
'. i 
i 
~ 



3 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

Introduction 

PART I.-A PRELIMINARY SURVEY. 
Chapter 

I~Wheat 
(i) World Position 

(a) Acreage 
(b) Yield per Acre 
(0) Production 
(d) International Trade 

(ii) The Heme Crop 
(a) Trend of Sowings 
(b) Yield and Output •. 
(0) Season of Marketing •. 

(iii) Impnrts 
(a) Quantities and Sources 

Wheat 
Wheat Products 

(b) Periodicity 
(iv) Total Supplies 

(a) Quantity 
(b) Value 

(v) Quality Factors 
(a) Variety 
(b) Colour ofthe Grain .. 
(0) Bushel Weight 
(d) Moisture Content 
(e) Nature and Structure 01 the Grain 
(/) Impurities and Damaged Grain 
(9) Flour Yield .• 
(h) Colour and Flavour of the Flour 
(i) Strength 

(vi) Demand 

n.-Barley 

(a) Qualitative 
(b) Quantitative 

Processing .• 
Stock Feeding 

(e) S .... onal Variations 

(i) World Position 
(a) Acreage 
(b) Yield per Acre 
(0) Production 
(d) International Trade 

(ii) The Home Crop .• 
(a) Trend of Sowings 
(b) Yield and Output 
(0) Season of Marketing .. 

13/2/29. (2919). Wt.l00'1-7959 2,500. 8/294 w,.. &: 8., Ltd. a,. I 

PAGB 

8 

9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

10 
10 
IO 
IS 
13 
IS 
13 
13 
14 
14 

15 
15 
16 
10 
16 
17 
17 
17 
17 
18 
18 
18 
19 
20 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
24 
24 
24 
25 
25 
21i 
26 
26 
26 
26 



4 

(iii) If'ports . . . . . . 
- '(a) Quantiticsand Sources 

Barley 
Bar ley Products .. 

(b) Periodicity 
(iv) Total Supplies 

(a) Quantity 
(6) Value 

(v) Quality Factors 
(a) Variety and Type 
(b l Bushel Weight &Ild Moisture Content 
(0) Percentage Germination 
(d) Thickness of Husk, etc. 
(e) Malt Yield 
(J) Quantity of Extract 
(g) Diastatic Capacity 

(vi) Demand 

lII.-Oats 

(I>l Qualitative .. 
(b) Quantitative .. 

Processing .. 
Stock Feeding 

(e) Seaacnal Variations .. 

(i) World Position 
(I» Acreage 
(b) Yield per Acre 
(e) Production 
(d) International Trade 

(ii) The Home Crop 
(a) Trend of Sowings 
(bl Yield and Output _ .• 
(e) Season of Marketing .. 

(iii) Imports 
(a) Quantities and Sources 

Oats 
Oat Products 

(bl Periodicity 
(iv) Total Supplies 

(al Quantity 
(b) Value 

(v) Quality Factors 
(a) Variety 
(b) Bushel Weight 
(0) Moisture Content 

(vi) Demand 

. IV.-Prices 

(a) Qualitative •. 
(6) Quantitative •. 

Proceesing .. 
Stock Feeding 

(0) Seasonal Variations •• 

(i) General • • • • • • • • 
(ii) Trend .. . • • • •• • • • • 

(iii) Prices of Supplies from DiJferent Sources •• 
(al Wheat .. 
(6) Barley .• 
(0) Oats •• 

. . 

. . 

PA.ClI· 

27 
27 
27 
28 
28 
28 
28 
29 
29 
29 
30 
31: 
31 
3l 
31 
32 
32 
32 
34-
34-
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
36 
36 
36 
39 
39 
39 
39 
40 
40 
40 
41 
41 
41 
41 
42 
42 
42 
42 
42 
43 
43 
43 
44 
44 
45 
45 
45 
46 
47 
47 
48 
49 



(iv) Seasonal Variations 
(a) Whe&t .• 
(b) Barley .• 
(e) Oats .• 

(v) Market Variations 
(vi) Price Ranges on a Single Market 

(vii} . N:ote On Market Intelligence < 

(viii) Note on the Corn Sales Act, 1921 

PART II~PREPARATION FOR MARKET. 

