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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE_ 

RESOLUTION. 

TARIFF.S. 

Delhi, the 28th March 1925. 
No. 3S-T. (2).-The Government of India have received a 

number of representations to the effect that the development of 
certain industries in India is hampered by the fact that the duty 
on the finished article is lower than the duty on the materi(\ls 
which have to be imported for the manufacture of that article. 
A. list- of such representations is appended to tbis Resolution: The 
representations will now be referred to the Tariff Board. It is 
requested to examine these representations and any others of " 
similar nature which may be brought to its notice and to make 
such recommendations, whether general or special, as it thinks fit. 

2. Firms or persons interested in the above enquiry should 
address their representations direct t<l the Secretary of the Tariff 
Board. 

ORDER.-Ordered that a copy of the above Resolution be com
municated to all Local Governments and Administrations, an 
Departments of the Government of India, the Director General of 
Commercial Intelligence, the Indian Trade Commissioner in London 
and the Secretary of the Tariff Board. 

Ordered also that it b. published in the Gazette· of India. 

D. T. CHADWICK, 
Secy. to the Govt. of India • 

• Not printed. 
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Pres. CommuDiqu6 issued by the Tarilf Board, OD the 29th July, 
1927. . 

rhe Type-making ind1lBt~y in 1 nrJAa. • 

The Indian Tariff Board has received an application from the 
Hindustani Type Foundry, Allahabad, askinll' that measures be 
taken to assist the type-making industry in IndIa either by lowering 
the existinll' 15 per cent. import duty upon the metals from which 
their ~ype IS made. or by increasing the present 2! per cent. duty 
upon Imported type. 

A questionnaire has been drawn up and issued to the firm, and 
firms or persons interested in this question, who desire that their 
views should be considered bv the Board, should address their re
presentations to the Board's Secretary at No.1, Council House 
Street, Calcutta, before the 20th August next, at the same time 
stating if they wish to give oral evidence. 

C. B. B. CLEE, 
. SeCf'etary. Ta1'ilf Boa~d. 
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QautioDDllire issued by the Tariff Boerd OR the 29th July 1927. 

1. What are the constituent materials of type metal and in what 
proportion are they mixed? 

2. Which of the constituent materials are produced in India? 
3. Are there to your knowledge any firms in India which manu

facture type metal for .'ale? 
4. Has your firm ever manufactured type metal? If so, what 

ouantity )".ve you manufactured in each of the last five years, 
and what quantities of the constituent materials did you use? 

5. What quantities of type metal made by your own firm have 
_ you used in each of the last live years? 

6. What quantities of type metal have you imported, and what 
quantities of imported type metal have you used in each of the 
last five years? • 

';. From what l'ountry 01' countries do you usually import type 
metal? 

8. "'hat is the present cost of imported type metal

la) c.i.f. Calcutta; 
(b) landed at your factory aft .. r payment of duty, landing 

charges and transport to works P 

9. What percentage of type metal is wasted in the manufacture 
of t~'pe? 

10. What was the output of tvpe from your foundry in each of 
the l,,:sl five years and what woujd be the output whe'; working to 
capaCIty? 

11. What ;was the. works rost. per cwl. of type during the last 
romplete year. WOl'kmll? To what extent. would t.he works cost 
pl'ohably be reduced if the foundry were working t" capacity? 

N.B.-The works cost should be shown under the two head~ 

(0) coot of type .. etal; 
{b) ('ost above type metal. 

The works cost includes aU items of etpenditure excepfr
(i) Depreciation; 

(i i) Interest on ?:orking ca.pital; 
(iii) Agency and head offics charges (if any). 

12. Whilt i. the amount. of the .fixed capital expenditure ",. 
currell. in respect of the type foundry on-

(a) buildings, 
(b) machin",\' and plant, 
(c) other items (if any)? 

13. What is the amount required to be set aside annually a. 
depreciation on buildings and machinery at income tax rates? 

N.H.-The rates at which depreciation haB been allowed for in the pUt 
should be sepa.rately stated for buildinp and machinery. 



. 14. What sum do you l'equire as working capital for the type 
foundry--!· , 

(a) with your present output, 
(b) when working to capacity? 

15. At what rates is interest payable on the working capital 
you borrow? 

16. What e';penditure (if any) do you incur annuaHy on agency 
and head office charges P 

17. Please give the present prices c.Lf. Calcutta or port of 
entry of-

(1) Imported type made in England. 
(2) Imported type made in America. 
(3) Imported (ype made in Germany. 

18. Please give the present seIling price of the type made in 
your factory. 

19. If German type is not inferior to English or American, how 
ie that you are able to realize a price higher by 4 annas a lb. for 
your type? 

20. Do you claim that tbe type made in your foundry from im
ported type metal is equal in quality w-

(a) British and American type. 
(b) German type? 

21. What other type foundries to your knowledge exist in 
India? 

22. Can tYfe metal be used for any other purpose except the 
manufacture 0 type P 

23. Is foreign competition confined to English type or is it also 
felt in resl?ect of Indian vernacular type? In the latter case ie 
the competition as keen as it i. in respect of English type P . 

24. What proportions of the type you manufacture are repre
sented by_ 

(a) EngliRh type, 
(b) Indian vernaculru type? 

25. If effect is given to your proposal that imported type metal 
should be admitted free of duty, how should such metal be defined 
for tarill' purposes P 

• 



Hindllltani Type Foundry, Allahabad. 

A.-WIUTTBN. 

(1) R.pr ..... t"t;." t. the G ••• rnme"t .1 India, Oommerce and Indudri •• 
Depart".."t, Simla. 

As Managing Director of the Allahabad Law Journal tJompany Limited, 
Allahabad, I beg to make the following representation to YOll on behalf of 
my Company for coll&ideratioD of the Government of India. 

The Allahabad Law Journal Press is a well-established print.ing and 
publishing concern which hu been running its business successfully since the 
last 21 years. 

In 1919 to help the growth of indigenous industries, the' Company added 
to its other departments 8 Type Foundry caned the Hindustani Type Foundry 
with an investment of about 8 lakh of rupees. The genuineness and the public 
nature of the enterprise has been appreeiated by the United Provinces Gove .. n. 
ment who on an application being made by the Company kindly consented to 
grant it a loan of RB. 22,000 (re-payable in 5 yea1'8 @ 7 per cent. per annum) 
in DeCember lute 

But inspit.e of this patronage and encouragement, this Company finds it 
at present diffioult to compete with type foundries outside_ India on equal 
terms for the re88Ol1B which I beg to detail below:-

IJ1he revival of German commerce is adversely hitting many of the indi
genous industries but none more BO than the type-making industry. 

The prices at which types are sold at present range as follows:-

English imported type 2-8 per Ih. 
American 2-8 pr,r lb. 
German 1-0 per lb. 
Our type manufactured from imported type metal 1--4 per Ib. 

The German types are capturing the market because they are Bold at 
ridiculously low prices R8 compared with similar types of other makes. It is 
also claimed for them that this type is in no way inferior to English 01' 

American types. To compete with these, the indigenous foundries must use 
imported raw materials. Indigenous type metals of the same quality are 
not available. But unfortunately on this raw material there is an imporl 
duty of 15 per cent. which practically makes it impossible for .indigenous 
manufactures to compete with foreign material the more so as the duty OD 

imported ready-made type is only 2l per cent. 
Aa the policy of the Government is to lielp indigenous industries, I am 

inviting your attention to this anomaly.) with the hope and the earnest request 
that it will be removed. Either the import duty (,n the raw material 'be 
altogether removed, or if this is considered inadvisable in the interest of 
the Indian metal manufacturers then the duty on imported types be raised to 
16 por cont. 

If nothing is done in this direction the result will be that both Americ&D 
and English types will be altogether driven out from the market and the 
Indian Type Foundries will have to close down or to content themselves with 
casting type of an inf~rior quality with indigenous raw material. This will 
mean the deterioration and the final stoppage of the whole indUlltry. 

We are f .. ling tho strain of tho unequal oontest and we respectfull, 
approach the Government of India with the request to take BOme steps to make 
UI and othen in our predieament to build up successfully an industry in "hiob 
we have invested so much capital and the development of which baa beau 
... IiMd \>y the Government to be in the beet interest of t.hecountry. 
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We are enclosing herewith two extncts frODl our II Visitors I Book"· 
containing the opinion of I'D eminen~ America.n Type, Foundry Expert and 
an English Printer'or Engiuer, whielt Ivill.peak for-theinselves. 

_ Enclosure. 

True copies 01 opinions of two expert' Engineers'who visited o'U'r Type FoundT'JI 
, Oft t~. latl> MIM'M 19B5 . 

. (Copied from our .H Visitors' Book".) 

(1) 

Since leaving Chicago, United States of America, July 12th 1924, 1 have 
vi£ited Japan, China, Hongkong, Manila and Australia; since my arriva.l in 
l1>dia, I have visited Madr ... , Bangalore, Mysore City, Calcutta, Patn", lU'.d 
Allahabad. 

My mission is, primarilY7 to see that users of the Thompson TYPSt Lead 
and Rule Caster are getting the fullest advantage of the maohine they have 
purchased, and further, to" study the methods and' .requirements of each 
country I visit. .. 

M.y experience as a practical type founder of type making machil!.e8 extenus 
,o'oor' B period of forty yean. 

'lh~ most modern and efficient type foundry it has been my pleasure-to 
visit in India is the Hindustani Type Foundry at Allahabad, its management 
is ideal and the type they produce is a credit to thomselv .. and the Thompson 
Type Caster. 

o The quality of their products proves our contention that the b~i8 of good 
durable types must be good metal. -' 

~BABAD, 

lfarch 13th, 1915 

P. G. NURENBERGER, 
Vice.Pre.lde .. t. 

THOMPSON TYPE MACHINE CO., 

Chicago, U. 8: A. 

(2) 

My visit to the AUahabad Law J ourDal gave me much pleasure. 
I found the foundry equipped with high cia. ... modern machinery which was 

handled in an effioient manner. .' , 
The product was of good quality both as regardS shape and met.1 aDd the 

whole concern impressed me as ODe of the most enterprising in India. 

G. DOUGLAS JEAVONS, 
, . Engineer to 

M .. ,trI. Joh" Dicki",on afl,d Co., Ld., 
lfadraa. 

(2) Letter dated SMh SeptrmbeJ', 192.j: ,,. 
EliClo.ed pl ..... lind 8 oopy of the repr .. entlWtion • eent to tho Go~ernment 

of India. We have beeD directed by them to send you ,one ropy fur the 
'coh'siderntioD of the Board.' 'I 

* Seo Statement (1). 
': -, 
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(8) Letter, dated 5th September 19!t7. 

, With reference to YQur le~r~ dated the 28th. July 1927, No. 648, we 
are sending the answers as far as we have ascertalUed and also the balanCE' 
Iheets· of foW' years. 

REPLIB8 TO' qUBSTI()l\o'NA.IRB • 

• f ' 1. Lead tin, antimony, ooppeI". There IU'9 Dum~rous form.~. Th, iMI~t~ 
class of tYJ'9 metals contain higher percentage of tin and antimony. 

2. Lead only is produced in India. . 
8. No, not to our knowledge. 
4. Y EEl, not much as it costs U6· more than the same quality of imported 

~~ " " -
5. Not even a ton. 
6. Approximately ahout.six tons .every year. 
1. Engla.nd. 
8. (a) £60 par ion. 
(b) £60 pi ... about Rs. 200. This includea duty, landing charges, rail • ..,. 

freight, octroi at Allahabad and cartage, etc. 
9. 6 to 12 per cent. 
10. We started both in 1922. Our output in 1923 was 20,000 Ibs.; 1924,. 

18,000 lbo.; 1925, 22,000 lbo. and 1926, ~,OOO lbo. 
11. (a) Rs. 84 per em. ' 
(b) About 25 per cen,t. 
12. (a) Nil. 
(b) About Rs. 60,000. 
(e) Rs. 15,000. 
18. 
14. (a) At least one lakh and fifty thousand. 
(b) Two lakhs. 

15. 9 per cent. 
16. We have no agency. There is only 'one office where the charges on 

this head are about 3,600 rupees a year. 
17. German 12 Pt. (Standard), As. 18-9 par lb.; oth .... could no~ be 

ascertained. " 
18. Rs. 14 per lb. of 12 Pt. type (this is the standard, there are other 

sizes also which sell at different prices) made of type metal imported from 
England. 

19. English metal has still a Dame in the market for durability and th~ 
fore "'-e are able to sell at otU' price but our customers, who have also 
bought some German type as an experiment after receiving assurances from 
'their agent, report that German type, English type and our type made of 
English imported metal hS\"'8 been showing equally good results. 'We are 
not receiving orders now as we used to receive before and whenever we have 
approached we have been t,old that our type is very expensive and German. 
type, tbough cheaper, is in no way inferior. 

20. Yea. 
21. GujaToti 1ype Foundry, Bombay' Letter Foundry, Nirnayasagar, 

Bombay, Kalika Type Foundry, Calcutta, Eastern Type Foundry, Calcutta. 
Madras Type Foundry. 

22. No, Dot to our knowledge. 
23. English type. There is no competition. 
24. About i English and t Vernacular. 
25. Type metal. 

• Not printed. 
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HINDUSTANI TYPE FOUNDRY. 

Evide_ of Mr. KRlSHNA PRASAD DAR recorded at ~mba~ OD 

Fr,day, the 14th December, 1928. 

Preliminary. 

P, .. um.t.-Are you the same as the Allahabad I.&w loumal Com,...,. 
Limi'-'<l? • Mr. Dar.-Yee. We have two departments. We have one department; 
Imown as the AIlababad I.&w lournal Press; then we have OI1e deparf;men' 
Imown as Hindustani Type Foundry. thM is the type ceeting depa<tmenL 

Pr .. id ... t.-They &1"8 aU members of the Allahabad Law Joumal Company. 
Limi'-'<l. 

Mr. Dar.-Yee. 
Dr. MattMi.-When was the Hindustani Type Foundry formed? 
Mr. Dar.-In the :r- 19"22. 
Dr. MattMi.-I take it that the Allahabad 1.&... Journal Company .... 

fonned much _Ii ..... 
Mr. Dar.-Yes. it W88 formed in the year 191~ut two years earlier 

than the Type Foundry. But the Allahabad Law Joumal Press was started 
about 24 ysars ago. 

P, .. id.n!.-T~ is 10 say. it was started in 19()4, or 1905. 
Mr. Dar.-Y.... . 
P,.adent.-ls it still running? 
Mr. D.r.-y .... thM is the only paying department of the Allahabad La .. 

Journal C<lIIlpany. Limited. Ths Type Foundry Department is 1l0li paying 
IIDd thM is why we ask for protection. 

P, .. id ... t.-Are yeu the Manager or Managing Director? 
Yr. Dar.-I am the Secretary of the Company and also the Manager of th. 

Press and the Type Foundry. 
P, .. id.nt.-Besides printing the I.&w Journal. do you do lIDy other priating 

work? 
Mr. Dar.-Heaps of job work. printing books. etc. He .... is • sample of 

our printing work (handed in the Catalogue). The whole eataIogue was prin'-'<l 
in our works. 

TerllU 0/ re./ereace. 

Pr .. id..u.-This enquiry is aomewha& limited. Undo< our terms of refer
'8Dce we have got to consider 8I1y tariff inequalities that may exist, that is 
to say I if your raw materials have to pay a higher duty \baa the finished 
artide. t~ is an obvious anomaly which the Govemment would like 10 
remove. 

Mr. Dar.-But that would not improve our situation in. any l\""&y. How 
wiU yeu protect this induslry by only removing Ibe duty OIP the raw mMerial? 

P, •• id,.I.-Th.t is the point. 

Mr. D4r.-If you remove the duty on the raw material. i\ will beoefit 
UR to • t'ertain extent. bu' t.he raw material is used througboui India for 
oUter p"'poseo. Take the .ase of lead. antimony. etc.. 

Dr. MaltluU.-By • raw material' u.. President meant type metal. 
P,.oid.nt.-You use imported type metal. dOD't you? 
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Mr. lJar.-We don't use much because it does not pay us to use foreign 
type m.tal. 

Pr6,ident.-What do you use now? -
Mr. Dar.-W. us. country mad. type m.tal to " large extOilt and imported 

type metal to a. certain e.:dent. 
Dr. Matthai.-Ill your reply to the questionnaire you say that you import 

approximately 6 tons .very yoar. 
MT. Dar.-Yes, that was about two years ago. We have stopped. it now 

because there is 80 sale. We cannot sell types made from English type 
metal. 

Dr. MtJtthai.-Wes it English type m.ta1 that you used to import? 
MT. DaT.-Foreign-EngliBh or German. 
Dr. Matthai.-Now, I suppose on account of competition from GermaD., 

),ou have to get very cheap type metal. 
Mr. Dar.-Yes. 
Pre.ident.-Do you find it cheaper to make your own type metal' 
Mr. Dar,-The customer does not like the type. There is no demand for 

it. Even if we can do it cheap-which of course we c8.DD.ot--tha customer 
do.. not want that type because h. fiads that our type does not last long. 

Prarid.nt.-Do you m.... the type made out of COWltry type metal? 
Mr. Dar.-Yes. The country made atuff is only a type metal in name. 

All the .crep that can be got is melted down and made into a sort; of typ4! 
mekJ and .old. 

Pr6,idcn.t.-What kind of scrap? 
Mr. Dar.-Lead. Even Henl.y'. Wire is melted down. 
Pr •• idenl.-That would Bot make a good type m.taI. 
Mr. Dar.-No. 
Pr~,;dtln.t.-What is your proposition then? 
Mr. Dar.-We want proteetion for & period of :five or ten years to enable 

us to eatablish ourselves in the market. 
Pre.ide"t.-All these metals are imported. 
Mr. Dar.-That is true but 88 we get more and more orders, we will 

manufacture on a large scale and thus redU("8 our production coet. 
Pruident.-That would mean that there is a big demand in the oouatry. 
Mr. DaT.-There is a growing demand in the country. About five ye&nI 

ago there were only about 60 presses in Allahabad but now there are over a 
hundred. 

Presidtnt.-There has not been very much increase in the imports of type. 
On the contrary. the imports have gone dow.. 

Dr. M.tthai.-Th. total quantity of !;-Jl1O m.ta1 imported into India in 
1927-28 was roughly about 800 tons. , 

Mr. Dor.-Y .. , that is imported type metal. 
Dr. Motthai.-And the total quantity ,of printing type imported was about 

70 tons. 
Mr. Dar.-Th. demaud for types in India is supplied by type foundri .. 

in India itaelf. • . 
PT6,ident.-Tben there is not really very much foreign oompetition. 

Mr. Dar.-Why not? The,. i. specially o"rman oompetition. Imports 
from Gennany are considerably higher DOW. 

Dr. Mattl,ai.-Have you tried to make an estimate of iiIe totel quantity 
of printing type made in India? 

Mr. Dar.-I be1i&ve it is about 85 or 87 per cent. 
Dr. Matthai.~f what' 
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]IT. DOT .-1 me... the typ.. made and supplied in India will be about 85' 
per cent. of the country's dem8Jld. 

DT. Matthai.-What do you consider th .. toW con.umption of printing 
type in India.? The Indian Merchants' Chamber has estimated tha.t. it is 
abouo 16 Iakhe of pound •. 

MT. DaT.-I could not give you the exact figure. 
DT. Matlhai.-That i. roughly about 700 tons a year. That is the estimate 

given to us by the Jndi,an Merchants' Chamber. 
Mr. D.T.-I could not tell you the exact figure but this much I ....... y 

that between 80 and 90 per cent. of the type. used by all the pr..... in the 
United Provinces aud the Punjab ara made by Indian type foundries. 

p ... ident.-So far as you are concerned you have got. a very great ad
,,,antage over the foreign manufacturer in this respect that he will have to 
"ay freight from the port to Allababad. . 

Mr. Dar.-The freight from the CaJcutta Jetty to Allababad is leos than 
the freight from Howrab to Allababad. We have a complaiJo.t in respect of 
freight also. The inland freight is more than the freight from the port 
dire"" 

PreBident.-But in any case he will have to pay BOme freight before he 
reaches your Allababad market. 

Mr. D"",--'-Yas, he has to. But look at the ricliculonsly low price that 
he gets for hi. types. He gets about or a little over 9 annas per lb. If I 
..... a to import Oerman typas of Ol'dinary quality I would have to pay only 
V annaa or 9 annae 6 pies per lb. 

PT .. jslent.-Where? 
Mr. DaT.-In Bombay. To that can be added freight aud profit and yet 

tbeee foreip Oerman types can be eold ch .. per in competition with ua in 
Allahabad. 

Dr.· MaUhai.-You gave us a figure of 18 ann .... 
N. D.r.--:That was the price. Now it has been reduced. 
Dr. Matthai.-What is the price of Oerman type 12 point? 
Mr. Da,·.-ll nnnas in AlIah.bod. The Indian Press Limited, Allahabad, 

uae<l to buy our types but now they have gone in for German types because 
tlle price is 6 snUBS cheaper. 

Prp.8ident.-Can you explain why the German type is 80 much cheaper? 
Mr. DaT.-It is due to mass production. If we were to get large orders, 

we \\ould also be able to reduce our cost. We are not getting orders and 
eOll~equelltly we have stopped casting English types. Formerly we used 
to make, 88 've said in our replies to the questionnaire, two-thirda English 
and one.third vemaMllar type~. But now we are doing less than one-third 
English and more thall two-thirds vernacular types. 

Prf!ltident.-Is that due to the eompet"ition from Germany? 

Mr. Dor.-Yes, and the local industry is being wiped out. We do not 
feaf English or Amerk~an competition because their standard of price is 
bigher and their quality also is bett~r. But the German type is not 88 good 
8d the English or American type. The Germans are dumping their types 
in India and they have replaced the English to a certain extent, hecause the 
Iud ian market is Buit-ed for cheap Jl:oducta. • 

p,..id.nt.-Thls import.ad type metal that you are using, how much 
cheaper i. it than the imported type? 

Mr. Dar.-50 per oent. cheaper. 

P",idont.-In spite of that, you are finding It impossible. 

