
WIlen. III, 19'H 'I'eliaIe heard that the booii III, the Ialilldry _ ....... 
worked'for 10 ~ ltad been lI""d, she returned, and at the time of the ....... 
IIIe _ baek again at her old plaee, aa a -... earnlDg $14 a week, <OiIteJit 
with her job and her trade. Of her 18 years In this COlHltry; over 17 had ".... 
tIpeJlt ~8 a laundry worker. She lwd been entll'ely self-SUppOrting ~. 
these y ...... and had sent some money home to the old _try hat had JlQI; 
bee!t. able to save anything for emergencies or old age except .small payments 
on" Uie-Insurance poUey. For $6 a month she rente a room with Ilght-oo­
keeI>iJIg priTllegos. Her sole ambition Is to he able to """tlnne to he 1Mllf· 
supporting. ' 
I~ No. S.-An early marriage dld·JlQI; gi .... Anna T. the I-.e and 

_Ie ..... rlty she expected. Insteed her burdens Increaeed, and now she 
IBglad If she has food and clothlng for her family. In 1912, _rtll' after her 
father died In H1lIJg8r7. Anna at the age "t 16 came alone to the Untied Statee. 
With neither friends nor relatives to' help ber find work sh~ followed women 
on their w87 to work and on her own lnit1ative found a job in a eigar facfozy, 
where _ began ae a hnnch maker and ""rned ~.50 the lIrot week. Within a 
year she married a lahorer. hat he was often ill, biB job was too _VI'. aDd he 
lost much tlme. eo they could not count 00 a fall week's pay. In the 10 years 
ot her monied life sbe had given birth to sIx children, four of whom were I1v1ug 
at the time of the interview. But cblldbIrth never Interfered long with her 
status as a wage earner; she worked withIn a week or so of confinement and 
always returned when the babies were very Uttle. Sometimes her baby was 
brOught to the factorJ' for her to u_ dnrIug wnrkiJulr hoors. . 

Since 1912 Anna bas wurked 1} hotu'S, 10 bOUl'B t day after day, and now one 
. week'. pay harejy covers the monthly rental of $15. She lives In a dlngy house 

with no gas and no sewer connection. but _ Is __ I that, having lived in 
oommunltles where bunch makers are in demand, she has alwayS been able to 
1In4 work. Realizing haw close they are to the poverty dead line.. BIie added, 
~ So mach boby, If I no work. I no eat." 

1tot""""" No. 3.-In 1005 Agnes D,. nged 11. acc<>mpanled by a trtend, left 
liar farm home In Gallcia bound tor AmerIca. thinking she would make more 
money and have an easier time in the land of. opportunity. Her sister, who had 
come to PhIladelphia some tlme bet"re. secured the lIrot job tor ~ as a 
_ worker at $f, a week, but she found it so hard that after two months 

,she left it. Her sister then took ~ to· an agency and for a fee of $1 
Apes was ~ as a kitchen mold In a restaurant. H_ her working da7 
was from ;5 'S. in. to 11 p. m. Much of the tb):le- her hands were in hot water and 
the contlnnous oIandIng made her feet tired and BOre, but she _tated to give 
up the job, since her _ had paid a fee to secure It for her, and she kept 
hOping that she would mind it less If she gave it a good trlel. In ahont a 
7ear. bavlng secnred 8DOther job through the help ot a friend, she quit the 
l'esta:nrant and began work «painting leather" (seasoning) in a tannery, at. 
'" a week. She contiDUed at this place it>< ahont eight years, notI1 she married 
in 1914. Her husband proved to be no good and worked very lrugularly, so in 
l.9lI1, when the eldest boy was. 7 years old and. the chil~n could shift for· 
_ .... _ retnpled to her old ;lob In the tsnnery, where _ is still ...... 
plqed. WIlen she has a fall week she can earn ... mnch as $17. but lately 
business has been too bad and _ has forgt>ttoo what a fall pay ettV8iOpe, 
looks llIre. She tsJres pride In her _ and regrets that she caD DeVer do 
-measuring." as she does not know her" numbers," Measuring is one of the 
moot desirable jobe In a leather plant, as the skins are measnred lIlrtomatically . 
bya maehlne. which records their surface in square inches. The operator 
merely -. the bides into the machine and copies the measurement, hat 
Apes can neither read nor write the numl>ers,' for she has never __ 
~ooL -

J'or th"'" years this worker has heeD the chief support of the family. although 
_ Imsband helpS Intermittently. She Is concentrating an her energy to make 
ends meet. working by (jay In the tannery and bY night at home. where. In 
addition to the hausework, for her own tamIly, she washes for a lodger. 

·In oontr'&st to the young women who come to this country: and elIter 
industry while they are girls are .. few older women who forced 
~to industry in middle age, find the adjustment doubly di~t. Mrs. 
"':,iIltypical of these. . 
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APPENDIX.-SCHEDULE FORMS 

SCHEDULE I 

This schedule was used tor the interviews with the women in their homes. 

