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PREFAOE. 

THB scantiness of available information on the subjec~ of the 
British Parliament, its history and its leading 'men, is a sur
prising fact, in days when historical writing may be said to 
superabound; Much information was to be foond, no doubt, 
in bnlky volumes, or scattered through the material of· exten
aive libraries; bnt there was nothing for the general reader 
at once comprehensive and readily accessihle. An attempt 
was made, years back, by two fellow-workers on the Press 
who, had experienced the want, to suppl,. it, by bringing 
together, for the first time and in anecdotal form, "some of 
the more striking facts in the history of our Parliaments, and 
the pnblic lives of distinguished statesmen."" Their work 
met with a favourable reception, and a cordial appreciation of 
its purport, not only in this country, but abroad. One cor
respondent-.. member of the legal profession in Italy
expressed himself warmly in praise of the book, which he was 
desirous of translating into his own tongne" as showing com
pendionsly the history of constitutional liberty in the nation 
which has striven most successfully for its promotion, and 

... A Book of Parliamentary Anecdote," b,. G. H. Jennings and 
W. S. Johnstone,18'12. The writer takes thls opportonit,. of expressing 
his satisfaction thet in his earlier labours he was aided b,. the co.operation 
of hi. valued friend (now decsaaadl, Mr. William Steven Johnstone. 
Thet gentleman, although prevanted br weak haalth and arduous engage
menls from continuing the work, kicdl,. p1aoed at tha diepoaal of his 
colleague hiB own getherings towards the original book. 
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being therefore well adapted as a text-book for the political 
education of his countrymen.* 

The encouragement given to the previous tentative work 
. led. the present writer to follow it up by the expansion and 
re-arrangement of its materials; inlluenced, as regards the 
latter point (in the "Personal" section of the volnme), in 
some measure by the suggestion of a competent and courteous 
critic in the Quarterly Review, who afterwards gave his 
reniarks upon the book a more enduring circulation. t As 
regards expansion, the former work included but a small 
portion of the material contained in the present; for the vein 
was found to be more rich as it was farther explored. To 
deal with it in a manner likely to secure a satisfactory result 
h>s required such leisure and attention as opportunity may 
have afforded during many years; the difficulty at length 
having been to confine the gathered material within moderate 
limits, while not omitting (it is believed) any important or 
characteristic fact in either the historical or the biographical 

- branch of the subject. 
It is hoped that the work, in its present form, may be of 

practical value 'in more than. one direction. As Mr. Lowe 
once pointed out, in a celebrated phrase,! the power of this 
country is now, more distinctly than at any former time, vested 
in the electoral body. Every individual citizen: exercises a 
proportion of that power; and, that he may nse it wisely, an 
acquaintance with the history and the working of our Parli .... 
mentary institutions is an essential condition. All have not 
the opportnnity of reference to the works requisite for the 
information; but all may consult such a digest as will he 

.He wrote: "Vons avoz raconte, dans S88 traits pins remarquables. 
l'histoire d'Angleterre, qui, ancienno ou modemo, est toujoun ach&ell8 
pour nona. parcequ'elle eat toujoura 1& m~e chose. fatale et grande, 
l'kuloir. de la libert6. L'Italie, ai grande dans son lUstoire aneienne at 
moyenno, iii nouvelle dana l'hiatoire modemo, trouvera.it bien dana ~ 
line un rooneil prtScieux d'exemplea et de pratique liberale, qui l'aideraient 
immeuaement daus SOD education civile at politique,lI-Lotter from Sig. 
Roger Calabryo. avo.at a N aplea. 

t .. Selected E8S&ya by A. Hayward. Q.O.u London: 1878. 
t Se. p. 405. 
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found here, and the book may therefore claim to possess its 
educational uses at home. To maintain the standard reached 
by constant patriotic effort in past times, and so to uphold the 
dignity and efficacy of the Nation in Council, is a most impor
tant object, which it seems as necessary to keep in view at the 
present day as at any former period. Moreover, to this 
·country the founders of Parliamentary institutions in other 
lands have been, and are, eagerly looking. Besides nations 
"peaking other tongues, our numerous colonies have their 
growing Par1iaments, a.ll taking the cue from our own, and 
tracing in its history the foundations of a government at once 
popular, and.regulated by law and order, while 

Freedom broodeus slowly down 
From precedent to precedent. 

'1'0 any of these colonial Assemblies might probably be applied 
a remark recently made respecting one of them: "It is almost 
as jea.lons of any departure from English Parliamentary pre
.,edent as could well be the House of Commons itself."* 

As to the general subjects 6f Parliamentary rule and prece
dent, forma.lly considered, it is scarcely needful to say that 
no attempt' is here made to compete with the claims of such 
.,Iaborate and exhanstive works as those of SU' T. Erskine May 
and his predecessors, Elsynge, Hatsell, and the rest. In tho 
following "anecdotal" pages, these matters are necessarily 
"kept less in view than the broad lines of historical .fact, 
personal trait, and oratorical effort or a.llusion; and in dealing 
with these, one especial desigu has been to make the work 
nseful to persons engaged in political and literary pursnits. 
The occasion of a particular incident, or the use of a certain 

• Letter from special correspondent of the Ti'flt.e8 a.t Melbourne, March 
.81, 1880.-Since these lines were written. the -subject has been enforced 
'in the House of Commons. Mr. SpeaJter Brand. on his re·election to tho 
clmir in 1880, said. U The power and 'consequent responsibility of this 
House are constantly inel'e88ing. It is looked np to, not only by onr 
colonial fellow.sobjecte as the parent of their popular Assemblies, but 
every nation in the world now treading in the path of Parliament.:u'Y 
Government watches our proceedings with the greatest attention and 
interest. ·It is, then, the more incumbent on us to set an exa.mpl0 of 
freedom and order in debate, which constitute the life·blood of Parlia. 
mentary Govornment." 
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phrase, is often matter of dispnte and requires verification, 
both in Parliament and out of it. A circumstance which 
occurred in the session of 1876 will show that the want of '" 
ready means of authenticating such facts and phrases is felt, 
at times, by persons of the greatest eminence in political life. 
Mr. Gladstone, speaking in the Honse of Commons of an 
expression nsed by a former colleague {the Earl of Clarendon} 
in an important crisis, said he had been at some pains to find 
out in " Hansard" what were the actual meaning and connec· 
tion of that expression (" drifting into war "). and he gave 
the correct version. If. however. the right hononrable gentle
man had bad before him the small work of which this is .. 
development, it would have saved him the labonr, for the 
expression wonld there have been found. among many others 
of like interest, with the context as given in "Hansard's" 
pages. 

The process of "mythical accretion" to which Mr. Glad
stone referred on that occasion is constantly going on with 
regard to the celebrated dicta of onr public men, and this 
makes it the more desirable to trace, as has here been done, 
the original occasion and precise sense of such expressions. 
Another instance in point will be fonnd on page 386. Mr. 
Cobden was frequently credited with the saying that we could 
"crumple up Russia like a sheet of paper." What he really 
diel say, aud the "accretion" which followed. will there be 
fouDd recorded; and many similar instances appear in other 
places. One of the express objects of this book is to prevent, 
on many occasions in futnre. the need of snch laborious 
research as that instanced by Mr. Gladstone; and the number 
of political proverbs and sayings which will be fonnd included 
here, with an account of the circumstances under which they 
arese, is very considerable. For many of these. recourse has 
necessarily been had. not only to the voluminous pages of 
"Hansard." and the similar records. such as they are, of 
former days, but to the deeper depth of ancient newspaper 
files, where alone some of the celebrated sayings of distin· 
guished statesmen could be found.--often uttered 011 " extra· 
parliamentary" and slight occasions, but destined, by some 
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happy conjnncture of thought and phrase, to live aa long in 
memory, or longer, than anything that fell from them in 
elahorate orations. To these, as well aa some other portions 
of the hook, gathered from voluminous histories /Idld lengthy 
biographies, the words of the elder Disraeli, when speaking of 
some of his own labours, may not inappropriately be applied:
" There are articles in the present work, ocoupying but a fow 
pages, which could never have been produced had not more 
time been allotted to the researches they contain than some 
would allow to a small volume." 

It may be thought that anecdotes of a humorous nature 
occur in the _ book to an extent not to have been anticipated. 
They have, however, not been sought for, but have arisen 
from th~ nature of the subject. Humour haa always played 
nn important part in the proceedings of the British Parlia
ment, whether it be the greater Parliament of the platform 
aud the polling-booth, or the seleot body which assembles at 
St. Stephen's. All a worthy member of the House of Com
mons once remarked, it loves good sense and joking."* ThiS' 
book, therefore, could not faithfully mirror Parliamentary 
life, as it attempts to do, unless both qualities were fairly 
represented. 

Reference to authorities is given tbroughout the work, 
wherever it seemed likely to be nseful to the reader, or of any 
importance for verification. It is scarcely necessary to add 
tbat in many cases the authorities cited indicate ollly tho
sources from which the principal facts or reports are derived; 
such additions and explanations as may have been requisite 
to complete the information having, of course, been supplied, 
from other sources. 

Of one thing the reader may be assured,-that tJ>e work 
before him has been prepared without undue leaning 01.'" 

partiality in favour of any of the great parties in the State, 
whether in past or present time. The historical student 
frequently cares little for the differences of passing politics, 

. seeiDg rather, in the calmness of privato study, that the adver-
sarie. and opponents of a particular time have been, in thOo 

• P. Gil. 
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main, men working with different views towards common 
objects, and that there has been mnch on both sides worthy 
of admiration and respect. The familiar illustration of the 
knights and tho shield is as applicable in political as in any 
other a.ft'airs, and it has required many chivalrons men of 
opposing views to build worthily upon the foundations of the 
British Parliament. It is believed that alI sides alike are 
here fairly represented; for the historical spirit, as distin-. 
guished from that of party, in the main pervades the principal 
sources of information referred to, and in the collection of 
material from these quarters there has been no such endeavour 
as tha~ of Dr. Johnson,* to "take care that the Whig dogs 
did not get the best of it." 

• P.56"2. 

PREFACE TO THE .THIRD EDITION. 

DURING the twelve years which have elapsed since the issue 
of the first edition of trus book, many events of the greatest 
interest and importance have transpired.' The Parli'amentalj· 
electorate has itself been immensely enlarged; and the brief 
period that now suffices to effect. momentous changes in 
Parliamentary rules and procednre may be judged by careful 
readers from some of the closing pages in the first section 
of the book, and be read in fuller detail in its later portions. 
Again, the publication of numerous memoirs and biographies 
of deceased statesmen ,has thrown additional light upon 
important passages in their own personal history and career, 
as well as on that of their colleagues. These biographical 
records have al1 required consultation and reference, with 
resnlts that may be found interspersed in the volnme. Names 
that were most prominent in J 880 and afterward are now 
missing from the living roll; while statesmen then of lesser 
note have since come prominently forward, and in many cases 
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"have required distinct and separate notice, suc"h as "had been 
gi veu to some of their predecessors. 

A further word of explanation remains to be added. The 
compiler of this book witnessed, when very young, O'Connell's 
last appearance at the table of the House of Commons, and 
remembers to have heard some of those feeble utterauces 
of the dying gladiator to which Mr. Disraeli a1lnded in his 

.memoir of Lord George Bentinck. In later years it was 
the writer'. duty, also, as engaged on the Press, to attend 
tbe House of Commons on many ~ important and critical 
occasion. Therefore, in putting together this record of Par
liamentary facts and incidents, so far as recent times are 
conoerned, his hand has been both guided and restrairied, in 
no small measure, by results of personal observation. As to 
former days, researoh has sometimes enabled him to recover 
contemporary records that were sought for in vairi even in 
the library of the British Museum; and these are frequently 
quoted, espedially in the earlier section. of the work. 

To conclude, as to the whole aim and purport of the book, 
in the words of one who is freqnently quoted in it. pages,
it is 

cc to save from what tra.ditions glean, 
Or age remembers. or ourselves have aeen, 
The scattered relies care can yet collect. . • • 
Types of the elemenIB .... h ... glorious strife 
Formed this free Englsnd, and still guards he. life." 
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PART ..J:. 

RISE AND PROGRESS OF PARLIAMENTARY 
INSTITUTIONS. 

Antiquity of P .... liamentB.-Parliam.nts or Gan.ra1 Oonncils 
(writes Blackston.) are coeval with the kingdom itself. How thoee 
ParJiements were eonetitntsd &Ild composed is another qnestion, which 
has been matter of great dispute among our learned antiquariee, and, 
particula.rly, whether the CommOll8 were summoned at all; or, if Bum~ 
moned, at what p.ried they began to 'form a di.tinct .... mbly. In the 
main, the coustitution of: Parliament, as it now stands, was m&rked ont 
so long ago .. the seventeenth year of King J obu, A.D. 1215, in the 
great charter granted by that prince; wherein he promisee to summim 
all archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, and greater barons, personally; 
and all oth.r tenants-in. chief nnd.r the Orown, hy the sheriff and 
bailiffs, to meet at & certain p1a.ce, with forty days' notice, to aasess 
aids &Ild seutsges when n .... aary. And this CODBtitntion has subsisted 
in fact at least from 49 Haury Ill., there beiog Btill extant write of that 
date to summon knights, citizens, and burg ..... to Parliement. 

The .. Omnipotence of P.."liament."-Th. power and jurisdic
tion of ParJiement (asye Silo Edward Ook.) is so tranacendent and 
absolute that it ea.nnot be confined, either for causes or persons, within 
any bunnds. Parliament can regolate or n.w model tha succession to tha 
Orown; as was don. in the reigDB of H.nry VIIL and William Ill. It 
can Bltar the .. tablished religion of the land; as was don. in a variety of 
inatan ... in the reigDB of King Henry VIlI. and his three children. It 
can chang. and create afresh .ven the constitntion of the kingdom and of 
Pa.rliamentB themse1v88; as was done by the Act of Union, and the 
seven.1 lttatntM for trienni&l and septennial f.clAp.tions. It eRn, in short, 
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PART .. I. 

RISE AND PROGRESS OF PARLIAMENTARY 
INSTITUTIONS. 

Antiquity of 1' .... lia.m.nts.-Parlia.mentB or General OOUllCUs 
(writBe Blackstone) are coeval with the kingdom itBelf. How those 
Parliaments were eonstituted and composed is another question, which 
has been matter of great dispute among our learned &ntiquari... &Ild. 
particul&rly, whether the Commons were summoned at all; Of. if snm~ 
moned, at what period they began to 'form & distinct .. sembly. In the 
main. the constitution of Pa.rliament, as it now stands, W88 marked out 
.0 long ago as the seventeenth year of King J oha ..... D. 1215. in the 
great charter gr&I1ted by that prince; wherein he promises to summon
all archbishops, bishops. abbots, e&rls. and greater barons, personally; 
and all other tenantB.in.chief UIlder the Orown, by the sheriff and 
bailli!s, to meet at a certsin place. with forty days' notice, to &BSee8 

aida and .cutages when nec .. sary. And this constitotion has .ubsisted 
in fact at least from 49 Henrr ill, there being still extant writB of that 
date to summon knightB. citizens. &nd burge .... to Parlia.ment. 

Th. .. Omnipotence of I' .... lia.m.nt,'·-Th. power and jurisdic. 
tion of Parlia.ment ( .. ys Sir Edward Ooke) is .0 transcend.nt &nd 
absolute that it C&1lDot be confined, either for causes or persoDa, within 
any bounds. Parliament can regulate or new model the succession to the 
Orown; as was done in the reigns of Henry vm. aod William m. It 
can alter the .. tsblished religion of the land; as was done in a variety of 
instsn ... in the reigns of King Henry Vill and his three children. It 
can chenge &nd create efresh even the constitution of the kingdom &nd of 
Parlia.mentB themselves; as was done by the Act of Union, and the 
seveml fri"AtntM for triennial and septennial ""lAP-tionA. It CAn) in short, 

B . 



2 ANEODOTAL HI8TORY OJ!' PARLIAMENT. 

do .verything that is not Il&tnra.Ily impossibl.; and th.refore some have 
not scrupl.d to oall its pow.r. by a figure rath.r too bold. the omnipo
tence of Parliament. True it is, t.h&t what the Pa.rliament doth, no 
authority upon earth can undo. So that it is a mattsr most .... ntial to 
the lib.rti.. of this kingdom that such memb ... be delegated to this 
important trust .. are most .min.nt for their probity. tbeir fortitnde. and 
their \mowledg •. -Blackst ...... Conoment"";" . 

.. England caa never l>e Buined but by .. Pa.rliament."
It ..... a \mown apoth.gm of the grsat Lord Treasurer Burleigh tbet 
•• England could never be ruined b.ut by a Parliament;" and. as Sir 
Matth.w Hal. observee. this b.ing the highest and grsatest ccurt. ov.r 
which non. oth.r can have jurisdiction in the kingdem. if by any meane 
• misgov.rnm.nt ahould any way fall upon it. the subj.cte of this 
kingdom are l.ft withont all, maun.r of ",'!ledy.. To the eame purp088 
Monlesqui.u-though, I trust, too hastily-presages that as Rom., 
Sparta, and Carthag. beve lost their liberty and p.rished, 80 the con· 
stitntion of England will, in time, lose ite liberty-will peri.h: it will 
perish whonever the legislative power shall become more corrupt than the 
exeeutive.-Ibid. . 

Constitution of the ":E:a.r17 Councils. - Hum. thus cIssaifisa 
the various orders which composed the great councils of the nation under 
the Norman kings. .. Th. auprem. l.gislative po".r .of Eugland ..... 
lodg.d in the king and great council, or what W88 afterwards call.d the 
Parliam.nt. It is not doubted but the archbishops, bishops, and most 
considerable abbots were constituent members of the council. They sat by 
• double titl.; by prescription, .. having always possessed thnt privil.gs, 
through the whole Saxon perioc!, from the first estsblishment of Ohris. 
tianity; and by their right of beron&gs, as holding of the king in capito 
by military servic.. Th. berouo "ere anoth.r eonslitnent part JJI. 'the 
great council of the Il&tion. Th ... held imm.diately-of tbe erown by a 
milital'Y tenure; they were the most honourable mem'bel'S of the state, and 
had a right to be consulted in all public deliberationo; th.y w..... the 
immediate vassals of the crown, and owed as a service their attendance 
in tho court of their .up .... m. lord. But th ... W88 anoth.r eIssa of tho 
immediate military tenants of the crown, no less, or probably more. 
num.rouo than the berons-th. ten&nte in capite hy !might'. service; 
and thsae, however inferior in power or property, held by a tenure which 
W88 equally honourable with that of the oth.... Where .. man h.ld of the 
king ouly on. or two !might'. f .... be was .till an imm.diate vassal of the 
crown, and as such had a title to have a seat in the general councils. 
Th. ouly qneation osema to be with regard to the commouo, or the repre. 
sentatives of counties or boroughs, whether they were also, in more early 
times, con.tituent parte of Parliam.nt. It i. now agreed that the 
commons were no part of the grsat council till eome agee after tho 
Oonquest, and th.t tho militsry tonants alone of the crown composed that 
8upreme and legillative assembly." 

The l'irst Council after tbe Conquest.-Th. principl. of 
election appears to have op.rat.ed in this council, which W88 called togsthor 
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in the fourth y~ of Willi"", I. (1070). Twelve ... presentativoe (sayo l 
Oldfield) were elected in ~h county trthe whole kingdom, and were 
sworn-befo ... the King. In this Par1iament or connell the laws of Edward 

-the Confessor (by which is probably meant the common law as it p .... 
veiled during his reign) were adopted and confirmed. 

The 1'1" ...... of .. E' .... lia.ment.Q-Prof .... r Stubba remarks thet 
"the name given to the seesione of conncil (nnderthe earlyNorDum kings) 
was often expressed by the Latin colloquium; and it is by no means 
unlikely thet the name of Par1iament. which is need .. early as 1175 by 
Jordan Fa.ntosme (' sun plenier parlement ~), may have been in common 
nee. But of this we have no distinct instance in the Latin Chronicle .. for 
some yeare further. although when the term com .. into nee it is applied 
retroepectively; and in a record of the twanty .. ighth year of Henry IIL. 
the .... mbly in which the Great Charter W88 granted is mentioned 88 the 
'Parliamentum R"u.nimedm! . . It is:Grst used in E~l a rontem,. 
P~FI Writer in 12!§. n&mely. by Matthew Paris. It is a word of Italian 
o~ and may have been introduced ei1:her through the Normans, or 
£iirOugn intercourse with the French kingdom." . 

The E .... liest Becozdeci E' .... lia.m_te.-In a ... turn preeented to 
the Honea of Commono by order in 1879. giving the nomea of membe .. of 
the Lower House and their constituencies" from so remote & period as it can 
be obtained," the earliest Parliaments mentioned are the following: 1. 
l~hn J!g]Jl), sninmoned to meet at Odord. - Write addreeeed to all 
the sherur.. requiring them each to send all the knighte of their bailiwicks 
in arms; and also lour knights from their counties U ad loquendum 
nobiscum de negotiis regni nostri." 2. 10th Henry m. CJ,22Iij. summoned 
to meet at Lincoln. Write ilddreeeed to the sherur. of eight connti ... 
reqniring them each to aend four !mighte. elected by the .. militee et prohi 
hOnUnee-" of their bailiwicks, to set forth certain disputes with the sheriJfs. 
s. 38th Henry ID. (1254). eummoned to meet at W .. tminster. Every 
sherilf required to send two knighte to be elected by each connty. to pro
vide aid towarda carrying on the war in Gascony. 4. 45th Henry ID. 
(1261). oummoned to meet at Windsor. The Bishop of Woreeater. the 
Earls of Leicester and Glouceater. and other magnatee. having ordered 
t-brae !mighte from oach connty to attend an assembly at St. Alban·s. the 
King enjoins the sherilfs to eond the above·mentioned !mighte aleo to him 
at Windsor. 5. 49th Henry ID. (l264.5). summoned to meet at London. 
This appeare (""YO the return) to have been the lim complete Parliament 
consisting of elected !mighte. citizeno. and burg...... In each of th ... 
CMes DO returns of Il8mes could be found. 

The Commons lIQD1D1oned by Simon cie Montfort.-. 
Leiceeter (sayo Hume) onmmoned a .. ew Parliament in London (20th 
January. 1265) ... and he fixed this aaeembly on a more democratical- baais 
than any which had ever been B~oned since the foundation of the 
monarchy. Besides the baroD.8 of his own party, and several ecclesiastics, 
who were not immediate tenants of the crown. he ordered retuma to be 
made of two knights from each shire, and, what is more rema.rbble; of 
deputies from the horoughs-an order of men which, in former ages, had 

112 



ANECDOTAL H1STOBl! OP PABLIAMENT. 

always been regarded as too mean to enjoy a place in the national connoiL 
This period is oomm~y esteemed the epoch of the Honse of Commons in 
England." 

!rhe Writ of BummoDS to l' ... lia.ment.-Hemy Elsynge, 
clerk to the Honse of· Commons. writes. in his .. Ancient Method and 
lIlo.nner of Holding of Parlisment." (1660), .. It doth not appear by the 
firat record of summons now extant. Anno 49 Hemy m., by what warrant 
the Lord Chancellor caused the writ of Bummons to be made. The King 
was then prisoner nnto Mountford. But smely none but the King can 
!J1lDlIIlon the Parliament; and this is the reason that Henry IV .• having 
taken his liege lord. King Richard II.. prisoner. on the 20th of Auguat. 
Anno Rich. 23. did canas the wrila of aummona for the Parliamont, 
wherein ha obtained the crown. to bear date the lUth clay of theaame 
month. and the warrant to be p'" iplum JUg.". et ..... i!i .. "'. and himaelf 
to bo summoned by tho name of Hemy Dnko of Lancaotor." 

!E'he '.rUee Bstate. Bitting b7 ftemaelve •• - EJs:rnge 
recorda, .. 6th Edward m. at the Parliament hcld at York. the causo 
of BUmmona being toncbing Scot1snd. the prclates with the clergy (sat) 
!>y themselves. the dun. and. harona by themsclvee. and afterwarda they 
delivered their joint anewer to the King. In the former Perlisment of 
that year at Wootminster the canoe was touching Ireland, the pre1stes 
commlted by themaelvee. and after they gave a joint answer. and thoy all 
joined in ono grant of • oubsidy to tho King. Anno 6th Edward m .. 
O.tabis Hillarii. the pre1stes treated by themoelves. BO did the Lorda. 
and 80 did the Commons, and afterwards their joint 8D8wer was :reported 
to the King by the Bishop of Wineh .. t.r. • • Anno 50 Edward m .. the 
canas of aummons ended, the Commons were willed to withdre" them· 
.elv .. to their ancient pIaee in the Chapter House of the Abbot of West· 
millRt.er, and there to treat and consult among themselves." 

l'eouli&r DeaigDa.tionB given to 1' .... lia.m8DtB.-Many of the 
early .. "en .. the later Parliamenla acquired epeciaI nam ... by which 
they are still distinguished. The following list (in which some of the 
later pages of this .. ction are anticipated) comprises all ouch designations 
as arc of historical interest.--

ft. Mad l' ... liament.-One. of the loot of the great oonncils 
oummoned before the calling up of the Commons by Simon de Montfort 
w .. afterwarda known by this nome. givon to it by the Royalist.. .. In the 
yoar 1258 (says Gurdon). on April10t.h, a Parliament met which was called 
""anum PMUamentum. Simon Montfort. Earl of Leicester, compl&ined 
vory boldly to tho King (Henry m.), appsaliug to tho Parliament for 
justioo; upbraided tho King th.t he promoted and enriched strangers, and 
despised and wasted his own poople; nogleoted his subjeoto that faithfully 
servod him, as ho had eharged tho King aix years before; that h. had not 

l 
performed his promise of rewardiDg him lor his services and expenses in 
Gas.oigny. To which the King answered, that ho would not stand to any 
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'promise made to one that pro'rod a traitor. The earl told the 'King he lied, 
and, ....... he not a king, he would make him eat his warde." 

The Parliament de 1& Boni.-One of Edward IV. ParIiaments 
-(1821) was called .. Parliament' cie III Bond," from tho barona coming to 
Parllaroent, armed against the two Spenoo .. , wearing coloured bands upon 
their .100_ for diatinction.-Gtwdon. 

The Good P .... liam .... t.-Th. Parllaroent ass.mbled in !!lla.!5Oth 
,Edward m.) has been called by this name, in consequence of its measures 
against the corruption of the court and gnyernmpnt. Sevel'8l of the 
:r6.iDiste-rs werem.p-e&Ched. and the king's mistress, Alice Perrera, was 
mads the subject of a special censure, the Oommon. passing the following 
ordinance: .. Who..... complaints ha... been laid holore the king that 
. certain women have pursued causes and actions in the king'a court by way! 
of maintsnance, and for hire and reward, which thing displ ..... the king, 
the king forbids that any woman do it for tho future, and in particuIer 
Allce Perrers, under the penalty of forfeiting all that sho, the aaid Allce, 
can forfeit, and of being haoished out of the reslm." Ths growing &etivity 
of the Oommons in t1rls Parliament derived much encouragement from 
the Black Prinoo, whose death, however; ensued aeon after, and Jehu 
of Gaunt obtained a new Parllaroont, which undid the work of its 
predecessor. . . 

The Wonderful, ." lIiEerciless Parliament.-The ParlI&ment 
which ..... summoned in the eleventh year of Riohard II. (Feb. 3rd, 1388) 
has hoen called by &OmS historians .. tho Pa.rllaroent that ..... ught 
wonders j U by others, "the Mercilesa Parliament." In it articles of 
high tresaon ... ere exhibited sgainat tho King'. ministers, who "'ere, 
accordingly, sentenced to death or banishment.-Parry'. II Parliament. 
0' England." 

'.rhe Shortest Parliament.-The shortest Parllament ever held 
was thet which mat on the 30th of September, 1399, and ast but for 
a singi day, on which it deposed Richard n .. II The deposition of 
Rlohar ( .. yo Hume) diasol'rOd tho ParlI&ment; it was neoassary to 
summon 8 new one; and Henry, in eix days after) called together without 
any new election the same members, and this assembly he denominated a 
Jl'ew Parliament." 

The VDlea.rned P .... liament.-Speaking of this Parllaroent, which 
..... mbl . 1404, L rd O&m bell~, the recklassnesa of the OommQJL8 
may have arise 0lIlJ!l eIr not vins:.. hAd a single l&wyer &mopg'. them. 
L. cellor Beaufort, in rreDiliig the writs -orSiilnmon., megsIIy I 
inserted a prohibition that any apprentioo or other man of the I.e. .. should 
be elected. In return for such a .1Ight our I.e. .. books and hietorians have 
bianded this Parllaroent with the name of Parli __ 'ndoctum, or 
the n U DIeamed Parliament." 

The ParlialiLent of Bata,-In the 4th of Henry VI. (1426) a 
Parliament W88 summoned to meet at Leiceeter, and orders were sent 
to the members thet they should not wear sword§. au they """,e to the 
Parliameiit;1Ii:e m~~!u~~6e_!8' with long, et&Bea, from whence the 
Parllaroent gc>t1:lie"name of "the Tai-TlAmAllt of .ts." And "hen the 



6 .ANECDOTAL HISTORY OF PARLIAMBN'l'. 

~ I hats were prohibited, the members bed recourse to ston.. and lAaden 
plummete.-Gurcltm', " HiBtOf'jf of Pa.UamenI." 

fte Jliabolical P ..... lia.meat.-!n the 38th year of H.nry VI. 
(1459) • ParHament was snmmoned to meet on the 20th November, 
at Ooventry. It was th.re enacted thet all 8Uch knI~hte of any connty 88 

, w.re returned .to the ParHament by virtu. of the King's letters, without 
any other election, ehould b. good, and that no .h.riJf, for retnrning th.m, 
should incnr the pain therefor provided in the Act of the 23rd of Henry VI. 
The Queen and her party carried all before them in this Parlliunent, 
which, from ite works, was called PMUamenlum diabolicum.-Ibid. 

, / The Addled P""lia.ment.~This nama 11'88 given by the King's 
v' party (Jamee I.) to the ParHamOllt which met on the 5th of April, 1614-

It.bed been snmmoned in ths expectation that it would grant aupp1ies, 
but it insisted on the previous disc1l88i.OD of grievances, and. 88 it proved 
obdnnte, it was diaaolved on the 7th of Jnne, without having p8B8ed 
• single bilL Prior to the meeting of this ParHament, certain of the 
King's ministers (among th.m ~d Som.~ undertook thet they 

L,would 80 manage the Oommon8_~~c:Die'tlie~ neeessa.ry vOf.es. This 
promiao got wind, and the miiiiBters were freely'spoken of .. undertaker. 
-& .ireumotence to which the King thus alluded in hie opening opoMh: 
n For undertaker •• he Dever was 80 base to call or rely on any." 

fte Short l' .... lia.ment.-Th. fonrth ParHam.nt eaIled by Chari .. I. 
is known by this nam.. It m.t on the 13th of April, 1640-the first 
ParHam.nt sine. the diaoo1ution of 1629-and was diaoo1ved after a aeeaion 
of three weeks ouly, on the 5th of May. N.ver since the institution of 
regular Parliam.nte bed there been so long an interval without on., as 
that which preceded the summoning of this .... mbly. 

The loong P""lia.meat.-Th. Long ParHament, or the fifth of 
Ohar1ea L, .... mbled November S. 1640-". ParHamont which many. 
hefore that time. thought would n.ver hove bed & beginning. and after. 
wards that it would never have had an encl." It W&8, however. abrnptly 
and violently dispersed by Oromwell. April 20th. 1653. (See" Peraonal .. 
I19CtioD. under u OromwelL.") After many 'Vicissitudes, in which fragments 
of this Parlliunent were called together again and again for apeeial 
purp..... the appearance of legal dieaolution waa given by & bill for 
"Dissolving tho ParHament begun and hold.n at W .. lminoter 8rd of 
November. 1640. and that the day of diaaolution ehaIl be from this day, 
March 16th. 1659.... Macaulay d •• cribe. it as .. thet renown.d Par1ia
ment which. in spite of ~rs and di8B8tera. is justly entitled to the 

{

roverenc. and gratitude of all who. in any part of the world •• njoy the 
bl.aainga of c .... titutionai governm.nt." On the other hand. Qobbctt. in 
his II Par1iamautary History," observes, U Thus ended the L~liament, 
which, with innumerable alterations and several intermisSiOl18,Jii(l con-
tinued tho s£ourge of the na.tion for nearly twenty years." . 

!'ride'. l'urge. When the Oommo,," ware to meet on Doe. 6th, 

• 1660, aocordina' to modem reckoning, the YffIl' formerb' oommenoina' on the 
25th of !dorch. 
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1648,' Hume says, Colonel Pride. formerly a drayman. eDvironed the 
House with two regiments, and, directed by Lord Grey of Groby, he 
seized in tho ~ forty.one members of the Presbyterian party, and 
_t them to .. low room, which passed by the appoll&tion of .. hen," 
whence they were a.fte~ carried to several Ums. Above 160 members 
.more were excluded, and DODe were allowed to enter but the moat furious . 
and the most determined of the Independents; and these exceeded not 
"the number"of fifty or sixty. This invasion of the Parliament commonly 
passed 1Ulder the name of f( Colonel Pride's Purge," so much 1ra8 the 
nation dieposod to make merry with tho dethroning of those members who 
had 'Violently arrogated the whole authority of govtll"llDlOllt, and deprived 
the King of hie legal prerogativoo. The remaine of the Parliament were 
ealled the U Rump." . 

The 'Bumpa-u The nickname originated," says Isaac D'Israeli, U in 
derision on the oxpuleion of the majority of the Long Parliameut by the 
.... urping minority. The eoneetor of • The Rump Songa' telle us, • If. 
you ask who named it Bump, know OW... eo etyled in an honeat aheet 
of prayer ealled the Bloody Rump, written belore the tri&l of our late 
6Ovet'eign; but the word obtaiDed not lDliversal notice till it flew from the 
mouth of Major.Goners! Brown, at a public ..... mbly in the days of 
Richard Cromwell' n 

The Little, .... Barabone's l'arJia.ment.-The Parliament to 
which these names have been given was summoned by Cromwell, and met 
for the first time July 4th, 1653. A hundred and fDrty ... mmonaee to it 
were issued, IIld of the partiee lIUDUIlouod ouly two did not attend. 
Hume BaYS, .. Among the fanatics of the HOWie there was an aetiv, 
member much noted for hiS lOng prayen, sermons, and harangues. He 
..nra leather-seller in London, hie name Praise-God Barebone. Thie 
ridicllIous name, whieh seems to have been chosen by some" poet or 
aJIegorist to suit ao ridiculous .. peraonage, .trock the fancy of t·he 
people, and they commouly allixed to the .... mbly the appelletion of 
• Barebone's Parliament.'" This assembly sat until the 12th of Decem. 
her, 1653, when it resigned its powers into the honde of Oromwell. 

The Convention, .... Healing P.."liament.-Thie name was 
applied III the Parliament which met on the 25th of April, 1660, and, .. 
few days alter, restored Charles II.~ measure which, it W88 hoped, would 
·u heal " all rem&ining wounds a.ud differences existing in the nation. 

The Dranken P.."liament.-The first Parliament which met in 
·Scotland after the Restoration of Char1ea n. acquired this name. Sir 
W~ter Scott, in. his n Tales of a Grandfa.ther," &S, U When the Seotit:il 
P liament met, the members were, in D18Dy instances. under the mflnenee .. ~ 
-o(inne, and they wf,remore th&li once" oblig&rlO-aajOlirn, cause the 
roy;;r-commissioner (Middleton) was too intoxicated to behave properly 
in the chair. It 

The Longest, .... PensiOl1&r7 P .... liament~This Parliament 
-&ometimes ealled u the Long Parliament," until tha.t 1l&1Il8 became 
mora distinctly appropriated to the .... mbly of l~w&& summoned to 
meet at Westminater on the 8th of May, 1661, and W&8 not cIiasolved untU 
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the 24th 'of January, 1679. It th"" .xisted for nearly .ighteen yea.... It· 
derived its IU\m3 of U V8Dsionary" from the fact that mBn.I of its membe1'8 
were in the habit of ~ceiymg. bnbes hOm the ~aD.d· the -~ters; 
anilinlmnlllro1ioen discov.red tIuit80m. of th.m were in the pay of the 
Conrt of Franc.. • 

Parliament....,. HoBtagea.-Oldfi.ld recorde that in the sixth 
year of King John (1205) a Parliament was held, .t which the childr.n of' 
the haro1lS w.re required as hostages for their aII.gienc.. . 

An Unwise C01IDaellor.-Henry ill., b.ing straitened for money, 
issued • warrant ord.ring tha nobl .. to meet him in London. Accord· 
.ingly, on the dey of St. HiJary,1237,. conntl ... multitud. pro .. eded to 
the palac •• t Westminster to h .... the King'. pleasure. Having beard 
witb coneternatlon the royal d.mend for • thirti.th of all movahle pro
perty, th.y w .... abont to retire for the purpo .. of consultation, .... hen 
Gilbert Bassett aaid to Henry, in the h.aring of all, .. My lord King, 
send BODle one of your friends to be present at the conference of your 
barons. U In reply to his speech, Richard Percy said, II What is it. 
friend Gilbert, that you said P Are we, too, foreigners; and are we not 
among the number of the King'. fri.nde P" And Gilb.rt felt himaelf 
rebuked for hi. nnpl.asant spesch.-MattheID PaN. 

Selection of Partial Parliament&.-In ancient tim.. it was 
ordinary for kings to make • show of summoning p ... liam.nta, wh.nas 
prop.rly th.y were but parliam.ntary mo.tings of som. such lords, cl.rgy. 
and others as the King s&w most convenient to drive on his own designs ; 
and therefore ws lind that Henry ill., .bout the latter part of hia reign. 
wh.n hia governm.nt drsw towarde the drsgs, h. having in the kingdom 
two hnndred and fifty b .... ni ... he summoned Wlle on. of th ... parliamen. 
tary meetings but fiv ...... d.tw.nty barons and on. hnndred and fifty of 
hie clergy.-Nathanie~ Baoon'. II DiBcour., on 1M GotJermn.enI of 
England." 

lII'eglect oftbe EiDg'a 81U1L1DonB to Parlia.ment.-Edward ill., 
being troubled with • quarreJ between the two Arehbiehopa of Canterbury 
and York concerning superiority in bearing the 01'U88, and the important 
&train of Scot.land 80 urging, summoned a Parliament at York, which was 
fain Ie be delayed and adjourn.d for want of appearano., and more 
elf.otuel summOD8 isau.d forth; but .t the dey uf adjournment none of 
tb. eI.rgy of the provinc. of Canterbury would be the ... ; and upon this 
o .... ion the Parliament waa not euJy interrupted in their proceedings. 
but an ill precedent w.. mad. for m.n Ie be bold with the King'. 
summons in such cases as liked not them j and thereupon a atatute was 
made to enforce obedience upon citizens and burgesses, and Buch eoole .. 
siasti •• as h.ld per baroniam. Nor did Edward m .••• r altar hold the 
pres.nce of the pr.latoB .t so high repute at snoh meetings; and there •. 
foro BUlDmoued them, or 80 many of them 88 he thought meet for the 
occasion-aometimea more, sometimes fewer j and at II! Parliament in his 
forty.and ••• '·OIlth year h. summon.d onI:r four bi.hops and fi .... bbola. 
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Albeit the clergy etill made their claim ef "rote. and desired the BBJIIe 
to be entered upon record.-Ibid. 

Bepresen1ia.tioa ... llzpensive :r.1U!:UY.-A correepondent of 
Notes """ Queries writes,-" Whatever oetimate the people of the 
_nt dey may put upon the el"!:!Lvo franc!!iee. it would .. em the~ 
~eoetors held the prime&!! vo!"llightlr; for. although the ~~to be 
recen .. ea by memliiirS Of Parliem~ were Ii.ed by the 16th of Edward ll. 
at th.low rate of48:&aay"f'Ori knight of the ehire. and 2 •. for a citizen 1 
or hurgeee.yet w. are told by Pijiiii. that ,y berouKh.UI.,tjtj!llled wk. 
ex~m ~ffing . .!!!'!..lllberB to PEliemen.~JlCCQJ1Il1i~; 
and in a n<!te to • Bleckston ...... learn thet from the 33rd Edward ill .• 
uniformly throngh the five 81lcoeeding reigne, the sheriJ! of Lanoaehire 
returned thet the ... were no oiti .. or boroughe in his county thet ought or 
... ere ueed, or eould. on _t of their poverty. eend any citizene or 
burgessea to Parliament. There were some instances where even a less 
enm than that eelablished by etatute wae allowed; and it is on record 
thet ~~J.irJohn S~~. the member for Dunwich. ~ 
tab a cade and ~barrel ef herringe &8 a cO!'!l""'itio}L!>!.J!iI! 
~.. . 

A lIIrembv Saing f01' his Wagea.-Hatsell recorde thet Mr. 
Hall, member for Grantham, having published a book in L'iSO .... hich ga ... 
olfence to the Ho ..... W&8 ordered to be upelled, fined, and imprieoned. 
On the 21st of November. lli86. Mr. Markham, then member for Grantham. 
inform.d the Honee. on the part of the inhabitents of that borough. that 
Mr. Arthur Hall, at one time their member. had brought a writ· for his 
wages (amongat other tim .. ) fur his attendance at the late aession of 
Parliament. holden at W.stminsler in the tw.nty ....... nth year of Queen 
Elizabeth. during which time h. did not e ..... in the Ho..... A committee 
appointed by the Ho .... desired him to remit the said ... agee. which ha did 
.. freely 8Ild frankly.". 

Safety &Ild Quietude fol' lIIremb ..... -A Parliament W&8 enm'. 
moned by Edward ill. to meet at Westmineter, March 12th. 1332, the 
81lmIDone reciting the King'e reaeone for calling th.m. Wb.re-thet we 
may ... (as78 Joshua Barnee) what prudent eare W&8 th.n taken by theee 
augnet aseembliee thet their d.hates should not b. awed by fear or 
disturbed by tumul_it wae firet byth •• King'e ord.r proclaimed, "That 
no man, upon pain of forf.iting all his. mbetance. should presume to .... 
or wear any coat of metal. or other weapon, offensiv.e or defensive. in 
London, Westmineter, or the euburbs of the 88me. And a\ao that during 
the time of this 8888ioD no games or other plays of men, women, or children 
should be ueed in Weetmineter, to the dist11rbanca of the Parliement." 
A Parliament met at York in th.follewing year. On the firet day of t.h.ir 
sitting commandment wae gi .. en to the Mayor ef York. in pre .. nce of the 
King and all hie Parliement. to ... the King' •. peace k.pt in the said city 
and 81lburbs thereof, and .to arrest all that offend.d against it. Also. 
proolamation to be made against weepone and pla78, by the et.ward and 

• See If Pa.rliamentary Uaagee-P&yment of Members." 
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-w. w.... tJoo J... wIme tJoo P r t ... ami lIT tJoo _ 
......... tJoomy • 

.Aa Bad:T .......... U· _ m I' ~'!r. _.-
C-...... _. 1311 .... SiIr ~ <Ie .. Jl-.bigIm ... .-
..... w~,- .... s,...m,"'''';'' __ ' J 
_ tJoo _ ..... __ tJoo tide. Sir ~ _ _ (,.,... .-
NP.di __ 1uy BDoiGry., ....... "piol t_ ... ...oJ.. '!Imii _ ... 
lad to. __ "- tIIeir """'" body; ... .. • .. i' ' .... if 
... .......w ""'-to""~_ tIIeir ' _ it ...ps 
to lie __ ...,.." .... "",.1 __ tJoo said pla<e. Be ......... .... 
..... leal. of elliniry hnW .... _Iised. w .!Ddt .... __ ..... .. 
.. _ .... ; __ .... IITtJoo......,. of ..... _, tJoo '-... tJoo ..... 
diIl_ ....td doily .. -

A I'aWIfal ~ 1"-ni'+rl Sir Poler <Ie .. __ , efefted 
~ arllpE!llbr" -tJoo ~ P_1j ... D(p,5)._W'" 
hoidaeM .. IlehaIf ., _ body ............ .........,q- -... -* 
...... The deatII ., tJoo Biod Pr;.ee ...... lad.. I ..... 
pic • fiBglO. left po:nrer ia tJoo ~ of J'_ of G.omt,opiasi __ ... 
_ frieado u.ey lad .... din!decL The P ... ia ___ Ij ;...'", ___ to...-. ..... p.r iolali;steps........ q e 
., .. petro.- ..... -'1ecl; ad Poler lie ...... __ .. 
1Ief_ .... King' ........ _imptiBmkd. A .... P."Iia __ iaJ'..-y. 
1377. _ paimo ~ lJeiaK epued to -....," ii; __ (,.,... P,cfe 
I!tabho) it .... _ ..- .. 'II'lIiril fIllY deIiaiie &ip& ... _ !.Ie.
... oItempt to ~ tile eIee_ for. poIiti<aI......-. Sir 7-.s 
BaagorfonJ, tile Dub of I. ..or • ........w. &ad _ ., tJoo bigIda ., 
......... W Wille ............ .,.. .. , A oUcag a' ',>..mIy 
......... _ed to prueant tile reIoeoe of Sir Peter lie .. __ .... .... 
Loudoaen iIIIIioIed _ ile oI!mdd ...-.. fair mal; ila:I ... __ ... " .. 
in pritoD oome.....nho, 1IIlUl tile _w • ..- of tile jubiJee of .... oIol ~. 
EchnrdIU 

A Bo7aI A ____ -OJdlieId !eWes ..... ia ........ til r- of 
Rieliard n (l3S7) tile C_ ...... IIlOOOIIge to tile ~. ia -.hidt 
~ -.d that if tile ~ shall wilfully eoinDge il_ "- ... 
ParIiomeDl. ond lie aboeJd from ...... for .... _ of fIIriy...,... ii shall 
lie IawfgJ for ali ond nf!r1 of ........ _ any damage "- .... ~. 
to go home ond mummtoOJeir ...... eouabiBo. • ADd_"..., ft ctJDlimoe 
.... _. -for. ioager _ ...... aboeJded ;yvarself._ ilne 
.."".... to eome among them," 

Aa Earl'. ApologJ'.-In • Parliameid of Rioluud n. held &i . 
W __ • l~. tile Earl of Anmde1 exhibited a eomp1oiat agaiasI tile 
Dub of Loaeaater. eOD8istiDg of four distinct ehargos. To tile __ 
tim tile Jl:iDg \rimaeH auswered and allirmed _ .hal tile Dub of 
LaD ...... had d.... ... ali right and good. And his 1Ilajeoty. 'lritil tile 
....... 1 of th. Lorda •• -.ardod lhal th. oaid earl ohould uk .... duke'. 
pardon. m fun Partiameul. ODd in th. Tf!rY __ follo...m,r ... hid, ... 
BpOk ... cordingly, .. Sir. Sith .... 1 il seemolh to tile lI:iDg and other 
lords. and eke that ... h h.", hath loeen ao mieklo grieYed ond dispIoaaod 
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by my words; it forethinketh, and I beseech you of your grace and lord. 
ship to quit me your man-tallant."-Pwrlialnentary History. 

The House of Commons maJdng a Scapegoat.-While, in the 
early Parliaments, the House of Comm._o~_s occasionallLs.l!9)i:e out wifl!. 
boldness, it l!~ often'yeatfr.!IJj:heIl:.!l:r~~~~~nt. t~ l!lelli.t~d 
~uncil with great subserviency. The following instance is given in 
the "Parliamentary History:""1ii. 1397 the House oTDommons required 
of the King (Richard II.), amongst other demands, an avoidance. of the 
extravagant expenses of the King's household, and that bishops and ladies, 
who had no particular business there, should be forbidden to frequent the 
court. The King, hearing of this, was highly incensed, and charged the 
Speaker, Sir John Bussy, upon his allegiance to inform him who it was 
that had brought the matter into Parliament. The Commons, on being 
told the King's mind in a conference WIth the Lords, made a most submis
sive and even abject apology for their presumption; gave up the name of 
the person who had brought it into their House-one Thomas ~axey, clerk; 
and furthermore, proceeded to try poor Thomas Haxey, clerk, and con
demned him to die the death of a traitor. The King then informed the 
Commons that he, out of his royal benignity and gracious seigniory, freely 
excused them. The scapegoat also came in for a share in the royal 
clemency, his life being spared on the petition of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury and the other prelates; but this was chiefly on account of his 
clerical capacity. 

A Suicidal Parliament and a Suicidal Xing.-A Parliament, 
elected (writes Professor Stubbs} under .the undisguised influence of 
Richard II., met at Westminster on the 17th of September,1397. The 
King's . agents in the House of Commons were Sir John Bussy, the 
Speaker, Sir Henry Green, and Sir William Bagot. The Chancellor 
declared in his opening speech that the cause of summons was to establish 
the King in his rights, and to consult on the revocation of all measures 
by which those rights were diminished. . The whole of the acts of the 
Parliament of February, 1388, were, at the prayer of the Commons, 
declared null, and the persons prejudiced by those acts were restored to 
all their rights. Large subsidies were granted, some of them for the term 
of the King's life. "The last Act (says Stubbs) of this suicidal Parliament 
was to delegate their authority to eighteen members chosen from the 
whole body: ten lords temporal, of whom six were to be a quorum, two 
'earls as proctors for the clergy, and six members of the House of Commons, 
three or four to be a quorum. All these were men whom the King 
believed to be devoted to his interests, and whom he had spared no means 
to attach to himself. He held, therefore, his Parliament in his own 
"hand. . . It was a resolute attempt not to evade, but to destroy, 
the limitations which for nearly two centuries the nation, first through the 
baronage alone, and latterly through the united Parliament, had been 
labouring to impose upon the King." These acts laid a foundation for 
the downfall of Richard in 1399. In the articles of accusation on which 
his deposition was grounded, the delegation of the powers of Parliament 
to a committee of estates, and the fraudulent nse of that delegation 
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to engross the entire authority in his own hoods. were prominent 
features. 

A l'i01UJ Subaidy.-Hen,.,. IV. called • Parliamant which met 
October 6th, 1404. "The Chancellor," says Lord Campbell, U in a speech 
from the text • Bez t7oca1rit amw68 ferrm,' having pressed most urgently 
for supplies. tho Oommone came in a body. and, the King being on tho 
throne. propooed thet without bnrdsning hie people he might supply hie 
oc_ono by seWng on the revenu .. of the clergy. Archbishop Arundel 
replied thot the stripping the cl.rgy of their .. tot.. would put a stop to 
their praye .. night and day for the w.lfare of the State. The Speaker of 
the Oommono. standing at the bar. smiled and said openly thot he thought 
tho proye .. of the Ohnrch a .. e,.,. alender supply." 

BoyaJ. Bewa.rda to the SpeaJre".-Of the Parliament which 
assembled at W ootminster March lot. 1406. Sir John Tibetot w" chooen 
Speaker. Sir John .xcused himaelf on account of his youth and other 
caneeo; n.verlh.I .... tho King confirmed hie slcction.· This youthful 
Speak.r appssre to have discbarged hie functions to the ootiofaction of 
tho Oonrt at le .. t; for at the e100e of the Parliament the King. to ehow 
his generosity and gratitude to Sir John, grouted to him. in fee. all the 
lands and hereditameute of Richard ap GriJlith ap Voethno. in tho 
counti .. of Oarmarthen and Oardigen. and elsewhere in the principality 
of South Walee. forfeited to the King by his being an adherent to Owen 
Glendow.r. rebal and traitor; and slso tho office of keeper of the forests 
of Weyhridge and Sopley. in the county of Huntingdon. without any feo 
or out paymente; and further. tho goods and chettole of Peter Priowick. 
carpenter. a felon. amounting to £150. He was aftonrarda made Earl of 
Worc .. ter.-P .... liamenlary HiBlory. 

The :r.oNs and the l'rivilege of the COmmo .... -From tho 
.... of Speaker Thorpe it is quite evident (writ.. Mr. Jameo Gairdner) 
thot in the daye'of H...,.,. VI. the privilegeo of tho lower chomber w_ 
entirely in the keeping of the Honee of Pee... Speaker Thorpe bed been 
arreotsd in l4.58. during the parliamenta,.,. ........ at tho ouit of Richard, 
Duke of York. The action was for treopeas; Thorpe .... cast in damegeo 
of £1000. and he still lay in prison in the following February "hell 
Parliament reaooemhled. The Oommon8 at once petitioned for the libe .... 
tion of their Speaker ... without him they could not proceed. and slso of 
another member who was incarcerated at the same time. The Duke of 
York'. counsel, in the Lords. oppoeed the application. explaining the dr. 
cnmstan... of the..... The Lords, being anxiOUB to p ..... rve the 
Iibertioa and privilegea of tho lower honoo. asked tho opinion of the 
judg", and tho judgoa made • very caroful reply. They declarod .. thot 
they ought not to answer to that quootion. for it heth not been nood afore
t.imo thot the juaticoa should in any wise determine the privilege of this 
High Oonrl of Parliament; for it is .0 high and .. mighty in ito nature 
that it may make law. and thot thot is law it may make no law. and tho 
determination and. knowledge of thet privilege bBl<mg.th 10 "'" Lordi of 
the Parliament. and not to tho justieea." They ouly added thet there .... 
110 uioting form of procedure to quash all prooaeoea against privileged 
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members;' otherwise privilege in such' caaes 88 treason, felony, and othel' 
.erions olfences would he & manifest interference.nth justice; but thet in 
mmOl' cases a member a.rrested was allowed to make. his attomey and 
attend in Parliament. On this opinion the Lords determined thet Thorpe 
should remain in prison, and the Oommons were commanded to elect 
another Speaker. 

l'etition aga.iD.at .. oTuc1ge.-In 1434 (IS Hemy VI.) a petition 
was presented to the Commons of England sgsinst Sir William Paston, 
knight, a judge of the Court uf Common Pleas, by Willi .... DsIling. The 
fact thet the Commons ..... appealed to on such a matte., at this ... ly .m 
in our recorda, is worth notice. The petition is thus given in Sir John 
Feun's .. Paston Letters":-u Please it to the right sage and wise 
Commons of this present Pa.rli&ment, that wh ... (aa) .very justice of the 
King is swom that h. should not take no fees or .. wa.rd. for to he uf 
COI1IlSOl witll no man, but ouly with our .overeign lord the King, and 
th.reto th.y he swom. PleaBe it to (the) Commons uf the present Pa.rlia
ment thet William Peston, on. uf the justices uf our .ov ... ign 10m (the) 
King. taketh div ... foes ·and rewa.rde of dive .. p.rsons within the shires 
of Norfolk and Suffolk, and is withhold with every matter in the said 
counti .. ; that is 10 .. y-Of the town uf Ya.rmouth, lB. yearly; uf the 
Abbot of St. Benet'e, 268. 8d. [seversI more &1"0 h.re instanced]; and of 
Katherine Shelton, 10 marks (£6 ISs. 4d.), against the King, for to b. uf 
her counsel for to destroy the right of the King and uf his WaM-that is 
for to say, Ralph, son and heir of John Shelton." In a note prefixed to 
this p.tition, it is mentioned that Sir Willi .... Paston was born in IS78, 
b ....... a judg .. of the Common Pleas in 1480, and from the propriety of 
his conduct was called If the Good Judge." 

Henry nIl.'. Method with the CommoDB.-The lIlinistel'il of 
Henry VID., 88YO Oldfield, .. !'loved in 1536 that a hill be brought in to 
dissolve snch moD88teriea as had not above £200 per &nnum in land. 
Th. bill remeined 80 long in the Hoose thet. the King, who w .. impatient 
to have it passed, took upon himeelf to erpedite ite progreoa. H. aent for 
the membe .. to attend him in his gallery, when, having k.pt them waiting . 
for a consid.rable tim., h. told th.m fi.reely thet if the bill did not paoa 
it would coat many uf them their haade." It is also <elated that while the 
opposition of the Commons to the imposition lasted, Henry aent for alllr. 
Edwa.rd lIlontague, who had consid ... ble in1Ioence in the Honse, and ..ad, 
.. Ho, man! will th.y not _ my bill to paso P" and, laying his hand 
on Montague's head, who was then on his knees before him, U Get my bill 
passed by to-morrow, or .lee io-morrow this head of yonm will b. ofl." 
The bill was p .... d, and 1Ilr. lIlontague's head WIlB p.rmitted to remain 
upon his should ... . 
. . Orienta.). Adulation.-In 15S7 an insult was put upon the Hons. of 

Commons, which shows (O&ys Lom C .... pbell) the degmded atate to which' 
Parli&ment was reduced in the .. ign of Henry VID. On the recommen. 
dation of the Court, Rich, whose bad chal'BCter was notorious, and who 
wee hardly free from any vic. .xcept hypocrisy, was elected Speak ... 
He repsid this promotion by comparing the King, on the first day uf the 
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.... ion, for prudence to Solomon, for atrength to Samson, and for beauty 
to Absa.\olI>; and on the /,,:t to the son, thet warms, enlightens, and 
invigorates the universe. Lord Campbell also remarks that, 88 eastern 
deapotiam was eatabIished in England under Henry VlII., there was 
introduced a near approximation to the eastern custom of prostration 
before the Bovereign. On the last day of the .... ion of 1540, as often as 
any piece of flattery pecnIiarly fulsome was addressed tothe King by tit. 
Speaker or the Chancellor~ "enryman stood up and bowed themselT8s to the 
throne, and the King returned the compliment by a gracious nod from it." 

Bribing lIII:embers with l'oreigD lIII:oney.-In 1544 (writes 
Gurdon), the Londone .. not liking the intended IIlRITiege of Mary with 
the Prince of Spain, the Parliament was aummoned to meat .t Oxford. 
Against the calling • new Parliament great Bums of money were remitted 
hy the Emperor (Cherles V.) to Gardiner, to soften the leading nobility. 
and carry elections for commoners that would comply with the designs of 
the Court. Lord Chenoellor Gardiner heving granted pensions to many 
of the leading members of the House of Commona, thereby aoftened them. 

Commencement of the .T01U'Il8ls at the CommOJUl. - A 
Parliament was called to meet at Westminster on the 4th of N ovember,~ 
1547, in the first year of the reign of Edward VI. The" Parliamentary 
History" says, It We are now come to a period from which the Journals 
of the House of Commons are extant. The first Tolume, which begins 
with the reign, cont.ains little more than a diumaJ. 81lCcinet account of 
proceedings in reading bills, &0. The J ournaIa of the Lords "'" more 
explicit in the reign before us than those of the Comm0D8." 

SeceBBion of lIII:emb ...... from the Commons. In the Parlia
ment which .... mbled 11th November, 1554, the first of Philip and Mary, 
the legialative enactmenta of the thrae previo"" reigns against Roman 
Catholicism were repealed. .. A cUeumatance occurred of & very extra
ordinary uamre in this.Parliament" (says the nParliamentary History"), 
"and the like of which we h&ve Dot before met with.. This was • 
'YOlllDtary secession of some members of the COmDlODS. who actually left 
the House when they 88" the majority inclined to ascrifioe everything to 
the miDiBtry. Lord Coke, who. in order to do honour to their memories. 
hes preserved their namea in his 'Institutes,' Btatea that the Coer! 
resented this sep8l'8tioo. of the members, and ordered the Queen's 
Attorney.General to indict them in the Conrt of Queen'. Bench. Six 
of them were 80 timorous as to submit to the mere,. of the Court. and 
paid their lin... All the rest, amongst .. hom was that famous lawyer 
Plowden, traversed; but judgment against thom was prevented by the 
Queen's death." 

The Commons ana the SUPp>'BllSed. lIII:onasteries.-In 1557 
,it W88 stated (writea Oldfield) that Queen Mary intended to rebuild the 

monasteriea·and restore the landa which had \teen alienated. ~.Th. know. 
ledge of this intent,ion created ouch warmth of dehete in the Oommons 

• For later blBUu..08II lee It ParU.mentar;r SeceasiODa" in the KiHella.D.evu 
~iOD. 



RlSB AND PllOGBBSS Oli' PAllLIAMBNTAllY INSTITUTIONS. lli -that several of the members laid their hands on their swords, saying, 
"They knew how to defend their own pl'Operties." This put a stop ~ 
the intentions of the .ourt. ~. 

The Four Bequests.-Hake"el writes, in hi ... Modus Tenendi 
Parliamentom. or Old Manner of holding Parliaments" (1670). that Sir 
Thom&8 Gargrave •• hosen Spewr. in the first year of Elizabeth ... made 
the four requests, ever since and now usually made by·most Speakers, as 
appears by hi. oration, First, for free ac .... to the Queen. Se.ondly. 
liberty of speeeb. Thirdly. for priviledge from &lTOsta. Fourthly. that 
hie mistaking might not prejudi.e the House." 

A CautioD..-Coke. Solicitor General. being chosen Speakm: b 1592. 
made these requests through Lord Keeper Puckering (himself a forme. 
Speaker), and received for answer: II Privilege of speech is granted, but. 
you must· know what privilege you have. not to speak every one what he 
listeth or what cometh into his brain to utter, but your privilege is for 
ouch speech &It eball be used with judgment and sobriety. Wberofore. 
Mr. Speaker, her Grace's pleastu'e is that if you perceive any idle head& 
that stick not to hazard their own estates, which will meddle with reform
ing the Church and transforming the Commonwealth. and ewbit any 
bills to such purpose, you receive not those bills till they have been shown 
to those who ean bettar jndge of su.h things." 

'!'he "Meddlesome" CommolLS.-A. Parliament met in April, 
1571. and eoon after (writas Hallam) it bee&me the common whieper that 
no one must speak against lic.n •••• le.t the Qneen and Conncil ebonld 
be angry. And at the close of the sS88ion the Lord Keeper severely 
reprimanded those audacious, arrogant, a.nd presumptuous members who 
had .aIlad her Maje.ty's grants and prerogatives in qUestion. meddling 
with msttars neither pertaining to tbem nor within the .apacity of thei. 
nnderstanding. 

:E'requdnt Committals to the Tower.-At the meeting 0"
Parliament. in February. 1575-6. Peter Wentworth broko onto in a speech 
of uncommon boldness, against Queen Elizabeth's arbitrary encroach .. 
ments on their privilegos. The liberty of free spe.ch. he said, had in 
the last two sessions been 80 many ways infringed, that they were in 
danger. while they contented. themselves with the name, of losing and 
foregoing the thing. It W&8 .ommon for a rnmonr to spread through that 
House, .. the Queen likes or dislikes nch a matter; beware what you do." 
:Messages were even sometimes brought down either commanding or 
inhibiting. very injnriono to the libertl of debsts. After surprising 
the House by the bold words, U None is without fault, no, not our noble 
Queen, but has committed great and dangerous faults to herself." he went 
on to tax her with ingratitude and unkindness to her .ubjects. in a strain 
perfectly free indeed from disaffection, but of more TUde censure than 
any kings would pnt up with. • • Wentworth had gone to a length 
which ahmnt!d the House of Commons. They judged it expedi.nt to 
prevent an unpleasant interr.;'rence by sequestering their member, and 
appointing a committae of all the Privy Conn.illors in the House to 
.:wnine him. Wentworth de.linad their authority. till they .. sured him 
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that they ..t as members of the CommODB and not as Conneillol'll. After 
s long examination, in which he not only behaved with intrepidity, but, 
aceording to his own stat_t, reduced them to conf ... the trnth of all 
h. advanced. th.y mad ... report to the Houee. who oommitted him to the 
Tow.r. He had lain th.re .. month when the Queen eent word that ah. 
remitted h.r clispleasnl'8 towarde him. and referred his enlargement to 
the HooSe. who re1eased him upon .. reprimand from the Speaker. &ad an 
acknowledgment of his fault. upon his kn.... • • In the eeeeion of 
1587-8. Wentworth iDsieted that aome questione of his propoeing ahould 
be read to the Houee. Thess queri .. were to the following pnrport, 
., Whether this counell was not a plaee for any member of the 8&lDe, 
freely and without oontrol, by bill or epeeah. to utter any of the griefs of 
this commonwealth P Wh.th.r there be any connell that Can mat •• add. or 
diminjsh from the laws of the realm, but only this council of parliament P 
Wheth.r it be not against the ord.rs of this connell to mat. any .. eret 
or matter of w.ight, which is here in hand, known to the prince or any 
other. without eoneent of the Honea P .. with ethore to eimUar elfeet. 
Th ... questiODB Serjeant Pickering. the Spealrer. inetead 1It'-m.g 
th.m to the Houae. ahowed to .. eonrti.r. through whoee means Went
worth was committed to the Tower. Others who had spoken in favour of 
his motion nnd ..... nt the eam. fate. Again. in 1593. on the ftry first 
day of the seeeion, the nnoonquerable P.ter Wentworth. with another 
member. p .... nted .. petition to the Lord Keeper. desiring .. the Lorde of 
the Upper Honea to join with them of the Low .. in imploring her 
ll&jest;y to entail the ou""";on of the crown. for whieh they had 
ulraady prepared a hill." This st&p drew down. as m118t have been 
.xpected. the Queen's indignation. Thsy were summoned before the 
Connell. and oommitted to dilf.rent prisoas.-Halla .... 

AD UIUla1lDted l'a~-A. bill for reformiog the ehuees of 
ecelesiastical oourts W88 presented by Moriee, attome;y of the ooart of 
warda, and underwent som. disoneeion in the Houee (1593)._ But the 
Queen eent for the Speaker. and espressly oommaoded that no bill· 
touohing matte .. of state or reformation of e&uees eeclesiestical should be 
uhibited; and. if any suoh should be olfared, enjoining him on his aIlegian .. 
not to read it. It W88 the _ at that time for the Speaker to read 
and e:q><Innd to the honea all the bills that any member olfored. Mori .. 
himeelf W88 committed to saf. oustody. from which h. wrote .. spirited 
Jetter to Lord Burleigh. espreeeing his sorrow for having olfended the 
Queen, but at the same time his resolution U to strive," he says, .. while 
his life Mould last, for freedom of conscienee, publio justice, and the 
libertiee of his eountry."-lbi4. 

A .. Pope-lilre" Speeoh.-W entworth, the meet dietingoished 
ssssrtor of civil liberty in Elizabeth·s reign. re\ated in the House .. 
conversation h. had held with Archbishop Parker. .. I wss." he .. yo, 
" among oth .... the last Parliam.nt (1574). eent for unto tho! Archbishop 
of Canterbury. for the Artiel .. of Religion that then pssssd this H ...... 
He asked us' Why we did put out of the book the artiel.. for the 
homilies, eon$8Cration of biRnops, and 81leh like P , • Smely. sa,' Mid I. 
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• because we :..rere so occupiod in other matte1'8 that we h&d no time to 
tlDIIline them how they agreed with the Won! of God.' • What! ' said 
he; • smeJy you mistake the matter; you will nlfer youreelves wholly to 
us therein!' 'No; by the faith I bear to God,' said I, 'we will pass 
nothing before We bow what it. is; for that were but to make you popes. 
Make you popes who list,' said I, I for we will make you none.' And 
sure, Mr. Speaker, 'the speech eeemed to me to be • Pope.like speeek; 
and I f .... lest our bishops do attribute this of the Pope's canons unto 
themselves--Pap41'Mm potest errare."-Ibid. . 

Blimbeth and the Bishops.-Eliu.beth. in her speech to ParJia. 
ment on eIooing the session of l~ when many complaints againot tbe 
rule .. of the Church had I'IlIlg in her ears, told the bishops that il they 
did not amend what was wrong, she meant to depose them. Her power 
to do so was unquestioned, and her readiIi.... to earry it into effect 

, on minor occasions was shown by her well.knoWD letter to COI, Bishop of 
Ely, -when he resiatsd the oac..mce of his garden in HolborD to the 
Queen's favourite, Hatton: II Proud prela.t.e,-Yon know wha.t you weM 
before I made yon whet yon are, il yon do not immediately comply with 
my request, by G- I will unfrock yon.-ELIZABETH." 

A lIItembH of P .... liament I'i1loried..~In Gnlfton'. "Abridg
ment of the ChronieIeo of England" the .. is the following account of • 
member who fell ioto great <lisgraee io the Par\iJl.ment which sot io 1571, 
-" An undiaerete Burgeoys of the Par\iJl.ment.~And it foriuned thet io 
the said·Par\iJl.ment one very iodiaerete and unmete man was. l'etnmed. 
Burgeoys for the borongh of Weatbnry, in Wiltshire, who beiog ioatm.ted 

. by such ao delighted to abuse hie simplicitie to evil purposes, ao he him-
aclf. in the Parliament Hons (boyng oober) openly declared, or cIs 
caryed by oxc .... ". of drink. or both, did spreade .hroade l.wd. and 
acdicioue rumours agaiost the Qneen.. Majesties poroon. And beiog 
thereof . detected to the Parliament Honac, and the offen.. by hym 
confessed, and his defoctes and Wsnfficiency well considered, hee was 
fromth. Honeo committsd to ward.· And for that there wao conf .... d 
corruption in receaviug of monoy for~ his election, and also & band taken 
of him by certoin of the town of W sotbnry, to ..... them harmleso of tho 
.. id corropt retorn. (as hac confessed), tho town. woe am.rced by tho 
p .. \iJl.ment Honee at twontie pounde. And it. wao ordered th.~ hee 
should have hie said bande rodeIyvered. And afterward tho sayd pOrSon, " 
for the spreading of his sedie-ious rumour, he was, by order of the Quenes 
Majesties most honorable Couneil, Bott on tho pillory in Ch.peayd. io 
London." This case, remarks Ha.ll.am, is the ca.rliest precedent on record 
for the punishment of bribery in elections. ' 

II Remming" ., Member DOWD..-Serjeant Beale, addressing the 
Honee in 1601, said, "Th. Qneen hath as mnch right to all our \ande 
and goods till to the revenue of her crown;" at which aU Ule Hons~t 
hemmed., and laughed, and talked. "Well," quoth Serjeant Beale, .. aJ..1" 
your hemming shall not put me out of countenance." So Mr. Speaker 
stood up and said, "It is • great dioord.r that thie should be used, for it 
is the ancient use of every mILD. to be silent when anyone spea.ketb; and 

o 
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he that is speaking should be suffored to deliver his mind withont inter. 
ruption." So tho Serjeant proeeoded, and whon he had opokon a little 
wbile, the Honoo hemmed. again, and ao he ... t down.-Parliamenf",,!! 
Hi.t""!!. 

Pa.rliamentary Deapatch.-Lord Bacon ... latao that Mr. Popham, 
when he .... Spooke., and tha Lower House had oot long and done in 
,ifoot nothing, coming one dey to Queen EIizabeth, ohe aoid to him, 
" Now, Mr. Spooker, what hoe pooaod in tha Lower Honae P" He 
answel'Od, II If it please your Majesty, seven weeks." 

Bills Quashed by the SOVezeign.-Q .... n Elimbeth on one 
'ooeaoion ... fueod her ..... nt to no I ... than forty .. ight biIlo which had 
pooaod hoth Hons... As the title of each bill .... read, the 1l81l&I how 
implying .... nt waa withheld, and the clerk th .... upon mad. the 
announcement mmal in neh cases, that her :Majesty II would tako time 
to think about it." The last time OD which the power to reject bills W88 

exereisod by the ..... reign .... in 1707, when Quoon AUI18 refnaod her 
.... nt to a bill for aottIing the militia in Scotland. 

The Voice of the lIfightinga.le.-King Jam .. , on the opooieg 
of the firot Parliam.nt h.ld eftor his ...... ion (161)>), intred.eod the 
preetic. of poroonally declaring the reaoono for summoning the Honaoo, 
and did 00 in a long end learned apoooh. When be had concluded, Lord 
Chancellor Ellesmere th .. commeueod an adulatory addro .. : .. My Iorde 
and gentl.m.n, all you have heard his Majesty's opoooh, and that exira
ordinary confidenee hiB Majeoty hath ropooed in the great wiodoma and 
lcrriDg aifoetioDB of this presont Parliam.nt. ·Y. do not 'expoot, I am 
8U1'8 of it. any iteration or repetition of the same. A Lacedemomau. 
being one. invited to hoar one that could well counterfeit the voi .. of 
the nightingal., pnt it oif with this eompliment--· I heve heard the 
nightingal. itself.' And why should you be troubled with the eroaking 
of • Chaneellor, that hen heard the powerful expreaoiona of • moot 
eloqu.nt King P " 

The Gunpori .... Ploto-In tho J01lrlUllo of tho Commo ... , Novem. 
ber 5th, 1605, occms this .ntry: .. This Iaet night the Upper Honao of 
Parliament w .. eoarched by Sir Thomao KIlovott, and one Johoeton, 
eorvant to Mr. Thomas P.rcyl, .... th .... apprehended, who had placod 
thirty.six berrela of gunpowder in the nult nnder the honao, with • 
pnrpoao to blow up the King and the whole company ... h.n th.y ohonld 
there assemble. Afterwards divers other gentlemen were discovered to 
be of the plot." Th. King, addreeoing the Parliament on that occasion, 
said: .. This may w.U be called a roaring, nay, a thund.ring sin of fire 
and brimetone, from the which God hath eo miraculously delivered us ell. " 
The Plot iB commemorated in the Ho .... of Parliament by an obee ......... 
continued (says Mr. R. PaIgrov.) down to the p ..... nt dey. Before the 
opening of every session, a company of "beefeaters U from. the Tower 
of London eumine all the places below t118 rooms in whioh the llOIda 
and Oommons ate to Bit. 

Disputing Boyal Interf8l'8Jlce • .,..A doubl. rotum (writee Old
fiohl) heving boen mad. in an .Iection for the county of Buoke, in the 
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third year of the reign of King J&II1os· I. (1606), the House deoided that 
Sir Franois Goodwin was duly elected, and nullified tho return of Sir 
John Fortescne. Th. King interposing desired the Lolda to demand a 
ocmf'erenC8 with the OOinmODB on the subject. This the Oommons 
refused; and a1eo declin.d to comply with a poeitive command that they 
mould cooler with ODe of the jndgee. The matter waa edjuated by Sir 
Francis yielding up his right. 

A Bishop's Apology.-In 1614, Dr. Riohard NeUe, Bishop of 
Lincoln, Dttered 80me ""rde which ga ... offence to the Commons, and they 
complained of them in & m08Sllg& to the Lorde, to which they received an 
&DBWOr thet the biehop "had made .. lemu proteetation, upon his salvation, 
that he had not epoke .. aoythiog with any evil inteDtion to that House, 
which he doth with &II his heart duly reepect and higbIy esteem; .XI> ..... 
ing. with many tears, his sorrow that his words were so misconceived, and. 
strained. further than he ever meant; which submissive and ingenuous 
beheving of himself had .. tisfied the Lorde, and their lordehipe 88S1U8 the 
Commons thet if they had conceived the lord bishop's wolda to ha ... bean 
spoken, or meant, to caet any aspersion of sedition or undutifulness upon 
thet House, their lordehipe would forthwith ha.., procead.d to the 
e.enmring and ptmishing thereof with all severity."-May'a U Lao, &c., 
01 Pat"liamen.t." 

The .. XiDga" of the r.ower House.-JamOB, notwithetanding 
his arbitrary notions of the kingly power and I( right divine." appears to 
ha.., been duly impreaaed with the power of tha Honse of Commone. Mr. 
Forster relalea that Sir Robert Cotton was one of tho twelv. members 
who carried the famona declaration against monopolies, in 1620, to 
King J&II1OS at Newmarket, when the quick-witted, shrewd old monarch 
called out, " Chairs! chairs! here be twal kynges comin 1 n The follow .. 
ing instan .. of the King's impreBBion is gi""n by L'Estrsoge :-The King 
"lIlOunted his horse one time, who formerly used to be very sober and quiet. 
but then began to bound and prance. U The de'i! i' my saul, sirrah," says 
he, .. and you b~ not quiet 1' .. aand you to the five hundred kings in the 
House of Oommons; they'll quickly tame you." 

OpeDing Of l'arliament by.Ta.mea I. in 16:31.--8ir S. D'Ewee 
records that in tha King's abort progreea to Weatminster, the following 
paasagea were accounted &Omewhat remarkable. Firat, that he spoke 
ofteo and lovingly to the people, standing thick and threefold on &II aidea 
to behold him, .. GOO. bleaa 1" I . GOO. b1eaa 1"!" contra.,. to bia former 
hasty and paBBionate custom, which ofteo, in his sudden distemper, would 
bid a p-- or a plagne on BOch &B docked to ... him. Secondly, that 
thoUgh the windows were filled with many great Iadi .... he rode along, 
yet that ha apake to DODe of them but to the Marqnis of Buckingham'. 
mother and wife, who was the BOle daughter and heiress of the Ea:rl of. 
Rutlaod. Thirdly, th.t he spake particularly and bowed to the C01U1t o~ 
Gondomar, the Spanish Ambassador. And, foart.bIy, that looking up to 
one window as he passed, full of gentlewomen or ladies. all in yellow bands, 
he cried out aloud, U A p-- take ye! are 18 there P" at which, being 
much ashamed, they &II withdrew themaelvOB suddenly from the window. 

02 . 
" 
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I'%eedom of Debate.-OldfieId mentions that in the eession of the 
eighteenth of King Jam .. I. (1621). Sir Edwin Sandys. ha.mg spolmn 
with great ea.rnestness and freedom on various matters of. moment, 
incurred the displO881ll'O of the King and his ministers. The House. 
hT its .. ote •• leared him from ha.mg gi .. en anT jnet canee of offenc.; hnt • 
.. soon .. the adjournment took plaea. hs ....... mmitted h;y • warrant of 
the Priv;y Oonncll for .. misdemeanor. Mter .. confinement of n ... IT 
six montho h. was lib.rated by .......... t from the King ... f.w d&ys 
before the Par1iam.nt. again met. This alfair gave rias to violant debates 
mside the House, and caused much commotion without. 

The King Erasing a Decl ...... tion of Privilege.-In the 
..... on of 1621 the Oommons began to ehow evident signa of that dis
content which aftel'W&l'ds blOke out into such serious controversies with 
the Crown. Sir Richard Grosvenor BOid. "We hove hitherto B1IIlg 
nothing but placebo. and daneed to tho King's·heart;. but it hath now 
pleased his Majesty to cbange this tun •• and to niake ns sing nothing 
but lachrym<e. and sing loalh t. ckparl." At length the misnnder~ 
standing between James and the Oommons attained such .. h.ight. thot the 
King. with his own hand, ..... d from the Jonrnale of the Comm .... the 
eeleb .. ted protestetion. or d.claration of their liberties and privileges. 
which th.T bed passed in anticipation of ... dissolution;· and. on tho 6th 
Jannar;y.1622. publiehed .. proclamation dec1aring tho Par1iam.ut dissolved. 
and animed ... rting with ..... rity on th ... ill.tempered spirito who bed 
.. mpelled him thns to exereise his p .. rogati.... But Jam .. was not con
tented with the bore· expression of his displeasure; ..... m! leading 
members of the countr;y party. amongst whom w .. Sir Edward Ooke. 
were committed to the Tower.-Bo8'coe'. II Britiah La1»'!Jer •. " The:first 
volume of the Oommons' JoumaJ.s bears the entry, where the declaration 
w&81'ecorded, II King James, in council, with his own hand, rent out this 
Protestation." 

Bop in the Eonse of CommoDs.-Sir Robert Naunton. in his 
01 Fragmenta. Regalia,JJ writing of Queen Elizabeth's reign. says: "I find 
not that the House was at any time weakened and. peatered with the 
edmisaion of too many young heada ... it hath boon of later times; which 
remembers me of Reoorder Martin's speech, about the tenth of OU!' late 
sovereign lord, King James, when there were accounts taken of forty 
gentlemen not above twenty. and 80mtl not exceeding sixteen; which 
moved him to Bay, I That it W88 the ancient customa for old men to make 
lawes for young ones. but that then h ... w the .... altered. and that 
th ... we.. children elected into the grsat Oouncoll of the kingdome. 
which came to invade and invert nature, and to enaot lawes to govern 
their fathers.'" HatReD, in his "Precedents," remarks that the poet 
Waller. among oth ...... t in Parliam.nt (1622) before h. was .... ntesn 
years of ago; a.nd notwithstonding the opinion of Sir Edward Ook ... to 
the law, it is oertain that the practice was dUferent. The question was, 
how.ver; finally aettled by the 7th and 8th of William m. .• 0 25. which 
mak .... oid the el.ction of anT person who ia not twenty.on. y .... of age; 
but memb ... were oceasional1T admitt<ld in despite of the proviaio ... of 
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this Act. Charles Jam .. Fox was retamed, and sat. at the age of nine
teen; but Ch .. terfield. nnder similar cinl_ .... received from the 
Ministry of the day. whom he bud attacked. a hint tbut he mnat 
withdraw. (See" Personal" section.) 

l'irst meeting of Charles I. ,.",a the Parliament.-It 
cannot be alleged against Cheri .. L (eays Iasae D'Iaraeli) tbut he pre
«<led the Parliament in the war of words. He conrted their decnone; 
and even in his mllDller of reception. amidat the dignity of the regal 
ollice. studionaly ehowed his exterior respect by the marked eolemnity of 
their Iirst meeting. Aa yet nncrowned. on the day on which he firat 
addressed the Lords and Commone (Jnne 18. 1625) he ... ore his crown. 
and vailed it at the opening and on the cloae of his speech--a clre1IlDSt&nce 
to which the Parliament hed not been accnatcmed. Another ceremony 
geve still greeter solemnity to the meeting, the King Would not enter into 
business till they bud united in praysr. He commanded the doors to be 
eloeed. and a hiehop to perform the olli... The enddennesa of this nnox
peeled eommand dieeoneeried the Catholic lords, of whom the I ... rigid 
knelt. and the moderate etood, there waa one startled Papist who did 
nothing but crose himeelf. 

A Slight from the Black Boa.-Hataell recorda that on tho 
19th of March. 1627. the C9mmoDS were aent for to attend the King in 
the Honee of Lords. br a Mr. Crane. .. It ..... very ill taknn that Mr. 
Maxwell. Knight of the Black Rod. bud not come himeelf to bring the 
message. as had formerly been used; insomuch that sundry membe1"8 of 
the Honee edvieed that Mr. Speaker elect ehould not etir till they bud 
received the meaaege by Mr. Maxwell himeelf. But others (howeoever 
they acknowledged this to have been a great neglect in Mr. Maxwell and 
wrong to the Honae) edvieea. hecenae his Majesty stayed for them. 
tbut they should not now further m';st upon it. but ge up; and eo they 
did." 

Timia Counsele.-On the ""';on of Sir Joha Eliot·s Iirst arrest 
for words spoken in Parliament, in 1626. the House of Commons, in reply 
to the Speaker's call to prooeed to the ordsrs of the day. shouted .. Sit 
down! sit down ! No business till we are righted in our liberties!" Sir 
Dudley Carleton. who held an ollice at, eourt. attempted to sootli and 
at the same time wam the bouse. ., I beseech you, gentlemen,» eaid 
he, II move not his Majesty with trenching on his prerogative, lest you 
bring him out of love with Parliamente." In his me_gee he hath told yon 
that. if there were not eorrespondency between him and you. he ehould be 
enloreed to use new counsels. Now, I pray you to consider what these 
new connaels are and ma,. be. I fear to declare 'thoae that I conceive. 
In all Christian kingdoms you know tbut Parliaments" "ere in nee 
anciently. until the mousrche began to know their own strength. and. 
.. eing the turbulent spirits of their Parliaments. at length they. by li~ 
and little. began to stand upon their prerogetives. and at lest overthrew 
the Parliaments throughout Chriatsndom. except he .. only with no." The 
Bouse, however, was in no mood to listen to this caution; many membe1'8 
called out against the speaker, .. To the her I to the bar I" and aa the 

C' 
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House would go on with no b1l8ine&e, the King was relneta.ntly compelled 
to re\ease Eliot afte. eight de,... imprisonmoat, and to wait for anoth •• 
opportunity to p1DIiBh him .. he doairod. 

A Stren1lOUS PlIo1'liament.-The .... ly Parliamento of Oho.loe L 
were short.lived. the :first having an existence of two months, and the 
oecond of little ove. fow. Th. third, ealled togethe. March 17, 1628 
(1627, old style) and dissolved March 10, 1629, was a mom.ntous on., for 
what tranepired the •• in laid th. basis of all that followed in the Long 
p •• liament. A rare hook entitled .. Th. Sove .. ign'. Prerogativ. and the 
Subjeets' Priviledge, dieenssed between Oonrtiers and Patriots in Parli&· 
mant, 3 and , King Oharle.," giv .. the p ..... dings of this .... mbiy, with 
many of the principal epesches. The date of this volume is 16.57, 
preceding by two years the Iiret volume of Ruahwortb' ... Oollsctions;" 
and the pref ... , signed T. F., snJIiciently indicates the hand of Thomas 
Fuller. In this the writer observes: If And now give me leave .to say 
thet the history of th. p •• liament .. p .... nted in this book is fundamantal 
to th. history of ow tim .. , and what vali&nt pen soeve. dare nndertoko 
tho writing th.reof, it mnst lay ito groundwo.k and toke ito rise from this 
Parliament. He .. in were virtns\ly contained tbe .. ods of all those 
troubloe which sine. th. heat of ange. hath ripened to th. fnll height and 
breadth thereof. Fo. wbet is said of Rebekah, that ~ wo ... in h •• 
bow.1e which mod. th.ir moth .... womb the field of their fight, wh .... in 

. th.ir nnbom infancy gave an .... y of that antipathy which would be 
continued betwixt th.m when arrived at ripe. years, the 8&mO was true 
h .... , wh.re th. opposition betwixt two parties was begun with much 
-rlolen •• and impetuousn.... Yet let not the similitude be uncharitably 
improved beyond my intent, &8 fixing the odious character of Easu on 
.ither of them, who hope and beli.v. thet b<.th of th.m might be Jacobs, 
.t the first propounding plain, pious, and peaceabl. enda unto tbomoslvos. 
Y... this 111&)' 8&y to ensuing Parliamente, &8 .lEn... in the poet to 
his son, 

, Diaoe pUC' virtutem ex me nrumque laborem. 
Fortunam. ex a.1iie.' II 

Great Occuiona ma.ke Great lIII:en.-It W&8 th. OpWCU of 
the chief orator of th. United States, Daniel W.bster, thet the fiueet 
bnrsto of Parliamentary eloquence on record are to be found in the 
debate. of th. Parliam.nt in th. reign of Oharl .. I. Th. coll.ctions of 
th. tim. are very imperf.ct, but sulIicient to show th. high .tandard of 
thought, and the power of expression and illustrative allusion. which pre· 
vail.d goneraJly in th. House of Oommons; whU., &8 regards b ... -rlty, 
even the lo;o.gest of the speeches contrast most impressively with those of 
later deys. Many of th. men whose nam .. are almost forgotten could 
be .. eloqu.nt .t time. &8 th. great load ... ' of th. House. Two 
inot&ne •• from on. d.bate (M.rch 22, 1628) may be taken .. 88mpl98, but 
.oth ... will app ... furth.r on. Sir Benjamin Rudyard epok. in favour of 
giving the King a largo supply, but at th. asme time _ching him to 
redress urgent grievances, and said: II Thie is the crisis of Parliaments; we 
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ahall know by this if PuIiJIm ... to Ii... or die. '.. ·Proaervation is 
natural; we are DOt DOW on the "me eaa, but on tho... Be sure 
England is OlUll, and then prnno it. Is it no sm&Il matter that we have 
provoked two most potent kinge P W. have nnited them, and have 
betmyed O1UBOlvoa more than our enemies oou1d. M ... and bmtlmm, 
what ahall we do P Is them no balm in Gilood P If tha King draw on. 
way, the Parliament another, we must all sink. I respect no particular; 
I am not so wise to contemn what is determined by the ma.jor part. One 
day tolls another, and one Parliament inatrocte another." Sir Robert 
PbilIipa followed shortly after, and said; .. Thia day'. dehate makes me 
call to mind the cnatom of the Romano, Rho had • solemn f ... t once a 
year for their .laves, at which time they had liberty without exception to 
speak what they wou1d. whembyto .... their a1IIicted minds; which being 
finished, they aeverally returned to their former servitude.. This may, 
with some resembla.uee and distinction, well set forth our present state, 
where DOW, after the revolution of some time, and grievous sufferings of' 
many violent oppressions, we have (ao th ... oIavea had) • doy of liberty 
of speech, but ehall not, I trust, be herein slaves, for we are free j we are 
not bondmen, but eubjects; th ... after their feaat wom oIaves again, but 
it is 0111' hope to zeturn free men/' Then. passing on to point out several 
recent infringements of the liberty of the subject, he exclaimed; .. I can 
live, although another without title be put to live with me i uy, I can 
live, although I pay excisee and impositions for mom than I do. But to 
have my liberty, which is the soul of my life, taken from me by power, 
and to be pant up in a gaol without remedy bylaw, and this to be 80 

adjudged as to perish in gaol,-Oh, improvident ancestors! oh, unwise 
forefathers! to be so curious in providing for the quiet possession of our 
lands and liberties of Parliament, and to neglect our parsons and bodies, 
and to let them lie in .prison, and that durante beneplacito, remediless. 
If this be law, what do we talk of our liberties P why do we trouble 
ourselvea with the dispute of law, franchises, propriety of goods, and the 
like p It is the """"'" tolalil of all miAAri... Wl!at may & man call his, 
if not liberty P .. 

The King's Chowing "Distaste" f.., Pa.rliament.-Snbsidiea 
having beOD voted to the King on the 4th of April, 1628, Mr. Secretary 
Cook three dsys afterwards reported to the Honea the King' ... cepten .. , 
and how his Majesty was pleased to ask, By how many voices they wero 
geined P .. I aaid, but by 0.... His Majesty asked how many we .. 
against him P I said. none; for they were voted by one voice. aDd one 
generat consent. His Majesty was much dected therewith, and called 
tho Lords in council, and there I gave them account what had passed. 
Bsaid .. , it geve his Majesty no sm&Il content that, although five subsidi .. 
be inferior to his wants, yet it is the greatest gift that over was given in 
Parliament; and now he sees with this he shall have the affections of his (I 

paoplc, which will be greater to him than all valna. He aaid he JCj\i 
Parliaments at the first. but since (he knew not how) he was grown to a 
distaste of them; but was DOW where he was before, he loves them, and 
~ rejoice to meet with his people often." 
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The King Spurring ,the Commona.-Thunday. the 10th of 
April. 1628. Mr. Seoretary Cook delivered this, message from the King, 
.. That his Majesty desireth this· Houee not to make eny ...... the .. 
Easter holidays. thet the world may take notice how earnest his Majesty 
and we are for the public affaire ,in 'Christendom. the which by ouch .. 
recess would receivo inte1T1lption.'~ "This message for non-Meese (write&. 
Rushworth) W88 not w.ll-pleasing to the House. Sir Robert Phillipa 
liret .... nted it. a.nd took notice "that in.12 and 13 Jao •• upon the like 
intimation, the HOl188 resolved it·W88 in their power to adjourn, or Bit. 
H.reafter (Mid h.) this maybe put upon us by prin ... of Ie .. pi.ty. Let. 
a committee consider hereof" and of our right herein, and to make a. 
d.ol&r&tion." Sir Edward Coke ,spoke to the oam. purpose. and &&id. 
"I am .. tender of the priTil.ges of ·this HoU88 .. of my Iif •• and th.y 
are the heartstringe of the' oommonwea.\th. The King make. a p",roga
tion. but this House adjonrns it sell." H.reupon a mce&age W88 sent to 
the King. "That the HoUse would give ell expedition to, his' Majesty'& 
servioe, notwithstanding their pu1p088 of recess." To which message his 
Majesty return.d this answ.r. "Thet the motion proesed&d from himself. 
in regerd of his engag.m.ntm the affai ... of Christendom; wished th.m 
ell alacrity in their p",ceedings. end thet th.re be no re .... at alL" 
There was no recess, but on Easter Monday the Commons presented to 
the King their petition (( concerning the billeting of soldiers," to which 
they received a very sharp reply, ending 88 follows: U To be short, go on 
speedily with your bllBiness, without lear or more apologies, for time calls 
fast on you, which will neither stay lor you nor me. Wherefore it is my 
duty to pre .. you to hosten, .. knowing the n.ce&aity of it; and yours tl> 
give credit to what I .. y ... to him that sitteth at tho helm. For what 
concerns your petition, I ehall make answer in a couvenient time." 

.I. Dream Bela.ted in Parliament.-A startling mtlSsage (reJat ... 
laa&O D'Iarseli) heving bean eont byth. Ku.g for the despatch of busina88 
(about the tim. j~ m.ntion.d). the House. struck with ..tonishm.nt. 
desired to have it repostcd. Th.y remained aad and siJant; no on. cared 
to opan the d.bet.. A whimaica1. c ... k&d-brsin&d politician. Sir James 
N .th .... ol •• sudd.nly etarted up •• ntreating l.ave to tell his last ,night's 
drea.m. Some Jaughing at him, he obs.rve~ that .. kingdoms had be.n 
Baved by dreams!" Allowed to proceed he said, "he 8&19' two good 
pastures; a flock of sheep W8I in the one, and a bellwether alone m. tho 
other; a great ditch was between them, and & narrow bridge over the 
ditch." He WD8 interropt&d by the Spaekor, who told him that it stood 
not with the gravity of the House to listen to drsams; but the House WD8 

inclined to hear him out. U The sheep would sometimes go over to the 
bellwether. or the bellweth.r to the eheep. On •• both met on the narrow 
bridge. IIDd the qu.stion WD8 who ehould go back. ein .. both .ould not go 
on without danger. On. eh •• p gave .0iIDs.1 that the eheop on the bridge 
should lie on, their bellies, and let the bellwether go over their backs.. ... 
The application of this dil.mma he left to the House. Eliot. Wentworth. 
'lIDd Coke protested agsinst the interpretation of dreams in the House • 

.I. lIIIu:im of the Comm ...... -Qn tho 8th of May. 1628. ili& 
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OommODS finished th. P.tition of Right, and d.livered it to the Lords for 
-their concurrence at a conferenoe. At this conference Sir Edward Oom 
mad. a speech in ... hich h. said, .. W. did think it the &afoot way to go in 
a Parli&m.entary course, for we h&ve & tnaxim. in the House:of: Oommo~,. 
and written on th. woJla of our Honse, that old .... ye ~ the &af.st and 
snrest ways." 

ne House in 'l"ears.-In Rushworth's n Collections" is given a 
I.tter from on. of th. m.mbers of th. Parliament of 1628, Mr. Thomas 
Alured, to a friend. in which h. thus deacrihoe a ... n. of the previous w., 
(the 5th of JlID.): "Yesterday was & day of desolation among us in 
Parliament, and tbia day.... fear will be the day of our dieaolution. 
• • W. had & m_ from bia Maj.sty by th. Speaker tbst tho 
.. OBion ohould end on Wednaeday, and thet th.refore w. ehould husband 
the tim., and diopateh th. old bnain ..... without entertaining n ..... 
Intending to pnran. their declaration [against th. Duke of Buokingham 
and oth.r grievane .. ], they had tbia m.aeage, requiring them not to cast 
or lay any _rsion upon any Minister of bia Maj.sty. Th. Hons. was 
much dected to be 80 restrained, since the House in former times had 
proceeded by finding and committing John of GallDt, the King's ROIl, and 
oth.rs: and of late have meddled with and eentenc.d th. Lord Chancellor, 
aod th. Lord Treasurer Oranfield. Th.n Sir Robert Pbillips eps.k •• 
and mingled bia words with weeping; Mr. Prynus did th. Iik.. aod 
Sir Edward Ooke, overcome with passion. aeeing th. desolation likely 
to ensu., was forced to sit down when he began to epes.k. threugk th. 
abllDdane. of teare; y •• , the Spes.ker in bia ep •• oh could not refrain from 
weeping and ehedding of teare, besides a gre.t many whose greet griefs 
made them dumb aod silent; yet BOme bore up in thet storm aod 
encouraged oth.rs. In the end the,. desired the Spes.ker to Ie ..... th. 
chair, and Mr. Whitby was to com. into it,- thet they might spes.k th. 
:freer and the frequenter, and commanded no man to go out of the Huuse 
npon pain of going to the Tower. Then th. Spes.ker humbly and eernestl,. 
hoeought the House to give him leave to .bsent himself for half an hour, 
preenming that they did not think he did it'for an,. ill intention; which' 
..... instantly granted him. Then, upon man,. d.bates about their Iibertiee 
hereby infriored, and th. eminent danger wherein the kingdom .tood, Sir 
Edward Cob told them • • he, not knowing whether ever he ehould 
epes.k in tbia Honse again, would now do it freely, and there protested 
thet the author and cause of all those miseries was the Duke of Buckingham. 
which waa entertained and 8DSWered with • cheerful "O!&matiOll of the 
House. As, when one good hound receives the Bcent, the rest come in 
With a fnll cry, so they pursued it. and everyone came on home, and laid 
the blame where th.y thought the fsult "'as, As they were voting it 
to the question whether they should 1l&ID8 him in their intended remon .. 
strance, the sole or the priDcipal cause of all the~ miseries at home and 
abroad, the Spes.ker, having been three hoUl'S absent and with'the KiDC' 
returned with this meaeage: thet th. Honse ehould then rioe till to·morrow 

• The House, in faot, n goiDa' into oommittee." 
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morning. What we shalleipect this morning, God of Heaven knows. 
We shall meet timely, partly for the business' sake, and partly because 
two daY\' since we made an order, that whosoever comes in after prayers 
pays twelvepence to the poor." . 

Assent to the Petition of Bight.-On the 6th of June, 1628, 
the King moderated the effect of his message of the previous day, by 
sending another, iri which he expressed a hope that "all Christendom 
might take notice of a sweet parting between him and his people." The 
House of Commons, however, was determined that the Petition of Right 
should receive a definite reply, and sent a message to the Lords that they 
would join in a humble request to the King" that a clear and satisfactory 
answer be given by his Majesty in full Parliament to the Petition." This 
being agreed to, the King came to the House of Lords on the 7th, and, 
the Commons being s1lIDllloned, Charles made a short speech, in which he 
said: "To avoid all ambiguous interpretations, and to show you that there 
is no doubleness in my meaning, I am willing to please you in words.as 
well as in substance. Read your petition, and you shall have an answer I 
am sure will please you." The Petition having been read, the formal 
answer was returned, "Soit droit fait comme il est desire," and the King 
again spoke. "This," said he, "I am sure is full, yet no more than I 
granted you in my first answer, for the meaning of that was to confirm all 
your liberties, knowing, according to your own protestations, that you 
neither mean nor can hurt my prerogative. And I assure you my maxim 
is, that the people's liberties strengthen the king's prerogative, and the 
lrlng's prerogative is to defend the people's liberties. You see now how 
ready I have shown myse~ to satisfy your demands, so that I have done 
my part; wherefore, if this Parliament hath not a happy conclusion, the 
sin is yours; I am free of it." .An entry on the Lords' Journals records : 
" At the end of the King's first speech, at the answer to the petition, and 
on the conclusion of the whole, the Commons gave a great and joyful 
applause." 

:B.efI1siD.g to Put the Question.-Sir Simonds D'Ewes, in his 
"Autobiography," relates that on the 2nd of March, 1629, "Sir John 
Finch, the Speaker (being the Queen's solicitor), refusing to do his office 
or to read some particular writings the House enjoined him,* many 
members thereof fell to reproving him, others to excuse him; and the 
tumult and discontent of the whole House was so great, as the more 
grave and judicious thereof began infinitely to fear lest at the last swords 
should have been drawn, and that forenoon ended in blood." Selden thus 
addressed the Speaker on this occasion: "Dare not you, Mr. Speaker, 
put the question when we command you P If you will not put it, we must 
sit still; thus we shall never be able to do anything: they that come after 
you may say, they have the King's command not to do it. We sit here 
by comn'land of the King under the great seal, and you are by his 
Majesty, sitting in his royal chair, before both Houses appointed our 
Speaker, and now you refuse to perform your office." On t,he following 

..•. See "Personal" seotion-Sir John Eliot. 
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day, warrants were- issued from the CouncU against Selden and other 
members, and several were sent to the Tower. Sir John Eliot was kept 
there till he died. Finch's conduct in the chair was many years afterwards 
:made one of the grounds of his impeachment by the Long Parliament. 

fte DiaolutioD: of 1829.-fte II Vipen."-The dissolution 
of 1629 'put an end to Parliamentary proceedings for more than eleven 
yean-untU the e&lling of a Parliament in April, 1640. On the lOth of 
March, 1629, his Majesty was seated on the throne, the Lords being 
-present in their robes, "and divers of the Commons (says Rushworth) 
below the bar, but not their Speaker, neither were they called," when the 
King spoke as follows: "My Lords, I never came here upon so un· 
pleasant an occasion, it behig the dissolution of a Parliament; therefore 
men may have some cause to wonder why I should not rather choose to 
do this by commission, it being a general maxim of kings to leave harsh 
commands to their ministers, themselves only executing pleasing things. 
Yet, considering that justic.e as well consists in reward and praise of 
virtue as punishing of vice,·I thought it neeessary to come here to.day, 
and to declare to you and all the world that it was merely the undutiful 
and seditious carriage in the Lower House that hath made the dissolution 
of this Parliament; and you, my lords, are so far from being any causes 
of it, that I take as much comfort in your dutiful demeanour 8S I am 
justly distasted with their proceedings. Yet, to avoid their mistakings, 
let me tell you that it is so far from me to adjudge all the House alike 
guilty, that I know that there are many there as dutiful subjects as any 
in the world, it being but some few vipers. among them that did cast this 
mist of undutifulness over most of their eyes. Yet, to say truth, there 
was a good number there that could not be infected with this contagion, 
insomuch that some did express their duties in speaking, which was the 
general fault of the House the . last day. To conclude, as those vipers 
must look for their reward of punishment, so you., my lords, must justly 
expect irom me that favour and protection that a good king oweth to his 
loving and faithful nobility." The Lord Keeper was then commanded to 
announce the Parliament dissolved . 

. Compulsory Detention of Members.-A motion on the subject 
of grievances was under discussion in the Commons, November 6th, 1640, 

. when, the time of rising being come, and other members appearing 
ready to continue the debate, an order was suddenly made that the door 
be shut and none suffered to go out. The Lords were also advertised, 
that that House, too, might be kept from rising.-Parry'8 "Parliaments 
of England." Similar measures were several times adopted at this 
critical period. 

"!'he Impeachment of Stra.1ford.-On the 11th of November, 
1640-& few days only after the meeting of the Long Parliament-Mr. 
Pym rose and announced that he had a matt~r of the highest importance 
to 'lay before the house, and he moved that it should be cleared of 
strangers, the doors locked, and the keys laid on the table. He then 
entered into a long discourse on the condition of the kingdom, saying, 
" We must inquire from what fountain these waters of bitterness 
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flow j" and 'went on to denounce by name the Earl of Straff'ord, 
... ho hlId just returned to London from the North. In 1IDfolding his 
charges Pym wrought tho House to ouch a pitch thot it .... lved upon 
Stralford's iDstsut impeachment, and tho doon .... "" UDloeked to allow 
Pym to proceed, as the m .... ngor of the House, to the House of Lords. 
H.re, supported by the presence of. lorgo numoor of the memoon, he 
deelared: (( I do hem, in the name of the CommOll8 now assembled in 
Parliament, and in the name of all the commons of England, .. cuse 
Thomas Earl of Strafford, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, of high treason: 
and they hove commanded m. fnrther to desire your lordships thot h •. 
may 00 eequeetered from Parliament, and forthwith committed to prison." 
Stralford, according to Clarendon, hlId just .ntered the honse, having 
heard that an nnusnally long sitting ...... in progrees, and intending 
to d.nonnce certein members of the populor perty, as having induced 
the Scote to innde the northem connties. Aeoording to anoth.r 
.. connt, Strafford entered while the lords were collll1llting upon the 
message just delivered. and, ., with. proud, gloomiug COuntell&1lC9," made 
towards his plac.. But, to his astonishment, he was required to with
draw nntil he ehould be called in, which ha did in confusion: and being 
preecntly oummoned, wao ordered to kneel, and d.eliv.r himeelf to the 
keeper of the block rod 88 his prisoner, nntil he hlId cleared himself of 
the crime. chergod upon him by the House of OommoDe. He dered to 
speok:. but was di.sDiisaed unheard. and, having been commanded to deliver 
up his sword, left the Rouse in custody; U no man capping to him before 
whom thot moming the greateot of England would have stood discovered." 

Blowing up the Kouse.-When the Lord Keeper Finch ..... 
impeached by the Long Parliament, the cherges of high treason agoinst 
him included not only his conduct in- promoting the King's l.vy of ship. 
money, and similar acta of arbitrary power, but &lao his refusing, when 
Spook.r of the Honse in a form.r Parliament (1629), to comply with ite 
wish by reading a remonstrance agsinst Lord Treeeurer Weaton, &C. 
Many m.mbers spoke .trongly on this oubject. (Th.ir remarks are oummed 
up in" Sir John Northcote'e Note Book," 1640.) Mr. Whitelock. urged 
th.t when Finch W88 in the cheir he left it ngainst the word of the Hcnse, 
and refused .. move what was for the good of the kingdom: and that 
8uch conduct. looking to its consequences. was treason. Mr. Peud also 
took the eam. view, and .nforced it by aaying, "If the Spooker will be 
silent, w. are dumb. Thai io blowing up lhe H ...... IDitlwvl gunpOtDd .... 
To have an idle Parliament was to have no Parliament at aU." Finch, 
however, escaped. the fate of Strafford. which seemed impending over him, 
by making a humed departure for Holland, aftor being heard in his own 
defence at the har of the House (D.e. 21, 1640). 

The Commons Ordering a Speech to be B1n'nt.-Lord Digby 
having printed his speach on the hill for Stralford's attainder, a com_ 
mittee of the OommoDS appointed to inquire iDto the matter made their 

. reFor~ on the 18th Jnne, 1641. Th. Honse thereupon reaolved: .. That 
no member of this House shAll give a copy, or publish in print anything 
that b •• hnll .pook here, without leave of the House :!' and declored thet 
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LoId Digby's speech was untrue, and seand&lous to the proceedings of 
the House; and ordered it to be burnt, ... hich W88 done, as US1I&l, by the 
common hangman • 

.a. Convenient Elevation.-My Lord Digby (says Selden) having 
spoken something in the House of Commone for which they would have 
queetioned him, was presently...ued to the Upper Houee. "He did by 
the Parliament.!lS an ape when he hath done &Ome waggery: his master 
spies him, and he looks for his whip; but before he can come at him, whip, 
says he, to the top of the house.'" 

bercise of the Power of Life .... d Dea.th.-Lord Digby'. 
speech on the attainder of Stndford, having been condemned by order of 
the House of Oommons, does not. appear in the If Speeches and Passages 
of this Great and Happy Parliament," priuted:in .1641. It is given, 
however. in a reprint of that collection which was issued in 1656. The 
attempt to snppress snch an eddre .. shows how intolerant was Parliament 
at this time of anything against the feeling of the powerful majority. 
The following were among the principal passages of the speech: II Some 
(I thank them for their plain dealing) have been so free as to ton me that 
I 81rlfered much by the baekwardn... I have shown in this bill of 
attainder of tho E .... l of Stndford, against whom I bad been formerly ao 
keen, so active. Truly, Sir, I am still the same in my opinions and dee-
tione, as unto the Earl of Stndford. I oonlidently believe him tha most 
dangerous minister, the most insnpporiuble to free sobje.!a, that can be 
cbaraetored. I believe his practices in tbemsslves &8 high, as tyrsnnical, 
.. anysnbjeet ever ventured on, and tbe mslignity of them hugely aggrs.. 
voted by tho ........ abilities of his, ... heraof God hath given him the use, 
but the Devil the application. In a word, I believe him still thet grand 
a.postate to the commonwealth, who must not expect to be pardoned it in 
this world till he be dispatched to the other.· And yet let me tell you, 
Maetcr Speaker, my band must not be to that dispatch. I protest, as my 
conscience stands informed, I had rather it were off," He went on to 
argue that the House were formerly in the 'position of proseeuto1'8 against 
the earl, but should remember they were now acting as judges, and the' 
fervour commendable in the former case would be It misbecoming)J in the 
latter. After finding fault with Sir Henry Vane'a evidonce on the 
principal point against Stndford, that he advised the King to employ the 
army of IreJand to reduce England, the apeaker continued: "Hed this of 
the Irish army been proved, it would have dilfuaed & complexion of 
treason over all; it would have been & with indeed, to bind all those other 
scattered. and lesser branches, as it were, into B faggot of treason. I do 
not say but the rest ma.y represent him 88 8 man worthy to die, and 
perbape worlhier than many & traitor. I do not say but they may justly 
direct us to enact that they sh.u be treason for the future. But God keep 
me from giving judgment of deat\t ou any man, and of ruin to his innocent 
posterity, upon & law mode a po.teriori. Let the mark be .et on the ~ 
where the p1agne is, and then, let him that will enter, die. . . Let 
me conclude in saying that unto you .u which I have thoroughly incul. 
cated to mine own conscience upon this oecasion. Let every man lay his 



80 "ANEODOTAL III8TOBY OP PARLIAMENT. 

hand upon hi. heart. and Badly oouaider what w. _ going to do. with .. 
math...!....either justice or murther; justice on the one side, or mmther 
heightened and aggravated to ite aupremeat extent. The denger being .0 

great. and the 0&00 eo doubtful that I .. e the beat lawye .. in diametraJ.l 
opposition concerning it. let every man wipe his heart, 88 he does hie eyes 
when he would judge of a niee and aubtle objeet. The eye. if it· be 
pretiuoted with any other colour. is vitiated in ite discerning. Let us take 
heed of a blood.ahotten eye of Judgment." 

A Bepresentation of Grievances.-Digby·. "p .. ch jeat quoted 
"porated him from the popular party in the Ho ... of Commoua. to which he 
had previously been attached. But other of biB apeecbee ahow zealand ability 
equal to tho .. of any of hie ..... iste. in the early daye of the Long Parlia
mont. On the 9th of November. 16411. he addreaeed the Ho ... on the upper
meat eubjeet of grievaucea. explaining that Doraetehire (the county he &at 
for) had not. like other eounti ... formally petitioned the House. having left 
it to himoelf and biB colleagusa to deliver ite rep .... ntetion by word of 
mouth, which he proceeded to do. n But alas. llr. Speaker," he eon. 
tinued, n particular lamentations are hardly distinguishable in universal 
groans. Mr. Speaker. it hath been .. metaphor frequent in Parliament. 
and, if my memory fall me not, was made use of in the Lord Keeper's. 
_ch at the opening of the last .. that what money" kings raised from 
their subjecte. they we .. hut .. vapour. drawn up from the earth by the 
aun, to be distilled upon it again in fructifying showers. The comparison. 

" Mr. Speaker. hath held of late yeara in tbiB kingdom too unluckily. What 
hath been raised from the eubject by tho .. violent attractioDB hath been 
formed, it is true, into clouds, hut how P To darken the sun's own lustre, 
and hath fallen again upon the land cnly in hailatcn .. and mildews. to 
batter and pro.trate atiIl more and more our Iibertie.; to blaat and wither 
our aflectiODB. had not the latter of the .. been .till kept alive by our 

. King'8 own personal virtues, which will ever preserve him, in spite of all 
ill counsellors, a soored object both of our admiration and loves." 

A Kum.m:ous Incident on a «have Ocoasion.-The Great 
Remonatrance lay engroaaed cn the table of the houee on Monday. tha 
22nd of November. 1641. waiting tho fiDaJ vote. Mr. John Digby. 
member for Milhorn Port. came into .tho houee. and g!!tting upon the 
ladder that stood at the door of the h ..... by "hich membera usually 
went up to the .. ate under the gallery. aat .till upon it. Whereupon Mr. 
Speaker Lanthal called out to him. and desired him to 1m biB place. and 
not Bit upon the B6id ladder as if he were going to be hanged; u at which,." , 
says the narrator, II many of the House laughed." . 

The Great Bemonstance.-Hardly (writea Fo .. ter) had announce
ment been made of the division whioh carried the Grand Remoeatranco by 
a ma.jority·of elOveJL votes (November 22nd, 1641), when ono more 
.trenuous elYort WllII made to have it oddraeaed to the King. Several 
memb ... opposed tho printing cf the' declaration. and desired to enter 
their prot •• t. About on. c'cloak nf the morning. Mr. o..orge Pabner ... 
lawyer of the Middle Temple •• toed up. He ahould Dot be .. tiBlied. he 
said, for himself or those around him, unless a day were at once appoiuted. 
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for discussion of whether the right to protest did not exist 
and, meanwhile, he would mo... thot tho Clerk should 
nomeo of all those wh ... claim to protest would then h .... 
termiDed. At theoc words the excitement broke out afresh; . loud 
u All! All 1" burst from every side wheN &Dy of Hyde's party sa.t j and 
Pahuer, carried beyond his lirat inteution by tho passion of tho moment, 
cried out, uue:r:pectedl,., thot he did for himself tben and the .. protest, for 
himself and all tho ... t-" of his mind," he afterwards declared thot ho 
meant to h.ve added, b'lt for the storm whioh ouddenly aro.e. The word , 
All! bad fallon like • lighted match upon gunpowder. It was tekon up 
and pBBSOCl from mouth to mouth with an exaoperation. bordoringon 
frenz;r; and to thooe who in after ;rea .. recalled tho 80ene, under thot 
sudden glare .o~ excitement, after a sitting of fifteen hours-the wom .. out, 
wuary .... mblage; tho iIl.lighted, drea.,.ohambor; tho hour80unding one 
after midnight; confused, loud cries breaking forth unexpootedl,., and 
stsrtIing gestures of violence accompanying them-'-it p .... nted iteslf to 
the memory as a very Valley of the Shadow of Dea.th. U All! aU!" says 
D'Ewes. was cried. from side to side; BOme waved their hats over their 
heads, and other took Iheir ..... ords in thoir .. abbsrde out of their' 

. belts, and held them by the pommels in their bende, oetting the lower 
part on the ground; 80, if God had not p .. vented it, the .. was TO.,. greaI> 
danger that mischief might hD."f'B been done. Those who cried U All·! 
all! U and acted in the way described, were of ·the number against the 
Remonstrance. Amongst them was Mr. Philip Wamek. the member for 
Radnor, who bethought himself of a brief Scriptursl oomparison from 
the wars of Saul and DaTid (2 Samuel ii. 12-16). H. thought of whot 
Abner said to J oab, aud J oab to Abner. when they. met on either aide of 
tho Pool of Giboon; .... d how, having arisen at the bidding of their 
leaders to' make trial of prowess. their young men caught every one his 
fellow by the head, and thrust his sword in his fellow's side, 'and so fell 
down together; a result (DB Warwick efu.rwerde wrot~) which might 
ha ... followed, had not tha sagacil;r and great ORImneas of Mr. Hampden, 
by a short speech, prevented it. 

"1'n11 the Bogue. out by the E ...... ! "-"On tho 8rd of January, 
1642, the Attorne,..Generai (Herbert) bad made a.n inelfectuu! attempt in 
the House of Lords to procure the surrender of one member of that house 
and five members of the Commons, whom he accused in the King's name 
of sundry offences. A King's serjea.nt-at-8l"DlS delivered a similar message 
to the Commons, which replied, through .. deputation to his M.jest,., that 
tho matt~r should be conoidered, and the accooed would be ready to anewer 
any- legal charge. A long and ve.,. warm deb.te paoeed in the ropl 
chamber on the night of this attempt, the Queen taking prominent part 
therein; and it ended (according to an account 1eft by Sir W. Coke of Nor. 
folk) in the oettled reBolve thot Chari .. would himself demimd tho members 
next moroing. But his heart failsd him when the moroing came. He we<' 
to the Queen's apartment. .. rly,and, finding Lady'Carlis1e with her, took 
her Majost;r into her closet, and the .. having put to her all tho hazards. 
of t.he attempt, and aU it.a pOMible cODscquences, declared that he must 
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abandon it. Whereat the Queen, DO longer able to contain her passion, ill 

eaid to have violently1nust onto .. ..tlla. poUr"" I Go. pull.theee roguee. 
out by the ears, ou t&6 me rt'Doyes jatnUllis !" 

'l'ha Attempt to .Anoast the !'iva Jl[embers.-The moat 
dramatic incident that ever took place in the Honee of Commons. and tha 
most important in ita conseqnences, was the attempt of Charles L in 
person to arrest the leading popular members of the .... mbly. Pym. 
Hampden, Hazlerig, Hollis, and Strode were the five whom he had 
determined to secure. With an armed company numbering some two or 
three hundred officers and soldiere, att~nded by his nephew Charle •• til!) 
Elector Palatine, and several membel'8 of the court, the King marched 
from Whitehull to Westminster Hull on Tnesdey. the 4th of Januar;y. 
1642. The House gained word of his coming from one who had pasoed 
the crowd. and a lady of the conn (Lady Carlisle) also sent a hasty 
m .... ge to put Pym on his guard. It was resolved that the five members. 
who had hssn impeached by the King's serje8Jl.t on the previons day. 
'Should .. depart forthwith, to avoid combustion in the house!' Four left 
immediately. but Strode insisted on staying to face the King. until he was 
£o..,ed from the honae by his friend Sir Walter Earle. just as Chsrles 
..... entering Palace YanI. A lane was mede hy the conrtiers 88 

the King advanced through Westminster Hull up to the door of the 
Commons. and some of his armed party pressed forward and thrust awayth. 
doorkeepers. but were .ommanded by Charle. to refrain from entering 
U upon their lives. U A. knock was given, and the door was opened at once. 
the King paseing in accompanied by his nephew alone. He adTanced. 
uncovered, toward the .hair. glancing .agerlyat the place wha ... Pym was 
accustomed to sit. but not seeing him. approached Speaker Lenthal an(l 
said, It By your leave. Mr. Speake,. I must borrow your chair a little.'" 
The Speaker left. and the King entered it. again looking eagerly around. 
while tho members stood uneovered before him. The silence was painful; 
the King broke it at length. in slow utto........ Roshworth. a clerk at 
the table. apPears almost alone to have kept his oomposure •• oolly noting 
down .. in charscter" the King's words. of whi.h Chari .. asked him tho' 
same evening to give an exact transcript. (I Gentlemen." said he, U I am 
sorry for this occasion of .oming unto you. Yesterdey I sent & serje8Jl.t. 
at-arms. upon a very important occasion, to apprehend some that. by my 
command. were ac.used of high treason. whereunto I did expo~ 
obedience. and Dot a message; and I must declare unto you here. that 
albeit no king that ever was in England .hall be more careful of your 
privileges. to maintain them to the uttermost of his power. than I shall 
I>e. yet you must know that in ..... of treason no person hath a priTilcgc. 
And therefore I am come to know if any of th... persons that were 
... used are here; for I must tell you. gentlemen. that so long as these 
persons that I have accused, for no slight crime but for t~n. are here, 
I cannot expect that this House will be in the right way that I do heartily 
wish it; therefore I am oome to tell you that I must haTe them whereso. 
ovor I find them." He again looked about him. and caJled Mr. Pym by 
name. No answer being mAde. he turned to the Speake •• and required to 
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bow whether any of the persons he had ll&D1ed were in the house. 
Lentha.l auswered, kneeling, a May it pi .... your Majesty, I ha,.e neither 
_yeo to see nor tongne to speak in thio place but as th_ Houae is pieMe<\ 
to cllieet me, whoes eel'Vlmt I am here; 'and humbly heg your MajestY's 
-pardon that I cannot gin any other &Rswer than this to what your Majesty 
is pleased to dcma.nd of ms." uWe~" said the XiDg at last, co since I see 
all the birds are ftown, I do expeet from you that you will eend them unto 
me ... soon as they return hither." ApplIlentl,. impreased by the altitude 
of the Speaker and the House, he edded &em_thing more to the e1!eet that 1 
he hed ne,.er intended any faroe, but fa proeeed against the members in 
a legal and fair way. concluding. U I will trouble you no more, hut tell you 
I do expect. as soon as they eome to the house, you will send them to me, 
otherwise I must take my own COU1'88 to find them." He then retired, 
npulling off his hat till he came to the door," the members scowling 
at him and audibly muttering U Privilege! privilege l " The Houso 
adjourned i\eeif immediately the King had left. 

A Gallant Contribution.-Mr. Henry KiIlegrew, of Oornwall, 
member for West Looe. a stanch Royalist, on being invited, with the 'other 
members, to o11'er a contribution towards the formation of an army for the 
Parlisment, stood up and answered he would .provide a good horse, and 8 

good sword, and & good bu1! .oat, and then he would find a good canoe; 
u which for that time," says Clarendon, n only raised laughter, -though they 
knew well wha.t eause he thought good, which he had never· dissembled." 

Impruoience.-Selden says: .. The King calling his friends from the 
. Parliament, he.ause he had use of them at Oxford. is as if a man ahou1d 

have use of a little piece of wood, and he runs down into the cellar &D,d 
takes the spigott: in the meantime all the beer runs about the honse. 
men his friends are abeent the King will he Iosl." . 

Altering the Lori's P>-a.:ver. - Iaaae D'lor.eli mentions that 
U-there was a most bloody~minded 'maker of washing~balls,' as one John 
Durant is de""ribed, appointed •. le.turer by the Houae' of Oommons 
(the Rump), who a1waya left out of tha Lord's Prayer, • As we forgive 
them that tre6p8Bs against us,' and substituted, 'Lord, since thou llast 
now drown out thy sword, let it not he she.tl,ed again till it be glutted in 
the blood of Ihe malignan\s.' .. 

Peers Bitting in the Kouse of CommODS.-By the A.t p .... d 
in March, 1648, for abolishing the Houae of Peers, it was de.iMed, 
.. That such Lords 88 have demeaned t~emselves with honour, courage, 
and fidelity to the Oommonwealth, and their poaterity wbo .hall .ontinue 
so: shall not be excluded from the public councils of the nation, but shaU
'be admitted thereunto, and have their free vote in ParJiamsnt, if they shall 
he thereunto ele.ted, as olherpersons of interest, ele.ted and qunlified the ... 
unto, ought to have." In consequene-e hereof the Earl of Pembroke took 
his s.at.in the Honse of Oommono on the 161h of April. 1648, as knigqto.., 
of the .hire for B.,.ks; as did also, ;;, the same year, W. Earl of Sa1isbu¢'" 
as & burgeas for L)'lIIle, and Edward Lord Howard of E.erike, as 8 

eitizen for Carlisle. These were the only peers that were elected membel'S 
of the Houae of Oommon •• -Parliamentary History. 

D 
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fte l'irat; lI.eform ilL l'a.r1iameDt.-A Hoose of Commons 
(writes Macaulay) .. was • necessaI'1 part of Cromwell's new polity. In 
OODStituting this body, the Prote.tor showed a wisdom aod a public spirit 
which were not duly appreciated by his contemporaries. The vices of the 
old representative system, though by no means 80 serious as they after .. 
wards became, bod already been ",marked by far.sighted men. Cromwell 
mormed that system on the same principles on which Mr. Pitt, a hundmd 
and thirty years later, attempted to ",form it, and on which it was at 
length reformed in our own times. To c_te a Hoose of Lords was a 
leas...,. task. It was to DO purpoas that he olI.red to the chiefs of 
illustrious families ~ats in his DeW senate. They conceived. that ,they 
could not accept a nomination to an upstart assembly without renouncing 
their birtlnight And betraying their order. The Protector was, theref .... , 
.under the necessity of fill.iDg his Upper House with new men who, during 
the late stirring tim .. , had made themaelvee canopicuono. Thie ...... the 
leeat heppy of hie contrivances, and disp1eesed all parti... The Levellers 
we", angry with him for instituting a privileged class. The multitude. 
which felt _pact and fondne .. for the great hietorica! namea of the land. 
laughed without _tramt at a Houee of Lords in which lucl. • .,. draymen and 
shoemakers were seated., to whicb few of the old nobles were invited, and 
from which almoet all thoae old nohl .. who were invited tnrneddisduinfuJly 
away. • • The first Houee of Commono which the paople elected by 
hie oommand queetioned hie authority, and was dissolved without heving 
passed a single Act. His second Houee of Commono, though it recognised 
him as Protector, and wonld gladly heve made him King, obstinately 
mused to acknowledge hie new Lords. He bod DO course left but to . 
dissolve tha Parlisment. 'God: he exclaimed, at parting, 'be judge 
between you and me !' " 

Powv of· Pa.rliamut to CoDVU8 itaelf.-By & statuto, 
16 Car. L e. I, it was enacted thet, if the King neglected to call a 
Parliament fer three Y8lU'8. tho Peers might assemble and issue out writs 
for ohoosing one; and, in ease Gf negleet of the Peers. the eoustituente 
might meet and elect ODO them.sel'f'88. But this, if ever pOot in practice. 
'Would have been liable to S8,-eral inconveniences; and the Act itself was 
..teemed 110 highly detrimental and injurious to the royal prerogative that 
it W&8 repaaled by statute 16 Car. II. c. 1. • • • The CODvention 
Parlisment, which restored King Charle. II., met above a month before 
hie ",turn: the Lords by their own authority, and the Commons in 
pursuance of writa isauad in the namea of the keepars of the liberty of 
England by authority of Parlisment. The said Parlisment .. t till the 
29th of December, full .even mont·ha after the Restorstion, and enacted 

. many Jaws, aevera! of which are .till in force. But this was for the 
necessity of the King, which suparsedea all Jaw; fei if they bod not 
80 met, it was morally impoesible th.t the kingdom should heve baen 
oettled in paace. And the first thing done altar th. King'. return was to 
pass an Act declaring this to be a good ParliAn\ent, notwithatandiug the 

. defoot of the King's writs. It was at that time a great doubt among tho 
lawye1'8 whether even this healHlg Act made it a good Parliament, and 
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beld by very many in the negative. thougb it seems to have been too nice 
_ '& ,semple. And yet, out of abundant caution, it W8B thought necessary to 
eoulirm ito Acto in the next Parliament. by stotute 13 0 ... 11. c. 7 and 
c.14.-Blaeksl .... •• C..........e ........ 

" DisaolUtiOD" OZ' tlInterra.ptioD.'"-Pepys writes: Jan, 9th, 
1659-00. W. Simone told me how hie nuele Beobell (Olerk to tha HoUllO 
of Oommous) .... on Saturday laet e&Iled to the bar. for entering in the 
Jonrual of tha Honee. for the year 1653. these words, "This day hie 

...Excellence the Lord G. Cromwell dissolved thie House." which worde the " 
Parliament voted a forgery. and demanded of him how they came to be 
entered. He oaid that they we .... hie own handwriting. and that he did 
it by righto of hie office. and the practice of hie predecll88Or; and thet the 
intent of the practice wae to let poeterity know how sneh and such a Par. 
liament wae dissolved. whether by command of the King or by their own 
neglect. as the last Honse of Lorde was; and thet to thie end he had laid 
and writ thet it was dissolved by hie Excellence the Lord G. i and thet for 
the word dissolved. ha never at the time did hear of any other term; and 
desired pardon if he would not da .... to meke a word himself what it was 
six years after. befo .... they came themeelvea to e&Il it an intorruption; 
that they woro 80 little satisfied with thie anewer. that they did chnso " 
committee to .... port to the House whether thie crime of Mr. Scobell's did 
eome within the Act of Indemnity or no. 

Scauda10us Scaues.-Deeember 19110. 1666. I up to the Lorde' 
House to enquire for my Lord. Bellasses; and there hear how, at & con· 
ference thie morning between the two Houssa about the busine .. of the 
Oanary Oompany. my Lord Buckingham leaning rcdely over my Lord 
Marqnie Dorcbeeter. my Lord Dorchcater removed hie elbow. Duka of 
Buckiogham asked wh.th.r he was uneasy; Dorcheater repli.d. yes. and 
that he durat not do thie anywhe.... else; Buckiogham .... pli.d, yea he 
would. and that b. was a better man than himself; Dorchester oaid that 
b. Iyed. With this. Buckiogham streck olf hie hat. and took him by hie 
periwigg and pulled it aside. and held him. My Lord Ohamberlain and 
others interpoeed. and upon coming into the HoUllO the Lords did order 
them both to the Tower. whither they are to go thie aft.moon. This 
day's work will bring the Lieutenant of the Tow.r 3M!. • . Sir R. 
Ford did meke me nudcrstand how the House of Oommons is a haast not 
to be nuderstood. it being impossible to know befo .... hand the success 
almost of any smell plain thing. there being 80 many to think and sp.ak 
to any business, and they of 80 uncertain minds, and interests, and 
passions. H. did tell me. aDd 80 did Sir W. Balten, bow sir AIlc" 
Brod,ricke and Sir Allen Apsl.y did come dmnk the otber dsy into IhE> 
House. and did both speak for hoIf au bour. together. and could nol bE> 
.ilh.r laugbed. or pulled. or bid to Bit down and bold Ib.ir peace. to the 
great contempt of the King'8 servants Imd cause; which I am grioved ~ 
wilb ell my beart.-Ibid. ,-' 

.a. Whip by the CourI;.-Deeember Bth. 1666. Tho great Proviso 
paeaed the House of Parliam.nt ye&terdey. whicb makes the King and 
eourt mad. the King haTing given order to my Lord Ohamberlain to •• nd 

D2 
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to the play.hou,es and brothels, to bid all the Pa.rIi&ment-men that were 
there to go to the P."Ii&ment presently. This is tree, it seems; but it 
was carried sgoinst the court by thirty or forty voi.... It is a proviso to 
the Poll Bill, that there shall be a committee of nine pemona that ehsll 
have the inspection upon oath, and powe~ of giving others, of all the 
account. of the money given and spent for this wsrr. This hath a most 
asd face, and will breed very ill blooo.-lbid. 

l' .... liament .. Pooled" by Charles II.-Pepye gives the follow
ing account of the cavaJier treatment of a ParIi&ment by this sovereign ,
.. July 25th, 1667. I demanded of Sir R. Ford and the root, what paseed 
to.day at the meetillg of Pa.rIi&ment, who told me that, contrary to all 
expectation by the King that there wonld be but a thin meeting, there met 
-above three hundred this first day, and all the discontented pa.rI;y; and, 
indeed, the whole House seems to be no other almost. The Speaker told 
th~m, as soon as they were sat, that he was ordered by the King to let them 
know he was hindered by some important bnsinesa to come to them and speak 
to them, as he intended j and therefore ordered him to move that they 
would adjourn themssves till Monday next (it being very plsin to all the 
Honse that be expects to hear by that time of the sealing of the Peace, 
which by letters, it seems, from my Lord Hollis was to be sealed the last 
Sunday). But before they would come to the qnestion wbether they 
would adjourn, Sir Thomas Tomkins steps up and tells them that all the 
country is grieved at this new-raised standing a.rmy; and that they 
thought themselves safe enough in their trayn-handa; and that, therefore, 
he desired tha King might be moved to dishand tham." A vote to this 
.ffeet being passed, the Honse adjourned. Four daye afterwards Pepye 
writes: to Presently comes down the House of Commons (in Westminster 
Hall), the King having made a very short and no plsasing speech to them 
at all, Dot at all giving them thanks for their readinesa to come up to 
town at this buy time; but told them that he did think he should haTO 
had occasion for them, but had none, and therelore did dismiss them to 
look after their OWD occasions till October; and that he did wonder any 
should offer to bring in a snspicion that hs intended to rnle by an a.rmy, 
or otherwise than by the laws of the land, which hs promiasd thom ho 
would do; and so bade them go.home and .. ttle the minds of the country 
in that psrticular; and only added, that he had made a pe .. e which he 
(lid beliove they would lind reasonablo, and a good peace, but did give 
them Done of the partic~1h. ~f. Thus they are dismissed again, to 
their goners! great distaste (l'<rune.it the -greatest that ever Parliament 
"Was) to see t.bemselv8s 80 fool~bs'the nation in certain condition of 
l'Diu, while the Xing, they see, is olNt governed by his lust, and women 
l\Ild rogues about .him. The Speaker, thoy found, was kept from coming 
In the morning to the House on purpose. till after the King was come to 
the House of Lords, for foar they should be doing anything in the Honsa 
of Commons to' the further dissatisfaction of the King and his colU'tiers. U 

Intolera.nce in the House of CODIlDODB.-Februa." IOlh,I667-
63. To Westminater Hall, where the hall mighty full, and, among other 
things, the House begins to ait to.day, and the King came. But before 
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the King's coming'the House of Commons met; and, npon information 
given th.m of & bill intended to be brought in .... ommon report &aid. for 
Compreh.1l8ion. the,. did mightil,. and gen.rally in .... igh against it; and 
did vote that the King should be desired by the House (and the measage 
deliv.red b,. the Privy Connaellors of the House) that the laws against 
broak.rs of the AcHor Uniformit,. ahould be put in ex •• ution: and it 
was moved in tha House that if an,. poopl. had a mind to bring any n.w 
laws into the House about religion. the,. might com ... a proposer of new 
laws did in Ath.ns. with ropes about th.ir n.cks.-PepyB. 

lIr1Ul1ber and Payment of .embers.-March 3Otl •• 1668. At 
dinner we bad a great deal of good discourse about Parliament; their 
number being unc.rtain. and alwayo at the will of ,h. King to in.re ... 
as he saw reason to erect a new borough. But all concluded that the bane 
of the ParJiam.nt hath been the leaTing otf the old custom of the pia<es 
allowing wagee to those that .. rved th.m in Parliam.nt. b,. which they 
ehose men that understood. their business and would attend to it, and they 
could expect an account from ; which now they cannot: and 80 the Parlia
ment is become a company of men unable to gil"8 account for the interest 
of the plao. th.,. eo ... for.-Ibid . 

.. o.u, liItasters .. t Westminstel"."-.April 22M. 1666. .. From 
the Privy stairs," writee P.pyo, .. to WestminBter Hall; and taking water. 
The King and the Duke of York were in the new buildinga; and the 
Duke of York oa1led to m. _hither I W88 going. And I answ.red aloud. 
'To wait on our mastel'S at Westminster;' at which he and all the 
eompany laughed; but I W&8 sorry and troubled for it afterwarde. for 
fear any Parliam.ent~man should have been there; and it will be & ca.ution 
to me for the time to come." -

Holding the Purse-smngs.-.April 3Ot". 1666. Th. Parliam.nt 
several months upon an Act for 800,0001., but C&DDot or will not agreo 
npon it. but do keep it back, in spite of the King's desires to hasten it, 
till they can. obtain what they haT'e & mind in revenge upon BOrne men for 
the late ill mansgem.nte; and h. is forced to submit to what they pi ...... 
knowing that without it h •• hall have no money; and th.y as w.1l that 
it they give tha mon.y the King will sutfer them to do little more.
Ibid. 

Pnsence or the King .. t Debate.-It was 8 frequent prsotic. 
with Chari .. IT. to attend the debetee in the House of P ..... and h. did -
SO even when his own speech from the throne was being taken into eon .. 
sideration. II It was as good as a play,'!.he said on one occasion. Bishop 
Burnet. writing of 1669. thus allude. to the King'. practice: .. To prev.nt 
aU troubl. from the LoMe. the King was advieed to go and be present at 
aU their debete.. Lord Lauderdale Taiued himeelf to m. on this advic •• 
which h. said he gav.. At firet the King ast de •• ntly on the thron •• 
though even this was • groat restraint on tha frsedom of dehate; whi.h 
had 80m. etf.ot for a whila; though afterwards many of the lords eeem'l"', 
to spook with more boldn .... be.ause they &aid one h.ard it to whom th.y 
had no other ...... but in that plao •• and they took the more lib.rty 
because what they said could not be reported wrong. The King, whQ 
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was often we • ..,. of time and did not Imo .. how to get rannd the day, 
liked tbe going to the House as a pleasant diversion. So he went con. 
atantly, and he quickly left the throne and, stood by the fire, which drew B 

crowd about him, thet broke all the decency of thet Hones. For before 
thet time eve..,. lord eat regularly in his place, but the King's coming 
broke the order of their sittinge .. became senators. The King'o going 
thither had. much worse effect. Thus he became a common solicitor,not 
ODly in public affairs, but even in private matters of jostice. He .. ODld 
in a little time have gone round the ho"" and spoken to e~..,. man thet 
he thought worth speaking to, and he was apt to do that upon the solici· 
tation of any of the ladies in favour. or of any that had credit!' 

Origin of the .. CabinBt.D-Few thinge in our histo..,. are more 
curious than the origin and growth of the power now poeeeseed by the 
Cabinet. From an early period the Kinge of England had been assisted 
by a Privy Oouncil, to which the law assigned many important fonctions 
'II1d duti... During severa.! cenlnri .. this body deliberated on the grsvest 
and moot delicate aJfairs. But by degrsee its character changed: it 
became too luge for deapa~ch and eecreey; the rank of privy councillor 
W88 often bestowed 88 BD honorary distinction on persons to whom nothing 
W88 confided. and whose opinion W88 never asked; the sovereign, on the 
most important occasions, resorted for adviee to a small knot of leading 0 

ministers. The advantages and disadvantages of this course were early 
pointed out by Bacon, with ~ usual judgment and sagacity; but it was 
not till after the Restoration that the interior council began to attract 
genera.! notice. During many yea.rs oId·faahionod politiciano continued to 
reg&rd the Cabinet 88 an unconstitutional and dangerous board; neverthe
les., it conatantly became more and more important. It at length draw 
to itself the chief executive power, and has now been regarded, during 
severa.! generations, as an eaeential put of our polity. Yet, strange to 
"y, it still continues to be altogether unknown to the la .. ; the nom .. of 
the noblemen and gentlemen who compose it are never officially announced 
to the public; DO record is kept of ita meetings and resolutions, nor has 
ite existence ever been recognised by lilly A.ct of Parliament.-Macaulay'B 
HHiBtory.n 

The .. Cabal."-During some years the word Cabal was popularly 
used as synonymous with Cabinet. But it happened by a whimaical 
coincidence that, in 1671, the Cabinet cODSisted of five persons the initial 
letters of whose nam .. made up the word cabal-Clil!olJ\, Arlington, 
Buekingh&m, Ashley, and La.uderdale. These ministers were, therefore, 
emphatically caJled the II cabal ;" and they Boon made that appellation 80 

in1amoua that it has never since thei!:' time been used except as a term. of 
reproaeh.-Ibid. • 

• AI here intimated. the word did not origin.te at thil period. Butler, in 
" Budib1'8l, U written lome 1'e&l'8 befON, hal thelinaa-

It Bet up oommitt ... of oabalt 
To pack deaigu .... ithout the walla," 

And tM'Uer inltOoZloe. omy be found. 
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"Cabinet Council" OZ' If ~.";"-'In January, 1711" a. 
debate aroee in the House of LordS OIl the dam. of Spain, and it was 

. reeol-red to present an address to the Queon for 80me papers, the Hou •• 
then adjonroing during pleaaure. The address was carried up immediatoly 
to st. James's, and &. favourable answer was returned, together with an 
intimation that her Majeaty deaigoed to hear the dehato i""'pito. It 
was resumed on the Queen entering the house, but it soon diverged into 
a question of the mean.iD.g of the term " Cabinet Council." Lord Sears .. 
dale had propoead a reaolution in which this torm waa oaed, but he aftsr. 
wards cha.nged it to U Ministers," giving as his reason that the latter was 
hettor known than the former desiguation. Lord Cowper gave his 
opuuon that the word .. Ministor or Ministry would run into the eame 
exception with Cabinet Council; that they were both terms of an uncertain 
BigniJica.tiou." The Earl of Powlet urged that "there's DO distinction 
betw .. n the Ministry and the Cabinet Council, for those who were of the 
Cabinet were Ministers; " but it was rejoined that the word Ministry was 
more copious .. The Earl of Islay said it was true neither term was 
.commonly bOWD in the law, U and therefore they ought to use a plain 
English word." The lamooa Earl of Petorhorough contributod the. moat 
elfective peeasge to the discaesion. He esid .. he· thonght the wo~ 
-Cabinet Council not 80 proper 88 Ministers. He had heard a distinction 
betw .. n the C.binet Council and the Privy Council; that the Privy 
COUDSellors were such 88 were thought to know everything, and knew 
nothing; and tho .. of the Cabinet Council thought nobody knew anything 
but themselves. The same distinction might in great measure hold 88 t.o 
Ministsrs and Cabinet Council. Tho word C.binet Council was indeed 
too copious, for they disposed of all; they fingered the money; they 
meddled with the war; they meddled with things they did not under. 
stand. So that sometimes there was no Minuter in the Cabinet Councit'~ 

Deba.te without Bea.soD.-Lord Keeper GlIilford (mitsa Roger 
North) once diDing with Mr. Hngh May, in Scotland Yard, Sir Henry 
Capel, who was of his lordship'S relation and long aequaintance, made 
oue. Among other discourse, Sir Henry Capel was urged much to say 
why they (meaning the country perty) urged & certain mattor so violently 
in the House of Commons, and yet theta was no tolerable reason in all the 
debato given for it. At 'last he anawered that "they did not use to give 
the true reaaona that swayed them in debat .. to the Hou..... His lord • 
. oJiip thonght it a strange account. . 

A Quarrel OD a. Disputed DivisioD.-M.y 10tll, 1675, a debate 
took place in the Commons respecting the English regiments in the 
French anny, the King (Charles IT.) havingatatsd that it would be inc~, 
,sisteut with his honour to reeall them. On a division, the tellers \rirre 
charged with negligence and fraud; instantly the lenders, who eat on the 
lower benches. sprang to the table, and the other members on each side 
<lrowded to their aopport. Lord Cavendish and Sir John Hamner 
diatingoished themselves by their violence; and epithets of insult; with 
threats of defiance, we.. reproachfully exchenged. The tumult had 
lasted half an hour, when the Spe~r. without asking permission, took 
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possession of the chair ji ilhe D:taoe, after some resistance, W88 again placed 
upon the table; the members resumed their seata, and, on the motion of 
Sir Th.mas Lee. a promise woe given by each in hia tum that he would 
take n. n.tice .ut .f do ... of what had happened within.-Lingar<i· • 
. " HiBto-ry 01 BngZanul." 

Counting Ten for One.-The f.rmer Parliament (writas Burnet. 
1680) had paseed a very strict Act f.r tha due executi.n of the Bahasa 
C.rpue. which woe. indeed. ..u they did. It woe carried by an odd 
artifice in the H.nee of Lonls. Lord Grey and Lord N.rris .... re named 
to be the telle... Lord N .rris. being a man subject to vapoure. was not at 
all times attentive to what he was doing; 80 a very fat lord coming in, 
L.rd Grey c.unted him f.r ten. ae a jest at first. bu~ seeing L.rd Norris 
had not observed it, he went OD wit.h his mis-reckoning of ten. So it ,.,. 
rep.rted to tha Hcuee and declared that they who were f.r the bill we .. 
the maj.rity. th.ugh it. indeed. went .n tho .ther side. And by thia 
meaue the bill paesed. 

'l'he Caee ..I.ltered.-A division took place in tha C.mm.ne. seesiOD 

1685, on a motion to cousider the King's speech before they should proceed . 
to the eupply. when it was carried by .ne .nly against the c.urt. The 
Earl .f lII.iddieton. .f Scotland. then a Secretary of State f.r Eugland 
&Dd a member of tho Rouse of Commons, here seeing many go out upon u 

the division against the court who 'Were in the service of the Government. 
went down to the ba.r, and, as they were told in, reproached them to their 
facos" for voting as they did; and & Captain Kendal being one of them, 
the earl said to him there, Of Sir, have not you 8 troop of horse in his 
Majesty's serviceP" uYes, my lord," replies the other; "but .my 
brother died last night. and has left me 7001. aye ... " Thia I had from 
my uncle. the Ii .. t L.rd Onsl ..... who was then .f the Houee of C.mm.na 
IUld p .. eent. Thia inc~ent upon .ne T.te prohably saved the nation.
Not. by OnalOtD in B,."",,', Hvl.ry. 

Setting his H01l8e in Order.-A questi.n woe raiaed in .the 
H.use.f L.rds. 1677 (writes Burnet) ... to the legality of a prorogation. 
Buekingll&m. Shaftesbury. Salisbury. and Wharton. f.r the part they took 
in, the debate, were offered the alternative of asking pardon 88 delinquents, 
.r being eent to the T.wer; they ohose the latter., The Duke of Bucking. 
ham left the H.use whila Lord Anglesea was arguing against their 
imprisonment, but he came into his place next day, and excused his 
departure by eayiug that. as ;he eaw their I.rdehips intended he sh.nld 
lodga 80me time in an.the. place. an<i as he kcpt hia family with_ very 
exact economy, he had been home to set hie bouse in order, and was noW" 
ready to submit to their p1oosure. . 

"1'01" Ever."-Evelyn writes: II Oct. 1, 1678. The Parliament and 
the whole nation were alarmed about 8 conspiracy of Bome eminent Papists 
f.r the destructi.n .f tho King and introducti.n .f P.pery. diec.vered by 
one Oatas and Dr. T.ngoe. which last I knew. . N ... 15. Dive .. 
• r the P.pish peOl'B were sent t. the T.weI ••• cneed by Oatas. and..u th& 
Roman Oatholi. I.rde were by a new Act for ... r excluded the Parli ... 
ment, which W88 a mighty bl.w. • J'a ... 25. The Long Parliament. 
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which had sat ..... 1' sin ... the RestamatiOB ..... dieeolv.d by persuasion 
of the Lord Treasan!r. tho' di""", of them were beli.ved to be hie 
pensioners." 

Appzoobatic!a of 1;he Speaker Befuseil by 1;he aov"""igD.
The 1i.oJaI. ~ of the Speak.r elected by a new Parliam.nt. which 
is 1lO1r given as a matter tJf eauma. WB8 Jefused in 0118 instance by 
Cha>Iea II. In 1679 the Oommone .h ... Ilr. Edward Seymonr. lObo had 
been Speak.r in the previous ParIiameIR, bat .... reluetutt to .. no again 
- _~ d ill.health. Wheto he ~ted for _PPM.,.} by the 
King. the Clumeellor informed him hie .,.jeet;r had other need of his 
_ .... and thet the H01l8B must make another <>hoi... A warm debet.. 
and addreee to the King followed. but the King replied to the bearem of 
the addreee." Gentlemeu. all this is but 1 ... of time; and th.refore I 
desire ;ron to go beck again, and do lIS I have direoted ;rou." Anoth.r 
addreee was followed by a prorogation. Th. HOUBB .ventually .. leoted 
somBOBO .leo. in the perBOB of Mr. Serjeant Grego.,.. 

Slitting a Member's lIose.-Burnet, in his "History," relates 
the eiromnstanees connected with the outrage upon Sir John Coventry. 
Sir John mad. a strong relleetion on the amonrs of Charles II .• and 
snuggled muoh in the H0B88 agaiDst grants of money. Ref.rring to the 
play.,.. who. it was nrged by the court; psrt;r ..... re the King's servants 
and a put of hie pleasure. Coventry asked whether did the King's piOllSUn! 
lie among the m.n or the women thet acted P This was carried with great 
indignation to the court. Chari .. accordingly sent some of the guards to 
watch in the _ts where Sir John lodged. and leave a msrk on him. Sands. 
and O·Brian. and som. othe,. .... nt thith.r. and as Coventry was going 
hom. they dre ... about him. He stood up to the .... aIl and dre .. the lIambe.u 
out of hie .. rvant·s haJid. and. with that in the one hand and hie sword in 
the other. ha defended himself so .... 11 thet he got more credit by it than " 
by all the actions of hie lif., He .... unded some of th.m. but .... soon 
disarmed. and then th.,. cut hie nose to the bone. The affair wae managed 
under the orde", of the Duke of Monmouth. to wh ... hOUBB the rnffian& 
repairod after performing their task. The H01l8B peaeed a bill of haniab
meut againet the perpetIBto,. of it. adding. cla1l8B that it should not be 
in the King's power to pardon them • 

.Judge .Jef&e7a not "P.."liament l'roof.B_After the dieeolu
ti"'l of the Oxford Parliam.ut. in 1679. the country party petitioned 
for the ealling of' a Parliament in terms offensive to the court; and, 
in opposition to theBB petitiono. the prerogative pert,- addreased tho 
Crown. exp....mg their abhorrence of the proceedings of the peti
tioners. In encouraging these abhot"1'er8, as they were termed, J effreP".. ' 
rendered himself eminently conspieuous, and, on the meeting of the new 
Parliam.nt in 1680. he fell, with the reot of tho .. who had opposed the 
petition for ita assemb~ under the censure of the Oommons. Accord. 
ingly, on tbe 13th of November, 1680, it was resolved, U That Sir George 
Jeffreys, Record.r of the City of Loudon. by traducing and obetrocting 
petitioning for the sitting of thie Parliement. hath destroyed the right of 
the oubjeet : " and it wae ord.red that an humble addreee should be pro-
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sented to his Majesty (OhM1es n.) to "'m .... Sir G90rge Jeffreys from 
all public offic... To this address his Majesty replied ~ he would con. 
Bider of it. Jeffreys himeelf trembled at the proepcet of pop1llar 
indignation. Being brought to the bar of the Honse, he 1'I!Ceived .. 
"'primaod on his knees, and B11Ch W8B the'elfect of this disciplioo upon 
his spirits that he immodistely resolved to ""';gn his office of &Corder, 
which drew loom the King tho oboonation that ho was not .. Parliam.nt 
proof."-Bo,cos'a U BrUilh. Latwyer •. " 

A SlIbteri'nge.-In tho reign of Charles n. many of the ab""" .... , or 
prerogative party, wore eeized by order of the Commons, and committed 
to oustody. One Stowo\, of Exoter, ",fueed to obey tho Serjoant-at..Anns, 
and said he 1m_of no law by which they pretended to commit him. The 
Honee, finding it equally oIauge1"01l8 to ad ....... or recode, got olf by . _on. They _.ted in their Joumaia that Stowel was indiopoeed, and 
that .. month'. time W&8 allowed for the _overy of his heaith.-Oldfield. 

B.......ngging the P .... u..m. ..... t.-EveIyn writes in his Diary, 
.. March 10th, 1687. Most of tho _te officers, both in the _ and 
country, lords and others, w .... diamias'd, &8 they would not promiao his 
:M&jostytheir coneent to the repeal of the Test and Penal Statutes against 
Popiah re ....... t... .To this end most of the Parliament-men we .. spoken 
to in his Majesty'. ei ... t, and snch &8 refus'd, if in any placo or office of 
trnst, civil or military, .. e .. put out of thllir employment... Tbis was .,," 
time of greate trial, but herdly one of them _ted.» 

Origin of the T....... .. Whig" aad .. Tory. ~-At this tim. 
(1679) we .. IiJst heard the two lIiclmsmeo -which, though originally given 
in insult, were BOon aasum.ed with pride, which are still in daily use, whieh 
have spread &8 widely &8 the English race, and which will last ... long .. 
the English literature. It is .. ouriOUB .ircumsta:nce that ono of th ... 
ni.1mamos was of Seoieh and tho other of Irish origin. Both in Scotland 
and in Ireland misgovernment had ea\led into oxiatenoo bande of d_rate 
men, whoee ferocity W88 heightened by religions enthoai8lllll. In Seotland, 
.. me of the poreecnted Covenantera, driven mad by oppression, had lately 
murdered the Primate, had taken arms againat the Government, had 
<>btoined .ome advantages againat the King'. forces, and had not boon put 
dowo till Monmouth, at the head of eome troope from England, had 
routed them at Bothwell Bridge. Th... aealots were most nnmorons 
among the rusti.. of the westo!'li lowlande, who were vulgarly called 
Whiga. Thns the appellation of Whig .... fastened on the Presbytsrian 
aealots of Scotland, and .... tranaferred to those English polil.icians who 
obowed a disposition to oppoee the court and to treat Protestant N oneon· 
formiata with indnIgance. The boga of Ireland at the same time derded 
a refuga to Popiah outlaws, much roaambling those who we .. afterwarde 
Imown .. Whiteboys. Those man were then ea\led Tories. The name of 
Tory was therefore given to Engliahmen who refueed to concur in 
excluding a Roman Catholic prince from the thrcne.-Macaulay' ... H ... 
tory." Professor Pryme. who represented Cambridge University and was 
Chairman of Committees. saye. in his U Recolloctions:" II O'COllDell 
.showed me in the library of tho Honse of Commona, .. an illustration 
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of the lllIme of Tory. an Irish Act of 'parliament fDr the suppression of 
• Rappa.rees. Tories. &Ild other Robbere.' Tbe appellation of Whig, lUI 

well 88 Tory, was also & nickname, and given by the opposite party in 
allusion to sour milk.J! 

l'reedom of Speech bl l' ...... Uament;-What was thonght by the 
HOIlSS of Commoll8. in the "'ign of James II .• IlIlre&80Il8b1e latiinde of 
speech. is iIlllStrated in the following extract from M&COIllay. The 
CommOIlS had p_ted an address to the King on the 8Ilbject of infrec· 
tiOIlS of the Test Act. and we'" met by a "'primand. On the ",&socmbliDg 
of the H ........ Wharton. the boldest and most active of the Whiga. pro· 
posed that a time shonld be appointed for taking his Majesty's &D8Wer 
into consideration. Jolm Coke, member for Derby, though a DOted Tory, 
seconded Wharton. I I hope,' he said. l that we are all Englishmen, 
and that we shall not be frightened from our duty by a few high words.' 
It was DlIUlfully. but net wisely. spoken. The whole House was in .. 
tempest. • Take down his words! I • To the bar!' I To the Tower!' 
rssollllded'from every Bide. Th ... who we", most lenient proposed that 
the:oIIender should be ",primanded. but the Ministers vehemontlyinsisted 
that be should be sent to prison. The House might pardon. they said, 
oIIen ... committed againet itself. but had no right to pardon an insult 
offered to the Crown. Coke was sent to the Tower.". 

A St_ding Da.DgH.-on June 28. 1689. the subject of the arrest 
of the Earl of Danby. then a member of the Honse of CommoDs. W88 dis· 
cnosed. He had fitted out his pleaanre-y""ht. and enpplied it with arms. 
It was alleged that this W88 done with a view to 'SOme treasonable project. 
Serjeant MaYJlSrd said. in tbe caurae of his apeeoh ,'''If we take notice 
of this, and let a member sit amongst us so accused, we cannot well answer 
that. We are to vote it a breae.h of privilege, and then inquire what those 
treasonable practices are .. At this rate, we may all be imprisoned &Ild 
whipped to our lives' end."-Parliamenta.ry History. 

:Longevit,'.-of Serjeant Maynard it is also related th.t when tbe 
Prince of Ol'8Dge received a deputation from the ba.r on his arrival in 
London. he thuB addressed the member who forty-seven years before had 
conducted the proceedinga against Stra1ford, "Serj .... t. you must snmly 
have outlived aU' the lawyers of your time." "Yes. my lord." was the 
"'ply to the fum... King. "and without yo ... highnees I might also beve 
outlived our laws." . 

Division :Lista.-"Macaulay mentio~ that lists of divisions were, 
for the fimt time in our history, printed and dispersed for the information 
of collStitnent bodies at the genoral eloction in 1690. The first publica
tion, however. of division liats of ... y kind occurred (Mr. R. Palgravr-_' 
points out) in April. 1641. when the llSIDes of tho.e who bed voted agains> 
~tra1Iord's attainder were posted up as II betrayem of their country." and 
a similar document omanfLted from the opposite side. 

ne Speaker &1l Agent of Corruption.--Bir John Trovor. who 
was chosen Speaker of the House of Commons in 1689, was also, for 

• Compare. under If Chatham," u Strong Terms respecting .. XiDg'_ Speech." 



404. J.NHCDO'l' AL HISTORY 01' P ABLIntEN'i!. 

8 time. First Commissioner of tho Groat Se&!. Bishop Bnrnot says of 
him: "Being a Tory in principle. he nnderlook to Dl8IUIg8 thet party. 
provided he waa fnrnished with ... ch sums of mone,. aa might pnrchaae 
some votes; and by him began the practice of buying off men, in which 
hitherto the King (William m.) had kept to stricter roles. I took tbe 
libert,. once to complain to the King of this method. He &aid. he heted it 
88 much as aur man could do ; but he saw it was not possible. c01lSideriDg 
the corrnption of the ego. to avoid it. nnIe .. he would endaeger the 
whole!' 

Committal fOl' BeceiviDg Koney from the Eing.-lo 1693. 
U while the Oommons were debating supplies. the comm.iseioners they had 
appointed for I 'lking the public .. conate were ordered to Ia,. before the 
House an accou.....t of what money had been paid for secret service, and to 
members of Parliament, out of the public revenue. Upon examination of 
the whole matler. it waa reeolved on February the 17th (1694). ' That the 
Lold F&lkland. being 8 member of thet Houae. by begging and receiving 
20001. from his Majeat,.. contrary to the ordinary method of issuing and 
bootowing the King'. money. w .. goilly of • high miadem_or and 
breach of trost, and that he be committed to the Tower of London 
during the pI ....... of the Honse.' Accordingl,. his lordehip waa &aUt to 
the Tower, from whence on February the 19th he presented a 'petition to 
the Houss. oetting forth thet he was higbl,. sensible of their displsaaure, P 

.,.d that a longar continnauce of his confinement would be extremel,. 
prejudicial to him. Whereupon it was oldered thet he should be dis. 
charged from his imprisoDment."-PaTliamentary DeIuil .. ; 1668-1741. 

Bo;ral Pre~gative.-sir J chu Trevor. speaking in the Honse of 
Commons on the roral prerogative, maintained that ite exerciss was b,. no 
means to be inquired into by Parliament. «It is the King's prel'OgatiT8," 
said he. " to make peace or war, 'tis 1no thet mak .. it and he thet breake 
it. The disciples eame to our Saviour in the ship, and aaid, ' Lord, saTe 
us, or we perish!' and we say DO more to the King." 

Vote or Ce""""" on the Speaker.-lo 1690 a rumODr roes and 
epread thet the funda of the Cily of London and the East India Compan,. 
had been largel,. employed for the pnrposs of corrnpting great men. and 
the name of Sir John Trevor, Speaker of the Houae of Commone, waa 
mentioned among others.. A committee was appointed to examine the' 
booke of the two corporatione. Fole,. waa placed in the chair, and within 
R week reported that the Speak'll" had, in the preceding eession. received 
from the Cily 8 thousand guine .. for expediting a local hill. A. eoou 88 

tho report of the committee had been read, it wes moved thet he had been 
goilt,. of a high crim. and miademeanor. He had to stand up and 
to put the question. There was a loud cry of' It Ay!" He called on 
the "noes," and scarcel,. & voice waa heard. He was forced to d&Clare,.. 
that the .. ay .... had it. A man of epirit would heve given up the gbost 
with remorse and shame, and the nnutlerable iguominr of that moment 
loft ite mark ovon on the callono hesrt and brazen forehesd of Trevor. 
Had he returnod to the Hauss on the following .da,. he would heve had to 
put the question on a motion for hi. OWD expnlsion. He therefore plesded 
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illD .... and abut himself up in his bedioom. Wbarton ~n brougbt down 
a roya\ message &nthorising the CommODS to eleot another Speaker.
Maccwlay'. Ie Hillory." 

Boya.l Assent to .. Bill Befused. by William. III.-On tbe 
meeting of Parliament in November, 1693, n there W88 a. bill lay ready lor 
the royal .... nt, 'Toucbing free and impartial proceedingS in Parliament,' 
whicb bad been prepared the last Y""'", and was now again brooght in and 
passed br both h ...... ; but his Majest,- thought fit again to refuee his 
asaeut to it; which the Commons took 80 ill, thet the next day. upon 
considering the state of the nation, they resolved' That whoever advisod 
the King not to give the roya\ assent to that act was an enemy to their 
Majesties and the kingdom,' and a representation was drawn up br a 
eommittae, and agreed to by the House. wherein they humbly laid befol'O 
his Majest,-" & representation to that e«oot. The King returned a vague 
reply, whereupon I; motion was proposed in the House, n That an humble 
application be made to his Majesty for a further answer;" but the motion 
was negatived. (Parliamentary Dehat&s.1668 to 1741.) The last occ.sion 
on which the Royal .... nt to a bill was refoaed occurred in the following 

-reign (aee p. 18, ani.). 
'l'he Co_ODS Stopping .. Boya.l Gra.nt.-Jn 1695, & ..... rraut 

was issued by William. m, conferring upon the King's friend Bentinck, 
who bad been made Earl of Portland, auudry lordshipa in Wales, amonut
ing to about live-sixths of the cauuty of Denhigh. The matter excited 
strong opposition, and a deputation of gentlemen from the Principality 
'Was heard on the subject before the Lords of the Treasury. It was also 
brought before Parliament br a patition to the Commons, when Mr. Price 
-one of the petitioners. but also .. member of the House-made a plain .. 
spoken addresa on the subject, sa:ring that at this rate we we .. in danger 
of becoming a colony to the Dutch. He continued: "I shall make no· 
severe remarks on this great man, for his greatness makes us little, and 
will make the Crown both poor and precarious; and when God aball please 
to send D8 a Pl'inee of Wales. he may have such a present of a crown 
made him as & Pope did to King J obu, who was surDSmed Sa... T ..... e, 
and was by his lather. King Henry the Second, made Lard of Ireland; 
. which grant was confirmed by the Popa, who sent him a crown of 
peaeockc' feathers. in derision of his power and the poverty of his 
reunue. I would have us to consider that we &l'8 Englishmen. and 
must, like patriots. stand by our conutry. and not sulfer it to hecome 
tributary to strangers. We heve rejoiced that we have beat out of this 
kingdom Popary and slavery, and do now with a. great joy entertain 
Socinianiam and poverty; and yet we .ee our proparties daily giv4i. 
away, and OUl' liberties must soon follow. I desire redress rather than 
punishment, therefore I shall neither move for an impeachment against 
this noble lord nor for the banishment of him; but ahall only heg that 
he may have no power over us, DOl' we any dePendence upon him." He 
concluded br moving an add .... to the King that the landa .hould not be 
granted but by tonsent of Parliament; and we are told by the reporter 
(Parliamentary Dehat&s, 1668 to 1741) that "this stout and eloquent 
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speech made 80 great an impreBSion that Mr. Price's motion W88 carried 
-by an 1IIl&Dimous consent.". The addreaa was presented to the King by 
the Speaker. attended by the whole House. and his Majeaty replied, .. I 
should not hove giTOD him ·the .. lando if I hod ,imagined the Houao of 
OOnlDlona could hove been' .. neerned, I will therefore rooal the gnmt. 
and find some _other way of showing my favour to him." 

The :Lords BescindiDg a Committal by the CommoDS.-
25th J ..... 1697-98.-Chorleo Duncombe. Esq .• M.P •• was charged with 
making false indorsements on Exchequer bills, and was committed close 
prisoner to the Tower. 29th.-Being ill, his apotbecary and his brother 
Anthony Duncombe were permitted to see him. He ·conf .... d his guill, 
and was expelled tho Honas. .A. bill was brought in for .. izoro of his 
estote, which was peaeed 26th Feb. nfter groat opposition. 138 against 103. 
This being aont to the Lords. they desired a conference with the 
Commons, and not heinl<" satisfied, though he hod acknowledged the fact. 
they diech.rged him from the Tower. Slot March.-The Commons re· 
committed him. We do not find in the Jonrna1s of the Honas thet my
thing further was done.-Bray'. Note. to EfJel'!J1&'. Diary~ 

The Case of Ashby and Whi_:L .. w versus Privilege.
The repre .. ntotivehi&tory of Ayleebary (writes Oldfield) is the most 
importa.nt in the a.nna1s of Parliament, as it involves the lamous case or 
Ashby md Whit_ conteet between Law and Privilege, which produced 0 

a serioDS differen.,. between tho two Honses. Ashby hod brought an 
action (1708) against White and othe .. , the constsblea. rotorning olIice .. 
of the borough, for not receiving his vote. The House of Commons con .. 
sidered the interference of a court of law, in a question which OOIlcerned 
the right of election. as a broach of their privilege. 8Ild ordered all the 
parties concerned therein-counsel, attorney, and othere-to be taken into 
custody. Lord Chief Jnstice Holt was also ordered to attend the HoU80. 
but. diaregordiug the oummona. the Speaker was diroeted to proceed with 
the mace to the Court of Queen's Bench and command his attendanoe upon 
the Honas. The Chi.f Justice is said to ha"e replied ... Mr. Speaker. if 
yon do not depart from this court. I will commit you. though you hod tho 
whole House of CommoDB in your belly." The Queen was compelled to. 
prorogue the Parliament to put an end to the dispute. 

The :Legielative 11m... with Scot1au.cL-The copy nf tho> 
treaty of Union botwsen England and Scotland was registered by the 
Scotti.h Parliament on the 25th of March. 1707. and on the 22ud of April 
(writes Sir Walter Scott) .. the Parliament of Scotland edjourned fOr" 

ever. Seafield, the Chancellor, on an oocasion which every Scotsman 
ought to hove oonsidered as & malancholy one. behaved himself with brutal 
le,1Iy. and aaid th.t 'tho .. was an end of an auld aang.' On the lot of 
May. 1707. tho Union took plaoe. amid the dejection 8Ild despair which 
.ttsuded on tho downfall of an ancient stote. and lInder a sullen expression 

• Maca.ula7, .trangel7 8nourb, qaeationa the Iaot of this .peeoh baving been 
deliverod, and alludea to it as an Ie impertinence,"-See note to his U Hiltory .. • 
Chap. XXI .• 1696. 
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1>1 discontent. that was far fro", promising the oouree of prosperity which 
the treaty finally produced." 

.6. Scottish Patriot 011 the VIliOlL.-While the projected Union 
was nuder discussion in the Scottish Parliament, in November, 1706, Lord 
Belhaven gave expression to the fealinga of the party opposing it. in a 
forcible spesclt, part of which ran .. foll<>ws: .. I think I s •• the present 
peers of Scotland, .whose noble 8Dcesto1'8 conqu8ll6d provinces, overran 
conotries, reduced and subjected towns and fortified placcs. • .... ted 
tribute through the greateet part of England. now walking in the Court 
of Requests like so many English attome:va; laying aside their walking 
swords when in o<>mpany with the English pee ... l.at their self.d.efenco 
shoold be found murder. 1 think I see the honourable estate of barons. 
the bold assarto .. of the nation'. rights and liberties in the worat of 
times, now setting & watch upon their lips a.nd 8 guard upon their tongues. 
lest they may be fOlllld guilty of .""ndaIwm magnatum. a speaking evl! of 
dignities. I think I ... the royal &tote of bnrgbers walking. their 'deso· 
late streets. banging down their beads under dissppointments. wormed OIlt 
of all tho branches of their old trade. uncertain whet band to torn to, 
necessitai:.e4 to become 'prentices to their unkind neighbours, and yet, 
after s11, findiug their trade so foItilied by companies and .. cured by 
p .... riptions. that they despair of any an ..... tberein. I think I ... our 
leamed judges laying aside their pratiques and decisioll8. studying the 
common law of England, graTelled with certioTam, nisi priuses. writs of 
error. verdicts. injllllctiollB, demure. &C •• and frightened with appeala and 
avocations, because 'of the new regulatiODB and rectifications they lI13y 
meet with. . .. But above all, my lord, I thiDk I see our ancient mother 
Caledonia, like C.,.... Bitting in tbe midet of our BOnate. mefully looking 
1'OUDd about her, covering herself with her royal garment, attending the 
fatal blow. and breathing out her last with an etliu quoque ""fili!" The· 
effect of this harangue. ":va Scott. W&8 in some degree dispallod by Lord 
Marcbmont. who. rising to reply. said he too had been milch etrnck by 
the noble lord's vision. but that he conceived the exposition of it migh,t 
be given in a few words: "I awoke, and behold it W88 8 dream! " . 

The Septellllial BilL-~ bill extending the duration of Parlia. 
meDt from three to seven years W88 ~ in 1716. It was introduced 
by ths Ministers of the doy in the HoIl8O of Lords in tlJe fust inatsnce. 
and. when it had passed that Holl8O. was sent down to tbe Commoll8 by 
tho' bande of two of the judges. The preamble· gave &8 .... 0118 for the 
repeal of the Trielllltal Act thet it bad been found" very g.:ievoUB and 
burdensome, by occasioning much greater and more continued expenses' 
in order to elections of members to serve in Parliament, and more violent..
and lasting boats and animosities among the anbjects of this reaiul;
than were ever known before." Lord Somers. who died on the day 
the bill was passed, was reported to Bve said of it, in his last moments, 
.. I think it will be the greateet support possible to the liberty of the 
countTy." 

A DUemma.-The Earl of Poterborongb. speaking in tbe House of· 
Lords. April 14th, 1716. in opposition to the Septennial Bill. said that it 
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this present Parliament continued beyond the time for which th""we ... 
chosen, he knew Dot how to express the manner of their existence, unless 
-begging leave of that vene .. ble bench (turning to the bishopo)-they 
had recourse to the distinction need in the Athanaeisn Creed; for they 
would neither be made nor crooted, but proeeeding.-ParZiamentary 
History. 

BzpuIsiona from the House of Commona.-Many e"Polsiona for 
eommercisl and other frauds took place in the early part of the eighteenth 
century. After the bureting of tbe South Sea bubble, .. vera! leading 
members who had heen identified with it were expelled from Parliament. 
':rile Chancellor of the Exchequer. Aislabie, was one of these. He was 
said tu have made 8 quarter of 8 million by trsnaectiona in the etock of 
tbe company, contrsry to his oath of office. He was expelled without 8 

division, sent to the Tower, and ordered to refund his gaiDa. The same fate 
OOlell Sir George Caswell, a wealthy hanker of the day. On the 28rd of 
January, 1721, the Commo ... , having ordered their doors to be locked and 

.tha keys to be laid on the table, eummoned Sir Robert Chaplin, Bart., Sir 
Theodore Janseen, Bart., Mr. F. Eyles, and Mr. Sawbridge (directors of 

·the South Sea Company), to .ttend in their place. immediately. General 
Ro .. acquainted the Honee" that they had alreedy di.covered a train of 
the deepeat villany and fraud that hell ever contrived to rain a nation." 
It was then agreed ... m. c .... that Sawbridge and Janseen be expelled tIl. 
Honee; and on the 28th a like resolution was agreed to with reapeet to 
Chaplin and Eyle •. -In 1728, Lord Barrington, an Irish poer, was 
expelled for" promoting, abetting, and carrying on the fraudulent under
taking callea the Harburgh Lottery." In 1730, Sir Robert Sutton and 
two other members were dismissed for partieipating in the direetion of a 
concem called the Charitable Corporation. A member (Mr. Ward) who 
in 1727 .... proeeeuted by the Duchess of Buckingham for forgery, and 
convicted, was expellea and .tood in the pillory, where he had his foot
man in livery to .ttend him. He is referred to in Pope'. line in the 
n Dunciad." 

.. AI thiok .. egp.t Ward. in pillorJ." 
Paramount Dipity of Parli ..... ent.-on the Srd of Febroary, 

1721, upon Lord Chancellor Macclesfield'. not coming in time to tbe ' 
House, and, when he came, excusing himself. II that he had been sum
moned to attend his Maj68ty at St. James's, u the Lords &nid, n That this is 
an indignity offered to the Hou.e, which is UIldoubtedly thc greatest council 
'in the kingdom, to which all other councils ought to gin way, and not to 
Bny other!'-Hm.ell. 

A Courl;i81' CeDJl1U'8a by the Bpeu81'.-Lord Southampton, 
then Colonel ~tzroy, beiPg in attendance upon the King'. person as one 
of the grooms of the bedchamber, and ccming in late to make one of the 
forty membo1'8, the Speaker. Mr. Onslow, reprimanded him, 88 he eame 
up the house, for not coming earlier. Colonel Fitzroy excused lrlmsell 
by saying U be was in waiting upon his Majesty." II Sir/' said Mr. 
,Onslow, with a. loud and eommanding voice, U don't ten me of waiting; 
this is your pl.ce to attend in; this is your first duty."-Ibid. . . 
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Keeping the J[iDg WaitiDg.-" Th.", happen.d within my 
memory," says Hatsell, .... and since I have been: in the service of the 
House of Oommons, • very extraordinary casB, which was in the 1irst 
year of his present Majesty, King Gtlorge m. (on the 20th of Jannary, 
1761), wh ... the King woe actually on the thron., and t.h. Black Rod 
was eoming with the message for the House of Commons to attend hia 
Maj.sty; but there not being forty m.mbers present, Mr. Onslow, th.n 
Speak.r, d.clin.d taking the chair, and the King .... k.pt waiting a 
considemble time. The reason of this was tha.t it was generally known 
that the only purpose for which the King cam. at that time .... to 
giT9 the royal .... nt to • Mon.y Bill. This bill had p .... d tha Honae 
of Lords, but tile House of Commons had received no message from the 
Lords to inform them that the Lords had agraed to it, and therefore till this 
IIlBS58g8 W88 reeeiTed the Speaker could. not take notice of their agree
m.nt, or receive or take up the bill for the royel .... nt. And though 
the Lords' messengers were at the door, the Speaker could not, agreeable 
to the ancient rnIe and unbroken practice nf the Houee, take tho choir, 
for the purpose of admitting the m .... ngers, till th.", .. ere forty 
members p .... nt. If the Black Rod, inatsed nf loitering, .. h. did, in 
the _ge between the houses, had come forward and knock.d at tha 
door, the Speaker, though forty members were Dot present, mm have 
immediately taken the chair and gone up to the King." 

Arbitrary Proceeding of the CoJllJllODS.-When Lord Mayor 
Croabyand two of the alderm.n had committed 0 m .... ng.r nf the Hone. 
of OommoDs to the CompterJ in 1771, for attempting to arrest a citizen 
without their authority, not only were they sent to the Tower, but the 
Lord Mayor'. clerk wae ord.red to attend ot the bar of the Com mono with 
the minute.books nf his court, and ha .... there foroed to strike out the 
record of the commitment, and tho subsequent recognisanees into which 
the m .... nger had .ntered. This orbitrery .. t may be compared with 
that of the Stuert King, who with his own hand ..... d from the Commono' 
Journsle 0 d.claration which olfend.d him (p. 20). 

Mutual .Tea.lo1lllY of the Two Bouses.-8peak.r D.nison, in 
giving evidence before the committee on House of Oommons Witnesses 
in 1869, ref.rring to the traditional jca,1ouey of the two Hone .. , eaid 
that in 1772 Mr. Burks complained bitterly that he had be.n kept three 
bours waiting at the door nf the Lords, with 0 bill s.nt up from the 
Oommons. The OommODB were 80 indignant at this treatment of one of 
their number that, shortly afterwards, when a bill W88 brought down from 
the Lords to impoae a bounty on corn, the House rejected it by a unani .. 
mono vote. Th. Spoaksr th.n tossed it aer098 the table on thelloor, and C 
a number of members rueh.d forward and kick.d it out of the honee. 

A Spea.ke1' !'louting the King.-In April, 1777, • meesege W88 

&ont to Parliament by the King, aaking for the payment of his debte. and 
a bill .. ae brought in for the purpose, ..... n .. for tho augm.ntation of 
his Majeety's revenu. by 100,0001. 0 y.... Horace Walpol. writee: 
.. Wh.n tho Speaker (Norton) p ..... nted this bill to the King in tb. 
Houee nf Lords, he told him his faithful Conunono had, in a tim. of pnbli3 

• 
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distress,full of difficulty and dauger, and labouring nud.r burd.ua almoat 
too heavy to be borna, granted him a supply and great additiollBl .. venue, 
great beyond .xample, gr.at b.yond his Maj.sty's highest exp.uo. (he 
.. ally "..d the word IDants, but in his printed opeeeh ohanged it to 
""P ..... ), but hoping tbat wbat they had eontributed so liberally would be 
employed wisely. This gave the King muoh off.nee. and W8B extra
ordinary in ou.h a tool, who had voted for the mon.y himeelf. It '11'88 

BIlPpoaod that the Speak.r acted from .... ntment, baving been refuaed a 
peerego." A f." days later, on. of the members (Rigby) made 80m. 
remarks on the subject. U If I had spoken." said he, II of the sense of 
this BOUBB in anoth.r plao •• I should bave BBid a large majority approved 
it. I should not bave BBid my .onBiiiuanto w ... labouring nuder bartheuo 
too heavy to be born.. If I had thought 80 I would not heve voted tha 
money. nor "ould bave oaid the mon.y granted W88 beyond his Majeety's 
highest wanto." After tha debate. the Speak.r eomplained of Rigbt. 
attaeka. and Cbarlea Fox proposed worde in justification of the Speak.r, 
whi.h ..... agroed to without a division. .. Lord N orlb W88 O1eoodingly 
alarmed during the debete. and wrote oaveraJ notee to Rigby ac .... tha 
honae to beg him to oubmit, whi.h though he did and asked purdon. tha 
Spasker W88 otont. and deolarod he would resign the ohair nm day unless 
the H01I88 itself gave him satisfaction. I, , 

~h. Speake ~aking Pan iD Debata.-The following pIISBIIge 
from Walpol.· ... Journal" ehowe a Speak •• of the Bonae (Sir F1.teh.r 
Norton) taldng wbat now 8OOmo an extraordinary part in ito proeeedings, 
.. M .... h IS. 1780. Sir Edword D.ring baving attacked Mr. Rigby on 
his lato doctrin. of the Crown'. unalienable reTonne. and tha latter ba'riug 
d.fend.d himeelf. Charles Fox proteeted ageinot ouch an unparliamentary 
declaration. and BBid h. would appeal to the highest authority. tha 
Speak... On this appeal the Speaker came down from the geIlary. and 
made • warm and good epe.ch ageinot tha in.reaoed in8uence of tho 
Crown. But th.n h. broke ont into tha meet O1trangent and proSigete 
rbapeody that perhape W88 evar heard in that place .... uaing Lord N orlb 
of duplicity. and prot.asing himself his parouoal .nemy on the groundo of 
• .tory that h. had the impudence and abeurdity to tall. with .. littl. 
modesty in tha higb estimetion at "hi.b he .. ted himaelf. Be acquainted 
the Bonae that the Duk. of Grafton. wbon Minioter. bad off.rod him the ' 
poote of Chief Justice in Eyra and the Spe&kerohip, with a promias of the 
boat place in the law that should beeome " ..... t. without which, .. be 
thought himeelf at the head of his profession. h. would not quit bie 
bnein.... B ..... rted th.t Lord N orlb had been privy to this bargain, 
and y.t had broken it. by off.ring a large pecuniary bribe to Lord Chiof 
J netic. d. Grey to quit that poat in favour of Weddarhurn. • • Lord 
N orlh d.ni.d being ti.d by his prod ..... or. bargain-went farth ••• and 
d.ni.d bis knowledge of it. in which f.w beIi.ved him. and still 1ess did 
they beli.ve 'W.dd.rburn. who d.uied knowing anything of the money 
part of the corruption. Th. dialogua d.generat.d into Bi11ingegete 
b.tw.en Lord North and Sir Fl.tch •• Norton." A fe .. daye later 
Walpole addo: .. Th. Speake. mad. an apology for his late indorent 
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""honour, but maintained tbe trotb of what he hod .... rtod. He ooid he 
kne .. h .... much he hod been abused iu ne .... sp&pers for whot he hod oaid, 
ilmt that he despised them, and om,. desired to excuse himaoH to' tbe 
House." In a new-Parliament, csJled a few months later, Mr. COl'D.w&ll 
..... put forword b,. the Hinistr,- as Speaker, in oppooition to Sir F1eteher 
.Norton, and elected b,. 203 to 176.-The following is a later instanca of 
he Speaker'. intervention. A bill for tbe relief of tho Roman Catbolics. 

'introduced br Grattan in 1818, was road a second time b,. a good majont,-, 
but tbe alfaet of it .... destroyed in committee, .... hOll Mr. Speaker Abbot 

·moved the omission of the words, (I to sit and vote :in either House of 
.Parlismant," which .... carried b,. 251 ag&inst 247. 

'.rho CommoDS ... d the Infl1lence of the ~own.--On tho 
06th of April, 1780. :Mr. Dunning moved a resolution, f'That the influence 
-of the Crown has increased, is increasing. and ought to be diminished." 
Hr. Dundas (Hinisterialist) moved, .. an amendment, to insert before tbe 
resolution the words, u That it is DOW necessary to declare," &C. Lord 
North hod on several occasions defeated tho opposition b,. amending tho 
words of their motions, but on this occasion Mr. Fox dexterously accepted 
Mr. Dundas's 'words, and the resolution, inst;ea4 of being weakened, was 
strengthened br tho amendment. On tbe whole roaolution the Housa 
<linded-for. 2SS; against, 215; majom,., 18.. The Oppoeition tben 
moved and earried two other resolutions to the following effect:-u 2. 
That it is competent to this House to examine into and correct abU88B in 
the expenditure of the civil list revenues, as well 88 in every other branch 
of the public revenue, whenever it shall appear expedient to the wisdom of 
this House eo to do. S. That it is tbe dut,. of this Honse to provide, as 
far u may be, an immediate and effectual redress of the abuses com~ 
p1&ined of in the 'PetitiollB presented to this House from the different 
.counties, eities. and _ towns of this kingdom." Mr. Fox moved. notwith. 
standing tbe laten ... of tbe hour, to report the motiona immediatel,. to 
the House, and although Lord North a>:claimed louell,. against such pro
oCeedinga, 88 violent. arbitrary, and unusual, the motion was earried.-
BUlIea·. II Lifo of FOil." , 

The Dieaol1ltion of 1780."'-.6. Pocket lIII:a,jority.-The diseolu. 
tion of tho Parliament which hod been elected in 1774 took p1aoe on tho 
1st of September, 1780. It .... on this diseolution thot Hr. Burke loot 
his seat for Bristol, and that he made the famous speech, on giving up tbe 
eonteat, .. hich is to be found in his works. It.... at this· eloetion 
also that Mr. Fo,. .... returned for Weatminster for the first tima, heving 
def .. ted his eompotitor, Lord Lincoln, b,. a large majorit,.. The general 
aIeotion did not make an,. great alteration in tbe numbers of tbe rospoetiveC. 
parties. Han,. eeata "a'" in tboea da,.. in tho hande of tho Treeemy; • 

• BOIweD. relate. that having aaked Dr. Jobn8OD whether he had not been 
nDcl by .. that abllllrd vote of the House of Commons," n Tha.t the influenoe
of the CroWD hae iDorea.aed, ill increasing, and ought to be diminiehed," the 
doctor replied, U Sir, I would baTe Imooked the faotioua doga on the head; bu' 
I WN not; 'NZed.n 

B2 
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number of othore-m.king. togethor with the Troosury boroughe. ... 
majority of the whole House-were in the absolute possession of indi. 
Tid,..Js wit... interest led thom to tho onpport of tho Minister. Th~ 
(saY" Earl R ..... Uj the sound of tho national "oio. W88 often lost &mid. 
the comers and crannies of the Housa of Commons. 

The :No Popery :B.iets.-In tlte session of 1779 ..... Act had beOD' 
p...oo for tho relief of tho Rom.... C.tholics-a m08Sllre which induced 
the formation of the Protestant Association, with Lord George Gordo~ as, 
its president. On Mondoy. May 29th. !iSO. SRY" the ,Annual :&gisler • .. 

. meeting was held at Ooachmo.ke1'8' Hall, when it was resolved, U That the-
whole body of the Protestant Association do attend in St. George's Fi.lda· 
OIl Friday..ued. at ten o'clock in tho morning. to accompmy hie lordship· 
to the House of Commons, on tho delivery of the Protestant petition.·" 
Aocordingly. on tho day appointed. many tholl8Rnd& .... mbled at tho. 
place of meeting, and. marched in procossion to Westminster, ,preceded by 
thoss who boro tho petition against tho Catholic Relief Bill. Abant half.· 
pMt two thoy arrived bofo", the Ho ..... of Parli&ment. when they gaT!> 
R general shout. Members, as they arrived, were subjected to gross. 
outraga and personal violen... Ahuost all we", compelled to put blue 
cockades in their hats and call out., No Popery!" whilst some were" 
forced to take oatho to vote for tho ",peal of tho obnoxious law. Whil •. 
the mob were venting their fury on peers and commoners alike, their, 
l&&der harangned thom from tho top of the gallery stairs. inoiting still 
forther by hie langn&ga the storm of SRvage p888ious thot ho had raiaed. 
Oolonel Gordon, a nea.l' relative of his lordship's, addressed him th1l8: 
" My Lord George. do you intend to bring ¥Onr ras.ally adhorenla into 
tlte House of Commo ... P If you do. the first m.... of th.m tho~!lD1ers I 
will pluuge -myswor.!, not into hie. but into yonr body." Tho gM&ter 
part of tho doy tho attention of tho House of Commons waa taken up. in. 
debates con.erning the mob. When they had obtained some degMo of 

. order. Lord George introduoed hie bn&ineas by informing tham thet ho had 
bofo", him a petition. signed by near ono hundred and twenty thonsand of· 
his Majesty's Protestsnt 8Ilbj .. ta. praying a repeal of tho Act passed tho 
last session in: favonr of tho Rom.... Catholics, and moved to have the said 
petition brought up. Mr. Alderman BnU seconded the motion. and loave 
was ~von a.eordingly. HBving brought up tho petition. his lordship 
then moved to bave it taken into immediate consideration. and was again 
... onded by Mr. Alderml\ll BnU. Aftor som. d.bote the Ho .... divided •. 
aod th.", appeared six for tho petition and 192 ngeinsl it. Soon aftor. 
thi. the House adjourned. and; the mob having dispersed from the 
avennee of bath honses. the Gnards. who had boon called out, were 
ord.red homo. This domonatratiOll at Westminst .. r and attempt to 
overawo tho Legislature wa. but a prelude to the fearful riols which 
.u .... ded. and ,.Irich resulted in 285 lieopi. boing killed by the troops. 
and 173 wound.d. Tho number of rihoso who. &Rcking the houses,. 
porished from in.briation and in tho \ rains of demolishod buildinga. is. 
not known. but is belie,..a to han be~ very considerable . 

.a. roreig'" Critio in the Kous •• -Mr. Morilo. a Prossian divino 
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-who 'l'isited England in 1782, wrote a seri .. of letters descriptive of his 
-traTe!a. In the metropolis he made his .,..y to the House of Commons, 
"where:' BaYS he. III now, for the first time. saw the whole of the British 
-nation .... mbled in its reJm!SOlltetives, in a mther mean.looking bni4Jing, 
thet not & little resembles & chapel The Spesker, an elderly man, dreseed 
in an enormous wig with two !motted .urls behind, and & blsck cloak, 
with a hat on his head, sat opposite to mo OIl a lofty chair. The memhe... • 
have nothing particular in their dress; they evon tome into the house 
in their great eeete, and with hoots and spurs. It is not at all uncommOll 

·to see a memher lying stretehed out OIl one of the bon.h .. while othem 
·are debating i some erack DUts, others eat oranges. or whatever elsa is. 
in season. Two short-hand writers at not far from me, who endeavoured 
to take down the words of the speslmm; and thus all that is verr remark· 
.able msy generally he read in print nm dey. The short-hand writem are 
supposed to he employed OIld paid by U,O editors of the dilferent ne .... 
PSPS'" and are constant attendants on the Parliament; and so they pay 

· the door-keeper a fee for tho 8Cssion. I have seen some of the membe1'8 . 
bring their sons, while quite little haya, and •• ...,. them to their seata 
&long with them.» 

