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FOREWORD

N continuation of its series of studies of the cost of living
in the United States which was begun in 1918, the Na-
tional Industrial Conference Board issued early in 1928

a comprehensive volume entitled *“The Cost of Living in the
United States, 1914-1927."” This volume reproduced all the
facts in the cost of living which have been ascertained by the
Board in its investigations of the cost of living from 1914 to
the end of 1927. The volume also contained a discussion
of the problems involved in measuring the cost of living and
its changes, a special study of the comparative cost of food
in different cities, as well as a full account of the methods pur-
sued by the National Industrial Conference Board in the col-
lection and tabulation of data to form its index of changes in
the cost of living.

The present analysis is intended as a supplement to last
year’s publication, and presents the results of the Conference
Board’s studies for the year 1928. The tables here published
continue those in the more comprehensive study of last year,
and a note on each table states on which page of the original
volume information for the years 1914 through 1927 will be
found. A short explanation of the trend of the cost of living
for the year, together with the facts necessary to link the
year 1928 to the previous series, concludes the statement.

This volume is the result of an investigation conducted by
the Conference Board’s Research Staff, under the super-
vision of the Board’s Staff Economic Council.

In the preparation of its studies the National Industrial
Conference Board avails itself of the experience and judg-
ment of the business executives who compose its member-
ship, and of recognized authorities in special fields, in addi-
tion to the scientific knowledge and equipment of its Re-
search Staff. The publications of the Board thus finally
represent the result of scientific investigation and broad busi-
ness experience, and the conclusions expressed therein are
those of the Conference Board as 2 body.

il
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THE COST OF LIVING IN THE
UNITED STATES IN 1928

N index of the cost of living measures the changes in
the retail prices of a group of commodities, supple-
mented by the cost of certain services and other

household expenditures. The index of the National Indus-
trial Conference Board follows the common practice of such
indexes throughout the world in being based upon the house-
hold needs of the industrial wage earner. In order to arrive
at a general level of prices applicable to such expenditure,
it is necessary to determine what the wage earner buys, in
what quantities he buys and what prices he pays.

The first two steps in the proceeding are preliminary.
Budget studies give a good idea of the distribution of the
wage earner’s expenditure among the principal groups of pur-
chases which serve his daily needs. Within each group they
disclose with reasonable accuracy what are the chief items
of expenditure, the quantities consumed and how much is
spent for each. When the purposes and distribution of ex-
penditure deemed appropriate and customary for a wage
earner’s family at a given time and place have been deter-
mined, the problem of constructing the index number of
changes in the cost of living is to ascertain how the total cost
of living changes by reason of changes in prices or cost of the
various items and their quantities which enter into the stan-
dard budget. Since the latter is commonlyassumed to remain
unchanged, it will be seen that the index of the cost of living
is in fact the index of the composite retail prices of a group
of commodities and services chosen to represent the typical
expenditure of a wage earner’s family.

The objects of expenditure and their grouping used in the
index of the National Industrial Conference Board are de-
rived in the main from pre-war budget studies and represent
the expenditures of wage earners’ families as they were in
1914, The index of the cost of living computed on this basis
shows how much more a wage earner’s family would have to

1



2 THE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928

s‘i;;end today in order to live in the same manner as it did in
14.

It is sometimes argued that, since by reason of the in-
crease in real wages the industrial worker has today a higher
scale of living than before the war, the index of the cost of
living should be based upon the present expenditures of the
wage earning classes. If this could be done the result would
be to change somewhat the nature of the comparison. The
index of the cost of living would then show how much more
the industrial worker has to pay for his living now than would
have been necessary in 1914, had he been able at that time to
live as he does now. There has recently been a revision of
the index of wholesale prices computed by the United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Without going too far into de-
tail it may be said that the former index was based upon
commoadity sales in 1919, while the new index is based upon
sales of 1923-1925. One result of this revision is that the new
wholesale price index shows an advance over pre-war prices
which is less than that shown by the former index. Ob-
viously, the reason for such a shift arises from the increased
general consumption of individual goods which have had
only a moderate advance in price, or the cost of which, asin
the case of electric current for light and power purposes, has
actually declined.

Until a new investigation of wage earners’ budgets, which
is urgently needed and for which the United States Bureau
of Labor Statistics is pleading, has been made, it will be im-
possible to determine whether, or in what degree, the shifting
of consumption in the families of industrial wage earners
may have made the increase in their cost of living actually
less than it appears to be under the familiar standards of
measurement. But it is certain that if an index could be
constructed on the proposed basis, the gap between the old
and new method of measurement is not likely to be so large
as in the case of wholesale prices. Within the range of in-
come represented by that of wage earners’ families now and
in 1914, there is not much room for indulgence in these fields
of expenditure, largely in the class of luxuries and semi-
luxuries, in which the price advance has been more moderate
than in the body of goods which serve daily necessities.
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Of course the significance of the price level is wholly rela-
tive. Whether it is high or low relative to some earlieg date
would be a matter of utter indifference if incomes chan
in exactly the same proportion. Since the price level of the
cost of living began to rise above that of 1914, the wage
earner has seen his wages advance to even higher levels, so
that today his income will purchase considerably more than
formerly of the necessities and comforts of life. If, as sug-
gested in a previous paragraph, the method of computation
has a tendency to exaggerate slightly the increase of the cost
of living over that of 1914, his position is really rather more
favorable than appears upon the surface. How much better
can not be precisely measured.

There has not been as yet any authoritative determination
of the worker’s expenditures in recent years. Until such
studies may be made, the historian of changes in the cost of
living must content himself with the best materials at hand.
Though it is recognized that the method may have its im-
perfections, the following pages are devoted to a study of the
changeswhich mayhave taken placein1928in the prices which
theindustrial worker must payinorder toliveashe did in 1914,

The Total Cost of Living

Table 1 shows for each month of the year 1928 the total
cost of living compared with July, 1914, and figures for the
principal major groups of expenditure of which the total cost
1s composed. The same facts are shown graphically in the
chart which faces page 1.

For the total cost of living the range of variation during
the year was slight. It varied from a minimum of 160.9%
of the price level of July, 1914 in the month of June, to a
maximum of 163.4%, of the July,1914 price level in the month
of September. Although the year started in January with a
level comparatively high, the immediately succeeding months
showed a slight drop in the level, which with minor interrup-
tions reached its minimum in June. In the second half of the
year the highest level was reached in September, and al-
though there was later some diminution, the general level
for the second half of the year (162.2) was a trifle higher than
that for the first half of the year (161.5).



4 THE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928

TasLe 1: Inpex Numeers oF TEE Cost oF Living 1IN
AvERAGE AMERICAN CoMMUNITIES, MONTHLY, FROM
Janvary To DEcEMBER, 1928, BY SEPARATE
Bupcer ITEMS
July, 1914 = 100
{MNacional Induserial Confe Board}

Nore.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in 2 correspendin
table (No. 8) on page 71 in “The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927.

Food | Housing | Clohing | T35 | Sundsies | Toul

anuary, 1928.........) 155 | 166 | 172 | 163 | 172 | 1631
ebruary, 1928.. ... 152 | 165 | 171 | 163 | 172 | 1615
March, 1928. .. ... 0.0 151 | 165 | 173 | 163 | 171 { 1611
April, 1928, 110 12 | 163 | 171 | 10 | 171 | 1608
y, 928, ........... 154 163 171 158 171 161.5
}une, 1928000 153 | 162 | 11 | 158 | 171 | 1609
wiy, 1928, ... 153 | 161 | 174 | 138 | 17 | 181
Auvgust, 1928, ....... 154 161 173 159 171 1614
September, 1938.. .. .. 158 | o161 | 17a | 10 | 171 | 1634
- October, 1928, ... ... 157 | 161 | 173 | 161 | 17 | 1429
November, 1928....... 157 160 172 162 171 1626
December, 1928.......1 156 | 160 | 170 | 163 | 71 | 1620

When changes in the index are as slight as those noted,
they bear witness to a comfortable stability in the wage
earner’s cost of living. The net changes in the index here

noted are the result of an infinite variety of minor causes,
some of which have to do with the prices themselves, and
some of which resuit from the manner in which prices are
collected and tabulated. In this respect an index of the cost
of living is similar to any other instrument of measurement.
It is in some degree influenced by the conditions under which
it is used, and when the utmost precision of measurement
is required, such disturbing influences, unless their effects are
removed or discounted, may appreciably affect the resulting
measurement. But in the effort to measure economic move-
ments such disturbing conditions can not well be removed.
The most that can be done is to concede their presence 2s a
possible cause of variation in results.

Net changes in the aggregate index, the resultant of con-
flicting changes in the elements which compose it, change in
one direction being in part compensated by changes in the
other, are necessarily smaller than the changes in the prin-
cipal groups of expenditure, which may now be considered.
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Food

Among the various groups of prices and services that go
to make up the cost of living, those of food are the most
important. The index of food used by the National Indus-
trial Conference Board for the computation of the general
cost of living is that issued monthly by the United States
Bureau of Labor Statistics. This Bureau collects monthly
the price of forty-three articles of food in 51 of the principal
cities of the United States.' It obtains a total price in each
city by multiplying the price of each article on the list by the
quantities commonly consumed, and summing up the re-
sults. From these aggregate costs at different dates the
measure of the price change for the group is obtained.

A most cursory examination of the table brings out the
fact that the general level of food prices throughout the year
was lower than that of any other group. The comparatively
low level of farm prices, which is the farmer’s chief grievance,
finds a reflection in a comparatively low level of retail food
prices. The divergence between the level of food prices and
those of other retail prices is not, however, so great as is the
divergence between the levels of farm prices and those of
non-agricultural products at wholesale. The reason for this
greater divergence lies in the fact that after a given product
has left the farm it accumulates value through processes of
manufacture and of distribution before it finds its way, ready
to be eaten, to the dining table of the consumer. The in-
fluences, whatever they may be, which have operated to
hold back the increase of farm prices since the depression
year 1921, have had no effect upon these other elements of
value which enter into the retail prices of food products.
None the less, it is clear that the industrial wage earner has
to some extent profited by the distress of the farmer.’

It will be observed also that the table shows more change
from one month to another in the case of the food index than
in that of other groups of expenditure. This is clearly under-
standable. Certain food products have marked seasonal
fluctuations in price. This is particularly true of such items

t For liat of articles priced and cities in which prices are collected, with & full de.

h Boars,

scription of methods of combination, see, National Industrial Conference
*The Cost of Living in the United States, 19141927, p. 31.
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as butter, eggs, potatoes and other vegetables.! It is further
to be considered that no articles of retail trade are so sensi-
tive to price changes as those bought in the grofery store and
the meat market. In these common necessities of life there
is a much finer shading of prices than in other commodities.
Prices of most commodities vary in multiples of 5 or 10 cents,
while food products often vary in price by one cent or its
multiples.

These factors working together produce relatively large
variations in retail food prices with a tendency towards a
somewhat indistinct seasonal movement. A comparison of
monthly prices in the years 1926 and 1927 shows that in
August the food index was at its lowest point, and that prices
later in the year tended to increase. Between the high point
in January and the low point in July, there was in these years
.a secondary advance occurring in April in 1926, and in June
in 1927, The movement of the index in 1928 shows consider-
able divergence from this model. It was lowest in March,
this level was followed by a slight advance until May, re-
peating, though in less marked degree, the secondary spring
upward movement noted in 1926 and 1927. The summer de-
pression of the price level in June and July was less marked
than either of the two years immediately preceding, and
failed to bring the level below the point noted in March.
After July the upward swing of prices, unlike that in the
other years, had spent its force in September, and was fol-
lowed by a slight decline which has continued over into the
first months of 1929, By reasons of these ups and downs of
the index, a comparison of the level in 1928 with the previous
year can be made only on the annual average. It wasslightly
lower in 1928 than in 1927 and perceptibly lower than in
1926.

Housing

Rents in 1928 were at a higher level compared with July,
1914, than were food prices, and in fact showed an index close
to that of the total cost of living. The difference between
the highest index in January and the lowest in December is
somewhat less than the difference between the highest and

L bid.,, pp. 77-78,
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lowest levels of the food index. On the other hand, unlike the
fluctuations in the prices of food, the change in the level of
rents during the year 1928 is that of a steady progression
downward.

