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FOREWORD 

I N continuation of its series of studies of the cost of living 
in the United States which was begun in 1918, the Na­
tional Industrial Conference Board issued early in 1928 

a comprehensive volume entitled "The Cost of Living in the 
United States, 1914-1927." This volume reproduced all the 
facts in the cost of living which have been ascertained by the 
Board in its investigations of the cost of living from 1914 to 
the end of 1927. The volume also contained a discussion 
of the problems involved in measuring the cost of living and 
its changes, a special study of the comparative cost of food 
in different cities, as well as a full account of the methods pur­
sued by the National Industrial Conference Board in the col­
lection and tabulation of data to form its index of changes in 
the cost of living. 

The present analysis is intended as a supplement to last 
year's publication, and presents the results of the Conference 
Board's studies for the year 1928. The tables here published 
continue those in the more comprehensive study of last year, 
and a note on each table states on which page of the original 
volume information for the years 1914 through 1927 will be 
found. A short explanation of the trend of the cost of living 
for the year, together with the facts necessary to link the 
year 1928 to the previous series, concludes the statement. 

This volume is the result of an investigation conducted by 
the Conference Board's Research Staff, under the super­
vision of the Board's Staff Economic Council. 

In the preparation of its studies the National Industrial 
Conference Board avails itself of the experience and judg­
ment of the business executives who compose its member­
"ship, and of recognized authorities in special fields, in addi­
tion to the scientific knowledge and equipment of its Re­
search Staff. The publications of the Board thus finally 
represent the result of scientific investigation and broad busi­
ness experience, and the conclusions expressed therein are 
those of the Conference Board as a body. 
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CHART 1: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE COST OF LIVING iN THE UNITED STATES, ]ANUAR,Y, 1928 TO 
DECEMBEIl, 1928, INcLuSIVE 
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THE COST OF LIVING IN THE 
UNITED STATES IN 1928 

J\ N index of the cost of living measures the changes in 
.l1 the retail prices of a group of commodities, supple-

men ted by the cost of certain services and other 
household expenditures. The index of the National Indus­
trial Conference Board follows the common practice of such 
indexes throughout the world in being based upon the house­
hold needs of the industrial wage earner. In order to arrive 
at a general level of prices applicable to such expenditure, 
it is necessary to determine what the wage earner buys, in 
what quantities he buys and what prices he pays. 

The first two steps in the proceeding are preliminary. 
Budget studies give a good idea of the distribution of the 
wage earner's expenditure among the principal groups of pur­
chases which serve his daily needs. Within each group they 
disclose with reasonable accuracy what are the chief items 
of expenditure, the quantities consumed and how much is 
spent for each. When the purposes and distribution of ex­
penditure deemed appropriate and customary for a wage 
earner's family at a given time and place have been deter­
mined, the problem of constructing the index number of 
changes in the cost of living is to ascertain how the total cost 
of living changes by reason of changes in prices or cost of the 
various items and their quantities which enter into the stan­
dard budget. Since the latter is commonly assumed to remain 
unchanged, it will be seen that the index of the cost ofliving 
is in fact the index of the composite retail prices of a group 
of commodities and services chosen to represent the typical 
expenditure of a wage earner's family. 

The objects of expenditure and their grouping used in the 
index of the National Industrial Conference Board are de­
rived in the main from pre-war budget studies and represent 
the expenditures of wage earners' families as they were in 
1914. The index of the cost of living computed on this basis 
shows how much more a wage earner's family would have to 

1 



2 THE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928 

spend today in order to live in the same manner as it did in 
1914. 

It is sometimes argued that, since by rellSOn of the in­
crease in real wages the industrial worker has today a higher 
scale of living than before the war, the index of the cost of 
living should be based upon the present expenditures of the 
wage earning classes. If this could be done the result would 
be to change somewhat the nature of the comparison. The 
index of the cost of living would then show how much more 
the industrial worker has to pay for his living now than would 
have been necessary in 1914, had he been able at that time to 
live as he does now. There has recently been a revision of 
the index of wholesale prices computed by the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Without going too far into de­
tail it may be said that the former index was based upon 
commodity sales in 1919, while the new index is based upon 
sales of 1923-1925. One result of this revision is that the new 
wholesale price index shows an advance over pre-war prices 
which is less than that shown by the former index. Ob­
viously, the reason for such a shift arises from the increased 
general consumption of individual goods which have had 
only a moderate advance in price, or the cost of which, as in 
the case of electric current for light and power purposes, has 
actually declined. 

Until a new investigation of wage earners' budgets, which 
is urgently needed and for which the United States Bureau 
of Labor Statistics is pleading, has been made, it will be im­
possible to determine whether, or in what degree, the shifting 
of consumption in the families of industrial wage earners 
may have made the increase in their cost of living actually 
less than it appears to be under the familiar standards of 
measurement. But it is certain that if an index could be 
constructed on the proposed basis, the gap between the old 
and new method of measurement is not likely to be so large 
as in the case of wholesale prices. Within the range of in­
come represented by that of wage earners' families now and 
in 1914, there is not much room for indulgence in these fields 
of expenditure, largely in the class of luxuries and semi­
luxuries, in which the price advance has been more moderate 
than in the body of goods which serve daily necessities • 

. . 



THE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928 3 

Of course the significance of the price level is wholly rela­
tive. Whether it is high or low relative to some earli~ date 
would be a matte: of utter indifference if incomes changed 
in exactly the same proportion. Since the price level of the 
cost of living began to rise above that of 1914, the wage 
earner has seen his wages advance to even higher levels, so 
that today his income will purchase considerably more than 
formerly of the necessities and comforts of life. If, as sug­
gested in a previous paragraph, the method of computation 
has a tendency to exaggerate slightly the increase of the cost 
of living over that of 1914, his position is really rather more 
favorable than appears upon the surface. How much better 
can not be precisely measured. 

There has not been as yet any authoritative determination 
of the worker's expenditures in recent years. Until such 
studies may be made, the historian of changes in the cost of 
living must content himself with the best materials at hand. 
Though it is recognized that the method may have its im­
perfections, the following pages are devoted to a study of the 
changes which may have taken place in 1928 in the prices which 
theindustrialworker must payinorder tolive as he did in 1914. 

The Total Cost of Living 
Table 1 shows for each month of the year 1928 the total 

cost of livin~ compared with July, 1914, and figures for the 
principal major groups of expenditure of which the total cost 
is composed. The same facts are shown graphically in the 
chart which faces page 1. 

For the total cost of living the range of variation during 
the year was slight. It varied from a minimum of 160.9% 
of the price level of July, 1914 in the month of June, to a 
maximum of163.4% of the July, 1914 price level in the month 
of September. Although the year started in January with a 
level comparatively high, the immediately succeeding months 
showed a slight drop in the level, which with minor interrup­
tions reached its minimum in June. In the second half of the 
year the highest level was reached in September, and al­
though there was later some diminution, the general level 
for the second half of the year (162.2) was a triBe higher than 
that for the first half of the year (161.5). 



4 THE COST OF UVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928 

TABLE 1: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE COST OF LIvING IN 

AVERAGE AMERICAN CoMMUNITIES, MONTHLY, FROM 

JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, BY SEPARATE 

BUDGET ITEMS 

July, 1914 = 100 
(NHioaal Indumial Conference Board) 

NOTB.-This table contin .... the figures for 1914-1927 given in • correspondin! 
table (No. 8) on page 71 in "The Cost of Li-ring in the United States, 1914-1927 • 

• 
Food Hou_inc Clothio, 

Foelad ........... To..! Wah, 

~ .. Uary, 1928 .••...••• ISS 166 172 163 172 163.1 
cb~~ 1928 ••...... 152 165 171 163 172 161.5 

Mudl,1928 •......... 151 165 173 163 171 161.1 
~,1928 ........... 152 163 171 160 171 160.8 

y, 1928 ............ 154 163 171 158 171 161.5 June, 1928 ............ 153 162 171 158 17l 160.9 
uly,I928 ............ 153 161 174 158 171 161.1 

AU8""c,1928 ......... 154 161 173 159 171 161.4 
September, 1928 ......• 158 161 174 160 171 163.4 
October, 1928 ......... 157 161 173 161 171 162.9 
November, 1928 ....... 157 160 172 162 171 162.6 
December, 1928 ..•...• 156 160 170 163 171 162.0 

When changes in the index are as slight as those noted, 
they bear witness to a comfortable stability in the wage 
earner's cost of living. The net changes in the index here 
noted are the result of an infinite variety of minor causes, 
some of which have to do with the prices themselves, and 
some of which result from the manner in which prices are 
collected and tabulated. In this respect an index of the cost 
of living is similar to any other instrument of measurement. 
It is in some degree influenced by the conditions under which 
it is used, and when the utmost precision of measurement 
is required, such disturbing influences, unless their effects are 
removed or discounted, may appreciably affect the resulting 
measurement. But in the effort to measure economic move­
ments such disturbing conditions can not well be removed. 
The most that can be done is to concede their presence as a 
possible cause of variation in results. 

Net changes in the aggregate index, the resultant of con­
flicting changes in the elements which compose it, change in 
one direction being in part compensated by changes in the 
other, are necessarily smaller than the changes in the prin­
cipal groups of expenditure, which may now be considered. 



THE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928 5 

Food 
Among the various groups of prices and services that go 

to make up the cost of living, those of food are the most 
important. The index of food used by the National Indus­
trial Conference Board for the computation of the general 
cost of living is that issued monthly by the United States 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. This Bureau collects monthly 
the price of forty-three articles of food in 51 of the principal 
cities of the United States.' It obtains a total price in each 
city by multiplying the price of each article on the list by the 
quantities commonly consumed, and summing up the re­
sults. From these aggregate costs at different dates the 
measure of the price change for the group is obtained. 

A most cursory examination of the table brings out the 
fact that the general level of food prices throughout the year 
was lower than that of any other group. The comparatively 
low level of farm prices, which is the farmer's chief grievance, 
finds a reflection in a comparatively low level of retail food 
prices. The divergence between the level of food prices and 
those of other retail prices is not, however, so great as is the 
divergence between the levels of farm prices and those of 
non-agricultural products at wholesale. The reason for this 
greater divergence lies in the fact that after a given product 
has left the farm it accumulates value through processes of 
manufacture and of distribution before it finds its way, ready 
to be eaten, to the dining table of the consumer. The in­
fluences, whatever they may be, which have operated to 
hold back the increase of farm prices since the depression 
year 1921, have had no effect upon these other elements of 
value which enter into the retail prices of food products. 
None the less, it is clear that the industrial wage earner has 
to some extent profited by the distress of the farmer. 

I t will be observed also that the table shows more change 
from one month to another in the case of the food index than 
in that of other groups of expenditure. This is clearly under­
standable. Certain food products have marked seasonal 
fluctuations in price. This is particularly true of such items 

1 For ti .. or ankles priced and cities in whkh prices ..., coIloctod, with • fun de­
scription of methods of combin.ti~ tee, National Industrial Conference Board, 
"The Coot of Livins in the United Stll .... 191f-1927," P. 31. 
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as butter, eggs, potatoes and other vegetables.' It is further 
to be considered that no articles of retail trade are so sensi­
tive to price changes as those bought in the groCery store and 
the meat market. In these common necessities of life there 
is a much finer shading of prices than in oth~ commodities. 
Prices of most commodities vary in multiples of S or 10 cents, 
while food products often vary in price by one cent or its 
multiples. 

These factors working together produce relatively large 
variations in retail food prices :with a tendency towards a 
somewhat indistinct seasonal movement. A comparison of 
monthly prices in the years 1926 and 1927 shows that in 
August the food index was at its lowest point, and that prices 
later in the year tended to increase. Between the high point 
in January and the lowpoint in July, there was in these years 
.a secondary advance occurring in April in 1926, and in June 
in 1927. The movement of the index in 1928 shows consider­
able divergence from this model. It was lowest in March, 
this level was followed by a slight advance until May, re­
peating, though in less marked degree, the secondary spring 
upward movement noted in 1926 and 1927. The summer de­
pression of the price level in June and July was less marked 
than either of the two years immediately preceding, and 
failed to bring the level below the point noted in March. 
After July the upward swing of prices, unlike that in the 
other years, had spent its force in September, and was fol­
lowed by a slight decline which has continued over into the 
first montJis of 1929. By reasons of these ups and downs of 
the index, a comparison of the level in 1928 with the previous 
year can be made only on the annual average. It was slightly 
lower in 1928 than in 1927 and perceptibly lower than in 
1926. 

Housing 
Rents in 1928 were at a higher level compared with July, 

1914, than were food prices, and in fact showed an index close 
to that of the total cost of living. The difference between 
the highest index in January and the lowest in December is 
somewhat less than the difference between the highest and 

116Ui., pp. 77-78. 
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lowest levels of the food index. On the other hand, unlike the 
fluctuations in the prices of food, the change in the level of 
rents during the year 1928 is that of a steady progression 
downward. 

This movement of the index is made up of changes here and 
there throughout the country. In any given community it 
is not in the nature of rents to change frequently or to change 
by such small amounts as are indicated by the rent index. 
When changes occur in any city they are usually of greater 
magnitude but they occur at comparatively long intervals. 
In a few cases the changes may be upward, but the testimony 
of the figures is that the tendency toward change, which con­
cretely shows itself in one group of communities in one month 
and in another group of communities in another month, is 
downward. 

It follows from what has been said that one should not ex­
pect in any given community a rent movement exactly p.aral­
lel to the rent movement in the country at large. While 
there can be no denying of general tendencies revealed by 
averages, actual rents in any given place are frequently 
sharply influenced by local conditions. One city is rapidly 
expanding its population and building has not kept up with 
the growth of population. Rents rise, new buildings are 
erected, and soon the upward flight of rents is checked. Per­
haps the building boom overreaches itself, housing accommo­
dations become in excess of demand and rents begin to faU. 
Another city grows slowly in population or even stagnates. 
Accommodations are relatively plentiful, and in a period 
of generally rising prices rents do not feel the upward im­
petus. In a relatively small city the erection of a large 
manufacturing plant may cause a housing shortage, while 
the withdrawal of such a concern to another locality may 
result in empty dwellings and depressed rents. 

Table 2 suggests the importance of these considerations 
and the significance of local conditions in determining the 
rent level. In a few localities rents are now double or more 
what they were in 1914. In many others they have not 
advanced by as much as 50% and in a few the evidence which 
has been gathered is that they have not advanced at all. 