GnU ... •• Parliam81lt;-In an article in the Ninelunth C",!ul'!f 
for April, 1886, Mr. W. E. H. Lecky remarked, "I have often wondered 
whether those genUemen who asaure ... that Irc1and will he .. tisfied with 
nothU:g leas than Grattan's Parliament have evsr serionsly reflected what 
Grattan's Parliament under the Constitution of 1782 really was. It 

· consisted, of course, of two Honsee-a House of Lords as well as a 
Honee of Commons. It was altogether Protestant. It was elected 

:exclusively by Protestants, though, towa.rds the close of its career, it, 
with sigo&lliberalily, admitted the Catholics to the fran.hi... It was 
·drawn entirely from the section of the community which was indisputably 
loyal, and it was probably more eminently and specially the representative· 
of property than &Oy Legislatnre thet is now existing in the world. But, 
in oroel' still furt,her to. secure a constant concurrence between this 
Legisl&tnre 8Ild the Legislstore of Great· Britain, the Government 

· steadily npheld a system of representation under which about two-third. 
· of the memhers of the Irish Parliament sst for nomination borongbe, 
. .a great proportion of which were at the absolute disposal of the Govern
ment. Yet, in Ilpit.e of all these securities, the task of making the two 
L&Jrlsla.tures work in harmony was not found to be an easy one, and it 
was on the great danger that might result from their collision that Pit t 
chiefly based his argument for the Union." 

The :Legislative Union with Ireland.-Tlle Parlismenta..,. 
Union with Ireland, which came into eff'ed On the 1st of January, 18Qt. 
was carried by the energy and determination of Lord Cornwallis (the 
Lord Lieutenant) and Lord. Castlercngh. The secret measures adopted 
to effect it are re'fealed in the" Correspondence of Charles, First Marquis 

-Cornwallis," published in 1858. There nre three hundred members in 
the Irish House of Commons, of whom firty were barristers: The sum 
·of 1,260,0001. was spent in the purchn .. of rotten borougbe from the 
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persons who had the p.tronage, about 15,()(){)L being given for each. 
Lord Downshi .... ceind 52,500/. for his intereet of this kind, and Lord. 
EI,,45,ooOL TweDIT·twa Irish peerages we ....... ted as bribes, ninetoen. 
Irish peers received advancement to a higher grade, BIld five obtained 
English peerages. PensioIlS and places innumerable were given to lese. 
influential reeipients. The Opposition was almost -equally corrupt, and 
as much as 50001. was given on oither side for an individual vote. 

roast Meeting of the Irish Parliament.-Tbe la£.t sitting of" 
the Irish House of Commons was held in College Groan on the 10th of" 
June, 1800. Mr. O'Flanagan, in his .. Liv .. of the Lord Chancello .. of" 
heland," gives the following description of the closing scene: I( At length 
the expected moment arrived; the order of the da" for the third reading
of the bill for a Iegielativo union betwean Great Britain and Ireland. 
.... moved b" Lord Caatlereagh. • , He made his motion and, 
zesnmed his ... t with the utmost composure and indilfe"Dce. Coofnsed. 
murm1ll'8 again ran through the House; it was 'risibly affected; every
character in a moment seemed involuntarily rushing to its indes.-some
pale. some Hushed. some agitated: there were few counteIU\D.ce& to which. 
the heart did not despatch some messenger. Several members withdrew 
belore the question eoold be repeated, and aD. awful involuntary eilenco
enc •• eded thei" departure. Tho Speak~r (Foster), .. since .. and ardan~ 
.enemy of' tho measure, rose slowly from his chair. For a moment ho 
reaumOO his seat; but the strength of his mind anstained him in his duIT. 
thongh his stroggle WBe apparant. With thet dignit" which never failed 
to signalise his official actions, he held up the bill for a moment in silence;: 
he looked ateadil" around him on the last agon" of tbe expiring Parli .. 
ment; he at length repeated, in an emphatic tone, I As many as are of 
opinion that this Bill do pass. say Aye; the contrary, _y No.' The-
&8irmative was languid, but indisputable. Another momentaly pa1lB4> 
ensnsd. Again his lips .. emOO to decline their office. At length, with 
an ere averted from the object which he hated, he proolsimed, with a 
mbdued voice, I The Ayes ha.ve it.' The fatal sentence was )lOW pro
DouncOO-for an instant he stood stains-like, ,then indigoantl", and with. 
disgast, !lung the bill upon the table" and eunk into his chair with an 
exhausted spirit." 

Politica.l Jobbery anti ita Bewarda.-The following appean:d 
in the Quarterly Review ,-During the reign of George Ill., 388 peers 
were created, nearly all for political jobbery, which generally took tho, 

-form of the ma.nufaeture of constituencies to return adherents of the' 
Government. It was a common practice to carry an eleetion by splittin8l' 
up one freellold into ten, thua mnlt.iplring tenfold the inlIueu.,.; of the, 
local magnate. Lord Melville, dnring the first quarter of this eenlmy, 
was able to return tWrty-nin.e out of the forty-fiTe me-mbera for Scotland. 
Horace Walpole, iu commenting on. the death of Lord Clive in 1774,.. 
writc8 with tho utmost ftmt1ete, It He had just named ten menlbers for
t·ho new Parlia14ent!' The admission of honol'ary free-men just before 
the election WRS' a common WRy of manufacturing votes. In the littJe.. 
village of Maldon, in E ... ex, during the fi£teen dare of polling, 2()(» 
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honorary freemen were added to the electorate; and on the oe-easion of a 
OODtest in Oarlisle, 1400 freemen, moot of them from the collieri .. of 
Lord Lonsdale, were admitted by the mayor the night before the election, 
tbongh they had not any of the qualifications which the charter of the 
city reqaired. 

lromineea in the Bepresanta.tiva Ch ..... 1Je1o. - Oldfield's 
.. Representative History" (publishsd in 1816) containsd the following 
estimate of the proportion of mere nominees in tho House of Commons 
at the time. The calculation has been cODsidered, by other examiners 
of the facts, to be as Dearl~ aecurate as possible : ~ 

Members returned by 87 peers in England a.nd Wa.les ....... .. 218 
31 
51 

" 21 It Scotland .•.. , ..••.. , .•.. ,. ,_, 

• " S8" Ireland .....•.......•.........• 

Totol returned by peers .......... , .............. ,. ... ... 300 

Memoors roturned by 90 commoners in England amd Woles... 137 
,. 14" Scotland ... .....•...... 14. 
" .. 19" Ireland............ ...... 20 
., nominated by Government ...... "...................... 16 

Total returned by COlDDl0net8 and Govermneut... 187 

Total returned by nOJCination ............ .......•...• 487 
Independent of nomina.tion ............................ 171 

Total of the HouBe of Commons ......... ............ 858 

I'crmu In1Illence of the Aristocracy in the HOllBa of 
CommoDB.-When Canning was endeaT'ouring to form a Gonrument in 
1827, Oroker (an old politicisn, and Seorstary to the Admiralty) Ihn,! 
wrote to him with rsgard to some of the forces which had to ha kept in 
liew in t.be days before Reform.: .. Number of members returned to the 
Honse of Commons by the influence of some of the Peers: Pories
Lord Lonsdale 9, Lord Hertford 8, Duke of RutlAnd 6, Duke of New
oastle 5, Lord Yarbro' (for W. Hohnes) 5,Lord Pow 4, Lord Falmouth4, 
Lord Anglesey 4, Lord Aylesbury 4, Lord Radnor S, Duke of N o<thumber. 
lAnd 4, Duke of Buccleuoh 4, Marquis .of Stafford S, Duke of Bucks (2) S. 
Lord Mount~Edgeumbe 4-70; besides at least t·welve or fourteen who 
h~v • ...,h two .eats, 8Sy 26-96. Whigs-Lord Fitzwilliam 8, Lord 
Darlington 7, Duke of Devon 7, Duke of Norfolk 6, Lord Grosvenor 6, 
Dake of Bedford 4, Lord OarringtolL 4--42; with about half a dozen 
who have each a couple of seats,12-54." He added in another letter, 
" I arrive at this conclusion, and a Tery jmportant one it is, that tho ,U 
TonJ and the ateady Whig aristoemeies have at least 150 members in ilie 
House of Commons, not by in1loenco or connection, but by direct nomina
tion. and "hat no Gorernment which did not divide them could stand for 
any length of time." Canning having requested some further particulars, 
Croker replied: .. There are about 30 Tory Peers, wbo have each Due 
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seat; two Tory Commonera have e8<!h '; aixteE'u Tory Commoners have 
elK'h two seata; BDd about BeTentuD Tory GommODt'rB "'ha ha,"o one seat 
each. Total, 208, in the hand. of what may h ealltd the Tory aristocraey. 
Th. Whig .. at •• re about 73." 

The Boman Catholic Belief DiD.-The bill to remove the 
diaabiliti .. attaching to Roman Catholie. W8S brought forward in 1829 
by the Admini.tration of Wellington 8Ild Peel, both of whom hod pre
viously resisted such a measure. The Duke, in proposing it to the Honse 
of Lords, justifi.d it on tha geound of the •• citement existing in Ireland 
on the subject of the Catholic claims, and said, n I am one of th080 who 
have probably p ... ed a longe< period of my lif. engaged in war th8Il most 
ma, and principally, I may say, in civil war; and I must say this, that if 
I could avoid, by any sacrifice whatever, even one month of civil war iu 
the country to which I am attached, I would sacrifice my life in order to 
do it." Mr. Peel said in the Commons, .. I belieTe that the time is come 
whan 1 ... danger is to be apprehended -to the general interests of the 
empire, 8Ild to the spiritual and temporal "e1fare of the Protestant Esta
blishment, in attempting to .djust the Catholic qnestion, tb8Il in allowing 
it to remain any longer in its present state." The bill passed both Houses 
by!arge majoriti .. , and received the royal .... nt on the 13th of April, after 
n ",eak .howof resistance on the part of George IV. On tho 28th of April, 
the Duke of Norfolk imd Lords CliJl'ord and Dormer presented them_ 
selves in tho House of Peers to take the oaths and their Beats, being the 
:first Roman Catholics who entered the House under the provisions of the' 
Act. Lord Surrey, .on of the Duke of Norfolk, returned to the House of 
Oommons for Horsh&m, was the :first Roman Catholic to elaim a seat in 
tha lower chamber •. Mr. O'Col1l1e11, whopeeaented himself about tho same 
time as representative for Clare. was refused admission on the ground 
that, as he hod be8Il ele.ted whilo the old law was .till in force, ha must 
take the oath it p .... ribed; but a new writ being issued, he waa ratamed 
:without opposition, and took his seat on the opening of the seesion of 
1830. ' 

The Vote OD the l'irst aefum BilL-The following a .... UlIt 
of the Beene in the House of Commons, when the Reform Bill was earned 
for the first time by a majority of ono, wa. gi~en by Maeaulay in March, 
1881, in a letter to hi. friend Mr. Thom •• Flower Ellis, .. Such a seene •• 
the division of last Tnesday I never aaw, and ne"". expe.t to see again. It 
was like seeing CEsar stabbed in the Sf'Dato House. or seeing Oliver 
taking the mACe from the table-a sight to be seon only once and DOTer 

to be forgotten. The crowd overllowed the Honse in every pori. .. When 
the strangers were cleared out. and the doors locked. we had six hundred 
and eight members present-more by fifty-tim than over were in a 
division before. Tho Ayes and Noes were like two volleys of C8UDOD 

from opposite .ide. of a field of hattie. When the Opposition went out 
into tbelobby, we .pread oursel~ .. over the bench .. on both sid .. of tb. 
Houee, for tllere were many of us who had not been able to find a seat 
during the evening. When the doors were shut we began to speculate on 
our nnmbers. Everybody wa. de.pondiD&". • We have lost it. I do not 



BISJI AND PBOGllBBB or PARLlA.IfENTABl' INSTITUTIONS. 57 

think .... are two hundred and fifty. Th.,. are three hundred.' • • • 
As< the tellers pused a10ng our leweet row, the interest .... insuppom.bIe. 
Two hundred and nin.t,. ..... &-two hundred and nin.t,..two! W. were 
all standing up, and atretehing forward, telling with tho tellere. At 
th ... hundred th ........ a abort cr,- of joy.-t th... hundred and two 
another, suppressed however in a mom.ent; for-we did not yet know what 
the hostile force might h9. W. know, howe ... , that .... could not h9 
.. ..,rely beaten. Th. doors were thrown opon, and in they came. Each 
of th.m, as h. 9Utered, brought some differ.nt report of th.ir numbers. 
We were all hreathless with amiet,., when Charles Wood, who stood uear 
the door, jumped up OD a h9Ueh and cried out, • They are ouI,. three 
hundred and ODe.' w. set np a shout that might have ho&u heard at 
Cbaring Croaa, wa-ring our hate, stamping ... ....mat the 1100r, and clapping 
our hands.'" 

The Dissolutioll of l83l.-Excitemellt ill the Houses.
Earl Russell, in the introduction to his" Sposehes," tells us, .. Lord Grey 
prepared the King for tho decision to .. hich tho Cahinet arrived, to adviao 
his Majesty to have reco1U"89 to an immediate diBBOlution of Parliament. 
The Xing, though aTerse to sneh a proceeding, little more than sis. months 
after the general eleetiOD, .... disposed, at this time, to trust implicitly to 
Lord Grey, and I am inclined to beli.v. the popular stor,-, that wh.n it 
appeared necessary, in order to prevent remonstrance from the House of 
Lords, that tho King should appear in porson to diBBOlve the Parliament, 
and som. trilling difficult,. of plaiting the horses' man ...... interposed 
as an objection, the King said at once, 'Then I'll go down to ParIiam.nt 
in & hackney eoach.' . . The scenes which occurred in the two 
Houses of Parliament, 80 far 88 I was a witness of them, were singular 
and unp .... ed.nted. Before the King arrived, the H01lS8 of Commona 
........ mbled, and Sir Rohert Pe.l and Sir Francis Burdett roes at tho 
...... tim. to addreeo the House. Lord Althorp, amid tho confusion and 
clamour of contending parties, following tho precedent of Mr. Fox 
moved that Sir Francis Burd.tt be now heard. Sir Robert Peel OD tho 
other hand, imitating & preced.nt of Lord North, said, 'And I rIae to 
speak to that motion.' Bnt inoteod of BBying a few words, as Lord North 
had don., to put an and to all further debate, Sir Robert P.el quito lost 
his temper, and in tones of the moot violent indignation attack.d the 
impending diBBO\ution. As< h. went on, .th. Tow.r geno began te fire, to 
,.announee the King·s arrint, and as each diecharge was heard, a lond 
cheer from the Government side interrupted Sir Robert Peel's declama
tion. Sir Heur,- Hardinge ..... heard to exclaim, 'Th. n.xt tim. thnoo 
gene are fired they will be abotted!' P .... ntly we .. ere all BUJDmoned to 
the Honse of Lords, where the King's p ...... n .. had pnt a stop to a violent 
and IUlBeemly dioensaioD. Th. King in his speech announced the diBBOlu-_ 
ti .... and retired to unrobe. The ... n. that followed .... on. of grea\.=
excitement and eonfusiOlLn-Mr. Duncombe, in the Life of his father. 
&BYO, .. Th. change that had token plac. in April, 1831, excited both tho 
groat partiDo eqnall". In ths CommoDB the speeeh of Sir Robert Peel 
W&B interrupted by the BOund of the e&nDon announcing the arrival of tho 
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XiDg1 eTery report elicited a burst of cheering from one sille, and of 
yells and groans from the other.- In the Lords the .. ene was eqwilly 
extrevagant. Lord Mansfi.ld in his anger doubling up his fist, elbowing 
Lord Sh&ftesbnry into the choir, and hooting Lord Bronghem .. he left 
the House." 

l' .... sage of the Beform BilL-'1'he Threatened ere.tio .. 
of E-eers.-The following particulars are given in Molesworth's U History 
"f the Reform Bill: "-{)n the 17th of Mey, 1832, Earl Grey and Lord 
Brougham waited on the King, who received them with eTident ill. 
humour, and, contre..,. to his u.sual practic., kept them standing during 
the interview. But he at once gaTe his consent to the creation of 88 
many peers .. the Minist..,. might think n.c .... ..,. to eDAble them to carry 
the Reform Bill through the Honse of Lords, with the understanding 
that this power was not to be exercised until every means of avoiding the 
n.ceeeity for it had been tried-a condition which the two lords rcedily 
ngreed to, ftS they and all th.ir colleagu •• w.'" extrem.ly averse to the 
proposed step, and many of them would .ven haTe abondoned & great 
part of th.ir bill, if th.y dored, rather than have _ourae to it. This 
having been arronged, and it being understood thet the Ministere retained 
their OffiC08, ~he King asked. U Is thare anything molO P " II Siro." said 
L,rd Brougham. U I have one further request to make." II What." 
'replied the King, II have I not conceded eD.oughP" uYes," replied the 
Chauclillor i U I do Dot wish to ask any fresh concessions of your Majesty. 
but simply to request you to put in writing the promise you have mad. 
""." The King WR8 evidently irritated at a demand which eeemed to 
imply a want of confiden •• in his promiae, but he uleo felt thet h. could 
not resist. Alter a moment's hesitation. he took a small piece of paper. 
on which he wrote the following words, which h. th.n handed to Lord 
Broughnm: .. The King grants permission to Earl Grey and to hit; 
Chancellor. Lord Brougham, to create such a number of peen aa will be 
sufficient to ensure the passing of the Reform Bill-firet calling peers' 
eldest eons.-8igned, WILLUJII R. Windsor, May 17, 1832." The same 
evening Sir Hal'bert Taylor, who had been present at this intemew. 
wrote the following circular note to the most active of the opposition 
lords: .. My dear Lord,-I am honoured with his Mejest,... commando 
to acquaint your lordship thet all diffieultiea to the arrangements in 
progeeee will be obviated by a de.laration in the Honse of Peere to.night. 
from a sufficient number of peers, that in. consequence of the present 
stote of alfnirs th.y have come to the resolution of dropping th.ir opposi. 
tion to the Reform Bill, .0 tb.t it may paso without del.y, and R8 nearly 
R8 possible in its present shape.-I have the honour to be, YOlU'8 mncerely. 
Herben Taylor. n This missiT'e proved effectual The bill was read a 
~hird tim. in tho House of Lords (Jun. 4, 1832) hy 106 to 22; and the 
royal assent was given by commission a few days afterwards. 

.A Vow.-In the montb of April, 1832 (writes Lord Campbell), tho 
Parliamentary Reform Bill again came up from the OWlimons. and wu 
... ailed by LOl'd Chi.r Justic. Tenterden, in the last spee.h h. ever 
'delivered in Parliament. In' concluding his speech he said, .. Tllis 
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measure, my lords, lea ... nothing UIltouche<Un the existing state of \;h& 
elective franchise. It goes to veet all the fUIlcti .... of govel'lllllent in the 
otller House of Parliamel;lt; and if it were to pass, there would be 
nothing left for this H01lBO, or for the CroWll, hut to obey the Dl&Ildate of 
the Cammous. Never-neyer, my lords, shall I enter the doors of this 
House after it has beeome the pbentom of its deported greatne..... Lord 
TenterdOll was as good as his word. After the Reform Bill received tho> 
royal ASSent. he never more entered the doors of the House. 

lIIlrs. l'artington.-It \T1lS On the rejeetioo of the Reform Bill by 
the Rousa of Lords in 1831 tbet Sydney Smith first brought forW1lrd this 
Iedy, as an illustration of the poUtics of tbe day. The following well. 
known passage oeeurred in a speech of hie at Taunton: "The attempt of 
the Lords to .top tbe progress of reform reminds m& very foreibly of th& 
great storm at Sidmouth. and of the conduct of the excellent Mrs. Part
ington on that occasion. In the willter of 1824 there set in a great 800d. 
upon that t.o'Wll-the tide rose to an incredible height., the waves rushed 
in upon the houses, and eTerything was threatened with destruction. lD 
tho midst of this snbUme and terrible storm, Dame Partington, who UTed 
npon the beach, was seen at tho door of her house. with mop and pattens, 
trundling 11er mop, squeer.ing out the sea. water. and vigorously pUBbing 
away the Atlantic Ocean. The Atlnntic was roused. Mrs. Partington's 
spirit was np. But I Deed Dot tell you that the contest was unequal. 
The Atlantic Ocean beat Mrs. Partington. Sho was excellent at a. slop 01" 

a puddle, but she should not have meddled with a tempest!' 
A n Curious Jledley!'-In Raikes's" Diary." December. 1832. 

occurs tho following: .. One of the elfects of the Reform Bill is that tho 
bene-grnbber, W. Cobbett, is retnrned for Oldham, whil., on the other 
hand, tho notorions Mr. H. HUIlt has been turned out of his .eat .t 
Preston. The new borough of Brighton, under tho very nose of the 
conrt, h.. returned two most decided Rndicsls, Wigney and l'aithfnll. 
who talk openly of reducing the allowance made to the King and Queen. 
The famous pugilist aod bettor at Newmarket, Gully, has been returned 
for Pontefract. In short, the Dew Parliament will produce lL curious. 
medley." 

The l'irst Quaker in ParIiament.-A cnri01lll difficulty, writ ... 
Profe ... r Pryme, .. occnrred in the .ession 1832. A Qnskcr (Mr. P .... ) 
was returned 88 the Whig member for the southern division of Durham. 
When he came to the table to be sworn; previously to takiDg bis scnt. he 
.laimed to affirm instead of taking the .. tbe. The Speaker requested 
him to withdraw. and Lord Althorp moved that &. committee be appointed 
to consider whether the _Act of Parliament permitting affirmation in 
certain eases extended to this one. Their report, presented .. few days. 
after, was in favour of it. and t,he motion was agreed to unanimously. 
But another difficulty presented ilBelf. It was .- mle th.t the h.t migl!!: 
be kept on when a. member remained sitting, but mnst be t.aken off when 
moving in the house. and this dilemma. was eert-nm to occur daily. Some
friend of Mr. Pease, to obviate this. instructed tho doorkeeper gently to. 
remove his hat and retain it tiU he qnitted the house. In the course of .. 
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year or two he put it on and off for himself'. It might haTe been thought. 
that an individual Df these peeuliar habit. would not ha ... f.lt at home in 
fmeh an 888embly; but this was not the case, and the feeling of bonhommie 
which genemlly p1'Cvsiled in this .. best and pleasantest Club: 88 my 
friend Hope Vere designated it, pla.ed him perfectly at hi. eo... As a 
proof of it, I will relate the following ane.dote. After the termination of 
Peel's short administration. when eeToral of us were in the library of tho 
House, writing letters or eODvorsmg on the fonnaticn of Lord Melboume's 
Mini.try, one of thoae present jocosely asked Mr. P .... what place he wae 
to ha ..... He anewered, 'There iii but one place tb.t I eould think of 
taking. and it has not been offered to me.' • What is that P' "e 
exclaimed, and he replied. I Of eonrse, the Secretary at War.'" 

Bemoval of Jewish Disabilities.-In 1849, B.ron Lionel de' 
Rothachild ..... returned •• one of the members for the City of London, but 
was excluded (writes lby) by aD oath designed for Boman Catholics, whose 
disabilities bad been removed. He sat there for two sessions in expectation 
of relief from the Legislature, but, being dioappointed, he resolved to try 
his rights under the exist-jng law, and accepted the Chiltem Hundreds. 
He was again returned, and in 1850 preeented himself at the table .. 
Having been allowed, after some disruesioD, to be sworn upon the Old 
'festament (the form moot binding upon hie .one.ie .. ce), the oath. of 
.allegiance aud supremacy were taken in the acCUBtomed form j but from 
the OAth of abjuration he omitted the words If on the true faith 01 a 
Christian:' 88 Dot binding on his conscience. He was directed to witlt.: 

.. "'11'0.11 i wben, after many learned arguments, it W85 resolved that he was 
Dot entitled to sit or vote uutil he had taken the oath of abjuration in tho 
iorm appointed by Jaw. He .ontinued to attend the Honse until 1857, 
and during thio period was ac.netomed to sit bsJo ... the her, and ... hen 
Dotice ..... taken of the presence of strangers he stU! retained hie seat. 
In 1851, Mr. Alderman Salomons, a Jew, having been returned fe, the 
borougb of Greenwich. omitted from the oath tbe words which were the 
Jews· stumbling.block. He was directed to withdraw j but on a later day, 
while hie case W88 uuder diseusCJion, he came into the house and took his 
seat wit·hin tho bar, wbence he declined to withdraw nntil he W88 removed by 
the Sergoant .. at.Arm.s. The House agreed to a resolution in the same form. 
as in the ease of Baron de Rothschild. In the meantime, however, he 
hod not only .. t in the honee, but h.d voted in three divisione, and for 80 

voting he w .. lined 5001. by Baron Alderson in the E~chequer Court. In 
1858 the L01-ds, yielding to the persuasion of the Conaervative premier, 
Lord Derby, agreed to a .on .... ion. AbU! peosed by the Commone at 
once removed the only legal obsta.le to the admission of the j e .... to 
Parliament. To thie general enfron.bioement the Lords declined to 
assent; but they allowed either House, by resolution, to omit the excluding 
words from the oath of abjurotion. The Lords' omendments found little 
'favour with the Commons, but thoy were accepted undei' prot-est, and tho 
bill ..... pessod. Baron de Rothschild ..... the lirst pe1':lOn who availed 
him.elf of the altemtion. The Houee of Commons (saye May) was 
mdeed opon to the J ow; hut he came .. a suppliant. Two years later the 
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.......Jal was oom>etod. and the Jew. though still holding his title by a 
standing order of the Commons and Bot under the law, acquired a. 
pel"ll1llnent settlement.-In 1885 the lim Jewish pe.r took -his sest in 
the House of Lords. Sir N.tb&ni.l de Rothsehild hering hsen made .. 
heron. . 

Life Peera.ges.-The WeDSleyda.la Ca.sa.-In Janlllll')'. 1856. 
the Government of Lord Pehneraton d.termined te tty the experim.nt of 
creating life pesrages. end Sir Jam.. Parke ... Baron of the Conrt of 
Excheqner. WlI8 crestod Lord W.nsleydaIe ... for end during the term of 
his natural life." A long dehete ensn.d on the subjeet in the Honse 
of Lords, and a Committee of PriTileges was appotJ.ted by the Honse to 
inquire into the legality of life pesrages. The committee rsportod. in 
February, that such a ereation could Dot confer the right to Bit and Tote 
in Parliament; and in consequence. a patent of peerage for Sir I. Parke 
was made out in the foUowing July in the usual form, with rsmainder to 
"the h.i .. mal. of his body lswfolly begotten."-By the Appellate' Juri •• 
di.tion Aet. paased in 1876. two pesrs for Iif. may he ereated. to aaai.t 
the Honse of Lords in appeal ease.. Th. two pe ... are .ntitlod to sit 
And vote in Parliament. 

Disqlla.liAca.tio" of Paers.-In moring the second reading of the 
Honse of Lords (Diseontinusnce of Writs) Bill. in March. 1889. the Earl 
of Carnarvon said: "There were only two eases in which that House hsd 
disquali1ied by resolution. First. th.re W&8 the great Chene.nor. Lord 
Bacon, and then the Earl of Middl..... Lord High Treasurer. Th. 
former was tried and convicted, fined 4O,OOOl., and sentenced to imprison
ment. Th. Earl of Middl ..... who was prosecuted againat the strsnuoue 
wisli of J&mes I .• w .. alao tried, found goilty. finod au enormous sum. 
and sentenced to imprisonment. In these two eases the House of Lords 
teek the forth.r step of disqualifying the delinquents from fnrther •• rvie. 
to the Stats and from sitting in thet House. There w&s a third ..... 
thet of Lord l\[seclesfi.ld, who woe convicted of corrnption, fined. and 
imprisoned; but the House on deliberation negatived the resolution to 
diaqualify him, thinking it was beyond their power to inftict such a 
sentence. There 1f'U only one case in which the House had proeeeded by 
bilL The ...... a Duke of Bedford, Goorgo Nevill. who in the time of 
Edward IV. ". .. disabtod on account of poverty; and the inferene. to be 
drown from that eI&mple WM th.t it WM felt that if .. pesr woe to b. 
diaablod from his eonstitntioual ionetions. it could only be done by the 
instrumentality of & bill. There was yet another instance which seemed 
strikingl)' appliesble to the present bill. In the Irish Honse of Lords 
there ".as a Lord StrBngford, .. ho _1\'as found guilty of .. busing hi. 
privil.ges a. a member of the Hous. by .... opting a bribe. Th. Iris/>: 
Honse of Lords resolved to dis.bl. him. and they did it by a hill. There:
fore. taking all these cases into consideration, and, recognising tho 
dorma.nt powers within their lordships' jurisdiction. he invited them to 
consider the see'ond reading of this bill."-At the suggestion of the 
M.arquis of Salisbury. the House divided on CI the previous qnestioD,U 
.... hieh w&s carriod by 73 to 14. 
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BeaigDation of • Ch001l0ellor on P .... liamentary CenBlU'e.
On the Srd of July. 1865. the House of Oommons passed, by 177 to 163, a 
resolution to the effect thai Lord Westbury, Lord Ohancellor in the 
'palmeroton Administration, had been guilty of .. a laxity of l'rscti.e and .. 
want. of caution in sanctioning the grant of retiring pensioDB to publie 
offi.ers over whose heads grave .harg .. are impsnding, and in filling up 
-the vacancies made by retirement of such officers, . • and that such 
laxity and want of caution are bighly reprehensible, and .&l.ulatod to· 
throw diBeredit on the administration of the high olli ... of Stato." In 
consequence of this vote, Lord W .. tbury on the following day tendered 
his resignation to the Queen, and on the eV"ening of the 5th he announced 
to the llouse of Lords thet her Majesty bad .... pted it. .. With regard," 
said he, If to the opinion whie.h the Honse of Commons has pronounced, 
I do not presume to say a word. I am bound to .... pt the decision. I 
may, however. express the hope that after an interval of time ealmer 
thoughts will prevail, and a more favourable view be taken of my 
eouduct." 

The Bef01'lD .Act of l867.-By this measure the ... umber of 
electors in England and Wales was nearly doubled, the figures being-in 
1866, 1,066,659; in 1868; 2,012,681. Mr. Martin, in his .. Stateeman'. 
Year Book," put the jncrease in borough cODstituences at 137 per cent.. 
and in the counti .. , 46 psr .ent. It wae eaid by Mr. Lowe at Grantham 
in 1879, .. Lord Beaeonofieid in 1867, after ha\iDg opposed the lowering 
of the franchise, ended by ontbidding by an enormous amount the Liberals 
themselves." -

The Lodger l'rOoDchisa.-An important question on this subject 
came before the oourts of law in 1881, and the decision first given was 
etated at the time to have If created something like universal suffrage:~ 
The Reform Aet of 1867 inoluded as conferring the franchi .. "any part 
of & dwelling-house occupied 88 a separate building," and at the same time 
it conferred the franchise on any lodge. who paid 101 ... year rent.· In 
1878, Sir Charles DUke introduoad what W&O then considered a simple 
maaeure, to rego/&te and facilitate the registration of Toters, both municipal 
and porliam • One clause containad 8 new definition of 8 dw&lliDg. 
h01llltl, as any part of a house where that part is .. p ..... tely occupied as 
a dw g." The judgment of some of the reTiaiug barristers having 
been disp ted, the Quean' • .Bench Division, in December, 1881, decided 

. that thro the ebange jut mentioned every person who ""parately 
occupied" au part of 8 honae would be entitlad to the franchise, not .... 
lodger but sa 8 ouseholder. This decisiun, by two judge .. W&O appealed 
from in the sam month, and judgment W&O given by the Maeter of the 
Rollo, four of tho Juti ... concurring. Sir George Jeas&l eaid,that 
whera the owner of 8 oose did not let the wbole of 8 hOllEe; but retained 
.. part for his own residence, and the lodger had merely 8 right of ingrase 
and egrese 80 far 88 the passages. stairta,es. and outer doors were COD

cerned, and where the landlord had A right of interference, in that case he 
was of opinion that the landlord was tllo occupying tenant, and the inmate 
a lodger. On tho other hand, where the landlord lot out the whole. honae 

.. 
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in separate apartments. 10 as to demise the paesages. reserving limply to 
each inmate a right. of ingress and egress. in that .... h. parted entirely 
with the 1.ga1 ownership. and the inmates ,..... """PyinK tooents. But 
th .... we ... many interm.diate ...... which muet all depend upon the 
particular circumstances. Applying th ... priucipl .. to the eases before 
him. he was of opinion that in the :first two eases, where the landlord 
resided on the premises and exercised an immediate control, the imDates 
were lodgers, and the decision in the Queen'l Bench ought to be reversed; 
hut in the I·hird case ..... h .... the landlord 1.1. out the whole house. and 
exercised no control whatever beyond receiving his rent, the occupiers 
were tenaute within the meaning of the Act, and the decision of Justices 
Denman and Cotton ought to be affirmed. . 

ne .. Ten Minutes' Bill n ana the .. Te"l'Oom party."
Both the .. phrssee ....... current in 1867. when the D.rby-Disnieli 
Cabin.t .... re attempting to .. ttle th~ queation of Reform. Th. first 
propoesls of the Ministry w.re said by one of ite members (Sir J. 
Pakington) to have been decided on in the Is.t ten minutes of a Cabinet 
Council; which gave rise to the first-named expreBBion concerning a 
measure which was afterwa.rds withdrawn for ODe more comprehensive. 
A few weeks later, a Bection comprisiDg about 40 or 50 members of the
Liberal party. who disaonted from the tacti.. of their lead.r (Mr. 
Glsdetune) with respect to the Government Bill ..... mbled in the tea-
100m of the House of Commons, and decided upon reoommending him to 
modify them. As these m.mbers k.pt united action during the discueoion 
of the measure, they were eommouly spoken of as the U Tea-mom Party." 
Th.i:r infIuenc. I.nt important aid to the Governm.nt in the _ge of 
the Bill. and the renewed aottlement of a queation which for many yeara 
had agitated the House and the country. I 

The" Ponrth Party."-It was remarked by the Pi ...... in Sep
tember, 1880, in au &rtiele reviewing the Parliamentary session: If The 
rise of a.maIl body of Conoonati ... ·free Ian ... • below the gangway. of 
... hom Lord Rendolph ChnrehiIl and Mr. Gorst are the chief •• is a curioue 
incident. and has originated the half .. rioue nickoam. of the Fourth 
Party" (the other three being the Liberal. the Conservative. and the Iriah 
_ona). The party to which the new appellation was attached conaisted 
at the time of aesreeIy half a clozen ",embers, Sir Henry Drammond 
Wolff and Mr. Arthur Balfour also being among the .. umber. In one of 
the last visits of Lord Beaconafield to the Huuse with which h. had 
fomierly bsen 10 cl .. ely ..... i&ted, he waa asked by & fri.nd why h., had 
come, and replied that he had looked in II to see the Fonl'th Party." 

ne Pranchise _a BedistributiOD Bills of 1884-85.-Tll. 
following is a summary of the hiatory of th ... important meaanre.. Mr 
GIsdetune introduced the bill for the assimilation of· the county ana: 
borough franchiae on tho 28th of February. 1884; and in hi. speech 
touched alao upon the principles of &. Redistribution Bill, ., to come, I 
hope, next year;" :remarking, ~I In order tha.t it ma.y have a Bort of 
relstive finality. to which w. ought always to look fOl'ward. eap.cially 
when organio changes are in question, it must be a large measure." The 
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Franchise Bill passed through the Commons, but was rej ... ted bl the 
Lords on the ground that it 'W88 not accompanied by provisions for the 
.. ·arrangement of electore! bounderi.. and the redistrib,tion of seate. 
Mr. Gladstone thereupon adviaed the Queen to prorogue Parliament and 
to call it together again in the autumn, the Bonses ....... embling Oct. 23. 
The Franchise Bill was immediatell reintroduced, end read a eeeoud 
time NOT. 7. &n amendment demanding the simultaneollB production of .. 
redistribution .. heme being rejected b1372 to 232. Mr. Gladstone in 

, the cuurse of the debate declared that the Government If could never 
consent to the union of the two branches of the question in one bill. or to 
the .imulteneous handliug of two .eparate bills;" but he promised that a
measure for Redi.tribution .hould follow shortll. The Franchi .. Bill 
passed through committee ata single sitting (Nov. 10), end on the following 
del was read a third time end passod to the Lords, who gave it a 6r.t 
reading on the 13th. It was understood, however, thi.t a .eeond reading 
would not be taken in the existing condition of alfairs, end on the 17th 
Earl Granville put forward BOme auggestiOllB for a compromise. He said 
that if the Government received satisfactory 888unmcea that the Franchise 
Bill should paas, thel would b. prepared to make the other schemo a 
subjeet of frisndll communication betwesn the two parties, and to proceed 
with it at once. Thereupolfansned the conf.rances which will be presentll 
referred to. As a result, on the 4th of December the Redi&tribution Bill 
was read a second time in th, Rouse of OommonS, and the same night the 
Lords passod the Franchise Bill through oommittee. lte third reading 
took place nut del, and the Royal assent was given bl commiaeion tlte 
del following, when-both Bans.. adjourned until February. The 
Commons then took up immediatell the consideration of the Redistribution 
Bill, the oommitt .. stage .. oupying twsntl deys, end the messure being 
resd a third time on tho 11th of Mal. The Lords paased it without 
opposition, and the Royal .... nt was given to it bl commission, June 25. 
ThU8 terminated a controV81'8ywhich during ita earlier course had become 
oxoecdingllembittercd, and for a timo had endengered the peace of the 
State. Bl the Franchise Bill it was estimated that two millione of votero 
had heen added to the electorate, and it was the beast of ito mo.t eoger 
promoters that II a revolution n had been thereby effected. By tlle 
Redistribution Aot the total number of members of the Bouee of Common. 
w .. raised from 658 ~ 670, thus allotted-to England, 465; to Wales, 30;_ 
Sootiand, 72; hetend, 103. The di.franchisement of beroughe in 
Eng1a.nd and Wales under the acheme was considerabll grester than bl 
the m ... ure of 1832. 

~h. Compromise of 188.,-10 the debete on_ the Address at the 
opening of the autumn .... ion, Oct. 24, 1884, Mr. Gladstone aaid, with 
reference to the Franohi •• Bill, and the in.isten.e of the Bouee of Lords 
thet a Redistribution Bill should accompanl it, with other matters arising 
therefrom: "I deprecate this es.tell8ion of the controversy. I do not 
wish it, and I will not be reeponsible for adding anything to it. Gentlemen 
who are desirous to combine redistribution with the franchise, let them 
tako care lest thel combine something more critical than sither with them 
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both." The President of the Board of Trade in M •. Gladstone'. C.binet 
(Mr. Chamberlain) hod also said, in a speech at Hanley a few days before, 
"The prime condition must be that the Franchise Bill shall be poosed. 
We cannot play "ith the righta of two millions of people. We cannot 
tamper with the hopes which have becn .xcited. It is said that the Lords 
will not give way. Then, I say, neither will the people- submit "-with 
mnch more to the same effect. Thst being the stage at which th. 
controversy had arrived. sca.rcely a month elapsed before the publio were 
informed, through th. press, th.t a coaference bod been held at the Prime 
Minister's .... idence between himself and the Marquis of Salisbury and 
Sir StalI'ord N orthcoto; and on the following day (Nov. 22) they were 
told that " a meeting of a very llnusnai kind bod taken place in Downing
street," the gentlemen present on the part of the Govemment being Mr. 
Gladstone; Lord HartingtOn, and Sir Cber1es Dilke; and, on behalf of the 
Qpposition, the two leaders already named. With regard to this meeting, 
and the conferences which ensued, Mr. Gladstone informed his supporlers. 
at a gathering held at the Foreign Office .. rly in the ... sion of 1885, that 
"The discussion. which hod taken place between himself and their 
opponents had not been conducted npon what were generally ·known as 
party lin... It was an llDderstanding between the two that in framing a 
satisfactory scheme of redistribution there was a great deal in common, ,~ 
and what were known 88 party dift'erenees had been entirely absent from 
their negotiations; 60 much 80, indeed, that to anyone who might have 
boon eoncea1ed behind the curtain. and heam every word that W8B going 
on, it would have been almost impossible, to use the words of Shakespeare. 
to know which was tho ma.gistrate and which was the thief." Sir Stafford 
N orthcote, at a meeting of his eonatituents in North Devon in May, 1885, 
threw f1lrther light upon the negotiatioD8 which had transpired, in the 
following remarks: .. The Government wanted to pass the extension of 
the franehise by itself, and to leave any que.tion of redistriblltion of .e.ta 
to be dealt with at some future time. The Conservatives said, I We are . 
reody to paea yon. e.tension j!f the franchise, provided YOll make your 
measure 8 fair and complete one. and accompany it with 8 proper 
redistrihution of seats. .And if we had not dono- that, your con
stituencies belonging to the counties would have found that, although 
your franchise was greatly lowered, and 8 much larger number wero 
admitt.ed into it, your power was not increased, because yon would have 
been swamped by those brought in from the towns, and would not havo 
had,. the number of members which yOUl'importance justified. The result 
of it all was that, after a great deal of discussion in the last session, after 
a great deal of animosity during the recess, the Go,"erument of Mr. 
Gladstone gave way to our demand. They agreed that the meaan.~1I. 
ahollld be deslt wit.h so as to be treated as one, an~ they did a verr 
remarkable thing-they invited the leade .. of t.he Opposition, Lord 
Salisbury and myself, to confer with them aa to the mea .... e which should 
be prodllced for the redistribntion of seat~; and I am happy to •• y that 
we were met in a very fair and liberal spirit. The objections and 
difficulties we raised were fairly considered, the proposals :we mooe were .. 
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fairly entertained, and in the 1'OOult & Reform Bill h~ been passed wbich 
I think onght to give general estisfsction to the people." The com
promise which was thus brought about at this excited time is ono of the 
most remarkable occurrences in modem English history, and auggested 
rct1eotions 80me of which are represented in later pages of this book.-

r.orda' I'roteata in "oellt r.egislatioll.-It appears from Pro
f .. sor Rogers' .. Oollection of the Proteste of the Lords" tbat the Reform 
Bill of 1832 was protested against by 77 peers, the document being drawn 
up by the Duka of Wellington. The repeal of the Oom Laws in 1846 
evoked a protest which was .igned by 89 peers. The abrogation of the 
Navigation La ... in 1849 wns protested against by 44.. Tbe Irish Church 
Bill of 1869 called forth • protest from 60 peers, of whom only four 
beIongod to the bench of bishope. The Irish Land Act of 1870 W8S 

prote.ted against by 16. 
Zeal in the House of Loria.-A correepondent of the Time. 

wrote, in November, 1883: U At the instance of the Earl of Wemyss and 
March [many yaars in the Honse of Oommons as Lord Elcho] the under
mentioned peers, gravely impreesed by the evila hitherto attsnding the 
hasty and inconsiderate passing of Bill~ten of great importance, 
complica.ted in deta.il. and novel in principle-at the end of the Bession, 
have underi&kan to ha in their pl&c .. in Parliament OD the 15th of July 
of future sessiona, prepared, in the proper discharge of their CODstitutional 
functions, to remain in Londen until the 15th of September, or 8uch time 
88 may be necessary, for the purpose of carefully and eriticaJlyel'aminjng' 
whatever meutu'e8 may be submitted to the House of Lords. ~ _ The names 
of twenty-.ix peers followed. 

Befo"... iD. the House of Lorda.-In the .... ion of 1884, • 
motion was brought forward in the Honse .of Lords by the Earl of 
Roeebery for the appointment of • select committae to consider the best 
means of promoting the elIieieney of the Honse. After an able speech by 
the mover and some discussion, the resolution was rejected by 77 votes 
against 8S. 

1II[0tiOll againat the House of Lords.-In November, 1884, • 
motion antagonistic to the Honse of Lords w .. brought forward in the 
Honse of Oommons by Mr. Labouchera, and, after a debate in which Mr. 
Gl&dston. took pert, was negatived by 14,; to 71-& result which w .. 
received with che.ring by the Radieal perty. In the next Par1isment 
(Maroh 5, 1686) another mction by the .. me membar, against the here
ditary principle in the Legislature, was rejected by 202 to 166. 

Ch&l1gea in the l'eel'age.-As an illnstration of ths oonatant 
change which is going on in t·h. composition of the Upper Hanee, the 
following stetement appeared in IS75 : .. Of 217 peersgee created 8ine. 
the 1.t of January, 1680, only ISS yet remain upon the rolls. The number 
of peers in 1830 was SS8; the .ontinual additions by .uc .... ive Prime 
Ministers have rai.ed it to 480. Of the peerages .reatad in the Plan
tagenet reilfllll only 14 8urrivs; of the Tudor reigns, 11; of the Stuart 

• J'u.rthor detaila tespeotiq it 1ri1l be found in the .. Personal" section. 
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mgna, 46; of George I. and IL. 26; of G.org. ill~ 131; of George IV .• 
43; of Wi!Ii&m IV .• 41; and of Queen Victoria, 89. Wh.n it is horn. 
in mind that more than 400 peerages were created in the reign of 
George ill .• and that the honour can be extiDguished only by death. and 
not by resignation, the fact that so few as 130 now remain is a remarkable 
one." 

Peerage in Abe;vance.-A correspond.nt of the Timea wrote in 
1879: II The recent re-appearance of the &Ilcient barony of Brnye on the 
roll of pe.re doMe a curioue illusfmtion of the vitality of a barony by 
writ of eummone. Although th. titl. dotee from 1529. the Hon. Alfred 
Thomas Townsh.nd Wyatt-Edg.ll. who has rec.ntly inh.rited it. is only 
the third Lord Braya. The title hae. how.ver. been twic. h.ld in the 
femal.1ine-nam.ly. by the grandmoth.r and moth.r of the present peer. 
the latter of whom is recently d ...... d. Th. title f.ll into abeyance in 
1557. and eo remained for a period of nearly 800 yeare. Th. titl. having 
only be.n enjoyed in the mnl. line for 28 yeare. and in the f.ma.1. line for 
22 years. w. have the cnrious fact that in the 350 yeare which have 
elapsed since its cr.ation the title hae only appeared upon the roll for 50 
years." 

Irish Bep1"esentative Peers.-Sir Bernard Burke. Ulster King 
cl Arms, makes the following remarks in his U Remiuisc8nces, Ancestral, 
Anecdotal, &0.," in reply to the question, Oan an Irish representative peer 
resign the representation P II It is quite clea.r that an Irish representa.
tive peer cannot resign. His election is JOf' life, and a vacancy in the 

, representation is only created by I decease or forfeiture! The late Earl 
of Oharlemont. after he had acquired a seat in Parliament as & peer of the 
United Kingdom. wonld have been very glad to have resigned his position 
as & representative peer. but he could not. Even a decl.&red lunatic. who 
happened to be a representative peer. would remain such representative 
until h. died. It has been said that Lord Palmeroton never established 
his right to vote as an Irish representative lord, from-au apprehensioD' 
that the Conservative majority in t·he Irish pe.rag. might. if they pl .... d. 
have elected him ODe of their representatives. and th118 removed him. 
tLOZen. coletu. from the Bouse of Commons. Be Dever. from the time he 
got his title till his death, wonld have his right to vote establieh.d. and 
for the reason thet. until he did that, h. was not eligible to be a.1ected.'· 

The Commons .. Nurse..,- fOr the :Lords. - Mr. Croker. 
shortly before his death at an advanced age, wrote as follows to Lord 
Hatherton: II I have been once to see the Dew House of Lords, and while 
I was there, Brougham. I think, first. and then Monteagle spicd me out. 
and came down to the bar to shake hands with me (it was since the 
beginning of my illnoasl. and indeed I think hill the Hous •• or more. did 
me the asme civility; and this celled my attention to a fact that I thiJIl< 
not Ullimporta.nt to constitutional .history. There were, I think. about 
thirty peers present; and we observed that there was not one, not a single 
one, with whom I had not sat in the House of Commone, including the 
Dnke uf Wellington and the Lord Chancellor. It shows how completely 
the House of Commons has been the nursery of the Hons. of Lords." 

112 
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Hereditary BepresEDtatives.-It was remarked in Notes anll 
Queri .. th.t uearly 230 years had passed oinc. tho election of tho Long 
Parliament, and yet msny of the names reappeared in the Reformed 
Parlinment of Queen Victoria, as representatives of toWllS in the same 
districts, and, in some cases, of precisely the same places. Thus, all 
Ashton (Aoabeton) then, as now, represenled Clithero; a Corbett, Shrop
shire; a KnightlE."y, Northampton; a Lloyd, Cardigan; a Montagu, Hunt~ 
ingdonshire; a Morgan. Breeknocbhire; a Newport, Shropshire i a Noel, 
RutIandahirQ; a Parker, Suffolk; 8 Russell, Tavistock; and a Whitmore, 
Bridgenorth. The same periodical gaTe • list of fifty members in 1869 
wlto were, 80 far 8S could be ascertained, the direct lineal descendants of 
persons who sat in t·he Long Parliament in 164:0. 

Long Retention of Se.ts in l' .... 1iament.-The following facts 
were pointed out by • writer to tho Times: The lat. Colonel H. C. 
Lowther s.t in Parliament from 1812 t .. 1867. H. must haTe known 
Colonel Jamc. Lowther, who aat from 1775 to 1818. Th ... two must, 
therefore, ha.ve had between them a parliamentary experience of 92 years. 
nuinterroptsd by a break. Colonel H. C. Lowther must also haTe known 
the first Earl of LonsdalE', whose parliamentary career commenced in 1757 .. 
Tho Earl mWit have knOWD. Sir J&mos Lowther, of Whitehaven, to whoso 

, ,,,ealth he succeeded, 'and whose pW:1iamenta.ry experieners extended from 
1692 to 1754. Thue the parliamentary experience. of thrs. liTe. went 
almo.t uninterruptedly back from 1867 to 1692. 

IJIhe "Pather of the House of CommoDs."-This designat,jon 
belongsd, in 1890, to Mr. Christopher Talbot, who entered ParJi"",ont in 
1830, at the age of twenty-ee,"en, 8S member for Glamorganshire, aud 
bed retained this 8 .. t nuinterroptedly for sixty years. H. wao tbe ouly 
living member who had voted at the passiDg of the Relonn Bill in 1832. 
Mr. Gladstone became II father" on his death. 

Changes in the Composition of the KolUlO of Commons.-'
A romarkable eumple of the gradual" changaa in tha representation 
produced. during one term of Parliament. by death or remonl, W88 

alfordsd by the HOU88 of Commons whi.h .... el •• ted in February, 1874-
In five yea.1'81rom that time, no less than 128 new members-nearly one
fifth of the entire body-had takon their seals in responoa to tha Speaker'. 
writs for new ele.tions to IiIl up vacaneies. Another year alspaad before 
the dissolution of this Parliament. when tho total number of suoh cbangcs 
amounted to over 140. 

l'roportion of New Members in Recent l' .... li ...... nts.
The gene1'&l ele.tion of April. 1880, resulted in tho retnrn to the Honse 
ot Oommons of an unusual proportiou of new members. The total D.umber 
was 236, of whom 201 had never before sat in Parliament. So largo an 
amount of change had not taken pIac. oince tho poriod of tho Reform Act 
of 1832. Mr. Dod gave the following figures as showing tho return of 
new members to aaoh Parliamont since the poaaing of th.t Act: In 
December. 1882. at the general election. 280 porsons; in January. 1835, at 
tIte general elecHon, 184 persons; in August, ISS?, at the general election. 
121 persons; in Jul1, 1841. at tho gen.ral elcctioD,l83 porsons; in July. 
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1847, at the general election, 218 pel"lKJDS; in July. 1852; at tho general 
u1eetion, 201 persons; in ApriJ,l859. at the general election. 131 person.; 
in August. 1865. at the genenl election, 196 persons; in Deeember. 1868, -
at the general u1eetion, 227 person.; in February, 1874, at the gen.ral 
election, 221 persons; and in April, 1880, at thn general election, 236' 
persons . 

• snow ][a,joritie8 at ElectioDS.-Afier the general election 
of 1880, which completely reversed the result ot that in 1874, a list w .. 
published of fifty-eight _ts which had been lost to the Conservatives by 
nmnhnrB all consisting of 1 ... than & hnndred votes. They ranged from 
a single vote in & county election (South Norfolk) to 97 in & borough, the 
a"o.gregate majority for the Liberals in the fifty-eight c .... being 2490, 
and the average under 43. Another eomputat.ion showed. that less thau 
5 per eent. of votere decided the result in as many ae 118 ...... A 
simi1ar OD&!ysis on other occaeions of general election has been found to 
lend to like conclusions, interpreted at the time to the credit of one 
or other political party; but, .. hntever may be the moral of the day, tho 
Tepe&ted recurrence of such incidents is a fact of striking importance. 

Two General Election8 in a Few l1I:onths.-In Jun., 1885,
:Mr. Gladstone's Government was defeated by a Tote on Mr. Childers' 
Budget, and Lord Salisbury aascmed offi.e. A general election followed 
towards the end of the yeaz, and in January, 1886, the new Parliament 
met. An amendment to the Addrese was brought forward by Mr. Jease 
Collings, regretting ~f that no measures had been. announced in the 
Queen's speeeh for alfordiug facilities to agricultural labourers to obtain 
allotments and small holdings." The division (Jan. 26) showed: For the 
amendment, 829; against it. 250; majority, 79. The consequence was 
thn resignation of Lord Salisbury's Government, and the return of Mr. 
Gladstone to power. His Irish Government (Home Rule) Bill WB8 now 
introdneed, and the division on the second reading took place on tho 
morning of the 8th of July, 1886. It produced the largest vote on 
vecord, as, including the Speaker and the tellers, 657 members were preasnt 
ont of the total of 670. The numbers ... ore-For the second reading. 311; 
against, 841; majority, SO. A dissolntIon followed immediately, although 
tbe Parliament hnd been ele.ted .. recently .. the previous December. The 
eonstItueneies of Great Britain had tben returned 333 rep .. aentatives to 
support Mr. Gladetone, although the Irish vote ... as against him; but in 
this last division 98 Liberala voted against his measure, and 10 abstained 
from voting. As the result of the elections which followed, it was 
reckoned that 186 British representatIves at the outBideremained to 
uphold Mr. Gladstone's policy. 

Becent Chlmge8 in Parlia.ment....,. Bules.-A writer in the 
Quarterly BetJietD for October, 1890, remarked that, duriog the few yet.i'S 
jnst previons, the roles of the House of CommoDS had been modified in 
such a way as to leaT'e many old members, who were not regular 
attendants, completely in the dark as to their operation. fI The hour of 
meoting has been changed. and 80 has the hour of adjonnmumt. The 
Closure has been adopted, and ean be aet in action on the motion of 
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a private member. No oppoeed busin ... can be taken after midnight. 
unI ... by speoial roeolution of the Honse, to be adopted at the commence· 
ment of public businoe.. New regulations have been made for morning 
sittinga. The .tog.. of committee ond report on the add.... to the 
Crown, at the opening of Parliament, have been discontinued. Noti ... 
of qnestioDB can DO lODger be read out in the House. The Speaker or 
Chairman of Committee. has power to put a motion for the adjournment 
of the House, or for reporting progress, without debate, or he may 
decline to put it at all. Power has a100 been given him to order a 
member' who pe1'8ists in irrelevance, or tedious repetition either of his 
own arguments, or of the arguments used by other members in debate/to. 
discontinue his speech, and resume his seat. The presiding ofIicer may 
furthermore order a member who io guilty of disorderly conduct to leave 
the House, and forbid him to retnrB dnring that day'a sitting. When & 

division is frivolonoly or ~tionoly demanded; he may refuse to allow it 
to be taken in the usual way, and direct the membere who call for it to 
otand up in their PlaC98 and beconnted by the c1erka--iL aomewhat trying 
ordeal to go throngb. Stauding eommittea. have been appointed to which 
all billo relating to law and justice, trade. shipping, and manmactnres, 
8f(ricultnre and fishing, are referred. There is no longer any committee 

-of the whc1e House on any billo coming within th ... categories. The 
Spe&ker now leaves the oh&ir without pntting the. question when the 
order of the dayia read lor going into committee, unless it be 8. Committee
of Supply or of Waye and Means. All these immense changes have been 
carried out within the last four years," 



PART II. 

l'ERSONAL ANECDOTES. 

SIR THOMAS MORE. 
(1480-1535.) 

The Eing Thwartea by .. "Bear4less Boy."-More .... 
returned to tho House of Commons in 1504. and 'he is .... oroed as the 
first member of that assembly who gained celebrity by public epeaking. 
and who, as a sueeessfulleader of opposition, mC1U'l'ed the enmity of the 
Court. H~nry VII. was entitled (says Lord Campbell) according to tho 
atrictest fendal law to a grant on tha oc .. sion of the marriage of his 
daughter Mergeret with Jam .. IV. of Scotland; but he thought it a 
favourable opportunity for gratifying his avarice. and he require! a much 
greater BUm than he intended to beetow on the Scottish quee... When 
tile CODSeut of the' Lower House was demanded, Sir Thomas, making 
a grave speech, pronounced such urgent arguments why these e:u.etiona 
were not to be granted, tha.t thereupon aU the Xing's demands were 
croased. and his request denied; eo that Mr. Tyler. one of the King's 
Prlry Chamhar. went presently from the HoDSO and told his Msjeety that 
a beardle .. boy had disappointed him of his expectations.. More. however. 
was twenty.four years of age when he mada this efte.tive apaech. . 

Wolsey's Attempt to Ov ...... we the Commou.-Roper boa the 
following in his .. Life of More:" At Parliament (1528) Cardinal Wolsey 
fonna himself mnch aggrieved with tha burgesaca thereof, for that 
nothlng was 80 BOon done or spoken therein, but that it was immediately 
blown abroad in every alehonae. It fortuned at that Parliament a very 
great snbaidy to be damanded, which tlie Cardinal fearing would not paaa 
the Commou' House, he determined, for the furtherance thereof, to be there 
present himself. Before his coming. efler long dehating there, whether 
it was better but with a few of his lords, as the most opinion of the H01l88 

was, or with his whole train royally to receive him,-" .Masters," quoth Sir 
Thomaa More (the Speaker), .. foreamnch .. my lord Cardinal lately. 
yo wot well, laid to our cherge the Jightnsaa of our tongeas for th. 
uttered out of this House, it shall not in my mind be amiss to receive him. 
with all his pomp. with his mac .. , his pillars. his poll __ , his hat. and 
great aeol too; to the intent that if he find the like fault with us hereafter, 
.... may be the bolder from oursulves to lay the blame on th ... whom his 
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g1"8C8 bring.th h.re with him." W4.reunto the House whoUy agre.ing, 
he was received accordingly. Alter he had. by a .. lemn oration, by 
numy reasons proved how necessa.ry it was the dem&nd then moved to 
be granted, and forther showed that 1 ... wonld not serve to maintain the 
prince's purpose, he. seeing the company sitting still silent, and thereunto 
nothing answering. and. contrary to his expectation., showing in themselves 
to his request no towardness of inclination, said to them, U Masters, you 
]l&Ve many wise a.nd leamed men amongst you,and sith I am from the King's 
own person (H.nry VIII.) sent hitherto unto you, to the preservation of 
yourselves and of aU the realm. I think it meet you give me some reasonablo 
&IlSwer." Whereat .v.ry man holding his peac., then begen Wolsey to 
speak to ODe Master Marney, a.:fterwards Lord Marney.' n How 8&y you." 
quoth he. U Master Marney if) who making him 110 answer neither, ho 
severally asked the Bame question of divers others; accounted the wisest 
of the company; to whom, when none of them all would give so much as 
ODe word-being agreed before, as the custom was, to give answer by their 
Speaker--u Masters," qnoth the Oardinal. "unless it be the manner of your 
House, 88 of likelihood it is, by the mouth of your Speaker, whom you 
have chosen for trusty and wise (as indeed h. is), in snch ..... to niter 
your minds, here is, without doubt, a marvellously obstinate silence." 
And thereupon he required answer of Mr. Speaker i who first reverently, 

. on his knees, excused the silence of tho House, abashed at the presence 
of .. noble a personag., abl. to amaze the wisest and b.st learn.d in 
a realm, and thon, by many probable arguments, proved that for them to 
make answer was neither expedient Dor agreeable with the ancient liberty 
of the House; in conclusion for himself ahowed thet though th.y had .U 
with their voices trusted him, yet except every ODe of them could put 
into his own h&ad their several wits, he alone in so weighty a matter WRS 

nnmoet to make his grse. answ.r. Whereupon the Cardinal, displensed 
with Sir Thomas More, that had not in this Parliam.nt in all things 
.. tisfi.d his desire, suddouly ...,.. and d.parted. 

Of One Min4.-When the ahort sessiou of Parliam.nt (just ref.rred 
to) was closed, Walsey, in his gallery of Whitehall, ssid to More, .. I wish 
to God you had been at Rome, Mr. More, when I made you Speaker." 
U Your grace not offended, so would I too, my lord," replied Sir Thomas, 
.. for then .honld I have seen the plac. I long have desired to visit. ~ 
More tnrocd the conv .... tion by saying that he liked this gallery better 
than the CardinoJ.'s .t Hampton Court. But the CardinoJ. ...... t1y brooded 
over his rBvenge.-Mackinlolh', IC Life 01 More.» 

LORD BACON. 
(1561-1626.) 

DepopulatioD.-B •• on W88 relnroed to the Parliament that m.t in 
1597, when be introdllced two biHs against II enclosures and the depopula
tion of towns." In his speech inlroducing his bills he said" U I should be 
SOl'ry to Boe within Ulis kingdom that piece of Ovid's verse prove true
Jam "ge. ~bi Troja luil, In Euglaud Ilought but green fields, & .heph ... !, 
and a dog.u-Parliamentary Hutory. 
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A Bepentant Patriot.-Bacon (says Macaulay) tried to play & very 
difficult game in polities. .. He wished to be at once" & favourite at court 
and popular with the multitode. Once, however, he indulged in R 

buret of patriotism which coot him & long and bitter remorse. and which 
he nevor ventored to repeat. The Court asked for l&rge eubsidies 8Ild for 
epeedy payment. The remains of Bacon'. speech breathe all the spirit of 
the Long Parliament. (The gentlemen: said he, C must sell theiz plate, 
and the farmers their brass pots, ere this will be paid; and for us, we aro 
he ... to search the .,..oDlldo of the realm, and not to skin them over. The 
d.angers are these. First,.... shall breed discontent, and andanger her 
Majesty'. 88fety, which mDBt consist more in the love of the people than 
their wealth. Secondly, this being granted in this sort, other princes 
hereafter will look for the like; so thet we shall put an evil precedent on 
O1lr8elves 8Ild onr posterity; and in histories, it is to be observed, of all 
nations the English are not to be subject, base, 01' taxable! The Quoon 
and her ministers resented this outbreak of public spirit in the highest 
manner. Indeed, many an honest member of the House of Commons 
had, for & much smaller matter, been sent to the Tower by the proud and 
hot-blooded Tudors. The young patriot endeavoured to make the most 
abject apologies, a.nd never o:ffended in the same manner again.t' 

Bzempla.r,v Oratoz,'. - Ben Jonaon writes of Bacon, in his 
"Discoveries made upon Men and Matter": U There happened in my 
time one noble speaker who was full of gravity in his speaking. His 
language, when he could spare or pass ·by • jest, was nobly censorious. 
No man ever spoke more neatly, more pressly, more weightily, or sn1fered 
less emptiness, less idleness. in what he uttered. No member of his 
speech but consisted of his own graces. His hearers could not cough or 
look &Bido from him without 1008. He commanded where he spoke, 8Ild 
hod his judge. angry and ple .. ed at his devotion. No m8Il hod their 
affections more in his power. The fear of every man that heard him was 
lut h •• hould make 1m end." 

SIR EDWARD COKE. 

(1549-168'-) 

Compliments from the Cha.ir.-Coke, havwg L,,"elecLed Speaker 
of the House of Commons in 1593. was presented at the bar of the Houso 
of Lords, when he disqualliied himself ro Queon Elizabeth. saying. "As 
in the heavens a. star is but opczcum. cotpua until it have received light 
from the BUD. 80 stand I C01pUI opacum-& mute body-until your High. 
ness'a bright shining wisdom hath looked npon me and allumed me. How 
unable I am to do this office my present speech doth tell." In his speeoh 
at the close of the .eB8ion he compared Elizabeth to the queen.boe, 

" sine aculso.-Parlia ..... tary History. . C 
Beciting a Collect in the Houae.-Hetsell mentions that after 

the House hod passod the resolution of adjournment from the 4th of June 
to the 14th of November, 1621. Sir Edwerd Coke. then upwards of seventy 
,.ears of age, standing up, with tears in his eye., recitod the CollecHor 
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the King (Jam .. I.) &Dd his chlldren, and desired the HoUse to say after 
him, adding only to it, "and defend them from their cro.el enemies." 

P .... lia.ment .... 4 "the King's Wor4,"-On the 1st of May, 1628 
(4th Charles L), Secretary Cooke d.livered a'mee&&go, asking whether they 
would rely on tha Xing'. 1001'<1. This question was foUowed by along silen ... 
Several speeches are reported in the letters of the time.. Sir N athoniel 
Rich observed that, " confident as he was of the royal word, whet did any 
indefinite word ascertain P tJ Pym said, If We have his Ma.jesty's corona.
tion oath to maintain the laws of England; what need we, then, take his 
word P ,j' He propoaed to move, " Whether we 'should take the King's 
word or no!' This was resisted by Secretary Cooke: "What would they 
say in foreign ports, if the people of Eugl&Dd would not trust their XingP" 
He desired the Honse to cau Pym to order; on which Pym replied, 
II Truly, Mr. Speaker, I am. just of the same opinion I was--viz., that the 
King'B oath was as powerful as his word." Sir John Eliot moved. that it 
he put to the que.tion, "b.cause they that would have it do urgo .. us to 
that point." Sir Edward Coke on this occasion (May 6) mode a m.mor
able speech. U We sit now in Parliament, and therefore must, take 'his 
Majesty's word no oth.rwise than in a parliam.ntary way; that is, of a 
matter agreed on by both Houses-his Maj.sty sitting on his throne in his 
rohas, with his crown on his hoed and sceptre in his h&Dd, and in full 
Parliam.nt; and his royal .... nt heing antored upon record, in perpeluam 
r"; ........no... This was the royal word of a Xing in Parliamant, and 
not & word delivered in & chamber, and out of the mouth of a secretary, 
at the second h&Dd. Therefore I motion that the House of CommoDlt, mOTe . 
majortlnll., should draw a petition d6 droict to his Maje.ty~, which, being 
confirm.d by both Housee and .... ntod unto by his Majesty, will he .. 
firm an act as any. Not that I distrust tho King, hnt that I cannot take 
his trust but in a parliam.ntary way." In this speech of Sir Edward 
Cok. we find the first mention, in the l.gal styl., of the evsr-memorobl. 
II Petition of Right,-' which two days alter was :finished ....... Isaac 
D'I.raeU,. - ' 

"Mapa Chart.. will have no Sovereign. "-The eddition 
which the Lords propoeed to he mede to the P.tition of Right (May 17, 
1628) contained the words, "with duo regard to leaTS entire that sov.reign 
power wherewith your Majesty is trusted for tha protoGtion, aafety, and 
happine .. of your people." On this Sir Edward Coke (according to 
Rushworth) spoke as follows: U This is magnum'" pMt1o. This is pro
pounded to be • conclusion of our petition. It is a matter of great w.ight, 
and, to speak plainly, it will overthrow aU our petition. It trench .. to 
aU parts. of it; it flies at loans, and at the oath, and at imprisonment, and 
billeting of soldiers, this turno aU about again. Look into aU the petitions 
of former times, they nel"8r petitioned wherein there was a eaTing of the 
King's BOvsroignty. I know that prorogotivs is part of the law, but 
sovereign power is no parliamentary word. In my opinion it weakens 
Magna Charts and aU our statutes, for they are abeoluto without any 
BaYing of sovereign power: and shall we now add it P We ahall weaken 
the foundation of law, and then tho building must noeda fall. Toke we 
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heed what we yield unto. Magn& Charta is sueh & f.11ow that ha will 
have no sovereign. :no 

8m JOHN ELIOT. 
(1590-1600.) 

A l'arlia.m ..... tary lII[a.rtyr.~ir John Eliot was foremost of the 
champioDB of popular liberty in the Parliament whieh met in Maroh, 
16'28 (the third under Charles I.), and whieh drew up the Petition of 
Right. He had been conspicuous in the previous Parliament for his 
pereistence and ability in opposing the high.handed meaenres of lobe King 
and his favourite adviser, the Duke of Buckingham, and in 1626 was 

• ~ommitted 00 the Tower for an attack upon the Duke; but the warm resent.. 
ment of tha HOD88 of CommoDB at this infringement of ita liberties (p. 21) 
compelled the Kiog to rele ... him, after an imprisonment of eight days. 
After the last sittiog of the Parliament in 1629, Sir John Eliot was sum· 
moned to the Council, accused of uttering certain words in the Lower 
HOD88, eommitted, and his papers seized. The attoroey.generallsid on 
information against him. in tho King's Bench, to which he pleaded, deny
ing jurisdiction, but he was sentenced to be imprisoned during the King"S' 
pleasure, and, "as the greatest o1f'ender and ringleader in Parliament," to 
pay & fine of 2OOOZ. Being shut up in' the Tower, his health gradually 
declined, and he died there on the 27th of November, 1632, permiB8ion 
10 remove his body to the family sest in Oorowall being denied to his 
relatives. When Parliament next .... mbled altar a long interval. the 
reo.olleetion of what Eliot had so1l'e .. d was fresh io the minds of Pym 
and many of his associates, and doubtless helped to render the Commons 
implaesble against Strafford and otbers. 

A Desper&te Case.-On the 3rd of June, 1626, the Kiog haviog 
sent an answer to the Petition of Right which was not deemed satisfac
tory, Sir John Eliot got up, and in along speech entered upon the public 
grievances. and what he called the "desperate case" of the nation. He 
commenced by saying. ~'We sit here as the great council of the King. 
and in that capacity it is our duty to take into consideration the state and 
affairs of the kingdom." He then went into a review of the mismanage_ 
ment of the national affairs both at home and abroad, and bronght his 
speech to a conclusion with the following passage:. "For the next. the 
ignorance and corruption of our Ministers. where can you miss of instances P 
I:l you BUl'Vey the court. if you &UrVeI the country, if the chlU'Ch, if 
the city be eumined, if you observe the bar. if the bench: if the courts, 
if the ahippiog, if the land, if the .. ........u tbeas will render you variety 
of proofs, and in such measure and proportion as shows the greatness of 
our eickness, that if it have not some speedy remedy our case is most 
deeperate. Mr. Speaker, I fear I have heen too long in theae particulare 
that are past. and am unwilling to offend you. therefore in the rest I shall 
be shorter, and io th.~ which concerDS the impoverishing of the King nC 
other arguments will I use than such as all men grant., The Exchequer you 

• The report is taken from -the volume edited by Thomas Fuller (1657). 
preriouI;r quoted on p. 22. 
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know is .mpty. the reputation th.reof gon •• the anci.nt lands are sold, the 
j.w.1s pawned. the plate .ngag.d. the d.bt etiJl great, almost all charges. 
both ordinary and extraordinary. borne b,. projecto. Wh&t pov.rty can b. 
~ter. whet n.cessity 80 great P Whet perl.ct English heart is not 
almost dissolved inte sorrow for the troth P For the oppression of the 
enbj.ct. which as I rem.mher is the next particular I propoeed. it n.eds 
no d.monetretion. the whols kingdom is a proof, and for the .xhausting 
(Jf our treasures, th.&t oppression spew it. What waste of our provisions, 
what consumption of our 8hlps. what destruction of our men have been! 
Witn ... thet jonrn.,. to Argi.m--witne.. thet with Mansfi.ld-witn ... 

• thet te C.diz-witn ... the n.xt-witn ... thet te Rh6--witne .. the last 
(I pray God we ma.y Dever have more such witnesses)! Witness likewise 
the Palatinet&-witn ... D.nmark-witn ... the Tnrb-witne .. the Dun
kirkers-witness all. what losses we have BUStained. how we 81'8 impaired 
in mumtion, in ships. in men. It hath no contradiction we were never so 
much weakened, nor had 1ess hope how te be restored. Th.... Mr. 
Speak.r. are onr dangere. th ... are the,. do threaten us. and are like thet 
Trojan horae. brought in cnnningl,. te surprise us. In th ... do lurk the 
.stnm:gest of our enemies ready to issue on us, and, if we do not now the 
more speedily expel them, these are the sign. the invitation to otherL '
'These will prepare their entrance that we sluill -have no means left of 
-refuge or defence; for if W8 have these enemies at home, how can we 
.. hive with those thet are .broad P If w. be free from th .... no other 
ean impeach no. Our an.ient English virtue. thet old Spert&n valonr • 
• leared from th ... disord.rs', being in mc.rit,. of religion once mad. 
friends with Heaven, heving maturity of conncils. sufficien.,. of generala. 
in.orruption of officers. opul.no,. in the King. liberty in the peopl •• 
repletion in treasures, restitution of' provisions, reparation of ships, pre· 
servation of men,--our ancient English virtue thus Notified. I say, will 
SBCure us; and, unless there be a speedy reformation in these, I know not 
what hopes or expectations we"may have. These things, Sir, I shall desire 
to heve tok.n rote .onsid.ration-thet, as we are the great .onncil of the 
kingdom. and have the apprehension of th... dsngere. we ma,. truly 
represent them unto the King i wherein I conceive we are bound by 
" treble obligation. of dut,. nnte God. of dut,. te his Majesty. and of duty 
to our ccnmtry." 

JUiot'B r.ast Appe .... _ce.-Th. last ... n. in this patriot'. 
history, before the Tower gates ""ere closed npon him, was in every way 
.. m.morabl. on.. He was aware that the King. who had alread,. ord.red 
'an adjonrnm.nt of the Parliam.nt. was .about te dissolve it. finding it 
d.terminod not te geant,mone,. without the redress of gri.van.... On 
the dsy fixed for the t.mporary reassembling of the Hous ... the 2nd of 
March. 1629. Eliot rose in his plnee immediatel,. after pra,..re. te propose 
an .mph.tio resolution "hi.h he had propared against tonnage and 
ponndage. Th. Speaker (Sir John Finch •• tool of the oonrt party) 
endeavoured to cheek him, saying it was the King's order that they were 
to adjourn, but the Hons. ineistcd upon ito right te adjourn iteelf. and 
-declared it wonld hM!' Eliot. u Th888 men," said h~Uuding to 
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Buckmgham and oth.r .vil .dvisers of Charlea-" th... m.n go abou~ 
to break Parliamenta lest Parliam.nta should break th.m." And h" 
brought his speeeh to & conclusion b,. eayiug. "I protest, 88 I am a 
gentleman., if: my fortune be ever again to meet in this honourable 
.... mbl,. • .. her. I..... lea •• I tDiU begin O9ai ... " H. then off.red his 
resolution to the Speak.r. who po.itivel,. refueed to read it. and W88 about 
to quit the chair. when he ..... tbrwot back b,. DeDZil Hollie and othera. 
and Hollia read the resolntion .... hich W88 ca.rried by acclamation. Tho 
doors, having been previously locked, were now thrown open, and th& 
members. hurrying forth. found & King's guard h.d just been aent to olear 
tha house by forc.. Sir Simonde D'Ew •• nota. this .... the most gloomy. 
and. and dismal day for England that had happenod for live hundred • 
years.'· 

- JOB;N PYM. 
(1584-1643.) 

A Pithy Speech.-On the 4th of April. 1628. the Houae rec.ived 
a message from the King asking for supplies, and concluding, U The more 
confid.nce ;ron shaIl .how in his grace ~d goodn .... the more yon .hell 
prevail to obtain your own desires," Upon this occasion (saya Rush
worth) Mr. P:rm spake thus: "In businees of weight dispatch is bettar 
than discourse. We came not hither without aJl motives that can be 
towarde his Maj.sty. had he n.ver aent in this m .... go. W. mow the 
danger of our enemies j we must give expedition to expedition: let us 
forbe.r particuInrs. A man in a journ.y is hind.red by aakmg too many 
questionS. I do believe our peril is as great as ma.y be; every man com .. 
pIaina of it. that doth .ncourago the .n.my; our way is . to tak. that that' 
took awa,. our _ta •• that is. the en.my. To give speedily· is thet that 
the King calls for. A word spoken in season is like an apple of silver, 
and ILCtiOns are more precious than words. 'Let us hast-en our resolutions 
to supply his Majesty." Altar some debata the Houae llIIIIIlimollBl,. 
re.olved that live sub.idies be given to the King. 

A Sophistical Defence.-The following an.cdota of P:rm is 
rela.ted in Lord North's " Narrative" :_U The House had newly received 
& meesage from his Maj.sty (Charles I.). which was 80 far from being 
satisfactory as many persons spoke against it with much vehemence, and 
among the rest Sir Henry Ludlow. who v.ry resolntaly used thes. tarma • 
• He who sent this m .... g. is not lit to be King of England.' Upon 
saying this. h. was immedistaly intarroptad. and the worde that w.re 
.poken agreed upon preparatory to • eharge; but b.for. his withdrawing 
in otder to a censure, Mr. Pym arose and said, ( That those words con .. 
ta.incd nothing of dishonour to the King;' which being found very 
strange he thus cleared his meaning: 'If these words be such as a fail
conclusion is naturaJ.ly deducible from them, then they cannot be evil in 
themselves. Now, that a:lair conclusion naturally ariseth from them may;-... 
be proved by syllogism. He who sent this m .... g. is not worthy to beC 
King of England; but King CharI •• is wort.hy to be King of England; 
therefore, King Charles sent not this message. Now.' saith Mr. Pym, f I 
leave it to jadgment wh.ther or no this syllogism compriss anythlog 
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in it worthy of ceD8lll'e.' This argument was 80 mgenious as Sir Henry 
Ludlow (with his ill meauinJr) cam. fre.ly off without punishment." 

A BepriDumd delivered to the :LcmI.a.-In the'" Short Parlia
ment" of April. 1640. the House of Lords _00 resolutions to the e!f.et 
thet supply ought to hev. preced.nce of gri.vances (a point which the 
King wae strenucmsly insisting upon). and thet the Oommons should he 
invited to a conference on the subject. Pym npresented these re80lntioDS 
to the House of Oommons .. a gross breach of its privileges. and was 
deputed by the House to go up to the Lords with a protest ageinst it. He 
th.n made to the Upper Ohamher the following outspoken declall!)ion 

• l U Parliamentary History"}·: " Your lordships have meddled with; &1ld 
OOvised concerning. both matter of supply and tb. tim. when the aam. 
should he made. "and this hefore such tim. as the .am. wee moved to your 
lordships by the Oommons. As a course for the repair of this breach of 
privilege. the Oommons heg to suggest thet your lordships would. in your 
wisdoms, find out yourselves 80me sort of reparation, &lld of prevention 
of the Iik. infringem.nt for the future. And the Oommons humbly 
desire. through m •• to represent to your lordshipe thet. in caso your lord
shipe hev. taken notice of any ord.rs or proceedinge of the Oommons 
concerning religion. property. and privilegas. and thet they .... re to 
proceed to the supply-which th.y heve som. cause to conceive by these 
words. • That this b.iug done, your lordships would freely join with 
the Oommons in these thrae things:-for the avoiding all misunder
standings hetween your lordshipe and the Oommons for timo to com., 
.th.y desire your lordshipe hereafter to take no notice of anything which' 
shall he deheted by the Oommons until th.y shall themselv.s declare tho 
same unto your lordshipe, which tho Oommons shall always observe 
towarde your lordshipe' proceedings, conceiving the contrary not to 
consist with the privilogas of the House." Tha Oommons passed & vote 
of thsnke to Pym for the good .. rvice he did them on this occasion. The 
firmnees of tho House lad to its dissolution a few deys afterwardsigraatly 
to tho indignation of the conntry. 

Defence of l' .... li ........ t&>7 l'r:ivileg •• -In tho course of an 
"laborate speoch in the short-lived Parliument of 1640. Pym thus defonded 
the privilogas of the Oommons: .. Th. privilogas of Parliument wore not 
given for the ornament or OOvantsgs of those who are tho memhera of 
Parliamont. Thoy havo a real use and efficacy towards thet which is the 
ond of Parliumenta. W 0 are free from suita that w. may the more 
ontiNly addict ourselves to the puhlic oervi ... ; we havo liherty of speech 
thet our counsels may not he corrupted with fear. or our judgments per
verted with .. If respects. Those thrae graat f .. ulti .. and functions of 
Parlia.ment, the legislative, judiciary, aad eonsiliary power, cannot be well 
exercised without such privileges as these. The wisdom of our lawa, the 
faithfulne .. of our couusela, the righteousnees of our judgments, can 
hardly he k.pt pure and unteinted if they procced from diatracted and 
restrained minda. Th... pow.rs of Parliament are to tho body politi. 

.• as the rational facultias of tilo ooul to a man: that which keepe all 
the parts of tho Oommonwealth in frame and temper ought to he moot 
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..... fully p~ in that freedom, vig<nll', and activity which belongs to 
iteelf.» ' 

Bztorling 1m Apology.-Pym met the question of the supply 
nec""""'Y for the fore .. to be sent into heland (Nov. 5th, 1641) by 
reviving the question of the King's evil connselloro. .. His Majesty must 
be told," said the member for Tavistock, II that Parliament here finds evil 
eonnaels to have been the canae of all their troubles in Ireland, and thst, 
unlees the Sovereign will be plsssed to frse himeelf from sneh, and take 
only eounselloro whom the kingdom eau confide in, Parliament will hold 
itself abaolved from giving &SSistanee in the matter." On this up sprang' 
the member for St. lvea, Mr. Edmund Waller, cousin to H&mpden and to • 
Cromwell,,..t one of Hyde's most esger reeroits, nor mors despised for 
his abject, veering, vacillating spirit than h. was populsr for his wit, 
vivaeity, and ganins. Theae he had now p1seed entirely at the King's 
dispoeal. .. He beggad the Houas to obeerve what Mr. Pym had just 
ssid, and to remember what formerly had been ssid by the Earl of 
Strafford. Where in effeet was the difference between sneh counsel to 
a king, as thst h. was abaolved from all laws of government, on Parli ... 
ment refnaing his nojust demands, and snob advi~e to .. Parliament as 
thst it should hold itselfabeolved from 888istiug the Ststo, on the King'. 
nou-complianee with demanda perhepe not more just p" The too 
ingenious speaker .. sa not permittod to &8y more. Pym rose imme. 
distoly and spoke to order. .. If the advi .. he had given were indeed of 
the aame nature as Lord Strsfford'., then he deserved the like punish. 
ment; and he craved, therefore. the justice of the House, either to bo 
eubmittod to its eenaure, or thst the gsnt1eman who spoke last be com· 
pelled to make reparation." Many and loud were the cries for Waller 
which followsa this grove and digoified rebake; but'; atroug perty sup. 
ported him in his refosal to give other than snch modified explsnaliou as 
he at &ret tendered, and it was not noW after long debete he was ordered 
into the eommittoa chamber, and had to make snbmisaion in the required 
terms. . It was near five o'cloek on that November evening when Mr. 
Waller" publicly asked perdon of the Honae and Mr. Pym."-For.ter', 
.. Bem.omwance." 

A Vindication nf I.aw.-Pym'. speech on the last day of Straf· 
ford'. impeachment (April 13,1641) was printed by order of the Houae 
of OommODS. and appears in the contemporary volume, U Speeches and 
Passages of this Great and Happy Parliament," as well as in Rushworth's 
Ister .. Colleetiona." It has been groatly admired by men of all portie •. 
Although oceupying (aceording to one who ..... present) only half an hour 
in delivery, and &0 far extempore thst it was spoken immediately after 
Strafford'. dafenee, and took up many points of his argoment, yet it is 
stately in tone and pregnant with logieal foreo throughout. His vindiea
lion of Is .. , .. hieh he' aceuaed Strsfford of endeavouring to override bYj_ 
tyTannieal authority, ..... one of the most striking peaaagea. The Earl or-' 
Strafford's ofl'ence, said he. II is an offence comprehending all other 
otrencee; here you shall find several treasons, murthers. rapines. oppres
siOBS, perjuries. The ean,h nath a seminary virtue, whereby it doth 
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produce all herbe IUld plants, and other vegetable.: there is in tbis crim .. 
a seminAry of all evils hurtful to & state j and, if you consider the reasons 
of it, it must needs be BO. The law is that which puts difference betwixt 
good IUld evil, hetwixt just and 1Uljust. If you take awny the law, all 
things will fall into a comusioD, every man ,will become a law to himself, 
which, in the depraved condition of human no.ture, m118t needs produce 
many great enormities. Lust will beeome a law, and envy will become So 

law; covetousness and ambition will become laws; a.nd what dictates, 
what decisious such lawe will produce may easily he discerusd in the late 
government of lreIa.nd. The law hath a power -to prevent, to rest,apl, -to 
repair evile; without this, all kinde of mischiefs and distempe\$ will 

• break in upon a State. It is the law thet dolh entille the King to Ihe 
allegiance and service of bis people; il enlitles the people to Ihe protec
tion and justice of the King. It is God s.!one who subsists by himself; 
all other Ihings subeist in a mutns.! dependence and relalion. He was a 
wias man thai asid thet the King subsisted by the field thet is till&d. n 
is Ihe labour of the people thai supports the Crown; if you take away the 
protection of the King, the vigour and cheerfuluess of allegiance will b& 
taken away, though the obligation remain. The law is the boundary, th& 
measure belwixt the King's prerogstive ahd Ihe people's liberty. Whiles 
these move in their own orb, they are a support and security to one 
anolher; the prerogstive a cover and defence to the liberty of the people, 
and the people by their liberty are enabled to be • foundetion to Ihe pre
rogalive. But if theee bounde be eo removed thet they enter inlo .onlee
tation and conflict, one of tbese mischiefs musl ne&de eusue: if Ihe . 
prerogative of the King overwbelm the liberty of the people, it will be 
turned inlo tyranny; if liberty undermine the prerogslive, it will grow 
inlo anarchy. The law is the eef.gusrd, the custody of all private interest. 
Your honours, your lives, your liberties and estates are all in the keeping 
of Ihe law; without this eTOry man both a like right to anything." 

Attempt to Com.m1ll1ic.ta the Plague to l'ym.-Pyln w ... 
silling (write. Forst.r) in bis usus.! place on the right band. beyond lhe 
membel"8' gallery, near the bart on the 25th of October, 1641, when, in 
the midel of debate on a proposition he bad eubmilted for allowanc. of 

... powder end bullel" to the City Guard, a lettsr was brought to him. 
The sergeant of the H01l88 had received it from a messenger at the door, 
10 whom a genlleman ou horeeback in a grey coat bad given it thet 
morning, on F;"h Sireet Hill-with a gift of a ehilling. and injun.tion to 
deliver il with great care aud spe&d. As Pym opan&d the leller, eom .. 
thing dropped out of it on Ihe floor; but wilhoul giving he&d 10 Ihis be 
road to himself a few worde, and tben, bolding up the paper. Called it a 
scends.Ious libel. Hereupon it was carried up 10 the lately.appointed 
clerk'. aeeistant, Mr. John Rushworth. who. in bis unmov&d way, read 
aloud its abuse of Ihe greallead.r of the House, and its asseveralion Ibat 
if he should escape the preeent attempt. the writer had • dagger prepared 
for him. At this point, however, young Mr. Rushworth would 880m 10 
have lo.t bis .ooln .... for he read tho nexl few lin .. in an agitated way. 
Tholexp!ainod who! had dropped from lho leiter. it was a rag lhet had 
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come from a plague wound, sent in the hope that infe.tion might by such 
means be borne to him who opened it. Whereupon Ruehworth, having 
read so far, threw down the letter into the houee, and eo it was epurned 
away out of the dnor. 

JOHN HAMPDEN. 
(1594-1648.) 

Kia n""terit,- and IDlI1l8l1ce.-Hampden (writee Clarendon) 
I( was not a man of many words, and rarely bega.n the discOUl'Be, or made 
tho :first entranee upon any business that was assumed; but a. very 
.. eighty speaker, and after he hod heard a full debat", and observed how 
the House W88 like to be inclined, took up the argument, and shortly, and 
clearly, and craftily 80 stated it, that he commonly conducted it to the 
conclusion he desired j and if he found he could not do that, he was never 
without the dexterity to divert the debate to onother time, and to prevent 
the deter:mi.niD.g anything in the negative which might prove inconvenient 
in the future. • . When this (the Long) Parliament began, the eyea 
of all men 'Were fixed upon him 88 their patf'im pater, and the pilot that 
must steer the ve ... l through the tempests and rocks which threatened it. 
And I am persuaded his power and interest at that time were greater to 
do good or hurt thsn any man'a in the kingdom, or thsn any man of his 
rank hath had in any time." 

Allaying .. Stonn.-It W88 Hampden who moved (November 22, 
1641) that the Great Remonstrance, which hod just been paseed by a 
majority of eleven only, sbould be printed; it being intended by ito pro. 
Olote1'8 to serve, among other purposes, as & declaration from the House 
of Commone to the people. The propoSal ronsed the opposite party to 
the utmost, a.nd Hyde and other of its members endeavoured. to enter 
a formal proteat against the printing. .. We hod cawhed at each other's 
locb," wrote Sir Philip W amek, Ie and sheathed our swords in each 
other's bowels, hod not the ssgaeity and great ca1mn ... of Mr. Hampden, 
by a short epeech,prevented it, and led us to defer our angry dehate until . 
the next morning. U 

llIl: .... b of • Ba.cl Sllbject.-The only recorded speech of Hamp. 
den'. is one purporting to havs been clelivered in the House on the 
morning after the King hod aent to impeach the five members, and 
.horUy before he himaelf appeared to arrest them. It was issaed as 
a 8III&ll pamphlet at the time, but hila hod doubt thrown upon ito authenti. 
city, some portions appearing too deferentia! .to the Crown to be 
consistent with Hampden'8 general course. It must be remarked. how • 
• var, that until the fi.nal rupture between Charles ond the Parliament, 
e'Presaione of loyalty, even when .. companied by protest againat par. 
ticu1a.r measures, were constant, and often profuse, in the speeches 
delivered in the House. Hampden's 'speech consists, in the main, 0,(. 
8 comparison between the marks of & good subject and & bad one, closing
with & vindicat·ion of the speaker's own actions as judged by the tests 
proposed. The following passage is & specimen of the rest: II I come 
now to the second mMllS to know the di1ference between a good subject 
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and a bad,-by their obedience to the laws, statutes, aud ordinances made 
by the King. with the whol. coneont of his Parliament. And in this I 
observe. twofold subjection, in the partienlsr m.mbers th.reof diosentiog 
from the g.n.ral votes of the whol. Parliam.nt; and. secondly. the whol. 
state of the lcingdom to • full Parliament. First. I conf.... if any 
particnlar member of a'Parliam.nt. although his judgm.nt and vote be 
contrary, do not willingly submit to the rest, he is an ill subject to the 
Icing and country. S.condly. to resist the ordinances of the whols state 
of the lcingdom. .ither by stirring up 8 dislike in the heart. of his 
Msjesty's subjecis of the proceedings of Parliament; to end .. ..friu.. by 
hvying of arms. to ccmpel the King and Parliament to make such laws 88 

seem best to them; to deny the power, authority, and privileges of 
Parliament; to cast aspersions upon the same and its proceedings, thereby 
inducing the King to think ill of the sam •• and to b. incenaed against the 
eam.; to procure the untim.ly dioselution and breaJcing off of the Parlia
m.nt before all thinga be settled by the sam •• for the safety and tran
quillity both of the King and Sis_is an apparent sign of a mit"ro •• 
and disloyal subject against his Icing and country." 

THE EARL OF STRAFFORD. 
(1593-1641.) 

.a. Gift for a EiDg.-8tra1ford in the earli.r part of his ........ 
(whil. Sir Thomas W.ntworth) .... identifi.d with the petriotic party. 
ed, like others, was imprisoned for resisting the infliction of enforced 
loans without the authority of Parliam.nt. His speech.. during the 
.ession of 1628 mad. him smong the most notieeabl. of the petriois. and 
he was especially prominent in advocacy of the principle that U grievances 
and supply should go hand in hand togeth.r;" but the Court had reason to 
anepect that he was quite capebl. of being bought ov.r. Towarde the 
elose of the session he thus addreesed the House, .. Our persone have 
been injured hoth by imprieonment without law-nay. against law. hound
I ... and without benk-&Dd hy being designed to some offic •• charge. and 
employment, foreign or domestic, as a lmLDd of infamy and mark of disgrace. 
Oh! Mr. Speaker. when it may not be safe to deny peyments upon unjnst 
euctions, but we must go to prison for it; nor in this place to speak our 
coneei.nce •• but we must be stomped to unwilling and uniitting .mploy
ments ! Our estates have been racked two ways; one in the loan, wherein 
five subsidies were exacted, and that by commission of. men of quality, and 
instructions to prosecute the same with an asperity which DO times can 
pa.ralIel. And hence the other consideration,. of the projectors and 
executioners of it. N 8Y, this was not all, but ministers in their pulpits have 
preached it .. gospel. and dsmned the refusers of it-so, then. we are 
already doomed to damnation! IS He went on to urge a committee on 
·grievances, and said, Ie Let no man judge this way a break·neek of Par
liaments, but a. way of honour to tllO King, nay, of profit; for, besides the 
supply which we shall readily give him. suitabl. to his occasion •• we give 
him our bearta. Our heart., Mr. S!"",kAT!--' Jlift t,h.t God ... n. fOT, and 
fit for a King." 



'rEB BAllL OP BTRAFPOBD. 88 

A Promise l'ul1illec1.-A f.w w •• ks after the prorogation of 1628, 
Wentworth was made a peer; and it is said tha.t on the eve of his eleva. 
\ion an accidental me.ting took plac. hetwenn himeelf and Pym, when the 
latter remarked, U You are going to leave us, but I will never leave you 
while your head is upon your ehould .... " Th.y did not m •• t again until the 
great occasion in Westminster Hall, when Pym set forth the Eazl's 
impeschment on behalf of the Commons of England. At ono critical 
point, in Pym's :final address, where he was replying to StraJford's defence, 
d H the law hath not been put in execution, 88 he allegeth, these two hun
dred and forty years, it was not for want of & Isw, but thet all thet timo 
bath not bred & man bold enough to. commit such crimes as these," the 
opeokor turned and mot tho haggard look of his old comrade, who 
bed been intently regazding him; and for the moment Pym is said to 
bve been deprived of his self-poSBe88ion. II His papers he looked on," 
says one present, U but they could not help him to a. point or two, 80 he 
hehooved to pssa them." Stralford bed anticipated in his def.nc. the 
feeling he must have experienced at the moment, saying. "That I am 
chazged with treason by the hononrsble Commons is my greatest grief. 
It pierces my heart, though not with guilt, yet with oorrow, thet in my 
grey heirs I ehould he 00 misunderstood by the companions of my yonth, 
with whom I have formerly spent 80 much time!' 

Strafford's Defence.-The most conclusive proof of Strafford's 
pe .. on&! ability thet has come down to no is perhaps to be .. en in his 
d.f.nce deliv.red egainot the impeachment. There is every reason to 
beli.ve in the acouracy of the report here collated, which may be found 
in Whitelocke, &e., and his last address, upon the sca.:ffold, was printed 
in ..,ten.o from the shorthand notes of Rusbforth. Throughout the 
impeachment, Strsfford's demeanour, like his lsngeage, was becoming 
to the grevity of the occasion. He combated carefully the charge of 
u constructive treason,.' arguing, "When one thousand misdemeanors 
will not nia.ke one felony, ehall twenty. eight misdemeanore heighten it . 
to a treason P" and he brought his defence to & close 88 follows :_U My 
lorde, it is herd to he quemoned upon a Isw which cannot he shown. 
Where heth this fire !sin hid eo many hundrede of yeare, without emoke 
to discover it, till it thus burst forth to consume me and my children P 
That punishment ehould precede promulgation of a Isw,-to he punished 
-by & Isw snheequent to the fact,-is _me herd; whet man can he safe 
if this he admitted P My lorde, it is herd in another respect, thet there 
sholjlld be no token Bet by which we should know this 'Offence, no admoni .. 
tion by which we should avoid it. If 8. man pass the Thames in a boat, 
and split himself upon an anchor, and no buoy he floating to discover it, 
he who owneth the &Dehor shall make satisfaction; but if & buoy be set 
there, every man passeth upon his own peril. Now, where is the markL 
where the token, upon this crime, to declsre it to be high treason P My 
lorde, he ple&&od to give that regard to the peerage of Englsnd as never 
to expose yourselves to such moot points, such constructive interpretations 
of Iswe: if there must he a trial of wit., let the subject matter be of 
somewhet else than the lives and honours of peers. It will be wisdom for 
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YOll1'8elves, for your posterity, and for the whole kingdom, to cast into thfJ' 
fire these bloody and mysterious volumes of constructive and arbitrary 
treason, as the primitive Christians did their books of curious arts, and 
betake yourselv .. to the plnin letter of the Inw and statute. thot telleth us 
what is and what is not treason, without being more ambitious ".to be more 
learned in the art of killing than our forefathers. It is now fu\\ two 
hundred and forty yeara since any man waa touched for this alleged 
crime. to this height. beloro myaelf. Let no not awaken th ... aleepin,.. 
lions to our destruction, by raking up a few musty records that .b~ve lain. 
by tha wa110 so many ages forgotten or neglected. May your 'fordahipa 
pleaae not to add this to my other misfortunes-let not a precedent be 
derived from me so disadvantageous as this will be in its consequences to
the whole kingdom. Do not. throngh ma, wound the interest of tho> 
commonwealth; and howsoever these gentlemen say they speak for the 
commoDwoalth, yet in this particular I, indeed, speak for it, and show the
inconveniences and mischiefs that will fall upon it .. For, 88 it is said in 
the statute 1 Henry IV., no man will know what to do or oay for fear of 
such penalties. Do not put, my lords. such difficulties upon minist-ers ot 
stAte, that men of wisdom, of honour, and of fortune may not with cheer
falne .. and safety be employed for the publie. If you weigh and mellS1ll'<> 

. them by grains and scruples. the public affairs of the kingdom will Ii. 
waste; no man will meddle with them who hath anything to loae. My 
lorda, I have troubled you longer than I ahould have done ... ere it not for 
the interest of those dear pledgea. a saint in heaven hath left me. (Strafford 
W88 here overcome for a few moments, but rcsomed:) What J forfeit 
myaelf is nothing; but thot my indiscretion ahould extend to my 
peaterity. woundeth me to the very soul. You will pardon my infirmity: 
something I should have added, but am not able; therefore let it paao," 
He concluded with a few worda expreeaing his confidence in the suppart 
of the Almighty, and onbmitting himaelf to the judgme'l& of the tribunal 
before which he had pleaded. . 

The poet's allusion to Straflord, in n St. Stephen's," may be recalled to 
the memory here :-

II Still, of tbatil'oice whioh awed its age, one tone 
Com., sad as flutes fanereal, to our own; 
When, at the last" the grand oft'ender pleads, 
Tears drown 01U" justice and ell'ace his deeds ; 
And when poor Stuart, with his feeble' Na.,.,· 
Signa the groat life which shields his own away, 
Freedom, that need. the 'rictim, rights his .hade, 
And tul"lUl her oe toward! him who baa betray'd." 

LORD FALKLAND. 
(lGlo-UlS.) 

A I'Ol'Cib1. l'irst Speech.-ln the collection of .. Spaech .. and 
Paaoagee of thia Great and Happy ParliamOllt" (1641) Lord Falk. 
land's ftrst speech ia rec01Ued. It . is charaoteriaed by the quaintn ... 
as well .. the pithiness ",hieh marked moot of the public oratory of tll. 
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tiJp.e. u I rejoice," it commences, U very much to eee tllis day; and the 
....... t hath not lain in my affections, but my lungs, if to all that hath been 
"past I havo not been as loud with my voice as any man's in this house." 
The speaker then aIludee to the recent impeachment of Strafford, and the 
neeessity of taking proceedings also agaiDst eertain of the judgee, adding, 
•• I hope it will be believed that only public interest conld have extorted 
this from me, a.nd that which I would not say if I conceived it not so true 
.and 80 necessary, that no undigested meat can lie heavier upon the 
stomach than this uu.said would have lain upon my conscience." After 
remarking that the pelSons who shonld have been as dogs to defend the 
.m.ep had been as wolves to worry them, he proceeds to specifically chargo 
the judges with sundry crimes, among them the following, .. When they 
had allowed to the King the sole power in necessity, the sole judgment 
of necessity, and by that enabled him to take both from us what he 
would, when he would, and how he would, they yet continued to persuade 
"" that they had left us our libertiee and properties. The last is, which 
I confess moved most, that by the transformation of us from the state of 
free subjecte--(& good phreee, Mr. Speaker}-unto that of villains, they 
dissble us by legal and voluntary supplies to express our affections to his 
Majesty, and by that to cherish his to 1I&-that is, by Parliaments. • • 
We ooly 8CC1l8e, and tho House of Lords condemn;; in which condoDlJ1&. 
-tion they usually recein advice (though not direction) from the judgee. 
And I leave it to every man to imagine how prejudicial to us--that is, to 
iIle Commonwea1th-and how pertia1 to their feUow malefactors, the 
advice of such judgee is like to be." The. speaker··conclud .. by plain 
referen... to the Lord Keeper (Fincli) as the worst of the.. .. male. 
-factors," and by moving for & select committee to investigate the matter, 
eloeing with the snggsstion, .. if he (Finch).haIl be found to have gone 
Defore the root to this judgment, end to have gone beyond the rest in this 
judgment. in the punishment for it the justice of this House may not 
-deny him. the due honour both to precede and exceed the rest." 

A m .... ked Protest,-There w .. onee in the House of CommonS 
:such a declared acceptation of the good service an emment member had 
done to them, that it was moved that the Speaker might, in the name of 
the whole House, give him thanks; and then that every member mill"ht, 
as & testimony of his pertienlar acJmowledgment, .tir or move his hat to 
Dim; the which when very many did, the Lord Fa1Idand (who believed 
the service itself not to he of that moment), instead of moving his hat, 
stretched both his arme out, and c1seped his hands together upon the 
-crown of hie hat. and held it close down to his head.-Clarendon'. 
EiBIOT1J. 

His Saying about Bishops.-When Sir Edward Dering's bill 
II for the extirpa.tion of episcopacy" was audor <liseussion in committee, 
in 1641, as tho proceedings were protrseted from day to dey, the House 
bega.n to lose interest in the matter. and the attendance of members con
""'Iuontly fe'll off; .. they only who prosecuted the bill with impetience 
'remaining in the house," says CIa.rendon, U and the others who abhorred 
it, gro'!ing weary of 80 tiresome an attendance, left the house at dinner 
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time. and a.flerw.rde follow.d th.ir pl ... nl'CS; eo Ihat the Lord Falkland 
w .. wont to .. y that· th.y who hated bishope hated them worse than llut 
d.viI, and that th.y who Iov.d them did not IDve them eo well as th.ir 
dinner!" 

Idle Bishopa.-In hiaown epeeeh on .piaeopeey. Fslkland. while 
careful to discriminate between II some bishops and their adherents "_ and 
others of the order. denounces the idle ones in & very homely illustration. 
f( Master Speaker. we shall find them to have been like the hen in Esop, 
which l&ying overy day an .gg upon such a proportion of barl.y. h.r 
mistress increaSing the proportion in hope she would increuo her eggs. 
she grew 80 fat upon that addition th&t she never laid more j so, though at 
first their preaching were the occasion of their prefennent, they after 
made their preferment the occasion of their not preaching. Master 
Sp'ea.ker," he continues, f( we sha.ll find them to have resembled another 
fable. the dog in the manger; to have n.ither pre .. hed th.m .. I..... ~ 
nor .mployed thoee that should. nor Sldfered thoee that would." Thia 
epeech (given in .. Speeches and P....g ..... &c.. 1641) ahound. in well 
chosen simile and illustration, of which th') t.>llowing is another sample: 
II We Bhall make no little apology for thO&;.. i:> whom these charges belong 
if we shall l&y the faults of the men upon the order of tho bishops. upon 
the episcop"'y. I wish we may dietingniah between those who have been 

. carried away with the stream. and thoae who have been the streem that 
ea.rried them; between those whose proper and natural motion was towards 
our ruin and destruction, and those who have been whirled about to 
it, contrary to their natural motion, by the force and swing of superior 
orbe; and .. I wiah we may distinguish between the more and I ... guilty. 
so I yet more wish we may distingniah between the guilty and the 
innocent." 

HARRY MARTEN. 
(1602-1681.) 

AD Avowed Bepublic ..... -M.rt.n. a man of fortune and credit in 
hie country. as Olarendon relates. w&o returned for Berkshire to the 
Parliaments of April and N ovemhor. 164<1. Hs waa a Republican in 
opinion, and startled Clairendon on one occasion (while the latter was still 
Mr. Hyde. and they were 011 familiar terms) by aaying ... I do not think 
one man wise enough to govern us all!' This, says Clarendon, was II th& 
first word he had ever heard any man epeak to that purpose. and would 
without doubt. if it had beon then communicated or attempted. been the 
most abhorred by the whole nation. of any design th.t could be msntioned.» 
In 1~ Marlen W&O expelled the House and committed to the Tower for 
aaying, .. It were b.tter that on. family should be destroyed than many.» I 

and declaring, in answer to a demand for explanation. that be meant .. th& 
King and hiB children. It Ho was discharged from imprisonment after a 
short detention, IUld a resolution tor his readmission to the House was 
passed in 1645-" which gave occasion to 80me to believe that the Hous& 
began to be more averse from tho King." He was one of the original 
council of state of the CommoDwealth. His name, among others, waa 
8pseiruly exoeptod from the .ot of Indemnity passed on the Restoration. 
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n. WIIS indicted for tre&sonin compassing and imagining the death of 
Charlee r., and condemned to d""th, but petitioned Parliament for " 
teprieve, and his friends procured the commutation of his doom to 
imprisonment for life. He was cOIUJequently confined for twenty yoars in. 
Chepstow Caetle, dying there at the age of seventy.eight. 

IDsight.-Marten was renowned for his wit as well as his ouispoken 
fran1mesa. While he had been friendly with Cromwell, and on one occa
sion moved the thanks of the House to the general for his eminent servi~ 
h. yet opposed his growing power, esying in the House, "If the;r were to 
be governed b;r a single person, their last king would heve been as proper 
a gentleman for it as an;r in England, for he found no fault with his 
person, but his office oul;r." When Monk was professing to BOrve the 
Commonwealth, but intriguing for the Restoration, Msrten SIlSpocted his 
designs, and sa.id of him, to He is like a person Bent to make a suit of 
clothes, who brings with him a budgst full of oarpenter's tools, and being 
told thet such things are not at all fit for the work he h&e been deeired to 
do, answers, . Oh. it matters not! I will do your work well enough, I 
warra.ut you. J,J 

Drowsy Members.-Alderman Atkins (writes Aubre;r). a member 
of the Long Parliament, made a motion that such scand&lous members as 
slept, and minded not the business of the HoUBO, should be pnt out. 
Harr;r lII:arten, who was wont to sleep much in the house (at le .. t dog
sleep), starts up: "Mr. Spaoker, a motion h&e been mode to turn ont the 
~8; I desire the fWddees may also be turned out." 

fte Fools a.nd the Profane.-A godi;r meinber of the Long 
Parliament made a motion to have all profa.ue and unsanctified persons 
.zpe11ed the hOUBO. Harr;r Marten etood np and moved thet all foole 
should be put -MI,t likewise, and then there would be a thin house . 

.6. Bola.nd fo .. ..,.. Oliver,-Oliver Cromwell once in the house 
called Harry Marten, either jestingly or scom.x.gly, It Sir Harr;r MartelL" 
U I thank your Majesty," said Marten, rising and bowing. "I always. 
thonght when ;ron were king r should be knighted." 

.6. Scriptural m_tioD. -Mr. Iesao D'Israeli relates the 
following: II In drawing up the remonstrances of the army, which 
changsd the monarch;r into a commonweslth, this Sheridan of his da;r 
had said, • 'restored to its ancient government of Commonwenlth! A 
member rose to reprim.&nd and to wonder at the impudence ot1Iarry 
:Marten, asserting the antiquity of Commonwealth, of which he had never 
heard before. The wit rejoined b;r a whimoieal illustration of the pro •. 
priety of the term, and the peculiar condition of the man who had. now 
heard it for the first time. 'Thel'9 was.' said Harr;r, 'a text which had 
often tronbled his spirit concerning the man who was blind from his 
mother's womb, bnt at length whose Bight was restored to the sight lOh~ 
1a.e,1wJuld nave had.''' -~ 

Spoiling .. M~.-A curious pamphlet, republiehed in Lord 
Somers' Tracts, relates the condemnation to death of navid Jenkins, a 
Weloh jndgs, and Sir Francis Bntler, b;r a vote of the Honse of Commons. 
Jenkins, who was a .tout Royaliet, was brought before the Commons to 
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answer a oharge of having, in 1642, condemned to death persons who bad 
taken up arms ag&iullt the King in the Welsh country. When desired to 
kneel at the bar of the House, the old judge peremptorily refueed, saying; 
ff Since you, Mr. Spea.ker, and this House have renounced all your duty 
and allegiance to your aovereign and natural liege lord, tb& King, and are 
become & den of thievee, should I bow m;yaelf in thie houoe of Rimmon. 
the Lord would not pardon me in this thing." In~nse excitement and 
confusion broke ont amongst the mombe .. upen thie plain speaking,8Ild 
both prisone .. were condemned to BU1!er death for high treaeon. Then 
uprose Harry Marten, and said, fI Mr. Speaker, everyone must believe that 
this old gentleman here is folly poea .... d in hie head that he is pro an. 
eI focis mori. that he eball die & martyr for this canao. for otherwise he 
never would have provoked the House by such biting expressioDB; whereby 
it is apparent that if yon execute him. you do what ha hopes for and 
desires, and whose execution might have a great inHuence upon the 
people, since not condemned by a jury. Wherefore my motion is that this 
Hotl8e would 8118pend the day:of execution, and in the meantime force him 
to live in spight of hie teoth." This motion restored the Honao to good 
humour j they agreed to it, and sent both prisoners off to N ewgate. 
Marten bad rightly divined the mind of the old judge. Mr. J enkine in 

·the retirement of hie prieon occupied himeelf in devising the details of the 
manner in which he ebonld go to the ecalrold. .. He would sat much 
liquorice and gingerbread, thereby to atrengthon hie lunge, that he 
might extend his voice far and Dear; he would come with BractoD.'s book 
hung upon hie left ehoulder, with the statuteo at large hung upon hie 
right shoulder. and the Bible with a riband put round hie neck and 
banging on hie breast. So that when they ebould ... him die. thoueando 
would inquire into the .. mattero, and having fonnd all he ehonld tell them 
to be true. they would como to loath and deteat the preeant tpanny." 
The elaborate programme of the old judge wo.. however. rendered 
nugatory, for his day of execution never arrived. 

OLIVER CROMWELL. 
(1599-1658.) 

His !'irat Speech.-Oromwell wae returned for HUIltingdon t<. tho 
Parliament whioh mot in March, 1628. Tho firet record of hie addreesing 
the Houee oocurs in February of the following year. The Honao was 
receiving a repert of committee concerning pardons geanted by the King 
to eerta.in persons censured by Parliament, when Oromwell, who had been 
of the committee. stood up and OIIid ... He had heard by re1stion from one 
Dr. Beard (hie old s.hoolmaeter at Huntingdon) that Dr. Alablaster bad 
preached flat Popery at Panl's Or .... and that the Bishop of Win.heoter 
bad commanded him .. his dioceaan he should preach nothing to tb& 
contrary. Mainwaring, 80 justly censured in t.his House for his sermons, 
was by tho eamo bishop'e means preferred to a rich living. H the .. are 
the steps to church preferment. what are we to expect P JJ The House 
ordored ... That Dr. Beard of Huntingdon be written to by Mr. Speaker w 
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come up and testify against the bishop; the otd.r for Dr. B.atd 10 ba 
dclh"ercd to Mr. Cromwell" 

Kia Personal Appe ....... ce.-Th. first tim. (writes Sir Philip 
Warwick) "that ever I took notice of him. was in the nry beginning of: 
the Parliament held in November, 1640, when I vainly thought myself a 
courtly young gentleman, for we courtiers valued ourselves much upon 
our good clothes. I e&me one morning into the House well elad, and para 
ceiT"ed a gentleman speaking, whom I knew not, very ordinarily apparelled, 
for it was a plain cloth suit, which seemed to have been made by an ill 
country tailor. His linen was plain, and not ,ery clean j and I remember 
a speck or two of blood upon his little band, which was not much larger 
than his eolIar. 11"18 hat W88 without a hat.hand; his stature WSB of a 
good size j his sword stuck close to his side, his conntellBnce swollen and 
reddish, his voice sharp and untuna.ble, and his eloquence full of fervour. 
For the subject-matter would not bear much of ,.eason, it being on behalf 
of a aervant of Mr. Prynne's who had disperaed libels against the Qu.en 
for dancing. and suchlike innocent and courtly sports; and he aggravated 
the imprisonment of this man b1 the Council.table unto that height that 
one would bave believed. the very Government itself had been in great 
danger by it." 

A Prophecy.-One day, when Cromwell had apoken warml1 in 
the Houae, Lotd Digb1 asked Hampden who h. was; and Hampden is 
said to have replied. II Tba.t sloven whom you see before yon, bath no 
ornament in his speech; tha.t sloven, I SAy, if we should ever como to 8 

breach with the King (which God forbid!Hn snch a c ... , I 881, that 
slOTen will. be the greatest man in Englnlld." 

Cromwell Beprehended.-Lotd Clarendon waa often heatd 10 
mention one private committee in which he (when Mr. Hyde) was pub 
accidentally into the chair, upon an enclosure which had been made of great 
wastes, belonging to the Queen's manors, without the consent of t·bo 
tenants j against which as well the inhabitants of other' manors, who 
claimed common in those wastes, as the Queen's tenants of the same, 
made loud complaints, 88 a great oppression, earried opon them with a 
ve", high hand, and supporlod b1 power. The committee aat in the 
Queen's C{'Iurt, and Oliver Cromwell, being one of them, appeared much 
('oncemcd to countenance the petitioners. who were numerous together 
with their witnesses. Cromwell ordered i.1le witnesses and petitioners in 
the luethod of the proceedings. and seconded and enlarged upon what they 
said .'With great passion j and the witnesses and persons concerned, who 
were a very rude kind of people, interrupted the counsel and witnesses on 
the other side with great clamour when tho1 said anything that did not 
please them, so that Mr. Hyde was compelled to use some sharp reproofs 
flnd 80me threats 10 :reduce th.m 10 such a temper that the business mightc 
be quietly heard. Cromwell, in grea.t fury, reproached the chairman for 
being partial, and that he discountenanced the witne .. es by threatening 
th.m; the other appealed 10 the' committee, which justified him, and 
declared that he behavod himself aa he onght 10 do; which more inflam.d 
him. who waa a\xead1 100 much angry. In tho cnd, his whole earriago' 



90 ANEODOTA.L HISTORY OP PARLIAMENT • 

.... 80 tempestuous, and his behaviour eo insolent, that tbe chairman found 
himself obliged to reprehend him, and to tell him that if he proeeeded in 
the aame manner, he .. ould preaently adjourn tbe committee and the next 
morning complain to the Honse of him. . 

Cromwell's OiIicial Speeches.-My Lord General (88YO C .. lyleY 
alwayo spoke extempore; reedy to speak, if his mind were foIl of meaning; 
very careless about the words he put it into. And never, except in one 
instance, does h. seem to have taken amy charge .. to .. hat report might 
be published of it. One of his Parliaments &eking him for a correct report 
of & certain speech, spoken some days before, he declared U he could not 
remember four lines of it .. ' 

His Dissolution of the Long Pa.rlilLDlent • .,..Mr. Carlyle, from 
BeTeral sources, gives a picturesque narrative more BUD, which (with the 
liherty of elight abbreviation) will best represent tbis .. eue :-u .April 20, 
1653: Young Oolonel Sidney, the oelebrated Algernon, sat in the Honse 
tbis morning; a House of some fifty.three. Algernon has left distinc10 
nota of the alfair; less distinct we have from Bnletrode, who .... aIso 
there. Solid Ludlow w .. far off in Ireland, but gathered maey details in 
after years; and faithfully wrote them down, in the unappeasable indig .. 
nation of his heart. Combining th ... tbrae originsle, we have obtained 
tbe following: ' The Parliament sitting .. 11SIl8i, and being in debate upon 
the bill (for Parliamentary Reform), with tbe amendments, .. hich it woe 
thought would have been p .... d tbat day, the Lord Gimeral Cromwell 
came into the house, clad in plain blaok cloth .. and grey worated stock •. 
inga, and sat down, as he used to do, in an ordinary place.' For BOme time 
he listens to this interesting debate on the bill; beckoning once to Har. 
risOD, who came over to him, and answered dubitatingly. Whereupon the 
Lord General eat still for about & quarter of an hour longer. But now the 
queetion being to he put, That this bill do now paso, he beckons again to 
Harrison, says I This is the time I must do it '-and 80 f roee up, put off 
his hat, and spake. At the first, and for a good wbill!, he spake to tho 
oommendation of tbe Parliament for tbeir pains and care of tb. public 
good; but afterwards he changed his style, told tbem of tbeir injustice, 
deIayo of justice, &elf·interest, and other f.ulta '-rising higher and 
higher, into & very aggravated style indeed. An hononrabIe member, Sir 
PeteI' Wentworth by name, rises to order, as we phrase -it; says, 'It is. 
strange language this; unusual within tbe waIIs of Parliament this! And 
from .. trusted servant too; and one whom we have 80 highly honoured.; 
Rud one --.' 'Come, come!' excIaims my Lord General, in a Tery 
high key. 'W. have bed enough of this:-<IoIld in fact my Lord Gim.rai, 
now bla.zing all up into olea.r conflagration. exclaims, I I will put an end 
to your prating: and ateps forth into tbe floor of tho Honse, and 
'clapping on his hat,' and ocesoionaI1y 'stamping tho floor witb hia 
feet: begins a disoourse which no man can report. He is heard saying .. 
, It is not fit that you should sit here any longer! You have ast too long 
here for any good you heve been doing lately. You shaIl now give place 
to better men. Oall them in!' adds h. brieJIy. to Harrison, in word of 
coromed i &1ld I (lom.- twenty or thil'ty' grim musketeers enter, with 
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buIleta in their snap.hances; grimly prompt for ord.... • Von ...u 
yourselves a Parliament: continues my Lord General, in clear blue of 
contlagration: c You are no Parliament"; I say. you are no Parliament! 
Some of you are drunkards: and his eye flashes on poor Mr. Chaloner, an 
ofticiaJ man of BOmB vaJ.ue, addicted to the bottle; 'Bome of you &re,-" 
and he glares into Harry Marton, and the poor Sir Peter, who rose to 
omer, lewd livers both-' living in open contempt of God's commandments .. 
'Corrnpt, 1Illjnet persons; ""anda\one to the profession of the Goepel: 
how can yon be a Parliament for God'. people P Depart, I 88y; and let 
us have done with you. In the name of God-go!' The House is ot 
course all on its feot--u.u.eertaiu almost whether not on its head: such, 
• scene 88 was never seen before in any House of Commons. History 
reporta with a shudder that my Lord o"neral, lifting tho BBCred mac .. 
itaelf, aaid, 'What .haIl we do with this hauble P Take it away! '......,.d 
gave it to a musketeer. And now, f Fetch him down!' says he to 
Harrison, flaahing on the Speaker. Speaker Lenthal, more an ancient 
Roman than anything else,- declarea he will not come till forced. 'Sir,' 
aaid Harrison, 'I will lend yon a hand;' on which Speaker Lenthal 
came down, and gloomily vanished. They all vanished, ftooding glomnily, 
clamorously out, to their ulterior business and respective places o£ 
abode: the Long Parliament is dissolved I ' It'. yon that have foreed m .. 
to this: exclaims my Lord General: 'I have sought the Lord night and 
day that He would rather a1ay me than pnt me npon the doing of this 
work.'" 

sm HENRY VANE. 
(1612-16G2.) 

Bespected ana l'eared.-Bir Henry Vane, commonly called Van .. 
the Younger. was BOD. to one of the same name who was Secretary of 
State and Treamrer of the Household to CharI .. I. He appBBrtl to ha.". 
&doptcd republican principles in early life, and when little more tiIRD; 

twenty yeare of age he left his native land for America, to join a peopl .. 
whose sentiments in politics and in religion more nearly approached hiS' 
own, than did those of the circle in which he had been educated. He WIl& 

elected Governor of Massachusetts before he had reached his twenty.fomih 
year, bnt he returned to England in 1637, and W&B <JBnt to Parliament for
Kingaton.upon.HnIl in April, 1640. Qharle.. courting his abilities, 
knighted him, and made him joint treasurer of the navy; but he joined 
the party of Pym and Hampden in' the Long Parliwnent, and thence
forward was one of the leading spirits of thn.t side. On tho restoration oC 
Charles n. he WBB indicted for "helping to exclnde tho King from the
exercise, of his royal &.uthOlity," and sent to the sedold. Milton'aline&-

u Va.D8, ;rouag in yearll, but in up connell old, 
The whom. & better BOIUIotor no'er held 
The helm of Rome "-

expressed tho general opinion 88 to Vane's abilities, and Cha.rles himsel£ 

• See pap 32, U Attempt to Arrest the Five Members." 
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wrote to his ChanceUor (Clarendon), "h. is too dongeroue a man to let 
live, if we can honestly put him out of the way,''' 

On the Bill against Episcopacy.-Sir Henry Va.ne's spsech in 
-committee on the Bill aga.inst Episcopal Government, J nne 11, 1641, is 
printed in the (f Speeches Bnd PasslLges II of that year, previously quoted, 
and is remo.rkable for the logical closeness of' its &rgnment. The follow
ing were the opening pBSS8.ges: "Master Hyda,-The debate we are now 
upon is whether the government by archbishops, bishops, chancellors, &e .. 
should be taken away out of tho church a.nd kingdom of Eng\a.nd. For 
the right stating whereof we must remember the vote which passed 
yesterday, not only by the committee, but the House, which was to this 
.,Jfoct: That this govornmont hath beou found by long oxporion"" to bo a 
groat impediment to tbo porfect reformation and growth of religion, and 
very prejudiC&! to the civil .tate. So that thou tho qusstion will lie thus 
before us, Whether a government which long experience hath set 80 ill a. 
<lharacter npon, importing dsnger not only to our religion but tho civil 
:state, should be any longer continued amongst us, or be utterly abolished P 
For my own part) I am of the opinion of those who conceive that the 
strength of reason s\ready set down in tho preamble to this bill by yester. 
day's vote is a necessary decision of this question. For one of the msin 
...,de for which church govornmont is set np is to advance and further the 
parfoct reformation and growth of religion, which we have s\ready voted 
this government doth contradict; se that it is destructive to the very end 
,for which it should be, and (which) is most necssaary and dssirsblo; in 
which respect certainly we have cause enOllgh to lay it aside, not only as 
useless in that it attains not its end, but as dangerous in that it destroye 
.and cuntradicts it. In the second place, we have voted it prejudicial 
to tho civil state, as having so powerful and ill an inJIuonco upon 
our laws, the prerogativ~ of tho King, and libartiss of tho 8ubjec~, 
that it is like a spreading leprosy, which loaves nothing untainted 
and unaJ!ected which it comes near. May w. not tho",f_ weU say of 
this govemment, as our Saviour in the fifth of Matthew speaks of salt
(give me leave upon this occasion to make use of Scripture, as well as 
,othe .. have dono in this debate)-whoro it is said that sait is good, • but 
if the 881t bath lost its savour, whorewith will you .... on it P, It is th.n.o· 
forth good for nothing, but to be ... t out and troddon uudor foot of men.' 
So church government, in the general, is good, and that which is necessary. 
""d which we all dosire; but whou any particular form of it hath oncslost 
ita savour. by being destructive to its own ends for which it is sot up (ftS 
by our vote sJroady passod we say this hath), then surely, Sir, we have no 
more to do but to enst it out. and endeavour, the best we can, to provide 
oursolv .. a boUor. But to this it hath bean said that the government now 
·in question may be 80 amended and reformed that it needs not be pulled 
.quite down or a.bolished, because it is conceived it bath no original sin or 
ovil in it, or if it have) it is said regeneration will take that away, Unto 
which I &nswer, I do consent that we shonld do with this government as 

• Tho lotter is riven in P'01'8ter'. II StatMmen of the Commonwealth," 
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we are done by in regeneration, in which all old things are to pass away and 
all things are to become new; and this we must do if we desire & perfect· 
reformation and growth of our religion, or good to our civil state. For 
the whole fabric of this building is so rotten and corrupt, from the vert 
foundation of it to the top, that i1 we pull it not down now it will fall 
about the ears of all those that endeavour it, within a very few years." 
He then went on to say tha.t u the universal rottenness or ~OrruptiOD or 
this government will most evidently appear by a disquisition into thes& 
eDsuing particulars, I~ &e. 

ANDREW MARVELl. 
(1620-1678.) 

The Incorruptible,-Andrew Marvell was chosen by the elec10rs 
of Hull, his native town, to represent them in Parliament, in the year 
1660. The newly.elected member was in a pecuniary condition which 
compelled him 10 accept the wage. at that time paid by conatituents t<> 
their representatives. He was almost the last representative who 
reechoed wages for the performance of parliamentary duties.. Charles II.; 
oays Cooke (" History of party "), desirous to secure the powerful .upport 
of Marvell, sent Lord Danby, hie Lord Treasurer, with offers of place and 
of money. The royal messenger found the object of his search occupying 
obscure apartments in & conrt near the Strand; but all hie blandishmenta 
failed to produce any effect on the independent .om of Marvell. The 
Treasurer at parting-says a pamphlet which professes to give & minute 
record of the circumstance&--Bl.ipped into Marvell's hand a.u order upon 
the Treasury for & thousand pounds. a.ud W1L8 moving towarda his carriage, 
when Marvell Btopped him, and taking him again np.staira, called hi. 
servant boy. when the following colloquy ensued: It Jack, child. what 
had I for dinner yesterday P "_" Don't you remember, sir, you liiui the 
little shoulder of mutton, that you ordered me to bring from the woman 
in the marketP"-Very right, child; what have I for dinner to-day p"
.. Don't you know, sir. that you bid me lay by the blade-bone to broil P"
.. 'Tis 80, very right, child; go away. My lord, do you hear that Andrew 
Marvell's dinner is provided P There's your piece of paper j I want it 
not; I knew the sort of kindness you intended. I live here to serve my 
constituents i the ministry may seek men for their purpose; I am not 
one." 

Marvell .... d Milton's Imprisonment,-The following atstsment 
appeal'S in the U Parliamentary History" for 1660: n Dec. 17th. The 
celebrated Mr. John Milton, having now laid long in custody of the 
!Sergeant.at-arms, waB released by order of the House. Soon after Mr. 
Andrew Marvell complained that the sergeant had e.acted 1501. fe .. of 
Mr. Milton; which wn •• econded by Colonel King and Colonel Shapcot. ~ 
On the contrary, Sir Heneage Finch observed that Milton was Latin
Secretary to Cromwell, and deserved hanging. However, this matter was 
referred to the Committee of Privilege. to e .. mine and de.ide the 

• See rc Pa.rli&mentary' Usages-Pa.yment of Members." 



Al'IEODOTAL HISTORY 0' PART.TAMiiNT. 

diJference." Millon had been ordered to be taken into custody on the 
16th of June previous, and to be prosecuted by the Atterney.Genemi-for 
heving written the .. Pro Populo Anglicano Defeneio" againet Salmaaius, 
_d another book in ans .. er to the .. leon Basilike." 

ALGERNON SIDNEY. 
(1620-1683.) 

A Happy Suvival,-Algeroon Sidney, second SOD of Rohert, 
Earl of Leicester, entered the army with a commission in his father's 
.regiment, but joined the Parliamentary party in IS4*. He.... the 
author of a treatioo entitled .. A General View of Government in 
El11'Ope," in which the writer ftmarb: U Tho Pa.rliament of France 
... ell\8 quite antiquated and subdued; the ghost and shadow of the 
defunct h88 appeared three or four time. eince, Lewis the Xlth; but 

-w revi.e thet ... embly in ite full Slld perfect vigour requires a miracle 
like the Resurreetion. So thet, in ellect, .. e may date the demise of 
iIle Parliamentary aovereigoty in France from Lewis the Xlth, and the 
decay of that in Germany from Charles the VIth. It is in England ouly 
that the antient, generous, manly govemment of Europe survives, and 
"""tinue. in its original lustre and perfection. • • Magna Charts, 
instead of being superannuated, renews and recovers its pristine strength 
and athletic vigour by the Petition of Right, with our many other expJa.. 
natory or decla;ratory 8t~tUtes." 

m ... ufa.ctured Bridence.-Algeroon Sidney (writes Hume) "was 
in principle a republican, and had entered deeply into the war againet 
Cherles I. H.. been named en the high court of justice which tried 
and oondemned monaroh, but he thought not proper to toke his seat 
among the judg ,and hed ever opposed Cromwell's usurpation with zeal 
and courage. A1. the Restoration he went into voluntary banishment; 
but in 1677, heving . ed the King'. pardon, he returned to England. 
When the factions ariaibg from the Popish plot began to run high, Sidney, 
full of those id... dr liberty whioh he had imbibed from the great 

" example. of antiquity, joined the popular party; but his conduct was 
"-4\!>ient in practical good sense, and he labours under the imputstion of 

o.\:ng Fran.h gold." \At his trial in 1688, for participation in the 
~~ I'!onspiraey. If We only witness who deposed agaiDat him was 
Rye.housK. 6\rthe law required two witne .... , the deficiency wna 
Lord .Howard !.a '.~ ,e of his pape .. ,. in which he maintained the 
supplied by p u~mtingg 't", and the preference of liberty to the 
lawfulne .. of wns . '0. The violent and inhuman Jellreys 
government of a Bmgle • ~;. dire ti partial . il . f Justice anC:- c on a Jury was eas y 
W88 ~ow Ohi~ 'va a. ~erdiJ~ Sidney. 1& execution followed a 
prevailed on "F;l 'ud m;ainst him .... annulled in 1689, and 
f~w da1."_ afte'lik: Thth ~ ~f ~ .. te and fellow victim Lord Willism 
hlB atto.iJider. e a 
Russell, wna reve:miBt _The-ce for the trial of Cheri .. I. 

Not an:B of Sitb.ey bui.ting this he wrote: .. I was at 
inolu:1ed the name ' 
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Penshurst when the Act for the King's triaJ passed, and, coming up to 
town, I heard thet my DAD18 ...... put in. I presently went to the Painted 
Chamber. where those who were Dominated for jndges were assembled. 
A debate WBB raised, and I positively opposed the proceeding. Cromwen 
"Using th ... form&! words, • I ten you, we will cut off his head with the 
crown on it,' I replied, (Yon may ta.ke your own course, I cannot stop you; 
hut I will keep myaelf elean from having any hand in this businesa;' and 
saying thus I immediately left them, Imd never returned." 

THE FIRST EARL OF SHAFTESBUl!.Y. 
(1621-1683.) 

Cromwell's House of :Lords.-Anthony Ashley Cooper, first Earl 
of Shaftesbury, the eon of a HampshUe haronet, WBB returned for Tewkee. 
bury at an early age. After being an active supporter of the Oommon. 
wealth, he wea among the members of Parliament who went to Holland to 
invite the return of Oharles II., by whom he WBB taken into favour, and 
made Lord Ohaneellor in 1672. His conoection with the Habeee Oorpue 
Act and the Exclusion Bill, and the allusione to him in Dryden's poems, 
""use him to be one of the best-remembered figures of our hietory. He 
died in Holland fu 1683, after having been sent to the Tower and tried for 
_on, but acqnitted. He was one of the moet brillisnt epeske .. of his 
time. The following peeeage ocenrred in addreseing the Oommons in 
1659, in support of a motion, u that the other Honse be limited in time, 
and lBBt only for the present Parliament':"-" What I ,ball speak of their 
quality, or Imything else coneeming them, I would be thought to speak 
with distinction, and to intend only.of the major part; for I acknowledge, 
Mr. Speaker, the mixture of the other House to be like the composition of 
apothecaries, who mix 80mething grateful to the taste to' qualify their 
bitt.er drogs, which else, perhaps, would be immediately spit out and never 
ewal\owed. So, Sir, his Highueee of deplorable memory to this nation, to 
countenanee ae well the want of quality as honesty in tbe rest, haa 
DOminated eome againet whom there Ii .. no other reproach but only thet 
Domination; but not out of any respect to their quality or regerd to their 
virtues, but out of regerd to the no.quality, the no·viI1ues of the reat; 
which truly, Mr. Speaker, it he had not done, we could eaaily have given 
a more expreee name to this other Honse than he hath been pl .... d to do ; 
for we know & house designed for beggars and malefactors is & house of 
eorreetion, and so termed by our law. But, Mr. Speaker, setting those 
few pe1'8OmI aside who, I hope, think the nomination a disgrace, and their 
ever coming to sit there a much greater, can we without indignation think. 
of the rest P He who is first in their roll, a condemned cowa.rd;. one 
thet out of fear and beseneee did onee what he could to betray our 
liberties, and now does the same for gain. Th& second, a person of as I -
litUe 8eDBe 88 honesty, preferred for DO other reason but his no-worth, his 
DO·conseienee; exeept cheating his father of all h. had waa thought 

. "virtue by him, who by sad experienee we find hath done .. much for his 

• FieImea, condemned to death for cowardioe at ~riBfol. 
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mother-his country. The third, a Cavalier, a Presbyterian, and Inds .. 
pendent j for the Republic, for a Protector, for everything, for nothing, 
but only that one thing-money. It were endless, Sir, f.a run through 
them all i to teU you of the lordships of seventeen pounds a year land of 
inheritance; of the farmer lordships, draymen lordships, cobbler lordshipe, 
without one foot of land but whst the blood of Englishmen has been tho 
price of. These, Sir, are to be our mIera j these the judges of our lives 
and fortunes; to these we are to stand bare whilst their pageant lordships 
deign to give us a conference on their breeches. Mr. Speaker, we have 
already had too much experience how i.nsnpportable servants are when 
they OOcome our msaters. All kinds of alavery ars misersble in the 
account of generous minds; but that which comes accompanied with 
scorn and contempt stirs np every man's indignation, and is endured by 
Done whom nature uoss not intend for slaves. as well as fortune. :Mr. 
Speaker, I blame not in these men the faults of their fortune anyother. 
wise than as they make them their own; I objeet to you their poverty, 
becsnse it is accompanied with ambition; I remind you of their quality 
because they themselves forget it; it is not the men I am angry with, but 
their Lordship.. • • . I must tell ,.ou, Sir, that moat of them hsve 
had the courage to do thinge which, I may boldl,. say, few other Ohristians 

'. durat 80 OOve adventured their souls to hsve attempted. The,. hsve not 
only subdued their enemies, but their masters that raised and main
toined them: they OOve not only conquered ScotJaud and IreJaud, but 
reOOllious EngJaud too, and there suppressed a malignant party of 
magistrstes and laws; and, thst nothing should 00 wanting to make 
them indeed complete conquerors, without the help of philosophy the,. 
have even conquered themselves. All shame they have subdued as per
feetly .. all justice; the ostOO the,. hsve taken the,. hsve a. easily digested 
as their old Generul could himself; public covenants and engegements 
they have tmmpled Under foot. In conclusion. 80 entire a victory they 
have over themselves, that their consciences are as much their servants, 
Mr. Speaker, as we are. But give me leave to conclude with that which 
is more admirable than all this, and .hows the confidence they hsve of 
themselves and us. After hsving many times trampled on the authority 
of the House of Commons, and no less than five times dissolved them, 
they hope, lor those good servicea to too House of Oommons, to 00 made 
a Honse of Lords. U 

• A Beton.-The seat on the left of the throne in Parliament had 
OOen appropriated to the Duke of York, as brother of Oharles II., thst 
on the right being reserved for the Prinee of Walea; but the Queen 
proving barren, the Duke was looked upon as 8D.ceeBBOr to the Crown, and 
took the right-hand chair. When Shsftesbury, as Lord Chancellor, presided 
for the 1Irs! time in the House of Lords, he resolved to repJaco the duke in 
hi. proper ... t. He informed too duke that 00 waa in the wrong chair, 
nnd the! his place wna on the other Bide of the throno, as OU\,. heir P"" 
sumptive. The duke being unwilling to quit his seat, Lord Sho.ftesbury 
told him that he could not proceed upon busineos till the Honao WS8 in 
form. At length the duke wss obliged to submit, but said, in .. passion, 
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.. My lord. you are & rascal and a villain." ShaftesbtUy. with great com· 
poomre. replied. • I am much obliged to your royal highuess for not 
calling me likewise a coward and & papist." 

Conjugal Bel&tioDS.-At the opening of the eleventh ll888ion of 
the second Parliament of CharI .. IT. (1672-3), the King's speech or .. 
followed by one from Lord Chancellor Shaftesbury, who in the course of 
it said, .. Let 115 bless God that hath given this king signally tha hsarts of 
hia people, and most psrticularly of this Par!ia'1'ent, who in dection and 
loyalty to their prince have exceeded all their predeellS8OrB; a Parliament 
with whom tha King hath for many ysaro lived with all the earosses of a 
happy marriage. Has the King had 8 concern ~ you have wedded it. 
Has hia Msjesty wanted supplies P you have readily, cheerfully, and folly 
provided for them. You have relied upon tha wiedom and oonduot of hia 
Majesty in all hia alfairs; 80 that you have never attempted to exceed 
your hound., or to impoee upon him. • • And let me 88Y, that though 
this marriage be according to Moses's law, where the husband ean gin • 
bill of divorce, put her away. and take &1lother. yet I can assure you it is 
as impossible for the King to port with this Parliament as it is for you to 
deport from that loyalty. dection, and dutiful behaviour you have hitharto 
showed towards him." This Parliament. to which the name of Ie tho Long 
Parliament u has frequently been given, lasted nearly eighteen years, not 
being dilosolved until 1679. 

Stepping in &t the Bre&Ch.-Jn 1673. Lord C\iltord. the Lord 
Treasurer and head of the U Cabal/' had. undertaken to- open & debate iu 
tha Lords, .. for eatabliehing a perpetual fund. in order to edvance tha pre
rogative. and render Parliament inconsiderable. He prepared & set speech 
to that purpose, which he read to the Lord Ohancellor (Shaftesbury), who 
desired to hear it again; and. upon tha ee80ed rasding, he charged hia' 
memory with the substance of it, promising he would likewise come 
roundly into the debate. This gave him an opportunity ha wiehed for. to 
be revenged of tha 80urtierB and the Lord C\iltord, who, pursuant to the 
determioation of the Oab&!, began the dehate with the very speech he had 
showed the Lord Ohancellor; while his lIlajeety and the Dnb of York 
were then in tha house to eountenance the design. The eountry lords. 
and those who 'Wel'8 not in the secret, stared at one another; the whole 
House at the eed of the speech, meditating the fate of England, remained 
in an awful silence; when Ohancellor Shlifteabury stood up, and anawerod 
Oli1ford's speech from the haginning to the end. showing that hia proposi
t.ioD8were extravagant; that what he aimed at 'Would end in confusion, and 
the ruin of the government; that it might perhaps seed the royal family 
abroad again. to speed their liv .. in exile. without hope of a return. All 
which ha epoke with 80 much spirit and aharpn .... that he 8Onfounded the . 
court comu;e\s. While he was spsaking. the Duke of York; enraged alf 
him, whiapered tha King •• What a rogne have you of a Lord Ohancellor!' 
The King briskly replied. • 'Od's fish, what a fool have you of a Lord 
Treasurer.' .. -Parlia.....t"'1l Deb"' ... 1668-1741. 

B 
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LORD HALIFAX. 
(1630-1695.) 

n • .. Trimmer."-George S.viJ •• VisCOUllt HaIi!aJ:. was (write. 
Macaulay) the Iirot in g.nius among the ototesmen of his tim... .. Hie 
polished, luminous. end onim&ted .loqDOnc •••• t olf by the silver tones of 
his .. oi ... W88 the d.light of the House of Lords. H ... as the chief of 
those politicians .. hom the two greet portie. contemptuously called 
Trimmers. lnstsad of q1l&lTOlIing with this nicknam •• he 08BDm.d it as a 
title of honour. and vindicated ... ith great vivacity. the dignity of tho 
appoDatiou. E ... rything good. he said. trims hetw.en .xtrem... Tho 
temporate ZOllO trims hetw.ou the .Iim.te in which mou are roasted end 
the .limate in .. hich they are frozen. Th. English Church trims hetween 
tho Anabaptist modno .. end tho Papist lethorgy. Th. English Constitu. 
tion trims hetw.ou Turkish doopotism and Popish onorchy. Virtus is 
nothing but .. just tempor betw.ou propousitieo. eny ono of which. if 
indulged to .xc .... becom •• vi.o. N.y. the porf.ction of the Supremo 
B.ing himaslf consioto in tho ..... t .qDilibrium of attribute.. non. of .. hich 
.ould propondorate without disturbing the whole moral and physical ordsr 

. of the world. Thus Halifu was a trimmer OD principle. He was also a 
trimm.r by the constitution both of his head and of his heart." 

Influential Oratory.-Bejeetion of the EzclusioD JIilL
In October. 1680. the P.rliamont met. Tho Whigs had ... greet a 
majority in tho CommoDO that the Exclusion Bill went throngh all ite 
stages thero without difficulty. Tho whole nation no.. looked with 
breathl ... anxioty to tho House of Lords. Th. aaoemb1age of poore .... 
lorge. Tho King himaslf .... pros.nt. Tho d.bate .... long. oornoot. end 
occasionalJy furious. Some hands w.ro laid on the pomm.ls of swords. 
in a m&UIler which rovived tho ro.oUoction of tho otormy ParIiam.nts of 
H.nry the Third and Ricbord the S •• ond. Shaftosbnry and Eaoex wero 
joinad by the te.aoherous SUIlderlsnd. But the genius of Halifax bore 
down all opposition. Deaertod by his most important ooUeaguss. end 
oppoaod to .. crowd of able antagonists. he d.fend.d tho cause of the Duke 
of York in a BUcceBSion of spoechea which, many years later, were remem· 
hered 88 masterpieces of maaoning, of wit, and of eloquenee~ It is seldom 
that oratory changee .. otes. Yet the atte.tation of contemporariao lea .... 
no doubt that. on this o .... ion. ..ot .. wore .hanged by tho oratory of 
Halifax. The bishopo. troo to thoir dootrin ... supported the prinoiple of 
hereditary right. and the bill was rej •• ted by a greet majority.-M""""lay'. 
HiIIlory. Humo romerka that Halifax .. was animated as ... ell by tha 
greetu ... of the oc.asion as by a rivalsbip to his UIlclo SbafIeobnry. 
whom. during th.t day's dcbet., h. seamod in the judgment of all to 
h .... totally eolipsed." 

LORD SOMERS. 
(1650-1716.) 

:a.pid BlevatioD.-Thc nam. of this statesman is olosely ..... iat.d 
with the Declaration of Right in 1688. and with the legialstivo union with 
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Scotland in 1707. He first C&lIle llfODrlnently into note as junior 0000001 

for tho Seven Bishops on their tri&l in 1688, and .... oent to tho Oonven
tion Porliament of that yeer. Under William m. he received ropid 
!lreforment. In 1693, while attornoy·generol, he was made keep .. of tho 
gt"eat oool, and in 1697 was raised to tho woolo&ck. .. John Somers (write. 
Macaulay) w .. the BOn of •. country attorney. A.t thirty.seven hs had 
hoen sitting in a stulf gown on a back beneb in the Oourt of King'. 
Bench. A.t forty.two he waa the first lay dignitary of the roolm. . • 
Without one drop of Jl&bician blood in his voino, be had token his place 
at the head of the patrician order with the quiet dignity of a man ennobled 
by nature. Hie .. renity and his modesty, his aolf·command, proof even 
againot the moot ondden onrprisoo of passion; his self.respect,which 
forced the proudest gronde .. of the kingdom to respect him; his urbsnity, 
which won tbe hearts of the youngest Iawye .. of the Chancery her, gained 
for him many !lrivato friends and admirers among tho moot reopectable 
membe .. of the opposition. • • The inotrument known by the name of 
the Doclarotion of Right wao proporod by a committee of which Some .. 
was chairman. The fact that the low·horn young borristcr wao appointed 
to so hononrable and important a post in a Parliament filled with able and 
experienced men; only ton daY" after he had spoken in tho H01llls of 
Oommons for the lirst time, sufficiently proves the ~nperiority of his 
abilities." 

Kia Defence .. t the B .... of the Commona.-V anous attempto 
were made to impeach Somers, on eha.rges more or less frivolous. The 
poet Prior, writmg in February, 1700, said, " To~morrow is the great day 
when we expsct that my Lord Ohancellor will be follen upon, though God 
knows wbat crime he is guilty of, but that of being a very groat man and 
& mao and upright judge." In 1701, hearing that ths Oommons we .. 
about to vote his impeachment, Somers requested permission to address 
them at tbeir her, which was granted. When hs had liDished, he was. 
asked from the chair who had informed him that tho .. woe • dehate 
respecting him in the House. He replied, .. He was strongly surprised at 
a q ... tion that he never knew was put to any man that como to desire the 
fevonr of being heard; and that, if the question was asked to bring tho 
leset prejudice to any man in England, he wenld not only be content to 
he undsr the cenanro of the Houae, bu~ sulfer the worst thing that might 
befall him upon earth, rather than do a. dishODourable thing," The im
peacbmant .... carried by 198 againot 188. 

'lIIEock Impea.chm8llt.-A.ftor aonding up to the Lords their impeach. 
ment of SOm .... and othe .. , in 1701, the Oommons d.layed progre •• with 
tho matter, whUe the House of Lords inoistcd that tho triole shenld either 
proeeed or be dropped. The Oommons demanded a joint committee of 
both Ho .... to conoider the methods of pro.eeding, and urg.d thot oth';'. 
wise they wonld be" giring np the righte of the Oommons of EDgland, 
cetablished by unqneotionable precedente and the usage of Parliament, 
and making all impeachment (the greatest bnlwark of the law. and 
liberties of England) improcticable for the fntnre." But the Lords 
rejoined, .. They do not lind that ever oueb a committee was appointed on' 

)[2 
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occasion of impeachment for misdemeanors, and their lordships think: 
themaeJve. obliged to be extremely cautious in admitting anything new in 
.matters relating to judicature." The Lords gave DOnce of-their intentiOlt 
to bring on the trial on a certain day; the CommOll8 passed an order 
forbidding any member of the House to appear at the II pretended trial}' 
The trial being opened with tbe 1lII11&l formalities in Weetminetor Hall, 
and·no member of the Lower Honee appearing with evidence against the 
defendant, the Lords adjourned to their own chamber, aod deol&red tho 
impeachment dismissed. 

ROBERT HAR.T-EY, EARL OF OXFORD. 
(1661-1724.) 

Honae of Commons Tact.-Confeaeedly one of tho moot in
ftuential of -the members of the House of Commons was he whom the lnst 
three Parliaments of William m. elected for their Speaker; yet no man 
would have lietened patiently for live minutes to Robert Harley anywhere 
but in the House of Commons. There he was IBUpreme. The country 
gentlemen Toted for him, though they remembered that hi. family wont 
to a meeting~hou8e. The younger members put forth their most able and. 
graceful repreeentatiTO to honour him, when Hemy St. John eoconded 
his third nomination. And posterity iteslf bed canee to be grateful to 
him when, employing for once this influence in its service, be joined 
Tory and Whig in a common demand for the best eecnriti .. of the Act of 
Settlement. It wns not genius. it was not eloquence, it wns not states
mauship that bed given Harley thia extraordinary power. It was Honee 
of Oommons ta.ct.-Forlfer on De Foe. 

Beputecl Wisclom.-Harloy'. influence in Parliament (writes 
MaoanIay) was out of all proportion to his ability. Ria intellect w.s both 
slender and .low. He was unable to take • large view of any subject. 
He never acquired the art of expre88ing himeelf in public with iluency 
and perspicuity. To the end of his life he remained & tedious, hesitating. 
and confnsed speaker. He had none of the external graces of an orator. 
Hie countenance was heavy. his figure mean and somewhat deformed, and 
his gestures uncouth. Yet he was heard with respect. For such 8S his 
mind "as, it had been assiduously cultivated. He had that sort of 
industry and that sort of e:mctll ... whiob would han made him a reepect
able antiquary or King-at-Anna. He cOll8tantly hed, even with his bost 
friends, an air of mystery and reserve, which seemed to indicate that he 
knew some momentous secret, and that his mind was Inbouring with 80me 
vnst design. In this way hs got and long kept a high reputation for 
wiedom. It ..... not till that roputation had made him an Earl, a Knight 
of the Garter, Lord High Treasurer of England, and master of the f.te 
of Europe, that hi. admirers began to lind out that he was really a dnIl 
pnuIe-headed man. 

Endurance of the English l'eople.-Pope relate. that eome 
one hed observed of • mea.ure proposed, that the people would nevor bear 
If. .. None of us," replied Harley, .. know how far ths good people of 
England will bea':." 
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LORD BOLINGBROKE. 
(1678-1751). 
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His 1'a.rliamenta.ry Ca.reer.-Henry St. john was returned to 
Parliament in 1700 for Wootton Basset, which his father had represented 
before him. He was twenty.eight yoars old at the time.· All his conn •• • 
tiona were in the Whig interest, but he attached. himaolf to the Tory part,. 
under Harley. His eloquence BOon gained him infiuence in the House, 
and in 1704 he was appointed. Secretary at War and of the Marine,Harley 
being Seeretsry of State. To the latter office St. John succeeded. when 
Harley took the Chancellorship of the Exchequer in 1710, and he WIIS 

raised. to the peerage as Baron St. John and Viscount Bolingbroke in 1712. 
It wae into the hands of Addison that he had to resign the seals, when 
tbs death of Anne in 1714 put an end to the hopes of his part,.; and his 
attainder took place in the following year. 

Evanescence of l'arliamellt""'7 Eloquence ill I'o ..... er 
lIaya.-1n the case of Bolingbroke (remarks Lord Brougham), the 
defect, so often to he deplored in contemplating the history of modem 
oratory, attains ita very height. Meagre as are the materials by which we 
can aim at forming to ourselves some idea. of the eloquence of moat men 
who flourished before our own day; scanty 88 are the rema.ins even of the 
speakers who figured daring the Seven Years War, and the earlier part 
of the American contest-when we go heck to tho administration of 
Walpolo we find tho .. vestign to be yet more thinly scattered over the 
pages of our history; and in Queen Anne's time, during which alone 
Bolingbroke spoke, there are absolutely none. It is correct to affirm thet 
of this great orator-one of the very greatest, according to all contem· 
porary history, that ever exercised the art, and these accounts are power
fully supported by his writings-not 8 spoken .. ntence rsmains. Tbo 
contemplation of this chum it was thet made Mr. Pitt, whon musing 
npon its brink, and calling to mind all thet might be fancied of the orator 
from the author, and all thet traditional testimony had handed down to us, 
sigh after a speech of Bolingbroke-desiderating it far more than the 
restoration of all that has perisbsd of the trsasnrss of the ancient world. 
-Slat..".... of the Pi"", of George III. Tbe imprsasion produced by 
Bolingbroke is &hown in tho E&rl of Chooterfield'. remark in one of the 
letters to his son: .. I would much rather th.t you had Lord Boling. 
broke'. ot,.lo and eloquell", in speaking and writing, than ull the learning 
of the Academy of Sciences, the Royal Society, and the two Universities 
1lDited." 

ere .. tioll of 'Peers.-Oxford and Bolingbroke gazetted twelve new 
peer!! in one day. On their to.king their ... te, Wherton inquired if they 
were to vote, like 8 jury, by their foreman; and Bolingbroke, on hearihg 
that the question had been ea.rned by & ma.jority of one, excla.imed, U If 
those twelve had not been enough, we would have given them another 
dozen." This is the solitary instance of • creation of peers in JD8BS to 
~ a meR8n.re.-HaytDard', E8Jay.. . 
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JOSEPH ADDISON. 
(1672-1719.) 

SlIccessflll Silence.-Addison."t for Malmesbnry in th. H01lBe of 
Commons which was .l .. ted in 1708. But th. Honse of Oommons (write. 
Macaulay) "was not the field for him l the baahfulnese of hie nature made 
his wit aDd eloquence useless in debate. He once rose. but could not over
come his diffidence. and ever Bfter remained ~ent. Nobody can think it 
.trange that a great writer ahonld fail as a apeaker l but many. probably.· 
will think it .trange tbat Addison'. f.i1ure as a .peaker ebould .have bad 
DO unfavourable effect on his success as a politician. In our time a man 
of high rank and great fortune might. though speaking ·very little and 
TOry ill, hold a considerable post; but it wonld DOW be inconceivable that 
a mere adventurer-a man who, when out of office, must live by his pen
.hould in a f.w years hecom •• uc .... iv.ly Under Secretnry of State. Ohief 
Secretary for lrelend. and S.cretary of Stat., without some oratorical 
talent. Addison. without high birth. and with little prop.rty. rose to .. 
post whicb dukes-the heads of the great hous •• of Talbot. Russell. and 
B.ntinok-have thought it an honour to fill. Without opening hie Iipa in 
dobate, he ro •• to a post the highest that Cbatbam or Fox .v.r reached l 
and this h. did before he had heen nine years in Parliament." 

IneffectuaJ. Conception.~It was Lord Wharton (write. Mr. 
O'F!anagan) .. who brought Joesph AddisOn to Ireland. and appointod 
him Secretary of Stat.. He represented the borough of Oavan in the 
Iriah Parliam.nt. in 1709. Though famona as an .. sy and grac.ful writer. 
ha could not .xpress hims.1f with any d.gre. of lIuency. An an.cdote 
:related of him proves this. On a motion before the House, Addison rose, 
and having said-' Mr. Speaker, I conceive '-paused, as if frightened by 
the Bound of his own voice. He again commenced-' I conceive Mr. 
Spea.ker '-when he stopped, until roused by cries of ' hear! hear!' whem 
he ODce more essn.yed with-' Sir, I conceive.' Power of further 
utterance was denied. so he sat down amidst the scarce suppressed 
laughter of his brother m.mbors. which soon burst forth when & witty 
senator said" (Sir. the honourable gentleman has conceived three times,. 
and brought forth nothing.' " 

sm RICHARD STEELE. 
(1671-1729.) 

The .. T .. tl ..... ft-at •• I. entered the H01lBe of Oommons when the 
Tory party; whom h. had axssp.rated by his political writinge. wa", in 
tho .... ndant. and th.y det.rmin.d to put him down. Alluding to Sir 
Thomaa Hanm.r'. opposition to tha Oommereial Treaty. in 1714. h. asid, 
It I rise to do him honour;" on whieh many members, who had before 
triad to interrupt him. called out .. Tatler! Tatler!" And as he went 
down tho hona. severa! asid, .. It is not eo 0&&1 & thing to apeak in the 
House i he fanoies, because he ean IOribble." &0., &C. 

HiIo :S"Pulsion from the Ko.... of CommODJl.-When, upon 
tha publi.ation of his .. Oriaia." which was but tho •• qu.1 to thos. pape .. 
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in the· Guarditm that l.d t<> his election f<>. Stoekbridge, the motion was 
made to ~ hlm, for having" maJiciously insinuated that the Prote, tent 
succession in the House of Hanover is in danger under her Majesty'a 
A dmmiotration," the Whige rallied to his support with what etrength 
thay c01lld. Rob.rt WaJpole and Gen.ra.! Stanhope took their plac. on 
either side of hlm as he waited at the bar, and Addison prompted hlm 
tbronghont his spirited and temperate defence. He apok., 0&18 ona who 
heard him, for near three hours, with such temper, eloquence, and 
unconeem as gave entire satisfaction to all who were not prepossessed ... 
against hlm. But perhapS the most interesting occurrence of that 
memorable dey W8S the speech of Lord Finch. This yonng nobleman, 
afterwards famous as a minister and orator, owed gratitnde to Steele for 
having repelled, in the Guardian, a libel on his sister, and he rose to 
m8ke his maiden speech in defence of he. defende.. But bashfulness 
oTercame him; and after a few confused sentences he sat down, crying 
out as h. did BO, "It is strange I cannot speak for this man, though I 
could readily light for hlm!" Upon this ouch cheering rang through th, 
Honse, that anddenly the yonog lord took heart, .... again, and made the 
lirst of a long .. ri .. of able and telling speeches. Of co"..., however, it 
did not .. va Steele, who was e_Oed by a majority of nesrly a 
hundred, in a House of four hundred members.-!ot',ter'e E •• ay OR 

8'ee!e. 
The Silent .... d the Eloquent.-On the death of Queen Anne, 

and the breaking np of the Tory porty, Steele was agam returned to 
Parliament, for Boroughbridge, and made Bome ligure .. a Bpeaker. 
He wittily described the House, at the time, as ccmeisting very much of 
Bilent people oppressed by the choice of a grest deaJ to "y, and of 
eloquent peeple ignorant that .. h.t they Boid was nothing to the purpoBe. 

Triennia.l Pa.rliaments.-Steel .. was a warm advoeete in the 
Honse of CommollB of the repea.! of the Act which limited the duration 
of Parliaments to thres years. In a speech on the aehjecthe oeid. "Eve .. 
since the Triennial Bill baa been enacted the nation has bean in a series of 
contentions. The lirat yea. of a Triennial Parliament hoe been spent in 
Tindietive decisions and animosities about the late elections. The second 
session has entered into business, but rather with a spirit of contradiction 
to what the preveiImg set of men in former Parliaments had bronght to 
p ... than for a disintereeted zeal for the common good. The third Bession 
hes !anguished in the pnrenit of what little WB8 intended to be done in the 
""eond; and the approach of an ensuing election hoe terrified the members 
into a senile mana.gement, &Ccording 88 their respective principals were 
disposed towerde the qu ... tion before them in the Honse. Thno the state 
of Euglend hoe been like that of a veBOOl in distre .. at ... ; the pilot and 
mariners have been wholly employed in keep~ the ship from oinking ; 
the art of navigation W88 US8leea, and they never pretended to make sail" .ot .. Good Pedeatrian.-WiIIiam Whiston, in his "Memoirs," 
writes of Steele. "I shall .. t down on. anconnte. I had with hlm at 
Button'. coffee-house, when he was a Member of Parliament, and had 
been making • _h in the Honse of Commons, in the de18 of King 
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George I., to pi .... the court, but against his own conscience, for tho 
&nth Soa directors, then IlIlder the great ilisgraco of the nation; &Ild 
against which South Sea scheme he had hefore for some time written 
wookly papars, till he BA .. he could not recover his post of COIlBOr of the 
l'layhouoe, from which he had heon tnmed out, which IlBOd to bring him 
som, hundreds .. year, without making ouch a speech. I accosted him 
thus: • They say, Sir Richard, yon bave been making a speech in the 
HollBO of CommollB for the South Sea directors.' H. replied, 'They do 
say so.' To which I answered, I How does this agree with your former 
writing againet thot .cheme" His rejoindorwas thus: 'lb. Whiston, 
you can walk on foot and I cannot.' Than which a truer or an acuter 
&IlBWer could not have heon made by anybody.D 

THE EA:RL OF CHESTERFIELD. 
(169~1773.) 

A Youthful Adverso.ry Disa.rmed.-Chesterlield .... retamed to 
the House of CommollB when Lord Stanhope, and before he had attained 
full age. He spoko'soOll after his entmnce, attoeking the Oxford ministry, 
1"'d aaid, .. He nevor wished to spill the blood of OIly of his COllllIrymen, 
muolo Ia. lhe blood of .. "" ... ble"",,,, but he was pereoaded the &&fety of 
his COIlIltry required thot eumpl.. should be made of those whe had 
betrayed it in so infa.m.ous a. Dl8rDI1sr.JI The reply of the Government was 
& very prudent one. It was privately intimated to the young speaker thot 
he had ilisplayed great ability, but, in taking hi. seat although. minor,
he had expooed himself to a penalty of live hlllldred pounds, which would 
not b. enforced against him unl ... be attempted to vot.. Stanhope took 
the hint and left the bouse, to .. hich he did not retam till duly quolilied. 

A Hint to StateameD.-The Earl of Cheeterlield d.livered a 
spooch in the House of Lords, 1737, against the Play-house Bill Tho 
'following extract is from the II Parliam0Dtary History;. ,,_u It is not 
Iicentiousn ... , it is an useful liberty, always indulged the stage in • free 
country, that some great m,en may there meet with a just reproof, which 
non. of th.ir friends will be free enough, or rather faithful enough, to 
give them. Of this .. e have • famous instanc. in the Roman history. 
The great Pompey, after the many victoriee h. had obtained and tho 
.great conquests h. had made, had certainly a good title to the .. teem of 
the people of Rom.; yet thot great man, by eome error in his conduct, 
beeame an obj.ct of general diolik.. And therefore, in the repreaenta. 
tiOll of an old piny, when Diphilua, the aclor, eame 10 repeat theee word&, 
.' No.wt1 mil,,"" tu .. Mag,,,,,,,: the audieuce immediately applied .them 
to Pompoy, who at thot time .. 88 88 .. ell known by the name Hagous as 
by thot of Pompey, &Ild were eo· highly pleaeed with the satire that, as 
Cicero says, they made the actor repeat the words a hlllldred times over. 
An ".OIlIlt of this .... immediately sent to Pompey, .. ho, instB&d of 
reaenting it as an injuey, .... eo wise as to take it for a i~ reproof; he 

• SOBp. 80. 
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examin.d his conduct. h. altered his measures. he .. gain.d by degreee the 
eeteem of th. peopl •• and then h. neither feared the wit nor felt the satire 
of the stage. This is an eumpl. which ooght to b. followed by great 
men in all countries." 

Dezterity with a DUIlcult Subject.-A bill tor th. retorm of 
the Calendar wsa introduced in th. Houe. of Lords by Lord Chesterfiold 
in 1751. &Ild in his "L.tte"," h. thue alludee to his speech, "This bill 
WlIS neC8llS&l'ily eomposed of I&w jargon and astronomieal ealcul&tiona. to 
both which l' am an utter stranger. Howe ....... it was absolutely necessary -
to make the House of Lords think that I kn ... something of th. matter. 
and a1ao to make them beli.v. that they knew something of it themselves, 
.... hich they do not. For my own part, I eould juet as soon have talked 
Celtic or Selavonian to them as astronomy. and they would have under. 
etood m. full as "ell; so I resolved to do better than speak to th. 
purpose. &Ild to pI .... instead of informing them. I geve them. th.re· 
fore. only an histerieal secount of calenda.... ·from the Egyptian down to 
the Gregorian, amueing them now and then with little episodee; but I 
.... particularly attentive to the choice of my words. to th. harmony and 
80UUdneas of my periods, to my elocution, to my action. This succeeded, 
and ever will aucceed. They thought I informed. bscsuee I pleased th.m; 
and many of th.m said that I had mad. the whol. very clear to th.m, 
wh.n. God kno .... I had not .ven attempted it. Lord Mocc1esfi.ld, who 
had the greatest share in framing th. bill. and who is one of the greatest 
mathematicians and astronomers in Europ •• spoke afterwards with infinite 
knowledge. and all the clearness that so intricat •• matter would admit 
of; but, 88 his words, his periods, a.nd his uttel'&llce were not near 80 good 
.88 mine, tha preference was most una.nimously, though most unjustly, 
given to me. This will ever be the ease; fl'Very numerous 8888Dlbly is a. 
mob. let the individuals who compose it bs what th.y wilL" 

Bleeding for One's Co1U1try.-Msty. in his m.moir of Cheater. 
field, rclates that Lord R--, with many good qualities. and eVen learn· 
ing and parte, had • strong desire of being thought skilful in physic. and 
.. as very expert in bleeding. Lord Chesterfield, who knew his foibl •• and 
on a p&rticular oeeasion wished to have his vote, came to him oue moming, 
and, after having converasd upon indi1ferent mstters. compl&ined of the 
headacha. and deeired his lordship to feel his pulae. It was found to boat 
high, and & hint of losing blood given. "I have no objection; and. as I 
hear your lordship hsa a meaterly hand. will you favour m. with t..,mg 
yom' lancet upon me P .Aprop..... said Lord Chesterfield, after the 
operation, "do you go to the House to-day P" "Lord R- answered, U I 
did not intend to go. not b.ing aoftieiently informed of tho question 
which is to ha d.bated; but you, who have considered it. which sid. will _ 
you b. of P" Th •• arl. having geinad his confidenc •• easUy directed hiJ 
judgment; ha carried him to tha Hous., and got him to vote as he 
plesasd. He need afterwards to .. y tbst none of his frienda had don. so 
much as ha, having Ut ... roJly bled for the good of Iils country. 
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sm ROBERT WALPOLE. 
(1676-1745.) 

A To.,. Physicia.n and his Whig Patient.-During Walpol.'. 
resid.noe at King'. Coll.g •• Cambridg •• h. w .. aeized with the amall.pox, 
which was of a malignant sori, and he continued for Bome time in 
imminent danger. Dr. Brady, the famono historical advo.ata for the 
Tory prin.iples of the English Constitution. who " .. his physi.ian. said 
to on. of the F.llo,," of Kiog·. Coll.ge. warmly .ttaehed to the sam. 
party, f( We must take care to eave this young man, or we shall be accused 
of having purposely neglected him, because he is 80 violent a Whig." 
N otwithatanding Brady'. political prejudi .... h. .... 80 mu.h plaaaed 
with the spirit and disposition of hio young pati.nt thet h. oha.rved, 
with an a1fectionate attachment, n His singular escape seems to be a 
sure indication that he is teSArvcti for important purposes."-Coa'. 
II Walpole!' 

A r.ong Lease of Pow81'.-Rob.rt Walpel ..... oent to Parliam.nt 
for King'. Lynn in 1702. wh.n tW.nty.six years of age. In 1708 h ..... 
made Secretary at Wer. and afterward. Treasurer of the Navy. He 
be.am. Prim. Minister for the lirat time in 1715. but resigned in 1717. 
and .. aa reappointed in 1721. holding alao the Chancellorship of the 
Ex.hequer. Notwithstanding the personal dioIik. of George n.. h. was 
.onfirmed in the Premiership on the acceoaion of that King in 1727. and 
continued to hold the position for fifteen years longer. making-altogether 
twenty-one years' uninterrnpted administration-the longest term a Ringle 
individn¥ baa ever remained at the head of the goveram.nt. 

Ccn:n:l!Uttal to the Towe".-The accnoation of corrnption brought 
against pole by the Commioaionero of Publio Ac.ounte .... mad. (88YO 
Cou) D.c. ber 21.t. 1711. Th.y .harged him with having taken two 
not .. of hnn e for live hundrsd goin .... the oth.r for live hundred 
pound&-while e was Secretary.at.Wer. for forage conlroota in Scotland. 
In consequence of these reports he was heard in. his own defence, 

_ Jannory 17th. 1 2. Ultimately the Houe. resolved that he had been 
guilty of a high bach of trnot. that he ehould ha committad to the To .. er. 
and expelled the onoe. Next morning Walpol. eurrendered himaelf • 
prisoner, and.... mmitted to the To".r. where he remained till the 
prorogation of Par ent. A n... writ having been ioeued for Lynn, 
he .... re.e1 •• tad; t on a petition by Samual Taylor. the oppceing 
candidate. the Hous declared Walpole incapable of aerving in that 
Par1iement. While b remained in prioon h. was conoid.rad a martyr 
to the cau .. of the . go. and visited by persona of the higheat distinc. 
tion and ability, hiol apartment .xhibiting the appearan.e of a crowded 
1o,.oe. 

The OfIlce of Prime MiDi"".", and Gove1'ZlJllent by P .... u... 
ment.-Th. lIrat (writ'll Mr. Ewald) who made the om •• of Prime 
Minister. such .. "" no~understand it to be, was Sir Roberto Walpole, 
.. It "as not untU hi. ri.e tllat the Prim. Minister begen /Xl be regarded 
.. the recognised lead.r of·.his party. t·bo reaponaillle advieer of the , 

'} 



• BIll. BOBER'!' W ALPOLB. 107 
Crown, and the head of the Cabinet. The histo'Y of the great·, minister 
of peace , is the histo'Y of a man who undorstood to the foll the nato... of 
the change from govel'l1lllOnt by p",rogative to government by parliamont. 
who .... that parlismoo*"'7 government and government by party were 
oynonymons terms, and who had deeply etndied the then ne .. political 
doctrine that power was not dependent upon the royal approval, upon the 
intrinsic excellence of the measnres introduced, upon ability or popularity. 
but upon the skilfn\ working of & parliamen*"'7 majority. He .... the 
first of Englioh otateemoo to recognise the advantageo of & united Cabinet, 
and he ga,.e proof of the light in which he regarded the influence of the 
Honse of Commona by heing the frtst of our line of premiere who reoigned 
office in obedience to au adverse vote of the Lower House. With the 
career of Sir Rohert Walpole hegino the histo'Y of the £anlte and the 
advantages, the patriotism and the &ellishness, of government by 
Parliament/' 

:Limitation nfthe Peerage.-In 1717 a bill wa& introducad by the 
Stanhope Minis~ to limit the royal prerogative in the ereotion.of peers. 
The m.ting nnmher of the Honee of Lordo was not to be inoreased 
beyond six, unless in the case of royal princes; future peerages were 
to be limited to the grentooo and their immediate heiro; new oreotiona 
were only to be made in ..... of extinction; and the sixteen represootetive 
peere of Scotland ... ", to be replaced by twenty·five hered.i*"'7 peers 
nominated by the King. These provisions were carried in the Honee of 
Lordo by a large majority, bnt were s_uonely opposed by Walpole in 
the Commons, and .. it may he doubted," writes Earl Stanhope the 
historian, It if any harangue of 80 much eloquence and effect had ever yet 
been delivered in the Honee." In opening his speech Walpole aaid, 
.. Among the Romans the Temple of Fame was pleoed behind the Temple 
of Virtoe, to dooote that there wa& no coming to the temple of Fame bnt 
through thet of Virtoe. But if this bill is paseed into a law, one of the 
most powerful incentives to virtue would be taken away, since there 
wonld be no arriTing at honour but through the winding.sheet of an old 
docrepit lord or the grave of an extinct nohle family, a policy """1 
different from that glorione and enlightened nation, who made it their 
pride to hold out to the world illnetrione examples of merited elevation, 

I Pa.tere honoris aoirent ut O1lJloti viam.' 

It is TO'Y far from my thoughts to depreeiste the advantage. or dotract 
from the respect due to illnetrione birth; for though the pbiloeopher 
may .. y with the poet, 

1 Et genu et proa.yo., et qum DOll fecimus ipsi, 
Va ea D.08tr& vooo.' 

yet the claim derived from thet advantage, though fortuitous, is 80 

.generally and so justly coneedod, thet eve'Y endeavour to subvert the 
principle would merit contempt and abhorrence. But though illustrious 
birth forma one undisputed title to pre-eminence and superior cousidera-
tion, yet surely it ought not to be the only oue. The origin of high titles 
was derived from the will of the aovereign to reward signal senices 
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Vr oonspicuous merit by a. recompeilSe which~ surviving to posterity, 
ehonId display in &11 ages the virtue. of the receiver and the gretitude of 
the donor. Is merit, then, BO rarely discernible, or is gratitude 80 small's 
virtue. in our daY". thet the one must be supposed to be ite own reward. 
and the other limited to & barren display of impotent goodwill P Bad 
this bill originated with some noble peer of distinguished ancestry it 
wonId have excited Ie.. surpri&e; & desire to exclud. others from a 
participation of honours is DO novelty in persons of that c\ass: Quod ... 
aliortmlo meriti •• ib' atN"ogamJ, iG mihi ez meis ascribi ftOZwd. But it 
is & matter of just surpri •• that & bill of this nature .hould eith.r have 
'been proj.ct.d or &t least promoted by & gentleman (Lord Stanhope) who 
woS not long.ge .. ated amonget DB. and who. having got into the Honae of 
P.e ... is now deeirous to .hut the door aftsr him. When greet alterations 
in the Constitution ars to be made. the experiment shonId be tried for a 
short time before the propos.d change is finally eerri.d into execution. 
l&Bt it should produce eVl1 instead of good; but in this ... e. when the bill 
is once aanctioned by Parliament. there can be no future hopes 0:( rsdre ... 
'becaDBB the Upper HODBB will alwaY" oppose the repeal of an Act which 
h ... 0 .onsiderably increassd their power. The greet .11D&Dimity with 
which this bill h .. p .... d tha Lords ought to inspire some jeaIonsy in the 
Commons; for it must be omoDB thet what..ver the Lords gain must be 
acquired &t the .xp.l1B8 of the Commons. and the dimininution of the 
:regal prerogetive; and thet in all disputes betw.en tha Lords and 
(JommODB, when the Houae of Lords is immutable, the CODlDlODB must, . 
1Iooner or later. b. obliged to recede." Mainly in consequenoe of 
Walpole'. spee.h. the bill ..... thrown out by & majority of 92. 

His Part Ta.kell.-The Lord Sunderland of the reign of G..orge L 
(writes Horac. W alpol.) .. is said to have too much .... mbled .. .. 
politician the earl his father. who ..... so principal an actor in the reign of 
Jam .. n .. and in bringing about the Revolution. Betw.en tha earl and 
the Princ. of Wale. grew mortal antipathy. of whi.h an anecdote tuId to 
me by my fath.r him.elf will leave no doubt. When .. reconciliation hod 
''b.en patched up betw.en the two courts, and my father becam. First 
Lord of the Treasury ... ecoDd time. Lord Sunderland in a 1810·')·'.1. with 
him said. ·Well. Mr. Walpol •• w. have settled motte .. for the prssent; 
'but we mDBt think whom we will have Dext· (meaning. in .... of tho 
King's demis.). Walpole replied •• Your lordship may think as you pI ..... 
but my part is tak.n;' meaning. to support the eetabUshed .. ttlement." 

The Orders of the Bath .... a Gart81'.-A few daY" before the 
prorogetion of Parliam.nt. May 31ot, 1724, the Order of the Bath .... 
revived. and Walpole was .... ted a knight, and in 1726 he ..... installed 
Knight of the G..rter; the vaIu. of which distinction is greetly onhanoed 
by the oonsideration that. exoepting Admiral Montagu •• afterwards Earl 
of Sandwioh, he was the only commoner who, since the teign of· James I., 
bad been dignified by that ord.r.. OD this event he had the honour of 
being oongretulated by .the author of the .. Night Thoughte." in a poem 

• See Miaeella.Deol1l HOtion_CC The Garier in the Commou. Q . 
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...ned the "Inatalment."-Cozo'. "Walpole ... In his speech in his own 
defenoe in 1741, Walpole thus alluded to his wearing of the· Garter: "1& 
ambition imputed to me P Why then do I still continue a commoner-I, 
who refused & white steff and & peerage P I had, indeed, like to ha", 
forgotten the little ornament ahout my ahoulde .. , which gentlemen haVlt 
so repeatedly mentioned. in terms of sarcastic obloquy. But surely, 
though this may he regarded with envy or indignation in another place, it 
cannot be supposed to raise any resentment in this Houss, where many 
may be plcased to see those honoure which their ancestors have wom. 
_tored to the Oommona. n 

.a. Bid for Place.-Bir Robert Walpole, while Prime Minister to 
George. r., was very much detested by the Prince of Walos. On th .. 
death of the King in 1727, he was, at the first court that George II. heldav 
Leicester House, as much diaregarded as poseible; but, by.the following 
method (reIatos Mr. Heuley), became in lese than teu: days respected and 
homaged by the whole Oourt. Sir Spencer Oompton, Speaker of th!> 
House of Commons, and favourite of the King when Prince of Wales, had 
a private conference with Queen Caroline with regard to her jointure, and 
told her Majosty thet he hoped to be able to obtain her Iilty or sixIT 
thoueand per annum. Sir Robert Walpole, who had his adnce. of ~ery
thing that happened then in private, was informed of this, and the Queen, 
being willing to know from the other perty what they thought aha oughv 
to heve, applied to Sir Robert, who, after telling her Mojosty that her 
jointure ought to be unlimited with respect to her merit, as ah. hed oacri· 
liced being Emp .... on .. count of her religion (for ahe had refused being 
married to the Emperor of Germany), osid thet, .. the nation hed been 
involved in many W&r8, she eonId not eziger more than one hundred 
thoueand pounde; which 80 e:lfcmally did his buoiness that in a fe" deys 
h. was .t the head of the administration. Oompton was made Earl of 
Wilmiogton, and 80 far forgeve Walpole his rivalrythet some yesrs later, 
when the minister was attacked, he rose from his bed, although su:l!ering 
from fever, and went down to the House to vote for him-a circumstance
which Horace Walpole mentioned as much to Wilmington's honour . 

.a. Pi_ of the Court.-Horece Walpole, in his .. Remi. 
niscences," gives the following, which he terms II a true picture or 
courtiers." George n. and his consort If had removed from Richmond to" 
their temporary palaee in Leicester Fields on the very evening of their 
receiving notice of their accession to the crown; and the next day all the 
nobilil,y and gentry in town crowded to kisa their honde: my mother 
amongst the rest, who, Sir Spencer Compton's designation. and not its" 
evaporation, being known. could not make her way between the scomfuI 
baeka and elbows of her late devotees, nor could approach nearer to th& 
Queen than the third or fourth row; but no sooner was she descried by,! -
her Majesty than the Queen osid aloud, ' There I am sure I see a friend I' 
The torrent divided and shrunk to either side. C and as I came away,' said 
my mother, C I might have walked over their heads. if I had pleased.'" 

Ignorau.ce of History.-On March 1st, 1733, Walpole'. excise 
.. heme was brought forward. A Ti.lent opponent of the m .... re had . 



110 ANEODOTAL HISTORY or PAllLUMENT. 

during the d.bate .... rted that ita object was to.revive the WorQjI praeti ... 
of Empson and Dudley. So grossly ign<mmt of English hlstory Willi the 
Prim. Minister (writee Oampbell), that he bad been obliged.te ask Sir 
Philip Yorke, Bitting by him on tha Treasnry Beneh, " ... ho Empeon and 
Dudley were." 

!'rep ...... d for the Worst,-In his speeeh in defene. of the Exeise 
Bill, Sir Robert Walpole made a JD&Dly declaration of his readiness to 
answer for his politieal conduct: II Of late years," he said, II I ha.ve dwelt 
but little on the etndy of history, but I bave & very good prompter, 
believe me (Sir Philip Yorke, the Attorney.General), and by his meaoa I 
...... recollect that the ..... of Empaon and Dudley was 80 different from 
anything tb&t ean poeaibly ba presnmed from the .... no ... before DB, that 
I wandor how it was poeaible to bring them into the deb.te. Thoee men 
bad, by virtDB. of old and obeolete laws, DDjnetly extorted great 80lDB of 
lDoney from people, Dnd.. preteoee that they bad beeome liable to 
penalties for the breaeh of etatntee whieh bad for lDlIDy years f&llen into 
disuse. I mnat say (and I hope moat of those who hear me will thiok) 
-that it is very DDjnat to dre ... any perallel between their ebar&eters and 
mine. If my character is. or should ever come to be, in any respects like 
theire, I shall deserve their fate. But while I know myself innocent, 
I sball dspend upon the proteetion of the laws of my eountry; &8 long &8 

they ean protect me I am safe; and if that protection should fail, I 
.am prepared to submit to the ,,"o,'IIt that ean bappen. I know that my 
politieal and ministerial life has by 80me gentlemen been long wished at 
.... end, but they may ask their disappointed heerte how vain their wish.s 
Dave been; and .. for my nstnrsllife I bave lived long enODgh to lsam to 
be sasy shout porting with it." 

Plots agaiDst Ilia :Life,-At the time of the Preeton rebellion, .. 
.J aeobite, who sometimes fnmished Sir Robert with intelligence, sitting 
alone with him one night, soddeniy putting his hand into his bosom and 
rising, said, ,. Why do not I kill you now P U Walpole, starting up, 
replied." Because I am a. younger maD., and a. stronger." They sat down 
.&gam, and disc1l8B9d the person's ·information; but Sir Robert afterwards 
had t:eBBODS for thinking that the spy had no intention of aes·!'ination, 
but bad hoped hy intimidating to extort money from him. Yet, i1 no real 
attompt wsa made on his life, it was not from want of auggestiona to it. 

. One of the weekly joum&la pointed out Sir Robert's frequent peaeing 
Putney Bridge late at night, attended bot by one or two servanta, on his 
way to New Park, sa a proper p1eee; and after Sir Robert's death tho 
8.eond Earl of Egmont told me tbat he was once .t a eonsultation of the 
Opposition, in which it was proposed to bave Sir Robert murd.red by .. 
mob, of whieh the earl bad doeiared his abhorrenee.-Horaco Walpole' •. 
• , Beminiacencea.'· 

!rhe :Lie DiNot.-Earl Rnasell relatee' that one day, in the pl'88Ollce 
of the KiDg, Walpole "was 80 angry at the unfounded .... moo of one of 
the Hanoverian minietera and favonritee, that he exelaimed, with heat, 
• Mentiria impudentissime.· In order to account for the use of these 
Latin te~, it is n ...... ry to "y, that Walpole not being .ble to spask 
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FNnoh, ODd George I. not ,,!,dersl.anding English, all their intel'COU1'88, 
down to the time of the King's death, took place in the Latin 
language." 

Walpole's Two Dra.wha.cb.-A. friend of mine (says In. King), 
who dined with Sir Robert W &!pole one day tete·"·tete, took oocasion to 
compliment him on the great honour and power which he enjoysd 88 
Prime Minister. "Doctor," uye he, "I ha.ve great power, it is t;rue; but 
I have two cursed drawbacks-Hanover and the --avarice." 

A Chatefal Sllpporter • ....sir Robert W &!pole wanted to carry a 
question in the Honee of Commons, to which he knew there wonld be 
great opposition, end which was disliked by eome of his own dependants. 
As he was psesing through the Court of Requests he met" member of 
the contrary party, whose avarice, he imagined, would not %eject a. large 
bribe. He took him aside, and saids n Such a question eomes on this day; 
give me your vote, and hete is a bank bill of 2OOOl.," which he .put into 
his bands. The member replied, .. Sir Robert, yon heve lately served 
some of my particular friends i and when my wife was last at court, the 
King wee very gracions to her, which mnst have happened at your 
instance. I shonld therefore think myself very nngratefnl (putting the 
bank note into his pocket) if I were to refuse tho favour yon are now 
pleaaed to ask me.» 

lIagnen;m;ty.-Lord North related the following aneedote to In. 
Johnson, Sir Robert W &!pole having got into his banda some treason· 
able lettors of his inveterate enemy, William Shippen, one of tho heads of 
the Jseobite faetion, he sent fa .. him and burned them before his face. 
Some time afterwards, Shippen bad occasion to take tho oaths to tho 
Government in the House of Commons, and while he was doing BO, Sir 
Robert, who stood next him end knew his principles to be the same as 
ever, smiled. ff Egad, Robin/' said Shippen, who had observed him, 
"that's hardly fair." 

EveD Tempe.-Dr. Johnson had & high opinion of Sir Robert . 
W &!pole, notwithstanding that he bad writton ageinat him Hi ths early 
part of his life. He asid of him that he 11'88 a fine fellow, and that his very 
enemies deemed him eo before his death. He honoured hi. memory fOl' 

having kept this conntry in peace many years, as &!eo for the goodness and 
placability of his temper.· PnIteney, Earl of Bath, in & conversation with 
Johnson, asid thst Sir Robert was of & temper so calm and eqn&!, and eo 
bard to be provoked, that he was very sure he never felt the bitterest 
inver.tiv88 against him for half 1m. hour.-Hawlwnc If Life oj J'o1vMOfI,." 

lJD1l81la.l B"citemeDt.-In gener&! (writes Brougham) W&!pole'. 
:ma.uner was simple, and even familiar, with & constant tendency towards. 
gaiety. In vehemence of declemation he seldom indnlged, and anything 
very violent was foreign to his habits "t all times. Yet sometimes h. 
deviated from this course, and once spoke nnd~r such excitement (on the 
motion respecting Lord Cedogan'. conduct, 1717) that the blood burst 
from his nose, and he bad to quit the Honse. But for this accident&! 

. relief, he probsbly wonld have alI'orded a singnlar instance of a speaker, 
&!Wftys good.hnmnnrod IUld essy in his delivery beyond &!moat any other 
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dropping down dead in his dec18lllft.tion, from excess of vehemence; a.nd at 
this time he was between forty and fifty years of age • 

.An 'UDSeeml;y Con1lict.-The following account of a scone between 
the broth .... in·law. Lord Townshend and Sir Robert Walpole. shortly 
before th •. retirement of the former from their joint ministry. shows thot 
Walpol. could occasionally lose his seIf·command. It is given in Ewald·s. 
biogrephy :-Retnrning from the palace after a cooferencewith the Queen. 
Walpole called upon Colonel SeIw;rc at Cleveland Court. Talking to 
Mrs. Solw;rc was Townshend. and in the room were the Duk. of New. 
ea.otI. and his broth.r Mr. Pelham. Th. convoreotion tnmed upon s 
question of foreign politics. which Walpole had advised should he 
abandoned. Townshend. disepproving of this suggestion of his coIlaegn •• 
recommend.d that the House of Commone should be informed of the 
nature of the meaenre. and be told thot it had fellen through .t the insti. 
gation of the Firet Lord of the Treasury. Walpole replied aomewhat 
shortly that such a proceeding ..... inexpedient. and euly calculoted to 
give unnecessary trouble. To this Townshend hotly BDSWered, n SiBce 
yon object, and the Honse of Oommons is your coneem more than mine, I 
shall not persist in my opinion; but, as I now give way, I cannot avoid 
observing that, upon my honour, I think that mode of proceeding would 

. hove heen most adviseble." Walpole. whose rage had long been 
smouldering against Townshend and only wonted the oIighteot proyo· 
cation to break out, said in his most scornful tones, '" My lord. for once 
there iIJ no me's sincerity which I doubt 80 much 88 yOUI' lordship's; and 
I n.ver doubted it ao much as when yon are pleased to make ouch strong 
professions." The choleric temper of Townshend was unable to brook 
this taunt. and, forgetful thot Mrs. Solw;rc was in the room, h. rushed 
foJ'WGrCI. seized Walpole by his collar. and biogrephy has to .. cord that 
.these two distinguish.d men were not ashamed to resent their wrongs 
by a perocnal straggl.. which might have been approved of by tho 
frequ.ntelS of a villnge taproom. but which ..... c.rtainIy out o' ploc. 
when we remember the high position of the combatants, and that tho 
ocen. was laid in the house of a friend a.nd in the presence of a lady. 
When the .cuft\e had ended. the rive! ministelS laid their hands on their 
swords. and prepared fer an immediate duel. Mrs. Sol",... in terror. 
w.. on the point of summoning the gnords. but Wll8 prevented by Mr. 
Pelham. Happily. the friends now interposed (indeed, one is eurprised 
that th.y did not interfere 800ner). a.nd a cold and honow reoonciliation 
between tho two ..... elfeoted-but neither .ver forgot that dsy. a.nd the 
bittern ... with which it w" remembered endured in the minds of both to 
th.Iaot. • 

l'atriotism.-In his opeeoh on his own vindic.tion in 1741. Walpole· 
remarked: II Gentlemen hn'fe t.a.lked a great deal of patriotism.; .. vene .. 
... bI. word. wben duly practised. But I am aorry to O&y that of lote it 
hOI been ao much hackney.d about thot it is in danger of felling into 
disPc.· tho v.ry idea of trae patriotism is 108t. and the term has boon 
prootitu~d te the very worst of purp~ A potriot. eir.' ~hy. patriots 
spring up like mnRhl'Onma. I I!!nnld 1'I\1Re fifty of them Wlthm the four-
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and.twenty hours. I hove raised many of them in one night. It is but 
.. losing to gratify an unreasonable or an ineolent demand, and up starts 
a patriot .. " 

The BtJance of l'ower.-This expreaaion occurs in the apeech 
by Sir Robert Walpole in 1741, in which he defended himself against the 
motion for an address to George 11. to remove him from his counsels. 
Alluding to the pacific policy of his administration, he said, " We we .. 
not· in honour obliged to take any shore in the war which tho Emperor 
brought upon himself in ths year 1733, nor were we in interest obliged 
to take .. share in that war, as long as neither side attempted to push ita 
conquests farther than W80 consistent with the· balance of power in 
Europe, which was a .... that did not happen." 

