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PREFACE.

An attempt has been made in this brochure to make a study
of the cotton mill industry as far as Bengal is concerned. Few
other industries in recent years have engaged greater attention
or wider interest of the people of the province, as it is generally
believed—and perhaps not wunreasonably so—that cotton
mills possess immense possibilities in Bengal. This monograph
would give an idea, supported by facts and figures as far as
possible, of the development of the industry in this province
which, by the way, happens to be the home of the first cotton
mill on the Indian soil. These figures have been supplied, on
request, by the management of the individual mills and I have
had to depend on them for their accuracy. Suggestions for
incorporation in the future editions, if any, of this brochure
with a view to making it more informative will be welcomed.

My acknowledgments are due to the authors from whose
books and articles I have freely reproduced on material points
and I am grateful to Mr. M. P. Gandhi, lately of the Indian
Chamber of Commerce, Calcutta, and Mr. J. N. Sarker of
the Amrita Bazar Patrika, for having helped me with their
valuable advice whenever I had had occasion to approach
them for the purpose. To Mr. A. T. Weston, formerly
Director of Industries, Bengal, and Mr. 8. C. Mitter, my
present chief, I am very deeply indebted indeed for affording
me all facilities for the compilation of this monograph.

) MUKUL GUPTA, .
Personal Assistant to the Director of Industries, Bengal.

CALCUTTA,
The 1st September, 1937.



