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HAT has happened to the
Co-operative Societies of
Italy under the Fascist regime? .
This question is answered, for the/ 0 7’ 5
first time since the March on e
Rome, by an English investigator
familiar for many years with the
social movements of ltaly. He
visited 30 federations and 100
societies in order to describe the
movement, and some of his in-
formation regarding its’ ._rolne' in
the changing economic-structure
of ltaly is surprising.
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'FOREWORD

THE following account of Co-operation as it is practised
today in a country whose language and social movements
have been familiar to the writer for thirty-five years, is
based on a survey of every form of Co-operation to be
observed in a dozen provinces which were chosen as being
typical of the social and economic life of a much changed
and still changing Italy. The itinerary may be indicated
by the better-known centres of Naples, Rome, Pisa, Florence,
{Bologna, Venice, Udine, Milan, though very little time was
‘spent in the cities, excepting Rome, compared with the
visiting of small country towns, villages and farms. A
week in Rome was devoted to getting some understanding
of the composition and functions of various national bodies,
and of what was found to be a very fluid state of opinicn
on economic and labour matters affecting the Co-operative
movement or likely to influence its future. In the first
and last chapters will be found some indication of the
general information obtained, and the conclusions to which
it led after the tour, when facts and impressions had been
checked up.

The enquiry was carried out in greater detail than can
appear in the space of this Report, and it is impossible
to mention individually the many organisations which so .
cordiaily seconded every wish of the enquirer. Some 30
regional and national federations and more than 100 local.
societies were visited ; the unfailing comradeship and frank-
ness of their officers and members in discussing past and
present controversies is deeply appreciated. Special ac-
knowledgement has been made to the President of the
Co-operative Union on behalf of the Horace Plunkett
Foundation, and a personal indebtedness is gratefully
recorded to Dr. Rosario Labadessa, whom one would call
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x FOREWORD

its leader if the movement had not been so virtuously
spersonalizzato, and to his enthusiastic colleagues at Head-
quarters and at the Provincial secretariates of the Union,
for the sacrifices of time and comfort made in the interest.
of an accurate knowledge of the ideals and actualities of
the united movement to which they are giving their lives.

London, May, 1934



BIBLIOGRAPHY

La Cooperazione in Piemonte. S. Fenicia., Turin, 1899.

Cooperazione Rurale. Prof. G. Valenti. Florence, 1g02.

Studies in European Co-operation, Vol. I. C. F, Strickland,
1.C.S. Lahore, 1922.

Guilds and Co-operatives sn Italy. Odon Por. Labour Publish-
ing Co., London, 1923.

Co-operation in Germany and Italy. M. L. Darling, I.C.S.
Lahore, 1923.

Co-operation at Home and Abroad. C. R. Fay. P. S. King &
Son, 1925,

Co-operaiive Movement in Italy. E. A. Lloyd. Fabian Society,
1925.

Eﬁdmg del Movimento Cooperativo Italiano. EN.F.C. Roma,
1928. )

L’Ordinamento Corporativo e la Cooperaziome. C. Costamagna.
Ape, Roma, 1928.

L'Economia Corporativa e la Cooperazione. E. Lama, Ape,
Roma, Ig31.

La Cooperaiiva, Idee ¢ Realld. R. Labadessa, Ape, Roma,
1931,

La Cooperazione Agraria in Ilalia. G. Costanzo. International
Institute of Agriculture, Rome, 1931.

La Cooperazione Agraria in Ilalia. G. Acerbo. Piacenza,
1932.

La Cooperazione mella Provincia di Udine. EN.F.C. Udine,
1932.

Cooperative di Consumo e Conswmalors. R. Labadessa. La
Formica, Roma, 1932. .

Primo Corso ds Cooperazione. Co-operative Propaganda Centre.
Bologna, 1932.

Dieci Anni di Attivita Sindacale. Confederazione Nazionale
Fascista degli Agricoltori. Roma, 1933.

The Italian Corporative State. Dr. F. Pitigliani. P. S. King
& Son, 1934.

79



8o BIBLIOGRAPHY

PerIODICALS
Almanacco della Cooperazione. Edited by R, Labadessa. La
Formica, Roma,
Agenda del Cooperatore. EN.F.C. Roma.
Il Lavore Cooperative. EXNJF.C. Roma (weékly).
Vita Cooperativa. E.N.F.C. Roma (monthly).