V .-Threshing, Dressing and Sampling· 
(i) The Practice at Home 

(a) Threshing 
(b) Dreseing 
(e) Sampling 

(ii) ThePracticeAbrcad .. 
VI .-Assembling .. 

(i) TPe Practice at Home 
(a) By Merchants •. 
(b) By Producers' CO.op ..... tiv. Organisations 

(ii). The Practice Abroad •. 
(a) Europe 
(b) United Steteo 
(e) Oo.ne.de. 

The Wheat Pool .. 
(d Australia . 

. (e) India .. 
(f) Argentine. 
(g) New Zealand 

(iii) The Finance of Aesembling 
(a) In this Country 
(b) In North America and Australia 

The Merchant System in North AmeriQa 
Pool Finance in Ce.ne.de. and Australia •. 

(iv). Note on Large· •• ale Organisation of Home Producers .. 

·VII.-Gradlng and Standardisation .. 
(i) General 

(ii) The Canadian System 
(iii) . The Australian Practice 
(iv) Standa.rdo for Imported Grain in this Country 

(a) London 
• (b) Liverpool 

(v) Possibilities in regard to ;Home·grown Grain 

PART III.---CONSERVATION. 

VIII.-Storage 
(i) The Practice at Home 

(a) Home.grown Grain 
Farm Storage 
Storage off the Farm 

(b) Imported Grain .•. 

PA.GB 
49 
49 
50 
51 
n 
53 
53 
54. 

55 
55 
55 
57 
57 
61 
61 
61 
61 
64 
65 
65 
66 
67 
70 
72 
74 
75 
75 
75 
75 
77 
77 
78 
80 

81 
·81 

82 
85 

'85 
.. 85 

86 
88 

91 
91 
91 
91 
92 
93 



G 

PAGB 
(ii) The Practice in North America 94 

(a) Storage Methods 95 
(b) Warehouse and Elevator Capa.city 96 
(e) Cleaning and Drying 97 
(d) Storage and Other Charges 98 
(e) Ownership of Wa.rehouses and Elevators 98 
(J) Government Control. . 99 

(iii) Possibilities of Elevator Storage in this Country 100 

PART IV.-TRANSPORTATION. 

IX.-Handling 
(i) Loading, Discharging, etc •.. 

(a) Home-grown Grain •. 
(b) Imported Grain in this Country 

(ii) Weighing 
(a) Home-grown Grain .. 
(b) Imported Grain 

(iii) Other Incidental Operations 
(a) Home-grown Grain .. 
(b) Imported G ... in 

X~Methods and Costs of Transport 
(i) Water 

(ii) Rail 
(iii) Road .. 

xi .-Produce Movement 
(i) Home Produce from Country Districts 
(ii) Imported Produce from Port Areas 

PART V.-DISTRIBUTION. 

lOS 

lOS 
106 
106 
110 
110 
110 
III 
111 
III 

112 
112 
114 
116 

117 
117 
123 

XII ~Wholesale Distribution of Grain 126 
(i) Home Produce 126 

(a) By Farmers .. 126 
(b) By Merchants 128 
(e) By Agricultural Co-operative Sooieties 129 

(iiI Imports . . . . . • • . . . 129 
Note Oil the Distribution of Pool Grain 132 

DU.-Wholesale Markets 132 
(i) Country Markets 132 

(ii), Fa.ctors '''Markets . • 13" 
(iii) Port Grain Exchanges 136 
(iv) Produce Exchang... •• 139 

XIV .-Retall Distribution of Grain UO 
(i) By Farmers • . . . 141 

(ii) By Provender Merchants 141 
(iii) By Com Chandlers .. 141 

XV ....-Notea on Processing and Distribution of Cereal Products 
(i) Flour •• 142 

(a) Milling., 142 
(b) Distribution.. .• •• 144 
(e) Distribution of Milling Offals 146 
(d) Bsking • • • • .'. 146 
(0) Distribution of Bread 148 



(ii) Malt, etc. 
(a) Manufacture .. 
(b) Distribution .. 

(iii) Meals and Provender .. 
(a) Milling 
(b) Distribution •. 

7 

PART VI.-THE SEED TRADE. 

