anything like a general rate for an entire province, and to leave the selec-
tion of the area over which prices should be examined to the Local Government.
It was resolved that althsugh railways were an improvement effected at the Gov-
ernment cost, they should not be made to influence revenue, except through the
medium of prices. This conclusion led usto propose to deal separately with
different parts of the provinoe; ard it was implied, although not distinctly
intimated, that the district would be taken as the unit for examination.

8. On furtirer consideration, however, we are prepared to admit that this
area is too small. 'We do not think that the principal object we hold in view
precludes its enlargement ; and the alteration would certainly obviate to a great
extent many of Sir-A. Lyall’s objections ; there would, indeed, be some decided.
advantage if it were resolved to base the general enhancemeni of revenue

* primarily upon a wide consideration of the general advance in prices, over (say)
an entire province; and then, if deemed necessary, to make some additional
demand upon any district or tract which is shown, when submitted to the price

- test, to have markedly benecfited by the intfoduction of & railway or wnavigable
canal. _All other variations in price might be lefy out of account, as due to
causes too obscure and intricate to justify any inquisitorial investigation, and
as involving a danger of taxing improvementis made by the agricultural popu-
lation, This course would be free from many of the objections which are justly
brought against a more narrow investigation. : ' 3

9. We have how to turn to the more difficult question of the relation be-
tween rents and prices, We may at once repeat our conviction that any restric-
tion on the increase of the revenue ought to involve some similar restriction
upon the growth of rents, It is clearly shown, we think, in the North-Western
Provinces papers that our original proposals are impracticable, if the present
law is to remain unaltered ; and we venture again, therefore, to enquire whether
it is not desirable that the question of limiting our revenue demand in the
future should not be considered in direct conncction with the question of
regulaling enhauncements of rent, at least in the North-Western Provinces.
Leaving out issues of dstail, there are two broad measures between which a
choice might be made. It would be possible, as was indicated in paragraph 3
of our first despatch, to apply to the enhaicement of rent somewhat similar
principles to those which are to influence the enhancement of revenue:
or a modification might be made in the Rent Law, which would render it
difficult for any rapid rise in the rental of occupancy tenants te be effected,
except in relation to a rise in prices. The first course” would allow no enhance-
ment of rent other than that dueto prices and increased cultivation. The second
course would admit of a certain amount of enhancement due to other causes.
But inasmuch as it would afford less interterence with the existing system,
" we desire to bring it primarily to Your Lordship’s consideration. -

10. The present position of the North-Western Provinces Rent Law is

this. There is no restriction upon the rents of tenants-at-will, while those of
occupancy tenants can be only enhaanced upon four grounds,—

o(1) that the rateis below the prevailing rate payable by the same class
of tenants for similar land ; '

{2) that the value of the produce, or

"EX(3) the produgtive powers, have increased otherwise than by the agency
of the tenants; '

(4) that the area has increased.

The third and fourth grounds may be left out of present consideration as .
exceptional. : :

The first ground is that which has been usually employed in the North-

.~ Western Provinces. The second, as the papers before us show, has seldom or
never been used. This was natural. The general efféct of the policy pursued in
the recent resettlement of the WNorth-Western Provinces appears to have been
the levelling up of the rents of occupancy tenants to a series of standards which
were determined by the settlement officer to be the prevailing rate for each
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olass of eoil. The rules lail dowao for the guilanca of esitle nenl ofRcers
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rental puid by that portiom of it which iz held by tenants,

1%, I the rentals e roerdsl iv lomp. e as o mits H impw-
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siciont rumber to justify the avemn)tion of & rate ae the prevail.
ing rate for sach clase.
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Corrected reatal —The total rontal obiins! by aecertaining
the rents sctually paid by tenauts not bo'ding st favoired o privi-
legad rents, an1 by vaplaing the air anl reut fres lant, or lanl
held at nominal or privilogof rates, at the average rates thw
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48. In deciding cases of this ds eription, the Sattlement Ol or
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hil:lhdown i1 the Enha1cenen! Rules, so far as they are appli-
cable,

Enkancement Rules for guidanes of Resenne Officers in enkanec-
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and quoted in the margin®
sufli “iently explain the system
unler which the ustimate of &
fair rental and a fair revenue
was t0 bo caloulaied. It in
easy to understand from a
perusal of them, that as the
settlement officers were to
discout the enhanceinents o*
rental to which wunler the
{)reniliug rate rule the land.
ord was lezally entitied, the
landlords wouI{ on their part
in sell-defonce very gencrally
demand and obtain, either by
consent or by suit, rates of -
rent equal or approximate to
the prevailing rales determin-
el by the scttlement officer.
This is what occurrel. The
process is referred to in the
concluding olauses of the 20th
paragraph of the presont letter
from the North-Western Pro-
vinces Government, and is very
distinotly describel ia the
second paragraph  of Mr,
Elliott’s lottor of 1874,
“ Everywhere, ” it wasexplain-
ed in 1374, “an enhancement
of the revenueis asa rule,
followed by a oorrespondin

enhancement of the rates levie

from the cultivators. This rise
oocurs at the time of settle-
ment, and is ordinarily pressod,
80 a8 to raise the rental, under
the prevailing settlement rate,
to double the amount of reve-
nue assessed on the landlord **

in other words to the full amount to which it has been assumed that the rental
can be raised by enhancement suits, of which amount the revenue is presumed to
be one-half. 8o prevalent has been the process thus described, that all other causes
except competition whick governed enhancements of rent secm to have been more
or less overridden In some casesit istrue that the landiords have been satisfied
with Jower rates than those assumed to be prevailing, or have been unable jto
level up to the prevailing standard. Butin many other cases they have shewn
themselves dissatisfiel with the prevailing rates, and have taken successful
measures {o destroy or threaten the occupancy right so as to obtain competitive
rents. The proportion of occupancy tenants to tenants-at-will is understood to be

Acras.  yearly decreasing, and the areas held
Tenant ares under oocupa cy right .., 87,6089 under occupancy and non-occupancy
Tenant ares not ander oocapancy right 88,72,611  rightg respectively are shown in the latest
Revenué Administration Report received from the North-Western Provinces to
be as givenin the margin. The majority of North-Western Provinces tenants
are probably tenants-at-will paying rents above the prevailing rates payable by
occupancy tenants, and the proportion of such tenants is likely toincrease every
year, both hy curtinued destruction of the occupancy right, and by the
influence of ever-growing competition. But as neither rents determined by
the prevailing rate nor competitive rents have any direct relation to prices,
we cannot avoid the conclusion that, as matiers now stand, prices wonld prove
an unsafe basis for revenue enharcements,
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~11. The position, however, may well become altered with any modification
in the Rent Law. Your Lord:hip has expressed an opinion that no change should
be made, except with the concurrence of the Local Governimeni; and as the
working of the existing Rent Law is at the present moment under the close
observation of the Provincial authorities, we have no intention of anticipating any
conclusions which may be arrived af, exceptso faras to presume the possible
introduction of the measure suggested by the Famine Commissioners, that 12
years’ cultivation within a village, and not merely 12 years’ cultivation of the same
field, should confer right of ocoupancy. This step.would, in the North-Western -
Provinces, at once transform the occupaney minority into a very large
majority, of which possibly about one-half might be the old and the other half
the new occupancy tenants. The residue of tenauts-at-will would become a.
- very small percentage—somewhere perhaps belween 10 and 20 per cent. of
the whole body of tenants; and even these would have a better chance
of acquiring ' occupancy rights. The position would then be, that about
one-half of the whole body of occupancy tenants, 4e, those who had never
lost their rights, would be paying rates more cr less approximate to the
settlement officers’ standards of prevailing rates, while the other half, or the
newl‘y-tlli-a.nsferred tenants, would be, as a rule, paying rates above those
standards. ’

12. It is difficult to see how, under these circumstances, the rents of either
class of occupancy tenants could continue to be raised to any material degree by
reference to the prevailing rate under the first clause above quoted. The
process to which the landlord would then be driven under the law would
be that described in the second  clause of the rule, which governs -enkance-
ment by an appeal to the increase in the value of produce, = This resolves itself
almost entirely into an issue of prices. The determination of the revenue on
the basis of prices would therefore harmonize with the procoss to which landlords
would be compelled to have recourse for the enhancement of rents, and would
offer the further advantage of providing the Courts with the results of the official
investigation into the fluctuations of prices, which the Government would be
obliged -to maintain for the adjustment of revenue. It is a mafter of historical
fact that in the adjo.ning Province of Bengal, which has never been disturbed
by revisions of settlement, attempis to emhance rents under the prevailing
rate clanse have, as a rule, been unsuocessful; but in that province it is the
absence of maps and soil standards, which has driven the landlo:ds to avoid this

lea, and to resort to other measures of enhancing remts, among which has
Eeen the cstablishment of suits on the ground that produce ras risen in
value. But lere again they have been met by the difficulty of proving in
a-Civil Court to what- extent prices have risen, and it is partly the dead-
lock which was thus oocasioned that led to-the proposed amendment of the
Becgal Rent Law, including the introduction of measures which require the
official ascertainment and record of the fluctuation of prices in the Province of
‘Bengal. If thero is auy possibility of the saine results being brought about in
the North-Western Provinces, the dissociation between rents and prices would to
a great extent disappear The course which could then be followed under our
original programme would be briefly this. Existing rentals would in the majo<
rity of districts be a.ccegted as being already fairly well leveiled up to the pre.
vailing rates determined by the settlement officer., Existing revenues would in
# large number of districts be accepted as sufficiently representing the tradi-
.tional 50 per cent. of these rentals, and in the remainder steps would be taken
to bring thom up to the full half. Initial rentals and revenues would thus be
framed at the end of the current terms of “settlement, which, so far as the -
occupancy area is concerned, would in future tend to vary together in accord-
ance with the changes in the value of produce,—the one under the operation
of the Rent Law, and the other under the operation of the proposed system of
assessment. However much, therefore, rents may have been dissociated from
prices in the past, it is scarcely possible thaf they should not be much more
~elosely assooiated with them in the future. The wave of enhancement which
sped over the province in the wake of settlement, swamping as it did all
those minor inequalities which were due to the various oauses ‘enumerated by
the North-Western Provinces Government, brought up the rentals of each traot
to a level, from which they can hardly be lifted again, except under the



738

influence of competition, or the application of the value test; and if the
Famine Commissioners’ sucgestion should be carried into cffect, competitiva
will tend to disappear from the occupancy ares.  Prices will then remaia the
chief lever available for mising the rent-ro'l.

13. These considerations have led us to doubt whether it will be dmirable
to have recourse to a systein of enhancing revenue which eliminates the price
test as its main feature, and substitutes mothods far less likely to be successful
in giving security and certainty to the landiords, merely because the prewent
Rent Law does not lend itself to the desired change. The inevitable conclusion
seems now to be that the two questions of Revenue and Reat should be taken
up together.

It is desirable that we should explain to Your Lordship that, in contemplat.
ing a revision of the Rent Law before dealing definitely with the amessment of
land revenue, we are justified by much previous ocorrespondence ia looking
upon such a revision as inevitable. In our despatch of the 17th October
1882, No. 16, we adverted to this expectation when dealing with the question
of the possible effect of a change in the twelve-year rule in olher Provinces—
a contingency to which our attention was drawn in the 20th paragraph
of Your Lordship's despatch of the preceding August; snd we have aince
received more tuan one intimation from the Government of the North-
Western Provinces that the subject is receiving its olose altention. The
Lieutenant-Governor, in reviewing the Report of the Board of ILlevenue for
the year 1881-82, in which unsatisfactory results of existing law waere
prominently noticed, directed that measures for reform should receive the
special attention of the Revenue officials of the Province. When commenting
upon these remarks, the Government of India implied that a report would
be awaited, and Your Lordship further decided that no legislative action
should be taken without previous reference to Iler Majesty's Government,
Again, in forwarding Your Lordship’s despatch to the Local Government,
the opportunity wus taken to ask for a report which, it appeared from recent
proceedings, had been called for by 8ir A. Lyall in respect to the loes of
occupancy rights in the district of Bulandshahr. It may be added that in
January 1882 Sir George Cou‘}i)er submitted certain proposals affecting both the
relations between landlord and tenants and the system of sssessments; but as
they had been very imperfectly drawn up, they were referred for the furthor
corsideration of Sir A. Lyall, who again promised a complete report on the sub-
ject. 'These circumstances justify an expectation that the tenant question will
be dealt with at an early date, and suggest the advantage of taking up the
reform of the Rent and the Revenue Law at the same time.

14. Apart, however, from other reasons which bave been brought
forward, there is a further strong argument in favour of not dissociating our
revenue scheme from a consideration of the Rent Law We have it now in
our power to go to the landlords with the offer of an important hoon. We
could tell them that we are prepared, -at & considerable sacrifice of our
revenue, to give them an assurance, such as they have unever yet pos-
sessed, as to the principles upon which that revenue will hereafter be levied,
and to afford them a security in the future the want of which in the past
has tended greatly to retard the progress of agriculture; and that all we ask
in return is that they should admit their tenants to partake in sume degree
-of the advantages imparted to them. It may become necessary to restrict
their power of exacting competition rents from the majority of their tenants
and it would then be a great assistance to the Goverrment, from a political
point of view, to be able at the same time to offer them clear and distinct
restrictions on the future enhancements of their revenues. At the present
time, the advantage is all on the side of the Government, It npeed not part
with any portion of its revenue claims, unless it can by so doirg 5rom0te the
welfare of the agricultural population generally. It can now hold out to the
landlords a strong inducement of self-interest to give a willing awent to the
orant of a reasonable amount of security to their tenants ; but if this advan-’
tage is lost a future Government may find itself required to take up the ques-
tion of landlord and tenant when it can only approach it in the aspect of the
advocate of the interests of one party, and therefore necessarily in that of the
opponent of the interests of the other.
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More than this, it is nece to point out that if the present state of
things remains unaltered in regard to rent, we should be doing not only no
good but actual harm to the tecant-cultivator, by restricting our demands on
the landlord.- At present, however great the landlord’s inducements may
be to take advantage of competition, and to break down occupancy rights, in
order to gather into his own hands as large ashare as possible of the profits of
cultivation, these inducements are at least checked by the knowledge that, at
the expiry of the settlement, 50 per cent. of the assefs thus increased will be
demanded by Government. The removal of this check by the Government
engaging to limit its own demands, while doing nothing for the tenant,
would increase the motives which the landlords have to enhance the rents of
their tenants, in that it would assure to them, outside a certain restricted limit,

‘the full enjoyment of any such enhanced rental.

15. From another point of view, too, we are desirous that the question of
bringing the revenue system into approximate accordance with our original
scheme should not be disposed of by objections which, however reasonable,
derive their force from the conditions of the present Rent Law. The principles

_which we originally put forward were held to apply in a greater or less degree
to the whole of India. They have been accepted in the ryotwari Provinces, and
it is important that special difficulties in the North-Western Provinces should
not lead to any exceptional departure from the broad policy which wasdeduced -
from them. It is desirable, therefore, that the question should be thoroughly
sifted, whether or nof any material abandonment of the leading principles of
our original scheme is, in the case of the North-Western Provinoces, really
necessary, for in view of the fact that the questions arising out of 8ir C. Wood’s
despatch of 1864 have remained unsettled for 20 years, we should deprecate
any method of dealing with the matter that does not now lead up to a clear
decision of the principles which are to be adopted. -

16. For the reasons above given, we desire now, to explain t6 Your Lord-
ship to what extent we should be prepared to revise our original scheme in the
event of any modification of the Rent Law which would bring the growth of
the rental info closer connection with prices.

We are willing in the first place to abandon the proposal to frame ini-
tial revenues in anticipation of the expiry of current settlement. Our objects in
making this suggestion were two. We intended to give proprietors an imme-
diate guarantee of their future prospects, and we hoped that by taking the exist-
ing rentals instead of the rentals of some future year as a basis of assessment we -
should get rid of the temptation to falsify the village records. In deference
however to Your Lordship’s opinion, in which Sir A. Lyall concurs, we would
eliminate this part of the scheme. ~'We should be willing also to withdraw our
suggestion fo limit the term of settlement to 20 years;and would maintain the
present period of 30 years ; we should not have to repeat the proposal to assess
any rate upon newly cultivated land in anticipation of settlement now that the
suggestion for the immediate deferminafion of initial revenues has been thrown
out, and we should have no objection in the more recegtly assessed districts to
the entire exclusion of new land from assessment in any estate in which the
inerease could be proved to be below a certain percentage ; we should divide
distriots, not estates, into two classes (1) those in which the reveriues are fairly
adequate, which would include the majority of districts assessed within the last
20 years, and (2) those earlier assessed districts in which the rentals have con-
siderably outgrown the revenues. The latter would be re-assessed according to
" the method proposed by Sir Alfred Lyall for 2nd class estates ; the former on
the principles stated in our first despatch, subject to the modifications now
suggested ; one of the conditions would be the 15 per cent. maximum, which is
also adopted by Sir A. Lyall. In case of objection, the zemindar might, as
proposed by Sir A. Lyall, have the option of being assessed on his rental assets
in the ordinary way. The rise in prices would, however, be determined primar-
ily by a consideration of the prices in the whole Province, subject perhaps to a
further serutiny in particular districts of the effect on them of improved com-
munications. '

17. We turn now to the new proposals from the North-Western Provinces,
Sir A. Lyall, in the able minute .in which he has explained them, states
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that they follow to a considerable extent the schems put forward b
paragraph 3 of Your

Mair in 1874 in the letter referred to in

8ir W
rdship's

despatch of the 22nd March 1883, No, 24. Sir W. Muir's scheme is suor

37. It appears, then, ‘o the Licutenaat-Governor qaibe pweible
that under eertain fxvourable circams amces, th- d‘d- of Gowe
srument might be met at sy fu'ure pariod, mot by o revivion of
set1loment as at proent sonducted, bat by the imposition of a mte-
able incrrase. The irst condition is that the division, distriet. or
tract shall bave b en et the time of ssttlement in o fair state of
development both as r-gards extent of enlt:vated arva and muden
of agricultcre.. The second, that the settlement erginally wade
was oarefully and u: ifor ~ly mads i~ referemce to the productive
charscter f the soil and the nataral capmcitios of the ssverl
estates. In mob u trast, mopjose thit by the sdvance inm : rioes,
competitirn and geners) prosperity, it should be frand that the
letting vslu« of land had .d"HQCE say 120t 156 par ernt sinw
the last settlement, then His Honor seas no reason why the claims
of the Stats sbould not be adequately met by an **all-round *' riss
of, say, 10 per cent. in the land revenus. The amoumt of the
enhancement miyght also have s direct refarence to the original
pres-ure of assomment-~being greatsr where the settlomont was
admitiedly » light one, and less where the ssttlement was sbove
the ordinary standard. Un'ler this system it would be quite
mble to consider ssparately and individually a'l ces # of alle

skip; snd indeed it might be » part of the aystem that objee-
tors shounld have thoir estates mrveyed and settied on thsir own
merits, as at present.—{ Norti- Western Prowinces Government's
letter No. 6554 , dated 2nd March 1874.)

cinctly described in thedutnct
marginally given, and may
conveniently be compared in
this place with the cmpnull
of 8ir A Lyall. Sie W. Muir
would take *the division,
distiict, or tract ** as the unit,
and to all estates within the
area thus determined he
would apply a ocomnmon rate
of enhancement, the pre-
cise rate being determined on
general considerations, which
chiefly turz upon the letting
valueof land. To avoid bard-
ships in individual cases, any
landlord objecting to the rate-
able increase would be given
the right to claim to have his

estate resurveyed and reasaces-
ed on its merits. Sir A. Lyall, on the other hand, proposes to take the
estate as the unit, and to group all estates throughout the province into two
classes, according as they fulfil or fall below the standard of a * fairly developed "
estate. The standard suggested by Sir A. Lyall has exclusive regard to the
proportion of the cultivated to the cultivable area of the estate, the percentagze
being figed at 76 or 80 per cent. A first class estate would thus be one in whioh
at the last settlement 75 or 80 per cent. of the area capable of cultivation was
recorded as actually cultivated. For estates of the first oclass the presont
assessments wouid be taken as & permanent rating besis, and any future
addition to these assessments would take the form of a uniform rate fixed for
the district or other similar tract. This rate would be determined on cone.
siderations similar to thosa proposed by Sir W. Muir, with the proviso that it
should not exceed a fixed maximum, which Sir A. Lyall suggests might be 15
per cent. The proviso is considered by Sir A. Lyall so important an addition to
Sir W. Muir’s scheme as to require that * the fairly developed estate,” and not
the tract, be taken as the unit, if excessive loss of revenue is to be avoided.
For undeveloped estates no special oconcession is proposed ; they are to be
assessed on their actual rentals, but they are to be allowed the privileges of
first class estates whenever they come up to the standard. The hope is
expressed that this will stimulate owners to bring up their estates to the stand-
ard by extending the cultivation of waste lands.

18. As this scheme has not as yet received the criticiams of the looal re-
venue officers, we are unable to do more than mention the objections which
at first sight suggest themselves to us. In the first place, we think the pro-
posed criterion of a fairly developed estate deceptive. The proportion of the
cultivable . area of an estate which is actoally under the plough is cften no
guide to the character of the estate. An estate with only 70 per cent. of
its cultivable area under oultivation, but with 40 per cent, irrigated, bhas
more claim to be considered * fairly developed " than an estate with the
requisite percentage of cultivation, but with little or no irrigation, The
scheme also leaves out of sight what is really a not less important test of devel-
opment than the area of cultivation, namely, the ade of the rental It
is known that the standard of rents varies greatly in different districts, being,
as a general rwie, highest in the east and lowest in ths west of the province.
But from the figures furnished by the subsequent letter from the Govern-
ment of the North-Western Provinces, dated the Zlst June 1884, No. 830,
it would appear that in the western districts quite as many estates would
fall into class I as in the eastern districts. In the Muzaffarnagar district,
for example, where the settlement was made shortly after the Mutiny,
the standard of rent was admittedly low and the assessmeat being based
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_on existing rentals- was correspondingly moderate. Since then railways,
canals, and incressed population have had a powerful effect on rents in
that distriot, and.an assessment on rentals would, in all probability, result in
a large increase of revenue. Yet'in this district 83 per cent, of the estates
fulfil the condition of having had 80 per cent. of their oulturable land recorded
at the last settlement as under cultivation, and would' thus be secured from
any enhancement in excess of 15 per cent. In the Allahabad district, on the
other hand, where the standard of rent is known to be much higher, only 71
estates in every 100 would obtain the benefit of the limitation. An explanation
of this apparent anomaly may, perhaps, be found in the defective classification
of land . into cultivable and uncultivible in many of the earlier seftlemeats, of
which that of “Muzaffarnagar is one. Much land was classed as uncultivable
which in districts settled at a later date would have been placed in the cultiv-
able area. The result is that a larger proportion of estates in the edrlier settled
districts will, under the proposed criterion, be ranked as first class estates than
in districts where the settlement has been more recent and more carefully
conducted. The impossibility of basing accurate deductions from the older
statistics of cultivable areas seems a fatal objection fo Sir A. Lyall's scheme,
and even in later assessments, the standard of what is or is not cultivable has
varied very much with the idiosyncracy of each settlement officer.

' 19, Nor does the scheme afford either the security which we aim at, or the
equality the absence of which is so great a stumbling block to the critics of our
scheme. As the “ general considerations ** of Sir A, Lyall’s scheme apply to the
tract and not fo the estate, the owner of a fully developed estate in class I would
-find his revenue enhanced, becanse various less developed estates of olass IT in
the same tract had increased their rental. The landowner moreover who had not
screwed his tenants, or who had kept a fair margin of land for pasturage, would -
have to pay enhanced revenue, because his neighbours had rack-rented their.
tenants or cultivated every acre of waste land. Ia no case would the landholder -
have any criterion beforehand of what inerease, within, the limits of 15 per ceat.,
he might haveto pay. All that he would be sure of is that the more he ¢an
collect from his tenants, the larger the margin of profit which would be left to
himself. Finally, Sir A. Lyall’s scheme seems to us open to the objection that
it of necessity taxes improvements. In dealing with the more highly developed
estates, it will not be practicable either to decide how much of the increased
letting value over the tract is due to improvements, nor to exclude thls element
from the * general considerations, >’ nor, in dealing with the less developed
estates which will be assessed on their rentals, will it be possible to avoid sharing
in the taxation which the landlord puts on the cultivator’s improvements. Un-
der our scheme this latter difficulty remains till such time as the estate is
adequately assessed. After that it disappears. Under 8ir A, Lyall’s scheme -
it remains till 80 per ceat. of the land entered as cultivable is cultivated.

20. Our general conclusion, therefore, is that the scheme put forward by -
the Local Government is not caleulated to attain fully the objects at which
we aim. It will be unoertain in its effects, and may lead in a large proportion "
of cases to the inquisitorial system of settlement which we deprecate. It has
the one advauntage of basing enhancements on facts ascertained to be applic-
able to the tract, if not to the estate, and it provides a remedy in case of
objection, which, however, would be equally applicable to an enhancement based
on prices. We are not in a position to say whether the proposed definition of
a “ fairly developed " estate could be so improved as to lessen the present
objections to it, and at this stage of the question we have not thought it
advisable to refer the point for the opinion of the local officers ; but, for the =
reasons already given, we prefer our original scheme modified as proposed in
paragraph 16. ) :

21, We may now revert once more to Sir William Muir's scheme, and
explain that we fidd in it only two points of material variance from our own,
and that the importance of these is either not great, or may fend to diminish.
The first is, that Sir William Muir did not propose to assess new oultivation,
We are, however, prepared o forego the assessment of such land except in
cases where the new cultivation amounts to a material portion. (say 10 per

. cent.) of the cultivable area of the gstate. The second is, that the letting
value of land is used in Sir W, Muir's scheme as the chief gauge in estimating
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the enhancement of revenue. If, however, the Rent Law should be so modi-
fied as to regulate the timwt.h of the rental by other cousiderations than
those of competition or the prevailing rale, it seems clear that the rise in

rices and improvement of communications will become the main factors
1in modifying the rental ard hence also the letting value of the land ; that
other cases, chief among which are competition and the improvements
effecled by the cultivator, will have a tendency to disappear; and that
the only * letting value " subject to asessment will be (80 far as the occu-
pancy area is concerned) the former rental, plus an increment which can
be fairly measured by a rise in prices, either provincial or local. The * all-
round rate " of Sir William Muir's acheme will thus tend to become the
“ district rate” of our own. The * letting value, " instead of being enhanoed
by advance in prices, competition and general prosperity, will only be raised
by advance in prices and improved communications. ft is true that Your
Lordship has suggested a modification of Sir William Muir’s scheme, which
would equally affect our own, in proposing that the district rate should be
varied in its application when applied to estates of varying prosperity. We
fear, however, that any such license would lead to uncertainty and ill-feeling,
and, as at present advised, would prefer to see Sir William Muir's original
proposals left unaltered in this respect. '

22. Wehave now laid before Your Lordship the considerations which
induce us to prefer our original scheme, with certain modifications, to that put
forward by Sir A. Lyall. We bave not seen our way to proposing any alter-
native courss, and we bave only to await Your Lordehip’s further instructions.
It is understood, as we bave already explained, that the Local Governmeat is
still prosecuting enquiries into the relations between landlords and tenants,
and collecting data and statistics which will enable it to form a more matured
opinion upon the questions which have been alluded to in the preceding
paragraphs, But no action will be faken until - Your Lordship's reply to this
despatch has been received.

We have the honour to be,
My Logp,

Your Lordship’s most obedient, huinble Servants.
RIPON,
D. M. STEWART.
J. GIBES.
T. F. WILSON,
C. P. ILBERT,
8. C. BATYLEY.
T. C. HOJE.
A. COLVIN.
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APPENDIX B.

[ Referred to ¢n answer io Question No. 6.]

Statistics of persons interned, etc., up to the 31st January 1917.

Y ’ VEMENTS Number of '
. Bsmrgor::;o::nﬁz:.:lt)onnml ornI‘;:).n :r:oe;‘:e g:?:nl Number of persons | Number of persons NUMBER oF PERSONS WHO Total number | Noinber of
: © wio have been dealt] whose movements EAVE BERN BELEASED of persons who [persons interned] Number of
AOT PHOWING HOW MANY HAVE BEEN Aealt with under ith and 1 b tri pe pe! h Number o
’ Regulation 111* | With under XRegula- | have boen restricted . bave been | or reatrictod [porsous arrested
- of 1818 or ?;;rlll'} gullgﬁ “lf]':‘r lfteg,thgy blﬁ 2wn : interned or |Imder the nnc!lerhmla 13-4
N . o H 1echarged or : tricte t EMARKS, '
Province. domiciled § estricted to tricted & i:e}f;:;:ntﬁdg in the first place beon(sequitied by special h:m Mhm;m from confine- :?d::-ethe in:;ogrmi‘ ound:rr:hlz. .F s
:ﬁh e rthe?,. i “;’:'l o oth:r 1315 or in Bombay | Peetricted under the| Tribunals or by o nm:vm;ﬁ: '| mentonder Iugress Ordinangs who | Defeuos of
own eir own villages P%Y | Defence of Indin | Ordinary Courts of ndar Regalation into India . n India
homes. villages, than their own.| under Regulation ¥ . Defonce of eg sve hee ndis Aot.
. *XXVof 1827, Aot. ]IIW.‘ Tudis Act. 111 of 1818. Ordinauce. rel ensed.
. 4 . .
1 2 8 4 L 6 T 8 . @ 10 11 12 13
—— b I
Madras . " . . e 1 e a(a) . roa ey . : ea ] -5 b 8
BOMMY » . . aar B lo(ﬁ) . e vae 11 - Lzo ! P ::-.
Bengal . . . 173 617 82 88 86 18 4 a8 | 877 638(c)
gnimfb Provinces . . 1 10(d) o - - 23 S - 14 9 8(#
anjeb . . . 102 30 5 #808 | 3 '
(at present 61) [ (at present 18) - 2199 (g
Borms . s . 11 T4(h 8 [ 2 12 885 848 47(5)
‘Bihar and Orissd . & 8 4 2. .- 1 - 2 1 P
Central Provinces . 1 . 4% S i e e ves e 1 1 7%;
Assam . . - 2 b » “ - 1’ )
North-Weet: Frontier 2 4(m) vee rer e 9 e 1
Province, : ’
cmrg [ . .| f " e e . s e [T e T e "
Delhi . . . -2 8 2 v e 1 1 -
4 "

®
3

Of thess 8 have been released,

/) Inaddition 29 of those interved have been convicted in conspiracy and other cases ; orlp
Of thess 6 have been released unconditionally, 1 was restricted to bis own villege,

h) In addition 16 were prohibited from entering specified areas,

i) Of these 1 releassd and 8 deslt with by courts and remainder desl

pending 6, 564 —movements restricted.

J) Of theae § have been interned and 2 evioted from Bibar and Orissa and subsequently interned in Bengal.
k) In nddition 1 person was directed to remove himself from the Jubbulpore Listrict and 1 person (Mra. Besanf) was directed not to enter the province.
7) One peracn was released snd in the case of a second orders are about to issne interning him in & village other than his own.
m) In addition one was directed $o remove himse!f from the province and one was not permitted to enter it,

5
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orip has died in jil;‘and thare sre 64 pereons still interned in jail.
7 restricted to villages cther than their own and 3 interned,

t with under rale 8, Defence of Indis'Rulu, and Ingress into India Ordinance,

n) 1n eddition 7 were deported or probibited from entering the Presidency; 8 were detained for enquiry and then relessed and 18 were confined in Civil Camps,
XKalapabar, one fo Rangoon and one has died. )

The referance is Ego Madras 1Reguh;’tiun 2 of 1818. Five areab lnagé tlmdcr police n]l.lrveillance 1a|:lr:d 4-f are in jail, Gl‘Olgld! of restriction not connected with war,
Of these 1 transferred to Calcubta for cnstody nud 1 still interned. In sdditjon was exclu rom the Malabar District and 24 temporarily interned ding enquiry. Of t
and 20 transferred to the Provinces to which they belonged. porany peading enquiry. OF thete 24, 8 waro relonsed, 1 diod
Of theso 636 persons, 54 were released, 13 sent for trial,
In addition 16 were excluded from the United Provincea,

¥

-

Of {ho last named 18, 12 bave besn transforred to

4
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE INDIAN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ASSEMBLED UNDER
THE PROVISIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ACT, 19156

" 7 45 & 6 Geo. V, Ch, 61.) '

e

- The Council met &t the Couneil Cha.mber, Imperial Secretariat, Delhi, on
- . Friday, the 23rd March, 1917..

PrEsgENT :

 His Excellency- BARON Ounnmsronn, ?.0., ¢ M.8.7., G.M.LE,, che V:ceroy .
© - apd Governor General] presiding, and 64 Members, of- whom 58 were
Addxtlonal Members. . .

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS.

The Hon'ble Honorary Ca.pta.m AJab Khan, Sardar
Ba.ha.dur, asked :—

<% (@) Are there any faclhtles or concessions for educatmg the children !ﬁgﬂm ot
of Indlan soldiers in general and particularly the chﬂdren of those who have Indian
fa]len in the present war? . .

(6) If the answer to the above is in the nega.hve, w111 Government be
-pleaseddto consider the matter ?

*

e

The Hon'ble Sir C. Sankaran Nair replied :—=

« Special facilities exist for the education of the childreh of soldiers resident
in regimental lines, but these would not apply to the ehildren of those” who -

have fallen in the war. Local Governments are being consulted om the
matter,” .

The Hon'ble Mr. Bhnpendra N’ath Basu sisked :—

. “(a) Will Government be pleased to - make & statement =ﬁowmg the Emolnmenta
emolumenta to which Indian soldiers and officers from the lowest to the highest acidi ~
rank are entitled according {6 Army Regulations ?_ , . . ~

(3)” Will Government be pleased to n.ake a similar statement in regard to
British soldiers and officers of all ranks serving in Indiap *

(748 ) o
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repliend§s ‘Excellency the Commander-in-Chief in India

*The information asked for is contained in Arm latio Indi
Volume I, to which the Hon'ble Member is referred.” Yy Regulations, India,

The Hon'’ble Sir Prabhashankar Pattani ssked :—

Custorne 3. “ Will the Goverament be pleased to state—
;-:5::::- (a) if their attention has been drawn to the complaints that have from

time to time appeared in newspapers regarding the hardshi
experienced by British subjects, not to'mention the subjects o
friendly Native States, on account of the imposition of the land
Customs Line at Viramgam and Ranpur ?

(8) if they have received a representation embodying proposals which
may form the basis of a satisfactory solution of the gquestion
culminating in the abolition of the Customs Line ?

(c) if the Customs Line is justified by the results of its working for the
last 13 years that it is now in existence P

(d) if it is intended to perpetuate the cordon oe to raise.it, ami it to
r%isﬁ it, v;hether any indicativn can be given as to the time of its
abolition

The Hon'ble Sir George Barnes replied :—

“ The attention of the Government of India has heen drawn {0 the come
plaints to which the Hon'ble Member refers. They have received proposals
from the Government of Boubay regarding the question of the abolition of
this Customs Line. These propusals are now under eonsiderstion, and I am
unable to make any further statement on the subject at preseut '

BUDGET, 1917-18.

112 awm, The Hon'ble Maung Bah Too:—* My Lord, as the representa.
tive of Burna permit me to heartily thank Your Lkxcellency and Lady
Chelmsford for having honoured Burwma with a visit very early during your -
$erm of office in spite of the pre-vccupations created by the war.