This movement of the index is made up of changes hereand
there throughout the country. In any given community it
is not in the nature of rents to change frequently or to change
by such small amounts as are indicated by the rent index.
When changes occur in any city they are usually of greater
magnitude but they occur at comparatively long intervals.
In a few cases the changes may be upward, but the testimony
of the figures is that the tendency toward change, which con-
cretely shows itself in one group of communities in one month
and in another group of communities in another month, is
downward.

It follows from what has been said that one should not ex-
pect in any given community a rent movement exactly paral-
lel to the rent movement n the country at large. While
there can be no denying of general tendencies revealed by
averages, actual rents in any given place are frequently
sharply influenced by local conditiens. One city is rapidly
expanding its population and building has not kept up with
the growth of population. Rents rise, new buildings are
erected, and soon the upward flight of rents is checked. Per-
haps the building boom overreaches itself, housing accommeo-
dations become in excess of demand and rents begin to fall.
Another city grows slowly in population or even stagnates.
Accommodations are relatively plentiful, and in a period
of generally rising prices rents do not feel the upward im-
petus. In a relatvely small city the erection of a large
manufacturing plant may cause a housing shortage, while
the withdrawal of such a concern to another locality may
result in empty dwellings and depressed rents.

Table 2 suggests the importance of these considerations
and the significance of local conditions in determining the
rent level. In a few localities rents are now double or more
what they were in 1914. In many others they have not
advanced by as much as 50%, and in a few the evidence which
has been gathered is that they have not advanced at all.

(Text continued on page 1)



TaBLE 2: EsTIMATED AVERAGE PERCENTAGES OF INcREASE IN RENTS oF Wace Earwers’ Houses,
MonNTHLY, FROM JaNuarY To DECEMBER, 1928, as Comparen wiTH JuLy, 1914

(Nagional Judustriat Conli

Board)

Nore.—This table continues the figires for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding table (No. 10) on page 82 in “The Cost of Living in the United

States, 1914-1927,
Cicies Jan. Feb. ~ Mar, April May June July Aug. Bept, Oct, Nov. Dec,
Akron, Qo coiviieren. Jd 81 6170 &1 6170 6170 6170 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-7) €1-70 6170
a\lhan;'. NoXeroiiviarioans 101-210 | 101-110 | XO0t-110 | 91-JE0 41100 9-100 | 91100 91100 21100 91100 100 | 91100
Allentown, Pa... . 1 111-120 | 111-120 | IiI-120 | 111~120 | 111-120 L] 111-120 | Iit-120 | 111-120
Alliance, (5[-:“; ,,,,,, 100rdessd 10 0rlerss [[0orlexsd |10 orlessd 10 orleass (10ortesss [100clesss [100rleass |10 or lesye
Alsoonn, Pa, 4150 4150 4150 50 4]~ 41-50 41-50 1 4150
Ann Atbor, Mich........... 141-150 | 171-180 | 191-200 | 131-140 | 201-210 | 281-290 | 241-250 b ¥
Appleton {Vu .............. 4150 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 4150 41-50
Atlaota, Gas oy sisarisrnas. 1-30 1-30 -30 =30 1-30 2130 2130 ~30 30 21-30 2-30 21-30
Atlantic City, N L. ... ... =120 | 11-120 | 111-120 | 11-120 § 13-120 | IND-120 | X11-120 | 111-120 | 200020 | 100110 | IOL-210 [ 100-110
Avgusta, Ga........oiuete 1-30 -3 =30 21-30 21-30 -30 21-30 ~30 ~30 2130 21-30 11-20
gﬂ'&'}"&'ﬁﬂ”ﬁ;&,‘_: e 61:70 61;70 61;70 5 1;6(1 51;60 51;60 51;60 Sl;ﬁO 5 l;60 41;50 ﬂ;SD 41:50
y City, Mich............. b b b b b b b 13 b b b b
Bnyonne. N Joriiaiianns 1 81-50 1-90 81-20 81-90 8190 81-90 1 71-30 T1-80 71-80 71-80
Besuoont, Tex., cvannvnnnns L1200 | L41-150 | 141-150 | 141-150 | 141-150 | 141-150 | 141150 | 141-150 | 131140 | 131-140 | 1R21-130
Be[llnfham Wash 2130 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 | 21-30 21-30 21-30
Betke Ey. . 61-70 61~-70 61——70 8170 71-80 61-70 61-70 61-70 51-60 51-60 51-60
Berhichem P vesvarariand B1-90 81-90 1-90 81-90 B1-50) 81490 8190 B1-90 81-90 81-%) 81-90
Billinge, (Y SRR 1-10 1-10 1-10 1 10 1-10 ~10 119 2130 2130 21-30 21-30 21-30
Bioghamton, N. Y.......... 71-80 71-80 ~-80 81-90 81-99 81-90 8150 81-50 B1-90 81-90 81-90 1-90
Birmingham, Aln... 11-20 1120 11-20 1~ 1140 1120 11-20 10 1-10 110 1-10 1-10
B:umﬂ;‘h'!a;a ...... 1-80 7180 1-80 71-80 71-80 7180 6170 61-70 €1-70 §1-90 1-90 8190
Bridgeport, Conn, 21-30 230 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 2130 21-30 21-30 21-30
tackton, Mam.. .. 111-120 | 11-120 | 111-120 | 15-120 | 10120 | 101-120 { 101=130 | 111=120 | 111-120 [ 113~120 | 111-120 | 111-120
Buffalo, K. ¥ 100110 | =119 | 101-130 1~100 9100 | 101-110 | 101-130 | 101-11Q | 101-110 | 202-150 | 101-150
Butte, Mont. #0 or Texan | 40 or Tesss | 40 or legan | 40 or lessw | 40 or lesss | 40 or leser b 40 or lexss | 40 ar leass | 40 or lesws | 40 or fems
Cambridge, Mass 41~5( 4150 4150 41-50 1-30 21-30 21-30 21-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 -
Cumdeo, N, J.. 10120 ] 111-120 101-110 | 100-110 | 104110 b 7180 71-80 71--80 71-80 71-80
Canton, Ohig, .. ... | 2130 2130 1~10 1~ -10 ~1() 1-10 10 1-10 1~10 1-10 110
Champaigo, Ill............. i1-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 3140 3149 3140 40 340 31-40




Charleseon, 8.C............ 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 3140 1140 1-40 -4 3140 1140
C“\atunw;a. Tmn .......... 51-60) 51-60 51-60 $1-60 51-60 51-60 51-60 41500 w30 41-50 4150
Chester, Pa.. ...ovvnvinnoan 111-120 III 120 111-120 | 113-120 | 111-120 | 110-120 | AL-E20 | Yid-120 | 1L1-120 | ddg-E20 1 100-120 | 1120
Chicagn, NI ... 000000, .| 81-90 7180 71-80 71-80 71-80 80 1-80 {80 1-80 71-80 71-80
Cincinnati, Obio. ...........| 101-110 101-110 -1 | 101-110 | 100-110 | 101-110 | 9100 M-100 | 91-100 | 91-100 81-90 81-%0
Cleveland, Ohio, .. ....uvu 51-60 51-60 51-60 $1-60 5180y 5160 3140 3140 n-40 3140 3140 3140
Cufeon, M. I .00 00000000 ) b . b b ) v b b b b b
Clinton, la,. ..............|] 81-90 81-90 81-90 71-80 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-70 31-60
Colambria, §, ¢ 21-30 1120 11-30 11-20 111 1I~20 11-20 1120 1-10 1-1Q Jm 1} 1~30
Colombug, Obia..o...... PO I ) 7180 71-80 71-80 7180 7180 7180 71-80 1180 ~80 71-80 71-80
Concord, N. H., 51-60 51-60 51-60 71-80 71-80 71-80 111-120 | 111120 | 111-120 | 111120
Council kluﬁl. 110 110 1~10 110 110 114 ~-10 1-10 1160 10
Covington, r 20100 { 91000 | 91100 | BI-90 81-90 #1-90 8190 8140 814 BI-50
allag, Tex 21-30 2130 2130 U~30 2130 21-30 21-30 21~30 21-30 21-30
Dumfle. ... 3O or lesss | 30 ar leser | 30 or less | 30 08 lese® | JO o Lewwe | 50 ox e | 50 or lesss | 50 or leasd | 50 or femw® | 50 or lew®
Davenpore, Ta 2 or Teser | 20 or lesws | 20 or lewes | 20 or femw | 20 or Teww | 20 or lexww | 20 of lesor | 20 0 leawe { 20 or Leans | 20 or leaws
Dayron, Ohin....... (1] - 81-90 1 1-4K) 1-5%) 1-90 81-90 1-59) 8190 71-80 71-80
Denver, Col, . ..., .. 41~-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 4£1-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 51-60 51-60
Dea Moines, I, v . 1120 -0 11-20 11--20 11-720 170 110 110 1~-140 110 110 I~}
Detraic, Micho.ovar. 0o 81-90 81-90 8190 8140 81-50 81-90 $1-90 #1-0 81-90 190 R1-%) BI-90}
Dibraque, Ta.. oo viauia 140 340 31-40 340 3140 3140 3140 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50
:)lllll!?l lml ........ I~10 110 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 110 i~10 1-10 10 i-10 I~10
F.ane St Lowis Cvaesaaas $1.60 S1-60 41-50 50 A1-50 50 4150 4150 4150 4150 50 50
,!mbet N, j cosrevinaedp 101-110 | 101-110 | 101-110 | 101-310 { 101-110 | 101-110 | tO1-110 | 1OM-110 | 101-110 | 101~110 { 101-130 | 101-1i0
] iad. P §1-60 51-60 51-60 51~-60 = 41-51 41-50 41-50 +1-50 -50 41-50 41-50
Elmire, N. Yoo vio 810 G110 6170 170 6170 61*70 6170 6110 8110 6170 6170 8110
] Pawer, Tewos.aua.. 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 - 1-10 1-10 1-10 11-20) 11-20 11-20 11-20
Elyria, Oio. .. ... 000 b » b b b ® b v b b b b
m. Wy anreneraisean-| 101130 [ 101-110 91-100 | 9100 | 91-100 | 91-100 91-100 | 91-100 | %1100 91-100 { 91-100 | 101-110
evannville, Ind...oooionoooo| 1404150 | BUJ20 ) 130120 | M-120 | 10120 | XME-020 [ M00-120 | A00-E20 | 100020 | 10-120 | 033120 | fRi-120
Everere, Wanh.......o000u00 3140 3140 3140 3140 31-40 3140 31-40 1140 21-10 2130 21.-30 11-20
Fall River, Mam, . ... 3140 3140 3140 3140 -0 3140 340 -0 3140 3140 3140 3140
anm'wl e N.C...o0 ¥ b b L b b b L b b b
line, Mich.......... 81-90 8190 -0 71-80 8190 81-90 71-60 71-80 71-80 81-90 81-90 71-80
Fort 'Warn:. Ind..... . 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1~10 1-10 1-10 11-20 1120 11-20 11-20
Forth Worch, Tex...... cered] 110 1-10 1-10 1-10 110 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 110
it 2L DIV $1-60 5140 5160 41-50 41-50 3140 1140 n- 1140 31-40 3140 3140
Geneva, N. Y., ..., b 51-60 51-60 51-60 $1-50 S1-60 4 51-60 51-60 51-60 S1-60 §1-60
Grand Rapids, Mich o 151160 | 151-160 | ASI-160 | ASI-I160 | 121-130 | 120-130 | 121-130 | 123-130 | 131140 | 151160 | t&l-t70 | 161170
Greae Falls, Mont... ...\ .. $1-60 160 S16) 1-60 5160 $1-60 S1-60 $1-60 6110 61~7() 6110 6170
Decrease bNo report
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TanLe 2: EstiMATED AVERAGE PERCENTAGES OF INCrREASE 1IN Rents oF WaGE Earwers' Houses,

MonTtHLY, FrRoM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, As CompaRED with Juvry, 1914—(Continued)
{Nationsl Industrisl Conference Board)

Note.~This table continues the figures for 19141927 given in a corresponding table (Na. 10) on page 82 in “The Cost of Living in the United
States, 1914-1947,"

Feb, Mar, April May June July Aug, Sept. Oct. Nov. Dee.

