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TmS book is the ~rk of eertain .0~a1s of.the International 
Labqur OfIke who' pte£q, to r~maiii anonYmOus.· It"is ~methtitg. 
"",re' than· a~iocere eJl"ort to describe, impersonally and 'Simply 
, • • .I •• 

but.in as telliog ?- form ~ possible, tp~ wo;k of this iostitutioB; 
. ,. -~". f f: "th· , • . It,IS .COw~sIOtl 0 lU .·f ,. • 

• It" .ybe uked .wruA: justilicatigp exists· fo~ ~e publicatiqa 
of these ,00 pages.:.Much has a41;ady been written on the first 
ten years of activity of the ~ternational. Labour Orgtnisatioa: 
articles, pamnhlets, even.books, publishedbotb in Great'Britain 
an~ the Unlled StateS\ some of tPea(df c;onsiderable yalue; 
Tne Office itself publiwed an official album oontaioiog shrewd 
and impartial 'eomments on the worlt of the P"l!\O.ten y~s by 
the Officers.'of the Goverftiog Body. It may be ;!Sked thea what 
is the .need for this new study .. F"lrst of all,. samtl usc!ful, to 
compl~te the record of the first ten ,ears of ioternatio~ co
operation. Our colleagues of the Secietar,W of tJ1e~gue of. 
Nations have published a comprehensive volume giviog a, 
valuable surve),Of dieir work which CQf'erS!'.$Very intematioIDll 
sphere save one-that, of labour. The .pubIiC! or at l~st that' 
section of it which' -wishes to selp us and which is sometimes 
apt to complaio of insufficient information, is entitled to expect 
this gap to be /illed, remembering that the TreatieS of Peace 
postulated that there could be n<\ lasting peace without socia). 
justice. . 

And there is another reason. Surely among all the voices 
raised in praise, or it may be criticism, of our work"it is but 

,right that a voice from within the Office sho.rtd also be heard. 
It is this voice which finds expression here-a discreet, peraaps 
somewhat colourless voice, the. voice ;'f offiCials. Yet even if 
its tone is uniform and iotentionally subdued· it is. vibrant with 
memories, with hopes, with emotion. We can say' with joy and 
pride that io these ten years the conviction and enthusiasm. of 
the staff of the' International Labour Office have never failed 
or weakened.. • 

In order to inake this a convenient hagdbook, the authors' 
: mve, of course, beeJt. obliged to give a: fun and systematic 
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• desqipti~n. ~ ~ 'the activitiet Of ~ Orgamsation, CJ;i,;merate 
all the problems, follow the: standardised and. qbvious pu of 
discuss4J.g succl:ssively the ongills. ahd principles' of. the ittstitu
tion, its worl!;, the~sultsobtil.i.ned lIld i'Is position in the. senoral 
move~t for j~tice~d peace. It'is true .alsQ thai tl1'ey have 
bad to abstil.i.n Ip.ore ~ ..,thers from offering ingenious but 

• s()m~time! ct.ingeraus suggestions or from "passing too d?-riol 
judgments. Nevertheless, even in this Well-trodden 1ielct they 
have. brought out new poiJ;1ts which \yould.see.o;\ to ~e of irea~ 
value. And they have done more, Is no one call. .app.oc'll¢e 
better than the Director who has hem"dealing wftll.the.sUbject 
in his reports every year ~ce 1911: theY 1!ave p~oductd·ii. 
living amiinteresting study. . 

Their lirst great merit is that thef have bro.ught· oUt the 
immense difficulti~ of fOur task, difficUlties which are per~ps 
still growing or' at least changing th* angle. The members. 
of the ColIl!Dission on International Labour .Legislation (in 
1919) certainly imagined. that it wollld be comparatively easy 
to obtain die ;r;tifications which States were asked to give to' 
International Labour' Conventions, and that the development 
of internaticfDaI labour legislation would proceed almost auto
matically along the lkes laid down ilt Part XIII. Some members 

· even went so far ~ to luggest the institution of an internatiol)lll 
assembly with full legislative powers for all countries; others' 
proposed that the Conventions should automatically come into 
force and be binding on all so long as no States made any 
reservations. The wordfng of Part XIII, c:ardUl. as it has been 
to- respect national sovereign rights, clearly reflects this ear~ 
confidence. Not many months bad elapsed, however, before 
the lirst difficulties arose. I well remember my feelings at the. 
end of the First Session of the Governing Body in Paris in 
January 1910, when, having scarcely entered on my duties .. 
Director, I was- informed by Mr. Rufenacht, Swiss Government 
Delegate, of the difficulties which his Government had fQund 
in the Eight-Hour Convention adopted practically "nanimou,I;
at Washington a few weeks before, but destined to cause us so 
much trouble in future years. Thus began our stiff task which 
was to encounter so many other complications and obstacles 
later: administrative delays, national prejudil:CS, constitutions( 
contradictions, legal objections. economic apprehensions, press. 
of Parli,am1:ntary w6rk, Government negotiation~'Rl>pas~n 
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iDan=vres, indilrerence or hostility fu. public 'ppinion, mutual
mBlinderstandislgs and suspi6ens, and-so -. • Net only for the 
EighY-Hour Convention but for every: -Convention .yithout 
eueption ratification has become in' the fullest sense of the 
term 1.%1 aJfajr of State. Yet there are alrciady thirty Coqventions 
and lifty-live members of _ the Organisation. As long as this 
Or~sation liV'es and is governed by its presen\ constitutionp 

there will be an annw debate on the results obtained and on 
the value of the total figure for ratifications. In the slblki for 

• the!C'Uth anniversary, Mr. Arthur Fontaine, Cbaitman <If our 
:G:oVi=ing.13ody, showed" by skilful mathematics! reasoning 
.the'true significance of this figure. The present writers bave 
repro~uced this proof (p. 1.79) and have shown what unremitting 
effort, what insistence, w~t politic indisaretions are, re/lected in 
the total of 4i, ratifications by January '93 I. They have made a 
perfectly fair comparison with the results obwned by the LeagUe 
of Nations., They even point out, not without a touch of
humour, that the United States of America 1!ave f!>r severs! 
years past possessed a kind of internations! labour cooference 
for harmonising the socisl legislation of the federated States, 
which are without a doubt more closely ~ted th2n the States 
Members of the Interna1!ons! Labour Organisation; yet sll 

-things considered, their progress towards standard legislation 
-has been much less rapid than our own. The argument (p. zHz) 
is worth reading; it is quite a novel idea. 

New sIso, as far as we know, is the lucid proof of the useful· 
ness, the direct ~ue of InteJ:nationa1. Labour Conventions. 
Much has been heard of the worthlessness of their texts. If _ 
critics were to be believed, the Conference generslly adopts 

_ merely minimum Conventions, more or less consolidating the 
nations! legislation of the majority of countries and stabilising; 
one might say, the reforms already carried through, but in· 
volving no fresh progress. Consequendy, these eritics maintain. 

. the zatifications which are obtained with so much difficulty are 
fiothiog more than a hollow farce. In reply to this criticism: 
the "effective results" of each Convention are anslysed in turn. 
The classification of the Conventions into groups according 

.to whether they have been widely, less widely or sparsely 

.-ratified, and have involved considerable, little or no legislative. 
progress. may appear rather arti/icisl. But the detailed anslysis 
'w~clr J:l:as-been outlined (pages 1.88 ,t :i'fjfj_) is instructive, 
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showing as it ioes thatfuese Conve.utiobS have, jit the ~ords 
of .the Treaty, coitferred'lasting bl!hefits on numbers of workers; 
it wi,1I..a1so be a welcome reassurance to t1\ose .who, likt our
selves: are firmly 'eonvmced of tlie .effectiveness of the inter
national methods of procedure established in 1919. _ 

We·are also heartily grateful to.those writers who planned 
and composed the whole of the second and Itrgest part of the 
volume, entitled "The Work." A ·study of these pages will 
give:' faithful impression of thl; International Labour .organisa
tion. the .office and the Conference "at work" in evety branch 
of social life and in every field with which they are competent 
to deal. Our constant and I think legitimate ;reply to those 
who complain of the small number of. ratifications registered 
has been t4at ratification is often lner~ly the £inaI seal placed 
on our work, that it is in some sense the ultimate goal of ev~ry 
effort at reform, but that it is the movement itself which is of 
primary and essential, if· not exclusive, importance, In the 
anniversary album Mr. .olivetti, Employers' Vice-chairman of 
the Governing Body, brings out clearly in an important passage 
the fact that the results of our activities do not lie merely in the 
resolutions of the Conference, and that the .office has found its 
most fruitful function in promoti!lg and stimulating social 
·progress in every country. Year by year, in the second part 

. of the report of the Director to the Conference, we ourselves 
have sought to show how in every sphere-hours of work, 
wages, hygiene, safety,Jmployment and unemployment, etc.
whether for all workers or for some large occupational group, 
the work of the .office was supported and developed by the 
demands of the workers, by currents of public opinion and by 
scientific research, and how in return our actions, our decisions, 
our methods helped to guide, define and clarify these move
ments and efforts, so that they could only reach th~ fullest 
possible utility when co-ordinated round our own work. So 
far, however, no general picture had been drawn of this process. 
Now it has been done, and in masterly fashion. These keenly 
suggestive pages reveal all the actions and reactions which go 
to form the network of social progress: the indirect influence 
of the Conventions, which, even if not ratified, serve as standards 
for national legislation (in patticu1ar, the enormous influence oC 
the much-maligned. Eight-Hour Convention which, although 
only sp~rsely ratified, has been almost universally accepted as 
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the code fo~ hours .,f work) and the real but t-trely recognised 
effectiveness' of the important Recommendations, such as that 
on inspe~tion, which is now the recognised standard Jqi the 
young inspection serviCes ih countries which were reviVed or> 

• unified by tpe War or' which are oply now launcfUng out upon 
industrial life, 01 the Reco!'llIlendation on workers' spare time: 
which may alrd:dy be said to have become the charter .of the 
new humanism at which the world of labour aims. They also 
show the organising power of t1!e social insurance Convc!ntions, 
which are at the origin of the: new international groups of 
insurance funds and provide a clearly defined framewo~k: for 
their activities- (it is even said that these Conventions have 
indirectly led to organised resistance on the part of doctors). 

"They bring out, too, the value of our scientific st11dies, of the 
Enryr/opadia of Industrial lfygienl, of the Safety SlITIJey, of our 
studies on finding employment, on social insurance and public 
works, which have led to the imitation of the most successful 
schemes in othet countries and thus sometimes proved as useful 
for the defence of human life as the Conventions themselves, 
even when ratified. These pages tell of the fruitful meetings in 
our commissio& of experts and men of science separated by 
the War or by circumstances; the revival of great scientific 
movements which have been more or less paralysed; the resur
rection of ideas or aspirations which were being allowed tQ . 
languish or were stilled. Threugh all the tangle 0'£ legal procedure, 
through all the confusion of committees, commissions and , . 
conferences, beneath the apparent emptiness of congress resolu-
tions and the jumble of texts, we see with amazement the desired 
reforms being adopted in every part of the world-slowly, it. 
may be, but surely, and -sometimes even beyond our highest 
hopes. Jt is occasionally the habit of workers' meetings to cast 
doubts on the value of the International Labour Organisation; 
some, in moments of disillusion, have gope so far as .,to say 
that our international institutions are a: sham. But that view 
cannot be accepted by anyone who reads these pages with an 
open mind. It must be frankly admitted that the movement for 
the protection of the workers would never have had the same 
vigour or the same success amidst all the political and economic 

. ,difficulties .of the post-War world had it not had at its centre 
the International Labour Organisation. 

That is .the impression which must be left by this objective 
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ami" quite impersonal description uadertaken oy our coIlabor
atQrs.. They have studied only the past, ,the ten years since the 
Organisation began, but their unspoken thought for the future, 
~which we share;, is revealed.on everY page. Without such concern 

..... for .the'futuie·there can be no good history. Is not history indeed 
-me sdence of the future? An.institution lives only in so far as 
it cares about its futur~ ~ , 

No doubt our future is guaranteed' by a number of considera
tions, but that will make it ~ne the less' difficult and arduous. 
The_ very intensity of our activity brings us face to face with 

; new problems which are sometimes disconcerting just because 
of their novelty. 

To what extent, for example, have the procedure and the 
meclWllsm 'created in 1919 proved in these ten years to be 
-adapted to the conditions of our dawning international life? 
Have the permanent international bodies been endowed with 
adequate powers and competence? What place is there for the 
consultation of technical experts, the representation of interests, 
etc.? It is true that some attempts at reform have been made, 
but without much success. Valuable s.uggestions for amending 
the Standing Orders of the Conference or of" the Governing 
Body hive been rejected. The proposed amendment to Article 
'393 of the Treaty-of Peace did not obtain the necessary number 
of ratifications to bring it into force. But sooner or later we 
must either agree to accept some new practices not specified 
in the Treaties, as may happen even with the best-regulated 
constitutions, or else have the courage to amend them. 

The necessity for some such step becomes all the clearer 
~l'hen it is remembered that, as this volume shows, the reforms 
"undertaken in the name of social justice will be more fully 
applied and more real year by year, so that they will~volve 
more ditect and more tangible consequences in national life 
and even in inter""tional relationships. The "Labour" Section 
of the Peace Treaties was based on two principles. In the 6rst 
place it wished to abolish everywhere the "injustice, hardship 
and privation" which the workers had to suffer, and to guarantee 
"fair and humane conditions of labour" to all As a general 
rule, and especially in the early years, the main object in view 
in drafting the International Labour Contentions was to achieve 
this end and apply the present ideals of social justice accepted 
in the Labour Charter. These ConVeJItioDs were the ditect 
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outcome of the feelings -Klf humanity and justice by which 
Govemmentl> were animated throughout that period, ~ut 
Part' XIII had a further object. The reforms a:dopted in"the~ 
more advanced countries had to be prC?tected, against- unfait 
competition by other countries which perhaps might not'serupt,,', 
to exploit their workers to the. utmost for the sake of com-', 
mercial advantage. This was the oth~ aim of our work as 
defined in the texts voted. The post-War monetary, financial 
and economic crises which comfiIetely destroyed international 
equilibrium forced into the background the question of som
petition based on unequal conditions of labour. Now that: 
many important Conventions on points of principle have been 
drafted for the compulsory and immediate protection, if need 
be in spite of economic conditions, of the weaker workers, of 
women and children; now that the most general rules for prO" 
tection and safety have been laid down; now that, a certain 
degree of international financial unity has again been reached 
and broken commercial relations re-established, we lind that 
in several branches of industry, such as mines, glass works or 
textiles, the favourable or unfavourable effects of its labour 
conditions on a country's trade are becoming more apparent 
and more keenly felt. It is no longer merely a question of pro
tecting the individual workers against too' great hardships. 
There must also be a certain equality of burdens among the 
various national economic systems. Hence ,the demand for 
Conventions containing stricter and more precise regulations 
for a given industry than did the general Conventions. Hence 
also the idea of regional Conventions limited to a few States 
and the idea of new types of procedure, the institution of which 
must undoubtedly be considered by the Organisation even at 
the rislr.,of certain dangers. ' 

The same reasons lie at the root of the widespread but con
fused discussion which has been going on for years with regard 
to the interdependence of economic and social questions,the 
demarcation of the competence of the various otganisations of 
the League of Nations, and the attention to be paid to economic 
conditions in the drafting of our Conventions. In one of the 
following chapters (part II, Chapter VIII) the authors have 
traced objectively and without bias the successive phases of 
this controversy. This is not the place to consider the theoretical 
conclusions or to reopen the examination of the problem as a 
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wh01e, but the discussiops at our Conferences and at the recent 
meetings of the Unemployment Committee have shown with 
. increasing clearness that the immediate future of our work and 
,even the very future of our institution depend on the .. solution 
,'o'f this question and on the spirit which is to inspire-national 
~nd international economic policy. One possible solution is 
that, having eStllblished, a minin)um of pr~tection for humanity 
-:-what has been called "the sanitary cordon" -we may sub
ordinate the ever-evolving 'conceptions of, and the ever
recurring aspirations after social justice to "economic necessity" 
and -"economic laws/' the "free play" of which must not be 
further disturbed. Or we may decide that, just because of these 
ideals of justice and because of the growing clearness of the 
voice of the human conscience, and sometimes even in the face 
of economic laws, which (to put it mildly) have perhapi not 
always the full force of natural laws, human intelligence must 
make every possible effort to organise the economic system and 
has ill fact the power to do so. The social factor must take 
precedence over the economic factor; it must regulate and guide 
it in the highest cause of justice. 

Doubtless many a long decade must still elap~e, many a 
compromise, many a struggle and perhaps many a failure be 
faced and accepted before the economic system is finally regu
lated and organised for the common weal. The decade which 
is so well described in the following pages can at least claim to . 
have defined all these problems in a practical form. The world 
in which we live and struggle is big with new ideas, still 
uncertain, indefinite, confused, but arising out of the great 

,upJ:>eavals of the War and post-War periods and to some extent 
'forced on the attention of every thinking man. Will our inter
national institutions be able to clarify these ideas and translate 

" them into facts? That is the question of the future, Whatever 
the answer may i;>e, it 'is in the light of these ideas that they 
must seek their path and define their duties, 

ALBERT THOMAS 
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• Joo PART I 

STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS 

ON October 29th, J9J9, the Fint Session of the International 
Labour Conference opened in Washington. In the same city 
a few weeks later the Governing Body met to take the necessary 
steps for organising. the International Labour Office and 
appointed as its .first Director Albert Thomas, former Minister 
of Armaments in France. Thus barely a year after the Armistice, 
Jive months after the signature of the Treaty of Versailles wQich 
contained its constitution, three months before that Treaty 
came into force and more than a year before the first meeting 
of the Assembly of the League of Nations, to which it was 
constitutionally attached, the International Labour Organisation 
came into active existence. 

Nothing could show better than this simple comparison of 
dates the importance and the urgency which the international" 
social problem had in the eyes of the post-War Governments. 
It is generally difficult for contemporaries to estimate the true 
importance of an event. Those who lived through the troubled 
months immediately folloWing the War were impressed chiefly 
by the impassioned discussions at the preliminary Peace Con
ference and in the various countries on the vexatious questions 
of frontiers and reparations. The great eddies in which the 
world was still swirling after the storm of the War years had 
too strong a hold on the attention of the public to enable it to 
give due heed to the first tentative efforts at international· 
organisation which were being made in the background. The 
apparently lukewarm interest shown in these attempts even by 
certain of the statesmen on whom their success depended and 
the seeming disproportion between the overwhelming problems 
of the hour and the proposed institutions whose possible stability 
could not be gauged by any past experience obscured the fact 
that the texts drafted in Paris would, after the painful task of 
winding up the past, prove the foundation on which, patiently 
and stone by stone, the new organisation of the world was to 
be built up. 
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It is true that the action -taken by the statesmen was deter
mined by the general longing for peace and the great dream of 

. international reconciliation and social justice cherished by the 
peoples during the dark days of the War. But for this nnanimous 
desire, deep-rooted in every country, there would have been at 
the Peace Conference no Commission for the League of Natiol;ls 
and no Commission on International Labour Legislation. But 
the masses had difficulry in recOgnising the objects of their hope 
behind the. often lifeless formulae of legal texts submitted to 
them. They were faced with rnachinery, with a starting point 
the great daring of which escaped them, because they compared 
it with the ideal of which they had dreamt and not 'with the 
past on which they were deliberately turning their hacks. 

Ten years have passed. The institution has lived. It has sur
vived the early struggles, and although it has not done more 
than begin to carry out its programme it has at least shown 
enough of the possibilities of realisation to make clear the 
boldness of the solutions imagined in 1919. We are beginning 
to see that the historian who a century later may analyse the 
facts of this memorable year will lay by far the greatest stress 
"on the creation of the international institutions. What he will 
find it necessary to explain will not be the timidity but _ the 
-boldness of their constitutions, not the hesitations of certain 
States but the rapidity with which an organisation was set up 
which in many respects ran counter to the traditional conceptions 

~ of the law of nations. This daring and this urgency can be seen 
even more clearly in Part XIII than in Part I of the Treaty. 
The constitution laid down by Part XIII establishes an entirely 
new type of international organisation on account of the repre
sentation of interests in the cOQ;lposition of the Conference and 
the Governing Body, the system of individual voting' by 
delegates, the two-thirds majority in place of the rule of 
unanimity for the adoption of Conventions and Recommenda
tions, the obligations which this adoption involves for the 
States Members and Iinally the measures taken for supervising 
the application of Conventions. The position which its con

_ stitution occupies in the Peace Treaties and the autonomy 
which the Organisation enjoys within the League of Nations 
are proof of the special importance with 'which its founders 
wished to endow it. Finally, the date of October 1919 fixed in 
the Treaty -for the opening of the first International Labour 



Conference, the agenda laid dowfi in an, additional protocol 
and the decision of the Peace Conference fo give the constitu
tion of the new Organisation executive foree without waiting • 
for the signature of the Peace Treaty, reveal the urgent desire, 
of Governments to give th~ workers a pledge of their good 
will and their sincerity, 



CHAPTER I 

ORIGINS AND PRINCIPLES 

PlJlling lin W tg: 

Tin C"""I of 
Tholll!Pl in Ih, 

Nin,lI1f1lh 
CIfIIIIr.J 

The special lireatment accorded to the social 
problem by the peace-makers of 1919 can be 
understood only in the light of the past. In 
the history of institutions thought has alwa}'& 
preceded action. For a century, indeed, the 
movement of ideas had paved the way for the 
new organisation and had even before the War 

taken concrete form and provided lessons for the future.J 
Every work which has analysed the constitution of the Inter

national Labour Organisation has devoted a chapter to this 
movement. At the beginning there were a certain number of 
striking individuals, the precursors, who at the very dawn of 
labouc legislation asked that the social problems raised by large
scale industry should be dealt with by international collabora
tion. In 1818, Robert Owen submitted to the Congress of the 
'Holy Alliance at Aix-la-OJ.apelle two memoranda asking the 
powers to introduce in every country measures for protecting 
the workers against the ignorance and exploitation to which 
they were exposed and inviting them to appoint a labour com
mission. From.1838 to 1859, Daniel Legrand, a Mulhausen 
manufacturer, sent innumerable memoranda and petitions to 
Parliaments and Governments "with a view to the adoption," as 
one petition says, "of national laws and also international legis
lation for the protection of the working class against work exces
sive in amount and at too early an age, the primary and principal 
cause of its physkal. deterioration, its moral degradation and its 
deprivation of the blessings of family life." 

Interesting as these declarations are in the history of ideas, 
their real value must not be over-estimated. They do honour to 

.1Ihe foresight of their authors, but they had no direct influence on 
later developments. The idea of international collaboration for 
labour legislation could not become strong enough to lead to 
positive results until the movement for labour legislation itself 
had gained' strength in each country and had proved victorious 
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over the doctrine of economic liberalism which had previously 
opposed its progress. ..-

This is what happened in the second half of the century. Under 
the inlIuence of the growing social movement and the humani
tarian ideas propagated by the revolution of 1848, the theory of. .. 
Iais.ret'1ain lost some of its power. Legislation for the protection' 
of the workers became more frequent, the demands for such 
legisla~on grew more urgent anq the idea of international labour 
legislation received a freshimpuIse.In France, Germany, Switzer
land, in the universities as weIl as in Parliament, men of 
various shades of opinion expounded the idea that the progress 
already made in the social sphere could be consolidated and 
further progress made only by eliminating the disadvantages 
which such progress and the consequent rise in production <;osts 
could have for the industries of the more advanced countries in 
international competition. 

This current of ideas, which insisted chiefly on 
First p,..tiuJ the economic justification for international 

Rludu: Tho &rim labour legislation, was to reach its first very 
tI1IIIBm. modest practical results at the end of th~ cen-

C .. /mttnZ tury. In 1889, the Swiss Government proposed 
for the mst time to convene an international 

labour conference. The idea was taken up by the German Govern
ment, and a conference was held in Berlio in 1890, attended by 
representatives of fourteen countries. The results were limited 
and were not followed up. The conference merely adopted a 
certain number of resolutions on the limitation of the work of 
women and children, work in mines and the weekly rest. 

This first experiment had at least one salutary effect. It brought 
to light the defects of the method and showed that no progress 
could be made without carefuI technical preparation and con
tinuous and regular action. 

The credit for drawing the correct conclusion from the experi
enCe of the Berlio Conference lies with a group of scholars and 
economists who in 19DD founded the International Association 
for the Legal Protection of the Workers in Paris. While official 
circles hesitated and failed to act, private initiative stepped in".. 
and undertook to convene international labour conferences, to 
prepare theiI agenda and by constant propaganda to have the 
texts adopted incorporated in national legislation. An interna
tional office was set up in Basle to centralise the research work 



and the collection of information. The Association had national 
sections through which it could get into touch with official 
circles" Support was' asked from the various Governments. 
Finally, when tItc ground seemed to have been sufficiently pre

. pared, the.Swiss Goverwnent convened a conference at Berne in 
1905, which was attended by experts and technicians from about 
twenty countries. Two sets of texts were adopted, one dealing 
with the use of white phosphorus in the match ihdustty and the 
other with the night work of women. Next year a further con
ference was held in the same city, consisting this time of pleni
potentiaries, which adopted the texts in qqestion in the form of 
international conventions. Two successive conferences, the first 
technicd and the second diplomatic--5uch was the method 
invented to get round the double difficulty arising from the fact 
that the experts were not empowered to sign conventions and 
the diplomats lacked the technical knowl~dgeto draft them. 

The encouraging results of this step decided the Association 
to prepare for a new conference of experts, which was held at 
Berne in 1913; texts were adopted on the limitation of hours of 
work for women and young persons and the prohibition of night 
work for children, but the outbreak of hostilities prevented the 
meeting 'of the diplomatic conference which was to have trans
formed these texts into conventions in the following year. 

Although the War interrupted the activities of 
·The Worms' the Association, in another way it won for 

Depttmtl.t international labour legislation new and indis" 
. pensable support: that of the organised prole

tariat. Up to that time the masses of the workers had remained 
rather in the background. It is true that the progress of trade 
union action had always exerted an influence by drawil)g attention. 
to the social problem. It is true also that certain of the workers' 
leaders had expressed their sympathy for the aims of the inter
national moveme'?-t for the legal protection of the workers. But 
the masses had appeared unwilling to commit themselves until 
they saw positive and effective results. The Berlin Conference 
and its pious resolutions had aroused their distrust rather than 
confidence. The work of the Berne Conference seemed to them 
doomed to be slow and uncertain so long as the initiative lay 
eritirely with a private association which could count only on 
th~ personal authority of its members and its propaganda to 
obtain the support of Governments and the application of the 
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Conventions. They considered that this new international legis
lation dealing with the questions they hap ni~t at he:>,rt should· 
not be made for them but with their collaboration and thus 
savour less of philanthropy. In place of the Gomewhat" narrow 
idea of legal protection, they would !}ave preferrep that of a. 
code of workers' rights, which they hoped to win from Govern
ments as a recognition of their just due and not as a favour 
obtained by the generous and altruistic intervention of a group 
of intellectuals. They hoped also that the application of interna
tional legislation would not be left to the good will and good 
faith of States but "lould be guaranteed by a system of slJper-
vision and sanctions. . 

Before the War, however, the workers' organisations had 
hardly attempted to define their attitude to these problems .. The 
courageous but modest efforts of the International Association 
had brought to light the obstacles in the way of any attemp~ at 
infringing the sovereign rights of States. Efforts had been made, 
as in 1905 for example, to arrive at an agreement to set up an 
international supervisory commission for the application of the 
conventions ratified, but this proposal was rejected, even though 
the commission was only to be of an advisory nature, and all 
that could be done was to adopt a resolution on the subject. The 
War, by the change it wrought in men's minds and the tre
mendous increase in the power of the trade unions which fol
lowed, brought within the workers' grasp possibilities which a 
few years earlier had seemed unattainable. The appeal which was 
made by Governments in every country to the working class not 
only developed in it a consciousness of its solidarity, but also 
turned the attention of the whole nation to that class and to the 
necessity fpr raising it to a higher material and moral standard 
oflife. 

Thus, when the delegates of the workers of the allied cOuhtries, 
and later of the neutral countries, met at Leeds in 1916, at Stock
holm in 1917 and at Berne in 19[8, and demanded that the terms 
of peace should "safeguard the working class of all countries 
from the attacks of international capitalist competition apd 
assure it a minimum guarantee of moral and material order as 
regards labour legislation, trade union rights, migration, social 
insurance, hours of work and industrial hygiene and safety," 
their demands met .with the support of public opinion and a 
sympathetic hearing from Governments. The sufferings of the 
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War had developed in every stratum of society a feeling 'Ilhat 
peace m~st mean something more than a return to the conditions 
of ~914: A iieworder must be created which would guaiantee 
the peace of the world and give to'-everyone the just reward of 

-his labour •• 

TIl, LabDur 
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CDnJlrIfIn 

This vague idealism, sustained by the promises 
of statesmen who were indeed not a. little 
troubled by the agitation among the workers, 
ensured the triumph of these claims. The 
League of Nations, which was intended to 
safeguard the peace of the world, seemed the 

natural institution for achieving that social justice without which 
peace would be meaningless. But there could be no waiting for 
the ratification of the Peace Treaties or the beginning of the acti
vities of the League of Nations before deciding what form the 
international organisation should take ~hichwas to deal with 
labour questions within the framework of the League. Fuliflll 
Imll might be a suitable motto in other fields, but the social 
problem required rapid and bold decisions. Any delay, any 
indecision might have destroyed the confidence of. the working 
class and turned it against those who had encouraged it with 
promises. Moreover, the ground was less new than in other 
'spheres. It had to a great extent been cleared by the Berne Labour 
Conferences, and their work, interrupted by the War, had merely 
to be taken up again in a manner which would meet the workers' 
wishes. 

All these ~mstances explain why the Peace Conference 
dec;ided at its sitting of January 2Jth, 1919, to set up a Commis
sion of fifteen members "to enquire into the conditions of em
ployment from the international aspect and to consider the 
international means necessary to secure common action on 
Inatters alfecting conditions of employment, and to recommend 
the form of a pe~ent agency to continue such enquiry and 
consideration in co-operation with and under the direction of 
the League of Nations." Thus the Conference, before it knew 
what form the League itself might take, began to study the 
creation of one of the institutions which was to be attached to it. 

The Commission for Ioternational Labour Legislation began 
its work on February 1St. Its composition recalled its double 
origin: what Inay be called the "scieJl.tific" movement for the 
legal protection of the workers and the great urge towards social 
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refo":m after the War. ';rhe Governments saw to it that the dele
gates. on this Commission' should include not OIil'y important 
figures like Messrs. ,Ernest Mabaim and Arthur Fontaine ,and Sir 
Malcolm Delevingne, the moving spirits' of the Berne C0n
ferences, but also men more intimately connected with labour 
and sometimes directly appointed by the workers:. Samuel 
Gomper~ for the United States, E. Vandervelde for Belgium, 
G. N. Barnes for Great Britain, Uon Joubaux for France and 
A. Cabrini for Italy. 

The Commission worked for almost two months under the 
cbairmanship of Samuel Gompers. Its task was no easy' one. 
From the outset it accepted as a basis for its discussions a draft 
put forward by the British delegation after having been sub
mitted to the workers' and employers' organisations in Great 
Britain for their examination. It was not long before very 
divergent views began to appear as to the nature of the institu
tion which was to be set up. The question of the powers which 
should be granted to it was the subject of a long battle between . 
the United States delegation and the other delegations and might 
indeed have endangered the whole work of the Commission but 
for the fact that all the members were conscious of the great 
disappointment whicli such a failure would cause to the world. 

Finally, on April lIth, after thirty-five sittings, the Reporter, 
Mr. G. N. Barnes, was able to subtillt to the Peace Conference 
the first results of the work of the Commission_ Draft Con
vention creating a permanent organisation for the international 
regulation of labour questions. This Draft was immediately 
approved, subject to amendments in detail which might .. be 
thought necessary by the Drafting Committee in order to bring 
it into harmony with the Pact of the League of Nations. At the 
same time, measures were taken to constitute as soon as possible 
the Preparatory Committee for the First Session of the Inter
national Labour Conference, which was to be held at Washington 
in the following October, so that it could set to work without 
waiting either for the ratification or even for the signature of the 
Treaty of Peace. On April 18th the Peace Conference met again 
and adopted, with certain formal amendments, the second parr 
of the Report of the Commission on International Labour Legis
lation, which took the form of a draft declaration to be inserted 
in the Peace Treaty. ,Theie two documents, the Corwention and 
the declaration, have, under the title "Labour," become Sections 

. .' 
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I and II of Part XIII of the Treaty of Versailles, and were later 
inserted in corresponding positions in the other Peace Treaties 
concluded in 1919 and 19Z0. 
'. The forty Articles which compose Section I of Part XIII 
form the actual constitution of the International Labour 
Organisation, regulating its composition, its wotking and the 

.. ·obli~ations assumed by the 'States Members. But these provisions 
. do not form the whole of Part XIII. The mere creation of a new 
. institution would not have satisfied the workers. The authors of 
the Treaty realised that this institution must, so to speak, be 
given a soul, and to this end they placed the constitution in a 
setting of two solemn declarations reflecting the main currents 
of thoug!J.t and general tendencies out of y;hich the International 
Labour Organisation arose. The first is the Preamble, which 
defines, more or less in terms of ideals, the aims and guiding 
principles of the Organisation. The other is the final Article, 
which, starting out from the ideas contained in the Preamble, 
sets forth with a view to immediate action a certain number of 
principles, the progressive realisation of which seemed to the 
High Contracting Parties to be of special and urgent importance. 

The Pr.ambl" 
Ainu of the 
Organisation 

"Universal peace" and "social justice" consti
tute the double object which the authors of 
the Treaty had in view in setting up the Inter
national Labour Organisation. The Preamble 
opens: "Whereas the League of Nations has 

: for its object the establishment of universal peace, and such a 
peace can be established only if it is based upon social justice .••. " 
In so far as its ultimate aim is to contribute to the establishment 
of universal peace, the work of the Organisation is linked up 
with that of the League of Nations. For that reason the Treaty 
provided certain organic bonds between the two institutions, the 
chief of these being the compulsoty membership of the Interna
tional Labour Organisation for all States Members of the League 
of Nations and the inclusion of the budget of the Organisation 
in the general budget of the League. 

But social justice is not merely a means of establishing uni
versal peace; it is also an end in itself. As such its moral value is 
so high and its realisation so urgent that it seemed fitting to 
entrust the task to a special organisation whose structure and 
method of work would be peculiarly adapted to its object. and 
which, by itS independent position among the other institutions 
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of the League of Nations, would be able to work in complete 
liberty for the accomplishment of the task assigned to it .. The 
High Contracting Parties, when Slimming up at the end of the 
Preamble the lofty motives which form the basis of Part XlII, 
abandoned the apparent subordination of social justice to the 
work of peace and placed on an equal footing "the sentiments of 
justice and humanity and the desire to secure the permanent 
peace of the world" which led them to agree to the succeetlin~ . 
Articles. 

The affirmation of the ideal of social justice in the first para
graph of the Preamble is immediately followed by a recognition 
by the High Contracting Parties of the existing abuses and the 
urgent necessity for doing away with them: "And whereas con
ditions of labour exist involving such injustice, hardship. and 
privation to great numbers of people as to produce unrest so 
great that the peace and harmony of the world are imperilled; 
and an improvement of those conditions is urgently re
quired. ••• " This is theminor premise of the syllogism of which 
the major premise is the desire of the world for peace and social 
justice, while the conclusion will be the necessity for creating a 
permanent Labour Organisation. In recognising the existence of 
the evils of which the working class complains, the Powers took 
the first step towards relieving them and gave the sufferers hope 
for a brighter future. They went further; in order that there 
might be no misunderstanding and that the labour world should 
see in the programme of the new institution the points about 
which it was particularly anxious, the Preamble gave by way of 
example an enumeration of the improvements which it seemed 
particularly urgent to effect. These are: "The regulation of the 
hours of work, including the establishment of a maximum work
ing day and week, the regulation of the labour supply, the pre-' 
vention of unemployment, the provision of an adequate living 
wage. the protection of the worker against sickness, disease and . 
injury arising out of his employment, the protection of children. 
young persons and women, provision for old age and injury, 
protection of the interests of workers when employed in coun
tries other than their own, recognition of the principle of free
dom of association, the organisation of vocational and technical 
education and other measures." 

But it may be ask~d wbat necessity there was for an interna
tional organisation to improve these conditions. What necessity 
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was there for the adoption of measures drafted in conferences 
that were world-wide in their scope and possibly involving 
binding reciprocal underrakings for the States which adhered to 
them? It is true that the universal nature of the evils which were 
being attacked is a sufficient justification for the universal action 
undertaken to suppress them; the natural feelings of justice and 
humanity, as well as the collective instinct for selfcpreservation, 
render universal mutual aid imperative in a matter affecting the 
happiness and sometimes even the existence of large groups of 
individuals. Side by side with these considerations, however, 
there is an economic argument mentioned in the third paragraph 
of the Preamble in the following terms: ''WhereaS,..Iso the 
failure of any nation to adopt humane conditions of labour is an 
obstacle in the way of other nations which desire to improve the 
conditions in their own countries •••• " 

How far is this economic objection ,really valid? To what 
extent is it true to say that a piece of social legislation is a.hurden 
on the country which adopts it and is liable to place the industry 
of that coun~ in an unfavourable posi.tion on the world markct 
as compared with the competing industries of foreign countries 
which have not adopted the same legislation? To take some of 
the examples quoted in the Preamble itself, can 'One say that 

. countries which make effQrts to regulate the labour supply, to 
introduce vocational and technical education or to protect the 
workers against sickness and injury arising out of their employ
!hent are ipso /1K1o at a disadvantage in international competi
tion? And even the reduction of hours of work, the improve
ment of wages, the protection of children or social insurance 
surely repay their immediate cost by advantages and incentives 
15f ~hich national industry finally reaps the benelit? Experience 
appears to show that the countries with the most advanced 
labour legislation are by no means the least successful in the 
competition for :world markets. The whole question has often 
been discussed and doubtless will be discussed for long years to 
come, for social experiments are not eatried out in a laboratory 
where factors of secondary importance.can be eliminated, and 
consequently it is difficult to establish a definite connection of 
cause and effect in this subject, and the conclusions advanced on 
both sides are necessarily in the nature of conjectures. ... 

Be that as it may, one fact remains, namely, that since the" 
beginning of the modem industrial system, whenever B measure 
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for the protection of the workers has been proposed or de
manded-whether it was the prohibition of the employment of 
children under nine years of age in the early nineteenth century, 
or the limitation of the hours of work of all workers to eight in 
the day in the early twentieth century-the economic objection 
has in every case been raised. Whether well founded or not, the 
fear of foreign competition has alarmed industrialists and has 
paralysed or hindered social progress. It may be said that even 
if the conditions governing international competition are less 
incompatible than has often been thought" with an improvement 
in working conditions in anyone country, the fear inspired. by • 
such competition is clearly an obstacle to improvements of a 
social nature. Add to this the fact that the present pace of indus
trial development has, especially in periods of depression such as 
that through which every country is now passing, made this 
competition a veritable obsession, and it will readily be under
stood Jaow necessary it is to £ind some means of calming these 
apprehensions which bar the way to all further progress and 
even endanger the reforms already achieved. The ~emedy which 
suggested itself to the authors of the Treaty as likely to lead to a 
reasonable and systematic improvement in working conditions, 
safeguarded rrom the risks of sudden panic in times of depression, 
is the one advocated since the days of Daniel Legrand and tried 
out before the War at the Berne Conferences, namely, to indUfe 
a parallel improvement in working conditions in every country 
and fu: the minimum standard which every country would under': 
take to maintain. All that was required was to establish regula
tions for the application of the system and to improve its work
ing and its efficiency. This was the purpose of the authors of the 
Treaty in drafting the constitution of the International Labeut. 
Organisation. 

Although the Preamble set forth clearly the 
Tin. Fill4l Arlit": aims and the programme of action of the Inter-

Tin. GeIl"',J national Labour Organisation, the authors of 
Prilldp'" Part xm were clear .. _ le outset that such 

a solemn proclamation was not in itself suffi
cient to dispel all distrust. The Preamble certainly contained a 
list of questions with which the Organisation was requested to 

~ deal urgently, but there was nothing to show to what point 
Governments were prepared to go in the way of reforms. To 
take one example only, the Preamble mentioned the regulation of 
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hours of work and the fixing of maximum hours for the day and 
the week, but what was of importance to the workers was to 
know whether they were to obtain satisfaction in their demand 
for an eight-hour day. Now the state o~ mind in 1919 was such 
that a reply to these definite questions could not be put olf. As 
Mr. Barnes forcibly stated before the Peace Conference, the 
worker of 1919 was living with the memory of his pre-War 
situation; he feared a return to former conditions. and was 
determined not to accept it. 

When the Commission on International Labour Legislation 
. was set up by the Peace Conference, many people thought that 
its deliberations would result in a kind of international labour 
code the provisions of which, when inserted in the Peace Treaty, 
would immediately apply to all the Member States. The inter
national Trade Union Conference, which met at Berne about the 
same time, drew up a programme of fifteen Articles summarising 
the demands of the workers. The political, and even more the 
legal, difficulties in such a step prevented its being taken, and it 
was left to the new Organisation to reach definite fortnal decisions 
on each point. But the Commission, while declining to draw up 
proposals which could be accepted in a definite form, unani
mously recognised "that their work would not be complete if it 
were simply confined to setting up a permanent machinery for 
international labour legislation." "So impressed were they," as 
their report says, "with the urgent need for recognising explicidy 
certain fundamental principles as necessary to social progress, 
that they decided to submit a series of declarations for insertion 
in the Peace Treaty." The High Contracting Parties were not 
invited to give immediate effect to these'declarations, but merely 
to subscribe to them in a general manner, leaving it to the inter
national Labour Conference to enmine them thoroughly and 
put them into the form of Recommendations or Draft Conven
tions. The mere fact, however, that the Commission decided to 
retain and submit to the Peace Conference only those declara
tions which were supported by at least two-thirds of the votes 
(in point of fact, many of them had obtained unanimity) gave these 
proposals considerable moral authority. 

It is these declarations, which the Peace Conference decided to 
insert in the Treaty of Peace at the end of the actual constitution 
of the International Labour Organisation, which form Section IT 
of Part XlII, under the tide "General principles." With the 
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Preamble they certainly represent the most impressive provision 
of Part xm. This Section, which fortnS a counterpart to the 
Preamble in which a number of urgent improvements in condi
tions of labour are enumerated, has with justice been .calIed 
the International Labour Charter. It indicates in nine points the 
direction in which improvements must be sought. It reveals the 
desue of Governments to give the workers a pledge with regard 
to a certain nUmber of definite refortnS on which the workers' 
demands were most urgent: the right of association for all Iaw
fuI purposes by the employed as well as by the employers; the 
right to a wage adequate to maintain a reasonable standard -of 
life; an eight-hour day or a forty-eight-hour week; a weekly 
rest of at least twenty-four hours, which should include Sunday 
wherever practicable; the abolition of child labour; the princil'le 
that men and women should receive equal remuneration for 
work of equal value; equality of treatment for national and 
foreign -workers; the organisation of a system of inspection to 
ensure the enforcement of legislation for the protection of the 
workers; and, dominating all the rest, the solemn affirmation, 
reflecting the ",hole idealist current of thought of the period, 
"that labour should not be regarded merely as a commodity or 
article of commerce." 

In making these declarations the High Contracting Parties 
made two reservations: the one refers to the difficulty of imme
diately attaining "strict uniformity in conditions -of labour'? as a 
result of "differences of climate, habits and customs, of economic 
opportunity and industrial tradition." The other refers to the 
necessarily provisional and incomplete character of the pro
gramme set forth. The Commission on Labour Legislation had 
already pointed out in its report that it did not feel called upon _ 
"to draw up a charter containing all the refortnS which may be 
hoped for in a more or less distant future"; it had confined itself 
to "principles the realisation of which may be contemplated in 
the near future." Similarly, Sir Robert Borden, in submitting to 
the Peace Conference the final text of Article 417, pointed out 
the impossibility of drafting immediately a code which could 
apply permanently over a long period and of foreseeing all the 
future developments of these principles and the ideals which 
might be aimed at later. It was this difficulty which led to the 
declaration in Article -417 that the principles and methods re
ferred to above should not be considered as "either complete or 
I.L. o. C 
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final" and that when enumerating them the High Contracting 
Parties wished merely to emphasise "their special and urgent 
importance." Having made these reservations, the authors of the 
Treaty immediately proelaimed solemnly that, "if adopted by 
the industrial communities who are Members of the League, 
and safeguarded in practice by an adequate system of inspection, 
they will confer lasting benefits upon the wage-earners of the 
world." 

Such declarations were calculated to reassure the world of 
labour. The new machinery would not be beating the air. A 
plan of work had been laid down, and the impulse and definite 
direction for that work had been given. The success of the 
Organisation would depend on its fidelity to this programme. 
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CHAPTER n 

THE STATES MEMBERS 

"Universality"· is a word which appears in 
the very first sentence of the Preamble to 
Part XIII: "Whereas the League of Nations 
has for its object the establishment of lI1Ii_sa/ 

peace and such 1l peace can be established only if it is based 
upon social justice"; "and the idea recurs later: "And whereas 
conditions of labour exist involving such injustice, hardship 
and privation to large numbers of people as to produce unrest 
so great that the peace and harmony of the JIIOrltJ are imperilled" ; 
and yet again: "Whereas also rhe failure of tilly nation to adopt 
humane conditions of labour is an obstacle in the way of other 
nations which desire to improve the conditions in their own 
countries." Thus, the universality at which the International 
Labour Organisation must logically aim is three times empha
sised in the Preamble. 

Universal the Organisation should be in the same way as 
the League of Nations as a whole, since the peace of the world 
may be endangered by the ferment of social agitation which 
can arise in any country where the working classes are subject 
to poverty and privation. Universal the Organisation must be 
also to an even greater extent than the political organisations 
of the League, since the maintenance of inhuman conditions in 
even a single country may, through international competition, . 
arrest or compromise social progress in every other country. 

In view of that fact it is not surprising that one of the chief 
. preoccupations of the Organisation since the beginning has 
been to increase the number of its Members as much as possible. 

The close connection between the ultimate 
C.lllplibory aims of the two institutions led to the in-

PlITlieipali .. oj clusion in Article 387 of the Treaty of the 
MJlllh".s oj the provision that the original Members of the 

r..'lI" oj N.Ii.1IS League of Nations should be the original 
Members of the International Labour Organ

isation, and that hereafter membership of the League of Nations 
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should carry with it membership of the said Organisation. It 
seemed indeed impossible that any State adhering to the 
Covenant and accepting its programme should decline to accept 
Part xm. Under Article 23 of the Covenant States undertook 
"to secure and maintain fair and humane conditions of labour 
for men, women and children • . • and for that purpose to 
establish and maintain the necessary international organisations." 
Part xm merely gave this undertaking more definite form and 
contained the constitution of the proposed Organisation. 

The compulsory participation of all Members of the League 
of Nations in the work of the International Labour Organisation 
was, however, contested in one case. In 1910 the State of Salvador 
maintained,that while it had become a Member of the League of 
Nations by adhering to the Covenant, it had no obligations 
towards the International Labour Organisation because it had 
not signed any of the Treaties of Peafe containing its constitu
tion and had accepted only the Covenant, which, it asserted, 
did not explicidy mention the Intemational Labour Organisa
tion. Salvador therefore refused to share in the cost of this 
body. Its assertion, which raises a very important point of 
principle, was several times discussed by the Council and 
Assembly of the League of Nations in 19ZI and 19ZZ, and a 
financial arrangement was finally arrived at, Salvador under
taking to pay its arrears of contributions. At the same time, 
it maintained its argument and stated that it reserved the right 
which it had claimed, but in point of fact it has since sent dele
gates to two Sessions of the Conference. 

The principle that membership of the League 
N"" M,l1Ib".s of Nations compulsorily involves membership 

sin" I9I9 of the International Labour Organisation may 
therefore be considered as firmly established 

and accepted at the present day. But while such a bond seems 
necessary and natural, it is not sufficient to give the International 
Labour Organisation that universality which its aims and 
functions imply. It would suffice only if the League of Nations 
itself were a world-wide institution. It will be remembered that 
when the International Labour Organisation was set up in 
1919 the list of original Members of the League of Nations or 
of States which could become Members contained only 45 
States, of which 32 had signed the Treaty of Versailles and 13 
had been'lnvited to accept the Covenant. There was no mention 
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for example, of Germany, Austria, Hungary, Bulgaria, Turkey, 
the new Republics created by the Russian Revolution or Mexico. 
From the point of view of the League of Nations, these omissions 
might be justified by political considerations. It was clear that 
some of them, and particularly the omission of Germany, were in 
direct contradiction with the task imposed on the International 
Labour Organisation. Assuming that for reasons of economic 
competition the regulation of labour and the protection of the 
workers should progress along parallel lines in every country, 
how could one of the chief industrial Powers of the world 
possibly remain outside the movement? Moreover, how could 
the Organisation proceed without the very wide experience 
of social legislation which that Power possessed? 

This question had already received serious attention from 
the members of the Commission on International Labour 
Legislation of the Peace Conference. The Italian Delegation had 
formally proposed the admission of all nations without excep
tion to the new Organisation. Messrs. Vandervelde and J ouhaux 
had both stressed the necessity for making the new Organisation 
as universal as possible. The Commission was interpreting this 
general wish when in drafting one of its Resolutions it pointed 
out that "an international code of labour legislation which 
will be really effective cannot be secured without the co
operation of all industrial countries." Consequently, when 
the question was raised during the peace negotiations with 
Germany and Austria of the collaboration of these countries 
in the International Labour Organisation, the Supreme Council, 
after having consulted its Labour Commission, finally decided 
to place no obstacle in the way of the admission of these countries 
but to grant the Washington Conference the power to settle 
the question as it wished. The matter was placed as the first' 
item on the agenda, and the Conference decided at its second 
sitting on October 30th, 1919, to admit Germany and Austria 
to the Organisation with the same rights and obligations as 
the other States. 

It is worth stressing the fact that the first act of the Inter
national Labour Organisation represented an effort towards 
complete universality. It is worthy of note also that on the 
first occasion when the question of the boundaries of the Inter
national Labour Organisation and those of the League of Nations 
arose, the idea of identity was dropped and the special needs of 
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the Organisation for as wide a field of action as possible were 
recognised by the authors of the Peace Treaty. It should also 
be observed that when the Supreme Council decided to permit 
the admission of Getmany to the Labour Organisation before 
it was admitted to the League of Nations, Mr. Arthur Fontaine, 
who was then General Secretary of the Commission on Inter
national Labour Legislation, sent a letter to the Secretary
General of the Peace Conference asking whether this decision 
did not necessitate some change in the drafting of Article !87 
of the Treaty; neither the Supreme Council nor the Drafting 
Committee felt the necessity for adopting such a suggestion. 

At that time it could be taken as accepted that the connection 
established by Article !87 between membership of the League 
of Nations and membership of the International Labour Organ
isation did not make it impossible for the latter to recruit 
members outside the number of those which had adhered to 
the Covenant. In reply to a request from Finland for admission 
to the Labour Conference at Washington the Supreme Council 
decided once again to let the question be settled by the Confer
ence itself. When Finland's request was examined by the com
petent committee of the Washington Conference, a proposal 
was made by four votes to one to admit that country on the 
same footing as Germany and Austria and to decide that in 
principle any State which applied for admission to the Inter
national Labour Organisation in accordance with the procedure 
laid down could be admitted. 

The minority of the Committee, however, was strongly· 
opposed to this view and set out in its report the legal arguments 
which seemed to preclude the admission to the International 
Labour Organisation of any State which did not belong to 
the League of Nations. This report pointed out that if the 
authors of Part XIII had considered such a possibility they 
would have indicated clearly by what authority and subject to 
what conditions a State could he admitted. The minority further 
believe<;l that the organic connection between the two institutions 
was such that it prevented the adherence of a State to Part XIII 
unless it adhered at the same time to the Covenant of the League 
of Nations. They argued that the case of Getmany and Austria 
should he considered as quite exceptional; the decision of the 
Supreme Council on that point should be viewed as a special 
agreemen~ entered into between those two States and the Allied 
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and Associated Powers for the purpose of and as a condition 
of their acceptance of the Peace Treaties. According to this 
view the decision of the Council could not be taken as an 
interpretation of Article 387, for as such it would have been 
null and void, since the power to interpret the Treaties was 
reserved to the Court of International Justice. In the absence 
of any formal provision in the Peace Treaties, the right to admit 
members could not be conferred on the International Labour 
Conference by a decision of the Supreme Council, and still 
less by a decision taken by the Conference itself. 

In spite of its desire to extend the territorial competence of 
the Organisation, the Washington Conference did not dare to 
ignore these legal arguments, and "without passing on the 
question of principle" it contented itself with inviting, the 
delegates of Finland to take part in the Conference on the same 
footing as other countries not belonging to the· League of 
Nations. An identical decision was taken at Washington in the 
case of Luxemburg and again at Genoa with regard to Finland. 
The position of these two countries with reference to the inter
national Labour Organisation was, however; automatically 
setrled when the First Assembly of the League of Nations in 
December I9~o decided to admit them to the League. The same 
Assembly also admitted Albania, Bulgaria and Costa Rica, 
which, according to the basic principle of Article 387, at the 
same time became members of the International Labour Organ
isation. The applications of certain other States-Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania-were rejected for political reasons which 
do not concern us here; the important fact to be noted is that 
the Assembly, although it replied to these applications in the 
negative, at the same time recognised that the need of the 
International Labour Organisation for universality could not 
easily be reconciled with the considerations which might dictate 
the limits of the League of Nations. It was decided that if these 
States requested to be admitted to the International Labour 
Organisation their applications should be submitted to the 
Conference. There is no doubt that the Conference would 
have taken advantage of the right thus granted it if the Second 
Assembly had not admitted these States to the League before 
the next Conference met. 

Hungary was admitted to the League of Nations in 1912, 
Ethiopia and the Irish Free State in 19z5, and the Dominican 
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Republic in I 924, ali these becoming States Membexs of the 
Intexnational Labour Organisadon. Germany, which had been 
admitted as a member of the Organisation by the Washington 
Conference, became a member of the League in 1926, and as 
Austria had been in the same.position since 1920, tDe boundaries 
of the Intexnational Labour Organisation were for a time the 
same as those of the League of Nations. 

TIM Ca.r. of 
Brtl~lI 

The question of principle raised at Washington 
and left unsettled by the Conference at that 
date was bound to arise later. It almost did so 
in 1912, when it was thought that Mexico 

would apply for membership of the International Labour 
Organisation. There is no knowing what .might have been the 
attitude of the Conference at that time' when the Assembly had 
recendy recognised its power to admit a number of States. As 
it happened, it was not c;alled upon to take any decision, since 
the Government of Mexico did not catty out its original 
intention. 

The problem came before the Assembly and the Conference 
. in a new form in 1926. As a result of certain incidents which 
the reader will recall, Spain and Brazil declared their intention 
of withdrawing from the League of Nations, but stated at the 
same time that they wished to remain members of the Intex
national Labour Organisation. The question which thus arose 
was no longer whether the Conference had power to admit new 
members, but whether a State which withdrew from the League 
of Nations could continue to belong to the International Labour 
Organisation, or whether the boundaries of the two institutions 
must be considered identical notwithstanding the exception 
created at the beginning by the Supreme Council in favour of 
Germany and Austria. Spain returned to membership of the 
League of Nations before the expiry of the period of notice of 
two years prescribed in the Covenant, so that in the case of 
that country the question did not arise, But Brazil held to its 
decision and actually left the League in 1928, so that in 1929 
the Assembly was forced to take a decision. 

Once again legal scruples were set aside in favour of practical 
necessities and the obvious interests of the two institutions. 
When the Fourth Committee of the Assembly was about to 
discuss the budget of the Organisation, which allowed· for 
income from the Brazilian contribution, the Secretary-General 
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of the League of Nations read a.statement in which he requested 
that if the Fourth Committee accepted that contribution it 
should be on the understanding "that its action in so doing in 
no way prejudiced any constitutional questions arising under 
the Treaty provisions which had e»tablished the Labour Organ
isation. Under the present circumstances the question of the 
precise legal situation with regard to the continuance of Brazil's 
membership of the Labour Organisation could be considered as 
being of so theoretical a character that there did not seem to 
be any need to endeavour to solve it." 

In reply to the Secretary-General the Director of the Inter
national Labour· Office agreed "that it would be incorrect to 
attribute any theoretical or absolute value to the incorporation 
of the Brazilian contribution in the budget of the Labour 
Organisation. The Secretary-General's reservation could not, 
however, constitute at some future date an argument against 
the legal consequences of the positive fact that this contribution 
had been paid. In any case it would not affect the rights of Brazil 
and the obligations that it had assumed in virtue of its partici
pation in the International Labour Organisation." The Fourth 
Committee and the Assembly, when adopting the budget of 
the Organisation, confined themselves to taking note of these 
two declarations. 

Constitutionally the question was thus left entirely open, 
and this is important from the point of view of law. But from 
the point of view of practical life the most important fact is 
that the need of the Organisation for universality has been 
recognised and met. In practice Brazil has remained a member 
of the Organisation, and it sent complete delegations, whose 
credentials were accepted by the Conference, to the three 
Sessions of the Labour Conference following its withdrawal' 
from the League. 

Prmnl Exttllt 
of the 

Organisation 

The International Labour Organisation at 
present consists of a total of fifty-five States 
which participate in its work. Through these 
States its competence extends to the territories 
which they administer as colonies, possessions, 

protectorates or mandated territories. By Article 4U the members 
eng'!$C to apply Conventions which they have ratified to their 
territories which are. not fully self-governing, subject to the 
double reservation that the Convention need not be applied if 
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inapplicable on account of local conditions and that modifications 
may be made if necessary to adapt the Convention to local 
conditions. 

The Organisation has thus a very wide range of competence 
covering four-fifths of the population of the world. It extends 
to every continent, and it is particularly noteworthy that the 
Organisation numbers among its members more of the Pacific 
countries than any of the institutions or organisations specially 
set up in recent years for strengthening the bonds between 
these peoples and for studying their common interests. 

Non-III,lIIb.,." 
URit,tI StatlS 

Wide as is the geographical extent of the 
Organisation it has not yet reached the univers
ality which it logically requires. 

Three States mentioned in the appendix to 
the Covenant as original members of the League of Nations 
have never actually become members. ,TwoClf these are Hedjaz 
and Ecuador, which have never taken any decision either way 
with regard to ratification of the Treaty of Versailles. The third 
is the United States which, as the reader knows, formally declined 
to ratify. 

There is no doubt that the absence of the United States is at 
present the most serious gap in the structure of the International 
Labour Organisation. As the most powerful industrial country 
in the world and one which is increasing its hold on the inter
national market year by year, its absence constitutes a hindrance 
to the future progress of international labour legislation. It is 
true that for ten years the Organisation has been able to accom
plish valuable work, even in the realm of international legisla
tion, without the collaboration of the United States. In this it 
was aided by the peculiar economic circumstances of the post
War period. Now that the world is faced by an economic crisis 
of unprecedented extent which is intensifying the competition 
in the world's markets, there is a danger that the countries will 
be less ready to bind themsdves by Conventions which do not 
apply to one of their most formidable competitors. On the 
other hand, the fact that the United States has become a large 
exporter of manufactured goods implies that the labour costs 
of American industry are brought into daily comparison and 
competition with those of other exporting countries. It has 
therefore become increasingly important from the American 
standpoint that their standards should not be endangered by 
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lower standards elsewhere. The maintenance of the wage-levels 
which have given the American workman a high standard of 
living is now no longer dependent solely on domestic conditions 
in the United States, but is directly influenced by international 
conditions and considerations. It is therefore not surprising 
that the International Labour Office should frequendy have 
dealt with the question and that the Office should have done 
all in its power to induce the United States to take part in its 
work. Fruitful relations have been established with official 
and private bodies, and these will be dealt with in another 
chapter of this work. In 1913 there was even some hope that a 
delegation of employers and workers might attend the Con
ference as observers. The idea was abandoned at the last moment 
and has not again been suggested, so that officially the situation 
is still the same as in 1910. Hopes.of a change in the near future 
are entertained, but without much conviction. For the time 
being at any rate the attitude of the International Labour Organ
isation can only be one of expectation, which of course does 
not prevent it from seizing every opportunity of getting into 
touch with official or private circles. 

Close beside the United States, Mexico makes 
M.",jto another blank on the map of the Organisation 

-a blank which it is difficult to understand 
in view of the fact that the trend of social development of this 
country for several years has been exacdy parallel with that 
followed in Geneva. It is not surprising that from time to time 
attempts have been made on both sides to arrive at an under
standing. As early as 19u negotiations were entered into with 
the Government of President Obregon, and the Director in his 
report to the Conference felt justified in announcing that Mexico 
would shordy apply for admission to the Organisation. Internal' 
troubles in Mexico prevented the Government from carrying 
out. its intention at that time, but in 1914 negotiations were 
again opened with the new President, General Calles, who met 
Mr. Albert Thomas in Paris during his visit to Europe. Their 
interview revealed the lively interest which the President took 
in the development of international labour legislation and at the 
same time the difficulties which prevented his country from 
entering the Organisation. The normal way of entrance is 
through the League of Nations, but Mexico had not forgotten 
its lively resentment of the attitude of certain Powers in 1919, 
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when its name was omitted from the list of States invited to 
accede to the Covenant. Moreover in 1924 its diplomatic 
situation was still such as to give grounds for the belief 
that a request for admission might not be accepted without 
discussion. In view of this fact, the Mexican Government 
preferred to take no definite step as regards membership of 
the League. While it was prepared to give a cordial reply to 
any invitation coming from Geneva it decided not to make 
an application until it was certain of receiving a unanimous 
welcome. 

Mention has already been made of the legal objections to 
entrance into the International Labour Organisation prior to 
admission to the League of Nations. Just when President Calles 
was endeavouring to make his position clear, Mr. Oudegeest 
placed the question before the Governing Body and requested 
it, in the name of the Workers' Gro\lp, to. invite Mexico to 
apply for admission to the Organisation. The Workers' Group 
obviously wished to give Mexico a guarantee in advance that 
its application would be accepted, but the Governing Body, 
while sympathetic to the proposal, could not forget the dis
cussion at Washington with regard to Finland's application 
and did not consider that it was advisable under the circum
stances to lay the matter before the Permanent Court of Inter
national Justice. 

Since then there has been no official change in the position of 
Mexico. The country is still outside the Organisation but ready 
to join it as soon as circumstances permit. In the meantime, it 
has on several occasions shown its willingness to collaborate in 
scientific and technical work, and in 1930 it sent an official 
observer to the Conference who spoke during the discussion 
on the Director's Report. 

In the case of Turkey, just as with Mexico, 
Twhy purely political reasons are responsible for 

its absence. Immediately after the signing of 
the Treaty of Lausanne it was hoped that this estrangement 
would soon come to an end. So far, however, Turkey has not 
applied for admission to the League of Nations and consequently 
remains outside the International Labour Organisation. This 
abstention has. not, however, precluded a sincere desire for 
collaboration, as is clearly shown by the fact that official observers 
have attended recent Sessions of the Conference. 
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This country also has shown a desire to 

Egypt collaborate. As far back as 1924 the Prime 
Minister expressed the hope that the task in 

which the Egyptian Government was busily engaged might be 
extended and consolidated by the participation of Egypt in the 
work of the international institutions for maintaining the peace 
of the world. Since then the Organisation has been in frequent 
touch. with official and private circles, and the only apparent 
obstacle to the full participation of this country in the work 
of the Organisation and of the League of Nations as a whole 
would seem to be the delay in settling the constitutional problems 
at present under negotiation between Great Britain and the 
Egyptian Government. 

The position with regard to the U.S.S.R, is 
Till U.s.S.R. unfortunatdy quite a different one. In the 

last three countries mentioned above, a desire 
for active participation exists but has so far been prevented 
from coming to fruition by external circumstances. The Union 
of Socialist Soviet Republics, on the other hand, has never 
ceased to express, in terms which have varied only in their 
degree of forcefulness, its hostility towards the International 
Labour Organisation-an attitude to which the Organisation 
could not be indifferent. At the same time, the great economic 
changes brought about in Russia by the Bolshevist Revolution 
and the uncertainty existing abroad with regard to the social 
consequences of the new regime, made it incumbent upon the 
Organisation to study these conditions impartially and collect 
first-hand information. As early as the Second Session of the 
Governing Body, in January 1920, Mr. Sokal, Polish Govern
ment ddegate, drew attention to the Russian problem. The 
Governing Body decided to send a mission to study these con-" 
ditions, but after lengthy negotiations the Soviet Government 
refused its consent and it has not since then changed its attitude. 

As a result of the Genoa and the Hague Conferences in 1922, 
certain relationships were established with Russian representatives 
or administrations. Gradually an exchange of publications was 
instituted, and about 1928 it was thought that a further step 
might be taken and scientific co-operation organised for the 
study of certain questions, particularly that of wages, between 
the Office's research services and those of the People's Com
missariat for Labour. It was hoped that the Soviet Government, 
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which had recently taken part in the International Economic 
Conference of 1 917 and in the sessions of the Preparatory 
Commission for Disarmament, would gradually change its 
attitude towards the International Labour Organisation, but in 
the last months of the year these hopes were dashed to the 
ground. The scientific co-operation which had been begun was 
abruptly brought to an end. The Executive of the Red Trade 
Union International, at its meeting in Moscow in December 
1919, reaffirmed its resolution to combat the "reformist agencies 
of world imperialism," among which it quoted the International 
Labour Office, and about the same time the Commissariat for 
Labour published an article stating that all attempts at collabora
tion with the International Labour Office must be stopped 
once for all. The leaders of the U.S.S.R. have rejected any form 
of collaboration, even in the scientific sphere, between Soviet 
institutions and international institutions ,.because, according 
to the article referred to above, such collaboration involves 
divorcing science from politics and separating the study of 
facts from analysis in the light of Marxist doctrines, which is 
considered as being the only true science. 

This return of Moscow to its original uncompromising 
antagonism to the Office is no doubt connected with the general 
evolution of the policy of the Soviet. Government. A few faint 
attempts at establishing relationships were made when the New 
Economic Policy was introduced, but the Communist reaction 
of recent years has forced the leaders in Moscow to return to 
their fighting policy. This fact suggests that there may be further 
changes in the future. In the meantime, however, the gap 
continues to exist and its seriousness cannot be overlooked. 

This survey of the important States which have not adhered to 
the Intetnational Labour Organisation shows that, with the 
exception of two (which are, however, the two most powerful), 
a desire for collaboration exists and a mere change in circum
stances would be enough to make them Members. 

This survey would not be complete if it failed 
Cwlmn to mention Mghanistan in Asia and certain 

AIIolflttlilJ small States and territories in Europe which 
are still outside the Organisation.' In the 

• To thisli ... hould beadeled Icdand, ,ince the Danish Act of November 30th, 1918, 
giving it almblt complete independence, appean tG have withdrawn it from the 
juriscUction of the International Labour Organisauo.o.o 
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case of Mghanistan there is no reason to expect any early 
application for membership, but its absence cannot be said to 
be of great importance for the progress of international labour 
legislation. The position of the tiny European States of San 
Marino, Monaco, Liechtenstein and Andorra is more abnormal. 
The Assembly of the League of Nations considered the question 
in 1911 but found it difficult, in view of their smaIl size, to 
admit them as ordinary Members. So far no decision has been 
arrived at, and we thus lind adjoining advanced industrial 
countries smaIl districts to which international labour legislation 
does not apply. In the case of the territories administered by 
the League of Nations-the Saar and Danzig-the situation 
constitutes a still more flagrant paradox. In consequence of 
provisions the results of which were certainly not foreseen ,by 
their authors, these territories, which are densely populated, 
highly developed economically and advanced in social matters, 
are unable to participate in the work of the Organisation. The 
fact that the position of the Saar is merely transitory makes 
this anomaly less serious. Moreover, since 19Z' the Commission 
for the government of that territory bas, as a result of a resolution 
adopted by the International Labour Conference, endeavoured 
to some extent to meet the situation. It bas set up a Joint 
Ownber of Labour to which the resolutions adopted by the 
Conference are regularly submitted with a view to considering 
the possibility of applying them in the territory. 

The Free City of Danzig has also felt the need tor participating 
in the work of the Organisation. In 1930 it applied for member
ship, but doubts were raised as to whether the request was in 
order in view of the rather peculiar legal position of the City, 
which is more or less under the double protectorate of the 
League of Nations and Poland, the latter being responsible for . 
its foreign affairs. In view of this rather complicated situation 
the. opinion of the Court of International Justice was asked, 
and the reply was in the negative. In this case, therefore, some 
other method of collaboration, distinct from ordinary member
,ship, will bave to be found if the City of Danzig is going to 
collaborate in the work of the Organisation and if the Inter
national Labour Conventions are to be regularly applied in 
its territory. 

These exceptions and anomalies, paradoxical as they may 
be, do not prevent the International Labour Organisation from 
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becoming a universal body. They are merely temporary diffi
. culties which will be solved by the exercise of good-will. The 
important fact to note, and one which is a happy augury for' 
the future, is that during the rust ten years of its existence the 
cohesion of the Organisatioa has never been imperilled, and 
that if it does not yet cover as large a part of the globe as could 
be wished, the reason can be found in many cases in legal or 
political difficulties which have formed an obstacle to the wishes 
of those concerned and the aspirations of the Organisation 
itself for complete universality. 



CHAPTER m 

STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANISATION 

P .... mantlll. 
As was pointed out some time ago by -Mr. 
Elihu Root, the famous American lawyer, 
speaking of inteJllJ.ationai peace, abstract 

good-will is not enough: there must be some organisation for 
carrying it into effect. In 1919 the desire for social justice existed 
with every Government. There is no saying what might have 
happened to this desire in the midst of the various crises which 
followed if no institution had been set up to put it into practice. 
The great waves of public enthusiasm recur but rardy, and the 
origin of many a social or political crisis can be traced to failure 
to carry out promises given in a moment of enthusiasm or 
emotion. The authors of Part XIII therefore set up an institution 
which would ful/il the pledge given to the workers in 1919. 
Before describing how this institution ful/illed its task, it will 
be well to analyse its structure and elements, for the results 
obtained by such an organisation often depend on the quality 
of its constitution. The structure of the International Labour 
Organisation has triumphantly stood the test of ten years. 

The first characteristic of the new institution is its permanence. 
The first Article of Part XIII states: "A ptf'manent organisation 
is hereby established for the promotion of the objects set forth 
in the Preamble." In putting the fact of its permanence in the 
foreground the authors of the Treaties wished to bring out at 
once the diHerence between this Organisation and the pre-Wat -
experiments. The Berne Conferences had only established tem
porary contact between the Governments which took part. 
Once the Conference had dissolved there was no official body to 
follow out the decisions taken or prepare for the next meeting. 
Everything depended on the initiative and tenacity of the Inter
national Association for the Labour Legislation. Before each 
Conference could be convened there were interminable discus
sions between Government departments, and these discussions 
continued to work in. another form after the Conference lt8:d 
concluded its work. • 
1.L. O. 
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These difficulties have now been removed. A permanent 
organisation has been set up, consisting, as is stated in Article 
388, of (1) a General Conference of representatives of the 
Members, and (z) an International Labour Office controlled by 
a Governing Body. 

RegrJarityoJ 
S.U;DIIS tmt1 
Bff·";", 

PIIFtiripatiDfl 
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The Conference shares in the permanent 
character of the institution as a whole. It has 
nothing except the name in common with 
the Berne Conferences, which were held at 
no fixed interval and were not continuous. 
Article 389 states that "the meetings of the 
General Conference shall be held from time 

to time as occasion may require and at least once in every year." 
These meetings, and consequently also the progress of the work, 
are thus not dependent on political contingencies or on the 
temporary good-will or ill-will of a State. 

During the w:st years of the Organisation it was sometimes 
thought that the authors of the Peace Treaty had perhaps gone 
too far in their endeavour to assure the continuity of the work. 
It was suggested that the range of activity of the Conference 
was not wide enough to justify annual sessions, and that too 
frequent meetings might prove a strain on the good-will of 
Governments, particularly in distant countries which had to 
send delegations to Geneva at great expense. 

Experience has shown that these apprehensions were un
founded. Not only have the annual Sessions been fully occupied, 
but they have even proved insufficient to deal with all the 
questions demanding attention. Twice during the first ten years 
the Conference has had to hold two Sessions in one year. In 
October 1930, when the Governing Body had to select a 
question to complete the agenda for the Sixteenth Session, it 
had before it a list of fifty subjects previously suggested by the 
Conference, by members of the Governing Body, by Govern
ments or by industrial organisations. There is therefore no fear 
of the agenda of the Conference being exhausted' at an early 
date. The new questions which are constantly hclng brought 
to light by the study of labour conditions and the new problems 
arising out of economic and social progress and out of the evo
lution of the problems already dealt with will easily keep it 
fully occupied. 

Nor has there 'been any sign of waning interest on the part 
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of States up to the present time. The contrary is indeed the case. 
Forty States were represented at the Washington Conference in 
1919; at the last Session held in Geneva in 1930 there were p. 
This is the record figure to date. Moreover, since the origin of 
the Organisation the number of States taking part in the 
Conference has never fallen below 39, except at the Maritime 
Sessions, which are of interest only to a limited number of 
countries. 

It is reassuring to lind that the interest in the work of the 
Organisation, far from deelining, has increased steadily during 
recent years: 39 delegations in 1926, 43 in 1927, 46 in 1928 and 
,0 in 1929. The· p States represented at the 1930 Session in
cluded 26 European States and 2, non-European, of which 
1, were States of Latin America, , from Asia, 1 from Africa 
and 4 from the British Dominions. One of these Dominions, 
New Zealand, was taking part in a Session of :the Conference 
for the first time, thus testifying to the growing prestige of the 
Organisation throughout the world and to the fact that it is 
in the long run impossible for a country, even when situated 
in the Antipodes, to hold aloof from the work of the Conference. 

Of the " States Members of the Organisation only 4 were 
absent in 193o-Argentina, Norway, Salvador and Ethiopia. 
In the case of the first two, absence cannot be attributed to 
habitual indifference, but merely to certain misunderstandings 
or incidents, such as are inevitable within any large family, 
whether it be composed of States or of individuals. 

There have been strange vicissitudes in the relations between 
Argentina and the International Labour Organisation. At 
Washington in 1919 and at Genoa in 1920 that country sent 
complete delegations, whose active participation was frequently 
commented upon. A seat was granted it on the Governing 
Body, and everything seemed to point to fruitful collaboration. 
At the end of 1920, during the first Assembly of the League of 
Nations, the Argentine delegation received instructions from 
President Irigoyen to withdraw as a protest against the rejection 
of one of its proposals, but for a time it was thought that this 
would not affect the normal relations of the country with the 
Organisation. The Argentine Government delegate continued 
to attend the meetings of the Governing Body until July 19ZI 
and, although he has not appeared since that date, he has never 
officially resigned his position. For two years there was no 
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Argentine delegation at the Conference, but in 1923 a second 
change took place. When Mr. de Alvear was elected in place 
of Mr. Irigoyen as President of the Argentine Republic relation
ships were immediately re-established. Argentina still remained 
absent from the Assembly of the League, but sent delegations 
to every Session of the Conference from 192' to 1928. In 1928 
a special tribute was paid to the country by the election of 
Mr. Saavedra Lamas as President of the Eleventh Session. 
In the saine year, however, Mr. Irigoyen again became President 
of the Republic and his election led to a fresh breach between 
that country and the Organisation. It.is hoped that recent 
events may close that breach. It is at all events noteworthy that 
the Argentine Government delegate resumed his place at the 
qctober Session of the Governing Body, which was held 
immediately after the disturbances in Argentina. 

Norway has been absent from the; last .. two Sessions of the 
Conference, but it is' not expected that this situation will con
tinue. The reason is again one of internal politics. The Govern
ment was unable to send a delegation because the Storting 
refused the necessary credits for 1929""30. There is no reason 
to suppose that this will occur again, and in the meantime the 
Government showed its desire to collaborate by sending 
observers to the two Sessions of the Conference to which the 
decision of the Storting prevented it from sending official 
delegations. The Association of Norwegian Shipowners also sent 
an observer to the Thirteenth Session, who let slip no opportunity 
of explaining how the Storting's decision could jeopardise the 
international and maritime interests of Norway within the 
International Labour Organisation. 

The importance of the temporary absence of anyone country 
from the International Labour Conference should not be 
exaggerated. What would be serious for the Organisation would 
be indifference or waning interest reflected in general absenteeism. 
The Conference cannot hope to be immune from passing inci
dents.- but such incidents settle themselves in time when they 
run counter to some recognised need. That the International 
Labour Organisation meets such a need is amply shown by 
the fact that Sf States out of H took part in the last annual 
Ses ion of the Conference, while official observers were sent by 
2 non-Member States: Turkey and Mexico. Very few private 
associations can show such a high rate of attendance. When 
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such extensive participation is assured it may be said that the 
States which remain absent are thereby wronging themselves 
more than the Organisation, since they voluntarily renounce 
the influence which they might exert on intemationallife. 

Tbe Rlp,.,s.lflatiofl 
oj O«1l}otionai 

Infl,.,sls 

A further characteristic of the International 
Labour Conference, in addition to its per
manence and the obligation to hold regular 
Sessions, is its peculiar composition and more 
particularly the presence of representatives 

of the occupational interests of employers and workers in 
addition to Government representatives. In this it differs not 
only from pre-War conferences, but also from other international 
institutions set up in virtue of the Peace Treaties. 

To find an explanation of this innovation one must study 
the circumstances of the year 1919. The authors of Part xm 
wished to give the workers a pledge of their sincerity. Now, an 
organisation in which only Governments were represented 
would not have sufficed to inspire confidence. Notwithstanding 
the programme laid down in the Preamble, notwithstanding 
the general principles set forth inArticle4~7,it was to be feared 
that when the great wave of post-war idealism had passed and 
the Governments were once more at grips with their every
day difficulties, the longing for social justice might disappear 
into the background and an International Labour Conference 
at which only the voice of Governments was heard might 
fall asleep. If the Organisation was to be kept alive its 
assemblies had to be democratic and represent the parties 
concerned, thus enabling them to influence Governments or 
remind them of the lofty aims which they had undertaken to 
pursue. Moreover, such a system of representation was one of. 
the most urgent demands of the labour movement. As early 
as September 1914 the American Federation of Labour had 
expressed the hope that the representatives of the organised 
workers of every nation would meet before the general Peace 
Conference so as to make known their proposals for the estab
lishment of a lasting peace. This resolution proved the starting
point for a number of conferences of workers, both during and 
after the War, at which the workers' general claims were for
mulated. The last of these conferences, held at Berne in February 
19 I 9, formally demanded that an International Labour Office 
should be set up in the form of a real inter-occupational and 
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international labour parliament, with direct representation of 
the workers' trade union organisations of every country. 

Two rival systems of representation claimed the attention 
of the Commission on International Labour Legislation of the 
Peace Conference.· Certain members, obsessed by the principle 
of equality, wished each State to be represented at the Con
ference by one Government delegate, one employers' delegate 
and one workers' delegate. Others considered that the Govern
ment should have the preponderance and that its delegates 
should carry as much weight as the employers' and workers' 
delegates together. This second solution was £nally adopted 
and is prescribed in Article 389, which states that the Conference 
"shall be composed of 4 Representatives of each of the Members, 
of whom z shall be Government delegates and the z others 
shall be delegates representing respectively the employers and 
the workpeople of each of the Members!'.In order to ensure 
that the employers' and workers' delegates should not be 
appointed arbitrarily, but should actually be the authorised 
representatives of these industrial groups, Article 389 further 
provides that "the Members undertake to nominate non
Government delegates and advisers chosen in agreement with 
the industrial organisations, if such organisations exist, which 
are most representative of employers or workpeople, as the 
case may be, in their respective countries." 

Article 390 adds that "every delegate shall be entitled to 
vote individually on all matters which are taken into considera
tion by the Conference." 

As a consequence of these provisions, the' aspect of the 
International Labour Conference is entirely diJferent from that 
of any other official international assembly. Although the seats 
at the Conference are arranged by countries, so that the employers' 
and workers' delegates of any country sit side by side with their 
Government delegate.; the voting is not by countries. The 
employers' representative and the workers' representative have 
complete freedom to vote in opposition to their Government 
representatives, and their votes are generally determined by 
the occupational interests of the category which they represent. 

The arrangement described above has led 
Till GroIiP SY1111/1 to the constitution of groups. Even at the 

Washington Conference the solidarity of their 
occupational interests led the employers' delegates and the 



workers' delegates to hold separate meetings for discussing 
the questions on the agenda from the point of view of their 
respective interests and endeavouring if possible to arrive at 
an agreement among themselves which would enable them to 
influence more effectively the result of the voting. The Govern
ment delegates followed this example, so that to-day the "group," 
although not provided for in Part XIII, has become part of 
the normal mechanism of the Conference. It is sanctioned by 
the Standing Orders, which give the groups important prc
rogatives in the constitution of the committees of the Con
ference, thus accentuating the resemblance which is sometimes 
found between the Conference and a Parliament. Instead of an 
assemblage of national representatives such as is found in most 
international assemblies, we have under the group system. an 
assemblage of Government representatives, employers' repre
sentatives and workers' representatives, corresponding in some 
sort to parties in the parliamentary sense of the term. It is for 
this reason that a delegate of the employers or of the workers 
often seems to be not so much the spokesman of the workers 
or employers of his own country, as the representative of the 
workers or employers as a whole. 

The group system has not always escaped criticism. At t4e 
1928 Session Mgr. Nolens, Netherlands Government delegate, 
attacked what he called group discipline. He showed that the 
result of the voting on a Convention might be distorted if for 
reasons of discipline the minority in a group agreed to vote 
with the majority, or if the whole group decided to abstain 
because no agreement could be arrived at. The fear has also been 
expressed that the secret meetings and the slogans of groups 
tend to accentuate mutual distrust and suggest that the important 
thing for each group is to maintain its unity in attack or defence . 
rather than seek reasonable and acceptable terms of peace. It 
has.further been argued that the autonomy~ranted to the groups, 
especially for the appointment of members of committees, 
gives the majority in these groups the power to exelude the 
representatives of cettain minority views from the work of 
the committees. 

It must, however, be observed that these criticisms have never 
led to a suggestion that the groups should be abolished. It is 
not their existence but their policy which is attacked. The 
groups sprang up at Washington so spontaneously, so inc-
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sistibly and as such an obviolls result of the representation of 
occupational interests at the Conference, that there could be no 
question of abolishing them. Even if they were deleted from the 
Standing Orders of the Conference, they would continue to 
exist unofficially, and the alleged dangers would merely be 
aggravated. The way to overcome these dangers is "not to attack 
the groups but to seek a remedy for the unfortunate conse
quences of some of their practices. In 1918 Mgr. Nolens expressed 
the hope that the workers' and employers' groups "would 

"consult together instead of taking up hard-and-fast attitudes 
in advance." Until such time as "the joint meetings of the em
ployers' and workers' groups" to which Mgr. Nolens looked 
forward take place, the Conference has taken steps to protect 
the minority of the group against the power of the majority 
to exclude it from committee work. It has authorised any 
delegate, even when not appointed by his group, to take part 
in the work of a committee without the right to vote. 

Th, QIIIJnon 
of Incoll1pl,tl 
D,kganons 

The composition of the delegations to the 
Conference, as defined in Article 389, has in 
practice raised two rather important pro
blems: that of incomplete delegations and 
that of selecting the "most representative" 

industrial organisations. 
The £rst point arose at the Washington Conference, and has 

constantly forced itself on the attention of the Organisation 
ever since. The authors of the Peace Treaty, when they decided 
that there should be one employers' and one workers' delegate 
in addition to two Government delegates, assuredly intended 
that the participation of those directly concerned in the work 
of the Conference should be one of the essential characteristics 
of the Organisation. If the workers had had any suspicion in 1919 
that this provision would remain a dead letter, they would 
certainly never have placed confidence in the new institution. 
They would rather have turned their backs on it, and sought 
other means of obtaining satisfaction for their demands. It will, 
therefore, readily be understood that a strong feeling arose at 
Washington when it was found that sixteen States out of forty had 
sent incomplete delegations. There was, naturally, a protest by the 
workers' delegates, who considered that the position of the 
workers in the Conference was damaged by the absence of 
incomplete delegations. The Standing Orders Committee of the 
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Conference, which dealt with thetprotest, expressed the opinion 
that Article 389 required Governments to appoint four delegates, 
and that, strictly speaking, they were not entitled to send 
Government delegates only, "if," as Article 389 says, "workers' 
and employers' organisations exist in their respective countries." 