“In the presence of the larger issucs we of Burina do not desire to
Jimportyne Your Excellency and the Linperial Government with a statement of
our local requirements, for we reccgnise that all other interests must be sube-
ordinated to the immeasurably wore important one of the prosecution of the
war to victory Burma has become, I venture to subwmit, a F'rovince which in
industries and commerce can rapk fairly high with several of the other Pro-
vinces of the Indian Empire, and in loyalty I say that it is sccond to none of
those JFProvinces. Burma is doirg her * Bi¢’ in the war. The Burmans
have given material assistance in munition-making. There are also Burmans
who are employed as mechanics, telegraphisis, fitters, artisars andso forth
in the war zone, and Burmans are also fighting for tbeir King and Country.
Recruitment to the Burmese Company of Sappers and Miners, the Military
Police and the new Compauy of Lioncers has been very satisfactory,

“ We are extremely grateful to the Imperial Government for appointing
a Burman td officiate as a Judge on the Bench of the Chief Court of Luwer
Burma last year, aud fus having recently re-appointed ihe same Burman Judge .
again as a temporary measure, but gur greatest ambition now is to see him as
a permanent incun.bent of that Bench, as from all accounts he has proved to
be an admirable Judge, . - - : T
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- s Aplin.] '
: “ Burma has, besides having contributed towards several Relief Funds
_in connection with the war, including gifts in the shape of money and comforts.
to the Red Cross Sooiety, shown its loyalty and patriotism by presenting Your
"Excellency on the occasion of your visit, to Burma with a sum of rupees
26,00,000, as the first instalment of the voluntary contribucions made to the

British Government towards its war expenses, in token of our appreciation of,
"and gratitude for, the prolection,we owe to His Majesty’s” fighting forces I

submit that, having regard to Burma’s comparatively smnall population, these

contributions have been coivsiderable. The Burma War Fund is being daily

increased by further voluntary contributions., In common ‘with other loyal-
citizens, I hope that encmy influences will bé excluded from Burma after- the
.war. They have abused the hospitality which was offered them and have

attempted to corrupt loyal men.: I am glad to say that they did not succeed

in seducing a single Burman from his loyalty. .

“T desire to take this opportunity of drawing the atténtion of Your
Excellency and the Imperial Government-to certain disabilities wunder
which my Province labours through the absence of a High Court andof
‘means of commuanication throughout the Province OQur chief. wants
‘are—(1) the constitution of a High Court which will be a Supreme Court
for the whole Province, buth for Upper and Lower: and (2) a more
liberal grant for the improvement of the communications, as we apprehend
that the Burma Government will be unable to carry them out by means of the
resources at present at its command. I earnestly hope that my solicitations
are not premature, since I venture to thick that there are signs indicating
:lliat t]:ie war will soon be ended on terms honourable to the British Nation and

e Allies. ‘ R

“There is oue mafter on which there is strong feeling in Burma, namely, '
that the Burma University Bill should be introduced in the Burma Legislative
Council. We Burmans do not want that a Bill so closely affecting our Province
‘should be discussed and perbaps medified by those who have no knowledge of,
or interest in, the Province and its educational system.: ’

“ In conclusion, I feel it my duty fo say that in our present Lieutenant’
“Governor, the Hon’ble Sir Harcourt Butler, we have a sympathetic administra-
tor, who has made himself thoroughly acquainted with the needs and resources
of the Provinoe, aud who I venture to say rightly believes that she has a great
future. We had looked forward to much administrative, educational and
industrial progress during his administration. But this does not at all stand in
the way of our extending a warm welcoma t6- our Lijeutenant-Governor-desig-
nate, the Hon’ble Sir Reginald Craddock, whose devotion to duty, great ability .
and mafure experience fully justfy us in expecting that during his adminis-+

tration also it will be the good fortune of Burma.ta record satisfactory progress
al along the line,” L _ ‘ .

The Hon’ble Lieutenant-Colonel S. H. Aplin :—“I anf11.7.x
very reluctant to take up any of the Ovuncil’s time for I know- this is going -
tobe a very long day, hut I would ask permission to add just a few words to
'my Hon'ble colleague’s remarks on the needs- of Burma. He has rightly
included among these, the most pressing of our needs, firstly, the necessity for _
more rapid progress in the improvement of communioations, and, secondly,
the early establishment of a University at Rangoon. ' ‘

.~ tAsregards the University, public epinion in the Province is very strongly
oppose.d—-ancf not unnaturally—to any avoidable delay. TItis of cowrse fully -
recognised that all lacal schemes involving heavy expenditure . must be held in
abeyance till the war is over ; but there is a very keen desire, a very earnest
hope, that the introduotion of the University. Bill will not be delayed, and that
the Looal Council will be permitted to. deal with' it. The Bill has already
heen prepared and, I understand, has received the approval of the Local
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Government. It bas been prepared, I may mention, by the Burma Eduoa.
tional 8yndicate, which is a very influential body, compwed maioly of non-
officials and is presided over by the Chief Justice. Conditions in Burma
differ very materially from those prewailing in India, and it is claimed==
and I submit with justice—that & Bill introduced in the Provincial Council,
where local conditions and m«i)uimmentl are fully understood, is wmore
likely to prove acceptable to the Provinos than one introduced here,

* Thess, My Lord, are the views held in Burma, and I venture to joia my
Hon'ble colleague in voicing them here in the hope that they will reccive the
early and favourable consideration of the Government of India.

“The ierovement of communications is & matter of very great import.
ance, not only to Burma, but also—though of course in & lesscr degree —to
the rest of India, for it is the first and most emential step in the development
of Burma’s resources. India is obviously interested in this development,
because it must yield a very considerable increase to the Imperial revenues
which then perhaps may be in a position to finance the various schemes of pro-
gress and reform which have been lately pressed on this Council. Burma already
contributes roughly about one-third of the tital provincial forest revenue of
India, and I have no doubt that this contribution would be very materiall
fncreased if her immense forest resources were fully developed. ?ho Hon'ble
8ir Claude Hill told us the otber day that a Erojeet for bunding a stretch of
the river Irrawaddy is shortly to be undertaken at & crat of 62 lakhs, and that
the return estimated is no less than 20 per cent. This, I think, it will be
universally admitted, should prove a most profitable investment

“But itis not only in forests and in agriculture that the development, of
Burma will prove a scund financial proposition. Burma is peculiarly rich in
minerals of various kindas, but these of course cannot be exploited without
capital. Capital, however, is not likely to be furthcoming tiil private enterprise
is attracted, and that cannot happen until reasonable facilities of communicas
tion and transport have been provided. The Government of India, and I grate-
fully admit it, have already recognised Burma’s need of financial amsistance
in the improvement of communications, and I venture to hope that my

"Hon'ble colleague’s appeal for still more liberal assistance will meet with &

generous response when the exigencies of war permit a larger expenditure
on provincial requirements.”

The Hon'ble Sir Fazulbhoy Currimbhoy :—* My Lord, I will
not preface my remarks on the Financial Statement with the usual congratu.
lations, because there can be nothing but approval of the bold and statesman-
like manner, in which my Hon'ble friend, the Finance Minister, has once
again grappled with the financial exigencies of the country, and met the calls
upon our Exchequer as the direct consequence of the war. I look upon the

. Budget for the coming year as essentially a war Budget, and I do not therefore

propose 1o offer any criticism. The burden as now distributed falls mainly
upon the shoulders of the *Upper Ten®’, and that again of the commercial
or industrial classes, as one of the provisos of both the new Super-tax Aot
and the Income-tax Act make the new impostinapplioable to the ~ rich land-
owner olasses. Bpeaking on behalf of Indians of the former class, whom it
is my proud’ privilege to represent upon this Council, I can assure Your
Excellency that, hard though they are hit, the burden will be borne by them
with that patriotio readiness which has always characterised their aotions
throughout these critical times, I have no doubt the response to tle new Loan
will be as generous as it will be spontaneous, and I already feel re-assured of the
unﬁrecedenbed success of this appeal for funds. The contribution of a hundred

illions, although insignificant compared with the thousands of millions the
war is costing, is to my mind, looking to the limited-resources of the eountry
a little too high ; bat it is weloome, because it brings the country into line
with the Dominions, if it ever did really lag behind in shouldering its share of
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the burdens of the Empire in this struggle for existence against the enemiés.
I hope it will silence those at least of the thoughtless and carping eritios whose
gole business, it strikes me, is to offer destructive, and at times obstructive,
criticism instead of standing shoulder to shoulder with the Government and
the various classes of the British people, and aiding them speedily to achieve
that objeot, with which, we ali stand obsessed at present, namely, to win a
great and final vietory over the Central Powers.

- “ Coming now to the details of the Statement,I feel, My Lord, T must
diverge from my original intention and congratulate my £riend, the
Hon'ble Sir William Meyer, on his determination not to increase the Salt Tax,
and thereby to add to the already heavy burden of the poor man, made heavier
-day by day, through the inordinate increase in the prices of the very necessi-
ties of life. This decision is all the more welcome politically looking te the
critical times through which we are passing. I take this opportunity to
express the hope which is shared by every public man in the country that the
question of prices will be one of the earliest to engage the attention of the
Government hereafter.

% The enhancement of the Cotton Import Duties, now supported by the
unanimous vote of the Housa of Commons, is most welcome and is regarded
az an indi:ation that Government have realised the inequity of the Cotton
. Excise Duties and have determined to abolish them totally as soon as the

financial situation will permit after the termination of the war. My Lord,
there can be.but one feeling, that of unmitigated regret, at the discordant
note struck by the f.ancashire Deputation to the Secretary of State. over this
question. As Mr. Chamberlain so aptly. pointed out the Deputation displayed
an ‘absolute,” and if I may add deplorable, ‘want of knowledge of Indian
conditions and Indian feelings,’ an ignorance not simply of that, but of the
grave warning uttered so recently as last year by so eminent a Statesman as Lord
Hardinge. The whole country must feel reassured at the Secretary of State’s
courageous and-outspoken attitude and his firm determination ‘to counteract
the impression that the Government’s fiscal policy is dictated by .selfish
considerations ’ and also fo not ‘deny fo the people of India the fair play
whioh they expeot.’ My Lord, the Secretary of State has effectually answered
the arguments of the Deputation” which were in themselves untenable. But
.the worst feature of the position, as .it existed up to now, was not that it
benefited Lancashire and did not benefit India, but that it permitted other -
and foreign countries to take advantage of this invidious position and o make
India the dumping ground for their wares when her own staple industry was
being starved. I fail to comprehend how a body of shrewd -British merchants
with a robusf] sense of the right and the wrong, where their own interests are
oonocerned, shohld have been so carried away as fo overlook the grave injustice
suffered by this country for well nigh twenty years, It wds indeed a happy
coincidence which enabled the Secretary of State to place™ before ‘the Deputa-
tion the disinterested testimony of His Highness the Maharaja of Bikanir and
the Hon’ble Sir S. P. Sinha, two of the representatives of the Government of
India to the Imperial War Qouncil. My Lord, I cannot pass from this subject
without paying the grateful tribute that is due to Your Excellency and XYour
Excellenoy’s -Government for the bold and persistent stand made in seein
this long-standing wrong righted. It is earnestly hoped at the same time an
even the fond belief is cherished, that the enhancement will not be looked npon
as a war easure to be withdrawn on the -establishment of peace.. We quite
recogaise that this, and all other, Imperial fiscal questions must be reconsi- ~
dered when we have the time to assimilate the educative lessons of the war,
but the first consideration in this analysis must be the interests of India.

- % My Lord, the Budget is not the only land-mark in the history of this -
country set up within the most epoch-making period in the annals of the
~world. . A new and greater land-mark was erected only the other day by the
enactment of the Defence Force Act, and by the throwing open of enlistment
facilities in a greater measure to the sons of India.” That measure is again a
‘happy augury of the * changed angle of vision ’, and I have little or no doubt,



750 BUDGET, 1917-18.

[ Sir Faculbhoy Currimbhoy; Mr. K. 7. Ronga-  {23np Maxcm, 1917.]
swamy Ayyangar. |

will meet, with that prompt and extensive responss which it fully and
eminently deserves, although I am led to fear that the response as such may
to some degree be handicapped by the absence of the privilege of Indiana being
granted commissioned ranks and perhaps the meagre salary paid. I fecl oon-
fident, however, that the patriotism amr sclflessniens of yourg India will ries
superior to these considerations, and that there will be that free « ffer of rervioe
which we all so proudly and with confidence expeet. 1 a'so consider that, if
enlistment for Indiana was thrown open from 16 to 18, it would have brought
opportunities to 8 wider extent to the youth of the country to be trained in the
profession of arms, and thus laid the foundation for a great Indian citisen
army. His Exceliency the Corimander-in-Chiei’s assurunce that *all eminently
tem perate suggestions which have been put forward will be fully and sympas
thetically considered in the future * couveys the grateful asuiance that these
and other considerations will meet with generous treatment

“ I regret that my Hou'ble friend, the Finance Minister. should have bean
compelled to resort to an increase in railway: freichts Owing to the high
prices ruling at present, it nay not be felt so much for the moment, but atter
all, the return which this inorease will bring is slight, aod it must hamper the
internal trade of the country, and I would rather be had resorted to some other
means of raising revenue I am glad of the aswsurance that it is to be loked
upon as & war measure, and that the freights will again be reduced immwediatoly
upon the termination of tue war,

““ My Lord, I have slready referred to the two'land-marksin our progress,
and I now come to an event which might well, without risk of being hy perbolio,
be termed epoch-making, I refer 10 the departure of India’s represontatives
to attend the Imperial War Council. (The unanimous feeling throughout
the length and breadth of the country over this wise step is one of
unbounded enthusiasm, rejoicing and pride, that India bas at last received
-recognition as an inteeral part of the great British Empire of equal, if not
greater, importance than the Colonies, and that her claim to be represented in
the inner Councils of the Empire has been vindicated) While on the subject
I cannot refrain from once again referring to the deep and everlasting debt
of gratitude which Iodia owes to your illustrious predecessor, Lord Hardinge,
for having secured for her this great privilege. This Council will disouss not
only the most pressing and aIl-absorging question of how most successfully to
~carry_the war to speedy victory, but will doubtless, atter the question of all
questions is discussed and settled, proceed to consider some at least of the post-
war problems, and amongst these the question of frade after the war. The
ﬁsca{) relation of the various parts of the British Empire with each other and
with the Allies and Neutrals ig bound fo be raised, and E venture to express the
hope that Your Excellency’s Government will be alive to the importance of
India’s interests in any trade or fiscal arrangements that may be decided upon,
and will make it a point to see that the Indian point-of-view is effectually and
emphatically represented and expressed, and the country’s great stake and
future safeguarded. I feel confident Your Excellency’'s statesmanship will
not fail to see that full measure of justice done to the country which she deserves
and has won by her sacrifice of blood and treasure for the common cause of the
Fmpire, - Lot

“ My Lord, a period pregnant with the most historical events in the annals
of this country has been made more historic by the Ordinance recently issued
by Your. Excellency’s Government prohibiting indentured labour, It is no
misty benevolence or vague sympathy that has led to the Ordinance being
issued, but a far-sizhted and sagacious statesmanship quick to grasp the position

~ and the degrading reality of the situation which bas led to it, and My Lord,

. this measure is bound to evoke unstinted and unqualified approval throughout

- ithe country.”

11'15 A, )

- The Hon’ble Mr. K. V. Ra.nga.swamy: Ayyangar :—* My
. Lord, the provision of & hundred millions sterling, together with its interest,
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which amounts nearly- to double the gift, towards the war expenditure of the
Empire, is undoubtedly the most prominent feature of the Budget of ' this year.

- Apart from the consideration, as has been pointed out by our esteemed colleague,

the Hon’ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya, of neglecting to take this Council

into confidence befors the contribution was made, the burdening to a breaking
point of a conufry, whose poor people are already over suffering owing to.
results of a peculiar economic policy of the Government of India, without
leaving a margin for emergencies, should furnish an insoluble problem to the
statesman, This danger of the total helplessness of India in the event of a
direct attack on her, though it'is to be hoped that the recent brilliant victories
of the British arms in Mesopotamia and other fronts would make this a remote
contingency, must not escape - the noticea of this Council. It is, of course,
difficult to say what the end of the war will bring to us in the shape of new
international relations. We cannot lightly -brush aside what policy actuated
the framers of the Government of India Aot for the necessity of the inclusion
therein of sections 20 and 22, .

. L "
¢ In this connection it has to be pointed out, especially in view of the
unmerited complaints brought agaiust India in certain Anglo-Indian organs,
. that even without this huge contribution India has borne more than her own:
fair share'as compared with other parts of the Empire from the services already
rendered by her in her sacrifices of men and money.

“Carefully did I scrutinize the figures of the contribution towards this
loan in both men and money by India and by the various Colonies. I have
not deemed it proper tq disclose the figures at the present time, I am well
convinced that no Colonies peopled with richer classes have made a similar
sacrifice. Is it fair to strain the resources further ? ' :

“The immediate result of all theseis the levy of a differentiated Super-tax,
T had already spoken of its unfairness when the Bill was first introduced—.
especially that aspect of it which cleverly excludes JuintStock Companies
while seriously affeciing the richer section of lndians that has ever been ready
to contribute to war funds liberally. The enhanced charges on telegraphs and
petrol and the inoreased fares on rallways again virtualiy constitute increased
taxation seriously affecting the richer sections. Iudeed the surcharge on
goods carried by railway and the tariff on yarn and piece-zoods affect the
people, as one Bengali paper puts il, more than thesalt tax itself, Perhaps
the tariff may prove good as it may serve to protect indigenous texti'e-
industries a little; and I do not agree with some who say that it is something
as medical aid being requisitioned t. ihe dead. :

* Apain, the note of alarm has already been struck by the announcement
of the Finance Minister-in paragraph 60 of his spéech that evenland may not
be exempt from further taxation.” If it is to partake of the nature of a
general increased cess, it will affect all sections of land-holders, the majority of
whom, it is notorious, are already-on the brink of bankruptey. A little refleca
tion is enough to convince that taxeson Zemindars are of the nature of tributes
from rultong chiefs, while itis unfair, if not illegal, to enhance land tax on
ryotwari land<hoiders within the period between une settlement and another. -
For even. as oclalmed by Government land fax is taken to be a contract to pay
at a definite rate for a definite period. Qur Hon'ble Finance Member has realised -
that it was the land-holders who were maintaining the local roads and railways _
for the convenience of all the other olasses, and yet he has declared in this
strain. It would be ‘a matter of great heartburning if gnother burden, as
indicated by the Hon'ble Member, is brought to bear upon them.

It has been repeatedly advanced in this Council that the subject of
Primary Eduoation should receive the urgent coasideration of the Government
next to the question of military expenditure. But, in this land of agriculture
as one representing mainly agricultural iuterests, may I not be permitied to
urge on Your Excellency, with all the emphasis I.eould command, the necessity
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of recognising the improvement of irrigation as the foremost duty of Goverun-
ment. This seems to me and to many others ss a panacea for most evila, It
will enable people ¢o help themselves in many important matters where

are helpless now~—such as, education, improvement of sanitation, eto. It wi
minimise the recurrence of famines which 0 often direct the finger of scorn
against British administration. At present in India, education ps given by the
Government is resorted to only as a means of getting a livelihoorﬁl and irrigas
tion would better achieve this object. By comparing education with irrigation,
it is not at all my aim to under-estimate the value of education. I attach as
much importance to education as any ardent advooate of it, and I say that irri-
gation should be recognised as equal in importance to education. There are
many important schemes of irrigation where delay would simply be danger-
ous. The decision of the Supreme Government in the matter of Kanname
bady Project is sure to bring ou the greatest hardships on the people of
Tanjore and Trichinopoly Districts, unless the Methur project is taken on
hand for execution immediately, and I fear that many other Native Statce
would take a leaf from the Government of His Highness the Maharaja of
Mysore and steal a march over the Government of India, taking advantage of
its dilatoriness, It is a matter for serious regret that in the curreat year
again there is a further retrenchment under the head which must neccesmarily
impair the proper working of even the existing systems of irrigation. The
agricultura{) classes have the largest claim on the consideration of the Governe
ment, and I cannot too strongly urge on it the necessity of adopting a liberal
policy towards them especially in the matter of irrigation.

“I have already brought to the notice of this Counoil the greatest injustics
that is continued to be done to many Hindu and Mchammedan religious
institutions by the action of the G.vernment in not giving to them the full
benefit of the incones derived from their lands that are managed by the
Government, and in not returning to them the unpaid and accumulated
surplrses of previous years. It is a strange plea for the Governraent t» advanoce
that it is unable to° get at the exact accounts; for most acoura'e accounts are
always kept as regards the claims of Government itself against any of ils
subjects, especially if they happen to be agriculturists. Many of these temples
are in a ruinous state of repair, and it will bring contentment and comfort
to thousands of people if their property is restored to ‘them completely. They
no longer require apy further nursing from Gover.ment, if they required it so
long at all under these costly conditions, These Trust Funds should receive the
most sympathetic cunsideration of Government, and I must beg Your Ex-
cellency to issue strict instructions to Local Governments for more liberal
and straightforward dealings with these religious institutions.

“The action of Governmen{ in having put a stop tothe emigration of
indentured labour during the war has secured for it the thanks of the Indian
community, and it is to be huped that steps may be taken to stop it perma~

nently even after the war.

. % A few days ago the Indian public was much amused to read that the
Secretary of State had taken shelter, while replying to the protest of Lanca.
shire against Indian cotton tariff, under the plea that ‘it was not within
practical politics to raise excise as not a single Member of the Legislative
Council of India would vote for it.” It is indeed a rare compliment especi-
ﬁlly to the non-official section and they may be excused if they do not know

ow to receive or in what terms to acknowledge it. But it is sad to reflect
that few of the many Resolutions of non-official Members have been able to
make head against the official majority—as though there is such persistent and
concentrated unreasonableness in all their demands. I can understand the

. ignorant villagemen preferring requests to us as soon as we get into the
Council for rectifying one or the other of their grievances and abolishing some
of their heavy taxes. But it is surprising to see that the Becretary of State
eredits us with powers that we constituents know we cannot exercise, .
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- “ It only remains for mo to join in the general chorus -of congratulations
on the Hon'ble the Finance Minister on his having so ably framed the Budget
of this most trying year and on the Hon’bie the Educational Member for pro-
viding 30 lakhs more this year than the last for education.” Lo

- 'The Hon'ble Mr. M. B. Dadabhoy =*“ My Lord, if the Hon'ble
Sir William Meyer has the misfortune to have the managewent of cur finances
in times of exccptional difficulty and stress, he has the singular good luck
to have the whole country at his back in his financial arrangements. The
cordiul reception accorded by the public to the Budget, marked though it
is' by extra heavy expenditure and additional taxation, should be welcome
to any Finance Minisier, It shouid likewiss be welcomme to Government,
both here and in Eagland, affording as it doss the clearest proof of the good
sense, the patriotism, and the enthusiasm of the whole Indian community in
tho great ailiel cause. Abunormal expeadifure and heavy taxation are
- always distasteful to the people, and if they cheerfully accept the position,
it is not because they do not feel -the strain, but because, in their firm
determination to strengthen the hands of His Majesty’s Government in this
orisis, they have not the slightest disposition to spare themselves. ;

“ My Lord, by far the most remarkable feature of this Budget is- the bold
decision of Government that India shall raise the largest possible internal
war loan, and supplement it by taking over 50 much of the British loan as
may be necessary to bring the contribution to £100 million. This decirion
of Your Excellency’s Government has been enthusiastically welcomed
throughout the Ewnpire as a further proof of India’s loyalty and determination
to cheerfully share in the sacrifices of this great war. Your Excellency
rightly interpreted and voiced the feelings and sentiments of "the people,
when in January Jast Your Excellency communicated to the Secretary
of State that ‘the time has come for India to place her wcredit
and her taxable capacity at the disposal of His Majesty's ‘Govers
ment ', and that such an offer °will evoke a general response from

11-21 a.m

the Princes and vpeoples of India’. The War Loan is undoubtedly -

an event which will truly form a distinet landmark in our fisaneci 1 history,
The- Ruling Prirces and ~geoples of India are fully alive to the sacred
respopsibility which has devolved on them as a component part of the great
Bri.ish Ewpire, and are only too eager to take their share in the sacrifice of
blood and money, and are prepared to participate in all financial burdens
howsoever heavy. We remember with gratitude the substantial pecuaniary aid
~ rendered by the people of England on several occasions when dire fawmines

afflicted our eccuntry. My Lord,(the amount of the proposed contribution has
not evoked in the country any adverse criticism, and it is only just to
acknowliedge that there is & loyal desire every vhere to abide by the Government
decision. The reasons underlyiag the popular support are clear, A thorough
ldentity of Indian interests with those of the British Empire as a whole, and a
general keen desire to share the financial . responsibilities of the war without
strict regard to the financinl capacicy of the tountry, are the most importang
among them.) Mr. Chamberlain was quite justified in affirming that the
grant from India has been made. * by the unanimous grod-will of the Indian
people’ The people ,of England have made the grea‘est sacrifice both in men

and money, and we Indians, whose fates are indissolubly linked with the British .

people, will not lag behind, ‘either in sympathy -and enthusiasm, or in:
waking any sacrifice which is ocorsistent with cur ecomomic condition. We
cannot lcse sight of the fact that during the last two-and-a-half years India has
wholly escaped hardships nid other serious consequences attendant on a war
of such maguitude, and on the whole has been free from ail perils by sea
owing to" the splendid service the British Navy hes rendered in guarding
all the sea routes to “our great Enipire . We [fully realise that no
sacrifioes on our part are too great for the victory of the British arns. I
is undex British rule that India hes -enjoyed unbroken peace, material
prosperity, aud religious toleration, and.bas made rapid strides in geuneal
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education, culture and civilization. Our duty requires us to doall we can
to bring the war to a viotorious termination. It now ouly remains for n!rﬁ
person in this country from the highest to the lowest to respond to the ce
ungrudgingly and with unabated enthusiasm, snd to subscribe every rupee
that can be spaied to make the War Loan a oolomal success, and a worthy
contribution of & great dependency whose claims to a voice in the Courcils of
the Empire have recently upheld, At last an opportunity for India bhas
arrived. Let India rise to the occasion and show to the world that she is
not less alive to her sense of national duty and responsibility than other
dependencies of His Majesty's great Empire.

“My Lord, I may be permitted to respectfully point cut that the scheme
devised for the payment of £100 million sterling to His Majesty's Government,
though admirable as it is, is capable of improvement. In my humble opinion
there is another practical method of mecting s substantial portion that
liability than the propoeal to take over tho £90 million sterling of the Home
Govarament’s War Debt. The Government proposal entails an snnual charge
of at Jeast £4,260,000 in iuterest and sinking fund, an smount considershly
over the total annual payment of interest on the whole of the Rupee Debt of
India, and about two-thirds of the total annual intereat on the whole of our Sterl.
ing Debt. Add to this the annual charge of the £10 million loan, and the total
annusal charge will be heavy. And not only that: Whereas practioally
the whole of our existing Public Debt, both Ku and Bterling, has
been raised for reprodwctive purposes, and the interest is cha to the reve:
nues from our railways and irrigation works, the whole of the new loan of
£100 million sterling will be for wmproductive purposes and the
annual payments therefor willbe a charge upon the general revonues. The
additional charge must to {that extent uffect tK: rescurces of this Government
for many years to come, and this at a time when the insistent demands for
the development of education, sanitation, irrigation, railway, commeroe and
industry have to be put off for want of funds. Taxation has its limits in all
countries ; and the limits must of neceesity be parrow to a degreein an
industrially backward conntry like India. Ordinary prudence would counsel
the maintenance of a substantial margin of taxable assets, especially in Indis.
But with the new scale of taxation in operation this margin hes become extremes
ly narrow. It would be wrong to calculate upon a reversion to our pre-war
expenditure even after peace has Eeen restored, Lhe Hoao'ble 8ir Willi.am Meyer
told us last year that ¢ the termination of the war, when it comes, will leave
us with heavy financial demands,upon us’ And, further, * the experiences
and lessons of the war raust also add in some directions to our permanent
military charges’ How shall we meet the heavy financial demands on the
restoration of peace once we use up the sources of revenue in providiug for
extraordinary burdens ? We must look abead. From the unalysis of the
position in the Hon’ble the Finance Member's speech three other possible direo-
tious of taxation occurred to Government, one of which-—an exovss profite tax—
must disappear at the eod of the war. It is quite within the range of
- possibilities, especially in the likely contingency of the war being prolonged,
that the remaining two sources will also be usedup before long.

“ My Lord, nu a careful review of the facts it becomes necessary for us to
devise, if practicable, an alternative scheme of financinl aid to Britain without
in any way reducing ths amount of £100 million, and I submit that it would
be far betier to reduce materially the amount of the British war debt proposed
to be charged to Indian revenues by making over to the Imperial Government
a substantial portion of the Paper Currency and Gold Standard Reserves now
held in Englund. The Hon'ble the Finance Member has told us that the
total bolding ia British war securities in the Paper Currency and Gold Standard
Reserves will amount at the end of this year to £46} million sterling,
of which £35 miltion is wholly new investment. It is ditficult to see why the
major portion of this money, say £30 million, eannot be made over to His
Majesty’s Governmeut. The gold portion of the Paper Currency Reserve beld
in England is, according to a stroog body of expert opiuion, unuoceualz for
the specific purpose of securing-the convertibility of our notes, aud the
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amount of the Gold Standard Reserve might be reduced, if only for a few
years, without serious risk to the sterling exchange. I am aware that the
Chamberlain Committee recommended an unlimited accumulation of the Gold
Standard Reserve, but the recommendation was dictated by an excess of
caution which, in the extraordinary conditions introduced by the war, must
lose much of its utility., Besides, in the "considered note on the Gold
Standard Reserve by Mr. Abrabams of the India Office, it has been
pointed out with great force that the incidents of the excharge crisis -
of the period between 1st September 1907 and 8lst December 1908,
the severest yet experienced or apprehended, show that a sum of less
than £18 million is sufficieut to meet. all contingencies. .As a matter of
fact, the Reserve stood at something leas than £12 million in that
oritical period. And yet there was no difficulty. It is true under the
existing orders the Reserve is to be maintained at £25,000,000, but the
Secretary of State might be persuaded to reconsider the position, especially in
view of the fact that reduction in amount is suggested only asa temporary
measure, with the sole ebject of avoiding, to some extent at least, additional.
annual sterling liability, an increase in which must proportionately aggravate

the exchange difficulty. ’ -

. % The investment of the gold of the two Reserves in permanent securities,
some of which at least have become unsuleable, shows that 1t is not immediately
wanted for supporting either the note circulation or the sterling ezchange, In
my humble opinion, the application of a good portion of this gold to the
partial liquidation of the Indian War contribution is the best use to which it
could be put. The interest now earned with it is' much less than what we
have got to pay for the British war debt taken over by us; and there is great
risk of a further depreciation in the value of the securities. Again, we could
have easily borrowed £100 million sterling at a low rate of interest on the
security of our productive assets. American bankers would promptly under-
write the entire amount for the mere asking, and we would also reap the benefit
of a favourable exchange. I am fully aware that an internal loan is preferable
for many reasons to a foreign one, but in the present exceptional - circumstances -
such a course was permissible, especially as we would have been in a position to
render more substantial aid to Great Britain in prosecuting the war by “making
an immediate cash payment of £100 million instead of a transference of its

long-term commitments. But we must accept the better judgment of Govern-

ment. Let us all hope that India will be able to raise as large a sum as possible
and retain the adyantage for itself of an attractive and remunerative rate of

interest.

* The increased duty-upon imported cotton goods, "perha.ps more than any

_other tax, has the most unstinfed and whole-hearted support of the whole
‘country. It is regrettable that even in the present crisis Lancashire has started

an agitation with a view to secure a repeal of the impost, the moral effect
of which in India can only be described as deplorable. .My Lord, any

“eoncession to the British manufacturer in this respect will produce the keenest

disappointment among the people here. The point need not be dilated upon.
V'e bave every hope this Government will siand firm in their determination

- $o resist any modification of the scheme. The country is exceedingly grateful

to the Secretary of State for India for the bold stand he made in defending
Indian interests when dealing wiih the Lancashire Cotton Trade Deputation.
My Lord, I beg of you to convey the grateful acknowledgments of the non- "
official Members of this Council to His Lordship for the firmness and justice
with which he has tackled a really difficult situation. Nobody here can find
fault with the undertaking given by His Lordship and the Premier, that the
question should be reconsidered after the war in connection with the fiscal
relationships of the Empire. If the fiscal policy of India. is reconsidered
after the war, in conjunction with the fiscal polioy of the Empire as a whole,
I feel perfectly confident that ia unﬂl system then devised of Imperial
obligations and responsibilities, India’s claims for a just treatment not
be lightly overlooked. ' - , |
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- My Lord, the remarks of the Houn'ble the Finance Membor on the wile
possibilitica of our paper currency systeni are, it is true, fully birue rut by
tae facts, but, I big ieave to poiat out, any attempt at the intmduction of a
one iuree note in these  times of incipiedt wucadness’, as the Hon'ble Sie
Wi liam Meyer calls them, will not cnly prove a fsilure, Lut mav crate an
unoesirable impressivn among the illiterate masses of lalia s rejanis the
sonnduess of the whole pajer currency systom.

* My Lorl, the announcement that the Scoretary of S'ate has sanctioned
¢ a systematic and liberal schoeme of delezation’ in the wmnaiter of financial .
powers, will be received throuzhout the provinces with gonnine satisfaction,
The aim sh.uld he to necure for Local Goverameuts reasonably large powers
of expendituie and as larze an autonowy in financial matters generally ns
is consistent with the respousibilities of the Government of India a« the
supreme adwinisiriive head. Ducentralisation in finance has bean felt ta
be a necessity for years past, and any sound scheme which woiks towarls,

- that end inust be welcome. -

*Tue Hon'ble Sir William Meyor han told us that an agrecment has heen
concluded with the Government of the Netherlands Indies for the sunply by
this Goverament of Indian opium at an sgreed fixed price; but what this
rate is, the fublic do nt know. We do not know, too, the ewnitract rate per
chest at whick opiuw is supplied to Hongkong and the Strviis S.ttlemonts.
Complete information on the point i- necessary for the satiafaction of the
public, especiaily because the Government estimnate of the st engih of the
market is marked by sone nervousness. Last year the up«wt price per ahest
of opinm offered for sale by public auction was at first fixed at R1,500, an
inorlinately low figare according to expert opinion and as proved by subsequent
experience. It was raived to R2,°00 a lew months later, but the coinpetie
tion price swu~g aboit R3,000. This time the upset price has been raised
to B3 200, nut perhaps the public sales will prove that it, too, errs on the
side of mderation, In view of these facts & new arrangement to sell opium
fo consuming Governments at a low price will lack justification. My Lord,
in this mat.er of opiuwm the people have cause enough to be nervous. The
past history shows that, without any regard for the wishes of the pe ple here or
the financial needs of this Government, India was deprived of s sieady
ainual revenue of £5 million and more, & revenue that would by itsc!f have
almost wholly covered the annual sterling liability entailed bg our war
contribution. If we cannot undo the past, let us be careful about the future,

“The public would likewise wish to have fuller information about the
form, ormposition and distribution of the Paper Currency Keserve. A state-
ment on the subject similar to that regarding the™ Gold Standard Reserve
should be included in the Finance and Revenue Accounts of the Gooernment
of India, and this staten.ent shou’d be brought up to date in the Explanatory
Memorandum accompanying the anoual Financial Statemeat, care being taken
to show the notes held by Governmert in the Reserve Treasuries,

“ My Lord, the Hon’ble the Finance Member has diacuseed fully tho poesie
bilities of additional 1axation in view of the extra financial necedsof Governmert.
One would hive felt more grateful t» bim if be had scrutinisel with his
ciiaracteristic vigour the possihilities of retrenchmont in Civil Expenditure.
It is tine this matter should be thornughly investigated. That there is acope
for retrenchmeat, is widely believed, The larger emnployment in the higher
ranks of indigenous agency wherever practicable wiil surely result in greater
economuy. An authoritative statemeat by the Hon'ble the Finance Member
based upon careful investigation, would help the people naterially to julge
correctly of the steady growth in expenditure under the two hea’s ¢ Salaries and
Expenses of Civil Departments® and, * Miscellaneous Civil Charges,” as also
of the possibilities of the future.