Cities
ilton, Ohio 31-4) 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 b 31-40 3140 31-40 3140 5160
Harricbueg, Pa.. ... 41-50 4150 4150 41-50 4180 4150 4150 4150 41-50 4150 4150
d, Conn .~ 41-50 4150 41-50 41-50 4150 4150 41-50 4150 41-50 41-50 J1-40
averhill, Maps.. 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 | 200r Jesss | 20 or leass | 20 or lesss | 20 or lesst | 200 or lews® | 20 or lesn | 20 ar lewyd
boken, N. ... . M=120 | 1I-020 | X120 | 100-120 | L0220 | RXR-120 | B0A-20 | MAR-120 [ DRM-d20 | FM1-120 | MER-020
Holyoke, Mass.......... o 8190 8190 8150 TH~-80 71-80 7140 71-80 71-80 T1-80 71-80 71-80 71-80
Hoquiam, Wash.. ... ... .. 131-140 | 131-140 | 13-130 | 131-140 | 131-140 | 121-130 | I21-130 | 121-330 | 121-3130 | 111-120 | EIE~-120 | 111-120
Haouston, Tex,, . ovovvvua. . 1-10 210 110 i~10 110 110 ~10 110 110 1-10 1-10 -0
Huntington, W. Va....... ., b b 2130 21~30 21~30 2130 21-30 21-30 2130 11-20 1120 1120
Indianapelin, Ind.. . ........ 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 112G 11-20
Jackson, Mich,...... 101110 1 191-110 | 100-110 | 01240 | 100110 | JOI-KYO | 1GI-1100 | I0i~I10 | MGI~10O { 101-13G | XDE-420 | M11-120
Jacknanville, Fla, . . 3140 3140 140 31-40 3140 3140 3140 3140 | 31-40 3140 340 3140
Jersey Ciry, N. J.. . ..| 101-510 | 101-110 | l01-110 | 1Oi-110 | 10i-E10 | 1OL-EMO 91-100 91-100 91-100 91100 91100 91-100
ohnatown, Pa.., .. .. s 131140 | 111-120 | 111-120 | 111920 | 1%i-120 | 111-120 | Eit-120 | 111-120 | QED-120 | LRI-120 | IDI-120 | L11-12Q
Kalamaoo, Mich.. . ........ b b b b b b b b b b b

Kaoaxs City, Kans. 7180 | 7160 | 7180 | 7100 | 20 | g0 | mso | 7w | 7180 | €0 | st-m
Kanaas Gy Ma... gl-i0 | Si-10 | gi-100 | gi-top | oi-i0p | S-l00 | 91-100 | f01-lio | foI-110 | el-lo0 | 9i-100
enonN, 1 PO

6
9
101-11 - - - . - - - - -1 | 131-140 | 131-140
Keoothm, War-. .. 0110 | 101110 | 101110 | 101110 | 131140 | 31-040 | 131-40 | I31-140 | 1I-10 | 1110 :
¥

- 1 1-40 1-40 31-40 3140 2130 21-30 2130 I- -3 «30
Lafayetro, Jnd........... .. 121-130 | 121-130 | 121-130 | 121-130 { 121-130 | 121-130 | 121-130 | 121-13C | 121-t30 | I21-130 | 121-130 } 121-130

Laoemater, Pavooooovien, 5160 51-60 5160 5160 5140 5160 5160 51-60 S1-60 S1-60 41-80 1-50
Lanaing, Mich. | 1120 11-20 =20 -0 11-20 1120 =20 1-20 1120 =20 1120 112G
awrence, Mas b b b b b b b b b b b b

i o0 110 | =20 | B0 | -2 | u-20 | 1-20 | n-20 | 21-30 | 2130 | 120 | 1120
Lictle Rock, Ask.. 00000000 41-50 | #~50 | 020 | 2-20 { 1-20 | 11-20 | 130 | Wm0 | w20 | Yo | a-20 | x-20

Lor Angeles, Cal.. .......... 71-60 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 &1-70
Louisville, Ky, N 21-100 31-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 £1-90 81-50 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90

N, M. . .
Ly, Mam.. . o] 3140 3140 31-40 3140 3140 1140
acon, G ool 61-70 5170 §1-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 6170 61-7{ 61-70




1T

5500, Wit onesrsesrs] #1-50 | 4150 | 3140 | 3140 [ 3~40 | 3140 | 3140 | 3140 | 3140 | 340 | 3140 [ 140
ﬂ:]dsu, M:l: ...... PP 7180 71-80 T1-850 7180 7180 71-80 71-80 71-80 7180 7i-80 7180 7180
Mancheser, N.H........ Pt 4 B ) 2130 2130 - e, -3} 2130 - 130 b 2130 2130
Massillon, Ohio...... veeere] 10110 | 101110 | 101-E10 | 101110 | 101-it0 | 101110 91100 | 101110 91100 91400 91100 91~-100
Memphis, Teno.. . oo eoonao .- 4] 41-50 41-50 4 4 -60 1-70 61-70 &1-10 61-70
s Mont., o ... 20 or Tesws | 2000r Jeww | 20 or Teswr | 20 or lesws | 20 or Tesas | 20 or lesws | 20 or lesws | 20 or leews | 10 or Yeswt | 10 or Tewss | 10 or leses | 10 af legw
A w?.”f’. b B190" |~ 81 81-50 -0 | 910 8 190" | 7180 | 73-80 | 71-80
anwpolu, Ming, .
Umhﬂhc. Tettte o ovennrns
Newark, N. P
New Bedfor Mm
New Brivain,
ew Haven, Conn..
New Orleans, .
New York, N.Y....... veene] T1E0 T1-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 7180 1-80 7 7180 7180 180
Niagara Falh NYooooooo. 21-30 21-30 21-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 2130 21-30 2130 21-30 2130 21-30
1 ........ .4 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 11-20 11-20 11-20 i1-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20
Oatlzmi Ca e necraeans ] 6170 L1-T0 GL-70 61-70 5160 51-60) -6} 5160 5160 5160
Oklahoma City, Okla.. . A wor-110 | 000 1 10100 | 105110 94100 1100 91100 211X} 20100 1 101010 | 100-110 { 101110
Omaha, Neb..oooooo-ooooro| 10.0r lessn | 10 0 leses | 10 ar Teast i~10 10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 I-10
Pasadena, Cal....ooo0vavu e 5160 S1-60 51-60 510 51-40 5160 5160 51-60 51-60 51-60 Si-60 5160
mlw. e reons]|  BL1-SD 8190 8190 8l 81 8190 BE-9Q 8190
Paterion, N. J.. ..o, 121-130 | 120130 | 120130 { 121+J30 | 120=130 | 121-130 | §20-430 | 121-130 | 121130 | 121-130 | 120-130 | 121-130
Pawtucker, n | P, e b b b b b b b
X 1 1120 11-20 11-20 1120 11200 1130 1120 11-30 11-20 11-20) H-20 1120
m'f.':'a'ielph... Pi gicion | si-joo | <100 | st | s | & 4190 | 8190 8140 50 | 810
Ak g | GO g | | (e | | 5 i | T |l | i
it a,. - - -
Port lilzan. Mich.. ... 71-80 7180 1-80 71-80 Gl-100 | 91~100 | 91~100 | 91-100 | 91100 [ 91-100 | 91100 | 914100
Portland, Me.......... ceend]  41-50 41-50 41-50 £1-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 £1-50 41-50 £1~50 41-50 41;50
Porthand, Ot .o ooren. 4150 41-50 41-50 41-50 4150 41-50 41-50 41-50 1-40 1-40 3140
"’nrumour.h. \Z 1-10 110 ~10 1-10 10 1~10 110 1-10 110 1-10 110 119
Providence, B. L.. ... §1-60 5180 §1-60 5150 5 51-60 S1-60 51-€0 51-40 51-60 5180 5160
Pueblo, Colv v .t 61-70 5160 $1-60 51-60 51-60 51-60 51-60 5160 61-70 61-70 61-7T0 61-10
iy My v Lo b b . b v b b b b
acine, Wis....... Ceaeians 8150 81-90 81-%0 101-110 | 111120 | 111120 81-90 8190 101-110 91-100 91100 7180
Reading, Pa.....ocovvvnenen 71-80 71-80 71-80 1-80 71-80 61-70 9]1-100 91~100 B1-90 81-90
Rizhmond, ind ............ Jq 7180 7180 71-80 ¥i-80 7180 b 71-80 7180 7180 ~B1) 71-80 71-80
Richrmond, V.. Ceevsane 1-10 1-10 1~10 110 1-10 10 110 I-10 1~10 1-10 1-10 1-10
SDecrease bNo report
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TasLe 2: EsTIMATED AVERAGE PERCENTAGES oF INCREASE IN RENTS oF Wack EARNERS’ Houses,

Mo~THLY, FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, s COMPARED WITH Jury, 1914~(Continued)
(National Indusrial Conference Bonrd)

Nore.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in 2 corresponding’ table (No, 10) on page 82 in “ The Cost of Living in the United
Staces, 1914-1927,"

Cities Jun. Feb, Mar. April May June July Aug, Sept, Oct, Nov. Dec.

Riverside, Cal,,..........,. B1-90 §1-50 81-90 b 6170 €1-70 6170 8190 8150 #1490 §1-50 8190
Roapoke, Vi, .. ..... o] #0.0r leses | 40 or leaws | 40 or leaa® | 40 o7 lewss | 40 0 Jewaw | 40 o less® | 40 ar lesan | 4000r lenss | 40 65 leem 40 oc least | 40 or Lenss | 40 or lesss
Rochoster, N, Y., . 8190 B1-90 B1~90 B1-9G 81-90 41-90 81-90 81-90 B1-90 8190 81-90 1-90
Rockford, IR......... 61-10 61-70 €]-70 61-70 61-70 61~70 61-10 61~70 G1=70 6170 6170 61-70

acraments, Cal - b b b b b ] b ] ] b [} b
Saginaw, Mich........... voop o 41450 41-50 4150 41-50 4150 41-50 41-50 4150 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50
St. osepk, Mo, ., ......... 21-30 21-30 2i-310 21-30 31-40 3140 31-40 31-40 31-40 3140 3140 3140

t. Louis, Mq,, .. L) 890 A1-9 8190 8190 §1-50 71~80 7120 7180 780 1180 7180 7180
8¢, Paul, Mino.,, .. .. 1120 1120 1120 11-10 11-10 1130 11~30 1140 1120 11-20 11-20 11-20
Salt Lake Cicy, Utaly. 11-20 11-20 11-20 1120 1120 1-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-2Q 11-20 11-20
8an Antonin, Tex...........| 71-80 7180 8170 61-70 61-70 6170 6170 61~70 61~10 61-70 7180 7180
Sxn Dicgo, Cal., .\ .. ... 00, 91100 #1100 100 B1-90 8190 8180 81-90 81090 .| 81~9%0 81-20 8150 8190
San Franoneo, Cal., .. ... 41-30 41-50 1140 3140 3140 3140 3140 3140 3140 3140 340 3140
San Josk, Cal,.,,...... ... 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 4150 41-50 £1-50 £1-50 41-50 £1-50
Savannah, Ga... o0 11-20 1120 11-30 1~20 11~20 1120 11-20 1330 11~20 1120 120 U-20
Schenectady, N. Y., . 61-70 &1-70 61-70 " 61-70 61-70 81-70 61-70 61-10 61-70
corabuf, N, 00 3140 140 | nse | nto | ato | ste | nto | nte | nte | uto
RCEAN) R
.wa:dm“‘,ﬂ: rravaian, . 3140 3140 3140 3140 3140 1140 -4 40 3140
Sedalia, Mo, ,.... . 01100, L] 20 orless™ | 20 or least | 20 or Jessn L] 20 ar lem® | 20 or lesst | 20 or lesen | 20 or lens® | 20 or less®

Sioux Civy, In.... .
Sious Falle, 8D
merville, Maga. . .

