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No, 1814 or 1912,

From )
| Tug ASSISTANT COLLECTOR axp ASSISTANT
SETTLEMENT OFFICER,
Broach;
To —
Tas COLLECTOR or BBOACH, - .
Broaoch, 15th August 1912,

Sir,

I bave the honour to submit, for the consideration of Governments,
proposals for the revision settlement of tdluka Ankleshwar, inolusive of - peta-

mahal Hansot,

2, The rates of fhe original survey were introduced by Lieut.-Colonel
C. J. Prescott in the year 1871-72. In 1899 Mr. P. R, Mehta submitted
revision settlement proposals. He found that there had been considerable
deterioration in the soil, especially in a group of 'villages in the ceuntre of the
taluka, and proposed to allow for this by grouping the affected villages together
and fixing » lower maximum rate for themn, These proposals were modified by
the Commissioner, Narthern Division, and finally Government decided that
fresh classification was necessary, at the same time giving relief to the full
extent proposed by the Commissioner, Northern Division, for a period of five
years, which was afterwards extended up to 31st July 1913. In 1903 the
reclassification of the affected area was carried out by Mr, Jukes, Superintendent
of Land Records, The reductions in classification due to * Khar * (3. e, the
impregnation of the land by salt) wers made permanent, while those due to
flooding and water-logging were sanctioned for five years,

3. Constitulion.—~Under Government Resolution No. 4373 of -19th

. December 1902, four villages were transferred
;: iﬁ‘;{f o 3: 2:,1,1,3{,, from Broach tiluka on acoount of their situation
3, Hajat. 8. Vaner. on the southern bank of the Narbada. The
4. Uohhali. | 9. Bahol. tdluka now comprises 109 villages, of which 106
8. Chbapra. are Government and 3 alienated. Of the Govera-

ment villages SB are ordinary rayatwari acd 21 bhagdari, Since the original
settlerment the villages noted in the margin have been transferred from bhagdari
to_bighoti tenure, ou account of the bhagdars’ failure to pay laand revenue,

4. The revision field operations were carried out by Mr. Mehta in 1896-97
and 1897-98 and have been fully described by him in his report. The results
of the reclassification, carried out by Mr, Jukes in 1905, will be considered
later when fixing the mazimum rates,

-»

5. Position.~—~The tdluka Ankleshwar, inclusive of the peta-mahal Haasot,
with & superfioial area of 306 square miles, is situated on the south bank of the
river Narbada, It is bounded on the east and south-east by Baroda and
Réjpiple territories, and on the west by the Gulf of Cambay, The river Kim
flows along its southern boundary and divides it from the Olpdd tdluka of the
Surat Collectorate. ' :

6. Physical features and soils.—The tdluka presents no physical features
worthy of mention except the two rivers Narbada and Kim whioch bound it on
the north and south respectively. The drainage ig dependent on the monsoon
streams which flow iuto these rivers and the Wand * Khadi’* which flows from
east to weat across the middle of the Hansot mahal. ("Due possibly to the silting
up of the rivers and the formation of sandbanks at their mouths, the drainage
is becoming less effective, and a large area in the centre of the taluka suffers
from flooding and waterlogging in apy year when the rains are plentifyl, The
prevailing soil is black, but there is a fringe of rich alluvial * Gorat” and Bhatha

2 9356~=1
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soil on the bank of the Narbada, forming the garden of the district. In the
south and south-east of JJansot mahal the alkaline properties of the soil reduce
its fertility considerably. ) - '

7. Climate and rainfall.—The climate is almost uniform throughout the

S taluka, but I noticed this year a tendency for the
Appendix « 47 weaker rain currents to avoid the western half of
Hansot. The existence of this tendency would seem to be confirmed by the
fact that, taking an average of the last thirteen years, 4 inches less rain yearly
have been recorded at Hansot than at Ankleshwar and only in one of these
years has the rainfall at Hansot been greater than' at Ankleshwar.