This finding of the Committee illustrates the difficulty which 
the Conference must encounter in satisfying itself that the 
obligations of Article 3119 have been respected. Incomplete 
delegations tend, beyond all doubt, to change the aspect of the 
Conference and to disturb the balance at which the Treaties 
aimed. But if countries in which employers' or workers' organ
isations are still-in an embryonic state appointed delegates of 
little or no qualification to represent the employers and workers, 
this balance would be purely artificial, and the satisfaction given 
to the workers would be illusory, for these delegates might 
in fact be merely disguised Government delegates •. On the 
other hand, if States which found difficulty in appointing workers' 
and employers' delegates simply abstained from taking part in 
the work of the Conference, the interests of the Organisation 
would suffer as the result of a rigid enforcement of its own rules. 

For this reason the Conference, while maintaining the rules 
in theory, has in practice had to exercise tolerance. It has had to 
recognise that it possessed no legal or other means of com
pelling States to appoint non-Government delegates, and it has 
hesitated to suggest such means. It has, in fact, _decided merely 
to exert a moral pressure by inviting those Members who pave 
not sent complete delegations to state their reasons to the Inter
national Labour Office when communicating the credentials 
of the delegates, and leaving it to the Credentials Committee 
of the Conference to ask for supplementary information from 
the delegates of the States in question. 

This procedure, which was first adopted by the Washington 
Conference, has been in regular use since 19~3. It has had the 
threefold advantage of constantly reminding the States con
cerned of their obligations under Article 389, of dissipating 
many understandings by enabling States to explain their genuine 
difficulties, and sometimes of bringing to light a means of 
overcoming these difficulties. It is doubtless due as much to 
the successful application of this method as to the progress of 
industrial organisation throughout the world that the number 
of complete delegations at the Conference has risen in recent 
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years. In 1919, only 24 out of a total of 40 delegations were 
complete; after filling to 20 out of 39 in 1922, the number rose 
to 29 out of 46 in 1921, and to 31 out of 51 at the 1930 Session. 
The number of States sending complete delegations to the 
Conference has thus increased more rapidly since 1922 than 
the total number of States represented; and this should help 
to reassure those who feared at the beginning that a dispro
portion between the number of Government delegates and that 
of non-Government delegates might distort the machinery and 
vitiate the general spirit of the International Labour Conference. 

OrglllliJaliollJ 

The question of selecting the most repre
sentative industrial organisations has troubled 
the Conference at every Session even more than 
the problem of incomplete delegations. 

According to Article 389, paragraph 3, of the 
Treaty, "The Members undertake to nominate 

non-Government delegates and advisers chosen in agreement 
with the industrial organisations, if such organisations exist, 
which are most representative of employers or workpeople, as 
the case may be, in their respective countries." The same Article 
gives the Conference the right to see whether States have faith
fully observed this provision. Paragraph 7 states that: "The 
credentials of delegates and their advisers shill be subject to 
scrutiny by the Conference, which may, by two-thirds of the 
votes cast by the delegates present, refuse to admit any delegate 
or adviser whom it deems not to have been nominated in 
accordance with this Article." If the Conference refuses to 
admit a non-Government delegate, the position is .the same as 
if that delegate has not been appointed by the State in question, 
and the other non-Government delegate is not entitled to vote. 

So much for the regulation, in virtue of which the validity of 
credentials has many a time been disputed. It was even found 
necessary in 19u to ask for an interpretation from the Per
manent Court of International Justice. The point at issue was 
whether paragraph 3 of Article 389 meant that the employers' 
or workers' delegate ought to be appointed by the Government 
in agreement with the only organisation which could be con
sidered as the most representative of the employers or work
people of the country, or whether the plural employed in the 
text for the word "organisations" meant that in countries where 
there wefc several industrial organisations the Government was at 
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liberty to appoint the employers' or workers' ddegate in agree
ment with a group of organisations, none of which might be the 
most representative in itsdf, but which as a whole were the most 
representative of the employers or workpeople of the country. 

In the case under discussion the Government of the Nether
lands had appointed as workers' ddegate Mr. Serrarens, Secretary 
of the Federation of Catholic Trade Unions, in agreement with 
four out of the, five most important workers' organisations in 
the Netherlands. These four organisations had together zSo,ooo 
members. The fifth organisation, the Federation of Independent 
Trade Unions, which had ~18,ooo members, and was therefore 
the most important single organisation of the five, claimed that 
the workers' ddegate should be chosen in agreement with it 
alone, and protested against a nomination which it deemed 
contrary to the terms of Article 389. The Conference, after the 
qUestion had been considered by its Credentials Committee, 
accepted the credentials of the Dutch ddegate. At the same time 
it thought the question of interpretation involved so important 
that it asked the Governing Body to obtain the opinion of the 
Court upon the point. This opinion was given on July 31St, 19u, 
and supported the view of the Netherlands Government. The 
Court hdd that the object of each Government must certainly 
be to obtain agreement between all the most representative 
organisations of employers or of workers. If that could not be 
done, it was the duty of the Government to do its best to obtain 
such an agreement as seemed most calculated in the circum
stances to ensure the adequate representation of the employers 
or workers of the country, subject always to the right of the 
Conference to decide whether the result was in conformity with 
Article 389. 

In succeeding years this opinion served to guide Govern- ' 
ments in making the appointments under Article 389, and the 
Conference in eXJ!minjng credentials. But in spite of that, the 
credentials of several non-Government ddegates or advisers 
have been objected to at each Session. The recurrent discussion 
on the credentials of the Italian workers' delegate is a familiar 
feature of the Conference. The workers' group, bdieving that 
freedom of association does not exist in Italy and that conse
quently there can be no organisation which 'really represents 
the working classes, has regularly-although unsuccessfully
protested at every Session against accepting the credentials 
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of this delegate. The political interest of this discussion is apt 
to overshadow the innumerable and important questions of 
law and fact, often of a very delicate nature, which have to be 
dealt with each year by the Credentials Committee. The task 
of determining which are the most representative organisations, 
even in the wide sense accepted by the Permanent Court of 
International Justice, involves many difficulties. Is a Govern
ment which considers that the workers' organisations in its 
country are not sufficiently developed to be really representative 
entitled, as the Japanese Government used to do, to consult 
the workers directly? What should it do when the country 
has no organisation of workers only, but merely mixed organisa
tions? Or supposing that there exists side by side with the 
central organisation a special industrial organisation not 
affiliated to the central body and having a larger membership? 

. Or supposing a special organisation appears.to be more repre
sentative of the particular class of workers or employers affected 
by the business of any given Session? Or supposing that there 
is no central organisation, but instead a number of trade unions 
of varying shades of opinion, with no regular relationships 
between each other? Such examples might be multiplied. These 
are sufficient, however, to show the complexity of the questions 
which may be raised by objections to credentials. The Con
ference has never yet refused to accept credentials. It has some
times concluded that the conditions of Article 389 had not been 
complied with, but it was always of the opinion that the Govern
ment in question had acted with sufficient good faith for its 
choice to be accepted, and it confined itself to making recom
mendations as to the procedure to be followed in future in order 
to avoid fresh disputes. Thus the Credentials Committee has 
gradually developed an unwritten law which enables it to settle 
more surely than in the early days the difficult problems sub
mitted to it, and which also guides Governments in appointing 
their workers' and employers' delegates. 

TbI Composition 
oftbl 

GMllNIing Body 

The composition of the Governing Body 
presents a certain analogy to that of the 
Conference. Governments, employers and 
workers are represented on it, in the same 
proportions as at the Conference but in 

smaller numbers-a Government representatives, 6 employers' 
representatives and 6 workers' representatives. 
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No serious difficulties have occurred in connection with the 
representation of industrial groups on the Governing Body, 
because the system is one of indirect representation, and the 
question of the most representative organisations does not 
arise. The employers' and workers' representatives on the 
Governing Body are elected by the employers' and workers' 
representatives respectively at the Conference. They are appointed 
by name, so that they act on the Governing Body not so much 
as spokesmen of the employers and workers in their own 
countries, but as delegates of the whole group of employers or 
workers represented at the Conference. 

The appointment of the Govemment members has proved a 
more delicate matter. Article 393 provides that: "Of the twelve 
persons representing the Governments, eight shall be nominated 
by the Members which are of the chief industrial importance 
and four shall be nominated by the Members selected for the 
purpose by the Government delegates to the Conference, 
excluding the delegates of the eight Members mentioned above." 

This provision ca11s for two remarks. In the first place, in 
contrast to the representation of employers and workers, the 
representation of Governments has remained on a purely national 
basis; it is the States, and not the Government delegates at the 
Conference, which appoint the persons to represent them on 
the Governing Body. Further, as in the Council of the League 
of Nations, an exception is made to the principle of equality 
of States. The authors of the Treaty of Peace believed that the 
Goveroing Body could not be really representative unless the 
twelve Government members included representatives of the 
eight countries of chief industrial importance. It is true that the 
Treaty does not mention which countries these shall be; it 
merely provides that any disputes on the subject shall be settled . 
by the Council of the League. As might be expected, such 
disputes have arisen. 

The Eighl Sialu 
.f Chief ltuiM.rtrial 

1l1lporltllllr 

The Washington Conference, when called 
upon to constitute the first Goveroing Body, 
met with great difficulties. Following a pre
liminary selection made by its organising 
committee on the basis of four objective 

criteria, it drew up a list of the eight chief industrial countries, 
comprising Belgium,. France, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, 
Japan, Switzerland and the United States. Denmark was to 
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take the place of the United States until that country rat.i£ed the 
Peace Treaty. 

Numerous protests were made against this list, but most of 
them were subsequently withdrawn. India, however, brought 
its claim before the Council of the League, which, after due 
consideration, recognised the justice of the demand, and granted 
India a seat in place of Switzerland. The enquiry made by the 
Council of the League at that time showed that, in the absence 
of the United States, the eighth permanent seat should be given 
to Canada. Thus, at the present day, the eight Powers recognised 
as being the most important from the industrial point of view 
are Belgium, Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, India, 
Italy and Japan. This list has not varied or been contested since 
it was £nally established. " 

TIJI D.llltmti.r tif 
NIJII-EMroptllll 

COll1ltrill 

The discussions to which the composition of 
"the Governing Bod! gave .ise at Washington 
brought to light a wider and more serious 
problem than the mere allocation of the eight 
permanent seats. Considerable discontent was 

shown by the non-European delegations over the small number 
of seats reserved for their countries. As the Governments, 
workers and employers voted separately, in conformity with the 
provisions of the Treaty, it was found that the Governing Body 
as a whole included 10 European members out of 14- regret
table fact in view of the need for universality in the Organisation. 
The non-European delegates did not conceal their feeling that 
it was difficult for them to place their confidence in a body so 
composed, and the Conference, at the last sitting of the Washing
ton Session, adopted by 44 votes to 39 a resolution expressing 
its disapproval of the composition of the Governing Body. 

As the members of the Governing Body hold office for three 
years, the next election was due to take place at the 1921 Session. 
In 1911 the Conference took the first step towards avoiding a 
recurrence of the incidents which had happened at Washington. 
It fouru!. on examination that it was impossible to give complete 
satisfaction to European and non-European countries without 
changing the constitution of the Governing Body. This question 
was therefore placed on the agenda of the 1921 Session, and it 
was then decided that the number of members of the Governing 
Body should be increased from 24 to 31, of whom 16 would be 
Government representatives (8 being appointed by the Powers 



of chief industrial importance), 8 employers' representatives, 
and 8 workers' representatives. Six Government representatives 
out of the 16, " employers' representatives and" workers' 
representatives were to belong to non-European States. 

This reform could be carried out only by 
TIw AAr""'-1 amending Article 393. A<:cording to Article ¥z 

10 Arm" 393 of the Treaty, however, any amendment to 
Part XIII adopted by a two-thirds majority 

in the Conference must, before coming into force, be ratified 
by the States whose representatives constitute the Council of 
the League, and by three-quarters of the Members. Neither of 
these conditions has so far been fulfilled as regards the amend
ment to Article 393 adopted by the Conference in 1912. Forty 
of the necessary forty-two ratifications have so far been obtained, 
but the ratification of certain States represented on the Council 
of the League-is still required. At one time the number of these 
States had been reduced to two, but it is now four, in conse
quence of changes in the composition of the Council. The 
States in question are Italy, Venezuela, Peru and Guatemala 
It is strange that three of these four States belong to the non
European countries for whose benefit the amendment was 
adopted. On the other hand, that is a reason for hoping that 
ratification will come in due course. In the meantime the re
elections of the Governing Body in 1912, 192.5 and 19z8 were 
carried out under the conditions laid down in the original 
Article 393. In order to avoid fresh protests from -non-European 
countries, the groups at the Conference have at each election 
adopted certain recommendations laid down by the Conference 
in 1911. The Government group has arranged that one of the 
four non-permanent seats at its disposal should go to a non
European country. Thus, as three of the eight permanent seats 
are occupied by non-European Governments, the total number 
of Government seats held by non-European countries is four 
out of twelve. The employers' and workers' groups also have 

, each granted at least one seat out of the six at their disposal to 
represcqtatives of these countries. 

The International Labour Office differs from 
TIw lItImItIIiOlltl/ the Conference and the Governing Body in 

L.bow Offi" that it is not of a representative nature. It is 
a pJUCly administrative department. Its 

Director is appointed by the Governing Body and chooses his 
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staff, within the limits of the resources granted to him, with a 
view to the greatest possible efficiency. It is true that the Director 
must select persons of different nationalities, so that the Office 
may glean information from all possible sources and assure 
the growth of that international spirit which is essential to its 
work; indeed, ~rticle 39l imposes this obligation in so far as 
it is compatible with efficiency. Every official thus appointed is 
responsible in the exercise of his duties to the Director alone. 
In the fullest sense of the term he is an "international official," 
and when he accepts his appointment he pledges himself, 
according to the Staff Regulations, "to discharge his functions 
and to regulate his conduct with the interests of the League 
alone in view." The regulations add: "He may not seek or receive 
instructions from any Government ot' other authority external 
to the International Labour Office." In 1 9ZI the Office staff 
consisted of z6z officials, belonging to 19 nations; to-day 
there are 399 officials, belonging to 31 nations. It will be 
seen that a real effort has been made to make the Office as 
international as possible. 

In order to preserve the necessary contact 
Comspont/ttlts with the administrative authorities and with 

the economic and social life of different 
countries, the Office has found it essential to set up a series of 
Correspondents' Offices, the constitution and work of which 
will be described in another part of this volume. 

However great the authority and competence 
Committ,,, of the experts and specialists on the staff of 

the Office, they obviously cannot fall out of 
touch with scientific, economic or social life, or they will find 
themselves left in a backwater. A number of committees have 
therefore been set up to keep the officials informed of the views 
and desires of those concerned and to assist them in certain 
particularly difficult scientific work. These committees bring a 
healthy fresh bree%e from without into· the research work of the 
Office and enable it to have wider and more varied relations 
with the industrial world than it could have through the 
members of the Governing Body. There are now twenty-two 
committees, . on the assistance of which the Office calls when 
necessity arises. Some are of a statutory nature, such as the 
Joint Maritime Commission, which has to be consulted on 
every muitime question submitted to the c.onference. Others 
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are permanent advisory bodies which can be consulted by the 
Office at will on any questions falling within their competence. 
Such are the Permanent Migration Committee, the Advisory 
Committees on Salaried Employees and Professional Workers 
and the Correspondence Committees on Industrial Hygiene and 
Accident Prevention. Still others are of a purely temporary 
nature and are set up merely to assist the Office in carrying out 
some given study or enquiry by collaborating with its services 
and supervising their work. The composition and size of these 
committees vary as much as their' functions. Some of them 
consist of ouly three members representing the three groups 
on the Governing Body. More often experts are added, the 
number of whom 'Varies according to the nature of the questions 
under discussion. These experts are selected on varying grounds; 
some are specialists chosen on account of their scientific ability; 
others are appointed as direct representatives of certain interestS 
or because they are qualified to express the point of view of a 
special class of workers or branch of industry. There is no need 
to give here a complete survey of the committees, since their 
activities will be described in the chapters dealing with the 
work of the Organisation. 

No description of the International Labour 
&latiOIU with 'IR Organisation would be complete which failed 
Letlgt14 of NtltiolU to give some indication of its relationships 

with the League of Nations .. We have seen 
already the motives which led the authors of the Peace Treaties to 
give the Organisation a special place within the League of Nations. 
Probably the workers' confidence would have been shaken if 
the actions and decisions of the Organisation, taken with the 
support of their representatives, had to be submitted for approval 
to an Assembly consisting only of Government representatives .. 
Moreover, the social problem in 1919 demanded urgent solutions, 
which could not wait until the League of Nations itself had 
been finally established. 

At the same time the authors of the Treaty wished to link 
the two institutions together for the sake of organic unity and 
for the purpose of emphasising their common aims. The Treaty 
prescribes that the Office shall form part of the organisation of 
the League of Nations; that it shall be established at the seat 
of the League (Article 39Z); that the meetings of the Con
ference shall. as a general rule. be held at the seat of the League 
I. L. o. E 
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(Article 391); that the Secretary-General shall pay the expenses 
of the Organisation to the Director (Article 399); that the 
Director shall be entided to the assistance of the Secretary
General in any matter in which it can be given (Article 398); 
finally, that the Secretary-General shall register the ratification 
of Draft Conventions and the adoption of Recommendations 
voted by the Conference in the same way as he registers all 
other international Conventions. The situation has been well 
summed up in the statement that, in general, the Secretariat 
acts for the Office as O!ancellery and Finance Ministry. 

On the basis of the above provisions, which are sometimes sa 
litde vague, the two institutions have built up their system of 
everyday collaboration. This collaboration is founded in essence 
on a division of labour. There are numerous questions in the 
economic sphere, in the field of hygiene, in humanitarian and 
social matters, in connection with transit and communications, 
mandates, etc., which are of interest to both institutions, though 
from different points of view. In the course of time it was 
necessary gradually to draw the line of demarcation between 
the respective competences of the institutions. The Office has 
made it a rule to refer to the Secretariat all questions which do 
not fall within its field of activity. Specialists from the Office 
have been invited to submit reports on the social aspects of 
certain questions on the agenda of the Committees of the League 
of Nations. In many cases they have been asked to attend the 
meetings of these Committees. A representative of the Office 
attends as a member the meetings of the Mandates Commission 
and another the meetings of the Child Welfare Committee. 
The Office is constandy represented in an advisory capacity on 
the Committee on Intellectual CcH>pera#on, on the Health 
Committee and, when the agenda affects the Office, on the 
Economic Committee. For certain questions which are of equal 
interest to the Office and to some other organisations of the 
League, mixed committees have been set up, half the members 
being appointed by each institution; CDJDples are: the Mixed 
Commission on Economic Crises, the Joint Committee on 
Hygiene and Health Insurance and the Mixed Committee on 
Inlaod Navigation. When the World Economic Conference 
was convened in Geneva in 192.7 the Office was asked to help 
in preparing for the meeting by drafting sa number of reports. 

The most delicate point in the relations between the Inter-
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national Labour Organisation and the League of Nations would 
appear to be the financial link. The Organisation, jealous of its 
independence, must obviously be in a position to settle its own 
programme of work. Article 399 fully respects thls principle 
when it says that !he expenses of the Organisation "shall be paid" 
to the Director by the Secretary-General. The Secretary-Genetal, 
however, cannot pay these expenses without asking the Assembly 
for the necessary votes and submitting to it the budget of the 
Organisation as prepared by the Governing Body after careful 
examination by its Finance Committee. Thus,Jt is the Assembly 
which finally passes the budget of the Organisation. Normally, 
the power of adapting a budget implies a scrutiny of the votes 
demanded and the power to discuss them, reduce them or even 
refuse them. If, however, such a power were used too fredy. in 
the present case it would infringe the autonomy of the Organisa
tion. There is, therefore, a possibility of conflict between the 
prerogatives of the Assembly, which is the supreme financial 
authority, and those of the Organisation, which is an independent 
institution. 

In practice, no such conflict has arisen. A modM.r lIivllllii has 
been arrived at, according to which the Assembly accepts in 
practice the supervision of the budget by the Governing Body. 
When changes or reductions have been asked for, they have 
never affected the international work of the Organisation as 
laid down by resolutions of the Conference or decisions of the 
Governing Body. At times, it is true, some slight inclination 
for stricter supervision has been shown by the Fourth Com
mittee of the Assembly. On each occasion the difficulty has been 
met by arrangements designed to safeguard the prerogatives 
of both institutions. So long as the danger of a conflict of 
competence does not become more acute (and there has been . 
no fresh sign of such a conflict during the last two years), it 
seems probable that both parties will prefer not to seek any 
formal or rigid solution for a problem which essentially calls 
for tact and discretion. 



CHAPTER IV 

FUNCTIONS ANi> METHODS 

THE functions of the International Labour Organisation can 
be summed up in two words: legislation and information. The 
chief means proposed by the authors of Part XIII for carrying 
out the programme laid down in the Preamble was the drafting 
and application in every country of a system of international 
labour legislation. The special function assigned to the. Inter
national Labour Office was to collect and distribute information 

-concerning working conditions throughout the world. 

I. lNTERNATIONAL LABOUR LEGISLATION 

When we speak of international labour legis
TIN Pr .. i.riolls lation we are using an expression which is 
of Ih. Trtaty useful but which requires explanation. The 

International Labour Conference can give its 
decisions the form of Draft Conventions or of Recommen
dations. In the first case its decisions can be formally ratified, 
and this implies that the States which ratify have accepted 
certain commitments; in the second case there is no ratification 
and States are merdy asked to carry out the Recommendations. 
In neither case have the decisions of the Conference a really 
legislative character. They do not become binding on the States 
Members by the mere fact of their adoption by the Conference. 
It may be recalled that when the Peace Treaty was being drafted 
the suggestion was made that the Conference should be given 
more extensive powers. The French and Italian ddegations in 
particular supported the workers' demands that the International 
Labour Conference should be a legislative assembly in the full 
sense of the term, adopting laws which would be obligatory 
upon all the States Members of the Organisation. The British 
proposal, which was taken as a basis for discussion, did not 
go so far, but proposed that each Member should undertake 
to communicate within one year of the close of the Conference 
its formal- 'ratification of the Conventions adopted, unless its 
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• 
legislative authorities were de.finitdy 'opposed to such, a 
course. . 

ne Treaty did not even go so far as the British proposal. It 
did not make the decisions of the Conference in any way 
compulsory, nor did it force any State to ratify them. Never
theless, the special provisions concerning the drafting and 
application of these decisions constitute an important. step 
forward as compared with the rules applying to the former 
diplomatic conferences or to other international assemblies. 

In the first place, the idea of unanimity which appeared to be 
a natural corollary of the sovereign rights of States has been 
definitely set aside. The agenda of the Conference is drawn up 
by the Governing Body after it has considered proposals put 
forward by Governments or by important industrial organisa
tions. If any State Member wishes to object to one or more 
questions being retained on the agenda it is entitled to do so, 
but its opposition does not necessarily invalidate the item or 
items concerned, for the Conference can decide by a two-thirds 
majority to keep the question or questions on the agenda. 
Similarly, when the final vote is being taken on Draft Conven
tions or Recommendations proposed to the Conference, a hostile 
vote by one State cannot force a negative decision, because in 
this case also the two-thirds majority has been substituted for 
the rule of nnanjmity. 

The full force of these provisions will be seen when they are 
taken in conjunction with those governing the composition of 
the Conference and the voting of delegates. It must be remem
bered, for instance, that half the Conference normally consists 
of employers' and workers' delegates voting individually, so that 
it is possible, if not probable, that in an extreme case a Draft 
Convention. or Recommendation might be adopted even when . 
the majority of the Government delegates voted against it. 

The legal effects of the decisions of the Conference are the 
same whether a Government votes for or against these decisions. 
Although States are not compelled to apply the provisions thus 
adopted, they are at the same time not permitted to ignore them 
entirely. In the old diplomatic conferences, Governments were 
only morally bound through their plenipotentiaries. They were 
not even obliged to submit to their Parliaments Bills for autho
rising the ratification of Conventions signed by their representa
tives. Under Part xm of the TfCl!.ty, the situation is changed. 
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No matter howft$ delegates vote at the Conference, a Government 
is bound to subinit the Draft Conventions and Recommendations 
to the competent authorities-in the majority of cases, Parlia
ment-for approval, so that they may be transformed into laws 
or that other measures may be taken. Governments are allowed 
one year, or in exceptional circumstances eighteen months, 
within which to fulfil this obligation. Thus, in the extreme case 
mentioned above, if a Draft Convention were adopted by the 
Conference in spite of the fact that the majority of Govern
ment delegates voted against it. the Government of every State 
Member of the Organisation, irrespective. of its vote, would 
be bound to submit the Draft Convention to its Parliament 
within the prescribed time, and so give public opinion an oppor
tunity of making itself heard. This obligation, moreover, binds 
not only the States represented at the Conference or those which 
took part in drafting the Convention, but all the States Members. 
even if they did not send a delegation. 

If the competent national authority decides not to take action 
on a Recommendation or to accept a Draft Convention, the 
State has no further obligation. If the national authority does 
approve, the next step differs according to whether the decision 
conCerned is a Recommendation or a Draft Convention. In the 
case of a Recommendation the State Member informs the Secre
tary-General of the League of Nations of the measures which 
have been taken, and its liabilities are thereby fulIilled. In the 
case of a Draft Convf:1ltion, on the other hand, the State notifies 
the Secretary-General of its formal ratification and takes the neces
sary action to put the provisions of the Convention into eJfect. 

AI; soon as a Convention is ratified it ceases to be a mere pro
posal and becomes a piece of international labour legislation. 
But legislation entails the supervision of its enforcement. Even 
at the Berne Conference in I90S, when the mst two international 
labour Conventions were adopted, this fact was recognised; but 
it was found impossible at that time to agree to the institution of 
an intCJ:national supervisory commission, even although its 
functions were to be purely consultative. 

The authors of the Peace Treaty took up a much bolder atti
tude. Under Article 408 each of the Members agrees to make an 
annual report to the International Labour Office on the measures 
which it has taken to give effect to the provisions of Conventions 
to which it is a party. These reports have to be made in such 
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form end contain such particulars as the Governing Body may 
request. The pirector submits a summary of the reports to the 
next meeting of the Conference. 

Thus a system.has been set up for providing information and 
enabling supervision to be carried out. The Conference, and 
consequendy also public opinion, can satisfy itself whether the 
States which have ratified a Convention actually apply it and in 
what manner they do so. In addition, there is a complete system 
of procedure for complaints, enquiries and sanctions, which 
occupies no fewer than ten Articles of Part XIII. There is no 
need to enter into details here, since the system has not had to be 
applied during these ten years.' Suffice it to say that the system 
is clearly inspired by a desire to delay the application of sanctions 
as long as possible, so as to allow the State implicated to justify 
itself at every stage of the procedure or to fulfil its obligations 
under the Convention. The sanctions provided, moreover, are of
a purely economic nature, and the power of imposing them rests 
with the Permanent Court of International Justice. 

The industriaJ associations of workers and employers share in 
supervising the application of the Conventions, as in their draft
ing. If any such organisation considers that a State has not taken 
sufficient steps to ensure the application of a Convention to 
which it is a party, it is entitled to make representations to the 
International Labour Office. The Governing Body may com
municate these representations to the Government in question 
and invite it to give an explanation. If no reply is obtained 
from the Government within a reasonable period of time or 
if the reply does not satisfy the Governing Body, the latter 

'It i. true that in '9'4 the Ja_ Seamen'. Unioo, cousiderlng that the method 
in which the Ja_ Govemment .... applying the Convention conccmlng 
Ucilities for finding employment for seamen did not comspond to the conditions . 
laid down in that Conventioo, made fonnal rep,....,tations to the OfIice under 
Article 409. Their complaint was submitted to the Governing Body, which ... mined 
it at iIs Twenty-fourth Session, in October '9'4. According to the terms of Article 
409 the Governing Body bad to decide whether this ",p,....,tationshould be com
munica...t to the Ja_ Govemment with a requ<st that the Govemment should 
make Inch .ta ......... on the subject as it thought 6t. That would have been the 
limt stage in the ptoced"", for enquiry laid down in the Treaty. The e:<pIanation. 
supplied at that meeting by the "'p ...... tative of the Ja_ Government k<I the 
Govetoing Body to decide that in the case under considcmtion the obligotions 
entailed by the Convention bad been fuIIiJIcd by the Japanese Government and that 
c:oasequentiy there .... DO necessity to institute th. proceedings provided for in 
Article 409. 
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has the right to publisq the complaint received a4~ .. the 
reply of the Government, if any. & a result, all the States 
Members would be given the opportunity, if they thought fit, 
to make a formal complaint, and so to open the procedure 
for enquiry and sanctions. 

Such in brief are the provisions of the Treaty 
Th, WorA: Dj the regulating the legislative actioa of the Organi-

Conj".",,, sation. A considerable amount of work has 
already been accomplished in virtue of these 

provisions. From 1919 to 1930 the Conference has adopted 
thirty Conventions and thirty-nine Recommendations. The 
rhythm of this progress has not been the same at every stage. 
Three separate periods can be distinguished. 

At the beginning, when the Organisation was confronted 
with the programme outlined in the Peace Treaty and was still 
under the direct influence of the aspirations from which it had 
taken its birth, it had a tendency, if one may use the phrase, to 
"bite off more than it could chew." The Peace Treaty itself had 
drawn up the agenda of the First Session, and that agenda in
cluded all the chief elements of a labour code: hours of work, 
the employment of women and children during the night and on 
unhealthy work, the mininxum age for the admission of children 
to employment, the employment of women. before and after 
childbirth and questions concerning the prevention of unem
ployment and means of dealing with its consequences. These 
problems were studied at Washington from the point of view of 
industry only. The Second and Third Sessions of the Conference 
were to consider successively the application of the principles 
adopted at Washington to maritime and agricultural work. The 
Third Session even added certain new questions, including the 
application of the weekly rest in industrial undertakings. 

During its first thtee Sessions the Conference adopted sixteen 
Conventions and eighteen Recommendations, or more than half 
the number adopted up to the present. Experience showed that 
such a pace could not easily be reconciled with the slowness of 
parliamentary procedure in the different countries. It was thus 
found necessary to moderate the creative activity of the Con
ference, so that ratifications should not linger too far behind the 
drafting of Conventions. At one time a reduction in the number 
of Sessions was contemplated, and it was even suggested that 
the Conference should be convened only once in every two 
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y~'but this would have necessitated an amendment of Article 
,89, paragraph t, of the Treaty, and would have met with active 
opposition from the workers; the idea was therefore dropped. 
As an alternative, the Governing Body endeavoured in 19U and 
the ensuing years to keep the agenda of the Conference within 
narrow limits, so as to allow Parliaments time to give effect to 
the decisions so far adopted. At each of the Sessions held from 
1912 to 1924, only a single Recommendation was adopted. In 
1925 the output again became more intensive; in that year the 
Conference adopted four Draft Conventions and four Recom
mendations, dealing mainly with questions rdating to work
men's compens~tion for accidents and occupational diseases. 
Generally speaking, the tendency since 1925 has been to proceed 
more slowly than during the first three years and to restrict the 
output of the Conference to one or two Draft Conventions, 
accompanied by two or three Recommendations. 

Thl Distt<S.riOll 
Pro",/",. 

This decline in the rate of progress is not 
merely the result of a deliberate limitation of 
the agenda; it is also a necessary consequence 
of a more thorough procedure for discussion 

which was adopted in 1924. During the respite of 19U and 192" 
the Conference was able to give some attention to its methods. 
It found, in the light of experience, that in many cases provisions 
of minor importance contained in Conventions could prevent 
their ratification. A number of suggestions were made for getting 
over this difficulty. In 19U the Conference considered the insti
tution of a procedure for amending Conventions when it was 
found that their ratification by certain States was conditional on 
such amendment. In view of the serious constitutional difficulties 
involved, the proposed procedure was not adopted. The Con
ference preferred another system, which was tested in 1924. This· 
was known as "the second-reading procedure" and consisted in 
submitting Draft Conventions to two successive Sessions of the 
Conference. The vote given at the first Session was regarded as 
being merely provisional, and intended to give the ddegates and 
Governments time to consider at their leisure the provisions of 
the Draft Convention. Each Government was entitled to submit 
amendments before the final vote, which would be taken at the 
Conference in the following year. 

This procedure, which was applied for the first time in 1925, 
did not prove as advantageous as had been hoped. It certainly 
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helped to slacken the speed at which the Conference worked, by 
spreading the discussion of each question over a period of two 
years. But, io practice, it had certain serious drawbacks. While it 
had been hoped that the ioterval of a year would enable the 
holders of opposiog theories to arrive at an agreement, and pro
duce a formula which would make ratification possible for a 
greater number of States, events showed that the CXlICt opposite 
was the case. The ioterveniog period was, io fact, used by all 
parties as an opportunity to defend and justify their attitude at 
the Conference io the eyes of public opinion. When delegates 
met a year later, they were more closely tied than before to the 
views which they had supported. These views were sometimes 
embodied io proposed amendments to the texts adopted at the 
first reading. Instead of suggesting amendments on poiots of 
detail. as had been the origioal iotention of the authors of the 
system, they proposed to alter the Drafts adopted at the pre
ceding Session io some of their essential points. The Conference 
consequently found it necessary io 19z j to go back on the step 
taken io 19z4 and to discuss afresh the problems which it had 
considered io the previous year. 

As a result, the "second-reading procedure" was abandoned; 
it was replaced io 19z6 by a new system known as "the double
discussion procedure." The idea of spreading the consideration 
of a question over two years was retaioed; but under the new 
system each of these stages was of a distinct character. The first 
stage consisted of a general discussion which more or less cleared 
the ground; at the close, the Conference would decide by a two. 
thirds majority whether the question should be placed on the 
agenda of the followiog Session, and if so on what poiots deci
sions should be taken by the Conference. The second discussion 
would take place at the next Session, and it would only be then 
that the text of a Convention or Recommendation might be 
adopted. In short, at the first Session the Conference' would 
discuss a problem on a general basis, and at the second it would 
discuss the draft of a Convention on the subject. 

This double-discussion procedure, first tried io 19z7 and 19z8, 
has sioce been maiotaioed with certaio mioor changes. It is still 
too early to say to what extent it has helped ratification; but io 
any case it has not met with the same objections as the second~ 
reading procedure. It does not leave a formal draft lyiog open to 
prolonged . .criticism for a year. By keepiog the first discussion 
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entirely genetaI. it prevents the adoption in advance of stubborn 
and uncompromising attitudes which would preclude any agree
ment and probably render the second discussion fruitless. 

While the Conference was thus trying to im
Prepuatory Shltfy prove its methods of discussion, the Office was 

asked to develop the preparatory study of the 
subjects discussed. According to Article 396 of the Treaty, the 
Office has to study all questions which are to be submitted to the 
Conference for decision and also to prepare the agenda for its 
Sessions. 

The Office at first followed the method adopted by the Organ
ising Committee of the Washington Conference. It sent to 
Governmen~ a questionnaire dealing with the points which 
seemed suitable for treatment in the proposed Convention- or 
Recommendation; it then prepared a report analysing the replies 
received from the Governments and embodying a proposed 
Convention or Recommendation based on these replies, the 
report being designed to provide the Conference with a basis for 
discussion. These reports have come to be generally known as 
the "Blue Reports" on account of the colour of the cover. 

By 19Z1, however, the Office began to feel that it was neces
sary to go further and to give "the Conference not only ''Blue 
Reports" on the main items on the agenda, but also a technical 
report summarising for the information of the delegates the 
existing law and practice on the questions to .. be considered. 
These reports, which have now been recognised in the 
Standing Orders of the Conference, especially since the double
discussion procedure was adopted, are known as "Grey' 
Reports;" 

By present practice, therefore, the preparatory work done by 
the Office falls into the following stages: On each question . 
figuring on the agenda of the Conference for a first discussion, 
the Office prepares a study intended to inform delegates of the 
legislative or other measures already adopted for dealing with 
the problem in different countries, the possibility of an interna
tional agreement on the question, and the various points which 
might be covered by such an agreement. On the basis of this 
report, a first, general discussion is held by the Conference. This 
discussion enables the Office to draft a formal questionnaire, 
which is sent to all Governments. Finally, in the light of the 
replies received from the Governments, the Office prepares a 
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report which, a year later, forms the basis for the second dis
cussion by the Conference. 

It may be added that the Governing Body never places a 
question on the agenda of the Conference until it has received 
from the Office a preliminary report on the general position 
of the problem, a fact which in itself demonstrates the 
constant effort of the Office to make its work more mature 
and more thorough. 

The Prilltipk 
of COIIliflllity 

Behind the successive improvements in the 
methods of work of the Conference lies the 
firm desire of the Governing Body to ensure 
continuity from one Session to another. 

It might have been possible for ~he Governing Body to limit 
the agenda of the Conference each year to some special question, 
and thus indirectly to encourage the States to send representa
tives who were particularly qualified to,dealwith that particular 
question. If, for example, the conditions of work of transport 
workers, miners, painters, glassworkers, bakers, or salaried em
ployees were to be considered, the Government delegates in 
each case might have been experts particularly conversant with 
the special industry concerned, while the employers' and 
workers' delegates might have been chosen in agreement with 
the most representative organisations and from the industrial 
circles most directly interested in that industry. At a first glance, 
this method would seem to have considerable technical advan
tages. But it would mean that the delegations would change 
from Session to Session, and the continuity and permanence of 
the Conference-which are insisted upon by the Treaties
would have been more apparent than real. This would have been 
particularly serious in the early days, since it would have pre
vented the Organisation from acquiring that tradition which is 
indispensable for really effective work" and also from correcting 
year by year the defects revealed by experience. 

The Governing Body chose the opposite method. In 19%0, 

when it had to draw up the agenda of the Third Session and to 
carry out the desire of the Washington Conference by including 
questions relating to agricultural labour, it stressed the fact that 
the Session was intended to be of a general character. In order to 
dissuade Governments from sending merely experts in agricul
tural questions or representatives of agriculture, as they would 
doubtless have done for an exclusively agricultural conference, 

• 
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the Governing Body placed on the agenda of the Session two 
questions quite unconnected with agricultural work: the weekly 
rest in industrial undertakings and the use of white lead in paint
ing. Later, as a result of the Second Session of the Conference, it 
added two maritime questions: the minimum age for the admis
sion of young persons to employment as trimmers or stokers, 
and the compulsory medical examination of children and young 
persons employed at sea. 

This variety in the agenda enabled the Director to point out 
in a letter to Governments that the Third Conference would not 
he a special Conference dealing with one restricted field, but 
that it would have to deal with agricultural questions, maritime 
questions, industrial hygiene, and general questions such as the 
weekly rest. He therefore recommended to them, in pursuance of 
a Resolution adopted by the Governing Body on March 25th, 
1920, that they should consult the central organisations of em
ployers and workers rather than special industrial organisations 
when appointing the non-Government delegates. He explained 
that if there were too many expert delegates, the Conference 
would be in danger of losing sight of the general principles on 
which international labour legislation was based, and the 
decisions taken ruight not be in complete conforruity with the 
spirit and aims of the International Labour Organisation. He 
also pointed out to the Governments how desirable it was to 
send the same Government delegates to each Session of the Con
ference, so as to ensure the utmost continuity in its composition. 
Whenever possible, the Government delegates should be those 
who had participated in the work of the Washington or Genoa 
Conferences. Finally, he reminded Governments that according 
to the Peace Treaties every delegate was entitled to be accom-. 
panied by two technical advisers for each item on the agenda, 
and that it was thus possible to reconcile the clairns of specialised 
knowledge with the need for homogeneity in the Conference. 

Although these hints given to Governments by the Office in 
1920 and 1911 were no more than suggestions, dictated by a 
desire for the successful progress of the Organisation, they were 
generally followed; and they have proved so valuable for the 
efficacy, unity and continuity of the Conference and of its work, 
that there is no thought of abandoning them. Thus, there are 
very few delegates at, any Session of the Conference who have 
not had experience of several previous Sessions. 

• 
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From the outset there has been one exception 
All ExUPtiOIl: to the principle of continuity, namely, that of 

Maritim. Smiolfs the Maritime Sessions. This exception can be 
explained on historical grounds. As was 

rightly pointed out by Mr. Arthur Fontaine when opening the 
·last Maritime Session, in October 19Z9, maritime transport 
would seem to be the most international of all industries and the 
one most subject to the laws of international competition. It 
follows that seamen have special need of the protection of inter
national labour legislation, if their conditions of work are to be 
safeguarded and improved. This was realised in Paris when 
Part xm was being drafted. At that time certain associations of 
seamen proposed that a special organisation should be set up for 
the introduction of international legislation on maritime labour. 
Aversion to a useless multiplication of international institutions 
led to the rejection of this proposal. At the same time, the Com
mission on International Labour Legislation recommended that 
the special problems of the minimum guarantees to be granted 
to seamen should be dealt with at special Sessions of the Con
ference devoted exclusively to this purpose. In accordance with 
this resolution, the Governing Body decided immediately after 
the Washington Conference that the work of the Second Session 
of the Conference should be restricted to questions bearing on 
the conditions of work of seamen. The tradition of Maritime 
Sessions was thus set up, and two other Sessions of this kind 
have been held since that date, the one in I9z6 and the other in 
I9z9· 

But while the Governing Body took account of the special 
needs of shipowners and seamen, it did not forget the importance 
of ensuring continuity in the work of the Conference. In 1910 it 
set up a permanent Commission-the Joint Maritime Com
mission-consisting of a number of members of the Governing 
Body and of representatives of shipowners and seamen elected 
by the employers' and workers' delegates to the Maritime Ses
sions of the Conference. This Commission, which has since been 
enlarged, is in principle merely an advisory body; but the Con
ference itself has decided that no question touching maritime 
work should be placed on the agenda without being previously 
submitted to the Commission. Hence, in the interval between 
the Maritime Sessions. (which are of necessity irregular) a special 
body exists to ensure continuity in dealing with maritime ques-
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tions. This body also serves to link: up the special interests repre
sented at Maritime Sessions with the general interests represented 
on the Governing Body, for in addition to representatives of the 
shipowners and seamen, it includes a member of the employers' 
group and a member of the workers' group on the Governing 
Body, and the chairman of its meetings is the President of the 
Governing Body; moreover, its resolutions are invariably· sub
mitted to the Governing Body for ultimate decision. 

Experience alone can show whether the system thus impro
vised for dealing with the special interests of the mercantile 
marine and the peculiarly technical questions raised by the regu
lation of working conditions for seamen is the best possible. It 
must, however, be admitted immediately that the composition of 
the Maritime Conferences has in practice raised difficulties, and 
has even led to rather serious disputes, with prejudicial effects in 
some cases on the work of the Conference. . 

The first such problem concerned the attitude of non-maritime 
countries. According to the constitution of the Organisation, 
such countries had to be convened to the Conference, seeing that 
the General Conference of the Members is the only body which 
has the' power to adopt Draft Conventions and Recommenda
tions. Certain States, such as Switzerland, abstained on prin
ciple from sending representatives to the maritime Sessions, but 
others, such as Czechoslovakia, sent delegates who obviously 
could have no claim to be specially representative of maritime. 
interests. Again, certain countries which were maritime, but 
whose mercantile marine was in a very elementary stage of 
development, were tempted to send the same delegates to Mari
time SeSsions as to ordinary Sessions. Those most directly inter
ested had thus grounds for complaining that the maritime . 
character of these special Sessions was impaired by the presence 
of too high a proportion of delegates having no special com
petence to deal with the questions under discussion. For the 
purpose of overcoming this difficulty, the shipowners' repre
sentatives have insisted in recent years that ordinary and Maritime 
Sessions of the Conference should not be held consecutively, as 
in 19z6, but at different periods of the year, so as to prevent cer
tain States, anxious to economise, from appointing the same 
delegates for the special Session as for the ordinary Session. 

The most serious constitutional difficulty met with in connec
tion with Maritime Sessions has been that of the method to be 
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adopted by Governments in appointing non-Government <lele· 
gates in countries where there are strong organisations of ship
owners and seamen. Should the Government, as in the case of 
any other Session, consult the central organisations of employers 
and workers when appointing delegates, and merely draw 
attention to the special maritime character of the proposed 
Conference, or should it, on the other hand, apply direcdy to 
the organisations of shipowners and seamen, and agree with 
them on the delegates to be appointed? The majority of the 
Governing Body has always upheld the first of these solutions. 
As early as 1910, the Governing Body pointed out in aresolution, 
adopted with a view to the Maritime Session to be held in 
Genoa, what seemed to it to be the only possible interpretation 
of Article 389. But the shipowners' organisations and several 
organisations of seamen were not satisfied, and declared that 
such a solution was incompatible with the promise made at 
Paris in 1919 to devote special Sessions to the Conference to the 
study of maritime labour questions. In their opinion, only the 
organisations specially representing the maritime transport indus
try were competent to advise Governments as to the choice of 
their representatives. 

This diJference of opinion led to a rather serious crisis during 
the Thirteenth Session of the Conference, in October 1919. The 
British Shipping Federation, upholding the protest of two 
associations of seamen against the composition of the British 
workers' delegation, refused to appoint an employers' repre
sentative. The absence of the representative of the most powerful 
mercantile marine in the world was a very serious blow to the 
representative character of the Conference and to the authority 
of its decisions, more especially as it deprived the workers' 
delegate of that country of his right to vote. The employers' 
group at the Conference pointed out the gravity of this situation 
and suggested that, in order to avoid a recurrence of such diffi
culties, it should be formally decided that the non-Government 
delegates and technical advisers. for Maritime Conferences should 
in future be nominated "in agreement with the organisations, if 
such organisations exist, which are most representative of ship
owners and seamen respectively." In other words, the employers' 
group asked the Conference to repudiate the view hitherto held 
by the Governing Body. This resolution was rejected by sixty
four votes to twenty-four, whereupon the employers' group 
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decided to abstain from taking further part in the work 
of the Session. Although after considerable negotiation the 
employers' delegates returned to the Conference a few days 
later, the seriousness of these incidents from the standpoint 
of the Organisation could not be overlooked. The Confe
rence accordingly adopted a resolution recalling the difficulties 
met with at Maritime Sessions and instructing the Governing 
Body to take all possible steps to avoid a recurrence of 
these difficulties. 

When, in 1930, the Governing Body came to 
An Exptrillttl/I: examine these problems, it had just witnessed 
TIH Preparatory - an experiment in another sphere which seemed 

r"hnitai ConJ.,.."., to offer a possible solution for the maritime 
difficulty. We refer to the Preparatory Techni

cal Conference on conditions of work in coal mines, which may 
perhaps prove to have been a landmark in the constitutional 
progress of the Organisation. 

In September 1 9z9, it will be remembered, the Assembly of 
the League of Nations invited the International Labour Organi
sation to try to find an international solution of the problem of 
working conditions in coal mines. The Governing Body, in view 
of the urgency and the special nature of the problem, decided to 
convene a Preparatory Technical Conference in January 1930, to 
clear the ground and ascertain on what points an immediate 
international solution was possible. This Confer"llce, which was 
of a purely advisory character, was to consist of one Govern
ment representative, one representative of the mineowners, and 
one representative of the workers in mines for each of the nine 
principal coal-producing countries in Europe, these being the 
only countries for which the immediate adoption of regu
lations could be considered practicable. The Governing· 
Body was also to be represented by a delegate from each of 
the groups. 

There is a considerable divergence of views as to the success 
of this Conference. It must be admitted that, in so far as the 
Conference was originally intended to be a means of hastening 
the solution of an urgent problem by saving the general Confer
ence the delays of the double-discussion procedure, it was 
not a success; for the Fourteenth Session was unable to 
come to an agreement and finally adjourned the question of 
hours of work in coal mines' to its next Session. But this partial 
1. £.0. 
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failure must not be allowed to obscure th~ importance of the 
innovation. 

It was thought that procedure by way of a similar Preparatory 
Technical Conference might help to solve the maritime diffi
culties which arose at the Thirteenth Session. Since this pro
cedure is not provided for in the Treaties, the Organisation 
would not be bound, as it is in connection with special Maritime 
Sessions, by the statutory provisions governing the composition 
of the Conference. The Governing Body could quite easily 
restrict the invitations to countries directly interested in maritime 
questions, and particularly to those with a mercantile marine of 
a certain minimum tonnage. The Governments taking part could 
appoint their non-Government delegates in agreement with the 
organisations of shipowners and seamen, and thus give satisfac
tion to the urgent claims of these organisations. The study of the 
special questions raised by the regulation of the working condi
tions of seamen would thus be entrusted to a Conference whose 
composition, from the technical point of view, would no longer 
be open to the objections frequently raised by the shipowners. 
At the same time there would be no infringement of the pro
visions of Part XIII, since the Conference in question would be 
purely advisory and the final deliberation would be left to the 
General Conference of the States Members. Finally, the repre
sentation of general as well as special interests would be assured, 
as it had been at the Coal Conference, by the presence of a dele
gation from the Governing Body at the sittings of the Prepara
tory Maritime Conference. 

After much discussion, the Governing Body accepted the 
Director's proposals, and decided to call a first Preparatory 
Technical Conference on maritime questions for October 19~ I ; 

this Conference will continue the work left unfinished by the 
Thirteenth Session and try to arrive at a conclusion. This is 
unquestionably an experiment. The results will show whether it 
should be repeated and become an established method of pro
cedure. If it succeeds, those concerned may even come to the 
view that there is no need to maintain the tradition of special 
Maritime Sessions; they may decide to submit the conclusions of 
the Preparatory Conference to an ordinary Session of the General 
Conference, and thus finally put an end to the difficulties raised 
by these special Sessions. 

Whether this attempt succeeds or not, the problem which it is 
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sought to solve wilt have to be dealt with by the Organisation in 
the next few years. Far from disappearing, it is more likely to 
increase in importance. Maritime questions are not the only ones 
which have a highly technical character and must be studied by 
Conferences with special qualifications. In the early years, the 
Conference dealt with very general and purely universal prob
lems; but since then there has been a tendency to submit to it 
questions affecting special industries, or special groups of coun
tries, which cannot well be dealt with by the ordinary methods 
of discussion at the Conference. For example, the question of 
work in coal mines and that of the regulation of forced labour 
have been discussed, and for these the Organisation had to find 
some means of ensuring the closest collaboration of the coal
producing countries and the colonial countries respectively, in 
the drafting of decisions. At some future date the Conference 
will doubtless be called on to consider the questions of work in 
the textile industries or in glass works, and possibly certain 
problems of Asiatic conditions, with regard to which the workers 
of Asia are urgently requesting the Organisation to take action. 
Whether the method of the Preparatory Technical Conference 
or some other method be finally accepted as the most effective, 
the Organisation will certainly have to find a means of recon
ciling the general and universal character of the Conference-an 
indispensable condition for the continuity of its work and a 
symbol of the oneness of the labour problem throughout the 
world-with the technical study which is essential in connection 
with special problenis which may be submitted to it. 

On the whole, then, the forms of procedure adopted by the 
International Labour Organisation in carrying on its legislative 
work are still in an evolutionary stage. To regard this as a sign 
of uneasiness or instability would be a mistake. It indicates, on 
·the contrary, that a living organism cannot be tied to hard-and
fast rules, but must constantly adapt itself to the diversity of 
situations and circumstances. Throughout the experiments and 
tentative efforts described above, two very clear tendencies can 
be distinguished: the one is to safeguard the general authority, 
the homogeneity, and the continuity of the work of the Con-

: ference in accordance with the letter and the spirit of Part xm; 
the other is to guarantee, by the most appropriate procedure, the 
fullest possible technical and specialised study of the problems 
Under consideration. 
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Oosely linked up with the problem of the 
preparation of the decisions of the Confer
ence is the problem of their application. The 
Organisation has never dissociated these two 
questions. In point of fact, it is precisely for 
the purpose of making its decisions suitable 
for general and effective application that the 

Organisation has on several occasions revised its methods of 
study and discussion. Every year the debate on the Director's 
Report at the Conference has given delegates an opportunity for 
collective self-criticism in this respect. When it is found that 
there have been difficulties in the progress of ratification or 
in the application of Conventions ratified, it is natural to ask 
whether these difficulties are not due to faults in the drafting 
of the Conventions. At the same time, the Conference has been 
led to take a growing interest in the fate of the Conventions and 
Recommendations adopted at previous Sessions, and particularly 
in the effectiveapplicationofConventionswhich have been ratified. 

It was mentioned above that every State Member is obliged, 
under Artiele 408, to submit to the International Labour Office 
an annual report on the measures taken to apply any Conven
tion to which it has adhered. These reports are drafted in a 
form indicated by the Governing Body, and must contain such 
information as it may request. A summary of them is submitted 
by the Director to the ensuing Session of the Conference. 

At first, perhaps, the Conference did not give due attention to 
these documents, because it was interested chiefly in the progress 
of ratification. Perhaps also it was asking too much of the Con
ference, in a Session lasting three or four weeks, to undertake, 
as an addition to its special agenda, the detailed and careful 
scrutiny of these technical reports, the number of which was 
rapidly increasing. Be that as it may, at the Eigbth Session (in 
19z6) the Conference took steps to deal with this situation. It 
recommended that in future each Session of the Conference 
should appoint a special Committee to examine the reports pre
sented under Article 408 ; it also invited the Governing Body to 
consider the possibility of appointing a Committee of Experts to 
carty out a preliminary study of the reports., This procedure was 
put into practice in the following year, and has been maintained 
ever since. It will be seen that there are two successive phases: 
first, an eXamination of the reports by a committee of experts of 
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a purdy advisory character, which submits its observations to the 
Governing Body; in the next place, an examination by a special 
Committee of the Conference, which has before it the summary 
of the reports of the Governments prepared by the Office as well 
as the report of the Committee of Experts. The observations of 
this special Committee are submitted to the general Conference. 

At the outset, this new procedure created some difficulties. 
The authority of the report of the Committee of Experts was 
called in question on the ground that Part xm made no pro
vision for such mechanism, and it was contended that the Com
mittee of the Conference should not be allowed to take into 
consideration the conclusions of the Committee of Experts. On 
similar grounds, it was hdd that the Committee of the Confer
ence should not be permitted to request ddegates present at the 
Session to provide supplementary explanations with regard to 
reports sent in by their Governments. 

For the first two years after the adoption of the new procedure, 
the attention of the Committee of the Conference was largdy 
taken up with the discussion of such general and constitutional 
questions; but these difficulties settled themsdves as soon as the 
advantages of the new system became clear. The Conference 
realised that the task of supervising the application of Conven
tions was complex and delicate, but that to neglect it would 
compromise the future of the Organisation. Moreover, the task 
demanded, as Mgr. Nolens pointed out, frankness, impartiality 
and a certain amount of independence and courage. The Govern
ments themselves recognised that there was nothing to be gained 
by concealiog the real situation with regard to the application of 
Conventions and giving free course to rumours about the alleged 
indifference of States to the Conventions they had ratified. In
deed, even from the first year of the new procedure, it was noted . 
that the representatives of those Governments which had had 
the. strongest doubts about the system were the first to come 
forward spontaneously and give the Conference the explana
tions which had been requested. 

Since that time the careful study of the reports under Article 
408 has become an integral part of the business of the Confer
ence. Already the work of the Committee of Experts, backed up 
by the Governing Body and the Conference, has produced con· 
siderable results. Gov.ernments have sent in their annual reports 
more regularly; the forms sent to Governments for these reports 
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have been improved and supplemented so as to elicit fuller or 
more explicit replies; dif£erences in the interpretation of a clause 
by different Governments have been brought to light; the reports 
have shown in what directions the application of a Convention 
by certain Governments was insufficient. In ill these ways the 
system has helped to enlighten ill the Governments concerned 
as to the extent to which Conventions are applied by the other 
countries which have ratified them, and, as the conelusions have 
generilly been more favourable than was expected, they have 
strengthened the mutual confidence between Governments. & 
a consequence it has been possible in some cases to arrive at a 
more uniform or more complete observance of Conventions 
without any necessity for having recourse to the procedure of 
enquiry and sanctions for which provision is made in Article 409 
and the following Articles of the Treaty. FinaJIy, this system has 
thrown light on the real difficulties "hich "",e involved in the 
application of the Conventions, and which are sometimes due to 
points of drafting. 

At present the general tendency is not by any means to sug
gest that the new procedure is unwarranted or to restrict it to 
narrow constitutional limits, but rathef to extend it, if possible, 
and make it more effective. In this connection two recent de
cisions are worthy of attention. The first directs the attention of 
the Committee of Experts to the importance of studying closely 
not only the degree of conformity between national legislation 
and the provisions of a Convention, but also the actual applica
tion of that national legislation. The other invites Governments 
to supply information as to the difficulties met with in ratifying 
certain Conventions. It is true that this latter resolution goes 
beyond the mere examination of the application of Conventions, 
since, according to Article 40" a Government has no further 
obligations if a Convention is rejected by its competent authori
ties; but it is also apparent that the information so requested 
would in itself be of great value for the future development of 
international labour legislation. 

Pl'OtItUn for 
till Bmsi.fI 

of C.IIWnli.IU 

A further problem with which the Organisa
tion has had to deal in recent years is that of 
the revision of Conventions. This problem is 
not mentioned in the Treaty, but it was bound 
to arise sooner or later. In a few decades inter

national labour legislation might be nothing more than a group 
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of formulae divorced from reality, if its provisions could not be 
adapted, after their original adoption, to the circumstances, 
needs and ideas of succeeding years. During the first ten years 
the field to be covered was so vast that the Conference was con
stantly called upon to face new problems, and there was no 
urgent need for revising the work already accomplished with a 
view to bringing it up to date or extending it. Moreover, the 
question of revision was first raised in circumstances of such a 
kind that any later suggestion of revision was bound to inspire 
considerable apprehension in many quarters. 

It was in I9ZI, when the world economic crisis had led to a 
noticeable reaction in several countries against the humanitarian 
and social movements from which the International Labour 
Organisation had taken birth, that the British Government as\<ed 
that the Washington Convention on hours of work should be 
reconsidered with a view to greater elasticity on several points. 
The Governing Body definitely rejected this proposal, being of 
opinion that the Convention had not been in existence suffi
ciently long for it to be amended. Nevertheless, the request of 
the British Government disturbed the workers to such an extent 
that revision came to be regarded as synonymous with reaction 
against the reforms already adopted, particularly as, on every 
subsequent occasion when the idea of revision was mooted in 
the Governing Body or in the Conference, it was always in 
connection with the Hours Convention, which the workers 
regarded as the keystone of the new internatioriallabour legis
lation; 

That in itself explains the prudence-if not the actual repug
nance-with which many members of the Governing Body and 
delegates to the Conference have always approached the ques
tion of revision. But the problem could not be put off indefin- . 
itely. All the Conventions adopted by the Conference, begin
ning with those of its First Session, contain a formal Article 
inviting the Governing Body to submit to the Conference at 
least once every ten years a report on the application of each 
Convention, and to decide whether the question of its revision 
or amendment should be placed on the agenda of the Conference. 
Since five of the Draft Conventions adopted at Washington 
came into force in June and July I9u, the question of their 
possible revision would have to be placed on the agenda of the 
193 I Conference at the latest. 
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The procedure for revision and the legal effects of revision 
raise a host of very complex and delicate problems, and it was 
obviously expedient that these should be settled in advance. 
After long discussions, reflecting the mixed feelings with which 
the delegates regarded the very notion of revision, the Governing 
Body and the Conference succeeded in settling these questions in 
1929, and in April of the following year the Governing Body 
began its examination of reports prepared by the Office on the 
application of eight Conventions which would have been in 
force for ten years by 193 I. The Governing Body had before it 
a number of formal proposals for revision made by various 
Governments; one of these, submitted by the Swedish Govern
ment, was for the revision of the Washington Hours Convention. 
As regards seven of the Conventions -under consideration, in
cluding the Hours Convention, the Governing Body decided 
that no revision was necessary, and that the reports prepared by 
the Office on the application of the Conventions should merely 
be communicated to the Conference. In the case of the eighth 
Convention, that on the night work of women, the Governing 
Body agreed to consider certain proposals for revision, and 
instructed the International Labour Office, in accordance with 
the revision procedure recendy adopted, to obtain the opinion of 
Governments on the proposals in question. Finally, in the light 
of the replies received from Governments, the Governing Body 
decided, at its Session in January 193 I, to place the question 
of the revision of this Convention on the agenda of the 
1931 Conference. 

This year, then, the Conference will have its first experience of 
the operation of the revision procedure which it has instituted. 
The results will doubdess determine to a great extent the attitude 
of delegates to future proposals for revision. It should be empha
sised that, if the Governing Body decides to submit the question 
of the revision of a Convention to the Conference, it does not 
necessarily follow that the Convention as " whole is thrown 
open to discussion. The Governing Body can suggest total 
revision, but it can also, in accordance with th~ regulations 
drawn up in 1929, which reflect the apprehensions already re
ferred to, decide that only a partial revision is required. In that 
case the Governing Body must state definitely which provisions 
it is proposed to revise, and the discussion in the Conference is 
restricted-to these Articles of the Convention. 
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This section does not exhaust or even 
SlIIIIlIIing lIP enumerate all the vital and absorbing prob-

lems involved in the mechanism of interna
tionallabour legislation. To be complete, it would have to deal 
with the growing importance of committee work as a preliminary 
to legislation; it would have to describe the different concep
tions which have been expressed, and have sometimes clashed, 
in the Conference with regard to the general form of Conven
tions and the amount of elasticity they should possess; it would 
have to show how Recommendations, originally intended as an 
expedient for adapting the provisions of Part xm to the peculiar 
situation of certain federal States-and particularly to the Con
stitution of the United States, where the Federal Government 
has not the general power to legislate on labour matters o~ to 
ratify Conventions on them--have developed a position of their 
own; how, side by side with the Conventions, they supplement 
the minimum general standards laid down by the Conventions, 
pointing out the lines on which they might be applied, or sug
gesting solutions which the Conference can commend to the 
States Members but cannot ask them to accept as mutual com
mitments. Reference might also have been made to the advantage 
so far taken of the provision of Article 405, paragraph 3. by 
which the Conference may permit exceptions or transitional 
measures in countries "in which climatic conditions, the imper
fect development of industrial organisation, or other special 
circumstances make the industrial conditions substantially 
different." Unfortunately, space precludes the discussion of these 
points of detail. 

Enough has been said, however, to show how the Interna
tional Labour Organisation has in these ten years created, im
proved lIild tested a series of rules and systems of procedure, not· 
based on any general theoretical programme but improvised 
thoughtfully to meet the day-to-day demands of life and 
action, and to comply with the requirements alike of facts and 
of ideals .. 

This policy of prudent opportunism, if one may so describe 
it, has not been unfruitful. In a recent report, the committee set 
up by the League of Nations to study the question of the rati
fication and signature of Conventions concluded under the 
auspices of the League, included among its suggestions for 
expediting ratification a recommendation that there should be a 
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more thorough preparation; and it quoted the example of the 
International Labour Conference, even reproducing in full the 
rules of the double-discussion procedure which has been de
scribed above. The same report proposes the insertion in future 
Draft Conventions of a formal clause, couched in the spirit of 
Article 40j, paragraph j, of the Treaty, whereby the signatory 
States would undertake within a specified period to bring the 
Draft Convention before the competent authorities for ratifica
tion or to inform the Secretary-General of other action taken 
with regard to the Convention. 

This suggestion, that other international organisations might 
with advantage adopt some of the rules governing the activity 
of the International Labour Organisation, is the highest compli
ment that could be paid to that Organisation. 

II. INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION 

. When the International Association for 
A Clearing HaN" Labour Legislation set up the iirst Inter-

of Injor1llmoll national Labour Office at Basle in 1901, 
it did so in the belief that this office, in 

·addition to acting as a permanent secretariat and preparing 
the ground for its conferences, could do valuable work for the 
furtherance of social progress by collecting and publishing 
information on labour legislation. There can be no question 
that the services rendered in this direction before the Wat had 
some influence on the drafting of Article 396 of the Treaty, 
which delines the functions of the International Labour Office. 
This Article states that: "The functions of the International 
Labour Office shall include the collection and distribution of 
information on all subjects relating to the international adjust
ment of conditions of industrial life and labour, and particulatly 
the examination of subjects which it is proposed to bring hefore 
the Conference with a view to the conclusion of international 
conventions and the conduct of such special investigations as 
may be ordered by the Conference." The Office was also in
structed "to edit and publish in French and English and in 
such other languages as the Governing Body may think desir
able, a periodical paper dealing with problems of industry 
and employment of international interest." 
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The OfIice has consistently proceeded with 
TO. Coli "Ii." its research work and its collection of in
oj I_j.,,,,aJi.1I formation along three lines. 

The first concerns the work of the Con
ference. Here the task of the Office is governed by the agenda 
for each Session and runs parallel with the work of international 
labour legislation carried out by the Organisation as a whole. 
The OfIice, following the instructions and rules of the Governing 
Body and the Conference, prepares "questionnaires," "grey" 
and "blue" reports and any other documents which may be 
required of it. 

The second line of action relates to current international 
events. The Office follows the development of social ideas and 
movements in all countries; it endeavours to deduce general 
trends; it notes those events which appear to be of real inter
national interest--in certain selected cases, it studies .the chief 
of them more intensively. 

Thirdly, the OfIice is a centre of scientific investigation. On 
instructions from the Conference or the Governing Body, it 
carries out enquiries or special studies in specified fields which 
may be wide or restricted. Sometimes it has to collect informa
tion on a given question, to be placed at the disposal of the 
enquirer. As an example, mention may be made of industrial 
hygiene, the results of enquiry into which constitute a veritable 
encyclopa:dia. In other cases, the Office may. be called upon 
to study a problem in the light of all the information available, 
analysing the different factors and perhaps foreshadowing 
possible international solutions. As an example of this kind of 
investigation may be cited the Enquiry into Production, under
taken by the Office during the first post-War economic crisis. 

Obviously, there is a close connection between the study of 
current events and the scientific research work of the Office, 
for it is only by noting the events and tendencies of the day 
that the Office can respond to demands for specisl studies. 
For instance, the unemployment problem has for several years 
past been the subject of a permanent study, and it is this that 
has made it possible for the OfIice, during a period of intense 
depression such as now prevails, to place at the disposal of 
the Governing Body or of Governments, without the slightest 
delay, a wealth of authentic and valuable information on the 
subject, compiled on an international basis. 
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A chapter might be devoted to showing how the sources of 
supply of the Office have been developed since the day when 
the original little groups of officials set to work in Seamore 
Place, London---'oUl international institution unknown to the 
world but anxious to prove its value-or to describing how its 
methods of investigation have been improved and how, after 
experimenting (with varying success) by means of questionnaire, 
external collaboration, committees of experts, the study of 
documents, and first-hand enquiries, the Office has succeeded 
in combining these different methods, concentrating on the one 
most suitable for any given enquiry. These methods will not be 
discussed at length here, as they will be seen in action in the 
second part of this work. It will suffice for the moment to 
quote two sets of figures which demonstrate the development 
of the Office's supply of information. The Library, which in 
19"3 received 10,118 works, received. 34,484 in 19"9. The 
number of newspapers and periodicals received in 19"9 waS 
3,800, as against I,HO in 19"4. 

The collection of information necessarily 
Th, Distriblltion implies its distribution, for which the Office 
of Information depends chiefly on two channels: direct 

replies to requests for information, and 
. publication, the latter being the chief method. 

The number of requests for information to which the Office 
replied (not counting those with which its National Corre
spondents could deal without referring to Geneva) was over 
1,000 in 1918 and again in 19"9, as compared with 9"0 in 19"7 
and 800 in 1916. Many of these requests necessitated extensive 
research or the collection of a mass of information; for example, 
a request of the Greek Government for information concerning 
the cost and source of social charges; an enquiry of the Ford 
Company, in London, concerning real wages in certain towns; 
a demand of the Polish Government for data concerning the 
wages of workers in mines and other industries; of the Japanese 
Government concerning the training of workers in France and 
in the U.S.S.R.; of the Italian Ministry of Corporations con
cerning economic councils in different countries; of the Spanish 
Employers' Association concerning accident insurance legislation 
and institutions; of the Belgian Wood and Building Federation 
and the Rumanian Union of Employers concerning holidays 
with pay in different industries; of the German Ministry of 



93 

Labour concerning systems of work by shifts in the glass industry; 
of the Scientific Department of the People's Commissariat for 
Labour of the U.S.S.R. concerning the legislation on and 
institutions for invalidity. old age and survivors' insurance; 
of the French Ministry of the Mercantile Marine concerning 
international maritime legislation. etc. The variety of the 
subjects mentioned shows the wide area over which the Inter
national Labour Office, as an intelligence department. can 
infiuence the progress of social legislation and the workers' 
conditions of life. 

The publications of the Office are intended to 
PIlhIi,.tiOlU . serve a similar purpose. The Treaty of Peace 

definitely instructed the Office to publish a 
periodical paper dealing with problems of industry and employ
ment of international interest. In practice. not one periodical 
but a whole series of publications have been found necessary. 
It has also been necessary to adapt the programme of publications 
to the varying needs of the times. For instance. the Mollthly 
RNarJ oj Migr"tiOll. which was at one time in great demand, 
was later incorporated in a publication of a general nature. 
Other periodicals, such as the Ifltilutrilll SIlj.ty SII1'7I!J. which were 
originally parts of general periodicals. have been separated 
from them and adapted to the requirements of the specialist 
rather than those of the general reader. 

But. in spite of changes in detail, it is noteworthy that the 
broad lines of the Office's programme of publications have not 
changed since it was first launched. 

Directly bearing on the work of the Conference are the 
DIKtI1fteilts oj the In_tiOlltd Ltzho",. COIIj""'", which include 
the questionnaires. the "grey" and "blue" reports. the Annual. 
Report of the Director, the verbatim report of the pro
ceedings, the minutes of committees and so On. Allied to this 
group is the OJfoiIll &1I.till, which appears at irregular intervals 
and contains official documents relating to the work of the 
Organisation. 

Next, the Office publishes two general periodicals. IntiN.ttrilll 
iIIIIl LzhoMr I"j_"tiOll. which appears weekly, and the III_tiOll,,1 
LtzhoMr Rm .... appeating monthly. The first covers systematically, 
under a series of standard headings, the whole field of activity 
of the Office. The latter contains more exhaustive studies pre
pared by the Office or by outside contributors on trends and 
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facts observed in different countries; it also contains current 
statistics, compiled by the Office on such matters as the cost of 
living, wages, unemployment and migration. Two annual 
publications of a purely documentary character are published, 
designed to provide the reader with the necessary textual basis 
for any international study of labour law. These are the Legislativ. 
Sui", each yearly volume of which contains the texts or transla
tions of the principal labour laws and regulations promulgated 
in many countries during the year; and the Infef'tldlional SlIf'VrI of 
Legal Derisions on Labotl1' Lzw, which analyses the chief legal 
decisions on labour law in five selected countries: England, 
France, Germany, Iraly and the United States. 

In the same group of publications may be included certain 
special periodicals: The Bibliograp1!J of Indttslrial lfygien., the 
Indttstrial Safely SlIf'VrI, the Bibliograp1!J of fbe International Labotl1' 
Orgllllisation; formerly also the Monthly &ItOI'd of Migration, and 
in future, perhaps, a Native Labotl1' &lvi"". These cannot be 
embodied in the general periodicals either for technical reasons 
or because of the peculiar nature of the subjects with which 
they deal. 

Finally, the considered results of the day-to-day research 
. work of the Office are published in the seventeen series of its 

Sftttli .. and &lporfs. One or two exceptionally voluminous reports 
not falling inside the main framework have appeared outside 
this series as "Special Studies"; among them are the report of 
the Entpliry info Pror1N&tion, the EntytlojJlltiia of Indttstrial lfygiene, 
and the International LaboRr DiNtfory. 

These three main groups of publications-official, periodicals 
and studies-may be considered as so many different headings 
in the periodical which the Office was instructed by the authors 
of the Peace Treaty to publish. All overlapping between the 
groups is carefully avoided. The only other publications of the 
Office consist of a few pamphlets and a brief Monthly SRllllllary of 
the International LaboRr Orgllllisation, the primary purpose of which 
is popular intelligence. 

These publications do not appear merely in French and in 
English. Most of them, including almost all the Conference 
documents, are published in German, and many appear in 
Spanish. A selection from the articles in Indttstrial IlIId Labotl1' 
Inforlllation and the &lvi"" is made by the National Correspondents 
of the Office in Rome, Berlin, Madrid and Tokyo and published 
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in' Monthly ;Reviews in the languages of their respective 
countries. 

The number of the publications of the Office has sometimes 
been criticised, and it has been described as "a mill for grinding 
out publications which no one wished to rad." By way of 
reply to this criticism attention may be called to the volume of 
business done in the sale of these publications. The receipts 
have risen more or less ste&dily from 99,000 Swiss francs in 
I9Z3 to over ZlO,ooo Swiss francs in I9Z9, while the sums voted 
for printing have remained practically constant. But the sales 
returns must not be taken as anything like a complete index 
to the utility of ' the Office publications or the extent to which 
they &re actually utilised. The Office has never aspired to produce 
a "best seller." What it desires, and what it must desire, is' to . 
place at the disposal of all those who are interested in or working 
for the improvement of conditions of labour the necessary 
impartial and exact information which they may require for 
their studies or their activities. Such a purpose is not compatible 
with sensational sales returns. ' 

It would seem to be generally recognised to-day that during 
the past ten years the Office has achieved to a large extent the 
aim set before it. As one of many testimonies given to the work 
of the Office, an extract may be quoted from a study on the 
International Labour Organisation published in 1928 by an
employers' organisation in the United States, the National 
Industrial Conference Board, whose general attitude is by no 
me&ns· sympathetic towards the aims of the Organisation. This 
study recognised that the Office has become "an agency for the 
centralisation of information concerning all phases of the labour 
problem. Prior to its organisation there was no medium through. 
which interested persons and organisations could keep in close 
touch with the development of labour legislation and the changes 
in the broader fields of employment relationships. The special 
investigations of the Office have assembled information which 
would not be otherwise available. • • • As a fact-finding and 
research agency the International Labour Office has functioned 
as satisfactorily as the bradth of its field of investigation in 
comparison with its resources permits." 



CHAPTER V 

THE COMPETENCE OF THE ORGANISA1}ON 

One may search in vain through the whole 
Tb, T"ms of of Part XIII for an exact definition of the 

lb. P.M. Treaty competence of the International Labt!lUr Organ-
isation. The first Article, already quoted, 

states merely that "a permanent organisation is hereby established 
for the promotion of the obj ects set. forth in the Preamble." 
Turning to the Preamble we find that the aims of the Organisa
tion are set forth in extremely general terms: "social justice," 
"improvement of conditions of labour '-.:which involve in
justice, hardship and privation to large numbers of people," 
"the adoption of humane conditions of labour." When the 
document does become more definite and leave general expres
sions for an enumeration of the improvements· which are 
urgently required, it begins with the words "for example" 
and ends with "and other measures," thus precluding any 
restrictive interpretation. Consequently, when the Preamble 
speaks of "the regulation of hours of work," "the establishment 
of a maximum working day and week," "the regulation of the 
labour supply," "the prevention of unemployment," "the 
provision of an adequate living wage," "the protection of the 
worker against sickness, disease and injury arising out of his 

. employment," "the protection of children, young persons and 
women," "provision for old age and injury," "protection of the 
interests of workers when employed in countries other than 
their own," "recognition of the principle of freedom of associa
tion," and "the organisation of vocational and technical 
education," it cannot be maintained that these are the only 
measures which the Organisation may adopt in order to establish 
the humane conditions of labour at which it aims. The sole 
purpose of the authors of the Peace Treaties in drawing up this 
list was to give the Organisation some lines of action and an 
initial impetus by drawing its attention to certain reforms which 
seemed particularly urgent. 

The liDal Article of Part XIII, which repeats more definitely, 
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in the fgem of nine general principles, some of the points already 
mentioned in the Preamble, is equally non-restrictive in character, 
for it expressly states that the High Contracting Parties do not 
claim "that these methods and principles are either complete 
or :final." 

It must not be imagined that this absence of a clear definition 
of the field of activity of the Organisation is due to an omission. 
De£inltion always implies to some extent limitation. The authors 
of the Peace Treaties wished to avoid any formula which, being 
inspired by the circumstances of the moment, might impede 
the future progress of the Organisation by preventing it from 
taking such action as later circumstances might require. They 

. pointed out the ultimate 'and ideal aims which it must seek to 
realise; they pointed out certain immediate means which appeared 
to them appropriate in the existing circumstances for the realisa
tio~ of these aims; but they carefully emphasised the fact that 
they did not consider these to be the only possible means, and 
that later developments might call for the adoption of measures 
which they could not foresee. 

Social justice is thus looked upon as a movement, and not 
something static. It was for the very reason that its reaIisation 
requires a continuous effort, not limited in time, that a permtJlllnl 
organisation was set up to achieve it; it is precisely because this 
effort has to be constandy adapted to new circumstances arising 
out of the economic and social development of the world that 
the Organisation was given so wide:. a competence. The only 
word"which can sum up this competence and mark both its 
extent and its limits is "Labour," which is the tide given to 
Part XIII of the Treaty of Versailles. 

Although this idea of the extensive competence . 
C.lllj>1ht1n Ctdktl of the Organisation would now seem to be 

i. QIIIJIi.. generally accepted, it has not invariably been 
so. At times efforts have been made to prevent 

the International Labour Organisation from dealing with certain 
classes of workers on the ground that they were not expressly 
mentioned in the Treaty. Sometimes it has been denied the 
right to protect persons not bound by a contract of service to 
an employer, a prohibition which would have prevented it 
from dealing with unemployment. Proposals have been made 
to withdraw certain problems from its sphere of activity by 
labelling them "national questions" or "domestic affairs." The 
L~~ G 
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validity' of its decisions has been called in question because, in 
order to protect certain classes of workers, it incidentally regu
lated the work of the employer himself or touched on problems 
of production. 

Whenever the contention of incompetency has been advanced 
at the International Labour Conference, it has been rejected by 
a large majority. In three cases the authors of the objections 
would not accept defeat, but requested that, in accordance 
with Article 423 of the Treaty, the provisions of Part XIII 
should be submitted to the Permanent Court of International 
Justice for an opinion. 

The Opinioll 
oj tin C.1Irl 

In 19U the French Government, in view of 
decisions taken by the 1911 Conference on 
agricultural questions, requested the Council 
of the League of Nations to ask the Permanent 

Court whether the competence of the Organisation covered the 
conditions of work of persons employed in agriculture. A few 
months later it further asked whether the consideration of 
proposals for organising and developing the means of agricultural 
production fell within the Organisation's competence. 

In 19z6 the employers' members of the Governing Bod!. 
objecting to a provision which the Conference had inserted the 
previous year in the Draft Convention for the prohibition of 
night work in bakeries, requested the Governing Body to obtain 
an advisory opinion from the Permanent Court as to the com
petence of the Organisation to regulate the personal wor'k of 
employers. 

The Court gave its opinion on the m.st two questions on 
August 12th, 19zz, and on the third on July Z3rd, 19z6. In each 
case it fully confirmed the views upheld by the Organisation, 
as represented by the Conference, the Governing Body and the 
Director of the Office. 

In reply to the mst question it stated that the competence of 
the International Labour Organisation did extend to the inter
national regulation of the conditions of work of persons employed 
in agriculture. In reply to the second question it noted the 
declaration made by the Director of the Office, in which he 
formally disclaimed any competence in questions of production, 
but at the same time it added that "the Organisation cannot be 
excluded .from dealing with the matters specifically committed 
to it by the Treaty on the ground that these may involve in some 
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aspects a consideration of the means or methods of production 
or of the effects which the proposed measures would have upon 
production." The third question was also answered in the 
affirmative, the Court confirming the competence of the Organ
isation "to draw up and to propose labour legislation which. 
in order to protect certain classes of workers. also regulates 
incidentally the same work when performed by the employer 
himself." These were the exact terms of the question submitted 
to it by the employers. 

TfH ThlDry .f 
"&/mlled 

This is not the place in which to discuss the 
legal arguments invoked in each case against 
the extended competence of the Organisation. 
nor the way in which the Court refuted them 
one by one when explaining the reasons· for 

its opinion. Indeed. these arguments have only a technical and 
one might say passing interest. The important fact from the 
point of view of the history of the Organisation is that the 
tendency lying behind these appeals was kept in check. The 
year 1911, when the competence of the Organisation was first 
called in question. marked the beginning of the great post-War 
economjc depression. and a period of depression always entails 
'fhe spread of reaction against social progress. The attempts to 
limit the competence of the Organisation in 1911 were not 
unconnected with the resistance which began to be shown in 
many circles and many countries at that time to the humanitarian 
views which had dictated the terms of Part XIII. Since it was 
impossible to make a direct attack on the existence of the 
Organisation without provoking serious discontent among the 
workerS. efforts were directed towards excluding from its 
competence certain classes of workers whose inadequate trade. 
union organisation made their claims the least insistent. This 
was the tendency. directly opposed to the spirit of 1919. to 
which the Court replied by interpreting the provisions of the 
constitution, thereby making it plain for the first time that the 
permanent mechanism set up after the War did not allow States 
to escape easily from their commitments. The Court rejected 
the theory of restrictive interpretation. On the contrary, a study 
of the Treaty led it to the conclusion that the aims entrusted to 
the International Labour Organisation were stated in such general 
terms that "language could hardly be more comprehensive." 

The same conclusion was repeated and further developed in 
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, the third advisory opinion, given by the Court in 1916. It noted 
"" "once again that the competence of the Organisation was extremely 

wide, and that the documents on which it is based should be 
interpreted in their widest sense. But the Court added on this 
occasion certain general considerations tending to prove that 
this extended competence of the Organisation not only derives 
from a literal interpretation of the documents, but is also in 
complete harmony with its mission and with the nature of the 
powers granted to it. It pointed out that if the Organisation 
really possessed international legislative powers-that is, if it 
could take decisions which were binding on States-then a 
restrictive interpretation of its competence could be justified 
with a view to prl!Venting it from infringing the sovereign 
rights of States. But, as has already been seen, this conception, 
although suggested at Paris in 19 I 9, was not accepted, and the 
International Labour Conference has only the power to make 
proposals. The Draft Conventions and Recommendations which 
it adopts by a two-thirds majority do not automatically become 
binding on States. Governments have merely to submit them 
within a certain period to the competent authorities, who are 
free to reject or approve them; and if they are rejected the State 

" Member is released from all further obligations. In view of this; 
it is difficult to understand how the sovereignty of States can 
be endangered by the actions of the Organisation. That sove
reignty is protected by sufficient guarantees for the extended 
competence of the Organisation to be accepted without fear. 

When the Permanent Court gave this opinion, it not only 
reiterated the wide interpretation it had already given to the 
text of Part xm, but it also dissipated any apprehensions which 
this interpretation might have aroused and thus helped to prevent 
further disputes. 

The results of the several appeals to the Permanent Court for 
its opinion on the scope of the competence of the Organisation 
must therefore be regarded as reassuring from the point of 
view of'the future of the Organisation. Nothing" would have 
been more dangerous than to allow the opinion to take root 
that the Organisation was an intrusive institution, wishing to 
meddle in every field, to exceed the competence granted it, and 
to menace the rights of States at every point. As it is, the Organ
isation, reinforced by the consistent decisions of the Permanent 
Court, has" been able to develop its international action without 
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again encountering the objection of incompetency which for a 
moment had threatened to paralyse its work. It would be too:,". 
much to assume that its competence will never again be called 
in question; but, if fresh doubts should ever arise on the point, 
the principles by which they must be settled are at least known. 

Nothing would be gained by trying to describe the precise 
scope of the competence of the Organisation in this part of this 
volume. The extent and diversity of its activities will be realised 
on perusal of the following part. But even a description of the 
past and present activities of the Organisation cannot convey an 
exact and complete idea of its competence, because that com
petence cannot be exhausted by any enumeration. The evolution 
of social conditions alone can show, as time goes on, with what 
problems the Organisation must grapple if it is to accomplish 
to the full the lofty aims of social justice and humanity assigned 
to it by the Treaty of Peace. 



PART II 

THE WORK 

THE whole work of the International Labour Office has been; 
and always must be. based on enquiry and study. Even if the 
Office were only a centre for the collection and distribution of 
information-one of the two functions assigned to it by the 
Peace Treaty~tudy would still be required. for the Office has 
never considered that it was being completdy true to its functions 
if it confined itsdf to broadcasting its information in the rough 
and often incoherent state in which it is received. The first 
essential is a systematic arrangement of information, such that 
international comparisons can be deduced therefrom, provided, 
indeed. that such information lends itsdf at all to an international 
survey. 