MT. Dar.-Yes, because our coots are higher as. we cannot manufacture 
em • large ocal.. .-

P,eoid.nl.-Wherein doee the economy com.? 
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. : . MT. Dar.-We have got automatic mBC'hines. SupposiIig, we 'start etist!D-g 
v.ith a matriX say at half 'past eight or aine in the morning, eveft allowwg 
for an int8naI of ODe hoUr in the da.y, at 5 o'clock in the evening we c8Il 
get· at least 100 lb.. of finished type; whe..... if we had a heading tyro 
we would get at the most 26. or 80 lhe. You can· ... how ~. it llOduceo 
the oost of production. We think that we will get more orders if the- German 
types are checked to a certain extent at least for a certain number of years 
till we establish ourselves in the market. 

Prc.ident.-Let UB examine the poeitiOll. First of· all tet us take', the 
question of the removal of the duty on the type metal..- You use a. certain 
amouut of imported type metal, don't~? 

3Ir. Daf'.-We use very little of English type metal .. 'Ye use abo~t OIfe 
ton every six or eight months. ' . . ..:. ~ "l, / 

. Dr. Matthai.-What is the total tonnage of type metal that you u.e in 
a year? 

M •• Da •. -SO,OOO lhe. 
Dr. Matthai.-That is to say about 15 tons a yeaT. 
Air. Da •. -About 13 toua. y ...... 
Dr. Matthai.-How much of that do you now import? 
Mr. Dar.-Not more than 2 tons at the most. It may not be even two 

tous because we have now nearly stopped importing altogether as nobody pays 
the price. 

p, .. iden.t.-Tbe wbola point is thi!':l. If ~1 made :vour own type metal 
unless that type metal w8B of the same quality as -the type ·metal out of 
which the German types are (o88t, naturally you 'Would get 8 lower pries. 

AIr. Dar.-Yes. 
Pruide"t.-The point then is wbether you' can at present'inne 'suc&·· '!lOOd 

lIype metal 88 :rou can import. _. r 
Mr. 'Dar.-We have ordpred for a type metal !:ImeUing fUMsC"e. We are 

going. to make type metal of a certain Rt,andard and we thillk that we 'can 
make in India 88 ~ 8 type metal 8R it is made in England or Gennany. 
It is not a difficult matter. We·oan have samples analysed in 8 ehemieal 
laboratory. We can eas.iJy find it ouil. It is not {at all difficult. Further 
from the experience- we have had during the last six or sevea years we know 
what metal is required 'for Hindi types, and so 011. 

he6ident.-You have got your own formula. 
Mr. Dor.-Yes. Even the British type smelters do not bide their 

formula. They Bay that a certain si8l1dard of Type Metal contains 70 per 
('ent. l&ad, 20 per cent. antimony and 10 per cent. till and so· 00. The 
formula is not hidden. The diffil"ulty arises only in the mixing of _metals 
wit.h any loss of important metals. That also, can be done. It is J:t.ot a 
diftkult ,mat.ter. . 

Dr. Jlottlaai.-Does it eom.e to this: supposing we decide to give -.ou 
relief in the shape of eomplete removal of the present duty 00. type metal. 
you would be BBt·isfied? 

AI,. • .por.-No. it would not mate-riaBy help us beC'au~e we see the pric@8 
are eommg down gradually. It has c.ome down to about 9 annas c.Lt 
Bombay. 

Dr . .votthni.-The pl)/';ition' is this. As the President pointed out this 
enquiry has been referred to us b~' the Govemment of India t und~r the 
resolution about taritJ inequality. That· is to sav. VDU are not ·hert aa 
apph('ant for protection. You are an a}lp1iC"8nt 'htore for the remova' of 
t9.ritf inf>quality. On the type metal you make in the eotiritry you do not 
l'RY aDy duty. I 

Mr. Dar.-We pay octroi. 
Dr. Mat#A.ai.-You do not pay any Customs duty at present on the type 

metal that you use. To blake the-type loetal 10<'ally you buy only se"'rap 
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or disused type and you are I!aying no duty on ~ Therefore if imported 
type pays 2t per cent. duty. .t means that there is no tariJI inequality. n 
may be thet there is a C888 for protection but that caee is. Dot before us 
just now. 

Mr. Da •. -How are we to .ave our industry from being crushed by GennOD 
competition ? 

The que.tio" 0/ pTot.ction. 

Pr.lid ... t.-We are prepared to examine the position. thougb it is nob 
covered by the terms of reference. We will see what can be done. The 
whole J?Oint is this. So far .. the use of ordinary .. rap that you get in the 
oozar 18 coocemed. you can hardly claim that from the point of view of 
quanty the ordinary consumer would eccept it eo the equavalent of foreign 
type. He would Bay that it is not the same. 

Mr. D.r.-He will say that. 
PTBBidBnt.-He will have reason for saying that;. Tb&refore you must be 

prepared to put your case on the footing that you will make your own type 
metal by using the same sort of meteJs as the German manufacturem use~ 
It is on that footing perhaps that we may be prepared to consider your ease. 
Ae regards any type made out of scrap and all that. realiy the two things 
are not comparable. You will admit that, I am sure. 

Mr. DaT.-y .... I do. 
Pruid ... I.-You C"""at expect Ii .• CODsumer to buy your type made out 

of Bcrap. We should be prepared to considel'-though .it is not covered by 
our terms of reference-whether prot.ectioo. is required, if you were to make 
your own type out of lead. antimony and other things. and for that "".8ot11 
we shall require some more figures than you have given. 

Mr. D.r.-In what respect? 
Pruident.-You would have to give us the eost of the raw materialtt~ 

Take a pound of type for instance. We would like to know what ingredients 
you would require and the amount of each, e.g., lead, antimony, tin and so 
00. Let ue take 12 point for the .eke of illustration. 

Mr. Dar.-It will coot about 6 ann .. ? 
Pr •• id.nl.-How do you get this figure? 
Mr. Dar.-That is the present price we pay for English type metal. 

Pr •• id."t.-What cost would you be able to produce your type metal at I" 
Mr. Dar.-At leaet at 6 ann ... 
Pr •• id.nt.-WiU you be able to do it? 
Mr. Dar.-y .... 
Pr •• ident.-How? 
Mr. Dar.-In AllabBbad lead is selling at Ro. 17.8.0 to Ro. 18 per maund. 

that is about 8 &nnas a lb. Of course if we were importing direct we would 
got it cheaper. Then tin is selling at Ro. 164 per cwt. that is Ro. 1-8-0 
per lh. Antimony we are getting at Ro. 4Jl per owt. Of course there is 
fluctuation in the market but that is the present rate. It vorl .. from Ro. 45 
to Ro. 60; that iB about 6 annae ·0 lb. }O'or good type metal our formula ;" 
65, 25, 10. 

PreBident.-And the wastage is about 5 per cent. I suppose? 
Mr. Dar.-No; only about Ii to 2t per cent. 
Pr.lid ... t.-What does it come to? 
II,. D., -Lead will cost Ro. 14 11 0 

A.timon, • Ro 10 0 0 
Tin . Ro. 14 0 0 

TOTAL . Ba.88 00 

for 615 per cent. 
., 25 per C8llt. 

" 10 per cent .. 
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If we add to it Rs. 1-5-0 for wastage it comes to slightly over 6 aona&,. 
but if we buy in bulk we eBll make it cheaper. Then again when we mb:: 
~]y 100 the wastage is more. 

\ P, •• id.nt.-This would include the freight from lIumbay 10 Allahabad? 
',.Mr. Dar.-This is the price of the 'Virgin metal at Allahabad. 
preBident.-But if you bought it in Bombay' 
Mr. D.r.-If I buy in bulk there ,,·ill be a saving of about Rs. 5 per· 

cwt. in tin. 
p, .. Uknt.-Supposing your foundry was in Bombay whBtwouid be th .. 

saving effected? 
Mr", lJar.-I will ~8ve 8 lot in type metal, at least an anna per lb. 
Pr .. id .. t.-Then it will be about 5 ann .. in that .... ? 
Mr. DtlT.-Ye9. 
President.-That includes a duty of 115 per cent. at present on lead, tin 

and antimony. 15 per cent. of 5 8llna~. is 9 pies. Th&t is the duty. There
fore, 80 far 88 you are concerned, you are at a disadvantage of 9 pies per
lb. by the fact of this duty for the type me!al only. 

Mr. Dor.-Yes. .... 
PTuidttnt.-Jf you take the e.i.f. price of the imported German type at 9-

&nDas this 9 pies is equal to about 7+ tb 8 per cent. 80 that so far as this
metal is concerned, if the duty w .. raiood by 7! 10 8 per cent. on the type,. 
the present inequality would disappear, 

MT. Du.-They have another advantage namely the exchange. We have 
to sell according to the rupee value and the consumer of the imported stuff
buys at the shilling value and he has an advantage there. 

PTs.idsftt.-You will &Iso buy your metal at 11. 6d. and you will also .. 
benefit. Instead of paying 10. 4d. you pay la. 6<1. 

MY'. DaT.-But the manufactured product inoreases in value. 
Pr .. id ... t.-It doee not, The position roughly is this. Taking inlo. 

account merely the duty on the various metals that you use. a duty of 7t 
to 8 per cent. or something like that would equalize you. 

MT. DaT.-It would equalize the production of raw type metal in India. 
Pn.id8nt.-Now we oome to the Dot part. Your metal costs you 6 annaa. 

in Allahabad and 6 ann.. at the port? 
Mr. DaY'.-Yes. 
Pr .. id •• t.-Aa regards worka coat you don't give it at all. 
MY'. Dar.-I have worked that out now. Times have changed since W6-

repreaentod two yeara ago. I have got the detail. now. C .. ting of typea. 
coat us 6 anDaa a lb. minimum. 

Pre.id ... t,-What do you take the type at? 
Mr. Dar.-40,OOO lbo. at present. 
PTsaid8rd.-What is your capacity? 
MY'. Dot .-We can increase it up to 6O,()()() lhe. a year. 
Pr8lid8nt.-How do you arrive at this cost of 6 8XlDaa? 
Mr. Dar.-My Iotal OOIlt in fuel, kerosine oil, direst department expenaea,. 

ealaries. 
Pr •• id."I.-As. 6 you say is the worka ocet. Will you &end us the details' 
MY'. Dat.-Yes. 
Pruid ... t,-Then 011 lop of that you have got 10 odd depreeiati"" and' 

profit. 
Mr. Der.-W. have ROt • canvaeaer 10 look after the sal .. and sometim .. 

. we have to pay oommissi01l. That. we have aooounted 88 10 per cent. com ... 
misaion. Thu ........ 10 1·1 onn... Inkreo' OIl our oullay com.. In.. 
All. lt8. -
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Pr68ids"t.-Is that on yoU!' present prod~~tjon 7 
Mr. Da.f'.-Yes. 
PT"idetlt.-Depreci"~ioD ? 
Mr. Dar.-O .. an 'average we put it at S "or cent. That comes to As. 2'5. 

'l'ben we have sundry charges,. l.Osses in castIngs and we put in at one anna. 
Then we require stock to keep so tha.t we may re~dily Buppl;r customel."f!. 

PT~Bident.-That is in the working capital. 
Mr. DaT.-As. 8-S is the illterest on the investment. 
Pre8ident.-That is to say OD the plant. What about the working capita.!? 

How much would you require? 
Mr. Dar .-We would require about Rs. 1,00,000. 
PTtlsident.-How much does that come to? 
Mr. Dar.-8ay about Bs. 60,000. We gave .. figure of Bs. 80,000 for our 

capital expenditure on the plot itself and Bs. 15.000 stocks we had at that 
time. That was Dot 8ufficieat to work at a profit. 80 we increased it to 
Be. 80,000 to Be. 40,000. On that stock ws have eeJculated 8lld it oomea 
to As. 1'5. Now the total is As. 22~ 

Prssident.-Does that include your profit? 
Mr. Dar.-That does not include our profit. 
Dr. Matthai.-You allowed interest on the plant as well 88 ,the working 

capita.!. 
Mr. DaT.-laterest OQ the pl ... t and depreciation h .. to go besid .. profit. 

Profit means nett gain. 
Dr. Matthai.-A~ " .. hat rate ha.ve you calculated the interest? 
Mr. Da.r.-9 peT cent. is what we pay on overdrafts on Banks. 
Dr. Matthai.-You are part.ly fin8llced by Guvernment. 
Mr. Dar.-Yes, Government have advanced a loan of Bs.' 22,000. 
Dr. Matthai.-On that amount you don't pay 9 per cent. itlterest. 
M,. naT.-Vle pay 7 per cent. 
Pre8ident.-HoW' much do you calculate extra' profit? 
M,. DaT.-'We are not maKing any profit in the type fonnding business. 

Our printing business is ve.ry good and we are making profit on that., No 
body pays more than B.s. 1-4-0. That is why we have stoPPE"d castillig these 
English types. 

President.-Then your cost would eome down by OBe anna if the duty on 
type metal was remOlVed or· if the duty on the t;'t-pe was' increased by 7 
per cent. 

Mr. Dar.-'We don!t gain much. 
President.-It would equalise your position. 
Mr. Dar.-'l'be consumer gets the German type ·at As. 11 in Allahabad 

and As. 9 in Bombay. 
Pre.ident .-But you are getting Bs. 1·4.0. 
Mr. Dor.-"Thy should he buy 'our type and pa.y higher prit'e. 
PreBid8nt.-In tha.t (,68e if the German types come at As 9 vou want a 

dut:v of 100 per ceut. • . '. 

MI. DaT.-That is what we want. We want onl, a: protective duty to 
ena.ble us to establish ourselveg. You have gh"en protet'tive duty for paper. 
&lthough a very small per('entage of paper is manufac.tured in India.. 80 
to 85 per oent. of this industrv is ill the ha.nds of Indians only and 15 to 
20 per cent. cornea from outside • 

. 'prcaident.-Who.t- I' cannot ~lDderstand iq that if the t·ype metaJ 
As. 5 !" the port, how the GerlWln type meta.! ron be sold' at As. 9. 
As. 9 Includes the freight on the type and everything, 

Mr. D.r.-Yea. 

oos"'
Thai , 
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Pr",d •• t .-Instead of importing the metal. he imports the type. That; 
leaves him As. 4 for manufacture, for profit and ev~g. Caa you bring 
down your cost to that? 

Dr. M.tthai.-You say the price of German type is As. 9. What kind of 
type is it.? 

Mr. Dar.-It is not the finest clSS6 of type. 
Dr. Matthai.-Is it not 12 point s'8Ildard type? 
.liT. Dar.-12 poinS ie a special size, but it is not of thai; strength or 

durability. 
Dr. Matthai.-But it is 12 point • 
• \1'1'. Dar.-Yes. What we fear is not eompetition from the British manUa 

facturers but· from the German manufacturers. They may reduce the price 
to As. 5 o;,e day 8Ild everything will be stopped. 

Prt.iaent.-C8l1 ;you give us the reduction in the German prices during 
the last three or four ye.rs? 

]{r. Dar.-I can't give you immediately, but 1 C&Il give you complete 
information. 

Dr. Matthai.-You can sood it later 011. 

Mr. DaT.-Yes. 
Dr. Matthai.-lf we proposed 8 duty of 60 per cent. on type, what would 

all the job printen; ODd vernacular pope'" .ay to th.U • 
Mr. Dar.-They doo't looe, because all the up-to-date newspapers ore 

usiDg composing machines. 
Dr . .\IaUhai.-Take the Vernacular papers, . 
..\Ir. 'Dar.-They are not using imported tyPes at all. 
Prtlident.-If the price of imported type goes up, then the price of 

Indiao type mus' go up . 
. Mr. DaT.-They .... not; using foreign Vernacular types. 

Dr. Matthai.-The mODlElllll we put an a duty, you doni' benefit unless 
your price also goes up. 

Mr. Dar.-They will have the beoeJit of a better quality of types thOD 
th.~ are now using. They will be usiag English me;aI which will !aU them 
looger. 

Dr. Matlhai.-The type metal made oul of ""rap in this oountry and type 
C'ast out of that would be sold at prices correspooding to 60 per cent. duty. 
Therefore these small consumers might get practically inferior quality of type 
at a higher priC'e, would it Dot come to that '1 Supposing we gave you &. duty 
of 60 per cent. you may import English type metal and cast superior type. 
but it is qw'e poesible that a number of other people might caet inferior 
type out of scrap metal. 

Mr. Dar.-Reputatioa wiD have some effect. Nobody will'go to a type 
foundry who has got one type casting machine and pay as much price as 
they 'Will pay us. In our own int.erest we will give them good types. Ii 
is a proteC't.ive duty, it may not be permanent. It will be in force ooly for 
a period of yean. 

Pr"id •• I.-You must be able io &bow that after a few years you will 
be able to sell at th~ same price as the Germ8ll manufacturers. 

Mr. D.r.-May I uk why is it nec .... ry that _ should sail aI; a low 
rate when it is impossible for us to manufact.ute? 

Presidtnt.--Gov6l1lIDent have adopted certain principles. One of them 
is that the industry must eventually be able to do without proteetion which 
means that in ('Ourse of time you ought to be able to do without protection 
against German type. 

Mr. Dar.-We will be able to do, because we will get very large ordeno. 
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Presidnt.-Can you tell me what. reductions you anticipate if you get 
large orders? Rs. 1·6.0 is what you want. 

MT, DaT.-Yes, that is the minimum. 
Pr •• ident.-German price in Allahabad is As. 11. Therefore you must 

briog down your price by As. 11 if you are to do without protection. How 
do you suggest a raduction of this As. 11? 

Mr. Dar.-Immediately the duty is imposed, we can make a saving of 
100 per cent. by doubling the output. That would be the immadiate effect 
of the duty being imposed. Production will go up at once. We will have 
large orders and we will put in more machinery and the output will be 
increased. Chargee will go down by As. 8 at once. Then we will save 1'5 
,pies OD stock. This stock we have to keep. There is no quick turnover 
of the stock. There is now always a dead stock. 

Pr •• ide"t.-Let me explain it to you. Really speaking there is not a market 
in your area. The whole point is that you expect this big ma.rket, but the 
imports itself either come from Bengal or from Bombay. 

Mr. Dar.-Imports or what? 
Pre.ident.-All types. 
Mr. Dar.-That is "in English type. The consumption in India t<><Iay 

is a large percentage of vernacular type. That will incre .. e by lell{>s and 
bounds. 

D;. MattMi.-This price of As. 9 is that for vernacular type? 
Mr. Dar.-No, it i. for English type. 
Dr. Matthai.-For Verne.eular type you get a better price. 
Mr. Dar.-Vernacular and English types we sell at the same rat.!'. 
Dr. Matthai.-What is the price of German vernacular types? 
Mr. Dar.-I have seen samples and I hear that they will be sold ia 

Bombay at As. 2 or As. 8 higher than the English type. 
Dr. MaHhai.-About As. 12 in Bombay. 
Mr. Dar.-They will be receivad here at As. 12 •. i.f. They will be sold 

at As. 15 in Bombay. 
Dr. Matthai.-Do you pay any duty on your machinery? 
Mr. DaT.-We don·t pay any duty on machinery workad by power, bul 

if it is hand-worked, we have to pay l\ duty of 15 per cent. 
DT. MBlthai.-You don't use any machines worked by hand. 
Mr. DaT.-No. There are a. number of foundries in Bombay who use 

band machines. 
Dr. Matthai.-You use a.utomatio machines. 
Mr. Dar.-res, absolutely. 
Presidenl,-You use electric power. 
AlT. Dar.-Yes. 
Pr •• id ... t.-On spare part.. do you pay any duty? 
Mr. Dar.-On all the matrices and moulds we have to pay duty. 
prnid ... t.-How muoh is that? 
Mr. Dar.-15 per cent. I am not sure and my friend says that there 

is no duty on power-driven mnchine. On hand-driv~n machmes we have 
to pay duty. We pay duty on raw materials for manufacturing types. 

Pre8ident.-Wbat are the most recent prices that you can give us for 
English type? 

Mr. Dar.-It varies now between Rs. 2 and Rs. 2.4.0 per lb. But there 
is .. tendency to rOOu.e it now by 25 per cent. and what we fear is that it 
will be red uoed still further. 

Pr6sident.-So far 88 English ty.pe is concerned, you have got really no 
abjection. 
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Mr. DaT.-No. Prices are already high. 
Preaident.-As regards German prices. the latest coi.f. price is 9' annaa 

or BO per lb. 
M,. Dar.-Yes. 
PT6Bident.-Where did you get it from? Who are the- agents? 
Mr. Da1'.-Their agents in Calcutta. are Mr. K. Ba.n.erji and in Bombay 

the Indo-.European Mart. I know as a fact that they ar& actually selling 
now at the rate of 9 annas per lb. 

Dr. Matthai.-In one of your replies to the questionnaire, you 6&y that 
the oj.f. price is 18 B.IlD88 9 pies. 

Mr. Dar.-That W&8 about two yea.rs ago, Recently my friend Mr. Ghosb 
of the Indian Press, Limited, has purchased about 4,000 Ibs. at 11 anoaa a lb. 

Dr. Matlhai.-In Allahabad? 
Mr. Dar.-Y ... 
Pre.ident.-Mr. Ghoah, you are the proprietor of what; press? 
Mr. Oho.h.-The Indian Pr ... , Limited, Allahahad. It is a private 

Limited Company. 
Pr.,Biden.f.-You buy these 'German types? 
Mr. Oh •• h.-Yes. 
P,..id.nt.-What are the ratea at whioh you have bean buying _tly' 
Mr. Gho.h.-Recently we have purchaeed 11 point German typ .. at 11 
~-~~ . 

Pr •• id.nt.-That is deliverad at Allahabad? 
Mr. Gho.h.-Yes. 
pTflsident.-ln Calcutta wha.t prioes were you offered? 
Mr. GhoBh.-Their agent oame to Allahabad and we got it at 11 ...... 