UOPMOY PV swosd P RUTKRL § RRNY &G umuy 130 O pRuig

STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF ITALTAN CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES (1933)

Total

Societies

Categories of Societies. Number of Affiliated to Members,* Capital.t Turnover.?
Societies.! | 'the Union. £
Consumers . . (3,800) 3,338 742,260 2,315,422 19,619,825
Farm Requuements 540 (288) 500,000% 2,500,000% 20,000,000
Dairies. . 4,1884 (459) 237,349 _ {gals. 281,306,400
Sile . . . . . 1288 (x8) Bo,000% 300,000 (lbs. 10,150,800
Wige . . . . . 158¢ (34) 15,869 |(gals.27,108,080 (gals. 14,524,240
capacity)
Olives. . . . .« + .« . 304 (s} 5,000% —_ —
Farming . . . . . . . (399)" 314 46,724 504,701 2,219,815
Fishing . . (74) 65 35,000 29,260 750,000
Labour and Industry (1,251 1,204 68,628 542,180 9,166,600
Tran: . e (281 265 15,705 102,660 500,000
Building . . . . . . . {1,830) 764 72,666 900,746 29,695,495
Electricity . . 57 -—_ 11,034 108,104 64,000
Superphosphate Factories . 18¢ — —_ {8,000,000 cwts. (cwts. 3,831,820)
capacity)
Mutuat Aid . . . {4,249) 2,119 1,200,000 2,752,878 100,830
Agricultural Insura.nce . 1,630 (195) 372,000 —_ -—
Credit (1930) :
Casse Rurali 1,660 — 151,516 778,006 |Loans: 10,607,824
Deposits: 16,820,736
Banche Popolari . 589 — 400,000 11,073,000 |Loans; 61,676,660
Deposits: go,538,330
20,882 9,068 3,953,151 —_ —

1 Additional figures are from Departmental sources in ect of Societies not affiliated to the Union,

! Figures in the last three columns refer to unbracketed figures in the first two. ? Estimated for all Societies,
4 Farmers Union Report (Dieci Anni di Attivith Sindacale). * Including Societies with plant in course ¢of construction,
¢ Cultivating 253,750 acres, ? Buildings completed or in courss of construction.
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HE problems of Co-operation today are world
problems :—how to utilize the established
national power of the movement; how to link up
the strength of Co-operation in all countries ; how to
develop the important role of Co-operation in the
solution of the world’s economic problems. To under-
stand this situation and its possibilities, some know-
ledge of the economic and social theory of Co-operation
is required. In * Co-operation and Charles Gide ”
these subjects are presented in the most readable form
possible, grouped around the charming and original
personality of the great French teacher of economics
and founder of a school of co-operative doctrine,
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The leading article deals with the rapid development of state control of

marketing and prices thronghout the world during 1933, and the place of

tive enterprise in the new ¢conomy ; and is followed by contributed

articles by expert correspondents in the British Empire and 21 foreign conn-

tries, mdu&ngaspeualsmeydmmcmmes,andmofm
books and new legislation.
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Foundation. Pott 4to. 304 pp. 7%s. 64.

Motethanzooostatutoryacfs ordinances and decrees of all nations, states
and coloniey have been examined in order to compile this first complete hand-
book of the laws of co-cperative association. A digest of the laws of each
state, with a list of all relevant acts, is preceded by a general introduetion to
this new division of legislation. This book also forms the latter half of The
Year Book of Agriculiural Co-operation, 1933.

CO-OPERATIVE BANKING.
By N. Barovu, with an Introduction by Rt. Hon.

SIDNEY WEBB, LL.B. Demy 8vo. 375 pp. 1I5s.

The Co-opsrative News: “ This book is undoubtedly one of the most
important and valnable additions made to the literature of Co-operation in
recent years, It is comprehensive, authoritative and almost judicial im its
dispassionate survey of the vast subject. Based on pmlonged and wide

logical and he]pful that what he says is bound to have great influence on
co-operative banking policy, both national and mterna.hona.l

THE CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT IN INDIA.
By ELeanor M. HoucH, Ph.D., with an Intro-
duction by the late Rt. Hon. Sik HORACE
PLunNkeTrT, K.C.V.0. Demy 8vo. 368 pp. 15s.

This book presents an exhaustive analysis of Co-operation and its problems
in India, and makes a welcome addition to recent Co-operative literature, for
it .represents a dispassionate examination of the movement without bm.s,
communal or regional. It is in no sense of the term a ** tourist production,”
but represents the result of the author’s first-hand investigations, aided by
personal discussions with eminent Co-operative workers and visits to typical

Co-operative organizations,

P. S. KING & SON, LTD,,
14 Great Smith Street, London, S.W.1.
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