The second purpose of the enquiry work initiated is even 
more important, because it is the basis of the action taken by 
the Organisation. The system of international labour legislation 
which is gradually being constructed by the Organisation cannot 
be built up in the void, but must live in a world of events 
and be based on the principles of a judicious opportunism . 
.An international labour Convention is of importance for the 
Organisation only in so far as it has a chance of being ratified 
by as many States as possible. It can stand such a chance only 
if national legislation and custom in a certain number of countries 
are reasonably close (either above or below) to the standard 
laid down in the Draft Convention. The sole means of discovering 
whether this is so is the study of national law and practice. The 
Governing Body does not place a question on the agenda of the 
Coruerence until it is in possession of a preliminary study on it 
from the Office. A more detailed study is presented before such 
question is discussed by the Conference . .Any examination of the 

.'Constantly widening activity of the Organisation which tended 
to separate its enquiry work from its policy in adopting decisions 
for the international adjustment of labour conditions would give 
a false idea of the nature of the Organisation. The range of this 
activity is immense; each year the Organisation reaps its harvest 
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from certain fields, selected in the light of a preliminary survey 
and clearing of ~e ground by the Office and the Governing Body. 

All the questions which have been made the subject of study
themselves the result of selection among a multitude of items-
are not equally ripe for action. In some cases the /ina! stage of a 
Convention or Recommendation can be attained; in others 
preliminary enquiry, or sometimes discussion in the Conference, 
has sufficed to show that a problem is not yet ready for inter
national solution. Nevertheless, that enquiry bas at least served 
to illuminate the state of the problem, and is sometimes a part 
contribution towards such international solution. 

To attempt to give any idea of the whole field of enquiry and 
of action of the International Labour Office during its first 
ten years of existence means reviewing in one comprehensive 
glance those parts of this field which have been surveyed, which 
have been cleared, which have been sown, and which have 
been reaped, not to mention those which have still to be explored. 

All progress for the legal protection of workers in the inter
national sphere must be preceded by a comparative study of the 
law and practice in diffcrent countries. Therein lies the funda
mental importance of the Office's Shltliu and &jMrfs; these deal 

. with various factors in the life of all classes of workers, and 
already constitute in themselves a substantial library. 

National practice is based on law, and on the samc principle 
this series of original studies is based on the annual publication 
of the Office known as the Legislative Series. This work, which 
is a continuation and an enlargement of the BtJletin Dj fhe Inftr
national Lzbollf' Oifi" (until 1919 the official organ of the Inter
.national Association for Labour Legislation), is an annual 
publication reproducing in three languages--English, French, 
and German-the texts of the principal legislation for the 
protection of workers enacted in every country in the course 
of the preceding year. It provides the best possible indication 
of the growth of social legislation year by year. The advance 
of this legislation, however irregular and unsteady it Inay be, 
leads to the encouraging conviction that social progress is.O 
slowly but surely being consolidated, in spite of all the vicissi
tudes of national life and international policy. In fact, side by 
side with public law and private law, a third system has now 
appeared, ~riving from the other two: labour law. 



CHAPTER I 

CONDITIONS OF WORK 

I. HOURS OF WORK 

The eight-hour day was the principal demand 
Till of the workers' organisations long before the 

Eight-Rolli" Day _ War. During the War a whole series of 
attempts was made in more than one country 

to improve the working conditions of all wage earners; m~ns 
were sought for reconci1ing better output with better working 
conditions, and certain experiments seemed to show that this 
could be done by adopting the eight-hour day and combining 
it with a scientific organisation of the work. Finally, the misery, 
horror and barbarity of the War itself evoked a general desire 
to build up a nobler, more understanding and more sensitive 
humanity; but a life worth the living was impossible so long as 

• the whole day was taken up by toil in factories, in offices or in 
the fields, leaving the worker no time for reading, refiection or 
education. 

The minds of men were therefore prepared to give a favour
able welcome to the old demands of the workers when they 
were brought forward at the end of the War by the international 
trade union organisations, not entirely in their old form but 
incorporated as part of a complete plan for the international 
organisation of labour conditions. The eight-hour day appeared 
as the first article in a general programme the realisation of
which was to be entrusted to an international and permanent 
labour organisation. Reference was made to it in the Preamble 
to Part XIII of the Treaty of Peace, and Article 427, which is 
more explicit, states that one of the first objects of the new 
Organisation must be "the adoption of an eight-hour day or a 

. "'rty-cight-hour week as the standard to be aimed at where it 
has not already been attained." 

The text did not specify any categories of workers either by 
reference to the industries in which they were employed or to 
their occupations. There could be no denial that the item em-
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braced the whole body of labour. When the Intemational Labour 
Conference held its first Session at Washington in 1919, the 
first item on its agenda was "the adoption of the principle of 
the eight-hour day and the forty-eight-hour week," without 
furtheI qualification. 

From the outset, however, the Conference met with a difficulty 
which appeared insurmountable, namely that of <iefining in one 
and the same Convention the various adaptations of the eight
hour-day system which would be compatible with occupations 
so widely different as industrial work, work on board ship, 
agricultural work and office work, to mention only the main 
branches. Moreover, certain minds had already perhaps more or 
less consciously gtasped the idea which was to be publicly put 
forward two years later, that the Inte1'tlational Labour Organisa
tion was not competent to regulate the conditions of work of 
all categories of workers, but only of industrial workers. Be 
that as it may, two decisions were taken: firstly to restrict the 
task of the 1919 Conference to the drafting of a Convention on 
the eight-hour day in industrial undertakings, including mines 
and railways, and secondly to convene a special Session of the 
ConfeIence to study the regulation of hours of work in maritime 
occupations. Such a ConfeIence was, indeed, explicitly provided. 
for in the text of the Washington Convention. The question of 
extending the principle of the eight-hour day to other categories 
of workers was reserved for the future. 
- The Convention adopted by the Washington 

TIN "WllShillglDtl' Conference thus referred only to workers in 
C./llJlllIi." industrial undertakings, including mines and 

railways. It limited the hours of work to eight 
in the day and forty-eight in the week in industrial undertakings 
in general and to S 6 hours in the case of work which must, by 
its nature, be continuous. It admitted the possibility of a Saturday 
half-holiday. The methods of applying these principles were to 
be decided in consultation with the representative organisations 
of employers and workers, or even by agreement between these 
organisations. Special systems were permitted for countries of 
the Far East. Overtime was allowed, when agreed to by th. 
organisations concerned, as a temporary measure, but the wages 
paid for such overtime had to be one and one quarter times the 
normal rates. 

There is no necessity for tracing here the whole history of 
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the Washington Convention since that date. It will suffice to 
mention certain essential facts which are of particulat importance 
for the life of the Organisation and the Office. . 

In 1919 the Convention was adopted almost enthusiastically 
by the very great majority of the delegates of the different States 
present at Washington. Indeed, the principle on which it was 
based-the eight-hour day and the forty-eight-hour week-:was 
already applied in many national systems of legislation. The 
States which have since that date introduced the eight-hour day 
have endeavoured to conform with the provisions of the Con
vention, and those which altered their system of hours have all 
tried to keep these alterations within the limits of the framework 
laid down by the Convention. Although the International 
Labour Office has at present no power of interpreting the text 
of a Convention, the Director has on several occasions given an 
unofficial opinion, when consulted, as to the meaning of one os 
other Article, so that States should not run the risk of unintention
ally breaking through t:jJ.ese provisions. The desire to know what 
commitments the Convention implied has also led the representa
tives of the important industrial Powers of Europe to hold two 
meetings, the one in Berne and the other in London, to arrive 

. at an agreement as to the exact meaning and scope of certain 
clauses. In these cases also the International Labour Office was 
consulted. 

During these ten years the Office has had to reply to innumer
able requests for information as to the hours of work in various 
industries and in different countries, and this is surely the best 
possible proof of the general interest in the question. It has 
published many brochures and articles analysing the tenor of 
the Convention, reckoning the progress made and showing the 
state of ratification each year, while at the same time noting the 
effects of the shortened working day on industry, on the economic 
system as a whole, and on the well-being of the worker. Practically 
every Session of the Governing Body and every Session of the 
Conference have dealt with the same questions. The ratification 
of the Washington Convention may be said to have become 

. One of the vital problems of the Organisation, just as before 
the War it was the essential article in the workers' programme. 

This situation is due to the fact that the enthusiasm which 
led to the adoption of. the eight-hour-day principle in 1919 has, 
in the case of many Governments, given place to a state of mind 
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full of apprehensions and reservations when it came to conse
crating the principle by law. States did not wish to bind them
selves irrevocably for the future unless their economic com
petitors did the same. This is the reason for conditional ratifica
tions, which are not uncommon in the case of the Diplomatic 
Conventions of the League of Nations but are quite exceptional 
in the history of the Labour Organisation. France and Italy, for 
example, have ratified subject to the condition that they will not 
put the Convention into force until it is ratified by certain other 
States, in the former case by Great Britain and Germany and 
in the latter by these States plus France and Switzerland. Similarly, 
purely conditional ratifications have been registered by Austria, 
Latvia and Spain. The only States which have ratified the Con
vention unconditionally are Belgium; Bulgaria, Chili, Czecho
slovakia, Greece, India, Luxemburg, Portugal and Rumania, a 
total of nine States, of which only two are numbered among 
the eight States Members of chief industrial importance which 
are permanently represented on the Governing Body. Recently, 
however, Germany has stated its intention of ratifying the 
Convention as soon as the Bill for the Protection of Labour has 
been adopted, and the Italian Government has introduced a Bill 
which will enable it to renounce the conditions to which the 
application of the Convention was subject. In April 1930 the 
Labour Government in Great Britain introduced a Bill which is 
in agreement with the Convention. 

There is therefore no need to despair ot the /inal complete 
success of this Convention, which has for ten years absorbed so 
much of the activity of the Office and the Organisation. On three 
occasions the Governing Body has rejected proposals for revision: 
in I9u; in 19z9, even though the proposal was made by one of 
the greatest industrial Powers, Great Britain; Iinally in 1930-
a still more important occasion, because in this case it was a 
question of the ten-yearly examination to which every Conven
tion must be subjected, and there was a forma! proposal for 
revision submitted by the Swedish Government. 

With regard, then, to the Washington Convention and the 
international regulation of hours of work in industrial under
takings, progress is being made. The Office has accomplished 
its task of inspiring legislation, and has even successfully passed 
the test of revision after the first ten years. There seems no 
doubt that· this success and the recently expressed intentions of 



Germany and Great Britain will now basten the progress of 
ratification. The task of the Organisation and the Office 
will be merely that of following up and facilitating the appli
cation of the Convention. 

HOllrs of Work 
ill Mttritilll' 

Omplltions anti 
Agittllhlrl 

The regulation of hours of work in industrial 
undertakings was urgent on account both of 
the number of workers to be protected and of 
the importance of these undertakings in 
economic and social life at the present day. 
At the same time it may perhaps be admitted 

that it was the easiest step to take on the hours question. There 
is a certain uniformity and comparability between every type of 
industrial work,and it is perhaps in such work that the two 
conceptions of presence at the work place and effective work 
(the latter being so strongly insisted upon by the employers) most 
nearly coincide. Moreover, it was in respect of industrial under
takings that the old and powerful industrial organisations were 
best able to take or support any action. 

But while industrial workers are an important factor in the 
labour world, they do not comprise the whole of labour. A mere 
glance at the latest Statistical Year Book of the League of Nations 
will show that industrial workers, including those in mines and 
quarries, constitute about u per cent. of the working population 
of the globe; workers in agriculture, fisheries and forests con
stitute about 60 per cent., and professional workers and employees. 
in commerce, banks, ports, domestic service, etc., about 18 per 
cent. It was therefore natural that the Organisation, when it had 
dealt with the regulation of hours of work in industrial under
takings in 1919, should not consider this effort to be by any 
means complete. It will be remembered that the Washington 
Convention itself made provision for a special Session of the 
Conference to be convened to study the regulation of hours 
of work in maritime occupations. This Session was held at 
Genoa in I 9~o, but succeeded in adopting only two Recommenda
tions on limitation of hours, for the fishing industry and for 
inland navigation. The question was not brought up again until 
19~9 at the Thirteenth Session of the Conference, held in Geneva, 
which was also devoted entirely to maritime work. The difficult 
conditions under which the Office then pursued its stubborn 
search for a solution will be recorded later. On the basis of a 
report by the Office, the Conference adopted a questionnaIre 
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requesting the Governments to express their opinion on the 
limitation of hours of maritime work on the principle of the 
eight-hour day and the forty-eight-hour week. Replies have been 
received from the Governments during 1930, and when they 
have been examined by a technical Conference a Session of the 
full Conference in 1931 will decide whether a Draft Convention 
should be drawn up, and, if so, in what terms. 

In the case of agricultural work, matters are not so far advanced. 
As early as 19ZI the Office considered that the question should 
be brought before the Conference, but at that time the competence 
of the Organisation to cover every branch of labour had not 
been generally admitted. The French Government in particular 
declined to recognise its competence. to deal with agricultural 
work, and the question was therefore removed from the agenda 
of the Session. Since then it has been left untouched. The com
petence of the Organisation to deal with agricultural questions 
can no l«?nger be contested, since the Permanent Court gave it& 
opinion in 19Z3. The neglect of the question is due to other 
reasons. One is, possibly, that the regulation of agricultural 
work presents difficulties which, if not insurmountable, are at 
least very special, the chief one obviously being the inequality 
in the amount of work to be done at different seasons. Another 
is, possibly, the fact of the agricultural depression at present 
raging throughout the world, which has (surely unjusdy) forced 
the question into the background. Finally, there is no doubt that 
the strength and unity of the associations of agricultural workers, 
which are smaller than those of industrial workers, are not 
sufficiendy developed to enable them to assert their claims 
and take action. In any case the question remains entirely 
one for the future. 

In the case of this category of workers, the 
Till HOIl1'J of WI1f'4 regulation of hours of work has reached the 

of Emp"'YIIJ in stage of an international Convention after 
Commit''' IIIId less than four years' work. It was in September 

Offi"J I 916 that the question was first raised by the 
International Association for Social Progress, 

which, at its first meeting held in Montreux, re .ested the 
International Labour Organisation to place on thL ~genda of 
the Conference at the earliest possible date certain questions 
concerning the conditions of work of employees, and particularly 
that of hours of work. The Association, backed up by various 
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national and international organisations of salaried employees, 
further requested the Office to prepare a study on the present 
state of the regulations for the closing of commercial establish
ments. In 19z8 the Office issued a study, restricted to European 
States, which showed that the majority of these States had already 
adopted shop-closing regulations. 

These preliminaries brought to light one fundamental question, 
namely that of the angle from which the problem of hours of 
work in commerce and offices should be studied if it were to 
be considered at all. The issue was whether the regulations 
should deal with the hours of work of "all salaried employees" 
or with the hoUrs during which shops should be open. The 
advocates of the second method desired to abolish the excessively 
long hours of work of the staff of small establishments, par
ticularly shops. That mode of settling the question would lead 
to a restriction in the hours of work not only of the employee 
but also of the small shopkeeper. The decision of the Permanent 
Court with regard to the Draft Convention on Night Work in 
Bakeries showed that such a proposal was not outside the 
competence of the Organisation. To lead shopkeepers to a 
mutual compact which they were unable to conclude on their 
own initiative really meant contributing to their own obvious 
interest and well-being. 

But when the question was raised in the Governing Body in 
1928 with a view to its being placed on the- agenda of the 
Conference, the decision taken was that the hours of work of 
salaried employees should be regulated first. The argument 
which carried the day was that such regulation would have the 
advantage of protecting more numerous bodies of workers than 
regulation on the closing of shops, quite apart from the fact_ 
that indirectly it would probably lead to shorter hours for shops. 
The question was therefore placed on the agenda of the Twelfrh 
Session of the Conference (May-June 1929) in this form. After 
a preliminary discussion, the Conference adopted a questionnaire 
to be sent to Governments, and in June 1930 the Fourteenth 
Session adopted a Draft Convention limiting the hours of work 
in commerce and offices to eight in the day and forty-eight in 
the week. 

The Convention, however, does not apply to "salaried em
ployees" as a body: The Conference declined to attempt a 
definition of a term which is so Vllgue and which has such varied 
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'meanings in dilferent languages and countries. It merely specified 
the groups of establishments to which the Convention should 
apply. The Convention pecmits the hours of work to be increased 
to ten in the day to meet the special requirements of commercial 
establishments. The hours of work so regulated are defined as 
being the time during which the employee is at the disposal of 
the employer. Exemption from the scope of the Convention is 
possible in the case of establishments in which only members of 
the employer'S family are employed, or in the case of offices in 
which the stalf is engaged in connection with the administration 
of public authority. The employer is entided to make up each 
year thirty of the hours lost by a collective stoppage of Work. 
Hours of work may be extended by permanent exception in the 
case of shops or other establishments when the nature of the 
work, the size of the population, or the number of persons 
employed makes the forty-eight-hour system'inapplicable. These 
exceptions must, however, be authorised by regulations issued 
by public authority after consultation with the organisations of 
employers and workers concerned, due account being taken of 
collective agreements, where they have been concluded by these 
organisations. Finally, hours of overtime permitted by way of 
a temporary exception must be paid for at one and a quarter 
times the normal rates. 

Three important categories of establishments are not covered 
by the Convention: hotels, restaurants and simiIar establish
ments; theatres and other places of public amusement; estab
lishments for the treatment or the cure of the sick, infirm, 
destitute or mentally unfit. Three recommendations were adopted 
requesting the States Members to carry out special enquiries 
into the conditions of work existing in these three types of 
establishments, and to communicate the results to the Inter
national Labour Office within a period of four years, so as to 
enable it to prepare a special report providing the Governing 
Body with the necessary information for deciding whether the 
question of the hours of work of the persons employed in these 
establishments should be placed on the agenda of an early Session 
of the Conference. 

This question, then, is more than half settled. There is 
already a Draft Convention covering the majority of the workers 
known as. salaried: employees. The others have grounds for 
hoping that in a few years this protective legislation will extend 
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to them if such an extension proves possible. The immediate 
task of the Office is to do all in its power to obtain ratification 
of the Draft Convention adopted, and to prepare studies with 
regard to those persons not covered by it. 

Among industrial occupations there is one 
T'" HDllf's of which has always been subject to special 

W.rk .f Miners legislation because it is particularly strenuous, 
injurious to health and perilous: that of 

underground workers. Most national legislations and collective 
agreements prescribe shorter hours of work for miners than 
for other industrial workers. It is true that miners fall within 
the . scope of the Washington Convention, but coal miners, 
arguing from precedent and the reasons lying behind ~the pre
cedent, which they maintain still hold good, have, ever since 
the Washington Convention was adopted, demanded that a 
more liberal system should be applied to them. 

The question was first laid before the Organisation in 191" 
when the. coal industry in European countries was faced with 
economic difficulties, the consequences of which threatened to . 
be extremely serious for miners and for mining companies. The 
Committee of the International Federation of Miners, at its 
meeting in Brussels on April 18th, adopted and transmitted to 
the International Labour Office a resolution pointing out that 
the differences between the conditions of work in the chief coal
producing countries intensified competition. The· remedy which 
it advocated was international uniformity in the conditions of 
work of miners, with a view to which it requested the Office to 
collect and distribute comparable data on the conditions of work 
in coal mines in the different producing countries, and especially 
on the questions of hours of work, holidays with pay and wages. 

The Governing Body instructed the Office to carry out this 
enquiry. Two years later, at the beginning of 1928, the Office 
published a volume on hours of work and wages in European 
coal mines in 1911; in 1919 a second volume gave similar data 
for 1917. With regard to hours of work, the Office enquiry 
showed that in spite of their apparent uniformity there were 
important differences from one country to another, due chiefly 
to the variety in the methods of calculating the duration of the 
shift. This showed that the Miners' Fedexation was right in 
stressing the differences in hours of work. 

In the meantime, the coal crisis was becoming more severe 
I. L.U. H 
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and its international character more marked., More and more 
international solutions of an economic or social nature were 
being advocated to deal with it. 

In .19Z8, two important workers' organisations, the Inter
national Federation of Minen already referred to and the Inter
national Congress of Christian Minen' Trade Unions, req~~ed 
the League of Nations and the International Labour Organisation 
to take urgent measures to arrive at a practical solution. ·l'he 
Council of the League instructed its Economic Committ~e to 
study the coal problem as a whole and requested the Office to 
continue its examination of the social aspects. 

At its Tenth Session in September 1929, the Assembly of the 
League of Nations, after hearing a ,report by Mr. Graham, 
President of the British Board of Trade, on the subject of the 
international crisis in the coal industry and the necessity for 
finding remedies of an international -chamoter for this crisis, 
adopted a resolution proposed by the British and French delega
tions, inviting the Governing Body of the International Labour 
Office to consider "the advisability of convening at an early 
date a Preparatory Technical Conference consisting of repre
sentatives of the Governments, employers and workers of the 
principal coal-producing countries of Europe, in order to advise 
it as to what questions relating to conditions of employment in 
coal mines might best be included in the agenda of the Inter
national Labour Conference of· 1930 with a view to arriving at 
practical international agreement." The Council of the League 
endoned the resolution of the Assembly, which was then 
transmitted to the Governing Body of the International Labour 
Office', which decided to convene for January 6th, 1930, the 
Preparatory Technical Conference suggested by the Assembly 
of the League. The Governments invited to take part were those 
of the following countries: Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, 
France, Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands, Poland- and 
Spain. 

The 'Preparatory Technical Conference, thus composld, and 
including three representatives of each of the nine countries. 
mentioned above (one for the Government, one for mine-owners 
and one for workers), was held in Geneva from January 6th to 
18th, 1930. It had to consider questions concerning hours of 
work, wages and other conditions of employment in coal mines, 
and its main purpose was to suggest to the Governing Body 
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which of these 'l.uestions it Considered could most 'usefully . be 
placed on the agenda of the next Session of the International 
Labour Conference with a view to arriving at an international 
agreement. The only question which it recommended for this 
purpose was that of hours of work. Taking as the basis for dis
cussipn the preliminary text of a Draft Convention on hours 
of work in coal mines prepared by ¢e Office, the Conference 
the{l gave quite definite, if not complete, suggestions as to the 
form which such a Draft Conventioll might take. 

On :february ,th, 1930, the Governing Body decided to place 
on the agenda of the next Session of the Conference aune 1930) 
the question of hours of work in coal mines. That Conference!, 
realising the urgency of the problem and observing. that the 
work of the Preparatory Technical Conference had thrown light 
on many points on which international regulation was possible, 
decided to treat the question as if it were already the second 
discussion. The Draft Convention prepared by the competent 
committee and approved by the preliminary vote of the Con
ference applied only to hard-coal mines; it fixed the time to be 
spent in the mine at 7 hours 4' minutes per day yrithout any 
possibility of overtime for economic reasons and with provision 
for a possible further reduction in hours of work within a period 
of three years from the date on which the Convention came 
into force. The Convention was to come into force when ratified 
by the following countries: Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, 
Germany, Great Britain, the Netherlands and Poland. The 
question of hours of work in the lignite industry was referred 
to the 193 I Conference. When the final vote was taken there 
were 70 for and 40 against the Draft Convention, which thus 
did not obtain the necessary two-thirds majority as the result . 
of the abstention of certain States, including Germany, this 
abstention arising out of the rejection of an amendment per
mitting a certain amount of overtime for economic reasons. 
The Conference immediately decided, however, to place the 
questidn on the agenda of the Conference for the 1931 Session. 

Such is the present position of the question of hours of work 
'tor the International Labour Organisation. The question was 
solved ten years ago for industrial workers, subject to ratifica
tions, which are a matter for the sovereign rights of States; it 
was solved in 1930 for the majority of salaried employees; it is 
on the way to solution for seamen and miners; it has not yet 
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been dealt with either in studies or, II fortiori, by the Conference 
in the case of agricultural workers, with regard to whom it is 
entirely a question for the future. 

II. THE WEEKLY REST AND HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 

Those who instituted the eight-hour day did" so not merely 
in order to prevent the worker from being 'overworked l!nd 
his health thereby endangered; they had another and perhaps 
higher aim, namely, to give him sufficient leisure for physical 
recreation and for mental culture; in short, for life as a human 
being. This is the double aim of two measures for the protection 
of the worker which also deal with hours of work: the weekly 
rest and the institution of annual holidays with pay. 

One of the general principles laid down in 
The W"k{y Rlst Article 4Z7 of the Treaty pf Peace for guiding 

the policy of the League of Nations is "the 
adoption of "a weekly rest of at least twenty-four hours, which 
should include Sunday wherever practicable." At th'e very first 
Session of the Conference at Washington in 1919 the question 
of the weekly rest was raised; the principle was then considered 
as the logical complement of the regulation of weekly hours, 
and the Washington Convention implicitly accepts the principle, " 
since Article z £Xes the daily hours of work at eight and the 
weekly hours at forty-eight, thus showing that the work is 
intended to be distributed over six days, leaving the seventh 
for rest. Similarly, Article 4, which lays down a special system 
for establishments in which work is continuous, adds that "such 
regulation of the hours of work shall in no case affect any rest 
days which may be secured by the national law to the workers 
in such processes in compensation for the weekly rest day." 

In many countries, moreover, large bodies of workers in 
industry and commerce already enjoyed a weekly rest guaranteed 
by legislation, collective agreement or custom. Public opinion 
supported this and was in favour of its extension, sometimes for 
religious rather than for social reasons, in which case the weekly 
rest was intended to coincide with Sunday. • 

In 19%1 the question was placed on the agenda of the Third 
Session of the Conference, and a solution was found for workers 
in industry and transport, while a Recommendation dealt with 
the application of the weekly rest to commercial establishments, 
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The protection of industrial workers once again preceded that 
which must sooner or later be applied to all workers, no doubt 
for the same reasons as operated in the case of the eight-hour 
day. The Weekly Rest Convention provides that in all industrial 
and transport undertakings a minimum rest period of twenty-four 
consecutive hours must be granted during each working period 
of seven days; this rest should as far as possible be enjoyed at 
the same time by the whole staff of the undertaking and it must 
coincide whenever practicable with the weekly rest day conse
crated by tradition or custom in the country or district in which 
the undertaking. is situated. The same principles are laid down 
in the Recommendation referring to commercial establishments. 
This Convention has so far been ratified by seventeen States: 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Chile, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Fin1aild, 
France, Greece, India, Italy, Latvia, Luxemburg, Poland, 
Rumania, Spain, Sweden and Yugoslavia. The Recommendation 
concerning commercial establishments has been a source of 
inspiration. to a certain number of national systems of legis
lation. In many cases, indeed, the weekly rest is granted not 
only to commercial employees but also to agricultural workers, 
domestic servants and fishermen. Along these lines the Inter-

. national Labour Organisation will one day bave to follow, 
for the question has advanced rapidly since 192I for these 
groups of workers. 

Here the first step in international regulation 
Atuuuzi HoliJays has still to be taken, though the problem has 

.,ilb Pay been under discussion for some considerable 
time. At the First Session of the Conference 

in 1919 the Swedish Government Delegate expressed the hope 
that it would be placed on the agenda of a very early Session, . 
and the matter has been brought before the Governing Body 
by Government and Workers' Delegates on. several occasions 
since then. In February I~il30 the Governing Body had to con
sider it as a possible item of Conference agenda, but it failed to 
secure a place for the 193I Session. It seems probable, however, 
that it must do so soon. 

It is not a question of instituting a new practice. The custom 
of the annual paid holiday is already widespread, either in national 
legislation which is already in force or in proposed legislation. 
Provision is also made for annual holidays with pay in a number 
of collective agreements. The value of an international Con-



118 

vention on the subject would be that it would extend and con
solidate the practice. This was never more clearly shown than 
at the Preparatory Technical Conference on Conditions of Work 
in Coal Mines in January 1930; during the discussion on hours 
of work the Polish Government Delegate pointed out that th!, 
question of hours could not be separated from that of holidays, 
and that if a really equitable system of hours of work was to 
be established in every coal-producing country, then the same 
rule for annual holidays with pay for miners would have to 
apply in each case, or else provision would have to be made for 
overtime in compensation for the holidays in those countries 
where they are granted. The Preparatory Conference did not 
completely accept the reasoning of the Polish Government, 
opining that the two questions were not so closely and necessarily 
bound up with each other as was maintained. At the same time 
it pointed out to the Governing Body that the question of annual 
holidays with pay for miners was one which urgently required 
to be regulated internationally. At its Fourteenth Session, in 
June 1930, again at the suggestion of 'the Polish Government, 
the Conference adopted a resolution in favour of annual holidays 
with pay for all wage-eamers. There may be room for doubt 
as to the closeness of the logical connection between the inter
national regulation of hours of work and that of holidays with 
pay, but it is certain that the former could not but gain from the 
institution of the latter. 

This question, then, is still under discussion and in course of 
being studied. The Office has already undertaken a considerable 
amount of work. In 19% S it published a comparative study of 
national systems of legislation which granted holidays with 
pay to the workers; in 19z8 it examined the principles on which 
holidays were guaranteed to certain groups of workers in 
numerous European States by collective agreement; in 1930 
it described the regulations in force for miners; very shortly 
it will publish a complete comparative analysis of the system 
applied· to salacied employees, who are granted holidays with 
pay of shorter or longer duration in every country. Thus the 
material for building up an international Convention has already 
been got together. When the work will be put on the stocks 
depends on the future decisions of the Governing Body. 
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m. NIGHT WORK 

The number of hours during which he works is the most vital 
question for the well-being of tne worker. But the period covered 
by these hours is also an important factor, for work during the 
night, at least in the temperate zone, is more prejudicial to the 
health of the worker and to his family life than work during the 
day. The Treaty of Peace made it incumbent on the International 
Labour Organisation to suppress night work wherever possible, 
and in all other cases to regulate it, prohibit it for the weaker 
workers, that is for women and children, and ensure that 
other workers employed during the night were not so em
ployed without interruption. 

Till Emph.,flJlIII 
of Wo",,,, II11II 

CbilJr", at Night 

As early as 1906 a diplomatic Convention was 
concluded at Berne prohibiting the employ
ment of women in industry during the night. 
In this Convention, however, industrial estab
lishments employing less than ten persons or 

employing only members of one family were excluded from the 
field of application. A number of persons of experience objected 
with regard to the first of these exclusions that it was precisely 
in these small establishments employing less than ten persons 
that the conditions of work during the night were most harmful 

At its 1919 Session the Conference adopted a Draft Convention 
prohibiting the employment of women in industry during the 
night and applying to all industrial undertakings except those 
employing only members of one family. The term "night" in 
the text of the Convention means a period of at least eleven 
consecutive hours, which must include the period between 
10 p.m. and , a.m. Exemptions are gtanted in cases of for" 
lIIajellf't, interruptions which it is impossible to foresee and which· 
are not of a recurring character, work with materials subject to 
rapid deterioration when such work is necessary to preserve 
them from certain loss. In seasonal industries the duration of the 
"night" may be reduced to ten hours for sixty days in the year. 
In countries in which the climate makes work particularly 
strenuous during the day the "night" period may be shortened, 
provided that a compensatory rest is granted to the worker 
during the day. Special conditions were laid down for the appli
cation of the Convention to India and Siam. 

In 1911 the Session of the Conference which dealt chiefly· 
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with agricultural work adopted a Recommendation on the 
employment of women in agriculture during the night. This is 
much less strict, not only because it is a Recommendation, but 
also because of its terms. Agricultural work depends mainly 
on climatic and atmospheric conditions and that in certain 
climates work in the fields is impossible in the heat of the day; 
it therefore merely recommends that the States Members should 
take measUtes to regulate the employment of women during 
the night in agricultural undertakings so as to ensure a rest 
of at least nine hours, which should, wherever possible, be 
consecutive. 

This Recommendation has no history, but the Convention 
has. It is true that it has been ratified by nineteen States, but at 
the same time objections have been raised. Some of these have 
come from various women's organisations which are hostile 
to any special protection for women workers. They consider 
that this Convention and any other dealing solely with the 
employment of women may, or even does, close certain occu
pations to women. These objections will be dealt with later in 
the discussion on the desirability of and the warrant for inter
national regulations concerning the employment of women. 
Other objections have been brought forward recently in con
nection with the question of revision, which has to be con
sidered for each Convention after it has been in existence for 
ten years. The British Government Delegate on the Governing 
Body pointed out that the Convention as drafted in 1919 pre
vented women from occupying certain posts in industry which 
were perfectly suited to them, for example, in small provincial 
electric power stations employing a small staff. The Swedish 
Government Delegate objected to the definition of "night" as 
including the period between 10 p.m. and S a.m., because this 
inclusion is contrary to the geographical situation and the 
customs of Sweden. The Governing Body therefore decided 
to submit the question of revision to Governments. This is the 
only one of the Conventions voted in 1919 on which such a 
decision has been taken. But there must be no misapprehension: 
those who took the decision by no means wish to overthrow a 
Convention for the protection of women; on the contrary they 
wish to make it more effective in the future. 

Here, again, it will be noted that only industrial under
takings are covered by this Convention. 
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AnotheJ: Convention prohibiting night work in industrial 
undertakings was adopted at Washington in 1919 for the 
benefit of children and young persons under eighteen years of 
age. In the case of this Convention theJ:e has been no criticism 
and no proposal for revision, and it has been ratified by twenty
one States. Its provisions are similar to those ·of the Convention 
conCeJ:ning women, the only special feature being that in certain 
continuous process industries the minimum age for the employ
ment of children during the night is sixteen years. 

Night Work 
in Baktriu 

There is one industty in which night work is 
not due to continuous work, but has become 
the rule through long custom: this is the 
baking industty. For a long time certain 

sections of public opinion protested vehemendy against this 
custom, which is not based on any inevitable necessity, but 
merely on the selfish desire of the consumer to have fresh bread 
in the morning, and which is at the same time very prejudicial 
to the health of the baker and to his enjoyment of family life. 
During the past forty years night work in bakeries was pro
hibited in a certain number of countries, and the War may be 
said to have accelerated the movement, because the necessity for 
economising wheat and flour led to prohibiting the sale of new 
bread, which is more easily consumed. When peace came, 
many of the measures taken in this direction were repealed by 
law with litde or no protest from public Opinio!l. 

It seemed an opportune moment for agreeing to an international 
Convention prohibiting night work in bakeries. At the Third 
Session of the InteJ:national Labour Conference in 19ZI, eight 
Government delegates and four workers' delegates submitted 
a resolution to this effect, which was adopted by the Conference. 
The Governing Body placed the question on the agenda of the 
Sixth Session of the ConfeJ:ence in 19z4, and at the Seventh 
Session in 1 9z" after a second discussion, a Draft Convention 
was adopted prohibiting any person engaged in the manufacture 
of bread in bakeries from working during the night, that is to 
say, for a peJ:iod of at least seven consecutive hours, which must 
include the hours between II p.m. and , a.m. This latteJ: period 
could be altered to between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. when the climate 
or the season of the year made such a change desirable. 

Up to the present the Convention has been ratified only by 
Bulgaria, Cuba, Estonia, Finland aod Luxemburg. The com-
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petent authoriti~ have recommended ratification in Coiombia, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Greece, Latvia, the Nether
lands, Poland and Uruguay. 

It has already been pointed out that this Convention raised 
a point of law which had to be settled by the Permanent Court 
of Ioteroational Justice. The Convention prohibited night work 
for all persons engaged in the manufacture of bread, thus in
cluding the employer. The employers' organisations protested 
and asked the Court whether the Ioternational Labour Organisa
tion was competent to draft and propose regulations con
cerning the personal work of the employer. The Court replied 
that the Organisation was competent to draw up and to propose 
legislation which, in order to protect certain classes of workers, 
also regulated incidentally the same work when performed by 
the employer himself. That is a decision which, in its import 
and possible extensions, goes far beyond the case of bakers, 
important as that case may be. 

IV. INDUSTR.IA.L HYGIENE 

The Preamble to Part XIII of the Treaty mentions among the 
essential tasks of the Ioternational Labour Organisation the 
protection of workers against general and occupational diseases 
and industrial accidents. This is an immense field, which is con
stantly growing and changing with the development of working 
conditions and production methods. A danger which formerly 
menaced the workers' health may be abolished by a change in 
technique, while some other danger may arise. Moreover, all 
these dangers are not equally urgent or equally easy to remove; 
in such a vast field progress must be made by gradual stages. 

The Organisation attacked this difficult and complicated task 
without losing time. At its first Session in Washington, the 
Conference' discussed an industrial hygiene topic. The Office 
has from the beginning had an Iodustrial Hygiene Service, This 
has beea small, and even to-ciay numbers only six officials, of 
whom three are doctors. The principal task of this Service has 
been to establish contact with associations and persons engaged 
in the work of industrial medicine in every country and ensure 
the necessary collaboration. The months immediately following 
the institution of the Service were almost entirely devoted to 
rebuilding'lInd extending this international scientific collabora-
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tion which had been largely destroyed by the War, and for 
which the experts in some of the former belligerent countries 
were not always particularly enthusiastic, or which they preferred 
to delay for a certain period. The matter was urgent, because 
the Conference had decided at its Washington Session to place 
certain questions of industrial hygiene on the agenda of the 
Third Session in 1921. Thanks to the assistance of experts in 
countries which had been neutral during the War, and to the 
relations which the Office's technical adviser had established 
with the majority of specialists, either through the International 
Commission for the Study of Occupational Diseases set up at 
Milan in 1906,' or through the technical committees of the 
International Association for Labour Legislation, a fust con
sultation of specialists was hdd in Geneva a few days before 
the Third Session opened. 

This was in embryo the Advisory Committee on Industrial 
Hygiene which the Conference of 1919 had wished to establish. 
The Committee itsdf was created soon afterwards. Its members 
are consulted by correspondence, but every year a certain 
number of them are convened to discuss certain questions of 
industrial hygiene on which they are particularly competent, 
selected by the Governing Body at the suggestion of the Office. 
. The work thus initiated has been continued without inter

ruption. This work has comprised the discussion of special 
and general questions at the Conference, studies by the Advisory 
Committee, and publications by the Office. 

In 1919 the Conference adopted a Recom
QIIIStioIU tiu/I with mendation requesting the Governments of 

by t!Jf Confrrrnu the States Members to ratify as soon as 
possible the diplomatic Convention drawn up. 

at Berne in 1906 prohibiting the use of white phosphorus in 
match faclories. The Organisation thus decided to take over a 
Convention prepared by its predecessors, without waiting for 
technical studies on which to base fresh decisions. Since 19[9 
the Beme Convention has been ratified by fifteen States, and 
there is no doubt that the Washington Recommendation has 
been an important factor in this success. 

Another 1919 Recommendation referred to the prohibition 
of the employment of women and children in any industry 
dealing with lead oXide, which is a source of lead poisoning. 
The same Session of the Conference also placed on the agenda 
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of its Third S;~sion, to be held in 19ZI, the prohibition of the 
use of white lead in painting, and the disinfection of wool 
infected with anthrax spores. 

The white lead question was regulated by a Draft Convention 
in 19ZI. According to this Convention, every member of the 
Organisation undertakes to prohibit the use of white lead, lead 
sulphate, or any products containing these pigments, in interior 
painting work in buildings, with the exception of railway 
stations and industrial undertakings in which the use of these 
substances is declared to be necessary by the competent authori
ties after consulting the organisations of employers and workers. 
These provisions were not to apply to artistic painting or line 
lining. It was further forbidden to employ young persons under 
eighteen years of age or women on industrial painting work 
involving the use of these substances. Finally, in the case of 
work for which the use of these substances'was permitted, the 
States Members which ratify the Convention undertake to regulate 
their use in accordance with a certain number of principles laid 
down in the Convention. 

So far the White Lead Convention has been ratified by nine
teen States; some of the most important industrial powers are 
on . the point of ratifying, and their example will certainly 
encourage others; and in any case will involve the complete 
application of the Convention by many States whose ratification 
is at present conditional. Few Conventions, with the exception 
of the Eight-Hour Day Convention, have given rise to such 
high feeling and such high words. The Convention has met 
with numerous adversaries who would have preferred a series 
of regulations and preventive measures rather than complete 
prohibition. In point of fact, however, it would seem that the 
preventive measures adopted in certain systems of national 
legislation have not been- successful, and that the method of 
prohibition laid down in the Convention will have to be adopted., 
Since the Convention has begun to take e1I'ect the classic examples 
of large-scale lead poisoning have gradually disappeared. There 
are, however, still many cases on a small scale which are due to 
the use of lead. This is the explanation of the Office studies 
on lead poisoning in the two industries which seem to be 
most seriously affected: the manufacture of enamels and metal 
enamelling .!Uld the manufacture of accumulators. 

Anthrax infection coming from wool infected with anthrax 



. Conditions of W:':k 
• 

spores is a danger not only' to wool-workers, 'lirid particularly 
those employed on wool pulling, but also to workers on hides 
and skins, and even, although less severely, to those mani
pulating bones, horns, hoofs, and animal hair. When the Inter
national Labour Conference dealt with the question in 19ZI, 
it endeavoured to consider it as a whole. It came to the con
clusion that sufficient data were not available for a Convention 
or even a Recommendation. A temporary Committee was set 
up to examine the whole question of occupational anthrax. 
This Committee met in London in 19zz, and drafted a series of 
recommendations adopted by the Conference in 1923. On this 
basis the International Labour Office, in collaboration with the 
Health Committee of the League of Nations, set up !l Mixed 
Committee for studying the best means of disinfecting hides and 
skins. So far laboratory research has given encouraging results, 
but it does not yet seem possible to apply these results in 
industrial practice. In the meantime the Office submitted to its 
Industrial Hygiene Committee in 1930 draft regulations for the 
protection of workers engaged in the transport or manipulation 
of hides and skins; the Committee has discussed the matter, 
and the draft will shortly be submitted to the Governing Body 
which, if it approves, will publish it. Similar regulations will 
then be drawn up for the transport and manipulation of bones, 
horns, hoofs and animal hair. Since it does not seem possible 

. at the moment to abolish the source of the danger, the 
Organisation is thus concentrating on preventing the spread 
of infection. 

The Governing Body placed on the agenda of the Seventh 
Session' of the Conference in 1921 the question of workmen's 
compensation for accidents. In certain countries, particularly 
Great Britain, a single phrase, "workmen's compensation," covers . 
compensation for industrial accidents and for occupational 
diseases, which are assimilated to accidents. For this reason 
the Governing Body decided to place both questions on the 
agenda, probably with a view to two separate Conventions. 
Moreover, public opinion demanded legislation on both points, 
and the Convention on compensation for industrial diseases 
was adopted without difficulty. Under this Convention the 
States which ratify undertake "to provide that compensation 
shall be payable to. workmen incapacitated by occupational 
diseases or, in case of death from such disease, to their dependants, 
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in accordance witli. the general principles of the nationallegislati~n 
)'elating to compensation for industrial accidents." This Con
vention has now been ratified by nineteen countries. 

The most important feature of the Convention is the definition . 
of "occupational diseases." The Committee of the Conference 
which had to prepare the Draft Convention spent much time on 
endeavouring to find a definition, but without success. It finally 
decided, as did the Conference, and as many States had pre
viously done in their national legislation, to enumerate in a 
schedule those diseases for which compensation should be 
granted as occupational diseases. This list contains three items, 
namely, two diseases--lead poisoning and mercury poisoning, 
and an infection--llDthrax infection. It .has been suggested that 
this is a very Darrow field. The objection is justified, but at the 
same time these three items cover on an average between 80 and 
86 per cent. of the cases of diseases.recognised as being of 
occupational origin. Moreover, the Convention provides that 
the list can be revi$ed and extended by the Conference at 
a future Session. The Industrial Hygiene Committee of the 
Office has already twice examined the list, in 19~6 and 19~8, 
with a view to its extension. 

In the sphere of industrial hygiene more than 
SPINal SI1IIIiIJ in any other the work of the Organisation 

is based on a science which has only recently 
started. The Office Service, with the support of the specialists 
on the Committee, has therefore had to do all in its power to 
encourage the progress of this science by choosing the most 
urgent questions for discussion-the most widespread and 
most harmful diseases, the use of the most dangerous substances 
and the hygiene of certain particularly sensitive organs of the 
human body. These studies have occupied the attention of the 
Office since I 9~ 5, the last year in which an industrial hygiene 
question was dealt with by the Conference. 

The diseases studied have been silicosis and cancer. The former 
of these is a dangerous disease of the respiratory organs caused 
by silicious dust. The workers' organisations submitted 'the 
question to the Office at an early date. A questionnaire was 
sent to specialists in 19z4, and in 19z9 the Office's technical 
adviser secured the placing of this. question on the agenda of 
the Fourth International Congress on Occupational Diseases 
at Lyons •. Partly under the impulse of these events a number of 
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studies are being undertaken in Belgium, France, Germany and 
Italy. At the suggestion and with the financial assistance of the 
South Mrican Bureau of Mines, which is particularly interested 

. in the question because of the ravages of silicosis in that country, 
a meeting of experts was convened for Johannesburg in August 
1930 to study it thoroughly. 

This Conference, composed mainly of experts, adopted a 
serles of resolutions which the Office bas sent to the Govern
ments concerned. Further, in accordance with the wishes of 
the Conference, the Office will undertake research with a view 
to reaching agreement on II uniform terminology and a uniform 
radiographic technique for discovering silicosis; ensure the 
co-ordination of the scientific studies undertaken by various 
institutions, and collect additional information as regards the 
incidence and development of the disease and the investigation 
of rehabilitation schemes. At the request of the British Governc 
ment delegate on the Governing Body, the Office will collect 
information and inform the States concerned as to the measures 
taken in different countries for the classification of silicosis as 
an occupational disease and the use of apparatus for absorbing 
dust, which is one of the principal factors in the spread of the 
disease. 

In the case of cancer, the Office is naturally concerned mainly 
with occupational cancer, and particularly cancer of the skin. 
Enquiries carried out by the Health Committee- of the League 
showed the seriousness of this occupational cancer, and a Mixed 
Sub-committee, consisting of members of the Health Com
mittee and the Committee on Industrial Hygiene of the Office, 
instructed the Office to carry out an enquiry. This bas already 
progressed sufficiently to show the danger of cancer involved 
in the use of certain industrial substances, more particularly the 
by-products of tar. The information collected and arranged by 
the -Office will be published shortly along with that collected 
by the Health Committee of the League with regard to cancer 
among the Schneeberg workers. 

Other Office studies into the effects of certain substances 
employed in industry on the health of the workers cannot be 
recorded here in detail. It must suffice to mention some of the 
more characteristic ones: that on the employment of lead tetra
ethyl in motor spirit; on the employment of alcohol ether in the 
artificial silk industry; on the use of radio-active substances in 
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watch-making; on the effects of benzene in many chemical 

. industries, and on the dangers to the eye of the "sunlights" 
used in cinema studios. 

The eye is one of the particularly delicate organs of the body 
which the Office has studied. In 1923 it published a work 
entitled The: Proteftion oj Eye-sight in Intlst.stry, dealing with the 
influence of bad conditio,!" of natural and artilicial lighting on 
the eye. In 1930 a study was published on colour-vision tests 
as applied to railwaymen and seamen. 

Another subject which has been studied is muscular fatigue. 
In collaboration with the associations dealing with. industrial 
fatigue in France, Germany and Great Britain, the Office has 
attempted to cast light on the highly controversial question of 
the limitation of weights which have to be lifted, carried, pushed 
or dragged. The first results seemed to be based on theoretical 
rather than practical considerations, whereas the purpose of the 
study was a practical one. The Office set up a Sub-Committee 
of its Industrial Hygiene Committee to study fatigue and asked 
it when making its report to consider the question from the 
point of view of repeated effort, and not of a single exceptional 
effort, because the worker is not concerned with athletics or 
sport, but with the repeated lifting, carrying, or dragging of 
heavy objects. The study is still being carried out, and in 1929 

. the International Labour Conference dealt with the problem, 
but adjourned its examination until the studies had produced 
practical conclusions. It may be hoped that this will be the 
case at an early date, because although the use of cranes and 
hoisting apparatus is spreading and making the problem much 
less acute in the case of transport workers and dockers, it is 
nevertheless true that the problem still exists for workers in 
the foodstuffs industry, agriculture and .even a large number 
of factories. 

Under modern working conditions, muscular fatigue is not 
the only fatigue to which the worker is exposed; there is 
also nervous fatigue, which, in this age. of rationalisation 
and mechanisation, may result from the speed, intensity or 
even the monotony of the movements required of a manual 
'W orker. The problem is dealt with later in connection with 
the more general problem of the relation between the health 
and output of the worker and a system of rationalisation, 
whether good or bad. 
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The questions raised by the International 
wlI,raJ Sftltliu Labour Organisation and the studies under-

taken, however numerous, do not exhaust' 
the field of industrial hygiene and industrial medicine. As long 
as the International Labour Office exists it will have problems 
of this kind to solve. There are an immense number of such 
problems not yet dealt with, and fresh ones are constantly 
being raised by technical advances. There' are also some 
questions touching the whole field of industrial hygiene and 
medicine. 

One of those problems requires consideration apart from any 
international Conventions which may be adopted or any specific 
measures which may be taken for the protection of the workers' 
health: it is the organisation in every country of a medical 
inspection service capable of supervising the application of 
Conventions and the execution of such measures. Inl 9 1 9 the 
Conference adopted a Recommendation asking Governments to 
create a special service for protecting the health of the workers 
which would supplement the work of factory inspection. In this 
connection the Office prepared a report for the Fourth Session 
of the Conference in 1921, which had to study the question of 
factory inspection. A Recommendation was adopted on the 
latter point, but the question of the medical inspection of labour 
was adjourned. It was taken up again later when, in 1916, at a. 
meeting held in DUsseldorf, the Committee on Industrial Hygiene 
considered reports on the position in various countries given 
by officials in charge of the Medical Labour Inspection Services; 
these reports were subsequently published by the Office. Systems 
of medical inspection will sooner or later have to be generally 
adopted and organised, but an adeqUate staff must be found . 
with the necessary competence and experience to take charge 
of them. Therein lies the value of the international exchanges of 
doctors instituted by the Health Section of the League of 
Nations; on two occasions, in 191' and 19'9, the Industrial 
Hygiene Service of the International Labour Office was invited 
to organise these exchanges, and on these occasions the subject 
studied was medical institutions dealing with labour. 

This would seem to be the beginning of a comprehensive 
eJfort towards training the staff of these institutions, which will 
one day have to supervise and organise the complete protection 
of the health of the workers. This protection presupposes not 
LL~ I 
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only certain special heal~ regulations for each industry, but also 
agreement as to more general rules applying to all undertakings, 
all occupations and all workers. The Office has attempted to 
draft such general rules under the title of "A Standard Code of 
Industrial Hygiene." These are not regulations which may one 
day be embodied in an international Convention, but a collection 
of general but quite definite precepts which may be taken as 
guiding principles for the legislation of those countries where 
no such regulations at present exist. In May 1930 the Com
mittee on Industrial Hygiene established the basis of these 
regulations, and it has requested the Industrial Hygiene Service 
of the Office to draft them, with the assistance of a special com
mittee of four experts. They will be. published and sent to 
Governments, probably in the course of 193 I. 

It has already been pointed out that the programme of 
industrial hygiene of the Organisation could be extended to an 
infinite degree. The essential point is to regulate as soon as pos
sible the most urgent and easiest questions. There is no doubt 
that the support of the experts of the Committee on Industrial 
Hygiene is extremely useful for pointing out these questions, 
but the Committee since its first meeting has expressed the hope 
that the Office would undertake certain studies which have not 
yet been attempted. These desues will help to guide the Office 
in its future work. In I9ZI the Committee adopted resolutions 
with regard to health conditions and occupational diseases 
among transport and railway workers and on the pathological 
effects of carbon monoxide; in 1916 resolutions on the protection 
of women workers before and ~ter cbildbiIth and on the 
institution of a periodical medical examination in certain 
unhealthy establishments; in 1918 on the extension of the schedule 
of occupational diseases given in the Convention of 191,. 

Tin En&ytl4p.JiIl 
of Imlmlrittl 

1fJu-

This brief review of the work of the Office 
with regard to industrial hygiene shows that 
that work is e.ncyelopocdic in its nature. It can 
be carried out only through permanent 
contact with the experts on the Industrial 

Hygiene Committee and with other international institutions 
working in the Cause of health, such as the Health Committee 
of the League of Nations, the International Committee on 
Industrial.,Medicine, the Hygiene Service of the League of Red 
Cross Societies, the Union of National Associations of Medical 
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Inspectors of Labour and many others. The task will be a long 
one and progress slow and gradual. The Office therefore decided 
that, in order to bring home to itself and to experts, and still 
more to employers and workers, the immensity and urgency of 
the task, it was desirable to examine the position by collecting 
a compendium of a popular and analytical nature, with no claim 
to original scientific value, of all the important data on the 
dangers which threaten the health of the workers in different 
industries. This led to the publication of Ottllpatioll ami Health, 
which is an encycloplCdia of hygiene, pathology and social wel
fare. This publication carries out a Resolution adopted by the 
Conference at itS 1919 Session, requesting the Hygiene Service 
to draw up an international list of unhealthy industries. There 
are in fact very few industries which are unhealthy in them" 
selves. There are, however, numerous industries, if not all, in 
which under certain conditions, dealing with certain products, 
working up certain materials or living in certain premises heated, 
lighted or ventilated in a certain way, the worker finds himself 
exposed to avoidable dangers to his health. The encyclopredia 
describes these conditions and these dangers, as well as the 
methods adopted or suggested for eliminating them. In preparing 
it the Office has had the assistance of ninety-five collaborators 
belonging to fifteen different countries. The work is now almost 
complete; it comprises 400 articles (about 2,joo pages) published 
in parts, which will be collected to form two· volumes. The 
first volume has appeared; a number of parts of the seconl!! 
volume have also been published, and the whole work will be 
completed in 1931. 

v. THE PREVENTION OF INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS 

When the International Labour Organisation was sct up the 
question of accident prevention was in the grip of one of the 
most revolutionary changes which have overtaken it since it 
first arose in the industrial world. The doctrines on the subject 
which had been accepted in Europe for more than half a century 
and which were based on the principle of the protection of the 
worker by the public authorities were being attacked by a new 
doctrine born in the United States and known as "Safety First," 
according to which the worker himself is the essential factor 
in his own protection against industrial accidents. No account 
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of the work of the Organisation in this sphere would be complete 
if it did not take account of and examine this fact. 

In Europe the principle that workers should be 
Bllropean amJ protected against accidents was recognised 

Amlritafl DottrilllJ and applied long before the idea of compulsory 
acciden1> insurance was accepted. The pro

tection then given consisted solely in a number of regulations 
which the public authorities compelled employers to observe. 
At that time the majority of industrial accidents were attributed 
to the development of machinery, and it was therefore natural 
that the public authorities should intervene and supervise the 
degree of "safety" of the machines, so that suitable protective 
devices could be made compulsory where required. Thus, the 
methods of accident prevention which were generally in force 
were of an administrative and technical character. It would be 
unjust to condemn them as ineffective, since in Germany, for 
instance, in spite of the enormous development of machinery 
during the last forty years, the proportion of industrial accidents 
due to machines has remained the same: % j per cent. of the total 
number of industrial accidents for which compensation was paid. 
This proportion in itself shows that the spread of machinery 
cannot be held responsible for all industrial accidents. 

The American doctrine of "Safety First" came into being in 
the early twentieth century. For a long time the doctrine of 
social protection according to which the worker is entitled to 
compensation for an industrial accident was not applied in 
United States legislation. Now numerous States in that huge 
federation have made the employer legally responsible for the 
payment of compensation. The employer theteupon insured 
himself, and the possibility of having to pay large sums drew 
the attention of insurance companies and employers to the 
problem. In this way the systematic struggle against industrial 
accidents began. The double principle was soon established 
that an industrial accident is as costly for the worker, who loses 
the whole or part of his capacity for employment, as for the 
employer and the insurance companies which have to pay com
pensation, and that, in the second place, at least three-quarters of 
industrial accidents are not due to any fault or lack of protection 
in the machine which the worker has to manage, but to the faulty 
manner i~ which he carries out his task. This led to the sugges
tion that those who' restricted the work of accident prevention 
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to technical regulations were on the wrong' track. and that 
what was necessary was to inspire in the worker and in the 
employer the will to avoid accidents. while at the same time giving 
them by appropriate training the means of carrying out their 
resolve: Safety First. 

The Organisation did not feel called upon to choose between 
these two theories. each of which contains part of the truth 
and each of which has given valuable results in practice. It 
thought it more reasonable and more useful to accept both. 
since they are not irreconcilable. 

The ideal course of accident prevention 
TIM F_tioll oj. might be briefly outlined in the following 
tIM Orgtlllisatioll· manner. An industry arises which uses a 

certain appliance. and the manufacturers believe 
that its use is perfecdy safe. When it is used accidents occur. 
Public opinion and the authorities are stirred to action. and 
it is decided to make notification compulsory for all such 
machines in use. Statistics show the number of machines and the 
number of accidents to which they give rise during a given 
period. The Government inspectors make a report on the 
apparerit causes of the accidents. and the employers who use 
them. the manufacturers who construct them and scientific 
institutes carry out studies with a view to making them harmless. 
If a protective device is found necessary its use is made com
pulsory by order of the authorities. and the Government officials 
ensure the application of this rule. If. on the other hand. the 
enquiry shows that it is not the appliance which is at fault. but 
the manner in which the workers use it. then it is a question for 
propaganda and instruction. both of which should be applied 
to all those concerned in production: employers. managers and . 
workers. 

Where is there an opportunity for effective action by the 
International Labour Organisation in this scheme? In the first 
place it can study national methods of technique. propaganda 
and instruction. recommending those which seem best. It can . 
take all the necessary steps to facilitate an exchange of infor
mation between States, between' occupational groups. between 
technical experts. Fina1ly and above all it can help in the 
general movement for international agreement by which 
Governments can be led to encourage the work of accident 
prevention within their countries. 
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Three Sessions of the Conference have devoted 
part of their attention to accident prevention: 
the Fifth in 1923, the Eleventh in J9zB and 
the Twelfth in 1929. In addition to seven 

different resolutions on the subject, these conferences adopted 
two Draft Conventions and five Recommendations. The Draft 
Conventions deal with the protection against accidents of workers 
employed in loading or unloading ships and the marking of 
the weight on heavy packages transported by vessels (1929)' 

The five Recommendations deal with the general principles 
for th~ organisation of a system of inspection to secure the 
enforcement of the laws and regulations for the protection of 
the workers (1913); the prevention of industrial accidents in 
general; the responsibility for safety devices of those who sell or 
buy power-driven machinery; reciprocity as regards the protection 
against accidents of workers employed in lOading or unloading 
ships; the consultation of workers' and employers' organisations 
in the drawing up of regulations dealing with the safety of these 
workers. 

There is no necessity to analyse all these texts here. Attention 
may be directed to the first Draft Convention and the first two 
Recommendations mentioned because their texts show patti
cularly clearly the services which the Organisation can render 
with regard to accident prevention and the methods which it 
can employ to this end. 

It is obvious that a factory inspection service 
FM/Dry In.tj>«tiOIl is useful not only for the prevention of 

accidents. but also for various other purposes 
connected with the legal protection of the workers. but up to 
the present the Office's studies and enquiries have considered 
chiefly, indeed almost exclusively, -the services rendered by 
factory inspectors in the prevention of accidents. The conditions 
of engagement of factory inspection staff and the organisation 
of such staff depend chiefly on accident prevention require
ments, lind an inspection service which can adequately carry out 
prevention work will be able to do all the other work required 
of it. The Recommendation ot 1923 urging States Members to 
take all possible steps to organise a factory inspection service 
deals chiefly with the need for accident prevention, while the 
importan~. Recommendation of 1929 on accident prevention 
stresses the importance of factory inspection. 



This Recommendation, which might almost, 
TM without exaggeration, be called the gospel of 

RltotrltrlllUitzlilJll the Organisation on accident prevention, shows 
of I9z9 that the Conference fully realised the great 

value of private initiative, that is of the Safety 
First movement. The Recommendation invites States Members 
to encourage this movement by all means in their power and 
to undertake all possible research work concerning industrial 
accidents, their causes and the accompanying circumstances. 
It also draws attention to the importance of accident statistics, 
which cannot provide complete and comparable data unless 
governed by legal provisions. It further advocates certain pro
paganda measures and instruction methods for giving the workers 
the will and the power to avoid accidents by frank collaboration 
with their employer in the cause of industrial safety. The 
Recommendation does not conceal the fact that these spontaneous 
forces, if granted full play, will be more effective than any 
compulsory measures, however carefully they may be planned. 
It even appeals to insurance institutions and companies for 
their co-operation in the work of accident prevention and 
particularly for support of the Safety First movement, urging 
them to "take into account in assessing the premium for an 
undertaking the measures taken therein for the protection of 
the workers." 

At the same time the Recommendation states that "any 
effective system of accident prevention should rest on the basIS 
of statutory requirements ensuring an adequate standard of 
safety." Public authorities should prescribe and supervise the 
equipnient of the undertaking from the point of view of safety, 
the training of the workers in safety methods and the periodical. 
examination of the premises to ensure that they are constructed 
in a manner compatible with safety. Officials of the inspection 
service should be empowered to give orders in particular cases 
to the employer as to the steps to be taken by him to fuliil his 
obligations, subject to a right of appeal to higher adminis
trative authorities. The Recommendation thus entrusts these 
officials with an onerous and delicate task and one which implies 
co-operation by the workers, because the Recommendation 
provides for the appointment of workers not only to the safety 
committees, but also "to positions in the official inspection 
service.itt 
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The Draft Convention adopted in 1929 for 
the protection of workers employed in loading 
and unloading ships is extremely technical and 
will not be analysed in detail here. One of its 
special provisions should, however, be noted, 

because it is the first of the type which has been adopted by the 
Organisation and may form .. precedent for the future. The 
text of this Draft Convention insists on the necessity for ade
quate supervision of the application of these provisions in 
countries which have ratified. Fear was expressed that maay 
States will find it difficult to draft national regulations which 
can be applied in their ports and which are in complete conformity 
with the provisions of the Convention, the technical requirements 
of which are somewhat complicated and difficult. For this 
reason the Conference, in a special Resolution, requested the 
Governing Body to set up a technical committee to prepare, 
on the basis of the Draft Convention, standard regulations for 
the protection of dock workers which might guide the States 
Members in drafting their national regulations and would ensure 
their being in harmony with the principles of the Convention 
which they had ratified. 

Accident prevention, like industrial hygiene, 
Th, Ojfi,,' s ShNiiu must be based on a scientific study of facts. 

In this case such study is particularly complex 
because it comprises the technology of engineering, chemistry, 
statistics, physiology and even psychology. This means that the 
Office's Safety Service, which is quite small, would be quite 
unable to advance this science and must therefore seek rather 
to stimulate and too-ordinate its progress ilnd make known the 
results. 

The Safety Service was instituted in 1921 and spent its first 
years in preparing items on the agenda of the 1923 and 192' 
Sessions of the Conference which direcdy concerned it. 

The 192' Session had to deal with conditions of work in 
mechanieal and automatic glass-works, questions on which the 
Conference took no decision. The field was, however, mapped 
out and explored. In 192' the Governing Body gave the Safety 
Service the assistance of a committee of experts, which was 
originally a sub-committee of the Correspondence Committee 
on Industrial Hygiene. but has since 1930 been independent. 
This Comriiittee originally met every two years, but it now meets 
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annually, dealing on each occasion with certain questions placed 
on its agenda by the Governing Body. On each of these questions 
it appoints a Reporter who prepares a draft plan of study, which, 
after being discussed by the Committee, is amended by the 
author and the Office and published by the latter. In this way the 
Office has published studies on the prevention of accidents in 
the use of chains, hydro-extractors and presses; a fourth study 
is at present being made on the use of acetylene. 

The scientific work of the Office itself has consisted chiefly 
in preparing for the Sessions of the Conference mentioned 
above, and collecting and distributing information of interest on 
various aspects of accident prevention. Since 19z1 the Safety 
Service has had its bi-monthly review, the IlIdmlriai Safely SlII'IJty, 
which publishes original articles on special questions, reports 
on the work of some fifty industrial safety associations, institu
tions and museums, information concerning safety legislation, 
etc., and a certain number of official reports. The Office has also 
published a preIiminary study on the methods of compiling 
accident statistics, but this study is far from exhausting the 
subject, which is one of the most difficult and most complex 
in the whole field of statistics. Y ct, until exactly comparable 
numerical data are available showing the frequency and gravity 
of industrial accidents, their causes and the preceding and 
accompanying factors, there can be no certainty as to the countries 
and the industries in which accident preventionis most efficiendy 
organised, what examples should be followed and what should 
be avoided. This must be one of the future tasks of the Organisa
tion. There are, however, others. On the basis of the general 
Recollimendation on accident prevention adopted in 1929, it 
would appear to be in the interests of the Organisation to continue 
along the road on which it set out in the same year when 
adopting two special Conventions for the protection of dock 
workers and for marking the weight on heavy packages-'ol 
difficult road, but one offering vast possibilities. The desire for 
accident prevention must be general and must animate all systems 
of legislation, all employers and all employees. But at the same 
time the methods of applying it to different forms of w~rk 
must necessarily vary. The types of employment which require 
to be most urgendy dealt with either by the Office or by the 
Conference itself would seem to be work in mines, the pro
duction and use of acetylene, the fitting up and working of high 
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tension electrical installations, railway coupling and the worl< 
of professional motor drivers. These are mere indications oj 
some of the questions suggested in various quarters, on whicb 
indeed international action has already been taken. In 1930, fOI 
example, the Office convened the first meeting, to be followed 
by a second in 193 I, of a Committee of Experts for examining 
the possibility of introducing automatic coupling on European 
railways. In continuing this work this Committee will take into 
consideration the observations made by the International Union 
of Railways. 

The field of accident prevention is immense, for there is 
always the possibility that con!1nued technical development 
may at any time bring to light fresh p~oblems, the solution of 
which will be more urgent that any of those mentioned. The 
important thing for the Office is to have at its disposal infor
mation which is constantly kept up to date and to keep in close 
touch with all the experts and scientists dealing with accident 
prevention, and with the organisations of employers and workers 
directly concerned. 

VI. EMpLOYMENT OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN 

The Preamble to Part XIII states that the International Labour 
Organisation must deal with the "protection of children, young 
persons and women." 

The authors of Part XIII cannot be said to 
P'IlI"""! have introduced anything new in this field. 

Many States inaugurated their national systems 
of labour legislation by Acts on the employment of women and 
children, while international labour legislation when it first 
began to take shape, before the Organisation came into being, 
directed its initial efforts towards protecting women and children. 
Large-scale industry started in Great Britain, and it was in this 
country that the cruel conditions which it involved for women 
and children were first brought to light. The' British Act of 
January 6th, 1844-in the middle of the nincteenth century, 
a period at which the full liberty of the individual to dispose of 
his services was still accepted as an inviolable dogma-pro
hibited the employment of women in industry during the night. 
During the ·second half of the nineteenth century_Prussia, France, 
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Switzerland, Austria, Russia, Sweden, Norway, the Netherlands 
and Belgium followed the example of Great Britain. With 
regard to children, as early as 180~ the British Parliament, at the 
instigation of Six Robert Peel, passed an Act. abolishing night 
work for them, and in 1819 a further Act. made the provisions 
still stricter. Legislation for the protection of children continued 
to progress in many countries up to the end of the nineteenth 
century. In 1905 the first of the two diplomatic Conferences at 
Berne, which attempted to formulate international labour 
legislation, adopted a Convention prohibiting night work for 
women, while in 191J the second adopted a Draft Convention 
prohibiting tlie employment of young persons in industry 
during the night. For a long time also the protection of women 
before and after childbiIth had been urgently demanded. 

Thus, when the International Labour Organisation came into 
being, the way had to some extent already been cleared and had 
merely to be followed. Up to the present that is practically all 
that the Organisation has done, but the time will soon come 
when it must prepare to strike out in new directions. 

At its FiIst Session in Washington the Con
EmpltJY1II1II1 of ference had on its agenda, together with 

WOIIIIII the basic question of hours of work, cer-
tain questions particularIy affecting women 

workers: the employment of women in industry during the 
night, the employment of women before and after childbiIth 
and the employment of women in so-called unhealthy industries. 

We have seen that in 1919 a Convention was adopted pro
hibiting night work of women in industry. 4s has already been 
stated, the Governing Body of the Office recently discussed the 
revision of this Convention with the intention not of decreasing 
the protection at present granted to women workers, but of 
enabling fresh ratifications to be added to the nineteen which 
have already been registered. It should be noted that of these 
nineteen ratifications, thirteen are by European States, while 
in five other European States the competent authorities have 
recommended ratification. It may therefore be said that the Con
vention has already been accepted by all the States of Europe, 
which is certainly by far the most important continent from the 
point of view of the employment of women in factories. 

The Washington-Conference also adopted a Draft Convention 
on the employment of women before and after childbiIth, the 
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prov1Sl0ns of which apply, without distinction of age or 
nationality, to all women, married or not, employed in any 
industrial or commercial undertaking, with the exception of 
those employing only members of one family. A period of six 
weeks' rest is granted before childbirth and a compulsory rest 
of six weeks afterwards. It is further provided that the woman 
worker shall be paid benefits "sufficient" for the full and healthy 
maintenance of herself and her child, provided either out of 
public funds or by means of a system of insurance. It will be 
noted that the Convention carefully avoids making the employer 
responsible, lest the possibility of having to pay these benefits 
might prevent him from employing women, particularly married 
women. Moreover, it is made illegal to dismiss a woman worker 
who is absent under these conditions, and adequate time is 
allowed her for nursing her child. 

At the Third Session of the Conference in' I9ZI a Aecom
mendation was adopted inviting States Members to guarantee 
similar protection to women wage-earners in agriculture. These 
provisions lead towards the goal which must be aimed at, 
directly or indirectly, by any special Convention dealing with the 
employment of women, namely, the preservation of the maternal 
function. 
, This Convention has so far been ratified by eleven States only. 
Several reasons have been suggested for this lukewarm enthu
siasm for a Convention which is so much in harmony with 
long-advocated humanitarian principles. They are said to lie in 
',the text of certain clauses: the extension of protection to un
married women, the proposal to institute an insurance system, 
which might be difficult if sufficient benefits are to be granted 
to the mother and child, and possibly also the six-week period, 
which some persons consider to be too long. In any case, the 
Governing Body, on examination, decided that revision was not 
necessary. This decision is approved by those who prefer Con
ventions setting a high standard of protection, even when they 
are not ratified, to Conventions which obtain numerous ratifi
cations but set a lower standard. 

In 1919 the Conference adopted a Recommendation inviting 
the States Members to prohibit the employment of women in a 
certain number of industries known as unhealthy; these comprise 
the reduction of zinc or lead ores and the manufacture of lead 
alloys, whicli involve a risk of lead poisoning. 
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Such has been the work of the International Labour Organ
isation up to the present for the special protection of women 
workers. Particular attention has also been given to women 
in the course of some of its general activities. Obviously all 
decisions of the Conference connected with hours of work, 
unemployment, social insurance, industrial hygiene, accident 
prevention and the conditions of work of salaried employees 
are protective measures which cover working women as well as 
men. In certain of these measures the Conference has had to 
make special provision for women. 

In 1916, for example, .at the Eighth Session, when a Draft 
Convention was adopted concerning the inspection of emigrants 
on board ship, the Conference supplemented the Convention 
by a Recommendation requesting that special measures should 
be taken for safeguarding women and girls who were migrating. 
Similarly, at the Eleventh Session in 1918, when dealing with 
the very complex question of the living wage, the Conference 
adopted a Draft Convention on minimum-wage~fixing machinery 
in those industries which were inadequately organised, and 
particularly in home-working trades, and in this connection 
it did not forget that women constitute the bulk of the persons 
employed in the latter group. Hence a Recommendation was 
adopted pointing out to States Members the necessity of devoting 
special attention to trades or parts of trades in which women 
are ordinarily employed. Measures were suggested for asso
ciating women in the operation of the wage-fixing machinery, 
and the principle of equal remuneration for work of equal value, 
irrespective of sex, which was already laid down in the Peace 
TreatY, was recalled and its application recommended to Govern
ments when fixing minimum rates of wages. 

The work of the Organisation for the special protection of 
women has been approved by the majority of women's organisa
tions, and particularly by all the organisations of women 
workers, which contain the persons directly interested in this 
work. Certain women's organisations have protested against 
the Office's activities on the ground that they obviously accen
tuated the relatively unfavourable situation of women workers 
as compared with men and even closed certain industries to 
them. This question will be discussed later in dealing with the 
relations of the Office with outside institutions and associations. 
It will suffice to repeat here what was said above, that all special 
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'protection for women workers must, if it is to be true to its 
end, be based on the necessity for avoiding the serious conse
quences, often extending to future generations, of the physio
logical injuries which certain types of unhealthy or trying .con
ditions of work may cause to women, or, in short, for pro
tecting the maternal function. Any protective measure which 
aimed solely at restricting the scope of employment for women 
without being inspired by the above considerations would 
constitute an infringement of the principle of the equality of 
the sexes referred to several times in Part xm of the Treaty 
of Peace. 

This de£nite and limited task does not exhaust international 
effort on behalf of women workers. At. its Twelfth Session in 
1929 the Conference adopted a resolution to the eH:ect that an 
international agreement should be arrived at for prohibiting 
the employment of women in underground work in those few 
countries where it is still pertnirted. The Office is at present 
studying the legislative position on this question in different 
countries. This study was begun in connection with the enquiry 
into conditions of work in coal mines instituted in 19';' and 
extended in 1930 on the occasion of the Preparatory Technical 
Conference. 

The Office has recently also undertaken an enquiry into 
conditions of work in the chief textile industries. It is a well
known fact that the majority of the workers in these industries 
are women; practically everywhere they constitute two-thirds 
of the total, and in Italy as much as 77 per cent. The method 
chosen by the Office, with the approval of a special commirtee 
appointed by the Governing Body, provides that all the informa
tion collected should make a distinction between data referting 
to men, to women, and to children, so that ample material will 
be provided for consideration and perhaps for international 
decisions with regard to conditions of work for women. No 
doubt the study of the maximum weight of loads, to which 
the Office has for several years been giving artention, will also 
lead to particular conclusions concerning the female organism. 
There is probably not one of the Office's studies which has not 
to give special consideration to the employment of women, 
with a. view to improving their conditions, not to restricting 
their chanc~s of employment. A general comparative study is 
at present being made of the regulation of women's work in 



various countries, which will also doubtless provide material 
for reftection and action. 

The International Labour Conference first 
Till EmplbJ, .. ,d dealt with the employment of children at its " 

oj Cbiltintl First Session in Washington. Article 427 of 
the Treaty of Peace mentioned among the 

urgent tasks of the International Labour Organisation" "the 
abolition of child labour and the imposition of such limitations 

• on the labour of young persons as shall permit the continuation 
of their education and assure their proper physical development." 

A Convention adopted at Washington fixed the minimum age 
for the employment of children in industry at fourteen years. 
This Convention had been ratified by eigbteen States on 
January 1st, 1931. In 1910 another Draft Convention fixed "the 
same age for the admission of children to maritime work, and a 
third fixed the age for admission to work in the stokeholds of 
ships at sixteen years. These Conventions have obtained twenty
two and twenty-one ratifications respectively-figures which 
are relatively much higher than the eighteen ratifications men
tioned in connection with the first Convention if account is taken 
of the number of maritime States among the Members of the 
Organisation. In 1913 a fourth Draft Convention fixed the age for 
the admission of children to agricultural work at fourteen years; 
this Convention however differed from the first in that it made 
provision for a number of exceptions and special arrangements, 
which can be explained by the special characteristics of agri
cultural work, and in particu1ar its seasonal nature. This Con
vention has so far been ratified by twelve States. 

It is perhaps doubtful whether the success of the first three 
of these Conventions is a matter for unqualified satisfaction. It" 
may merely indicate that the Conventions did not aim high 
enough, and that their ratification involved practically no change 
in national custom even where that custom was quite unsatis
factory. It may indeed be asked whether the limit of fourteen 
years of age meets the demands of modem social life. Has a 
child completed its physical development at the age of fourteen? 
Has it acquired all the knowledge and all the education which 
will enable it to live a complete human life in this modem world? 

This is the first question raised by the 1919 Convention, and 
the Office is preparing to reply to it by carrying out two studies; 
the first will deal with the present state of natiooal legislation 
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on the minimum age for the admission of children to industry, 
and the second will discuss the possibilities of complying' with 
a resolution adopted by the Fourteenth Session of the Con
ference in 1930, which requested the Governing Body to con
sider means of giving future workers in their youth the necessary 
education so as to make accessible to them later the whole field of 
science, letters and art and equip them for a "really human life." 

This raises a second question. The reason for not admitting 
a child too early to remunerative employment is that its physical 
development is not yet complete; moreover, the period of 
childhood ought to be the period of school attendance if the 
future worker is to have every opportunity of developing his 
adult personality to the full Now if compulsory school attendance 
does not last until the moment when the child is admitted to 
employment there is an interval during which children, unable 
'to be either at school or in the workshop, are left to their own 
devices, without supervision or education or earnings, and 
exposed to the "dangers of the street." The International Labour 
Office has recognised the importance of this question by beginning 
an enquiry into the period of compulsory school attendance in 
dilferent countries; it will receive the assistance of the inter
national Bureau of Education, which has its headquarters in 
Geneva. The results of this study will show whether the 
Organisation, in order to ensure the success of its decisions on 
the minimum age for admission to employment, should not 
endeavour to have the school age in every country raised to a 
point whiq will harmonise with these decisions. 

The Conventions already adopted on the minimum age for 
the admission of children to employment cover a very large 
range of occupations. Those which still remain outside the scope 
of international regulation are some in which children are 
employed with special frequency, namely, shop and office work 
and in general all non-industrial urban occupations, including 
hotels, restaurants, cafes, theatres, cinemas and other places 
of entertainment. Many of these occupations--some have to be 
carried on partly at least in the street-can be clearly harmful 
both to the health and morals of children. The Governing Body 
was therefore justified in placing on the agenda of the Fifteenth 
Session of the Conference, to be held in 193 I, the question of the 
minimum age for the admission of children to this wide group 
of occupations. 
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Thus during its first ten years of existence the Organisation 

has maintained to the impetus given in 1919 by the Peace 
Treaty and by the First Session of the Conference, and has 
concentrated its efforts on behalf of children to regulating the 
age for their admission to different types of employment. Age, 
however, is not the only factor to be considered. Even if the 
upward limit of compulsory school attendance were raised to 
sixteen years-which is far from being the case-the adolescent 
worker ought not be left to himself after leaving school, for . 
at that age he is still a minor, legally, physically and intellectu
ally, and requires protection in many directions. He must be 
protected, for example, against fatigue, which is particularly 
dangerous between fourteen and eighteen years, when the physi
cal organism is still growing, and against industrial accidents, 
which the young worker is less able to avoid than the adult. 
Special regulations on hours of work (and not only on the number 
of hours but also on their distribution) ought to be considered 
for young workers, as well as special measures for decreasing 
the risk of industrial accidents. It would also seem desirable to 
prohibit or regulate their employment in occupations recognised 
as dangerous or unhealthy or immoral and to organise their 
work in such a way that they can continue their intellectual 
education and become capable of enjoying human life to the full. 
This task, like the task of protecting women workers, has a 
single aim, namely, that the employment of women or young 
persons should not under any circumstances endanger either 
before birth or during the period of growth the well-being of 
the future man. 

I. L. 0. 



CHAPTER n 

SOCIAL INSURANCE 

PUBLIC opinion--even pre-War public opinion-ana tneueaty 
of Peace have dictated all the enquiries and activities of the first 
decade of the International Labour Organisation described 
above. With regard to social insurance its work is original. 

The wage-earner has to distribute his small 
S.titllllUllrtlM, IlIIfi and precarious wages over an existence whose 
,''' Wtlgl-BIlnur hazards are uuknown. He lives under the con-

stant threat of risks which, if they materialise, 
will stop his work and deprive him of his wages, the only source 
of income for himself and his family: industrial accidents, general 
or occupational diseases, invalidity, old age, early death, or 
unemployment. To remedy this insecurity, these risks must be 
covered. This cannot be done by the worker himself. All he can 
do is. to accumulate savings, which are of little value until after a. 
long and uninterrupted period of employment and remunera
tion, whereas danger threatens him every day of his life. Social 
relief is also of little value, because it takes eJfect only after the 
event. Social insurance alone can cover the wage-earner against 
all the risks which threaten his working and living conditions, 
and guarantee him a. certain &mount of economic security. 

It is in the general interests of society to abolish the insecurity 
of the wage-earner. Since it is impossible for him to make pro
vision, and since the absence of such provision may have evil 
consequences for society a.s a whole, it becomes the duty of 
society to make provision for all its members. Insurance must be 
made compulsory by law and the individual must be forced to 
insure. The principle of compulsory insurance is gradually re
placing .that of optional insurance and its social function is being 
extended. 

Originally the function of insurance consisted merely in com
pensa.ting the worker for the materialisation of certain risks 
by granting large or small benefits to those who had suffered. 
The second stage was to make good the injury rather than to 
pay compensation, but even that stage has now. been passed. 
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The third stage which has been reached is that insurance takes 
part in preventive work so as to avoid the risk wherever possible 
and maintain working capacity. It endeavours to deal with the 
malady at its roots and not merely with its consequences. 
. The principle that every wage-earner should be protected by 

insurance is gaining ground not only in European countries but 
"also in a great number of oversea countries. Every economic 
system; even that of the United States, is gradually adopting 
insurance for meeting the insecurity in the position of the wage
earner. In less than fifty years social insurance has conquered 
Europe and is well on the way to conquering the world; 

This chapter will outline the position in 1919 and the early 
work of the International Labour Organisation, and will then 
proceed to discuss the way in which the insurance problem has 
in general been dealt with and advanced by the Organisation in 
the course of its first ten years' activities, finally giving an indi
cation of the position in 1930, which has partly been the result 
of those activities. 

I •. THE lmERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION AND THE 

PROBLEM OF SOCIAL INSURANCB (191!)-1921) 

The Position 
ill I9I9 

The first large-scale application of social 
insurance was the work of Bismarck in Ger
many. Within a period of seven years, from 
1883 to 1889, he gave that country sickness 

insuranc.e, accident insurance, invalidity insurance and old-age 
pensions. Other countries followed this example with hesitation 
and to a limited extent. Austria. instituted sickness insurance in . 
188&, followed later by Hungary and in the beginning of the 
twentieth century by Luxemburg, Norway, Serbia, Great Britain, 
Rumania and Russia. In the case of old-age and invalidity in
surance the German example found no imitator for a quarter of 
a century; a few years before the War France passed an Act on 
pensions for workers and peasants; a similar Act was adopted 
in the Netherlands, and general insurance was established in 
Sweden. Although the principle of the recognition of an industrial 
accident as an occupational risk and the right to compensation 
even where the employer was not proved to be at fault, was 
admitted before the War in the legislation of practically every 
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industrial State, its application had not then given rise to com
pulsory accident insurance except in Central and Northern 
Europe. When the War interfered with the movement its extent 
and organisation were far from reflecting the conception of social 
insurance as a single social institution for covering the wage
earner against all occupational and social risks. 

The state at which national legislation had 
The P,an Treaty arrived when it was brought to a standstill by 

the War did not suggest that public or official 
opinion had any organic conception of social insurance as a 
corollary to the industrial system. The same is true of Part XllI 
of the Peace Treaty. The Preamble certainly states that the Inter
national Labour Organisation is set up to improve the position 
of the wage-earner, and in particular to protect him "against sick
ness, disease and injury arising out of his employment," and later, 
by means of "provision for old age -and injury." This enume
ration, like all the others in the Preamble, is intended merely 
as a suggestion and an example; it is neither complete nor co
ordinated. It mentions certain risks and the necessity for covering 
them, but it merely places the risks and the covering methods 
side by side without uniting them into a single or even a uniform 
system for ensuring the physical and economic protection of the 
wage-arners against every risk to which they are exposed by 
their working and living conditions. . 

In spite of the great economic depression 
The FirJI which followed the War, beginning with 

P.JI-Wat' y,at'J under-production and proceeding to under-
consumption and involving monetary inflation 

and the collapse of several currencies, the progress of legislation 
on social insurance was resumed with fresh force immediately 
after peace had been concluded. The countries of Central Europe 
extended the principle of compulsory sickness insurance to 
all wage-earners; the Dutch Act on old-age and survivors' 
insurance was appHed, and the compulsory principle was 
adopted in Italy and Spain, and subsequently also in Bel
gium, Denmark and Czechoslovakia. But although social insur
ance remained unaffected in countries where there had been no 
monetary crisis, and although certain particularly strong branches 
of insurance in other countries were able to stand the strain 
of inflation which revealed the defects in certain old institutions, 
the conditions were not favourable for concerted and systematic 
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international action, and indeed such a possibility was not 
mentioned in the Peace Treaty. 