XVI .~·Distrlbution and Control o[ Seed' 
(i) Supplies 

(a) Quantity 
(b) Source 

(ii) Merohanta and Methods .•. ' . 
(iii) Plant Breeding Institutes 
(iv) Quality Considerations 
(v) Seed Testing and Official Regulations 

XVII.-5ummary 
(i) Gene .... l 

PART VII.-CONCLU~ION. 

(ii) The Need for Unified SeIJing 
(iii) The Special ProbleDUI of Wheat 

(a) S .... onal Price Fluctuation 
The Remedy---<>rderly Marketing 

.. 

PAGB 
149 
149 
151 
151 
151 
152 

164 
154 
154 
164 
156 
157 
158 
159 

161 
161 
162 
163 
163 
164 

(b) Difference in Price between Home and Imported 
Wheats 166 

166 
167 
168 
169 
172 
174 

Lack of .. Strength" , . 
Possible Remediee 

Lack of Uniformity in Quality .• 
Standardisation 

(iv) The Special Problems of Barley 
(v) The Special Problems of Oats 

LISTS OF TABLES AND. APPENDICES •. ' 
TABLES I TO XVIII 
APPENDICES A AND B 

.. , 

176 & 177 
178-198 
199-200 

The Minialry i8 indebted 10 1M foUowing jOf' permission 10 puW.h q,. 
Figur .. _ioned:-"-

Clayton &: Shtt.ltkworth, Lid. 2 
OIyM. NatJigation TrwI .. 16. 18 
Great W08Iem Railway Co. ' •• 11, 17 
LifJtf1WOl Grain Siorage and TranBil Co., Lid. •• If, 22, 25, 26, 29, 30 
Manchuler .Ship Oanal 00. . 4, 7, 8, 14, 19 
Mer.ey Dook8 and Harbour B0ar4 1 
Pan of Briotol-Autharity •• •. 20, 21 
Pan of London A tdhorit!l •. .•.• •• 13, 15 
S ... katchewan Wheat Pool • • 9 

The Miniolry of Agricullur. and Fi8heriOB """"1'18 no responeibilily jor tJaa 
ad.,.,.lioemenl8 appearing in 1IIi8 publicalion. 



THE MARKETING OF WHEAT, BARLEY AND 
OATS IN ENGLAND AND WALES. 

INTRODUCTION. 

The following R.eport gives the results of a detailed im-estiga­
, ion into the marketing of wheat, barley and oats, and covers prac­
tically all phases of what is admitted to be an immensely difficult 
lubjeot. 

Among the more important facts to which attention is drawn, is 
the tendency for the manufacture of cereal products of all kinds, in 
this country, to become concentrated into larger units. There is no 
correspondmg reductioni in the number of farmers selling to mer­
chants or of merchants selling to manufacturers. In the resuit, 
-.the balance of bargaining power. has gone against the seller. This, 
of itself, .uggests the need lor some form of organisation among pro­
ducers to reduce the number of independent sellers on the market. 
~urther, organisation of producers seems to be necessary in order to 
ensure orderly Itlarketing and avoid the seasonal depression in prices 
which usually occurs in the early months of each cereal year. 

Then, again, in order to meet the needs of modern industrial 
conditions, manufacturers require grain-whether wheat, barley or 
oats--to be delivered in large 'luantities of uniform quality. To 
this extent, home-produced gram is at a disadvantage compared 
with the standardised products arriving from abroad, and, if the 
demand for it is to be sustained and increased, there is a pressing 
Jleed for some form of standardisation. It is evident from this 
Report, however, that a standardisation policy for home-produced 
grain cannot be applied by transplanting in its entirety anyone 
system now operated overseas, but that such: a policy must be spelt 
out, letter bY' letter, to suit the conditions obtaining here. Lines of 
possible development are set out in the Report. 

Apart from these wider organisational aspects,' the Report shoWII 
eleady that much can be done in other ways to extend the market 
for home-prodllced grain. Indeed, no effort should be spared in 
this direction in order that cereal growers. in the present state of 
their industry, may realise the best possible returns for their crop. 
subject to the limitaiions imposed by world conditions. In this task, 
there is room for co-operation between farmers, merchants, manu­
{acturers and consumers_ 