“The special recurring grant of £200,000 for the improvement of the

fraining sad pay of teachers in primnary and secondary schonls is buyund question
the most agreeable feature of the Budget under review. We mole with grali.
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tude Your Excellency’s personal influence in it; and oaly hope it will be an
éxpansive grant in succeeding years. - : o : ]
_*One word more: My Lord, we are all now anxious abeut the position
of India in the reorganised British Empire. The pronouncements of hich
authorities in Eneland, Lord Milner’s recent address at.the British Empire
Producers’ Association among them, are the least calculated to allay our
anxiety. Whatever may be the fate of the -already famous memorandum of
the 19 members, this much is plain, that any confederation of the different
;- units of the British Empire which does not secure to Indta, not only a position
of diznity and trust, but power proportionate to her popu'ation and importance,
will be ‘viewed with the kcenest disappointment. We certainly cannot
reconoile ocurselves to the position of administrative and fiscal subordination
to the Dominions. The people lock to Your Excellency for securing to them
that justice and generous treatment to which they have earned an indefeasible

Ry

title by their conduct during this crisis.”

The Hon’ble Mr. Bray :—“ My Lord, I want to make one or two 113 ..x.

remarks on the Ludget, but I feel that I stand between the proverbial devil

and the deep sea, for in the Hon’ble Member’'s Financial Statement the other

day there were certain words whioch sesmed to me: very pertinent, and words

which should be borpe in mind by all would-be critics—they were these ¢ in

regard to this and other alleged shorteomings our oritics have not been

in & position to take into account the various factors of a complicated sitnation.’ .

That is my devil. ‘ :

“ Last year the Hon'ble Member said : ‘I do not mean that there have not
been criticisms on this point or on that, it would show an almost unhealthy
state of unanimity if there were none such *. That is my deep sea.

“ Now the last thing I want to do is to make unjusiifiable criticisms or
in fact to criticise at all in times like these, when the least ore can do is to refrain
from anything that may make even more difficult than they are the tasks of
those in high places, but, on the other hand, I should not like to be accused of
unhealthy unanimity, and 1 hope in the brief remarks I propose o inake that
I may be able to steer a course between the two and not strike anything that
may be considered a discordant note.

. * Criticism of actual war measures appears to me out of place,- but in so
far as those measures affect the future after the war, I think that criticism,
if -not perhaps necessary, is at least intelligible and not unreasonable, and there
are two points in the Budget that I propose to refer to in their hearing on the

future. A

“The first is the position of the railways. In her railways, India possess-
es & very fine paying asset, and it behoves. her to. maintain that asset af
the very highest pitch of efficiency and to develop it continually. Now,
as Lhings are, what is the position of that asset ¢ My Lord, it isa wasting
asset  One of nature’s unalterable laws is that yow cannot go on taking out
:it.hout putting something back, whether it be land or anything else that pro-

uces,

“ What has been taken last year from the railways ? Practically the whole
of their magnificent profits. Where have they gone ? It is hard to say. One
might pick out several heads of expenditure and say here or there, but if I may -
us0 & vulgar expression, the Hon’ble Member bas practically ¢ blued the lot.

“ What has been put back ? Almost nothing; and why ? Because it has
been impossible to purchase material for renewals and repairs. Quite so.
But is that an unassailable reason why money that could not be -spent should
not have been set aside to purchase later on ? ..

“ I believe I am correct in saying that Railway finance does not favour
as g rule reserves on account of depreciation, etc., the theory being that a railway
_does not dvpreciate, but is maintained in a coustant state of efficiency out
“of tevenue, but when material is lacking to maintain- that state of efficiency,
‘and money is available, ib it not the proper thing then to make a reserve &
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“ Perhspe the Hon'ble Member will say, * but see what 1 have alloited
for 1917-18." I wou'd say the allotment, whether it is sufficient or not, is for
pext yesr, what about the arrears of last year snd perhajs the year before that °?
I would prefer cash  Allotments are slippery things, they have a way of being
cut down ; they have to become grants and grants again get cut down aud lapes
through inability to apend. Or perbaps the Hon'ble Mewber will say that he
has really cnly borrowed the mouey that should have gone in maintenance and
that it will be forthcoming when it caa be spent. My Lord, is not that the
old, old etory ? The perfectly lionest man uses money that belongs to mome
one else in tke full belicf that he will be able to return it when required.
When the time comes, and he cannot do s0, what does the Iaw call it P

“I bave no doubt that the Hon’ble Member fully intends to give the
railways all they require when they can spend it, but I must confess to very
ve doubts as to whether in the midst of claims for educatirn, ciaima for
industrial development and what not, he will be able to fulfii his intentions.
I am ready to believe that the Hon'ble Member bad no choice but to
take this money; that, had I been in his place, 1 should have done the same:
in times like these we cannot be choosers and the theft by a mcther to feed
her starving child comes as near being justifiable as sny thelt can be.

“What has been done cannot be undone, but I would ask the Hon'ble
Member if he cannot find some means of making sure that he will be able
to put that money back before the day comes when it will be required of him,
. He has takon steps to provide a reserve against depreciation in the investments
on behalf of the Paper Currency Reserve ; would not similar steps be more
than justified in the case of railways? I would sooner bave scen some of
the railway earnings invested in war loans and definitely carmarked as belong-
ing to the railways, even it it meant further taxation, than face the possie
bility, to me I fear the probability, of the railways being starved in the years
to -come. Financially for years past they have not had fair treatment nor
opportunities for full development, and they never will bave, I fear, until their
finances are definitely separated out from those of the Government of India’
As long as there is one common purse which swallows their receipts and
grudgingly, owing to the mary calls made upon it, makes their dishursements,
1 fear their claims will not receive the consideration they deserve and devel-
opment will proceed much more slowly than it ought.

“ And now, My Lovrd, let me turn to the super-tax. A fow days dgo 1
stood here and assured Your Lordship that our services were at your disposal.
I can now only add that those services inoluded money. 1 do mot think that
anyone in eriticising the new Act has meant that he had any objection to paying,
If he had, then certainly he will not get much sympathy here or anywhere
else, but objection has been taken to the method adopted of raising the required
revenue, on the ground that it is not necessarily only & war measure, but may
continue after that and have a very bad effect on the financial policy of com.
panies, in that it offers to those in control a direct inducement to avoid the
tax by distributing profits up to the hilt and not putting a fair g;oportion of
profits to reserve. That this is not an idle objection the Hon'ble Member has
admitted by since making a concession of 10 per cent. in addition to the usual
“depreciation allowance.

It is objected that this is not enough. Well that may be so or not, but
if the fears expressed prove well founded, I have no doubt that the proposed
general revision of the Income-tax Act will afford the Hon'ble Member an
opportunity for putting things right. That he will be ready and anxious to
find a remedy, if one is required, I feel assured by his attitude on the questions
that came up in Select Committee which was as sympathetic as anyone ocould
awish. The Hon'ble Member had to raise the money : in view of what bas been
done at home, an obvious source to tap was the large profits known to have
been made by certain companies, firms and perscns last year in India. The
Hon’ble Member devised a method of doing this which 1 do nct suppose he
considers an ideal method, but which he gave us as the best he had been able
to devise, and as I have not heard anyone suggest a better or been able mgeelf
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to think of one that would not have been opén to equal or greater objection,
that best is good enough for me. Lo ;

 No method of taxing operates with absolute fairness or even satisfies
everyone ; to bave devised a method of getting in s0 much more revenue with-
out causing more grambling is an achievement that is a testimony both te the
skill of the Hon’ble Member and the readiness to pay of those concerned.

*Taking the Budget as a whole, I think that any who.feel disposed to
- grumble expected really to have a good deal more to grumble at, and that the
general verdict is that the new burdens have been, as the Hon'ble Member
“claims, imposed on the shoulders of those best able to bear them, or at any rate
on some of those best able to bear them., | '

* I cannot sit down without a word about the war loan, It issaid that it
should be necessary to offer special inducements to the subjects of the Empire
to lend their money to the Empire in time of need, but it is no-good moralising
on that point. The special inducements have been offered, and it seems to me
that any money which is available for investment in the warloan and is deli-
berately withheld becomes, so to speak, blood-money, and should and probably
will bring bad luck if not worse to him who so withholds it.” ' '

- .

The Hon'ble Maharaja- Manindra Chandra Nandi of 115 .x
Kasim Bazar:—* My Lord, on behalf of myself and the constituency
which I have the privilege to represent in this Council, I offer Your Lordship
our sincere congratulation on the Budget which Sir William Meyer has
prepared with such foresight and wisdom and which was presented to
us only a couple of days ago. This first Budget of your Viceroyalty promises
to be one of the most epoch-making events in the history of Indian finance for its
courage as well as for its virtues f omission and commission. In- spite of the
imposition of several taxes, it hus many features which commend themselves
highly to the considerction of the people. Not many years ago, Sir: Guy
Fleetwood Wilson pronounced one of his annual Finaacial Stztements to.be a
Swadeshi Budget, because circumstances had permitted- him to make very
Jarge grants for education and eanitation. The present Budget of Sir William
Meyer can, in a similar spirit, be called * the people’s Budget,’ not so. much for
its positive benefactions as for its negative virtues. - It avoids any imposition
of taxes upon the agricultural masses of our people: it -does not increase the
Income-tax ; it does not tax the necessaries of Indian life.

“It is a matter of considerable satisfaction that Sir William Meyer has
refused to increase the duty on salt which would have ‘certainly. meant greater
hardship to our agricultural population and their still. poarer ocattle. I hope
" for the best interests of India, as well as for the good name of our Government,
that, however dark the fiscal situation may be in the future, the duty on salt
shall never again be increased, and that an early ©pportunity should be availed
of to reduce it-as sonn and as much as possiblé.. , . - _ oo

: %I also congratulate the Finance Member for his haxing avoided a furthes
increase of the land-tax in India. Sir William, however, bas declared that
‘ while we refrain on the present oocasion from 'imposing additional Govern- .
ment taxation on agricultural incomes, we can give no pledge that-we shall
ref1ain from doing so hereaiter, should future necessities oblice -us to take
this course’. I again hope in the best interests of my country and for
tae . good name oi our Government that such a necessity shuuld never arise,
and, if it should ever arise at all, the Government should not go back wpon
- the promises and pledges contaiced in the Permanent Seitlement of Bengal
~and the enactments conneoted therewith, though the Council may be aware
that with the I’'ublic Works Cess and the Road Cess there has beeu a violation,
in the words of Sir Frederick Currie, of *the positive stututory engagement’
~made by the Government with the zamindars of Bengal. . : _

“ As regards the new taxes imposed this year, I have got & few words to
address to Your Lordship. -1 find that the hurdens have been put on the right
shoulders and equilably Sistributed, -1 have no exception to take to the expurt

*
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duty on jute, though I think that a surcharge oca railway gnods will ultimately
recoil upon the Indian consumer and hamper a bit our nascent and inrant
industries. As for the super-tarc on all but agricultural fucomes, I hope Indian
Baance will admit of its being revised at no distaat future The easy pawage
of these ficcal measures in the preseat Council is due very larguly to a general
feeling of public spiri¢t which desires to help the Empire at this time of necd.

“The whole of India rejoices to-day that the Government have seen their
way to inorease the import duties on ootton from 3} per cent to 7} peroent.
without, at the same tiine, increasing the countervailing excise duties on Indian
cottons. Everyone in this Council is aware of the fast how Lancashire has
resented this treatment, and how the Governmeul of India has had to face the
music both in and out of Parliament. It does one’s heart gond to see the stand
made by Mr, Austen Chamberlain on behalf of Indis in regard to this matter.
Lord Hardinge, speaking on this point in his last Budget speech in this Chawber
last year, asked the people of India * to await the future with patience and
confidence’. Mr. Chamberlain in his reply to the Lancashire Deputation has
not tried to mince matters or to hold out hopes for the alteration of the arrange-
ments now arrived at in -connection with these duties. The countervai'ing
. excise duties, first imposed in 1894 and reduced to their present scale in 1594,
have been looked upon with a deep and rankling sense of injusiice and injury
by our people as, in the words of Mr.  Austen Chamberlain,-this excise has
not only been a °© hateful tax, * bat * it seeme to mre there has been proteo-
tion hitherto, but there has not been equality hitherto. and that the protectirm
has been on the side of Lancashire’. Sir William Meyer deserves our warmest
thanks for baving remuved this open sore and increared the import duties
on cotton to what they were from the year 1864 down to 1875. Ev
well-wisher of India hopes that. no falsa ideal of imperial responsibility :ﬁ
obligation should ever oblige the Goverameat to reverse the ducision which
it has already taken in the matter.

_ " Having said all that I intended to say on the new taxes, I will come
to the war loan. Thoush the amount of one hundred million pounds scerl-
ing is practically equivalent to the permanent rupee debt in India, and seems
to be large enough for the resources of the Empire, it is practically nothin
compared to the need of the Allies It is not a faot that Inlis has not tri
to do her best to help the Empire with men and money, and it is a pity that
many of our critios and oandid friends should not have coasidered our contrie
butious enough. I will not mention at this place the number of troops that
India has sent out to the various theatres of war, but I only beg to remind the
Council that India, since the outbreak of the preseat war, has wvontributed
indirectly rather large sums of money to meet the financial responsibilities of
the Empire. 8ir William Meyer, in the Budget under discussion, has given us
the fizures by which we can ses how the Indian army expenditure has mounted
up during the last three years In the year now budgetied for, we find our
military expenditure, apart from ‘our morine contribution, runnisg to over 25
million pounds sterling. Indirectly, a large portion of it must be taken as a
part of our contrinution towards the war. Aod if, on the top of this, we have
ccme forward to pay to the Home Government 100 million pounds sterling
directly for the war, we think India will not have done badly on ber part,
4 only hope that fhe bulk of this loan will be raised in this country, for
in that case the interest on this money will cooe back to our pockets instead
of goirg out of India. _This is a watter which ~hould be pressed very much
upon the attention of all educated and patriotio men in this country. ,

“The Government seems to be at ils wit'send in the matter of raising
more revenue in this :country, particnlarly at a time when money is so badly
wanted on all sides. It appears to me a great pity that the Government has
not so far cared to encourage the development of Indian industries
for it is an economic truism that an agricultural popnlation can never
contribute so handsomely to the Btaie as a manufacturing and indus-
trial population can. If India had been more advancel to-day than
it actually is on manulacturiag aad indystrjal lines, it .certainly could bave
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come to the rescue of the Empire far more readily. I think it ought to be
the fiest duty of the Government to encourage the development of industries
in every direction, not only for the purpose of making India more rich and
prosperous, but also to prevent the exploitation of our markets by different
countries of the -world. The Government should even be prepared to face
"English competition boldly, for Indian industries have got to be developed,
competition with England notwithstanding. In this connection, I cannot
do better than quote the following eloquent words of our Secretary of State:
* There will be more .industries in India which will compete with our own.
There must be. It is a political necessity for India. It is an industrial neces-
sity for India.. It is a social necessity for India.’

“In connection with the question of raising more revenue in India, I do
not see why the Government of India should not again try to have as much
revenue from opium as it can,

“I now turn to the expenditure side of the Indian Budget. It seems to
me to be.a matter for some regret that sufficient money is not spent under
the head of irrigation in my province of Bengal. It may be, and it still is,
true to some extent that Bengal is ocovered with a network of waterways,
and that ouliivation there depends more on the annual rainfall than on irri-
gation canals. I will take this opportunity to inform the Council that,
for some reasons or other, the Bengal rivers are drying up, and that they are
proving a source of double danger -to the people of my province. The
silting up .of many of these rivers is causing malaria to spread far and wide _
and making navigation throughout the year impossible—thus hampering
not to a small extent the development of commerce and the facilities of com-
munications. If the Bengal rivers are well locked. after, dredged and trained
they should not only provide the people wich the greatest facilities for culti-
vation, and the cheapest transport conceivable, but would also supply them
with good and wholesome drinking water which they want so badly and at
the same time prove an insurance against malaria. ~ :

“I quite feel that thisis not the time for any of us fo ask the Government
for more grants for education and sanitation, though I am glad to find both
Sir William Meyer and Sir Sankaran Nair willing to grant adequate sums
of money for these primary demands of the people as soon as the war is over.
In spite of the_difficulties of the situation, it is gratifying to see Sir
William Meyer giving & recurring grant of 30 lakhs of rupees a year to-
Sir Sapkaran Nair to increase the efficiency of the teachers of primary
schools. This is all ‘the more welcome in - view of the fact that nof an in-
considerable portion of the money granted for primary education has hitherto
been spent only on bricks and mortar and inspecting staff. I have no doubt
that this recurring grant for the improvement of teachers of primary schools
will prove a very healthy and notable departure. '

“Speaking of education, I would beg of the Government to give their
most serious consideration to three important matters, In the first place,
Bengal badly needs an agricultural college ; for Bengal, we are told in the
last official report on the ¢Progress of Agriculture: in India,” has *wsuffered
severely in respect of systematic agrioultural development.' If such a
college has got to be established, Dacca would not be a bad place forit, as
there is a big agricultural demonstration farm there already. At present, the
college at Sabour, in Bhagalpore, is shared between the Bengal and Bihar
Governments, and, being so far away from the centre of the Bengali-speaking
people, it fails to draw many Bengali students. The second thing wanted is
a grant for vernacular medical education in the different provinces of India,
on which a Resolution was accepted by this Council not many months ago.
The third thing that I would urge upon Your Lordship’s consideration is,
that a portion of the grant on education should be ear-marked for the purpose
of building hostels and boarding houses for students of the backward or un-
touchable classes, who, in many parts of the country, do not find accommodation
in existing hostels on account. of caste and religious prejudices.



12-7 p.u.

762 BUDGET, 1017-18.

[ Maharoja Iasindra Chondre Nandi of {33zp Marca, 1917.]
Kasimbazar; Raja Sir Rampol Singh ]

“Iam glad that Sir William Meyer bas introduced a new sub-head in his
present BndEet in consequence of a promise made by him last in this
Couucil. This year sanitation is not included in the Budget undor hoad No. * 24—
Medical,’ but figures as a separate sub-head. This seoma to be a due reongnition
of the claims of sanitation, and I hope this will soon prove to be one of the most
expanding items of our publiec expenditure.

* Iwill now address Your Lordship very bricfly onsame questions of policy
and principle apart from the Budget. I would invile the Government ia the

" first place to give the new Munitions Board full powers to grant subsidies to

Indian firms for the manufacture of all things necessary for the war. I would
also ask the Government to do its bust to revive the manufacture of salt in
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa.

“I desire to thank the Government of India for the rocent orders pro-
bibiting Indian emigration. -

“Y our Lordship also deserves special thanks at our hands for the repm-
sentation which you have succeeded in securing for India in the Imperial
Conference that is to meet in London in a few days’ time, As Your Lorduhir
very pointedly observed in your opening speech at this Session of the Council,
it is the first step that countas. e have no doubt that this will opcn out a
new Chapter in our relation with England and the self-governing Colonics and
Domivions, and will form the basis of a true partnership which will ultimutely
be a source of great strength to India, as wall as to the othor parls of the
Empire.

“ There is another matter to which I feel called upon t2 draw your atten-
tion. The Indian army have been much to the fore in the present war, and——
irrespective of any considerations, pecuniary or otherwise—have shed their blood
freely on the battle-fields of Burope, Africa and Asia. These meun deserve to
be treated by the Government with greater consideration than has hitherto
been accorded to them. The question of the improvement of the status,
position and prospects of the Indian officers and men of the Indian army is
one that should have the immediate attention of Yoar Lordship’s Government,
;nd I hope, in this case at least, it will not be one of deferred hope making the

eart sick.

“ My Lord, at the conclusion of the last Session of the Council at Simls,
I had the privilege and honour of heading the list of signatories to 8 memoran-
doum whicﬁ we felt bound to submit to Your Lordship on some post-war
reforms. I will not anticipate tha decision of the Qovernment of India or of
the Secretary of State in this matter, but I will remind the Government of
India, in the pregnant words of Lord Hardinge, that ‘it is only by the study
of the welfare of the people and by the reconciliation of the administra-
tion with their awakening and legitimate aspirations that the foundations of
British rule in India ¢an be broadened and solidified.”

_ The Hon'ble Raja Sir Rampal Singh :--“ My Lord, it would be
presumptuous on my part to pronounce an opinion upon the Imperial Budget—
the first of its kind that has come up for discussion as far as I am concerned -
by diving into its complicated and somewhat perplexing figures which, but for
the lucid and exhaustive statement made by the Hon'ble the Finance Member,
might have remained unintelligible to me in several portions. On this account
only, if on no other, he is fully entitled to our gratitude which being uppermost
in our hearts cannot but seek expression in words. The masterly manner in
which he has grasped the situation, overcome the difficulties and managed the
finances of the ecountry during the.current year, is worthy of high praise. These
are most extraordinary times, and I consider in all sincerity that it is our good
luck that we have in him such an able and sympathetic financier at the helm
to guide our financial affairs. I know he has received encomiums and congrat-
ulations from every side, and I am sure he will receive many more on the
present cccasion too, yet I feel I would be wanting in my daty if L failed to
join in offering the meed of praise which he so richly deserves.
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“ My Lord, the exigencies of the abnormal situation resulting as a’ natural
consequence from the gigantic war which Gerndany has unscrupulously waged
not only against our beloved Sovereign, but also against all the well-established
principles of morality and humanity demand very great sacrifices on our part,
and we the people of India with one heart are willing unflinchingly to undergo
them with the rest of the Empire. This isin India’s own interest, and all
sensible men fully realise it from the bottomn of their hearts. I may assure
Your Excellency, if any assurance be needed, that the most sincere love and
devotion which we bear for our King-Emperor and the confidence and reliance
which he repcses in us shall go in inoreasing manner to give us strength, forti-
tude and will to meet still greater hardships in the cause of the Kmpire till
Germany is crushed and a victorious peace is restored to the glory of him whaose
subjects we take a pride to be. Signs are not wanting, the day does not appear
to be far distant when the consummation of this end which India so passionately
desires shall become an gecomplished facs. :

“My Lord, without in the least meaning to ¢éavil at the new taxesthat have
been very judiciously imposed this year, I take the liberty to say that it is a
matter of no small concern to us, specially the new Members of the Council, as
it must be to Your Excellency, to have to pass in the very first year of our
incumbenecy in this Council a Budget on fresh taxation basis. In a sense-if is
unfortunate. But, My Lord, that concern is not only assuaged buf a feeling
of satisfaction takes its place when we look wupon the object in the
interest of which fresh taxation has been resorted to, Taxation by itself -
is an evil, and no ¢ne will be inclined to give one’s acquicscence fo such a
measure unless compelled by the- justness of the object for which it is
levied. It is the object which divests it from its evil aspect and makes it
assume a beneficent character of becoming a source of permanent good
to mankind in all their vital interests. What could be nobler, what could
be better than the object the Government of India have in view in enhapcing
the taxes upon the country? It is nothingless than to provide for the liquida~
tion of a debt which India impelled by a deep sense of duty is incurring in
-order to take a share id the war expenses of the Empire. If is in that light
that the whole country has received the measure of enhanced taxation
without any murmur “or grumble. It is, the making of our contribution
that will soften the sting of taxation imposed and lighten its burden though
not materially yet, to be sure, morally. No doubt it is a big contribution for
poor India to make, but her duty towards the Empire and its people is also
equally great, and so she offers it with a cheerful heart and shall endure the
burden resulting therefrom with perfect equanimity.

*My Lord, I would wish that with the contribution a message
of Tudia should also go to our beloved Sovereign and the English people
to assure them that thongh poor is the contribution—barely sufficient for
fifteen days of war expenses—yet this is the most which she could with great sac~
rifice arrange to pay at the present juncture. Her heart is with them-in full
sympathy and the services of her sons are at their disposal.

“My Lord, there is one more redeeming feature in the taxafion, and this
is the increase in the import duty on cotton goods as incorporated in the Tariff
Amendment Act. I hope similar steps will be taken for the proteotion and
development of other industries as well. As -forsuper-income-tax, I have my
own doubts as to the justice of the high graduated scale of assessment that has
been adopted and as to its effect on the Joint Stock Companies and the invest-
ment of capital in other industries, because capital is believed to be’ shy of
coming out in this country. However, perhaps, that was the best form of
taxation that could be thought . out for imposition with a minimum of bard-
ship and resistance. Your Excellency’s Government have very justly afforded
i:iluclz relief by exempting 10 per cent. of taxable income from the operation of

is Act. : . | '

| “My Lord, we are very thankful to Your Excellency’s Government and
to Sir William Meyer for having réfrained from imposing any extra tax upon
land, but there are some ominous words in paragraph 60 of the Budget
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Statement which give rise to some ﬁnvo apprehensions in the minds of the
land-holding classes of Indisa, specially of tYmee parts where unfortunately they
are still liable to periodical enhancements of lnnd-revenns. This is not the time
to give expression to any protest, or to question the justice of the cbrervations
male therein. But, My Lord, it would not be out of place to invite consillera
-tion to a few facts which have a close relevancy and bearing on the import of
the paragraph referred to. It is the land-owners who are maintaining and
supporting many an educational and charitable institution in the country, It
is they, My Lord, who always voluntarily come forward with such means as
they command to take the most important skare (I emphasise the word the) in
financing all movements whether they be for the amelioration of the condition
of the country or in the discharge of any duty tbat is imposed or devolves upon
her whether in connection with famine, war or anything else. They bave
besides very important social, moral and religious obligations also which they
cannot dispense with even at the ®ost of their properties over which their
forefathers had shed not a little amount of blood in former times. Alrcady
heavily taxed, both directly and indirectly, and liable to periodical enhanoe-
ments of land-revenue in some unfortunate provinces, and being the most loyal
and devoted subjects of the Crown, I simply ask, would it be fair even at some
future date to open the question of adding any more burden on a class that is
rendering so many services to the Country and the Crowa P

“My Lord, it has given us very great satisfaction and we are sincerely
ateful to Your Excellency’s Government for having allotted the profits that
ave accrued from the sale of wheat to different provinces for the improvement
of agriculture. Itisthe most important industry of India, and without minimise
ing the economic usefulness of other industries which as compared with it must
occupy & secondary place, I cannot lay too much stress upon its development.
We are under adeep debt of gratitude to the Agricultural Departments, both
Imperial and Local, for what they "are doing in this direction. We are not
ignorant of the difficulties which they have to envounter in impressing upon
an illiterate mass of cultivators the utility of replacing the old orthodox
system of cultivation by new improved scientific methods, The improvement
can only be gradual and slow, and any impatience is liabla Lo cause wastage. In
order to further stimulate its development the need of the hour is to open at
suitable places as an experimental measure some agricultural vernacular
~ schools with demonstration farms attached to them for imparting instruction
and training in 1Hritna,ry' and secondary stages of Agriculture. But, My Lord, no
real progress will be achieved till periodical seltlements will not be done away
with and permacency in revenue demand wiil not be vouchsafed to the Pro-
vinces still not enjoying it, but this is a controversial matter and I refrain from
saying anything more upon it. Your Excellency’s speech on the occasion of
the opening of the last Session of this Council at S8imla has filled our hearta
with great hopes for the future of the Agricultural industry of this country,
and I beg to assure Your Excellency that the Talugdars of Oudh and tiie
Zemindars of Agra will do their best to co-operate with the Government in
their most landable efforts in this direction.

“My Lord, the solicitude which Yuur Excellency’s Government have
shown towards education by the allotment of Rupees 30 lakhs in a year when
economy is the outstanding feature in most items of expenditure, is very
gratifying, and shows that education shall never be relegated to seconda
importance during Your Excellency’s régime.. This is not the time, My Lord,
to bring before you the needs and requirements of the Province I represent,
but I may be sllowed 40 observe in passing that my Province is still very
backward in educavion as compared with others.

“ My Lord, itis a matter of considerable surprise that even after the testi-
mony and recognition of responsible ministers and high functionaries the
services of India in this war have been belittled in certain quarters. We
Indians derive more consolation and delight in discharging the obligations than
in enumerating our services with a view to get a reward for them. The battle-
fields of Flanders, East Africa, Mesopotamia and others will tell what India
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hds done in this respect, The war funds and numerous other contributions are
not to be overlooked, and over and above all these some other important services
shall never see the light of day.

“My Lord, I take the liberty to say that the landed aristocracy is at
present helpless to serve the Orown by ehlisting in the army because our youths
cannot get commissioned ranks in it. The removal of invidious distinetion
that at present exists will not only give satisfaction, but will also impart an
impetus to general recrnitment as such enlistment conforms with the old
traditions of India.”

The Hon'ble Rai Sita Nath Ray Bahadur.—“My Lord, I
listened with rapt attention and bated breath to the excellent speech the Hon’ble
the Finance Memler made the other day in preseuting the Financial Statement
before this Council; and I take this opportunity to congratulate him on the
statesmanlike way in which he has sieered the financial barque during this
period of storm and stress. I may add that I have nothing but admiration
for the alluring schemes he has prepared. for raising the war loan. I wish I

could also congratulate him on all the other provisions of the Budget. But

it was not Sir William Meyer’s fault that he has proposed to place & heavy
burden on the shoulders of the people. He has always been true to the
interests of the country of his adoption, and mothing but unavoidable necessity
would have promoted him to make the proposals he has put forward.
It is in fact the extraordinary character ‘of the situation which has rendered
necessary the imposition of fresh taxes and an addition to the public debt
of India. '

“The outstanding feature of this year's Budget is the coniribution of
£100 millions to the Home Government for the purpose of the war. The

British Empire is now engaged in a life and death struggle, the like of which .

has never been witnessed before, It has entailed upon Great Britain huge
sacrificesin blood and treasure, and India, as an integral part of the Empire,
would have been lamentably lacking in a sense of .duty if she had failed to
realise the gravity of the situation and to participate in these sacrifices.
Hapypily, India, at the very beginning of this struggle, stood firmly by Great
Britain, and has ever since shewn by word and deed her determination to
assist, so far as it might lie in her power, in pushing the war to a successful
termination. '

“ Soon after the commencement of hostilities and at a time when the
European situation was full of imminent danger, India promptly sent an army
to France which helped in no small measure to stem the tide of Teutonic
invasion. . The Indian forces have since shown their eourage on the battle-
fields of Gallipoli and Mesopotamia. In addition to this sacrifice of her best
blood, she has twice expressed, through her representatives in this Council, her
willingness to bear her fair share of the financial burden of the war. The
Hon’ble the Finance Member dealt in his first speech with the subject of
India’s financial contribution to the war during the last two years and a half.
This includes the cost of the Expeditionary Forces sent to France, Egypt and
Mesopotamia, a large expenditure incurred on account of the political situation

in Persia created by the war, and a considerable additional outlay for the defence .
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of the frontiers of India. Further, India had to strain her resources very

serionsly and to impose prejudicial limitations on legitimate trade activities, in
order to finance very heavy chargesin this couniry on account of the British
Government, while she lent the latter large sums of money out of her ‘Paper
Currency and Gold Standard Reserves, To have a correct idea of India’s
financial contribution to the war, however, we must add to the expeaditure
inourred by the Indian Government and the monies lent by it to the Home
Government, the voluntary contributions made by the princes which have been
really princely, as well as by the people to the various Relief and War
]:;unli , the total of which would reach a high figure exceeding many millions
. sterling.
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“ We are now called upon to make a further contribution, and we do not
grudge it. This contribution has necessitated the raising of a loan and the
imposition of additional taxes which cannot but press heavily on the people.
There are criticsa who are inclined to regard the amount of contribution as
small, but they conveniently forget the fact that India is a very poor e~untry.
As Bir William Meyer has pointed out, the £100 million wa are contribuling
amounts to nearly double our total Imperial revenue as it stood before the
war, and in view of the fact that Indian taxation bas practically reached its
highest limits, the amount of coutribution must be regarded as & large one.
To go beyond it would be to impose a burden much heavicr than would be
possible for the country to bear. In normal times the proposal to impaee such
a burden would have raised a howl of protest from one end of the country to
the other, but on this occasion the people have acquiesced in it almost without
a murmur,

« As for the different achemes of raising money, while we have accepted in
the main the proposals of the Finance Member, we have thought it our duty
to take exception to some of the details. The addition of 4 per cent to the
existing dut[vl on imported cotton goods has becn hailed with salisfaction
throughout the country. Although it will mean some slight addition to the
poor man's burden, it will have a very salut effect in stimulating the
textile industry of Bombay and Central India, and it is to he hoped that the
" Government will preserve a firm attitude in the face of the agitation of
Lancashire mili-owners. The doubling of the export tax on jute, which is an
Indian monopoly, is not only economically defensible but is an eminently fair
and wise measure. Although I am not in favour of a surchage on railway goods
traffic which is likely to increase the prices of many articles of household
consumption and will hamper the growth of mill industries situated at a
distance from coal areas, I would not in view of the present situation hcwitate
to accept it. But I cannot help taking serious objection to the novel
method of levying the super-tax. Section 5, sub-clause (7) of the Income-tax
Act, 1886, provides that the whole income of a company or firm ia liable to the
payment of the income-tax, while the individual shareliolders or partners are
exempt. The Super-fax Act reverses this method of realisation, virtually

~exempting the companies and firms from payment of the super-tax and
making only the individual shareholders and partners liable. The levying of a
large war profits tax has generally been considered as very appropriate to
present conditions and it was, if I am not mistaken, at one time secriously
proposed to levy such a tax on the joint-stock companies which have made
fabulous profits by reason of the present war. But the provisions of the Super-
tax Act will have the effect of exempting much the greater portion of the profita
of such companies, thus throwing the entire burden of the super-tax on the
individuals who have not in any way profiled by the war. I cannot regard
this arrangement as equitable, and I fail to understand why the I'inance
Member, whilo closely following the principles of raising money which llvrevail
in Epgland, should have departed from them in this one respect. If the
super-tax had been levied at the source instead of at the destination, much
smaller rates than mentioned in the Schedule to the Act would have been
sufficient to yield the required revenue. It is my honest belief that a
combined super-and-income-tax rate of less than two annas in the rupee would
have faised one and a half millions, and would have avoided the necessity of
levying a tax at the exceedingly high rate of four annas in the rupee, which,
I humbly submit, will sorely press on particular individuals. I gave notice
of two amendments at the time of the passing of the Act, but as 1 did not
want to embarrass the Government, I eventually withdrew them. I may now
be permitted to express the hope that the matter will be carefully and
sympathetically reconsidered next year.

“I am thankful to the Hon’ble the Finance Member for omitting land
from further taxation. But there are some ominous words in bis speech which
indicate the possibility of land being taxed on a future occasion. I consider
it my duty to tell the Government that any proposal to put a tax on land
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will oreate great disconteni, and such discontent will be all the greater if a
burden issplaced over and above the heavy burden of the super-tax.