His Besignation.-The immediste .. use of the Minister's resig
nation was the virtual .uc .... of Pulteney's motion (p. 108) in January, 
1742. His once powerfol majority (nites Ewald) had dwindled down to 
three, and in .. few days, when the question of the Obippenham election 
petition came before the House. even that :feeble majority could not be 
commanded, and Walpole found him.elf for the first time for twenty years 
in a minority. He was strongly advised to give up the seals. U I must 
inform you," he writ.es to the Duke of Devonshire. n that the panic was 
so great among what I should eaIl my own friende that they all deeIs .. d 
my retiring W88 become absolutely necessary, as the only means to carry 
on the public busin...... His own family also urged him to submit to the 
verdict of parliamentary fortune, and not to oppose a hostile House of 
Commons. Had he consulted his own wishe., ha would, he said, still 
ha"e remained at the head of aJfairs, in spite of his political reverses;: but 
when he found that, in addition to a formidable majority in the House of 
Commons, and to a strong feeling against him out of doors, his Cabinet 
declined to serve under him and threatened desertioD, he saw that there
was no alternative but to tender hi .... igoetion. On handing the seals to 
t·he King, the Minister knelt down to kiss the royal hand, and it is said 

. that his Majesty .. as so moved at the departure of his chief adviser, after 
the manyye... of fsithful service he had rendered the Crown, that he 
burst into tears. Walpole was raised to tho Upper House by the title of 
the Earl of Orford, and a handeome panMon was gromted him. 

l'a.ulty Premiers.-The Duke of Argyll said all First Ministers 
had boon fsulty, but that 'Sir Rohert Walpole had the least faulta of any 
minister with whom he had ever been coneerned. 

Inquiring after Bobm.-When Walpole resigned, and was raised 
to the peerage, the old dergyman of Walsingham, who was muter of the 
first school in which Sir Rohert was instrocted, went to his country .. at 
at Houghton, and told him he had boon his first IIlllBter, and had predicted 
that he would be a great man. Being asked why he never called upon, 
him while he was in power, he a.nswered, II I knew that you were Bur~ 
rounded with so many petitioners, craving preferment, and that you had 
done so much for Norfolk people, that I did not wish to intrude. But," 
he added, in a strain of good-natured simplicity, .. I always inquired how 
Robin went on. and was 8fttisfied with your proceedings." 

I 
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Kis OpiniOJl of History.-Upon his retirement, in 174"2, he went 
immediately to Houghton; but, accustomed all his life to politi.a.! excite. 
ment, heving never been fond of reading, and much of his old company 
failing, his time muet have hung hea..,. on his hands. It is recorded that 
his IOn heving one day propoeed to read to him, and taJting down a book 
of history, he exclaimed, " Oh, don't read history; that I know muet be 
faJee, "_the judgment (remarke Earl Russell) of a man better acquainted 
with pamphleteers than with hi.toriane. 

Kia l'olitica.l A:ziom.-Sir Robert Wa.!pole is juetJy blamad (says 
Coxa) for a want of poIitica.! decorum, and for deriding publio spirit, to 
which Pope alludes :-

U SeeD him I have, but in hiB happier hour 
Of 8OOiaJ. pleaau.re, m achanged for power; 
SeeD. him, 1II1CUJDbered with the vaal tribe; 
Smile without ~ and win without a bribe. 
Would he oblige me P lot me 0Dly tlnd 
He does not thiDt me what he thioks mankiDa." 

Although it is not poesible to juetify him, yet this part of his conduct hRS 
been greatly exaggerated. The politica.! axiom generally attributed to 

. him, tha.t "all men have their price/' was perverted by leaving out the 
word "those." Flowery oratory he deapisedj he ascribed to the iDterestod 
views of thoDlB81ves or their relatives the declarations of pretended 
patriots, of whom he said, "All tho,e men have their price; U and in the 
event many of them justified his obeervation.-Cm." Life." 

Ch........t .... of Wa.lpola.-Lord Campbell thna sums up the charaetor 
of Wa.!pole: "He was probebly the most d.xterona party.leader wo hayO 
ever had--equally skilled to win roya.! favour, to govem the Honse of 
Commons, and to influence or be influenced by public opinion. He like .. 
wise well understood the material interests of the country, and, aa far tIS 

was consistent with his own retention of power, he was desirous of 
pursuing them. But, that he might run no persona.! riok, he would make 
no attempt to improve our institutions; he was regardless of distant 
dangera; he plungad into a war which he admitted to be unjuet and 
impolitio, and, by his utter neglect of Iiteratore and literary men-in 
epite of the example set him by his immediate predeceosors, Whig and 
Tory-he gave to offioia.! life in England that aristoeratio faeling, and 
vulgar, business·like tone, which it has ever since ret.ained."-Mr. Massey, 
in his U History," says: CI Every variety of invective which f8C!tion, 
jea.!ousy, and persona.! hatred could suggest, was heaped upon his head; 
but the topico principally relied upon, and which could not be disputed, so 
far from being a repl'O&Cb, are the very grounds on which his reputation 
88 a. wise and faithlul minister must ever rest. That he was not aernpulous 
in the application of publio money is undoubted; but the charge of parsonaJ 
peoulation, by whioh the vindictive rage of his enemi .. oought his life lUI 

well as his honour, not ouly failed, but i. disoredited by the fact that he 
died largely in debt. The really vulnerable parts of his charact.", were 
never attacked. The evil example of hi. private life; his utter oontempt 
of de"ornm; the pl'flY~rhiRl gl'OAAnAM of h;R ronl'el'Mt.inn. And t.he llAno. 
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<lical debaucheries of Houghton, which we", the talk of the whole county 
-eJ\ th ... passed uuc .... ured. Th. truth is that the habite and mllllll.rs 
of Walpole we,.. congeuial to the coarseness and depr&vity of the tim.s." 

WILLIAM PULTENEY. 
(1682-1764.) 

A Powerful Speuer.-Sir Robert Walpole said of his great rival 
that he feared Pulteney's tongue more than another man's sword; and his 
eharaeter .. & debater w .. thus drawn by Speaker Onslow, who waa also 
a political oppouent: .. H. had the most popular parte for public speaking 
that I .ver kne .. ; animatiug .very subject of popularity with the spirit 
and fire that tha orators of the ancient eommouwcalthe governed the 
people by; ...... &a c\asaical and eloquent in tha speech .. h. did not pre
pare, as they were in the most studied compositions; mingling wit and 
pleasantry, and the application even of little stories, so properly to affect 
his hearers, that he would overeat the best argumentation in the world, 
and win people over to his aidc, often against their own convictions, by 
makiDg ridiculous that truth they were inIluenced by before, and makiDg 
80m. men to be afraid and ashamed of being thought within the meaning 
of some bitter expression of his, or within the Ia.ugh that generally went 
through the town at any memorable stroke of his wit." 

A I'lIol"Cical mustra.tion,-Pulteney's speech against Walpole's 
Excise Bill gives us an e:u.mple of his bumour. U I must say," he re. 
marked, .. that the honourable gentleman haa been of Iato mighty bouutiful 
and liberal in his olfers to the public. He baa been so gracious .. to aak 
us, • Will you have • land tax of two shillinga in the pouud P a land tax 
of on. shilling in the pouud P or will you hav. no land tax at all P Will 
you hav. your debte paid P Will you have th.m soon paid P Tell me but 
what you want. let me but know how you can be made easy. and it shall 
be done for you.' These are most generous offers; but there is something. 
so very .xtraordinary, .. fereical in them, that really I can hardlymeiltion 
them without laughing. It pute me in mind of the etory of Sir Epicure 
Mammon in the • Alchymist.' He was gulled of his money by fin. pro
mises; ha "as promiaad tha philosopher's etone, by which h ....... to gat 
mountoina of gold and .verything elee h. eonld deaire; but all .nded .t 
last in 80m. little thing for curing the it,h." 

A Koratian Bet.-On February 11th, 1741, Sandy. informed 
Walpole in the Honea of Commons that ha should, on the following 
Friday. bring &n accusation of several articles against him. The minister. 
who received the intimation with great dignity and composure, imme
diately rose, thauked him for his notice. and. after requesting a candid 
and impartial hearing, deeJared that ha would not fail to attend tho 
House, as he was not conscious of any crime to deserve ac:cusation. Ho 
laid his hand on his breast, and said, with some emotion-

It Nil oonaoire aibi, nulli polleBoere oulpa" 

Pulten.yobserved that the right honourable gentleman'. logic and Latin 
were eqUAlly inaccnrat.e, and declared he had misquoted Horace, who llad 

12 



116 ANECDOTAL HISTORY OJ' PARLIAMENT. 

writton "ull& pall ........ ulpa. The minister defended his quotation. 
and, Pulteney repeating his a.ssertiOD, he offered a wager of a guinea. 
Pulteney accepted the chaJIenge. and referred the decision of the dispute 
to the minister's friend, Nicholas Hardinge, clerk of the House, a man 

· distiogoished for claseical erudition. Hardinge decided againet Walpole; 
the gnioea was immediately thrown to Polteney. who caught it. and 
holding it up to the Honse exclahned. "It is the only money I heve 
received from the Treasury for many yearS, and it shall be the last."
Coze's " Life oj Walpole." The identical guinea may now be seen in the 
Medal Room of the British Museum. with the following memorandum in 
the handwriting of Polteney :-" This gainea I.desire may he kept as an 
heir-loom. It was won of Sir Robert Walpole in the Honee of Commons. 
h. assorting the verse in Horace to bo ""lIi pallesc .... culp .... whereas I 
laid the wager of a guinea that it was 1WlU pallescere culp€f.. Be sent 
for the book. and. boing convinced that he hod lost. gave me this gnioea. 
I told hhn I conld toke the money without any blush on my side. but 
bolieved it was the only money he ever gave in the House, where the 

· giver and receiver ought not eqnally to blneh. This gnioea, I hope. will 
prove to my postority the use of knowing Latin. and encourage them in 

· their leaming." 
Keyhole Tactics.-On the 21st January. 1742 (writes COU). Pul

teney made the celebrated motion for referring to a secret committtee tho 
papers relatiog to the war. which hod been already presented to the House. 
A.. this motion involved in it numerous chergea againat the conduct of the 
war, stated the necessity of a parliamentary inquiry, and brought on per
sonal invectives against the minister, Sir Robert Walpole took a consider
ahle share in the debate. and waa roused to the utmost exertions. The 
motion was negatived by a majority of ooly three. in the fullest house 
knOWD. for many years, for 503 members voted. The eJforts were 80 great 
on both sides that numbers were brought in from the chambor of sickn .... 
Soveral voted in that condition on the aide of opposition; but some who 
intended t.o have supported the minister were prevented from appeariug 
at the division. They hod been placed in an adjoining apartment. belong
ing to Lord Walpole 88 auditor of the Exchequer, which communicated 
with the honse. The adversaries. aware of this fnct.ruled the keyhole of 
the door with dirt and sand. which prevented their admiasion into the 
house till the division was over. On this occasion, 88 General Churchill 
was sitting next to the Prince of Wales, who W8S in the Bouse of 
Oommons to bear the debate. a member was bl'OUght in who had lost the 
use of his limbs. II So, U says the prince, U I see you bring in tho ll\me, 
the halt, and tho blind!' II Y 88/' replied the general, II the lame on our 
aide, and the blind on yours." 

Disparaging the Pee1'8.-" When I heTe Inroed out Sir Robort 
Walpole," remarked :Pulteney on one occasion, U I will retire into that 
hospital for invalids, the House of Peers." Ho afterwards entered the 
" hospital" aa Earl of Bath. 

Turning the Key on Him.-For iii. earldom (ohocrve. Ewald) 
Pulteney lind but to thnnk iii. old enemy. Walpole luul prompted tho 
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Xing to offer the leader of the Opposition a coronet, a.nd P.1teney had 
suecumbed to the proposal.. Soon after his refusal of offiee, however, 
he wished to decline the honour, hut Walpole, w.n aware how public 
opinion would 'Vie .. the m&tter, ad'Vieed the King to inei&t upon its 
origiual acceptance. ··1 remember," writes Horace Walpole, .Imy 
father's action and words when he returned from court and told me what 
he had done-' I have turned the k.y of the cloeet on him!' m&king that 
motion with hiB hand." It iB said that wh.n Pulten.y rec.ived the patent 
of hiB .... tion .. Earl of Bath h. lIong the parchment down and trampled 
upon it. 

hsignUlc ..... t lIIEeJI..-By the fall of Walpol., Lord Bath enjoyed 
for 80m. daye a kind of eovereign pow.r. But h. mined his eharaeter, 
and, from a most glorious eminence, sank down to a degree of contempt. 
Th.1iret tim. Sir Robert (who waa now Earl of Orford) m.t him in the 
Bonae of Lorda, h. threw out this reproach: !' My Lord Bath, you and I 
are now two 88 insignificant men 88 any in England.It_Dr. King' • 
•• Anecdote.." 

l'1I.1"ty Bel .. tioDS.-On the resignation of Sir Robert Walpol. in 
1742, the forma.tion of an administration was, at his suggestion, offered to 
Pulteney, on condition tha.t no prosecution should be instituted against 
the late minister. To this condition Pulten.y declin.d to agree, .. ying, 
er Even should my inclination induce me to accede to these terms, yet it 
might not be in my power to fulfil my engagem.nt, the heads of parties 
being like the beads of snskes, which are carri.d on by thAi. t&ila." 

HENRY PETJIAM, 
(1696-1754.) 

Kia Inwepidity.-In th.d.hate. on the ExciBe Bill,in Mareh,1733, 
P.lham warmly enpportad thet m.aaure, in defiance of party and popular 
clamour. During this period of agitation h. not only d.f.nd.d the 
Mi.nister (Walpole) in Parliament, but on one occasion evinced his 
p.reonal atteehm.nt by an set of great intrepidity. Afler the last debate 
on the bill, .. Sir Robert Walpol. waa paaaing through the lobby of the 
House of OommOllS, accompanied by Mr. Pelham. he was surrounded by a 
clamorous mob, not of rabble, but of well-dreBBed persons. When the 
two friends had nearly reached the stepe leading to Alic.'. coffe.·ho .... 
.. ..., individuals seized Sir Rob.rt'. cloak, and, aa the collar wso tightly 
fastened, n.arly str .... gl.d him. At this mom.nt of dang.r Mr. P.lham 
sttaoked the aaaail&ote, push.d Sir Robert into the p .... g. leeding to the 
coffee-house, and, drawing his aword, stationed himself at the entrance, 
Helaiming in a firm and determined. tone, (I Now, gentlemen, who will be: 
the 1iret to fall P " This spirited d.fianc. ov.rawed the aaaail&nle, whe . 
quietly dispersed.-Ooze'a U Pelham Adminiatration." The archdeacon 
adds in a foot-note that the above is & correct version of the occurrence, 
which was inaccurately given in his II Memoirs of Sir Robert Walpole." 

JI. l'osthumous lIIEa.ledictioD.-Th. principal articl. of the W oy. 
II!d Means in 1752 waa the land tax, which the Minister (Mr. Polham). 
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entert"ined hopes of reducing to the ordinary rate of two shillings in th'; 
pound. He discovered, however, that this reduetion eonld not be effected 
without tron.hing on the sinking fund, and thus depreeiating the public> 
securities .. Bnd therefore he determined to continue the tax at three 
shillings. This resolution was resisted by some violent members. whom 
Lord Orford ll8l'Castically IA!rms .. the asd refuse of all the last Opposi
tion," who conlA!nded that the land was already too much burdened to 
admit of the continuance of a tsx at three ohillings. Mr. Pelham and hia 
adherents, in reply, alluded to the great rise in the value of land, which, 
they said, rendered reduction unnecessary. The arguments and iDfluenee 
of the Miniater prevailed, and the resolution was carried in the committoo 
by 176 against 50. On the report the opposition was still more feeble i 
and Mr. Sydenhsm concluded a apsech which closed the diacuasion, by .. 
ludierous porody of the well·known epitaph on Sir John Vanbrugh, which 
he appUed to Mr. Pelhem-

fC Lie heavy on him, Icmd, for he 
Lo.id maJl7 • heavy load on thee!' 

The resolution was finally adopted by a majority of 58 against 19.
Ibid. 

THE FIRST DUKE OF NEWCASTLE. 
(1693-1768.) 

The Duke ana the I.eaclership of the CommoDS.-The Duke 
became First Lord of the Treaaury on the death of hia brother, Henry 
Pelhem, in 1754. He had some difficulty in finding a leader of the Honse 
of Commons, and opaned negotiations with Hanry Fox, afterwsrds Lord 
Holland. Mae.olay wrilA!o : .. The proposition which he made was that Fox 
should be Secretary of State, with the lead of the Honse of Commons; thet 
tho disposal of the secret service money~r, in plain words, the business 
of buying members of Parliament-ahould be left to the First Lord of the 
Treasury; but thet Fox ehould be exactly informed of the way in whieh 
tbia fund was employed. To these conditions Fox .... nted. But the next 
day everything was in confusion. N ewcRstle had changed hia mind. Th. 
eonversa.tion which took place between Fox and the duke is one of the most 
curious in English history. • My brother: said Neweaatle, • when he was 
at the Treasnry, never lold anybody what he did wit·h the aacret serrie" 
money. No more wU1 I.' The answer was obvious. Pelham had been 
not only First Lord of the Treasnry, but alao manager of the Honse of 
Oommo .. ; and it was therefore nonec.......,. for him to conlide to any 
other person hia dealings with the members of that House. • But how, 
aid Fox. I can I lead in the Oommons without information an thie head P
How can I talk to gsntlemen when I do not know whiob of them he .... 
received gratifications and which have not P And who: he continued •• is 
to have the disposal of places P' • I mysell,' said the duke. • How then 
am Itomanage the House of CommonsP' 'Oh, l.t the members of th&. 
House of Oommons come to me I' Fox then mentioned the general
election which was approaching, and asked how the minialA!rial boroughs 
were to be lUled np. .' Do not trouble yoursell,' said N ewoaatle; • that i& 
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all •• ttl.iI.' This was too much for human usturs to bear. Fox refos.d 
to accept the Secrstaryship of State on such terms; and the duke confided 
the lll&U8g'ement of the House of Commons to a dull, hsrm1... man, 
whose name is almost forgot,ten in our time, Sir Thomas Robinson. t Sir 
Thomas Robinson lead us !' said Pitt to FOL (The duke might 88 well 
send his jack-beot to lead ue.''' 

A Living Caric .. ture.-Thers is 8O .... ely any publio mlUl in our 
history of whose manners and eonversstion ao many particulars hove been 
prsserved. Single .torie. moy be unfounded or exsggarsted. But all the 
stories about him, whether told by people who were perpetually seeing 
him in Parlisment and attending his levee in Lineolu's Inn-fields, or by 
<hub·stroet writers who never bud more than a glimpse of his star 
through the windo.... of his gilded coach, ars of the same chsrscter. 
Horace W ulpole and Smollstt diltered in their tastes and opinions as much 
&8 two human beinga could diJfer. They kept quite diJferent society. 
Walpole played at cards with countosses, and ."rresponded with ambos
esdors. Smollett passed his life surrounded by printers' devils and 
famished .cribblers. Yet Walpole'. duke and Smollott'. duks are as 
like as if they were beth from one band. Smollett'. Newcastle runs out 
of his dressing.room with his face covered with .. apsude to embrsce the 
Moorish envoy. Walpole'. Newcastle puehe. his way into the Duks of 
Grafton'. sick room to kiss the old nobleman'. plasters. No man was .. 
unmercifully satirised. But in truth he was himself a satire ready made. 
All thst the art of the eetirist does for other men, naturs bud done for him. 
Whatever was absurd about him stood out with grotesque prominence 
from the rest of the chsrscter. He was a living, moving, talking carica. 
turs. His gait was a shulliing trot; his uttersnce a rspid stutter; he was 
always in & hurry; he was never in time; he abounded in fulsome C&l'esses 
and in hysterical tesrs. His orstory reaembled that of JUBtice Shallow. 
It 1r8S nonsense effervescent with animal spirits and impertinence. Of 
his ignorance many- anecdotes remain, some well authenticated, some 
probably invented at coffee-house., but all exquisitely chsrscteristic. 
"Oh-ye ..... yee-to be eure-Annapolis must be defended-troop. must 
be eant to Annapolis-Pray where is Annapolis P" "Cape Breton an 
island! wonderful !-show it me on the map. So it is, sure enough. My 
dear sir, you always bring us good new.. I mUBt go and tell the King 
that Cape Breton is an island." And this man was, during nearly thirty 
years, Secrstery of State, and, during near ten ycars, Firet Lord of the 
Treasury !-Macaulay on Horau Waipoz". Somebody BBid t'other dey, 
U Yet sure the Duke of Newcastle does not want parts." fI No:' replied 
Lord Talbot, "for he has done without them for forty ye.rs."-Walpoz,,'. 
Letler. to Mann; 

THE EARL OF HAEDWICKE. 
(1690-1764.) 

A Distinguishecl Juclge.-Sir Philip Yorke, who has previously 
been referred to as Attorney-General in Sir Robert Walpole'. Adminis. 
trBtion, was mode Lord Chief J notice of the King'. Bench in 1733, and· 
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• reated a peer by the title of Baron Hardwieke. Being afterwards 
elevated to the woolseck. he rema.in.d Lord Chancellor for twenty yee ... 

. and he is distinguieh.d ee never having had a d •• ision revereed, and only 
three .ven appe&led against. 

V....,. l'erempto.,..-On the day. writee Oampbell, that Lord Talbot 
died (Feb. 14th. 1737). the great .. al ..... d.livered up by his .... utors 
into the banda of Goorge II. Lord Hardwick. ..... now regard.d as 
d •• id.dly the moat neefnl man to be introdu.ed into the Oabinet. and to 
preside on the woolseck as Ohancellor. But. there heing .. m. diJliClllty 
.. to the accompanying arrang.mente. the great aea1 remained for • 
whol. week in the personal cnetodyof the King. Meanwhil •• ee Par1is
ment was Bitting, and there was no Lord Cha.ncellor or Lord Keeper, it 
wee necessary to provide a Speaker for the House of Lorde. and the great 
eeaJ. while in the King's p ...... ion. wee (80mewhat irreguln.rly) put to a 
commission authorising Lord Hardwicke to act in that .apecity. He 
accordingly did act for .. v.raJ daya as Sp.aker. without being Ohancenor. 
During this interval it is related that Walpole. resisting 80me of Hard. 
wicke's demande. aeid to him by way of threat ... I must olfer the su to 
Fazakerly I" II Fazakerly I" exclaimed Hardwicko." impossible! he is 
certainly a Tory-perhaps a Jacobite! II U It's all very true." coolly 
replied Sir Robert. taking out his watch; .. but if by one o·.leek you do 
not accept my offer, Fazakerly, by two, becomes Lord Keeper, and one 
of the stan.hest Whige in all England." The bargain ..... immediately 
.Ioaed. and Lord Hardwieke was .ontented with the promise that tha 
nen Tenerahip should be bestowed upon his .. n. 

Titles .... d TrappiDga.-The Earl of Hardwi.ke had bean 80 

long known and spoken of as Lord Chan.enor. that many of his 
friende even had forgotten his ordinary title. Upon his first appearance 
at the royall.vee after his resignation (1756) he wee announ.ed as tha 
Earl of Hardwi.ke. but the King. with whom he had been much in 
favour. not. re.ognising the title. merely replied by his usual cold 
question. It How long has his lordship· been in town P II When he 
advanced. the alteration in his appearan.e canoed by the abeenc. of the 
wig and robes .ompl.ted the d.lnaion; the Earll.ft the preeence •• hambar 
without being .. cogoised by tha master whom he had aerved 80 long.
Cooke'. If Hidory 0/ Party." 

THE EARL OJ!' lIU1'E. 
(1718-1702.) 

Au. Unpopular Minister.-The First Lord of tha Treasury ( .. ya 
M •• au1ay) W&8 detested by many as a Tory. by many as a favourite. and by 
many ee a Scot. He oould hardly walk the streete in safety without 
disguising him .. lf: A gentleman who died not many yeara ago noed to 
say that he once recognised the favourite earl in the piaaa of Oovent 
Garden. mnftled in a large .oat. and with a hat and wig deawn down over 
his brows. His lordship'. established type with the mob was & jackboot 
-a wretched pun on his Ohristian name and title. A jackboot. generallJ:' 
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.. companied by a petticoat, was sometimes fastened on a gallo ... s, and 
sometimes committed to tbe Jlames • 

.. Blood Full of Prerogative."-In a conversation with Boswell 
in 1775, Dr. Johnson thus anmmed up the charact..r of the Earl of Bute, 
who, whan Prime Minieter in 1762, hsd put J ohuson on the pension 
list: CI Our several :ministers in this reign have outbid each other in con
cessions to the people. Lord But.., though a very honourable num-a 
man who meant well, a man who had his blood full of prerogative-was 
a theoretiea.J. statesman, a book-minister, and thought the count.,. could 
be governed by the influence of the Crown alone." He went on to say, 
II There is DOW DO prime minister: there is only an agent for government 
in the Ronee of Commons. We are governed by tbe Cabinet, but the .. 
is DO one head there since Sir Robert Walpole's time!' 

A lII[inute &an Speech.-Lord Bute delivered a epeech in favour 
of the Cider Bill in tbe Ronee of Lords, on the 28th March, 1763, in reply 
to Lord Hardwicke, who opposed the meaaure. His delive.,. on this 
occasion was 80 particularly slow and solemn' that Charlea Towushend, 
&tanding on the stepe of tbe throne, ea.J.Ied out, in an audible whisper, 
,. Minute guns l" II These/' says Lord. Campbell,. "might be considered 
as announcing the funeral of Lord Bute's Ministry." 

WIT,TUM PITr, EARL OF CHATHAM. 
(1708-1778.) 

'.rhe Terrible Cornet.-The antngoulat whom William Pitt first 
encountered, on his entering into public life (after having .. rved in the 
Bluee), was the veteran Wslpole, who instinctively dreaded him the 
moment he heard his voice, and exclaimed, " We muet muzzle thet 
terrible comet of horse! "-Lord Brougham'." 8tatumen..JJ 

Chatham's l'ersoD&!. Chara.cteristica.-Thoee who eaw him in 
his doesy (writes Macaulay)-when his heslth was broken, when his mind 
w .. untuned, when he had bean removed from that stormy aaeembly of 
which he thoroughly knew the temper, and over which he poaaeaaed un
bounded in1Inence, to & small, a torpid, and an 1IDfriendly andience--eay 
that his speaking was then, for the most part, & low, monotonous mutter.· 
ing, audible only to thoee who sat cl ... to him; that when violently 
excited he sometimes raised his TOice for & few minutes. but that it 800n 

eaok again into an unintelligible murmur. Such..... tbe Earl of 
Chatb&m; but such was not William Pitt. His figure, when he first 
appeered in Parliament, ..... strikingly graceful and commanding, his 
features high and noble, his eye full of me. His voice, even when it eaok 
to a whisper, was heard to the remotest bench .. ; and when he strained it 
to ite full extent, the sound roee like tbe swell of an organ of & great 
cathedral, shook the houee with ite peal, and was heard through lobbies 
and down ateireaBea to the Court of &questa and the precincte of 
Weatminater Hsll. He cultivated all thcee emineut advaotegea with tbe 

. meet aaaiduona care. His action is deacribed by & ve.,. malignant 
obee.... as equal to that of Garrick. Hie play of countenance was 
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wonderfnl; he frequently disconcerted a. hostile orator by a single glance 
of indignation or Bcorn. Every tone, from the impassioned cry to th8 
thrilling &side, was perfeetly at his e<>mmand. It i. by no meons impro
bable tbat the pains which he took to improve his great personal advan
tages had, in some respects, a prejudicial operation. and tended to nourish 
in him that paa.ion for the.trical effect whish was one of the most con' 
spicuous blemishes in his cha1'8Cter. 

Kia Zmposing lIIIlmIler.-In his earlier time, his whole manner ili 
represented as having been beyond conception animated and imposing: 
Indeed, the things which ba effccted principally by meons of it, or at least 
which nothing but" moat striking aod commaoding tone could bave mode 
it poasible to attempt, aImoat excead belief. Some of the.. aaIlies are, 
indeed, exampl .. of tbat approach mode to the ludicroua by the aublimo 
which hoe been charged upon him as a prevailiug fault. It is related tbat 
once, in the Hoose of Commons, he began a. speech with the words~ 
U Sugar, Mr. Speaker."~d then, observing 8. smile to pervade the 
audience. he paused. looked fiercely around, and with a. loud voice. rising 
in ita DOtes and swelliug into vehement anger, he is said to have pro: 
DOunced again the word co Sugar! u three times; and having thus queUed 

" tho House, aod extinguished every apJlO"l'I'Dce of levity or laughtar, turned 
round aod diadainfally seked, "Who will langh at sngar now P ' .. -
Brougham'. " BtateamfJn." 

:PiziDg .. Charge.-On ODe oceasion Chatham said, "Who are the 
eril advisera of his Majesty P I would .. y to them, Is it yon P Is it yon P 
Is it you P" (pointing to tba ministers, until he came near Lord Maosfield). 
There were eeverallorda -around him, and Lord Chatham said, II My lords~· 
pI .... to take your seata." When they had .. t down, he pointed to Lord 
Mans6eld, and said, fI Is it yon P Methink. Feliz trembles." 

CompelliJlg • Betract&tioD.-Cbarlcs" Butler relat.. that Mr. 
Moremn, the Chief Justice of Chester, bappaoed to .. y in the Honse, 
n King, Lorda, and Commons, or (directing his eye towarda Pitt), aa tbat 
right honourable member would call them, COmm9118, Lords, and King." 
PHt arose with great deliberation, and called to order. "I have/' he said; 
" beard freqnently in thia Honse doctrin .. which bave snrpriaed me; but 
now my blood runs cold. I desire the worda of the honourable member 
may be taken down." The clerks of the House wrote the words. "Bring 
them to me," aaid Pitt, in his loudest voice. By this time Mr. Moreton 
was frightened out of his seuea. If Sir/' he said, addresaing himself to 
the Speaker, "I am lOrry to have given any offence to the right honour
Rble member or to the Honse. I meant nothing. King, Lord., and 
Commona-Lords, King, and Common&-Commons, Lords, and King; 
tria Juncta m tmf). I meant nothing; indeed, I meant nothing." "I 
don't wish to push the matter further'-' said Pitt. CI The moment a man 

• Mr. Diameli wrote, m hiB fl Life of Bentinok I It CI Sugar wu au. article of' 
colonial produoe wblah had been embatTM8iDg'1 if not fatal, to many govern .. ' 
manti. Strt.nge that. muufaatore .... hlob channa illfllDOJ' and 800thee old age 
ahould 10 frequentq oooaaiOD politioaJ. dilUllter."' 
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acknowledges his error, h. ceases to be guilty. I have a great regard for 
the honourable member. and, as au. instance of that regard. I give- him 
this advice: whenever that member means nothing, I recommend him. to 
say nothing." 

Chatham ..,,4 the l"rench Minister,-A letter published in the 
II Grenville Papers," from Mr. Jenkinson to Mr. Grenville, June 23rd, 
1761, cont&ins the following passage: II Bussi is horrified with Mr. Pitt's 
))resenee, which makes him act in the manner he does." The editor of 
the Pape .. adds, "In one of Stanley's most secret lette .. to Mr. Pitt, h. 
says, I M. de Bussi was nominated minister at our court before the 
expedition against Belleisle was even thought of here. When the Duo 
de Choiseul informed me of the awe with which he was &truck by you, 
he aaid he was not surprised at it-car Ie patwre diable Iremblait de peur 
en partan!; he was 80 much frightened that he wrote for a passport to 
retorn. The Due 9howed me this request in his own hnnd-the Due W&8 

with the King, a.t Marli, when he received it. His reflection upon it was: 
I Apparem.ment, sire, !lv'il a ~lu. a M. Pitt, qui l'aura fait lauter pat" 
les/enetre&.' I replied, t Je n'auraiB pal trouve bon dans ce caa de faire 
la m.8rM ga:m1Jllil£ par manwe de repre.ailCu.' " 

Peremptory Ordera.-Earl Rnseell writes of Pitt, .. H. com· 
manded his expeditions against France by placing a .heet of paper over 
the orde .. he gave, and leaving at the bottom of the page on which they 
were written only room for the signatures of the Lords of the Admiralty." 
And again, .. My grandfather, Lord Torrington, told me that the 1iret 
William Pitt sent a mososnger to the Admiralty that the Channel Beet 
must eaU on the Tueadsy following. The Board of Admiralty .. owered 
that it was impossible that the Beet could be ready by Tuesday. Mr. Pitt 
rejoined that in that case he should recommend to the King to 118me & 

no'" Board of Admiralty. The Channel Beet eaUed on the Tueaday." 
His Orator:y.-Macaulay observea, in his essay on Chatham," He' 

W'88 no speaker of set speeches. His few prepared discourses were com
plete failnree. The elaborate penegyric which he pronoUllced on-GellOral . 
Wolfe was considered 88 the very worst of all his performances. • No· 
man,' says a critic who had often heard him. I ever knew 80 little what he
was going to say.' Indeed, his facility amounted to a vice. He was not 
the master, but the slave of his own speech. So little .. If.command hod· 
be when oneo he felt the impulae, that he did not like to take Part in • 
debate when his mind was fnll of 8Il important .ecret of state. ' I must 
sit still,' he onee said to Lord Shelburne on such an occasion; I for. when: 
once I am up, everything that is in my mind comes out.' "-Lord Brougham: 
remarks, II He was prolix in the whole texture of his discou1'se, and he was 
certainly the 1iret who introduced into 0Ilr Senate the practice, adopted 
in the American War by Mr. Burke, BOd continued by othere, of long 
.peoch_eches of two 8Ild three hours-by which oratory has gained 
little, and business less."-Grattan said, II I heard him several times when 
I was at the Temple-on the Ameriem War, on the King's speech in 
1770, BOd on the privilege. of Parliament. He was very great, and very 
odd. He spoke in a style of oonversation; not, however, what I eIpoctedj_ 



1240 ANEODOTAL HISTORY OJ' PARLIAMENT. 

it was not a speech, tor he Dever eame with 8 prepared harangue. Hia 
style was not regular oratory, like Cicero or Demosthenes, but it was very 
fine and very elevated. He appeared mare like a grave character advising 
than mingling in the debate. His gesture was alwaY" graceful; he WlIB 

an incomparable actor. Had it not been 80, it would bave appeared ridi
"ulans. His address to the tepestry" and to Lord Effingham's memory 
required a fine actor, and he was that actor." 

Employment of Inclia.ns by Chatham.-The Earl of Chatham's 
famous speech against the employment of Indians in the war with tho 
AmeriC&D colonies, was followed by his adversaries (SOOD afterwards, if not 
at the time) with the retort that he himself had employsd Indians in • 
similar conllict. The following particulars were commnnieated to Lord 
Brougham by" a most accomplished and venerable person, the ornament 
of a former age," and appear in an appendix to the U Sketches of: States
men of the Time of George ill" :-" The very same thing had been done 
in the former war carried on in Canada, by his authority and under his 
own immot!iato superintendence; the French had arraysd a tribe of the .. 
'Bavsge warriors against us, and we, without seruple, arrayed another 
Rgainst them. This he thought fit to deny in the moot positive manner, 
"'though the ministers 01rored to produoe doonmento written by himself 
that proved it, from among tho papers at the Secretary's office. A warm 
debate aneued, and at length Lord Amherst, the general who commanded 
our troops in that Canadian war, W88 00 londly appea1ed to on all sid .. , 
that it compelled him to rioe, and most unwillingly (for he greatly respected 
Lord Chatham) falter out a fe ... warde; enough, however, to .. knowledge 
the ~ fact admitted generally, and even assumed by the Opposition 
larde who spoke afterwards. They .. emed to lay the question quietly by, 
as far 88 it concerned Lord Chatham's veraeity, and only insisted upon 
"the di1!erence between the two wara-the one foreign, the other chi!; 
arguing, also, that wo might havo been under 80me Jleoessity of using 
reta1iation, since the French certainly first began the prootice 00 jnstly 
abhorred. The A,."ual Regilt ... for 1777 states that Mr. Burke took the 
same conroe in the House of Commone. Upon hosring whet had peased 
in the House of Lords, Lord Bute ""claimad with astonishment, • Did 
Pitt really deny it P Why, I have letters of his still by me, singing 10 
P ....... over the advantegoa we gained through our Indian alii ... ' Could 
what he thus said have been untrue, when it was a1moot a ooliloquy spoken 
rather before than to his wife and deughtere, the only persons preeent P 
The letters he mentioned wore neither official nor confidential, but ouch 
COmmon noies 88 might peas between him and Lord Ohatham while still 
upon a footing of some intimROY. It must be obeorved thet, in 1777, Lord 
:Bute hed long withdrawn from all political connections, lived in great 

• "I inTake the ,.,uno of the Oonstitotion. From the tapeotrJ thai ado .... 
thele walla the immortal a.noeator of WI noble lord frown. with indigna.tion at 
the cliIgt'M8 of hit country. In nin did he defend the Uberty. and eatahliah the 
:religion of Britain. llgainat the t;yra.nn,. of Rome, if thea. worse tha.n Popilh 
crrue1tiel a.nd inquisitorial. pmotioea are eudurod a.mong u..n-P.,ww.1a. fI9tI'",I tM 
B"'Jtloti""'" oj Iudi"", in. the War U"ith Ameritta. 
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retirement, and had DO intercourse whatever with the people then in 
power." 

Strong Terms respecting a King's Speech.-The Speech from 
tbe Throne in 1770, respecting tbe affair of Falkland'. Island, bad.tated 
that tha Spanish GoVllrmnent bad disowned the act of its ollieer. Lord 
Chatham said: "There never was a more odious, a more infamous false~ 
bood impoaed on a great nation. It degradea the King, it immltB tbe 
Parliament. His Majesty bas been advised to affirm an abeoluto falsebood. 
My Lords, I beg yaor attention, and I hope I shall be nnderstood ... hen I 
repeat that it is an abeolute, a pe\peble falsehood. The King of Spain 
disowno the thief, while he loa.... him nnpnnished, and profits by his 
theft. In rolgar English, he is the reeei",r of stolen goods, and .hould 
be treated aecordingly." . 

The Dignity of the House of Commons.-Henry Fox, writing 
to Lord Hartington on the .ubject of the Berwick election in 1754, at 
which Wilkee, althongh nnsnccess!ul, spent between 30001. and 40001., 
oayo' "Mr. WJ!keo, a friend it eeome of Pitt'., petitioned againot the 
younger Delaval, chose at Berwick, on aceount of bribery only. The 
younger De\aval made a specch on his being thus attaekad, foll of wit, 
humour, and buffoonery, which kept the House in a continued roar of 
langhter. Mr. Pitt came down from the gallery and took il up in his bigheot 
tone of dignity. He .... astonisbad when he heard whet bad been tho 
oceaoion of their mirtb. W .. the dignity of the Honse of Commona 01> 

80 8IIl'e foundationa that they might ventnrs themselves to .hake it P Had 
it not;. on the eontrary, by gradations, been dimjnjshjng for years, till now 
we were brought to the very brink of the precipice, where, if ever, 
a stand must be made P"-Lord Waldegt-ew6'. "Mem.oW8." 

..I. Forecast of Bsform.-In a debate on the right of Parliament 
to tax the American colonies, in December, 1765, Pitt made the following 
remarks: "There is an idea. in some that the colonies are virtually repre
sented in the House. I would fain know by whom an American is. 
rep .... nted here. Is he represented by any bight of the shire, in any 
county in this kingdom P Would to God thot respectsble rep .... ntstion 
w .. augmented to a groater numbsr. Or will you tell me that he is repre. 
sented by any representative of a borongh P ....... borougb whicb, perhaps, 
its own representatives never saw P This is what is called the rotten part 
of the Conatitotion. It cannot oontin11l> a .entnry. If it does not drop, 
it must bs amputated. The idea of a virto&l rep .... ntstion of Ameri .. in 
this Honae is the moot contemptible idea thet evercntered into the head of 
a man. It does not deserve a serious refutation." 

stabbing the Conatitution.-In the debate (May lot,1770) which 
arose on Lord Marchmont's famous midnight motion, U That any inter. 
f.renee of the Lords respecting the Middl.sex election would bs uncon
stitutional," Lord Ohatham exclaimed, rc If the Oonstitution must be 
wounded, let it not receive its mortal .lab at this dark and midnight 
hour!' 

..I. Confession of :Brrol'.-No one (writes Coxe) can suspect Pitt 
of paying. tribnte of applanse to Ih. memory of Walpole from mean and, 
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.adulatory motive.; yet even he observed, in the H01l88 of CommoDB, that 
Sir Robert Walpole was a. very able minister. Perceiving several members 
laugh, he added, U The more I refleet on my conduct the more I blame 
myself for opposing the Excise Bill;" md then concluded by saying. with 
his u.sual energy, II Let those who are ashamed to confeBS their en'OrB 
laugh out. Can it he deemed adulation to praies a minister who is no 
more P" The whole House seemed abashed. and became silent. 

The .. Gentle Shephe>:d."-Dashwood'. fuumcial ststement (1762) 
had been confused and absurd beyond belief, and had been received by the 
House with roars of laughter. He had sense enough to be conscious of 
his unfitness for the high situation which he held, and exclaimed, in a 
eomical lit of dcspsir, .. What shall I do P The boys will point at me in 
the street, rmd cry, . There goes the worst Chancellor of the Exchequer 
that ever was.' JJ George Grenville came io the rescue, and spoko 
atnmgly on his favourite theme, the profusion with which the late war 
had been carried on. That profusion, he said, had made taxes nee .... ry. 
Re called on the gentlemen opposite to him to .. y where they wonld ha •• 
a tax laid, and dwelt on this topic with his usual prolWty. "Let thcm 
tell me where," he repeated in a monotonous and somewhat fretful tone. 
eI I sa.y. sir, let them tell me where. I repeat it, sir; I am. entitled to say 
to them, Tell me where." Unluckily for him, Pitt had come down to the 

. house thet night, and had been bitterly provoked by the relIectioDB 
.thrown on the war. He revenged himself by murmuring, in a whine 
rcaembling Grenyille's, a line of a well~1mown song, .. Gentle shepherd, 
tell me where." U If," cried Grenville, .. gentlemen are to be treated in 
this way --" Pitt, as was his fashion when he meant to mark extreme 
contempt, rose deliberately, made his bow, and walked out of the house, 
leaving his brother~in-law in convulsions of rage, and everybody else in 
convolaioDB of laughter. It was long before Grenville lost the nickname 
of tho Gentle Shepherd.-Macaula!!'. E.Ba!! ... Chatham. 

A Clinical Conault&tion.-Mr. Pitt'. plan when he had the gout 
was to han no /ire in hi. room, but to l08d himself with bed·clothes. At 
his house at Hayes he slept in a long room, at nne end of which was hi. 
hed, and his lady'. at the other. His way was, when he thought tbe 
Duke of N eweastle had fallen into any mistake, to .end for him and ... d 
him a lccture. The duke was seut for once, and came, when Mr. Pitt W8S 

confined to bed by the gout. There 'Was, 88 usual, no :lire in the room; 
the dsy W88 Tery chilly, and the duke, as usual, afraid of cstching cold. 
The duke first ast down on Mrs. Pitt'. bed, as the warmest plses; tben 
drew np his legs into it, as he got colder. The lecture, nnluckily, con· 
tinuing a oonsiderable time, the duke at length fairly lodged himself 
nnder Mrs. Pitt'. bed.clothes. A person from whom I had the .tory 
snddeu1y going in saw the two ministers in bed, at the two ends of the 
room, while Pitt'. long no.e and black beard, unshaved for BOme days, 
ad,lod to the geote.que nature of the .cene.-Walpoliana. 

Youth "",a Age.-There is •• tatement (write. Warburton, in I,i. 
~'Memoirs of Horace Walpole") which, baling found ita way into sRch 
an authority as II C118mUer's Debatcs," has been incorporated in wor~ 
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~_ding to historical """"T. On a debate arising out of the Bill for 
the Enoouragement and Increase of Seamen, in 1740. Pitt is represented 
.. attacking Mr. Horaeo Walpole (uncle of the more .elebrated Ho ..... ) 
for heving ventured on & reference to his yout.h. The fact is that theee 
debates were imaginary, or constructed on a very alight foundation. Dr. 
Johnson, &8 is well known, before he had obtained his colossal reputation, 
drew up fictitious report.. of what took place in the House of Commons. 
Mr. Horace Walpole having in a disoussion been severely bandied by 
Pit.t. Lytt1eton, and the Grenvilles, all of whom were much his juniors, 
Iamcnted that though he had been eo long in business 1Dung men ehould 
be found eo much better informed in political mattere than himself. He 
added that he had at least OI1e consolation in remembering that his own 
Bon, being twenty years of age, must be -as much the superior of Pitt, 
Lytt1eton, and the Grenvill .. , ae thor were wisor than himself. Pitt, 
having his Tooth thus mereilesalTlIung in hi. loce, got up in a rege, com· 
mencing, "With the greatest reveren.e to the gn>T hairs of the gentle. 
man--" but wae .topped by Mr. Walpole pulling olf his wig, and dis • 
• Iosing a grizzled poll beneath. This ex.ited very general laughter, in 
which Pitt joined with such heartiness as quite to forget his anger. 

Professional Knowledge versus lnoqueace.-Malon8, the 
editor of Shakepeare, who was in the habit of noting an .. dot .. he heard 
in society, is the authority for the following: On ODe occasion Pitt made 
a very long and able speech in the Privy Coun.il relative to eome naval 
matter. Everyone present was struck by the force of his eloquence: 
Lord Anaon, who wae no oralor, being then at the head of the Admiralty, 
and dilfering entirely in opinion from Mr. Pitt, got up, and oDIy 
sa.id these worde: U My Lords, Mr. Seeretary is very eloquent, and bas 
stated his own opinion very plausibly. I am no orator, and all I eha11 say 
is that he knows nothing at all of what he has been talking about." This 
short replT' together with the .onfidence the Coun.il had in Lord Anson'. 
professional skill, had such an e1fect on every one present that they 
immediste1y determined agsinet Mr. Pitt's propoeition.· . 

Effect of his Elevatioll to the Peerage.-Those (8&18 Macaulay) 
who had most lond and honoured the great Commoner were loudest in 
invective against the new.made Lord. London had hitherto been true to 
him through every vi.issitude. When the .itizens learned that he had 
been sent for from Somereetehlre, that he had been eloeeted with the 
King at Richmond, and that he was t6 be First Minister, they had heen 
in transport.. of joy. Preparations were made for • grand entertainment 
and for a general illumination. The lamp. had actna11T been plAced 
round the Monument, when the G...t!. announ.ed that the objeot of all 
this enthruriasm wae an Earl. Instantly the feast wae countermanded, 
The lamps were taken down. The newopapsre raisod the roar of obloquy. 
Pamphlets, made np of calnmnT and scnrrility, !iIIed the ehop. of all 
the booksellere. • . It wae now the fashion to .ompare the two 
Willisms, Willism Pulteney and Willism Pitt. Both, it was said, had, bT 
.Ioqu .... e and simulated pstrioti.m, acquired a great ascendancy in the 
House of Commons and in tho country. Both had been entrusted with 
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tho offic. of reforming the Government. Both had. when at the height of 
pOW8l' and popnlarity". been .ednc.d b,. the splendour of the coron.t. 
Both had heen mad. earlo. and both had .t onc. become obj.cts of 
aversion and 8corn to the nation which & few hours before had regarded 
them with a1fection and veneration. The clomour against Pitt .ppears to 
have had & serious effeet on the foreign relations of the country. His 
name had till now acted like aspen .t V.roaill .. and Saint ndefonoo. 
Eugliah travellers on the Continent had remark.d that nothing more was 
n •• .......,. to .ilen.e & whole room fnll of boasting Frenchm.n than to 
drop & hint of the probability" that Mr. Pitt would return to pow.r. In 
an instant there was deep silenee: all shoulders rose, and all faces were 
lengthened. Now. nnheppil,.. .v • .,. foreign court. in laarning that he 
"' .. recalled to offi .. , learned aloo that he no longer poaoesaad the hearts 
of his conntrymen. Cesaing to b. lov.d .t home. h. cesaad to he feared 
abroad. The name of Pitt had been a charmed name. Our env.,.. tried 
in vain to conjnre with tha name of Chethem. 

Inll11ltiDg the IoiOD.-In D.eember. 1777. an adjournm.nt of the 
Ho ... for oiJ; weeks woe propos.d b,. the Ministry. Lord North promioing 
that after the holida,.. he would !a,. before it & piau for treating with the 
Americans. Burks .nd Fox abused Lord North. and told him tho 
. Ministsrs thonght of nothing but keeping their placee; and th.,. argoed 
strongl,. againat adjourning for more than the Christmae de,.. in time. of 
such imminent denger. The Duke of Richmond and Lord Chethem 
urged the sam. plea, but Lord Sa1folk (writs. Horac. Walpole) .. had the 
ind.een.,. to tell Lord Chathem thet he onl,. wanted the Hous. to .it 
because he W88 sure he would be allowed to give his advice nowhere else. 
This brutality" from so stupid & erestura to an old man who had made so 
great & fignro woe severel,. trested in the public papers." 

The Death of Chatha.m.-The foUowing account of this event is 
abridged from Earl RusoeU's .. Lifo of Fox: "-Tho Duke of Richmond 
gave noti .. that on tho 7th of April. 1778. ho would move an addeo .. to 
the King. ontresting him to withdraw his fteets and armies from America, 
and make peace with the revoltsd coloni... Lord Chatham woe .t tho 
time at H.,.... oIowl,. recovering from • 6t of the gout; but the moment 
h. heard of the intended addre ... h. resolved to attend the House of 
Lords. and neither his fa.mily nor his friends could induce him to desist 
from his purpos.. On the 7th of April, accordingly. h. oem. into the 
Ho ... with feebl •• tsps. leaning with on. arm on his son, William Pitt. 
and with the oth.r on his son.in.la .... Lord Mahon. After the Duk. of 
Richmond had spoken, Lord Chatham rose. II The earl spoke," writes 
Lord Cameron to tb. Duke of Grafton. .. but was not like himself; his 
spaoch faltored. hi. senten ••• broken •• nd his mind not mastsr of itself. 
His worda were shreds of unconnected eloquence. ~d flashes of the same 
fire which he, Prometheus like, had atolen from heaven, and were then 
returning to the pl.c. from when •• the,. w.re tak.n. Your grac ..... 
even I. who am a mere prose man, am tempted to be poetical while I am 
(liaaoursing of this Qtraordinary man's genius," The Duke of Richmond 
anaw8rOO. IJord Cha.Uuun, He rose to reply. but nature WR8 exhAusted; 
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" he fell back," snrs Lord Camden, "upon his aea.t, and was to all appear
ance in the agonies of death. This threw the whole House into confusion; 
every person was upon his legs in & moment, hurrying from ODe place to 
another, some sending for &88istance, others producing eal.ts, and (lthers 
reviving spiIits. Many crowding about the earl to observe his coun
tenance; all affected; most part really coneerned; and enn those who 
might have felt a real ploaS1U'O at the accident, yet put on tho appeare.neo 
of distress." Lord Chatham was carriod into the Prince's chamber, and 
laid upon the table, oopported by pillow.. .After a few dayo he reeoveMd 
sufficiently to ha removed to Hayes. Bnt the attack was fatal. He ."Piled 
at Hay .. on the 11th of May following. 

:Examples' of his Eloquence.-Lord Brougham gives the follow
ing. among other eumplea of Chatham's oratory, in his II Historical 
Sketches of Statesmen u:-

" All our knowledge of the pecul.in.r nature of his aratory rests upon a 
. few scattered fragments. There is, however, some security for our 

deducing from these a correct notion of it, beca.use they certainly. accord.
ing to all accounts, were the portions of his discourse which produced tho 
most erlraordinsry elf.ct, on which its fame rests, and by which its qUAlity 
is toO be ascertained. -

" His remark on confidence, wh.n it was asked by the Ministry of 1776, 
for whom he had BOme forbearance rather tha.n any great respect, is well 
knOWD.. He said their characters were lair enough, and he was always 
glad to see snch persons engaged in the pnblic senics; bnt, turning to 
them with & smUe, very CO~OU8 but not very respectful, he said, 
'Conide in youP Ob,DO; you must pardon me, gen'Yemen. Youth is 
the ..... n of crodnlity; confidence is a plant of sww growth in an aged 
bosom!' 

n Some one, having spoken 01. the obstinacy of America, said (thnt sho 
was almost in open rebellion.' Mr. Pitt exclaimed, • I rejoice tha.t America . 
has reoi,tsd. Three millions of people, &0 dead to all the feelings of 
liberty as volnntarily to let themsel.es be msde alaves, wonld have been 
lit instruments to make slaves of all the rest!.. Then, speaking of tho 
attempt to keep her down-' In a just canso of quarrel yon may crush 
America to atoms j hut in this crying injustice' (Stamp Act) 'I am one 
who will lift up my hands against it. - ~ such a cause even your success 
wonld be hazardous. America, if she fell, would fall like the strong man; 
she would embrace the pi.l.l.a.n of the St&tiJ, and pull down the constitution 
alO'ng with her. Is this your boasted peace-to sheathe the sword, not in 
its 8ca.bba;rd, but in the bowels of your conntrymen P , . 

• e'Those iron barons (for 80 I Dl&y call them when compared with tho 
silken barons of modern da.ys) were the gua.rd.ians of the people i &Ild threo 
words of their bR.l'baroll8 Latin, nullus ~iber homo, are worth all tho 

• He added (remarks Russell) I in s.1l1l8ion to 0. pre't'ious quoto.tion of prsce. 
dent" U I come not here a.rmod a.t all pointe with la.w case!; o.nd Acts of Parliament. 
with the Stn.tute-bnoka dnnhled down iu dog's-ear., to defend the OIlUSD of 
liberty." ][ 
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classics. Yet their 'tirtues were never tried in a 'question so important as 
this' (the pretension of privilege in the Hous. of Commons). ' A breach 
is made in the constitution-th. hettlem.nte are di8DlJWtled-the citad.l 
is open to the first inva<1er-th. woJ!. totter-the place i. no long •• 
tenable. What, then, remains for us but to stand foremost in the breach, 
to repair it, 01' to perish in it P Unlimited power COlTQPts the possessor; 
and this I know;that ",herela", .nds, there tyranny begins! 

.. Again, h •• aid: 'Megna Charil>-the P.tition of Right-th. Bill of 
Righ_form the Bible of the English constitution. Had some of tho 
King's nnheppy p •• d ..... ors trusted 1 ... to the .ommentary of th.ir 
advisers, and been bette. read in the text itself. the glorions Revolution 
might have remained only possible in theory, and their fate would not now 
ho.ve stood npon %ecard, a formidable eX&lD.ple to all their successors.' 

.. In 1775 h. mads a most brillisnt spee.h on the w..... Speaking of 
General Gage's inactivity, he said it could not be blamed; it was inevitabl •• 
I But what a miserable condition,' he exclaimed, 'is ours, where disgrace is 
prudence, and where it is necessary to be contemptible! Y aD. must repeal 
these A.ts' (he said, oJ!uding to the Boston Ports and Massachusetts Bay 
Bills), 'and you WILL •• peal th.m. I pl.dge myself for it, that yon will 

. repeal th.m. I stake my reputation on it. I will consent to be taknn for 
an idiot if th.y are not finally repealed! Every one knows how tru. this 
prophecy proved. The concluding sentence of the speech has been often 
cited: 'If the Minist.rs persevere in mialeading the King, I will not say 
that they .... alienate the dections of his subjects from his crown; but I 
will affirm thet th.y will make the crown not worth his wearing. I 
will not say that the King is betrayed;' but I will pronounce that the 
kingdom is undone.' 

.. Again, in 1777, &fler d ••• ribing the .ans. of the war and • the traffic 
and berte. driven with el1lry little pitiful German prine. that sells his 
subj.cts to th. shambles of a foreign country,' he adds, 'The mercenary 
aid OD which you rely irritates to an incurable resentment the minds of 
your enemies, whom you overrun with the sordid sons of rapine and 
of plunder, devoting them and their possessions to the rapacity of hireling 
cruelty. If I were an American, as I am an Englishman, while a foreign 
troop WlUJ landed in my country, I neTer would lay down myarms-never! 
Dever! never!' . 

.. There are other celebrated passages of: his speeches in all men's 
mouths. Bis indignant nnd contemptuous &Jl8Wer to the Minister's boast 
of driving the Americans before the army-' I might .s w.ll think of 
'driving them before m. with this crotch! '-is w.ll known, Perhaps the 
b.st of thom oJ! is his allusion to the maxim of Eugliah law, that every 
man'a house is hia castle. 'The poorest man may in his cottage bid 
<lofianc. to all the forces of the Crown, It may be frail-its roof may 
shue-the wind may blow through it-the storm may .nter-th. rain may 
"nter-but the King of England cannot enter!-all his force dsre not 
ofiro88 the threshold of tho ruined tenement! ,,, 
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Secret of Success in Pa.rliamelLt.-Lord Chesterfield, in one of 
his letters to his eon, thus wrote of M&Il8field, then Mr. Morray, Solicitor· 
General: "Your fate depends upon your success as & speaker,-and take 
my word for it that success turns more upon ma.nner than matter .• 1tlr. 
Pitt &1ld Mr. Morray are, beyond comparison, the best speakere. Why P 
Only beeause they are the best orators. They alone can inflame or quiet 
the House; they alone are attended to in that nnmerous and noisy 
....... bly. thot you might hear a pin fall while either of them is epeaking. 
Is it that their matter is better, or their arguments stronger, than other 
people's P Does the House expect extraordinary information from them? 
Not in the least; but the House expects pleasure from them, and therefore 
attends; fiDds it, and therefore approves." 

Pitt's Anta.gonism.-Throughout the ",hole couree of Murray's 
career in the House of Commons. he was the invariable object of Pitt's 
nnsparing invective. "Pitt," says Lord W nldegrave, U undertook the 
difficult task of silencing Murray, the Attorney-General, the ablest man, 
.as well as the ablest debater. in the HoUBe of Commons." Dissimilarity 
of character, no less tlum of political principles, added bitterness to the 
eloquence of Pitt. Despising the policy and dist.rusting the principles 
of MurrtLy, he eagerly availed himself of every occasion which presented 
iteslf of expressing hi. indign&1lt sarcssm.. Brilliant snd a.rgumentstive 
as W88 the orstory of Murrey, he did not alwsy. po ..... the nerve 
necessary to ward off or to retum 888&Ults 80 terrible as these, and for the 
most pari he bore, in agitated silence, the attacks to which he did not 
venture to mak .. any reply. In a l.tter from Lord Hol\snd, describing a 
speech just given. the writer says, U In both Mr. Pitt's speeches every 
word was Murray, yet so ma.naged that neither he nor anybody elso could 
or did take public notice of it, or in any degree reprehend him. I sn.t 
near Murray, who su:l'fered for an hour. "-Roscoe', U British LaW?Jet·s." 

Mansfield's Powers in Debate.-One of the first occasions (.ays 
Roseos) on which Lord Mansfield distingnished himself in the Houss of 
Lords, after m.s elevation to the peerage. was in the debate on the Bill for 
the Amendmeut of the Habeas COrp08 A.t. A gentlemsn hsving been 
impressed &1ld confinsd in the Ssvo1, hie Mends applisd for a writ of 
habeas coflJus; but. 88 the imprisonmen~ was not for any criminal matter, 
it W88 found thot the ststute of 31 Csr. n., c. 2, did not apply. This 
palpable deficieucy in tho isw attrected the attention of some friends to 
liberty, who introduced a bill into the Houss of Commons for the purpose 
of extending the provisions of the statute of Charles II. to cases whero 
the imprisonment was not upon -any criminal charge. The bill passed the 
Lower House. but was violently opposed in Ule House of Lords by Lord 
Mansfield and Lord Hardwicke. The King himself tslked openly against 
the bill at his lel'ee, and the supporters of it were understood to incur his 
displeft8ura. Such was the earnestness and 60 great the ingenuity and 
eloquence which Lord Mansfield exerted on the occasion, that the bill will!' 

)[2 
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ultimately rejectecl ·11 The fate of the bill," says Horaeo Walpole, "whicb 
could not be proonre(l by the sanction of the judges, Lord Mansfield W88 

forced to take upon himself. He spoke for two hours and a half; his 
voice and manner, composed of harmonious solemnity, were the least 
graces of his speech. I am not averse to own that I never heard so much 
argument, so much sense, 80 much oratory united. His deviations into 
the ahstrose minutHe of the law served but 88 a foil to th.luminous parts of 
the oration. Perhaps it was tho only speech which, in my time at least. 
had zeal etre<'t-that is, convinced many persons; nor did I ever know how 
tro. a votary I was to lib.rty, till I found that I was not on. of tho number 
staggerod by th.t opeech." 

LORD NORTH. 
(17311-1792.) 

A p .. twrn of Gooa Humomo.-A f .... only of his sayings hav .. 
..... hed us, and those, as might be expected, are rather things which ho 
had ebtWced to coat over with some sarcasm or epigram that tended 
to preserve them; they consequently are far from giving an idea of his 
habitual pleasantry, and the gaiety of thought which gonerally pervaded 
his speeches. Thus, when a vehement declaimer. calling aloud for his 
head, turned round and perceived his victim unconsciously indulging in ~ 
BOft slumber, and, becoming still more emsperated. denounced the
Minister lIS callable of sleeping while he ruined his country, the latter ouly 
eomplained how crnel it was to be denied a solace which other criminals 
.. oftsn enjoyed-that of having .. Dight'. rest before their fate. When 
8lU"(lrised in a like indulgence during the performance of • very inferior 
artist. who, however. showed equaJ. indignation at so ill.ii.med a recreation, 
he oontented bimself with obeerving how bard it was that he Mould be 
grudged so wry natu1'8l. a. reloase from considerable suffering; but. as if 
recollecting himself, added that it was somewhat unjust in the gentIeDWl 
to complain of him for taking the remedy which he bad himself bee" 
conBide-rate enough to ad.minister. The BAlDO good humour and drollery 
quitted him not when in opposition. Every one has heard of the speech 
which, if it hAd failed to injure the objects of u., attack. was very 
effectual in fixing a name on its honest and much respoeted auth~r. Ow 
lir. Martints proposal to have a starling placed noar the chair and taught 
to repeat the ery of to Infamous coalition!" Lord North coolly suggestNl 
that, lIS long lIS the worthy member WtlS pffiltlrved to them, it would be .. 
needless waste of the public money, since tho atm.·ling migllt well perform 
his office by deputy .• -B,·ougham'. U Btatena.en." Earl Russell gives 
the following more concisely: .. North's good humour and re.'\Wness were 
of admirable service to him when the inTectives of his opponents would 
have discomfited a more ~rions Minister. He often indulgod in real or 
Booming slmnbcr; an Ollpoll('ut in tIle midst of an iuvecth" exclaimed, 
I Even now J in the mic.lst of thoso perils, tho noble lord is asleep.' ( I 

• (I I aubmit thn.t this Hooso ia in POl8esaiOD of. MartiD, who wil1 serve the 
purposo quite •• wcll."-Rttl£cU'. U Lifo oj PR.d 
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wish to GOO I was,' rejoined Lord North. Alderm", Sawbridge. having 
accomp:mied the presentation of a. petition from Billingsgn.te with accUS&

tions of more thm ordinary virulellce, Lord North began hi. reply in the 
following words: 'I .&IlIlot dellY that the hOIl .• Iderman .peaks Ilot ouly 
the sentiments, but the very language of his constituents.' " 

Eztra.ctmg • Compliment.-Butler relate. th.t the .... ult of 
Mr. Adam 011 Mr. Fox, and of Colollel Fullortoll 011 Lord Shelburne, hsd 
once put the House into the worst possible humour, and there was more 
or less 8u:vageness in everything that was said. Lord North deprecated 
the too great readiness to take oftence whieh then .eemed to po ..... tho 
House. .. One member." he said, It who spoke of me, called me {ths.t 
thing ealled a Minister.t To be sure," he said, patting his I&rge forDi. 
"I am a thing; the member. therefore~ when he called me a thing said 
what was true, 8Ild I could Ilot b. angry with him. But when he sddea, 
'thet thing caUed a Minister,' he ealled me that thing which of nil thioga 
be himself wished most to be, a.nd therefore I took it as & compliment!' 

./ Sleeping through the Centuries.--On an o .... ion when Colonel 
Bam! brought forward a motion on the Briti.h Ilavy, Lord North .aid to 
a friend of his who was sitting Den him in tho House ... We shnJ.l have a. 
tedious spee.h from Bam! to.night. I dare say he'll give us our Ilaval 
history from the beginning, not forgetting Sir Frlloll.is Drake and the 
.Armada. All this is nothing to me, aD let me sleep on, 8Jld wake me 
when we come near our own times." His friend at length ronsed him, 
when Lord North e:xclaiJDed, "Where are we?" U'At the battle of 
La Hogue, my lord." "Ob, my dear friend," he replied, .. you have woke 
me a century too 80on! "-Harfora.'. u BecoliectioJ1..l of Wilberforee." 

.a. lIfew lIIlember.-Onee, whell speaking in the Honee, Lord North 
was interrupted by the barking of a dog whi.h hod crept in. He turned 
round. and archly said, II Mr. Speaker, I am interrupted by a new 
member." The dog was driven out, but got in again. aud recommenced 
barking, when Lord North, in his dry way, a.dded. U Spoko once." 

l'1-etting.-The Duke of Nowcastle ( .. ys Horaee Walpole) went to 
Lord North at Bushey Park, to lament the misclll'linge at Charle.ton 
(during the War of Independence), and to inquire into his cousin Clinton's 
behaviour; but finding Lord North treat the aftair with his usual indilfer· 
ence &Ild jollity. took notice of it to him. II Faith, my lol'd," snid Lord 
N orib, If if frettiIlg would make me thin, I would be 88 BOrry as your 
grace; but since it will not have that effect, I bea.r it 88 well as I can.'~ 
• Impudent Si1ence.-Colonel Luttrell moved in the Hou •• of 

Commol18, April 12th, 1774, that the .herifts of Middlesex .hould be
ealled to answer at tho ba.r for their conduct in summoning Wilkes instead 
of himself to serve in Parliament. Mter a long pause, Charles Fox. roso 
and said _Oolonol Luttrell should not want & second j nnd then poured out 
a torrent of invective against Lord North fo), his pusillanimity. and for 
what he called his impudent and slmmele88 silenco. Lord North, with 
great quickness and humour. replied that he had nover before h<>nl'd of 
impudent silence j tho.t he had, indeed, seen gentlcmcn on their legs 
whose shameless ;mpndAnf'.Q hn.d sho~ked all m&llkind. 
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• Laughing at "the Banlt<lrs.-At the meeting of Parliament, 
January 13th, 1774, when the Address was moved in the Honee of 
Commons, Mr. Prescott, '8 very rich banker, complained of the late regu
lation of the gold coin, by which, be said, there was not a banker in 
EogllUld that had not 10Bt £500. Lord North laoghed, and mnde the 
House Iough at him, by B'ring he was glod the I... hod fallen on those 
who were the best able to bear it.-Walpole's 41 George III." 

Complimenting hi. Adversary.-In the debate on an address in 
1777, Lord George Germain was severelyattocked by Fox for his conduct 
of the Ameriean war, the speaker calling him on ill-omoned n.nd im\Us
pieiODS char.eter. Lord North (writes Wolpole) handsomely derended 
Lord George, and owned he had invited him into the Administration. He 
said he was glod Fox had ab811doned him, an old hulk, to attock a m&n·of
warj but afterwards he perhaps hurt Lord George as much as Fox had 
done, for the latter coming to the Treasury bench, Lord N ort~ who was 
thought not to 10'\"8 L~rd George. said in his hearing, CI Charles. I am 
glad you did not fall on me to.day, for you W88 in fnlI feather." 

Good Quarters.-Hornce W olpole giv.. the following in hie 
"Journal" :-Jan. 27, 1778. Charles Fox, in an admirable speech .. 
attacked Lord North ou having coiled himaelf an unfortunate Minister, 
and proved that all the disgraces had happened by ignoranec, blunders, 
and misconduct, not by misfortnne. Lord N orill answered with some 
humour, and, as Fox had accused him of idleness and listening to :flatterers, 
he said he pn.ssed a great deal of time in that House, whore he could not 
be idle, and it was plain was not flattered,. • • Lord North. being asked. 
tho day before the Parliament met after the holidaya, if the army had good 
quarters a.t Philadelphia. l'eplicd, U So good that I wish I was to pass 
the next three months thero "-meaning. rather than in the Bouse of 
Commons. 

North and Parliamentary Beform.-The prevailing notion ~ 
1780 (writes Earl Russell) was to diminiah the representation of the 
boroughs and increase t·hat of the counties; or, at all events/to add 100 
to tho representation of the counties. by way, 88 it were, of diluting the 
noxious ingrediente. Lor<l Ohatham highly approved of this remedy; but 
Lord North, with charncteristic humour. said, If Some ask, with Lear, for 
8 hundred knights; and 80Dle, with Goneril, for fifty; but I say. with 
Rogon, what need of oue P" 

The Opposition Over the Water.-Dnring the Am.rieau Wor, 
Lord North, at a City dinner, having announced the receipt of 
intelligence of an important advantage gained over the "rebels," and 
)Jeing token to task by CharI .. Fox and Oolonel Barre, who were present. 
for applying such language to " our fellow~8ubjects in Americ&," exclaimed. 
with the inimitable Went for good-humoured raillery which diatinguished 
llim, II Well, then, to pleRso you, I will oaJ.l them the gentlemen, in opposi
tion on th. othsr rid. of the w.!er." This has been told me (writes Lord 
Oampbell) .. a traditionary aueedote not hitherto in print. 

A :aeluotant Apology.-In one of the deb.tee on the Ameriean 
war, in 1782, Oolonel Barre attecknd Lord North violently, oalling him thl> 
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scourge of the connn,-. Upon this Lor.d North, for·almost the only time 
in his ille, lost his temper. and said .. he tiad been used. from that quarter, _ 
to language 80 uncivil,80 brutal, 80 insolent--." At these words the 
House got into an uprosr, an.d Mr. T. Townshend c&lled upon Lord North 
to apologiee. Lord North said he was ready to ask pardon of the Honse, 
but not of Barre. At the end of a tumult of three hours, he consented to 
ask pardon even of Barri.".:....RusBell's Of Life of Foz." 

The E'aJl of Lord Nmho-In the session of 1782, the ministry 
of Lord North had several times na.rrowly escaped &. vote of censure . 
.. On the 20th of March," says Ea.rl Russell. "Lord Surrey was to renew 
the motion in a dilferent shape. When the da.y arrived, the Honse was 
remarksbly crowded, and curiosity was on tiptoe to learn the event. 
Before Lord Surrey commenced, Lord. North rose, and said he ha.d some 
information to give to the House. which might make any furt.hor pro_ 
ceeding in the motion unnecel:iS&ry. and might require an adjournment. 
Upon these words there was great confusion, many members calling out, 
• No adjournment!' some' Lord Surrey! Lord Surrey!' and some' Lord 
North! Lord North! J Upon this Mr. Fox rose and moved, I That Lord 
Surrey be now hesrd;' upon which Lord North, with great quickness, 
said, • And I rise to speak to thst motion.' Lord North then said he could 
8SSU1'e the House, with authority, that the present A,dministration was DO 
more, and thst his Majesty had come to the full determination of chauging 
his ministers. He then took leaTe of the House as minister, thanking 
them for the honourable support they had given him during eo long a 
course of years, and in so many trying situations. -. . Lord North 
had borne his elevstion with modesty; he showed equanimity in his f&ll. 
A trifiing circumstance evinced his good humour. On the evening when 
he &llDounced his resignation to the House of CommoJl8, snow W88 falliug, 
and the westher was bitterly cold. Lord North kept his carriage. As 
he was passing through the greatcoat room of the House of Commons, 
many members (chiefly his opponents) crowded the passage. When his 
carriage W88 &D.Ilounced, he put one or two of his fri6D.ds into it, and thoD, 
JDAking a bow to his opponents, said, I Good night, gentlemen; it is the 
:first time I have known the advantage of being in the secret.' Mr. Adam, 
from whom I heard this anecdote, says in his memoranda, I No m&n ever 
showed more ealmness, cheerfulness. and serenity. The temper of his 
whole family was the same. I dined.with him that day, and was witness 
to it.' " 
. Oil the Defellsive.-8ir N. Wra:m1l records a good emmple of the 
power Lord North could exhibit. He had ooon violently attacked by Sir 
Richard Hill for his conduct of the AmericDll war, and in reply said toot, 
far from deprecating agitation of the subject, he demanded it. He denied 
thst he had eaussd the calamities of the war, and e&Iled on hi. aecnsers to 
bring forward a circumst&ntial charge against him. " I found," said he, 
"the American war when I became mUrlster. I did not create it. On 
the contrary, it was ths war of the conntry, the Parliament, and the 
people. But if the gentlemen opposite think otherwise, let them come 
forward and accuse me. I sh.1I not shrink-I om ready to meet and 
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to r.p~l their chorge. Nay, I demand it B8 a matter of justice. There 
• ca.u. e1lSt no reason now for withholding it. I am wholly unprotected. 

The Minister of this day has 8 House of Oommons to accuse me, .. House 
of Peers to try me. He is maeter of &!I the written evidence thet .... 
enet ageinet me. And ae to parole teetimony" (fixing his eyee on 
Dundae), "&!moat &!I tho.e individuale who were my confidentiAl friends 
in whom I reposed my secrets, are DOW his friends. Yet I court th; 
inquiry. Bnt if, when thus c&!led upon, they do not gront it, I must insist 
thet they do not henc.forward argue npon the charge B8 if it were 
proved." 

Kia A1IIictioll ..... a its Solace.-Lord N orih during the leet few 
years of his life WB8 atIIicted with total blindne ... which he bore with 
.. signat.ion and even chaerfnIn.... Horace Walpole writee to & friend in 
1787: "I dined leet Monday at Bushy, and never aaw a more interesting 
scene. Lord NOl'th'a spirits, good humour, wit, sense, drollery, are 88 
perfeet D8 ever-the unremitting attention of Lady North and his children, 
most tonching. Mr. North laade him abont, Mise North sit. constantly 
by him. carvel meat, watches his every motion, scarce puts a bit into her 
own lips; and if ODe cannot he!p eommendiog her, she colours with 
modesty and sorrow till the tears gnsh into her eyes. If ever I... of 
sight conld be compenseted, it is by so affecti.nate. family." 

JOHN WILKES. 
(1727-1197.) 

The lIIidcUesa: mectiODS.-Wllk .. had .... t in Psrlisment f.r 
the borough of Aylesbury, but WD8 expelled from the Honee in 1764, f.r 
the pnblication of libels in the celebrated No. 45 of the Norl" Brit,"" &c • 

. He left the country to avoid sentence of the C.urt of King'. Bench for 
the same offence, an 1 was outlawed in consequence. At the general 
eleotion in 1768 he returned, and offered himself for the City of London, 
where he was in a minority, bnt inunediately after was elected for Middlesex. 
Between tho time of his electi.n and tho assembling of Parlisment, ho 
surrendered himself to tho Court, and obtained a reveraal of the ontlawry, 
bnt was s .. tenecd to two yea1"8' imprisonment. Tho R.nse resolved by 
219 to 137 thet he bo oxpelled; but at the election which ensned he 
WB8 again returned, when & motion was carried by 235 to 89 that, having 
adered expulsion, II he was and is incapable of being eleeted a member 
to serve in this present Parlisment." Three tim .. tho electors of Mid. 
dlesex persisted in his return, with tho aame resnlt; and on the Ian 
.. c .. ion tho 'Honse gave the seat to Colonel Lnttrell, who had pelled 
only 296 votes against Wilkes's 1143. The conduct of tho H.nse WB8 

denounc.d by Lord Camden (thon Lord Chancell.r) &8 a direct attack npon 
the first principles of tho oonstitntiOD-for which .... rti.n of the popular 
right to oho .. e & representative his I.rdship was dismissed from the 
Govornment. The Earl of Chatham spoke in a similar strain. Tho ' 
Common Council of tho City of London presented to the King a strongly 
wordod remonstrance against tho conroe his Ministers had ndopted, and a 
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bold denunciation of the House of CommoDS, for which many ol thot 
body .... oold hove hod the principal movers of tho adihess committed 
to the Tower; hut fear of the popular indignation preveuted them from 
proceeding to extremity. Luttrell continued to hold the seet for 
Middl"""" until the Parliament was dissolved and a ne". one elected 
in 1774, when Wilkes was triumphantly returned, and took his eeat 
without opposition. He moved repeatedly for the revisal ol the pro
ceedings relative to his former election, and to have the orders abou~ 
his ""pulsion erased from the J onrna1s, and in this he Bucceeded in 
1782. 

Wilkes as • Speue".-U we are to jndge (writes Brougham) of 
his speaking by the very fe .... samplsa preserved of it, we should indeed 
form & very humble estimate of its merits. U Constant declamation about 
rights, and liberties, and tyr&llts, and corruption, with hardly the merit of 
the most ordinary eommon-plzl.ces on these hackneyed topical seem to :6ll 
up its measure-with neither fact. nor argument. nor point, nor anything 
at all happy or ncw in the handling of the threadbare material. But what 
it wanted in force· it probably nude up in fury; and as calling names is 
au easy work to do, the eDraged multitude as easily are plsaaed with what 
suits their excited feelings. gratifying the craving which excitement pro
duc .. for more stimulus. That he failed, and signally failed, whenever he 
was called upon to addresa an audience which rejects snch matter, is very 
eert.aiu.. In Parliament he was Reldom or never heard after his own easo 
hod .. ased to oecupy the public attention; and nothing can he worse than 
his addresa to tho Court of Common Pleas when he was discharged. The 
occasion, too, on which he failed was a great one, when a Ti~tory for a 
eonst,itutioaal principle had bcen gained perhaps by him-eerteinly in his 
person. All the people of London were hangin~ on the lips of their 
leader; yet nothing could be worse or feebler tha.n his speech, of which 
the burdon was a topic as much out of place as possible in a court of 
justice, where the strict letter of tho law bad alone prevai1ed, and thet' 
topic was verily handled with miserable inefficiency. . Liberty, my lords, 
lib.rty has heen the object ol my life! Liherty--' and so forth. 
Ho might· about 88 well b&v6 sung a song. or lifted his hat and given 
three cheers." 

A lIrewspaper Speech.-He spoke a speech in Parliament of 
which no ODO heard a word, and said aside to a friend, who urged tho 
froitlessne .. ol the attempt at making the House listen, "Speak it I must, 
for It has been printed in the newspapers this half hour." 

His :l'atriotism.-ln public (says Russell) he affected a patriotism.. 
whicb be W88 far from feeling-indeed, he rather made a boast of his 
insincerity. Standing on the hustings at Brentford, his opponent said to 
him, II I will take the &enS6 of the meet.ing." II And I will tako tho 
nonsense," replied Wilkes, n and we shall see who has the best of it" 
Some years after, when his popularity had declined. the King, recehing 
him at hi. levea, asked him after his fricnd Serjeant Glyn. .. Sir," 
said Wilkes, "he is not & fl'iend of mine; he was a. Wilkcite, which I 
never was," 
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Beady fol' .An;vthing.-Lord Brougham relate. that Colonel 
Luttrell and Wilkes were standing on the Brentford husting •• whon tho 
latter .. k.d his adv .... ry privstely wh.ther h. thought the .. we .. more 
fools or rogues among tho multitude of Wilkeite. sprosd out b.fo .. them. 
urn tell them what you say, and put au end to you," said the colonel; 
but perceiving the threat gave Wilkes no ala.rm, he added, Ie Surely you 
don't mean to eay you could stand here ODe hour n.fter I did so P " 
II Why," the answer was, II you would not be alive one instant after." 
•. How 80 P" "I should merely eay it was a. mbrieation, and they would 
destroy you in the twinkling of an eye ! JJ 

Two OpiDiOJls.-At on. tim. Mr. Wilk .. came up to tho Speaker 
in tho chair, and told him thet he had a petition to preaent to the House 
from a set of the g .... teat scoundrels and misc ...... ta upon earth. When 
called npon, however, shortlyafterwards.to present it, h. said, with the 
gravset poosibl. foe.. .. Sir. I hold in my hand a potition from 8 moot 
intelligent, ind.p.ndent, and ouIightaned body of men."-.Li/e 0/ Lord 
8i~mo"t". 

Strong La.ngua.ge.-Due1 Between Wilkes a.nd l1Il....tin.
While the House of Commons 11'88 debating the complaint of the King 
nga.inst the North Briton, in 1763, an incident arose which is thus 

. roferred to by Horaee Walpole, in hi. letters to MIIIUl: .. One Mr. Martin. 
who bas much tho same qnsrrel with Mr. Wilke. 88 King George, and 
who chose to suspend his resentment, like his Majesty, till with proper 
dignity he could notify his wrath to Parliament, did expreao his indignation 
with rather Ie .. tamper than the King had don., calling Mr. WiIk .. to his 
fac •• cowardly scoundrel.' Mr. Wilke. inquired of Mr. lIIartin by lett.r 
n.xt morning if h., Mr. WiIk .. , was meant by him,Mr. lIIartin, und.r 
this periphraais. Mr. lIIartin replied in tho affirmative, and accompanied 
hi. answ.r with 8 ohallenge. They immediately went into Hyd. Park, 
and, at the .. oond fire, Mr. Wille .. roceh·ed a bullet in his body." Th. 
wound was considered dangerous, and to another pel'8on WalpoJe wrote: 
.. WiIk .. has b .... shot by Martin, and inst.ad of being bornt .t an a.t. 
da fIJ, 88 the Bishop of Gloucester intended, is reverenced as a saint by 
tho mob, and, if h. di •• , I suppose tho p.opl. will squint themoelvos into 
convulsion8 at his tomb, in honour of his memory." Wi1ke~ it is well 
known, squint..! horribly. 

CHARJ.ES TOWNSHEND. 
(17a5-1767.J 

A Logician out of Place.-When Sir Philip Y o.k.'s friend and 
cOn'espondent, James Harris, took his seat in the Honse of Commons, 
Charles Townshend inquii-ed of some member who he ..... ; and being told 
in reply tllat he was a gentleman who had written on the subjeot of logio 
and gra.mmM, he exclaimed, II Why does he come here, where he will hear 
nothing of either P" 

A Cha.mpa.gue Speeoh.-Horoe. Walpo\., writing to Sir Horace 
Mann, May 12th. 1767, m.ntions .. 8 wonderful spe .. .h mllli. by Charlsa 
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Townshend last Friday, apropos to nothing, and yet about everything
about minist.e1'8, past, present. and to rome-himself in particular. whom 
I think rather peat than to come. It WlIS all wit and folly, satire and 
indiseretion. He Wa& half drunk when he made it, and yet that did but 
&erve to raise the idea of his abilities." W ritiug to Mias Betty on th .. 
same subject. he says, U The speech lasted an hour, with torrents of wit. 
ridicule, vaoity, lies, and beautiful language. Nobody but he eoliId heve 
made tbat speech; and nobody but he would have made it if they could. 
It was at once a prool that his abilities were superior to those, of all men. 
and his judgment below that of any man. It ahow&d him capable of 
being, and unlit to he, &ret minister. The Houae Wa& in a roar of rapture. 
and some clapped their hands with ecstacy, like an audience in & theatre .. 
In this apeech he beat Lord Chatham in language, Burke in metephors, 
Grenville in presumption. Rigby in impudence, himself in folly, and. 
eT'erybody in good humour." 

l'itt's Olf"" of the (!bancellorship.-On undertaking the forma
tion of "ministry in succession to Lord Rockingham, the elder Pitt thua 
wrote to Charles Townshend: U Sir, yon are of too great a magnitude not 
to be in a responsible place: I intend to propose you to the King 
to-morrow for Chancellor of the Exchequer. an~ must desire to have yom-" 
answer to-night by nine o'clock." Unprecedented (says Honee Walpole) 
as this method was of imposing an office of such collSeqnence in soo 
tmgraeious a. manner (for it was ordering Townshend to accept 2700Z. 
a year in lieu of 70001., and intimated that, accepting or refusing, he must 
quit tha post of Paymaster), yet it Wa& singularly well adapted to the 
man. It W&8 telling him that no other man in England wsa so fit for that 
dilIicult employment; and it WS8 telling him at the aame time that, 
though his great abilities rendered him a uaeful servant, tha lighto ... of: 
his character made those talents not formidable in an enemy. Pitt had 
judged rightly. Towoshend did not dare to Bing both officea in his face ; 
but, without being incensed or flattered, fen into the mo.t ridiculous 
diatress imaginable. All he felt was tbe menace and the 1088 of t,he 
Paymaster'. place; and instead of concealing the aJfront or his own. 
n.mety. he sat at home in his nightgown. ret"eived all that came. showed 
Pitt's mandate to them and comm.ented on it, despatched messengers for 
hi. brother and the Duke of Grofton, who were out of town, and &8 

the time lapsed ran to the window on livery coach that passed to se .. 
if they were arrived. At last he determined on suing for leave to remain 
Paymaster. to which Pitt listened i then, with his usual fluctuationr 
Towuhend repented of not accepting the Chancellorship of the Exchcquerr 
so leading a situation in the House of Cowmons. and begged he might 
have it. Pitt replied the place W&8 full, being then inclin&d to retain Mr. 
Dowdeswell. Townshend renewed his supplication with tears, but for 

'SOlDO time Pitt wse firm. At length he yielded to the Duke of Grafton's 
intercession; and that very day Townshend told the King th.t Mr. Pitt 
hod again pressed and persuod&d him to be Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
Pitt diverted himself with his inconsistencies, and suffered him to be Jri.s, 
CIUIIleellor. 
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LORD LOUGHBOROUGK 
(1733-1805.) 

Youthful Boldness.-Aleundcr Wedderburn (afterwards Lord 
Loughborough and Earl of Rosslyn) practised in his earlier years at the 
Scottish bar. but in 1757. having been provoked into using some violent 
language against one of his seniors, he was called npon by the bench to 
apologise, on pain of deprivation. Instead of doing so, be took off his 
gown and saitL If My lords, I neither retract nor apologise, but I will save 
.,you the trouble of 4eprivation; there is my gown, and I lPll DeYer wear 
it more; 1:'irtv.!e me iMOlvo." He then went np to London, and, entering 
on practice there, eventually became Lord Chancellor. 

JI. lIIiDisterial Watchmaa.-Wedderburn was. says Brougham. 
-one of the few lawye1'8 who have shone as much in potitied affairs as in 
Westminster HrJL When he entered the House of Commous he became. in 
a very short time. one of the two main supporte of its ministerial leader (Lord 
North); the oth.r was Thu"lo ... ; and whil. they remained th.re to def.nd 
him Lord North might .... ll be. as Gibbon has deecribed the" Palinnrns of 
the state." indulging in a1nmbe .... with his Attorn.yand Solicitor Genttal 
-on .ither hand remaining at their poets to watch out the long debatO. 

Completing a QuotatioD.-Lord Campbell ralates that George 
Grenville. leader of the opposition. having brought forward his famona 
Bill for the Tria1 of Controverted Elections" (March 22ud.1770). it waa 

.oppooed by Lord North.and the Government; andD.Grey. the Attorney
-General, made & long speech against its dangerous innontione, conclnd. 
ing thll8: _ .. In short. air. although the .. no donbt have hith.rto been 
irregnlarities and .ven ahnses whil. the House retained to itself its eousti
tntional pow.r of deciding .Iection petitions. it is better to endure the evils 
-of which we mow the .xtent. thllll. in a sudden &tart of disgust and hnmour
eom. pllRSion. :IIy to othe .. that we mow not of.» Wedderburn (than in 
.opposition). rising imm.diately after. continued Hamlet·s eoliloqny-

U ADd thua the na.tive hue of resolution 
Is aiaklied o'er with the pale out of thought i 
And enterprises of ~t pith and moment 
With this regard their ourrent tarn awry, 
And lose the na~e of "etlOD." 

The 'l'wo Batha.-When Mis& Pulten.y ..... ereated Baron ... 
Bath. there being a Marquis of Bath. of another fanill,.. existing. Lord 
Radnor made a motion in the Holl8O of Lorda against the patent •• ontend
ing that it ..... unconstitutional and illegal to .... to two pee .. with the 
aam8 title,-and that great inconvenience would.- arise from it; as in their 
lordships' proceedings .. Bath" might often appeal' opposed to II Bath.1) 
Lord Longhborongh th.reupon said:" My lord&, in this .... there 
is a sure .... ,. of p .. venting the future antagonism which haunts the 
imagination of the nobl. earl. for. the h.ir-apparent of the marquis being 
• bach.lor. he may marry the young and boantilnl baron .... and then 
Bath will he m.~ in B.th ! " 

• See II Kiloellneoua" section-" Controverted Elections.1I 
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EARL CAMDEN. 
(1718-1794.) . 

A I'orty Days' ~.-On the occasion of an Order in Council 
being promulgated to prohibit the exportation of com (December, 1766), 
Lord Camden defended t·he proceeding in these t-enns: IC The necessity 
of a measure renders it not only excusable. but legal; and consequently & 

judge, when the necessity is prowd. Dl&y. without hesitation. declare that 
act legul which would be clearly illegal where snch necessity did not exist. 
The Crown is the BOle executive power, and is therefore intrusted by the
Conetitntion to toke upon itself whate",r the .. fety of the State may 
require during the rec ... of Parliament, ",kich is at moat but a forly day,
'yrcmny." The power exercised on this oecll8ion was 80 moderate that 
Junius Brutus would not have hesitated to entrnat it even to the discretion 
of a Nero.-Lord Charlemont'. Correspondence. 

Creana of l'eers.-Lord Campbell mentions that in the conroe of 
the deb.te on the appointment of the Prince of Wales as Regent (Janusry 
22nd, 1789), Lord Camden got into a scrape, in obviating tbe objection to 
the suspension of the power of :making peers. by saying that" on any 
,urgent call for a peerage it might be conferred by Act of Parliament "_ 
proceeding which appeared to their lordships eo unconstitntionsl and 
republican that be was obliged to exp1aiD and retract. . 

.. tTnwhig."-Lord Camden, writing to the Duke of Grafton (Angust 
let, 1782) respecting his intention of resigning the Privy Seal, said ~ 
II Cousidering the .perilous condit-ion of the public at this eonjuucture, I 
should be much concerned if your grace was to take a. hasty resolution ot 
retiring just now, because your .. treet would .ert&inly be followed by 
other resignations, and would totally' unwhig' the Administration, if I 
may use the expreseioD.." The only other occasion (says Campbell) I 
recollect of this word being used was when Mr. Fox, on the King's illness" 
having .ontended that the heir .. pparent was entitled as of right to be· 
Regent, Mr. Pitt said, .. For this doctrine I will un .. hig him for the reel 
of his days." 

A l'riend of l'1'eedoll1.-'When the Libel Act was under discussion 
in the Honse of Lords (relstes Brougham), in 1792, Chancellor Thurlow, 
as the !set eJfort to retain the Isw in judicial hands, asked if Lord Camden 
would object to a clause being inserted granting a new trial" in case the
court were dissatisfied with a "crdict for the def'endant. n What! " 
exclaimed the "eteran friend of freedom j "after a verdict of' acquittal ~ " 
It Yes," said Lord Thurlow. U No. I thank you." was the memorable
reply, and the !set words spoken in public by this great mon. The bill 
immediately was p .... d. 

LORD THURLOW. 
(1732-1806.) 

:Leaving the Lawyer Bebind.-Thurlow, aa Attorney.General, 
took an acth'c part. on the Gol"'emment side. in the debates which pre-. 
luded the outbreak ,of' tho Ameri("nn colonists. It is ~.UBiJJg (I'emnl'ks 



142 ANECDOTAL HISTORY OF' PARLIAMENT. 

OBlDpbell) to find him declaring that he did not speak on such oc .... iono 
as a lawyer; .. that he always did, and always would, leave the lawyer in 
Westminster HaU, and be in that House only So member of Pa.rliament." 

Thurlow Ab .... hed.-Mr. F"" having moved, in 1777, for the pro. 
duction of certa.in papers rela.ting to the American war, Thurlow, then 
Attorne,..G1lneral, oppoaed the motion on hehalf of the Government. The 
.. Parliamentary Histo.,." eays: .. He was contending againot the ill 
policy of giving Buch informa.tion at the present critical moment, when 

-news ca.m8 from the Lords that the ministers in the upper house had 
agreed to the sBlDe motion. This intelligence produced a great deW. of 
laughter amongot the minorit,., and the whisper, reaching the Attorne,.. 
General, threw him into & little confusion; but, having recovered from it, 
he quitted the defence of the Adminiotration, and said thet, • let miniotero 
.do as-they please in this 01' in any other House, he. as-a, member of Parlia. .. 
ment, DeTer would give his vote for making public the circumstances of 
.a negotiation during its progreSB.' HO:W8ver, this did not stiHe the laugh, 
which continued for some tims." Lord Oampbell .. cribea tho laughter 
to u the phenomeJJnn tha.t, for once in his life, Thurlow appeared to be 
.abashed!' 

The Cheat Seal Stolen.-Earl,. in the morning of the 24th of 
March. 1784. (eays Campbell) ... oomo tbiev .. broke into tho houao of Lord 
Thurlow, in Great Ormond Street, which then bordered on the country. 
'J'ho,. carried o1f tho great ....r, two silver.hilted .WOMe belonging to tho 
Chancellor's offico ... and a small sum of mone,.. Though a reward was 
.o1!ered for their discovery, the thieves nover could be traced. A c~rg8 
was brought agaiuot tho Whiga that. to prevent the thon threatened dis
solution, the,. had burglarioual,. broken into the Lord Ohancellor's houoa, 
and felonious1y 0t01en and carried o1f the CUwis Begni." Tho theft and 
the cnotodian of the sew' are thuo alluded to in .. Tho Rolliad " :-

.. The rugged Thurlow, who, with eullen 800...,1, 
In surly mood. at friend and foe will growl, 
Of proud preropti.e the .tem support, 
Defends the entrance of Great George'. ooun 
'Gainat factious Whigs. lest the,. who stole the seal 
Tho aaored diadem itself should .teal, 
So ha.n I seen, Deal' village butoher's .ta.ll 
(U things 80 great may be oompared with smal1). 
A. mastiff gna.rding OIl .. ma.rket cla.y. 
With IIJl&!'liq 'Yigila.nce, his malter's trar." 

Thurlow's Gush of Loyalty.-The queotion of the Regoncy, on 
tho illn ... of G1lorga m. in 1788. gave ri .. to vehement dohateo and 
much political intrigue. Lord. Chancellor Thnrlow'a conduct in the 
matter ia well known; ho negotiated with the Whiga for the Regenc,., 
while he otill oooupied the woolsack for the Tori .. , who oppoaed it. 011 
tho 10th of December, 1788, Pitt preoented a report to tho House of 
OommODS on the Xing's mental incapacity, and moved for the appoint
ment of a committee to searoh for proeedents. A similar motion was 
mado the foliowiDg day '" tho Lords. Thurlow, who b,. this tims had 
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.,.,me to tho conclusion that his interest lay on the KiDg'. sid •• left 
the woolsack a.nd addressed the House. concluding his speech wUh this 
exclamation-u And when I forget my King may my God forget me ! " 
It oeeme .carcely possible ( .. yo Earl Stanhop •• in hi. "Lif. of Pitt ") to 
exaggerate the strong impression which that half~sent.enee made. Within 
the house itself the effect perhaps was not 80 satisfactory. Wilkes, who 
was standing und~r the throne. eyed the Chancellor askance, and 
muttered, U God forget you! He will see yon d-- .first !" Burke at, 

the same moment exclaimed. with equal wit aud with no profaneness. "The 
boot thing that C8U happen to you!" Pitt also wao on the steps of tho 
thron.. On Lord Thurlow'. imprecation h. is ssid to have rush.d out of 
the house. exclaiming several times, II Oh, what. a "HScal. !" In allusion 
to this seene, Burke afterwards remarked in the House of CommoDS: 
... The other House were not yet, perbaps. recovered frem that extraordi
nary burst of tha pathetic whieh had been ..wbited the other ..... nil1g ; 
they had not y.t dried their .yea. or been restored to their former 
pJaeidity, and w.re unqualified to attend to n.w bu.iD.... Tha tears .hed 
in that House, on the oeea.sion to which he alluded. were not the tears of 
patriot. for dying laws. but of lords for th.ir expiriDg pia.... Th. iron 
tears which dowed down Pluto'. eheok rath.r resembled the dismal 
bubbling of the Styx tha.n the gentle murmuring streams of Aganippe." 

Betrayed by his Hat.-Lord Campbell relates that when .. 
.council was to be held at Windsor, to determine the course which 
ministers should pursue on the Begeney question, Thurlow had been" 
there some time before any of his colleagues arrived. He was to bo 
brought back to Loudon by ODe of them, and, the moment of departure 
being coma, the Chancellor's hat was nowhere to be found. After 8 

frnitlesa search in the apartment where the council had been'held, a page 
came with tbe hat iD his hand. saying aloud. and with great naivete • .. My 
lord, I found it in,the closet of his royal higbness the Prince of Wales." 
The other ministers were still in the hall, and Thurlow's confusion < 

.corroborated the inference which they drew . 
.a. Scarecrow to the HOUS8S,-With reference to preced.nts cited 

of the Chencellor ha...wg directed tho use of the grea1 seal during tho 
King's incapacity. Burke remarked, "But what is to be done when 
tbe Crown is in .. deliquium 1 It was intended. he had heard. to •• t up 8 

ma.n (Thurlow) with bJaek brows and .. large wig ... kind of scarecrow to 
the two Houses, who was to gil-e a factitious assent in the royal name, and 
thjs to be biDding on the p.ople at large." 

An Imposing .Aspect.-Althongh pret.nding (oays Campbell) to 
despise the opinion of others, he was aeting .. part, and his aspect was 
more 801eIDD and imposing than almost &111 other person's in public life
'80 much so that Mr. Fox used to BAy U it proved him dishonest, since uo 
JOan could be so wise as Thurlow looked." 

.a. Masked Battery,-Speaking generally. it WBB only on great 
occasions that he signaJised himself. He was & kind of gua,rda coda 
v .... l. which C&IlIIot meet .very turn and winding of 8 frigate that asooils 
her. but. "hen the opportunity olfers. pours .. broadside whieh seldom f&ila 
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of sinking the a.sso.ilant. His lordsltip. however, p088esscd B WCfL:?OD which 
he often brought into action with great .kill and elfeet. He would 
appear to be ignorant upon the snbjeet in debate, and with affected 
respect, hut visible derision, to seck for information npon it, pointing out. 
with a kind of dty solemn humour. contradictions and absurdities, whieh 
he profe.sed his own inability to explain, and ealling upon his adversari •• 
for their oxplanation. It was a kind of masked battery of the most 
aea.rching questions and distressing observations; it often discomfited his 
adversary. and seldom failed to force him into a very embarrnesing 
position of defence; it was the more e:ffective as, when he was playing it 
off, his lordship showed he had the eomnu,nd of much more formidablo 
millery.-Butler'. " Bemmillcences/' 

A Crushing Beply.-At tim .. (.ays Butler) Lord Thurlow WIIB 

superlatively great. It was my good fortune to he.r his celebrated reply to 
the Duke of Grafton during the inquiry into Lord Sandwich'. administra· 
tion of Greenwich Hospital. His grace's action and delivery when ho 
addressed the Honse were singnlarly digoiJied and graceful; but his matt.r 
was not equal to hi. manner. He reproached Lord Thurlow with his pl.beian 
extraction, and his recent admission into the llcerago. Particular circnm
stances caused Lord Thurlow's reply to make a deep impres8ion on me. 
Hi. lordahip had .poken too often, and began to ba heard with a .ivil, bot 
visible, impatience. Under these circumstances, he was attacked in tho 
manner we haTe mentioned. He rose from the woolsack. and adrnnced 
olowly to the pla.e whence the Chaneellor generally address .. the Honse; 
then, lilting on the duke the look of Jove when he graape the thunder, .. I 
am amazed," he said in a lOT'Cl tone of voice. II at the attsck the noble 
duke h88 made on me. Yes, my lordsu-coIlSiderably raising his voice
If I am amnzed at his grace's speech. The noble duke ClDD.ot look before 
him, behind him, and on either side of him, without sooing some noble 
peer who owes bis seat in this House to his successful exertions in tho 
profession to whi.h I belong. Does he Dot feel that it is as honourable to 
owe it to th •• e as to being the accidenl of "" accident 1 To all the.e 
noble lorda the language of the Doble duke is as appli •• ble and as 
insulting as it is to myself. But I don't fear to meet it single and alone. 
No one venerates the peerage more than I do; but I must say, my lords, 
thet the peerage 80lieited me, not I the peerage. Nay, more; I can say, 
ond will 8&Y, t·hat as 1\ peer of Parliament, as Speaker of this right honour
.ble Honse, as Keeper of the Great Seal, as guardian of his Majesty'. con· 
science. 88 Lord High Chancellor of England-nay, evon in that eharact-er 
alone in whi.h the noble duke wonld think it an aIfront to be considered 
-08 .. MAN:""I I\IIl at this moment as re.p •• tabl&-I beg leave to add I 
am at this time ns much respeeted--as the proudest peer I now look down 
upon." The effect of this speech, both within the walls of ParliamE'ot 
and out of them, was prodigious. It gave Lord Thurlow an •• ct'lldsn.y 
in the House which no Chancellor bad ever possessed: it invested him. in 
publio opinion. with a character of independence and honour; and this. 
though he WIlS ever on the unpopular aido in politics, made him always 
popular with the people. . 
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THE EARL OF SHELBURNE. 
(1737-1805.) 
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~ Shelburne JIIinisboy.-When Lon! North resigned in Mareh, 
1782, the King offered Lord Shelburn. w ploee" him at the head of the 
Treasury, hu' h. declined undertaking the formation of a ministry, in 
def.rence w the Marquis of I/nekingbam. " My lord," e&id Sh.lb1U1l8 w 
the latter, .. yon eould stand without _ but 1 eould Dot without you." 
A Cabinet was therefore formed by the marquis, in whicb Shelburn. and 
Fox became Secretariee of Stete, ad Burke Paymaster. Lord I/nekiogbam 
dying in the following JDly, Lord Shelburne took the Premiership, ad, 
the Fox party resigning, he adorned hie new Board (aa Walpole remarks) 
with " the moot neefc1 acquisitiOll, and by the moot artful address, of hie 
wbole odmioistration- offering the seals of Cb&Ileellor of the Excbequer 
w young William Pitt, wbo readily &ecopted them, and the more dilIicDit 
task of eDiistiog himaelf aa the rival of CharI .. Foz, wbo had wiahed w 
have him his me!Ul." 

I'latter;v Xissing its llla.rk.-Ho ...... Walpole report. that Lord 
Shelburne, on coming into office, told Chaneellor Thurlow, 88 a Dew dis~ 
covery he had j1l8t made, that h. waa amazed at the genius he found in 
the King. The Ch&Deelior laughed in hie face, and inetead of reporting 
the OIlCOmium w the King, aa Sh.lh1U1l8 oxpeoted. wid it w eoerybody 
.lee with .... tempt. . 

PzovokiDg.-Lord Shelburn. (_ked S. Rogere) eoDid O&y the 
moot provoking things, and yet ap_ quite UIlCODllCiollS of th.ir being 
eo. In one of hie speeehee, alluding to Lon! Carlisle, h. aaid, " The noble 
lord baa written a comedy." "No,. tragedy." "Oht I beg panlon. 
I thought n W88 • comedy." 

Dnel between :Lcml Bhelbunuo aJltl Colonel :E'n1lartoa.
Colonel Fullarton, member fm: Plympton, complained to the Houee, 011 the 
20th Mareh, 1780, of the "llIlgOIltlem&ll.!ike behavionr of the Earl of 
Shelb1U1l8, who had in effect dared to O&y that h. and hie regimeut were 
ae reedy to ad against the liberti .. of Engl&nd aa against her "".mi ..... 
A hoetiIe meeting waa the result, two deys after. "Colonel Fullarton," O&ys 
the ,A .... ....z Begiotw, .. daaired Lord Shelburne to tire, which hie Iordehip 
declioed, and ColOlla\ Fullarton ..... ordered by the secODde to tire. H. 
fired and miseed. Lon! Shelh ...... retllrllOd it ad miseed. Mr. FnllartoD 
theo fired hie ...... d pistol, and hit Lon! Shelh ...... in the right groin." 
The secOIlde interpoeed, bllt hie lordehip refneed to deliver up hie other 
pistol. which ..... still loaded. The colonel returned to hie position, and 
repeatedly deeired hie lordshiP to tire at him; but Lon! Shelhuroe replied, 
.. Sure. sir, you don't think I would fire my pistol at 1em." and fired it in 
the air. Colonel Fullarton then aaid, .. As y= lordehip is wOllDded, ad 
baa fired in the air, it is impooaible for me to go 011." HereupOll the 
I!OCOIlIIa declared that their prineip&le had both behaved aa mOD of the 
stricteet hono.... Th. Conrt of CommOll Council, having heard of the 
affair, BeIlt offieially to inquire" after hie lordship'. oafet,., eodangered in 
consequence of hie Ilpright and spirited eouduct in Par1iameDt." 

L 



146 .4NBCDQ'P.A.L HIB7'OBY 011 P~IAMBN!JL 

WIT·I.TAM PITT. 
(1759-1806.) 

A Child's AmbitioD.-In August. 1766, when the world "as 
agitated by the news that Mr. Pitt had become Earl of Ohstham. little 
William ""claimed ... I am glad that I am not the eldest eon. I ..... t to 
speak in the H01l88 of Commons. lib papa." . -. 

:hecociCIDII Criticism.-When he " .. at home (writca Macauley);' 
he had frequent opportuniti .. of hearing imporbmt dehate& at West
minster; and he heard them. not only with interest and enjoyment. but 
with a close acientifie af;tantion resembling that with which a diligent 
pupil at Gny's Hospital watches every turn of the had of & great 81D'g'8OIl 
th!ough & di1Iieult operation. On one of these oeeaaiODS, Pitt, a yonth 
whose abilities ""'" as yet known ouly to his family and to & omaIl knot 
of eo1Iege friends, wae introdneed em the etepe of the throne in the H01I88 
of Lords to Fox, "ho wae his &enior by e1e"", y ..... and "ho waa already 
the greaf;est debater and one of the grestaaf; orators that had appeared in 
England. F"" need afterwards to relete thet, .. the disensoiem proceeded, 
Pitt repeatedly turned to him and said, .. But surely, Mr. Fox, that might 
be met thus ;" or .. Yes; but he laye himeelf open to this retort." What 
the particular critieisme were, FOE had forgotten; imt he said he W&e 

. much atrnek at the time by the precocity of a lad who, throngh the whole 
sitting. II88III8Cl to. be thinking only hew all the epeeeh .. on hoth sid .. 
could be answered. 

.. _eve ...... Boy.n_The foDowing entry oeeure in tha Jouma1 
of Francis Hornar, 1805: .. On one oeeaaion, with Ward and John 
PODeODby, "hen there W&e a great deal of conversation about the exarcisee 
and eporta of tha commem people, the impoliey of suppresaing them. &0., 
and "hen ... e ran ...... the Dam .. of tha diJrerent public men, in the etata 
and the la .... whoee opinione upon nch a point of polieymight .. me to be 
of importance. I huarded Pitt's name. • Oh !' ue1aimed Windham.' Pitt 
never was a boy; besides, such questions WOD't conduce to tnake & 

minister.' " 
Biain.g ..... - When he first entered Parliament Pitt lived much in 

what may be termed a ea1eet club of his persona1 friends, young men of 
great talent, moot of whom looked up to him as their politieal leeder. 
They "ere about twenty.five in number. and met at the h01l88 of a 
man named Goosetree, in Pall Mall. Among them were Pratt (after. 
wards Lord Oamden), Altho"P (afterwards Lord Spencer), Gren-rille 
(afterwarde Lord Gren-.ille). Robineon (afterwarde Lord Rokeby). Smith 
(afterwards Lord Oarrington), Lords DnnO&DllOD, Euston, "".-HarfOf'd·, 
.. &cou..u..... of Wilberf ..... · .. 

!'itt's :E'irst Speech.-Oo the 26th of February (1781), Mr. Burke'. 
renewed Bill for the Reduction of the Oivil List W&e rejected by 233 to 
190. On this oeeosion Mr Sheridan and Mr. John Towushend mode their 
firot .pooch... But, ahove all. Mr. William Pitt epoke with a 1I ..... y. a 
pre.ision, a dignity, and & method which are uonally the acquirements of 
many years of practice. .Lord North de.1ared it W&e the best flr" speech 
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he bad ever heard. 'rhe eJfeet appears to he ... b .... prudigious. By no 
one was Hr. Pitt'. au ..... more warmly greatad than by Hr. rOl<. Lord 
Holland has zeIatad &Il aneedota whicb iJluatratea the p_ce of mind of 
the YOllllg orator. .. As Hr. FOl< hllrried up to Hr. Pitt to compliment 
him OIl his speech. an old mambar, said to ba General Grant, paaacd by 
md said, 'A.y, Hr. FOlI:, you are praising young Pitt for his speech. You 
may well do 80; for, excepting yourself. there's no man in the house can 
make aucb another; and, old as I am, I expact and hope to hear you both 
battling it within these walla as I bave dOllO your fathers before.' Mr. 
Fox, disconcertad at the awkward tllrll ef the oomplimOllt, W&B silent, and 
looked fooli&h; bot young Pitt, with great delieacy, readiness, and felicity 
of expression, UlSWered, • I bave no doubt, general, you would like to 
attain the age of 14ethuselah.'" Before long Hr. FOlI: had &Il opportunity 
of testifyiDg in poblic $a edmir&tion he bad avowed in private; &Ild early 
in the following year, in praisiDg & speech of Hr. Pitt, he said .. he could 
no looger lament the loss of Lord Chatham, for be WRR again living in his 
~ with all his virtues and all his talenta."-Bua.eU'. "Life ef FOal.'" 
Macaulay relatea in his hiography: .. Pitt mode his lirat speech in favour 
of Burke's plan of economical reform. Fox stood up at the same moment. 
bnt inatantly gave way. The lofty yet animated deportment of the young 
mambar, his perfect aelf.poaaeaaiOll, the readiness with which he replied 
to the orators who bad preceded him, the silver tones Of his voice, the 
perfect strncture of his IlIlpremeditstad aenten ... , astonished and delighted 
his hearers. Burke, moved even to tears, excla.imed, • It is not a chip of 
the old block; it is the old block itself.' • Pitt will ba one of the lirat men 
in Parliament,' said .. membep of the Opposition to Fox. (He is 80 

already,' &n8Wered Fox, in whose nature envy had no place. It is a. 
eurio1l8 fact, well remembered by some who were very recently living, 
that soon after this deba.te Pitt's name was pnt up by Fox at Brookes's." 

Aga.meIllJlOD amd .&chillea.-A. debate OIl the Army Estimates 
took place in the Honae of Commoll8, December, 1781. Lord George 
Germain bad taken occasion two deys bafore to decw. thet, ba the coo. 
sequences what they might, he would never consent to sign the indepen
dence of the colonies. Lord North, on the contrary, had ahOWll strong 
symptoms of yislding. Pitt waa inveighing with moch fo... against 
these discordant counsels at 80 perilous & juncture, when the two ministers 
whom he arraigned drew ol ... &nd begm to whisper, while Mr. Welbure 
Ellis, & grey-hai:red placemau. of diminutive size, the butt of .. Junius" 
UIlder the by.name of Grildrig, bant down his tiny head between thcm. 
Here Pitt pensed in his argument, md, gl&ncing at the group, exclaimed, 
.. I will wait IlIltil the 1ID&I1imity is a little better restored. I will wait 
IlIltil the Nestor of the Treasury has reconciled the di1I'erence between the 
Agamemnon and the Achilles of the American war,"-Stanhope'. "Life 
0/ Pitt." 

Speaking under Di1Iiculties.-Wilberforee said: .. When Pitt 
undertook, OIl Febrnary 21st, 1788, the diJIi.nlt task of defending tbe 
recent peace, I well remember that he was 80 oppressed by a. severe sick
heedsche &8 to be scarcely able to hold up his head. Fox lISSIIiled him in 

L2 
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a very able speech,.;;' t. e midst of which Pitt was obliged, from aetual 
siclmeos; to retire to tte 'entry door called Solomon's Poreh, behind th~ 
Speaker's chair. ·1 seem to see him holding the door in one hand, while 
he yielded 10 his malady, and 1111'DiDg his ear towards Ihe Honee, that, if 
p ... ible, he might Dot I ... & single _tence that Fo~ uttered. Never do . 
I recollect to have wilne80ed BDch a triumph of mind over physieal 
depre .. ion. When Fox oal down ha replied to him wilh great ability, 
though with Ie .. brilliancy than DB1lIOI; bul on a renewal of tha e&III8 

discl1S8ion, a few da.ys after, in a different form, he made one of the 1inest 
speeches ever delivered in Parliament!' 

The Xing's Critioism 011 his Oratory.-on one oeeosion, in 
Pitt's earlier careor 8S a Minister (1784), George m. thus wrote to him on 
his conduct of a debate: .. I cannot conclude without exprBBBing my 
fu\\est approbation of the conduct of Mr. Pitl on Monday. 10 particular, 
his employing a razor agaiust his antagoniste, and never condescending to 
run into that rodone .. which, though common in that Honao, certainly 
never becomes a gentleman. If he proceeds in this mode of oratory. h& 
Will bring debatee into a shape more creditable, and correct that, as well 
88, I trust, many more e,ils, which time and temper only can e1feot." 

An .. Inspired" Spea.ker.-Harford relatee that on the breaking 
l'P of tha House, after the memorable debate on the a1ave trade in which 
Pitt spoke ao fillely (1792), Windham, who was by no means pertial to 
Pitt, and who did not take the abolition side, met Wilberforee and 
.. coated him tho.: .. ~y, if your friend Pitt should apeak often .. 
ho did leot night, he will make converle of us all. It W8S as if he we .. 
iDspired.u 

BiB lIII:oat :B1feotive Speeoh.-on the 18th of May, 1803, war 
was declared, and on the 23rd and 24th occurred one of the most memor
able dehates which ever took place in the House of Commons. On the 
first wght Pitt spoke, and on the ... ond, Fox, and both e~erted their 
highest powers. Of Pitt's speech Lord Malmesbury 88YO: .. Pitt's speech 
\sst night W8S the filled he ever made. Never was any speech 80 cheered, 
or 80 incessantly and loudly applauded." But the best account we haVQ 

of this speech is from a letter of Lord Dudley, then Mr. Woed, to the 
Rev. E. Copleston (afterwards Bishop of L1andolf): .. Whatever' may 
have been ita comparative merita, its e:l!ect.s were astonishing, and, I 
believe, uneqnalled. Whon he cam. in, which he did not till after Lord 
Howkeebury had beell speaking n.orly an hoor, all the attention of the 
Honse waa withdrawn for some moments from the orator and fixed on 
him; and as he walked up to his place, his name w .. repasted aloud by 
many persona, for want, I imagine, of BOlDe other way to express their 
feelings. Erskine and Whitbread were heard with impetience, and when, 
.t the end of • tedious hOllr and a half, he rose (twenty minutee to eight), 
there was flrst a TIolcut and almost uuiversal cry of ' Mr. Pitt! Mr. Pitt!' 
He W88 then cheered beforo he had uttered a oyllabie-& mark of ap_ 
bation which W88 repeated .t almost all the brilliant peaoagea and remark
able 8entiment." j and when he eat down (nine), thero followed Olle of the 
longest, most eAg~~, Mut mC''lflt, fll1thUAiastic bursts of applause I ever 
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heard in any place on any occasion. As far 88 I dbsel'1'ed, however, it was 
eon1ined to tho parliamontary 'Hoor him! Hoat'h1m!' but it is possible 
tho oxcl&m&tiono in tho body of tho honoo might have hindered me from 
.booring the clopping of hondo in tho galJery. This wonderful agitotion, 
you will readily perceive, it would not ho fair to .. criho wholly to the 
ouperiority of his eloquence on that particular occasion. He was ap· 
plauded before he spoke,. which is alone a 8Ufficient proof. Much must 
ho attributod to his return at such an awful moment to an .... mbly which 
ho bed boon accustomed to rule. from which he bed been long ahoent [h. 
had .... gned office in 1801]. and in which he had noUeft a BUc .... or; some 
little, perhaps, to his addressing a new Parliament, in which there. were 
many members by whom he bed neve. or rarely hoen h~ard. and whose 
-eurioeitymust of course have been raised to the highest pitch."-Bu8,eZl's 
" Life oj Foz." 

Lord Lytton's lines in u St. Stephen'a " recall the eircmrurt.ances which 
lent to many of Pitt's ~ech ... 0 much of their eff.ct ,~ 

II If read the oratioDa, and forgot the age, 
Words that breathed fire ue ashes on the pflgo. 
Oh to have heard them in the breathless baJl, 
When E1I1'Op8 paled before the ma.ddeaing Gaul; 
When marta resounded wi~ the trumpet's blo.ro, 
Fleets on the deep and blWlers in the air. 
The veryle.u11a thet lalar oriti .. find 
Were merits then-the tmheaitatiDg mind, 
The ael£-relianoe, loft.r and severe, 
Tha.t grand monotony-a BOu! meere, 
That scorn of IanOJ', that firm grasp of fact, 
Tha.t c1read to theoriae in the hO'Dl' to a.ct, 
Seem'd form'd to brave the elementalahock, 
And type to England her own Ooea.u.rock." 

The British Constitution.-In his apeech on Fox'. motion for an 
-addreso to the King, in March. 1784. Pitt thllB d .. cribed tho British' 
(Jonotitution, "Tho Constitution of this country is its glory. But in 
what a Dice adjuatment does its excellence consist I Equally free from 
the diatraetiono of democracy and the tyranny of monarchy. its happinese 
is to ho found in its mixture of parts. It waa this mim conotituiion 
which the wisdom of our ancoetors devised. and which it will be .ur 
wisdom inviolably to support. They <!xperionced all the vicissitud .. ""d 
diatraetiono of a republic. They felt all the vaeoa1age and deopotiem of a 
ohupla monarchy. They abandoned both. and. by blending e .. h together; 
·oxtraetod a ~m which has been tho envy and adIr!iration of the 
world!' . 

Forbidding the BlUUls.-The fineet. in all prohobility. of hi. 
apeooh .. (remarks Broughom) is that upon tho pc""e of 1783 and the 
Coalition, when he closed .hi. magnificent per.ration by thot noble yet 

• This was evidently moat unusual in Pitt', time, although it has meG 
become a common practice. The passage also show. that II Hoa'l' him~" w~ 
:then the pa.rliament.aq sign of a.pproba.tion. 
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simple figurej re .And-i'this inauspicious union b~ not already consum.. 
mated. in the name of my country .1 forbid the banna," 

llve.-Pitt one night, alluding to hie amall number of adherents on 
the Declaratory Bill, said that ha appeared in the House of Commons &8 

Eve in" the garden of God, single and naked, yet not .. hAmed.-Orford' .. 
Memoir •. 

llzceptioDS.-On hie Additional Force Bill. in 1805, Pitt had • 
meeting of country gantlemen to consider the measure. One of them 
objected to a clause for ca1ling out the foree, which he ineisted should not 
be done If except in case of actual invasion!' Pitt replied. U That would 
be too lata; JJ but the gentleman still insisted on the case of (( actual 
invasion." By.and.by they came to another clatlBe to render the force 
more dieposable; the same gentleman objected again, and ineisted very 
warmly that he never would eonaent to ita heing aent out ef England. 
U Except, I suppose," rejoined Pitt, If in case of actual invasion." 

Kia Classical Studies.-Pitt (aaid Lord Grenville) "aacribed his
lIuency to the following cUo11l11Stancee: At Hay .. (hie father'a &eat), 
where they lived in great seclusion, it was his custom in the morning 
to construe his author. Virgil or Livy, to his tutor, Mr. W'll80D; and in 
the afternoon, after too, to translate the 88me passage freely, with th .. 
\>ook open befo .. him, to hie fathor and the rest of the family. He often 
mentioned this to me as the way he thought he acquired his ftueney 
in public speaking; and it is remarkable that in conversation. whell 
an ancient writer was quoted, he o1 ... ya turned the paasage into English 
(for his own use, as it seemed) before he appeared completely to enter 
into it--a. habit I ascribe to thiB practice." Redhead Yorke mentions his 
being present when aomebody quoted the following passage £rem the "D .. 
Claris Oratoribua" of Cicero to M:r. Pitt: {I Est cum eloquentia sient 
:fIa.mmA: materia alitur, mota excitatur, ot urendo clarescit!' It was 
observed that it .... untranslatable, on .which" Mr. Pitt immediately 
replied, .. No, I should translate it thus: c It is with eloquenoo 88 with a 
flame. It requires fuel to feed it. motion to excite it, and it brightens as. 
it bums!"-S. Bogers' II .Recollections." 

Kis Style.-Lord Brongham mentions that Pitt's style was called 
by Mr. WindhAm .. a state.paper alyle," in aIluaio .. to ita combined dignity 
and poverty; and the same nice observer. referring to the eminently 
skilful way in which Pitt bo1anced hie phrases, .. iled near the wind, and 
.. emed to diacloa. much whilst he k.pt the greater part of hie meaning to 
himself, declared that .. he verily believed Mr. Pilt could speak • king's 
speech olr·hand." 

l'inisheil Oratory.-Wllberfo .. e aaid that Pitt came into Parlia
ment 80 accomplished an orator that in the arrangement of his matter, 
ths fore. of his .. asoning, and in all the grec .. of finished elocution, his 
first speechea we .. almost equo1 to hie Iaat. Mr. WindhAm's speeches, he. 
said, were known to have been prepared with assiduous care. and, though 
intel'8poned with anecdotes which seemed spontaneous, to have been 
written down befo", delivery. Sheridan's we.. ao diligently elaborated 
that hs had be.n known often, befo .. the Occurrence of • great debate, to 
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shut himself in his room, day aftsr day, whe .. h;-";as hea.rd deQ!&iming 
for hours. . . 

.a. B.etort.-Lord Brougham told Bishop Wilberforoe, in convers.· 
tion: .. I have hea.rd Pitt frequently. He was very great; not so 
persuasive .. Fox i you ne .. er so much lost sight of the great artist 
But wonderfo1-a power of endl ... speech-too much 80 with the same 
grandeur on every subject, perhaps. One of the finest I ever hea.rd 
w.. on the .ttsck on Lord St. Vincent's administration of the navy. 
Lord had said, • We feel safe during this administration,' 
and Sir W. Curtis had said, • Whilst ths navy is in the hands it now is, 
the City is at rsst. and we can sleep soundly in our beds! We 
expected to hear more of all this, and when Pitt osme forward he said, 
• Oonfidence, Sir. in some minds strikes ita roote 80 deep that nothing 
can shake it. I have no doubt that if our great enemy had posses. 
sion of Plymouth, if his shipa commanded Portsmouth herbour. if 
they already held the mouth of the Thames, thet some men would 
still feel quite safe if the navy we .. administered by the noble lord, 
end thet worthy aldermea might even sleep more soundly than 
ever.'" 

.a. :r.&ob"s B.eoollection.-St.teamen .t 1'1&:J.-Mis. France. 
Williams Wynn (sister of the Right Hon. C. W. Wynn. referred to 
among our .. Minor Calsbriti .. ") in her" Dierias of a Lady of Quality" 
records .ome observations of Mr. Pitt, whom shs met during & visit to 
her uncle, Lord Grenville. towards the oI .. e of the last century. She 
says; .. I was diasppointed in that turned.up nose. and in that counte· 
D8Ilce, in whioh it was 80 impossible to find any indication of the mind, 
and in that panon .... hich was 80 deliciont in dignity thet he had 
bsrdly the air of "gentleman. • • On the .econd day arrived Lord 
Wellea1ey •• whom I thought very agreeable. • • After we had retirad 
for the night. I hea.rd from the library, which was under my room, the 
most extraordinary noises-barking, mewing, hissing, howliug, interspersed 
with violent shoute of laughter. I .ettled that the servante had com. 
into the room, and had got drunk and riotous; and I turned to sleep 
when the noise had .... ed. Never ean I forget my dismsy (it was more 
than aatoniahment) when next day at breakfast I heerd that my wiae 
uncle and his two wise gll88te, whom we had left talking, 88 I supposed, 
of the fate of Europa, had "pyed in the room a little bird; they did not 
wiah it to be shut up there all night; therefore, aftsr having opened 
f!/Vtlry window, these great wise men tried every variety of noise they 
could make to frighten out the poor bird." 

Pitt's Disinterestedness. - In the diary of the Right Hon. 
George Rose occurs tbe following: "March 19, lS01.-With Mr. Pitt 
alone the whole evening, when a conversation arose about his own situa.
tion. On mentioDing to 1Um that an intention had been expres8ed by 
many friends of bringing forwerd a motion in the House of Commons 
.. specting a grant to him, he assured me in tho most 80lemn mannor of 

• Then Ea.rl of Mornington.. 
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bis hed determiDation on no eonsideration whatever to aecept anythlng 
from the public; rather than do ... hich ha would struggle with any diffi. 
culties; that if he had had the good fortune to carry tha country safe 
through all ite:dangera. ODd to have ..... it in a etate of prosperity. he 
ebonld have had a pride in accepting nch a grant; hnt that under all 
tha praeent circumetancee of the situation of. tha country. and of himself. 
it WIIB utterly ineonsistent with his feelinge to receive anythlng. In all 
which (notwithstanding tha esvera praesura I am aura ha has upon him) I 
could not do otherwise than entirely concur with him." 

.6. Baaoncilia.tio... hev ..... tea. - Lord Brougham relatee the 
following .. a "eingular Inetan .. of ths great e1fecte of trivi.al circum. stan...... During tha co.operation of all parties against !rIi:. Addington·. 
Government. in the spring of 1804.. Mr. Pitt and Mr. O. Lang .... re one 
night paaeing tha doer of Brook .. •• club.houee. an their way from the 
Houee of OOlnmone. when Mr. Pitt .... ho had not been there ein.e the 
Ooalition af 1786. said he had a great mind to go in and sap. His wary 
friend said ... I think you had better not." and tam.d aside the wall. 
conceived intention. When w.· reflect. eays Brougham. on tha high 
faTOUl' Mr. Pitt W88 then in with the Whigs. and eonsider the nature of 
Mr. Fox .. well &8 his own, .... can heve littl. doubt-of the oordial friend· 
ship "hich euch a· uight would have cemented, and that ths uDian of the 
two parties .. ould have been oomplete. 

ft. State_'s :r.aat.-Pitt died on the 23rd of January. 1806 
-...tly • quarter of a eentnry after his entran .. into the Ho .... of 
Oammone. H. had been greatly affected by the news of Napoleon'. 
_ ...... at Ulm. and afterwards at A_rlits, ... hich to his mind more 
than counterbalan.ed the .... nt vi.tory of N claon over the French lleet 
at Trafalgar. His 1aet ... arde are said to have been. " Oh! ho ... I leave 
my country "-or (( how I love" it i for the word was indistinct1,. uttered. 
The am opreaaion. how.ver. appears the m .... ¥Oheblo. 

CHARLES JAMES FOX. 
(1749-1806.) 

:rOll: ..... el !'itt ilL ChilcJhoad.-In 1767. Lady Holland. mother 
of Fox. paid a viBit to Lady Ohatham. of whi.h eb. gave the following 
.... unt to her husband: "I have been this morning with Lady Heeter 
Pitt; and th ... is little William Pitt. now eight years old, and really the 
clevereot child 1 ever ..... and brought up .. etri.tly and 80 proper in his 
behaviour that,-mark my "ord&-that littl. hoy will be a thorn in 
CharI .. •• aid ... long .. h. liv..... A very singular prediction (remarks 
Earl Ruaae\l). ebowing not only tha early .levern ... of the two boys, but 
the .h.riehed ambition of their parents. the wiae etricin ... of Lord and 
Lady Ohatham. and the aagacity of Lady Holland. It is (wrote Walpol.) 
a singular and perhaps a totally novel combination of .ircumBtan ... that 
CharI .. Fox end William Pitt. the accond BOne of Henry Lord Holland 
and Wim.m Lord Chatham. who th.mAAlvoo we", accond .0lIS, ebould 
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become rinls ""d tl!e first men in the House of OommODS. as their fath.", 
had heen .littl. mlml thoa twenty years before. 

!'irsI; Appearaace of I'oz in Parliam.eJlt, .... a his Barl¥ 
Speechee.-Ohar1ee Fox .... returned for Midhurst in May. 1768. "h.n 
h. was onlJ nineteen 1ear8 and four monthe old. H. took hia .eat in the 
following No'relllh.r.. H. mad. his first speech in the House of 
Oommons on the 9th of March. 1769. wh.n h. was little more thoa 
twenty 1ear8 of age. It eeems to ha... been on • point of ord • ..-. 
tringular topie for 80 JOORg • man. On the 8th of May h. spoke ageinst 
the potition of the electors of Middlesex in favour of their right of e1eotiog 
W"Ukeo. Of this speech Horace Walpol. ohe.Rea: "CharI .. FeD:. not 
:ret twenty ...... """"""'" Burk. with great quickn ... and parts. hnt with 
confidence eqnaIIy premstnre." Sir Richard Heron, in • Iettor to Sir 
Charles Bunbury, says: ":Mr. Fox, who, I suppose, was your schoolfellow, 
and who Ie hnt twenty. made a great fignre Iaet night upon the potition of 
the Middleaex freehold.rs. H. spoke with great spirit. in ""y parJi&. 
mentary language. ...d entored ""Y deoply into the queation on eon
etitotiooal priooipl.!· Lord Holland, proud of his farourit<> boy. writea 
thne to his friond Mr. Oampbell, of Oawdor: "I am told (and willingly 
helieve it) Char1ee Fox spoke extrem.ly well. It".. all oif.hand. all 
argumentative. in reply to Mr. Burke and Mr. W.dderbnrne. and .,,,, .... 
oiveJy well indeed. I hear it spoke of by everybody as • moot extraordi
nary thing. and I am, you .... not a Iittl. pleased with it. I am told 
Char1ee eould never make • hetter speech thoa ha- did on Monday."
Buo •• U'. " Lif. of F..,!· Horace Walpole writea to Sir Horae. Mann in 
April. 1772: "I went to the Honea of Commons the other day to hear 
Chari .. Foz, oontrary to a reeolution I had made Ilever to eat my foot 
there again. It Ie etrange how disuse m&kes on. awkward; I felt a palpi
tation ... if I were going to speak there myself. The object an .... red: 
Fox's abilities are amazing at so very esrly a poriod. eep.oiaIly nud.r the 
eireumstan ... of sneb • diesolute life. H. was jnet arrived from N .w
market. had BBt up drinking all night. and had not been in bed. How 
snch talente m&k. one leugh at Tully's ru!es for an orator. and hie ind.
fatigable applieetion. Ria lshenred orations ars puerile in eompariaon of 
this boy's manIT reBBOU." 

An Artist's Sketch.~Lord Holland relatea the following apropos 
of the personal appearance of Fox: "Ie I have in my possession 8. singular 
proof of tho fignre and impreeeion Mr. Fox made on his first appearanc.-as . 
an orator. A JOORg artist. and I heIi .... a reporter of d.hetea. a Mr. 
Snrteea, of Maioforth. happ.ned to be in the gall.ry whan h. first spoke. 
At that period no _gor was allowed to m&k. notes. or take any paper 
or nots-book into the gallery for that purpose .. But this gentl.man. 
struck with the appesroaee of the TOuthfoJ orator. tore off part of his 
shirt. and sketched on it, with a pencil or bumt stick, 8. Ukene88 of him, 
whieb ho afterwards tried to finleh at hiB lodgings. and whicil. ;,wiog to 

• s. Rogera mentions, on Fori authority, that he was abroad at the time of 
hIa oIeetiIon. - -



1540 ANEODOTAL HIBXOBY 0' P ARLUMEN'l'. 

the care of Mr. Sharpe and kindne .. of Mr. Fletcher, is still preserved in' 
my pceseOBion at Rolland RC7IIBO, retaining many traits of reeembJanee to 
the dark, intelligent, and BDimated feetnree of Mr. FOL" 

CharacteriatiCJI of his Speechea.-" Con ....... tion" Sharpe relatee 
of Mr. Fox thet he 80metime. put the arguments of his sd .... narlee in 
suoh an sdvant.geous light thet his friende were alarmsd Ieet he should 
faU to answer them. To state one by one the arguments of the Opposi. 
tien, and one by one to reply to them, was the charaotsristic of his 
speaking, and without the aid of this text upon which to hong his 
comments he could make little progreee. The opening of his speeoh .. was 
almoet always bad. Until he got warmed with his subject he heeitated 
and stammered, and he often continued for long together in a tame and 
common-plaee etrain. Even in his highest IIights he indulged in ineeeeant 
repetitions, was negligent in his language, and. was neither polished nor 
exact in his etylO. N otwithetending th ... defects, he enrcieed a pro. 
digious influence over his hearers. U He forgot himself," says Sir James 
Mackintosh, .. and everything around him. Re darted fire into his 
audienoe. - Torrents of impetuoue and irresistible eloquence ewopt along 
their feelinge and convictions."-Quarlerly.Beviow. .. In the moot 
imperfect relic of Fox's speeches," said Erskine, n the bones of a giant 
are to be discovered," 

The Magician's W .... a.-M ... ulaymentions thet a French gentle. 
;JIl8Il expressed some surprise at the immense influence which Fox, a man 
-<>f pleeoure, ruined by the di.e-box and the turf, exercised over the 
English natioD. II You have not," said Pitt, "been under the wand of. the 
magician!' 

.a. Cut Dismiasal.-Foir. took office noder the Administration of 
Lord North in 1770, bnt; dieegreeing with his chiefs on their poIioy with 
regard to America, and showing & leening towards more liberal meeenree 
generally, he was dismiased in 1774 by the following Iaconi. letter from 
the hesd of the Government: .. Sir,-IIia M.jeety has thonght proper to 
order a new commission of the ~ to be made out, in which I do 
not perceive your name.-NoBTB," Nine years alter this, he and North 
jointly formed the celebrated Coalition Ministry nudar the Duke of 
Portland. 

The Westminster SCI:1LtUI¥.-At the genaral election of 1784 
Fox was retnmed for Weatminster, after a contest which lasted from tho 
1st of April to the 16th of May. Lord Roed was at the top of the pcu. 
Fox being next, witb 6233 votes, against 5998 for the defeated Tory can· 
didets, Sir Co.U Wray. The latter demanded a .orutiny, and tho high 
bailiff of Westmineter (a member of the Tory party) took upon himaelf 
on this ... ount to withhold the return to the '!I'ril N othwithstaodiog 
repeated motions in the Ronee, whi.h were defeated by the Minis. 
toriali.ts, the matier stood O\"8r for eight mootha, Fox being oompelled 
meanwhile to lind ... at for a Scoteh borough. Soon after the meeting 
of Parliament in 178.5, the high baililf was called to tho bar of the Rouse 
and examinod on the subje.t, when he gave evidenoe thet the .crutiny 
would probab!,. take more theu two years. Mr. We1bore Ellis moved the, 
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the high baililf should be commanded to make a retum to the writ; but an 
am.ndmant to the eontra.y .!f.ot was carried hr 174 to 85. Motion and 
counter-motion were repeatedly made. with aimilar result, until, on the-
8rd of Marcb, the Pitt pa.rty .. sre besten by 162 to 124, and ·tb. direction 
to the high bsiliIf was consequ.ntly issued. Hood and Fox ... re reo 
tumed, and Fox then brougbt an .. tion in the Oomot of Oommon Pleas 
against the high bsiliIf for not retorning him in the first instanee, laying 
hie damages at £100,000. Th. action .... tri.d before Lord Lough
borough, and the jury gave Fox the v.Mict, with damages of £2000, 
which Fox allotted to the charities of Westminsler. 

Quelling Interrnpti011.-But for the inferiority of tho subj.ct 
(remarks Brougham), the apeech upon the Westminster scrutiny, in 
17M, might perhaps b. plaeed at the hesd of all Fox's apeech.s; A 
fortUJl&te cry of .. Order! )) which he early raised in the Tery exordium, by 
affirming thet .. far from e:q>BCting any indulgence, he collld ...... Iy 

. hope for b&re justice from the House:' gave him oecasion for dwelling" 
on this topic, and preesing it hom. with aditional ill_tion; till tho 
redonbled blo... and repeated bursts of extemporsneoUB declamation 
almost overpowered the audienC".e. while they wholly bore down any further 
interruption. 

mectiou Pleas .... tries.-Many steri .. illustrstive of Fox's good 
temper and ready wit at election tim .. were current in hie own day. 
Among them was one of his canvass at Westminster, where a shopkeeper 
on the opposite sida, whom h. ask.d for hie vots and interest, produced 8 

halter, which he said w .. all h. could give him. Fox thanbd the man, 
but .oid he could not think of depriving him of it, as no doubt it was .. 
family relic. 

The Eing's Dislike to 1'0:0:.-Wh.n Fox ki .. ed hands on 
b.coming one of the Oo.lition Ministry in 1783, Lord Townah.nd .. id: 
"ho &8W the King tum back hie e ... and eyes just like tho liorse at 
Astl.y's wh.n the tailor ho hod determined to thro ...... getting on him." 

Goat! Humour iD. Defe .. t.-On the 18th of Dec.mber, 1783, Mr. 
Fox .... c\ismissed from offic.. On the following day Mr. Pitt .... msd:~ 
First Lord of the Tr .... ry and Ohancellor of the Exchequer. Upon tho 
&&me day (says Russell) the Honse of Oommons met. At three o'clock 
Lord North entered the honae and teok his seat on tho Opposition bench. 
Mr. Fox, who soon followed, finding Mr. Dundas OD, the same bench, 
joeularly took him hr the arm, oaying, .. What bnaine .. hove yon on this P' 
-go over to the Treasury bench." This incident. raising & laugh in 
which both· partie. joined, .... a good humoured prelude to one of tIl. 
most violent party contests of modem times. 

The Bight of Illquiry iD.to MiD.isterial Jl'egotia.tiollB.-In 
the apring of 1792, a vote of censnrs upon Pitt .... propO&&d for his 
oonduct in arming against RtlS8ia. while at the same time pursuing nego. 
tiations with that power to adjust dilIicultie. reapecting Turkey. Tho 
apeech of Fox on the occasion, ag&inst the Minister, is a good example of 
hie atyle, and at the B&Dle time 80 forcibly conveys ideas repeatedly urged 
in the Hoose of CClDDlODS under almn~t identieal circ1llllStancea, that it. 
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might be· consid.red the mod.l on ... hieh mnilor complaints be ... sin"" 
been founded. In the opening of his speech Mr. Fox said: If Never waa 
there an occasion in which a minister WIB exhibited to this House in cir. 
cumstances 80 ungracious as those under which he at present appears. 
Last session of Parliament we had. no fewer than foUl' debates upon the 
queation of the al'llUlDlOllt in which the right honourable gentl.man 
involv.d tbia country, without cond •• c.nding to explain the obj.ct which 
be had in vi.... Th. minority of tbia House siood forth against the 
monstroua measure of involving the country without unfolding the reason. 
Th. mini.tsr proudly and obstinBtsly refused, and call.d on the majority 
to support him. W. gave our opinion .t lorge on the aubj.ct, and with 
eff.ct, as it turn.d out, on the public mind. On that of the right honour
able gentleman, however, -we were not successful; for what WB8 his COIl

duct P H. replied to ua, • I h...,. what you say. I could answ.r a.U your 
charges; but I know my duty to my king too well to submit, at tbia 
moment, to .xpose the •• crets of tbe State, and to l&y the re_no before 
you of the measure on wliich I demand your confid.nce. I choose rother 
to lie lor a time under all the imputatiOD8 which you may heap upon me, 
trusting to the .xp!&uation. which will com. at !&ot.' Such was 'xplicitly 
hie language. How.ver I might diJfer from the right honoursble g.ntle
man in opinion, I felt for his situation. There was in this excuse some 
eIiedow of ..... on by which it might be poeoibl. to d.f.nd him, when the 
whole of hie conduct cam. to be inTOBtigated. I thought it hard to goad 
him, wh.n perhapo h. considered it as unsafe to .xpose what he was doing. 
But wh.n the conclueion of the n.gotiation had loosed him from his 
l.ttero, when h. had CBSt off the tromm.1e that bound him, I thought that, 
like the horse d .. cribed by Homer (if I rem.mbered I would quote tho 
lin •• l, .xulting in the freeh paoturee after h. hed freed himo.lf from the 
bridl., the right honoursbl. gentl.man would have boon eag.r to moet us 
with .... ry eort of explanation and satisfaction. I thought that, reetrained 
by no d.licacy, and panting only for the mom.nt that wao to re.tore 
him to the meane of d.veloping and of .xpatiating upon .... ry port 
of hie cunduct thet wa. mysieriouo; of cle&riDg up that which had 
be.n reprobated, of repolling on the h.ads of hi. adveroarieo thOO8 very 
... uaotiona with which th.y had load.d him - the right honourablo 
gentl.man would have had but on. wieh, that of coming forward in a 
bold and manly mann.r, and end.avouring to make hiB .ause good agaiDet 
118 in the faoe of the world. Hoa h. don. 80 P Hoa h •• ven gi ... n us the 
meane of inquiring folly and fairly into hie conduct P No ouch thing. 
He lays before us a set of papers. so.ffi.eient indeed, 88 I shall contend, to 
found a otrong criminal charge of mi.conduct ageiDot him, but .vidently 
mutilated, garbled, and imperf.ct, with & view of precluding that foll 
inquiry which hie conduct d.mand., and which w. hod ev.ry reaoon 
to exp.ot h. would not have ohrunk from on this day." After & lengthy 
review of the whole of the circumstances. the speaker concluded. as 
follows: U A. right honoura.ble gentleman (Mr. Dundas), in exeuse tor 
withholding popers, ask.d what foreign pow.r would negotiate with an 
Enlliioh (Jobinet if th.ir •• crets w.re lik.ly to ba d.veloped and expoood 
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to the idle curiosity of a House of Oommons P I do not dread such .. 
consequence. but, if I must be pushed to extremes, if nothing WeN left 
me but an option bet .... n oppoeite evils, I should have no hesitation in 
choosing. I Better haTe DO dealings with them. It all,' I should answer, 
'if the right of inquiry into .v.ry part of a negotiation th.y think fit, 
and of knowing why th.y are to vote the money of their constituents, be 
denied the House of Commons.' But there is something like .. reasou 
why no foreign pow.r will nogotiate with us, and that .. muoh better 
reason than a dread of disclosing th.ir s.crets, in the right honourable 
gentleman'. eumplo. I declare, tbsrefore, for the genius of our Oonsti
tution, against tho practice of his Maj .. ty'. ministers. I declare that the 
duties of this House are, vigilance in preference to Becney. deliberation 
in· preference to dispatch." The vote of censure was reje.ted by 244 
to 116. 

1""" a.nd his l'arty.-Fox (eays Earl R1IBOOll) was .. g....t apea.ker, 
and, in the worde of Burke, the greatest dehater tha world ever .. w. 
Not place or power, but reputation .. an orator, wae tho object of his 
ambition, .. he declares in one of his earliest loiters to an intimate friend 
and relation. He inspired dection rather than admiration.· In his worst 
days an observer said of his party, .. There are ouly forty of them, but 
every one of them is randy to be henged for FOL"-Sir Jameo Mackintosh 
recorde tha worde of Burke, silt yaars after intercourae between himself 
aDd Fox had ceased: II To be sure, he is a IIl&Il made to be loved!' . 

The Sov ...... ign l'eople.-In the b.ginning of May, 1798, the Duke 
of Norfolk presid.d at a great dinner of the Whig Olub. At tho cloee of 
the evening he gave 88 a toast, n Our Sovereign-the People." or, as 
Lord Holland relates it, U The Peopl~ur Sovereign," Upon the 1'9port 
of the .. doings he was dismiseed by the Orowu from the Lord Lieutenancy 
of the west Riding of Yorkehire. Fox, glad to defend what he con
sidered tho true doctrin., went afterwarde to the Whig Olub, and gave 
the eamo toast which had caused eo much o!fenc. in the mouth of the 
DlIlre of N odoll<. For this Pitt struck his name out of the Privy 
Oouncil. . 

.. All the To.lellts."-Qn the death of Pitt (January 23rd, 1806), 
the King, in spite of his. antipathy to Fox, was compelled to appl;y to 
Lord Granville to form a Ministry in which he knew that stateeman muet 
be included. Ito leading membere w~ .. Lord Gl'&Ilvill ... Firat Lord of 
the Treasury; Fox •. Windham, and Spencer. Secretfuies of State; Erskine, 
Lord Ch ..... llor; Addington, Privy Seal; Grey, Firat Lord of the 
Admiralty; Lord Heury Petty, Ohan.olIor of the Exch.quer; Sheridan, 
Paymaster General. To this combination tho name of U All the Ta.lent&" 
wae first appli.d by ito friende, and ofterwarda as a term of ridicule 
by ito oppon.nto, especially Mr. Oanning • 

.a. Ca.ndid Confessioll.-LordBrougham wrote to .Mr. Macvey 
N spier in 1838: Ii I believe Pitt W88 wrong in 1804, and I have said 80, 

because it was true, and not. because I am a Fouta, which I may be, 
and yet greatly blainS his conduct in parlicular cases: 88 I told Fox 
himself on Lord Ellenborough's being InBdo " Ca.biuet Miuister, when 
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he replied, drolll enough: • I like to he supported .. h... 1 a", ... the 
fIJf'O'ng, J IJ 

I'oziana.-The following facts respecting Fox are given in S. Rogera' 
fI Recollections" :-Lord Grenville said, II his speeches were full of repe
titious. H. DSOd to "1 that it was nee ... ary to ho"""or.t into th.".; 
but I rather think he could not do oth.rwi.e.-Lord Holland related that 
when Fox first entered office. heing dissatisfied with hie handwriting. he 
took 1easous.-G80rge m. (said tha Duke of Wellington) was no ];stener. 
When Fox came out of the closet once, somebody sa.id, .. You have had a 
long audience." "Given one, you 1I186D," was his 8D8Wer. 

Grattan'. CharactaJ.o of I'oz..-His name excites tenderDS8B and 
wonder. To do justice to that immortal person, you must not limit your 
vie .. to hie eountry. His geniua was not confined to Eugland; it .... 
seen three thousand miles off, in communicating freedom to the Americans; 
it was visible I Imow not how far off. in ameliorating the eonclition of the 
Indian; it was diecemible on the coast of Africa, in accomp6shing the 
abolition of the slave trad.. Yon are to measure the magnitude of hie 
mind bl parallels of latitude. His heart .... as soft .. that of a woman; 
hie intelleot was ademant.-Cu,.,."" and h .. ContemporMies. 

Duel between 1'0>< 80lul lIIr. Ac1azn.-Earl :auaeell gives the 
following account of this alfair :-Mr. Fox hod made a vshement attack 
<Ill Mr. Adem, who. having changed from the Opposition to the Miniaterial 
sid.. gave as a reason for hie change that. although the ministOre 
wera not very competent. no pereons more competent were to be found 
among their opponents. Mr. Fox. confounding mental power with moral 
re.titude, descrihed the minister as turning round on hie new defender, 
and eaying to him, .. Begone. hegone. wretoh I who delighteet in lihel\iog 
mankind. eonfounding virtue and vice. and insulting the man whom thon 
pretendeat to defend, bleaying to hie face that he .ertsinll is infamoua, 
but that there are othere etill more eo." Mr Adem having in vein 
ond .. voured to obtsin an explanation of this 'Pooch from Mr. Fox, to 
he ineertsd in the ne_pore, eent Major Humhereten to arrange tho 
particn1are of a hoeti1e meeting. The meeting accordingll took place in 
Hyde Part. at eight in the morning of the 29th of November. 1799. 
After the ground hod boon measured. Mr. Adem deaired Mr. Fox to fire; 
to which Mr. Fox :replied, II Sir, I have no quarrel with you, do you fire." 
Mr. Adem fired; Mr. Fox then fired without effect. Upon this the 
eeeonde. Oolonel Fitspatriok and Major Humbereton. int~rfered, asking 
Mr. Adem if he was aatisfied. Mr. Adam replied ... Will Mr. Fox dee1are 
he meant no personal attack upon my oharscter P" Upon which Mr. Fox 
esid, .. Thet .... no place for apologi ..... and deaired Mr. Adem to go on. 
Mr. Adem fired ,hie eecond pistol without alfeot. Mr. Fox fired hi. 
remaining pistol in the air. and said that ... the alfair .... ended. he hod 
no difficultl in declaring h. meant no more personal affront to Mr. Adem 
.than he clid to sither of the other gentlemen presont. Mr. Adem replied. 
u Sir,)'Ou have behaved like a man of honow',u M~. Fox then mentioned 
that he believed himself wounded. On opening hi. wsistcoat, it .... 
found that Mr. Adam'. first hall had ta.ken elfect, but that the wound w .. 
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V8rJ alight. The wits of the Opposition sa.id that Mr. Adam had used 
G1>vemment powder, notorious for being deficient in strength. No men 
W1l!9 greater friende in eftsr life than Mr. F"" and Mr. Adam. 

fte Bivals at l'eace.-Pitt and Fox both died in the S&IIlO year 
(1806), the former in J anllBrJ end the latter in September. Their grevee. 
in Weetminster Abbey, are situated within a fe .. in.hoe of each other. 
Sir Walter Seott thus moralisee on the fact, in the introduction to the 
first eanto of U 1la:rmion »:-

"Where-tamiDg thought to human pride !
The mighty chief. lIleap IIido by aid •• ' 
Drop upon Fosts gran the tear, 
'Twill triokle to his rival's bier; 
O'er Pitt's the moumful requiem BOund, 
ADd Fcm's aha1l the JtOtea rebound. 
The eo1emn echo eeome to orr-
• Here 1st their disoord with them die. 
Speal: not for thoae a separate doom, 
Whom fate made brothers in the tomb ; 
But, _ the laud of Ii'ring men, 
Where wnt thou find their like ageD pi U 

EDMUND BURKE. 
(l'll!9-1797.) 

Burke iD the Stn.Dgers' Gallery.-O .. e giant attraction would 
draw the youthful gemus from his desk, his journeys, &lld even from 
tha intellectual tablee of his frie .. de. It wae Burke'. frequent end 
favourite custom to go alone to· the House of Commons; to the .. 
ensconce himself in the gallery I and to &it for hours. his attention 
abeorbed, end his mind enrapt in the acene beneath him. .. Some of 
these men," he remarked to a friendJ "talk like DemostheueB or Cicero; 
end I feel when I am lietening to them ao if I we .. in Athens or Rome." 
Soon theao nightly 'Visite became his paosiOll; a strange fsaeinstion drew 
him again and again to the &ame pIaee. No doubt the magic of his own 
maoter spmt was upon him, end the spell 11'88 working. He might be 
compared to the young eagle aecuotoming its eye to the ann befo .. it 
eoared aIoft.-Burke', .. Life of B..,.ke," 

His AcquiaitiOJl of :Bat"ta.-Burke obtaiJied initiation into 
politieellife wben he wao ebont tbirtJ yeare of age, by taking the post of 
aseretery to G.ll: .. rd Hamilton (of the .. single speeeh ") at a aoIary of 
SOOL .. year. Prior to this he had been e.rning a small and p .. carious 
living by editing DodeIey'e .. Register," and similar occupetio.... In 
176S he left Hamilton' ... rri.e, and shortlyeftsr beeame .. c .. tary to the 
Marquis of Rockingham, acting in that cap.city nntil the fall of the Rock. 
ingham Ministry in 1766. Two yeare later he startled his friende by 
purchasing for more than 20,0001. an estate called II The Gregoriea," near 
Beaconsfield. Th. Marquis advanced 10,0001. of tbia aum on a bond 
which it was nnderstoed would ll8T8r be ... laimed; and during fourteen 
,.ears prior to hiB dMth .. he is Mid to ha.ve BSBisted Burke in.& similar 
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m8Dl1e. With 8UD18 amounting to about 30.000/. (.Maclmight·." Life ond 
Tim .. of Burke.") On visiting Burke for tho first time in his mansion. 
Johnson exclaimed in 8. reverie. It NO'A equidem in.ftdeo;" and on taking 
leave of him remarked. " I wish you all the ouoee .. which ought to be 
wished you; which can possibly be wished you, indeed, by &Ii houeot 
U18D." 

His J'irst Spaach.--In Januory. 1766 (write. Prior). Mr. Burke 
seized the first opportonityof taking an .. tive part in tho dise1l88ion coucern. 
ing America. Mr. Pitt (the elder) immediately followed Mr. Burke in the 
debete. and c.omplimented him by obeerving that " the young member had 
proved himself a very able edvocate. He had himself intended to enter 
at length into tI:. details. but he had been anticipated. with 80 much 
ingenuity and eloquence thet there waa little left for him to say. He 
congrotulated him on his BUCce ... and his frienda on the va.\ue of the 
""quioition they had made." On his quitting tho House. all his frienlis 
crowded round him. expreooing the greetest pleasure at tho reeu\t. the 
praiee of Mr. Pitt being of itoolf. in tho general opininn ... paooport to 
fame. 

Ba_aututive lIo1la Co1l8titueDtB.-When Bnrke w... elected 
for Bristol in 1774. in returning tbanke from the hustingo he thus ex. 
plained his views of the ro\etione which shonld euboist between. member 
of Parliament and his conetitnente, .. Certaio1y. gentlemen, it ought to 
be the hAppiness and glory of a representative to live in tha .tricte.t 
uniOD, the closest correspondence, and the most unreserved communication 
with his oonetitnente. Their wishe. ought to have greet weight with him; 
thsir opinion, high respect; their bnein .... unremitted attention. • . 
But his unbiaaoed opinion. his matnre judgment. his enlightened con· 
oeienco. he ought not to aaoriJice to yon, to any man. or to any est of men 
living. Thees he does not derive from yonr pleaanre; no. nor from the 
\ew and the oonetitution. They are a trust from Providence. for tha 
abuse of which he is deeply anewerablo. Yonr reproesutative 0 .... you, 
not his industry only. hut his judgment; and he betroyoinetead of serving 
you if he sacrifices it to your opinion. . • Authoritative instructions j 
mandate. iaeued. whioh the member is bound blindly and implioitly 
to obey. to vote. and to argue for. though contrary to tho .learoet con· 
viotion of his judgment and .oneoienc&-th ... are thinge utterly unkn.wn 
to the \ewe of this lend. and which aries from a fundamental mietake of 
the. whole oraer and tenor of our conetitntion. Parliament is not .. 
congress of ambaaeadoro from different and hoetile intoreet.. which 
intoresto ... h must meintein. a. an agent and ad ..... te. ageinet other 
agente and advocate.; but Parliament is a deliberative .... mbly of one 
DAtion, with One interest,' that of the whole; where. Dot local purposes. 
not l .. al prejudi .... ought to guide. but tho general good. reeu\tiug from 
the general re .. on of the whole. You .h .... a mamber indeed; but 
when you have chooen him. he is not a member uf Briotol. but he is a 
member uf P .... lia_." 

A BulL-In the oouroe of his epaeoh dnring the debeto on the budget 
of 1772. Bnrke oaid: .. The minister com .. down in stoto. attended by his 
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creatures of all denomiDatiOD&-beasts clean and unclean. With neb, 
however, as they are, he eomes down, opens his budget. and edifies us all 
with his speech. What is the coneequence POne.half of the House goes 
a .... y. A gentleman on the other side gets up, aDd harauguee upon the 
state of the nation; and, in order to keep matters even, another half 
retires at the cIoee of his speech. A third gentleman follows their 
eumple, and ride the Honee of another half (a loud laugh through the 
Houee). Sir (s&id he, turning the laugh with some addrees), I take the 
blunder to myeslf, and conf ... my satisfaction at having aaid anything 
that ean put the Roue in good humour." 

.a. False Quantity.-Mr. Burke (relatoe Harford), in the courae of 
some very aevere animadversiona whieb he made on Lord North, for want 
of due economy in his maDagemout of the publie purae, introduced the 
wcll-known aphorism, Map"'" .ectigal .. I par ............ , but w .. guilty of 
& falae quantity by ... yiDg .ectrgal. Lord North, while this philippic. 
went en, had heen half asleep, and oat heaving backwarda and forwardo 
like a great turtle; but the eound of a falae quantity inetsntly aroused 
him, and opening his eyes he ""claimed, in & very marked and distinct 
manner, II Vectigal." II I thank the Doble lord," sa.id Burke. with happy 
adroitness, II for the correction. the more particularly as it a.:ffords me the 
opportunity of repeating a maJim which he greatly neede to have reite· 
rated upon him. " He then thundered out, .. Magnum .ectrgal ell parri. 
monia." 

.. 0ra8J.''' in the VeiDa.-An attempt to prevent the publleation 
of proceedinge of the Houee wao warmly UPPOBed by Burke, and sup· 
ported by a memher named Onslow, who endeavoured to add weight to 
his opilliollB by claiming deecent from three Sposkors of the CammoD4. 
To this Burke ocomfully replied: .. I have not the adventsge of a par\ia.. 
mentary genealogy. I w .. not bom, like the honourable gentlamsn, with 
, Order' mnning through my voine. But as that gentleman boasts of his 
father (Spes.ker Onslow), his son will never boast of him. The parlia
mentary line· is cut oft." 

.a. l'atch ...... k Cabinet.-Iu & dehete on the texation of the 
Amerieau coloniee, April 19, 1774, Mr. Burke thus spoke of the ministry 
formed by the Earl of Chatham in 1766: .. He made an administration 
eo checkered and speckled; he put tog.ther & pis .. of join.ry so ... asly 
indented and whimsicelly dovetsiled; a cabinet 80 vari.usly inlaid; such 
a pieoe of diversified mosaio; !!Iuch. tesselated pavement without cement; 
here a bit of black &tone. and there a bit of white j pa.triots and courtiers, 
king'. frisnde and republie&llB, Whige and Tori •• , treacherous friends 
and open enemies; that it was indeed a very curious show, but utterly 
unsa.fe to touch, and unsure to stand on. The colleagues whom he had 
aseorted at the same beards stared at each other, and were obliged to ask, 
I Sir, your name P Sir, you hAve the advantage of me-Mr. SUCh~&Mone
I heg a thousand pardOIlB.' I venture to &&y it dill so happen that p .... 1IB 
had a single· office divided between them. who had never spoken to each 
other in their lives. until they found themselves, they knew not how, 
pigging togethAl'. nPAdR Rnd pointA, in the same trncklp_hed!9 

)[ 
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.A. Turuspit alllEembe of P .... liamel1t.-llurke delivered & 

celebrated speech in the HouSe of Commons. in the Y""" 1780. on the 
subject of economy in the civil 81ld other IIlItional establishmente. Treat. 
ing of the m&Dagement of the royal household. 81ld the Bineeure officee 
which gave exCtlB8 for lavish expenditure, he said: II At the begimrlng 
of his Maj.sty's reign Lord Talbot came to the &dmiDistration of & 

great deportment of the honeehold. Economy was then annonneed as 
& DlIWm of the reign. Lord Talbot attempted to reform the kitChen. 
But his whole schem. of economy was dashed to pieces; his deportment 
became more expensive than ever; the civil list debts accumulated. WhyP 
It was troly from a canse which. although porfectly adequate to the 
elfect. one wonld not have instantly gn .... d-it was becanse the turuepit 
in the King's kitchen was a member of Parliament. Th. King's domestic 
servants were all undone; his tradesmen remained unpaid and became 
bBDkrcpt-beeanse the turnspit of the King's kitehen was a m.mber of 
Parliament 1 His Majeety's slnmbers were interrcpted. his pillow was 
stnffed with thorns. and his peace of mind entirely brok.n-beeanse the 
turnspit of the King's kitchen was & m.mb.r of Parliament 1 The judges 
w.re nnpsid; the justice of the kingdom bent and gave way; the foreign 
ministers remained inactive and unprovided; the system of Europe was 

. diaaolved; the chein of our aJU81leee was brok.n; a\l the wh&als of 
governm.nt at hom. and abroad were stopped-becanse the King's turn. 
spit WB8 a member of Parliament! U 

KOl1ou whee Due.-While speaking on the Civil List. Burk. 
was annoyed by the repeated interruptions of a member who occupied a 
position in the royal household, and who, among other ejaculations, eaJ.led 
upon the orator to remember his duty .. & subj.ct to the King. At this the 
apeaker pauaed. and remarked thet " he was perfectly reedy to honour the . 
King. but he did not f .. 1 himself constrained therefore to honour the 
King's man.servant. his maid ....... nt. his 0>:. 81ld "-fixing his e,... upon 
the obnonoua intrnder-u his 888 ! " .. 

Optim;em. When a message from the King was road in the Honse 
of Commons. April 15th. 1782. recommeuding economy in the public 
expenditure. Burke .... to speak. and ch .... teriaed tho royal message as 
.. the be.t of maseages to the beet of people from the beat of kings. 

BUD Seeking a Sinee...,... - While the ministerial negotia
tions which fonowed the death of the Marquis of Rockingham were in 
progress in 1782. Horace Walpole relates thet h. received & letter from 
Burke asking an interview. His busine .. was to deaire Walpol. to 
prepcse tobis brother. Sir Edmund Walpcle. to resign his offi .. of Clerk 
of tho Pells (producinll then £7000 & yoar). in consideration of receiving 
the fn1l yearly valu. of it for life. The resign.lion was to be made that 
.. ery day. that Lord John Cavendish. the Chancellor of tho Exchequer. 
lIlight beetcw it on Burke before his lordship resigned offic •• Walpole was 
Mtoniehed at the request, and gave a. dubious answer. He continues: 
•• Burke made his son write to me that night and come to me the nen 
morning to p.rsnede m. of the goodo ... of the ... urity; but I .. amply 
e"Posed t" him the improhability of • man's resigning £7000 & ye&r for no 



EDMUND BlJRKE. 168 
nason.. and merely on a promise of indemni.6.eatiou, that the SOD 8&W the 
folly of the proposal and gaTe it np. One PIII!S8g& the BOIl dropped th&t 
WlIB TOry memor.ble. He said bia father had alw.ya intended to got the 
oBi .. of Clerk of the Pells. This struck me, and expl&ined what I had 
neTOr oomprehended, which was why in Mr. Burke'. reforming bill thet 
oBi .. had not been mentioned among the great sinecures th&t were to be 
annihilated on the deotha of the present incumbents." 

The "Oftener-if·need-be's. "-Burke (says Prior) opposed a motion 
by Mr. Flood for p&rliamentary reform, which produoed •. very .... did 
eonfesaion from Mr. Fox, thet though he thought ouch a measure edvio
able, the country at lerge did not seem to be of the samo opinion_ A jeet 
nf Burke on this question, widely disseminated in private .. ciety, threw 
much ridicule upon the enthuoiaot. in this canee. A new porty of 
Reformers, he B&id, had arisen, still more pure in their creed than the rest; 
who deemed annual parliaments Dot BUlIicieDtly frequent, and quoted in 
oupport of thair doctrine the latter words of the etatuts of Edword ill., 
that " a pa.rliament ahall be holden every year once, and more often. if need 
be. U Bow to designate these gentlemen from their less orthodox associates 
be knew Dot, uul .... indeed, their toneto furuiehed the hint, &Ild they be 
known .. the Oftener-if-med-btls. 

The Bright E'a.rticula.r Stil.r.-In the sessiOD 1780-1, speaking 
on Irish aJfairo, Burke thus referred to the st.te of Ireland: .. So m&Uy 
and ouch great .revolutions hadhoppened of late, th.t he was not much 
eurprised to he&r the right honourable gentlem&U (Mr. J enkinoon) tre.t 
the 10ee of the oupremaey of this country over Ireland .. a matter of very 
little ccnseqnon... Thus one ot&r, and thet the brightest ornament of our 
orrery, hoving been ouppoeed to be loot, thoee who were accustomed to 
..... tch and inepect our political heaven ought Dot to wonder thot it shan1d • 
be follo .... ed by the 10 .. of another. 

e So star would follow star, and light light, 
Till all was darkness and eternal night.' II 

The Spiritual E'eers.-A phroae that h .. often been used in 
reference to the preeon .. of the bishop. in the Houee of Lords is to be 
found in Burke's II Reflections on the French Revolution" :_IC We 
have Dot." he says. n relegated religion to obscure municipalities or rustic 
villages. No I We will hove her to_oxalt her mitred front in Courts and 
Parliaments." 

Y01UlS' America.-Several of Burke's most famous sayings occurred 
'in his speech in favour of concilia.tion with America. in the House of 
Commoue on the 22ud of March, 1775. For example, with reference to 
the rapid growth of the American colonies. he said: If No sea but wha.t is 
TOXed by their lisheri .. ; DO climate thet is not witn88e to their toile. 
Neither the pel'8everauce of Holla.nd, nor the activity of France. noi· the 
dexterous and firm oog.city of English enterprise, ever carried this most 
perilono m0d8 of hard industry to the extent to which it h88 been pushed 
by this receut people-a people who &re still, .. it were, bnt in their 
gristle, and DOt yat hardeDed into the bene of manhood. When I 

.. 2 
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contemplate these things; when I know that the colani .. in general ow. 
little or nothing to any care of ours. and that they are not squeezed into 
this happy form by the constraint of watch1u1 and enopicioua govem" 
mont, but that, through a wise and ealutary neglect, & generous nature 
bas heen Illfrered to take her own way to perfection; when I reflect upon 
th •• e elfects. when I see how profitable they have heen to us, I feel all the 
pride of power sink, and all presumption in the wisdom of human con
triTances melt and die away within me. 14y rigour relents; I pardon 
something to the spirit of liberty." 

Compromise.-It was in the speech just referred to that Burk .. 
alBo remarked: II We Englishmen stop very short of the principles upon 
which we support any given part of our Constitution. or even the whole 
.of it together. • • This is nothing but what is natnrel and proper. All 
govemment-indeed. every human benefit and enjoyment, every virtue, 
and evory prudent aot-is founded on compromise and barter. We 
balance inconveniences; we give and take; we remit some rights that we 
may enjoy othe .. ; and we choo .. rather to he happy citw.ns than subtle 
disputants. .As we mm give away some natnrel liberty to enjoy civil 
advantages, so we must saerifice Bome civil liberties for the advantages to 
be derived from the communion and fellowship of a great empire. U 

. Allllzeiting Oration.-Febmary 6. 1778. wee (writse Horace 
Walpole) memorable for the ch./-d'lIIu/tn'1J of Burke's orations. He eaJ.led 
Burgoyne's teIk with the American Indians the ... ublimity of bombast 
absurdity," in which he demanded the assistance of seventeen Indian 
nations by considerations of 0llJ' holy religion, by regard for our constitu. 
tion; and, though he enjoined them not to scalp men, women., or children 
alive. he promised to pay them for any «alps of the dead. Seventeen 
interpreters from the several nationa, said he, could not have given them 
any id ... of his ..... on&-but, added Burke, the invitation was juat as if, at 
8 riot on Tower Hill. the keeper of the wild beaata had tamed them loose, 
but adding, "My gentle liona, my sentimenial wolves, my tender-hearted 
hyen88, go forth, but take care not to hurt men. women, or ,children!' 
He then grew serious, and 88 the former part bad excited the W'8l'ID.est and 
most continued burata of laughter eveu from Lord North. Rigby. and the 
Ministers themselve8",80 he drew such a pathetic picture of the cruelties of 
the King's army-particularly in the alleged case of a young woman on 
who .. ranBom. not beauty. they quamilled, and murdered be~that be 
draw iron tea .. down B ..... •• cheek. who implored him to print hia Bpeech, 
and aaid. with many mvectiv •• ageinat the bishops. that it ought to he 
pasted up on overy .huroh under their proolamation for the fast, and that 
he himself .... 11111 paata it upon Bome. Governor J obnstone aaid he wee 
now glad that strangers were excluded, 88, if they bad been admitted, 
Burke'. speech would have excited them to tear the Miniaten to pieces as 
they went out of the house. 

Biding his Time,-Directly after the return of Warren Hastinge 
from India.. BUl'ke ga.ve notice ill the House of Commons that he would 
make a motion l'OSpecting his conduct. Notllingful't.hor trAnspired in the 
matt",r for 80rne mnnUut .. until a.t last Major Scott. a friend of HMtinga, 
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eaIled upon Burke in the Honse to produ .. his charge.. Mr. Burke'. 
haughty reply to ti,e major was the relation of the anecdote of the great 
Dnke of Parma, who. being challen" ... d by Henry IV. of Fran •• to bring 
his -forces into open field, and instantly deeide their disputes, answered. 
'With a emile. Ie that he knew very well what he had to do, and was DOt 

eom.e so far to be directed by an enemy!' 
Burke and Warren Xaatinga.-There waa one man (writea Earl 

RnsseIl) who bad watched Haatinge' conduct, and for :five years had mado 
it his peculiar study. He roee from that &tedy convinced that Mr. 
Haatinga bad owrstepped all the limita of oonventional law. and broken 
the bonda of primitive morality. That man ..... Mr. Burke. He jnatified 
his animosity by alleging the patienco and perseverance of his inquiries. 
He was not actuated, he said, by ignorance, inadvertency, or passion. 
" Anger, indeed, he had felt, bu) surely Dot a bla.mable anger i for who 
-ever heard of a digesting anger, a collating anger, an exa.mining anger, a 
deliberating anger. a selecting angerP" Yet this plea. (continues Earl 
RnsseIl) ia not quite conclnaive. Mr. Burke kindled his anger by the .' 
pernsal of bn\ky documenta, and heaped up the £nel of his iniligoation 
by poring over a vast lJl888 of despatches. 

The ChlllSBhopper.-8ir Philip Francia on"" waited upon Burke by 
appointment, to read over to him some papers respectiDg Mr. Hastings' 
-delinquencies. He called. on Burke on his way to the house of a friend 
with whom ha waa engaged to diD.. He found him in his garden holding 
a graashoppar. .. What a beautiful animal ia this!" asid Burke. 
n Observe its strnctnre--ita legs, its wings. its eyes!' "How C&D. you," 
;said Sir Philip, U lose your time in admiring such an a.nimal, when you 
have 80 many objects of moment to attend to P U U Yet Socra.tes." said 
Burke. "according to the exhibition of him in Aristophanes. attended to 
.8 much less animal; he actually measured the proportion which its size 
bore to tbe spa"" it paaaed over in & akip. I think the akip of a grass_ 
hopper does not exceed. its length. Let us see. U .. My deo.r friend," said 
,Sir Philip ... I am in & great hurry; let na walk in, and let me read my 
papers to :rou." Into the honae they walked. Sir Philip began to read, 
and Burke appeared to listen. At length. Sir Philip having mislaid & 

paper, a pause ensued. II I think," said Burke, u that naturalists are DOW 

agreed ~hat locuata, not cicada, is the Latin word for graashopper. 
What's your opinion, Sir PhilipP" '~My opinion," answered Sir Philip, 
packing up his papers and preparing to move oft. .. ia that till the gr .... 
hopper ia out of your bead it will be idle to te\k to you of tha coneerna of 
India:"-Butler'. II Bem.iniacencu." 

A Hight.Bop Wanted.-DnriDg one of the debatea on Lord Pigott'. 
J'eC8ll from Madras, Burke had twice given way to other speakers, when, 
observing the chairman of the India Oompany proceeding to read & 

Varie~ of well·known public papers, inatead of adducing any new 
,a'rgt1menttil, he interrllpted him by observing. If That if it were the objeot 
()f tbe honourable member to tire and thin tha Honae by re.ding all the 
hoa.,. foli .. on the table. he suppoaed in conrteay be mnat submit; but te 
prepare for the task b. begged laa ... to aend for his nightcap." This 
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produced geueral laughter, and wae followed by a shout to him of "Go 
on!goonP' 

The Lion Discomfited.-In a new Parliament which met in May. 
-1784, Burke was not viewed with much :fa.vour by may of the members. 
A. prejudice or combina.tion (says Prior), chiefly of the younger member& 
of the Honse, wae formed eo strong against him, that the moment of hie 
rising became a signal for coughing or other aymptoms of pointed dislike, 
by men who had no chance of success against him in any other manuer. 
On one occasion, instead of thraetening, like Mr. Tierney when similarly 
assailed, to ,. speak for three hours longer," he stopped short in his 
argnment to remark that .. he conld teach a pack of honnda to yelp with 
more melody and equal comprehension." At another time, having 
.. ...non to rise with papers in hie henda, a rough conntry gentleman, 
who had more ear, perhap., for thie melody of the honnda then for political 
discussion, exc1&imed, with 80metlling of a look of despair, "I hope the, 

. honourable gentloman doe. not mean to read that large bnndle of papers 
.. and bore us with a long speech into the bargain." Burke is said to 

have felt 80 mue.h irritation that, incapable of utterance for some minUte8~ 
he r&D. out of the hoase. If Never before, II said the facetious Geo~ 
Selwyn, who told the story with great elract, " did I see the fable realiaed 
-<> lion put to ffight by the braying of an ...... 

Burke and WeddarburD.-On December 3rd, 1777, an incident 
... urred in Burke's parliement&ry life of which (remarke Prior) we have 
no other instance. II There were high 'Words,,' writes Mr. Crawford to 
Lord 0880ry, .. between Wedderburn and Burke, whi.h .. offended the 
latter thet he wont out of the honse, and I believe intended to challenge 
Wedderburn, but wae prevented by a letter from Wedderburn, and an 
explanetion likewise, which he aent through Charle ... (Fox). He had, it 
appears, laughed at a part of Wadderburn's speech when dced silence 
reigned in the house, 80 that it was heard; this produced irritation,. 
followad by what he uuderstood to be oithor rnden... or a ~ 
threat; and thence the misundorstanding. which, however, was sooa 
forgotten by both. -
~ made One.-On the doy when the .elebrated jnnction between 

the parties of Mr. Fox and Lord ·N orlh wee deelered, Mr. Burke and 
Colonel North entered the Honse of Commons together, just as tha 
Speaker was beginning to connt the Honse, and ae he pointed tb them. 
and in the oustoma.ry Dl&DD.er called out II Oue, two--" Mr. Burke 
interrupted him with. fI PaTdoD me, sir; we were two yesterday, but are 
only one to.doy."-Lif. of Lord Bidmout/o. 

The Bl1ptll1'a between Burke and l'oz.-Earl Staubopa giTOll 
the following account of this oacqrrence :-The progress of the Canada. 
Bill (1791) wae fraught with an interest far beyond its own. It was mada 
memoreble by a .0Uateral incident which it produced-by the utter 
breach and lasting estraugement of the two great lcede .. of the Opposi
tion. In argaing agsinst the Cauado Bill, Fox had not scmpled to draw 
Bomo illustratioua from the recent changes in Franco; nor had he for ... 
bOl"UO from BOUle refloctions-or what seemed so-on tho recent writings.. 
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of Burke. A debate on .. clliferent snbjeet had giVllll Fox another oppor· 
tnnitr for going over the same gronnd. On this second oceaaion Burks. 
who WlIB not preeent on the fust, had risen with signs of strong emotion; 
bnt, the hom being late, and the House W>aosted, he was stopped by !ond 
eriee of .. Qneetion! " chiefty from the fricnde of Fox. At & later period 
Fox is mown to have regretted the injudicione oeaI of th ... who woald 
not allow Burke to answer his remarks upon the spot. "The contentioD," 
ho &aid, .. might ha ... been fiercer and hotter. but the rememhrence of it 
wnald not hove ecttled so deep and renkIed eo long." • • On the 6th 
of May the expectetion of the Honee ......... onnd up to the highest pitch. 
Bnt by tb&t time the fricnde of Fox had discovered tb&t it ...... highly 
irregolar and blamable to foist reftectione upon France into debatee upon 
C8D8da. This irregularity, whieh had not etrnck them ... hiIa the practice 
WlIB oontinned by Fox, appeared to them in the strongest light the 
moment & reply waa annonoeed b,. Burke. When, therefore, on the 
6th of May, Burke roee in hie place. and waa proceeding with solemn 
eerneetneee to inveigh against the evil and the error of the Frenob 
Rerolntion, there appeared & fixed dcsigo to htterrept him. Member 
after member from hie own side started up to eaU him to order. There 
WlIB, aa Burks aaid, a moot disorderly rage for order. When at Iaat he 
waa su1fered in .. me measnre to proeeed. ehafed and goaded aa he had 
been, and eVllll at length by Fox among the reat, ho no doubt apoke 
againat .. the right hononrable gentleman" (for no .. he dropped the name 
of friend) much more bitterly and strongly than he had at fust desigoed. 
.. Certainly," he &aid, .. it is iodisereet at an,. period; hut espeoia\ly at my 
time of life, to provoke enemieo, or to give my fricnde oecasion to desert 
me. Yet, if my firm and eteedy adherence to the British CoDBtitntion 
place me in ench a dilemma, I am ready to risk all, and with my Iaat 
warde to exclaim, Fly from the French CeDStitntion!» Fo,. here 
whispered across to him. that there was no loss of friends. II Yes," re .. 
~oiDed Burke; .. yeo, there is. I ... of frienda. I mow the price of my 
eonduct. I have done my duty at the price of my friend. Our friend. 
ship is at an end! » Aod thue ended a friendehip of twenty.five 1e&r8. 

Bntert&;D;ng his l'riends.-While ht town, Burke often &&ked 
political and literary frienda to dhte or enp, ae it happoneel, on beefsteske 
or a leg of m.utton, and commonly gave DO more than his invitation pro. 
faeoed. Of this an iDetance is related, which ( .. yo Prior) ae an after 
dinner etory tella amneiDgly. Havhtg been detained late in the Honee. 
ho &&ked Fox, Lord John Cavendish, and two or three more of the party 
to enp, ... hen, on &nnOunehtg the object of their visit to Mre. Burke, .. 
look of annoyance and despair anlIiciently told the ill.provided state of 
the larder. A pause eosned. .. Surely/' said the host, with a comic faoe, 
"there is beef enough!" Fox and two or three others, making 811: 

apology for momentary abeen .. , hurried off to a neighbonring tavem, 
provided themaelvea each with & dish of enob fare .. coald he procured, 
and, amid much langhter from all parti~cn1arlJ the maeter of the 
honee, "ho • ...,bd 80me jokee on their skill .. waite_JI'II'N'd an amnaing 
...".mg. 
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Ka.king Election· Sure.-An instanc. of Burk.'s promptitude to 
seize any incid.ut that off.red to aid or illnstrste his aim at the moment, 
was told frequ.ntly by the .minent diseenting divin., Rober!; Hall, as 
having com. und.r his own knowledge. WbiI. cannssing Bristol, Burke 
and his fri.nde entered a honse wh.re the wife of the owner was reading 
her Bible. .. I have called, madam, to solicit the favour of your hnehand's 
vote and interest in the present .lection. Yon, I perceive," piecing his 
finger on • peasage that caught his .y., .. are • making your calling and 
election sure! " 

.. Ditto to Mr. Burke."-When Burk., on his .lection for Bristol 
in 1774, hod return.d thanka to his constitu.uts in an .loquent speech 
frem the hnetinge, .. a humorous incid.nt terminated the dey's triumph, 
lIr. Cruger. Burke's colleague, a worthy merchant in the American 
tmd. and a citizen of Bristol, hnt no orator, was dumbfounded by the 
eloqu.nce of his mighty coadjutor. When his own turn came to thank 
the .lectors, he hod ... onroe to a speech which, though savouring of his 
COUDting.honse, was under the circumstances about the best he could 
make. He cried out •• Gentl.men. I say ditto to Mr. Burke! ditto to Mr. 
Burke! • A roar of \oughts. and applause marked the approval of m. 
audience. ,J 
. The nay of .0 .Tu4gment.-Dining with Pitt at Downing...treet 

one dey in the year 1791. Burke strove to a1arm Pitt on the ·aggressive 
nature of French principles. and the propegandism of revolution. Pitt 
mod. rath.r light of the danger. and said. in eon<jlluial phraee ... This 
country and constitution were safe to the day of judgment." "Yes," 
Burke quicldy retorlied." but 'tis the dey of no judgm.nt thet I am 
ahaid ot." 

The Sma.ll .... a .oiey.-Burk. describee this e1aoa of politieiane 
in his most vigorous style, .. B.canee half a dozen graashoppers nud.r a 
f.m make the field ring with th.ir imporliDDate.<lhlnk, "hila thousands of 
groat cattl. beneath the obedow of the British oak ch .... the cud and &re. 

silent. pmy do not imogin. that thoee who make the noise are the only 
inhahitants of the field. that of conroe th.y are many in number. or thet. 
after all. they are other than the little. ehrivelled, meagrs. hopping. 
though loud and troublesome, inoocIB of the hour." 

The Dagg81' BileDe.-It .... on the second reeding of the A1iaue 
Bill, the 28th of December. 1792, that Burke enacted the celebrated 
dagger .cen.. Lord Sidmouth 1I8ed to relate to hi. frieude this version of 
the scene: U When Burke. after only a few preliminary !'emarD, the 
House beinlf totally nup",parea, fumbled in his boeom. and suddeuly drew 
out the dagger and threw it on the lloor, hi. extravagant gesture "",cited 
• gan.ra1 diepoeltion to titter, by whieh most men .. ould have beau die
.oncerlied; but he, obeerving h. hod failed of making ·th. intanded im. 
preoaion. immediately .on.eted himself for an effort, and by a few brilliant 
sentenoes reealled the seriousness of the House. 'Let us: said he, 'keep 
Freneh principl.. from our head., and French deggers fmm our h_; 
)"t us p .... rve all our blandie1nneuIB in lif., and all our eonaoiationa in 
death. all the hl ... iugo of I.im •• And .n th. hop .. ' of .tornity ... ·-It 
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appealS from a statement by the Earl of Eldon in his grandfather's 
.. Life » that the dagger had be ....... t from Fran .. to a manufacturer at 
Birmingham, with an order for a large number to be made like it, and 
that Barke had only received it that same day from Sir James Bland 
Burgess, on his way doWll to the H01l5e. 

Compaz&tive I'ailure.-Lurd Liv.rpool, '\Vh ... discretion more 
than anything else maintained him eo long in the ollie. of Prime Minister, 
wrote respecting Bark., in a letter to Mr. Croker in 18".A, .. Prior. has 
too much overlooked hie defects. Why, it may be asked, being gifted 
with acquirem.nts beyond all oth.r men perhaps, living or dead, and 
81Il'pII88ing all his contemporari.s in the higMlt flights of eloquenc., 'IV&8 

h. not the 1eeder of his party P First, because h. wanted taste; and 
Becondly, because he was the most impracticable of men. He ;o,ST8I' 
'knew when Dot to speak; he never knew when to speak short. He DeTer 
oonen1ted the fee1ings and prejudices of his audien... I rem.mber 
hearing Lord Tharlow aay of him and Fox that the diJl'erenco 
betw.... them daring the American controversy wae, that Fox a1wayo 
spoke to the House, and Barke spoke as if he was opaaking to himself.» 
-Burke said on ODB occasion to Dr. Parr, "Yon have critieised Fors and 
Sherida.u's speeches, but you say nothing of mine." The reply was, 
" Ah! yours was dislocated by parentheses, adnmhrated by metaphors, 
debilitated by amplifications." 

Good Speeches ........... witho1lt Efl'ect.-It is extrem.ly dis· 
conraging <remarke Prior) to he constantly out-voted, when possibly not 
out.a.rgued; to spend time. labour, and ingenuity, I( to watch, fast, and 
Bweat night after night," as Burke himself forcibly expresses it, and not 
emerge from the slough of constant minorities. No person felt this more 
than BlU'ke; yet none has more ably stated the necessity and even advan
tages resulting to the country and to the members eo situated from a wen. 
directed opposition, than he has done in a conversation with Sir Joshua 
Reynolds. "Mr. Burke," said the painter, ., I do not mean to :flatter i but 
when posterity reads one of your speeches in. Parliament, it will be diffi. 
cn1t to believ. that you took eo much pains, knowing with certainty tl .. t it 
could produce no effect; that not one Tote would be gained by it." 
"Waiving your compliment to me," said the orator, Ii I ehaJ.l say in 
general tha.t it is very well worth while for a man to take pains to speak 
.... n in Parliament. A man who has vonily opeake to dioplay his talents; 
and if a man opoake wen, h. grsdually est&bliehes a certain reputation and 
consequence in the general opinion, which sooner or later will have its 
political reward. Besides, though not one vote is gained, & good speech 
has ito eff.ct. Though an Act of Parliament which has been ably opposed 
passes into a law, yet in. ita progress it is modelled and softened in. such 
~ lD&Dll.r, that w. se. plainly the minister has been told that the m.mbers 
atlaehed to him are eo eol18ibl. of its injustice or absnrdity from what they 
have heard, that it m1lBt be a1tersd." . 

'l'he Preservation of Ordel'.-In 1769, in moving for an inquiry 

-Burke's biogra.pher. 
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- into tho conduct of tho authoriti .. in Buppreooing riote at St. Georg.'. 
Fields. Burke is reported in "Cavendish's Debates IJ to have said: 
.. P .... and order are to be preserved at any pric.. H tbe voic. of tho 
magistrate oannot do it. tho consteble muot do it; if tho oonsteble 
cannot do it. tho sword of tho soldi.r moot do it; if it cannot be 
purebao.d without blood, it must be purchased by blood. Liberty ought 
not to exist in a country where peace and order are DOt observed!' 

The British COllBtitlltion.-Burk. was impell.d, by his .. Bell .... 
tiona on the Revolution in France," to write 88 follows respecting the 
British Oonstitution: .. Our political o;rstem is placed in a joot oorroopon. 
dOll .. and s;rmm.tr;r with tho ord.r of tbe world. and with tho mod. of 
.woten.. decr.ed to a permSllOllt body composed of transitor;r parte; 
wherein, by tho disposition.of a atupendouo wisdom. Jlloulding together 
the great mysterious incorporation of the human :race, the whole at one 
time is never old, or middle-aged. or young; but, in a condition of 
UIlohBllgoable cOllStoncy. mov .. on through the varied tononr of perpetual 
deeay, fall. _ rellOvatiOll, and progressiOll. Thus, in preserving that 
m.thod of nature in tho conduct of the State. in what we improve ... are 
never wholly new i in what we retain, we are never wholly obsolete.» 

RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN. 
(1751-1816.) 

Introduction to 1'0x.-5heridan .... introduced to Fox, with whom 
h. was in loter lifo to b. 80 closely associated. by Lord J om TOWllShood. 
Th.lstter writes: .. I made the first diUIler party at which th.y met, having 
told Fox that aU the notiollS he might have oonc.ivod of Sheridan's talente 
and gemuo from the com.dy of Th. Rioalo • .te .• would faU infinitely short 
of tho odmiration of his pow.rs which I was oure he would entertain at 
tho first internew. Fox told m. after breaking up from diUIlor that he 
nl .. ayo thought Hare. after my UIlc1. Chari .. Towuoh.nd, tho wittioot 
man h •• ver m.t with. but that Sh.ridan surpaasod th.m both infinitaly." 

Kia I'ir8t Speech.-He made his first spooch in Parliam.nt on 
t'e 20th November, 1780, .. h.n a petition was preoooted to tho Houoo 
complsining of the 1lIldu •• Ie.tion of tho sitting m.mbers for Stalford 
(himaolf and Mr. Moncklon). It was on this night. as WoodfaU uood 
to relate, that Sheridan. after he had spoken, came up to him in the 
gn1Ior;r. and ask.d. with much annety. what he thought of his first 
attempt. Th. &IlSwer of W oodfall, as h. hod the courogo afterwards to 
own, W88, U I am BOrry to say I do DOt think that this is your line; you 
IlI\d muoh b.tte~ have .tu.k to your former purauite.- On haaring which, 
Shoridan rosted his head on hi. hand a f ... minute., and thoo vehemently 
exclaimed ... It is in me, however, and by G- it ahall come out!"
Moo,.,', Ie Shsridan." 

The .. ADIP-T Bo;r."-A debste oocurled, Febroary 17th, 1783, OIl 

the proliminnr;r artiel .. of pe •••• at the eloee of tho Am.rican War of 
Independen •• , .. hen the following pasosgo between Pitt and Sheridan 
enlivened and excited tho Houss. Mr. Pitt (says the .. Parliamootary 
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History") was pointedly severe on the gentlemen who had spoken against; 
the Address, and particularly 00 Mr. Sheridan. .. No man admiled mom 
than he did the abilities of that right honourable gentleman-the elegant 
salli .. of his thonght, the gayelfusions of his fancy, his dramatic turns 
and his .pigrammatic point; and if th.y .... re reeerved for the proper 
stage they:would, no doubt, receive what the right honourable gentleman's 
abiliti •• a1 .... ys did rec.ive, the plaudits of the audience; and it ... ould be 
his fortnoe .... pia ..... ,awler. theat.... But this ..... not the proper 
scene for the exhibition of those elegancies." Mr. Sheridan. on rising to 
e"Plain, eaid: .. On the particular aort of personality which the right 
honourable gentleman hoe thonght proper to make nse, I nead not mak .. 
any comment. The propriety, the tsets, the gent1emauly point of it, must 
have been obvious to the House. But let me ........ the right honourable 
gentleman that I do now, and will at any time he chooace to repeat this 
sort of allusion, meet it with the most sincere good humour. Nay, I will 
aay more: IJattsred and encouraged by the right honourable gentleman's 
panegyric on my talents, if ever I again engage in the compositions he 
alludes to, I may be templed to an act of presumption-to attsmpt an 
improvement on one of Ben J Duson'. best characters-the cha.raeter of the 
Angry Boy, in the I Alehymist,'" 

Invidio1lB.-Lord Eldon left an anecdote book in mannscript, in which 
he noted the following: During the dehate. on the India Bill, at which 
period J om Robinaon was S.cretary to the Treasury, Sh.ridan, on on .. 
evening when Fox's majorities were decreasing. said, II Mr. Speaker; this. 
is DOt at all to be wondered at. when a member is employed to corrupt 
everybody in older to obtain votes." 'Upon this there was a great outcry 
made by almost everybody in the House. .. Who is it P N &me him I 
Name him 1 J' U Sir," said Sheridan to the Speaker, n I shall not name
the person. It is an nnpleaaant and invidious thing to do so, and there. 
fore I shall not name him. But don't suppose, sir, that I abstain because 
there is any di.f6.culty in naming him i I could do that, sir, aa 80em as ?/01J. ' 
could .ay Jack Robinson." 

A Demosth .... es.-A member of Lord N orih'. administration mad .. 
a speech which was highly comm.nded by Mr. Rigby, who prononnced it 
the finest he had ever heard, & proof of which was, he said, that it was 
the spe.ch which had moot galled the. Opposition. To this Sh.ridan 
replicd that if thoae speech.s w.re the bo.t thet gave most o1f.nc., Rigby 
himself was the D.moothene. of the Honse. 

The Begums Bpeech.-The charge touching the apoliation of the 
Begums was brought forward by Sheridan, in a speech which was sa. 
imperfectly reported thet it may be aaid to be wholly loot, but which was, 
without doubt, the most elaborately brilliant of all tha productions of his 
ingenious mind. The impression which it produced was such 88 has never 
he&n equall.d. He sat down, not meraly amidst cheering, but amidst the 
loud olapping of honds, in which the Ionia below the bar and the strangers 
in the gallery joined. The excitement of the House was such that no
other speaker could obtain a hearing, and the d.b.te was adjourned. The 
ferment spread faat throngh the town. Within four.and.twenty honre. 
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Sheridan was olfered a thousand ponnde for the copyrighte of the epaech, 
if he would himself correct it for the press. The impression made by 
this remarkable display of eloquen.. on severe and experienced critics,. 
whose discernment may be supposed to have been quickened by emDlAtiOJl._ 
.... deep and permanent. Mr. Windbam, twenty yO&re later, said the 
speech deeerved all ite fame, and WaB, in spite of 80me faulte of _ 
such as were seldom wanting either in the literary or in the parliamentary 
performances of Sheridan-the fineat that had been delivered within the 
memory of man. Mr. Fox, about the eame time, being .. ked by tbe late 
Lord Holland what woe the beat epeecb ever made in the Honea of: 
(Jommons, aaaigoed the first place, withont hesitation, to the great oration 
of Sheridan on the Onde .barg •. -Macaulay "" Warren Haelingo. 
N ... erthe\eaa, Lord Brougham remarka, the e!!ect of this .p.ecb waa, 
no doubt, owing partly to the occasion and the attendant .ircnmetan .... 
A1tbough 80 telling at the time as an oration, it would not bear the teet of 
perueal. . Moore, who had the .hort·hand writer'. report before him, 
ieclared it to be .. trasby bombast." 

His Speech OIl the Impeachment.-Mr. W. F. Rae B1IlIlB np 
the most interesting particulars as to Sheridan's speech on thiB occasiOD : 
.. After the tria\ had begun, Sheridan addreaeed the Houee of Lords, as 
!)UB of the managers of the impeachment, on the same cbarge which had 
been the eubject of bie great epeecb in the Honee of Commons. The un. 
pre •• dented aucc... b. had achin ... d on the first occaaion mad. the 
eecoud an erdeaI of an unuana\ly trying kind. To acquit bimeelf .. well, 
a .. cond tim. was to fall .hort of the expectations th.thad been raised. 
So greatly .... tb. public curieeity ex.ited, thet &tty geme .. ",.re off.red 
for a ... t in W •• tmineterHall. H. followed Burke, wh ... op.ning' 
epeech-wberein, in the name of the people of India, the Commons of 
England, and of buman nature iteelf, h. .olemnly impeach ... Warran' 
Heatings of high .rim .. and miedemeanor&-was one of the-moet finiebed 
and impassion.d .... r deliv.red by that wonderful -meater' of Iangnege, 
and .... r hBBrd by an Englieb andi.nce. Yet Sheridan sue.....ronT bore. 
tile doubl. teet of .omparison with bimeeJf 8lld with Burke, and for three 
811 ...... i ... days .Iectrified his b.arers. Without a titbe of Burke'. p ..... 
fundity, and with no portion of his genins, be was better abl. to inlIuence 
an audience and excite their admiration. lor, in addition to being an im
~ve orator, he was also a aOD81lJD.mate aetor."-Lord Brougham. men .. 
tions a trait ... hiob had ite ohare in tbe g.n.ra1 eff.et: .. Hie admirable 
manner ..... aided by 8ll eys pe.uliarly piercing. It bad the singo\arity 
of never winking!' 
. BepelliDg Critioism.-Lew (afterwarde Lord Ellenborougb) .... : 

oaIled upon to'eottl. the anewer to the arti.1ea of impeachm.nt in the;· 
Heatinge triaL H. was (eays Lord Campbell) meet afraid of Sheridan, 
but ... ntured to try to ridicul. a figaBBtive obeervation of his thet .. the 
_ in the zenana of the Begum were BIl olfaring laid by the hand 
of piety on the altar of a saint," by asking .. bow the lady WOB to be 
consid.red • ..mt, and bow the cam.1s ... b.n tbey bore the treasure _ .... 
to be laid upon the a1Mr P" Sheridan:" Tbie ie the &rst tim •. in my Iif,. 
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that I .ver heard of special pleading on • metaphor. or • bill of indic~ 
. mont against a trope; but aueh is tha tum of the Iearnod gentleman'. 
mind that when ho attempta to be humorone no jest can be found. and 
when serious DO fact is visible.'1 , 

.An VDfettued Proas.-Tho fe .. aonton ... (remarks Brougham) 
with which Sheridan thrilled the Bouao on the liberty of the pre ... 
in 1810. were worth, porhepa. more than all bia oIaboratod opigrama and 
foread 1I0wers on tho Begum charge. or all bia donnncistiono of Napoleon. 
I( Give them," said he, CI a corrupt House of Lords, give them a venal 
Bonae of Commona. give them a tyraJmieal Prince. give them a truckling 
Court, and let me have but an nnfettared Press. I will defy them to 
encroach a hair'. breadth npon the Iiberti .. of Englond." 

Vntime17 Belief from T ..... tion.-Pitt having propoaod • 
repeal of certain taus in 1792. bia policy .... thne eenanred by Sheridan: 
.. A. n .... feeling of hope is to be inspired into the people, a new feoliug 
of gratitude is to be plantad in thoir bosolll&-they are to be taught to 
petition for reIi.f from tax... This is a v.ry delicate snbject for gentle. 
men to speak on; it laye an embargo on tho Bonae. No man can put 
bimeolf into tho ungrseiouo etate of oppooing tho repeal of afIIicting tax ... 
Who can deny to tho poor family the boon of getting thoir eandl .. a }Ialf. 
pouuy ch80per P Should a ....... oonao of duty urge any gentleman to 
look the tree situation of tho country in the lace. and to oppooo this artfal 
and insidione way of attockmg the privilogoa of the Commono Bonoo of 
Parliament. I well know how esoily a cry may be raiood against him. and 
with what facility h. may be made the victim of a little well menagod 
misrepresentation. I remember a line or two of some verses made upon 
my honourable friend [Fox] by one of bia conatimenta. which have nev.r 
failed to produc. a torrent of appleuao. not from the elegance of the 
poetry 00 much as from tho otmdy "" captandum praise which it givao 
him. My friend, who with all bia morita has oortainly no pretenaion to 
tbia prsioo. will pardon mo for repaoting it : • 

I Whenever a tal:: in the House was projootecJ. 
Great Fos he rGli!8 up and always objected! 

Now this, which is cortainly untru •• may bo turuod very noatly to the 
detrim.nt of thooe who may think it thoir duty to inquire before they 
act-to ascertain whether we really have a surplus before we give np our 
income; and at any rate the grace ougnt to come constitutionally from 
thet branch of tho legislature which has the power of the purso. and 
whloh hao been eo unmercifully called on. by the oame right honourable 
gentleman. to drsw tho stringe. Why hao he not waited and given to the 
Bouoo the grace of originnting the mesoure P Tho truth is. it has craftily 
boon considered .. tho beot ana .. er to all the imputationo ageinet him for 
tho Rnaoian and Spanish armamenta; .. at lo .. t other mon, who have 
Ie .. eandour and respoct for him than I po ...... might insinuate. They 
might draw strange conclnsioll8 from the ciretlDlEotances; and the nation 
might bo brought to think that blunders are more advantageono to them 
than wisdom-that when he is convicted of error he is distributing to 
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. them renef. A .8Il8ion without & blunder would be a ... sion of calamity; 
hut an armament would be desirable. 'I have,' he might say, I involved 
you in a quarrel with Spain-here, there'. a Ia:< upon malt for you. I 
have made the English name ridiculous 011 over the world by bullying 
RU88ia-here, take back the female servants, I have DO use :tor them. I 
have involved you in a war with Tippoo Saib-take your caudl .. a half. 
peuny cheaper in the pouDd,' Thus they .... taught to love misfortune, 
.to be enamoured 01. miseonduet." 

His Wit ana ito ElaboratiOJl,-Row little (aaya Brougham) 
Sheridan's wit was the inspiration of the moment all men were aware who 
knew his habits; but & siDgolar proof of this was presented by Mr. Moore, 
when he came to write his " Life; " for we there find given to the world, -
with a fraulmess which must &!most have made their author shake in his 
grave, the secret note.boob of this famous wit; and we are thus enabled 
to traee the jokes in embryo, with which he had so often made the ... oIls of 
St. Stephen'. shoke, in a merriment excited by the happy appearen .. of 
sudden, nnpremeditated elrusion. Toke an inston .. from this author, giving 
extracts from the commonplace book of the wit: "Re employa his faucy in 
his narrative, and keeps his recollections for his wit!' Again, the same idea 
is e~ad into-" When he mak .. his joke. yon appland the accuraeyof 
his memory, and 'tis ouly when he .totes his facte that you admire the 
flighta of his imagination." Bnt the thought was too good to be thus 
..... ted on the d .. ert air of a common.plsee book. So forth it came at 
the expense of Kelly, who, having been a composer of music, became. 
a wine-merchant. "Tou will," said the ready wit, "import your music 
and compose your wine." Nor was this service eucted from the old 
idea thought sulIlcient; so in the Houoe of Commous an essy and 
apparently olf·hand parenthesis was thus filled with i~, at Mr. Dunds.'. 
co.t and obarge: "who generolly resorts to his memory for his jokes, and 
to his imagination for his facie." ",. 

A Celeb .... tea oToke.-George IV. said, iD..,coavcrsstion with Mr. 
Croker, "When I withdrew myae1f from the Opposition, Sheridan 
.ertsinly became less forward in that party, but not .olely out of any 
deference to me; he had been on bad terms with them from the 'Very 
formation of their Government, and had increased their ilJ·humour 
towards him hy those sentiments, which he afterwards oondeuoed into 
the celebrated joke, that he had known men knock their heads &gI!inst 
wolls by acoident, but that the .. Ministers were the first pereons he ever 
had h....-d of who buiU the woll to knock theil' heads ngsinst." 

Beaiating Tempt .. tioD,-Once(rel.t .. Lord Byron)! saw Sheridan 
ory, after a splendid dinner. I had the honour of sitting next him. The 
ocoasion of hiA tears was some observation or other upon the subject of the 
sturdine.s of the Whige in resisting olli .. and keeping to their prinoiples. 
Sheridan turned round, f. Sir, it is easy for my Lord 0., or Earl G., or 
Marquis B., or Lord R., with thousands upon thouoauds •• year, 80me of 
it either presently derived or inherited in sinecure or acquisitions from 
tho. pnblic money, to boast of theil' patriotism and keep aloof from 
temptation; hut they do not know from what temptation those have kept 
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aloof .. ho had equal pride, at least equal talents, and not unequal passloos, 
and nevertheless kne .. not in the eomse of their lives "hat it .... to have 
• ehilling of their 0 ..... " And in saying this ha wept. 

An Ambiguous Compliment.-" Before my departure from 
England," 08111 Gibbon in his U Autobiography," .. I ,.... preeent at the 
august speetacle of Mr. Haetinga' trial, in Weetminster Hall. It is not 
my province to aheolve or condemn the Governor of India, but Mr. 
Sheridan'. eloquenco demanded my applause; nor could I h..., without 
emotion the pereoual complimont which he paid me in the preoence of the 
Britioh notion." The passags in the opooch of the orator that Idl'orded eo 
much gratification to the historian is thuo leported in the Momi"ll 
CIwoAicle, June 14th, 1788: "He said that tha facto that medo up the 
volume of narrative ...... unparolleled in atroeiououoBO, and that nothing . 
equal in eriminoIity .... to be traced oither in ancient or modem hiotory, 
in the correct periods of Tacitus~ or the luminous page of Gibbon." On 
being asked by 80me ODe, at the conclusion of the speech, how he came to 
compliment Gibbon with the epithet "luminous," Sheridan answered, in a 
half~whisper, "I said '"oluminous.ft'-Byron, jn his UMouody on the 
Death of Sheridan," thus alludes to the appreciation in which & meed 
of praise from Sheridan .... held :-

ff In whose acola.im the loftiest mOBS ned, 
The praiaad.-the proud-who made his praise their pride." 

EDWARD GIBBON. 
(1787-1794.) 

A lIII:ute lIII:embu.-The historian of the Roman Empire .... re
turned for Liskeard in 1774, and oat in Parliament for eight ooeoiono. 
Prudence, he says in his II Autobiography." condemned him to acquiesce 
in the humble station of a mute. " Timidity .. ao fortiJied by pride, and 
even the sueaess of my pen discouraged the trial of my 'Voice!' In a 
letter to • friend he writes, If I am still 8 mute: it is more tremendous' 
than I imagined; the great speakers fill mo' with despair, tho bod on .. 
with terror." Gibbon supported Lord N orth'o administration by his 
vote, and was appointed one of tho Lords Commissioners of Trade and 
Plantations. He was employed by the Government, at tho outbreak of 
hootilitiso with France in 1778, to draw up the oflieialllWlifeeto on that 
oeeaoion. 

A CODtzoast.-In a letter to a friend in 1783, deaeribing his life at 
T.uuumne, the ex·14.P. says: n Acknowledge that such a life is more eon
ducive to happineBO than live nights in the week pesoed in tho Houoo of 
(lommons, or five mornings spent at the Custom House. n But in his 
U Autobiography h he remarks, If I never found my mind more vigorous, 
nor m:r composition mOle happy, than in tho winter hurry of eoeietyand 
Parliament!' 

Kia Application f"" Diplomatio l:mployment.-The follow
ing letter is given in Gibbon's U Autobiography and Correspondence/' 
The communication is without date, nor does the name of the nobleman 
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to whom it was eddlosaed .ppear: "My Lord,-I am ignorant Cu I 
ought to be) of the preeent state of our negotiations for pe .. e; I am 
Iikewiae ignol'8llt how far I may appear qualified to .o.operate in this 
important and oalutary work. If, from BIly edV8Iltagea of langu&ge or 
lo.al .ollll.ctions, your lordship sbould think my eenice. might be ..... 
fully employed, particularly in BIly future intercouree with the Court Of 
France, permit me to .. y that my love of .... &lid literary leisure shall 
Il8ver stand in competition with the obligatioll8 of duty BIld gratitude 
which lowe to hio Majesty's G<>vernment." Gibbon also applied to Lord 
Thurlow, soliciting an appointment oa Secreta.,. to the Embaasy to Paris, 
in 1783. Of the .. suit he writes: "The scheme is completely vanishod, 
and I support the disappointme~t with heroic pa.tien(\A!' 

WILLIAM WINDHAM. 
(1750-1810.) 

Political Tro.iDing. - In 1783, Mr. Windham waa appointed 
principal aecretary to Lord N orthlngton, Lord Lientell&llt of Ireland. 
Before leaving England he .alled upon hio friend Dr. J ohIlOoB, to whom 
he expressed. says Boswell, some modest and 'Virtuous doubts whether he 

. could bring himself to practies those arts which it is aupposed a person in 
that situation has occasion to employ. U Don't be afraid, sir," said 
J ohllSon, with a pl ... SIlt smile; .. you will 80011 make & ve.,. pretty 
rasoal." 

.& Very Palpable Kit.-Sometimea he would convulee tha HOIlSS 
by a happy, startling. and most UDexpected allusion; as when on the 
Wal.heNn qu •• tion, .peaking of a .. up-de ......... OIl Antwerp, which had 
been ito prof .... d object, he auddenly oaid, "'& coup-de......... in the 
Scheidt! You might as .. ell tolk of & .. up-de-_'" in, the Court of 
Chen •• .,. .... Sir William Grant (Moater of the .. &Ila).having jllOt 
8Iltored &lid taken hio seat, probably onggeatedthia .• ....u.mt jon; and 
_dly no m&B enjoyac! it more. His hahitual g.avity'. .... over
po_rod in BIl instant, BIld h. ... .. aeen absolutely to roll abont on the 
bench which he had just oceupied.-Broughmn.'. n BfCJt6B'fMA." 

HomelJ' SUOD._CI When some phl'8.se of his," says Lord Brougham, 
"long after it .... first nard. aeemed to invite attack, BIld .. great cheer 
follo .. ed, as if h. had nnwittingly fallen into the scrape. he stopped BIld 
added, I Why, I said it on purpose! ' or, as he pronounced it, I a purpose. ' 
for no man more delighted in the old pronunciation, 88 well 88 the pure 
Suoll idiom of our language, which yot he CQuld enrich BIld dignify with 
the imporlatiOIl8 of cl ... ical phraaeology." 

batabililly_-Mr. Windham (sayo Earl Rnsaell) ... as 1ID.8table BIld 
irre.olute. H •• aid on. day to Lord Henry Petty, who ... as sitting beside 
bim, towards the end of his speech, .. Which .... y did I .. y I wcnld 
vote P" 

Convenient mustration.-Windham'. happiness in illustration 
waa thus alluded to by Lord John R .... ll, in speaking 011 Parliamentary 
Ref.rm bi 18M: .. I Imow to I.ho •• who do not like the measure. lit 
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time is always wanting. Mr. Windham. who was a great ma.ster 'of 
illustration and allusioD, when .. measure of reform was introduced in.& 
time of publio quiet and peace, said, I You are like tho man in the 
Spectator. who had overy symptom of the gout except the pain; ;you are 
going to deal with a disease that causes you no inconvewence.' Times 
changed, and there was a vast deal of commotion, and agitation, and 
excitement, and still Mr. Windham opposed reform, saying, I Surely you 
will not repair your house in a hurricane!' On both occaaions he was 
ready:with an illustration, and so it is with many of those who now 6&7 
that this is not the time to introduce a meaeure of Parli.o.ment&ry reform.» 

8m PHILIP FRANCIS. 
(1741)-1818.) 

An 1JDr8~ Bpea.ke1".-Sir Philip Francis. the reputed author of 
the (I Junius" letters, was unsuccessful as a speaker. His own theory on 
the subject is given by Lady Francis in her" Reminiscences :n_fI Here I 
may account for his not being a ready speaker in Parliament, except when 
rouaed by inwgnation or feeling. when he electrified the Bonae. Be 
accounted for it from Lord Bacon's well-known axiom, I Reading makes 
a foJl man, writing an exact man, speaking a reedy JDan.' • I had enough 
and too much· of the former, and none of the latter, in my youth. A 
veaeel IDay be too foJl to part eaai1y with ita oontonta. and few oratora are 
very exact men; besides, I had too much sensibility, and felt the House 
was against me. The House W88 Pitt's, and Pitt could Dot despise me, 
but he tried to make it believe he did.·.. Ledy Francis edd. another 
reaeon for his hositation in speaking-namely. extreme amdety to weigh 
every word lest it should convict him of being" Junius." 

An Appeal from BoD to :E'ather.-Sir Nathaniel Wruall writos 
88 follows of Francia: II However interior he was to Burke in all the 
flowera of diction. more than once he electrified the Bonae by_g .. of 
a path .. which arrested .very hearer. A. beautifulspeaimen of his ability 
in this point occurred during the debataa on Pitt's India Bill. One of the 
regulations abolished the trial by jury for delinquenta Nturning from 
India. and inatitoted & n.w tribnnal for inquiring into th.ir misdemeanora. 
Againat BUch an inroad on tha British aonatitation Francis entored his 
protest in terms of equal elegance and force. '1 am not,' said he, I au old 
man, yet I remember the time when Such an attempt would have roused 
the whole country into & 11ame. Had the experiment heen made when the 
iIl .. triona atatosman. the lete Earl of Chetham. enjoyed & ... t in this 
.... mbly. he would hsve sprung from the bed of sickn .... he would have 
solicited some friendly hand to lay him on the :8.001', and thence, with a 
mo,"""h·. voic.. h. would have called the whole kingdom to anna to 
oppoae it. But h. is dead. and baa left nothing in the world tbat 
resembles him. He is dead! SDd the Bense, the honour, the character, 
and the nnderatanding of the nation are deed with him.' • . Th. 
repetition of the words, I He is dead: W88 attended with the finest offect ; 
and the Nflectiona produced by it inToluntarily attracted .very eye ,. 
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towards the Treasury bencb, whe .. 8&t his son. I have ",,"ely witnessed a 
moment when the pnssions were touched in a more mRSterly manner 
within the walla of the House. The impression made by it on Pitt is said 
to have been of the doopest kind." 

GEORGE TIERNEY. 
(1761-1880.) 

The Po,", .... d the Goose.-Mr. Tierney was ODe of those Whigs 
who, partly through hostility to Mr. Pitt, and partly from a sincere 
gratitode for the paace abroad, sod the mild aDd constitotional go.em. 
meDt at home, obtained for the conntry by Mr. AddingtoD, first supported 
and afterwards formally joined that miniater, UPOD his rnptore with hi. 
patron and predecessor. When aUuding to the difficulties the Fontes an,\ 
Pittites hod of passing o.er to join each other in attseking the Addington 
ministry, Mr. Tiemoy (forgetting for the moment how easily he h.,\ 
himsslf .. ercome a like difficulty in joining thet ministry) alluded to the 
puzzle of "tb. Fox and the Goose," and did not clearly expound his ide&. 
Whereupon Mr. Dudley North said, "It is himself he mean&-who loft 
the Fox to go over to the Goose, and put the hog of oats in his pocket."
Broug'hMn.'. It Sketches." 

A S&ying .. bout Oftice.-Earl RusseU remarks that Mr. Tierney 
used to "y, .. the fruit of his experience, thot it was .ery difficult for a 
memhar of the Honse of Oommona to .ttain high office, but that it waa 
still more diffien1t to Ie ••• high office with credit on sufficient gronnds. 
Hia lordship endorsed. this by adding, II Tho latter is, in fact, the more 
difficult operation of the two." 

Duty of .... Opposition.-" The duty of an Opposition," said 
Tierney, U is to oppose everything, to propose nothing, and to tum out 
the Government." ", ,- t"'~ 

The Duel between Pitt .... a Tierne:v.-l'1"ftbrellgbtin a bill for 
tb. more elfoctual monninA' of the navy, on the 25th May; 1798, and 
urged that it pass through all ita stages in one day. Tierney opposed 
this U precipitous course." In reply Pitt asked how the honourable 
gentleman's opposition to the measure was to bo aeconnted f'or~ but from 
a desire to obstrnet the defenc. of the conntry. Refusing to retract or 
explAm, Pitt received a challenge the next day from Tierney. Lord 
Sidmouth gives the following account of the preliminaries: re I was 
dining .,..;th Lord Gros.enor when a note was breught m. frem Mr. Pitt 
.tating th.t h. had ... eived & hostile m.8&Bg. from Mr. Tierney, and 
wish.d m. 'to gO to him. M,'. Pitt had just mede hi. will when I 
arrived. On the following dey I went .,..;th Pitt and Ryder to whore 
their chaise wait.ed to take them. to Wimbledon Oommon." On Sunday, 
the 27th, .t three o'clock in the afternoon (says Earl Stanhopo), the two 
parties met on Putney H .. th. Mr. Pitt waa attended by Mr. Dndley 
Ryder afterwards Lord Harrcwby, and Mr. Tierney by Mr. George 
Walp;le. The seconds had some conversatioD, and endeavoured to 
pre.ent further preceedings, but they did not prevail. The principals 
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took their.ground at the distan .. of twelve pac .. , and fired at the aame 
moment, each without effect. A. second case of pistols was produced~ 
and fired in the eame manner, Mr. Pitt on this !aat occasion firing his 
pistol in the air. The seconda interfered, and thus ended the affair. 

][is Style in Debate.-Lord Lytton, in .. St. Stephen's:' gi_ the 
following graphic sketeh of Tiemey's manner >-

n There is aD eloqtum08 which aims at talt
A muse, though 'lriDgM, ~t pmers to walk ; 
Ita easy graoea 80 oonteu' the eye, 
You'd fear to los. it if it sought to fly; 
L;ghI; and yet vjgoroue, f_1eee yet well bred, 
All once it; moved. 'in Tierney's airy tread. 
Ca.relBBB1J' J as 8. wit; about the town 
Cha.ta at your table some huge proBer down, 
Be loungec1 into debate, just touah"d a fOG,-
I Laughter a.ud o'heera"-A touch, sir' what a. blow I 
Declaiming Dever, with 8. placid smile 
He bids you wonder why 7011 are 80 vile ; 
One hand politely pointing out 10ur crimo, 
The other-in his pocket all the time." 

wrr,JJAM WILBERFORCE. 
(1759-1888.) 

Slave ':rraae lIIotioDJI.-" In 1787." said Wilberforce. «I was 
slaying with Pitt at Holwood-one hae often a 10001 reoollection of par. 
ti<n1ar incidant&-<md I distinetlyrememher the very knoll upon which I wae 
sitting, near Pitt and Grenville, when the former said to me, I Wilberloree. 
why don't you give notice of a motion On the subject of the sla.ve trade P 
You have already taken great pa.ins to collect evidence, and are thereforo 
fully entitled to the credit which doing 80 will insure you. Do not lose 
time, or the ground may he occnpied by another.' I did 80, and npon that 
oecasion Fox said he had himself seriously entertained the idea of bringing 
the subject helore p .. li&ment; hnt h. was pleseed to add thet, it having 
got into so much hetter handa, he ehould not interfere. 'In 1789 I opened 
the question to the House. Burke, I remember. complimented me on my 
speech, and thanked me for the information he had received from it." As 
an instance of the ridieu10us stories told in cOllSequenee to the speaker's 
disndva.ntage. Clarkson was travelliDg- in a stage-eoach, when, the conver
sation turning on the abolition qU06tion, ODe of the passengers gravely 
.. id, .. Mr. Wilherforee is doubtleee a great philanthropist in public, but I 
heppen to know & little of his private hiatory, and can assure yen that he 
is .. ertlel husb&nd, and even beats his wife." At this time Mr. Wilber. 
force was a ba.ebelor.-HarJord'. If Becollections," 

Kia P .... liamentary Dbme1'll.-Mr. Wilherforee (says HarfoM) 
resided in Palace Yard for some time with his friond, Mr. Henry Thorn
ton, as bachelors, where they kept an almost open house for members of 
Parliament. About three o'clock daily their frienda began to drop in on 
their way to the Honae, and partook of a light dinnel·, the number of them 

,,2 
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amounting to seventeen or tw.nty. Lord Eldon .... not nnfrequently one 
of the party. "It delighted no." eeid Mr. Wilberforce. "to see our 
friende in this way. espeeially ae it gave ne the opportnnity of telking 
npon any important points of pnblic busineee. withont any great eecrilioe 
of tim.. Those who cam. in late put up with a mutton chop or beefsteak. 
Th. Duke of Montrose c&lIed in one dey 88 we .... re thno .mployed, but 
declined takiug anything. Seeing. ho .... v.r. eo many around him busy 
with the knife aed fork, he eeid •• I cannot reeist any lougar: and down 
he sat to a mutton chop. 'Ah l duke: said I. I if your French cook could 
see you DOW, he would be quite affronted.' JJ 

l'ow .... ·&Del Porbeara.nce.-The singalar kindu .... the .xtreme 
gautleuess of his disposition. wholly free from g&ll. from vanity. or other 
selfish f •• Iing. kept him from indulging in any of the 'rituperotive 
branches of rbetorie; but a memorable instance showed that it was any
thing rothor than the want of po .... r which held him oft from the .... of 
the weapons 80 often in almost all other men'a hands. When a wen-known 
DUd popular m.mb.r thought lit to designste him lepeatedly. aed v.ry 
irregularly, as the" honourable and religious gentleman." not becao.se he 
W88 aehemed of the CroBB h. gloried in. bnt beca .... he f.lt indignant at 
anyone in the British Senate deeming piety a matter of imputation. h. 
poured out a stnin of sarcasm which Done who heard it can ever forget . 
.!\. common fri.nd of the porti .. heTing lemsrked to Sir Samuel Romilly. 
beside whom he est. that this greatly outmatched Pitt himeelf. the master 
of earcasm. the reply of that great man aed just observer W88 worthy to 
be remarked: .. Y ea,~' said he, It it is the most striking thing I almost ever 
heard; but I look upon it 88 a more singalar proof of Wilberforce's 'rirtu. 
than of his ganine. for who but h •• ver W88 poaessaed of such a formideble 
weapon. and never used itP"-Brough.am.'. "8,alamen."' _ ~,; 

A Simile.-u Few passages can be cited." says Brougham. I( in the 
oratory of modem times of a more electriea1. effect than Wilberforee'a 
singalarlyf.licitone and striking allusion to Mr. Pitt'. resisting the torrent 
of Jaeobin principles: • He stood between the Ii'ring aed the dead, aed the 
plague was stayed. J " 

Bepentmgcf his Vote.-Lord Sidmouth told no that one morning 
at a Cabin.t m •• ting. after an important dehato in the Honee of CommODe 
(th. subject of .... hich he hed forgott.n). eom. on. eeid ... I wond.r ho ... 
Wilberforeo voted last night." On which Lord Liverpool obeerved ... I de> 
not know how he voted; but this I am pretty 8U!e of. that iu whatever 
.... y h. voted, h. lepents of his Tote this morning." Lord Sidmouth 
added ... It wae odd .nough that I had no eoon.r leturned to my omce than 
Wilberforce was announced, who said. 'Lord Sidmouth, you will be tmr

prised at the TOte I gave laat nigbt. aed. indeed. I am not myself 
nltogath.r satisfied with it ! • To which I leplied •• My dear Wilberforeo. 
I shall n.ver be surpriaed at any voto you may give.' Pursuing the con
Tel'8&tion, I800n conrlnced him that he had really voted wrong. when he 
Mid, ' Dear mo, I wish I had soon yon laat night before tho debate.'''
Life of Lord Sid .. oulh. 
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(1757-1818.) 
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An Advanced Liberal.-Romilly, who was identified with all the 
liberal measures, and the political activity in a h'eral direction, of the 
.... ly part of the nineteenth .entmy. entered Parliament in 1806. when 
cloee upon fifty yeare of age; and he waa appointed Solicitor·General in 
the administTation of which Fox waa a leading member. Having eat for 
one pocket horough after another, in 1818 he we elected for Weat
minater; but the death of hia wife in the &ame year had sucb an elred 
upon hia mind that he deatroyed himeelf. He waa to the last one of the 
foremost spirita of the phi\anthropical party. 

Barba.ria.ns.-Earl Russell writes, in his (C Recollections:" Sir 
Samuel Romilly tried to amend our .riminal law; Lord Caatl.reagh 
w......tuny obstrncted hia progreae. The &ame great and liberal man 
propoeed to make freehold property subject to the payment of simple 
.contract debts; the law officers of the Crown would not hear of 80 

dangerous &II. innovation. One of the Crown lawyers said that it was a 
mistake to say the law dated from the reign of Henry VIII.; thet ita 
origin was 88 far back 88 the time of Edward I. IC What care I," retorted 
Bomilly, .. whether thia law waa made by one eat of barhariene or 
anotherP" 

The Befo1'Dl of the Criminal Code.-The name of reform in 
the .riminallaw had not been heard in the Honae of Oommons for fifty. 
eight yaara. when. in 1808, Romilly carried hia bill for the aholition of 
the punishment of deeth for privately etealing from the pereon to the 
value of five "Bhillinge; in other words, for picking poeketa. Romilly 
approaehed the 81lbj •• t of this reform witb a eaution which now looks 
almost like ... eakn.... His object was originn.lly to raise the value 
according to ... hich .. th.ft was rend.red capital. In J annary. 1808. h. 
gave up the intention of bringing forward even this limited measure-he 
was sure the judges ... ould not approve of it. To another distinguished 
lawyer belonge the credit of having urged Romilly to a bolder policy. 
His friend Scarlett, he says ... had advised me not to content myself with 
merBly rajsing the amonnt of the value of property. the stealing of which 
is to subject the o!fende. to capital punishment.- but to attempt at once to 
repeal all the statutes which punish with death mere thefta unaccompanied 
by any act of violence, or other circumStance of aggrantion. This sugges" 
tion was T8rJ agreeable to me. But, as it appeared to me that I had DO 

"hance of being able to carry through the Houae a bill which was to 
..xpnnge at once all th ... law. from the statute·book, I determined to 
attempt the repcol of them one by one. and to begin with tbe moot odious 
<If them. the Act of Queen Eliaobeth which makes it a capital o!fence to 
steal privately from the pereon of anothe •. " Upon this prudential 
principle Romilly carried hia first roform in 1808.-Marli ....... •• Hiotory 
qtMP~. , 

Modern PhllosOph7 "V'. U EzpeneDce.r'-The constant argument 
employed against the alterations propoaod by Romilly in the -criminol 
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·lawa W88 this-that of late years the offences which they undertook 
to repress were greatly increased. Justly did Romilly say, ., A better 
..,88On than this for altering the law could herdly he given." On the 
24th of May. 1811, when three of Romill,..a billa were rejected in the 
House of Lords, Lord Ellenborough d •• Iared, .. They ... ent to alter thoee 
laws which a century had proved to be necessary, and which were now to 
bo overlurnod by apecnlation and modem philoeophy." Lord Ohancellor 
Eld.on, on the same occasion, stated that he had himself eurly in life 
felt & disposition to examine the principles on which our criminal code 
wtOJ framed, u befOl'8 observation and experience had matured his jndg~ 
ment. Sinee. however, he had learned to listen to these great teachers in 
this important acience, his ide .. had greatly changed, and he saw the 
wisdom of the principle. and practice by which our criminsl code was 
regulated." Although Eldon frequently gave effectu&l oppoaition to 

. Romill,..a mellS1ll'Oa, the old Lord Ohancellor, we are told, was unuaual\:r 
affected by hte death. As he took his seat in court the following morning, 
.. he was etruck by the sight of the vacant place which Romillywas 
accustomed to occupy, and his e".. filled with teare. • I cannot atay 
here,' he exclaimed. and, rising in great agitation, broke up hiR court!' - -

SIR JAMES MACKINTOSH. 
(l76l5-1832.) 

.a. Philosopher's Pecu1iaritiea.-U'np .... liamentary Style. 
-MackintoBh entered the House of Commons in 1813 with a high 
l'Oputauon from his forensic oratory, but he failed to sustain it in Parll&. 
mont. A contemporary in Colb"",,'. NetD Monthly for 1~ (edited b:r 
Bulwer Lytton) gives a pictore of the phil080phic orator, thonjual deceased, 
U We ourselvea heard Sir James Mackintosh', great, almost; wonderful. 
spoech upon RefOl'Ul. W 0 ohall never forge~ the extensive ranga of 
idoaa, the energetic grasp of thought, the sublime and soaring _in of 
legi8lative philosophy with which he eharmed and transported no; but it 
w .. not so with the House in general. His Scotch .. cent, his unceasing 
and laboured vehemence of voice and geeture; the refined and epeoulative 
el.vation of his views, and the vast heaps of hoarded koowledge he some· 
what prolixly produced, diBpleased the taste and wearied the attention of 
men who were far more amious to he amused and excited than instructed 
or oonvinced. We B.. him now, hio bald and oingu1arl:r formed heed 
working to and fro, as if to collect sod then shake out hio ideas; his arm 
violently vibrating, and his body thrown forward by ondden quirks and 
starts, whioh, ungrocefui .. they were, aeomed rather premeditated than 
inspired." Mackintosh's eloquenee, l'emarka the same writer, like thH 
of Burke and Brougham, Appeared .. eddrasaad to another audience than 
thet to which it wno actually delivered. Intended for the House of 
Commo .. ouly, the style would have heon absnrdly faulty; intended for 
the publio, it w .. augoot and correot." Macaulay thus aIludea to Mackin. 
tosh'. de&ciency in Parliament: u His talents W8!9 Dot those which 
onable a apeakor to produo. with rapidity a oeriea of etrikiDg but transi. 
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tory impressioDS-to excite the miods of five hunclre 
Bight. without saying anything that any GUO of them 
member in the moming.~' 

A1I. A1;tack on Prejudice.-The following characteristic pass.">g8 
is from & eel.brat.d speceh by Sir Jam .. Maekintoeh on the reform of 
the old Crimiual La ... : "If a foreigner were to form his estimate of the 
people of Euglacd from a conoideration of their peca\ cod •• h. would un. 
dcubtedly eonclod. that th.y w.re & nation of barhariacs. This expree· 
",on. though strong. would be unquesti'ollllbly tre.; for what other opinion 
if:ould a hu.maue foreigner form of us when he found that in our erimiBBl 
law there were two hundred crimiDal offences against which the punish
ment of deeth was d.nouncod. upon twenty of which ocIy th.t punish. 
ment was 8Tel' inflicted-that we we1"O savage ~ our threats, and yet were 
fcolds in om execution of punishmcn_that .... ch.rished & system which 
in theory was odious, but which was impotent in pra.etice from its very 
severity-that in C8&CO of high treason w. involved hmocent children in 
all the consequences of their f.ther's guilt-that in c .... of corruption of 
blood we .... r ..... n still more cru.l, punishing tha olfspring when we 
eould not reach tho parent-and that on some occasions we even proceeded 
to wreak vengeance upon the bodies of the inanimate dead P If the same 
pereon were t<>Id that w. were the same nation which had been the first 
to giv. full publicity to ev.ry part of our jnclicial system-that .... were 
the same mtion which had establiohad the trial by jury. which. blomable 
.. it might be in theory. W88 80 invaluable in practice-that w. were the 
same nation which had found out the greatest security which had .v.r 
been devised for individual liberty. the writ of habeao corpus. &8 settled 
by the Aot of Charles I1.-that w .... re the sam. nation which hed dis
cov.red the full blesaingo of a ropresentative g<m!rument. and ... hich had 
.ode&voored to diffuse them throughout ev.ry part of our free .mpire. 
he wocld woodcr at the strange anomalies of human mture which could 
unile thinge that we ... in themsel .... ao totally incompatible. If the same 
foreigner ........ in eddition to this. told that the abuoea which strock sO 
forcibly on his attention were the abuoeo of the oIdsn tim •• which were 
rath.r overlocked then tolerated. he might porhapo ... I.nt in his judgment. 
and confer upon us a milder denomi118tion then that of harbariana, but 
if, on the eontrary,hewere told that influence and Buthority.learniDg and 
ingenuity. had combined to reeist oil ... formation of these abuoea as 

. dangeroua innovatione-if he ...... informed that individuals who. frcm 
their renk &cd taI.nle. enjoyed not an artificial but a real superiority. 
J'OBe to vindicate the worst of these abuses, even the outrages on the 
deed. and to conlend for them as bulwarks of the constitution and Iacd. 
marks of legislation. he would re .... rt to his first aontim.nls regording us. 

. though he might perhapo coodemn the harhariam of the present inoteod 
of the harbariem of the past generation." ~ 

'l'hings take. for Granted.-'I How is it," J4ackintosb was once 
asked. "I never hear a ... ord about the blOesinge of liberty. and the glory 
of the British Constitution. in your debates ~ " II Because we take all 
that for granted," was his reply. 
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A Precaution . ..,..I ... member (writes Earl R .... U) that in 1819, 
after tha Manchester meefulg known h7 the uam. of Peterloo, I WlIII 

etaying in the houee of Sir Jam .. Mackintosh, in the count,.,.. W. read 
every day in the newspapers accounts of meetings; it was generally 
etated that tha m •• ting at Manch •• ter, although legal, had heen atbcked 
and disp ..... d h7 milita,.,. force. Sir Jam .. said to m., .. It will be worib 
while to look at my 1&w·hooke, aad ..... hether !hie aaeumption that the 
meeting at Manchester WlIII legal is founded in 1&..... W. eoon found 
...... n to conclud. that tha Mancheater m •• ting .... an illegal m •• fuIg •. 
Sir James Mackintesh and I a~ that in the approaching session of 
Parliament w. would not affirm th.l.gality of the Mancheater meefulg. 

FRANCIS HORNER. 

(1778-1817.) 

Kia I'lnt' Canvass.-On the 19th of October, 1806, Francis 
Horner received an off.r of a ... t in Parliam.nt from Lord Kinnaird'" 
which he acc.pted, lIDtramm.U.d by any conditione. St. Iv .. wae the 
borough destined for him, and in a letter to hia mothe.r from that 
.p1a.ce he givea .om. &eoount of the .lection proc.edings. ... I am glad 
enough," he say&, "Done of you weN here to quiz me 88 I went through 
my duty; antering .... ,.,. eallar in the p1a.ce, and behaving ........ t ... 
poaoihle to .... ,.,. man, woman, and child. I did sometim .. f .. 1 eeha.med 
of myoe1f. I own. and the... were some hovele that want against my 
etomach. if it had not been for the number of pretty women, three or 
four of tham quit. beautiful. whom I found in these hovels." 
~aties of Pe ..... -lIIr. Horner took part in the .dehate which aros. on the beaties of peace .ntered into coneequant on the downfall of 

Napol.on. A speech delivered h7 him in the .Hoose of CommOIl8, 
F.brnary 20th, 1816, attracted much attantion at tha tim.. Roferring to 
the gnarante .. to be exacted from Fran .. , h. aaid: .. The rea1 .... urity 
which W&8 required from Franc., aft&. the deotroction of that military 
monarchy which opp .... ed the greatest part of the eontin.nt of Europe, 
combined the integrity of that kingdom with the eetablishment of a 
go ... rnment agreeebly to the wish .. and de .. rving of the oonlidon .. of 
the people. Th. queotion of territorial cession had heen diacueeed at 
groat length, and h. would m.rely state thet, in hia opillion, any attempt 
to diamemher Fran .. , in.taad of being likely to afford any .. curity for 
the continuanc. of peace, would be the certain source of inqui.tud. 
aud danger. • • Th.re..... no chan.. of the .tability of peace if 
gnaran_ were sought for in meaauree that mnst be gelling and irritafulg 
to tha French p.ople; th.re ..... no chan ... of continued tranquillity but 
in conciliatory al'l'lLDgementa; there W88 no chance of reconciling them to 
Europe but by allowing them to .. tablish the government they Jikod. W. 
could n .... r rationally entertain confiden •• in the pacilic dispositione of 
people upon whom we forced & gov.rnment of oonquest, which we main. 
tained by arms." 
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An Element of Stability.-Referring to the motion in the Ho_ 
of CommODS for anew writ for St.14awes in the room of Francia Homer, 
Mareh 6th, 1817. and to. the eneomi1llD8 on the character of the deceeeod 
member embodied in the motion, Sir James Mackintosh. writing in his 
JourDa!. eeya: "A Howard introdn.ed. and OIl English Honse of Gnmmone 
adopted, the propoeition of thne hononring the memory of & man of 
thirty-eight, the son of a shopkeeper, who never .filled an office, or had 
the power of obliging & living creature. and Wh088 grand title to this 
dietinction W&O the belief of his virtne. How honourohle to the age end 
to the Honee! A conntry wh .... sncb sentiments prevail is not ripe for 
destruction." 

HENRY ADlJINGTON, LORD SIDMOUTH. 
(1755-18".) 

Beapectable lIIediocrity.-Henry Addington (Viaconnt Sidmonth) 
'W88 nicknamed c. the Doctor," his father having been physician to the 
elder Pitt. Earl Russell says of him, U He was a ma.n of average 
nnderotonding. eqnel to the reqniremente of qniet tim ... of reopo.leble 
prejudices. and undoubted courage; but as minister for 8 great emergency 
he e.cited oDly ridi.Dle and contempt. Little could he withetond the 
doily epigrams of Canning.8Ild the .c .. cely more endurable oompassion 
of SheridOll:- -

I As Looclcm ia to Paddiogton, 
So is Pitt to Addington.' 

• When his spsocheslag moat vilaly. 
Cheer him, cheer him, Brother Hiley ; 
When his opeeche. wely lag. 
Cheer him, cheer him, Brother Bragge: 

• The Fells- for his lOB, the pills for himselF: 

These end a tholl88lld other arrowe which wit squandered npon Addington 
utterly ruined him in public opinion." ' 

Spoiling l'rature.-On the 8th of Jone. 1789. Addington. who had 
;jut completed his thirty .... o~ y .... was elevated to the dignity of 
Speaker of the Honse of Commons. Mr. Gilpin. in & congratulatory 
note, writes on that occasion: Ct I was in somo little pain at fimt how you 
eouId restrain the natural modesty of your disposition on so sudden an 
elevation to one of tho most awful posts I know; but Sir John Dayley 
and other gentlemen gave such an account of your setting ont, that all 
apprehensions for yon are DOW over; and I have only to regret, 88 a 
pietnreaqne man. that snch OIl enlightened conntenen.e as God Ahnight.,. 
has given you should be shrouded in a bush of horsohair." 

A C.binet of lIIediocrities. - The following story was told 
by John Hookham Frere: .. I remember old Lord W--. the father.· of 
the present lord, & fine specimen of & thorongb4going" old country Tory; 
ooming to eal\ on my f.ther to tell him thet Pitt was ont of office • 

• The sinecure of Clerk of the Pells. 
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and that Addingt .. n had formed a minist,.,.. He went tluough all the 
members of the new Cabinet. and. rubbing his hands at tha end. with 
on evident sense of relief, 8&id, I Well, th&nk God, we have at last got 
8 ministry without ODe of those confounded men of genius in it !'" 

A Bacass....,. Evil.-Lord Dalling remarks in his .. Life of 
Palmeraton" tbet tha ne.ossity of pleasing George ill. introduced 
Addington into so mauy administrations. as to jnstify Mr. Cauuing's 
criticism that he was lika the small.pox. that ev.,.,.one was obliged to 
have once in their lives . 

. A Sheap in Wolf's Clothing.-A few dsys before the declaration 
of war with France, in 1803, a. warlike messo.ge from the Crown was sent 
to Parliament. Addington, then being minister, appeared iu the fell 
dra .. of the Windsor nniform, and stcutted up the honu in the midst of 
• burst of laugbter, jnst as the Speaker was reading a medicine bill. .. It 
must have been on this occasion," says Earl Russell, u that Sheridan 
redoubled the laugbtor of the Houae by saying, 'The right hou. gentleman. 
who has appeared this evening in the cheracter of • sheep in wolf's 
clothing,' &C. In fact. nothing could be more tragic&l than the occasion;· 
nothing more comical than the chief actor in the tragedy." 

A BoyaJ. Appaa.l.-Mr. Addington used to tell his friends that at 
the interview with which he was honoJU'Od on the 10th of May, 1804., the 

. King again preeeed upon him the acceptance of the peerage and pension. 
in terms which it mnst have been ve,.,. dilIicuit fDr 80 devoted. subject to 
resist: .. You are a proud man, Mr. Addington. but I am & preud man 
too; and why should I slcep 1lIlO88Y on my pUiow hecauae yon will not 
comply with my request P Why should I feel the cODBoiousn ... that I 
have snll!ered "you to ruin your fDmily, and that through yom: attaclunant· 
tomeP" 

Taking Things Cooll7.-At the time of the tria1 of Queen 
Oareline (1820) the genoral transport. raised tha popular exasperation 
ageinst Lorde Castlorough and Sidmonth. the suppoeed authore of the 
proaeedinge, to tho highest point; they neve. appeared in tha streete 
without being hoolod and reviled by the mob, and both daily received 
anonymous Jettore threatening them ·with instant death if the hUl ageinst 
her Majesty wore not abandoned. The .. intrepid men. however, disre· 
gerded th .. e threato. and walked about the atrooto os usual. without any 
attendanto; and the people, admiring this spirit. abetained from actual 
violenoe. One day at this time they were walking together in Parliament. 
stroot, when. being recognised. a large mob got up round them. and they 
wore violontly hooted. II Here we go," said Lord Sidmouth, "the two 
moat popular mon in England." .. Y ..... replied Lord Oastlereegh, 
II through a grat.oful and admiring mnltitude."-.dliaoa', II Lif~ oJ Calle .. 
t>eagh." 

LORD CASTLEREAGR. 
\1769-18211.} 

Common.place Orator;v.-No man (remarks Lord Brvugham) over 
attained the station of a regular dobator in our Parliament with sneh an 
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entile want of ..u classical accomplisbment, and indeed of ..u literary pro
vision whatsoever. While he neTer showed the least symptom of any infor
mation extending beyond the more recent volumes of the U Parlia.menta.ty 
Debates," or possibly the :files of the newspapers only, his dietion set all 
imitation, perhaps all description, at defiance. It was with some an.. 
amusement to beguile tbe tedious honrs of their 1!W'voidable attendance 
upon the poor, tawdry, ravelled thread of his BOrry discourae, to collect a 
kind of ana from the fragments of mixed, incongruo\l8, and disjointed 
images that frequently appeared in it. U The features of the clause j ,,, 
u the ignorant impatience of the reIantion of taxation j" U seta of cir
cumstances coming up and circumstances going down; 'I, "men tuming 
their backs upon themselves j» , .. the honourable and leamed gentleman's. 
wedge getting into the loyal feelinge of the manufacturing claos .. ;" 
" the constitutional principle wound up in the bowels of the monarchical 
principle;" .. t.he Herculean labour of the honourable and learned member .. 
who will find himself quite disappointed when he heo at laet brought forth 
his HerculeB" (by a Blight coufounding of his mother's labour, which 
produced that hero, with his own exploits which guined him immortality) 
-these are but a few. and not the richest samples, by any me&ll8, of a.. 
rhetoric which often bsffied sIike the gravity of the Tresenry bench and. 
the art of the reporter, and left the wondering audience at a loss to con .. 
jecture how anyone could ever exist. endowed with humbler pretensions 
to the name of orstor.-Hi.torioal Sketoheo of Stat • .""",. 

Courageous Leadership. - When the Tory party, .. having a. 
deva," preferred Lord C&Btlereagh to Mr. Canning ·for their leader, all 
men ll8turslly expected that he would entirely fail to command even tiu> 
attendance of the House while he addressed it, and that the benches, 
empty during his time, would only be replenished when his highly·gifted 
competitor rose. They were grefl.tly deceived; they under-rated the effect. 
of pIa.ce and power; they forgot that the representative of a Government 
speaks U as one having authority. and not 88 the scribes j" but they also 
forgot that Lord Castlereagh had 80me qnolities weillittcd to eonciliate. 
favour, and even to provoke admiration, in the absence of everything like 
eloquence, and without ever having written a line in the .Anti·1'acobin. 
He was a bold and fearl ... man: the very courage with which he exposed. 
himself unabashed to the most critical awlience in the world, while incap
able of uttering two sentences of anything but the m&&nest matter, in the, 
most WNtched lsogusge; the g&Ilantry with which he faced the' greatest 
difficulties of a. question i, the unflinching perseverance with which he 
went through a whole subject, leaving untouched not one of ita points, 
whether he could grapple with it or no, and not one of the adverse argu
monts, however forcibly and fBlicitously they had been urged-'lleither' 
daunted by recollocting the impreesion just made by his antagonist'. dis
play, nor damped by consciousness of the very rags in which he now 
presented himself-oJI this made him, uJ50n the whole, rs.thor a favourite 
with the audienee whose patience he wae taxing mereilessly, and whose. 
gravity he ever and anon put to a very severe trial. Nor can anyone have
fo1"/l0tten tha kind of pride that mantisd on the fronts of tho Tory 
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pbalam. when. after being overwhelmed with the powerful fire of the 
Whig Opposition. or galled by the fierce denunciations of the U Mountain," 
or hareesed by the brilliant thongh otten tinsel displays of Mr. C&Illling • 

. their chosen leader.tood forth. and. pre .. nting the grace. of his eminently 
patrician fignre. IInng opsn his COBt. displayed an 8Z1IN ribbon traversing 
& snow-white chest. s.qd declared" his high satisfaction that he could no ... 
meet tha chergsa against him fsos to face. and repel with indignation all 
that hisadv.rsari ...... re bold and rash enough to edvance."-lbid. 

Light IlUt of D .... lmess.-On one ooC88ion (relates Earl Rnaeell) 
<Jastlereagh had gone on for an hoor apeaking upon what snbject no man 
eould gue88, when he es:elaim.ed of .. 81lddeD, If So much, Mr. Speaker, for 
the Ia" of nationa." At another time. when he had epoken for an hoor 
tediously and confusedly. he declared. "I have no ... proved that the 
~ower of London is .. common law principle."_1f Before he spoke," said 
Lord Granville. "he "ould collect whet he eonld on the snbject, bot 
never epoke above tha lovel of a newapaper. Had three things in his 
favour: tact. good humour, and courage."-Thomas Moore's answer to 
the question. "Why is a pomp like Viaconnt Ca&tlereagh P" will be' 
..",embered-

n Beoauae it is .. Blender thing of wood, 
That up a.nd down its .. "kward arm. doth nay. 
And oool17 apout and IPOUt and spout away, 
In .... weak, waah;r ..... lastiDg lIood." 

But some could aee much more in Castlereagb than his opponents woold 
.allow. Thus Lytton, in If St. Stephen's"-

"They muab, in truth, mlsjudge him wbo .. plain 
Ria graoel ... language by a witless braID. 
So Arm biB purpose, 10 naolnd hi. will., 
It almost aMm'd a craft to apeak 80 ill- #_._ 

AI if, like Cromwell. flashing towards his end, ~ 
Through oloudy nrbia.ge nODe oould oomprehend." 

Ign01'lloDt Impatience of Tazation.-Lord Castlereagb (says 
.Alison) W88 at times eminently imprudent in ''Preeeion. eepeoially in 
th... curt and pithy sayings which are easily .. oollected. and strike 
b.twesn wind and water the prevailing prejudicee of the day. His 
sayings on Ut... occasions were g.nerally perfectly true. but that ouIy 
rendered them more provoking. and induced the greater hostility against 
him. Never was a truer expression than n the ignorant impatience of 
taution,'· of which he complained when the income-tax wu thrown out 
in 1816.-LiI. 01 O .. !lereagh. Mr. Gladstone quoted this pbraee when 
he introduced his .. Commercial Treaty" budgst in 1860. He said, .. It 
'Was Lord Londonderry - who oomplained of the people of England 88 

·exhibiting an I ignorant impatience of, taxation; • but I think, were he to 
me from the deed and again iake his place in this Honse. he .... old be 
'Very much more likely to oomplain of an ignorant patience of taution. Q 

- Oaslloreagb·. later till .. 
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~h8 Currycomb of the Kouse.-The following entry appears 
in DIe J01l1"Jl&l of Sir James Maekintooh; .. Hareh 22nd. 1817. F
said it was delightful to ... how completely the c1UTJCOIIlb of DI. House 
of Oomm.De bed taken off allDl. gilding and lackeriDg thet Oeetlereagh 
bed brought from DI. O<mgreee." • 

InB1lltiDg Language in PU"JiamBDt.-NiPthing oould be more 
jnet DIan DIe ",hoke which, as connected wiDl the queetion of peraonal 
conroge, .... may reoollect hie administering to a great man who bed 
paeeed the IimiIB of Parliamentary eonltMy. .. Every on. mnet be 
sensible." he said, .. thet if any peraonal qnarrel were dsaired. any insult,
ing Iangnage used publicly wh.", it coold not be met &8 it deeerved, w .. 
the way to prevent and not to produce such & :rencounf.er!'-Brougham', 
.. Stafe0me3." It was Grattan who bed attacked Oeetlereagh in DI. Irish 
Parliament. chergiDg him with puerility. arroganc.. and presumption. 
Th. reply reieed him much in the eetimaticm of the Honae. Oastle_gh. 
how.ver. afterwarde felt inclined to oend Grattan & meeaage. hut waa 
dissneded by hie fri.nde. who repreaented to him thet hy doing eo he 
would be quitting the high ground on which h. etood. 

His Duel with C&DDiDg.-Unknown (oayeAlison) to Lord Oeetle. 
reagh, and without giving him the elighteat r&aeOn to enepect ilB exist.nce. a party bed been formed in the Oabin.t inimical to him. and the 
object of which wae to get him removed from hie poaition ae lIiniater at 
Wor. and Lord Welleeley anhatitntad in hie room. This was arranged by 
the whole Oabinet. wiDl the .xc.ption of hie lordship. ae early &8 the 4th 
of April, 1809. It was not till Lord Oastlereagh ,.... shown the corra. 
epondence of Mr. Oanning by Mr. P.rceval that he showed any reaent. 
mont or nnpleaeant feeling on the enhject. It ..... from that he learned 
how early hie removal bed been conaentad to by hie Majeety and hie 
coUeagues. and it w .. in thet h. met with peaeagee which induced him 
to challenge Mr. Oanning. • • Lord Oeetlereagh, conceiving thet the 
whole wae an intrigue of Mr. Oanning'. to get him removed. from office in 
order to facilitate hie own edvancem.nt. and thet he himeelf bed been ill .. 
used by being allowed eo long. and at eo critical a jnn.tore. to retain the 
reeponeibility of office. when hie removal bed not been only reeolved on by 
the Oabinet. but enhmitlBd to hie Majeety and approved by him. eont Mr. 
Oanning a challenge. Th. pertine m.t on Putney Heath. September 2let. 
and exchanged ehoIB. Mr. Oanning'e fire did not take eff •• t; but thet 
of Lord Oeetlereagh inlIiel8d a .. v.n; flesh wooDd on the thigh of hie 
adve....,.. -

• Caatlereagh in the Ca.biaet.-Tbe letters giTen in the If Memoirs 
and Oorreepondence .. of OaetI .... gh. edited by hie brother. show the high 
.. timation in which hie peraonaI qnelitiea "ere h.ld by hie colleaguea. 
Lord Ripon relate. an aneedote of hie firmn.... OastIereegh was at the 
conncil when the queation ".. reieed respecting the reinforcement of 
Blucher'e .. ction of the Allied Army with two COrpl of B.rnedotte· .. 
without previous commnnieation with the latter. II The moment he 
nnderetood Dlat, militarily speaking. the propoeed pIan W&8 indiepeDOahie 
to -. he took hie line. H. at.tad thet, in thet _. the pIan ", .. d 
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be adopted, and the nec ... ..,. orden • .".."..diat6I!l given; thet England 
had a right to expect thet her alii .. would not be deterred from a decisive 
-course by auy such difliculti .... bed been urged; and he boldly took upon 
himself the respoDBihility of any consequence ... regarded tbe Crown 
Prince of Sweden. His advice prevailed i Bluchers army was reinforced 
in time; tbe bat!!e of.Laon ..... fought auceessfnlly, and no further elforte 
·of Buonaparte could oppose the mareh of the Allie. on Paris, and the 
-triumphant occupation of that city."-Bir Robert Peel said, .. I doubt 
whether any public man (with the exception of the Duk. of W.llington), 
within the Iaot belf c.ntury, poa .... ed the combination of qualiti .. , intel
lectc&l and moral, which would have enabled him to elfect, under the 
"ame ciroumatanc •• , what Lord Londond.rry did elf.ot in regard to the 
union with Ireland, and to the greet political tranaactiODS of 1818, 1814, 
and 1815. To do th •• e thinga required a rare union of high and generons 
"feelings}' 

Suggestea a. Prima lIiJ:iniste1'.-Mr. CharI •• Arbuthnot wrote 
.... pecting Caatlereagh to :Mr. Croker: .. Lord Liverpool, the Prime 
Minister, 10" Dot 0 favourite of Goorge IV. His Maj.ety alwaye 
preferred haviog confidential communications with Lord Caetlereagh, in 
which Lord Liverpool not only .. qui .... d. but was also glad thet hia 

• ""II08gn. should relie .. him from pereonal discuaaions with the eovereign. 
Upon one OCcaaiOD Lord Liverpool begged thet I would ... Lord 
Castlereagh, and let him know that, after the cl ... of the a.saion, he was 
..... lved to retire. and that, considering him .e the proper pereon in th.ir 
Cabinet to succeed hlm, he wished to ha.ve a communica.tion with him on 
the subject." Nothing. however, came of it . 

.6. :Love of I:rel ... a.-" It is said," remarke Earl R11888ll, .. thet 
when Gratton'. friends were sasembled round hia bed, the dying petriot 
oaid to th.m, • Don't be hard upon Ceatlereagh-h. loves our country.' 
It is added thet wh.n Lord Ceatlereagh heard of th ... 'wbrds of hia greet 
oppon.nt, he burst into tears. I cannot vouch for the truth of this anec
dote, but I think it probably authentio." 

J)aath of Castla1'8agh.-The following are the perticulara given 
by Sir A. Alieon :-On the 9th of Augnst, 1822, the Duk. of Wel
lington w .... much etruck with the manner of Lord Caetlereagh that. 
after walking with him to the Foreign Office, he .... nt to hia m.dical 
uttendant, Dr. Bankhead, and not findiug him .t home, wrote a letter 
expresaing hia apprehensione, and not obecurely hinting .t m.ntal 
deluaioDS. Dr. Bankhead no Booner received this alarming intelligence 
than he went out to O .. y Farm, Lord Ceatlereagh's seat in X.nt, and • 
... ing the Duk. of Wellington's feara too well founded, h. slept in the 
honse the next two nighle. and gave orde ... to hia valet to remo .. the 
razors from his lordship's dressing-case, and take other precautions 
against .elf·destruction. H. did so without being observed; but, nnfor
tunately, not recollecting that there wae '0 penknife belonging to the .... 
in one of the drawers of the waehing •• tand. he neglect~d to aecure it. 
The consequ.nc .. were fatal. During the lOth and 11th of Auguet 
~astlereagh remained in bAd, WAndAnng, but expressing no abmning 
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intentiODS. On the morning of tho 12th of August, Lady Londonderry, 
who was with hlm, reported that he had passed a ....tIe .. night, and that 
he wiehed to ... Dr. Bankhead, who was in an adjoining apartment. 
When Dr. Bankhead went into his d ..... ing-room, he fonnd hlm .tending 
opposite the window, looking out, with his hende above his head, his 
throat cut and bleeding profnaely. Conscionen ......... is cften tha .... , 
returned with the fto .. of blood. He threw his arms ronnd tha doctor's 
neck, and saying, in 8 feeble voice, Cf B9.n kbead,. let me fall on your arm i 
I ha ... cpenad my neck; it is all over I" sank on the gronnd IIld expired. 

HENRY GRATTAN. 
(1750-1820.) 

I'nparati01l f01' 1' ..... liame1lt...,- Life.-Gratten had t&ken .. 
residence near Windeor Forest, where he was preparing sedulously for his 
fntnre destination by adcbo";ng jrnng.in8tT a~. His Inndlady took 
such ma.nifestatioDB much to heart. "What 8 sad thing it was," she 
would "y, .. to see the poor yonng gentleman all day talking to somebody 
ha calJe Mr. Speaker, when there'. no spsaker in the honse except 
himself." 

Chatt&1l's JII[&1l1l81" in Spea.kiD.g.-The chief dillieulty (saye 
. Phillips) in this grest opoaker'. way was the first live minntes. Doring 

his exordium langhter was imminent. He bent his body almost to the 
ground j swung his arms over his head, np and dOWlr and around him; 
and addad to the groteequen... of his manner a hesitating tone and 
drawling emphasis. Truly, indeed, might it be aeid of hlm as he aeid of 
Chatham, U he was very great, and Vttry odd!' For a time the eye dis • 
..... ted from the verdict of the mind; but .. t last his genius carried all 
before it. and. 88 in the oracles of old, the contort,ions vanished as the 
inspirations became manifast. 

His Chant of .£SO,OOO.-In April, 1782, Grattan movad a resolu
non in the Irish Parliament, the main purport of which was the repeal of 
the statute of George L by which England c1aimed a right to legis1ato 
for Ireland. He was at the time (saye the Annu.l Begister) in a moot 
feehie state of health, his frame seemed bent down by debility, and every. 
one suppoesd he must have ennk nnder the exertion. But ae he proceeded 
he warmed with the subjetlt, appeared to· shake oft' not merely illness, but 
mortality. and, amid the tumultuous enthusiasm of the House, he carried 
his resolution, "That no power on earth could make laws to bind Ireland 
e:r.ce'f)t he!' own King, Lords, and Commons." The motion was after
warde proposed and carried in the Englillh Parliament. The delight and 
gratitude of the people were unbounded; addresses poured in on him. from 
every village in Ireland, end statnos were votad to his memory. The 
Parliament also voted hlm a grant of 50,0001., as some testimony of the 
oetimation in which he wae held. The grant of public money subsequently 
gave rise to .. bitter diepute betwoen Grattan and Flood in, the houso, 
which is commemorated in the following epigrammatic dialogue:-
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"Qu'BBTlOR.-Sa:y, what baa given to Flood .. mortal wound' 
AR8Wlm.-Grattan'S obtaining dfty thou8i&ud poand. 
Qn8'l'lOR.-Caa Flood forgive an injuq 10 BON P 
A.N8wBB.-Yes, if they give him 8fty thousand more,'" 

Kia Oratory leading to the E:q>1Il.sion of the Students.
The students of Trinity Oolleg •• Dublin ..... re all .... ed free acceee to the 
Irish House of Oommons to hear the debatoe. and. in 1792. bettsr accom· 
modetion was provided for them than for the pnbli. who obtained admis· 
sion by members' orders. II This proud distinction the gownsmen. how
ever, 800n forf.ited. Lord Fitzwilliam had heen sent over as .. popular 
viceroy, and, on his sudden recall ... strong f.eling of disappointed pre· 
~ed. On .. night when the onbject W88 bronght before the House. our 
gsllery was full. snd I rem.mbar .... n the irrepreseibl. excitom.nt tbat 
seemed to aotnete DB olI. At length it hrok. out. Grsttan rose to d.pre. 
este the measnre. as one ealculatod to esnse the greatost distnrbsnoe in 
Irelsnd. by wbat waa eonsid.red tba parfidr of tba Governm.nt. first 
exciting the high hopes of the peoplo by promieed meaanres of libersl 
poliey.8Ild thsn dashing them. br the sudden removal of tba mon who 
had been sent over expreaa\r to ac.omplish them. At tba conclnsion of 
Grattan's jDflammatory speech, the enthusiasm. in the gallery was no 
longer .. pahlo of restrsint. W. rose as one mon. shouting 8Ild cheering 
with the boisterons tumnlt of a popular meeting. Wh.n this subsided, 
Foator's (tba Speak.r'a) pecnlisr voice was heard throngh his n .... ord.ring 
the atndento' gsllery to be cleared. sud a eergeant.at-arma. with a po .... 
of measengera •• ntered among DB. We ... ere pnshed out in .. heap without 
the alightost •• remonr. and were never again .wr.red to entor as privileged 
peraons."-Ireland Sid!! Y""r. Ago (1847). 

l'a.rty .... a l'lace.-Attaoking the admiuiatration OIl one occasion 
in the Irish House of Oommons. Grattan made th~ following remarks, 
.. Sir. I will ten gentl.men wbat doseription of pert:r ill ben.ficial, party 
unitod on puhlic principl •• by the bond of certain tpecifi. publio meaauret. 
whiob meaanres cannot be carried b1 individuals, 8Ild can onlr onccoed br 
pert:r. • • I bave onbmitted a deacription of a pert1 whiob I conceiTe 
to be .. publio banefit; I will stote to you a d .. cription of a pert:r whiob I 
conoeive to be a public curac, if pert:r it can be call.d which is worse 
than a faction. and nothing more than an impudent pbelamt of political 
mereenariea. coming from their little respective offices to vote for their 
bribe and vapour for th.ir ohsract.r; who ban neither the principl .. of 
patriotism nor ambition, Dor party nor honour; who are governed Dot by 
deliberstion but discipliue. and liet the hande thst feed and worahip the 
putron who bribee them. Dugraded men, disgraceful tribe ! When th.y 
vote for measnl'88, they are veu.al; when such men talk against party, they 
are impudent." 

Infirmity Overcoll1e.-On the 15th·of January. 1800. tba perlia. 
mcntary esasion was oponed in Irelaud with ... pesch from tbe throne. 
Sir Laurence Parsona mo~-ed an amendment to the e1fect that it WIS their 
int .... ot and their duty to mainteiu the local Parliamen" A long d.bate 
ensued, whinh W88 urriP.t'l far int.n the ronming. wben a acene ocfturred 
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that seemed the climax of this ""citing contest. •• J ust wl\en Mr. Egan 
had risen to speak, the .doors of the House of Commons were thrown open, 
and Henry Gratt&n, who had been returned for WickIow tho night before, 
entered the house. His form was emsoiated by sickne .. , &Ild his face 
was worn with anxiety; his limbs tottered; he was obliged to lean upon 
his friends Arthur Moore and George Ponsonby; he advanced slowly to 
the table. Acting on the impulse of his really noble nature, Cast1ereagh 
rose at the head of the Treasury bench, and remained sianding and 
uncovered while the patriot took the oaths. Gratian then moved slowly 
to his seat, selecting. place beside Mr. Plunket, and having obtained per
mission to spea.k sitting, he addressed the House for nearly two honra in 
• speech of great power."-Life of Lord Plwnket. 

An U'nready Writer.--Gratian w .. utterly incapable (said Curran) 
of writing the Bimplsst thing with rapidity. Upon ons occasion he !oat 
an important motion in the Irish House of Commons by his defect in this 
respect. The House being with him, the Spea.ke. asked him to commit 
his motion to writing. Four lin .. would have embraced it, but Gratian 
wrote and tore, and wrote and tore, till, the House losing ita patience, a 
ministerial member proposed that instead of a forma! rasolution of the 
House, the minister would give a verbal pledge, to which Grattan .... nted, 
and thus the motion was loot. 

"Dra.g0l18' Teeth."-On the 24th of November, 1779, 'Mr. Gratian 
proposed the following short and decisive resolution in the Irish Parlia
ment: "That at this time it would be ines:pedient to grant new taxes." 
This was carried against the Government by a majority of 123. On the 
ell8Uing day it ..... movad that the appropriated duties should be granted 
for six montbs only. This also was carried agsiust the Government by a 
majority of 38. It..... in this debate that Mr. Burgh, then Prime 
Sarieant, made " brilliant speech, which produced electri. elfeeta in 
the house and galleries, but which in a letter from the Viceroy was 
termed U grea.t violence," They rose in a m8S8 and ehee,ed him re
peatedly as he concluded-" Talk not to me of peace; Ireland is not in a. . 
• tate of pea .. ; it is amothered war. England has sown her laws like 
dragou' teeth, and they have sprung up in armed men."-Grattan'. Life 
and 7'i ..... 

11 egative Defellce.-On one occasion, in the Irish Parliament, 
Mr. Fitzgibbon had attacked Mr. Gratian, ... h. ..... not at that time 
present. Mr. Yelverton lIefended his "b.ent friend, saying, .. The learned 
gentleman has stated what Mr. Gratian.is; I will state what he is not. 
Re is not styed in his prejudices; he does not trample on the resusci .. 
tatiOD. of his country, or live like a caterpillar 'on the decline of her pro. 
sperity; ha d ... not stickle for the letter of the constitution with the 
affectation of a prude, and abandon ita principle. with the eJfrontery of a 
prostitute." 

.6. Pitifal Pa.ilure.-When Dr. Lu.as, a very unpopular me';', 
ventured on a speech in the Iriah Parliament, and failed altogether, 
Henry Grattan said, U Be rose without a friend, and sat down without an 
enemy!' o 
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WaitiD!( fO!' the SigDaL-" I hve heard," Bay& Lord Byron, "tha, 
when Grattan made his liM speech in fue English OODUBOBO, it was for 
oome minuOOe doubtful whefue. to laugh at o. chee. him. The tUbu' 
of his predecessor, Flood, bad been & complete failure, under nearly 
simiJ.ato circumstances; but when the ministerial pari of our senators had 
watched PiU (fueir fuermometer) for fue cue, and saw him nod repeatedly 
his .tately nod of approhation, they took fue hint from fueir huntsman, 
and broke ont into fue moot rapturous chee... Grattan'. speech, indeed, 
deserved them i it was a che/-d'fBV/fWe." When he rose (says Phillips) 
e.,.ry voice in that crowded houoo was huohed-fue great rivals, Pitt and 
Fox, riveted fueir eyoll on him. He otrcde forfu and gestieulated-the 
hush became ominous-not a cheer was heard-men looked in 0Il8 
another's :faces and then at the phenomenon before them, 88 it: doubting 
his identity; at Iaot, and on a sudden, tha indication of fue master spirit 
came. PiU woo the liM generously to recognise it; he emote his thigh 
h&otily wifu his hand-it .... an impulae when he woo pleased-his 
followe .. saw it and knew it, and wifu a tmiversa1 buM fue.1 hailed fue 
edvent and fue triumph of fue stranger. 

HENRY FLOOD. 
(17811-1791.) 

A Wooden Oracle.-One of Flood'" methode of "disquieting" a 
ministe. (remarks Phillips) waa fue plying him with inconveuient 
questions. On one of these occasions, in the Irish Pe.rliament, the . 
Secretary :referred him to some subaltern who was absent. «Well, well," 
aaid he, "I must be content to wait. Formerly the oak of DodoDB uUered 
ito own oracl .. ; but fue wooden orocle of our Treasury is compelled to 
give his reaponeca by deputy." 

Whipping the "Whip."-Flood once &!frighted the "wbipper-in n 

of th& Iriah Honae, as he crcooed him during his speech, ·presumedly to 
,pursue his usual negotiations among the members. U What," he cried, 

.. is that I 80e P Shall the Temple of Freedom be still hunted by fue foul 
liend of bribery and corruption P I .. e peraonilied before me au incar
nation of that evil principle which Ii.,.. b7 fue destruction. of public 
virtue.1) 

BetaliatioD.-Lord Byron relate. fu.t Oourtena7 silenced Flood 
ill fue English House by a crushing reply to a hasty d.b"t of the rival of 
Grattan in Ireland. .. I aaked Oourteney (fo. I like to trace motives) if he 
had not some personal provocation; for the acrimony of hia answer seemed 
'to me, .. I road it, to involve it. Oourtenay aaid he had; that, wben in 
Ireland (being an Iriahman), at fue bar of tbe 1riab Hou .. of Oommons, 
Flood bad mede a peraonal and unfeir aUeck upon him .. lf, who, 1I0t being 
& member of that House, could Dot defend 1limself; and t·hat some years 
afterwards fue opportunity of retort olfering in fue English Parliament, 
he could not resist it. He cert&iul7 repaid Flood wifu interest, for Flood 
never mode anyl!gure, and ouly medc & speech or two afterwards, in th& 
Engliah Houee of Oommona. I must except, howe.,.., his apeech on 
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reform, in 1790, which Fox called the best speech he ever heard upon that 
subject." 
~laated Too r.ate.-Gratt&.n, in a review of lOme of hia 

lrieh contemporaries, thus wrote of Flood. aft.r the death of the latter: 
., Mr. Flood, my rival, .. he haa been called-and I should be unworthy 
the character of hia rival if in hia grave I did not do him justice-he had 
fault., but he had great powen, great publio e!fect. He !>"l'SUaded tho 
old, he inspired the young; the oast1e vanished before him. On a amall 
subject he was miserablo; put into his hand a distaff, and, like Hercules, 
he made &ad work of it; but give him the thunderbolt, and he had the 
arm of & Jupiter. He miajudged when he traneferred himself to the 
English Parliament; he forgot that he waa & tree of the forest, too old and 
too great to be traneplanted at fifty; and hia eeat in the British Parliament 
is a caution to the friends of union to stay at home, and make the country 
of their birth the aeat of their actio"." 

JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN. 
(l751f-1817.) 

bdep81ld81lce.-Lord Longueville returned Curran to the Irieh 
Parliament in 1783 for & pocket borongh, under an idea of hia own ( .. ya' 
Phillips) that & barriater with a growing family, and totally dependent on 
his profession for subsistence, would scarcely suffer his' principles to 
interfere with his interests. On the TOry first oecasion. however. he not 
only voted ag&inst his patron, but, by at least an energetic speech. proved 
the total fallaey of all hia anticipstiona. Lord Longuevillo of comeo 
warmly remonstrated; but what waa hi. aatonishment to find Curran not 
only persevering in his independent opinions, but even appropriating the 
only five hundred pounds he had in the world to the purehaae of a seat, 
which he insisted on transferring as an equivalent for that given to him 
by Lord Lougueville • 

.I. Parenthetical Speech.-Curran was onee asked. how a. member " 
of Parliament had spoken. The answer was. "His speech W8B 8 long 
parenthesis." He W88 asked to explain. "Why," said he, "don't you 
know that & parenthesis is & p&ragl'Bph which may he omitted from 
beginning to end, without any I ... of meaning P " 

The EztiDgaiaher.-Of & certain Serjeant Hewitt Curran once 
remarked. " His speech put me exactly ia mind of a familia.r ut-ensil called 
an erlingniaher: it began at 8 point, and on. it went widening and 
widening. until at last it fairly put out the subject altogether." 

Airing • Vcc&bula.r:y.-An able opeBker. but addicted to lofty 
language, had made & !peech in the House of Peers, at which Curran was 
present. He was asked whet ho thonght of the debate. .. I had," aaid 
he, "only the advantage of hearing Lord -- airing his vocabulary." .. 

The Ghost of • Kouae.-On the union of the Legisl&turee, the 
Irish Parliament House was turned into 8 bank, and various changes took 
place in the structure; among the rest, the interior was gutted, and the 
handsome dome takon down. Hearing of Cast\ereegh'. remark that tho 

02 
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house looked."like a traitor that had mulergono thasentonce of the 
law," Ourran, in allusion to that noble lord's activity in carrying the 
Union, said, "Ay, no man is likelier to make that l'emark ........ murderer is 
alwaY" afraid .f ghosta." 

Delibente Aim.-Duriug a debate in tha Irish Parliamsnt in 
1789, Curran replied, with severe _, to • speech of AtIomey
General Fitzgibbon, in which he had received a rather groee personal 
attack. The result of this reply 10M a hoetilo moseege from Fitzgibbon.. 
Mr. Ogle wae se.ond to the AtIomey·General. Tho partieo ..... to lire 
by signal; Fitzgibbon did not d. eo, bot, reoerving his lire, took deliberate 
aim at Cumm; and, heving missed him, walked .If tho ground. Curran 
"".laimed to him ... It wae not yon. fault, Mr. Attorney, if you Ini"""'" 
me. for you certainly were deliberate enough." 

LOBD PLUNKET. 
(17_1854.) 

Elfective Spealdng, a.ncl its lII:ethocl.-It waeeaid.f PIWll<.t by 
Sir Robert Peel. "He was. in my opinion, the most powerful and able 
advocate the Cath.lies .v.r had. I will eay that ho, m.", than any .th.r 
man, •• ntribnt<!d toth. su ..... of the Roman Catholic question." Plunket 
oam. (writes Mr. Hooy) in the intorral .f two great parliamentsry ~ 
whil. the •• ntemporari.s .f Pitt and F." we", gradnally retreating from 
publiolife. and bef.rePeel. Canning, or Broughamhad yet risen to t·he full . 
perfection of th.i. pow.... Ho spoke in a new and unexpected strain. 
It ..... more like the language of eome great n.bl •• f tha .. he, speaking 
with the sense that th. oetsles of the roalm really hung upen his .... rds. 
than th ••• mmon partisan declamati.n of the H.use of C.mmone, whi.h 
hae n. h.rieon but the .pposito ben.h .. and·tho reporters' gallory. The 
groatoot auth.riti .. in and .ut of the H.nes declared that he·-.hed tho 
very highest styl. of parliamentsry oratory. .. I wiah yon had hesrd 
him," wroto Lord Dudley.f his Petorloe speech in answer to Mackenzie 
(November, 1819). .. He .... i1ed the fabric of his advaresry. not by au 
irregular damaging lire that left parts of it elauding, but by • complete 
rapid p ...... of dem.liti.n that did n.t I.t one stone continue elauding 
upon an.ther." That singl. speech admilledly .. red the Cabinet. Most 
marve\lous tribute of all, hardly .redible of the H.nes of Common&-be is 
eaid. on several of the Oatholi. Clsims dehalee, to have .onverted vari.us 
voles to his side (so many as sis, it is alloged, on on ... casi.n) by very 
dint of · •• nsoi.nti.us •• nTi.ti.u. Of the method of his publio speaking 
ho told Sheil thot h. alwaY" earofnlly prepared to the very syUabie the 
beot passage., and the best .nly, of his great opeechae, and used these .s . 
& kind .f ?hetorioal .topping-stones, trnoting to his native lIuen.y and 
f .... for sustaining the style. Sheil eaid, whal. all who evar hesrd and aU 
who road Plunket will •• nfirm, that 80 consummate ..... tbe art with 
whi.h this ..... done, on. could nevsr discem "here the prepared ..... 
welded into the exteIDporane.1II. • 
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LoTd Lytton'. portrait gallery dfolds ns this picture of Plunket ,..... 
II Mark whmt he site, his calm brow downward bent, 

Listening, l8VolviDg. passive, yet intent. 
Revile his cause. his lips Touchaafe no sneer ; 
Defend it, Btill from him there com6l!ll no oheor
No Bign without of what he feels or thinks; 
Within, slow fires are hardening iron links. 
Now one glance Mund, now upward tnrna tho br.l\Y' ; 
Huah'd enry breath; he rises-mark him now I 
No gra,ee in feature, no colDJDaDd in height, 
Yet his whole presence tilla and .. wea the sight. 
Wherefore P you ask. I crm but guide your guess
Man has 110 majesty like ea.rnestneas. . . 
Tones slow, not loud, but deep-drawn from tho brell.8t, 
Action UDBtudied, a.nd at times snppreat ; 
But, 808 he near'd some reaaoniDg's massive close, 
Strain'a o'er his bending head his strong arms rose, 
A.nd sudden fell, as if from falsehood torn 
Some gN3 old keystone, and burl'd down with Bcorn." 

Attmctioa and Bepulsioa.-Bpeaking in the Irish Honse of 
Commons egeinst the Union, Plunket UBed the following illustration to 
refute an argnment of his opponents, .. The two Parliaments may .lash ! 
So in Great Britsin may King and Parliament; hot we .ee they never do 
so iDjurionsly. There .... principles of repulsion-yes; but there are 
principles of attraction, and from the.e the enlightened etsteoman extracts 
the principle by which the conotri .. are to be harmoniously governed . 
.As 800n would I listen to the sballow observe. of nsture who .hould say 
there is &. centrifugal force impre88ed on our globe, and therefore. lest we 
shonld bs hurried into the void of epace, we ought to rush into the centro 
to be consumed there. No; I say to this raeh arraigner of the dispensa
tions of the Almighty, there are impulses from wh .. e wholesome opposi
tion eternal wisdom has declared the law by which we revolve in our 
proper .phere, and at our proper dista.nce. So I say to the political 
visionsry, from the opposite forces which you object to, I see the whole
some law of imperial connection derived; I see the two countries preserv~ 
ing their due distance from .... h other, generating and imparting heat. 
and light, and life, and health, and vigour; and I will abide by the 
wisdom and experiun.e of the ages which are p ... od, in preference to tho 
speoulations of any modern philosopher. JJ 

Bomathiag to take ])own.-A, remarkable elfect (relate. Lord 
Brougham) is said to have bsen produced by Plunket in the Irish Honso 
of CommOll8, upon some oue calling out to take down his words. u Stop," 
said this consumma.te orator, U and you shall have something more to 
take down;" and then followed in a torrent the most vehement and 
indignsnt de.cription of the .... ngs which his eonotry had sustained, and 
had still to endure. 

The ])epa.rted Great. - Mr. Plunket made perhape his most 
brilliant speech on the motion for a committee ou the RODl&D Ca.tholic 
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cI&ims, introduced F.bl'll&ry 28th, 1821. In adducing _ •• of authority 
in support of his arguments, he said: ., Backed by the memories of the 
great lights and ornam.nts of the Iats reign_ Dunning, Pitt, Fox, 
Burk., Sh.ridan, and Windham-hacked, 188Y, by the name of .verx 
man who possessed buoyancy enough to :ftost down the strea.m of time
"I f •• 1 that 1 have mod. out, 1 had almost said that 1 had catabliBhed, tho 
poBition that 1 BOught, triumphantly. But wh.n 1 look around m., and 
l'efiect on those whom I miss, and who were present when I last had the 
honour of addressing the House on this question, I am checked. When 
1 rellect that BinC. that period w. have 10Bt Whitbread, the incOl'l'llptible 
sentinel of tha constitution-that we have loot the aid of t)Je mOre than 
dawning virtueB of Horner-that we had then Romilly, J whose mature 
excellencies shed a steady light on his profession, OD. his country, and his 
nature-that Elliott, the pure model of arlatocracy-that the illnotriOUB 
Ponsonby, the constitutional load.r of tha runko of Opposition in this 
honoe, revering alike the privilegca of the Orown and the rights of tho 
suhject-a.re DO more; but, above all, when I dwell on that last over· 
whelming loao, the 10 .. of that great man (Henry Grattan) in who .. 
place 1 thiB night unworthily Blaud, and with tho deacription of whoB. 
exalted merita 1 would not troot mrcalf-God know., I C&uDot feel any
thing like triumph. Walking hefore tha sacred imagea of these illno
trions dead, 88 in a public 8Ild solemn procession, shall we Dot dismiss all 
party feeling, all angry passions, and unworthy prejudices P I, 

The relon Tranefo ..... ed.-Lord Plunket thna explained why h. 
had hecome a Reformer, although he had before opposed tho agitation, 
U Circumstances," said he, .. 6l'8 wholly changed; formerly Reform came 
to our door like a. feloD-& robber to be resisted. He now approaches like 
.. creditor; you admit the jnati.e of his demand, and only dioputs the 
time lind instalments by whi.h h. shall he paid." 

Pmfeaaionr.l Aoumen.-Lord Brougham record .. the following
circumstance in the preface which he wrote for the "Lile of Lord 
Plunket ., :_U There W88 on one occasion a 'Very remarkable instance 
of his readine .. at taking up a Bubj .. t under 8lttraordinary diffioultiea, 
and of this my pereonal recollection is ... ry distinct, for I had in tho 
dehe~ exp.rienee of his power. On the case of Windham Quin, brought 
bofore the HouBe of Oommons by the friends of Ohiaf Baron O'Gredy, 
we eumined witne88es for above a week, and Sir Robert Peel sat by us 
supporting his friend Quin, heard all the evidence, and, indcad, took a 
pa.rt in the examination of the witnesses. The evidence was, of course, 
printed, and Plunket'. only knowledge of our proeeedinge "as from 
reading it on his journ.y to London. Poel made an e1aborata and abl. 
d.fenc. of his fliend, and Plunket took the same side; but theN was 
this remarkable dilferen.e hetween tho two speecheB' Peel, familiar,"";th 
the .... in all its parti.ulare, spoke in mitigetion of .anouro, admitting 
the .harge to have he.n proved. He had gone o ... r the ground without 
p.rc.iving that there weB enough to support a plea of not guilty. Plunket 
at onoe took that oonne; he had found the matsriala for it in tha printed 
evideno., though abocut during the whela proc .. dings; and, having had , 
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to answer his wond.rful speech. I can truly say that no one oould ha.., 
.uppoeed h. had not haeu prsasnt. This incid.nt was oftsn .. f .... d to 
as showing the difference between an ordinary person, however able, but 
unprofessional, and on. with the .xp.rience and habits of an advocate. 

- The admirable d.f.nce by Plnnk.t was jnstly ascribed to his professioD&! 
skill. and no one questioned tha ability of Peel or his heartin ... in sup. 
porting his fri.ad.'· 

LORD ERSKINE. 
(1750-1828.) 

Kia Maiden Speech 110114 P .... liam.entar,y l'ailure.-Erskine 
was returned to Parliament for Portsmouth, November 20th, 1783, and 
d.livered his maid.n spe.ch on Fox'. India Bill. Pitt sat. .vid.ntly 
intending to .. ply. with pen and paper in his hand. prepared to catch the 
arguments of this formidable adv.nary. R. wrote a word or two. 
Erskine proceeded; but with every additional sentence Pitt's attention 
to the paper relaxed. his look becam. mo", carel .... and h. obvionsly 
began to think th. orator Ie .. and 1 ... worthy of his attention. At l.ngth. 
when every eye in the house was fixed upon him, with a contemptuous 
.mile h. dash.d the p.n through the pap.r. and flung th.m on the floor. 
Erskine never recovered from this expression of disdain. His voice 
felt.red. h. struggled through the .. maind.r of his spe •• h. and sunk into 
his seat dispirited, and shorn of his fame.-Oroly'. "Life oj George IV." 
Sir N. Wraxall says of this speech: n Erskine's enemies pronounced the 
performance tame, and destitute of the animation which so powerfully 
characterised his sp •• ches in Westmineter RaIL Th.y maintained that. 
however resplendent he a.ppeared as an advocate while addressing a jury, 
he f.n to the lev.lof an ordinary man. if not below it. when .. ated on the 
ministeriaJ. bench, where another species of' oratory was demanded to 
impress conviction or to extort admiration. To ome, who, having never 
witnessed his jurisprudential talents, could not make any such comparison, 
h. appB&red to exhibit shining pow ... of declamation.'·-Lord Byron said 
of Ersk:i.ne's parliamentary oratory: "I don't know what Erskine may have 
been at the bar, but in the House I wish him at the bar once more."
Butler, in his n Reminiscences," relates that, Fox having made an able 
spe.ch, Mr. Erskin. follow.d him with one of the very sam. import. 
Pitt rooe to .... w.r th.m. He snnounced his intention to reply to both. 
"But," said he, "I shall make no mention of what was said by tho 
honourable gentleman who spoke last; h. did no more than regoiarly 
repeat what WBB esid by th. member who p .... ded him. and regularly 
weaken all he repeated." 

Defence of Liberty.-During the eesoion of 1795-96 Mr. Erskin. 
(says Roao .. ) distinguieh.d himself in Parliam.nt by his st .. nuous oppo. 
sition to two measures, which were, 88 he conceived, directed against the 
liberty of the subj.ct. Upon the first of thee& (th. Seditious M •• tinge 
Bill) h. spoke with an .n.rgy and boldne .. not often .xhibited within the 
walls of Parliament. n, If the King's ministers,' " said he, adopting the 
words of Lord Ohatham, U f will not admit a constitutioJl801 question to be 
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decided on aceording 10 the forms ... a on the principlee of the eonstitu
tion, it mllBt then be deoicled in some other ma.uner; and rather tha.u that 
it should be given up-rather tha.u the nation should tmrrender their 
birthright 10 a despoti. minieter-I hope, my lorde, old as I II1II, I 
sh&Il ... the qnestion bronght 10 iasue, and fairly triea between the 
people ... d the Government.' With the .... ction of the .. ntimente of 
the venerable and iUnetrione Earl of Chatham, I will maintain thet the 
psople of Euglend .hould aefend their rights, if neC8llll81'7. by the Jest 
extremity 10 which free men can resort. For my own pert; I .halI never 
c .... 10 struggle in sopport of liberty. In no sitnetion will 1 deeert 
the ca..... 1 was bem a free JIUID, and, by GocI, 1 will nov .. die & 

slave! " 
Whitebait ... d SeaL-Lord Campbell zelats. that when Erskine 

.... Oha.ucellor, being asked by the Secretary 10 the Treasury whether he 
would attend the ministeria1 fish dinner 10 be given at Greenwich at the 
end of the eeesion, he anewered, .. To be sore 1 will; what would your fish 
dinneT be without the Great SeaJP" 

sm WILLIAM GRANT. 
(1754-1838.) 

Hard to Answe ... -Lord Brougham c1asses Sir William Grant 
with speakere of the first order, ana saye his style"... peouliar; it .... 
thet of the clo ... t ana .. vereat re .. oning ever hoard in &Dy popnl&r 
aeaembly. The 1engneg. woe choice, perfectly clear, abnnclantly correct, 
quito concise, admirably suitocl 10 the matter which the worde clothed ... d 
conveyed. In .. far it was felicitous, 110 farther; nor dia it ever leave 
behind it any impreesion of the diction, but ouly of the thinge asid; the 
warde were forgotten, for they had never drown off the attention for a 
moment from the thinge; thoaa thinge were alone remembered •.. No speaker 
was more easily listened to; none eo difficnli 10 answer. On .. Mr. Fox, 
when h. .... hearing him with a new to making thet attempt, woe 
irritatocl in a way very DUwontocl to his ewee\ temper by the con ..... tion 
of soma near him, even to the show of soma C!'OS8II.e88, ADd (after an 
exclamation) sh&rply asid, .. Do you think it 10 very pleasant a thing to 
have to answer a speech like THAT P" 

.. The Wisdom of 01U.' Anoeeton."-The signal blunder (remarks 
Brougham) which Bacon long ago exposed, of eoofounding the youth with 
the age of the apeci .. , was never committoa by anyone more glaringly 
tha.u by this great reaaoner. He it .... who first employed the well
known phrase of .. the wisdom of our ancestors j ., and the menaced innova
tion, to stOp which he appliea it, wsa the propeeal of Sir Samuel Rominy 
to take the step of reform, almost imperceptibly email, of enbjeeting men', 
real property to the peyment of all thair debts. . ._ 

A Byllollietio Speeoh.-Francis Horner writs. (1803) : "I oontrived 
to get the aeoond clay of the debate on the Spa.uish pep.... Fox .... Tory 
a1ovenly, desnltory, and inoomplete. Pitt's reply wae very angry and 
loud, and fnll of Jlalpeble mierepreeentations. • , There was one extra-
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ordinmy O ... tiOD that night.-Sir William GrIIIlt'8--<!"i1e a IDAlllerpieoe of 
his peculiar and miraculous 1Il&IIller. Oonceive an hoUl' and a holf of 
syllogisms strong together m the oloeeet tieeue, eo artfuUy 01_, thot you 
think every successive inference unavoidable; 80 upid. that you have DO 

10isure to ..,lIeot "he .. you ha .... been brought from or to eoe whe.., you 
are to be earried; and 00 dry of ornament or illustration or refreshment, 
that the attention is stretehed-stretched-ncked. AU this is done 
without a aiBgle nole. And yot, while I acknowledge the great 'rigOUl' of 
nnderelendiBg ctisplayed in ouch performan .... I hove a heresy of my own 
about Grant's speaking: it docs not appear to me of & parHameniery 
cast, nor suited to the discn.esione of a political assembly •. ' .The elfeot he 
produces is IIoIJIUOment at his power, not the impreesion of his subjeot; 
DOW' this is a mortal symptom. Besides this, he: gives me 'a' suspicion of 
sophistry, which h&unts me through his whole deduction. Though I hove 
nothing immedistely to produce, I feel dissatislied, as if the.., were oome
thing that migbt be said. And efIer all, there are no trams of syUogism 
nor _ of mtri •• te distioctiOnB m subjeots that are properly 
political. The wiedom, as ... ell as tha common fec1ings thot belong to 
ouch subjeots, lie upon the II11Iface m a fe .. plain and brood lin... There 
is .. want of genius in being very ingenious about them." 

LORD ELDON. 
(1751-1888.) 

J[js l'i:rst ElectioD Speech.-Mr. S.ott (afterwards Lord Eldon) 
put up for Weobly m June, 1783, and being retUl'ned, took his ... t for 
the first time as ..,presentstive of that borough. He BBYO he delivered 
his spee.h to the orowd from tha top of a heap of &tone.. .. My audience 
1iked the speeoh, and I ended, as I had begun, by kissing tha prettiest 
girl in tha plao&-.... ry pleasant, indeed." 

Len.gthy 'l'en-ue of OfIice.-8cott was appointed Solioitor
General in 1783, and Attorney-General five years laler. He ..... mede 
Lord Ohisf Jnstice of tha Oommon Pleas, and raised to the poemge as 
Lord Eldon, m 1799. He received the grest seala for the first time in 
180L .. I do not know," he said," what mode Georgs m 00 fond of 
me, but he was fond of me. When I went to him for the seels, he had 
his coat buttoned at tha lower part, and putting his right hand within, he 
dre .. them out from the left side, esyiBg •• I giV& them to you from my 
heart,'" On the death of Pitt in 1806. Eldon resigned the Ohan.eUor
ship. but was .. inststed in 1807, on the dj"",i_1 of the Grenville 
ministry, and continued in the office until the breaking up of the 
Liverpool administrstion in 1826, hovmg held it for nearly twenty-five 
years, and for the longeat psriod during whi.h it had been held by any 
individuel since the Norman Oonquest. 

Conqllemg the Gollt.-Writing to a female friend (Mrs. Forsler) 
Lord Eldon said: .. I will leU you "hat once hopponed to me. I wee ill 
with the gout; it W88 in my feet, so I was carried into my carriage, and 
from it I wee earri&d into my court. There I remained aU the day, and 
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,Ieli,.ered an arduous judgment. In tlie eveniDg I wao carried otraight 
from my court to the House of Lorde; there I oat until two o'cIoclt in the 
m)rning. when 80me of the Iorde came and whispered to me thet I wae 
expeetcd to speak. I told them· I really could not. I W88 ill, and I eould 
not stand; hnt they otill urged. and at Iaet I hobbled. in 80me way or 
other. with their BBBiston ... to tho plaeo from whioh I usually addresood 
tllo House. It was an importlmt questiOD) the peace of Amiene-I 
forgot my gont. and spoko for two honro. Well, the House broke up. 
I wno carried homo. and at six in tlie morning I prepa",d to go to bod. 
My poor left leg had just got in. wheu I recollected I had important 
pllpers to look over, and that I had not had time to examine them j so I 
Inl10d my poor left leg out of bod. put on my clothee. and wont to 
my atudy. I did examine tho pape .. ; they roIeted to tho Recorder's 
roport. which had to ho heard that day; I was again carried into court. 
where I had to deliver anoth~r arduous judgment. again went to the 
House of Lords, and it was not till the middlo of the second uight thet I 
got into bed.u 

To.ilors and Turncoata.-Whi1e (says Campholl) the Catholic 
Relief Bill was making progress in the House of Commons, there were, 
from the eommeuoem.ent of the session, nightly skirmishes in the HOlIB8 
of Lorde on the presentation of petitions for and against the measure. 
The Chancellor (Lyndhurst. who had changed sid .. on the question) 
sometimes mixed in these, and received painful BCratches. Lord Eldon 
presenting an Anti·Catholic petition from the Company of Tailors at 
Glasgow. ~he Chan.ellor. still sitting on the wooIsaek. ssid in • otago . 
whisper. loud enough to ho heard in the geIleries. .. Whot! do tailors 
trouble themselves with such """""" .. '" Lord Eldon: .. My noble and 
learnsd friend might have been aware thet tailors cannot like _alB." 
(.6. loud laugh.) 

Olfered the Bains of GoverJUDODt.-Ma .. h S. 1829 (writes Mr. 
Grsvill.) ... tho Catholic question was in gNat jeopardy.'" Tho.Chancellor 
(Lyndhurst). the Duke. and Peel went to tall the King that unle .. he 
would give them hie real. effi.ient support. and not throw hie indire.t 
inlluen.o into the opposita scale. they would resign. H. refused to give 
thom that support; th.y pleoed their rssiguatione in hie hands and came 
awa1. The King th.n sent to Eldon. and asked him if h. would nude .. 
take to form a Gov.rnm.nt. Ho d.lihorated. but eveutua1ly said he 
could not undertake it. On hie refusal the King yielded. and tho bill 
wont on; but if Eldon hed ..... pted. the Duke and hie colleagues would 
have ho.n out. and God knows what would heve happened." 

ConaiateDo;y.-When Lord En.omho. Lord ·Eldon·. grsndaon. reo 
c.ived hi. doctor's degree at the hands of the Duke of Wellington-then 
Chan •• IlOl' of the University of Oxford-Lord Eldon was pressnt as 
High Staward. and was treatad with groat rospeot and attention. He 
him .. lf related tho following an •• dota: .. Whet . charmed me Tory much 
wh.n I left the theatre. and was trying to get to my carriage. was: one 
mo.n in the crowd shonted out, I Here's old Eldon 1 Oheer him, for he 
never ratted I' I was v.ry mach delighted. for I never did rat. I will 
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not say I he .... been right through life; I may he .... been wrong;. hot I 
will ... y that I he"" been COD8istent." 

SPENCER PERCEVAL. 
(17_1819.) 

His Parliamentary Ca.reer.-Mr. Spencer Perceval, who was 
eecond eon of the Earl nf Egmont, was retamed to Parliament for N o.th
ampton in 1796, being at the time leader of the Oxford Circuit. Ho 
supported Pitt warmly, &Ild the miuieler, on the oceasion of his duel with 
Tierney J named Perceval 88 competent to eucceed him in the govemment. 
should h. fall. He took olIice as Attorney-General under Addington, and 
in the Duke of Portland's miuistr:Y W88 made ChenceUor nf the Exchequer. 
He beeame Premier on tha deeth nf the duke in 1807. 

A Chancellor's DilIicnl1;y.-The illness nf George ill. in 1811, 
which incapecitated him for affixing his sign-manna! to bills, gave riss to 
& singular discussion in the House of Commons. The matter is thus 
referred to in the Malmeebmy Correepandenee.-" Mr. Roes· to the 
Earl of Malmeebmy. Spring Gardena, Janna.,. 4th, 18H. The bnainess 
that is to come on in the House of Oommons to.night offel'S Done of the 
least curious circumstances of the present eventful times. That two 
deputy clerks, whose salaries are not more than 150l. per annum each. 
ehould heve had the power of stopping the issue of l,500,OOOL of the public 
money. seems erlraordinary, but 80 it is. Mr. PerceTal (Chancellor-of the 
Exchequer) used eve.,. m ..... to persuade them to put the pri"Y oeal to 
the warrant, and amongst other reasons endeavoured to prove to them 
that, as the King only signed but did not torile the bill (for eo I under
stand it is called), they might venture to do it without tha sign-manual 
Their oath is not to put the privy seal to any bill which has Dot the sign
manual." The sum in question was required. for the senice of the army 
and navy, and to meet the emergency the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
moved a. resolution which was a.greed to by the House, com.ma.nding the . . 
auditor and officers of the Exchequer to pny such sums as the exigency 
:t:Cquired, upon the warrants of any three or more of the Lords Com
missioners of the Treasury. This resolution of the Commons was also 
agreed to by the Houae of Lords. 

His Assaasina.tion.-On the 11th of May, 1812, Mr. Pe .. ernl was 
to give evidence before a committee of,. tho wbole house as to the eftect 
produced on the trade of the country by the Orders in Council, and, there 
being much excitement at the time. the lobby was full of members and 
visitors. As he entered it with his friend Mr. Stephen. a pistol shot ,vas 
heard, and the Premiar, staggeriog forward toward the door of the 
house, feU upon his face. The ball had .truck him near the heart, and 
in a few minutes he was dead. The man who fired the pistol was seized 
by two members .Ianding by-General Gascoyne and Mr. Jo.eph Hum. 
-<md tho former recognised him .. J oha Bellingham, who had been 8 

merchant in Liverpool. and who had been vainly seeking redress for an 
unjust imprisonment which be had suffered in St. Petersburg. He com .. 
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plaiDed th.t his suit had been neglected by Lord GranVllIe. the English 
ambasesdor there. and said. he intended to shoot his lordship had not Mr. 
Pe"",val fallen in the ... y; hat he had no grievance against the Minister 
personally. He was tried. condemned, and executed within a week after 
fuiDg the ahot. An annuity of 20001 ..... voted to Mrs. Perceval. and • 
anm of 50.0001. to be vested in trnste .. for the benefit of bar ehildren. 
It was remembered as • remarkable circmnslance that Mr. Pe"",val had 
&aid in the Honss. in 1802. with referance to the tri&l of the Frenchman 
Peltier for a libel against Napoleon, U There U, something so base and 
diagraeafol-there is something so contrary to everything that belongs to 
the oharacter of an Englishman-there is .omething so immoral in the 
id .. of &SII8IIIIination. that tho exhortation to .asasoinote this or any other 
.hief magistrate .. onld be a crime against tho hononrable feelings of the 
Englisb law." 

ROBERT JENKINSON. EABL OF LIVERPOOL. 
, (1770-1828,) 

Superlative I'raiae.-In the eonrso of the year 1790. the aathority 
of Sir James Lowther over tho horough of Appleby-tho same .. hich had 
the honour of giving Pitt tho first opportnuity of displaying his pre· 
oocious genius to the Parliament of his COuntry-WB8 exerted to procure 
the election of Mr. Jenkinson (afterwards tho oocond Lord Livorpool). 
He did not rise in the honae till he. had been for ahove a year • momber 
of it; thongh it is no alight proof how great .... the expectation "hich 
was aIreacIy formed of him that. on tbo oeeasion of Mr. Whitbread 
moving a eeD8Ul'8 on the Government on the question knOWD. as the 
Rnssian Armamont. Pitt ael .. ted him to open the debate on his side. 
Our parliamentary anna\a have recorded no maiden speech .. hiob mado 
.0 ~t an impreasion. Pitt himaelf began his own harsngna by pro
nouncing it .. not only • more able first speech than had ever been heard 
from a yonng member. hat one ao fall of philosophy Imd •• ienc .. strong 
and perspicuous language. and sound and convincing arguments, thet it 
.. onld have done erecIit to the moat practised debater and moat expe. 
rienced statesman that ever uisted.'~Yonge·," Life oj Li11et1JOOl.u 

Bespectab1e JlEediocrity.-Lor<\ Livorpoo\ held ollico as Prime 
Minister for the fifteen years from 1812 to 1827-& term exceeded anI1 by 
Sir Robart Walpole and the younger Pitt. Lord Brougham BaYS of him. 
"No minister-nay. few men in any subordinate public siation-ever 
peaeed his timo with ao little ill·will cliractad towards himeelf. had so 
much forhaarsnea shown him upon all OCeasiODS. nay. fe", engagsd 
uniform11 ao large a share of persona! esteem. To what did he owe the 
rare felieity of his lot P This question may. perhapa. be answered by 
obeerviDg thet the ahilitie. of Lord Liverpool ware far more aolid than 
abiDing. and that men are apt to be jealous. perhape annona. eertainly 
distrnstfnl. of rraat and brilliant genius in atetoamen. Respectable 
meclioority donds nobody. • • No popn1ar outory ever asaailed Lord 
Liverpool. While othors ware the objeeta of alternate execration and 
•• orn. he was ganerall1 respeoted. The fate that WeI him .... that "hiob 
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might ha .. mortified othen, but wen suited his tastee-to he little thought 
of, less talked about." 

Kia Charactu as " Debater.-Ho WII8 """" known (write. 
Brougham) to utter. word at whieh anyone could take exception. H& 
was, hesidoe, the moot fair aod caodid of all dehaton. No adnontag& 
to he derived from a misrepresentatioo. or e ..... an omissioo. ..... tempted 
him to forego the houeet end the manly satisfactiOD of statiog the fact as 
it was. treating his adveroary as he doaerved, .... d at least rocitiog fairly 
what had been urged against him. if he could not aucceeafolly aoawer it. 

A P8C1Ilia.rity.-Lord Aberdeen mentioned to Bishop Wilberforce. 
in .... veraation: .. Lord Liverpool always wanted to get rid of any 
peraons who ...... e to him. One of his frionde onco .. id, • I wonder what 
Linrpool is doing now po • Tryiug,' anawor.a another, • to get rid of 
whoever is with him.' D 

. 
JOHN HORNE TOOKE. 

(1731>-1819.) 

Kia Betu:m "'" Old Sa.ram..-Prof .... r Pryme relate. that 
Lord Camelford onoe took • freak to croeo in a boat from Dover to Calaia, 
while we were at war with France. Tho police. hearing of his design. 
apprehended him. Mr. Pitt, who ..... his kim",,,,,,, instituted an inquiry, 
and in a few days ordered his ro1eaao. Lord Camelford was so angry at. 
his not giving, on hearing who it ..... that had heen arrested, an instant 
order for his diecharge, that he B8id to Horne Tooke, with whom he .... 
well acquainted, U How can I avenge myself P J, He answered that he. 
could do it very weU by putting his black servant, Mungo, into his borough 
of Old Sarom. Lord Camelford agreed, but tho next day thought hetter 
of it, end told Horne Tooke eo. .. WeU," said he. .. then the next hest 
thing you ean do is to put JIM ia" This was done, and Horne Too~, who 
had in aarly life token holy ordera, ast till the end of that Parliament. 
Addington, then Prime Ministor, timidly droadiug his eloquent attacks, 
to get rid of him had • 1riU brought in to prevent. clergymen heing 
.. torned .. reprooeutatiTOO. 

BzclusioD of Clerg:ymen.-Horne Tooke eatored tho Honse on the 
16th of February, 1801. He ..... introduced by Sir Francis Burdett and 
Mr. WUeon. This heing done, Earl Temple roee end said, .. he had 
oheerved a gentleman who had just retired from tho table of tor having 
taken the oaths, whom he conceived incapable of a seat in that House, in 
eonaequenee of his having taken prieat9s orders and been inducted into a. 
living. He ehould wait the allotted time of fourtoan daye, to ... ,.bether 
the ...... any petition prooent&d against this retom. If not, he should 
then move that the return for Old Sarum be taken into eonsideration." 
Three daye after, the clerical memher addraaaod the Houee on Mr. Stnrt's 
motion reepectiog the feUura of the expedition t" FerroL In supporting' 
the motion he said: "If the House refuse to go into a committee of 
inquiry, witb whet propriety can they entor into tho merito of the borough 
of Old Sarom end ito momher P How can tbey plunge themselves into 
inquiries and diseUSBions about what is or is not a priest. and whether a 
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thirty yean' CJ1I&rantine is not snlIicient to guard againet the infection of 
bis original character P Yet, in recommending thia line of conduct to the 
Honee, I sacrifice my inte ... t to my duty, .. "ell .. I oacrilice my wisbea 
1;0 truth, in defeuding the right honoureble Secretary of State-a 8Oni .. 
"Which he DeTer has done, and I daresay never will do, for me." On the 
10th of March, at the inatance of Earl Temple, a committee .... appointed 
to inquire into the eligibility of persona in holy orde .. to oit in the Houee. 
The result waa the peaaing of a bill (May 19th) to prevent it, and in con
sequence Home Tooke W88 unable to ofter himself for re·election, after 
the disaolution in the following year... Before the bill peeaad, howeve., 
Tooke propoaed an amendmeut, which waa negatived. In eupport of his 
amendment he entertained the Honee with an illnatrstive anecdote. "He 
had beard of eaauista splitting hairs, hut thia .... the lint instance he ever 
heard of a eaauist splitting aeerameuta; and he woe eure the learned 
gantleman (Sir W. Seott) must have horrowed the idee from a learned 
eaeuist in divinity, of whoae intenae ....... h and perspicacity he. would 
relate an an.edote. The divine elluded to wish.d. to inveetigate tho 
myetery related in the Scriptore, of the legion of d.vils entering into a 
herd of swine; and, in .rde. lint to .... rtain the number of devils eom
posing a legion, he applied to his glossary, and found thet a I.gion in the 
Roman &l'JDy meant a certaiD. number of' men, more or less in different 
reigne; hut he took eo his medium the number .. it stood in the reign of 
Tiberin& He next 80t ahout inquiring into the number that compoaed a 
herd of ewine, and for this purp .. e he directed his invostigatione into 
Syria and othe. countries; and having taken the ewineri .. of M880PO
tamia .. the moot probable standard, he divided the number of a herd 
there by the number he had before ascertained of a I.gion, and the 
quotient proved to him that sach hog waa possessed of .... tly a devil and 
a half, or BOm.what 1888 than a d.vil and three-qus:rters. Tb. nom. of the 
divine wae D •• Smallwe1l, o. Smallbridge, o. Sm&llbroek; but .... r after 
the learned eaeuist .... eaIled D •• Splitd.vil." 

Good Allthori1;y.-" So I understand, Mr. Tooke, yeu baT. &Il the 
blaekgnards in London with you," eaid O'Brien to him on the hustioga at 
Westminster. "I am happy to have it, sir, on such good authority."
B. Bog.r,·"" BecoUeotiolU'," 

LORD BYRON, 
(178&-18114.) 

By%o .... !'int Bpeeob.-H. mad. his lirat 8peIIQh in the Honee of 
LoMe in February, 1812, on the Nottingham Frame.breaking Bill. Ho 
was th.n: twenty.four years of age. In a letter addressed to a fri.nd BOOn 
afterwards h. write.: .. Lords Holland and Grenville, particularly the 
latte., paid m. som. high oompliments in the oourse of their speecbee, so 

• In 18'13, the BOD. H. Villitml Stuart. who had been in holy orders but had 
dil'eeted himself of them under the pl'OviaiOUB of • l'eC8llt Aot, wall returned to 
Parlia.meut foIo the oounty of Waterford, ad was the 4nt; a·clergyman .tter 
Home Tooke to entel' the Houae of Oommou. 
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you may ha... seen in the papers. and Lords Eldon and Barrowby 
answered me. I have had. many marvellous eulogies repeated to me 
since, in person and by proxy, from divers persODS ministerial-yea, 
ministA>ria\ ~ well .. oppositionists; of them 1 shall only mention Sir 
F. Burdett. He saye it is the beet speech by a lot-d ein.. the • Lord 
knows when,' probably from a fellow.feeling in the sentimente. Lord H. 
tells me 1 shall heat them all if 1 persevere; and Lord G. mmarknd that 
the construction of some of my periods are very like Burke's! ! And so 
much for vanity. 1 spoke very violent sentenc .. with a sort of modest 
impndence. abneed everything and evaryhody. and put the Lord Chancellor 
(Eldon) ""1 much out of humour; and. if 1 may believe wbat 1 hear. 
have not lost any character by the experiment. As to my delivery. lond 
and lIuent enough. perhaps .. little thc.trical. 1 eon1d not recognies 
myself or &11y one else in the newspapel'8." 

.I. Forgotten Grievance.-Byron·s second display. &aye Moore. 
was I ... promising than ·his first. .. Ria delivery was thought mouthing 
and theatrical. being infected. I take for granted (having never heurd 
rum speak in ParIis.ment). with the eame chanting tone that disfigured 
his .. citation of poetry." In the following year he made his third and 
last appearance as an orator in the Lords. II In his way home," writes 
Moore again ... he ea1led at my lodgings. He was. 1 recollsct. in a state 
of most humorous exaltation after his display. and spouted forth, in a sort 
of mock heroic voice, detaehed sentences of the speech he had just been 
delivering. '-I told them,' he said, ftha.t it was & most ftagrant viOlatiOD of 
the constitution-that, if such things were permitted, there was an end 
of Euglish frssdom.' • But what was this dreadful grievance P • 1 asked. 
interrnpting him in his eloquence. • The grievance P J he repeated, 
pausing. as if to consider. f Oh, that I forget.'" 

1'roae V .... U8 l"oet1-y.-Reviewing his own parIis.mcntary ap. 
pearan .... Byron thus wrote: .. Sheridan told me he was sure 1 shonld 
make an orator. if 1 would but take to speaking. and grow a ParIis.ment 
man. He never ceescd harping upon ilis to me to the last;· and 1 
remember my old tutor, Dr. Drury, had the same notion when I was • 
boy i but it neyer was my turn of inclination to try. I spoke once or 

. twice, as all young peers do, 88 8 kind of introduction into public life; but 
dissipation. shyn .... haughty and reserved opiniOIlB. together with the 
short time 1 lived in England altar my majority (ouly .bout live years in 
all). prevented me :from resuming the experiment. As far as it went, it 
was not discoursging. partiC"lliarly my lim speech (I spoke three or four 
time. in all); bnt just after it my poem of • Childe Harold' was published. 
and nobody ever thonght about my prOBe afterwards, nor indeed did I; it 
became to me a aecondary and neglected object. though 1 sometimes 
wonder to myself if I should have succeeded." 

Parliamentary Impresaions._uI never." said Byron, "hea.rcl 
the speech that was not too long for the auditors. and not very in) 
telligible. except he .. and the... The whole thing is • grand deception. 
and as tedious and tiresome 88 may be, to those who must be often 
present. • • The jmpressinn of PR,rliament upon me was that ita 
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members are Dot formidable 88 speakers; but V8Y1 much 80 as an audience ; 
beeause in BO numerous & body there may be little eloq1l8DC8 (after ..n. 
there were but two thorough oratora in all antiquity, and, I euspect, .till 
fewer in modem times), but there must be a leaven of thought and good 
senoe sufficient to make them Imo .. what is right, though they oan't 
express it nobly. Home Tooke' and Roecoe both are oaid to have 
declared thet they left Parliament with a higher opinion of its aggregats 
integrity and abiliti .. than that with which they entered it. Tha genom! 
amount of both in moot Parliaments is probably about the same, ae &lao 
the number of rpeakors and their talent. I except orator., of course, 
bacouse they are thinge of age.. and not of septennial or triennial 
reuniODB. Neither House eVer struck me with more awe or respect than 
the same number of Turks in a divan, or of Methodists in • barn, would 
have done." 

LORD BROUGHTON. 
(1786-1869.) 

Se .. t to Jrewgato.-Mr. John Cam Hobhouse (afterwarda Lord 
Broughton), the friend and fellow·traveller of Byron, inenrrad, in 
1819, the high diepleaonre of the House of Commons under the following 
.ircnmotonceo:-On De.ember the 10th, Mr. Courtenay rose to complain 
of & pamphlet which had been published, entitled ".Ii. Trilling Mistake in 
Thomas Lord Erskine'. recant Preface shortly noticad, and reepectfolly 
.orrected, in • Letter to hie Lordehip, by the auth .. of 'The Defence of 
the Paop1a.''' Tha following extract, &monget othe .. , W88 road from the . 
pamphlet: .. What prevents the people from walking down to the House 
and pn1ling out the memba.. by the ..... looking up their doors, and 
flinging the key into the Tham .. P" On a oubeeqnent doy, the publisher 
of the broe" ..... having been summoned to the bar, and the name of the 
writer divolged, it W88 moved and carried .. That John Cam Hobbouse, 
Esq., ba, for hie eaid offen.e, committed to hie Majesty's gaol of Ne .. gete." 
The offender remained in .onfinemen~ till the death of Geo.ga III., in the 
~ollowing January, oocoaioned a dieoolution of Parliam.nt.; Shortly after 
this, Mr. Hobhouse took hie ... t 88 one of the memba .. for Weetmineter. 
in the aaserobly he had denounced in ouch etrong language, and delivered 
hie maiden epeech May 9, 1820. The oecasion wea on Mr. Alderman 
Wood'. motion reepeoting the criminal oonduot and procaedinga of 
George Edwards, eaid to have been connected with the Cato Street 
Conspiracy. In the conroe of hie address he referred to hie own .... 
in these terms: .. Now let me reoall to the honourable member for 
Code Caatle the dreadfnl alarms, the prompt proeeedingB adopted against 
the author of a pamphlet in which it eoemed poaoible thet oome reeom· 
mendotions to a dieperoion of thie Honaa might be found. Here .... nc> 
plot, no grenades, no mischief either -dona ,~ meditated; hut though ibis 
Edwards i. to wo1k at large, the author of a aingle paaeage of disputsbla 
meaning ie to be sent to prison without trial and without citation/' 

Kia Majesty's Oppoaitio ... -It waa Mr. Hobhouse who lirat epoke 
of .. His Majeotta Opposition." Canning .... pted the appellation &8 



~ 

BIB nANOIS BDllDB2'2'. 209 
.appropriate. A cIietingoiahed member of the Opposition gaft it the 
stamp of hie appro..!. while adding a pithr e%position of its maaning. 
lriemer eaid ... No better phraee could be adopted; for we are certsinlr • 
branch of hie MajeettB GoTllmment. Although the gentlemen opposite 
8rI'e ~ office. we are in POwer'. The measures are oum. but all the emolu .. 
ments are theira." 

SIR FRANCIS BURDETT. 
(1770-1844.) 

.&. JWavou.:rite.-n Burdett:' said Byron, II is sweet and silvery 88 
Belial llimeelf. and, I think, the greatest favourite in Pandamonium; at 
1east, I a1-7& heerd the count.)" gentlemen and the miniBteriaI del'i1r7 
pra.iee hie BpOOcbee upstairs. and run down from BeIIam,... when he was 
upon hie Iega." Lord L)"tton also must be quoted as to Burdett aud hie 
powers:-

11'100 riah to bribe, and muoh too proud for power, 
And .. to feat'--6 100 for the Tower I . 
In :routh more popular than FOJ:; in age, 
When Burdett spoke, few aotora more the rap. 
NOlle gifted more to please the eye and ear, 
The form 10 comel7 and the yoioe 10 olear. 
Pitt'. sarl;r equireo ...,;p·d _ port, ..,d .... 
To hear tho -...... but la.rge-aorecl 1D8oD. • 

Ria &pooch ran GTer each JEo\iaa ohord, 
So vaguely pJ.eaomg that it never bored. 
Nor was it rude; whatever fear it woke 
In breute patrio:iaD, • patrician spoke; 
And if 110 !etter'd atorea it could disp1a7. 
Still .... lettera it 1IOIIId pause ""'" play, 
Burpriae an elegance, oemceive a trope, 
And pose logioiau with aline from. Pope!' 

Bardett'a Committal totha TOW81".-.J. Gale Jone •• the preaident 
of & debating club. publiehed eome resolutions of hie eooiet)" on a debate 
which arose in 1810 relative to the expedition to the Scheidt. For thie he 
was enmmoned to the bar of the House. and committed to Newgate. Sir 
Francie Burdett took np hie .. use. and denied the power of the OommoD& 
to cOlllllljt to prison anr but their own members. and repeated hie argu. 
ments in a letter publiehed in Cobbett·. W ukl!l Begiol.... Thie being 
brought before the House. he wee committed to the Tower. Oooke. in hie 
.. Ristor)" of Pert)"," thus desoribes the circumetano.. attending the 
execution of the Older :_fI CrowdB BurroUllded the hoUBe of Sir Francis, 
who affected to resist the werrant br fo .... and berrieaded hie doors. 
Twent,' pollee office .... eesistsd br detachments of .. valr)" &Ild infant.)". 
were Il8COOIIIU'1 to execute the warrant. Burdett sti\l reaisted; and. lest. 
the theetrieal diep\ar shon1d be incomplete. the constable •• when ther. 
broke into the honee. found him teaching hie infant eon to read and 
trane\ate Magna Charta. Aa he wee home along to the Tower, the crowds 
.... mbled attaeked the eoIdierr; pistol.shots were fired on each side, and 

p 
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the hoops did not ...tum from their ungmteful duty without a .... guinary 
eonlIict. in which several people .. e",.lain. A more uesIees or 1IllIleC8ll881"J' 
provocation of 6 seene of carnage doe. not occur in our hietol'1. Sir 
Francis brought an action against the Spealmr. and, being defeated, thus 
had tho m.rit of forma1ly ootsblishing the important principle of the 
Oonstitution .which h. had attacked." 

Hoisting (!ILDDjDg with hia OWDl'etard.-In one of tho debatea 
. of the pre.Reform poriod, Oanning. in the course of an .laborate defance 
of the borough orstem. nrgocl thet it formed an .... ntial e1amOllt of the 
British OOI18t.itution. sin .. it had 

.. , Grown with OlD' growth, and streDgtlumed with our atrearth'" 

Sir Francis Burd.tt took up tho quotetion in reply. and osid. ;. The right 
hononrabl. gentleman doubtIe88 rem.mbers the &rot line of the distich he 
h88 cited, and thet it is 

• The JODDR' disease, which must nbd118 at length, 
Grows with OlD' growth, mullheDgthe:u with our Rrength.' •• 

Oanning acknowladgocl thet the retort wao a happy and a jl18t one. 
AA Bztraorclinar,y Debate.-Bir T. F. Buxton. writing to hie 

broth .... in.law. Mr. Gmn.y. in November. 1819. thuo ref ... to a debate 
011 the Manch.ster Riots, and Bnrdett·. spooch in it, ,. W. have had a 
wond.rful d.hate l really it h88 rsi88d my idea of the capacity and 
ingenuity of the hnman mind. All the leedars spoke, and almoet all 
outdid th.msalvos. But Burd.tt steode &rot l hie spcoeh was absolut.ly 
tho finest, and tho clearest and tho fairest display of masterly nnder·· 
steoding. that ever I hoard l and. with shame I ought to eont ... it, h. did 
not utter a .. nten .. to which I couId not agree. Oanning wao "Condl if 
th.", be any di1ferenoo betw.OIl eloquence and aonso, this wao the dilference 
betwoan him and Burdett. He W88 e>:quisitaly e1.gant. and k.pt tho tid. 
of 1"8880D and argument, irony, joke, invective, and dec1ama.tion, :Howing 
for nearly thNo honrs. Pluuk.t was third l h. took hold of poor Mackin. 
tosh·. argDlIIOIlt, and griped it to death; ingenioU8;subtl., yet olear and 
bold. and putting with tho most IogioaI dist.inctnoas to the House tho 
errors of hie antagonist. Next came Brougham-<md "hat do you think 
of a d.hate in which the lonrth man could keep alive tho attention of the 
Bouoo from thNo to five in tho moruiug. oftor a tw.lve hours' d.bete P" 

lhardett a lEigh T01'Y,-Bir Francis Burdett. reverting to tho 
notion that the prerogeti ... of tho Orown in choosing ito senant. ought 
to be UIlf.ttored and nncontrolled, osid. in brioging forward a motion for 
:reform of Parliament, It If a eountry gentleman were to offer to • servant 
out of p1aco to make him hie butl.r. and the man were 10 &I18,..r •• I will 
not be your butlor nnle88 you will tak. Barrr for your .... hman. and 
Thomao for your groom, and Dick for your footman,' tho gontloman would 
be greatly aotouiohed." Thie remark (88YS Earl RU888ll) prov .. that Sir 
Franais Burd.tt .... , ao he .. m.tim .. avowed himoolf to be. a high pro. 
rogetive Torr of tho days of Queen Ann •• 

Kill Duel with Mr. l' .. ..u.-Th. following partiau1ars of tho duel 
whioh took p1aco betwoan Sir Fran.is Burd.~ and Mr. Paull are takan 
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from the ..t .... ual Regisl.... .. Mr. Paull, who.... " .lIIUliclate for the 
""Presentation of WootmiDster in 1867, had advertised " meeting of his 
friends to dine at the Crown a.ud Anchor in the Strand, the chair to he 
oeeupied- bT Sir Francis Bmdett. A corresponden.. ensued upon this 
aDJlOUD.cement, opeDiDg with & communication from Sir Francis, in which 
he disavowed &I1y knowledge of the proposed gathering, &I1d .... rted that 
he had n" O&Ilctioned the uae of hiS name in oonneetion with it. The 
diapote hetween the two gentlemen, increasing in acrimony, liDalIy culmi. 
nated in " cha.llenge being forwarded by Mr. Paoli to Sir Francis Bmdett. 
The partiea met, attended by their eeeonae, at Oomhe Wood, near 
W"unbledon Common, on the 5th of MaT. TheT disebarged two pistols 
_h; the .... nd ~ fiJed by Mr. Paoli wounded Sir Franeis in the 
thigh; the .. cond pistol fiJed by Sir Francis wounded Mr. Paoli in the 
leg. This tenn;nating the buain...., they both retoxued from Wimbledon 
in lIr. Paull's carriage.» 

WIT,THY COBBETl'. 
(17611-1885.) 

His l'izsI; Appearance.-At the first general election after the 
passing of the Reform Bill of 1832, Oobhett ..... retnroed for Old.bam, 
and delivered his maidon apeeeh Jan1l&lY 29th, 1833, on the choice of a 
Speaker. The opening eentenee with which he addreaeed the Rouse .... 
Bot of a very complimentary character: "It appears to me that since I 
have heen sitting hore, I have heard a great deal of vein and unprofitable 
conversation." On the lith of February he rose to move an amendment 
to the report of the Addeeaa in _er to the King's speech. .. Other 
hononrable members," he said, U may intercept the reading of the report 
.... here theT ploaee. a.ud move that sueh or such part. he omitted; 
for my own part, I objact to every tittle of tha repori after the worde 
• Most Gracious Majesty.' .. Meeting with eeveraJ interroptiOIl8 bT ealls 
of "Question" and U Order," he said," I have a very sacred duty to 
perfonn, and if the Rouae he determined not to hear me to.night, I will 
certain1y bring it forward to.morrow, and if the Rouae will not hear me 
to·morrow, I will then briftg it forward the dar after. The statement 1 
have to m&b 1 am determined to m&b, and that without any considerahle 
interruption." 

His DemeaJlO1l1' in the .01188.-1 know no other instance (writes 
LoM DaIling) of " man entering the Ronee of Oommono at Oobhett's age 
(between am,- and seventy) and hecoming at once an effective debater in 
it. Looking earslOl!Ol1 round the aseembly 80 now to him, with his 1181181 
solf-oonlidonce he spoke on the first oeeasion that presented iteslf, pro
posing an amendment to tho AcLhees; but this was not his happiest 
effort, and ecmsequent1y created disa.pPointment.. He Boon, however, 
obliterated the failure. and heeamo rather a favonrite with an lIIUlionee 
... hich is only uoforgiviug ... bon bored. It was still seen, moreover, that 
nothiDg daunted him; the murmUl"8, the ItOh!" or more serious repre .. 
hension and C8Il8DrB, found him shaking his head with hia bonde in his 
poeketB, .. 0001 and defiant as "hon ha first stuck up tho pietore of King 

pI! 
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George in h .. lOhop windo" at Philadelphia. . He eldllbited in Parliament, 
too, the same want of' tact, prudence, and truth; the same egotism, the . 
eame eomhRtivenesa, and the same reckleee desire to struggle with received 
. opinions, that had marked him pl"O"l'iously through life, aud .hattered his 
·career into glittering fragments. from which the world eould never collect 

.. the image nor the p .... tical utility of • "hole. -
. :I", the Minister's Seat.-Lord Ronald Go .. er mentions a visit 

,to Mr. Disraeli at Hughenden:, when his hoat's recollections of Cobbett 
formed part of the conversation. . If On One oceaeion, he told us, Cobbett 
insisted upon taking Sir Robert Peel'. seat on the TI'0881ll')' bench. Sir 
Robert did all he could to sho .. the intrnder that he objected to this pro. 
eeeding; but all .... in vain. At last Sir Robert requested Oobbett to move, 
politely but firmly. 'I'll be d-d if I do ! ' .... all the ODSwer that he got; 
and Peel (continued Diaraeli) had perforce to take a lower seat elsewhere." 

The Black Eole of St. St&phe",'s.-Oomplaining of the deficient 
accommodation for members in the House, Cobbett thus ga.ve uttel'&D.C8 
to his discontent in thO columna of the Week!!I BegiolBr: .. Why are "e 
aqueezed into· eo email asp ... th.t it is abeolutely impossible that there 
ehould be crum and regular diecuseion, even from that circllDlStanoo nIone P 
Why do we live in thie hubbub P . Why are .. e e"POsed to all tbe .. incon· 

. vonienc .. P Why are 6S8 of UI crammed into a spoce th.t allows to each 
of us no more than a foot and a hnlf square, .. hila, at the aame time, 
each of the servanta of the King, whom we pay, has a palace to live in, 
and more unoccupied spoce in thet palace than the little hole into whieh 
.. e are all crammed to make the laws hy whioh this gre.t kingdom is 
gol"orned." The' fire of 18M, however, bumed down the II little hole D 

80 oontempinonaly spoken of by the member for Oldham, and thns made 
way for a more oommodioua although atill inadequate strnctnre. 

~akiD.g out the Stmg.-Oohbett looked (remarlta Profeeaor Pryme) 
like 8 botter sort; of farmer. He waa a very able man, but his career in 
tbe House was a complete faiJnre. Though hold in public .... mbli .... he 
'Wu timid and overawed in Parliament, and was nO'Yer .able tp .1 more 
than • fe" .. nten.... • • Oohbett wae eaid to have .. a good faca 
tor & griomes." I remember one trait which shows it. He mOTed to 
bring in a bill to modify tbe Stamp Act, mo", sapeeialJy thet part of i~ 
which obliged every one to give. twopanny Btamp on payment of oay 
Bum hetwean 2L and SL Lord Althorp eaid th.t it would require great 
time for modification, and that it should be taken into eomrlderatiou, but 
thet meantime the member for Oldham might, if ha liked, have th.t par
tioular griovanC& of tho twopenny stamp redreazed.t once. We all who 
were oppOsite to him were amusod to observo that Oohbett looked quite 
diaappointed, aa if feeling that the. sting .~ .. tak",,: ou~ of his 
. oomplainta. ~ .. . 

. Politioal lII"iokn&me8.-Oobhett's talent (ao,. Lord Dnlling) for 
faatening hia claws into anything or anyone by & word or AD. expression, and 
holding them down for .. om or up to horror, .... 1I1IrivaJIed. .. Prosperity 
Robinson:' U Eolus CanniDg." the U bloody fimH.u the "pillk-noecd. 
LiverpooJ." the .. nnhaptiaed, buttonloaa Wackgaarda" (in which way ho 
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~ the disoiplea of Pellll). were expresaiODB with "hioh ·!i.e 
attached ridicule whore ho could not fix reproach; and it is ae.id thot' 
nothing """ more teasing to Lord El8kine than being constantly ad· 
dreosed hy his se.""d title of Baron ())aclnnNm"D 

JOSEPH HUME. 
(1777-1855.) 

Smal1 !lconomies.-Hume had boon a surgeon in India, and had 
made a fortune. He had an olIice and kept a clerk at his own coot. in' 
~ to examine the eetimatee and account.. of public moue,... and to pre· 
pare his statement.. and fact..; and by his att<llltion to economy eJrect..d .. 
considerable reduction in the national axpenditnre. He had his fault.. 
(writee Prof .... r Pryme). which produead politieaJ. errore •. for he lookad 
rather to whot in his mind ..... desirable than to whet wae praeticeble.. 
That kind of feeling predominafBd thronghout. . He eoggeeted even the' 
.....u..t economies. Gilt-edged papar ..... I fBke it. given lip in conse·· 
quenee of his observation on the extravagance of using it for parliamentary 
notices. Parker. secretary to the Treaeury. bronght up eome reporte.· 
Hume remarkad. .. I think thet eplendid gilt paper is' UIIIlO ..... ry ... 
Parker, nettled at this, replied, fC Perhaps the honourable member may 
think the margine are teo wide; .. but it had it.. effect, and in a &hori time 
the paper in the library and writing-roome, as wen as all the fnture 
.. porte, had no gilt edgee. Socn after it went out of faehion a.Itogether • 
... The Duties of ... Archdeacon.-Lord Althorp, when Ohancellor 
of the Exchequer, heving to propose to tho House of Oommoue a vote of: 
.fOOL .. year for the ea.Iary of the Archdeacon of BengaJ, was puzzled by a 
question from Mr. Hume, If What are the duties of an archdeacon P JJ So 
he sent one of the subordinate occnpant.. of the Treaeury honch to the 
other House to obfBin an answer to the question from one of the hiehope. 
The m .... nger &rat met with Archbishop Vernon Harcourt, who deecribad 
an archdeacon as II tlide~de-cat1If' to the bishop; JJ and then with Bishop 
Oop1eeton, of LIandaIf, who eeid, .. The archdeacon is ocuZ... episC6pi." 
Lord Althorp, however, declared that neither of these explanations would 
8lltisfy tho House. .. Go, n eaid he, .. and eek the Bishop of London 
(Blomfield); ho is .. straightforward man, and will give you a plain 
_." To the Bishop of Londou accordingly the meesenger went, and 
repeated the question ... What is an archdeacon P IJ I' An archdeacon P" 
replied the bishop in his quiet way_CO an a.rchdeaeon is an eeelesiastieal . 
olIieer who performs archidiacona.! fnnetioue ;" and with this reply (88yO . 
the hiehop'. biographer) Lord Althorp and the House we", perfectly 
miolied. . 

lifo Orator.-At .. banquet to Lord Spen .. r in July, 1885, Mr. 
Bright proposed the hea.lth of the chairman, Lord Hartington, and in 
doing eo related the following: .. Lord Hartington referred to an occwon . 
when he and I inet, at 1east twenty yeare ago. I suppose it mnet have " 
been a ehori time after he come into Parliament. He was not very fond ' 
of polities, and did not care much about Parliament. and in conversation: - - .' 
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with me he expreosed tho opiniOll thot it w .. not TOrT Iilcol,. h .... ould 
oontinue in Parliament. He gave 88 ODe reason that he had no practice 
in pubIio speaking, ed th.t it ... as desirablo thot members of Parliament 
.hould be ablo on GO.asion to.'P'''' themselv .. intalligibl,. ed forcibly. 
Well, with regard to the pow.r of .peaking in Parliament, I told him thot 
it was very much a matter of practice; that Mr. Hume, it is said. when 
h. cam. into Parliam.nt, could .carcel,. put two •• nton ... tog.ther; hut 
we bow he b6C8me a very frequent and a very fluent speaker, and in hill 
cia,. no man probabl,. was of greater service in tho Honao of Oommona 
than he was." 

"Humbug."-:M:r. J. Grant, in his If Random Recollections," de-
.. riboa a aoono which took place in the House of Oommons in 1836. The 
Hous ...... in committe. of suppl,., and Mr. Joseph Hum. (th.n member 
for Middlesa) was, as usual. on such occasions, moking • field cia,. of it. 
H. oppoaod almoot .... .,. grant of mon.,. thot ..... proposed for the public 
.ervice, and ... hile he ..... objacting to one vote, • Mr. KosrsI.,. thua 
addresaod the Oha.irmau of Oommitt&ce: .. Mr. BemsJ, it has often bean 
asid in this honae and ol&cwhere thotth. honourabl. memberfodfiddlesa 
has been ... .,. uaoful t<l the country, b,. chacking tho .xtravegant O>pendi. 
tare of Mini.tora. But, after wbat I bave just S&cn with m,. own .,. ... I 

. put down his conduct as perfect humbug. (lnterroption..) Yos, and 
I must pronounce tho honourabl. member him.elf to be • complete hum· 
hug. (Order, order!) I do not mean an,. personal unkindo088, but when 
• Tote was put to the House for granting aome seeret oeni .. mollOJ'"'" 
3O,OOOt odd, I believe-I ..... an honourable gentl.man, connected with 
the noblo lord (John RusoeII) opposite, go up to him and giv. him. cback 
for coming forward."-Mr. Hum. replied to this attack, .. I am afraid 
that tho honourabl. member'. opti .. are not in the boat poseible otote 
to.night. I think tho honourable member .... doubl.. I certainl,. did 
protest again.t voting 3O,OOOt ooerot .ervice mon.,.; but I am glad ..... 
buve reduced the grant eo low, for w. form.rl,. voted 6O,OOOL and upwards 
for the oeme purpeoe. As to the honourable gentl.me'. _barge against 
m., I toll him thot no porsOll whatever spoke to ms on the subject. No. 
man has ever attempted to control or check me in my public conduot."
Mr. K.arsle,. jumped up with the rejoinder, .. I toll tho honourable 
gentlema .. that if m,. sight is not so good as it ought to be, nsitb.r is his. 
hsad eo good as it ought to be. I tell him that I ean see to oount up tha 
• tottal of the whol.' l a commOll e"prosaiOll with Hume] .. "ell as he. 
ean.» (Loud laught.r.)-Mr. Hume, whom it was imposeibl. to put out 
of temper, replied, .. I beg the honoursble m.mber not to mistske me. I 
did not 8&,. anything about the infirmit,. of his .,. .. ; I did not ....... 
him of A.'oosing; I oDI,.aceusod him of II80ing too muoh.» The msttor 
th.n dropped, after baving .aused much amnoomont to- both sid .. of th .. 
Honao. ' 

Support of the Speaker'. Wunnt.-In 184.5 a diseusai ... 
oceurrod in the House of OommOI1O on a question of privilege. The 
Berjaant ... t.Arma, Sir William Goss.tt, bad Oltoeuted a Speaker'. "arran'
against on. Thomus Howard, but an action ..... brought in the Quson'a 
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Bench by the latter against the serjeant for ex .... of authority in staying 
an 1UIl988OlI&ble time in his h01l88. and £200 damages were awarded to 
him. Execution was to be levied in a day or two. wh.n Mr. Huma 
remarked: .. I hope the Houee will order any attempt thet may be made 
to seize upon the property of the Serjeant to be most severely pllllished 
forthwith. H any one will draw up a reoolution to that elfeot. I will move 
it, and. if n........,.. I will assist in executing :rour w .......... t. It will not 
be the first time. sir. that I have personally assisted in promoting tha euda 
of justice. I W88 the first to seize upon the person who committed an act 
of murder within the precincls of this place-I aIlud. to tha person who 
ohot the late Mr. P.rceval..-nd I kept him fast until a magistrate was 
found to whoee custody h. was delivered. I conc.ive, Sir. thet .very 
m.mber of this Houaa is bound to act in the __ mann.r; and, as you 
are authorised to call upon all magistratea and persons in authority to 
aaaist in earrying your warrant into .Ifect. 00 I think :rou have a prior 
claim upon the assistenc. of the members of this H01l88 in enforcing and 
upholding your authority." The Houaa adjourned the dehate. and 81dl'ered 
the execution to be leviecl. 

Pighting aga.inat; ]ll[a,jorities.-In a epeech at Birmingham in 
1849. Mr. Cobden thua alluded to Hnm.·s parliam.ntaly ...... : .. I wish 
our friend Mr. Hnm. was here to.night. You do woll to .... iv. his name 
with those plaudits. A more indalatigable. a more d.voted, a more dis
interested patriot n.ver lived in this or in any oth.r country. H. has for 
uearly forty years fought against majoritisa in the Houee of Commons. 
But it is giv.n to f.w men to possess his ph:rsical strength. his massive 
endurance. his powerful energies, his impassive temperament. But few 
men have the power to do that whi.h h. has accomplished. I cool ... 
that I have not physically the power of going through one·half of his 
work." 

'.1'raclr:i.ng the 1IIinisteJ,.-In a disc1lll8iou in the H.ue •• f C.m. 
mons on the public .xpeuditure. in F.bruary. 1873. Mr. Gladaton •• then 
Prime Minister. referrsd sa foll.ws to the 80m ... Mr. Hnm. had rend.red 
the •• untry: .. I believe thet Mr. Hnm. has ...... ed for himeelf an . 
honourable and a prominent place in the history of this country. not by 
ondeavouring to pledg. Parliam.nt to ahstreet res.lutions or gen.ral 
declaratioll8 on the subject of .conomy. but by an indalatigable and 
unwearied d.voti .... by the Iab.ur .f a life. to obtain a c.mpl.te mastery 
of all the detaile of public .xpeoditure. and by tr&ckiog. and I would 
almost say hunting. the Minister in .very d.partment through all the •• 
d.toilo with a knowledge equal or superior to his OW1l. In this mauner I 
d. not semple to eo., Mr. Huma did m.re. not merely to reduce tho 
public upeuditure as a matter .f figure •• but to introduce prlnciplea of 
economy into the III.aIl&gement of the administrati.n .f public monoy. than 
all the men who have lived in our time put tog.ther. This is the kiod .f 
labour which we want above all things." 

A Sin. q ..... 011.-1 recollect (says L.rd Broughton) a aoying of 
Sir Robert Peel, thet he could n.t conceive a H.uee of C.mmons without 
aJ ... phHnm .. 
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A Warlike Brrana.-Hume'. onrgicallm .... Iedge .... once callecl 
mto requisition under verr remarkable eireumeianeee. Mr. G1'9vi11e writes 
respecting the dnal betw .. n tbe Duke of Wellington and Lord Winehilse&, 
"Hume was there, without Imowingon wh ... behalf till he got to the gromuI. 
Hardinge (Sir Hen-q Hardinge, the duke'. eeoond) asked him to attend, 
and told him whe ... he would find a chai .. , into which he got. He fonnd 
the .. pistols, which told him the erra.nd he was on, but he hed still DO 

notion the duke was concerned; when he asw him he was reedy to drop. 
Hume gave the two lorde a I .. ture on the ground after the duel, nnd said 
he did not think the .. w .. a man in England would have lifted his bend 
ag&iuet the duke. Verr unealled for," eontinuee Greville, "as Lord Win. 
ohiIa .. did not lire." 

.. BadicaL "-This phraao, as dsaigoating a member of the Radical 
Reform. 'Section of politicians. was "firBt used by myself," .ys Hume, 
writing to Sir J .. h .. Walmsle,.. Maeeu1e,. compama to the Radieala of 
!'SCent times the II Root-and.Braneh U men of two centuries previously. 

Umoequited Serrice.-Hume'. sturdyeheracter, and his work for 
the nation, aroused Lord Lytian'. enth1lBie.m =-

" To me there's 1000ething bordering on the great 
In iwn who Iabo1ll'lt-Dot lor self. The S-. 
In its caprice, may give him DO reward; 
Perhaps he bores, and ill Dot born • lord. 
The HOlI88 may oough-hiB voice no coughs O&D drown I 
Beporto cot _ PreIs ....... t him dowu. 
Still he toib on-fOl' what, To be of use, 
To prane • tu:, or weeclup an abul!8. 
Each hour lor net, lor home, lor health to .... d&o. 
'Unpaid .. IBn1mt, and untha.nk'd • drudge; 
And, 'hie work done, BiDk fameJ.eu iD the tomb: 
81lGh men have worth-nine auah might mab .. Hume." 

THOMAS SLINGSBY DUNCOMBE. 
(1797-1861.) 

l'enevering Bribery.-Mr. DDIlcombe-a man of fashiGll as we1l 
as a leading Radical-first .tood a contoat for Pontebact in 1821; he 
took an enormoo& deal of trouble in can""';"g, and spent much money 
In briberr, but was DIlII11 .. eeefal. In 1823 he was agein in the field, 
and ventured to contest a femily borough (Hertford) with ita proprietor. 
H. agein failed, after spending much mone,.. In the general e1eetion 
of 1826, Hertford was agein canVlBSSd by him in opposition to Mr. 
Henrr 'Sal .... (afterwarde Lord Dalling), who was then commsneing 
his political cere... Th ... were three e1aimanto for the su1!ragee of the 
.Iooto .. ; the borough returned two, and tho fight was for the _d 
plao.. Mr. Duncombe having bribed handsomely (writes his &OIl) ... ured 
a majority . .After the passing of the Reform Bill Mr. Duncombe was 
elected for Finsbn-q, and for many years repreaented that borough. 

Borrowed l'lume •• -Mr. Grevill. writes, Feb. 25, 1823, "The 
great event of. the night was Duncombe'. speeeh, which .... delivered 
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With perfeel aeIf.pooseooion ...a ..... p<II!1m!, but in .. ricJieulOllB & uiatmer 
that .,wyboclylaughed at him, although the,,_ &III1Il!t!d with his im. 
pnden .. and at the etyIe...a objeete of his attack. HO'tf8"fer, the neD 
da" it ,.,.. cJiaeoftftld thet he hod performed a great exploit; he .... 
Ioadl" applauded and eongratuIated on all sid .. , and made into the hero 
of the da". • • The histoIy of Tom Duncombe ...a his speeeh is 
instruetivo .. ....n .. amusing. Tomm;r eame to lIenr;r de Roe and told 
him that his eoDStitll8llte at Hertford we ... ver;r ..mone he ahould make 
• epeeeh, but that he cJid n'" know what to .. " • ...a begged Hemy to 
suppl;r him With the neceeear;r materials. He adTieed him to etrike out 
eomething new, ...a having reeem.d his ............ that he should be able 
... reeolleet an;rthing that he \eamed b" heart, ..,d that he .... not afmid 
of his eooroge failing, Henr;r eompOBOd for him the speeeh which Dun. 
eomhe deliTered.. .. 

J1tabWnjug his l'oint.-In Auguet, 1831, Mr. GouIbura brought 
an aeeueation againet Lml Durham for interfering in an election. Mr. 
Duncombe pronouneed it .'. base and wicked calumny." There was & -

tremendous eall of" Chair!" and the ehairman admiuistered a mild Ie ... 

mODSbanee. saying that in lrIr. Duncombe's ealmer and more sober 
moments he would not use neh terms. The latter uswered, un
dauutedl", "I am quite ea\m,...a eober enough, end moen what I ee:r." 
Down 1l»O1l him eame Sir Robert Peel, Sir Henr;rllardinge, Sir Hemy 
Inglie; down 1l»O1l him came the parliamentary maguatoe from beth .idee 
of the Honse, thzeotening, advising, and inoieting on an gplanatiou; but 
the bold refonner beeded not the menaeeo, eared not for the advice, and 
OpOuIy declared that he hod spoken the truth, and meant to maintain it. 
Hie Iimm... conquered his oppOUODte,...a Mr. GouIbum pocketed the 
affront.-·'. Life," bv Aia BoA. 

GEORGE CANNING. 
(1770-1827.) 

][is bUocluctioD into ParIiamen.t.-Canuiug's sntry into 
public life is thus mentioned b;r himeolf in a letter written in 1793 to 
his frieDd Hemy John Richman, which was &rat printed b;r Charles 
Knight iD 1868, among other intereotiDg "Unpnbliehed Lettem of Goorge 
Cuming" :-" You will probebl" have ..... b" the """"P"pers that I have 
eome into Parliament.. . . Yon may. _ in eommOD with TfJI'1 many 
pel'8OllS, have eoneeiftd thet m" aequaiDtan.. with eome of the prin. 
cipal .haracters of Opposition ..... eomething m .... than a me ... peraonal 
familiorit;r, and amouuted iD fa" to political attachment ...a obligotioD. 
In answer to this supposition, if ;ron should have entertained it, I hava 
oul,. to 88", npon the word of an honest man, the fad is otberwise. With 
di1rerent iDcIi"ridaala, iDdeed, of Opposition I have bean much iD habits of· 
iDtimae;r-with Mr. Sheriden, porticulorl", m" friendship is from m,.' 
.hildhood, ...a .. with • famiI,. friend-e.nd thot friendship will, I trust, 
be uuiDterrupted b,. politi... I am suze it BhaIl noi be m,. foult if it be· 
otherwise. But nsither to him nor to ..,,. petooD e\ee have I e_ cou· 
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oide .. d myself, nor have theT CODBidored me, .. tied &Ild bound h:r tho 
smallest obligatiOll, pereonal or political, thot obould govern my public 
.. ntimenta, or fetter my froe choice of my part:r. • • All thot I wi.h 
to show to you ia thot my conduct hao been strictly honourabll, &Ild in that 
I trnst I shall have succeeded. Tho place for which I am retnroed ia 
Newtown in tho 1sIe of Wight. Tho seat comea to me, .. I said before, 
from Mr. Fitt; &Ild, .. I believe I did not before add, from him aoll!y, &Ild 
-immediately to me. without the iDduenee, or interference, of any other 
man or set of men whatever. And, which is DO immaterial consideration 
to a percon 80 far from being rich .. myaolf, it comes without " farthing 
of expeDSe.'J _ 

Kia Maiden Speech.-It was on the Slst of .Tanuary, 1794, in his 
socond Bession, that he made hie first speech, in favour of a subsidy pl'O
posed to be grBIlted to the King of Sardinia. In a letter dated Maroh 
20th, 1794, addreesed to Lord Boringdon, he thus exproaaes himeelf 
reapecting the event: .. I intended to have told you, at fullleDgth, what 
were my feelings at getting up &Ild being pointed at by the Speaker, and 
hearing my name called from all aid .. of the bouse; how I tr&mblad lest 
I .honld hesitate, or misplace a word in the tirot two or throe aeDteDce.; 
while all W88 dead silence around me, and my own voice sounded to my 
ears quite like some other gentleman's;-how, in about ten minutes or 
!eBB, I got warmed in collision with Fox's arguments. and did not even 
ca.re twopence lor anybody or anything j how I was roused, in about half 
8D hour, from thia pleasing state of aelf.sufficiency by accidentally casting 
my.,... towards the Oppositieo beDch, for the purpoae of paying compli. 
meDta to Fox, and ... uring him of m:r respect and admiratiOD, and the .. -
.. eing certain members of Opposition laughing ( .. I thought) ADd 
quiDing me; how the 80eident obaahed me, &Ild, together with m:r being 
out of breath, reDdored me incapable of uttering; how th... who 88t 
helow me OIl tho TreasDry bench, .. oing whet it was that diat ..... d mo, 
cheered loud!:r, &Ild the House joined them; 8Dd how, in 10ss than .. 
minute, strammg evary nerve in my body, &Ild plucking up every bit of. 
reaolUtiOD in my heart, I went on more boldly than "var, &Ild getting into 
.. port of my subject thet J liked, 8Dd hsving the Hou&o with me, got 
happily and triumphantly to the end." .. This first _h'''''1" Lord 
Dalling, II like many other first speeches of men who have become eminent 
orators, w .. more or 1e&8 a fsi1ure, The .. bject was .. subsid:r to Sardinia, 
&Ild the DOW memher hegBll with a acolf at the idea of looking with a mere 
mere&Dtile e,.. at tho goodD ... or badness of tho hsrgaiD we were IllAking. 
Such a aool!, uttered in 8D .... mbly which is the eapeeial goardiaD of the 
public purse, was injudicious; but the whole apooch was bad. n 
poaoeaaed in 8D omment degree all the ordinary f.nlta of tho decl&ma
tion of clever young meD. Ita arguments wore much too refined; ita 
arrangement much too systematio; cold, tedious, and unp&rliamentary, it 
would have baeD twice .. good if it had attempted half 88 much; for the 
great ort in opoakiDg, 88 in writing, consiata in knowing what obonld Dot 
be aaid or written!t 

.. AD. Advsn_."-On p .... nting himaeJt to tho e1aotors of 



GEOBGB~ CANNING. 21~ 

Liverpool in IS16. after his appointment aa President of the Board of 
Oontrol. Canning's retarn ..... oontested; and, amongst other chelgOS 
mught against him by his opponents. he ...... reproached with being au 
adventnrer. He replied thas: .. To this charge. as I nnderstand it. I am 
1rilIiDg to plead guilty. A representati ... of the people. I am one of the 
people; and I preeent myseIfto th ... who ch .... me only with tho claims of 
elwaotar (be they whet they may). nnaecredited by patrician-patronage or 
party recommendation. Nor is it in this free country. where, in any walk 
of life. the rood of hononrable oncce .. is open to every individual-I am 
onre it is not in this p1ac&-that I eball be expected to apologise for II<> 

presenting m1S8lf to yonr choice. I know there is a political creed which 
assigns to a certain combination of great famiIi .. & right to dictats to the 
..... reigo and to inlInence the people; imd that this doctrine of hereditary 
aptitude for administration is, singularly enough. moot prevalent among
th ... who find nothing more laugheble than the principle of legitimacy in 
the Crown. To this theory I heve no .... onbeoribed. If to depeud directly
upon the people, as their representative in Parliament; if, aa a servant of 
the Crown. to lean on no other support thsu thet of public confidence-if 
thet be to be an edventorer. I pleed guilty to the charge. and I would not. 
exchange thet sitnstion, to whetever tsnnts it may _ me. for aU the 
advantsges which might be derived from an ancestry of a hnndred 
genera.tions. " 

Jl[en, DOt Jl[eBll1l1'eB !-In & speech in 1801, in opposition to the 
Addiugton Ministry. Mr. Canning &aid: .. Away with the cant of. 
e Measures, Dot meD 1 '_the idle supposition that it is the harness and n~ 
the ho .... thet draw the cheriot along. No. sir; if the 'comparison mnst 
be mode, if the distinction mast be taken, man are everything, meaonrea 
are comparatively nothiog. I apeak of tim .. of difficulty and danger. 
when systems are shaken, when precedents and general ruIes of conduct 
fail; then it is thet not to thet or to this meoonre-however prudently 
devised, however blameless in execution-but to the energy and character 
of individuals. a State mnst be indebted for its aalvation." 

Subsidence of the De1uge.-In supporting the vots of thanks in 
the Honoa of Commons. July 17th. ISIS. to the Marquis of WeUiugtou 
for the victory gained at the bettie of Vittoria, Mr. Canning &aid: .. How 
..... their prospect chsuged! In those countries where. at moot. & short 
struggle had been terminated by a result dieaatrous to their wishes, if not 
altogether c10siug in deapsir. they had now· to contemplate & very different 
aspeat of alfaira. Germany crouched no longer trembling at the feet of 
the tyrant. but maintained a ba1suced contest. The mighty deluge by 
which the Continent had been overwhehned began to subside. The limits. 
of nations were again visible. sud the spires and turrets of ancient eats
blishmsnts began to rcsppear. It was this victory which had defined th ... 
objects, 80 lately involved in overwhelming confusion." , 

C6JIIliDg OR Beform.-8ir Robert Pesl, in reply to a repoa1 apsscb. 
by O'ConneU in 1834, ridiculed the proposal by the exc\amstion, .. Repeal 
the Union! As weU restore the Heptarohy!" Canning. however. had 
nsed it some years bofors. in a apssoh against parliamentary reform. 
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"hich he _ted as preposterous. saying. "Reform tho Parliament I 
RepcaI tho Union! Restore the Beplan:hyl" . ) 

TaJdng ObaervatioDB.-" Sir Robert Peel, his distinguisbed rival, 
told me one dey:' sa,.. Lord Dalliug. "in speaking of Mr. Canning. thot he 
would often, before !;ising in his place. make a oort of IonngiDg tour of tho 
Bonae. listening to the tone oUhe obeervations which tho previ ... dehate 
had exeited, so·thot at Iaot, whe .. he himeelf spoke. he seemed to a large pan 
of his audisnce to ha merely giving " striking form to their own thought .. !' 

1J.'a.kiDg Pa.ins._u N othiDg," obeenred Canning to Croker, II can be 
dons without a great deal of pains. I prepare .. ery much on many 
snbjeets; a great part of this is lost and never oomes into play; but 
sometimes an opportnnity oris .. whe .. I ean bring in something I ha .. 
:ready. and I alw"1" percein tho much greater dect of th ... passsges 
upon the Bouse:' 

Over IngeDio1lB. -It W88 rem.rled by Croker in a letter to 
lIrougham. some years after Canning's death, "Be preferred an in. 
geniooa device for doing anything. to tho ordinary proeeeses. In lifting 
a ooaIsenttle to mend his fire (as I have beou joot doing) he would hen 
preferred a serew or • pnlley to his own arme. He eould hardl,. • take 
his tea witbont a stratagem!· 1'...... ....4 W ..... --On. of tho moot finished and elrectlve of 
Canning's orstorical displa,.. was a speech delivered at Plymouth in 1823, 
in whieh tho following ee1ebrated paaooge _urred:-" While we oontrol 
...... our feelingo by our duty.lat it .. ot ha said thot we cultivate peace 
either because we fear 01' because we are· unp-repared for war;·OD the' 
contrary. if eight mcmths ago the Government did not hesitate to proclaim 
that tho country was prepared for war. if war should be unfortunately 
ne......,.. Oftry month of peace thot baa sin .. paaoed baa but mode as SO 

much the more ... pable of _rtion. The resources ..... ted by peace are 
means of war. In cherishing thoee resonreeo. we hut aecnmnlste th ... 
m...... Our present repoeo is no more & proof of inability to act, than . 
the atste of inertueaa and inactivity in which I have 8881> th ... mighty 
masses thot Boat in the watore abo", your town. is a proof that they are 
devoid of atrength and ineapahla of being fitted out for .ction. Yon"eIl 
know, gentlemen, how soon one of those stupendous IIl88888 DOW reposing 
on their &hadowe in perfeet atillneea-how ...... upon any call of 
patriotiam or of nee&8llity. it would aaaume the liken ... of &11 animated . 
thing. instinot with life and motion-how soon it would ruJII .... it were,: 
ita swelling plumage-how quickly would it put forth all ita beauty and' 
ita bravery. collect ita ... ttered element. of atrength, &I1d awaken ita' 
dormant. thunder. Such as is one of th ... magnifioent maehio .. when 
springing from inaction into a display of ita might-ench is England 
heraelf. while apparently paaaiva and motionl ... abe Bilently ........ tratea 
the power to be put forth on an edequate oecasion. But God forbid thot • 
that ocoaaion abould erisa. .Alter a war BUBtamed for nearl7 a quarter of 
a .... t".,......,..etim.. single-handed. and with all Europa errsyed at . 
tim .. against her or at her side-England neodo a period of tranquillity, . 
and may enjoy it without fear of misoonstruction." 
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lIIWUsteria.J. :homptitllde.-A Magniloqu .... 11 Boast.--On 

the 12th of December. 1826. C......mg. then Foreign Minister. made .. 
masterl,. speech on the relatioDB betweon Great Britain and Portugal. 
Mr. Brougham. who. rose afterwuds.!lllid the Sec .. tar,.'i eloquence had 
been inspired "with a degree of fervour. ene1'f!1. and effect extraordin.,.,. 
and unpreoadented in this House." In the couree of his speech, Mr. 
C......mg go ... an instauce of ministerial promptitude which has eometimes 
been cited in reproof of mora dilato.,. Cabineta. He 1IIIid: "The precis. 
iDfonnation on which we could act onJ.,. arrivea on Frida,. 1aat i on 
Saturda,. the decision of the Government was taken; on Sunda,. we 
obtained the oonction of his Majest,.; on Monda,. we cam. down to 
Parliament; and at this ....,. hour, while I. ha ... now the honour:of 
-addreeoing the House. British troops are on their march for Portugal." 
In his repl,. at the close of the debate, Mr. C......mg ugain displa,..a graa~ 
eloquence; and on this occasion he used a famous but somewhat bombastic 
expreaaion. II If France." said he. n oecupiecl Spain, was it necessary, in 
order to avoid the eonaoquenoaa of that ooeupation, thet we should 
blockade Cadiz P No. I looked another way; I aougM materlais of 
oompensation in another hemisphere. Contemplating Sp&in, such as our 
ancestors bed known her, I resol...a that if France bed Spain, it should 
not be Spain 'with the Indies.' Ioa1led the New World intoexistenc .. 
to redreoe the balance of the Old."-Mr. Grsville writee respecting th_ 
1aat warda, "C......mg go ... offence to his oolleaguoe b,. the conoludiDg 
senten.e of his reply. The I wss not relished." 

ClIo!I.DiDg m the Co.binet.-The Duke of Wellington (says Mr. 
Grsville) talked of C......mg the other day .. great deal. He said, though 
he prided himaelf extremely upon his compositions. he would patient!,. 
end ..... Bn1criticisma upon such papers as he submitted for the conaide .... 
nun of the Cabinet, end would allow them to be altered in an,. way theh 
wasauggestad; he (the Duke) particularly bed often "cut and hack.d" 
his pape", and Canning no .... made the leost objection, but was always 
-a,. to edopt the suggestions of his colleagnes. It was not eo, however, 
in con_ion and discuasion. by difference of opinion or disoont from 
his news threw him into ungovernable rage, and on such occasioll8 he 
lie .. ont with a ";'olenoe which, the Duke !lllid, bed o&n compelled him 
to be ailent thet he might not be involved in bitter personal altereanon. 
He IIIIid that Canning was usnally va.,. ailent in the Cabinet. aeldom 
apoke at all. but whan he did he m&int&ined his opinions with e~rdi. 
a.,.,. tenacity. 

A Despa.wh m (lyphe>'.-Mr. Bell relntee that Sir Cheri .. Bagot. 
qur ambaasado. at the Hagne, ..... one day attendiDg at aom. whan • 
daspatch in eypher was haatil1 put inte hia hand. It was ve.,. short, and 
evident!,. va.,. urgent; but, unfortonately, Sir Charles, not expecting 
auch a communication, bed not the key of the eypher with him. An 
interval of intauoe Bmiety followed, until h. obtained tho ke,.; when. to 
hia inlinite oa'..onishment, he d .. iph .... d the follewing daspatch from the 
s.. ... tar,. of State for Foreign Affairs:-
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.. In __ of ............. the IMIli of the Dutch 
Is aivina' too little a.ncl 88mI' 1;00 much; ~ 
Wdh equal ad_loco the FnDah ..... ntoot;, 
So ... ·11 olap OIl Dntch _ • _'1 per ...... 

TW8IltJ per oent.. 
TweDt, per ....... 

Noua lrapperoua Falck with -t, per OeD" 
If GBOBC'DI CAlfXIlfG:' 

Imp""mpfnl on Whitb ... acl..-The arti.l •• of impeachment against 
Lord Mehilla were moved by Mr. Whitbraacl. His apeech ( .. yo lit. 
Bell) waa elaar and able; but some pasaagea atruck lit. Cuming'a acute 
..".., of the ridiculous IHl forcibly. that he acribbled a parody on tham. 
"hila lit. Whitbraacl waa yet speaking. The following is tha im. 
promptu:-

If rm like .hohimedes for Boienoe and skin ; 
rm. lib • :J01I1lg prinOi going Itraigbt up .. hill ; 
I'm like-(with napaot .. the lair be it aaid)
rm like • youJIg Iacly jut briDging to bed. 
If you uk why the 11th of June I remember 
Kuoh better than April, 01' lIa1'. or Nonmber. 
On that dar. m"lords, 'l'rithtruth I aanre ", 
My aainted progenitor set up his brewery; 
On that day, in the morn, he bepn brewing beer; 
On that day, too, oommenoed his connubial ea.reer ; 
On that ci&y he _.eel ... a he imlud his billa ; 
On that c\&y h. 01_ out 011 the _Iram his tillo; 
On thai c\&y he died. haw.g 6niahed hIa II1IJDIUinr. 
And the augele an oried, • Bare". old Whitlne&d a-coming " 
So thai c\&y atiJl I hail with • _ ana • Ugh. 
For hill beer with lID E, aad hiI bier with au I ; 
And still on that by I in the hotteat of we.the!; . 
The wbola Whit_'~ dine altogether._ 
So loDg as the b ..... of this be .... ahall aupporfl 
Tho roo! "hiob o·ershad .. this respectable 001ll'l, 
Where HaltiDgs wall tried for oppreasiD« the Hindooa; 
80 long aa that lun .btJl abiD. in at those windoW'S, 
My name Ihall shine bright as my a.nee,tor'. IbiD., 
M,ne reoordecl in joamals, h" blaloned on ligna !" 

An Unaeb.table Sllbjeot.-Tho following letter is given in 
Stapleton· ... Canning and his Tim ... "_,, FONign Offi .... January 27th. 
1826. _ My dear Gl'8Ilvill •• -It .. cure to mo • .aiD .. the oeaIing 01 my 
letter enoloaing tho Spoeoh. that M. Vilme may fIOO8ibly inquire why we 
have DOt mentioned tho death of the Emperor of Rueai&. 1. It is nM 
nsual to mention tho death of foreign aovoreigDB in tha King'. Speoob. 
II. W 0 did not mention that of Louis XVID. 8. Th. rcuon of this 
habitual oiIen ... is a Bound OIle. The King mentions nothing that Parlia. 
ment is not o:r:pocted to echo. Parliament eohoea nothing- withon' 
discuaaion. To bring a d.o .... d foreign Bovereign before Parliament for 
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discussion would be to treat him 8B the ancient Egypt;atlll did tluM ..... 
lrln_judge him immediately after his death: • liberty nn ......... tobl. 
with the BOwreigDs of oth.r notiOll8.-Ewr alfectionote\y JOllrIl, GB08GB 
-CAlfIfDI'o." 

His Death at; Chiawick.-Lady Holland told m. (writoo Guizot) 
that in 1827 Mr. Oanning, then ill, mentioned to her that he W8B going 
for change and repo .. to Ohiswick, a conntry ... t of the Duke of Devon. 
shire. She said to him, II Do Dot go there r if I were your wile I would 
Bot allow you to do BO." II Why Dot',. asked Mr. Canning. "Mr. Fox 
died there." Mr. Oanning emiled; and an honr after, on leaving Holland 
HOUBe, he returned to Lady Hol.l.aBd, and said to her, in a low tone, n Do 
not op88k of this to any on.; It might distnrb them." "And he died at 
Ohiswick," concluded Lady Holland, with emotion. 

WJLTJAM HUSKISSON. 
(1770-1880.) 

:Legal l'hrueo1og:y in the House of COJllDlODB.-Mr. Huskiso 
son will be remembered 88 one of the earliest advocates, among our 
etotesmen, of the principlee of Free Trade. His .Ioquence W8B often 
forcible, and his style at tim .. very argomentotive, ~hiIe h. knew hcryr 
to makn an e1fectiw reply. In Febrner:y, 1826, Mr. Ellice, member for 
Oovenn,., had mowd for a .. leot committee on the &ilk trade, and he W8B 

seconded by Mr. Williams, a. lawyer, member for Lincoln. To some 
eovere remark. by the letter gentleman Mr. Hus\risson thuo repIred: "In 
the eonroe of his opoeeh the honourable and learned gentleman repeatodly 
told no that he W8B not at liberty to admit this, and to admit that. Thls, 
I PreB1llD.8, is a. mode of expression in which gentlemen of the legal 
profeaaion are wont to indulge. to mark that they keep within the strict 
limit. of their briefs, and thet the doctrinea which they advocate are thooe 
preocrihad to them by thoir inatructiouo. H .... ever cuotomary and proper 
.such language may be in the conrta of lew, it certainly sonndo new and. 
striking in the mouth of a member of this House." He went on to say • 
.. To whom did the honourabl. and learned l!entleman mean to apply the 
deacription of an • insensible and hard·heat'ted met-aphysician, exceeding 
the devil in point of malignity P • I appeal to the judgment of the Honee 
whether the lengnage made nee of by the honourable and learned gentl •• 
man, with reference to me. was not such" as to point to the inference that 
I am that metoph:yaician. • • It is for the honourable and learned 
gentleman te reconcile ouch lengnage with the general tenor of his 
sentiments on other ocC88i~ explain, as he best may. to those around 
him whether they are included in that insinuation; and it is for me to" 
moot that insinuation (as far as it was levelled at me) with th ... f .. lingo 
of nttar acorn with which I now repsl it." . 

The Duke of WelliDgton and Husldsson.-In 1828. when the 
Duke of Wellington was Prime Minister, .. the qUBBtion of Parliementor:y 
Reform was brought under dioeussion upon a motion to disfranchise the 
two boroughs of Penrhyn and East RotfoN, and invast Mancheetsr and 
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Birmingham with tha electoral privileges thus ....... ted. In tha .ourse of 
tha contest a division was taken on tha particular 811betitution of Binning. 
ham for East Relford. Government oaid • No' to tha propoeal, but Mr. 
Huskisaon, though still Colonial Secrotory, had. managed to commit him
&elf to an affirmative vole. Confused.t his position, ha &eDt the <Juke 
wbat waa oither a resignation or an offer of resignation, and what tha duke 
choae to think was tha former. There waa, in plain trnth, but little 
eordiality between them. Unpleaaaut jare had. oeenrred already. Mr. 
Huakieaon had. publicly aeeured his Liverpool conetitoenle that he had. 
nm entered the new admimstraticm without. I guarantee J for the general 
adjuatment of ile policy by that of Mr. Canning. This Bounded as if .. 
• pledge' had. been exacted and givou-on idea. which the duke indig
nantly repudiated, a.nd parliamentary explenatioua had. to be offered before 
the matter could be &at at reel. So this time tha di1ference was made 
6nal. In vain did tha common frinods and eo1Ieaguea of the two statee
man endea.vour to • explain ' the UD!ucky oommunie8tion. The duke, in 
terms which paaeed into pioverbial uae, replied that there' was no miataks, 
oould be no JDistaka, and ohould be no mistaks.' He .... not sorry, in 
foct, that so convenient a.n opportunity had. bean created· to his hand. Mr. 
Haakiaeon tharefore retired. "_Pima' M..,...,. oj W.UingtOll. 

BiB Death.-The .AnnuaZ 1Ugiot ... gave an account of the fatal 
accident to Mr. Huakieaon at tha opaning of tha Liverpool and Manchestar 
Bail_y, on the 15th of Seplember,l830, from which tha following par_ 
ticulare .... taken.-Tho proceesi .... drewn by eight Ioeomotive angines, 
left Li""rpao1 at twenty minulee before eleven o'clock. Tho angina . 
Northumbrian took tha eouth line of railway, .....-ying amonget other 
paaeengere the Duke of Wollington. Tho othar aevan engines pro
eeeded along the north line. On the atoppage of the Northumbrian at 
Parmds, Mr. Huakieaon and aevara1 othars got out; and Mr. Holmee, 
for the purpoae of briDging Mr. Huakieaon and the, duke together, and 
of producing a renewed good feeling between them, led Mr. Huakieaon 
mmd to that part of the car where the duke ...... ,slalinoed. Tho duke, 
pereeiviug the ad ....... of the right honourable gent1emsn, immedialeli 
held out to him his hand, which .... shaken in & 'V9lJ cordial manner. 
Almeat at this moment the Ree!tet .... aeon to be adva.ncing, and Mr. 
Haakiaeon, in attempting to enler tha dueal car, f.n upon the ralls and 
had. his right leg cruahad by the wheel of tha engine. The unfortunate 
gent1emsn lingered in geeat agony till tha evening, when he expired. In 
tha interval he showed & natural eolicitode reapactiog his chareeler .. & 

statesman. .. Tho countly," said he, .. has had. tha best of me. I Iroat that 
it will do justice to my public chareeler." On the 24th of September hia 
remaiDa irere interred in preaenee of upwards of.15,OOO spectetono 

EARL G REt'. 
(17_18~)' 

His :rim .&ppe..".....,. in the Eo ..... -Chadea, _ond Earl 
Grey, .... returned ill July, 1786, at the age of twenty.two, for his Dative 
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county (Northumberland). His maiden speech in the House was deli",red 
in opposition to the address movad by Mr. BIacltburne to thank his 
Majesty for the Comme .. ial Treaty wit,h Fran .. , n.gotiatad by Mr. l'itt. 
Mr. Addington,afterwards Speaker, ina Ietta. to his fath •• thus dee.rib .. 
the youthful orator: .. W. had .. glorious d.bate last night upon the 
motion for an address of tIw!ks to the King for having n.gotiated the 
Comm .... ial Treaty, &:C. • • A new speaker presented himself to the 
House, and went through his first performanoe with an 0cIal which boa 
not beeo equalled within my recollection. His:name is Grey. I do not 
go too far in declaring that in the advantages of figure, voice, elocution, 
and manner, he is not S1ll'pAS&ad by any member of the House, and I 
grie", to say thet h. is in the ranke of Opposition, from which th.re is no 
ehanee of his being detached." 

Kia own EstilDate of his Debating Taleat.-Writing to Lady 
Grey in 1804, aftel' a discussion in the Oommons on the Xing's illness, he 
remarked, II You will see that I only said & few words, and those few were 
as had as anything that could have come from 'the Doctor (Mr. Adding. 
ton's ususl •• briquet) himself. I feel verr much the want of habit and 
experience in debate, which is abeolute\y neceasarr to give that readinesa 
without which nothing can he done, and which I unfortnustoly do not 
n&tnr&lly pesaess. I feel more and more convineed of my unfitn ... for .. 
puranit which I detest, which interfer .. with all my private comfort, and 
which I ouIyeigh for an opportunity of abandoning decidedly and for .... r. 
Do not think this is the Iang...ge of momenta-q low spirito; it really is 
the settled conviction of my mind." 

A Cle..., Kead.-SteuIey (writes Mr. Greville) givee the following 
inetan .. of Lord Grey'e readiness and eIear·headed accuracy. In one of 
the d.bates on the Weet India qu.stion in 1833, h. went to SteuIer, who 
was standing und.r the gallerr, and asked him on what calculation he 
had allotted the sum of twenty millions (for emancipation of the elavee)r 
Stanley explain.d to him • complicated eerie. of figorea, of terme of ,..ara, 
interest, compound intereet, velue of labour, &:c., after which Lord Gray 
... nt back to his plaoe, roee, and went through the whole with ... much 
cleam ... and precision as if all theec d.taila had been all aloug familiar to 
his mind. ' 

A Soft Auwer.-The other night (sa,.. GravIDe) 'Lord Grey had 
caIlad Lord Falmouth to order, and after the d.bate Falmouth came up to 
him with a menacing air, and said, If My L.ord Grey, I wish to inform you. 
that if upon any future oecaaion you tranagreaa in tho e1ightest d.gree tho 
ordera of the House, I.hall moot certainly call :rnu to order." Lord Grey. 
who expected from his air something more hostile, merely said, U My lord. 
your lordship will do perfectly right, and whenever I am out of order I 
hope you will" 

.. 11'0, 'JIo," in the Lords. - In a discussion on the Church Tem
poraliti •• (Ireland) Bill, in the Houee of Lords in July, 1833, tho. Duke' 
of Cumberland interrupt.ed Earl Grey with & cry of "No, no j" whereupon. 
the noble earl "trusted thet the illuetrioUB duke would have tho decency 
DOt to interrupt him. The DObie duke had a right to maintain his opinion: 

Q 
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h. might, if h. plea8ed, rise and def.nd it; but, becauee h. hod .... opinion, 
h ....... not juetified in interrupting those who diff.red from him." Lord 
K.nyon appealed to th.ir lordships wh.ther the dissent .xpr .... d by using 
the word ., No JJ deserved the character of indecency the nobIe earl had 
ascribed to it. Earl Gnly certainly did conceiv. thot the sort of interrup. 
tion h. had rec.ived was ind.c.nt. Th. Duk. of Cumberlsnd beli.v.d 
thot th.re was no man in tho! Houae would more 1Illwillingly commit an 
act of indecency th&ll himself; bot if a nobla lord were not to be allowed 
to call liN 0, no," when he felt inclined to dissent from a proposition, there 
would (he said) be an end of aJIliberty of opeech. 

Begre1;s.-In 1793 Grey brought forward his motion for referring 
. to & committee the petition of the II Friends of the People," praying for 
parliam.ntary reform. Respecting his connection with this .. ciety, 
General Grey says: 'U During his last illn~, when· no longer able to walk, 
he used to be wheeled about the house in a. chair, and on ODe occasion, 
wh.n stopping, as ho often did, before Mr. Fox's host, and speaking of the 
inlluonce he had held over him, he added, 'Y at he did not always use it 
as he might heve done; one word from him would hove kept me out 
of all that mesa of the Cf Friends of the People,t' but he never spoke it" 
When I remarked thot, cousidering he ouly advocated as one of the 
society the principles to which he had given effect as minister, this was 
hordly to be regretted, he replied, 'That might be tru., but there were 
men joined with them in thot soci.ty whOBO views, though he did not 
know it at the time, were widsly different from his own, and with whom 
it was not safe to have any communication.' On mentioning this conver ... 
.. tion to the late Lord Dacre, h. told me he rem.mbered Mr. 'Fox used 
alW&~ to .. y h. did not like to dieoourage the y01lllg 0""." 

LORD ALTHORP. 
(178l1-18<15.) 

The Rival of Palmerston.-Sir Denis L6 March&llt, In· his 
,. Memoir of Viscount .Althorp." says that when EMl GTey was called 
upon to form a ministry in succeasion to th. Duk. of W.llington, h. eaid 
he should much pref.r Lord Althorp being at th. head of alI'aire, but the 
latter replied thet on no cousid ... tion would he ever &Coopt th. place of 
Prime lIfinister, for which he felt his utter incapacity. It was with th. 
greatest reluctenc. thot he would entertsin the idea of ollice at aJI; but 
wh.n Lord Grey poaitively aseured him thot unless he became Chanc.llor 
of the Exchequer and loader of' the Honse of Commons it would be uso)e£s 
to attempt a. Whig Government. and the negotiation m~t be at once 
aba.ndoned. he could not resist such an appeal, e.oming 88 it did from. this 
noble old man, whom he hod .. long known and admired. H. yi.lded, 
however, only with tho dietinct understandingthot, in th •• vent of Lord 
Gnly'a retirement, he ahould not be asked to succeed him. Lord Palmer· 
ston th. same aftemoon actually proposed himself to Lord Grey for tho 
leadership; but, on the mere intima.tion bhnt the post was reserved for Lord 
Althorp, he oxproased himself perfectly .. tisfi .. l. In the exhs1llOt.d atate 
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• of the party. no other Whig could be named for whom Lon! Falmerstoo 
· could have been expected to waive his pretensioDS. 

Hatred of O1Ii.ce.-Lon! Brougham wrote in his Autobiography, 
· " N obodyever hated ollioe as Althorp did. Others I have known hate it 
occasionally. but he detested it .t all times. He often said, when he got 
up in the morning. he wished he might be dead before night; but he 
always went through his duty manfully. , • His powers were great. 
His ability was never so remarkably shown as in the Reform Bill, both in 
1831 and 1832. He had a knowledg~ of all ita details, and of all the 
numberless ma.tters connected with it, that was almost supernatural The 
others knew it 80 ill. and got into such Bcrap~s when opposed to formid
able advarsaries. such 88 Croker, who had attained something of Althorp'a 
mastery of the subject, that it became necessary to prevent them from 
speaking. or;as it was then called, I to put on the muzzle,' and Althorp 
really did the whole. His temper· was admirable, and invariably equal. 
Sugden said he had lenrnt a IC880n from it, or.t least that it was his own 
fault if he had not-which W88 not ill said." ", 

His Inliuence with the House,-The following instance of tha 
influence which Lord Althorp exercised in the Hoose of Commons is given 
by Sir D. Le Marchant: Of Once. in answer to a most able and argumen .. 
tative speech of Croker. he arose and merely observ-:d I that he had made 
some calcolations whieh he coJl8idered as entirely conclusive in refutation 
of the right honourable gentleman's argumenle,. but upforlunately he had 
mislaid them, so that he could ouly .. y that if the House would be guided 
by his advice they would reject the amendment '-whiQh they did accor· 
dingly. There was no standing against such influence 88 this." , 

His Arrest by the Serjeant-at.Arms,-The following account 
of this incident is from a note to the Greville Memoirs (1834) :-Mr. Hill, 
a. member of Parliament. had stated in & speech that some of the Irish 
members who most vehemently opposed the Coercion Bill in the Honse of 
CommoDS had neverlhel ... privately stated to members of tha Govern· 
ment that they were glad the Act should be renewed. This charge was 
denied with great heat by the Irish members in the House when Parlia· 
ment met. But upon Mr. Sheil'. calling upon Lon! Althorp to state 
whether he was one of the members alluded to, Lord Althorp replied that 
the honourable gentleman was one of them. Sheil immediately denied it 
in the most solemn and emphatic tenne; and, 88 it was feared that a 
hostile meeting might ensue between him and Lord Althorp. they wero 
both taken into custody by the Serjeant.at.Arms. Further erplanatioDS 
ensued, and Lord Althorp subsequently withdrew the charge, stating that 
he believed Mr. Sh(\il's a.ssevemtion. and that he must himself ha.ve been 
misinf'onned. 

Vulgar :Language in High Places.-I was sitting by Lom 
Althorp (writes Earl Russell) when he announced, in his own homely 
way, his resolution to resign. "The pig's killed," he snid. A porciue 
illustration was not new iIi our history. When Henry vm. was eon . 
. sidering of the best means of procuring his divorce from Catherine of . 
Aragon, he gaye his decision in favour of Cranmer's opinion by saying, 

Q2 
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.. Oramner !Jas got tho right BOW by tho ear." When Sir Robert Walpole 
was asked how he had OV8l'OOm& Sir Spencer Oompton, to whom the King 
WIllI partial, he replied, .. He got the W1"ODg 80W by the ear, aDd I tho 
right." So ndgar aDd idiomatie are tho phrases of Eng1ioh monareho 
aud. ministers. 

