
~·-.NEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 

DIVISION OF INTERNATIONAL LAW 

MONOGRAPH NO. ~ 

THE "NAVICERT" SYSTEM 

DURING THE WORLD WAR 

BY 

H. RITCHIE 

PUBLISHED BY THE ENDOWMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. Ca 

1938 



Monograph Series of the 

Carnegie Endowment for International Peace 
Division of International Law 

No.2 



THE "NAVICERT" SYSTEM 
DURING THE WORLD WAR 

BY 

H. RITCHIE 
Formerly of the British 

Foreign Office 

WASHINGTON 
CARNEGIE ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE 

700 JACKSON PLACE, N.W. 
1938 



COPYR.ICBT 1938 
BY TBB 

CAUECIB BNDOWIIBNT FOB. INTEB.NATIOlfAI. PEACB 

paiNTED 1ft' TBE VlfITED STATES OP MlBllICA 

AT THE aUIIPOP.D PIlBSS, CONCOaD, N. 'D. 



NOTE 

The monograph issued under the title The" Nauicert" System during 
lhe World War describes, as the author explains, a system whereby 
particular consignments of goods to neutral countries adjacent to 
enemy territory during the World War were given a commercial 
passport by the British Government before they were shipped. It is a 
statement from the British point of view of the way the system was 
operated by the British authorities and is presented as a study by a 
competent person formerly associated with the British Foreign Office 
in London, based upon data which he has secured from the official 
files. No attempt has been made to add to the author's statement 
comments expressive of other points of view regarding the institution 
or operation of the system. 

Washing/.on, D. C. 
April 1, 1938. 

JAMES BROWN SCOTT, 

Diru/.or, Division oj International Law 
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