“To impose a super-tax and then again to subjeot landed property fo addi-
tional taxation in violation of the Permanent Settlement would be the height
of unwisdom. ' :

“ The war loan arrangements announced by the Hon’ble the Finance
Member have received our whole-hearted support. Both the long-term loan
at Rs. 96 with an interest at 5 per cent. and the short-term bonds carrying
an income-tax-free rate of 53 per cent. are very alluring offers. I have always
edvocated a raising of the rate of interest of Government pro-notes. I have
none but words of high commendation for the very tempting scheme of
conversion which will go far towards reviving the drooping spirits of many -
holders of the 3} per cent. Government papers. The post-office cash certifi-
cates will be very much appreciated by the small investors, especially those
living in rural areas. I bave no doubt there will be & large-response to each
of the three offers. ' '

“ My Lord, Your Excellency has advised us not fo raise controversial
issues at & juncture like the present, and we have loyally accepted the advice.
But I should be wanting in my duty to my country if, at the time of the

+discussion of the Budget, I omitted to mention some of the most urgent needs
of the country. These in my opinion are education, sanitation, agricultural im-
provement, and the development of industries. I am glad to find that it is
proposed to make a recurring appropriation from Imperial revenues of Rs. 80
lakhs from the year 1917-18 for expenditure on the improvement of the pay
and training of teachers. TDbis is very good so far as it goes ; but the extension
of primary education is a need which is more pressing than any other ; and for
this purpose much larger grants than have beeff proposed to be made are re-
quired. The country has now for many years past demanded almost with one
voice the introduction of a universal system of primary education. Lord Minto’s
Government informed us that a scheme of universal primary education was
in preparation, but the public are unaware why this scheme was shelved. His
Majesty, the King-Emperor, on the occasion of his memorable ¥isit to this
country, exprassed his desire that every Indian home may be brightened by the
lamp of knowledge, and it is the duty of the Government to fulfil this desire
in spirit and to the letter,

“The question of sanitation ought, in my opinion, to receive greater
attention from the Government than it has hitherto done. In some parts of
the country, the villages have become so unhealthy that they are hardly fit for
veople to live in. This is specially the case in Bengal, where the ravages of
malaria have turned flourishing villages into jungles. The Census of 1911
shows that the longevity of Indian life has progressively declined during the
last three decades. This is a serious state of things which calls for immediate
action. The sanitary policy of the Government has so far been one of tinker-
ing, and their activities in this direction "have been mainly eonfined to towns.
‘What we now want is the adoption of large measures, such as the proper
draining of water-logged areas, the supply of pure drinking water in' rural areas
and the reclamation of silted rivers. B

“ Agriculture and industry are subjects which vitally concern the people,
and which should, as sucl, claim the earnest attention of the Government, 68
per cent. of the people of India are engaged in agriculture, and no less than 90
per_cent. are directly or indirectly connected with i5. But very little has
yet beea done by Government to improve agriculture It is true that agricul-
tural colleges and demonstration farms have been established in different parts
of India ; but these have failed to prove of much benefit to the people. To
be useful, agricultural education should be such as may be taken advantage
of by the actual farmer, and the work of the demonstration farms shounld be
brought to the notice of the cultivator in & way which will be understood by
him. The best kinds of seeds should be distributed broadcast -amome cultiva-
tors, and they should be encouraged to take to more valuable crops in

. preference to less paying ones. '
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- “ Although agriculture is now the mainstay of the people of India, yet the
fact that it is dependent on the extrernely uncertain factor of rainfall renders
it imperative on the Government to diversify the occupations of the le aa
much as possible. The Government bas, it is true, a Department of ';: ustry
and Commerce, but I am sorry o say that it has yet done very little to amist
the develorment of Indian industries. Apart from the necemity of industrial
growth for the solution of the poverty Fmblem of Iudia, the prescnt war has
clearly demonstrated the importance of local industrics from the standpoint
of national safety, and I hope the subject will receive immediate crnsideration
at the hands of the Government.

* Before concluding, I regret to have to point out that even at this time
of financial stress, the expenditure under the head of General Administration
shows a steady upward movement. I may be permitted in this connection to
raise my voice against the increase of expenditure proposed to be incurred by
the Government of Beugal in partitioning districts and that against the wishes
of the people concerned. This is a time when the strictost economy should be
observed on every side, and I hope Government will not indulge in any expen-
diture which can be avoided.”

The Hon'ble Captain Ajab Khan:—“My Lord, availing
myself of this opportunity, when Members of this Council are acconded the
privilege of speaking on all matiers of publio interest, I beg to thauvk Your
Excellency from the bottom of my heart for having nominated me to thia
Council. My Lord, I am fully aware of the fact that I did not personally
deserve this hizh honour and dignity of a seat in Your Excellency'’s Legisia-
tive Council, but in nominatir$ me Your Lordship has paid & fine and well-
deserved compliment to the Ioyalty and prowess of His Imperial Majesty's
Indian Soldiers, who have ungrudgingly and cheerfully fought and shed their
blood in every theatre of this present world-wide war. Therefore,on behalf of
the Indian Army, I ask Your Excellency to accept the grateful thanks for the
conferment of this unique honour on one of them. I hope that this direct
representation, so wisely inaugurated by Your Excellency in the S8upreme
Legislative Council, will be permanently maintained.

‘It is my pleasunt duty also to thank Your Excellency and His Excellency

. the Commander-in-Chief jointly for having seen your way to enhance the pa

of the Indian Officers and also allowing free rations to all ranks., Thou
these concessions to the Indian Army are not adequate enough, yet I shall be
failing in my duty, if I did not express to Y our Excellency and Your Excellency's
Government our grateful thanks for what hasbeen done, considering the period
of stress and financial stringency through which we are passing. iere 1 may
say that the thanks of the Indian Army are due to the Hon'ble 8ir William
Meyer all the more when one remembers how difficult it is in these times to get
even a small sam from that vigilant guard of the Indian finances.

“ My Lord, as a representative of the Indian Army, I will now take the
liberty of making a few brief suggestions. The accommodation of the Indian
Army, I must frankly say, is far from being satislactory, and when normal
times return, I shall ask that the huts which accommodate the Indian units
in most stations should no longer be allowed to exist and be replaced by well-
lighted and comfortably furnished pucca barracks, with paved floors, suitable
verandahs and ablution rooms.

“ My Lord, next I come fo the most important question of promoting
Indian officers without distinction to higher and more responsible posts. I do
not wish {0 go into larger aspects of this question at present; but will cer-
tainly ask for prompt reward in the shape of promotion for meritorious
services of those officers who are in the service, and who have either conspicu-
ously distinguished themselves in the field or have secured a good record of
service, and are fit for advancement. From my life-long experience of the
Indian Army, I can safely say that a good many Indian officers are capable of
doing much more and exercising larger powers with credit than thuse with



BUDGQGET, 1917-18. 769

[ 2380 Marom, 1917.] [ Oaptain Ajad Kbans,}'- Rai ]Bdhadur Bishan Dutt
' - ukul. '

which they are entrusted under the existing system. The Indian Army is
the oldest and the foremost of al] the other services of the Indian Empire; but
in matter of reforms and privileges, I am sorry to say, is last of all, It has
done its part gloriously in the present war in the midst of civilised nationg, and
its elevation to the status of civilised army in all its details is only just and fair,

“ My Lord, the position of India must change and is changing, and I
therefore suggest, for the serious consideration of the Government, the forma-
tion of a territorial Army, Navy and Air-Service. '

“ My Lord, the farmers of India make the Indian Army, and those
among them who are not fit for military service take to the cultivation of the
soil and pay the land-revenue, which is the chief source of income to Govern-
ment, So in India although the peasantry form the most important class for
the benefit of the country and the Government as soldiers and fax-payers yet
they have a very little share in the blessings that Government can confer on
them, such as the light of knowledge, share in Government posts, extended
torms of land settlement and so forth. I hope special attention will be paid by
the Government to these matters for the betterment of this class.” '

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Bishan Dutt Shitkul :(—“My
Lord, I desire to express on behalf of myself and my constituents my warmest
congratulations to the Hon’ble the Finance Member for presenting a decent
Budgat. '

“ More than two years and a half have elapsed and the Empire is still
unfortunately in the throes of a world-wide war. All of us realise fully the
magnitude of this deadly struggle. We know this is a fight against a most
deera.te foe, and that vicfory cannot be anhieved without stupendous efforts
and sacrifices on our part, of which Your Excellency may fully rest assured.
The recent progress made by the Indian Expeditionary Forces in the fight in
Mesopotamis and their gallant entry into the city of Baghdad, has not only
filled our hearts with joy and pride, but has also inspired us with hopes that
the final triumph is not fur remote. - ’

“ My Lord, the present year’s budgei is like its predecessor a War-
Budget, and the measures proposed . have, under the exceptional circumstances,
received full acquiescence in this Council and the country at large. Its most
conspiouous feature is India’s contribution to England of * £100 millions.
I am perfectly conscious -of* the serious responsibilities the Members of Your
Excellency’s Government are incurring, by committing this poor country
to the huge burden of 100 million pouads, a burden which, as we all know, will
tell heavily upoun' the limited resources of the tax-payers, and which will
result in tbe indefinife postponements of several urgent reforms, which the
country badly stands in need of. But under the present circumstances, this
is unavoidable. Hence, Indis has ungrudgingly taken her share in the
heavy burden imposed upon the finances of the United Kingdom by this
unhappy war. The announcement of the new Indian war loan has been
welocomed by the whole -Indian public, as a fresh opportunity afforded to
them for discharging their duties towards their Sovereign and the country.

« My Lord, with regard to the imposition of the additional taxatiom, I
must say .that the raising of the import duty on cotton-goods from 3% to 73 per
cent. has removed a long standing grievance. The indigenous industries will
receive thereby an impetus which, I am sure, the country will not fail to take
advantage of. I hope that as soon as'circumstances will permit, the guestion of
the abolition .of the countervailing excise duty on cotton will be fully consi-
dered and the duty be abolished ultimately./ The unsympathetic and uucoms-
promising attitude taken by the Lancashire representatives and their supporters
in the British Parliament has evoked a feeling of deep regret and keen dis-
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appointment in this country./ We are obliged to the JIome Government, and

especially to the Secretary .of State, for the firm stand made by them in the
face of such a powerful opposition, on behalf of the interests of India, and it
is earnestly hoped that when the whole fiscal policy of the British Empire and
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its constituent parts will come up for reconsideration, this attitude will be
firmly maintained.

“ My Lord, the military expenditure shows a very largo incrcass, and ia
view of the gravity of the present situation, it is quite justifiable. It has been
found necessary to constitute a large foroe for the safety and defence of the
Indian Empire. The very first year of Your Excellency’s Viceroyalty wiil
ever remain memorable for.having conferred upon Indians the special
privileges to enlist themselves as volunteers, amfo regular recruits in the
Defence Force of the Empire. The iatroduction of this reform in the
military policy of the Government has been hailed with joy by the whauie
country, as an additional tribute to the loyalty and hervism displayed by
Indians in the cause of the Empire at this orisis. It will not be unreasonable
to entertain the hope that the claims of Indians of approved merit and
respectability to obtain comumnissioned ranks in His Majesty's army would be
received with sympathetic and immediate consideration by the Government
of India. This will certainly give an impctus to the youths of aristocratic
télasszs to join the army, as suggested by our Hon’ble colleague, Raja Rampal

ingh.

“My Lord, it is a matter of no small satisfaction and pride to us all

. that the services hitherto rendered by this country to the very best of its
humble powers and limited opportunities have received the appreciation of
His Gracious Majesty, the King-Emperor, and his Ministers. We are apecialiy
indebted to His Majesty’s Government for having given opportunities to Indian
representatives to assist the Right Hon'ble the Secretary of 8tate in tho
deliberations of the Imperial War Cabinet, which is now holding its sittings
in London It wculd be permissible to express the hope that Inﬁia'u position
in the Empire after the war would be such as to meet her legitimate aapirne
tions and that she will be given a more direct and potent voice in the” Council
of the Empire befitting a position of dignity and trust.

“ Although the needs of my provinces, My Lord, are many and pressing
at the same time, and more money is required to meet them than the present
allotments made, yet I would not like to weary this Council by making any
lengthy remarks on the Budget and its details, as it is evident that this is not the
proper fime to press for larger allotments for any specific purpose. Of course,
I note with pleasure and satisfaction that sanitation has been allotted a separate
head for itself in the Budget. It was but meet and proper that sanitation
and agriculture should have been treated undes separate heads long ago.
These two departments are very important indeed, as theirs is the most onerous
task of improving the general conditions of the masses, upon whose prosperity -
depends a good deal, the prosperity of the whole country, It will now be
possible to see at one glance how much money‘is spent on them, and what
progress they respectively make. I am sure that, when the war terminates,
these departments will receive more attention from the Government of Indis,
and that larger sumns will accordingly bhe provided for strengthening thuir
resources, I am very grateful to our Hon’ble colleague Sir Claude Iill, wheo
happily presides over the Department of Agriculture, espocially for his having
expressed a desire to convene a Conference-consisting of officials and non-
officials to discuss and decide the line of action on which the Agricultnral
Department should hereafter proceed. I hope the outcome of the deliberations
of this Conference will be a forward agricultural policy to be adopted by the
Government of India, without which it would be futile to expect auy lulg-,
stantial results to be achleved by the Agricultural Department in this
country. ‘

% My Lord, there is one particular remark in the Financial Statement to
which éxception could be taken, and. to which attention has already been
drawn by sjeakers more than ome, [ mean, the statement relating to land
assessments, in paragraph 60, ramely, that the ‘Government do not in any
way admit that any Tand-revenue assessments are other than most moderate.”
'his statement, I am afraid, will create much uneasiness in the miads of
tbe land-holding classes especially, as they take it to be quite the other way.
In their opinion, the pressure of land-revenue assessments in this country,
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.whether considered in the light of their incidence on population or cultivated
_acreage is unduly excessive, .I do not wish to dwell af length upon this
guestion and rdise any controversy. I shall simply say that it is quite unfortu-
.nate that there should be such a wide divergence of opinion on this important
point between the Government, on the one side, and the people directly
.affected by it, on the other, - '
. “My Lord, it would be in conformity with the general wishes of the people
if some sort of fixity could be given to the Government demand on land, by
embodying the main principles of assessment in the land-revenue code of the
various provinces, as recommended by the Royal Commission upon Decen-
tralization. I} is a matter of regret that  the recommendations of the Com-
mission have not been accepted by the Government of India, asis evident
-from their Despatch, dated 30th June 1910, addressed to the Right Hon’ble the
“Secretary of - State on this subjent which has been lately published, and has
_aroused a feeling of keen disappointment. This is a matter, My Lord, whicb,
T submit most respectfully, deserves reconsideratioy. Unless this is done, the
Local Governments’ discretion in the matter of land-revenue. legislation will
‘always remain fettered. It is only lately that the Cenfral Provinces Land
‘Revenue Bill was on the legislative anvil Various representations were
_submitted to the Local Government by the different public bodies praying
‘for the incorporation of the principles. of assessment in the Bill. The non-
official Members of the Council urged strongly- for the same. Butthe Lecal
_Government scemed to have had no help, and the legislation had to be
“carried through in the teeth of opposition. : .

“ My Lord, we the landholders are specially indehted to the Govern-
‘ment of India, and the Hon'ble the Finance Member for not ‘imposing any
.additional taxation on agricultural incomes for the time being. But the state-
ment that the Government cannot give-any pledge to refrain from doing
80 hereafter has made the land-holding classes rather nervous, as has just
been pointed out by my esteemed colleagues, the Hon’ble HMaharaja of Kasim-
bazar, and the Hon’ble Rai Sitanath Bahadur. - This statement bas already
given rise to some unpleasant controversy in the permanently settled tracts
of the country, Speaking particularly abons the Central Provinces, which I

- .have the honour tv represent in thi3 Oouncil, and which is not endowed with

«.'the benefits of permanent settlement as yet, the economio conditions of the
.agricultural classes is .pitiable.” The struggling eultivator with his resources
.8l but exhausted, and heavily indebted, is hardly able to make both ends meet

» It is well known how the general poverty of the agriculturists has been a
great obstacle in the way of the general progress of our country Inview -
“of this, any attempt made in the future, to levy fresh, taxes upon agricultural
incomes would, I am affaid, cause much hardship, and would also prejudice .
‘the cause of sdvanced agriculture in which the people have just begun to take

interest.

“ My Lord, before I conclude I take this opportunity toexpress to Your

Excellency our gratitude for having restricted emigration of labour from
India by amending the Defence of India Act, as & war measure. I take this to
.be an earnest of Your Excellency’s sincere desire to abolish the indentured
.emigration altogether for which the whole country is so eager.”. R

The Hon’ble Raja Rajendra Narayan Bhanja Deo of i2ss ey
Kanika :—My" Lord, in the first place I desire to compliment the Hon'ble
the Finance Member on the eminently satisfactory way in which he has: dis-
-charged his highly difficult task of framing this year what is essentially a War
Budget. From a glance at the proceedings of last year's Couneil in connection
.with:the Budget, I notice that at that time some Members claimed that last year's
‘Budget was & War Budget. Bué I do not think it necessary to emphasise in
the Teast the point, that compared with the Budget of this year, that of last
-year was not abnormal in any sense. In that respect the Budget of the year
1917-18, will, I venture to think, for a long time to come continue to be one of
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the landmarks in the financial history of this country. The two most outstanding
features of this year’s Budget to m¢ mind are the pro contribution of £100
millions by India to the general cost of the wat jn which the Empire is engaged,
. and the determination by the Hou'ble Sir William Meyer of the waysand means
by which the recurring cost of the contribution is rormd to bemet. Another
important feature of the Budget of this year, w‘:ic strikes e, is the sud.len
increase in the figures both on the Revenue and Expenditure sides of the Bud-
get, 00 that henceforth our Budget figures, which were in the neighb%ourhood of

.80 millions sterling only in 1915-16, now by a lenp come almost up to £100
millions in 1917-18. -

“Now, My Lord, I shall offer a few observations on some of the outstanding

features of the Budget of this zear, and shall conclude my remarzs with a few
further observations on some leading questions of the day.

“ My Lord, the first and foremost thought which arises to the mind of
every Indian on reading the Financial Statement of this year will be a feeling
of supreme satisfaction at the splendid direct countribution of £100 millions
which India is going to offer this year to the cost of the titanic struggle which
is still convulsing the world, and in which struggle India is as vitally interested
as any other part of the great Dritish Ewmpire. My Lord, there bhave been
critics both here and in Bngland who Esve never failed to exproess their
disapprobation at what they termed, the *niggardly part,’ India was playing
in this war. But, I trust, the Hon'ble Sir William Meyer has disposed of
the captious criticisms of these arm-chair critics moat effectively, and bas been
further able to prove to the satisfaction of all reasonable people that so lon
India has not failed to do her *bit’ and with the improvement in bher financia
outlook, she proposes this year to contribute that by no means inconsiderable sum,
not forgetting, of course, India’s very limited resources, of 100 millions sterling
a8 her direct financial contribution to the cost of the war in whioh the Empire
is engaged. Apart from this proposed direct contribution, the Hon'ble Bir
William Meyer has most convinecingly shewn, while desling with the subject
of India’s financial contribution to the war in the body of the Financial
Statement, in what other ways India has been of very great help to England
in her hour of need. My Lord, speaking for myself, I will say this—that this
contribution by India of 100 millions sterling towards the cost of the war,
though it will entail a permanent recurring oharge of £8 millions every year
on the revenues of India, and though it has already resulted in enhanced
taxation, will, in spite of our increased burdens and obligations, still be hailed
by all classes with feelings of satisfaction for having done our duty by the
Empire to the best of our ability.

“ While on this part of the Budget, I take this opportunity of expressing
my entire approval of the arrangements for the new War Loan. 1 can only
hope that with such attradtive features to recommend it, combined with the
enthusiastic patriotism of the people to prove their loyalty in some practical
form, this year's loan will not only be & huge success that it deserves to be,
but will at the same time be somewhat of an epoch-making eveut in the
financial bistory of the country. )

“ Next, turning to the new scheme of taxatic;g, I may say at once that the
general features of this new taxation bave been ncceptable to the people at
large. My Lord, we must all congratulate the Hon’ble the Finance Member

on his having realised the wisdom of not adding considerably to the burdens
of the poor,

“ My Lord, I must say that we are all sincerely glad that the poor man’s

burden has not been increased in the shape of a further increase in the Balt
tax.

“ My Lord, while on this part of the Budget, I cannot refrain from offering
a few observations in respect of the warning which the Hon’ble 8ir William
Meyer has held out to all connected with land in India. It cannot be supposed
that I, as the representative of the Landholders of the Province of Bihar and
Orissa, should at this juncture fail to acquaint Your Excellency’s Government
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with what we, the representatives of the lauded interests in this Council, seriously
think of the threatened cess on’ Jand. The land-owning classes and the cultiv-
ators of the soil all over the counfry have been given to understand in no uncer-
tain terms that their turn may be coming next. My Lord, before any further
step in this direction is taken, I would most earnestly ask Your Excellency’s
Government to think of the consequences such action may ontail. It is not
denied, My Lord, that land-revenue assessments in all the temporarily settled
areas have already reached a limit beyond which they cannot legitimately be
- pushed without trenching on the cost of living of the cultivators With regard
to the permanently settled areas, we have the plighted word given under the
'most solemn conditions of the "British Government that the assessment
on the lands in such areas are fizxed in perpetuity. In view of such a
solemn pledge given at the time of the'permanent settlement, I cannot see how
the Government can afford to talk lightly of imposing fresh cesses on land in the
permanently settled areas also, I, therefore, hope and trust that Your
Excellency’s Government, having regard to the very wide and far-reaching
issues at stake, will be impressed with the extreme inadvisability of further
enhancing the existing burdens on the land. My Lord, in this connection may
I suggest a rather handy and useful source of income to the Finance Member,
weary a; he is with his vain exploration after tapping further sources of
revenue -

“« A very -useful and at the same time effective method of securing a
respectable amount of revenue, to my mind, lies in the imposition of a suitable
export duty on all the raw cotton that is taken out of India. It will have the

desired effect of securing 2 much welcome addition to the revenues of India,.

besides affording an appreciable assistance to the cotton industry of India.

« My Lord, the question of indentured labour is just now adgltating the
public mind of India. I shall be failing in my duty if I also did not join
in this chorus of condemnation against its continuance. It isto Your 'Excel-
Tency that we look up to do away with this system, which, it has been so

convincingly proved, is fraught with so many moral evils, This pernicious

system should be done away witheby the civilised British Government without
the slightest hesitation, if on no other grounds, at least, on the ground of the
moral evils that it engenders, )

“ My Lord, one word more, and I shall have done. I cannot conclude
my remarks without expressing my fervent hope that the new Indian Army,
which is being raised under the recent Defence lorce Aoct, will come up to
the expectations of the authorities, and that patriotic Indians will offer them-
selves in their thousands in this hour of need of the -Empire. But at the same
time we cannct but hope that Government will not fail to attract Indians
. to this new army by reposing their trust in them and by conferring commis-

sioned ranks on proper and eligible Indian youths.”

' The Hon’'ble Khan Baha dur Mian Mohammad Shafi :—
“ My Lord, it must naturally be a squrce of great gratification to Your Excellency
that, on the conclusion of the first year of your high office, the Hon'ble the
Finance Member has, in spite of the abnormal conditions oreated by an un-
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parallelled world-conflagration, been able to present to this Council a revised -

Financial Statement for 1916-17, with a balance amounting to £5,988,700. The
causes which have brought abhout this increase in the last year's surplus to an
amount exceeding over six times the estimated figure were fully explained by the
Hoen’ble Sir William Meyer, and speak well not only of the financial stability of
India, but also of the efficiency of our Administration. And the Budget for the
ensuing year furnishes an additional proof of Sir William Meyer’s skilful
handling of our financial resources, providing as it does not only for the ever-
increasing needs and requirements of the vast Indian Empire, but also for the
‘payment of interest on, and a sinking fund for, the great Indian War Loan



774 BUDGET, 1917-18.
{ Khan Bakadur Mian MHokommad Skafi,1 [ 2320 Mancw, 1917 )

through a wise scheme of taxation, the incidence of which falls mainly on the
wealthier classes who can well afford to bear it,. The enhancel tax im
upon imported ocotton goods has been universally acclaimed in India, and it is
not surprising that the little Englander attitude adopted towards it by the
Lancashire representatives in tie House of Commons has beea emphatically
condemned by all shades of publio opinion, Indian and Anglo-Iadian, in this
country. As was rightly observed by the Right Hon'ble the Secretary of Stats,
for whose strenuous advocaoy of India's just rights we are deeply grateful, the
position hitherto accorded to cotton was a great injustice to India. This
solfish and unjustifiably over-anxious solicitude of the Lancashire clique for
safeguarding the trade interests of a few towns in entire disregard of the
wider interests of the Empire displays a narrow-minded oraze for self-aggrandize-
ment entirely inoongistent with the new spirit of imperial patriotism which is
awakening new impulses and strengihening the imperial bonds in all the
outlying dominions/of His Majesty, the King-Emperor. The enactment in
question has already become a part and parcel of our Btatute-book, sand I am
perfectly confident that Your Excellency's Government, as trustees of Iundia's
interests, will resist any efforts that may be made hereafter for the restoration
of a state of things which was not based upon any principles of justice and
constituted an unjustifiable interference with the industrial development of
this country.

“My Lord, the one outstanding feature of the Finanocial Statement is, of
course, the announcement of the offer, made by our Governmeat, of India’s
War contribution amounting to 100 millions and its acceptance by Iis
Majesty’s Government. Doubts have been expressed, in & certain quarter, of
the legality of the offer made on behalf of this conatry, but a careful perusal of
settions 20 and 22 of the Government of India Aot leaves, in my mind, no
manner of doubt whatever that the action taken by Your %xoellonoy'l
Government.is perfectly within the leltor ns well as the spirit of the Statute ;
and it is abundantly clear that an almost universal chorus of edthusiastic
approval of this contribution has been heard in every nook and corner of India.
The community which I have the honour to represent has, through a Rusolu-
tion adopted unanimously at a general meeting of the Punjab Musliin League,
acclaimed the action taken by the Governmegt of India. lundeed, proud as the
Indian peoples are of our country being an integral part of the great British
Empire, they not only sincerely appreciate, in their true significance, the
manifold privileges of British citizenship, but are also ready and willing to take
up the corresponding burden of responsibilities they may becalled upon to
bear. In this world-erisis, when the Empire has espoused the cause of right.
eousness and oivilization, when & militant race athirst for world-dominion has
crushed weaker nations under its iron heels and trampled ruthlessly upou all laws
of humanity, India is as ready to put her shoulders to the wheel as any other part
of the Empire in order to bring this terrible war to a successful end. Your
Excellency may rest assured that, comparatively poor though it may be, the
Punjab will bear its share of the financial sacrifice which India is called upon
to make in the same willing spirit in which it has already contributed to the
man-power of the Empire in its gigantic effort to crush an unrighteous
militarism that has brought untold suffering and misery uwpon millions of
human beings in all parts of the globe.

_ “My Lord, eighteen months ago during the Simla Session 0f 1915, I bad the
honour of moving, in this Council, a Resolution advocating India's participation
in the Imperial Conference which was, at the time, accepted by His Excellency
Lord Hardinge’s Government, and received the promise of careful consideration
from His Majesty’s Government in England. It is naturally a source of
profound satisfastion to me that the claim, then put forward on Lehalf of m(
country, has now been finally recognised by His Majesty’s Government as well
as by the various self-governing colonies. As I said on that occasion, ‘the
comradeship on the battlefields of three Coutinents between the British, Colonial
and Indian eoldiers has not only removed groundless misconceptions and
brought about mutual confidence and understanding, bui has sealed with blood
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for all time this renewed c¢ompact of fellow-citizenship of a great and glorious
Empire.’ That renewed compact of fellow-citizenship has now been formally
sealed. Iudia has, at lsst, been admitted into the Imperial Federation, and I am
deeply thankful to have rendered this humble service to my Motherland.

“ My Lord, the galaxy of nations and countries constituting the Empire
of Greater Britain may well be likened to a joint family in which
Great ~Britain occupies the ‘position of a Karfs. This great famill has,
no doubt, its domestic problems requiring satisfactory solution ; its mem-
bers have their individual .grievances calling for early redress.. In our
own country we have -mnot- only.our Indian ‘problems, but also our pro-
vineial questions, a proper settlement of which, if faced in a spirit of broadmind-
ed statesmanship, is calculated to strengthen tlie permanence and stability of
the British Rule in India.” But, My Lord, is it wise, ‘is it right for the
members of such a family to waste their time and energy in the discussion of
their domestic differences when a band of dacoifs is hammering at the gates of
the family mansion and trying to scale its walls for the purposes of massacre and
plunder ? This is not the time for the discussion of vital problems, constitu-
tional and administrative ; this is not the period for embarrassing Government in
their all-absorbing efforis to bring the war.to. a successful issue, to guard
the frontiers of India against foreign aggression, and to maintain law and.
order in the country itself. Indeed, we have .our Indian and provineial
problems to solve ; we have our legitimate. aspirations and needs to place.
before the Government; -but the time for their discussion is not yet. When
the Teutonic Powers have been brought to. their knees and the clash of armas
is hushed, there will be time enough to turn our attention to the solution of
our domestic problems. Till then it behoves us to sink our differences, to hush
the voice of discord, and to.unite with the Government in carrying out success-
Tully the one gigantic task that lies beforeus. My Loxd, it is in this spirit
that I refrain from & discussion: of our internal political problems to-day.
Far away above the distant horizon I see the bright glimmering of a glorious
dawn which, with the ocomplete anmihilation of German militarism, is
sure to be the harbinger not only of international peace and good-will, but also
of 4 firmer and more compact solidarity of the greatest Empire known to history.””

- The Council adjourned for lunech till 2-30 ».x. '

-

- “ The Hon’ble Mir Asad Ali, Khan Bahadur:—*My Lord, I 230 r.x.

should - like to .join my Hon'ble colleagues in heartily congratulating the

Hon'ble the Finance Member upon the remarkably satisfactory Budget he has
resented to -the Council. Without raising ‘'such additional taxation as may’

“ fall heavily on the vast hulk of the Indian population, he has steered his way

olear through the Financial Statement for 1917-18, and presented a War

Budget that has already met with the general approval of the country.

*We ard still passing through a grave international crisis. We feel and
realise more and more the burden of the greatest war of modern fimes. The
war has not only paralysed our industrial and commerocial activities, but affected .
in some ways the peaceful progress of the country. We are at one with the
Government in the firm determination to see the war through to a successful
and glorious end. Like the hurning wick that emits a bright flame before its -
final extinotion, the enemy’s last efforts seem to be formidable. But fortune .
has smiled on the Allies who are-now within sight of ultimate victory. India,
My Lord, I need hardly assure Your Excellency, is still willing and prepared
to render to the Britisk Empire all possible loyal assistance in men, material
and money, and earnestly prays for the complete success of the British arms
in this world struggle. _ ‘ '

“'The Defence of India Bill, though it be a temporary measure, is an
enactment of far-reaching importance. It is an epoch-making event. A
beginning, and a right beginning, My Lord, has been made, Military Service
is now thrown open, particulatly to respeotable clawses and educated.Indians;
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who are desirous of proving their loyalty on the battle-fleld. Indian voluntoer.
ing, too, of which 20 much has been said on the public platform and written
in the press, has by a stroke of the pen become & reality. It affords an
excellent military training, at any rate during the war, for our spirited young
men and patriotic citizens. Both on my behalf and on behalf of the Moslet com-
muanity whom I have the honour to represent in this Council, I beg to offer Your
Excellency and Your Excellency’s Government our doep and grateful thanks
for the timely introduction of this noble measure.” I do hope and trust that
commissioned ranks will soon be thrown open ta Indians, and that the Defence
of India Act will after its short duration become a permanent moasure (o
adorn the Indian Statute-book. . -

* I do not venture to discuss the War Budget, nor can I possibly digost
the Financial Secretary’s able memorandum in a couple of days. I may,
however, be permitted to make a few observations more or less pertaining to
the Budget. ’

“The War Loan bas been well reccived throughout the country. It
might have been made more attractive in order to catch popular imagination,
‘either by the institution of prises as the Madras Mail sugzests or by eome
such means. Besides, India’s war gift of a hundred millicn pounds to Llis
Majesty’s Government, small as it may seem, is yet another indication of
India’s readiness to bear cheerfully the burden of the Empire. To those
ignorant and carping critice who are not quite satisfied with the part India has
played in this great war, 1 need only refer to the Budget speeches of the Hon’ble
the Finance Member, and the recent speech in the Council of my eateemed
friend, the Hon'ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya. In faot, India's gift of
£100,000,000 is really worth about twenty times what it actuallyis. Is not the
average income of a Britisher getting £40 per annum twenty times moro than
that of an Indian who gets less than £2 per annum ? That a poor country like
India should have already rendered so much aid in men, material and
money is in itself an unmistakeable proof of India’s desire to play her part
as well and worthily as the self-governing Dominions, and of India's hope to
deserve an equal and honourable treatment in the Councils of the Empire.

“ It is indeed satisfactory to note the progress during last year of education
in geuveral and Moslem education in particular. We are deeply.thankful to
Government for making a special recurring grant of £200,000 for improving
the training and pay of teachers in primary and secondary schools. But for
the war education, the crying need of India, might have made still greater
progress during the last two years. My Lord, education and sanitation should
continue to receive the same attention as during your predecessor’s regime.

* As for the new -taxation proposals, they have been well thought out,
so that the burden of taxation falls upon the olasses who can bear it best,
At the same time it cannot be forgotten that the poorer olasses too contribute
their own quota to the raising of additional revenue. The enhancement b
25 per cent. of the duty on salt last yoar and the surcharge on railway go
traffio this year at the rate of one pie per maund on- coal, cocke and firewood,
and two pies per maund On other articles, though sittin% lightly on the poor,
are also well-devised expedients to get their share. The raising of duty on
imported cotton goods and in respect of jute exportsis welcome. But the
continuance of the cotton excise duty will no louger be tolerated, especially in
view of the attitude -of Lancashire manufacturers as was evident in their
recent . deputation. ( A handful of Lancashire politicians in the House of
Commons evidently want to control the fiscal policy of India.| In this connec-
tion, I desire to express our heartiest thanks to the Secretary of State for India
for his staunch advocacy of India's cause and able defence of India’s case. It
is high time, My Lord, that Indian public opinion should express iteelf in
strong and unmistakeable terms against the impost of the cotton excise duty,
and urge the Government to abolish it as soon as the war is over.

“ While the war lasts the growing public expenditure, especially military
expenditure, has to be met with from the revenues of the country., The
announcement in the Financial Statement of the probable imposition
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of additional taxation on agricultural incomes, if future mnecessities
demand it, is likely to create apprehensions in the minds of the
agricultural classes. Instead of taxing agricultural incomes, our import
tariff rates may be revised further and enbhanced for the benefit of India. I
may also suggest in the event of absolute necessity the desirability of raising
the pustage commission on money orders, and charges of telegraphic messages.
Besides, if the Hon'ble the Financial Member believes in a policy of retrench-
ment, he ought to be able o show less public expenditure. While he istoo cau-~
tious or over cautious in' estimating figures on the revenue side, his caution
on the expenditure side tends perhaps=towards increased expenditure. As I
suggested last year, economy may be introduced under the heads of
‘ Salaries and Expenses of Civil Departments’ and * Miscellanous Civil
Charges.” In these and other ways sufficient additional revenue can be raised
without interfering with agricultural incomes, except perhaps in permanently
settled tracts. i ' -.
- The recent announcement of the temporary prohibition during the war
of Indian indentured labour emigration to the Colonies and other parts of the
Empire has filled the public mind of India with no small satisfaction. Our
grateful thanks are due to Your Excellency’s Governmentfor this statesmanly
act. The therny question of Indian indentured labour has long engaged the
serious attention of both the Governmentand people. Public opinion in this -
country and elsewhere has strongly condemned the ruinous system of indentured
labour accompanied by degradation, immorality and vice. -The fime has come,,
My Lord, when this wicked trade should cease to exist. This temporary measure,
I sincerely hope, is but the forerunner of the eventual prohibition altogether
of the indenture system.