(T.xl ro,.,;n .... OIl _ II) 
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TABLE 2: ESTIMATED AVERAGE PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE IN RENTS OF WAGE EARNERS' HOUSES, 

MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, AS COMPARE\) WITH JULY, 1914 
(National Illduatri.1 Cottf'tml« Doud) 

NOTE.-Thi •• able <on.inu .. the fig.m., for 1914-1927 given in a eorre.ponding table (No. 10) on page 82 in "The Cost of Living in the United 
Stat •• 1914-1927." , 

CiciCli 1m. Feb. Muo April May June July AO/l. Sept. 0. •. No'" Dec, 

AkroDtOMo.,.", •••••••.• 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-10 61-70 61-10 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 
Albany, N. Y ........... ,. , • 101-110 101-110 101-110 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 
Allentown

6 
PII ...•••.•. " ••• 111-120 lIH20 111-120 111-120 111-120 1lI-120 111-120 111-120 • 111-120 111-120 111-120 

Anianre, hio .••••....•.•• 10 or 1m" 10 ur ler lOur I"", 10 or leW lOorlm- lOort~ 10 Qrlr ... 10 ur Ie ... 10 or Ie .... 10 or 1m" 10orl~ 10 or ItqIl 
Alt<xmill, Pa ••••••••••••.••• 51~ 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 *1-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 

Ann AfbotwMich ..•...•.... 231-240 201-210 141-150 141-150 171-180 191-200 131-140 201-210 281-290 241-250 • • 
ApplftOll

b 
it ••••...•..•..• 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 4HO 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 

Atlanta. II ••••••••••• , •••• 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Atlantic: City. N. J .. ,.,., ... 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 101-110 101-110 101-110 
AUIUlt., G •.••••.......... 21-l0 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 11-20 

a.trimor., Md .............. 61-70 61-70 61-10 Sl;;«J ll~ 51-60 51-60 51~ Sl;;«J 41-50 41-50 fl-50 
Batde CrHIt. Mitb .......... • • b • • b b • • • 
O'Y City, Midi ..••.•.. , •••• b • b • b • • b b • • • 
8ayonQII:. N. J .............. 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 71-80 71-80 71-80 7HO 71-80 
Beaumont, TeI:, .•••••••••.• 111-120 111-120 1*1-150 H1-150 HI-ISO "1-150 141-150 .. 1-150 HI-ISO 131-140 131-140 121-130 

Beilinf.h.C Wuh ........... 2Hk) 21-30 21-30 21-l0 21-30 21-l0 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Betke ry •• 1 ............... 71-80 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 71-80 61-70 61-10 61-70 51~ 51~ Sl~ 
B.thl.hC!~ P •••. , ••.•••.••• 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81"90 81-90 81.JJO 81-90 81-90 81-90 
8i11ine" ont •.• ' ••••...... 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Biolhlmtoo. N. Y .......... 71-80 7HlO 71-80 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 8l-90 SI.JJO 

Binnlnaham. AI •••••••••••.• 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
no.ton, Ma ......... ~,,-:'., •.. 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 7HlO 71-80 61-70 61-70 61-70 81-90 81-90 81.JJO 
Brid\eport~r,c.onD ...... "" ••• 21-:m 21-30 21-30 11-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Brae [GO

N 
lUI ............. 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 

81.111"alo, • Y .... " .... " ... 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 91-100 91-100 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 

Butte, Mont .••............ fOorlwa fOort .... 40 or twa 40 or tW" 40 or teua 400rlwa 40 ot IW" • 40 or ItQII 4Gar lu.'I 4OortWl' 4()or IHI-
ClmbridlJ~ M:u. •• , ... , •... .1-S0 .I-SO .1-50 41-50 21-30 21-30 2HO 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Camdeo. . J ........ , . , ... 1n-120 111-120 101-110 101-110 101-110 71-80 b 7HO 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 
Canton. Ohio ..•••••.•...•• 21-30 21-30 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
Champ •• , Ill ............. 2l-3. 21-30 2l-30 21-30 21-30 21-10 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 



Charlatmr. S. C .••. .•.•.••• 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-SO 4I-SO 41-SO 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 ,,-40 
Chuu~ .. Teo ........... 51-<0 SI-<o 51-<0 51-<0 5HIJ 51-<0 51-<0 51-<0 41-50 41-l0 41-50 41-SO 

8:~.~~:::,::::::::::::: 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 In-l20 lU-l20 111-120 Ill-120 111-120 111-120 
81-00 .,-90 11-&! 11-&! 11-&! 11-<.0 11-&! 11-&! 11-<'0 71-&! 71-80 11-<10 

CUlaJlG.U, ObIO ••• , •.• , •••• 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 81-90 81-90 

a...d.~()Mo .•.......... 51.(i() 51-<0 51-<0 51.(i() 51.(i() 51.(i() 11-40 n-40 JI-40 31-40 31-40 1I-40 
Oi(ton, • J. .••........... • • • • • • • • • • • • ('tintor!, 18 ...••........••• 81-90 81-90 '1-90 11-&! 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 51.(i() 
CoIllmbia, S. c., ..... , ..... 2HO 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 U-20 11-20 1-10 1-10 I-tO 1-10 
Colltlmbw. Ohio •••.. , •.•••. 11-110 71-110 11-80 11-110 11-80 11-80 71-80 71-110 11-80 11-80 11-80 71-80 

c..<Mdll" H .............. SI.(i() SI.(i() 51.(i() Sl.(i() SI-II) 71-80 11-80 71-80 111-120 "'-120 111-120 1ll-120 
Cuuncil lulf., I •.. , . , ..... 1-10 1-10 1-'0 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
Covinlton. Ky ... , .• ....... 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 81-90 81-90 .1-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 'I-'JO 
t>alb~ TeI: ................ 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-10 21-10 2l-!0 21-10 21-30 21-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 
D .... ·' Ie. Ill ••••.••...•.... JOor IaIt 30 or ta.a 300fl~ lOaf INfI' 3OM'- 30011 .. lOor~ 50 or leal" SOorleaa SOofl~ SO or I*, SOw leA" 
D •• etIpoft .. I •.... , ., ... , ... 20 0' leQIl 20 or IfUIIl 20 or tm- 200rlma 20 or I. lOor twa 200rlt!Ulit 20 or I.,. 20 or letJIIl 20 or leut 2O(lrl..- 200r IftII' 
D.,ooo,O 10 .............. 91-100 .1-90 'I-'JO BI-'JO BHlO 'I-'JO 'I-'JO Bl-'JO 81-90 81-90 71-80 71-80 
D~,.rr.Ct:tI, ••••• , ......•.. 51.(i() 41-50 ·fI-SO 41-50 41-50 fl-50 4!-S0 41-S0 41-50 fl-50 51.(i() SI~ Da Moinet. ra •• , ••... , ..• , 11-20 11-20 1l-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
lRtr<tir. Mich •••••• " •.. , •. .1-90 8HlO .1-90 '1-90 81-'JO 81-'JO 81-90 81-'JO 8HlO 81-90 81-90 'I-'JO 

Dllba3.uMJ• .. ••••····· .. • . lHO 31-40 lI-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 lI-40 4HO 41-50 41-50 41-S0 4HO 
Dull! • ion .••. ",., ... ,. 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 HO 1-10 1-10 
E .. t St. Loui'} 10 .. ' .•••.•. , Sl~ 51~ 41-SO 41-50 41-50 41-S0 41-50 41-50 4HO 41-50 .HO 41-S0 
l:1i'tlibeth

l 
N •••••••• ,,, ... 101-110 J01-IIO 101-110 101-110 101-110 JOI-ll0 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 

flkhan,. pel ............... Sl~ S1~ SI.(i() SI~ 41-50 fl-S0 41-S0 4HO 41-S0 'I-SO '1-50 41-S0 
Elmltt. N. Y ......... , •.••• 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 
EI P ..... b&eJl ............... 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 
ElYria; io ............... • • • • • • • • • • • • Erit:-. II", •.••.•. , ,. """ 101-110 101-110 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 101-110 
E •• m.alt. lod .•••••••••••• 1<1-150 111-120 \11-120 111-120 111·120 111-120 \11-120 111-120 111-120 \11-120 111-120 111-120 

["'tfeft. WI.h .............. 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 lI-40 31-40 31-40 21-30 21-30 21-30 11-20 
FIll River, Mlu ............ 31;40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31;'0 3HO 11-40 31-40 ll;W 31-40 31-40 
'llyetlt'vil e, N. c., ...... , .. • • • • • • • • • Flinf~ic:h ................. 81-'JO '1-90 71-80 71...., .1-90 81-'JO 71-80 71-80 11-110 'I-'JO '1-<>0 71-80 
'on aroe, 1M ... ......... 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 
Porth Worth, Ta ......•.• " 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
Oafl". IDd ...... , .••..•.•••• ll~ 51~ 51.(i() 41-S0 41-50 31-40 31-40 31-40 11-40 31-40 11-40 31-40 Genn'la N. Y .••.. , •.• , ..•• • SI.(i() 5t-{,O Sl.(i() 51"" ll~ • SI.(i() 51.(i() SI~ lI-{'o SI.(i() 
Grind .,id~ Mich ... , . , . , 1SI-115O !S1-I60 lSH60 lSH60 J21-1lO 12H30 nt-UO 121-1l0 Ill-l.o 151-160 161-170 161-110 
Grelt fa!, ont .. , ... , .... lI-{'o 51.(i() 51.(i() 1I.(i() 51-60 ll-{'o SI.(i() SI.(i() 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 

.o..r .... bNo repon 



TABLE 2: ESTIMATED AVERAGE PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE IN RENTS OF WAGE EARNERS' HOUSES, 

MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER,1928, AS COMPARED WITH JULY, 1914-(Continued) 
(Nttionallndu.tri.1 Co/lfmn«l Bowl) 

NOT •• -Thi. table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding table (No. 10) on page 82 in "The Cost of Living in the United 
States, 19'14-1927." 

Citil!:l J .... Feb. MH, Apnl M.y June July Au,. Sept. Oct. Nov. Ot •• 

HamOton, Ohio ••••••. , .... lHO lJ-fO 3l-fO !l40 31--40 31--40 , 31--40 31-fO 31-fO ll-fO 51-60 
HUri.bu~ Pt .. , . , . , ..... 4I-SO 41-50 4HO 4HO 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-50 
Hlrtfordr onn ..... ,. , 41-50 ·U-SO tHO 41-50 4HO 4HO 4HO 4HO 41-50 4HO 41-50 ll-fO 
Jfanrhil • M ...... " ... ...... 1-10 1-10 !-to HO HO War Ie ... 20 or lwa War lege. 20 or ICI" 20 01' Ie ... 20 at Ie ... 20otl~ 
Hoboken, N. J ... , ' "".,,' 111-120 111-120 111-120 I1H20 111-120 111-120 lll-12O 1lI-120 111-12O 111-120 I1H20 lll-12O 

Holyoke, Mas.,.", .....•. ., 81-90 81-90 81-90 7HIO 71-i1l 71-i1l 71-i1l 71-i1l 71-80 71-i1l 71-i1l 71-i1l 
Hoquiam, Wuh •........ ... nl-itO 131-140 Ul-140 ill-ItO ill-ItO 121-130 121-130 121-130 1lI-130 111-120 111-120 1ll-J20 
H(lu.uon, Tu, ••••.. .... 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
Huntinaton. W. V.,. ...... , • 21-30 21-30 21-l0 2HO 21-30 2l-!0 21-30 11-20 11-20 1l-10 
Indianapolia, Ind .. , .. ...... 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-2O 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-2O 11-20 11-20 11-20 

t'bO •. Mi,h, , , " , , ... " IOI-IJO 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 U1-120 111-120 
ac:ttotlvillt, Fl •.. , , .. ... 3140 3I-<0 1I--40 1I--40 31--40 31-fO 3I-fO 3l-fO lI-fO 3140 3140 31-fO 
emy Cit)', N. J .... , .... 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 IOl-lIO 101-110 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 
ohnltown, PII., ••• , .. .. .. , llJ-JtO 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-l2O 111-120 111-120 111-120 Ill-UO 1lI-120 1Il-12O 
alama'lOOt Mich., ... ... '" • • • , • • , , , • • • 

Kanu. CitJ. K1IIDI ... ....... 71-i1l 7HIO 7l-ill 71-i1l 7l-ill 7HIO 7HIO 7l-ill 7HIO 61-70 61-70 61-70 
KanUlI CiWf M.(t" , , , , " " . 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 101-110 101-110 . 91-100 91-100 91-100 
K«:notha, II, ••• " .. ." " 10HIO 101-110 101-110 101-110 13I-ltO 131-140 l3l-140 13t-J40 131-140 13I-ltO 131-140 131-ltO 
Knonille. T mn ••. .. 31-40 3l-fO 3l-fO 3l-fO 31--40 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Larayette, Ind •.... ........ 121-130 121-ll0 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 1:21-130 121-130 121-130 lll-IJO 

L.IlCl"t~P... .. " """, SI'('() 11-60 lJ-60 11-60 51-60 51-60 lJ-60 51-<!O lJ-<!O 51-<!O 41-10 4HO 
LIMina. kh.,., ... , ..... 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 
LaWhnce

N 
Mall ............ • , • , • , , , • , • • Lincoln. tb .. ".,", ...... 1-10 1-10 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 21-30 21-30 11-20 11-20 

link Rod., Ark." , , ' , " , " . iI-50 41-50 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 1l-20 11-2O 11-20 1l-20 11-20 11-20 

to. Aoft''''tI: C.I .. , .. , , ..... 71-i1l 7HIO 71-i1l 7HIO 7l-ill 7l-ill 71-i1l 71~ 7l~ 7l~ 71-i1l 61-10 
Louitvi M Y···· .. ,""" 91~IOO 91-100 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 
LoweIiM a ..... ,", ,', '. 7HI0 71-00 71-110 71~ 71~ 71-i1l 7I-iIl 71~ 71~ 71-80 1I~ 71~ 

ll;:'D, G~:·,·.:::" ::.'.'.".",:: 31-40 31--40 31--40 !1-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 3140 3140 31-40 3I-fO 31-fO 
61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 



M.dUno, W ............ ... ,. 4HO 4HO 'HO 'HO '1-40 31-<0 31-<0 31-<0 31-<0 31-<0 31-<0 31-<0 
M.J.dn. Mau .. .. , ......... 11...., 11"'" 71...., 71...., 71...., 7HQ 7HQ 71-00 71-00 71...., 11...., 71-00 
)1"" ...... 0.". H ••••...••• 21-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-10 21-10 21-30 21-30 • 21-30 21-30 
M .... ilkIG. 10 ..........•. 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 91-100 101-110 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 
JriClDPm.. T nua. .. , , , ....... <HO 41-50 41-50 41-50 .. -50 4HO 51-('() 51-('() 61-70 61-70 61-70 6HO 

