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PREFACE 

IN 1911 an analytical sarvey. of the, su"oareanes. of the Gurdaspnr 
District was commenced WIth a VIew to ascertain the average sugar 

content of country canes grown under ordinary conditions of cultiva­
tion. The enquiry was to show not only where the best canes were 

- grown, bnt to what extent the different types differed in the composi­
tion of the juice as well as to give some idea of the inJIuence of soil and 
climate. 

As the survey was primarily undertaken to select a site for a 
central refining factory in what was then considered the best sugarcane 
district of the Province, it was of prime importance that our results 
should indicate every vicissitude to which the raw product of the factory 
might be subjected. It consequently includes a very large number of 
analyses of cane, and I have thought it desirable to give these results in 
some ~taiI for futore reference notwithstanding they make the Bulletin 
very bulky. 

At the same time information gained from cultivators in the 
district on the losses occasioned by hard winters and dry 81lIll1II.arS 

indicated the need of prolonging the enquiry over several years so as 
to include bad as well as good seasons. _ 

The resnlts of the enquiry, which has now been pursued for five 
years, show that the time has not yet come when a central refining fac­
tory can be erected in the district with any chance of being a financial 
suCCe&S. I. shall show that the conditions for success of snch a factory 
are not to he found there at the present time, and that, before refining . 
on a manufacturing. seale can be attempted, it will be necessary to 
improve very materially the quality of cane grown bY.the importation 
of better varieties, which must be sufficiently hardy to resist the rigorous 
winter climate of this district and which will give much better yields 
than the cane now being grown there, as well as to improve the soils 
of the district by improved methods of cultivation and by the addition 
of those manurial constituents which the combined study of science and 
farming have shown to be necessary. The average out-turn of stripped 
cane per acre in the district appears to be about 10 tons. This fi!r0r8 ' 
and the average composition of these canes were enough to turn the ~nly 
capitalist really willing and competent to undertake the erection of a 
sugar refinery in the Punjab further south. Thie was Mr. Thomas 
Hughes; Director of the Colonial Sugar Refining Compaoy, Sydney, 
who lvisited the Punjab in 1914 to see if the new canal colony in the 
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Montgomery District would provide a suitable place to start 8u~h a 
factory. 

If we are to refine sugar in the Punjab, we must aim at producing a 
htlllVY yielding cane or a aeries of canes which will ripen in from 8 to 11 
ILflnthe and which will give when ripe a suitable expression for the 
relining proceeses, a juice of sufficient purity to be easily handled in the 
factory. We are a long way from this at preaent though -the testing 
of cane varieties haa been one of the principal objecta of the Gurdaspur 
Experimental Station since its foundation in 1910. 

In 1913, the Government Sugarcane Expert, Dr. Barber, was 
invited to assist in the enquiry by the botaniesl classification of the 
canes of the district and the results of his enquiry will be -found under 
a separate publication.1 

The indigenous methods of cultivation described in Chapter I 
have been written from notes supplied to me by Mr. Southern, and I 
wish to express my indebtedness to this officer for his very able and 
kindly help in all stages of th~ enquiry. 

I am much indebted to Maulvi Fateh-ud-Din, Officiating Deputy 
Director of Agriculture, and his staff for help iu the district and on tho 
Gurdaspur Farm. Many of the figures relating to out-turon, yield of 
g1I1', etc., have been provided by them. 

J also acknowledge the painstaking care of my assistants, Mr. 
D. K. Ambekar, M.A" and Bh. Arjan Singh, L.Ag" who have done 
practically the whole of the sugar assays of this report. 

PUNJAB AGRlOULTUBAL COLLEGE, 

C!!EJ.nOAL LABORATORY, 

June, 1916. 

J. H. BARNES. 

I Barb .... C. A. M_. Dept. .JI, ..... bulitt, BGI. &r., Tol VII, 1>0. I. 



CONTENTS 
PAGlf 

CluPru L-Tm; GURDASPUa DISTRI01" AlfD 'l'l[B nrnmBlfOtrS IlBl'EODS " 

CAlB-OBOWING P'llA.CTISKD TIIBBJL 

I. Theclimate 
l!. The..,;) • .' 

1 
1 
2 

3.. Distribution of the varieties of canes grown in the district 5 
4. Prepan.tion of th.land 13 
6. Rotation followed 14. 
aMAn~ 14 
7. Planting and seed rat.e 16 
S. Cultivation of tho arop 16 
9. Irrigation eyatem in vogue ~d the quantity of water _ for 

the growth of the cane • 17 
10. Harvesting and the length of the ..... n 23 
11. Yleldsperaem 23 
12. DiS('88eS and peste.... 28 

CB.lPrBB R--HAlIflJIfA.<mJRB: WORK1llG UP TBlII RAW l"RODl101'. 

L _,on of the juice 
2. Bolling the juice 
& Sugar prodnote end their compoaition • 
4. Yield of 9"'" end _in the gur 
6. Losses of ouge< in the menufBctming proceosee 

". 
• 

Ciu..Pru m---cxmnOAL COlIPOSlTJOl'f OF DIi7BBDT 'I".&lII3TlBS 0 .. O.urBS 

GILOWB' llf 'l'IIB DlSTBIO'r# 4 

1. System followed for....,ptiIIg the ...... and IOC<Jrdiog the reeulte • 
2. The composition of the ditl&ent types of canes grown for the aeuons 

1911·12 to 1915·16 " . 
3. Climatio e1Iect OD. the oomposition of the cane juice 

C!uPrBB IV.'-Tn SUGAR U-ADB I!f 'r'RB DlSTBlor. 

1. Total produetion from the Gurdaspur and other diatriote of the pro-
vince, . 

t.. Infi1l£'DOO of imported be3t sugar on oa.ne eultivation.iA the Punjab 
'& E>poltofouge<produote • 

4. Nature of ouge<importe 
Ii. Price: _ goveming the ftuetuation of prioaa of ouge< prodnote 

CKAP'fBB. V.-lKPBovDmNT 0. '1'BlI znsorJlfG INDUSTRY .. 

L Low yielde of cane: A consideration of the various oaU881 contri- . 

buting to this reeult 

.' 3. The ClOps in competition with cane • • 
4. flurtailment of theloeaee taking plene in the mallufaotnre of "'filii" 
5. Cost of production of tho oane end the Fie<> at which it could he 

enppllod 10 • faoIory • 

29 
29 
33 
37 
39 
40 

47 
55 

62 

62 
63 
68 
66 
72 

76 

76 

91 
92 
96 


