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PREFACE

“Tue book will bring me little credit in’socialist
circles*—I said in introducing Indian Sociglirm to the
reader at the end of 1936..

I can speak with greater confidence about the present -
volume. Marxism is Dead is certain to bring me much
discredit in socialist circles.

The patient investigation of economic facts, when it
suggests disagrecable conclusions, elicits no praise but
much abuse in India, even vulgar abuse, This is not
surprising, considering the ignorance of the general public
on economic questions, which is profound.

That is how we have come to believe that the
economic regeneration of India will be brought about by
gur, charkha and khaddar, and that charkha and the technique
of ‘fasting unto death’ may be trusted to defend India
against foreign aggression.

~ And that is also how we have been led to think that
the U, 8. 8. R. is a Marxist country, that it is the greatest
democracy in the world, that exploitation of man by man
is at an end there, that soon Russian socialism will be
transformed into communism, and, last but pot least, that
Russia is fthe base of the world revolution’—Russia
which is ready to guarantee imperialist territory if only
imperialism will guarantee socialist territory !

I am indebted to the Editor, Tribune, for permission
to use my articles in the 7Twibure on Marxism and other
subjects. And 1 cannot thank Mrs. Indumati Roop
Krishna enough for the artistic jacket, which expresses the
main thesis of the book better than all the words I have
employed.

LAHORE: B. N.
15t June, 1939.
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