4150 4150 4130 41-50 4150 5180 5180 5 lgfo 5180
10 or lesss 1 10 or |esge l?ﬂ? ielu‘s' 10 or [eaws | 10 or leass | 10 ar Lews® | 10 or lexst | 10 or least { 10 or legd

104210 | 101-110 | IO1-11C | 101110 | 101-110 | 101-110
South Bend, Ind. . . 21-100 - 91100 21100 1-100 81-%) 91-100 81-90
Spokane, Wuh.. e 7180 7180 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 718} 7180 71~80
Spn:ngﬁeld. ne........ S1-50 §1-60 51-60 51-60 51-60 51-60 71-80 51-60 51-60 51-60 51-60 51-60
pringheld, Mage..... .. ., 41-50 31-40 3140 31-40 21-30 2130 21-30 2130 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30
Springficld, Ohio, . . 1-10 110 1-10 1-10 1-19 110 10 1-10 1-10. 1100 110 110
Superior, Wis,,......... M L 1-10 110 ~10) 1-10 1-10) 1-10 1~10 1-10 b 1-10 b

. 1
Byraewst, N. Y..... triaene.]  51-60 §1-60 $1-60 51-60 51~60 51-60 51-60 S1-60 51-60 51-60) 51-650 51-60



£

21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 11-20 11-20 11-20

b 81-90 B1-90 b 8150 8190 190

1120 1120 110 1-10 110 110 110

-0 3140 n-40 3140 340 3140 3140

3140 3140 3140 3140 3140 3140 31-40

41-50 41-50 41-50 4150 4150 4150 41~50

61-70 6]-70 61-70 61-70) 61-70 61-70 6170

21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 2-30 21-30 21-30

7180 71-80 7i-80 71-80 71-80 7I-80 11-80

7180 7180 7180 7180 7180 7180 7180

61-70 61-70 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80

21-30 21~30 1120 1120 w30 2130 2130
1-50 81440 91-100 | 101110 | 104100 | 100110 | 101-110

51-60 61-70 61-70 =70 e 61-70 61-70

10 or leas § 10 or Jess® | 10 or lessr b 10 or less® | 10 ot leser 1~10

71-80 7180 71-80 7180 7180 7180 7180

51-60 51-60 51-60 $1-60 51-60 51-80 51-60

M s i 130 " il;SO Jl;iﬂ Jl:‘lﬂ 31;40 3!;40 31;4:0 31;10
;gltei’.’n.. FUDIIOR 3140 31-40 3i-40 21-30 130 2130 120 11-20 110 110 1-10 1~10
Youngatowa, Ohio. .. ... 61-7T0 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 71-80 71-80 61-70 61-70 6170 61-70

»Dcreane bNo repore



14 THE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928

Clathing

Of all the main groups of expenditure that enter into the
wage earner's budget, clothing stands at the highest level
with respect to pre-war conditions in July, 1914. It will be
remembered that clothing was the first group to feel the up-
ward movement of prices and at the peak in 1920 held the
highest place. While it shared with other groups the decline
that followed, it came to rest at a higher level than other ele-
ments in the cost of living.

‘Taken as a whole, clothing makes a slower response to the
influences which bring about price changes than does, for
example, food. Variation from month to month from a mini-
mum price level of 170 in December to a maximum of 174 in
July and September was within a narrow range. Nor is
there, as was the case with rents, any evidence of any dis-
tinct movement in the general level; with no definite trend
observable, the index oscillates like a pendulum within very
restricted limits.

‘The prices of individual articles of clothing are shown in
Table 3, the indexes based upon them in Table 4.

An examination of the tables shows, as might be expected,
much greater variation in the prices and indexes for indi-
vidual articles than in the general clothing index. Much of
the change is due to the seasons and in none of the articles is
any conspicuous upward or downward trend to be noted.
More striking is the difference of the index levels for the
various commodities. At the end of the year these vary from
125 for women’s muslin underwear to 260 for women’s knit
underwear. The wide range of variation is suggestive of a
very different alignment of the prices of the various materials
and articles of wearing apparel now from that which pre-
vailed in 1914.

Table 5 distinguishes men’s and women’s clothing and
shows index numbers for each. A comparison of January
and December shows some decline in men’s clothing but none
in women’s. The two columns of the table show throughout
a slightly higher level for men’s clothing prices relative to
July, 1914, than for the prices of women's clothing.

{Text continued on page 20)
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TasLe 3: Averace ReraiL Prices or SELEcTED ARTICLES 0F YARD Goovs AND WEARING APPAREL,
MonNTHLY, ¥FROM JANUARY To DECEMBER, 1928
{(National Industrisl Conference Board)

Nore.~This table continues the figures for 1914~1927 given ina mrrespondin% table (No. 11) on page 97 in *“"The Cost of Living in the United
States, 1914-1927.”

- Seprem- Nover | Decen
: | February,| March, | Apnl, M umie, Jul August, October
Asticlem Iatyy |Janoaey, Febeuary Macch, | Aok | Mg | 3w | W% | NS wn || Sk | OB
Wool yard N
wlydeods L sion | sem | susoo | srers | meos | sisos | mez | sisor | sieee | sre0s | osissy | sisen | grst
Potin L 19 1 5160 | M35 | %366 | "aoo0 | “2050 | “2084 | “zoar | 2067 | “2o26 | T194 | T1ms | Lot
cBemwddatn. 101 3950 %0l 359 | 33ae ] 3356 | weos | X390 | 3419 | dos | 3408 | 3350 { 3%
ton
Perealer o oor| o029 | oms | oo | ozs | o8 | o2 { 029 | o208 | o021z [ ome | o024y 02
Gingham Dot | 3% | 6152 | ot | oles | o1ss | oiss | o1z | oma | oies | oise | oiss | ol
Longelot Sihet 0w | 0307 | o208 | o208 | o8 | oas | car | ons | oz | i | oim | 02
Frut of the loom Sl DI Oaui | 044 | oaea | 023 | 0246 | 0246 | o6 [ 0250 | 0247 [ 0246
e T 010 | 3381 ©341 ] o342 | odse | o33 | oseo | o3si | o¥st | oxr | 033 | 032 | 043
t
Wt er e oas | oma | o3 ] oza | 2w | o2 | o2e2 ] 03¢ | o022 | oaso | om3 | o2t oau
Nomerit 11 | e | GA7 | osie | o4 | odis | oal7 | 0425 | o8 | 0418 [ o400 | Oa06 | O
T
"Ments umom weits. ..o . 1 oso | 1005 | o987 | 1010 | osss | ooso | poss | ases | oms | 1008 | o aos | oom
g Women's vesa. 1L 010 | 0257 | 068 | o026 1| 03 | 0268 | o028l | 0272 | o277 | 02853 | o249 | 026
uall hdetwear
o crmbiandonn. . ...| 100 | 128 | 1270 | 1285 | 1277 | L1 L35 | 12 sy | rase | rae | r2as | a3
te
Meo' 15.00 sa7 | 2253 | aasss | 2360 | 2a2er | 20004 | 2280 | 24 a1 | oo | s | sno
13500 | 209 | 208 | 2l 2197 | 2511 | 25386 | DSy | e | Bz | B | 33044 | B
1000 { 21498 | 2. na4er | 21905 | 2298 | 20946 o | 21096 | 21368 | 21085 | 20888 | 20432
1099 1356008 | tessr | 18672 | 1sise | 1rerr | denz | leeaz | 16217 | 18us | 15604 | 19, 19944
oso | o012 | oozt | ooz | osor | vssz | osor | oses | osst | ovses [ osso | osrs [ oses
1w | 19| 139 0% | T3%¢ | Sami | dzer | vazz | vaer | nam | 1aes | 1264
. 1O | 18| I | tear | 1azs | 1de | vaes | vase | vess | 1ars | rdos { ra7 | 143
Men's meligoe shirta. ..ol 00 | U593 | 1S | pez | Teoo | 1Se9 | nssa | Lewr | Lesz | 1ew | 1SSz | 1889 [ 1570
Querdla... T 05| Nk | L4 Por | T | v | rest | g | deer ] 1siz | pae7 | 1es [ 1460
4]
e sso | sar | sass | swo| sas | s | soo ]| sse | sass | osme| sam | sns | s1e
Womenss, .. 50 | 520 | 3398 | 5 ehen | Taer | i | sim | sae | san | sasr | sans | Sl
Gves
Men's dogekin. .. ... ... cons 135 | 2166 | 2aae | zase | zow | zoss | zims | 2132 | 2w 2oss | 210 200} 2009
Women's cape. - ... 18 | 335 | 225 | 28 | 22 | 23 | 235 | 235t | 2038 | Zwed | 2237 | 22m | 2288
ats
Menta felt o vvver s, 200 vas | seor | agsz | sre | szs | sem | ame | 3mer | ssie | 2sr2 | s | 3em
Women weivet. ... ooo1 i 150 o %k | 2eis | 3t | o | zeis | ¥mo | zaiz | zama | 3a7 | 3ae | 3067
Women's straw. .. . oooeser: ol vk el 3| S s | 252 0 Zasd | aer | 2ase | zowa | 1bss | owess V17




Tasre 4: InpEx NumBrrs oF AVERAGE RETAIL PricEs oF SkLEcTED Yarp Goops anp WEARING

APPAREL, MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY TO DecemeEr, 1928
(Nutinml Tadustrial Conference Board)

Noure.~This table continues the figures for 1914—-1927 given in & corresponding tabIe (No, 12) on page 100 in “The Cost of Living in the United
States, 1914-1927,

Septem.- Novem-~ | Decem-
. ul anuary, |Febe March, | April May, une, Jul August, Oceober,
Articlea T07 [P [Fhmar| Macch | Apdl | Moy, | Juse | Juby | Augus, Ezg o2 | fem | ben
Wool yard good
SeRE e 00 | o162 | 1e0 | ez | 1 | 160 | 15 | e | te ! o1 | asr | ass | 1ss
Poplin Sl oreo | ome | oo | owar | ous | ass | 1k | 1 | 1 b e | 13 | 131 | 1%
Bmaciash O 100 | 165 | tet | e | xek | 166 | e | e | 10 | 1s8 | ks | e | 1éF
tid ax
Percale, o oxxeree 100 ) oze0 | 29 ) o | 2 | 2 | e | mo | ws | o | 22 | o |
Gi ” ] reo j o | 12 | w92 | ise | Tse | s | vez | iss | vas | 188 | s | 18
100 | a6z | eS| 1k | uee | 166 | 1z | w3 | i | | B | 1@ | 1
i | 1 159 | 10 | 1 | 19 | it | et | 161 1 62 | 161 | 162
100 [ 3 | 139 | 139 | 44 | we | wr | 16 | 1 | 141 | 155 ] 13 | 1%
w | e b oaer | o1er 1 oae | oaee | vee | 1es | 1w | e | e | s | 18
Wamends. L0 o | 166 | d66 | 166 | 16k | 166 | 167 | 170 | 167 | 65 | 160 | 162 | ez
& Knit upderwear
Men's union $its. . ... ......0. .. 10 1 200 [ 196 | 200 | 196 | s | 17 | aes | s | 20 | 197 | 195 | s
Women's veste «r . 100 | 257 | 28 | 261 | 2l | 268 | 22 | 20 | 22 | @7 | 253 | w6 | 2
Muglin underwear
Women's combinations. . .. .. . .. wo | w | oao b owz | oam | w2 | owss | iz | was | 12 | o1 | 12 | s
Mene. e wo | e | e | e | 1 | 12 | 3 162 | et | 1es | e | s | s
Womendy, oLl w | s | 15 | s W} ous | a7 | ast | 156 ) 156 | s+ | 134
aty
T 100 | a5 | 200 | 25 | a2 | oais | 20 | e | o2z | us b a2 | mo | 208
Wamenin... 110 00 | 194 | 1e | s | 1 177 | o | s | 1 182 f 198 | ¢ |
Shires and bloues
Men's wark shires. w | s | m | m 1 we Lo | s | mc| w | e | o | oo
en's work ahict. w | oo | ks | w0 | i | o1 | 19 | oa | owe | i | o | 1w |
Men a e Igec shirke ] 47 141 149 148 148 148 147 150 149 W2 146 1
Women's blouses. ... .. oo 00 | s 156 | 1e¢ | 18 | re2 § 1er | 167 | e | 186 | 158 | 158 | 155
Querally ... LI o | 19 | 196 | 197 | 196 | 195 | 196 | 195 | ¢ | 200 | 138 | 21 | 193
100 & a0 [ ouse | ouse | owe | s b ower | oass | ouss | owse | o | 6 | e
00 | i | e} ot | o | 5 | 1m w | owr | e | oas | e |
w | 1 | 1 160 | as6 | 1es | o1er | uee | 10 | 163 | v | 10 | 1,2
wo | 236 | 28 [ z3 | 226 | a2 | me | 27 | me | mo | 2% | 232 | 3%
Mews fle. ..o e 100 | o | 165 [ s | e o0 | 18 | e | | w90 | w3 | 12 | 1
: Sl s | o | ogas | 0 | 1w a6 | we | 7z | 29 | e | 20 | 223 | e
00 | 216 | 3 23 ) 24 | 20 | o251 | %66 | 226 | 24 | 5 | Tes | 1eo
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TasLe 5: InpEx Numsers oF THE ReTaiL Cost or CLoTH-
ING, BAsED on AVERAGE Prices, MoNTHLY, FROM