8. The average rainfall for the 11 years ending with 1910 was 32-49
inches. The averages given in the original report and for the years 1897-98
were 3182 and 40'84 respectively, The latier was a period of excessive
‘rainfall. Since 1849 in three years the rainfall has been very much in defect,
But the soil is such that, given 25 inches of rain, well distributed and followed
by cold weather and seasonable dews, a normal crop is obtained. Even in 1899
when the rainfall was only 1228 inches a fair crop was obtained in places,
A geasonable cold weather is quite as necessary as a good rainfall. This year
with a rainfall of 2178 inches only, the erops promised well up till the end of
November, but the heat of December and lack of dew caused comsiderable
deterioration.

9. Crops—The two principal crops are cotton and jowar, which together
occupy 7756 per cent, of the total cropped area.
During the last few years the price of cotton has been
abnormally high and on this account there has been a tendency to increase its
‘cultivation. Wheat (7°84 per cent. of the total area) is grown mainly in the
south-west of Hansot and without rotation, but a certain amount is grown in
rotation with cotton and jowar throughout the Hansot mahal. The bhatha lands
produce excellent tobacco and garden crops. There is a small area under
irrigation in the neighbourhood of Ankleshwar town which produces vegetables
and fruit mainly. -

Appendiz “B ™.

10, Husbandry.~—Under this head there has been little change since
Colonel Prescott wrote his report in 1872, The practice of growing rice with
cotton bas almost ceased, but the proper rotation is still trieunial, as follows :—

First year—cotton, .
Second year—jowar alone or with mag.
Third year—wheat or lang.

This rotation is not followed to any great extent ¢xcept among the Sajodra
Brahmina. Throughout the greater part of the tdluka there is a simple rotation
‘of cotton and jowar, while in many fields cotton is sown year after year.

11. . Commusnications.—The Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway
traverses the tdluka from south to north, having two stations—Ankleshwar and
Panoli-—within its limits. Two other stations—Kosamba and Kim—are easily
accessible to the south-western villages. The R&jpipla State Railway branches
due east from the main line at Ankleshwar. There is only one station within
the limits of the tdluka, besides Ankleshwar. :

The only new metalled road constructed since the original settlement is a
stretch of about three miles connecting Ankleshwar with the ferry at Borebhatha,
- This, together with a steam-ferry service recently established, has facilitated
' communications between Ankleshwar and Broach, An excellent metalled road
joins Ankleshwar and Hansot, while a good road now completely metalled joins
Hansot to Sahol, and thence across the Sahol bridge to Kim. The cart-tracks
from Hansot to Panoli, Ankleshwar to Panoli, and from Ankleshwar due east
leading to R4jpipla State, are in fair condition.

12. «Markets.—The chief market towns are Ankleshwar and Hansot, but a
considerable quantity of cotton finds its way to Kim and Kosamba from the
South-Western portion of the tdluka, and all the wheat is sold ‘in the Surat
market,



3
In all there are 9 ginning factories, of which 7 are in Ankleshwar and one
~each in Hénsot and Ildv. : '
No weekly bazars are held in the tdluka,

13. Railway traffic.—The fdllowing statement shows the inward and
outward goods traffic at Ankleshwar and Panoli stations :—

|
A;nkleshwar. | Panoli.
i

Ontward, Inward, Ouatward. Inward,

Quantity. | Amount. { Quantity. | Amount. | Quantity. |Amount. | Quantity. | Amount,

Tons. Ras. Tona, Ra, Tons. Re. Tons. -R:a.
1871 {figures In originali 6,444 63,188 1,984 16,579 - .
report). ‘
Aversge of years 1701 to 7,908 38,6468 7,258 88,546 844 1,570 203 1,075
1805 .
Average of years 1808 to] 17,717 79,977 15,213 68,719 537 881 293 778

1910,

. Tbus while there was ouly a moderate increase in traffic during 30 years,

it has doubled itself in the last five years.” The years 1901—05 show returns
slightly below 1he average of the preceding few years, probably because they
were lean years following the famine, The sudden increase in 1906 is difficult

to account for, XIn that year a new Cotton Gioning Factory and Press were
started but that is not sufficient explanation, The bringing of large areas in
Rajpipla State under cotton cultivation and the general expansion of trade are
factors countributing to the increase. A considerable portion of the traffic at
Axukleshwar and Panoli comes from adjoining native states, while the traffic to .
and from the south-western portion of the tiluka is handled at Kosamba and
Kim stations, '

14, Population—The following table compares the figures of total
population at various periods of the present settlement :—