* The war has given India a splendid opportunity for improving - her
economio and industrial condition. But the Indian market has unforiunately
been allowed to be captured either by neutrals or Allies, so much so India 1is
unable to withstand the undesirable entry of foreign exploifation and
compete fairly with foreign trads, even asregards the articles of manu-
facture formerly imported from the enemy- countries. Had the Govern-
ment of India been more on the alert and more determined, they would
have pursued a truly liberal and sympathetic policy towards the indus-
trial regeneration of India. The future greatness of this country depends to
a very large extent upon her industrial and commercial expansion without
which the country can never hopa to thrive or prosper in the modern sense of
the term. To wait till the labours of the Industries Commission are finished.
and till their final report sees the light of day is to miss a golden opportunity to
create an industrial India. The Government will therefore do” well to take

_early steps to devise workable plaus for starting and aiding indigenous indus-
tries, and establish technical and indnstrial schools at important centres. My
countrymen hope that, if the war be over this year, Your Excellency’s regime
will be asseciated with large industrial schemes forming the main item on the
administrative programme, A prosperous India, My Lord, will be a valuable
asset to the British Empire.” '

s .

The Hon’ble Mr. Kamini Kumar Chanda :—“My Lord, taxa-
tion being inevitable in view of the heavy oharge of the war contribution, the
Hon'ble the Finance Minister has earned the gratitude of the country by trying
to make it as inoppressive as possible. He has not knocked at the poor man’s
coitage and asked for his cowries, but called at the mansion of the rich and
demanded his gold There was undoubted temptation to him to have further
added to the poor man’s burden by taxing his salt which is a prime necessary
of life and to quote Professor Fawcett, should really be as free as the air we
breathe and the water we drink, but which nevertheless is at present heavily
taxed. We really feel grateful to 8ir William Meyer that he turned a deaf
ear to the incessant suggestions that were made to him to further tax salt; we
also feel grateful to him  that he has by increasing the import duties on:
cotton goods tried fo satisfy a demand which has long been made on behalf of -
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Indis to afford some protection to the Indian colton trade. Although the
Excise duties on Indian cotton goods sre still there and it can hardly be
claimed that an( real protection has been afforded atill the ipported article
being more Leavily taxed than the home-male one if there were other favour
able conditions it would go some way to protect the Iatter and for this tardy
act of justice we feel grateful. We must not overlook the fact, however, that
unless this apparent preferential treatment of the Indian cotton industry forme
part of & well-onnsidered and definite fiscal policy of protectiig the Indian
trade, such piecomeal tariff legislation would not in any appreciabie degrea
benefit it. 1f, on the other hand, it is resorted to, simply because it is denanded
by fiscal exigencies, it would merely be an indirect tax on the consumer on
whom it would ultimately fall and result in an immediate erhancement of the
Price. One would willingly pay more for an Imported articloe to-day if this
eads to a development of his country’s trade as he would derive a greatee
benefit in the future, He would in fact be paying a premium of insurance
in favour of the infant industry This pre-supposes that there will be facilitics
in the country for tie home trade, that as iegards the cotton industry there
will be a sufficient quantity of raw ocotton available, But there is no
export duty on raw cotton and as it is impossible to get any machinory
now aud coal is becoming dearer and dearer, and there in & decrease in
the import of long-staple cotton and bleaching articles and unlees therefore
an export duty be put on raw cotton, the Indian mills cannot derive
full benefit of the enhanced import duty on cotton goods. To give real
.protection to Indian trade there must not only be an export duty on
cotton, but the excise duty on Indian cotton goods should he removed
in s0 far a8 it is not required for fiscal purposes. This would mean the
adoption by the Government of India of a deflnite protective fiscal policy
which we trust will be done. If instead of this, however, there is any disposi»
tion to remove the extra import duty after the war aa the extraordinary sclfish
demand of Manchester recently put forward makes us apprehend, it will be a
grievous and double wrong to India. It is necessary to sound & timely warn-
ing. Great is Manchester, My Lord. Manchester is the real author ol the
mandate theory which has deprived the official Member of the freedom of bhis
judgment in voting. We have serious misgivings as to what will happen in
this matter after the termination of the war. The short-sighted and unpatriotio
selfishness of Lancashire members has succeeded in inducing the Parliamnent
to accept the addendum of Mr. Asquith to reconsider the question of this
additional import duty after the tormination of the war. My Lord, it will
really be disastrous if as a result of this there is any attempt to remove extra
duty on any pretext. Loopholes there will be many, for instance there can be
“no doubt that the Budget errs on the side of over caution, and that reccipts have
been underestimated—excess receipts over estimates may thus furnish a loophole.
But if this really comes about, there will be the strongest indignation in this coun-
try and the non-official Members are bound to receive a mandate from the people
to have the whole question of India’s war contribution re-opened. This con-
tribution of £100 million and the provision thérefor made in the Budget
in the shape of receipts from the new taxes are inter-dependent on each other as
the Secretary of State has shown in his reply to the Lancashire deputation for
which we are deeply grateful to Mr. Chamberlain. People in England cannot
realise, My Lord, the sacrifices which India has made for the war. It is the
colossal ignorance of the English people about the real facts that is the cause
of all tall talk of sacrifices made by the Colonies as compared to India. It is
forgotten that the rich colonies have given out of their superfluitics, that they
have in fact merely parted with a fraction of the huge profits they have made
cut of the war, while poor India has given out of her necessaries and hal now
by her latest contribution in the shape of this money gift absolutely crippled
her resources for more than one generation.

“It seems to be ignored that India has throughout maintained 75,000
British troops at a huge cost in addition to Tndian troops. What has been the
cost of this army ? It is no less than £21,000,000 against £1} million spent
by Canada for an army of 3,000 men and £1} million spent by Australia in
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maintaining an army of 2,500 men. Then, again, India has given £50,000,000
in stores, service and supplies and has lent from her reserves £27,000,000.
India hus paid for training of lnglish soldiers enabling Great Britsin o bold
large reserves of men,mo less than 400,000 of these men having been trained
at the cost. of India. It is not in a spirit of bragging that I recount
all this, nor with the object of protesting against the contribution or the
amount thereof, but only to expose the misrepresentations about India
published in the English Press. 'We have willingly agreed to the confribution
which the Goverament offered on oug behalf and in our name to Eagland, though
this means that our resources will for years to come be absolutely crippled. -We
feel that our duty to the Empire requiresit. Itis our utmost that we have
given and may under circumstances be beyond our capacity to bear.  But at
the supreme moment in the crisis in the history of the Empire all other’ consider-
ations must be laid aside, We must shed our last drop of blood, and we have
given proof of that in a practical shape in the huge money-contribution we bhave
now made. Itisin no spirit of bargain, not in expectation of gaining something
that we have given it. I was possible for us to have done so by being enabled
o adjust our finances to meet it by the taxation that has been imposed,
We in fact see therein an earnest of some fiscal control being vested in us—so
as to be able to adjust our fidancial obligations. Justice as well as political
expediency requires that we should have thus a dominating voice in the finan-
oial control an1 should be enabled to adjust our revenue and expendifure so as
to lighten the burden as far as possible. -

“ Coming fo the super-tax although it is only a wealthy community
that is going to be taxed, and though it will thus be not so oppressive as
it would be if it comprised the less well-to-do, we feel that it need not have
been resorted to in the first instance. All considerations of justice and equity
demanded that those who huve pecuniarily profited by the war should ‘be called
upon to part with a portion of such gains I would respectfully submit that
the reasons which the Hon'hle the Finance Minister has given for not taxing
such profits are not very convincing. Where would be the difficulty to find
the staff who could be trusted to make the necessary calculations ? QOould not
an indent be made to England if necessary ?  In a recent issue of the Capital we
find statistios of thirty jute companies showing profits they have made in 1914,
1915 and 1916, respectively Could not similar statistics be obtained of = other
concerns who made such profits from war. 'Lhe list of the profits of the jute
companies is given below— ' .

‘ The. following statement of Bengal jute mill profits will, we are sure, be found very
interesting. We ard indebted for the same to Capital :—

—_— 114 | 6. {1018

. Bs. B Ba
Bamsgore « .+ . 4 . . e e 7516 |  11,50,800 16,560,870
Rinmison . . . . . o . . o 989 | 2680350 41,2,964
Bolswe . . . . 4 . . . .| 13588 | 104863 | 3079067
Alon . .« .« .« & . o 640809 | . ossees | 1373266
Budge-Budge - « s &« « s s af 851018 - 14,04,920 | 22,83,962
Natonal &« . e v & e . o] 53,8 | 1607808 | 2518149

80ra Novawbae,

Aucklard « . . . 4 4 s o+ Low 143138 | 825454 14,99,668
- Caledonian . ] . . l . . » . ey e 5,33,748
Dolta . o =« « o o & + 4 . 6,49,014 15,79,842 19,62,308

FortGloster o« . .+« . o+ « o o ‘19280 91,47,781 34,91,067
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Kelvin . . . . . . . . . . 497,709 16,44,239 19,88, 007
Khardah . . . . . . . . $,81,079 0,859,958 38,87.000

Lansdowne ¢+ o« -+ o+ o o o o Low 89,683 14,49,010 8.70,878
Tawren® ¢ +« o & o« 4+« . e 19,526 13,70,623 1.97,0/0
NewCental o . o+ .+ + o o . - 10,66 581
L 5,15,539 8.07,759 11,30,690
Forthbrook . &« « & ¢« o « o+ . 96,288 10,06,618 17,34.087
Hoorsh . . . . . . . . - 91,087 301,101 3,348,000
Btardad . . o+ 4+ 4+ s o o+ Lom 048 12,06,047 $4.34,799
Tnim o ¢ « o + o o« & 101,748 20,18,7%4 $0,66,088°

Is it very difficult to find out what portions of these profits represent war
profite. It would be interesting to inquire how many share-holders of these
companies will be touched by the super tax, for .all whose dividends are
below Ra. 50,000 will escape. Could any share-holder reasonably complain
if, say, even half the extra dividends he got owing to war profits were appro-

riated by the State seeing that they would not be earned but for the war?
Eaatly, granting that the tax on the war profits would be #il at the termination
of the war, why are the profits during the continuance of the war to go ecot-
free? Would there be any difficulty to have fresh taxation at the termination

of the war to make up any deficit ?

“ Coming to the expenditure side of the Budget, it will not of course be
right to expect that our ordinary expectation can fully be met in & war
Budget ; but we cannot bui regret that more could not be granted for sanitation
and education. We are grateful to the Government for the grant of 30 lakhs
for improving the position of teachers of primary and secorndary schonls;
but this is not enough. Extension of education is if anything more urgently
called for and makes an imperative demand on the revenue. Much time has
already gone by and we cannot afford to waste furthertime before strenuous
efforta are made to reduce—if not altogether remove—the deplorable amount
of illiteracy from the country. How long shall we appear before other
nations sas illiterate people? Why should the Government of India be hesi-
tating while the whole of the civilised world accepts the task of educating the

ple as a sacred duty ? The demands of sanitation are equally insistent. I am
aware that these complaints have for years and years been and that there
is nothing new in them. But, My Lord, it is not our fault that we are repeating
the comp?aint year after year. _{t lies with the Government to remove the
cause of these complaints. It may no doubt be contended that there would be
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no funds this time to devote to education and sanitation. My submission
would be-that money will be available by suitable adjustment of the Budget.
‘Why for instance should there be 40 lakhs for Delhi ? It issurely an extra-
vagant sum simply  to carry on.” There is surely no urgency in the matter. I
confess I could not follow the Hon’ble the Finance Member’s explanation.
Why should there be any difficulty even if that involves the disbanding of
establishments, Cannot the requisite staff be available for reappointment when
the work wolld require it, or cannot the staff be deputed to Mesopotamia to be
usefully employed now? Why should again the collection of stones and manu-
-facture of bricks go on now when they will not be required for some time to
-come ? "Why should bricks and stones again rot and deteriorate ? Could not
40 lakhs be easily cut down from the Delhi project and the money be made
available for sanitation and education ? :

« If there is one subjeot more than any other which to-day is agitating
the Indian mind with almost feverish anxiety it. is the question as to the position
of India in the re-adjustment of the Empire that is surely going to take place

resently. Isshe to continue as a mere dependency as at present, or will she
Ee admitted to a partnership with the self-governing Dominions over-seas in the
Empire, that is being discussed everywhere. - We; 19 of out 22 selected Indian
Members of this Council who were present at Simla at the time, submitted a
note to Your Excellency in September. The Members who did not sign it at
the time bave, it is well known, directly or indirectly - practically endorsed it
since then. There is no doubt that the whole country has earnestly confirm-
ed it. Both the National Indian Congress and the Moslem League have
passed Resolutions embodying the demands we made in it. The whole country
is keenly expecting a favourable response at the hands of Your Excellency’s
Government.

“ One of our demands in the said memorandum was the granting of King’s
commissions to Indians in the Army. This demand has now received pro-
mirence owing to special oircumstances. The recent announcement made by
the Secretary of State in Parliament that Your Excellency has informed him
that commissions in the Army under the Indian Army Aect would be given fo
Indians have filled them with high hopes, and they refuse to accept the restrict-’
ed interpretation which is placed on it. Indians are mow being admitted to
these commissions as jemadar, subadar, and subadar-major, and if these only
were meant where would be the necessity of making the announcement ? There
is also the pronouncement made by Lord Islicgton in July last before a Con-
ference of Parliamentry representatives which at any rate leaves no room
for doubt. ¢ He anticipated and most hopefully anticipated that one of the
outcomes of the war would be that at an early date we should display our
confidence in Indian military loyalty by promoting to comimissioned ranks as
officers in the Army some of those qualified for the position’. Itis ¢ertain, My
Lord, that the appointment of another Indian to the Executive Council - will
not meet with that enthusiastic reception to-day which the appointment of an
Indian Captain would. It will be unjust-to India, My Lord, and politically
dangerous to further delay giving effect to hopes which have been raised in the
Indian mind. I would associate myself in this connection with the following
remarks which' a retired military officer, Colonel A. M. Murray, C.B., has
recently made ;— - . '

* Spirst of Comradeship. s

¢ As long as we treat India as a conquered country anrest will -spread pars passs with the
spread of education. Comradeship makes for contentment, and takes the wind out of the sails
of agitatore. We want Indians to feel that their cause is our canse, and that they have equal
rights of Imperial citizenship with ourselve'and overseas Dominions. We cannot do every-
thing at once, but we can begin with the Army. The Army of India, like the Government of
India, is organised on bureauncratio, not democratic, lines, and this is what requires to be undone,
Soldiers will oppose the proposal for fusion, because by force of habit and tradition they oppose
all reforms ; but statesmen will understand what Indiane want, and if they are wise they will
give it them. Diffieulties will cecur to both Europeans and Indians in carrying out this pro-
posal, but in the opinivn of a distinguished Anglo-Indian statesman whom the writey has one
gulted they are not insuperable,’
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~__“Let not the enthusiasin which has been aroused in India by the docision
of Your Excellency’s Government throwing military service open to educated
Tndians be damped by irritating diffcrences of treatment between Indians and
Europeans. let alao the short-sighted policy of working the Defence of India
Act arbitrarily and without any justification in gagging Indians of influence be
reviewed. It is appareatly not realised what mischief the recunt ordors passed
against Mr. Tilak, Babu Bipinchandra Pal and Mrs, Besant has done.

. ** We are deeply grateful to Your Excellency's Goverument for baving
stopped emigration of Indians (o the Colonies, and we sinoeroly trust that the
prohibition will take shape of a permanent injunction.”

The Houble Dr. Tej Bahadur Sapru:—" My Lord, the
Session of the Council which is drawing to a close to-day has been an eventful
one. Indeed some of the events which have Lappened during the last two
months within the four walls of this Council Chamber have hcen of such far
reaching conse{uences, that it scems 10 me that their effect will be felt not only
by the present generation of Indians, but also by the succeeding generations of
our conutry-men. Not the least important of these events has been the Budgot
which has been presented by the Hon'ble 8ir William Meyer. What, I may
be permitted to ask, are the leading featares of this Budget P If I were
asked to sum them up, I would say that the Budget shows in a remarkable
degree a combination of foresight, resourcefulness and equity My Lord, we
are passing through extraordinary times, and there are extraordinary ealls
on the public purse. Money had to be found, and I-do not think that it would
have been possible to find more money in a more satisfactory manner than has
been doue by the Hon’ble 8ir William Meyer ia the present Budget. Therae is,
on the one hand, the Super-tax, and I do not see any reason why those who make
most should at all complain, when they a:e called upon by the Exchequer, to
pay most ; on the other hand, you have the export duty on jute raised and & sur-
charge on railway goods. No doubt, exception has been taken to the surcharge
on railway goods in certain quarters, but I expect that as time goes on and as
our finances acquire a state of equilibrium, this will be revised. But not the
least important of the taxes which have been imposed is that which relates to
the cotton duties. My Lord, the excise duties in India have been a sore point
with us for nearly a quarter of a century, and it did-certuinly require a certain
amount of courage on the part of the Hon’'ble the Finance Member to raise
import duties on cotton, and the events which have happened recently in
England undoubtedly bear testimony to the remarkable courage which the
Hon'ble the. Finance Member has shown in this matter. When one sees the
spectacle of India willingly contribute her mite in the defence of ths vommon
Empire, when one bears in mind the poverty and the limited character of ber
resources and the extent of the financial help which we have rendered at this par-
ticular juncture, when, at the same time, one remembers the prosperous coudi-
tion of Lancashire and the little-mindedness which they have shown on an
occasion like this. one is tempted to prdclaim *look at that picture and look
aj this’ My Lord, I sincerely hope the courage which has characterised the
Finance Member on this particular occasion will not fail the Government of
India in future,and when the time comes for a revision of our financial position,
the Government of India will stick to the arrangement as strongly and as firm!
as they have done on the present occasion. My Lord, I thiok it is only fair
that we should express our gratitude to the Right Hoa'ble the Becretary
of State for the bold and courageous attitnde that he has taken in regard to
this matter. It is nothing but bare justice which has been done to Iadia, and
let those of our critics who have. been fiading fault in the Press here and
elsewhere in regard to the marner in which we have been financially rendering
help to England, remember the spirit which has been shown by the Members
of Your Lordehip’s Council and by the gencral publie in India, and contrast
it with the spirit which has been shown in Lancabire. But I may be permitted
to observe that the Hoa’ble the Finance Member has been particu’arly good to
the people of this country in eo far as he made it possible for the people, I mean
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the masses, to avoid any furthor incidence of taxation: Salt has not been tapped
again, and although there are indicationsin the Hon’ble the Finance Member's
speech of the agricultural incomes being tapped, I sincerely hope and pray that
it may not be found possible next year to tap these resources.

“ My Lord, coming to the expenditure side, it is gratifying to note that in:
spite of the various calls which have been made upon the purse of the Indian
Exchequer, the Government have found it possible to contribute 30 lakhs to
the cause of education. My Lord, my friend the Hon'ble Mr. Sastri, raised
a debate on this question only a few weeks ago, in the course of which he laid
stress upon the fact that; while money has been granted for the improvement of
teachers, no money has been granted for the extension of education, and
he then took opportunity to remind the Council that a .battle-royal has
been waging in this counfry for many years past hetween the theory of
efficiency on one side and the theory of the extension of education on the other
side. My Lord, I think personally that the improvement of teachers is by no.
ineans inconsistent with the exiension of primary education. I wish it had
been found possible by the Government of India to give something for the
extension of primary education. But, My Lord, taking things as they are,
I must eay that I am nof free from certain doubts as to the justice of the
distribution of that grant." *1 find that the Hon’ble Sir Sankaran Nair
proposes to give nine lakhs of rupees to Bengal, whereas my province gets only
two lakhs and fifty thousand. [ believe he has proceeded on the principle that
he who has much is-entitled to more, and he who haslittle is eatitled to less:
Well, My Lord, my Hon’ble friend Mr. Basu has during this Session earned a
reputation, I would say an enviable reputation, for * sweet reasonableness.’
I will put it to him and ask him whether it is at all reasonahle that Bengal
which always claims to be in the vanguard of education, and which always
chaffs m{ province for being at the bottom of educational progress, should have
nine lakhs, while we should remain content with the paltry sum of two lakhs
and fifty thousand ? I am sure the Hon’ble Mr. Jennings would bé quite happy
to share a considerable portion of the nine lakhs with my province, which was
also his province a few years ago, and I am also surs my Hon’ble friend Mr;
Basu in his anxiety to preserve his reputation for ¢ sweet reasonableness’ will
not oppose my suggestion L

% My Lord, it is my pleasing duty now to offer Your Lordship my per-
sonal thanks and the thanks of my province for the courageous step which
Your Lordship has been pleased to take in behalf of indentured labour. My
Lord, it has been a orying evil. The entire country has been, fhrown into a
state of excitement over this question, and year by year the conviction has
grown deeper in our minds that what cannot be meaded must be ended. ‘

“ My Lord, tite moral evils of this pernicious sysiem are too patent, and

no one has recognised them more frankly than the Government of India
themselves in their Despatches to the Secretary of State. Your Lordship. and
Your Lordship’s Government must be aware of the excitement that has existed

in the country during the last few months over this qubstion, and nowhere more
has public feeling been excited on this particular question than in the Province
which I have the honour to represent. My Province has suffered most because
it is from my Province that a very considerable portion of labour is recrunited,
and I rejoice to think that Your Lordship has exercised your discretion under

the Defence of India Act and abolished it for the time being. My Lord, I
trust it is not abolished only for the time being, I hope it is dead and

dead for ever My Lord, 1 certainly did not know the potentialities ~

for good of the Defence of India Act, and I am encouraged to think
that if Your 1.ordship can introduce such a beneficent reform under the

Defence of India Act, Your Lordship may introduce under that Act cer-

tain other reforms for which the country is crying.. And I can assure Your

Lordship that if Your Lordship does it, you will not find stronger supportérs

of Your Lordship’s Government orof that Aot than tbe present Members

of this Couneil. But, My Lord, I do not wish to say more on this sub-

ject. I have yet another grievance, and that is also of .a provincial

character, 1 refer to the question, .to the old, old question of a Governor in

v
P
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Council for my Province. My Lord, I bad the honour of moving a° Remlution
on this subject only acouple of weeks ago, aad then Sir Reginald Craddock
uttered language which I did not realise was something of & prophecy. He
said that if we could not et sixtecn annas, we should be matisflad with eizht
annas, Well the eight annas has yet to come, meanwhile there is some cause for
us to pause. The announcement of the appointment of Sir lHlarcourt Butier in
place of SBir James Meston is a matter of reflection for urall. We ask, is this
question going to be shelved and postponed for another five years? My Lord,
nobody can accuse my Province of want of patience. We have been patient
for over 80 years, and 1 trust, My Lord, you wiil not make a further demand
or our patience in this particular respect, but ocertainly I may be permitted
to ask whether the appoiatment of 8ir Harcours Butler in this Province ia
ouly a stop-gap armagement during the time of the war, or whether it is
proposed to elevate Sir Harcomt Butler himself to thé pisition of a Governor
after the war isover? My Lord, I have nothing particular to say with
regard to the appointment of 8ir Harcourt Butler; he is a Member of the
Civil Service of our nwn Province, he knows the Province intimately, and if
we have to go content with a Lioutenant-Governor for the next five years, I
have nothing more to say against that appointment, but I hope sud trust that
behind the apparent announcément, there is some policy which it is not
considered expedient {0 announce at the present moment, ,

“ Now, My Lord, there are one or two questions which I would, with Your
Lordship's permission, just toush upon and then resume my seat. My Lord,
my friend the Hon’ble Mr. 8hafi has reminded us very solemnly that it is not
right for us to embarrass the Government by raising any questions of & con-
stitutional character. I am perfectly a'ive, My Lord, to the obligation that
rests upon us all that we should refrain from embarrassing the Government on
any particular question during the tine of the war, but, My Lord, may I remind
my friend that putting beéfore the Government what the country feels is not
embarrassing the Government, but helping the Government. My Lord, Your
Lordship was pleased to refer to a8 Despatch which the Guvernment of India
have sent to the Secretary of State on the question of post-war reforms in the
speech which you delivered on the opening day of this Council, My Lord,
some of us who are interested in those questions have ventured to put forward
our views before Your Lordship in 4 memorandum submitted at 8imla, Bince
then the country has from its two public platforms also expressed opinions on
these questions, and I do not think I shall be justified in going into the details
of any of these questions and discussing them oa this particular occasion. But
the fact remains that new aspirations have arisen, and it is for the Governmeat
to regulate and satisfy those aspirations and not shut their eyes to or suppress
those aspirations. Iam glad that the Government is not oblivious of thuse
aspirations, and that the Government have themselves sent up a representation
on those questions tothe Secretary of State. But, My Lord, may I be permitted
to express the hope that, whatever may be the decision which Your Lordskip's
Government or the Goverament in England may be inclined to take in regard to
these constitutional questions, Your Lordship will be pleased to give the country
a chance of expressing its views on those particular decisions., This was done
in the case of the Minto-Morley reforms, and I see absolutely no reason why the
country should be deprived of any chance of expressing its viows on reforms
on which the Government of iyndi.a and the Government in England are
agreed. '

“ My Lord, my Hon’ble friend, Captain Ajab Khan, whom we all cordially
welcome in this Council as representative of the Indian Army, referred to the
aspirations of the Indian Army to-day. I can assure Captain Ajab Khan that
he has with him the support of the entire country. My Lord, it has been
our grievance for years past that we are not admitted into the higher ranks
of the Army, and I1am glad that the gallant representative of the Indian
Army, on this occasion has, with the authority with which he can claim to
speak on this question, put forward his views so eloquently before Your
Lordship to-day.

- “My Lord, my learned friend, the Hon’ble Pandit" Madan Mohan Malaviya,
moved the other day a Resolution with regard to the Public Services question. 1do
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not wish again {0 raice any question of detail with regard fo that matter. But
I will be absolutely frank and say ore or two things with regard to that matter.
If itis thought by the Government here or in England that the aspira-
~ tions of this country are going to be satisfied by the recruitment of nine men in
this country, My Lord, all that T can say to Your Lordship with all the sincerity
I can command is that the Government is very much raistaken. The iepori
of the Public Bervices Commission is an extremely disappointing document,
and I should like those who wish to go ahead with the reforms suggested by the
Public Services Commission to ask themselves just one or two questions. Does
the Report of the majority of the Commission satisfy the intellect of India?
Does it satisly the heart of India? Does it satisfy the aspirations of the
present generation, or will it satisfy the aspirations of the geneiation which will
arise in the next thirty years? My Lord, whatever may be the steps which
Your Lordship is prepared to’take in the light of the Public Services Com-
mission’s Report, I certainly hope and pray that Your Lordship will not accept
the suggestion of the Public Services Commission which assumes that India’s
aspirations can be satisfied with the recruitment of nine men in India.

“ My Lord, I must also thank Youi Lordship for sending representatives
of the Government of India to the Imperiai Conference which is about to
take place in England. But I think, My Lord, I owe it to Your Lordship - to
say that the country would certainly have been more pleased and more
satisfied if this Council had been allowed to select a representative of its own.
I know, My Lord, that the Dominions have sent'up their Ministers, but there
is this vital difference between the Dominions and India, that the Ministérs
who have gone to England to take part in that Conference have the vote of
.their country behind them, whereas our representatives have not. My Lord,
I bave nothing more to say.”

The Hon'ble Ra.o Bahadur B. N. Sarma :—* My Lord, we
rejoice at the success of the allied arms in the west, of the British Imperial
arms in the east, and at the discomfiture of our enemies. We rejoice that the
people of Russia have risen equal to the occasion and are determined to win
the war New forces are being created, the demoeratic spirit is abread, and
there is every hope that we may look forward to an early and lasting peace.
I realise that we are in the midst of abnormal conditions, and that the ordinary

.ocanons of criticism do not apply to this year's Budgef, an essentially War
Budget. There has been a class of critics during recent times which regretted
that the war has not been brought home to the minds of Indians in the way in
which it ought to have been, India being an integral part of the British
Empire. They may rest assured -that it will. be. remembered for at least a
generation if not more, and that India has never shrunk, and will never shrink;
from sacrifices which she can bear, provided she is really treated as an
integral part for all purposes. The country will always remember with grati-
tude the Hon'ble Sir William Meyer’s bold championing of the Indian cause,
and he will permit us to believe, even in spite of his Budget speech, that over-
whelming forces over which neither he nor perhaps the Government of India
had absolute control, are responsible for the presentation of the Budget in its
present form. But may I be permitted, My Lord, to congratulate Sir William
Meyer and Your Excellency’s Government on the skilful manner in which the

“burdens have been adjusted, under circumstances which permitted no alterna-
tive,

“The Budget is an orthodox Budget, but for the introduction of two
principles, namely, the discrimination of the rich as being specially bound
to bear State burdens out of their abundance, and that India has the
right to adjust her tariffs for fiscal purposes. I bave always felt that
the Government of India were never deterred from imposing . burdens
for {he maintenance aund increase of armies, it may be partially for
Imperial purposes, and for administrative improvements, but have always
hesitated, owing to the bogey of popuiar discontent, from initiating any large
messure involving expenditure calculated to improve the condition of the

3 ru.
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people, such as their education, sanitation and vital well-beii.g. The history of
fiscal legislation in the past and at present fully justifies my remark, ror is
there any indication that any schemes are undor contemplation which would
enable the people to bear the new burdens without detriment to their well-
being. Mr. Gokhale asked for a revision of the tariff for educational advanoe-
ment ; it was not to be. There scems to be no constructive siatcsmanship
discernible. .

“The Hon’ble the Fiaauce Minister's specch indicates the pomibility of
being faced with the need to look to land and salt for general burdens in the
near future, and the contingency may not be so remote, if certain strong
influences whose force and vigour we have witnes-ed during the last few days
obtain ascendancy when the pressure cf the war is over, It is sad to conteme
plate the general economic condition of the country, the new taxation and the
Bossibilitiea of the immediate future. Turning to the figures quoted in Mer.

utta’s report, page 58, paragraphs 145 and 148, aud cven taking them with
the comments of the Goverament of India, the position is not very cheering
Whereas there has been a growth of population between 1890-91 and 1911-13 of
84 per cent. in the area inquired into, the increase in the area under cultiva-
tion has been but 6 per cent, in the area under fued grains 3 per ceut.
and in the production of food grains but 9 per cent. Tle new area
under cultivation, including the cacal-fed land since added, can by no
means be said to keep pace with the further growth of population, say, sbout
2} per cent. since 1911-12, and making full allowance for deflcient atatistios,
low crop returns, eto.,, the posilion is by no means eucouraging when
we remember that the highest average income per head has been computed
to be but £2, and statements in which, assuming there is exaggeration, a pare
tial truth must be admitted, that more than 40 millionsgo without a fuil meal
s day.

% The total capital of the Joint Stock Companies was estimated in
1213-14 to be 76 crores, and the rupee loan held by Indians was in 1911.
12 about 69 crores, or a total of 145 crores, a sum less than the 100 nil-
lions for which provision has been made, and even including the Bavings
Banks deposits, the fresh loans and capital in new companies, tbe figures
are not very much higher. The proportion of tae public debt held by Iun-
dians was in 1901-04 50 crores and in 1911-12 €9 crores, or an increase of
23th crores per annum, The capital sunk in the new companies during
recent years does not exceed on the average three or four crores, aud taking the
Post Office Savings Bank deposits, the growth between 1904-05 to 1911-12
to be from 13 to 18, the aggregate annual total, at any rate of people in-
clined to utilise their resources, falls far below the nine crores a year, the in-
terest and sinking fund charges provided. The euper-tax and the drain of
capital from the country are factors of a ver{) disquieting charactor. Let un
also remember that if only 85 millions could be raised, 9} millions of new acres
of irrigated area could be brought under the plough; and we are shrinking
from undertaking the programme partly for want of capital.

« Taxation under heads which are considered taxation proper, excluding
railways, irrigation, etc., has increased from 3s. 23d. in 19_07_ to a little
over 4. 7d. in 1917-18, roughly an increase of 43 per cent. within ten ycars.
The increase in the gross revenue has been from 811 actuals in 1914-10
to 98'8 the Budget figure for the current year or 22 per ceut. in three ycars.

“ But we rejoice in that we have as a partner the wealthy United King-
dom. The capital of the United Kingaom was estimated by Sir Robert Uiffen
in 1903 at £15,000 millions and the annual income at £1,750 gllllions.
The ¢Economist’ quoted at page 81 states that the amount invested
abroad in Mulhall, was 3,050 millions, which is estimated to represent 20
per cent. of the total capital of the United Kingdom, and this was several
years ago. The total amount of securities on the stock exchange at present,
I believe, is more than 11,000 millions, of which 6,000 millions is mvesk_:d
abroad, and a large portion thereof is British capital. Viscount laldaue in
1915 said—* the growth of national annual resourccs has been from 850 millions
in 1868 to 2,400 millions.’ Viscount Middleton, speaking in the House of
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Lords in 19.5, said ‘the Chancellor of the Exchequer said the othér day that

the savings of the country had now reached, according to statisticians, between

£300 and 400 millions a year, but that we have made pretty good inrcads

upon these savings® Mr. McKenna, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, said

in April 1916--° I have given our revenue of a possibly permanent nature at

£123,000,000 which leaves a surplus on the basis of increased expenditure, after

another year of war and all its expenses, at £85 millions. I give these figures:
under great reserve, many of the factors cannot be definitely estimated, but I

think the figures are enough to shew that, by the present scale of taxation, we

are making ample provision for the service of the war, and that when peace

comes we shall have a considerable margin for the remission of taxation.’

The total indebtednese of the country was 3,440 millions, the advances were

860 millions and the debt charge annually was 145 millions. Mr. Chamberlain,

speaking in the House of Commons in May 1916, stated that the position in

Englafd was not very discouraging. Revenue. exceeded the estimates by

£3,500,000 in 1913-14, by £17,600,000 in 1914-16 and by £32,000,000 in

1915-16, and after saying that they were not overstraining their resources which

would have resulted in small returns, he added ‘I have not the least doubt that

this money which we are taking from the hands of our countrymen could be

used to greater advantage'if there were no war than it is now being used in the

interests of the war by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Weare using up.
capital, we cannot help it. In one form or another we are bound todo it.. We

are using up capital for purposes of the war. We are laying by less capital

than in ordinary circumstances would be done for the development of business,

for keeping business up to date and for providing us with the means to meet

our competitors’ So the position in England is not so gloomy as is some-
times depicted, and I have nont the least doubt that the principle of reciprocity -
would lead to abundant good results in the future. >

“The position in the Colonies also is not bad. Their annual income per’
head is 53, 62, 100 and so on, and the amounts'in the savings banks are glso
large. Consequently, we may reasonably and naturally expect the rest of
the Empire, after the war is over, fo undertake, if necessary, fiscal sacrifices
with a view to bring up less fortunately situated India, if not quite up to the
level of their economic prosperity, at least to a position where her people
" can possess and enjoy the normal comforts of civilized existence. This reminds
me of a story.in the Puranas of a poor Brahmin named Kuchela, in dismay,
looking round for something in the house which he could present as an
offering on a visit to his friend, King and God, Sri Krishna, when the house- -
wife came to the rescue and gave him a few handfuls of beaten rice which
she preserved as a provision against undesirable contingencies. Sri Krishna -
accepted the gift with great pleasure and -was dissuaded by Lakshmi from
eating the whole lest inconvenient resulfs of a complete transference of riches
might take place. Contemplative India, like Kuchela, never does a duty
expeoting a return ; but the Lancashire Lakshmi may dissuade the better mind
of Great Britain from doing justice, let alone generous deeds, and the housewife
out here might well wish that the beaten rice had not left her house. :

“The Government of India have made the offer in view of the place they
desire her to hold in the Empire, and we echo the wish, the desire, the expeot-
ation, that that place should be one of perfect equality with the rest of the
Empire, one of comradeship. It is but justice to expect that after the war
the whole firancial position, the question of fiscal independence, contributions
and relative status will be reviewed together; and it may be that the indem-
nity to which the Empire may be entitled will enable her to ease the financial
burdens of India. ,

“With great respect to the Finance Minister and with great humility
and deference, I beg to remark that underestimating the revenue has been a
fruitful cause of bardship to the taxpayer. The Royal Commission on Cur-
rency was compelled to remark, after weighty consideration, with reference to
Indian Budget framing-: ¢ Caution is -justifiable in framing Budgets in India,
but has been carried vather further than was necessary in recent years” The
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figures from 1893-99 to 1917-18 fully bear out my remark. The only years

_of exception were 1308-09, the year of & grealt monetary crisis, and 1¥14-18,
the year of the war. Justice to the taxpayer requires the adoption of a system
of mecting deficits by Juans in exceptional circumstances. There was & surplus
of 4 millions iu 1915-16. Taxation was imposed in 1018-17, and there was
underbudgeting, with the result that the finaancial position and taxable
capacity were made to present an exaggerated pioture, with the oconsequences
we have seen in the current year. ‘

*“ Orthodox doctrines with regard to gold currency, currency have
received a rude shock. The Royal Commission, over whicr r. Chamberlain o0
worthily presided, laid down (hat of the gold currency reserve minimum of 30
millions, there ought to be at least 15 millions beld in gold. We have now the
spectacle of that minimum excceding 30 miliions, with 24'748 invested in
London and 6 at short notice. We had 29-37 million pounds of actual gold in
India on 31st March 1913 in the paper currency resorve, and we have but 1222
millions now though the currency has enormously deveioped. Gold which India
is entitled to get i being ruthlesly interocpted. I do not eomplain of this being
done during the war. The-e are necessary measures and I have not the slightest
hesitation in saying that the Government of India acted in the interests of the
Empire Gold is however being ruthlessly iutercepied as a mattor of deliberate
Eolicy. but I sincerely hope that when peace is restored the whole matter will

e taken into consideration and revised ata very carly date. I hope the
Government of India will consider seriously, before further silver coining
is undertaken, as to how it will affect prices, and also consider whether it
would not take us further away from attaining a gold standard.