Maa CltT. Moat. .. ........ 2Oorl~ 20.,,1 .. 2O .. ~ 20 or t..-
20 .. _ 

20 Of Ita' 20 or Ietfl' 20 or leuJII 10 or leuJII IOort~ 101)1'1 .. mor IcgIo 
MilwauUe, W;. .•• ..... , , .. 81.JJO 81-'JO SI.JJO 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 71...., 71-00 71-00 
Minneolpol", MinD ........ ,. 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 31-<0 31-<0 '1-<0 31-<0 31-<0 
Moba.~ •.... " .... , ... ,. 1-10 1-10 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 
N.aaJ",j Ta:ro ..... , ... , ... 100riar tOorl..- 10 or J.- 100l'tea- 100rkua 10 or lea" IOor~ 10 or leu- 10 or 1turo 10orku* 10 or I .. lOor lea!I 

Newluli:, H-J. ............... 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 81-90 71-00 81-90 81-90 81-90 71...., 
New Bedfor • Pd ..... , ... , ... 61-70 61-70 51-('() 51.;;0 51.;;0 21-30 11-30 21-30 11-20 11-20 11-20 IHO 
'Nrw Britain. Coull ......... , • • • • • • • • • • • • 
NnII' Ha~. Cono .. ....... , 11"'" 71"'" 71"'" 11-4lO 71-80 11"'" 11-4lO 71...., 71...., 71-4lO 11...., 71...., 
NC'If'Od~,La. ••••••.•.•• 51.;;0 51-('() 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 ott-SO ·ft-50 "1-50 <HO "-50 

New York. N. Y ............ 71"'" 71...., 71-«1 71-«1 71...., 71-«1 11...., 71-4lO 71-«1 71...., 7HQ 71-«1 
Ni."ata Fat". N. "I .. ....... 21-30 21-30 21-10 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 2HO 21-10 21-'0 2HO 2HO 
Nor olk

J 
Va. .. . , ........... 21-30 21-lO 21-30 21-30 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 IHO 

O"l:In .C.L .............. 61-70 61-70 61-70 6HO n.;;o 51-('() 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51-('() 51-('() 51-('() 
OkLahom. Ciq. Okl." , ...•. 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 101-110 101-110 101-110 

Om.h •• Neb ........ .... < •• , 100r letJI'I 10 or lftf" IOor leal' ,1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 I-to 1-10 1-10 
' ... dma,Cal ....... , ...... 51.;;0 51-('() SI-<O 51.;;0 51.;;0 51-<0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51-<0 51.;;0 51-<0 
P .... ic. NJ.] ..... " .. '". BI-'JO 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-'JO 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-'JO 
'akrtotl, . . ... , ... , ..... UI-1l0 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-130 121-1l0 121-130 
Pawt;ud:~ JI.. I .. . , .... , ... • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Ptori •• I1!. ......• < •••••••• • 11-20 IHO 11-20 11-20 11-10 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 IHO 11-10 
Philadelphia, Pa .. .......... 91-100 9HOO 91-100 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 
Phoenis. Am ......... " . , .. I1H2O IIH20 JII-120 • Jl1-120 111-120 111-120 • 111-120 • 111-120 121-130 
Pittllburlh. r., .... . , ....... 91-100 9HOO 9HOO 81-90 7HlO 71~ n-80 11-80 71...., 71-«1 7h!O 71-«1 
Port HtUOD, Mich ...... ...•• 71-80 7HIO 7HlO 71-«1 91-100 91-100 9HOO 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 

PonJand, Me .. .... , .. ' •..• , 4HO "I-SO "I-SO 41-50 ii-SO ii-SO 41-50 41-50 41-50 41-S0 "I-SO "I-SO 
Ponl • .,d, Or" ....... . , ...... ii-SO 4HO iHO iHO 41-SO 4HO 'I-50 'I-SO 31-<0 IHO 31...ro 31-<0 
Porumout.h. Va ••........... 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
Provid"::t I. 1.. .......... 51.;;0 51-<10 51.;;0 51-(,() 51-('() 51-('() 51.;;0 51-(,() 51-(,() 51.;;0 5\.;;0 51-('() 
Pueblo, Co ..... .......... 6HO 51.;;0 51-('() 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 51.;;0 61-70 61-70 61-70 6HO 

R::in<1. In ................. • • • • • • • • • • • • 
aciDI!!, W .................. al..., BI-90 81-'JO 101-110 111-120 111-120 81-'JO 81-90 101-110 91-100 91-100 11.,!(l 

Readial. fa .. ..... , . , ...... 71...., 11-«1 71...., 71-«1 71.,!(l 71.,!(l 7HIO 61-70 91-100 91-100 81-90 81-90 
Richmond, Jad .. ..........• 71-00 71-«1 71-«1 71-00 71.,!(l • 71-00 71-«1 71-00 71-00 71...., 71-00 
Rid,."o",d. V •............ ,. 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 

.-..., bNo report 
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TABLE 2: ESTIMATED AVERAGE PERCENTAGES OF INCREASE IN RENTS OF WAGE EARNERS' HOUSES, 

MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, AS COMPARED WITH JULY, 1914-(Continued) 
(N.tion.llntl ..... tti.1 Conrcren" Boud) 

NOTS.-Thi. table continues the ligures for 1914-1927 given in a corrt!8ponding table (No. 10) on pp,ge 82 in liThe Coat of Living in the United 
States, 191 ..... 1927." 

Cid" Jaa. Feb. Mat. April M.y June July Aut. Stpt. 0, •. Nov. 0 .. , 
Rivenide, Cal .. ......... , . , 81-90 81-90 81-W • 61-70 61-70 61-70 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-W 81-90 Raanoke. Va •. ....... , . , ... 400tln .. 400t let" 40 at Ie ... 400rlr ... 40 ot I,... 4001'1 .... 40 or lu .. tOotle ... 400t I ..... 40 or twa 40 or leu- 40 or IfHI' R<H'hatu. N. Y., ....... , .. 81-90 II-W 81-90 II-W 81-90 11-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 81-90 .1-90 81-90 Rockford, III .... •.......... 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 Sacramento, Cal ••...... , ... • • • • • • • • , • • • 
S.tin ...... Mich ... .... , ... , .. .1-50 '1-50 .1-50 41-50 41-50 -f1-50 41-50 -fl-SO '1-50 41-l0 41-SO 41-50 St'l:eph'MMo .. ........... 2HO 21-30 2HO 21-30 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 '1-40 SE. 1.11" Q ••••••••• ".,.,. 81-W 8HlO 81-90 81-90 81-90 7HO 7HlO 7HO 1HlO 1HlO 1HlO 71~ St. Paul. Minn ... , •. ,., .. , .. 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 Salt Lake City, Utah., . . , ... 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 
Sin Antollj~ Te •.. .•... , .. , 71~ 71~ 61-70 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-70 7HlO 71-80 SanOieJ(lI .1 .••• ,.".,.,. 91-100 91-100 91-100 11-90 81-W 81-W 81-90 81-W • 81-90 II-W 81-W 11-90 San Frantuco. e.I., ... .... fl-$O .HO ll-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 ll-40 ll-40 ll-40 31-40 lI-IO 1I-40 San J~ Cal .. ...... , ...... 41-50 4HO 41-50 .HO 401-50 4HO 4HO 41-50 401-50 tHO .HO '1-50 S.vlDn ,G •. , •... ..... ,., 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 
SC'htn~t:ldYtr' Y .. ....... , 71~ 71b"<l 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 ' 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-10 Soon.bluIT,. eb ............ • b • • • • • • • • • SC'tlnConW·····,·,,·,····· 31-40 31-40 31-40 31-40 11-1<1 ll-ID lI-40 ll-40 31-10 31-40 ll-ID 31-10 Se.ttJe. ..h .... ... , .. , , ... 21-l0 21-30 lHO lI-ID 31-40 lI-40 1I-40 31-ID 31-10 31-ID lI-IO 31-40 Sedali., Mo. . .............. 20Qrl~ ... 2Oorleye. • 20 or It ... 20 or let .. 20 or leMl' • 20 or lega 200rlwa 20 or 1eM" 20cn IcgII 200r len' 
Siou:&: Cjt~ la .............. tHO .HO 41-50 .1-50 41-50 41-50 '1-50 .1-S0 51..00 51..00 Slit.! 51-$1 Siou.F.I.S,D ..... , .... ,. 100rlma 10 or lu ... 10 or I" .. 10 or It'" 10 or Im'I 10 or Ie .... 100rlm' 10 or Ita .. 10 or Ie ... 100rl~ 10 or a.- 10 or Ie .... Somerville, M ..... , ......... 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 111-120 101-UO 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 South Bt~ Ind .. .......... 81-W 81-90 .1-90 81-90 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-100 91-HX) 81-90 91-100 81-W Spokane, ub.. . . . .. . .... 7H1O 71-80 7H1O 7I~ 7HO 71~ 71-410 71~ 71-80 71~ 71-80 71-80 
Sprinafitld, nI .. .. , ......... 51-$1 51..00 51..00 51..00 51..00 51..00 71-410 51..00 51..00 51-$1 51..00 51..00 Sprinlfi.dd, M ........ ..... ,. 401-50 lI-IO 31-10 31-10 21-30 2HO 2HO 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 Sprin.ficl~9hio. , . , , . " , .. 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10, 1-10 1-10 1-10 Supellor, I ........ , •• " ••• ' b 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 • 1-10 • S)'rac:uu. N. Y .... .•..•.... 51-$1 51-aJ 51-aJ 51..00 51..00 51..00 51-aJ 1I-aJ 1I-aJ 51-aJ 51..00 51-aJ 



T.com:a. Wuh ........... ··. n-lO 2t-l0 2t-l0 21-10 21-10 21-SO 21-30 21-10 21-10 11-20 11-20 11-20 
TamP'Ji

H 
fl •........ , ....... 12HJO Ill-UO 121-110 121-130 81-"0 • 81 .... 81...., • 81 .... 81 .... 81 .... 

'fern .ute, Idd, .... , .... , IHO ll--lO 11--10 11-20 11-20 11-20 11-20 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 
T~o.Ohio •••••. , .......• 11--10 ll--lO 31--10 31--10 • ll--lO 11--10 ll--lO ll--lO 31--10 ll-t<> 31--10 
T~.Kan ............ , .. fHO 31--10 31--10 11--10 31--10 31--10 11--10 31--10 31--10 11--10 IHO 31--10 

TrltDtOD. N. J •• , . ........•. fl-SO fHO H-lO 41-SO .I-SO fHO fHO fHO 41-50 4Ho 4HO fHO 

~~l:~,~?::'::";;:::::::: :: 61-70 61-10 61-10 61-70 61-10 61-70 61-10 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-10 
1-10 1-10 l-IO 1-10 21-JO 21-30 21-){) 2HO 21-30 21-30 21-30 21-30 

Uuca,N Y .... ,.,,, .. --, 7HIO 71-80 61-10 71-80 71-80 71-80 7HIO 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 
Wannt,Obio" ••.•. , . .. " 61-10 61-10 61-10 61-10 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 71-80 

W .. frinltOft. D. C .•. ,', ..... 71-80 61-10 61-70 61-10 61-10 61-10 61-10 71-80 71-80 7HIO 71-80 71-80 
WatubllfJlf Conn •. , .. , .. " .. 31 ... ll ... ll'" 31--10 II ... 2HO 21-30 11-20 11-20 21-30 21-30 21-30 
Waurtt..t. ow ... , .......... S1-60 51-60 7HIO 71-80 81-"0 81 .... 81-"0 91-100 101-110 101-110 101-110 101-110 
wauwhif.!. ............... fl-SO 4HO U-lO fl-S0 Sl-60 lI-<O 61-70 61-10 61-)0 61-70 61-10 61-10 
WKhiu, •••.........•. 10 or aa.- 100l1~ ID 01" leal' 1001 Ieua 10orla# 100rl..- .Oorl~ 100rla.- • 10 or I,... 10 or leaa 1-10 

wnk .. B.rr~ ............ 71-80 71-80 71-80 11-80 71-80 7HIO 71-80 71-80 71-80 11-80 1HIO 71-80 
Wllmin.ctonM ............ 51-60 51-<0 Sl-<O Sl-<O 51-60 51-<0 51-<0 SJ-60 51-<0 51-<0 51-<0 51-<0 
Wor«ttU

N 
au ............ 31'" fl-SO 41-50 41-50 •• -so f.:1-SO 31 ... 31 ... II ... 31--10 II ... 31--10 

Yonkerl, • V ............. 81...., 81 .... 81-90 81-90 • • • • • • • • 
York. PL ••• , ••.••......... 31--10 31--10 31'" 21-10 21-10 21-30 11-20 11-20 1-10 1-10 1-10 1-10 

YounptalrD Ohio .......... 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-10 61-10 61-70 7HIO 11-80 61-70 61-70 61-70 61-70 
lINorcpon 



14 mE COST OF liVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928 

Clothing 
Of all the main groups of expenditure that enter into the 

wage earner's budget, clothing stands at the .highest level 
with respect to pre-war conditions in July, 1914. It will be 
remembered that clothing was the first group to feel the up­
ward movement of prices and at the peak in 1920 held the 
highest place. While it shared with other groups the decline 
that followed, it carne to rest at a higher level than other ele­
ments in the cost of living. 

Taken as a whole, clothing makes a slower response to the 
influences which bring about price changes than does, for 
example, food. Variation from month to month from a mini­
mum price level of 170 in December to a maximum of 174 in 
July and September was within a narrow range. Nor is 
there, as was the case with rents, any evidence of any dis­
tinct movement in the general level; with no definite trend 
observable, the index oscillates like a pendulum within very 
restricted limits. 

The prices of individual articles of clothing are shown in 
Table 3, the indexes based upon them in Table 4. 

An examination of the tables shows, as might be expected, 
much greater variation in the prices and indexes for indi­
vidual articles than in the general clothing index. Much of 
the change is due to the seasons and in none of the articles is 
any conspicuous upward or downward trend to be noted. 
More striking is the difference of the index levels for the 
various commodities. At the end of the year these vary from 
125 for women's muslin underwear to 260 for women's knit 
underwear; The wide range of variation is suggestive of a 
very different alignment of the prices of the various materials 
and articles of wearing apparel now from that which pre­
vailed in 1914. 

Table 5 distinguishes men's and women's clothing and 
shows index numbers for each. A comparison of January 
and December shows some decline in men's clothing but none 
in women's. The two columns of the table show throughout 
a slightly higher level for men's clothing prices relative to 
July, 1914, than for the prices of women's clothing. 

(TeJd ,.nJinMetl." p.gr II}) 



-... 