I.o.r. Allahabad. 
p,..ident.-Formerly did you buy German types? 
Mr. GhoBh.-We buy Iota of German types but we usad to buy from the 

Allahabad Law JoumaI Company, Limited, 12 )Jbint typ ... 
··Pruideont.-At how much? 
Mr. Gho.h.-At 15 ann .. or Re. 1.4.0 per lb. But in oomparionn with 

Germ8D. types, we find that the German types are cheaper and not inferior. 
Dr. Mattkai.-Do you meaD. that German type is not inferior? 
Mr. Gho.h:-Yes. As regards durability we cannot .. y anything definitely 

nou'. 
Dr. MattnaL-Does it give 8 good impression? 
Mr. Gho.I •. -Type lac .. are good. 
Prt"Bidcnt.-How do they compare with English type? 
Mr. GllO.h.-Equally good. 
IJrcBident.-Both in appearance and in work? 
Mr. Gh".h.-Yes. 08 far as we can see at present. As regards heading 

bypes we prefer English types. 
AIr. J>ar.-The Indian Press is one of the biggest consumem of typ8t1 in 

India. It iR a very big press. 
Dr. M(~tthai.-You do not buy any English type at all now. 
Mr, Gho'h.-Excepting heading typos we do not buy any. 
Pr"id.nl.-!t would be interesting to get figures ae regards ehang .. in 

German prices. 
Dr. Motthoi.--Could you give ua a statement 01 both English and Genu .. 

pri ... lor about 4 or G years? 
Mr. Dar.-Yes. 
Dr. Motthai.-Give us the different sizes also. 
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Mr. Dar.-Y... I do not know whether there h .. been any deere .. e in 
. the price of American types. 

Dr. Matthai.-Are there large importe of American type? 
Mr. Dar.-No. 
President.-There is a decline o. the whole. 
M1,. Daf.-Because thel'e has been 8D increase in Genn9J1 importe. 
Dr. Matthai.-No, there is a. general decrease ia the total imports. 
MT. DaT.-That shows that there is a vast demand for vernacular types. 
Preside .. t.-In 1925-26, the importe of type were 2,000 cwte. roughly. 

In 1927-28 they have come down to 1,400 cwte. So, there is no evidence 
at present that imports are increasing. On the contrary the total imports 
of type metal have been increasing. 

Dr. Matthai.-As rega.rds the German figures for printing type, it was 
918 cwts. in 1926-27 but in 1927-28 it has come down to 895 owta. 

Internal competition_ 

Preaide"t.-So that there is a big drop. The possible explanation is that 
th&r8 is too much competition against yourselves 88 happens in other indus
tries where busineSB is done on a small Bcale. It is Dot really foreign com
petition that is responsible for this, but itr is the internal competition. 
The figure. suggest that the total imports are decre88ing. The German 
importe have dropped by more than 100 per cent. So, it is difficult for us 
to see that there is any serious competition. 

MT. DelT.-How are we to explain why our customers are not· buying 
from us? ' 

Pre,ident.-More types are being ma.nufactured by small people from 
s"""p. That 'h.. brought down, the frice and Germans have to aell in com
petition with those small people. om not suggestiBg that that is the 
explanation. Before we can say with confidence that you are su1lering from 
German competition we must look at the figures_ The figures do not suggsst 
that and it looks to me 8& if more. type is being manufactured out of scrap 
and out of the imported type metal. The import figures are as follows:-

1925-26 
1927-28 

Increase 

Type Metal. 

_ 1,594 Cwts_ 
• 2,481 u 

. 1,168 If 

Th .. e are the total importe. 

Decrease 

Type. 

2,044 Cwts. 
1,899 " 

645 J, 

--'-

Dr. Matthai.-There has been a decline in the imparls of both Britiali 
and German types. Is there any explanation which you can give? 

Mr. Dar.-It is surprise to me, because I do not know the :figures for 
1027-28. I can only say this that I shall go into the matter fully again and 
send a report to you later why this is so. 

p,..ide .. t.-We are here to protect an Indian industry .. far 88 possible 
but we must be satisfied that thet'e is foreign competition. 

Mr. Dar.-Every individual type founder says th.t he is losing his custom. 

Preaident.-It ma.y be due to int~rnal competition. Ta.ke the veraacu]ar 
press particularly. There aTe a number of small presses in every place. 
'I'hey get one slDall type-making machine, buy scrap from the baao.r and begin 
making type. 

Mr. D.r.-In certain places th.v mu.t be doing like that heoause they 
are no' buying from BIly type foundrie •• 
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P'4~idenL.:-Th&i-efore there is loss. 
M" Dar.-That is .11 vernacular and lIof English typos. 
Pruident.-EngJish type too? 
Mr. Dar.-Very few people make English types. _ 
Pre.ident.-Take Burma. In Rangoon and other places there are & num-

ber 01 small presses. They print ha.ll she paper in English and bali in 
vemacular. They go to the man who makes t.hese type and buy at the 
rate of 8 or 9 an.aas per.: lb. The s~e thing must be happening in other 
places. _ 

Mr. Dar.-It may be this .. As nn example I am to say tha.t the bigger 
neWlipapers, like The Leuder, The Pioneer. have reduced their purchase of 
types. The latter have got linotypea now. That may ~unt. for . the 
increase in the import of type metal and the decrease m the UDpOrt of 
typ... . 

Pre.ident.-How can we help you in that cas&? 
Mr. Dar.-The German type has certa.inly made 8 good name in the 

market. It is a good type and the price is low. They have a better ad
vant.a,ge over us which may COIltinue. 

Dr. Motthoi.-'Wben you set up a linotype machine, you require type 
metaL 

Mr. Dar.-I'es. 
Dr. Mattl",i.-It is really less herd. 
Mr. Dar.-Yes. 
Dr. MaHl14i.-You will have to renew it '\"ery often. 
Mr.' Dar.-That depends on, the. quant.ity of type. If you have a l~rg8 

quaotity. you Deed not renew it "'iery often at' very quickly. 
Dr. Matthai.-If you have.8 larger number of linotype machines in this 

oouutry. that will .)Jow itself in •• inoreased quantity of imported type metel. 
. Mr. Dar.-Yetl. . 

Dr. Matthai.-Not merely to the extent that the import in type metal 
is falling. It will b. something more than that because .. the linotype 
metal is renewed more often you. will ha..ve to import a larger quantity of it. 

Afr. Dar.-It is Dot dOllS every six months or every year.-
DT. Motthoi.--8upposing the uphmation is correct that there' is now 

far too mucb competition among the people who are makiBg types here in 
India, 8Upposing we give you a duty. OIl account of this competition you will 
not he able to benefit by the duty. It will still pull prices down. There 
will be still more foundries established for the time being. 

Mr. Dar.-The only thing that will happen, I think, is that fouadries 
that are bigger in size. who have a reputation for good quality 8Dd prompt. 
ness in delhoery and so 011 will st.abilise the industry. 

P"!'8idBnt.-The point t,hat my colle~e is making is simply this. Ihat 
8't"611 If we put a duty of 100 per cent. It would not neoessanly benefit you 
if there is this internal comp·etition. Take the ease of the match industry 
on ww<.'h we have report«l recent.ly. There we found that the duty W88 
150 per <,ent. For the time prices Vi'81'e very high and that brouaht in more 
people into the business and prices came down. If there is ~ internal 
competition no scheme of prot~tion will h~lp 'cu. 

Mr. Dor.-We will devise means to form a combine. 

PrtaiJ.t.nt.-But the whole point is that first of all we mus~ be satisfied 
that there is this foreign competitioa.. At. present t·here is not on the tl!rol'e8 
that we have. On thE.'l rontrary it is becoming smaller and smaller. 10 

Mr. Dor.-J ('Quid not get t,he figures for this 'particular ve-ar. 
.... Pr~8idtnt .-For the last fi\"6 yt'lars t·he- imports' have been PMually b:J.creas • 
. Fng as ~ar as German typ!S ~1"& con~ed and then there haa been a: sudden 
. drop thlS year. . , 
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Mr. Dar.-I cannot give you the reason. Everywhere people are buying 
German types. Perhaps there will be an incre ... in imports next year. I 
may tel\ you that the quality and finish of our types is not. in any way 
inferior to any foreign type. 

Pr(!8ident.-Can you give us the prices for lead, tin and 8Dtimony for 
the same period? 

Mr. Dar.-Y ... 
Pr •• idenl.-Is it possible that there h .. been a drop in the prices 01 the 

metals which might have reduced German prices? 
Mr. Dar.-There is at present .. drop in the price of type metals in 

. Englo.nd. They have quoted us .. looser price. Price. of tin and lead have 
come down. But it is not the price of type metals that. affects us much, 
it is the production cost. The more orde", we get I ... er the cost. 

Pr •• idenl.-Supposing you got the whole of the German type metal market. 
that i. 1,000 cwts.a year. That is for the whole of India and Burma, 
112,000 Ihs. 

Mr. Dato-We ar8 centrally situated e.nd we em supply. 
PreBidenl.-You cannot supply Madr ... 
Mr. Dar.-No, we won't supply th ... e because the Madr .. Type Foundry 

will monopolize that part of the country. . 
President.-So fM. therefore, as the increase in the market is c-ODcemed, 

there is not much room to enable you to bring these costs down. 
Mr. Dar.-W. will h ..... more room in this way that more cheap hooks 

wiIl be printed and there will be great ... demand for types. 
Presidtnt.-You cannot supply Bengal; you cannot supply Madras. 
Mr. Dar.-Why do you say we cannot? 
Preaident.-Be('1l.use you will have to pay freight. There will be found

ries in Bombay; there will be foundries in Madl'88, 80 that even if you had 
the whole of the German market there is no room for expansion. The total 
demand is represented by-I am taking higher than the high ... figur&-112,000 
Ihs. 

Mr. Dar.-That is only the German import. 
Pr •• itknl.-Yes. Even if the whole of the German import were stopped. 

as I said, there is no room for increasing your market. Then how would you 
bring down your costa? First of all there must be a market. 

Mr. Dar.-Our application .is only for the fear that the imports are 
gradually increasing and in ten years, if this goes on, they will capture the 
whole of the Indian market and throw us out. I 

Preaident.-At the present moment there is no market rea11y to ca.pture 
and thereby reduce your cost. 

Mr. VaT.-But the demand for types is increasing every year. 
Pr.,id"",l.-Two things mu.t be established· before any question of pro. 

tection can arise. You must prove that the foreign competition is 80 severe 
that you must be protected. Now, foreign .competition as regards qU8Dtity 
is not severej 88 regar~s prices it is severe. Secoodly, you must show that 
if this foreign competition w.. eliminated your production would go up 80 
mu{"h that you would be able to reduce your production cost and sell your 
product cheaper. But taking the market .. a whole, it consists of 112,000 
lba. 

Mr. DaT.-That i. for German, English typoo. They are now producing 
Hindi types. 

Pr"id,nt.-This inoludes everything? 
Mr. Dar.-The h .. ve Dot put in .. ernacular typea &8 yet. 
Pr •• id ..... l.-How oan we 8ay what would happen? 
Mr. Dar.-From the figures for'·the last five ye .... we find that they are 

growing, exeep' this audden drop this year. But they win oert.nly mlllu-
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facture vernacular types for which tbeJ is: a greater d~au.d and they will 
(Sertainly capture the market and we will then be nowhere. There is DO 
guarantee that they will not sell Hindi types. They are introducing all BOrts 

of vemaeular types. Wh6D. that is done we will be ruined. 
Pr .. id."t.-True, but at present there is no import of Hindi type •• 
Mr. DaT.-If the Tariff Board gives us au. assurance that as soon 88 

these vernBCular types are introduced by them we will get protection then 
we have nobhing to say. 

h<sident.-I! the thing happens you bave got to satisfy Government that 
it has ho.pl,ened and then it will be time for the Government to consider. ""8 have not got the time nor would it be reasonable for us to provide for 8. 
thing whic-h mayor may not happen. As a responsible body we oanaot 
assume that 8 thing is going to happen except OD substantial evidence. 

Mr. lJar.-Jt may Dot happen, but does it not look that if it happens 
we will b~ ruined. Their Bombay agents have already got Hindi, Gujarati 
and Gurmukhi type faces. and good fBCes too, but they are not selling it at 
prosent although they can do so at half the price at which we can manu
facture. 

Prerident.-8end- us these figures that you have promilted us and we wit? 
lee what we can do. 

- Not received. 
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Madras Type Foundry,Madras. 

L.tter ".dated. th~ 27th ,J;an1l!Lry 192$.· 

In thanking you - for your -favour' of' the' 10th' instant, we heg 00 send 
herewith answers to the questionnai.re for" 'the -Hindustani Type Foundry 
issued by the Tariff Board on 29th July 1\128/ with three additional copi .. 
for your perusal Illld a favourable disposal. . "'. 

We earnestly pray to remove the existing import duty of 15 per ceo" 
levied on Type Metal for the development of this indigenous Industry in 
India like other countries. 

We believe that the Government of India will take immediate action for 
the removal of the said auty. 

Answers to the QueBtionnaire fOT the Hindustani Type FoundTY i8llued by 
the Tariff Board on ~9th July 1928. 

1. Constituent mareriais of Type Metal:

(a) Lead. Antimony and Tin. 
lb) Lead. Antimony, Tin and Bismuth. 
(c) Lead, Antimony, Tin and C<>pper. 

Proportion :-Every Type Foundry may have its own composition, but 
we give below a general idea for your information:-

Lead 70 per cent., Antimony 25 per cent., Tin 5 per cent. 
2. None of the constituent materials is produced in India, but we are told 

that Pig Lead is available both in Burma and Ceylon. The quality of this 
seems to he inferior to that of Englieh ones. 

8. No firm in India manufacture Type Meta.! in. India for sale. 
4. We occasionally manufacture Type Metal, composition of which being 

, 70 per cent. Lead, 20 per ceot. Antimony and 6 per cent. Tin, to cast spacing 
materials. Even this is not successfully produced, 88 it requires special 
laboratory costing about Rs. 10,000 with necessary apparatns to prepare 
metal on B scientific manner. The total quantity produced by us per year 
i. about 6 tons. . 

5. The .. bove quantity only. 
6. The quantity of imported metal (superior ones) used by us per year 

is about 18 to 20 tons. 
7. London and Germany. 
8. (a) The price for imported Type Metal is £40 to 55 per ton. This 

.. rieu very frequentJy according to the situation of the market. 
~b) We are paying a very heavy duty of 15 per cent. The duty and .barges 

alone would amount to Rs. 125 per ton. The price of metal therefore is 
Hs. 45 to 52 per ewt. on average. 

9. 5 to 10 per cent. wastage. 
10. Our daily turnout is about 150 lbs. in average. We can do more 

work if better plants are installed. ,This purely is a question of investment. 
11. Cost of Type Metal . Ro. 50 per owt. 

Labour and other expenses • Re. 60 per cwt. 

l'nl(lss we work on the Nf'w Plants, we are not in a position to arrive 
at the charges for a greater turnout. 

12. Rent for the premises 
:M Rchinery and Plant 

}I'urmture, etc. • 
The cost. of a building of OUf, own would be in the 

least 

Ro. 
1.200 

15.000 
2,500 

20,000 
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13 1'he depreciation on 
14. (a) Capital required 
(b) When working with 

Machinery at Income-tax rnte is 5 per cent. 
for the present output refer -answer No. 12. 
New Plants Dot less than' ODe 18kh of rupees. 

15. We don't borrow. 
16. About Ro. 1,000. 
17. (1) as. 2 to Rs. 8 per 'lb.- ') 

(2) It.. 2 to Hs. 8 per lb. ~ 

(8) Re. 1 to Ro. 5 per lb. j 
Prices vary according 'to the size and 
style .. 

18. As. 11 to Rs. 2 As. 4 -per lb. (Not 80 durable as the above). 
19. Yes, it is verY difficult to push the sale of our type, and to compete 

With the German Type. If the' Government would' be pleased to remove the 
duty on Type Metal imported, and tbus enoourage the indegenous Industry.
va Bre sure to dG mOfl! business. 

20. The quality i. equal to that of German Type, but the finish is not sO 
good. This is due to the difference in the machines .. ours being Hand 
Pivotal Maohines. 

21. In Soutb India:-
St. Joseph's Industrial 
Nelson & Co., 
Swadesi Type FaundlJ', 
Indian Type Foundry, 
Norton & Co., 
Madras Type Foundry, 

There are few more TYp'e 
.cale. 

In North India:-

School Press, Trichinopoly. 

1 
[Madras. 
, 

) 

Foundries in Madras, but working on small 

Gujarati Type Foundry. 
Nirnayasagar Type Foundry, 
Letter Type Foundry, 
Hindustani Type Foundry, 
Eastern Typo Founary, etc. 

In Mysore :-Vl ealay Mission Press. 
22. No. 
28. Foreign oompetition only to English Type. 
24. 75 per cent. Engli.h Type and 25 per cont. Vernacular. 
2.5. .. Type Metals". 
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THE MADRAS TYPE FOUNDRY. 

B.--<llW<. 

Evidence of Mr. P. S. UDAYAR recorded at Ootacamund OD 

Thunday, the 27th September, 192t1. 

Introductory. 

P, .. id."t.-Are yon the proprietor, Mr. Uclayar, of the Madras Type 
Foundry? 

Mr. Udoyar.-Y .. , I am the Managing Proprietor and aIao Secretary of 
the Madrae Type Founder's Association. 

Pr .. ident.-How long have yon been doing this busineas P 
M,. Udayar.-Since the year 1921. I atarted my life ae a printer in mt 

16th year. I entered the line as an ordinary printer, compositor, proof reader 
and 80 on. First I underwent training in the Lawrence Asylum Press and 
the (;Jovernment Press, Madras. 

P, •• id."t.-But you started this Foundry in 1921. 
M .. Udayar.-Yes. I was also Superintendent for about 8 years in the 

New India Press looking up to the whole press work prior to this. 
P, •• id.nt.-W .. that before 1921P 
M,. Udavar.-Yes. 
Th. Matthai.-Is your factory located in Madras City? 
Mr. lldayar.-Yes, in b"oadway, quite opposite to the Swarajya Press. 
D •. Matthai.-Is yours the largest Type Foundry in tbe Madras 

Presidency P 
Mr. Udayar.-There are many founders and we are also one of the leading 

founders. I h .. ,'e mentioned the four nam .. of leading founders in M<dras 
proper and one in South India in my answer to question No. 21. 

p, .. id.nt.-Is your Foundry only for type making or does it make other 
acceasories P 

Mr. Udaya'r.-,\Ve make jobs of printers cabinets and some small works 
concerning the printing department. We also import printing machinery 
and Printing Ink from Germany and London and sell them to "the printers. 

Pr .. idcnf .-That has nothing t<J do with this part of the enquiry. 
Mr. Udayar.-No. 'We are also manufacturing printers' furniture, i.e.,. 

cabinets. 
President.-What sort of machinery do you have for this work P 
Mr. Udaya·r.-ordinary pivot.al machines (illustration shown), 
President.-Is this a German typeP 
Mr. Udayar.-No. WOe pUT<"based the machines from London in the begin ... 

Ding and then we began to manufacture with necessary modifications. 
Preridfnt.-Is it a very simple machineP 
Mr. Udayar.-No, there are certain parts which are to be handled care

fully J and also mOTor;, compliC"llted. 
Dr. Matthai.-Is it easy to work P 
Mr. Ud.ayar.-No. At least two or three yenrs' training is necessary to 

work on the machine satisfactorily. 
p,.e .. ident.-The work is done chiefty by machinery. 
M,. Udoyar.-Y... There are certain processes to be done by band. The 

type i. c .. t like tail pieces. The tail must be broken. Then it must be filed 
on both sid .. just to remove the bur and then it must be oompasecl in the 10IlII 
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rod so as to grove the types on the dressing machine a.t the other end, othel"'o
wise called feet. This is the final process. 

Prelidcn.t.-Bow many of these machines have you got? 
Mr. UdaY(U'.-I have got nearly 10 machines. 

Type ",.tal. 

Pre$ident.-There are three or four different materials used in the type. 
metal, 11iz., lead, antimony, tin, bismuth and copper. These metals are also 
&eparately imported into the country. 

Mr. uaayat".-Yes. 
Pre.~iclent ,-Whnt I wish to know is call this type metal be easily identified 

by the Customs authorities as type metal? 
ltlr. Udayar.-It can easily be identified by the Customs authorities. On 

the ingots the words 'type metal' are put. (Sample German and English 
type metals shown). Also the examiners of the Customs can identify the type
metal by its colour itself when coming &cross such stuff often. 

PTesident.-Is it used for any other purposeP 
Mr. UdayaT.-No. 
PTesident.-I find the import figures are so small ,both of type and of metal 

that one wonders whether it is enough for a country of this size. It is quite 
possible a. lot of small foundries are making their own type metal out of these 
imported materiols. 

Ml'. Udayar.-It'is not possible to manufacture type metals here. 
PTesident.-8hould it necessarily be type metal? They can make their 

own fortnula. 
NT. Udayar.-That requires a special laboratory. 
President.-They do make. 
MT. Udaum'.-I cannot call it as type metal, but I would call it.as dross .. 
President.-Types are cast out of any composition tha.t they make here-

from lead, tin, bismuth and copper by a number of these small foundries. 
Mr. Udaya,..-They may do so, but I cannot call it as virgin type metal. 
President.-You do make type metal for spacing.' 
My. Udalla,..-yes. There is a vast difference between type metal and 

spacing material. 
Preftdent.-Js it not a fact that a considerable quantity of type metal is 

manufactured in the country by the smaller foundries out of the metal which 
is not strictly type metal P 

Mr. Udallor.-Yes, they do manufacture out of spacing material type 
metal for instance, in Madras they also cast some vernacular types,· bu~ 
these wiU not last long and those people who are unable to pay the reasonable-
prioe will go in for such cheaper stuff. . 

President.-They melt the old type again. 
Mr. UdaVOT.-Yes and they have to pay only labour charg .. which is 

oalled (recasting). 

President.-That is why I say the imports of type metal are very small. 

MI'. Udayar.-We 08D. even import more provided the Government is pleas-. 
.d to remove the duty. 

Pt·.sident.-In 1927-28 the total imports of type metal w ..... about 150 tons· 
and about 70 tons of type. That is not a very large consumption for India. 
Do you think it is sufficient for the requirements of India, unless consider
able quantities were made out of lead, copper and so on by these people P 

Mr. UdayaT.-Th. diffioulty is w. are not able to push the sal. of our type
in the market, because it is not properly done. Tha.t is why some printers. 
are afraid to go in for tho several Indian cast types. 
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PreaideM.-Do you thirik that considerable quantity of type metal can be 
manufactured in that way by the local manufacturers on a small scale? 
The ... are a lot of. vernacular Presses in the conntry. They il!>port. They 
use disused type, mz., battered and worn out types, lead and something else 
.ombined, is that not a fact? 