1872, 1874, 18?1} 1897. 1501, 1911,
66,085 | 63,257 | @8387 | 630756 | 61,131 | 68931

Thus for the first twenty years of the settlement the population remained
‘almost stationary. The bad years in the nineties followed by famine brought
about a large decrease. The last decade has to some extent redressed the
balanoce, but the figures for 1911 include four villages, with a population of
about 3,000, which were formerly in Broach tdluka and thus there is still a
considerable decrease from 1891,

15, Adgriculiural Population.—Statistics show that only 6046 per cent.
ix*D» of the total population live by agricultural pursuits,
Appendix “D ™. Cousidering that Ankleshwar is the ouly town of any
appreciable size and that the tdluka is purely agricultural, these figures are
~ diffioult to explain. The fact that at the time of taking the census a large
number of cotton-gin labourers were temporarily domiciled in the tdluka would
have some effect, but I am inclined to think that many agricultural labourers
must have been included under the heading * Unskilled labourer.”

The number of ® farm-servants” shown in the statistics feceived from the
Director of Agriculture is certainly incorrect. The “hali™ system by which
the Bhil labourer is advanced a lump sum and binds himself to serve for a term
of years to work off the debt, is still fairly widespread, although the Bhils are
beginning to realise the market-value of their labour and to free themselves from
the semi-serfdom which the system involves,

16. Caste and custom,—The habits of the people and the race to which
they belong has much to do with the productiveness of the soil tilled. The
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.Sajedra Bribming, who own most of the land in the north-west.of the tdluka,
Efg?&fe bes% cul}i?v.ators‘. Unfortunately their numbers gre .decreasing rapidly,
owing to their marrisge customs, and in the course of the next century they
will probably become extinct. The Borabs, numbering about one-half of the
total Musulmans, sre-industriops, but nob such clever enltivators as the Borahs
porth of the Narbada, The other Musulman sects, the Rijputs, and the Kolis
are careless in their methods, and obtain nothing like th_e_qull yield of the soil,

17. Schools.—There are in all 68 boys’ and ¥ girls’ schools with total

) . average attendance of 2,180 and 438 respectively.

Appendix “H " Female education is not 86 backward as would appear
-from these figures, for a few girls attend many of the village schools, which are
.classed as boys’ schools. A large portion of the population consists of back-
ward races, such as Bhils and Kolis, and hence these figures are fairly

satisfactory.

18, Agricultural Stock.—The following table

Appendix “F compares the resources of the tiluka :—
1872, 1887, 1897, 1911.
‘Agricultural cattle .- 17,961 17,138 14,344 14,720
"Milch cattle and young cows ... 20,514 20,969 20,576 23,218
Forses 515 587 ’635 855
-Sheep and goats bas 7,304 11,652 11,046 ‘12,248
Carts 5,304 4813 | 4423 4,641
Ploughs , e 7,955 7,622 5,672 7,187

‘The decrease in agricultural cattle and ploughs from 1887 to ;1897 is
‘marked. There must have been a further large decrease in the famine of 1900
and the lean years following, so that the slight increase in 1911 over 1897
indicates recuperative power in the prosperous years from 1905 onwards. The
jincrease in the number of horses is due to the fashion, which is growing
especially among the Borabs, of spending any surplus money in increasing
dignity by becoming the owner of a horse. )

19, Waler-supply.—In the greater part of the tdluka there is an ample

ot supply of good water from wells. But in about

Appendix “J™. 90 yiflages in the south-west and middle of the téluka,

the level of the land heing low, only salt-water is obtainable from the ordinary

well. The drinking wells are usually placed in the bed of the tank and the

water remains potable uptil about- a month sfter the tank becomes dry,

During the last three years the tanks in most of these affected villages have

been excavated, but it is probable that in many of the villages drinking-water

will still have to be brought from a distance for a month or so before the
MODSO0N. :

20. Survey numbers cultivated by owners.—~This information has been

o wgw:  extracted from the Record-of-Rights and is quite
. Appendix "I, reliable, Of the Government numbers €0 per cent,
and of the alienated numbers 57 per cent. are cultivated by the owners
themselves, About 35 per cent. of the (GGovernment land is in the possession
of the .edvkirs. No information on this point is available from the original
report, but there is no doubt that between 1850 and 1905 a considerable
quantity of land passed into the hands of non-agriculturists, Since 1905 the
increase of prosperity and the facilities for redemption of land: offered by the
Dekkhan Agriculturists’ Relief Aot have resulted in a decrease in the holdings
of the sdvkérs, but in the southern half of Hansot mahal they are still ia
possession of as much as 50 per cent. of the land.

