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ESSAY 

ON 

THE RATE OF WAGES. 

II< the discussion now and for a long time past 
carried on between the politico.! economists and the 
practical men, or advocates of the mereantile theory, 
the former have generally confined themselves to indio 
cating what would b. the result of the adoption of 
their views, while the latter have pointed triumph
andy to experience, calling upon us to admire the 
prosperity that bar b .... produced by their system, 
and to hesitate before abandoning one that has been 
the cause of such admirable results,and which has 
the additional recommendation of haVing been sanc
tioned by our, forefathers. They cal1 for facts, reo , 
garding them as universally confirmatory of the truth 
of their doctrines, and look upon their opponents' as 
theorists, reasoning in opposition to al1 experien~e, 
II/ld willing to hazard the, happin~ss. and prosperity, 
of nations in the endeavour to prove lIle ~orrectn"" 
of visionary' notions, that will 'not bear eXamination: 
Thus, in the inquiry now prosecuting by the French 
Minister of the Interior, M. Barbet, one of the wi .. 
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_ summoJ!OO, says, " We IU'IOnceedingly sorry 
thai,the perso~s who; in their writings, have attack
ed the existing system, have not come before the 
council to defend their opinions here. g i7iW.ad tf 
Ii 'Y8Iem founded OR probahilitiu and """""e., tMtJ 
!tad '11J>1IOWl ,w ... facts, we could have answered 
them." 

The object' of the following essay is to furnish the 
fiaots, "as called for by M. Barbel: not a few isolated 
facts, as has generally been done by the advocate. 
,of" things as they are," but .. the truth and the whole 
truth," as f ... as it can be ascertained, in regard to 
the ,policy of some of the principal nations of the 
earth, I!IJd to its results, as seen in tho rate tf wagu, 
or reward",,!! labour. A. introductory thereto, it ia 
proposed, to examine what are the circumstancea 
which tend, to determine the rate of wages. Both 

"pf these subjects have been treated by Profesaor S. 
nior in his lecture. delivered before the University of 
Oxford,. and as he is among the latest and highest 
authorities, I propose, in order that the reader .may 
compare our views,'and.judge betwee'l us, to give 
mine in the form of a review of the doctrines enUDo 
ciated in those lectures. 

• Throe ~ ... tho llateoFW_; cIeIi ..... _tho 
Uahonit,of o.tbrd-Eutor T ..... I830. B7 N_ William 
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