LOBJ) MELBOURl>I.I!:. 
'(1779-1848.) 

His ....... 81" ill Debate.-Heydon, tho pointer, who waa prosent 
in tho Houao of Lords to hear a dehate on the bill for the reduction of 
tho lrieh Church Establiobment, in 1833, thus roeorded his impreeeions.of 
Melbourne's delivery: "In thelrieh Church dehatetho Duke (of Welliug. 
ton) spoko well, without hesitation, enforcing whot ho seid with a bend of 
hi. hend, atrikiug his hand forcibly, and .. if convinced, on tho popers. 
He finiabed, aDd, to my utter aatoniahm.nt, up storta Melbourne liko an 
artillery rocket. H. began in • fury. Ria language lIowed out like fire; 
ho mnde BUch palpeble hite that he 1I00red tho duke .. if he hnd abot him. 
,But the moment the siimulnaW8B over, his hobitual apathy got a hced; be 
stammered, hummed, and hawed. It was the moat pictorial Wibition of 
tha night. He waved his white bend with tho natural greee of TaIma, 
expanded his broad-cheat, looked rigbt at his adversary like a handaome 
lion, and grappled him with tho grace of Parle." 

His Best Speech.-At tho 01 ... of the aaasion of 1836, Lord Lyod. 
huret mnde a review of ita proceedinge, aDd an attack on tho Melbourns 
DUni.atry, which elicitnd in replywbet Melbourns's biographer (Mr. Torrens)' 
terms the hoppieat and ableat speech Qf his life. . He oommenced by 
,,;ring, " I readily aduu't the groat powe. and eloquence of the noble aDd 
learned lord. His clearness in argume~t and dexterity in sarcasm no ODe 

can deny; and if he will be aatisfied with a compliment confined strictly 
to ability, I am ready to render him thot homage. But, my lords, ability 
Is not everything. Propriety of conduct:-the _ecundia-ohould be 
combined with the ingmium, to make 8 great Dl&D. and a statesman. It is 
not enough to be m.rfB jronn.,l'trdit", audoci",. The noble and learned 
lord hos referred to .evera! historical ebaracters, to whom he has been 
pleBBed to oay that I be ... ome .... mblanco. I bog in return to remind 
him of what WIllI on.e aaid by Lord Bristol- of a great statesman of tormer 
time. (the Earl of Straftord), to whom, I thiuk, the noble and learned lord 
might not iuspplioably be compared: • The molignity of hi. practic •• wa. 
hugely .ggraTBted by hie vaat Wanta, whore of God hatb given tho nao, but 
the devil tho application.''' And the .peaker concluded: .. Tho nobl. and 
learned- lord kindly .dvi ... mo to rasign, notwithst""ding hi. own groat 
horror of taking office .fter Id. ambition ie already BO fully .. tisfied. But 
I will toll the nobl. and learned lord that I will not be .ccessory to the 
_rille. of himself, which he would be road)' to make if the burlhon of 
the great 80al were again forced upon him. I conscientiously belio,,, 

... Lord Digby in the HOll .. of Commou, thB Xn.1'1 of 'Jhoilltul in tho Lorda.-
1Ile. pallO aD. 
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that the wen.hein~ of the OOlmtry require. In the judgment of the people 
that I .hould hold my pressnt offie&-&nd hold it I will. nntil I am 
:removed. II It is recorded. that the comb&te.nts on this occasion, like 
cperiencecl men of the world, kept their temper. and good-hnmouredly 
owned the skill of each other'. fenoe. Lyndhurst crossed the house whon 
it was over. and chatted laughingly with his former colleague ... often 
was his way. 

Dismissal of the Melbourne lIItiDistry.-Many aooonnijo of this 
ooeorrence we.. current at the time and afterwards. but the following 
porticuJa.8 (gathered from Torreno' .. Life of Me1bonrno") represent whet 
appearo to he & fairly correct veroion of the facts. The death of Earl 
Spencer in N .... mher. 1884. called to the Upper Honse his son, Lord 
Althorp. the Chancellor of the Exohequer and Ieador of the Hanas of 
Commons. Lord Melbonrne wrote to the King requeating an audience to 
... bmit for the royal conoideration the news entertained b,. miDisters of 
the general position of the- Government in consequence, and their advice 
with regard to the future. William IV. received him without any .eem
ing diminution of kindlin ... or eonlidenoe. The eon_tion Jasted for 
.an honr and • half. and to the 1m8nepioious MiDister it appeared tho wiah 
of the King to disombarrsea the disoussion of all reserve. In answer to 
the inquiry who was to he charged with the conduct of public busin ... in 
tha Lower House. he snbmitted the name of Lord John Rusosll aa best 
quaJiJied by _rience. ta1ont. and position; but he soggaatod in the alter
native the names of Spring Rice and Ahercromby. Vanous difticultiee 
.and objactions wore diocueasd, but, without giving the MiDister any reason 
to snepact what 11'&8 contemplated. his Majest,. oaid he would take time 
to think over the matter, and ended the conaultstion by eaying ... Now Jet 
as go to dUmer." N otbiug more occurred during the evening; but next 
morning the King handed Me1bonrne • letter. evidently prepared with no 
little ..... in which he stated that he was informed that Althorp·. 
removal would speodily leave the Government in a minority in the Lower 
Honae; and. as they wore already in that condition in the Upper. it had 
become noc.....,. to pJaoe the condnet of aJfairs in other hands. No 
.alternati .. propooal was soggested. or qualification offered of the peremp
tory nature of tha diamiasaL Melbonrno did net affect to eoncoaJ his 
snrpriee and concern. but. too proud to perley for the retention of office 
after confuIence in his judgment had been so nncoremonionaly withdrawn. 
be rejected, in the briefest terms which deference would allow. the offe. 
of an earldom and the Gart"". H. desired to knowwbeu and to whom be 
should reoign his trnst. The King replied that be had mads up his mind 
to oend at once for the Duke of We11ington. As Me1bonrno pasesd 
through the adjoining room. he eould not refrain from 88ying to .sir 
Herbert Taylor. b,. whose aid be know that tho written form of his 
-dismissal had been prepared ... Yonr old master would net beve done 
this." The private secretary was emhorreased whet to repl,.. and in his 
confusion oaid he had just concluded & Jetter to Sir Henry Wheatley 
whieh his master thought it of the utmost importance to heve dslivered 
that. nill'ht. Would his lordship objeot to allowing his servant, on reacIa-' 
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big town'. to leave it at St. James's Palace P It was impossible not to 
divine that the missive which the perplexed amanuensis had jnat sealed 
contained & summons to the duke. The ludicrous aspeet of the affair was 
irresistible; and Melbourne with a grim smile undertook to play tho p .... 
of first mute at his own funeraL 

The King 'l'breateDing Impea.chmellt.-When Lord Melbourn .. 
was reinstated in the Premiership in 1835, after the defeat of Peel, the
King conld but ill conceal the dislike he felt for the Minister whom he 
had previously summarily dismissed from power; and occnsionally it would 
break forth vohemently. Lord Gosford had been named Governor of 
Oanada, and no objection had been raised to his appointment. At a
meeting of the Cabinet on the 11th of Jnly, Melbourne asid to his. 
oolleagues, ,. Gentlemen, you may as well bow how you stand:' and then. 
proceeded to read a memomndnm of a conversation between Lord: 
Gosford and the King after 8 review the day before. His Majesty said • 
.. Mind whet you are about in Canada. By-- I will never consent to 
alienate the Crown lands, nor to make the Council elective. Mind me; 
my lord, the Cabinet is not my Cabinet; they had better take care, or 
by -- I will have them impeached. You are a gentleman, I believe; 
I have no fear of you; but take care what you do." The ministers present 
etared at one another, but agreed that it wos better to take llO notice of 
what bad occurred. and S68 if the King's excitement would pass away • 

.. The Opposition" an IrreguIao. Epithet.-On the first day 
of the B888ion of 1842, after Melbourne's retirement from office and the-. 
election of a new Parliament, Brougham took his seat on the front bench 
llext to him, jnat as he hed done (writes Torrene)· .. vell 10are before, 
chatting with his former friends all round, whether they wonld 01' not. 
From that position he addressed the Honse on the notorions bribery of the 
last general eleetion, apportioning the blame withont fear,'iavoui'. or affee,; 
tion to the supporters of the party now in POlV8l',~~"C; over and against whom 
he had the honour to stand, and the party in Opposition, in the front rank 
of which he had the honour to take his place.u (Hear, hear, and • laugh 
from Lord Melbourne.) .. He WB8 at a losa to know what was meant b,. 
the interruption. W s. his noble friend lately at the head of the Govem
ment annoyed at the term Opposition P" Melbourne retorted by remind
ing his implaeable friend that so transcendent and impartial an arbite .. 
of all legislative msaenres ought not to deelare himeelf beforehand a· 
loader of Opposition. In the good old timee .men were not ranged in 
accordanee with plighted vows of party. He eonld recollect, when he 
was a member of the other House, a gentlem&n being called to order fa!" 
deeignating 80me one .. a member of the Opposition; and tho Speaker 
ruling that the epithet was irregular. 

A Brief Beply.-The most erushing reply (saye the Quarterly 
Review) that any assailant ever received W'88 on an oecasion when Lord 
Brougham closed one of his most brilliant dieplaye with ... diatribe against. 
the Melbourne Government. Lord Melbourne's reply W8B comprised in a 
singl •• enlenoe, .. My Lords, yeu have hoard the eloquent epooch of the 
noble and learned lord-one of the most eloquent he ever delivered in this. 
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h01lS8-&Jld I lea... your lordships to CODBider what mud b. Ihe ... tum 
and strength of the objectioDS which prevent ... ;y Government from 
availing th8Dl8elv88 of the services of such & man." 

Indu&tr7.-ln the Diary of Bishop WUherforce, at a time when he 
.. ae nnder medical _\ment b;y Dr. Copeland, he records: .. De.. 25, 
IB45.-Cope1and again full of aneedote. 'I had been attending Lord 
J4elboume for six weeks three times a day, when lIiuister. No one ever 
more mistaken. The most anxious painst&kiDg man in the world. 
Worked all de;y in his bedroom with seerelaries, &c., that he might be 
able to send bores awa;y with-M;y lord hae not ;yet g<>t out of his 
bedroom.' " 

Ministerial 'Una.n;m;ty.-A familiar anecdote was thus related on 
one occasion b;y Sir Stafford N orthcote to his oonstituents: .. Lord 
Melbourne's Ministr;y wanted to deal with the Corn Laws, and proposed 
au eigbt.shilling dut;y. His Government did this, and he .... as not .. er;y 
fond of it himself; but when it had been agresd to b;y a majorit;y of the 
Cabinet, what did h. sa;y P He remarked to his collsague ... What are 
we to sa;y about this P Is it intended to raise the price of corn, or to 
lower tile price of corn, or to keep it stead;y? I don't .... what we &&;y 
it is, ouIy we had better all have one stor;y." 

Old-fashioned x. .... guage.-Lord Oesington (Mr. Speaker Denison) 
need to re\ate that, enconntoring Lord Melbourne when about to mount 
his horse at the door of his offi..·-8, he called his attention to Bome required 
modifications in bis new Poor Law Bill. Lord Melbourne referred him 
to his brother George. 4' I have been with him," was the reply, n but he 
damned mo, and damned the Bill, and damned the panpers!' U WeU, 
dsmn it, what more could he do P" waa tho rejoinder.-·Tke M.lboume 
Paper •. 

IndUferenC8 to Konova.-Mr. Chari .. Greville wrote of Mel. 
bourne: .. He was perfectl;y clisintereated, without nepotism, and without 
vanity; he Bought no emoluments for his connections, and steadily 
declined all honours for himself. The Queen often pressed him to accept 
the Garter, but he never would consent, and it was rema.rked that 
'.he Prime Minister of England was eODOpieuoDO at Court for being 
alone undecorated amidst the stare and ribands which glittered arcnnd 
him.." . 

Dispensa.tion of Patronage.-He was on one occasion (remarks 
Torrene) pressed by the Sovereign to accept the blue riband, but declined. 
Cf A Garter," said he, II may attach to us somebody of consequence whom 
nothing e1&o can reaeb; but what would be the use of m;y laking it P I 
cannot bribe m;yself." • • As a rule, he generall;y would have di .. ueded 
anyone he realJ;y liked from .. eking a etop in the peerage. He loved 
to tell the stor;y of a certain earl whom Lord Oornwallis \aughed at 
for wishing a marquisate: II I have DO BOD, and he has several, but if 
I had, I abould remember that after ouch a promotion J OM and Tom 
could DO longer dord to go to town on the top of the coach." Previous 
to the Queen's Coronation, when many were asking favours, an old friend 
wrote to &&y that he would calJ on him to oxp1ain what he desired to 
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haw 88 .. l'O$loguition of loug fidelity. Ho happened to be £he fourth 
who had eome on similar buaineBS the 8&JD.e morning, and, the llinister"s 
potien.o being rath8l' ezhanolod, ha ooid qui.kly, .. Well, .. hat .... I 
do for yen P" Fearing to let tho opportnnity slip, tho amieno wntDr 
muttored, .. I don't very mu.h ca .. about it myoolf, hnt my !edy wishes 
th.t I ohould be .. marquis." Melbourno, who Ime" that ha ..... net 
rich, opened his eyes, and said, "Why, you are not such a fool 88 that, 
are you P" On another occasion, an unfortunate member of the party • 
... hom he hod onee d .. eribod .... follow ... ho .... asking for everything 
and fit for nothing, intimated that. ha ·hod a new request to make, for 
reaaona ho wanted an intervie" to explain. The .. cary disponser of 
potronage oho"od his neta to Aneou, aoying, .. What the dew .... uld he 
have now I Dooo he want .. Garter for tho other leg P" 

Political Tu ..... to Queen Victoria.-Lord Melboume's greotest 
.. m.o to his .onntry .... perh.ps the poinetaking .... · ... hi.h ha hod tho 
opportunity of ohowing, in tho initiation of .. DO" sove .. ign, beth youthful 
and feminine, into the duty and the routine of the eu\ted lonetiona oho 
..... cslled upon to exe .. ise. The eaay and omiable manne .. of tho man 
modo this task mueh Ie.. irksome to both than it might oth8l'wiso 
have been, and the manuer in which it ..... discharged hae been grate. 
folly eclmowledged by the Queen on more than ODe oecosion. But the 
tootimonyof the grooteot of MeIboume's politioa.! opponente moy be quoted. 
Tho Duke of Wellington, in .. speeeh in the Houoo of Lords in 1841, oaid: 
.. I om willing to admit that tho noble visoonnt hae rendered the graotoot 
possible semce to her Mojeoty. I happen to Imo" that it is her Majeot"s . 
opinion thet the noble visconnt hoo rendered her Majeoty tha greeteot 
possible 88mce, making her acquainted with the mode and policy of the 
government of this conntry, initiating har into the Ie ... and epirit of the 
Oonotltution, independently of the performance of his duty eo tho eorvant 
of her Majeety's crown; teaching her, in short, to prooide .over the 
deotini .. of this greet conntry." . 

LORD BROUGHAM. 
(1778-1868.) 

Jnep1'88sible Speeoh. -Henry Brougbam received from the 
Duke of Bedford the der of .. 800t for his borough of OomaJford, and 
....... turned in 1810. Ho epoke for tbo lIrot time OIl tha 5th of MaJ.>h 
in thot yeer, in sopport of .. motion by Mr. Whitbreed for .. vete of 
oensoro OIl the Government of the dey, and on Lord Ohothom, ... 
commander·in·chief of the expedition to the ScheIdt •. He ..... expeoted 
to lire olf an oration the ... ry ~ght he took his eoot, but he bacI mode 
a TO" not to speak for a mcuth, and he kept it.· n It .... remerked .. 
(write. Oampboll) .. th.t for the loture he never ..... in his place .. 
whole evening, in either Houeo ef Parliament, without, re!r'lierly or irre. 
gularly, more than once taking port in the diacuesions.· This (says 
tho Q ...... t .. l!I Bovieu» is • little o_ted; but his oratory ..... irre
pl'llllllihlo, and he would have solfered from soppressed epeecb 88 another 
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man might au1fer hom suppreeeed gout. .Although his &ret attemph .... 
a failure, he 000Il fougM his way to the front, and by the end of his &ret 
_on w&o competing for the leadel8hip of the Oppoeition, then held 
by the Right Hon. George Poneonhy, "".Chancellor of Ireland. O...,less 
"hether his claim to the leadel8hip ..... form&lly reeogeieed or not, he 
took the lead on eo many important queetione that tha general public 
could not well help "'gelding him as leader, and the recalcitrant Whigs 
gradnaJly succumhod to him. 

"Bzo1famD _ "Broom.D-Brougham did not get into 
Je~ practice at the bar till he hod acquired celebrity in the Ho_ 
of Ilommone. He got a fe .. Scotch appea1e, and theee brought him into 
... It eonfiict with Lord Eldon, who persisted in celIing him Mr. Broff""', 
till & formal Mmoustraneo arrived through the aaeistant-e1erk; whereupon' 
the Chancellar geve in, and complimeuted the olfended couueel at th .. 
conclusion of the argoment, ... ying, .. Every ... thority upon the queetion 
has been brought before us: Dew Brooms sweep clean." 

His Attack UpOll Ca.nning.-Brougham took pert in the debate 
on the Roman Catholic c1aime, April 17, 1823, and in the ConrOl> of his 
epeeeh eeid, referring to Conning, he .. hod exhibited & opecimen, the 
most incJedible ope.imen; of monetroue truckling, for the pup... of 
obteiniug oJIiee, that the whole history of politicel tergive .... tion could 
fumish." " Han...rd" thue .... rda what followed,-," Mr. Secretory 
Canning: • I n... to say that that is false.' The Speaker (after a por
feet silence in the honae dnriDg some seconds) said, in & 10", tone, he 
hoped the right honourable Secretary would Jetraet the ""P .... ion ·he 
hod UOI>d. An individual of his high rank and station could not f&il to 
be aware that such &II. expression was 6 complete violation of the e1l8toma 
and of the orde .. of the Houee. He deeply "'gretted that, even in baete, 
it .hould bave been UOI>d. Mr. Oanning oaid he was eorry to bave need 
any word whish was & 'riolation of the deeorom of the Houee; but nothing 
-no consideration on earth-should induce him to retract the sentiment. 
After an appcel to the Houee oil the pert of the Speaker, Mr. Oanning 
expressed his regret, 80 far 88 the orders 01. the H01l88 were coneemed, -at 
having attracted their dioplB&Onre, but oaid he could not in coneeion .. reeall 
his dcelaration. Some further diaeussion eneueel, when Mr. Banbo moved 
• that the· Right Hononreble George Oanning and Henry Brougham, 
Eoq., ba committed to the cuotody of the Serjeant-&t-Anna attendiug 
this Honee.' Mr. Brougham oppoeed the motion, pointing out that with 
the unanimone _nt of the Houee it had been deeI....d by the higheat 
authority that Mr. Oanning hod committed a breach of their rulea; and 
it was propoaod by the motion to take himeolf e\ao into cuetody, who hod 
committed no alIenee whatever 8g&inot the orde.. of the Houeo. He 
admitted their power to take such a .tep if they ehoee, but deeIaJed if 
they did &0 it "auld be in I1agrant 'riolation of the principle. of juotic .. 
He begged tha Houee to underetand he oppooed the fimt pert of the 
motion DO leas than the Iaot. He would ba the last man to hold up his 
hand for pasoing a COJl8UJe upon tha right hononreble gentleman, or for 
committing him to ouetody for the ""Preoeion whioh he had need on 
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hearing one h&lf of the sentenoe which .... about to be delivered. mti. 
mately Mr. Canning-Mr. Bank .. having withdrawn his motion~d h. 
should think no more of the matter; and Mr. Brougham similarly ."Preaoing 
himself, the affair terminated."-Brougham's explanation, at the end of 
this scene, that he had used the ofrensive words .. only in a ps.rliamenta.ry 
sense," is pointed out by Lord Campbell .. having given Dickens the 
suggestion of the IfPickW'ickian sense," in hie most celebrated work. 
But. Dickens, ... reporter, although too young to have been present at 
this particula.r scene, must MVB'"' been familia.r with other occaaions on 
which similar incidents had occurred, and the II parlliunent.a.ty sense JJ had 
been accepted as conveying" no offence i' the worlcLJJ 

• 

• .A.U the Di:1fereDce.-C~g, when Premier, is said to have 
ol!ered tha poot of Chief Baron of the Exchequer to Brougham, who 
refosed it on the ground that it would prevent his sitting in Parliament. 
II Trae,'~ was the reply, .. but you will then be only one stage from the 
'WOo1sack.~' "Yea." returned Brougham, II but the horses will be off," 

.. The Schoolm_ Abl'Oad."-The debete on the Addreao whi.h 
took place in the Honse of Commons on tha 29th of January, 1828, was 
one of au unusually animated. character, in consequence of the Duke of 
Wellington having resigned his omoe of Commander-in-Chief and formed 
" new administration. Brougham conf .... d that be felt a verr great 
degree of objection to the arrangement. There was in it, he said, no 
.. curity or oompensation to the honse or to the country for this won of 
POW01". He had. no fea1", howeve1", of slavety being introduced into this 
coun\rr by the power of the sword. It would take a stronger, it would 
demand a more powerful man even than the Duke of 'YI' ellington to e!fect 
suoh an object. These were not the tim .. for ouch an attempt. There 
had been perinda when the conn\rr heard with dismay that .. the soldier 
W8B abroad!' Now there .... another person abroad ...... Ie .. important 
pel"SOD; in the eyes of some, an insigoificant person; whose labours had 
tonded to produce thia .tata of \hinge. The schoo).master W8B abroad!· 
And he trnoted more to the .choolmaster &mled with his primer, than he 
did to the ao1dier in full military array, for upholding and extending the 
liberties of his coun\rr. 

A Koble Bo.st.-Brougham's spsech in the House of Commons on 
Law Reform, in Febl'Qatyt 1828, was one of the most e:ffeetive he eV8l' 
delivered. Th~ QuaTt.,.ly Bevi ... oays of-it that, .. directly or indirectly, 
it has probably led to a greater nnmbar of important and beneficial reault" 
than any othe1" speech, anci~ '" 01" modem/' He spoke on this deewon 
-tor six ho1U'8, and concluded '.hns: .. It was the boast of Augnotns-it 
formod part of the glare in whioh the perfidi .. of his earlier years .. ere 
loot-that he found Rome of brick and left it of marble; a praiae not 
nnworthy a great prince, and to which the present · ... ign alao has ito 
claim.. But how much nobler will be the sovereign's boast when he aball 
have it to oay that he found law dear and left it ch .. p; found it a sealed 
hook. left it • living letter; found it the patrimony of the rich, left it the 
inheritance of the poor; found it the two-edged sword of craft and oppreo
Bion, left it the .Ial! of hone.ty and the ohieldof innooenoe!' 
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nMeasures, not lIl[en."-Addressmg the House ot Commons. 

in November, 1830. Mr. Brougham. said: n I beg here to state that, as a. 
general principle, my intention is to support measures which meet with 
my approbation, and to oppose those of eontrary tendency'. let the one or the 
other come from whom they may. It is necessary. however, that I should 
qualify the doctrine of its being not men, but measures,. that I am deter __ 
mined to support. In a monarchy it is the duty of Parliament to look of> 
the men 88 well as the measures; because a set of men might make a 
treaty which would "'nder war inevitahle at aome distant day, unle .. th& 
honour and safety of the country were sacrificed. I say, therefore. u 
long as a set of men can act secretly, that we are imperatively called upon 
to look at them and their character, ae well as at the measure. they 
propound!' 

"Pawning Parasites."-In the House of CommollB in 1830, 
Brougham launched out &gainst the Wellington Ministry U in & strain of 
hitter invective, of sarcasm vehement even to fierceness." :Mr. Roebuck 
(" Whig Ministry of 1830 ") gives the following passsge from his speech, 
which called forth an indignant protest from Sir Robert Peel: "You will· 
sao in this, as in that country (France), that the day of force is now over, anet 
that ha who wonld rule his country by an appeal to royal favour or military 
power may be overwhelmed, may be hurled down by it. if he should enter .. 
tam sneh an id~nd I in no wise accuse him of such an attempt; him
I accuse not j 1--" and here the exeited orator stretched out his long
bony arm, and pointed with a lean and almost skeleton finger at th .. 
Treasury bench. II I accuse you, I accuse his ilatterers-those mean, 
fawning parasitea-" Sir Robert rose at once, and, in grave indignant. 
terms, ca\Ied the speaker to order. "I ask tha honourable and learned· 
gentleman. as I &m. one of those sitting on this side of the house, whether
he means to aceuse me of being a fawning parasite P U Checked thus. 
suddenly in mid-career, Mr. Brougham seemed at once to perceive that 
the phrase he had nssd and the charge ha had hrought we'" not to be. 
justified, and instantly, the",fo"" disclaimed any intention of applying 
the words to Sir Robert Peel himsslf, who trnly observed, on this retrac
tation, that it was hardly sufficient, and declared that he would therefore, 
on behalf of Mr. Brougham, make the apology and retractation which 
ought to have been mode by the learned gentleman. This he did, and Mr. 
Brougham with gNBt good sense and good feeling adopted it. 

Kia Election fo.. Yorkshire.-Lord Campbell thus spasks of 
Brougham's contest for the representation of the county of Yark. in 1830 : 
" No man ever went through such fatigue of body and mind as he did 
for the three followiDg weeks. The assizes at York were about to begin, 
and he chanced to have a good many retainers. Instead of giving these 
up, he appeared in court n.nd exerted himself as an advocate with more 
than wonted spirit. Having finished an addre .. to the jury, he would 
throw off his wig and gown, and make a speech to the electors in the· 

• Lofty.;-u Meaeuroa, Dot men, hD.ve always been my mark; and I vow,'· 
&o.-ooldamith'8 cr Good-Natured Mau." • 
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Castle yard on' the three glorious days. of P&ria: awl the way in which 
the people of England might peaceably obtain otiJl greater advantagee. 
He wonld then retnm to conrt and reply in & cause zespecting right of 
common of turbary, having, in the twiokling of an "ys, picked np from 
his junior a notion of all that had passed in his absence. But, what is 
much more extraordinary, before the nomination day arrived, he had held 
public meetinge and delivered etirring speeches in every town aod large 
village within the connty; still day by day addreasing jurica, and winning 
or loeing verdicte. Conoty elections at that time, lasting fifteen days, 
excited prodigious interest. All England looked with eagern ... OIl this 
contest, &Dd, whon Brougham'. return was actually proclaimed, the 
trinmph w .. said to form a p"nd epoch in the hiotary of parliamentary 
representation." 

His Stride to the Ch .... cellorship.-In hie own ..... not of hie 
.. Life and Times." Lord Brougham thus wrote! U My retum for the great 
eonotyof York .. IS my greatest victory, my moot nnsnllied BIlC..... I 
may 8&Y, without hyperbole, thet when, .. knight of the ehire, I wsa girt 
with the sword, it W88 the proudest moment of my life." The Government 
of Ea.rl Grey, wishing to secure Brougham'S co-operation, offered him the 
Attorne:r.Gensralehip, but this he refused. He said he would take the 
Ma.sterehip of the Rolls, which eonld be held conjointly with a osat in the 
Honse of Commons; but to this both the Miniatere &Ild the King objected. 
The King, however, uked if the great eeal had been oftered to Brougham, 
&Ild on Lord Grey'e replying it had not, because he anticipated an objection 
from his Majesty. u Oh no," said the King, cotham is no one I would 
rather have for my Chancenor." He a.fterwarda (wrltoa Brougham) "OIlce 
or twice alluded to this when in particularly good hDDlonr, and called me hi. 
Chancenor, .. 1UIIIled by himaalf and Bot by m:r collsagnos. In fact, I 
more than 8U8peot that the Tories. on going out, warned him not to leave 
me in the Commone. member for Yorkehire, chief of the popular party. 
and irremovable Moster of the Rolls. In fact, I knoID that Huskiason told 
a friend of mins that he did not ... how any Government eonld go OIl were 
I without offioe, and ouly member for Yorkehire; but that if I had the 
Rolle too. I WIS abeolute for life. U 

A llIat81'lla.!. l'1'eference.-Brongham, after hie elevaf.on to the 
'Woolsack, like a pious son II as he ever showed himself," says Lord 
Oompben, took & journey to Brougham Hall to visit hie venerable mother, 
and, kneeling before her, to uk hor blessing OIl a Lord Chancellor. The 
good old lady etill p .... rved her fine facnltiaa quite entire; but while &he 
reciprocated her boy'. affeotion for her, and WIS proud of hie abilitiaa 
and the distinotiOll he had acquired, &he said. with e.cellent good aeuse 
and foeling, .. My claar Harry, I would rather have ambraced the member 
for Yorkahire; but God Almighty blsaa you I" -". 

Treasonahle 1'>'ocee<1inga.-The Dis.oluti ... of 1831.--At 
a Cabinet Conncll whioh was held April 22nd, 1831, immediatoly after 
the defeat of the Government In the Commona OIl the Reform qu .. tiOll, 

• Soa ala. pace 57. 
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it was resolved to advise the King to prorogue Parliam ... t with .. 
ri.... to an .... Iy dissolution. Earl Grey and Lord Brougham .... ,. 
deputod to wait on his Majesty and comm11llieat& to him the adric. 
of the Cabinet. Th. interview which these mUrlatote had with King 
William. in dieeharge of th.ir mission, is thllil described by Mr. Moles_ 
worth, following Mr. Roebuck's .... UIlt, which it was p"'S1IJI1.d Lord 
Brougham had authorised; and the particulars in the main are corroborated 
by his lordship's Autobiography,-The Chancellor approached the subject 
nry earefoJJy, prefacing the disagreeable message with which h. ws& 

charged by .. compliment on the King's desire to promote the w.lfare 
of his peopl.. H. th.n proceeded to comm11llicato the adric. of the 
Cabinet, adding that the,. were 1IJl8I1im.OUB in offerii:J.g it. II What! ,,. 
uclaimed "the King, ""oold you have ma dismiss in this S1IJI1m&ry 
manner .. Parliam.nt thet has gnnted me 80 splendid .. civil list, and 
given my Queen 80 liberal an annuity in ease she survives me P" "No 
doubt, sire," Lord Brougham replied, fI in these respects they have 
.. ted wisely &I1d honourably; but your Majesty's adrisars are all of 
OpiniOll thet, in the present .tate of alfairs, every hour thet this Parlia
ment COl1tinUes to sit is prcgnsnt with daugar to the p .... &I1d eecurity 
of your kingdom, &I1d they humbly beseech your Majesty to go down this 
TOry day and prorogue it; if you do I1Ot, th.y COI1I1Ot be &I18 ...... bl. for 
the coneeql1Onces. The King .... grsetly .mbarrsaeed; ha eridently 
entertained the etrongost obj.ction to the propcesd meseure, bnt ha &leo 
felt the denger which lVoold result from the resigoatiOll of his miniate .. 
at the PreaOl1t crisis. H. th.refore ahifted his groUlld, end asked, .. Who 
is to carry the sword of state and the cap of mainteuanee P " fC Sire. 
kI10wing the urgency of the crisis and tha imminent peril in which th .. 
COUI1try at this mom.nt etands, we ha ... Y8I1tored to tell those "hose duty 
it is to perform th... and other aimi1&r offices, to hold the_I ... in 
readiness," n But the troopa-the Life Guards j I have given no ordera 
to have them called out, and now it is too late." This was, indeed, • 
serious objection; for to call out the Guards was the special prerogative 
of the mOl1&rCh himeslf, and 110 minieter had &I1y right to ordar their 
attendance without his express command. "Sire," replied the Chancellor. 
with some hesitation. "we mU&t throw oureelves on your indulgence. 
Deeply feeling the grarity of the crisis, and kuowing your love for your 
people, w. have token • liberty which nothing but the most imperious 
necessity could warrant; we have ordered out the troops, &I1d we humbly 
throw o1ll'8elves on your Majesty's indulgence," The KiDg's eye dashed. 
and his .beak became crimscm; h. was .ridently un the point of dismiss
ing the ministry in an explosion of anger. "Why. my lords," he 
""claimed, .. this is tre&8Ol1 !-high treason! &I1d you, my Lord Chancellor, 
ODght to know that it is," "Yes. sire, I do know it; and nothing but the 
strongest cOllnction that your Majesty's crown &I1d the interests of th .. 
nation are at stoke could have induced 118 to take such a step, or to tender 
the advice we are now giving." This submissive reply had the desired 
e«ed: the King cooled; his prudence and better geniua prevailed j and, 
haring OI1ce made up his mind to yield, ha yielded with .. good gnu-.e. 
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· He accepted, without any objection, the speech which had beau pr"pared 
for him, and which the two ministers had brought with them; he gave 
orders respecting the details of the approaching ceremonial, and, having 

· -completely recovered his habitual serenity &J1d good humour, he diRmlAAP4 
· the two lords with a jocose thre&t of impeachment. . 

Brougham's Beform Speech in the :Lords.-On the s .. ond 
rBBdiug of the Reform Bill in October,l831, Brougham delivered his great 
speech in defence of it, which (says Campbell) II by ma.ny was considered 
hi.e ohef-d'(8uvre. It certainly was a wonderful perfOl'Dl&DCe to witness. He 

· showed a most stupendous memory. and extraordinary dexterity in handling 
the weapons both of ridicule and of reason. Without a note to refer to, he 

· went through all tho spe.ches of his opponents delivered dnring the live 
nightS' debate, analysing them suceessively, and, with a. little aid from 
perversion. giving them all a seemingly triumphant answer. The peroration 
was partly inspired by droughts of mulled port, imbibed by him very 
copiously towards the conclusion of the four hours during which he was on 
his legs or on his Im .. s. • • • 1 pray and 1 exhort yon not to reject this 
measure. By all you· hold most dear; by ell the ti .. that bind every ono 

· of us to our common order and our eommon country, I solemnly adjure 
you-l warn you-l implore you-yea, on my bonded Ime .. [he Imeels] 1 
supplicate you-reject not this billP Ho continued for Bome time as if in 
prayer; but his friends, alarmed for him l.st he should be suffering from 
the elfects of the mulled port, picked him up and placed him safely on the 
woolsack. Like Burke's famous dagger Bcene in the House of Commons • 
. this prostretion WBB a failure; eo 1IlI8nited was it to the spectators and to . 
the actor thet it produced a soDBBtioo of ridicule. and considerably 
impaired the elfeet of a speech dieplaying wonderful powe .. of memo.,. and 
of intellect!'-Lord Campbell's account of this scene must be taken with 
~ome allowance. He was quite capable of occasional exaggeration; and 
it will be remembered thet when Brougham heard the biographer of 
~I The Chancellors" had prepared for that work ,fJUpplementary lives of 
himsolf and Lord Lyndhurst, he ohR ...... a that GampbellllAd .. add.d a 
new terror to death!' 

.A. Reform C.,..-Earl Russell, in his .. Recollections," says that the 
e.,. of .. The Bill, the whole Bill. and nothing but the Bill," owed its 
9rigin to Lord Brougham, and waointended to msot the disposition exist. 
ing in the House of Oommons to in.trodnoe destructive amendments. It 
~, ga.ve tho Government a very powerful lever in ra.ising tbe country to tho 
height of their lofty prop08ole, while it did not prevent them from modi. 
~g 80me clauses which were ill-considered or nnpopular." 

The. Threatelled CNatioll of l'eers.~R .. pecting the throetoned 
creation of peers to seeure the passegs of tho Reform Bill (s.e page 58, 
""te), Lord Brougham thus wrote in his later· years" .. Since 1832, I 
have often wed myself the question whether, if no ... essi"" bed 
to.ken place, and the Peers had persisted in opposing the bill, we should 
have bad recourss to the perilous creatiou ~ Above tlnr!y years have 
rolled over my head sinee the .risis of 1832. 1 speak 88 oehnly on this 
Rs I now do upon any politi~ matter wludsDever, and I canno' Btu'W8r' 
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u.. questioA'II u.. affirmali""'. The list I had prepared of eighty new 
creations, when I went with Lord Grey to Windsor in May. 1832. W88 

framed upon the principle of making the least possible penna ..... t addi. 
tion to tho Honoe. Whon 1 enpporled Grey in pressing the measure upon 
the King, I felt st.rongly the necessity of the ..... circmnstanced as we 
th.eD. were; but 80 greatly did I fear the dreadful c0118equences of the 
act, that I am persnaded I should, when it eame to the point, hove pre. 
ferred I1IDJling the risk of the confnsion which would have attonded the 
loss of the bill. I k""",. that Grey would hove more than met me half 
way in resolving to fJwo that or any risk, rether than oxpose the Constitu. 
tion to the imminent hez&rd of onhnn-sion. • • Ho distinctly told me 
that I had very much noderstated his ropug>!&llce; and that whon the 
time came he never would have consented to take the step. When the 
Duke of Wellington road my statementt to tho ahove elfoct, two or three 
years before his death at Walmer. where I always passed .. day or two 
hefore going to Cannes, ho said: 'Oh! then you comees you were playing 
• gamo of brsg with me. Indeed, I alwaY" .... certain it was • throat, 
and that you nover would hove created peers.' To this all I could ... y 
W88, that we were thoroughly convinced at the time of the necessity." 

Asserting a .. Bight."-The House of Lorde went into committee 
on tho Abolition of Slavory Bill, Aug. 14th, 1833, whon Lord Chen. 
cellor Brougham, opposing an amendment of tho Duke of Wallington, 
said thot a a1ave who had hcen freed " would hove .. good • right to Sit in 
tho other House of Parliament .. the noble duke opposite (the Duke of 
Wellington), who was illnomono by his actiona, and the illnetriono -duke 
near him (the Duke of Cumberland), who was illustriona by the courteay 
of that Honse." The Duke of Cumberland rose to order; he had not aaid 
one word to call for ouch an attack. The Lord Chencellor said, tho illus. 
trious duke ..... moat diaordorly in calling him to order on tha aeore of 
hoving addreased the illustriono duke. He had • right to addeees anyone 
of their lordships. He had exercised the right of addressing the members 
of the other House for twenty years, and, pi .... God, he would continue 
to e>:ereiee thot right .. regarded thoir Iorohipe.-Ha ... ard. 

Vituperation.-Lord Brougham was no more backward in exercising 
his vituperative powers, when occupying the dignified -position of Lord 
Chenee\lor, then he had hcen in other stagee of his ..... er. A groaa 
inetanee occurred in July, 1832, in his comparioon of Sir Edward Sugden 
(afterwarde Lord St. Leonard'B) to .. bug. ' Sir Edward had moved in the 
Rouae of Commons for an inquiry into certain matters in which the Lord 
Chancellor was concerned, and the latter thus referred in the other House 
to the subject &n.d the mover: ff My lords, we have all read that it is this 
heaven.born thirst for infOrmatiOD. and ita invariable concomitant6-a. 
aelf-dierogarding and candid mind-that most diatingnishea men from the 
lower auimaIa; from tho crawling reptile, from the waap that atingB, and 
from tha ""'p that fain would but cannot Btiug :-dietingoieh .. no, my 

• The itaJ.ioe are Lord Brougham's .. 
t In Brougham's U Political Philosophy:' Part m. 
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101Us. not cmly from the inseot that crawls and .tings. but from that mure 
powerful because more oflu1l8iv8 creature, the bug, whjch, powerful and 
oftenaive as it is, after allis butvemrln. Yes, lea1, it is this laudab1epro .. 
pensity upon which humanity juot1y prides itoolf .... hich. I hoTe no doubt. 
ool.ly in1Inen.ed the leemed gant1eman to whom I alIud. to seek for 
information ... hich it .. ould be cmol to otingily gratify!' -On another 
oc ... ion. the MarquiS of Londonderr;r hoving ... UBed the Chan.ellor of 
.... rtiog to vituperation. WIllI met with the ",ply: .. Th. noble lord .. ;ys 

. thet I am particularly fond of vituperation. I am not p.on. to • vitu· 
peratiTe .tyle of argument. The noble lord is • penon of that eort thot 
if you .. ere to bray him 10 a mortar yon could not bray the prejudi .... out 
of bim." 

Seal :I!'ishiDg.-Bronghom hod been vor;y oongoin. in his oppoeition 
to tho bill fo. repealing the Navigation La .... in 1849. and ..... deeply. 
mortified .. h.n it paaoed both Houoee. .. Whil. the bill ..... dependiog." 
ea;ys Lord Oampbell ... I hoppened to eall upon him one morniog. in 
Grafton Street. to talk to'him about a Scotch appeal. and ..... abown ioto 
his libmry. Ha soon reahed 10 very eagerly. hut ouddeuly stopped abort, 
exclaiming' Lord ble .. mel is it you P They told me it .... Stou!ey! 
And notwithetandiog his acClUltomed frank end eourteeus manne •• I hod 
80m. di1Iioulty 10 fi:Ong his attention. In the OTOniog I etcpped acroea 
the Honse to the OppOllition benoh, ... here Broughom and Stanley ........ 
a:tting next each oth ••• and. addreos:iog the latte. in the hearing of the 
forme •• I said •• Hae onrnoble end leemM friend told you the dioeppoiot. 
ment ho eu1rered this morniog P He thought h. hod • visit from th.. . 
leod •• of the l'rotootionisto to ofte. him the great eeal. end it turned out 
to be only Oampbell come to bore him about a' poiot of Scotch la .... • 
Broughom: • Don't miod ... hot Jack Oampbell .. ye; he h ... preaeriptiv& 
privilege to telllieo of all Chaneallore deed and living! Many jok ........... 
oirculated againet Broughom on this occuion. A f .... daye aft •• his great 
epeoch. I m;rsolf heard Lyndhurst eay to him,' • Broughom. he.. is .. 
riddle fo.;ron. Why doe. Lord Broughom kno ... 80 much about th .. 
Navigation La ... P Answer: B .... uoo ho hae been .. long eugagad in 
tho Seal fishery ... • . 

Volatility.-At • Mansion Honea dioner 10 1850 to promote the 
oontemplated Great Exhibition of the following yea •• Lord Stou!ey mod .. 
an alInsion to Lord Brougham ( .. ho ..... abeent) .... his noble and leemed 
hut aom.whot volatile fri.nd." For this Lord Broughom took him tc> 
took on the following .vaniog 10 the HoUBO of Lords. 116yiog. among other 
thioga ... Volatile means ftighty; hut I. to _ • epeech mad. in my 
pruenee in the Bouse of. Lords. have never tloW1l to the House of 14&101'8." 
Lord Stanlsy. 10 reply •• xp ..... d his regret that he hod .. cuioned dis. 
qui.tude to .. his noble and leemed and very graft and discreet friend." 
but juotilled the expreeoion h. hod UBed on the previous eveniog. .. In 
point,» said he t fI of BCutene88, activity. npidity. and pungency, eal
volaWe ;. nothing ... h.n compBled with my noble and ill6med friend. 
You may put • atopper of glaee or lsath.r on that ethereal .... n ... but 
I defy any human po...... evan that of m7 noble end leemed fri.nd 
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hiuiaelf, to put ..,.y stopper, eith .. of glass, or Issth.r, or any other 
material, over the activity, ing.nuity, and pungency of his mind." After 
some furth.r bantering remarks, Lord Stanl.y oxpressod a hop. that the 
long tn.ndahip hetween him •• 1f and Brougham would not he distorbed 
by the phrase h. had nsed; and the latter replied in • similar strain. 
The interlud. provoked much laughter. _ 

Smelling Bottle for a P .... liamentary Antagonist.-()hsrl.~ 
Williams W~ for ma.nyyeara the "father" of the H01l88 of Commons .. 
who from his youth npwards had hean the great oracl. of parliam.ntary 
law, delivsred an opiDion in the Ho .... on • question of privilege. 
OOI!trerr to Brongham' .. fortifying his position with many precedents 
and .. f ... nc .. to the JonmaIs. Lord Campbell relatee the incident,811d 
the complim.nt Brougham paid to the learned memher, winding np with 
the statement that .. In chort, he is • man whose devotion in this respect 
can only he equalled by that of a learned ancestor of his (Speak.r 
Wi1lliuns, temp. Car. II.), who having fainted from excessive toU and 
fatigue. a smelling-bottle was called. for, when one, who knew much 
bettef the remedy adapted to the ease. exclaimed. I For God's sake bring 
him an old black.letter Act of Parliam.nt, and I.t him smell thet!' I 
cannot h.lp thinking thot, in like manner, if my right hono .... bl. and 
learn.d friend .hould .ver,he attacked in a similar way, the mere smclling 
of a volume of the J onrnals could not fall instantly to revive him." 

Claiming the ThlUld ..... -lt was on .. eaid of Brougham by 
Canning: .. Th. hononrebl. and Issrned g.ntleman having, in the oonrs. 
of his parliam.ntary lif., supported or proposed almost .very speci .. of . 
innovation which could be practised on the Constitution; it was not very 
easy for Mioiste ... to do anything without ... ming to horrow from him. 
Break away in what direction th.y would, wh.th.r to the right or to the 
left. it wos ell alike. • Oh,' eaid the honoUnlbl. gentl.mau, • I waa th ... 
bofore ,on; yon would not have thought of that if I had not given yon 
a hint,' -In the reign of Queen Alma there was a ~ae and- grave critic of 
the name of D.uois, who in his old age got it into his head that h. had 
written ell the good playa which wore acted at that tim.. At last & 

tragedy cam. forth with & mast imposing display of hall and thunder. 
'At the first peal, Dennis .xclaimed, • That is my thund.r!' So with the 
honourable and learned genlileJ}lA1l i there was no noise astir for the good 
of mankind in any part of tha world, but h. instantly oI&imed it for his 
thunder," 

The B.ight of l'1lblic lIIIeeting.-Th. following remarks w.re 
med. by Lord Brougham in • speech in the Hous. of Loma in 1848: 
"I agree that it is most important for the peace of the country as well 
.. for the liberty of the .ubjeet, for the rights of the Cro ...... well .. 
for the peopl., thet the unqneationably eIl.important right of p.tition 
.hould he as little as may he, and nnI ... wh ... absolute n.cessity requirea 
it, ev.r interfered with; and, my lorde, I hold the right of pnblio 
meeting for discussion to stand in the same position and on tho same 
grounde. Bnt I hold it to he an absolute .... ntial condition to the 
.x.rcise of that right, and to ite existenc.· ... matter of right, thet the 

• 
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m •• ting should be for disc1l88ion &1on.. Wh.rever it ie a mere aeeemblage 
of nnmbers. too large for any poeaibility of disenesion. it becomes an 
ass.mblage of nnmber& m.rely for the display of phyaiea1 fo ..... and can 
only have the intention of ev",,"wing the Government, and of foreing 
measures on the Government and on the Parliament. If people have • 
right to a display of fo.... th.y <an only have the right when that 
fo ... ie ca\led for by the Governm.nt of the country. under the .anction 
of t·he Parliement of the country. Th.refore I have ever held thet 
those m •• tinge that are ca\l.d, wheth.r in England or in Ireland. 
'mcmster meetings' are in themselves essentially illegal They are 
m.re .xhibitiono of phyaiea1 force. and it ie only hy the p .... r&ion of 
language that th.y can b. alf.oted or pretend.d to b. meetingo for that 
whieh becomes an impossibility at -them-discussion. All Dever dream 
of .pea.king. but all. if th.y do !tot droa.m of acting. place themeel ... in 
such & position that, without any will or intention of their OWD, they may 
be driven before they know it into ilI.gal coureeo." 

LORD LYNDHURST. 
(17'1l!-1868.) 

His J'host Appearance ia the CommODS.-1n 1817 Mr. Copl.y 
(efterwards Lord Lyndhuret) w .. returned to eo ... in Parli&ment for 
Yarmouth. in tb. Isl. of Wight. . H. lirst broke silenoe in the House by 
a few observations in support of the practice, now abandoned and uni
versally condemned, of giving rewards to witnesses upon the conviction' 
of offend.rs. " H •.• ntered hie protest against the broed .... mon 
hazarded by an honourable memb.r. that the system of granting rewards 
bed boon productive of grsat eomusion thronghont the conntry. He 
himself." he eaid, • bed been engaged for fonrtesn y .... on the Midland 
Circuit, and bed nsver known • aingl. instanc. to justify sueb • 
atatement. " 

Views and l'%ospecta.-Copley. when Solicitor-Gen.raI, replying 
to • taunt of the Marqnie of Tavistoek during. dehat. on the Blasphemous 
Libel Bill in 1819. aaid. "I wonld ask the nohl. lord on what groundo he 
bringo ebarges ageinst m. for my form.r condnct P Why am I taunted 
with inconsistency P I never, beforo my entrance into this House, 
belonged to any political .oci.ty. or wao in any way connected with 
politi .. ; and .ven if I hed intended to connect myself with any party. I 
confs .. that during my short parliamentary .xperi.nce I have seen nothing 
in the view. of the gentlemen opposite to induce me to join them." 
Lord J: Rnsae1l, in on. of tha pref .... to hie Lif. of Moore, says with 
regard to thie poeaeg.: "I remember sitting by Maekintooh when a grsat 
lawyer, disclaiming from the Treasury Bench all participation in the 
opiniono of the Liberal perty. aaid, • leonid ... nothing to tempt me in 
the viewllI of the gentlemen opposite! 'For NIDI read ptWplltu.' 
whiepered Maekinto.h to m .... 

.a. l'lagiarism.-Ou.mpb.n. in hie life of Lyndhurst. referring to tho 
c.l.brated speach again.t Catholic emancipation delivered in March. 1827. 
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by the Ollbject of his biography-who was at that time Master of the 
Rolls-statce that, at the c!ose of his h ...... gn •• he sat down amidet some 
OOeers and a great deal of tittering. The latter arose from the cireum
stan .. that all the bietorieal facts and arguments which Copley had ueed 
were to be found, nearly in the same order. in a very able pamphlet 
_tly publiehed by Dr. Philpotte. then Prebenda:ry of Durham. Before 
Copley concluded, the plegiariem 11'&0 detected by eevera! membe ... and a 
stanza from a well-1m""" song ..... wbiapered through the Honee 0-

'1 Dear Tom, t.hie brown jag whiah DOW' foams with mild ale, 
Out of which I DOW drink to _ H ... of the Vale, 
WlIoB ones Toby PhiJpotts',n 

A Comparison a.nd .. Contnst.-Lord L1"dburet. heving before 
etroogly oppoeed C.tholic emancipatioo. anpported from the woolseek 
the measure to effect it, when it was brought forward by his colleagues in 
1829. Contreating his spaech in thet y_ with one made in 1828. Lord 
Winchils .. said he !mew of no pare1lcl to the delivery of two snoo speech .. 
by the same man within a year, except the delivery of a woman in a parish 
workhonee in Kent. who was brought to bed of a white baby and a bla<k 
one at a birth. 

l'I'ot Too Old to r.ea.rn..-While advocating a change of policy 
regarding the C.tholice, Lord Chancellor L1"dhuret urged, in reply to· 
objeetionB advanced, thet membere of that body had sat in P.."liament 
after the Reformation, ,without danger to reformed principles. Lord 
Eldon interpoeed with the quemoo, .. Did the noble and· learned lord Imow 
that \eat 1-P" The Chancellor replied, .. I cool ... tbat I did not; but, 
my lords. I have since been prosecuting my studies. I have advanced in 
knowledge; and, in my humble opinion, even the noble and lea.rned lord 
might improve himself in the same way." This sally, says Campbell, set 
the House in a roar, and procured a favourable hearing for the Chancellor 
during tba reot of his speech. 

!'rolld Humility.-In the debate 00 the Reform Bill in the Hou .. 
of Lords in 1831, Lord L1"dburet addre ... d the Honee 00 the fifth and 
last night, and was said to have had a powerful inftuenc8 in increasing 
the majority by which the measure was then rejected. In the conroe of 
hi. speech he alluded .. follo .... to his own origin, and turned the fact to 
oratorical account. He said: "My lords, I owe the situation I ha.'f8 the 
honour to hold in this houee to the· ·generoua kinane.. of my lAte 
sovereign. I cannot boast an il111Strious descent. I have sprong from 
the people. I em proud of being thUB aseoeisted with the descendants of 
those illuatrioUBIl&m" which heve spread lustre upon the history of our 
country. But if I thonght your lordships were capable of heing iIrlIueuced 
by the unworthy m ........ which heve been reaorted to, and tbat you could 
from ncb motives be induced to swerve from your duty on this important 
occasion, when et'orything valuable in our institutions is at stake, I should 
be .. hamed of this dignity, and take refuge from it in the compa.rative 
obaeurity of printe life. rather than mix with men so unmindful of the 
obligetionB imposed upon them by their high Btation and illustrioUB birth." 

uS ' 
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. ~h. Judgment of Solomoia.-Lord Lyndhurst WBB ChaneeiIor On 
the ...... ionofWilliamIV •• when (says Campbell). by an order in oounci]. 
a n .... greet seal ... BB ord.red to he prepared by his Majesty's .hief en. 
gra ... r. but when it WBB finished and an order W8B made for noing it, Lord 
Brougham 'Was Chancellor. Lord Lyndhurst cIaim.d the old great eeal 
on the ground that the transactions must he ref.rred hack to tha date of 
tha first ord.r, and that the fruit mnot therefore he considered BB haviDjr 
follen in his tim.; while 'Lord Brougham insisted that the point of time 
to he reg,\rd.d woe the moment whon the old greet seal COBBcd to he the 
"clavis rogni/' ,and that there was no exception to the general rule. The 
matter heing snbmitted to the King; BB supreme judge in such CBS", his 
M&j~y equitably sdju~ed. that the old greet seal should he divided 
hetween ihe two noble and learned litigants. and, .. it consisted of two 
parto for making an impression on both sid.. of the wax appended to 
letters patent-one representing the Sovereign on the throne and the oth.r 
on hors.back-the destiny of tho two parts respecti .. e1y should hed.ter. 
mined by let. His Majesty's judgment ..... much applauded, and h. 
gracionoly ord.red each part to he eet in • spl.ndid silver salv.r. with 

. appropriate device and ornaments, ... hich h. preeented to the late and 
present keepers of his conscience 88 a mark of his personal respect fOr 
th.m: The c.remony of breaking or .. dsmaaking" the old greet acal 
consists iu the Soyereign giving it a gentle blow with a hammer, after 
which it i. supposed to b. broken. and bas lost all its virtu •. 

Gratori.a.! Preparation and Delive1'7.-Lord Lyndhurst once. 
remarked to a fri.nd, .. Brougham .. yo thai h. prepares the greet 
passog .. in hi. sp.ech .. ; and. h. w ...... th.m· with wond.rful d.xterity 
into the extempore portions. The Beams are never apparent. I am not 
able to parfOrID th.t doubl. oparation. Suoh an elfort of .. erbal memory 
1Vould interfere wit.h tha free .'.lOise of my mind upon the parto which 
were Dot prepared. My practice is to think my subjeot over and over to 
any extent you please; but with the exception of eertain phrases, which 
n.cessarily grow out of the pro .... of thinking, I am ohliged to lea ... the 
wording of my argument to the moment of d.li ... ry." His latest 
biographer (Sir Theodore Martin) records that Lyndhurst. like all greet 
orators. never rose to speak without nervous emotion. although this in no 
way intartcred with his po .... r of thinking as he epoke, and calling into 
play the fittsst langnoge to exprosa what ho thought. He aloe mentione 
in a note that .. Th. lat. Lord nerby. to all appearance the mo.t self· 
p ...... ed of orator., told the late Sir A. Alison that' h. n .... r .... to 
apeak, even in an af'ter-diDner 8S&embly. without experiencing a certain. 
degree of nervous tremor. which did not go off till he warmed to the 
aubjeot!» . ' 

Sent for to I'Ol'Dl a lItinistr,y.-In May, 1832, during the crisis 
on the Reform Bill. Lord Lynclhnrst ... a •• ent for by the KinK to form a 
Mini.try. and censulted his fri.nd. Wollington and P.eI ou the subject, 
but they. with other prominent nlcmbera of the part.y, declined to act at 
the moment. "Peel said, with a tone of concentrated resolutioD, that he 
eould not and would not h.vo anything to do with the s.ttl.ment of tho 
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Reform quest.ion. • • Public men should maintain a character for 
consisteuc-y and disinterestedness, which ha would for ever forfeit if, 
a second time, he were on any pretence to act, over again. anythiDg like 
his psrt in tho Catholic question."-Croker P"I' ..... 

An Octogen_'s Speech.-Lord Campbell, who w .. h7 no 
means prejudiced in favour of Lyndhurst, ·writes in hie life of him: U By 
one motion which he made, wholly UIlconnected with pa.rty. be a.equired 
immense eclat. This was for the appointment of a ssloct committee to 
inquire into the claims of Boron de Bode. He wu·now turned of 80; ho 
_ obliged to oopport himoolf on a walking .. tick while ho spoke, and ho 
'Was nearly blind. But his voice was strong, articula.te, and musical, his 
arguments Incid, his reaooning ingeniODO and plausible, and he displayed 
a power of memory which at any age would have appeared almost miraeu .. 
lone. • • This w .. the moot wonderful elfort of a public speakor I ever 
witnessed in my time. He had &. very bad case, yet he not only riveted 
tho attention of all who heard him, bnt enliated their sympathiee on his 
:aide." 

Bejection of Money Bills by the :Lords.-On the 21st of May, 
1880, the Nestor of the House of Lords, IS he wail styled, then in his 88th 
year, delivered along and able speaeh against the .. cond reading of the 
Bill for the Repeal of the Paper Dnty. He thus maintained the right of 
the Lorde to reject a monoy bill: .. I do not dispnte-nor can it be for a 
moment disputed-th&t we have no right whatsoever to amend what is 
called a money bill We have, moreover, no right whatsoe'Ver to originate 
a bill of that natura. But that principle does not apply to the rejection of 
money bills. I ta.ko leavo to ... y that there is not an instance to he found 
in which the House of Commons bas controverted our right to reject 
money bills. • • My lords, .. I oaid I would confine myself to this 
<;)UCBtion of privilege, I will only further obsorve that the illusions-
perheps I may ... y the delusions-ereatad by the introduction of tho 
Budget aeem ~ have paaaod away, and we bave learned that, although 
brilliant eloquence has charms, yet. like otller seductions, it is not without' 
ita dangers. Tho same schemes may bear the impress of genius, of impm .. 
dence, of rashness. Balis eloquentim •• apientias parum, is not an irre • 
.concilable combination.". 

National Sa.£ety IIoIlcl its Cost.-In July, 1859, when the pnblic 
mind ..... agitated by the French war in Italy, and the announcement of 
tho projected annexation of Savoy to France, Lord Lyndhnret addressed 
the House of Lords on our continental relAtions, and said: u Self.relianC8' 
is tho best road to distinction in privata life. . It is equally e ... ntial. to 
tho character and grandeur of a nation. It will he neeessary for our 
.defence that we should have a military force sufficient to cope with any 
Fower or combin&tion of Powers that may be brought against us. The 
.queation of the money expense sinks into ,insignificance. It is the price 
we must pay for 0111" ineurau.ce. aud it is but & moderate priee for 80 

important an insurance. 1 know that there are persons who will Bay, 'Let 

• See lb. Gladstone'. II Gigantio Innoya.tion." 
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111 nm the risk,' Be it so. But, my lords, if the calamity ahould come, 
if the ocmftagration ahould take place, what words can de .. riho the oxtent 
of the calamity. or what imagination can paint the overwhelming ru.in that. 
would fall upon 111 P I Bhall he told, perhops, thet these are the timid 
COQQBBIo of old age. My lords, for myeelf, I ahonld run no risk. Per. 
aonally, I have nothing to fear. But to point out powble peril, and how 
to guard elfectively ageinat it, that is ..... Iy to he considered, not as. 
timidity, but aa the dictatea of wisdom and prudenc.. I heve confined 
myoelf to facta thet cannot be diaputed. I think I heve confined myaelf' 
also to inferences which no man can successfully contravene. I hope
what I heve aaid baa hoen in accordance with ,.our feelinge and opinione. 
I ahall terminate whet I heve to .. ,. in two emphetic words, V .. .n.u.1-
words of solemn and most significant impon." 

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 
(1769-1852.) 

First App_ces of WelJiDgtoa _d Castlereagb.-Sir 
Jonah Ba.rrington. in his n Historio Memoirs of Ireland," wrote: It My 
penona! acquaintance with the Duke of W ollington originuted eoci. 
dentall,., Boon afte. I commencod public life. In 1793, when I .... in 
high "pute, moat p_rous at the bar, I ooeaaionall,. geve large dinners. 
At one of thoBe parti .. , Sir J oha Parnell brought with him, and intro
duced to me, Captain We1Ieole,. aud Mr. Stewart, two ;young memhe .. (of 
the Irish Parlinment). Captain Arthur Wellesley bed, in 1790, heen . 
rIItnrnod to Par!iauient for Trim, oounty Meath, a borough unde. the 
patronage of hia brotbar, the Earl of Mornington. He .... then rudd,.. 
faced, and juvenile in appO&rllllce, and .. tha. popular among the;young men 
of hia age and .lation. He ooeaaioually .pok. in Parliament, but ovinced 
DO premiae of thet unpare1Isl.d cel.brity and splendour which h. baa since 
.. ached. Mr. Stewart (afterwarde Lord Caatleroagh) w .. the son of .. 
country gentleman. generally accounted & very clever man, in the north of 
Ireland. H. began hia career in the House b,. & motion for a committe. 
to inquire into the .. p .... nlation of the people, with the ulterior object of 
... form in Parliam.nt. H. mode .. good speech, and bed & majority. 
At the period to which I allud., I f.ol oonfident that nohod,. could heve 
prodioted that on. of thoae ,.oung gentlemen would heeome the most celo· 
hroted general of hia ..... and the oth •• the Minister of England. How. 
ever, it ill ob .. rvahle thet to the peroona! intimae,. of thoao two indi'fiduola 
the,. owed their el.vation. Sir Arthur Wallesl.y n.ver would heve hed 
the chief oommaud in Spain. hat for the minieterisl aid of Lord Castle
reagh; &Ild Lord C .. tl .... gh could n.ver heve. otood hia ground as .. 
M.inister but for Lord Wellington's successes." .... ,~.l! 

J: .... q l'rivolity,-Aa VDfaI1Il1ec1l'Hcliotion.-" I remembar," 
laid Lord Pluuk.t, "b.ing on .. committee. with him. Th. duke (then 
Captain Well .. le,. or Wesl.y) wao, I recollect, pl .. ;ring with on. of th .... 
to,.. call.d qui..... the whole tim. of f·h. eitting of the oommittee."
Thia trait of the duke ( .. marb Lord J, Rnaosll in hia "Memoiro of 
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Moore") ooincid .. perfectly with all thet I ha ... ever heard about this 
great ....... '. apparent frivolity at thet period of his life. Luttrell, indeed, 
who is about two years older than the duke, and who lived ou terms of 
intimacy with all the Castle men of tho .. daye, has the conrage to 011'11, 

in the face of all the duke'. p""",nt glory, thet often, in speoulating on .. 
the futuro fortnn .. of the young men with whom he lived, he has .. id to 
himself, in looking at Wellesley'a _t face, .. Well, let who will get,on 
in this world, you certainly will not! ., 

!l'n.lIic in Irish :Boroughs.-In the .. Civil Correspondeuoa and 
Memoranda of the Duke of Wellington" dnring the tim. when he 11'88 Sir 
Arthur Wellesley and Chisf Secretory for Ireland (1807 to 1809), the 
following passages, among others of similar nature, show the way in which 
Par1iamentory borougha we .. at thet timo doalt with as politioal oounters. 
Sir Arthur writ.. to the Right HOIL CharI .. Long: .. Peunef&ther haa 
promised us the refnes1 of Caahell, but ha has not stated his terms. We 
ahall have Athloue, I believe, but I have not yet ... n Jnatice Day. 
W yune has erranged for Sligo with C&nning; I don't know whether it is 
the Secretory of State or not. Lord PortarJington is in Eugland, and the 
agent who aettled for thet borough upon the 1est general election was Mr. 
Pernell. We have no chance with him, and it would be hast to &rr&Dge 
the matter with Lord PortarJington. - I heard he .. thet he hod 80ld the 
rsturn for six y .... at the 1est election, and if thet ehould be trna, of 
oo1ll'8e we ahall not get it now. I have written to Roden, and have 
desired Henry to settle with EDDjskillen. The former is in Scotland, the 
latt<>r in London. I have deeired Lord H. to .end to Lord Cherleville 
about Carlow. Tell Henry to make me acquainted with the price of the 
day." And again: .. I have written to Henry (Wellesley) about a &eat 
for myself; of course I should not wish to pay much money for one. A. 
....... has offered me a .eat for Wallingford; let me know who .hall 
be returned for it. Names for the following borougha: C .. hell, Trslee, 
Euniskillen; Athlone, _DIy. Tell Lord Palmeraton to give me his 
interest for Sligo, and desire his agent, Henry Stewart, to do as I order 
him." .. I have thought it advisable to encourage Mr. Croker to 
perseve ... t Downpatrick. H. has promised allegiance, and all that 
he reqnirsd 11'88 • BUm of 20001. to carry on the conte.t, and I have, 
by the duke'. advice, promised to supply it." 

l'irat Appe_ce in the Kouse of :r.ords.-The Duke of 
Wellington took his 88at in the HoU88 of Lords for the first time on the 
28th of June, 1814. II Hansard" recorda that a coDBiderable concourse 
of peraona had aseembled halo .. the her to wiln ... his grace'. introduc. 
tion, an UDusual number of peers were present, and U below the throne sat 
the Duche.. of Wallington, and the Countass of Mornington, the 
'Venerable mother of the noble duke. His patents of creation as baron, 
earl, marquis, and dllke, were severally read, and occupied a considerable 
timo." The Lord Chancellor (Eldon) addresa&d him, to conv"" the 
th&uke of the Honse for the sernces he had rendered to his sovereign 
and his country, and remarked, Of In the execution of that duty he could 
not .. frain from oa11ing his attention, and thet of the noble lords preoant, 
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to & eireumstance oingular in the history of that H01IBe. that npon hie 
introduction he had gone through' every dignity of the peerage in this 
oountry which it 11'88 in the power of the Crown to beotew." 

'l'he King Dot • GeDtl ........ .-When Lord Liverpool 11'88 

forming hie administration in 1822. he inoisted on the necessity of ot!ering 
the Secret&ryohip of Foreign AJf&i .. to Mr. Canuiug. and impreooed hi. 
opinions on this subject SO strongly upon the Duke of Wellington, that his 
grace. though he had some prejudices of his own to conquer. undertook 
to vanquish tho .. of his Majesty agom.t Mr. Canuiug'. appointment. 
A lady who WB8 an intimate frinnd of George IV •• and at thet moment of 
the duke also. and who ..... th ... &toying at Brighton. told me (writes Lord 
Dalling) that the duke went down to Brighton and held D; interview 
with the Xing. and abe related to me parte of a con_tion which, 
eooording to her. took pl&ce on this occasion. .. Good God. Arthur. yon 
«}on't mean to propo ... to me thet fellow as Secretory for Foreign AJf&ire; 
it is impoBBible 1 I said, on my honour 88 a gentleJll&D, he should IleveJ' 

be one of my ministers again. You hear, Arthur; on my honour as a 
gentleman I I am sure yon will egrea with me that I can't do what I said 
on my honour as 8 gentleman I would not do." fI Pardon me, sire; I don't 
agree with yon at all Your Majesty is not a gentlaman." The King 
.tarted. .. Your Majesty. I ... y." continued the imperturbehle soldier • 
.. is not a gentleman, but the Sovereign of Englend. with duti .. to your 
people far above any to yonreelf; and th_ duties render it imperative 
thet you should at this time employ the abiliti .. of Mr. Canuiug." 
I' Well!" drawing a long breath, "if I must, I must," was finally the 
Xing'. reply. (Lord Da1Iing added. in • nota. thet the accuracy of the 
otery having been dioputed. he had it in scme measure confirmed by Lady 
Palmareton; but he thought that. like most tales of • similar nature. it 
probably had som. fonndotion. although not preoisely .. rrect either Dr 
deteile or date.) , . 

.a. SovereigD lIIIimicldng hill lIIEiDistera.~M:r. Raikes had the 
following from the Duke of Wellington, .. When George IV, eont for me 
to form a nc" administration in 1828, he was then asriouely ill, though he 
.... uld never allow it. I foun4 him in bed, dreesed in a dirty.ilk jacket 
and a turban nightcap, one &8 greasy as the other; for. notwithatanding 
his coquetry about dre .. in public, he ..... extremely dirty and slovenly in· 
private. The first wordo he said to m ......... Arthur. the Cabinet is 
defunot,' and then he began to doacribe the manner in which the late 
Ministers had taken leave of him, on giving in their resignationa. This 
was acoompanied by the moat ludieroll8 mimiory of the voice and maoner 
of .. oh individuel, 80 atrikingl:r like. thet it ..... quite imposeihle to 
refrain from fits of laughter." .1, -, ,) 

~h. l'nmier alao COmmaJ1dttz'oiD·Chief.-'-It is • remarkable 
oircumstance thet the Duke'. ..ceptance of the l'remisrehip did not 
.trike him at lint u incompatible with his retention of the ofti ... of 
Commander-in-Ohief. He thus llIudee to the matter in a u memorandmn 
on Milito.,. Patronage," dated March 13. 1839 ,. In the winter of 
1827.8. Lord· Goderich having reported to Goo"8"! IV. the. the Govern. 
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inent .... defunct, 1 being at that time Oollllll&11der-in-Chiof of the army. 
the King sent for me; and. I conclude for my sins, I ,..... told I was to 
form a Government for his Majeety. 1 .... ded. and wry eholtly after 
the Government ...... formed. it ..... i"limated to .... b!l "'Y oou.agua 
that 1 ought to resign my offioe .. Oommander-in-Ohlof of the anny. 1 
resigned accordingly, &lld Lord Hill ..... recommended to the King to he 
my successor. 1. at the samo time, declared my det.ermiDa.tioD. DeTel to 
interfere from that time in any military &!fair or arrangement, and par. 
ticularlynOt in one of a personal DlItnre,1Ill1eesI shollld he called Upon for 
my ad";c. or ... istanoe by the general commanding the army in chisf, by 
ibe sovereign, or his ministers.'· 

The Duel betwe .... ~ Duke of Wellington .... a the Z ..... 1 
of Winchilse .. -The Duke incurred great odium by the measure for 
Oatholic Emancipation, which he bad formerly opposed. The duel which 
arose out of it is thus referred to in the" Memoir" of the duko, published 
in the Ti"..., .. One episode of the history is too rem .. bble to be· 
omitted. The duke bad heen chosen patron of the new collegiate insti. 
tution in the Strand. which, lIIlder the Jl&Dl8 of King's Oollege, was 
destined to combat the rival eemia&ry in Gower Street. On the dis
.1osure of the ministerial policy, Lord Winchilsea, writiog to a gentleman 

. connected with the new eotahlishment, spob of the dub and· his patron. 
ship in these terms :-' Late political eftllta have con'riuced me that the 
whole transaction wss intended as a bliud to the Proteetant &lld High 
Church party; that the noble dub. who bad for ecme time pre";ous to 
thet period ·determined upon \lre&king in.upon the constitution of 1688. 
might the more effectually. under the cloak of somellutword show of 
Jteal for the Proteet&llt religion, carry on his insidious designs for the 
infringement of our liherties and the introduction of Popery into every 
department of the State.' These expreaaions, coming from such a quartel\ 
appe&red to the duke to call for personal notice. and, after a vain e ... y of 
."P\enations, the Prime Minister of England. attended by Sir Henry 
H&rdiage, and the E .. l of Winchi\eea. attended by Lord Falmouth. met 
in Batte .... Fields ou the 21st of March (1829). in full .... ion. to 
disch&rge loaded pistols at each other On a question eoneerning the 
Protestant religion. The life of the great captain. however. was not 
exposed to danger. Lord Winehilsea-, after receiving the duke'. shot, 
fired in the air, sod then tendered the apology in default of which the 
encounter had oceurred.."-14r. Gleig me~tiona that" when the moment 
for aet.ion aniv&d. it WAR fntlnd that the duke did not possess a case of 
duOlliag pistole.» With reference to this alfair. the Duke of Wellington 

• wrote .. follow8 to the Duke of Buckingham (April 21, 1829), .. Tho 
truth is that the duel with Lord Winohilse& W88 as much pm of the 
Roman Catholic questiOD, and it W88 88 Ilecessary to undertake it. &Jld 
carry it out to the ..tremity to "hich I did 0...,. it, eo it was to do 
everything else which 1 did do to attain tho. obj.et whleh 1 bad in ";ew1 
I was living here for some time in an atmosphere of calumny. If I said 
a word, whether in Parliament or elsewhere. it was misrepresented for 
the purpose of fising upon me ecmegrose delusion or folsshood. Even 
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my converaatioDB with the King were repeated; misrepresented, and 
commented upon; and all for the pnrpoee of shaking the credit which 
the Parliament were inclined to give to wbat I eeid. I am efraid tbat 
the event iteelf .hocked many good m.n; hnt I am c.rtein tbat the 
public intereete at ,the moment required thet I ehould do wbat I did." 
What w .. thought of the matter at the time is ehown in the .. Greville 
Memoire." .. At tw.lve o'clock the duke went to Windeor to tell the 
King .. hat had happened. The King, it eeeme, wae highly pl .... d with 
the alfair, and ha eaid, 'I did not .. e tha letter; if I had, I certeinly 
should have thought it my duty to call your attention to it.' • • -1 
think (continuea Grevill.) the duke ought not to have challeng.d Win. 
cbileea. It wae heneath his dignity; it lowered him. and .... more or 
I ... ridiculone. Lord J e ... y met him coming from Windeor, and spoke 
to him. He said, • I could DOt do otherwise, could I P , " 

An Undesigned Jlll'ect.-Whan (relate. Earl RneaeU) at the 
meeting of Parliament, Nov. Srd, 1830, the Duke of Wellington declared 
that the conetitution of the Honea of Oommone wae perfect. and thet tho 
wit of man could not Ii p";"" have d.vised anything ao good, the generel 
feeling .... one of dismey. The Honee of LoMe, necally 00 calm, sho .. ed 
signa of amazement and perturbation. ,The duke whispered to one of his 
colleagues. II What can I have said which seems to make 80 great a dis". 
tnrbaneeP" n You have announced the fall of your Govemment. that is 
all," replied his more clear-sighted colleague. 

!rhe Government in One lIlIan's Kand.-When the Melbourne 
Ministry .... dismiesed by the King in 1831'. and the Duke of W clIington , 
wae sent for to form a Oabinet, Sir Rohort Peel, on .. hom he chisfly 
relied for aesistan .. , wae absent in Italy. The ammgements conesquently 
made are thus commented upon by Mr. Spencer Walpole, in his URis .. 
tory of England from 1815 " :-" The King made W clIington First Lord 
of the Treasury; he entrneted him with the aea1s of the Home Omce, and 
gave him the aea1s of the two other Sacretariee of Stste.: Thee& arrange
ments virtually placed the patronage and the power of th .. Stste in the honda 
of one man. They .. e .. eeverelyreprobated at the time in the Whig press, 
and afterwards in Parliament, 88 I au unconstitutional ooncentration of 
reeponeibility and power.' The politicisne who used this language hed, 
however, hardly thought out'its meaning. There wae nothing unconstitu. 
tiona! in Wellington aasuming four of the higheet offioee of State at the 
inetanC8 of his king. Thre. of th ... om ... had. in fact, been evolved 
out of one wit.bin hi" own lifAt.ime; and one Seoretary of State was and 
ia t.chnically oomp.tant to _ the bnain ... of all tho oth.... Th. 
one thing whioh was unconstitutional in 18M, OJ' which. in more oorrect 
language. waa oppooed to the practice of tho Oonatitution ..... the dis
miaeal of the Whig Ministry. All that foUo .. ed wae ODiy a corollary to 
thet proceeding. and Whig stateomen .. ould ho ... done .. ell to hove con
fined thsir conau .. to the act, and to have ahstained from criticisinj!: tho, 
arrangements whioh were oODsequent upon it. The genen1 public, 
judging the matt,er more .. curetely, .. e ... merely amneed at the spectscle 
.. hich the duko alforded thom. They aaw the man who hod been the hero 
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<>f their boyhood. who had again become the h.ro of their d.clining yeers, 
driliDg from omce to omce, siping letters. dictating minutae. and die
charging without assistance. the work which it had previously tak.n. four 
busy ministers to p.rform. Instead of blaming Wellington for strainiog 
the Constitution, most people praised him for his industry, and com ... 
mended the singleness of ch&racter which raised alL his actions above 
BUSpiciOD. Wellington had again becom9' the hero of the nation; and the 
nation was grstifiod at the n.w proof whioh ite h.ro wae giliDg of hie 
amazing capacity for work." 

The Premie.. and· the Commons. - Guizot relatae in hie 
II Memoirs of Peel" that on the occasion just mentioDed, when the 
Duke of Wellington was summoned to William IV. at Brighton. the old 
leod.r of the Tori.s gave a great eumple at one. of modesty and pow.r • 
.. It is not to m .... he told the King ... but to Sir Rob.rt Peel thet your 
Majesty must apply to form & Cabin.t; and to him it belonga to dire.t it. 
The difficulty -and the predominance are in the House of OommoDs; the 
leod.r of that House must b. at the heed of the Government. I willeerve 
under him in any post which your Majesty mn.y please to entrost to me." 

A Great C011l1tr:y cannot have a Little Wa.r.-It wae in .. 
speech in Parliament in J anusry. 1838. that tho Duke of W.llington 
made this celebra.ted remark. He said: II My lords, I entreat you, and I 
entrsat the Government. not to forget thet a greet country like this can 
have no such thing .. & little .. ar. Thoy must und.roIand that if th.y 
enter on these operations they must do it on such a scale. and in such & 

IIl&IlIler. and with such determiDation as to the final object. as to make it 
quite certain that th ... operations will en •• ead. and that at the vory 
earliest possible period." 

The Queen's Gove1'DJllent must be Supporled.-Wh.n the 
Corn Laws Abolition Act eame to the Honee of Lords. I ssid to Lyod. 
hurst (writes Campbell) that he was bound to defend it. It No," answered 
he, uthia is mm8Cpssary, for the Duke of Wellington haa secured a 
majority in ita favour. although h. thinka .. badly of it as I should have 
done seven yea1'8 ago. Thus he addressed a Protectionist peer, who came 
to lament to him that he must on this occasion vote against the Govem
mont. having such & had opinion of the bill-' Bod opinion of the bill. my 
lord I You can't ha.ve & worse opinion of it than I have; but it was 
reoommendod from the thron •• it baa p .... d tho Commons by a larg. 
majority, and roB must aU vote for it. The. Queen's Government must be 
supported!'''-The duke wrote to Mr. Croker in Deeember, 1845: 
II Although there is no more sincere well-wisher to the existing com 
law aliding 8es1e than myeelf. and although I have don. and will do 
everything in my power to maintain it. my position· is Dot the Oo)"n 
Law. but it is to maintain a Government in the country. For that I 
have always contended. and always will conteDd." 

Advice to the Kouse of Lords.-In his 8pe.ch on tho s.cond 
reading of the Corn Law Bill in 1846. the Duke of W.llington tbus 
.xp ..... d bima.lf .. to tbo dnty of the House of Lords to set .. ide their 
own OpiniOD, under the eirc1lDlBtanees: II This measure, my ... lords. '1fI8 
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:recomm.nded b,. the speech from the thron., and it bas hoen passed b,. • 
lhajorit,. of the HOD80 of Comm0D8, consisting of more than half the 
memhoJ'8 of that hou... But m,. nobl. fri.nd (Lord Stanl.y) 88id that 
that vote is inconsistent with the original vote giv.n b,. the same House 
of Commons on this same question, and inconsistent with the supposed 
views of the conotitnenta by whom they were el.cted. But, my lords, I 
think that is not 8 subject which this house can take into ita eonsideration 
-for. first, we can heve no aeCDJ'8te knowledge of ths fact; and, secondly, 
whother it b. the fact or not, this .we kno:", that it is the H0D88 of 
()ommone from which this bill comea to us. We know by the vot.. thet 
it baa been p .... d by a majority of the H .... of Commono i we know 
thet it is recommended by the Crown; Blld we know that if we should 
:rejeot this bill, it is a bill which. baa hoen agreed to by the other 'two 
branchc. of the Legiolatnre, and that tbe HOD88 of Lords slB!lde alone in 
l'ojeeting this measure. Now that, my lords. is a situation in which I 
have frequentl,. etated to1Our lordshipe you .. ght not to stand. It is 8 

position in wlrleh you cannot stand, beC8~ you are entirely powerless ; 
without the House of Commone and the Crown the Houee of Lords can 
do nothing. You have TR8t influence on . public opinion, you may have 
great confidence in your own principles, but without the Crown or the 
House of Oommons you can do nothiDg-till the connection with tho 
Crown and the House of COmDlOllB is revived, there is an end of the 
functions of ths Houss of Lords." 

PlaiD :Lo.ngu"lle.-Sir Henry Taylor relat.. in bia .. Autobio
graphy" that, a diplomatic dispute heTing occurred in connection with' 
ChiD&, in 1!Wl. the Duk. of Wellington was l.d by certain pap.rs to 
apeak in the House of Lords on the subject. .. His speech was d.livered 
without Blly of the heaitation and repetition which haT. been usual with 
him. and was ardent. masterly. and impressi... • . CherI .. GreTillo 
8&W the Duk. soon after. and. expreBOing the pleasure he bed felt. in 
zeading his sp.ech. add.d that. how.ver. many of the party we .. TOrr 
angry with it; to which the Duk. replied, • I know the,. .... Blld I don't 
., ... a damn. I have no time not to do what is right.'.. Mr.Grevill. 
1'elatea the same in his U Memoirs!' 

Pllblio B1l8me.. ....4 .Gentlemen's .. Feelings. "-When the 
Duke of W .llington bed made hie arrangementa for, a Ministry, in 
January. 1828. Mr. Crok.r had an intervi.w with him. and thus wrote, 
.. H. eteted how he was b ... t and plagued with. importunitise and 
:rem0D8tranc .. , and oompared himeelf to a dog with a canister tied to hie 
tail, •. Th .... • h. said. pointing to a formidsble heap of green bags and 
red bo_ •• th.re is the busin ... of the eonut.,.. :which I have not time to 
look at.-all m,. tim. b.ing employed in 888ueging what gentlemen oaIl 
their !88littg.. In short, the folly and 1UlI'088OIl&bleueea of people ars 
inconceiva.ble. " 

Wellington .... 4 l'ahn81'IIton.-In a dcbalA! on the eonduot of the 
war in the Orim .... in May. 1865. Lord Ellenborough raIetad the follow-
ing Blleodote to the HOU80 of Lords. in depreciation of Lord PalmersteD, 
who .... then at the heed of affairs, .. I .. eollso. sitting by the side of 
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. tho Duke of W olliDgton in tho H01lOO of Lords, during tho 
difficulty betwe01l him and Mr. Huskisson, which led to the resi 
a portion of tho gentlemon forming the Governmont. Tho Duke 

. Wellington was snddonly ealIod out of tho ho ..... and whon ho returned 
he said to mo •• Thot .... Palmoreton who wanted to ... mo, to tell me if 
Huakiason went he mnst go too.' Tho duke eontinued, • I said nothing ; 
it was not for me to fue great guns at small birds."J 

Cha.racteristics at His Speeches.-In tho HODSO of Lords (wrote 
tho Pi ..... ) .. the duko was a regular attendant, and not uofzequontly .. 
spoakor, but the joumals of thot august body sapply tew testimoniea of our 
hero's excellence. His opiDions and votes, excepting when his natural CODa 

aervatiam had not yet been sufficiently influenced by preasare from 
without, were rarely otherwise than 801lDdly given, but his motivee were 
oftoa imperfectly expressed. It hea been said thot 8 collection of Crom
well's speeches woald make tho moo nonsensical book in the world. and 

. though such a remark is certainly DOt warranted by the .orations of 
WeJ1iDgtOn, yet on this point a .ortain ""semblance is discoverable 
between tho two great soldiors. The duke allowed himoolf in addressing 
tho HODSO to be carried awey, not perhepeby hie foe1ings. but by the 
impetne of a deli .. ry whi.h. without being either lluont or rapid, 11'80 

eingolarly emphetic . and vehement. He mogni1ied hie own opinions in. 
order to impress them upon his hearers. If he recommended. as he did 
with great alaerity. a vote of thanks to an Indian genoral, tho campaign. 
W80 alwayo ,tho moet brillisnt he had over known;' if ho wished to 
stigma.tise a disturbance of the peace. it was something transcending
• anything be had ever seeD in aU his 8qerience,' though 8llch .. quality 
coald hordIy be predieoted of any disordo .. und~r tho OUD. Tho duke 
could appreeiate events with lInfNHng mcety, but he failed in the 
capacity to doecribe thom, and of Jate yeare hie epee.hee, whero they we ... 
Dot tautology. were often contradictions. Nor eould the failing be trace
able to age alone, for it w80 obeerTed, though in 8 leea degrea, during tho. 
earlier etagss of hie earoer, and is the more romorkoble from tho contrasl 
presented by· hie deopef;ch..... . • 

A lIIilitary St7le.-Maeaalay (aeyo Trevelyan) .... foud of 
repeating an answer mado to him by Lord <lUm!ndon in tho year 1829. 
The young men were talking over the sitlJAtion. and Ma.caul&y e:l.p~ 
.,uriooity .. to tho termo in which the Duke of Wellington woald rocom
,mend the C&tholic Relief Bill to the PeEt", U Ohl " said the othorl .. i~ 
will be eea1 enough. He'll 881. • My lords! Attention! Right .oboul. 
,face! March!' II This military-style of the duke was burlesqued. in veri 
,similar words, some ye&l'B later in the "BOD Gaultier Ballads." , . 

A BI11Jlt DeniaL-In 1842 • petitiou from the farm.", of Essex 
..... p .... nted to tho House of Lords by Lord Western, who said the' 
agricaltura! body had been d.cei",J by Sir Robert PeeL This efiotement 
was &t once denied by the Duke of Wellington, who said, in his ebaraco: 
teriBtic :m&DDer ... The noble lord should have wa.ited for the opportunity 
of 8tating the when, and the where. and the how. and in what words my 
right honouraulo frieud hea deceived tho public. But, my lords, I deny . 
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the fact; and, as form&lly and emphatically as the noble 10M hae stated it, 
I.y it is not trme; and that's the end of it." 

.. Down to the House "in his :r.ut Daya.-The lobby of the 
o House of Lords was sometimes, in the Duke's last yearB, the resort of 
persolll\ who had travelled far to catch. sight of him. His well.mown 
habit, even in the feeblene .. of eighty years, was to be driven daily from 
Apsley House in a cabriolet, &I1d, after remaining in the Lords' chamber a 
ahort time, he would retnrn .. he eame. One day, during the International 
Exhibition of 1851,. portyof American gentlemen had gathered round 
the lobby, in eager expectation of the reappea.rance of the duke, who, 
they were informed, was within the honse. Not many minutes had passed 
-when he was seen adVlUlCing down the narrow p88S8ge to the outer 
porch. He tottered as he walked, almost swaying from side to side; and 
88 he reached the porch the Americans, soma half dozen in number, took 
off their hate and pre .. ed forward to within two or three yards. The 
duke'. coming and going were not 1lB1IaIly noticed by anyone with 
formality, nor did he, as • rule, ... m to remark things near him, hie eye 
apparently being intent OD something far away-reminding an obsener 
of how it might have looked, for instance, when detecting the weak 
point in Ma.rmont's evolutioDS at Salamanca. But that distant sight, 
nevertheless. took in everything passing around, and on this occasion the 
duke paused for. moment, Bppsrently interested by the unll8118l although 
silent demonstration before him, and he slowly raised. forefinger to hie 
forehead in BDBWering salute. In. few .. conda he had entered hie cab 
unassisted, and was driven .way. The party present .. emed to think' 
a cheer might be an impertinence i but immediately the duke had gone, 
the feeling of the apaotators broke forth. .. There," asid one of the 
Americana to an English gentleman who had been chatting with them, 
and informing them 88 to the men and things aroUDd, n there-we have 
eeen the Exhibition, but we wanted still more to see the Duke. It was 
worth coming all the. way.". The duke's eystemAtic visits to the Houee 
of Lonlo terminated only by hie d .. th, in the following year. ' 

SIR ROBERT PEEL. 
(178S-18S0.) 

Patielloe Wanted.-Peers first .ppearance. in the HOUBB of 
Oommon. were not very promising.. They were thus alluded to .t the. 
time by the writer of ... tire entitled" The Last Will and T .. tament of 
8 Patriot :"-"Igi.e Bnd bequ .. th my patience to Mr. Robert P .. I; he 
will want it all before he becomes Prime Mini.ter of England; but in the 
event of euch a oontingency, my patience is to revert to the people of 
England, who will stand sadly in "'sot of it." • ' 

Jlarl¥ Training for the Sellate.-It is narrated in Peel's 
fC Memoirs U that, eoon after he was born, If hie father, the first barone~) 
lInding himself rising daily in wsallh and consequence, and believing 

• The oompiler of thie book "'u &D. 81e-witnea of the aoene. 
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that mon." in th .. e peeuliar de:re could alwa:re command a Beat in 
Parll.m.nt, d.termined to bring his BOD up expreaal" for the Hou .. of 
Commons. Wh.n that BOn waa quite a ehild, Sir Rob.rt would frequentl" 
aet him on the tabl., and "'" 'Now, Robin, make a apeech, and I will 
give :ron this ch.rry! What f ... worda the little fellow produced were 
applauded; and applanae, atimnlatiDg. exertion, produced snch .If.cta 
that, before Robin waa ten yeara old, he could reall" oddreaa tha compao" 
with BOm. d.gree of eloquenc.. As ho grew up, his fa",.. constantl" 
took him every Sunday into his private room, and made him 1'epeai;, B8 

.... 11 .. h. could, the sermon which hod been preached. Little progreaa 
in elf.ctiog this wali mode, and little .... expected at fir"; but b"8taad,, 
pe1'8evoranC8 the habit of attention grew powerful, and the sermon waa 
reposted almost verbatim. When at a v.ry distant da" the •• nator, 
remembering accura.tely the speech of an opponent,8oDBwered his argu
ments in correct Buccession. it was little known that tlie power of so 
doing was originall" acquired in Draytou church." 

A l'aternal Caution.-An an.edote which I have from good 
authority (wrote M. Guizot) would give reason for b.lI.ving that Sir 
Rob.rt Peel hod been long and natorall" incllued to the tend.ncy to 
which h. yielded when, aftar having be.n a stnbbom Coneereativ., h. 
b.cam. an ard.nt reform.r. It is said thot in 1809, wh.n h •• ntered the 
Hona. of Commons, his father, old Sir Rob.rt P •• l, went to Lord Liver
pool and said to him, II My SOD, you may be sure, is a young mIlD. of rare 
talent, and will on. de" pia" an important part; but I know him w.ll; at 
bottom his tendenei .. are Whig. If w. do not immedi&tel" enlist him in 
our ranks, he will escape from us; give him something to do, he will 
ee .... "ou ... 11. but "OD must maim snre of him without de!&y." 

Fathel!' and SOll.-On the appointment of & committee to inquire 
into the state of the Bank of England and the reanmption of eash pa,,
m.nts, in 1819, P.el .... chooen eheirman, and in that capacity h. bronght 
up the report, and proposed the resolutions it embodied. rc Ris speech," 
writes Fr&1lcis in his n Critical Biography of Peel," Ie was heralded by 
one of those drama.tio incidents which are so rare. in our publio proceed
ings; rare, perh.a.ps. because they really exercise so alight an influence on 
the conduct of our pubUo men. Hia father, Sir Robert Peel, in presenting 
" p.tition from m.rch&lltB of the City of London ageinst the proposed 
change in the currency laws, alluded to ~e relative posiUons of himself 
and his BOD with reapect to tho quOBtion. Speaking with much .motion, 
but with the unpretending fraokneee which marked his parllam.ntary 
conduct. he said: • To~night I shall have to oppose & very near and dear 
relative. But while it is my own sentiment that I have a duty to perform, 
I .. ap.ct th ... who do theirs, and who eonsider that duty to b. paramount 
to all other considerations. I hove m.ntioned the name of Mr. Pitt. M" 
own impreBBion is eertainly a. strong one in favour of that great man. 
All of DB have some bi .. , &Ild I always thought him the first man in the 
country. I well remember, when the near and dear relative I have alluded 
to .... a chUd, I obeerved to .. m. fri.nde that the m&ll who discharg.d 
his dut" to his country in the mann.r Mr. Pitt hod done, ..... the man of 
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all the world to be admired. and the most to be imitated; and I thought 
at that moment that if my life. and that of my dear relative. should he 
spared, 1 would one day present him to hia country to follow in the same 

'path. It is very Datura! that such should be my wish, and 1 will only 8&y 
further of him. that, though he is devisting from the proper path in this 
instance. his head and hourt are in the right plaee, and 1 think thoy will 
soon recall him to the right way! The son did not p888 unnotieed this 
allusion of hia father. At the cIoee of an able and powerful opeoeh. in 
whish he explained hia own resoons for a chango of opinion. and tho 
general views of tho committee. he said: 'Many other difficnlties p_ 
sented thomse1vso to me in discusoing this qusotion: among them is one 
which ii pains me to oheervo:-l moan the nocesaity 1 am under of 
opposing myself to an authority to which 1 have alwayo bowed from my 
JOUth up, and to which 1 bope 1 shallalwayo continue to bow with 
dalerenee. My exense is now. thot 1 have a great public duty imposed 
upon me. and that. whatever may be my private feelings, from that duty 
I must not; shriDk.~" 

Peel'. Challenge to O'ConnelL-In Auguat, 1815, in conse. 
quence of lOme e"llrOBBions used by the great agitetor at • public meeting. 
a hostile correspondence took place between Peel (then .. Irish Secretory) and 
O'Connell, which, however, ended without a hostilfil meeting .. O'Connen 
.... arrested. and bound to keep tho psace within tho kingdom; they then 
a,,_ed to go to the Continent, but p·Connall ..... again plaeed undor 
arrest on reachiug London. 1II.acGhee ""YO mush controverey occ .... d 
relative to thia a.lfair. and he ooujecturee that oeme friendly Argus Impt' 
the police on the qui ~" •• to prevent tha shedding of valuable blood; but 
the fact is that no ... ret was mode in tho Irish newspapers of O·Connall'. 
movements and intentiona, and the notice of the authorities was neces .. 
ssrily drawn to the matter. It W88 with referen.e to this &lfair that Lord 
Norbury indulged in • jest at O·Connall'. exp .... a shurt timo after. 
wards. O'Connell ..... addreesing hia lordship,. who 888med to pay 
but indift'enm.t attention to what he w~ saying. If I am afraid, my lord:' 
said O'OoDDell, pausing in his argument, If that your lordship does not. 
approhend me." U I beg your panion/' replied the faeetioua judge, U I 
do perfootly; and, indeed, no on. is more easily apprehended than Mr. 
O'Oonnell, when he wishes to be.1I 

.. What ie • Pound? "-In suPl!orting hia resolutions on tho ..... 
rency in 1819, Peel said: U The main question is this. Can we go on. 
&alely withont a standard of value P All the wiln ..... exemined by the 
""mmittee agreed that we conld not, except one, a Mr. Smith; who, on 
being asked if there .honld be no atandard, said he wonld retain tho 
'pound! Upon being further asked, Whet is a pound P ha said it wea 
difficnlt to explain, but that there woe no gentleman in England who did 
not Imow what a pound..... He added thet a pound ..... a .tandard 
which hod existed in this oountry eight hundred years-three hundrecl, 
years balore tha introduotion of gold coin I. I conf ... D (continued Mr. 
Peel) .. that 1 can form no ides of a pound or a shilling, .. d.teched from 
" dofurlte quantity of tho precious motals. . I have the """'e diffi.nltiee to 
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encounter as had Ma.rtinus Seriblel'llB in following-the metaphysical speen. 
lations of hi. tutor, the philosophic Oramb.. Being asked if he could 
form an idea of a univel'8a.l man, he replied that he conceived him to be .. 
bight of the shire, or the burgess of a corporation, who represented a 
great numbsr of individuals, but that he eould form no other idea of .. 
universal man. Forther to puzzle him, he was asked if he could not form 
the universal idea of 8. lord mayor. To which he replied, that nover having 
seen bnt one IOl'd mayor, tbs idea of that lord mayor alwaye returned to 
his mind, and that he had therefore greet diJliculty to abstract a lord mayor 
from his gold chain and furred gown; and that, moreover, nufortunately 
the oo1y time he ever saw 8. lord mayor he was on horseback, and that the 
horse on which he rode, consequently, not a little disturbed his imagina. 
tion. Upon this, says the history, Orambs, like the gentlemsn who can 
fonD. an abstract idea. of a. pound, swore that he could frame 8. conception 
of a lord mayor, not only without his horeo, gown, a.nd gold chain, but 
even without statuTe, feature, colour. ba.nds, feet, or any body whateTel'; 
and this, he contended, was the true universal idea of a lord mayor." 

Catholic Bma.ncipation.-On the 5th of March, 1829, Peel plO. 
posed, in the Honse of Oommons, the abolition of the politiea.J and civil 
dis>hilities which weighed upon the Oatholies. Two cruel chargea (relate. 
Guizot) were brought against him-tergiversation snd fear. He repelled 
th3m with candid and high-minded good sense. n I cannot;" he said, 
"purehsse the support of my honourable frienda by promising to adhere 
at all times and at all ha.za:rds, as minister of the Crown, to arguments and 
OpiniODB which I may ha.ve heretofore propounded in thiB House. I reserve 
to myself, distinctly and nnequivoco.Jly, the right of sdapting my conduet
to the exigencies of the moment and to the W8Ilts of the COWltry. This 
h38 been the conduct of all former statesmen, .. t all times and in all coun
tries." And, with regaro to the charge of yielding to intimidation: U In 
my opinion," he said, U DO motive can be more justly branded as igno
minious than th9.t which is uswilly termed cowardice. But there is 0. 

temper of mind much more dangerous than this, though it may Dot he 80 

base; I mean the £8&1' of being thought to be afraid. Base 88 a coward is~ 
t·he man who abandons himself to the fear of being thought & coward dis. 
plays little more fortitude." And when the debate drew near to its close, 
with his heal't torn by the recollections of Canning, which had been so 
often invoked against him, he said, :: The credit belongs to others, and not. 
to me. It belongs to Mr. Fox. to Mr. Grattsn, to Mr. Plonket, to th .. 
gentlemen opposite, and to an illustrious friend of mine, who is now no 
more. . . I was on terms of the most friendly intima.cy with my 
honoura.ble friend down even to the day of hie death; and I say. with 88 

much sincerity of hean 88 man can speak, that I wish he wero now alive 
to reap the harvest which he sowed, and to enjoy the triumph which his 
exertions gained. I would say of him 88 he said of the late Mr. Perceval t 
• Would he were here t<> enjoy the fruit of his victory! '- . 

(Tuque taia a.rmis, D.OB te poteremur, Achille.' JI 

The Preservation of Peace.-Sir Robert PecI anticipated, and at 

• 
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the same time contraverted, the saying, If Peaee at a.ny price," when he 
observed, in reference to t.he foreign policy of the Grey Minietry in 1830: • 
t'No man feels more than I do the immorality of war, and the necessity 
of .voiding the rekindling of ita llames. But peace is not alwa,.. to he 
preserv.d .t the wish of the Govermnent, &lid I doubt the policy of too 
stTong und detarmined. declaration that, at &IIy hasard, the Minietry of 
the country will presorve peace." 

Finality in Beform.-8ir Robert Pe.!, addressing the eloctors of 
Tamworth in 1834. statad th.t he " ..... id.red the Reform Bill a fina\ and 
irrevocable settlement of a great eODstitutional question-a settlement 
which no friend to the peace and welfare of this COUlltry would attempt to 
disturb, .ither by direct or by insidious m ........ 

.. Begister, Begister, Bogistsr !"-Addrs..mg the electors at • 
Tamworth election dinner in Anguet.1837. Sir Rohert Peel said: .. It lIlay 
~be disagreeable. and, indeed. inconvenient to attend to the registration of 
voters which 8IlIlua\ly takes place throughout the country. All this may 
he revolting; but you may depend upon it thet it is hetter you should tab 
that tTouble than thet you should allow the ..... titution to hecome tho 
victim of false frionds. or that you should he trampled under the hoof of a 
ruthlesa democracy. The advice which has been given by some persons 
was, ' Agitate, agitate. agitate!' The advice which I give you is this-
Register, register, register! " , 

An Honourable Distinctil>n.-In a epooch at Merchant Taylors' 
Ball in May. 1835. Sir Rohert Pesl said: .. Gentlemen, will you allow 
mo to recall t" your recallection whet w .. the grand cherge against myaeIf 
-thet the King had sent for the eon of • cotton spinner to Rome. in order 
to make him Prime Minister of England. Did I feel that by auy m08llB a 
refleetion on me P Did that make me at all discontented with the stat" of 
the laws and institutiollB of the <ountry P No; but doee it not make me, , 
.and ought it Dot to make you, gentlemen, do all you ea.n to :reserve to other 
BOns of other eotton .. spinne~ the same opportUDities, by the same system. 
of Iawe under which this country has so long flourished, of arriring by the 
same honourablo means at a like distinction P "-Referring to the nume· 
rona applications he receh-ed for. baronetages. peerages, &c., Sir Robert 
thus wrote to Mr. Oroker in 1841: .. The voracity for th ... thinge quite 
eurpria .. me. I wonder people do not begin to feel the distinction of &II 
unadomed name." 

l'eel'. Denuncia.tioD of Cob"ett.-In 1833, Oobhett moved a 
resolution. the e!feot of which was to pray the King to dismi .. Sir 
Robert Peel from his Privy Counci\, .. the author of the Bill of 1819. 
which'had heou ti,. canes of the distr. .. of the country. A long. &lid. 
though ocosaiOllally violent. a feoble spee.h from Oobhett nahered in the 
motion. whi.h w .. s.conded by Mr. John Feilden. Sir Rohert anewered 
him ( .. ,.. Franeis) in a magnificent speeoh. of which the most remarkable 
p .... ge. though it has often been quoted. will hear repetition. After 'I!' 
.Iaborata refutation of all Oobbett's argumeuta, &lid a s .. ruiol repudiation 
of ti,. implied .ccll9&tion thet he had him.elf gained by the cb8llge of 
eurrency. Sir Rohert burst forth in these words: .. It ia on public grounds 
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ihat the honourable member ass&ils me. The honourable member bee not 
the eeme motivee for attacking me which he bee had for attac1cing others. 
1 have never lent the honourable member my confidence; from me tho 
honourable member has never received any obligation. His object in 
'8ssaillng me is, doobt1ess, to strike terror by the threat of his denunciatioDS 
-to diseoorage opposition, from the fear of being signa\ised as a nctim. 
Bat I tell the gentlemen of England that their best .. curity is in boldly 
facing and defying sach insidious efforts. God forbid that the honourable 
member's speC1l!ations on the prospoet of pnblic confosion shoald be 
reaIissd. I lebour under no anxiety that they will. I feel confident that 
whatever may be the politiesl differenc .. that divide pnblic· men, all who 
are interested in the npholding of law and property will unite in their 
defenos to pat down sach attempts. Nat oaly 1I'0ald it be the bitterest 
calamity, bnt a calamity embittered by the greateet disgrace, to live ander 
such an ignohle tyranny 88 he woald imp .... 

• Come the eleventh plague rather tha.u this should be; 
Come sink: us rather in the lea. ; 
Come, rather. pestilence, and reap us down; 
Come God's sword, rather than our own. 
Let rather Roman come,.gain. . 
Or SuOD. Norma.u., or the Dane. 
ID an the bonda we 8ft!' bore, 

We grieved, we sighed. we wept ;-we never blushed before! 

Blnsh, indeed, ... e .ball, if we snbmit to this base and V1ilgar domiustiOll, 
and I for one-believiag 88 I do that I ha .. e been eeleeted as an object of 
attack, for the purpoae of diaeouraging resistance to the insidioas efforte 
whieh the honourable gentleman is doily makiDg to weaken the founde
tious of property and the 8Ilthority of the law-I will, at least, p ........ 
myaelf from the .. prosch of hsviag furthered the objects he bee in new 
by any symptom of intimidation or enbmissiOll." The p .... ge from old 
Abraham Cowley, delivered with tha fine sonorous Toi .. and lofty manner 
into whieh Sir Rohert Peel fell in moments of real excitement, produeed 
nn electrical effect. Well (continaos Francis) we remember t·he scone. 
Cobbett, his grey hsire pleading for his sincerity, had beeu hosrd as " 
duty, but with regret. His antagonist had bome himself dong on tho 
rising sympethy of the Hoase. Rarely, indeed, does !.he British senate 
even .eem. to do injustice; but DOW, the disgust of the listeners, and their 
exeitement UDder Sir Robert's stirring address, overpowered all forms. 
Cobbett roae, was met with " shoot s.1moet of execration, retired to his 
seat, rose again. again W88 met with an indignant repulse, Ollce more and 
:ret onee more eseayed to speak agsinet the etorm of pasoion, till at laet 
he staggered to his plaee beside his .. conder, for the fim time, perhape, 
in his life utterly quelled by his fellow-men. The .. cased etateeman, 
gathering himeelf up with dignity, dee1ared he lVoald not vote on a 
queet.ion so perseus.! to himaelf, and left the honoe majeetica1ly, amidst" 
hurrieane of cheers. Four members only-John O'Connell, Thomas 
Attwood, Jam .. Roe, and Patriek Leado .......... found supporting Cobbett 

.2· 
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and Feilden, while the votors for Peel numbered 298. Thon came am 
incident scarcely Ie.. dramatic. Lord A1thorp, the Whig chief of th .. 
Honse, moved that the resolution should he mpunged from tho .1" ......... 18. 
On a division there were still only four against the motion, Feargos 
O'Connor supplying the place of John O'Connellj and, the votes on the other 
side amounting to 295, the resolution of Lord Althorp W88 carried out. 

The .. Shook of Collisio .... between the Houses.-In a speeclr 
at Merchant Taylors' Hall in 1838, Sir Robert Peel said, .. My object for 
some years paet has heen to lay tha fonndations of a great party, which, 
existing in the House of Comc'lns, and deriving its strength from the 
popular will, should diminish the risk and deaden the shock of collisiona 
b.tween the two deliberative branch .. of the Legielaturs." 

The :Bedchambe1' QueBtio ... -'-On beiug invited to form a Ministry 
on the resignation of Lord Melhonrne in 1839, Peel requested that the 
principal offices in the Royal honsehold, and among them those of the 
Quean'. Iadi .. of the bedchamber, might he placed at his dieposal. It 
wae not (ee1" M. Guizot) with Sir Robert Peol, but with the Dnke of 
Wellington, that the idee of making this reqnset would appear to have 
originated. The young Queen 19'88 shocked at it; it was, the Whigs told 
he!', an exorbitant pretension, 'U:tterly unauthorised by precedent. It was. 
added that the great ladies of the Conservative party had epoken of it as 
of a triumph over the Queen, and had said that when they compoaed her 
Court th~y would be bettor .bla to reetrain her within constitutionallimila 
than the Whiga had been. On the day after Sir Robert Peel had mado. 
his dema.nd, he received from the Queen the following note: "Tho 
Qneen, having eonaidered tha proposal made to her yastorday by Sir 
Rohert Poel, to remove the Iadi .. of bar bedchamber, cannot coneent to 
adopt a course which she conceives to be contrary to ~U8&p, aud which is 
repngnant to her feelinga." Sir Robert replied iIlI .. long and roopeclfnl 
letter. sensible and constitutionally true. but rath.--he&"fyt and 88 devoid 

_ of elegance as of complaisance. He was evidentlr better suited to a Par
liament than. to a Oourt. Tho negotiation was brokPlf of, and furnished 
0. subject for debate in both HoUBes. Tho OOnservati vas, Wellington and 
Peel. maintained their ground; the Wbigs vindicated the Queen's refusal, 
and declared themselves ready to .. cept the reeponaibility of it. They.t 
once returned to office. and Sir Robert Peel on his side resumed, for two 
yeara more, his poeition as the ruling .pirit of the Opposition. 

An 1J'nconciliatol'7 lIIanner.-8ir Bobert Peers manner If'a9 

freqnently nnfortnnate. The Dnke of Wellington is reported to h"'e 
sa.id. in 1829. alluding to their joint miDistry. "How are we to get on 
with tlie thing P I have no email taIlq> and Peel has no mannera."
,I When I:first went into Parliament,",eaid one of Peel's followers to Mr. 
Maddyn, .. I was not personally acquainted with Sir Robert Peel. I greatly 
admired his talents. and I approved at. his principles, and many of his 
oonnexion were anxious to see me in the House .. I publicly avowed mysclC 
at the hustings 88 one of his supporters, and I 88cl'ificed money, time. and. 
trouble to gain a seat for his aause, After being about a fortnight in the 
Hon.e, i~ wa. proposed to me by - that I should b. pereona1ly wI' .... 
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-duced to Sir Robert. &!ld it ..... arranged to wait for & leisure moment to 
odD SO. It was while we were sitting in the tempol'4l'Y edifice, just beforo 
going into Sir Charles Barry'. newhonse. We were both in the lobby, 
"",d Sir Robert walked elowly eero ... and went into the loog passage thet 
need to le&d into the Honse of Lords. Nobody W&B with him. • Now is 
the time,' said Lord --, and he ran after Sir Robert Peel, ealliDg him 
-by name. I followed at a short distanee. and hew my name mentioned. 
I advanced to meet him, and raised my het. A freezing bow was ell th.t 
I received-not a smile, not & single word of encouragement, not tllO 

slightest eivility."-Another illnetration of the nnfortnnete ell'oct of Peel's 
m&nner will be fonnd in & speech delivered by Mr. Cobden at a public 
meeting, Dee. 17.1845. He said: U I have no reason, and I think you 
will ell admit it. to feel any very great respect for Sir Robert PeeL He 
is the only man in the House of Commons that I C&U never speak a word 
to in private without forfeiting my own respect, and the respect of all 
those men who sit around me." And yet the Minister was then on tho 
-eve of adopting Mr. Cobden'. policy. and paying & handsome tribnte to 
his eloquence and his exertions. (See, under Cobden, U Unadorne(l 
Eloquence.") 

Peel ...... B:1UIlourist.-Peel shone (writes Mr. Haywa.rd) whero 
linch. man would be least expected to shine. in humour. He also excelie,l 
in quiet &81'ClIBIIl. In the debate on commereial distress (Dee. S. 1847). 
Alderman Reynolds, one of the members for Dublin, had asked, II Did not 
everybody know that the profit a&d advantage of banking consisted very 
much in tradiltg on your credit in contradistinction to your-capit.al P" In 
the eourss of the masterly reply with wbich Peel closed the deheto h. 
said: II I have the greatest respect for bankers in general, and Irish 
bankera in particular, and among Irish bankers I well know the positiou 
enjoyed by the honourable gentleman. Now, with all the respect to which 
he is entitled. and with all suavity aud courtesy, I will tell him that, in his 
banking eapaeity. I wonld rather heve hie capital th&n hie .redit."~ll1 
1848 Feargne O'Connor was eharged in the Honee with being a Republican. 
He denied it. and said he did not care whether the Queen or the Devil was 
on the throne. Peel replied: U When the honourable gentlema.n BeeB tho 

·sovereign of his choice on the throne of these realms, I hope he'll enjoy, 
and 1'm sore he'll deserve, the confidence of the Crown."-Sheil had 
learnt and forgotten the exordium of a speech which begm with the word 

-41 neceeaity.n This "Word. he had repeated three t.im.es, when Sir R. Peel 
broke in-" is not tdtoays the mother of invention." 

BJfect of lJIIr. Disra.eli's Atta.cks.-U It hae elW&,.. (wrol" Mr. 
Haywa.rd) .. emed nnaceonntable to ne thet Peel. who had joined battle 
without losing heart or ground with snch antagonists B8 Broughem. 
-Canning. Stanley. and Lord R .... eli. should. bave quailed before Mr. 
DisraeIi; or. if qoailed be too strong a term. should heve ellowed himself 
to be 80 rnJIled and annoyed: Contem.pai CatiUnce gladio.: »on- pel,ti . 
..... ca ... tuo.. He W&B so irritated on the night of the third reading 
-<If the Oom La .. Bill that he came after the debate to Lord Lincoln (the 
late Duke of N e .. castle) .t Whitehell Place. and insisted on hie carrying 



262 .ANECDOTE. HISTORY OF PAELLtMENT • 

• hostile messag. to Mr. Disraeli.. On Lord Lincoln'. positive refubal. 
Sir Robert was going oft in eearch of another .. cond, end W88 wiIA 
difficulty driven from his purpo .. by the threat of an application to a 
magistrate. The moet pla1l8ibla explanation is that he was madd.ned by 
the clamorous choers of: his quondam friends and follow8m : 

- NOll me tua. ferrida temm.t 
Dicta, fern:; Dii me terrent "-

the Dii being understood in tbe theatrical .. nse-the gods that thunder 
their appla ... or e.usura from the gaII.ry. It m1l8t be rem.mbered also 
that there was twice over some foundation for the charge so pointedly 
levelled at him, of having ""ted like the Turkish admiral who ste.red the 
:Heet under his command straight into the harbour of the enemy; and thai 
Mr. Disraeli was in his happi.st v.in. This was the night (May 15, 1846) 
when he decIa.red Peel's life to be ' one great appropriation clAuse;' termee.t: 
the Treasury b.nch • political ped\ars thet bonght th.ir -party in the 
cheapest market and sold us in the dearest; J and compared the conversion 
of tbe P •• lites to that of the Saxous by Charlemagn., • who, aoc.rding to 
the chronicle. were cODverted in battalioDS and baptised in platoons!"-lD 
tbe H ..... , Sir Robert gave the following reply to Mr. Disraeli'. attack, -
.. I feel thet I should be ol!ering an insult to the House-I sh.uld 
be oft.ring an insult to the .ountry-if I w.re to .ond .... nd to bendy 
personalities upon such an occasion. Sir. I foresaw that the course 
which I have tak.n from a ..... of publi. duty w.uId .xpose me t«> 
.. riona sacriGcea. I foreaa .. ," ite in.vitable result, that I m1l8t f.rfeit 
frioudshipe which I moot highly velned, that I must interrupt politieal 
relatione in whi.h I felt sincere pride; but the smell.st of all the panaltiee 
which I anti.ipated were the continued veoom.us attacks of the m.mber 
for Shrewsbury. Sir, I will ooly say of the h.noorsbl. gentlemsn thet 
if ha, after reviewing the whole of my public life-a life •• tending .nr 
thirty years previonaly to my acco&si.n to olli.einl841-if he thou enter
tained the opinion of me which he now prof ...... , if he thought I was'_ 
guilty of, th ... petty lareoui .. from Mr. Hom.r and othcrs, it is a little, 
surprising that in the spring of 1841, efter his long •• perienc. of my 
publio career, he should have be .. prepared to give me his eoo1id.nc •• 
It is still more surprising that he should have beeo ready, as I thick hI> 
WlI8, to unite his fortunes with min. in ollice, thus implying the strongest 
proof which any public mao C&Il give' of .oo1ideoce in the honour and 
integrity of • Minister of the Crown." 

BgotisID.-In a letter written by Bishop Wilberf.ree, Jan. 28, 1846, 
he remark.d, .. Last night I ",out under the gall.ry of the Honee of: 
Commons t. hoar the debste. I never asw anything rec.iyed,80 sulkily as 
Peel's statemout. There was a kind of thnodery .uIIeuu_ sueh as e_ 
thet h01l8e, I BOppoe., had seldom .. en. It is altogether a most per-- " ... It hat been aslerted b7 Profeuor GoIdwiD. Smith and othere that Mr. 
Ba..vward waa in error here, ~d that it wall Lord George Bentinok whom. Sir 
Bobert wished to ohall..,.. 
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pleJ:ing question. The... is 00 much of vonity about' Peel'. whole 
argument, 80 much of I I made this alteratioD, and this good. deot 
followed, therefore I will go on and make anot.hor,' ae to be quite 
aIarmin g g. 

The Pall of Sir Bobert Peal.-On the evening of the 25th of 
June, 1846, the a.nnouncement was made to the House of Oommons that 
the Lorde had agreed to Sir Robert Peel's Corn and Custome Bills 
(elfecling the Repeal of the Corn Lawe) without amendment. This wae 
tbe sigoal for the closing of a lengthened dehate on the Irish Coercion 
Bill, then before the House. The cirewnstaocea attending the division 
which burled Sir Robert Peel from power are thno deecribed by Mr. 
Disrae1i, in his U Life of Lord George Bentinek" :_ 

.. At lengtb, about half.past one o'clock, the galloriea we .. cleared, tbe 
dhision called, and the question put. In almost all previous divisions 
wbe .. the fate of a Government had been depending, the vote of every 
member, with scarcely an exception, had been "'&1ltieipated; that was not 
the case in the present instance, and the direction which members took 88 

they left their &eato woe 'anxiously watched. More than one hundred 
Protectionist members followed the Minister j morc than eighty avoided 
the division, a few of these, bowever~ had paired; nearly the same number 
followed Lord George Benlinck. But it woe not merely their numbe .. 
tlmt attracted the annono observation of the Treasury bench, ae the Pro· 
tcetiomste paesed in defile before the Minister to the hostile lobby. It 
was impossible that he could have marked them without emotion; tho 
lIower of thet great pa.rty which had been eo proud to follow one who hed 
been so proud to lead them. They we .. men to gain whose hearts and the 
heart. of tbeir fatbe .. had heen the aim and exultation of his life. They 
had extended to him an unlimited confidence and an admiration without 
etint. They hed etood by him in the dsrkeat hour, and had borne him 
from the depths of political despair to the proudeat of living positions. 
Right 01' wrong, they were men of honour, breeding, and refinement, high 
nnd generous charaete!', great weight and station in the country, which 
they had ever placed at his dispoeal. They had been not only his followe .. 
but his friends j had joined in tho same pastimes, drank from the same 
cup, and in the plaeaantne .. of privute lifo had often forgotten togethor 
the cares and etrite of politi... . 

If He must have felt something of this, while the Mrumers, the Somer .. 
eet., the Belllincka, the Lowthe .. , and the Lennox .. paeecd bofore him. 
And those country gentlemen, • those gentlemen of England" of whom, 
but ive yeRl'8 ago, the very same building WB8 ringing with his pride of 
being their leader-if his heart were hardened to Sir Charles Burrell, Sir 
William Jolliffe, Sir Charle. Knightly, Sir John Trollope, Sir Edward 
Kcrrieon, Sir John Tyrrell, he eurcly must have had "pang when his eye 
rested on Sir John Yarde Buller, his choice and pattern country gentle. 
man, whom he had himself se1ected and invited, but six years back, to! 
move a vote of want of confidence in the Whig Government, in order, 
against the feeling of tbe Court, to ill8ten Sir Robert Peel in their stead. 
They trooped on: ull the men of mettle and Iarge.acred squires, wh .. e 
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spirit be had SO often quickenea, and whose counael he bed 80 often 
solicited in his fine Oonservative speeches in Whitehall Gardens. . . 

If When Prince Metternieh was informe(l. at Dresden, with great osten
tation, that the Emperor had 8mvad-' Yes; but without his anny.' was 
the reply. Sir Robert Peel...... still First Minister of England. as 
Napoleon remained Emperor for -& while after M<k:Co'1'. Each, perhaps, . 
for a moment had indulged in hope, it is so diffiellit tor tb,\Jse who are on 
the pinnacle of life to rea1iae disaater. They s.mem.. .. contemplate it in 
their deep and far.seeing calculations, but it is oull iG imagine a contin
gency which their resources must 6U1'ely bafle; th6Y BvDletimes talk of it 

. to their friends. and_ oftener of it to their enemies, but it is only as an 
insurance of their prosperity and as an offering to propitiate their Nemesis. 
They never believe in it. 

II The news that the Government were not only beaten, but by a ma.jority 
80 large as. 73. began to circulate. An incredulous murmur pasaad it 
along the Treasury bench. • They ... y .... e &rQ beaten by 73 ! • whispered 
the most important member of the Oabinet, in a tone of smprise, to Sir 
Robert Peel Sir Robert did not reply. or even turn hie head. He looked 
very gra .... and extended hie chin. as ...... hie habit when be ...... &IIlIoyed 
and cared not to speak. He began to comprehend hie position. and that 
the Emperor was without his army!' 

The Minister's Valediction.-The speech in which Sir Robert 
announced the resignation of hie Ministry, June 29, lSi6, was concludccl 
by the following _go, "Within a fe .. hours. probably. thet POWl"· 
which I beve held for the period of five years will be BDm>nderoa into tho 
hands of another-withont repining. withont complaint on my part--with . 
.. more lively recollection of the support and confidence_ I have receive(l 
during several years. than of the oppoeition which during & recent period 
I have enconntered. In reJinquiching power. I shalllesve .. nam •• severely 
.ensured I fear by many who. on pnblic gronnds. doepiyregret tho 
.everance of party tie&-<leeply regret that severan ... not from interested 
or personal motives. bnt from the firm conviction that fidelity to party 
engagements-the existence and maint.en8nce of a great party-eODSti .. 
tutes .. powerful instrument of .goTemment. I shall surrender power 
severely ceD81U'Cd also by others who, lrom. no interested motive, adhere 
to the principle of protection, considering the maintenance of it to bo 
...... tial to the welfare and intereate of til •• onntry. I shallles ... a namo 
execrated by every monopolist who, from loss honOUrAble motives, ClamOUl'S 

for proteotion because it conduces to his own indivi<\ual benefit. But it 
may be tll8t I ehall1ea,"e a name sometimes remembered with expressions 
of good· will in the abod .. of tho .. wh ... lo~ it is to Ishollr. and to oam 
their dally brood by the owoat of their brow. ,vhou they shall recruit their. 
exhanated otrength with abnu(lant and nuta.ed food. tile oweeter 1-"1160 
it is no lODger lea\"flue(l by" MUSB of injustice." . 

A :Political MoraL-Mr. Cobden. in his pamphlet .. The Throe 
Paniea," published in 1862, narrated the followiDg :-," On the eveuiog of r 
the 24th of February, 1848, whilst the House of CommODS was ill session • 
• murmur of conversation &uddeuly "","0 at the door and spread through-
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()ut the house, when was witnessed-what never occurred before or since. 
in the writer's Rperience-a suspension for a few minutes of all attention 
to the business of the House, whilst every member was engaged in close 
and earnest conversation wUh his neighbour. The intelligence hAd 
anived of the abdication and flight of Louis Philippe, and of the pro· 
clamation of the Republic. . . The writer of these pages was sitting 
by the side of the late Mr. Hume when the ndings reached their hench. 
Sir Rohert Peel was on the opposite front eeat, alone, his powerful party 
banug bceu brokCll and scattered by his great msasure of Corn Law 
Repeal. I I'll go and tell Sir Robert the news,' exclaimed Mr. Bumo, 
and stepping aeroBS the floor, he seated himself by his side and communi
eated the starlling intelligence. On retuming to his place, he repeated, 
in the following words. the commentary 1)f the ex-minister: I This comes 
of trying to carry on &- government by means of a mere majority of 0. 

chamber. without regard to the opinion out of doors. It is what these 
people (poinnng with his thumb over his shoulder to the Protectionists 
hehind him) wished me to do, but I refused.'" 

Dread of O:f6.ce.-Mr. Charles Greville wrote ill his Journal, UIlder 
date Feb. 15, 1847: "Arbuthnot [the Duke of Wellington's secretary 
and confidant] said he was quite sure Peel would never come into office 
agsm. He gsve me a more detailed 8C<OJlIlt of his parting request to tho 
Queen, when he said. after begging her never to ask him to take office 
again. that he could not help remembering that Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox, and 
Mr. Cauuing had all died in offiee, and vicnms of office; that he did not 
dread death, and this recollection would DOt deter him j but when be 
recollected also that J.ord Castleresgh &Ild Lord Liverpool hed alsc died 
in office, the ODe a maniac and the other an idiot, that recollection did 
appal him, and he trembled at the idea of encounte-ring sucoh a fate as 
theirs." . 

.. The Gre .. test Member o?'a.rliament."-Mr. Disrseli, who bad 
done so much to overthrow the Minister, nevertheless thus wrote of him 
1n his or Life of Bentinek," published soon after Sir Robert's death: "Ono 
cannot say of Sir Robert Peel, notwithstanding his unrivalled powers of 
despatching affairs, that hoi was the greatest Miuieter that this cOUllb')' 
ever produced, because, twice placed at the helm, and on the secon4 
occasion with the Court and the Parliament equally devoted to him, ho 
never could maintain himself in power. Nor. notwithstanding his con
summate parliamental')' tactics, can he be described 88 the greatest parly
leader that ever flourished among us, for he contriycd to destroy the most 
compact, powerful, and devoted parly that ever followed & British 
atatesm&n. Certainly, notwithstanding his great sway in debate, we 
cannot recognise him as our greatest orator, for in many of the supremo 
requisite. of oratory he was singularly deficient. But what he really 
was, &Ild what posterity will ackuowledge him to have been, is the 
greatest member of Parliament that ever lind. Peace to his ashes! 
His name will he often appealed to ill that scene which he loved 80 well, 
and never without homage eveu by his oppeueute." 
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SIR JAMES GRAHAM 
(17_1861.) 

The Child Father of the maL-As .. boy (says Prof ..... 
Pryme) Graham exhibited the future bent of his life. When otber boys 
were choosing what they would be, he would say, "1 will be a statesman.1IP 

A stone is still shown in his utiTe Tilloge on "hich the youthful politician 
.tood and hsrangned his playmates. 

A Contemptuous House.-Mr. Graham w .. first returned for 
Boll in 1818. at the .ge of twenty.six. His electioo coat his family 
6000/. His first appearance. in tbe Honse were failures. Among his 
early displays wss a epsech with regerd to .. bill which had been intro· 
dnced to prennt any pereon Dot an inhabitant or frecman of a town from 
taking part in ito political meetinge. Mr. Torrana says: "Mr. Grsbam 
wishad to know if a member wbo aat for a borough of which he was 
neither an inhabitant nor freeman wonId come within the mischief of tho 
Act P He panaed to listen for the report of his shot; but fe" "e" 
nttanding. and DObody cried • Hear.' He looked to see if it had hit. but 
the under-secretaries were talking to ODe another on the Treasury bench. 
and Lord Castlereogh was occupied in ameIling the hot·honae Hower in 
his button·hole. Mr. Grabom .. peated his question in other worde, but 
with no better elfect. He felt half vesed with himself at having got 
up. but he was up. and mnet go on; so he thought be wonId argus the 
point. .The C888 was not an imaginary one, he said, for it was his own. 88 

ho happened to sit for a borough of which he was neither '0. freeman nor 
an inhabitant. and of which he was not likely to become either. haTing DO 
connection with ths place. At this unlucky prolfer of irrel ...... t informa· 
tion he heard. or thought he heard. something like a supp ..... d laugh. 
He felt himself getting confused. A little at lirst. and then nry much 80. 

For a few minutes he rambled on through commonp~ce and leiteratioD, 
but no timely cheer came to his .... ue. and he eet down without any 
11iBtinct .. collectioo of what he had said or what ho had intended to· 
.. y. Mr. Henry Lascelle •• who eet oppoeite. Whispered to .. muma! 
friend. I Well, there ~ an end of Graha.m; we shall hear no more of 
him! " 

His late .. Appeara.nces.-Verytall in person (says Mr. Maddyn), 
"with a handsome and intellectual countenance, Sir James Graham. 
poea.aaed great adT&Dto.ges for addreaaing an aristocratic .... mbly. His 
ID1WD8r, at firat, was apparentlylJO mild that in commencing one 01 his 
elaborate attaeka, the hea .. r conId ...... ly conceive how much hoarded 
ammunition was about to be expleded, with tho certainty of doing 
dreadfnldamo.ge to his adTOreeri... When jnet .bout to mako .. spring 
llpoD his politiea! foo, the .. was an air of drewiog.room la .. itlldo .bout tho 
wily descendant of the G""me. that reminded one of his .. cesto .. l 
.udden in attaak, and about as mereil... as sndden. Standing.t the 
table in the calm attitude of .. Mayfair lin. gentleman. who conId haTe r 
~xpected 150 much fierceDe88 of Jlft.ture to dwell within that breast P ~' 

"Hats O1rl"-On the 20th of Jooe.1837, the,Kingdiedat Windsor; 
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and 011. the Bame day both Houses met for the purpose of takiug the oath 
of allegiance to Her Majeety Queen Victoria. On the following day 
Lord John RUSBOIl appeared at the bar of the Commons charged with a 
m .... ge from the Queen. A cryin.tantlyal'Oso (says ToneDS) of" Rata 
off! D and the Speaker, forgetful for the moment of tho precise usage 
OD such occasions, announced from the chair that U membem must be 
uncovered." Everyone present.forthwith oomplied.. with the oxception of 
Sir James Graham, who excited some observation by continuing to wear 
hi. hat nntil the first words of the m .... ge w.re prononnc.d. As nothing 
at the tim. escaped the vigilance of party criticism, a paragraph app.ared 
the same evening in the True 8un. re1lecting on the supposed indecorum. 
At th. meeting of th. Houes n.xt dar the right honourable baronet called 
.ttention to tho fact, for the purpose of explaining that h. bad only 
complied with the older, and, as he thought, better custom, of wa.itiug 
until the initiatory word If Regina,»' or "Rex," was uttered boforo 
uncovering; • mode of testifying respect for the Crown which was mOl'O 

emphatie, and whi.h bad, ho thought, a better .lI'ect. Tho Speaker sai(l 
that tho honourable m.mb.r for East Cumberland was conect in hie 
observance of the practice of the House; and he accounted for his own 
apparent deviation therefrom by his desire to preservo Olucr and to 86'\"'0 

Hme. 
Opening of Letters bJ'the Home O:tIice.-In Jnne, l~, Mr. 

T. S. Duncombe presented petitions to the House of Commons from 
seTeral gentlemen, one of whom was M. Mazzini, complaining tha.t their 
lotters bad been deleyed and opened by the Post Ollic. authorities, and 
l)l'&ying for a committee of inquiry on the subject. Sir James Graham. 
who was then Hom. Secretary, said thet power w .. given to the Secretary 
of State by statute to opon l.tters pasaing through tho Post Ollie., and h. 
llad given his wilrraut in the cQe of one of the petitioners accordingly. 
Sir Robert Peel defended the action of his colleague, by saying that Fox 
Bnd Grenville had exercised the same power. There was a strong feeling 
in the House, however. aga.inst it. and a motion which virtuallyamounte{l . 
to want of confid.nc. in the Ministry was defested only br 206 againet 
162. Eventually the Government agre.d to the appointment of •• eret 
committe .. of both Houses to inquire into and report npon tho subject. 
It appeared from the reports presented that the power in question was 
exercised under the statute 9th Anne. cap. 10, which direet.s that no letters. 
Bent by post should be opened or delayed -without an express warnmt under 
the band of one of the principal Secretari .. of State; and 1.t Victoria. 
cap. 86, which contains a similar direction. The Lor,ls' committee. 
reported thet 182 warrants bad been issued .in •• 1822, and added that 
n the issue of six or seven warrants annually npon a. circulation of 22()' 
millions of lotte .... annot be regard.d as meteris\ly interfering with the 
sanctity of private correspondence." The Oommons' committee found 
that u the last two W81T8nts rested on grounds eonnectcd with the personal _ 
asfety of a foreign eovereign (th. Emperor of Russin) intcnsted to the. 
protection of England," and added, u It appe8l'S to your committee that 
under circumstancos so pecnliar, even & slight suspicion of danger would 
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justily a. minister in taking extraordinary measures of precaution.» Infor .. 
ma.tion obtained hom some of the opened letters, respecting' an intended 
insurrection in Italy, was fonnd by both committees to havo been commu· 
mcated to a foreign power, but If it was not (added t·he Commons) of 
.a nature to compromise the safety of auy individual within reach of that 
power, nor W88 it made known to that power by what means that infOl'Dla

tiOD hfLd been obtained." The matter e,xeited great commotion in the 
country, and for Bome time afterwards envelopes' and seals, with such 
mottoes 88 Ie Not for Sir James Graham," were commonly exhibited for 
sale. 

Disposing of "xa.nsa.ra."-In 1846 Sir James Graham had mad. 
up his mind to defend a Oorn Law no morEl. Sentence after sentence and 
phrase upon ph .... e, which had follon from him in the heat of rhetorical 
indiscretion in the days when he sat on the left of the Speaker's chair, 
were DOW dug up out of II Hansard," and Hung at him by exnsperated 
Proteetionista, &mid the angry cheers of those around him. aud-the loud 
laughter of theee oppo.it.. But h. had anticipated this, and had mado 
np his mind how to doal with it. When ehollenged hy Mr. Stsft'ord to 
8&1 whether or not he had chsngcd bis opinion, he replied. U I freely 
admit that past declarations of opiniona made by members of the Honae 
who have subsequently arrived at power. or who aspire to power, much 

. more the declaration. made by the First Minister of the CrolTD, if at oil at 
variance with the course which he has subsequently pursued. are subjects 
worthy of reference, and which call for explanation. The honourable 
member for N orthamptonshira made 8 direct appeal to the Government, 
and chollenged us, if we had changed our opiniona, IIWlfuIly to own it. I 
answer that challenge. I do fra.uldy avow my eha.nge of opinion. and by 
that avowal I dispeee of whole velum .. of 'Hansard: and of oil tho 
el1arg08 wmch have been made on the ground of inconsisteD.cy."
Torre",. 

Altere.!. Cfuocumst ...... s.-When addreaeing tho. Hon .. one eTOn
ing on the oft.debated subject of the connection between th& rate of wages 
and the price of food. Sir James raiterated his decl&l'&tion that eq»erienee 
had convinced him that the former had a conalant tendoncy to rioe .. the 
latter fell. Lord George Bentinck, who was sitting on tho front Ol'posi. 
tion bench below him, threw back his hood, and looking ronnd at him 
exclaimed, II Ah! yeej but yon know yon said the othor thing before." A 
shout of langhter, in which Sir James joined, was followed by cheers and 
countcr~oheera. and ouriosity was on tip~toe for the retort. ,.From his 
-perch, as he used to call it, the 83:~minister looked down at his noble 
,antagonist, and said, in a tone of inet!able humour, "The Doble lord's 
taunts fall harmless upon me; I am not in office now.u_lbicJ. 

CarlinU8 .... a S ..... asm.-On the vot·e of want of ooDlidouce which 
<I.efeated Lord Derby's Ministry in 1859, Mr. Disrao\i referred to a spesch 
Sir James Graham had mad. at Carlisi. during the ... out general r 
..I •• tion, while introducing a yonng relative ... & C&Ddidato for that 

• lIIr. (a!tenrarda Sir Wilfdd) x.. ... OD. 
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borough. He a.ffected to understand Sir James's rem&rks, when he read. 
them, as eoming from this young candidate. &Ild said: .. When I read tha~ 
charge upon the Ministry, which w .. made without the s1ighteet founda-. 
tiem, and with a bittern ... whieh ... med to m. to he perf.ctly gratuitous. 
I naturally said, 'Young men will be young men.' Youth will be, as we 
all know, somewhat reckless in assertion, and when we are juvenile and 
eurly, one takes a pride in sarcasm and invective. One feels some interest 

. in a young relative of a dietinguished member of this House; and, 
although th •• ~temeuts w.", no~ very ugreeabl. to her Majeatta 
Ministers, I felt that h. was a chip of the old block. I f.lt-<md I hope 
my colleagues share in the sentim.nt-tha~ when that young gentleman 
entered this House, he might, when gazing upon the venerable form and 
listening to th. .. •• n~ of henigwmt wisdom that f.ll, and alwaye 
fall, from_ the right honourable gentleman the member for Carlisle 
(Iaughter)-he might Iearn how recldees aseertion in time might mature 
into accuracy of st&tement-and how bitterness and invective, however 
organie, can be controlled by the vicissitudes of a wide experience" 
(much laughter), Sir Jam .. replied to this a f.w Bighle afterwerda: 
n The right honourable gentleman remarked upon the mild influences of 
age. presenting in his own person a contradiction to the Horatian 
maxim. 'Lenit albeactna animo. capillus,' because he was an illustra· 
tion of the foot that one might lose one's curls and still retain. one's taste 
for sarcasm. , , Th. righ~ honourable g.ntleman will paedon m. if 
I .'1' .... to him an opinion. I regard him .. the Red Indian of d.bate, 
By the use of the tomahawk h. has .u~ his way to pow.r, and by a 
recurrence to the scalping system he hopes to prevent the loss of' it u 

(ehee .. and laughter). 

DANIE4,.(YCONNELL. 
(17~1847.) 

J:ntroduction of the BepeaJ Question.-Th. year 1834 wae 
rendered remarkable by th. introduotion of the Repeal queetion into tho 
Hous. of Commona. O'Connell told m. (eaye Mr. Daunt) h. waa forc.d 
to take this atop bitterly againat hia will. " I £el~," eaid he, " like a man 
who .... going to jump into & cold bath; but I wae obliged to take tbe 
plunge." His motion W88 rejected by a majority of 484 . 

.A Wonderful Shower of Bain.-In the .... ion of 1833 (write. 
his son) a speech of Mr. Daniel O'Connell's. upon an Irish question of 
considerable interest and impOrtanC8._ was not only grievously abbre· 
viated (by the reporter), but the sense of it entirely perverted in eevera! 
pa.seages. As I recollect. it was a speech on the thon very exciting and 
difficult .ubjeet of th. tithes of the Prote.tant Church in Ir.land; and 
Mr. O'Connell. among other t.hinga. was made to say that he would vote in 
a c~rtain way on the immediate point under consideration. II although it, 
was directly in the teeth of all his former opinions on the subject!" On 
his bringing the matter before the House, under the usual. form of 8. 

II Breach of Privilege," and making complaint of being thus treated, the 
dof.noe •• t ul! by tb. roporler was tba~, during his walk from the House 
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to the newspeper office, the rain, which .... fal1ing heavily at the time, 
had most unfortenately streamed into his pocket, and washed out tho notos 
he had made of Mr. O'Connell's speech. Upon which thelatler remarked 
that it was the most extraordinary sho .. er of raiD he had ever heard of, 
inasmuch as it had not only ", .. Iud out the speech he did mak., hut had 
",asked in another, 8Dd an entirely different one. 

Beprim .... ded floom the Chair.-In F.brnary, 1838, O'Connell 
made a speech at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in which h. asserted 
that the Tory election committosa of the dey .... re guilty of fonl perjury. 
Attention .. as called to this Ianguag. on the following night in the Houeo 
of Commons by the yonug Lord Maideton. (afterwards Earl of Win· 
chilaea). who inoved a vote of censure upon the member for Carlow. 
This was carried by a majority of nine. Consequently. on tha 28th of 
the month O'Connell, being in hie place, was ord.red by the Speaker to 
etand up-aud was gravely reprimand.d. 

.. Beastly BellowiDga."-Macaulay writos in hie Journal. J nne 11. 
1840: .. Th. House W88 engaged upon Sten1ey's Irish Registration Bill.' 
Tbenightwas very stormy. I have n8verseen such unseemly deme&D.DUr. or 
heard such scurrilous language in Parliament. Lord N orreY" WIllI .. hist· 
ling, and making all sorl of nois... Lord Maidaton. W88 so ill-mann.red 
that I hop. he waa drunk. At last. after much groealy indec.nt couduct, 
a furioDe oulbreak took place. O'Connall was so rudely interrupted thet 
he used the expression I beastly bellowinga! Then rose such au uproar as 
no O. P. mob at Cov.nt G1>rden Theatre, no crowd of Chartists in front of 
a hnslinge, ."!'r .qualled. M.n on both .id .. stood up, shook th.ir fiste. 
aud hawl.d at the top of their voi.... Freshlield. who was in the .heir. 
was quite unable to k •• p the smalleat ord.r. O·Conn.1I raged Iik •• mad 
ball; and our people-I for one-while regretting and cond.mning hie 
violence. thought it was much .xtannatod by the provoc.tion. , • A short 
and most amusing scene p&&Sed between O'Connell and Lord Maidstone, 
which in the tumult .... ped the ohearntion of many. but which I .. atched 
carefully. 'll,' said Lord llaidstone, 'the'word beastly is retracted, I 
shall be satisfied. If not, I shall Dot be satisfied! I I do not care wheth~r 
the noble lord be satisfied or Dot! I I wish you would gin me satisf'action.· 
• I advise the noble lord to carry hie liquor meekly.' At last the tumult 
ended from absolute physical w.arin.... It was past on •• and the steady 
bollowers of the Oppositinn had been howling from Rix o'el"I';k with littlo 
interruption." 

Bis Duel with J)·Eete ....... -O·Conn.1I was not antIicieutly gnarUed 
in his language when speaking of other men, and on one occasion some 
one oppo.qite to him said, II Snoh language might 'Provoke & duel." U 0]1. 
DO," remarked O'Connell, pointing to one of his hods with the other; 
.. there's too much blood UpOD this hand already. U#, __ I heard him. 8&y this. 
and tbe .ft •• t, aa h. euited the action to the word, ...... v.ry great.
Pro! ... o,· Pf"IJm.. O'Conn.1I h.re referred to the incident of hie duel r 
with D·Esterre. whi.h is thus related by Phillipe :-" In on. of hie many 
mob-spa •• h.s. O·Conn.1I called the Corporation of Dnblin a • beggarly 
corporation.' A gentl.man nl\Dled !?'Esterre d •• ted to f.el this as .. 
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personal a!!ront, he being one of that V8r1 n1llllerous body, and acoordingly 
fastened & quarrel on the offender. . • Being one of th .. e who .... om
panied O'Oonnell, he beckoned me aside to & distent portion el thc 
V8r1!arge field, which bed & alight covering of snow. 'PhilliP">' eaid he 
to ...... thie seems not & personal. hot & political dair. I am obnoxioua 
to • party. and they adopt • false pnltenee to ent me off. I abaJI not 
submit to it. They h&ve ... ckoned without their host. I pr<>mie& YOlL I 
am one of the best abots in Irelsnd at a mark. h&ving ... 8 poblic 1IIlUl. 

considered it 8 duty to prepare. for my own pr<>tsction. againet ouch un
provoked aggression ae tha present. Now remember "h&t I eay to you. 
I may be .truek myself. and then skill is out of the questiOl!; but if I am 
not. my antagonist will h&ve cause to regret hie h&ving forced me into thie 
eonfiict.' The part.ies were then very soon placed on the ground, at. I 
think, tWelTO pac .. distance; ... h h&ving 8 ..... of pistols. with directione 
to fire when they ch .... after 8 given signal D'Eotsrre rather agitated 
himeelf by m&king & abort speech. disclaiming aJI hostility to hie Roman 
Oatholic .ountrym .... and took hie ground, aomewh&t theetricaJIy, eroasing 
hie pistols upon hie boeom. They fired almost together. and instantly on 
the signal D'Eotsrre fell, mortaJly wounded. The ....... the greatest 
self-poaaession displayed by both." 

Wanted, a Be1lma.n.-At the Olsre election. to the horror (aaye 
Phillips) of Veeey Fitzgerald. the rival ean:lidate and 8 member of the 
then administration, Daniel, with tha aid of his priests, polled tenant 
againet lsndlord. V .. ey. 8 lord in embryo. could not stand it. and he 
iled. Next day was 8 great day for Daniel. Priest. ""urate. coadjutor. 
bishop-he who. with no franchiee. had voted notwithetanding; and he 
who, having one. had voted "ertI oflen--the whole available popnla.tiOD, 
the pure children of' nature 88 he. called them, and some of. them most 
justly, hsiled their ch&mpion .. hJ shouted from tha hustings ... Boys. 
where'. Vasy Vigareld P Oeh hone. Vasy. but it'. me that'. dull without 
yo. Righi •• "" ............ 1 righi.- and .end the bell about for him. Here'. 
the crr for 1ou-

• Stolen or stra.yed, 
Lost or misla.id, 

The Preeident of the Boord of Trade.' ~ 

Scorning A4vantege_-Dnring 8 Dublin election, where Mr. West 
W88 • candidate, O'Connell M80rted to his nicknames. and U sow West" 
and "ugly West" were lavished liberally. uGentlemen," said West; 
good humouredly, II Mr. O'CODDell takes advantage of me. for he wears a 
wig." II I scom all advantage," exclaimed Daniel, easting oft the orna. 
ment. and exhihiting a eealp literally without a hair between it and 
beaven-" I seorn all advantage; compare us DOW, boys; is BOW West the 
beauty P "-Curran aM hil Comemporariu. . -

An 'D'nezpecte4 Opp01181lt.-Fagan. in hie .. Life and Tim .. of 
O'Connell," relates &Dt mcident tha.t occurred during tho canVASS of tho 
~OJlBtituenC)" of the county of Jrerry, when the U Liber&tor's" nephew 

• II Bun, ila.rlingl ~!" 
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.... • c""didate for tho representation. Daniel epoke from the balcony 
Cif the Chamber of Commerce in Tralee one day, and opposite him were
the committee rooms of the Knight of Kerry. In the midat of • very 
powerful speech a donkey euddenly bOgIID to bray. The eJfect w .. most 
ludicro.... Every man, woman. and child, tittered, while the Cons ..... 
tive gentlemen roared aloud. Pl&eid and collected, however. O'Oannell 
looked &round. A emile lighted up his face, and, raising his voice to its 
fullest pitch, he cried out, II Hea~ him! hear him, boys! 'tis the chairma.n 
of the Knight of Kerry's committee. JJ 

Parodies.-Some of O'Oonnell's parodies and poetical applications iu:. 
dabate (remorke Phillips) caught tho humour of tbs House, and were con
sidered felicitous. Among"t these w&s his sneer at the BD1&llness of Lord. 
Stanley's persono! adherents after some gener&! election 0-

.. Thus down thy hill. romantic Aehbourne, gUd. 
The D8l'b7 dillT. ~ a:i:I: iDBides." 

His celebrated porody OIl throe members of Porliament, Colonels Sibthorp. 
Perceval, and Verner, was extremely ready, and produced a roar:-

H Three oolonels, in threo diatant oountiea bora, 
Sligo, Armagh, and LineolD did ado ... 
The Brat in matchless impudence aurpBl8ed, 
The nu.t in bigotry-in both, the la.st. 
The force of Na.ture oould no further go-
70 beard the third, she aha.Ted the other two." 

Two of these gentlemen looked as if they never needed. a razor, and 
the third (Sibthorp) as if he repudiated one. 

Jupite" l!.elenting.-The following is related byPhillips, as illus
trative of tho orbitrsry diapoeitiOll of the groat Repealer:' .. On a matlor 
of parliamentary inquiry, on which I had. quite as much experience as. 
him.elf, our judgments diJ!cred, and I f&rod ""c"dingl,y. No one could 
ever tell, however, when the storm might arise; but he had it ready, and 
oiten nursed it in smiles. After walking down with me"to the House of 
Oommons one evening, arm·in-arm, as friendly 18 possible, he vehemently 
assailed me on the Bubject alluded to. He refnsed to retract. No alter. 
native was left but to right myself, whieh WD.8 dODe in a lfty by no means. 
to hie satisfaction. After my excellent mond Colonel Perceval, in his. 
plac. in Parliament, road my letter of reply, D&niel fell into one of his 
paroxysms. 'The ga.llant member,' said he, I may now congratula.te him. 
self on having .overed a friendship of twenty-five years' standing.' 
Friendship indoed I Hi. translation of tho idam ~.lle .1 idem fIOlle mua! 
havo beeD & curiosity. For sis. months and upwards. when we met, his 
look was a wild gl..... At last it p10aa0d his Jupitersbip to rolont. He 
walked up to me on. dRy in the Reform Club, in.hlghgood humour: 
f Oharla., shake bands; I'm tired not speaking to you. I/orgiv. you !"~ 

'.rhe Mob Orato",-Th. following allueion to O'OOllllell is to 1M> , 
found ~ Lord Lytton's II St. Stephen's U :_ 

II Had that fierce railer 'prang from EDBlish Iilrea. 
His oreed a Proteatant'l, hil birth a squire'" 



DANIEL ~O'aONNELL, 

No blander Pollio, whom 0111' Barr affords, 
Had graced the wooliaak and cajoled' my Lords.' 
Paos b1 biB faults, biB art be here aIlo,,'d
Might,' as Chatham, giTe him but 0. arowd; 
Bear him in 88D&tes, aeoond-rate at; best, 
Clear in • atatemeut. happy in • jest; 
Sought he to shine, then oerlain to diapl-.sa ; 
Tawdr7 yet ooarae-grain'd. tinae1 upon friese. 
His Titan strength must touch wha.t gave it birth.: 
Heal' him to mobs, and OD hia mother earth JtI 
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And the poet thus records his own obsel'Y'&tioll of the powor of O'COlUlell'S 
voice over an immense crowd:-

I( Kethougbt no cla.rion could bave sent ita Bound 
Even to the centre of the hoste around; 
And. as I thought, l'.O88 the BonOr.lUS ewell, 
.As from some cburoh-towft Strings the silTel',f bolL 
Aloft a.ud olear, from airy tide 10 tide, . 
It glided, eM)" as a bird ma.y glide; 
To the last verge of tb' vast audienoe 88D.~ 
It plaTd with eoch wild passion as it ".nt; 
Now atirr'd the uproar, DOW the mormur still'd 
And BObs or laughter amwer'd as it will'd. 

U Then did I know what spells of infinite ohoioe, 
To I'01lB8 or lall. baa the sweet huma.n. ... oioe; 
TlJen did I seem to leize the sudden clue 
To the grand troublous Life Antique-to rieW',~ 
Under the rock·stand of Dem08thenas, 
Mutable Athena hean her noisy aeaa.n 

The Last Speech.-On" the(i8rd of April, 1846 (writea Mr. 
Disraeli in his "Life of Bentinck ''J Mr. O'OollllOll had &nilounced that 
he should etate his vie"", at length on the condition of Ireland. Accor
dingly, ... hen tho order of the day for resuming the adjourned deb.te (011 

Ihe. Irish Ooercion Bill) W88 read, he rose at Ollce 10 propose 811 amend. 
ment 10 the motion. He sat in on un1181l8l pw.e, in th.t generslIy 
occnpied by the leader of the Oppoeition, and spoke from the led bol<, 
con'\"ement to him from the number of documents to which ho had to 
ref.r. His .ppearance was of great debility, and the Iones of his voico 
were Te'1 still. His words, indeed, oBly reached those who were imme. 
diately around him, and the ministers .itting on tho other side of tho 
green table, ond lieteniug with that interoot and" respectful attention 
whioh became the occasion. It was a strange and touching spectacle to 
th ... who remembered the form of colO8S8l energy, and the clear and 
tbrilling ton .. tbat hed once st&rtIed, disturbed, and controlled .enates. 
:Mr. O'Connell was on his legs for nearly two hours, assisted occasionally 
in the management of his documents by some devoted a:ide-de-camp. To 
the HOUBO generslIy it was & performanoe in dumb show, a feeble old 
man muttering before a table; but respect for the great parliamentary 
personage kept all as orderly as if the fortunes of a party hung upon his 
rbetoric; and though not an accent reaehed the giillery, means were 
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taken that next morning the oonnhy ehould not loee the leet and Dot the 
leeet intereeting of the speeche. of one "hI! had eo long occupied and 
agitated the mindo of nationa. 

RICHARD LALOR SHEIL. 
(17_1851.) 

A Ka.nh Voic •• -Bir Francis Doyle writes: .. Sheil Dever spoke 
without careful preparation, and every oenteDce ~ beautifully modelled. 
As a whole, perhape there wao too much glitter and gaudin ... , but atill 
his glowing fancy and great rhetorical akill bore down all hostile criticism, 
and everybody listeDed to him .. he .. eDt OD with odmiring expectatiOll. 
Uuluckily, both for himeelf and hie hearen, hie voi .. wao detestabl ..... 
something betweeD the yell of apeaoock and the squeak of a sIete peDcil 
....... that unmixed pleasure could Dot be enjoyed, and you were obliged 
to waiG for the newspaper next morniDg to nnderetau<t ho .. great ho 
really ....... 

Th. a-ra .... of .. Gov ...... ment.-Prof .... r Prymo sayo: "Hr. 
Sheil .... distinguished, like O'Oonnoll, by hie advocacy of • repeal of 
the Union, and \VaS one of the most eloquent and impressive speakers in 
tho ParliameDt (1835). OD a motion respecting Ireland, during p .. I'e 
chort administration, ho said that tho griavancee of that country had been 
fatal to several Governmenta, and C oven now: pointing with bended form 
to that epaoe of iho lloor which Ii .. before the ~ beDCh, • have 
dng the grave that is yawning before· tho preoent oue: The oeneetion 
whioh hie .. tion and hie figure created .... eo intenoo that .. e wore almost 
tempted to look if there were not a ohaem in the plaee he pointed to. ne 
spoke with prophetic lore." 

A Burst of l'atriotism.-oDe of hie most rem .. keble and beauti. 
fuI outburota of nationality (writ .. Francia) was in 1837, in hie celebrate,l 
attack OD Lord Lyadhnret for hie " alleD .. epsach. Alluding to the alleged 
charge th.t the Iriah were alleuo in blood and religioD, he delivered this 
magnificeDt buret: "Whore was Arthur, Duke of Wellington, wheD th ... 
words wora uttored P Mothinke he chould have .tarted up to disclaim 
them. 

I The battles, sieges. fortU1les tha.t he'd puaed." 

ought to have come beck upon him. ne onght to have remembered thot, 
from the earlie.t achievemant in which he diapl&yad that military geni.", 
which h .. placed him foremost in the anusIe of modem warfare, down to 
that leet and surpassing combet which h", IDllod. hie name imperish.ble
from As8aye to Waterloo-the hish soldien, with whom your armies were 

. filled, were the insoperable anxlliari .. to the glory with which his nnpsral
leled successes have been orowned.. Whose were the athletic arms that 
drove your haYODets .t Vimie .. through the phalanx .. that Dover reeled 
in the chook of war before P What desperate valour climhed tbe .teeps 
and Illled the moata of Badajoo P All, all hie viotori .. chould have rush .. 1 
and o .. wded baok upon his memory-Vimiera, Badaj08, Salaman .... 
Albuo .... Toulonoe'-Dd, I •• t of all, the gro.\tost. Tell me, for you we,,, 
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. there-I appeal t<> tho ga.llant soldier before me (pointing to Sir Hem'Y 
Hardingo), who beara, I know, & generollB heart in an intrepid breast
tell me, for you must Deeds remember, on tha.t day when the destinies of 
mankind wore trembling· in t·he balance, while death fell in ahowera upon 

. them; when the artill..,. of Franco, levelled with the proowon of tho 
most deadly scienco, playod upon them; when her legions, incited by tho 
voice, inspired by the example of their mighty loader, rnahed again and 
.again to the contest i-tell me if, for an instant (when t4 hesitate for an 
instant was to be lost), tho 'aliena' blanched P And whou, at length, tho 
moment for the last decisiT8 movement had arrived; when the valour. so 
long wisely checked, wao at last let 100 .. ; when, with words familiar but 
immortal, the great captain exela.imed, • Up. lads, and at them ! '-tell me 
if Catholic Ireland with less heroic valour than the natives of your own 
gloriollB isle precipitated herself upon the foe P The hleod of England, 
Scotla.nd, Ireland flowed in the same stream, on the same field; when tho 
chill moraing dawned, their dead lay cold and stark toget·her; in the S&UlO 

deep pit their bodies were deposited; the green arm of spring is now 
bres.king on tljpir commingled dost; the dew falls from heavon upon their 
union in the grave. Partakers in every peril. in the glory shall we Dot 
participate P And shall we be told, ao a requital, thot we are estrenged 
from the Doble country for whose salvation our lifeblood was poured outP" 
The effect produeed by this pasasge will not be e .. ily forgoU..... Tho 
passionate ,"ehemenee of the speaker and the mournful music of his voico 
were a living echo to the deep emotions with which his soul 80emed 
cbarged. . 

AD Appe.al for the .Tews.-Iu tbe second reading of the Bill for 
removing J ewisb disabilities, introduced by Lord J om Russoll'o Govern. 
ment in 1848, Mr. Sheil made the follo"'f4lg appeal in its favour: Ie There 
have been repeated references in this House to the author of the I Decline " 
and Fall of the Roman Empire,' but I think thot 8 name still more 
illostriollB might heve been cited. W BB not Bolingbroke, the fatally 
accomplished Bolingbroke, to whose genius were off.rad tributss amount. 
rug aheost to idolatrous veneration-was not Bolingbroke, who united to 
e::dernal accomplishment high intellectual endowments, and whose inter. 
course in private life exercised a species of lasciDation on all who had the 
misfortune to approacb him-waa not Bolingbroke, the infidel Bolingbroko, 
8 member of this H01lB8 P W .. he stopped by the test which arrested the 
Jew P Did he not, on the eontrary, tread upon. it, and mount to the height 
of power, and become a confidential adviser of the Sovereign P Is it not 
preposterous thet & man by wbom revelation WBB rej.cted, who·doubted 
tho inunortality of the soul, who doubted 8 future .tate of reward and 
punishment, who doubted etemity and providence, who believed nothing, 
who feared "nothing, who hoped for nothing, who laid no restraint upon 
his depravity, who had no incentive to virtue beyond such natural prompt. 
fuga as God may have given him-is it not moIlStroue that such a fiend 
ohould lind his way into tho H01IBe of Commons, and climb to the piDD&cle 
of power, and that you should slap the door with indignation in the fac. of 
.an honourable and cOll8cientious mall, ,,110 adheres to the religion in whie~ 
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,]18 was born and bred-of a man who .believes in the facts which eonsii .. 
. tule the foundation of Christianity, who believes in the exislonce of the 
110ble part of our being, who believes in the merei .. of God aud who 
praetisee hutnaDity to man, who believes in tbe len great injunCtiODB on 
whicb all morality is based, whose eor is never deaf to the .upplicatione of 
the suJfering, who.e hand is PpOn as day to melting charity, end whose Iif. 
porhape preeente.a betler exemplification of the precepts of the Gospe1 
than eny of th... men, for the sake of wh .. eChriBtian religion the 
dishonouring disabilities are injurionely maiJitained P" 

LORD JOHN (EARL) RUSSELL. 
(1792--1878.) 

A HoISt in Kimself.-Walking, "18 Samuel Rogers, some yea .. 
ago (ahout 1838 or 1838) through the Park with the Duke of We1\ingIen, 
I said to him. among other things, U What an array there is in the Honse 
of Commona againat Lord John Rnaaell-Peel, Stanley, Graham, &0.1 D 

"Lord JoIm," replied the Duke. Ilia a hoat in himself." 
Jlar17 Appe ....... oes.-Speech OD the H .. beu Corp ... Act. 

-Lord John Rnsaell waa elected 1m the family horoogh of Tavisleck in 
Jnly. 1813, & month before he came of age. He delivered his maiden 
speech in the following year. In 1817 the disconlent among the people 
'IT" so great. that Lord Castlereagh asked for a enspension af the Hab ... 
Corpns Act. Lord Jchll. who was· in feeble health at the lim .. oppo .. ~ 
the proposition, and, after obeerving that the state of his health had 
induced him to .. resolve on quitting the fatiguing bnsin ... of this Honse 
altogether," he went on to 8&y: .. I am determined for my own part that 
DO weakness of frame, DO indisposition of body, shall prevent my 
protesting agoinat the eeteblishment of the most dengerons preceden! 
which this House ever made." He also thus referre4 to the circumstances 
that led to the enactment of the law which it waa propoaed to BnBpOnd: 
.. The year betore this law passed, a plot W1I8 discovered whicb. though it 
has since been ':ib.entioned only 88 an insf4nee of credulity, wore at the 
timo a most alarming appearence. No I ... then two hundred pereone, 
many of them of the first renk, were &Ccnoed of conspiring the death.or 
the King. The heir presumptive to the throne was supposed to ho 
implicated in the CODSpiracy. and foreign Powers were ready with money 
and troop. to ... ist in the anbveroion of our Conetitntion in Chnrch and 
State. Yet at this time did the Lords and Commons preaent tor the 
Royal .... nt this very Bill of Habe •• Corpna, which for Ie .. dengers you 
are ahemt to suspend. We talk much-I think a great deal too muoh-· 
of the wisdom of our ancestors. I wish we would imitate the courage or 
oar &nem.... They were not ready to lay their liberties at the foot of 
tho Crown upon every vain or imaginary a1ann."-In later y .... the 
Habeas Oorpus Act wae more than oneo suspended under Administration' 
of whioh the .peaker himsolf was the head. 

P.raev ........ o. as .. Bel_ar.-Lord Johu R""""ll retired for a 
tim. from ParliBmen!· after !.h. speech jnst quoted; but in the following. 
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year he was again relnrned for Tavistock, and in 1819 made his first 
speech on Parliamentar,y reform. moving oertain resolutione. Th..." 
however, were rejectedj but in February, 1820, he ~a.rried through the 
Commons a. bill disfranehisiDg Grampound and other rotten borougbs; 
but the proposal was not agreed to by the Lords. In March. 1820. new 
e1eotiono talriDg place. Lord John wae returned for Huntingdo!18hire; 
and in May of the following year he again came forward &8 a Parlia
mentary reformer. He shortly after succeeded in earr;ying a proposal to 
disfranchise Grampound, and give its members to Leeds j for whichlattcr 
dauee the Lords substituted the oounty of Yorkshire. This was the first 
suooesafuJ. step in that career of Parliamentary Reform in whioh Lord 
John was subsequently to become so distinguished. On the 26th of 
February. 1828. he aIeo moved for a oommittee of the whole Houee to 
consider the Test and Corporation Acts, and carried it by 44 in A 

House pf 430 members-u to my great smprise." 88 he records in 
f.he introduotion to his Speeches. The Aota were eoon afterwards re· 
pealed. . 

His Introduction of the Reform DiD.-Earl Ruaeell ga .... in 
the introduction to his Ie Speeches,n the following account of the effect 
produced in Parliament by the provisions of the first Reform Bill :-" So 
little were the opposite party prepered for the Bill. that a few days bsloro 
the let of Maroh. 1831. Sir Robert Peel. in a careful speech. derided what 
had bsen done on the subjeota of peace and retrenchment. and predi.ted 
that when the plan of Reform should he developed, it would o .... ion die· 
appointment by the meagreneas of ita propomono and the.trifling nature 
of tha changes recommended. The e«oct. therefore. of tha revelotions of 
the let of Maroh was astounding. • • It wae no wonder that this 
proposition. when plooed boldly and baldly before the Houee of Commons. 
ereated feelings of astonishment. mingled with joy or with oonsternation • 
.. oording to the tomper of the hearers. Mr. John Smith. himself a 
membar for a nomination borough. said the proposal took away his 
breath. Some. perhaps many. thought that the measure waa a prelude to 
civil war. which. in point of fact. it averted. But inoredulity was the 
prevailing fealing. both among the moderate Whigs and the great maas 
of the Torie.. The Radicals alone were delighted and triumphant. Mr. 
J088ph Hume. when I met him in the streets a day or two afterwards. 
assured me of his hearty aupport to the Government. He .aid on another 
subject. in a public .peeoh. that he W88 reedy to vote blook white in 
order to carry the measure of Reform. Lord Durham, who Wll8 sitting 
nuder the galler,y on the let of March. told me he was inolined to doubt 
the reality of what wae passing before hi. eyeo. A noble lord who .. t 
opposite to me. and who haa long ago auoo.eded to a seat in the Houee of 
Lords, cheered me 80 vociferously that I myself was inclined to doubt his 
moaning. I found. afterwards that hie oheers were meant derisively. to 
show his ,.horough ""nviotion of the absurdity and impracticability of my 
pl'OpOu."-Lord Broughton in his JI RecollectioDs" says:. ~. Never 
.hall I forget the astonishment of my neighbours 88 Lord Joh" Rue.el! 
developed h!s plan. Indeed. all the Houes .eemed perfeotly aatounded; 
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""d when he read the long list of the borougha to be either wholly or 
pertieIly clisfranchised, the .. was & ROrt of wild ircmicallaughter. Lord 
John eeemed rather to play with the feara of his audience; and, after 
dotailing eome clauaea that eeemed to complete the echeme, smiled and 
pauSed, and sa.id, '1401'8 yet.' When Lord 'fohn sat doWD, we of the 
Mountain cheered long and loud, although the .. was hardly one of no thet 
believed ouch a .. heme could, by any poeeibility, become the law of the 
land," 

"l'iDaIity" in Beform.-In June, 1837, Lord John Rueeell 
observed. of the Reform Act,. in the House of Commons, n Her .MAjesty's 
Ministers, while they consider it a :6nal measure, do not intend that it 
should remain a berreu Act upon the statute.book, but that it should be 
followed. up in neb a m8rDD.sr 88 would ennoble, invigorate, and enlarge 
t·he institutions of the country.u The DIUIl8 "Finality John" was 
frequently applied to his lordship after this doclarat.ion; but in 1849, in 
the conroe of a debate on certain propoas1s connected with the Charter, 
Lord John denied having ever need the word .. finality .. in the sense 
imputed to him. 

'Upsetting the Coach.-Tho .. tirist's portrait of Lord John 
Russell, in the followiDg lines from Lytton's U New Timon," becomes far 
from uncomplimentary at its close :-

"Nest cool, and aU unoonsoiOD8 of reproach, 
Comes the oalm ' Johnny who upset the ooaoh.'e 
HoW' form'd to lead, if not too proud to please
BiI fame woulc1 fire you, but his manners freeae. 
Like 01' dialike, he doea not care .. jot; 
He wanta YOUI' vote, but your affection not. 
Y,t human heMta need "un, .. ",ell &8 oata,-:
So cold a. olima.te pla.ys the deuee with vows. 
And while his doctrines ripen day bT daTI 
Hill froat-Dipp'd Pat"t7 pines itself a.wa.7'j'J:-
]/rom the slarnd .... toh ito own loTed child we steal, 
And 'Free Trade' chirrups on the lap of Peel I . 
Bul>se. our stateaman when the steam. is on, 
And languid JoIuu>y glo ... to glorio .. Joim I 
When Ha.mpden's thought, by Faltla.nd's muses dreas'd, 
Light. the pale obeek. Uld swells the generous breast; 
When the pent heat expands the q1liobDiDg soul, 
And foremOit in the moo the wheels of geDiu roUt" 

• A note is added here: U Lord sta.nley's memorable e:r:olamatioa on .. oertain 
o«oaaiOD "'hiob DOW belonga to history-'JolIImTs upset the ooach: Never 
wu ooaoh upset with wah perieot .a",..froid OD the part of the driver'" 

The It ooaoh It in quoation was the :Ministry of EMl Gr87 in 18M. The 
8mlsmation W'M hMtiq aoribbled. on. piece of pap •• and puaed to Sir Jam .. 
Graham. Th •• to.., went thet Sir Jam •• Blipped this paper into hill pooket; ~t 
WB8 found there the same night by his nJe' who oarried it to the Xi"'ff oflloe. 
ADd in WI way the miDiaterial oriaia 001ed. out to the publio. niB dory. how .. 
over, hal been denied. 
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Kind Triumphing over .att81'.-Here is &nothe. picture of 
Lord John Russell, by an acute oboerver (Mr. Maddyu) :-" His ontward 
form was frail and wealdy i his counten&nt"e sicklied over with the effects 
of ill he&lth and solitary oelf·oommlllling; hi. tignro ohrnnken below the 
dimensions of ordinary manhood; his genera.! air that of a meditative 
inTa1id. Bnt within that feeble body was a spirit that knew not how 
to oower, a bravo Jreart that could puloate •• hemently with 1arge ond 
Iteroical emotions, a soul that aspired to liTe nobly in a proud and right 
manly career. His voice was weak, his accent mincing with a.:ffectation, 
his elocution broken, stammering, and 1Wcertain, save when in a few 
lUl'ky moments his tongue seemed unloosed, and there e&m.e rushing from 
Ms lips a burst of epigrammatic sentences-logical, eloquent, and terse, 
and occuionaU;rvivitied by the tire of gem.... Then would his right hond 
eourolsively ba oIenched, his head prondly thrown back, the ontline of his 
faee bacome rigid and drawn, &nd the oman form aeem to dilate, while the 
.heek would blan.h ... with mora.! excitement, as the .. stacy of applauding 
llRrtizans made the walls of the Senate ring with echoing cheers." 

Occa.sional Spa.rks.-The speeches of Lord John R .... ell, as a rule, 
show fe .. sparkle. of the gem ... whioh the literary portraite jllSt referred 
to, like all contemporary impressions, reoognias SO freely. The wit and 
bril1iancy whiob Lord John R.....n IlIldoubtedly possaseod appear to have 
been de1ibarately and entirely subordinatod to a staid, methodie&l way of 
de&ling with parliamentary b,nsinese, &nd to a sense of ministeriul respon
sibility. It was often a momentary lIash which alone reve&led the fnU 
light within. This latent power was shown at time. in llIlexpected 
l'Cpartee; and one of the most telling retorts ever uttered in either House 
of Parliament was made by Lord John when Sir Francis Burdett, after 
turning from Radical to Tory, thought proper to sneer at the "cant of 
pat.riotism." "I quite agree," said Lorcl·, Joln,1, f'with the honourable 
baronet that tha cant of patriotism is a bad thing. But I can tell him. 
worse-the ~eeant of patriotism-which I will gladly go along with him in 
reprobating whenever he shows me an example of it!' 

Eqnal Jl.ights.-In a speech in the Honse of Commons in May, 
1830, Lord John R ..... U thll8 oppoaed the idea of 1lIliversa1 Blrlrrage, 
II Considering our system--eonsidering our monarchy and our Rouse of 
Lords, and remembering the etste of property in this COlllltry, I do not 
think that the exercisa of nniversal Blrlrrage could end otherwi .. than in 
a collision that would produce either a CommoDwealth on the one hand, 
or an absolute Monarchy on the other ... Mr. Fox, however violent he 
lIught be in opposition to, or in pnnmit nf. a pameula.r measure, yet pre~ 
aened a high degree of moderation in the most .tormy tim.s. When Mr. 
Fox was speaking of tha doctrine of equs1ity, so much in fashiou at the 
time of the French Revolution, he said, 'I too, Sir, am for equality. I 
think that men are entitled to eqnat right., bnt to equal righte to llIleqna1 
things.' To that ob.ervation, Sir, I adhe... I think that if nniversa1' 
sol!rage were introdnced, equal righte to unequal things could not in the 
long-run be maintained." .t ~ll8ervative." and u.Befo1"lDers!'-During the election of a 
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new Parliament which followed the acc8seion of Queen Victoria in 1887, 
Lord John Russen, in addressing the electors of Stroud, thus referred to 
the suggeeted abolition of the terms Whlg and Torr, and the adoption by 
the latter party of the then now term Conservative,. "If they are really 
and truly conservativ .. as regards the general institutions of the countrr, 
no name is deserving of more adherents, or would meet with more general 
approval; but with them it is a mere change of n&m8, • mere aliaa to 
persons who do not like to be known under their former designation, an(I 
who under the Dame of Conservatives mean to be conservative only of eve-lOY 
ab-.f everything that is roiten-of everything that is corrupt. If 
that, then, is the name that pi ..... them-if they .. y the! the distinction 
of Whlg and Torr should no longer be kept up-I am reedy, in opposition 
to their name of Conservative, to t&ke the name' of Reformer, and to 
stand by that opposition. .And in looking back to historr, tuking their 
sense of the denomination of Gansenative, I think one may be as proud 
of the name of Reformer 88 they can be of the name of Conservative. 
What was Lnther P Luther was a Reformer. Leo tho Tenth, who 
opposed the Reformation, 'was a Conservative. What was Galileo P 
Galileo, who made great discoveries in science, was a Reformer. The 
Inquisition, who put him into prison, was Conservative. So, in the same 
way, with respect to every part of historr, we find thet in all tim .. 
and in all countries there have been Reformers and Conservatives. The 
Christiana who anlfered martyrdom in Rome were Reforme... The 
Emperor who put these Christians to death, Nero, was & Conservative." 

The Ecclesiastical Titles Act.-"l!I'o l'operJ'."-Earl R .... n . 
thus commented in hia II Recollections" upon this Act. which was passed 
in 1851 :-" The object of that bill wae merely to .... rt the enpremaey of 
the. Crown. It was neve. intended to prosecute any Roman Catholic 
bishops who did not .. t in glaring and ostentatious defiance of tho 
Que.n'. title to the Crown. AccordiDgly, a verr clever artist represented 
me in a caricature 88 a boy who had chalked up I N Q Popery' upon a wall 
and then run away. This was a verr fair joke. In fact, I wanted to place· 
the .... rtion of the Qu.en'. title to appoint bishops on thel!tatnle·book 
and thero leave it. 01 kept in the handa of the Crown the dis.retion to pro· 
ascule or not any ol!ensivo denial of the Queen'. rights. My pnrpoao was 
fully answered. Thos. who wished to give the Pops the right of appoint. 
ing bishops in England opposed the bill. Whon my object had beon 
gained, I had no obje.tion to the repeal of the Aot. • 

"ractiou Combination.D-After the defeat of Lord nerby'. 
Government in 1852. and the formation of the I. Coalition :Ministry~' by 
the Earl of Aberdeen, Lord John Rnaeen (Secretary for Foreign Affairs) 
thus defended himself and his aoneagn ... before tho electors of London, 
from the charge of faotious oombination': It U an omnibus. with aomo 
dozen passengers. were seen going doWD. Ludgate-bill at • furious pace. 
and breaking into the shop windoWl, and injuring everybody thet ,.. .. 

• ThiI word came milo uae about the time of the'!rat RetOl'lD. Bill. Mr. 
Croku HVing introduoed it in 18S1. in aD articl. iD the QuClrtffill B.lNw. 

, 
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going by .... by. every IIl&1l would ClODcur-the men tbet we", going _
ward and the men that we", going westward-eJl would ClODCV in 
etopping that omnibus. end telling the .... hm.n to get off his haL And 
how mucb 81Il'priaed would all those passengers. with the policeman at 
their head. be if the c ... bIIl&1l ... e", to 8&y •• Why. this is & factions 
combination. Yon. gentlemen, are going BOme of you one way and some 
another. and yet you beve all eombinod to p",vent me driviDgmy omnibus 
into the shops.' Such, DOwevel', was the charge made against 11&-& 

.berge. how.v.r. which I thmk you will ... y .... need not be T'ry much 
eoneerned at." 

.. Peace with Konour. "-On receiving an address a£ Greenock. 
in September. 1853. Lord J oba Rneeell epoke of the duty that devolv.d_ 
OD this country to endeavour to secure the rigbta of nations by peace, 
if possible, and added: U But while we endeavour to maintain peace. I 
.ertainly should be the last to forget that if p •••• cannot be maintained 
with honour, it is no longer peace. It becomes then but & truee-a pre~ 
carious truce, to be denounced by others whenever they may think fit
whenever they may think that an opportunity bee oee1U'red to enforce by 
arms their unjust demands eitDe!' npon us or npon our allies. I trust that 
so long .. :1 can bear any part in the pUblic couneils of this kingdom snoh 
will be my sentiments." 

DB!lg ........ l'eople.-Earl Russell writea: .. When we first heard 
of the seizure of the two Confederate commissioners on board the 'Trent' 
(in 1861). Lord Palmereton aeked m. privately wbet we should do. I 
anawered .hortly. quoting wbet Grattan said with ",f.ren.e to another 
power, and on another occasion •• The United States' Govemment are TeyY 
dangerous people to run away from.'" ' 

Public .TUBtice.-In May. 18M, Mr. Disrseli mad. a spe.ch in the 
Rouse of Commons animadverting severely on the general management 
of affairs by the Aberde.n Ministry. end' in the .omse of it tennted Lord 
J oba Rnaeell with beTing joined that Ministry "without a department." 
and "condescending to accept subordinate office under an ancient and 
inveterate political opponent." Lord John, in reply) defended his presont 
eonnection with the Earl of Aberdeen, and expreBBed hi •• onfidence in 
his eo11eagoe •• adding: "Should I be of opinion that the conduct of the 
war is not snf. in the hands of the preeant Government-tbet the Gov.rn
ment is not carrying on the war with the vigour which makes war 
successful, and with Do view to .. peace-which alone could be safe and 
honourable-from tbet moment I should ..... to b8 a member of it. 
But. Sir. considering that that is the great and p .... ing question of the 
.ountry. no tennts of the right honourable gentleman would make me 
leave the Governm.nt with which I am .onn.cted...... position. God 
knows, of more labour md anxiety than of any plp.ASlIf8, profit. or emolu
ment. I repeat that. nnl ... I were .. nTincod that the present Gov.rn-' 
ment was mure likely than any gov.8l'1LDlent -which could be formed to 
carry on the war .uc .... fulJy. and to .onelud. it by an hononrsbl. peace. 
I should ..... to be on. of its members; but eo IonA' as I have th.t 
opinion, 1 sball t ..... t to the House and to tile oountry for putting a fair 
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interpretation upon my conduct. I rely upon that jl18tioo which hardly 
c\"Or fails to construe rightly the actio ... of pUblio men." 

.. Dropping" hill Colleaguea.-Lord John Ru.ssell's retirement 
rrom tho Abordeen Minietry in 1855, on the bringing forward of Mr • 

• Roebuck's motion for a committee of inquiry into tho condition of tho 
army .before Sohsotopol, togethor with his frequent independonoo of 
action on similar oceasions, and his custom of momg abstract resolutions, 
gave point to a saying of Sidney Herbort's whioh is quoted by Bishop 
Wilborfo .. e: .. Lord John drops his Resolutions as if they ""rehis 
collesguos." 

.. The YOlUlg ..... from lII"orthamptoD."-At the gsnoralelec
tion of 1857, a new candidate, of Northampton connections, was nominated 
by the Registration Association of tho City of London to .tand with other 
eommercial men, to the exclusion of Lord John Russell. His lordship, in 
addressing the elect"ro, made the following obocrvetions on this point: 
.. If .. gontJoman were dispoocd to part with his hutler, his C08chman, or 
his gamokeoper-or if a morchant wore disposed to port with an old 
SCrTallt, a warehouseman, a clerk, or enD a porter-he would say to him, 
• John (laughter), I think yonr facultiss are somowhat de.ayed; you aro 
growing old; you have made several mistakes; and I think of putting Il 
young man from Northampton in your plaee.' (Laughter and .beoro.) I 
think a gentleman would bohave in that way to his servant, and thereby 
give John an opportunity of answering that bo thought hi. faculties ... ere 
not 80 much decayed, and that he W88 able to go on at all events some fivo 
or six yoors longer. That opportunity WM not given to me. Tho- question 
'W88 decided in my absence, without any intimation to me. and I come DOW 

to ask you and the eitizen.e of London to reverse that deeision." Tho 
ele.to .. did so; Lord John being again returned in company with hi. 
fOl'mer colleagues • 

.. Best .... el be TbaDkfal."-Earl Ruasell was entertained to dinner 
at Blairgowrie on tho 26th of September, 1868, whon, replying to tho 
tout II Her Majesty·., Ministers." he said: (' With regard to domestio 
'iIOlioy. I thick we are all pretty much agreed, because the fosling of the 

. \!'onntry.and of th'" who have eonducted great reforms. is verymneh like 
that of the man WIIO. having made a road in your own highlands, put" 
Btone OD tho top of the mountain with an inscription, • Rest and be thank .. 
fill.' That seome to bo very much like our fseling; not that the .. aro 
Jlot oth~r roads to make and other mountains to climb. But it seems to 
b. tho feeling of the country, in which I cannot help joining, thot our 
IJolicy is rather to ' rest and be thankful ' than to make new roads.» 

.. CODspiC1l01lB b,. Abaenoe."-Mr. R. H. Hutton, in his .. Studiea 
in Parliament" (1866), quotoa another of Lord J ohn'a apt sayings or 
'luotat.ions: .. One of tho most atriking cbarooteristics of Lord Ru.ssell, 
which popnlarissd him, if we may use that expression, aD early in lif .. is 
• .ertain English • baldn .. 8· of mind which helps bim to blurt oul his 
(·onvictiou.a. however hasty, iD. • short, naked kind of way that at once 
make. them very visible to psnons of all oiaasss, though not always 
".ible ill th.ir most ornamental form. Some of his pbrases, remarkabls 
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for· their faulty dire.tn .... atilllinger amongst ns-as, for instance, that 
hnppy term invented by him, wo think, expressly for tho .. qualities of 
the Tory Reform Bill of 1859, which we... 'conspi.uous by their 
absence.' JJ • '.'~ 

Talent in the :Lorcls.-" When a great question &rises (says Earl 
Rnssell) which requires a display of more than ordinary knowledge of" 
history, more accurate lea.nrlng. more constitutional lore, and more
practical wisdom than is to he found in the usnal debates of Parliament, I. 
know not where 

'the general debate, 
Tho popu.1a.r ha.m.ngue, the tart reply, 
The logio and the wisdom and the wit,' 

are to be found in greater perfection than among tho prolat... on tha. 
episeopsl bench, the peers of three centuries of nobility, and the recent. 
occupants of the woolsack." 

Precious PossesBions.-Whan the Reform Bill of the Aberdeen 
Ministry, of "hich Lord John Russell had charge in the Houea of 
Commone, .... withch"wn in 18M, his lordship received one of the highest 
complimente evar offered by a political opponent. Mr. Disraeli ea.id: 
" Although it has been my fate to he always _ted oppoeite to the nobla 
lord, I can _y, most sincerely, that no one in this Honse baa a more 
heartfelt respect for tha noble lord than I hava. I think his character and. 
cnreer are precious possessions of the House of Commons, and I am sure 
that the members of this Honse will alwsys cherish them. Wherever the 
nobla lord site, I am enre he will he .. companied by the respect of avery 
member of this Honse; and I think tha manner in which to.night he has. 
made what was evidently & painful communication is in every way worthy 
of the noble lord's character." 

:£ .... 1 :B.1IBsell'a Judgment on Kimse1f.-To speak of my own 
work. I C&D. only rejoice that I have been allowed to havo my share in the 
took aecomplished in the holf centnry which has elapsed from 1819 to 
1869. My capacity, I always felt, was very inferior to that of the men. 
who heve attsinad in past times the fo .. moe! place in our Parliamen~, and 
in the councils of our Sovereign. I have committed many e1'1"Ol'8, some or 
them very gross blunders. But the generoua people of England are 
ftlways forbe.ring and forgiving to those.atatesmen who have the good of 
UICir country at heart. Like my bett.ers, I have been misrepresented and 
.t"UlClered by those who know nothing of ma; but I havo been more than 
<ompenssted by the confidence and the friendship of the beat men of mT 
O1VU politioal connection, and by the regard and favourable iuterpretation 
01 my motives which I have heard. expressed by my generous opponents, 
from tha dsys of Lord Castlereagh to those of Mr. Disrseli.-IntTod"ct~ '0 If Sptuha." 

• This 4gure comes from the Annale of Tacitus, iii. '16: II Sed prtefuIgebant. 
Co.sDU atoque lIrutwl eo ipso quod eftlgilM eorum non visebo.ntllr." 
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LORD PALMERSTON. 
(17840-1865.) 

ElLtrance into l'a.rliamelLt.-The first coll8tituen"7 Lord P&lmer
slon .. pired to repre.out in the House of Commoue wos' that of tho 
University of Cambridge, for which he was Dommated in 1806, and again 
in 1807, but proved on both occaoioue nuencC088ful. The earlier of Ihe .. 
events is alluded to by Byron, in U ~ours of Idleness," in the follo";..ng 
doggerel steTU'A:O-

ft Then would I view each rival wight, 
Petty ODd Palmereton ...... "7, 

Who canvass there, with aU their might, 
Agaiuet ths nut eleotive da,." 

1iis lordohip, huwover. W08 returned for the borough of Newport (I.W.) at, 
tha general election in 1807. but his name does not occu:r in "Hansard" 
.. a speaker till the following year. In Iii." Autobiography" he wrote 
respecting his rotnrn: "I came into Parliament for N owtowu in the Isle 
<>f Wight. a borough of Sir Leonard Holm .. •. One eoudition required W88 

-that I would ne'Ver, even for the election, set foot in the place. So jealous 
W88 the patron loot any attempt abould he made to got a ne", intorost 

. in the borough. tl 

Ea.r17 l'l'omotiolL.-Lord Palmerston, .oon after his return to 
Parliament. W88 made a Junior Lord of the Admiralty in the Duke of 
Portland's A dmjnjstr&tion. He had Bpoken only once in the House, and 
wos hut twenty-five yea .. of kge. when Mr. Perceval ofrered him the 
Chancellorship of the Exchequer in his Government. After cODsultation 
with friends, he declined on the ground of his inexperience, and was 
then ofrered the Secretaryship at War--<m 0111 .. distinct from the Seel .. -
teryebip for War. and conoomed cbio1ly in the aeco1lI1ts of the department. 
He accepted this with reluctance, entering in his JOUnlal: "-I have alWAYS 

thought it nnfortuuote for anyone. and particularly • young man. to 
he put.above his It'!''per level, .. he ouly ri ... to fall the lower." This 
Sec .. teryellip he .. ntinued to hold nnder vanono Administrations from 
1809 till 1828. 

Attempt to Asa .... ein .. te Kim.-The attempt to os.088inste Lord 
Palme .. lon is th1lll related in a letter from the Rov. A. Herri. to Lord 
Fitzharria. given in the Malmesbnry Correspondenc. :-" April 8th, 1818. 
I have jnet .een Palmerston after this horrible attempt to o."·,i •• \o ilim. 
He has received a contusion upon the baekbone, but Dot. 'Very severe 
one, and there is Dot the least reason for alarm. His escape was a Te1"1 
narrow one. The 88S88Sin, whose name is ,Davis, and who had been 811 

deer in Sp&in, met him upon the staircase at the War OJ6..c8, and was 
quite close to him when he fired; the ball penetrated his coat and waist
coat about tho middle of his spine. and glanced ofr. Palmerslon walked 
on to the room where his o .. rotary W88 sitting. and told him that 
he had heen, abot at. hnt did not know whet injury he had recei"ed. 
Astley Cooper, and another Burgeon of the name of Lynn, C&Dle imlne-
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diately, and found the 1Ieeh upon the backbon. contus.d, hnt that tit. hall 
had not penetrated the akin. The ball was found upon the .tairease. 
The surgeons conveyed Pa1merston home. MeanwhUe the IIS888I!in .... 
seized by two m .... ug.rs and put into saf. custody. PaIm.raton told mo 
that he know him to b. mad, and for thet reason hod d.clin.d •• eing him, 
heving rec.ived two l.tters lately asking him to do 00." Lord Palmer. 
ston thus jocularly reforrsd toth. occurrence in • letter to Lord Malmo •• 
bury 8 few days afterwards: "After all, I am not balf 00 sore .. either 
Don QnW>te or Sancho, upon many occasions in their adventuroe. • • 
One .. mfort is that I sbaII he recordod in illustrious company, .. heving 
hod the .. m. escapo aa the Dnk. of W.llington and the Regent; but I 
heve so far the advantage of the latter thet my hnll.t has heen found, 
though, lu.kily, ... , iR'l'O." 