21. These appendices have been compiled from the Record.of-Rights.

. wwn wavn Toensure accuracy I deputed a kérkin to make up

« ﬁ?,pand“m K™ “L™  the village lists and I myself checked the lists in
o " the villages in order to exclude all cases which
geomed to me-from enquiry to be suspicious, However I found early in my
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inquiries that so many of the sales and mortgages were contracted ander
modifying couditions, sich as relationship between the parties or previous
money-lending transactions, that I eventually gave up the attempt to exclude
everything but absolutely genuine sales and mortgages. Modifying conditions
in rentals were easier to detect, and I think that, althoagh Appendices K and L
should not be depended on to any great extent, Appendix M represents an
absolutely true condition of affdirs and is quite reliable.

The figures of assessment shown are according to the grouping proposed
by Mr. Mehta in 1899 but with » reduction of 8 annas all round in the maximum
rates, 1. ., a reduction of Re, 1 all round on the rates of the original settlement.
These were the fizures shown in the Record-oi-Rights and as they show as
nearly as possible the assessments paid during the last eleven.years (the only
difference being that in any holding in which these rates showed an increase,
the increase has been remitted) I have retained them, = Statistics of sales and
mortgages bave been given for representative villages in each group.

22, The fgures of rentals show fairly conclusively that the former assess-
ment was too high. The Government of India, though condemning any attempt
to regulate assessment by arithmetical standards, have recognised the half-asseota
principle, which lays down ag a fair general standard that the assessment should
not exceed one-half of the sub-letting valde. The villagewar percentages in
column 10 of the appendix show that with a reduction of Re. 1 all round on
the rates of the original survey, there is a fair approzimation to this standard,
I will deal more particularly with the figures in making my proposala for
grouping, '

23. Prices.~In a tiluka like Ankleshwar in which about one-half of the

Appendix “N ", total area is under cotton and in whick, therefore, the
value of the agricultural produce is peculiarly suscep-
tible to the influence of the world-market, it is difficult to deduce anything
definite from statistics. Colonel Prescott, writing at the time, when the price
of cotton was inflated by the American War, but making allowance for thig
inflation, estimated that the average price during the next thirty years would be
Rs. 70 per bhar, This estimate was slightly below the actual. At present I am
_confronted with an average price of Ra, 125 per bhar for the years 1907—1912,
~without any very exceptional cause to account for the rise. This year when
‘there was & bumper crop in America the season started with a price of about
'Rs. 110 per bhar, but, as the shortage of the Gujarat crop became more apparent,
' the price rose to Rs, 120 per bhar and occasionally beyond that. Generally, the
i position seems to be that the world’s demand for cotipn fabrios has outgrown
- the supply of raw cotton and that, until new cotton-growing areas are opened out,
higher prices are likely to rule. I think that I may safely hazard the prophecy
that the price will not fall below Rs. 100 per bhar during the next ten years,
but beyond that period I dare not go. Exzperiments in cotton-growing are being
tried in various parts of the world and in the course of ten years a profound
change may take place in the conditions of the cotton trade. Hence though the
- high price of cotton during the last six years has resulted in a prompt recovery
from the effects of famine and bad years following the famine, it by no means
follows that there is necessarily a permanent large increase in the value of the
agricultural produce.

24. 'The prices of food-grains have risen considerably during the period
of the settlement., As a matter of fact most of the grain grown except wheat
in consumed by the cultivators themselves and bhence the price is of little
importance, The price of field labour has doubled itself during the period of
the settlement, To the larger cultivators this means a big increase in the cost
of cultivation, .