Mr. Udallar.-Yes, to a certain extent. 
Preaident.-This consnmption of type and type metal is very small for .. 

country like India. 

Mr. Udayar.-That is true. I told you that it could be increased, if the 
cost were a little less. Yesterday I have wired to my office to give you some 
information about the pre-war price, so that you can compare the present 
price a.nd the pre-war price. 

Proposed rate 0/ duty di,cussed. 

Presid."t.-Was this 15 per cent. duty imposed during the war? 

Mr. UdaIlWl".-Yes. If the &ame duty were to be raised on the imported 
type and if the Government is pleased to levy the type duty of 21 per cent. 
on type metaJ, we could do splendid business. 

Preride .. t.-There should be a duty of 2* per cent .... '. _ 
Mr. Udayar.-Now the duty on imported type is 21 per cent. If that duty 

.,.,re to be transferred to type metal then there is much scope. 
Pr.aident.-You want 15 per cent. on type and 2t per cent. on metal. 

Don't you know there will be a lot of opposition in the country? 
Mr. Udayar.-We are still in an infant stage and Government should en

courage the indigenous industry. 

President.-Don't you know that the people may call it a tax on know
ledge and there may be a tremendous oppoeition to the typea being made 
more expe,nsint P 

Mr. Udayor.-There is great competition in Continental typea. 
Preride .. t.-But your proposal i. simply the removal of the duty on type. 

There is DO use bringing.in these extraneous considerations. We are now 
concerned merely with the question that the duty on type metal should be 
removed or not. 

Mr. Udayar.-Yea. I have to expr ... this, because the duty was levied 
only as a temporary measure after -the War. 

L'ompari&oo 0/ the Englijh, ond the l'f'",acular types. 

lH. Matthai.-llind that the bulk of your output is really English type. 
Mr. Udayar.-English as well as Vernacular. 
lH. Matthai.-About 25 per cent. is Vernacular and I lind the other fonnd_ 

riea in Bombay and Calcutta are also making about three-fourths English 
type and one-fourth Vernacular type. Therefore it looks to me, as the Presi
dent pointed out, that the bulk of the requirements in regard ta Vernacular 
printing can probably be made out of some metal made here, is Dot that poe
Bible P In a province like Madras there is an enormous amount of Vernacular 
printing compared with English printing and since you are supplying only a 
......., small quantity of Verna""lar type, obvious~ that mm have been some
where made in India. Why really is that inferior P Can you make your own 
type metal for spaoing metal. 

Mr. Udayar.-Yee. 
Dr. MattMi.-Where does the inferiority lieP 
Mr. Udayar.-Jugredient8 do not mix properly. 

, lH. Matthai.-In printing what i. the actual difference that it makesP 
Mr. Udallar.-It is due to the inferior quality and all such types will be 

bending like an arrow and shortly the faces will be smudged. 
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Dr. Matthai,-And the impressions get blurred. .' 
M1'. UdaYDlr.~Yes, after printing a few thousand. copies" they get ~I~r~ 

and printers will be losers in the long run by, recastIng aga.m and" a,gam. " 
Pre$ident.-Tho.t is to say you will have to recast it II;lors_ oft8n. 
Mr. Udayar.-Yes, Now almost all the printers have found, out the def\!Cts 

of the inferior types and they always prefer to go_ in for the hi~ class 
material. 

Different kinc13 of t!1pe metal&. 

President.-Most of the big newspapers cast their own type, don't theyP 
Nf'. UdayaT,-YfW, they have got Lino. They are also buying tyPe, hu", 

the Lino metal will not be very hard. 
Presiden,t.-That has to be melted every day. 
M,. Udayar.-Yes. They eonsume about 5 to 6 tons per annum. 
Prelident.-Most of these metals that are imported will probably be.' used 

by these Linotype people. ' 
Mr. Udayar.-The ordinary type metal cannot be used, because it will be 

very hard to pass through the nosals, so there is special formula for Lino and 
Mono. 

P ... sid •• t.-It must b. called a type metal. 
Mr. Udauar.-Yes, but there will be some- slight difference'in formula. 

Presidenl.-The import figures sbow considerable quantity of .type metal 
required for the Lino-type Q.nd MODo-type. Newspapers in Madras have ~eir 
own type. foundries. . . 

Mr. U-dayar.-In Madras the Madras Mail, the Swarajya and the Hindu 
have their own type foundries, i.e., Lino. They cast their own types by Lino 
machine. ' r 

PNsident.-At the same time the Lino-tyPe cannot be Used for advertise-' 
menta. • '! . ' • ' ·1 

Mr. Ud.al/QT,-No. They must go in for loqse type. 

Pre .. ident.-You have what you call Stereotype. 

Mr. Udayar.-We also call it as type metal. The difference is very little. 
A small percentage of antimony and tin will be reduced. We do cast Stereo
type. 

Prf?sidtnt.-The proportion of the type metal imported which is used only 
for making type other than by newspapers will be very small. 

Mr, Udayar.-Newspaper people on an average consume about 5 W 6 tOns. 

Dr . ...lIattha-i.-Ench press uses about 6 tons a year. 

Mr. Udal/ar.-All these people use 6 tons. If the matter is once used, it 
win be melte~ again .on the follow~ng day. .' 

Effect of dutil''' on type uletal$ and type ... 

Pre .. ident.-But the point is this. Most of the bigger newspapers in India 
to-day and most of the bigger Government Presses have either Lino-type or 
Mono-.type and for that purpose they must import this type metal. The 
remainder would go to the job printers and others have to depend on you for 
this type. Is it really to that cl ... of consumer you caterP . 

~Vr. Udal/Gr.-Yes. 

Prelidettt.-If the duty on type metal was left or even if it was increased 
it would not necessarily be a tax on knowledge so far as knowledge is rep~ 
aentad by aewspapers, booause they would still make their own type out of 
imported metal. 

Mr. Udcu.r . ...:.Quite so.·' 



28 

Prtsid ... t.-Then the people who wil1 be affected by the duty on type are 
:lob printers chiefly and the smal1er Vernacular papers who don't have these 
Mono-type machines or Iino, is that rigbt P 

Mr. Udauar.-Yes. 
Presid ... t.-Perhaps the advertisers may be affected also to Bome extent, 

because they have to depend on ordinary types, is that correct P 
Mr. Udallar.-Yes, (i ••• ) Looae type. 

Type melals. 

Dr. Matthai.-When you make your own type metal, where do you get the 
materials from P Do you import them P 

Mr. Udayar.-90 per cent. are imported from Germany and London. 
Dr. Matthai.-You do make a certain amount of type metal, don't youP 
Mr. Udauar.-Yes, only fo~ the spacing materials . 

. Dr. Mattkai.-You say 6 to 6 tons a year. You make your own metal and 
'the lead and tin that you require, you buy locally. 

Mr. Uda!lar.-Yes from hardware merchants. 
Presid ... t.-Do you prefer the English metal or the German metal P 
Mr. Udallar.-I have heen patronising only English metal for a long time. 

Now I preler the German metal. The quality is the same. I give my own 
formula and they make it. 

Preside"t.-What is the difference between the twoP 
Mr. Udayar.-The English metal costs Ro. 47 and the German metal 

Its: 4,2..8..0 per cwt. at our godown. Sometimes there is a difference of Rs. 10. 
Pr~.rident.-It makes no difference to you so long as they make it accord

ing to your own specifications and they supply it to you, but does not the 
.English manufacturer do the same P 

Mr. Udal/ar.-Yes. In England the labour charges are mo<e and there
lore it is costlier than German metal. 

Dr. Matthai.-Supposing you have got your own formula and you ask a 
German manufacturer and an English manufacturer to manufacture to that 
specification, even then you would find that the English type metal .... ould he 
better in quality, although it is the same specification. 

Mr. Udayar.-ND. 
Dr. Matthai.-If it is the same specification, there should be no difference 

in quality. 
Mr. Udallar.-No, certainly not. 
Dr. Matthai.-If thero were no difference at all between English type 

metal and German type metal made to the same specification, why can't you 
people do it here. 

Mr. Udayar.-No, it is not poesible to manufacture type metal here ..... 
have no special laboratory. The laho<atory costs about Ro. 10,000. If ... 
had that amount, we would invest it in other things and develop our business.. 

President.-There is a duty of 15 per cent. on some of these metals, N., 
'ea.d, tin, etc, There is no proposal at present to remove the duty on these non
ferrous metals. Therefore it would not be cheaper for you even at present 
'to make YDur own type metal than to import type metal so far as the tariff is 
concerned, i. not that soP 

Mr. Udayar.-That is what we say. We prefer this and prices on types 
will b. reduced simultaneously. 

Pricts 0/ typt ,udals. 
Prosid."t.-Are these the latest prices that you have given, Ro. 47 and 

"Ro. 42-8-0 P 
Mr. Udayar.-The presont prioe is Ro. 47 for English type metel and 

Re. 42-8-0 for German type metal delivery at godown. 



29 

PTuident.-You have got to pay 15 per cent. Is that a tariff valuatiqn or 
you simply pay 16 per cent. P 

Mr. Udayar.-<Justoms people only charge 16 per cent. according to the 
tariff achedul.. . 

Cost 01 type ... tals. 
Pr6.rident.-In answer to question 11, you give your cost 01 type metal as 

RB. 60 and labour .. RB. 60 per em. 
Mt'. Udayar.-Yes; excluding advertisement, bad debts and depruiation. 
Prerideht.-That does seem to me a very large amount. 
Mr. Udallar.-As you said this morning in the beginning there are small 

foundries in Madras where labour is cheap. ,A man could cast 50 to 60 Ibs. 
of ordinary metal a day. In the hard metal he could not cast e,'en 20 Ibs. a 
day. . 

President.-It is merely the training of labour when you do with 
machiDe~. . 

Mr, Ud4lJjar.-'Ve require a certain kind of temperature. It must be 
mixed well. Sometimes you get hollow types and sometimes there are defaced 
types for WlIIlt of proper tempel'ature. Also we won't get perfect cast 
types, because you must give sufficient heat to the metal. That is why our 
labour charge is higher. 

President.--Qther things being equal, labour in India is cheaper tha.n in 
Germany. 

Mr. Udallar.-It hB8 increased now. Year after year labour c~t is in
creaaing. 

Pre.sident.-Labour is cbeaper here than in Germany.' Therefore you 
would be in a better position to produce the type than the GerIlla~ manu
facturer .assuming that you US$ the same machinery. 

Mr. Udayar.-I have already mentioned in my written statement that 
there is much difference betw~n my price and German price. 

. , 
1',,<0 01 types. 

Dr. Matthai.-If you take the German 12 point, what is the price now in 
MadrasP . 

Mr. Udayar.-It is Re. 1 per lb. 
Dr. Matthai.-And what is your price for the same kind P 
Mr. U dayar .-.As. 11 per lb. 
President.-The point is· this. There are English types and German typ_ 

being imported intQ the country. The German types are of a cheap kind. 
Mr. Udavar.-I agree there. 
Prerident.-Won't you get at least the German priceI' 
Mr. Udallor.-Whatever may be our outturn and our cost, our types are 

not 80 very perfect and accurate when compared to Continental types, beca.use 
those types are manufactured in automatio type casting machines whereas 
ours is cast on hand pivotal machines. High class printers doesn't go in for 
our types, as the finish and other things are not accurate and perfect2 though 
tho quality is the same. .As. type founder I admit th.t. 

Pr.side .. t.-That is to •• y they would rather buy tho German type than 
rour type. 

Mr. Udaya,..-It is so in the present case. 
Dr. Matthai.-one of the foundries in Northern India have told us that 

the current price for imported German type in that market is somewhere 
about .As. 18-9 per lb. and the price that they realise is a little over Re. 1. 

Mr. Udallof'.-I believe they might have got automatio type casting 
machines. 

B 
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Dr. Matthai.-You sell at the rate of ;L;. 11 per lb. Don't you lose on 
that? 

Mr. Udayar.-We make very little profit. Still we are lIot successful in 
finish owing to competition. If the duty were removed, we could reduce the 
price, improve the finish and thus increase our sales. 

Prtsident.-The position is this; supposing we took Rs. 42 as the c.i.!. 
price of your imported German metal and then we added 10 per cent. wast
age, tbe duty you bave got to pay on that is between 9 to 10 pies per lb. 

Mr. Udayar.-Yes. 
Preoide"t.-What will be the c.i.f. price if he sells the German type at 

Re. 1 in the bazaar P 
Mr. lldayar.-It must be lower, but they sell on an average at Re. 1 per lb. 
p,.esident.-That is true. We must take the wholesale c.i.f. price for this 

purpose. If a man imports, take Dickinson for instance, and if you buy 
10 ths., he charges you a higher price for those 10 lbs., hut he doesn't pay 
duty on that price. Re. 1 is the retail price for the man who buys a lb. 
The c.i.f. price would be As. 18. Supposing we took in round figures As. 12, 
2i per cent. duty on As. 12 is jnst 8i pies. Therefore you are at a disadvant
age compared to the foreign manufacturer of 5 or 6 pies a lb. and that iii 
,our complaint. 

Mr. Uday .... -Yes. 

Pr •• ident.-Prices vary from Re. 1 to Ro. 6 a lb. What type would be 
typical of the whole type industry P Which is the type most in nse P 

Mr. Udayar.-12 poin. to 8 point. 

Pr •• ide"t.-12 point is Re. 1. 

M •. Uday .. r.-10 point costs about RO. 1-4-0 and 8 point about Ro. 1-ll"(). 

Imports 0' German types. 

Dr. MaHhai.-We may take 12 point as more or less Standard. German 
tope i. the cheapest imported type at present. 

Mr. Uday .. r.-Yes. 
Presiden!.-German type is about half of the total imports. 
Mr. Uda·yar.-Yes. 
Pr.oidem.-The other half is English type. 
Mr. Udayar.-Yes, partly English and partly American. 
fruide .. t.-That sort of type you don't compete against P 
Mr. Udayar.-Not much. 
Pr.oident.-Is the competition chielly against German type P 
Mr. Udayar.---Yes. 
Dr. Ma.tlhai.-Who are the classes of people who generally use English 

typeP 
Mr. Udayar.-Job printers like Messrs. Addison and Company, the 

Methodist Publishing House, the. Associated Printers LimitedJ Messrs. V. 
Pel-umsU Chetty and Sons and others. 

Pre~idt?nt.-For special type of printing the English type is better in this 
'.,moe that it lasts longer and you get to better impression than you would 
from a German type. 

Mr. Udayar.-German type is also equally good. 
:tH. A/ntthai.-How long has German type been coming into the country? 
Mr. r'"dayor.-It is only during the last 4 or 5 years German type is being 

imp;;'~.ttthai._Before thO' war was there': lot 01 de~maD typeP 
M,. r'"dayar.-No. 
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Pruident.-Exc1uding Bombay in -1927-28 there was 2,431 ewts. of type 
metal and type for all India was 1,399 cwts. 

MT. Uda"ar.-There is an agent in Madras and he gets about 1,000 Ibs. to 
1 Ton. of German type every six months. Sometimes he sends direct indents 
if the indents were to exceed about 1,500 Ibs. 

President.-I find that the imports from Germany have been steadily in
creasing, 80 that the competition that the Indian manufacturer has to face is 
from Germany. 

M", Udayar.-Yes. 
Dr. Matthai.-Couid you send us the actual o.i.f. Madras price of German 

type 12 point? 
Mr. Fdayar.-I will send· you Inter on . 

• Not received. 
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The Gujarati Type Foundry, Bombay, 

(1) Letter clated !JOtk October 1928. 
1. The attention of the Tariff Board is invited to the fact that almoot all 

the foundries in Bombay and similarly many other foundries in India, except 
a few foundries in Madras, manufacture their own type metal; import of the. 
type metal for the commercial foundries in this part of the country is negli-
gIble-rather nil. . 

!to It is unnatural, unjustifiable and injudicious that a finished product 
like type should pay only 2t per cent. duty when its constituents or the 
raw materials like Lead, Antimony, etc., are made to pay a duty of about 
15 per cent. 

S. It look.OJ inconsistent and rediculous that when the Government hay. 
made the import of machinery and certain other articles used in printing 
presses, absolutely free, the raw materials for a type industry be made to 
pay a hIgher duty and the finished product type-should pay a nominal duty 
ot 21 per cent. only. 

4. }4~or the purposes of arriving at first cost it is not enough that mere 
coat of metal and charges of labour, 'office, etc., alone- may be taken into 
account. 

There should be a margin for the bad debts that require to be written 
off, margin for " castings" going wrong, the entire cost and dead loss of 
certain type styles not finding a sale because of the change in taste. Thp 
last is indeed a very important factor for every type foundry, 

5. Much of the s~alled apparent margin is not genuine, because, in India 
local type foundries have to supply small quantities of "Sorts" the cost of 
whose casting eats up the assumed profits in the sale of types. 

NOTE.-" Borts "----sorts mean some extra letters that are supplied to 
presses when they run short of these; a printer buys, say, 60 lbs. of t.."pes 
which have, say, 100 Capital' A J and 400 Lower' a '; when these types are 
distributed Rnd the compose is done, the printer finds that he n\->eels only 
20 additional 'A I or ' a '; any such supplementary supply of types is known 
89 .. sorts ". 

6_ If the Government decide to gh-e relief to this industry, equaBy ~nd 
ftnrly, duty on both the type metal as well as virgin metals ought to be re-
moved,-besides other relief like enhancement of duty on types. 

H, however, Government have any difficulty or objection to remove duty 
on virgin metals on the ground that the virgin metals are not consumed more 
than 700 tons-in the type industry, even at a most liberal estimate, and 
assuming that only fresh virgin metals are used, we suggest and press for 
duty on imported type at 60 .per cent. 

7. 'Ve press for a duty of 60 per cent. on imported types. at present, for 
the reason that-if the industry is to be protected adequately and not in a 
hnJt-lJenrted eppon-feeding way. 'Dhe latter course would hardly afford 
security or stability to the industry. 

S. Government need not entertain any fear of the loss of rel"enU8 if the 
import of tn)e ceases. Much of the revenue will be made up from the 
greater consumption of raw or virgin metals (as~uming the du.ty on them 
remains) and indirectly from what a prosperous mdustry contrIbutes, e.g., 
J ncome-tax, etc. . 

9. Higher duty on imported type is not likely to become a tax on know .. 
ledge. 

Assuming that the presses buy dearer"types, this estra cost is so distribute.d 
that it makes hardly any appreciable difference either in the cost of pubh
cation of a newspaper or a book or to the reading public. It may here be 
not.ed that many a newspaper pres .. or publication house use Linotype or 
Monotype machiiltlS, which will not De affected by the higher duty on types. 
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On the contrary, the duty of one anna per lb. on imported paper for 
booka and newspapers and a high postal rate for printed matter are really 
heavy and almost prohibitive taxes on knowledge which need. no scientific or 
elaborate mathematical calculation to understand. 

10. The Board may also consider that it is neither desirable nor patriotic 
that a country should be made dependent on foreign countries for a finished 
product j the consequences of any such state of affairs in times of war or 
8lmllar events are indeed dangerous. While considering this point, the 
Board may not be misled to believe· that because India to-day produces 
about 85 to 88 per cent. of the total types and only aoout 15 to 12 per pmt-. 
of the types are imported, the danger feared. by us is not true or is ~ 
_rated. 

We desire tile Board to see from now the dangers that are ahead and 
if the import of cheap foreign types is to progress in the same proportion 
as it h .. done during the last five y ..... coupled with the prj ... cutting (N. 
Re. 0-9-6 per lb. for English Character types, c.i.f. Bombay) the dangers and 
the natural consequences to result threfrom that we fOl'e8e8, will materialize 
and that, not at any distant date. 

11. We take it that the Board is aware that many an Indian industr,. 
have decayed and been ruined in a similar way in the past and we, therefore, 
wish that a similar fate should not be allowed to overtake this iDdustl'J' 
merely through the short-sighted policy of the Government. 

12. Lastly we do assume and take it that ODe does not belittle the im
portant"e of the industry because, in the vast manufactures and commercial 
trade of the country th ... figoree do not go beyond Rs. 20,00,000 annually. 

Indian foundries have sunk in this industry about Rs. 50,00,000 (Bomba,. 
contributing about Ra. 23,00,000) and afford work to about 4)00 skilled 
labour. 'J'be industry has opportunities to grow and develop with the 
opread of knowledge and literacy. 

lSuch an industry ought not tnerefore to be crushed by foreign competi
tion which has vast organised resources at its back. One should erloll an 
.uch resources if same could be for a country's good but if the same were i;o 
be utilised to orush a young industry, such grmt resou ...... are hardly a booB 
but a cal&mlty and a misfortune for a country against whose industries th8J' 
..... used. 

(2) Lett ... dated 81., Oct.ber 19t8. 

We have pleasure to attach our reply to the questionnaire issued by you 
on 29th July 1~27 with a few obsen-ations,* for the consideratiOll of the 
lloard. 

We shall thank you to acknowledge """;pt of this letter with encI081II'8. 

I!:nclosure. 

RBPLIB8 '1'0 TIUI Qt:JB8T1ONNA.DtII "BUBD BY 'rB:B TA.ILD'I" Boau QlIf 29ra: Jl1J.Y, 
1927. 

1. Lead, Antimony, TiD IUId Copper. (For proportion refer Appendis 
A). 

I. Only Lead i. p&rtI,y aTail.ble from Burma (India), but moat; of the 
double refined Lead com .. from England. 

8. No, not as a m.ain commercial business line; holnmtl' some ~ 
like ours manufacture it for sale to smaU foundries attached to printi. 
P""""'" or for Linot.,vpe Machin.. and Monotype Machin ... 

• V;do letter dated 80th October 1928. 
c 
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. ·4. Yes, since the foundzy was founded in 1901. The type metal we mad. 
for our- requirements. is as under:-

Cwt. 
1923 800 
1924 1,240 
1925 870 
1926 : 510 
1927 . - 500 

The constituents of the type metal are approximately the same as in 
Appendix A. Besides this, we manufactured type metal for our collStitu. 
ents as mentioned in item 3. 

5. Since we do not purchase foreign or outside type metal, we have used 
the type metal manufactured by ourselves in our foundry. (Vide question 4.) 