It was thus quite natural for the International Labour Organi
sation during its early years to approach the problem of social 
insurance with prudence and to restrict itself to certain aspects. 

At Washington in 1919, as has been mentioned, the Draft 
Convention on the employment of women in industry and com
merce before and after childbirth referred to the part which 
might be played by insurance: during the period of authorised 
or compulsory absence the benefit to be paid to the mother was 
to be obtained either out of the public funds or by an insurance 
system. Thus, the cash benefits to women during childbirth 
under a sickness insurance or maternity insurance scheme were 
confirmed by international decision. The same suggestions were 
repeated in the 1911 Recommendation on the employment of 
women in agriculture before and after childbirth. . 

At Washington also the Conference adopte!I a Draft Conven
tion and a Recommendation on the subject of unemployment 
among workers in industry and commerce, which will be re
ferred to later and which mentioned among other things the 
establishment of a system of unemployment insurance. At Genoa 
in 19Z0 it adopted a Draft Convention on the unemployment 
benefit to be granted to seamen in case of loss or foundering of 
the ship, and a Recommendation suggesting the extension to 
seamen of the measures laid down in the 1919 Unemployment 
Convention. 

At Geneva in 19ZI, in a Draft Convention on workmen's 
compensation in agriculture, the Conference demanded the 
extension to agricultural wage-earners of the legislation on 
workmen's compensation, and in a Recommendation it invited . 
the States Members to extend to these workers the benefit of the 
legislation on insurance against sickness, invalidity, old age and 
other similar social risks in industry and commerce. In this case 
no formal decision was taken, nor was a minimum standard of 
protection for the worker established, but the principle was at 
least laid down that agricultural wage-earners should be covered 
by social insurance in the same way as all other groups. 

In the meantime the general economic system, although 
shaken (and for a long time), was settling down, and the monetary 
crisis was being overcome. Out of the discussions on the subject 
of insurance at the 1919, 19z0 and 1911 Sessions a doctrine was 
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gradually taking form. The how: seemed to have come for deal
ing with the problem as a whole and drawing up a programme of 
international legislation on social insurance. 

n. INTERNATIONAL REGULATIONS ON SOCIAL INSURANCE' 

In 1914 the Governing Body requested the 
A ProJ!l'al1ll1l. of Office to submit to the Seventh Session of the 
SltItfy allti MiDII Conference in 1915 a report on the general 

problems of social insurance, with a view to 
obtaining definite information as to the direction in which the 
Organisation should work and the order in which diJl'erent in
surance questions should be treated at later Sessions. The Office, 
after consulting a certain number of members of its Correspon
dence Committee on Social Insurance, prepared a report of this 
nature, which was examined and discussed by the Conference. 
The order in which the diJl'erent questions should be placed on 
its agenda and the lines of a programme for studies and publica
tions were thereupon fixed by the Conference. 

Further the Conference in a Resolution defined the place of 
social insurance in the economic and social structure of the 
world : "A system of labour regulation, if true to the principle of 
social justice, must secure the effective protection of the workers 
against risks endangering their livelihood or that of their 
families. . • • This protection can best be obtained by means of 
the establishment of a system of social insurance granting clearly 
defined rights to the beneficiaries." This profession of faith was 
to be immediately translated into practical action and into a pro
gramme for the future work of the Organisation. The Conference 
invited the Governing Body to place on the agenda of early 
Sessions the question of sickness insurance and invalidity, old
age and survivors' insurance, while the questions of workmen's 
compensation for accidents and compensation for occupational 
diseases were already on the agenda of the '925 Session. 

At this Session the Office submitted, in addition to its 
report on the general problems of insurance, a comparative 
analysis of the national systems of legislation on workmen's 
compensation for accidents, occupational diseases, sickness 
insurance and unemployment insurance. The Conference re
quested the Office to continue the collection and distribution of 
such information for every branch of social insurance and to 
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extend its studies to the results obtained by the al'plication 
of such legislation in different countries and different branches 
of industry. A programme of action and study was thus laid 
down for the Organisation. 

Workll",1 s 
C'III}1f1sation 
for hridtnts 

The same iml'ortant Session of 19z, saw the 
adoption by the Conference of two Draft 
Conventions and three Recommendations con
cerning compensation for industrial accidents. 

The first Draft Convention is of funda
mental importance. It provides that the basic principle of occu
pational risk set forth in legislation on workmen's compensation 
and accident insurance should cover all workers, employees and 
apprentices employed by any enterprise, undertaking or estab
lishment, whether public or private, irrespective of its nature, 
its size or the degree of risk involved. The only persons who 
may be excluded are out-workers, the members of the employer's 
family working with him, and persons whose employment is of 
a casual nature. The compensation due in the case of a fatal 
accident or one involving permanent incapacity must be given 
in the form of periodical payments; in exceptional cases it may 
be paid in whole or in part in the form of a lump sum if the 
competent authorities are satisfied that such sum will be properly 
utilised. The compensation due for incapacity must be paid not 
later than as from the fifth day after the accident; the benefits 
should include cash compensation and such medical, surgical 
and pharmaceutical aid as is recognised to be necessary in conse
quence of the accident, as well as the supply and normal renewal 
of the requisite artificial limbs and surgical appliances. 

For the purpose of guaranteeing the payment of these benefits, 
the Conference was not completely satisfied with the old system 
of ranking claims as privileged in insolvency, but at the same 
time it could not say that a compulsory system of insurance was 
the only sure guarantee. It therefore left it to national legislations 
to· decide the method of guaranteeing payments most suitable to 
special national conditions. 

These regulations do not apply to agriculture. The 19ZI Con
vention previously mentioned provides, however, that wage
earners in agriculture shall be covered by any general legislation 
on workmen's compensation. Thus, in States which have ratified 
the 19ZI and 19z5 Conventions landworkers enjoy the benefit 
of the compensation provided for industrial workers. 
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Neither of these Conventions cont~ provisions regarding 
the amount of benefit. It was so difficult to reach agreement on 
this point that the Conference decided merely to give certain 
indications and not to lay down imperative rules. It therefore 
adopted a Recommendation dealing with the minimum scale of 
compensation: in the case of total incapacity it should be equal 
to two-thirds of annual earnings for permanent. and to two
thirds of the weekly or daily wage for temporary, incapacity; in 
the case of partial incapacity, to that fraction of the compensation 
due for total incapacity which corresponds to the degree of loss 
of earning capacity. The Recommendation also contains certain 
suggestions as to compensation in a lump sum, the supplement 
to be granted to injured persons who require the constant help 
of another person, and the question of dependants: husband or 
wife, children under eighteen years of age, and in certain cases 
ascendants, grandchildren, brothers and sisters. 

Another Recommendation of the 19% i Conference deals with 
jurisdiction in disputes on workmen's compensation; these 
should be submitted to special tribunals or arbitration boards 
which should include, with or without the addition of regular 
judges, an equal number of employers' and workers' representa
tives appointed to act as adjudicators. 

The second Draft Convention adopted in 19% S, which is 
followed by a Recommendation for its application, binds every 
State Member which ratifies the Convention to grant to the 
nationals of any other Member which shall have ratified, who 
suffer personal injury due to industrial accidents happening in its 
territory, the same terms in respect of workmen's compensation as it 
grants to its own nationals, without any condition as to residence. 

At present the Convention on workmen's compensation has 
been ratified by eleven States, and the Convention on equality of 
treatment for foreigners by twenty-seven. 

The question of sickness insurance was placed 
Sici'IIIJr on the agenda of the Conference for its Tenth 
In_an" Session in 19% 7. The Office collected complete 

information on national systems of legislation 
for compulsory or optional insurance. The discussion led to the 
adoption of two parallel Draft Conventions on sickness insur
ance, one for workers in industry and commerce and the other 
for those in agriculture. These Conventions bind the States 
which ratify to institute 'compulsory sickness insurance for wage
earners and guarantee the latter sickness benefit for the first 



twenty-six weeks of incapacity, as well as medical and pharma
ceutical aid from the beginning of their illness until at least the 
expiry of the period laid down for the payment of benefit. It is 
left to national legislation to determine the amount of the cash 
benefit; it may also authorise or prescribe the granting of medical 
aid to members of the insured person~s family. Sickness insurance 
is to be administered by self-governing institutions under the 
supervision of the competent public authority. The insured per
sons and their employers should share in providing the financial 
resources of the sickness insurance system. 

These are the minimum conditions laid down by the two 
Conventions for every sickness insurance system. In addition, in 
order to enable States to benefit by the experience already gained, 
a long Recommendation lays down the general principles which 
have been fouod in practice most efficacious for the reasonable 
and equitable application of sickness insurance. This Recom
mendation is in some sort a statement of the policy of the Organi
sation on sickness insurance, containing, as it does, instructions 
and suggestions for determining the amount of the benefit 
according to the wages of the sufferer and his family responsi
bilities, the improvement of benefits in kind, the organisation of 
the medical service, the co-operation of insurance institutions in 
the prevention. of sickness, and the desirability of making the 
organisation of insurance more effective by concentrating action 
on a territorial basis. Even the most advanced systems of sickness 
insurance can profit substantially by studying the principles of 
this Recommendation, which deals with the three functions of a 
complete modem system of sickness insurance: compensation, 
cure and prevention. 

It has already been remarked that of thes~ three functions the 
last is the most recent and may become the most important, as 
was shown by the discussion of the committee of experts in 1916. 
The preventive role of sickness insurance and its share in 
combating social diseases have been studied jointly by the Inter
national Labour Organisation and the Health Organisation of 
the League of Nations. The aim of these studies is to draw up, if 
possible, a general plan for co-ordinating all the preventive work 
of health services and social insurance institutions. Important 
enquiries have already been completed and many preliminary 
decisions taken, which, if confirmed by the enquiries at I'resent 
being carried out, will help to extend and render more effective 
the work of protecting the health of the workers. 
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So fat eight States have ratified the Sickness Insurance Con
vention for workers in industry and commerce and four the 
Convention for agricultural workers. 

III/)fliitiity, 
Oltl-Ag, ami 

SlIf'IIiIIorr 

There is so far no international system of 
invalidity, old-age and survivors' insurance, 
but the principle has already been accepted by 
the Organisation on several occasions. The 
Preamble to Part xm of the Treaty expressly 
mentions "provision for old age and injury" ; 

the Seventh Session of the Conference in I92S adopted a Resolu
tion inviting the Governing Body to place the question on the 
agenda of an eatly Session; the invitation was repeated at the 
Tenth Session in 1927 with the further resolution that the Con
ference, either previously or at the same time, should be called 
upon to consider the question of the niaintenance of pension 
rights for workers moving from one country to another. 

It has merely been the feat of overburdening the agenda of 
the Sessions and the desire to give the Office time for thorough 
technical preparation (which is being carried out and is proving 
particularly difficult) that have up to the present led the Governing 
Body to postpone its decision; this will, however, doubtless be 
taken in the -near future. As it is, the principle which has been 
accepted and set forth has already proved an inspiration for 
actiqn, as will be seen later. 

The regulation of social insurance in the international sphere 
is still incomplete. Based on those principles in national systems 
which have best stood the test of time, it is a synthesis of all the 
characteristic trends of the insurance movement. It stimulates 
States to fresh progress and prevents any tendency to slip back. 
It is the point round which the national movements ate co
ordinating their progress slowly or occasionally with rapidity, as 
is proved by the history of the last few yeatS. 

m. THE PRESENT PosmON OP SOCIAL INSURANCE 

D""lopmtnf 
from 

I9110 to I930 

In 1920 the number of systems of social 
insurance covering all physical risks was ex
tremely small. Only two important industrial 
countries, Germany and Great Britain, had 
protected the wage-earners of all occupations 

against sickness, invalidity and old age. Elsewhere social insur
ance, if it existed, covered only one risk or one section of 
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the wage-earners. That was th~ position in Europe; outside 
Europe there was nothing. 

Between 1920 and 1930 the extension of social insurance OVer 
the European continent has been uninterrupted, overcoming all 
opposition and all doubts. The following list, although incom
plete, is impressive: in Austria, old-age pensions (1927) and the 
extension of compulsory sickness and accident insurance to 
agricultural workers (1928); in Belgium, old-age and survivors' 
pensions (1920); in Bulgaria, compulsory insurance against sick
ness, invalidity, old age and accidents (1924); in Czechoslovakia, 
general application of compulsory sickness insurance and insti
tution of invalidity, old-age and survivors' insurance (1926); 
reform of pensions insurance for salaried employees (1929); in 
France, compulsory sickness, invalidity, old-age and survivors'. 
insurance for wage-earners in all occupations (1930); in Great 
Britain, compulsory pensions and survivors' insurance (1925 and' 
1928); in Hungary, old-age, invalidity and survivors' insurance 
for wage-earners in industry and commerce (1929); in Italy, 
insurance against invalidity and old age (1923), against tuber
culosis (1928) and institution of a sickness insurance fund for 
commercial employees as the first step towards corporative 
sickness insurance (1929); in the Netherlands, compulsory sick
ness insurance for wage-earners in all occupations ~1930); in 
Poland compulsory sickness insurance in a uniform scheme for 
the whole country! (1920). extension of accidep.t insurance (1924) 
and institution of pensions insurance for salaried employees 
throughout the whole country (1928). 

The following examples refer to reforms which have been 
decided upon but have not come into force, or Bills which 
are under discussion at the time of writing: in Australia, a Bill 
for compulsory insurance against sickness, invalidity and old 
age; in Austria, an Act passed but not yet in force concerning 
invalidity and survivors' insurance for workers in all occupa
tions; in Belgium, Bills for compulsory sickness and invalidity 
insurance; in Denmark, a Bill for general insurance against sick
ness, invalidity and old age; in Poland, a Bill for the general 
organisation of social insurance, and for invalidity, old-age and 
survivors' insurance for worloers; in Rumania, a Bill for the 
reform and unification of sickness and accident insurance; in 
South Mrica, a Bill for compulsory insurance against sickness, 
invalidity and old age; in Switzerland, a Federal Act, not yet in 
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force, concerning general compulsory insurance against old age 
and for survivors. 

This partial list suffices to show that the universal application 
of social insurance is no longer merely an item in a programme; 
it is an accomplished fact. The position of social insurance in the 
economic and social organisation of communities is steadily 
growing in importance, as can be seen by the increased budgetary 
provisions, the extension of its functions, the growing number of 
beneficiaries and the more active intervention of the insurance 
institutions over longer periods. Sufficient proof can be found in 
the progress made since 1913 by the German insurance system, 
which is the largest and most highly developed of its kind. From 
that date to 19z9 its income has been more than trebled, rising 
from 1,37'0 to 4,700 million marks in the sickness, accident, 
invalidity, old-age and survivors·' branches (including salaried 
employees' insurance), and to as much as ',SooJlrillions if unem
ployment insurance is included. This sum represents I S per cent. 
of the wages of the insured persons, I I per cent. of the total 
wages paid, and 8 per cent. of the national income. These funds 
have to provide subsistence for a multitude of unemployed and 
supply four million pensions (fWo million old-age and invalidity 
pensions, over a million widows' and orphans' pensions, and 
almost a million accident pensions). The sickness branch has to 
provide medieal aid and maintenance to an average of 81,,000 
sufferers, not counting the members of the fanrilies of insured 
persons who claim medieal attention. 

The movement is everywhere the same, even if not so strongly 
marked. There is no doubt that the application of the insurance 
principle is more or less rapid and thorough according to the 
needs and capacities of each national economic system and the 
accepted principles of politieal and social organisation. But in 
spite of all differences, the movement is extremely homogeneous 
in every nation. In the main there are the same trends, which 
seem to be inspired largely by the results of the international 
discussions described above. A few of these trends in the dif
ferent branches of insurance may be mentioned here. 

T ,.,nJ.r of Ib, 
M.,,'I1t,nl 

The general acceptance of the principle of 
occupational risks and its application to the 
wage-earners of every occupation required by 
the fWo Conventions of 1921 and 19z S are 

now accomplished facts, not only in the States which have ratified 
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these Conventions, but also in a great number of others which 
have conformed to them or are bringing their legislation into 
harmony. 

The same is true of the rules laid down in the 1 9~' Convention 
for estimating benefit: payment in the form of pensions of the 
compensation due in case of death or permanent incapacity; 
medical, surgical and pharmaceutical aid and the supply -of arti
ficial limbs. Similarly the principles contained in the Recom
mendation of 19~' concerning the fixing of the compensation in 
proportion to the wages of the victim, the extension of the circle 
of his dependants in case of death, and occupational rehabilita
tion have been largely applied in practice. 

On another very inIportant point, equality of treatment for 
foreign workers, which was dealt with in the second Convention 
adopted in 191" great progress has been made. Twenty-seven 
States have ratified the Convention-<l record figure. 

The most inIportant rule in the two Conventions of 1917 on 
sickness insurance is that which applies the benefit of such 
insurance to all persons engaged in any occupation in virtue of 
a contract of service. This rule has been included in the most 
inIportant Bills introduced or Acts passed in recent years: the 
French Social Insurance Act, the Netherlands Insurance Act, 
the Belgian Sickness and Invalidity Insurance Bills, and the 
Italian plan for corporative sickness insurance. 

The same is true of the extension of sickness insurance to 
members of the insured person's family. As a result the latter 
really become insured persons receiving medical and pharma
ceutical aid. 

The same holds good for the predominance of curative and 
preventive work over the work of compensation, which is s~ 
forth or suggested in the Conventions and the Recommendation 
of 1927, and in particular for the suggestion that insurance insti
rutions should co-operate in the work of preventing social 
diseases and furthering the health of the people. 

In the case of invalidity, old-age and survivors' insurance, 
national legislation is ahead of international regulations, which 
are still in course of being srudied. Insurance legislation for 
invalidity, old age or survivors is already applied in a number 
of countries. In this case the aims have not been suggested by 
the International Labour Organisation, but the latter may obtain 
suggestions from the national legislations. The chief tendencies 
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seem to be in favour of a reduction of the waiting period, a 
lowering of the retiring age and the substitution of pensions for 
lump sums for survivors. 

The International Labour Organisation has 
Th. T ",k of' had its share in the remarkable development 
Ih, FI,M' of social insurance during the last ten years. 

Despite their recent origin, the guiding prin
ciples of its Conventions and Recommendations have penetrated 
into mtionallegislations, helping to improve them or sometimes 
to create them. Quite apart from the defuUte commitments of 
the States which have ratified, the Conventions adopted by the 
Conference, by the mere fact of their being adopted and being 
international, prove a common desire for social insurance wbich 
stimulates progress. 

This does not mean that the Organisation will have fulfilled 
its obligations when all the fundamental Praft Conventions on 
the subject of insurance have been adopted. If that were the case 
its !:ask might be complete in a few years. But that is far from 
being so. 

Social insurance has still a number of entirely honest advel
sarles. Their hostility is due to two reasons: they cannot see 
exactly the extent of the benefit which society can obtain from 
social insurance, and at the same time they believe that they have 
a very clear idea of what social insurance costs society. To draw 
up an exact balance-sheet of insurance would be a great under
taking worthy of States devoted to the cause of social progress 
and worthy of the International Labour Organisation. At present, 
however, evetything, or practically everything, stillrernains to be 
done in estimating either the credit or the debit of insurance. It 
is true that there is hardly any country which could dispense 
with the need for examining regu1arly the social changes brought 
about by insurance, and particu1arly those which can be shown 
by statistics: the number of insured persons and beneficiaries, the 
'income and expenditure of insurance institutions, etc. But it is 
difficult at present to obtain precise data on the quality of the 
results of social insurance as shown by a better distribution of 
the product of labour in point of time, by an improve
ment in the health of the workers, by the greater regularity of 
employment and higher output secured by curative and preventive 
action. All these benefits are proclaimed with faith and even with 
certitude, but at the moment there is no scientific proof. 
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Some day, no doubt, the International Labour Organisation, 
with the support of Governments, will have to undertake this 
task. It has not so far been asked to discover the value of social 
insurance to those who practise it, but it has been asked what it 
costs. Three years ago the British Government delegate on the 
Governing Body requested the latter to invite the Office to 
undertake a study of "social charges~' as they exist at present in 
the chief industrial States. Does the term "social charges" mean 
all the burdens assumed by a community for covering the risks 
of those who depend on the product of their labour for a liveli
hood? This definition is doubdess correct, representing as it 
does the cost of social inSurance and of social relief, or at least 
of such forms. of social relief as are sometimes still employed 
to cover the risks which are now more generally dealt with 
by insurance: industrial accidents; general and occupational 
diseases, maternity, invalidity, old age, death and unemploy
ment. Even this simple definition gives rise to one preliminary 
difficulty: is it possible by means of statistics to prepare a double 
table of the above social charges in a comparable form for all the 
chief industrial countries? 

Moreover, the request of the British Government, which was 
accepted by the Governing Body, has a twofold purpose: on 
the one hand to estimate the social charges weighing on 
production and on economic life, on the other to measure the 
standard of social protection granted by each State to its insured 
workers and to those who are covered by social relief. This 
involves It second difficulty as great as that of determining the 
exact meaning of "social charges," namely, that of defining the 
criteria to be adopted in making these calculations. 

In spite of these difficulties, the Office has set to work on this. 
task. With the help of a Committee set up by the Governing 
Body, it prepared a plan of enquiry covering Czechoslovakia, 
Germany, Great Britain and Poland. Mter strenuous elforts a 
report was submitted to the Committee last October. It must be 
admitted that the first results obtained are not in proportion to 
the effort required, but the Committee examined them with 
interest and advantage. It proposed to the Governing Body that 
the Office should be invited to publish a year-book or at least 
periodical tables of the social charges in industrial States. 

The Office will do so if requested by the Governing Body, but 
it does not wish the world to find in one of its studies ar~-
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ments against the principles maintained by the Organisation or 
a supposed proof that the cost of insurance is too heavy for the 
economic system or that the more highly devdoped a State is the 
greater its burden of debt must be. In such a study the counter
part referred to above would be lacking; even supposing that the 
cost were correctly calculated, there would be nothing to show 
the advantage gained from insurance. The International Labour 
Office is convinced that the advantages are great. For that 
reason it is proud to be closely associated in the work of the 
Organisation for the furtherance of social insurance--iL work 
which it considers particularly original and valuable and which it 
will continue to uphold with enthusiasm. 



CHAPTER ill 

LABOUR STATISTICS AND WAGES 

Among the causes of "unrest" resulting from 
Tin Nmuity for a state of "hardship and privation" referred to 
Wages Statisli&s in the Preamble to Part xm of the Treaty of 

Peace as deserving the attention of the Inter
national Labour Organisation, there figures the question of 
wages. It is true that Part xm does little more than mention 
among the most urgent tasks an effort to enforce the principle of 
equal remuneration for work of equal value. It is also true, how
ever, that the question of wages is, along with those of hours of 
work and placing in employment, one of the most important for 
the workers. The International Labour Organisation included it 
in its programme during the very first years of its existence. 

From the first also it has met with a difficulty which has not 
yet been entirely overcome. W~th regard to wages, as to every 
other question, the Organisation is aiming at an international 
solution both when collecting its information and when pre
paring decisions. The basic information must therefore be 
comparative, and the ultimate decisions must be universally 
applicable. It is therefore necessary in the first place to collect 
comparable data. 

The basis for such data are the figures for wages, which are 
expressed in national currency. National currencies differ in 
value. and even when converted to a standard value. say the 
gold standard. the figures represent different purchasing power 
and different standards of living according to the different prices 
of the commodities required for existence. Accurate and solidly 
constructed methods of comparison are therefore necessary. 
Nothing. or practically nothing. had been done in this direction 
before the Organisation came into being. 

From the outset the Organisation was faced by the problem of 
international labour statistics. and the same problem was raised 
not only in connection with wages but inevitably in connection 
with every other enquiry (as has already been noted. for instance. 
in reference to accident prevention). 
~L~ L 
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I. THE ORGANISATION AND lNnntNATIONAL LABOUR 

STATISTICS 

The study of labour statistics blought the Office face to face 
with the essential need fOI a continuous effort in the collection 
and distribution of comparable international data. During the 
eatly yeatS the collection and publication of a latge numbet of 
ligures wete less necessary than the study and criticism of existing 
national methods of statistics, with a view to theit imptovement 
and possible assimilation. 

In 19~o, when the Statistical Section of the 
First SlIPS Office was set up, the output of labour statis-

tics was fat from satisfactory. The Wat had 
disorganised many administrative bodies and had fotced them to 
cut down a cettain number of their publications; at the same 
time new States had arisen for which a system of statistics had to 
be created. During the last ten yeatS some of the national statisti
cal services have been reorganised and others instituted, so that 
to-day working conditions ate Ieflected in national statistics as 
they have nevet been before. The International Labour Organi
sation can claim a share in this very satisfactory result. 

At first the Office metdy collected and published data from 
. the chief branches of labour statistics: cost of living, prices and 

unemployment-data which wete already published periodically 
by the majority of the more important countries. At that date 
wages statistics, which ate the most important for the Organisa
tion, wete so rare and so incomplete that they could not be 
regulatly published. . 

The Office was already getting into touch - with national 
statistical setvices so as to be kept informed of their work and 
their methods. The violent price fluctuations in certain countries 
in Central Europe and their effects on the standard of living and 
social conditions of the workers were attracting great attention. 
The Office published a study covering three of the States which 
were sWfeting most sevetdy: Austria, Germany and Poland. 
This study analysed wages movements, cost of living and em
ployment ligures. The compatison of Wages and social conditions 
in general with those of the pre-Wat petiod was also a principal 
object of attention. The Office published a seties of studies on 
wages movements in dilfetent countries from 1914 to 1921, 1914 
to 1912, aI'ld 1914 to 19%', endeavouring in each case to show 
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the variation in "real wages," that is, in the purchasing power 
and standard of living of the workers. No comparison between 
various countries was attempted, for it was impossible. 

More and more, however, it came to be realised that this com
parison was desirable, especially as the economic situation in the 
majority of countries became more settled and the condition of 
the workers was fixed at a level which was sometimes above that 
of 1913, sometimes the same, -and sometimes perhaps lower. 
From the very beginning of its studies on comparative wages 
the Office had to point out the differences in the methods of 
collecting statistics in various countries which prevented any 
useful comparison being made. Labour statistics often come 
from an indirect source: the data are not collected for the imme
diate purpose of such labour statistics but are the result or, one 
might say, the by-product of special systems of regulation or the 
special work of certain administrative bodies. If details of the 
same category come from different sources in different countries 
it is clear that they cannot be compared, because they do not 
refer to identical things. It was pointed out above, for example, 
that.an exact, complete and comparable enumeration of indus
trial accidents would be of great service for the prevention of 
such accidents, but it is extremely difficult to compare enumera
tions when some are partiaI. while others claim to be complete; 
when some include among the victims of accidents persons who 
are incapacitated for one day only, others those who are incapa
citated for at least five days, and yet others only those who are 
victims of a serious or fatal accident. In the same way unemploy
ment statistics are of great general interest, particularly at the 
moment, but these statistics are sometimes based on the number 
of insured persons in receipt of benefit, at other times on the 
number receiving relief, and in other cases on the number or" 
persons registered with the employment exchanges or on the 
figures provided by trade unions and referring to their members 
only. Moreover, even when the statistics come from a direct 
source, that is, when the figures have been collected for the pur
pose of these statistics and for no other, as is the case with wages, 
there is little uniformity in the methods of collection and com
pilation. In one case wages are given by industries, in another 
by occupations; in one case we have an average total, in another 
separate figures according to age and sex, in one case "rates of 
wages." in a second "earnings." in a third "minimum wages:iI' 
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in another "actual wages." Between such varying figures there 
can be no comparability. 
_ But those who apply to the Office as an international centre 
for information on social questions demand comparable data. If 
the Office was to live up to its reputation and fulfil its duty as 
defined in the Treaty of Peace, it had to make a strenuous effort 
to achieve the fullest possible uniformity in the methods of 
compiling statistics in different countries. 

The Office has undertaken that task with the 
Tht InternatiDl/al help of the Conferences of Labour Statisticians 

CDnj"..,,", 
oj LAbDIir 

Stati,tinan, 

held in October 1913, April 191' and October 
1916. These Conferences were attended by the 
official representatives of the labour statistics 
departments of the chief States. Their decisions 

in no way committed their Governments, nor was it the inten
tion to prepare a code of strict and coIIlplete rules for the classi
fication and compilation of statistical data. It was merely a 
question of pointing out the general line to be followed in 
certain special branches of statistics and the direction in which 
improvements should be sought. 

At the first Conference thirty-three countries were repre
sented, and the agenda dealt with the classification of industries 
and occupations, statistics of wages and hours of work, and 
statistics of industrial accidents. The agenda of the second Con
ference comprised, in addition to a second discussion on the 
classification of industries and occupations, the question of cost
of-living statistics,: and statistics of employment and unemploy
ment; the agenda of the third Conference dealt with family. 
budgets and statistics of collective agreements, strikes and 
lock-outs. 

On each of these subjects the Office made a preparatory 
technical study dealing with the aims of the statistics under dis
cussion and the best methods of collecting and arranging the 
data, with illustrations taken from the practice of the countries 
where such statistics are used. After thorough discussion, resolu
tions were adopted on each point indicating, in the spirit defined 
above, the methods of improving and unifying the different 
systems. The replies which the Office has received from Govern
ment offices since that date have revealed several improvements ; 
the progress towards uniformity and comparability is slow, but 
it is certainly being maintained. 
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These three Conferences covered almost the whole field of 
statistics, in so far as it concerns conditions of labour. There are, 
however, other subjects not falling within the scope of the Inter
national Labour Organisation alone, yet directly interesting it; 
for example, statistics of migration, of housing and of social 
insurance. A further difficulty arises here in that these statistics 
are often collected, compiled and published by administrative 
departments or organisations which have no connection with 
labour questions, so that it is rather difficult to have the problem 
examined by a Conference of Labour Statisticians. They have 
not, however, been neglected by the Office. 

At its Third Session in 19U the Conference adopted a Recom
mendation on migration statistics, and since that date the Office 
has studied the question and has introduced comsiderable pro
gress merely by the; help of the Governments which reply to its 
questionnaires. Studies have been published on migration move
ments from 19~O to 19~3, from 19~O to 19~4, and from 19~5 to 
19~7. The Office's Migration Service, with the financial support 
of an American organisation, the National Bureau of Economic 
Research, has published the first general study of migration 
movements during the nineteenth century. The Office is also 
responsible for the statistical tables on migration published 
annually in the Slatisti(a/ Yearbook of the League of Nations. In 
the near future a Conference of Migration Statisticians is to be 
convened and the Office has prepared a report on the methods of 
compiling such statistics. .-
~ Housing statistics are of interest to the Organisation in that 

they provide an indication of the conditions of life of the workers. 
In 19~8 the Office published a study on these statistics, and a 
Conference of Housing Statisticians will meet at an early date. 

Morbidity statistics are of interest to the Organisation because 
they indicate the standard of health of the workers and the degree 
of unhealthiness of various industries and occupations. Much 
has still to be done to achieve uniformity in the compilation of 
these statistics, not only as between countries but even between 
industries and occupations within one country. The Office has 
recently published a study on this subject and a conference of 
specialists may one day be convened if the Governing Body so 
decides. 

Such is the work sO far accomplished in the sphere of labour 
statistics, but there is much still to be done. On practically every 
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point all that has been achieved is agreement on certain guiding 
pr41ciples. In some cases only part of the problem has been 
touched upon: for instance, in the case of accidents, only those 
occurring in industry have been studied, whereas the problems 
are quite diJferent when it comes to enumerating the accidents 
occurring in transport services, mines and the mercantile marine, 
especially with regard to the calculation of the risks. In 1919 the 
Office published two studies on accident statistics in mines and 
railways; a third is being prepared with regard to maritime work. 
In 1931 the Advisory Committee on Accident Prevention will 
study the methods of compiling accident statistics. 

There is thus a great deal still to be done, and this is particu
larly true of the main section of labour statistics: wages statistics. 

II. WAGES STATISTICS 

This is a branch to which the Office has devoted much attention 
and which has at present shown the most tangible results. 

It was in respect of labour statistics that com
e'1IIpNability of parability was most necessary and most diffi
Wages StatUlits cult to achieve. It was necessary not only on 

behalf of Governments but also on behalf of 
. organisations of employers and workers; for the Office is more 

and more being overwhelmed by requests for information on 
this subject from all quarters. The First Conference of Labour 
Statisticians considered the possibility of improving national 
statistics so as to make them more easily comparable, but it did 
not study the necessary measures for establishing these com
parisons on a solid basis. Such a study was impossible at the 
time in view of monetary fluctuations and the rapid changes in 
wages which resulted. In 1924, as currencies became stabilised, 
the Office began exhaustive research into the level of gold wages 
and real wages in a certain number of occupations in the capitals 
of the chief industrial countries. This was a continuation of a 
study begun by the British Ministry of Labour in 1923 for com
paring wages in a d02en capital cities. The British Government 
asked the Office to continue the work, which was at the 
same time extended. The Office chose a list of nineteen occupa
tions in the building, engineering, furniture manufacture and 
printing trades, for which rates of wages could be obtained for 
adult males; it published periodically the wages paid for a forty-
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eight-hour week in these occupations in twenty-two important 
cities. 

This in itself was a great innovation at that time. Its most 
interesting feature, however, was the system of comparison 
adopted. The most simple method of comparing the wages paid 
in different countries with different currencies is to reduce them 
to one common currency, but the faults of this method have 
long been realised. The British Ministry of Labour hadsubsti
tuted for this a method consisting in estimating and comparing 
wages from the point of view of their purchasing power in food
stuffs, the standard of measurement being the standard of con
sumption revealed by enquiries into the family budget in Great 
Britain. The Office, continuing to apply the same method, could 
not of c~urse use the same basis, which was by no means inter
national. After examining the family budgets of fnodstuffs in 
diiferent countries it fixed six different budgets or ''baskets 
of provisions" as standards. The prices of the goods included 
in these six baskets for each of the cities covered by the enquiry 
are collected and the purchasing power of wages in each city is 
ealculated in relation to these baskets. The next step is to calcu
late the "international" purchasing power of wages in each 
city by taking an average of the purchasing powers for the six 
different baskets. These purchasing powers were expressed in 
index numbers on the basis of British purchasing power. 

The method chosen by the Office aroused considerable 
interest, although with certain reservations. The Office itself 
was the first to admit the limitations and defects of the system. 
The Second Conference of Labour Statisticians examined it, 
approved it and suggested some further improvements, and the 
same was done at the Seventeenth Session of the International 
Institute of Statistics. The Office continued its discussions and 
negotiations with Government statistical services for improving 
and extending its permanent enquiry. In 1918 it received valuable 
assistance from the Social Science Research Council of the United 
States, which, with the Office, invited experts from the United 
States, Canada, Great Britain, France and Germany to attend a 
Conference in Geneva in January 1919 to examine the possi
bility of obtaining still more satisfactory statistical comparisons. 
A second Conference was held in June 1930, with the addition 
of Italian experts. '):'his collaboration proved of great value to 
the Office. 
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Important improvements have been introduced as a result of 
these discussions. The tables, which are now published quarterly, 
cover thirty instead of nineteen occupations in sixty cities belong
ing to twenty, countries instead of in twepty cities as formerly. 
The list of commodities used for calculating purchasing power 
is not merely a basket of provisions; the number of commodities 
has been increased, and heating and lighting me been added. 
Clothing and housing have not yet been introduced, but it would 
seem that such a step may be possible in the near future. 

Since these comparative statistics refer only to large towns it 
is obvious that they can take into consideration pnly the indus
tries practised in every town: building, engineering, furniture, 
printing, to which have now been added'transport, the trade in 
foodstuffs and municipal services. Very important industries, 
such as mining, textiles, the iron and shipbuilding trades, which 
are generally practised in special districts, are excluded. Yet 
these are perhaps the most relevant itidustries, because they 
represent the essential form of industrial concentration, because 
they all belong to the key industries in economic life, without 
which modem society could not exist, and because they employ 
millions of organised workers. ' 

In connection with hours of work it was 
SPInal EnquirilS mUltioned that the Organisation and the 

Office had been engaged from 192' to 1930 
ID studying the conditions of work of underground workers in 
coal mines. The reports on the conditions of work of miners 
in 192' and 1927 dcal in detail and at length with the question of 
wages. The Committee on Mines set up by the Governing Body 
examined and approved the methods suggested by the Office 
Statistical Section. By these means it was possible to determine, 
for each of the countries covered by the enquiry (Belgium, 
Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Great Britain, the Nether
lands, Poland and the Saar), hourly wages, wages per shift and 
annual earnings. But the most important ligures were those 
given at ,the conclusion of the study for each country, which 
gave the enquiry its real value and utility: the ligures for real 
wages, that is, for purchasing power, which provide an indica
tion of the social standards of miners, and the ligures for wages 
per ton of saleable coal, which show the wages costs for the 
industry and their importance in the economic life of mining 
countries.' 
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This was the first occasion on which an enquiry into wages had 
enabled these two figures to be determined with such accuracy. 
Herein lies its exceptional importance, and to a certain extent 
its value as a precedent and an innovation; The survey of the 
theory and methods given in the introduction to the report 
for 19z1 was certainly something new, and many of the sections, 
in spite of tIie.speciai characteristics of remuneration in mines, 
could be applied to any enquiry into wages. Such are, for 
example, the sections on the composition of the total wages bill, 
money wages, allowances in kind (accommodation and free or 
cheap coal), family allowances and employers' contributions for 
social insurance. 

One point only was left in the shadow: the method of deter
mining the miner's wages in cillferent countries, which varies 
very considerably. The Governing Body, on the suggestion of 
the Preparatory Technical Conference on Mines, which met in 
January 1930, decided that the Office should submit a report on 
the law and practice on this question to the 1931 Conference. 

These studies on wages in mines will no doubt be the first of 
a series. Even if they do not lead to the immediate adoption 
of international regulations on the subject dealt with, they will be 
of undoubted value in providing a measure of the standard of 
living, often very unequal, of workers in one and the same occu
pation in clliferent countries, and in throwing light on a question 
which is often discussed without much real knowledge of the 
facts, namely, wages as a factor in the cost of production. We 
must not forget the fact, which is forcibly brought home in the 
Preamble to Part XIII, that certain States still seek to gain an 
advantage in the field of international economic competition by 
reducing the cost of production and, consequendy, the selling 
price of their products at the expense of the workers' remunera" 
tion. Studies on wages carried out in the same way as that on 
miners' wages can, if used with prudence and with due regard to 
all the scientific reservations accompanyiog the tables, help to. 
measure the extent of this "social dumping." 

The Governing Body has already asked the Office to consider 
the possibility of a similar study into conditions of work in the 
two chief textile industries, wool and cotton. A committee has 
been appointed, a questionnaire prepared and the preliminary 
study begun. It will. deal with all working conditions: hours of 
work, holidays, wages, the employment of women and children, 
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unemployment and placing in employment, hygiene and safety. 
The chapter on wages will very probably be the most difficult to 
prepare, but there is no doubt that the Statistical Section of the 
Office, after its experience with coal mines, will be able to carry 
it out successfully. 

IlJIporlann I11III 
Dang".' of Ih, 
sfllt!y oj Wagu 

This statistical study of wages is of cardinal 
importance. The Preamble 'to Part XIII 
pointed out that there was still in the world 
too much hardship and injustice. In the case 
of workers the main factor in injustice is 

inequality of remuneration for the same work according to 
countries, districts, industries, sex or age. Hardship can mean 
only inadequate remuneration for the work performed, either in 
comparison with the minimum necessary for the worker to live 
and support his family or in comparison with the profits gained 
in industry, in which labour is one of ,the essential factors. In 
1927, on the occasion of the World Economic Conference con
vened by the League of Nations, the Office published a pre
liminary and very instructive study on the standard of living of 
workers in a certain number of important industrial States. The 
variations in this standard in different areas are shown to be im
pressive. On the same occasion another study was published on 

, labour costs as a factor in the cost of production in agriculture. 
Since such studies lead to re/lection and may generate action, 

they are either very valuable or very dangerous, according to 
whether they have been well or badly prepared. The Office feels 
that its studies have been well done, being based on a method 
which is carefully thought out, weighed and prudently applied; 
but it is also the first to state that in inaugurating a particularly 
difficult type of work it realises its imperfections. It was with a 
view to removing some of these imperfections that the Governing 
Body appointed a Committee on Cost-of-Living and Wages 
Statistics, which studies, with the Statistical Section, methods 
for improving the value and exactitude of these statistics which 
are already exact and valuable. 

m. THE ORGANISATION AND WAGES 

It has already been pointed out several times that the scientific 
research services of the International Labour Office cannot live 
in splendid' isolation. The Office is failing in its duty if it under-
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takes a study which is not intended sooner or later to improve 
the situation of the workers. This truth applies to the studies on 
wages as well as to all others, for they must be directed towards 
the useful and the practical. The utility of the publication of 
international and comparative tables of wages has already been 
noted above • 

. In addition to these statistical publications there are systems 
and even principles of remuneration which, if thoroughly studied 
and made widely known, could be of service to the workers. 
There are even some which might be made the subject of Draft 
Conventions or Recommendations by the Conference. So far the 
Organisation has approached three of these subjects: minimum 
wages, family allowances and the so-called doctrine of high wages. 

TIH Minifll_ 
Wau 

It was in 1916 that the Governing Body. first 
placed on the agenda of the Coaference the 
question of wages, with a view to the adoption 
of international rules for the creation of mini

mum wage-fixing Illl'Chioery. The Coaference discussed the 
question in 192.7 and adopted a Draft Convention in 1918. 

Each State which ratifies undertakes to create or maintain 
machinery whereby minimum rates of wages can be £xed for 
workers employed in certain of the trades or parts of trades (and 
in particular in home-working trades) in which no arrangements 
exist for the effective regulation of wages by collective agreement 
or otherwise, and in which wages are exceptionally low. For the 
purpose of this Convention the term "trades" includes manu
facture and commerce. The Governments are left free, subject to 
consultation with employers-' and workers' organisations where 
such exist, to determine the trades to which this minimum wage
fixing machinery shall be applied. These organisations have also 
to be oonsulted as to the application of the methods adopted. 
Once minimum rates of wages have been fixed they are not 
subject to abatement by individual agreement or by collective 
agreement, except with the general or particular approval of the 
competent authority. This Convention refers in the first place 
only to countries which are less highly developed socially and 
where masses of workers in industry are not yet organised in . 
trade unions which can discuss working conditions with the 
employers and prepare collective agreements. If only on this 
account it would b~ of value, because it provides the workers in 
such countries with a means of raising their very low standard of 
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living. Its greatest service, however, is in its application to home 
workers, who are as a class very inadequately protected and 
the majority of whom are women. The Convention has been 
ratified by seven States. 

FlI11Ii/y 
A/lol/lal/iU 

The fixing of wages is based on two principles, 
which sometimes clash. The first, which is 
laid down in Article 327 of the Treaty of 
Peace, is that of equal wages for equal work. 

The second, which is inscribed in the Preamble to Part XID, 
which states that workers must receive adequate remuneration 
to enable them to live and support their families, might be for
mulated: .. To each according to hia needs." 

The former of these principles is generally applied and can be 
found in the scales according to which identical wages are paid 
to all workers of the same category in any given undertaking or 
district, irrespective of their family responsibilities and condi
tions of life. 

The second principle would guarantee a wage which varies 
according to the needs of each family, so as to ensure a suitable 
standard of living to all. It is derived from the doctrine of real 
wages, which guarantees to the worker the minimum required 
for subsistence. In practice it frequently happens that the mini

. mum laid down in collective agreements corresponds to the 
needs of an average worker's family: the worker, his wife and 
an average number of children. It tends very soon to become 
inadequate if the family increases, and certainly becomes so for 
a large family. 

The opposition between these two principles comes to a head 
when wage agreements have to be drawn up: the employer con
siders wages as the remuneration for work performed and as an 
element in his cost of production; family responsibilities are 
scarcely taken into account in collective agreements, and in an 
individual agreement, when there is a plentiful supply of labour, 
the employer naturally tends to choose the applicant who asks 
for the lowest wages, thus automatically sacrificing the worker 
who has a family. 

It is for the purpose of meeting this difficulty that the idea of 
a system of family compensation or allowances, which had been 
applied before the War in certain public administrations in 
France, has been extended since 1920. It has been applied to a 
greater or less extent in France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
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later in Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Austria. It is 
applied less widely in Yugoslavia, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, Switzerland, Italy, Great Britain and Australia. 

This brief enumeration will suffice to show that the idea is far 
from being generally accepted in every country, and it is perhaps 
toO early to think of international regulations. The Office has at 
least studied the question for some time. In 1924 it published a 
preliminary international comparative study analysing the sys
tems applied in the countries mentioned above. Since then it has 
steadily followed the developments of the system. 

For several years Europe has been interested 
High W"glJ in the doctrine known as that of high wages, 

applied by industrial employers in the United 
States. Certain people regard these high wages not merely as an 
improvement in the standard of living of all classes of workers, 
but as a source of salvation for the economic system and for 
production. They believe that to raise wages and thus improve 
the purchasing power and consuming power of the workers, 
who constitute the great majority of consumers, is to strengthen 
the power of the whole market in each country and, there
fore, -encourage production. Others, again, believe that high 
wages are the result and not the source of prosperity in produc
tion; the latter leads to the former and not vice versa. It is further 
argued that in a collectivity of more than 300 million people, such 
as Europe without Russia, it would be imprudent to try and 
raise the earnings of every individual to the same extent as in a 
highly industrial community, such as the United States, which 
has only 120 million inhabitants and where the extensive use of 
machinery enables high wages to be paid to the small number of 
workers required. They maintain that the same intense develop
ment of machinery in Europe would lead to high wages for a 
certain number of workers, but would mean unemployment for 
many others. 

These are the two extreme views, between which the truth 
must be sought. The Office has undertaken an objective search 
for truth by analysing first of all the American conception of 
high wages to discover what it contains and what it does not 
contain: for example, insurance contributions. The Office has 
barely begun its studies on this difficult and important question, 
but a chance eirCUl\lstance has enabled it to develop the study 
indirectly at the moment. 
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A year ago the Ford Company asked· the Office to determine 
for it the wages which would have to be paid to an unskilled 
worker in seventeen specified towns in Europe to enable this 
worker to live at the same standard as an unskilled worker in 
Detroit in the United States earning seven dollars a day. Mr. 
Edward Filene placed a large sum at the disposal of the Office 
for the purpose of this enquiry, which is now being carried out. 
It is the first occasion on which an objective study has been 
undertaken with a view to determining exactly what standard of 
living high wages represent to the worker in the district of 
America in which they are paid, and in the second place the 
amount which w.ould have to be paid in European countries 
which are, perhaps wrongly, considered as paying low wages, in 
order to give the worker a similar standard of living. Such a 
study brings the question of high wages into the sphere of 
practical politics. There is no doubt that a number of similar 
studies will one day throw complete light on the theory and 
philosophy of high wages. 
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CHAPTER IV 

EMPLOYMENT 

One of the most important and most natural 
preoccupations of the worker, apart from 
hours and wages, concerns his chances of 
getting work and of keeping it. The idea of 
insuring· this chance, i.e. the idea of guaran
teeing the future, admittedly only took hold 

of the worker after long reflection; he accepts it fully only when 
he reaches a certain degree of insight and organisation. This is 
not to be wondered at in the case of men and women whose 
remuneration for their labour provides merely the minimum 

• requited for their day-to-day life and who, having scarcdy 
any means of saving, live for a present which is taken up by 
the daily work necessary to provide the daily bread. Thus, the 
worker's first thought is to find his job and to hold it. One of the 
most essential and difficult functions of the International Labour 
Organisation is to help him. In this direction the Organisation, 
even if sometimes hindered by national preoccupations which 
will be referred to later, has done great and useful service. 

I. VOCATIONAL TR.uNING 

It was in 1924 that the International Labour 
Tho P"gr""'III' Office began to study vocational training in 

ofWorA: industry. It drew up a programme for com-· 
• parative studies referring to the three branches 

of vocational training: vocational guidance, apprenticeship and 
technical education. In 1924 and 192' it published in the I,,_ 
tio",,1 Labollf' Revi"" a series of comparative studies on a more or 
less opportunist, if not actually haphazard, plan, depending on 
the amount of the information collected in one or other branch 
of the subject. 

This was merely preparatory work, but it enabled the Director 
in his report to the ,Seventh Session of the Conference in 192' 
to state with justice that the Office had realised the extent to 
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which vocational training ~as occupying the attention of States 
Members of the International Labour Organisation. The idea, 
based 01} experience, that skilled labour is necessary for intensive 
and continuous production had dispelled the illusion which 
had at one time been cherished as a result of the devdopment 
of machinery, that modern industry required only labourers 
whose work would be restricted to the performance of certain 
quite simple movements or manipulations which could be 
learned in a few hours. 

Thus the great devdopment of machinery and the spread of 
rationalisation did not do away with the need for vocational 
training; it perhaps even widened its scope, because it was found 
necessary to give apprentices not only craft manual skill and 
practical knowledge, Dut also the ability to understand the 
scientific principles on which modern technical processes are 
based. Such an understanding is all the more necessary because 
the mechanism of which the worker is a·whed is becoming more 
vast and more complex. Even the humblest woodman must not 
be allowed to lose sight of the wood on account of the number of 
trees. The question of tclchnical education is complicated and 
enriched by the wider question of general training and culture. 

In response to the Director's suggestion, the Conference in 
1927 adopted a Resolution requesting the Office to undertake 
prdiminary studies and the necessary enquiries to form the basis 
of a discussion on vocational guidance, apprenticeship and tech
nical education at a future Session. This enquiry is at pl'esent 
being carried out. 

V.tali.fIIII 
GIIi"""" 

The enquiry began with the question of voca
tional guidanCe---4l1 idea which has now found 
general acceptance. The dominant aspect of 
vocational guidance varies according to dif

ferent tendencies and needs: those who are guiding the future 
worker sometimes base their action on medical opinion, some
times on the opinion of the teacher and sometimes on the state 
of the national or regional labour market and its future require
ments, as far as they can be foreseen. In any case the move
ment has now everywhere got past the stage of vague generali
ties, and methods are gradually being worked out. If in some 
cases they are still rather too systematic and mutually exclusive 
it may be hoped that a study such as is being prepared by thc 
Office will. be of valu~ in rendering them more clastic and morc 
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harmoniOUS. Here, as on other problems, there are good sug-
gestions to be found' in most national systems, which are still 
being tested rather than are actually in force. They can be judged 
only by results, and an international study will bring to light the 
best features of each system. 

Apprenticeship, after being practically ne
Approllnnsbip glected during the early period of extreme 

mechanisation and rationalisation, is· now 
again becoming a point of interest for Governments, employers 
and workers. The question has been dealt with in many clauses 
of collective agreements and many recent legislative measures. 
The Office has several times noted in its publications, and tries to 
encourage by all possible means, the spread of the double ten
dency at present guiding the modern reorganisation of appren
ticeship : on the one hand the desire to guarantee to each industry 
and each occupation a labour supply trained to meet its special 
needs; on the other hand the desire to give adolescent workers 
on leaving school a general vocational training, the principles 
of which, if widely inculcated, would enable them if necessary 
to leave the industry which they originally entered and pass to 
another industry without feeling absolutely lost. 

In every country the number of general or 
ntbni<al special vocational schools is increasing rapidly. 
Etis«llnoll In industry particularly they often coincide, at 
.. least in the case of the special schools, with 

institutions for apprenticeship. The Office's study will not be 
able to discuss technical education apart from such institutions; 
the Office feels justified in proceeding slowly and with caution 
precisely on account of this difficulty. A discussion in the agricul
tural field has preceded one in the industrial field; at the end of 
19z9 an important study was published on vocational training in 
agriculture which will be referred to later. 

II/tlf'llllnol/Ill 
Co-ortlillllno// 
oj Prindplrs 

The Office is studying and making known all 
the experiments in vocational training now 
being made in all countries to suit their own 
needs, customs and financial position. There 
is, however, the further question of whether it 

would not be desirable, while respecting national customs and 
tendencies. to try to establish a sort of epitome of the essential 
principles which every national system of vocational training 
should accept and apply. At a period when labour is no longer 
~L~ N 
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. exclusively national, when emigration is tending to make part 
of the labour supply internationaI, such afi. undertaking would 
certainly be of value. Resolutions of intetnational scope have 
already been adopted by international congresses -of industrial 
associations, teachets, specialists and trade-union orgaoisations. 
The IntetnationaI Labour Orgaoisation will be ready and 
able to help when the texts of resolutions have to be im
plemented in actions. 

V",atioll4l 
ami Gln"al 

Emphasis is evetywhere being laid on the 
desirability of co-ordinating programmes of 
vocational training with those of compulsory 
school education. The complexity of industrial 
life demands to-day that everyone who entets 

-industry, no matter at what stage, should have attained a 
certain degree of general education. This truth can be found 
explicidy or implicitly in resolutions adopted by the International 
Trade Union Committee on questions of youth and education, 
by the Congress- of the International Society for Commetcial 
Instruction, by the Biennial Congress of the International Federa
tion of Teachets and by the General Assembly of the Association 
for Social Progress. The Office took part in the last two of these 
meetings. Similarly, the International Labour Coofetence adopted 

. at its Fourteenth Session in I9~0 a Resolution requesting that 
fresh efforts should be made towards the universal ratification of 
the Conventions on the minimum age for the admission of 
children to employment, and that the Office should do all in its 
power to raise the compulsory school age in every _ country and 
give all children, adolescents and workers the foundations of a 
genetal education. This Resolution sums up the whole problem. 
The Governing Body in October I930 invited the Office to 
begin a preliminary study on the geoetal tendencies of the move
ment for workers' education in diffetent countries. 

II. EMpLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT 

Th, Shlify of 
Un,mplOYIllInI 

During the last ten years unemployment has 
reached a degree of gravity hlthetto unknown. 
The lack or imperfection of earlier statistics 
formerly concealed much of the evil; many 

suffered unknown, and practically no attempt was made to 
enumerate them. In I9I9 the problem was already ser nd 
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the Conference adopted a Draft Convention on the subject 
at its First Session 'In Washington. To-day most industrial 
countries are only too anxious to reduce, cure and prevent unem
ployment, but the £rst need is to understand it. Those States 
which £rst recognised the responsibility of society towards 
the unemployed and their right to receive insurance benefit, 
or at least relief, and £rst accepted the social duty of 
finding and applying all suitable means of prevention, were 
also the first to use statistics in order to throw light on this 
problem. 

The £rst Article of the Convention on unemployment adopted 
by the Washington Conference deals with the international cen
tralisation of unemployment statistics and of information on all 
measures taken to meet or prevent unemployment. For ten years 
the InfmlatioilfJl !Abollf' Revi,., has regularly published the abso
lute numbers of unemployed and the percentages in certain 
occupations for every country which supplies the necessary 
information (and there are 23 which have ratified the Conven
tion). These tables originally referred to 9 countries only, but in 
1930 they covered 27 countries. It is true that these figures are 
not yet comparable from country to country. Practically all that 
is possible is to follow the curve of unemployment for each 
country separately, but that in itself is of value. The Office has 
made efforts to make the figures more comparable; it was pointed 
out above that the question was submitted to !he Second Con
ference of Labour Statisticians in 192" whose resolutions have 
had Certain satisfactory effects; and it is hoped that further im
provements will be made in due course. 

In addition to demanding the compilation of statistics and 
their increased comparability the 1919 Convention also recom
mended an exchange of information as to measures taken and 
the results achieved by different States in combating unemploy
ment. The Office has analysed and compared all the information 
supplied, whether by the 2, States which have ratified the Con
vention or by other States, and has published numerous studies 

, on different aspects of unemployment. Every topic has been 
dealt with; it would be possible to compile an encyelopredia of 
unemployment from the Office publications on the lines of its 
Enfy,loptzdia of lnimmol Hygi"". Two editions have already been 
issued of the Bibliograpi?Y oj UlulIIplOYllllnt, which has proved of 
great value for the study of this terrible phenomenon, and the 
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report of 1929, Which will be mentioned later, outlines its 
essential characteristics. 

Un"npl'!7111.nt 
lnilirantl 

The number of unemployed in the world 
has probably never been less than ten million 
during the last ten y~s; in certain countries 
the proportion of unemployed has probably 

never fallen below a tenth of the number of workers. There are 
even cases in which this proportion has risen to a third when 
winter unemployment came to aggravate the effects of an eco
nomic crisis. The insurance of workers against unemployment is 
the most convenient method of dealing with it, although it is only 
a palliative and not a remedy. This practice was recommended 
to States by the International Labour Conference in 1919. 

This Recommendation has been followed by appreciable im
provements. In 1919 there were only ~,700,coo workers com
pulsorily insured against unemployment" and.that in one country 
only-Great Britain; a compulsory insurance Act bad just been 
adopted in Italy, and in certain countries the Governments 
gave subsidies to unemployment funds set up by the workers 
themselves. To-day more than forty-four million workers are 
covered by compulsory unemployment insurance systems in ten 
countries: Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Great Britain, the Irish 
Free State, Italy, Poland, Queensland, Switzerland (seven Cantons) 
and the U.S.S.R.; almost three million workers are covered by 
optional insurance systems in eight countries: Belgium, Czecho
slovakia, Denmark, Finland, France, Norway, the Netherlands 
and Switzerland (remaining Cantons). 

It may be asserted that the work of the Office is not uncon
nected with this result. The further question remains, whether 
the time has come to submit the question of unemployment 
insurance to the Conference with a view to the adoption of a 
Draft Convention. So far the Governing Body, which has several 
times considered the problem. has not accepted this view . 

. The question is, however, one of those between which the 
Governing Body has to choose each year when preparing the 
agenda of the Conference. 

Plaring in 
Empl'!7l11tnt 

Unemployment insurance provides for the 
maintenance of the unemployed, but it does 
not do away with unemployment, which is the 
essential problem from the economic and social 

standpoinfs. For this reason Article 2 of the Draft Convention 
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of 1919 dealt with the organisation of employment exchanges. 
There is no longer any discussion as to the value and utility of 
the public employment services recommended in the Conven
tion. All that is required is to improve their organisation so as to 
make their work more eJfective. Several studies of the Office have 
reported what has been done by certain countries in this direc
tion: namely, the specialisation of exchanges by industries and 
occupations and the inter-local, inter-regional and international 
organisation of placing in employment. 

t'his problem is not a purdy national one, and it is tending 
to become more and more international. Accordingly, the 1919 
Convention instructed the International Labour Office to co
ordinate, in agreement with the countries concerned, the opera
tions of the various national systems of employment exchanges. 
Up to the present the efforts of the Office in this direction have 
unfortunately not met with great success. It must wait for or 
urge on the day when all national administrations will be fuJly 
convinced of the usefulness of international collaboration in the 
work of finding employment. There will then be some hope of 
assuring the stability of the international labour market. 

It is impossible to organise the work of placing 
Th, Real CIJII.fIJ in employment unless there is a demand for 
of UIIIl11pl'!Yl11,nt labour somewhere. As has been seen during 

the last ten years, it is possible to find little or 
no employment available anywhere. The general unemploy
ment from which the world has too often suffered in recent 
times has deep-rooted economic causes which have to be 
dealt with. 

At its Third Session in 19ZI the International Labour Con
ference asked the Office to undertake an enquiry into the national 
and international aspects of the unemployment crisis of that 
period, requesting the assistance of the other competent bodies 
of the League of Nations in solving the economic and financial 
questions which might be brought to light during the enquiry. 
It recommended that a special International Conference be con
vened to examine remedies of an international nature. In accord
ance with this resolution the first World Economic Conference 
was held in Genoa in 1912, but it gave merely a formal satisfac
tion on the subject of unemployment, only adopting a recom
mendation which repeated the terms of the Convention of the 
1919 Session of the International Labour Conference. In reality 
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the importance of the Genoa Conference lay not in its work on 
unemployment but in its programme of monetary policy. 

The Office meanwhile set about its enquiry, which it is con
tinuing and which, indeed, may be assumed to be destined to 
last as long as any unemployment remains in the world. 
Quite a number of studies have been published on the results 
of this enquiry, and the Office has collaborated on the 
question with the Economic and Finaocial Organisation of 
the League of Nations. 

In 19%5 the Office and the Economic Organi-
TIM Mi:Jm/ sation of the League set up a Mixed Com-

e.I1I";U;(JII ." mission on Economic Crises, the first task of 
&o".";t emu which was to consider the indices of economic 

forecasting, frequendy referred to as "ec0-

nomic barometers." In 1924 the Office presented a report on the 
subject to the Economic Committee of the League of Nations, 
and this led to a series of studies which are pardy responsible for 
the progte5s made in research work by special institutes in various 
countries. 

At the same time the Office begao a general study of the 
unemployment crisis of 1920-1925, which showed that, in addition 
to several other causes, the monetary policy of certain States had 
been an important factor in the crisis. Several later studies con
firmed these conclusions and showed that the application of the 
resolutions on currency adopted by the Economic Conference 
at Genoa could help to increase stability of employment for 
workers; one special study showed how the credit policy of the 
backing system controlled by the Federal Reserve Board in the 
United States was directed towards this end. In the light of 
the reports submitted by the Office the Mixed Commission recog
nised in 1929 that the cyclical fluctuations in economic activity 
which led to unemployment could to a great extent be restricted 
if account were taken in the distribution of credits of the various 
economic factors involved; and more particularly of the trends 
of the labour market and the movement of prices. Moreover, in 
order to ensure that monetary stability which is essential to any 
successful economic organisation and a condition for stability 
of employment, it recommended that all the national currencies 
should be stabilised on the basis of a gold standard and that 
collaboration should be instituted between the central banks of 
issue. TheSe ideas have come to be accepted: the Bank of Inter-
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national Settlements is in one aspect an application of the latter 
recommendation, and in 1918 the Consultative Economic Com
mittee of the League recommended to the Financial Committee 
the creation of a special committee to study the causes of fluctua
tions in the purchasing power of gold and their effects on eco
nomic life. This committee is now at work, and the Office is 
collaborating with it in studying the effects of these flnctuations 
on the economic position of the workers. 

The Mixed Commission has also studied other international 
causes of unemployment: the undue development of certain 
industries set np for War purposes and maintained for reasons 
of economic IllI,tionalism after peace had been signed; the dis
location of international trade as a result of the exaggerations 
and instability of certain tariff policies and fiscal systems. In fact 
every ill to which the economic system of a country or of the 
world is heir may be a cause of national or international unem
ployment. This truth contains one of the strongest reasons, 
although by no means the only one, which compel the Inter
national Labour Organisation, set up to ensure social peace, to 
consider as well every one of the problems concerned with 
economic peace. 

In compliance with a recommendation of the Conference 
in 1919 the Office has submitted to the Mixed Commission 
a plan for an international study of the policy of different 
States with regard to public works as a remedy for unemploy
ment. The plan was approved and the results of the study 
have now been published. 

The studies referred to above are far from 
V moIlS Sfllliill having exhausted the activity of the Office in 

the sphere of unemployment. Unemployment 
as a social fact is as serious as it is complex: it may be accidental.; 
it may also be periodical; and it has been seen that the cycles 
affecting economic prosperity have an influence on the extent of 
uilemployment. In many occupations seasonal unemployment is 
common, and this phenomenon has also been studied by the 
Office. 

At the request of the Conference the Office has also considered 
and is still considering the influence on unemployment of eco
nomic, technical or demographic factors, such as rationalisation 
and scientilic management, the development of new industries at 
the expense of older ones and an increase in population. The 
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enumeration of these studies is sufficient to show the variety of 
the aspects of the unemployment question and how this long and 
exhaustive enquiry, begun by the Office in 19ZI, may in the end 
prove the best means of diagnosing the disease and one day 
possibly finding the cure. 

The Two Rlports 
of I929 IInathe 
Rlsollllio" of the 

Asmllb!J in I9JO 

Among all the Office's studies, the two reports 
published in 1929 deserve special mention. 

One was submitted to and examined by the 
Conference at its Twelfth Session, in accord
ance with a resolution of the Eleventh Session 
in 1928. This report deals with certain vital 

aspects of the present-day unemployment problem: its connec
tion with monetary fluctuations, its special features in coal mines 
and the textile industries, of which the Organisation has made a 
special study, and its relationships with migtation policy as at 
present in force. 

It" will be seen later that the Advisory Committee on Profes
sional Workers was invited by the Governing Body in 1928 to 
place on its agenda the question of unemployment among pro
fessional workers. In 1929 the Office submitted a report on the 
subject, comprising a series of studies on unemployment among 
musicians, theatrical artists, journalists, teachers, engineers, 

. architects, doctors, dentists, pharmacists and nurses. The Com
mittee, with the approval of the Governing Body, has asked the 
Office to continue these studies and extend them to cover em
ployment organisation and vocational guidance and selection. 
This is a vast field, as are all those which have to be studied by 
the Employment and Unemployment Service of the Office. 

In 1930, a year which must have seen a larger army of un
employed than the world had ever known (possibly eighteen 
or twenty million), it was inevitable that the question of unem
ployment should be brought more urgently than ever to the 
notice of the International Labour Office. In fact, while one of 
the workers' representatives on the Governing Body drew 
attentioq to this terrible scourge in graphic and moving terms, 
the Assembly of the League of Nations in September, in accord
ance with the suggestions of its Second Commission, adopted a 
long resolution on the economic problems of the day, among 
which it mentioned unemployment as ·one of the most important, 
at the same time expressing the confident conviction that the 
International Labour Organisation was studying the question 
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thoroughly in all its aspects. In October the Governing Body 
decided to enlarge its Unemployment Committee, authorise 
it to consult experts and entrust it with the study of the prob
lem as a whole. The Committee met in January 1931 and 
made certain proposals for the further examination of various 
aspects of the problem. 

Th, Work of fhl 
OrglJllisalion Ilntl 

ifs EffitfJ 

It may be asked what results have been ob
tained or can be expected from so· many 
completed or pending studies. At the moment 
the results must of necessity be slight in view 
of the extent and importance of the problem 

to be solved. N the same time the International Labour Organi
sation can he said from the very first to have done all that it 
could in this field; in many cases it could do no more than throw 
light and stimulate action. Unemployment is to a great extent a 
national problem, and the causes of the unemployment in many 
countries must be sought in their national economic policy. It is 
none the less true that unemployment is partly the result of 
international difficulties which could be lessened or removed by 
a policy of international collaboration. But for the insistence of 
the Organisation in bringing up this question again and again in 
the name of the workers and demanding a solution for these 
international difficulties, it is very doubtful whether the leaders 
of national economic policy would have seen them or would 
want to see them. Yet these international difficulties certainIy 
exist. There are, for example, commercial or financial difficulties 
which can be solved by boldly adopting a collective economic 
policy; the work of the Organisation in this direction will be 
referred to later. There are, on the other hand, the difficulties 
concerned with the harmonious distribution of labour by an 
international migration policy; the work of the Organisation i.n 
this direction is studied in the following section. 

Nationalis", 
anti Migration 

m. MIGRATION OF WORKERS 

During the last ten years a large number of 
bilateral agreements on labour migration have 
been concluded. At the same time it cannot 
be denied that the most striking characteristic 

of this period has been a tendency to unilateral regulation in 
the matter of immigration and even of emigration. 
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The United States set the example in 1917 by prohibiting the 
immigration of "undesirables." In 1921 and 1924 much more 
restrictive measures were adopted under the Quota Acts, which 
affected all immigrants irrespectively. The British Dominions 
soon followed suit, and later certain States of Latin America. 

This restrictive legislation is based on two principles: the 
power of absorption of foreign labour in each State, and its 
selection, either from the point of view of nationality or from 
the point of view of occupation. At the present time there is not 
a single immigration country which bas not Plore or less pro
tected its labour market by unilateral restrictive legislation. This 
is doubtless chiefly due to the economic difficulties of the moment, 
but post-War nationalism, which is so strong in many countries, 
also plays an important part; in many international discussions 
the representative of one or other immigration country bas been 
known to say that immigration is a domestic question. 

Now certain emigration countries are following the same 
movement. Here again it is claimed that emigration is a domestic 
question, and a vital one. When it involves the permanent 
settlement of the emigrant in the immigration country, and the 
loss of contact with his mother country, it is said to be un
desirable; it is in the interests of the emigration country to 

. permit only temporary emigration or emigration to colonies or 
protectorates of the mother country. Examples of this policy 
have recently been given by Italy and Spain; other countries in 
Southern Europe and also in Central and Eastern Europe have 
adopted stricter supervision over emigration, directing it only 
towards countries where conditions appear to be acceptable. 

All these measures, whether their origin be political or 
economic and social (and the first is undoubtedly the most 
important at present), have an influence on the international 
labour market. It must also be said that they have often 11 favour
able influence on the position of emigrants. 

Th, IntlNlllfiDnll/ 
&gN/4tion Df 
MigratiDn 

That does not mean that these measures are 
sufficient or that they all have favourable 
results for the world as 11 whole. It does not 
even mean that there is no place for bilateral, 
multilateral or international agreements. 

In 1926 the International LlIbour Office began to collect, 
analyse and publish systematically all texts regulating and con
trolling migration movements, both of emigrants and immi-
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grants: national regulations. bilateral agreements. multilateral 
agreements and international conventions. This publication was 
completed in three yean in three large volumes. An examination 
of these volumes will show that national regulations have proved 
no obstacle to bilateral agreements (on the contrary. they have 
sometimes given rise to them). nor to the first attempts at inter
national regulation. 

There can be no doubt as to the utility of this latter develop
ment. In a question so definitely international as that of labour 
migration. the non-existence of international regulations would 
appear to be a paradox. If. as seems most unlikely. this paradox 
should continue to exist. the International Labour Organisation 
would not be. responsible. Since its earliest days it has devoted 
attention to the problem of regulating the migration of workers 
in its two main aspects: the international distribution of labour 
and the protection of migrants. 

At its 1919 Session the Conference discussed 
FirJI SI,P" IhI the general question of migration in connec

c.",,,,;",, .f I92I tion with unemployment and adopted a Re-
commendation suggesting that the recruiting 

of groups of workers in one country for employment in another 
should not be carried out except by agreement between the 
Governments of the countries concerned and after consultation 
with the organisations of employers and workers in the industries 
affected in the two countries. The Conference. also requested the 
Governing Body to set up an international committee which. 
without infringing national sovereign rights. might find and 
propose suitable measures for regulating the migration of 
workers and protecting wage-eamers residing in foreign countries; 
the number of representatives of European countries on this 
committee should not exceed half the total. 

The committee was set up and met in August 19ZI. when it 
adopted numerous resolutions for submission to the Governing 
Body on the question of statistics. the international co-ordination 
of protective measures for migrants. the placing of migrants 
in employment. equality of treattnent for national and foreign 
workers. State supervision over emigration agencies. the collec
tive recruiting of workers for abroad. deductions from wages 
for the repayment of advances made to migrants. measures for 
dealing with the traffic in women and children. the inspection 
of emigrants before embarkation and on board. the health of 
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emigrants, insurance, etc. This constitutes a wide and compre
hensive programme which the Organisation is fat from haviog 
completely carried out duriog its first decade of existence. What 
has been done is recounted below. 

Miuatiotl 
Sianstiu 

It was noted above that the migration statistics 
of the International Labour Office begun in 
pursuance of a Recommendation of the Con
ference in 1921 were far in advance of all 

previous statistics. Of the three general reports which have 
been published, the first, coveriog the period 19zo-19z3, referred 
to 60 States; the last, coveriog the years 19z5-19z7, deals with 
9 S countries. The volume on the history of migration already 
mentioned has been very favourably received. It is hoped that 
the next Conference of Emigration Statisticians will lead to 
fresh progress in the preparation of international information, 
which, thanks to the Office, has already tnade great strides. 

Bi14hraJ 
Agrlllll'tlts 

The resolution of the Committee of 1921 
concerning the collective recruitiog of workers 
abroad was based on the Recommendation of 
1919 and contaioed a certaio number of 

guidiog principles to be adopted by every State in which or for 
which the collective recruitiog of emigrants was carried out: 
'inspection and supervision of the operations by the competent 
authorities in both States; recruitiog by offices or agents 
accredited by the said authorities; consultation of the organ
isations of employers and workers concerned; control of re
cruitiog so as to prevent disturbiog the labour market in either 
country; contracts signed in the country of emigration before 
departure and biodiog in the country of immigration; prohibition 
of recruitiog of workers abroad to replace national workers on 
strike or locked out. 

It must be clearly understood that this resolution was far 
from haviog the force of a Convention, sioce it was not subject 
to ratification and did not involve any legal obligation for the 
Governments of the States Members. It is none the less true 
that it has had a powerful effect on public opioion and an im
portant and healthy inftuence on the bilateral agreements which 
have been concluded sioce 19Z1. 

Even before the Washiogton Session of the Conference the 
French Government had iostituted a policy of agreements with 
certaio European countries for recruitiog agricultura1 and 
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industrial labour : on September 3rd, 1919, it concluded a pre
liminary agreement with Poland, quickly followed by others 
with Italy (September 30th, 1919) and Czechoslovakia (March 
~oth, 19zo). The impulse thus given led to a multitude of other 
agreements which are still in force: France has signed agreements 
with Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia, Italy, Poland, Rumania 
and Yugoslavia; Austria with Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
Poland; Belgium with Italy and Luxemburg; Gennany with 
Czechoslovakia, Lithuania, Poland and Yugoslavia; Italy with 
Luxemburg and Yugoslavia. 

Some of these agreements, in particular the ones to which 
France is a party, refer to temporary and permanent migration, 
whereas others deal only with seasonal migration among agri
cultural workers, as, for instance, the Austro-Czechos~ovak 
agreement of June Z4th, I 9z" and the Germano-Polish agreement 
of November Z4th, 19~7. It may be noted that when bringing 
this latter agreement to the knowledge of the Labour Office the 
representative .of the Polish Government pointed out that it 
was in conformity with the Recommendation of the Conference; 
the same remark was made by the two Governments concerned 
when the Franco-Polish agreement was communicated to the 
Office. All these agreements provide for a standard form of 
contract to be used in all cases of recruiting. 

A certain number of bilateral agreements of the same type 
may be found outside Europe; for example, an agreement con
cerning immigration from Mozambique to the Union of South 
Mrica and Southern Rhodesia and an ag~ment (pre-War) 
concerning the emigration of agricultural workers from Liberia 
to Fernando Po. In Asia, while there may be no formal agree
ments, there are at least customary rules, which are strictly 
observed; for example, in the case of the emigration of unskilled 
workers from India to Ceylon, the Straits Settlements or the 
Malay States, and of workers from the Dutch Indies to the 
two latter regions, to French Indo-China and to the French 
Establishments in Oceania. In America no bilateral agreements 
exist. 

Certain attempts at bilateral agreements for regulating inter
continental migration have proved abortive: such was the fate 
of the Italo-Brazilian agreement of October 8th, I9u, and 
the agreement between Poland and the State of Sao Paulo of 
February 19th, 19z7. It is much more difficult to conclude an 
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inter-continental agreement, but there is no need to despair. In 
the British Empire an extensive plan of oversea settlement was 
inaugurated as a result of the Imperial Conference of 19u and 
the Imperial Economic Conference of 19z~, on the basis of 
bilateral agreements between Great Britain on the one hand and 
Australia, Canada, New Zealand, Southera Rhodesia and even , 
certain private companies on the other. 

It may ther~fore be said that the resolution of 192I has been 
of partial and indirect service to a very extensive and still 
flourishing movement, which will have the effect of guarantee
ing effective protection for migrants even before they leave 
their home country. 

The 19U Committee also adopted a resolu
Tin P,oletlion oj tion on the inspection of emigrants before 
Mill'aMJ tlttring departure. It proposed among other things 
Iii';' JOIl1'll.., that agreements should. be concluded between 

States as to the organisation of such inspection. 
At the present time the United States and Canada have already , 

entered into agreements with numerous European States for a 
system of inspection by American or Canadian inspectors before 
the departure of the-emigrants, thus to a great extent .avoiding 
unfortunate rejections when the emigrants disembark. This ex
'ample has been followed by Belgium, France and Germany. 

At its Eighth Session in 19z6 the Conference had on its 
agenda a question of a similar nature: that of conditions of 
transport of oversea emigrants. This question had not been 
dealt with by the 19u Committee. A Draft Convention, accom
panied by a Recommendation and a Resolution, was adopted. 
It provides that the inspection of emigrants on board ship 
should be carried out by a single inspector, so as to simplify 
the formalities, while a qualified woman will attend to un
accompanied women and children. It is also provided that each 
emigrant should have the services of an interpreter knowing his 
language. 

This Convention has been ratified unconditionally by ten 
States and conditionally by two. On November 2., th, 192." 

. the Spanish and Italian Governments concluded an agreement 
for co-operation in the protection and assistance of emigrants 
during the voyage. Later, on January 2.,th, 192.9, an agreement 
was concluded between the Italian Government and those of 
Great Britain, Australia and India, in virtue of which these 

• 
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Governments m!ltually recognise their respective regulations 
concerning emigrant vessels. This is a noteworthy achievement, 
because there was considerable difference of opinion during the 
discussions in I9z6. 

The International Labour Office has also collaborated with 
the League of NationS in studying measures for suppressing the 
traffic in women and children, and in connection with certain 
questions submitted to the Communications and Transit Organ
isation. In particular, in June I9z9, it took part in a Conference 
which led to an international agreement concerning the issue of 
transit cards to emigrants leaving Europe for oversea countries. 
This agreement greatly simplifies their passage from Central, 
Eastern or Southern Europe to the ports of Western Europe. 

Th, Proh(tion oj 
Migrants in th, 

Cotmtry of 
Immigration 

It was pointed out that when the Convention 
on Workmen's Compensation was adopted in 
I 9z, the Conference also adopted a further 
Draft Convention concerning equality of 
treatment for foreign workers on this point, 
which has been ratified by the record number 

of ~enty-1;even States. 
Moreover, numerous demands by workers' organisations 

and a Resolution of the Conference drew the attention of the 
Office to the desirability of guaranteeing to foreign workers 
who had paid contributions for invalidity, old-age and survivors' 
insurance in one country, which they had subsequently left, the 
maintenance of their right to a pension. The Office has begun 
to study this question. 

Thi Ro .. , 
The work of the Organisation in connection 
with emigration and the protection of emi
grants must not be underestimated. Yet, while 
the ground has been cleared, it cannot be said 
that the Organisation has touched rock

bottom. The Governing Body has hesitated to commit the 
Organisation too far in the problem of labour migration, because 
it realises the force of the political argument (which is theoretical 
rather than practical) that the problem is mainly a national and 
domestic one. Above all, it wished to be certain, before dealing 
with this question, that it would be followed by the majority of 
Governments, but up to the present it does not seem to be 
definitely convinced of this. 

This hesitation, whether well founded or not, led certain 
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States a few years ago to take steps for international consultation 
on the migration question outside the International Labour 
Organisation and outside the League of Nations. At the sugges
tion of the Italian Government, a Conference of all Governments 
interested in migration problems was held at Rome in May 1914, 
and a second Conference took place at Havana in April 1918. 
The International Labour Office was invited to both Conferences, 
and took an active part at least in the material organisation and 
in the preparation of the minutes. Numerous resolutions were 
passed, but no Draft Convention was adopted. These two 
meetings served to strengthen the conviction that in migration 
problems, however much they may be considered to be domestic 
questions, there are international aspects which must be treated 
internationally, and that, if international Conventions are to be 
arrived at, the most direct and most convenient route is that 
which passes through Geneva. 

This conclusion, although unexpressed, was quite obvious, 
and soon had consequences affecting the Organisation and the , 
League of Nations. 

In 1916 a World Migration Congress, held 
TIH Migration in London under the auspices of the Inter

Committ" of tIH national Federation of Trade Unions and the 
rntlt'tllltionai . Labour and Socialist International, formally 
Labo", Offi" requested the Governing Body to adopt 

a more active policy with regard to the 
migration of workers. 

Stimulated by these suggestions, and finding the atmosphere 
more favourable, the Governing Body in 1919 set up a Migration 
Committee composed of certain of its own members, with the 
assistance of five permanent experts from outside. The Office 
had submitted to the Twelfth Session of the Conference a report 
on certain international aspects of the unemployment problem 
already referred to in which a chapter was devoted to the possible 
assistance which might be obtained from an international organ
isation ·of workers' migration. The Governing Body placed a 
similar question on the agenda of the Committee for its first 
meeting in May 1930: that of the recruiting and placing in 
employment of foreign workers. A Recommendation on this 
question had been adopted at the Washington Session of the 
Conference; the question now was whether the time had come 
to take a fresh step, and possibly to prepare and adopt a Draft 
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Convention. The Committee has already had a first discussion, 
and Governments are being consulted; although the final aim 
may not be realised at once, it can at least be said that the period 
of doubts and hesitations has been left behind; the road may 
be long, but there is every reason to believe that it will not 
lead to a dead end. 

Tin DipitJmlltit 
Conj""'u on 
EqMtzlily of 
T ,,1lI11I.nt 

for F."igntrs 

In May 1928 the Economic Committee of the 
League of Nations prepared the draft' of a 
Convention on equality of treatment for 
nationals and foreigners in every country. 
The Council of the League submitted the plan 
to a Diplomatic Conference, which held its 
first meeting in Paris in December 1929. 

The questions of placing in employment and of the free intro
duction of labour were not dealt with in the Draft Convention 
either because they were considered (as some still hold) to 
affect national sovereignty or because (as may be concluded 
from the report of the Economic Committee) it was agreed that 
when these questions were treated internationally it should 
be done by the International Labour Organisation. The Draft 
Convention therefore referred only to migrants as individuals 
settled or living in a foreign country, and did not refer to their 
rights as workers. At the same time the Draft Convention 
contained by way of conclusion a sort of profession of faith in 
favour of the free exchange of labour as a counterpart, more 
apparent than rea!, to free trade in commodities·. The Office was 
not consulted as to the desirability of including this formula; 
it accepts no responsibility for it, nor for the laborious discussions 
and somewhat uncertain results of the First Session of this 
Conference. 

At its Second Session the Conference decided to suggest to 
the Council of the League that the opinion of the International 
Labour Office should be asked on two points: the consequences 
which the application of the proposed Convention would have 
for workers, and the principle of free access for immigrant 
workers to all countries. The latter is a very delicate point. 
Everyone must realise that free entrance for all foreign labour 
may meet with opposition, not only from Governments for 
political reasons, but also from workers' organisations for eco
nomic and social reasons, because it may lead to flooding of the 
labour market, and Ii fall in wages and in the standard of living 
LL~ N 
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of the workers in a highly developed country, while it may even 
prove a menace to trade union organisation. 

Free entrance for foreign labour would be a less serious matter 
for the workers if equality of treatment with regard to hours of 
work, wages, insurance, trade-union organisation, etc., were 
solidly established as between national and foreign workers. In 
that case the former would not need to fear that the arrival of 
foreigners in large numbers threatened their existing rights. 

In a world which is constantly growing smaller, and in which 
exchanges of all kinds-of workers, of commodities, of literature, 
of ideas-«re becoming more general, the question of inter
national migration has been little more than touched upon. It is 
a problem for the future even more than for the present. The 
International Labour Organisation has already done enough to 
show that it will be able to deal with the problem in all i~ aspeets 
when asked to do so by the States MerQ.bers. 



CHAPTER V 

SPECIAL CLASSES OF WORKERS 

From its earliest days the International L2bour 
S.aI/1t1/, Organisation has been familiar with the idea 

Agri<1llltlrai of "the unity of labour," and many speeches 
W.,.M" have been made on this subject at the Sessions 

Proje,Jiolllll _ of the Conference and the Governing Body. 
WorM', SaIari.d The International Labour Office, too, has 
Employ"" Natill. always shown its attachment to this idea, 

IIINI Colonial Labo"" which alone, in its opinion, would justify 
. its competence to deal with all branches of 

labour. After all, from the standpoint of general working con
ditions there is no real difference between the factory worker, the 
land worker and those who, for a living, go down to the sea 
in ships. Conditions are fundamentally the same for the worker 
and the salaried employee, the manual worker and the pro
fessional worker. Nor do they really vary much for the white, 
yellow or black races. Thus as a rule the International Labour 
Conventions are universal in character. 

There are, however, various methods of securing protection 
and equitable treatment for workers. The particular nature of 
the work performed by certain classes of workers necessitates 
the adoption of special regulations in addition -to those of a 
genera) nature. From the outset therefore the Organisation has 
been obliged to consider the special measures of protection 
required by certain classes of workers, and here as elsewhere its 
activities (there could be no question of its competence) have 
developed; they have been extended to seamen, agricultural 
workers, native and colonial labour and, lastly, to professional 
workers and salaried employees. 