25. Revenue-history.—The revenue-history of the téluka does not call for

. X s»  any extended notice. The amount of occupied Gov-
Appendicos “ 01 and 07, ernment assessed land has remained fairlypuniform.
There is a marked decrease in the area ooccupied in the years 1899 to 1902 due
to famive. From 1902 the area occupied has gradually increased and now the
amount of unoccupied land is almost the same as in 1871, The permanent

B 9352
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yomissions of 1871-723 are due to the excess of the new rates.ower the old, Thoss;
from 1901-02 to the present year were granfed under Government  Resolution:
No. §093 of 19th November 1901. ' Except during the years 1900-01 toy
1906-07, the casual remissions are on aceount of diluviori, The increase during,
_ these seven years was due to the famine and the bad years succeeding the;
famine, -~ - . B STy
~ 26.. The following table shows the number of compulsory processes’
nécessary for-the collection of land revenue:— ~ S T

Year, . - o i "'Nl_xmhrof Number of |*° Number of
S T Cvillages.. | notiees, - | distraint cases

Average of three years. ]

1895-96 to 189798 ... e 89 | 1584 129

1902-03 t6 190405 v . E 98 [ zoss | 260
1908.09 to 192011 .. w91 | - 82 7

- The number of compulsory processes necessary for the collection of land
revenue depends so much on the nature of people and the influence which thd
M4mlatd4r exerts over them that these statistics are by mo means a reliable
,indication of the ability of the people to pay the assessment without hardship.
But except in a few Musalman villages, the people are mild ard anxious to
satisfy the Government demand, and I think that the figures for the years 1895-96
to 1807-98 show that the assessment was really pressing. too- hardly on the
agriculturists. The years 1962-03 fo 1904-05 were very unfavourable, so that
much attention should not be paid to the statistics of these years,” The figures
for the last three years show that the relief given, combined with the high
price of cotton, has been effectual in reducing the difficulties of collection, . , -

‘27, Previous settlements.—The maximum rates of the original settlement
-were based on the rates fixed for Olpad and Broach., The npet increase on
Government lands was Rs. 67,000, although the effect of high-pitched mazimuni
rates was considerably modified by the-application of reducing distance scales,
In 1899 Mr. Mehta submitted- proposals for revision, in which he suggested a
reduction of 8 annas all round in the maximum rates and also separated off
20 low-lying villages from the 3rd and 4th groups and made them into a 5th
group. Government, id Government Resolution No, 8093 of 19th November
1901, decided that a further reduction of 8 annas all round wag necessary, and
ordered reclassification in Mr. Mehta's fifth group. Meanwhile remissions to
the full extent of the sanctioned reductions were to be given with the further
concession that there was to be no increase in any holding. * The reclassification
wag carried out by Mr, Jukes in 1905 and resulted in a reduction in the affected
yvillages of Rs. 1,908 on aceount of water-logging and flooding and Rs, 1,030 od
account of salt-impregnation. The reductions on account of water-logging
were sanctioned for five years only, in view of the possibility of a big drainage
scheme being ocarried out. The reductions on account of salt-impregnation
;vere made permanent by Government Resolution No. 10601 of 28th October

907. ' ' o

28, Proposed mazimum rates.—In view of all that has been written on thé
subject, it seems unncessary for me to recapitulate the reasons for thinking that
the rates of the original survey were too high,  This fact has been recognised
by all the officérs who have been concerned with the revision of the tdluka. I
am mainly concerned with the question of the adequacy or inadeéquacy of the
reductions temporarily sanctioned by Government in 1901, The statistics show
that after the first four years of this period there was a remarkable increase in
prosperity which has continued up till the present time. The relief afforded
has certainly been adequate, but in view of the fact that the prosperity was dus
in part to the abnormal prices of cotton, I think that the relief was net
oX0088ive.. . - : : : ‘ ‘ : ‘

[ 3 N ¥
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29. . No drainage scheme has yet been undertaken to relieve the water-'
Jodgged area and there is no sign that any scheme will be undertaken in the near
future, I, therefore, propose that the classification reductions due to flooding
and water-logging should be made permanent. The deterioration of the land
having been allowed for by the reductions of classification, there is no reason' for
retaining M». Mehta’s fifth group, and I propose to return to the grouping of the
original survey with' a few minon changes which are detailed. below. Lastly
I propose a reduction of Re, 1 all round on the maximum rates of the original
survey. . ‘The result of these proposals is a reduction of Rs. 54,661 or 117 per
cent., the decrease being small in the first two groups and considerable in the
third and fourth groups which most need it. '

i 30. The effect of the proposals group by group is as follows :—

Group I.—The four villages transferred from Broach tiluka fall naturally
into this group, though sll the land, being Bhatha, is separately treated. The
assessments shown 1o Appendix “ M * are identical with those of the present
proposals, and tbus judged by the test of rent, the proposed reduction is
equitable. T