TABLE 3: AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED ARTICLES or YARD GOODS ANI) WEARINd' ApPAREL. 
MONTHLY, FROM JANVARY TO DECEMBER. 1928 

(N.tionall"duttri .. ConrmuCCl Board) 
NOTE.-Thi .. abJe continu .. the figu'" ro, 1914--1927 given in a corre.ponding .able (No. 11) on page 97 in "The Coat of Living in the United 

s ••••• 1914--1927 .. • 

{9~' Jlna_tTl February, ""reb, Aplil. M.J. June, {9r~ Au~.t. Sef!~ Octo~r. 
NQnft'loo o-m 

A<Ii< ... 
b~t8 b" 

1928 1928 ,.28 192' "28 ,.28 I 28 1921 192:8 192 ml 
- - - - - ---- ----

Wool ,ard PJI)II. 
.,.020 '1.599 .1.015 ,U9S 11.0" JI.S91 ., .• 24 JI.606 .1.S!1 ".541 lUll 

~r~e. , ....... ... '1.00 '!~ Papin .. , ..•• ,.. . .. 1.50 2.rm HK9 2.01l 2.030 2.0S' 2.047 2.067 4!.O26 I.m 1.99S 1.961 

Broadcloth, ••.• , .. , . ...... 2.00 1.J.l 1.JJO l.m 1.126 l.m 1.406 1.390 MI' l.'08 MOB l.3S0 3.39< 

Co;'~ar:~~. ~~ .,. O.07U 0.209 0.108 0.210 0.108 0.108 0.108 0.209 0.205 0.211 0.218 0.214 0.221 

(;inah.m •••.. ,. . gl~u 0.1" o.m 0.192 0.186 O.IM 0.188 0.191 0.188 0188 0.188 0.185 0.183 

IAn,l'cloth ......... 0.209 0.201 0.108 0.208 0.208 0.21. o.m 0.!18 0.221 0.221 o.m 0.1ll 

FrUIt of the loom ... .. O.ll 0.2U 0.241 0.!44 0,2« 0.243 0.2" 0.1" O.!" 0.250 0.2011 O.!" O.W 

Vaile, •.... .. 0.25 0.J50 D.lfl O.HZ 0.35 • o.m 0.360 0.351 O.lSI 0.H7 O.loU o.m O.JJJ 

HOlier, 
O.lS 0.143 0.243 0.239 0.241 0.142 0.!44 0.2<1 0.250 o.m O.l44 , , 0.241 

M~n'"." ..... , ... o.m 
Womm', ....... 0.25 0.416 0.417 0 •• 16 0.411 0.415 o.m 0.425 0.'18 0.413 0.400 0..06 0.40' 

knit unduwc.r 
Men', unitnl.uiu ..... .. 0.50 1.005 0.987 1.010 0.085 0.980 0.988 0.99! 0.974 1.006 0.990 0.918 0.991 

Wnmen', "au .. ,."" ... 0.10 0.157 0.268 0.261 0.261 0.268 0.288 0.281 0.271 0.277 0.25! 0.2<9 0.!6I 

Mu.lin und.,rwcu 
Women', combinltion •. , ... 1.00 tIM 1.270 1.28l 1.277 1.291 I.lIS I.m 1.25l I.m 1.269 UI2 1.235 

Sulc, 
Mm', , ...... 15.00 u.m 21.m 24.m 21.362 24.287 21.014 21.283 IUM 21.'" 24.381 u.m 2l.710 

Wonltn', .. 1S.oo 22.31. 21.8)8 21. .. 9 2t.9ll 2UlI 22.386 2J.m 22.6!4 23.m 2J.m 23.114 23.093 

Coal, 20.869 Men',. ,.,., .... ... 10.00 2U98 2U87 21.405 21.2<8 20 .... 20.'" 21.095 2U68 21.085 20.888 %0.432 

Women" ... " ,.' . . . . . , . . . . 10.00 1'.625 18.887 18.972 18.!l. 11.877 18.m 18.622 18.217 18.445 ".604 ".680 19 .... 

Shirt. and blou.a 
Men'. II'!)rk .hirtl .... ...... 0.50 0.911 0.911 0."7 0.907 0.891 0.891 0.886 0.881 0.895 O.S80 0.878 0.885 

Me,.', work .hiru .• , . .. ..... 1.00 1.299 I.J10 l.l~ l.l01 1.284 J.281 1.267 1.272 1.287 1.271 1.285 U60l 

Men', ntaliate .him. .. ,. 1.00 I .... 1.462 1.487 un I .... I .... I.m 1.486 1.475 1.409 1.447 UJ! 
Women', blou'eII ... , ... 1.00 I.m 1.144 1.622 1.600 1.599 1.6S1 1.6011 1.6oI! 1.03' 1.517 !.lS' 1.170 

OYeulli .... .... 0.75 un 1.479 US9 1.481 1.475 USI .1.475 1.467 1.512 1.1.7 1.596 1.460 
Sh .... 

Men' •... , ..... .... 3.10 S.!17 S.lS! 1.l1O s.m 1.277 5.090 S.360 s.m l.m l.l09 l.llS 5.101 

Women" ..... : .". 3.00 5.2010 S.3.8 S .... S.l6ol 5.291 S.188 s.m S.579 l.m s.m 5.376 5.291 

Glay" 
Me,.'. dopUn ... .. ,. "., US 2.166 2.144 2.U6 2.09'/ 2.088 2.114 2.m U17 2.065 2.110 2.09'/ 2.01. 

Women', Clp".,. .. .. 1.00 2.114 2.m 2.2" 2.228 2.223 2.225 2.231 2.m 2.160 2.m 2.272 2.!35 

'hu 
Men', (elr. ••.... .... .. ... 2.00 3.785 3.601 !.m 3,761) 3.781 l.672 !.7I9 3.1.7 !.81. 1.S72 !.860 !.870 

Women'. ".I'fec ... ,., .. ·.,.·.,.· I.SO 2,852 2,768 2.61. 2.5<0 2.714 2.818 !.1l0 '.fl7 !.m 3.287 3.ll1l l.067 
Women', Itta", , . , . " ......•. ,. 1.10 2.l28 2.023 2.211 2,lW 2.572 U8.f 2.621 2.236 2.01< 1.'53 1.'S3 l.176 



TABLE 4: INDEX NUMBERS OF AVERAGE RETAIL PRICES OF SELECTED YARD GOODS AND WEARING 
ApPAREL, MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928 

(Natlonallndunrial Conference Baud) , 
NO'tE.-:-This table continues the ligures: for 191~1927 given in a corresponding table (No. 12) on page 100 in liThe: Cost of Living in the United 

, States 1914-1927 u • 
{~r. lanua..,., FebnUll"y, March, A~I. May, June, {~8 AUjult, 

Segtem~ October, 
N()vem~ lUctm~ 

Atticlu bu f;Is 1928 19Z8 1928 I 8 1928 1928 I 18 19ZA 1918 19li --- ------ ------------ - ----------Wool yard rood. 
m) 161 160 164 lS6 ~~:I~~::::::::::: . ............. 162 160 162 163 161 161 157 ISS 

,"""." . .... 100 1!9 (37 m 13. 136 138 138 139 Il6 Il. 134 III Broadcloth .• ..... ............. 100 165 164 164 164 164 168 167 169 168 168 165 167 
Co~~~ar:r~ .~~ .... .......... 100 280 279 282 Z79 279 279 2SO 21l 291 292 287 197 Gin,ham"."., ... . ... " ... " .... 100 194 192 192 186 184 188 192 188 188 188 185 185 1.<lnjl:clllth • .• " .. , . . . . . . . . . . . 100 167 165 166 166 166 172 17l 174 177 177 177 178 Fruit of the lootn . . " " . , .. ... " 100 160 IS9 160 160 1S9 161 161 161 164 162 161 162 Voill: ..... .... ............ .... 100 1.3 119 119 144 144 141 Hl Hl 1.1 J39 US IlS Hotiery 

Men· •..... .... .... 100 164 164 16l 162 164 164 165 164 169 164 165 163 Women' •.. , . • " ........... 100 166 166 166 164 166 161 170 167 165 160 162 162 knit undcnt'ur 
Men', union ,uit, . .. ..... " ... 100 200 196 l2! 196 195 197 198 194 200 197 195 198 Women.', ytJu ... ,., .. 100 257 268 261 268 288 281 272 271 m 249 260 Mullin undrrwut 
Womeo', combination •. . . " .. 

Suiu 
" . 100 III 110 Il2 131 Il2 IlS 126 U8 128 Il9 126 m 

Men'" .• "" ...... ....... 100 163 161 162 162 162 160 162 161 163 162 lS8 ISS Womeo',, .. " ... ,., . , .. , .. .,. 100 148 HS H. 1 .. HI 149 lST lSI 1S6 1S6 IH IH Co ... 
M~n· •• , •........... . ,. ....... 100 lIS 209 215 2H m 210 204 212 215 112 210 205 Womeh" ....... , ... . '. ",. 100 194 187 188 ISO 177 180 184 IliD 182 193 194 191 Shim .od blotu-tli 
Men', "ork ,h.iru, ... ........... 100 ISO 182 181 179 176 176 175 114 . 177 174 17. 175 Meo', wurk ,hiru . ...... ....... 100 no I3J 13D III 119 129 128 m III 129 no 128 Meo', ne~ia~e .hirb ... '., 100 147 147 1<9 148 1<8 148 147 ISO 149 141 146 144 Womeo', lou," .. , .. , .. .. ..... 100 161 156 164 162 162 161 161 166 166 ISS ISS 159 OY~r.lb.,.,., .. .......... .... 100 199 196 197 196 195 196 195 194 200 198 211 19l Shoe. , 
Meo· •...... , "'., , ... " .. , 100 150 lS4 m ISO 151 147 ISS ISS IS. m IS! 149 Women'" .. , . " ......... ., 100 17l 178 ISO 177 I1S 171 182 181 178 175 17. 173 GlovlIII 
Men', doc-kin . . , . , " .. ........ 100 171 170 169 166 165 167 168 169 163 167 161 162 Womeo', upo ..... . " 100 Il6 218 2J1 226 226 226 221 21. 210 l28 2!2 228 H ... 
Me-h', tdt .......... .... ....... 100 190 18S 188 189 190 184 186 187 190 19l 192 193 Women', velvcf., ., ., ,., , ....... 100 191 185 I7S 17. 186 189 m 229 219 ,2D m 206 Womcp'. ttnw . . .. .......... , 100 21. 204 223 214 • 260 251 266 226 204 198 198 IliD 
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TABLE 5: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE RETAIL COST OF CLOTH­

ING, BASED ON AVERAGE PRICES, MONTHLY, FROM 

JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, WEIGHTED 

ACCORDING TO THEIR CONSUMP-

TION IMPORTANCE 

July, 1914 = 100 
(National trulllltrial Conmence Bllmi) 

NOTE.-This tahle continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in • corresponding 
table (No. IJ) on page 106 in the "The Cost of Living in the Uni .. d Sta .... 1914-
1927:' . 

0. .. Men'. Clothiq W(H'ft"II'. All C1athiDa Clothin& 

{..snuary. 1928 . ..................... 176 168 172 
ebruo.ry, 1928 . ............. , , ..... 175 166 171 

March,I928 ........................ 177 168 173 
~ril, 1928 ......................... 176 166 171 

ay,1928 ......•.................. 175 166 171 JUne, 1928 ......................... 173 169 171 
uly,I928 ......................... 174 173 174 

August. 1928. , ........ , ............ 175 170 173 
Septembe., 1928 .................... 177 171 174 
October, 1928 ...................... 176 169 173 
November, 1928 . ................... 174 169 172 
o-mb.,., 1928 ............... .. ,- 172 168 170 

TABLE 6: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE COST OF COAL, GAS AND 

ELECTRICITY FOR HOUSEHOLD USE, WEIGHTED 

ACCORDING TO CONSUMPTION, MONTHLY, 

FROM JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928 
July,1914 = 100 

(NationallDdunrlal ConfereIlClt &.rd.) 

NOTII:.-This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding 
table (No. 14) on page 108 in "The Cost of Living in the Unit<d Sta .... 1914-
1927.u 

Ga. and Coal, w and 
0. .. Co.1 Elearici E1ettriri 

Co .... i:1 Cornbi:J' 

I..nuary, 1929 . ........... » •••••••• 184 122 163 
cbruary, 1928 .. ....... , ........... 184 122 163 

March, 1928 .. , ........ ".,." ..... 184 122 163 
~1.1928 ........................ 179 122 160 

ay, 1928 ...... , ..... , .... ,., .... , 176 122 158 
Junc, 1918 .. .... , ........ ... ...... 176 122 158 

uly, 1928 ............... ... ...... 177 121 158 Augu"'1228 .............. ......... 178 121 159 
Septem ,1928 .. ......... ... . ..... 180 121 160 
October, 1928 .......... " ... ... .. 182 121 161 
November, 1928 ........ ........... 183 121 162 
~mbcrl 1928 .. ... .. " . 184 121 163 
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TABLE 7: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE RETAIL PRICE OF COAL IN TON LoTS 

'No nport 

(N.rlmw. Ind 

NOTE.-This table continues the /igures for 1914-1927 given in • corr<sporuling 

171.3 
b 

IlL2 
199.1 
176.9 
177.8 
190.5 
172.1 
211.0 
199.9 • 
231.0 
191.6 

b 

224.% 
117.1 
206.> 
lSi. 1 
151.2 
15LO 
212.0 
191.1 
201.5 
186.0 
208.2 
139.1 

b 

154.9 
161.6 
182.6 

"<1 ",," CI 1~f:1 
}65.0 
197.2 
178.0 
186.5 
2)3.6 
In.a 
151.8 
151.1 • 
195.1 
152.5 
18&.8 • 
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TABLE 7: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE RETAIL PRICE OF COAL IN TON LoTs FOR 
July, 

(N~.~I Indunrial 
NOT'E.-This table continues the- figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding table 

231.0 
191.6 • 

173.1 • 
106.9 
199.1 
166.1 
117.8 
J83.3 
167.l 
211.0 
190.0 , 

"".3 
181.6 • 
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DOMESTIC USE, IN SPECIFIED CITIES, JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, INCLUSIVE 
1914 ~ 100 
Conference Huard} 

(No. 16) on page 112 in "The Cost of Living in the United States. 1914-1927," 

1928 July, 1m AUgWlt, 1923 i September.I928 I October,1923 NO"'ember, 1928 Decrmber, 1928 

Bi~ \ An,h~<'.. B',"- A",huei.. B',"- \ And,m'''' B',"- j Au,h"",.. Bi,"_ An"'""" I B"u- i An,h",'.. B',"-
minous IChe$1:. minons Chest- minoU3 Ches~- minous; 'Chest- miDollsl l Chest- minous, Chest- mimlUe 