“ The course of the war has demonstrated fully the folly of complete
dependence on foreign shipping. We are grateful to the Navy for the
protection afforded, but the protection would have been still more inivaluable
if we had manufactured products to export on a larger scale, or ships of our
own to carry them to further foreign countries. As it is, raw products are
bought at our own door, and the exporting countries protect their articles of
export by their flags. It must also be remembered that most +f the trade of
India, and especially of Madras, bas been affccted by lack of nhippinf facilities
during recent times ; and I hope Your Ezcellency's Government will consider,
if possible, the possibility of increasing these facilities, although there is not
_much hope of that in the immediate future.

* In this connection the observation is generally made that we bave not
undertaken a sufficient burden with regard to the Navy. May I respectfully
point out that it is recognised that we have in the past maintained s larger
army than was necessary, and in view of the expenditure on the Navy in Eng-
land, we have teen bearing a portion of the ecst.

“ My Lord, I associate myself with those friends who have asked the
Government to consider whether expenditure cannot be retrenched, Especial-
Iv under the head of Civil Service charges, there has been a remarkable growth,
and there seems to be no indication of a check in the immediate future. '

* Then T associate myself with those Hon'ble friends who have applauded
the action of the Government of [ndia in respect of their omigration policy.
The people of India are extremely grateful to the Government and to XYour
Lordship for the steps that have geen taken, and I am sure they will endorse
everything that has been done.

- % Tn regard to the War Loan, people do recognise that, apart from the
interests of the Empire, in their own interests, the War Loan should be as
large as possible, so that the money may remain in the country ; and 1 hope that,
to show the gratitude of India and her earnest desire to help in the actual
prosecution of the war, as much money as can be raised will be raised in the
shape of these War Loans.

“ My Lord, I hope that ere long it will be the -proud privilege of Yonr
Excellency to accede to our humble reques! in respect of throwing open the
commissioned ranks o the Inlian Army to Indisns. The Hon'ble Captain
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Ajab Khan, who so worthily represents the Indian Arimy here, has voiced in ne
mistakable terms the desire of . the soldiers in the field. With one unanimous
voice the country has long been engaged in asking for that privilege, and
I hope it will be possible fo announce the decision at a vory early date.

“ Speaking for Madras, T hope the Hon’ble Sir Claude Hill will be able
to see his way to carry out the Kistna-Cauvery projects -as soon as peace

returns and financial conditions pe‘rmit.- We have been contributing to the

. Imperial revenues a considerable amount in the shape of irrigation revenue,
‘not to speak of the general revenue, and I hope that will be takeun into account
when the Madras case comes under consideration.

“ With the e words, My Lord, I will resume my seat.”

The Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendra Nath Basu :—“ My Lord, on an
occasion like this I find that we are placed in a somewhat disadvantageous
position, The question has been raised, My Lord, as to whether, having regard
to the facilities that we have “already got of bringing public questions to the
notice of Governnent, a free debate should be allowed on the Budget day, and
the Budget dobate should be considered as a Speech Day. Well, My Lord, I
cannot say i:at I do not altogether sympathise with that sentiment. I can well
realise, My Lord, that our speeches may sirike you like the moaning of the
seh, incessant and rolling. But I believe the moaning of the sea may
be of some use to our official friends with jaded and overstrained nerves.
However that mey b3, My Lord, though we have latitude on this occasion to
speak on questions like holidays or leave for saying our prayers to the
grievances of railway passengers, sometimes we may say things which ‘may
bear fruit The seed may be carried by the idle wind and it may be lost on the
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barren wastes of life Buf sometimes it lodges in a sympathetic soil and it .

sprouts. ‘So may it be, My Lord, that out of the many things that wesay
on this occasion something may be utilised. My Lord, ten good men and true

would have saved in arcient times a sinful city. I do not—far be it from me to
" say so~—~compare the Government of India to a sinful city ; but, My Lord, a few
words may save a Government from an inconvenient situation. Our friend,
the inexorable Vice-Yresident, was for choking us off altogether, sweeping us
off fhe board. Waell, inexorable though he is, he had wultimately to
yield to our joint entreaty to get along in our old way. But, My Lord, that
i$ not enough ; it is not enough that ov this occasion we should feel somehow
or other that we were having the latitude of a prize diy in school We
have also something else to think of. I, for one, bear in mind Your Lord-.
ship’s earnest appeal o avoid controversial subjects on this ocoasion; and
My Lord, I was racking my brain, like a poet of very high reputation who
was looking for a kero, for a theme--which would be devoid of controversy ;

and I lighted upon one. Unfortunately circumstances prevented me from

bringing it up on the occasion op which it should have been brought up, for
which I offer my sincere apologies to the Council. My theme was- the building
of the new city of Delhi. I do not honestly ihink that there can be any con-
troversy about iv. My Lord, I may complain and justly. complain, coming
as I do from the green and waving fields of Bengal ¢ why have you brought us
out of the land of Egypt into the wilderness? And I am quite sure that
my official friends must be casting longing, lingering looks behind. They
must be hankering after tho flesh-pots of Egypt. Well, My’Lord, T was
given an, opportunily of having from_one of those small watchtowers
that are being built, a view of the promised land. A friend of mine

associated with our architects was with pardonable pride dilating upon the .
beauties of Delhi to be. My Lord, I am a humble tax-payer, .not -

probably of the class to”whom the super-tax would apply, and therefore I
am nof much in sympathy with those mourning gentiemen who have uttered
their complaint against that tax, but nevertheless I felt like this: I felt

as if T was carrying on board a vessel bagsofgold, and suddenly on the -
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way I am seized by a comair who geis hoid of my hacs of golil and throws
them into the sea and says * Do not despair. for after all the rea han & hettom
and your gold bags will gradually rise to the surface. And though you
see only foundations of the Viceregal Palace and of the Bccretariat
buildings and of the Council Chamber in which your great-grandsons
will hold forth as you are bolding forth to-day, though you we them
just resting on the soil or below the moil, the day will come when the

will rise to their full proportions’ Well, My Lord, my mind was I'url
of despair. Whi' My Lord, scek the proximity of ruins that proclaim
the instability of human fortunes ? Is it the old feeling of having always
with you the memento mori 7 Are we onming to adopt the old Ilindu
practice that, lest we forget in the vanity of our daily life what is due from
us, we should every morning visit the crematorium that we may not forget?
And is it for that purpose that the great and mizhty Government of India are
building up or trying to build up tbeir future capital amidst ruine which
remind us of the past, »o that that may be a warning for the future? I do not
think, My Lord, that there can be that feeling. Itis not for me to ralse in
this debate and on this ocoasion the question of the policy which dictatel the
transfer of the vapital to Delhi.  But, My Lord, wisdom may oome, evenif it
does come late ; and the word of the King may not by sacrosanct, for the King
only qd)eaks through his Ministers, and he can always undo what he has done if
advised by his Ministers. Thereis this to be said, My Lord, that having
undertaken a venture, which is the better course to adopt ? That the Uelhi
of the future should go as other Delhis bave gone and proclaim the mutability
of human fortunes? Or that those foundations of the buildings to te shouid
be left in their entirety fo proclaim to future generations that after all there
was one Government which had the courage to see its mistake, and the
courage to undo it ? My Lord, which is better ? I will not dwell much
longer on this subject and ruffle the feelings of my friend opposite,
8ir Claude Hill, who probably wants to keep things giing as they are.
But, My Lord, seriously and earnestly, in this time of stress and strain and of
difficulty through which we are all passing in every part of $he Empire from
the shores of the Atlautic to the Pacific, is it desirable that we should incur
expenditure for a project which may never take shape and which, if it ever
does take shape, will never realise the expectations of those who entered into
it so lightly? As Isaid, I do not for a moment put forward the claim of my
native city, but I ask my friends opposite seiiously to consider if romething
may nof be done to stop this idle waste of money. My Lord, proceeding
to other subjects which are nor.controversial, for mr part 1 offer my
best congratulations to Sir Reginsld Craddock for the elevation which Your
Lordship hasbeen able to give him at the. closo of his career. 1 wos one
of those who were in Your Lordship’s Council when Bir Reginald Crad-
dock for the first time came into the innermost ring of the Indian Cabinet.
Hopes and fears always arise when we find a new man come to take a position
in that most important portfolio which has been in his keeping. We may have
had our differences, where are there men who do not bave honest differences of
opinion ? For the last five years, during an exceptional period of storm and
siress, he has managed the affairs of his Department with exceptional ability ;
and now, My Lord, that he is going to a sphere away from fields in which he
has worked, I hope he will not be completely weaned away from us by the
seductive charms of Burma, and that he will bear in mind the claims
of his early love. We all wish a brizht future and a higher career for
my friend in his new sphere of activities and duties. And, My Lord, I
do not think I shall be doing my duty if I do not express to Your Lordship and
to this Council the high appreciation which all Indians entertain of the great
services rendered to our country at this critical juncture by 8ir William
Meoyer. 1shall come to his Budget later on if Your Lordship will give me
time, but before I do so I feel bound to express to Your Lordship and to this
Council that his administration of our financial affairs has secured for bim the
unbounded admiration of all my countrymen ; for, My Lord, it isan open secret
that enormous pressure was put on the Government o squeeze as much as
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possible out of the finances of India; not that we would grudge the money but
there should naturally be & limit to it. 'We have always felt, down in the plains -
. where we work and pass our daily lives that Sir William Meyer was like a
solitary helmsman holding fast to a tiny boat, 6ossed by the angry waves,
and that he was trying to steer it into a rafe barbour. My Lord, be bas
succeeded. I am not one of those who would carp and cavil on this oceasion
at any sacrifice if it was rieeded, but, My Lord, I feel as strongly s you feel,
though I am of a different hue, that I form a componcnt part, a living part,
of the great Empire to which you and I jointly belong; I feel it lies as much
in me as in you that the honour, safety and prestige of that Empire should be
maintained ; I feel that no sacrifice on our ‘part if required necessary should be
srudgingly made on an occasion like this. Therefore, I do not conceal from
Your Lordship that I feelthat this conéribution of £100,000, thcugh probably
in ordinary circumstances it would be considered a heavy burden and a strain
upon the resources of India, I feel that if the cause demanded it, this contri-
bution whatever the 'sacrifice should be made. My Lord, the presence of Sir
Wilham Meyer and his consent to this contribution give us the assurance that
less should not have been given and more could not be expected. Passing
from the coniribution, My Lord, I am bound to felicitate my friend, the
Firance Member, on the ways and means he has found to meet the contribu-
tion. My friends to whom the super-tax would apply may feel for a time
the wrench that we all feel when money is taken away frocm our purses,
but may I remind them in the words of the Scripture that ¢ to whom much is
given of him muchis expected > and that they should not flinch because in this
hour of dire necessity they are called upon to pay out of the superfinities
of their means. But, My Lord, if the sacrifice has been accepted by the
~country, it is no use corcealing from Your Lordship and from our iriends, the
responsible Members of Lour Lordship’s Government, that for many years it
will mean a heavy handicap to Indian progress and to Indian aspirations, I
think it is fair to give warning that if in England people revise the methods
which Sir William Meyer has devised to meet this contribution in.-any sense
injurious to Indian interests, they will be making a great mistake and seeing
“that the greatest asset fo the l‘mpire is the willing and loyal acquiescence of
- India to bear her share in the great struggle now going on, I hope that that-
mistake will never be made. I am sure that as head of the Government, with
the Council you have as your responsible advisers, you will not allow that
- mistake to be made. -

“ But, My Lord, coming trom that position—"'

His Excellency the President :—¢I am afraid I must ask the
" Hon’ble Member to come to his peroration.” ‘ '

The Hon’ble Mr. Bhupendranath Basu:—“I am obliged to
Your Lordship for that reminder.” o L ‘ :
“ My Lord, there are many things which come to my mind at the present
moment. Youand I shall not meet again for six monthsto come, and we shall
- not bave an opportunity of talking face to face. But, My Lord, I would ask
“you to bear in mind the fact that, when the time comes as soon as the war is
‘over and & new adjustment has to be made in regard to our financial position
and in regard to our economic requirements, the great claims that the counfry
has upon Your Lordship’s consideration for education, for sanitation and othe
necessary purposes, should not be overlooked. -

“My Lord, before I conclude, I would point out that it has been said of old
that meri do not live by bread alone. We all realise and acknowledge that you
‘have given us internal peace and freedom from oxternal aggression. I stand
at Your Lordship’s bar. Give us, My Lord, what you are fighting to achieve in
European countries; give us self-respect in our own land ; give our young men

" elbow-room, give them some of that aspiration which Your Lordship yourself
must hiave felt when as alittle boy at Peterhoff, that one day you might be the
ruler of India. Give the dreaming youth of Bengal that aspiration, nay to the
youth of India—why Bengal alone,—that vision. Let them feel that one day



B .

345 r.u, '

"93 BUDGET, 1917-1%,

[ Mr. Bhupeadra Naih Basu; Mr. Abdur Rakim; [23np Manca, 1917.]
Mr. Srinicasa Sasiri. )

thcy can be like my [riend 8ir Charles Munro, the saviour of the situation at
the Dardanelles, who has helped to banish for ever from the *whispering gallerice
of he East,” the lingeritg echnes of the greatest reverse that the Nritish army
was ever threatencd with on the battle-fields of Asia. Lot them feel that
they may one day be rulers of great provincesand leaders of men, and then,
My Lord, you put aside for ever your Defence of India Act, and your
regulations, and you may rule over a contented and loyal countrv in peace
and proeperity. Then surely, My Lord, discontent will disappear as mists
hefore the rising day.”

The Hon'ble Mr. Abdur Rahim :— My Lord, I beg to associate
inyself with my Hon'ble Colleagues who have offeied their congratulations

to the Hon’ble the Finance Member for the consumma'e akill he has shown

in bhandlizg our financial resources even under the extraordinary conditions
resulting from this unparallelled war, He lina presented to this Council a
Budget which provides for almost all the internal nceds of our ecountry's
administrations, as well as for the annual charges resulting from the war contri-
bution which Your Excellency’s Government has made oa behalf of this country
in & manner which is undoubtedly satisfactory from every point of view. The
Mohammedans of Bengal, whom I have the honour to represent, fully approve
of the action taken by Your Excellency’s Government, and are always ready to
give their loyal support to the British cause.

“The British Government is very naturally occupied with the gigantic task
of crushing an aggressive Militarism which has involved the civilised world
inio a terrible war unknown in previous history., Realising that this is not the
time to enter into a discussion of any controversial nature, I content mysolf
with assuring Your Excellency of the whole-hearted support of my community
in bringing this war to a successful end.” -

The Hon’ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri.— “ My Lord, the Hon'ble

-Mv. Basd said he felt like a school boy on a prize-giving day. I wish as &

school master to return the compliment and to say that I feel rather like a
lawyer on a law dinner day when a practitioner may get up and quote over-
ruled decisions, ask all kinds of irrelevant questions acd perhaps also attribute
profound ignorunce to the learned brothers on the Bench. He has shown the
example on the Budget day of speaking as little as ible on the Budget.
The few remarks that he ma‘le connected with the Budget, I propose to make
at the beginning.

“ I associate myself, My Lorl, with the sentiments expresscd litherto as
to the war gift that India has made to the Dritish Emgire. It is no doubt a
great sacrifice for India ; it is burdensome ; and because it is a great racriflce
and burdensome, it is, if I may venture to uso that homely expression, a dear
gift that we make to the British Lmpire out of our hearts, and I hope and trust
that that will eventually prove to be the means of consolidating the interests
that bind England and India together.

“ T must congratulate, like my Hon'ble colleagues, the 1lon'ble 8ir Willian
Meyer on the manner in which he has adjusted the burdens that arise from
this war-gift, Those that are able to bear lave been made to bear the taxa-
tion, and those that are unable to bcar the burden have been so far spared.
But I would have thke Council to remember that nearly cwe:ly item of taxa-
tion imposed on account of this great gift has been attacked from one side
or another. The railway tax hus been attacked ; so has tle super-tax been ;
so unfortunately has been the increase in the import duties on cotton. Now, il
ns a consequence of these attacks the burdei has gotto be re-afljuaied..l
much fear that the threat contained in one of the paragraphs of Sir
William Meyer's speech will have to be carried out, Land and salt,
so far happily exempied, may have to comne under the hammer of
taxation, and if that took place, the fcature of the Budget on which we aro
now able to congratulate him will bave disappeared, and the burdecn of taxation
will be then resting on those that are least able to bear it, while those that
are most able will escape. I would remind the Council that there is a very
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strong school of thought in this country opposed to one of the statements made
in the Fipancial Statement that land is_comparatively lightly tsxed. . I am
one of those who believe that if is faxed almost up to the bearable limif. 1T
hereafter it is to be made, as I hope it will not be made, to bear additional
burdens, it must be, as the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer has pointed out, for
the purpose of such great and beneficent objeots as education, sanitation,
medical relief and so on.. Let me express the hope of this Council and of the
country in general that salt and Jand will be kept sacred hereafter from
additional taxation, sacred only to those objects of immediate local interest.

“One great feature of this Budget, My Lord, is the import duty ¢n cotton.
For the first time we are feeling that & gregt injustice ha.sp bee 4 nd
we are hoping that further steps in the same direction will be taken for the
gereral relief of the tax-payer. This is in the direction of the fiscal autonom
which has been the pole-star of commercial and economio aspiration in this

-country for two generations. We feel that we are subservient econmomically
to outsiders, that we cannot develop our resources o the full fo our own
advantage, and as on this occasion we rejoice that we have taken the first step,
so it would be a calamity indeed if this step had -to be retraced owing to the
pressure of Lancashire. - ' ‘

“The debate in the Hause.of Commons has fully disclosed the existence
of a danger against which we desire to forearm ourselves. Itis, My Lord, a
matter of particular gratification that the Secretary of State has seized the
essence of the point and put it in forcible language which we cannot improve
upon. This impost on cotton goods iz’a social necessity for India, it is a political
necessity for India, it is n industrial necessity for India. I am glad to acknow-
ledge that I have noticed the spirit of anger and indignation with which not
merely Indians but even Englishmen in this country have read ihe report of the
proceedings in the House of Commons, They fee! that, even when bare justice
15, under the inexorable necessity of war, done to India, there are a class of
people in England whose selfishness drives them to raise an untimely word ' of”
protest. As I said it has been bear justice—I take the leave of the Council io
go another step and affirm that itis now, after the immense war gift we have
made to England and the additional taxation that we are for that parpose)
bearing, that it is after this an obligation that England owes to us to set us
free to stand upon our own legs in the matter of fiscal development, For
after all 1 do not mind how much we pay outof the available and hoarded
wealth of the country, let our accumulations, let our disposable goods be all
taken, provided we have the power of creating wealth again, so that we can
use such resources as we have to the fullest advantage of this country. Fiscal
autonomy then has become not merely justice to be pleaded for, but a necessity
that Englan ; any more withhold. I wish "Your Excellency’s- Govern-
ment to make this matter clear asthe unanimous wish of this Council to the
representatives of our Government at Home. '

*“ The next point to which, My Lord, I wish to refér is a matter concerning
_-g@ggnﬁmgggo\mlgf 8 question that I raised a little while ago in this
Council. I was then pleading, after expressing gratification at the thirty lakhs
granted for the improvement of the pay and prospects of teachers, I was
contending that some more monev might be given for the purpose of extending
elementary education,. and I had then ventured to state what had not been
affirmed openly anywhere, that~Tiocal Governments were looking to the
Imperial Government for annual recurring grants for the purpose of financing

. all extension of elementary education. Only two days elapsed and over the wire |
ca.me_the news from Madras that the Director of Public Instruction of that
Province in the Legislative Council there stated the identical thing that I bad
stated, that for expansion the Imperial Government must be pressed, Local
Governm(?nts wore unequal to the task, Well that is a confirmation
of my view which I did not expect to come so quickly, but it is a
confirmation of which I hope the lesson will not be loston the Government
of Ind_la. Iti i, 1 venture to remind Your Excellency, one of the great
questions which should be grappled with immediately, it cannot be put off,
May I be permitted at this stage, Your Excellency, to make s personal

-
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observation personal to Your Excellency, but not entirely, because it ariace out
of your exalted position in this conutry. At the time that Your Exocellency
assumed office, we did not hear, I do not remember at all eveuts and I do not
thiuk any one here remembers hearing, of an anununocement mentioning any
labours of a heroic character to which Your Lordship was going to addnms
yourself, whether it reached the herculean number of 12 or another it did not
matter. We remember a historio occasion on which 12 labours were under
taken by one of your predecessors,. Well, God gives proof that even in exalted
spheres the virtues of humility and of reserve will not go unrewarded. Within
twelve months of Your Exceliency’s assumption of office, it has been possible fur
Your Lordship to confer on this country threo groat blessings. The first [ would
mention is the suspension of ig@renm:;{_m?uiiﬂﬁ?ﬁg the period of the war,
whish I hope will be converted into complete abolition of that iniquitous iustita~
tion, The next I would mention is the organisation of the Dofence of India force,
Laa:{f. I will mention—well, I forget the third achievement for the momeat, but
I will pass on—I do not know how maay still remain to be achieved by Your
Excellency, but there are two which I must take the leave of the Oouncil to
mention as those which I would like to see Your Excellenocy's regime be
marked by. One is the enactment, on however humble a soale, of the prin-
ciple of compulsion in the sphere of elomentary education. The olher is the
inauguration of a scheme of political reforms befora Yout Exocellency lays down
office. On the centrary I'expect that, long before that time comes perhaps, we
shall be enjoying the fruits of the new scheme which I am sure is being framed
between the Government of India and the Government in Eogland. It hasbeen
pointed out, My Lord, several times that at this time of war we ought not to
embarrass the Government with any suggestions of ours. I do not know that
this thought of what should be done in India to satisfy the growing ambitions
of the cvuntry is not preseni night and day to those who have charge of
responsible interests either here or in England, We know ss a matter of faot
the thought is forever present in your minds, in the minds of those with whom
you are in daily association in the work of Government in India. If we at
this time throw in our counsel so that you may take that into consideration

1so in settling matters, it is rather bard for us to be acoused of seeking to

mbarrass the Government with our ideas at this time. It is too little realised,
I fear in official circles, or if realised it is conveniant.l{ forgotten hLow intense
jare the feelings of young India in the matter of realising the great hopes that
have been held out from time to time, It is somewhat strange that decades
ago when public life was rather low in this country and public demands had
not risen to any high pitch, it was lelt to English administrators and statesmen
tolay down in clear and generous terms the policy of contiuuous improvement
which was to end in the final emancipation in & political and economic sense of
the people of this country. -

“Now that during the last few years public opinion has become articulate
and people are asking for one thing and another, it is astonishing to think, it is
saddening to think, that ofticials should seem to stand aghast and scared at the
coming prospect. What is it that is happening in this country, they seem to
say to themselves? My Lord, no one of us, af least no one of us who bas
thought of the affairs of India in a serious way, desires any catastrophioc
changes. Far, far be that from our minds. But let me frankly tell Your
Excellency and Your Excellency’s Government that (we do look forward to
large, substantial and satisfying items of reform consistently with their being
stable and lasting. The only things that we hear amid the official reserve an
the official silence in regard to these matters are the views of retired pro-consuls
like Lord Sydenham, whose distrust of educated lndians, I veuture to state
from. this place, is fast becoming a menace to tne peace and welfare of this
country. ) My Lord, it was only a few days ago that the Premier of Eugland,
referrng to the catastrophic change that has come over Russia, spoke of it in
“terms to wbich I would venture to draw the attention of the Councilk He
referred .to it with his characteristic insight as ‘ events marking a world epoch
and as the first great triumph of the principles for which we entired the war,’
é.¢., the dethronement of autocracy and the establishment on a sure footing, let
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us hope, of pOpuIa.f freedom. We ask for the identical thing in this country.
Shall it be said that India was the last country in the world to obtain this
great triumph of the principles for which England and Indis alike are making
terrible sacrifices ? Let it not be. Let it not be said that any school of English
politicians stood deliberately in theway of according to India that popular

freedom which they hail in the case of Russia, even when. it is inaugurated in
that catastrophic manner of which we have heard. - We want peaceful progress; -
we want constitutional and ordered progress; we want, however, at the same '

time that it should be declared clearly to Indians that they shall one day be lree.
Tt is necessary in my opinion also to state how soon. Shall it be said twenty or
thirty years hence that, at a time when the world was passing through a terrible
crisis and the nations stood facing €ach other, some,in friendly co-operation, some
in the bitterest hostility, the Indians asked for freedom, but that they were told
to ¢ wait, wait, wait.’

“ Your Exvellency, it is now time that we were told definitely what it is
that we are to expect. I make no doubt whatever that Your Excellency is
already contemplating the announcement to India at a seasonable time no doubs
of the goal towards which India politically will evolve under the fostering care
of the British Government. It strikes me that the hour has long come when
that should be made perfectly clear. While there are many authorities, high
and low, in the country ready to deprecate and discourage, ready fo intern and
exclude, there is none— sad thought—high or low, to speak a word of hope, to
hold out to tke coming generations the promise of freedom for which England
hag always stood, for which she is striving to-day, and for which both England
and India together are striving with one mind and one heart.

“ Your Excellency, with these words I wish to resume my seat, expressing
once more the hope that to Your Excellency will be reserved the proud distine-

tion of having been able to initiate a large and substantial, though certainly
not & catastrophic, scheme of reform.” P .

The Hon’ble Mr. D. E. Wachay, -~ My Lord, though we are
permitted on this occasion within the time-limit to speak on all subjects, in fact
to roam wide from China to Peru, or from the Arctic to the Antarctic, I for oce
will not venture on or risk taking such a journey, even were [ to be borne on
the wings of the wind., The Subject is so large that, if I were o dwell as several
of my friends who have preceded me have done, on a variety of subj:ets—on
political reform, on self-government, on economics, on currency, on railways
and many other etoeteras—I think, My Lord, that the time-limit of 20
minutes would have to be extended to 300 mionutes. But where is
the time P 'We are to finish to-day at 5 o'clock and here it is 10 minutes
past 4. Therefore, My Lord, it is really futile on this occasion to avail
ourselves of this opportunity to speak on .any subject except finance,
which is really the subject proper before the Council to-day. I will, My
Lord, make one preliminary observation before I proceed to speak on the
subject, and it is this. Several of my friends, and particularly my friend, the
Hon’ble Mr. Sastri, have appealed to Your Lordship that the problem of self-
government mizht be considered, and that at some very recent date you might
make an announcement on the subject. When that is the question and when
that is the appeal made to Your Lordship, I in my turn would like to make
. another appeal, not only to my friend, the Hon'ble Mr. Sastri, but to all

assembled here, including officials. . My appeal is this .Are we or are we

48 P,

not a self-governing body here P* What is this Council, this Imperial Couneil, -

this Council of India, but a self-governing body? And if it is a self-governing
body, are we not prepared to have what you call reforms at our own door ? Re-
forms for the country are different, but reforms are necessary at our very door, in
this very Council. 'What are those reforms ? We all know, My Lord, that for the
governance of our own little self-governing body, a kind of émperium in imperio,
we have rules and regulations which I confess I have found, ever since I joined
the Council, to be such as to handicap a free and healthy discussion of any kind
of subject. That is the thing. Are we or are we not going to reform our rules
80 that we may have that healthier discussion which everybody yearns for buy
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which nobody can get because of the limited time in which we are ubliged to
speak on a subject. Therefore, My Lord, 1 appeal to my friends and ask
them whether they ought not now to take time E the forelock and sce what
rules and regulations might be amended. Tﬂe foremost coneideration or
reform is. this, that the time has come when we should really disoontinue
the form of speeches that are made I refer to those manuscript speechce
which are read to irksome lengths, and which take up the valuable time of
the Council. That being so, I will say this, that looking backward to the
time when this Council was young, say some twenty years ago, in the early
days when the Council was expanded, what happened P There was a very
keen critic of the Council and on-looker in the person of Ar. Arnold
White. Having visited the Council nn a particular day, he gave his im.
pressions to the world at large. \What did he say of the Council ga This, that
the Council wasone of impressive silence—'impressive silence’ in this sense:
just as there was impressive silence among those grave Senators who eat in
their senate hall on the Capitoline Hill when the gods thundered in Imperial
Rome. That was the silence that the early Councils had. Others have said
differently; but between that time and now much water has gone under
the bridge. The pendulum has now swung from one extreme to the other.
From impressive silence we have come to depressing manuscript eloquence, and
I for one wish tosee, My Lord, that this depressing manuscript eloquenoe
might be discontinued for ever, buried in the limbo of oblivion. t us
turn over a new page, and go forward if our Council is really to be a useful
Council for the purposes of healthy debate and discussion, What happens
now, My Lord ? S8upposing there were another Arnold White looking on at this
Council at this very hour, like a ¢ chiel among us taking notes,’ what would he
say? He would say—* I see before me a Council of grown-up schoolboys
who, at the beck and call of theirgreat Guru and authority there, rise in their
places and read the products of the midnight oil. consumed for the pu

of preparing™those foclscap sheets of paper.’ We are grown-up schoolboys
simply trying to read speeches prepared beforehand*without rhyme or reasoun.
I may perhaps offend some of my friends, but I feel very keenly on the
subject, and I frankly confess that the time has come when we should reform
our own Council. Begia at the beginning . PBegin your self-government in

this vez Council and when you have reformed your Council here, you can
reform the country at large.

“Having said so much, My Lord, on this matter, I now turn to that part
of the Financial Statement in regard to which the Hon’ble Members, those
stalwart Members sitting opposite me, one after the other gave us the other
day their explanatory accounts covering a variety of subjects embraced in
the Financial Statement. My old and valued friend, the Hon'ble Sir Claude
Hill, who is at the head of Agriculture and other departmects, gave us
a very encouraging and very promising account of what his Department was
doing for agriculture. Now, My Lord, more than self-governmeant, I cousider
that the question of the improvement of agricultureis the question of questions,
because upon agriculture everything depends, and unless we go on improve
ing our agricultural industry, nothing will be done. The economic cone
ditions to which many of my friends have referred will continue to be the same,
1 was glad to hear the other day from the Hon'ble BSir Claude Hill that he
is going to improve things in many respects; improve our forests in order to
get more timber which may be commercially exploited; have more agricultural
departments, and so on. All these are concomitant and contributory means
‘towards the improvement of agriculture generally which will eventually
‘improve the desperate condition of the Indian peasant. The question of
agriculture is the most important of all. I consider, My Lord, that where one
grain of corn, or one ear of wheat grows to-day, or where there is one leaf of
tobacco or cotton, there should grow to-morrow two grains, two blades, two
lJeaves. Then, My Lord, the condition of the country will be changed. Then
only, My Lord, will prosperity come. Then, My Lord, we shall be able to bear
even greater econcmic burdens than we are at present undergoing.

“ My friend, the Hon’ble Bir Claude Hill, referred to what the Govern-
ment|has been lately doing with reference to the stimulation of long staple
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cotton. This isa very welcome announcement though not a new announcement.
For, My Lord, looking back on the history of cotton during the last 75 years
you will find that the Government has been spasmodically trying to do its duty
in that respect, namely, fo grow long staple cotton which will go a great way to
enable mill-owners and manufacturers to weave finer classes of goods which may
competo successfully in healthy competition with Lancashire. But all those
spasmodic efforts hitherto have failed. I consider, My Lord, that the time has
now come when the Hon’ble Sir Claude Hill should earnestly take up this ques-
tion of the cultivation of long staple cotton in the country. I am sure, My Lord,
he will earn the gratitude not only of mill-owners but of the country generally.

“Then as to other questions of agriculture, it should be remembered that
our agricultural products are the wealth of the country; they are the funda-
mental wealth of the couniry. After of course keeping to ourselves all the
articles and agricultural products which we may want for our domestic cons
sumption, all the surplus exports that go out of the country are a source of the
greatest wealth, and the greater the surplus exports of this kind the greater will
be the wealth of the country, the greater wealth being not only of the State
‘but of the people. Afterall, My Lord, it is finance that governs the country,
As John Bright once said ‘Tell me what are the finances of a country and I will
tell you the condition of its people, the condition of its State.’ A good Govern-
ment must have good finance, and if you are to go on progressing you must
have good finance, increasing finance. Then, My Lord, the agrieultural
industry is the first industry to which we must give our attention, and I am -
glad, My Lord, that my friend the Hon’ble Sir Claude Hill referred to it.