WOMEN'S BUREAU 

I. PZRSONAL DATA 
1. Name_______ ______________________ 2. Address ____________________ _ 
3. Time at preaent address________ 4. Marital status: S. M. W. B. D. 5. Present age_________ Date of birth __________________________________ _ 
6. Country of birth ____ ------- Province____________ City _____________ _ 7. ~ ______________________________________________________________ _ 
8. Date of anivaL" ___________________________ Age at anivaL ________ _ 
9. Yr!!. in U. S ________________ Came aIone____ With(spee.) ___________ _ 

10. Reason for ooming to U. B ___________________________________________ _ 
11. Citizenship: Naturalized____ Own act____ Father____ Husband _____ _ 

First papers _________ _ 

12. Education: 
Yrs. a~tending. full-time school: O. C _____ ;;; u. S _____ _ 
Part-time or rught school: O. C ______ • U. "' _____ _ 
English: S. R. W. Other lang.: S. R. W. (spec.) _______________ _ 

II. LIvING CoNDl'l'ION 

A. With family (make-up of group): 
1. Wage earners- 2. Non wage eamer&-

~- I -1- ~~~ -I-'·I~ Sell __ .. __________________ ... ______ ._._. ___________ . _______________________________ . ___ . ____________ _ :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::: :::::::: = :::::::::::::: :::::::: :::::: :::::::::: 
3. No. earners: M __ F __ Total __ 4. No. none&rners: M __ F __ Total __ 
5. No. of lodgers_ _ 6. Total in house __ 
7. Own home______ 8. Amt. rent ____________ - 9 .. No. of roome _______ _ 

B. Not with family: 
1. Room and board______ With whom? ______________________________ _ 
2. L. h. k.______ With whom? ______________________________________ _ 

Ch&ngeB and dates in marital ata.tus since coming to U. S ___________________ _ 

NO~8:- ~ ~::=::: ::: ===: ::::::: ::::::::::: :::: ::::::::::::::::=:======= = 

In. INDUSTRIAL HISTORY 

1~ ~~!c:.e_ ~ ~~ _~~~_: ___ ________________________________________ _ 
}ionearner ________________________________________________________ _ 

177 



178 THE IMMIGRANT WOMAN A..~D REB .tOll 

2. Experience in U. S.: 

T How Be- Pee TraIDlng Age Date W8IfIln put .. weeb .= -," - ::::~'± 
FiiiijoiL====::: :::::::::::: :::::* :::::::::::: :::::: :::::::::::: :::::: :::::: -~- -~-iDiieariDC 

First W&ge ______________ Advances in W&ge ____________________________ _ 
Influence in choice of job _______________________________________________ _ 
Reason for tim going to work ___________________________________________ _ 
Experience between first and Jast job _____________________________________ _ 

IV. SPECIAL INDu8T1UAL PRoBLB118 

1. Unsu......rul attempts to """"'" work: 

::::::::\:=:1::::::::::::: :::::~:::l::~=::::::I:::I:=:::= -----_._--- ------ -------------------- -.---_._----------- --------------_._--- ------ --------------------
2. Cases or nonadjustment: 

~:=~::::::::::::J:::~::::I~:::=:~:::::: :: :::: ::::::=j------------------------- ------------------- -------------------r -------- --------------
3_ Industrial aecident&: _ ~A"pg=~=-"'":"'"'ot N ...... ::::"._oI~. _~"'" 
--------.-- ------ ------------------ ------------------------- ------------------------- _. __ .--- -------­
._--------- ---- ---- ----------- ._-- ------------------------_. -- -- -------------------_ .. ----- -- - ------­----------- ------ ------------------ -------------------------- -------------------------- ,---"-- _._-----

V_ h-nu8TB1AL HOIDI WORE 

1. Ind__________ 2. Nature or work__________ 3_ Howoeeured __________ _ 
4. Busy oeason____________ 5. Other home wrk_ past year ________________ _ 
6. Moo. cl home wrk_ past year _________________________________________ _ 
7. Earninp (individual or group): 

S_ HnI. of day____ 9. Yro. at bome wrlL. (overall)____ 10. Yl'L unempl ___ _ 11. Other home workeno ________________________________________________ _ 
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VI. SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 

1. Economic responsibility to family: ___________________________________ _ 

2~-Home ,fU"tiOS"'- Aii:_::-Most::: : -part:::: --DeSCribe::::::: ::::: :::::: ::: 
i~-W~rk- d~~~ -~tit;,( h~~~: = === = =====: ==:::: ===: ::::::::::: :::: ::::: ::::: 4. Care of children _____________________________________________________ _ 

5. Ambitions: Education of children ______________________________________________ _ 

Otber ____ ~--------------------------------------------- __________ _ 
6. Affiliat~onB: • • Foreign socretleB ___________________________________________________ _ 

~euzdoDB ______________________________________________________ _ 
~her ___________________________________________________ ----------

EmpJo""",,,,,, \ _ 

~oTEB: ______________________________________________________________ _ 

so~;oo-of na;ne~::~':-::::':-':-::':-:':-::::--Itd"o;.;,:;a;i::::::: ::::: ::::::::::: ::: 
Ilate____________________ ~nt---------------------------------------

SCHEDULE n 

This Questionnaire was 1llled out by the foreign-born women In the English 
classes ot the Ph1ladelphia publiC' evening schools. 