~--~--~--~--~--~--~ ----,------ -------------- --- --- --_. , 
16-3.0 ZQ4..2 194.9 162,8 204.6 195.9 16:U 207.9 199.2 164.6 2D9.1 200A 166.6 21O.8! 201.6 ! 167.8 211.6 202.2 16B.3 

171.6 209.9 191.3 172.1 210.5 198] 171.6 214.3 202.5 111.4 115,6 203.7 111.7 217.1 ZO{.5 172.0 223,6 204.9 172.0 

" 269.8 1&4.6 0 269.8 134.6 " 274.4 189.0 " 274.4 187.9 , 276.3 187.9 0 276.3 H17.9 " 1~.9 270.8 2W.2 106.9 272.2 221.5 107.2 281.2 229.0 107.2 283.4 231.7 107.2 284-.5 232.6 108.8 284.5 232.6 108.8 
205.7 2lt .4 196.3 205.7 211A. 1%.3 205.7 215.2: 200.0 205.7 215.2 200.0 205.7 21S.2 200.0 205.7 215.2 200.0 205.7 
166.1 242.4 217.8 166.1 246.3: 221.3 166.1 246.31 221.3 166.1 248.3 223.1 169.3,250.8 226.0 169.3 252.1 227.1 171.0 
1n.8 146.5 141.0 177.8 146.5 14-LO In.s 156.6 150,; 177.S 156.6 150.7 177.8 h56.6 150.7 177.8 156.6 150.7 177.8 
183.3 2B.7 187.5 183.3 212.4- 186,4 183.3 216.2 190.1 183.3 217.5 191.4 183.3 '21'),0 191.4- 183.3 217.7 190.1 183.3 
162.1 270.2 270.4 157.1 274.5 27+.7 157.1 276.7 276.9 157 .1!276.7i 276.9 167.0 276.7 276.9 i67.0 178.9 279.1 167.0 
211.0 216.1 218.4- 21LO 216.1 218A 211.0 221.1 226.9 21LO ,222.4-, 228.3 211.0 222.4- 228.3 2H.0 222.4- 228.3 211.0 
190.0 190.7 175.9 179.9 1"10.7 175.9 179.9,1%.8 181.7 179.9l202.9~ 187.5 179.9 202,9 219.3 179.9 202.9 1l9.3 179.9 , 205.8 205.5 ' 1"158 205.S b ]219.2 219.3 b 1219.2~ 219.3 b 225.8 226.1 , 225.8 226.1 • 
209.3 169.7 167.1 209.3 172.4- 167.1 209.3 171.4- 167.1 209,3 1I77.9, 172A 209.3 177.9 17.2:.4 209.3,177.9 InA 209.3 
1&3.6 179.7

1
172.4 183.6 182.4 175.0 183.6 185.1 178.3 183.6 !HIS.It l7iU 183.6 185.1 178.3 18J.6j185.1 178.3 183.6 , 173.2jI55.1 b 173.2 155.1 , 176.3 158.0 b 1176.31158.0 b 176.3 158.0 b 176.3 158.0 , 

224.2 174.21 179 ,7 224.2,174-.2 179.7 224-.2 177.2 181.8 224.2 '180.0 185.7 224.2 {82.9 188.7 224.9 11.85.8 190.2 227.1 
112.0 222.3,215.0 172.0 !222.3 215.0 172.0 224.1 216.7 172.0 225.9- 218A In.D 225.9 218 .• 172.0 225.9 218.4 172.0 
W6.3 219.4; 210.6 206.3 219.4 210.6 206.3 222.3 213.3 203.2 222.3 213.3 203.2 223.0 214.2 203.2 224.6 215.7 203.2 
184.1 215.0j 210.4- 184.1 215.0 210.4- 184.1 219.1 214.4 184.1 219.1 214.4 184.l 221.7; 214.4

1
184.1 221.7 214.4 184.1 

14-7.1 206.4 185.4- 147.7208.3 187.1 147.7 WIU 187.1 147.1 212.0 190.5 147.7 
21tS! :~:i :!r:~ 217.5 190.5 147.7 

l45.1 • 128.2 140.5 , 128.2 140.5 , 128.2 tW.S , 128.2 144-.0 , 128.2 144.0 
188.7 207.0 203.1 188.7 207.0 103.1 188.7 2D9.3 205.3 180.6 2(19,9 205.9 176.4 209.9 205.9 177 .3 W.9 205.9 177.3 
185.1 229.2 21S.3 185.1 219.2 215 .3 180.7 235.2 220.9 180.7 236.4- 222.0 183.2 236.4- 222.0 183.2 236.4 222.0 181.2 
201.5 271.8 2in.1 201.5 277.8 285.6 20L5 282.8 288.2 201.5 285.9 290.8 201.5 283.5 290.8 201.5 288.5 290.8 201.5 
186 .. 0 233.0 219.8 186.0 233.0 219.8 186.D 231.2 223,8 186.0 238,9 214.9 186,0 240.8 224.9 IS6.0 240.8 224.9 186.0 
208.2 210.2 205.7 20S.2 214.0 209.6 ZOO.2 217.9 213.4) 20S.2 217.9 213 .4 208.2 219.0 213.4- 203.2 219.0 213.4 208.2 
130.7 195.7 191.5 130.7 195,7 191.5 130.7 198.8 ~j::g. 13~,5 198.8 194.6 114-.5 198.8 194.6 134.5 202.0 191.7 134.5 

" 230.4 229.6 • 230.4 229.6 , 234.8 234.8 234.0 , 237.4- 234.0 • 237.4 234-.(} • 
152.3 221.2 191.6 152.3 221.2 191.6 152.3 225.2 195.2 152.3 225.2 195.2 152.3 219.3 198.7 IS2.3 231.4 198.1 152.3 
155.5 204.6 224.5 15S.5 204.6 224.5 155.5 208.1 228.5 158.6 208.1 228.5 158.6 215.6 228.7 161.0 215.6 228.7 161.0 
175'.6 20<.4 192.5 175.6 204.4 192.5 174.6 204.4 192.5 174.6 205.8 194.0 174.6,209.5 197.7 174,6 209.5 197.7 174.6 
163.6 2m.S 198.0 163.5 203.8 198.2 JM.3 207.1 201.4- 167.3 208.1 202.13 171.01208.5 203.0 172.5 208.7 W3.2 173.s 
148.5 273.2 266.3 148.5 2;3.2 266.3 153.3 277.3 270.8 158.1 200.4 274.6 165.7 '284.0 275.4 167.5 284.0 275A· 167.5 
144.0 257.2 240.6 144.0 257.21 240.6 1-44.0 257.2 240.6 144.0 257.2 240.6 148,6 257.2 240.6 147.6 261.3 240.6 147.6 
1S7.0 20U 207.0 Ul7.9 204.5 207.6 137.7 208.0 211.1 191.2 2(19.7 113.8 187.5 209.7 213 .8 186.0 '209.7 213.8 186.0 
154.6 0 147.9 154-.6 ~ f :§~:~ 154.6 , 147.9 158.5 • 150.3 162.5 , ISLe 164.8 • 151.a 165.6 
186.5 0 , 

" 186.) , 206.0 186.) , 206.0 186.S • 206.0 186.) • 206.0 186.S 
227,1 175.5 159,6 227.1 175.5; 1$9.6 227.1 179.4 163.1 231.2 182.3- 165 .7 231.2 182.3 165.7 234.0 182.3 165.7 235.6 
172.8 271.0 230.3 172.3 271.0; 230.3 172.8 275.3 234.7 172.8 275.3 234.7 172.8 276.1 234,7 172.8 1276.] 234.7 112,8 
140.1 191.6 178.8 140.1 191.6~ 118.8 140.1 1%.0 184.1 142.2 198.9 ISl.1 147.7 198.9 187.1 153.3 :198.9 187.1 153.3 
137.3 116.2 153.3 140.6 1l~.2! 15

b
4.5 141.3 nr9j 15;.7 144.4- 119.7 156.9 153.8 119.7 156.9 158.9 1119.7 156.9 158.9 

" 
, , • , , 

" 
, • , • • 0 • 0 

171.6 " 22J.2 171.6 , 223.2 111.6 tr 1223.2 178.3 " 223.2 185.1 • 223.2 185.1 • • 198.6 
140.9 202.0j 173.8 140.9 202.0 113.8 140.9 205.2j 176.6 141.3 2OS.2 176.6 143.8,206.4- 176.6 14g.3 W6.' 176.6 148.3 
136.9 ZOJ.3 194,9 186.9 200.3 194.9 186.9 206.1' 197.6 186.9 206.1 197.6 186.9 206.9 197.6 . 186.9 211.0 197.6 186.9 , b 225.4 , , 225.4 ' , 225.4 b b 1 225 .4- " 

, 225.4 0 • 225.4- , 
238:4 204.0' 195.8 241.0 204.0 195.8 24LO 207.3 198.9 

m&I~D Ii.U 
250.7 207.3 198.9 252.0 209.0 201.3 254-.5 

113.0 195.8; 188.0 173,0 195.8 188.0 llJ.O 198.5 190,6 180.4 198.9 190.6 180.4 198.9 190.6 180.4-
149.5 lU.2; 145.1 149.9 175.8 145.7 150.1 P7:1.0 ISL) 152.4 i7Y,O\ 151.5 153:9 liSf,O 151.5 154.2 179.0 , 153.6 
144.9 , • 144.9 • , 144.9 L b • 146.1 b b 146.1 " 

, 146.1 , • 146.1 
198.9 169.7 • 204.7 169.7 , 217.21169.7 • 217.2 b b 217.2 " 0 217.2 • • 117.2 
122.9 172.9 , 122.9 179.& • 124.9 b , 128.9 b b 128.9 0 , 129.9 , • 130.9 
149.7 , , 149.7 , , 149.7 , 

" 149.7' b b 156.4- , , 156.4 , " 156.4-
179.7 185.0 156.5 179.7 185.0 156.5 179.7 • " 179,7 0 • 179.7 0 , 179.7 , , 172.J 
133.1 146.8 142.7 133.1 146.8 142.7 133.1 152.7 148.4 141.5 152.7 148,4 141.5 152.7 148,4 141.5 152.7 • 141.5 
146.0 , , • , , 

" 
, • • , • • , , " , • " 162.8 188.1 182.0 163.6 187.2 1&1.1 165.1 187.8 181.1)168.4- 190.2 182.7 113.5 197.2 189.8 177.8 200.4 192.8 177.8 

Hid 207,4 203.2 146.5 207.4 208.2 146.5 207.4- 208.2: 154.4- 207.4- 208.2 164.0 207.4 208.2 171.4 207,4 WS.2 171-4 
no.4 , , 224.1 , 0 229.5 , b 1235.1 • 0 239.0 , , 240.7 0 • 240.7 
163.0 188.0 186.2 163.0 188.0 186.2 163.0 188.0 18b6.2! 16t·O 188.0 186.2 148.2 183.0 186.2 148.2 188.0 186.2 148.2 , , , , , , , , 

" 0 , • , • , 
" " 159,2 199.5 180.9 159.2 190.2 176.0 159.2 190.2 176.0 159.2 190.2 176.0 159.2 206.0 190.6 159.2 211.4 195.6 159.2 

" 0 • " , 
" 

, • 0 , , , , , , , 0 • , 
159.0 " " 162.7 , • 162.7 • • 171.3 , • 177.5 , 

" 182,6 • , 182.6 
126.6 , 210,0 126.6 , 210.0 126,6 , 210.0 126.6 , 210.0 138.1 0 221.3 156.1 • 221.3 156.1 
163.4 192.6 185.3 163.4 192.6 185.3 163.4 192.6 185.3,163.4 205.1 195.1 181.5 205.7 195.1 181.5 212.3 20Ll 193.5 • , , , , 0 , , , i , , • , , , • " • • 
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OMESTIC USE, IN SPECIFIED CITIES, JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928, INCLUSIVE 
14 - 100 
lfermce Board) 

.. 16) an page 112 in "The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927." 

.... , 
'1.6 2.<.9 111.0 • 187.9 • )6.' 232.6 108.8 
J5.7 200.0 205.7 
16.1 227.1 111.0 
'7.8 150.7 117.8 
U.l 190.1 183.3 )2.1 279.1 161.0 
11.0 228.' 211.0 
".0 219.1 119.9 • 226.\ • "'., 172." ""'., U .• 178.3 183.6 • 158.0 • !t.l 190.2 227.1 
/l .• 21S." 172.0 )6.' lIS.? 203.2 ".1 21-t .• IM.l 
• 7.7 190.5 147.7 
IS.I 128:.2 1"".0 .8.7 205.' 177,] 
U.\ 222 .• 181.2 )I.S 290.& 201.5 ... 224.9 186.0 JlI.2 211 .• 2011.Z 
1Il.7 197.7 Uf.5 • 234 .• • In 198.7 152.3 
~S_S 228.7 161.0 15.6 197.7 114.6 .... 20U 111.5 .. , 175 .• 167.5 
".0 240.6 1{7.6 87.0 213.8 186.0 
St.6 1SI.8 165.6 86.S 2<)6.0 186.5 27.1 165.7 lJ).6 
12.0 234.7 112 .• 
10.1 187.1 lSJ.J J7.3 \S6.' 158.9 • • • 71.6 • 198.6 
10.' 176.6 111.1 .... 191.6 186.9 • 225.t • 

201,1 254.5 
190.6 lilU • 153.6 

1i6.1 
211.1 
UO.9 
156.' 
In.} 
HI.S • 
177.8 
171 .• 
.... 7 
148.2 • 
1)9.2 • 
182.6 
156.1 
193.5 • 
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TABLE 8: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE COST OF 

IN SPECIFIED 

0.,. 

u.iktl &.kJ 

Alma,Ohio .....••••... ,_ ..... , 
Albany. N. Y ................... 

~=~.:~ .... ::::::::::::::: 
AtlantatG ... '.' .••••.......... 

Atlantic City. N. J .............. 

~;~r::~~:::::::~::: 
lH.fl,khem. Pa. ..........•••.•.. 
BingkamUlD. N. Y •............. 
Bitmiftlham, Ala., ....... , ...... 
Bo.toa, MiIIII .•• ' ••••••.•.••...• 
~.Conn. .............. 

Broclton. MaIL .•....•••.•••••• 

~i:·~J7::·::·~:·:::::::~: : 
i§j(I~f(:·:·::··::·:::: 
OeYeIiUlG.. Ohio ................ 
Columhu •• Ohio ...•••.... , ...•. 

g:~!;.~~:::::::::::::::::: 
DaYalport. I •.. 0 •••••• 0 •••••••• 

. . 
July. 

