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PUBLISHER'S 'ADVERTISEMENT . 

A GRE",T NUMBER of books on Soviet Russia 
have co";e .from the press· during recent years-but 
mainly impressions of the Soviet regime by visitors to 
or residents in the Soviet Upion. Indeed, the lack of 
really precise and definite information has been as 
noticeable as the plethora of impressions. 

We aecordingly requested pr<?minent Soviet officials 
to prepare a series of books which would tftscrib. and 
.xplailt the Soviet system and method in the various 
branches of economic, political, national, social, and 
artistic life. We have italicised the words tftserib. and 
.xplain ;for the intention is simply to tell us, for instance, 
how labour is organised, how the problem of nationalities 
is being dcalt with, how a collective farm works, how 
commodities are distributed, how justice is administered, 
and so on. 

V.G. 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

IN THE U.S.S.R. all industrial production is 
now in the hands of the State and co-operative 
organisations, while the greater part ofagricul
tural production is carried on by State and 
collective fanns. Wholesale trade is trade be
tween State, co-operative and collective units ; 
retail trade is between these units and the indi
vidual. The function of 9"ade, wholesale and 
. retail, is therefore not the making of profit but 
the distribution of products. 

This distribution is, in the main, conducted 
according to a central plan, drawn up by a 
special committee under the Government. 
But th.e plan itself is drawn up on the basis of 
plans submitted by the actual trading organisa
tions, on the basis of the general plan of pro
duction. The trading organisations are: special 
State bodies, controlled by the People's Com
missariat of Supply; the trade departments of 
the (State-owned) industrial trusts; various 
co-operative- organisations; the collective 
farms, and the " -workers' supply departments " 
in large factories. 

The main purpose of centralising the control 
of trade is to ensure that the distribution of 



PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

~what is produced helps forward industrial pro
duction and the general social aims of the 
Soviet Government. But there is also a " decen
tralised .. field, in which the initiative is left to 
the local bodies. 

The forms of distribution are intimately 
linked with the general social plan-communal 
feeding, for example, is organised because it is 
a step towards the liberation of women. The 
constant interweaving' of distribution with 
production and with a general social plan gives 
trade in the U .S.S.R, its special interest. 
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