6. .None; none. 
7. """e either directly import raw or virgin metals from England or buy 

them locally. . 
Type metal mostly come from England and a smaIl quantity from Ger

many. 
8. The rates depend upon the quality and the conStituents of the mate

rials. 
(a) At present foreign firms quote for fairly good quality of metal lis. 45 

to 50 per cri. ~z-godown Bomb~y, which work out to approDmately lis. 36 
to lis. 41 ci.f. Bombay. . 

(b) Approximately at least 20 per cent. over the c.i.f. price. 
. 9. About 3 to 5 per cent. when the type metal is made and about Ii to 

21 per cent. between the process of casting types and packing them for 
delivery; the latter figure includes wast.e in handling also. 

10. See Appendix B. 
11. See Appendix C. 
12. (a) h per Bombay standard, a decent small foundry will require to 

pay as r.n~ about Rs. 200 to 250. 
(b) For a decent small foUDdzy capable to supply type outside its local 

area minimum investment in plant. (moulds, matrices, puncbes) and 
machinery would be about Rs. 1,00,000. 

(e) Furniture, equipment, etc. 10,000. 
13 ... u per estimate in item 12, about Rs. 5,000 to 8,000 per year, as 

dl"preciation at the rates allowed by the Income-tax offices in Bombay:-
21 per cent. on building. 
S per cent. on machinery. 
1i per .. nt. on matri""" and moulds. 

14. Besides investment in the Foundry, working capital needed is;
(a) lis. 2,00,000. 
(b) About lis. 2,50,000. 

16. The minimum rate that needs to be calculated i. 71 per cent. and 
maximum 12 per cent. for borrowed C'~pitat 

16. It is uncertain; to agents we have to pay on an average 10 per cent .. 
. to 121 per cent. as commission. 

Except the manager'. salary we debit the office expenses to the WOI'king 
cost of types. 

In this senae the head office expense is from Rs. 9,000 to Rs. 12,000 
annually. 

17. (a) Rs. 2-()..() per lb. aD an a .... rage •. 

\ b) Rs. 2-4-0 to lis. 2-8-0 per ·lb. on an average. 
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(ei Re. 0-9-9 to 0-9-3 per lb. on an average for English character typee 

and Re. 0-14-8 per lb. for vernacular types. 
NOTB.-We have come to know from private sources that an important 

English type foundry has reduced its selling price of English character types 
to ~. 1~ per ib. 

lB. Our current rates are:-
~. 2 per lb. for l2-point, English. 
From Re. 1-13-0 to Rs. 24-0 per lb. for vernacular types. 
Less discounts, if, and when necessary r according to the quantity of 

order placed; less ageuUi' commission when any. 
NOTB.-In September, to compete with foreign type selling cheaper'in 

Dt'lhi and outside we had to reduce Hindi type rates to Re. 1-4-0 for ~ 
point type. ' 

19. (1) Large presses which have f-or years bought our types, need the 
existing stock to be replenished with our types. 

(2) Facility to get sorts. 
(3) Also because the or~y presses are not stiU fully aware of gettin~ 

eheap foreign types. 

(4) Peraonal influence. 
(5) Dependability. 

20. Yea. 
21. About 20 to 25 fairly large type foundries and about 40 smaU ordinary 

foundriea . . 

22. No. 
23. Till a year or two back competition was practically confined to EngE 

Hsh types; now it is felt iu respect of vernacular types also, especinJly 
Devnagari) Urdu) Sindhi. We hove reasons to believe that even for verna .. 
cwor types the competition is bound to be as keen 88 for English types. 

24. (a) About 60 per cent. 
(b) About 40 per cent. 
25. (a) It will .erve the purpoae of the teriif, if the imported type metal 

for foundries be 4a6.ned as 'I t-ype " metaL. 
(b) Gov"rnment agreeing to allow free import of type metal will afford 

no relief tQ Bombay as well 88 to the foundries manufaeturing their own type 
metal aitua~ in other parts of the country except to certain foundriee in 
Madras. . 

Regarding Appendices A and C we do not desire pUblication of tbd 
information given; we give it confidentially to the .Board only to help them 
in their inquiry. . 

On these points, ornl evidence, if needed, he taken in camera. 

ApPENDIX A. 

qu .. ti ... 1. 
Constituents of the hard metal-

Lead 
Antimony 
Tin 
Oopper 

,er cent. 
631 
26 
10 

J 
100 . 

02 



1923 
19"A 
1925 
1926 
1927 
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APPENDIX B. 

Quest;.... 10. 

Capacity to turn out types-Ibs. 75,000 to 80,000 . 

.APP",,,,xx C. 

QlUstion 11. 

(a) -cost of type metal per Ib.-annas six. 
(b) Cost above t.ype metal-ten to eleven. 

Output in 
Ibs. 
81,300 

126,700 
88,260 
61,100 
50,600 

U we have the possibility to work the foundry to capacity about 12 per 
cent. 

No consideration is taken in the above ligures of deiul 10Il8, bad debts, ete. 

The Ninllya Sagar Pr ..... and Jawaj; Dadaji Type FoUDdry, Bombay. 

LeU.,. dated 61st October 11n8. 

With ",ference to your questionnaire of 29th July 19"27 supplied to me b$ 
the II Type Foundry Owners' Association, Bombay", I beg to send you her~ 
with my replies to the eeveral questioll8 relating to the type manufacturing 
Industry. 

RzPLtBa Q 'I'D NIB.NAT.A. SAGO OR JAWAn DADAD TYPa FOUNDBY '1'0 'l'ID 
QUBSTlOlll'"NAIBB IS911BD BY 'l'BB TABIFI' BoA.BD ON 29TH: JULY 1927. 

1. Lead, Antimony and Tin, mixed in the ratio of 3'2: 13: S. 
II. None of the materials except Lead from Burma are produced in India. 
8. To our knowledge there are no commercial firma in India manufacturing 

'nJe metal for sale . 
•• Our Foundry haa been manufacturing its own type metal sinoe its in_ 

""ption in IBM and haa manufactured type metal to the extent of typea cast, 
.. shown in the reply to question 10. 

Constituents uf the metal as per item 1. 
6. Yi e have been using only our own type metal. 
6. Fa< aU these years we have never need foreign type metal. 
7. For manufacturing our own type metal we locally purchase the virgin 

eonstituent metals. 
8. (a) The local c.i.f. cost of the ordinary type metal is about Rs. 4l! pel" 

ewt. (1111 Ibs.). 
(b) About 18 per cent. to 20 per cent. more than (a). 
9. About 8 per cent. to 10 per cent. uf the type metal is wanted in the 

entire type manufacturing procesa. 
10. Actual production-

1923 
19"24 

'1926 
1926 
1927 ,-

Cwta. 
900 

1,000 
860 
726 
650 
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If there is no price cutting by foreign competition we can manufacture 
and sell more t.ypes; if we work at full ca.pacity we_ can make. Ilbout 850 cwta. 
of types. . .. 

11. Works coot per owt. would be Re. 106. 
(a) Type metal about Re. 40 per owt. 
(b) Labour ohargee about Re. 64 to 66 per owt. 
12 .. (a) A .mall foundry capable to .ell its type beyond local area "m 

_require premises having a rental of &bout Rs. 200 monthly; 
(b) About Rs. 80,000 for machinery and plant j and 
(c) Equipment And furniture, etc., about Rs. 10,000. 
13. Depreciation is slJowed by the income-.tax at the following rates in 

Bombay:-
2i per cent. for building. 

,; per cent. on machinery. 
71 on matricea and moulds. 

14. Working capital required for present output is Re .. 1,25,000 and 
B.s. 1,50,000 for working capacity. 

15. The rate of interest we pay is 9 per cent. per annum. 

16. We have no Agents. 

17. (a) English types, cost Re. 2 per lb. 

(b) American typOB, Re. 2-4-0 per lb. 
(t) And German types, Re. 0-10-0 per lb. and Re. 0·14.() per lb. for vern ... 

oular types. 
18. Our current rates for the English types are Re. l-~O per lb. and 

Re. 1-4-0 as per lb. for the vernacular types. 
19. Our type commands a sale because of our long established clientele') and 

speciaHy because the cut of our types is better appreciated. . 

20. Our type i. as good as foreign types. 

21. There are about 20 gcod foundries and about 40 to 46 .small on ... 
22. Type metal cannot be used for any other purpose except fOf' the manu .. 

facture of type. ~ 

28. Foreign competition till recently was confined to English tyPes only 
but with the import from Germany of cheap German types, competition in 
vernacular types had also commenced and from the recent import figures and 
the latest advicea of further reduced prices, our industry is now in imminent 
danger of being shortly taken. 

24. Of the total types manufactured by U&-

(0) about 25 per cent_ are English types, and 

(b) about 75 per cent. are vernacular typ ... 
25. (a) U Type metal". 

(b) The removal of the import duty will be of no benefit to the foundri .. 
that prepare their OWD type metal. On the contrary the general effect of 
IUch removal will be to encourage import of type metal and open a new 
market to foreign labcur BO far as the lIuulUfacture of type metel i. con
cerned and as a result, native manufacture of type metal would be further 
discouraged to the advantage of foreign competition as the constituents of 
the type metal will b. subject to a duty which will be esempted in the case 
of imported type metal. So removal of duty on type metal merely would nol 
afford a real protection to the indigenous industry. The real way to pro
tect type industry will be to impose a duty on imported type to the extent of 
60 per cent. 
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The New Anand Sagar Type Foundry, ~mbay. 

Letler dated 3m November 1918. 

RIPLlBS TO TU8 QUR8TIONNAIBJI 188U8» BY THB TAlIlJ'l1 BoABD ON 29ru JULt 
1927. 

1. Lead, Antimon)" Tin and Copper. In the following proportioDB:-. , 

(G) Lead 
Per cent. 

721 
(b) Anwnony 
(e) Tin 

25 

" 11 
(d) Copper 1 

TOTAL 100 

2. We get lead from Burma and we import eomething reftDed lead from 
England. 

3. Special firms dealing only in type metaIa are not known to DB. Some 
foundries manufacture a small quantity for their constituents. 

4. We have manufactured our own type metal since the establishment 
of oUr folUldry in 1924. 

In 19"J7 we made 285 cwts. of type metal. 
}I~or constituents of our type metal refe-r to item 1. 
5. As above, see reply to item 4. 
6. Nil, nil. 
7. We do not import type metal but buy virgin metata loca1I;r. Type 

metal mostly comea from England. 
8. Tbe rates depend npon the quality of the metal. 

(G) Ro. 35 to Ro. 40 c.i.f. Bombay for ordinary good metal. 
(b) About Ro. 42 to Ro. 47 delivery Foundry. 

9. About 5 per cent. wben the type metal is made and about 5 per cent. 
forth.. from casting of the t;rpea tiD finish. 

10. In 1927 we manufactured 28,500 lhe. of type. 
We can manufaoture 40,000 lbe~ with ease. 

11. (A) Ra. 31-8-0 per cwt. 
(B) Ro. 42-0-0 per cwt. 

12. (G) We pay as rent Rs. 150. 
(b) Ro. 85,000. 
(e) Furniture, etc., Ro. 10,000. 

13. About Rs. 5,500 per ;rear at l....-Depreciation at the rate aa 
allowed in Bombay. 

2t per cent. on building. 
5 per cent. OIl machinery. 
7t per cent. on matrices and moulds. 
U. ( .. ) Amount for working capital is about Ro. 85.000. 

(b) Amount fOl' building to the capacity i. about Ro. 1,10,000. 

15. The minimum raw may be calculaWd at 7t per cent. and maximum 
,12 per cent., ' 

16. (u) We pay commission <>n an "verago to agents 10 per cent. 
(b) Our Bombay office manager', ('barge, etc., is Rs. 6,000. 



17. (0) About Rs. 2 per lb. known good foundriee. . . . 
Utber foundries not very w~lI known quote Re. l-(H) to :Re~ l~O per lb~ 
(h) BAl. 2-4-0 per lb. 
(c) Re, 0-1Z-0 per lb. 
1M. Our el'frl'enf. English ,style type rates o.re Re. 1 per lb. and Re. '()"14-0 

vernacular types. 
19. We couM sell our types due to our low price which we have to keep 

to introd uee our types in the market. 
~U. Qutlntity of our types is a little lower j if we can get full rate, i.e'~1 

He. 1--4-U to Re. 1-8-0, we are able to make types as good as German ,or 
English. At our low rate, we cannot afford to make, typee equal to English. 
sto.ndurd. . 

21. Aa per list nttached. 
22. No. 
28. Two years after we established our foundry we have realised the 

sad .tate of this industry. Competition is more in English types, but we 
anticipated the same keen competition even for vernacular types shortly 
as they already commenced to arrive iri fairly large quantity. 

24. (0) About 25 per cent. 
(b) About 25 per cent. 
25. Hemovnl of duty from type metal would not give us any benefit j 

if it is not possible to remove duty from virgin metals, imported types be 
made to pny 55 to 60 per cent. duty. Otherwise there will be no real benefit 
to our industry. 

Bombay Type Foundry Owners' A •• ochtion. 
(1) Lette. witho,,' Mt •. ( •••• ",.d 01> the .find. De •• ",b .. 1927). 

1 haVe pleasure to send herewith a. copy of the telegram. and the subse.
quent repreE:entation sent by the CbainnaD, Bombay Type Foundry Ownera' 
Meet,ing held in Dombay on 80th August 1927. 

This was prior to my Association \vas lormed. 
I understand t.hat a copy of the said representation was also sent to the 

Secretar,v, Department of Commero8. Simla, and Secretary, Revenue Board, 
SimlA" but there Was no further repl:y h"Om them except mere acknowledg
ment. 

I also attach :8 cOP.V of the te10gram sent hy the Bombay Type Foundr~ 1 
Workmen's tneetUlg on 1st September 1927. . 

I .. haU thank you to acknowledge receip~ of the enclosures sent. 

It,ncloBure No.1. 
TIN n.olutjo" pa'sed a' the Mceti"" of the Type Foundry OWftert of Bomba" 

on X" .. day, tho 80tA Auguri, 19;87" 
.. '1'h18 meeting of the Type- Foundrv Ownen:: in Bombav, held on 80th 

A.ugulft 1927, strongly protests against the amendment of t11e Indian Tarift' 
Af!t Of lAA4. so far as it affocts Types, Leads. 'Lead Rnd Br888 Rules, Metal 
aud Wooden Quoins, Metal Furniture. Shootin~' Stieks and Galleys by tha' 
proposed removal of dutlee thereon as the Rams 'Crill be detrimentQ] and 
w.icidaJ to the infant Type Foundry industry of this oountry and l'equPSt 
tht!' Govemment that 'with a view to protect and strengthen it, the 8xistiDtr 
duty on the above atSioles be enhaDoed to at least 15 per cent. 4d valoT.".. n; 

.. This meeting' also authorises its Chairman: to oommunicate this reso
lutinll. wit.h any further explAnation that mav be neeessarv, to the partieR 
interested in this question and also to the Department of· Commerce, Gov
ernment of India, Simla, 8nd the Members of the Legislative Assembly and 
Council of State." 
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Enclosure No.2. 
Tru. cOfYY. 

This maaa Meeting of Labour employed in Type Foundries, Bombay, 
protests against propoeals made by Department of Commerce, under Amend
ment Taritl Act, 1894. to remove duty on Types. Leads and Foundry articles. 
Due bad unfavourable trade and import of cheap foreign type. especially 
from Germany employment of Labour and Wages are being reduced in 
Foundries since some time past. In view of this unless further heavy 
duty is not im}>C?Bed on imports of Types and Local Foundry made matee 
rials labour woUld be thrown out aod- unemployment increase. Commerce 
Department pro{)osals create miSgivings. Request Government take imme. 
diate timely action to protect labour by protecting our industry, otherwise 
consequences will be serious all over and type industry ruined. 

Virji Hemchand. 

VIRJI HBM'CBAND, 

Chairman-, 
Bombay Type Fou,ndJry Workm ... '. Me.ting. 

76/84, 1tamashram, Kandewadi, 
Bombay, 

1" September. 

Enclosure No.8. 

Fao>! 

To 

CBIlAG.\NLAL 'TaA'KURDAB MODI, 

CHAIRIIAN O. TO MEETING OF TBB 

GAIWADI, GIRGAON, 

BOMBAY,4. 
1.t September 1ge7. 

TYPB FOUNDRY OWMBaB OJ' BoMBAY, 

To SECIlJ!T .... Y. 
DBPARTMENT 01' COMMERCE, GOVERNMENT Of INDIA, 

SllILA. 

Re Amend", ... t of Indian Tariff Act, 1894. 

DEAR Sm, 
I have the honour to confinn my telegram dated 80th August 1927 and 

tIC> forward to you the full text of the resolution passad by the meeting of 
the .. Type Foundry Owners of Bombay", held on 80th August 1927. 

In connection "'ith the said resolution I am desired by the said meeting 
to submit to you the following main reasons, amongst others, why it con· 
sidered it undesirable to remove any duty on Types, Leads, Lead and Brass 
Rules, Wooden Bnd Metal Quoins, Metal Furniture and lundry articles made 
by t~pe foundries in India and used in printing presses. On the contrary, the 
meetmg was of opinion that it was necessary to request the Government 
to take immediate steps to protect this industry by enhancing the existing 
duty to nt least 15 per cent. 

1. The raw rJOductlf.. ""'., Ant.imony, Lead Rnd Tin, from ",,,,hich t~es 
are made, pay an import duty of 15 per cent. ad valorem, and Rs.· 250 
per ton rel'lpectively, "'hEol'eas the manufactured eluale U Types" ,\Oill, if the 
GO.,erumeDt·s al'tlflndmeut;. be aocepted and passed, pay ao dut.v whott't.>e~er. 

Thi. i. very unnatural and contrary to any sound ethio of administra
tioo. industry or business. 

This is unjustifiable also on any ground of sound reasoning. 
It was in view of this that the meeting urged on the Govemment to 

Impose a duty of 16 per oen'. .~ l ... t on the imported types, especially 
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to counteract the unnatur&! and unjuatifiable advantage they derived by 
the so far nominal duty OD. them.. . 

The reason for Buggesting 16 per cent. duty 18 beoause Lead and AlltimCClV. 
the two main components of the type metal, pay 8B much 88 15 per cent;. 
ad v.lor.... duty. . 

2. Two years back, Government increased duty" on paper ADd ink-
two other branobe. of tb. printing industry-with a view to protect and 
encourage these two industries. r 

It, therefore, looks strange' that the Government in the same brea:t:J;t 
proposes legislation that may ultimately help in crushing out the undevelopen 
type induetry of this oountry. 

8. The meeting wondered if the Government were aware that the dump-' 
ing of cheap German types seriously menaced the looal young type foundry 
industry. 

'J'be following figures speak for themselves!-

IMPORTS PROM GEBlIAlfY. 

Year 1921.22 1922.28 1928-24 
. 215 

1924.25 1925-26 
Weight in cwts. 
Value' in Re. 

1 79 884 858 
165 9,441 24,890 87,807 

• N.B.-1926.27 figures' ar •• till not available. 

The meeting' alsO f~lt that if it was at all the Government's 'intention 
to give any preferentJal advantage t() England·, the object would be defeat« 
because of the more than 60 per cent. oheapness of German types against 
English types as the following figures showed:-

Y.ars... 1924.25. 1925.26 
Quautity in Value in Quantity in Value in 

Cwls. Ro .. Cwts. Ro.' 
UDlted Kingdom 958' 1,66,891 1,058 .2,00,979 
Germany 884 87,807 858 70,980 

N.B.-192M7 figures are still not available. 

The meeting was, therefore, of opinion tha.t the proposed Government's 
action, without giving Bny concrete benefit to England, would enable the free 
and unhampered dumping of oheap German manufactures, especially types. 
to the detriment of and serious harm to the growing young type industry of 
the country. 

4. Of the existing type foundries, only about Ii or 6 were eata.blished 
more than 80 yeara baok, in the vast continent of India, whereas most of the 
other type foundries came into existence jm~t after the war. It W88, hence; 
that any such proposed action ""ould seriously affect these young foundries 
which were still not firmly established nor were in a position to stand by them. 
selves the unfair competition and oUler advantages po&sessed by imported 
types. 

6. Some of the industries in general, 8nd the type foundry industry 
in partiouiar, are pQ88ing through oritical times and the foundries have to 
make their own st.ruggle to pull through. If. therefore, instead of giving 
support and strengthening the locsJ industry by protection and encourage. 
ment, by raising the -duty on imported types to 15 per. cent. Government 
.... r. to take any .uicid&! aotion in the oppollite direotion, sam. would result 
in the ftJundries being not able to atand the foreign competition and such an 
action would ultimately kill this industry. ' . 

6. 'The meeting also apprehehded that if the Government were not to 
take .fleativ. steps and· give th. long delayed proteotion to this industry very 
pr-..lmptly. the I&bour employed in the foundries would be thrown out at no 
distant date and would furth.r augment the &!reedy existing critical unem. 
ployment situation. It was. hence. that the meeting urged. on the Govern .. 
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rnent to eJi.l-ena their -helping hand t.o labour as well and,~ take s!-,ch ~teP9 
. til ...... migljt noli b~ .thrown out>. , 

In view -Qf the; above cODsid8r~tions the meeting' unanimously passed 
the resolution attached herewith and I trust Government -:would see the 
aecessity DO~ only to, stop the removaJ of duty on t~·pes. leads, brass and 
lead rules, metal and wooden quoins, metal furniture, shooting sticka and 
galleys but to raise tbe existing duty to 15 per gent. at least. 

I sball thank you to acknowledge to me tbe receipt of this letter at the 
.... bove addrBSf and to: &end any further corr~spondence at the same address. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sd.) CRBAGAn-", TBAKURDA8 MODI, 

Chainnan of tile Meeting of the Typs 
Foundry Owners 01 Bombay. 

(2) r..t~er No . .l. dated t~e 15th Ja"1J4f'1/ 1928. 

'f have; the honour' to herewith forward mv Association's reply to your 
quesftonnaire dated 29th July 19"27 in respect of Type FoundrY industry. I 
shall thank you to acknowledge its receipt. 

I .hall .lso feel thankful t() you to infonn me the earliest date when the 
Tariff. Board will bold an inquiry into this question. and. when it is likely 
to vi,sit Bombay. . 