Coming to the l'ront.-The following occurs in the " J ournaI" of 
O. Grevillo, Olerk of the OouncU, 1U1der date Jun. 11, 1829, "The .ven! 
of last week was Palmcrston's speech OD the Portuguese question. which 
was delivered .t .. late hour and to .an .mpty bouse, but which they eay WII& 

.xceedingl,. abl. and eloquent. . This is the •• cond he baa mad. this year 
of great mari!. It was veq violent against Gov.rnm.nt. .n. bas b •• n 
twenty yearo in offic. and n.v.r distinguiahed himseIf hafo ......... proof how 
many incidental eircumatences ""!. requisite to bring out the W.nte whiell 
a man may passe... Th. offi •• h.· h.ld waa on. of dull and dry d.tail, and 
be nev.r trav.lled out of it. H. probably stood in awe of Oanning and 
olh.ro, and waa n.v.r in the Oabin.t; but heving lately held high.r situs
tiona and baving acquired more confidence, and the great men ha.ving been 
removed from the House of CommollB by death or promotion, he has 
lnunched forth, and with aatonishing .u.c.... Lord Granvill. told m. he 
bed alwaya thought P.hn.rston waa capable of more than h. did, and had 
tolcl Canning so. who did not believe it," 

A 'rhree-Decker.-Canning. however, when Prime Minister, is 1'0-
port.ed to h .... once spoken with regrst of the I ... he snotain.d through 
Ih. silence of hia S.cretary at War. "What would I giv."-h. is &sid to 
hnve exclaimed, when wearied wUh 888&ults from the Opposition benches 
-" what would I give to get that thre.-d.ck.r, Palmeraton, to llear down 
upon them/' . .. , .. 

A I'rophecy.-Lord Palmeraton foretold not ouly ·the fr •• -trod. 
policy of Sir Rob.rt Peel, but aloo the period of ita adoption. Speaking 
in September. 1841, he said: U Theright.bonourable baronet had said that 
he W8.B not prepared to declare that he would never propose a change in 
the Oom La\1'8, but he certainly should not do 80 unless at the head of an 
united O.bin.t. Wlty, looking .t the persons who form hia administra. 
tion, he mllSt wait 80mething near five years before he can do it. JJ. It is a 
romarkeble coincidence (remarke Francis) that in four . years and .ight 
montba from the data of thia prsdictiou, Sir Rob.rt Peel introdueed hia 
measp,re for the repeal of the Corn La\YfJ . 

.. Olf-hand" n.b .. ting.-In a sp· ••• h against Sir Roh.rt Peel'. 
Governm.nt,in 1M2, Lord Palm.roton thua ref.rred to Lord Stanl.y (altar. 
warda Enrl of Derby): "Th. noble lord the m.mb.r for North Lancashire 
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is almost tho only membel' of the· present Government whot in the courso 
. of this session, has said much upon foreign a:ffairs. The Doble lord, on the 
_ion to which I allude. made a very good off·band speech. for no man 
;. a better off·band debater than the noble lord. But off.band debaters 
"re 8Ometim .. apt to ea,. ... batever ma,. come into their heede on tba epar 
of the moment. without stopping to consider-ao they would do if the,. 
had time-... hether what the,. are going to oa,. is stricti,. consistent with 
the facts to which it applies. I remember to have heard of a celebrated 
minister of a foreign country. living about the middle of the last century. 
who wea giving inetructiono to ono of his agents .. to the iAngnage ho 
ehould hold in regard to the conduct of another government. The agent. 
having listened to the inetructions. ventured. with great humility and very 
submissively. to suggest thet the iAngnage which he wea ordored to hold 
"WlIII not strictly consistent with fact. and-might indeed be thought to be 
altogether at variance with fact. What WBB the minister's answer P 
• Nover mind fllIlt! What in tho world does !hal signify P It is a good 
thing to eay. and take care you eay it.' That minister would. I think. 
have made not a bad off.band debater in this Houes." 

A Defoce sf ":a.astle .. Activity.D_In Merch. 1848. Mr. Roe. 
buck had moved for a oommittee to inquire into the canoes of war with 
Afghanistan. 1Idld had attacked Lord Psbnerstou. in Iiis capacity 88 tho 
late Fomign Se.mtsry. His lordship thus mplied, .. The honooreble ana 
l ...... ed gentleman did not intend. I am sure. to heve dons that which I 
think he has done. that is. to speak in a complimoutory manner of myself 
.. s.omtary of State for Foreign Alfoirs. He stated • fact. and ho _ 
coupled that fsot with an epithet. In doing this. he certainly did not 
mean to be compJimentory; but I throw the epithet aside. and look only 
to the statement of fact. which I consider to be complimentary to anyoDo 
in the situation which I had the honour to hold. Th_nourabl. and 
Jearned gentleman accused me of a • mischievous and restless activity' ill 
the discharge of m,. official duti... No .... -with regard-to tho term 
• mischioTOUB,' I must take the liberty of oayingthat the honourable .lUl 
learned gentlo~appoars to me to have peculiar notions of what is end 
what is Dot wisctdevous; and, therefore, he will pardon me for saying 
thet his opinion that my oJIieiaJ. conduct WBB mischievous will not disturb 
the conviction of my mind that it WBB of • contrary tendency. That 
there was • activity' the honourable and learo.ed gentleman declares; and 
we have his uuoquivocaJ. testimony to the f .. t. I thank him for that 
compliment. He says that my I restless activity eneireled the globe! 
Tho sun no_ sets upon the interests of this country; and the individuaJ. 
whose dnty it is to wateh over the fomign relations of this country would 
not be worthy of his position. if his .ctivity wea not commeusursto with 
tho oxtensive range of the gmat inte_ts that require his attention. That 
WBB my position; the honourable and learned gentleman admits my 
aotivity. and I thank him. • • I say. Sir. that our fomign polic,. was 
eminently suocessfol; that we engaged in many gmat and important ' 
tmusactions; that those tmusaetions were invariably brought to .. conc1n. 
sion according to the vie .... of the British Go.ernmeDt; that aJ.though at 
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many periods there was great danger of disturbanee to the peace of 
Europe, yet we-endowed, as the honourable and learned gentleman h .... 
sneeringly said, with mi:raeolous po .... r of running near the brink of 
danger, but ne..,r into itr-encceeded in maintaining the peaee of 
Europe."· . 

.. Old Womnn."-Lord Aberdeen in 1849, in the conroe of an attack 
on Lord Palm.raton'. foreign policy, &aid that Lord Minto, the British 
ambaosador at Naples, bed onl,. been received b,. the King for llie oam. 
reason that the old woman of SyracUse acqui .... d in the t:rraon,. of 
Dionysius-Iest the devil obould come next. Lord Palmeroton replied to 
this a few evenings later: ., There are men who, having passed their 
whole li .... in edoring the Government of Austria, because the,. deemed 
it the great oymbol of the opinioDB.whieh the,. entertained, at last boeem. 
:fickle in their attachment, and traosferrsd their allegiance to the Govem
ment of France, hecause the,. thought that in that Govemment the,. aaw 
an almoot equal degree of leoning to the arbitrary principle, and because 
the,., foreooth, onopected that Govemment of designo hostile to the 
intereots of frsedom. We hove hesrd of persona of that sort making nos 
of the expression I old WOtnelL' _ Public men ought not to deal in egotism, 
and I will not appl,. to them the expre&aion that has fallen from their owa 
mouth. I will 001,. sa,. that the cooduct of such men is an eumpl. 
of imtiquated imbecility." 

.. Civia Boman1l8 Sum. "-The celebrated application of this phrase 
b,. Lord Palmeraton occurred in the Honos of Oommons on the 25th of 
June, 1850. The occasion was the debate on a vote ot confidence in tho 
foreign polic,. of Lord John RusseU's Government, with especial refer
OIlee to the affairs of Greece. Lord .Palmeraton, as the minietor whoso 
acts were immediately in question, entered into an elaborate defence of 
hio entire foreign polic,., and, after speaking for fi ... hours, closed his 
peroration with a passage which is thus given in II Hansard " :-" I con~ 
toDd that "e have not in our foreign polic,. dono anything to forfeit tho . 
confidence of tho country. We may not, perlmps, in this ma~ter or in 
that. have acted precisely up to the opmioDS of one person or of another
and hard indeed it is, 88 we alllmow by our indhidnal and private espen. 
euee, to find any number of men agreeing entirely in any matter on 
which the,. ma,. not he equa1l,. poasoesed of the detsile of the facts, 8Ild 
circumstances, and ~ aDd eonditioD.8 which led to a.etion. But, 
making allowances for those difforonce8 of opinion which ma,. fairl,. and 
hORO'Dl'ably arise among those who concur in general views, I maintain 
that the principles which can be traced throngh all our foreign tranaac
tiODS, as the guiding rule and directing spirit of our proceedings, are BUch « 

as deserve approbation. I therefore fearlessly challenge the verdict which 
this House, as representing 6 politicsl, a commercial, a constitutional 
eountry. is to give on the question now brought-before it-whether the 
principles on which the foreign policy of her Majest,.'s Government has 
been conduct<ld, and the ...... of duty which has led IlS to think oursolv .. 
bonnd to afford protection to our fellow.subjects abroad, are propel" 
and fitting gnides for those who are ch .. ged with the goveroment of , 
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England; and whether ... the Roman. in day. of old. held himself frcefl'Om 
iDdiguitywhenhe eouldsay Cim. RomG»m 1'Um, 80 also a British subject. 
in whatever land he may be •• b&J.l feel oonlident that the watchful eye aUlI 
the atrong arm of Ehgland will proteet bin! against injustice aud wrong." 
-Sir Robert Peel. although. opeaking againot tha vote of confidence • 
.remarked of Lord PalmerstoD'a defence, amid the cheers of the HOU8C, 
II His speech made us all proud of tllS man who delivered it/' 

The MiDister of Bngland.-Al:ter the Honse of LoM. in 18.50, 
had paseed a vote of .enonre on the foreign poli.,. of the RnsoeU Adminis . 
. tration, tha Premier remarked of his Foreign Secret..,.. in the dehat. 
which ensued in the Commona: "So long as we continue the govemment 
of this conntry. I eon anower for m,. noble friend that he will act, not .. 

. -the minister of Austria, or as the minister of RUSSia, or of France. or of 
an,. other conntry, hut .. tim minister of England." The ob .. rvation was 
thought, by eome, mere tautology; but it was not eo conoidered by Sir 
Robert Peel, who thus referred to it OD • subsequent evening: If Tho 
noble lord eaid that his noble friend tim Seoretary for Foreign Mf.iro 
would not be the minieter of A.ustria, wonhl not be tim minieter of Rnoeia. 
and would not ha the minister of Fran.,.. but would be the minister of 
England. What w .. the meaning of that deelaretion P Tile noble lord 
has too much prudence end disoretion to point a ...,..&em againot three of 
tbe greateat pow.rs of Europ.; but he oould alford to be TOry liberal with 
ou.h w .. pono wb.n direotad againot his Jlred .... aors. :My .onstru.tiou of 
that paaaag. was, that the noble lord meant to contrsat the conduct of the 
noble lord tim member for Tiverton with the conduct of th. Earl of 
.A.bordeen. U 

ShootiJlg the l'olice ........ -In the defenoe of his foreign policy in 
Jnn., 1850, Lord Palmeraton thuo 'referrecL to an attack whioh bad been 
made upon him by Sir Jam.. Graham with regard to tbe alfairo of 
Portugal: .. Portugal is now in the enjoyment of a~onetitution, and 
practically it is working as well as, under all circumstances, and consider
ing how reoentl,. it h .. b.en eot&bIiohed, could perhaps have been expected. 
• Oh; but: oaid thJ..right honourable harenet, • you haTe Coota Cabral .. 
mini.ter, and your ¥hjeot waa to get rid of him.' Now, the fault I lind 
with tho .. who are ao fond of attacking me either h.re or elsewhere, in this 
country or in othero, i. that the,. try to bring down every quootion to a 
peroonal bearing. If they want to oppoee the policy- of England, they 
&BY, 'Let no get rid of the man who happens to be the organ of that 
llolicy.' Why, it is like shooting a polioeman. A.o long .. England is 
England, .. long .. the English poople are animated by the f .. lingo, and 
s)lirit, and opinion. which the,. p....... you may knock down twenty , 
fo\'eign miniaters ODe after another, but depend upon it no one will keep 
bis place who d ... not act upon the eome prineiplea. When it fallo to my 
,juty, in pursuance of my fuuction., to oppceo the polioy of any Govem
mont, the immediate Cl'1 is, I Oh, Ws all spite agniDst this man or that 
mau, Count this or Prince that, that makes you do this! HI 

".r,,<lioioua BottIe-holcling."-On the 18th of November, 1851, 
Lord Palmeroton, .. Foreign Minister, reoeived deputationo from the 
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l>orough of Finsbury and the parish of Islington, who presoutod .ddre .... 
congratulating his lord&hip on the aid he had rendered the Sultan of 
Turkey in e1I'ecting the liberation of Kooanth. The Foreign SecrelarJ 
declared himself highly gratifi.d by such II.Il expr.ssion of opinion on the 
pm of so large a number of his :£ellow..eoUDtrymen; and, in alluding to 
the difficulties which were felt in the conduct of foreign aJfa.irs, he said 
(Pi ..... report), .. a great deal of good generalship and judgment was 
requirod, and during the pending struggle a good des! of judicioua 
bottle.holding was obligod to be brought into play." The phr .. e formod 
the subject of a characteristic car~oon for Punch. shortly after it was 
uttered. 

His Dismissal from the Foreign Secret...-yahip.-When Lord 
Palmerston was dismissed from Lord J obB Russell's Government, for 
beving expresaed to the French Ambassador his approval of Princs Loui. 
Napoleon's coup a:etat. the ministerial explanations respecting the event 
were anxiously awaited by the country. They W8M given immediately on 
the .... mbling of Parliament, February 3rd,l8.52, in the debate on the 
address in onaw.r to the speech from tho throne.. Lo.d John made an 
elaborate statement to the House. in the conrse of wmth he thus explained 
his reasons for the course h. had f.lt compelled to adopt: .. Th. SeerelarJ 
of State for Foreigo A1fairo, putting himself in the place of the Orown, 
neglected and passed by the CroWD, in order to give his own opinion with 
respect to the state of affairs in France. Now, it struck me that a Secra. 
taryof State. constitutionally, has no such power. It appears to me that 
he e&D. only act with the sanction and the authority of the Crown in 
matters of very great importance. In matters of small importance I am 
ready to admit that the Secretary of State must be allowed to take a eourse 
which to him seems best, without a continual reference to the Crown; but 
in thls,matter, which was of the utmost importance-namely, that of 
giving the moral in1Iuence and oupport of England to the oct of the 
President of the French Republic-it seems to me that it WRS an a.:ffair 
80 groat that the opinion, not only of the Prime Minister, but of the 
O.binet, sbould have beon taken, and tbat no ouch opinion ohould bave 
been expressed without their concurrence, and without the sanction of 
the Orown. • • When this took place, .. I conc.ived the authority 
of the Crown had been set aside, and set aside for a purpose which 
the Government could not B8Ilction, it appeared to me that I had no 
other course then to inform my noble frieed tbat, while I held office, he 
could no longer hold the seals of the Foreign Office." Lord PaImerston'8 
statement in his own juatificati .. was to the e:fYed that the communica
tion complained of had been made in 6 non· official conversation with the 
French ambassador. He hold thet .. if tho doctrine of the noble lord 
were establiahed, and if tho Foroigo Secretary were to be precluded from 
expressing on pnssing eTents any opinion to a Foreign Minister, except in 
the capacity of an organ of • previouslr consulted Oabinet, there would be 
an end to that freedom of intercourse between Secretaries of State for 
Foreigo Mairs and Foreigo Miniotero, which tendo so much to good 
understanding and to the facility of public bnsin ...... -Earl Russell in his 

u 



290 ANECDOT-AL HISTORY 0' l' -ABLI.AMEN1' • 

.. Recollections," published in 1875, makes the following remarks upon 
this episode: U Baron Stockmar, whose memoirs have been published, 
seems to have acquieseed in the opinion that my conduct on that occasion 
was dilatory and undecided. My own judgment upon it is that it .... 
hasty &Ild precipitate. I ought to have seen Lord Palmereton, and I think 
I could, without difficulty, have induced him to make a proper snbmiseion 
to her Majesty's wishes, and agree to aet in conformity with conditionS to 
which he had a\ready given his aesont. I felt it to be my duty to declare 
the political connection between Lord Palmerslon and myself to be dis
Bolved. But I felt at the asm. time that my Government was so much 
weakened that it was not likely to retain power for any long time." 

Overthrow of the Bussell Admi:nistratioD. - Lord Palmer
slone-epeedily avenged himself upon the Government from which be had 
been dismissed. On the 20th of February-only a .. eek or two after the 
debete juet mentioned-Lord John R1ISSeIl moved for leave .. to bring in 
a Bill to amend the laws reepectiug the Local Militia." Lord Palmereton 
proposed some amendmenta to the motion, the chisf being to omit the 
word ., local" He made a powerful speech. oue of his most telling pointe 
being .. follows: .. The whole of the objections of the Government to the 
formation of a regnlar militia are founded upon a radical distrust of the 
paople of the United Kingdom. Sir, there is no foundation for this 
distrnst; there is no re&BOD to believe that the people of England wonld 
not rally round the national standeM. It will not be for the first time 
that tha peopls of Scotland will have risen up in arme and have fought the 
O/Iemi .. of the United Kingdom; and if it be that we cannot trnst the
people of Iroland to be faithful and true to their Queen and country, why, 
Sir, let us at once send for a RIlB8i&n force to defend us, or let us have au. 
Auetrimt ga.rrison in London. Let us hide our heede in eh&me and eon
fneion; let no coufe.. that England is no longer England; that he. 
people are no longer endowed with that epirit and eourage which sustained 
them. in times gone by; and that they will not take up arms in their own 
defence, in defence of their homes and their families. of their Sovereign 
and their oountry. Such .eem. to be the idea of the frame .. of this Bill!' 
On a division aa to the word "local," the Government were defeated by 
186 votee against 125, and Ministe .. immedistely .. signed. -

A ~hiDg in • Wrong Plaoe.-At a meeting of the Royal Agri • 
• ultnr&l Society in 1852, Lord Palmeraton mode the following remarks: 
.. If ever there was a case in which it was true that knowledge is power .. . 
that muim is pecu1isrly true in reference to the &ide which chemistry 
alford. to agricultore. Allusion has been made to the question of guano, 
and it has been:mentioned, wbet is perfectly true, that when I held an ollice 
which would beve enabled me, if it bed been possible, to assist the farm .. 
with rcgard to guano, my endeavours proved fruit1e .. :~- In fact, the 
Peruvians were not more disposed to let us put a price on their guano than 
the Britiah farmer would be to have a prioe put upon hi. corn (laughter). 
But, gentlemen. I eMmot but think that the progresa of chemical science: 
and the application of that .oience to practical agrioultore. may load you 
to .omething which will render you lese ..,mons and solicitous about this 
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....... guano, and that, in.1eacl of sending-to the other end of the world for 
mote manure for 011J' fields, we shall find II!Omething nearly, if DOt quite u 
good within a few hundred yards of onr dwellings. Now, gentlemen, I 
have heard. clelinition of dirt. I have heard it ,,!,id that dUt is nothing 
but a thing in a wrong place. Now, the clUt of our towns precisely 
corresponds with tbat definition. It ought to he upon our fields, and if 
there could he nch a reeiproeal community of interest. between the 
oountry and the towns, that the country .hould purify the towns and the 
towns should fertilise the country, I am much cliap08ed to think that the 
British farmer would cere I ... than he does, though he still might care 
eometbing, about Peruvian guano." 

lI"&tiolUl.ll'uts a.nd Evvyd&:v Duties.-In the autumn of lSS:t, 
Lord Palmeretou, then Homo Secretary, received an addre .. from the 
l' .... bytery ot Edinburgh requoating the appointment of a day of national 
fast, in view of the probable approach of cholera. To this his lordship 
replied: .. It doe. not appear to Lord Pahneroton that • national fast 
would he suitable to the circumstance. of the present moment. The Maker 
of the univeroe establishod certain laws of nature for the planet in which 
we live, and the weal or woe of mankind depends. upon the observance or 
neglect of th ... laws. Lord Palmerolon would suggest that the hest 
eourse which the people of this country can pursue, 10 d .. crYo that the 
further progre .. -of the chole ... hould he stayed, will he to employ -the 
Interval that will elapss hetwesn the present time and the heginning of 
Dext spring in planning and executing measures. by which those portions 
of their towns and citi .. which are inhabited by the poorer ela88ss, 
and wbich. from the nature of things, muSt most need purification 
and improvement. may be freed from those causes and BOurces of eon .. 
tagion which, if allowed to rema.in, will infallibly breed pestilence, and 
b. fruitful in death, in spite of all the praye.. and f .. tings of an 
united but inactive nation. When man has done his utmost for his own 
oafety, then is the time to invoke the b1easing of Heaven to give e:lfeet 
to his exertions." 

An Indefatig&ble.-Prof ... or Pryme relate. the following in 
illustration of Lord Palmerston's capacity for mental labour: U One 
night, after & very late division, we were walking up Par1ia.ment.street 
together, when just opposite Downing.street he sa.i.d to me •. I must leave 
lOU here, for I have a dispa.tch. to re'V'i.l$e at the Foreign Office! I 
expressed some surprise at his continuing his labours so far into the 
night, and he replied that he frequently did .0." Lord Malmesbury, 
Foreign Minister in Lord Derby's Govemment, mentions in his 
ti Memoirs," U I found what Lord PaJmerston told me was correct. that 
the averags work of the Foreign Ollice took him ten hours of the twenty
four." Lord Granville in 1880, ~ receiving. 8S Secretary for Foreigp. 
A1faira. & deputation on the subject of the slave t1'8ffi.c in the East, said, 
n .More the forty years ago I came to the Foreign Office as a young man, 
and the one thing which &truck me more than anything qlae was the 
immense amount of endless labour which Lord PalmerstDn gave to every 
detail connected with the alave trade." , 

v2 
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Palmeraban's D.lbut ill the Premiership.-When (eays tbe 
Edinburgh. Beview) ho fonnd bim.elf .~ ~h. baad of tho Cabino~, and 
leader of the House. he discovered that even his long e:r.perienee of that 
body had not rendored him familiar with many of i~ 08_. H. eet bini. 
self to learn the routine of his new position wit.h the 88me patient industry 
with which more than forty yea .. before h. had masoored the d.Wls of tbe 
War Office. Early and late was the Premier in bUs place; ODe of the first 
to oom., on. of the last to leave. Day aftor day aaw him tho .. before 
half-past four. Night after night did tho snmmer morning find him still 
at his place. His first appearance as leader of the Honse of Commona 
was not entirely successful; but by tho end of the session of l&iS he bad 
.lfeotually grappled with and overcome tbe difficulty. He coutiuued the 
practice he thus commenced daring the whole period of his Premiership. 

. uWOD his DerbJ'.~·-John Day, who trained Lord Palmerstoo's 
raeehorse&. often visited him in London on turf ma.ttera. and tbe following 
story is related by the trainerts 80n in his co Reminisoences" (1886):. 
.. My father, wishing to see his lordship, would have gone into the HolIS& 
and oalIed him out, had he not boen swpped by the policeman on duty. 
Not exactly underetandiug tbe polic. regulations, he felt annoyed in 
being interfered with. and, on being asked for his card. replied: 'I don't 
carry cards. Give me a piece of paper. and I will write my name." 
Whilst he was in the act of doing 80, Sir William Codrington CMDe out 
and spoke to him. 'Wha.t bringe yon beret J ohu.· he said; 'and can I 
do anything lor you P' Y cs, Sir William,' he replied; I I want t.o see 
Lord Palmerston. and this man wo~t let nle pass: On his being assnred' 
it W88 the regulation of the Honse, he was satisfied; but W88 vexed when 
Sir William told him be did not expect for a moment he would see hi!lo 
lordship, as the Irish debate was on, and 110 wonld be too much engaged 
to leave. I But,' he kindly added, I I will go and see: T,o ~&yeryone'5 
8nrprise~ the Premier got up And came straight out to IJlY 1&ther. :After 
aha.king hao(ls. my fathor heartily congratulated him on his- beiug Premier. 
to which his lordship replied •• Oh, thanks. J oho; 1 haVA WOD my Derlly t 
and then in"n.irecJJhoTf' ho could SOlve him." 

Distrust at Court Overcome.-Mr. Henry ReovA', tho editor of 
the Greville Memoirs. makes the following note to a passage in which the 
unpopula.rity of Lord Palme1'8ton at Court was referred to: u Jt is 8 romut .. 
able proof of the candid and dispasaiouRoo spirit of tb.. Queen that the three 
men who, at dilrerent times and for diJferent n880D8, were notoriously 
the objects of her distrust and aversion, subsequently obtained, 8S First 
Ministen of the Crown. her entire confidence. Sir Rober~ Peel W88 no 
favourite at tho time of hi. abortivo attempt to ,au .. eOO Lord Melbourne 
in 1839. Lord Pa.1merat.oD was entirely at variance wit.Q the Court .... hile 
h. held the s •• ls of tho Foreign Olli(\(l. And M •• Disr801i wa. supposed 
to be especially disliked. Yot in the higher offiue of Primo Minister each 
of these atatesmen enjoyed tho confidence and approval of tbe Sovereign. 
and carried on tbo Govonlmcut with 6UcecRS for soveral yean." 

A II Fortuitous Concourse of Atoma."-1n announcing the dilfSO .. 
luiion of POTliamt'ut consequeut upun the division 011 the quetStiou of the 
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()binese War (March 5th,IS07), Lord Palmeraton, referring" to the eombi • 
.... tion of partiee which had produced the majority ad"""", to hi. Govern. 
ment, 8&id: o. Combination implies a certain dE'gtee of similarity and 
identity of feeliug; Now the rigltt hOllounhle gentleman oppoaite (Mr. 
Disraeli) in what he stated. to the House spoke with a calmness. a temper, 
.and & st&tesman~like view of a great occasion, which did honour to himself 
ODd to the party of which he is the leader. The right honourable gentleman 
the member for the University of oxton! (Mr. Gladst01le)~ however. was 
earried away by au impetuosity and irritation of mind which certainly did 
Dot betoken any previous eoDce~ with tho right honourable gentleman the 
membeto for Buckinghamsbirc., and whicb will;'! think, be considered by 
him au unfortunate omen for that co-operation whieh is to follow the 
assumed combination between them. I said nothing to-night with reganl 
-to combination or conspiracy, or anything, I beliove, whieh could give 
oifenee to anyone; 1 did state that which is a faet. Yon may call it 
·eombination; you may call it the aecidental and fort.nitous concourse 
·of a.t.oDlB; you may call it the accidmUal meeting of different gentlemen 
in one lobby; but I 88y thst, "hen gentlemen are in the habit of finding 
themselves in the same lobby, it is not nnnatural to suppose that they may. 
-under certain circumstances, be ready to unite themselves together for 
forming an administration, and become responsible for t.he opinions which 
they severally entertaiD." . . 

8;vmpathy with Italy.-Count Cav""",.-In " speech in the 
House of Commons on the death of Count Cavour (June 6, 1861) Lord 
Palmerstou. thus expressed himself: U The tale wit.h whieh-Oount Cavour'a 
memory will be 8860eiated is one of the most extraordinary, I may say one 
·of the most romantic, in the history of the world. Under his inOnenee. 
we have seen a people who were supposed to have become torpid in the 
.enjoyment of lumry, to have been enervated by the pursuit of pleasure • 
..and t.o have had. no knowledge or feeliDg in politics except what may 
have been derived from the traditions of their history and the jealousies 
·of rival states-we have seen that people, nnder his guidance and at his 
call, rising from the slumber of sge., breaJ,.;ng thAt spen with which they 
bad 80 long been bonnd, and displaying on just occasions the courage of 
heroes, the sngaeity of stat.esmen, the wisdom of philosophers, and 
obtaining for themselves that unity of political existence which for 
centuries hu been denied then I say, these are great events in hitJtory, 

.and that the man whose uam8 will go down in cODnection with them to 
posterity, whatever may have been the period of bis death, however 
premature it may have been for the hopes of his conntrymeD, cannot be 
. said to ha't'e died too 800D for his glory and fame." 

Views on Irish QueatioDS.-Lord p.lmerstun laid down t·he 
·following principles in one of the last speeches he made in the Bouse of 
-Commons: "You caunot expect that any artificial remedies which 
legislators can invent can reconstruct the laws of N amre, and keep iu ono 
.... nntry a population which finds it to it. advantage to emigrste to 
..another. Things will find their level, and until by some means or other 
.there eb&ll be provided in Ireland the same remuneration for labour, and 
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the same inducement to remaiD, which are afforded by other C01lI1tries;". 

you CaDDot, by any laws which you can devise, prevent the people:fron 
.. eking elsewhere a hetter condition of things than uIB in their 0 ..... 

country. We are told that teoaot.right and a great man" other thinga
will do it. None of theoe things will ha .. the olighteet elfect. As to. 
tenant.right, I may he allowed to aa" that I think it is equivalent to. 
landlord'. wrong. Tenant-right, aa I understand it -to he proposed. 
wonld he IitUe abort of conliac.tion; and, though it might canoe the 
landlorcla to emigrete, it certainl" wonld not keep the tenanIB at home.
The reu question is, how can you create in Ireland that demand' and. 
reward for labour which would render the people of Ireland willing to 
remain at home, instead of cmigreting to England or Scotland on tha onlt· 
hand, or to the North American St"te. on the other. Nothing can d .. 
tb&t except the iDilueuce of capital." 

Goocl. H1ID1011r.-Lord Palmereton (writes Mr. Harward) had humour
of the geDitti gi ...... d.take kind, which, for a partr leader, is often more· 
oemccabla than wit. He was told that Mr. Osborne, a popular speake!-. 
whoas dash and sparkle are relieved hr good feeling and sagaeit", regrett&d. 
& personal conflict which he had provoked. II Tell him/' said Lord" 
Palmeroton, .. th.t I am not in the least o/fended, the more particularly 
hecauae I think I hed the heat of it." 

Administering Beproof.-He had (aaya Lord DalIing) a good_ 
natured, ga" wa" of giving reproofa when he did not mean them to he 
Bevere, of which every one who had much correspondence with him will 
recollect 80me example. II Put a little more starch into your neckelotlt,. 
m" dear --," he snid to a favourite diplomati.t who he thought did not 
hold up his head high enClUgh at the court where the miDister reprssented 
1l8. • • To one gentleman who W88 perpetua.lly pressing on him. SOJll&o 
claims of his f.ther to a peerega, which e1aims had been frequentl" put. 
IlBide b" him, afler reminding his correspondent courleousl" of this foet. 
and of the reasons for it, he writes, 88 if relieving himself from a 
diesgreesblo thought, .. I ooaf ... I eannot .. e what advantage or .. tisfsc. 
tion can .ocrne tq rour father from drswiag from me at reposted intervaJa. 
a repetition of this statement." 

Answering • Troublesome Elector.-At the general election 
in 1852, Lord Palmereton's return for Tiverton was unoppoeed, but h ... 
had to submit to a crossfire of questiona from 80me of the Radicul 
electors, and espooin11" from a persistent individual _ed Rowclilf, & 

buleher of the town. Lord Palmereton in the course of his repl" said, 
II My good friend, Mr. Rowcliff, has reproached me for not eoming ~ften. 
Mlough among "ou. I must sa" that he does not appear dispoasd to make
m" visits here partioularl" agreeable to me (laughter).. ,". Mr. Row. 
elilf sa". th.t I ow" told rou of the good that Governments and PuJia-· 
mente have done, and that I have myaelf dOlle, and that I have not told 
rou of the hod. Wh", God bl ... me I it was quite unnec........, for me to. 
do that when hew .. here (loud laoghter).If th.", was a hod thing to. 
be recorded, to bo inventod, or to be imagined, I am. quite sure :Hr. Row_ 
oIiIf would he the fuR man to tell "OU of it. (Laoghter. which was in-
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ereased when Mr. Rowcliff oalled ant· Question! ") Well, Mr. Rowcliff 
is impatient under this castigation. I will hit lower or higher. jaat .. he 
pI ...... but he must allow me to hit eomewhere. Mr. Rowcliff hBB asked 
me what government I mean to join. Now, that is a question which 
must depend upon the future; but I will tell him whet ~government I do 
not me&n to join. I cau a.ssure you and him that I never will join a 
government oalled a Rowcliff Administration." The noble lord preeantly 
touched as follows upon another question tha.t had been put to him: ., I 
am for septennial Parliament&. A septetmial Pa.rliament, practically, is 
Dot & Parliament tha.t lasts for seven years. for we all know that the 
average duration of -the Parliament during the Jaet thirty or forty yeara 
hBB not been more then three or four years. If you .. tabJisb annual 
P&rliaments you will have the country in. a perpetual commotion. Your 
members of Parliament will Dot have time to learn their duties, and your 
buein ... will be ill done. In the ....... way. if you heve triennial Parlia
ments, during the first year the members will be learning their business, 
in the eocond y_ they will juet he beginning ueeful measures. and in the 
third yenr they will be thinking of the RowcliJfa of their respective COD

stituencies (laughter), and endeavouring to shape their course, not for the 
good of their country. but in order to conciliste the most noisy of their 
constituents.'" -

A Speech by Bequest.-On one occasion. at a presentation of 
colours in his loealitv. Lord Palmerston attended and took a forma.J 
part in the proceedings. which were about to terminate. wben he 
was approached by two reporters-whose faces, from their frequent 
presence in the gallery of the House of CommonS, were no doubt 
well known to him-and a repreeentstion was made that they had 
jcmrneyed expressly from London that morning, on the possibility that 
his lordship would make some observations which might be reported 
for their respective newspapers. With the good ns.ture that was 
as much one of bis cheracteriBtiea .. ready tact, he replied, .. 011, 
you want a ·speech, do you P Then you shall have one;" and, tuming 
round to the assembly, commenced Of a few words before taking his de
parture," whicb enabled the gratified journalist. te ·retern to town with 
notes of & speech a column in lengtb for their papers the following 
morning. 

Pithy Sayings.-Sir S. N orthcote. addressing a meeting at King'. 
Lynn in July. 1884, related the following. in the oourss of eome remarks 
on Egypt,ian aiIairs: n When Lord Palmerston was once asked about 
Egypt. he en.id. 'When I travel from London to Edinburgh I don't 
want to have all the public-houses on the way made my own; but I 
do wish to have them kept clean and comfortable, and ready to receive 
me.'» And another, with regard to domestic matters, was quoted 
about tbe same time by the Duke of Argyll in the House of Lord&. 
He said: n Many of yonr lordships will remember a celebrat«l phrase 
of Lord Palmerston, who was himself opposed for many yesrs to 

_ • Compare under (I Sir Riohard Steele," p. 108. 
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any great: extension of the franchi... Somebody was arguing that it 
would have a very small result, and that the same elass of men would 
be elected 88 before. 'Yes: said he, • the ea.m8 men will get in as before, 
but the:r will pla:r to the shilling galler;r instead of to the boxes.''' 
'Thus do the striking .. ;ringa of Parliamentar;r genius linger in the 
memor;r and illustrate the argumenta of contemporariea, even of opposite 
sid ... 

Ka.nne .. ill Deb&te.-Speaking of one of Lord Palmeroton's early 
displa18 in the Houoo of Commons, Lord Dalling remarks that, while 
portiODs of his address were delivered with great ease and facility. fI in 
~thers t1J.ere was that hesitatiOn and superabundance of gesture with the 
hands, which were perceptible to the I .. t when Lord Palmerslon epoke 
'unprepared, and was ooeking for words; for, thoogh he al ... a18 uaed the 
right word, it often cost him pains to find it." 

Long Serrice ill P&l'liament.-Lord Palmerston's services in 
the Hoose of CommoDS, extending from 180; to his death in 1865, ronged 
over a total period of fift:r-oight years. The fact was forcibly put b:r his 
Colonial Secretar:r, Mr. Cardwell, who pointed out that the late Prime 
Minister hod .. sat in the House of Commona for one-tenth of the whole 
period of its existence!' 

Xis Kized Ch&n.ct .... -Many of Lord Palmcrston's charac
teristics. which combined to make him one of the most pop-ular English-
1D:eD. of his time, were thus summed up in a notice written soon after 
his death by Mr. R. H. Hutton: .. His great attraction as a states
man was the curious blendiDg of social ease, lrlndliness. and humour with . 
the temper of & strong, hard man of the world. He was essentially a 
masculine politician. He stood to the other statesmen of his day much in 
the 88me relative position in which publio-achool bo18 stand to home-brsd 
boys. He denounced 'the puerile vanity of consistency,' and had DO 
scorn too great for political I romance.' I As to the rommtic notion,' he 
said. I that nations or governments are much or permanenUy influenced by 
friendships, and God knows what, why, I say that those who m.mtain 
·thoas romantic notiODS, and apply tbe intercourse of individusla to the 
intercoune of nations, are indulging in.8 vain dream. The only thing 
which makes one government follow the 8thice of another is the hope of 
benefit to accrue from adopting it, or the fear of the CODSt.""qU8IlCOB of 
opposing it.' There you see the hardness at the bottom of Lord 
Palmerstoo.'s politics. . . He was not eloqueut, but he e.ould enjoy 
and give enjoyment_ He was not witty, but he waa playful and even 
hnmorous. This was a ver;r fascinating quality in a 'man ,of that 
'Worldly senso which usually has a touch of cynicism ... 'When & tire
some Tory catechist a&ked him if a "Junior Lordship of tile Treaaury 
waa T&Cant aud ..... to he filled . )lP, and Lord PalOlerston with 
.eeming hesitation repliod that it w.. ....ant, that he did mean to 
fill it up, and then in dumb show tolegrsphed that he should not mind 
bribing his tiresome questioner to desert his party for the oJIice if 
he would ... ept it, not ouly tho Hou ... but all England, laughed at 
the hnmonr of the retort on .. bore. This pleasantr;r of an aoeom. 
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plished man of tbe world turned a dull and painstaking aeeemhly into a 
lively oociety, which taught the nation tme -rivacity .. well as practical 
1risclom." 

U An Englishm.a.n."-Lord. Malmesbury records: "As a Minister, 
though I oftsn dilfered from him, I looked upon him .. one of om 
groetsst, .specially in his knowledge of foreigners ... d their cha.racter. 
He was clear.:headed, always knew what he wanted, ,and was dete'l'
mined to carry it out, with greet moral and physical courage. We 
shall be long ere we see his like again. He..... EftgliBh to the 
backbone." 

:Lord PaJme:rston and the Queen.-On the desth of Lord 
Palmerston, the Queen wrote 88 follows -to Earl Russell: U The melan· 
choly news of Lord Palmerston'. desth reached the Queen lsst night. 
This is Imother link with the psst which is hroken; and the Queen 
feels deeply, in her desolsta end isolsted condition, how one by one 
of those tried servants are taken from. her. • • The Queen can turn 
to no other than Lord Rnssell, an old and tried friend of hers, to nuder
take the arduous duties of Prime Minister, and to carry on the govem. 
ment." 

:Lord PaJme:rston and Mr. Gladstone.-After Lord Palmer
.ton;s death, the Earl of Shaftesbery (his intimate friend, through "'l:' 
lstionship to Lady Palmerston) wrote as follows: .. Palmerston had 
but two real enemies, Bright and Gladstons. Glsdstone's lsngnage. 
and especially his acts, will show that the master mind which. enrbad 
him is gone. and his resentment will appear in the. political associa
tioDS he will form, and in the violence and relish with which he 
will overthrow every thought and deed of his grest leoder. Palmeraton 
knew a.U this, but never mentioned it with asperity. Once he said to 
me. t>hough he seldom dealt in predictions. • Gladstone will soon haTe 
it aU his own way; and whenever he gets my place" we shall ha.ve 
strange doings.' • • He saw clesl'ly, but without &Dy strong sentiment" 
Gladstone's hostility. He remarked to me one da.y. when we were 
discussing some appointment, I Well, Gladstone has never behaved to "me, 
88 a colleague, in such a way 88 to demand from me &Dy consideration.' 
And this he said with the air and tone of a man who perceived the 
enmity, but did not care for it. Yet he always endeavoured to keep him 
~e in Oxford. When Lord Derby diesolved the Parliament, P. requested 
me to do all tbet loy in my power to 'l!eenre Glodstone's eoat for the 
University. When Parliament was dissolved, in July of this year, P. 
again applied to me; and every e:l!'ort. was made. But the Oonservatives 
and their adberents committed the gros. folly of ejecting him from 
Oxford. a.nd thus sending him to Lancashire. I He is B da.ngerous man,' 
said P.; • keep him in Oxford, and he is partially muzzled,. but send him 
elsewhere and he will rw:i. wild.'" ' 

• See under Gladstone, CI UnmuzzlccLll 



298 ~OD07'.dL IDS7'OBY 0' P .ilI.LI4M1IN'I!. 

THE EARL OF CLABENDON. 

(18011-1870.) 

Exciting Spa.Dish Gratitude.-The Earl of Clarendon. wher 
..... Foreign Minister at the outbre&!< of the Crimean War, Bucceeded 
to the pasrsge on the death of hiB uncle in 1834, and never .. t in 
tho Honse of Commons. His earlier years were devoted to diplomacy. 
and he had for 80me time filled the post of British Minister at 
Madrid, when he was called to the House of Lords, and resigned hie 
amhBBBBdoria1 functione. He had not been long a member of the Upper 
Honse when a debate on Spanish a1fails aroae, in which Lord CIsrondon 
ably defended the polic;r of the Government he hed repreaented, 
and epoke warmly of the prospecta of Liberal institotjODB in Spain. 
His epeech BO pleased the Spaniards that it 1088 eireuIsted through
out the country, a gold medal WB •• truck in hie honour, and it .... 
..... lved to preaent the upholder of Spanish dignity with a handsome 
work of art. 

nought of as Prime MiDiater, - Mr. Greville mentions a 
eonveraation with Lord CIsrendon (the .. Lord·Lieutenant of Irelsnd) in 
1848. .. He informed me that Wylde (to whom the Prince is in the 
habit of talking very openly) told him that the Prince had been diacnsaing 
with him the posaibility of aome chaugn of gnvernment being rendered 
n ...... ry by Lord John's health brooking down, and that they would like . 
him (C1srendon) to succesd him; and that if such an event occurred, the 
Queen would certainly send for him to consult him on the subject. 
Clsrendon desired him to take an opportunity of telling the Prince 
that DO power on earth should induce him to accept such • post., 
and, IS it was much better the Queen should never m&ke an overture 
which would not be accepted, he wished none Buch might over be mode 
to him," 

"Drifting into W ....... -On the 14th of February, ISM, the 
Marquis of Olanricarde, in moving in the House of Lords for further 
information respecting the cessation of diplomatio relations with the 
Court of St. Petersburg, end the war which appaared imminent, inquired 
of the Government, " If we are at peace, what is the peace P and what is 
the pe.ce that is the objeet of the war P" In the courae of hie reply the 
Earl of Olarendon said: It The question had been asked whether we were 
at peace or war, and was one very difficult to answer distinctly. We aro 
not at war, because war is not declared; we ate Dot strictly at peace with 

. Rusaia. (A Isugh.) My noble friend may Isugh; bv.t he must know 
perfectly well that I am correct in .. :ring that we are not at war with 
Ruasia, although diplomatic relatioDa with that oountry are Buspended. 
• . Therefore, I consider that we are in the intermediate state; that 
our desire for peace is just as sincere as ever; but then, I must say that 
our hopes of maintaining it are gradnally dwindling away. and that we 
are <hifting towsrds war." 
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"E1l1'Opa on .. Mine."-Th. Eat! of Clarendon usod this expres
sion with roferenc. to the etste of Europe before the Crim .... War. In 
• speecb on the 25th of May, 1855, he said: .. We have learnt a groat. 
d.al of tho intentions of Russia, and tho m.ans she po ..... od of giving" 
e!l'oct to those inteotions. We now know what .... re tho veot military 
resonrces of Russia, how stealthily th.y hod hoon accnmulated, and how 
roadily th.y could b. mode aveilabl.. W. now know som.thing of th .. 
almost incredibl. amonnt of warlike stores which hod hoon accnmulated. 
in Sebastopol. where Russia. had no commerce to protect. and we are aJso. 
aware of the gigantio fOrtificatiOll8 which were contemplated at Bomar .. 
snnd. Why, Europe was rea1\y standing upon a mine without hoing: 
aware of it, while the influence of Russia was so skilfully exercised 88 too 
paralyse both Governmente and people. The encroachmente of Russia. 
.. ero nnheeded, although hor designs hod hoon auspocted and denounced ~ 
but it·was nobody's business to interfere effectually, and no one wished to 
disturb tho general peace, nntil the mine whioh hod been sil.ntly aneI 
slowly prepared was exploded by the reshne .. of Prince MonchikoJf." 

LORD' MACAULAY. 
(1806-1859.) 

His Cha.racteristicB as .. Spea.ker.-By slIaccoDllte (writes Dean. 
Milman) Macaulay's delivery was far too rapid to ho impressive; it wanted 
also -v&riety and flexibility of intonation. Even the most practised 
reporters panted after him in vain j how much more the slower intellects 
of country gentlemen and the mass of the House 1 This, however, only 
heightens our astonishment that speeches 80 full, so profoundly meditated .. 
yet with 80 much freedom, with no appeara.nce of being got by hem, with 
such prodigality of illustration and allusion, should ho poured forth with 
Buch unhesitating Bow, with such bewildering quickness of utterance. To
road tbem with delight and profit, we reed them ratljer slowly; we can 
hardly conceive that they were spoken Ie .. deliberately. It may be ques- . 
tioned, and has been questioned, whether Mocaula.y was, or could haV81 

become, a masterly debater. This accomplishment, except in rare 
examples, is acquired culy by long use and practice. When Macaulay· 
entered the House, the first pieces were filled by men of estsblished influ
ence and. much parliamentary training. Even if he had felt called upon. 
to make himself more prominent. it may be doubted whether he could 
have sufficiently curbed his impetuous energy, or checked his torrent ot 
words. He would have found it difficult to assnme the ststely, prndent. 
res8ned, compressed reply; he might have tom JUs adversaries' arguments 
to shrods, but be would not have beon content without a host of other
arguments, and so would have destroyed the effect of his own confutation: 
Still, it is remarkable that on two occasions & speech of Macaulay's actually 
turned the vote of the House, and carried the question (8 ~ery rare event) 
in his own way-the debate on the CopY'ight Act, and the question of 
jndges holding seate in tho House of Commons. Though he took his 
Beat, Lord Macaulay Dever spoke in the House of Peers; he went down .. 
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we believe, more thm ODC'8With the intent.ion of speaking. but 8omennex
p •• ted turn in tb. debate deprind him of hi. opportunity; his friends, 
who knew the feeble etato of his health at thet time, were almost rejoi.ed 
at their disappointment in not hearing him in thet whi.h would have heen 
.so congenial a. field for his studied and matured eloquence. 
, .. Express Train" Orator:y.~The following graphic sketeh of 
Macaulay's demeanour in the R011SO and his manner in delivery is from 
Francis's JI Ora.tors of the Age":-u In the Honse of CommODS, abstrac
tion is his chief characteristic. He enters the House with a certain pole
:star to guide him-his seat; how he reaches it seems 88 il it were a process 
unknown to him. Seated, he folds his arms and sits in silence, seldom. 
speaking to his colleagues, or appearing to notice whet is going forwacd. 
An 0P.cning is made in the discussion, and he rises, or rather da.rts up 
'from Iris seat, plunging at once into the very heart of his subject, without 
08s:ordium or apologetic P1'8fM-e. In' fact, yon ha.ve for 4& few 8ru"nnds 
hea.rd a 'Voice, pitched in-alto, monotonous. and rath~r tWtiLl, pouriDg forth 
words with inconceivable velocity, ere you have become aware that 8. new 
15peaker, and one of no common order, has broken in upon the debate. A 
-few seconds more, and cheers-perhaps frOm all parts of the House-rome 
yon from your apathy, compelling you to follow that extremely voluble, 
and not very enticing voice, in its rapid course through the subject on 

. which the speaker is entering, with a resolute determination, as it seo~ 
never to pause. You think of an express t.rain. whieh does not stop even. 
.at the chief stations. On, on he speeds, in full reli&llce on his own momon
tum, never stopping for words. never stopping for thoughts, never halting 
for an instant, even to take breath-his inte1le("t gathering new vigour as 
he proceeds, hauling the snhject after hiJp, IIlld all ita possible attribntes 
.and illustrations, with the strength of a giant, leaving a line of light on 
-the pathway his mind has trod, till, nnexhanaled IIlld apparently inex· 
baustible, he brings this remarkable dort to a. close by a peroration, so 
lrlghly sustained in its declamatol'Y power. 80 abounding ip. illustration, so 
.admirably framed to crown and clench the whole oration, that surprise, if 
'it has even begun to wear off, kindles anew, and the bearer is left utterly 
'prostrate and powerless by the whirlwind of ideas Rnd emotions that has 
.swept over him.JJ 

His E .... 17 Speeches.-Maeau1ay'slirst speech in Parlisment was 
made on the Jewish Disabilities, in 1830, and was moderately successful: 
but in the following year his masterly speeches on the Reform Bill brought 
'him to the front rank .. an orator. Jeffrey, his colleague on the Ed;" • 
.burgh, who was also in Parlisment, thus wrote to Lord Cockb= respecting 
MacAolay'~ speech on the second reading of the bill: "N Q division last 
:night, as I predicted, and not a very striking deba.te. A. curious series of 
prepared spoeche. by mon who do Dot speak regularly, and far better 
aprcased then Dine·tonthe of the good speeches, but languid and ineJll • 
. cient, from tho air of preparation, and the want of nature and authority. 
-with which they are spoken. There was but one exception, and it wu a 
brilliant one. I mean Macaulay, who surpassed his former· appearance in 
.closeness, fire, and vigour, and very much improved the e:ffeot of it, by a 
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more st..ady and graceful delivery. It was prodigiously cheered, as it 
deserved, and I think put.. him clearly .t the head of the great apaakers. 
if not the debaters, of the House. I once meant to have said something,.. 
but I now think it impossible." A. session or two later, J effrey ~ 
wrote, "I breaJd .. ted to.day .t Rogers's with Maoaulay and Sydner. 
Smith; both in great lorce aud undaunted spirit. Mac. is a marvellous 
person. He made the very best speech that has been made this session, 
on India, a few nighte ago, to • House cf Ie .. than fifty. The Speaker, 
who is a severe judge, says he rather thinks it the best speech he ever 
heard.n 

.An Indiscretion.-In 1839. Lord Melbolll'lle o«ered to Macaulay 
the office of Se.retary at War with a seat in the Cabinet-the offi ... , 
howev~r, being then one of second rank,' as the chief responsibility in 
army afl'aira then lay with the Secretary of State for War and the 
Colonies. The ofIice was willingly accepted, particularly as it was coupled 
with an honour which bad heen denied to men like Burke &J;ld Sherida.n. 
The appointment of course necessitated the return of Macaulay to his 
constituents for re-election; and he incurred much ridicule and cewmre 
by a want of taBte and judgment-eepecia1ly remarkable in the caee of so 
keen a critic-in dating his address to the electors of Edinburgh from 
Windsor Castle, where he was staying 88 the Queen's guest. 

Macaulay as Cabinet Minister,-With reference to Macaulais 
elevation to the Secretaryship at War, with a .eat in the Cabinet. Mr. 
Torrens wrote, in his memoirs of Melbourne: "What Burke and Sheridan, 
Francis and Maokintosh, had sighed and laboured for in vain, was sponta. 
neously accorded him as a man of letters, whom the great ccmatituencies 
of Leoda and Edinbm'gh had chosen for their repreeent.tive. No doubt 
the Minister desired to strengthen his resources in debate; no doubt the 
personal friendship of Russell and Rice, still more of Lansdowne, 
contributed to Macaulois elevation. :But the credit i. due to Melbourne 
of being the first Premier, since the death of Stanhope, who opened the 
doors of the Cabinet to one who was simply and merely a man of letters." 

Sentiments respecting War.-Maoaul.y in 1840 wrote to his 
friend, :Mr. Macvey Napier, with reference to the feeling at the time 
existing between France and England: CI It is foolish and wicked to 
bellow for war merely for war'e sake, like the rump of the Mountain at 
Paris. I woulcl never make offensive war. I would never offer to any 
other Power a provocation which might be a fair ground of war. But I 
never would abstain from doing what I had a clear right to do, because a 
neighbour chooses to threaten me with an 1IJljust war; fuost, because I 
believe that such a policy would in the end jnevitably produce war; and, 
secondly. because I think war, though a Tery great evil, by no me&na 80 

great an evil u subjugation and national humiliation!' 
Challenged to a Duel.-On one occasion the eon of Z&ebati 

Maeaulay narrowly escaped appeming as a duellist. In December, 1834, 
he sent from India to Mr. Macvey Napier, ,for the Edinburgh. Review. aD. 

article on U Mackintosh's History of the Revolution," in which some very 
strong remarks were made upon the editor of the work, &:Mr. Wallace. 
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The publication of the paper was followed by a challenge'to Mr. Napier 
from the penon aggneved; and on Macaulay'. return to England. in 
1838, Mr. W 0I1aoo challenged him also. The essayist thus wrote to IUs 
friend on the subject: .. I put the matter into Lord Stndford's hands. I 
had, to tell you the troth, no notion that a meeting could be avoided. • • 
I could not make Dny apology, or express the leaet regret, for ha.ving used 

. strong language in defence of Mackintosh. Lord Stndford quite approved 
of my resolution. :But be proposed .. course which had never occurred to 
me-which a.t once removed all scruples on my side-and which, to my 
great surpriee, Steele [W .llace's secODd] and WaIlaee adopted without. 
moment'" hesitetion. This wao that Wallace should make a pre\imina:ry 
declaration that he meant, by his memoir, nothing disrespectful or unkind 
to Mackintosh, but the direct contrary; and that then I should deelare 
that, in cODseqnence of Mr. Wallace's declaration, I was ready to express
my regret if I had used any language that could be deemed pereonally 
olfeDSive. • • In this way the matter was settled-much better settled 
than by refusing to admit Wallace to the privileges of a gentleman." 

Giving the Eouse .. Story.-The following may be taken .. an 
_pie of Macaulay's power to illustrate and enliven a subject of debate, 
Dowever ab"t .... ita nature. In Febmery, 1845, Sir Robert Peel brought 
forward his New TariIf, in which were propooed discriminating duties on 
sugar, • prohibitory duty being impooed on foreign sugar manufactured 
by slave labour, while raw "ugar of similar production wao to be admittad 

-freely for manufacture here. ., I remember," said Mr. Macaulay, u some .. 
thing very like the right hODourable baronet'" morality in • Speoish 
Dovel, ",hiob I read long ago. I beg pardon of the House for detaining 
-them with such a trifle, but tha story is much to tha purpooe. A wan· 
dering lad, a sort of GU Blao, is taken into the serrice of • rich old 
eilversmith, a most pious man, who is alwa.ys telling his beads. who hean 
mssa daily, and. obse""" the f_to and fasts of the Church with the 
utmost scmpulosity. The silveremith is alwaya preaching honeoty and 
piety. • Never,' he oonstantly repeats to his young assistant. 'never touch 
'What is Dot your own r never take liberties with sacred things.' Sacrilege, 
as uniting theft with profanene .. , is the Bin of which be baa the deepest 
Dorror. One day, wbile he is lecturing eftar his usual faohion, an ill. 
looking feUow com .. into the "hop with a aock under hie arm. • Will you 
buy those P' aaya the naitor, and produces from the ... k 80me church 
"Plate and .. nah silver crueifis:. • Buy them'!' criee the pious man. • No, 
Dor touch them I not for the world. I know where you got them. 
Wretch that you &!'e,bave you no care for your sonlp· _ • Well, then.' 
8&ya the thief, • if yon will not buy them, will you melt them down for 
me P' f Melt them down I' answers the silversmith, 'tha.t is quite &Bother 
matter.' He tak .. the ohalices and the crocilb: with a peir of tonga; the 
.ilnr, thus in bond. is dropped into the crucible, melted, Blid delivered to 
the thief, who laya down fivo pistolss, and decamps with his booty. The 
young servant stereo at tWa strange scene. But the master very gravely 
resumes his lecture. f My BOD,' he says, f take warnillg by that sacri
legious knave. and take ~ample by me. Think what. load of guilt liaa en 
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hi. oonaeien.e. Y 00 will see him hanged before long. But as u. me, )'00 

saw that I would not u.uch the stolen property •• 1 keep th .. e u.nga for 
I51lch oocaaions, -and thus I thrive in the fear of God, and manage U. tum 
an honest penny.'» 

Subscriptions to Bace Meetings, .... - During Mecauley's 
earlier connection with Edinburgh as one of ita representatives. he was 
applied U. for a subscription U. the annual race meeting of the city, the 
sum. of fifty guineas having.mmally been given under such circumstances. 
He deel.iD.ed to continue the practice, and thus expressed his views to his 
friend Mr. Adam Black: .. In the first pl .. e, I am not cle8l' that the 
object is a good one. In the nen pIaoe, I am clear that by giviDg 
money for such an object. in obedience to such a SUIDmODB, I should com
pletely changa -the whole character. of my oonnection with Edinburgh. 
It bee been usual enough for rich families to keep a hold on corrupt 
boroughs by defraying the expense of public amusements. Sometimes it 
is a ball, 80metimes a regatta. The Derby family used U. support the 
Preston races. The members for Beverley, I believe, find 8 bull for the 
constituents to bait. But these were not the conditions npon which I 
'1lD.dert.ook to represent ~dinburgh. In retum for your generous eon
:lidence. I offer faithful parliamentary service, and nothing else. The 
-call that is DOW made is ODe 80 objectionable that I must plainly say. 

I would l!'ther take the Chiltern Hundreds than comply with it. If our 
friends want a member who will find them in public diversioD8, they ean 
be at no 1088. I know twenty people who, if you elect them u. Parli .... 
ment, will gladly treat you to a race and a race·ball 0DCl8 a month. But 
I shall not be very easily induced U. believe that Edinhurgh is disposed 
to select her representatives on such a principle." 

Irish· Claima.-The following remarks were made by M ... ulsy in • 
speech in the House of Commons on April 23, 1845, the "immediate subject 
being the Church in Ireland, and the Maynooth grant: .. You may trust 

"QB when we tell you that there is a point where we will stop. Our 
language U. tha Irish is this. Yon asked for Emancipstion, it was agreeable 
to onr principle. that yoo should have it. and we assisted yoo to obtain it. 
Y 00 wished for a municipal system as populsr as that which exists in 
England; we thought your wish reasoDable, and did all in our power to 
gratify it. The grant to Maynooth is, in our opinion, proper i and we will 
do our beet u. obtain it for yoo, though it should cost us our popularity 
and oor aeats in Parlisment. Tha Established Church in your island, as 
now constituted, is a grieV8llC8 of which you justly complain; we will 
'Strive to redress that grievance. The repeal of the Union we regard 88 
fatal to the Empire; and we never will consent to it j-never, though the 
country should be surrounded by dangers as great as tho.e which tbreetened 
"her when her American" -colonies, and France, and Spain, and Holland were 
leagued against her, and when the armed neutrality of the Baltic disputed 
"her maritime rights ;-never, though another Bonaparte flhould pitch his 
.camp in sight of Dover Castle i-never, till all has been staked &Ild loBt;
never, till the four quarters of the world have been convulsed by the last 
straggle of the great English people for their pI ... among the nations." 
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The II Bray II of- Exeter E&lL-This celebrn.ted exprossion, 
which lost Macaulay hia .... t for Edinburgh, occurred in hia speech on 
the eecond. reading of the Mayoooth College BilL The passage con
taming it is thus given in his Spee.hee: .. What subetitute doee the 
honourable baronet (Sir Robert Peel) give his followers to eonaole them 
for the Ioas of their favourite Registration Bill P Even this Bill for the 
Endowment of Mayoooth College. W .. such a feat of legislation ever 
Been P And can we wonder that the eager, honest, hot-headed Protes· 
tante. who raised you to power in the confident hope that you would 
.urtall the privileges of the Roman Catholics. should slnre and grumble 
when you propoee to give public money to the Roman Catholics P Can 
we wonder that, from ODe end of the country to the crther, everything 
should be ferment and uproar; that potitiono should. night after night. 
whiten all our benches like a snowstorm. P Can we wonder that the 
people out" of doore should be e:u.sperated by seeing the very men who, 
when we were in office, voted against the old grant to :Maynooth, noW' 
pushed and pulled into the Honee by your whippers-in to vote for an 
increased grant P The DaturaJ. consequences follow. All those fierce 
spirits, whom you hallooed on to harass UB, now turn round and begin to 
worry you. The Orangeman raiaee his war-whoop: Exeter Halleets np 
its bray: Mr. Maanaile shudders to see more costly cheer than ever 
provided for the priests of Baal at the tsble of the Queen; and the 
Protestant Operatives of Dublin call for impeachments in exceedingly 
had English. But what did you expect P Did you think. whon. to eerve 
your turn. you call.d the Devil up, that it w&& as eaay to lay him aa, 
to raise him P " 

The House of Commons "The Beast.D-In a letter written 
to ?4r. T. F. Ellis in 18340. when Macaulay w&& in India, he leila his 
friend: .. The Rajah was by no means the greatest fool whom I found at 
Mysure. I alighted .t a bungulow appertaining to the British Residency. 
There I found an Englishman who, without any prefnce, accosted me 
thns •• Pray. Mr. Macaulay, do you not think thet Buonaparte w .. tho 
BeastP' • No, sir, I cannot say that I do.' • Sir, he was the Beast. I 
can prove it. I have found the number 666 in his name. Why. air. if 
he was not the Beast, who was P' This WB8 a puzzling question. and I 
am. not a little vain of my answer. I Sir,' said I, • the House of Commons 
is the B ... t. There are 6.58 members of the Houso; and th .... with' 
their ohief olli.era-the three clerks. the Serjeant and his deputy. tho 
ohaplain. the doorkeeper. and the librarian-make 666." 

The T ... te of the House of Commona.-In February. 1l!31, 
Macaulay-thull wrote to Whewell:- "I am impatient for Praed'a debut. 
The HOU8e of Commons is a place in which I _ would not promise 8ucCesa 
to any man. It i. the most peculiar audience in the world. I should 
.. y that • man's being a good writer. a good omtor at the bar, • good 
mob~o1'8tor, or a good orator in debating clubS: was rather a reason for 
expecting him to fail than for expecting him to succeod in the Honee of 
Commona. A plaoe where Walpole Bucceeded and Addison failed; where 
Dandaa succeeded and Burke failed; where Peel now succeeds and 
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Mackintosh failed; wh.re Erskin. and Se&rleta were dinn .... b.ns; wh.re 
La.wrence and J akyll, the two wittiest men, or nearly 80, of their time, 
w.re thought hores, is surely a very stranpplae.. ADd y.t I f.el the 
whole character of the plac. growing upon me. I hegin to like wh.tothers 
ahout m. like, and to disapprove what th.y disapprove. Conning used to 
.. y that the Houe., ae a body, had bettor taste than the m ... of beat \&ate 
in it, and I am very much ineliu.d to think that Canning was right." 

Parliamentary Government.-Lord Macaul&y's r.marke on this 
subject, in his review of Pitt's career, are as follows: U Pa.rliament&ry 
goTel"DlD.ent, like evety other contrivance of DlRD, has its advantages and 
its die&dva.ntegee. On the advanteges there is no need to dilate. The 
history of Englend during the 170 years which have elapsed since the 
House of Oommons became the mOBt powerful body in, the State, her 
immeuse and still growing prosperity, her freedom, h.r tranquillity, her 
greatness in a.rts. in sciences, and in arms; her maritime ascendancy, the 
marvels of her public credit. her AmeriClLll, her African, her Australian, 
her Asiatic empires. sufficiently prove the excellence of her institutions. 
But those institutions. though excellent, are assuredly not perfect. Parlia. 
mentau gove1'll1PtWt jA gorernment ·v apeakiu,g. In such & govCinment, 
the power of §peeking is the most highly prized of eU the QP3,Jjtje, which 
a polftician can possess; and tha.t power ma.."V!.~t in_.ilio...higlwst dCgre.,,8 f 
withou~cleent, without fortitude, without ekill in reading the 
cb&iiiCtera of men or the signs of the times, without any knowledge of 
the principles of legislation or of political economy, and without any skill 
in diplomacy or in the a.dministration of war. Nay, it may well happen 
that those very intellectual qualities which give a peculiar oharm to the 
speech .. of a public man may be incompatible with the qualities which 
would fit him to meet a pressing .mergency with promptitude and firm
n.... It was thne with Ch~~l .. Tcwne]lJlJld..-J:t W88_ thus )Vjth WYIdha;qI. 
It was _ a privilege jo listeD.. to ~~~se accomplished_ and ingenious orators. 
But 1n 'a ~rilous crisis they woulil1lA found far inferior m: a.fi the qUAli .. 
ties of rulers to such a man as Oliver OromweIt, who talbd nousense, or 
os William theSilent.->oho-di<ineHtiIk:at.au;C----
~---.-----

EDWARD BULWER, LORD LY'lvrON. 
(1805-1878.) 

Earq Appearance .... Befo_,-Mr. E, Bulw.r (eft.rwl\1"ds 
Lord Lytton) first eat in Parliam.nt as the representative of St. Ivos, for 
which constituency he was returnad in 1831; e&d h. addre ... d the Hou •• 
on the 5th of July, on the .. cond resding of the Reform Bill. On that 
occasion he thus expressed himself on behalf of a popula.r representation: 
II At a time when authority can no longer support itself by the solemn 
plaueibilitise and the c.remonial hypocrisies of old, it was w.ll th.t .. 
government should he plaecd upon .. solid and sure f01llld&tion. In no 
age of the world, but least of all in the pres.nt, could any system of 
government long exist which WR8 menaced both by the moral intelligenc8! 
e&d the physical force of .. country." 

'x 
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Democracy.-Speaking on the Reform Bill introduced by Lord 
Palmerston'. Government in 1860,. Sir E. Bul"er Lytton said: If Pure 
democracy. in the classio sense of the word, has conferred on the civilised 
world too many benefits, 88 well 88 wa.mlnga, not to have its full share of 
!nthusiutic' admirers among men of cultivated minda and generous 
hearte. But for pure democracy you m118t have the elemento that pre. 
eerve ito honestr and ensure ito duration. Those elemento ..... not to b. 
found in old societi.s. with _ disparities of wealth. of inlIuen.e. of 
education; they belong to the youth of na.tions, such as colonies;: and 
when any gentleman cites to us the example of a colony for lOme demo
cratic cIaange that he would recommend to the' ancient monarchy of 
England. I .....- only .. y that he has not studi.d the hom-book of legis
Istion. Th. acute democrato of that sublime republic by which w. are 
all unconseiously instructed whenever we discuss the problems of govern
ment-the acute democrats of AtheDB-were well awa.re of the truth I 
endeavour, before it is yet too late, to impress upon you j they were wen 
.. ware that democracy cannot long co-.xist with great inequa.lities of 
wealth and power; they therefore began by ostreeioing the powerful. to 
end by persecuting the wealthy." Anoth.r remark by tha ssme apIlU.er 
will be remembered: " Democracy is like the grave-it perpetually cries 
'Give, give,' and, like the grave, it never gives back what it receiveA." 

A Defence of the Crime .... W ..... -In a spesch in favour of the 
continued prosecution of war with Russia, in Jme, 1855, Sir E. B. Lytto~ 
said: "Let me suppose that when the future phiIsuthropisi shall uk 
what service on the human race did we in our generation signally coufel', 
some one trained perhaps in the schools of Oxford or the Institute of Man" 
chester shall an&wel': • A. Powe~ that commanded myriads-u many 88 

those thst under X ..... exhansted Jivers in their n18rch-embodied all 
ths fore .. of hsrbarism on the outskirts of civilisation. Left there to 
develop ito own natural resources. no St.te molested. though all appre
hended, it. growth. But, long pent by m.reifol Nature in ito own 
legitimate domains. this Power schemed for tho outl.t to its instincti ... 
~bition; to that outl.t it. crept by dissimulating goile....by sncceesive 
treati .. that. promising p ..... graduated spoliation to the opportnnities of 
fra.ud. At length, under pretexts too gross to_ deceive the common sense 
of mankind. it proposed to seize thatoutl_to storm the fe.ble gates 
between iteslf and the world beyond.' Tltoll the historian ohsll .. y thst 
we in our gen.ration-theunited families of EugIsnd and France-made 
ourselves tha vanguard of alarmed ·and shrinking Europe. and did not 
.hesthe the sword until we had rede.med the pl .. lge to humanity. made on 
the faith of two Ohristian sovereigns. and ratified at those distant graves , 
which Uberty and justice ahaU revere for ever.f' ~ 

Ministe1'ia.l Coa.litiOJl8.-In;' speech on lIh. Roebuek's celebrated 
motion in J&n-u&ry, 1855. for & select committee 'to inquire intothe conduct, 
of the Orimasn Wor, Sir E. B. Lytton mnde .. very elfeeti ... remark 
on this subje.t. He said: .. Looking through out mod.m history, I find 
that most of our poweriul, even popnlnr AdministratiODI, have been 
coalitions. Both the Administrations of Mr. Pitt were coalitiOlll; and the, 
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last .... very remarkable. for be first inmed out the AddiDgton Govom
ment. and then coa1eseed with six of its members. Nay, he was not 
eontentod till he had netted the O%pOiled Prime Minister himself. and 
made him Lord Presideot of the Council. But then thore i. one indio
Jlutablo element of a coalition, and thot is. thot it. m.mb •• ·• Bhquld 
eoaluce. Now. sir, it is that element· which seems to me wanting in the 
prooeot Cabinet (Lord Aherd ... ·.). 10 has been a union of party 
mterests, but Dot a coalition of. party sentiment and feeling." 

EDWARD GEOFFREY. EARL OF DERBY. 
(1799-1869.j 

His Ka.Jm.er.-"· Gladstone's Dl&1lBor," says Professor Pryme, .1 I 
never saw excelled except by Lord Derby's, when he was in the House of 
Commons. The speaking of those two waa like a atroam pouring forth; 
ar it might be 40seribed as if they wero roading from a book. I have 
hoard Pitt, Fox. and other great speakers. but never any to equal Lord 
Derby, when Mr. Stanley. for elegance and sweetuess of expression." 
• His First Speech.-Mr. Stanley was throe years in the House of 

Commons before he took part in its dehates. His first spooch was made 
in 1824., upon & bill for lighting Manchester with gas. Sir Jam .. Maekin
_, who spoke after him, very highly complimented the young member 
GIl his porformanoo. and eaid, .. No man eould have witn .... d with greater 
eatisfaction ~ himoolf an ... ossion to the taleots of the House which 
.... ealeulatod to give lustre to its charseter and .trengthen its iD1luonco; 
and this was more particulerly a subject of .,.tisfactioll to him when he 
reflected that these taleots Were likely to b. employed in supporting prin. 
ei.ples whieh he conscientiously believed to be most beneficial to the· 
eountry." -Mr. Stanley in the earlier portion of his career was identified 
with the Whig party. 

Pa.rUamentary IDstinct.-Macaulay, in his .... y on Chatham; 
thus .Uude. to the roadinseo in dohat" ... hi"h Hr.Stauley manifoslsd 
from the Brat: u Scarcely any person h&s ever become a gre&t debater 
without long praetico and many failures. It was by slow degrees, As 
Burke said. that Charlos Fo,. becamo tho moot brilliant and powerful 
dehater thot over lived. Cherlos Fo,. himself attributed his own succ ... 
to tho rosaluti ... which he formed when very young, of speaking, weU or 
ill, at least once every night. I During five whole sessioDB,' ho used to 
sa1 •• I spoke &Tery night but one, and I regret only that I did not speak 
OIl that night too.' Indeod, with the ",:ception of Mr. Stauley. whoso 
knowledge of the &oien .. of parliamentary defeuce ro80mb!es an instinct, 
it would be difficult to name any emineut debater who has not made 
himself a master of his art at the expense of his audience." 

B ajaiDg a Storm..-The Coercion Bill, introduced when Mr. StaDJ.ay 
'W88 Secretary for Ireland., gave occasion for one of the most effective 
displays of his eloquenee. The incident is thus narroted by Earl RUBBOU : 
.. It wss thought right that Lord Althorp, as the leader of the Govern
ment in the House of CommODB, should bring in the bill. He did so in .. 
manner tame and ineifect.ive. His detail of the outrages committed in 

x2 
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hehmd was like reading a few of the blackest pages of tho' N e .. gat<> 
Calendar.' The Liberal majorit,. .. ere disappointed, eu1len, and .. ",d,. to 
break out into mutin,. against their ehief. Mr. Stanle,., who was sitting
next to me, greatl,. anno,.ed at the aspaot of the House, said to mo, • I 
meant not to have epoken till to-morrow night, but I find I must epook 
to-night.' He took Lord Althorp's box of official paporo, and went. 
upstaira to a room "here he .ould look over them quietI,.. After th .. 
debate had prooeeded for .two or three hours longer, with no change or 
temper in the House, Mr. Stanley. rose. He explained, with admirable 
clearness, the inseeure and alarming state of Ireland. He then went 
over, case by C!ft8e. the more dreadful of the outrages which had been. 
·committed. He detailed, with striking eifect, the circumstanc .. attending 
the murder of .. clergyman and the agony of his widow, who, after eecing 

. her husband mw-dered, had to bear in terror rwming knocke at the door, 
kept on all night b,. the miscreants who had committed the crime. Th .. 
House became appalled and agitsted at the dreadful pioture which hi> 
placed before their e,..s; the,. felt for the sorrows of the innocent; the,. 
.. ere shooked at the dominion of ooaasains and robbere. When he had 
produced a tluilling eifeet b,. th .. e deeoriptione, he turned upon O'Connell, 
who led the opposition to the measure, and who seemed • short time· 
before about to aehieve a triUlDph in favour of sedition and anarchy. He 
recalled to tile recollection of tho House of Commons that, at a recent 
public meeling, O'Connell had spoken of the House of Commons .. 6SS 
scoundrels. In .. tempest of aeom and indignation. he ezeitcd the ange!" 
of the men Ihn. d.signat~d against the author of the calumn,.. Tho' 
House, which two hours before .. em&d about to yield to the great 
agitator,..... DOW almost read,. to tear him to pi..... In the midst of 
the storm which his eloquence had raised, Stanley sat down. having ae-hieved 
one of the greatest triumphs of eloquence ever won in & popular assembly 
by the powers of oratory!' 

Au. BfFective QuotatioD.-The powers of elocutio.. which Mr. 
SianIe,. e.e .. i.ed in the Commons, before he was transplanted to th .. 
Lords as Lord ·St&l1le,. (his fathe". a.cond title), are shown b,. an inci
dout which ocourred in connection with O'Connell. a few years later t1um 
the acene just mentioned. For any speaker to give the House of CommoDS 
twenty linea· of Shakespeare, not only without exeitiDg ita murm1ll'8 or 
oontempt, but with grent e:l!ect, was an achievement possible only to such 
& speaker as Stanley himself. The eircumatances under which the inci
dent oc.urred are thns d ... ribad b,. Mr. Le.ky, .. When Lord Molbourne 
came into power,O'Connall gave his Mini.try the whole weight of his 
support; His opponents Lord Gre,. and Mr. Stanley were no longer in the 
M'mistry. , , Ths Melboume Miniatry exhibited the rsre spectacle of .. 
government oppose<l b,.the majority of the English membero in the HoUB& 
of Commons, and by I·he great majorit,. of the House of Lords, and .t the 
same time unpopular with the country, but kepi in power b,. .the votse at 
the Irish members. O'Connell supported it vory loyall,., and, although in 
hie position there WRS perhaps DO great merit in not being & place-hunter. 
it is worthy of notice how ohoerfully he acquiesced in his uc11lBion from 
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.t JdiDistq of which he WAS for some time the mainstay.· On questions of 
'porsons and offices the Ministera found him uoiformly moderate und COIl

..,ili&tory. and in: this raepcct his attitude formed a marked contrast to that 
of Lom Brougham. In 183B he refaaed one of the highest legal positions 
in Ireland-thet of Chief Baron. The Repeal cry. at this time waa 
su1fered to sink, and in Ireland as in England O'Connell steadily and 
powerfully supported the Ministry. There ..... hoWllver. he no question 
thet his support waa ultimately a oource of weakne... _ • It would 
have been impossible to give O'Connell a place in it without s1mtteriug it, 
.and there was. DO taunt against Ministers more applouded than thBir 
alleged onhBBrviency to the agitator. The House of Commons seldom 
rang with more enthnsiastic ploudite than when Mr. Stonley. in one of his 

.attacks upnn the Government, quoted these lines from Shakespea.re ;-

• But ahaJ.l it be that ,.ou, that set the croWD 
Up01l the head of this forgetful man, 
.And for his sake "ear the cleteeted blo~ 

. Of murderous Bubomation-ehaU it be 
Tb&t you a. world of 0lll'888 undergo, 
Being the agents, or base second meaDS, 

The oords, the ladder, or the ba.ngman mth8l" 
0, pardon me that I descend aD loW' 
To ahow the line a.nd the predica.ment 
Wherein you range under this subtle king. 
Sha.ll it for Bhame be spoken in these clap, 
Or fill up chronicles in time to come, 
'l'ha.t men of your noblli~ and power 
Did "gage them both in au unjtuJt behalf, 
All both of you-God pa.rdOD it I-bve done' 
And shall it be. in more shame, further spoket... 
Tha.t you a.re fooled, diaoarded, cd shook of! 
B7 him for whom these shamea ye underwent,. It 

. A Slip_-We remember (says the writer ~f a biographical notice of 
'Lom Derby) to have heard Lord :Moeanloy oay tbet no, one eTer attempted 
-to catch Lom Stanley tripping, and to interrupt Irlm in his speech. 
without coming by the worst in the encounter. He might well say 80, for 
he was himself an example of the truth of his words. On one occasion, 
in the full rush and torrent of his eloquence, Lord Stnnley used the 
expression" mutually suicidal." It was. perha.ps. not shictly defeusible, 
.and the slip was too much for the" book in breeches,:) who was then 
,Bitting on the front bench in opposition, to pass over. Half rising from 
his seat, and removing his hat with weU.a.tl'ected cowiesy, he repeated 
the words in an inquiring tone, .: Mutually suicidal P n Lord Sta.nley 
·.hecked himself for an instant. looked his .... tagoni.t filII in the fn.e, and, 
without attemptin~ to justify the expression, contemptuously replied, 
",' The right honourable gentleDl&U. is 8. great verbal critic. n The cheers 
.,f the House showed .the retort bed told • 

.. The Bupert of Dehate_"-Thio well-known epithet woo applied 
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to Lord Slanl.y by Sir E. B. Lytton in his poem, .. Th. N.w ~on." The 
f?llowing is the passage in which it occurs:-

"The brilliant chief, irregularly great, 
Frank, haughty. l'&Ib, the Bupert of Debate. 
Nor gout nor toil his freehneas 0Im destroy, 
And time otiIlleev88 aJl Eton in the boy. 
First in the olaas, and keenest m the ring, 
He ups like Gladstone, &Dd he ftghlo like BpriDg. 
E.-n at the fcoat his pl11Qk p .... ad88 the board, 
And da""tlees game-cocke symbolise their lord. 
1.0 where atilt .t friend-if harr'd from foe-
He 8001U'8 the ground and volunteers the bloW', 
And, tired with conquest over Da.n and Snob, 
PlantB .. Blight bruiaer on the nose of Bob. 
Deoorous Bob, too friendly to reprove; 
Suggests fresh fighting in the Dext remove, 
And promPto his 00_ in hop .. the vein to cool, 
To the prim. benches of the Upper School . 

. I'Yet who not listens with delighted smile 
To'the pure Suon of that silver st:rle P 
In the olear atyla .. heart 88 olear is ,aeen, 
Prompt to the ra.eh-revolting from the mean.1J 

Mr. Disraeli. however, appears to hav~ originated the expressiOD. "The 
New Timon" was first publisbed in 184.6; bnt in April, l844, lb. 
Disrseli thns alluded to Lord Stanley in • disC1l88ion on some obarge. 
brougbt by lb. Ferrand against Sir Jam .. Graham: .. The noble lord in 
this case, as in ao Diany othe ... first destroys his opponent, and than destroys 
his own position ·afterWards. The noble lord is the Prin .. Rupert of Par. 
lia.mentary discussion; his charge is resistless; but when he returns from 
the pursuit he always linda his camp in the po88ession of the anemy.D 
Notwitbateuding this reputatiou for dash and vigour, Lord Malmesb"'1 
mentions tllat the great debater was II very nervous before making a 
prepered opeech.· -

Jokes OD a Critical OCcasiOD.-Tba resignation of Peel'. 
Ministry early in December. 184.5, in consequence of Cabinet disagree
mente 88 to what should be done concerning the Corn Laws, was kept 
eutirel,. ... ret; and the most contradictory reports as to ministerial 
intentiolllJ in the forthcoming session were afloat. in the press-reports 
equally well authorised, according 88 information had been received from 
one o~ otJler of the two sections into which the existing Cabinet 11'88 

divided. Mr. Greville, clerk to the Council, writes in his "Jo1l1"ll&!." 
uDder date Thunday, Dec. 11: .. Y 881erds,. morning we WOJIt down to thlf 
Oonnell at Osborne. . . I never saw the aabinet in such a state of 
hilarity. Peel was fun of jokes and stori .. , and they all "ere &8 merry 
(apparentl,. and· probably reall,.) as meu .. nld be. • • When we' 
returned from Osborne, I had no ide. the Ministe1'8 had .u-J.y resignect ' 
lome daya before, for they noue of' them took lsave, and Peel and 
Aberdeen only had audianees. Not one of them hinted to mo what ":&8 
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going 0:0, and the only thing said about it waa a joke of Stanley's, who 
said to ~ bishop, who waa of tho party, that the right reverend prelate had 
probably -often seen as much patience, but never could have seen sO much 
ruignatiotL» , 

The B1;atellJll&ll at 1II".........,ket.-Mr. G .. ville wrote, April 10, 
1851, "At Newmarket on Sunday, and returned ;yesterday. It ..... worth 
"hile to ha there to .ee StaDl.y. A few week& ago he w •• on the point of 
being Prime Minister, whi.h only depended on him •• If. Then he etood 
up in the Hona. of Lords, and d.livered an oration full of gravity and 
dignity, .... h .. boeame tho man who had jnat ""d.rtak.n to form an' 
Administration. A f .... days ago he ...... foaated in Merchant Taylors' 
Hall, amidet a net .... mbly of lorda and common.rs, who all acknow. 
ledged him as th.ir chief. H. was complimented amidat thund.rs of 
applanae upon hia great and statesmanlike qualiti.s, and he again delivered 
an oration, aeriona .. befitted the lofty capacity in .... hi.h he there 
app.ared. If any of hia vo.iferous disciples and admirers, if some grave 
members of either House of Parliament, or any distinguished foreigner 
who kn .... nothing of Lord Stanley but what he saw, heard, or read of 
him, could have snddonly found themselves in tho h.tting room at 
N.wmark.t on Tuesday evening and .een Stanley thare, I think, th.Y' 
would have b.en in a pretty stat. of astonishm.nt. There he was in tho. 
mid.t of a crowd of hlackIega, betting men, and looae ebara.tors of .v.ry 
deseription, .haIling, rowing, and shouting with laaghtor and joking. Hi. 
amusement was to lay Lord Glasgow a wager that he did Dot sneeze in a' 
giTen time. for which purpose be took pmch after phieh of snuff, while· 
Sta"lll.y j.ered him and quizzed hiJ& with sneh noise, that h. drew the
whole mob around him to partake of the coarse merriment he excited. It 
really was & sight and a wonder to see any man playing such different· 
parts; and I don't suppose there is any other man who would aet so 
naturally, and obey all his impulses in neb a way, utterly :regardless of 
.ppe&ran .... and not caring what anybody might thiok of the Minister 
and the statesman so long as h. could have his fun." ' 

A 1II"e ... Crop of Statesmen.-Sl:ortlyaft.r the formation of his 
:lirst Ministry, in 1852, Lord Derby and the re.t of the members of the 
GoTernm.nt ,...re entertaiued by the Gold6miths' Company. Alludiug 
in his speech to the efforts be had made to form a Cabinet; he illns
tr&ted them by a reference to the reeeJlt gold diseoveries. and said: 
"It 11'88 supposed t·hat the crop of statesmen was one of very limited 
amount, for which, if' yon were disposed to search, you must dig 
in certain favoured localities, 8nd confine yourself to searching for 
them th.re. I am happy to think, g.ntlemen, that to some ext.ut I 
hay. been instrum.utal in dispelliug that illnaion. A fortunate adven. 
t.urer, I haTe boldly opened 8 n.w mine, aud I am happy to say that 
in the opinion of competent judges. so far as it has been yet worked. the 
ore that has been raised contains among it u large a proportion of 
sterling metal, with as little admixture of dross, as any that was .v.r 
drawn from the old and e:s.clusi-n mines to which we were formerly 
eonlined." 
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A J'resh .. ~e ....... "-Lord Malmesbmy, Foreign SecrelaJy in Lord 
Derby's first Ministry, made the following entry i:u his di&ry: "March 6th 
(I852).-Dined at Northumberland House; met a large party, i:ucluding 
almost aJI the Cabinet. Lord Derby aaid to my wife, • I have been 
driving a team of young horses this morning; Dot ODS had over been in 
ham... before, and thoy went boauiifolly; Dot ono kicked amnngoi 
them.'» , 

..I. Ca.ndid CoDfessio,,-_Wriiing to Lord Dorby (thon Primo 
Minister) i:u 1858, the Prio.. Consort wormed him incidenially that 
Prio.o Alfred had jost paaoed his examination as a naval cadet and 
received his appointment, and said: II I send you Prince Alfred'. eumi .. 
nation papers, which may, perhaps) interest you. He solved the mathe
matical problems almost aJI without fault, and did the translations without 
a dictionary." In his reply, afier thanking the Prioce for aonding him 
tha papers, Lord Derby wroie: "As I looked over them, I could not 
but feel very grateful that no ouch oxaminotion was necesoary to qualify 

. her Majesty's ::Ministers for their offices, as it would, -very seriously 
increase the difficulty of framing an adminisirstion." 

..I. Beat lIIEa.n.-Mr. Xebbol relaieo, as regarda Lord Derby's newly. 
formed Ministry of untried men, that he would aJIow no one to eha1f 
them but himself j and Ollce, when a well-known marchioness, a very clever 
and Tery bitter politician, tried it OD. with him, she received an answer which 
silenced her curiosity pretty promptly. n Come now, Lord Derby," she 
wd, II who are all these people you hal'S got round you P Who are so ... 
and-Bo, and .. ·and-.. P What is "·8lld·so.P 10 he a real man, or ooIy •. 
puppet p» If As to whether he is a real man or DOt," said Lord Derby, 
"I e8l1 only .. oure your ladyship that he baa had three wiveo, and --:-" 
Her ladyship did not wait to hoar the rest. . 

U'acompllmentar)' Epithets.-The conjunction of Lord Derby 
with Mr. Disrso1i in carrying on a Ministry WBB frequently aJIuded to in 
very uncomplimentary terms. loord Aberdeen -mentioned 1>0 Biohop 
Wilberforce that Lord John Ruoaoll "said of the'present Govornment 
(1808) Bbont Reform, • What ean we look for from tho Jockey and the 
Jew P'" (alluding to Lord Derby's racing procliviti .. , and to Mr. 
Disraeli'a descent). Mr. Disraeli, when he succeeded to the conduct of 
al!airs, was no Ie .. tho object of depreciatory alIDBion. Bishop Wilber
foreo recorda tho ....... ti. remark of Lord Cholmsford, who had been 
removed from the Lord Chancellorobip by the new premier: "Tho old 
Government, the l)erby i this, the Hoaz." 
~e DemOC1'&tio ~ae.-Ii wao often imputed to tho Earl of Derby 

that ho .had said bu . oonoidered it his mission to; " atom the tido of 
democracy/J The exaat phrase did not. proceed from. his own mouth, 
but WRB founded on a pn...ge in a speech ho delivered on tho 15th of 
March, 1852. Replying to a quootion from Lord Beaumont .. to the 
intentions of tho new Government with respect to datiert on oorn, Earl 
Derby aaid: II We are threatened with far more serious consequences than 
could result from the imposition of a 44., 51'f or 7,. duty on foreign com. 
The question before us is, whet.her the GoveI'DDlent of this country can 
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be_ carried on, and as to t.be principles on which it is to be carried on. 
And whon I appeal to tho country it will be on th ... groundo: Will 
you, Protectioniste and Free Trad ..... all yon who desi ... tho advan
tage of all tho into...oto of tho country, place your confidence in, and 
give your support to, a Government which. in the hour of peril. did not 
hesitate to take tho poot of dang.r when tho h.lmsman had I.ft the 
helm P Will yon support & Government which is exerting iteelf to protect 
the country against any hostile attock, to maintain the peace of theworld, 
to maintain and nphold tho Protestant inatitntion. of the country, to give, 
to the utmost of ite power, religioue and moral education throughout the 
land, and which will exert itself moreover, I dou't hesitate to say. to .tem 
with some opposition, to supply some barrier against the current of that 
continually increasing and encroaching demoCf'atic iryZuenc8 in this nation, 
which is bent on throwing the whole power and authority of tho Gov.m
m.nt nomina11y into the hando of the mas .... bnt p .... tica11y and 1"8a11y 
into those of demagogues and republicans, who exercise an influence over 
those unthinking roessee-will you, I 8&1, support a. Government'which is 
determined to resist that nODOUS and dangerous influence, and to preserve 
inviolate the prerogatives of the Crown, the righte of your lordship.' 
Hou •• , and the liberties of a fr •• ly.el.cted and freely.represented House 
of Commons P Th .... my lord., are the questions on which, when I go to 
the country, I make my appeal, on behalf of myself a.nd my colleagaes; 
and, in the words which arc placed in the mouth. of the meanest felons 
that stand in the prisoners' dock, but which are Dot unworthy of the 
mouth of the first minister of the fire! country in U.e world, I say, • I elect 
tb.t we shall be tried by G.od and our country.'''-(Henaard'. Report.) 
It appears, however, that in a letter to Mr. Croker doted March, ISS1, Lord 
Stanley (as he wae .t that time) bed used tho e'Proesion referred to. He 
thus wrote in allusion to the possibility of his forming a Government, Rnd 
its chances of success: '~With temper and moderation I believe we may 
succeed in st.emming the Democratic tide which has been :Bowing of late . 
with formidoble rapidity." 

1.1 One 'l'hing at a Time/'-Lord Malmesbury writes, under da.te 
April 27, 1855: .. Lord Derby returned to·doy from Newmarket, so full 
of his racing thet h. conld think and talk of nothing elao, and kn.w 
nothing of last week's eveats; and when I alluded to our propositions at 
t,he VieIUla Conference h."ing· been rejected by Russia, asked, . What 
propositions P '--evidently not having looked at & newspaper for the whole 
week. Such is the character of this remarkable man, who has the habit 
and 'Power of concentrating bis whole mind upon the subject which 
occupies him at the moment. and dismissing it totally, with equal 'facility. 
He is very fond of llSing the expre6sion. ' One thing at a time.''' 

Rival Ministers and U Bad Company."-Here is 8llotber ent.ry 
from Lord Malm.sbury's diary: .. June 28,1861.-Concert at. Buckingham 
Palace. Whilst we were waiting for our carriage, to go away, Lord. Derby 
joined U8, and immediately after Lord John Russell Cf\me up. Lord 
Derby exclaimed, 'How do yo~ do, Lord John P You have got into very 
~ company! He looked round at us aJl with a grim smile, andsuid, I I see 



1 have; • when Lord Derby.looking at him attentively. observed that ho 
was incorrectly dressed. haTing hi8 I .... uniform instead of the full dress 
which he ought to have worn .• Lord John said, • I know I am wrong. and 
the portar wanted to turn me oul..' • Oh. did he P' exclaimed Lord Derby . 
• Thou canst not say I did it.' Of course all those roimd laughed at this ap~ 
quotation from Shakespeare, and 110 one more than Lord John bimself." 
, "XedeUe &Dd XlldcUe.'~-Lord Dorbymadeuse of this expressioll 

in February. 1864. to characterise the policy thell boing'pw'Suod by Earl 
Russell 80 FOnlip Minister: .. The foreign policy of the noble earl (said. 
be). as far 88 the principle of non·intervention is concemed, may be 
summed up in two truly e:r:pressive words-f meddle' and ~ muddle.'_ 
During the whole course of his diplomatic: correspondence, wherever he 
bao interfered-and he bao interfered everywhere-hebao beelliocturing. 
scolding, blustering, and-retreating." 

.A. Shot,.t l'almerston,-A shot at another (and grooter) FOnlip 
lfinister also deserves mention. Lord Malmeebury notes in his "Memoirs." 
under date Feb. " 1851:, "Parliament opened. and Lord Effingham, 
moved the eddroos in the House of Lords. Lord Stimley opolre well ... 
usUAl, and raised 8 great Jaugb, ~y saying, in allusion to the restoration ,of 
tranquillity in l:urope. that the increased tranquillity in Enrope was to be 

. attributed to the increased inactivity of the Foreip Secretary n (Lord 
Pelmeroton). . 

The ":Leap in the Dark.",...()n the thizd reading of the Reform 
Bill in the House of Lords. August 6th. 1867. the Earl of Derby said. 
with reference to a remark made by Lord Cranbome in the Commons ; 
.. No doubt we are making a groat experiment and' taking a leap in the 
dark,' but I have the grootoot oonfidence in the sound sense of my fellow
countrymen. and I entertain a strong hope thet the ex\ollded franchise 
which we are now conferring upon them will be the m88ll8 of placing the 
instilations of this count.,. on 8 firmer baaJa. and that the pasoiDg of the 
m ... "", will tolld to increase the loyalty and oontontment of 8 groat 
portion of her Majesty's subjects." . 

"Dishing the Whigs. "-Lord Derby'. style was always dignilied in 
debate. but in cODversation with his colleagues he was often extremely 
colloquial and idiomatic. An example has beep. given in his brief remark 
to Sir James Grsham OIl the downfall of the GnlY Ministry ... J ohuny'. 
npaot the coach." Another famous saying must be instanced. Replying 
to an old 88800iate who thought the Reform Bill of the Derbr·Disraeli 
C.binet had gone too far in 8 popular direction, the Earl of Derbr is 88id, 
to have oont8llted himself with the romark, .. We have dished the Whigs I" 
as a oomplete justilioation of his polioy. 

BENJAMIN DISRAELI, EARL OF BEACONSFIELD. 

(180'"-1881.) 

KiaEar~ C8.Ilclidat1l1"es.-The fut"", loader of the Couoorvative 
party first became a candidate for Parliament under Radical auspi .... 
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presentmghimself .tHigh 'Wycomb. ;,; i832,' With" "c~mmendatioJlS 
from Hame and O'OODnOll.·· Being repeatedly 1UlS11c •••• ful h.re, in 1835 
he offered himself for Taunton; and on _ this occasion spoke against 
O'OollDeIl. Th. latter shortly afle~ inade a charaeterlstic ·nply, in which 
he ·declMed of his opponent that" he poseeseee just the"qnshtiea of th .. 
impenitent thief who, died upon the cross, whose name, I verily believe,. 
must hAve been Disraeli." Smarting under this onslaught, Mr. Disraeli 
challenged the SOB of the Irish d.magogu. to podorm .. the vicariollS duty 
of yielding aatiafsction for the insult. which your father haa too long 
lavished with imp11llity on his political oppon.nta;" lor 0'00IIII.11, ofte" 
his fatal comhat with D'Este ... (p 270), had vowed not to fight a duel 
again.. Mr. Morgan Q'Comrell ·on a similar occasion bad offered to meet 
Lord Alvauley. but he now deolined; and Mr. Disraeli thereupon wrote to' 
tho fath.r .. 1_ in·wlnch h. said." With· regard to your taunt. .. to 
my want of BUCeess in election 'contests, ·permit me to remind yon that 
I had nothiDg to appeal to bilt the g.ood aeneo of the people. No threaten. 
ing skeletons canvassed m me J" wit·h more to the-same effect, cone~udiDg 
with the words, "We shall meet. at Philippi/' 

Self' Confidence.-Disraeli wrote to his sister, Feb. 7. 1833: II Was 
at the House of Common yesterday during tho whole dehate-Gn.of th .. 
finest we have had for years. • • ::Macaulay admirable; but. between 
ourselves, I could floor _them all.. This entre ftoua: I was never more
confident of ... ythiDg than that I could carry everythiDg before me in 
that House. The time will come.'~ 

Jll[elho~ ... d Disraeli.-Mr. Hayward,· in reviewing Mr. 
Torrens' life of Lord Melboume. gave the followiDg 88 his recollection 
of a conversation which was much exaggerated by the biographer: If Many 
rears since. a right honourable gentleman, who now -holds a conspicuous 
position before the world, had recently returned from the East, when h .. 
w .... ked to dinner to meet Lord Melbourno, who good-naturedly turned 
the conversation on the manners and cust.oms _of the countries recently. 
visited by this gentleman. • YORr lordship.' he remarked, • appears t<> 
have derived all your notions of Oriental manners from the II Arabia.n 
Nights' Entertainments.'" I And a devilish good place to get them from/' 
rejoined Lord Melbourn., rubbinl\" his handa and laughing. • Ao tho 
conversation proceeded. the gentleman, in a 8emi~Seri0U8 tone. or in the 
proud consciouBness of latent power which he afterwards expressed on a. 
memorable oceasion in the House of OommoDs. said that what he looked 
forward to was the Premiership. • And I wish you may get- it,' quietly 
observed Lord Melbourne. This is the sol. loundation of tho dialogn .. 
which M't. Torrens reports in such detail." 

His First Appe ........ ce in P .... liament.-Mr. Disraoli was first 
1'eturned in 1887, as representative of Maicist.oD8, and delivered his 
maiden speech on the 7th of December in tha.t year, on. Irish eleet.ion 
petitions. He was heard with continual interruptions, but concluded with 
a propbecy which has become famous. The following was his peroration, 
&8 ginn in "Hansard": "Nothing was 80 easy as to laugh. He wished 
before he sat down to ahow j·he Honae clearly their position. When thoy. 
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rem.mbered tbet. in spite of th. support of the honourahle aud 1earnad 
memb.r for Dublin (Mr. O'Couuell) and hi. well-disciplin.d baud of 
patriots. th.re was a little ebyness ""hibited by forme. supporters of her 
Majeety's Government-when they recollected the 'new lov.s· 8Ild the 
(old loves J in which 10 much of p888iou and reerimiDatiou waa mixed 
up betwe ... the noble Tityrus of the Treasur;r bench and th. 1earnad 
Daphne of Liskeerd (loud laughter)-notwithatauding the "manti .... irlll 
bad resulted, .. be had alweye exp.cted, in the an""';' inl'gratio (renewed 
laughter)-notwithotanding thet a political duel had b.en fought, in 
which more than one shot was interchanged. but in which reco1U'8e was 
bad Ie the •• cure arbitrament of blank cartridges (laughter)-notwith
standing emancipotad Ireland and enalavad England, the noble lord might 
wave in one hand the kaye of St. P.ter, and in tho othe~tho .houta 
thet followed drowned the conelusion of the eenton .. ). 'Let them ee. 
the philosophical prejudice of man.' He would certainly gladly hear • 
ch.er. even though it came framth. lips of a political oppon.nt. He was 
DOt.t all surprisad .t the reception which he hod _rioncad. He had 
begun •• v.ral times many things. and he had often su .... d.d at Jast. 
Be would Bit down DOW. but the timo would come when they would hear 
bim."-Resp.cting this apparent failure h. wrote Ie his sistor: .. The 
Attorney-Gen.ral [Sir John Campb.ll]. to whom I never spoke in my 

.life. cam. up Ie m. in th. lobby and .poke Ie me with great cordiality. 
Be sa.id. f Now, Mr. Disraeli, could you just tell me how you finished one 
sentence in your speech '-we are anxious to mow. II In ona hand the 
ksye of St. Peter. and in the other --" P' 'In th. oth •• the cap of 
lib.rty. Sir John.' HesmJlad, and said. 'A good picture.' I replied • 
• But your friends will nnl allow me Ie finish my pictures.' 'I aasure 
you,' he said, 'there was the liveliest desire to hear you from us. It was a 
party.t the bar. over whom w. had no control. But you hove nothing Ie 
be afraid of.''' A week aftor. h •• pok. " few .entonces on th. Copy
right Bill. and he addreeead tho Honse .eve.al tim.. in the following 
session. . 

An E .... ly I'u_age with l'almerstoD.-M •. Di.me1i .tood for 
Shr.w.bur;r in 1841 .. an ardent supporter of Sir Rohort Peel, end on his 
election wrote to inform the Consel'l"ative leader that It the electors of 
Shrew.bur;r hod done th.ir duty." Shortlyaftor Sir Rohert aecadad Ie 
power, and the fact that the honourable sentleman received no appoint .. 
ment in hi. Government was allud.d Ie in the following .... ion by Lord 
Palmerslen. Mr. Disraeli had bronght forward " motion (March S. 1842) 
in favour of blending the conaular with the diplomatio body. and on •••• 
Icin portiOn. of his speech Lord Palmerstoll made the following .. morke, 
.. Th. honourabl. gentleman had indeed &ftirmad the general principle that 
political adh.renta ought Ie b. rewarded by appointmenta,aud b. regretted 
to observe an exception to that rule in the person of the honourable gentle.. 
man him.elf. Afte. the proof. how.v ••• of talent and ability which the 
honourabl. gentleman aftordad. although not p.rhop. of great industIy in 
getting up the d.tails of his c .... he tru.tad thet Wore the end of the 
session the Gov.rnment would overlook the slight want of indnstr;r for 
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·the sake of the talent, and that the Eo .... would s •• the maxim of the 
"honourable member practically applied to hi. own case." To this Mr. 
Disraeli rejoined: .. E. must off.r his acknowl.dgmente to the noble 
viscount for his courteous aspirations for his political promotion. Such 
aspiratiODS from such a quarter must be looked. upon as suspicions. The
noble viscount was a consummate master of the subject, and if the DobIe. 
viscount would only impart to him the secret by .... hich he had hims.1t 
contrived to retain office during seven successive AdministratioDS, the 
p ..... nt debate wnold certainly not be without a result." 

The .. Young England" party .~Ahout the year 1848, this name· 
became applied to a bot of yOUDg politicians in the Bouse of Commons,. 
of whom Mr. Disraeli was the most conspicuous. In his (I Coningsby" 
the id ... of the party were supp ... d to h. unfold.d; and another of ito 
prominent members. Lord J DIm :Mannen, published a volume of poems, 
lIS England's Trust," &C.), one couplet in which has become famous: 

"Let ~th and oommerce, la.we ana learning die; 
But leave us still 0111' old nobjlity I It 

The tal.nted George Smythe, afterward. Lord StrangIord, w .. also a 
member of this school of adVlUlCed, or, .. many, thought, retrograde 
politicians. lte members affected a spic. of dandyism, of which the 
wearing of white waistcoats in the House was one of the peculiar signs. 
lIr. Henry Drummond once alluded to the group 88 II the membe1"8 with 
sparkliug eyes and white waistcoa.ts." 

-.rb.e -nong of the W'hip.-The House of Commons having been 
called upon by Sir Robert Peel to rescind a recent vote on the sugar 
dutiea, after 8. similar demand bad been made upon it during the same 
session, Mr. Disraeli thus refieeted upon the treatment by Sir Robert Feel 
of the majority at his back: .. I remember in 1841 the right honourable 
baronet said, 'I have never joined in the anti.slavery cry. and now I will 
not join in the cry of cheap sugar.' Two years have elapsed, and the right 
honourable gentleman has joined in t,he anti.slavery cry, and has adopted 
the cry of cheap augar. But it .eems that the right honourable baronet'. 
horror of .Iav.ry extends to .V.,oy place exc.pt the benches behind him. 
There the gang is .tiIl .... mbl.cI, and there the thong of the whip .till 
.ounds. Whatever may be the anti.alsvery repugnance of the right 
honourable gentleman, his distaste wonld seem not to extend to this. 
House. H the whip were more sparing here, his conduct would be more 
coDBistent with his professions." 

, The Whigs caught BathiJlg.-It was in a d.hate on the opening 
of l.tters 4t the Post Ollice, in 1845, that Mr. Disraeli naed this c.lebrated 
illustration of the tacties' of Sir Robert Peel. He said, U I know there 
are BOme who think tbo.t be is looking out for new allies. I never 
beli.ved anything of the kind. 1'he position of the right honourable 
gentleman is clear and pl'eeisf.". I do DOt believe he is looking to any 
coalition, although many of my constituents do. The right honourable 
gentleman h8e only exactly to remain where he is. The right honourable 
gentleman .aught the Whigs batl,ing, and waIk.d aWAY with their olothe •. 
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lie has left them in the full enj.ymODt of. th";".l,iberal poeilion ..... d be is 
himself a strict conservative of their garment;a." . 

"'_The nOrg&nised H:vpo0ris7.'~-In. debate on uthe agricultural 
interest. March 17, 184S. Mr. Disraelithus ciloeed • pow.rful 1!p8OOh: 
.. , Protection appea1'8 to be in about the same condition that Proteeta.ntism 
was in 1828. For my part. if .... e are to Iuwe free trade. I ..... ho honour 
gewna. prefer that such moasuroa should be prop088d by tho honoursble 
member for Stockpo~ (Mr. Cobdeu). than by one who, through skilful 
parliamentary manOlUnos, has tampered with the gen.rous confidence of 
a great people "'!d. of a great l!"rl:r. For myaslf. I care Dot .. hat may be 
the rosuIt. Dissol .... if you pie .... the .Parliament 1"" have betrayed. 
and appeal to the people. who, I believe. mistrust yon. For me there 
remaine this. at lOast-the opportunity of expressing thna publicly my 
belief that. Conasrvative Government is .... Organiaecl Hypocrisy."-The 
last two worde are printed with capitallettore in .. Hanasrd's Debates." 
which are profeseedly revised by the epee1i ... themselves. 

.~ Tea-Kettle l'recedents"·-When Sir Robert Poel introduced 
the bill for the in........cI grant to Msyaooth. h. rooted his arguments 
(says Francis) 1 ... npon aily broad scheme of poliey which might have 
compromised him directly with powerful parties, than upon tha fact that 
the principle had been sanctioned. though ohecuro1,.. by parliamentary 

. authority. This gave OCC88ion to Mr. Disraoli to make a hit at t.he 
Premier ..... hich ...... at once humorous and trna. He said that with him 
groat moasuroa wore always ... ted on smaU precedents; that he always 
traced the atoam-engine hack to the lea-kettle; that, in fact, all his 
precedents weN •• tea-kettle preeedents/' 

.a. l'arlia.mentary lIIUddl ........ -" The Dmaciac1 of l'olitic ... • 
-10 a d.hate on the Mayaooth grant, lfr. D~ applied the lirst-nam.d 
epith.t to Sir R. P.el. He said: .. Something has rioan up in this OODDtry 
&8 fota1 in the political world .. it has heen in th.landed world of Ireland 
-we have a great Parliamentary middleman. It is wall known what a 
middleman is j he ia 8 man who bamboozles one party and plunders the 
other, till, having obtained .. position t.o which he "is not entitled. he eries 
out, • L.t na have no party questious, but fixity of t •• ure.· • . I hope 
I ehall not be answered by • Hansard: I am not enrprisod that the right 
honourable gentl.man should b. so fond of 'tOCDmng to that great authority; 
he has great advantage.; h. can look OTer & record of thirty, and more 
than thirty. y .... of an eminent career. But. that is not the lot of every 
on.; and I may say as .. geueral mlo I am nthar enrprised that your 
eXp.rienc.d st.leamen ohoul<\ be 00 tond of recurring to that .min.nt 
publication. What, after all, do. they .. e on looking OTor a quarter of • 
century. or more even, of their speeches in • BansardP' What dreary 
peges of interminable ta1k, what predictions falsified, what pledges broken, 
what e.l.ulatione that have gone wrong, what budgets· that have blown 
up! And all this. too. not reIi.ved b,. a singl. original thought, or a 
Bingle generous impulse, or a single happy expression! Why,' Hansard: 
instead of being the Delphi. of D,owning-stroet. is but the Dunciad of 
Politics." . 
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Lea.cJing up to his Point.-Mr. Disraeli'. art in this is illu.trated 
in the following, from Maddyn's U Chiefs of Pa.rtiea It: On one occasion, 
·while Mr. Disraeli was playing the part of Junius on his legs, he convulsed 
the House of Commous while Sir lWbert Peel wineed uuder the torturing 
sarcasm. II Honourable 'gentlemen think that the conduct of the right 
honourable haronet is not guided. by principle, and that it is _mely 
difficult to interpret hi. speeohe. or to understand his policy. I di1fer 
from that view. To me it seems that nothing can be more plaiD, or less 
unreserved, or more entirely straightforward th"; the right honourable 
baronet in his public course." (Looks of B111"prise from all sides.) " I 88.y 

that he has & perfectly fnmk mode of treating questions." (Inereased 
surprise.)." I will give an infallible mode of deciphering him, when he is 
in his moot tortUous mOOd. of mind. "If you want to know how the right 
honourable gentleman will ultimately act upon any di.torted question in 
politics, a.ll yon have to do is "-{a. long pa.use, and, amid a hushed expecta
tion of the point. the accomplished political areher. with serene irony of 
<ountensnee, launched his shaftl-" to wok to the last .tat. of the poU." 

.. Candid l'riellds."-One of the sharpest of the passages between 
Mr. Disraeli and Sir lWbert Peel woe the following. Mr. Disraeli bad 
made an attack on tha Minister in the debate on opening letters in the 
Poot Office, Feb. 20, 1845, and to this Sir lWbert, on the following night, 
thus replied, .. Notwithstanding the provocation of the honourable gentle. 
man, I will not deal so hsrshly with him as he has dealt with me. He 
undettekes to 88Sore the House that my vehemence waa all pretended, and 
warmth all simulated. 1, on tha oontrary, will do him entire justice; I 
do belleTO that his bittemess was not simulated, but fllat it was entirely· 
eincere. • • The honourable geutleman is at perfect liberty to give & 

dire.t support to a hoetile motion; but all I ask is, that when he give. that 
support fo the motion, let him not aay that he ~o .. it in & friendly spirit. 

I awe me the aTOWecl. ereot, a.nd manly foe; 
Firm I can meet, perhaps can turn the blow; 
But of all plagues, good Hea.ven, thy wrath oa.u send, 
Save me, 0 save me, from a candid friend! 

Here we meet in debate with our opponents opposite. We enter into conflict 
with them, mutually attaCking and repelling attack ad ..... o from.. When 
engaged in that conflict, it is certainly not very cODl"enient, though it may 
be una.voida.ble, to haTe a blow aimed at your right :ftnnk which you did not 
expect." Mr. DiBraeli. a few nights afterwards, thus retorted: uIf the 
right honourable gentleman may find it sometimes convenient to reprove 
a supporter on his right :8.ank, perhaps we deser\'e it-I, for one, am quite 
prepared to bow to the rod; but really, if the right honourable gentleman, 
instead of having raconrae to obloquy, would only stick to quotation, he 
may rely on it, it would be a safer weapon. It is one he always wields 
with the hand of & master; and when he docs appeal to any authority, ill 
prose or verse, he is sure to be successful, partly because he seldom quotes 
a passage that has not previously re<eived the meed of parliamentary 
approbation, and partly and principally because his quotations are so ,happy .. 
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The righ~ honourable gentlemen knows wbat the introduction of a great 
DAme d.e. in debate-how important is ita effect, and occasionally hoW' . 
electrical. He never :refers to any author who is not great, and sometimes 
who is not Ioved-Canning for example. That ill 8 name Dever to be
mentioned, I am sure, in the House ~ of CommoD8 without emotion. W & 

all admire hi. genius; we all, at least mo.t of us, deplore his untimely 
and; and we all a;rmpathiaa with him in his fierce atl'llg"gle with aupreme 
prejadice and sublime mediocrity-with in .. etarate fo .. and with • eandid 
friende.' The right honourable gentleman may be sure that a quotation 
from Such an authority will always tell. Some linea, for example, upon 
friendship. written by Mr. Canning, and quoted by the right ,honourable 
gentleman! Tho theme-the poe~the speaker-wbat a felicitous com
binationl Ita effoet in debate must ba o .. erwhelming; and I am sure, 
were it addre •• ed to me, all that would remain for me would be thus 
publicly to congratulate the right honourable gentleman, not only on hia 
ready memory, but on his cdurageous cOIlBCience." The recollection of 
the political relations between Canning and P.el made thoas sarcasms at 
tho tim. p.cnli&rly telling . 

..I. !l'urning Point.-When Sir Robert Pool indicated his adoption 
of Free Trade policy, in a d.bate on the Addrees on the lirat night of th .. 
session of 1846, the House, although intenaely interested, did DOt seem 
eager to enter then upon a discussion of the subject. U Suddenly, how-

. aver" (writes Mr. Justin ::M1Carthy), It 8.DeW and striking figure intervened 
in the languishing d.bate, and fillod tho House of Commana with a freoh 
lif.. Th.re is not often to be found in our parliam.ntarr histo..,. au ' 
e:mmpl. like this of a Budden tnrn given to a whole careor by a tim.ly 
speech. The member who rose to comment on the explanation of Sir 
Robert Peel had been for many yeare in tbe House of Commons. This 
waa his tenth session. He had spoken oft"n in each BOBSion. He had 
made many bold attempta to win a name in Parliament, and hithert& hi .. 
politiea1 care.r had been limply a failure. From the hour when he spoko 
this speech, it was one long, unbroken. brilliant ._. • That 
mom.nt wh.n Diaraoli ro ... was th. ve..,. tnrning point of the fortun .. of 
his part;r. Th.re ..... genius, thore W88 poaitive .tateamanahip in eeiaing 
.. boldly and ao adroitly on the moment. It would have been a great 
thing gainad for Pool if he oould bave got through that firat night without 
any alarm note of oppoaition from his own sid.. The habita of parlia
mentary disoiplin. are ver;r olinging. Th.y are hard to tear away. 
E ... ..,. impulae of ..... i.tion and training protests against the ... ..,. effort 
to %eIld them &BundeI'. A once powerful minister exercises i. control over 

. . his lcmg obedient followers somewhat like that of the heart of the Bruce 
in tho line old Soottish .to..,.. Thos. who onc. followed, will .till obey 
the namo and the a;rmhol, even when the aetna! powor to lead is gone for 
o .. er. If on. other night'. habitude had been add&d to tho long diaeiplin .. 
that bound his party to Pool; if th.,. had allowed th.msclvoa to listen 
to that declaration of the leamon'. first night without A.murmur, perhaps. 
they might n .... r h .... rebellad. Mr. Di ..... li drowwg.tber into on .. 
focus all the ra;rs of their gathering anger against Pool, and made them 
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light Into a llama. Ha show.d the g.nius of tho hom lead.r by stepping 
forth at the critical moment and giving the word of command!' -

!'iDcling .. l'a.raJleL-A most .!recti .. pseeaga In Mr .. Disraeli'. 
attack on Sir Robert Peel, In the speech on tha Addraes In 18406 ...... tho 
following, .. Sir. th.re is. difficulty In finding a parallel to the position 
of the right hbnourabl. gautl.msn in any part of hisl"l)'. The only 
parallel which I can find is an incident in the late waf in the Levant, 
which was terminated by the policy of the noble lord oppoeite (Palm ..... 
eton). I remember wh.n that great struggle was taking place, wh.n tho 
.xisten .. of the Turkish Empire was at .take, the late Sulton, a man of 
great energy and fertile in resources, was determined to tit out an 
immense fleet to maintain his empire. Accordingly a vast armament W88 

collooted. It consisted of som. of the finest ships thot .... re over built. 
The crews were picked meu, the officers were the ablest that could be 
found, and bot.b officers and men were rewarded, before they fought. 
There nevor ..... an armamont which lofl tho Dardan.lles similarly 
appointed .ince the days of Solymau tho Great. Tho Sulton pereonally 
witn.SBOd tho dopsrture of tho Beet; all tho muftis prayed for tho success 
of tho .%pBdition, as all tho moftis h.re prayed for tho .uc .... of the last 
general election. Away went the fleet, but what was the Sultan's COD

oterustion when tho Lord High Admiralstoorod at onc. into tho onemy's 
port! Now. Sir, tho Lord High Admiral on that occasion ..... vory much 
misrepreo8ented. He. too, W88 called a traitor, and he, too, viudicated 
himself. 'True it is: sa.id h., 'I did placa myself at tho heod of thie 
valiant armada i true it is that my Sovereign embraeed me; true it is that 
all the muftis in the empire offered up prayers for my BllCeesa i but I 
heve an objection to war. I ... no us. in prolonging the struggle, and 
the only reason I hod for ac •• pting the command w..-that I might 
terminate the oontest by betraying my master.' And, Sir, th .. e reasons; 
olfered by a man of great plausibility. of vast odruitness, have hod their 
.lfoot, for-you may be oorprised at it. but I assure JOu it is a fact.
which, by the way. the gallant ollieer opposite (Commodore Napier) ean· 
teetify, that he is at thie moment the First Lord of tho Admiralty at 
Constantinople. under the new reign. The ga.llant commodore 8&18 th&t 
he is dead. At any rate, he was DOt shot for treason." 

.. l'olitica1l'edl ..... , .. -On the third reading of the Corn Importo
tioo Bill, May 15. 18406, Mr. DisraoIi modo a pow.rful speech against the 
bill and the Minister who hod introduoedit, and towards tho .1 ... d.olared, 
II Even now, in this last scene of the drama, when the party whom he 
unintentionally betrayed is to be unintentionally aneihilated-eveu now 
in this the last aeon .. the right honourable gentl.man, faithful to the law 
of hie being. is going to p ... a proj.ct which I beli.ve it is matter of 
notoriety is not of his own invention. It is ODe which may have been 
modified. but which I believe haa been offered to another GoV8I'DDleDt. 
and by that Government has been wis.ly rej.cted. Why, Sir, tho .. are 
matters of general notoriety. After the day that the right honourable 
gentleman made bis first exposition of his schemes. & gentleman well 
known to the Honso, and learned in all the political s .. rets hehind tho 

y . 
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. acen .. , met me and eaid, • Well, what do you thlnk of your chier. plan P' 
Not knowing euct1y what to "y, but talDng up a phrase which baa been 
much uaed in the Houes, I obaerved, • Well, I 8Uppoae it is a great and 
eomprebeD.8ive pla.n.' I Oh!' he replied, f we know all about it; it was 
offered to U8. It is not hia plan; it'. Poplrlns'. plan.' And is England 
to be govemed by Poplrlns'. plan P Will he go to the eountry with it P 
Will ha go with it to that ancient and famona England that once .... 
govemed by etateamen-by Burleigha 8Ild by Walainghams; by Boling. 
brob. and by Walpoles; by a Chatham 8Ild a CBIlDing-will he go to it with 
thia fanteeti. scbeming of &Ome p"",umpmoUB ped8Ilt P I won't believe 
it; I have that confidence in the common sense, I will SAy the common 
epirit, of our countrymen, and I believe they will not long endure thia 
huokstering tyra.uny of the Treasury Bench-tboae political pedlars that 
bought their party in th. cheap .. t market 8Ild sold UB in the deareet." 

What is a State ......... ?-" My conception," .. id Mr. DisraeIi at 
thia time, " of a great stateeman is of one who representa a great id_ 
id .. which may lead him to POW8l'-6Il ides with which ha may ideutify 
himoelf-an ides which he may deve1op-an idea which he may and .... _ 
impress on the mind and conscience of a nation.JJ-Spsec1 Mike .AddrBII., 
Jan. 22, 1846 . 

.a. ..... of the l'eop1e.-Mr. Roebuck, in a debeta on the Com 
. Importation Bill in May, 1846, attacked Mr. Disraeli for changing hia 
former political opinions, and the honourable gentleman thUB replied, .. It is 
easy for the honourable and lesmed gentleman to get up and oay, alluding 
to the honoursble member for Montruse (Mr. Hame)-for whom I entertain, 
8Ild I believe we all entertain, great ""'POotr-that I'II'as at oue time ready 
to follo .. him. Why, suppoae it were so, that would be no very serious 
imputation againat me, for the Prime Miniater of England baa recently 
given in hia adheaion to that honourable member. But I don't wish to 
avail myself of any epacial pleading, nor even to 88y that, when a very 
young man, I entertained different opinious from those whioh I now 
entertain. I oan't 88y that. I am not in a oondition to have had hore
ditary opinions carved out for me, and all my opinions, therefore, have 
baen the f88Ult of reading and of thought. I ne •• r was a follower of 
either of the two great aristocratic parti •• in thie country. My sympathieo 
and feelings have alwayo been with the people, from whom I spring; and 
when obliged, as a member of this House, to join a party, I joined that 
party with which I believed the paople sympathise.» 

.a. Gentl_ of the PresB.-In February, 1858, Mr. Dioraeli 
addre ... d the Honoe of Commono on our relations with France, and 
eensured the Iangoag. reoently U8ed by two of th. Minietry (Sir J. 
Greham and Sir C. Wood), in ep88ches to their constituents, with regard 
to th. despotism of the Franch Emparor, espacially in gagging the p ..... 
In the course of his observations, he said: "There is DO doubt. that there 
is a considerable prejudice in this country againat the p .... nt ruler of 
France. becanse he hR8 terminated what we esteem parliamentary consti .. 
tutiOD, and baa abrogated the liberty of the P""'"; . It is unne""""""Y for 
me to 0&'1 that it is not probable I shall ever asy or do enytbing which . 
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should tend to depreciato the influence or diminish the power of Parliament 
or the prcea. My greateat honour is to be a member of this Honee, in 
which all my thought. &lid feelings are concentred; &Dd .. for the p_ 
I am. myself a ' gentleman of the press,' and have DO other scutcheon." 

A Friend's rONeast.-Lord George Bent.inck thus wrote to Mr. 
'Croker in :March, 1848: ff You ask me of Disraeli's manner of speaking 
&lid eifectiveness in debate. I will answer you by giving you my brother 
Henry's observations on the various speeches in the House. Henry is 
rather a cynical critic. He expressed himself greatly disappointed with 
Sir Robart Peel &lid Lord J obD Ru.sell, 8Ild concluded by saying that 
Disraeli ... as the uu1y mBIl be Iuul hsard who at all came up to hi. id ... of 
au orator. His speech .. this session hove been Jirst rate. . . He cuts 
Oobden to ribbons; and Cobden writhes and qnails DDder him just &B 

Peel did in 1846. And mark my words: spite of Lord StonIey, Major 
Bereeford, and Mr. Phillips and the Herald, it will end before two 
eessiona are out in Disrae1i being t·he ch08en leader of the party." 

Party Goverma.ent.-In & review of the conduct of public 
- business, at the close of the session of 1848, Mr. Disrlleli commented 

severely upon the failure of the Government of Lord John RU8B01l to 
pass numerous promised mea.sure&. notwithstanding a session of un .. 
eumpled duration (nearly ten months), 8Ild in concluding said: .. Sir, 
I trace all this evil to the disorganisation of psrty. I know thot there are 
gentlemen in this House who aJfect to deprecate psrty government. I am 
not now going to enter into a discuesion respecting party government; 
but this I will tell you-ae I hove told yo': before, in s. manner which has 
not yet been met .by any of the -gent.lem~n who oppose my views on this 
subject-that you cannot choose between psrty government &lid Parlia
mentary _government. _ I say you can have no Pal'liamentary govern .. 
ment if you have no party government; and therefore, when gentlemen 
denounce party government, they strike at thot scbeme of government 
which, in my opinion, has made this country great, and which, I hope, 
will keep it great. I can foresee, though I dare not contemplate, the 
eonsequences of the system thet now prevaila. They are weak words that 
would describe them as prejudicial to the realm, perilous to Parliement, 
fatal to that high tone of public life thet is the best security for national 
grandeur and public liberty. It is more than this: it is the JiAl:;' falorum 
of the great Dardanian house." 

'Union of the Temtorial and the Commercial Principles. 
_The fo11owing remarks were made by Mr. Disraeli in moviDg for & 

selett committee to inquire into the burdens on land (1849): ... Believe 
me, I speak not 88 your enemy wh~ I say that it will be an exception to 
tha principles which seem hitherto to hove ruled society. if you 'can 
aueceed in maintaining the success at which yon aim, without the 
p ...... ian of that permanence &lid stability which the t"rrltoria1 principle 
alone can dord. Although you may for a moment flourish 'after their 
destruction-&!though your porte may be 1ill.d with shipping, your 

• :factories smoke on every plain, and your forges flame in every city-I see 
no re&aon why you shonld form 8Il exception to thet which the page of 

..,2 
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history has monrufally record.d; thet you, too, .hould not fad. like the 
Tyrian dye, and moulder like the Venetian paJace.. But, nnited with 
the land, you will obtain the boot aud surs.t fouudation npon which to 
build. your enduring welfare. You will find in that interest a counsellor 
in all your troubles, in danger your uuda1lD.ted champion, and in adv81'8ity 
your steady ens!om.r. It is to assist in producing this r •• ult, Sir, thet I 
amahout to pia •• th.s. resolutions in your hends. I wish to ••• the agri. 
culture, the commerce, and the manufactures of England. not adversariu 
but eo-matea and partners, and rivals ouly in the ardour of their patriotism, 
and in the activity of their public spirit." 

Getting .... Statl1s."-Lord Stauley'. attempl to form a Go .. em. 
ment in 1851 failed mainly by reason of the reluclaoce of Mr Henley and 
Mr. Herri .. to necept office, their timidity exciting the indignation of Mr. 
Disrseli, who was eager for the experiment to be mad. In the following 
year a Derby-Disrasli Ministry was form.d, and Lord Maimoobnry noted 
in hi. diary, "Feb. 21, 1852.~Went to Disrasli's after breakfast. and 
fonnd him in a .tate of delight at the idea of coming into office. He said 
he 'felt jnst like a young girl going to her first hell,' eonstantlyrepeating. 
, Now we have got a .tatos.' With all his apparent apathy when attecked 
in the Honse of Commons. he is always, .. han out of it. in the highoot staW 
of elation or lowesl depth of dsspair, according to the fortaoe of the 
day." . . 

The MiDistry of U11tried Me11.-1n his novel "Endymion." 
published at the cl .. e of the year 1880. after his last retirem.nt from 
office, Lord Beaconsfi.ld gave to the world a emons oomponnd of fact 
and fiotion, in wldeh he introduced the following allnsiOD to the Mum':' 
etsncea actually attending t1 •• first formation of a Ministry by Lbrd D.rby 
·in 1852, and hie own elevation to office: II The Protectionists were onlIed 
upon t(J form an administration. As they had no one in their ranks wh' 
had ever been in office except their chief. who was in the House of Lords, 
the affair seemed impossible. The attempt, however, cotJld not be 
avoided. A. dozen men, without the slightetlt experience of official lile~ 
had to be sworn in 88 privy conncillo1'8, before even tlley could receive the 
Beale and insignia of their intend.d offi~... On th.ir kn .... according" 
to the constitutional eustom. a doleD. men, all in the act 01 genuflexion at. 
the same moment,. and headed, too, by one of the most powerful peers in 
the country, the lord of Alnwick Castle himself. humbl.d th.mselves 
before a female Sovereign. who looked serene and imperturbable before a 
apedaole 'never aeen before. and which, in all probability. will never be 
Been again. One of the band. a gentleman without any official experii:me. 
whate •• r, was not ouly pla.ed in the Cabin.t. but was absolutely,"quired 
to become the leRder of tbo Honse of Commons, whieb bRd n ••• r occurred 
before, exc.pt in the instanc. of Mr. Pitt in 1782. It has been asid thet 
it was unwise in t11e Protectionists assuming office when. on this oce&sio1i 
and on snbsequeut ones, they were far :from being certain of a majority in 
the Boo •• of Commena. It mould, how .... r. be remembered that nnl ... 
th.y had dared th ... ventureB, th"1 ne •• r coold ha •• formed a body of • 
men competent, from thoir official .xperienc. and their practice in dshate; 
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to form a Ministry. The result has rather proved that they we"l right. 
Had they continued to refrain from incurring rceponsibility. they must 
bye broken up and merged in different conneetieD8, whieh. for a party 
Dumeriea1ly so strong 88 the Protectionists, would have been a sorry 
bUsin .... and probably have led to diSastrous 1'C01Ilta." 
. ,. Looming in the ruture."-Mr. Disraell, then Chancellor -Of the 

Exchequer, issued an address to his constituents, the electors of Buck. 
inghamahire. in June. 1852, in which he announced the approaching 
dlssolution of Parliament. Referring to a revision of our taxation, he 
s!Lid: U The times are favourable to such an undertaking; juster notions 
-of taxation are more prevalent than heretofore; powerful agencies are 
siirring. which have introduced new phenomena into finance. and altered 
4e complexion of the fiscal world; and tho possibility of greatly relieving 
the burdens of the community, both by adjustment and reduction, seems 
.to loom in the future." 

Ministry Up01l. smr ........ ce.-In & speech against the Government 
·of Lord Aberdeen in 1854. Mr. Disraeli charged ita members. Lord J aha 
Xnsaell especially. with having oft'ered & factions opposition' to tho 
measures of Lord Derby. while they were now engaged in carrying them 
·out. If Look," said he. cr at the distinguished and gifted beings beforo 
me; what have they done at all equal to the establishment of the· militia 
·on the voluntary principle. or the reform of the Oourt of Ohancery P Then 
there waa another enlightened and liberal proposition. which laid down 
t.he principle since edopted by Lord J aha Russell in his Reform Bill. 
~t the forfeited so&ts should be given to great countie.. aud they 
l'ropoaed to give thom to the West Riding and to Lanc .. hire. How was 
-tha.t opposed P By the sanctimonious eloquence of tIle Chancellor of the 
Excbequer (lb. Gladstone), who e&id that a. Government upon snfferanco 
... ould not be permitted to bring forward a measure of Parliamentary 
Reform. I suppose the vision of a. perfect Reform Gol'ernment passed 
:before the prescieut and prophetic glance of the right honourable gentle. 
man. Yet what have you got in the way of parliamentary reform from 
the Government of All the Talents P men we bronght forward financial 
measures and foiled. we did thet which it waa our part to do-at least 
-when I have the misfortune to propose m~ures and fail; for I will never 
be a. Minister upon sufferance." 
. Obstructio1l. &11.4 the British COllBtitutio1l..-ln committee of 

sUpply in Jnne, 1857, Mr. Disraeli made the following remarks, which 
have received illust.ration in more recent times: II With regard. to the 
estimates, & very great change has taken place wit-hin the last two or 
three years in tho form of drawing them up. , . In old daya & 

vote was asked, say the lOO,OOOl. for palaces j the Minister who prepared 
that vote was snpposed to be master of the subject; he explained it if 
tiecessary, and the house if satisfied granted that sum. all his responsi. 
bility. . . Now tho fanlt of the pre.ent slatem waa thAt they had in 
.. ne Tote too many items. It waa perfectly absurd to fill up the vote with 
-details of every miserable item, as if the- ::Minister could not" for enmple, 
a,e obarged. without the interference of the Honse. with the roaponaibility 
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of a water·clos.t. But Under the prea.nt .y.tem the matter might hecomor 
..nOIlB .. regarded the public busilles.. Any four m.n might by the fo".,. 
of the House bring its busin ... to a cloe.. Any four m.n could by thor 
forme of the House make a dissolution of Parliam.nt aheolutely neceeeary. 
And. if there was not eulliciellt good BelISe in the COIlIltry to insure that 
these four men would wver be retllrlled again. they might deatroy tho 
British Constitution at auy time." 

.&.nr.rcq in the Opposing Camp.-In May. 1858. a motiOll WlI& 
brought forward in both Hou .... censuring the Indian policy of thlt 
Derby.Disreeli Government, who .. Minister for India (Lord EIIe",_ 
borough) hod rec.ntly reproved the Governor·Oonerai for the anne:ratiolt 
of Oude. What followed was thue commented upon by Mr. Disreeli • 
few days after. in a .peech 1<> his conotituente at Slough, .. They fixed: 
upon an Indian .ubj.ct, from which they stole their tactic .. and which 
revealed their views. They w.re. in fact, reeolved to loot Ih. Treaeury. 
A gentleman in the Honee of Commono brougbt forward tb. motion. and 
he was • man of unimpeachable choraeter. The cabal. wbicb bad itself 
rather a tainted cha.racter. chose its instruments with pharisaical acc1I1'&ey. 
I can ... ure you that wb.n the rigbt honourable gentl.man- who brought 
forward the motioll in the House of Oommons rose to impeach me. I WBS' 
terrified at my own .hortoomingo, and I liateoed attentively to a nisi.priue 
narrative, ending with a resolution which I tbink must have heen drawn 
up by a conveyanc.r. In the other Honae of Parliament a .till greater 
reputation condescended to appear upon the human stage-Gamalie1 
hlmseIf.t with the broad phylecl<>ries of faotion upon his forehead;· 
h. called upon God to witn.... in the voic. and accenta of majeetio 
adoration, that he was Dot 88 other men were-for that he was Deve!" 

influenced by party moti..... W.n, gentl.m.n. what happeued under 
these aircumstanees P Why. something which I am quite sure is un .. 
preoedented in the Parliamentary history of England. • .', Th... iw 
nothing like thet laat Friday .v.ning in the hi. tory of the Houe. of 
CommoDe. We .ame down to the Houee .xpecting to divida at four 
o'clook in the morning-I mysell. with my armour 'buckled on, prepared 

. 'to· deli~.r an addres. two hours after midnight-<md I believe that. even 
with the conociouene88 of a good C8uoo, that is no mean .!fort. WeU, 
gentlemen. we were all 88sembled, our benches with their serried ra.nktt 
seemed to riyal those of our proud opponents, when suddenly there came 
a wail of di.tress-but not from ue. I can only lik.n the scene to the 
mutiny of the Bengal army. Regiment after regiment, corpe after corpe, 
general after gen.ral, all acknowledged that th.y could not mareh through 

_, Coventry with her Majeaty's Opposition. _ It was like a oonvulsion of nat1ll'8' 
rath.r than any ordinary tranoaetiun of human life. I waa reminded by it 
of un. of th ... earthquakao which take place in Calabria or P.ru. The .. 
waa a rumbling mnrmnr-a groan-a ohriek-a .ound of distant thund.r. 
No one kne" ",bether it came from tho top or the hettom of the honee. 
There "DB • rent, a liosure in the ground: and th.n a village dieeppeared. 

• Mr. Cardwell. t Tho .. I of Sbafteab..,-• 
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then a tall to".r toppled doWD, and the whole of the Oppoeition benoh .. 
becam. .... great dissolving vi.w of anarchy.' Are theee the people 
whom ron want to govern the ooUlltry-peopl. in whose oamp th ... is 
anarchy-between whom th... is disoord on everr point, and who are 
not .v ... united by the oommon bond of wishing to B.ise upon the apoile 
of officeP g 

.6. J'orecast of the Bo:ya.l ~tlea BllL-It is .hown in Sir 
Theodore Martin's co Life of. the Prince Consort n that it was the c118tom 
for the Mini.ter who led in the House of Commons to forward to the 
Que.n liri.f .botracts or outlinee of its prooeecliugs. On the diseussion, 
in 1858, of the bill transferring the goTOrnment of India from the East 
India Company to the Crown, Mr. Disraeli (then ChllDc.llor of the 
Exch.qusr) wrote to her Majestr that such utisfaoto.,. progrees had 
been mad. with it in the Ho .... that it might be regarded as asf .. IIDd ho, 
added: .. It is, the Cha.ueellor of the Exchequer really thinks. a wise and 
..... ll-digested measure, rip. with.the .xporienoe of the last liTO yeare; but 
it is only the ante·ohamber of an imporial palace, and rour Maje.ty would 
do well to deign to consider the atepswhich are noW' Decessaryto influeuce 
the OpiniOIlB and elfect the imaginatiOIlB of the Indian popnlations. Th. 
name of your Majesty ought to be impreeeed upon th.ir native Iif .... 
This remark clearly foreshadows the measure which was introduced. several 
yeare latsr, wh.n the writer became Prim. Minister, to enable the Qu .... 
to assume the title of Emp .... of Hindostan. . That Act was passed, after 
muoh oppo.ition, in 1876; but it afterwards appeared thet in 1869 the 
Duk. of Argyll, as Mini.ter for India in Mr. G\adaton.'. Gov.rnment, 
had .ont to the Amoor of Mghenistan & telogram, in which her Maj •• ty 
was 8trled .. Qu .... of Grsat Britain and Ireland and Empress of India" 
-the latter words having been edded to the draft tel.gram by the duke 
himself. Th. matter was tbe subj.ct of question in both Ho ..... in 
F.brnsry, 1880. 

The Age of J'a.ith.-A m •• ting of the Orlord Di ....... Societr 
for the augmentation of 8IIla!l benefic .. gave ooeasion, in 1864, for on. of 
the most cel.brated of Mr. Disrseli's orations. AddreBBiDg hims.lf to 
eombet the .... ruon thet the &g. of fsith has passed, the spooker S&id: 
(I When I observe what is passing around me, what is taking place in this 
oonotry, and not only in this oountry but on the Contin.nt, in oth.r 
eountri .. and in other hemisph.res, in.tead of believing thst the &ge of 
fsith has passed, I hold tbet the characteristic of tho p .... nt &gO is • 
e .. ving eredulitr. Why, man is a being born to beli .... ; and if you do 
IlOt oom. forward, if no Church com .. forward with its title-deeds of troth, 
BUBtamed by the tradition of ascred agee and by the eonnonon of conot-
1 ... genoratiollB to guide him, he will folllld alta .. IIDd mala in his own 
heart IIDd in his own imagination. But oboe .. e what most be the relations 
of a po".rfnl Church, without di.tinotive oreeds, with • being of that 
nature. Rest assured thet the great principl. of political economy will be 
observed. Where th.re is a gr .. t demand, tbere will be a proportionats 
supply; and commencing, as the newachool may. by !ejecting the principle 
of inspirstion, it will end by .v..,. pri.st being a proph.t; and beginning 
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.. they do by repudi&ting the practioe of mirclee, hefore long .. e ehall he 
JiviDg in a Sitting scene of epiritual phanteemegoria. There ere no teneto 
however extravagant, 110 prac:tices however objectionable, which willllot 
in time develop under luch a state of &!airs; opinions the most ab81U'd, 
aud ceremoniee the moot revolting, are perhape to he followed by the 
incantations of Conidia and the Coryhantian howl. But consider the 
country in which all thie _y take place. Look at the Europe of the 
preoent dey and the Europe of & hundred y .... ago. It is not the eame 
Enrope; ita very form is changed. Whole nations and great nationS which 
then flourished are no longer found. There iB not a politieaJ constitution 
in Europe existing at the present time which then exisied. The leading 
community of the continent of Europe bee changed all ita landmarks, 
altered its boundaries, erased its local names. The whole jurisprudence of 
Europe bee heen subverted; even tbe tenure of land, which of all human 
institutions most aifeeta the oharacter of maD, haa been altered. The 
feudal syetem haa been ahaliehed. Not merely laws have been changed, 
not merely manne .. have been ohanged, but oustoma have heen ohanged. 
And what happened P When the turbulence was over-when the shout 
of· triumph and the wei! of agony were &like stiIled-wben, as it were, 
the waters hed dieappeered,. the _red heighto of Sinai and Calvary 
WAre again revealed, and, amid the wreek of thrones and trlblUl8l.s, of 
~xtinet nationa and abolished laws, mankind, tried by so many sorrows, 
'pnrilied by 80 mueh enlfering, and wise with such unpreeedented expe_ 
rience, bowed, a.gain before the divine truths tha.t Omnipotence. in Hia 
ineif.ble wisdom, hed entrusted to the custody and the promulgation of a 
chosen people." 

.. On the Side of the Angels."-It was in the eame addreaa at 
Odord that Mr. Disree1i made. this declaration, 80 much commented 
npon at the time-not always in a complimentary fal!lhion. He said: U I 
hold that the hilfhest function of science is the interpretation of natura, 
and the interpretation of the higheet nalure is the higheet science. ... What 
is the highest nature P Man is the highest n.ture. .But I must &8y that 
when I compere the interpretations of the highes" nature by the moot 

. advanced, the most fashionable and modish school of modern scien~ 
when I compare that with Bome other teachings with which we are 
fnmiliar-I am not prepaTed to say that the lecture-room is more scientific· 
than tho Chuoh. What is the question which i. now placed helore 
Bociety with a glib assurance which to me is most astounding P That 
qnestion is this-il!l man an ape or an angel P I am on the side of the 
angels. I repudiate with indignation and abhorrence the contrary view, 
"biah il!l, I believe. foreign to the conscience of humODity." 

A l'eonliu l'eople.-The following observations we .. mede in 
the course of a epeech on the Borough Franchise, in May, 186.5: .. I 
doubt very much whether a demOCl'lLcy is a govornment whieh wollid suit 
ibis country i and it iB just as well that the HouBe. wheu coming to & 

vote on this question, should really consider if that bs t1!,g iasue, anrl it 

• Compare with CanniDg, "Subsidenoe of the Delqe," p. 219. 
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is the renl issue. betw..u ·retaining the present Constitution-not tho 
present constituent body, but between the pl'888nt Oonstitution ODd .. 
democraey-it is just .. well for the House to ,....U .. t that the stake is 
not mean; that what is at issue is of some price. You must remember" 
not to use the epithet profanely, that "" are de&!ing really with a 
pecoli"" peeple. There is no eountry at the- present moment that 
exists under the circumstances and under the 8&lD.8' conditioDS as the 
people of this ra&lm. You have, for example, an ancient. powerful, richl:r. 
endowed Ohurch. and perfect religious liberty. You have unbroken order 
end complete freedom. You have landed estates as large as the RoIllllD8. 
eombined with commereial enterprise such 88 Ca.rthage and Vemee 
united ne.er equalled. And you must remember that this peeoli&r 
e.ountry. with these strong contrasts, is not governed by force; it is not 
governed by standing a.rmies; it is governed by a most si.ngula.r series of 

Z
" . onary influences which generation after generation cherishes and 

pres . 'Vas, because it bows that they embalm custom and represent law. 
, with this. what have you done P You have created the greatest 

mpire of modern time. You have amassed a capital of fabulous amount, 
you have devised and sustained a system of credit still more marvellous, 
and. abo .. e all, yon have established and maintained a scheme of labour 
and indust'Y s, vast and complieated thet tbe hisio'Y of the world bas no 
parallel to it. And all these migbty creations are out of all proportion to 
the essential and indigenous e1ementa and reaonrces of the country. If 
you destroy that etete of .. ciety. remember this-England cannot begin 
again." 

Asia.D lII[yat8r7 &Del Batavi8.ll Gra.c$.-During the discussions 
in committes on the Reform Bill in 1867. Mr. Beresford Hopa. opposing 
it, made some remarks 'reflecting upon Mr. Disraeli's conduct of the 
measnre. and declared that he for one, whether he lost his se&t or DOt, 
would vot.e with his whole heart and conscience If against the Asian 
mystery." Mr. Disraeli replied: "I can assure the honourable gentleman 
tbat I listened with great pl8&Sllre to the invectives he delivered against 
me. I admire his style; it is a very grent ornament to discussion, but it 
requires practice. I listen with the greatest eatisfaction to all his 
exhibitions in this Honse (ob, oh !)-and "hen he talks about an Asian 
myst.'Y. I will tell him that tbere ... Bntavisn graces in all that be says 
which charm me." (Mr. Beresford Hope's action while speaking. and his 
Dutch d .... nt, gave a double edge to tllis sarcasm.) 

A COllveraati .. with Mr. Bright.-In a speech at Maucbester 
in July. 1884.. con .. rning the Franchise Bill of that y .... Mr. Brigbt 
related the foUowing as a little bit of private histo'Y: .. In the ye.r 1867. 
just before the bill of Mr. Disraeli .ame into the House-he was then the 
leeder of tbe To'Y party in tbe House of Oommons; be was not in a 
majority, but he W88 Mmister-he met me one evening in the lobby, and 
we bad rather a IODg and an interesting eonTersatioD upon the question of 
lIocform. and .. to what it would be proper or pOBBible for tbe Government 
to do. And I recollect an observation which he made to me. He s&id, I I 
suppose, whatever I do you will oppose it?' I said, I No; not only will 
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I not oppo .. it. if it be pOll8ible to accept it. bnt if any man on our side 
treat.. yon .. yeu ha .... treated DS. I will get np in my plae. aud denounce 
him.' W.II. at that tim. h. told me how moot ...mono ha ..... to puo .. 
bill that would be ..,..ptabl. and ha aocepted by the country: and h. 
IlBid. moreover. that wh.n it ..... paased-m this ha did not foretell 
auetly "hat happened-h. said that, having led the Conoarvative party 
for so DI&Ily y ...... h .......... ary of the position, and of the labour and the 
reaponoibility. and h. felt as if h. should like to retire from the eminent 
position which h. then held. Well, ofter this I oat do .... · and wrote to 
Mr. Disraeli other a long letter or memorandum," the particulars of 
which the epeak.r proceeded to relate . 

.. Bducating his PIIorty."-Whil. Ch .... llor of the Exch.qu.r, Mr. 
Disreeli was entertained at a bauqu.t by the Consenativ •• of Edinburgh. 
October 29th, 1867. when h. went into an elaborate 18Vi .... of the subject 
of Reform. and d.fended the hill which had been paoaed. und.r his 
management. by the Government of Lord Derby. Speaking of the 
interval between 1860 and the period when the ConserT8ti •• measure .... 
introdnced. h. IlBid: .. During that period of .. TeD yeare. with the advice, 
I may eay und.r the inetroctions of my colleaguee. I .xpreeeed the prin. 
ciples upcn which auy m ... ure of parliamentary refcrm oDght to be 
.. tab1iehed. Now. mark this, beca ... th ... are things which you may 
not have heard in any speech which haS been mad. in the city of Edin. 
bUrgh. I had to prep ... the mind of the country. aud to educate-if it 
b. not arrogant to os. eocb a phrase-to educate our party. It is a large 
party. aud reqnireo it.. attention to b. ealled to qu.stions of this kind with 
some preesure. I had to prepare the mind of Parliament and of the 
country on this quootion of Reform. This".. not only with the concur. 
rence of Lord D.rby, but of my coll .. gu ... • 

A British lIIfiDistH'a Di1Iiculties.-In his speech at the Edin. 
burgh bauqu.t. Mr. Disraeli th .. d.picted the earee and ami.ti .. which 
attach to the position of Minister in this country: .. I am the 1 ... 'IIUIa 
who would att.mpt to d.preciate the difficulti .. which a British Minister 
hu to meet, or would attempt to exaggerate the qua1itiee which .... ,. col. 
lesguas p....... Indeed. when I rem.mber the intereat.. of th ... British 
Isles, 80 vast, eo various, and 80 complicated-when I even recall to re .. 
collection the di1rerencea of race, which. however blended, leave a very 
significant charact..nstio-when I rocoll.ct that the great majority of 
the population of the United Kingdom rise .very dar and depend for 
th.ir daily ... ten .... on their daily labour-when I recellect the delicate 
nature of our oredit. more wonderful in my opinion than all our aocumu .. 
Iated capital-when I remember that it is on the common ...... the pru. 
dence. and the courage of a community th .. circnmataneed that dependa 
the fate of unoounted millions in ancient provinces, and that around the
globe there is a circl. of domestic •• ttl.m.nta that watch us for example 
aud inspiration-when I know that not a SDD arises upon a British 
Minister that doea not bring him oare. and ._ innp .... ihla ...m.ty
an unexpected war. a disturbed aud diacontented oolony. a peatilenee, a 
famine, a mutiny. a declining trad., a decaying ... vanU •• a collapes of 
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oredit, perh.ps som. ins .... and fantastio oonspiracy-I d •• I .... I f.el 
ftry often, I wonder ... h .... th .... is the atrength of heart to deal w;th, 
ou.h .01088al circum.tan.... But wh ... I w;thdra ... from the p .... ure of' 
individual interest. ond take a larger and d •• p.r vi .... of humIUI affoire. I 
.... ognise that in thia country, .... h.t.ver mar have bean the tumult ond 
the turmoil of our DOW almost OO1lD.tless generations, there have been three 
m .. ter inlIu ...... that ha .... at all tim .. controlled and .ommanded ou' 
powers &lid passi ..... &lid th.r ora induatrr.lihertr. &lid religion. So long 
.. this ... red combinstion inlIuencee the deStiny of this countr)". it will 
not die; history will recognise its life, not record its decline and fall:' 

Kia Blevaticm to the l'1'emiuahip.-On the resignotion of th .. 
Eorl of Derby.,from foiling health, in F.bruory. 1868. Mr. Disraeli, wh .. 
was Cba.uce1lor of the Exchequer, received a "BulnmODB from the Queen 
to r&COUstruct the Cabinet. The autograph letter from Osborne thus 
calling him to assum. the Premi.rship was carried; br Gen.raI Grer. who 
in 1832 hod def .. ted Mr. Disraali in his eorlr candidotUN for .... t .t. 
High Wrc.mhe. ' , 

Heedleaa Bhetoric.-During • debote on the Irish Church in. 
1868. Mr. Disraeli woe ofte .. taunted w;th argum ... te h. hod used in • 
speech on the state of IrelIUId in 1844. He said. in one of his r.pIies, .. I 
have bean remind.d in tha course of this d.hate of .xpreesious which I 
used liv ..... d-tw ... tr years ago. I could remind other gentlem ... of .x-
preesi .... th.y used on the eam. eubjeet five-&IId.twentr reora ago; but I 
do not mueh eore for that eort of thing. With ref.rence, how.v.r. to> 
that P8888ge which hes b .... quoted from a speeeh mode by m •• I may 
remork that it appeorad to m •• at the tim. I made it, that nobody lietencd 
to it. It seemed to me that I was pouring water upon sand, but it seems 
now that the water eom. from a gold... gobl.t. With regard to th .. 
psesage from that ape .. b. th.re are many remorke which, if I ...... ted to> 
vindicate or d.fend mraelf. I might l.gitimately make. • .,.AlI this 
I might eay; but I do not care to eay it, ond I do not w;.b to eay it. 
hecause in my conoci.nc. the .... tim.nt of that ape&eh woe right. It may 
have bean expreesed w;th tha h.&dl ... rhetoric whieh I aupp .. e is the 
appsnoge of all who sit helow the gangway; but in my historical con
aei.nc. the sentiment of that apc&eh was right." 

An AppeaJ. to the .Jary.-In the d.bate on Mr. G1adeton.·s 
Irish Church reeolutiona. in April, 1868, Mr. Disraeli said, .. The only 
obj .. tion whioh I have to the attacke of tha noble lord (Craubom •• after- , 
words Marquis of Salieburr) is that th.r iuvariably produce an .cbo from 
the other side. When the bark is heard from this side) the right honour .. 
able m.mbor for Calu. (Mr. Low.) em.rgee. I will not .. y from his cav .... 
but perhaps from a more .ynical habitation. H. joins imm.diately in th., 
ohorue of reciprocal mo\iguity-

I And hail.a with horrid melody the moon-' 

The right honourable gentleman was extrem.lyexubBr&llt in his .omment.. 

• The oaTe of A.dulIam~ mKter U Bright,'-
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upon my oharacter and career. I will Dot trouble the HoUBe with a def"""" 
01 that clwact..r and career. I have lived in this House more than thirty 
y.aro, and can trnly .. y that during that time comment. upon mJ 
character and carear have beeD tolerably free and plain. Bnt tha HoUBe 
b&o been the jury 01 my life, and it &!lows me DOW here to eddress it, and 
therefore here is DOt the place in whieh I think it ne ..... ry to vindicate 
m;yeelf." 

The Country Gov ...... ed b:v Bhetoric~1n May, 1871, • motion 
01 Mr. Mi&!l's, that it wae expedient to apply the policy initiated by the 
di.cetabliebment 01 the Irish Church to the other church .. of the kingdom, 
wae def.at..d by 874 to 89. . Mr. DioraeJ.i, in .peeking against it. admitted 
thet the principle was logieel. but .. id: .. Fortunat..ly the country .... Dot 
governed by logic. It .... governed by rhetoric. and Dot by logic. or 
otherwise it woold have beeD erased long ago from the liot of leading 
-communities. No'form·of religion represented mON fully the national 
tleDtiment than tha Estobliohed Church. For hi. own part. he bed alwa;yo 
l>elieved that. organicelly. the Englioh were a religiouo people. We bed 
'Partially educated them. and W8 were now going to eduoate them com
pletely; and when they were ednceted they would Dot lIy to the conveD
ticle; they would appreciate a learned clergy. a relined ritna1, and the 
OODBOlation of the beautiful offi ... of the Church." 

Views of ToZ"Jism.-1n Jnne. 1872. Mr. Disreeli addressed, at the 
<JryBtal Pa1aae, Sydenhem, "the National Union of COUBerVative and 
Conotitutional Associationo." In the CODrBO of hie opsech he laid down 
the following principl .. with regard to the Tory party: .. It was a great 
mistake that those who succeeded statesmen like Mr. Pitt and Lord 
Grenville shoold have eo conducted affairs that they boilt up their policy 
on tha moot CODtracted basis. The Tory party. nul... it ia • national 
party. is DOthing. It is Dot a confederacy 01 nobles, it i. DOt a demo
oratic multitude; it is a party formed from &!l the Dumerouo c1 ..... of 
the rea1m-classes alike and equal before the la .... but wh .... dilferentr 
<louditioJIB and different aims give vigour and variety to our national life. 
• . I have alway. been of opinion that the Tory party ··h.. three 
great objects. The first is to maintain the institntions 01 the country
not from any aeu.timent of political superstition, but because we believe 
that the principl .. npOD which. eommunity like England can .Ione &&fely 
rest-the principl .. 01 liberty. 01 ordor. of law. and re1igion-ought 
not to be intrnsted to individual opinion or to the cap.i .. and passion of 
multitude., but should be embodied in • form of permanence and power. 
We aoeoci.te with the Monarchy the id... which it repr .. en_the 
majesty of law. the administration of JOBtic., the fountain of mercy and 
.,f honour. W. know that the Estates of the Realm. by tha privileges 
they enjoy. are the bost se.urity for public liberty and good goyernment. 
We believe that • Dational profeaeion of faith can ouly be attained by 
mainteining an Established Church; and that 110 society is &&fe nule .. 
there is • public recognition of the Providential government of the world, 
and of the future responsibility of man." . 

.. !rhaDII: Goa. theN is the :&:o'll8e of :r.orcla !"-In an addre .. 
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to a meeting of Lan...,rni,.., COJlS81'Vatives, in tho F.... Trade Hall at 
Manchester. in April, 1872. Mr. Disraeli qnoted this eayiDg. He 
remarked: U There is some advau.tage in politioal experience. I remem
ber the time when there was a similar outcry against the House of Lords, 
but mnch m.,.., intense &!ld powerful; &!ld, gentlemen, it aroea from tbe 
eame canae. A Liberal Government bad been iDstalled in office. witb an 
immenee Liberal majority. They propoeed 80me nolent measnree. The 
Honee of LoMe modified. .. me. delayed otb .... &nd 80me tbey tbHw ont. 
Instantly tbe,.., wae a cry to abolish or to reform tbe Honee of Lorda. IIIld 
the greatest popular orator" thot prohaWy ever .wsted was sent on .. 
pilgrimage over England to excite tbe people in favour of this opiniOIl. 
Wba.t happened P That happened, gentlemen, which may happen ta
morrow. There waa a diseointioo of Parliament. The great Liberal 
majority vanished. The balance of parties was restored. It was dis· 
covered thot tho Honee of Lorda bad behind tbem at lesat half of tho 
English people. We hesrd 110 more crioe for tbeir abolitiOll or tbeir 
reform, 8Ild boiore two yeare more peeeed Eugllllld wae really governed 
by tbe Honee of Lords, IlIlder !.he wiee intIn..... of tb. Dnke of 
Wellingtcm and tbe oommanding eloqnence of Lyndhnret; and anch was 
tho entbusiasm of tb. natiOll in favour of tbe Second Chamber. thot at 
.v.ry pnblio meeting its heeltb wae dru!lk, witb tho additiOllal eentiment, 
for which w. are ind.bted to one of tbe moat distinguished m.mbers thot 
ov.r ,..,presented tho Hone. of CommollS, 'Thank G1ld, thare is tb. 
House of Lords ! ' JJ 

"Sa.aita.a Banita.tum, omnia Sanitas.'!-It was in the Man .. 
chester opeeeh thot Mr. Dieraeli made this remark, in illnetratioo of tb. 
proper domeetie policy of .. Government. In tho conroe of .. very e!fective 
ora.tion, tbe right hOllonrabl. gentl._ (tben leader of tbe Oppooition) 
oa.id: .. In attempting to legislate npoo 8Ocia! mattera. tb. great obj.ct is 
to ha practicaL I tbink public attentiOll ae regarda tbeee matters 
ought to ha COllC8lltreted npOll aanitsry legislatiOll. That is a wid. 
subject, and, if properly treatod, oompriaee almoat ev.ry comde .... 
tion which baa .. jnet claim npon legislative interference. Pure air. 
pure water. tbe iDspectiOll of llIlheeltby habitetiOllS, tho adulteratiOll of 
food, tbeeo &nd _y kindred matters may ha legitimately dealt witb 
by tho Leglldainrs. • • Gentlemen, I C&IlIlot impreae UpOIl yon too 
strongly my cOllvi.tiOll of the importance of tho Legislature and eociety 
1Uliting togetber in favour of tbeoe important reenlts. A great eeholar 
&nd a great wit SOO yeare ago oa.id thot, in hia opinion, tbere wae .. great 
mistake in tha Vulgate (which, as yon all kJIOw, is tbe Latin tranelation 
of tho Holy Scriplnrse). and thot, inetead of eaying 'Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity'-Van-ita. vtm.itatum, omnia vanitae-the wise and witty 
lOng really aaidJ 8anita.s IGnitatum, omn-ia .an-ita,. Gentlemen, it is . 
imp0B8iblo to ov.rrate tha importanc. of tb. anbjoct. After all. tho first 
ooll&ideratiOll of a Minieter ehould b. tbe heeltb of tho peopl.. A land 
"",y b. .overed witb hietori. trophies. witb mneenma of .. ion .. IIIld 

• Daniel O'OoIlllelL 
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galleri .. of art. with universities and with Iibrari .. ; the people ma,. be 
~ivilised and ingenious; the country may be even famous in the &DDals 
and aotion of the world; but, gentlemen, if the popnJation every ten 
years decreases, and the stature of the nee every ten years dimjnishes, 
the history of that country will soon be the history of the past."-A 
fe .. weeks afterwards, in a political b",qu.t at the er,..ta.J Palaee. Mr. 
Disraeli thus defended his remarks against some adverse criticism which 
had followed: .. The viewa which I expreaeed in the great capital of the 
eonnty of Lancaster have been beld up to derision b,. the Liberal Pr .... 
A Tery rising member among the Dew Liberal members denounced them 
th. oth.r dey as the • poliey of .... ag.: Well. it may be the' polic,. of 
sewage' to a Liboral member of Parliament. But to one of the labouring 
multitode of England, who bas found fever a1wa,.. to be one of the 
imnatao of his honachold-who has, yoar after ,. .... aeon stricken down 
the children of hiB loins, on whoae o;rmpathyand material aupport he bas 
looked with hop. and confiden.... it is not a • poliey of .. wage,' but .. 
question of life ",d daath." 

.The "Bzha1lBtei Volc&1loes:n-In his sp .. ch to the Lecaohne 
Conaervativea. in 1872, Mr. Disraoli alae uaed this simile. while criticising 
th. recent oourae of Mr. GJadetone's lIfinistr:y: .. As time edveeed, i. 
was not difficult to perc.ive that extrsvageee was being aubatitoted for 
energy by the Government. The nnnatnraJ stimulua was aubsidiug. 
Their paroxyama .nded in prostration. Some took refage in malaeeholy; 
and thsir ~ent chief alternated b.twaen a menace and a sigh. As I 
eat opposite the Treasury bench, the Ministera reminded m. of one of 
thoae marine landeeapea not very un11811al on the Coast of South Am.ri .... 
You behold .. range of exb&uated volcanoes. Not a lIam. llickera on • 
single pallid croot. But the situation is atill da.ngero... There are ooea
sional earthquak ... and evor and anon the dark rumbling of the ...... 

A Blue of ApolollY.-In the dehate on the Addreaa on the opening 
of the aeasion <>f 1872, Mr. Dioraoli thua referred to numeroua speech .. 
which bed boon mode by Miniaters dnriag the roe .......... period·when the 
1088 of the ehip M.pr&, the A1abam. negotiations, and what .... 'termed 
the I! Collier B68.D.dal/' had been among the prominent topiC's: II A.lthough 
.. considereble interval has .1&paod sine .... all hed the honour of Boeing 
you (the Spe.ker) in your chair. yet the tim •• pp ..... to have passed over no 
80 rapidly as not to have es:ercised that softening influence, or to have drawu 
tha.t comparative oblivion OTer our controversies, which, in myopinion. isse 
highly aaluter,. and b.n.ficial. I attribute this in a gre.t degree to the 
new eyatem edopted by h.r Majesty'. Miuiste .. of vindic.ting thsir cb&
racters ",d th.ir policy during the ....... We ~aIIy have bed no time 
to forget ",;rthiug. H.r Majesty·. Ministers mey be Mid during the ~ 
siJ: montha to have lived in a bl .. e of apology. (Ohoe .. and langhter.) I 
muat proteat againat this new syatem. which do •• not permit no to retom 
to our labours with renovated physical powers and energies. or witk 
"Dr mental qua.liti .. ",d fMulti .. refreabed. as we used to do in the .oltl 
days. I think that for a Mini.terial vindic.tion the .. i. no plac. more fit 
th", the Hoor of thie Honae; and as for Ministerial explanations. th.,. are 
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• of 80 marvellous a nature that .ven h .... th.yare diJlicult alwayo to .pp .... 
hend, but .. they ""'" given in the" re ..... I conf ... I found them 
incomprehensible." 

Defeat of the Gladstone lIII:il1istl'lr on the Irish University 
BilL--on the 11th of MaTCh, 1878. the eecond reading of the Irieh 
University Bill of the GladetAm. Government was befo ... the House of 
Oommona, and Mr. Disraeli mad. a telliDg epeech against it. In one 
passage he said: II If her Majesty's Government have not the confidence 
of the House of Commcms, I want to know what have they the confi· 
dence of P It is a House returned under their auspices. (If No, no.") 
Well, elected under the exciting eloquence of the right honourable 
gentl.man. When I ... member thet campaign of rhetoric. I must say I 
thiDk this House was formally as .... 11 as epirituslly it.. creation. • . 
This is essentially a ma.terial age. The opwons which are noW' afloat, 
which have oftBn been afloat before. and which have died away as I have 
no doubt th ... will die in due time, are opposed. in my opinion, to &II thoee 
eound convictions which the proper etodi of moral and mental philo
eophy h .. long establiehed. Bnt thet ouch a proposition ehould ha mad. 
in the lend of the university which has prodnced Berkel.y and Hutchaean 
makes it still more enrprising. W. live in an age wh.n Y01lllg men prattl. 
about protoplasm, and when young ladiea in gilded aaloona 1UlCOIISci0ue1y 
talk atheism. And this is the moment when a Minister. c&iled 1IpOIl to 
fulfil one of the nobleet duti .. which can fall upon the moot ambitious 
atateeman-nam.ly, the formation of a great university-formally com .. 
forward and propoees the omission from public etody of that. philosophy 
which vindicates the spiritual nature of man!" The speaker went on to 
8I\y that in their recent poliey the Government had mistaken the clamour 
of Nonconformists for the voice of the nation. and he denOUDCed. the 
llinistry in terms resembling those used in his celebrated U Bath letter" a. 
few months later: "You have now,') said he. U had four years of it. You 
have despoiled church... You have threatened .very corporation and 
endowment in the country. You have e:mmined into everybody's &1fairs. 
You have cri..tieised every pr.ofession and vexed every trade. No 0Il8 is 
certain of hie property, and nobody knows what duties he may have to 
perform to.morrow. I believe that the people of this country have had 
enongh of the poliey of confiscation. From what I can .... the House of 
Commons elected to carry out that policy are beginning to experience 
some of the ineODl'eniences of satiety, and, if I am DOt mistaken, they 
will give some intimation to the Government to.night that that is their 
opinion oleo." In the division the Ministers were hasten by 287 to 28% 
and cons.quently tendered their resignations to the Queen. 

"Plnndering .... d Blnndering."~In October. 1873. Mr. Disraeli 
addressed • letter to Lord Grey de Wilton, reepecting an el.ction then 
pending at Bath, and in the course of it said: "For nearly five yea.rs the 
present Ministers h&V8 harassed every tra.de. worried every professioD. 
and assailed or menaced every cla.ss, institution, and species of property 
in the country." It closed by oaring that .. the country has. I think. mad. 
up ita mind to cloee this career of plundering and blundering." The 
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writer had used the l&IDe phr .... many years before, in his political novel 
u Ooningaby,· where he introduces one of his characters thus: II Light 88 

air, and prond as a ycnmg peacock, tripped on his to.. a young Tory, who 
had oonmved to keep his eeat in a parliament where he had done nothing, 
but who thought the UDder Secretaryship was now aaeore, particularly ae 
he was the eon of a noble lord. who had elao, in a public capacity, 
pw...dered and blWldered in the good old time." Mr. G1edatone appeara 
to have parodied this phrase, in a opeech at Greenwich in defence of his 
Go.ernment in January,ISi4- Among other topics alluded to, was the 
.... uaation by Mr. Dieraeli thet Britieh intereato had been neglected in the . 
Straite of MaJacC8. Mr. Gladstone retorted that if any neglect had teken 
piece it was under the foreign administration of Lord Derby, in Mr. 
Disraeli's own C.binet; and he concluded this part of the subject by 
declaring ... I will leave the leader of the Opposition for the present 
jlo....a...ing and founl1.ering in the Straite of Ma1acca." 

Humiliations of .. Weak Govermn8llt.-In giving the House 
.his l'eB80D8 for decliDing the Queen's 811IIUDODB to form an Administration, 
on the 20th of :Mereh, 1873. Mr. Dieraeli made the following remarks: 
n I mow well, and those who are around me know well, what will occur 
when 8 :Ministry tok .. olIice and attempte to carry on the govemment 
with a minority during the _on, with the vie ... of ultimately appcaling 
to the people. We should heve what is oalled 'fair play.' That is to "y, 
no vote of want of confidenoe would be proposed, and chiefly beoanas it 
would be of no nse. There would be no wholoaala censure, but retoil 
humiliation. A right houourable gentleman will come down hare, he will 
arrange his thumb·sorews and other instrumente of torture on this tobie, 
we ahall never ask for a vote without a leature, we shall never perform 
tho most ordinary rontine olIio. of government without there being annexed 
to it some pedantic and ignominious condition. ("No, no," and cheers.) 
I wish to .. p .... nothing but what I know from painful peraonal experi. 
once. No expreseion of tho kind I have just encountered could divest 
m. of the painful m.mory; I wish it could. I wish it was Dot my duty 
to tok. this .... w of tho case. In 8 c.rtain tim ..... should enter-into the 
paradiso of abetraot resolutioDB. One day honourable gentlemen oannot 
withstsnd tho golden opportunity of asking tho Honao to aftirm that the 
income tax should DO longer form one of tho features of our Wa,.. and 
140&08. Of courae a proposition of that kind would be ""outed by tho 
right honourabl. gentl.man (Mr. Gladston.) and all his colleagues; but 
then they might diu. out that day (langhter), and the resolution might 
be carried, as resolutione of t·hat kind have been. Then anoth.r gentl •• 
lII&II, distinguished for hi. knowledge of men and things. would move 
that the Diplomatio Sorvl •• b. abolished. While honourable gentlemen 
opposite w.ro laughing in their aloev .. at tho moTOr, they would vote for 
tho motion in order to put tho Government into a minority. For this 
......... 'Why should men,' they would "y, • govern tho oountry who 
are in a minority P' totslly forgetting that .... ao~ed to olIi .. in the 
opirit of tho Constitution, quite ohlivioDB of tho fountain and origin of 
the poaition w. o.cupi.d. And it would go very hard if on some oultry 
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afternoon some member should Dot (rush in where angela feM to tnad,' 
and suocessfully assimilate the borough and the county franchise. (Loud 
c.eers.) And so things would go on until the bitter end-until at I •• t 
even the Appropriation Bill is paased, Parlisment is dissolved, and we 
appeal to th... millions who perhape six monthe Wo", might have 
looked upon us as the vindicators of intolerable grievances, but who now 
receive us as a defeated, diserodited, and degraded Ministry, wh ... oervi ... 
can be neither of value to the Crown nor of credit to the nati .... " 

A Passing AIlusiOD.-Mr. DiaraeIi'. faculty of bringing in an 
unexpected humorou ill_tion waa perhape never better dieplayed 
tIwi in a epeeoh to the Conaervativee of Gleegow (November, 1878). In 
allusion to the Abyas:iDian. war he said: CI I should myself, from my own 
individual experience, be most careful DOt to follow the example whi("h 
one of the most ciistinguished members of the preeent Administretion, 
pOl'8l1ed with respect to us, when we had to encounter the Abyssinian 
difficulty. When I introduced the necessity of interference, in order to 
escape from difficulties which we had inherited and not made, Mr. LO'W'8 

roee in Parliement and violently attacked the Government of the day for 
the absurdity, the folly, the extreme imprudence of attempting any inter· 
ference in the affairs of Abyssinia. . . He described the horrors of ·tlle 
country and the terrors of the clime. He said there "as no possibility by 
which any sueceee collld be obtained, and the people of Eugland mmt 
propers themselve. for the most horrible catastropha. He deeeribed not 
ouly the fat&l inJIuence of the climate, but I ",member be deecribed one 
pink fiy alone which he oaid wollld eat up the whole British Army. Ho 
was as vituperative of the insects of Ab,..inia aa if they bad been Britisl, 
workmen." 

Dezterit7 in .. D:i1Iicnlt7.-In his speech un the .. cond reading of 
the Peace Prceervation (lnIland) Bill in 1875, Mr. Disraeli wae for & time 
disconcerted by ODe of the Irish members interposing, in the loudest 
tones, ejaculations of UNo" and It Hear, hear:' At the OUt68t the Prime 
Minister had rema.rked of the bill. II This is a me&81ll'9 of necessity. framed < 

in a spirit of conciliation;" • atatement which W88 followed by a stentorian 
"No! t, from his adversary. II H that," said Mr. Disraeli. II is to be taken 
as & reply, I must obeerve that, aceording to the rlIl .. of the Honee, tho 
honourable gentleman is precluded from teking any further part in this 
debate." This rejoinder. however, excited his opponent the more. and he 
followed his first interruption by a series of ironical cheers. which SCArcely 
&llowed the speaker to proceed. The House seemed 80mewhat amused at 
the incident (which occurred after the dinner hour), and Mr. Disrncli for 
a time failed to regain its ordinary attention; but he preeently croated • 
diversion whieh temporarily restored his 1lS1l&1. eomm.a.nd over his audiencC'. 
Replying to & lengthy speech from Mr. Butt on the other sid., h. 
remarked: If The honourable gentleman has quoted a passage from a 
speech of mine [at the Guildhall] not made in this House, which at tho 
time attracted Borne public notice. I said then, 88 I say now. tlmt the 
working .Ias ... of Eugland inherit poplllar &Ild persona.l privileges whieh 
the nobility of other nations do not. That is my opinion. which I an\ 

z 
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p .... pared to stand by. Well,. stoIy got out .that in conseque_ of 1IIring 
th ... words a ... p ...... ntation w .. made to her Majesty's Government, and 
that I made an apology to the Minister [PriDes Bismarck 1 who believed he 
W&9 alluded to. Now, I never would beve gone out of my;way to e"Plain, 
but as the honourable gentleman the other night talked of ber Majesty's 
Government truckling to Prines Bismarck, I think, after the quotation of 
this _ that the Honse will allow me to make one other remark. 
There is not the slightest truth of any k:nd in the statement that has been 
made, that 8Uy allusio~ or remOllStrance, direct or indirect, public or private, 
by male or by female-(laughter)-was ever made to me orto any member 
of her Majesty'a Government upon that statement. When the erroneons 
charge was made that I had alluded to the conduct of Prines Bismarck, 
of whom I thought as much at the time .. I am now thinking of lWry 
O"More, I thought it was idle to answer the remarks in the newspapers." 
After this, the speaker was again interrupted as before; but he completely 
.. oovered possession of the Honse by introducing an apparently trivial 
anecdote. "I am BUl"prised," he said, lito find county members for 
Ireland risiug up in their plaeaa, and doubting the ensten .. of the Ribbon 
conspiracy. I "'y, Sir, that aueb incredulity is simply astounding. I 
remember there was once & member of Parliament, ODe of the greatest 
ornaments of this House, who sat upon this bench, and who lilled the 
. office which I now 80 unworthily occupy. That member was Mr. Canning. 
and at the time, besides the discovery of • new world, dry champagne ... as 
invented. Mr. Oanning, hearing everyone talk of the new wiDe, wished 
to taste it. Mr. Elli.e got up • little party in order to gratify Mr. 
Oanning's desire, and the dry ebampagne wes introduced; and Mr. 
Oanning, after drinking his win. and thinking for a moment, said, 'Th. 
man who .. yo that h. lik .. dry champagn. will eay anything.' I don't 
want to enter into any rude contro.eroy with any of my friends who 
doubt tho ensten.e of Ribbonism in Ireland, but I will 8&y that a man 
who doubts tho omten .. of Ribbonism is tho man who ought to drink 
dry ohampagDO.· -, 

Last .&.ppearaDce iD the Commons.-The announcement of Mr. 
Diaraeli'. elevation to tho House of Lords as Earl of Beaconsfield was 
mad. on the 12th of Augnet, 1876. and took tho .ountry by aurpriae. On 
the previous evening he had addressed the CommoD.8 for the last time, 
Dona of his hearers suspecting on the occasion that one who had taken 
sueb a .onspiouous and important part in its alfaira during a long period, 
W8& now about to quit that atirring arena for the mo .... aadste and quiet 
oconea of the Upper House. Th. subjeot before tho HoU8& of Oommons 
on the evening waa: the state of affairs in the East, and among the last 
remarks m8d.e by the Prime Minister were the following: U What OUl' 

duty ia at this eritieal moment is to maintain ths Empire of England . 
. Nor will we ever agree to any step. though it may obtain for a moment 
eomperative quiet and falae prosperity, that hazards the exiatence of 
that Empire." 

The Future of Greece.-In tho ooursa of hi. speeeh to the House 
o! Lords after his return from Berlin lJuly 18, 1878), Lord Boaeonalield 
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.,bserved: .. I think, under ell the circumsta.n .... it will be a.knowledged 
that Greece has not been neglected. Greece is a country eo interesting, 
that it enliate the sympathiee of ell educated men. Greece bas a fature; 
..... d I would 6&Y, if I might be permitted, to Greece, wbat I would O&y to 
.an individual who bas & future-Learn to be patient." 

.. Peace lot h7 Price."-Iu hie speech in the House of Lords on 
the Afghan war, Dec. 10, 1878, Lord Beaconsfield made the following 
'remarks respecting an amendment moved. by Lord Halifax in opposition 
to the policy of the Government: .. What I .. e in the amendment ia not 
:an MSertiOJl> 01 great principles, which no man honours more than myself. 
What is at the bottom of it is rather that principle, of peace at any price, 
;which a certain party in this countcy upholds. It is that dongerous 
-dogma whieh I believe animates the ranks before me at this moment, 
",Ithough many of them may be uncouscions of it. That deleterious 
-doctrine haunts the people of thia countcy in every form. Sometimes it 
]s a committee; sometimes it is a letter; sometimes it is an amendment 
etc the Addrees; 80metimsa it ia & proposition to stop the supplies. That 
doctrine bas done more mischief than Imy I can well recell that have been 
.a1ioat in this cent...,. It has occasioned more wars than the most 'ruth· 
I.... conquerors. It bas clieturhed, and nearly destroyed, that political 
.. quilibrium so n.......,. to the liberties of nations and the welfare of tho 
'World. It bas dimmed occasiona.\ly for & moment e",n the majesty of 
:England. And, my lords, to.night you have an opportunity, which I 
-trust you will not lose, of branding th... opinions, the.. deleterious 
-dogmas, with the reprobation of the Peers of England." The amend. 
ment was defeated by 201 to 65.-Iu connection with the use of this 
phrase, an interesting fact was mentioned by Sir Charles Dilke, in 
.addressing hie constitoents at Cheleea in Febrnery, 1882. He eaid: 
... , For expressing an opinion favourable to Oontinental disarma.ment, he 
· .... ould perhaps be styled by the Conservatives & partisan of • peace at any 
price.' He would, however, comfort himself with the recollection tha.t, 
'so far as he knew, that phrase was :first used in a memorandnm by F. Von 
Gentz, written in 1815, in which the words were contemptuously applied 
to the opinions of Lord Castlereagh and the great Duke of WeIIingtou, a 
lew months before Waterloo! " 

B .... ter.-Iu the debate in the House of Lords on the poliey of the 
'Government respeeting Afghaniata.n, ,Dec. 10, 1878, the Earl of Beacons· 
"field replied 88 follows to Lord Derby, who, earlier in the year, Mel 
· reaignedhie position as Foreign Secretory, when the Ministry contemplated 
measores of which he did not approve: II The noble earl who spoke last 
night from the crose bencbas made a most ingenious speech, marked by ell 

· his characteristics. I never W88 more pleased. I listened for & long time to 
. what seemed a complete vindication of the Government, and. remembering 
it came from an old comrade in arms with whom I had worked for a 

.quarter of a century with entire concert, who h.&d left me unfortunately 
· from circumstances Ol'er which he had no control-(& langh)-I thought 
· he was making the amende by tsking an early opportunity of vindicating 
.the policy of the Government. But before sitting down, ell that romantic 

&2 
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lIutter of the heart which 1 had experienced entirely ceasad, when I 'ound 
that, notwithstandiDg his approbation of the Government policy, he was 
going to vote for the amendment. What surpriaed me more thun &lly
thiDg .... the reason he gave for it, &lld that was haesuse we did not go to 
war with R1I85ia. The no~1e lord said, 'If yon acted logically &lld 
properly you onght to have gone to war with Ruasia, &lid therefore I 
must vote for the amendment.''' (Much laughter.) 

A Vsefal Piece of 1'1IrDiture.-On one occasion in the House 
of Commoll8 (while defendiDg the Reform Bill of the Derb".Dis ... li 
Ministry in 1867, on the second reading), Mr. Dis ... li caused much 
amusament by a remark which he thus introduced, .. The right honour
able gentleme (Mr. Gladstone) said last night, in a very solemn tone, 
that if this were a motion for the third reading of the bill, we should all 
agree that it would be impossible to pass it. As if that were not the fate 
of .... ry bill ! As if you we .. , OIl the second reading of &IIy bill, to treat 
it as though it then stood for a third reading; and as if any Reform Bill, 
of all hills in the world, could be proposed to be read the second time, &lld 
&llyone could expect it to pass the second reading, in the _t shape in 
which it was then presented to the ~ House! Sir, tbat is not a fair 
criticism. And then the right honourable gentleman gets up &lId 
addressee me in a tone which, I must say, is very UDUSUal in this House, 
Not that I at all care for the heat he displays, although rosily his manner 
is sometimes 80 Tery excited and 80 al&l'Dliug. that one might almost feel 
th&llkful that gentlemen in this House, who sit on opposite sid .. of this 
table, are divided by a good broad piece of furniture." 

.An Afte"..DimI .... Bketoh of 1IItr. Gladstone.'-On the return of 
Lords Beaeoosneld &lid Salisbury from Berlin. in 1878, a dinner in their 
honour was given at KnightsbridRe by members of the OOllBOrvativeparty, 
more than 500 being present. In the couree of his speech on this occasion, 
Lord Beaconsfield thus referred to some criticisms by Mr. Gladstone, .. I 
was .. tonished to learn thet the Convention of COllSt&ntinople has been 
doscribed as • an inaaue cOBveution/ That is a strong epithet. but I do 
not pretend to be .. competent a judge of insanity as tho right honourable 
gentleme who used it. I will not say to the right honourable gentleman 

• wha.t I had occasion to say in the House of Lords this year, Ncwigd 
Anticyram; but I would put this issue to an intelligent English jury
Which do you believe most likely to enter into an insane convention, a 
hody of English gentlemen, honoured by the favour of their Sovereign 
and the confidence of their fellow subjects, managing your affairs for fint 
years, I hope with prudence and not altogether without success, or a 
sophistical rl1etoriciau. inebriated with the exuberance of his own verbosity. 
and gifted with an egotistical imagination. that can at all times command 
an interminable auel incoosistent series or arguments to malign his 
opponents and to glorify himself P .. • . 

:Lord 1III:a.yor'. Da.y Bpeechea.-The Earl .. of Beaco1l86eld made 
more use than some of his predeceasol'S of the oppor.tuuity afforded during 
the rec ... by the Guildhall hunquets, to communicate the mind of the 
Government on pubU" aiIu1'8. He remarked on one of these occasions: 
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•• I ha.., oft.m obeened that the month of October is very rife with high 
:SeCrets of State. In the month of November they are not" 80 numerous. 
I ascribe that result to the beoeficial iDlIuence, in some degree, of Lord 
Mayor'. Day. On Lord Mayor'. Day there is a cbeoce of heoring the 
'Voice of 8eDSe and truth." On his first appearance as Prime Minister a.t 
the Guildhall (in 1868) the Lord Mayor was Alderman J. C. Lawrence, 
"ho, &8 member for & metropolitan oonotitueuey, had identified him&elf 
with the Liberal party. Mr. Dieraeli creatod much laughter, in the 
conroe of hie reply to the toast of .. Her Majesty'. Ministers," by coupling 
hi. complimeutary remarks to the Lord Mayor .with a hint that he did not 
desire the aldennau.'s retum to the House in the general election then 
imponding. He O&id, "You have shown, my lord, by your conduct of 
the busmess of this evening, how competent you are for the great office 
which you fill; and I am oure that you will give me credit for hoarty 
..mcerity when I &tIIIUre you it is my oarueet wish that, during the next 
year, you will be able to devote to this great corporation, of which you are 
the head, y ..... "ndioided attentiotI." A saying of Lord B...,onsfield at 
the Guildhall t.m years later, after the Treaty of Berlin had been signed 
in the summer, is well remembered. He remarked: cc I will give credit to 
the signatori .. of that treaty for an honourable folfiIment of their eugag ... 
mento. I admit that the.. are paragraphs in the ne ... pape.. of a. 
dilferont import; I admit that there is gossip, which may not e..,n be· 
authentic, reported of the subalterns of dilferent State. who may have 
expressed a dilfenmt opinion. But the government of the world is 
ea.rried on by BOvereigns and statesmen, not by anonymous po.r&gl·aphista, 
-or the hare-brained chatter of irreapoDsibl(t frivolity." 

"Imperium et Libertas."-The Earl of Beaoonsfield nsed this 
phrMs in replying for the Ministry at the Guildhall banquet in 1879. He 
·O&id, • When one of the greatest of the Romans was asked what hi. poliey 
was, he replied, I Imperium et llbertas.' That is a shori programme, but 
it would not diagraee a British Ministry, and it i. one on which the 
.,Dating Ministry will always aet."-The phraoe, although not foUnd to 
the letter. has been traced to a p&88&ge in Oicero's fourth Philippic, as 
well 88 to one in the ,. Agricola JJ of Tacitus, and other sources. 

The lIII:ountains of Ba.sselas.-The following is & .elebrated 
·example of Lord Beaconsfield'. oceasionai tendency to high.f1own lao. 
gnage. In proposing & vote of thanks to the forees engaged in the 
Abyasinian expedition (July 2, 1868); the speaker thus introduced the 
tmbjeet: U The cODlIll&llder of this expedition had to commence his· 
.operations by forming hie baoe on a desolate ahore, and by creating a 
rood to the laod he tnveded through & wall of mountains. Availing 
himself for this purpose of the beds of exhausted torrent .. he grednslly 
>eaehed & lofty table.land-wild, and for the most part hsrren-frequently 
intersected with mountain ranges of great elevation, occasionolly breaking 
into nvmes and gorges that were apparently unfathoDlable. Yet over 
this country, for more tha.n three hundred miles, the commander-in-chiel 
guided and Bwli.ained a. numerous host, C'.omposed of Ulany thousand., of 
Jlghting men, as many eamp followers, and vast earaT&U8 of &nimaJa, 
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be.nng supplie., more nUmerous tha.n both. Over this land be gnidcd 
ca.alry and infantry, and-wbet is perbepe the moat remarkable part of 
the expedition-he led the elephante of Aeis, bearing the artillery of. 
Europe. over Afri •• n p ..... which might ha.e etartled the trapper and 
appalled the hnnter of the Alpe. When be arrived at the base of this 
critical rendezvo1ls. he encountered DO inglorious loe j and if the manly 
qnaliti.. of the Abyesinisus eank before the ......,.... of onr warlike
.science, our troops, even after that eombat. had to Bcale a mOllDtain 
fortrees, of wbi.h the intrinsic strength was such thet it ma,. be fairl,. 
eaid. it would Pave been impregusble to the whole world bed it been 
defended b,. the man by whom it .. &8 88II&iled. But all th ... obetael .. 
and all th ... difli.ulti .. and dangers were overeame b,. Sir Robert Napier, 
and that came to pasa which ten years ago not one of us could have
imagined even in his dreama. and which muet, nnde. all cirenmeten ..... 
be an event of peculiar intereet to an Englishma.n-tbe etandard of St. 
George was hoisted OD the mountains of Rasselas. tI 

.. Home Bule."-In the debate on the Addreee in the Honee of" 
Lorda, at the opening of Parliament in Febrnarr, 1880, Lord Beacons
field made the following declaration on this subject, .,It is very 888,. to 
talk of the Honse of Commone and of Parliament generall,. being over.· 
laden with bneineee-to a great degree with Irish busine8&-&nd tbet it 

. would be very deeirable that a great portion of Irish busine ... hould be 
treusaeted in Ireland. Well, I should lika to know wbet thie busineae is 
that is to be t .. nSBcted in Ireland. It is eo ....,. to raisB thie question;. 
but the .. is no busine .. which refers to Ireland which would not equall,. 
be an excuse in Englaud. Wh,. should not the people of Yo.k treueeot.. 
their busine .. in York P SO ,.OU would go on nntil,.ou had no Parliament 
at all. We should find the noble lord (Granville) in a short time coming 
to thie point. Well, what is the reeultP The next thing is, ,.OU are to· 
bave a Parliament in St. Stephen's Green. The noble ... 1 must know 
very well that the party called the Home Rule pert,.-that is, the Repeal 
of the Union party-bave behind their polic,. an Irish Parliament. The 
noble lord will allow me, as he has quoted. a colleague of mine, to quote a 
colleague of hie; one who, although be displa,.ed great srmpathy with the 
new sehool, and although he W&8 not prepered to be a member of the 
Parliament in St. Stepben's Green-not ,.et prepared-still he did not, . 
ears how many friends he had who eat upon those bench... I wish to 8&,., 
whatever ma,. be tbe result of the election, I do' truet that Englaad 
will understand what is the issue at the present moment on this subject •. 
I wish the COlwt.,- to nnderstend that it m88D8 nothing elae but the 
di~memberment of the United Kingdom. I do Dot care where a man. 
sits in this'House, whether opposite me or·OD. my own side:-those who
f&Y'Our such a policy are false to their Sovereign and to their countryp 
and ~'ill live, I feel confident, BOOD to regret the respoD8ihilit,. which b,. 
their conduct they are incurring!' . 