" 8l. Group I1.~Gadkhol does not belong to the tract locally called the
“low country ” which comprises the remainder of the first group ‘and bence it
has beer reduced to: the second group. All the cultivators of Telod live in
Handot and the :distance-scale is reckoned from Hansot. -I have therefore
Jincluded it in the second group. The proportion of assessment to rent is low
for this group, but I think that the small reduction of 8'8 per cent is quite
justified, '

82. Group IIL.—I bave included the 'villages of Ambheta, Vausnoli,
Badodra, Sayan and Alva in this group, on account of their proximity to
Hansot and the rise in the value of the land owing fo' the increased desire of -
the Musulmans of Hansot to take up land for cultivation, Sarthan and Telva
are two wretchedly poor villages and I have therefore reduced them tothe fourth
group, Owing to the inclusicu of the villages above and the fact that the
assessments of four other villages are according to the maximum rate fixed for
Mpr, Mehta's fifth group, the proportion of assessment to rent will work out
somewhat higher under the present proposals than is shown in Appendix “M?”.
On a rough calculation I reckon that it will be about 43 per cent,

83. Group IV includes all the villages in the south of Hansot peta-
mahal and also a smsll nomber of villages in the south-ecast of .Ankleshwar
which are situated on hilly, broken ground quite different in character from the
rest of the tdluka. Owing to the inclusion of most of the villages placed by
Mr, Mehta in a fifth group, the proportion of assessment to rent for this group
will be about 43 per cent. according to the present proposals,

84. Rice.—At the original settlement the same maximum rates were
fizxed for rice as for Jirayat lands. I propose the adoption of a similar course
now. The result is general slight reduction.

85. Bhatha.—The alluvial deposits are mainly dependeat for their forti-
lity on the supply of water received from the monsoon floods. With the gradual
changes in the course of the river, the supply of water received in any area is
~ liable to gradual variation. In these circumstances it is necessary to fix the
maximum rates not solely on the recognised survey principles, but also with a
view to the increased or decreased supply of water from the floods, Hence the
proposed rates are fized mainly on the three following considerations :—

(A) Personal examination of the lands and the crops yie]déd by them.

(B) The statistics of rent in Appendix * M **,

(C) Any information available as to the price obtained yearly in
auction for adjoining land which is not permanently assessed.
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36, The following table shows the proposed changes in the rates :—

‘ Maximum rates
Sorial No. Proportion of
in Appeudix Name of villago. aseespment to romb| :
Q. in 1910-1911. " By former By present
survey. - . pro
Porcent, | Rs.a, p. | Rs.s p.
1 Kansia e 858 g 0 0 10 ¢ 0O
2 Borebhatha cer sos 465 10 0 0 8 0 0
3 Sa.l'phlldin ses aae 43'6 ’ 10 0 0 9 . 0 o
4 Bakarpore o - 476 9 0 0 7 00
b Pungam - - 417 68 0} 6 00
6 Haripura Ceeen C ewe 62-1 8 0 0 6 090
R 7 Dl“ . sou e 33'8 . 6 . s 0 8 0 0
-8 Chhapra e 568 8 0 0 6 0 0
9 Samor nes res T 6 8 0 8 0 0
10 Mandwa Buzrag - - 299 8 0 0 0 0 0
28 Jitali P e renee 6 0 0.] 600
84 Avadar- “uee ver evrene 6 0 0O 6 00
66 Piprod oo ver eares 6 0 0 6 0 0
67 Shengpur ‘e T 6 0 0 g 0 0:

87. The Bhatha of Kansia and Mandwa Buzrag is by far the best in the
tdluka, and the rental value is high, hence the rate in these villages has been
raised to the maximum of Rs. 10, In Borebhatha and Sakarpore the applica-
tion of the distance scale has resulted in a large increase. I am of the opinion
that no increase is justified in these villages and the rates have been reduced so
as to produce a slight decrease, The same apphes in a lesser degree 10
Sarphudiu.