Enclosure. 
Reply to the quedioMtoire. 

t. Lead and AD.timony· generally; some foundries add Tin and Copper. 
Least 10 per .. nt. of Anllmonv must be added to Lead to call it by the 

. hame type ,metal. Proportions"of Lead, Antimony, Tin and Copper vary, in 

.,.aU oases. 
2. None ""capt Lead in Burro •. 
B. Some foundries make type. metal for sale to their constituents j the 

~ ..lssociatiQIl .is' not aware, pf. this _beipg ,dQoe by any firm in India on a com~ 
m.ercial. basia.: ' 

4. Do DcK come ",ithin the scope of the Association for reply. 
5. Do not rome within the scope of the Association for reply. 
6. Do not come within the- scope of the A!'<soeiatioo for reply. 

, " 7. Mostly it comes - from England Bnd a small quantity from -America. 
"\V'8 are not aware if it comea from Germauy. 

8. We understawi the current rates per cwt. to be as under:-
(a) about Ba. 36 per cwt. c.i.f. Bombay, Ordinary Type malial, 

(b) about Rs. 45-46, Deli¥ery Foundry, Bombay, Ordinary Type 
metal. 

9. From 3 to 5 per ,cent.; .in ·oertain foundri... it goes much beyond 5 
,ef cent. 

10.· Do not come within the scope of the Association for reyply. 
ll. 'K:s:cluding -dE"'P~<"H\ti.on, interest~ .nnd agPD(,y and many sundry charges, 

the minimum c~"b WIll b~ ~ under ;-

(a) 0-4-0 annas per pound for the mw.t ordinary foundry made metal. 
(b) 0-4-0 ,ann"· per .pound ror labour and otlice charges. 

0-8·0 Total per pound . 

• 1 This does not in'elude' 'nn.Y laboratory agen('r' or ,advertisemen~ charges • 
. dead I ... , bad debts, etc. 
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12. We estimate the oost of a small t.ype foundry with, say, 6 machines 
88 under:-

TIent 125 to 150 rupees per m:onth, .i-B., say a property worth Be .. 5Q,OQO 
roughly. 

Machinery, Rs. 8,000. 
Tools, moulds and matrioes, Rs. 45,000 to Re. 50,000. 

Sundry, Ro. 5,000 to Ro. 7,000. 
'l'otsl Ro. ·1,08,000 to R •• 1,15,000. 

Such a foundry must ann~a.lly expand till a certain stage is reached.. 

18. On the above Ro. 1,250 for building depreciation at 2i per cent. and 
Rs. 4,600 on moulds, matrices and plant at 7! per 'cent. 

14. With referenoe to figures given in item 12, lowest Rs. 80,000 ma:rimum 
may go beyond Rs. 1,00,000 88 it depends upon the nature of the work the 
foundry does. 

15. Rate of interest on borrowed· money should be calculated at 7" to 9 
pdf oent. 

16. Do not come within the scope of the Association for reply., 
17. (1) Rs. 2 8 0, 

(2) .Its. 2 4 0 l per lb. of 12-Point English or Pica typos. 
(3) Re. 0 12 0 i ' 

Rs. 0 14 0) 
18. In Bombay local made 12-Point English Types sen from .Re. 0-14-0 to 

Rs. 2 per lb. and vernacular types also at similar rates. 
19. Proximity of the foundries. 
Great facilities to get sorts. 
Personal inftuence of local ca.nvassers. 
Import of German types has commenced only recently. 
With rnoro advertisement and the printing preSS68 coming to know more 

of them, their t;'l'Pes will sell enormously, and English or American types 
will have ,no market here worth the Dame. . 

20. Not in all cases; the type metal of Borne of the type foundries is 
indeed Tery low compared either to (a) or (b). 

21. Separate list is appended. 
22. No. 
28. To both English 88 well 8S vernacular types i effect of competition in 

T81'peet of vernacular t.ypes has now commenced to be felt. 
24. Taking the output of all the foundries we know of in Bombay, we 

believe the proportion of English and Vernooular types will come to .. and .f 
respectively. 

25. Type metol. 

General BemOTk8. 

Ueduction of duty on type metal alone will be onb partio.l and inadequate 
relief. A lot. of the oQ.ustit-uente of the type metal come as raw or virgin 
metal whioh the type founders use, to make type metal 1000l1y. 

The relief, if any, will be uniform, only if the finished foreign type is 
mode to pay a fairly adequate duty of about 25 per cent-. 

The Association is aware that it is not, so much the English and American 
types ""hich St",~erely compete with local products QS the German made 
('heap t~'pes. Bt.lt. as long ~ the English and. American types pay onl,. 
2! per cent. tantl ~ut,y asa~st .15 foer cent. p8.1d o~ raw or virgin metal. 
)r t:ype metal, a serIOUS Bnd Justlfiab e ground for grIevance remains. 
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(3) Letter dated 1st N.uember 19!!8. 

With reference to my letter dated January 25th, 1928, I have to request 
you ~ note the following in connection with the replies to your questionnaire. 

Question 17-

(1) Reply should read 2/4 instead of 2/8. 
(2) Reply should read 2/8 instead of 2/4. 

I have also to inform you that the c.Lf. price of German made t.\'pes, as 
per Jatest advices fl'om Germany, is about Re. 0-9-6 to Re. 0-10-0 per lb. for 
!.l1g1ish character types and Re. 0-14-0 per lb. for Vernacular types. 

My reply to the Board's Question 17 (3) was on the basis of prices ruling 
and known to my Association in December 1927. 

(4) Letter dated lot N •• ember 1928. 

In continuation of my letter, dated January 25th, 1928, and in further 
uplanation of the answers to the questionnaire, I am directed to address 
you as follows:-

1. The 'Type Foundry Industry is still an infant rising industry of 
India, most of the foundries having been established after the War. Even 
it is admitted by Sir George Rainy that " It is considered desirable that the 
duty should be retained for the present in order to avoid prejudice to the 
manufacture of printing type and similar articles, an industry wh:ch haa 
recently been started in India." 

2. (a) "It should b. an essential part of the fiscal policy of the Govern
ment that the raw mnt~rials should be made as cheap as possible and that 
therefore the duty should be kept as low as possible." 

(b) c,' Government should see that no foreign industry should be allowed 
to import free (or with almost nominal duty) the articles on which loca.l 
industries have to pay duties." 

On the contrary. we find Government levying a duty of 15 per cent. on 
raw materials, 'dz., virgin metals-Antimony, 1'io, Lead-and allowing the 
finished products, like the types made from these metals, to be imported with 
only 21 per cent. duty. 

«(') U Even till the Government change their whole policy of tariff they 
should gi¥8 precedence in affording relief to an industry that is Dot well 
established or is passing through a period of depression." 

We may mention that Type Making Industry is certainly not well estab
lished in India and in view of the dumping of foreign types and the trade 
depression. it is p .... ing through a period of depression. 

We quote the above arguments almo.5t in the same words as used by 
8ir Geor~e Rainy on September 8th, 19".27, when moving the Bill to amend 
the Tariff Aot (t~de Vol. IV. No. 59. Legislative Assembly Debates. 8th 
September 1927). 

S. The protection o~ relief, if . afforded, should be adequate. 
The local industry is apparently under a disadvantage in having to 

pay 15 per cent. duty on raw materials as shown above; the exchange ratio 
again gives foreign manufacturers an advantage of 121- per cent. Add to 
this the very cheop price of German typ .... costing only Re. ().9.() to Re. 0-9-6 
per lb. c.Lf. Bombay, against types. of ordinary type metal offered in Bombay 
at Re. 0-14-0 per lb. or types of very poor quality sold in Southern India. 

4. By maintaining an unjustifiable Tariff, the Government of India, 
even if &0 minded or dNireci, is not and will Dot he able to help the English 
~'yp. ,lI'oundry Industry (as the following figures shew); on the contrary it 
makes it very easy for the import of cheap German types to the serious 
detriment of the loc-nt Industry and to tho sure possibility of crushing it 
down aa an Industry. 



The cheap .. t English made typee manufactnred by Foundri.. not very 
well known, cost about Re. 1-2-0 to Re. 1-4-0 per lb. against which superiOr 
quality German made types are available -at about Re. 0-9--6 t.i.f. Bombay. 

5. A vigilant and shrewd Government would provide every means and 
facility for the children of the soil to get scientific and technical education. 
Unfortunately there are DO such facilities available for this- Industry locally; 
on the contrary, important responsible posts in Government Presses and 
Foundries are given to Eoropeans, and hence the' 'local talent- does Dot 
let opportunities to advance and progress nor the industry gets any benefit. 

6. On the ground that the artificial silk yarn be made 'available cheaper 
to the local manufacturers like hand loom weavers, etc., and declaring that 
the maintenance of Bny duty-on it was unfair and unjust, although the 
imports of such yarn had increased 30 times in 1925-1926 than what it waa 
in 1920-1921 (in spite of the import duty) t.he Government came out to 
remove the duty on artificial Bilk in last September 1927. 

In our case, by allowing. the import of types with only a nominal dut7 
and maintaining a high duty on raw materials, Government consciously or 
unconsciously aud without any special benefit to itself is throttling a young 
Industry. Thus the Government policy does not look conaistent. 

7. While speaking on the IndiaD Tariff Bill OD September 8th, 1927, 
Sir Basil Blackett said that a duty falling on Machinery, so long as it is 
imposed purely for revenue purposes. is obviously in the nature of a tax 
imposed on the raw materials. It adds to the cost of the finished producUt, 
and is, therefore, open to objection. 

Bow much more objectionable it should then be that the raw producta 
are taxed highly while the finished products made from the same materials 
are nominally taxed, with the reSult that this young Industry is to-day forced 
to ask for special relief, at the hands of thf;' Government. 

8. In spite of India having few paper mills and although the- quantity 
consumed. is beyond the capacity of Indian Mills to produce shMtly and 
although certain kinds of paper are not made in India., Government have 
imposed a heavy duty on tbe import ·of paper. 

In our case, if 011 t·be imports of Types were to be stopped. to-.daYJ 
Indian Foundries would supply that want; secondly, there are many found. 
rles already existing in India, and as the foreign types compete with the 
very types that they make, the Government, if it is fair, should see ita wa1 
io support and protect this industry as it has protected. the paper industry. 

In this ('onne<-tion t·he following extract from the British and Colonial 
Printer and Stationer makes interesting reading and further supports the 
claim for· protection: - . . 

It Extracts from an article on U PRINTING IN SOUTH AFRICA" 
that appeared in tlle British and Colonial Printer and Stationer, London, 
dated' August 18th, 1927. 

H SoUTB.. APRICAN PlUNTBU' PBOG~1tS8:-

" As regards the stnte. of the trade in South Africa, Mr. Radford reports 
that Printers o.re l'.'q)eriencing an improvement of business. This is attri
buted partly to the recently introduced protective tariff duty of 40 per cent. 
on printed matter. As South African Printers can themselves produce 
almost all t.he Printing required in the Union-with the exception of certain 
SI)ecialiscd lines, suc-h RS fancy calendars and Christmas ca.rds-tbey pressed 
for and obtnined this duty on the general run of Printing; and they are 
now congratulating themselves on the result." 

9. The Type Foundry Industry in India haa already begun to· Buffer 
substAntially on account of the import in this country of the printing type 
manufactured. specially in Germany. The resources of the German manufal> 
turers-financinl, industrial as well as technical-are such as to enable the 
German type to cost in this country from forty to sixty per cent. cheaper 
than similar Indian made types. Till very recently the vernacular type 
was almosl; a monopoly of Indian foundries, but now even vernacular types 
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·~e Devnagree,"etc., have been imported from GennallJ" and it will not be 
'long before vernacular typee of Bengali, Kanar .... , etc., wi.II also be manu • 
. factured in Germany. The working foundriee in Bombay and in certain 
,other parts of India have already begun to feel the effect of the cut pric .. 
a~ which German type is available. All fonndri ... in India are alarmed at 
the potentialities of which the present effect is only an inde". Although 

. it is a faet that from one cwt. in 1921·1922 the German import of type went 
up in lY:!6-1927 to C1Ver 900 cwt. the import doee not still satisfy more than 
& very small fraction of the whole needs pf this country. But this steady 
rise is proof positive of what tbe imports can, in ordinary circumstances, 
be in another quinquennium and in another decade. In 1923-1924 the im .. 
pOrts of German type totalled 275 cwt. only, while in 1924-1925 they were 
889 cwt.·. For this quinquennium the German imports have been steady at 
. about that figure, which means that the German type has displaced the 
indigenous type to that extent especially in big cities. During these years 
the reconnoitring work has been done on a much larger scale and a net 
work' of organisation is developing. Thing$' remaining normal, they are 
'sure to take the next big jump shortly abnost in the 8ame proportion as the 
imports of 1923.1924 bore to those in 1924-1925. It is quite a reasonable 
expectation that the average annual figure for the _ next quinquennium 
should stand at 4,000 to 5,000 cwt. and the next after that anywhere froin 

.10,000 cwt. and upwards. 
Unless something be done to arrest it, the avalanche of imported German 

type may in a decade bring about the complete ruin of Indian type foundries 
.xcept for purely suhoidiary parp0888. 

One very pertinent fact about the cheap German typee is that they 
'have 80 far affected only indigenous type but have almost left the imports of 
British type untouched. The British imports for the year 1923.1924 stood 
&t 989 cwt. and the German at 275 cwt., while in 1925-1926 the British 
imports stood at 1053 and the German at 853. This examination of fignree 
'Will show that the increased' and ever increasing imporia of cheap German 
type are not to-day hitting the British Manufacturers but only the Indian 
Foundries. The competition is not general but is the special concern of 
Indian manufacturers, who are, on that account, forced and entitled to 
uk the Indian Goverument to protect them. 

'the Association has in its reply to the questionnaire specifically referred 
to keen cot-throat German competition, mainly because the. danger is 
imminent and is capable to be clearly gauged by the Tariff Board; my 
A6Iociation is, however, not unaware that price cutting in English manufao. 
tared typee has already commenced. The selling rate of about Ro. 2 to 
Ro. 24 per lb. of English manufactured types is only of important and 
well known British type foundri88, but the typee manufactured by other 
foundries not 80 very well known or important, are offered for sale even 
to-dByat about shilling 1/9 per lb. less 12t per cent. to 15 per cent. dis
count. 

My Association has come to know also that, in view of the German 
types gaining ground in India, a wen established, well known and important 
British type foundry propos ..... to hold the mark8&, to shortly Teduce its 
l"ice from about Ro. 2 to Re. 1-4 per lb. for 12 point (pica) typ88. The 
negotiations in this connection are said to be in progress and my Association 
refers to some only to show that the unhealthy competition is affecting 
~n~lish productions 88 wen. If," therefore, the price cutting in English 
mad. types takes place similarly in very near future, the danger from that 
quarter will Dot be less than from Germany, which is already pointed out. 

10. The very first question that is alwaya raised when any Indian in. 
dustry seen protection is Iii what of the customs revenueP" In this case, 
it is moat easily disposed off. To start with, Government were willing of 
their own initiAtive to forego even the insignificant amount, 'Vic., about 
Rs. 8.000 that the:v re"li,. at present anti it was only because the question 
of a protective tariff was raisE'd that the present import duty of 2t per cent . 
... ret.inAd. Resi.$!,es, the virgin metals or t).-pe metal, when imported, 
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pay ,8 duty of 15 per oent. I fa fact, the customs department· ought to wei..; 
come impor:ts of the virgin metals or type inetal ill preference to manu .. 
factured type. If a protective tarilfis. impooed on the importeci type; 
Government are- never likely to realise at the eustoms gate less than they 
are doing at ,presen·t. . Assuming that B duty of 60 per cent. is imposed as 
pressed by us, merely five per cent. of the present amount of imported ~yp8 
will pay.into the treasury what the total ,imports of types to-dllY are dOIng . 

. On the other hand iI the. type foundry industry in India maintains .ita 
ground and expands normally. Government atands : to gain a .good deal 
directly, e.g., through increased income-tax receipts. and indirectly througb 
the employment of. skUled .labour wi~h consequent improvement in their 
standard ,of life:. A well established industry ,must please eV817 Govern~ 
ment pot only, on its altruistio but also. on its selfish .side. ~ 

11.' ;tt has been suggested ,tha.t any' inorease in -the duty on imports 
of type may mean a tox on knowledge. The'slightest acquaintance with the 
production and -saJe of books or newspapers will satisfy any reasonable p6f':' 
SOD that thia suggestion is as far from reality as possible. l 

Even assuming that the presses pay a trifle more for types~ the higher 
cost, if any, is di8tributed over a number of impressions one can take from 
these types, say about 8,00,000 to 4,OO,OClO and hence the rise in first cost 
per piece- of printed matter is hardly appreciable. -

The infinitesimal difference does not come to be borne in practiQe by 
the buyer of " printing," 'i.e., either the booksellerS or the readers. And 
what i8 this difference after' all when -we take into· consideration factors 
like ·the duty of ODe anna per pound on paper J the book post rate of ha.lf 
aDDa 'for five tolaS of printed matter, etc:, which are rather more di:rect and 
more' oppressively heavy taxes 'on knou'ledge compared to ltigher cost, re-
sulting from protlective duty on imported types. ' . 'I 

OD the other band a little reflection will shew that even if it did work 
as a tax on knowledge, the proposed Protective duty ~ a lesser evil tha.n the 
gloomy prospect of a ruined industry ancJ the consequent monopoly vested in 
a >foreign country. When that, position 'is realised there will be nothing to 
prevent the prices even of foreign type from _going up." That this is not a 
fanoiful idea is" provt"d by the 'Very 'recent action of the Java Sugar Trust, 
who have charged for Bugat- supplied to India nearly Rs. 12 per ton more 
than the countries west of ,Suez (as canl be" seen from a telegram that has 
been addressed' tJo Sir George Rainey on this subject by the Bombay Sugar 
Merchant Association). . 't."": 

12. It has been said that the whole question is trivial as the total figures 
involved are insignificant. ' If this be a fact; the illiteracy prevailing in 
this. rountry Rnd the enforcecl pUTC'hase of foreign books for all higher and 
s(IIcondary education, as well as the printing on account of Government ,an9 
the school text books that are allowed to be printed in England and else
where, a.re also ftsponsible. On all ,sides, however, one -can SM strenuous 
,efforts ,being made 110 spread primary '6Ciuoation and to propagate even 
higher education in vernllculars~ Already 'one has before him 0. widening 
and hopeful vision. The, Type fouudry industry in India is an' expanding 
Industry, :i.e.., if it is allowedl to stand in the face· of the powerful underw 
('utt-ing expedition launched from outside. It is the future to which, the 
Association looks and to which attention, of the Government is -invited. 
To the people of Iodie. even a &mall industry is not inconeiderable especially 
when it does supply more· thaD "eighty per eent. of the country's require-. 
ments of a particular commodity .and reasonably ex.pect to keep on supplying 
the increasing demaud. 

18. The Type founders in India have hitherto supplied more' than ieighty-
five per cent. of the type requirOO. in this country.. No other" evidence is 
necessa.ry to prove their capacity to do so and to be able to supply cent per 
cent. demand. 'It may here be ~peated that there were till veorv r~ntly 
alblost DO imports of. 'ternaeular "type." The" skilled as well as the- unskilled 
labour required for this industrY is available in India and given ~easonable 
aasurance, this industry will be able to induce the necessary- c::apital. As 
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regards the raw materials Burma suppliea lead which is the main constituent 
of the type metal, 8ay ahout 75 to 80 per cent. The other two constituents) 
tin and antimony are only very small quantities of the virgin metals im
ported into India. for all sorts of purposes and there is no reasonable possi
bility of India not being .. ble to get such neceesary supply for manufacturing 
printing type. 

14,. Type is a key material in the preparation of books and pape .. and 
it is extremely desirable that a big country like India should be self-support
ing in respect of it. It is surely ,undesirable in the extreme that advantage 
of certain favourable factors should be so allowed to a foreign country as 
to virtually hand over to it the entire control of such a key material. As 
a body of commercial men, this Association does not entertain alarmist idefLS 
but likes to think as a practical body and therefore cannot rule out of the 
world the possibility of another international upheaval. Such an npheaval 
would a.t once dislocate and even paralyse the whole press in India if the 
type foundry Industry be reduced by that time to the position pictured in 
the foregoing paras. Even a trouble between the' two countries, in this 
case between India and Germany, may seriously hamper education in India. 
That is not a prospect any Government can look with unconcern if it baa 
any solicitude ,for .,its people. 

At present about three thousand skilled labour is eetimated to be em· 
ployed in this Industry in India. This number is sure to multiply with 
the legitimate expansion of literacy. Besides these there is a large .number 
of engravers, matrix-makers, designers, pWlch-makers, etc. Again there 
is a Isrge batch of unskilled labourers finding employment in this Industry. 
The skilled workmen have had to devote years to attain their present skill 
and will lind themselves seriously handicapped if they are thrown out of 
employment. Already unemployment is prevalent in India both in regard 
to skilled as well as unskilled labour. Any addition to the rank of the 
unemployed will aggravate the present distress and any shrewd Government 
will try to stop such a caatastrophe. 

Many of the large preases in India have type foundries as subsidiary 
branches. They have invested capital in them and have made many other 
arrangements on the baBis of the foundries being an integral and inseparable 
limb of the presses. They will be eithe-r great losers or will be. seriously 
upset if they find that their foundries are not paying propositions which 
can be realised if the German type driv.es the Indian type out of the Indian 
market. 

15. The demand of this Association is for a protective duty to be im
posed on the imported printing type to the extent of 60 per cent. It oughb 
to be made a definite protective tariff so that the Legislature will have to be 
consulted for modifying or repealing it and the Executive cannot interfere 
with it. 

My Association has revised its former demand in view of the further 
heavy price cutting of German made types; even first class English foundries 
are now reported to have reduced their prioes from Rs. II to Rs. 1-4 to hold 

,the Indian market against German competition and already small English 
foundries have begun to· offer English made types at Rs. 1·2 to Rs. 1-4. 

In the opinion of this Association the removal of the duty on type 
metal will not serve any useful purpose. To the best of its information, tha 
Auociation can 80.y that type metal is not genera11y imported except in Mad .. 
ras tor commercial type foundries. Be6ides so long as virgin metals will have 
to pay import duty. it will be unreaoonable to allow type metal duty free. 