Jaruary 10 DecEMBER, 1928, WEIGHTED

AccorDiNG To THEIR CoNsumP-
TION IMPORTANCE
* July, 1914 = 100

{National Indastrial Conference Board}

Note.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in n corresponding
tl'aggi; [(No. 13} on page, 106 in the “The Cost of Living in the United States, 1514~

Date Men's Clothing g‘;’“’-“ : All Clothing

{:anuary, 8. ... 176 168 172
ebruary, 1928, ... ... ... .. Ll 175 166 17
arch, 1928..... ... ... 177 168 173
April,l 192B..... ... .. ... ... .. 176 166 171
Ay, 1928, ... 175§ 166 in
une, 1928, . ... ...l 173 169 171
wy, 1928 ... ...l 174 173 174
Avguse, 1928, .. ...... ... 175 176 173
Septembar, 1928, .. ... ... ... 177 171 174
October, 1928, ,.........coiine ..o 176 169 173
November, 1928, . .................. 174 169 172
December, 1928, ... ............... 172 168 170

Tasie 6: InpEx Numsers oF THE CosT or Coalr, Gas aND
Evectricity For HousernoLn Use, WEIGHTED

AccorpiNG To ConsumpPTION, MoNTHLY,
FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928

July, 1514 = 100G

(Mational Tnd

ial Canference Board)

Nore.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding
table _(No. 14) on page 108 in “ The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914

1927
Da Coal Flovtrias T hiody
* . Combined | Combined
184 122 163
184 122 163
184 122 163
179 122 160
176 i22 158
176 122 158
177 121 158
178 121 159
180 121 160
182 12} 161
183 121 162
184 121 163
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TABLE 7
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Domestic Use, v Speciriep Crries, JaANUarY To Decemaer, 1928, IncLusive

1914 = 150
Conference Board)

{Mo. 16) on page 112 in “The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927."

s A 3 s WY

1923 iy, 1928 Sepiember, 1928 Derober, 1923 November, 1928 December, 1928
Bitae Bire. Anthracite Bitue Anthezcize Anthracite Anthracite it
minons wHnon L iNous Ches i . bminoug
Coul Coal C:Eit Coal Stee Bu: Stove C:sil Stove C:Eit Coal
163.0 162.8 199.2] 164.6 |209.1] 200.4 210.81201.6 211.6§202.2 1 168.3
176 172.1 202503714 1255.6] 2837 21731 204.3 16 91 372.0

B |2 b 2 18%.0] © 127441879 276.3 ] 187.¢ 276.3 ¢ 1879 b
10659 106.9 (2 229.0] 1072 1285 4| 2317 184512326 284.51232.6 1 HB.8
5.7 205.7 20 200.0] 205.7 1215.2] 200.0 215.21200.0 215.213200.0 2057
166.1 166.1 312213 166.1 1248 3( 22301 250.8] 2268 2521122713171 0
177.8 177.8 L8] 130,71 177 .8 1156.6( 154.7 15651 150.7 156.6 1 150.71 177 .8
183.3 18313 V2119005 183 .3 f217.5] 1914 212.48:191.4 17.71190.11 163.3
162.1 157 .1 71 276.90 1571 137671 2769 275.7 1 2769 278.9 127911 167.0
2110 211.0 1) 226,91 211.0 £222 47 228.3 222 412283 222.412283 1 2110
1900 1795 95.8] 181711799 1202.9, 187.5 202.%1 219.3 202,91 219.31 1799

b b1 2121930 b 19.2¢ 219 3 225.81226.1 25.81226.1 4
2483 it I A 167,10 209.3 117790 £72.4 177.9:172.4 177.91172.4 | 209.3
133.6 183.6 .11 178.3; 183 .6 1385,1: 373.3 185.1 1 178.3 185.1 1 178.3 | 183.6

b b 3158 b 176.31 138.0 1763 158.0 176.3 1 138.¢ &
242 4.2 2] 182,81 224.2 [1806.0t £85.7 182 .91 188.7 135.8 1120.2 { 227.1
172.0 172.0 216,71 172.0 1225.9: 2184 225.91 718.4 225 % 1218.4 ¢ 172.0
R X063 22.3] 213,31 203.2 222,31 215.3 22301 214.2 224.6 12157 ¢ 203.2
184.1 184.1 .11 214 .4: 184.1 1219.1¢ 214.4 22E.7:214.4 221.7 1214.4 % I84.1
i47.7 147.7 208.3] 187.1 147.7 [212.0¢ 190.5 H38319.3 317.31190.5 ; 1477
1451 2 140.5 1 128,20 140.5 128.2 b 11782 ¥28.71 iH4.0
183.7 1887 205,31 205.3 180.6 {209 .97 285.9 202.9 | 205.9 00912591 1773
1851 185.1 7 (23521 220.% 180.7 {236.4 222.0 236.4] 222.0 236.4 122201 181.2
201.5 201.3 282 .8 288 2! 201.5 |285.9] 3508 288.5 | 290.8 288.5:290.8; 201.5
186.40 186.0 237.2) 223 81 186.0 |238.9: 2749 240.8 | 224.9 240.8 12249} 1860
208.2 208.2 217.9) 213.41208.2 i217.9 213 .4 219.¢| 213.4 219.0 1 213.4 ¢ 208.2
1367 130.7 195,81 194 4 £34.5 [19B.8] 146 [98.8 [ 194.6 2.0 197.7 1 1545
& b 234.8] 234.8) b 1333 R 2.0 2374|2340 237,41 2.0 b
152.3 152.3 225.2] 195.21152.3 1225.21 155 .2 229.3| 1987 2314 1 158.7§ 152.3
1353 135.3 208.1} 228.51 £58.6 1208 1] 228.3 215.6 | 228.7 215.61228.71 1510
1756 175.6 204.4] 192.5] 174.6 1205 8| 1940 5.5 [ 197, 209.5 1 197.71 1746
163.6 163.5 (B} 201.4) 167.3 [208.1| 202.8 2B.51203.86 208.7 | 203.2 | i73.5
148.3 148.5 270.8) 158.1 1280 4| 274.6 22401275 4 284,01 275 4 | 157.5
144.0 144.0 246,61 144.0 1257 .7 246.8 25721 406 2613124061 W7 6
187 .0 187.9 311.H 191.2 1200.7| 113.8 3.7 1213 .8 209.7 1 2i3.8 | 185.0
154.6 154.6 1479 15831 ® 1543 b 15i.2 b 151.6 | 163.6
18¢.% b 206018651 » 206.0 = 0G4 b 206.61 1865
2271 227.1 18755 163.3] 231.2 1132 .3 165.7 182.31 165.7 182.5 | 165.7 § 2356
172.8 172.8{271.01 2 234.7] 172.8 275.3| 2347 276.11234.7 76124711728
140.1 0.1 {1516 184 3 142.2 19R.9| 187.1 198 %1 187.1 198.2 1 187.1 { 153.3
1373 140.6 1116.2 15571 144 .4 1119.7] 1569 11%.7} 156.2 119.7 {156.9 | 158.9

B b b b b b * E] b b b L]
171.5 171.61 b . 223.20178.3F v | 223.2 B 12232 b b 93,6
14439 140.9 1202.0 . 176 .G 141 .3 1005 2] 176.6 206,41 176.6 206.4 1176.6 § 148.3
1869 186.9 1203.3 . 197 .6 186.9 1206.1| 197.6 20691 197 .6 21101 197.6 1 £86.9

b » & - 22541 b b 2354 B | 2254 b 1728.4 o
2324 241.0:1204.0 3. 198.9¢ 243 4 1207 .3 1989 207.31 198.¢ 209.G1201.3 | 254.5
17340 173.01195.8 : 190 .6 173.0:1198.5! 199.6 198.91 190.6 198.%1 190.6 | 180.4
149.5 149 ¢ {175 8 . 158.5: 152.4 3790l 151 .5 17201 1515 179.6; *® i53.6
144 14491 5 & B oi146.11 b & b b b b 146.1
198 .9 4.7 UES.H B B 12173t b & B b b b 317.2
122.9 122.5:179.8; & B 12891 & 4 b B b b 130.9
149.7 149.7: = ° B OII4971 b = 4 kb b b 1%6.4
172.7 179.7 (185,01 1565 L B iR T4 4 b & b b 172.3
133.1 133.1 {145.8] 142.7 148 4] 141.5 |152.7] 148 4 1527 | 148 .4 1527 © 141.%
146.0 b b b b b b B E3 3 b b b
152.8 163.6 1187 ,2| i81.1 i81.1; 168.4 {190.2; 182.7 197 21 182.8 200411928 1778
5.5 146.5 1207 .4 288.2 208.2; 154.4 1307 .4 3R .2 267 .4 | 208.2 207.4 1 208.21 171 4
120 4 224,17 ® L b 2351 @ & = b b b 240.7
143.0 163.¢: 1188.0] 186.2 1856.2) 163.0 [188.G 186.2 183.0 | 186.2 1880 186.2 | 148.2

5 b £ [ ) b o 5 S % B b b
159.2 159.2 1190.2] 176.0, 176.0] 159.2 1190.2| 176.0 206.6|190.6 211.4 | 195.6 § 159.2

5 b S ES b b n B B B b b b
153 .0 162.7¢ ® b Bo4371.3: B b & & b b i82.4
126.6 12661 » | 2100 210.0 126,61 > | 2100 s 2213 v 1231.3] 15601
153 .4 163 .4 {§92.6] 1853 185.3} 163.4 12057 195 .1 5.7 | 195.1 212.3 1 20L.1 | 193.5

b 1] b b B b b b B b b 14 h
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oMEsTIC Usk, 1n SpEciFiED CITIES, January To DeEcEMaEer, 1928, IncLustve

14 = 100
0. 16} on pege 112 in " The Cost of Living

iference Board)
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TasLE 8: InpEx Numsers of THE Cost orF

IN SPECIFIED
}uly;
{Nutionsl Indvseriai
Nore,—This table continues the figures for 19141927
*The Cost of Living in the
Elec- Elee-
Cizy Gas | wic- Ciy Gas | i
iy iy
Usited Siater 40 82 1%
) 243 91 90
Albany, N. ¥.. rera 120 | 16 1
Allenzo S 30 | 10t 95
Alwoenz, Pa.................... 150 | 114
Atlanta, Gz.. - 35 | 16 Eunrgiﬂe,lnd................. 142 | 1
Athantic Ciey, N. J.v'ov o 167 | g8 | Fult River. Maw
%m Gﬁé .................. }g g ﬁ;ﬁt’vym ..
e, Md.. ... o
Bayonne, N. J. ... L0000 153 | sg |Foms Worth, Tex
Berkeley, Tal, . 104 | 100 Gary, Ind
,Ind.. .. ... e erenaaen
Besthlehom, Pa,......ocuvuen.n. 130 | 101 | Graed Rapids, Mich.
Binghamean, K. ¥.... ..o 96 | 67 |Harrisbucg, Pa
Bommslam Aln 1| S8 |, M
Ao T, 145 75
Hoboken, N. T
ton, Mass.____............ 146 67 ] Holyske, Mazs.
Buffala, N. ¥................... &5 73 | Houavon, Tex,
ambridge, Mags, ... ........... 144 80 | Huntington, W. Va.
Camden, N. J.. . B3 ianapolis, Ind
oron, Ohie. ... v.ciiaininaans 283 o4
cksonville, Fla.. ... ...ocoun it 77 pi i
Charfeston, 5. Covvvevnnnnnn.n. 1 { o0 |48 :
Chateanoogx, Tenn.. ... ... ..., 158 { 90 |y Cion - J- o it Bt
& £y l;ﬁ.. .................... }gg g ® 100
keago, BR ...l
incinnach, Ohio. . ........c...... 13 2 i
Cleveland, Ohio. .. ............. 250 | so 123
Catumbup, Ofio. ... i | 10 b
vington, Xy.........0c000iuinn
Dalfas Texoa s ol FIT A
wenport, fa............. ..., 144 78 56
a3 Ohio, . ......cocvnenen. 233 o4 100
eoeer, ol 3] # 20
Des Moaines, 32, .. . covvennnn 128 b 91
ity Micho. o oiuan v, 0 70 100
Duluth, Mino.................. i1 1] i 83

& These figures wre hased on the moﬂ_nﬂ} cubic feet of gas and 30 kilowstx hours of decericity,
xXtra £y d

takiog inte
Fuel and Light

The combined index of fuel and light stood at the end of
the year at the same point as at the beginning, 63%, over the
level of July, 1914 prices. The level sagged, however, in the
summer months with the seasonal drop in the prices of coal

for domestic use.