(NlItiooaIlnduauial 

NarE.-This table continues the figuzos for 1914-1927 
"The Cost of Living in the 

El_ ~ 
Gu - e..,. Goo -d;y d;y 

1<0 82 E ... ""'-Nnf: .............. U! 90 
£o""d ..... '1 .............. 130 100 

W 91 E ...... \N .................. 113 90 
120 100 ~~ ... ~::::,'.::::::::::::: lIS 81 
130 101 2SO .S 
ISO 114 
ISS 116 Evanl'Viik. Ind .••••••...••.••.• ,., 100 

,6' 88 
Fall River, Mus. •...... , ...•... 1<4 .. 
Fon: Wa~ Ind •.•.......•.•.•• 153 63 161 83 
r,:~~·T~:::::::::::::::: I2S 89 106 82 1511 ., 

113 90 
1 .. tOO GarY, Ind ••....•.•.•.....•••••• 100 .. 
130 101 Grand Rapid .. Mich. ............ 110 .0. .. 67 H=dl"Jc!.~:::::::. ::::::::~ liS .00 .. 85 13' 99 
1511 OS Haverhill. Man •...•.•.••••••.•• ,., 89 
.<5 7S 

U;:ke:,·:;.!::: :::: ::: :::::::: m 90 
146 61 I2S 7S ., 13 Houatoll, Ta ..••.... 0 ••••••• 0.0 90 • .« 80 HuntilletoD. W. Va.. 0 ••••••••••• I.' 111 
m 90 JlulillJUlpo!W* Ind ••••. , ........•• 173 87 
ill .. 
1<1 100 en .... ., ................. 117 100 

eney City, N. J •.. ...•......... '" 90 "S 90 ohnttown. P.a •••••••.. , ., •• , .•• 317 100 132 82 u City, Kan.. ••••........• • 100 128 6Z K.asuu City. Mo ................ 137 11 , .. 82 

250 so K:norn1le,. T alD ••••••••• , , •••••• '0' IlS 
.60 100 t=:M~~~.:-:::::::::::~::: 

m 100 
2SO 100 156 7S ... 67 ISO 77 
1« 78 LlDeoI.o.. NdJ ................... 100 56 

=8!i~.:::.:::::::::::::: fU n t=:lec:j:.?!~:::::::::::::::: ~ 19: 
~-~;uIIM~~~ •. '.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.::'.'.'.'.'.'.'. ',0028 h t.o. A~~t. Cal................ 135 91 ueuw... JOL . . 10 Louitvil!C"J t\.y.. . . .............. 100 100 
Duluth. MinD.. • • • .... ...... . . . 100 15 Lowd1. M ......... ,_ ...... 0 • .. 95 81 

·1"hae nguta an h:qed on the ('Oft of 2.<XIl cubic:: feet of cu and 20 kilowatt bog,. of electricity. 
takinc mIG .acx:ouat aull charaet and GUOIHlJ$. 

Fuel and Light 
The combined index of fud and light stood at the end of 

the year at the same point as at the beginning, 63% over the 
levd of July, 1914 prices. The levd sagged, however, in the 
summer months with the seasonal drop in the prices of coal 
for domestic use. 

This index is a combined one, putting together in the pro­
portion of 2 to 1 an index for fud and one for lighting. The 
component parts have very different relations to the price 
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GAS AND ELECTRICITY FOR DOMESTIC USE, 

CITIES, IN JUNE, 1925" 
1914-100 
ConWu« Board) 

given in • oorresporuiing table (No. 11) on page 121 in 
United States, 1914-1927.U 

E .... 
a .. Gu <rio- a.. 

"" ~o~G:.:·.·.·.·.·.:::::::::::::: 160 so SllCTamm~ c .................. m 100 Saginaw. icb ••••••••••••••••.• 
MlIrKhnt'T, N. H •..... " .... , .. 128 .. St. eepbMMo ••••••.•..•••.•..• 
Memplri., eno •.•••.....••..... 120 SO St. Uti. 0. .................. 
Mil_Itee-, Wit: ••• , •• , •••••••••• 113 17 81. Paul. Min ................... 

MUlnelpolis, Minn. ••••••• , •• , .• I1S III Salt Ld:e Ci~ Utah ............ 
Mobt~Al ••.••..••.....••..... 176 129 ~:i?~~:: .. , .. :::::::::: 
Nuh 'Ielolcna ................. 118 .1 San FhD~ Cal ••••••••• , ••.. N_"'. J ................... !l3 90 Savannah. Ga ••••••••.. , •• ,., .. New Bcdfo • M ............... ISO ., 

.~{..N.Y .............. 
New Britain. Conll •••••••••••.• , ISO as S<;hnt!O~ .................... 
Non!' HaYIID, Cc,nn •••••••••••.• , m 15 SHni'Z:i a.h. .................. 
N~ OrleaD~ La .••••.•.• , .••.•. 110 .. Sioux ·'Y.l •....••...•.••••.•. 
NewVork •. Y ................ 1« 7f SomertiIIe. Maa ••••.....•••.... 
Niapra Falla, N. Y ..... " ...... 97 90 South Ben~ lad ................ 

Spokane, w ................. 
Norfolk

J 
V ••••••••....•••••... , 135 ". Sprincfi~fd. 111. .•••.•••.••••.•.• 

O&klan • Cal .................. 10< 100 Spri",fidd. M .................. 
Otbhom. City, Okl ............ , 2<0 SO Sprincfield. Obiv-•••••••.•••.•... 

~=!: ~~~::::::::::::::::::: 91 5l ~hCUR.N. y ................. m 90 'acoma, Wub ••• , •.•........... 

Paf!ertlOD. N. J .................. 133 90 
TampiiF1a •....•••.•..••••...• 
T elft aute,lnd .............. , • 

P_tuo;br. R.t ....... , . , ....... 138 100 Toledo, Ohio ••••••... , ..••.. , .. 
Peoria, IU., .••.•• , •.. , ... , ... ,' 120 75 
Philaddphi-p. Fa .•..•..•.•....•• 100 .7 f=~:~~j:·:·:·:·::::::::::::::: Pitc.burah.. .......... , ....... 2'8 SO 

~:~~:~::::::::::::::::::: ISO 100 'E::~~~:: ..... : :::::: ::::::::: 
131 H' Porumouth. v •.......... , ...... 1!0 .. W uitingtOn. D. Co •••••••••••.• , 

Provid~n~. R. I ................ It1 90 WaurbuI'}'WCOno ............... 
ltaciat. W'lI. ••••••..••••••••• , . 125 &< Wheelinak . Va •••• , ........... 

Withitaa all •••••••• , ••••••••• 

llttdiftJ, PI .. " .....•...•.•.•.• US 19 Wilke.- UR" P ................. 
Rkhmood",V .......... , ........ ... .. ~!:e.~~::::::::::::::: Roanoke, ••.•...•••. , .....•.• 125 100 
Rochco.~r. N. Y ......... , .... , . lOS • 00 Yonken, N. Y .................. 
Radford. IU .••• .......... 1<7 ., Younptown. Ohio, •.•...... , .•. 

\;NoftpOlt. 

E!... 
au <ric-

"" 121 107 ". .. ,., 70 
US 67 
106 90 

181 90 
SO 57 

120 99 
III 100 
n6 111 
as U1 

161 III 
200 .. 
t25 18 
147 85 

122 80 
146 .. 
125 ., 
159 SO 
200 100 

"' .. , .. 90 
121 9l 
129 78 
100 100 
1<7 1< 
III 90 
125 .. 
m 80 
124 as 
118 .. I'. as 
200 liS • 68 
US 100 
Il7 90 
1'7 18 
1<0 as 
281 .. 

level of July, 1914. Some consideration should be given to 
these separate parts of the group index, the indexes for which 
are shown in Table 6. 

The index for coal is itself a composite of indexes for an­
thracite and bituminous coal. Table 7, which shows the rela­
tive prices of various types and grades of coal compared with 
July, 1914, shows clearly that anthracite prices are at a 
higher level than bituminous prices. Anthracite is more or 
less of a luxury article whose production is well regulated. 



22 TIlE COST OF LIVING IN UNITED STATES IN 1928 

Bituminous coal mining is not in so favorable an economic 
position. Over-production, actual and potentia!, tends to 
keep prices at lower levels. Thus even within the small range 
of variation noted in Table 7, anthracite at the end of the 
year was at a slightly higher level than when the year began, 
while bituminous coal was at a slightly lower level at the end 
than at the beginning of the year. The combined coal index 
stood at a level considerably higher than the general cost of 
living. Moreover, all the seasonal summer slump in the 
combined index to which attention has been called occurred 
in coal. 

By contrast, the lighting element in the total stood at a 
point representing an advance of less than one-fourth and 
only a little more than one-fifth over the July, 1914 level. 
Here again there is a composite of two elements which have 
markedly different relations to the price level of July, 1914. 
Gas has indeed advanced in price, though not so much as any 
element in the cost of living thus far considered, but elec­
tricity costs less today than it did before the war. This is 
made dear in Table 8, which shows the costs in June, 1928 
relative to 1914, of gas and electricity (or the quantities con­
sumed by wage earners' families in 1914. In comparatively 
few of the 144 cities enumerated is the price of gas lower than 
in 1914, but in only fourteen of them has the cost of elec­
tricity risen, while in some it has been cut in half. 

Changes in rates for gas and electricity are not made fre­
quently, since all changes must be approved by regulatory 
commissions. For this reason data in regard to gas and elec­
tricity are collected only twice a year, and the index accord­
ingly remains stationary for six months at a time. 

Sundri~s 

Afterfood, the group of expenditures classed as" Sundries" 
occupies the largest place in the wage earner's budget. It is 
a group made up of numerous small items, the price changes 
of which are sometimes difficult to discover. This is par­
ticularly true of the items which represent services rather 
than commodities. The manner in which the several items 
are handled in the computation of the index for the group is 
fully explained in the volume "The Cost of Living in the 
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United States, 1914-1927." It is enough here to present 
the figures for 1928, which are shown in Table 9. 

TABLE 9: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE AVERAGE COST OF 

ITEMIZED SUNDRIES, MONTHLY, FROM JANUARY 

TO DECEMBER, 1928 
July, 1914 - 100 

(National IndUflriaI eonFenncc Board) 
NOTE.-This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 ~v.n in a corresPO~ 

table (No 18) on pag.126 in "Th. Cost of Living in the Un,ted St .... 1914-1927' • 
1< ... J~. Feh. M.r. Apr. May J- July Au •. So ... Da. N ... o.c. 

Carfare .... . 147 148 148 148 147 148 149 149 149 150 150 151 
Medksl care 

Doctora' 
fees ... . 200 200 200 200 200 200 200 ·200 200 200 200 200 

Drugs ... . 169 169 169 169 169 169 169 169 169 168 168 168 
Re&din~ ..•. 181 181 176 176 176 176 176 176 176 174 174 174 
Recreation . . 209 209 209 209 209 209 209 209 209 209 209 209 
Insurance .. . 168 161 166 165 165 166 165 165 165 167 167 167 
Household 

furnillhings 
Chureh and. 

182 182 183 183 182 183 183 182 182 182 181 181 

charity, . . 168 167 166 165 165 166 165 165 165 167 167 167 
Duea ...•••. 143 143 143 143 143 143 143 143 143 143 143 143 
Tobacco ... . 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 135 
C.ndy ....•. 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 170 

All items .••. In In 171 171 17l 171 171 171 171 171 171 171 

The general index for the group changed hardly at all dur­
ingtheyear. This stability is ascribable to a variety of causes, 
chief among which is the fact that in this group one is dealing 
with certain items which are standardized in price, and cer­
tain other items for which a comparatively standard price 
or cost must be assumed. No one of these items occupies a 
very large place in the workers' budgets and any errors which 
might arise from the assumption of uniform cost or from 
the ascertainment of actual costs at comparatively long 
intervals would be slight. Among the items subject to a 
monthly ascertainment of price, such as drugs, house furnish­
ings, tobacco and candy, price ftuctuations during 1928 were 
of slight importance. On the other hand, street car fares 
moved a little upward in the course of the year. 

A comparison of the price levels in this field with the 
general average is of interest. 

Physicians' charges and recreation are the items which 
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have risen to the highest point, while tobacco has changed 
least with reference to the 1914 level. . 

Detailed figures in this group of expenditures 'can be pre­
sented only for carfares. Table 10 shows actual rates of fare 
in June and December, 1928 compared with July, 1914, and 
the corresponding index numbers. 

{T.", «mlinued on poge J1) 

TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CAllFAllE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AND DECEMBEll, 1928 
July, 1914 = 100 

(Natiou1 Indllftrial Ccnrl'eremce Soard) 
NOTB.-This table continues the figures for 191~1927 given in a corresponding 

table (No~ 19) on page 128 jn uThe Coat of Living in the United States,- 1914-1927:' 
Rate of Fare InduNoa. 

Locality 
July, 191' June. 1928 Dec., 19211 June. 1928 0ec .• 19Z8 

UniUdSIAl<S 118 lSI 

Akron, Ohio .. ............ $0.042 $0.059 $0.059 140 140 
Alameda

N 
Cal •.......•... .050 .070 .070 140 140 

Albany, • Y •............ .050 .077 .077 154 154 
Allentown, Pa .. .......... .050 .075 .075 150 150 
Altoona, Pa .. . , ..... , .... .040 .070 .070 175 175 

Amsterdam .. N. Y .. ...... .042 .083 .083 198 198 
Anderson, Ind .. ......... .042 .OSO .OSO 119 119 
Asheville .. N. C ... .... '" .. .042 .058 .058 138 138 
Atlanta, Gah ............ .050 .075 .075 ISO ISO 
Atlantic City, N. ] •........ .050 .070 .070 140 140 

Aubum,N. Y ••••........ .. . . 
Augusta

j 
Go. ............ • 050 .070 .070 140 140 

AUI'Ol'a, lL ............... .042 .071 .071 169 169 
Austin, Tex .............. .045 .063 .063 140 140 
Baltimore, Md •.... , ..... .050 .083 .083 166 176 

Bangor. Me. .............. .050 .100 .100 200 200 
Battle Creek, Mich. ....... .042 .083 .083 198 198 
Bayonne, N. J .. ..... , .... .050 .050 .OSO 100 100 
Beaumont, Tex .... ........ .050 .060 .060 120 120 
Bellingham, Waah. ••...... .042 .063 .063 ISO 150 

Berkeley, Cal .••.......... .oSO .070 .070 140 140 
Bethlehem, Pa. . .... , ..... .050 .075 .075 ISO 150 
Binghamton, N. Y •... ' .... .050 .075 .075 150 ISO 
Birmingham, Ala ••........ .050 .060 .060 120 120 
Bloomington, 111. .......... .042 .075 .083 179 198 

Boston, Mass •. .... , ...... .050 .100 .100 200 200 
Bridgepor'M CoDD ••.....•. .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Brockton,. ASS .. •. , ...• , . .050 J)67 .077 134 154 
BrookI~M .............. .050 .100 .100 200 200 
Buffalo, • Y.. . . . . . ...... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CARFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AND 

DECEMBER,I928-(Conrinued) 
July, 1914 = 100 

(Na1ioaal lndumial Omf~ Board) 

NCTB.-This table continues the figwa. for 1914-1927 given in a c:orresponding 
table (No. 19) on page 128 in "The Cos, of living in the Unil2d S"' .... 1914-1927." 