I. M.uu-mm LABOUR 

The mercantile service is undoubtedly the most international 
of all trades: its work is transport from continent to continent, 
its sphere of activity the high seas, and it is therefore difficult 
without international agreement to protect the maritime industry 
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of one country from the competition of others. Moreover, the 
necessary measures for the protection of its workers would 
prove an almost intolerable burden for the merchant fleet of 
any nation acting alone. Consequently, in maritime work even 
more than in work on land, international regulations are an 
indispensable preliminary to social progress. 

In reality, international regulations are more easily conceivable 
in this branch of labour than elsewhere. The wandering life of a 
mariner changes but little with latitude, nationality and his port 
of registry. Throughout the world this occupation is the same, 
and from the Middle Ages it has always been regulated by a sort 
of international code, the custom of the seas, which applied to 
seamen of all nationalities employed side by side on the vessels 
of all countries. This code defined their obligations and rights; 
for, unlike their fellow-workmen on land, seamen have at all 
times been free agents. There seems po doubt, however, that 
the definite formation of the European States which coincided 
with the discovery of new lands from the sixteenth to the 
eighteenth century, resulted in breaking the unity of sea-law. 
On the basis of common principles taken from old customs 
and rights, national maritime codes were built up, which pro
vided surer guarantees, especially as regards conditions of labour, 
for shipowners and seamen alike. These, in their turn, enabled the 
trade unions to make international comparisons and to demand 
the adaptation of the principles of labour legislation to sea-law. 

There could, however, be no precise assimilation, for mari
time labour is in a class by itself. This fact was so strongly 
recognised that, when the Peace Treaties were be.ing prepared, 
the Commission on International Labour Legislation was asked 
by the seamen's associations to set up a special institution, side 
by side with the general Organisation, to deal with maritime 
questions. Happily, this proposal was rejected; but in the ideas 
prevailing at that time it is easy to trace the old conviction that 
maritime labour is a separate entity and that it is particularly 
suitable for international regulation. 

. The Second Session of the Conference, held 
Tin Organisation in Genoa in I9Z0, was devoted to maritime 

anti questions. The Third Session, in Geneva, was 
Mariti"" Labo", required, among other tasks, to complete the 

discussion of a number of maritime problems 
begun in··Genoa. Further Maritime Sessions were held in I1z6 
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and 1929, while still another seamen's Conference will take place 
in 1932. So that almost a third of the Sessions of the Conference 
will have discussed matitime problems. 

The frequency of these Sessions has ensured the efficacy as 
well as the continuity of the work undertaken on maritime 
matters. As far back as '920 the Governing Body sanctioned the 
creation in the Office of a Maritime Section and, in order to assist 
the section, instituted the Joint Maritime Commission, a body 
which includes an equal number of shipowners' and seamen's 
representatives, who are elected by the employers' and workers' 
delegates to the Maritime Sessions of the Conference. In 192I 
the Conference expressed the desire that no question con
cerning maritime labour should be put on its agenda without 
the previous approval of the Commission. The Governing 
Body, moreover, periodically consults the Commission on 
technical questions which seem to be of joint interest to ship
owners and seamen. 

One of the items on the agenda of the Genoa 
Tin IlIImIIZIi.1IIII Conference was "the consideration of the 
SIII11,.,/s C." possibility of drawing up an International 

Seamen's Code." As has already been said, 
the seamen's calling is everywhere the same and has been regu
lated since the Middle Ages by a sort of international maritime 
code based on the requirements and customs of the period. 
Here, then, were two excellent reasons for supposing that the 
matter could be dealt with nowadays without to() much difficulty. 
Adopting this point of view the Conference proposed that a 
code should be drawn up in the form of "a collection of laws 
and regulations dealing with the condition and position of 
seamen as such, which it may be possible for the various maritime 
countries of the world to adopt as a common and uniform body 
of international seamen's law." 

. Now "a collection of laws and regulations" does not mean a 
single code which will regulate all branches of sea-law. For it is 
only by the adoption of a series of separate Conventions, each 
dealing with a specific aspect of maritime labour, that an inter
national code can be ultimately evolved. The Genoa Conference 
itself decided to enumerate some of the questions which it con
sidered essential and all-important. There was no question of 
scrapping national codes; the question was rather one of defining 
the general principles to be followed in the regulation of one 
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or another branch of maritime work, and of getting national 
laws to conform to them. States whieb. as yet had no national 
seamen's code but possessed a mercantile service were asked 
by the Conference to draw up a code embodying provisions 
based on principles to be laid down by the Conference in speciaJ 
agreements. ' 

The main questions which the Conference recommended to the 
Governing Body for inclusion in the agenda of future Sessions 
were: seamen's articles of agreement, the accommodation for 
seamen aboard vessels, discipline, the settlement of disputes 
between individual seamen and their employers, and social 
insurance for seamen. 

In 192J the Governing Body put the ques
S,amlflJ Arlit", tion of the international codification of ~ 

of Agrll1l1ml relating to seamen's articles of agreement on 
the agenda of the Ninth Session of the Con

terence. The preliminary discussion of the question by the 
Joint Maritime Commission revealed two conflicting views 
between which the Commission was unable to decide. The 
shipowners maintained that codification should be restricted to 
rules already accepted by the maritime States, whereas the 
majority of the seamen's representatives wished to base it on 
the more advanced systems of national legislation. The Office 
consulted the Governments. The majority of the replies favoured 
the second conception, and this led the Office to prepare three 
separate Conventions, the first dealing with seamen's articles of 
agreement as such, the second with the repatriation of seamen 
and the third with the maintenance of discipline on board ship. 

A Convention was adopted on the first point. It deals with 
the nature, validity and various types of agreement, defines the 
compulsoty clauses and proofs of engagement to be inserted 
therein and establishes the public character of the agreements 
and the conditions under which they expire or may be terminated. 
It thus standardises the essential principles of agreements on an 
international basis. And, though it cannot be hailed as a great 
social achievement in the majority of the maritime States, it is 
undoubtedly a most useful model for countries where legislation 
is less advanced or in the course of preparation. 

The question of repatriation, which was well received in all 
quarters, led to a second Convention, which, besides guaranteeing 
that a Seanlan shall not be abandoned in a foreign port, lays down 
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definite regulations as ;egi.rds his repatriation. A seaman who is 
put ashore during the tcmn of his engagement or on its expiration 
is entitled to be sent back without cost to himself to his own 
country, either to the port where he was engaged or to that at 
which the voyage commenced. Here again the Convention is an 

. advance on backward nationallegisIation. The Convention does 
not apply to masters and apprentices serving under special 
agreements or to seamen employed in the deep-sea fishing 
industry. States were recommended to extend the repatriation 
provisions to the first two groups by a Recommendation and to 
the third group by a Resolution. 

Thus two of the main points were regulated by Conventions, 
the first of which has already been ratified by eleven States and 
the second by ten. 

Things did not go so smoothly, however, as regards the 
disciplinary measures applicable in cases of breach of contract. 
Here also the Office had prepared a Convention including an 
article which, while being absolutely essential, was, however, 
bound to lead to much controversy. This article dealt with the 
offences of "desertion," "absence without leave" and "refusal 
to obey orders." The draft prepared by the Office did not mention 
imprisonment except where these offences were of such a nature 
as to endanger persons on board, the vessel or the cargo. Only 
in such cases was criminal liability to be incurred. No agreement 
could, however, be reached on this point, and the article was 
dropped by the competent committee withoiit being replaced. 
The Conference thereupon rejected the Convention, feeling that 
it could not very well set up international regulations concerning 
discipline on board ship without settling the important question 
of disciplinary measures in case of desertion. It stated, however, 
th?-t the question would be kept in view and instructed the 
International Labour Office to follow its evolution until it was 
considered opportune to bring it before the Conference afresh. 

P,..ftt/iOIl 

of S,al1l'lI 

Although wiemployment, measures for placing 
workers in employment, the protection of 
young workers and inspection of labour 
conditions are general questions, they assume 
in the case of maritime labour such special 

forms that the Organisation has felt it necessary to deal with 
them separately for. seamen. 

Its action in connection with the finding of employment for 
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seamen has been based on the Convention adopted at the Genoa 
Conference in 19%0, which stipulates that all such operations 
shall be perfotmed not by private fee-charging agencies but by 
free public employment agencies managed joindy by the ship
owners' and seamen's associations under the supervision of a 
central authority, or, in the absence of combined measures of 
this kind, by the State itself . 

.A1; to unemployment, the same Session of the Conference 
adopted a Convention which requites the shipowner to pay an 
unemployment indemnity equal to two months' wages to 
members of the crew of any ship which is lost or founders. 

The Conference has voted three separate Conventions con
cerning the employment of young persons on board ship. The 
:first, adopted at Genoa in 19Z0, prohibits the engagement of 
children under fourteen years on vessds other than those 
upon which only members of the same family are employed. 
The second, adopted at Geneva in 19%1, stipulates that to be 
eligible for employment on vessels, subject to the same exception, 
persons under eighteen must produce a medical certificate which 
is renewable once a year; while the third, which was also adopted 
at the Third Session of the Conference, fixes at eighteen years 
the ~um age for admission of young persons to employment 

. as trimmers or stokers. 
Of these five Conventions the first has obtained 17 ratiJica

tions; the second, 16; the third, zz; and the fourth and fifth, 
Z3 each. 

Furthetmore, at irs Ninth Session in 19z6 the Conference 
voted a Recommendation on the general principles for the 
inspection of the conditions of work of seamen, which, afrer 
defining the aims in view, provides for the organisation of 
inspection and the publication of an annual report on the wo!k 
of the inspection services, and makes proposals concerning the 
powers and duties of inspectors, the safeguards necessary to 
prevent abuses and the co-operation of shipowners and seamen 
with the inspection authorities. 

In 19%9 the Thirteenth Session of the Con
QlltStiDIIJ lI1Iikr ference embarked on the study of a number of 

CDlIJiikriltiDII new questions. Under the double-discussion 
procedure which has now been applied for a 

number of years that Session was merely called upon to establish 
the principles on which a questionnaire for despatch to the 
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Governments should be based and to decide as to the inclusion 
of the said questions in the agenda of the next Maritime Session, 
when they would be the subject of definite decisions. All the 
questions were retained by the Conference. They related to 
hours of work, the protection of seamen in case of sickness or 
accident, the promotion of seamen's welfare in ports and the 
professional capacity of ship's officers. 

Hoflf's of WorA: 
011 bOllra Ship 

Here, as for industry, it was the question of 
hours of work which led to the keenest 
discussion. When Part XIII of the Peace 
Treaty urged the adoption of an eight-hour 

day no mention. was made of its limitation to certain classes of 
work. Nor was any such stipulation made in 1919 when the 
Washington Conference was called upon to examine "the applica
tion of the eight-hour day or of the forty-eight-hour week." 
Though that Conference limited the Convention which it adopted 
to industry and the transport services, it also definitely affirtned 
the necessity and urgency of convening a special Conference to 
determine the conditions which might suitably be applied to 
transport by sea, and even stated in the Convention that these 
conditions should include the principle of the eight-hour day. 

The question therefore came up for discussion at the first 
Maritime Session held in Genoa in 1920. That Session adopted 
two Recommendations which called on the States Members to 
do all in their power to regulate work in the fishing industry 
and in navigation in accordance with the principle of the eight
hour day. But although the proposed Convention conceruing 
an eight-hour day in the merchant service received a large 
number of votes-48 to 24-the two-thirds majority required 
was not obtained and the Convention was not adopted. 

After a setback of this kind the Organisation was bound 
to take the question up again. At the Maritime Session in 1926 

the Conference itself demanded that it should soon be again 
placed on its agenda, with the result that the question was 
brought up before the Thirteenth Session in 1929 under the 
title of "Regulation of hours of work on board ship." A break 
was thus made with theoretical formulae, future progress being 
no longer prejudiced by the idea that the Conference was dis
cussing "the conditions in which the Washington Convention 
might be applied to seamen." Moreover, the preparatory work of 
the Office had been very thorough, and an attempt had been 
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made not only to establish the usual comparative analysis of 
legislation but also to discover a real working basis for a practical 
solution. Everything then seemed favourable. The discussion 
of the matter led, however, to heated debates and to a number of 
lively incidents. The final outcome of the first discussion was the 
adoption of "conclusions" in which the Conference decIared 
that the possibility of regulating hours of work by a Draft Con
vention based on the principle of "an eight-hour day or a forty
eight-hour week" should be considered and that, prior to the next 
Maritime Session of the Conference, the International Labour 
Office should ascertain the views of the Goverlllllents on the 
following main points: scope of the Draft Convention as regards 
vessels, trades, persons employed on board and special climatic 
conditions; the methods to be adopted iil port, on sailing days, on 
passage, on arrival days; the possibility of providing that overtime 
for certain classes of work necessary for safety should not be 
subject either to limitation or compensation and the definition 
of such work. 

The foregoing details are more than enough to show once 
again the peculiar situation of maritime workers, while they 
also bring out the complexity of the whole question and the 
likelihood of considerable differences of opinion in the answers 
received from the Governments. In order to give the Govern
ments adequate time for reflection and to enable the Office to 
study and bring to the notice of all concerned the different 
opinions expressed, it was decided that the second discussion of 
the question should take place only at a Session to be held in 
1932, and that in 1931 the Office should convene a preparatory 
technical maritime conference similar to that called in January 
1930 in connection with the study of conditions of work in 
the coaImining industry. 

Here the matter stands at present. There seems no doubt that 
a basis for future agreement will ultimately be found. 

P,.ttt/iOfl of 
S.I1111'" I1gainJl 
Sirkn,JJ 11f1t/ 
A.rit/",ts 

The 1929 Session of the Conference also held 
the first discussion of the question of "the 
protection of seamen in case of sickness 
(including the treatment of seamen injured on 
board ship), i.e. (a) the individual liability of 
the shipowner towards sick or injured seamen; 

(b) sickness insurance for seamen." This is the formal title which 
the Governing Body drew up for this item. 
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It was on this text that the Office had to work and base its 
comparative studies, and it was on the same text that it had to 
draw up its questionnaire for despatch to the Governments 
with a view to the ultimate preparation of one or more Con
ventions. The wording of the text seems to indicate that the 
Governing Body did not contemplate the same studies and con
clusions for sickness and accident alike. In the case of sickness, 
it suggests the regulation ·of the shipowner's obligations towards 
sick seamen on board ship and the establishment of a system of 
sickness insurance, while for accidents the regulation of the 
shipowner's liabilities is also intended, but without any question 
of accident compensation or insurance. The Office could· not 
do otherwise than fall in with these proposals. It prepared 
two reports on the basic principles of questionnaires intended 
to lead to two separate Conventions, one dealing with the 
shipowner's obligations towards sick or injured seamen, the 
other with seamen's sickness insurance. Its conclusions, which 
were adopted by the Conference, will come up for second dis
cussion in 193 z. A certain amount of progress is certain to be made, 
although less than might have been possible. 

The Conference drew attention in I9Z0 and 
S'QlllMis W,lfarl I9z6 to the moral and social importance of 

ill Ports measures which would secure comfortable 
and respectable conditions for seamen during 

their stay in ports, where, far from home and with small means at 
their disposal, they are deprived of domestic and family comforts. 

After consulting the Joint Maritime Commission the Office 
drew up a list of points on which the Governments might be 
consulted. Its proposals were accepted by the Governing Body 
without much change. The field covered by the list prepared by 
the Office included the organisation of methods and institutions 
for the study of the living conditions of seamen when in port 
and the co-ordination of certain measures, such as the regulation 
of the sale of alcohol in or near dock areas and the supervision 
of the use and sale of narcotics; the prohibition of the employ
ment in public houses of attendants of either sex under a certain 
age; official supervision of taverns and hotels; the lighting and 
fencing of dock areas; the supervision of boatmen plying 
between ships and the shore; the removal from dock areas of 
persons of no definite occupation; the organisation of special 
police forces for dock areas; improved co-operation between 
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consuls and the local authorities; greater practical facilities for 
seamen to communicate with their Consul; measures to ensure 
improved protection for seamen, such as the prohibition of 
soliciting and enticing seamen in harbour areas, the admission 
without difficulty of seamen of all nationalities and religious 
beliefs to hospitals and dispensaries, free and accessible treatment 
for venereal and other diseases, the installation and development 
of hostels, recreation rooms, canteens, libraries, sports organisa
tions and opportunities for excursions. 

Here, at any rate, there is evety reason to believe that the 
193' Conference will lead to highly satisfactory results. 

. The question of the professional capacity 
ProfiJJiolflJi of mercantile marine officers was discussed 
CttpatitJ oj and subsequently put on one side at the 

OjJi<trJ Ninth Session in 1926. But, following the 
collision which occurred.in August of the 

same year between the French liner Lohls and the Turkish 
collier Boz-Kollrl, the International Association of Mercantile 
Marine Officers asked the Office to take it up anew. On the 
unanimous proposal of the Joint Maritime Commission the 
Governing Body included in the agenda of the Thirteenth 
Session of the Conference in 1929 an item conceived in the 
following terms: "Establishment by each maritime country of a 
minimum requirement of professional capacity in the case of 
captains, navigating and engineer officers in charge of watches 
on board merchant ships." 

The importance of this question is easily understood, for on 
its solution depends the safety of passengers and crews as well 
as the professional reputation of the officers of the mercantile 
service. The points on which the Conference decided to consult 
the Governments related to the classes of persons required to 
hold a competency certificate and the nature of the certificate, 
the possible exceptions to the rules, the general conditions 
attached to the grant of certificates, the penalties to be estab
lished for non-compliance with the regulations and the super
vision of their application. 

The brief description given above of the 
Work still hi bl maritime problems which have been settled 
AnoIllPlishtti or are at present under consideration is 

sufficient to show the extent of the work 
already completed by the Organisation in this sphere. But 
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here again. and perhaps more than in any other field, the 
immensity of the problems still to be solved strikes the 
imagination. 

In order to give an approximate idea of the tasks ahead it is 
enough to mention some of the questions which the various 
services of the Office are studying at the request of G<>vernments 
or official organisations. These include conditions of labour in 
the fishing industry, the study of which was decided on by the 
1926 Conference, and the special conditions of workers employed 
in fishing for sponges, pearls, coral and other marine products, 
decided on by the same Session of the Conference. Then there is 
the protection of seamen's health, demanded by the Thirteenth 
Session of the Conference in 1929, which is being studied with 
the help of the Permanent Committee on Seamen's Welfare and 
the collaboration of the Health Section of the League of Nations 
and the League of Red Cross Societies. Another problem is the 
safety of seamen, a matter closely bound up with the problem 
of the general safety of navigation, for the solution of which 
the Communications and Transit Organisation of the League of 
Nations provides valuable assistance. Then there is a request 
made by the Joint Maritime .Commission concerning the regula
tion of the loading of vessels, while another important question 
is that of the overloading of ships and load-line regulations, 
which is being studied as the result of repeated requests re
oeived from the Seafarers' Joint Committee of Great Britain, 
the Inte~tional Association of Mercantile Marine Officers and 
the Joint Maritime Commission. Enquiries are also being made 
into technical maritime education at the request of the Genoa 
Co~ce; conditions of labour of Asiatic seamen at the 
request of the Thirteenth Session of the Conference in 1929; 
the penaI consequences of professional mistakes committed on 
thl; high seas and resulting in collisions, the penalties to be in
curred and the competent courts--<Juestions raised by the Inter
national Association of Mercantile Matine Officers after the 
lAw incident. 

It is noteworthy that in each case the study of these questions 
has been undertaken at the request of the Conference, the Joint 
Maritime Commission or other important organisations concerned. 
This would seem to imply that sooner or later they are likely to 
come up for discussion or international adjustment. In dealing 
with them now the 'Office is merelr exercising foresight. 
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In addition to maritime navigation consideration must be 
given to inland navigation on rivers and canals. It will be 
recalled that one of the Recommendations adopted at the Genoa 
Conference concerned the limitation of hoon of work in inland 
navigation. Unfortunately that Recommendation had little 
effect. Later, in 1929, the Conference requested the Governing 
Body to bring the question again before the Conference. In the 
meantime as a result of suggestions made by the International 
Committee on the Unification of River Law (a technical body 
of the Communications and Transit Organisation of the League 
of Nations) the Office undertook the study of working conditions 
in general on the great international rivers of Europe. A small 
joint committee has been appointed, consisting of three representa
tives of the Communications and Transit Organisation and three 
members of the Governing Body (one each from the Government, 
Employers' and Workers' Groups). The Governing Body, as 
a result of the conclusions of the Joint Committee, later decided 
to set up a Committee of Experts of nine members, including 
four members of the Governing Body (two employers' and two 
workers' delegates). At present, this Committee is conducting 
the necessary enquiries. 

Finally, there is the question of "air navigation." The Thirteenth 
Session of the Conference requested the Governing Body to 
undertake preparatory work with a view to establishing inter
national regulations concerning the safety, the work and the 
technical training of persons employed in air navigation. This 
work has been hegun. The profusion and intricacy of the tech
nical, economic and legal problems which arise must be obvious 
to all. 

To sum up, it can truthfully be said that despite the great 
diffic:ulties which so frequently arise in associating the Govern
ments of the maritime Powers and the shipowners' and seamen's 
associations in a common endeavour, the work already accom
plished by the Organisation is substantial and effective. While 
the whole immense field has not yet been entirely delved, it has 
been marked off, surveyed and to a large extent cleared. 
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II. AGRICULTURAL WORKERS 

The International Labour Organisation has 
from its earliest days included agricultural 
labour in its programme. Since its constitution 
the International Labour Office has had an 
Agricultural Service, and never has the 

existence of this Service been questioned by the Governing Body. 
Indeed, it has frequently happened, even quite recently, that 
members of that body have asked for the Service to be enlarged. 
The initial plan of work drafted by the Service was vast, and 
perhaps even rather ambitious, but there is every reason to expect 
that it will one day be Iinally consummated. This plan, drawn up 
in London in February 19zo, includes inter alia the following 
questions: right of association and combination of agriculturaI 
workers; collective agreements; all branches of social insurance, 
including unc:mployment insurance; wages and hours· of work; 
regulation of the work of women and children; housing; pre
vention of sickness; supervision of conditions of labour; general 
and technical education; co-operation; credit. 

It has of course been necessary to concentrate on certain 
questions within the limited means at the disposal of the Office. 
But the above enumeration is given to show that from the outset 
the International Labour Office had no intention of dealing with 
agricultural labour as the Cinderella of the industries and that 
it is not to be laid at the door of the Office if such labour 
has not been put on an equal footing with industrial labour. 
The industrial Session of the Conference at Washington in 1919, 
followed by a Maritime Session at Genoa in 19zo, was also 
succeeded by an Agricultural Session in Geneva in 1911, when 
thxee of the four items on the agenda concerned agricultural 
workers. Although dating back to 1911, the technical report 
published by the Office in connection wit!> that Session may 
probably still be regarded as the most complete and most useful 
international handbook on conditions of work in agriculture. 
All the above-mentioned subjects are covered, though the 
facts are not complete on all points. The 1911 Conference adopted 
a number of Recommendations concerning the night work of 
women in agriculture, the night work of children and young 
persons in agriculture, the protection of women wage-eamers 
in agriculture before and after childbirth, the prevention of 
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unemployment in agriculture and the development of technical 
agricultural education. These Recommendations in the majority 
of cases embodied a request to the Governments to extend to 
agricultural workers the protective measures laid down in the 
Conventions adopted at Washington two years previously on 
bchalf of industrial workers. 

There were, however, two essential differences in the measures 
proposed. In the first place the Conference restricted its efforts 
on certain points in favour of agricultural workers to Recom
mendations. Secondly, in dealing with agricultural labour, the 
vital question of hours of work, which had been settled at 
Washington for industrial workers, was withdrawn from the 
Geneva agenda. It was clear from the very outset that the 
Conference would not deal with questions of agricultural labour 
so sweepingly as with questions of industrial or even maritime 
labour. It is. not without interest to study the reasons. 

5perial Arpee/s 
of Agrintllllral 

Probullu 

The most striking and unfortunate feature of 
agricultural labour problems seems to be the 
entire absence, prior to 19"0, of any syste
matic and continuous study of them compar
able to that carried out during the previous 

half-century in connection with industrial problems. Spasmodic, 
partial and iuegular efforts have, of course, been made from 
time to time to study the matter, but as these generally occurred 
in connection with a. depression they were usually ill-prepared 
and ceased with the passing of the crisis. It frequently happened 
that an enquiry would be made in one country without the 
slightest reference to or consideration of identical research work 
carried out some years previously. 

The chaotic and desultory nature of enquiries into conditions 
of labour in agriculture is still common to all countries, though 
since the War the attention of Governments and of the public 
everywhere has been strongly drawn to these questions. No 
doubt it is exceptional nowadays to find an agricultural enquiry 
that does not refer in some way to the hours of work and housing 
conditions of agricultural workers, and particularly to their wages, 
and certainly a number of exhaustive national enquiries have been 
conducted on these questions. But it is still difficult to obtain 
complete information for a given period for anyone country, or 
data which will permit of international comparisons. From this 
standpoint alone the effort made by the International Labour Office 
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to publish a comprehensive article or documentary information 
on agricultural questions once a month in the Intmtational LabOJir 

"&vi"" or in InJu.rtrial amJ LAbolll" ltiformation (since 19ZI, sixty 
sueh articles have appeared in the "&vi",,), has rendered a great 
service to the agricultural workers. 

A second characteristic of agricultural labour was gradually 
realised by the Office and eventually by those with whom it 
came in contact. At the outset the Office, the organisations with 
which it was in touch and the Conference itself were dominated 
by the idea of obtaining whenever possible the same conditions 
for agricultural labour as those. secured for industrial workers. 
Subsequent enq)liry proved that agriculture could not be entirely 
assimilated to industry. There is of course II close connection, 
and the essential principles and fundamental problems are the 
same, but it is not at all so certain that the same solutions are 
always practicable. It became apparent that although agriculture 
as a whole is not affected by certain intricate problems which 
arise in industry, it is nevertheless faced with other difficulties 
which have been overcome in industry many years ago. 

The Conference was to encounter these obstacles from the 
very outset. For instance, the 19ZI Recommendation concerning 
the prevention of unemployment in agriculture mentions a 
number of measures which go beyond the scope suggested by 
its tide: modernisation of technical methods, intensification of 
production and measures to encourage the development of 
agricultural workers' co-operative societies for the working 
and renting of land. In spite of its desire to obtain equal protec
tion for agricultural and industrial workers, the Organisation 
had to recognise at the very outset that the measures to be 
adopted could not always be the same. 

The fact became apparent that there would probably be more 
difficulty in arriving at such measures in the agricultural sphere; 
this constitutes the third point of difference between agriculture 
and industry. The queStion of hours of work had been with
drawn from the agenda of the 19u Session without any promise 
of future action. The Convention adopted at that Session con
cerning the minimum age for admission of children to employ
ment in agriculture was much less rigid than that approved two 
years previously concerning the minimum age for admission to 
industrial work. For instance, the employment of children under 
fourteen years was prohibited in agriculture only during 
l~~ 0 



ZIO Sp,cial Classe.r of Workers 

hours :fixed for school attendaDce and provided it did not 
prejudice their attendance at school. Furthermore, the annual 
period of school attendance was stated at eight months, while 
the periods and the hours of school attendance might be so 
arranged "as to permit the employment of children in light 
agricultural work and in particular on light work connected 
with the harvest." 

It was clear that these differences were not entirely due to the. 
unequal social standards prevailing almost everywhere for these 
two classes of workers, but rather to different economic condi
tions. The question of the limitation of hours of work is obviously 
much more difficult to solve in agriculture than in industry, 
while the large amount of family labour employed in agriculture 
undoubtedly complicates the solution of the child labour question. 
Indeed, the solution o£ these two problems seems to have been 
postponed-totally in the first case and partially in the second, 
in so far as the solution at present adopted is inadequate and 
provisional. 

It must be recognized that economic difficulties of a quite 
special character were among the motives which actuated those 
opposed to the activity of the Organisation in the field of agri
cultural labour. These motives even led those persons to bring 
the question of the competence of the Office before the Permanent 
Court of International Justice. But the award given by the Court 
in I9Z1 upheld the arguments of the Office and definitely proved 
its entire competence to deal with agricultural questions. 

Swayed by these and other considerations, the Organisation 
has since 1921 proceeded on the principle that, in dealing with 
agricultural questions, it would have to adapt its methods to the 
special requirements of the case and advance by stages, without 
however abandoning the programme established in 19%0 or the 
liberal aspirations expressed in 19%1. 

APwiDJDj 
Ru,,,,,b 

The first matter to be settled, and one on 
which the solution of all others seemed to 
depend, was the representation of agricultural 
interests in the Conference and other institu

tions set up by the Organisation. It was, however, impossible 
to proceed with this without first ascertaining how and to what 
extent agricultural employers and workers were organised. Since 
the very inception of the International Labour Organisation it 
has always been considered that the success of its efforts on 
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behalf of any particular class of workers would depend on the 
extent to which that class was organised and capable of sup
porting its demands by influencing national and international 
public opinion. 

The Agricultural Service of the Office took up the study of 
this question, and in 1928 published a report on the R4p,.,slltfation 
and Organisation of AgriGtdhlrai Workers, which contains, among 
other things, an accurate summary of recent opinions expressed 
with regard to the constitution and competence of the Organisa
tion and the representation of agricultural interests. The report 
also summarises the official decisions taken in connection with 
agriculture in 1919 by the Commission on International Labour 
Legislation of the Peace Conference, and discusses the attitude 
of other official bodies on this same matter. Another part of the 
report deals with the definition of an agricultural worker from 
a legal, economic and social standpoint, and his relation to tenant 
farmers and small-holders, the whole being concluded by notes 
on agricultural trade unionism in each of the States Members. 

At the same time a series of articles was published on the 
spare time of agricultural workers, agrarian reform in the various 
countries and its effects on the land workers, the housing of 
agricultural workers, the education of agricultural workers' 
children, hours of work, wages, unemployment and the placing 
in employment of agricultural workers, contracts of service 
and the question of agricultural accidents in the different States. 

As is customary, the Service responsible fot this work main
tained close contact with other official bodies interested in 
agricultural questions. It was in agreement with the Scientific 
Management Institute, then recently established in Geneva with 
the help of the International Labour Office, that it began work 
on a series of studies dealing with scientific management in 
agriculture, Ii. question which, it will be recalled, was fore
shadowed in the 1921 Recommendation concerning unemploy
ment in agriculture: It was also in agreement with the Economic 
Organisation of the League of Nations that it published, in 
connection with the World Economic Conference, a study on 
the relation of labour costS to total production costs in agri
culture which covered eleven important agricultural countries: 
Australia, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland and the United 
States. 
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Acting in conjunction with the International Institute of 
Agriculture, which was founded in Rome in 190" the Inter
national Labour Office set up the Mixed Advisory Agricultural 
Committee, a body which, comprising representatives of the 
Governing Body and the Permanent Committee of the Institute, 
meets as a rule once a year to advise on collaboration between 
these two institutions in enquiries into agricultural problems. 
The questions which are at present the subject of collaboration 
in study by the two institutions include contracts of service, 
hours of work, wages and statistics, and the rural exodus. 

Retllll Att,mpts 
III I"lIrntJtiD1IflI 

RegulatiD" 

Five years after the finding of the Permanent 
Court the Conference was again called on to dis
cuss agricultural questions. When, in 192.7, it 
adopted a Draft Convention concerning sickness 
insurance for workers in industry, it adopted a 

similar measure for agricultural workeJ:S. Again, in 192.9 it was 
expressly stated that the Recommendation voted at that Session 
concerning the prevention of industrial accidents was to cover 
agricultural workers. In acting thus the Conference was un
doubtedly making a further attempt to put industrial and agri
cultural workers on an equal footing, and it is interesting to see 
whether this attempt succeeded or failed. The mere fact that the 
192.7 Conference adopted two separate Conventions on identically 
the same subject shows that it was leaving the way open for the 
States Members to ratify the Convention affecting industry 
before taking action on the agricultural Convention. This is 
exactly what has happened, and at the moment the first has 
received eight ratifications as against two by the second. As to the 
Recommendation on the prevention of industrial accidents, it is 
to be noted that the proposal was qualified by the words "taking 
into account the special conditions of agricultural workers." 

The Sessions of 1927 and 1929 may therefore be said to have 
accomplished muCh more than that of 1 9ZI. While great practical 
progress towards assimilation was made, complete equality still 
remajned unachieved. 

A state of complete equality will be reached 
Tin Wor}: still only when the degree of organisation of 

ItJ In AttomplislnJ agricultural workers becomes comparable with 
that of industrial workers, and when the 

studies and enquiries at present being pursued by the Office 
and other' international bodies have served to determine what 
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questions and what particular aspects of the problems common 
to labour as a whole are of special interest to agricultural workers. 
These special problems and these special aspects exist, whether 
they be due to the unequal development of technical methods 
or organisation, or to some essential difference due to natural 
conditions, or simply to the methods traditionally employed in 
dealing with agriculture. There are radical and superficial differ
ences between the two branches of labour, and both have their 
effects on conditions of work. If they are ignored, there is a 
great risk that adequate measures for protecting working condi
tions in agriculture will never be evolved. For these reasons the 
agricultural studies undertaken by the Office are bound to be 
beside the mark if, in addition to their main object, which is 
social, they neglect the technical and economic aspects of the 
problem. . 

It is impossible not to perceive the immense differences in the 
methods of financing of industrial, transport or shipping under
takings and of financing agricultural undertakings. In the first 
case huge amounts of private capital are concentrated in mobile 
form. In the second case the land is divided up among millions 
of small undertakings, with little capital and still less reserves, 
which, owing to the .difficulty of finding private credit, must 
perforce seek public or State aid. This gives rise to the organisa
tion of agricultural credit, which is a democratic institution, in 
the first place because it draws on public funds and brings no 
profit to the credit institution, but only to -the agriculturists, 
and secondly because it is society as a whole which, by regulating 
the flow of capital towards the different branches, guides and 
directs agriculture as a whole. 

It is also impossible not to perceive the great organic differ
ences between the powetful associations in industry, transport 
or shipping-where everything is in the hands of a few highly 
concentrated and independent combines-and the agricultural 
associations, which, co-operative in spirit, are formed to promote 
the use of machinety in common and to encourage production 
and commercial concentration. The situation of the agricultural 
workers and the small farmers who work the bulk of the land 
cannot be grasped unless all these factors, which are of economic 
as well as of social importance, are fully recognised. 

Again, the agricultural depression at present affecting the 
whole world is an international problem which requires an 
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international solution, because its causes are the same everywhere 
and must be sought in industrw States just as much as in agri
cultural countries. In the latter, the main causes are overproduc
tion and the low price of agricultural produce in comparison 
with the manufactured articles which agriculture requires, while 
in the industrial countries the reasons are to be sought for in the 
general incapacity to absorb the whole of the agricultural produc
tion even at the low prices prevailing. The result is keen com
petition between agricultural countries, which one and all are 
trying to lower their prices by cutting their costs, often to the 
detriment of wages. This, in any case, is how the situation is 
generally described. 

Whether it is actually so or not can only be shown by an 
enquiry. The report prepared by the Office in 19Z7 on the relation 
of labour costs to the total cost of production in agriculture was 
the first attempt to elucidate this questipn, thll. study of which is 
still going on. The field to he covered by research work is large, 
and includes technical and economic conditions in agriculture, 
agrarian reform, agricultural credit, the rural exodus, co-opera
tion, profits, wage rates, the exploiting of women and children, 
the standard of living of small farmers and the effect on the 
agricultural labour market of the introduction of machinery 
and . rationalisation methods in agriculture. All these questions 
are of equal importance, and in studying them the International 
Labour Organisation is bringing the time nearer when protec
tion for agricultural labour will be claimed and obtained with the 
same rapidity, continuity and success with which it was secured 
for industrial workers. 

COl1lj>lfenu of 
fhl Organisation 

m. PROFESSIONAL WORKERS 

At its Third Session in 19ZI the Couference 
adopted a Resolution couched in the following 
terms: 

The Third International Labour Conference, viewing with 
sympathy the efforts at organisation which bave been made for 
some time past by the intcIlectual workers' (inventors, technical 

I The Office has now adopted the tenD "professional workcrs fl in place of lIintcl .. 
lectual worken. II 
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employees in commelCC and industty, jurists, men of science, 
joumalists, writers, artists, professors, etc.); 

Being of opinion that it is its duty to assist those who derive 
their means of existence from imsginstive or intellectual work 
to obtsin better conditions of life and thus to assure full develop
ment to intellectual work, thanks to which humanity progressively 
advances; 

Invites the Governing Body of the International Labour Office 
to consider means of creating a Commission on Intellectual Work 
composed of representstives of the national organisations of 
intellectual workers . 

. More than six years were to pass before any real effect was given 
to this Resolution. It cannot, however, be said that its object 
was less worthy than others to which the Office was alteady 
devoting its attention, or that the competence of the Organisa
tion to deal with the 'working conditions of professional workers 
was in any way contested. The "unity of labour," so often affirmed 
at the Conference, implied the right of the Conference to deal 
with all branches of labour, and this right has only once been 
questioned-in connection with agricultural labour. The reply 
of the Permanent Court upon that occasion may well be said 
to apply to all classes of workers. 

The Organisation and its permanent Office, while desiring to 
study every question thoroughly, were not in a position in the 
early days to deal with them all at the same time. It was necessary 
to adopt some sort of regular order and choice, based largely on 
circumstances. In 1911 the time was not ripe for a study of the 
professional workers' conditions, as the "injustice" and "hard
ship" of their position, to quote the Preamble to Part XIII, were 
not so crying as they were to become some years later. 

At that time, too, the professional workers' organisations 
. were in their infancy. They were only beginning to realise and 
feel the effects of the great mistake they had made in allowing 
the breach "which broke the unity of labour," as Mr. Justin 
Godart so aptly put it, to widen between them and the manual 
workers. Many national organisations were in process of forma
tion; different types of associations, federations and confedera
tions were being formed, some purely occupational, others 
technical, some loosely formed or otherwise based on the require
ments of their members. These bodies sometimes closely 
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resembled the trade unions, sometimes were entirely dilferent. 
But it was only in 191' that an international body, the Inter
national Confederation of Professional Workers, was constituted, 
and a certain interval was still to elapse before any precise form 
was given to the demands which were being expressed, more 
energetically than lucidly, in a spirit of general discontent. 

Called on at that time to deal with a large 
Barb Efforts number of difficult problems, the International 

Labour Office was obliged to postpone the 
study of the constitution of the Commission proposed in 192.1. 

Meanwhile it did all in its power to help in an indirect manner. 
In 192.2. the League of Nations set up a permanent body called 
the International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation. The 
purpose of the Committee was clearly shown by its constitution 
and by its membership, which comprised the leading personalities 
in the world of science, philosophy and .the arts. It was required 
to promote intellectual progress by personal contact and the 
exchange of ideas, and by such methods to build up, side by side 
with the treasures of national civilisation and thought, a sort of 
univ~al commonwealth of intellect, inspired by the principles 
of peace on which the League of Nations is founded and based 
on the mutual understanding and exchange of ideas, theories 

. and works of literature and art. The fact that the material and 
economic position of professional workers did not come within 
its competence was r!,peatedly stressed by members of the 
Committee. It is obvious, however, that professional work has 
a material basis, and that the scholar, artist, man of letters and 
all who adopt a liberal calling can as a rule continue their labours 
only if the work provides them with a living. It was therefore 
natural that the International Labour Office, unable at that time 
to do all that it had to and later did do for professional workers, 
should endeavour to collaborate with the new institution by 
offering to help it to study the material conditions of professional 
workers. 

The Committee accepted this offer. It was arranged that the 
International Labour Office should be represented at the meetings 
of the Committee by a member of the Office stalf-4 rule which 
has been regularly observed ever sinCe-4.0d that the Office 
should at the request of the Committee supply reports on the 
conditions of life and work of certain classes of professional 
workers. Reports of this kind were submitted on technicians in 
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industry and on musicians in 19Z3, and on engineers and chemists 
in 191._ 

By that time, however, requests for information began to be 
received from the professional workers' organisations them
selves. In 1915 the Association of Journalists Accredited to the 
League of Nations asked the Office to prepare a study on the 
conditions of work and life of journalists. The Office immediately 
set to work on this task, in which it was aided by the International 
Federation of J oumalists which came into being about that time. 
The study appeared in 1918 and was very favourably received. 

TIH At/IJisory 
COlllfllit," 011 

Pro/mio",,1 
Worms 

In 1917 the Governing Body, in compliance 
with the 1911 Resolution referred to at the 
beginning of this section, set up the Advisory 
Committee on Professional Workers. This 
Committee, in addition to three memberS of 
the Governing Body-one for each group":

comprises two representatives of the International Committee 
on Intellectual Co-operation of the League of Nations (who 
with the three Governing Body members constitute the executive 
of the Committee), four representatives of the International 
Confederation of Professional Workers, one member appointed 
by the International Federation of Journalists and one by each 
of the national organisations of professional workers in Germany, 
Italy, India and Japan, and three representatives of the Inter
national Organisation of Industrial Employers. 

At the time of writing the Committee has already held two 
sessions, in 1918 and 1919. At the suggestion of the Office it 
was called upon by the Governing Body to study five main 
questions. In connection with the first question-unemployment 
among professional worketS-the Office prepared a highly 
informative report, to which reference has already been made;. 
It will be remembered that the Committee proposed and the 
Governing Body agreed that this study should be extended to 
cover the questions of vocational selection and guidance and the 
placing of professional workers in employment. 

With regard to the second question-inventions by salaried 
workers-il resolution adopted by the Committee will be exam
ined by the Governing Body with a view to necessary action as 
soon as it has been studied by the Advisory Committee on 
Salaried Employees, to which reference will be made later. 

The . Committee has not yet been able to form a definite 
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and nnanjmous opinion on the third question, that of the 
"radius" clause or clauses concerning the subsequent employ- '," 
meat of engineers and technical workers leaving the service of 
an undertaking. 

On the fourth question, concerning the finding of employment 
for theatrical artists, the decisions of the Committee have led the 
Governing Body to instruct the Office that Governments which 
have ratified the Washington Unemployment Convention should 
be asked to make special reference in the reports submitted in 
accordance with Article 408 of the Peace Treaty to any measures 
wbich they may have adopted for the organisation of free public 
employment agencies for artists. 

As a result of the study of the fifth question-the conscience 
clause concerning the termination of the employment of journalists 
in cases where the outlook of their paper is changed-the Com
mittee and the Governing Body have. decided that the enquiry 
work undertaken should be extended to cover all the essential 
clauses of the contracts of service, and a sub-committee has 
been appointed to carry out this work. 

A number of other questions are also bound to be studied; 
for instance, the measures to be taken to alleviate the unemploy
ment prevailing among musicians as a result of the spread of 
mechanical'music, and performers' rights in connection with 
broadcasting and mechanical music. 

The criticism has been made that the activities of the Advisory 
Committee on Professional Workers are multifarious and dis
persed. But where the field is wide, prospecting must be done. 
As in the case of agricultural workers, it would seem advisable to 
study all the essential conditions in order to determine whether 
there are any suitable for international regulation. It is encour
aging that enquiry should have shown that at least one of these 
questions-the finding of employment for theatrical artists-not 
only lends itself to international adjustment but actually comes 
within the scope of an International Convention adopted as far 
back as. 19 I 9. It is also a matter of satisfaction to note that, 
thanks to the Office, journalists are already formulating a number 
of principles suitable for embodimC!!t in the standard journalists' 
contracts of all countries. A resolution of the Committee even 
goes so far as to indicate the possibility of determining general 
principles for inclusion in the collective agreements of all pro
fessional workers. 
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. Thus • good beginning has been made. But there are still a 
'number of points which the Office is bound to take into con
sideration. For instance, it is practically certain that in the future 
questions of special interest to professional workers will be 
included on the agenda of the Conference, although it is still 
uncertain what these questions may be. Again, there can be no 
doubt that professional workers' conditions can be studied as 
thoroughly as those of industrial workers, but, as in the case of 
agricultural workers, the want of internationally comparable 
statistics is a great obstacle. This matter has, however, now 
been taken up by the Intemational Institute of Intellectual 
Co-operation of !he League of Nations; the International Labour 
Office will do all in its power to help the Institute in this work. 

Employ.u 
and LabOIl1' 

COIII/",tiollS 

IV. SALARIED EMpLOYl!I!S 

The International Labour Organisation bas 
sometimes been accused even by the salaried 
employees themselves of not having devoted 
any attention to their position until towards 
the very end of its first ten years of work. 

This statement does not quite conform to the facts. It is true that 
the special conditions of work of salaried employees were for a 
number of years not subjected to any general examination. But 
many of the Conventions and Recommendations adopted by the 
Conference apply alike to salaried employees and manual workers. 
This is true of the Conventions and Recommendations concerning 
unemployment, emigration, maternity, spare time and social 
insurance. Moreover, in 19ZI the Conference adopted a Recom
mendation concerning weekly rest in commercial establishments. 
But as regards hours of work the Washington Conference 
restricted the application of the Convention' to industrial under~ 
takings and transport, postponing until some later date the study 
of the limitation of hours of work in commerce. It was found 
at that time to be impossible to incorporate in a single Convention 
the provisions required for both industry and commerce. 

It was in these circumstances that in I 9~6, at 
Till MDnh'lt« Montreux, the salaried employees' associations 

drafted a common programme of questions of 
special interest to salaried employees, which 

appeared to deserVe the early attention of the International 
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Labour Organisation. This programme, which was endorsed by 
the first meeting of the International Association for Social 
Progress, mentioned among other objects the regulation of the 
hours of work of salaried employees, the regulation of shop
closing hours, the period of notice, the regulation of clauses 
restricting liberty of employment (radius clauses) in collec
tive agreements and the protection of salaried inventors. 
The last two questions have also been put forward by 
professional workers. 

After establishing the Montreux Programme, 
Thl H.lII's the employees' organisations insisted that the 
C.""",Ji.1I question of hours of work should be taken 

up before all others, The Governing Body 
decided to give effect to this suggestion and placed the question 
on the agenda of the Conference, with the result that it came 
up for discussion at the Twelfth and ,Fourteenth Sessions held 
in 1929 and 1930. As already stated (page Ill), the outcome 
was the adoption in 1930 of a Draft Convention and three 
Recommendations. 

The Office has made a number of comparative 
Ofhlr SltlJiu studies apart from the Conference agenda, 

including the regulation of shop-closing, the 
radius clause, gratuities in the hotel industry, conditions of 
labour of bank clerks and the various methods of remunerating 
commercial travellers and agents. 

V. NATIVB AND CoLONIAL LABOUR 

Native labour must logically be included 
Nan.. Lob.1II' allJ among the questions which the International 
fhl p,,," T,.,a!1 Labour Organisation is called upon to study. 

The terms of the Preamble apply indiscrimin
ately to all workers. They have, as W2S pointed out by the 
Permaaent Court of International Justice, a comprehensive 
character. Article 4%1 stipulates that States which ratify an 
International Labour Convention must endeavour to apply its 
provisions to their colonies, protectorates and possessions which 
are not fully self-governing, except in cases where local conditions 
prohibit their application or necessitate modifications. 

Article" %% of the Covenant of the League of Nations lays it 
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down as a principle that the well-being and development of 
peoples as yet unable to stand by themselves under the strenuous 
conditions of the modem world shall form a sacred trust of 
civilisation, which means that it is impossible for the International 
Labour Organisation not to take steps to remedy the evils which 
in the past have accompanied the exploitation of labour in 
regions inhabited by primitive peoples. • 

Ear!1 
Collaboratio" 

The initial efforts of the Organisation to 
protect native and colonial labour were made 
in connection with Article 1% of the Covenant. 

",ith Ih. In the course of its earlier Sessions the Con-
Lugtl. of Nations. ference Ildopted a number of Conventions 

and Recommendations which had more effect 
on the working conditions in the economically advanced states 
than on those in tropical countries. Although the action taken 
under Article 421 of Part xm of the Treaty had .at an early 
period satisfactory results in the West Indies, where Western 
methods of production are being applied on an ever wider scale, 
similar action in the more primitive parts of the tropical zone 
had met with but little success. 

By this time, however, the League of Nations, basing its 
activities on Article n, had organised a system of territorial 
mandates. When in 19z0 the League Council set up a Permanent 
Mandates Commission it invited the International Labour 
Office to appoint an expert on labour questions. The Office 
has been represented at all the sirtings of the Commission, 
and the best proof of the utility of this collaboration is the 
continuous manner in which the latter has studied questions of 
native ·labour. 

The Office was also represented on the temporaty Commission 
on Slavety, the appointment of which in 19Z4 resulted in the 
adoption of the Slavery Convention in 19z6. In adopting this 
Convention the Assembly of the League of Nations called 
attention to the work undertaken by the Office in order to study 
the best means of preventing forced or compulsory labour from 
developing into conditions analogous to slavety. The enquiries 
of the Commission on Slavety had definitely shown that besides 
the political and social problems investigated by that body there 
were many kinds of forced labour, more or less resembling 
slavery, which it was better to leave to an organisation specially 
competent in labour matters. 
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In 1921 the Governing Body decided that the 
Dim' Atlion by Office should collect and citculate information 
lin Organisation on native laboltt. This work, which was 

started at once, has since 1927 completely 
occupied the attention of a special section. In 1926 an Advisory 
Committee of Experts, chosen from among recognised authorities 
on modern native policy, was appointed. The Conference at its 
Eighth Session congratulated the Governing Body on the steps 
it had taken, and in 1927 a further Resolution was adopted 
calling the attention of the Office to forced laboltt and contract 
laboltt. Since then the Organisation and the Office have devoted 
their main attention to these forms of laboltt, although other 
problems connected with native laboltt have continued to be 
discussed with a view to future investigation. 

For various reasons the study of the working 
Sp.tiai Naltin of conditions of native .peoples, like the study of 
L Na/iII, Laholll" agricultural workers' conditions, cannot be 

Qllulions strictly confined to the regulation of laboltt 
as such. The actual conditions under which 

natives work do not depend entirely on such regulation, but 
are determined to some extent by a number pf political, economic 
and social factors which cannot be ignored if the whole question 
is to be understood. 

The labour problems which arise in connection with primitive 
communities are much more closely connected with general 
economic, sociological and administrative questions than is the 
case among highly civilised peoples. For example, it is almost 
impossible to separate the study of the working conditions of 
African workers employed in the mines of South Africa from 
study of tribal life, of health conditions, standards of living and 
habits of these workers, including in many cases those relating 
to marriage and family life. Even the legislative method adopted, 
which may appear to be purely a political matter, may have 
certain effects on the native labour system: legislation based on 
native.:ustom may artificially cause to survive primitive forms 
of relations between employers and employed, while more 
advanced laws may bring the native, as yet unprepared for such 
changes, face to face with modern conceptions of the relationship 
between capital and labour from which he would be unable to 
profit. -

Never Ilt any time has the International Labour Office shown 
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any inclination to'-go beyond the competence with which it 
was invested by the Peace Treaty; moreover it has always con
sidered that the scientific study of a question should be preceded 
by a clear definition of the /idd to be covered. But in this case, 
perhaps more than in any other, it has had to recognise that 
labout: was indissolubly bound up with a number of other 
factors from which it could not be dissociated without distortion. 
It is certain that the first inhabitant of the native village to sign 
a contract for the hire of his services unconsciously changes the 
life of the whole community. For these reasons the study of 
conditions of labout: in an advanced native community must 
take into consideration a .whole series of economic, social and 
even political ractors. In the study of this question foresight, 
prudence and adaptability are required more than dsewhere. 

& already stated, in 19~6 the &sembly of the 
Fortetl Lab." League of Nations in voting the Slavery 

Convention drew the attention of the Office to 
the importance it attached to the continuance by the' Office of 
its studies on forced labour. In 19~7 the International Labour 
Conference adopted a Resolution in which it associated the 

'question of contract labour with that of forced labour and 
. expressed the hope that it would soon be possible to put both 
questions on the agenda of a future Session. These measures 
were justified by a number of practical reasons. In many of the 
Mandated Territories the fact that the old traditions of slavery 
still survived xnade it extremdy difficult to introduce a construc
tive native policy likely to promote the evolution of economic 
conditions among the primitive peoples along the right lines. 
Those. who have had the power of compulsion are rductant. to 
change to methods of persuasion, while those who are accustomed 
to be driven have never acquired the will to work. Native labour 
has not given the best results that might have been expected 
under a modern economic system, nor has it benefited from 
modem ideas as it might have done, simply because of the 
existence and the recent memory of compulsory labour. 

The question of forced labour was by no means a new subject 
of international discussion. The Mandatory Powers had already 
accepted the restriction of their rights to use it in the Mandated 
Territories. The Slavery Convention also embodied an article 
concerning its restriction. The question was therefore both 
urgent and possible" of solution. A report prepared by the Office 
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in I 9z 7 placed the problem before the Native Labour Committee. 
A chapter of this report was devoted to the formulation of 
principles calculated to serve as a basis for international regula
tion. The discussion of these principles occupied the whole 
session of the Committee and was continued afterwards by 
correspondence. During the session the Committee adopted a 
resolution which urged that the question of forced labour should 
be put on the agenda of the Conference and requested the 
Governing Body to take the necessary steps for that purpose 
with the least possible delay. 

In October I 9z 7 the Governing Body placed the question on 
the agenda of the Twelfth Session (19z9) for a first discussion. 
The report on the subject by the Office was accompanied by a 
draft questionnaire, which was examined and approved by the 
Native Labour Committee during its second sitting in 19z8. 
In 19Z9 the Conference adopted the questionnaire and, by 101 
votes to I" decided to send the item 'of forced labour forward 
for second discussion at the Fourteenth Session (1930), with a 
view to the establishment of a Draft Convention and Recom
mendations. Prior to that Session the Committee on Native 
Labour hdd a third meeting to examine the texts whicl1! 
.the Office had prepared on the basis of the Government 
replies to its questionnaire and which it proposed to submit 
to the Conference. 

Great stress has purposdy been placed on the 
TIN ConIrD/III'SY details of the procedure adopted for the study 

011 Fo,..,J LtbOHr of the question of forced labour, because it 
is fdt that therein lies the answer to certain 

objections raised in the heated controversy which arose after 
the 1929 Session of the Conference against the attitude taken by 
the Office. One of the arguments of those opposed to the regula
tion of the matter by the Organisation was that the Slavery 
Convention had already done all that was necessary. The answer 
to this would seem to be that it was the League Assembly itself 
which .had adopted the Slavery Convention and referred the 
question of forced labour to the Organisation in one and the 
same resolution. It is true that Article , of the Slavery Conven
tion lays down certain principles concerning forced labour, but 
these principles are less comprehensive than those which have 
already been accepted internationally for the Mandated Terri
tories and less rigid than the national laws of most of the colonial 
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Governments, which prohibit the employment of forced labour 
by private concerns (the Convention authorises it during the 
transitional period). The Assembly, that is to say the community 
of Governments represented at Geneva in 19Z6, considered it 
advisable that the International Labour Conference should 
establish a code of regulations against forced labour; and the 
Conference at Geneva in 1929, at which 60 per cent. of those 
who voted represented Governments, agreed on that point ·with 
the Assembly of 1926, 

Another argument was that the non-colonial Powers were 
going to dictate to the colonial Powers. The details of the pro
cedure set forth "bove show that there was not the slightest risk 
of this. At each stage the colonial Power~, through their repre
sentatives and by the replies to the questionnaire, were able to 
exercise a preponderant influence on the decisions taken, while 
the experts comprising the Committee on Native. Labour-,
which was' consulted three times-alJ. bdonged to' colonial 
States. Again, the Committee appointed at the Conference to 
discuss the forced labour question consisted mainly of ddegates 
from countries directly interested in the question. 
~ There was only one argument that seemed likdy to meet with 
success, and even this could prevail only if the Conference 
failed to study the question with the requisite attention and 
objectivity. It was affirmed, not without reason, that what was 
required above all was a constructive policy, and that any limita
tion of the rights of the colonial Powers could only result in 
hindering the vital work of economic and social devdopment. 
This was indeed a powerful argument. But neither the Organ
isation. nor the Office had lost sight of the necessity for a con
structive policy. Their attention had first been turned to forced 
labour because this system has been shown to be an obsolete, 
uneconomic and anti-social method of employing natives, which 
must be abolished before any economic and social system can 
be established on modern lines. Surdy those who make a clean 
sweep of the slums in order to prepare the way for modern 
dwdlings are carrying out a constructive policy. 

After a lively debate the Draft Conven-
T'" Draft tion was adopted by the Conference in 

COIfII,nti," of I930 1930 by 93 votes. There was no opposi
tion, but a considerable number of ddegates 

abstained from voting. 
I. L. o. p 
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The Convention is very long, and only the first Article, which 
embodies its essential principle, need be quoted: 

Each membe.r of the International Labour Organisation which 
ratifies this Convention undertakes to suppress the use of forced" 
or compulsory labour in ill its forms within the shortest possible 
period. 

With a view to this complete suppression, recourse to forced 
or compulsory labour may be bad, during the transitions! period, 
for public purposes only and as an exceptional measure, subject 
to the conditions and guarantees hereinafter provided. 

At the expiration of a period of live years after the coming 
into force of this Convention, and when the Governing Body of 
the International Labour Office prcpues the report provided for 
in Article 31 below, the said Governing Body sholl consider the 
possibility of the suppression of forced or compulsory labour in 
ill its forms without a further transitional period and the desira
bility of placing this question on the Agenda of the Conference. 

It is interesting to note that on the Iinal vote being taken on 
the Convention, live (Great Britain, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands 
and Spain) of the eight colonial Powers belonging to the Or~ 
isation and represented at the Conference declared in favour of 
it and three (Belgium, France and Portugal) abstained-Portugal, 
it would seem, on a question of principle, Belgium and France 
because they could not see their way to agree to certain clauses 
of secondary inIportance, such as the obligation to limit to sixty 
days the period of forced labour authorised under the conditions 
laid down in Article 2, and the prohibition of the employment of 
military forces on public works. 

The '9Z9 Conference had associated the two 
01"" QIIISIiOIU questions of forced labour and contract labour. 

The Governing Body had, however, been 
unable to go so far, and had put only the first question on the 
Conference agenda. But in 19z8 the Committee on Native 
Labout approved, at its second sitting, a plan for the study of 
native contracts of service, as well as a number of principles 
concerning the recruiting and engagement of natives by contract. 
The contract of service is the means whereby primitive peoples 
are introduced to and initiated into the economic necessities of 
modern life. When it is drafted unfairly it may lead to forced 
labour iri its worst form, but when well and wisely drawn up it 
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can be used to develop the idea of free employment in the 
primitive mind. Moreover, the contract of service has a great 
influence on such essential questions as housing, wages, hours 

• of work and technical education, all of which are associated 
with voluntary labour. For these reasons it is obvious that the 
International Labour Office, by carefully studying, as it is doing 
at present, the application of contracts of service in native 
territories, can contribute towards the solution of the- vital 
problems which the colonial Powers are bound to encounter if 
they really desire to make the primitive races capable of playing 
an effective part in the economic organisation of the world. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE WORKERS' LIVING CONDITIONS 

RlSIllts oj 
RlJm,J 

I. UTILISATION OP SPARE TIME 

The reduction of working hours is not 
intended merely to give the workers the time 
necessary for eating and sleeping purposes. 

Working HOlIT"s It should also allow them to live as human 
beings, to rest their bodies and minds, to 

indulge in family and social life, and to penetrate into the field 
of art, letters and science. 

However, when in post-War years shorter hours were 
obtained, at any rate in most of the great industrial countries, 
no guarantee was thereby given that the workers would be 
provided with the means of utilising the spare time secured fo ... 
them. The worker who has nothing but his earnings with whic\: 
to maintain himself and his family cannot possibly fiod sufficient· 
spare cash to procure these means. It is the duty of the com
munity to provide them for him, which does not mean that it 
should impasl them on him. 

In the eyes of the worker the fundamental characteristic of 
spare time is liberty. Leisure which is in any way restricted 
ceases to be leisure, as the very etymology of the word will 
show, and enforced recreation prevents re1axation. The worker, 
weary of the discipline inseparable from labour, must be given 
full liberty to pass from sports club to cinema, from garden to 
library, and this implies that such things are at his disposal. 
The complete use of liberty presupposes a choice, and this 
choice must be available. The main object of those who took up 
the question of the utilisation of workers' spare time was to 
increase the range of this choice. 

Such opportunities were numerous even before the foundation 
of the International Labour Organisation. Special associations 
set up to make the workers' spare time both pleasant and fruitful, 
not to mention public authorities, had already done good work 
in Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain and a 
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number of other countries. But practically no' general ideas had 
been formulated, nor had there even been an international 
exchange of ideas when, during the First Session of the Con
ference in Washington, while the Hours Convention was still 
under preparation, Mr. Barnes, the British Government Delegat~, 
declared that the workers should be "entided outside of working 
hours to time for recreation, for education, and for the discharge 
of social and family duties." 

Similar sentiments were expressed by different groups at 
the Fourth Session of the Conference in I 9u during the debate 
on the ratification of the Washington Convention and on the 
means of conso.lidating the reforms on hours which had been 
introduced into most national legislations. Then in 19Z3 the 
Governing Body placed the utilisation of workers' spare time 
on the agenda of the Fifth Session of the Conference, which 
was due to meet in October of the same year, although as a 
matter of fact the actual discussion of this item took place 
at the Sixth Session in June 19Z4. 

The 19z4 discussion led to a Recommendation 
TIN I924 intended to guide the efforts of Governments 

Re .. 1II111.nJatioll in the organisation of workers' spare time. 
Mter affirming in the Preamble to the 

Recommendation that "whereas during such spare-time workers 
have the' opportunity of developing freely, according to their 
individual tastes, their physical, intellectual and moral powers, 
and such development is of great value from the point of view 
of the progress of civilisation," the Conference proceeded to' 
lay down a number of principles. The text of the Recommendation 
indicated certain methods likely to secure for the workers the 
undiminished preservation and enjoyment of the hours of spare 
time obtained for them. It then dealt with the question of social 
hygiene, surveying ·the possibilities of promoting the well
directed utilisation of spare time by encouragement of individual 
hygiene and legislative· or public action against the misuse of 
alcohol and against tuberculosis and other social scourges, and 
by the adoption of a systematic housing policy. It urged the 
States Members to encourage institutions for the utilisation of 
spare time, making the necessary distinction between those 
which aim at the improvement of the worker's domestic economy 
and family life, the development of his physical health and 
strength, and the extension of technical or general education. 
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It further emphasised the desire for liberty felt by the workers 
and the advisability of avoiding any encroachment on that 
liberty. In conelusion the Recommendation exhorted the States 
to co-ordinate and harmonise the activities of institutions pro
viding means of recreation by promoting the formation of 
district or local committees composed of representatives of the 
public authorities, of employers' and workers' organisations, 
and of co-operative associations. Effective propaganda:, it was 
stated, should be undertaken "for the purpose of educating 
public opinion in favour of the proper use of the spare time of the 
workers." 

The statements made and the active steps taken by Govern
ments since the 19%4 Session do not justify any claim that the 
Recommendation suddenly launched everywhere to a new, 
active and co-ordinated policy, for the utilisation of workers' 
spare time. However, the Recommendation has been neither 
ignored nor neglected. A number of Governments have caused 
enquiries to be made into the facilities possessed by the working 
classes for the utilisation of their leisure time. Two of them, the 
Italian and Belgian Governments, after making suitable arrange- .. 
ments in the provinces, have taken steps to deal with the problem" 
from a national standpoint. In Italy a Royal Decree of May 1st, 
19%" set up the National Workers' Spare Time Institute, a 
corporate institution endowed with the necessary funds, which 
under State control co-ordinates the whole movement in Italy 
for the utilisation of workers' spare time. The Institute, which 
deals with all aspects of the question mentioned in the Recom
mendation, has undergone rapid development, and at the end 
of 19%' had a membership of close on 1,%,0,000 workers. In 
Belgium, where the Provincial Spare Time Commirtees had for 
several years given. a good example of what can be accomplished 
by co-ordination, an Act was passed by the House of Repre
sentatives in September 19%8, whereby there was set up a Council 
of National Education, which is required to bring to the notice 
of the .~vernment all measures which it considers likely to 
promote public education and ensure the best utilisation of 
workers' spare time. The Council took up its duties at the 
beginning of t930. Other measures worthy of note include the 
Czechoslovak Act concerning public libraries. 

It is in this connection that information and studies published 
by the International Labour Office can render useful service 
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by describing, analysing and criticising the steps taken and 
methods applied in the various countries so as to permit of a 
general interchange of experience. A considerable amount of 
information has already been given in the Office publications; 
the opinion of a number of physical culture experts was obtained 
only recently. Finally, in a Resolution adopted at its Fourteenth 
Session in 1930, the Conference requested the Governing Body 
"to investigate the means of making the whole field of 
science, letters and art fully accessible to the workers." This 
resolution was a direct consequence of the principles invoked 
in the passage of the 1924 Recommendation on workers' spare 
time, which stated that the workers should have opportunity 
of developing their physical, intellectual and moral powers 
and of living as men worthy of the name. In the light of these 
ideas the Office is preparing to undertake a study of what is 
perhaps somewhat improperly termed workers' education, the 
full realisation of which certain minds see in what they describe 
by the term: "a University of Labour." . 

The problem of the utilisation of workers' spare time, which 
implies the adaptation of traditions and practice to present 

,.industrial labour systexns, cannot be solved in a day. We are 
merely on the threshold of its evolution and there can be no 
doubt that fully satisfactory results can be obtained only by long 
enquiry and experience. The International Labour Organisation 
declared its principles in 1924, and has since then endeavoured 
to continue its contribution to this human advance by supplying 
information based on experience. 

II. HOUSING 

The Recommendation of 1924 concerning the utilisation of 
workers' spare time very aptly pointed out that the best way to 
enable the workers to enjoy their leisure hours and secure "the 
harmonious development of the worker's family life" was "to 
place within their reach a proper home." It therefore urged 
that an increase should be made in the number of hcalthy 
dwellings at low rentals in garden cities or urban communities, 
under proper conditions of hcalth and comfort. 

The class of dwelling to which a wage-earner can aspire 
depends not only on the wage earned, but also on the price 
at which comfortable and healthy quarters are obtainable. Any 
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action taken to lower this price, either by a policy of direct or 
indirect subsidies or by promoting building facilities, has there
fore an immediate effect on the workers' standard of life. As II 

result of the difficulties encountered in the building trade after 
the War and during the inflation period the whole problem has 
become so acute in Europe that the authorities have had to 
intervene to a large extent, and a new field of activity has thus 
been opened up for social policy. 

On several occasions the International Labour Conference 
has shown its interest in these questions. Even prior to the 
1914 Session and the Recommendation concerning workers' 
spare time, the Conference emphasised in a Resolution adopted 
in 1912 the opportuneness "of pursuing the study undertaken 
on this subject, having recourse, if necessary, to the collaboration 
of qualified experts." In 19zB again, it requested the Governing 
Body "to undertake an investigation of the question of industrial 
housing and the general living-in conditions of the workers, 
with a view to placing it on the agenda of an early Session of 
the Conference." 

As a result of the 1912 Resolution the Office published two 
important studies on ENropean HJJusing Problems .tina the War· 
and The Homing Sil1lation in Ih, Unina Sians. The 1928 Resolution 
led to the preparation of a new study, intended to supplement 
the previous work on European housing problems. This study, 
which is now finished, deals mainly with the part taken by the 
authorities in the construction of cheap dwellings, a question 
which nowadays has a most important effect on building policy 
in all European States. 

In spite of the desire expressed by the Conference in 1911, 
however, the question has not yet got beyond the period of 
study. 

ill. Co-OPERATION 

There is no ground for surprise in the fact 
CD-operatiofl tllftl that from its very inception, and by a unani-

Ih, WorMs mous vote of the Governing Body in March 
1920, the International Labour Office was led 

to keep in touch with the co-operative movement, especially 
when it is remembered that that movement embraces a net
work of· institutions which, on account of their multifarious 
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duties, are indissolubly bound up with practically every branch 
of economic activity. Co-operation is a mass movement which, 
amid the changes affecting the economic structure of the world 
since 1914, has been constantly growing, until to-day it includes 
more than 370,000 organisations, with an aggregate membership 
of 7S millions. Furthermore, it is a doctrine which, though 
employing other means than those at the disposal of the Organisa
tion, is animated, like the1atter, with the desire for equity,order 
and the emancipation of the masses. In attempting to further 
the solution of its own proper task, the International Labour 
Office could not do otherwise than utilise the vast amount of 
practical experience acquired by the co-operative movement. 
Co-operative activity is, indeed, so multiform and has pene
trated so deeply into the different fields of labour organisa
tion, that practically every general labour problem affects it in 
some way or calls for a solution which the co-operative 
1I}0vement can provide. 

Distribllfion of 
Information 

The Office is therefore bound to keep the 
workers regularly informed about the inter
national co-operative movement. Such infor
mation covers .. vast field, including the 

nature and importance of the co-operative movement in the 
different countries; the varied forms and activities of co-operative 
organisations, adapted to the special needs of all classes of workers 
-wage-earners or independent, rural or urban, of all races, all 
creeds and all economic and historical groupS"; the multifarious 
demands satisfied by co-operation in connection with family 
and personal requirements, housing, raw materials and equip
ment, the working up of raw materials and their sale, various 
services (motive power, irrigation, accountancy, etc.), credit, 
insurance; problems arising within the co-operative movement 
itself in connection with the application of co-operative demo
cratic principles in the organisations, the management of under
takings, the peculiar relationship between the societies and their 
employees; and, finally, the revelation of the common principles 
reflected in uniform legislation or the desire for it. and of the 
converging tendencies and demands which have given rise to 
or reinforced the moral ties and the organic and economic 
relations between the various classes of co-operative organisa
tions. Such is. broadly speaking. the ground covered by the 
co-operative studies of the Office during the last ten years. 
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Information on the national co-operative organisations is 
kept up to date and is published in the International Co-operative 
Directory, of which seven successive editions have appeared. 
The first, published in 1 9ZI, covered H countries and 110 

central co-operative organisations; the latest, 1930, edition 
covered 48 countries and 728 central organisations-figures 
which show both the progress of the movement and the increased 
information supplied by the Office. One of the proudest achieve
ments of the International Labour Office is that it has undoubtedly 
become one of the main centres for the study of international 
co-operation. Its archives enable it to supply information which 
is demanded of it, or which its work requires. Co-operation 
has been referred to in the Enquiry into Production (to which 
further 'reference will be made), in the work of the Mixed 
Advisory Agricultural Committee, and in that of the World 
Economic Conference of 1927. Out of a long list of studies 
published by the International Labour" Office on co-operation, 
reference will be made to those which illustrate the originality 
of this movement as much as its undoubted power. 

Sltitliu on 
C"'DPmztiDII 
fIfIII LzbDIII' 

Attention may in the first place be called to 
those studies which directly touch labour 
interests, and which are naturally the most 
numerous. The mere list of such studies is 
suggestive in its variety: labour conditions in 

distributive co-operative organisations, with special reference 
to bakery societies; workers' producing societies and the move
ment in favour of labour co-operative societies and co-operative 
contracts of employment; the development of co-operative 
hanks, their efforts to encourage the establishment and grouping 
of public savings banks working in the interests of depositors, 
and the possible utilisation of their mutual relations for the 
transfer of emigrants' savings; representation of different classes 
of society in co-operative organisations of all kinds; aspects of 
the co-operative movement for organising domestic life in 
urban and rural districts, providing the workers with oppor
tunities of relaxation, recreation and culture, safeguarding their 
health, and providing guarantees against risks to which they 
are exposed; adaptation of certain classes of ruraI organisations, 
especially societies of the Raifl"eisen type, to the requirements of 
urban workers, so as to enable them to hold their own against 
the moneyed interests of the big towns or to organise the life 
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of the commnnity in urban extension settlements; utility, in 
constructive schemes for the protection of native populations, 
of oo-operative societies, which, by maintaining and even 
utilising the more primitive institutions, attach and assimilate 
the work of such populations to modem economic methods. 

The Mixed Advisory Agricultural Committee 
AgrinIlhlrtzlllllli has always attached importance to the question 

Distrib"",,, of co-operation. As a contribution to the 
Soti,tiu enquiry which it had been invited to carry 

out in conjunction with the International 
Institute of Agriculture, the Office in 1924 prepared a pre
liminary report in which it examined the extent to which 
agriculturalco-operative marketing societies might enable 
agricultural producers to organise their own marketing methods, 
the extent. to which consumers might organise themsdves so 
as to supply their own needs in agricultural produce, and, 
finally, what methods of contact and what institutions might 
be used by producing and by distributive societies in common, 
so as to establish a permanent relationship between producer 
and consumer. The Office has further made a study of the part 
played by agricultural co-operation, and especially by agricultural 
marketing societies and certain auxiliary societies (co-operative 
seed-testing societies, co-operative breeding societies, control 
(milk-testing) societies, etc.), in the standardisation of products, 
which, however possible for the individuaJ producer in the 
manufacturing industries, in agriculture requires centralised 
collection and effort. An additional general study has been one 
on the original part played by distributive and agricultural 
producing societies in rationalising distribution methods, as a 
result of the improvement in their own respective lidds of 
activity in this direction and of the creation of direct relations 
with each other. 

At the request of the Preparatory Committee of the World 
Economic Conference, and as documentary information for the 
Conference itself, the Office prepared a memorandum on the 
part played by co-operative organisations in the international 
trade in wheat, dairy produce and several other agricultural 
products. 

A memorandum was also prepared for that Conference on 
a comparison between retail prices in private trading and those 
of distributive co-operative societies. This report analysed a 
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series of enquiries carried out by distributiv~ co-operative 
organisations and public authorities in a number of countri~s. 

Representatives of agricultural. co-operative societies and 
distributive societies have been inspired by a resolution of the 
World Economic Conference to convene a mixed conference 
which will study and take measures to promote their common 
interests. This body bas asked the International Labour Office 
to show in what way the most characteristic co-operative 
principles have found legal expression in various national 
legislations; to compile, in collaboration with the International 
Institute of Agriculture and other organisations, the information 
necessary to establish, product by product, a list of the supply 
and marketing requirements already met or capable of being 
met by distributive and agricultural producing societies. 

Other Forms 
of Co-operation 

The distributive and agricultural producing 
societies were bound to . attract the initial 
attention of the International Labour Office 
by reason of their membership, their advanced 

development and the place they already occupied in the 
production and distribution of products of high importance 
to agricultural and industrial workers, whether producers or 
consumers. The Office now proposes to extend its enquiries 

. to other classes of societies, such as co-operative fisheries, co
operative craft societies and co-operative societies of local rural 
industries. These societies, like the agricultural societies them
selves, include workers who, though legally independent, can 
improve their situation only by uniting their feeble economic 
forces. For them co-operation is often the main, and sometimes 
the only, form of organisation. These enquiries will round olf 
the work of the Office on co-operation, and will also help it in 
other ways, by bringing it into direct contact with a number 
of small units of the agricultural, craft and home labour systems, 
which cannot be overlooked if a complete picture is to be 
obtained of social conditions. 



CHAPTER vn 

THE WORKERS' GENERAL RIGHTS 

WHEN the State £inally decided to abandon the policy of W.mr
fain which it had always maintained towards the relations 
between employers and workers, and to replace it by legal inter
vention, it was only natural that its initial efforts should be 
directed towards the removal, or at least the mitigation, of the 
more acute causes of friction. It therefore began by introducing 
legislation for the reduction of working hours and the pro
hibition of night work for women and children. At the same time 
steps had been taken to deal with the legal problems which 
nowadays are usually referred to as labour law, and which 
comprise (1) collective labour law, covering freedom of asso
ciation, collective agreements and conciliation and arbitration 
in industrial disputes, and (~) individual labour law, including 
contracts of employment and labour jurisdiction. At the outset 
these questions were not very clearly delined, and in certain 
quarters their study and solution were not felt to be so urgent. 
Evolution was particularly slow, for instance, as regards the 
WlIge-eamers' right to combine for the collective defence of 
their interests. 

The International Labour Organisation has followed similar 
lines and has already adopted many Conventions for the improve
ment of labour conditions as such. On the other hand, with the 
exception of the Convention--entirely confined to matters of 
principl~onceming the rights of association of agriculttiraJ. 
workers, it has not voted a single Convention on labour law. 
Tlus is no matter for surprise, as such a Convention would 
raise legal points and problems the solution of which varies 
from country to country~uch as is no longer the case in regard 
to problems of labour protection in the strict sense of the term. 
A common solution acceptable to all is difficult to find. Never
theless such matters must not be ignored by the International 
Labour Organisation. Indeed, a considerable amount of attention 
has already been given to them in the studies published by the 
International Labour Office. In such fundamental and difficult 
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matters careful analysis, impartial comparison and the investi
gation of common principles must necessarily precede any 
attempt to embark on a constructive policy. 

I. THE WORKERS' RIGHT OF ASSOCIATION 

Several reasons may be advanced to show that 
Tb. 1"/"""lio,,,,1 the International Labour Organisation is to 

LabOIlr some extent bound by its constitution to deal 
with the question of industrial association. OrglllliJalio" anti 

lhe Tratk Unio" 
Probl.1II 

Let us recall, first, its origin. Even before 
the conclusion of hostilities, organised labour 
had been working for the inclusion of labour 

clauses in the future Peace Treaty and the creation of an institu
tion to supervise their enforcement. These. ideas were partly 
realised in Part XIII of the Peace Treaty. 

Secondly, consider its procedure. The industrial associa
tions enjoy joint representation in the Conference and the 
Governing Body; they may, in virtue of Article 409, exercise 
the right of making representations to the International 
Labour Office. 

Take, in the third place, its programme. The Preamble to 
Part XIII of the Peace Treaty expressly recognises the principle 
of freedom of association as one of the means of improving the 
conditions of the workers and establishing universal peace. 
Article 417 mentions "the right of association for all lawful 
purposes by the employed as well as by the employers" among 
the principles of special and urgent importance. 

In the early days the workers did not demand that this 
privilege should be guaranteed by a Convention, obviously 
considering that its full and entire recognition was the very 
basis of their collaboration in the work of the International 
'Labour Organisation. This belief subsequently turned out to be 
insufficiently founded. Mter a certain number of complaints 
concerning the restriction of their rights had reached the Office, 
it was found to be legally impossible to require States to apply 
a principle laid down in the Treaty but not yet embodied in a 
Convention signed and ratified by them. Hence the impossi
bility of setting in motion the procedures laid down in Article 409 
and the succeeding Articles. 
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It was necessary in the first place, before 
considering a possible Convention, to conduct 
an enquiry into freedom of association in 
order to bring out the general principles on 

which a Draft Convention might ultimatdy be based. It was 
considered that such an enquiry would also enable the Office 
to satisfy demands for special investigations received from 
Hungary and Spain without departing from the international 
comparative methods required in the work of the Organisation. 
In October 1923 the Office was authorised by the Governing 
Body to open the necessary enquiry. Two preliminary studies 
respectivdy dealt with the legal and judicial status of industrial 
associations in the different States Members, and tabulated the 
expressed wishes of employers' and workers' organisations. 
On the basis of these preparatory reports the Governing Body 
decided that enquiry should be continued and extended to legis
lation and legal practice governing freedom of association. The 
enquiries undertaken, which covered both trade union law 
in the separate States and a comparative study of the various 
judicial systems, appeared in the form of five substantial volumes 
during 1927-1930. 

. The question of international regulation was 
All Experillletli raised at the Sixth Session of the International 
i" I"llf'1I4tiollal Labour Conference in 1924. A Resolution was 

Atljll.tllll,,,1 adopted requesting the Goyerning Body to 
. consider the advisability of placing the question 

of freedom of association on the agenda of a future Session of 
the Conference with a view to finding means of ensuring full 
respect for this principle. In 1926 the Governing Body decided 
to put this question on the agenda of the Tenth Session (1927)' 
In the grey report and draft questionnaire submitted to that 
Session, the International Labour Office, convinced that detailed 
rules could not for the time being be made the subject-matter 
of an international Convention, confined the questionnaire to 
two fundamental principles, mutually complementary and capable 
of being embodied in a Convention, namdy, the principle of the 
right of association, and the principle of the right of combination. 
The questionnaire, which was widely modified as the result of 
its discussion in committee, was finally rejected by the Conference 

• by 66 votes to 28. 
This set-back could only be of a temporary character. One 



Till WorMS' Gmtra/ Rights 

of the virtues of the Organisation, as was pointed out by the 
Director in his closing speech to the Conference, is that once a 
question bas come up for discussion it can never be totally 
abandoned. And indeed at the very next Session the Conference 
adopte~ a Resolution urging that the enquiry should be pursued 
with a view to the future regulation of the question of freedom 
of association. As already stated, the publication of the initial 
results of this enquiry was completed in 1930. 

The events of 19Z7 and the studies of the 
P • .uibility of International Labour Office perhaps fore

FIIItir. Reulano" shadow the form which the final solution 
is likely to take. Trade association, it must be 

remembered, does not call for detailed regulations, but for the 
right to exist and to act. Moreover, it would be vain to attempt 
to lay down rigid limitations for a movement which is always 
in a state of flux. In trade union matters, as in all matters con
. nected with industrial autonomy, the method of. regulation 
employed must differ from that commonly applied to other 
kinds of social activities. When it is a question of measures for 
the protection of labour, a domain in which Government action 
is traditionally accepted, the procedure consists in demanding 
positive guarantees from the Governments. In trade association 
matters what is required is rather a promise to abstain from action. 
In short, when trade associations demand the right to take 
combined action, what they want from the authorities is not a 
promise of intervention, but one of non-intervention. 

A simple promise to respect the principles of freedom of 
association would, however, have but little effect if it were not 
supplemented by some system for the supervision of its obser
vance. Any such promise made by a State is bound to be relative 
and liable to be limited for reasons of public safety, which it is 
the duty of Governments to maintain. Now, the idea of public 
safety, and with it the extent of the liberty which it is proposed 
to guarantee, varies from country to country, from one period 
to another, and even with a change of Government. 

Perhaps the solution is to be found, at least in the early stages, 
in an agreement concluded by States in the form of a Convention 
by which Governments, after recognising the principle of the 
right of association, would undertake to provide the Organisation, 
in conjunction with and under the supervision of the associations 
concerned, with the necessary information regarding any modi-
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fications made in their trade union legislation, their methods of 
applying, such legislation and changes in the trade union move
ment (creation or dissolution of trade unions, etc., by legislative, 
judicial or other action, etc.). Official information of this character, 
supplied periodically to the International Labour Office in virtue 
of a Convention conceived in very general terms, would enable 
the Organisation to intervene when necessary. 

Some such idea does not appear entirely foreign to the present 
intentions of the Governing Body on this subject. When it 
considered in October 1930 a Resolution adopted at the Four
teenth Session of the Conference, which demanded that the 
question of freedom of association should be put on the agenda 
of a future Conference, the Governing Body adopted the follow
ing resolution on the proposal of the representative of the 
Argentine Government: 

Considering that freedom of association is the most importaot 
question in all social legislation, and as such should take the rust 
place in international 'social legislation, 

That, furthermore, as was shown by the unsuccessful attempt 
of '9'7, the complexity of the question and the various difficulties 
which it raises make it impossible, in present circumstances, to 
submit, with any chance of success, the problem of freedom of 
association in all its aspects to the International Labour Conference, 

That, on the other hand, it is possible to deal with its regulation 
by successive stages, as, for instance, the guarantee of the principle 
of freedom of association itself, the organisation and recognition 
of ~de unions, etc., 

The Governing Body decides to instruct the Office to study 
the question on the lines of paragraph 3 above, and to submit the 
results of such study to the Governing Body at its session ,in 
January '93', in order that, after having laid down the form 
under which the question should be approached, the Governing 
Body might decide to place the question, in that form, on the 
agenda of an early Session of the International Labour Cooference. 

