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PREFACE 

THIS book does not pretend to be original, and it 
is in no sense a professional book. It is eclectic. 
It aspires to the position of a middleman of ideas. 
The ingredients are, almost without exception, old; 
it is at a partially new synthesis that an attempt bas 
been made. Accordingly, I have not felt it illegitimate 
to quote literally ad lib. In most cases the debt owed 
to those from whom the quotations are taken will be 
implicitly apparent; but the amount of acknowledg­
ment due in particular to two persons is not likely 
adequately to appear from the text. 

To the lectures and writings of Mr. I. A. Richards, 
and to the lectures and conversations of Mr. Mansfield 
Forbes, I am more indebted than I can indicate. 
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