“Turping now to another subject, my old Madras friend, who has been
& worker with me in the Indian National Congress, ‘and who is now in charge
of the Education Department, told us that the prospects of teachers have
been improved. He also spoke on the question of sanitation. On the
question of sanitation, there seems to be a bifurcation. A part of sanitation
is under. my friend the Hon’ble Sir Sankaran Nair, and another part, which
is "called Medical, is under the charge of Surgeon-General Sir Pardey Lukis.
I was very glad to hear from the Hon'ble Bir Pardey Lukis the other day that
he has as a trial instituted some establishments at Lucknow where granaries
are improved with the purpose of giving better sanitation and destroying the
rats, which with the fleas carry plague, which is such a great pest to'the
whole of India and which has already swept away something like twenty millions
in the last twenty years. As to sanitation, I would appeal to my Hon’ble friend -
8ir Sankaran Nair for one thing. Sanitation in India is in a very rudimentary
stage. -~ We have only been giving attention to it for the last fifteen or twenty
vears, and it, is still very rudimentary. Village, like town sanitation, is not very
satisfactory. Therefore, My Lord, whatever is done in the future, I really hepe
that whenever the finances permit and .whenever the Finance Minister does not
sit on the Education and Sanitation Department, but liberally provides the money
that the Education Minister wants,—1I really hope that greater progress will be
" made in sanitation. For this reason—apart from education—the greater
the sanitation, the greater will be the vitality. Your standard of vitality will be
incressed. Look at the enormous death-rate which we have had here for years
together. I know as a matter of fact that for some yeurs past the death-rate has
. been reduced, but still it is very high, something like 80 to 32 per thousand. Our
* birth-rate is on the whole very fair; but if we give an increased standard of
vitality by a variety of sanitary and other measures, particularly for the work-..
ing-classes who live in insanitary areas and have within. their small wages to
'do many things which they are unable to do, then there would be some
progress. Vital statistios are also important to the State. The larger the
number of people living, the larger the number of people who are employed
in industries, the larger the wages they can earn, the greater the well-being
of the whole country. ) S
“Then, coming to my friend, Sir George Barnes, who also said some-
thing about post-offices and trade, he said that the trade was very satisfactory.
I also endorse his opinion that the trade in India has been satisfactory. But"
why ? Look at the two-and-a-half years of this terrible war; look at
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the immense sacrifices England is making to keep the tiade routes safe nntwith-
standing all the terrible submarining that has beea gning on everywhere.
Why ? Because there at the very door of the enemy, the gallant British navy, the
invincible British navy I should call it, is kecping watch and ward eufeguard-
ing all the trade routes like the Warden of the Marches. That is the reason why
our trade has flourished, and that is the reason why India bas been very littie
disturbed as far as trade is concerned. No doubt our imports have dccreased,
but our exports have increased, and that is another point to which I would draw
the attention of Members, because it will be seen that during the last two-and-
a-half years the balance of trade is in our favour to a very larre extent. We are
complaining of the burden put upon us; we forget the other side, and I think thoee
who are intellectually honest and politically honest should not forget that part
of it, that the balance of exports is in our favour and that balanoe is a cause of
wealth to the country. It is from that wealth that we are going partly to offer the
hundred millions. r'{his is considered a burden and a sacrifice. A burden sad
sacrifice it is for every patriotic country of course when it haa to defend itself.
Are we not to undergo any sacrifices at all? Of course we are told that Indiais
poor. But what does the poor man do when his wife or children fall sick? le
may not have a pie in his pocket, yet what does he do? He goes aud borrows.
What are we doing? We are borrowing, but we understand the depth of the
sacrifice we are making for the future protection of the world and for the
future protection of British India, and for that purpose I consider that an
sacrifices will not be too great, and Ithink those are mistaken who talk of this
sacrifice as a burden which poor India cannot bear. Poor India has been doing
her duty manfully, generously, courageously and liberally. If we can do
what all the rest ofy the Colonies and other people are doing, and if we can save
an integral part of the British Empire, then any sacrifice that we may have
to make even in the future—and I think we shall have to if the war goes
on—should be cheerfully borne by us, and there should be no more eriticism
on the subject.

* Auother little point to which 8ir George Ba:nes referred to was in oun-
neclion with the postal service. That service has been doing very weil, I
have been a student of all sorts of statistics, postal and telegraphic, and I may
say that if any service ip the whole of India has given rupee for rupee to the
tax-payer it 18 the post office. 1 have always bad the greatest admiration
for the post office; I have even greater admiration for tie post office now
that it is increasing its utility, and I say, therefore, that the post office servios
is really one of the most u-eful services where we get rupee for rupes [
cannot say that about the class that one would call tax-eaters, Whea I
come to the fax-eaters, I must say that the spending departments are
spending {oo much even in this time when we want economy. and I would
particularly refer- to my friend, Sir Reginald Craddock, ﬁere who is in
charge of the Home Department, I must say that the Civil Service charges
are increasing day by day; they are increasing at even greater ratio than
the growth of revenue, The principle of taxation, the revenue which we
in the first instance take from our land-revenue, and the taxation that has

been put on the railways—I will speak on the railways a little later on—
.- ) . ) .

His Excellencg the President :—* I am afraid not, Mr. Wacha;
not to-day. I am afraid your time is up aiready.”

The Hon'ble Mr. D. E. Wacha :—*“I adwit, My Lord, that my
mind is full of all these things, and therefore I cannot speak more ; bat as I said
1 will once more congratulate my friend, 8ir William Meyer, on the very
able aay in which he has of course aisgharged his duties as Finance Minister.
No PFinance Minister, I will say, for thlesﬁast siXty years since the Budget system
was intro. uced, has had to deal vith such a difficult question at such ditlicult
times as Sir William Meyer ; and it is to his credit that he has so courageougly

- and successfully performed his duties. With these words I sit down,”
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The Hon’'ble Sardar Bahadur Sundar Singh Majithia :—
“My Lord, allow me to offer to the Hon’ble the Finance Member my sincerest
congratulations for the successful handling of the resources of the country in the
present ciroumstances of the great war in which His Imperial Majesty’s Govern-
ment is engaged to safeguard the interests of, and to uphold the exwstence of, the
‘weaker nations from being absorbed or crushed out of existence by the stronger.
It is a matter of sincere congratulation that Sir William Meyer has been very
considerate so far as new taxes are concerned. He has tapped the resources
which are better able to bear the extra hurden. It was extremely wise on the
part of the Hon’ble Member to leave alone the land-revenue question.
The taxation on land is already fairly high, and to make it heavier would have
been injudicious. To explain more clearly, I would invite attention to the fact
that the policy of land-revenue is based on taking wup to half the nett profits
of land. If alandowner has an income of, say, Rs. 1,000 a year, he is
expected to pay into the State coffers Ra, 400 to Rs. 500 of the amount, while
in the case of a person having an income from sources other than land of
Rs. 999, he has not to pay a pie, and in case of his earning Rs. 1,000
he has to pay comparatively a very insignificant figure of Rs. 20 as
income-tax, Some peoplesay that a person- liable to- income-tax has to earn
his money by the sweat of his brow. It may be true in his case, but in
the case of a zemindar, tiller of the soil, My Lord, it is literally true. The
prices of the produce of land have no doubt gone up.considerably, but along
with this it must be conceded that the cost of labour has more than trebled.
The village kamins who uged to help in the cultivation of land find it more
paying to go to foreign countries, and even in India they can command
higher and more paying wages than they could hope to get from their service -
in the fields. On the other hand, in many a home plague has wrought its -
ravages. It is, therefore, becoming extremely difficult for the zemindar to
bring his harvest home. The holdings in the Punjab are not big encugh to.
encourage a landholder to ‘'employ modern machinery to solve his difficulty.
Its use, in a way, is prohibitive to the zemindar owing to its cost. Besides
the above, My Lord, you have to consider that in case of a calamity befalliag a
zemindar by the death of his agricultural cattle the poor man has, unless he is
fortunate enough to obtain Government help in the shape of taccavi, to go to
the village bunia, anl oncein his clutches it is hard for him to get out. I do not
mean to be hard on the village banker He isin.his way a useful member
of the village community ; but facts are facts, and they could not be denied.
Government had to come to the rescue of the agriculturist and placed on the
Statute-book of India the Land Alienation Act, and thus saved him from losing
his paternal holdings. T, therefore, consider it very generous of the Hon’ble
‘the Finance Member that he has not touched the ineidence of the land tax,
and may I venture to hope that Government ‘would be generous enough not
to add to the burdens of the tillers of the soil. The generous treatment of
the most favoured Province in India—I refer, My Lord, to Bengal—enables
it to head the list of the mew war loan. It may be that Calcutta is a big
commeroial centre, but I trust I may not be very wrong if I attribute this
success to the big zemindars of Bengal being well-to-do to be thus able to
lay out their money in this profitable investment, which, according to a Punjabi
proverb of ¢ Pun Nale Phaban’ both helps the Empire in ite time of need
and gives the monied man a cbance of investing his savings to advantage..
While on this topic it brings me to the needs of the agricultural community. .
Indis, My Lord, is pre-eminently an agricultural country, and nearly one-"
fourth of the revenues of the Government of India are derived from the land ;
but the methods of tilling the land are yet in their primitive stage. People -
have not yet taken to improved methods of agriculture, and Government also has
become alive to the necessity of doing something in the matter only of late
years, The foremost duty that a civilized Government has to discharge is to use
the resources of a country, pre-eminently an agricultural one, to protect it from
the inclemencies of the weather, and it is a matter of ¢ongratulation that irriga=
tion works have had their proper share from the resources of the country. The
Punjab is proud of ifs canal system—one of the finest in the world—and the
Hon'’ble Mr. Rose, who has given ue his best in this line, I am sure, must be
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g'ad that his labours in the Punjab are bearing such rich harvests But, My 1.0rd,
the agricultural education of the masees has not yet received its full share of the
Government attention, and a8 good deal has yet to be doune, and with the
sympathies of the head of the Department of Revenue and Agriculture,
I have every hope that the needs of the zemindars will receive their due care
and consideration. In every village we must have & mndel farm, and the young
agriculturists must be practically taught to improve their old methods by
giving up obsolete implements of agriculture and adopting more improved ones,
now more easily obtainable in the country. Cotton, oil seedsand sugsrcane
have great fields before them. In the case of the latter, Government should
put the gemindar in a position to competo with the bounty-fed sugar of
the foreign countries largely imported into India It is a pity that Indis
should not be able to supply its own wants in this direction, and I am afraid,
My Lord, this will not be possible with the primitive &uAls which the
villager still plies leisurely, Large tracts of land should be given in suitable
parts of the country and cane crushing and sugar manufacturing factories be
established and heiiped to make the indusiry pay. I am glad 5mt Govern-
ment raised the duty on imported sugar and thus gave a surt of help
to the local manufacture. In our primitive methods of sugar manufao-
ture there is a good deal of waste, and improved machinery alone
can save this. Another necessary factor to make the industry

is to utilize the bye-products. 8o, unles« the agriculturists are able to see
and realize the advantages of improved methods, much eannot be done. I
have every hope that the matter will receive the kind consideration of Your
Excellency’s Government.

“ This brings me, My Lord, to the general education of the marses, I am
an advocate of this. I claim to have spent some years of my life in the service
of the community to which I have the gonour to belong; the general massee
are ignorant. They ought at least to know the three R's. The question
of elementary education is engaging the attention of Government, and I am
glad to find that Government is providing thirty lakhs for the improvement
of the pay and training of teackers, But there is no doubt the quostion is
bristling with difficulties. 'We 8ikhs have started late in the field. Your
Excellency will shortly be paying a visit to the home of the 8ikhs, and I am sure
Your Lordship will be glad to see that under the sympathetic care of the
head of our Province, we are making a headway in this direction, and I
have every hope that the education of the marses will receive Your Excellency’s
most gracious attention. We can only educate the masses through the
medium of the mother tongue of the people. I am afraid, My Lord, in my
Province the question of the medium of ibstruction has not received the
attention that it deserved. It is not due to the fact that the Government
was not alive to the question, but unfortunately the instruction so far
imparted has been through a language which bhas had to be learnt by the
youngsters first. When the question is considered from a broader standpoint, I
am sure the Punjabis will give up their petty jealousies and prejudices on this
vital question and give Punjabi—the mother tongue of the Punjab —its rightful
place in the schools as a medium of instruction. Then and then alone real
progress would be made. On the other hand, the question of making
clementary education free and compulsory is beset with difficulties, There
need pot be much difficulty to make it free ; it is & matter of the loss of a small
revenue, but when we lave to consider compulsion, the question is there,
Punjabis in the villages are yet not in a frame of mind fo take it quietly
though the question has the support of every well-wisher of the country, but
we in the Yunjab must take cautious steps in this direction. Big towns must
be the first to try the experiment, and profiting by experience gained the
system of compulsion may be extended by degrees.

“ My Lord, the great war has brought in sharp prominence the need of
having an efficient army. Some time back the cry was in India for reduction
of the Army expenditure and to give more for Education and Sanitatioo.
These are admirable things in themselves and very necessary, too, but, My Lord,
the necersity, and the foremost necessity, of a country is that the huﬂL and
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homes of the people be protected. To do so we require men who are willing to
fight for their King and country. I would, therefore, say with all the empha-
gis that I can command that we must put this question in the forefront of the
needs of the Empire. So far the pay and prospects in the Army were very small.
In fact it was notorious that a common labourer was earning more than a
soldier. It is no wonder then thatit was becoming difficult to get reeruits for
the Army, and that we were able to get them was mostly for the love of the
sport, as they say, and an inherent idea of respect that service in the Army
carried. But, My Lord, we cannot shut our eyes to the financial aspect of the
question. We must make it worth the while of the men who axe, so to speak,
ready to shed their life-blood in the service of the Empire. In India, the
bigher ranks in the Army are not yet open to the children of the soil. There
are no training institutions where officers could be trained. When so
much is being asked for the education-of the masses, is it not right to
demand that India should be self-contained in this respect ? I mean, My
Lord, the necessity of the establishment of military colleges in the eoun-
try. We ‘must have military oolleges, and the sons of the gentry and
aristocracy should be trained to take their proper place in the service of the_
Empire and the defence of their country, which is proud to be a jewel of
the first water in the diadem of His Imperial Majesty, the King-Emperor.
I do not in any way decry the excellent leadership of the military officers.
They have led us in many a field of battle bravely and victoriously, but
it is the duty of the Government fo train us-fo reach the higher rungs
of the ladder. Our native officers have done splendid services. They, too,
must bave a chance of proving their merits in the higher fields of service ;
they must, however, have the necessary training. 1In this connection,
I would bring to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief
that we, who belong to the gentry of the country, look with great disappoint-
ment to the, so to speak, closing of the door to direct  commissions in the
army. You cannof, My Lord, expect the young men of gopd families
to start as common sbldiers. It may be an excellent idea to make a man
start as a cgqmmon soldier, but it has no attraction for those who have socially
» higher place in life. So, My Lord, the greater the need for the starting
of some sort of military ocollege for the regular training of youths of good
families to fit them for direct King-Emperor's commissions in the army,
I therefore hope that the matter would receive the consideration it
deserves. It is most gratifying that Government have redognized the
necessity and have given rations and kit free to the men in the army
and have also raised the pensions. It was the just due of the men in the
army. Whileon this subject I may be permitted to mention the New Defence
of India Foroe Act. Government have made it compulsory for Europeans and
voluntary for Indians, A step forward has been taken, but I wish Government
had gone a step further and allowed Indians to volunteer for local service.
No doubt His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief explained that he wanted
mer foractual defence of the Empire, and perhaps there were some difficulties in
the way of being able to train and equip a very large number of men, but, My
Lord, while I quite admit the force of this argument, it would have afforded us
greater chances to serve the Empire, and, for aught I know, may have proved
a less costly field of service for our young men, who may thus have been able to
prosecute their ordinary college or school studies and have had an opportunity
of getting the military discipline training necessary to fit them for the service
of the Empire. In this respect the services of the retired Indian officers,
recruiting officers and reservists may have been carefully. employed and after
the necessary training the military authorities may have been better able to pick
up duly trained and qualified men for service in the regular army. My Lord,
the call must be made in an Imperial spirit, and I amwanguine that India would
respond to the call to duty, I can safely say of my Province that it has not
lagged behind in the service of the Empire, and will not be found wanting
in this respect. Start a home Militia for India, My Lord, and you will be
equipping the man-power of India to be able {o defend the Empire and incident-
ally their hearths and homes, ' |
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-While dealing with the agricultural needs of the countr{, I made a mention
about the sugar industry, and I trust I may be pardoned for saying & few words
about other industries. Before this gigantic war the markets of the country were
run over with cheap German products; even toys for children were imported
from that country. Now Japan is in the field and is sweeping the markets
with cheap The railway train servioes in India had to be cut down
because rolling-stock could not be im . The stoppage of goods trains
has dislocated trade seriously. Why P use parts neocsaary to replace the
wear and tear of the rolling-stock oould not be bad in India. You can thuwe
see, My Lord, the helplessness of the country. We have no industries. Cheap
motor cars are imported from America, and there has not come into existence
& concern which could be a pioneer in this direction. Take another case—the
industrial and agricultural machinery must be imported, and in this war it
has become an impossibility. Fortunately the Tata Iron Works are coming
in #0 bandy and they have supplied a good deal of the wants of Government,
Similarly, if we had other industries, they could have not only belped to
retaic the wealth of the country from enriching the coffers of the Germans,
but India would have been. able to give much more than it has done eo far
in the present gigantic war. Indis should not and does not grudge free
trade with the United Kingdom and the Colonies, which form part of the
Empire, but I  think she should be protected from the overflooding of her
markets with cheap stuffs of foreign countries. Perhaps I am venturing
upon a wider field, and I would at once admit that it is beyond my power to
adequately deal with it ; but I dofeel that-Government should protect, nourish
and encourage the local industries to & greater oxtent, and make them able
to take their proper place in the products of the Empire, if not of the World.

“I am glad that from this year the sanitation of the oountﬂ claims &
separate head of account in the Budget. In the villages, M rd, & good
deal bas yet to be done. I must admit, on the otber’hand, that in this respect
a great dea) dopends on the people themselves. Indians have naturally clean
habits, but they have not got cleaner habitations. The school text-books should
have lessons on the subject, aud when once the young students dmlibe these
habits they would become second nature. Wo cannot force the pace in this
respect, but there is & hopeful change, and people are taking more kindly to
the matter, and though no doubt the egication in this line should commence
from the homes, if text-books in schools contained lessons on hygiene
and the advantages of living in cleaner dwellings the young men would acquire
s necessary habit which will stand them in good stead in their after lives.
A good Ieal of public money flows to big towns for sanitary improvements
and cleaner surroundings and streets, but I would strongly urge®that villagos,
the inhabitants of which no doubt subscribe® to the cesses, should have a
greater claim on the bounty of the sarkar. The insanitary surroundings of the
vil]aies are affecting the physique of the coming generations. The pastures
which were the necessary features of the villages of old have been brought
under the plough. This has been unfortunate, as thereby these natural play-
grounds of the juvenile inhabitants of the villages have disappeared. 1In older
times youngsters of two adjoining villages used to play cheap village games
after meals till 11 or 12 in the night, and these used to keep them bealthy. These
pastures further afforded the milk-giving cattle of the village necessary grazing
grounds and milk and ghee were plentiful. With the rise in the prices of these
commodities and the transformation of pastures into green fields, the keepin
of milk cattle has become a matter of costly luxury, and what with the adul-
terated stuff  that we get in the bazara there is no wonder that the physique
has deteriorated. I hope I will be borne out in this by the military authori-
ties as the present-day reoruits do not bear comparison with old ones in this
respect. I therefore hops, My Lord, that for the sake of the general health of
the village folk and the physique of the country, some steps may be taken to

‘give the villages pasturages and incidentally the necessary play-groundsto the
young men.

“ Forests are the natural wealth of a country. These, too, would bave dis-
appeared but for the timely efforts of Government. They are being conserved
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to’ advantage, and are helpful in reta.ining'the moisture of the soil -in
it and attract more rain—a dire necessity of an agricultural country. Greater
attention is being paid to the forest products and the policy that the country
is not denuded of forests must have fullest support, In the. Punjab the
resin industry at Jallo is a paying concern to the Government, and there are
vast fields for improvement in these directions. The scarcity of paper,
which has foreed Government also to use cheaper stuff for their publications,
regquires the ingennity of the forest chemists and the forest officer to produce.
material for providing necessary paper pulp to meet the pressing demands of
the country. . ‘

“ Before concluding my remarks, I cannot help alluding to the topicof the -
war, which engages the attention of everyone. Itis the duty of the Empire to
do its utmost to bring this gigantio struggle to a successful issue. The services
of India in this war were most ably enumerated by the Hon’ble the Finance
Member; and it was only befitting that our resources should further be at the
disposal of His Majesty’s Government for the suceessful prosecution of thg war.
I was extremely sorry to read of a Resolution of my Hon’ble friend, Pandit M.
M. Malaviya. I was myself unable to be present that day. I was, however,
gratified to learn that he withdrew it after delivering a speech. I wish he had
spared us the speech and the Resolution. I for one cannot have any sympathy
with it. We must be true to our professions, and no saorifice in the present
struggle should be grudged. I may remind my Hon'ble friend of the peace that
reigns in the country., I am sure he would nof wish that it may be disturbed.
While on this point, I am reminded of an old historical four-line piece of
Punjabi poetry descriptive of a time when India wsed fo be overrun with
invasions. The lines are to this effect, and I trust I will be pardoned in-
reproducing it. It runs :— ) '

¢ Aya padir kal kare

Paiye kapabin phul kare
Ranan char paharin gayain
Mardan male chal kure.’

Tt eloquently describes the invasion of Nadir. A young woman addresses
another saying :—- ' .

, * Nadir has come, my sister, ‘at the time of the flowering of the cotton
plant. A

. *We women have been sent away to the hills and men have taken our
places at the chulha t0 cook their food.” .

. “My Hon’ble friend and the people generally have been spared these incon-
veniences and they must be thankful for the peace that, in spite of the biggest .
war that the world has ever seen, reigns in the ocountry. It is this peace that
enables my Hon'ble friend and every one of us to be here to-day to
disouss the Budget of the country.” The Army and Navy of the Empire—thanks
to their service—have staved off that unpleasant contingency, and one would
be very unwise to begrudge any help that could be given to the Empire
in orushing down Prussian militarism so that peace may abide in the
country to enable the people and Government to launch out and promote
schemes for the advancement and the well-being of the conntry. The
Punjab does not grudge the contribution. No sacrifice must be spared in the
present junoture, and though praying sincerely for the speedy and successful
termination of the war, I can assure Your Lordship, and through Your Excel-
lency, His Imperial Majesty, the King-Emperor, that our services in men,
money and means are at the disposal o% the Empire, and that Indians will
not be wanting in their duty to the Empire in the present gigantic struggle.
Our services are not for any rewards, our loyalty could not be bartered. We
are part and parcel of the Empire and are proud to belong to it, and as such
' we are ever ready to shed our life-blood in the safety and defence of the

Ent::lllnrzl The destiny of England and India is united and we rise or fall
with it," . .
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The Hon'ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya :— My Lord,
I agrce with my friend, the Hon'ble Mr. Wacha, that it is not dcsirable to bave
manusocript eloquenoce in this Council; but I fear that he has beon a great deal
too severe on those of our colleagues who have to resort to it becauss they
have to speak in & tongue which is not their mother-tongue, and the of
which is a very very difficalt task. I thiak, My Lord, that in view of the fact
that many Members of Council find it necesary at present to read their
speeches, the present practioe should not be changed at least in the near future.

* Before 1 proceed to say anything about the Budget, I ahould like to asso-
ciate myself with those of my fricuds who have already tendered to Your
Excellency the thanks of the country for having abolished indentured labour.
We also thauk Sir George Barnes and the other Members of your government,
and also Mr. Austen Chamberlain, nor can weomit on this occasion to express
our gratitude to your noble predecessor, who sounded the death-knell of the
system last year. We feel deeply grateful that this accursed system in which
80 much wickedness and unbhappiness was involved hasbeen abolished. The
order probibiting it is, it is true, & temporary order—indeed I bave no doubt—
but I hope and trust that the indentured system is dead and dead for ever,
and that it will never again be revived to ba the means of unhappiness and
wickedness in any part of the British Empire.

“1 do not think I need repeat what many of my friecnds have maid in
appreciation of the manner in which the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer has met
the situation in which he found himself, and I would rather conline myself to
certain larger aspects of the Budget which arise from the discussion that has
taken place to-day and on other days. The detailed discussion of the Budget bas
been so limited this year because of the fact that it is a War Budget, and we have
had little fault to find with the disposition of the funds that have been raised.
But, My Lord, there are two facts arising out of the Budget discussion of this
year which call for consideration, namely, the fiscal ition of the Government
of India, the fiscal powér and the general position of the Membersof this Council.
In regard to the first, I regret to think that the Government of India
is really not in India but in London. I mean no disrespect to Your Excellency
or your Colleagues in the Government of India, but I am sorry to say that
not you but His Majesty’s Secretary of State, is the Government of India,
because it is an open secret, we all know it to our regret, that every matter of
importance relating to the revenuce of India must be decided by the Secretary
of State for India. A few minutes ago my Hon’ble friend, Mr. Wacha, asked
whether wo were not a self-governing bog ; I honestly wish we were; but
I regret to say we are not, because in all matters of importance the flscal
policy of the Government of India is laid down by the Secretary of State.
The influences to which he is subjected decide for the time being what parti-

~ cular course is o be taken on any question. To-day it may those who

denounce the evil of supplying opium fo China; to-morrow it may be the
Lancashire merchants who do not want to lose any of their profits ; the day
after it may be the War Office which thinke that certain burdens should be
cast upon India. The Government of India may protest ; I gratefully recog-
nise that they have protested on many occasions; but their protests have
been in vain on foo many occasions. Now, that being the position of the
Government of India, I hope after the waris over, this will be one of
the most important questions that will be taken up, and that the Govern-
ment of India will be really established in India and removed from London,
The second point is the conmstitutional position of this Council. I have
already entered my protest against the manner in which the offer of £100,000
wags gettled. I do mot mean any disrespect to the Government of India, but
I feel it my duty to them and to His Majesty’s Government, and also to my
country, to say that while the Council is in existence, the decision on such a
question by the Executive Government of the country is not a right thing.
1t shows as if this Council exists in name only and bas really no fiscal power
except to legalize taxation. Lastly, as regards the general position of
the Members of this Council, While we feel grateful that His Majesty’s
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Government have invited representatives from India to assist the Secrets
of State at the War Conference; we cannot conceal the feeling that, as it
was on our recommendation that His Majesty’'s Government agreed to
invite Indians to represent India at the Conference, it was due to us that we
should have been consulted before the nmominations were made. The Govern-
ment would have lost nothing if that courtesy had been shown to the Council ;
on the contrary, there would have been a real feeling of satisfaction. We feel
that we who offer our humble services free to the Government and who have
a certain recognised status, as the chosen representatives of the people, should
not be passed over when a question like that in which we have shown an
- interest is to be decided.

“These considerations lead me naturally to the larger question raised by my
Hon’ble friend, Mr. Sastri and other Members of pust-war reforms. We have
been advised by some gentlemen that we should not refer to these matters.
Those who offer such advice do not realise- that Your Excellency told us in
the opening speoch of the Session that from May to October, that is before
the Session, Your Excellency’s Government were engaged in producing the
memorandum to which you have referred and also the Despatch sent to
the Secretary of State for India. That clearly shows that Your Excellency’s
Government realise that problems will arise at the conoclusion of the war of
considerable importance. 'With that statement of Your Excellency before us
I feel that I am bound to refer to this matter. I do so particularly because as
the Hon’ble Mr. Basu has said, this Council will not meet again till September.
'We are hoping that this war, this accursed war, will have come to an-end and
that His Majesty, the King-Emperor, will have been able to proclaim a
glorious peace before that time. In that view it is not improbable that this
question of post-war reforms will be -taken up for consideration befere we
meet again. Your Excellency’s Government bas spent six months over
the Despatch you have sent to the Secretary of State, and we, the elected
additional Members of your Council, have submitted fo you a Memorandum
over which we spent a great deal of time and thought. The Indian National
Congress and the Moslem League have also put forward a carefully considered
scheme of reforms. There is thus no doubt much material before the Govern-
ment to help it to come to a decision on: the reforms. But, My Lord, we do not
know what proposals Your Excellency's Government has made on the subject,
and we request that you may be pleased, in fairness to the Members of this
Council, to publish those proposals in order that we may submit our criticisms
on them with a viewto help the Government to arrive at a correct conclusion.
I-need hardly say that the question of post-war reforms is a much larger one now
than it was before the war. As Mr, Lloyd-George said the other day, the war
has changed us very much. It has changed the angle of vision in India as well
as in England. I venture to say that the war has put the clock of time fifty
years forward, and I hope and trust that India will achieve in the next few
years, what she might not have done in fifty years. Some persons are frightened
“ab the use of certain expressions; some dislike the use of the term ‘home
rule,” some cannot bear to hear even of ‘self-government on colonial lines.’
But all will have to recognise that the reforms after the war will have to
be such as will mee{ the requirements of the India of to-day, and of to-
morrow, such as will satisfy the aspirations of her people. My Lord, among
these reforms one of the most important forcibly suggested by the discussion
on the Budget to-day is that India should enjoy a measure of fiscal autonomy,
and that its Legislative Qouncil, which is constituted by-law, should be able -
to determine what taxes are to be raised and how the money raised should
be spent. The aofion' that has recently been taken by the Lancashire
party in England, with reference to the.increase made in the import
duties on cotton goods, throws a lurid light on .the need of having fiscal
autonomy conferred on India. As regards the general question, we rejoice
to think that His Majesty’s Goveroment is engageg in a righteous war, in the
cause of liberty and justice, and the freedom of nations, small and great.
From the beginning of the war we have offered our allegiance and have prayed
for the success of His Majesty’s arms. Before this war we admired England
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because she loved liberty and had helped other nations to acquire freedom.
We offered willing allegiance to England's King, beoause we bad long read of ==
‘The Fngland that r>joiced to e,
Hellas unbound, Italy ome and fres
The England that had tears for Poland’ doom,
Andinﬁubuﬂfotlﬂlhvwld-dam;

Accounoting her all liring lands above,
Ia justios, snd in mercy and in love.’

But the tremendous sacrifices which England has made in the present war,
the sacrifices which have saved France from going down before such a
deadly foe as Germany, the sacrifices which have belped Bussia to continue
to keep up a noble fight,—the sacrifices which her manhood and womaahood
bave made to re-establish the independence of many small nations, lcad us to
look forward with hope that the constitutional changes which will be brought
about in India after the war will make Indians realise that the cause of
liberty is as dear to Englishmen in the case of India as it is in the case of
Russia, of Belgium, of Poland, and other parts of the worll. My Hon'ble
friend, Mr. Sastri, has already reforred to the rapturous feeli:g with which
the news of the recent revolution in Russia has been received here. { Of
all systems of government, we, Indians, have & great predeliction for
the constitutional monarchy of England, and we rejoice to thiuk that
His Majesty, the King of Kngland, should be the King-Emperor of India.
But we desire that Indians should staud shoulder to shoulder with
Englishmen as equal fellow-subjects, and that they should enjoy equalit
before the law and have an equality of 0pE0rtunit for service in their
own country, as Epglishmen enjoy in theirs) Even so erratic and
unfriendly a oritic as Lord S8ydenham whose “articles have created some
resenfment in this country, bas admitted that ¢ British rule in Indis
can be justified only, if in addition to the maintenance of law, order and
equal justioe, it is directed to leading the people always onward and upward,
bridging over the innumerable rifts which divide them, and smoothing the
path to nationhood and self-government’. It is a noble task, says he, and
80 say I. Buf if the task is fo be achieved, it is one that ahould be discumed
between the Indian public and members of the English community. We
trust Your Excellency and your colleagues will solve the question in o
satisfactory manner.

- * My Lord, it does not behove any one who is familiar with the conditions
of India to say that Indians are not fit for self-government. It is my oonvio-
tion that every people is fit for self-government, and that we, Indians, are most
certainly fit for self-government to-day. If we do not ask for oom(rleto self-
government to-day, it is because we have to satisfy our English friends also that
we are fit for it. With one-third of India being still under the happy rule of
Indian Princes, with 60 millions of the population being still successfully
ruled by them, it seems very wrong for anybody to say that Indians have
not the capacity for self-government. Becondly, we  have now been under
British rule for more than 150 years. We have bad the benefit of English
education, we have had the benefit of association with Englishmen, who
have been nurtured in. the free institutions of the West, and I submit,
My Lord, that this is a sufficiently long period to further qualify us for being
entrusted with self-government. Japan took a much shorter time to so qualify
herself. In 1853 Japan was as helpless before a handful of Americans as were
the Incas when Pizarro assailed them with twg hundred men. They were is-
landers without a fleet, warriors without an army. Their oondition was in
every way unsatisfactory. In 1863, one of their cities was bombarded by s
combind British, French, Dutch and American fleet. They could not then
-oppose the Westerners by force. In 1868, they put an end to their system of
divided Government and restored their Emperor to undivided power and
" authority ; and entered earnestly upon a course of reform and improvement.
What happened ? In the course of 25 years, by adopting the right system of
Government, by making education compulsory throughout the country, by
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makini military conscription universal, by employing the best foreigners to
train their youth for the most responsible positions in the State, Civil and Mili-
tary, they were able, in the year 1895, to establish in the Chinese War their
right to be regarded as one of the world powers. And a few years later earned
greater distinction and glory in their war with Bussia. T feel, My Lord, that if
the Japanese who were so backward in 1853 were able in the course of 25 years
to give such an excellent account of themselves, we, Indians, should be able to
move similarly forward under the Government of His Majesty, bur King-Emperor.
The question of reforms has to be lcoked at from this point of view. Of
course, this is not the time to discuss the proposals in detail. But I do trust
that, in submitting proposals for reform to His Majesty’s Government, Your
Excellency will be pleased to fully bring to their notice the Indian view of the
. question, so that the solution that may be arrived at should be such as would
eatisfy the legitimate national aspirations of the people of India and redound
to the glory of England. ] ‘

“ I will not detain the Couneil any more, My Lord, except o make one sug
gestion, and that is that this question of reforms which are to beintroduced after
the war, may be discussed in this Council in the September Session, and that a
report of the discussion may be submitted to His Majesty's Government and the
Secretary of State before they arrive at a final decision in the matfer. It will
serve to show them how strong is the feeling jn this country, in favour of the
reforms which we have recommended, and it will also show them what differences,
if any, exist regarding them. If this suggestion commends itself to Your
Excellency and your advisers, and is acted upon, it will give universal satisfaclion
throughout Indis, because the people will feel that in a matfer of momentous
importance to them, a decision was arrived at after giving their representatives
a full opportunity to place their views before the Government.”

The Hon'ble Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah.—*My Lord, it

has been said that some of the Members instead of discussing the Budget
strictly have diverted from it and discussed all sorts of other matters of public
interest. But, My Lord, I have tried to understand the position of a non-
official Member in this Council. Under our procedure, the Financial State-
ment is presented in the first instance by the Hon’ble the Finance Member,
which was done on this occasion on the 1st of March., After that Financial
Statement is presented, no discussion is allowed with regard to the gemneral
financial policy of the Government. But those Members who have followed
the rules—and I have no oubt that most of the Hon’ble Members have
followed them—do find that you wan bring in Resolutions with regard to

certain matters only, but you ocannot possibly discuss in this Council the

general financial policy of the Government of India, but that occasion
arises after the event, so to say. 'Therefore, to disouss the Budget at
this juncture, it seems to me, will be really flogging the dead horse
beocause not a single item, not a rupee or pie, as far as I understand, dan
be changed mow so far as the Budget is concerned. It does not matter
what arguments, what reasons or grounds you advance. Therefore, My
Lord, it seoms to me that not much good will result by one taking up the
Budget at this juncture and discussing it. But I would like fo say this for

this reason, that when this Financial Statement was introduced by the.

d-48 v}

Hon'ble the Finance Member, I paid as much attention to it as I could,

and personally I came to the conclusion that it was a well-balanced
Budget. I think the Hon’ble the Finance Member has received so many
congratulations and g0 many expressions of gratitude that he might well
dispense with any such expression from me. But I do say this, that it was a
scientific Budget, and what I feel, My Lord, is this, that as we go on the

Budget will have to be prepared more and more on scientific principles and .

not in the orthodox way, as one of the Members was pleased to describe it.

. **Now, with regard to the hundred millions which India has agreed to con-
tribute, I take this view, My Lord, that, if I, as & component part of the British
Empire, as a cifizen of the British Empire, if I can stand here and urge upon
the Government that the rights and privilegesof a British citizen should be
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given to me, I think I ought equally to be ready to bear the burden of the
Empire. There may be differences of opinion on certain matters; and therefors,
My Lord, I can tell you this, that on behalf f the people of Bombay, hoavy as
this burden is, it has been equitably distrihuk:«f Of course my friend,
Mr. Wacha has said that we must not talk about sacrifices; but, My lord, we
are not talking about the sacrifices and the heavy burden in avy grudging
spirit, but in this epirit that the sacrifice is a heavy thing, that s to say,a
person who can afford to pay four thousand million can pay four thousand
million and sufferless than another person who cannot afford to pay a hundred
million. Therelore, when we talk of India’s burden and sacrifice, it is only
really in that spirit that we speak and in no other spirit, and I am sure that the
Government realise it, and I am quite sure that the people in England realise it.