This effort to deal with the question, if it ever 
COlltil/ll8ll Shl41 materialises, will have to be based on infor
of IhI Probl,,,, mation constandy kept up to date. The enquiry 

into freedom of association sanctioned by the 
Governing Body in 1913 is completed-temporarily. Its results 
have been published in five volumes, the first of which contains 
~~~ Q 
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a comparative international study of the question j the second 
includes reports on Great Britain, Ireland, France, Belgium, 
Luxemburg, the Netherlands and Switzerland j the third reports 
on Germany, the former dual monarchy ·of Austria-Hungary, 
Austria, Hungary, the Czechoslovak Republic, Poland, the 
Baltic States, Denmark, Norway, Sweden anc! Finland j the 
fourth reports on Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria and Rumania; while the fifth comprises studies on the 
United States, Canada, Latin America, South Africa, Australia, 
New Zealand, India, China and Japan. In addition, a special 
study has been published on the trade union movement in Russia, 
whilst still another, which will shortly appear as an appendix 
to the fifth volume, will deal with the movement in Mexico. All 
these studies have been confined to the position of trade unionism 
from the standpoint of legislation. It will undoubtedly be 
necessary one day to study trade unionism as a social factor, to 
describe its evolution in connection with other social factors 
(especially those of an economic character), and to analyse its 
action by comparing the results achieved, not only country by 
country, but point by point. Such a comparison would enable 
the legislative authorities in each country, who are all faced 
with the same difficulties, to choose the methods which appear 
most likely to give satisfactory results in their own country. 
Trade unions 'would find therein the best justUication for their 
past activities and a plan for future action. In every case the 
study of the workers' and employers' associations would pro
ceed concurrently. 

As regards the task of the future. No subject probably, 
in all the wide field which it 'Covers is the Internationaf 
Labour Office so fully conscious of the singleness of aim and 
purpose which unites its programme and its plan of action. 

n. CoLLECTIVE AGREEMENTS, CoNCILIATION AND ARBITRATION 

Here it may be pointed out that the right of association is 
closely bound up with two questions from which it derives 
its whole importance, namely, the question of collective agree
ments, which the organised wage-earners conclude with the 
employers or their associations with a view to regulating con
ditions oHabour, and that of conciliation and arbitration, the 
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procedure used when all other methods fail to promote the con
clusion of collective agreements and guarantee their enforcement. 

National legislation has always begun by 
C.t«iPaliOll tmtl dealing with conciliation and arbitration; 
Arbitrali.1I demands addressed to the Office suggested 

that it should do the same. This was natural, 
for it is more important to prevent industrial troubles whenever 
possible than to formulate internationally acceptable principles 
as to the form of collective agreements. Moreover, the disturbed 
social conditions immediately following the War were character
ised by many industrial disputes, for which it was of importance 
to find peaceful solutions. 

At its Sixth Session in 19z4 the Conference adopted a Resolu
tion requesting the International Labour Office to include in 
its programme the study of collective agreements and of the 
methods of conciliation and arbitration commonly employed 
in different countries for the settlement of disputes. The Govern
ing Body sanctioned work which included the preparation of 
separate studies on conciliation and arbitration procedure in 
fifteen countries, a number of slighter studies for other countries 
and a general comparative study. This work is now well advanced, 
and it is hoped that 193 I will see its consummation. A second 
Resolution voted by the Conference in 19z7 requested the 
Governing Body to consider the inclusion of the question of 
collective agreements in the agenda of a funge Session of the 
Conference; this resolution gave an added importance to the 
study originally undertaken • 
• It is still somewhat difficult to decide as to the advisability of 
attempting any international regulation of conciliation and 
arbitration procedure. But certain points are already clear. In 
almost every <:ountry where industry has attained any reiU 
importance the State has set up organisations which are intended 
to lend their aid in preventing overt industrial disputes or in 
settling them in a peaceful manner. The nature of these institu
tions varies largely in the different countries and even at different 
times in countries which have a compulsory system, such as 
Australia and New Zealand. It would seem at present that in 
no country is the doctrine established beyond question. Thus, 
in Germany strong protests continue to be made, especially in 
employers' circles,. against the proposal to make arbitration 
c:ompulsory and awards binding in certain cases. In fact, the 



fundamental difficulty ·of the question, whether from a national 
or international standpoint, seems to lie in the doubt as to 
whether the State should adopt a policy of coercion in the 
adjustment of labour conditions. Obviously, the reply to this 
query may depend not only on the prevailing idea of the State's 
prerogatives, but also on the results of any attempts hitherto 
made to apply conciliation and arbitration procedure, on which 
point opinions often differ. Nor does the question of coercion 
always present itself as a simple issue. Take, for instance, 
the Anglo-Saxon countries; with the exception of Australia 
and New Zealand they are opposed in theory to any form 
of compulsory State intervention, yet they recognise a system 
of binding awards for industries covered by minimum wage 
legislation, as well as for some public utility industries 
and some public services. Similarly, in many countries, certain 
formalities connected with conciliation and arbitration pro
cedure are obligatory, even if the awards are not binding. 
These formalities include the obligation to appear in court, to 
supply the requisite information and to produce the necessary 
documents. 

Thus, despite great divergency, a number of common trends 
are to be observed, such as a desire to promote the peaceful 
adjustment of labour conditions by means of legal procedure 
and collective agreements, the tendency to make awards binding 
only in respect of disputes affecting the public utility services, 
and an effort to introduce general methods of establishing 
reasonable wages rates-the chief source of industrial disputes: 

The main object of conciliation and arbi
CoJh,m, Labow tration procedure is to facilitate the use of 

Agn,,,,,nls collective agreements for the adjustment of 
working conditions. As it was called on to 

deal with the former question, the International Labour 
Organisation could not well avoid the latter. Its interest in the 
matter was further stimulated by a number of other power
ful motives connected with the very nature of the collective 
agreement. 

The drafting and application of a collective labour agree
ment practically amount, for the two parties concerned, to 
transferring the adjustment of labour conditions from individuals 
to industrial associations. The contract of employment loses 
its private character' and becomes a sort of public transaction 
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between organised industrial groups. The-greater the part played 
by these groups in the preparation of collective agreements, the 
more their importance in modem society increases, as -they 
thereby engage in laying one of the foundations on which 
society is based. The collective agreement is one of the sources 
of power to both employers' and workers' associations. The 
collective labour agreement in the second place is an instrument 
which enables the wage-earner, formerly helpless as against 
his employer, to obtain, through his union, the satisfaction of 
his demands when labour conditions are being arranged. 
Finally, the scope of collective agreements has gradually extended 
from the mere adjustment of wages to the regulation of hours 
of work, holidays, conditions for the cancellation of contracts, 
industrial hygiene, accident prevention, and, virtually, to all 
important features in the relations between employer and 
employed. It stimulates the evolution of social legislation on the 
one hand and supplements it on the other. 

So important a subject was bound to come within the purview 
of the International Labour Organisation. In 1926 the Inter
national Labour Office began to make a collection of texts of 
collective agreements; this collection, which is kept up to date, 
now includes 2,500 texts. It is a valuable asset in the study of the 
nature of collective agreements and working conditions. When 
in 1927 the Conference adopted its Resolution on conciliation 
and arbitration, it at the same time requested the Governing 
Body to consider the possibility of placing the question of the 
general principles of contracts of employment-individual and 
collective--on the agenda of an early Session of the Conference. 
The -Office has undertaken a comparative study of this question, 
which, when it is finished, will show whether there are any 
points in this branch of labour law to which a common solution 
may be applied. At present all that can be said is that the im
portance of the collective agreement grows from day to day 
in the principal industrial countries and that the necessity for 
its regulation by law becomes more and more urgent. Definite 
regulations are especially desirable concerning the prevention 
of departures from the terms of the agreements, the right to 
conclude agreements, the obligation of the contracting parties 
to observe the state of industrial peace guaranteed by agreements 
and the allied question of civil liability. The object of the study 
undertaken by the Office is to determine whether these questions 
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lend themselves to an international solution, acceptable to all 
countries. 

That the collective agreement has already acquired a certain 
importance in international labour legislation is shown by the 
two following facts. According to the Washington Eight-Hour
Day Convention collective contracts are to be utilised to ensure 

.the local application of the eight-hour day; similarly, a mutual 
agreement between two States may take the form of a collective 
agreement applicable in both countries. This system is exemplified 
in the collective agreements concluded on the basis of an agree
ment concerning Upper Silesia, signed by Germany and Poland 
on May Ilth, 19Z2. Somewhat similar methods are likely to be 
adopted in the attempt recently begun to regulate on an inter
national basis the conditions of labour in inland navigation. 

m. INDIVIDUAL LAllotm. Uw 
The International Labour Organisation was called on from the 
outset and by its very constitution to study the nature of industrial 
associations and of the institutions bound up with the existence 
of such associations, namely, collective labour law including 
conciliation and arbitration, collective agreements and the right 
of combination in trade associations. The Organisation had 
also to study the question of individual labour law, or that 
branch which considers the employer and the worker as indi
vidual persons. The administration of labour law and the 
individual contract of employment are the main elements 
of this branch, which is only loosely connected with the 
subjects mentioned above. 

The importance of the part played in society 
Tin Afj",jnislralion by the authorities competent to administer 

of Labolif' I..aw labour law has increased with the extension of 
the scope of labour legislation. In addition to 

interpreting social legislation and "pplyiog it to particulat calil'S 
these authorities are contioually developiog such legislation 
by their awards and their interpretations of the legislators' 
intention. Information as to legal decisions is perhaps as important 
as a knowledge of the substance of the legislation itself, if a 
comprehensive idea is to be obtained of its application and 
tendencies. Since 1926 the International Labour Office has 
published; in conjunction with a group of emioent jurists, an 
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annual survey of legal decisions on labour questions, containing 
a selection of such decisions worthy of note from an international 
standpoint given dw:ing the preceding year in FIance, Germany, 
Great Britain, Italy and the United States-countries whose 
legislative procedures exemplify the principal existing types of 
legal organisation. This publiCation will in time enable a general 
opinion to be formed on the growth of ideas inspiring social 
legislation in the great industrial countries, and also perhaps on 
the possibility of harmonising them. 

Side by side with the practice of the ordinary cow:ts there is a 
simplified procedure which is cheaper and more rapid. This 
system, which in pre-War days consisted in appointing referees 
from among the employers and workers, has since led in many 
countries to the establishment of permanent labour courts. The 
International Labow: Office has always endeavoured to keep the . 
public informed about this movement. It now seems that it 
might go further and undertake a comparative study of these 
labour cow:ts. Such a study would be vety useful; it would 
show that these young institutions entrusted with the admini
stration of labow: law possess those qualities which are 
essential for the best administration of justice--namely, 
economy, rapidity and a constitution representative of the 
parties at issue. 

The institution of collective bargaining has 
Tin IntlitJitItIaJ resulted in transferring ~e regulation of 

ConlrtJdoj 
&pIOY111111' 

labow: conditions from the individual to the 
industrial association. The collective con
tract fixes finally the lines of the individual 

employment contract, transforming it into a sort of agreement 
about the application of principles from which the parties may 
not depart. Yet, in spite of the restriction of the individual's 
contractual rights resulting from the position conferred by 
collective labour law on the industrial association, and in spite 
of the legal protection afforded to the workers under general 
legislation, it is the individual employment contract which 
governs the worker's living conditions. Otherwise it would be 
difficult to understand the reasons underlying the repeated 
attempts made to exempt the contract of service from ordinary 
civil law and to bring it under special legislation based on the 
requirements of modern society. Throughout modern labour 
legislation may be felt this tendency to restrict the right of 
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command acquired by the employer simultaneously with his 
right to dispose of his employee's services and the desire 
to abolish the employer's personal rights over those in his 
employment. 

When the Conference resolved in 1927 to request the Govern
ing Body to consider the possibility of placing the general prin
ciples of contracts of employment on the agenda of an early 
Session, it was attempting to contribute to a development of 
which much may be hoped. The author of the resolution drew 
attention to several matters which, in his opinion, could be 
regulated on an international basis. These included the form of 
the contract, the period of its validity, factory discipline, deduc
tions from wages and their justification, probationary periods, 
holidays, dismissal and compensation for dismissal. All these 
things are, as a matter of fact, involved in the progress of the 
individual employment contract, the tendency being to ensure 
that labour shall no longer be regarded as a mere commodity 
but shall be. protected by alI the legal guarantees inherent in a 
contract based on the principle of equaliry as between man and 
man. As in the case of collective agreements, the Office is on the 
point of undertaking a first study of the question, and until that 
is done it is not possible to say with certainty how far problems 
arising out of the individual employment contract are suitable 
for international regulation. However, it may be noted that 
several of them, including the right to paid holidays and the 
right to withdraw from contracts, have narrowly missed being 
included in the agenda of the Conference, and will probably 
appear on that agenda before very long. 

IV. INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS 

In 19%8 the Eleventh Session of the Con
ference adopted the following Resolution: 

Whereas it is contended that the policy of 
active collaboration between employers and employed, such as 
exists in certsin countries, bas resulted both in an improve
ment in the level of real wages and working conditions, and 
also in greater and more economieal production; and 

Whereas the economies resulting from such collaboration can 
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also be made available for the benefit alike of the employers, the 
employed and the community as a whole; 

Therefore be it resolved: 
That this Conference requests the Governing Body to consider 

the advisability of instructing the International Labour Office to 
follow with due attention the progress of the spirit of collabora
tion between employers and employed and to report' on the 
subject from time to time. ' _ 

This Resolution reflected the tendencies shown 
Progress oj in the world of industry for several years back. 

lntlmtrial Rll4tif»lS The experimental policy governing relations 
between employers and employed which was 

launched boldly and on a large scale in the United States, 
regardless of traditions and class' opposition, attracted the 
attention of a large number of countries belonging to the Inter
national Labour Organisation. During 1926 and 1927, official 
and private missions were despatched to the United States from 
Germany, Australia, Great Britain and a number of other coun
tries; from all quarters of the globe numbers of individual 
employers and even workers set out on their own accord to 
study the new system at close quarters. The International Labour 
Office sent its Deputy Director to the United States in 1926 
for a similar purpose. 

This wave of curiosity seems to have given birth to a general 
movement for the reform of the relations which existed in the 
old world between employers and employed. But it has to be 
admitted that, although the example of America certainly played 
its part in originating the movement, the European countries 
were irresistibly drawn into it by a number of factors of purely 
European origin. The chaotic state of trade and commerce,after 
the War had engendered numerous quarrels between the two 
parties, both equally exasperated by the genetal conditions, by 
strikes and by disputes, and some remedy had to be found. 
Reforms introduced into management and the organisation of 
industry had provided the employers and their staff with fresh 
opportunities of renewing personal relationships, which had 
had such fruitful results that there arose a general desire to 
systernatise such relations. Finally, the need for co-operation 
between capital and labour was accentuated above all by rational
isation, which had spread in all directions with rapidity and 
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success; for it is obvious that unless the workers show an· 
intelligent interest in this question the employers can do but 
little. 

Hence the different efforts made throughout the world in the 
years 19z7 and 19z8, which, although varying in form, all had 
the same object in view. National conferences on industrial 
relations, convened in some cases by Governments and in others 
by employers' associations, were held in Australia, Finland, 
Great Britain, New Zealand, the Netherlands and Sweden;' 
while in France, Germany and Italy investigations were set on 
foot by the industrial organisations already equipped for such 
work. From 19z8 onward the national movements showed a 
tendency to amalgamate on an international basis, and in the 
same year the International Association for Industrial Relations 
was set up for the purpose of carrying out comparative studies. 

The 19z8 Resolution merely asked the International Labour 
Office to associate itself during the preliminary period of 
study and development with this policy of investigation, and 
to give it the benefit of its experience of comparative inter
national research work. 

RestfIFtb Work 
by th, OfJi" 

As a result of the 19%8 Resolution the 
Governing Body adopted a plan of research 
work for the Office which is now well under 
way. 

It was arranged that members of the Office staff should pay 
a series of visits to undertakings which had already organised 
their industrial relations, in order to obtain material for studies 
which were to be published in the Inlmlational LabONT Rlvilfll 
before appearing in book-form. These studies cover the present
day organisation of industrial relations in business undertakings, 
the history of earlier collaboration between employers and 
trade unions, and the functions of works councils and other 
bodies set up to promote a spirit of co-operation between 
employers and employed. They also show the manner in which 
such collaboration contributes towards the management of 
business and furthers vocational training, apprenticeship, indus
trial hygiene, accident prevention, pensions and insurance 
schemes, profit-sharing and workers' participation in manage
ment, and the various workers' welfare schemes (spare time, 
housing, etc.). 

Reports' have already appeared concerning industrial relations 
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.in the French State mines of the Saar Basin; the London Traffic 
Combine, which controls the greater part of the London under
ground railway, tramway and motor-omnibus services; the 
Bata Shoe Factory in Czechoslovalda; the Siemens Electrical 
Works in Siemenstadt, near Berlin; the Lens Mining Syndicate 
in France. A number of other visits have been made, and studies 
will be published in the near future. 

In addition, the Office is prepariog a series of national reports 
- dealing with iodustrial relations io France, Germany, Great 
Britaio, Italy and the United States. Rich io subject-matter, 
these studies will discuss the general state of economy and pro
duction; the workers' .and employers' iodustrial associations; 
the methods of co-operation employed in the preparation of 
collective agreements and the application of conciliatio,! and 
arbitration procedure; works councils; the scope of prolit
shariog and workers' participation io management; the colla
boration between employers and employed io the management 
of iosurance and pensions institutions; plans to improve under
takiogs ; trade exhibitions; the various social services; co
operative societies; rationalisation; the organisation of vocational 
guidance and education; national and district economic councils 
and allied organisations. 

It was thanks to the financial aid of an active and influential 
American body, the Industrial Relations Counsdors, Inc., of 
New York, that the Organisation was able to embark on an 
undertakiog of this kiod, and it is hoped that the resources at 
the disposal of the Office will allow it to continue on the same 
lioes. 

So far only large firms have been studied. It is often affirmed 
io managerial circles that it is easier to apply a satisfactory iodus
trial relations policy to large firms than to firms of average size. 
It would iodeed be ioterestiog if the Office could show by a few 
studie~ beariog on undertakiogs chosen from the latter class 
that such statements are altogether too sweepiog. 

The national reports now beiog prepared cover live large 
countries. There are, however, a number of other countries 
where national experiments must certainly be worthy of study. 

Finally, the Office will io all probability undertake comparative 
ioternational studies concerning certain aspects of ioternational 
relations. Perhaps ~ome day it may even be io a position to place 
before the Conference a Recommendation, if not a Convention, 
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concerning the fundamental principles applicable to industry in' 
all countries, or a declaration of principles which will!ay down 
the essential rules to which, with suitable adaptations based on 
national or local customs, habits, tendencies and opinions, all 
systems of industrial relations must adhere if they are to survive 
and render service to the community. 

v. PROFIT-SHARING AND WORKERS' PARTICIPATION IN ',. 

MANAGEMENT .' , 

It is generally admitted that social progress is !argely governed 
by economic conditions. The most sweeping social conquests, 
however final they may appear, have no real stability so long as 
organised !about has no hold or control over manufacturing 
processes. This truth is at the bottom of the trade union claim 
for the workers' right to collaborate in ,the management of 
business. ' 

Purely theoretical before die War, this claim became a reality 
after the conclusion of hostilities. As a result of the collapse of 
the former political and social framework the workers in Russia, 
in the Central European States and elsewhere suddenly found 
themselves called upon to take an active part in the reorganisation 
of national life. Hence the mushroom growth of a whole series 
of new institutions-works councils, industrial boards, economic 
councils, factory committees, systems of !about co-partnership 
and pro6.t-sharing~ome officially recognised, others recog
nised tie facio, with different functions, but one and all animated 
by the general desire to allow workers to collaborate in industrial 
life. 

The growth of works councils Was especially rapid in 
Central Eutope, especially in Germany, Austria and Czecho
slovakia, and subsequently in Norway, Luxemburg and the 
Free City of Danzig. In Great Britain and in some of the 
Dominions, Trade Boards and Whitley Councils were set up; 
in the United States, factory committees. In France and else
~ here it was the idea of !about co-partnership which was applied. 

In a series of studies published in the Inlml4tiOflllI LahOIlr 

Rlliietll the Office has followed, year by year, the development 
of this powerful movement in the different countries. Moreover, 
the question of works councils was officially submitted to the 
International Labow: Organisation at the Twenty-ninth Session 
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of the Governing Body. On that occasion the German Govern
ment representative, seconded by the Government representative 
of Czechoslovakia, proposed that the matter should be put on 
the agenda of a Session of the International Labour Conference. 

Even though the international application of this reform cannot 
be considered. for the time being, it is certainly the duty of the 
Office to prepare for it by a thorough study of the whole matter. 
If, as certain writers appear to believe, some system of profit-
~haring is destined to replace, wholly or partly, the present 
methods of remuneration, it is obvious that the question will 
become one of the predominant features of the Organisation's 
plan of studies. 



CHAPTER vm 

THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 
AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

I. THE EcONOMIC EVOLUTION OF THE WORLD SINCE 

THE WAR 

The economic and social position of the 
Till Pontioll world at the end of the War may be summed 

;11 I9I9 up in two words: poverty and disorder. 
The cbaracteristic features of that period 

were a shortage of practically all kinds of raw materials; a 
breakdown in the land, river and maritime transport systems; 
budgetary deficits and heavy commercial losses, especially 
in Europe; in1Iation and shortage of capital; scarcity of labour, 
and especially of skilled workers, accompanied by unemploy
ment; physical, moral and intellectual stagnation among the 
working classes, and a fall in the output of the workers, and even 
of machinery, which had been overworked and seldom renewed 
during the War; a general slump affecting commerce, banking, 
and what is commonly known as ''business.'' 

Most of the States directly or indirectly affected by the after
math of the War were thus faced with a difficult, many-sided 
problem. Their efforts have been, and still are, directed towards 
solving these questions, with the help of the international 
institutions centralised in Geneva. 

The efforts made to meet and overcome the 
RI""tlilll MltUlirfJ economic depression of the last ten years 

went through a number of different phases. 
Any hard-and-fast division of these phases into fixed periods 
must necessarily be purely arbitrary, as the events a/fecting 
the various branches of economy naturally had no uniformity. 
Extreme scarcity of some of the world's most vital require
ments was sometimes accompanied by an abundance of others. 

Nevertheless, the reconstruction work of 1919'""1919 can be 
divided into two main periods. 

From 1910 onwards, underproduction rapidly pve way to 
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.overproduction and a· slump in' markets. This situation was 
further aggravated by an unprecedented financial crisis and 
culminated in acute unemployment. Thus it was that, up to the' 
end of 1924, all national and international efforts were directed 
towards the mitigation and removal of these evils. From 1924 

onwards, although the same evils still persisted and unemploy~ 
ment was on the up-grade, the world, which, besides being 
enfeebled, was also disorganised, was nevertheless able to set 

• ~Aj,f,out reorganising its economic activities on new principles 
'''Which it was hoped would prevent the return of a similar 
situation. During these two periods-one spent in overcoming 
the depression and the other in reconstruction and the organ
isation of preventive measures-the International Labour 
Organisation shared in the common effort. Nor could it 
do otherwise without failing to justify the trust placed in it 
by the Peace Treaty. 

II. THE ORGANISATION AND EcONOMIC QUESTIONS 

Affinity of 
&onomit anti 

Sorial QlIIslions 

During the last ten years a contrast has fre
quendy been drawn between the international 
organisations, creations of the human mind, 
which, with its passion for logic and analysis, 
sifts facts, elassifies them in groups and sets 

up institutions to deal with each separate group, and the realities 
of a world where all facts intermingle and react on each other, 
often with very litde respect for analysis and logic. It would 
indeed seem that the authors of the Peace Treaty and those 
called. on to interpret it have striven to endow Geneva with 
two independent institutions of different character, the first 
to promote political and economic peace, the second....,.. 
the International Labour Or~sation-to bring about social 
peace. 

It is clear that the League of Nations aims joindy at political 
peace and economic agreement, proving by its very existence 
and nature the oft-repeated assertion that the best method of 
creating an economic understanding is to co-ordinate it with 
a political ententl, and vice-versa. The fact that the International 
Labour Organisation was purposely invested with complete 
autonomy does not in any way imply that it should refrain 
from dealing directly with most economic questions, as social 
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peace is at one and the same time a condition and a result of 
economic peace. 

No astonishment need' therefore be felt that both the 
Employers' and Workers' Groups have repeatedly ~ed the 
attention of the Conference to the necessity for the Organisation 
to keep in touch with international economic problems. 

Th,ol'ltiral 
Aflinity 

The Preamble to Part XIII of the Peace 
Treaty concludes with the words: "Whereas 
also the failure of any nation to adopt hu~8( , 
conditions of labour is an obstacle in the way 

of other nations which desire to improve the conditions in their 
own countries .. ' .. " Can this be read otherwise than as meaning 
that under present conditions of economic competition a State 
which declines to assume the social charges necessary to the 
prosperity of its workers-charges which are met by taxes and 
ultimately by an increase in working cost~ and consequendy in 
market prices-has a distinct advantage in foreign markets 
over States which assume such charges and that it consequendy 
practises, consciously or unconsciously, a most immoral form 
of dumping at the expense of the working classes? 

Economic conditions are thus influenced to some extent by 
social conditions, and all attempts to standardise the latter as 
between nations help to equalise and stabilise the former. Social 
policy, when carried out on international lines, tends to set up 
a sort of code of economic morals. 

At the same time it is only too obvious that 
Ar/tJaJ Affinity the economic stability or instability of the 

world does also in fact influence the con
ditions of work and existence of the labouring classes. The stan
dard of living of these classes has its elfect on the economy 
of the country to which they belong, for when it is high the 
purchasing power of the largest section of the consumers 
is increased. It is also true that a satisfactory economic posi
tion makes, it easier for a State to apply a humane and liberal 
social policy, which, although obviously entailing expenditure, 
certainly gives profitable though perhaps less obvious results. 
It is incontrovertible that a sound and stable economic situation 
guarantees employment for the worker and exorcises the spectre 
of unemployment. Nor ean it be questioned that well-organised 
markets and methods, of production enable the worker to be 
certain of finding well-paid work at home and abroad, just as 
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(1930) to examjne the annual reports supplied by Governments 
on the application of the Convendons ratified by them. In this 
Report the following passage occurs: 

It was pointed out to the Committee that it would be of interest 
were practical reports (for example, once in two years) on the 
application of the Recommendations also to be fittnished by the 
Governments aod submitted to the Conference. Provision for 
such reports might be made in the Recommendations themselves. 
Several members of the Committee expressed the opinion that 
this method would permit a consideration of the possibility of 
transformiog after some years certain Recommendations into 
Conventions. Other members suggested that if such a system of 
checking the results, aod thereby increasing the practical Value 
of the Recommendations, were adopted, the Conference might 
have more frequent recourse to them for the solution of certain 
ql'estions brought before it for the first time. 

For practical reasons the Governing Body has not felt able to 
approve the proposal to call for periodical reports on the applica
tion of the Recommendations, but it has instructed the Office 
to devote particular attention to the effective results of the 
Recommendations in the various countries. 

Another decision taken by the Governing Body at the same 
Session lends additional point to the observation of the Conference 
Committee quoted above. In 1919 the Conference supplemented 
the Convention concerning unemployment by a Recommenda
tion c9ntaining, among other suggestions, one to the effect that 
measures should be taken to prohibit the establishment of 
employment agencies which charge fees or which carry on 
business for prolit. The Governing Body has now decided to 
place this question on the agenda of the Session of the Conference 
to be held in 1932, with a view to the adoption of a Draft Con
vention. Since the Recommendation was adopted at Washington 
in 19 I 9, steps have been taken in a number of countries towards 
carrying out the provision concerning the prohibition of private 
fee-charging agencies. In Germany, the complete abolition of 
such offices not later than December 31St, 1930, is prescribed 
by the Act of July 16th, 1927, Such abolition has been enacted 
in Bulgaria and R,imanja by laws passed in 192' and 19U 
respectively. In Yugoslavia and Italy, measures have been taken 
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vocational training, the shortage of labour and changes in the 
workers: living conditions, food, housing, wages and standards 
of life. The last volume summarised and discussed the steps taken 
or advocated to deal with the various slumps in production 
·and to improve and render more normal the conditions of 
labour and existence of the workers. 

Space does not permit of a longer description of this monu
mental work. It need only be added that during the World
Economic Conference, to which reference will be made late~', 
many speakers mentioned the help they had obtained from it. 
The least that can he said is that this vast work of analysis and 
classification is a living proof of the intention of the International 
Labour Organisation to carry out a wholehearted study of all 
economic factors in so far as they affect conditions of labour 
or are themselves affected by the latter. 

Reference must here bl>made to this Com-
Th, Mix.d mittee, the work of which was surveyed in 

.CommiJJioll Oil connection with unemployment. It may 
funomit-CriltS be recalled that its main duties, which are 

based on the principles of the International 
Labour Organisation and the Economic Organisation of the 
League of Nations, are to study economic crises, to seek their 
causes and remedies and to submit the studies made to one or 
other of the above institutions respectively according as they are 
of an economic or social character. 

The /irst steps taken by the League of Nations 
S pedal funomk to promote concerted international action in 

ConJ1f'lM1S economic matters consisted in a number of 
Conferences, each devoted to one of the aspl>cts 

of the genetal problem, namely, the Brussels Financial Con
ference of 1910, the Conferences held in Barcelona in 19.tI and 
Geneva in 1913 which dealt with communications and ttansit, 
and the Genoa Conference of 1913 which was restricted to the 
study of a renewal of relations with the Soviet Union, and in 
which -the International Labour Organisation took an active 
part. The time had not yet come for the affinity of economic 
and social problems to be deJinitely recognised in all quarters, 
although a tendency in that direction had been evident since 
the Washington Conference. 

Nevertheless, in 1910, at the First Session of the International 
Labour Conference held in Geneva, when the world was faced 
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. with that slump in matkets which succeeded the production 
crisis, two workers' delegates, Mr. Jouhaux and Mr. Schiirch, 
moved a Resolution in which, righrly stressing the connection 
between unemployment and economic problems in general, 
they requested the International Labour Office to undertake an 
international enquiry into unemployment and suggested the 
convocation of an international conference to study international 
remedies calculated to put an ·end to unemployment. . 

' .. ; It will be remembered that the Office immediately initiated 
this enquiry and has continued it ever since. A conference to 
find remedial measures for unemployment could not be other 
than an economic conference. This conference was to take place
in 19z7, butit should be remembered that certain members of 
the Labour Conference had called for it six yeatS previous!y. 

IV.'THE WORLD EcONOMIC CoNFERENCB, 19Z7 

PlITtitipatiDIf of 
u Laboll1''' in 

th, ConflfflltO 

It is of interest to note that it was a worker, 
Mr. Jouhaux, a member of the Governing 
Body of the International Labour Office, who 
in 19z4, when member of the French Dele
gation to the Assembly of the League of 

Nations, first called the attention of the latter to the necessity 
of establishing "economic peace." When a yeat later another 
French delegate to the Assembly, Mr. Loucheur, persuaded the 
League to convene an International Economic Conference, he 
did no more than consolidate the work begun by Mr. Jouhaux. 

The International Labour Organisation was well represented 
at this Conference. The Chairman of the Governing Body of 
the International Labour Office was specially invited by the 
Council of the League of Nations. One of the most important 
committees, the Commission on Industry, was presided over 
.by another member of the Governing Body. In addition, nine 
other members of the Governing Body were present at the 
Conference, either as delegates appointed by their countries or 
as representatives of institutions such as the International 
Institute of Agriculture or the International Chamber of Com
merce or as technical experts. Fina1ly, eleven of the fifty dele
gations present included a workers' representative-a fact, be 
it said, which shows that not enough Governments had followed 
the suggestion made by the Preparatory Committee of the 



regards white lead of the Washington Recommendation against 
lead poisoning." 

It may therefore be said, even in the absence of the report 
now being prepared by the Office, that the Recommendations, 
with their varied form and elasticity of procedure, have fulfilled 
the hopes placed in them by the authors of the Peace Treaty. 
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of binding mutual obligations. If in a number of cases a Con
vention assists the supporters of the standard embodied in it 
to defend that standard successfully, even in countries which 
have not ratified, it is the Convention, rather than the standard, 
which playS an effective part. The upholders of the eight-hour 
day in Germany and Great Britain, for instance, have been 
assisted in their campaigns principally because they have been 
able to argue (a) that a certain number of countries have already 
entered into a binding compact to maintain the provisions 
adopted at Washington, and (b) that it is in the interests of their 
own countries at any rate to retain the possibility of becoming 
parties to that compact. The standard embodied in the Con
vention, like those embodied in the various Recommendations, 
no doubt exercises a certain psychological attraction, but. no 
Recommendation would appear ever to have provided the rallying· 
cry for a campaign in any country. It is the embodiment of the· 
standards in a binding international instrument, and the guarantees 
provided in the Peace Treaty for the execution of the Conventions, 
that supply arguments of really convincing force. 

Applie4tion of 
Artie', 408 

Further, the provisions contained in the 
Treaties for securing the effective application 
of the Conventions by the countries that 
ratify them are certainly among the most 

powerful factors in the influence of the Conventions as a whole. 
One of the most interesting results of the Co"ventions is beyond 
doubt the development of the system of mutual supervision for 
which Article 408 of the Treaty of Versailles provides. 

A summary of this Article was given in the first part of this 
book, but it is worth while referring to it again. It is laid down 
in Article 408 that "each of the Members agrees to make an 
annual report to the International Labour Office on the measures 
which it has taken to give effect to the provisions of the Con
.ventions to which it is a party. These reports shall be made in 
such form and shall contain such particulars as the Governing 
Body may request. The Director shall lay a summary of these 
reports before the next meeting of the Conference." 

In 1916 it was decided, very tentatively and after much 
hesitation, to appoint a Committee of Experts to examine the 
annual reports sent in under Article 408, and in the same year 
the practice of setting up a Committee of the Conference at 
each Session to examine the summaries of the reports was 
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activities of the Internatio'haJ. Labour Office aiid of the representa
tives of the Organisation who took part in the Conference in 
various capacities had a deep and favourable eJfect on the 
proceedings at that famous international meeting. 

V. FROM 1!)%.7 TO 1930 

The Conference outlined the economic work which the League 
of Nations was called on to undertake and drew up its initial 
programme. Since then the work has progressed, and the pro
gramme now begins to become a reality, in spite of difficulties 
of all sorts which do not require discussion here. The Inter
national Labour Organisation has made a sustained eJfort to 
accomplish with the modest means at its disposal the various 
tasks indicated as coming within its competence. 

The success of the ,World Economic Con
Th. Consliitam, ference led the Council of the League of 

funomit Committ" Nations to set up a Consultative Economic 
Committee, which meets once a year to study 

the measures taken during the previous year to give effect to 
the decisions of the Conference, and to call the Council's 
attention to those decisions which have to be dealt with or 

. studied during the coming year. The International Labour 
Office co-operates with the Secretariat of the League of 
Nations in the preparation of documentary material for 
the meetings of the Committee. Moreover, the Committee 
includes a number of labour representatives, whose dection 
to the Committee was proposed to the Council of the League 
by the Workers' Group of the Governing Body 01 the 
International Labour Office. 

Viewed from the standpoint of the League of 
Th. Orgtmisalioll Nations the question of industrial agreements 

anti fullomit has made very little progress since 1927. AIl 
QmsliollS of thl DtIJ' that has been accomplished is the inauguration 

of a technical enquiry into their working. 
Although the International Labour Office is deeply interested 
in this study it is unable for the time being to take any definite 
action. 

The International Labour Organisation has never lost sight 
of the necessity of following the rationalisation movement, 
which, emaIlating from the United States, continues to extend in 
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Europe to all bratlcl>es of actiyity, A iIlcluding industry, agri
culture, commerce, banking, and public administration. Healthy 

• rationalisation measures, it must be repeated, tan only be applied 
in these spheres with the collaboration of labour. For these 
reasons, when opportunity arose to set up in Geneva an infor
mation office--the present Scientific Management Institute
to study and promote the movement in Europe the International 
Labour Office played its part. It was within the grounds of 
the Office and under its protecting influence that the Institute 
first saw the light of day. Although the Institute is entirely inde-_ 
pendent, its Board includes several members of the Governing 
Body of the International Labour Office, while several officials 
of the latter organisation have been seconded to the Institute. 

Gose and fruitful collaboration unites the Institute to the 
International Labour Office: the former deals with the technical . 
and economic aspects of rationalisati,?n, the latter with the social 
side of the question. The Office is' on the point of publishing an 
international study on rationalisation in relation to hours of 
work, output, working conditions, wages, industrial hygiene, 
fatigue, accident prevention, unemployment, etc. This study, 
which is of an objective character, will help to dispel a number 
of prejudices and draw the attention of "rationalisers" to the 
necessity of taking some account of the social aspect of the 
problem if they are desirous of ultimate success. 

Three of the agricultural enquiries undertaken by the Office, 
dealing with the effects of agrarian reform on agricultural 
workers, the rural exodus, and the present agricultural crisis, 
touch on the economic structure of agriculture. The question 
whe\:4er the deep depression which has been affecting agriculture 
throughout the world for a number of years has influenced or is 
likely to influence the land worker's wages, standards of living 
and possibilities of employment, can have different answers, 
which depend on whether the question covers present or future 
conditions, European or oversea countries, or is confined to 
certain forms of agricultural undertakings, certain branches of 
agriculture, etc. 

It would be superfluous to enumerate the reasons why the 
International Labour Organisation studies and must study the 
unemployment crisis, which at present affects the whole world, 
and which is also an economic phenomenon, because it is the 
cause (as well as'the effect) of underconsumption. Reference 
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followed in 1924, when the Conference adopted a similar kind 
of Recommendation concerning the "development of facilities 
for the utilisation of workers' spare time." Further, at each of • 
the Sessions held respectively in 1922, 1923 and 1924, the Con
ference contented itself with adopting a single Recommendation 
on a single question figuring on its agenda for the £rst time. 
Its practice in these years would appear to indicate that the 
Conference had come to regard the Recommendation as a form 
of decision parallel but subordinate to the Convention, suitable 
for the formulation of general principles or model methods 
for dealing with problems on which a Convention appeared 
inadvisable or impossible. 

It may well be that in the future the Conference will again 
adopt Recommendations of this sort; but the fact remains that 
during the years 1925-1930 it has never adopted a Recommenda
tion except in conjunction with a Convention. It is true that in 
1929 the two Conventions adopted dealt with subsidiary aspects 
of the main question (prevention of industrial accidents) which 
was made the subject of a Recommendation; but the Conference 
does seem to have set its face against dealing with any question 
by way of a Recommendation alone. A further indication of 
this tendency is provided by the fact that on every occasion 
when a Draft Convention has failed to secure the requisite 

. two-thirds majority, the Conference has refused to adopt the 
proposals contained in the Draft Convention in the form of a 
Recommendation. 

The present tendency therefore seems to be to consider the 
Convention and the Recommendation as mutually complemen
tary. The relationship between the two may take various forms; 
for instance, the Recommendation may suggest the application 
of the provisions of the Convention to additional classes of 
workers, or propose supplementary measures of protection, or 
lay down general principles for the guidance of Governments in 
applying the Convention, or it may simply serve to emphasise 
the intention of the Conference as soon as the time is ripe to 
adopt a further Convention on some special aspect of the question 
concerned. Such an intention is indeed frequently present even 
where the Recommendation has other practical objects. 

This tendency to use Recommendations as a means of preparing 
the way for Conventions found expression in the Report of the 
Committee .set up by the Fourteenth Session of the Conference 
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Switzerland and Yugoslavia (all of which countries have ratified 
the Convention). 

An interesting example of the elfectiveness of this COn
vention is afforded by Switzerland. When that country ratified 
the Convention a Decree of the Federal Council (issued by virtue 
of the special powers couferred upon it during the War period), 
dated October "9th, 1919, formed the principal legal basis for 
ratification. It provided for a system of unemployment relief 
and the establishment of Cantonal employment offices. It was, 
however, only provisional in character and its abrogation in 
19"4 left Switzerland's ratification of the Convention unsupported 
by adequate legislation. ,Accordingly, on November lIth, 1924, 
the Federal Council issued a circular pointing out that the COn
vention, having been ratified, had force of law in Switzerland, 
that failing Federal legislation the Cantons were bound to comply 
with the Convention's provisions and that the Federal Council, . 
in virtue of its constitutional responsibility for securing the· 
fullilment of international obligations, had power to call upon 
the Cantons to take the necessary measures. By an Order issued 
on the same date the Federal Council therefore restored the 
obligation upon the Cantons to set up joint free employment 
offices. The preamble to the Order recalls Switzerland's obligations 
under the Convention. 

Epitzlity oj 
TTI"Im,nt 

A number of agreements for reciprocal 
treatment in respect of unemployment in
surance benefits have been .concluded between 
States Members in the last ten years. It is not 

always possible to establish a direct causal relationship between 
these agreements and the Convention; but it is interesting to note 
that the Declaration exchanged by the Swiss and Italian Govern
ments on February 9th, 1927, establishing equality of treatment 
in respect of unemployment, is expressly based on the desire· of 
both parties to fulfil their obligations under Article 3 of the 
Convention (which provides for the making of arrangements 
entitling workers belonging to one of the States Members and 
employed in the territory of the other to receive the same 
insurance benefit as national workers). The same Article is also 
specifically mentioned in the exchange of notes between Switzer
land and Denmark (September .. 8th to December 13th, 1917)' 

Finally, it may be pointed out that Switzerland's ratification 
of the Coltllention rOnferning 'qlllJlity of treatment for national ana 



CHAPTER I 

RATIFICATION OF CONVENTIONS 

THE first International Labow: Conventions, adopted at Washing
ton in 19'9, obtained the practically unanimous vote of the 
Government, employers' and workers' delegates present.' It 
was therefore not unnatural to suppose that their ratification 
would not give rise to much opposition in the various States, but 
would be obtained everywhere in a relatively short time. But by 
October 19u-tbat is to say, about two years after their adop
tion-they had been ratified by a very small number of countries, 
the actual ratification figures being 4 for the Hours Convention, 
7 for the Unemployment Convention, 1 for'the Materniry Con
vention, 6 for the Convention concerning night work of women, 
4 for the Minimum Age Convention, and 4 for the Convention 
cOncerning night work of children. Although these results are 
by no means negligible, it has to be admitted that they fell far 
short of general expectation. 

There can be little doubt that there was too much indulgence 
in that facile optimism so common after the War, and that the 
economic depression caused many Governments to reflect before 
committing themselves. At the same time, it soon became clear 
that the absence of ratifications was due in part at least to the 
difficulties inherent in the new procedw:e set up by the Peace 
Treaty. 

In order to form an unbiased opinion of the results obtained 
during the first ten years it is essential to understand the character 
of these difficulties and to ascertain to what extent and by what 
means they have been overcome. 

I The figures recorded were as follows: 
CottVCntion fixing hours of work 
Convention concerning unemployment 
Maternity Convention . 
Convention concerning night work of women 
Convention concerning minimum age of children . 
Convention concerning night work of children 

83 votes to z 
88 votes to 4 
67 votes to 10 

94 votes to I 

92. votes to , 
93 votts to 0 
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I. INITIAL DIFFICULTIES 

A number of initial difficulties were due to the 
novelty of the procedure and the special 
character of the International Labour Con-
ventions. 

Prior to 1919 all international Conventions, whatever their 
object,were invested with the traditional diplomatic· forms. 
The text was drafted by means of diplomatic negotiations 
between plenipotentiaries of the contracting parties and bore 
their signatures. It was such texts, signed by delegates endowed 
with full powers, which' came before the competent authorities 
for ratification. It is a noteworthy fact that the traditional pro
cedure was widely modified by the Peace Treaty. In the. Con
ventions provided for under Part XIII the formality of signature' 
is replaced by a two-thirds majority vote, in which not only 
Government delegates-who, it should be observed, are not 
plenipotentiaries-but also representatives of the employers' and 
workers' industrial associations take .part. Thus it is that the 
texts adopted by the International Labour Conference are not 
Conventions in the accepted sense of the word. The Treaty calls 
them "Draft Conventions," a term which has been subjected to 
legal criticism but which, nevertheless, clearly deJines the novel 
character of the texts approved by the International Labour 
Conference. 

It is therefore not astonishing that the novel form of the 
Conventions caused some surprise in national administrations 
and Parliaments and gave rise to initial difficulties in several 
countries, notably in France. 

Under the usual constitutional procedure the French Govern
ment was accustomed to submit to Parliament, for authorisation 
to ratify, only conventions or treaties which had previously been 
signed by French plenipotentiaries and plenipotentiaries of other 
States. It thus came about that the French Government, after 
introducing in the Chamber of Deputies, on April 29th, 1920, 
a number of Bills for the ratification of live of the Washington 
Conventions, thought well to change its mind. It felt a certain 
hesitation in submitting to Parliament Draft Conventions adopted 
merely by two-thirds of the delegates present at the Washington 
Conference. It fel~ that it could only accept responsibility for 
Conventions signed in the usual manner and took steps to 



pz. The Effective Rem/ts·of the 911tJtntions 
• 

under one of-these three heads. For instance, effect number (1) 
has been abundandy secured by the Maritinte Conventions, the 
Conventions for the protection of women and young persons, 
and the Hours Convention. Effect number (z) has been attained 
by the Convention concerning equality of treatment in respect 
of accident compensation, the Unemployment Convention, and 
certain of the Maritinte Conventions. Effect number (3) has been 
secured by various Conventions~.g. Luxemburg has embodied 
most of the Conventions as they stand in her national law, 
British Columbia has taken over most of the provisions of the 
Hours Convention unchanged, Greece has incorporated the text 
of several Conventions in her legislation, a number of countries 
have scheduled the text of various Maritinte Conventions .. 
South Mrica has drafted social insurance legislation on the 
Geneva model-......ruld the list of instances could be prolonged 
almost inde1initely. 

OlitstlZllt/ing 
1111portl1l/te of 

the R4tjfoati01ls 

In conclusion, emphasis must be laid on the 
importance of the ratification of Conventions, 
especia1ly in connection with the practical 
attainment of their different objects. For the 
attainment of the third object, ratification has 

clearly no relevance at all, as that could equally well be secured 
by a Recommendation. The second can hardly be attained 
without ratification, and it is probably no mere coincidence that 
the highest ratification figures have been attained by Conventions 
solely or mainly pursuing it-the ratification of an agreement 
holding out the prospect of reciprocity would naturally_ be 
particularly tempting to most Governments. The first object 
cannot be fully secured without general ratification, which 
alone can create the requisite fullness of mutual confidence and 
security. Nevertheless, the results of several of the Conventions 
prove that, quite apart from ratification, the setting up of a 
high standard by the International Labour Conference may, in 
the case of a reform appealing directly to the public conscience 
(reduction of working hours, protection of maternity, safe
guarding of health) contribute effectively to the launching of a 
general forward movement and to maintaining intact such 
progress as is realised. 

But there should be no misunderstanding as to the vital 
importance, in the case of all the Conventions, of the fact that 
they an Conventions which, once ratified, constitute a network 
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• 
In the meanwhile it would probably be no exaggeration to say 
that, despite the dlllicult economic circumstances of the last few 
years, almost every attempt to prolong working hours beyond 
the limits permitted by the Convention has been held in check 
by the general desire to leave the way open for ratification. 

Finally, in Switzerland, where the Factory Act was amended 
in 1919 so as to reduce the maximum working week in factories 
to fortf-eight hours, Parliament decided in 1911 once more to 
amend the Act so as to increase the maximum to fifty-four. The 
amending Act was, however, opposed by the trade unions, and 
on belng submitted to a referendum was rejected. The Convention 
was undoubtedly instrumental in bringing about this result. 

Thus, both by stimulating progress and by stiffening resistance 
to regression the Hours Convention has already exercised a 
most powerful influence in a great number of countries, despite . 
the fact that the hesitation of the chief industrial Powers of 
Europe to ratify it effectively has prevented it from yielding its 
full results. Whether the situation in this respect will be modified 
in the immediate future depends on the fate of the Bills at present 
before the German Reichstag and the British Parliament. 

This Convention has been ratified by a 
Th< Matmn/y relatively small number of countries (eleven). 

C.III/mti." When it is borne in tnind that the provisions 
. of the Convention go considerably beyond the 

protection afforded to women workers before and after child
birth in any of the States Members before 1919, the paucity of 
the .ratifications cannot be considered surprising. On the other 
hand, few Conventions have resulted in a greater or more general 
raising of national standards, as expressed in legislation. 

The Convention, it may be recalled, provides that any woman 
employed in an industrial or commercial undertaking (a) shall 
not be permitted to work during the six weeks following her 
confinement, (b) shall have the right to leave her work if she 
produces a medical certificate stating that her confinement will 
probably take place within six weeks, (e) shall be entitled to 
maintenance and medical benefit, provided out of public funds 
or by means of a system of insurance, during the twelve weeks 
of her absence from work, (d) shall, if nursing her child, be 
allowed half-an-hour twice a day during working hours for this 
purpose, and (e) sl;W.l be protected against dismissal during the 
twelve weeks of her absence from work, or for a longer period, 
~LL U 
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bring to the notice of the legislative authorities the texts adopted 
by the International Labour Conference. What, however, is the 
procedure to be observed? This was the third question raised 
by several countries when faced with the early Conventions. 

It is a recognised fact that the Conventions as such have no 
binding force on the States Members, and Governments and 
Parliaments are free to ratify them or not as they deem lit. The 
Governments are entitled to submit them to Parliament with or 
without a memorandum recommending ratification or the reverse. 
Now, in several countries, of which France is a notable instance, 
parliamentary rules and traditions do not permit the Government 
to introduce a Convention in Parliament otherwise than in the 
form of a Bill. A Bill, however, cannot logically have any other 
meaning than to recommend Parliament to ratify the Convention, 
concerned. The French Government was therefore unable to' 
fu1£il its obligations towards those Conventions which it did 
not feel able to recommend for parliamentary approval. 

For some considerable time this new difficulry prevented the 
French Government from introducing into the Chambers the 
agricultural Conventions adopted by the 1921 Conference. 

Here again the difficulry was Iinally overcome. The French 
Government ultimately adopted a method of procedure suggested 
by the International Labour Office which involved the presenta
tion of Draft Conventions' to the Chambers in the form of a 
brochure. The memorandum to a Bill for the introduction of one 
of these Conventions which the Government proposed to ratify 
was then used to show which Conventions it was proposed not 
to ratify and the reasons for such attitude. This procedure has 
subsequently been adopted in other countries. 

But while the Conventions must be formally placed before the 
national legislature, the latter must also have an opportunity of 
expressing an opinion on them. It is not enough to present 
a Bill or a report to Parliament; it must also be included in the 
agenda of a Session and come up for discussion. The early post
War period was, however, an extremely busy one for Parliaments 
in most countries, for they had more than enough to do to deal 
with important questions of national and international policy 
and the financial situation. So it came about that the discussion 
of the Conventions had to be postponed. The result was that 
Bills for their ratification could not be discussed before the end 
of the parliamentary Session and were shelved. In most cases 
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these Bills were tabled anew at the beginning of the following 
Session. In some instances, however, this was not done, either 
because Governments considered that they had fiillilled their obli
gations by tabling them once, or because political changes in the 
composition of Governments or Parliaments prevented any possi
bility of ratification. In such cases it has always been maintained by 
the Office that the obligation imposed on the Governments could 
not be held to be complied with so long as the legislative authority 
had not had a real opportunity of expressing its opinion, and in 
the main this argument has been generally recognised. Nowadays, 
however, Parliaments usually consider the examination of the 
Conventions as a part of their routine work. . 

Such are the chief difficulties of the new procedure which 
the International Labour Organisation has had to overcOme and 
which undoubtedly hampered the progress of ratifications during 
the early years of the Organisation's existence. They may now; 
however, be considered as solved and de.6nitely removed. 

Dif!ialiliu 
of PrillCipk 

The ratification of Conventions also en
countered difficulties inherent in the, actual 
principle of the international· regulation of 
conditions of labour. These difficulties varied 

from country to country, and even with the Conventions them
selves. They could not, therefore, as in the case of difficulties of 
procedure, be overcome by any single solution. Even now, 
some of them exist and will in all likelihood continue to exist 
for many years to come. In spite of their diversity, however, they 
may be classified under a few main heads. 

The Conventions adopted up to the present are not restricted 
to the formulation of general ideas to which the States are simply 
required to adhere in principle. They lay down positive rules, 
in many cases highly detailed, such as those for the prohibition 
of harmful products or dangerous or unhealthy work for certain 

. classes of workers, or those for the adoption of definite methods 
of organisation of work in industrial or other undertakings. The 
ratification of such Conventions, implying, as it does, the obliga
tion to bring national law into harmony with their provisions, 
nearly always necessitates the amending of existing legislation. 
Now, it may happen, for example, that these amendments 
affect the provisions of a labour or a social insurance code, or 
even several laws of a country. It may even be necessary to 
prepare entirely fresh legislation. The requisite legislative measures 
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Certain results can also be attributed to the influence of the 
Convention in other countries. Thus, in 1915 (i.e. after the lirst 
reading of the Convention) an Act was passed in Latvia which, 
according to a statement made by the Latvian Government 
delegate at the following Session of the Conference, regulated 
the problem of night work in bakeries "in the fullest accordance 
with the aspirations expressed by the Sixth Session of the Inter
national Labour Conference." In Portugal, a Decree intended by 
the Government as a move towards ratification, and dated 
May 17th, 1919, prohibits night work in Lisbon bakeries. In 
Switzerland, the Federal Parliament decided against ratification, 
but at the same time requested the Federal Council to prepare 
a Bill regulating night work in bakeries so as to ensure a nighdy 
rest from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. Fina1ly, it may be noted that in the 
Argentine Republic an Act which came into force on September 
9th, 1916, prohibits night work in bakeries, a certain latitude 
being allowed to undertakings where bread is made by machinery. 

It should be pointed out that when the question was placed 
on the agenda of the Conference, seventeen countries possessed 
legislation prohibiting night work in bakeries; nowadays twenty
eight countries possess such legislation. 

m. CoNVENTIONS WIDELY RATIFIED, BOT INvOLVING REI.ATIVELY 
SLIGHT LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS 

The Conventions grouped under this heading are all Conventions 
which aim rather at the general establishment of a particular 
principle than at the introduction of important legislative reforms. 
The widespread acceptance of the principles respectively involved, 
represented by the numerous ratifications of these Conventions, 
is not by any means to be regarded as a negligible result; but 
it is naturally a result less easy to define in terms of legislative 
progress. In certain cases, however, it is possible to indicate 
positive and concrete results. . 

- In the case of the Convention tonmning IIIIIlIIploy-
U'lIInploymenl lIIenf, for instance, it is noteworthy that since 

the adoption of the Convention by the 
Washington Conference in 1919 measures for the organisation 
or extension of the system of free public employment agencies 
have been ~aken in Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Rumania, South Africa, Spain. 
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of social reform. This is no mere gesture, but an act, and, to give 
the fullest meaning to that act, the countries ratifying during the 
past ten years have had to surmount real difficulties, and in 
many cases to overcome obstinate resistance. 

In addition to these difficulties of a national character there 
are also international complications. 

The object of the International Labour Conventions. is, in 
addition to improving working conditions, to standardise them 
as far as possible in the different countries. "Whereas," states 
the Preamble of Part XIII of the Peace Treaty, "the failure of 
any nation to adopt humane conditions of labour is an obstacle 
in the way of ·other nations which desire to improve the con
ditions in their own countries .•.. " Here, as already stated, we 
have an attempt to prevent "social dumping." The principle is 
nowadays adopted practically everywhere, but its enforcement 
has been found in some cases to be somewhat difficult. When a 
Convention directly affects conditions in countries competing 
with each other, Governments sometimes express their readiness 
to ratify only on the understanding that the Convention will 
come into force in rival States at the same time as in their own. 
Each State hesitates to take the first step, feeling that delayed 
ratification by its rivals may temporarily place it at a disadvantage 
in trade competition. 

Various measures have been tried to obviate this difficulty, 
but all are attended by such serious disadVlUltages that it has 
not appeared advisable to recommend their general adoption. 

In the first place, certain adjoining countries, mutually 
bound by close political and economic relationships, have agreed 
to make a joint examination once a year of the Conventions 
adopted by the Conference with a view to taking up, where 
possible, an identical attitude towards them. This procedure was 
initiated by the northern countries. Representatives of Denmark, 
Finland, Norway and Sweden have met, after every Session of 
the Conference, to study the texts adopted in the light of the 
legislation of their respective countries. Perhaps these States have 
derived some advantage from these meetings, but what has been 
the result as regards the success of the Conventions? In sorne 
cases it appears that the mere evidence of a difference, semetimes 
even slight, between the laws of one of these countries and a 
Convention has been sufficient to delay, and even to prevent, 
ratification by the whole group. 
LL~ S 
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Another measure adopted is that of "conditional" ratification. 
In order not to risk finding themselves the only party to a Con
vention some States, when registering their ratification with the 
Secretariat of the League of Nations, have stipulated that it is to 
come into force only when the ratification of certain other States 
has been received. Such ratifications do at least testify to the 
good-will of the States making them, but it seems obvious that 
this procedure should only have been adopted when the dangers 
of competition were particularly great. From the very outset, 
however, there has been a growing tendency to use it more 
generally by applying it even to Conventions which could not 
in any way affect commercial competition, and to multiply 
the number of States whose ratification was a stipulated con
dition. For instance, the French Chamber of Deputies made 
France's ratification of the three Washington Conventions 
concerning night work of women, night work of children and 
unemployment conditional on prior ratification by Czecho
slovakia, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Poland, and even of the 
United States, which is not a Member of the International Labour 
Organisation. Again, in I9Z6 the Latvian Government's rati
fication of the Convention concerning unemployment indemnity 
in the case of loss or foundering of the ship was subordinated 
to prior ratification by "the Powers of chief importance in 
maritime trade." In this case the vagueness of the phraseology 
constituted a particularly dangerous precedent. It is true that 
it was inspired by the provision of Part XIII, under which the 
eight States "of chief industrial importance" are entitled to 
seats on the Governing Body of the International Labour Office. 
But whereas Part XIII defines the procedure to be followed, 
when necessary, to decide which are these eight States, there are 
no such means of establishing a list of the Powers of chief 
importance in maritime trade. It was therefore doubtful when, 
if ever, the Latvian ratification would become operative. 

It was certainly the duty of the International Labour Office 
to wars. States against the dangers which might possibly result 
from an excessive extension of the system of conditional ratifica
tions. Whenever the occasion arose, this was done by the Office, 
which used the following arguments: 

In the case of a reform which has already been generally 
accepted by legislation and practice, the inclusion of a suspensory 
clause in' the instrument of ratification can have no value for 
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Governments and only hinders the general progress of 
ratifications. Even in the case of Conventions which may have 
far-reaching economic consequences, and which States may well 
hesitate to ratify without the assurance that their rivals will 
undertake similar engagements, it is going too far to subordinate 
ratification to similar action by an excessive number of States. 
Such methods can only result in paralysing the whole work of 
ratification and rendering useless the machinery set' up by 
Part XIll. 

Fortunately the arguments of the Office did not fall on 
deaf ears, with the result that the number of conditional 
ratifications has fallen and continues to fall. France has ratified 
unconditionally the three Washington Conventions which the 
French Parliament had previously demanded should be tatified 
conditionally. The Latvian Government recently gave its uncon-' 
ditional assent to the Convention concerning unemployment' 
indemnity for shipwrecked seamen and thereby annulled its 
former conditional ratification. The Italian Government has 
declared its intention of suppressing the condition originally 
attached to its ratification of the Washingtoq. Hours Con
vention. At the present time, out of a total of 408 ratifications, 
only 8 are conditional, of which , (Austria, France, Italy, 
Latvia and Spain) refer to the Convention which, from the 
standpoint of national competition, is undoubtedly the most 
important of all, i.e. the Washington Hours Convention. This 
proportion is clearly very small, and it certainly cannot be said 
that conditional ratifications have been abused. 

There is still a third procedure used to overcome ratification 
difficulties due to the fear of competition; this consists in inter
preting the provisions of the Conventions. Experience has 
shown that certain articles or paragraphs of some of the Con
ventions may have more than one interpretation, this being the 
J'esult of imperfect drafting or, in some cases, of differences in 
the French and English texts, both of which, it may be recalled, 
are authentic. 

When a State perceives that a provision of the Convention 
may be interpreted in two different ways, and that one meaning 
perhaps entails stricter obligations than the other, it naturally 
desires to ascettain how that provision will, be interpreted by 
the other States" especially those whose competition it fears. 
It also has the legitimate desire to see a common interpretation 
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adopted by all the States likely to ratify the Convention. How, then, 
may it satisfy these desires, and what are the means at its disposal? 

Part xm explicidy stipulates that all questions or difficulties 
connected with the interpretation of Conventions are to be 
submitted to the Permanent Court of International Justice. There 
can be no doubt that this procedure should be useful to Govern
ments faced with difficulties of interpretation, but so far no use 
has been made of it. In every case the Governments have preferred 
to ask the International Labour Office for its advice. Now, the 
Treaties have conferred no special competence in this matter 
on the Office, which has, therefore, never been able to give an 
official interpretation. It has always pointed out in its replies 
to the Governments that the information or advice supplied by 
it is subject to that reservation. In most cases, however, it has 
been able, by basing its opinion on the preparatory work or 
discussions which have taken place I,t the .. Conference, either 
in committees or in plenary sittings, to supply the Governments 
with information calculated to throw light on the point in 
question. Such action by the Office has generally had good 
results and facilitated ratification. 

As has already been pointed out, the difficulties arising from 
the necessity for adapting legislation and practice to the provisions 
of the Conventions or to the requirements of competition cannot 
be met by anyone general solution. The International Labour 
Office has had to examine them one by one as they arose, and 
to endeavour in each case, in collaboration with the Government 
concerned, to find the appropriate solution. Through the good
will of the Governments a number of these difficulties have 
heen overcome. But, like the difficulties of procedure, they have 
certainly retarded the progress of ratifications. Moreover. a 
number of these difficulties still exist, and this must be bome in 
mind in studying the survey of results which follows. 

II. PROGRESS OP RATIPICAnONS 

The diagram below shows the number of 
T.tal NlIlJlb". ratifications registered with the Secretariat of 
.f Rtztifoati.IIS the League of Nations on October 1St of each 

year since October 1St, 19u-that is to say, 
two years afret the First Session of the International Labour 
Conference at Washington. 
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The most noteworthy feature of this table is the reguIarity 
with which the ratifications have increased. Taking the good 
and bad years together, the average yearly increase has been 
roughly forty. This in itself is no mean achievement, ~pecially 
when we recall the initial obstacles encountered, several of which 
will probably not recur in future decades. 

PROGRESS OF RATIFICATIONS 
REGISTERED WITH TH E 
SECRETARIAT OF THE 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS 
FROM 1921 TO 1930 
(ON I.T OCTOBER OF 

EACH VEAR) 

21 

408 

1921 ISlZ 19Z3 19Z4 19Z. 1926 19U 1928 1929 1930 

The total number of ratifications registered on October 1st, 
1930, was 408, including eight conditional ratifications. This 
total has often been commented on, sometimes unfavourably. 
Comparisons have been made with the total number of possible 
ratifications-that is to say, with the figute that would have been 
attained had all the States Members of the Organisation ratified 
all the Conventions. If the number of Conventions adopted so 
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far by the Conference (30) be multiplied by the number of States 
Members (15), a total of I,6so possible ratifications is obtained. 
The 408 ratifications registered thus represent only zs per 
cent., which is but a small proportion of the total number 
possible. But a moment's reflection will show that such a 
calculation is neither exact nor fair, because it disregards certain 
essential facts. 

In the first place no account is taken of the age of the 
Conventions. Ratification procedure generally occupies several 
years, and the two Conventions voted by the Conference in 
June 1930 cannot fairly be included in any calculation of 
the results obtained, for the simple reason that the Govern
ments have not had enough time since their adoption to ex
amine them or make up their minds on the subject. For similar 
reasons the two Conventions adopted in 19Z9 must also be 
excluded. 

Secondly, there is also the number of states Members to be 
considered, as several of these have not bdonged to the Organisa
tion since its foundation. Joining several years later they suddenly 
found themsdves confronted with a large number of Conventions 
to which it was naturally more difficult for them to give effect 
than it was for those States which had had time to deal with 

. them from the date of their adoption. It is true that this factor 
defies arithmetical expression, but there can be no doubt as to 
its influence. 

Then there is a third factor, the rdevance of which can perhaps 
be more accurately calculated. Certain Conventions undoubtedly 
have no chance of immediate ratification in a number of States. 
Take, for example, the seven maritime Conventions. It is un
reasonable to expect their ratification by all the non-maritime 
States, or even by those States which have a seaboard, but little 
mercantile shipping. 

Many Conventions fix a minimum standard of labour con
ditions intended for countries which have already reached or 
are on the way to reaching a high level of industrial development. 
It would be against all reason to expect their immediate rati
fication by States where industry is in its infancy-for instance, 
it is highly unlikely that in the near future a country like 
Ethiopia will ratify the Hours Convention or the Unemploy
ment Convention. 

Finally, .some account must be taken of the constitutional 
, 
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position of Federal States. When in one of these States the subject
matter of a Convention comes within the competence not of the 
Federal Government but of its constituent States, the Federal 
authority may find it impossible to give its ratification. In several 
Federal States, as for instance Australia and Canada, efforts have 
been made to deal with this difficulty, which so far has been 
a great obstacle to ratification. 

The number 408 comprises only ratifications actually registered 
with the League of Nations. The procedure leading up to ratifica
tion includes, however, a number of stages each of which entails 
positive decisions by Governments or Parliaments, and as such 
may be consi<Jered as partial results. When a Government is 
empowered by Parliament to ratify a Convention the ratification 
can be considered as almost registered even although no inter
national obligation has as yet been undertaken. On October 1st, 
1930, the number of authorised ratifications was ninetl!!'D,'. 
a figure that might well be added to the number of registered 
ratifications. Consideration might even be given to ratifications 
which Governments have recommended to Parliaments, and 
which, on the same date, amounted to 144. Although it is always 
difficult to say how Parliaments will vote, past experience has 
shown that the vast majority of the ratifications recommended 
become effective in a relatively short time. 

When the above factors are taken into account it has to be 
recognised that it would be unfair to disparage the 408 registered 
ratifications by comparing them with the 1,650 possible ratifica
tions. The Chairman of the Governing Body of the International 
Labour Office, Mr. Arthur Fontaine, considers, after a most 
minute evaluation of the various factors described above, that 
the results acquired amount not to ~ 5 but to 62 per cent. of the 
total possible results.' 

1 The nQmber of authorised ratifications is shown as twenty-eight in the table of 
ratifications published with InthulrJizllll1J lAboNr In/orllllltifJII of October 6th. 19,0. 
This figure. however, includes nine ratifications considered as having been author
ised by the Parliament of the Netherlands. but which we have thought it inadvisable 
to include. Under current procedure in the Netherlands the initial parliamentary 
decision which uresuves for the Crown the right to adhere to • Convention" is 
really only a method of postponing the examination of the Convention. It merely 
implies that Parliament has no objection to future ratificatioD. and for this reason 
we have added these nine to the 1 '5 ratifications recommended . 
• cr. Mr. Arthur Fontain~'8 article in Tin Inllf'lllltiollfli LlbrJmOrgallildlioll~ 1919-1925" 
published by the Inrernational Labour Office, Geneva, 1930. 
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It is not without interest to note the distribu
tion of the ratifications over the various 
branches ofJabour legislation. 

RalifoatioM 
obtaintti for 

larh Co""enlion In the following table the Conventions are 
arranged in accordance with the number of 

ratifications obtained during the period under review, the date 
of the adoption of the Convention being shown in each case. 

Conventions Ratifoalions 
Equality of treatment as regards workmen's compensation for 

accidents (19'S) Z7 
Unemployment (1919) • Z4 
Minimum age for admission of young persons' to employment 

as trimmers or stokers (19ZI) z, 
Compulsory medical examination of children and young 

persons employed at sea (1911) , Z, 
Minimum age for admission of childrs:nto employment at 

sea (1920) • .. 
Night work of children (1919) . ZI 
Rights of association and combination of agricultutal 

workers (19ZI) • u 
Night work of women (1919) • 19 
White lead (19ZI) '9 
Workmen's compensation for occupational diseases (19'S), '9 
Minimum age for admission of children to industrial em-

ployment (1919) 18 
Weekly rest in industrial undertakings (19") • 18 
Facilities for finding employment for seamen (19'0) 17 
Unemployment indemnity in case ofloss or foundering of the 

ship (1920) 16 
Hours of work in industrial undertakings (1919) . 14 
Workmen's compensation in agriculture (19ZI) 14 
Minimum age for admission of children to employment in 

agriculture (19ZI) u 
Simplification of the inspection of emigrants on board 

ship (19.6) IZ 

Maternity (1919) • II 

Workmen's compensation for accidents (192S) II 

Seamen's articles of agreement (19.6) II 

Repatriation of seamen (19.6) • 10 
Sickn~s insurance for workers in industry and commerce 
~~ 8 
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Conventions 
Minimum wages (1928) 
Night work in bakeries (191') • 

. Ratifications 
7 , 

Sickness insumnce for agricultural workers (1917) • 
Marking of the weight on heavy packages transported by 

vessels (1919) • 
Protection of workers engaged in loading and unloading 

vessels (1919) • 
Forced or compulsory labour (1930) 
Hours of work of salaried employees (1930) 

4 

I 

I 

o 
o 

Thus, u Col;lventions have been ratified by at least 10 States, 
14 have been ratified by at least I, States and 7 by at 
least '0 States. The average is roughly I, ratifications per 
Convention. . 

At first sight this figure may not-appear very large. But if the. 
result is compared with that obtained by other Conventions of 
the same character it will be found that the comparison is dis
tinctly in favour of the International Labour Conventions. 

Let us first compare it with the results obtained before the 
War by the so· called Berne Labour Conventions. By I9U the 
Berne Convention of 1906 prohibiting the use of white phos
phorus in the match industry had been made effective in only 
six countries. By 1913 it had obtained thirteen ratifications, but 
for four of these the five years laid down for its introduction had 
not yet expired. Yet this was an extremely simple Convention 
which dealt with a clearly defined question of industrial hygiene 
in an industry of definitely secondary importance. On the other 
hand, Conventions voted by the International Labour Conference, 
of an infinitely more complex character and entamng much 
greater sacrifices, such as the Conventions concerning equality 
of treatment as regards workmen's compensation for accidents, 
the minimum age for admission of children to employment at 
sea, and night work of children, have obtained over twenty 
ratifications each. 

Consider, again, the Conventions and agreements concluded . 
under the aegis of the League of Nations. Some of these, drafted 
by technical conferences, have been ratified by States which, 
not being Members either of the League of NatioIlS or the 
International Labour Organisation, are not entitled to ratify the 
International Labour Conventions; no account should therefore 
be taken of these ratifications in making a comparison. When 
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this factor is taken into consideration it is found that the average 
number of ratifications of the ~gue of Nations Conventions 
is for all practical purposes the same as for the International 
Labour Conventions. It is true that several of the Conventions of 
the League of Nations have been ratified by over thirty States, 
whereas the most widely ratified Labour Convention-that con
cerning equality of treatment as regards workmen's compensation 
for accidents-has received on! y twenty-seven signatures. This 
fact is, however, easily explained.·In most cases the ratification 
of a Labour Convention necessitates the introduction of amend
ments in national legislation, and States frequendy hesitate when 
faced with this obligation. In the case of many of the League of 
Nations Conventions, ratification does not entail anything more 
than administrative action. It may therefore be said that the 
rate of ratification is practically the same for all post-War Con
ventions_ fact that may be considered complimentary to the 
Labour Conventions when the material obllgations which have 
to be undertaken by the ratifying States are remembered. 

A final basis of comparison is offered by a great State which 
does not belong to the International Labour Organisation-the 
United States. There is in that country an institution called the 
National Federation of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws 
which, although not very well known, has a certain analogy 
with the International Labour Conference. It meets, for instance, 
once a year, is composed of representatives of the different 
Federal States, and is empowered to take steps to standardise 
their legislation by preparing model laws for their approval. 
Like the Conference, therefore, it has the right to propose the 
introduction of legislation in Parliament. Texts drafted by it are 
treated by the legislative authorities of the Federal States in the 
same way as private Bills which Members of Parliament are 
entitled to submit to the legislature in certain countries. The 
position in .1926 as regards a number of model laws put forward 
by this body may be gathered from the following facts: a Child 
Labour Bill, drafted in 1911, had been adopted by four States; 
a Workmen's Compensation Bill of 1914 by two States; while 
a Bill of 1920 on compensation for occupational diseases had 
not been adopted by a single· State.' Thus in the United States 
during a period of fifteen years a model law on child labour 
• H~ qf liII N.liwtal C."J_ oj COM"';";..".' on U";J.,. SI." r.-, MIll 
PromJIi""qf 11JI361b AmrNtrI Milling, D_, Col",""',}./r 61b-zalb,lga6, pp. ,6-'7. 
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was approved by only four States, whereas the Conventions of 
the International Labour Conference concerning night work 
of children and the minimum age for admission of children to 
industry obtained twenty-one and eighteen ratifications respec
tively in a period of ten years; a model law on workmen's 
compensation for accidents was adopted by two States in twelve 
years, whereas the International Labour Convention on the same 
matter was ratified by eleven countries in a period of five years; 
a model law on workmen's compensation for occupational 
diseases did not receive a single signature in six years, as against 
the nineteen ratifications obtained in five years for a similar 
Convention adopted by 'the International Labour Conference. 
And yet the standardisation of the legislation of the States 
belonging to one federation, however large the federation. may 
be, should certainly meet with fewer obstacles than an attempt 
to standardise the legislation of countries politically inde
pendent of each other and separated by tariff barriers, as is 
the case with the States Members of the International Labour 
Organisation. 

A classification of the Conventions according to the field 
covered shows that the largest average number of ratifications 
falls to the Conventions concerning child labour, for which the 
average is 20 ratifications; next in order come the maritime 
Conventions (including three Conventions concerning the 
employment of children and young persons at sea), with an 
average of 17 ratifications; then come the Conventions con
cerning feInale labour, with an average of 1 j ratifications; the 
social insurance Conventions, with 14 ratifications, and the 
agricultural Conventions with an average of 13 ratifications. 
All the other Conventions, with the exception of those 
adopted in 1929 and 1930, for which there has not yet been 
sufficient time for ratification, have obtained an average of 14 
ratifications. 

It may thus be seen that it is the Conventions in which the 
humanitarian character is most obvious, namely, those for 
the protection of women and children, which head the list. 
At the same time it must be remembered that they are among 
the oldest of the Conventions and have had time on their side. 
If the Conventions are arranged according to age, then it will 
be found that the average number of ratifications obtained was 
as follows: 
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Rtuifollli.IU 
Conventions adopted '9'9-'911 ,8 

" " '92, " 
" " May '926 IZ 

" " October '9.6 '0 

" " '927 6 

" " '928 7 

The following table shows the number of 
Ritlifotlli.1U Conventions ratified by each State on October 
r.giJI".,t/f!y 1st, '930: 
,/XII SIIII, 

Ritlifollli.1U R4iifollli.ns 
Luxemburg 2, Spain u 
Bulgaria 23 FinIand IZ 

Belgium 20 Rumania IZ 

Irish Free State. 20 India II 

Yugoslavia '9 NetheJlands 11 

Estonia ,8 Czechoslovakia II 

Latvia '7 Japan 9 
Germany ,6 Chile 8 
Cuba . ,6 Denmark. 8 
France ,6 Notway . 8 
Italy . ,6 SwitzeJland 6 
Great Britain " Portugal . , 
Poland '4 Canada 4 
Greece '3 South Africa 3 
Hungary '3 Austtalia . , 
Sweden '3 China , 
Austria 11 

At the same date no Convention had been ratified by the 
following countries: Albania, the Argentine Republic, Bolivia, 
Bn.zil, Colombia, the Dominican Republic, Ethiopia, Guatemala, 

. Haiti, Honduras, Liberia, Lithuania, Nicaragua, New Zealand, 
Panama, Portugal, Peru, Persia, Salvador, Siam, Uruguay and 
Venezuela. 

The above table shows that three-fifths of the States Members 
have now ratified one or more Convention, and that sixteen 
States have ratified at least one-half of the Conventions adopted 
between 1919 and 1918. • 

The States which have ratified the largest number of Con-



RAtifoation of Convention.s 

ventions are States of average ratha than of chief industrial 
importance. This can perhaps be explained by the fact that, 
their social legislation being of recent date, they have been able 
to base it from the very outset on the Conventions, without 
having, as in the more advanced countries, to modify existing 
laws. 

Of the 33 ratifying States 2, are in Europe, and 3" ratifications 
emanate from these States, as against H from non-European 
States. Only 2 European States-Albanian and Lithuania
have no ratification to their credit. Among the non-European 
States, on the. other hand, 20 of the 28 States Membas have 
not ratified a single Convention. This may possibly be explained 
by the fact that the majority of these States have not yet attained 
a sufficiently high standard of industrial development or, that 
working conditions are entirely diffaent from those obtaining 
in Europe. It shonld, however, be noted that some of the non
European Governments which have so far failed to ratify a single 
Convention have recommended several ratifications to the 
competent authorities, the number of recommended ratifications 
being 16 in the Argentine Republic, 6 in Brazil, 26 in Colombia, 
6 in Paraguay and 28 in Uruguay. 

When considering the conclusions which can be drawn from' 
the foregoing study of the ratifications obtained ,during the 
first decade of the International Labour Organisation we may 
ask whether a true impression of the actual results can be con
veyed by quoting columns of figures. Must riot some account 
also be taken of the efforts made to overcome difficulties and 
opposition? Ratification is not merely a demonstration made 
undathe influence of an intanational environment. The decision 
to ratify is sometimes taken, long after the adoption of the Con
vention, by persons who in most cases have not themselves taken 
part in the work of the Conference. It is in no way due to that 
"Geneva atmosphere" which it is sometimes alleged favours 
concessions alien to national interests.. It is adopted in national 
surroundings, generally after long consideration and negotiations 
with the diffaent interests concerned. Often ratification of a 
Convention shows that the Government and Parliament of a 
country have given the Convention in question precedence over 
numaous national questions. Each ratification is a symbol of 
difficulties overcome and opposition vanquished. 

A figure, which merely expresses a material result, cannot 
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well convey an idea of such intangible elements. The ligure 408 
does indeed show the actual number of ratifications deposited in 
the archives of the League of Nations, but does it really and 
completely represent all the results obtained? In addition to 
material results, there are a certain number of moral tesults, 
mayhap of even greater importance, which no mere ligures can 
express. There is surely some value in the revolution in inter
national habits and customs which follows from the mere 
existence of a close network of agreements between States for 
the regulation of labour questions. Account must be taken of 
the desire for better things and the progress towards them 
which each individual ratification denotes. 

The will to carry out social reforms by an international adjust
ment of labour problems which is expressed by each ratification 
is perhaps the most important result of all, for it is a guarantee 
of fresh progress in the future. 

Finally, results are also reflected in the actua1 progress made 
in different countries as a direct or indirect consequence of the 
Conventions, and no appreciation of the work of the International 
Labour Organisation is or can be complete which does not take 
this progress into account. 



CHAPTER n 

THE EFFECTIVE RESULTS OF THE CONVENTIONS 

IN the preceding chapter an account has been given of the 
actual ratification figures. A moment's reflection will show that 
those figures cannot be accepted as an adequate expression of 
the material or effective results secured by and through the 
Conventions .. Several of the Conventions have been widely 
ratified simply because their ratification involves little or no 
change in the national law and practice; others have secured 
comparatively few ratifications because they set a standard 
which is in advance of that obtaining in most or all of the States 
Members at the time of their adoption by the Conference, but 
yet, simply by setting such a standard, are instrumental in bringing 
about an almost universal advance. Not all the widely ratified 
Conventions set a low standard, nor do all the poorly ratified 
Conventions set a high one, but experience will probably, in 
the long run, show that the real effectiveness of the respective 
Conventions is on the whole inversely rather than directly 
proportionate to the rapidity with which they are ratified by the 
States Members. 

Mter showing the ratification figures it is essential to demon
strate the effective results of the Conventions, but the reader 
must not expect a complete and concrete record. It would indeed 
be virtually impossible to express in statistics-number of workers 
affected, value of benefits secured, number of hours added to the 
workers' leisure and so forth-the concrete results of inter
national labour legislation. Figures for the various countries are 
for the most part lacking; and even if they could be obtained 
no adequate basis for co-ordinating them internationally would 
be available. 

The most that can be done is to attempt to estimate the effects 
of the Conventions on national legislation. But even here too 
much must not be expected. It is easy enough to take each 
Convention separately and to enumerate the various modifica
tions undergone by the laws of the various countries in the 
direction of the Convention's provisions subsequently to its 
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adoption by the Conference. But the argument of post hot, 'rgo 
propter hot is logically worthless. On the other hand, in order 
to decide whether, and if so to what extent, the Convention 
could reasonably"e said to have influenced the decisions of the 
national legislatures in each case, it would be necessary to conduct 
minute researches into the Press and the parliamentary documents 
of anything up to fifty or sixty different States, a long and com
plicated piece of work which the International Labour Office has 
been unable to undertake. It should therefore be realised that 
the study of the effective results of the Conventions contained 
in the following pages has a strictly limited aim-to give a very 
general outline of the results achieved in terms of nationallegisla
tion, illustrated by a few relatively striking instances, and to 
draw a few conclusions from the picture thus presented. 

The Conventions may be roughly grouped according to 
the extent of their effective results down to the time of writing 
in the following manner (the number of ratifications up to 
October 1st, 1930, being shown in brackets in each case): 

I. COIIIJ.ntions witk!J ratiji.d anti illlJollling seriollS legislativ. progr.ss. 
(a) the 19z0 and 19Z1 Muitime Conventions: trimmers and 
stokers (z3); compulsory medical examination (Z3); minimum 
age (zz); employment for seamen (17); unemployment indemnity 
(16); (b) the 19'9 Conventions for the protection of women, 
young persons and children: night work, young persons (ZI); 
night work, women (19); minimum age, industry (18); (,) the 
industrial hygiene Conventions: white lead (19); workmen's 
compensation for industrial diseases (19). 

z. COIIIJ.ntions sparse!J ratiji.d, bllt b""ing inspired <on.ritkrable 
I.gislati.. progress: hours (9 unconditional, ! conditional); 
maternity (11); night work in bakeries (!). 

3. COlIIJentions witk!J ratiji.d, bllt il/tJOllling relativ.!J sligbtleUslati .. 
progress: Draft Convention concerning equality of treatment for 
national and foreign workers as reguds workmen's compensation 
for industrial accidents (17); unemployment (z4); right of 
association of agricultutal workers (ZI); weekly rest (18). 

4. Conv.ntions poor!J ratiji,d anti blllling inspired relativ.!J slight 
I.uslativ, progress: minimum age, agriculture (11); workmen's 
compensation, agriculture (11); workmen's compensation, 
accidents (II). 

In the above summary no account has been taken of the 
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Conventions adopted by the Conference since 1 9z 1, on the 
ground that it is still too early to attempt to classify them even 
provisionally. . 

Such a classification is open to many objections. The lines 
of demarcation between the various groups are undoubtedly 
somewhat arbitrary, and the whole classification is valid only 
for a particular stage or date, seeing that, for instal:\ce, the 
situation as regards the Hours Convention may entirely change 
in the near future. Nevertheless, such as it is, it enables us to 
group the Conventions in a certain logical order, and provides 
a framework for our enquiry. 

I. CoNVENTIONS WIDELY RATIFIED AND INVOLVING SERIOUS 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS 

The results achieved by the 19Z0 and 19ZI 

Thl I920 tIIIJ I92I Maritime Conventions are a legitimate ground 
Maritim, for satisfaction. Each of them embodies a 

C.JI1J,ntiolU definite and necessary reform; and each of them 
has been both ratified and applied by a large 

number of maritime countries. 
Judged by their intent these five Conventions may be said 

to fall into two distinct groups: three Conventions each em
bodying a relatively modern reform for the protection of young 
persons employed at sea, and ratified respectively by Z3, Z3 and 
u States; and two Conventions embodying more considerable 
reforms (from the point of view at least of the legislative or 
administrative effort involved) and ratified respectively by 17 
and 16 countries. 

The Z 3 countries which have ratified the Convmtion fixing 
th, millimllm ag, for th, admission of yOllng p,rsons 10 ,11IpIOY11l,nl 
as trimmers or slo"'..,.s are Belgium, Bulgari,a, Canada, Cuba, 
Denmark, Estonia,Finland, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Greece, Hungary, India, the Irish Free State, Italy, Latvia, 
Luxemburg, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Spain, Sweden, and 
Yugoslavia. With the exception of France and Yugoslavia, 
fresh legislation had to be introduced in every maritime country 
in this list for the purpose of enforcing the prohibition prescribed 
by the Convention. Further, the Convention has been approved 
by the Netherlands .Parliament, and legislation for the purpose 
of giving full effect to its provisions is in preparation. Japane~e 
I.L.O. T 



290 The Ejfo&tivI ReJuits of thl COlIIJtl/tionJ 

legislation has already been brought into harmony with the 
Convention, and ratification is foreshadowed. 

The COlIIJention &onelrning thl &ol1lpUIJOry medi&al examination of 
&hildren and young pmonJ employed at Jea has been ratified by the 
same twenty-three countries, except that Japan and the Nether
lands take the place of Denmark and Norway. In this case also 
ratification has involved fresh legislation in every maritime 
country except France and Yugoslavia. 

In Denmark the Seamen's Act of May 1st, 192h empowers the 
Minister of Commerce to issue regulations ordering the medical 
examination of ships' crews, so that no fresh legislation is now 
required in order to permit ratification. 

Each of these two Conventions may thus be considered as 
having effected the quasi-universal adoption and enforcement 
among the maritime States Members of the Organisation of a 
new and humane standard on the subject with which it deals. 

In submitting its preliminary (blue) report to the Genoa 
Conference in 1920 on the employment of children at sea, the 
International Labour Office pointed out that "the most important 
maritime Powers have already adopted, under one form or 
another, provisions which seem to indicate that a Convention 
fixing at fourteen the age of admission of children to the sea
service will not encounter very numerous difficulties. It would 
be sufficient, generally speaking, to make comparatively slight 
modifications in existing legislation in order to establish the 
international rule." In fact, the provisions inserted in the Con
vention fixing the minimum age for admiuion of ,hildren to employment 
at Jla were probably to a large extent already observed in a 
considerable number of countries. Such observance was, however, 
more generally based on custom or on the operation of school 
attendance laws than on legislation specifically adopted for the 
purpose, and was, therefore, of a somewhat precarious nature. 
The tWenty-two countries which have ratified the Convention are: 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cuba, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, the Irish Free State, 
Japan, Latvia, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Rumania, Spain, Sweden and Yugoslavia. In order to make 
ratification completely effective, fresh legislation was passed in 
Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Great 
Britain (then including the Irish Free State), Greece, Japan, 
Latvia, the Netherlands, Norway, Rumania, Spain, Sweden and 
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Yugoslavia-seventeen countries, including most of the more 
important maritime States. It may further be noted that in Italy 
the Legislative Decree of May 19th, 1914, has raised the minimum 
age for the admission of children to employment at sea from 
ten to fourteen years. Ratification of the Convention by Italy 
may therefore be confidently expected at an early date. 

The COl11Jmtion colI&erning lIII,mpPtYmmt indemnity in th, (as, of 
loss or fOll1lderilfg oj th, ship, under the terms of which II seaman 
is entitled, in case of unemployment due to the loss or foundering 
of his ship, to an indemnity at the rate of his agreed wages for 
the duration of his unemployment (up to a maximum period of 
two months), represents a considerable advance on the leglslation 
of any State Member at the time that the Convention was adopted 
at Genoa in 1910, when in most, if not all, countries a seaman 
lost all further claim to wages in case of shipwreck. The fact that 
the Convention has now been ratified by sixteen countries 
(Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Cuba, Estonia, France, Germany, 
Great Britain, Greece, the Irish Free State, Italy, Latvia, Luxem
burg, Poland, Spain and Yugoslavia) and that fresh legislation 
on the lines of the Convention has been adopted in all the 
maritime countries which have ratified it, shows what progress 
has been made through the Convention. 

The results of the Convention in the four northern countries, 
which have not yet ratified it, deserve special note. Conditions 
of work at sea are determined by more or less identical Acts 
adopted in Denmark in 19130 in Finland in -:1914, in Norway in 
1913, and in Sweden in 1913, after mutual consultation. Each of 
these Acts contains a clause covering a national seaman's rights 
in case of shipwreck. The provisions in question may be sum
marised as follows: 

DII/mark, in case of shipWleck abroad, free passage with 
maintenance to the seaman's domicile in Denmark, with wages 
during the voyage home up to a maximum limit of two months' 
wages for a mate or engineer, or one month's wages for a member 
of the ordinary crew. 

Fi"Iatui, in case of shipwreck in Finnish territorial waters, 
wages for the period of the agreement up to a maximum of a 
formight; in case of shipwreck abroad, free passage with main
tenance to the seaman's domicile in Finland, with wages durinJl: 
the voyage home. 
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No"",!),: as for Denmark, but with a uniform maximum limit 
of two month,jl' wages for all seamen. 

S""tU,,: as for Denmark and Norway, but with no maximum 
limit as to wages during the voyage home. 

The extension of these provisions to cover foreign seamen, 
subject to reciprocity, is also prescribed in each Act. 

There would appear to be no doubt as to the part played by 
the Convention in securing the adoption of the above provisions. 
It is interesting to note that in Norway the Judicial Committee 
reporting on the new Seamen's Bill in 1922 recommended that 
the provisions of section 9 1 of the existing Maritime Code 
(under which a seaman's cIainIs in respect of wages and main
tenance ceased immediately in case of shipwreck) should be 
maintained until it had been seen whether other maritinIe States 
would· ratify the Draft Convention. Notwithstanding this recom
mendation, the clause summarised above was inserted in the 
Act as finally passed. The introductory memorandum to the 
Finnish Bill states that the competent Committee had not found 
it expedient to incorporate in the Bill the full provisions of the 
Convention, but that "they recognised the inadequacy of the 
existing law, under which seamen receive wages for a period 
corresponding to the ordinary period of notice for the cancellation 

. of contracts, provided that it may not exceed fourteen days in 
the case of shipwreck on the high seas." The Committee therefore 
proposed that provisions sinIilar to those of the Swedish Act 
should be inserted in the Bill. 

Further, in the Netherlands the Government has recommended 
the ratification of the Convention, and the necessary legislation 
for the amendment of the Code is in preparation. 

It would, in short, be difficult to find a clearer case of the 
effects of an International Convention in inIproving working 
conditions already regulated by national legislation. 

The object of the COlJllmtiDII for ,slablisbi"g fatilitiu for ftmiing 
empl'!Jmml for seamm is to abolish the carrying on of the business 
of placing seamen in employment for pecuniary gain, and to 
substitute public employment agencies under joint supervision. 
The inIportance of this reform needs no emphasis. 

The seventeen countries which have ratified the Convention 
are the following: Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cuba, Estonia, 
Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Luxem-
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burg, Norway, Poland, Sweden and Yugoslavia. The direct 
elfects of the Convention are easily traceable in most of these 
countries. Thus, in Belgium, while the practice was already 
largely in conformity with the. Convention, ratification has 
involved the insertion of several sections in the Act of June j th, 
J9~8, concerning seamen's articles of agreement, with a view 
to giving full legal sanction to the Convention's provisions, and 
also the institution, under a Royal Order of January ~oth, J9~6, 
of a system of joint supervision of employment-finding for 
seamen. In Bulgaria special clauses were inserted in the Act of 
April nth, J9~j, relating to employment and unemployment 
insurance, with a view' to giving effect to the Convention. The 
Act abolishes the business of finding employment for profit, 
and contains special provisions concerning the finding of employ
ment for seamen. In Estonia provisions in accordance with the 
Convention have been inserted in the Seamen's Institute Act. 
of January 31st, J9~8, and the Seamen's Act of March und, J9~8. 
In Finland, ratification bas been followed by measures for the 
extension of the system of public employment offices for seamen 
and by the institution of a system of joint supervision. In France, 
the charging of fees for finding employment for seamen has 
been prohibited by the Act of December 13th, 19~6, while 
employment exchanges for seamen under joint supervision are 
organised by a Decree of January ~9th, J9~8. In Gertnany, the 
charging of fees for the finding of employment has been pro
hibited as from the beginning of 193 I by the Act of July J6th, 
19~7, while the Act of July und, J9U, lays doWn that "the 
institution of seamen's employment exchanges shall be regulated 
in accordance with the Convention concluded at Genoa." In 
Greece, the provisions of the Convention have been incorporated 
as they stand in national law. In Italy, the charging of fees· has 
been prohibited by the Decree of May ~6th, 19~ j, which regulates 
the finding of employment for seamen on a public basis, with 

. joint advisory committees. In Japan, a special Act has been 
passed and Orders have been issued with the object of giving 
elfect to the Convention. In Latvia, the finding of employment 
for pecuniary gain bas been prohibited, and a system of public 
employment exc}l.anges has been set up by the Order of February 
3rd, J9~7, concerning the placing of seamen in employment. 
In Norway, private employment agencies have been abolished 
by an Act of June J4th, J9~9. In Sweden, the Government states 
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that "as a result of various circumstances, including the adoption 
of the present Convention, the Swedish Government endeavoured 
in 19ZZ with considerable success to transfer the business of 
finding employment from private agencies to the public employ
ment exchanges." 

In the Netherlands, ratification has been approved by Parlia
ment, and legislation for giving effect to the Convention's 
provisions is..in preparation. 

It is of interest to note that in 19z4 steps were taken by the 
Japanese Seamen's Union to set in motion in connection with 
this Convention the procedure laid down in Article 409 of the 
Treaty of Versailles for the lodging of a complaint with the 
Governing Body of the International Labour Office concerning 
the application of a Convention by a· particular Government. 
The Union complained that, notwithstanding Japan's. ratification 
of the Convention, the activities of the private fee-charging 
agencies (or crimps) were continuing on a considerable scale. 
As the Government explicidy allows the temporary maintenance 
of such agencies, and lays down no precise time limit within 
which they must be abolished, the Governing Body was obliged 
to conclude that no case had been made out for carrying the 
matter further. Nevertheless, it is noteworthy that since 19Z4 
.rapid progress has been made in Japan. In 19z6 a Joint Maritime 
Committee (constituted by representatives of the shipowners 
and seamen) was set up, and this body has since been maintaining 
free agencies in the principal Japanese ports. At the end of 19z8 
there were only twenty-eight persons still holding permits to 
carry on fee-charging agencies for seamen. 

Tin I9I9 
C.I/II,/ltiOtlS for 
tin Proh,ti." of 
W.III"" YOlIIJg 

Pers.tIS and 
Cbiltlnn 

This group of Conventions (with the exception 
of the Maternity Convention discussed below) 
is closeli comparable with the Maritime 
Conventions. Each embodies a relatively 
modest but definite measure of social protec
tion, and each has led to modifications in the 
national law of a considerable number of 
countries. 

The COlIIJentio/l jixi/lg tin age /ill/it for /light worle at eighteen has 
now been ratified by the following twenty-one countries: Austria, 
Belgium, Bulgaria, Chile, Cuba, Denmark, Estonia, France, Great 
Britain, Greece, Hungary, India, the Irish Free State, Italy, Latvia, 
Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Poland, Rumania, SwitzerIand and 
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Yugoslavia. Even before the adoption of the Convention, an 
eighteen-year limit was already in force in Austria, Bulgaria,. 
Denmark, France, Great Britain, Norway, Sweden and Switzer
land. Among these countries those which subsequently ratified 
the Convention have, however, had to extend the scope of their 
legislation in one direction or another, particularly as regards the 
industries covered. In the other countries the legislative progress 
has, a fortiori, been in most cases still more considerable. The 
Irish Free State has ratified on the basis of the same legislation 
as Great Britain. For India the Convention makes special provi
sion, the term "industrial undertaking" being defined as including 
ouly "factories" as defined in the Indian Factory Act, and the 
age limit for male workers being reduced to fourteen years. 

In a number of other States which have not yet ratified the 
Convention, substantial progress has also been made· during 
the last ten years. In the Argentine Republic, the Act of September 
,rd, 1924, prohibits night work for young persons under eighteen. 
In Western Australia, the Factories and Shops Act, 1920, raises 
the age limit for night work from fourteen to sixteen years. 
In Bolivia a Decree issued on October 2nd, 1929, prohibits 
night work for young persons under sixteen. In Brazil, the 
Minors' Code of 1926-1927 fixes eighteen years as the minimum 
age for night work. In several Canadian Provinces, the law on 
the subject has been made stricter. In China, regulations issued 
by the Pekin Government on October 21st, 1927, prohibit 
night work for children, and other Chinese. Governments have 
taken similar measures. In Colombia, an Act of November 29th, 
1924, prohibits the employment in collieries at night of children 
under fourteen years old. In Ecuador, an Act of October 6th, 
1928, prohibits night work for children under sixteen. In Finland, 
an Act passed in July 1929 prohibits night work for young persons 
under eighteen. In Guatemala, the Labour Act of April 30th, 1926, 
contains a similar prohibition. In Japan, the night work of young 
persons under sixteen is now prohibited by the 192' Factory 
Act, as amended on March 27th, 1929. In Portugal, the 
Decree of October 29th, 1927, prohibits night work for young 
persons under eighteen, as does the Venezuelan Labour Act of 
July 23th, 1928. 

Finally, it may be noted that legislation is in preparation in 
Czechoslovakia and Germany on the lines of the Convention, 
while in Panama a Draft Labour Code submitted to the National 
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Assembly in 1926 prohibits night work for young persons under 
eighteen. 

Thus it may justly be claimed that in the course of ten years 
the Convention has come very near to establishing an effective 
and quasi-universal rule against the night work of young persons. 

The Convention tom:erning fh, minimum ag, for admission of thi/drlll 
to ,mplqym,nt in industry fixes fourteen years as an age limit. This 
standard had already been attained in nine' States Members 
when the Convention was adopted by the Conference, while in 
two other countries Bills were already before the legislatures 
. for raising the age to fourteen. The Convention may therefore 
justly be regarded as a particularly moderate reform, and the 
number of States by which it has so far been ratified-eighteen, . 
including eight of the nine States referred to above, where 
legislation was already in harmony with the Convention-may 
be thought unduly low. It should, however, be borne in mind 
that the full application of the Convention would in many cases 
imply the raising of the school-leaving age-a reform which 
requires careful preparation. This fact has so far hindered a 
certain number of States from ratifying. Further, it is a significant 
fact that the number of States Members whose laws prescribe 
a minimum age of less than fourteen years for the employment 
of children in factories and mines is now extremely small-

. perhaps half-a-dozen---illld that in nearly all countries the raising 
of the minimum age to the Convention standard is the subject 
of proposed legislation. It can hardly be doubted that the Con
vention is largely responsible for this gratifying progress. 

The countries which already had a fourteen-year standard 
before the Washington Conference, and which have subsequently 
ratified the Washington Convention, are Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Derimark, Great Britain, Greece, Switzerland 
and Yugoslavia. In each of these countries some extension of the 
previously existing national law was necessary-particularly in 
regard to its scope--in order to permit ratification. The Irish 
Free State, which has become an individual State Member since 
1923, has, as in the case of the Night Work Convention, ratified 
on the basis of the same legislation as Great Britain. In the remain
ing countries which have ratified (Chile, Cuba, Estonia, Japan, 
Latvia, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, Poland and Rumania) a 
raising of standards has, afortion, taken place since 19r9. 

! Ten, if the Irish F ... StilI<: be included. 
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In certain other countries which have not yet ratified the 
Convention, progress along the lines of the Convention's pro
visions is known to have been made. Thus, in Argentina, the 
age for admission to industrial work was twelve years until 
19z4, and a lower limit was allowed in the case of children whose 
work was necessary for the support of their families. In 19z4 an 
Act was passed raising the age to fourteen, and permitting no 
exceptions in the case of industrial employment. In Brazil, at 
the time of the Washington Convention, there was no regulation 
except in the province of Sao Paulo, where a general limit of 
twelve years was in force. The Minors' Code of 1927, which 
applies throughout thf; Republic, forbids the employment of 
children under fourteen in industry unless they have been 
granted a certificate of primary education, in which case the 
age limit is reduced to twelve. In India, again, the age limit for 
factories was nine, while there was no absolute limit for mines. 
In 19H the age limit for factories was raised to twelve, and in 
19z3 the employment of any child undtr thirteen in a mine:
above or below ground-was prohibited. • 

The COl1lJention fonmmng employment of women dnring the night 
is substantially identical with the Berne Convention of 1906, 
except that the exemption of undertakings employing ten or less 
workers is omitted. The Berne Convention has been ratified by 
Austria, Belgium, the British Empire (including New Zealand 
and a number of colonial territories), France (including Algeria 
and Tunis), Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, Portugal, Spain, 
Sweden and Switzerland. The Conver.tion adopted by the 
International Labour Organisation has now been ratified by the 
following nineteen States: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Cuba, 
Czecboslovakia, Estonia, France, Great Britain, Greece, Hungary, 
India, the Irish Free State, Italy, Luxemburg, the Netherlands, 
Rumania, South Mrica, Switzerland and Yugoslavia. This list, 
it will be noted, includes eleven countries which had not previously 
adhered to the Berne Convention. Fresh legislation has been 
necessary in order to permit ratification in the following countries : 
Belgium, Estonia, France, Great Britain (including the Irish 
Free State), Greece, Hungary, Italy, the Netherlands, Rumania, 
Switzerland and Yugoslavia. 

It is further to be noted that since 1919 legislation prohibiting 
the night work of women, either generally or in certain under
takings, has been passed in the following States: Argentina, 
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Australia (South Australia, New South Wales, Western Australia 
and Queensland), Bolivia, Canada (British Columbia, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan), China, Ecuador, Japan, Poland, Portugal, 
Salvador, Spain and Venezuela. 

The case of Japan is of particular interest. This country has 
not ratified either the Berne or the Washington Conventions; 
but in 19 II a Factory Act was enacted, one clause of which 
prescribed that "no women . . . shall be employed between the 
hours of 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. in a factory." The preamble to the 
Bill contained the following reference to the Berne Convention: 
"At the International Conferences for the protection of labour 