Itue of F_ Jnda:Noa. 
r-.Iioy 

July. 1914 JIUle, 1928 Dee.,l9l8 1--.1928 -.'928 
Butte, Mont. . ............ $O.OSO $0.063 $0.063 126 126 
Cambri~ Mus. ......... .OSO .100 .100 200 200 
Camden, • J ............. .OSO .050 .OSO 100 100 
Cantoil. Ohio ............. .tl42 .o5a .058 138 138 
Cedar opiela, 1 ........... .OSO .083 .083 166 166 

Charles_. S. C .......... .OSO .063 .063 126 126 
ChulestonNW. V .......... .042 .060 .060 143 143 
Charlo,... • C .......... .046 .063 .063 137 137 
Chattanooga., Tenn .. ...... .040 .070 .070 175 175 
Chelaea, Mus ............. .OSO .071 .071 142 142 

Chester, Pa. . ............. .OSO .075 .075 ISO ISO 
Chica1!". In ............. .OSO .075 .085 ISO 170 
Chic:o~ Mau •......... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Ci~I~ ... : ......... .OSO .100 .100 200 200 
CUlC:mR&u, OhIO • ......... .050 .083 .083 166 166 

Clarbblllll. W. V ....... .. .045 .063 .063 140 140 
Clevdan!!i. Ohio ........... .030 .063 .063 210 210 
Clif_ •• J .............. .OSO .OSO .OSO 100 100 
Colorado Srngs, Col •..... .OSO .067 .067 134 134 
Columbia, C ........... .. .. .. . . .. 
Columbus, Ga. . .......... .OSO .067 .067 134 134 
Columbus, Ohio ....... .' .. .031 .OSO .OSO 161 161 
C ..... cil B uJfs, la. ... .... .050 .067 .067 134 134 
COving:'ltr··.. .. .... .OSO .OSO .OSO 100 100 
Cramton, .... .... .050 .070 .070 140 140 

Cumberland. Md .. . . ..... .OSO .060 .060 120 120 
DaIl:iu T ......... ....... .046 .060 .060 130 130 
Danvi e. Ill .. ..... ....... .046 .060 .083 130 ISO 
Davenportr.t,a. ... .... ... '. .OSO .oB3 .083 166 166 
DaytonJO ..... -.. - .. .042 .OSO .oSO 119 119 

Dec.tur. Ill ..... ...... .042 .056 .083 133 198 
()en~t.CAll .•... ......... .OSO .075 .075 ISO ISO 
Des Moines, IL. ..... -... .042 .100 .100 238 23B 
Detroit, Mid>. .. ... ..... . .042 .056 .056 133 133 
Dubuque, la •..... ........ .025 .063 .063 252 252 

Duluth, Minn .. .......... .OSO .070 .070 140 140 
E .. t Chicago. Ind.. . ..... .042 .071 .071 '69 169 
EDt Cleveland, Ohio . .. .. .030 .063 .063 210 210 

Eu~'''T .OSO .070 .070 140 140 
F.as. N ........ .OSO .OSO .OSO 100 100 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CARFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE ·A1f.D 

DECEMBER, 1928-( Continued} 
July, 1914 = 100 

(Nadoaal Induatrial Coafereru:e Board) 

NOTE.-This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding 
table (No. 19) on page 128 in "TheCcstofLiving in the United States, 1914-1927" 

R.teofF~ Indez Not. 
Locality 

July. 191. }une,.1928 1ke .• 192&: J....,19>8 Dec.. 1928 

East St. Louis, llI. ........ $0.050 $0.050 $O.OSO 160 160 
EI~~IIL ................ .036 .071 .071 197 197 
Eliza eth, N. J ............ .050 .050 .050 100 100 
Elkhart, Ind. ............. .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Elmira, N. Y .............. .050 .070 .070 140 140 

EI Paso, Tex. ............. .050 .060 .060 120 120 
Eric,Pa .................. .050 .0l!3 .0l!3 166 166 
Evanston, Ill ... ........... .050 .055 .055 110 110 
Ev ... vill:t Ind ............ .0<2 .063 .063 ISO 150 
Everett, ass ............ .050 .063 .063 126 126 

Everett, Washh .......... .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Fall River, Mass. ... ....... .050 .056 .063 112 126 
Fitchburg, Mass . ....... , . .050 .100 .100 200 200 
Flint, Mich. .............. .050 .059 .059 118 118 
For. Smith, Ark ........... .050 ,075 .075 150 150 

Fort Wayne, Ind .......... .0<2 .063 .063 150 150 
Fort Worth, Tex .. ........ .046 .083 .0l!3 ISO ISO 
Fresno, Cal .. ............. .050 .067 .067 134 134 
Galveston, Tex .. .......... .050 .075 .075 150 150 
Gary, Ind ................ .0<2 .071 .071 169 169 

Grand Rap~ Mich ....... .050 .083 .0l!3 166 166 
Green Bay, is. . ......... .042 .063 .083 150 198 
HagerstoW(j Md ........... .050 ,060 .060 120 120 
Hamilton, hio ........... .042 .050 .050 119 119 
Hammond, Ind .. ......... .042 .071 .071 169 169 

Hamtramck'p Mich ......... .042 .056 .056 133 133 
Harrisb~ a ............ .050 .060 .070 120 140 
Hartford, onn ... ......... .050 ,083 .083 166 166 
Haverhi~ Mass .. ......... .050 .091 .100 182 200 
Hazelton, Pa .. .. _ . , ....... .0<5 .065 .065 144 144 

Highland Park, Mi<:h ....... .0<2 .056 .056 133 133 
Hobnkcn, N. J ............ .050 .050 .050 100 100 
Holyoke) Mass" .......... .050 .075 .075 150 150 
HollStonJ Tex .. ........... .050 ,075 .075 150 150 
Huntington, W. Va .. ...... .050 .060 .060 120 120 

Indi.n,poI~ Ind .......... .042 .063 .063 150 150 
lrvington

M 
. J ............ .050 .050 .050 100 100 

Jackson, ich ..... ........ .042 .0l!3 .083 198 198 
Jacksonville, Fla.. , , , ..... , .050 .070 .070 140 140 
ameatown, N. Y .......... .046 .075 .075 163 163 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CARFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AND 

DECEMBER, 1928-( Continu~tl) 
July. 1914 = 100 

(Nadonallndutttial CocfereDce Board) 
NOTE.-This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a correspondio§ 

table (No. 19) on page 128 in "The Cost of Living in the United States. 1914-1927.' 

R.teofF.~ Index NOlI. 
Locality 

July, 1914, JUDe, 1928 Dec •• 1928 June,I92S "-1m 
J"""'Y City. N. J •......... $0.050 $0.050 $0.050 100 100 
ohnstown, Pa. . .......... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
oliet, Ill ................. .050 .100 .100 200 200 
oplin, Mo ... ....... , ..... .050 .075 .075 150 150 

Kalamazoo, Mich. •........ .042 .083 .083 198 198 

KaMRI City, Kan. .. , ... ,. .050 .067 .067 134 134 
Kansas Ci.Jl., Me. . ....... , .050 .067 .067 134 134 
Kearney, .Jh ........... .050 .050 .050 100 100 
Kenosha, Wis .. ..... , ... , . .050 .058 .058 116 116 
Kingston) N. Y ...... ...... .050 .080 .080 160 160 

KnoxviUe, Tenn ••••...•.. .050 .060 .060 120 120 
Kokomo, Ind .. ..... , .... .042 .050 .050 119 119 
La Crosse, Wi$. . ......... .050 .D63 .063 126 126 
Lakewood. Ohio ..•...•.... .030 .030 .030 100 100 
Lant:llSter, Pa .. ........... .050 .063 .063 126 126 

Lansing, Mich .... ......... .050 .071 .071 142 142 
Lawrence, Mass ... ........ .050 .D67 .071 134 142 
LawUton, Me ............. .046 .100 .100 217 217 
Lexington, Ky ... ......... .042 .075 .075 179 179 
Lim •• Ohio ............... .042 .063 .063 150 150 

Lincoln, Neb. ............. .042 .075 .075 179 179 
Little Ratk. Ark ........... .050 .060 .060 120 120 
Long Beath, CaL .......... .050 .050 .050 100 100 
Loriain, OhIO ............. .042 .050 .070 119 167 
Los Angeles. CaL ••.•••.•.. .050 .050 .063 100 126 

Louisville, Ky ... .... , ..... .050 .070 .070 140 140 
LoweU.M ................. .050 .071 .on 142 154 
Lyru:hburg. Va. ........•.. .042 .050 .063 119 150 
kr.::;.M ................. .050 .059 .063 118 126 

aeon, Ga. ... ........... .050 .075 .075 150 150 

Mad~ .............. .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Malden, ass .. .. , ........ .050 .063 .063 126 126 
M.ru:h ..... 

6 
N. H •..••.•.. .050 .075 .075 150 150 

M ..... fi.ld. hio .•....•.... .050 .080 .080 160 160 
Marion, Ohio . •........... .050 .oso .050 100 100 

M<K~,.P •........... .030 .D63 .063 210 210 
Medfo ) Mass... , ......... .050 .063 .D63 126 126 
Memxh~ Tenn.. . ......... .045 .070 .070 156 156 
Meri .njq<lon •••.•...••.•• .050 .os3 .083 166 166 
~tiami. .. .... .. , ....... .050 .050 .050 100 100 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CAIlFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AI!D 

DECEMBER, 1928-( Conlinuetl) 
July, 1914 = 100 

(Naticmal IndlUtri.1 Coafermce Bomi) 

NOTE.-Thil table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a correspond~ 
table (No 19) OD page 128 in "The Cost ofLivlng in the United Stages 1914-1927 . , 

Rare oi Fare Index No •. 
Locality 

July, 1914 June.l!rn' Dec .. 1928 JUBe.1928 Dec., 1928 

Mjlw.uk~ Wis •. ......... $0.042 $0.063 $0.063 150 ISO 
Minneapolis, Minn .. .... , . .050 .06/ .067 134 134 
Mobile, Ala. .............. .050 .075 .075 ISO ISO 
Moline, IlL ............... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Montclair, N. J ..... ....... .050 .oso .oSO 100 100 

Montgomery, Ala. ... , ..... .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Mount Vernon, N. Y ....... .050 .OSO .050 100 100 
Muncie, Ind ... ........... .042 .oSO .050 119 119 
Musk.*n, Ind .. .......... .040 .075 .075 188 188 
M~ee,Okla •.......... .050 .075 .075 ISO 150 

Nashua, N. H ............. .050 .070 .070 140 140 
Nash~~ilenD •.......... .050 .070 .070 140 140 
Newark, .J ... ......... .050 .050 .OSO 100 100 
Newark, Oluo .... ......... .042 .060 .060 143 143 
New Bedford, Mass. ....... .048 .063 .063 131 13/ 

New Britain, Conn. ....... .OSO .083 .083 166 166 
New Brunswick, N. J .. .... .OSO .OSO .050 100 100 
Newburgh, N. Y •......... .. 

126 New Castle, P&., .......... .oso .063 .063 126 
New Haven, Conn .. ....... .oso .083 .083 166 166 

New London, Conn. ....... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
New Orleans, La. ......... .050 .070 .070 140 140 
Newport, Ky .............. .050 .050 .OSO 100 100 
Newport, R. I ............. . . 
Newport News, Va ........ .050 .050 .OSO 100 100 

New Rochelle, N. Y •....... .050 .OSO .OSO 100 100 
Newton~ Mass ..... ........ .OSO .063 .063 126 126 
New YorktN. Y ...... ... ,. .050 .OSO .OSO 100 100 
Niagara FaUs, N. Y .. . , , ... .050 .050- .050 100 100 
Notfolk, V ................ .050 .088 .088 176 176 

Norristown, Pa .. ........ , . .OSO .085 .085 170 170 
Nonralk, Conn •........... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Norwic~ Conn., . , ,. '.' .. , . .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Oakland!, CaL ............. .050 .070 .070 140 140 
OakPar ,lD .............. .050 .100 .100 200 200 

Ogden, Utah .............. .050 .067 .067 134 134 
Oklahoma City, Okla .. ..... .050 .075 .075 150 ISO 
Omah.,Neb. ............. .050 .067 .067 134 134 
O~N~ .............. .OSO .oSO .OSO 100 100 
Oshkos 11 •• ..... , ••••• .031 .070 .070 226 226 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CARFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AND 

DECEMBER, 1928-(Continu~d) 
July. 1914 = 100 

(N.tionllndutrial CoufenIK'C Board) 
NOTI!.-This ",bl. continues the figw<S for 191~1927 given in • c:orrespcndmg 

",ble (No. 19) on page 128 in "The CostofLivingin the Unit<dSta .... 191~1927.'· 

Itate ofF~ laW. Nos. 
~ 

JuI,. 19~4 Ju~ 1928 Dee •• 1928 JWl\!e,o 1928 Dec..~ 1928 

Pasadena. CaL ..••....••.. $O.OSO $0.063 $0.063 126 126 
Pusaic,NJ. ........ ...... .OSO .050 .050 100 100 
Paterson, . J •............ .OSO .050 .OSO 100 100 
Pawtucket, R. I •. ......... .oSO .070 .070 140 140 
Pcuacola, Fl .............. .648 .075 .075 156 156 

Peoria, ID. ................ .042 ,083 .083 198 198 
Perth Am~ N. J ........ .OSO .050 .050 100 100 
Petersburg} L . •......... .OSO .063 .063 126 126 
Philadclplua, Pa ........... .OSO .075 .075 ISO ISO 
Phoenix, Ariz. ............ .048 .oSO .050 104 104 