“Then, My Lord, with regard to the sources of taxation that have been
tapped as I said, we were not in a position to suggest any improvements in
the Budget ; we weore not consulted reallj;a on the Budget, and it requires really
very, very careful consideration before vne can say that you can improve npon
this Budget. I dare say it can be improved. But what I would suggest, My
Lord, is this, that if there was some such sysiem--a small comwmittee may be
formed--we have for instance in Bombay a Finance Committee with a
view to discuss the policy of the Budget before the Finauncial Statemeant is
prepared. I have no doubt that Government will reoceive a certain amount
of help and that the Hon’ble the Finance Member will benefit by it.

“ Well then, My Lord, that is so far as the Budget itself is concerned,
but I must say that on this oocasion it will be impossible really, as I said,
to discuss the Budget only, and the reason, -My Lord, that I want to
address the Council at this late stage is this. I am fully aware that most
of the Members must be thoroughly tired and so is Your Lordship, but
there are, My Lord, one or two points which I want to bring to the notice of
this Council. The first point, My lord, is this in regard to the Indian
Defence FForce Act. The Indian Defence Force Act has become law; it is
now more than three weeks, pearly a month, and when it was introduced
and when it wenft through various stages and eventually it was passed, it has
raised, as Your Lordship must have observed, very great hopes in the minds
of the people all over the country, and it seems to me, My Lord, that the ques-
tion is being neglected. Yirst of all, all that we now know is that any one who
wants to enlist Eimself can fill up the form, send it to the District Magistrate
and it will be sent up in due course to the military authorities and they will do
what is required. Now, My Lord, if we are really in earpest, if this door is
going to be thrown open to the people of India, and if really the Government
of India desire recruits, then I say, My Lord, we ehall have to resort to more
business-like methods than I can see up to the present moment. I would, there-

" fore, suggest that the Commander-in-Chief, or whoever is responsible for this,
should lose no time, because if you raise the hopes very high aud then this
measure is misunderstood and it is found that your intention was different
from what we understood, there will be bitter disappointment which will be
undesirable. Therefore, My Lord, if you are really in earnest, if you really
want recruits, and I venture to say you can get recruits by the thousand, thous-
ands, provided two or three matters are made clear. I might be said that
I amn speaking in & spirit of bargaining as it was said the other day. My
Lord, any member or anybody who usee that word bargaining, I must say
with due respect to him, that he does not realise the true meaning of the word
bargaining. All that we urge upon the Government of India is this, there is
at the present moment a bar to the people of India so far as the commissioned
ranks are concerned. Is it bargaining, consistently with my self-respect as
King’s equal subject in my own country, to tell my Government face to face
that this bar must be removed ? Is it bargaining, My Lord, to say tbat in
my own country I should be puton the same footing as the European British
subjects P Is that bargaining ? And I say, My Lord, that the soomer this
question is taken up the better. Thereisa very, very strong feeling on this
point and if this is put right, I can assure you, My Lord, that you will get
thousands of young, educated men who will be willing to come forward in the
service of their country and the Empire. As I say, My Lord, if that is made
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clear and if we are in earnest, bureaus must be established in various centres
in each Presidency, and we must be told authoritatively how many thousand
men you want, and Iassure you, My Lord, you shall have them. - And when
you have these various bureans established in various centres, appoint some
responsible men as the committees, because you will have applicants coming
in; I do mnot wish, My Lord, to strike a note of an offensive character against
that service which, in its own way is doing useful work, namely, the Polico
and the Criminal Intelligence Department, but, My Lord, as far as possible,
that agency should be avoided, and the Police and the Criminal Intelligence
Department should have nothing to do with the question of who should be
accepled and who should not be accepted.

“Then, My Lord, there is one other matter that I wish to refer to and that
is this. I was really grieved to hear my Hon’ble friend, Mr. Shafi, say that
if we discuss or ask for any constitutional reforms, that will be embairassing
the Government. 'What surprises me, My Lord, is this, that my own country-
men should feel more as to what would embarrass the Government and what
would not embarrass the Government than the Government themselves. Wh
does Mr. Shafi say that respectfully pointing out in this Council that such an
such things should be done, is going to embarrass the Government? My
Lord, Your Lordship was good enough to refer to that memorandum which I
venture to say, as I was one of the signatories, was a well considered and well
thought out memorandum, and Your Lordship was pleased to say that it would
receive sympathetic consideration. My Lord, fo that extent I personally say
that at the present moment you cannot expect anything more. But, My Lord,
this is the fear we have and I want to bring it to the notice of the Government
and of Your Lordship. The fear we have is this. The Despatch from the
Government of India has gone to the Secretary of State. We do not know
what that Despatch contains; we have not the faintest idea. Is the decision
going to be arrived at ex parte? That is what we are afraid of, and we urge
upon you, My Lord, not to arrive at a decision ez parfe, give us the oppor=
tunity of discussing this matter, and I would suggest (it is only a suggestion
just as the Hon’ble Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya suggested), I would
suggest, My Lord, that, whatever reply may be given to that Despatch before
{ou finally decide on this most vital question, give sufficient opportunity to ab
east allow the representatives bf the people to confer with you at a round table
‘before you finally come to any decision, and also give the public an opportunity
to criticise it. Is that, My Lord, asking too much, that we skould have our re-
presentatives consulted with regard to what reforms are going to be introduced ?
Is that asking for too much? Is it fair that the Government of India
in their secret chambers at Simla or Delhi should form their own opinions
and submit & Despatch to the Secretary of State for India, and that the whole
question of the post-war reforms should be decided ex parte without anybody
on the part of the people of India being represented or being heard by them.
If, My Lord, those reforins are going to be real reforms, I take it that it is
& very ordinary proposition that any statesman who wants to introduce any
reforms will at least provide for a quarter of & century or half a century,
because you cannot go on tinkering - with your constitution every five or every
ten years, Therefore, My Lord, it 1s & matter of the . most vital importance to

:f[nl‘}ia that these questions ought to be considered most seriously and most care-
ully.

‘“Then, My Lord, there is only one more point while I am talking about -
reforms, of* which Your Lordship must be aware because it has been repeatedly
expressed in the papers, and that is, that if there is going to be an Imperial
Council or an Imperial Parliament, India’s place in that Imperial Parliament
must be adequately represented. You will ask me perhaps what I mean by
adequately represented. My Lord, that is a question which requires detailed
consideration, but I can say this at least at once that India’s representation

in this Imperial Parliament or Imperial Council should certainly be no less
than any of the Dominiona. .

* Then, My Y.ord, there is oﬁly one more thing that I want fo point out,
and that is this. You bave been thanked, My Lord, and I entirely join im
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these thanks to Your Excellency, for taking the steps that you have under
the Defence of India Act for stopping indentured labour. I do mot wish, M
Lord, to repeat what the other Members have smid, but I can tell Your -
shi‘f this that it has given the utmost satisfaction throughout the country;
and the people of India do not feel more with regard to any other question
than the question of this indentured labour for the simple reawn that it was
degrading, that it was a system pot only in itself saturated with evila, but it
helped to dishonour a civilised country like India that we should have such a
system as the indentured labour system. That, My Lord, was the feeling which
rcally was at the bottom of this strong agitation which Your Excellency
must have observed. .

“ In conclusion, My Lord, I will say this, that the stand madec by the
Secretary of State for India with regard to the cotton duties has created one
impression on my mind, and I believe that is the impression created on the
minds of a very large section of the thoughtful educated people of this country,
namely, that our battle was fought by the Becretary of State for India, who,
although he had no knowledge or experience of this eountry, although an English-
man by birth, in spirit fought for us as our Government. And this is what is
wanted. The personnel] of the Government of this country, as Mr. Gokhale said
very often, is foreign, It does not require any argument to cstablish that.
But, My Lord, if you want India to care for your Government, to stand by
you, to co-operate with you, what you want is that the spirit of the Govern-
ment should be Indian, and that on oococasions when the intercsts of India
are likely to suffer and any injustice is going to be done our Government and
those who are at the head of the Government should stand up for us and
speak for us as any Indian would do. Aad, My Lord, Mr. Chamberlain did
that, and, therefore, we find this feeling of profound satisfaction. This, My
Lord, is all that I have to say and I would urge again upon Your Excellency
most earnestly and most sincerely that, with regard to the Indian Dofence
Force Act, Your Excellency will bear it in mind. 1say that, if the Govern-
ment are in earnest, we are in earnest. We are ready, My Lord, but treat
us as the King's equal subjects,”

The Hon’ble Rai Bahadur Krishna Sahay :—“ My Lord, 1
associate myself with the observation which has just beea made by the Hon'ble
Mr. Jinnah as regards the rules under which the discussion of the general as-
pects of the Financial Statement is permitted oaly at the fag end of the Scasion,
It seems to me that the natural order of thinzs under which this discusion
should take place, if I may venture to say so, is after the Financial State-
ment is presented on the 1st of March and before the staga of discussion when
Resolutions are bronght forward. As it is we are'to-day discussing a Buiget
which has alrerdy been settled in all ita details, and nothing that we can say
can make any alteration in it. I venture to put forward a suggestion for
Your Excellency’s consideration as regarde the amendment of the rules for
the discussion of the Budget, because it is shared not only by me, but amongst
many of my friends in this Council

“To retarn to the Budget ifself, if I were to characterise the Budget which
the genius of the Hon’ble Sir William Meyer lias placed before us, I would say
that it constituted an irreproachable title-deed of India in the conceros of the
British Empire, It will ever remain memorable for the contribulion of one
million sterling which Infia makes towards the general cust of the war, a con-
tribution which is in addition to several other contributions in different direc-
tions which India has already made. It furnishes & proof of the share which
this country is willing to bear in the burdens of the Empire, a share which is
by no means inconsiderable if we bear in mind that India contributes some-
thing over 21 millions sterling towards the maintenance of an Army which l.ae
so often been employed for Imperial ‘purposes.

. % The Hon’ble Sir William Meyer has been the bappy recipient of felicit-
ations even on that hated sspect of the Budget, namely, taxation, not only for
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what he has not done, but also for what he- has done. He has been congratu-
lated by more Members than one in this Council for not refraining
from tapping sources from which money would have flowed easily, while at the
‘same time tapping those sources from which money could flow without
those sources being very much exhausted, in other words imposing taxation on
those persons who are quite able {0 bear it. '
“ Asregards general questions, it seems to me that the one which at the
present moment emerges intp importance is the reform in the Army to which
eloquent expression has been given, to-day by the Hon'ble Sardar Bahadur

Captain Ajab Khan, who can speak upon this question with an authority which -

we of course lack. It seems to me that Your Ezxcellency’s Government may
well take into consideration the reform in'the Army which the whole' country
has placed before your Government on more platforms than one and in the
public press rand I believe that the present is the psychological moment when
“the reform can be adopted with the greatest effect.

“ Next to that, I will place the question. of indentured labour. It is with

grofound satisfaction that Your Excellency’s announcement has been received
y the entire Press of India. I refer to the announcement prohibiting in-
dentured labour in all Colonies, except in Ceylon and the Malay States.
There exists great warmth of feeling on this matter. The system, My Lord,
is so rotten that nothing short of abolition will dp., It is inconsistent with
the self-respect of the people of India that it should still continue here, and
Your Lordship will earn the gratitude of the people of this country if at the
earliest opportunity Xour Lordship will abolish the system altogether.

# My Lord, so far as my province is concerned, I have no partjcular matter
to place before Your Lordship, and in that respect I am in a bappier position
_than the Hon’ble Mr. Sapru, who complained of the lot of his prevince.”

The Hon’ble Sir William Meyer:—“My Lord, .it is a source
of great pleasure and pride to me, hoth as a Member of the Government
ang personally, that the proposals in the Budget, involving a great war con-
tribution from .India to our Sovereign Lord, the King-Emperor, have been
received with much cordial appreciation in this Council and in the country,
.The Budget has hinged, of course, on this great contribution of £100 million,
which has been gratefully accepted by ‘His Majesty’s Government and has,
I am sure, made a profound impression all over the Empire. Itis, as I have
- shown, when introducing the Financial S8tatement, the crown of patient endea-
vours we have made to help His Majesty’s Government throughqut the war, We
could not have made such an offering before this without dislocating our
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finances to an extent which would have involved the most drastic measures _

" in the shape of taxation, and would have entirely failed to secure the practical

unanimity we have now obtained. Even as it is, our contribution has involved

“s very material inorease in taxation, and enhancement of taxation is much.
more difficult in a country like India, as regards carrying it out equitably and
without undue friction, than it would be in western lands. It is, therefore, the
more satisfactory to us that there has been such general recognition of the
faot that the burdens we have had to impose have been laid npon the shoulders
best able 1o bear them., It would be Utopian of course to expect absolute
unanimity in respect of fresh taxation, especially on the part of those’ who
have to bear the brunt of it. But allowing for such inevitable grumbles,
I do claim that we have ample evidence, which has been confirmed by
the speeches made here to-dasy, that we have moved in the right direotions.
I think a remark made by my friend, the Hon'ble Mr. Bray, on the subject of
the super-tax puts the matterin a nut-shell. He said—and I entirely agree
with him—that wy plan is not an absolutely ideal one, but it is the best I
could devise, and as Mr, Bray has not been able to improve on it, or find any-
one who could improve on it—why, he accepts the inevitable. That, I think,
is the right way of looking at things. Astothe apprehended effects of the
operation of the tax in encouraging an unwholesome distribution of profits,
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I do not myself apprehend any such after-effects; but if they should occar,
then, as the Hon'ble Mr. Bray himself indicated, thero is slways the
possibility of reconsidering things later on.

_ It is particularly gratifying to me to have had a material part in satis
fying a long-cherished wish of the people of India by raising the duty cn
imported cotton goods to cur general tariff level, and I am sure that in the
country generally there will be an echo of the gmtitude that has been
voiced in previous speeches for the support we have reccived from Llis
Majesty’s Government in this matter, and for the stout stand in defence of
India’s interests lately made by the Sccretary of State.

“ It is also extremely gratifying to us to find that our War Loan has started
so well. As I said the other cday, 1 have now every hope it may bring in &
good deal more than the ten million pounds which I assumed for Ways and
‘Means purposes in our Budget calculations. I hope my friends from Bombay
will not be salisfied till they have caught up Calcutta, and that Caloutta in
her turn will not allow them to catch her up. I want similar rivalrics between
the various less important centres, 1 am sorry to have to confess that my
own Province of Madras bas disappointed me, but I trust when my non-official
colleagues from that I'rovince go down there they will considerably improve
matters, and that the Hon'ble Mr. 8arma especially will win for Madras the
proud position which he elaimed for her a little time ago.

“ I should like, My Lord, to acknowledge very cordially the attitude of my
non-official colleagues in respect of the details of the Budget proposals. There
were mauny matters in regard to which, in ordinary times, it would have been
quite legitimate for Hon'ble Members to move amendments on the Taxation Bills,
or to put forward Resolutions on the Financial Statement. There has, however,
been & most praise-worthy and patriotic recognition that this is & time when it is
desirable that the hands of Government should be strengthened and not weaken-
ed, and our fiscal Bills have passed into law practicaliy without opposition. There
has indeed been a complete absence of acrimonious discussion and criticisin ;
and the speeches to-day afford a further and most gratifying testimony to the
attitude of our non-official colleagues. Their appreciation i.as been so ocordial.
that I do not find it necessary to take up time, and stand betwecn Your
Excellency and the Council, in regard to more than one or two points.

« My Hon'ble friend, Mr. Bray, accused me of stealing the Railway profits,
He said, it is true, that in my place he would have done the same and perbaps
more also ; 80 it is a great comfort to me to know that if I had to go to gaol
‘T should be in the same boat—or I should rather say, in the same gell as my
Hon’ble friend.

% But I can assure the Council that thines nre not so bad as that, and that
- there is no case of theft, either legal or moral. The Railway receipts are not
a separate fund of which we are merely trustees, and which is quite apart from
our ordinary revenues, such as the Paper Currency Reserve or tbe Gold
Standard Reserve. They are an integral part of our general revenues, just
as much as our receipts from Forests or Post Office, or any other com-
mercial or quasi-commercial activities of Government, and we are eatitled
to mse the receipts for ordinary purposes, just as in the old days, when
the railways were producing a loss instead of a profit, geveral revenues bad to
make that loss good. I say then that even if we did apply the railway re-
ceipts very largely to ordinary purposes, weshould not bedoinganything wrong.
I may remind my Hon'ble friend that the Prussian ra.ilwaga bave always been
extremely well managed, and yet the railway revenues there have contributed
a great deal to the general administration of the country. However,
although, as I have said, we might have done that, we bave not
done so, Not so very long ago I looked up the statistics on the subject,
and I found that, taking the period 1§99-1900 to 1913-1914, the last
complete year before the war, we put more money into railways from general
revenues, that is, in contributions to the railway capital programme, than those
revenues derived from railways. Taking the period as a whole, general revenues
‘paid into railways about £13 millions more than they received from them. 8o
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it is not & juestion of plundering the railways for the sake of general- revenues.
Some purists might indeed say that we have put more than is necessary from

eneral revenues into railways. During the war, things have of course been
gitferent. We have had large railway profits and we have not been able to put
them all back into the railways. But I can assure the Hon’ble Mr. Bray that
I do not look upon this as a matter for, satisfaction. If is due to causes beyond
our control not merely owing to the London market, from which we used to
obtain most of our capital resources, being closed to us, but owing to lack
of material. 'We cannot do more than we have been doing, and I quite agree
with my Hon'ble friend thatafter the war there will be a great deal of ground
to make up. :

“ We must do our best then, though I cannot of course commit myself ia
advance to the precise way of raising the money which I am sure my friend
Sir George-Barnes will be asking for.

“T must take friendly exception to my friend Mr. Basu’s having described
our expenditure on Delhi as an idle waste of money. AsI explained the-
other day, we are just spending enough to keep things going, to keep the
scheme alive. That scheme is one which was brought into effect by the fiat
of the King-Emperor, and it is the deliberate policy of the Government of India
and of His Majesty’s Government at Home. My friend was not in the Couucil
two or three years ago ; but if he had been, he would have had a striking
exhibition of “the way in which Honourable Members from other parts of
India endorsed the project of the New City, My friend was led into
scriptural allusions drawn from the history of the children of Israel. I will
only remark that, if he had studied the story in the right spirit, he would
have seen that the future rested not with those who hankered after the
flesh-pots of ¥gypt ; not with those whose hearts fainted in the wilderness—
though why my Hon'ble friend should liken 1ihis pleasant temporary abode of
ours to a wilderness I know not ; but with those who persevered, who went on
and attained the promised land and the holy city. I would suggest to my
Hon’ble friend {hat he should temper his materialism with a little faith,

“ Then my friend, Mr. Dadabhoy, was solicitous about the opium arrange-
nients with the Straits Settlements and other countries. I cannot divulge the
secrets of these arrangements, but I can assure my Hon’ble friend that I drove
good bargains, and that we are not throwing away money. Of course he will under-
stand that when you get an agreement for, say, five years with a country totake
a certain amount of opium from you year by year, you naturally give it at a re-
duction in price as compared with what might be obtained atjauction sales to-day,
but which might not be obtained in another year. I think an analogous arrange-
ment is not unknown in my friend’s profession. I have heard of, for instance,
distinguished lawyers who contract themselves, if I may usd the woird to a
_Company, undertaking to take a fixed sum as consulting lawyers, whereas

they might on occasion charge higher fees if they had not made this definite
agreement. :

“ My Lord, I am most grateful to Hon’ble Members for the kindly references
which have been made to myself throughout this debate. 'The Budget embodies,
of course, the policy of the Government as a Whole, but it has always been recog-
nised that where there is hostile criticism the Finance Member must coinein for

:a special share of it, and so it is perhaps not unfair that when there is eulogy he
.should come in prominently for that too. But I should like to pass on some of the
bouquets which have been thrown” at me, if I may usea stage metaphor, ~
to Your Exceilency and my Colleagues in the Council and, not least, o my
friend Mr. Lowndes, who gave me most invaluable assistance in regard to the
framing of the necessary legislation.

* I also want to acknowledge emphatically that for such successes as have
been achieved, I am deeply indebted to the loyal and assiduous help I have
received from the officers of the Finance Department. No Member of Council, for
example, has ever bad a more able and loyal lieutenant than it has been my
good fortune to possess in the person of ry friend, Mr. Brunyate, who has
worked most assiduously by my-side during a period of great stress and
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difficulty. I could say much in regard to the constant belp I have received from
him, but 1 wiil spare Ris blushes, for his mode-ly is as great as his ability.
Mr. Fell too has been a tower of strength to the military side of our Depart-
ment and has carried out his difficult dutics with tact and success which have
elicited the warm appreciation of the late and present Commandersin-Chief,
as well as my own. Mr. Gubbay bas done yeoman's service for us in matters
with which he has (o deal as Controller of Currency; while I have had two most
admirable 1ndian helpers in the persons of Mr. Mitra, the Controller of
Accounts and Mr. Aiyar, my Assistant Secretary, who takes a very prominent
part in the Budget work. I will not mention more individual names, but [
should like the Council to anderstand thut the officers and clerks of the
Finance Department have given the State of their best. Speaking of clerks, I
should like to tell the Council a little story. As I mentionedin my speech on
the Financial Btatement, there has been a great deal of accountin ? to be done
with the War Office in respect of the settlement of details of what India bas to
pay and what His Majesty’s Government has to pay under the Resolutions of the

- Houses of Parliament. The War Office was naturally anxious to have the acoounts
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assoon a8 possible; but it was a most difficult task to evolve from a vast mass of
documents clear,'concise and convincing statements, and as I said the other day,
Mr. Mitra’s work in this connection, and the work of his office, have obtained
most deserved recognition., But it was very hard work indeed, eapecially at the
early stages. Well, on one occasion oertain acoounts had been promised to
the War Office by the mail leaving Bombay on & particular date. Mr, Mitra
and his men worked day and night, but unfortunately the diffioulties were
greater than had been expected, and the papers were gol out a little too late
to catch the last train from S8imla connecting with the mail at Bombay, Some
of the Indian subordinates consulted together and spontaneously resolved, in
order to prevent the face of the Department being blackened, to hire a special
train and to meet the charges out of their scanty pay. They made no boast
of the matter, and it only came to notice accidentally. I need hardly say that
as soon as I heard of it I gave instructions that the money should repaid
to them by the State. But that does not detract in the least from the merit
of these humble clerks, and 1 am proud tobe at the head of a Department
which shows such a spirit among its rank and file.”

His Excellency the President:—*This has been a notable
Bession and Hon'ble Members have, I think, every reason to be gratificd with
it. They have signified in no uncertain manner their desire to associate India
with the sacrifices which onr Empire has had to make in connection with this
war, and I am glad to think that the Government of India, in making their
offer of £100 millions to the Imperial Government, did not misinterpret
the wishes of the Council. Bome of you may bave felt that the initi.
ation of this policy, by the Government redu the subsequent legislative
proreedings to little more than a formality, but this, believe me, is a superficial
view. 1 can assure you that, as regards the grave issues which this Budget
has raised, we do feel our real dependence on your support. We have acted
in your name and on the strength of the mandate which f‘ou gave us in your
loyal Resolutions of the 8th September 1914, and the 24th February 1915; and
we desired an endorsement of our actions which should go beyond the passing
of the Bills necessary to give them legal validity. It was therefore with the
highest satisfaction that I found you to be in practically unanimous acocord
with the Government in supporting theproposals we laid before you.

‘I think you-would all wish me to congratulate 8ir W, Meyer on the skill
with which he framed his Budget, on the lucidity with which he expounded it,
and on the reception which it has received throughout the country. I do not
minimise for one moment the heavy responsibilities which tiiis Budget has placed
upon us. There will be a sacrifice, not of luxuries, not of the frills and trimmings of
civilisation, but a sacrifice in large measure of the necessities of ordered govern-
ment, and one result must be arrested progress in education, in sanitation, in
public works, and kindred subjects, which are in other countriesthe touchstone
of civilised life. But we must not despair. Indian revenues for the last twenty
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years have shown remarkable powers of recuperation and growth, and we have
every hope that, once the war is ended, we shall find' ourselves after no great
ivterval with a substantial margin of funds for furthersccial progress. Again,
this very sacrifice—and mind you, it is & trifling one compared with the
sacrifices endured by other ecountries and * nations in this war—should stimulate
us all in the direction of recuperative effort, especially in respect of industrial
and agricultural development, so that we may not ouly, by increased production
repair the ravages of this hideous war, but also meet the extra burdens which it
has laid upon us. This war has made us realise as never before how we in
India have been passing our great resources by. Thrown back on ourselves we
. have already increased our output of industrial products in several directions a
hundred-fold, and this war will have proved a blessing in disguise if, through-
its teaching, we shall have learnt how great a field of enterprise lies open to us
in the industrial and agricultural spheres, and how necessary it is to organise
ourselves industrially.- I verily believe, then, however- conscious we may be
at this moment of the extra burden which we have taken ugo’n ourselves,
that it lies in our own power to cope with if, and thai{ some day, in conse-
quence of our efforts, we shall lock back to this war as the date of India’s
industrial birth. Time will show whether I am oversanguine in these views,
but with all the earnestness in my power, I would ask Hon’ble Members to
think them over and decide whether they do nof see their way clear to co-opera-
ting with the Government of India in bringing about such a consummation.
We have during this past ‘Session had the benefit of your co-operation and
advice in many matters. The Hon'ble Members for Commerce and Industry
and Revenue and Agriculture have held informal but most useful Conferences
with some of you on matters relating to their Departments, and I know that the
Hon’ble the Law Member has designs upon some of our legal Members between
now and the Sihla Session. I see unlimited possibilities of usefulness in this
direction and, as Hon’ble Members are, I think, aware, I am always personally
grateful for any suggestions or advice which they ocan offer me. We are all
members one of another and in the great task which is sef before us, we
can only succeed if we work together in the closest co-operation.

“ It still remains for me to impresson you thaf it is our duty, the duty of
each one of us, t0 secure the maximum response to India’s war loan. In the first
place, let us remémber that every million that comes from India eases not merely
the exchange difficulty which we are experiencing here, but through it, the ex-
change difficulty with which His Majesty’s Government are confronted at home.
Next, let none of us think that we have done enough until we have made the
question of how much we can manage a matter of real thought and anxious
contrivance. We are not asked to-givé outright, but to lend the largest amount
‘which we can make available, Lastly, wo want all to subscribe to the loan, and
we can only got the countless millions to join in, if the duty and advantage of
subscribing are fully brought home to them. Aud for this we want propaganda
work, and the more unofficial that propaganda work is, the more satisfactory
- will be its resuls. ' '

“ I turn to the Indian Defence Force Act. Again, here, I see great possibi-
lities, and I would ask Hon’ble Members to dismiss from their minds the
suspicions which seem to be entertained by some with regard to the attitude of
the Government of India in this matter. The Act is confessedly a war
measure and therefore temporary, but it will prove a most invaluable experi
ment. 'We shall have—it is no seoret, for he who runs may read —to re-or-
ganise our Indian Army after this war, and some form of second line force
will probably be required. In the Indian Defence Force, raised temporarily
under stress of war, there may lie the germ of such new second lire. Do not
ask us at such a moment as this to give answers to problems which will have
to.b_e solved at  time when there is mors leisure. When that time arrives, then
criticise, as you will, the Government in respect of its policy. But for the
moment I would assure you that all the subjects of your criticism are engaging
our most sympathetic consideration, and I would ask your eo-operation in mak-
ing this present scheme & success, but do not let it be marred on the ground
that it does not contain all that you would desire. ~

s . ¥
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“ And is not the imposition of an extra duty on coltna goods, thus reising
the import rate to our general tariff level, an eveat which of iteell makes this
Budget and this Session memorable ? A grievance has thus been removed
which has been for a long time a standing source of irvitation. TYou will
have noticed from the report of the proceedings ia the Ilousn of Corumons that
the question of tha Indian cotton duties will be considered afreah when the
fiscal arrangements of the various parts of the Bupire come to be reviewed
as a whole after the war. I am suretaat Hon'ble Members will agree that

_His Majesty's Government could not in the existing circumstances have gone
further than they have done to meet India’s wishes, and that none of you will
question the desirability of the fiscal problems of the Empire being fully exam.
ined after the war in the light of the expericnce gained. The history of this
recent incident in Parliament is highly encouraging to India It has given you
proof—if proof were needed —that India has trune and staunch friends. It should
give you confidence that, when the review of the Empire’s fiscal system takes
place, Indian interests will not be overlooked, but will be stoutly defended.

“ Hon'ble Members will have noticed the communiqué which appoared
in the Press stating that on military grounds recruitment of labour, except in
certain cases, for places outside India will not be permitted, and the necessa
rules under the Defence of India Act have been promulgated to secure this
end. Incidentally, as a consequence, recruitment for indentured labour to
Fiji, Trinidad and other West Indian Islands has come to an end, Itis
difficult to conceive that a traffic of this sort once ended can be revived.
The Government of India welcome this result as much as Hon’ble Members,
and I think we can all congratulate ourselves on the situalion thus arrived at.
In this matter we have had the benefit of consultation with many non-offoial
Members, and I much appreciate the help and advice which they have been
able to give us.

“The rate of progress which we were making in educational projecta
before the commencement of the war has necessarily been retarded by the
present financial stringency—but the progress itself continues, and we have
been able, in spite of the financial difficulties, to provide a substantial sum,
30 lakhs per annum, for the improvement of the pay and training of
teachers, a subject to which I myself attribute great importance, and I hope
that the sum thus granted will be productive of much direct benefit to edncation
in this country. I wish, however, that we had been able to make greater pro-
gress in the two University projects which were sanctioned by the Sccrctary of
State in the time of my predecessor, namely, the projects for Universities at
Patna and Dacea.

“In the case of the Patna University, the Bill introduced last 8eptember
has been discussed in Select Committee. There is a very strong local opinion
in favour of the new University, and I had hoped that we might have passed
the measure this Session, but we had decided that we could only pass it if it
could be passed substantially without controversy, and it was only on Monday
last that the Select Committee wasd able to come to & unanimous conclusion
regarding the provisions of the Bill, so thatit will now be nccessary to defer its
consideration until the S8eptember Session.

“ As rezards Dacca, I observe from a Resolution brought forward in the
Council on Tuesday last that some apprehension has been expressed as rezards
the possible abandonment of the scheme for 8 University. These apprehensions
were met by Sir Sankaran Nair with a clear affirmation of the intention of
Government to~adhere to the original intention of instituting a University at
Dacea, and I desire to take this opportunity of confirming in the most distinct
and unequivocal manner the promise made by Lord Hardinge that a University
would be founded there. Ican quite appreciate the anxiety-of those interested
in the scheme and their wish to obtain some concrete expression of Government’s

.intentions in the form of a Bill before the Council. You have heard the promise
given by the Education Member that he would be prepared to consider the
possibility of introducing such a Bill next Session, but you have also heard the
weighty reasons which he has given—reasons to which I personally attach
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considerable importance—for thinking that it may be found advisable to delay
legislation until we obtain the views of the proposed Calcutta Commission.

“ The Commission will, I hope, begin its labours next November. Iis
exact size and constitution has not yet been settled, but I am glad to be able
to tell you that I have secured as its President the distinguished-edueationist,
Dr. Michael Sadler, the Vice-Chancellor of Leeds University., As those of you
who are interested in education are aware, Dr. Sadler was for many years
Direotor of Special Enquiries and Reports in the English Education Depart-
ment and held till lately the Chair for the History and Administration of
Education at the Victoria University of Manchester. In him we have obtain-
ed a first-class authority with an immense fund of information oo educa-
tional problems, and a practical knowledge of their working in large cities
under modern donditions. We may look forward confidently to securing under
his guidance a careful study of University questions in Bengal and useful
suggestions for improvement. A

« Coincident with this Session has come the triumphant progress of our
gallant troops in Mesopotamia. We have all admired the military skill and
determination which has marked the leadership of our Army in the field, and
we cannot forget the gallantry and endurance of the troops throughout the
operations which have taken place under the most trying conditions. We
need not worry over the question to whom, apart from the Generals and Army
in the field, the eredit of those operations is due, but I should be doing less than
justice to.India if I did not briefly touch upon the history of the past year.
The fall of Kut marked the nadir of our fortunes. The Indian Army had
been bled white in providing troops and equipment for four fronts. The break-
down on the medical side in Mesopotamia had brought a storm of obloquy
on Indian administration. The hardships of a summer in Mesopotamia had
decimated and sapped the strength of our troops. The sick pouring into India
had placed a ‘strain on our hospital resources, which were frankly insufficient.
All this had to be remedied. It is not easy for men to concentrate attention
on work when coriticism, some true, much of it based on the flimsiest grounds,
is showering down upon their heads. But the fact remains that the work has
been done, and, so far as our resources have enabled us, I believe we have made
up the deficiencies of a year ago. Am I going beyond the mark when I say
that we ought to pay a tribute to the labours by which the late and the present
Commanders-in-Chief and Army Headquarters have accomplished this and en-
abled General Maude and his heroic companions-in-arms to achieve the success
over which we are rejoicing to~day ? History will some day record its verdict
on these events, and we are too"near to them ourselves to be sure of our judg--
ment, but three stages seem to stand clearly out— '

The first in which India threw all she hﬁd;a.nd far more than had ever
been contemplated, into the great struggle.

The second, the inevitable breakdown, due in part to the exhaustion of
our military resources, in part to adverse fortune.

The third, the patient building up again of the forces which has made
our recent operations possible. ' '

It is easy to be wise after the event, and we to-day can see how things might
have been ordered differently, We hope we have profited by our failures, and
have atoned for them and made provision against their recurrence. ‘

“ And now it is my privilege and pleasure to thank Hon’hle Members for
their attendance and help during this last Session. We shall meet again, God
willing, in Simla, but we shall miss when we re-assemble one familiar face. The
Hon'ble the Home Member hands over Lis office, a8 you know, to Sir William
Vincent next month. I think Hon'ble Members would wish me to offer him
Godspeed and every good fortune in the high office which he will assume
towards the end of the year. Hon'ble Members have from time to time found
themselves in disagreement with the Home Member during the past few years,
but none, I am sure, will deny to him admiration for his great administrative
ability and experience, and his sterling integrity of purpose. It is one of
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the pleasant features of political lifo—and I bave never known it absent—that
men, whatever their opinions, can recognise and acknowledge, when the dust
and sound of strife have subsided, the virtues of those with whom they muy
have profoundly disagreed. I feel then I am . voicing you as well as myoolf
when I wish Sir Beginald Godspeed and gcod-luck.

“ And now for nurselves. Pereun! el impulantur,—the hours pass and
are laid to our account. Our Session is past and over. I trust and hope it will
be accounted to us for righteousness.

“ Before I sit down, let me read to you a message which reached me
yesterday from the Hon’ble Mr. Lloyd-George—

‘I wish, on behalf of the British Government, to express to the Government and the
Eeople of Indis our most sincere gratitude for the magnificent contribution which India
a8 just made to financing of the war. Coming in addition to the enthnsinsm and logalty
manifested throughout India on the outbreak of war and to the invaluable military services
since rendered by the Indian army, this gift is to us & moving proof that lndia shares
whole-heartedly with the other subjects of the Crown in the ideals for which we ars fighting
in this war. That India should come forward of her own accord at this crisis and render
#uch real and opportune assistance {s not only a source of sincers satisfaction to His Majesty’s
Government, but must prodace s better mutusl understanding among all the races and
peoples under the British Crown.” *

The Council adjourned sine die.

A. P. MUDDIMAN,

Secretary to the Government of India,
Legislative Deparimend.
DeLHI:

The 29th March, 1917.

8.G. P, I, Delbi—No, 877 L D.~30-8-1917--760.
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