The .. COllquered Baoe"'-In the course of a debete in 1874, on .. 
motion in farou. of Home Rule brought forward b,. Mr. Butt, Mr. 
Disraeli (then Prime Miniater) made BOme very bepp,. allusions to th& 
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argumant som.tim .. advanced, that the Irish peopl., without Home Rul., 
were a conquered race. He said: If There is to me nothing more extra· 
ordinar,- than the determination of the Irish peopl. to procIaim to the 
world thet they are a subjugated peopl.. I have beau a1 .... ys surprieed 
that a peopl. gifted with eo mush genius, 80 much eentim.nt, such 
winning qnalitiee, should be-I am sure th.y will pardon my oaying it; 
my remark ie an abetract, not a p.rsonal one-<!hould b. eo defici.nt in 
.. )f.reapeet. I deny that the Irish people are conquered: th.yare proud 
of it-I deny that they have any ground for that prid.. England baa 
been subjugeted qnite .. mnch, bnt n.ver boaated of it. The N ormana 
conqu.red Ireland, but it ..... after th.y had conqu.red England. 
Cromwell conquered Ireland, but it was after he had conquered England!' 
These remarks were received with much applause from all sides of the 
House. The speaker went on to condemn the motion, declaring, Ie If we 
88Ilmon thie poliey, if w. do not clean .. the Parliamentary boeom of thie 
periloue stnJf, .... shall bring abont the dieintegrstion of the kingdom and 
the d .. truction of the empire." Th. motion was rej.cted by 458 to 61. 

The Keya of India.-In the d.bate in the Hous. of Lords on tho 
subject of the retention of Candshar (March ~ 1881), a motion in favour 
of which waa carri.d by 165 to 76, Lord Beaconsfi.ld said: .. I myaelf 
b~lieve that, even if we abandon Candahar, we shall still be able to retain 
our Indien Empire. There are several important plac .. which are caIl.d 
the keys of India. There is Berat and M.erv; . . . there is Ghumi; 
th .... ie BaIkh; th.re ie Candehar-th.y are aU said to be tha k.ys of 
India. My opinion ie that th ... are no keys of India, though th.y a .. 
places in which I should regret to .ee any great military Pow.r. I should 
Bee it with regre~ and with 80me degree of appreheDSion; but if 8 great 
military Power w.re th.re, I trust .... might still be able to maintain our 
Indien Empire. But, my lords, the key of Indio ie not H ... t or 
Candshar; the k.y of Indio ie London-{Ioud .hee .. l-in the majesty 
of sovereignty. in the spirit and vigour of your Parliament, in the inax .. 
haumble resources of a free, an ingenious. and a determined people. 
Th ... are the k.ys of India. But a wies statesman would be chary of 
appealing too frequ.ntly to these, and of drawing npon what I may call 
the arterial BOurces of a nation's power. He would use l'electioD, and seek 
to 81l8tain the empire by prompt recot11'8e to local re8Ourcei' which would 
meet his needs. You have always acted on that system in tbis country 
for the last hundeed years. You haYe skilfoUy appropriated many strong 
places in the world i you ha.ve erected and retained fortifications. and, 
when you have had to deal with a foe, by the valour of your soldiers and 
by tha ssgacity and skill of your .ngin .... you have g.neraUy managed 
to obtain a precise and scientific frontier.- I hope, my lords, we shall 
pt11'8U8 the same poliey." 

On the De&th of the Prino8Ba Alice.-Lord B .... onsfi.ld'. 
speech in the Ho ... of Lords, in moring an Addrese of condol.nce on 

• Thil term had been origina.Uy used h7 Lord Beaconsfield a.t the Guildha.ll 
banquet, .Nov. 9, 1878. 
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t·he death of the Prin .... Ali .. (Dec. 17, 1878), hBB been coneidered one 
of the beet elforts of his high oratorical powe... It is I1lflicientlT brief 
to be included amcmg thcee eumples of Parliaments", gemus. He said: 
.. The subjsot to which I have to refer is one 011 which the .. will be 
ullIWimit;r; but, alae I it is the 1lIlADimit;r of sorrow. A prin..... who 
loved us thongh she left us, and who a.!wa;ra revisited har fatherland with 
delight-oue of those women the brightn ... of WhOBO being adome societ;y 
Bud inspires the circle in which she nve~has been removed from this 
world, to the engniah of ber familT. her friende, 8I1d her subjeota. The 
Prin .... Alice-for I will ventnre to oaJl her bT thet DAlDe, though she 
'Wore a erown-afforded OIlB of the most striking iDat&u.ces that I C&D. 

remember of richnOBB of culture 8I1d rare intelligen .. combined with tha 
most pure and r.fin.d domestic .. ntimenls. You, m;y lorde, who knew 
h.r life w.ll, can reoaJl th ... agonisiug hours whell she atlsnded the d;ying 

. bed of her illustrious father, who had directed her studies and formed her 
t&st&s. Yon 0811 reoall, too, the moment at which she attellded her ro;ya.! 
brother. at a time who the hopce of England .. emed to d.pelld on his 
lite; and DOW you oaD remember too well how. when the whole of her 
famil;y were strick.u b;y a maligDJlllt diaeaBB, she had be&Il to tham the 
augel in the house; but at last, h.r own vita.! power perhepe uhausted, 
.he has h.rself fall.n. MTIorde, there is something wonderfull;y piteous 
in the immediate cause of h.r death. The ph;ysiciaus who permitted her 

. to watch over the suffering family enjoined her under DO circumstances 
"hatev.r to be tempted into an .mbr.... Her admirable eelf.coDBlrainl 
guarded her through the erieis of this terrible complaint in astet;r. She 
rem.mbored 8I1d obaerved the injunctions of her physicians. Bnt it 
beeame her lot to break to her BOD_nite a ;youth-the death of his 
youngest sister, to whom he was devotedl;y att&ched. Tho boy was eo 
ov.rcome with misery that the agitsted mother. to c011801e him, clasped 
him in her &rmo-&I1d thua received the kiss of death. M;y lords, I hardl;y 
Imow an incid.nt more pathetio. It is one bT·which poet~ might he 
inspired. and which the artist in every class, wheth8lr in picture, in statue, 
or in gem. might find a fitting subj.ct of comm_oration. My lords, we 
will not dw.ll at this moment on the sufferings of the husband whom she 
has left behind, and of the ohildren who we .. eo d.voted to her; but our 
immediate duty is to ojfer our condolence to one whoae happine8a and 
who.. sorrow alwa;ye exoite and oommand the IoTa.!ty and alfeotionate 
respect of this House. Upon her Majeat;y a great grief hBB fall.n, which 
none but the Qneen can so completel;y and 80utelT feel. Seventeen 
Teare age her Majesty experienoed tho crushing sorrow of her life, 
and then she was particularly 8U8t&ined bT the denghtar whom she 
h.. now loat, who asaisted her by her labours, and aided her bT her 
presence and c01lJl8el. Her Majesty now fee18 that the cup of sorrow 
w .. not tho exhanated. No 1anguage can expreea the oousolation 
'We wish to extend to our Sovereign in her IOl'l'Ow-aueh I1lffering is 
too fresh to allow of oolaoe: but, however exalted, there are nODO but 
mnat be IUBtain.d bT the coneoioUID." thot theT poeasBB the Iympetb,y of 
a nation." 
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.a. Tribute from ....Oppoa.ent.-In the H01lB8 of Lords in 
Febroar,-, 1877, in & discussion on the Eastem Question, the Duke of 
Argyll-on. of the moot nncompromising of Lord B .... onsfi.ld'. politiee1 
opponenta-mad. the following complimentary relD&l'b, • My lords, 
before I sit down I trust thai; the noble earl opposite will all.". me fA> 
mob & personal appee1 to him. H. is at· the head of one of the most 
powerful Govommente which this conntTy has ever seeD, he enjoys the 
ronfideD'" aDd affeetioo of his party, and he has their .ntiro and d.voted 
allegianee in • mumer and to an extent which few ministers have ever 
enjoyed. My lords, at on. tim. in the eomoe of this ysar the noble earl 
gave public intimatiOD-<>thenriao I should not f •• l myaelf at liberty to 
noli .. it-that it ..... his d .. ire, &t DO distant day, to retiro from the 
fatigues and cares of his great om... That, my lords, was an intimation 
-which could not but aronae tha sympathy and intereat of all who Imo ... 
nim. In the generous _teste of ODr public life we have 110 private 
grudges and no personal enmities. The noble .... 1 enjoys the affection of 
many around ~ the yonng men whom he has encouraged on their 
""taring into public life, and the old men whom he has led against all 
nope to vietery and su...... But, my lorde, the noble eaT! will not retiro, 
if .ver b. does retire, with any better wish from any man than the wish 
to whi<h I now give ntto"",eo, and it is thia-that when h. loob back to 
this Government, of which he ia the distingoished head, h. will be able 
to say that b. has wielded the great power of Eugland for the purpoee, 
and with the elfeet of proeuring 80m. measure of tolerable liberty for the 
Christian enhj.<ls of Turk.y, and that, in procuring that measure of 
tolerabl. liberty, he has eecnred it on sucb .onditiona as will goarantee 
them for tho fnlore against the odi01l8 harhariam of the Turko, and 
against the enashing anroera.ey of the Russian Czal'8 i for neither do we 
wish to ... them govem the Chriatian paople of Turby." 

BetrospectioD. - Lord Ronald Gower, in his ., Reminiscences," 
relates 80me obaervetiona mad. by Lord Beaconsfield in the last year of 
his lif., to his guest while on a visit at Hugbend.n, .. That .vening 
Lord Beaconsfield " .. in great ta1k.. 'I am,' he said, 'th. 1IlIlnckiest of 
mort&ls; six bad harvests in succession, ODe worse than the former-this 
has bonn the ea1lB8 of my overthrow. Lik. Napol.on, I have been beaten 
by tb. el.ments. Bismarck and I ... e .. perfectly lI'accord. Had the 
late Govemment lasted, we would have kept th. democrats of Europe ill 
eheek; but now all is over!' B~k he much admires, and personally 
likes. I He is one of the few men,' said Lord lSeacODSfield. I that at my 
age I have bonn shle to feel .....J attachment for; but all that ia new ov.r, 
and, w ... he to com. to England, I should not ask to ... him; tb ... i. no 
Bncb thing .. sympathy or eentimaut between .tateomen. I hav. fII.iIed, 
and he would Dot care DOW to sea me, nor I him: he added, rather 
bitterly." 

Bucltingbpmeh;re l'Z'emiea.-The following is anoth.r of Lord 
:Ronald Go".r'. recolla.tiona af con ..... tion with the .tatesman in his 
'l'etirement at Hnghenden: If The next morning was a very wet one, and 
ater breakfast ... marched np and down tha BlDoking.room together, 
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inotead of going out of doors. This is • long passage.like room on the 
'first Boor, hung round with prints of Premiers and 80me of Lord 
Beaconsfield'. political friends. Lord George Beutinck occupies the 
place of honour above the fireplace. 'Look,' aaid Lord Beacouafield, 88 

he etopped suddenly in his walk before a row of prints that hung over 
the writing table in that long,low.ceilinged room; 'Look at those fiv .. 
engravinge; they are interesting. The .. have only been thirty Prim .. 
Ministers of England; and, of those thirty, five ""ere Buckinghamshire 
men. That man in powdered hair is Grenville (fatber of Lord Grenville). 
who lost us the ColoDiea. That is the first Lord Shelburne; that, the; 
Duke of Port\enct; the .. is Lord Grenville, and there,' pointing to the 
print of Grant'. portrait of himself, 'is your humble servant.' I left 
Hughenden at Doon; i~ rained in torrents, and my kind hoat insisted on 
having out his brougham to take me to Wycombe station. As we stood 
in the porch, amidst marble va .. s and busta, fem and fiowers, tha post 
arrived, and with it the fimBl. which contained Mr. Gladstone's letter 
thanking the public for their sympathy for him during his illn .... 
'Did yon ever he .. anything like that P It reminds one of the Papa 
bleaeing all the world from the balcony of St. Petsr's,' aaid my host. 
and then we parted." 

l'rooCo of Determin.tioD.-E .. l Granville aaid, in the eourse of a 
:spe.ch in the House of Lorde, in moving an addrese to the CroWD on th .. 
subject of a memorial to Lord Beac0na6eld (May 9, 1881): "My lorde, I 
myself, aeeietsd by eome of those eoeial advantages which Lord Beacons· 
field W88 without. came into the House of Oommons at a very early age,. 
and eome six monthe before Mr. Disracli took hie ... t in that .... mbly. 
I had thus the opportunity of hearing that ep.och famono for ito failure,. 
although I am eonvinc.d that, if that speech had been made in & Honae at 
Commons which knew him better, it ""auld haTe been received with cheers. 
and sympath.tic, inetead of derisive, Iaught ........ ep •• ch which, owing to 
the feeling 01 his audience, he was obliged to conolude' with a sentent& 
eom.what resembling an .jaculation of Mr. Sh.ridan, t which ehow.d th .. 
unconquerable confidence which strong men have in their own power .. 
My lorde, the laot tim. that Lord Beaconafi.ld epoke in this House .. , 
epooch of an argumentotive character W88 a f ..... w.eke ago.l I think it, 
wae about ten o'clock, on the aecond day of the d.hate on Afghanistan, that, 
Lord Beaconsfield &ent m. a maeeage saying that ha purposed epeakiug 

. directly. I &ont him a etroug remonstranc., saying that two pears whl> 
had b •• n in offic., and a third p ... , one of the moot remarkable epeakera. 
in the Houe., desired to take part in the d.bate; but Lord Boaconefi.ld 
p.rsisted, and I thought I W88 justifiad in making a rather etroug complaint. 
of hi. having don. eo. I have aiDee learnad with regret that Lord BeacODO. 
field had, jnet before h. receiv.d that meaeage from me, ewallowed on .. 
drug and inhaled anotb.r, in qnan!itiae Dic.ly adapted, ao as to .nabla 

• P. 915. t P. 170. 
:t The 'Peach pre'rio1llly quoted. In which reference wall mad, to the a Ke;rs 

Gf hdi .... 
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1Um to speak free from the depression of his complaint, during the tim~ 
that that Bpeech requiNd for delive'7' I O&IIJlot help thinking that ouch 
incidents 88 these, although not very great in themselve&-oD.8 at the.
begUming and tha o!.her at the end of a .Parliament&!7 career lasting 
forty-four yeare-were proofs of that determination which he poaseseed, 
and that contempt for obstacles ~hich might have alanp.ed more weak. 
men." Earl GranVille concluded :" II The aristocracy of this countryr 
sometimes in praise, sometimes in "blame, has been described as proud, 

_ powerful, and wealthy. The democratio element, eombined with this 
&rietocratic inetitntion, has added to ita wealth, to ito strength, and 
possibly to its pride; and I can conceive no brighter, no more brilJ..iant. 
example of the way in which the .. P."rtale of this aBBOmbly smoothly roll 
back to admit eminent and distingui.hed men, and welcome them to th .. 
TO'7 first ranks in tha Assembly that they eo enter, than tha example of 
tha late Lord Beacon.sfi.eld." (Cheers.) 

LORD GEORGE BE~CK. 
(1802-1848.) 

Kia Earl;y Devotion to the Turf.-Lord George Bentinck (wrote 
Mr. Dierae1i) .. had eat for eighteen years in Parliament, and before he. 
entered it had been for three years the private eecretary of Mr. Canning, 
who had married !.he BiBter of tha Dncheee of Portland. Such a poet. 
would seem a happy commencement of & public career; but whether it.. 
,.e .. the untimely death of his distinguished· relative, or a natural indis
position, Lord Georg&-though he retained. the .. at for King'B Lynn, in. 
which he had enoceed.d his uncle, the late Governor-General of India
directed his energiBB to other than Parliamentary pureuite. For Bome· 
time he had followed his profOSBion, which was that of arms, but of late
years he had become absorbed in tha pastim .. and fortun .. of the turf, in 
which his whole being &BBmed BngTOBBed, and which he p1ll"81led on • BCai. 
that perhape has ne.er been equalled. Accompanying Lord Stanley, he· 
became in due time & member of the great Conservative opposition, and. 
as he never did anything by halves, became one of the most earnest. 88 he-. 
certainly was one of tha most enlightened, enpportere of Sir Robert 
PeeL His trust in that minister was indeed absolute, and he enbse-
quently stated in conversation that when, towards the end of the eeaaioDA 
of '45, a member of the Tory ~a.rty.:ventu.red to predict and pronounce 
the impending defection of the Minister, there was no member of the 
Conservative perty who more violently condemned the unfouaded attack,. 
or more readily impugned the motivea of the aBBBilant." 

A :Proud Aristocracy.-In his .peeeh on the opening of Parlia
ment in 1846, Sir Robert Peel had mode the remark, .. It iB no easy task to 
insure the harmonious and nnited action of an ancient monarchy, & prond. 
aristocracy, and a reformed House of Commons." Lord George thus com. 
mented npon the Ministers observation & few weeks later, in the peroration.. 
of an elaborate harangue (full, &B usual with the Bpeaker'. addr ...... of 
.tatistics). Such as it is, it is the beet example that can bs cited of tho> 
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.. ratoricaI powe .. of one who at the time promised 10 be the fotme leader of 
'his party: fI We have heard, in the course of these discussions, a good 
deal about an .&Ilcient monarchy, a reformed House of Oommons, and • 
proud aristoc...,.. Sir, with regard 10 our ancient monarohy I haft no 
·obee,..,.tion 10 make; but, if .. humble an individual as myaelf might be 
permitted 10 whisper a word in the ear of that illuatrioua and royal 
peraouage who, as ho atanda neareat, .. is he justly deareat 10 her who sita 
"'pon tho throoo, I .... uld take leave 10 ooy that I cannot but thmk he 
'listened 10 ill advice when, on the first night of this great disonssion,. ho 
..uowed himeeIf 10 be aednced by the First Minister of the Crown to come 
down to this House to usher in, to give ec'lal. and, as it were, by reflection 
from the Qnean to give the aemblanee of the peraoual ......ticm of her 
Majesty to. measure which, be it for good or for evil, • great majority, at 
~east of the landed aristocracy of England, of Scotland, and of Ireland, 
imagine fraught with deep injury,.if not min. to them. • • I eome 
now to the reformed House of Commona; and, .. one who woe a party to 
that great IIlO8SIIre, I cannot but feel • deep interest in ite en ...... and 
.more especially in that portion of it whicll exteoded the franohiao 10 the 
iergeet and the moot respootable body in the kingdo_I mean the landed 
tenanby of England; O)Id deeply shonld I regret did any Ierge proportion 
of th ... membere who have been BODt to Parliament to represent them in 
this Honae prove to be the men to bring leating dishonour upon thomaeIvea, 
\their constituencies, and this H01l88 by Any act of tergiversation 80 gross 
... to be a1togather unpreeedented in the annals of any reformed or \JIll'8o 

formed Honae of Commons. Lastly, I come 10 the • proud aristccraoy.' 
We arB a proud aristocracy. hut if ..... are proud it is that we are proud in 
-the chaetityof our honour. If we aeaiated in '41 in turning the Whiga 
out of offi.e because we did not .onsidar a fixed duty of So. a quarter DB 

foreign corn & sufficient protection, it was with honesty of purpose &Ud in 
..ainglemindedness we did so; aDd. as we ",ere Dot before the fact. we 
will not be accomplices after the fact, in the fraud by which the Whig 
Ministers ....... expelled from power. If we are a proud aristocracy, ..... 
are proud of our honour, inasmuch as 1'9'8 have never been guilty. and 
·~e.er eau be guilty, of double dealing with the farm ... of Engleud, of 
·swindling our opponents, deceiviDg our friends, and betraying our eOD
BtUucnta." 

.. Sold· 1>7 the Leader.-Hr. Bright, at a eonatituenta' meeting 
at Birmingham in 1884, related the following of Lord lIeorg<> Ben. 
tinok: .. I went up from the House of Commona one night with him. 
. I had become acquainted with him during the inquiry into the Game 
La ..... under the committee I moved for, and he .. t upon that inquiry. 
W.!king ul' with him from the Houe of Oommons, he &pob moat strengly 

. egainat Sir Robert Peel, and against the manner in "hioh he ...... be-
traying hi. party. He said he did not .... about the Com La ..... ; but h. 
had ho .... in, I think, three DOunti ... and he said hie frionde Iold him 

• Prinoe Albert wu in the Houe whoD. the :Minister introduoecl hiI Com 
Lr. ... Repeal Bill. 
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that he would save 1500L a year if the Com La ... were repealed, &Ild th .. 
food of horsee would he eo much cheaper. But, he eoid, what he reeented 
waa thet hie party ehould be betrayed &Ild eold by their Ieeder. And h .. 
told me this story. He said that when it WB8 rumoured th.t Sir Robert 
Peel W&8 about to capitulate, he wrote a letter to Mr. Sidney Herhert, 
who W&8 then a member of Sir Rohert Peel's Cabinet, and told him that, 
if that rumour were tme, he would follow Sir Robert Peel with the most 
relentlesa BUimOBity, and he and his frienda, if they could, would destroy 
Sir Robert Peel's Government. Well, I need not tell you that that 
promise was moat faithfully kept."-The story is thus related in Morley' • 
.. Life of Cobden:" .. Ono day he (Lord G. J;lentinckl walked away from 
the House in company with a conspicuous member of the Le&gu.8. With 
that amicable freedom of remark which Parlismentary habits permit and 
nourish, even between the stoutest adversaries, the Leaguer expressed his 
wondor that Lord George Bentinck should fear any evil from the remonl 
of the .duty. 'Well,' Lord George 8D8wered, 'I keep horses in three 
counties, and they tall me thst I shall eova fifteen hundred a year by fre .. 
trade. I do not care for that. What I cannot bear is being sold! " 

.6. Sacriflce.-on the day after the Derhy,l848 (eoyo Mr. Disraelil, th .. 
writer met Lord Goorgo Bentinck in the library of the HOUBO of Commons. 
Ho waa standing before tho book.shelveo, with a volumo in hie b&Ild. and 
hie countenan .. was greatly disturbed. Hili rooolutioDB in favour of the> 
colonial interest, after all hie laboUTB, had been negatived by the committe .. 
On the 22nd, and On tha 24th hie hol"BO Surplice, whom he had parted 
witll among the reet of hie stud, solely that he might pUTBue withou~ 
d:straction hie laboUTB on behalf of tho greet interests of the country, 
had Won that paramount and Olympian atske to gain which had been the 
object 1)f hie -life. He had nothing to conaole him, and nothing to 8U8Iain 
him except hie prido. Evon that deoortod him before a hoart which h .. 
knaw .t 1_ could yield him sympathy. He gavo a BOrt of superb groan: 
.. All my life I have hoen trying for thie, and for what havo I ... rificed 
it P" he murmured. It was in vain to offer solace. ~'You do not know 
what the Derby is," he moaned out. If Yea, I do j it is the blue ribbon of 
the turf." II It is the blue ribbon of the turf," he slowly repeated to 
himself, and, sitting down at the table, ho buri.d himeelf in a folio of 
atstisti ... 

Bo1UnW from the Couae.-Tho writar of a .. Memoir of the fifth 
Duke of Richmond" relates tho following of Lord George Bentinck: 
When canv888ing at King'8 Lynn in company with his colleague Lord 
William Lenno:r., at .. moment when Lord George had offended Bome of 
tho extreme Badieal party by voting for Lord ChandOB'. motion during 
the progreea of tho Reform Bill, ho w .. &bOWD into the lion'. don of 
a somewhat gruff e1octor, who had ouly ... ently enjoyed hi. privilege 
u a voter. Lord George was all politeness, and, presenting his elec .. 
tioneering card. asked him for the honour of. hiB Bupport. The indepen .. 
dant Liberal put on a smile, and, in the pleasanteBt mannor imaginable, 

. said, "Good morning, my 10M; has your lordship been at Newmarket 
lately P JI The eandidate smiled. fI You're Tery fond of. a race," continued 
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-the other. "Very." responded the scion of the Houee of Portl&ncL "I 
-wish to ... 1: you a question. my lord-a racing question." The noble 
turfite gave one of his moot willing looks. and replied that he should be 
very heppy to give all the iDformation he could on the snbjsct. • Now. 
my lord," proceeded the inquirer in a rather dry and solemn tone, fC if • 
11oree. however thoroughbred and good he may be in other reepects, is 
giving to .... erving or bolting from the course. whet should yon think of 
DimP" "Perlectly useless-not worth training." "You'Te Mid it," 
.reoponded the other with " demoniao Iangh. .. I quite agree with yonr 
lordship. As Nathan said to Dand •• Thon art the man.' How """,e you 
. not to ron straight on the Reform Bill P» 

Kia neatb.-Lord George Bentinck died snddenly. while W&IIrlng 
-near the family oeat of his father. the Duke of PortI&nd. at Welbeck. on 
the 21st of September. 1848. Althoogh he bed been Iesa than three 
.y ..... before the publio &a a parliamentary figure. his industry and mastery 
of commercial detail, 88 shown in his apoecbea. had impressed the nation, 
,..,d, 88 Mr. Dier&eli m.nti ..... on the day of his interment all the British 
..mpping in port bed their Sags baIf·maat high. Lord Lytton, in one of 
hi. admirable aketohe&. depiote both Bentinek'. career and the national 
.t •• ling at ita closa:-

II The lcnmging member aelclom. in his plaoe, 
ADd then with thought. remote upon • moe, 
8tuDg into sympathJ with others, blenda 
His life with theira, nd ease for nBr ends. • 
ThUl, Tictim of his 0W1l remoraeleaa Hal, 
Life, overwotmd. BD&pt BUdden at the wheel. 
And the same grief which ED,land givea the brave 
SlaiD at their poet, did homage to biB ... v .... 

WIIJ.IAM EWART GLADSTONE. 
(1809.) 

Argamsntative ~.-Sir Francis Doyle relales that. when 
he W08 " young man. he spent some time with Mr.GladstoDe at his 
fathe!"a house in XincardiDeshire. .. Whilst there, I was very much 
sta-uck with the remarkable &cuteDoaa and groat natural powe .. of Mr. 
Gladstone. the fath.r (afterwards Sir John). Und.r his iulIuenc., appa
rently. nothing W&a ever taken for granted bet"een him and his SOUB. 

A BUooeesion of argument. on groat topics and small topics aIik........rgo. 
mente eondueled with pedect .gooa humour. but also with th. moot 
implacable lbgic-formod the staple of the family ConversatiOD. Henee it 
i. esay to see from what foundation Mr. Gladstone'. skill as a debeter 
hae bean built up."-Bishop Wordsworth of SI. Andrews, in his" Annals 
()f my Early Lif.... &aye: .. Towards the end of 1832, tho year after 
Gladatoue had taken hi. degree .t Odord, hi. father WIS dining at a 
honae whore my 'uncle, the poet, W&a ODe of th. company. A1tor dinner 
my unci. tonk occasion to congratulate Mr. John Gladston. on the re-
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markable sn ..... of his son William at Oxford, BDCl added 
of hope BDCl anticipation that he would be equaJJ,. liuecessful . 
.of Commons. To which the father replied, 'Yea, sir, I thlmk ,.0,1rI'~!: 
.... has certaiDl,. distinguished himseJf greatl,. at the University', and 
I trust he will oontinne.to do so when he enters poblio life; for there 
is DO doubt he is " man of great ability, but,' he added, 'he has no 
.. to.bility.'· 

Liberal InctiC&tioD8.-The Rev. T. MozIe,., author of the .. Remi • 
. .mscences of Oriel and the O:rl'ord Movement," rela~s: "It was very 
seldom that I walked into the Oxford Union. Coming into the oommun 
ro.m one evening, Denison [George Anthon,., afterwarde .Ar.lhd .... n] 
aid, in m,. hearing, 'I heve jDSt heard the beet speech I ever heard in 
m,. life, b,. Gladstone, against the Reform Bill [about 1881]. But mark 
my words. That man will une da,. be " LiberaJ, for he argued against 
the bill on Liberal grounds." 

Kia l'irst Betllrn,-Mr. Gladstone was first returned to ParJisment 
ill the To,," interest in 1832, for the borough of Newark·un·Trent, then 
under the influence of the Duke of Newcastle. This nobleID8D. is cele .. 
lJra.ted 88 baving asked the question. in resp0DS8 to a remonstrance against 
his evietion of more than " hundred persons who had voted against his 
wishes. fI May I Dot do what I like with my own P U The duke's eldest 
son, Lord Lincoln (tho fntnre duke, and Minister for W &r ODd the 
Colonies, dnring tha Crimean hostilities), WII8 " schoolfellow of Mr. 
Gladstone's at Eton. ODd fellow stndent with him at Christ <Church, 
()dord; and upon Lord Lincoln's recommendatioD. it is presumed. the 
duke made his acquaintonee. Mr. Gladstone had not qnite completed his 
twenty'.third year when he stood for the borough. In answer to a 
question put to him on the hnstings, he is reported in a newspaper of the 
day to have said: .. I found my way to Newark because I was invited by 
a numerous body of men, than whom none are more respeel.ab1e ·or 
intolligent. The Red Club had written to the Duke of Newcastle to know 
it he could recommend en,. gentleman as & fit and proper person, BDCl in 
consequence of that application I was invited by the Red Club. I was 
unknown to the Red Club as much as though I had been & person of New 
Zealand or Kamaehatka; but m,. recommendation was BOch that tha Red 
Club determ.i.ned to invite me." 'What followed on Mr. Gladstone's part 
is somewhat characteristic. .An elector: II Are we to understand you, 
then, as the nominee of the Duke of. Newcastle P " Mr. Gladstone: II I 
will answer t.b&t quest,ion if you tell me what you mean by ~." 
'rhe elector: U I consider the man as the nominee of the duke when he 
is sent b,. his grace to be ersmmed down the throats of the electors, 
whether they will or not." Mr. Gladstone: II TheD, according to tba'k 
definition, I am not the Dominee of the Duke of N 8Wcastle!' The 
.elector: fI What is your definition of & nominee P " Mr. Gladstone; C. I 
am not here to give the definition. I ask what you mean b,. the word 
nominee. and aceording to your own explanation of it I give the answer!' 
Mr. Gladstone was returned at the h .. d of tha poll. . He continued to. 
... present N e ... ark nntill846. 



352 .nrEODOTAL HISTORY 0' PARLLlMENT. 

l'i:rst Appearances in l' .... liament.-The Parliamm.t in which 
H •• GIadstcn. firet sat ..... the fimt aftar the passing of the Reform Act. 
and m.t in January. 1833. The young memhar did not address the B ..... 
till the following Hoy. when he .... to repel oom. accusations respecting 
the treatment of slave. on his fath .... aototeo in D.me..... Th. abolition 
of sIa .. ry W88 then und •• discussion in the Bonae. and was carried daring 
this _on. Lord Althorp·. bill for the reduction of the Irish Church 
E.tabliohment 0.\00 pasaed in the same year. Hr. Gladstona speaking and 
...,ting against it. 

.acaulay on GladstoDO.-Hacaulay'. sketch of Hr. Gladston& 
.. a young man sho ... the imp""';on the fetura Premi.. made upo ... 
some of his early contemporaries in Parliament. In his review of Mr. 
Gladston.·. work on .. Th. Stata in ita Relations with the Church" 
(Edinburgh Bell ..... April. 1839) the eosayist wrota, .. Th. author of this 
volume is a young men of unbl.mished .h ...... te •• end of distinguished 
parliam.ntary tolento. the rising hope of th... atom end unhending 
Tori .. who follow ... Iuctantly and mutinouoly. a lead.r [Sir Rohert Peel) 
".h ... up.rienc. and eloquence ... indisponaohla to th.m. but "hoa& 
eautiouo tamper and mod ... te opinions th.y ahhor. It would not he at 
all _ge if Hr. Glodatona w.re on. of the moat unpopular men in 
Englaod. Bot w. halia ... thet we do him no more than justic. when ,.. 
say thot his abiliti .. and his dameanour he ... obtained for him the reapact 
.... d good will of all parti... • • H.. Gladston. oaemo to us to he. 
in many. resp.cta. exceedingly ".n queliti.d for philosophieel inYeBtiga. 
non. His mind is of large groop; nor is h. d.fici.nt in dial.ctical okill. 
But he d ... not give hi. intall.ct fair ploy. Th.re is no want of light. 
hut a great want of whet Bacon would have eall.d dry light. Whatever 
Hr. Gladston. .... is .. froeted and distorted by a faleo medium of 
paooion and p .. judi.... His style haaro a l'OIIW"bbl. analogy to his mode 
of thinking. end indeed ex.rciaea great inIIuenco on his mod. of IhiDkiDg. 
His rhetoric, though often good of ita kiud, darkona end perplaxeo the 
logio "hich it should illuetrote. Half his &outen ... and diligenco. with 
• barren imagination and acanty vocabulary, "ould heve saved him from 
aimost half his mistakes. He baa oue gift moot dangerous to a apaculatcn-
• vest oommand of a kind of Ianguoga, gra .. &not maj .. tic. but of ngu. 
and uncertain import." . 

.". Gladstone a.nd the .. Sliding Bcale."-Hr. Gladstone hed 
occupi.d .ubordinate ollie •• in the brief Administratiou of Sir Rohert 
P.el in 1835, and, on the retum of thot .tat.amen to power in 1841. h • 
..... mad. Huter of the Mint .. well .. Vi.e.President of the Board of 
Trad.. Hi .. Williame Wyun. writing at the tim. from London to Baron 
Varnhagen yon Ense, observed, It They _1 Mr Gladstone haa been giTen 
two ome .. in ord.r. if poaaibl •• to keep hilll qlrl.t. end. b:r giving him too 
mueh to do. to P"\"8ut him from troubling bis head about the Church.» 
In preaanting Wm •• lf for re-el.ction at N .wark on .... pting his n ... 
ofBeea, it iI interesting to note the future promoter of the Commercial 
Traaty with France and oimilar m688ur08 deoloring protectionist prin. 
oiple& "There &re,» said he, "two point. on' which the British fanner 
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may min tho lirat of which is that adequate protection "ill be giVOll 
to him: and the BOcond is that protection will be given to him through 
the means of the sliding scale" (regulating the duties on corn accord
ing to the. market price per quartor). In tho preparation of thie 
U sliding acale," which was introduced in 1842, it was understood that 
Mr. Gladstone had rend.red active assistance to tha head of the Govern. 
ment. 

A Bepq to Lord PalmerstOD.-In the adjourned debate on tha 
foroign policy of tho Government, in Jnne. 1850. Mr. Gladstone made the 
following remarks in reference to Lord Palmerston's famous declaratio~ 
co Cine Romanus sum: "_u He vaunted. amid the cheers of his supporters, 
thot nnder his administration an Englishman should be. throughont tho 
world, what the citizen of Rome had been. But I ask, what then was a 
Romo citizen P Be was the member of a privilege,d caste; he belonged 
to a conquering race, to a nation that held all na.tiODS bound doWll by the 
hood of Imperial power. For him the .. was to b. an exceptione! aysteJ!1 
of law; for him principles were to be asserted, and by him rights were to 
be enjoyed. that were denied to the root of tho world. Is such. then, tho 

. Tiow of tho noWe lord as to the relation that is to oubsist between Englaod 
and other countries P Does he make the claim for us that we are to ~ 
uplifted on. platform high above tho standing.gronnd of all other nationsP 
It is, indeed, too clear that too much of this notion is lurking in his mind; 
that he adopts. in port. that vam conception that w •• fo .... th. have a 
mission to be the censors of abuses and imperfections among the other 
countries of the world; tha.t we are to be the univetssl schoolmasters, and 
that all who hesitate to re.ognise our office should have the war of diplo. 
m .. y •• t least. forthwith de.clarod against them. And .ertainly. if the 

o business of B Foreign Secretary is merely to carry on diplomatic war, all 
must admit the perf.ction of the noble lord in tho discharge of hie fnnc. 
tiODS. But it is not the duty of a Foreign Minister to be like a knight. 
errant, ever pricking forth, armed at all points, to ch&llenge all comers. 
and lay as many adversaries as possible sprawling, or the noble lord would 
be 8 master- of his art; but to maintain tha.t sound code of international. 
priuciples which is 8 monument of huma.n wisdom, and a. precious inheri
t·auee bequeathed by our fathers for the preservation of tho fnture brother ... 
hood of nations." 

An Impulsive Speech.-In the deb.te on the Budget of the Derby 
M.inistry in December, 1853, Mr. Disraeli (Chancellor of the Exchequer) 
closed bis aefence of the measuro in a warm and hitter speech, in which 
he retorted on his antagonists the ('barge of incompetence l!Mch they had 
made against himself. Sir Oharles Wood (a former Chancellor) especially 
was the object of his animadversion, and was told, U If be has leamed his 
business, he has stin to leam that petulance is not sarcasm, and tllat. 
insoleDce is not invective." ·Sir James Graham alao, Mr. Dismeli 
remarked, be looked upon with regard, but not with respect; and he 
eoneIuded by denouneing the coalition among his adversaries, and 
doolaring ... England dooo not love coalitions." It had been nnderetood 

. that hi. speeeh would .1080 tho d.bate: but the moment ho .. t down. ...... . 
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6IIlid m~ch oheering and. connter-ch •• ring, Mr. Gladston. &prang to w. 
feet. U This speech," said he, '" is one which must be answered. anel 
answered at the moment. The character of England, involved in that 
of h.r public m.n, tho choracter of England is at stak.. _ _ The right 
hononrable gentl.man mnat permit m~ to tell him thot h. is not .ntitled 
to charge with insolence men of· as high position ed of as high character 
in tlrls Hous. as himself. And I mnot tell him thot whotev.r oleo ho 
may hovo leornt, ho has not loam.d to koop within th ... limits, in dis
cuasion, of moderation and of forbearance that ought to restrain the 
.conduct and In.nguage of every member of this H01l8e; the disregard of 
which, while it is an offence in the meanest amongst us, is an o1fenee of 
tenfold .... ight wh.n committed by tho leader of tho Honoo of Commono." 
:M1'. Gladstone, who lmd scarcely been heard for the storm of interrup
tion raised by tho opposite. party, then w.nt on to revi.w tho Bndget in 

. detail, and denonnced it as nnoonnd and delusive. In tho divieion which 
follow.d, tho .Governm.nt wore d.footed by so.; to 286. 

Commission"" Eztraordin....,. to the Ionian Is1a.nds.-Mr. 
Gladstonel.nt a gen.ral support to the aecond administration of the Earl 
of Derby, in 1858. Towarde the clooe of thot year I,. nnd.rtook, at the 
l'equest of the Prime Minister, a special mission to the Ionian Isla.nds. 
then under British protectorate. He declared the object of his mission 

. to tho Senate on tho 3rd of D.c.mber, oaying ho hod been oont to 
01' examine in what way Great Britain may most honourably and amply 
dischorge tim obligation& which, for purp.... Enropean and Ionian 
.... th.r thon British, oh. has contracted." Th. Legisletive Assembly of the 
Islands passed. in January, 1859, a resolution declaring for union with 
Greece, and Mr. Gladston&-whoae knowledge of tho Greek langusge was 
of important .ervi .. in tWa misoion-indnced the body to appoint a com
mittse to draw np snitsble reproeontationo to tho protecting Pow.rs.. The 
petition was not then granted. but the Islands were offered a constitution 
.. imilar to that of tho Britioh coloni... Afler tho expulsion of King Otho 
"from the throne of Greece. and the election of Prineo George of Denmark 
to the crown, tile Ionian Islands were formally ced.d to Greec. by tho 
protseting Pow.rs. 

A School for St .. teamen,-In a ope.ch on Lord D.rby's Reform 
Bill in 1859, Mr. Gladston. asked: .. Ie it not, nnder Providence, to be 
attributed to a succession of distingniohed etateomen, introdnccd at an 
early age into this House, and once made known in this HotaBe securing 
to themselves the general favour of their countrymen, tll&t wo enjoy our 
preaent .xtension of popnJar liberty, and, above all, the durable form 
whic.h tllat lib.rty haa assumed P " 

Sm..u· Boroughs ... 4 Great Ken.-In tho &&me debate Mr.' 
Gladstone thna defended tllo existence of email borongho: .. Allow mo to 
state th ..... of oix men-Mr.·Pelhem, Lord Chatham, Mr. Fox, Mr. Pitt, 
Mr. Oanning, and Sir Robert Peel. Mr. Pelham entered this hon .. for tho 
borongh of Seaford in 1719, ,.t the age of twenty-two; Lord Chotham 
entered it in 1785, for Old Sarnm, at tho ago of twonty-six; Mr. Folt in 
1764, for Midhurot. at tho ago, I think, of twenty; Mr. Pitt in 1781, for 
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.Appleby. at the age of twenty.OIle; Mr. OBDDing in 1793. tor Newport. at 
the age of twenty.two; ""d Sir Robert Peel in 1809, for the city of 
()ashel. at -the age of twenty...CJD.8. Now here are six men, every one of 
whom WIllI .. leader in this House. I take them because the yonngeet is 
·older than the youngest of those who now sit here, and because the 
.mention of their nam ....... give riee to no pereonaJ feeling. Here .... oiJ: 
-men .... hom yon oannot match out of the hietory of the Britieh Honee of 
COmmQIlO for the hnndred yea.rs which precede our own day •. Every one of 
them was a leader in this House; almost everyone of them W88 a Prime 
ldlnister. All of them entered Parliament for one of th... boroughe 
where iuJluence of clifl'erent kinda prevailed. Every one of them might. if 
he had chosen, after giving proof of his pow ... in this House. have oat 
10r any of the open conetituenciee of the conntry, and many of them did BO •. 
Mr. Pelhem. after Bitting for Seoford in one Parliament. represented S_ 
for &Il the .... t of his life. Lord Chatham never. I think, repreeented 
.... open conetitUeDcy. Mr. Fox, after Bitting for Midhurat. became the 
· chosen for Weetmineter. Mr. Pitt ... ent from Appleby at a very early age 
to the University of Oambridge. Mr. Oanning wen!. from Newport to 
Liverpool, and Sir Robert Peel from Oashel to the University of Oaford. 
No .... whet was the caea of Sir Robert Peel P The University. on &ccouot 
of a conscientious difference of opinion. refused the continuance of his 
servic... They might have been loat to the Britiah Parliament. at thet 
moment at &Il evenla. But in Weetbury he found an immediate refuge-
10r ao it muat be eaIled; and he continued to Bit for .. am&Il borough for 
.the remainder of his life. Mr. OBDDing in the oame way, not 10Biog but 
.J'eSigning the representation of Liverpool. found it more conducive to the 
public buBin... that he should become the repreeentative of .. sm&ll 

· borough for the reat of his daye. Whet doea this Bhow P It shows thet 
.amaJl boroughs were the DUl'88r)"-ground in which these men were 
<lducated-men ... ho not ouly ... ere destined to lead this House. to govern 
the conntry. to be the Btrength of England at home ""d ita ornament 
.abroad, but who likewise. when OIlce they bed "" opportunity of proving 
their powers in this Rouse, beC&Jl18 the <?hoseD. of large constituencies, and 
the favourite! of the nation:' 

A .. Gigantio InnOvatiOD,"-In the debate that took place .July 
.'jib, 1860. on the action of the House of Lorda • in rejecting the bill tor tho 
.abolition of the Paper Duti .. which bed been sent up from the Lo ..... 
Ronee. Mr. Gladatone (then Ohaucel)or of the Exchequer) said: .. It 
.appears to me to be the determination of one moiety of this House that 
there ahall be no debate upon p'e comtitution&l principles which are 
involved in this question j and I must say th&t, considering th&t gentle~ 

· ·men opposite are upon this occasion the pattisans of a gigautic innovation 
-the most gigantic and the moat dangerous that has been attempted in 
our tim_I may compliment them upon the prudence that they show in 
.... lving to be ita silent partioane. N ..... Sir. I should like to kno ... with 
who! 1anguage and in whet ton .. thoee gentlemen who aaanme the 11&111& 

• See p. ZIoS • 
.... 2 
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of Oonservative politicians would argue in support ola great encroacliment. 
·by otie house of the legislature upon the other." . 

Mr. Glad.tone in lIItid-C .... eu.-Th. following lin .. '0'." written 
in 1860. by o"e who was an ·BCute oboerv.r of political character. They 
appear in Mr. Bagehot's II Biographical Studios":-" Mr. Gladstone is. 
the greatest orator in the Bouse of 'Commons; 'he never allows a single 
important topic to pass by without telling U8 what h. thinks of it, and . 
ye. we &rO all of U8 in doubt about him. What he will do, and what II. 
will think-otill more. why h. will do it, and why he will think it-ore 
'l"'"dione. ~""atQl at every political conjuncture. At tho very last 

. ministerial crisis, when every voice on Lord John Russell's reSolution. 
'0'" of critical importance. no one Imew till ne&rly the last hour how Mr. 
Gladatone would vote, and in the end he voted against hie present 
colle8gu... The House of Oommons goeaips are generally wrong .bout 
him. Nor is the uncertainty confined to parliamentary divioions, it 
e:<tenda to hie whole career. Who can calculate hie future course P Who 
can tell whether he will be the greatest orator of a great Administration, 
whether he will rnIe the House of Oommons i whether he will be, as his 
gifts .t first sight mark him out to be, our greatest statesman P or-. 
whether, below the gangway, t he will utter llDintel1igibla diaeoursee, 
will aid in destroying many Ministries and share in nODe; will pour forth 
!luring many hopeless years a bitter, a splendid. and a vituperative 
eloquence P '~ 

The .. Dangu Signal. "-The following p .... ge occurrsd in " 
speech of Mr. G1adstouo's in 1864,· when he was Chencello. of the . 
Exchequer in the Government of Lord Palmerston: .. Weare told that th" 
working classes do nat agitate for an extension of the franchise, hut is it 
desirable that we should wait uti! they do agitate P In my opillion, 
agitation by the working cIasaes, upon any political subjcot whatever, is .. 
thing not to be waited for, not to he made a condition prenous to any 
parliamentary movement, but, on the oontrary, it is· a thing to be depre
cated, and, if possible, anticipated and prevented by wise and prondent 
m8ll81U'8s. An agitation by the working eIass .. is not like an agitation by 

. the classes above them, the elaeee. posseeeed of leisure. The agitetion of 
·th •• Iasaas having leisure is easily eonducted. It is not with.them 
that every hour of time has a money value; their wives and ehildren are-

o Dat depandent on the strictly reckoned results of those hours of 
laboUr. When a working man finds himself in such • condition that 
he muel ahandon that daily labour on which he is strictly dependent 
for his daily bread, when he givee up the profitable application of his 
time; it ;" then that, in railway language, the danger sipal is turned 
on; for he does it only because he feels .. strong necessity for. action~ 

. and a distrust of the rulers who, as he thinks, have driven him to that 
neceuity." 

... Agoi •• t tho Reform Bill of tho DerbJ.Dioraeli MinisI:rJ 1111859. 
t Hr. Gladstone, during lOme of his ~I independent" 18101'1. oooupied • proml

nent leat in th.tI part ~ the House. 
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.. UnmllDled" b:v Oxford. UDiversit;v.-At the Il"nora1 eleotion 
in Jul,.. 1885. Mr. Gladstone lost his _t for Oxford. Univorait,.. the 
lIlumbers on the 18th, after eiJ: days' polling. et&nding thus: Sir W. 
Heathcote, 3236; Mr. Gothame Hardy, 19040; Mr. Gl&detone, 1724-
Dinority 180. It haviog be .. me evident, during tho two or three days 
before the close of the poll. thet his ... t .... in danger, Mr. Gladstone 
,... nominated on the 17th for South Lauca.ehire; and when the roeu\t at 
<Oxford .... \mown, he made his appearance at the Froe Trade Hall in 
lla.u.chester to address the electors. n At last. my friends," said he, II I 
have oome amODoO'St yon; and I have come, to use an expression which hRa 
,become very famous, and is not likely to ha forgotton-I am oome among 
-.you '1IDDlnzzled.'. After an amious straggle of eighteen yooro. during 
which the unbounded devotion and ind~n .. of my friende maintained 
me in the &l"d.uous position of representative of the Univereity of Oxford, 
~ haTe been driven from my seat. • • I have loved the University of 
Oxford. with a deep and paosionote love. and .. long .. I breathe that 
attachment will oontinuo. If my aft'eetiou is of the smallest advau. to 
,that great. that ancient, that noble institution, that advantage, onoh .. 'It 
'i&-and it is most inoignilieant-Oxford will poooeee .. long .. I Ii ... 
.. . I am. &ware of no cause lor the votes which have given a majority 
.against me in the Univereity of Oxford, except the foot that the ~ 
.conviction the human mind can receive, that an overpowering sense 
of the public intereote, that the- proctical teachinI!" of experience. to 
which from my youth Oxford heraelf tanght me to lay open my mind-all 
theee had shown me the folly. and. I will say. the medn ... of refusing to 
join in the generono eympethieo of my countrymen, by adopting what I 

JJD.ust e&ll an obstruetive policy!' . 
Tra.nsmigr&tions.-After his defeat at Oxford. in 1865. Mr. GIad

~e wrote ... follo ... to Bishop Wilberforce. in repl,. to a letter of 
tB)'Dlpathy: .. Do Dot join with others in praising me because I am not 
""'8"")'. only sorry. and that deeply. For my reveng&-which I do not 
.desire. but would bafJJe if I could-all lies in that HttJe word. 'future' in 
my addrees. which I wrote with a conoeiouoneoo !J,.t it is deeply charged 
with meaning, and that thot which ohall come will come. Th.re h ... been 

"two great deaths, or trenemigrotiono of spirit, in my- political .xistence-
4D.e, very slow, the breaking of ties with my origiDal pariy j the other, 
,very shori and ohorp, the brea.king of the tie with Oxford.. There will 
~probobly be a third., and no m .... " The bishop intim.ted that he did not 
nnderetand the latter senten .. ; to .... hich Mr. Gl&detone r.plied, :' The 
.. r&cular senten .. haa littJe h&ariug on proeent aft'airo or prospects, and 
ma.y stand in ita proper darkness," 

A Guess ?-Bishop Wilberforce also wrote, in & letter to Sir C. 
And ..... n (March, 1868) respecting hia friend's conrae in tbe Irish Ohureh 
disestablishment: It It is altogether a bad business, a.nd I am afraid 
-Gladstone haa been drawn into it from the unooDscious influence of his 
:.restlesSDesa at being ont of oftiee/' 

• &eo p. 297, ," Lord Palmeraton and Hr. Gbt.detone.-



858 ANEODOT.4.L HISTOBY 07 .P .4.BLIAMENT. 

Kia . CODJlection with the r.iberaJ. P&rty.-In the courile 6f a. 
debate on Parliamentary Reform in April, 1866, Mr. Gludstone· ....... 
taunted by Mr. Lowe with promoting Reform measures in his later years. 
.. bile he hod .trongly oppo.ed the firot Reform Bill, in the Oxford Union 
Debating Society. in 1831. In his reply, eddreeeing the membare of th~ 
Liberal pony, he thns alluded to the change from his earlier convictions. 
which bed brought him amonget them: .. I came amongst you an outcaet 
from tb ... with whom I 888oeiated, driven from their ranks, I admit, by 
no arbitrary act, but by the slOW' and resistless force of conviction. I. 
eame amOng you, to make noe of the legal phr8880logy, in f01'7ll4 pOIUperis. 
I hod nothing to der you but faithfoland honourable oemcel yon 
received me .. Dido received the ohipwrecked .diln ... : 

• Excepi ejeotum littore. egentem. J 

.And I ooIy trnot you may not hereafter, at any time, bave to complete the' 
aentenee in regard. to me : 

f Et regni, dem.BIl81 in parte locavi! 

Yau received me with kindness, indulgence, generosity, and I may even say· 
with oome meeenre of your confidence. .And the .relation between no bao 
aooumed onch & form tbat yon can never be my debtors, but thet I muot· 
be for ever in your debt.u " , 

.. Besurgam." -A l'ull Kouse.-The cl ... of the &ame debate 
.W80 marked by one of the moat foreible peaoogea of Mr. Gladetone's. 
oratory. Alluding to the divieion then about to be token on the e .. ond 

. .reading of the Reform Bill of Lord Rueeell'e Government, he eaid • 
.. Thia Bill is in a state of crisis and of peril, and the Government along
with it. We etand or fall with it, .. hao been declared by my noble friend 
Lord Ruosell. We atand with it now; we may fall with it a ehort time 
bence. If we do so fall, we, or others in our places. shall rise with it. 
bereafter. I .ball not attempt to maosure with preeision the forces thet 
are to be arranged agaiuot us in the coming issue. Perbap. the great 
Ilivieion of to.night is not to he tbe laot, but only the firot nf & .eries of 
divisions. At some point of the contest you may possibly succeed.. Yon 
may drive no from our aoato. You may olay, you moy bury the measure, 
~t we bave introduced. But we will writo upon ito gravestone for an. 
epitaph thi. line, with certain confidence in ito fulfilment: 

U Exorian aliquie nostril ex 088ibus uttar.'-

You oannot light agoinot the future. Time is on our sid.. The great 
aooial foraes which move onwards in their might and majesty, and which 
the tumolt of the.e debatao doeo not for & moment impede or diaturb,. 
th ... great oocial foreeo are agaiuot you I they work with no I they ...... 
morsballad in our ."pport. .And the banner which we now carry in the· 
light, though perhapo at .ome moment of the .troggle it may droop over 
our ainking heede, l"t will Jl .. t again in the eye nf haoven, and will boo 
borne by the firm hmdo of the united people of the thrae kingdo .... 
perhaps not to an "'y, but to & certain and to & not diatant victory.» The· 
divi.ion wbich followed W80 in favour of the oscond reading by & majoritT 
of livo onll~18 lIIrainat 818. Th .. e numbare· were amongot thelargoU 
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.Tel" -assembled on a division, constituting"Blmost the entire House, the. 
remainder of the 658 seats being thus accounted for: Speaker, 1; tellers .. 
""; pair. 2; vacancies, 11 i absent, 9 only. 

Irish Church Disest .. blishment.-Tho first clear intimation of 
Mr. GJad..tono's policy with respocl to tho Irish Church took Parlia.ment. 
and the country by surprise. It occurred in & debate on the state of 
Ireland. introduced by an independent memb~r (Mr. Magnirol. March 16th, 
1868 j Mr. Disra.eli's Government then being in office.- After speakiJi.g 
at some length on the various grievances of which Ireland complained, 
and of tho Church Establiahmont among them, Mr. Gladstone referred to 
his former speeches on the subject, and said: U I- did' not use one word, to 
my knowledge, which was contrary to the opinion I held then and hold 
now-D.a.me1y, that in order to the settlement of the question of the Irish 
Church, thot Church, as .. State Church, must cease to esist. • • 
Without the slightest reproach to any of those who bear office in the Irish 
Church, I am convinced ... from a long observation, that that institution is, 
and by the law of ita esistenee must bo, the homo and last refuge of the 
spirit of ascendancy; and as that which. beyond all particular and special 
measures, we need, m the expulsion of the spirit of ascendancy from 
Ireland, I take leave to $81 that, in order to that expulsion, we must now 
prooeed to deal decisively with that question of the Irisli Church." He 
further remarked: .. My opinion is thot religions equality is & phreae that 
reqnires furthar development, and I will develop it further by saying that, 
in this religious equality in Ireland, I, for my part, include in ita fullest 
OJ:tent the word~ very grave word, I do not deny, and I think. we cannot 
be too careful to estimate its graTity before we come to a final conclusion 
-the very grave word disestablishment. If wo are to do any good at all 
by meddling with the Church in Ireland, it must, in my jndgment, he by 
putting an end to its existence as a State Cburch!'-With reference to 
the unexpected charact-er of this anDoUD.cement, Mr. Disraeli remarked, in 
the debate upon going into committee upon Mr. Gladstone's resolutions 
(April Srd, 1868), that tho right honourable gentleman had como forward 
"all of a sudden, like a thief in the night." 

Vse of Quot .. tioll,-Mr, Gladstone's frequent and skilful Uao of 
quotation m debate is well known; but quotation probably never took a 
wider range meo brief a compass, or was more effective, than in the follow
ing poaaoge of his apoech on moving his Irish Church resolntions, March 
30th, 1868: .. There are many who think that to lay banda upon the 
National Church Establishment of '·couutry is a profo.ne and unhallnwed 
act. I roapoct that feeling. I sympathise with it. I sympothiso with it 
while I think. it my duty to overcome and repress it. But if U M an 
error, it is an error entitled to respect. There isosomethiug in the idea ot 
a National Establishment of religion, of a solemn appropriation of & p8.rt 
of the commonwealth, for conferring npon all who are ready to receive it 

• ID. speech in the HOUle of Commons in Karch, 1865, Hr. Gladstone (thea. 
Cha.uoellor of the Exchequer) had so far endo1'8ed a resolution antagonistio to 
the Irish Church. as to admit that the tta.te of that Eatabliahment was IC un .. 
atiafaotor,r," 
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what we Imow to be an inestimable benefit; of saving that portion of the 
inheritance from priva.te selfishness, in order to extract from it, if we can, 
pme and nnmixed advantages of the highest order for the population at 
large-there is eomething in this eo att_tive, that it is an image that 
mnat always command the homage of the many. It is aomewhat like the 
kingly ghoet in Hamlel, of which ono of the charactere of ShakC8POOro 
8&1"- . 

'We do it wrong, being 10 ~jesticaJ, 
To ofter it the abow of violence ; 
For it i., 88 the air, inV1llne:rable, 
And OlU'.,ain blows m&licioua mackcy! 

But, Sir, this is to view a religious Establishment upon one ~ide ·only. 
upon whet I moy call the ethereol side. It h .. likewise 0 side of oorth; 
lind: here I cannot do better than quote Bome lin .. written by the present 
Archbishop of Dublin [Dr. Trench lot 0 time when his genino woo devoted 
to the Huee.. He B&id, in speaking of monkind-

'W .. who did oor JiDeogeldgh 
Draw from beyond the starr, "". 
Are yet upon the other side . 
To earth and to ita dust allied.' 

And eo the Church Estab\ishment, regorded in its o.-! and in its aim, 
. i. booutiful and att ... ctive •. Yet whet is it but on opprnpriation of pnblio 
property, an oppropriation of the fruits of labour and of alriIl to .ertain 
purposes P end nn1e.. th... PnrpOOBB be fulfilled, that appropriation 
cannot be juotified. Therefore, Sir, I cannot but feel that we most set 
aside feara which throat themselVC8 upon the imaginetion, ond act upon 
the eober dictatee of our judgment, I think it h .. been shown that the 
cauae for action is strong-not for precipitate actiOD; not for action 
beyond our powers, but for such action 8S the opportunities of the times 
end the condition of Parliament, it there be but 0 ready will, will amply 
end easily admit of. If I am asked as to my expectationa of the iOBne of 
this .truggle, I hegin by frankly avowing that I, for<me, would not heve 
entered into it unle .. I believed that tho fina1 hour W8S about to sound: 

t Venit IUmmIo diu at ine1uotabUe tatum." 'J 

l:lasticity.-Bishop Wilberforce and Mr. Gladetone were the geesta 
of the Marqui. of Salisbury at Hatfield in December, 1868, and the bishop 
noted in hie dis", .. Gladstone struck with Salisbury: • Never eaw a more 
perfect hoat.'» At the some time the bishop wrote to a eon: .. I have 
very much eojoyod meeting Gladstone. He is 80 delightfully true and 
the same; just as full of interest in every good thing of every kind, and 
80 exactly the opposite of the mystery mon.- • • When people talk of 
Gladstone going mad. they do not take into •• count the wouderfol 
elaati.ity of hi. mind, and the variety of his intereeta. Now, this morning 
(I am writing in the train on the way to London), after breakfast, he and 
Sa1isbury and I and Cardwell bad a walk round ibis beautifu1 park, and 

• One of the namOi at that tim, beato.wOO on Mr. Diara.ell.· 
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be was just as much inten.stecl. in the size of the oa.ks. their probable age. 
&0., .. if no care of .tate ever pressed upon him. This is his oaIeguazd, 
joined to entiN rectitude of purpose end cl ......... of view. He is now 
'Writing opposite to me in the ra.ilway carriage, on his way to Windsol'."
Lord Malmeebury wrote in his diary in 1859, "Gladstone, who woe 
always fond of music, is DOW quite enthusiastic. about negro melodies; 
singing them with the greateet epirit end enjoyment, never leaving out a 
verse. and evidently preferring such 88 I.Oamp Town Raoea.'" 

The Ora.tor .... a his Audience.-Mr. Gladstone, in his "Stndiee 
of Homer end the Homeric Age," used the following bappy illuotration of 
'Oratorical power: U The orator's "work, from its Tery inception, is in .. 
extricably mixed up with pra.ctieo. It is cast in the mQUld olfered to him 
by the mind of his hearers. It i. an influence principally received from 
his audience (80 to epeak) in vapour, which h. peuro hack upon them in i 
:fiood." 

His Popularity.-Mr. Walter Bagehot, in his "Eaaeyo on Perlia
mentary Reform,» mentioned the ease of & Liberal eau.didate in 1868. who 
!'elDarked, cc When I do not know what to say. I say I Gladstone,' and 
then they are sure to cheer, and I have time to think!' This reliance on· 
Mr. Gladstone's popularity as a resource W88 no uncommon thiDg under 
snoh circumstances, both th,n and for ma.nyyearsafter; and'often seemed 
to nmder argument unnecessary. 

The Lords .. in a Balloon!'-This aayipg was applied freely to 
the Upper House in 1869, in consequence of an expression made use at 
by Mr. Gledatone in the diacuaaion of the Lords' amendments to tho IrisIl 
Church Bill. The following is the _"", "The right honourable 
8"ntlemen aayo truly thet We ought to approach in & epirit of reepect th .. 
amendments made by the House of Lords. As I come to disClISS theln I. 
shall endeavour, and my'colleagues will do t.he same, to conform to that" 
rule. We can bardlyexpect of the Hou .. of Lords tbat they should appre. 
ciate the humble considerations which got'ern the special rela.tions between· 
each member of Perliament and the portion of the British people that b 
zepresents. Fr:om the great eminence on which they sit. they can nd" 
more discuss the minute partic~rs of our t.ransactions than could a mau: 
in a ba.J.loon. Had the House of Lords gone through the experience of 
such an election as the last, it would bo absolutely i,mpossi1>le for them, as 
nonourable politicians, ,to have consented to the clause [in favour of 
... eoncurrent endowment"] which they haTe 'put into this bill." 

The U'pas Tree.-This illustration was uoed by Mr. Gledatone on: 
the occasion of his last address in canvassing the electors of South-West 
Lancashire, at Wigan, Oct. 23, 1868. He aaid, "It is cleer the Church 
<tf Irel:ind offers to us indeed a great qnestion. but even th&~ question is 
l>ut one of & group of questions. There is the Church of Ireland. there is 
the land of Ireland, there is tho education of Ireland; there ere many sub. 
jecta, all of which depend upon one greater than them all; they are all 80 

many brancbaa from one trunk, and that trunk is the tree of what is ea.lled 
Protestant aaeondency. Gentlemen, I look, for one, to this Protestant 
people to put down Protestant ... endancy, which pretenda to eeok ito 
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objects by doing homage to religions truth, and instead of eonsecrating" 
politi .. desecrates religion. It is upon th.t system that we are banded 
together to make war. • • We aim.t the destruction of that system of' 
aecendancy which, though it ha. been crippled and curtailed by former 
measures, y.t still is allowed to exist. It is still there, like a tall tree of 
nonons growth, lifting it. head to heaven and darkening and poisoning 
the land, so far 8S ita shadow ean extend i it is still there, gentlemen, and 
now .t lengih the day has come when, a. we hope, the axe has been laid too 
the root of that tree, and it nodo and quivers from its top to its- b.... It 
wants, gentlemen, ODe stroke more. the stroke of these elections. It will 
then, once for all, totter to its tnll, aud on the day 'When it falls the heart, 
of Ireland will leap for joy." 

Baslur.ess Bebuked.-Mr. Gladstone's comparison of the Irislu 
Church to the upas tree alford.d an opportnnity to a youthful opponent; 
(Lord Edmond Fitzmauric.) to twit him in the Bona. of Com· 
mons in the following 'Way: "II No doubt, if one looked long enough 
at a .tor h. might perenada himself it was a comet; if he-looked long 
enough at a bush, he might persuade himself it was au. upas tree; and if 
he ruminated on a very emall grievance long enough; he mjght per
nade himself it W88 a Tery large on8." To this the Prime Minister 
replied, .. My nobl. fri.nd the member for Calne aaconded this vote of 
ceusure with a modest apology for his own youth and mexperience; but· 

. I would -oay that perhaps that apology W&8 ... rc.ly neooBBarY. We' ere 
awaro tbat in oth.. and darker age. it was tho cnatom of tho old.r 
m.mba .. of the human femil,. to censure and.ven to chasti .. tho youth. 
We live in more onlightened timas, and it may be quite proper that that> 
cUBtom should be DOW reve1'88d; if a new oq16riment is to. be made, I 
know of no one who will try it with greater eatisfaction and confidenoo in 
hie own mind than my noble friend." (Laughter.) 

Imperial Int ..... sts :E'irBt. - In committee on the Education 
Bill in 1871, tha view. of Mr. Gladston.'. Governm.nt were opposed bY' 
a large .. ction of his snpporte .. from the N onconformiat hod,.. among 
them chiefly M.. lIfialJ. On the third reeding of the meaanre, that 
g.ntloman, oomplaining of the want of .onaido .. tion wblch ho thought 
hod beon exhibited toward. hi. fri.nda, d.clared that .. th.y could not. 
ltand this sort of thing mnch longer." Whereupon Mr. Gledston ..... 
and said: II I hope that my honourable friend will not continue his 
IUpport of th~ Government one moment longer than he dGeID.8 it cou
eistent with his sonse of duty and right. Fo. God's oak., Sir, let him 
withdraw it tho moment he thinks it bottor for the canoe ho has at heart. 
that he should do 10. So long .. my honourable friend thinke fit to giv .. 
us his support, we' will eo-operate' with my honourable friend for Oyery 

purpose we haye in clminOll.j but when we think his opinions and 
demands exacting. when we think he looks too much to the section of the 
community he adorus, and too little to tho int .... t. of the people .t ~rge, w. must thon ... oUoot that w. are the Goverument of the Quae .. and 
that tllOse who h,,·o ... umed tllO high reaponaibllity of administering- tb .. 
alfaire of this :Empire must endoavour to forget tho part. in the whole, 
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and must, in the great measures they introduce into the House, pro_ 
to. themselves DO meaner or narrower object than the welfa.ro of th& 
Empire at large!' 

An Impertinent Question.-Mr. Whalley, long member for 
Peterborough, and noted in Parliament for his opposition to the annual 
grant to Maynooth, addressed. • letter to Mr. G1adotone in 1871, ealliDg' 
aq>OD him, on behalf of the cODBtituents or Peterborough, to answer the 
question whether he was a member of the Church of Rome. To this. 
Mr. GIacIstono, thon otoying at Balmoral, replied (quoting the termo of the· 
question addressed. to him): .. I quite agree with th ... of yonr con
atituento, on whooo behalf you address me, in thinking that the question, 
'Whether the Prime Minister of tWo country is • member of tho Church. 
of Rome: and being sueh not only decline. to avow it, but gives through 
a long life ail tha extsrnal signa of belonging to a dilferent communion, 
is " 'question of gieat politicsl' import.once,' &Ud tWo not only 'in tho. 
'present,» but in any possible • condition of the Liberal: or any other 
'party.' For it involves the question whether he is the basest creature in 
tha lringdom which he has " ohare in ruIing; and inotout ejectment from 
his office would be the ama.1le.t of the punishments he would deserve. IE 
I han oaid tWo much upon the preoent subject, it has been out of poreonaI 
respect to you. For I am entirely convinced that, while tha question you 
have put to me is in troth an inoulting one, you have put it only from 
having failed to notice its trno char&cter; since I have oboerved, dnring 
.an experience of many years, that even when you undertake the most 
sta.riling duties, you perform them, in the gentlest and most considerate, 
m&DD.er." 

De Abolition of l'urchaae in the A:rm7.-Tho Army Regu
\ation Bill of Mr. GIacIstono'. Government, which abolished the purchase. 
system, passed by only a narrow majority in the House of Commons on 
tha third reading, on tha Srcl of July, 1871; an adve... motion by Mr. 
Gm .... being defeated by 239 to 231. In. the Honse of Lords, on the 17tl» 

'of July, the eocond reading waarefnsed by 155 to 130. On the 20th, Mr .. 
GIacIstono, in reply to • question by Sir George Grey, said that legally 
'there was no purchase except under the -Queen's Regulations on the 
""bjoct; and the Gonmment had resolved to recommend the Queen to. 
cancel tho Royal warrant under which purehaoe W&B ailo"ocL That advic .. 
had ·been &coepted by her Majeoty, a new warrant had beon framed, and 
from tha 1st of November purchase. in the army would be abolished. H .. 
said the Government had no other object in view but simplicity, despatch,. -
and the observance of eODBtitutionaJ. usage--a. statement which was met 
with loud cries of: U Oh I" and counter-cheers. On the Slst of J nly. on . 
tha second reading of the Army Componoetion Bill, the followiog resolu
tion poooed the Honse of Lords by 162 to. 82: .. Thot tWo Honse, in 
_tiug to tha .... nd reading of this bill, desires to express its opinion'. 
that tha interposition of the Exooutil"O, dnring tha progreM of a m.....r., 
aubmitted to Parliament by har Majesty'. Government, in order to attain. 
by tha oxe .. ioo of tha prerogative, and without the aid of Parliament, the' 
principol object included in that moaouro, is calculated to depreciate and. 
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Deutraliae the Independont action of the Legislature. and is strongly to b • 
..,ondemnad; and this HOURe ...... ts to the _and .. adlng of this bill onJy 
in order to aecnre the officers of her Majesty's army the compensation to 
"hieb they are ODtit1od consequent on the abolition of purebass in the 

oarmy." 
.6. Scene with his Constituents.-One of the most otrikiag 

-scenes in Mr. 'Gladstone'. career occurred when btl met an onormous 1Il8S8 

.of hie constituents and others at B1ackheatb, in October, 1871. His 
Ministry had been waning in popn1arity, and many of the people of 
Greenwieb had been cepeclally angered against him, by rednctione JDAd8' 
'in the dockyard eslBblishments of W oolwieb and e1eewhere. After a fe .. 
warda from one of hie anpportsra, whieb were inaudible. Mr. GladetoDe 
came forward ba ... headed to addroee the crowd. amid wbat a wnw in the 
JJfJ1i1y N .... deecribed ao "a fearful tempest of din. .From all around the 
skirts of the crowd roee a something between a groan and a howL So Ii ..... 
woe it thet for .. little space it might laugh to scom the burst of ebooring 
-that strove to ovarmaotsr it. The battle raged between the two sounds, 
and looking straight upon the ""cited crowd stood Mr. Gladetone, calm, 
resolute, patient. He prosently gained a hearing. and long before he had 
-finished he had .. enthralled hie audience, thet impatient disgnet wae 
expressed at the handful who still eontinned their abortive e!forts at 
intsrruption." Mr. GladetoDe concluded his spaech by a paeeage .. hieb 
is amoug the most ehar .. tsriotic of his style: "Gentlemen, I oha\l go 
"from this meeting. having given yon the bast .. count of my position in 
my feeble power, within the time and under the circumstanees of the 
day~l shall go from this meeting strengthened by the comfort of your 
Jrlndnesa and your indnlgenee to reanme my humhle ohare in public 
1.bonre. No motive will more operate upon me in stimulating me to the 
-diechargo of duty than the gratitude with which I look hack upon the, 
I believe, unexampled cirenmstanceeunder whieb yon made!lne your 
reprosentetive. But I oha\l endeavour-l oha\l make it mt ho_to 
·show thetgretitudeIeee by words of idle compliment or hollow flattsrython 
by a manfnl endeavour. aceordlng to the meaonre of my gifts. humble ae 
they may be, to render service to a Queen who liv .. In the hearts of the 
people, and to a nation, with ~ to whieb I wiIl .. y that through aU 
posterity. whether it he praised or whether it be blamed, whether it be 
aoquitted or whether it be condemned, it will be ooquitted or condemned 
upon this isane, of having made a good or a bad noe of the moot splendid 
. opportunitiee; of having turned to proper account. or failed to tum to 
.account, the powe ... the energies, the facmltieo which >'&Ilk the people 
.of this little island among the few great nations that have otsmped their 
'name and 84!01lred their fame amongst the greateat nations of the world." 

:Political Quacb. - It was in hie addroee to the Greenwich 
-ele.tor •• t Blackheoth, in 1871, that Mr. Gladstone observed: "Let the 
Government lahour to ito utmost; let the Legislature labour days and 

'nights in your BOrvi.e; but, aftsr the very best baa been attelned and 
achieved. the question whether the English father is to be the father of • 

:happy family and tile eentre of a·united home i. a qu .. tiop. which must 
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depend maiDly upon himself. And thoo. who pl"OpOSO to' you, "hOtmll' 
· they may be, schemes like those seven points of whioh I have spoken; 
th ... who promise to tho d .... ll.rs in towns thot ."ory GUO of th.m ohaJl 
have a house &Ild garden in free air with ampl. opac.; thooo. who toll 
you thot th.re shall be mark.ts for oolliDg at wholesale price. retaU 
quantities-I won't say th.yare impostors, becenoo no doubt they are 
ainoere; but I will say they are qnacke." 

A Minister's I1uty.-" It is the duty of a Ministsr to mnd like .. 
....n of adam&Ilt between the people and the Sovereign!'-Sp ... " at 
liaIr.ton, N"". 14., 1868. 
~ of Minorities~In a debate 00 the seoond reading of 

·the Irish Land Bill, in 1870, Mr. Giadstooe (then Prim. Miliister) dropped 
a. reJll&l'k in reference to the conduct of some of his opponents, which 
was destined to receive forcible illustration in the House 8 few years later .. 
"The oppression of a majority," said he, "ia detest&ble and odious. 
The oppreaeion of a minority i. only by one degree Ie .. de_ble and 
odious." . . 

A Touching Speech.-On the rejection of Mr. GIadstooe's Irish 
University scheme in 1873, Mr. Forster wrote as follow. in his diary:, 
"M.,..,h 13.-Cabinet again at twelve. Decided to resign. Gladston .. 
made us quite a touohing little speech. Re begen playfully. This waa 
the last of some 150 Cabinets or so, and he wished to say to his ooIleagnes 
with what • profound gratitude '_.- And he.. he completely brak .. 
down, &Ild could say nothing, except thot he would not enter 00 the detaila. 
Te&r8 came to my eyes, and we were aJl touehed." 

Home Bule a.nd Ilisintegration. -On the occasion of Mr. 
GIadstooe's visit to Aberdeen, during his premiership in 1871, to have 

· the freedom of the city conferred upon him, he ma.de Bome remarks on the 
.ubject of Rome Rule, and said thot, if it were established in Ireland, 
people would ha equally entitled to it in Sootland. Re added: "More. 
over, I protest on behalf of Wa.les, in which I have lived a good deal, aud 

· where the .. are 800,000 people, who to this dey, such is their sentiment 
of nationaJity. speak herdly anything but their own Celti. tongue-a 
larger number then spsak the Celti. tongns, I apprehend, in Scotland, and 

· a larger Ilumber then speak it, I apprehend,. in Ireland~1 protest on 
behalf of Wales thot they are entitled to Home Rule there. Can any 
aeDSible man, can any rational man, suppose that- at this time of day, in 

· this condition of the world, we· are going to disintegrate the great 
capitel institutione of this country, for the purpooo of making ourool"OB 

· ridiculous in the Bight of ell mankind, and crippling any power we 
pooesee for bestowing benefits through legislation upon the inhabitants ot 

· Ireland P ,; 
:Local Govermnent in lrelBDd.-A .. Telescopic" Speech.

'In tho debats on the Addreae, Feb. 7, 1882, in speaking to an amendment 
mom by Mr. P. J. Smyth (Tipperary), Mr. Gladetono made 80me relll&l'ke 

· which created a great impression among members of all parties. He 
oaid: "We (the Government) attach thegrestest value to the extension_ 
-perhaps I ought almost to •• y to the eetablishment-of lb. principle of 
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·jocal government in Ireland. We agree that one ol the great evils under 
which that country labo1ll'8 is the want of loo&! administration and 
.... tr&!isation ol authority • We believe that tha state ol Ireland never 
..... be aatiafactory until its people have learned, by tradition and practice, 
-to exercise those powers of local government which are 80 beneficial in 
.other portions ol tha country. • • The honourable gentleman tha 
member for King's County (Mr. Molloy) and tha honourable gentleman 
<the member for County Limerick (Mr. O'Sullivan) heve recommended 
that arrangements should be mode to enable an Irish legislative authority 
to deal with Irish affairs. They have declared their adhesion to the 

·integrity ol the Empire, and their deeire that Imperial queetiono should 
..,ontin ... to be treeted in an Imperial Parliament, in which Ireland should 
be repreeantod. Sir, so far as th .. e declarati0118 go, I do not think there 
.is anything to which exception can justly be taken. But those gentlemen 
.have, at the aame time, shown how diJferently they coll8true tha ... orda 
,.hich th87 themselves have UBOd. I will not undertake to &8y at what 
decision·this Honae might arrive, provided a plan wore before it under 
,.hich the loo&! affaire ol Ireland could be, by some claar and definite 
line, separated from the Imperial a1faira ol Ireland. But neither th ... 
.gentlemen, nor, 80 far 88 I knoW'. Mr. Butt before them, or Mr. Q'CODDell 
lIefore him, ever distinctly explained, in an intelligible and practical fo_ 
the manner in which the real knot ol this queetion was to be untied. The 
principle upon which they prol ... to proceed is, that purelylriah matter. 
.are to be dealt with by a purc1ylriah authority-Imperial mattere to be 
left to an Imperial authority, in which, ae I have &aid, Ireland should be 
.repraeented. But thay have not told us by what authority it is to be 
-determined which matters, taken ODe by one, are Irish, and which matters 
.are Imperial. Until, Sir, they lay before the Honae a plan in which they 
go to tha veiy bottom ol tha subject, and give us to understand in what 
manner that division ol jurisdiction is to be aecompliahed, a .practical 
-eonaideretion ol this subject cannot really be arrived at; and, foJ: my own 
part, I kno ... not how any e1fective judgment upon it eon be prenounecd. 
But ol one thing I am ... ell eonmeed-that neither this Honse ol 
Commons, nor any Honae which may sucoecd it, will at any time _t 
to any meaBUre by which the one paramount central authority, n........,. 
lor holding together in perfect union and oompectn ... this great Empire, 
...... poaaibly be in tha elighteat degrea impeired." (Cheere.)-Th ... 
obaervati0118 were thus commented upon, the following evening, by Mr. 
Gibson (member for Dublin Univereity): .. It had been &aid that the 
Prime Minister ..... misunderetood. Th.t" .. the fate ol many people; 
~ut he must .. y that to him the apeech ol the right honourable gentleman 
meant anything 01' nothing. It".. a apeech ol & vert tc1 .... pi • 
.oharacter, capeble of being pulled out 01' shut up at will, as it was 
intended it should be read. The Prime Minister ..... really on velvet in -
t.he matter. He oould "y, on the one hand, 'I .l1e_ &aid a word in 
favour of Home Rule;' and, on the other, could point to warda "hiob 
.... med to oonvey that he would consider, in a bread and catholio spirit, 
any proposition in that direction which might be mad.. .A.a there ....,e 



WILLUM BWAlU' GLADSTONB. 86? 

=0111"8 of dissolution in tho air, it wos, perhaps, intended that tho speeoh 
. 'Should be read in various ways." 

lIIIinority Bepresenta.tion. - Aga.memnon's Tomb. - In a 
speech f,o the Nottingham Liberal Union, in September, 1877, Mr. Gled. 
stone said: "There has been. great deal said in l&te years in Parliament 
by gentlemen who think it is very desirable that there should be .. repre
sentation of minorities. a.nd varioua methods have been proposed for 
<leC111'ing that representation; but there is one method which appeara to 
me by far the hast, aod that W88 the one adopted for the laot election for 
Nottingham. Yon had get two ploc .. to fill, and you tried to put four 
men into them. I do not know if any of YOll will be surprised .t illY 
.introducing the subject, but you will 800n see the purpoae of it: A 
.friend of mine named Dr. Schlie"""", has been in Greece, 8lld has dng 
up BOme extraordinary tombs, and haa f01lD.d skeletons and rem&ins of 
hnman bodiss in those tombs. Be .. ys the tombs are thoae of Agamemnon 
""d his companioll8, and he fo""d amongst oth.rs the bon •• of 8ll _ 
crdina.rily tsll man; but how long do you think the tomb is P-live feet 
two. So Dr. Schliemanu .. ys it is a most extraordinary thing that, having 
this enormously tsll man to bury, they should have put him in • tomb ouly 
:live feet two inches in length. That conveys to my mind something like 
the proposition adopted at Nottingham. You have get live feet two 
.inches of parliamentary space allotted to you, and you attempt to put in 
that which reqnirs. ten feet apses. Well, gentlemen, when you have to 
de&l with political a.:ffairs, recollect, I beseech you, Dr. Schliem&DD. and his 
-tombs, and do not endeavour to put into pla.ees made for two men the 
bodies of four men, fOl' if you do, you will never get them into it, and 
while yon are debating and bothering about how to do it, .omebody el&e 
will come up with two men and pnt them in. • • I entr.ea.t you to 
think of theae matters, and, if I may nae the expression, to throw yonr 
opinions as Liberals into one common stock. Do not let us dwell ucla,.. 

. .sively or over much upon a partieula.r thing that we ourselves may dee~ 
to be the most important. Remember the wise saying of Mr. Bright. 
Mr. Bright has said a great many wise thiDgs. and one of them w&o that 
the policy of Liberalism, 88 .. whole, onght to have regard, .nd mllBt have 
:regard, to tho ave1'8j(e opinion of the party. If yeu think that the average 
opinion does not ge far enongb, why then it is your individual duty to 
poke it from bshind and mnk. it ge forward. But do not meantime 
-qnarrel about it, for if you do, you will repeat what I call the story of Dr. 
Scbliemann and the tomb of AgameDlDon." 

The :&:01188 of Commona a School of DiscipliD8.-At a diane, 
<>f the 1oI.titution of Civil Engineers, in 1878, Mr. Gledstone responded 
to the toest of the Bonae of Commous, and in the conres of his remarke 
sid, .. I may spcsk of the Bonae as a echool of discipline for those who 
enter it. In my opinion it is a- school of u.traordinary power and efficacy, 
and I am qualilied to say 80 from haring 88t ther., I believe, longer, as & 

man actively engaged in a political C&l'eer and in official life, th.an any o~ 
who has e\~er sat within those walla, 'With the single exception of Lord 
Palme .. ton. It is a great and 110ble school for the creation of all th,a 
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qualiti .. of foree. Snppleneos. and versatility of intellect. AmI. it is also, 
permit me to say. a great moral school It is & school of tempe.; for if 
In Parliament anyone unhappily goes aetray in point of tempe •• rely npon 
It he will not be five minutes olde. befo .... be has found out his mistak&. 
(Laughter.) If any of you a .... BO uofortuuate as to know a member of th .. 
Houae of Commons .... ho has taken a leading part in its business .... h .... 
tempe. is not good. depend upon it. if h& had not been in the Houos of 
Oommons it would have been a gmat deal 11'0.... (Laughte •• ) It is also 
" school of patience. A man who is disposed to learn patience there will 
find plenty of opportuoities when, having been BJDitten on one cheek, h .. 
may turn the other cheek to the smite. if he is BO dispOBed. It is a Bchool 
of honour; for it is a place in which many small, mean, shabby advantages 
m., betaken from the circumstances of the moment, though, perhaps, to 
be afterwMds regmtted. And it is a school of justice; for no one can 
be engaged in the coustant exe.ci .. of political controversy without being 
~xposed to the constsnt temptation to abate somewhat of the esnctifying 
integrityllnd homage-which ia dne from us all to truth, and. with more or 
lesa wilfnlness, more or less unCODSCi01lSJl9SS, to deviate from justice in 
Btating hiB own argument and in dealing with that of his opponent." 

An .&g;.tator.-On the occasion of the formetion of a Liberal 
Palmeraton Clnb by Bome of the unde.graduates at Oxford. in 1878, 
Mr. Gladstone declal'tld that it was then Lord Beaconsfield'B will that 
took e1fcet in the policy of the Government, and from time to tim .. 
succeeded in hrin.,..;"g the country into danger. He added that. "to his 
own great pain, end with infinite reluctance. bnt under the fall and etrong -
conviotion, h& might eay. of politieal old age. for the peat eighteen montha 
he might be aaid to have played the part of an agitator. His purpose had 
been to the heat of his power. day and night, week by week. month by 
month, to eounterwork .... hat he believed to be the purpceaa of Lord 
Beaoonafield." 

.. On the StuD1p."-Lord Shafteehury wrote in February. 1874-
-during the general election: ,U It is a new thiDg, and a very serious thing. 
to ... the Prime Minieter • on the stump.' SUl'tlly th .... is 80melittle d ... 
to dignity of position. But to see him running from Greenwich to 
Blackheath. to Woolwich. to New C ..... to every place where & harrel can 
-be set up, is more like i?unch than the Premier." 

The Besponsibilities of Britisla Boule.-In his first addl't!ea to 
-the elcetore of Midlothian. at Edinburgh in November, 1879. Mr. Glad. 
atone thue spoke of the rosponsibilitiee reating upon the Government and 
the people of Great Britain, .. This empire is an empire th~ daily calla of 
wh ... immense rosponsibilitiea task and overlaak the energies of the ableat 
of har oIataamen. There is not a country in the history of the "orld 
that has undertaken what "e have undertaken; and when I aay what .. e 
have undottaken. I do Dot moan what the proson't Govornment have under
taken~t I will 80me to by-and-by-but what Englaod in its tradi· 
tlonal eetahliohod policy and poaition h.. undertaken. There is no 
p .... dent in human history for a formetion like the British Government, 
-6. amall island at one extremity of tho globe peoplea the whole earth with 
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ita colonies; but it is not satisfied with that. It goes am<mg tha aneisnt 
raeeo of Asia, and it subjeets 240.000.000 to its rule there. AI<mg with 
all this, it disseminAtes over the 'World a commerce such as DO imagination 
.ver ooneeived in former tim.., and such .. no poet ...... painted. ADd 
all this it bas to do with a strength that lies within the narro .. limits of 
these shores; not a strength that I disparage; on tho contrary. I wish to 
diesipats. if I ..... the idle dreams of thoee who .... always toJIiDg yon that 
the strength of England d.p8D~otimoa tho,. oa,.. upon its prestige; 
8Ometimeo the,. sa,. •. upon its _ding it. empire, and upon whot it l""'
...... beyond th ... shores. ReI,. upon it, the strength of Great. Britain 
and Ireland is within the United Kingdom. Whatever is to be dono i>.. 
defending and governing thooe nat colonies with thoir teeming milliODS, 
in -protecting that uomoasured eommeroe. in relation to the enormous 
reeponoibilitieo of Iodia-.. h.teyer is to be dODO muot bo dono h,. the 
force derived from yon and from your children; derived from ,.on and 
,.our fellow-e1eetors in the land; from ,.OU and the citizens and people of 
this eouotry'. ADd whot are the,. P Th.,. are oomo throe ..... d-thirt;r 
milliono of peroono; tho,. are a population \eaa than the population of 
Fran ... I ... than tho population of Austria, leal! than the population of 
German,., loao than the population of R1l88is. But the populationo of 
Franee, Auotria, German,.. and Ruaais find it quite herd onoogh to oott\e 
thoir own matters within their own limite. W. hove undertaken to oott\e 
tho affaire of a fourth, or nearl,. a fourth, of tbe entire human .... 
ooattered over the world. . . Wh,. dooe not this satief:r the ambition 
of the momboro of the prseont Governmeut P I affirm, &triyo and labour 
sa ,.on wiII--I apeak after the oxparionee of a lifetime, of which • fair 
portion bas boon spent in offi-mive and labour .. ;ron will, in Parlia
ment and in office. human strength and human thOllght are not equaI to 
the dischargo of the dutiaa appertaining to Government in this groat, 
wonderful. and world-wide .mpire.-

Some Vie .... as to the VDioa..-At LivorpooIduriDghia .... vaaa 
for South-Woat Lancaohiro (Oct. 14, 1868). Mv. Gladatone, ret.Tring 
to the Fonisn movement, quotei with approve! oomo remarks mado h,. 
)fr. D'A.re;r M'Gh .. at MontToal • fo .. montho before. Tho,. we ..... 
folIo .... , .. ETO'7one .... and fooIa that, "hila England lifto her .. hite 
eIi1fa above the wa~ she em DeTer BU1fer a rival Gonmment. a 
hoatilo Government, to bo oat up on tho other aido of hOT. Whatever the 
aapirationo of Irioh autonom,.. tho Unioil is an inoxonble political -t,.. 
ae mexorable for EDgland 88 for Ireland.." (lIr . .M:'Ghee was ess,seinaied 
BOOn after tho exproosion of th ... opiniono.) ADd in tho speech doliVO!6d 
at AbOTdoon in 1871 (p. 365), )fr. Gladatono, tonchiDg on the aama 
oubjoet, hod onforeed hia argomonte b,. tho remark that " Yon would 
expect, whon it is eaid that the Imporial Parliament is to be hIOksn 
up, that at tho VO'7 loaat a .... should bo made ont showing th ........... 
groat oubjoeta of poli.,.. and greM domando neeeesa". for the walfare of 
IroIand, which rep!6aODtativoo of Ireland hod uoited to ask, and which 
tho re_tativea of England. Seotland, and Waloa hod united to refuse. 
Then is no ouch grioTonee. Then is nothing that Ireland bas oaked and 

BB 
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which t·his country and this P.,.liam.nt have refused. . • What .... 
the inequaliti.. of England and Ireland P I declare th.t I know non •• 
exc.pt that th.re .... certain Wes etill remaWing which .... l.vied over 
Englishmen and Scotchmen and which are not levied over Irishmen; 
and, likewise, there are certain purposes for which public money is freely 
given in Ireland. and for which it is not given in England and Scotland." 

"Practical Politic .... -In on. of his Midlothioo spe.ch .. (at 
D&1keith, Nov. 26.1879) Mr. Gladstone need th.following .... ordo, "Down 
to the y .... 1865. and the diaeolution of that y..... the whole question of 
the Irish Church was dead; nobody c8J"Od for it, nobody Ji"id attention to 
it. In England circumatancea occurred which drew the attention of the 
people to the Irish Church. I had myeelf. in 1865. eaid I believed it wae 
out of the ra.ng. of practie&1 politics; that is to oay. the politico'of the 
coming .lection. When it came to thio-that • gaol in the heart of the 
metropolia ...... broken open, under eireumetancea which drew the attention 
of the English people to the etate of Ireland; and when in Maneheater a 
policeman was murdered in the execution of his duty. at on .. the whole 
country b.cam. a1iv. to Irish questions. and the question of the Irish 
Church revived. It came within the rang. of practie&1 politi ... " 

•• lLeasonable Distance."-Mr. Gladstone's words in July, 1880, 
with respect to the condition of Ireland as approximating to that of eiril 

. war, were differently reported, II measurable distance" being given 88 

his .xpreoeion by eome of the journala. The following; however. is the 
phraae as record.d in "Hans...d," with its context. On the thiM reading 
of the Compensation for Disturbanee Bill, Mr. Gladston. eaid, "It baa 
never been simply the amount of dietreoo on which we have founded the 
juetification of the bill. It baa been the amount of dietreoo as eonnocted 
with the government of Ireland, &Dd as creating difficulti .. in the govern· 
ment of Ireland. which have brongbt lIB, I will not oay to the verge of 
eivil ....... but I will ... y within • reason.ble diatsn .. of that c.tastroph .... 

lII[:r. Gladstone and the Irish r.eac1era.-In a speech at Liver
pocl, Oct. 27. 1881. Mr. Gladoton. said. with reference to the Irish 
leaders, .. The immedi.te object which is proposed is rapinlt-I don't call 
it by any other name. . . It is a great issue j it is a conflict for the 
'Very first and e1ementsry principles upon which civil eociety is con· 
stituted. It is idle to talk of .ith.r law or order. or liberty or religion or 
eiviliaation. if th ... gentlemen .... to carry through the reckless &Dd 
.haotio schemes that they bave devised. Rapine is their first. but rapine 
is not their only obj.ct. It is p.rf.ctlytme tbat th ... gentlem.n wish to 
m .... h throngb rapine to the disintegration and dism.mberm.nt of th. 
empire. and. I am sorry to sa1. even to the plaoing of different pMts of 
th. empire in direot hostility one with the other. That is the issue in 
which W8 a.re en~" Earlier in the same month. in a speech at Leeds 
(Oct. 7). Mr. Gladstone had also remarked, .. For nearly the first time in 
the hietory of Christendom. a body or small body of men h.ve arisen who 
.... not asham.d to preach in Ireland tb. doctrine of public pluuder. I 
mob thot CW/l9 adtisedly in the eituation whIch I hold; and I shall ask 
70u to judge with me wh.th.r it is not wrung from me by demonstratino 
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..,vidence, and by the hard ..... ssiti .. of the case. I take. as repreeenting 
the opinions I denoUDce, the Il&Dl8 of a gentleman of considerable ability. 
Hr: Parnell, the member for Cork.....-a. gentlem&D., I will admit, of con-
13iderable ability, but whose doctriuea are really Buch as need no incouaider
able ability to recommend th.m. ; • I will frankly tak. the case of 
Mr. Parn.1l as ezhibiting to you what I mean when I say. that the .tate 
.,f things in Irelsnd is .oming to be .. question between the law on th • 
. one hand and sheer la.wlessness on the other!'-In little more than four 
y .... afterwards. the speaker was in aIlian.., with Mr. P&rnBIl and his 
followers in his measures for II Home Rule" in lrela.nd. 

II Besignat10D." -Mr. Gladstone's Midloth.ia.n II campe.ign/' as he 
lUmseIf termed it. and his snhssquent reca11 to power as Premier in 1880. 
lent additionsl interest to the terms in which, som. yo ... before. h. bed 
expresssd his own inclinstion for retirement. In March, 1874. after the 
election of a new Parliament and the unexpected return of a Oonservativ. 
majority. entailing the resignstion of Mr. Gladstone's Gov.rnm.nt, h. 
thus wrote to Earl Granville. who bed lilled the office of Foreign 
S.cretary in his Administration: "For a vari.ty of reasons personsl 
to myee1f. I could not contemplate any tmlimited .xtension of active 
polities! .ervice; and I am aoxious that it should b. e!sarly under' 
stood, by thoes friends with whom I hav. ectad in the direction of affairs, 
that at my age I must reserve my entire freedom to div .. t mysolf of all 
the responsibilities of leadership at no distant tim.. The neod of root will 
prevent me from givinv. more than oceasional attendance in the House 
of Oommons during tho _nt .. ssion. I should be deeirous. shortly 
before the commen.ement of the session of 1875. to coneidsr whether 
there would be adva.nt&ge in my placing my services for a. time at the 
disposal of the Liberal party. or whether I should th.n .laim .x.mptiOll 
from the duties I have hith.rto diachsrged. If, how.ver. th.re should be 
reasonebl. grounds for beli.ving that. instead of the course whi.h I have 
sk.tehed, it would be preferable. in the vi .... of the party generally. for 
me to assume a.t once the place of a.n independent member, I should 
willingly adopt th.latter. alternative." Agsin in JanlW"Y. 1875. be wrote 
(also to Earl Granvill.): "I ... no public advantags in my continuing to 
act as tho lead.r of tho Liberel party; and at the age of aixty-fiv •• and 
after forty-two y .... of .. laborious publio life, I think myself .ntitlsd to 
.. tire on the present opportUDity. This retirement is diotated to m. by 
my personal vi.ws as to tho best method of sp.nding the closing ysers of 
my lif.... In coneoquenoe of Mr. Gladston.·s wish. thus otrangly.xpreBBOd, 
tha m.mb ... of the Liberel party. after sev.reI .onf.ren.... d.termined 
to invite the Marquis of Hartington to aesnme the leadership of the 
Oppo~ition in the House of Commons . 

.. H .... ds Olf."-In April, 1880. tho speoial correspoodent of a 
German n.wspaper gsve an soconnt of an intervi .... with Mr. Glad
aton. during that gentleman's contest in Midlothian, and represented him 
as having mads the following, among othor remarks: "I d.test ev.ry. 
thing that reminds us of interference with nationalitie. that hav. to be 
freed from thraldom. The liberated Slavic r&088 should hav •. ~ oppor. 
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tuDity to build up a future for themselv ... and their territory m1l8t not bl> 
sunexed by others. Whoeoever 1IJlderstands the meaning of the Eng1is1o 
phrase 'H&nde oft· will be able to underst&D.d my line of policy. What I 
&tatod in respect to the Eestern Queetion, and the poli.,. followed by 
AUBtria [alluding to a epeecb strongly condemning thet policy 1. I waa in. 
duty bound to &tato. I am the watchful deg thet berks. A good watch. 
dog is bound to do his duty.. I do not permit d1l8t to be thrown _ 
matters may take another turn, thet is pcaaib1&-but I ... peat, I am the 
watchful dog thet barks! I greatly edmir& the patriotism of the A11Stri&n 
people, and esteem the progrsae.loviug Government of AUBtria; but, I eay 
again, hande olf from other people'. territory. 

Bep17 to ... O1feDSive Speech.-In FebrtJ&ry, 1882, Mr. Gled. 
etoue W88 TOry mueh provoked by some ... marks mode by one of th .. 
Irish members. Mr. Biggar eoid, it .eemed that the Prime Mimiater had 
lotely desired his Bon, the junior member for Leeds (Mr. Herbert Gled. 
atone), to gain som. experi ....... and the young hopeful (criOs of 
.. Sbeme ") th .... upon went to Irsloud to ouperiuteud the evi.tion of 
mortunate tenants who w.re unable to pay their ... nt. As th.y bod it on 
the authority of the heed of the Government that a &Bnton.. of eviction 
W88 equiD1ent to a _tonce of deeth, t h ..... ommended the youthful 
gentleman to endeavour to aoeurs the reversion of Marwood'. (the hang. 
man's) position. Mr. G1adstcne replied, with warmth, .. Perhaps the 
remarks whieh the honourable member for Oavan boo juet uttered are 
h&rdIy worthy of notice. (Oheen.) If my oon, the honourable member 
for Leeds, bod baan in his p!&ce, 1 should have iaft it to him to 
tell the honourable gentleman whether be W88 a 'young hopeful' or not. 
However. I will obeerv. to the honourehia member. for his information. 
that the ordinary-indeed, the uniform-practi ...... of rolder. men in 
the Houee boo been to &!ford .. kindly welcome to young men. More. 
over. in thereeeption of young men, I have never bean able. to trace 
any dilferenoe between one side of the Houee and the other: I lesVl> 
it to the honourabl. mam~ perhaps it will be the principal dis. 
tinction that his P&r1iementory career will eonfer-that he baa broken 
that tradition, and ehoaon to epeak of a yonng member, in the abeance of 
that young membar, aa • 'young hopeful.' With regard to 'the other 
allusion of the honourable gentleman. whieh W88 brutal in its eharscter, I 
will take no notice whatever of it, except to eay that I do not believe thare 
ia one man among the members who Bit around the honourable member, 
and generally vote and epeak with him, that will riee in his pI ... either to 
IUSt&in or apalogiee for that reference. I leave it to the hononrabl .. 
gentleman himself to judga whether. after what baa ooourred, be will 
.'Preea regrst for the worde whioh fell from him. It is matter, perhaps, 
more for himeeIf than for anybody elee. He a.iao oaid that the hooour
able member for Leeds went to Ireland to IlUparintond evi.ti ..... 
With reference to thet, I need Guly aey that it Is •• tatement entirely 
devoid of foundstion. as the honourable mamber for Leeds went to 

• Comp&rlud8l' Boebuok, II Teu 'am." t Sea neD page. 
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Ireland in no oJIiclal capacity wbate ...... "-Mr. Richardson (member 
for Armagh OO1IDty) said ba would not attempt tAl apologise for the 
honourable member for Cavan, but ba would remark that j1lllt before· 
leaving heland he ..... the old schoo1meeter of the honourable gentJe.. 
inan, who 8%preesed a hope that the H01lS8 woulol not be tA>o hard 
<Ill him, for ba had alwaya been a Y8r1 naughty and troublesome boy. 
{Laughter.) 

Irish lIv:icti ...... -Mr. Gladstone'. allusion tAl evictions in heland 
l!&ving been frequentl,. quoted. he tA>ok an opportunity. in the H01IS8 
d Commons (June l2, 1882) tAl make the following 8%pianation: "I 
wish tAl sa,. that it is entirel.,- under a misapprehension that the opinion is 
.&aid tAl ba.... been expressed b,. me that a sent.mce uf eviction was • 
lIODt.mee uf deeth. WW I said was that in m,. own judgment, rightl,. 
..", wrungl,. as it ma,. be, taking into aeeoont all the eireumstances uf the 
time, and the condition uf all but famine in .. hich a number uf people 
.... ere, it oou1d he DO great matter uf surprise if from their point uf vie ... 
sent.m .. uf eviction appeared to be a asnt.mee uf death. It was not m,. 
-opinion, but I said it .. ould be DO great wonder if that was their opinion.u 

-Mr. T. P. O'Connor preeentl,. asked .... hether. on the aecond reading uf 
1.he Compensation Bill in 1880. the Prime Minister did not 1IS8 th ... words 
.(reading from "Hansard'. Debatoe "): "It is DO euggeratinn to &&,.. 
in a oountry where the agricultural pursuit is the oul,. pursuit. and .. here 
the me&ll8 uf the pa;ymeut uf rent are entirel,. destroyed for the time h:r the 
"risitatinu of Pmvidanee. that the poor occupier _,. in th ... circumstaneea 
regaxd the santenee uf.evictiOll .sooming. for him, ver:r near to a asnten .. 
uf starvation. • • In the failure uf the crops. crowned b,. the )'B8J" 1879, 
the Bet uf God had repleeed the Irish occupier in the oondition in .... hich he 
.stood before the Land Act. Beeanse .... bat had he to eontemplate P He 
had to contemplate eviotion for non-pa;yment uf rent. and, aa a ........ 
quen.. uf eviction, starvation." He wished to kno .... whether the Prime 
lIinister did not deelare that a senten.. uf eviction was equivaient10 
a santenee uf starvation. To this Mr. Gladstone replied: "I ..... 
apeakiDg from mom...,.. and I am sorr:r to sa.,. that m.,. mem...,. is not 
... good as it on....... As to the first quotation, I ma,. sa,. that m,. 
.speeeh was reported and printed without m.,. _ea. but it is 
81lbstantiall.,. ...... te. As to the seeond passage, I heve no hesitation in 
sa:yiDg that it 8%preose& m,. opinion with great exactitude. What is 
,etai.ed also in the first passage entite1,. corresponds with what I bave said 
j1l8t DOW." 

Debate. on the Addre8 •• -In the oourse uf the debate on the 
AddJoess in Januar:r. 1881. whioh was oontinned during eleven nighta. 
Mr. Gladstone protoeted against ita prolongation, and said: .. The good 
&mae uf Parliament. and the praetieal tum which has governed, and 
:I hops will aiway.·gove .... the politieal mind of this country. bave esta
blished it as a role. almost without exoeption, that the addr ... to the 
throna in anawer to the epaech with which the .... ion is opsned ohall ba 
brought to a eonclusion .. rapidly as poseible. And I venture to &&,.. if 
that praetiee is to he broken down-if the speeeh from the throna itaelf. 



87" ANEODO'l'AI. HIS'l'OBY OJ! PmLIAlUiN'l'. 

instead of being a convenient, decorous, &lid dignified method of meetiDg' 
between the Sovereign &lid the people,&IId of initiating the busineee at 
the OOosiOD, in ev"'Y intimation it conTOy&-if thet speech itoelf is to be 
made. the subjeot of lengthened &lid renowed debets and of diversified 
amendments in this House, it will beoomo DO better tha.n • pnblio 
nnisanC8, &lid it will be for the advantage of the oonntry thet it ohould be 
wholly cIioeontinnod.. • • I mnot oxpreoo a hope thet this debeto is 
applOllChing, and rapidly applOllChing, to its cl.... This is not a mere 
debeting .... mbly: it is a deliberative .... mbly. It is an aooemblT 
which 1"0880lIO in order to conclude and to aot: &lid the House has a right> 
to oxpeet from its membero thet, instead of pravonting it from fulfilling
this funeticm, they oholl aosiot thooe who ... oharged with the coudnot of. 
the businooo of the H..... in endoaT01lring to dispooe of that graTO &Dol 
oomplioated task with all the doopetch which the di1Iioulty and gravity of 
the matter may admit." 

... 1Trgency" "",4 :Liberty of Speech.-on the 3rd of February, 
1881, Mr. Gladotene brought forward a 1'8IIOIution intended to check 
obotrnction and' to facilitste the progreoo of businooo in tho House, by 
allowing "urgency" t to be moved by the Government: and, on thaft· 
motion being carried by a majority of not 10 .. tha.n threa to one in • 
H ..... of 300 mombera, the question before the Honos to be put without 
debete. In the oouroo of his ......... ks h. &aid: .. Baa the H..... .ver· 
ccmaidored wbet are the daya end honro at our command P Firat,let it be 
&aid that it is Dot a charge of indoleu .. that ocmld ever be brought against 
the British H ..... of Commons. It is oonf ... ed on all lumda-I da nos 
apeak of this Parliament, but of all-that there is no logislaIJ.ve aaosmblT 
in the ..... Id that works itoelf au pitileealy, 80 relentleosly, .. the Britiabr 
H ..... of Commune. U that be 00, it followa that the ~of "hat u. 
done by the Honos is somewhere about the utmoat mea..... of hum ... 
etrongth and capacity. But let DO go into the regiona of poosibility. 
Let us, with an enormous licence, imagine for & moment that it were 
pooeible for DO to davoto every day in the year to the work to which w ... 
noW' usually devote lis or &even months, and to give twelve hours out
of every twenty-four to the diooharge of our Parliamentary duti ... 
Dedueting the oeventh day, tbere are about 3750 houro which might th ... 
be uaed for the purpooeo of Parliament: &lid if the 6.10 membera of thUo 
Honoe were each to claim the very moderate right of addreooing thO' 
Houoe for six houro in the oouroe of every .... ion-a not very long 
pariod of time-that would give us 3900 hours, or considerably more th&m 
the year upon any supposition ocmld be made to give. What is th&
meaning of ~e lengnage that .... hoar about liberty of speech P Liberty 
.. to tho quality of opeooh, yeo. Let... one attempt to narrow the
liberal bonndo thot· surround DO in thet rospoot. But speech mnot be 

• The debate on the Adclreo. In 1888 ala. lasted e~e_ nights. In thelaot: 
period. of Lord Beaoondeld'a Gonroment. in 1880, it oooupied foar. See al8o. 
Ih. W. H. Smith', remarb on the IUbjeot later on. 

t Jlor the Urgenoy Beaolution. lee under fI Varietiel." 
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...gul&ted, not by the fanoi .. of men, but by th. nooeoeiti .. of tho ..... 
end in ... orden.. with th. diooh&rgo of the duti .. which we "'" oent 
h .... to diooh&rgo. Our position ie wholly un ....... plod, and I do not think 
I ouggerate when I oay that the quoetion of \h. adoption of now nIoo to 
inerease the power of the House, and to increase it effeetuallr, is DOW' for 
us_ a question of honour or dishonoul'-that is, a question of life aud 
dooth." Th •. speaker concladed thus: .. Personally, my proopoetmo 
coneem in th ... &IT&Ilgemonto ie bot small. My leooe ie &Il bu\ ran out. 
But th .... are thoee who for years, and even for generations, will live 
to ronder. I hope, honourable and splendid BerTi .. to their eountry. The 
House of OommODB has never had to struggle with • more seri01l8 crisis. 
Ohaneter and honour are th. ....nee of tho Houoo of Commons. 
As you nJno. th. duti.. that hove bOBn committod to you, as you 
vaIa. th. troditiODS that yon hove received, as you OBtimete highly the 
interooto of th. vast Empire for which you work, I appeal to you 
not too nieely ""d mierooeopie&lly to diooUOB thie and that oeeondory 
improYelllODt, upon which .... might differ for e_, bot without 
heoitotiou, without deley, after th. ehall._ thot hove hoon .dd .... ed 
to you, after whot ,.OU ho ... BDlferod to night,- to rally to tho performance 
of .. g-oet publio duty, and to d.termine that ,.ou will continuo to be, 
as you hove been, tho moinoto,. of tho power and glo,.,. of your 
eountry, and that yon will not degenerate into the laughing •• tock of 
the world." 

Obstruction ana Pa.rli_tB.r7 Paraqaia.-Roplying to .. 
deputation on th. onbjeet of th. franchis. in Janno,.,., 1884, Mr. Gledoton. 
remarked that thot WOB not ...... in which much need be feo-od from 
direct methode of opposition; but .. of &Il th. aria, fin. or oth.rwiOB, ... a 
of aU the sciences, natural or moral, there is no a:rt &JU!. there is DO science 
which has mad. such ad ..... c. in th. tim. in "hioh ". li ... as th. art and 
oeien_for it may be called· both-of Parliameuto,.,. obstruction."
Prior to this, whon bringing forwatd his Cloon-o resolution t (F.b. 20, 
1882), Mr. Gladstone dwelt upon tho osin. subject, and observed: nIt 
ie not an ...,. mattsr to defin. obstruotion, bot to m. it apposrs to mean 
th. disposition eith.r of .. minority or of individuele to resist tho will of th. 
Honea otherwiss than b,. argument.H The following we .. among his eon
olnding -omsrb: .. Perhope I may ... ,. 0D8 word in -ogara to my own 
perBCJD&l position in reletion to tbie subject. Thore ie hardly & man of 
tboBO who h .... me "h .... Parliamentarytonure, to ..... ph .... with which 
w. ho ... recently bscome familiar, .... be frailer than m,. own. M,.lif. ie 
in th. post and not in tha fntn-.. But I ahonid be V8'"1 so.,.,. that it 
ahonloi close at .. tim. when I .... tho HonOB of CommODS in g-oet part 
psrslysed from th. diooh&rgo of ito noble dutieo-in I.h. condition of some 
Doble animal. upon whom artilieial.l'88traints baTe been woven, 80 that it is 
1III&ble f-osly 10 mo ... ito limbs. Sir, I feel thot it ie upon me a g-oat 
obligation to offer whot BOrviee I oan-though I hove but little she-. in the 
inte-.oto with which it will operato upon the fntn-. of tho Ho""-wardo 

• See" Varieties,lI II Suspension of Irish Hembers." t Se.e 1ID.der II Usagea." 
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reliering the R01IS8 from ita dilemma. • • I trust, Sir, this R01IS8 will 
always continue to appreciate, I would alm08t asy to worship, liberty .f 
opeech-that it will .. ntinue to tolerate, f.r the s&Ire .f liberty, tha 1iC811C8 

of speech which m.cks and countedeits liberty of speech; but that it will 
not carry, however IBl'ge the fund of patience .. that toleration to such a 
point that it 8hall itself ...... h the groasest of all 'ric .. of a legislative hody 
-the p.int at which it shall inflict upon the R.uso of Oommooa incapacit,.. 
to do its duty." 

CoIuJervative Bupp.'" to :r.ibeal lIrIea8U1'es.-In a speech in 
the debate on leave to introduce the Irish Protecti.n Bill. Jan. 28. 1881. 
Mr. GIadstone, replying to 80me taunts a8 to the relisnce .f tha Liberal 
party .n C.D80rvatiVO 8Upport f.r the passage .f the measnre. BBid, .. If 
the CODB8rvative party support us on this occasion, it is DO fault of 01U'II, 

and it is n. fault of thein. (A laugh.) As for &8 I kn .... the .. alw"," 
baa been. and I h.pe there always will he. in the midst .f the healthy and 
BOmetimas wide divisions at. opinion &m.ongat pa.riieB in this country. some 
common stock of common regard f.r our common country-for law on the 
one side and Britioh liberty on the other; and asd indeed will he the day 
when the mere reproach of receiving Conservative support can for one 
moment shake a Liberal Government in giving elfect to ita deliberata 
convictions." 

Kis ~bute to Lord Beaconsfield.-On the 9th of May. 1881. 
ilia House of Commons, on the motion of Mr. Gladstone, went into 
committee on the subject of a monument in Wostminster Abhey to the 
Earl of BeacomdielcL In proposing an addrees to the Crown respecting 
it, Mr. Gladst.ne BBid, .. The earoor of Lord B .... J18li.ld is, in many 
respecta, tha most remarkable one in Parliamentary history. For my own 
part, I know but one that CaD fairl,. he comparea to it in regard to the 
emotion of smprise, and, when viewed 88 a whole, an emotion, I might 
almost oay. of wonder; and that is the career. and O!!J>OCially the earlier 
career. of Mr. Pitt. I feol myself in the position, not, necessarily. of 
a friend and admirer. who looks with sympathy at the cbsraeter and 
action of Lord B .... J18liold; but I look at the magnitude of the part which 
he pla,.M on behalf of his country. and I oay that one who W88 his politieal 
wnd might fairly have BBid of him wben he came beck from Berlin-

, Aapioe, ut inSignia !pollia Kllo1'oellua Opimil 
Ingreditur, Tiotcnque'riroa auperemina.t omnea." 

(Cheen.) My duty is to look at th ... thinga in the magnituda of their 
notional and historieal oharacter. and it is in eo looking at them that I 
have no doubt that the mao who for sevon yasn BUBtaioed the olIieo of 
Prime Minister. the man who for nearly thirty yasn led. either in one 
Honea or in both. a great party of this oountry, and the man who had eo 
intertwined himself in the interest of the general heart, .. was sh.wn 
upon the ..... ion of his illn_ is .. man in whom th080 featnroa meet 
which jnstify me in asking for this vote. • • I will not attempt to 
give an,.thing like a historical portrait. It would not be fair or frank, 
even it it wore appropriate in point of tim .. that I, who han bee,. 
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separated.- from Lord Beaeonsfield by longer and larger dilf ......... 
than perhaps ever aepa.r&ted ... y. two pereons brought into ccmst&ut 
contact in the transaction of public business it would DOt be fair 
to him, it would not be fsir to his friends, that I should endeavour 
to drs" a pictore of him which must be more faintly coloured, and I 
must add which must be dilf.rently colonrcd, if "".onted by my band, 
than that which th.y could fsirly claim. But;vat. Sir, I will 1Ill .... 
myself som. satisfaction in dwelling on mattera npon which I feel it ia 
pl .... rabl. to myself. and on which I elso think it is useful for us all, to 
dwell. Th ... w.re c.rtain great qnolitios of th. deooaaed statesman an 
which I think it acarcely rigbt to touch. His extraordinary intelleotnol 
powera an as well undaratood by otbera as by me, ... d thoy are not proper· 
subjects for our present commendation. But there were other great 
qn&litie&-qn&litios not merely intell.ctual in the aenae of being dis. 
eociated from conduct. but qn&litiea immediately connected with conduct
with regard to which I should eay. were I a younger man. that I should 
like to stamp th. reooll.ctian of th.m on myself for my own futnrc 
guidance, and with regard to which I will CODfidently say. to those who 
are younger than myself. that I would strongly recommend th.m for 
notice and imitation. (Oh ..... ) I speak. for example, of his atrengtb of 
will; his long·sighted persiatoncy of purp .... reaching from his first 
entrance on the avenue of life to ita very cloee; his remarkable powera of 
eelf.government; and, last but not least of 1Ill. his great Parliamentary 
conrag&-a qn&lity in which I. who have baen associated in the oonrae of 
my life with some scores of :Ministers, have never known but two whom I 
could pronounc. to be his oqnol." Mr. Gladston •• towarda the close of his 
:remarks, added: .. There is much error and misapprehension abroad as to 
th. peraonol eentimenta thet preva.il between men who are divided in 
polities. Their worde must neceeoa.rily frOm time to tim. be sharp; tbsir 
judgments may occasionally. may wammtably, may necessa.rily be severe j 
but the genere1 idea of persons Ie.. informed than th... within tho 
Farliamentary circle is that they are actuated towarda one another by 
eentimenta of intonee antipathy or hatrsd. I wish to take this occasion, 
with the permission of tho Honee, I wish to record in this place and at 
this hour my firm conviction, thet in IIll the judgmenta .Ver delivered by 
the lata Lord Beaeonsfield on myself. he was never actuated by eentimenta 
of personal antipathy." (Cheers.)-Sir Stafford North.ota. following 
immediately after Mr. GladetOlle to IIIIpport his motion, said, amid the 
applause of the House: .. A 'monument of &. higher character than any 
that could be carved in atone and marble has been e1roedy erectad to Lord 
:Beaconsfield in the speech to which we have just listened." 

The .. Quarrel" DB the Franchise Bill..-In his speech on 
moving the third reading of this Bill. in 1884. Mr. Gladstone said: .. The 
House is aware tha.t ma.ny ominous declaratioDs have been made, or 
indications given, as to the futuro fate of this bill. both in the House and 
oGutaide the House, and sometimes by persons of great importance.. I have 

• For an account of thia, aee pp. 63 to 66. 
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refrained. and eo have my colleagues, I believe without exeeption, from 
referring to those decJaratiODB and indications. Our opinion is that in 
regard to difficulties and collioiOllB, if they are to arise, the proper rulee 
applicable to the ..... are. contained in the fe .. and well.known worda of 
Shakespeare, . 'Of ent1"llrD08 to • quarrel; but, being in, 

Bear 't. that the oppo~d ma,. beware of thee.-
(Oh .... and eounter-cheera.) I mould have wiahed, Sir, to preserve thet 
silence to the end; but some of the declantiODS made in this House have 
haan eo expli.it, thet I do not feal anthori.ed eo to preeerve it, 0 ... or 
thOBO was by an honourable member OIl the opposite aide, who declared 
that ha would not alfact to dOIly the greet denger thet overhung this bill; 
and he evidently epoko OIl tho hasie of somothing mora than a mora 
privata opinion, as, indeed, he .... entitlad to apeak. Another right 
honourable member said, within the last few daY8, that no practical maa 
believed thet this hill had the ghoot of a chan... Th ... are daclaratiOll8 
which it is not poeoihle for me wholly to paso by. I do not .. copt them. 
aa dealaratione founded npon a aound .. timata of the facto. I belie ... 
thet th.y impnte to the wisdom of another branch of the legislatnra 
probable condn.t nch .. it is not, in my opinion, honourablo to that 
House to impute. . . I think we have given au1ficient evideuce of our 
dosire to avoid a qnarrel. I am bound to ooy tbat I hold tho qneetion of 
this .na ..... to be a matter of tho greetest poooiblo importen .. , becanoa 
...... the remote probebility of • coDllict betwe ... the two Honoeo npon 
anch a qnootiOll aa this, I doom to ba tho mOBt .. ri .... prospect tbat baa 
heon opsned, dnriog my recolleotion, Bin .. the crisis of the Oom Law. 
opened to tho Ti.w of Parliamont. I will not nndortaka to pnt a limit ta 
the mischiofs and difficultiea which might roault. Moot grave I am 
couJid.nt-too painfully oouJid ... t-they will he. What tho ultimate 
woe of it .. ould he, I have not • doubt. That to prev ... t it by overy 
reasonable m88D8 is the most 88Cred duty ineumbent npon us on thia 
""";on, noD to the greet bnaiDeoa of enfranohising. vast maea of the 
population, I do not donbt. And that BOCond dnty, as well as tho lirat of 
cnr obligatiOllB, we have .arefully and strennoual,. endoovoured to ful1iI. ~ 
-Sir S. Northooto, in reply, asid, "tho axtraordioary apoech thoy had 
just hoard .... not one upon the merite or domerite of the Franohise Bill 
It .... a opoech on the qneation ",hother tho Honae of Lorda .... any Innger 
to form part of tho OonetilntiOll. and be permitted to examine and toke 
&11,. part in I.gislation .. hich alfected the C_tilnt.;on, or whether that 
Houao .... bound,.t the will of a majority of the HOIl8O of Commons
ho 'It'OUId. 08Y, oven .t the will of an imporiona Miniatsr--to listen to 
throate, and, daunted by th ... threate, to mf ... to do tho duty whioh Ii .. 
np ... them."-80vera\ othor members comm ... ted on the tooor of th& 

. Primo Mini.ter'. remark&. Mr. A. J. Balfour, for instance, considered 
tho opoooh of tho Premier .... the moot threatening th.t hed ever been 
delivered b,.. Minister of tho Orown in the Honea of Oommons; while 
tho Attome,..Genoni (Sir H. J amos) proteatad against its being asid the\ 
tho .. orda nscd ..... tilnted .. throat l they were oimply words of adn .... 
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. II Drawing If. Mr. Gladstone. - In a speech at Glasgow iu 
December, 1882, shortly after a Liberal had been unexpectedly returned 
for Liverpool, Mr. Forster said: II We see in the House young men DC 
some talent, who show it mainly in what they call ' drawing' Mr. Glad
stone. We .. e the oountry is tired of it. But, while they enppo .. that 
thor make Mr. GIad.tone anm, it is not anget; it is tha simplicity and 
cameetueas of the man. Th ... ronng fellows are trying to get a momen' 
tar,. .heer by their-I W88 going to nee an 1p1.Parliamentar,. phrase-I 
want to translate 'impudence' into something tbat is not rude. (Laugbter.} 
Thaee young me,. think that they are really getting a name in th .. 
country. WeU, they are getting a name, and it is a name which before 
vorr long they will be glad to get rid of. Why d ... he care for what 
they &ay P B .. auso he rea\ly, in the simplicity of his haart, thinko they 
are honestly trying to eolve some great question, as he is; and so, wbeD 
tho:r interrupt him, he enpposos that thor do it out of the fervour and 
enthusiasm of their convietions; and he pays attention to them, and they 
say. I Oh! here 19'8 have got up a BC8De.' Well, the country is tired ot 
that, and the Liverpool election shows it." 

His Deme&11o .... as Leacl ..... -A. contraat between Mr. GladstonE> 
as leader of the House of Oommons, and Mr. Disraeli in the same capacity,. 
has been drawn in "A Diary ot Two Parliaments," by Henry W. Lucy .. 
Re remarks of Mr. Disreeli that .. his far ... way look W88 amongst not thE> 
least ueful personal qnalilieatio,.. he displayed as a leatler of the Ronee."· 
And, when being made the subject of .tleek by .. clumsy adversary. 
"tbe point of interest was the immobile figu:re on ·the Treasury bench, 
with arma folded, knee. cro.eed, lipe slightly parted, and eyea steadily 
:6xecl on the infinities of Bpace. There"88 DO ostentations affectation or 
being busied with other matters; no writing letters, with one ear open to 
what was going on; DO engaging in animated conversation with a col .. 
league. There was not even an appearance. real or affected, of indUference 
to the honourable member's remarks. Mr. Disraeli simply didn't hear 
him, didn't see him, was not aware of his existence. . • Some ODe ODCe

&aid of Mr. Gladstone, • Re would be a great man if he could only 
oeeaaioJ>elly Bit still.' This remark .pplies with peculiar foreo in his 
character of leader in the House of CommoDS. For the successful 
progreaa of buainess, the thing moat earneatly to be deprecated i. friction. 
Yet friction is a quality which Mr. Gladstone is positively certain to 
eontribute to any dehate at which he inay chance to be preeent. Re does 
it in loaat me .. ,... when he formally tak .. pert in a debate. Re very 
rarely 10 ... po .... Bicn of his presence of mind and .enaa of reopo,..ibility 
whan h. stande at the table of the Ronee. Re may .. moment ago haVE> 
been Bitting on the Treaaury bench, hming and fretting in a white hoat 
of p888ion, and may have been throwing oil on tha lIame. by interjecting 
remaTks, or making undignified geaturo.. His very springing up may have 
been on t,be impulse of app&rently uncontrollable passion. But the moment. 
he is on his feet he resumes command over himself, and, though he may say 
bitter things, they are at leaat uttered in weU·balanced .entence., and 
with full proof that tho speaker is undor his OWl> controL It is when h .. 
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is reclining on the 'rreasurr hench, ID eager lietener to debato, that Mr 
Gladatono ucitee the marvel of thoee who eall to mind his long upo. 
nOllCo IDd trBDe .... dent eapacity. In ench circumstan .. s the most ignDrBDt 
BDd loeet importBDt member of tha Honse e&D .tt ... t his attention, and 
"bring about his interposition.. Mr. Callan e&D do this, and, baving learnt 
1Ua power, frequently exercises it. What:Mr. Callan asys is, of OOI1r88, 
no matter; but the lightest word spoken by the Premier is listenad for by 
the world. His utteranoe '!8D"ot be disregarded, and his oontribution of 
.an ol>-tiOll, howevur trilling, often gives a ne .. tum to debate, or 
"bringe in fresh contributors who continue it for hours titer it might bave 
.mad away, but for the fatefol and wholly ....,.........,- interpoeition of the 
Premier." 

.a. l'rielld's .rlldgm81lt.-:Mr. George Ruasell, in his memoir of 
:Mr. Gladatone, msk .. the following remarks, .. Tho love of power BDd 
the oourage which enpporte it are alliad in :Mr. Glodstoue with a markad 
imperi01lOD088. Of this quality there is no trsco in his manner, which is 
eonrtooua, -eoneiliatory, BDd even deferentisl; nor in his speseh, which 
ureath .. an almost exaggerated humility. But the imperi01l8DB8ll sho ... 
iteelf in the more effectual form of action; in his sudden rooolves, his 
invincible insistence, his recklessness of cousequences to himself and his 
friendll, his babitual esenmption thet the ciriliaed world BDd all its units 
must agrea with him, his indignant estonishmeut at the bare thought of 
diesent or rosist&Doe, his incapacity to belie.e that an overruling Provi. 
deuoe will permit him to be frustrated or defeated. It is this last 
peoeliarity of :Mr. Gladstone'. temper "hich has exposed him to the 
1l8veroot shocks of ad verse fate. His friends and relatiODB, his colleagues 
and enpporlerll, and official guides, kno .. so well this imperio .. optimism, 
and ohrink SO naturslly from tha COU88Cj1l8nc .. of diatorbing it, that they 
illlJ8ll8ibly fall into the babit of &IIII1Iring him thet everything is going as 
he wiahes, and that human daring BDd politir&l pervorsity will not, in the 
long run, venture to withetBDd his wise and righteous will. It is the 
inOOllvenient property of th ... who systsmatieally speak smooth things 
... m.times to prophesy deceits; and again and again. as in 187' BDd 1886, 
:Mr. Gladstone'. compJaisant OODD&Bllors have prepared for him a rude 
&Wl\ksning from s .. eet dreams of majorities and offioe, to the grim reality 
of defeat and Oppoeition." 

".Aa Old 1'a.r1iam.81lt&l7 B:lmd.~-In the debate on the Address 
at the opening of Parliament, Jan. 22, 1886, Mr. Gladstone spoke .. 
follows with regard to the aIfaire of Ireland: .. My duty was to await 
the plana of the Government; and haru.g awaited th... plans I am 
bound to .. y that, though I sholl listen with great attention to all they 
propose, r intend to reaerve my own freedom of action. And I do not 
intend, so far aa lies within my power, to have it determined for me by 
.. tbero at what tim. and in what manner I shall make any addition to the 
deoIamtion I laid before the country in the munth of September. I 
etand here &I a member of the House, where there are many who have 
taken their .eata for the first time upon th_ bench .. , and where thoro 
may be .ome to whom poeaibly I may avail myself of the privilege of 
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old age to olfe •• recommendation. I would tell them of my own in
tention- to keep my COUD8e1 and reserve my own freedom, until I Bee the
oecaeion wben there may be & prospect of puhlic benefit in endeavouring 
to make & movement forward; and I will 'Venture to ncommend them, as. 
&Il old Parliamentary bend, to do the &&m •. " 

"l'undame"tal :r.a ..... - In the &&me cOlllleetiou Mr. Gladetone 
shortly after w.nt on to &&1: .. W. ha .. before ue (in the Queen's spsech) 
two paragrapha rslating to Ireland. Th. first is that which refers to th .. 
Legial&tiv. Uniou ... fUlldemental law, and in which h .. Majeety'a 
Government have expressed, UIldoubtedly ver:y strongly, the vi.w th.y tsk .. 
of that important Act of Parli&m.nt. . • Th. Qu.en's sp •• ch is a ver:y 
formal document, and I do not hold that the pbrsee ' fundam.ntal law' is 
known to the Britieh Coustitntion. I UIld.retand that law is of the 
greateet moment and importan... I am not disparaging that law, but th .. 
importation of the pbrae., I think for the first tim., is • matter upon 
which there might be either a legal or another argument; and it is also, 
of .oure., open to remark that it is slated there can be no .hange of that 
law; wh.reas the fact of th ..... reall1 is thet her Majesty's Governm.nt 
mt>an to make this & strong deelaration of thsir determination to maintain 
our unity, rath .. than thet th.y wish to b. judged by a minute .riticism. 
Of course, it is obvious thet fundamental law is not infrequ.ntly altered. 
in minor points, and has been altered, mainly in 1869, in the case then of 
the Established Protes!&nt Church in Ireland."-Thee. remarke by Mr. 
Gladeton. were recalled as highl1 significant, when shortly after h ...... 
again in pow." and brought forward his Iriah measur ... 

The Claesea ... 4 the ..... ses.-Th. following obs.rvetiCllO were 
made b1 Mr. Gl&deton. in & speeeh at Liv.rpool, JUIl. 28, 1886: "You 
(the Liberal party) are oppo.ed throughout the COUIltr:y by a .ompact 
arm1, and that 8l1Il1 is a .... of the el&ss .. against the maeees. I am 
thankful to 881 thet the .. are among the .I&ssea many haPP1 nceptioll8. 
I am thankful to 88y thet th.re are men wearing coron.ts on their bade 
who are 88 good, 88 sound, and 88 genuine Liberala as any working m~ 
who haare m. at this moment. But still, as a gen.ra1 ruI., it O&IlIlot be 
pretended that we are supported by the dukee, or b1 the sqnir ... or b1 the 
eetshlished cl.rgy, or b1 the offi.ers of the army, or by oth.r bodi •• of 
very respectable persons. . . On this question, I am BOrry to say, there 
is el&ss against the mass, or the cl&aae. againet the nation. Th. qne.tion 
for lUI is, will the nation show enoug~ unity and determination to OTer. 

b ... conetitntiona\ly, at the polle, that reeis!&n •• of the el&sses P It is 
v.r:y material that w. should "COllOid .. whioh is likely to b. right. Are 
the .l&ssee ever right when th.y dilf.r from the nation P I am not about 
to .... rt that tha 1D8S. of the peopl. who do not and O&IlIlOt give th.ir 
leisure to politic. are n .... saril1 and on all subj •• te b.tts. judgee than 
the l.isured men, and the inetrnctsd m .... who have great advanteges for 
forming politioal judgmente that the others have not. But then I will 
venture to 887 that upon the on. great el&ss of enbj •• te, the largest and 
the moot w.ighty of all, wh.re the detsrmining considaratioue that ought 
to Iaad to • conclusion are troth, j1llltice, &Ild humanity-upon th •••• 
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gentl.m.... all the world over, I "ilI back the m..... agaiDat the 
claaeaa.ft 

A Subject "und"" Investigation."-In July, 1888, 8 cllimer 
"Was given by Sir Wi11rid Lawson, at his house in Grosvenor Crescent, 
to the Lib.ra.! m.mb.rs of P""liament from Nortbumberland and Cumber
iand, Mr. GIadatone being pre.ent. On the following morning a long 
epeach deliver.d by the right hononrable gentl.man after thia cllimer 
appeued in the newspap.rs (the Daily T.Z.fI'"apb. report oeeupied neuly 
three colnmna). In tbe conroe of this speech, referring to some reeent 
proceedinge in Ire1&nd, Mr. GIadatone w80 repraaented by his reportera 
to have aaid, .. Gentlem .... we have bed in the papers of to-day, in the 
..... of Mr. M--, 80 "far 80 it baa gone, one of the moat shocking, 
CIIIe of the moat revolting, of all the caaeo preeented to no. I won't dwell 
.. pon it, aa it is etill the enbject of judicial inveetigation, futh.r than to 
observe "-and so OD. 

".at • Gla4stoDiaD."-14:r. Gladstone made this avowal at a 
meeting in Birmingham, Nov. 5, 1888. Speaking of the .I.ction of 1886, 
h. aaid: .. Th. Tory and Diseentient vote w80 1,4.29,000; the Libera.! vote 
-for I tako the liberty to eaIl it by tbet nam.; non. of yont GIadatonian 
votes for me; I am Dot a Gladstonian; I avow that I am a Liberal, and 
nothing e1a&-th. Libera.! vote w.. 1,3.58,000. ·W. were beat"" by 
76,000 vote.; and, if you will work the enm for yourselves, yon will lind 
tbet it is 8 little I ••• than 3 per cent. upon the totaL" 

An Old Servant.-Mr. GIadaton. thno concluded a speech in the 
debate on the Raya.! grants (July 25, 1889), in which h. supported the 
propoaaJ of the Government, to the v .... tion of some of hia own adh.rents: 
.. I thought it my duty to enter at once into this debat.. Undoubtedly I 
admit that, on ev.ry ocoaaion, our higheot obligation .. the Commons of 
England is to the constituenci.s which we repreoent. But! am not ready to 
adopt the exolusiv. doctrin. of tbe s.cond.r of the am.ndm.nt (Mr. Storey), 
tbet w • ..,. tho servants of tho people and the s.rvants of the people aJon •. 
-Mr. Storey: I aaid, s.rvants ofth.peopl.lirst."'-Mr. G1odaton .. lam very 
glad tbet I misund.ratood my honourabl. fri.nd.. W • ..,. s."aniB of the 
Oro"" .. well aa servants of tho people. (Ministerial oheers.) Baving, 
81 I hope, don. my duty to the people, I have been endeavouring, eo far 
81 I could, to contribute towua. casting this delicate queatiou into • form 
which in • v.ry short tim. is, I beli.ve, likel:r to be pert.ot1:r ootisfactory. 
Baving don. tbet, I am not .. homed to ooy tbet in myoid age I rejoice 
on any opportunity which ensblea m. to tastily that, whatever may ba 
thought of my opinions, whatever may b. thought of my propoaaJo in 
genera.! politico, I do not forget tbe servio. which I have horn. for 80 

many years to the ilIustriona ropree<mtstiv. of tho British monuohy." 
... _ Gladstone as .. Cha.noellol' of the E"chequ ..... -Th. 

following waa Mr. Cobdon'. critioism, delivered in tbe laat speech h. 
made, at Roohda1o in 1864: .. Mr. Gladston. is tho bast Chanoo1lor of 
the E.ch.que. England .ver hnd-and I ooy that, knowing that h. baa 
had among hi. pr.d ..... ors William PUt. But I am going to say that 
Mr. Gledaton. haa been the most extravagant Chancellor of tho Exchequer 



-WILLIAM BWABT GLADS2'ONB. 888 
.... 11& .... Tel" had. H. b&e been a ..... ter in the adjustment of the burdene 
of the eonntry; thet is, b. fonnd the ... ight placed upon the animal in 
8uch & way as rend.red it the moot dilIicult to carry hi. burden. It was 
tied round his knees, it W88 fastened to his t&il, it was h11D.g over his eyea. 
it blinded him, and impeded him. and lamed him at .very step. Now, 
:Mr. Gladston. took the burdens olf thaoe limbs, and h. placed them mo.t 
lngeniously over the eofteot possibl. pod upon the animal's should.rs. 
But the beast is carrying the burden still, md carrying a grast deal more 
tha.n it did before all this beautiful process was commenced." 

!'%ee Trade .... d Protection.-In a speech on receiving the 
freedom of Dnndee, Oct. 29, 1890, ... ferring to whet was eaIIed the 
McKinley t..ri!f lately introduced in America,. Mr. Gl&dston. said: 
•. Though the 1l&tional opinion of this country is in DV01ll' of Free Trada. 
yet we have among us a certain number of people who believe that the 
injurious .If.cte of Protection are chi.f1y felt by the conntries thet deal 
with the protected eonntry. Now, that I beIi.v. to be fundam.ntally a 
mistske. I do not mean to say thers are not iDjurious elfeets, or that 
th .... is not & grast deal of displ&cem.nt and disturbance, and whet I may 
ea.ll demoraJ..i.satiOll of trade, and inconveniences felt by individuals and 
even by classes j but. taJrlng a larger view, it is not true that at any time 
the tarilf of any conntry on earth can int.rf.re seriously with the pro
~rity of Great Britain or the United Kingdom. And why? If you will 
simply follow mOo in a f.w words I shall show, I think, how it is thet this 
"perates. L.t us suppo.. that th.r. are twenty grest mark.ts in the 
'World, and that these,. for the sake of argument. are aJl the markets in the 
world; and that in one of these markets a stringent Protection law, Buch 
as the McKiDl.y tarilf, is passed. No doubt the first elfeot is to injure 
1lB in that market, and to .... triet our dealings. But then, whet is the 
larger and wid.r .Ifeet P Th. larger and wid.r .If •• t is to raise the 
standard of prices in the United States of Am.rica. Raieing the .tendard 
-of prices in the home market means a djmjnished power of export,&.. 
tiou; and. a diminished power of exportation meaus that, while we are 
damnified in ODe of our tweaty markets, we derive benefit in the other 
nin.teen from the diminished pow.r of the United States to compete 
with 1lB in any of th.m-a diminished pow.r du. to the augmentation of 
'Prices, and to the imposition of restrainta under which she has to work. 
So, .ven if you go all ronnd the world, it still ... mains that .... h conntry 
thet giv.. graster otring.ncy to P1oetection within its own bord.rs is 
thereby, though damaging us in ita own market. giving us a freer and .. 
broader field, and a more commanding power, in every ODe of the other 
nineteen markets of the world. The n>ault is thet it is not possible for 1lB 

to ..... iv. Tlte1 or profonnd injury from any of these operations abrood. 
You see the alarm thet prevails in Franc., lind the alarm tbat prevsile in 
Germany. Th.y thresten ... taliation against the McKinley tanlf. Don't 
let us be led for one moment, upon any consideration, into the suicidal folly 
of talking or dreaming of ... taliation. Our trade b&e been hit again and 
again, as far as it b&e besn in the pow.r of anyone to hit it, by the 
reaction towards Protection which has marked the 1egisletionof eom. 
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• Gantries during the last ten or fifteen ye&rII. We don't deal with this 
country OJ' that eountry, we deal with mankiDd~othiDg more, nothing 
len than 1II&IIkind. " 

RIClIARD COBDEN. 
(1804-1865.) 

.. Vnad01"lled Eloquence. "-The oompliment which was paid to 
Mr. Oobden by Sir Robert Peel. on the peeeing of the bills "'pealing the 
Com Laws, is th1:lB recorded by .. Hansard :"_If The name which ought 
to be, and will be, associated with the success of those measures, is the 
name of one who, acting. I believe, from pure and disinterested motives, 
hoe. with nntiring energy. made appeale to onr reeaon. and hae eoforead 
th ... appeale with an eloquence the more to be admired beoa_ it W88 

noalfected and nnadomed: the name which ooght to be chiefly aeeociated 
with the oneceee of thoee IIl88B1Il"e8 ia the name of Richard Cobden.» 

The JllEiDisterB BeapOJUlibility.-During a diecllS8ion on the 
Com Laws in J.843, Mr. Cobd.n. after ha'ring urged thet the agricultucal 
population lI1I1f.red ae mueh from theee IA ... 88 the mannfacturing clAeees. 
and that the new IA .... (maintaining but regulating the duties on oom by 
a .. olidiog scale ") W88 88 hmeful as the old on8. thll8 direetly addressed 
Sir Robert Peol: .. What is the remedy yon propose P What are the 
procsediogs by which you propose to give relief to the conntry P You 
have scted on your own judgment. and you are responsible for the oon· 
.. quen .. s of your act. You paeecd your law; you ... fosed to listen to 
the mannfacture... and I throw upon you 011 the .... ponsibility of your 
own measure. • • The right honoarablA baronet says it is his duty to 
judgs independantly. and act without ...t.rence to any P"'SSur8; and I 
must toll the right honourable baronet thet it is the duty of every honsst 
and independent member to hold him individuolly zeeponsible for the 
pzeeent position of the conntry. I tell him thet the whole Dlsponsibility 
of tha lamentable and dangerous state of the oonntry ... ota with him."
M. Gui&ot writes in his .. Memoirs of Peel" that OIl hearing this charge 
of responsibility. and pemona! responsibility. 80 often and 80 vehemently 
... peated. Sir Robert roee with visible emotion. .. The honourable gentle. 
man.P he aa.iel, "baa stated here, very emphatically, what he has more than 
onoe stated at ,he conf .... n ... of the Anti·Oom.Law La.guo. thet he 
holda me individually-individuolly-zeeponaible for the diatreaa and 
auffering of the oGantry; thet he holda ·me peraonally responsible. But. 
be the conssqu8lloea of th ... inaiuuations what they may. never will I be 
influenced by menaces, either in this House or oat of this House, to 
adopt a oourae which I oonaidar--D Be W88 nnable to oomplete his 
88nten08. Wheth .. frienda or opponenta. many membero aalted themselvee 
what he meant, and why he waa ao much alf .. ted. It was perceived that 
the shade of Mr. Drnmmond [Sir Robert'. secretary, who was 8888mDated, 
J anusry 21st. 1848] heunted his mind. and that the zeeponsibility for tho 
public diat ..... charged upon him with so much .. ehemence •• trock him .. 
• provocation to asaasaination. Mr. Oobden at onoe e~plaiued. protesting 
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Oarnestly against 80 UDjust • suspicion. Sir Robert acc.pted his .xpl ..... 
tiOD, but ooldly. a.nd atiIl maintained an air of reserved distrust. 

Abstracti.on.-At an election meeting in London in 1848. Mr. . 
Cobd.n spoke in support of tb. Free Trad. cantUdate. and against his 
Protectionist rival. Mr. Thomas Bariog. In the course of his addrees ho 
remarked, .. Onr chairman has said that Mr. Baring admite onr priociples 
to be true in tbe abstract-that is. tbat his own priooiples are untruo in 
the abstreet. Did you .v.r h.ar of a fatber teaching his children to obey 
tho Ten Commandm.nts-in tb. abstract P Did you .ver know the plea 

. to go down at the Old Bail.y. after & .. erdict of goiIty had b •• n .. tam.d. ' 
of 'Oh. I did steal tb. poekot.handko .. hi.f-but onI" in tho abstract P' 
Is mouopol" an abetraetion P If it be. I be .. o dono with Mr. Bariog and 
this election; but tho abetraction preeents itself in bodil" form und~r tho 
sbepe of cortain monopolists. who diminish by on. half your eupply of 
sugar. and cut off large slices from your loaves," 

The "Three Waya."-Mr. Cobden opened an argument on the 
BUbject of Free Trade, in June, 1845, in the following fashion: (I As Sir 
Robort Pool would say. 'tbo.. are threo wayo of dealing with this 
question.' Firstly. you ma" acknowledge tho justico of tbo priociplos of 
tots! repeal. a.nd you may dofor it until it suits yonr party. or until cir. 
c1Ulll!tsnces compel you to abolish the Com Laws totsIIy and immediately. 
Secondly. you may abolish them gradually by & vanlshing duty. putting an 
s.. m, and sliding off 1 •. a ysar till it comes to notbing; that may be 
done by an Act of Parliament. a.nd would involve tbe priociple of a tots! 
repeal. Or, thirdly, you may adopt our principle of total and immediate 
repeal." He then went on to diseuss each of these C011I'BeB .eriat1m. 

The .. People who will Govern this C01lJl.try."-In & debete 
on tbo state of Ire\end. April 24, 1846. Mr. Smitb O'Brien had asked 
Lord George Bentinek whetber his party would coneent to a temporary 
suspension of tbe Com La..... Mr. Cobden thus oommented OIl tho 
question, .. I beg to telrthe honourable member for Limerick (Mr.O·Brien) 
and tbe noble lord tbe member for Lynn. and tbe 240 members who .it 
behind him. and who chee .. d the speech he hOB mado to.night, tbet tbere 
are otber parties to be consulted with regard to ouch & proposition-that 
there are the people of Eng\end-I don·t mean tho count." party. but 
tbe people Iiriog in tho towns, and who will go .. em this count.". I ten 
him that tho English people a.nd tbe Scctch. and the Welsh. and I believe 
tho Irish too. are. from what I have ·heard. determinad not to be ccntent 
witb & ouspeusion. but to have a tots! abolition of the Com Laws. I 
think. therefore. tbe matter is token out of tho hands of this Honee 
altogether; and I must 88y I rejoice that this qnsstion of the Com Lawa 
can no longer be made matter for manamvriog a.nd compacts witbin tha 
walle of this Honse. It is diepoeed of. settled. out of doors; and. although 
your artifices here may delay this measure, and cause anxiety out of doors, 
otiII they can only delsy it." Sir Robert Peel was accnsed by Mr. Disraeli 
of having cheered Mr. Cobden' •• xp .... ion. but this Sir Robert denied., 
saying, "I don't recognise, on the part of the people of toWIlS, any earl of 
right to dictate to tho people of- this connt."." Mr. Cobden then ex. 

, 0 0 
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pWned. himself as follows: "The. honourable member for Shrewsbury 
stales, a.nd the right hono1U'8b1e heronet repeats, thet I said the inhabitants 
of towns would dictste to the .. ""try. Now, that wsa not my exp .... ion. 
I said that the majority of the people would alw.Y" do so; and I think 
I &Ill eo ...... t in saying thet the majority of the people of this conntry 

'live in towna. I do not wish or desire thet one section ehould dictate to 
another; hut the majority will go .. rn in all eoustitutiona\ Ststes, and the 
majority now will be fonnd in towne. " 
.. .. Cnmb1ing D Bussia.-At a meeting in London in 1849, uaIIed to 

express sympathy with the paople of Hnngary, after the Russian inter
vention on beha\f of Austria, Mr. Cobden thus spoke: "The peace party 
throughout the world will raiee a cmeade against the orsdit of every 
government thet attempts to carry on an unholy war. Heneeforth let no 
one talk of Rueeia.n reeources and Russia.n money. • • People talk 
8Ometim .... thoogh England and Engliehmen were afraid of RIISSia. I 
wish to diaehuse all minde as to my vie ... on that subjec*- I do not 
oppose Russia'. advancea into Hungary in the belief thet, in any poeoible 
combination of events, or a.ny accession of territory, Rusaia can be in the 
least degree dangerous to England. Shon\d Russia make an attack npOll 
this country, or another great maritime power, like the United Stales, it 
won\d fall upon her like .. thunderbolt, and crnmble that empire into its 
own dreary fastn ..... in six monthe, by the aid of its shipping. "-8p<eeAu 

.... 1849, ,.",;,..1 bylr.im .. !f. Mr. Henry Drummond added something to 
the II crDII1bling" phrase of Mr. Cobden's, in the debate, in 1855, on the 
eondition of the army beto.. Sebastopol: "Whatever the honourable 
member for the West Riding may say, his talk about· crnmpling up' 
R1lS8ia like a eheet of paper ran through the eonntry, and people thought 
that Russia waa .. little, foolieh, aeeond-rate power, which you had the 
means of crampIing up whenever you liked." _ .' . 

Jron-IntarfereDce,-Tha doctrine of non·interference in the a1faUa 
ef other nationa was· one whieh Mr. Cobden repeatedly urged. The f.oI
lowing paooage from a opeeeh at Haneheater in 1849 may be taken as an 
_pIe of his method of dea\ing with this anbject, .. Another position 
.. hieh baa an important bearing on the reduction of our armaments is, .... 
must let other people menage their own alraira. The Spaniards, who 
have very wiae muima, "y, • A fool bo ... more of what is going on in 
his cnm. house than 8. wise man does in that of his neighbour.' Now, if 
we will apply that to nationa, mind our own buainesa, and give foreigne!s 
the erodit of being ahIe to manage their own eoncerna better than we can 
do for them, or they with our interfe"", .. , it will eave us a great deal of 
money, and they will ha .... their a1faUa aettled better and sooner than if 
.... intermeddled with them. But what are .... doing P There cannot be 
• petty oquabble in any .. nntry in Europe or the globe, but .... must have 
a groat lIeet of line.of·hattle ahipe sent from England to take part in i*
We have just interferod between Nap\ea and Sicil;r-what is the CQDBO. 

quen .. P We aro deteated by both parties. In all Italy it is tho aame. 
They speak of Engliehmen with contempt and execration; not becanso 
they undervalue our qnalitiea aa men-no, they pay aa high • tribute to 
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the qualities of Englishmen as we could desire-but, 88 a nation, 88 a 
Government, interfering with their politics, from one end of the Peninsula 
to the other, the Italians cordially hate and detest us. So with regard to 
Spain-we have spent hundrede of millions on Spain, and "!Vhat is the 
p ..... nt stote of feeling the .. P I trevelled from one end of Spain to the 
other, and I n ... r h_d th&-name of the Dnke of Wellington mentioned" 
although he fought their battles, as we persuade ourselves-I Dever saw 
his portrait o. bust through aJl my trevele, but I saw Napoleon's and his 
marshals' everywhere. At this very moment, Napoleon and France are 
more popula:r in Spain th .... England and Englishmen. It is the same in 
~e-,the same in Portnga.i. The English people .... hated, because 
we interfere wi,h their politics. Is not thet & very undignified attitude 
for .. great nation like this to occupy P " _ 

InlllleJlce of the TreIloS1UT Bench.-" Black and C .... ly."
In a speech on the RU88ian war, in the House of Commons in 1855. Mr. 
Cobden ... plied to BOme remarks made by his former aB&oeiste Sir William 
Molesworth, then a Cabinet Minister. He said: u Never in this world 
IW88 there a. speech delivered by any honourable gentleDl&D so utterly at 
n.riance with all previous dee1&rations of. opinion, as that delivered by the 
right honourable gentleman last night. D... the right honourable 
gentleman remember a j6fl,.(].'uprit of the poet Moore, when dealiDg, in 
1833, with the Whig oeeupants of th ... benches, shortly after they bad 
emerged from & long peD&1lce in the dreary wilderness of Opposition, 
and when the Whigs showed themselves to be Tories when in office P 
Does he remember the jev,-d'uprit 1-why, I think he and I have laughed 
<over it, when we have been talking over the sudden conversiODS of right 
honourable gentlemen. The poet iIlustrsted the matter by & story of an 
lriehman who went over to the West Indies, and, before landing, he&rd 
some of the blacks speaking tolerably bad English, whereupon, mistaking 
them for his own countrymen, he exclaimed, I What! bla.ck and curly 
alreadyP' Now, we have all seen metamorphoses upon those benches-
how colours have changed, and features become deformed, when men 
eame under the in1Inence of the Treasnry atmnsphe .. ; but I must .. y 
that never, to my knowledge, have I seen a change in which there haa 
been 80 deep & black and 80 stiff & curl" 

Prc1rered O:fB.ce by :Lord l'aJ.merston.-The letter in which 
Lord Palmerston o:ffered Mr. Cobden a seat in the Cabinet, in 1859, was 
equslly .reditoble to the writer and the recipient, and ran chiefly in the 
following terms: U I have been coriunissioned by the Queen to form an 
admin.i.stratioD., and I have endeavoured 80 to form it that it should 
contain representatives of eJl sections of the Liberal party, convinced as I 
am that no Government constructed upon any other basis could have 
suflicisnt prospect of duration, o. would be sufficiently satisfactory to the 
country. Mr. Milner Gibson has mos, handeomely eousented to waive aJl 
former differences, and to become a. member of the new Co.binet. I a.m. 
moat exceedingly anxious that you should consent to adopt the same 'line • 
.... d I have kept open for you the office of President of the Board of 
Trade, which appeared to me to be the one best suited to your views, and 
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to the distinguished part whi.h you he ... taken in publio Iif.... MF. 
Cobd.n gave hie ......... for deelining the offer, in a speeeh at Rochdale 
after hie return from Am.riea, in Augost, 1859. H. said: .. I will not 
alf.ot any modesty in thie matter: I will o&y that if I waa fit for any office 
in the Cabin.t, I would b. fit for the offie. of Presid.nt of the Board of 
Trad.. I think, probably, if oth.r cironmstane •• had not intervenad, my 
being in that p\aee would have baen really putting a square p.g in .. 
square bole. . . The honour I did not consider & matter of. indifference; 
it W88 prohably paculiarly inviting to m., if I had baen .... of an 

, ambitious charaoter, beOB .... , taking it for all in all, it would have been 
the first in.etan.c. of a man epringing immedistely from amoogat YOl1-
literally a man ofbuain... beingoff.red a aaat in the Cabin.tata1L" He 
th.n w.nt on to .. y that, on being mad. aequainted with the olf.r on hie 
iandiug at Liv.rpool, ho had gone as soon as poaaibl. to Lord Palm.roton. 
and etated hie .... thus: .. I have be.n for ten or fifteen ;yeare the 
e;yetematie ......w...t of what I beli.v. to be your foreign polio;y; • • it 
is quite poesib\e that I may have b .... mistaken in all thie; but I put it to 
Lord Palm.rston. and now I put it to ;yoli, wh.th.r. having regard to 
those opinions, it was fit awl becoming in me to step from an American 
ateam.r into hie Cabin.t. and th .... and th .... for the firet tim., aftep 
having rec.ived at hie hande a post of high hOllour and grsat .molum ... t, 
to discover that I had undergone a change in my opinions; and whether I 
would not be open to great miscOllOtruction by tbe public at largo if I 

-took SllCh a course; and I candidly confess that it. was inconsistent with 
my own self.roopect. • • I had no poraoual fe.ling whatever in the 
.ourse I took with regard to Lord Palmeraton·. olf.r. If I had had an;y 
feeling of poraoual hostility. whi.h I n.v.r had, towards him~for h. is ot 
that happy nature which OBnIlot .reate a porooual enemy-his kind and 
m&uly offer would have in.etan.tly disarm.d m .... 

l' .... 1iam.entar;y C .... didates ... a Election l'etitions • .!..In ... 
epee.h at Rochdal. in 1859. Mr. Cobd.n thus .omm.nted on this subject. 
P.titi .... w.re· at the tim. inquired into and adjudieatad upon by .om
mittees of the House of OommollB: II What is the mea.uing of an election. 
petition P Why. in the first plac •• when the petitioner has baen nnduly 
d.prived of hie ... t hy the improper and .orrupt proeeedinga of his 
oppo ..... t. h. has to appeal to a tribanal for justic ...... to a tribanal whi.h 
is the moat inao .... ibl. and the most coetly in the .ivilised world. For I 
will venture to .. y that a man who presente an .I.ction petition to the 
Houee of Commo .... goes before a tribanal the .xpense of whi.h mak .. 
the .quity whioh is administered at the Court of Chanc.ry dirt eheap 
ind.ed. In fact. the principal obetae\e to a petition at all is that the 
party paying for the redrs .. of this gri.vance-I ml!&ll the gri.vanoo or, 
having baen d.prived of a fair ohan •• of being .I.cted by the free and 
nnbonght SuJ!rageB of hie f.llow •• ountrymen-that the p.tition is 1M> 

ooatiy that no man ."" tell him b.forehand how mu.h it may.ost. Th .. 
eleotion petition may Clost a man 5001., O"r it may cost him 50001.; and JlO. 
Parliam.ntary lawyer who had on. ahred of ...... i ..... would ever venture, 
to'say that he .ould gaorantee him against the largor amount. Th ..... -
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tIOq1I8IlOO is, that "'rr f ... men have the courage to present a petition, and 
to undergo the riek and exponee of following it out before a Committee of 
tha Ronee of Comm..... But suppoeing h. d ... eo-and this is my great 
grievance md charge againet the proceedinge of the House of Oommoue 
-what d ... it end in P H. proves corrupt procsediuge on the part of his 
·opponent, he p1'OV8B corruption on the part of the couotituency, md the 
reouJ.t may he that his oppon.nt is d.clared 1IDl!"'ted. But that d ... not 
:give him the seat; it merely .. yo that there ohall he another el.ction in 
the oam. borough, that he may go again, and, if h. likeo, incur the oame 
.expenoa with the eame proopect of au election petition, and that th ... 
-very men who have been shown to have sold their votes before, may have 
tha privilege of selling them again; mother e1eetion in ouch a eaoa being 
nothing more nor less tb&Il a freoh barveot to th ... corrupt voters who 
"JDake merchandise of their privil.gee .. free citizene. Such being the 
ease, what wonder is it that not one·half of those who lose their elections 
"YeU1me to petition for & redrese of grievances P A friend of mine loot his 
"",nteat for a verr large borough in one of the EBStem oountiee, and he 
told me that he hod a elear .... ageinot his opponent for brih.rr, but he 
<lid not intond to petition, and for this reoaou-he petitioned once before, 
.... d his _ coat him 500l a day, and if he went into a Committee 
again, h. hod no guarautea that it would not cost him 88 much. and tho ... 
fore he ahetaiuod from prosecuting his petition at all." 

Voices of the Dea.cL-01l tha death of Mr. Cobd.n, in April, 
1865, Mr .. Disraeli peased a high eulogium on his cheraotor aa a politician, 
·and in the course of it rema.rked: II There is something mournful in the 
history of this Parliament, when we remember hOW' many of our most 
eminent and valned public m.n heve peased from among no. I C&IlIlot 
refer to the historr of any other P",liam.nt which will hear to poetority 
:80 fatal a record. But there is this consolation when we remember these 
·nnequa11od and irreparable visitatione-that th... great men are not 
altogeth.r loot to no; that their opimono will he of ton quoted in this 
Ronee, their authority appealed to, their judgmento atteetod; even their 
very worda will form part of our discnasiono and debatea. The .. are 
.some members of Parliament who, though not present in the body. are 
,still members of this House, independent of dissolutions, of the caprice of 
cODStituenciea, even of thA course of time. I think. sir, Mr. Cobden was 
·one of these men." 

1'_ of "Cobden .... d Bright."-Mr. Xinglake thus oume np 
'the power exercised by these two men, whose na.mes for a long period 
were invariably aasoeiatod in the politico of the day: .. Th... two 
oratore hod abo .... with what a etreugth, with whet a maatorly skill, with 
what patience, with what a high courage they eould carry a scientific 
-troth through the etorms of politico. They hod eown that they oould 

. :arouee and govem the assenting thousands who listened to them with 
delight.-that they could hend the Honoo of Commol1ll-that they could 
·preaa their creed upon a Prime Minister, and put upon his mind 80 har4 
.a Btreao, that after a 1Vhile he felt it to he a torture and a violence to his 
iZ9&8On to have to malt •• steud againotthem. Nay, more. Each nfth ... 
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gifted men had proved that he could go bravely into the midet of &ng"ty' 
opponent., could .how them their faUaci.. one by one, destroy their· 
favourite theories before their very facea, and triumphantly argon the"". 
d ...... " 

JOHN BRIGHT. 
(1811-1889.) 

The CAve of A4ulla.m.-On the meeting of Parliament in 1866. '" 
Reform Bill WIIB introduced by Earl RUBBe!I'. Administration. Several 
membera iJaua11y found in the nmko of the Liheral party either oppoeed 
or withheld their aupport from the meoaure. Among them Mr. Lowe mol 
Mr. Horaman were moot conspicuona. In a debete on the bill, on the 13th
of March, the following oheervationa by Mr. Bright excited great merri
ment, and gave the IlBme of If Adull&mites JJ to this section of politiei&uB:: 
.. The right honoumble gentleman below me (Mr. HOrBmBll) oaid a IittJe. 
against the Government and a little against the bill, hut had Iaot night .. 
field.night for an attack upon eo humble an individual .. I am. The right 
honourable gentleman is the firSt of the new party who hee expreoood his 
groat grief, who hee retired into what may be called his political cave of' 
Aclu11am, and he hee called about him every one thet wao in distreoo and! 
every one thet WIIB discontented.. The right honourable gentleman hee, 
been anDOUS to form a party in this House. There is scarcely any one on 
this side of the Houoo who is able to address the House with eftect, or tl) 
take much part in our dehl!te., whom he hee not tried to bring OTar to his. 
party or cabal; and at Iaot the right honourable gentleman hee aucceoded' 
in hooking the right honourable gentleman the memher for Calue (Mr_ 
Lowe). I know there WIIB an opinion expressed many yaora ago by ... 
member of the Troaaury hench and of the Cabinet, that two men would 
make a party. When & party is formed of two men so amiable, 80 discreet. 
.. the two right honoarable gentlemen, we may hopa to .. e for the firat 
time in Parliament a party perfectly harmonious, and distinguiahed bI' 
mutual and unbroken troat. But there is one difficulty which it is impos
sible to remove. This party of two reminds me of the Scoteh terrier. 
which WIIB .0 covered with hair thet you could not tell which wao the head 
and which was the tail of it." 

AD Appeal Against W ...... -Mr. Bright'. opooch agsinat the con
tinuance of tho CrimOBll war (Feb. 23, 1855) WIIB perhapa the best example 
of the honourable gentleman'. high .. flights of oratory. It contoined the 
following passage: .. I do not auppooe thet your troopa &r8 to be heeten in. 
actual oontl;.,t with the f .... or that they will be driven into the BOB; but 
I am cortoin thet many hom .. in Englend in which there now oxisto "' 
fond hope thet the distont one may retnrn-many .uch hom .. may be
rendered dc.oIote when tho next mail .hall orrive. Tho Angel of Doatlt 
hao beon abroad thronghout the lend; you may uimoot hoar tho heeting of: 
his winge. Thore is no ono, .. when tho firatborn wore eloin nf old, to. 

• 1 Samuel, ::aU. I, I.. 
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oprinlde with Mood the lintel and the two sid.posta of our doors. that h. 
may spare and pass on. H. tokee his victims from the castl. of the 
nobl •• tho mansion of the wealthy. and the cottage of the poor' and the 
lowly; and it io on behalf of all th ... classes that I make this .. lemn 
appeal. .'. I would ask. I .... ould antroat the noble lord (palm.raton) 
to take a course which. wh.n he looks hack upon his whole political 
~whatever h. may th.rein :lind to be pleased with. whatever to 
regret--mnot but be a aou .. e of gratification to him. By adopting that 
course he would have the ealisfaction of rellecting that. having obtainad 
the object of, his laudable ambition-heving become the foremoat subject 
of the Crown. tho director of. it may be. the destiniee of his country, and 
the presiding geniuS of her councila-h. had .. hi.ved a still higher and 
nobler ambition: that h. had retnmad the sword to its ecabhard-'that at 
his words torrents of blood had ceased to llow-that he had restored 
tranquillity to Europe. and eavad tbis country from the inde.cribable 
caJamitiea of war.". . . 

A lII[oiiern Sindbad;-In the dehate on the Qu •• n·. Meeeage an. 
nouncing the d.cl&re#on of war with RUBsia, March. 1854. Mr. Bright 
condemnad the policy of a war on behalf of TurkOy. and in the course of 
his remarks said, Ie '!!he property-tax is the lever, or the weapon. with 
which the propri.tora of land and' houses in this kingdom will have to 

'support the • integrity ,and independenc.·' of the Ottoman Empire. 
~tlein.n. Icoograt1il.te you that ev.ry man of you has a Turk upon 
his shoulders." 

The Asa between Two Burdena.-In .. ope.ch at the Free 
Trade Hall. Mancheeter. in 1866. Mr. Bright us.d this ill_tion. H. 
&sid: .. Wh.n I look at the great middle c1&ea of this country. and se. all 
that it has don •• and see the political position in which it has been to 
acm. extent content to reat. I cannot h.lp .. ying that it reminda me v.ry 
much of the language which the anci.nt H.bre .... petriarch addres.ad to 
one of hie BODS. He said, C Iseachar is a. strong ass. couching down 
between two burdens.' On the one side there is the burden of seven and 
a half millions per annum. r&iaed by way of ta.:. to k •• p from starvation 
more than 1.200.000 peupers within the United Kingdom-<md on tho 
other h.&u.d, and higher up in the scale, there is mismanagement the most 
gross. th.re is .xtravagance the most reckl .... and th.re is waste the 
most appalling and disgraceful which has ever been seen in the govern_ 
ment at. any conntry. And this is the grand result of a eyetem which 
eyetematically.huts out the miHions. and which .ajolos the middle c1&ea 
by the hocus-pocus of a ParIia.menta.ry Government." 
, The" Intense Glare at the Doors of ParJiamont."-Mr. 
Bright used this .xpression in a spe.ch at Birmingham in 1865. Alluding 
to the fsar which ,the Tories and many of the Whige .niertsiDad of a 

• The critical aenae of the Houae of Commons is alwaya keenl,y aliTa. Thia 
peroration-:" ... listened to in • silence which was itself impl'8lm.l'e, ed the 
," beating of the winge" might 11&1'8 been auw"ble, could it have oaourred; but • 
.member who WM preaent temAfked, cc U he ~.~d Jlct.nf.1lf we shoDld-have 
laughed at onC6. u' . 
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Reform Bill, he aaicI, .. Wh&~ is ~ apparition which a1arms ~m P They 
"'" afraid of ~e live or eil< milliono of Englishmen, grown·np men, who 
.... allowed ~ marry, ~ keep honoo, ~ roar children, who .... expoctcd ~ 
""'" ~eir living, who pay _. who mm obey ~ law. who mm he 
eifuono in all honourable .. nduct-they are afraid of ~e 111'0 or obt 
milliono who by ~ p ...... t oystom of repreoonation are ohut ont, and 
insultingly ohnt ont, from ~ commonest righte of eitisonohip. It may 
happen, ao it happaned thirty yoare ago, that the eyeo of ~e be milliono 
all throngh ~e United Kingdom may he fixed wi~ an intonoo glare upon 
~e doo ... of Parlisment; " wao eo in ~ yoare 1831-32. • • If ~ 
tift milliono ohould unoo nnitedlym ~ir eyeo with an intenoo look upon· 
lha doora of ~t Ho .... where my hononrable friend and I expect eo ooon 
~ enter, I would &Ok, Who shall 8&y them nay P Not ~ mace upon th8 
table of the Housa; not ~e four hnndred oaoy gentlemen of ~e Ho .... of 
Lords, who lonngo in and out of ~t decorated chamber; not ~ d ..... 
gentlemen who call themeol1'OO ototosme ... and who meet in Downing
street; perhapa not e1'011 ~ ... more appalling and more menacing pera011' 
agee who han their lodgment higher np WhitehalI. I .. y there is no 
power in the country, as opinion DOW stands, and as eombination is now 
pouib1e-there is DO power in this eountry tl:aM CUI. say C Nay' for one 
eiugle week ~ ~ be milliono, if they are intent npon making ~eir_y 
wi~ the doora of Parliemont." 
. Parliamentary Cozruption p1'eV8JltiDg .. Dissolllti ..... -In. 
apeeoh at Glasgow in· Oc~her. 1866, Hr. Bright oaid, .. With regard ~ 
• gnnoral election, oomo of you haft reed, and IIW17 of yon know 8Ome
~ of ~ .oot and corruption of • general election. I wm gin you 0"" 
inotan .. and one proof of it. It hao hoen my opinion all aloug ~ it ..... 
~e duty of the Go1'8rnmenl of Lord Rnoeoll, after ~ defeat of their 
Reform Bill during the Iaot .... ion, ~ han disooi1'ed the Parliement. I 
han no reason ~ dishelie1'O what is .... rtod, ~ Lord R ..... 11 himoelt 
..... of that opinion. But. general election wao • hurden which ~e 
inemhe ... of Parliemont did no~ wioh ~ hear. I wao opea\dDg to. member 
Of ~ Go1'Ornment on this quemon, about the time when ~ NSignation 
Of ~ late Go1'Ornmont w .. jm about ~ he eubmitted ~ the Queen, and 
I .... teRing him that I thooght the trao policy, the constitutional policy. 
of ~ Government .... ~ disooln the ParliemeDt. A portion of hia 
&IIlI1n!r .... ~, A memher who site on our side of ~ Honea had 
i.poke:n ~ him .bou~ it. He oaid. • Hy election hao aireedy ooot me 
9000L ;' and he added. • I han, hesides, 3000L more ~ pay.' He oaid 
hrlber, what wao 1'ory reaoonable, ~t this ..... hea"Y burden, that it 
.... grie\'OUB ~ he borne, ~t it put him to exeeeding ineon1'Onienoo. and, 
If the Parliement were disool1'ed, he oould not alford ~ light hia couuty or 
hia borough, .. the .... might he, but would he obliged ~ retire from ~ 
iield, and lea1'O the oontest, if the ... ohould he • oontest, ~ oome one oIao. 
Y 011 wm heHe1'O. then, that the Go1'Ol'Ilment we", greatly pNS&Od by thia 
oonsideretion; and this aonsideretion, added, it may he, to othara. indneed 
them ~ reeign ofIioe rather than ~ disaoln Parliement. Thna yon ha1'8 
• proof ~ whereaa generol eorruption and putridity are ~ deetruetioa 
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of moot bodies which they altect. the oomlption of the preeent Parliament 
was, and is, tJl8 eause of its present existence." ~ 

JI. l' .... Jiame .. t from Temple B ..... -In • speech at Glaagow. ill 
1866, Mr. Bright made this supposition: .. U the Clerk nf the House nf 
~ommoD8 were placed .t Temple Bar. and if he had orders to tap upon 
the shoulder every well-dressod and apparantJy cleaoly.waahed man who. 
passed through that ancient her, until he had numbered 658; and if the 
Crown aummonad thaee 658 to be the Parliament of the United Kingdom, 
my honeat conviotion is thet you wou}d heve a better Parliament thaa 
now eDste. This assertion will stagger BOme timid and BOme good men i 
but let me explain myaeIf to yon. It would be a Parliament every 
member of which would have no direct constituency. but it would be a 
Parliament that would act aa a jury, thet would take &ome haed of the 
facta and argumenta !sid before it. It would be froe, at any rate, from 
the class pr&judices which weigh upon the present House of Commous. 
lt would be frae from the overehadowing praaenoa of what are ca1Ied 
noble familie.. It would owe no ellegisnce to graat landowners, and I 
hope it would have fewer men amouget it ... king their own gam. bl 
entering Parlia.m.ent,n 

. The Derby lIIinatreIs.-SpeakiD,g on Reform .t Birmingham in 
1866, Mr. Bright made the followiJ!g ellnsion: .. The Government of 
Lord Derby in the House- of CODlmQD,B •.. sitting . .all in a.row; reminds me 
very much of a Dumber of amllBing and ingenious gentlemen whom I dare 
&&y 80me of yon have ... n and liatened to; I mean the Cbriety Minatre1s. 
The Christy Minatrels, if I am not miainformed, are, when they are claan 
washed, white men i but they come before the audience as black. 88 the 
h1ackeet negrooa, and by this transformation it is expected that their jokes 
and songo will be more amusing. The Derby Minstrels pretend to be Liberal 
and white; but the fact ie, if you come nearer and examine them closely, 
you will find them to be jnst aa black and curly .s the Tori .. have ever 
been. I do not know, and I do not pretend to 88Y, which of them it is 
thet plays the banjo and which the bon ..... 

Inadequate B.emedieB.-In March, 1868, the EMI of Mayo, as 
Chief Secretary for Iraland in Mr. DisraeIi's Administration, brought before 
the Bouse of Commons the measures ~tended to deal with Irish questiODB, 
and among them a scheme for a new RomaD Catholic University. In the 
course of the discnasion Mr. Bright ridiculed th •• e meaaures .. inade. 
quate to the requirements of the octaBion. and said: It I recolleot that 
Addison, a good while ago, writing about the curious things that happened 
m his time, said there was a man in his eounty-I do not know whether it 
was in Buckinghamshire or not-he was not a Cabinet Minister, he was 
.only • mount.hook-but this mnn .. t up • stall; and to the eountry people 
lie olfered to .. U piIla thet were very good against the earthql18ke." 
(Great laughter.) 

A "!'ree Breakfast Ta.ble."-In addressing the Edinburgh 
-Chamber of Oommerce, of which he had been made an honorary member, in 
1868, Mr. Bright urged his h .. rers to agitate for this object. By the term 
,he included the repeal nf ell remsining duties on tea, colfee, and sugar. 
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A Defence of the Que821.-During tb. Reform agitation in 1866. 
& mooting of the London trades was h.ld in st. Jam •• '. Hall, Mr. Brigbt 
and Mr. Ayrton delivering addre..... Th. Ialter, an..ding to • popnlar 
d.monstration at St. Jam .. •• Park on the prenono day, eenonred tb. 
Queen for not making an appea\-an •• and re.ognising the people. Mr. 
Brigbt thereupon dis.laimed an., participation in ouch a f •• ling. .. I am 
not," he . said,""''' accustomed to stand up in defence of those who are. 
pooaeseoro of crowne. But I could not sit and boar thet oboorvation. 
witbout a ...... tion of wonder and pain. I think tbere has boon, by man,. 
p .... ns, a great injustic. dono to tho Queen in ref.ranee to b.r d ... lat.. 
and widowed position. And I venture to oay this. thet & woman, be abe, 
Queen of a great realm or be abe the wife of on. of your labouring m ..... 
wbo can keep aliv. in ber b.art & great eorrow for the loot object of her 
life and d.ction, is not at all likely to be wantingin a ".at and generous 
Sympathy witb you." . 

The Shnnamm;te WomaD.-On the formation of Mr. GIadoton.'s 
Governm.nt in D.cemb.r, 1868, Mr. Brigbt .... offered and accepted the 
poot of Prooideut ofth. Boam of Trad., with .... t in the Cabinet. 
Addreaaing his conotituenta at Birmingham on his re ... leotion, b. &sid that 
wb.n tb. Prim. Minieter ask.d him to !aim 'offie.,· .. I· have 'reaeon to 
know thet ha' mad. thet proposition with the cordial and graciona 
.. qui .... nc. of her Maj.sty til. QUeen. .'. I sbould have preferred 
much to have remained in the common rank of the simple citizenship in 
which heretofore I have lived. Th.re is a oharming .tory contained in & 

Bingle verse of the Old T.stam.nt, "hi.h baS often struck m. as on. of 
great hoauty. Many of you will recollect thet tb. prophet, in journ.ying 
to and fro ..... very hoopitably entertained by what is termed in the Bibb. 
8 Shunammite woman. ' In return for the hospitality of his .ntertainm.nt. 
ha wishad to make har eom. amende, and h. callad her and asked h.,. 
what th.re W80 that h. abould do for her. :,Shall I apeak for thoo to the 
Xing or to the Captain of the HootP '-'-<md it baS always appeared to me 
to be a great anew.r that the Shunammite woman return.d. She eoid, • I 
dwell among mine own people! When the question W88 put to me
"heth.r I would etep into the position in which I now find m"..lf, tho 
anaw.r from my heart .... the 88IDe-I wish to dw.ll among mine own 
people. Happily, tho time may have come-I trust it haa come-when 
in this country an honest man may entor the service of the Crown, and 
at the sam. tim. not fool it in any degree n.ceaaory to diseociate himeelf 
from his own people." 

The .. Beeidnum. "-Mr. Bright having, in 1878, been made tb., 
subj.ct of .. me v.ry fre8 remarks by. provincial clergyman, for apply
ing the term U residuum» to the working olassea;' he wrote a letter
wA!'mly repudiating the cOll8truction put npon his words, and remarked: 
.. If I had appliad the word 'residuum' to th.' working men of England ,
if I had de.mad or callad them 'the drege of the popn1etion '-uould I 
have given much tim. and labour, and many years of my lif., to prooure 
for th.m the right to live by the free exohange of their induotry, and tho 
rigbt to vote that th.r might ohare in the geverlUl10nt of their COIDltry P 
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I do not remember the time when, or the speech in which, I used the word' 
• residuum.,' or I would refer you to the passage. Yon wollld at once He' 

how utterly unjust and faJse is the .onstru.tion put upon it.» Tho speech, 
.in whic.h the term was employed is not to be found in the authorised 
editions of the honourable gontleman's speeches, but it was delivel'ed on 
tho 26th of March. 1867. dnr\ng the debate on Lord D.rhy'o Reform Bill.. 
Mr. Bright. In arguing that honoehold suJrrage ohould bave ito rootrictions,. 
was then reported by the Times to have said: II At this moment, in aU. or 
nearly all, our boroughs, 88 many of us know, sometimes" to our sorrow, 
th.re is a small clnee whieh it would be much batter for th.mselvee i1 thay 
were not enfranchised, because they have no independence whatsoever. 
and it would be much better for the .Coustitution aJso that they .honld b", 
excluded; and there is no class so much interested in having that smalI 
clneo "".Iuded &8 the Intellig.nt and houe.t working men. I call this· 
cl88S the re.aiduum, which there is in every constituency of almost hopeless. 
poverty and dependence!' In addressing his constituency at Birmingham. 
In 1876 Mr. Bright thus retum.d to the subject: .. You recollect that 1: 
have been sometimes criticised for using a Latin word to describe an 
unpleasant fact-the • residuum.' Dnr\ng the 101. franchis. there was .. 
residuum in every borough very hard to manage. It was ignol'&1lt, un .. · 
principled, sometimes drunken, often corrupt. Now, with the wide
sulI'rage of honoehold. there is aJso a residuum. and the wider the suJrrage. 
the wider the class. to which I refer; and in the counties, if you give 
the franchise to the labourers. there will aJso be a re.iduum. That is .. 
fa.ct we cannot get rid of. Why, there is a residuum in the Bouse of' 
Lords. There are lords who are out of elbows, bankrupt in pUl'Be, and. 
baokrnpt In cbaracter; but it does IlOt follow from that that the Honse
of Lords as a body does not consist of men of great wealth and of very 
high cbarecter too. And tbere is a residuum amonget the Church. No 
on. would more admit than I .hould the high charaeter. and the great 
•• rti •••• and th. devotioll. and the dislnterestodn ... of the great body Qt 
the clergy of the Church of England. for e>:&mple; but th.re are some 
very odd specimens amongst them. So that there would be & residuum if' 
you .rlend the franchise to age popnlation. but it will every day be growing. 
less, we hope. U 

AlW&ya .... Weak Brother" in the Houae.-Durmg the debate. 
on the Lords' amendm.nto to the Reform Bill In 1867. Mr. Bright spoke
against the representation of minorities, and rema.rkod: n I think the. 
Chanc.llor of the Exchequer [Mr. Disrseli] said it was a .cheme to Intra-· 
duc. Into the House all sorta of crotchety people. I bave no obj.ction to. 
crotebety peopl.. I believe there must ba aU sorta of people In this House. 
I have never been in any Parliament in which there has not been at least. 
one member generally believed by the rest of the members to be not quite
strong, and excuses were made for his eccentric conduct because he was. 
not as responsible &8 others. That. probably. will always be the case in. 
the House of Commons." 

. Women a.n.d the I"J:a.n.chise.-On tha 26th of· April. 1876. th .. 
Women'. Disabiliti •• Removal Bill. Introduced by Mr. Forsyth, waa 
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brought up for oeeond reading, and Mr. Bright addressed the H01III8 
~ it. He alluded to hie heving, in 1867, eupported a motion by 
Mr. Stuart Mill in favour of giving the fmuchiee to women, &lid explaiDed 
hie reasons for now adopting a contrary C011rlle, stating that, although he 
bed than votod with Mr. Mill, he had done eo with extreme doubt, &lid 
.m. douhte had been coDfirmad by further consideration. In the courae of 
hie speech he m&de tha following remarks: " We in this Houae heve one 
peouliar knowledge, that il of the p8naJties which we pa,. for .... eonstitu. 
tional freedom. There are mao,. mSll in this Houes who O&IlIlot look heck 
'POll thei> eleotioneering experience withont feelings of .. gret, and I am 
.afraid the .. are eome who m1l8t look heck with feelings of humiliation. 
Now, I should like to &ok the Houes wheth .. it is deei>&ble to introduce 
ow: ,mothers, and wives. and sisters, and daughters into the excitement, 
and the turmoil, and it ma,. be into the very h1lllliliation which aeerne in 
fiery eountry 10 far to attand a ayotam of Parliamentary rep .... ntation 
_whether it be in the Unitod States, wbote 10 man,. systems are triad, or 
in this oOlllltry; and in F ...... , of which we reCllltl,. had an eumple, we 
_ how much the .. is that .... did&tee .... soarcel,. avoid, ,.et m1l8t greatl,. 
-deplore; and we are &okad to introduce the WomSll of England into • 
system like thie, from which we .... hardl,. extract onraelvee without taint 
of pellution, which we look heck upon even with shame and diagoat. I 
won't .. ,. that women would be more Iikel,. to be mo .. taintod in this 
manner than we are, but I believe there ha.ve been some experiences even 
.. in .. the Municipal Act gsve them TOlee. I Imow one place in m,. own 
neighhourhood where scenos of the moot shocking cheractor took place; . 
and in another borough not far from whe.. I live, whose member or 
members vote for this Bill, at 8. recent municipal contest women were 
""rved with whet certainl,. was not wholesome or good for them, during 
the morning and forenoon, until the,. had beSll polled.' I Imow at another 
borough in Laneashire at the last general election there we .. women b;t 
hnndrede, I am told, but at an,. rato in great numbere, drunk end diagraccd 
uuder the temptatiOD8 that were o1!'ered in the fierceness and 1ID8Cru.pU. 

·loum ... · of a pelitical contest. • • M,. sympathiee heve always been 
in favour of a wide eulfrage. The,. are 80 at this moment, and I grieve 
vary much that a messure should be eubmittod in favour of the extension 

.' of the II1rl!rags to which I cannot give m,. ouppert. But I cont ... I am 
unwilliDg for the sake of women themselves to introduce them into tho 

. eontest of our Parliamentary system, to bring them UDder the neceeaity of 
eanvaosing themaelvea or being cenveeaed b,. othe... I think the,. would 
loea much of that, or oeme of that, which is best that the,. now -. 
and that the,. would gain nothiug from being mingled or mixed with the 
contest and the polIing.bcoth. l should Tote for this messure it I were 

. voting 00101,. in the intereate of the men. I aha\l vote against it, I believe 
with parfcct honest,., believing in doing 00 that I am oerring the intereate 
of women themoelvea." The IftCOlld roadiug of the bill ..... negativ&d b,. 
:239 votes againat 159. 

ZOorce . DO lI.emed7.-on the introduction of the Prevention of 
prime in Ireland Bill, Ma,. 11. 1882, Mr. Chaplin put. quootic" to 
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two m.mbers of the Government (Meoors. Bright anel Chamberlain) 
who were aitting aide by aide opposite. .. H. rem.mbered the state. 
ment mad. by the right honourabl. gentl.man the Chancellor of tho> 
Dnchy of Lancaster, and snpported by the Presid.nt of the Board of 
Trade, that 'foree was no remody.' It was the belief of many that that. 
statement bad contributed, probebly, mON than any other statemen!> 
made by any publlo man in England, to the horrible state of thinge 
that existed at that moment. Did they now adhere to that opinion or 
recant it p. In reply Mr. Bright ooid: .. The honourable member for 
Lincolnshire hes made • quotation from a speech at Birmingham which 
was not spoken by my right honourable friend, but by me. When au 
honourable mamber undertakos·to criticise a apocch, it is dooirsble that he 
eould ha.... road it and underatood it. If the honourable gentleman 
would turn to opoechas which I have mode upon this quootion, he would 
di.cover, if be road and understood them, that I have alwa,.. &aid what 
I said then-force is Dot a remedy for the discontent existing in a country 
from canooo which.,., sure to produce diocontent."-Mr. Chaplin: .. Tho> 
quotation I made was, I Force is no remedy/ "-Mr. Bright: U I 8pO"k& 

with regard to grievancas of which I believod the Irioh poople bad just. 
right to complain, and I said that force waa not a just remedy."-Mr .. 
Chaplin: "No remedy/'-Mr. Bright: "Force was DO remedy for the
grievancoo of which I was speaking. Very BOon after that apocch, tho> 
Admjnistration of which I was a. member proposed a very strong meas1ll'& 
of repreooion for Ireland. It is clear, I think, not only from what I ooid, 
but from my euboequont concluat, that I mode no reference to the quastion 
of violence in Ireland when I said that force was no nmedy." 

.... Bright ... 4 the House of I.orda.-In a opocch at Bir. 
mingham Town HaJl in November, 1880, Mr. Bright said: .. I rocollcct 
BOmB ye&l'8 ago making an observation, I believe OD this very platform~ 
about the Houee of Lorde. I soid, in my opinion an h.reditary hoUBO of 
legiolation could not be a pormanent institution in • free country. Some 
time oftot that, wh.n Lord Palmeraton was forming a Government [in 
1859], he wes urged by Lord John RUBO.ll to olfar omcas in his Cabin.t 
to Mr. Cobden and to myoolf. Yon recollect that Mr. Cobden 11'&8 th.n 
in America, and the offico which Mr. Chamberlain now holda W&8 .... rv.d 
to him when he .hould retum to this country. H. returned, but did not 
foe1at liberty to accept it. Lord John Ruaoell wrote to m., and explainod 
to me the reason why Lord Palmeraton foimd that he cou1d not &Ok me to 
join in his Government, and it was this-that I had expressed opinions or 
au opinion .bout an institution in this country which the country thought . 
important and essential, and that there were persons whose support was 
n .. .....,. to his Govcmment who told him that that support would ho> 
withh.ld if I beasmo a m.mber of his administration." 

Withdrawal from 1IIr. Gladstone'. Govermnent.-Qn the 
formation of Mr. G1odetone'. Ministry in 1880, Mr. Bright again became 
his colleague, acoopting the offi •• of Chanc.llor of the Dnchy of Lanc .. OOr, 
with. oeat in the Cabinet. He resigued, however, in J uly,1882, a fe .. de,.. 
attar the bombardment of Al ..... dria. H. made the following remarks 
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<m the subject In the House of Commons on the 17th of July, In ~ 
to ca1ls upon him for personal expl&nation: .. The simple fact iB that I 
eould Dot concD!' with my late colleagues in the Government in their 
policy with regard to the Egyptian Quootion. Some publio write .. have 
aid, and othero beve said in conversation, • Why did I not sooner leave 
the Government-why postpone it to this time, from !&at Tuesday or 
Wednesdsy P '. I might answer that by saying, that my profound regard 
tor my right hononroble frInnd at the head of the Government, and my 
I'8ga.rd also for ~.oae who now sit with him, have induced me to remain 
with them until the very !sat moment, when I found it no longer possible 
to retain my oIli .. In the Cabiuet. The fact iB that the disagreement of 
"'pinion was to a Jorge sxtent fundamsntal. And now I may say that if I 
.had remRined in office it must have been under these eircnmstances
either that I m1lSt have eubmitted silently to many measures wbich I 
myoelf a.!together condemned, or I mllSt have remained In oIli .. In a state 
of constant conilict with my oo1leagnoo. Therefore, it wsa botter for 
them and was botter for me-the Honse, I am snre, will UD&Dimous1y 
agree with me-that I obould have asked my right hononrsblo frisnd to 
permit me to retire, and place my resignation In the hands of tha Queen. 
The Honse knowe-many mambo .. at any rate, who have hed the oppor. 
tunity of observing the facte of my political life, know-that for forty 
yearo at l ... t I have sndeavonred from time to time to teach my country. 
men the opinion and the doctrine wbich I hold, namely, that the mora.! 
1& .. iB not Intended only for lndividuaJ life, but iB Intendea aJso for the 
life and proctiee of Statea, In their deaJinge with one another. I think 
that in the present ease there has been a manifeat viol&tion both of Inter
nationa.! I&w and of the mora.! I&w, and theref ... it iB impossible for me to 
give my support to it. • • I asked my caJm judgment and my oonscience 
what was the part I ought to take. They pointed it out to me, .. I think, 
with an unerring finger, and I am humbly endeavouring to follow it!' 
-Mr. G!&dstone, ria\ng obortly after, obaerved: .. This iB not an occasion 
for arguing the q1lS&tion of di1ference that has nohappily arisen between 
my right hono1U'&ble friend and those who were, and who rejoiced to be, 
hiB colleaguee. But I will venture to 880UTe him that ,we agree with 
him In thinking that the mora.! 1&;' iB as applicablo to the conduct of 
States .. it iB to the conduct of IndividnaJe, and that the di1ferenoe 
between ue-most painful to him, and moot painful to ua all-iB a di1fer. " 
oce upon a particular O88e "and a pertion!&r applicatioll of that 1& ... 
Agreeing with him In the principle, .. e disagree with bim upon the appli. 

