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PREFACE. 

TIm publio life of John Jay was so active and 
varied that it is almost impossible to compress 
the essential facts into small compass without 
losing much of their interest, and suggestiveness. 
Moreover, he was by disposition so reticent and 
unimpnlsive, so completely self-controlled,' that 
there is scarcely any material for constructing 
a history of his inner private life. He was 
singularly free from those faults which, trivial 
or segous, attract men's love by exciting their 
sympathy or pity. Conscientious, upright, just, 
and wise, John Jay, like Washington, survives 
in the popular imagination as an abstract type 
of propriety; and his fair fame has been a con­
spicuous ma~k for all,who are offended by hear­
ing an Aristides always called the Just, or who, 
from an a priori notion of history, believe that 
statesmen have always been as co~npt, civic 
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virtue as tainted, and politics as demoralizing 
as they are in our time. In this belief there is 
undoubtedly much truth, - but there are excep­
tions to most rules, or rather what is true of a 
generation in the average is never tru~ of every 
individual comprised in it, - and a careful 
study confirms the contemporary opinion that 
the character of Jay was, unfortunately for 
mankind, exceptional . 

. Any life of John Jay must, of course, be 
based on the t'io volumes of his Life and Letters 
by his son, Judge William Jay; but an undue 
sense of the sauctity of domestic life prevented 
then the publication of anything not clearly of 
a public, almost of an official, nature. Subse­
quently, as the Works and Letters appeared 
of Washington, John Adams, Madison, Jeffer­
son, Fisher Ames, and the other Revolutionary 
patriots, and the gleanings of Sparks and others 
from the government papers, more light was 
thrown on the motives and movements of the 
time, and Jay's life was rewritten by Flanders, 
who dispelled, almost for the first time, the. 
odium, begotten by partisanship of' ignorance, 
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that so long assailed the memory of the early 
Federalists. Certain popular prejudices still 
survived from the days when blind devotion to 

France, a veritable" love frenzy," was a test of 
party fealty, and these prejudices obscured any 
clear view of the peace negotiations of 1782. 
Sparks, editing official documents, interjected 
with misleading positiveness a·note that Jay's 
suspicions of France· were unfounded,,.... and· 

this suggestion, itself unfounded, has until re­

cently been followed implicitly by' historians, 
even by Mr. Bancroft. A hundred years after 
the event, papers from the French archives pub­
lished· by De Circourt, the correspondence be­
tween Vergeunes and Luzerne, Fitzherbert and 
Fox, .Oswald and· Shelburne, in the "Stevens 
MSS." and the revelations in Fitzmaurice's 
.. Life of Shelburne," enabled' the Honorable 
John Jay to prove the absolute correctness of his 

grandfather's convictions, and the consequent 
necessity of the course of action he adopted. 
This new information has not yet been incorpo­
rated into any life of Jay. 

Within the last year the third volume has 
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been published of Doniol's "La participation de 

la France dans l'etablissement de l'independance 
. des Etats-Unis," which contains the official doc­
uments relating to the treaty ofAxanjuez, eluci­
dating with extreme fullness the relations be­
tween the courts of Paris and Madrid in the 
critical years of 1778,1779. The "Jay MSS.," 
from which a selection is now preparing for pub-

.lication, and an elaborate .digest,. with quota­
tions, of the "Stevens MSS.," have also been 
studied with minute care; and to these sources, 
and to the constant valuable suggestions and 
criticisms of my uncle, the Honorable John Jay, 
is due whatever of new or original may be found 
here. GEORGE PELLEw. 

NEW YORK, March 1,1890. 
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107; position in the affairs of Si­
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!:l~:..~~e;:.':. ~~:~~ 
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199; refuses to be saddled with 
engagements of France to Spain, 
200; refuaea to compenaate ro1-
aliste, 201, 214, 216; pesition m 

Pari.. Bketched by Adam., 204; 
maintains friendly relationa with 
Franklin, 206; further negotia­
tiODS, 210, 212, 214; declines to 
go to England, 213; in accord 
with colleagues, 213; prefen Eng-' 
land to France, for commerce, 
221 ; deserves merit for BUCce88 of 
negotiatiODB, 223, 224; Luzerne'8 
praise of, 224; goes to England, 
224; behavior there towards fel­
low countrymen, 226; refuses ap.. 
pointmente to English and Fren.h 
coutts, 227 i returns home, 228; 
secretary for foreign affairs, 229. 
231; lenient towarda royaliste, 
230, 270; declinea to be candidate 
for governorship, 231; negotia­
tions 88 to ltfisaj88ippi, .233-235, 
245; favors Beaumarchaia, 236 i 
suggestions 88 to commerce, con­
sula, etc., 237. 238, 241; concern­
ing war with Algiers, 239; as to 
violationa of treaty of peace, 240; 
control over maila, 241; behavior 
in matter of appointments, etc., 
241; agent in. boundary conu. 
Yersy, 242; on territorial govern­
menta, 242; trustee of Emanci­
pation Society, 242; delegate to 
Episcopal Convention, 243 j aocial 
duties, 248, 244 i apprehensions as 

to condition of the country, 246, . 
256; comments on the Confede:r­
ation, 247 ; opinions on these mat­
tere, 248, 249; on the Annapelis 
Convention, 250 ; defeated as can­
didate for convention, 251 j con­
nection with the U Federalist,1I 
262-254; concern in the Doctors' 
1II0b, 254; delegate to Coustitu­
tiona! Convention, 255, 259; pub­
lishes an address in favor of Coo-. 
Btitution, 256; predictions, 267 i 
prepares letter advising amend­
ments, 260; part in eftecting rat­
ification, 261; offered choice of 
positions in Dew government, 262 ; 
prefen chief justiceship, 263 ; his 
action in thiB oftice, 264; on New 
England circuit, 286-287 ;' personal 
appearance, 266 i Doctor of Laws, 
H. U., 266; University of Dub­
lin, 266; protests against Peumon 
A.ct, 267; candidate for governor­
Bhip, 268, 272-278,; takes hi. de­
feat philosophically, 279. 280; hi. 
robe as Chief Justice, 279; recep­
tion, after hi. defeat, 280 - 282 i 
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