U. S. DRA..B.Tlf»lf'l' 011 LABoa 

WOMEN'S BUREAU 

1. Are you marrled?____ 2.])0 you live with relatlves? ___________ _ 
S. Do you live with friends? _________________________________________ _ 
4. Do yon llve where y.oU work1_____ 5. What Is your job now? _______ _ 
6. Bow old are yon?________ 1. In what country were you born? _______ _ 
S. What language did you speak in your home in the old eountry? ________ _ 
9. Bow many years did you go to school in the old country'l _____________ _ 

10. What languages can you readL ______________________________________ _ 
11. What languages can you wrlte? _____________________________________ _ 
12. Bow long have you been In the U. S.? YearL ________________________ _ 
13. How long have you been in school in the U. S.? Year8-____ , mont:b.s-___ •• 

weeka ___ _ 

. 14. Are yon a citizen of the U. S. L___ 15. Have you taken ont year ftrst • papers? _______________________________________________________ _ 

16. Did you work in the old country?____ 17. What kind of work? ________ _ 

-------------------------------------------------------------------18. What was your first job in the U. S.1 ___ ...... ____________________________ _ 
19. How many years have you worked in the U. 8.'L ______________________ _ 
20. How many jobs have you had? ________________________________________ _ 
21. Have yon had trouble IInding jobs1 ____________________________________ _ 

22. lIn,r;-Y(;~I~-t~-h~ti~~jdb?===::==::========================::::: 23. What was your first weekly wage in the U. S. 'L ________________________ _ 
24. What do you earn when you work a tun weekL ________________________ _ 
25. What do you earn a week on an average? __________________________ _ 

~DlarkB: ___________________________________________________________ _ 



PUBLICATIONS OF THE WOMEN'S BUREAU 
l..A..n7 gf these bulletins still available wUl be sent free of ch.3.rge- upon request} 
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-No.6. The Ei~ht·Eour DaY in Federal and State Legislation. 19 PP.' 1919. 
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1921. 
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-No. 8. Women in the Government Service. 37 pp. 1920. 
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No. 38. Marriro Women in Industry. 8 pp. 1924. 
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No. 43. Standard and Scheduled Hours of Work: for Women in Industry. 68})p. 1925-
No.44. Women in OhIo Industries. 137 pp. 1925. 
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No.. 49. Women Workers and Family Support. 10 pp. 1926. 
No. 60. Eff"eta of AppnEd ReKevch Upon the Emplo}'IDe.Dt OpportunItIes of Amerlca~ 
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No. 51. Women In Winola Industries. 108 pp. 1926. 
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NO,53. The Status of Women In tbe Government Servlee 10 19.25. 103 pp. 1928. 
No-. M. ('hanging Jobs. 12 pp. 1926. 
NO,6;;. Women In Miselmppl Industrlea. 89 pp. 1926. 
No. 66. Women In Tennessee )ndustries. 120 pp, 1'927. 
No.51. Womli'n Workers and Jndustrial Poisons. l5 pp. 1926. 
No. fi8. Women III Delaware Industri«1f. 156 pp. ID21. 
NO.59. Short Tulu About WorkIng Women. 24: PIt. Inzr, 
No. 60. Indush1aI Accidents to Women In New Jersey, Oblo, and Wlseoo&in. 318 PI). 

1921. 
No.61. The Development of MiDlmum-Wage Laws in the United States. 1912 to 1921. 
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No.62. Women If Employment in Vegetable Canneries In Delawa~. 4:7 pp. 1927. 

-Suppl,. eUauated. 
(1) 



&5P" sa iJ L2Zl[e:Etm.g Working Women. 51 pp. 1927. lRevia10n of Bulletlm: 

G~.~~t of Women at Night. 86 pp. 1928. 
~~Ybe Meetl of Labor Legialation on the Employment Opportunltlea ot Women. 

498 pp. 1928. 
No.66. Hiatory of Labor LegIslation for Women in Th-ree Stat~8' ChroDoJOJrlcal Develop­

ment of Labor Legislation tor Women In the UnIted States. 2"84 pp. 1928. 
No. 87. Women Workers In Flint. Mich. ·80 pp. 1928. ~ 
No. 68. Summary; The E«ects of Labor Legislation on tbe Employment Oppol'tunlt1eIJ 

of Women. (.Reprint of ChaptE'r II ot Bulletin 65.) 22 _ pp. 1928-
No. 69. Causes of Absence tor Men and for Women in Four Cotton M1Ils. 24 pp. 1929. 
No. 10. Negro Women In Industry in 15 Stat(>B. 74 pp. 1929. 
No. '11. Selected Ret~nC!e8 OIl the Health of Women in Industry.. 8 1'9. 1929. 
No. 12. Conditions of Work in Spin Room!. 41 pp, 1929. 
No. 73. Variations in Employment Trends of Women and Men. [In preas.] 
No. 74. The Immlgrant Woman and Her Job. 175 pp, 1929. 
No. 16. What the Wage-Earning Woman Contrlbues to Family Support. 20 pp. 1929. 
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