(Berne, 1901, 1901, 1906) it was agreed to regulate the night work 
of women and children by means of an agreement which has 
been signed by nearly every European !?ower. Quite apart from 
the question as to whether Japan is to sign this agreement 
hereafter or not, it cannot be denied that sooner or later the 
restriction or prohibition of night wnrk will be necessary." 
The application of the night work clause in the Act was delayed 
for eighteen years, and the clause finally came into force only 
on July 1st, 1929. The occasion was regarded throughout Japan 
as one of great significance, and was celebrated in various ways. 
The Acting-Chief of the Labour Division of the Bureau of Social 
Affairs broadcast a message emphasising the importance of the 
prohibition of night work; the Chairman of the Board of Directors 
of the Japanese Cotton Spinners' Association published a 
deeIaration welcoming the reform; and handbills were dis
tributed and a public meeting organised in Tokyo by the 
Commission on Women's Labour Problems of the Japanese 
Association for the International Labour Organisation. The 
Industrial Association of the Okayama Prefecture decided to 
celebrate July 1st in future years as "Health Day," and this 
example has been followed in a number of other Prefectures. 
There is abundant reason for believing that the adoption· of the 
Washington Convention in 1919 hastened the effective applica
tion of the prohibition of night work in Japan. 

The effective results of the CO""."tioll &Dllnmillg 
The lntltnlritd the Itf, of whilr l,fIIl ill ptzilltillg fall very far 

IfIgim, 
C._lions 

short, as regards completeness, of those 
obtained by the other Conventions so far 
considered. In a considerable number of 

countries which have ratified it the legislative progte5s involved 
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has been relatively slight, or the use of lead paints is in any 
case so small as not to constitute a problem of first-class im
portance. The Convention has, however, been ratified by the 
following nineteen countries: Australia, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, 
Hungary (conditionally upon ratification by certain other coun
tries), Latvia, Luxemburg, Norway, Poland, Rumania, Spain, 
Sweden and Yugoslavia. Fresh legislation or regulations 
have been, or will be, necessary in all of these countries except 
Greece and Yugoslavia. Prior to the adoption of measures fot 
the purpose of ratifying the Convention the use of lead paints 
was, so far as is known; entirely unregulated in Bulgaria, Chile, 
Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Luxemburg, Norway, Rumania, Spain 
and Sweden. 

In Belgium, ratification of the Convention has involved' 
introducing for the first time the prohibition of the use oHead 
paints in interior painting and of the employment of women 
and young persons in painting-work involving the use of such 
paints. In France, ratification has involved the extension of the 
measures previously in force to cover paints with a basis of 
sulphate of lead and has entailed the publication of a Decree 
prohibiting the employment of women and young persons in 
industrial-painting work in which lead paints are used. 

In certain other countries, which have not yet ratified it, 
the Convention has also led directly to important progress. 
Thus, in Great Britain, after prolonged controversy centring 
round the Convention, the Lead Paint (Protection against 
Poisoning) Act, 19z6, was passed. This Act, and the Orders 
issued under it, give substantial effect to the provisions of the 
Convention, except that the use of lead paints for interior 
painting is regulated, not prohibited. In Switzerland, again, 
the question of white lead is (mainly, it would appear, in con
nection with the Convention) still under discussion, and a 
general report is to be submitted to the Federal Parliament 
before the end of 193 I. Meanwhile, it has been decided to make 
all painting establishments compulsorily insurable against acci
dents so as to bting them diiectly under the supervision of the 
Swiss National Insurance Fund. 

It is not difficult.to account for the relative ease and rapidity 
with which the Conventions in the above three groups have 
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borne fruit in national legislation. The shipping industry is by 
its very nature international, and from the beginnings of history 
conditions in the industry have been regulated by codes of an 
international character. AI; regards the other two groups,. the 
questions involved are of the same nature (white phosphorus, 
night work of women and young persons) as those discussed in 
pre-War days by the Berne Conferences. 

The conscience of most civilised communities had been 
struck by the dangers arising from international competition 
which, in the interests of cheap production, exploited the 
defenceless and undermined the health of the workers. In this 
direction the path to further social conquest had been opened 
up before the War. The International Labour Organisation 
enthusiastically seized the opportunity with the means at its 
disposal, and positive results have not been long delayed. 

II. CoNVENTIONS SPARSELY RATIFIED, BUT HAVING- INSPIRED 

CoNSIDERABLE LEGISLATIVE PROGRESS 

The assertion that the Washington Hours 
W tUhjnglDfl Convention has exercised a positive influence 

HOIIN Convention will hardly be contested by anyone who 
has followed the evolution of the question 

.of hours of work in the various countries since 1919. At 
the same time it is not easy to assess the exact extent of that 
influence. Mter the end of the War a world-wide movement in 
the direction of the eight-hour day began. One of the first steps 
of the provisional or revolutionary Governments in most of 
the newly established countries was to introduce, by law or 
decree, the eight-hour day and forty-eight-hour week. At 
Versailles, the High Contracting Parties incoIporated in the 
Treaty of Peace a clause to the e1fect that among the most urgent 
and important methods and principles for regulating labour 
conditions which all industrial communities should endeavour 
to apply was "the adoption of an eight-hour day or a forty-eight
hour week as the standard to be aimed at where it had not 
alxeady been attained." They also decided to place on the agenda 
of the Washington Conference the "application of the principles 
of the eight-hour day or of the forty-eight-hour week." The 
Hours Convention thus consolidated, in the form of a solemn 
international agreement containing a number of detailed pro-
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visions applicable to industrial undertakings, a· principle which 
had already won general approval and which was already inspiring 
a powerful world-wide movement. 

Since 1919 this movement has so spread that in the great 
majority of Srates Members of the International Labour'Organisa
tion the bulk of the industrial workers enjoy, in virtue ,either of 
legislation or of collective agreements, a maximum working 
week not exceeding forty-eight hours. Moreover, the· advance 
has, in all but a few cases, been maintained; there have been 
few instances of serious regression in respect of hours. 

We have only to look back through the past decade with its 
periodical Press campaigns around the question of the eight-hour 
day, or to peruse the records of parliamentary debates where the 
same problem was discussed as much in countries which have 
not ratified the Washington Convention as in those' which 
have, in order to comprehend the important part played by the 
provisions of the Convention in all these controversies, and the 
extreme care raken, even by Governments which repudiated all 
possibility of immediate ratification, to avoid any unnecessary 
departure from the Convention and, in some cases, to give a 
transitional character to exemptions deemed necessary at the 
moment. Would, it may be asked, the position of those who 
through the vicissitudes of the last ten years have striven for 
the maintenance or the extension of the eight-hour day have 
been so strong had they been unable to rally round a common 
and definite plan or to make use of the means put at their disposal 
by the moral undertaking embodied in the Washington Conference 
decisions? 

The Convention has been ratified unconditionally by nine 
countries: Belgium, Bulgaria, Chile, uechoslovakia, Greece, 
India, Luxemburg, Portugal and Rumania. In Bulgaria, uecha
slovakia, Luxemburg and Portugal, ratification took place on 
the basis of legislation enacted before the Washington Con
ference, though in uechoslovakia the Convention strengthens 
the previously existing legislation by requiring payment for 
overtime at the rate of not less than time-and-a-quarter (the 
national law simply specifies that overtime shall be "specially 
remunerated"). 

In most of the remaining countries which have ratified the 
Convention unconditionally, not only was the legislation, in 
virtue of which the Convention's provisions are applied, intra-
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duced for the specific purpose of permitting ratification, but it 
was also the first legislation to be enacted limiting the hours of 
work of adult workers. This is true of Belgium, Chile, Greece 
and Rumania. In India, the maximum working hours previously 
allowed under the Indian Factories Act, 191i, were eleven hours 
per day for all women workers, and twelve hours for male 
workers in textile factories. Ratification of the Convention has 
involved legislation introducing a maximum sixty-hour week in 
factories, mines and certain classes of railway work. 

The direct influence of the Convention (or-what amounts 
to the same thing-of the approval in Part XIII of the Peace 
Treaty of the eight-hour day or forty-eight-hour week) can be 
traced in a number of other countries. 

In France, hours of work are regulated by the Act of April 
23rd, 1919. When this Act was first submitted to the French 
Parliament it was accompanied by an explanatory statement 
pointing out that the object of the projected legislation was to 
incorporate the principles laid down by the Commission on 
International Labour Legislation of the Peace Conference. 
The Act is on substantially the same lines as the Convention. 
In a report submitted to the Senate on March 17th, 1926, on 
behalf of the Finance Committee, Mr. L. Pasquer, Senator, 
gave the following information on the application of the Act: 
"During the seven -years that it has been in force, the Act 
has been applied to about five million workers in industry and 
commerce who could be covered by the Act, not including the 
mining industry and employment at sea, which are dealt with 
by special Acts. Forty-five public administrative regulations han 
been issued,' bringing most industries and very many branches 
of commerce under the operation of the Act." The Convention 
was ratified by France on lune 2nd 1927, ratification to take 
effect as soon as the Convention is ratified by Germany and 
Great Britain. Such legislative changes as are necessary to bring 
the Act entirely into harmony with the Convention (particularly 
in regard to the statutory payment for overtime) are to be 
introduced as soon as the conditions for making ratification 
effective are realised. 

In-Italy, the Royal Decree of March I,th, 19"3, introduced 
the legal eight-hour day and forty~ight-hour week. In the 
following year the Convention was ratified conditionally upon 

I The number is now vety much larger. 
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ratification by Belgium, France, Germany, Great Britain and 
Switzerland. On March 7th, 1930, the Minister of Corporations, 
Mr. Bottai, laid before the Senate a Bill concerning hours of work 
in industrial undertakings, the object of which is to secure full 
application of the provisions of the Convention and permit the 
Government to abandon the conditions previously attached to 
its ratification. 

In the case of Japan, Article 9 of the Convention provides 
specially for a fifty-seven-hour weekly limit (sixty hours in the 
raw silk industry) for adults working ,above ground, and a 
maximum forty-eight-hour week for underground workers. 
The Gove=ent has' declared its inability to recommend 
,ratification of the Convention owing to the post-War business 
depression followed by the earthquake. Neverthel"'!s. the 
Factories Act of March 29th, 1923, reduced the maximum 
hours of work for women and young persons under si1[teen 
'years of age from twelve to eleven per day, including a break 
of at least one hour (subject to certain exceptions). Figures 
published by the Statistical Bureau of the Cabinet show that, in 
the factories covered by the Factories Act, hours of work are 
generally within the limits laid down by the Convention. Further, 
regulations for mines issued in September 1928, which came into 
force at the beginning of 1930, limit the hours of work of adult 
male underground workers to ten per day, no limit having been 
previously imposed in the case of such workers. 

In the Argentine Republic, an eight-hour~Qay Bill (in general 
harmony with the Convention, and going further than the 
'tonvention in some respects) was adopted by the Chamber of 
Deputies on September 19th, 1928, and by the Senate on August 
29th, 1929. On the latter occasion Mr. Serrey, Chairman of the 
Committee responsible for presenting the Bill, observed that 
"the Washington Conference, at which the Argentine Republic 
was represented, was called on to determL__ the methods of 

'regulating hours of work in industry. As the Committee of the 
Chamber of Deputies has approved the Convention adopted 
at that Conference, it is hoped that ratification will follow." 
The Act came into force on March uth, 1930. 

On the North American continent also the Convention has 
produced satisfactory effects. In the Canadian province of British 
Columbia the Hours of Work Act, 1923 (which came into force 
on January 1st, 1925), embodies the provisions of the Convention 
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and to a large extent reproduces them textually. In the neigh
bouring province of Alberta the Factories Act, 1926. prescribes 
maximum working hours (nine per day and fifty-four per week) 
and also provides for the appointment of a commission "to 
consider the questions involved in the establishment of a forty
eight-hour working week." 

In addition to the above cases, where the direct influence of 
the Convention is particularly plain, an eight-hour day and/or 
a forty-eight-hour week has been introduced by law since the 
Washington Conference in the following countries: Bolivia (for 
salaried employees in industry and commerce), Guatemala, 
Honduras (under the Political Constitution of September 10th, 
1924). Latvia (which on August 15th, 1925, ratified the Conven
tion conditionally upon ratification by three of the States of chief 
industrial importance within the meaning of Article 393 of 
the Treaty of Versailles), Lithuania, the Netherlands, Poland, 
Sweden and Yugoslavia. . 

Further, any estimate of the influence of the Convention 
would be incomplete without a mention of the part that it has 
played in .certain countries where no legislation has as yet been 
passed for the purpose of bringing its provisions into force. 
In Germany, where the eight-hour day was introduced by the 
Order of November %3rd, 191B, the critical economic situation 
in 1913 induced the Government to issue a fresh Order allowing 
substantial exceptions. Since that time the supporters of the 
eight-hour day have made the Washington Convention the 
corner-stone of their policy. In 19%7 they succeeded in securing 
the passing of an Emergency Act for the purpose of reducing 
the extent of the exceptions allowed under the 1923 Order. 
They have also. succeeded in having inserted in the Labour 
Protection Bill now !¥fore the Reichstag clauses which, in the 
opinion of successive Governments, will permit the ratification 
of the Convention. 

In Great Britain, also, the Convention has stood in the fore
ground of political life ever since its adoption. The last Govern
ment (Conservative) was prepared to recommend ratificatio4 
if the Convention could be revised in such a way as explicidy to 
permit certain British practices and to dissipate certain ambi
guities. The present Government (Labour) is prepared to recom
mend ratification without such revision, and has introduced a 
Bill for the purpose of permitting ratification to take place. 
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In the meanwhile it would probably be no exaggeration to say 
that, despite the difficult economic circumstaiIces of the last few 
years, almost every attempt to prolong working hours beyond 
the limits permitted by the Convention has been held in check 
by the general desire to leave the way open for ratification. 

Finally, in Switzerland, where the Factory Act was amendl'li 
in 1919 so as to reduce the maximum working week in factories 
to forty-eight hours, Parliament decided in 19ZZ once more to 
amend the Act so as to increase the maximum to fifty-four. The 
amending Act was, however, opposed by the trade unions, and 
on being submitted to a referendum was rejected. The Convention 
was undoubtedly instrumental in bringing about this result. 

Thus, both· by stimulating progress and by stiffening resistance 
to regression the Hours Convet!tion has already exercised a 
most powerful influence in a great number of countries, aespite 
the fact that the hesitation of the chief industrial Power.s of 
Europe to ratify it effectively has prevented it from yielding its 
full results. Whether the situation in this respect will be modified 
in the immediate future depends on the fate of the Bills at present 
before the German Reichstag and the British Parliament. 

The Maternity 
Convelltion 

This Convention has been ratified by a 
relatively small number of countries (eleven). 
When it is borne in mind that the provisions 
of the Convention go considerably beyond the 

protection afforded to women workers before and after child
birth in any of the States Members before 1919, the paucity of 
the ratifications cannot be considered surprising. On the other 
hand, few Conventions have resulted in a greater or more general 
raising of national standards, as expressed in legislation. 

The Convention, it may be recalled, provides that any woman 
employed in an industrial or commercial undertaking (a) shall 
not be permitted to work during the six weeks following her 
confinement, (b) shall have the right to leave her work if she 
produces a medical certificate stating that her confinement will 
probably take place within six weeks, (G) shall be entitled to 
maintenance and medical benefit, provided out of public funds 
or by means of a system of insurance, during the twelve weeks 
of her absence from work, (tI) shall, if nursing her child, be 
allowed half-an-hour twice a day during working hours for this 
purpose, and (e) shall be protected against dismissal during the 
twelve weeks of her absence from work, or for a longer period, 
~~L U 
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to be £Xed by the national authorities, in case of illness arising 
out of her pregnancy or confinement. 

What actually was the position before the adoption of the 
Convention? For information on this matter let us turn to the 
report prepared by the Organising Committee for the Washing
ton Conference. According to that document a cempulsory rest 
period at childbirth was prescribed in twenty-nine States or 
Provinces. In only one of those countries-South Africa-was 
the period as long as twelve weeks (four before and eight after). 
After confinement a rest period of thirty days or less was allowed 
in fourteen countries and one of five weeks or more in fifteen 
countries. In the two countries where a rest period of six weeks 
was allowed that period might be reduced to four weeks on 
production of a medical certificate; and the shorter rest periods 
allowed in other countries might in many cases be reduced on 
the same condition. A rest period of four weeks or less (com
pulsory in only one case) before confinement was prescribed in 
some half-dozen States. Twelve States had a system of benefits 
or grants to cover the legal period of exclusion from work. 
In six States the law expressly required that a woman's place 
should be kept open for her during her absence; and in a similar 
number of States a nursing mother was legally entitled to time 
olf during working hours in order to feed her infant. 

The present position, as shown by the information at the 
Office's disposal, is that legislation (not necessarily identical in 
scope with the Convention) for the protection of women workers 
at confinement has been enacted in forty-three States Members 
of the Organisation.' The period of rest after confinement is at 
least six weeks in the following twenty-three States: Argentina, 
Austria, Bulgaria, Canada (British Columbia), Czechoslovakia, 
Finland (commercial employees), France, Hungary, Japan (four 
weeks in certain cases), Latvia, Lithuania, Luxemburg, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Peru, Poland, Rumania, South Africa, 
Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Western Australia and Yugoslavia. 
The rest period after confinement is five weeks in Guatemala 
and four weeks or slightly less in Australia (New South Wales), 
Belgium, Brazil, China, Denmark, Greece, India (Bombay), 
the Irish Free State, Italy, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal and 

I Such legislation is also known to have been enacted in Ecuador. Twkcy, the 
Soviet Uniqn and six States of the Americaa Union. 
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Salvador (commercial employees). A voluntary, or in some 
cases compulsory, rest period of not less than six weeks before 
confinement is prescribed in seventeen States: Argentina, 
Australia (Western Australia), Austria (commercial employees), 
Bulgaria, Canada (British Columbia), Chile, Czechoslovakia, 
France, Germany, Hungary, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, 
Rumania, Salvador (commercial employees), Spain and Yugo
slavia. A four weeks' rest period is allowed in Brazil, China, 
Greece, Guatemala, Italy, Japan, Latvia, Norway and South 
Mrica; three weeks are allowed in Bombay and Peru, two weeks 
in Sweden and from two to six weeks in Lithuania. In twenty 
States a wo~an's employment must be kept open for her during 
her legal rest period; and in twenty-six States nursing mothers must 
be allowed time off during working hours to feed their i¢ants. 

As regards the essential question of benefits or allowances 
during the legal rest period, the progress has been perhaps· even 
more striking. In nineteen States maternity benefits are granted 
under a system of social insur'fllce. In Denmark, New Zealand, 
Sweden and Switzerland, benefits are provided under a voluntary 
insurance system. In Italy and Spain, systems of maternity 
insurance have been set up. In Australia, Brazil and South 
Mrica, grants are made out of public funds. The rate at which 
such benefits or allowances are usually paid has also considerably 
increased-in certain countries the full basic wage is paid. • 

The Convention has actually been ratified by the following 
eleven countries: Bulgaria, Chile, Cuba, --Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Latvia, Luxemburg, Rumania, Spain and Yugoslavia. 
In each of these countries, ratification has involved, or is involving, 
important improvements in the national law. 

N;ght W.,.A: 
in Bahries 

The results of this Convention have, it must 
be admitted, been disappointing in certain 
respects. At the same time they are by no 
means insignificant. 

A large number of countries possess legislation on the subject, 
but only five have so far found it possible to ratify. Of these five 
only Finland already possessed a law (dating from 1908) pro
hibiting night work in bakeries; in order to be able to ratify, how
ever, the Finnish Parliament had to pass a new Act so as to extend 
the existing prohibition to cover baking by machinery: The four 
remaining countries-Bulgaria, Cuba, Estonia and Luxemburg-
have had to adopt entirely fresh legislation in order to ratify. . 
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Certain results can also be atttibuted to the influence of the 
Convention in other countries. Thus, in 19' S (i.e. after the first 
reading of the Convention) an Act was passed in Latvia which, 
according to a statement made by the Latvian Government 
delegate at the following Session of the Conference, regulated 
the problem of night work in bakeries "in the fullest accordance 
with the aspirations expressed by the Sixth Session of the Inter
national Labour Conference." In Portugal, a Decree intended by 
the Government as a move towards ratification, and dated 
May 17th, 19'9, prohibits night work in Lisbon bakeries. In 
Switzerland, the Federal Parliament decided against ratification, 
but at the same time requested the Federal Council to prepare 
a-Bill regulating night work in bakeries so as to ensure a nightly 
rest from 8 p.m. to 4 a.m. Finally, it may be noted that in the 
Argentine Republic an Act which came into force on September 
9th, 19.6, prohibits night work in bakeries, a certain latitude 
being allowed to undertakings where bread is made by machinery. 

It should be pointed out that when the question was placed 
on the agenda of the Conference, seventeen countries possessed 
legislation prohibiting night work in bakeries; nowadays twenty
eight countries possess such legislation • 

. m. CoNVENTIONS WIDELY RATIPIED, BUT INvOLVING RELATIVELY 

SLIGHT LEGISLATIVE PaoGl\l!Ss 

The Conventions grouped under this heading are :i!l Conventions 
which aim rather at the general establishment of a particular 
principle than at the introduction of important legislative reforms. 
The widespread acceptance of the principles respectively involved, 
represented by the numerous ratifications of these Conventions, 
is not by any means to be regarded as a negligible result; but 
it is naturally a result less easy to define in terms of legislative 
progress. In certain cases, however, it is possible to indicate 
positive and concrete results. 

In the case of the COllllmtion connming _lIIploy
UllemphYlllmf IIIml, for instance, it is noteworthy that since 

the adoption of the Convention by the 
Washington Conference in 1919 measures for the organisation 
or extension of the system of free public employment agencies 
have been taken in Austria, Bulgaria, Denmark, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Italy, Japan, Ruman;a, South Africa, Spain, 
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Switzerland and Yugoslavia (all of which countries have ratified 
the Convention). 

An interesting example of the effectiveness of this Con
vention is afforded by Switzerland. When that country ratified 
the Convention a Decree of the Federal Council {issued by virtue 
of the special powers conf=ed upon it during the War period), 
dated October 29th, 1919, formed the principal legal basis for 
ratification. It provided for a system of unemployment relief 
and the establishment of Cantonal employment offices. It was, 
however, only provisional in character and its abrogation in 
1924 left Switzerland's ratification of the Convention unsupported 
byadequate.legislatioIL Accordingly, on November lIth, 1924, 
the Federal Council issued a circular pointing out that the Con
vention, having been ratified, had force of law in Swi~land, 
that failing Federal legislation the Cantons were bound to comply 
with the Convention's provisions and that the Federal Council, 
in virtue of its constitutional responsibility for securing the 
fulfilment of international obligations, had power to call upon 
the Cantons to take the necessary measures. By an Order issued 
on the same date the Federal Council therefore restored the 
obligation upon the Cantons to set up joint free employment 
offices. The preamble to the Order recalls Switzerland's obligations 
under the Convention. 

A number of agreements for "reciprocal 
treatment in respect of unemployment in
surance bene.6ts have been concluded between 
States Members in the last ten years. It is not 

always possible to establish a direct causal relationsbip between 
these agreements and the Convention, but it is interesting to note 
that the Declaration exchanged by the Swiss and Italian Govern
ments on February 9th, 1927, establishing equality of treatment 
in respect of unemployment, is expressly based on the desire of 
both parties to fulfil their obligations under Article 3 of the 
Convention (which provides for the making of arrangements 
entitling workers belonging to one of the States Members and 
employed in the territory of the other to receive the same 
insurance benefit as national workers). The same Article is also 
specifically mentioned in the exchange of notes between Switzer
land and Denmark (September z.ath to December 13th, 1927)' 

Finally, it may be pointed out that Switzerland's ratification 
of the COlIIJtlltion to/Kerning "Juality of Irtafmmf for national and 



310 The Efflflive &slIlls of the ConvlNlions 

foreign 1Porhrs as' regards 1Porkmen's Gomp.nsaliOJl for «eidenls 
automatically conferred the right to equal treatment with 
Swiss workers on the nationals of the twenty-six other 
States which are parties t!J the Convention-a right which had 
previously been withheld. 

Again, in the case of the Convention con-
WeeklY Rut ceming the application of the weekly rest in 

industrial undertakings, special Sunday rest 
legislation was enacted in Estonia, Rumania and Spain in order 
to permit ratification. It is also noteworthy that in India, between 
the 1911 Conference and the date of ratification, the Indian 
Mines Act, 1923, which provides infer alia for a weekly rest day 
for mine workers, was enacted. Further, a Bill to amend the 
Indian Railways Act so as to empower the Government to make 
rules for regulating the hours of work and rest periods for 
railway servants has recently been introduced and is expected 
to become law. (The Convention leaves the Indian Government 
free to specify the branches of railway work to which the weekly 
rest is to apply.) 

In Switzerland (which has not yet ratified the Convention) 
a Bill was drafted in 1929 by the Federal Labour Office for the 
purpose of bringing the regulation of weekly rest periods entirely 

. under Federal control, so as to enable ratification to take place. 
This Bill was submitted to the workers' and employers' organisa
tions for their observations and the Federal Council has since 
(on May 27th, 1930) submitted a Bill to the Federal Parliament. 
In the memorandum accompanying the Bill the Federal Council 
specifically affirms that Switzerland is under an international 
obligation to pass such legislation in order to be able to ratify 
the Convention. 

IV. THE PRACTICAL REsULTS OF CoNVENTIONS AND THEIR 

Th. Objl&/s of 
Int'NIIltional 

LAbollf' 
ugiJltztion 

FORMAL RATIFICATION 

The above outline of the concrete effects of 
the Conventions will convey a clearer picture 
if we briefly analyse on theoretical grounds 
the nature of the objects putS\led in inter
national labour legislation. 

The first object of the Conventions as 
a whole is .. to set up a certain social standard, acceptable to 
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the conscience of civilised communities, and to further the 
general attainment of that standard by providing a means of 
concerted action, thus spreading a feeling of mutual confidence 
and averting the danger of unfair competition. These are the 
reasons set forth in the Peace Treaty to justify the International 
Labour Conventions. 

Secondly, the exchange of workers and even of commodities 
between one country and another raises labour problems which 
can only be settled by agreement between the respective Govern
ments. Several of the International Labour Conventions are 
multilateral labour treaties in the strict sense. 

Thirdly, social legislation in general is a new subject for 
scientific study and research. During the last ten years the practice 
of holding international gatherings for the common st1;ldy of 
scientific problems relating to labour has become increasingly 
general. The object of such gatherings is to pool knowledge and 
experience and to agree upon the most suitable lines for further 
action. In every sphere of economic life, and especially in that 
of labour, the mechanisation of life has involved the elimination 
of particularities and the increasing uniformisation of conditions. 
An International Labour Conference is thus, to a large extent, 
a conference of technical experts bent on finding solutions for 
common technical problems. Such solutions, when found, are 
often embodied in international conventions, and one of the 
objects of the International Labour Conventions is consequendy 
to set up a standard suitable for general adoption, but more 
particularly for adoption by "new" countries instituting measures 
of social reform for the first time. (It is hardly necessary to 
add .that no Convention pursues this object alone; where the 
Conference desires merely to suggest a model, it adopts a Recom
mendation and not a Draft Convention.) 

It is therefore possible to group the effects ofthe Conventions 
under the following three heads : 

(I) The generalisation ofa higher standard of life and working 
conditions; 

(z) The facilitating of international movement and exchanges; 
(3) The adoption of modern and effective methods of dealing 

with labour problems. 

If we now glance back at the results described for the various 
Conventions we shall find that they fall naturally and logically 
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under one of these three heads. For instarice;efi'ect number (,) 
has been abundantly secured by the Maritime Conventions, the 
Conventions for the protection of women and young persons, 
and the Hours Convention. Effect number (1) has been attained 
by the Convention concerning equality of treatment in respect 
of accident compensation, the Unemployment Convention, and 
certain of the Maritime Conventions. Effect number (~) has been 
secured by various Conventions-e.g. Luxemburg has embodied 
most of the Conventions as they stand in her national law, 
British Columbia has taken over most of the provisions of the 
Hours Convention unchanged, Greece has incorporated the text 
of several Conventions in her legislation, a number of countries 
have scheduled the text of various Maritime Conventions, 
South Mrica has drafted social insurance legislation on the 
Geneva model-and the list of instances could be prolonged 
almost indefinitely. 

Olllsltlllding 
I",}Or/tIII" oj 

the RAtifications 

In conclusion, emphasis must be laid on the 
importance of the ratification of Conventions, 
especially in connection with the practical 
attainment of their different objects. For the 
attainment of the third object, ratification has 

clearly no ~elevance at all, as that could equally well be secured 
" by a Recommendation. The second can hardly be attained 

without ratification, and it is probably no mere coincidence that 
the highest ratification figures have been attained by Conventions 
solely or mainly pursuing it-the "ratification of an agreement 
holding out the prospect of reciprocity would naturally be 
particularly tempting to most Governments. The first object 
cannot be fully secured without general ratification, which 
alone can create the requisite fullness of mutual confidence and 
security. Nevertheless, the results of several of the Conventions 
prove that, quite apart from ratification, the setting up of a 
high standard by the International Labour Conference may, in 
the case of a reform appealing directly to the public conscience 
(reduction of working hours, protection of maternity, safe
guarding of health) contribute effectively to the launching of a 
general forward movement and to maintaining intact such 
progress as is realised. 

But there should be no misunderstanding as to the vital 
importance, in the case of all the Conventions, of the fact that 
they {If'I Conventions which, once ratified, constitute a network 
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of binding mutual" obligations. If in a number of cases a Con
vention assists the supporters of the standard embodied in it 
to defend that standard successfully, even in countries which 

'" have not ratified, it is the Coqvention, rather than the standard, 
which plays an effective part. The upholders of the eight-hour 
day in Germany and Great Britain, for instance, have been 
assisted in their "campaigns principally because they have been 
able to argue (a) that a certain number of countries have already 
entered into a binding compact to maintain the provisions 
adopted at Washington, and (b) that it is in the interests of their 
own countries at any rate to retain the possibility of becoming 
parties to that compact: The standard embodied in the Con
vention, like those embodied in the various Recommendations, 
no doubt exercises a certain psychological attraction, but no 
Recommendation would appear ever to have provided the rallying 
cry for a campaign in any country. It is the embodiment of. the 
standards in a binding international instrument, and the guarantees 
provided in the Peace Treaty for the execution of the Conventions, 
that supply arguments of really convincing force. 

App/iratio" of 
Artid, tflJ8 

Further, the provisions contained in the 
Treaties for securing the effective application 
of the Conventions by the countries that 
ratify them are certainly among the most 

powerful factors in the influence of the Conventions as a whole. 
One of the most interesting results of the Conventions is beyond 
doubt the development of the system of mutual supervision for 
which Article 408 of the Treaty of Versailles provides. 

A summary of this Article was given in the first part of this 
book, but it is worth while referring to it again. It is laid down 
in Article 408 that "each of the Members agrees to make an 
annual report to the International Labour Office on the measures 
which it has taken to give effect to the provisions of the Con
ventions to which it is a party. These reports shall be made in 
such form and shall contain such particulars as the Governing 
Body may request. The Director shall lay a summary of these 
reports before the next meeting of the Conference." 

In 1916 it was decided, very tentatively and after much 
hesitation, to appoint a Committee of Experts to examioe the 
annual reports sent in under Article 408, and in the same year 
the practice of se~ng up a Committee of the Conference at 
each Session to examine the summaries of the reports was 
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initiated. These two bodies-the Committee of Experts and the 
Conference Committec>-have since carried out their duties yeu 
by year with increasing care and competence. Every State which 
ratifies a Convention now knows that the measures by which 
it applies the Convention's provisions will be closely scrutinised 
by authorised bodies at Geneva, and that any serious discrepancy 
will in all probability be discussed in public debate. The dis
cussions at the Conference have been more and more frank 
and more and more thorough, and time after time the under
taking of a Government representative that a point in his 
Government's report that has given rise to criticism will be 
carefully considered has been followed by the adoption of fresh 
legislative or administrative measures with a view to securing 
a more exact application of the Convention in question. The 
development of such. a system is bound as time goes on 
greatly to strengthen the effective influence of the Conventions 
by increasing public confidence in theii practical efficacy. 



CHAPTERm 

THE RECOMMENDATIONS 

THE Conventions constitute a network of binding international 
obligations, and the ratifying States are required to report yearly 
on the measures which they have adopted in order to fulfil those 
obligations. The reports supply an excellent basis for a study of 
the effective results to which the Conventions have led in the 
various countries. On the other hand, States are in no way 
bound to report periodically on the measures, if any, adopted 
in order to give effect to the Recommendations. The International 
Labour Office recently embarked upon a systematic study of the 
results of the Recommendations, but in the absence of periodical 
reports from the States Members such a study must necessarily 
be long and difficult, and no complete information can be 
embodied in this volume. 

Tin Differellt 
Forllls of 

R«o1lt1ll.llllaliollS 

A certain change is already noticeable in 
the attitude of the International Labour Con
ference towards Recommendations. 

In 1919 and 19%0 the Conference adopted 
a considerable number of Recommendations. 

some in the form of a pendant to a Convention, others standing 
alone and intended to prepare the way for the adoption of a 
Convention in the future. Leaving on the one side the Recom
mendation to adhere to the Berne White Phosphorus Convention, 
these Recommendations appear to possess one common fea~ 
each Wl!S in some sense a confession of impotence. For one reason 
or another the Conference felt unable to drafr a suitable Conven
tion on the various subjects concerned; it therefore tried to 
shelve the difficulty by adopting a formal decision, embodying 
certain de£nite proposals, but with no binding character. 

In 1911 a new kind of Recommendation appeared. The 
Conference adopted a Recommendation concerning the preven
tion of unemployment in agriculture, which contained no 
de£nite proposals, but simply advised the States Members to 
"examine the advisability" of adopting various methods of 
dealing with agricUltural unemployment. This precedent was 



Th, RecolJllJlmtialiollJ 

followed in 19z4, when the Conference adopted a. similar kind 
of Recommendation concerning the "development of facilities 
for the utilisation of workers' spare time." Further, at each of 
the Sessions held respectively in 19u, 19z3 lI.Od 19zoJ, the Con
ference contented itself with adopting a single Recommendation 
on a. single question £guxing on its agenda for the first time. 
Its practice in these years would a.ppear to indicate that the 
Conference had come to regard the Recommendation as a. form 
of decision parallel but subordinate to the Convention, suitable 
for the formulation of general principles or model methods 
for dealing with problems on which a. Convention appeared 
inadvisable or impossible. 

It ma.y well be that in the future the Conference will a.gain 
adopt Recommendations of this sort;· but the fact rema.ins that 
during the years 19z5-1930 it has never a.dopted a. Recommenda
tion except in conjunction with a. Convention. It is true that in 
19Z9 the two Conventions adopted dealt with subsidiary aspects 
of the main question (prevention of industrial accidents) which 
was ma.de the subject of a Recommendation; but the Conference 
does seem to have set its face a.gainst dealing with lI.Oy question 

. by way of a. Recommendation alone. A further indication of 
this tendency is provided by the fild that on every occasion 
when a. Draft Convention has failed to secure the requiSite 
two-thirds ma.jority, the Conference has refused to adopt the 
proposals contained in the Draft Convention in the form of a. 
Recommendation. 

The present tendency therefore seems to be to consider the 
Convention lI.Od the Recommendation as mutually complemen
ta.ry. The relationship between the two ma.y take various forms; 
for instance, the Recommendation ma.y suggest the a.pplication 
of the provisions of the Convention to additional classes of 
workers, or propose supplementary measures of protection, or 
lay down general principles for the guida.nce of Governments in 
applying the Convention, or it ma.y simply serve to emphasise 
the intention of the Conference as soon as the time is ripe to 
adopt II. further Convention on some special aspect of the question 
concerned. Such lI.O intention is indeed frequently present even 
where the Recommendation has other practical objects. 

This tendency to use Recommendations as a mea.ns of preparing 
the way for Conventions found expression in the Report of the 
Committe~, set up by the Fourteenth Session of the Conference 
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(1930) to ex.mjne the annual reports supplied by Govemlilents 
on the application of the Conventions ratified by them. In this 
Report the following passage occurs: 

It was pointed out to the Committee that it would be of interest 
were practical reports (for example, once in two years) on the 
application of the Recommendations also to be fumished by the 
Governments and submitted to the Conference. Provision for 
such reports might be made in the Recommendations thexnselves. 
Several members of the Committee expressed the opinion that 
this method would permit a consideration of the possibility of 
transforming after some years certain Recommendations . into 
Conventions. Other members suggested that if such a system of 
checking the results, and thereby increasing the practical yalue 
of the Recommendations, were adopted, the Conference might 
have more frequent recourse to them for the solution of certain 
questions brought before it for the first time. 

For practical reasons the Governing Body has not fdt able to 
approve the proposal to call for periodical reports on the applica
tion of the Recommendations, but it has instructed the Office 
to devote particular attention to the effective results of the 
Recommendations in the various countries. 

Another decision taken by the Governing Body at the same 
Session lends additional point to the observation of the Conference 
Committee quoted above. In 1919 the Conference supplemented 
the Convention concerning unemployment by a Recommenda
tion conciining, among other suggestions, one to the effect that 
measures should be taken to prohibit the establishment of 
employment agencies which charge fees or which carry on 
business for pront. The Governing Body has now decided to 
place this question on the agenda of the Session of the Conference 
to be held in 1931, with a view to the adoption of a Draft Con
vention. Since the Recommendation was adopted at Washington 
in 1919, steps have been taken in a number of countries towards 
carrying out the provision concerning the prohibition of private 
fee-charging agencies. In Germany, the complete abolition of 
such offices not later than December 31St, 1930, is prescribed 
by the Act of July 16th, 1917. Such abolition has been enacted 
in Bulgaria and Rumania by laws passed in 191' and 1911 
respectivdy. In YugOslavia and Italy, measures have been taken 
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for the partial abolition of fee-charging offices, while in France, 
Japan, Mexico, Poland and South Mrica, stricter measures of 
supervision have been introduced. This is an excellent enmple 
of the manner in which a Recommendation may serve to 
prepare the way for a Convention in dealing with a problem 
of particular difficulty. 

Under the Peace Treaty the States are bound 
RISt/lts of till to inform the Secretary-GeneraI of the League 

RetrJfllfllent/atiollS of Nations of the action taken on the Recom-
mendations. The information thus supplied 

has been reproduced or summarised from time to time in the 
publications of the International Labour Office, particularly in 
the Director's Annual Report to the Conference. To obtain a 
general idea of the effective results of the Recommendations it 
will be necessary in the first place to study and collate this informa
tion. The Office is at present engaged on such a study, and we are 
convinced that it will show that the Recommendations have, by 
their results, contributed most usefully to the devdopment of 
national legislation on labour questions, and that, particularly in 
conjunction with the Conventions, they have been an important 
factor in international social progress. 

That this is so is exemplified by the fact that all the prin
ciples which found expression in the Recommendations adopted 
in 19~3 on factory inspection have been incorporated in 
factory inspection laws or regulations subsequently enacted in 
Bulgaria (I9~4) and during 19~7 in China, Finland, Poland and 
Rumania. 

Similarly, the adoption in 19~4 of the Recommendation con
cerning workers' spare time has been followed everywhere 
by the rapid d~dopment of institutions, whether public or 
private, local or regional, denominational or secular, set up to 
improve the workers' minds and promote interest in libraries, 
theatrical performances and sports. In Bdgium, for example, the 
introduction in Parliament of a Bill to establish a State service 
to direct and promote such institutions was suffieient to bring 
together advocates and opponents of the BiII, both equally 
anxious to find in the text of the Recommendation the necessary 
justification for their conceptions, which, moreover, dilfered 
not on the principles involved but only in respect of their 
application. Again, in China, the Factory Act of December 
30th, J 92,9, contains a chapter on wdfare in which it is 
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ddinitely specified that the factories must "whenever possible 
provide means of education for workers deprived of such 
facilities" and "provide suitable means of recreation for their 
workers." 

Finally, a Recommendation which has not only had satisfactory 
results but has also paved' the way for a Convention, is that 
adopted by the Washington Conference in 1919 concerning the 
protection of women and children against lead poisoning. Thus, 
in Austria, three Orders dealing with lead and lead compounds, 
issued on March 8th, 1923, embodied many provisions contained 
in the Recommendation. In Estonia, the employment of children 
under fifteen years of age in the processes mentioned in. the 
Recommendation has been prohibited by an Act passed in 1928. 
In France, the regu1ations were amended in 1926 so as to exclude 
women and young persons from employment in the processes 
defined in the Recommendation. In Great Britain, an Act was 
passed in 1920 and three Orders were issued in 19Z1 to give 
effect to the Recommendation. In India, the terms of the Recom
mendation were inserted verbatim in the Indian Factories Act 
of 1921. In the Netherlands, full effect has been given to the 
Recommendation by two Orders issued in 1920 and by an 
amendment introduced in the Workers' Accident Insurance 
Act in 1921. In Poland, an Order issued in September 1930. 
prohibits the employment of women and young persons under 
eighteen years of age on work involving the use ·of lead 
products, with certain exceptions. In Switzerland, approval of 
the Recommendation has involved an extension of the list of 
processes previously prohibited for women and young persons, 
and the raising of the age limit of th,e young persons protected 
from sixteen to eighteen years of age. Further, in Germany, the 
provisions necessary to give effect to the Recommendation have 
been inserted in the general Workers' Protection Bill which is 
at present before the Reichstag . 

. The part played by this Recommendation in preparing the 
way for the insertion in the 1921 Convention concerning 
the use of white lead in painting of a provision prohibiting the 
employment of women and young persons under eighteen years 
of age in painting-work involving the use of lead pigments must 
also be noted. The Office expressly proposed the insertion of the 
clause in question by the 1911 Session of the Conference on 
the ground that "it· is a logical extension of the provisions as 



The Reeommentlations 

regards white lead of the Washington Recommendation agaihst 
lead poisoning." _ 

It may therefore be said, even in the absence of the report 
now being prepared by the Office, that the Recommendations, 
with their varied form and elasticity of procedure, have fullilled 
the hopes placed in them by the authors of the Peace Treaty. 



PART IV 

RELATIONS 

IN the two preceding parts an· attempt has been made to give 
an idea of the work of the International Labour Organisation 
and the results obtained since it was set up. Neither work nor 
results would have been the same if it had not tried from the 
first to create that collective spirit which alone can infuse life 
into an inanimate institution. In accordance with its threefold 
nature, there were three ways in which it could work towards 
this end. 

k; an association of States, the Organisation had to accustom 
the Governments of the States Members to international col
laboration, their traditional tendency being that of work in 
isolation, on the national plane. They had to be made to under
stand how they might benefit in their ordinary work by such 
collaboration. 

As a democratic institution based on the participation of 
workers and employers, it had to organise unbroken relations, 
not only with the more important industrial bodies statutorily 
represented in the Organisation, but with all associations, what
ever their aims, that had a valid claim to speak on behalf of the 
groups in question. 

k; an institution for social progress with a definite mission, 
it had -to seek the support of all other institutions, official or 
private, whose action tended in the same direction, and to fuse 
all the activities that might assist it in achieving each of the 
points in its programme, by helping to create an enlightened 
public opinion. 

. In a word, the International Labour Organisation had to 
become the sounding-board, so to speak, for the whole social 
movement. On the basis of a close network of relations covering 
the whole world, it had to make itself felt, not only through the 
regular working of its constitutional organs-the Conference, 
the Governing Body and the Office-but through the action of 
all who in every COlUltry sought with it to establish social justice 
in the world. 
1.1..0. x 



CHAPTER I 

RELATIONS WITH STATES 

Ip the International Labour Organisation were not merely to 
comply with the strict letter of its constitution, but to act in 
full accordance with the spirit that had created it, it was necessary 
to establish relations with all countries, and not only with the 
States Members of the Organisation. For the work of the latter 
to be fully effective, it must be universal. Though its administra
tive relations had to be confined to the States Members of the 
Organisation, what may be called its general relations could 
not be allowed to be exclusive. Such exclusion would have 
been all the' more inadmissible, sinee, hi" 'addition to a few 
other countries, two great industrial communities, the United 
States of America and the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics, 
were outside the Organisation. Furthermore, by its three
fold composition it is in practice fully international, for the 
workers and employers of the non-Member States have the same 
power as those of the Member States to make their influence 
felt through the international associations with which the 
Organisation is bound to be in touch. 

I. RELATIONS WITH STATES MEMBERS 

The Government Departments of any of the Memben which 
deal with questions of industry and employment may com
municate directly with the Director through the Representative 
of their Government on the Governing Body of the International 
Labour Office, or failing any such Representative, through such 
,other qualliied official as the Government may nominate for 
the purpose. 

This is the only indication, brief though it is, that Article 397 
of the Treaty of Peace gives concerning the organisation of the 
relations of the Office with the Governments of the States 
Members; brief but precise. It means that the Treaty of Peace 
itself recognises the right of the Office to communicate directly 
with the Government departments dealing with labour questions 
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in the different countries, without passing through dt<i.~rcl.4tary 
diplomatic channds. . , 

Now, aftet ten years, the official relations of the Office with 
the large majority of the States Members may be regarded as 
firmly established. But the creation of these many and varied 
contacts has caIIed for much patient work during this period. 
To-day,many Ministers of State know theway to Geneva; most 
of the important national officials follow closdy the varied 
activities of the Organisation, by attending the Confetence or 
the meetings of the Govetning Body or the committees it has 
set up; on the othet hand, many of the officials of the Office 
have had an opportunity by tours of investigation and othetwise 
to establish useful relations and make valuable friendships. 

The relations of the Office with the States Members are 
now organised at both ends: in the different countries 
and in Geneva itself. 

All the GQvetnments have responded to an 
LaboNr Mi1listries appeal made to them by the Office in February 

1920, some by setting up ministerial deput
ments, some by appointing officials with whom the Office can 
correspond. The growing activity of the Office yea! by yea! has 
made the need for special1iaison setvices fdt in most countries. 
In the great industrial countries, whete ministries of labour had 
long been in existence, the creation of offices, depaItrnents or 
institutions to centralise communications with the Office raised 
no difficulty. 

On the othet hand, since 1920 many countries have set up 
ministries or ministetial depaItrnents of labour or social welfue. 
This movement has been specially marked in Latin America. 
The Argentine Republic, for instance, has created, in addition 
to the National Labour DepaItrnent, a special setvice for questions 
connected with the International Labour Organisation in its 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Brazil has set up a National LabotH: 
Council; Chile, a Ministry of Hygiene. Social Assistance. Welfue 
and Labour, which is now the Ministry of Social Welfare; 
Colombia, a General Labour Office; Cuba, an International 
Labour Organisation Service in the Secretuiat of Agriculture, 
Commerce and Labour; Guatemala, a General Labour Depart
ment subordinate to the Ministry of Public Works; Haiti, a 
Labour DepaItrnent; Panama, a Labour Office; Ecuador, 
a Ministry of Labour. 
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_ The Union of South Africa has established a State Depart
ment of Labour. As to Europe, a Ministry of Social Affairs has 
been created in Denmark, and in Portugal the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has set up a General Secretariat of Portuguese 
League of Nations Services with a special seetion for the Inter
national Labour Office. 

CIHJf'Jill4ting 
BoJies 

These institutions were soon found insufficient. 
The faet is that labour questions are not 
within the competence of one administrative 
department only. Agricultural labour ques

tions, for instance, may be dealt with by a ministry of agriculture, 
seamen's questions by a merchant shipping department. Various 
Governments have therefore thought it expedient to co-ordinate 
the work of these di1ferent departments by establishing inter
ministerial committees or even new departments. 

Italy, early in 1920, created an International Labour Organ
isation Section, now the Permanent Committee for Co-ordinating 
International Labour Questions, which is presided over by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. This Committee includes representa
tives of the various State departments interested in labour 
questions. 

Soon after, France set up a Consultative Committee on Inter
national Conventions, attached to the Ministry of Labour. It 
ensures the co-ordination of the various departments concerned 
in studying, ratifying, and enforcing International Labour Con
ventions. Similarly, Great BriJ:ain set up an interdepartmental 
Committee composed of representatives of the ministries con
cerned in the work of the International Labour Organisation, its 
secretarial work being performed by the International Labour 
Division of the Ministry of Labour, which is specially responsible 
for relations between the British Government and the Office. 

The Scandinavian countries followed the example; Denmark 
with its Department for International Co-operation in Social 
Questions, attached to the Ministry of. Social Affairs; Sweden 
with its Delegation for International Co-operation in Questions 
of Social Policy, which, temporarily suspended, resumed activity 
in 1928, and includes, in addition to officials of the departments 
concerned, representatives of employers and workers. Finally, 
the Rumanian Government recently set up a Committee for 
Relations with the International Labour Organisation and Office. 
It includ~ employers' and workers' representatives and has 
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been given very definite duties to ensure effective Rumanian 
collaboration in the work of the International Labour Office, 
ranging from replies to enquiries and questionnaires to the 
enforcing of ratified Conventions. 

D.kg4liolU 
ill GnmIII 

For the furtherance of their relations with 
the International Labour Office, many coun
tries have nominated permanent delegates to 
Geneva. They were in fact adapting to the 

International Labour Organisation an established tradition: that 
of social attaches. In 19:<0, Sweden had a Social Attache in Berlin, 
Germany a Social Attache in Rome. It was thought that instead 
of increasing the number of social attaches at the different 
embassies and legations, it would be more expedient to accredit 
them to the International Labour Office in Geneva. Here the 
example was set by Japan, which appointed a Japanese Govern
ment delegation to Geneva, presided over by the representative 
of that Government on the Governing Body. Next, Poland 
accredited to the Office its representative on the Governing 
Body, and Sweden appointed a Social Adviser accredited to the 
Office; finally, Peru appointed a delegate specially accredited to 
the Office. 

The brevity of this list might give a wrong idea of the 
permanent delegations in Geneva. For, in point of fact, many 
countries have set up legations in that city under t4e direction 
of ministers plenipotentiary, their duty being to maintain liaison 
with all the official international institutions at Geneva, the 
General Secretariat of the League of Nations and the International 
Labour Office. Thus, the delegation of the Polish Government to 
the Governing Body has now become a Polish Delegation under 
a Minister and with a complete legation staff, its duty being to 
ensure the representation of the Polish Government on the 
Council of the League of Nations and the Governing Body of 
the Office. Other countries have followed suit, attaching com
plete legations to the League of Nations. Yet others have specially 
accredited to the Secretariat and the Office their Ministers at 
Berne, or set up in Geneva special offices for questions relating 
to the international institutions. 

At the time of writing, Canada, China, Colombia, Cuba, 
Denmark, Finland, Hungary, the Irish Free State, Latvia, Persia, 
Poland, Portugal, Rumania, the Union of South Africa and Yugo
slavia have permanent delegations or representatives in Geneva. . 
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The Governments of the Argentine Republic, Bulgaria, 
Czechoslovakia, Greece, Italy, Norway and Venezuela have 
instructed their diplomatic or consular representatives in Berne 
or Geneva to represent them also in their dealings with 
the League of Nations and the International Labour Office, 
or the Office alone. The National Labour Office of Uruguay 
keeps in touch with the Office through the Uruguayan Consul
General in Geneva. 

The International Labour Office itself has 
established several "correspondence offices" 
and appointed "national correspondents." 

The first was the Paris Office opened in 
January 19zo, which had at once to help with 
the general organisation of the International 

Labour Office, being responsible for the recruiting of French 
officials and the collection of the official material and informa
tion required. Next came the Washinitonbffice (May 19zo), 
which, as a matter of fact, had been active ever since the First 
Session of the International Labour Conference in October and 
November 1919. This w~ immediately followed by the creation 
of the London and Rome Offices Guly 19zo). Next year an office 
was opened in Berlin (March I 9Z I). Three years later the first 
Correspondence Office for a Far Eastern country was opened in 
Tokyo Ganuary 19z4); the second was opened in Delhi (October 
19z8), and the third in Nankin (April 1930). 

CO"upo"tkllCe 
OjjiGts anti 
Nanollal 

Corrupontknts 

In other countries, where it was impossible or not wholly 
essential to set up a complete office, permanent correspondents, 
with the same functions as the offices, but on a reduced scale, 
were appointed in Prague, Madrid, Brussels, Vienna, Budapest, 
Warsaw, Rio de Janeiro and Bucharest. 

The creation of these offices and the appointment of national 
correspondents were due to the need of maintaining regular 
relations between the Office and the Governments and public 
administrative departments of the countries concerned, and of 
supplementing these relations by establishing contact with 
Parliaments, following social policy and social movements by 
means of relations with workers' and employers' organisations, 
making the International Labour Organisation known, popular
ising the conceptions on which it is based, describing its activities 
and achievements and correcting any misconceptions with 
regard to its work. 
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An enumeration of the reasons for appointing national corre
spondents is equivalent to an enumeration of their duties, the per
formance of which has proved most useful to the Organisation. 
This usefulness was recently recognised by a committee set up 
by the Governing Body to study the system. This committee, 
which held meetings in December 1919 and March 1930, was 
unanimous in its opinion of the value of the correspondence 
·offices and the national correspondents as links with the countries 
concerned, and as centres of information enabling the Office to 
colleet without delay the information needed for its work. It 
also recognised the expediency of contemplating an extension 
of the system. After studying the possibility of opening an office 
in Moscow and recognising that this proposal would have to 
wait until conditions were such as to ensure the permanent 
existence and independent activity of such an office, it expressed 
itself in favour of opening offices at Belgrade and Buenos Aires, 
a proposal accepted by the Governing Body for 1931. 

'Besides facilitating the regular performance of 
MissiOllS the administrative duties on which the working 

of the Organisation depends, and enabling the 
States Members and Office to keep in touch with each other's 
activities, the various institutions for maintaining relations 
which have been set up by the States on the one hand and the 
Office on the other have made those relations more fruitful owing 
to the daily contact so established. But more was needed to 
create and maintain the atmosphere of mutual interest and 
understanding. For this purpose members of the Direetorate of 
the International Labour Office have visited different countries, 
had interviews with persons in leading positions, attended 
important conferences, examin~d and discussed on the spot the 
questions and tendencies of the day. During the past ten years 
this has been done whenever possible. The Director and Deputy
Direetor, to mention no others, have frequently paid visits to 
the principal European capitals; they have also visited oversea 
countries, including non-Member States. In 1911, after visiting 
Canada, the Direetor went to the United States. In 191' he 
visited several Latin-American countries: Brazil, Uruguay, the 
.hrgentine Republic and Chile. In 1918-1919 he visited Russia, 
China and Japan. The Deputy-Direetor was in the United States 
in 19z6 and in South Africa in 1917-19z8. 

It is impossible here to describe the relations of each country 
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with the International Labour Office; it will be sufficient to'tiote 
certain facts proving the solidity of these relations. 

Two States, Spain and Brazil, were able to leave the League 
of Nations-the former only for a brief period-without any 
effect on their patticipation in the International Labour Organ
isation. The misunderstandings with Italy that atose out of the 
question of the credentials of the Workers' Delegate to the 
Conference were removed by frank and complete explanations. 
More recently, the difficulties resulting from the fact that the 
NorWegian Storting refused to pass the necessary votes for 
the sending of a delegation to the Sessions of the Conference 
during the financial yeat I9z9-1930' which had somewhat 
disturbed relations with Norway, now appeat to be on the way 
to settlement. A similat reason for concern existed for a longer 
time in the case of the Argentine Republic, for that country 
decided, after active patticipation in the work of the Organisa
tion up to last yeat, to withdraw its cQntribution to the League 
of Nations until the question of its constitutioflal position in the 
League had been settled. The representative of the Argentine 
Government was present, however, at the session of the Govern
ing Body held in October 1930. 

Taken as a whole, the life of the Organisation is developing 
on normal lines. There is increasing reason to hope that its 
activities will soon extend to certain countries which still do not 
belong to it-the United States, the U.S.S.R., Mexico, Turkey 
and Egypt. 

TI. RELATIONS WITH NON-Mm.mER. STATES 

The United States played a pm in the history 
Tin UllillJ SIIlII.! of the Organisation even before the latter had 

entered on its activities. The Commission on 
International Labour Legislation, which was set up at the end 
of January 1919 by the Peace Conference to draft the Constitu
tion of the Organisation, elected as its president Mr. Samuel 
Gompers, President of the American Federation of Labor, 
who took a very active part in the work of the Commission. 
Soon after, on October 29th, 1919, the First Session of the 
Conference opened at Washington, convened by President 
Wilson; a member of his Cabinet, Mr. William B. Wilson, 
Secretary of Labor, was elected as president. Mr. Gompers, 
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Pr~'ssor J. H. Shotwell and Mr. J. B. Andrews were members 
of the Organising Committee. 

Though the United States have not ratified the Treaty of 
Versailles and have taken no official part in the work of the 

. Organisation since 1919, they have been in frequent touch with 
it. At the Second Session of the Conference, at Genoa in 19zo, 
Mr. A. Furuseth was present, and in 1911 Dr. M. Dorset, of the 
Department of Agriculture, was chosen by the United. States 
Government to represent it on the Advisory Committee on 
Anthrax set up by the Governing Body. In the same year several 
Am~icans were appointed to the Committee on Industrial 
Hygiene. Since that date ,the various advisory bodies set up by 
the Office have' always included Americans. 

It was stated above that the Director of the International 
Labour Office paid a visit to the United States in 19zz, and the 
Deputy Director in 19z6. Both found much evidence ot interest 
in the work of the Organisation. . 

The Office has-in turn had frequent opportunity to render 
useful service to the United States Government. Thus, in 19ZZ, 
information on conditions in European coal mines was officially 
supplied to the American Coal Commission. In the following 
year a quantity of material was submitted to a Senate Commission 
appointed to draft a federal measure on child labow:. In 19z6, the 
Office undertook an important research into migration statistics 
at the request of the National Bw:eau of Economic Research, 
which helped to £Dance the enquiry. On several other occasions 
Washington has had recourse to the scientific research work of 
Geneva. When in 1911 the Governing Body appointed a Per
manent Emigration Commission, its meetings were attended by 
AmeriCans on several occasions. In 19z6, conversations with 
Mr. E. A. Filene and Mr. H. S. Dennison, of the Twentieth 
Centw:y Fund, led to the creation in Geneva of an International 
(Scientific) Management Institute.ln 19~o, at the request of the 
Ford Company, the Office undertook an enquiry, financed by 
Mr. Filene, into the wages which would have to be paid to 
workers in different Ew:opean cities to ensure them the same 
standard of life as an average worker in Detroit, an enquiry 
previously mentioned in another part of this book. 

With the passing of time the attitude of the United States 
towards the Organisation has become more and more one of 
"friendly c()-operation without participation," as it was described 
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by Mr. Magnus Alexander, President 'of the National rnd:rial 
Conference Board. Since 1917 the Industrial Counselors Inc. 
have accredited an official to the Intemational Labour Office, 
who, while maintaining a contaet which is of great value with' 
the United States, makes enquiries into industrial relations in 
different countries and has published studies of much interest. 
Finally, the United States took an active part in the Silicosis 
Conference held in Johannesburg in August, 1930. 

It was explained in the mst part of this work 
Th. U.S.s.R. that from the outset the International Labour 

Office has attentively followed developments 
in the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics. An attempt was tven 
made in 1910 to send a special committee of enquiry to Russia, 
but it had to be given up for reasons.for which the Office was 
not responsible. . 

Nevertheless, the Office has been able to get into direct t~ch 
with a large nUmber of Government alld trade union institutions 
and to obtain in exchange for its publications most of the important 
periodical and other Soviet publications. With this full, and in its 
way unique, supply of material it has been able to carry out a 
systematic study of social and economic conditions in the U.S.S.R. 

The attitude of the Soviet Union towards the International 
Labour Office is determined by the general policy of the Govern
ment, with which it naturally Buctuates. About two years ago 
the Office was entitled to think that collaboration had been 
established in the field of scientific research. It had, for instance, 
published in the InllfYJa#onai Labollr Rlllinv, with the assistance 
and full approval of the U.S.S.R. Commissariat of Labour, 
information on wages in Moscow compared with those in the 
principal world centres. Since then a change has taken place in 
the home and foreign policy of the U.S.S.R. At present the 
Soviet Government considers that the fundamental differences 
between the political and social conceptions of the U.S.S.R. on 
the one hand and the League of Nations and the International 
Labour Office on the other are too great to allow of any collabora
tion. The activities of the International Labour Office arc regarded 
in the U.S.S.R. as a priori sterile and useless. Hence the usually 
unfriendly comments of the Soviet Press on these activities. 
The position is different, however, for the scientific work of the 
International Labour Office. The offici. I Soviet Press has often 
agreed that it constitutes a valuable source of information. 
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The Federative Republic of Mexico is one of 
M.xito the countries of Latin America where social 

legislation has made most progress. With a 
" view to co-ordinating the social legislation of the different States 

and giving effect to Articles 73 and IZ3 of the National Con
stitution adopted in 1917, the Government submitted to the 
Chamber a draft Federal Labour Code, subsequently amended, 
which began to be discussed in 1929. The draft gives expression 
in the main to the principles adopted by the International Labour 
Conference at its various Sessions and laid down in Part XIII 
of the: Treaty of Peace. In June 1930, at the Fourteenth Session, 
of the Confer=. Mexico sent an observer who, in replying to 
the welcome addressed to him by the President of the Conference, 
declared that outside the International Labour Organisa,tion 
MCl!I!co had carried on a work.that in more than one respect 
coincided with the work of the Organisation, and that _ it 
could not but feel gratified at following a path parallel to that 
of the Organisation. 

The Turkish Republic, which is making a 
TlI1'hy noteworthy and systematic attempt to intro-

duce social legislation, was also semi-officially 
represented at recent Sessions of the Conference. 

With Egypt, whose membership of the League 
Egypt of Nations, and therefore of the International 

Labour Organisation, depends on the negotia
tions in progress between the British and the Egyptian Govern
ments, the International Labour Office has been on cordial terms, 
the culminating point being the visit paid to it by King Fuad in 
July 1929. Previously, on his return from the Far East, the 
Director of the Office met at Cairo the Under-Secretary of 
State in the Ministry of Justice, Rida Pasha, from whom' 
he obtained information on the preparation of a Labour Code 
.that will give Egypt a labour legislation in conformity with the 
principles of the International Labour Organisation. 

These principles are now known in every country. By its 
relations, the International Labour Organisation is helping to 
create an atmosphere favourable to the adoption of measures 
in the spirit of Part xm of the Treaty of Peace, and may thus 
hope to become world-wide in its moral influence while still 
waiting to achieve cOJ;lStitutional universality. 



CHAPTER n 

RELATIONS WITH WORKERS' ORGANISATIONS 

The fact that the Charter constituting thL 
Th, N",J of thlll International Labour Organisation was part 

RJ/aliollJ tmtl of the Treaty of Peace could not by itself 
th,ir Origin endow the Organisation with full power. of 

effective action. Not even the building up, by 
several years of effort, of a highly organised system of study 
and action was enough. It also needed the support of public 
opinion, especially of those directly interested-in other words, 
the confident and active assistance of the world of labour. 

Representatives of the trade union movement had taken part 
in drafting Part XIII of the Treaty of Peace. It was, indeed, in 
that movement that the campaign originated which led the 
negotiators of the Treaty to set up the International Commission 
on Social Legislation that drafted Part XIII. Without that 
movement the Organisation which it had helped to bring into 
being could hardly prosper. 

As early as September 1914 the American Federation of 
Labour had passed a resolution urging that when the Peace 
Conference that would put a stop to the War was held, the 
representatives of the organised workers of all countries should 
hold a Conference at the same place as the Congress for the 
purpose of taking the necessary steps to protect the rights of 
labour, thus making their contribution to the establishment of 
a lasting peace. 

At the end of the same year the French General Confederation 
of Labour approved this resolution in a public manifesto. In 
July 1916 the Socialist organisations of Great Britain, Belgium, 
France and Italy, at a Conference held in Leeds, discussed the 
economic clauses to be inserted in the Peace Treaty, and drew 
up a programme of labour demands. In June 1917 the trade 
unions of the Central European and Scandinavian countries 
approved the Leeds programme at a Conference in Stockholm, 
and they confirmed this decision at a second Conference, 
held in B!;1"nc in October of the same year. 
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IDliztions with Workers', Organisations J J J .. 
F!naIly, soon after the Armistice, in February 1919, a Confer

ence, attended by representatives of the trade unions of both 
belligerent and neutral States, was held in Beme and adopted 
an International Labour Charter, which it demanded should be 

,. made by the League of Nations an integral part of international 
law when peace was concluded. 

The Beme Conference was held at the very time when the 
drafting of Part XIII of the Treaty of Peace was beginning. The 
Commission of fifteen members appointed for this purpose 
included workers' delegates and advisers from the Allied countries, 
under the chairmanship of Mr. Samuel Gompers, President of 
the American Federation of Labor. 

Part XIII waS drafred, but it deviated in important respects 
from the terms of the Leeds and Beme programme. It neverthe
less ,constituted such an advance in the field of social policy that 
there could be no doubt of the support of the world of labour. 
At the International Trade Union Congress held in Amsterdam 
in July 1919, the Berne Charter was confirmed, but it was 
decided to invite the national trade union organisations to 
attend the First Session of the International Labour Conference, 
which was to be held in Washington, on condition, however, 
~t Germany and Austria were also allowed to attend. This 
decision was duly carried into effect. 

Since that date the workers' unions have constantly and 
regularly collaborated with the three organs of the Institution: 
the Conference, the Governing Body and the International 
Labour Office. 

When the Information and Relations Division was first organ
ised, the Director of the Office set up in it a service for relations 
with workers' organisations, which has always been in close 
touch with the international trade union organisations and the. 
central national unions. 

1. RBLATIONS WITH THE lNmRNATIONAL FEDERATION OP 

TRADB UNIONS 

FirstStau 
(I9Zo-I9Z4) 

The year 1910 was for the International Labour 
Office a period of organisation. For the trade 
unions it was a year of disturbance and conflict. 
The International Federation of Trade Unions, 

which in 1919 and 1910 had 11 Inillion members, suffered a 
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serious reduction in memborship. This reduction was accom
panied by a certain hesitation in. the views of trade union leaders. 
At the London Congress in 19ZI, the Federation's collaboration 
with the International Labour Office was much criticised, but a 
very large majority rejected a proposal to break off relations. 
Thereby the International Labour Office may be said to have 
won its cause in the trade union movement. The international 
federations had already begun to send in numerous requests for 
information on such subjects as night worl< in bakeries, agri
cultural questions and the conditions of work in chemical fac
tories. The period of "relations" had begun. 

At the Rome Congress in 1921, the International Federation of 
Trade Unions invited the Director of the International Labour 
Office to attend, and he used this opportunity to explain to the 
workers' representatives his view on the nature of the relations 
between the Geneva institutions and the trade union movement. 
At the Vienna Congress in 1923 he was again present, and since 
then he has attended practically all the Congresses of the Federa
tion. At the same time there was a steady increase in the requests 
for information from the organisations. Twenty-eight were 
received in I921, 48 in I912, n6 in I923, and the number and 
importance of the requests have steadily grown since then. 

Norlllal RlltttiollS 
Eslttblislml 

(I924-I930) 

Normal relations may be said to date from 
I924, since when they have become fumly 
consolidated. At first, however, there was 
some uncertainty. The Russians, who had 
affirmed their hostility to the International 

Labour Organisation, had been invited to attend the British 
Trades Union Congress in Hull. The Director of the Inter
national Labout Office had also been invited, and was present. 
Outing the discussion, the Secretary of the Congress (Mr. Bramley) 
noted that much of the workers' programme for international 
legislation was identical with the programme of the International 
Labour Organisation de£ned in Part xm. 

Soon after, the Director of the International Labout Office, 
duting a visit to the Balkans, was able to get into touch with 
the workers' organisations there, and heard their complaints in 
the matter of freedom of association. These complaints, as 
formulated by the Trade Union Conference of the Balkan 
Countries held at Sofia in April I9%" gave rise to the inclusion 
of freedo~ of association in the agenda of the International 
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Labour Conference, with the result which has been described in 
another part of this book. 

Since then there have been several occasions on which a 
workers' organisation has deliberated on a question, and, by 
means of its relations with the International Labour Organisation, 
has succeeded in having the question placed before the Con
ference, . or at least referred to the International Labour Office 
for study. . 

There can be no doubt, for instance, that the conversations 
inaugurated in J924 between the International Labour Office and 
the International Transport Workers' Federation gave rise to the 
renewed activity of the· Organisation in favour first of seamen, 
then of railwaymen (the question of automatic coupling), and 
then of workers employed in inland navigation. 

The similar, and perhaps even more regular, negotiations· 
between the Office and the International, Federation of Miners' 
in 192' gave rise to the steps taken by the International Labour 
Organisation, and later by the League of Nations itself, to try 
to reach a social and economic solution of the coal problem. 

Similarly, when the World Migration Congress met in 
London in 1926, the International Federation of Trade Unions 
had recourse to the assistance of the International Labour 
Office and used its material in support of a demand that the 
International Labour Organisation should follow a bolder 
and more aC#ve policy in the matter of workers' migration. 
The renewal of activity described above waS the result of this 
resolution. 

Finally, in 1929 the International Federation of Textile Workers, 
at its Congress in Ghent, requested the Office to carry out its 
proposed enquiry into conditions of work in the principal 
textile industties. 

These facts have been chosen from among many others as 
examples to show that between 1924 and 1930 the relations 
between the Organisation and the trade union movement in
creased steadily in volume and strength. At first they were. con
lined to simple requests for information, but soon they turned 
into definite attempts at collaboration for the protection of the 
workers. Following the transport workers, the miners and 
textile workers, the federations of workers in the wood, glass, 
food and metal industries, and in agriculture, have in turn made 
usc of their opportunity to prout by the resources of the Inter-
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national Labour Organisation for the collection of information 
and active collaboration. 

II •. RELATIONS WITH THE CHRISTIAN TRADS UNIONS 

T'" Intlrlllltiona/ 
F.tkration of 

ChriJliall 
Trillk UfliollJ' 

In June 1920 a congress of Christian trade 
unions held at The Hague founded an Inter
national Federation. Even before the War 
these unions had had an international secre
tariat at Cologne. By 1920 they had acquired a 
substantial membership in Austria, Belgium, 

Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Luxem
burg, the Netherlands, Poland, Spain and Switzerland. At the 
first two Sessions of the International Labour Conference, in 
Washington and Genoa, several delegations included repre
sentatives of the Christian trade unions as advisers. The move
ment was already gaining power. 

The International Labour Office sent a representative to The 
Hague Congress in 1920, as well as to the congress of the most 
important branch of the new Federation-the Federation of 
German Christian Trade Unions-held in Essen. After a delega
tion of the International Federation had visited the Office in 
May 1921, the Director appointed a special official to maintain 
regular relations with the Christian trade union movement. The 
International Labour Office was thus in a position to draw the 
attention of the Christian unions to the International Labour 
Organisation and its work. 

Hardly had these relations been opened when 
a first difficulty arose. For the Third Session 
of the Conference, in 1921, the Netherlands 

Government had designated as workers' delegate a repre
sentative of the Netherlands Catholic unions who was at the 
same time General Secretary of the International Federation of 
Christian Trade Unions. The International Federation of Trade 
Unions. of Amsterdam protested at the Conference against the 
credentials of this delegate. The matter was not finally settled 
until 1921 by the advisory opinion given by the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, which recognised the regularity 
of the procedure followed by the Netherlands Government. 
Even before the Session opened and the official protest was 
made by. the Amsterdam International, the Director of the 
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International Labour Office had tried to bring about an agree
ment between the two Federations. 

In the meantime, the second International Congress of Christ
ian Trade Unions held at Innsbruck in June 191.1 demanded 
"fair" representation on the different organs of the International 
Labour Organisation. Now, the constitution of the Organisation 
does not provide expressly for the representation of trade union 
minorities. It merely allows the Office on occasion to apply a 
sort of moral corrective to the strict rule of majority representa
tion: for instance, when setting up committees which are more 
or less independent of the official machinery of the Organisation. 
For the official bodies, it will be recalled that the delegates to 
the Conference are designated by the Governments, the members 
of the Workers' Group of the Governing Body by the Wqrkers' 
Group of the Conference, and the worker members of the official" 
committees by the Workers' Group of the Governing Body. 

So far, therefore, the Christian unions have not obtained the 
official position they desire in the Organisation. But the publica
tion of the advisory opinion ot the Permanent Coutt has led 
other Governments to follow the example of the Netherlands 
Government and to designate representatives of the Christian 
unions as workers' delegates or advisers to the Conference. In 
this way, as well as through the unofficial committees and the 
direct relations of the International Labour Office with the 
organisations themselves, collabora.tion has been made possible 
and has been found fruitful. 

Few congresses of Christian unions have been 
TIM First RuNlts held without touching on the International 
of Collaboratio" Labour Organisation. They have passed resolu-

tions in favour of the ratification of Conven
tions, or demanded the inclusion of certain special questions in 
the agenda of the Conference, or expressed demands more or 
less closely connected with the work and aims of the Organisation • 

.&; early as 19Z1 the Innsbruck Congress adopted a wide 
economic programme, in which it gave the International Labour 
Organisation a place of its own. The International Federation 
of Christian AgrIcultural Workers' Unions, the International 
Federation of Christian Miners' Unions, the International 
Federation of Christian Factory, TrallSport and Food Workers' 
Unions, the International Federation of Christian Railwaymen's 
Unions have in turn displayed an interest in the activities of the 
L~~ y 
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International Labow: Organisation. Following the example oj 
the Amsterdam Federation, the Federation of Christian Textile 
Workers' Unions is assisting the Office in its enquiry into con· 
ditions of work in the textile industry. 

Here again relations with the International Labow: Organisa· 
tion arc established under the twofold head of documentatiolJ 
and collaboration. 

m. RELATIONS WITH OTHER TRADB UNIONS 

The Italian Federation of National Corpora
'fhl Fa.uisl UniDIU tions, which at first represented the trade 

unions in the new' Fascist movement, took 
part in the work of the International Labow: Conference in 1912 
through the medium of a workers' adviser. The Fascist Party 
having come to power, the President 'of 'the Federation has 
presided over the Italian workers' delegation since t1ie Fifth 
Session of the Conference in 1923. This was the rule for several 
years, even after the Act of April 3rd, 19,6, which determines 
the legal status of the unions, up to the date on which the joint 
Federation of Fascist Workers was replaced by seven autonomous 
national federations, each with its own president. Since then the 
Italian workers have been represented at the Conference by one 
of these presidents. 

Relations between the International Labow: Office and the 
Fascist unions have been quite normal: an exchange of documents 
and information on both sides; on the part of the Office, a 
thorough study of Fascist trade union institutions, the publication 
of descriptions of their work, visits, etc. ; on the part of the Fascist 
unions, the creation of a special section for relations with the 
Office, and a critical study of its work. 

At every Session of the Conference since 19'3 the Workers' 
Group has protested against the credentials of the Italian 
workers' delegate, but the majority of the Conference has 
always accepted those credentials. 

The Australian trade union movement had 
'fhl UniDIU of IhI occasionally been in touch with the Office 
BritiJh D01lliniDIU before 19'4, but it was not until after that 

year that more continuous relations were 
established. In 192 ~ an Australian workers' delegate attended 
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the Seventh Session of the International Labour Conference. 
In 19'7 the Australasian Council of Trade Unions took steps to 
ensure a more co-ordinated system of appointing workers' 
delegates to the International Labour Conference. The Australian 
trade unions have at times been attracted to Moscow and the 
Pan-Pacific Secretariat, but they now seem to be entering on a 
path that will bring them closer to the International Labour 
Organisation. 

From the Union of South Mrica, workers' delegates have 
attended nearly all the Sessions of the International Labour 
Conference. The South African Industrial and Commercial 
Workers' Union, an organisation of native workers, is affiliated 
to the International Federation of Trade Unions. The proposal 
to amalgamate the two main organisations of white workers, 
the Cape Federation of Labour and the South Africa Trades 
Union Congress, has lately been carried out. 

In Canada, the Trades and Labour Congress has collaborated 
with the Organisation from its inception. It has always had 

. delegates at the Conference and on the Governing Body. The 
satisfactory relations with the Canadian workers call for no 
comment. 

A simi1ar interest has been displayed by the New Zealand 
unions. The Alliance of Labour, which since its congress held 
at Wellington in the spring of 19'7 has gained in prestige 
and authority, makes much use of the publications and docu
mentation of the International Labour Office in the course of 
its activities. 

TIH UniOlfS of 
thr Far Btut 

In Japan, organised seamen, workers in 
arsenals, State employees, officers in the 
mercantile marine, and the JapaneseFederation 
of Labour together form a solid block . of 

300,000 workers, among whom the influence of the programme 
of the International Labour Organisation is gradually making 
itself felt. 

From China, complete delegations have recently taken 
part in the work of the International Labour Conference, 
thus enabling representatives of Chinese labour to estimate 
the importance and efficacy of the work of the Organisation. 
Any increase in the co-ordination of the trade union move
ment of that vast country will lead to closer contact with the 
Organisation. 
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In Latin America, relations were opened by 
Tin Am,ri,an way of per$onal correspondence with certain 

Unions trade union leaders. The opportunities for 
establishing contact have since been increased 

by the publications of the Office issued in Spanish. This applies 
to Argentina, Chile, Bruil, Uruguay, Cuba and the Central 
American States. In the Argentine Republic, a central trade 
union federation is afIiliated to the International Trade Union 
Federation and accepts the programme of the International 
Labour Organisation. 

From Mexico, workers' representatives have attended certain 
Sessions of the International Labour Conference as observers. 

In the United States, the American Federation of Labor has 
always kept in touch with the International Labour Office. Its 
late President, Mr. Samuel Gompers, was a friend of the Organisa
tion, and relations have continued since his death. The present 
President of the Federation declared at the Toronto Congress 
in 1929 that Samuel Gompers had been an enthusiastic supporter 
of the International Labour Organisation and had firmly expected 
that some day the American Federation of Labor would be 
officially represented in it. 

This survey of the labour world may be terminated by noting 
that the International Labour Office is in touch with the trade 
union federations of Palestine, Egypt and the Dutch East Indies. 

IV. RELATIONS WITH TRADB UNIONS OF SPllCIAL GROUPS 

OF WORKERS 

It will be recalled that when Part xm of the 
S'IZIII", Treaty of Versailles was being drafted the 

International Seafarers' Federation-in which 
most of the European seamen's unions were then grouped 
about the organisations in Great Britain and the United States 
of America~ked that there should be a special institution for 
the regUlation of conditions. of work at sea. In this form their 
demand could not be approved as a practical proposition, but 
within the general framework of the Organisation seamen have 
in actual fact obtained a special position which is by no means 
negligible. The creation of a Joint Maritime Commission and a 
special tecPnical service, the work of four Sessions of the Con-
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ference, three of."which took the form of special Maritime Con
ferences, and seven Draft Conventions, which have obtained 
I u ratifications, are eloquent proof of the attempts made and 
the results achieved on behalf of seamen. 

It seems therefore that collaboration with the seamen's leaders 
ought to have been easy. Yet there have been difficulties, for 
although all have recognised that the Office could assist them, 
there has not been the same nnanimity on the action to be expected 
of it. Some organisations have doubted whether the best way of 
achieving their demands was to develop legislative action in 
every country. Some of them, in Anglo-Saxon or Scandinavian 
countries, being firmly convinced that the Governments should 
meddle as little as possible in maritime questions, would in 
certain cases have preferred that the Office should intetvCl).e only 
in order to lead to further agreement with shipowners. Others; 
believing above all in the virtue of direct action, were inclined 
to make use of the international negotiations as an opportunity 
to accentuate the clash between interests or classes. There has 
been a more or less conscious conflict between these various 
tendencies, which has been intensified by the splits in various 
national and international federations and even by personal 
disagreements. 

The unity, and therefore the strength, of the International 
Seafarers' Federation has in fact often suffered. The International 
Federation of Transport Workers, which now groups most of 
the national unions, won them over only by degrees. The im
portant British organisation of seamen is still outside, just as it 
has for long been outside the Trades Union Congress. Similarly, 
in the case of officers, the International Association of Mercantile 
Marine Officers, which was not formed until 19Z', has not had 
time, in spite of the rapidity of its progress, to attract all the 
existing organisations and put a stop to the divisions that still 
hamper joint action. Notwithstanding the importance of these 
two great international organisations and their devotion to the 
work of the Office, it was necessary to obtain the support of 
independent or purely national associations such as the British 
unions of seamen and ships' officers, the Italian Fascist Federa
tion and the Christian unions of seamen and fishermen in various 
countries. The Office, by wholehearted devotion to the accom
plishment of its task, has finally succeeded in gaining the con
fidence and good-will of nearly all. 
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AgrlaIllllf'a 
WorMS 

During 19"0 and 1911 two international fede
rations of agricultural workers were formed, 
one affi1iated to the International Federation 
of Trade Unions, the other to the International 

Federation of Christian Unions. 
The first of these, the International Land Workers' Federation, 

which is the larger and more active, held its fourth Congress at 
Geneva in September 19"6, precisely for the pUIpose of entering 
into closer touch with the International Labour Organisation. 
The thIee resolutions it voted on that occasion made an appeal 
to the Organisation or related to the work done or in progress. 
Since then, relations with the two Federations have been normal, 
and have naturally helped the International Labour Office to 
keep in touch with the national federations. 

On several occasions agricultural workers, not content with 
applying to the Office for information and support in the matter 
of International Labour Conventions, have asked for its assistance 
in obtaining admission to the other institutions of the League of 
Nations which deal with agricultural matters; for instance, the 
Sub-Committee of Agricultural Experts, which forms an advisory 
institution of the Economic Committee. Thanks to the Office, 
this request was ultimately granted. 

Proju.n.",,1 
WorMS 

The relations of the International Labour 
Organisation with the organisations of pro
fessional workers cannot be said to have taken 
shape until the International Federation of 

Professional Workers was founded in April 1913. This new 
institution soon felt the need of being in close touch with the 
International Labour Office. At its second Congress, held in 
Paris in December 19"3, it instructed its Secretary-General to get 
into touch with the International Labour Office with a view to 
establishing permanent relations. The various national and inter
national organisations of professional workers that have since 
sprung up or developed have tried to establisb similar relations. 

The International Federation of Journalists, the International 
Federation of Authors and Composers and the Federation of 
Unions of Professional Workers were formed in 19"6, followed 
by the International Professional Association of Medical Men, 
the International Union of Dramatic Artistes, the World Theatre 
Society, etc. By 19"7 there were forty-Jive of these bodies in 
existence, and they have all established relations with the Inter-
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national Labour Office. During this initial period nearly all of 
them expressed a wish that the International, Labour Organisa
tion should admit them and protect their interests, for they were 
not always quite clear as to the legal conditions underlying the 
work of the Geneva institutions. This in itself was proof of the 
need for creating a lasting link between these organisations and 
the International Labour Office, so that the latter could under
stand them and they in turn could learn to know and understand 
the Office. . 

Following on its third Congress in Paris in 1925, the Inter
national Federation of Professional Workers addressed a letter 
to the Governing Body of the International Labour Office, in 
which it suggested, in accordance with a Resolution of the 
International' Labour Conference, that professional workers 
should be included as experts in the delegations of the most 
representative associations of workers or the Goverru;nent. 
delegations at the Sessions of the Conference. This was a' first 
attempt to give a legal basis to the relations between the Inter
national Labour Organisation and the organisations of pro
fessional workers. The very delicate question of the representa
tion of these workers in the Organisation was not finally settled 
until 1927. At the end of 1926, the Italian Government Delegate 
on the Governing Body proposed that it should set up a 
Committee on Professional Workers. The principle of this 
suggestion was approved, and in 1927 the Committee was 
actually created. 

Relations with the professional workers' organisations thus 
entered on a new stage. Up to then, what had been sought was 
mainly a method of collaboration; thenceforward, collaboration 
has existed and proved fruitful. The various professional workers' 
organisations, in constant touch with the International Labour 
Office, draw the attention of the Advisory Committee to the 
questions of the day; they make reasoned proposals and carry 
out preparatory enquiries that greatly facilitate the work of the 
Office. Reference may be made for instance to the work done 
on these lines by the International Federation of Journalists for 
that profession, and in general by the International Federation 
of Professional Workers in such difficult questions as those 
raised by employees' inventions or the placing in employment 
of theatrical performers. 

Relations with' the various organisations of professional 
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workers are now well established. This does not mean, however, 
that all difficulties have been removed. As will be clear from the 
debates that took place at' the Congress of the International 
Federation of Professional Workers at The Hague in 1919, some 
concern was expressed at the creation by the International Labour 
Office of a Committee on Salaried Employees, whim they feared 
would tend to undermine the organisations of professional 
workers. Experience has shown these fears to be exaggerated. 
The work done by the Advisory Committee on Professional 
Workers at its second Session in December 1929 was sufficient 
to convince' the professional workers' organisations that it was 
indispensable for them to enter into even closer touch with the 
International Labour Organisation. 

. During the last few years the activities of 
salaried employees, though connected with 
those of the workers, have developed in a 
field of their own.' In lnany countries em
ployees have organised more slowly, and they 

SaIari,tI 
Employ,,, IIIIti 
Cirlil S ""lIIIts 

have not always been able to obtain the benefits of sociallegisla
tion. Before the War, especially in countries where collective 
agreements were not the custom, no measures had been taken 
to protect the hours of work of salaried employees, the hygienic 
conditions in shops and offices, or the work ot women and 
children. As soon as employees understood the need of co
operating more closely for the protection of their professional 
interests, they acted accordingly, at first independently of other 
workers. 

Another factor is that since the War the proportion of salaried 
employees to workers has increased in nearly all undertakings 
as a consequence of rationalisation. The employees have had 
more and more to do with the management· of the undertaking 
and have been given greater responsibility and power of initiative. 
Here is yet another reason in their eyes for no longer submitting 
to conditions of work and life that in many cases arc worse than 
those of manual workers. The result is that the organisations of 
salaried" employees have recently made great progress; their 
aggregate membership is now about two millions. These organ
isations soon understood' the need for international action. It is 
true that there had to be mum adjustment before relations with 
the International Labour Office became regular and profitable. 
Employees were grouped in organisations representing three 
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illif"erent shades of opinion: "free" upions, Christian unions 
and neutral unions, which were not necessarily in agreement with 
each other. The situation called for an attempt at establishing an 
understanding on questions of common interest. The first step 
was taken at Montreux, at a meeting organised in connection 
with the first Congress of the International Association for 
Social Progress, held in September 1926. A programme was 
drawn up, the details of which have been described elsewhere. 
It has also been shown above that in 1930 the Cbnference adopted 
a Drafr Convention and three Recommendations concerning 
hours of work. The organisations of salaried employees, however, 
have constantly demanded permanent representation in the 
International Labour Office. The fact is that they are not repre
sented on the Governing Body nor on the Advisory Committee 
on Professional Workers. In February i929, the German GOvern
ment delegate on the Governing Body submitted to it a proposal. 
for the appointment of an advisory committee on salaried 
employees. This proposal gave rise to prolonged discussion and 
was finally adopted in June 1929. The functions of the Committee 
have been defined as follows: "The Committee on Salaried 
Employees shall serve as a basis for the consultation of employees 
in questions concerning them and for permanent contact with 
their organisations." This Committee, which consists of twelve 
employee members, three representatives of the Governing 
Body, and two representatives of employers, was to hold its first 
meeting early in 193 I. . 

Civil servants and salaried employees in public 
PMbIi, Ser1IllIIts services have displayed increasing interest 

in the work of the International Labour 
Office. As in the case of private employees, the Director 
of the· Office, when making a selection of the questions COD

cerning civil servants, on two occasions consulted persons 
connected with the international organisations of civil servants, 
employees in the postal, telegraph and telephone services, 
teachers, and employees in municipal public services. This 
collaboration is purely technical. Several studies have already 
been made relating to the regulation of the hours of work of 
civil servants, maternity leave for women officials, the working 
of bodies set up to ensure collaboration between public depart
ments and their staffs, and the welfare institutions set up by 
organisations of public servants. 
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• 
In certain countries, handicraftsmell nave f6r 

Hantlicra!fslRtn a long time had their own organisations. In 
others, the movement towards organisation is 

beginning, and special legislation is being prepared to regulate 
and somet:irdes to protect handicrafts <>f all kinds and degrees. 

In all those countries where they have a long tradition of 
craftsmanship, or where handicrafts are now being revived, 
craftsmen are anxious to ascertain the conditions under which 
their fellows live and work in other lands. As they do not yet 
possess a well-established international organisation, they natur
ally turn to the International Labour Office for information on 
social questions. In addition, their organisations, in safeguarding 
the interests of their members, are confronted with various 
problems, some of which relate to handicrafts as such, others to 
production and labour in general. Hence they take a growing 
interest in the activities of the International Labour Conference, 
sometimes not unmixed with a certain anxiety. -A desire has been 
expressed for collaboration and for some means of influencing 
the decisions of the Conference. 

On two occasions already, in 19d and 1919, the National 
Congress of French Craftsmen voiced this desire, which was 
reiterated in 1919 at a small conference attended by Belgian, 

_ Fr~nch and Italian representatives. This desire is manifested 
chiefiy by countries where handicrafts are being revived, while 
other countries, especially Germany, encourage the Office to 
continue its investigations into craftsmen's problems. As a 
matter of fact, the Office had begun, even before such requests 
were addressed to it, to collect material for giving information 
on the living and working conditions of craftsmen. The prob
l~ms concerning this class of workmen are bound up with those 
affecting production and labour in general. All of them are 
closely interrelated, each throwing light on the others, and 
developments in one direction having effects on conditions in 
all or nearly all others. Any kind of social regulation may have 
direct or indirect effects on undertakings in a scattered industry. 
It is in this spirit that a Sub-Committee of the Governing Body, 
with the assistance of experts on craftsmen's problems, is carrying 
out this work of investigation. 



CHAPTER m 

RELATIONS WITH EMPLOYERS' ORGANISATIONS 

One of the .reasons that may help to· explain 
Tin Attiflllk the extreme caution that has often been ob-
0] EmPMY", served in the attitude of the representatives of 

employers' organisations when faced with the 
question of labour legislation and with problems of social policy 
in general is no doubt to be found in their self-declared obliga
tion to protect the interests of production. This obligatiQn has 
been very clearly defined, as it appears to have been understood· 
by employers in all countries, by Mr. Carlier, Belgian employers' . 
delegate (and for many years Employers' Vice-President of the 
Governing Body of the International Labour Office), when he 
said at the Fourth Session of the Conference in 1912: "The 
spirit which animated the employers at Washington, and which 
is the spirit of Part xm of the Treaty of Peace, still lives in 
them. Employers have never departed from their determination 
to do everything in their power to improve the lot of their fellow
workers nationally as regards their own individual countries and 
also internationally through the medium of the Permanent Inter
national Labour Organisation. But it must not be forgotten that 
it is above all with employers that rests the responsibility of 
providing the means of national existence. It is not upon defi
cient. production nor upon production at excessive cost that a 
nation can live, and it is not from these that a Government can 
provide the-means of maintaining State services." 

I. CoLLABORATION IN THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR 

ORGANISATION 

This state of mind did not necessarily entail a purely negative 
and prejudiced attitude on all questions. Cases may be noted in 
which the Employers' Group as a whole or some of its members 
have made interesting suggestions. It was, for instance, on the 
initiative of the Employers' Group of the Governing Body, and 
in particular of the Italian delegate, that it was decided in 1920 
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to make an enquiry into production. At the Eleventh Session of 
the Conference, in 1928, the French employers' delegate sketched 
in outline a.positive programme of action for the International 
Labour Office. . 

The reports of the Director of the International Labour Office 
to the Conference are evidence of the evolution in industrial 
relations that has been described above, which is tending towards 
systematic and reasoned collaboration between the two principal 
factors of production, both within undertakings and in the 
national field. In Great Britain there has been the so-called 
Mond-Turner Conference: similar steps have been taken in some 
of the British Dominions. In Sweden there has been the Social 
Peace Conference. In the Old World, as in the New, there have 
been other manifestations, which, without attracting so much 
attention, have still made their contribution to the estab
lishment of that peace which it is hoped may be built up on 
the ruins of the past. . 

Direct and normal relations with employers 
Thl Ilflll'llldional were much facilitated and improved by the 
OrgtmiJalion of 

Employ"! 
creation in March 1920 of the International 
Organisation of Industrial Employers. The 
aim of this Organisation is "the study in com

mon of all social problems affecting industry and labour through
out the world, and in particular the study and preliminary 
investigation of all questions dealt with or capable of being dealt 
with by the International Labour Conference and the Interna
tional Labour Office." With its active and enlightened secretariat, 
this Organisation speedily became a most effective interpreter 
between the International Labour Office and the world of 
employers. 

All, or nearly all, the employers on the Governing Body and 
their substitutes are members of the Executive Committee of the 
International Organisation, and at the same time have leading 
positions in the affiliated national organisations. The result is 
that the representation in the International Labour Organisation 
of the interests of employers in the States Members of the League 
of Nations is as complete and authoritative as could be desired. 
. Working in close touch with the International Organisation of 

Employers there is a Central Office of the Employers' Federa
tions of the Northern Countries, which was set up in Brussels 
in 19u. .. 
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During 19z9 the Federation of Japanese Chambers of Com
merce appointed a representative in Europe with the special duty 
of keeping in touch with the Organisation of Employers and the 
International Labour Organisation. 

To-day the Organisation of Industrial Employers also has the 
duty of representing and defending the interests of agricul
tural employers. For maritime questions, the centralisation of 
employers' interests is in the hands of the International 
Shipping Federation. 

As regards the International Labour Office, 
the Director opened in 19ZZ a special service 
to maintain relations with the international 
organisations of employers and some of the 
national federations affiliated to them. From 

The S"..i" for 
&l4ti041 "Alith 

EmpIOYIrJ' 
Organisations 

time to time these national centres have sent· 
temporary workers to the service, and they have thus obtained 
a closer acquaintance with the work of the International Labour 
Office. 

Furthermore, during the last two years the International 
Labour Office has established relations with international organi
sations of employers with which it had previously not been in 
touch: the international federations for the building, woollen, 
cotton and silk industries, associa~ons of employers in the 
transport industry, motor-car manufacturers, publishers, hotel 
and restaurant keepers, managers of cinemas, etc. It has followed 
the publications of the technical Press, most of which are con
nected with the employers' movement. Finally, it gives informa
tion in its publications on the employers' associations and their 
opinions. 

These particulars concerning employers' organisations appear 
periodically in Indsulritzl and Laboflr Information and the Intmra
tioll4l LabOfir Revi.." which has published articles on employers' 
organisations in the northern countries, Germany, France and 
Italy. Finally, in 19z6, the International Labour Office published 
a DiretlrJry of Employers' Organisations, concerning which the 
General Confederation of French Production and the Union of 
Metal and Mining Industries have stated that "it was the most 
interesting attempt hitherto made to give in concise and orderly 
forfi!. a general survey of employers' organisations in France and 
elsewhere." 
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II. RELATIONS WITH CERTAIN SPECIAL GROUPS OF EMpLOYERS 

Under the heading of relations with workers, 
SbipDllfters the importance and difficulty of the maritime 

relations of the Office on the labour side have 
been described. On the employers' side, the difficulties have been 
greater, though different in origin. 

Here the International Labour Organisation was faced from 
the first by powerful and decided economic organisations. In 
point of fact, it had to deal mainly with one federation only, 
specially responsible for labour questions, namely, the Interna
tional Shipping Federation, which groups around the British 
Shipping Federation most of the national ~hipowners' associa
tions, besides being in touch with non-affiliated groups. 

It was no doubt II great moral satisfaction to the Office when, 
-immediately after the failure of Genoa, shipowners consented to 
continue discussing with seamen the questions of hours of work 
at sea under the chairmanship of the Director. But the dIscussion 
was broken off, and a movement against the Office became evi
dent, which even threatened to turn into the adoption of a hostile 
attitude as a matter of principle irrespective of the aims pursued 
by the International Labour Organisation. Since then, the rask 
of btinging the shipowners into the work of the Organisation 
has often proved ungrateful; but it conld never be, and has 
never been, abandoned. 

How far have the untiring efforts of the Office succeeded? 
The quality of its technical work has often received public 
recognition. In the Joint Maritime Commission, members of the 
shipowners' group have in certain cases displayed a spirit of 
conciliation and agreed to enquire into the most suitable methods 
of preparing the material for the Sessions of the Conference. 
Similarly, most national organisations have effectively assisted 
in centralising infortnation. But any extension of protective 
legislation for seamen has met with obstinate resistance. This is a 
case in which special stress has been laid on the argument that 
national agreements between the parties directly concerned 
should suffice. When the Conference turned to the discussion of 
hours of work at sea, the problem of collaboration arose in an 
acute form. Even more than seamen, shipowners had always 
maintained that questions affecting their industry should be 
dealt wit~ at special Sessions of the Conference with an exclu-
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sively maritime agenda and so composed as to represent only 
countries and organisations r~y concerned in maritime ques
tions. At the Thirteenth Session, the composition of the British 
delegation was used by the shipowners as a pretext for the intro
duction of a resolution, declaring that for maritime conferences 
the designation of the non-Government delegates should be 
made in agreement with the most representative organisations of 
shipowners and seamen. On the rejection of this resolution, the 
Employers' Group declared its intention of not taking any further 
part in the work of the Conference, and prolonged negotiations 
were needed before it agreed to return and the work of the 
Session could be completed in a calmer atmosphere. 

What are the prospects for the near future? Judging only 
from certain shipping periodicals, which too often cond~ not 
only the eight-hour day but nearly all the work of the Organisa
tion, some anxiety would appear to be justified. Ten years' experi
ence have shown, however, that very often a spirit of concilia
tion, maintained in the face of all difficulties, can ultimately 
overcome the most stubborn opposition. 

AgrittdfllraJ 
EmplD.Jers 

It was during the Third Session of the Inter
national Labour Conference in 1921 that the 
idea arose of forming an international organi
sation to represent employers in agriculture-

an idea that had previously been discussed by the International 
Organisation of Industrial Employers. In 19U, the International 
Farmers' Union was founded for the purpose~~of studying ques
tions of agricultural labour. Its secretarial work was entrusted to 
the National Farmers' Union of Great Britain. The only occasion 
on which this organisation really came into touch with the Office 
was the meeting held by its Executive in 1928 at Geneva in con
nection with the Eleventh Session of the International Labour 
Conference, when the question arose of the possible inclusion of 
agriculture in the Recommendation on the prevention of indus
trial accidents. 

In 1927, the Union came into conflict with the International 
Commission of Agriculture, then being reorganised, as will be 
described below, on a question of competence. The matter was 
at last settled in December 1929 by an agreement that when a 
question of agricultural labour came up for discussion at Geneva, 
the two institutions should consult each other before taking any 
action. 
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The number of institutions affiliated to the International 
Farmers' Union was never very great, and some of them were 
dissolved after they had joined; for instance, the Danish Farmers' . 
Uriion. In May 1930 the International Union itself decided to 
dissolve at a meeting held in Paris. Since then the International 
Organisation of Industrial Employers again considers itself to be 
the representative of the interests of agricultural employers with 
respect to the Geneva institutions. 

In the meantime, the International Commission of Agriculture, 
which was set up some forty years ago, had been reconstituted. 
In 19ZI, when the question of the-competence of the Interna
tional Labour Office in the matter of agricultural labour was 
taken to the International Court at The Hague, the Commission 
was among those who denied that competence. But it loyally 
accepted the decision in favour of the Office. Although the 
prejudice of agricultural employers against the Office gradually 
disappeared, the relations between _ the Commission and the 
International Labour Office remained for some time purely 
formal. It was not until the question arose of reorganising the 
Commission so as to make it truly representative of agricultural 
organisations in many countries that collaboration became 
effective. At the meeting of the Commission held in Vienna in 
1928 an address was given by the Director of the Office on "Agri
culture and the International Labour Organisation," after which a 
resolution was adopted declaring that "the International Com
mission of Agriculture is ready to take 1\11 active part in the work 
of realising systematic collaboration between all the bodies 
which deal with agricultural interests, more especially in colla
boration with the International Labour Office as regards all 
questions of agricultural labour and social questions." At the 
meeting held at Bucharest in 1 929, the Executive of the Commis
sion was instructed to set up a special committee for studying 
questions of labour in agriculture. The Executive considered 
this decision in 1930 and proposed to set up the committee in the 
near future. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION 
AND VARIOUS SOCIAL INSTITUTIONS 

THE organisations or institutions with· social interests or aims 
which have come into touch with the International Labour 
Organisation during the lase ten years are legion, and they can
not all be men~oned here. From the first the Organisation has 
naturally maintained relations with the International Federation 
of League of Nations Societies, which a few years ago set ~p an 
Economic and Social ·Committee whose resolutions help the 
Organisation year by year by indicating the support and trends 
of an enlightened public opinion. Similarly, the Red Cross has 
never ceased to be in sympathetic touch with the International 
Labour Office. This is also true of numbers of international 
associations of students of varying shades of opinion and denomi
nations interested in the League of Nations. 

The present chapter will consider in rather more detail the 
relations of the International Labour Organisation with those 
private institutions whos.e aims and methods of work are more or 
less directly related to its own. 

I. ORGANISATIONS FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS 

Since the International Association for Social 
Till I"/lf'If4ti.1fIIi Progress was set up in 1921 as an outcome of 
Auori.ti." for 
Sorial Pf'DU'lSS 

the Congress on Social Policy held at Prague 
in 1924, the Office has established with it 
constant and useful working relationships. 

As provided by the rules of the Association, the Office, like 
several Governments, has been regularly represented at each of 
its meetings, where questions closely concerning the Interna
tional Labour Organisation have been thoroughly and com
petendy discussed: accident prevention, social insurance, pro
tection Qf salaried employees, credit control as a remedy for 
unemployment, unemployment insurance, the status of foreign 
workers, the social Cffects of rationalisation, protection of the 
~~~ z 
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family, riiising of the school age, methods of r~uneration, 
international migration. On all these questions the Association 
has done pioneer work, preparing the way for the official action 
of the International Labour Organisation, in respect of which it 
plays a similar part to that played by the Federation of League of 
Nations Societies in 1espect of the League. 