Pitts~ ••........... .OSO .083 .()83 166 166 
Pitt>6eld, ass ............ .050 .060 .060 120 120 
Pl&inficJdll' J ............ .050 .OSO .OSO 100 100 
Ponriac, iell .. ........... .050 .059 .059 118 118 
Port Huron, Mich.. . .....•. .050 .059 .059 118 liS 

Portland, Me ..... ......... .050 JJ80 .100 1OO 200 
Pordand.cn.. •.....•..... .045 JJ75 .075 167 167 
Portsmouth, Ohio .•.••...• .038 JJ67 .067 186 186 
Portamou.thr Va.. . ......... .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Poushk«poie, N. Y ........ .OSO ,083 .083 166 166 

Providen& R. L .......... .OSO .070 .070 140 140 
Pueblo, ....... " ..... .046 JJ67 .067 146 146 
QuiDCYJ 10 ................ .042 .063 .063 ISO ISO 
Quincy, Mass .. ......... , , .050 .071 .083 142 166 
Racine, Wi&. ... , .......... .050 .os8 .058 116 116 

ReadiosMPa.· ............. .050 JJ70 .070 140 140 
Revere, ass .. ........... .050 .071 .071 142 142 
Riclunond. lnd ............ .042 .oSO .OSO 119 119 
Riclunond, Va ....... " .... .042 JJ70 .070 167 167 
RD&IIOkc, Va." ........... .040 .050 .063 125 158 

Roch ....... N. Y ........... .OSO ,083 .083 166 166 
Rockford,ID. ...........•• .OSO .063 .063 126 126 
Rock Island. 1D. ...• " .... .OSO ,083 .083 166 166 
Rome, N. Y." .......... " .OSO .083 .083 166 166 
Sacramento, Cal ........... .050 .oSO .063 100 126 

Saginaw, Mich., .......... .042 JJ83 ,083 198 198 
St. t:phMMo.. .. .. . . ... .042 .067 .067 1OO 160 
St. ~o. ........ "" .050 .080 .080 1OO 1OO 
5t.Paul, 'nn •. , ••• , ...• , .OSO .067 .067 134 134 
~, ~A$L •••• , •. , ..... .OSO .067 .071 134 142 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CARFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AND 

DECEMBER,I928-(Continued) • 
July, 1914 = 100 

(Nationaf ladutrial Conferc:ace Board) 
NOT&"-This table continues the figures for 19]4-1927 given in a corresponding 

table (No 19) on page 128 in "The Coot of Living in the United Stat.. 1914-1927" , 
RauofFue [a_Not. 

Locality 
Ju.Iy,1914- lu~1928 Dec., 1928 J_I928 Dec.,I928 

Salt Lake City, Utah ...... $0.050 $0.077 $0.077 154 154 
San Anto~ Tex.. , ..... , . .050 .os3 .083 166 166 
San Diego, al. ........... .050 .050 .050 100 100 
San FrancISCO, CaL ....••.. .050 .050 .050 100 100 
SanJo ... Cal. ............ .050 .063 .063 126 126 

Savannah, Ga ............. .048 .083 .083 173 173 
Scheoectady, N. Y ......... .050 .070 .083 140 166 
Scranto~ Pa •.•........... .050 .075 .075 ISO 150 
Sesttle, Wash ............. .050 .083 .083 166 166 
S~boygan, Wis. .......... .042 .070 .070 167 167 

Shreve&,rt. La ............ .050 .070 .075 140 ISO 
Sioux ~Ia •............ .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Sioux F , S. Dh ......... .050 ,067 .067 134 134 
Somerville, Mass. ......... .050 .100 .100 200 200 
Sooth Bend, Ind. .......... .050 .063 .063 126 126 

Spokane, Wash. ........... .045 .070 .070 156 156 
Spring6e1d, Ill ............. .042 ,063 .083 150 198 
Spring6eld, M ............. .0lO .083 .083 166 166 
Springfield, Mo. ........... .042 .063 .063 150 ISO 
Spring6e1d, Ohio .......... .040 .063 .063 158 158 

Stamford~ Conn ........... .050 .os3 .083 166 166 
SteubenvlOe, Ohio ...•••... .042 .oSO .050 119 119 
Stockton, Cal. ............ .050 .060 .063 120 126 
Superior, Wis •.•. , ..•.•..• .042 .070 .070 167 167 
Syracuse, N. Y ............ .050 .075 .075 ISO ISO 

Tacoma, Wash ............ .050 .oSO .050 100 100 
Tampa, Fla. .............. .050 .OSO .050 100 100 
Taunton, Mass ............ .050 .on .083 154 166 
Terre Haute, Ind •......... .042 .oSO .050 119 119 
Toledo, Ohio ............. .042 .083 .083 198 198 

Topeka, Kan ............. .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Trento;r.N.J ............. .050 .oso .080 160 160 
Troy, . Y •.. , ......... , . .050 .077 .077 154 154 
Tulsa, Okl ................ .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Utica, N. Y .............. .050 .075 .075 ISO ISO 

Waco, Tex. ...••.•........ .050 .063 .063 126 126 
Waltham

6
M .............. .060 .100 .100 167 167 

Warren, hio, •••••.•..... .050 .083 .083 166 166 
Washington, D. c. ........ .042 ,067 .067 160 160 
Waterbury, Conn. ...••.. , . .050 .083 .083 166 166 
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TABLE 10: RATES AND INDEX NUMBERS OF CARFARE IN 

SPECIFIED CITIES, JULY, 1914, JUNE AND 

DECEMBER,1928-(Cominued) 
July, 1914 = 100 

(National lmiUltrial Comerem:e Board) 
NOTB.-This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a corresponding 

table (No. 19) on page 128 in "The CcotofLiving in the United States, 1914-1927 .. 

R..~ofFant IndexN •. 
Localiqr 

July, 1914 Juce..1928 ~ •• 1928 June. 1928 Dcc.,l928 

Waterloo, la .. . , .......... .042 .W5 .075 179 179 
Wa.tertown. N. Y., ........ .040 .W1 .071 178 178 
West Hoboke~. J ....... .050 .oSO .OSO 100 100 
West New Yo N. J •••... .050 .oSO .OSO 100 100 
Wheeling, W. Va. •..•••... .042 .oSO .OSO 119 119 

Wichita, Kan .. ..... , ..... .042 .056 .056 133 133 
W:te:hita Falls, Tex.. .. ...... .OSO .oss .055 110 110 
V.t;)kes..Barre, PIt. .. ....... .050 .075 .075 150 ISO 
Williamsport, Pa. . ...... , . .042 .075 .()75 179 179 
Wtlmington, Del. ... ....... .050 .075 .075 150 ISO 

Wilmingtonl.N. C •..•..... .042 .o7S .075 179 179 
Wmston-Sa m, N. C .. ... , . • 046 .063 .063 137 . 137 
Woonsocket, R. I •...•..... .050 .070 .070 140 140 
Worcester, Mass. . .... : .... .050 .100 .100 200 200 
Youlte .... N. Y •. "' ........ .OSO .OSO .oSO 100 100 

YOtk, P .................. .042 .063 .063 150 ISO 
Y oungs~own, Ohio .. ....... .040 .083 .083 208 208 
Zanesville, Ohio ... ....... .OSO .063 .063 126 126 

Tile Purchasing Yalue of tile Dollar 
As prices rise, the dollar becomes less useful; it will serve 

to acquire a smaller quantity of goods, its purchasing value 
diminishes; as prices go down, the contrary results ensue, the 
dollar purchases larger quantities of goods, its purchasing 
value increases. 

The purchasing value of the dollar, in other words, varies 
inversely with prices. From the standpoint of household 
consumption the purchasing value of the dollar varies in­
versely with the cost of living. In recent years the purchas­
ing value of the dollar so conceived has been somewhat less 
than two-thirds what it was in 1914. Table 11 shows the 
purchasing value of the dollar in terms of the cost of living 
during 1928. 
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TABLE 11: PURCHASING VALUE OF A DOLLAR BASED ON 
CHANGES IN THE COST OF LIVING, MONTHL¥, FROM 

JANUARY TO DECEMBER, 1928 
(Narlo!W Indtmrlal Confereac:e Bolrd) 

NOTE.-This table continues the figures for 1914-1927 given in a COSTaIponding 
table (No. 20) on page 139 in "The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-1927:' 

Value of 
Date DoDu 

c..u 

~
UIy,1914 ............................................. 100.0 
anuary, 1928. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 61.3 
ebtuary, 1928............. .............. ............ .. 61.9 

March, 1928 ............................................ 62.1 
April, 1928 .............................................. 62.2 
May, 1928. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 61.9 
June, 1928. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 62.2 
July, 1928..................... ......................... 62.1 
August, 1928.. .................................. ....... 62.0 
September, 1928. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 61.2 
October, 1928..... .................................... 61.4 
November, 1928 ... .......... ,....... ............. ...... 61~5 
December, 1928.... . •.................................. 61.7 

Scop~ oj I n'luiry 
The indexes here published rest upon figures collected in 

cities throughout the country. The food prices are those col­
lected by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics for 
43 articles in 51 cities throughout the United States. For 
other items, rent, fuel and clothing, the number of cities 
reporting and the number of reports received directly by the 
National Industrial Conference Board at each inquiry from 
March, 1920 to December, 1928 are shown in Table 12. 

I t will.he noted that the coverage since 1921 has been 
maintained at about the same level throughout. Until 
November, 1925, figures were collected on a comprehensive 
basis three times a year, while since that time the monthly 
study of the cost of living has been upon this basis. With 
this change no alteratiqn was introduced into the methods of 
compilation which would prevent the newer monthly figures 
from being strictly comparable with the earlier tables. 

Retrospect 
For a full consideration of the changes whiclI have taken 

place in the cost of living since 1914, the reader is referred to 
the volume "The Cost of Living in the United States, 1914-
1927," The present survey is limited to the figures for 1928, 



TABLE 12: NUMBER OF REPORTS AND NUMBER OF CITIES 

REPORTING FOR CERTAIN hEMS SINCE MARCH, 1920 

D". 
Bou,ina Fu<l Clothinl 

Ro,"", Citie$ ..... ~ Citiea Rep_ Cine. --1920 
March ................... 355 156 121 44 208 72 
~IY ..................... 359 158 115 43 203 75 

ovcmhcr •........•• , ... . 461 167 151 56 166 67 
1921 

March ................... 479 165 166 61 200 74 

~~!~~;:::: :::::::: ::: 467 167 173 62 191 78 
490 164 179 65 1% 77 

1922 
March ................... 476 165 179 62 lS9 70 
~uly .................... 481 168 165 59 186 75 

ovember ................ 471 164 164 60 186 74 
1923 

Mardl. .................. 470 164 171 63 198 87 

~~~~~::::::::::::::: : 448 161 171 61 183 78 
613 181 170 60 170 80 

1924 
March ................... 574 178 168 63 194 80 
~uly ..................... 568 178 169 63 176 78 

ovember .. , ........... . 572 177 169 65 172 78 
1925 

March ................... 566 180 165 64 209 93 
~ulY ..................... 558 179 158 62 203 94 

OVentber ••• ,.', .• , ••..• , , 549 178 127 53 187 91 
1926 

March ................... 486 179 144 61 172 82 
~uly ..................... 493 179 163 61 170 81 

ovember .... , ..... , .... , 503 179 164 64 167 85 
1927 
~nnuary .•... , ... '., ...... 507 177 165 63 159 79 

ebruary . ... , .. , ......... 500 175 160 63 161 79 
March ................... 499 177 167 64 163 81 

~~::::". :::::: :::::::: 502 177 164 64 164 84 
509 179 164 63 165 79 

June ..................... 498 76 152 63 159 83 
July ...... ." ............ 490 178 166 62 1'4 79 
Auguat .................. 499 175 163 61 153 79 
September ................ 506 176 163 64 159 79 
October •.•. : ............. 501 176 162 63 157 82 
November . ... , ........... 504 176 166 63 149 79 
December ................ 501 178 

1928 
164 63 155 79 

!anuary .... , ............ . 491 177 165 63 152 80 
ebruary .. ...... , ...•.... 500 179 165 64 152 80 

March ................... 504 179 161 62 155 80 
Atri!. ................... 505 178 162 64 156 81 
h.y .................... 492 178 161 63 ISO 80 
June ..................... SOS 177 162 63 128 72 
July ..................... 494 175 158 62 115 70 
August ....... , ........ ... 498 177 173 61 123 71 
September ................ 493 176 169 63 117 71 
Ocoober .................. S52 176 210 64 120 71 
November ..•• " .......... sn 178 213 64 115 64 
December .. S60 177 20S 64 115 66 

33 
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but in commenting upon their significance it has been neces­
sary from time to time to look backward and trace connec­
tions between recent events and past developments: A few 
facts giving at least a general survey of changes in the cost 
of ~iving may therefore properly conclude this brief study. 
From 1914 to 1917, mid-year figures are given in Table 13; 

TABLE 13: INDEX NUMBERS OF THE COST OF LIVING IN 
AVERAGE AMERICAN COMMUNITIES, 1914 TO 1928, 

INCLUSIVE, BY SEPARATE BUDGET ITEMS 
(National IodUltrial Cocference Board) 

D ... F .... Routing CIothi .. 
Fuel .nd Sundries AlllulDI Licht 

flY, 1914 ...•....•••. 100 100 100 100 100 100.0 
uly, 1915 ............ 100 100 103 102 100 100.5 
uly, 1916 ............ III 101.5 120 104 104 IOS.1 
uly, 1917 ........... 1-16 105 143 126 Il1 131.3 

1918 .. ... 173 118 185 138 153 1S8.6 
1919 .... ...... 186 129 205 144 164 171.6 
1920 .. .. 204 158 190 172 187 197.5 
1921. . .. ' « •••• 152 167 166 182 183 164.9 
1922 .. ... 142 166 156 178 172 156.2 
1923 ... .. .. ..... 147 175 171 179 173 162.1 
1924. ..... 146 185 171 169 174 163.3 
1925 .. .. .. 161 179 175 167 175 169.3 
1926 .. ... . ...... 160 176 174 163 174 167.9 
1927 .. .. .. .. 155 169 171 163 173 163.9 
1928. .. 154 162 172 161 171 161.9 

from 1918 to I92S,inclusive, the annual figures are the average 
of the calculations made in that period three times a year; 
while fropt 1926 onward, the facts reported in each year are 
the averages of twelve monthly calculations. The table 
shows a rapid increase which culminated in 1920 with a cost 
of living nearly double that of July, 1914. This was followed 
by a considerable drop, which reached its lowest point in 
1922. With business recovery the cost of living again ad­
vanced, and in 1925 reached a level only a little short of that 
of1919. Since then the movement has been gradually down­
ward, and the present level is nearer the post-war minimum 
in 1922 than any other year in the post-war series. 