This index is a combined one, putting together in the pro-
portion of 2 to 1 an index for fuel and one for lighting. The
component parts have very different relations to the price
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Gas avp Evecrricity For Domestic Usk,
Crries, v June, 1928*

1914=100

Conference Board)

given in a corresponding table (No. 17) on page 121 in

United States, 1914-1927.”

Elee- Elee-
City Gas | wic- City Gu | e
ity ity
b{!m. Mazsciiiiiiianininaana, 1650 80 fSacramentn, Cal.....ccvvannnnns 121 187
acon, Gl iiiiiiiiinrrs 152 | 1O | Saginaw, Mich.......0vveeca,...f 139 4
Magchester, M. Ho. ..., ....... 128 86 | 5c Joseph, Mo... Jf 168 0
Memphis, 120, . « v vrnsrooens s 20 80 | Se. Lonis, Mo.... 125 &7
Milwaokes, Win.. . .o oooieuen s 113 77 | 8¢, Paul, Mive......... .} 106 50
Minneapolia, Minn,............. g | g [ kake Gy, Duab.coenenn o 183 20
Mobibey, AR, v e esnensoene s 176 | 129 |30 P fexee e 1 130 1 3%
Nathville, Tea.. . 176 31 |Sin Francieco, Gl i1 | 100
New Bedford, Mase../ 1000 150 | & |SeveanshiGeo.... - ul
Schenectady, No Yoot vinnnn, 85 | 131
New Britain, Conn...ovnvvnencn,s 150 83 Jpcrantod, .. st | M1
Rew Haven, Conn S N R oy N m %
cw . ity, s, ,
New York, N. ¥. | e | 75 | Somerville, Mass.. 110l M7 |8
Niagaea Falls, N. Yoo iovn e 97 %0 [ Soueh Bend, Ind....... 122 80
Spekane, Wash..... ... 146 &9
Norfoll, ¥ oovinenininenn.n. i35 94 | Springfieid, Hb......... . 123 &3
Oakhand, Cab. oL, 10000 104 | 100 |Springfield, Mase.... 0010000 19 b 50
Cklahoma City, Okta...,........|] 240 | "85 |Springheld, Ghiv.ooooreoveeon... 200 | 10
gmti::l. eh, 21 33 Svracuse, N. Y, o4
ranaac, 153 T::nms,'W:ti: %
Parerson, N. ... .. looia.aLl 133 90 | Torey Hawte. 7z
Pawzucker, B L........c....00. 138 § KO ] Toledo, Ob 0
eorim, I, oy ivaieiiiciinns 120 n '
Philadelphis, Pa..,. . ... ..00 .. 300 { 67 ] Topcka, Kan 7¢
Pituburgh, Pa,.... .1 000000 213 1 80 |Treoron, N 2
Troy, N. Y. E9
Portland, Me... 109 | L= Okl o]
Portiand, Ore.. | TV Rt
Portsmoutk, Va, 9& | Wuhington, D. Coeuniivnnnnn .o 118 &4
Providence, K. 1. 2 | Waterbury, Conn.. oo oooceenn s, 136 a5
Rucine, Wik~ .o -niarsionriont 84 | Wheeling, .V, .0 00000 200 | 18
Wichita, Koo ovcnnnvnniiin., & &8
79 Witkes-Barre, Pa................} 145 | 10
54 | Wilmingron, Del......... o 137 20
100 | Worcestes, Mass. 97 | 78
100 | Yonke, N. Y...... 150 -1}
§3 | Youngstown, Ohio 283 96

& No report,

level of July, 1914. Some consideration should be given to
these separate parts of the group index, the indexes for which
are shown in Table 6.

The index for coal is itself a composite of indexes for an-
thracite and bituminous coal. Table 7, which shows the rela-
tive prices of various types and grades of coal compared with
July, 1914, shows clearly that anthracite prices are at a
higher level than bituminous prices. Anthracite is more or
less of a luxury article whose production is well regulated.
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Bituminous coal mining is not in so favorable an economic
position. Over-production, actual and potential, tends to
keep prices at lower levels. Thus even within the small range
of variation noted in Table 7, anthracite at the end of the
year was at a slightly higher level than when the year began,
while bituminous coal was at a slightly lower level at the end
than at the beginning of the year. The combined coal index
stood at a level considerably higher than the general cost of
living. Moreover, all the seasonal summer slump in the
combined index to which attention has been called occurred
in coal.

By contrast, the lighting element in the total stood at 2
point representing an advance of less than one-fourth and
only a little more than one-fifth over the July, 1914 level.
Here again there is a composite of two elements which have
markedly different relations to the price level of July, 1914.
Gas has indeed advanced in price, though not so rnuch as any
element in the cost of living thus far considered, but elec-
tricity costs less today than it did before the war. This is
made clear in Table 8, which shows the costs in June, 1928
relative to 1914, of gas and electricity for the quantities con-
sumed by wage earners’ families in 1914. In comparatively
few of the 144 cities enumerated is the price of gas lower than
in 1914, but in only fourteen of them has the cost of elec-
tricity risen, while in some it has been cut in half.

Changes in rates for gas and electricity are not made fre-
quently, since all changes must be approved by regulatory
commissions. For this reason data in regard to gas and elec-
tricity are collected only twice a year, and the index accord-
ingly remains stationary for six months at a time.

Sundries

After food, the group of expenditures classed as“ Sundries™
occupies the largest place in the wage earner’s budget. Itis
a group made up of numerous small items, the price changes
of which are sometimes difficult to discover, This is par-
ticularly true of the items which represent services rather
than commodities. The manner in which the several items
are handled in the computation of the index for the group is
fully explained in the volume “The Cost of Living in the
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United States, 1914-1927.” It is enough here to present
the figures for 1928, which are shown in Table 9.

TabLe 9: INpeEx NuMBERS oF THE AVERAGE CoST OF
ITEMIZED SUNDRIES, MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY
10 DECEMBER, 1928
July, 1914 = 100
{N 1 Tnd ial Conl &‘d)

Note.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in 2 mpondinq
table {No. 18) on page 126 in ““The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927."
Item Jan. | Feb. | Mar. ] Apr. | May | June | July | Aug. | Sept. | Oce. | Nov. | Dec.

Carfare..... 147 | 148 1 148 { 148 | 147 § 148 | 149 | 1451 149 | 150 § 150 | 151

fees....| 200|200 ;20071200 { 200 {200 | 200 | 206 ] 200 { 200 1 200 | 200
Drugs....| 169 | 1691 1691169 | 1569 {169 | 165 | 169 ] 169 ] 168 | 168 | 168
Reading. LG 1B IBL {176 11761176 (176 1176|176 11761174 1174 114
Recreation. .| 209 | 209 {209 | 209 | 209 | 209 | 209 | 209 { 209 { 209 | 209 { 209
Insurance...] 168 | 167 1 166 { 165 § 165 | 166 | 165 | 1651 1651 167 | 167 | 167
Househald
furnishings| 182 1 182 | 183 | 183 | 182 | 183 | 183 | 182 182 182 | 181 | 181
harch and,
charity...| 1681 167 | 166 { 165 | 165 | 166 | 165 | 165 | 165 | 167 | 167 | 167
Duoes....... 143 ] 143 1 1431143 1 143 | 143 | 143 ] 1431143 | 143 } 143 | 143
Tobaceo, .. .| 135 | 135 1 1381135 § 135 | 135 | 335 | 135 ] 135§ 135 | 135 ] 135
Candy...... 178 17613704170 1170 | 170 | 176 | 170 {1201 170} 170 | 170

Allitems.... | 172 [ 172 {171 §170 1 170 1170 [ 170 | 171 127t [ 171 | 171 | 171

The general index for the group changed hardly at all dur-
ingtheyear. This stability is ascribable to a variety of causes,
chief among which is the fact that in this group one is dealing
with certain items which are standardized in price, and cer-
tain other items for which a comparatively standard price
or cost must be assumed. No one of these items occupies a
very large place in the workers' budgets and any errors which
might arise from the assumption of uniform cost or from
the ascertainment of actual costs at comparatively long
intervals would be slight. Among the items subject to a
monthly ascertainment of price, such as drugs, house furaish-
ings, tobacco and candy, price flictuations during 1928 were
of slight importance. On the other hand, street car fares
moved a little upward in the course of the year.

A comparison of the price levels in this field with the
general average is of interest.

Physicians' charges and recreation are the items which

*
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have risen to the highest point, while tobacco has changed
least with reference to the 1914 level. .

Detailed figures in this group of expenditures can be pre-
sented only for carfares, Table 10 shows actual rates of fare
in June and December, 1928 compared with July, 1914, and
the corresponding index numbers.

(Text comtinued on page 3I)

TasLe 10: Rates anp INpEx Numsers oF CARFARE IN
Seecrriep CrTiEs, Jury, 1914, June anp DecemBER, 1928
July, 1914 = 100 :
{Natiopal Induserial Conforence Board}

Nove.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding
table (No. 19) on page 128 in “The Cost of Living in the United States, 19i4-1927."

Raze of Fare Index Mos.
Locality
Fuly, 1914 | June, 1928 { Dec., 1928 | June, 1928 | Dec., 1928

United States 148 £5f
Akron, Ohio. ............. $0.042 | $0.039 #0059 140 140
Alameda, Cal............ 050 070 070 140 140
Albany, N.Y.. .00 050 | o7 077 | 154 154
Allentown, Pa............ 050 L75 075 150 150
Altoona, Pa,............. L0406 70 L70 175 175
Amsterdam, N.Y.. .. .. .. 042 083 083 198 198
Anderson, Ind..... . ... ... 042 050 050 119 11%
Ashewille, N.C............ 042 058 (FLT ] 138 138
Atanta, Ga.. . ........... 050 075 073 150 150
Atlantic Ciey, N. J..... ... 050 £70 Q% 140 140
Auburn, N.Y............. . ..
Auvgusta, Ga............. 050 076 070 140 140
Avrora, IlL.... .00 o | on 071 169 169
Austin, Tex............... 045 063 063 140 140
Baldmore, Md........... 056 £33 083 185 176
Bangor, Me............... 0350 100 100 200 200
Battie Creek, Mich.. ...... 042 083 083 198 198
Bayonne, N. J............ 050 050 050 100 100
Beaumont, Tex............ 050 066 050 120 ¥4
Bellingham, Wash.. .. ..... 042 H63 063 150 150
Berkeley, Cal............. D56 070 07 140 140
Bethichem, Pa............ 056 075 075 150 130
Binghamton, N. Y, ... ... KIL 075 075 150 150
Birmingham, Ala.. ........ 056 560 060 120 120
Bloomingeon, IlL.......... 042 075 083 179 198
Boston, Mass............. 038 100 100 200 200
Bridgepart, Conn.. . ...... D56 Da3 083 166 166
Brockton, Mass.. . ........ 059 067 077 134 154
Brookline, Mass.. . ........ 050 100 L1006 200G 200
Buffalo, N Y... ... ... 050 | 083 1083 166 166
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TasLE 10: Rates anxp Inpex Numsers oF CARFARE IN
Seecirien Crries, Juvy, 1914, June axD

DecemsERr, 1928—(Continued)
July, 1914 = 100
{Nadoznal Indusmial Conference Board)

Neore.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding
table (No. 13) on page 128 in *The Cost of Living in the Unitad States, 1914—1927."