This close collaboration is not surprising ~hen it is remem
bered that the Association for Social Progress was the result of 
the amalgamation of the three great international social "rgani
sations in existence before the Wat, which specialised respectivcly 
in the questions of labour legislation, unemployment and social 
insurance, and acted as forerunners in the field of activity defined 
by Part XliI of the Treaty of Versailles. 

The Office has also· received useful support 
Olh". IIfJlil1lliofU froIl) the International Conference of Private 
.r Soria/ P"'lI"" Associations for the Protection of Migrants, 

which was formed UrI914 and numbers some 
fifty associations of the most vatied kinds in Europe, America, 
and the Fat East. 

II. THE Co-oPERATIVE MOVEMENT 

The relations of the International Labour 
Co-opwllii.1f aM Organisation with co-operative organisations 
In Inlrrtt4lionaJ date back to its eatliest days, as was natural in 

LabOIl1' view of the similatity which exists, and which 
OrglllliJaliolf the co-operative organisations immediatcly 

perceived, between their aims and objects and 
the work assigned to the Organisation. Being in close touch 
with the interests of the workers by reason of the composition 
of the classes of persons forming their membership, co-operative 
societies of all sorts, urban and rural, have shown by their attitude 
towatds labour problems and by their achievements, which have 
so often anticipated legislation, that their members and the 
workers they employ ate associated in a common desire for 
emancipation and progress. 

By a unanimous decision of the Governing Body, taken 
at its Third Session (Match 1910), a special service was set 
up in the International Labour Office to collect information on 
the co-operative movement and to keep in touch with co
operative .organisations. This decision anticipated the intentions 
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of the International Labour Conference, which in two consecu
tive Sessions d,efined the programme of work of the Co-opention 
Service: to keep in touch with co-operative organisations so as 
to ensure the presentation of their point of view on the questions 
of interest to them submitted to the Conference, and to collect 
information on the varied forms and progress of the co-operative 
movement in different countries. 

Colkzborllli .. 
lllilb CA-Dptf'1lIitII 

Organi.IlIi.1IS 

The investigations of the Office have been 
effectively seconded by the collaboration of 
the co-opentive organisations themselves. By 
19:<2, it was already receiving some fifty 
periodicals of co-opentive federations; now 

the number is 'nearly 2.00. It also receives every year from 2.5° to 
500 publications and annual reports on co-opention. It has thus 
obtained information on 718 central co-opentive organisations 
in forty-eight different countries, comprising over 180,000 
societies and 6S million members. ' 

It should be added that the Office has not confined its in
vestigations to distributive and housing societies, which are of 
interest mainly to urban workers' households. It has extended 
them to all the fields covered by the movement and all forms of 
societies. Co-opentive organisations being often the onli or 
principal means of association of certain special groups or for 
certain important, if little-known, methods of production, the 
Office has been able to get into touch not only with peasant 
farmers, but with small rural industries, the many forms of home 
work, small traders, fishermen, etc. 

These multiple contacts have not only given the International 
Labour Office a better idl;!a of the structure of the co-operative 
movement in the different countries, but have helped it to under
stand more clearly the complex needs and aims of the movement, 
which are influenced alike by the aspirations of the masses, 
theoretical considerations and the practical work of manage
ment. It has learned the point of view of co-opentive organisa
tions on the questions concerning them and dealt with in en
quiries or Draft Conventions. As early as the Third Session of 
the Conference, in 19u, some delegations, such as those of 
Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Finland, Germany, Italy and the 
Netherlands, included representatives of co-opentive organi
sations. At nearly every subsequent Session this practice has 
been repeated. In '192.4, the- most representative co-opentive 
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organisations set up a Correspondence Committee of experts 
for their relations with the International Labo1J1' Office. This 
enabled co-operators to estimate from their o~ point of 
view the probable effects of the measures contemplated by 
the Organisation. 

The first occasion for consulting the members of this Com
mittee arose when the question of night work in bakeries was 
placed on the agenda of the Sixth Session in I9z4. The Inter
national Labour Office obtained definite expressions of opinion 
from co-operative organisations in many countries. Futthermore, 
representatives of the International Co-operative Alliance were 
able to convey the views of the movement on certain questions : 
night work in bakeries, utilisation of workers' spare time, etc. 

Similarly, the Internationil Labour. Office has been able to 
offer its services to co-operative organisations in their relations 
with the economic institutions of the League of Nations. In I9z6, 
when the Council of the League appointed t· committee to pre-. 
pare for the World Economic Conference, it convened two 
co-operators, members of the Central Committee of the Interna
tional Co-operative Alliance. In I 9z 7, the International Economic 
Conference itself ineluded a fair number of co-operators, among 
theJ;il the General Secretary of the Alliance. 

By its relations with all forms of co-operative organisations, 
the International Labour Office is in a position to help to har
monise the various tendencies of the movement. Without 
encroaching on the functions of the International Alliance, it has 
been able to promote the desire of co-operative societies to 
establish economic and general collaboration among themselves. 
During the next few years it will be one of the tasks of the Inter
national Labour Office; in conjunction with the Secretariat of the 
League of Nations, to support the agricultural and distributive 
co-operative societies in their efforts to link up, in a continuous 
chain, all the operations in which they are concerned and to 
eijprinate certain sources of waste in the process of distribution. 

Finally, the International Labour Office is in 
C.IJawlltiDll1lli1il touch with the co-operative study ce.ntres that 

ShII{y C"dm have been set up during the last few years for 
research into special questions: the S,flli1lll1' /iir 

GmosslflStha/fSllllSln of Halle University; the Horace Plunkett 
Foundation of London; the American Institute of Co-operation; 
the res~ departments of the great federations of Great 



The I,L.O; tIIIJ. V motu Sodal; Instihllions il7 

Britain, Germany, Sweden, Finland, Switzerland, etc., whose 
growing n..eed of information has made of them centres of inter
national study; the auxiliary bodies of the International Co
operative Alliance; the International Co-operative Wholesale 
Society, the International Co-operative Banking Committee, the 
International Women's Guild, the International Committee of 
Co-operative and Labour Insurance Societies, the International 
Co-operative Summer School. 

This variety of international centres of co-operative study is a 
satisfactory sign of growth, and each of the centres corresponds 
to a definite aim or meets a definite need. Still, the question arises 
whether better results would not be obtained by establishing 
closer and more continuous relations between them all. It would 
no doubt be useful to enquire into the possibility of ens]1ring, 
without prejudice to the independence of the different study 
centres, the collaboration of all in each particular field of re
search. The International Labour Office, true to the principles 
that inspire its action here as elsewhere, will do all in its power 
to promote more systematic relations and concentration of eifort. 

Womni J Work 
ill I'" TrtUil 

m. WOMEN'S ORGANISATIONS 
• 

All that has been said on the subject of trade 
unions applies also to women workers, since 
the principal international labour organisa-

Unio" MtnJ,mllll tions, the International Federation of Trade 
Unions of Amsterdam, the International 

Federation of Christian Trade Unions and the International 
Trade Secretariats include women in the same unions as men. 

The International Labour Organisation has attentively studied 
all the independent activities of women workers. The Office has 
followed all their congresses, taken part in their ~ork, assisted 
them in obtaining the documentation they needed, and whenever 
they have asked for information it has tried to give them s~s
faction. 

An attempt was made in 1919 by the United States National 
Union of Women's Trade Unions to organise women workers 
internationally and independently, but this attempt has not suc
ceeded. The Women's Federation so formed held two congresses, 
at Geneva in 19u and at Vienna in 19z3. But the majority of 
women workers in European countries were not in favour of 
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trade union organisation for women distinct from the general 
organisations, and the Federation was dissolved after the Vienna 
Congress. Nevertheless, in order to represent women;s. interests 
in the workers' organisations, an International Women Workers' 
Committee was set up in its place and attached to the International 
Federation of Trade Unions of Amsterdam. In the national 
unions, too, the tendency is gaining ground to entrust the 
spec;ial interests of women to women's committees. In the 
Federation of Christian Trade Unions a committee entitled 
"Christian Women's Social Work" deals with questions rdating 
to the organisation of Christian women workers. 

Except in some of the northern countries, where 'Women 
workers do not yet suffer so severely from the effects of indus
trial' development as in the great industrial countries, women 
trade unionists have, whenever an occasion arose, always ex
pressed their desire that the protection given to women by the 
International Conventions should be maintained, and have even 
demanded its extension. 

RJlaJion.t IlIith 
Other WOIllm'S 

The feminist movement, which before the 
War concentrated principally on obtaining the 
right to vote, developed after the War-the 

Organisation.t right to vote having been won by women in 
most of the great countries of Europe and 

America~ programme of "action covering all important social 
problems. Among these, protective legislation for women holds 
a predominant place. 

In consequence, the International Labour Office, which from 
the first was in close touch with the organisations of women 
workers, also established direct rdations with the great interna
tional women's organisations, such as the International Council 
of Women, the International Alliance of Women for Suffrage 
and Equal Citizenship, the Young Women's Christian Associa
tion, the International Girls' Friendly Society, the International 
Co1olllcil of Nurses, the International Federation of University 
Women, the International Committee of Social Service Schools, 
the Permanent Committee of International Women's Organisa
tions, ·etc. 

These women's organisations' usually take a lively interest in 
the Conventions adopted by the International Labour Con
ference. In certain feminist circles, however, the problems of 
protective .legislation for women workers are regarded from a 
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point of view different flom that held by the women workers 
themselves. The primary objective is considered "to be the 
attainment of .absolute equality in conditions as between men 
and women, whatever the conditions may be. This tendency 
resulted in 19z9 in the formation of a new international organisa
tion, the Open Door International, which aims at the economic 
emancipation of women workers by the absolute equalisation of 
the conditions of employment of the two sexes. 

In seeking contact with all the social forces that may be em
ployed and co-ordinated for the success of its work, the Office 
can observe but one principle, untrammeIled by the conflict of 
theories, and that is to aefend the Conventions adopted by the 
International Labour Conference and work for their ascendancy. 
Inspired by this principle, it carries out its task with all the more 
ardour and faith for being convinced that the protection of 
women workers, together with the protection of children, and. 
insurance against invalidity and old age, constitutes the inost 
humane and generous part of the programme entrusted to it. 

IV. RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS 

The' International Labour Office has followed in a spirit of wide 
sympathy the activities of religious bodies, on whose attention 
social problems have a strong claim. 

The great movement which was originated in 
The Inter/Ultiona/ the Roman Catholic Church by the Encyclical 

Catholi. RnNIII Novartllll of 1891 has proved extremely 
Organisations fruitful. This Catholic labour charter has in-

spired a number of associations, which aim at 
establishing social equity. Not only does it express the "current 
doctrine" confirmed in turn by the Popes succeeding Leo XI;lI; 
but the Catholic hierarchy, faced with the changed and unfore
seen conditions of the last few years and the economic conflicts 
of the War and post-War periods, has applied itself to completing 
and expanding the traditional teaching on SUI questions as an 
adequate wage, social insurance, the intervention of the law, 
trade unionism and mutual understanding between capital and 
labour. Even when so limited by traditional principles, the field 
of enquiry remains a very large one, in which Catholics, both 
thinkers and men of action, may develop their work on their own 
responsibility in the face of changing industrial conditions; and 
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thus a variety a( tendencies have beeq produced, though always 
within the framework of the Encyclical, and schools of thought 
have been formed with a special interest in the maintenance of 
international human solidarity. 

Catholics as such have been able to p~cipate in the work of 
labour protection defined by Part XIII and in the aspirations of 
which it is the outcome. In May 1919, in the course of the cere
mony in which the Catholics of Rome celebrated the anniversaty 
of the Encyclical RmlfII N/JIJartlfII, Father BaldU2zi, Director and 
Secretary of the Catholic Institute, referred to the results obtained 
by Leo XIII's denunciation of the rising tide of individualism 
and added that the principles of justice then laid down had been 
adopted in the social legislation of the various nations in. turn 
and formed one of the most striking instances of the intervention 
of the State in connection with labour. The same ideas after the 
War had brought about the setting up of a permanent interna
tional organisation attached. to the League of Nations, for the 
extension and universal adoption of labour legislation. 

The International Labour Organisation has received frequent 
proofs of the sympathy of Catholic organisatio11f in the work 
they have carried out, the researches they have made and their 
social propaganda. 

Very soon it got into touch with the "Social Weeks" of 
France, that educational movement which for twenty-seven years 
has sought to deepen the doctrine of the Catholic Church on 
social questions, and which has been imitated by Catholics in the 
Irish Free State, Italy, PolaD.d, Belgium, Switzerland, Uruguay, 
and for many years Mexico. As early as 1911, the International 
Labour Office was officially represented at the Strasburg Week, 
and it is now the accepted tradition for it to send a representative 
every year. In 1919, the Director of the Office, in a message to 
the Besan!;on Week, greeted the "strong moral forces" of the 
Catholic Social Movement and their readiness to assist the 
International Labour Office in carrying out its task. The Social 
Weeks, in particular that held at Le Havre, which dealt specially 
with int~national questions, and the Catholic Union of Inter
national Studies, which is closely related to them, have openly 
recognised the need for a League of Nations "and an International 
Labour Organisation. 

In this spirit of understanding, the International Labour Office 
has had no difficulty in getting into touch with the various 
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international Catholic movements of a social naJiu.re. Since 1918 
it has been invited to send a delegate to the congress of the 
International Catholic Organisation (IKA), which in Central 
Europe, with methods of its own and more general aims, is 

:.inaugurating propaganda on the lines of the Social Weeks. 
. . In its immediate action the International Labour Office has 
been supported not only by the intellectual sympathy of Catholics 
but by their practical work . .An account has been given of what 
has been done by the Quistian Unions. In I9"S the Catholic 
Workers' International was founded, which-while leaving labour 
demands to the Christian trade unions though working in close 
collaboration with them....,.aims at organising the workers in the 
widest sense of the word on a class, or more exactly, an "estate" 
(Stiilltk) basis, and thus to guide them and prepare them for a 
new economic and social order. 

In a narrower field, the Office has developed its action. in 
touch with the Association of Catholic Students (Pax RtJl1/tina) 
and with the International Bureau of Catholic Journalists. In the 
International Conference of Private Organisations .for the Pro
tection of Migrants it has collaborated, for instance, with the 
International Catholic Association for the Protection of Girls. 
In the question of workers' welfare and leisure, it has been in 
touch with a permanent centre for documentation and joint 
action set up by the Catholic institutions of various countries 
interested in charitable work, hygiene and social service, the 
CaritlZ.t Cafholira. The Basle Congress (1918) of this institution 
supported the work of the International Labour Conference in 
favour of children and young persons, particularly in new coun
tries. In the same year it approved the proposals of the Inter
natioriaI Labour Office in connection with the International 
Congress of Social Work held during the Social Fortnight e>f 
Paris. As early as 19" S, the International Labour Office had 
entered into relations with the new-born movement of the 
International Catholic Socia! Service Union, which now com
prises twenty-five schools and over 1,600 social workers. 
This Union closely follows the decisions of Geneva relating to 
women's work. 

The recent initiative taken by the Organisation in the matter 
of forced labour has met with warm encouragement on the parr 
of missionaries and their friends. On the occasion of the Twelfth 
Session of the International Labour Conference, the Catholic 



Union of International Studies published a memorandum on the 
Dtaft Convention that was approved by the great international 
Catholic organisations--the International Union of Catholic 
Women's Associations, the International Catholic Social Service 
Union, the Cllrihu Catho/kll, etc. The Union declared that in the 
proposed regulations (since adopted) lay "the eff""tive means .•• 
of extending to all workers of the world the rules of law that 
establish labour protection and that . . • in most cases merely 
apply to labour legisIation the principles of Ou:istian social 
morality." 

The Clnirthes 
SIIj>J»rlitIl. the 

S tfNlebo/,. 

Mtwe"""t 

The relations of the International Labour 
Office with the Anglican, Orthodox, Lutheran, 
Reformed and Old Catholic Churches date 
from J9Zh the year in which the World Con
ference for Practical Christianity was held at 
Stockholm. This Conference was an attempt 

to induce the Churches to adopt a united attitude on social ques
tions. The message to the Christian world with which it termi
nated revealed identical intentions and possibilities of collabora
tion. The Conference declared that human personality should be 
respected, that the soul, which is the highest of all values, should 
not be subordinated to blind machinery or to property, that no 
social order can endure or satisfy human aspirations unless it is 
just, and that in all economic problems the human factor is of 
more importance than material gain. It made an appeal for that 

. collaboration which alone can lead to a social state where em
ployers and employed alike may find in their daily work a means 

. of fulfilling their true vocation on earth. Finally, it affirmed the 
responsibility of all in the face of social problems, which had 
become too complicated for solution by individual effort, and 
urged that these conditions called for the checkiog of unbridled 
individuaIism for the sake of the common weal. The Conference 
also adopted certain special conclusions atising out of these 
general principles, for instance,. the abolition of child labour, the 
principle of the eight-hour day, the weekly rest, regular holidays 
and a more equitable regulation of wages. 

This is the foundation on which the relations of the Interna
tional Labour Office with the Churches and religious institutions 
represented at Stockholm have developed. It is in touch with 
the Continuation Committee, now the CEcumenical Council of 
Practical Christianity, with the International Institute of Social 



· Christianity, me committees on "The Churches' and Labour," 
"Young Persons," "The Press," etc. These relations have helped 
these new bodies in defining their methods of work, and have 
influenced the increasingly positive tendencies of the social 
activities of the Churches. They have also placed the problem of 
social reform in closer connection with spiritual demands by 
bringing out the deep-rooted need for collaboration and proving 
that any measure for greater welfare and protection has not only 
immediate material effects for the individual, but much wider 
repercussions of a higher nature. 

It was not long before these relations were made to serve pur
poses of infortIll!tion and study. It is characteristic of the Churches 
adhering to the Stockholm movement that they should display 
such an interest in obtaining an exact knowledge of facts, in 
estimating social realities, appraising the value of systems' and 
discerning more clearly what reforms are possible. This need for 
objective study explains the creation in most Churches of com
mittees for social action, which, in addition to churchmen, 
include economists, secretaries of social institutions, employers 
and workers. It has led to the foundation, by the Stockholm 
Committee, of the International Institute of Social Christianity, 
which was set up at Geneva in 19,8: All these bodies find the 
documentation of the International Labour Office, its work, the 
Sessions of the Conference, the discussions and the questions 
of principle involved a source of valuable information, serving 
as a guide for the research work of the Churches. Information on 
the work of the International Labour Organisation is given with 
more and more fullness and regularity in their publications; for 
instance, the periodicals of the Institute, in France the special 
numbers of the &vIII till ChriJlifllliJI1I' Jorial, in the United States 
the InjGf'I1Ialion S.rvk. published by the Federal Council of the 
Churches of Christ and so forth. 

These various religious committees and institutions have 
undertaken thorough investigations into the problems of unem
ployment, the effects of rationalisation, the right of association, 
the welfare of the workers. The interest to the Stockholm move
ment of the Labour Conventions and their ratilication is not 
confined to national studies of immediate difficulties and advan
tages, but rises to a consideration of the moral aspect of the 
obligations assumed. 



CONCLUSION 

THE history of the first ten years of the International Labour 
Organisation is the story of a period rich in events, fruitful of 
results and still full of promise. 

Part XliI of the Treaties of Peace had given the Organisation 
its legal structure. The work of the Organisation during this 
period has infused life into that structure. In other words, the 
Organisation has become a living organism; it grows and evolves 
in the field defined for it by international law ; it absorbs one by 
one the departments assigned to it, creating as occasion arises the 
organs it needs for the purpose. This first stage may be said to 
have been accomplished. The institution is alive, possessing all 
the essential organs, created for and tested by action. It is prob
able that the International Labour Organisation will evolve like 
other living beings and acquire yet other subsidiary organs, 
adopting new methods of procedure to meet new needs. But the 
main body of the institution has now been created, and the 
essential features of its activity have been outlined. Hencefor
ward, it is fitted to perform all the tasks entrusted to it by the 
Treaties of Peace. 

Though the Organisation entered from the outset upon these 
various duties, it is clear that everything could not be completed 
during the ten years of its early youth. It is possible to conceive 
of the ultimate and complete realisation of the ideal for which 
the Organisation is patiently working, a world in which condi
tions of labour are governed by international conventions that 
do justice to all needs of protection and are ratified and applied 
by every State. In such a world, the "social justice," which by 
the Treaties of Peace is the aim of the Organisation, will have 
been finally and fully established. This end has not been attained, 
if indeed it is at all attainable in a changing world always con
cerned for the maintenance of its unstable economic equilibrium. 
But those who conceive of an ideal worthy of the name will 
work steadily for its realisation even without the stimulus of the 
hope that it will one day be achieved. The first result of the 
constant efforts ofthe Organisation is that to~y its competence 
is no longer contested. The objections raised some years ago to 
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its intervention in questions of non-industrial I~bour art past 
history. To-day there is 1)0 one to dispute its right to work for 
the protection of all labour, in the fields as in the factory, in 
transport as in commerce and shipping, in offices as in work
shops, in professional as in manual occupations; in a word, of 
all workers, irrespective of race and the climatic conditions under 
which they work. This first point has now been gained. 

The foregoing pages have described which sections of this 
vast field the Organisation has merely explored, which it has 
cleared for action, in which it has sown, and in which it has 
already reaped in the form of thirty International Conventions 
and thirty-nine Recommendations covering nearly all conditions 
of labour: hours of work, wages, the weekly rest and holidays, 
night work, the minimum age for employment, health and safety, 
housing and the utilisation of spare time, the protection of 
women and children. Side. by side with these international instru
ments there is all the documentation for preparing similar 
instruments in the future: collections of social legislation and 
collective agreements, a complete library, so to speak, of com
parative studies on national legislation and practice in all labour 
matters, defining the possibility of, and the conditions for, future 
international agreements. 

The results obtained have been shown: 408 ratifications on 
October 1st, '930 (414 at the time of writing), by thirty-three 
States, including the principal industrial States of the world, 
with the exception of the United States and the Soviet Union, 
which, not being members of the Organisation, are not called 
upon to ratify its Conventions. And this leaves out of account 
the many national laws which have been amended in the light of 
these Conventions or have been called into being by their example 
and cast in the same mould. Even if not perfect, these results are 
of a nature to reassure the anxious friends of the Organisation, 
and to prove that it is performing no barren task in a waste of 
indifference, but is finding support and co-operation in many 
quarters. 

Without this essential factor of support and collaboration, the 
work of the Organisation would indeed be nothing. And the 
existence of this factor is due to the efforts of the Organisation 
analysed in the last section of this historical survey. From its 

o inception, the Organisation has tried to create contacts, to become 
known, understood and appreciated, to find support, eb.courage-
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ment, a stimulus and a guide in its relations with all the elements 
of international life; It is fair to say that it has succeeded. Not the 
least interesting and vivid chapter of this ten years' record is that 
describing the work done and the results obtained by the Organi
sation in creating a network of friends and collaborators. The 
first to help, and that from the very outset, were representatives 
of all concerned in production, and of the institutions for labour 
legislation. They were followed by members of the different 
religious denominations. Soon---ilDd we may close with this 
/ina! aspiration-the Organisation will be able to count on every 
State and every nation without exception. 



-APPENDIX 

PART XIII (LABOUR) OF THE TREATY OF 
VERSAn.LES OF JUNE 18, 1919' 

SECTION I 

ORGANISATION OF LABOUR 

WHEl\EAS the League of Nations has for its object the establishmeot 
of universal peace, and such a peace QIll be established only if it is . 
based upon social justice; 

And whereas conditions of Iaheur exist involving ·such injustice, 
hardship and privation to large numbers of people as to produce 
unrest so great that the peace and harmony of the world are imperilled; 
and an improvemeot of those conditions is urgeotly required: as, for 
example, by the regulation of the hours of work, including the establish
meotofa maximum working day and week, the regulation of the labour 
supply, the preveotion of unemploymeot, the provision of an adequate 
living wage, the protection of the worker against sickness, disease and 
injury arising out ofhis employmeot, the protection of cbildreo, young 
persons and women, provision for old age and injury, protection of 
the interests of workers wheo employed in countries other than their 
own, recognition of the principle of freedom of association, the 
organisation of vocational and technical education and other measures; 

Whereas also the failure of any nation to adopt humane conditions 
of labour is an obstacle in the way of other nations which desire to 
improve the conditions in their own countries; . 

The HIGH CoNTRACTING PARTIES, moved by seotimeots of justice 
and humanity as well as by the desire to secure the permaneot peace of 
the world, agree til the following: 

, 
I The provisions of Part xm of the Treaty of Versailles are reproduced in full 
in Part xm of the Treaty of Saint-Germain of September ,oth, '9'9 (Articles 
,,1-571). Part xm of the Treaty of Triznon of JUIlC 4th. 1910 (Articles 31'-31l). 
one! Part Xll of the Treaty of Neuilly of November 17th, '9'9 (Articlez 149-189). 
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CHAPTER 1 

ORGANISATION 

ARncLS 387 

I. A permanent organisation is hereby established for the promotion 
of the objects set forth in the Preamble. 

.... The original Members of the League of Nations shall be the 
original Members of this organisation, and hereafter membership of 
the League of Nations shall c:any with it membership of the said 
organisation. 

The permanent organisation shall consist of: 
I. A Gencra1 Conference of Representatives of the Members and 
2. An International Labour Office controlled by the Governing 

Body described in Article 393. 

AanCLB 389 

I. The meetings of the Gencra1 Conference of Representatives of the 
Members shall be held from time to time as occasion may require, and 
at least once in every year. It shall be composed of four Representatives 
of each of the Members, of whom two shall be Government Delegates 
and the two others shall be Delegates representing respectively the 
employers and the workpeople of each of the Members. 

1. Each Delegate may be accompanied by advisers, who shall not 
exceed two in number for each item on the agenda of the meeting. 
When questions spccislly affecting women are to be considered by the 
Conference, one at least of the advisers should be a woman. 

3. The Members undertake to nominate non-Government Delegates 
and advisers chosen in agreement with the industtial organisations, if 
such organisations exist, which are most representative of employers 
or workpeople, as the case may be, in their respective countries. 

4. Advisers shall not speak except on a request made by the Delegate 
whom they accompany and by the specia1 authorisation of the President 
of the Conference, and may not vote. ~ 

j. A Delegate may by notice in writing addressed to the President 
appoint one of his advisers to act as his deputy, and the adviser, while 
so acting, shall be allowed to speak and vote. 
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6. The names of the Delegates and theiJ: advisets will be com
municated to the International Labour Office by the Government of 
each of the Members. 

7. The credentials of Delegates and theiJ: advisers sball be subject 
to scrutiny by the Conference, which may, by two-thirds of the votes 
cast by the Delegates present, refuse to admit any Delegate or adviser 
whom it deems not to have been nominated in accordance with 
this Article. 

ARTICLE 390 

I. Every Delegate sball be entitled to vote individually on all matters 
which are taken into consideration by the Conference. 

z. If one of the Members fails to nominate one of the non
Government Delegates whom it is entitled to nominate, the other 
non-Government Delegate sball be allowed to sit and speak at the 
Conference, but not to Vote. 

3. Ifin accordance with Article 389 the Conference refuses admission 
to a Delegate of one of the Members, the provisions of the present 
Article sball apply as if that Delegate had not been nominated. 

ARTICLE 391 

The meetings of the Conference sball be beld at the seat of the League 
of Nations, or at such other place as may be decided by the Conference 
at a previous meeting by two-thirds of the votes cast by the Delegates 
present. 

ARTICLE 392 

The International Labour Office sball be established at the seat of the 
League of Nations as part of the orgaoisation of the League. 

ARTICLE 393' 

I •. The International Labour Office sball be under the control of a 
Governing Body consisting of 24 persons, appninted in accordance 
with the following provisions: 

. .: At its Nineteenth Sitting, beld on November and. 1922, the Fourth Session of the 
International Labour Confcre.ace adopted by 8.t. votes to .2., with 6 absten.tioDi. the 
following draft amendment to Article 393, which ia at present before the States 
Membcn of the International LabourOrganisatioD.inaccordancc with the provisions 
of Article 4" of the Treaty of Versailles. [e,,",;. .. ""'" -/p. , ... 
1.£.0. AA 
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z. The C70veming Body of the Intemational Labour Office sha11 
be constituted as follows-

Twelve persons representiog the Governments;. 
Six persons elected by the Delegates to the Conference 

fepresentiog the employers; 
Six persons elected by the Delegates to the Conference 

representiog the workers. 

3. Of the twelve persons representiog ·the Governments eight shall 
be nomioated by the Members which are of the ehief industrial 
importance, and four shall be nomioated by the Members selected 
for the purpose by the Government Delegates to the Conference, 
excluding the Delegates of the eight Members mentioned above. 

4. An.y question as to which are the Members of the ehief industrial 
,.importance shall be decided by the Council of the League of Nations. 

s. The period of office of the members of the Governing Body will 
be three years. The method of filling v~cancies and other simi1ar 
questions may be determined by the Governing Body subject to the 
approval of the Conference. 

6. The Governing Body shall, from time to time, elect one of its 
members to act as its Chairman, shall regulate its own procedure and 

"TIl, Inlmtali()l14l Lobo,.. Ofo' ,ball n fIIIIkr In tonlrolo/ _ Gowrmng Bo4Y 10lUiliing 
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oj chi" ifllillllritli impor/antI, anti light J!Jfl1l1H appointed by IIH M,.b"" nllllui j(Jl' IINtI 
jn/rJH1S1 by 1M GtJJ1I1'tIIIJlfIJ D,I,gal,s 101M Con/",,,", ,,,,/lNling I'" D,/,gtI/ • ./ oj lin light 
M,IIIIHrJ 1111111;(»1'" tIbtwI. OJ IIH s;XI,,,, M,,,,,,,,.s ,.,prenntlli s;x sbtJl bI nrm-E#rojIMII 
Stahl. 

IIAIg tjIIlJliotl 41/0 which IJrIlbt M""btr.r oj cbit.! imitulritJ illlptwllllltf shtz/J" Meidttl 
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11Th, ptrlOn.t nprumling liJI EmpJDYIf'IIVIJ IIH pwSOIU nprumling lIN W'orhr.r sIMD 
III ,/HI,t! ,.,spuliwl1 by IhI Emplopr.s' D,/,gal", _ lIN Warhrl" D.I'lIIm 10 1111 Co,,~ 

fIN,,". TIJIO Bmployws· rtpnmllIJlifIIs tmtl two Wor/urs' rtI,Pns'lIlt1Jiws .rh.1I illtmg 10 

lIon-BMropltIII Siahs. 
"Till P'ritHI of ofIi .. of In G""";ng Bo4Y sball nliwu .1*"1. 
UTili lII.tIJod of fillillg II.unn,S tIIIJ of aPPOinting M.rtihIJu tIIIJ oliHr .dlllil"'lJIIUtiOll.l 
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on IIH Gtwmting BoIlJo,J 

• 
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sball fix its own times of meeting. A special meeting s"ban be held 
if a written request to that effect is made by at least ten memben of 
the Governing Body. 

ARTICLE 394 
1. There sball be a Director of the International Labour Office, who 
sball be appointed by the Governing Body, and, subject to the instruc
tions of the Governing Body, sball be responsible for the ef!icient 
conduct of the International· Labour Office and for such other duties. 
as may be assigoed to him. 

2. The Director or his deputy shall attend all meetings of the 
Governing Body. 

ARTICLE 39S 
The staff of the International Labour Office sball be appointed by 
the Director, who sball, so far as is possible with due regard to thll 
ef!iciency of the work of the Office, select persons of different nationali
ties. A certain number of these persons sball be women. 

ARTICLE 396 

1. The functions of the International Labour Office sball include the 
collection and distribution of information on all subjects relating 
to the international adjustment of conditions of industtial life and 
labour, and particularly the examination of subjects which it is proposed 
to bring before the Conference with a view to the conclusion of 
international conventions, and the conduct of such special investigations 
as may be ordered by the Conference. 

2. It will prepare the agenda for the meetings of the Conference. 
3. It will carry out the duties required of it by the provisions of 

this 'Part of the present Treaty in connection with international disputes. 
4. It will edit and publish in French and English, and in such other 

languages as the Governing Body may think desirable, a periodical 
paper dealing with problems of industty and employment of inter

. national interest. 
S. Generally, in addition to the functions set out in this Article, 

it sball have such other powen and duties as may be assigoed to it 
by the Conference. 

ARTICLE 397 
The Government Departments of; any of the Members which deal 
with questions of industty and employment may communicate directly 
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with the Director through the Representative of their Government 
on the Governing Body of the International Labour Office, or failing 
any such Representative, through such other qualified official as the 
Government may nominate for the purpose. 

ARTICLE 398 

The International Labour Office shall be entitled to the assistance of 
the Secretary-General of the League of Nations in any matter in 
which it can be given. 

ARTICLE 399 
I. Each of the Members will pay the travelling and subsistence 
expenses of its Delegates and their advisers and of its Representatives 
attending the meetings of the Conference or Governing Bc;>dy," the 
case may be. 

z. All the other expenses of the International Labour Office and 
of the meetings of the Conference or Governing Body shall be paid 
to the Director by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations out 
of the general funds of the League. 

3. The Director shall be responsible to the Secretary-General of 
the League for the proper expenditure of all moneys paid to him in 
pursuance of this Article. 

CHAPTER II 

PROCEDURE 

ARTICLE 400 

The agenda for all meetings of the Conference will be settled by 
the Governing Body, who shall consider any suggestion as to the 
agenda that may be made by the Government of any of the Members 
or by any representative organisation recognised for the purpose nf 
Article 389. 

ARTICLE 401 

The Director shall act as the Secretary of the Conference, and sball 
transmit the agenda so as to reach the Members four months before 
the meeting of the Conference, and, thro~gh them, the non-Government 
Delegates when appointed. 
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AllTICLB 402 

I. Any of the Governments of the Members may formally object to 
the inclusion of any item or items in the agenda. The grounds for 
such objection sballbe set forth in a reasoned statement addressed to 
the Director, who shaH circulate it to all the Members of the Permanent 
Organisation. 

z. Items to which such objection has been made shall not, however, 
be excluded from the agenda, if at the Conference a majoritY of two
thirds of the votes cast by the Delegates present is in favour of 
considering them. 

3. If the Conference decides (otherwise than under the preceding 
paragraph) by_ two-thirds' of the votes cast by the Delegates present 
that any subject shall he considered by the Conference, that subject 
shall be included in the agenda for the following meeting. 

AllTICLB 403 

I. The Conference shall regulate its own procedure, shall elect its own 
President, and may appoint committees to consider and report on 
any matter. 

z. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Part of the present 
Treaty, all matters shall be decided by a simple majority of the votes 
cast by the Delegates present. 

3. The voting is void unless the total number of votes cast is equal 
to half the number of the Delegates attending the Conference. 

AllTICLB 404 

The Conference may add to any committees which it appoints technical 
experts, who shall be assessors without power to vote. 

ARTICLB 401 

-t. When the Conference has decided on the adoption of proposals 
with regard to an item in the agenda, it will rest with the Conference 
to detertnioe whether these proposals should take the form: (a) of a 
recommendation to be submitted to the Members for consideration 
with a view to effect beiog given to it by national legislation or other
wise, or (b) of a draft international convention for ratification by the 
Memhers. 

z. In either case a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast by the 
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Delegates present shall be necessary on the Iinal vote for the adoption 
of the recommendation or draft convention, as the case may be, by 
the Conference. 

~. In framing any recommendation or draft convention of general 
application the Conference shall have due regard to those countries 
in which climatic conditions, the imperfect development of industrial 
organisation, or other special circumstances make the industrial 
conditions substantially different and shall suggest the modifications, 
if any, which it considers may be required to meet the case of such 
countries. 

4. A copy of the recommendation or draft convention sball be 
authenticated by the signature of the President of the Conference and 
of the Director and shall be deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the League of Nations. The Secretary-General will communicate 
a certified copy of the recommendation or draft convention to each of 
the Members. 

s. Each of the Members undertakes that it will, within the period 
of one year at most from the closing of the session of the Conference, 
or if it is impossible owing to exceptional circumstances to do so within 
the period of one year, then at the earliest practicable moment and in 
no case later than eighteen months from the closiog of the session of 
the Conference, bring the recommendation or draft convention before 
the authority or authorities within whose competence the matter lies, 
for the enactment of legislation or other action. 

6. In the case of a recommendation, the Members will inform the 
Secretary-General of the action taken. 

7. In the case of a draft convention, the Member will, if it obtains 
the consent of the authority or authorities within whose competence 
the matter lies, communicate the formal ratification of the convention 
to the Secretary-General and will take such action as may be necessaty 
to make effective the provisions of such convention. 

8. If on a recommendation no legislative or other action is taken 
to make a recommendation effective, or if the draft convention fails 
to obtain the consent of the authority or authorities within whose 
competence the matter lies, no further obligation shall rest upon the 
Member. 

9. In the case of a federal State, the power of which to enter into 
conventions on labour matters is subject to limitations, it shall be in 
the discretion of that Government to treat a draft convention to which 
such limitations apply as a recommendation only, and the provisions 
of this Articl,e with respect to recommendations shall apply in such case. 
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10. The above Article shall be interpreted in accordance witb tbe 
following principle: 

II. In no case shall any Member be asked or required, as a result 
of tbe adoption of any recommendation or draft convention by tbe 
Conference, to lessen tbe protection afforded by its existing legislation 
to tbe workers concerned. 

ARTICLE 406 

Any convention so ratified shall be registered by tbe Secretary
General of tbe League of Nations, but shall only be binding upon tbe 
Members which ratify it. 

ARTICLE 407 

I. If any convention coming before tbe Conference for IinaI con
sideration fails to secure tbe support of two-thirds of tbe votes cast 
by tbe Delegates present, it shall nevertheless be within tbe right of 
any of tbe Members of tbe Permanent Organisation to agree to such 
convention among tbemselves. 

&. Any convention so agreed to shall be communicated by tbe 
Governments concerned to tbe Secretary-General of tbe League of 
Nations, who shall register it. 

ARTICLE 408 

. Each of tbe Members agrees to make an annual report to tbe Inter
national Labour Office on tbe measures which it has taken to give 
effect to tbe provisions of conventions to which it is a party. These 
reports shall be made in such fortn and shall contain such particulars 
as tbe Governing Body may request. The Director shall lay a summary 
of tbese reports before tbe next meeting of tbe Conference. 

ARTICLE 409 

In tbe event of any representation being made to tbe International 
Labour Office by an industrial association of employers or of workers 
that any of tbe Members has failed to secure in any respect tbe effective 
observance within its jurisdiction of any convention to which it is a 
party, tbe Governing Body may communicate tbis representation to 
tbe Government against which it is made, and may invite that Govern
ment to make such statement on tbe subject as it may think fit. 
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AIlTICLB 410 

, If no statement is received within a reasonable time from the Govern
ment in questiQ.n, or if the statement w!ten received is not deemed to 

"be satisfactory by the Governing Body, the latter shall bave the right 
to publish the representation lind the statement, if any, made in reply 
to it. 

'. 
AIlTICLB 41 to 

I. Any of the Memhers shall bave the right to file a complaint with 
the International Labour Office if it is not satisfied that any other 
Member is securing the effective observance of any convention which 
both have ratified in accordance with the foregoing Articles., 

z. The Governing Body may, if it thinks fit, before referring su~ 
a complaint to a Commission of Enquiry, as hereinafter provided for, 
communicate with the Government in question in the manner d ... 
scribed in Article 409. ' . -''''~,' 

5. If the -~verning Body does not think-it 'necessW' to.com
municate the complaint to the Government in question, er if, ·~l;1en 
they have made such communication, no statement in reply bas, been _ 
received within a reasonable time which the Governing Body cOD; 
siders to be satisfactory, the Governing Body may apply for ,the 
appointment of a Commission of Enquiry to consider the complaint 
and to report thereon. 

4. The Governing Body may adopt the same procedure either of 
its own motion or on receipt of a complaint from a Delegate to the 
Conference. .-

j. When any matter arising out of Article 410 or 4II is being 
considered by the Governing Body, the Government in question shall, 
if not already represented thereon, be entided to send a representative 
to take part in the proceedings of the Govt:rning Body while the matter 
is under consideration. Adequate notice of the date on which the 
'matter will be considered shall be given to the Government in question. 

AIlTICLB 4U 

I. The Commission of Enquiry shall be cons Ited in accordance 
with the following provisions: 

z. Each of the Members agrees to nominate ... .:hln six months of 
the date on which the present Treaty comes into force three persons 
of industrial experience, of whom one shall be a representative of 
employers, one a representative of workers, and one a person' of 
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independent standing, who shalI together form" panel from "which 
the members of the Commission of Enquity shall be dtawn. 
• 3. The qualificationS of d.epersons so nominated shall be subject 

to scrutiny by the Governing Body, which may by t'lio.-thirds of the 
votes cast by the representatives presen' refuse ·to a""ept the nomina
tion of any person whose qualifications do not in its. op1nion comply 
with the requirements of the present ~cle. 

4. Upon the application of the Governing Body, the Secretary
Genen.l of the League of Nations shalI nominate three persons, one 
from each section of this panel, to constitute _the Commission of 
Enquity, and shall designate one of them as the President of the 
Commission. None of these three persons shall be a person nominated 
to .!;he panel. by any Member directly concerned in the complaint. 

ARTICLE 411 

The 11emben.agree that, in the event of the reference..,f a GOmplaint" 
to a eoinniission of Enquity under Article 41 I, they will each, whether 
direttly co';cemed in the complaint or not, place at the disposal of the 

• CommiSsion all the information in their possession which beatS upon 
dl~ subject-matter of the complaint. • 

ARTICLE 414 

I. When the Copunission of Enquity has fully considered the com
plaint, it shall prepare a report embodying its findings on all questions 
'"f--fact relevant to determining the issue between the parties and 
containing such recommendations as it may think proper as to the 
steps which should be taken to meet the complaint and the time 
within which they should be taken. 

~. It shall !'iso indicate iri this report the measures, if any, of an 
economic character against a defaulting Government which it con
siders to be appropriate, and which it considers other Governments 
would be justified in adopting. 

ARTICLE 41, 

I. The Secretary-General of the League of Nations shall communicate 
the report of the Commission of Enquity to each of the Governments 
concerned in the complaint, and shall cause it to be published. 

2. Each of these Governments shall within one month inform the 
Secretary-Genen.l of the League of Nations· whether or not it accepts 
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the rlcommendations contained in the report of the' Commission; 
and if not, whetherJt proposes to refer the.complaiQt to the Permanent 
Court of International Justice otthe uigile of Nations. 

ARTICLB 416 

In the event of.any Member failing to take the action required by 
Article 405, with regard to a recommendation or draft convention, 
any other Member shall be entitled to refer the matter to the Per-
manent Court of International Justice. ." 

AaTICLB 417 

The decision of the Permanent Court of International Justice in 
regud to a complaint or matter which has been referred to it in 
pursuance of Article 415 or Article 416 shall be Iinal. 

ARTICLB 418 . 

The Permanent Court of International Justice may affirm, vuy or 
reverse any of the findings or recommendations of the Commission of 
Enquiry, if any, and shall in its decision indicate the measures, if arl'y, 
of an economic chuacter which it considets to be appropriate, and 
which other GovemInents would be justified in adopting against a 
defaulting Government. 

AaTICLB 419 

In the event of any Member failing to caay out within the time specified 
the recommendations, if any, contained in the report of the Commis
sion of Enquiry, or in the decision of the Permanent Court of Inter
national Justice, as the case may be, any other Member may take 
against that Member the measures of an economic chatscter indicated 
in the report of the Commission or in the decision of the Court IS 

appropriate to the case. 

. ARTICLE 4.0 

The defaulting Govtrnment may at any time inform the Governing 
Body that it has taken the steps necessary to comply with the recom
mendations of the Commission of Enquiry or with those in the 
decision of the Permanent Court of International Justice, as the case 
may be, and may request it to apply to the Secretary-General of the 
League to constitute a Commis'lion of Enquiry to verify its contention. 
In this case the provisions of Articles 4IZ, 41J, 414. 415, 417 and 418 
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shall apply and if the report of 'the Olmmission of Enqliliy or the 
decisioa of the pdt~ent.C?urt of International Justice is in favoui 
of the Ciefaulting Government, ~ the other Governments shall forthwith 
discontinue the measures of an economic ch~cter that they ha~e 
.taken against the defaulting Government. 

CHAPTEa m 

GENERAL 

AanCLB 4ZI • 
I. The Members engage to apply conventions which they have 
ratified in accordance with the provisions of this Part of the present· 
Treaty to their colonies, protectorates and possessions which are not. 
fully self-governing ; .. 

(I) Except where owing to the local conditions the convention 
is inapplicable, or 

(.) Subject to such moclliications as may be necessaty to adapt 
the convention to local conditions. 

•. And each of the Members shall notify to the International Labour 
Office the action taken in respect of each of its colonies, protectorates 
and possessions which are not fully self-governing. 

AanCLB 42' 

Amendments to this Part of the present Treaty which are adopted by 
the Conference by a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast by the 
Delegates present shall take clfect when ratified by the States whose 
representatives compose the Council of the League of Nations and 
by three-fourths of the Members. 

AanCLB 41, 

Any question or dispute relating to the interpretation of this Part 
of the present Treaty or of any subsequent convention concluded by 
the Members in pursuance of the provisions of this Part of the 
present Treaty shall be referred for decision to the Permanent Court 
of International Justice. 
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. CHAP'l'I!R IV 

:rRANSITORY PKOVISl.ONS 

ARnCLE 4'4 

I. The first meeting of the Confetence shall take place in Octobet 1919, 

The place and agenda fot this meeting shall be as specified in the 
Annex heteto. • 

1. Attangements for the convening and the organisation of the 
first meeting of the Confetence will be made by the Govetnment 
designated fot the purpose in the said Annex. That Govetnment 
shall be assisted in the preparation of the documents for submission 
to the Conference by an lntetnationa! Committee constituted as 
provided in the said Annex. 

3. The expenses of the first meeting an!i of all subsequent meetings 
held befote the League of Nations has been able to establish a general 
fund, othet than the expenses of Delegates,and their advisets, will be 
bome by the Members in accordance with the apportionment of the 
expenses of the Intetnational Bureau of the Universal Postal Union. 

ARTICLB425 

Until the League of Nations has been constituted all communications 
which undet the provisions of the foregoing Acicles shoQ!d be 

. addressed to the Secretary-Genetal of the League will be presetVed by' 
the Ditector of the International Labour Office, who will transmit 
thetn to the Secretary-Genetal of the League. 

ARTICLE 426 

Pending the creation of a Petmanent Court of Intetnational Justice, 
disputes which in accordance with this Part of the present Treaty 
would be submitted to it for decision will be tefetred to a tribunal 
of three petsons appointed by the Council of the League of Nations. 

ANNBX 

l'XRST MlmTING OP ANNuAL LABOUR CoNPBRENCE, 19X9 

I. The place of meeting will be Washington. 
•. The Govetnment of the United States of Ametica is requested 

to convene the Confetence. 
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3. The International Organising Committee will consist of seven 
Members, appointed by th~ United States of America, Great Britain, 
France, Italy, Japan, Belgium and Switzerland. The Committee may, 
if it thinks necessary, invite other Members to apP9int representatives. 

4. Agenda: 

(x) Application of principle of the 8-hours daY'l>r of the 48-hours 
week. . 

" (1) Question of preventing or providing against unemployment. 
(3) Women's employment: 

(a) Before and after child-birth, including the question of 
maternity benefit; 

(b) During the night; 
«) In unhealthy processes. 

(4) Employment of children: 
(a) Minimum age of employment; 
(b) During the night; 
«) In unhealthy processes. " 

(l) Extension and application of the International Conventions 
adopted at Berne in X906 on the prohibition of night work 
for women employed in industry and the prohibition of the 
use of white phosphorus in the, manufacture of matches. 

SECTION II 

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

ARTICLE 417 

The High Contracting Parties, rc:cogniaing that the well-being, 
physical, moral and intellectual, of industrial W1ge-earners is of 
supreme international importance, h1ve framed, in order to further 
this great end, the permanent machinery provided for in Section" I, 
and associltted with that of the League of Nations • 

They recognise that differences of climate, h1bits and customs, of 
economic opportunity and industrial tradition, make strict uniformity 
in the conditions of labour difficult of immediate attainment. But, 
hOlding as they do that labour should not be regarded merely as an 
article of commerce, they think that there are methods and principles 
for regulating labour conditions which all industrial communities 
should endeavour to apply, so far as their special circumstances 
will permit. . 



Among these .methods a,ndprinciples, the .following. 'geeIJ1 to the 
1figh Contracting PartieS til be of special a,nd urgen~ importance: 

First.-The guiding~ principle above enunciated that, labour 
sp.ould not be regsrded merely as a commodity. or-article:. of 
commerce.. . '-

S.toM.-The" right of association for all lawful purposes by ~ 
. employed as well as by the employers. . 
Tbirtl.-The payment to the employed of a wage adequate to 

maintain a reasonable sta,ndard of life as this is understood in 
their time and country. 

F.,...th.-The adoption of an eight-hour day Or a fotry-eight
hour- week as the 'sw,dard tQ be aimed at where it bas not 
airady been attained, 

Fifth.-The adoption of" weekly rest of at least twenty-four 
hours, which should include Sunday wherever practicable. 

S;.ldh.-'-The abolition of child labour and the imposition of such 
limitations on the labour -of young .p ... oa. as shall permit the 
continuation of their education and assure their proper physical 
development •. 

. SI1J",t~ principle .fl)at men and women should receive equal 
remunCr.itiotlTor wQrk ofequal value.. 

Eighth . .;..... The standard set by law in each country with respect 
to ,the conditions of. labour should have due regard to the 
equitable economic treatment of all. workers ·lawfully resident 
therein . 

. Nillth.'"--Each State should make provision for " system of 
inspection in which women should take part, in order to ensure· 
the enf.orcement of the laws and regqlations for the protection 
of the ~ployed. . 

Without claiming that these methods ana principles are either complete 
or final, the High Contracting Parties are of opinion that they are well 
fitted to guide the pQ!icy of the Lcague of Nations ; and that, if adopted 
by the industrial communities who are Members of the League, and 
safeguarded in prac;ticc by an adequate system of such inspection, 
they wilfconfer lasting benefits upon the wage-eamers of the world. 
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