16. Many of the type foundries are only of recent growth; they have 
DOme into existence after the War. 

The industry has reached ito present state as a result of incessant and 
even unremunerative labour and industry of the past few years. 

A. & growing industry the Capital it haa attracted is not negligible but 
further capital is shy to come because tl,ere is not the reasauriDg factor of 
ito .te~i1ity. 
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After the War this Industry baa been subi~ted to the sam. disturbiDIJ 
forces .. every other industry in India. In the inevitable resbullling the 
owners of the foundries have been recently striving their utmost to main
tain their ground. They are also not blind to th. things outside their 
countries. They have realised the Decessity to send out their men to 
Weotorn countri .. to learn the new improved technique. But they will toke 
lome time to achieve rmccess in these new directions. . The Industry is there
fore. eotitled to be protected till it growl sulliciently strong and is well 
developed. The advent at this junotureof this· extraordinarily. cheap 
finished product especially from Germany to-day has come like a Budden 
upheaval which is threatening to throw the Indian Manufacturera altogether 
oJf the ground. This Industry therefore can and does make a legitimate 
claim on the Indian Government for protection agaiDSt the vast resources. 
which enable Germany to create this criBis and crush a young Industry. 

My Association, therefore, hop.. that th .. Tariff Board will carefully 
consider the above considerations and support this Industry's claim for pr~ 
tection to the extent it b .. been Bought... .' . 

General Import 01 Prl .... ting fup... . . 

OounUy. 

I 
1921-22. 

I 
1921-28. 

I 
1925-U. 192'.15. 19Z6-28. . 1920-27. 

. \ Owt. 1\0. Owt., lY. Owt. .. 1\0. Owt, 1\0. OwL~ 1\0. CwO. Ba. 
, 

'ODlte4 KJngdom 1.00oa f,!lol.888 1,1212,62,100 988 1.".668 8S8 1.66,881 -1,(1688.00.970 801S 1.91,086. , 
GermaDJ' • 1 ,., I. 9.Ul ... : 2"'.890 88. 81.807 ••• 70,980 918 98,.' 

ODl\td 8\&t. " ... 0.0\ .. !i1~818 ••• 14.'" 87 12,681 10< .1.861

1 
•• 18,088' 
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EVMlence ,of MessI'lI. M.Cl-ODI, DHIRAJLAL' CHHAcANLAL, 
CHHAGANLAL ilARGOVlNDAS anel R. Y. SHEDGl>, ~ot:elecl 

, at Bo!l).bay on W~dne.day, the 19th D£cember 192t'; 
• ; , '.' , ,- ~', .; I 

, ''lntroductoTl/. 

:Pn.titient.-Mr. Modi, YGU 'nepresent the Bombay Type 'Founders' A.sso
cia~n, don1t .you P 

Mr. M. C. Modi.-Yell. Mr. Dhirajlal Chhaganlal represents th'. Gujrati 
Type <jI~oundry, Mr. Chhaganlal Hargovindas the Anand Sagar Type Foundry 
and Mr. Sh.dgo th. Nirnaya Sagar Press and Jawaji Dadaji Type Foundry. 

Pre.rident.-I don't know w.het~r you W8l18 present the other day when 
I was examining the representative of ti!~. Allahabad· Hind~stl\ni. lJ'pe 
FoundryP' ,._".. . 

Mr. Dhiroilak~Yes, I was. 

Scope 01 the enquiru. 
Preriden-i.-The scope of the enquiry is somewhat limited j we have been 

asked to find out whether there is any inequality of tariff between you and 
the foreign manufacturer of' types, that·,is to say, whethep you are paying a 
duty OD raw materials which is higher in the aggregate than the duty he is 
.paying ,on -the finished type.- In this _enquiry we are not going into -the 
question of protection of the type making industry J but we are prepared to 

,investigate , ... hether there is a prima facie case for enquiring into this-question 
of protection. If we are satisfied that there is, we may make some recom
mendp,t,iona, .,but...tt, ie imp8.t8n~ of all 4Ie...fiM'-'fm'fi--what ..meuqalit.* bhoepe 
is in this tariff and secondly 'what precisely the position is as regards foreign 
compe-tition. 

Mr. Vhirojlal.-Y ... 

Du-ties on Raw Mate,'ials. 
Pr,esident.-As regards the inequality of tariff, there are two different 

kinds of raw materials used; the first is the type metal on which there is a 
dut,Y of 15 per cent. and then there are the virgin metals nsed by people to 
manufacture their own type metal. 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-That is correct. 
P,'eriden-t.-If we remove the duty on the type metal itself, it would mean 

that those people who make use of virgin metals will be at a great disad
vDntage. 

Mr. Vhirailal.-Yes. 
Pre.tident.-Because type metal will be imported; but really speakiug 

there is no one here who actunJIy makes type metal. 
Mr. Dhira;lal.-There are no commercial bodies only dealing in type 

metal, but founders do sell type metal. My own Foundry sells type metal 
to the Gov81'nment Presses, the Tim~ of India Press, the Bombay Chronicle 
Press and so on, but, of course, our main business is not of making type 
metal. 

Dr. Matthai.-What you mean is that you do make n. certain amount of 
type metal in excess of your requirem~mts in your own casting process? 

Mr. llhi,."jlal.-That is 80. 



.Pr.;sident~-'l'.liat would be comparatively' a small proportion of your. whole 
busiDe8SP 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-Y ... 
Pre.utent.-On the Madras side they UB. practically all imported type 

metal and therefore" retention of the duty on type metal would hit them 
whereas the removal of it would not necessarily heneat you very much. 

Mr. Dhirailal.-But if the counter proposal is accepted-we will be 'going 
into its discussion later-then the benefit will be •. " •• 

Pre.ti(lent.-Do you mean by _couu~r proposa.l raising the duty ',on typesP 
Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes, we appreciate the difficulty of Government.. We 

understand that it is difficult to discriminate between the two B8 the_ virgin 
metal is used not only for the making ,of types but also for many. other 
things. ' 

President.-Do you import your 'Virgin metal? : .! 

Mr. Dltirajlal.-We either import virgin metals or .b,r uy same from local 
dealers. 

Prendent.-The principal materials nquired: .,re'lead; tin and a.ntil1lony. 
Jt~or vernacular types I understand you use more lead? \' 

Mr. Dhirailal.-Not necessarily. -That is· probably the case 'in- Mauras 
where they use very low quality of type ,metal just to bring down .the iprice 
to as Iowa level as possible, but in other places,. especially in Bombay, the 
percentage of 'other metals is not so small. More, of antimony and tin is 
mixed here. 

Componti ... 0' t~pe .Mtal. 
l'rewident.-Wba.t is the '8vel'&ge percentage? 
Mr. Dhim,jlal.-The typical composition of the type metal manufactured 

by the ,local founders differs much; you can safely take it as 88 per cent. lead, 
10 per cent. antimony 'and 2 per cent. tiD on an 'average. This is for the 
lowest quality of type metal. 

Dr. Matthai.-That is to say) type made out of this compositioD would 
compete with the German typef! 

Mr. 1)ltltailal.-That i. not correct .. 
Pre.tident.-Which is tbe type that 'Would compete with the German type? 

What is the composition of thatP .. 
Dr. Ma.tthai.--Give us a composition that would correspond to 12 point 

standard. 
]Ir. Vh.irailal.-The general recognized standard of the American and the 

English type metal is about 26 per cent. antimony, 68 per cent. lead, 1 per 
cent. copper and 10 per cent. tin. This is the average recognized oomposi~ 
tion for first class type metal. I am not quite aware what the composition 
of the (Jerman type me"tlal is at present, but it may probably De a little lower 
than thiB. 

I'rice. 
PTf.~de-n.t.-Now let us take the price. 
Dr. Natthai.-Have you imported metals directP 
Mr. DAi70jlal.-Y ... 
Dr. Mattltai.-Have you done it recently P' Can you give us recent prices 

for lend. tin, copper and antimoll'y of the sort that you import? . 
Al.". Dhi"';la/.-I have Dot got any recent figur .. but the •• lling price of 

lead, antlmo.ny and tin are, Rs. a.t for antimony per cwt., Ra. 18 for lead per 
0\\'1-. and 7 anuas for oopper per lb. and Rs" 1-8..0 for tin per lb. 

Dr .• lIattAai.-For 100 lhs. of metal you pay Re. 38-9-0P 
Mr. DAire;lal.-Yes. 
Dr. Matthai.-That works out to about '6 anDas per lb. with labour. 
Mr. DAi ..... jlal.-With the making of the type metal 
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Dr. Matthal.-Ro. 33-9-0 is the total, "lui 5 per cent., that is Ro. 1-11'()~' 
Ro. 35-4-0. That is roughly about 6 annas. . 

Mr. lJhirailaZ.-Yea. . 
Dr. Matthai.-15 per cent. duty is included in it? 
Mr. lJ"'railal.-Yea. 
Dr, Matthai.-Therefore you pay a duty of about 10 piea per lb. on this 

material? 
Mr. lJhiraiZal.-Yes. 
Dr. : Matthai.-We have taken 9 anna. 6 pi .. as the c.i.f. price of the 

GerlDBn type. 
Mr. lJhirailal.-That is the average that we have worked out. 
Dr. Matthal.-You mean by average taking into account all kinds of typesP 
Mr. lJhirailal.-No. I am taking only 12 point type. 
Dr. Matthai.-Re. <!-D-4 is the price of 12 point German type? 
Mr. lJhlraiZal.-Yea. 
Dr. Matthai.-How long has this price been in fon>! P 
Mr. lJhirailal.-Since the last four or five months. 
Dr. Matthal.-Is that the selling price or the c.i.f.P 
Mr. DhirailaZ.-That is the c.i.f. price. 
Prerid.nt.-Then they pay 21 ppr cent. on that, that is 3 pi .. , and you 

pay 9 or 10 pi .. so that the inequality is about 7 pi .. per lb., or on a valu
ation of 10 ann .. about 6 per cent. 

Mr. lJhirailal.-It will work out to about 7t to 8 per cent. 
Prerid."t.-That is what you are entitled to on these figur .. , isn't that 

correct? 
Mr. Dhira;lal.-That is correct, hut we have not to consider the question 

in tllat light only. May I to understand that you desire to equalise the 
two duties onlyP 

Preriaent.-No. 
Mr. Dhirailal.-I have to mention this, because froni youl'remarks it may 

appear that this Industry is entitled to only about 8 per oent. additional 
duty. Whereas, I may submit, Sir, that the duty on finished products and 
raw materials need not be equal, rather on finished products, it should be 
more. 

President.-I see your point and I shall see that in our report we make 
Go recommendation to this effect P 

Mr. lJhirajlaZ.-I thank you for this assurance. 

Specific aut1l vre/erahle. 

Prerident.-We may convert the duty into a speci.6.c duty instead of an 
ad valoTem duty. That would be better, would it not, because you are not 
up against n.ny serious competition against more' expensive types. It is 
better to have a specific duty whatever the figure "is per lb. instead of having 
7t or 8 per cent. on the value. . 

Dr. Matthai.-Becnuse if the German price fnlls again the duty remains 
the snme. 

Mr. lJhirajZaZ.-Am I to understand that you want .. discriminating dutyP 
Pre.ndent.-There is no question of discrimination. The specific duty has 

thil advantage that although the price drops the duty remains the same, 
wheren.a an ad '\.·aloTsm duty acts in the opposite direction, the more the prices 
drop the higher becomes the duty. In a protected industry it is better to 
have specific duties. 

Mr. Dhirailal.-Exactly. 
Pr •• idenl.-That Is how the case stands. 
Mr. lJhirailal.-Y .. , so far as the inequality of tariff is concerned. 
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Pri.. .f t·yp. ""taL 
PreMent.-What is the price of type metal. 
Air. Dhirajlal.---4 to 6 annas for local type metal. , 
Dr. Matthai.-May we take it at Rs. 40 a ewt. on the average? 
Mr. Vhi ... jlal.-That will be .. little on tho high sido. 
Pre.ident.-What is the kind of type metal ordinarily used in the eountQ" 

for English types? 
Mr. Dhirajlal.-It varies 88 you go from Madras to Bombay. You find a 

differen8 of about 2 aonas so that 5 anDas would be a fair average, or Re. ~ 
a cri. . 

Pr .. id."t.-Th.t includes tho duty? 
Mr. lIhirajlal.-Yoa •. 
l'r..w.nt.-Yoor metal C<lOta you ahout 6 annaa? 
Mr. lIhirojlal.-Y ... 
Pre.tident.-And theirs is 5 80Das with duty 80 that the di.sadvantage is 

about- the same. 
NT, Dhimjlal.-Yea, 80 ar 88 the tariff ie,concerned. 
Preridmt.-Therefore 71- or 8 per cent. or whatever the figure is would 

remove the inequality in both casesP 
Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes. 

Wcuiag •. 
Dr. Matthai.-What is the amount of wastage? Supposing you start 

from the virgin metal j in the making of the alloy you lose a certain amount 
and in the oasting there is a further loss. Would it be about 10 per cent. P 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-That would be a little on the high side. The minimum. 
would be 5 per cent .• 3 per cent. from the virgin metal to the type metal 
and 2 per cent. from the type metal to the finished product. There is some 
further wastage but part of that is recoverable. 

Quedion 01 f1Totection~ 

P'ruid~nt.-Tbat is how the position stands. "rhat do you propose as far 
88 our immediate enquiry is QOncerned? 

NT'. Dhirajlal.-'Ve understood from the proceedings of the Legislative 
Aaaembly that the Tariff Board was also examining the question of protec
tion. 

Dr. Matthai.-As the President pointed out,' the immediate reference that 
we have is toe question of tariff inequality I but if you can suggest any ground 
on k'hich the larger question of protection may be raised, we should be glad 
to know what they are 80 that even if we cannot make any recommendation 
on that; point just DOW it might be possible for us to make suggestions to 
ltovernment. 

Mr. Dhira;lal.-The main ground for protection is the ("heap ness of this 
German tqpe which threatens to ruin our industry. We cannot attribute 
reasons as to how they are able to make types so cheap: whe't.hel' it. is due to 
a moye for price cutting, whether it is due to the subsidies that they get 
from the Government that they are selling it at such a chenp prico in the 
Indian market we don't know. All other types, British or Amp.rlc.tn, aU 
sell on the bigh side whereM the German typea are unusually cheap and tbe 
only pOSSibilities are the two that I bat's mentioned. 

Frei{Jht. 

Pruidtnt.-What other items are included in the price P 

Mr. Dhim;tal.-As. 9-6 includes freight, insurance and other sundry 
charges. This price must include a fair margin of profit for them also. 



Presid.cnt.-The freight OD the type would not he more than on the type 
meta] whIch you use. 

Mr. Dhirailal.-No. 
Pre.ident.-What it comes to is this: their metal with freight costs them 

aDDas 6. The freIght on the. metal may be taken to be equivalent to the 
freight on the type. There is a difference of three to four annaB between 
the metal and the making. . 

Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes. That works out like that. 
Pre.tident.'-:"Whereas that difference does not enable you to do any profit-

able business. That is the point. 
Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes. 
l"'re$iden.t.-How do you expla.in that? 
Mr. Dhirajlal.-There are certain shortcomings in the Indian market as 

well. It may be lack of scientific knowledge, or want of capital or inability 
to secure up-~date machinery. There is also the question of the market. 

Reduction in price. 
Pre.tident.-That is the' correct :way of looking a.t it. There are two 

'things. t ou must first of all satisfy the Board that this reduction in price 
is entirely done by the foreign importer. German imports in market are 
about 800 or 900 cwts. a year which is a very small market. 

Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes. 
President.-If the German wantl! to ... tain the market, he must keep his 

prices at the same Jevel as your prices or a little lower. 
Mr. D"iraila1.':"-Rather lower. 
President ........ But there are so many' foundries in Bombay. 
Mr. Dhi·railal.-We have got about 18 to 20 fouDdries. 
Pre.id."t.-In Bombay aloneP 
Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes. Of these 12 or 13 foundries are not doing commer-

cial business. . 
Preoident.-They are the very people that bring down the price. 
Mr. Dhira;fal.-Their competition is not great. They are Dot commercial 

foundries which can supply the wants of so many presses outside. They 
have to localise their business to one or two firms just as a foundry is attached 
to a press. So many newspapers ha.ve got foundries and their products 
don't compete with ours. Some of the foundries are entirely localised. Dr: Matthai.-How many of these are local foundriesP 

Mr. Dhirailal.-At least 5 to 6. 
Dr. Matthai.-You have got 15 foundries. 
Mr. Dhirailal.-Yes. 
Dr. MattIui1.-ls not there a great deal of competition among these 15 

foundries which results in the lowering of prices? 
lIr. JJhira;lal.-No, they each want to live. If they cut down prices, 

they must close down. 
PrClidtnt.-When a man has got a foundry, be linds that he cannot sell 

excE"pt by lowering his prices. 
Mr. Dhiraj/al .. -Yes, to a certain "nent. 
J're~idt!at,-\Ve had a peculiar instance in the Match enquiry. 
-'1,'. lIhiroilal.-I followed the prooeedings. 
rre.~ide'lt.-There you will find that Dny business that becomes profitable 

attracts Blore and mol'S capital. The result is that where there is a market 
for 5 articles, 25 articles are produced and the prices go down. As the 
prkes go down the foreign manufacturel' has got to bring down his prices. 

Ur Vlli-rajlal.-Here perhaps the case is the opposite. Germany's making 
cost" w~s annas 8 to anllas 9 and the &aIling price was anoas 15 all rouod. 
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Even to-day English types made by the smallest foundries are 'sold at not 
less than anDns 15. When we first sent our,- report last January,. we) had 
Information that the German types were selling in India at about- Rs. l..s..o. 
'l'he price bad come down to Rs. 1-6-0, 1-4-0 and Rs. r-l~ and ;we beard 
,very recently that it hOB come down to annas 9. . 

Dr. Matthai.-I do not knoW' whether the 'Tl'ade ReturnS are- correct. 
'J'aklDg the average Trade Returns figures, these are-the -German prioat that 
YO\1 gElt per cwt. from 1923 (handed iu), which does .not: ~D.dicate that lihere 
has beeh any striking decline. It is quite likely that invoice prices TelDain 
"the same and lower prices are made possible through discounts. 

Mr. D/liroilal.-I have not worked out rth~ ,prices.in that .way, but. ODe 
thing 1 can say and that is that the sale prices have gone down that way 
and the general custom with them is to keep the same printed prices and 
to offer different rates of discount. It is on that basis that I gave you these 
ligures. ' , ' , , 

Dr. Matthai.-Have you got any authority for that statement? 

, Bate 01 di$tft)unt. 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-It is a common practice for most of the German ,tyP't' 
'foundries to quote a rate of w..scounll with a diiferenoe of 5 W 10 ,per, cent. 
in their quotatiolf terUlS. Some quote from 15 to 20 per cent. discount· nnd 
ofhers 25 per cent. discount whicb is the maximum offered even to retail 
buyers. The same uniform price list is sent Qut (handed in prinwd list) 
tuld it is but natural to assume that when 25 per cent. are offered. to tetail 
buyers they must be offering say 10 per cent. to their ag~nts or wholesale 
buyers. . .. , 

Dr. Matthai.-How long has this p~ioe list been in 'force? 
M·r. VhAaganlal.-The date is given: Gn:the top of the 'printed list. 
Dr. Matthai.-19-7-192i. I believ6!,tlriB price list is still in force~ but'the 

J'~.tes of l118count are increased·. "," 1 i < ' ' 

Mr. Dhira;tal.-It is a common: practnOel with' them' to "keep ,'a high~r 
,printed list and then to give diJIerent, rat.6s of discount.. . . , ' 

l'l'<l.id."t.-They ... y here that th"Y gi,.I> you '. ,diBcount ot 25 per cent. 
Mr. Chhaganlal.-Yes. The piinted -prices are all one and the Tsame.' 'This 

rate of discount is given to smoJ.l m~n 'or retail buyem.' When a chief 'agent 
or a Provincial agent is appointed, he certainly gets a 'better and 'favoUrable 
price in this way that a higher rate of discount is allowed him and that is 
at least 10 to 15 per cent. more ovel" the usual discc;mnt allowed: to, J'etail 
buyers. " . ". . 

])roo Matlhai.-8o that if h. gets 10 toO 15 per cent. ·mo,re; 'he tak .. .to'per 
cent. and the rest he allows to the bu.Y~r'" ' 

Mr. Dhimjlai.-'l'hat ;" why they are able to .. nat about A:>. 11-6 at 
Allahabad. 'l'he freight from Bombay to Allahabad would be. one anua. 
'I'he actual price at which they sold 11 point type was As. 11-6.' I would 
like to mention here that tile German typ~ of 12 point as well as 11 and 10 
points are also offered at the same price at present in Delhi and Bombav 
markets. Any local foundry would charge for 10 point ~yp~ about As. 2 to 
As. 3 more than 12 point type. For the German types whether 11 point 
or Ii point the sate prices 8J:"E'1 the same in' Bombay and Delhi. There is 
difference in 10 point type nnd 12 point type (samples shown). Ml\kina cost 
of the smaller bodv is more and it takes' longer time in ca.sting~ '" 

llr. M4tthai.-Conld you ... nd us a oopy of. that letter with si~'""pi .. 
marked contidential,P , , ! . , 

M,'. Dhi .... jlal.-y... ., ' 

Ninloya S.o.gar Type Foufldru. " 
Prt$ident.-Nirna~a Sagar Type 'F~ulldry is 'the' biWst Ifo~dr".. 
Mr. Rambhaw.-Y... ' .., , 
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Pferi."t.-That is a very old foundry. 
M,. Hambhaw.-'-66 years old . 

. Preaident.--Will you be able to send us your costs? 
Mr. Rambhaw.-We have given you our costs in reply to" the questionnaire. 
Dr. Matthai.-Your foundry makes about 30 tons a year. 
Mr. Hambhaw.-Yes • . 
Dr. Matthai.,--gave you any idea whether a foundry that makes 30 tona 

a Fear would be considered in other countries a large enough unit for e~ 
nomiesl production P. 