] Bateof Fare . Tndex Mo
July, 1914 | June, 1928 | Dec,, 1518 | June, 1928 | Dec,, 1928

Butee, Mont. . _......... $0.050 | $0.063 1 30.063 126 126
Cumbridge, Mass.......... 050 | .00 .100 200 200
Camden, N. J............. os0 | ose 030 100 100
Canton, Ohio. ............ 042 058 058 138 138
Cedar Repids, Ja.. . ....... 050 | 083 083 166 166
Charleston, S.C........... 050 063 063 126 125
Charleston, W, Va.. . 042 060 060 143 143
Charlotte, N. C.. . .. ... ... 046 063 063 137 137
Chatranoogs, Tean 040 070 070 175 175
Mass,............ 2050 07 07 142 12

Chester, Pa............... 050 | 078 075 150 150
Chicago, Il ... ... . 050 075 085 150 170
Chicopee, Mass.. ... ....... 050 083 083 166 166
Cicero, Il ............. 050 100 .100 200 200
Cincinnati, Ohis. .. ....... 05 | .083 083 166 166
Clarksburg, W. Va...... ..| .045 063 063 140 140
Cleveland, Ohio........... 030§ 083 063 210 210
Clifeon, N, J..... ., 1.1 0% | .0%0 050 100 100
Colorade Springs, Col......| 0% | .067 067 134 13
Columbia, 5. C............ . . . .- .
Columbus, Ga............. 050 | 067 067 134 134
Columbus, Ohio. ... .. ... 031 050 050 161 161
Coancil Bluffs, Ia..... ..., 036 | 07 067 134 134
Coving Ky............ 030 050 050 100 100
Cranston, R. 1. ... ... 0% | 070 o0 130 140
Cumberland, Md.. ... ..... 0% 060 060 120 120
............... 046 060 060 130 130
Danville, 1., 048 060 083 130 130
Davenport, In........ ... 050 083 083 156 166
Dayton, Ohio. ... ... o2 | o0 050 119 19
Decatur, L. ... .... 042 056 083 133 198
Denver, Cal.......... ... 050 | 075 075 150 150
Des Moines, In... ... ..... 042 100 100 238 238
Detroit, Mich.. . _........ 082 | 056 056 133 133
Dubuque, 3a.............. 025 063 063 252 252
Duluth, Mien..... ... ... 050 | 070 070 140 140
Enst Chicago, Ind. .. ... ... ‘042 071 on 169 169
Enat Clevcimd. Ohlo ...... 0% | 063 063 210 210
Eastan el w6 ] 07 070 140 140
Fase Ormgg,_N. ......... 050 030 050 100 100
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Taste 10: Rartes anD InDEx NumpBers oF CARFARE IN
SpeciFiED CITiES, JuLy, 1914, JUNE AND
Decemser, 1928—{Continued)

July, 1914 = 100
(National Industrial Conference Board)
Note.—This table continues the fignres for 19141927 given in a corresponding
table {No. 19) on page 128 in *“The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927.7

Rate of Fare Index Non.
Locality
Jaly, 1914 | Juoe, 1928 | Dec., 1928 | Juse, 1928 | Dec., 1928

East 5t. Louis, 1. ... . ... $0.050 | §0.080 | $0.080 160 160
Elgin, 1L ... ......... .. 038 71 071 197 147
Ebzabeth, N. §............ 050 050 036 100 180
Elkhart, Ind.. ... .. ... ... 056 L0563 063 126 126
Elmira, N.Y.............. 056 070 076 140 140
El Paso, Tex. 056 060 080 120 120
Erie, Pa.. 050 083 083 166 156
Evanston, Ill 050 055 055 110 116
Evansville, In 042 0863 063 150 156
Everett, Mass 050 | 083 063 126 126
Everett, Wash....... e 050 £63 083 126 125
Fall River, Mass.... .. 050 Q56 053 12 126
Fitchburg, Mass. . 0% | 00 100 | 200 200
Fhint, Mich.. ... . 050 059 059 118 118
Fort Smith, Ark........... 050 075 0725 150 150
Fort Wayne, Ind.. . ....... 042 L0863 063 150 156
Fort Wordh, Tex.. . ... .... (46 LOB3 083 180 186
Fresno, Cal............... D30 067 057 i34 134
Galveston, Tex.. .......... 050 075 078 i50 15¢
Gary,Ind................ 042 £71 071 189 168
Grand Rapids, Mich.. . .... 050 083 083 166 166
Green Bay, Wisa. . ........ 042 0563 083 i50 198
Hagerstown, Md........... 050 Lol 060 120 120
Hamilton, Ohia. . .-....... o2 | ose 050 119 119
Hammond, Ind............ 2042 071 071 159 1592
Hamtramek, Mich......... 042 036 056 133 133

arrisburg, Pa.......... .. 050 | 060 o0 | 120 140
Hartlord, Conn............ 050 L83 083 166 166
Haverhill, Mass.. . ... ... K50 L91 100 182 200
Hazelton, Pa.............. 045 D65 065 144 144
Highland Park, Mich.... ... D42 Kisl13 056 133 133
Hoboken, N. J.. .......... 050 | 030 030 100 100
Holyoke, Mass,. .......... 050 075 075 150 150
Hoeuston, Tex.. . .......... 050 075 075 150 150
Huntngton, W, Va.. ... 0350 060 060 120 120
Indianapolis, Ind.. ........ 042 063 063 150 15¢
Irvington, N. J...... .. ... 050 | oso 050 160 100
Jackson, Mich,............ 042 083 083 198 198

acksonville, Fla......... .. D56 070 070 140 148

amestown, N.Y.......... 046 H75 075 183 163
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TasLE 10: RaTtes anp InpEx Numsers orF CARFARE IN
Seecrriep Crries, Jury, 1914, June anD
DecEMBER, 1928—(Continued)

July, 1914 = 100
fNamd Industrial Conference Board}

Note.—This table continues the Sgures for 1914-1927 given in a correspondiny
table {No. 19} on page 128 in “The Cost of Living in the United States, 19141927

Rate of Fare Index Nos.
Localizy
July, 1914 | Jupe, 1928 } Dec,, 1928 | June, 1928 | Dee, 1928
ersey Ciey, No L., ..., $2.050 | 30050 $0.05¢ 100 160
ohiastown, Pa...... .. D50 083 083 166 166
oliet, L. . . ... .. D050 100 LG 200 200
oplim, Me................ 050 075 075 150 150
Kalamazoo, Mich.......... 042 083 083 198 198
Kansas C;:y, Kan. ........ 050 067 067 134 134
Kansas City, Mo.......... 050 067 067 134 134
Kearney, N, JI...... Ceaeas 050 050 050 100 100
Kenosha, Wls ............. 050 058 058 116 118
Kingston, N Y............ 050 080 086 160 150
Knoxville, Tenn,......... 050 060 050 129 120
Kokemo, Ind,........... 042 G50 050 119 119
La Crosse, Wis.. ......... 050 063 063 126 126
Lakewood, Ohio........... 030 030 036 100 106
l.am:aster, | 3 S, 050 D63 053 126 126
Lansing, Mich............. 050 BH 071 42 142
hw;znce, Mass........... D350 H67 L7 i34 142
Lewiston, Me............. D46 109 00 217 217
Lexington, Ky............ 042 875 873 179 179
2, Chio.........coove 042 K K 150 150
Lineoln, Neb,............. 042 075 075 179 179
Little Rock, Ark........... 055 060 Ki i 120 120
Long Be:dl, Cal.......... 050 050 030 190 160
Larrain, Ohio. ., .......... 042 050 Q710 119 167
Las Angeles, Cal........... 050 030 063 100 128
Louisville, Ky.oo.o .. .. ... 050 070 076 140 140
Lowelt, Mass.............. 050 071 077 142 154
Lynchburg, Va............ L42 850 D63 ii9 159
lh.z-nn, Mass....... e 050 059 063 ii8 128
acon, G, vuevnnnnan. 050 078 075 i50 150
Madi Wia. ............ 050 D63 063 126 125
Malden, Mass........ vaaan 0350 063 063 126 126
Mamhster NE...... 056 073 078 150 150
anshicld, Ohio. .......... 00 | 080 080 160 160
arion, Ghio. ............ 056 030 L350 100 106
MK N - 036 063 063 210 218
Mcdfo yMass............ 050G 063 063 126 126
xhts, Tenn. .......... 045 070 DG 156 i56
........... 050 083 083 166 165
Mmml. .. TP 050 530 050 100 100
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TasLe 10: Rates anp IxpEx Numpers oF CARFARE IN
SeeciFiep CrTies, Jury, 1914, JuNE aND
DecemMBER, 1928—(Continued)

July, 1914 = 100
{National Induserial Confercace Board}

Note.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corrcspmsdinﬁ
table (No. 19) on page 128 in *The Cost of Living in the United Stages, 1514-1927,

Rate of Fare Tndex Nos.
Localicy
Jaly, 1914 | June, 1928 | Dec., 1928 | June, 1928 § Dec, 1928
Milwaukee, Wis......... -] 30042 | 30063 | §0.063 1350 156
Minneapohs, Mino........ 050 067 067 134 i34
Moebile, Ala............... 056 075 015 130 i56
ofine, Iil. 050 083 083 1466 166
050 050 056 100 100
050 063 053 126 126
050 050 D050 100 100
042 050 050 119 119
040 075 078 188 188
050 075 078 150 156
050 070 070 140 140
2050 070 Q70 140 140
D05¢ |- 050 050 100 100
42 055 060 143 143
048 063 063 131 131
New Britein, Conn........ 050 583 083 166 166
New Bronswick, N. J... ... 050 050 050 100 106
Newburgh, N. Y.......... .- .- .. .. .
New Castle, Pa............ D50 D063 063 i26 126
New Haven, Conn......... 050 083 083 166 168
New London, Conn. L350 083 083 166 165
New Orleans, La.......... 050 L70 076 140 140
Newport, Kyo.o...oo....... D50 050 050 100 100
Newport, R.L............ o ‘e ‘e .
Newport News, Va.. ... ... 050 050 050 190 10¢
New Rochalle, N. Y........ 050 050 056 100 10¢
Newton, Mass............. 050 063 063 126 126
New York, N.Y,.......... 056 050 050 100 190
Niagara Falls, N. Y........ 05¢ B350 050 100 100
Norfolk, ¥a........... ... 050 088 088 176 176
Norristowa, Pa,. ... ....... 050 085 085 170 170
Norwalk, Conn,........... 050 83 083 166 166
Norwich, Cenn....... s 050 083 083 146 166
Oakland, Cal.............. 050 L70 070 130 140
Onk Park, I ... ... 0. o0 | 00 | .00 | 200 200
yUOtah,............. 056 D87 067 134 134
Oklahoms City, Gkla....... 050 H75 075 150 150
Omaha, Neb.. . ........... 050 L67 067 134 134
o] NV-VJ ..... e 030 050 056 00 100
Oahkoail, [ Y 031 070 070G 226 226
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TasLe 10: Rates axp Inpex Numsers oF CARFARE IN
Seeciriep Crries, JuLy, 1914, June anp
DEecEMEBER, 1928—(Continusd)

July, 1914 = 100
{Natiooa] Induserial Conference Board}

Neore,—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding
table {No. 19) on page 128 in * The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927.7

