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FOREWORD 
The study of consumer purchases was conducted by the Burellu of 

Home Economics of the United States Department of AgricultUl"l' 
and the Bureau of Labor Statisties of the United States Department of 
Labor, with the cooperntion of the National Resources Committee, the 
Works Progress AdIrrinistmtion, and the Central Stlltistical Board. 
Plans for the study were formulilted by the Nlltional Resources Com
mittee and the two operating Bure6us, with the IIdvice of the two 
other coopernting agencies. The project was financed by the Works 
Progress Administrlltion. 

The study was IIdministered under the guid!IUce of II steering com
mittee composed of Stuart A. RiceJ chairman, representin~ the Works 
Pro~ Administration (now WIth the Central Statistical Board); 
Lowse Stanley, Bureau of Home Economics; Isador Lubin Bureau of 
Labor StatistIcs; Gardiner C. Means, National Resources Q";mmittee; 
and Morris A. Copeland, Central Statistical Board. Details of 1Id
ministmtion were formulated and procedures were coordinated by a 
technical subcommittee on which each of the five agencies hlld repre
sentation. Membership'was as follows: Hildegarde Kneel!IUd, N&
tional Resources COmmIttee, chairman; DIlY MonroeA Bureau of Home 
Economi~ Faith M. Williams, Bureau of Labor t;tatistics; Milton 
Forster!... \'Vorks Progress AdIrrinistrntion; and Sllmuel J. Dennis !IUd 
W. M. liolld, Central Statistical Board. 

The following members of the staff of the Economics Division of 
the Bureau of Home Economics collaborated with the authors in the 
preparation of this repprt: Dorothy S. Brady, Judith Russell, Eila 
Brooks, Helen Hollingsworth, Karl Benson, Elizabeth Phelps. The 
staff in charge of the field work included: In the Pacific region, Carol 
R. McDowell, regional director, with Dorothy Brlldy, Anne Lescisin, 
Beatrice Smythe, and Katharine Handley in charge of field work in the 
farm sections; in the Plains and Mountain region, Elizabeth Paschal, 
regional director, with Florence McClure, Edith Starks, and June Con
stantine in charge of field work in the farm sections. Much eredit 
for the reliability of the data is due to the editing staff, to tlie con
scientious field ~nts who obtained the schedules, and to the families 
who coopemted ill providing the information requested. 

The Bure6u of Agricultural Economics assisted in the preparation 
of the farm income schedule and in plans for tabulation and analysis 
of data. Acknowled"oment is due to Clarence M. Purves and Nathan 
M. Koffsky for theIr helpful advice. Members of the Extension 
Service in Agriculture and Home Economics did much to obtain the 
cooperation of local farm groups in the study. Acknowledgment also 
is made of the help given by State and district officials of the Works 
Progress AdIrrinistration by representatives of State colleges and 
universities, and hy the local organizations and officials of the cities 
and villages in which the survey was conducted. 

LoUISE STANLEY, OhUJ. 
II 
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