Mr. Dhi-rajlal.-Yes, it will be considered I economic. I 

Dr. MattAai.-What i. the average size of a type foundry in Germany or 
England? . 

Mr. llhirajlaZ.-J have no reliable information. 

- Produticm on untcanomic ",cale. 
Dr. Matthai.-As regards your case for protection it may be urged that 

your costs at present are relatively high compared with Germany, becaUBe 
your factory is producing on uneconomic scale. That point may be urged 
against; you and it is a point that you have got to meet. \ ' 

Mr. Vhirailal.-Nirnaya Anandsagar, Guzarati Type Foundry, Hindus
tani 'l'ype Ii'oundry are considered to be the biggest foundries. If these 
foundries are considered small, then India will never be able, to, have a type 
foulldry of its own. 

Preride"t.-Anandsagar are getting about Rs. 14-0. 
Mr. Vhirailal.-Yes. 
Prerident.-That is not a bad price. 
Mr •. Dhiroilal.-It is for them to 8ay. 
Prerident.-Even if you take AB. 6 aa the price of the meta! that giVelI 

them about As. 14 above the prioe of the metal. . 
Mr. Dhiroilal.-That is true, but there are so many factors to be takell 

into account. We have taken 12 point type .s the basis for discussion. A 
type foundry does not make onlY 12 point type. 

Prerident.-l\I.r. Rambhaw, what do you get for the 12 point? 
Mr. Rambhaw.-Ra, 1-4-0. 
Prerid.nt.-How much you get for the En~lish?' 
Mr. Hambhaw.-Rs. 1·2-0. 
Pr .. idellt.-On their figures they Bre not doing"", badly. They are not 

feeling the competition. 
Mr. Vhirajlal.-They do feel the competition. Most of the large founders 

are not making 10 or 12 point types. If we make any profit at all, it. would 
be not from 12 POlDt types, but from "ther types. 

Oa36 for protection. considered. 
Dr. Matthai.-At present apparently the Indian Type Foundries are able 

to mset about 85 per cent. of the Indian demand. The questioll may b<> 
raised that if the Indian induatry iii able to meet 85 per cent. of the demand 
at present is there a case for protection P 

Mr. Vhirajlal.-in reply to that I ... iIl say that if protection is Dot giveln 
now, the whole industry will be very adversely affected, if they are allowed 
a footing in the country. At present it is a beginning and it is a thin end 
of the wedge. It is the price cutting hrought to so a level that production in 
India becomes uneconomical or non-paying and it is this cheap price that 
we fear. 

Pr63ident.-The figures don't suggest that the imports are increasing. 
. Mr. Vhirai/al.-Unfortunately the figures are not. available which will con

vince the Tariff Hoard. 
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German. competition. 

President.-We ean only go by the materials at our disposal a~~ the 
figures don't show that there haa been an,. increase in the import of German 
typ ... 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-These figures in the trade returns were only available to 
us after we sent in our representation. 

Presiden.t.-\Ve have got these seven months' figures for 1928-29. In 1926 
the total imports were 1,141 for seven months from all countries. In 1927 
they dropped to 726--tho.t must be due to Bome accident-in, 1928 it was 
1,166, 80 that there isn't any great increoae if you compare it with the 
previous years. 

Dr. Matthai.-For about four years it bas kept more or less steady, 
Mr. Dh.irajlal.-In the import of German types the change has been very 

rapid since the last four years. The increase has been disproportionate. 
Preridf'nt.-You can't take the figures for German types for 1923-24 88 

typical. 
MT. Dhirajlal.-I will give you figures for the previous years. From 1920-

24 the figures are not available. In 1912-13 and in 1913-14 imports from 
Germany were 35 cwts. and 44 cwtB. respectively. ' 

p,.e.tident.-True, but they had just come into the market. From 1924-25 
to 1928--29 imports have been fairly steady 80 that we pannot 'Say that German 
competition is on the increase. 

M.. Dhiraila!.-In this particular c""" the imports have remained the 
sarne while the price has gone down and the price cutting is so severe that 
It has atf~cted other prices in the market. ' 

Dr. Matthai.-8upposing we put the case iii. this way:' ""e recommend 
to the 60vermoent that the tariff inequality to which you are subject should 
be removed and after that we wait and see how the German competition in 
the indian market is developing. Then if you find that the German competi. 
tion is atill on the increase and you are suffering on account of that, then it 
will be time for you to make further representation to 'Government, but 
in the menwhile if we remove the tariff inequality to,whioh you are !Jubject 
WGuld Dot that be a satisfactory solution P 

'MT. l)hi'rajlal.-I quite appreciate the assurauC'fl given but circumstances 
may not remain the same. 

Pre.rident.-We are always anxious to help" industries whenever we can 
but can we make a recommendation about a case which has not arisen? 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-My idea is that a shrewd Government should take things 
by the forelock. . , 

Prerident.-A. sb.rewd Government does not provide for a risk 'that haa 
not arisen! German mnnufacturers may soon realize, supposing we say that 
if the prices drop further Government will consider the case for further 
action, that it will not pay them to cut prices. 

Mr. DhirajlaJ.-To that extent the Indian industry would be benefited. 
Pruident.-Can ~O\\ really say that we have materials on which we can 

make any recommendation P 
Mr. Dhirailal.-The prices of our materials have been going down. 
Pre"idE'tlt.-But the imports have not increaaed. 
Mr. l)hirailal.-The prioes have gone down from Rs.. l..s..o to 9 annas. 
Pr.ride"t.-Can you give us the pric .. of German types for 1924-!!';P 
Mr. Dhiroilai.-I shall get you tho selling price. 
Dr. Matthai.--Give us for the past five yeara. 
Mr. JJh;railai.-Y ... 

In.teNUJl competition. 
Prerident.-If the prices go down but the imports don't increase that will 

meaD that owing to internal competition prices are going down. If the 



reduction i~ p.rice is accom~anied· by ·8.D. inc-rease in the importa ihen yon call 
say that t~s IS due. to foreign .competl.tlon~ but if the imports'remain steady 
but the .prlces c~m.e down Government may say that the prices have nothing' 
to do With ~be Imports. ~e ought to be able to say that prices have gone' 
down and Sl.multaneou. .. ly wIth that foreign competition haa increased. That 
wo.uld be eVidence to. E'1Jggest tllat t~e foreign competition is strong •. But if 
prlCes g? down ~nd Imports do not Increase, what is the explanation P It is 
that ~"'lng to mtern:t.1 competition prices are being brought down and if 
that 19 the case however much p.rotection Government may give you, you 
cannot benefi:t, can ;vou? SUPPOSIng we gave you 100 per cent. protection, 
t~e result wIll be that more Indian foundries will be established and there 
wdl he keener competition and local prices will not increase. 

Mr.lJhirajlal.-That would restrict the benefit to India itself. 

Pr"'id."t.-At present y<lU have got 85 per cent. of the market 80 that 
there is only 15 per qent. left. Supposing you got this 15 per cent. that 
won't help you. . 

Dr. MattlwJi.-Yonr main point i. tbe price? 
Pre,idt'nt.-The point arises, bow are we going to get-you a higher price 

with. this Internal competition? In the Textile industry we found the same 
thing: we foun-l the same thing in the C-ement industry; the same thing in 
matches. I cOllfess the position is very difficult, bot it is not a position which 
Government caD remedy. 80, as my colleague was suggesting, supposing 
Slmultoneously with reduction in foreign prices there is an increase in the 
foreign imports then you are on firmer ground but 80 far the imports remain. 
on the same Jevel as before. 

Mr. Vhimila1.-But later on when the situation ari ... you win find that it 
will be too late. At present we feel that we are n~t secure. 

Preaident.-Supposing a duty of 100 per cent. was put on do y~u think 
prices would rise P U the prices do rise they will only rise for a short time 
tIll other foundries are established and then prices will begin to drop again. 

Mr. lJhiraj/al.-Th. Gujrati Type Foundry sells its types at Rs. 2 per lb.; 
my friends bere oen at Rs. 1·14-0 and Re. 1'()"(). Now, aU theao type fOllD

dries are able to sell their types at prices ,,-hich depend on their qual~ty 
and 80 on. But if yon allow German types to come into the country w~h < 

are dicld~ly good, if not bet1;(l'r than some of the local types, consumers WIll 
go in for German types which are clleaper and good at the same time than go 
in for for some of these local types. 

Dr. Mafthai.-As far as the t·hree large foundries are concerned· do you' 
arrange prices on some kind of understanding P 

liT. Dhirajlal.-We have Dot yet come to that stage but there is a move 
~hat we should. in view of the present cir;umstant'es) regulate our prices 
lD some way. 

Dr. MaffhGi.-Uerman prices have been on the decline for the last two 
or three yeara P 

'Mr. Dhirnjlal.-Mostly two years. 
1)r. Matthai.-In spite of that yon have more or less maintained yourself 

at thls level of 85 per cent. of the Indian consumption and if, in these cir~ 
cumstances, we mode a BUK..~tioD that the industry should be protected, 
the ObVIOU8 answer would be that the industry. as things stand at present, 
1n spate of the German· competitien, is in possession of the great bulk of the 
Indian market and is therefore not really a struggling industry. 

M,. Vhirailal.-But this is the thin end of the wedge. 
llr. Matthai.-If vou can show that this i. the thin end of the wedge. But 

that can only be dem'onstrnted by the increase in imports and decline in your 
marKet. 

Mr. Dhirojfal.-Even before the war tbey were not sending German types 
to this .xtent. 
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Prerident.-True J but the Indian business was then new to them. They 
commenced in 1923-24. J,n 1924·2,5 they got up to 889 cwt... and they have 
remained more or less at the SQDle level up to now. Therefore you cannot 
say that their competition has been on the increase. If we are sati~ed that 
the German oompetition has actually increased then we should certamly not 
hesitate to make a recommendation so that the terms of reference may' be 
changed. I am trying to get information from you on the point and, you 
are Dot able to belp me with more information than I have got. 

Dr. Matthai.-Taking you indivic.1ua.l foundries have your total sales within 
the last two or three years shown a decline? ' 

Mr. Dh.irajlal.-Yes. . 
Dr. Matthai.-Have you got the figures? 
Mr. DAi""jlal.-1 have submitted my figures to the Boord. 
Dr. Matthai.-I want your actual .01 ... 

N etc Foum,drie •. 
Pruidtmt.-How many new foundries have been started within the last 

four or five years in Bombay? 
M". Dhira;lal.-Five or six. 
Pre.rident.-How old is this Type Founders' Assoiation? 
Mr. Modi.-'J'wo years. 
J"re"ident.-How many foundries were there four or five years agoP' 
Mr. M~di.-About 13 and now~there are about 20, but the recent foundries 

which go by the name of foundries are. hardly foundries. 
P·re.tident.-The whole point is this. As in Bombay so in the motussil, 

foundries have been inreasillg and therefore unless the demand for types also 
incrE'ases somebody must lose a part of the business. 

Mr. V4irailal.-Even bigger presses have got foundries attached to them. 
Pl't.'li(/ent.-The demand for loose types may be smaller now than before 

because some of the biggt>r newspaper presses are using Linotypes and 
MOllotypes. 

Mr. J)hirailal.-I admit, that because of their great facilities newspapers 
are now buying Linotype and Monotype maC'hines. If the Linotypes had not 
been in existence newspupers would not have been published with the present 
rate and in tho present style. On the other hand, there is more literature 
that is published and there is more demand for printing of books and t.hin~ 
of a general nature, advertisements and so on. Even the ordinary shop
keeper who never used to drea.m of printing now comes to us -to get· his 
books and papers printed. 

p,.eJident.-That is true. but the foreign imports, have not increased so 
that it only shows that tbe increased demand has been met by increased 
Indian supply. The whole point is that if your output has gone down it 
rna,. be due to that fact thnt more foundries have been established i~ ,the 
country than the increase in the demand. 

M1'~ Dhirnilal.-It could be explained partly in that way. I 

P·'·erident.-or it may be that foreign imports have increased; but as r 
laid, foreign imports have not inreased and, therefore, it must be that the 
production of types in the country has inc;&eased in· a bigger propqrtion 
than the demand. 

Mr. Dhirajlal._I would like to mentiQIl one thing that these imports have 
atfeC'ted mainly the foundries establlshed in Bombay, Calcutta and partly 
Madras. Firstly it has affected Bombay, then Calcutta Bnd then Madras. 
'J'he~· have not affected the smaller local and mofussil foundries 80 much as 
thPy have affected us. 

D,·. Mattha·i.-That. does not alter the case because it would be at; the 
-ports that foundri83 would be started.. If we take your output in 1924 .. 
1,!l4O,(!wts., aocordio& to your figu~es, we find that it JlVent down to 500 ~~. 



60 

in 1925, and supposing it is suggested in answer to that, that your loss in 
sales is to be accounted for by the increase in Bombav iJl' the number of 
foundries you would not be able to meet it? ~ 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-It would not be entirely correct. It may be one of the 
reasollS. 

Pre8ident.-ln India there is a tendency to overproduction where indUB
tries can be started with small capital. A few thousand rupees may enable 
a man to start a foundry and he brings down prices and against that you 
have to compete. 

Mr . .vhirailal.-I agree with you there. 
Presiden.t.-It is the difficulty of selling your product that affec~ the

price. Other people come into the field and want some business;' they try 
to get hold of the market which was formerly held by you. That is th .. 
trouble with our indian industries; whenever a.n industry gets ,started with 
a small capital there is a tendency to D~erproduction. A rew thousand rup_ 
may enable any man to start a foundry. 

]h. Matthai.-And you can make very cheap metal out ef. scrap' 
Mr. Dhirajlal.-It is not always so. 
DT. Matthai.-The mnall man who brings down the price is the man who 

would be likely to noescrap. 
~r. Dhirailal.-Just likely; but then, in this case, the atandard that w .. 

have to go by i. the average type made by a reputed type foundry. 
pre&ident.-You are getting a price somewhere between the English price

and the German price. 
Mr . .vhiroilal.-Yes. 
PT8&ident.-That is what is happening now and the tendency would ba

for you to get either that price or a little higher price and for the s:nall6J" 
fellows to get more or less the German priC'e. That is what is happening 
at present, that the price in the country would be determined more or less 
by the price that these amaH founden are prepared to accept. 

Mr. Dhirajlal.-That is true, but price cutting is not restricted alone to 
Germany. . 

President.-You have got your connections; you have got your reputation~ 
but look at the small fellow who starta with say Rs. 10,000 or Rs. 5,000. 

Mr. DhirajlaJ.--So far as \\'e are concerned, in view of this, in order too 
keep our hold on the market, we have decided to bring down our prices but 
we know and we feel that by bringing down the price we are not making any 
profit; it is rather the other way. 

Pr .... dent .-All of YOIl have cut down prices P 
Mr • .vhirajlal.-The Gujrati Type Foundry have not cut their prioa 80 far 

but the other. have. 
Pre"'d ••. t.-So far as they (other two foundries) are oont'Orned it is really

. a lide line P 
Mr. Dhirajlal.-Yes to a certain extent. The same is the CMe with the

Hindustani Type Foundry. Mote than half of their types is used in their 
own press. 

l'r .... d •• t.-Thi. Gujrati Type Foundry, how old is that? 
Mr • .vhimjlal.-About 28 years old. 
Dr. Matthai.-How much of your type i. absorbed by your pressP 
Mr. Dhirailal.-We have not got apr.... . 
Dr. Matthai.-How much of your types i. used by your Press, Mr. Shedgel' 
Mr. Sh.dg •. -About 5,000 lbs. a year. 
Dr. Mattllai.-That is to say about 1/15th of your total output in a yearl' 
Mr. Shed"e.-Yes. . 
Pr ... ident.-I think I must ten you now that our difficulty li .. in the fam. 

that we have not got the materiala and perhapo we may stat. in the report 
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that if circumstancea arise which jeopardize the industry then it will be time 
for the industry to apply and for Government to take such steps 88 may be 
necessary. Our terms of reference only refer to tariff inequality but, 88 I 
laid, we would have been prepared to go further, though the terms of refer ... 
aoe do not enable us to do so, if 'we were· satisfied on the materials now 
available that there was a case for protection. We are glad that you take a 
sensible view and feel B8 we do, and therefore it is no use making our re. 
commendation unl ... we can support it by aotuaI facts and figures. We would 
make such hcommendations as we can as regards inequality of tariff and if 
oircumstances arise tbat would put the industry in difficulty, it will b. time 
for you to apply Bnd Government will no doubt take such ,steps as they 
t1iink fit to .. ,ist you. 



L~otype alld M achinerJ, J,i!illia ld,Cal~ldta.. 
Letter dated tlStli Aug ... ! 191fT. " , 

, . We import met':l solei': for ..... in & Linotype. While the machine itaell 
is imported at 2i per cent. duty, the duty on metal is 15 per cent. To enahle 
the machine to function, thi~ metal is absolljtely necessary, and therefore 11'8 
think it should be assessed fur duty at the, same rate as the machine. ' 

The ..,mpooitioB of the metal is a, fuJlowa:-

Lead 
Antimony 
Tin 

N onnal working temperature is 55OOF. 

Per cent. 
86 
12 

2 

The metal is imported in ingot form, illustration of which we attach. 
We should be glad_ if you would place this before the Tariff Board for 

consideration. 

Calcutt" Linotype Users' Associ .. tioh. 
L.tter dat.d '5th Augulf 191fT. 

It was I "ported at a meeting of the above lest evening that the Tariff 
Board had had referred to them an applieation asking for the reduction of 
duty on type metal. 

We wish to support this, 88 linotype metal is an absolute essential on the 
working of a Linotype--the machine is useless without it. The metal is im
ported in ingots and is a mixture of lead, antimony and tin in the proportioD 
of 86 per cent., 12 per cent. and 2 per cent. 

SeeinR, therefore, th,,'\. this metal is the raw material for the production 
of books 8!:d newspapers, we support the applicatil)D for a reduction in duty. 

Mean. Stephens-m. Blake anel Company, Limitecl, ! heJlield. 

r.~ler dat.d Ulh September 19t7, 10 the U..der Secretary of Slat. for f..dia 
Mconomic and O"'erua, Departmen.t, India Office, London, S.w.i. 

We are informed that the Indian Type Founders have made application to 
the Government of India for legislation increasing the duty on British Type 
imported into India or alternatively decreasing the duty on imported type 
metals. 

We have the honour to enclose a memorandum regarding such application 
Aigned by the Chairman of our Company and to ask that our views may btl' 
brought to the notice of the proper authority. 

I!:n('iosnre. 
Copy 01 letter datf'd vitA Stptemher 1927, Irrnn. Me5~r3. Stephenson, Blake 

tf, Co., Lid., Shrl!i_ld, to the Under Sur,taru of Slat. for India, ECDn'i 
mic and Oversea! DepGrtment, India. Office, London., S. W. 1. 

ApPLIOATION BY INDIAN TnB FOUNDERS 'J'O GoVllBNJDN'I' 01' INDo. 'rO BITIID 
INCRItASB THB DUTY ON IMPORTBD TnB OB DBCBBUB TUB Dtrn' ON IHPOBTBU 
type MRTAL 

Mernorand,un l,y Sttphen-lon, Blake t!- Co., Ltd. 
The above npplication amounts to an admission of the inferiority of 

printing type produced in India as compared with t·hat produced in England. 
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and that in spite of the fact that Indinn-made type is sold at about one-tbird 
of the price of the type made in Englnnd, the former is unable to compete with 
the latter without special protection. If such protection were granted, it 
would merely have the effect of stabilizing or increasing this inferiority in 
quality of Indian-made type by making prohibitive the use of type of superior 
quality imported from England. The result would be that the printers of 
India would be compeHed to use horneo-made supplies of type so inferior in 
quality that the standard of excellence of printing in India would inevitably 
deteriorate. Moreover, the Indian type founders with the ASSistance of the 
protection applied for would Dot even be obliged to produce type of as good 
quality as at present, 80 that things would grow bad to worse. The best way 
to incl'eose the standard of excellence both as regards type founding and 
printing is to encourage the use of the best ~aterials by granting facilities 
for the entry of goods from England, and preventing the import of cheap 
supplies from the Continent of Europe. So far from the Indian type foundries 
suffering from this course, the spur of competition would oblige them to im· 
prove the quality of their product, which would be to the advantage of the 
~H inting industry in India as a whole. 

The position is not dissimilar to that regarding steel. In this matter, thE 
Government of India in order y. prevent the use of inferior material and 
the deterioration of all classes of work into which steel entered, deemed jt 
advisable to revise the tariff in favour of British supplies. Similar aetion 
would he found beneficial in the case of type and printers' materials. 

The Indian Merchant.' Chamber, Bombay. 

('opy of the r.tter No. 2594. dated 8th N01lember 19B8. 

I am directed by my Committee to submit their views regarding the claim 
of the Indian Type Foundry Industry for protection against the inroads of 
fOl'E'ign manufacturers, specially Continental, as under:-

The Indian Type Foundry Industry has been making satisfactory pro
gress in the country, and there are about 88 factories manufacturing Types, 
both English and Vernacular. A large IJOrtion of the raw materials used in 
that Industry like lead. antimony and tin is found in the country in good 
quantity i and there is aD ample supply of cheap labour for the same. 

The total productioD of types in India is estimated approximately to be 
16lakbs lbs., worth about Rs. 16 lakha; and thus the indigenous Industry is 
in a position to supply the requirements of the country. 

The import of foreign types is valued at about Rs. 3,lakhs and the import 
in quantity is about 44:75 toM from England and 45'65 tons from Germany. 
The English typ .. are being sold at about Rs. \I per lb. Th. German types 
are selhng at about Re. ()..9..6 per lb. and thus are underselling other and 
mdi.genous types to a very material extent. 

One of the anomalies of the present position, 88 it appears to my Com
mittee is, that while there is only a duty of 21 per cent. on manufactured 
products like types, the duty on raw materials used in that Industry is 15 
per cent. My Committee have reasons to believe that the Indian Type 
Industry is bard bit by such an anomalous import duty. 

I am, therefore, directed by my Committee to express strongly their svm
pathy With the suggestion for protection of the Type Foundry Industry~ on 
the grounds above S(lt forth, and hope that the Tariff Board will be pleased to 
eonsider the claim of the Industry favourably and sympathetically. 

/iOlPC-J.-ISHSTB- 9-7-::8 760. 