! Rate of Fare Index Nos.
July, 191 } Juoe, 1928 | Dec, 1928 | June, 1928 | Dec., 1928

Pasedens, Cal............. $0.050 | 300583 | $0.063 126 125
Passnic, N. J.............. 0350 850 056G 100 100
Paterson, N. J............. D350 B850 056 100 100
Pawtucket, R, L. ......... L350 070 078 140 140
Pensacola, Fla............. 048 075 075 156 156
042 083 083 198 198

050 050 0350 100 100

050 063 063 126 126

050 075 075 150 150

043 050 030 104 104

050 0B3 083 156 166

0350 060 060 120 120

050 D50 050 160 10G

050 039 059 118 118

056G 059 L0359 118 118

056 D80 Joo 160 200

043 075 078 187 187

038 067 067 186 186

050 063 063 126 126

050 033 083 166 166

050 Kivil 070 140 140

i 057 067 146 146

042 063 063 150 150

050 071 083 142 166

056 058 L58 116 116

056 £70 L7 140 140

050 071 071 142 142

042 050 050 119 119

042 K7} 070 167 167

040 050 063 125 158

050 JO83 083 156 166

050 063 063 1256 126

050 083 L8B3 166 i66

054 083 083 166 166

056G 050 063 100 126

042 083 D83 198 198

042 D67 067 160 166

050 080 080 160 166

050 067 067 i34 i34

055 067 071 134 142
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TasLE 10: RaTes anp InpDEx Numsers oF CARFARE IN
SeeciFied CrTiEs, JuLy, 1914, JUNE aND

DeceEMBER, 1928—(Continued)

oly, i914 = 106
ﬂ'«rmbmij Torastrial Conferexce Board)

Note.—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding
table {No. 19} on page 128 in * The Cost of Living in the United States, 191419277

Rate of Fare Index Nos.
Locality
July, 1914 | Juos, 1928 | Dec., 1928 | Iune, 1928 | Dec, 1928

Salt Lake City, Utah...... £0.050 | %0077 | 50.077 154 154
San Antonio, Tex.......... L0536 L83 083 166 166
San Diege, al........... 056 050 050 100 100
San Francuco, Cal......... 059 030 050 100 100
San Jese, Cal,. ... ........ 056 063 063 126 126
Savannah, Ga...... e 048 083 083 173 173
Schenectady, N. ¥ . D56 070 083 140 166
Seranton, Pa.. .. 050 075 073 150 150
Seattle, Wash.. . . 036 083 J083 166 166
Sheboygan, Wis.. . ........ 042 070 078 187 167

050 Rigi) 073 140 150

050 083 083 166 166

050 067 087 134 134

050 00 100 206

050 063 063 126 126

045 070 070 156 156

042 063 083 150 i98

050 083 083 166 165

042 k1% 063 130 150

046 063 063 138 158
Stamford, Conn........... 050 D83 083 166 166
Steubenville, Ohlo......... 042 050 050 119 119
Stackion, Cal............. 030 060 063 120 126
Superior, Wis............. 042 L70 070 167 167
Syracuse, N. Y............ 054 075 Q75 150 150
Tacoma, Wagh............ 0350 050 050 100 100
Tampa, Fla............... 050 B850 050 o 10e
Taunton, Mass............ 030 b77 083 i54 t65
‘Terre Haute, Ind........ 042 050 050 i19 19
Tolede, Ohio. ............ 042 083 083 198 198
Topeka, Kan............. 056 063 053 126 126
Treaton, N. J............. 30 L0380 0R3 160 160
Troy, N. Xeo o iovnnnn, 050 | 077 077 154 154
Tulse, Olda.. ............. 050 033 083 166 166
Utica, N.Y,............. 050 A75 075 150 i
Wace, Tex...ooevnvnaenn. 050 063 083 126 126
Waitham, Mass........... D6l 00 100 147 147
Warren, Ohio. . ........... 050 | 083 083 1 166 166
Washington, D. C,. ....... 042 B67 067 160 160
Waterbury, Conn,......... 050 083 083 166 166
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Tasie 10: Rares awd Inpex Numeers oF CARFARE IN
Seeciriep CiTies, Jury, 1914, June anD
DeceMBER, 1928—(Comtinued)

July, 1914 = 100
{National Industriz) Conference Board)
Nore.—Thia wmble continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding
table{No. I9) on page 128 in “The Cost of Living in the Umted States, 1914-1927."

Rate of Fare Todex Nos,
&oc-ti:y
July, 1514 | June, 1928 | Dec., 1528 | June, 1928 | Dec., 1928

Wateroo, Ia.. ceeeen L42 075 075 i79 179
Watertown, N.Y......... 040 71 b7 178 178
West Hoboken, N. J....... 050 050 050 100 100
West New Yolht, 050 050 036 100 100
Wheeling, W. Va.......... 042 030 0356 119 119
Wichita, Kanoo .. ......... 042 056 036 133 133
Wschltu Falls, Tex......... 050 055 053 119 119

ikes-Bme, | ¢ 050 075 075 150 156
Wilhamsport, Pa.......... 042 075 075 179 179
Wilmington, Del........... 050 075 D75 150 150
Wilmingren, N.C......... 042 075 075 79 179
Winston-Salem, N. C.. 046 053 063 137, 137
Woonsocket, R L.......... 050 LA iyt 0 140
Worcester, Mass,..... L. 050 100 100 200 200
Yonkers, N.Y............ 050 050 050 100 100
Yorl, Paco.......c..ocl L 042 063 0863 150 150
Youngstown, Chio......... 040 083 083 208 p. 1)
Zanesville, Ohie........... 050 053 063 126 126

' The Purchasing Value of the Dollar

As prices rise, the dollar becomes less useful; it will serve
to acquire a smaller quantity of goods, its purchasmg value
diminishes; as prices go down, the contrary results ensue, the
dollar purchases larger quantities of goods, its purchasing
value increases.

The purchasing value of the dollar, in other words, varies
inversely with prices. From the standpoint of household
consumption the purchasing value of the dollar varies in-
versely with the cost of living. In recent years the purchas-
ing value of the dollar so conceived has been somewhat less
than two-thirds what it was in 1914, Table 11 shows the
purchasing value of the dollar in terms of the cost of living
during 1928,
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TasLe 11: Purcuasing VaLve or A4 DoLLar Basep ow
Caances v THE CosT oF Living, MoxTaLY, FROM
Janvary To DEcEMBER, 1928

{National Industrial Conference Board}

Norte,—This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a correspending
table {No. 20) on page 139 in “ The Costof Living in the United States, 1914-1927."

Valee of

Date Dollar

Cenrts

iuiy, 19141;9.2.8 .......................................... !gli.'g
amaary, 1928, i .

A .. 61.9

M 572 T 62.1

April, 1908 e £2.2

a2y, 192 . e e e e £1.9

ane, 1928, . (e 62.2

aly, 1928 i, 621

August, 1928, ... e e 62.0

September, 1928, . ... ... 612

Ocreber, 1928 . e 61.4

November, 1928, .. .. ... ... it icen s 61.5

December, 1928, ... ot i 61.7

Scope of Inguiry

The indexes here published rest upon figures collected in
cities throughout the country. The food prices are those col-
lected by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics for
43 articles in 51 cities throughout the United States. For
other items, rent, fuel and clothing, the number of cities
reporting and the number of reports received directly by the
National Industrial Conference Board at each inquiry from
March, 1920 to December, 1928 are shown in Table 12.

It will be noted that the coverage since 1921 has been
maintained at about the same level throughout. Until
November, 1925, figures were collected on a comprehensive
basis three times a year, while since that time the monthly
study of the cost of living has been upon this basis. With
this change no alteration was introduced into the methods of
compilation which would prevent the newer monthly figures
from being strictly comparable with the earlier tables.

Retrospect

For a full consideration of the changes which have taken
place in the cost of living since 1914, the reader is referred to
the volume “The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914~
1927.” The present survey is limited to the figures for 1928,



Tasre 12: Numner orF Rerorts anp Numeer or Crries
ReporTmvG ForR CerTamn ITEMs Since Marcn, 1920

Housing Fuel Clothing
Repores | Citizs | Repores | Ciriea | Reports | Cities

355 156 121 4“4 208 72
359 158 i15 43 203 75
451 167 151 56 166 67

479 165 166 61 200 74
467 167 173 62 191 78
490 164 e 65 195 77

476 165 179 62 189 70
481 168 165 59 186 75
471 164 164 60 186 74

470 164 17 63 198 87
448 161 i71 61 183 78
613 181 170 &G 170 ]

574 178 168 63 194 80
568 178 159 63 176 73
512 177 169 65 172 78

566 188 165 64 209 93
558 179 158 62 203 94
549 178 127 53 187 51

486 179 144 61 172 82
493 178 163 61 170 Bl
503 179 i64 64 167 B5

s07 | 177 | 165 | 63 | 159 | o
500 | 17s | 160 | 63 | 161 | 7
499 | 177 | 167 | 64 | 163 | 81
so2 4 177 | 16¢ | 64 | 168 | 34
509 | 179 | 164 | 63 | 165 | 7
8 ] 76 | 152 63 | 159 | 83
90 | 178 | 166 | 62 | 1| w
49 | 175 | 163 | 61 | 1531 w
06 | 176 | 163 | 6 | 159 | 79
sor | 176 | 162 | 63 | 157 | 82
04 | 176 | 166 | 63 | 19 | 7
501 | 178 | 164 | 63 | 155 | 79
491 | 177 { 165 | 63 | 12 | 0
500 | 179 { 165 | 64 | 152 | 8
504 | 179 | 181 | 6 | 155 | m0
s0s | 178 | 162 { 64 | 156 [ st
a2 | 178 | 161 | 63 | 150 | a0
s05 | 177 L 2 | 63 | 128 7
a5 | 175 {158 | 62 | 15| 7
08 |17 3| 6l |13 7
433 176 169 63 117 Fil
559 1 176 | 210 ] 64 | 120 ]
572 | 178 | 13 ) 64 | 115 | &4
60 | 177 | 205 | 66 | ns | e
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but in commenting upon their significance it has been neces-
sary from time to time to look backward and trace connec-
tions between recent events and past developments. A few
facts giving at least a general survey of changes in the cost
of living may therefore properly conclude this brief study.
From 1914 to 1917, mid-year figures are given in Table 13;

TasLe 13: Inpex Numpers oF THE CosT oF Living 1IN
AveraGE American Communities, 1914 o 1928,

Incrusive, sy SeparaTe Bubcer ITEMSs
{Marional Industrial Conference Board)

Date Food | Housiog | Clothing | TYEard | Sundries | All Feomss
uly, 1984 ... 100 it 100 100 100 160.0
uly, 1955 ... ... ... 100 00 103 02 100 100.5
uly, 1916.. . ... .. 1l 101,85 120 104 104 168.7
uly, 1987, ..., ... 146 105 143 126 17 1313
. 918, .. ... ... ... 173 i1B 185 138 153 1386
We. . ... 186 129 205 144 164 171.6
1920, ... .. ..] 204 158 190 172 187 197.5
928, ... ...... 152 167 168 182 183 1649
W, ... e 142 i66 156 178 172 15362
9833, 147 175 171 179 173 1621
192e 46 | 185 | 11 | 169 | 17¢ | 1633
1925 ..., . ..} 16! 179 175 167 175 169.3
1926 ... ........ 168 176 174 163 174 167.9
197, ..., ..] 153 169 171 163 173 163.9
1928, ... .1 134 162 172 161 171 161.9

from 1918 to 1925, inclusive, the annual figures are theaverage
of the calculations made in that period three times a year;
while from 1926 onward, the facts reported in each year are
the averages of twelve monthly calculations. The table
shows a rapid increase which culminated in 1920 with a cost
of living nearly double that of July, 1914. This was followed
by a considerable drop, which reached its lowest point in
1922. With business recovery the cost of living again ad-
vanced, and in 1925 reached a level only a little short of that

~of 1919. Since then the movement has been gradually down-
ward, and the present level is nearer the post-war minimum
in 1922 than any other year in the post-war series.



