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Prefatory Note. 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 

1862-1868. 

THE papers in this section are naturally of a very varied nature. As the 

province develops the originally simple ffuancial machinery becomes more and 
more complex. Customs played a large part in the finance of those early days 

and the weekly returns of the salt excise are of some interest, as are those of 
opium. 

The number of looal treasuries steadily increased ,during the period and 
one feature is the introduction of the system of Money Orders in 1866. In 1868 

we have the proposal for the establishment of il ~. Peoples Ba"nk " at Amritsar 

but the scheme was not looked on with favour by the authorities. 

Pensions and gratuities awarded occul?Y a very large spaco in the series. 
Another feature of the period is the way in which the Punjab was infested with 

wild beasts at this time. Each Deputy Commissioner had at his disposal a fund 

for the destruction of wild beasts and judging by the frequent applications for 
increase under this head of allotment, a vigorous destruction must have been 

going on and this is the case in nearly all Districts. 

LABORR: 

October 1928, 

H. L. O. GARRETT, 

K.eeper oj the Records oj the GovernmenC 
oj the Punjab. 
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