. cation of it. It is to us, as it is to him, an occasion of the profounde8t pain; 
hut he carries with him tile nobroken esteem, and upon every other qnsotion 
the unbroken conlidenee, of his oolleagnos, and thair beat and warmeat 
wishes that his happiness and fame will follow him Into the Independent 
position to wbich he has found it neoessary to retire." (Chee ... ) 

Ide ... COlloerning Wu.-Mr. Bright expresaed himaelf .. folio ... 
jn a .poeoh at Birmingham, on the celebration of the twenty-fifth anniv .... 

• The daya immedia.tely .ncoeedina the bombardment.. 
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sary of his connection with the borough: "Un1ess you..." come to the 
time when men, in obedienoe, .. they believe. to the will of God, will 
snhmit to everr lIIICrilioe, I do not see myeelf. and have never oaid, -how 
war ..... he a1waye escaped. I know that, when I preach the doctrine of 
peace, you a.re told I do not thlDk war ..... be justified. or ougbt eve. to be 
_ed on. I thlDk it was Lord PaimeretoJl, in his. I would say. rather 
ignorant manner, who said that what people of my opinion would do, in 
the .... of an invoaion, would be to bargain with the invader for a round 
sum if possible to get him to go home again. But what I say with regard 
to war. speaking of it practically. is tJrls-that the case for it should be 
clear; not a case supported only when men are half craz.y, but when they 
are cool; that the object of it should be sufficient; that the end sought for 
should be peacaahle and should be just; &lid that there should be some 
compens&tion for, a.ud justification of, the slaughter of 100,000 men." 

Ho.raasing Legislation.-One of Mr. Bright·s happy hits ..... 
made in 1874, in response to the cherge urged by Mr. Disraeli against the 
Liberal Minist-q of the day. that they had "harassed everr trade and 
worried every profession.u He remarked: " They say that we-that is. 
the Liberal party-have disturbed eIeeses and interests U1lJlocessarily; that 
we have ha.rassed almost all BOriS of people, and have made ourselves very 
unpopular thereby. Without doubt. if they bed bean in the Wildern .... 
they would have condemned the Ten Commandments .. a harassing piece 
of legialation; though it d ... happen that we heve the evidence of more 
than thirty centuries to the wisdom and nsefuIn ... of these oommand. 
ments." 

A Sa.nguina Anticipati .... -In the course of • speech on reo 
oeiving the freedom of the eity of Glasgow. March 23, 1883, Mr. Bright 
oaid: "I sometimes thlDk that by and bye our party politi .. will aImo.t 
die out. for there do not seem. very many questions now on which gre&t 
conflicts can arise. Every Parliament they are djmjnishing, and perhaps 
we shall come to be a happy company, in which we have hardly anything 
to disagree about. But, whether that be so or not. I.mort all men who 
... what has boOn done in the psst to heve faith in it, and.to believe that 
the legialation founded on the highest, and noblest. and the most moral 
principles is tha Iegislstion which the people heve a right to claim. and 
from which they may hope to gain the greatest advantage .... 

Electoral "l'ads."-Mr. Cherles Seely, M.P. for Nottingham, in 
1888 suggested the election of a-new' "class of representat.ive8 in the fol
lowing manner. Out of a Honse of 660 membere, 600 would be chosen by • 
the constituenoies in t.he usnal way, and the odd sixty by those who had 
been air%dy elected. This, it WB8 thought, would .ecure admission to the 
Rouse of Commons of able men, whol through we&kness of voice or other 
personal cause, were unable to make the usual appeal to a constituency. 
The opinion of Mr. Bright being asked on the subject. he made the 
following reply: "I ..... give you no favourable opinion of the plan you 
refer to. It is wholly opposed to the spirit and principles of our Consti. 
tution, and olIe .. no advantage to compensate for this. As to admitting 
men into Parliament whom electors will Dot elect, or whose condition o~ 
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health or 'Voice will not allo... th.m to undertake an appeal to a con. 
stitueney, the proposition .. ems to me not a little lndicrons. Man feeble 
In heslth, and men not able or willing'to go through tha ordeal of an 
appeal to a oonstituency, may toke othar means of serving the public; th& 
Parliamentary path is not th.ir path; and to open a n .... gate for thoe& 
Incapable of making nse of the ancisnt and cOIlBtitutionai road is a propo. 
oition not serioualy to ha regarded. Parliam.nt has already an abundant 
aupply of c1.ver m.n, men who can both think and talk. W. need nc> 
new pIen of admitting feeble folk, feeble In body and in voic .. and In th .. 
PO"'ai' and qua\itiee which recommend men to tho notice and confidence of 
electors. I advise you to keep to the old ways; tho n .... fads, minority 
chances, and n .... modes of making a Parliament, all tend to mischief: 
they show mistrust of tha psople, and they are mainly Intended to weaken 
the popular voica. I am for none of these things." 

Almual Parlia.menta.-The following observations "ere mad. by 
Mr. Bright at Birmingham In 1885: .. What did the Chartists actually 
osk for P Sis thinga, four of which many of them had livad to ... con· 
.eded by the L.gisl&ture. Annual Parliaments they had not got, nor 
were they Iik.ly to get th.m. What a miserable idea that was I H .. 
shonld emigrate if they were to have an aIeotion ev.ry year. It would he 
_durable." 

.... Bright ItO the Jl.ight of Veto.-At a meetin!! of Ia'berel 
memhare of Parliament In the conference room of the Foreign Office, a 
f .... daya after the reeolution of the Honse of Lords In 18&1 on th" 
Franchis. Bill (p. 64), Mr. Bright followed shortly after Mr. Gladstone In . 
addreesing the ass.mbly, and said: ft I hold that it is not consistent with 
tha charseter and freadom of a great nation Iik. this country that an 
irresponsible Ho .......... Honse that is not repreeentative-ehouid have th" 
po ......... ry fe ... ysars of bringing about a great and grave crisis Iik .. 
this. I said this many ysars ago, and I do not obj ... t to repeat it. Lord 
Palmerstou gave in former years, 88 .. reason for not asking me to be &. 

member of his Government, that he could Dot ofter me office because I 
had expressed, In regard to on. institution that the country beli.ved to ha 
easential, vi ..... "hich, were I one of his .olleago .... would drive from him 
the support n .. &Beary for his Govarnm.nt. My reply was that an h ..... 
ditary Honse of Peers is not, and cannot be, a p.rpetual ,institution in & 

fraa oountry. I consid.r. ho".""r, that questions Iik. this might bo 
.. Ived without having recourse to violenc.. insurrection, or revolution. 
The Crown, so popular throughout the .ountry. and so important In 0111" 
eystem, has lou!! ego given ap its absolute right of v.to; and in th .. 
Unit..t States tho President has In many things mach more pow .. than 
the Prime Minister. He has a veto, but the veto can be ov.rrulad unde .. 
certain conditions. A. certain majority of the House, or Houses, can 
overbear his veto. It w.uld be a great advantallO, in my opinioa, if som .. 
limitation were put to the veto of the House of Lords.» (See also p. 897.) 

An UneDnabl. J'ositioD..-cc The life of a Oabinet Minister,· 
laid Mr. Bright at Birmingham In 1885, .. is one needing very otrong 
heslth. a very os.ellant otomo.h, and a 'oonseienoe "hi.h d ... · not 
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trouble him. It is a position which no sensible man would for a moment 
envy!' 

party Leadership a.nd Political Independenoe.-Mr. Bright 
wrote as follows to Mr. C.ine in Juno, 1886: .. It is not pl .... nt to see 
how unforgiving Bome of our heretofore Liberal friends are, if their repre .. 
sentatives refuse to surrender judgment and conscience to the dem&nds or 
the eudden chsugss of their political leader. The action of our clube sud 
associations is rapidly engaged in ma.king delegates of their members,· 
and in insisting 011 their forgetting all principles if the intereste of " 
pm.y. or the leader of • party, are supposed to be at stake. Whet will be 
the value of • party, when its whole power is laid .t the dispoaal of • 
leader from whose authority no appeal is allowed P A.t this moment it is 
notorious that scores of members of the House of Commons ba.ve voted with 
the Government who, in private. have condemned the Irish Bills. Is it WiSB 
for a Liberal elector or coustitu8ncy to prefer such a member, abject at 
the feet of a Minister, to one who tokes the course dictated by his con· 
science and his sense of honourP" A feW' months later Mr. Bright wrote 
to another correspondent: U I have not been able to march with the elubs 
and associations which shont for measures whioh little more than & year ago 
thoy would heve condenmed. We heve not yet had &11 infallible lander, 
and, till he appears upon the scene, I must preserve my own liberty of 
judgment.') 

.. PersonalJy Conducted" Kemben.-The following remarks 
were made by Mr. Bright in &11 address to his constitnente at Birmingham. 
J ul1 1, 1886, when he was retUl'lled unopposed: !C We have a qnestion 
before us (thet of Home Rule) not smaller, perhaps greater for th& 
time, than anyone of those that bve occupied our attention in past years. 
But we e&U, at any rate, agree in this-that if the question itself be one or 
greet magnitnde, tbe temper. of the people should be gre.t; tb.t the .... 
should be a generous movement in all our minds j that, if we can, we should 
gire oredit for sincerity to those who differ from 11&, as wo may ask them 
to give oredit to 118, who are obliged. to differ from them. Daring moro 
thsu twenty years I heve been acting in Par\ismentary life alongsido the 
action of the otill eminent leader of the Liberal party (Mr. Gl&detone). 
I heve not been a follower of tho leader of the Liberal pIIrly. I heV& 
hseu one of those heppy, to a lafge extent, to work alongside of him. 
&I1d to give whet little otrength I could to everything in which he W&a 

engaged that tended, in my opinion, to advance the true interests of the
country. Now if I were to speak, porheps it might be rather out of 
place, but I might .. y thet, on the whole, the leade .. of tbe Liberal pIIrly, 
daring tho time thnt I have been in Par1isment, heve generally followed 
the course I have argued for and insisted upon, even before t.heir convince_ 
mont thet it was right. (Chee ... ) There are men in tho House of 
CommoDB-I know. good many, and some very pleasant and intimata 
friends of mine-who heve no notion of anything but following. They 
ha'Fe no trouble in considering great questions. There is their leader, and 

• Se. pa.g. 160, II Representatives &oDd Constituenta." 
DD 
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where he lends they follow. They remind me very much of Iho.e gentl .. 
men ",·ha go out 8S tourists with Mr. Cook. They enjoy great security, 
because they are personally conducted." 

:Rapid Changes of Ministry.-lIIr. Glaastone's Course 
on Kome :Rule. - Mr. Brigllt made the folIowing remarks at a 
LiberaJ Unionist b&Dquet to Lord Ha.rt.ingto"n, Aug. 5, lSS7: "Looking 
back over the last two years, a very remarkable case has ocemTed. I 
think we hardly know in our constitutional history a time when we have 
had DO less than three Administrations within 8 twelvemonth-that is, 
three Administrations were destroyed by Parliamentary votes during that 
periOO. Ou Juue 8, 1885, Mr. Gbuistone'. Government W88 defested by a 
smalI majority, and Mr. Gladstone resigned. On Jsnuary SO, 1886, Lord 
Salisbury's Govemmen~J which had come in meanwhile, was defeated by a 
vot. specially directed ana lea by the right honourable member for Mid. 
lothi&ll, and he was driven out of office, being succeeded. 88 he was pre_ 
cedsd, by Mr. Gladstone; snd that vol" against Lord Salisbury was carried 
mainly by gentlemen who 1.00 opposed him at the elections, snd snpporled 
Mr. Glad.tone. On the 7th of J nne. 188S-the first of the.e lransaetions 
haTing taken place on the 8th of June, 1885, and, therefore, one day leea 
than twelve months-Mr. Gladstone waa defeated by • majority of thirty. 
and his Government broken up. Therefore there were within twelve 
mont-he throe Administrations destroyed, and two general elections took 
place within little more than six months." After referriDg to t.he later 
course of events, and to :Mr. Gladstone's reeent action, the speaker went 
on to remark: "When I consider all this, I must say that I am tilled with 
amazement and sorrow. I ha.ve been silent for a year, and have abstained 
from speaking on tbese queationo, because I did 110t like Ie have Ie find 
fault with a man with whom I have acted for ao msny years, and for 
whom. I Dye had 80 much reverence and so mueh sympathy. But when I 
consider tl .. t Mr. Gladstone has been thirty years a Cahillet Millister, and 
that for ten years he haa been the first Ministet and confid ... tial adviaer 
of the Sovereign, &D.d that he is at We moment .rejeetiug and condemning 
the deciaioDB of the constituencies-that he hRS been during this session 
aiding in distnrbing Parliamentary buainess, that he haa been urging 
electors to join his ranks by arguments, and SUggeStiODS. and offers whieh 
110 atateaman, in my opinion. ought to make-I think I have reason. for 
the amazement I have expre88ed and the sorrow I haTe felt. BowenI' 
Liberal, and however 1'eforming, a great Minister should be Conservative 
in tho true and the highest Bens.. That i. his duty to the So.ereign and 
to the people. But I observe in Mr. Gladstone's reeeut course a wido 
deviation from this principle, and my confidence IUL! been correapoudingly 
shaken. It we are in the House of Commons mainly and generally on 
vital questions, if luch occur, almost compelled to support A Consorntivo 
Government. it is Dot because we ]l&Ve changed our opinions 88 to ancient 
Oonservatism and ancient Libenilism. We feel that we cannot tollow in 
a path of dsrkne .. and donger. We ha.e left the old ranks, it is true, 
but it would be more corr •• t to say tbat the old renks b •• e lert us. Wo 
cannot bow down to a name, however great, WhOD coupled with a policy 
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.and measures which are DOW almost universally condelDlled. but which the 
author has Dot the colll'Bt,"'e to abandon." 

A Master of Oratory.-It was said of Mr. Brigl.t by tbe Marquis 
of Salisbury in the Ho.... of Lords. Marcll 28. 1889, .. He W88 the 
grestest Dlll8ter of Englisb oratory that this generation-I may perbape 
say, several generations back-have produced. I ba'\"e met men who have 
heard Pitt and Fox. and in whose judgment their eloquence at ita best 
"Was inferior to the finest eft'orls of John Bright. At a time when much 
.speaking has depressed and almost exterminated eloquence, he maintained 
thatrobast. powerful. and vigorous styl. of English which gave fitting 
.expression to the burning and noble thoughts he desired to utter." 

Preparation.-Bishop Wilberforce recorded in his diary, .. May 29 
{1867).-Dined Gladston.·.. Bright talked " great deal. Studies his 
speeches; prepares his illustrations and quotations. Had prepared both 
CafJ6 and Dog.". 

ROBERT LOWE (LORD SHERBROOKE). 
(1811.) 

"'The White-headed Bo:y."-In Sir Francis Doyle's "Remi. 
niscences" the Wl'ltcr gil·es the followiDg, respeetwg an incident at one of 
the meetings of the Oxford Union Dehating Society, .. The great oratorical 
.event of my time was Mr. Gladst.one's speech a.gainst tho first Reform Bill. 
The debate as a whole, being- the outgrowth of genuine passion. and an 
-excitement shared by all, was better than the average. Most of the speakers 
-rose more or less above their ordinary level, but when Mr. Gladstone sat 
<lown. w. all of us felt that an epoch in our Ii ... bad occurred. It certainly 
was the finest 8l)oech of his that I ever heard." Tho writer's attention had 
been attracted during the debates to one whom he took to be merely & listener, 
.. , an old gentleman with anow·white h.o.ir," and ho was l)reselltly surprised 
to find him taking part in tbe proceedings. .. Whilst the debate was 
going on, some .arnest young Tory bad denounced L01·d Grey IIJld hi. 
<lolleagnes as a vil. crew of traitors. H. bad herdly finished, when up 
jumped my patria.rch (it was the BllDlmer term, with the boat races in full 
force), and in a bold and vigorous tone of voice took him to task thus: 
.. The honourable gentleman has called her Majesty's Ministers a crew. We 
.accept the omeu-& crew they are i and. with Lord Grey for stroke, Lord 
Brougham for steerer. and tho whol.psople of England luillooing on th. 
Danks, I can tell the honourable gentleman they are prctty sure of winning 
th.ir rac • .' Down h ... t,Jondly and deservedly applauded. But I fell in 
a state of b.wilderment that p ..... description. I thought my respected 
lfethn&elah had suddenly gone mad. On recovering myself', however, 
I made inquiries, and soon discovered that I had been rerering as an 
ancient sage the famous white-beaded boy, Bob Lowe, now flourishing as 
Lord Sherbeook.. H. afterwards h.ld his plac •• till I left Oxford. 88 one 
.()f the most effective of our young speakers." 

• Seo p. 890. 
»»2 
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"Tampering" with the Kouse of Commons.-J4r. Lowe 
attained first r.nk .s a debater by his speeches against Befonn in Parlia
ment between 1865 and 1867. The following characteristic p .... ge 
occurred in a speech delivered in March. 1866: .. In the course of a. long 
and illustrious career, this House of Commons has gathered into its hands 

.• very large proportion of the political power o£ the conntry. It bee out
lived the influence of the Crown; it haa shaken off the dieiation of the 
aristocracy; in finance nnd taxation it is supreme; it has a very large share 
in legislation; it CDll control and unm •• and sometimes nearly make, 
the executive Government. Probably, when the time shall arnl'8 that the 
history of this IlStion shall be written as the history of that which boa 
passed away. it may be thought tbet too mnch pow.r and too much inllu_ 
ance 1rere concentrated and condensed in this great assembly, and that 
England put too much to hazard on the peraoI18l qI18lifications of those 
who sit within these walls. But, Sir, in proportion as the powers of the
House of. Commons are great and paramount. 80 does the exploit of 
endeavouring to amend it-s constitution become one of the highest and 
noblest e«orls of ststesmanship. To tamper with it lightly. to deal with 
it with unskilled hands. is one of the most signal acts of presumption or 
folly." It W88 in the same speech that, alluding to the iDfluonce of the
cOJl8timencies on the House, Mr. Lowe remarked, •• As the polypus takes 
its colour from the rock to which it affix .. itself. 80 do the members of 
this House take their character from the constituencies. If you lower 
the character of the constituencies, you lower that of the representatives, 
and you lower the character of. this House." 

l'o .... boaings.-In tbe course o£ the asm. debatse in 1866. Mr. Low. 
also •• pre .... d himself as follows: .. I am not afraid o£ the peopl. of this 
oonntry. What I do fear. what filIa me with the gloomiest misgivings. is 
thet I ... a number o£ g.lltl.mOD of rank. property. and intelligence 
earried away wit,hout even being cdDvinced. or "ven over-pel'S1l8d.ed, to 
support a policy which many o£ them i .. their hearts drA.st and abhor. 
Monarchies .xist by loyalty. aristocraci .. by hOllOur. popular .... mbli .. 
by political virtue. Wh.n the .. thingc begin to fail. it is in their I .... 
and not in comets •• clipsas. and asrthquak ... that we are to look for the 
portents that h.rald the fall of Statse. D And again: .. We are about to 
exchange certain good. for more than doubtful change; w. ars about to 
barter maxims and traditions that ha.... n.ver failed, for theories and 
doctrines that have never succeeded. Democracy you may have at any 
time. Night and day the get. il open that lasda to that bars and level 
plain, where every mits'·nest is a ·mountain and ,every thistle a forest.tree. 
But a <lilvernment luch as that of England is the work o£ no human hand,. 
It Iiaa grown up by the imperceptible aggregation o£ centuriea. It is a 
thing which w. only can .njoy. which we cannot impart to others. and 
whioh, once lost, we cannot recover for ourselT88." 

The .. Shuttl.oook" of Beform.-Political D.Mello .... -
Mr. Lowe W88 at times Bevere}.y facetious on the aborHve attempts made 
by successi.e <lilv.rom.nts to .. ttl. ths question of Parliamentary 
Reform. On one occasion he remarked; n The wILy in which the two 
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parties Imve tossed this question from one to the other, reminde me of 
nothing eo much .. a young lady and young gentleman playing .t Imttle
dore and shuttlecock. After tossing the shuttlecock from ons to the 
<>ther a few times, they let it drop and begin to :IIirt." In .. speech 
in May, 1866, on the Reform Bill of Earl Russell's Administra.tion, he. 
thus noticed the objection raised by the Government to .. postponement 
'Of the measure, tha.t their honour would not permit them to take that 
course: U I think we have heard too much about the honour of. the 
Government. The honour of the Govermoent obliged them to bring in a 
Reform Bill in 1860. It was withdrawn under circumstances which I 
need not allude to. and, 88 soon as it was withdrawn, the honour of the 
Government went to sleep. It slept for five years. Session after session 
it never so much 88 winked.. So long 88 Lord Palmerston lived. honour 
slept eoundly; but whon Lord Palm.rotan died, and Lord RUBSell 
succeeded by seniority to his plnce. the 'sleeping beauty J woke up. 
• . I think. there was no great accession of honour gained last 
Mondey in the division, when the Honse really by their voto took the 
lilanagement of the committee out of the hands of the Executive. All 
the .. tllinge do not matter much to ordina.ry mortals, bnt to. peoplo of & 

Castilian turn of mind they are very serious. Sir, I haTe ~ome to the 
-conclusion that there must be two kinds of honour. and the only consola
tion I can administer to the Government is in tho words of Hndibraa--

I n he that'B in the ba.ttle s1a.in. 
Be on the bed of honour lain, 
Then he that's beaten may be Pid 
"To lie on honour's truckle-bed! r, 

To thia Mr. Glada.tooe retorted, .. All th.t portion of the right honourable 
gentleman's speech waS ODe gross and ~-ODtinued error both of taste and 
judgment. Because, Sir. in these matters we must look, not only at the 
merita of tho eermon, but at the individuality of the prea.cher; and I 
want to know what charge is to he made against the Government on thia 
score, which cannot be made at the very least 88 easily against my right 
hononrsblo friend P In tlmt • truckle-bed' the .. may he a bcd-fellow." 

Household Su1I'rage and Education. - .. Our l'uture 
lII[asters."-On the third rea.ding of the Reform Bill in 1867, Mr. 
Lowe again denounced the extension tbat had been mnde in the franchiso, 
:and thus referred to Mr. Bright: U The honourable member for Bum.ing
Imm ha.d bean agitating the country ~r honsehold snffrnge--notmeanmg, 
-as we see by his conduct this session, to get household suffrage. He has 
.got it now, and I ask, is he of opinion tlmt it is caayto stop whon yeu like 
'in the path of concession P The honourable member is something like 
Don GioV&1lD.i-whieh. by the W&y, is Italian for John. The Don asked 
the Commend.atore to supper beca.use he thought he eould not come; but 
the Commendatore did come. He said, I Don Giovanni, yen have invited 
me, and I am here! • That is very much the position 'Of the honourable 
member for Birminglmm. He invited honsehold S1llfrage and it hu 
come j yon can never stop when once you set the ball rolling." Mr. 
·Lowe went on to say: II I believe it will be absolutely necessary to compel 
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our future masters to learn their letters. It will not be unworthy of "
Oonservative Govel'llment, at &Dy rate, to do what can be done in that· 
direction. I was opposed to centralisstion-I am ready to accept centra. 
Iisation. I WD8 opposed to an education rate-I am now ready to accept. 
it. The question is no longer 3 religious question; it is a political one. 
From the moment th&t YOll entrust the masses with power, their education 
becomes an absolute neceasity; and I believe that the existing system is one 
whieh is much superior to the much-vaunted continental system. But. 
we sha.ll have to destroy it; it is not quality but quantity we shall require." 

-:fhe Sllpl"eme Power in the State.-" Tremendous SiJI:l.. 
plicity,"-In March,1879, a motion in favour of the e.tension of the 
principle of household sWfrage to connties wes made in the House of' 
Oommons, and opposed by Mr. Lowe. In the course of his remarks he 
&Sid, .. Most of us heve been brought up in the doctrines of De Lolme and 
B\aekstons. We bave been told that the English Oonstitution is on. 
above all that have existed, thet it is nic.ly and carorully balanced, that it 
is mad. up of dillerent bodies, eech of which bee prop.r fanctiona 
aasigned to it, to which it confin.s its.If, and that by tho proper discberg .. 
of its duty it controls and prevents excess in any of the others. We have. 
Blackstone's theory that the King repreaante pow.r, the Lorda represent 
~pm, and the Honse of Oommoll8 represent good intentions (laughter),. 

. and that each of them discbarges its functions without in tho elightest 
degree trenching upon the fanctions of the oth.r. W. hev. indulg&d in 
these dreams long enough; let us awake from them and see what is the 
reality. No doubt the time was "hen tho King had predominant power 
in England; but who can say that is tho .... now P Without going into
detaila, it is sufficient to 88y that tho regal power.is of auck II nature now 
that it really a1!ords no strong or sufficient check or balance at all in our 
Oonstitution. I aln old enongh to rem.mber when the House of Lotds 
measured itself with the House of. Oommons and challenged or overthrew 
its decisions. Who can 88y it is ao now P That ch.ck also baa d.parted. 
The fad is the whole power of executive administration is Tested in the. 
Government of the dny, and that depends for its existence upon the House
of Oommona; and tho whol. pow.r of thia conntry-..ll thet w. have read 
of as divided among the dillerent •• tate. of tho realm-has really now 
entirely c.ntred itself in tho House of Oommons, and everything turns upon 
ita will. . . Our Constitution has been reduced to a state of what I can. 
only call trein.n(lon. simplicity. W. hev. simply an elective Aasembly, 
and in that .lectiva Aaoemhly all the pow.rs of the State are really 
gath.red up, and in it they are centred. If that be BO, and if thet .lective 
Aasembly misconductits.lf, tho only remedy is to go hack to the con. 
atitueneiea from whieh it is elected and to !'efer the matter to them, 
and from their decision there is no appe8I, however momentoua it maJ' 
be. Having a body to which we heve given tho whole power ov.r the 
State in this country, which really haa the single auprem. power, which 
everything bows before, we should take care thet it is fit for tho diacbarp 
of that duty. That i. the point of vi." from which I would aua-gest tha$ 
honourable gontlcmen should look at this queation, and th.y should aon-
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sider whether. in the circumstances which must necessarily arise. if we 
enter upon this dol1'Jlward C01ll'S8 we are invited to follow, we enn answer 
for the saf.ty of our institutiODS. " 

".a. Practical man. D_In 1880 Mr. Lowe abandoned his former 
position with ... gard to the extension of the franchise, and thus ga ... his 
reasons, in a speech on his re-election for London University: n You took 
me as your representative at a time when you knew that I differed from 
the m888 of t.h. Liberal party on the subj.ct of the franchise. Th.t was & 

kindn ... I shall n.~er forget. What h .. happened with ... gard to that 
question of the franchise P Wh)" this. One half of the subject boa been 
settled by those with whom I acted at that time, the Tori .. themee1Vl1B. 
you .... thet Sir Stdord N~cote boa bean complaining of the masses 
of people "ho han &prong np e~f)'Where, as if th.y were the dragon'. 
teeth. But who .. wed the dragon's teeth P This boa to be said, to the 
erodit or diseredit of the TO!')' (',.. .. rom.nt-thet this greater number of 
people have 'Ute franehise beeause the Tory Government, out-trumping 
the Whigs. gaTe it to them. Well, gentlemen. now comes the question of 
the county franchise. I am a pnr.ctical man. You know th.,t I fought 88 

long as them was • possibility of success; but I am DOW in this dilemma
if I go on an)' forther I must unite with the Tori .. , who ba ... already 
d ... i~ and betrayed me (langhter and cheers), or else I must coul ... 
myself, as I humbly do, utterly beaten in this matter. I must eouless that 
public opinion is entirely against me, and giTe up all opposition whateTer. 
Gentlemen, I prefer the latter course. (Cheere.) Politic. are a practical 
.. ience, and, as I have said from the first, ... hat I deaired was that the 
subject should be fairly brougbt before the countr)', and that ... e .hould have 
its decision upon the question. Well, it boa heen brought before the country 
in this election, and the decision of tha Liberal party boa heen, .. far as I 
Imow, ahaolutely UIlIIIlim01l8. I, therefore, have nothing to do but to bo ... 
to that decision, and to hope thet it may turn out better tban I, for some 
tim. eertainly, was in the hahit of apprehending." 

"lb< Lllce Lllcellum. D-Presenting Public PetitioDS.-On 
the 24th of April, 1871, • IaIge procession of match·makers reeident in 
the East-end of London was dispersed by the poliee wbile on ita .... y to 
Westmineter Hall. The object of the .... mblage ...... to present a 
pention to the Honss of Commona against the tax of one belfpeuu)' 
npon ... h box of lucifer match .. , propossd by Hr. Lo"e, the Cbancellor 
of the Eubequer. in submitting .his budget for the year. Several 
queetioua "ere, in oonsoquenea, put to the Home Secretary (Mr. Bruce) 
by nriona membera on the 28th, relative to the grounda on "hich the 
purpose of the pelinon8!8 had heen interfered with and prevented by the 
pollee authorities. The Home Secretary, in reply, et.ted .. that such a 
proeeeeion wsa contrary to Iaw-tbe Ia .. being that no 1af1!8 bodies of 
pereone sheuld go either to the Sonreign or to Parliament for the purpose 
of _ling. petition. The number permitted by Ia" doee not eured 
ten per!IOII& The Act of Georga III., Imown as tha One Mile Act, applies 
to meetings, and provides thet neh meetiuga as that of Monday last shall 
not be held within ODe Dille of W eatminster. h The tax referred to ...... to 
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have b.en collected by me&l18 of a stAmp affis.d to each bolt of match ••• 
1h lu .. Z .. ceU"m-" out of light a littl. profit "-was the motto devi .. d 
by Mr. Low. for the labels connected with thi. Dew impoot. The Oom. 
mittee. however, refused its aa.netioD to tlmt mode of increasing the 
reveDue. The Ohancellor had imporled th. id .. from the,United Stot.., 
where .. similar tu: produces .. considerable. amount BIU1ually. 

Introduction of the Sovereign's Name in Debata.-An 
Apololl7.-An imporlaut discuoeion aro .. in the Houoe of Oommouo on 
the 2nd of May. 1876. Mr. Low., at a Liberal hanquet.t Eaot Retford, 
had "poken againot the Roya1 Titl .. Bill, enabling th. Queon to IIB81ImO 

the title of Empreoe of India, and said: .. I otroDgly 81lS]>I!ct that this is 
not now brought forward for the first time .. I violato no c0n6.den •• , 
because I have received none; but I am under a conviction that- at least 
two previous .Ministers have entirely refused to have anything to do with 
such .. change. More pliant pel'8Oll8 have nnw 1MMm fnnnd. and I have no 
doubt tha thing will be dODO." Mr. O. E. Lewis bronght the onbject 
before tho House of Oommouo, moving for a copy of the ooth takeu by 
Privy Councillors, and said that, if Mr. Lowe's statement were true. two 
Prime Ministers moot have broken their oath" to keep .. cret tho Queen'. 
co1U1S8l." Mr. Lowe in reply denied the right of any member to call him 
to account for anything said at .. meeting in the country. unless the 
privileges of the House were infringod, or 8 personal attack were made on 

. an individual member. Thereupon Hr. Disraeli, as the head of the 
Government. said.Mr. Lowe had attempted to hold up to public infamy 
the chief Minioter by aaoertiug that, after the Sovereign had bean balked 
and baliled in her appaolo to proviooo Ministero, ehe had fouud a pliant 
and a .ervile inotrument who woe now ready to do har will. If the ·.toto. 
mant ao to the propoa&1s to previous Ministers w ... tmo, it ought not to 
have baen made by a Privy Conn.i11or~and ODO. who had been a Cabiuet 
Minister; but wao it troeP Mr. Gladotono_had.immedistoly denied it, BO 

far as he WBS ooncerned, in a letter to the-preas. and Mr. Disraeli said he 
had lived on snch torme of political c0n6.deoce with Lord Derby, eopocially 
at the time when the Queen soeomed the govemment of India, that he 
wao .bl. to .. y that no BOch propooal had ever bean made to him. As to 
Lord Roseell and Lord Palmeraton, Mr. Disraeli wont on to .. y he W&8 

authorised by har Majeoty to make a .tolAlment to the Honse. Some 
objectiona wore urged on the Opposition Bide to thio .totemenl haing 
received; but the Speaker raled that ... the nome of the Sovereign W&B nol 
to be introduced to inftuence the opinion of the Housel the communieat·ioD 
Mr. Disrasli propooed to make woe not out of order. The Prime Minioter 
then said there wao not tho olighteotfoundstion for .Mr. Lewo'. otory, and 
that the Quean had authorised him to .tote that at DO timo had any 
proposol to inlroduoe .uch a m0880re boon made to any Minister. The 
otory. therefore. woe a piece of calumnioDB gooeip of the kind which 
would a1wayo be oirculated, bot whioh no one woold expect from the 
mouth of a Privy Oouncillor and an ex-Oabinet Miniater.-Mr. Lewisl

• 

motion waH oorried by 91 to 87, and .two nights afterward. Mr. Lowe 
aoked permiaaion of the House to make a poroonal .totement. He said h. 
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hed employed the interval in oonsidering the matfAlr, and, although he had 
believed the statement made at RatfON to he true at the time, he mnat 
acknowledge he ought Dot to have made it. co It was wrong," said he, 
ci because DO one has .. right to drag t·he name of the Sovereign, even 
indirectly, into our dispute. in this House. (Chee ... ) I Bincerely regret 
that I did Dot remember the foot thet in the whole of the Queen'. 
dominions her Majesty is, hy reason of her sovereign dignity, the only 
person npon whom is impoeed the disability of not heing able to say any. 
thing in personal defence. That alone, if there was no other reason, 
ought to have closed my mouth, and I hope the House will consider my 
acknowledgment both full and ample. (Chee ... ) Bnt, Sir, that is not all. 
.Al:ler the communication which her Majesty hse heen pleseed to ma.ke, I 
""",,ot doubt for 8 moment that I wse entirely miata.k.n in what I seserted; 
and nothing remams for me except to express my most sincere and 
.,xtrem. regret, sa on. who is wholly and hsartiJy a dutifnl sud loyal 
subj.et of h.r Majesty, thet I have caused her Majesty to have been 
"put to what .ha will have f.lt the disagreesble neeeseity of making a 
-communication on such a subjoct to the Rouse-a. necessity that ought 
never to have been impoesd npon her. I retract .v.rything that I .. id, 
and, if sueh a thing be proper from a eubjaot to hie Sovereil:n, I humbly 
offer my most sincere apologies to her Majesty for the error ,that I have 
committed." (Loud cheers.) 

The GoldeD Age of .. Governmnt.-In the course of a spo.eh 
returning thanks for hie ..... Ieetion by the University of London in April, 
1880, Mr. Lowe eaid: .. What I want to point out to you is what I think 
it extremely important should be always remembered by Governments, I 
having now had the houov of serving in a good mey. The first moments 
of a Governm.nt are golden. N .poleon eaid th.t peopl. grow old quickly 
on fields of battli!l i but Governments grow old more quickly still in the 
hattle·Ii.1da of Parliament. The first ysar of a Government is golden, 
the BOCODd .Uve .... sud it soon arrives at the iron age. Wisdom lies in 
.eizing aa far as possibl. upon these golde .. momenlB. ~ Things may be 
done and qaeeliono may he settled hotwee .. this time sud n •• t August, 
whieh if delayed it might aflerwarda be impossible to do or settle for te .. 
years. There is .very .timnlus to activity sud boldn.... Now is the tim. 
whon we can really .trik. with efr.e!, wh ...... nobody ean toll what to· 
mol7Ow may bring forth. The Tery strength of a Government is sure to 
engender combaIB and wea.kn... within, and gradually to· eat into iIB 
power and esaenee. Therefore I hope no time will be lost in bringing 
forward me&el1I'9B of seeondary importan'be, but that the opportonity will 
be used to deal with matters of the first sud greatest importance;" 

JOHN ARTHUR ROEBUCK. 
(1801-1879.) 

.. Te .... 'em."-In a spooch deli •• rod at the Cutlere' Fens!, Sheffield, 
September 2nd,I8S8, Mr. Roebuck reC.rred to the vi.it he had just paid 
to Cherbonrg with other members of the House of Commons. Aftor 
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-expressing, in strong' langnage. his opinion of. the C11&r8.cter of the FreuC'lF 
ruler, he proceeded; u It may be said thnt those who stand in my posi.· 
tiOD ought not to say aDfl.hing that excites national animosity; and I 
respond to that sentiment. But, Sir, the farmer who goes to sleep" 
baving placed the watch.dog· Tear 'em' over his rick-yard. hears that 
watch-dog bark. He. in t·he Rnger of a half somnolence. says, - I wish 
Tear 'em would be quiet; J and bawls out of the window, C Down, Tear 
'em.' 'Toar "'em' doos go down i the farmer goes to sleep, and he is 
awoke by tho lIasbing -in at his windows of the light of his rioks on lire. 
I am 'Toar 'em! .1 tell you to beWAre. What is the meaning of Cher-
bourg P It is a standing m.nne. to England." -

An 'Unaccustomed Character.-Mr. Roebuok, in one of th .. 
d.bates in 1855 on the condition of the Crimean army and the conduct of 
Ministers, spoke of the Duk. of N .wcastl. as .. a ecapegoat thet had be ... 
sent into tho wildernsee with the sins of tho Administration on his head." 
H. WBB repli.d to by some of the duke's COllsaguBS with grsat .. v.rity; 
wherenpon he said, U Sir. I take shame to myself for once in my life. 1 
hov. indulged in panegyric, hut,lik. almost all oth.r men who attempt .. 
character to which they are Dot accustomed, I have failed in representing 
it, and have "'iled also most completely in making myself understood. I 
did obj.ct to making tb. Duk. of N .WCBSti ... aeapegoat. I gave thn~ 
noble duke cradit for industry and good intentions, and I said that h. 1!3<1 
don~ his dnty according to his ability. Th.n I am turnad reund upon 
beeaUBS I am said to hov •• u1ogiaed the noble duk .... 

O1Iicial Beetn.int v. Political lIItorality.-In a spaeeh at Shef. 
field in 1868, Mr. Roebuck alluded to on. h. had mad. there during 
the American civil war, and to & conversation afterwards on the subject 
with Lord Palm.raton. .. Th. moment I got into his room - h .... BS 

standing writing at his desk, as h. alwayo did.."h. turned mund and put 
out his hands, and said, • Roebuok,-Roebuek ... ha~ .. dsvilish good sp.ech 
you mad. in Sh.ffi.ld!' I said, • My lord, I am greatly obliged to yon, 
and ftattered for the kind phrase you hove uaed about my spaeeh '-though 
it WBe rather & hard one, you know; I I am Tery much flattered; , Flat~ 
tersd P' h. oaid. • Why, I am enfue\y of your opinion, but I dare not 
officially say 80.' Now that struck me, according to the old woman's 
phrase, u.ll of a heap,-that a me in power should say to me openly and 
without disguise that he was entirsly of my opinion, and lead the p.ople 
of England dirsotly the opposite way. That, said I, is mod.", political. 
morality; I did my work with the gay and pleasant old lord, and bowod. 
my way out of bia room." 

Bea.cling from .. lII"ewap .. p ..... -Mr. Roehuok W88 ma\dDg .. spaech 
in 1855 on tho resignation of Lord John Russ.ll, efler his return from 
the eonf'orenoe at Vienna On the war between RU$Jia and the allies .. 
when an incident oec1U'l'ed which is thus referred to in U Hansard : J • 

.. Th. honourable and learn.d g.ntl.man W88 hoginning to read a pasaega 
in Lord Job Russell's speech from a newspaper, when he was intemlpted 
by calls to' order;' whereupon he tore a pieee out of the newspaper and 
W88 prco •• ding with his quotation, wh.n Mr. Speak.r oaid the rnl .. of the 
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House did not allow the honou1'able and learned member to quote from .. 
newspa.per 1\ speech which had been delivered dUl"ing the session, and h8' 
did not think the honourable and lea.rned member could cure the irregu
larity by tearing 8. piece onto Mr. Roebuck: I Then I will give the effect 
of the noble lord'sstatemcutfrom my own memory; and if I am incorrect, 
the :fault is not 'With me, bu~ with the rule of the House which obliges me to' 
rely upon that faulty instrument when I have 8. correct report a.t hand.' ".' 

.An Independent Member.-Ml'. Roebuck nn several occasions' 
received from his constituents a.t Sheffield acknowledgment of his parli&~ 
Dlenta.ry services, in t,be form of testimonials including purses of from one 
to three thousand ponhds. On one'"Of these presentations be said: cc I ask 
myself what it is that has given ms the present occasion of returning YOlI. 
my tha.n.ks. It is not talent; it is not name; it is not ra.uk j it is nofr 
wealth. What is it. then? It is steadfastness to the path which I m&r~ed 
out for myself in the beginning. I am proud to say that in the yeal" 1832' 
I published • pl'Ogramm. of the opinions I th.n h.ld. I h&<!. pr.psrecl . 
myself fOl" a public life. I had then formed my opinions; I consigned' 
them to paper j I printed them; and to them I now adhel"8. That which 
I said in 1832 I now say. and it is my thorough and steadfast adherenc8' 
to the opinions which I then expressed that has won for me the approba ... 
tion of my countrymen. Going into Parliament unknown, unsupported,. 
only recomm.nded hy thllt tri.d fri.nd of the p.opl., the I.te J o •• ph 
HUlDe, I determined not· to ally myself with either of the great paTties 
which then divided the House of Commons and the kingdom. I was neither 
Whig nor Tory, and I went into the Honse of Commons determined to 
&<!.vocate that which I belie ... ed to be for the inte ... sts of the p.opl. withon!' 
regard to party consideration. To th.t rule I have &dbered through lif .... 

:l'atriotism versus :l'arty.-P.rhsps the most striking display of 
Mr. Roebuck's independent spirit occurred in 1878. When, in anticipation. 
of war with RU88ia, the Government of Lord Beaconsfield had summoned', 
.. contingent of Indian troops to Malta., &. motion condemning the step ~as' 
introduced in the House of Commons by the Marquis of Ha.rtington, and, 
after three nighte' debate, was decided in favour of the Government by 
34.7 to 226. On the night of the division (May 23) Mr. Roebuok, th.", 
seventy-seven years of age, made 8 .epeech in support of the MinistrY. 
from his usual ... t below the gangway on the Opposition side of the 
Honse. In tJle course of his remarks he said: II It appears to me that. 
this debate is most iDopporlnue. and the mode in which it has been: 
conducted is even mischievous. . • I would ask the House. and I will 
ask my country. to weigh in the balance the conduct of the two sides of' 
the Rouse. On the one side we have the Executive Government j and 
will anybody say that th.y are not. desirous to maintain the true int.rests 
of Eugland P Will anybody say that th.y are not conv.rsant with .11 tI.e 
difficnlti.s of the position in which they are plac.d-that th.y are not 
acquainted with the difficulties abroad as well as at hom. P And, notwith. 
standing all this, they stand firm in th.ir determination to maintain th .. 

• See :Misoellaneous seotioD, If Reading from NowspapQl'8!' 
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interests of .Europe against an over.ruling And despotic Power. That is 
the conduct of thet side of the Honee. What is the cooduct of this side P 
Why, when the Government are in this critical position, when the 
in~re8ts of England are at stake, honoura.ble members on this side come 
forwa.rd-with what P With a vague general proposition about some 
point of teeJmie&! I&w. If it baa not been dOIl8 for purposes of faction. 
for what purpose baa it been P • • If their groUllds .... weak and 
insuftici8llt, punish them; but do not interfere with them at the very 
moment when the iIlterestB and vitality of the country are at stake. At 
the very moment when there is a crisia in the negotiations, you come down 
to trouble and embarrasa the Goverument with a resoiotioo of this sort. 
That is not what honest and potriotic men woold do. But this is not a 
departure from the roles of conduct adopted by an Opposition. During 
the whole of the Napoleonic war there was &D. Opposition in the Bonse of 
<lommOll8 which did precisely the e&me thiIlg. They hampered the 
Government, they abused the general, and, UIltil the battle of Salamanca, 
it was the OIle grand purpose of the Opposition to decry the Duke of 
Wellington. That is exactly what they are doing now; it is the came 
narrow and heartless spirit that guidee their conduct. They feel thet thay . 
_at asssil the Government directly-thet they cannot rnsh forward and 
say. 'We will bum your camp ov~r your heads by a vote of censure! 
No; they oannot do thet, but they "'y, • We can trouble yon, we can 

. weaken your COUlltry, we ean make England lees powerful than she is, 
and we will do it; J and to the nt·most of their power they are doing it." 
Tha member (Mr. Hall) who rose immediately after Mr. Roebuck, aaid ha 
.. r hoped the patriotic words of one of the most venerated members of the 
Honee might extend to the four corners of the empire." But the iIldigna.. 
tioo of the Opposition, who counted Mr. Roebucltcae.OIle of their own 
party, was greatl,. arouaad. Leaving the Honee fora ·time, when he 
returned hefoUlld his usual eeat among Liberal membere below the 
gangway occupied by others. An eye.witn... thus described what 
foUowed: .. Mr. Roebuck then returned to the bar, ·whereupOll two 
honourable members, who had been sitting below the COIlBCRative gong
way, vacated their pl&ces, and invited him to aaat himeslf there. The 
honourable gentleman accepted the invitation, and the incident, which had 
lJeen watched ·with interest by a full Houso, gave rise to proiooged 
cheering &Del oounter 'cheering," Sir Henry James, who had. been 
spo.king on the side cif the Opposition when Mr. Roebuck re.eutered, in 
continumg his remarb after the interruptiOll, said he was glad to_ 
the honourable member for Sheffield at length in Ids proper plac.; where-
npOll the cheers and OOUllter choen broke out .. before. • 

RALPH BERNAL OSBORNE. 
(1814-1889.) 

.A. I'owe:rfnl Voice.-Ralph Bernal Osborne inhorited from his 
:J awiah ancestors a powor of voice tlll\t is not usually granted to the 
Aryan 1'8C8I. That voice. it is said. was healu at t·he distance of nearly a 
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mile from the hustings at Brentford when he stood. and came in, for 
Middlesex. In the Honse of Commons, whenever he spoke, it rang
through the bench .. like the eonnd of a trumpet. And the trumpet gav& 
DO UDoert&in sound, for no speech of his but contained 80ma witticism 
which clung to the memories of his hearers.-QuaTterly Review . . 

The .. stormy Petrel of Debate."-The natnre of Mr. Bernal 
Osborne's appearances in parliamentary strife caused this name to be
appli&d to him by Dr. Gilford, long editor of the Btarnlard newspaper. 
One of the most effecti'f"o passages in Mr. Osborne's peculiar TOin 

oecurred in the great dcbat.e on the conduct of the Government with 
respect to Denmark, in Jul" 1864. The speaker thus aUuded to· Lord 
Palmeroton and his Cabinet: .. The noble lord and the gentlemen on th& 
Trensury Bench are men of great capacity, but a little past their time,. 
and they blUlgle • little;. but if they wish to put tho country in a proper 
position with foreign powers, and restore the just influence of England, 
it ml,ht be easily done by their imitating that custom which is obligatory 
on unsuccessful officials in Japan. If,Sir. they would 8unCt. in a modified 
form, th.t 'happy despatch' which we have learnt from the ABistics, I 
am sure this country wonld at once regain its proper position. ." . There
oits the noble lord. Bedel, .. /ernumque .odebit. I was abou~ to add, but 
it wonld not be tro&-injeliz. I wish to speak of him with every respect, 
because I belleTe that a more active or a more able man never" existe,l in 
this OOl1l1try. (General cheers.) It is aaid of him that 

~ Po.nti.ni time toils after him in vaiD.' 

He is certainly facile princeps, the liveliest, if not the youngettt. on tho
Treasury bench. The noble lord deserves great credit for hie ndmirnble . 
management through so long a time of the a1£ail"8 of this House. He 
bas acted with all sorts of men, and agreed with all sorts of opinions. 
These are great feats. but what is his policy i' Sir. his domestic policy 7' 

not to go beyond tlle lino of dobate, is paternal but s!ationary; his foreign 
policy up to this day has beeu pugnacious but progressive. • • I Imve 
ne~ been lUlfair to the noble lord; but now let no go into· his Cabinet. 
His Oabinet is a museum of curiosities. There, Sir, are to be found some
biro. of rare and neble plumage, bo~h alive and stn:lfed. (Groat laughter.} 
Bu~, unfortunately, there is a diJIi.nlty in keeping up the breed. For 
those Whig birds have been T'ery barren, and they were obliged to take a. ' 
crosa with the famous Peelite breed. Oertainly it cannot be said, either 
by their enemies or friends, that they have been prolific of measnres since 
they have taken offi.e. Even my rigbt honourable friend (Mr. M. Gibson) 
-who is not connected with them by family, and somehow got into the 
Oabinet, but, like the 11y in .amber, ~ one wonders how the devil he got 
there '_has not been fertile. I must say that his honourable friends the 
members for Rochdale (Mr. Miall) and Birmingham (Mr. Bright) are, I 
think, dissppointed in this 'YOlUlg man from the country.' Whe,. he 
married into the family we expe.ted 80me liberal moaenro8, but the right 
honourable gentleman has become indolent, and almost quarrelsome, uuder 
the guidance of thenohle lord. WeU, Sir, what is to be done P We know 
by the traditio... of the great Whig party thet they will cling to the 
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Tessel, if not like sltipwreckod sailors, like those testaceous marine &nimala 
-which somehow adhere to the bottom, thereby clogging the engines and 
impeding the progress. Sir, should a vote of this Honse displace thot 
·.admini.tmtion, what &re the Libernl party to do P Well, my &dvice to 
them is that they may feel perfectly bappy as to the issue of this great 
.duel which is being fought. They are 80mewhat in tho "itnstion of lago 
in the play, and may eay like him, • Whether Cassio kille Roderigo, "" 
.Roderigo kills Cassia, or each kills the other,' they must ga.in. 11 

.. Angliug for • Polic;r."-Another of Mr. Osb=e'. peculiar 
..alii .. oeenrred in a disensaion on tho Reform Bill of the Derby.Disr&eli 
Ministry, in April,1867: .. The right honourable gentleman (Mr. Diaraeli), 
in introducing this metlS1U'8, disclaimed the idea that in bringing forward 
these resolutions, which have been called a tentative process. he was 
.angling for a policy. WeJJ. I take it thot angling for a poliey is to 80ms 

..,xtent a tentative PrOceas; at any rate, angling for a poliey may ha a fair 

.and legitimate parliamentary pr&etice. But, Sir, there is a speei.. of 
fishing which is neither fair, sportemruillke, nor Iegitima.te. My honour~ 
.able friend, the member for Birmingham (Mr. Bright), who is, I believe, 
.a ealmon fisher, knows to what I allude. The .. is a thing ea1Jed Cl'08B

fishing, where one line is uaed with di1ferent coloured bait&, and where 
·.both .ide. of the atream are swept. The right honourable gentleman the 
<Jhauce11or Of the Exchequer and his colleague, the President of the Poor 

. Law Board, have lately been employed in this nuaportsman1ike transaction. 
i'hey have been fishing beth sid .. of the parliementary rivBl'-llaughter) 
-and we have all seen with what success. The other evening the 
.President of the Poor Law Board skilfnJly tllrew his llie. over the he&d 
of the honourable member for Lincolnshire (Mr. B. Stauhope), and with
drew the dual vote and two yeare' residence. That 80litary fish rose to th& 
oeeasion, and he was aafely gded and lauded. But after thot, tho 
Chancallor of the Exchequar threw the By of household snlI'ras--not a 
:ze&! By-down below tho gangway on this .ide of the' river, and imm .... 
.distely my honourable and learned friend the member for Shellield (Mr. 
Boebuek) gorged tho bait, and W8B aafely lauded in the Ministerial basket. 
Such is the tentative proe.as ",Web has been going on. Now the righ' 
:honourable gentleman has given up ueing the rod IIlld taken to tho net, 
.&1ld he has caught forty-sight member •• " (Great laughter.) 

EARL GRANVILLE. 
(1815-1891.) 

l'i1'.t l'oreip. Sscreta.r;rship.-E ... l Grl\llville was appointed 
:Minister for Foreign Alfaire for theliret time on the d .. t.h of the Earl of 
-Clarendon in J me, 1870. Entering upon his duti ... t the Foreign Olli .. 
<>n the 5th of July, he was informed by the permanent Under Secretory of 
Stats (Mr. Hammond) thot .. in all his experience he had never known 80 

great a lull in foreign affaire." Two days after, the Spanish Government 
Announoed its intention to propo.e Prince Leopold of Hoh ..... llern as • 
<l8Ildid.te . for the crown, and in ten days. war between Frau ... and 
Gormany h&d become inevitable. 
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ramily CODJlectioDS,-Earl Granville'. introduction to office. as .. 
<lODJleetion of the .. great Whig famili .. " which loog reguUed Ministerial 
.arrangements .. their peculiar right. was thUB alluded to by the writer of 
.a sparkling eori .. of .. Politiea.I Portraits." published in 1878, ... It was 
from t.he royal household that Lord Gr&llville entered upon the career in 
which he has since achieved all but the highest plaee. with probably the 
suecession to the highest pl .... in the Liberal party. For the first two 
yeara of Lord John RueseU'. firat Administration he held the office of 
Maater of the BuckhoUllds. He hed been Under Secretory-for Foreign . 
.Alfairs for • few months before the break.up of the Melbollrlle GoTero
ment, having preTiously served an apprenticeship to diplomaoy as attache 
in Paris during his father's embassy there; and had sat for ten yeArS in 
the House of Commons before his succession to the peerage in 184:6. But 
hi. politiea.I career really bege with his transfer by Lord John Ruseell, 
in 1848. from the charge of her Majesty'. BuckhoUllds to the Viee
Presidency of the Board of Trade. Great was the clamour which this 
Appointment raised below the ga.ngway. • Is thy servant a dog P J said 
Mechester. indignant at being handed over to the Master of the Buck
hoUllds. Mr. Bright. we believe. made himself the moothpiece of its 
.:mgcr in the House of Commons, and spoke bis mind with that frank 
~gard of persollS which has always characterised him. The appointmOllt 
"W88 denounced as a piece of nepotism on Lord J om Bussell's part. Verr 
much to his credit. Mr. Bright not long afterwards admitted that Lord 
Gl'&Ilville·. conduct.t the Board of Trade had justified Lord John R_U·. 
selection. and had not jllStified hi. OWll ..... ul.. Lord John RuseeU, with 
pardonable perversity, was more deeply aggrieved by the retraetation than 
oy the original charge. The word nepotism. ll8!urally odious to & RUB80n. 
TBoDkled in hi. mind; &Ild he ridiculed the idea that family &ifection for a 
descendant of his grandmother could influence his political appointments. 
Lord RUBBOU·. gr&Ildmother d .... indeed, carry the mind back to • period 
<If history .pparently too remots to &ifect Ministerial combinatiOllB. For· 
a time, however, the unfilial allusion of her grandson, and his ostentatious 
indilferenoe to her peetsrity outside the house of Bedford, gave the old 
lady &Il historical resurrection; and Lord Russell'. gr&Ildmother, sa the 
Mother Eve of 811 entire Whig C&binet. hecame a sobjeet of gellOalOgiea.I 
interest. .' j was on this or on some similar occasion that Mr. Bemal 
Osborne MeOunted on physiologieaJ. principles for the ricketines8 of their 
legielstive olfspring. OIl the grcUlld thet all the members of the Govern
ment were nearly related to each other'" 

Making • Clean Breast, - Lord Gram·me on one oceasiOll 
11umoro118ly alluded to his fsmily cOlllleetiollB in the House of Lords. 
Defending, in laoS, the constitution of L.ord Palmerston's Ministry, in 
which he was Lord Presidsnt of the COUllcii. Lord Granville asid, .. My 
lords, I had bettor make • cIe&Il breast of it at once; 8Ild I am obliged to 
admit tbat some of th ... who WOIlt before me had soch quive .. fuU of 
daugbtere who did not die old maid •• that I bave relatiollB OIl this side of 
the house, relations upon the cross8benehes. relations upon the opposite side 
",f the house. &Ild I setually had tbe UIlparalleled misfortUlle to have no 
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fewer than three in the Protectionist Administration of my noble friend 
opposite" (the Earl of Derby). 

Declining the Premier.hip.-On the resignation of the Earl of 
Derby in 1859. Earl Granvill. W&8 sent for by the Queen to form a 
Cabin.t. That thie ehould hov. be.n the ..... in the lifetime both of 
Lord John Russen and Lord PoImerston, who hod in torn occupied the 
principal offices of the State and held the reins of government. was th .. 
subject of much comment; but the matter was thus explained in a •• com-

• municat.ion" which the Tim .. published on the 13th of Jun. in thot 
year: "Hor Majesty. after listening to oIl the obj.ctions which Lord 
Granville had to offer, commanded him to att-empt to form aD administration 
which should at once be strong in ability and parliament&ry influence. and 
.hould at tho sam. tim. compreh.nd within its.lf a foIl and fair repre • 
•• ntation of an the •• ctions into which the Lib.ral party has notorionsly 
b ... n divided. F •• Iiog. probably. thet it might b. urged .. an obj.ction 
to this conroe thot Lord Granvill •• who has n.ver y.t h.ld the offic. of 
Prim._ Minister. would thns be placed in .. position paramount to that 
occupied by Lord Palm.raton and Lord John R .... n. each of whom hod 
served h.r long and faithfoIly in many high offic.s of state. and hod each 
filled the offic. of First Minist.r of the Crown. her Maj.sty was pIeas..d 
to obe.rve that sh. hod in the first instanc. turn.d h.r thoughts towards 
Lord Palm.roton and Lord John Rnsoen. H.r Majesty f.lt. how.v.r. 
that to make so marked a distinction .. is implied in the choic. of on. or 
other of two statesmen 80 :full of yean and honours, and possessing 80 

just a claim. on the consideration of the Queen, would be a very invidious 
and unwelcoma task. H.r Maj.sty 0100 observed that Lord John R .... n 

-and Lord Palm.raton app.ared to repreaent diff.rent .. ctions of the 
Lib.ral party; Lord Palm.raton the more Conaervative. and Lord John 
Ruseell tha more popular ssetion. Impreaeed with theae difficulties. h.r 
Majesty c .. t h.r .yas on Lord Granvill •• the acknowl.dged luder of the 
Liberal party in the Honse of Lords. in ... hom both Lord John Rnsoell 
and Lord Palm.raton hod been in the hobit of placing confidenc •• and wh .. 
might hove greater facilities for uniting the whole Liberal party und.r 
on. administration than could be enjoyed by eith.r of th.' aections! 
lasd .... " Th. pnblication of this statem.nt gave rise to remark in th .. 
Honae of Lords. to which Earl Granville repli.d thot h. hod ssk.d and 
obtsined from h.r Majesty pcrmiseion to state to his politi.al fri.nds the 
result of whot hod occurred. bnt it ... aa n.ver intend.d thet it ehould be 
communicated to any newspaper. At the same time. he could not see that 
any injury hod resulted from the publication •••• ing that h.r Maj.sty 
appeared th .... in. as ever. d.sirous of walking in the spirit of the Con
stitntion.-Lord Palm.reton b.came Premi.r for tho second tim. on this 
occasion. In 1880 Lord Granvill. was' again invited to form a Ministry. 
but d.cIinsd in favour of Mr. Gladston •• 

"lIIIinieteriaJ. l'oBitioD. "-In May. 1882. Lord Stratbeden and 
Oampbell hod given notiee that h. would" can attention to the Ministerial 
position. U but refrained from doing 80 at the appointed time, contenting 
himself with moving for eorrtspondenee ... peeting the aftairo of Egypt. 
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Earl GrannIle. remarking on the circumstances as & n lfinister," began 
with & story. U When," said he, .. M. Thiers. the late President of the 
French Republic, was appointed Minister of tho Interior under Louis 
Philippe, h. revisited his native place, aud ealled on his old .choolmaster, 
and asked him if he remembered his f..,.,. The schoolmaster said he did 
not. I What,' exeJaimed the Minister, I don't you remember little AdolpheP' 
The schoolmastor replied, 'Yes; tho little rascal was always playing 
tricks. I knew you would never come to any good. Wha.t are you now P' 
I I am a Minister" was the response. I Good heavens!' ejaculated the 
astonished schoolmaster, • You don't mean to say you have become a 
priest P' He (Lord Granville) would eay that he was absolutely in the 
dark as to hi. Doble frieud'. intention. For oovera\ day. tho Doble lord 
had held this sword of Damoele. over their Iieods, and then it was as 
audden1y and silently withdraWD." He concluded by eaying that it would 
not be for the puhlic advantage to give tho required informotioD at that 
particulor tim ... 

A Handicapping Story.-Eorl Gl'aIlville, m&king a statemeut in 
the House of Lords in 1884 respecting tha abortive ConfereDce of 
-European Powe .. on the alfairo of Egypt, gove the following illustration 
of the preliminary Anglo-French agreement, which had met with eon
siderable criticism in both COtmtries: II Charles Fox. when he invented 
handicsppiDg two ...,.-horses, advised that the owner of """h ehould 
place a sovereign in the hands of tho handicapper. H OlIO oWller accepted 
the award, and t.he other refused, the sovereign went to the owner who 
aocepted; or, if both owners refused, the &Overoigus remained with tho 
handicapper, who, Mr. Fox thought, might be assUmed to have come to a 
fair and right dceiBioD.. OD tho principle which. great statesman applied 
to a mere pastime, it may equally be argnod that, when two Governments 
orrive at an adjustmeDt of a national dilference which at first obtains the 
approval of both countries, or which provokes considerable criticism in 
both, there is an Ii priori probability that the orrangement has Dot b&en of 
a very one~Bi.ded ch&racter." This gave occasion to the following from the 
Marquis of Salisbury: .. I do Dot undsrstsnd the plcaeant apologuo which 
the Doble earl told us from the hiatory of Charlea Fox, that, if the oWlle .. 
did not agree, the handicappar got the money. The owners ore England 
and Franco, hut who is tho handicapper P Who has got the money OD this 
occasiOD P Some TOry powerful person, &omebody they won't trust in, 
somebody who has got advantsgos which they have not golr-I ehsll DOt 
mention who. I have Dot tho advantage of the Doble earl'. eyes, to 
indicate the personage who must be cOIIBidored the handicapper on thir 
occasion; but I am afraid that in tho foturo tho trnth of the DOble earl'. 
apologne will he ehow...· 

A Good-humoured Bejoinder.-An instance of Earl Granville'. 
good.humour in reply oocurrsd in tha debate 011 tha Addroae, October 24, 
1884. Lord Salisbury had aaid that a Doble lord (Durham), a aupporter of 
the Government, in addressing & provincial audience, had dsaoribod how 
tho majority of the previous July ..... obtained in that HoUB&, and 
proceeded to give & flmoy sketch of _ tho Conearvotivo pcere. "He .. id .... 
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this: • It was fifty or sixty peer8 who formed that DllLjority. Ho wished 
his audience could have seen some of them. There were old men in sknll 
caps, the lame, the deaf. and the blind. Heaven knew where some of 
.tJ.em c.me from. but he did not know where they would go to. Possibly 
they might be sent t<> the British Mnserun. Th .. e devoted gentlemen 
were the subservient tools' and voieelB88 followers of Lord SalisbUry.' 

. This remorknble ntterance (s&id Lord S&!isbnry) is, perb.ps, more worthy 
of attention than it otherwise would be, be .. nse this noble lord (Lord 
Durham) is, I believe, the only peer whom Mr. Chamberlain has ever 
eulogised." To this Earl Granville rejoined: "I am not going to take up 

. Mr. Chamberlain's particu!or pbr&s... It is not likely that I should shore 
in his depreciation of the Honse of Lords; but I am bound to "y, when 
the noble ma.rquis refers to me whether I know of any lame. or deaf, or 
blind to be found among your lordships, I am obliged to make the 
meloncholy coDfe .. ion th.t I myself am alWBYS eomewhat lieaf, ond that I 
am very often lame, but I treet to keep my eyesight a little longer." 

OpportuniBm.-Lord Granville made the following remBrke concern· 
ing the then existing Government of Lord S&!isbnry, .t an election 
at Hanley in November, 1885: .. In deciding tha point as to whether the 
present Government were opportuniste or not. they mnst firet settle what 
opportunism wae. In order to confirm his own judgment, he had asked an 
Englislun&D, a French!Jlan, and an Italian what opportunism was. All 
'three of them were men of great authority, great knowledge, and ability. 
The Englishman s&id, opportunism was • the preference of e'Pediency to 
principle;' the Frenchman ,said, he thought it was I eoquetting with . 
prinoiples whioh you do not approve of in your hcort;' and the Italian. 
with tha sbrewdne .. of his nation, s&id • it was adapting yourself to tho 
oircumslancee which were the moet likely to get you into power and to 
maintain you there.' All th ... three definitions very much applied to 
the conduct of the present Government sinee they had been in office." 

A Beply to the Duke of A1'all.-The Duke of Argyll having. on 
the third reading of the Criminal Law Amendment (Ireland) Bill (July 18, 
1887), made &ome oboervatione reflecting upon the COllduet of the front 
Opposition bench. Earl Granville (leader of tho Opposition in the Honse 
of Lords) replied .. followe: .. As to the epeach which the noble duke has 

=~ !nt/or": ;:::~ ~~-:.:~~~:~::~~I! ~~: :.ry .:~::.~:: 
be a great enemy. of the Conservative porty, and a rnmonr was epread that 
he W&8 going.to make a ornsbing attack upon the I&to Earl of Derby. 
There was great excitement, and we all came down to this House and 
he&rd a magnificent speech frbm the noble duke. W" were oqnal1y 
"urions to know what the Earl of Derby thonght of it; but the noble earl 
illlfortuDa.tely condensed his reply into the answer whieh was given by a 
'na.vvy. who, when asked why he allowed his wife to beat him 80, BAid . 
• Well it amuses her and it doesn't hurt me.' I am nu\eh in the samo 
l'o9iti~n in refcl"tmoe to my noble friend's speech i but, whether it is 
attributable to my obtuseness of nnderst.a.ncling or to t.he tMeklloss of lIly 
mIL I renll:r do not f.ol U. NotwitbstlUldillg the vigour of a personal 
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· <Onslaught of which he does not appear to 'be ~ware~ I am convinced that 
· my noble friend is one of the best of personal mends, and one of the most 

tender-hearted of men." 
~e Work of a Poreign Minister.-In the debate on the Address 

· .. t the opening of the .... ion in January. 1887. Lord Granvill. rai.ed 
-objection to the eombinstion by the Marqnis of Salisbnry of the olliees of 
Prime :Minister and Foreign Secretary. He said: "I believe this com
bination is bad for the country, bad for the Sovereign, bad for the Cabinet·, 
and most nnfair to the noble marqnis himself. I have had some oppor
tnnity of obeerving the work of the Prim. Minieter. It is true that at 
"some moments it is not overwhel.m.i.ng, but there are periOds in which 
almost every hOllr the Prime Minister is required to advise the Queen, to 
maintain harmony in the Cabin.t. to regnlate the action of the diJf.rent 
department.. to .uperintend the preparation of l.gislation, and to watch 
-over the PilrIismentary bnsinesa of both Honees. When I first entered 
the Foreign Ollice. in a snbordinste capacity. the despatches w.re .. m. 
17.000 in the year; wh.n I .ucceeded Lord Palmerston th.y were M,ooo; 
in 1870 they had ri.en to 70.000; and I beli.ve th.y have now risen to 
more than 90.000. Lord Palmerston told DB in 1852 that the routine work 
.at the Foreign Office took him eight hours 8 day,- and this exclusive of 
diplomatic COD't'ersations. Parliamentary attendance. and the performance 
• of all Court and social duti... Of all the ollices I have ever known, the 
· Foreign Ollie. is the on. in which it is leset poeeible for a Secretary of 
State to remain ignorant of the general work of the ollie.. He would be 
oionnd out in & week. And I do say th.t it is impossibl. for anybody to 
have the mental and physical etrength to carry on the duti .. of both 

'.Offices in their full operation." . The Marquis of Salisbury. in :reply, 
-defended the combination of offices. and said: II The work of the Foreign 
'Office hoe bean diminished .inee Lord Palmerston'. day. from the fact 
4hat two lUlder· ... retari.. have been appointed. and the nee of the 
telograph hes ... ry much diminished tha nnmber of important despatch ... 
Practieally the bnsin ... of the olli .. is now mainly done by the telegraph, 
_d the talegram. are eeen, as the noble lord knows. by all the memhere of 
the Cabinet .. faet as th.y arrive. Tha knowl.dge of what is done is· 
"""""on to all m.mbers of the Cabin.t, and the Foreign Minister i. tw.nty 
tim .. more under tha control of hie eolleagnee than h. was in the tim. of 
·Lord Palmereton. Lord Palmeraton was practieally snpreme, and the 
eontrol of the Prime-Minister was & very imaginary control indeed." 

Bot Beaten.-Mr. Fom:er. in addressing a Liberal gath.ring at 
Stonchous. in Auguet, 1883. eaid: .. I do not think there i. my man living 
to whom the Liberal party owes more than to Lord Granville. It is no 
Blight matter to have to lead a Honse of Lords under a Liberal Ministry 
.with a majority against one. Some little time agn I came across an old 
schoolf.llow of Lord Granvill.·.. and he told me • very good &tory 
-eonceming him. He said be remembered being at school with him, and 
they had not got rid in those da~d I do not think they have got ria 

• See page 291. 
B B 2 
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of it altogether no .. -01 boy. resorting to fisticuJf. a.nd having a pitched 
battle. It w .. Lord Gra.nville'. fate to have to fight a boy much bigger 
tha.n himeslf, with whom he had not tha ghost of a chance. But he went 
at it, a.nd ma.nsged to stand up to his opponent after boing knocked down 
time eftertime, because he knew that the school bell would ring, and'that, 
if he kept up until it was rung, bo would not be actu&lly beaten; and 80 he 
did keep up until the bell rang, and was not beaten. Well, Lord Granville 
has had to do the .&IIIe thing in the House of Lords. He has had to keep 
fighting until the boll rang, and woke up public feeling, and after ell he 
baa not been beaten/' 

THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY. 
(1830.) . 

His Ministerial Careel'.-Th .. Marquis of Salisburt, bofo", his 
call to the House of Lords on tha death of his father in 1867, was well 
known in the House of Commons as Lord Rabort Ceoil, and efterwards 
.. Lord Cra.nborne. He r .. igned tbo office of Seorelaryfor India in 
1867, when the Earl of Derby's Cabinet determined on a large ...... ure of 
parliamentary reform; Genera.! Peol and the Earl of Carnarvon aIsc. 
retiring from the Government at tha eame time. He retnrnsd to the 
Indian Seeretarysbip in 1874, under Mr. Disraeli's leedersbip, and became 
Foreign Secretary on the resignstion of the Earl of Derby in 1878. Tho 
Marquis of Salisbury attondsd the conference at Constontinople in 1876 
.. special ambsasador, and "as auociatod with Lord Beaeonsfiold in the 
representation of England at the Congreea of Berlin ... 1878. 
~e Theo.,. of Government.-A .. Policy of Legerdemain." 

-Lord Cra.nbome, on his retirement from ths Earl of Derby's Govern· 
ment in 1867 011 account of its policy with reapeet to Reform, severely 
attacked the miniaterial bill, and 011 its finsl passege made tha follo .... 
ing remarke, .. I have heard it eaid that this bill is a Conservative 
triumph. If it be a Conssrvative triumph to have adopted the priocipl .. 
of your most determined advel'8&l'Y. the honourable member for Birming
ham [Mr. Bright l; if it bo a Conservative triumph to have introduced • 
bill guarded with p .... utions and ... uriti.., and to have abandonad overy 
on. of tho.. preeautions and .. curities at tha bidding of your oppo. 
nent., then in the whole .ourse of your annol. I will venture to say tha 
Cons .... tiv. party has ... on 110 triumph 80 .igns!. ·After ell, our th80rr 
of government is not that ••• rtsin numbor of .tatesmell should piece 
th.meol ... in office aod do whatever the House of Commons bids them. 
Our theory of government is that on osch sid. of the House there should 
be men supporting definite opinions, and that whot thoy h~ve supported in 
oppoeition they should adhere to in office, and that everyone should knoW', 
from the fact of their being in offic., that thoso parliculsr opinions will 
bo supportsd. If YOIl reve,.e that, and d.elere that,Il0 matter what a man 
'1108 8upported in oppositio.n, the moment he gets into office it shall be opeD 
to. him to reve... snd repudiats it ell, you practicelly d .. troy the ... hole 
b.si. on wbich our form of governm.nt rests, and you make the HOI188 of 
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Commons. ",ere scrambling.place for office. You practieally baoish aU 
honourable ",en from the political. arena, and you will find in the long 
'i'Dn that the time will come when your statesmen will be nothing hut 
political adventurers, and that profeBBions of opinion will bo looked 
upou only as so many political manmuvres for tbe purpose of attaining 
.office. • • I entreat honourable gentlemtm opposite not to believe that my 
feeliogs on this subject ArB dictated simply by my hostility to this measure, 
though I object to it most strongly. 88 the House is a.ware. But even if 
I took a contrary view, if I deemed it to be most advantageous, I should 
still deeply regret that the position of tho exe .. tive should have boen so 
degraded as it has boen in the preasnt .... ion. I should deeply regret to 
find that the House of Commons has applauded a policy of legerdemain. 
And I should above all things regret tlmt this great gift to the poople-if 
gift you think it--..hould have been purchased by a political betrayo.I 
which has no parallel in our parliamentary annals, which "trikes at tho 
root of all that mutoaI confidence which is the very soul of our party 
government. and on which only the strength and freedom of our represen_ 
tative institutions can be sustained. U 

Ministerial Xeroism,-At a Conservative banquet at Hertford in 
October, 1878, tbe Marquis of Salisbury attacked Mr. Gladstone's Ad
ministration in his most ch8.l'8Cteristic style, as .. 8. Ministry of heroio 
measures." He said:, II Far be it from me to accuse them of heroism. 
They keep their heroism to the Home Office; they don't let it transgress 
the thrsshold of. the Foreign Office. They offer to us a remarkable 
instance of Ohristian meekn ... and humility; but I am afrsid it is that 
kind of Christian meekne .. which turns the left· cheek to RUBBis and 
America, and demands the uttermost farthing of Ashantee. This, how
ever, is to be said for their heroism, that as regards these islands there is 
DO doubt it has been heroism approaching to stel'JlD.e88 towards every 
intere&t that happened to belong to the minority defested at the poll." 

"A. Great lVIaster."-The House of Commons having amended the 
Public Worehip Regolstion Bill, .. pBBBcd by the House of Lords in 
1874, Lord Salisbury spoke of the .. bluster" of the lower As .. mbly, and 
:alluded to the majority there as a "bugbear!' Thin ca.used Mr. Disraeli 
(then Prime Minister) to make the follcwing remarka in the Honse of 
()ommons respectiog the lango.go of the Indian Secretary' .. As to Lord 
SaIisbury's langnsge, let no not for a moment bo diverted from the course 
which we think, 88 wise and grave m.en. we ought to follow, by any alln·
.si0ll8 to the spirit of any speech which mD.y ha.ve been made in the course 
<>f the debetee in the other House of Parliament. My noble friend wee 
long a member of this House. and is well known to many of the members 
-even of this Pa.rliament. He is not 8. man who me88lll'68 his phrases. He 
is one who is a great JIl8Ster of gibes and donts and jeers; but I don't 
.:8Uppose there is &DYone who is prejudiced against a. member of Pa.rli&
ment o~ account of such qualifications. My noble friend knows the 
House of Commons well. and he is not perhaps superior to the considera
tion that by making a speech of that kind, a.nd tounting respectable men 
like ourselves as boin~ a ~ bln&tering majority,' he probebly might stimu-
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late the amotw propr6 of some individuals to take the course which he
w&Illo. and to defeat the bill. Now. I hope we shall not faU into that trap. 
I hope we shall show my noble, friend tha.t we romembeT BOme of hi&
Dl8D.ceU'Vl'8S when he W&9 a simple member of this Honse, and that we are
not to b. taunted into taking a very indisoreet step. a step roineus te all 
onrowu wishes and e:r.peetatioIl8, merely to show that we resent. the COD'I 
temptuous phrases of ODe of my colleagues. }J 

Free IliacussioD.-In 1868. the Marquis of Salisbury. responding' 
to tho to .. t of the Hons. of Lords at a banquet given by the M&neheoter 
Chamhar ef Comm ..... oaid: "Although the Upper Henoe was not y.t 
one of the subjects of the day, he expected it would become one, and he', . 
looked forward to that contingency withont apprehension. Ev.rybody 
was the hottor for being looked after. and he would abide by the principle· 
that any institntion which could not hold its own ground on the free und 
fair disCDSBioD. of ita merits should cease to exist/' 

Speech OD the CompensatioD for Disturbance Bill.-<>n ' 
the propooal for the se .. nd roading of the Compensation for Disturbance, 
(Ireland) Bill, which was rejected by'the Hou.e of Lords in August. 1680, ' 
tbe Marquis of Salisbury made a vigorous speoch against the m ... ure., 
In the conroe of it be allndod to Mr. G1adstone's statement that Ire1and) 
W88 coming If within measurea.ble distance II of civil war, and said: II If 
it ,be really tru. that th.re is this gr.at publio emergency-a fact 
... bich has nOI boon eatabliehod to us by any reasonabl. evidsnco-and_' 
if you have no oth.r way of meeting it except by snspending the 
ordinary right of the landlord to rooover hie jnst debta. than you ..... . 
bound to I&y upon the whole commnnity the sacrifice that is n ...... ry , 
for the whol •• and to eompouoate the landlord for the I ... you inlIiot .• 
upon him. Bnt let us be careful how in this hasty way.... admit ' 
the existence of th... great emergenei .. · to justify the .u.pension of' 
our ordinary usage.. When sneh .uggerated..claima to confid.nce on 
the part of the existing E.ecutivo are put Iorward. it is impoasible to, 
forget that theN are reasons besides publio emergencies which occasionally·' 
actuate Ministers of tbe Crown. Without referring to the constitntion of' ' 
Parliament and the mode _in whioh Ministerial majorities are obtained, it 
is very natural that a Minister of the Crown. perticularly if he is not very 
.trongly impressed with reverence for the righlo of property. should) 
deeire to make hie own path smooth and his own term of olli .. poaoeful. by : 
feeding the wild hoast he is not allowed to tame. • • Yon might as wall . 
• xpoot to aatisfy a wild be .. t. "hen h. is puroning you. by casting him a,1 

portion of your hand to induce him to forogo any further enterpris. upon, 1 

your body ... to hop. to calm this .. oia\ietio, anti·rent, not to aay really 
roholliono agitation, by passing this bill. I deoline. in deciding how I J 

shall give my vote. to ask with the noble Earl (Derby) what will be· ' 
thought of the action of the Hou •• of Lords out of doora. We have • 
high.r roaponoibiJity. I do not b.lieve that the reputation. the oharaclor, : 
or the inflame. of any man or body of men is to be preaon-od by , 
perp.tually thinking of what may ho thought of their conduct out of: 
doo... The motto of the H01l8e of Lords is 'lle jnst and fear not /' 
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but b. Bm<l that if you f ... you will not long be just. Th. landlords of 
Ireland may be a sma.ll class comparatively j but, after all, they are .. class 
ma.ny of whom assumed their present responsibilities and incurred the 
dangers which th.y are nmning at the bends of a Liberal Gov.rnment, 
because they trusted to the word of Parliament, and invested their money 
in Irish land on what th.y called Parliamentary s.curity. To these 
meil you are bonod in honour. If you do not d.fend t.be landlords, 
depend upon it nobody else will, Do th.t-do what is just and right to 
all classes and you may safely leave your authority, your influence, and 
your mediatorial power to the good B8USB and consideration ,of yonr 
countrymen." 

!'unction of the House of :r.ords.-At the inauguration of a 
Conservative Club at Hackney, in N oTember, 1880, the Marquis of 
Salisbury, in responding to the toast of the Honae of Lords, ssid: .. There 
are persons among us who maintain that it is the duty of the HOUSB of 
Lorda to act &8 the pale ebadow of the Hous. of Commons, and to rep.at 
in a f .. ble ecbo all that that Hous. may d.cid. to paes. I beli.'I'. 
that under any circumstances 8ueh a doctrine ea.nnot be sustained. . Even 
if the altemative were, in a day which is far from us, the abolition of the 
Hanso of Lorda, I ebould still .. y it was b.tter for the Hons. of Lorda 
to apeak ont it. ind.pendsnt mind before the community, than to dec.iv. 
it with the falee pretence of a s.curity that does not .xist. Do not 
nnd.rstand me to be mainteiuing that it is the function of the House of 
Lords to maintain opiniOD.8 different from the mature conviction of the 
nation at large. Such is the constitution of our .English society that 
snch a condition of things would Dot only be nnscemly, it 'Would be 
impoesib1e. The House of Lorda will n.c ..... ily represent the durable 
and continued current of feeling and opinion. in this cowin.,.; but, if I 
were to try to define in a sentonce the function of the Honse of Lords, 
I should say it. duty was to repres.nt the p.rman.nt .. oppos.d to the 
passing feelings of the English nation." 

.. :r. ... d Hunger."-Spe&lrlng at & dinner of tho Morchant Tay!orS' 
Company, May 19, 1881, Lord Salisbury thus comm.nted on this phrase, 
which had recently b •• n need with regard to the p .... ntry of Ireland: 
.. Tbia year will b. long remembered in Constitntional blltory .. th. year 
in whieh the a1'g11D1ent of lland hllllger' was invented. It has been 
discovored that when a people hunger for land, that t11ey are to ha.V8, ~ 

. 1rill not say all they ask for, but a considerable proportion of it, without 
componsstion for the right. of th ... who happen to b. in possession of tho 
land already. We have hoard that. when land hunger was in question. 
politicaJ. economy was a science only fit for the inh&bitant.a of J npit.er and 
Saturn. Land hunger &gain, we a.ro told, where it exists, produces this 
curious result-that whatever increase of valuo the land obtains in eon .. 
sequence of the excess of the demand over the supply t belongs, not;', as 
OrdiDary poople might think, to the ownor, but to the y.arly teDant who 
happons to b. oocnpying it at the tim.. That is a vory interosting 
OpiniOD for the inhabitant. of the City of LondoD. I think th .... is DO 
donht that th ... is scarcely • pIa.e in the world wh.re land hnnger 
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prevail. to such a frightful exteut lis in the Citr of London. I am told 
the land hunger i •• 0 great as to be measured br the price of £.50,000 per 
BCl'e. (A Voice: 'A million in some places.') Well, that makes my 
a"gument all the more forcible, and therefore I think the cil izena of 
London .honld have their attention invited to this new doctrine of land 
hunger; for, depend upon it, it will plar a verr great part in the fntaro. 
I cannot, indced, help thinking that if this honour i. paid to it, other 
\<inds of hunger will come into fashion, and I do not ... whr we .honJd 
not have 'house bUDger/ 'Consols hunger,' and even 'sUver plate hunger.' 
I am afBicted even now with 8 very considerable amount of. place hunger 
(laughter), anel I do not know how far the aame mamns are t~ bo applied 
to these kinds of hunger." 

.. Legislation by Inadverience."-on the .... nd readiog of the 
Irish Land Bill in the Honse of Lords, in August, 1881. the Marquis of 
SaIi.bnrr said, " We are told thet the Irish tenant has acquired a new 
property-a tenant right of land. And how do ron think he has acqnired 
it P He did not bur it; he did not· earn it; but he got it becau •• at a 
certa.in moment Mr. Gladstone in the House of Oommons went to sleep. 
(Laughter. ) We have this strange statement attributed to the Prime 
Minister. 'It was not perceived br anr one during f.he pasaage of tho Act 
of 1870 that tho foundation of tanant-right was being laid. The Honse 
was Dot fnlly cODscious of the result of what it was doing. The object 
was to fiDe the landlord for ejecting the tenant; but the case was now 
verr diJterent. Ther had now formed a real tanant-right, and given the 
tanant • power to sall that right! Of all the extraordioarr forms of 
legislation of which I hove heard. the form of legislation by inadvertence 
is at once the strongeat and the most alarming. At allevento. if it is really 
the ease that the property of the landlord has boon given to the tenant 
beeanae. in one nnhappr moment, Mr. Gladstone was inad .... rtent. 1st na 
take care that no neh accident oeClll'B a~ » 

An Unpleasant BemiDcl.er.-In a diocnoaion in tbe Honse of Lords 
on the suLject of Jewish parsecutioDO in Rnoaia, Feb. 9, 1882. Earl Gran
ville had &aid: .. During mr first short tenure of the Foreign Office, I 
took tile unusual and disconrteone step of retarniDg unanswered two 
note ... to our harbouring rebala, which Prince Schwarzenberg had trans. 
mitted to her Majesty's Goveroment. We .. nnot applr one mi. to 
omselvea and another to foreign countriea.JI On this the Marquis 01 
Salisbnrr. in the .ourae of his replr. remarked: .. I wish the noble earl 
had abslained from advertising what he is pleaced to oall his own dis
courtesy to the Government of Anatria; for thet is a matter in which the 
reputotion of her Mnjeo;"'. Government does not require to be 
heightenecl." (Laughter.). Earl Granville presentlr9plained: "Mrfeo1-
ingo towards Anstria are of ths most friendlr aud cordial character. I 
wnnt to poiDt out that the foot which I mentioned is not of recent 
ocourrence, hut is matter of histol'1. having happened thirtJ' rears ago." 

• A.n allusion to Mr. Gladatonel
• HDlMb on Austria in hi. KidlothiaD. 

apeeohel, and the uplanation uted for h1 that Power on his retum to oIlce. 
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Tho Marquis of Salisbury: .. I did not hiIlt th.t tho noblo earl hod &I1y 
hostility to Austria, but tb&t tho Govomment to which ho belongs hod 
a reputatiou in tb&t reopoet, and that his words might tend to heightan 
it." (Laughter.) 

.. A Great Calm. "-At • moeting of tho Working Men's CODSor. 
vativ8 Association at Liverpool, in April, 1882, in response to & resolution 

, wolcoming tho Maajuis of Salisbury and Sir Staiford N ortboote, tho· 
former delivered an addTeSS, in the course of which he said: co It is a 
very convoniont thing to s.y that anybody who stands np for tho honolIt 
of England, or desires to maintMn her position amongst nations, wishes 
to maintain • state of quarrol and to hanish tho bl .. sing of peace from 
the world, or is indiil'erent to tho horrors of war. But I maintain that 
the whole COU1'88 of history a.nd of our own recent experience shows the 
contrary. and that those are the truest apostles of peace, and ha.ve the 
most genuine sense of the horrors of wa.r, who allow other countries 
thoroughly to understand thst, whilo wo dooply 8Ild earnestly valuo peace 
and goodwill amongst natioIlS, we do not think that that end is to be 
attained by allowing ODr interests to be disregardod or ODr honoDr to bo 
contemned. Mr. Brigbt recently told you that the great honour of the 
present Govomment was that thore was a great calm. Woll, any ship 
that chooses to run out -of its appointed course, and out of the passage 
which it is its duty to perform, into tho no .. oat harbour, 0811 find tho 
hl..sings of a great oa1m. Tho question is wheth~r that calm has been 
hononrnbly oamed." 

The Germ Theory in Politics.-On thelsst stage of the Arr .... 
of Rent (Ireland) Bill, in 1882, the Marquis of Salisbury introduced this 
expression. He remarked: u It has been said that this is an exceptional. 
that this is 8.:finaJ. measure, and tha.t we shall hear no mOl'e of it. Well, 
wa heard tha.t last ye&l', and we know how marvellously the germ theory 
has infected politics in recent years. We know that measures which are 
pressed upon us one yeat' 88 final, are pressed upon us the next 88 

containing the germ of further legislation in the same direction." 
.a. Parlia.menta.ry II GooS8-step."-Late in the session of 1883, a 

Pawnbrokers' Bill was before the Hon'llo of Lords, but withont apporent 
probability that it would receive attention when passed to tho House of 
CommODS. On a question that the report of amendments bo received, tho 
Marquis of Salisbury ssid that, ao an 8IlIlonncement had boen made in 
another place of a gsnersl massacre of bills, 80me of thom of great 
importance, ho wished to ask whether there was the slightest chance of the 
present measure being passed this y.... IT there was no likelihood of the 
bill poasmg, was there any use in making their lordships go through this 
Parliamentary gooso-step P The Lord Chancellor replied th.t, if it wore 
to be taken for granted that bills introduced into their House could not 
pass in another place, their lordships would be discouraged from p .. sing 
any bills at all. . 

":Legislation by Picnic.~-In addressing 8 Conservative meeting 
at Sheffield on the day following the Franchise II demoustration" in 
London in July, 1884, the Marquis of SaJiebury remarked respecting tho 
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Government: .. They dare not ask for the verdict of publio opinio'" 
where alone that verdict can be legitimately given, but they set up all 
aorta of shams ond counterfeite. They d .... nd into tha etreets. They 
eall for processions. They imagine that 30,000 Redicale going to amuse' 
~emselves in London on a given day, express..the public opinion of the 
country. That is not the way in which a progressive, cultured, and' 
civilised Stste determine. the opinions of ito citizens. N.thing could have 
been more good.hnmoured, &e yet, than the multitndee of their own 
portisone whom they have snmmoned into the etreeto to keep them in 
countenonee. But the appeal to the etreeto, the attempt at legislation by 
picnic, hse ito dangeroue side &e well There is no more hopeless condition 
in which a popularly governed State ean bs plunged. than when ito policy 
is decided by demonetrations hald in the .treeto of the metropolis." 

The .. Pilot BoJ10011."-Lord Salisbury observed, in the debete in 
the Houee of Lords on the Addrees at the ,oponing. of Parlisment, 
January21, 1886: .. I believe that theworet symptoms whiehIreland now 
shows are due to the declarations in favour of Home Rule whieh we 
believe to have haen made by leading etstesmen in this country. I eay 
that those declarations have enormously added to our dilIicultize, and 
increased the belief in the minds o£ cartain men that they were going .,to, 
win, and their reeolution to adopt every meane and to run every risk for 
the purpose of coercing the opinions of their fallow·eountrymen."-Earl 

, Granville (suavely): .. May I ask what declarations of distinguished men 
the noble marquis refers to P "-Tha Marquis of Salisbury: .. The decJara.. 
tiona whieh appoared in the newspapers. They eeemed to be authentic, 
and they were not distinctly contradicted. Don't tell me that when a man 
in the position of Mr. Gladstone hse attributed to him opinions at variance 
with -all the opinions of hi. life, and fatal to the conatitution of thia· 
oountry-do not tall me that he is at liberty to skulk behind ambiguo .. 
generelisation, and not to &By boldly boloro the country whether tha 
opinions that, apparently with authority, are attributed to him are really 
hia or not. If it be tree that he hse earefaIly concealed what he really , 
thought, ond &llowed the Seporstiet poety in Ireland to derive all the 
advantage they have derived from-the opinions attributed to him, he is 
soarcely Ie .. guilty of the result thon if those opinions had been actuslly 
hia own. I heard the other day of the e1feet thsse opinions, whieh the 
noble lord affeots to disbelieve in, heve had in Ireland. A great town in 
the north of Ireland dssired to borrow £100,000, and endeavoured to 
borrow it of ·8ome :financial authorities in London. Then e&m.&-what 
shall I eall it P-the kite that W&e down, the pilot balloOn that W&e ssnt 
up.- Immediately the negotiations were broken olf, and the refusal to 
lend any money to this great town was prompt and deeisive. Men .. w in 
the suppoaed opinions of a man like Mr. Gladstone-who hse played such 
a splendid and enormous part in the history of the lut half century-they 
eaw in. the opiniona attributed to him dangere whieh would make th& 

• A oommumoation auppoaed to haTe b88ll made b,J 01' throllRh Mr. Berben . 
Gl&cl,tone to one of the Preal lC'OJloie •. 
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investment of capital in Ireland insecure, and which business men, at all 
events, whether statesmanship did 60 or DOt, concluded were a sufficient 
ground for acting as if the opinions attributed to him were really his. ,,. 
-It was only a few weeks after this, on the supereession of ths Salisbury
Government, that the country was astcnished hy ths production of Mr. 
Gladstone's Irish Bills. Earl Granville's interrogatory may be particularly 
noted. 

"Loopholes."-Lord Salisbury, at the &DDua.l dinner of the "Oo~ ... 
tutionaJ U Dion of Great Britain and Irela.nd II in St. James's Hall, June' 
29, 1886, said, .. There is one kind of industry to which Mr. Gladstone 
has devoted himaelf without Ilogging for fifty years, and in which he has 
acquired an nnsllrpassed perfection, and that is ths manufacture of loop
holee. I have admired his skill again and &gam. I have heard, perhaps, 
or read, as I thought, some statement which seemed to me a plump 
adherence to some opinion or some intention; a.ud then, later on, I have
gone hack to ... if I could verify the words, and; to my surprise, I have 
always discovered lurking, in some ambigoous phrase that I had not 
notired at the time, the inevitable loophole through which hs could escape." 

.., Bamboozle" and II Bamboo"'-The Marquis of Salisbury. on 
being admitied to ths honorary freedom of the Grocere' Company (May 29, 
1886), made some ObS8l'V&tions on the absorbing topics of the day, and 
alluded partieularly to the Government of Ireland Bill, then before ths 
House of Commons: Mentioning the nams of William Pitt, ha aaid: 
If His II.8me calls up peculi&r reoollections at this moment, because it is his 
great work which we are now, as a matter of Pa.rlia.menta.ry ~pedieney' 
and manceuvre, engaged in knocking to pieces. It is, at all events, one. 
eatisfa.etion that a species of homage is being done to his memory, in &.. 

mattar about which ho has been much att&oksd. W 0 are ofton told that. 
he ca.rried the Union by bribery_ Well, I believe he did give a certain .. 
number of honours and titles to pel'8Oll8 who supported him. Of course,. 
in these days you bow we are so pure, no such things are ever done. W 8-. 

know thet reluctant votes are nover bought by a party; but for a long 
timo bribery has been asSocisted in legal oontemplation with a sister whos .. 
name is intimidation, and if Mr. Pitt brihed, persone who wish to undo 
Mr. Pitt's work know at laaat how to intimidata; and if it be tree thet the 
UlliOll .. as in any sense carried by bribery, it will be much more tree, if ' 
thet Ullion is &battared, thet ita death will b. due to llll80r0pulous intimi-
dation.· There is a cynical philoaopher-I think an American-who, 
looking out upon tho ayatama of government in tho world, eummarised 
them shortly by .. :ring that they might be classified either under the head , 
of bamboozle or bamboo. Do not imagine for a moment I nbsoribs to 
that sentiment. I am quoting it for the purpose of showing the exoellence 
of the Government under which we live, because we h.a.ve been able to.. 
uhaust • ths resourcsa of oivilisation,'. and have been able both to 

• A. phrase used by Mr. Gladstone in the Cit,. of tonaon, in reference to the
Pamellite proceedings. He eaid that the leaden of sedition in Irela.nd would.. 
bd that "the resouroel of oiviliaatiOD. are not yet uhauated.u 
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'bamboozle and bomboo in the .ttainment of th. gr •• t obj.ct for which 
5t&te.men a.re striving now. (Oheer. and laughter.) We .ee one body of 
men promoting • certain policy with th. conviction thet it will lead to 
.. epa.ration, and another body promoting it on the ... ored gronnd th.t it is 
'the only way by which sepa.r&tion can be prevented. Well, our opinione 
1I1&y be right or wrong. but it is quite ocrt&in that one pa.rty is being 
bamboozled~" 

JIotetaphOH.-Lord Sali.bury dropped the following observation. on 
the oc ... ion of the presentation of an eddress from & large body of Irish 
Nonoonformist Minister •• November 14.1888: "You a.re told that what. is 
in store for you is thet Ireland sbell govern here.lf-that she .h&ll have 
... If.gov.rnment. M.taphors are admirabl. things. They edom or&tory. 
'They often ensbl. yon to explain in a short compas.. But m.taphors may 
·b. pushed to .x ..... and when th. idea of th .... lion of a Bingl. voluntary 
being is .xteeded to Ireland. divided .. she is into p&rtise •• perated by 
th. widest ch&sm and th. strougest diJ!eren .... the m.taphor has ceaaed 
to be us&ful and become delusive. It is.beurd to talk of •• If·government 
when th.re is no self to govern. If three people are sittiog upon two 
·peopl. and ri1ling their pockets. you must not 8&y th.t they are • group of 
Jive OIIjoying the blessings of •• If.government." . 

Parliament Ineft'ective against Public Opinion.-At a dinner 
1>f the As ... i.tion of Chamb ... of Oommeree in March. 1891. speaking of 
the proposed regulation of labour by legislative enactment, Lord Salisbury 
'Said: .. Parliom.nt uses ouoh grand language in its ensotments thet it 
baa got to believe thet it is omnipotent; but thet is a very great mistake. 
Parlioment is a vary potent engice, and its enaetments aimost alwaye do 
'Something. though they vary •• ldom do what the origiustera of those 
.......tments meant. The outoom&-to use a technical phras&-is th. 
~eeultant of • composition of two forces, and the two fo ...... are the 
enaetiog fore. of Parlioment and the evading fore. of tho individual. If 
th. enaetment squares with th. publio interest and is. _""bl. to th. 
public conocience. it will be carried out; if it baa boon edopted as th. 
reeult of agitation, or at th. biddiug of • c!&a&-if it overrides th. rights of 
minorities and tramples on prineiples which the conscience of the natiOlL 
'approv8&-thet Act of Parliament will have no elfect in obtaiuing th. 
objects for which it was made, but it will hava an elfect in eurroundiug 
th. industry which it touch .. with precautions and investigstione. inspec • 
.tione and regulations. in which it will be alowly enveloped and stifled." 

A Tribute from lIIEr. G1ac1stone.-In tho debete on th. Addre .. 
·at the opening of Parliament in Janua.ry. 1886. Mr. Gladston. aaid, with 
respect to foreign rolatious generally: .. I have not, of courae. boon 
minutaiy informed of th. transaotione of th. Prim. Minister and of the 
·G<>vemmont, but so far .. I hove been informed of th.m. and with regsrd 
to th. principal ontlin. of th ... transaotions. SO far .. I have been ahl. to 
1IJlderetand th.m. I heve pl8&8uro in "'pasting here what I have more than 
.... e. stated slaewher&-thet th. conduot of Lord Salisbury appears to ma 
to have done him honour. and to be worthy of the nam. and th. orodit of 
this country.» 
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An Exceptional Compliment.-Hugh McCalmont Cairns WII8 

returned te the House of CommODe for Belfast in 1852, and continued to 
repreeent that borough until 1866. In 1858 he WBe appointed Soliciter. 
General under Lord Derby's aecond Administration. His eloqusnce was 
marked at this time, and drew from the first Lord Lytton in his .. St. 
Stephen's» a tribute of praise, exceptional in the case of a living orat.or:_ 

"Still when Cairns rises, tho' .. 'Ii cia.wn of da.y, 
The sleepers wake, and feel rejoiced to sta.y, 
As hie clear reasonings in light strength arise, . 
Like Dorio ehalts admitting lucent skies." 

Sir Hugh Cairns W88 mede Attcrney.Genaral in 1866, when Lord Derby 
again formed a Government; but shortly after, a Lord JusticeshiP of 
Appe&l becoming vacant, he wae promoted te the bench, and created .. 
peer in 1867. In February, 1868, Lord Cairns bec&me Lord High 
Chancellor in Mr. Disraeli'e first Aclministratiou, and was rese&ted on 
the Woolsack when the last-n&med etetesman returned te power in 1874. 
He wae l'aised a step in the peerage, Be Earl. Cairns, in 1878. He is 
remembered, among other things, as t·he introducer of the SettJed Estatee 
Act, 1882. 

The :I.aw of l'rimogeniture,-An ex&lllple of the clear etetement 
of a .... which distinguisbed the speaking of Sir. Hugh Cairns in the 
Honse of Commons may be taken from the debate on Mr. Locke King's 
proposal, in 1859, to alter the la.w of succession to real estate in cases of 
intestacy. Sir Hugh Cairns, then Soliciter·General, opposed the hono1ll'. 
able member's bill, and in t.he course of his speech observed: .. Honourable 
memhars opposite said that tha preeent Isw as te descent was a wretched 
remnant of leudal policy; that it had its origin in feudal times, an~ that 
before the fendal times it was unknown in this country. His anaWl:.· to 
that .... ae, that he did not care whet was its origin. . • Looking at 
it 88 a question of policy, whet were the results which aowed from this 
1&11' P In the first p1sce, it hermonised with an hereditary monsrehy and 
an hereditary peerage. In the next p1sce, speakbig of the principle of 
the law, not rperely as it affected the disposition ot the estates of 
intestates, but ... manifested in the habits of the country with rega.rd to 
entails &nd settlements, it tended to maintain a. class in this country 
distinct from tha aristocracy of mere wealth, and the aristecracy produced 
--and rightly produced-by sncceBBful eommercial enterprise. The Isw 
and the custom together. acting one upon the other, kept a class distinct, 
in consequence of their connection with the land, from those other classes 
who were of course in themselves as important elements as the aristocracy 
of tlie eountry. In the next pIsce, this Isw and custom we .. favourable te 
the agriculture of the country. The tendency of this country, with regard 
both te agricnlt1ll'e and manufact1ll'ss. had been te undertake production 
D1l a larB'a scale; BUd honourable members opposite would not disagree 
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'With the doctrine of Mill, that wherev ... a people had once undertaken 
production on a large scaJ.e in agriculture. commerce, or manufactures, 
~hey wonld not willingly relinquish its advantagee. Again, the law was 
moat important in a eocial point of view. It kept families together by 
preeerving the headship of familiae. The certain effect of a division of 
.property ench as that reeommended was in the &econd generation to 
dwarf a family down to tha rank of petty aquires, and in the nen gener&.. 

"'tion to dwarf it into the eondition of mere peasants. In the _I plaee. 
-while it preserved to them their eocial station and position, the law excited 
'younger brothers to ambition and emulation in a manner that no other 
... ystem in &Dy country was ever known to do before. And, lastly. tha 
benefit of it did not 1I0w merely to the children of a family. but it 
.. timulated the parent of the family alao to make provisioo. by frngality. 
economy. and indnetry. for his younger hranches, at the 88me time that 
it gave him the certainty of the importance of the family being pre
.....ved by the headship of his eldcet eon.Th .... then. were the oon
.elusiona at which he had arrived." The speaker went on to anpport these 
"""clusiona by referonceo to enndry authoritiea.-The bill was defeated, OIl 

:a division, by 271 to 76. 
The .. Tender Passion" in Befo ...... -In Maroh, 1859. the 

·Government of the Earl of Derby introduced into the House of Commons 
A Reform Bill, the aeeond reading of which was oppoaed by Lord Joha 
Russell 'With an amendment, avowedly intended to lead to the rejection 

.of the meaanre. At the cloaa of his speech moving this amendment, 
he remarked: .. I ehall take this conroe, eareleae of ""y imputation 
which may be east upon me. With regard to this great question of 
Reform, I may eonelnde by saying that I defended it when I was yoong. 
:and I will not desert it now that I am old." Sir Hugh Cairns, in reply • 
. eaid: .. The noble lord appea1a as a proof of his eineerity in his amend
ment to his long.known and long-tried attaehment to the canse of Reform. 
We all know and admit the noble lord'e attaehment to this great national 

.and politieal question. But we ~ know that there is a form of the 
~der psaaion which 8Ometim .. developes itself in jealoUS)' of any attsn
tion to the objset of its sffeetion from any other qnsrter. .... I am anre 
the country will &ek-,the eonntry have &eked already-what arB the real 
intentiona of the noble lord, and what are the specific objects which he 
prop0ec8 to himoelf in mooting a hill of this kind, not oponly, not broadly, 
but by an ambignona and olmost irregular amendment, which commits 
nohody and which means nothing that is preciso. The people of this 
conntry have differed, and always will differ, about Reform Bills, abeut 
theories of representation, about social and domestic legislation of every 
kind. But there is one enbj .. t upon which the people of this country 
.are entirely agreed. They do not like anything which bears the least 
appearance of approaching to artifi.., or-I must use a homely phl"8S8-& 
.dodge. They do not like it in busin .... they do not like it in politics; 
but leaat of all will they adinire it in a man who, at a tinle when the best 
intercets of our .. untry .t home and our most peaooful hopes abroad 
.demand all the patriotism, all the oandour, end all the forbsarancs·of • 
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statesman. approaches the consideration of a great national question like 
this. not fairly to criticise, not boldly to reject, but to contrive a crafty 
and catching device, to confuse and, if it ma.y be. to dislocate parties, and in 
that confusion and dislocation to secure his own political aggrandieemeilt 
and private advantage." .A.fter a debate adjourned over several nights, 
the amendment was carried by 380 to 291. The Government appealed to 
the country; but, on the assembling of the new Parliament, an &D1endment 
to the Address, declaring want of confidence in the Ministry. was moved 
by the Marquie of Hartington, and carried by a majority of 13 in ~ house 
of 637. 

Minority Bepresent .. tion.-In the paesage of the Reform Bill 
of 1867 through the House of Lords, the proposition for the repreeentation 
af. minorities was introduced on the motion of Lord Cairns, and eventually 
carried in the Commons by 253 to 204. During the discussions in the 
Upper House on this measure, Lord Cairns addressed their lordships 88 

many as twenty.four times on the various cla.uses. 
The Amendment to the l'mnchise Bill.-The opposition in 

the House of Lords to the second reeding of the Bill of 188,1, (s .. p. 64) 
. wae led by Earl Cairns. who brought forwnrd a reeolution objecting to it 
on the ground that the bill would make "a fundamental. change in the 
constitntion of the electoral body, while not apportioning the right to retnrn 
members 80 &8 to insure 8 true and fair representation of the people." In 
the coorse of his speech he argued that, in passing the Franchise Bill unac· 
companied by a Redistribution Bill, there would be the danger of a general 
election with the old distribution and the new constituencies. II You would 
then," he sam. It get 8. Convention Parliament elected by bodies intended 
.to be mere temporary depositaries of power. Suppose that when that 
House. of Commons assembled they were to say, l We are bound by no 
pledge; we will undertake no redistribution; 'we are quite satisfied with 
things &8 they are, and will let them remsin ae they are.' They would be 
masters of the situation, and you would have a fundamental chauge mad.e 
:in the constitntion of the country simply by an accident. It is this <!anger
I call it & greve and seriono danger-that I aek your lordship. to guard 
.against. It is idle to .ay that ... e opp .. e onroelve. to any wish of 
the country in this mattar. We appeal to the country; we desire to be 
judged by the country. It is • calumny to say that wo set ourselves 
against the country or against a measure of reform. We desire that that 
which has been done on all former occasions of a reform of the eonst.itution 
should be done now, and that • perU and danger of that eharacter, to 
which a. 'leap in the dark' would be 88 nothing, should, if possible, be 
.averted." In the division there appea:red-:-For the second reading. 146~ 
for Earl Cairns' amendment. 205; majority,_ 59 .. Thirty.four members 
having paired, a total of 385 peers took Dart in the division, out of • 
pominal roll of 518 membere. 

Ministers ana the Transvaal.-Lord Cairns's speech on the 
~onduct of the Government with respect to.-the affairs of the Transvaal, 
in 1881, made a great impression on the- House. although no division 'was 
faken. The following were his. c.oncludiDg words: U I wish that, while 
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still the Transvaal remains, as you BAy it does, under our control, the 
British lIag had not been first reversed and than trailed in insult through the 
mud. I wish that the moment when you are weakening our empire in th& 
Esst had not been seleeled for dismembering onr empire in South .Africa. 
These are the aggravations of the transaction. You have used no painB 
to conceal what was humbling, and a shame that was real yon have also 
mad. burning. But the tranasetion withont the aggravation is had enough. 
It has already touched, and will .very dey touch more d.eply, the heart 
of the nation. Other reverses we have had, other disasters; but. reverse 
is not dishononr, and & dissster doea not ne........-ily imply disgrace. Te> 
her Maj.sty's Government w. owe a ssnsation which to this eonntry of 
ours is n.w, and which certainly is not agreeabl •• 

I In all the ills we ever bore, 
We grieved, 'We llighed, we wept ;-we never blDBhed before.' ". 

THE EARL OF SELBORNE. 
(1812.) 

Lord ChaDcellorship Det_d.-Mr. Roundell Palmer (in lator 
years Lord S.lbom.) was first retomed to Parliament in 1847, for 
Plymonth, but aftorwardy representod Richmond (Yorkshire). He was 

. Solicitor·General in the Administration of Lord Pa1merston in 1861, and 
Attomey.Genera1 in 1863. Whan "Mr. Gladetone took offic. in 1886. to 
carry out the disestablishm.nt of the Irish Ch1Uch, it W88 understood that 
Sir Round.ll Palmer wonld have been offered the Lord Chancellorship,. 
but for his known disapprora1 of the meaonres of dissndowment which 
were also contemplated. In 1872 he .... choe&n to lay before the inter. 
nation&! tribunal at Gen.va the .... for Geeat Britein in the Alabama 
dispute; and a f.w monthe lator, Lord Hetherl.y resigning the graat 
seal, Sir Round.ll Palm.r W88 mad. Lord Chancellor. He retomed to 
the woolsack on the _mon of Mr. Gladetone's Gevemm.nt in 
1860, but d.olined to hold olli .. on the formation of the Liberal Ministry 
of 1888 • 

.6. lIIrild Bebuke.-On the abolition of the purchase system by 
royal warrant in 1871 (s .. page863), the Ti .... of Sir R. Palmer, privatoly 
expressed, were commentod upon in the Hons. of Commons, in oppoeition 
to the oonrae taken by the Government. Sir Ronndell thereupon wroto ( 
foil .... to Mr. Cardwell, the Seeretary for War: .. I heve alwayo thought' 
and oaid that the issuing of such a warrant .... within the undoubted 
power of the Crown; though to do 80 without haTing a sufficient 888Uran" 
thet Parliam.nt wonld proTide the neco...,." oompansation for the olli ...... 
who wOuld otherwise sulf.r by such an .... rcise of royal power, wonld 
not be just, and therefore wonld not be consistent with the spirit of the 
Constitutiou, which veste all such powers in the Crown, in the conlidOllce, 

• Tbil quotation hr.d, to t1R':Mr. DisraeU". ezprullicm, It preYiO'08q BCeiYed 
the meecl of ParUamentaQ' approbation," haTing been uecl with peat; d'eot 
nnw tho oironmItan ..... oorded on p. 859. 
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and for the purpose, that right, not wrong, sh.u be done.· I should have 
been glad if it had been generally ana oIearly und .... tood from tha 
beginning that, subjeet to the aenae of Parliament being ascertained with 
reference to the point of compeuastion, the form of proeedure would be 
that which was eventu.ny adopted; heesuae it ie oertaiDly an evil 
that the adoption of ooe conatitotional mode of prooedure, rather than 
another, should appear to aries from an adveraa vote of the Rouae of 
Lords." 

Appeals against Parlia.m.ent.-In the debete on the eecond 
raadingof the lrieb Land Bill in the Rouae of Lorde, April 22, 1887. 
Lord Selborne referred to the Crimes Bill, which was being proceeded 
with CODCU1'l'eD.t1y in the House of Commons, and said: U Is it or is it not 
part of the goneral politie&l sitostion, that the m ... ure which the G1>vem
ment has introduced for the protection of liberty, and for. the represeion 
of crime and couapiraey, ie being opposed with extreme energy.u over 
the country by those who were lately responsible for the govemment of 
the country? Is there or is there not at the present moment an alllimoo 
olfeDSive and defensive between thoae who lately had the government in 
their hands. and the same men who, a few short years ago, were,denounced 
as 'marching through rapine to the dieintegration of the empire P > 

Aud are they not • marching through rapine to the dieintegration of th& 
empire' as much now as then P and is not the' rapine as great now as it· 
was then P • • That ie the sitostion with which you have to de&!; and 
people are going .u over the country, and the late Prime Minister ie 
ealling spirits from the vasty deep-it does not seem to matter whataort 
of spirits they are. In words formerly quoted by BurKe: 

'Black spirita and white, red epirits and grey, 
MingJe, mingle, mingle, ,.ou that mingle ma.,.: 

It was ouly yesterday that I read ons of th ... letters which the late Prime 
Minister ie scattering daily like anorisk .. over the United Kingdom and 
the United Ststes, in which hs said that, to defest tbie bill-introdueed to 
put down crime and conspiracies for crime, and tcJ enable government to. 
be csrried on in Ireland-those for whom he spoke were prepared to risk. 
.u the politie&! consequences. What ie it tbst is being done P An appe&l 
ie being made against Parliament, agsinet the Legielaturti, against the 
very decided majority in the House of Commons reqently returILed-some ... 
thing ie to be dono out of doors which is to producs 80ms politie&! conss
quenc .. , for ths purpoee of overawing and intimidating the Legielator .. 
and preventing them from passing measures for ,the restoration of order 
and the repression of crime. That does seem to be a state of things 
present cn this occasion, and nece888l'Y to be borne in mind." 

r. .. w ... d Liberty.-On the third. raading of the Criminal Law 
Amendment (Ireland) Bill, July 18, 1887, Lord Selbome spoke lIS 

follows: "In my opinion-it may be an old-fashioned one-both public· 
and private liberty in Ireland depend upon the authority of the courts or 
justice, and upon the maintenance of the supremacy of the la.w. I there

. fore look upon this measuro, whicll has for its object the maintenance of: 

"" 
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the supremacy of. the la.w in that country, sa one rendered neeessary by 
the circumstances of the country." Referring to the operation of the 
"National League," he said: II The attempt to substitute a diff'erent sort 
of law i. not all You have the Plan of Campaign, which deals with the 
rights of landlord. and tenants, and no .. infiuen.. of every sort which 
can be brought to bear npon tenants to pay no rents, or only slIch as the 
LenglIe thinks right-overrnling the I&ws of the land, a.nd making war 
npon private rights, a.nd that whether people .. e willing to payor. not; 
and, .fter preventing payment where the people are willing to pay, taking 
the money from the tenants, not to take c ... of it for them, not to keep it 
in reserve to pay the landlord. but to use it for their own purposes, and -
undertaking to hold the tenants harml ... as well .. they can. My lord., 
thet is a vehmgericht. Are we to allow such & etete of thinge to go on, 
without inqairing whether the I&w can be made stronger P" He paeoed 
on to refer to hie old coll .. gue and &88ociate, the Prime Minister in whoee 
Ministry he had been twice Lord Chancellor, and conoluded his speech 
by eaying: .. My loode, it is a subject·of regret to me that· I am com. 
polled to dHl'er from 80 many of my noble friends, but moet of all do 
I regret to differ from the great man to whoae aervi .. I hove devoted 
much of the best y.... of my !He. My sepuation from' him will be 
• bitter thing to me to the end of my days; but before all regud 
for persons, before all regard for friends, before all regud for self, mnet 
be the regud I hove for I&w a.nd juetico, for publio liberty and pnbli. 
honour." 

.. Her MaJesty's Mwsters,"-At a Trinity Honee banquet in 
1880, this toeot was propoaed by Lord Chief Juotico Cockburn, and 
oonpled, in vory complimentary terms,' with the name of the Lord 
Chancellor, Lord Selboms. Responding to this, he 88id: .. Whatever 
differences may prevail in the stormy atmosphere of the Honee of Commons 
or in the aerener atmoephnre of the Honao of Larde-whotever vorleti .. of 
opinion may exist amrrag tho leading minds of tho oonntry as to qneetiona 
of policy, overy Ministry, during tho time while it is in ollice, has entrnetsd 
to its .... tho great, tho constant, and the permanent interesta of the 
nation, and all right.mUided men muet desire, 80 far .. thoao intareota ... 
concerned, to strengthen the hands of the depositaries of 80 greot a trnot. 
I do not think tho permanent character III'th ... dnti .. can be better 
aymboliaed than by tho threo depuimente of tho Govemment which are 
eepeoially repreaented here to·day. I speak of tho I&w, representoo. by 
the Chief J neti •• of Engl&rrd, and of tho two great fore ... military ani 
naval. on which the peace of the country and the maintenance of the 
national power depends. These are permanent, immutable interests; and 
amidst. all our dilI'erencoe, and notwithetsnding all the occasional hoat of 
oni disouasioDB, I hopo it will b. believed of na a1l, .. I shall always be 
ready to believe of othe .. with whom I do not politically agree when thoy 
are ohargod with tho eamo dnti ... that it will be ~ur endeavonr, loyally 
and patriotically, 80 to perform them thot theao great interests of the 
commonwealth may 8uiter DO detriment at our b&Dda." 
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EARL OF IDDESLEIGH (SIR S. NORTHCOTE). 
(1818-1887.) 

".7 Bight KODo"",.ble l'riena."-Bir Stalford N orthcote ...... 
a descendant of tho Sir John Northeote who .. "Note-book" zespocting 
tho. Long Parliament is occasionally referred to in th ... pageo. His 1iret 
experi8lleeo of public lifo wore gained ao private oocretary to Mr. GIod
ston .. whon thot Minister was Preoidant of tho Board of Trodo in Sir 
lI.obert Pool's Governmont (1843-1845). Mr. GIodstono genorously 
zeferred to the fact, sfter Lord Iddesleigh's death, by remarking, "In 
1843 I hod tho hOllour-<mci it wsa a greet honolll'-Of introducing him 
into public lifo, 8Ild I hod tho odVSlltogo of profiting largely by his 
personal semces and aid." To . this early connection 'WBS owing the 
torm& of mutual courtesy in which Mr. GIodstono 8Ild Sir StaJl'ord in 
lster y_ &lthough lesding opposite parties in tho House of Commons, 8Ild 
alteru&te1y ChSIlcollors of tho Exchequ.r, llOIl8t.mtly ref.rred to eaoh oth •• 
as u my right honourable friend.u Sir Sta1tord entered the House as 
member for Dndl.y in 1855, but represented North D.von from 1861. 
Und.r tho Administrstioll8 of the Earl of Derby and Mr. Disraoli, h. 
successiv.ly hold tho officos of FinSIlciai Secretsry to the Treosury, Presi. 
d.nt of tho Boord of Trod., S.cretary for India, and Chancellor of tho 
Exchequer. In 1871 h. W88 appointed by Mr. GIodston.'s Government 
0110 of the spaeial commission .... to the United State .. to srmnge the 
Alsba.ma lresty. On tho formation of a Ministry by the Marqnis of 
&Iisbury in 1885, Sir Stsfford wao appointed First Lord of the Treosury, 
and. at the lWDe time received from hie Sovereiga the honour. unuswd 
under the circumstances. of au earldom. 

The Confidence of the Kouse.-Tho following is & pieture of 
Sir Stafford Northeote. by the. author of. II Men and Manners in Parlia. .. 
ment" (IS';4): 'f There is a wonderfully wise and statesJDanlike air about 
Sir StaJl'ord Northcote &8 h. sits, spactscled and bearded, on the Treosury 
hSIlch, which of itself would go & loug way towards aeqniring the eon. 
Jidenco 8Ild the submission of the Ho..... But tho right hononrsble 
baronot is not d.peodent OIl his person&l aop.et &lone for his c1aim to 
supremaey. He is not a good spe&ker. but he is a ready ODe. sees & long 
way through a question, and can, if need be, e1evorly fence with it. He 
boa a good dea.J. of tact, is fair-mind.d, hononrsbl., frank, and at very 
lung interva.J.o dieplays little fiasb .. of humoroue perception which are as . 
precicus 88 solitary stars twinkling in &ll apparently hopelessly mnrky 
eky. He is &lways listened to witb thot respect the Houeo of Commo ... 
intuitively feola and liberally awards to any m8ll who bao succeeded in 
convincing it that he is an honest and clear thinker. and thus he per
eon&l!y enjoys the confidence of both sides of the HOD88." A corroboration 
.of this remark occurred soon after the meeting of the new Parlia.ment in 
1880 •. A temporary difficulty heving aris.n, and th.l.od ... of Mr. GIod • 
.tone's Dew Government being absent. a member BQ.g"gested the guidanoe 
of II the right honourable member for North Devon, in whom we all have 
eonfidence," and the rem&rk was received with general cheers . 

.. ,,2 . 
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A Favourite Btra.in.-Th. R.v. T. Mozl.y. writing in his 
U Reminiscences I) of 6 diocesan eonf'erence in Devonshire about 1868. 
ooyo' .. Karslak. had had his .. oond turn of speaking. and had touched 
the old chord. th.t thore was much to he said ou both sid... Sir Stsfford 
N orthcote W88 th.re. H. afterwatds conf .. sed to have hoou very much 
bored by tho diecms.ion. SpeakiDg and hearing sposChOB. h. ooid, alwsyo 
did bore him. . • But. whil. not quite up to tho mark, he had been 
basking und.r tho mild wisdom of his notive county. listening to the 
dear old strain. thot th.re is muoh to he said on both sidos. It seemed to 
take possession of his whole nature." 

mI'. Disr .... li·s Bight Xa.nd.-Mr. Disraeli thus wrote to his 
Chancellor of the Exch.quer in 1875, .. You are. and ever hove heen. my 
right hand, my most trusty counsellor; and I look to your filling a higher 
post thon thot which yon admirably discharge." 

P .... liam.ntary ObstrnctioD~In a speeoh at Ex.ter in September. 
1879. Sir Stafford Northcot. (then !sad.r of tho Hous. of Commons) com
mented as follows on this subject, .. I trust thot Parliament, still mo ... 
the country, will eesist us in oetting our fac. against any oondnot calcu
lated to bring party government into disrepute, or to interfere with the 
proper conduot of bURin.... But do not b. I.d away altogether by what 
you hear; do not -suppose that obstruction comes from only a few Irish 
members j the difficulty is far deepe% than that. There are· men who sit 
for important English constituencies who secretly, and sometimes more 
than secretly, favour obstruction which hears the name of certain Irish 
members. . . Remember what are the difficulties if you were to 
dosl with tho obolruction by altering regulations and making n.w rules •. 
You do on. of two things which you do not wish to do; you .ith.r 
give a great triumph to Irish m.mbers, auei thot is.exact1y whot yon do 
not want to do, or in aome future tim. )'ou deprive )'oul"OOlves of thot 
valuabl. protection which minoritiao ought tob .... against the oucroaoh
monts of majorities. Do not I.t us, in..orderm gst rid of a ·temporary 
evil. sacrifice an important permanent iuterest. What we want is a 
rosolote d.terminstion on tho part of tho great bulk of tho House thot 
th.y will stand no more obstruction. If th.re is that feeling aheent on tho 
pa.rt of any considerable Dumber of the members of the Honse. then we 
want tho feeling to b. manif •• ted by tho constituenci .. of tho country, by 
their d.manding that th~ir reprosontstivo ohsll teke a fum 8tand agsinst 
thot whioh may othorwiee be tho ruin of Parlinmontsry governm.nt. But I 
do not think th.r. is any dangsr of tho Hous. of COllll/lona or of Parliament 
losing its character. I myo.lf bell.ve thot th... are but temporary 
diOicultiao. which will paee aW8Y as oth.r temporary diOicultioo hav .. 
paeeed ~way."-Th. Marqnis of Hartington 8bortly after this com. 
plained thot Sir Stafford Northco! .. had trea,t<ld tho matter ao one of 
triTiaJ. importance. u Parliamentary obstroctiou," he observed. "will 
b. doalt with and put down by a Governm.nt which preeents to 
Parliament well-considered measures in which it takes au. inteNat 
itself, and in which the country takes . an interest. and when at ffhe 
same time it manifests determm&tioD. to Bet &Bide any business, how8Te1' 
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imporl.&nt, however mueh desired by Parliament and by the aOlUlt.ry, 
for the first and paramOlUlt objeet of IISS1lring its OWII independauae and 
authority." 

The Cheat Oyster Question.-Speaking at the Free Trade 
Hall, Manebester, in June, 1881, Sir Stalford Northeote gave the 
following illustration of one way in which the time of the House of 
Commons was consumed: fO Every member in the House of OommODS 
now desires to distinguish himself in Bome way or other. He has Dot; 
the opportunity of making long speeches, bee&use tbere is very little time 
given for speeches in debate, and therefore the only way in which a grea-t 
many men can bring themselves into notoriety is to put questions, and. 
if they do not get satisfactory a.nswers, to move the adjournment of the 
Honee, and get up a debate. Th.t suits extremely well tbe taatea of 
a great many gentlemen, and they come in and ask questions suggested 
by &Ome aeeident. A man goes to his club and asks for oyster.; be dos8 
not get them, and is told they are eearee. He immediato1y gosa to the 
House and puts. question to the Home Seeretary. He wants to know 
wby oystem are ee&rae. Wen, we bave a very eloquent Home Secretary 
(Sir William Harcourt), but his colleagues do not eneourage his speaobea 
now he is in office. and his only opportunity is when answering questions, 
eo thet the beat way of indulging Iris own very powerful fund of humour 
is in answering questions; and the probability is that when a man gete 
up to ask why oysters are scarce, the Home Secretary gives him an 
8DSWer carcfn.lly written out over five or Bix pages of notepaper. and 
which occupies six or Beven minutes in delivery. But the man is not 
aatisfied with that;.l>e returua to the .ttack, bllCause he baa now got 
eonnected with the oyster question. He immedi&tely receives lett-ers from 
all parts of the country, and anggeationa as to remedies, and so he mov .. 
for returns, for he wants to know how many oysters aze coDB1lmed. This 
is the 80rt of way-in many ..... at leaalr-that a· very conoiderable 
portion of the public time is wasted. But this gentleman's eolleague, 
or perhaps his rival in &Bother part of the empire, Bees that his rival 
is getting into notoriety, so he muat speak of something else; and in that 
W&y, instead of h&ving. as I remember, some dozen or not twenty questioDB, 
we no.w lind fifty, 8ixty, or aevouty put in & nigbt, and a deb.te got up on 
many of them/' 

Kite at Mr, G1a.dstone.-In the Houae of Commons in June, 1882, 
questions being asked respecting our rel&tions with Egypt, and the Suez 
Canal, :Mr. Gladstone made some remarks which were thus commented 
upon by Sir Stalford N ortheots: .. It is something to have drawn from tha 
Prime Minjster·tbe modified e'Preesion which be baa used with regard to 
his change of opinion .. to the Snez Canal. I have no doubt that the 
1Words he used on former occasions can be more or less expla.ined to mean 
that there baa b&en no eb&nge. But lUIdoubtedly, during the disenosion 
which took p1see .t the tim. of the late Government baing in office, the 
opinions of tbe Prime :Minister were generally felt to be tbat we were 
overrating altogether the importance of the Canal, and that we migbt look 
to eome othor meana of ...... to Indis. I am happy to think that that 
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A Pa.vourita Stra.in.-The Rov. T. Mozley, writiDg In his 
If Reminiscences" of & diocesan conference in Devonshire about 1868, 
ooys: .. Kars1&ke had had his sacond tum of speaking, and had touched 
the old chord, that there W88 much to ho s.id on both sides. Sir Sts1ford 
N orthcote W88 there. H. &fterw.rde coufoosed to hove beau vory much 
bor.d by the discussion. Speaking and hearing speech .. , h. said, always 
did bar. him. • . But, while not quite up to the mark, h. had be.n 
basking und.r the mild wisdom of his native county, lietouing to the 
door old str.iD, that there is much to be said on both sides. It seemed to 
take possession of his whole nature." 

Mr. Disraeli's Bight Kud.-Mr. Disrooll thus wrote to his 
Ohancellor of the Exchequer in 1875: If Yon are, and ever have been, my 
right hand, my most truaty counsellor; and I look to your 1ilIiug • higher 
post than that which you admirably disch.rg .... 

Pa.rliamentary Obstruction.-In. speech .t E.eter In September, 
1879, Sir Stafford Northcote (then loader of the House of Commons) com
mented 88 follows on this subject: .. I truat that Parliament, still more 
the COlIDtry, will assist us in setting our face against any conduct oalen ... 
!ated to bring party government iDto disrepute, or to iDterfere with the 
proper conduct of busiDeas. But do not ho led .way altogether by .... h.t 
you hear; do Dot .suppose that obstruction comes from only a few Irish 
memhors; tha difficulty is far deeper than that. There are· men who sit 
for important English constituencies who secretly, and sometimes more 
than secretly, favour obstruction which bears the Dame of certain Irish 
members. . . Remember what are the difficulties if you were to 
deal with the obstruction by altering regulations and making n ..... rules. 
Yon do on8 of two things which you do not wish to do j you either 
give a great triumph to Irish members, and that is .... t1y what you do 
not want to do, or in some future time you deprive yourselves of tha.t 
valuable protection which minorities ought to have against the encroaeb. 
menta of majorities. Do DOt let U8, in order to get rid of a temporary 
ovil, sacrifice an important permanent interest. What W8 want is a 
resolute determiDation on the pert of the groat bulk of tho House that 
they will stand no more obstruction. If thore is that feollng absent on the 
part of any considerable number of the members of the House, then we 
want the feeling to be manifested by the constituencies of tho country, by 
thair demanding th.t their representative sbsll take a firm stand against 
that which mayothermae b. tho ruiD of Parliamentary government. But I 
do not think there is any danger of tho Houae of Commons or of Parliament 
losing ite ch.racter. I myself believe that these are but temporary 
difficulti •• , which will pass away 88 other temporary difficulties have 
poossd away."-The Marquio of HartiDgton sbortly after this com. 
plaiDed that Sir Stafford N orthcote had tre.Jed the matter .. on. of 
trivial importance. "Parliamentary obstruction," he observed, U will 
b. dealt with and put down by • Goveroment which proeents to 
Parli&ment woll-coIl8idered measurea in which it takes an interest 
itself, and In which the country tak ... an interest, and when at the 
aamB time it mallifeata determination to set aside any business, hQW8ve1' 
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important, however much desired by Parliament and by the eountry, 
for the fust and paramount objeet of ......-iDg its own independenoe and 
authority." 

The Chea~ Oyst"" Quea1iion.--speaking at the F.ee Trad. 
Ha1l, Manchester. in June, 1881, Sir Stalford Northcote go.... tho 
following illustration of ODe way in "hich the time of the House of 
Commons was consumed: II Every member in the Honse of Commons 
now desires to distinguish himself' in some way or other. Be has not; 
the opportoIDty of making long speeebee, hoeause there is TPJr1 little tim. 
given for speeehee in debate, and therefore the only way in whieb a groM 
many men e&D. bring themselves into notoriety is to put questions, and, 
if th.y do not g.t eatisfeetory answ .... to move the adjournment of tho 
Houoe, and get up a d.bate. That suits extremely w.ll the teateo of 
a great many gentlemen, and they come in aud ask questions suggested 
by some .... ideut. A men goeo to hie club end asks for oysters; ho doe. 
not get them, and is told th.y are eearee. He imm.distely goeo to the 
Houee end puts a quest.ion to the Home Se ... tsry. He wants to know 
wby oysters are......... W.1l, we bave a TPJr1 eloquent Home Soeretsry 
(Sir Wi!Ii&m Hareourt), but hie colIe&gueo do Bot eneourage hie speeeboo 
,..w ho is in oBice, and hie only opportumty is wben answering questions, 
&0 that the beet way of indulging hie own very powerful fund of humour 
is in anowering quest.ione; and the probability is that wben a men gets 
up to ask why oyeters are _, the Home Seeret&ry givee him an 
answ.r carefully written out over liv. or six pages of notepaper, and 
which occupies BiJ: or seven minutes in delivery. But the man is not 
sat.isfied with that; .h. returns to the attack, bee&uee h. boo now got 
eouneeted with tha oyster quest.ion. H. immediately reoeivee Iettere from 
&II pert& of the country, and euggestione as to remediee, and &0 h. moves 
for returns, for h. wants to know how many oyeters are eonsumed. This 
is the aort of way-in many ..... at leaslr-thet a· very considerable 
portion of the public time is wasted. But this gentlemen·s colleague, 
or perhaps hie rival in another port of the .mpire, .... that hie rival 
is getting into notoriety, &0 ha must speak of something.lse; and in that 
way, iuetesd of having, &8 I rem.mber, &ome dooen or not twenty quest.ions, 
we now find fifty, sixty. or seventy put in & night, and a d.bate got np on 
many of them." 

Hits &t ..... Gladston.e.-In the Houas of Commons in June, 1882, 
questions being &8ked respeeting our relations with Egypt, end the Sues 
CauaJ. Mr. Gledston. made aom. remarks which w.re thus eommented 
upon by Sir St&f!ord N orthcote: .. It is something to have drawn from tho 
Prim. Minjeter·th. modified "'P .... ion which h. has used with regard to 
his ehange of opinion &8 to the Suez Conal. I havs no doubt that tho 
words he used on former occasions can be more or less explained to mean 
that there has b&en no change. But undoubtedly, during the discnasion 
.... hich took place at the time of the late Governm.nt baing in oBic., tho 
opinions of the Prime Minister wore generally felt to be that w. were 
ov.rrating altogether tho imporl&llee of the Canal, sud that we might look 
60 &ome othor means of ....... to India. I am happy to think that tIlA~ 
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has now been disclaimed. ,Opposition cheers, and .. No" from Mr. Glacl~ 
stone.) Of course, I understand that, .. the sens. of mankind is 00. way, 
and the sense of the right honoUl'&ble gentleman is the other, it is m&nkind 

thet is in the Wl'ODg." (Cheers and laoghter.) .Another.inrllar passage 
occurred in a epeech delivered by Lord Iddes1eigh a~ Aberdsen in 
September, 1885, shortly after the publication by Mr. Gledstone of .... 
addrsse to his constitoents. He said: .. All throogh that oddrses of Mr. 
Glaclstone, one is reminded of the &tory of the old lawyer who wrots an 
extremely difficnlt hand. WheD he gave his opinion. h. wrote in one of 
three di1ferent .tyl .. -one in & hand that both he and his clerk could 
understand and read; one that h. could read and his clerk could not read; 
and on. that neither the on. nor the other could read. There is a good deel 
in tha addr ... which I defy either Mr. Gladstone or his frieods to read, 
let alone the outside public/' 

.. Shooting oif" Colleagues.-Addrsseing a meeting at St. Andrew' .. 
Hall, Glasgow (October 4, 1882), Sir Stafford mode the following obeerve
tiODS: U Time was, a.nd still is with certa.in classes, that they have such 
implicit confidence in the Prime Minister that they reaJJy think it would 
be impertineot to. ask whet his opinions are. But .... hen they see him 
driving his chariot with the great rapidity that he has lately been doing, 
and torn corners with such velocity that h. shoots off an important 
colleegue. every now and then from a sort of ontaids oa.r-(cheers}-there 

. arisee a little queetion, whether it is right and wise to put such implicit 
faith in his authority. I remember a very excellent definition of authority 
in a very able book, written bY'a respected m.mber of the Liberel party, 
Sir Gaorg. CornewaJl Lewis, in which he eaid, • Authority is that inlIuence 
which indu ... men to accept opinions without understanding the proof! 
Well, that is a very good definition. and no dOD~ in many ..... men are 
wise in ace.pting. without too much inquiry. the authority in which they 
think they have reason to b.lieve. But we mast remember that Mr. 
Gladstone, with all hi. great abilitiee, which nobody aeknowlOdgea anel 
reoognis .. more than I do-(cheers)-with all his great power of expres
mon and of eloquence. and with all the remarkable cheraeter that he 
pees ...... has on. very fatal habit. and has bod it all throogh his life
that of putting himself in untsnabl. positions. and having to retire from 
them. You know that is very bed ... regards the individuel himself; it is 
wurs. when he puts the country into an untenable poaition-<md ther&fore, 
I eay. we who represent the Opposition are especially bound, if w. are to 
be of any good at all, to eroea·examin. and question all these matters. ill 
order to ••• that the asme thing is not taking plaoe now." 

!'ine l'hrues.-In bringing forwerd a vote of eeuaure on the 000. 

duot of th6 Government in relation to Egypt and the Sandan (Fshruary 2S, 
1885). Sir Stalford Northoote eaid: .. What did we heer about·Rescue and 
retire,' t and other phras .. which were such salve to the .onaoi ..... of the 

• In allusion to the defeotion from Hr. GI&datone'. HiDiBt:r;r, formed in iss, 
~I the Duke of ArIl"111. Mr. Bright, and Mr. Fontor • 

. t Thi.;raa Arlt mod br Sir Wilfrid Law.em. in the BOlDon oll884 
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oupportera of the Govemment who did not like the war P The fact is, "" 
have been too much the alavee of phrases in' this matter. We have a 
Minister who is .. great master of them, and makes them sometim .. for 
himself and eometim .. for other people; but a master of phras .. is very 
apt to beenme a eervant and a slave of them. This is the .... in iegaul 
to • Rescue and retire.' Geners1 GordOIl was, in the fust inetance, 
employed h,. tha Govemment OIl "or,- short notice, at a very critical 
period, to • go and report' as to the best we,. of withdrawing the garrisona 
from the Soudan. That phrase of • going to report' is a very COIlveuient 
phrase for the Government when there is an,-thing to be done, and it is & 

question whether the,- should or should not undertake it. • • I 1f&Ilt 
the Government to got out of the hebit of putting mattere olf b,. line 
phrases, and to toll us, in ouch a wa,. as 0&Il be 1IlIdoretood b,. all the 
world, what the,. reall,. m08ll to do." 

.6. Defence of the" Stop-ga.p .. MiDis1;ry.-Lord Iddesleigh, in 
• speech at Aberdeen in September, 1885, took up this erpression, which 
had been applied to the lIfinistr,- formed after the defeat of Mr. Glad. 
stone's Govermnent in the preceding JUDe. He said: ".A. more curiouS 
phonomenOll than the break up of the lato Administration I do not know 
that I bave ever witnessed. There is a oartain anslog,- between it and the 
action of Mr. Gladorono eleven yoaro ago, when in 1874 ba by & 81Iddell 
movement diasolved Parliament. N obod,. was quite 81Ire whether that 
was a measure foreed OIl him by cireumotancee, or whether it was a clever 
;little bit of tactics. I believe it was meant to be the latter; but it was one 
of those e1evor little bite thet are popolarly described 88 being • too clever 
by half,' and the result of it was that, 88 you know, the reoponoo of the 
001llltr;y to Mr. Gladstone was to shut the door quietly in his face. Now, 
with· regard to this recent cbange, what has tbat been P W 88 that & 

matter of Ilecessity, or was that sleo a clever little bit of toeti .. P There 
woro many Liberals at the time of the resignatioll of the Governmellt who 
said, • It will bring the eoUlltr;y to their oonseo; it will abow that 110 

Coueervatives will venture to take or be able to retain olli .. for a Bingle 
week or a eingle mOllth.' We had all eorts of names given to us. W .. 
were called the I stop-gap Government;' we were eaJled the I Government 
of caretakers j' and some other little expressions were used. which I 
81IppoBO wore not intended as altogether compJimentar,-. But I am not at 
all sere that the,- .... re not in deed and in truth ver,- compJim8lltar,-. If 
we &I'e & stop-gap, who has made the -gap P H we are eareta.ken, who baa 
given oceasiOll for the appointment of C8retake~ P Who but they, who 
had been returned some five or six yoaro ago with a great 'ftourish of 
trumpets, at the head of a majority IlOt far short of & hUlldred againet all 
parts of the House P Who but they who had been 81Ipported bi their 
followoro eo lcng; who but the,. who vacated the trust committed to 
them; who but they made it neoeasary that we should have that which I 
admit to be an inCOllvenient arrangement--.. Government' that could be 
cal10d & • Govemm8llt of caretakers P' I have no doubt that many of you 
have read encngh of ancient histoty to remember that when. in the Stste of 
Rome, a time of difliculty 8Ild perplexity aroee, it .... IlOt uneommoo 1iJ:at 
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the people and Senate p .... d a resolution oalling upon the Ccmsula to take 
""". that the public sulI'.r.d no iojury. Suoh a mission WlI8 f.lt to haT. 

• been given to ourselves; and, 80 far 88 it was in our power-though we were 
conscious we had not the command of a majority of the House of Commons 
-so far 88 it was in our power, we have endeavoured to discharge tha.t 
trust." 

A BecognitioD.-1n the epring of 1886, the Earl of Idd .. leigh was 
presented, a.t Willis's Rooms. with & service of pl&te, subscribed for as a. 
token of .steem by m.mbers of both the great political parties. Although 
:individualsubecriptiona were limited in amount, over £12.000 wea raised. 
The pIste was edomed with embl.matic and other figures, among the latter 
being medallion portraits of Lord Iddesleigh himaelf, && well ae Lorda 
Palmerston, nerby. Beaconsfield, Salisbury, and Mr. Glsdstone--allieadere 
with whom Lord Iddes1.igh had worked at dil!.rent tim... Lord 
Chanceller Hersobsll, in the· eoorae of the proceadinge, ref.rred to tha 
fact that he had been, and wae then, a m.mber of the oppceite .ide; but he 
expreesed the regard and .. teem of all parties fer on. woo had been an 
ornament of tha House of Commons fer thirty years. 

party and Patriotiem.--8ir S. Northcoto, in & epeeoh to some of 
his eonstiteents in October, 1880, said, .. He suppceed there W&& a general 
f.eling that the two leading parti .. in the State were always 80 violently 
<>ppceed to one anoth.r, that their whole hearts and .ouls w.re devoted to 
the work of trying to counteract eech other, to get th.ir opponents out of 
<>iii .. , and to take th.ir pIsces. That wee not a trn1y Englieh sentiment. 
Beyond doubt, persons worthy the name of Engliehmen, who belonged t<> . 
any partioular party, would show in the tim. of .. n1Iict the &&me spirit 
that animated the Britieh soldi.r, who would n ... er show that h. wea 
beaten, but who, if he had the woret of a confliot, d.tsrmined to 'work 
back, again and again. until he got the best of those to whom he was 
oppos.d. So any party, aild certainly ths party to whieh h. b.longed, 
would, when out of office, determine to convert their minority into a 
majority-'ll .... r to lose heart, but to work with ths .d.termination of 
winning th.ir way hack to the confidence of the country. But th.re was 
something else upon whish h. hoped th.y were all still mere determined, 
h. hopsd th.y all took to th.m .. l .... the lesson in the ",ell.known oaee of 
tho Judgment of Solomon, where the true mother pref.rred that the ehild 
should be taken from her. rather than that any harm should happen to it 
for the oaks of iojuring her rival. What th.y. dasired was not 80 much 
that th.y should got to the head of affairs again, as that tho true interesta 
<>f tho country should be regarded by those who had come after them. So 
far as the Conservati .... were coneemed, th.y felt it th.ir duty to make it 
theil' obj.at to promote in any way th.y eould, either by opeseh or by 
reticence, the true interests, as they conceived them to be. of the 00llD.try." 

youth and Politics.-On his installation &8 Lord Rector of 
the Uni ... rsity of Edinburgh, in Febmary.1884o, Sir Stafford Northeote 
delivered an eddreas to the students. in the course of which ho aaid, .. I 
expressod the hope tl.at our m •• ting to.day might not be marrsd by any 
11DIssmly display of party spirit; but it was far from my intention to 
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<1isoomage the healthful expression of a genuine interest in politieal aifaira, 
which, to my mind, is very much to be commended among the educated 
'youth of a nation, and tenda greatly to p ........ the true spirit of OlD" free . 
inetiinti.... Party spirit among the young men in OlD" national eeato of 
1earning may easily be abueed, and may becom. misohi.voua, ae is the caea 
with all good thinga; and unquestionably th.re is a kind of party spirit,
that which refuaee to do juatioe to oppouente, or to ... any m.rito .. copt 
on ito own sid&-which is much to be d.precated and discouraged. But I 
-eonf ... that I value so highly the training of our youth for politieal lif., 
that I would rather BOO among you a little .ug-geratian, and even a little 
temporary miedirectioo of your partisanship. than a dull indilIerence upoo 
questions of high importance, or a selfish insensibility to the interest. of 
yOUl" native eountr;y. Yon all rem.mber the beautiful and touching warda 
"f the Greek orator and stetesman-' The taking of the youth out of a 
State is like taking the spring out of the year.' Th.y w .... worda 'which 
11e applied to the I ... suatained by the State in the premature death of 
tho.. who were out oll' by war or diseae.. But th.y might with equal 
1roth and fome be applied to the I ... which it eolI'ere when the 1Iow.r of 
ite youth withdraw th.mealvee from active politieal lif., to d.votethe 
en.rgies which should be employed for their eountr;y's ben.fit to selfish 
.objects, or to allow them to become enena.ted by_ indolence or luxury." 
.And, comparing the universities of the middle ages with thoae of the 
present day. he went on to remark: "With ua the object of the Univereity 
is not merely to protect echola.rs. but to form citizens; and our 8Ono should 
be eneouraged to look on the sight of the grea~ veese1 of the Stat. 
·labOUl"ing among the turbulent waves and the whitening breakere-nut 
-with indolent indifference, nor with tame self-gratulation over the ease 
and esf.ty of their own pceition. but with noble sympathy, and with a 
gene .... loaging for the time when they, too, may t&k8 part in the toils 
JUld in the perile of the voyage." 

THE MARQUIS OF HARTINGTON. 
(1839.) 

Varied EzperieDce.-The Marqnis of Hartington •• Idest soo of the 
.. venth Duke of Devonshire, was attached to the embossy of Earl Granvill. 
to Ruasis 00 the ooronatioo of the Emperor Al.xander II. in 1857. H. 
was returned to the Houas of Commone for North L""cashire in the esme 
.,-ear. In March, 1863, he was mad.·Lord of the Admiralty, but soon 
removed to the Under.Secretaryship for War, ""d he became S.cretary 
for War in Lord RuaaeU'. Administratioo of 1866. H. filled the office 
of Post'1l&8ter-Gen.ral frmn 1868 to 1870, ""d of Chief S.cretary for 
Ireland from 1870 to 1874. His young.r brother, Lord Fred.rick 
-Cavendish, was ..........mated when filling the sam. post in 1882. When 
Mr. Gledatone retired from the leaderahip of the Opposition in 1875, the 
Marquia of Hartington was sel.cted by the _ Liberal party to t&k8 hie 
l'lace; and he ..... oonoulted by the Queen as to the formation of a Cabinet 
..., the retorn of the Liberale to power in 1880. H. then .... pted office 
nnder Mr. Gladstone as Secretary of State for India, and afterwarda 



~2 ANECDOTAL HISTORY 011' P A.l1.l:IA.MENT. 

"" transferred his services to the Secretoryship for Wa.r; but entirely leR 
Mr. Gladstone's Bide on the introduction by thet Minister of his Home Rule 
_scheme, and became the recognised leader of the uLiberal Unionist It 
"party. In thet capacity he wos invitad by Lord Salisbnry in 1886 to join 
,him in olli .. ; and it ..... understood thet Lord Salisbnry had proposed to 
.serve either under or with him. Lord Hartington, however. profened 
"to ratain an independent position. He wes called to the Upper House 
by the death of his father in De .. mber, 1891. 
, Home Kula ... d Imperial Kula.-Mr. Butt having hronght 
forwa.rd a motion in favour of Home Rule. in June, 1874, "That this 
House resolve itself into a committee of the whole House to consider the
Parliamentary relations between Great Britain and Irelaud," the Marquis 
of Hartington said, "In his judgment the Government [of Mr. Diaraeli} 
had taken a wise \ins. and the Honse would do well to oupport them m 
preferring to meet the reaolution by a direet negative, rather then by 
the adoption of the euggested' amendment [by Mr. :a. Smyth], which. 
though nminently satiafa.ctory as emanating from an 1rieh member, did 
not cover the whole ground. In honour and in honesty. the Imperial 
Parliament of Great Britain were boand to tell the 1rieh people thet, what
ever argmnente might be nsed in roforon .. to thia question 88 it applied 
to Irelaud, they could only look at it from an Imperial point of view; and 
they were convinced thet, whatever might be the elfeot of the propoeal upon 

, the intsroal daire of that country, they could never give their .... nt to tho> 
proposal of the honourable and lsarned member for Limerick. It might 
be said that thia..... a otroug declaration, but at the same time a very
.afe one on his part ... eing thet the party ,to whieh ha belonged were at 
present in a hopeless minority in thet House. and that they had therofor& 
nothing Bither to hope or to fear from the oupport of the Irish membera. 
But he could say for himeelf-and he thought be might say the same on 
behalf of those who sat round him-that no motive of personal ambitioD, 
no consideration of perty advantage, could ever induce them to purehaaa 
the oupport of honourable membe", repreeentiug 1rieh consiitusnci .. by 
any sacrifice which, in their opinion, wQuld endanger the union between 
the two countries. He kn.w it might be said thet protsetationa of thia 
kind were of little av&il. and that, when the exigency of the moment 
demanded it. th.y might be easily evaded and set aBide; and thorofore it 
was of more importance thet h. should upress his firm conviction, thet if: 
any honourable members sitt.ing on that side of the Houae were so reckless 
as to show a symptom on th.ir part of a disposition to coqu.t with this 
question, there would instantly be ouch .. dieroption and dieorganisation 
of parti... that th.y would find thet they had loot more support from. 
England and Scotland then they could .ver hope to,obtain from Irelaud;" 

'Th. motion of Mr. Butt was ,..,j •• tad by 458 to 61. 
Tha Charge of Saces.ion.-Th. following remarks were mad .. 

by Lord Hartington at Chesterfield. at a m&eting in oupport of Unionist 
:oandidetes, during the .I ... tions of July. 1886. Repelling the aooo· 
.sation cast upon him, and other prominent politiaiana on the sam.e Bide,.. 
!A being ...... dora ... he asked, .. Wbet~ve we eeoeded from P Ha ... 
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. we seceded from the traditional polioy of the Liberal party P H the,. 
went to prove that, they moo go back eighty.six years. The onl;rargn
mont by which they can show that we are seoeders from any policy which 
was ever held by the Whig or the Liber&l party, is 'to go back to the tim .. 
of the Union. Sinoe that time every Liberal and every Whig bas accepted 
the Union 88 completely without reservation 88 any Conservative in this. 
country. The name I seceder' is not quite so ugly a. word as 'deserter,' but. 
the mcaninge are not very cIilferent. Suppose that, instead of carryiug 
on a controversy by politic&l methods, we were engaged in actu&l defen .... 
of our country with arms in our hands; suppose we were members of a. 
great army who were defending the country against invasion; suppose
that the general of that army were suddenly to be eonvinced that resistance 
was hopel .... or that it would be a better poliey not to coutione resistanoe 
at all; suppusing he himself, followed by the great bulk of bia army. 
were to vaea.te and abandon the position he was holding j and suppose, 
again, that a small s..,tion of bia army were to refuse to abandun that 
position, and were to esy they would hold on to it to the lest, and 
until they had received the eommand of the eommander·in-chief himeelf 
that the position was to be abandoned-who in such & case would be t·he 
d ... rt..., and who would be the true and fsitbful eoldiers P I maintain 
that we, the Liber&l party, form one of the greatest oorps of the army 
whose duty it is to uphold the greatness of this empire. Up to th .. 
present time we, in common with other political pa.rties in this country. 
have occupied 8. position of resistance to the Irish demands for separation. 
Our general, the Prime Minister, has, unfortunately in my opinion, given 
the order for a partial retreat and evacuation from the position we have
been holding. What we say is this-that the order has not yet been 
issued by the commander-in·chief. The commander·in~chief in this battle. 
is the British people as represented in the British P.:rliament; and until 
the British people, thro~gh their representatives in Parliament assembled., 
order us to quit the position which we have been holding, not only will we
maintain that position, but we will also maintain that it is we who are
upholdtng the traditional poliey of our party, and that it is our opponente. 
and not we, who deserve, if anybody deserves it, the name of seceders 
from our party/' . 

lTnion a.nd Heart lTnioD.-At a Liberal Unionist meeting at. 
Truro, October 31,1887, Lord Hartington thustouohed on this subject: "1 
do not think that anyone wUl ever accuse me of having disp&raged the 
great geniue or the infInence of Mr. Gladstone; but I prof ... to be or. 
;E'roteatant in politics as well 88 in religion. I claim for myself and for 
my friends the right of private judgment and of individual opinion; and 
.. -& politic&l Protestant I protest, and shall eoutinue to protest, agsinst 
the ..... ptan .. by any members of the Liberal party of opinions which dJ> 
Dot commend themselves to their own judgment, upon the authority of any 
man, however eminent. I do not wonder at the vast influence exercised. 
by Mr. Gladstone; but when I see the opinions of vast m88Ses of men 
blown about like feathers in the gale, or swayed like the -weathercock on 
tha etseple-not by the force of argument or conviction, nor by any gradual 
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process of reasoning, but"by the simple order or injunction of one m&D-

1ihen I protest against whot I hold to be, 1m injurious one'mlm inlIuence. 
• ; I know it is .. id thot a • union of he&rle·. is to be substituted for a 
oham paper or parchment union. I do Dot deny thet seDtiment and 
imagination are both required in a great stateSmlm. But th.re are 
other qn&lities which go to the making of a great statesmim_n&lities 
whioh, I am afrsid. hov. been more .x.mplifi.d in Count Cavour and in 
Princ. Bismarck than in Mr. Gladston.. You WIlDt Dot only sentiment 
and imagination, but you want d.termination and courage; and those 
statesmen with whom he is now compared had the courage to suff'er-o-s.ye, 
.and to iniIict upon their countrymen great .vils. in order to secure great 
... bjecte. Count Cavour did not h.sitate to spill Ita1isn blood in the cause 
of Ilalilm unity; and und.r Prince Bismarck. GermImS hove fought against 
GermImS in the coneclidation of the GermlUl Empira. Thousands of men 
hove lost th.ir lives in the work which will constitute the title of Cavour 
,and Bismarck to a place in history; and. if you had gon. to .ith.r of 
thos. statesmen and had told them to look to a • union of hea1"tBo'and to 
disregard paper unions or political coun.ction, I think thot either of them 
'Would hov. paid but Bcant r.gard to any argom.nts you might ho .... 
addressed to them on that point." , 

Defence of Libesl 'D'nionists.-Lord Hartington, .t a public 
meeting in Ipewioh, March 7. 1888, thus def.nded the politicsl party with 
which he was then acting: .. Our belief is. rightly or wrongly, that that 
lrieh policy which was embreced by the majority of the Liberal party in 
1886 was a policy subvereive of our existing Constitution. We believe 
that the existing Constitution of Great Britain affords the surest m81m8 
<If cbtaining reform, of securing prngreas. and of promoting popular and 
public liberty. Well, if we believe that, are w. not warranted in rceisting. 
to the utmoat 01. our power, a measure which we believe contains within 
itself the aeeds of disruption and decay of that Oonstitution of which we 
'are so proud P We believed in 1886 that the piau which was proposed, 
for the creation within the United Kingdom of a soparate Parliament Imd 
'. separats Government for a portion of the United Kingdom, was a blow 
which struck at the supremacy of the Imperi&l Parliament. We beli.ved 
thet the supremacy of our Imperi&l Parliament is the foundation, the 
mainspring of our system of government; and .... beli.v.d that there are 
no devices, DO oontrivances however oUDning or subtle, which could main. 
tain for tha Imperial Parliament that supremacy which .... believe to be 
,eo_tial to its usefnln .... if it w.re proposed at the 88m. tim. to out olf 
from the administration and control of the Imperial Parliam.nt a portion 
,of the U nitsd Kingdom. and to d.prive it of powers which necessarily would 
be henCeforth entrusted to anotherl a separate and an inferior 888embly. 
W. hold that tha propoaal. contained in the measure .ubmitted to Parlia. 
'mont in 1886 were in many respects incompl.ts, impracticable, and 
'Vicious i and we oontended-at least the greater part of us eontended_ 
that the ...... re not mere defects of d.tail which could be avoided by tho 

• lb. Oladatone'. axpreaaion. 
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introduction of another scheme. Our contention was that they wer& 

defeetB inherent in the principle of the m ....... which created within the 
United Kingdom a eepente and an a1moet independent P.rliament, and &

eeperate and a1moet independent Go ............ t. I think that onr conten
tion baa been to • great extent borne out by the experiences of tho Iaet 
two years.." 

Suddel1 COl1versiol1.-At a meeting at Carlisle, March 21. 1888,. 
Lord Hartington said: "Speaking in the DAme of my brother Liberal 
Unionists. we do not believe in the principle of passive obedience; 
and if in former times Liberals, or the predoeeooors of Liberals, haVI> 
refused to pey passive obedience to any temporal Sovereign or any 
spiritual PontiJf. we are not, in theee later days, going to offer peeeive 
obedience to any political leader. however great his services may have 
been, or however much we may respect and venerate his ch&racter. The 
manner m which the majority of the Liberal party was converted to 
these new doctrines reminds me of those miraculous eonvemoDB of the 
hosthen of which we read in the history of the Middle Ages. when BOme
tim .. in one day thousands of pBgIIllB wore convorted by the miraenIona
eloquence of some missionary preacher; or perhaps they remind ODe no 
less of the con'f'e1"8ions 1then whole na.tiODB embraced the faith of Mahomet 
at the point of th.....ord. I think w. have a right to doubt, to aoml> 
degros. the geunineness and the depth of a oonversion ao sodden sod ... 
complete. We have 110 right to doubt the sincerity of the eonvorte who 
hUy believed, or •• t all events, thought they hUy bolioved, in the new 
doctrines; but we, to whom faith is not quite 80 easy-we who want to b& 
eonvinced before we are converted-have A right.to refuse to take the faet 
of their sudden and complete conversion 88 a reasou why we should modify 
our own unoonviDced opinions.J

) 

B.ebelliol1 against :p .... liam8l1t.-Th. following .... marks wore 
mad. at. gathering of Liberal Unioniste sod others .tInvero .... October 3, 
1888: .. I want to know what is the foundation upon which the. inlIoence
and power of tho Paroellite party rests? Tho first thing which brought· 
the Paroellite psrty into a position of prominence &ad power was ParJia.. 
mentary obstnlction. Now. Parliamentary obstruction is nothing but 
Sat .... bellion against Parliament. It is an attempt not only to lower the· 
dignity of Parliament, but to impair its nsefnln ... and bring into con
tempt· its procedure, and destroy tho confidence which momhere of Parlia
ment used to entertain in one another-in fact, to lower and discredit 
Parliament. I must 8&y I .ball never forget. sod I don't think I shall 
easily forgive. the mortal injury which baa boon in8icted on, sod the insidious 
poison which baa been inBtilled into. onr Parliamentary system by the tsctiea 
of that faction which in an evil day obtained a pl&ce in our ParJia.. 
mont on equal terms. And I shall never ..... to wond.r at tho conduct 
of that statesman who. during fifty yeare' connection with tho affairs of 
his country. baa won his greatest triumpha in the Honse of Commons, m 
condoning and apparently fotg1l!ting the injury that baa been inOieted, sod 
that baa boon attempted to be inOi.ted, upon the dignity sod power sod 
usefalness of the House of Commons." 
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Inconveniences of .. Two-sided Chambe ... -Lord HartingIcm 
spoke as follows at a meeting of Liberal Unioniete at Liverpool, December 

" 18, 1888, taking the opportunity of reply to a epeech delivered & few days 
before by Mr. Gladetone at Limebouse: .. There was the usuaI attack 11pOIl 
tho Liberal Unioniete, and I sC&reely know whather it is worth while to 
zeter to the reiteration of the eompIainte which are brought agaiDst us 
because we still insist on sitting. where we have a perfect right· to sit, on 
the front Opposition bench and on the Opposition side of the House. 1 
will not .ay anything about the generosity of an attack of this kind. Some 
<If us have occupied the ... te, and have had a right to occupy the ... to, W8 

now occupy for a much longer period than most of thoeo who sit by the sid. 
<If and aronnd,Mr. Gladstime. I myself may, perhape, remind you thet I 
was called upon, I think now mote than fourteen y .... age, to occupy the 
eeat upon that bench under very teeponsible oircnmstanceo;. and I do 
not know thet th_ is any porticuIar or epecia.I _ why I should tesign 
the ... t, to which I consider my .. 1f to have a perfeot right, be .. use it is 
not altogether convenient to Mr. Gladotone when he turns round.to.find " 
himeelf eonfronted by a study Liberal Unionist. But it is a TOry 
trifling and a very unimportant subject, upon which it is not worth whilea 
to dwell The foot is thet the arrangemente of the Honee of Commona 
are not vary convenient, and it is diJlienit for three pertieo to dispooQ 
themselvoa to their mntual satiofaction in a chamber which has only two 
'lid... Thlit fact has led before now to very curiOM combinotiono and 
arrangements in the House of Commons, and no doubt will lead to more ; 
and I really do not know whether there is anything more anomalous in the 
pteBODt arrangement' than in what took pIacc DO later than in the Iaot . 
Parliament, when the most enthusiastic '81Ipportere of the Government 
then in power (thet of Mr. Gladetone) eat below the gangway on the 
OppOBition .ide of the House, by the .ide of the CODBOrvativOB who .. _ 
engaged in the most strenuous opposition." . :,.'" 

The "Privilege of Spaach."-Speaking in the adjourned debate 
on the CIoonre reaolntiODB, in Mareh, 1882, the MarqDie of Hartington 
obeerna of the Government propoeaIo: .. The principle is thet the tim8 
of the H01lB8 belongs not to every individual member of the Honse, but to 
the Honoe iteelf. It is the .... rtioo of the principle that the privilege of 
apeeah is a. privilege to be exercised-which the House permits to be exer
cised-for ita own instruction and for its own informatiOll, in order to 
form ile own opinion; and that it is Dot & pereonal privilege to be used 
quite irteepOCtive of the eonvenienco and of the ofIicieney of the Hone .. 
Privilege of epeech i. not a personal "right attaching to the pooition of • 
member of Parliament. If privilege of epeech is a personal privilege, I 
pteenmeit belonge to evary member of the Honao-every member has & 

right to make nee of it in an equal degtee. But, if every member made 
even but a sporing use of this privilege, the qnestion would be bronght to 

-Lord Emington had long oooupied the position of leader of the Li'benJ. 
pa.rtt (then in Oppoaition) t.fter Kr. Gladstone'. lIOooalled U reaipation." 
(See p. 871.) 
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a ... duclio ad ob......w.m. If the right can only be exercised by • few, 
l'Jld owing to the forbearance of tbo .... t majority, on what ground can it 
be said that this is & peraona1 right at 011 P • • Liberty of opioion and 
freedom of discussion exist not only in this House, but in the oountry. 
A»y man may speak when and where and wbat he lik ... provided it be 
'Within the law; but outside this House he must find his own audience
he may say what he likes, but no one is bound to listen; but here, those 
whose duty detains them are obliged to liaten, whether they wish or no. 
The privilege that is claimed is DOt a privilege of £rea speech j it is not the 
privilege of .. ying what one wish .. to say and otbers wish to hesr; it is 
the privilege of appropriating an appreciable portion of time, precious and 
nluahle time, for which p088ibly tbe House has very much better employ
ment. The principle conta.ined in this resolution is a principle of which 
it is impossible to exaggerate the importance-the principle that the time 
<>f the House belonge to the HouSe itself, and that the privilege <If speech 
is to be used for the convenience and advantege of the House, and not for 
the personal oonvemence or advantage of any member." 

Vnrecognised Agents of Government.-The Marquis of Hart· 
ington, in addressing the University of Edinburgh on hia instellation ae 
Lord Rector in 1879, said: If Much governed 88 we are, centrally and 
1oo0lly, public administration would, in my opioion, utterly break down 
were it not fer the unrecognised forms of govfJrnment wh,ich have grown 
up &moDg us, created by no legislation, nor even inherited from our 
ancestors. In these daye civilised nations are led rather than governed. 
They ars led by their resson, by their feelinge, by their pasaions; but they 
are led by their necessitiea and their desires, by their fesra, and by their 
hopes j and the men who lead them, and thus have .. share in and render 
possible the task of government, a.re the authOI:8 and journalists, the 
members of learned professiODS, the employers and organisers of labour, 
and their innumerable subordinatee, by whom in rsgular gradations the 
anni .. of industry and of commerce are marsholled. These are amonget 
the most powerful. if not the most eonspicnous. agents of government at. 
the present tim.. And if the influence of these unrecognised rule .. is 
necessary and powerful at home for the prop.er working of our social 
arrangements, how much more necessary are they for the' maintenance of 
that complex system, without precedent in hiatory, which is called ·tha· 
British Empirs P n 

WILLIAM EDWARD FORSTER. 
(1818-1886.) 

A Candida.te for the Leadership.-Mr. William Edward Forster, 
.8oD of a. well.known minister of the Society of Friends, was head of a 
manufactoring house at Bradford, for which town he was first sent to 
Parliament in 1861, after unaoooessfu\J.y contesting Leeda two yesrs before. 
In the Ministry of Earl Ruaaell in 1865, he became Under Secretary for' 
the Oolonies; and he filled the office of Vice.President of the Oommittee· 
(Jf Council on Education in Mr. Gladstone's Administration a few years· 
lAter, introducing tha Education Act of 1870,and the Bollot Act of 1872, 
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On the temporary retirement of Mr. Gladstone from the leadership or 
Ibs Liberals in 1875, Mr. Forster was put forward &8 his successor
by many members of the party, but the choi .. eventoally tell upon the
Marquis of Hartington. Mr. Gladstone returning to power in 1880, Mr •. 
Forster W&8 appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, with a 8O&t in the 
Cabinet; but resigned the office in May, 1882, disapproving of the change 
in policy with regard to Irish &Jfaira which bed then been determined on. 
by the Ministry, especially with regnrd to what W&8 call.d .. the Ki1m&in
ham Treaty." While in the Irish Office, he narrowly 08C&ped &88&8sination 
on more than one occasion. \ 

A Painful Duty.-In moving for leave to introduce .. A Bill for 
ths Protection of Parsons and Propsrty in Ireland· (som.tim .... Iled. 
I< the Coercion Bill "), J anua.ry 24, 1881, Mr. Forster Mid: II This has:
heen to m. a most painful duty; I n.ver exp.cted thet I .hould have to 
diacharge it. If I had thought that this duty would devolve on the Irish 
Secretary, I would Dever have held the office. If I could have foreseen 
thet thia would h. the result of twenty ycsre of Parliam.ntary life. 
I should have left Parliamentary life &lone. But I n.ver W&8 more 
o1ea.r tha.n I am now that it is my duty; I never was more clear tha.t a 
man responsibl., &8 I am, for the administration of the government or 
Ireland ought no longer to have part or &hare in any Government which 
d ... not fulfil its first duty-the protection of person and property, and the 
.. curity of liberty." 

Mr. Forster and the House of I.OMS.-Mr. Forster'. remarks 
upon the House of Lords, in September, 1880, gave occaaion lor much
comment, being interpreted as a denunciation of the one Roue by a' 
Minister Bitting in the other. Th. Upp.r House had just rej •• ted th .. 
Registration of Voters (Ireland) Bill, on the ground thet it had been sent 
np from the Oommons too late to receive due consideration i and this had 
occurred after the re.ent rejection of the qompenB&tion for Disturbanee
Bill. On the Appropriation Bill nearing committee in the Commons, Mr. 
Parnell moved that it be an instruction t-o the committee to insert a 
clause reviving an importa.nt section of the Registration measure; but the
Speaker pointed out thet it was .ontrary to establish.d usuge to edd sueh 
.. !&ok.on to a mon.y bill, &8 it W&8 equally contrary for the Lords to 
amend such a measure. Mr. Fol'8terthen rose to say that the Government 
could not .... pt the proposed instrn.tion, for the reason named by th .. 
-Speaker. U On the other hand,') he continued, trthe members of the majority 
in the House of Lords must not be mrprised if such an interference as . 
this, with the end .. vour of the House of Commons to chsnge the mod. or 
elroting its members ... hould I.ad many m.n in and out of that House to 
oousidol', whether the freqnent repetition of such. ,action did not call. for 
some change in the constitution of the Upper House, or snggest that it 
might be advisable or even necessary. The only reason given for that 
action on the part of tl18 other Bonse was that there W88 not time to· 
consid.r the queBtion. If the COU1'll. adopted by tho Lord. m this .... 
we .. to he very oft .... tok.n, it would become exceedingly diffi.u1t for the 
two Houses to go on. It ••• med to him that this w .. on. of th ... "'8& 
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in which the House of Lords ought not to put forward the argument of 
personal inconvenience, in order to prevent the passing of .. Bill sent up 
from the Commoll8 at any period of the ee .. ion from being thoroughly 
ooneidered. At any rate, the country would not forget these two facts. 
The House of Commons was the hardest worked 888smbly of law, makers 
in the world. On the other hand, there probably waa no assembly of law 
makers which had 80 much power. wi~_so lit.tIe demand upon its time, as 
the House of Lords. Nor could it be forgotten that the Commons were 
the representatives of the people, whilst the power of the Lords was 
simply owing to the aeeident of birth. It woe, therefore, not too much 
to ask that when the House of Commons Bent up measures to the other 
House. their lordships would give the consideration necessa.ry for those 
measure~ without plea.ding persoIlBl inconvenience. He could not help 
thinking th.t in some respects the House of Lords had not sufficiently 
realised their responeibility, but he thought that they were more likely 
to do BO in future."· These remarks elicited much cheering from 
Ministerialists I. below the gangway," and from the Irish members.-8il' 
Stafford Northcote rOB8 immediately after, and expressed his &ma.zement 
that a responeible Minister of the Cro,", should throw out IIlIggestiona 
of the kind just heard; and on the following evening, in the House 
of Lords, Earl Granville, in reply to some observations, said he had 
thought it necessary to have some communication with his colleagUe 
(Mr. Forster) on the subject, and that gentleman had etstsd he had not 
aasorted thet he helieved a reform in the Hou .. of Lords advisable, but 
that such a reform might have to be considered under certain conditions. 
"At the same time," continued Earl Granville,' 141 must add that my 
right honourable mend aIao informs ,me that in .. ying this much he 
was only expressing his own opinion, and had DO intention. Whatev9 of 
expressing the opinion of the Government, or of committing theJ;ll to any 
course of actiou." The subject then dropped. 

Be.ign .. tion of tho Irish Secreta.ryship.-Aftsr resigning 
the office of Chief Secretory for Ireland, in May, 1882, Mr. Forster statsd 
to the House of Commons that he had received her Majesty's permission 
to put before the House hi. reaaoll8 for thet etsp, an(l. that foremost 
amongst these reasons W88 the determination of the rest of.the Govem
ment to rei.... the throe lrish membe.. (Me..... Parnell, Dillon, and 
O'Kelly) from their imprisonment under tha Protaction Act of 1881. In 
his explanation he said: "The same reasons which obliged me to vindicate 
the detention of these gentlemen, on the ground of the prevention of crime, 
make me now object to their release, because I believe that tends to the 
encouragement of .rime. Let the House do what is right, but let it not 
try to buy obedience to the law by concessions. Surrender is bad, bot & 

compromise or arrangement is worse. I think we may remember what & 

Tudor king ..aid to a great Irishman in former daye: 'If all Ireland 
Cannot govern the Earl of Kildare, then let the Earl of Kildare govern 
Ireland.' He thought it better that the Earl of Kildare should govern 
Ireland, than that there should be an arrougement between the Earl of 
Kildare and his rspresentstive in Dublin Cutle. • , If there is one 

GG 
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thing worse than secret societies. it is an open acknowledgment of the 
powerlessness of the law without the .ssistan"" of the law breakers. 
Better even secret societies, which we can put down as we have put 
them down belore-better even these hideous institutioDB of demonW.sa.. 
tion, than paying bla.ekmnil to law breakers." 

The P1-es.rvatioD· of Lib.rty.-The speech of Mr. Forater 
just qnoted was made on the evening of the 4th of May; and on 
Saturday, the 6th, his successor, Lord Frederick Cavendish, and the 
Under·Secretary, Mr. Burke, we .. asaassiDated in the Phamix Park. 
These murders indnoed the Government to bring in, on the 11th, a bill 
for the more effectual prevention of crime in Ireland i and on the 13th 
Mr. Forster. in & speech at Bradford, made the following remarks: 
.. What happened on Saturday made it' clear to everyone that nothing 
could take precedence of such measures as were necessary to prevent 
crime in Irelaud. I believe that liberty is at stake in this matter even 
more than law and order, and that it is our dnty to eupport the 
Government, and the dnty of the Government to p ... etrong meaeure&
not merely for, as some people would say, the presel'VatioD of law and 
order, forgetting liberty, but to .. cure even liberty iteelf. • • Let na 
ehow that we are determined to uphold the true principle of liberty
the preservation of indi\idnalliberty; taking oare that thers ehall be no
tyranny either by Government, or by oligarchy, or by landlords, or by 
88S8BSins, or by any secret society, or by any intimidating organisation." 

Mr. Forster and Mr. P ....... U.-In the debate on the Addreee on 
the 22nd of February, 1883, Mr. Foreter epoke on the alfaire of Ireland 
and the conroe he had taken while Chiof Secretary, and at the asme time . 
denOUDcad the condnot of the membar for Cork (Mr. Parnell), than preeent, 
in terma of .everity perhape unexampled in the Honae of Commone. In 
the conroe of his remarke he eaid: .. I charge againet the honourable 
member and his friends, that he and they allowed themselves to continue 
the loade .. of an organisation-of which he was the avowed chief-that 
not merely advocated, and oeteneibly and openly urged, the ruin of thoee 
who oppoeed them, and avowed the doctrine of boycotting, whioh was to 
make life almoet more miserable than death; bnt which eet on foot an 
agit&tion which organised or promoted. outrage, and incited to murder. 
The natural ouloome of this agitation was murder, and the hoeonrsble 
member ought to have known that this would be the natural result. • • It 
baa been often enough ehown by .tatisti .. that outragea and murders 
followed the meetings and the action of the Land League. Will the 
honourable member deny and disprove that atatement P I will repeat 
again the charge I make againat him, and probebly DO more MOns 
charge was ever made by anyone member of this House against another. 
It i. not that he himaelf directly planned or perpetrated outragea and 
murde"" but that he eithercODDived at them "-(Cheers.}-Mr. Parnell: 
"It is a lie." Hereupon there were cries of " Order» an~ ., Name," and, 
during their continuance, Mr. O'Kelly shouted out, n It's a lie," three 
times in succession, loud and BUSt&ined cries of "Chair" and "Name" 
arising at th ... inlerruptiona.-The Speaker now named the member for 
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Roscommon (Mr. O'Kelly) as disregarding the authority of the Chair; 
and the Marquis of Hartington thereupon moyod that Mr. O'Kelly be 
BUBpended from the service of the House. The motion was carried by 
80S to 20. Mr. Forster ·afterwards oontinued his remarks in a similar 
.otra.in, and, although having directlyeballengod the member for Cork to 
-reply, was'left for the time without rejoinder. 

Mr. Gladstone and Mr. l'orster.-In the debate on a proposod 
vote of censure on the Government respecting Egyptian affairs, and tb,e 
position of General. Gordon a.t Kha.rtoum, in M.a.y, 1884. the following 
:remarks by Mr. Forster elicited much cheering £rom the Opposition, "As 
to the request for information containod in the telegram [to General 
Gordon] of immediate or prospective danger at Khartoum, he believod 
that every one but the Prime Minister .... convincod of that danger. He 
was tOlerably onre that tho Prime Minister was not convincod of it; if he 
had been, he would bave acted very dilforantly. He attributed this to the 
Prime Minister's wondorfnl powora of poranasion. Tho Prime Minister 
eould persuade most people of most things, and, above aU, he could 
poranade himaslf of almost anything."-Those observations were cenonred 
,by BOme members of the Liberal party, aud the ufour hundred," or cauous, 
,of Bradford (Mr. Forster's borough) forwarded to Mr. Gladstone resolu· 
tions expreseive of sympathy and support. They recsivod a reply from 
the Prime Minister's secretary. stating. U The committee will understand 
that Mr. Gladstone thinke it his duty wholly to abstain from comment on 
tha line taken and the1angnage naod by Mr. Forster in the recent debate. 
Mr. Gladston .. however, allows himself the pleasnre of expr ... ing his £nil 
assurance that any personal attack on himaslf was never intendod by Mr. 
Forster." A. similar reference to the Premier occurred in Mr. Forster'. 
;speech in the debate on It. vote of censure in February, 1885. He said: 
.. My right honourable friend, as we all know, is the greateet master that 
.ever existed of distinctions and differences. He oonvinces himself and he 
.convinces others, but he does DOt always convince facts." 

THE DUKE OF AB.GYLL. 
(1823.) 

r.e .. ving the Bo .. t.-George Douglas Campbell, cighth Duke of 
Argyll, succeeded his father in 1847, and sits in the Honee of Lords as 
Ba.ron Sundridge and Ha.milton. He occupied several ministerial offices 
in the" Liberal " Cabinets of former ·days. among them Lord Privy Seal 
(to which he was first appointed in 1853), Postmaster· Genera!, and 
Secretary of State for India (1868). Hs was made Lord Privy Saal for 
the third time in Mr. Gladstone's Administration of 1680, but reoigned 
the following year, in consequence of his disapproval of the early Irish 
policy of his colleagues. His censures on their later measures were (it 
'Will: be seen) as strong &8 those of their most determined opponents. 

A .. Jelly·fish Administra.tion."-on the second r .. ding of the 
Land Law (Ireland) Bill in the Honse of Lords, in August, 1881, the 
Duke of Argyll, who had resigned his position (as Lord Privy Saal) in 
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:Mr. ·Gladstone's Ministry on account of the introduction of that mea.sure, 
made the following reflections on his former colleagues: "When I look 
back upon the general character of the bill. although I thillk it is .. 
ain("sre and ingenious a.ttempt to settle a difficult question, I cannot help 
smiling at the odnlation with which it has be ... greeted. It is called 
a great act of coDst.rnctiv8 statesmanship and policy-a great act of 
cOIl8tmctive policy by a Liberal. Government. placing absolutely in th& 
hands of a triumvirate [the Laud Oourt] the whole land of Ireland. 
Is this the wisdom. 8Ild stateomauohip of a Liberal Government P I 
cannot doubt for a moment that the Government has been driven to this 
bill, 88 we nt's driven to its acceptance, by circumstances of external 
pressure. The Governm6llt has' been driven to this rough and coaree 
expedient, worthy of a despotic government, and wondered at by every 
civilised nation in Europe. When I look at my noble friends below me, 
I CBIlIlot help regarding tbem as lika something I have often seen on tbe 
.... of the Western Highlnnds-& row of jeUy fish... My noble friends 
nead not be alfrontod by the oompsrisOll, for jelly fish.. are the most 
beautiful creaturee in the world. (Laughter.) They have been the study 
of the most eminent biologists, and it has been discovered that they are 
endowed with a most elaborate nervous system i but I am BOrry to say they 
have been fOUlld destitute of skeleton or backbone. (Renewod laughter.) 
There is one great psoulisrity about them-they make a most beautiful 
and convulsive movement in th~ water, and in doing so the poor creatures 
think they are swimming; but when you take the beariuga of the land, 
you find that they at .. simply floating with the currente aud tides. That 
is the position of my noble friends balow me with regard to the Land 
Bill. SncceBB can -only be obtained on one condition, and that is that you 
develop your jelly.fish qua1iti .. UIltU you get in them something like 
a skeleton!' 

The .. Cross-bench lIIIind."-The cross.bench .. in tho Honea of 
Lords are generally occupied by peers who own DO strict party allegiance, 
but are supp080d to exp ..... independent views when they address tho 
Ho.... In. debete in tho Houso of Lords On the second reading of 
the Franchise Bill. in 1884. tho Duko of Argyll (who voted for tho 
measure) made the following remarks: U Both political parties are to a 
greet extent independent of tho individual, and. in my OpiuiOll. tho 
individual is also to a vory greet extent independent of psrty. My noblo 
friend the Foreign Secretary (Earl Granville). in somo good.humoured 
banter a few week! ago, spoke. I thought. in a tone of some contempt of 
what ho called tho • eross·bench mind.·. My lords. I disagree with him. 
I am couooious very largely of partaking of tho crosa·bench mind. I have 
been summing up tho years during whioh I have hRd the hononr of being 
in high offioe sinoe I entered this Ho .... 8Ild I find thRt the totalnumbsr 
of yoars I have boon in this ~ouso is 87. and of those 37 y ..... I 
have been 18 year. a member of various Oabinete. Thorofare I have 
Bome right to know wbet are the advantage. and the disodvantagee of 
tho oro .. ·bench mind and of tho Treasury-bench mind. They saeh of 
them have their daogers and their tsmptatiOll8; but I have no hesitation 
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in sayiDg this--that it .. ould be well for this House if • great majority of 
its members had the ...... ·bench mind, .... d if every m&n .... determined . 
to ""te upon the merite of .very question _ ...... befo .. him, without 
regard to politicol ties." 

.a. MiDisteriaJ. Collapse.-on the 10th of July, 1885, the Duke of 
Argyll roee, aceording to notiee, .. to coll the attention of tho Honsa 
.of Lorcle to the eireumetaneoe attending the reeont change of Administra
tion," an adve ... vote of the Commone on the Bndget having Iecl to the 
downfall of Mr. Gladetone'. Ministry. In the eourse of his speech ho 
said: .. W 0 have seen the great politicol transforlll8tion which has taken 
place, and which is typified by the change of sid .. in beth Honses. How 
is it that the great Administrstion of Mr. Gladstone, which came into 
.. m .. with & majority ranging from 100 to 13O-t,ho most poworfol 
Administration in numbers that has ever suceeeded to power in this 
eountl'y-how is it that that Administration eame to such sudden grief; 
how has it gone upon the rook, and how has its wreck compelled tho 
1esders of a eomparatively omall minority in Psrli&ment to assume tho 
responsibilities of omoo P That is a qnestion which I think wo ha ... 
.. right to look into, and which, in my opinion, is fnll of interest and 
instroetion. I reslly believe thet ... hen any Ministry in this eonntry holds 
.. moo for four or five years, they accumulate gradnolly a .. nee of dis
ilOIltent, of folsified expectations, and of dissppointed hopes, .... hich sap 
and nndermino their popularity. Then th ... is the Irish vote, which is 
always an UDeertain element in political affairs. But none of these ca.uses 
ean aeeonnt for the great and sndden crash _ has recently taken place. 
'The canes of _ crssh I helieve to be, that there has been for & long 
-time a waning confidence in the \eaclers of the l.iberol party, doe to 
a growing persnesion that they were not united, and that the polioy which 
they pur&lled was a polioy of compromise, not oompletely fitting into the 
opinione of any on. frsetion of the Government. In srriving at. that 
..,."clusion, 1 have not been inftneoced by any of the newspaper persgrsphs 
which have be.n pnbliahed with reference to supposed splits in the 
Cabinet, olthongh in this instance the "C1ll"&Cy of those parsgrephs has 
been proyed by anbosqueot evente. During the last month, in the streete 
and even at garden perties, if one sa .... any men eoming olong with a 
~isrly olastic step and a most joviol eonutenanoo, he .... as anre to be a 
member of the late happy family. (Laughter.) They olways seemed to 
.say to themselve .. ' We have got out, of the mees, and not ouly that. bat 
we have put the Tories into it.' iIJ lThe adverse Tote had been owing 
chiefly to abstentions on the pert of usual supporters of the Ministry • 
.and it was eousiderecl _. if the Gladstone Cabinet eould have gone on, 
it must at 1east have been reorganiaed.) 

United Faces ana Constitutional Principles.-In the same 
speech the duke commented npon some remarks recently made by the 
Earl of Rosebery. and said, .. Looking at my Bohle friend'. speech in 
Edinhurgh I found this singular po.ssage. in which he iusiste on the 
>lOC088ity of compromise. He sayo-' We all have to aserifi .. points very 
-deer to ua; I TOnture to say _ no one can reolise that abeelutely and. 
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compl.telr until h. has been a memb.r of a Cabinet. • • Thougli 
there must be const&nt compromise on lesser matters going on in II> 

Oabinet, yet it manages to preserve a united face! Nat a united heart or 
mind, but .. UDited fac.. .(Laughter.) • • I wee aetonished to lind him. 
ending with a solemn denunciation against breaking the unity of the
Liberal partr. The .xpressioue mr Dobl. fri.nd need were very solODlll. 
He said, 'Let DO man dar. to lar his sacril.gious hand on the sacred ark. 
of Lib.ral UDitr.' (Laughter.) I conf ... Wh.D I read this paragraph I 
did DOt quite know how to expreee mr own feeliDge. Mr state of mind 
was similar to that indicated in the exclamation of the Italian musician 
whsn for th, lim time he heard the Highland bsgpipe&-' Voila, .oiltl r 
J"a.ime cela--c'e8t awocs.' I do not know where my noble friend has 
placed the ark of Liberal UDitr-whether it is still being earned 0 .... 

or whether mr Doble fri.Dd h .. taken it book with him. to Dahnenr; bnt
I have no confidence that such • sacred ark aver exist.ed in the Cabinet. 
which my Doble friend joined, and I have something morB than coDlidsDce 
that if it did it waa touched br verr unbolr hands. . • We mar have 
UDited fac .. , but we have DOt a UDited polier. I am readr to stand nnder 
an umbrella with anrbodr,. bnt I dsclin. to follow Cabinets which eannot
make up their minds on the most fundsmsntal questions. I sar distinctly 
that it would b. inlinitelr better to go book to the customs and habits of 
th.1aat centorr, whsn mambe .. of the sam. AdministratioD openly spoke 
and voted against ... h oth.r, and when, in truth, the respcnsibilitr of 

. Cabin.ts had Dot ret become Iirmly root.d in the constitution of th .. 
country, than to revert to the more personal references to which my noble 
friend invites us." 

.. Jlzcl1Ulivel7 Irish" QuestioDB.-The Duke of Areyll put 
8OID.8 questions on the announcement, in the House of Lords (JUD& 
10, 1886) that the Queen had been advised; to dissolve. the Parli .... 
ment. He said: U I rise to oomplain of th~:'extreme meagreness of the 
explanstiOD which has besn given to this House. Weare in the midst of 
a great political crisis. I think we are eDtitled to ask-what· is tha 
qusstion upon whioh an appeal is to be made to the constitueDcies P Th .... 
are three or four questions whioh the independent members of this House 
have a right to put to the Government. I bsliev. tbe latest definition' of 
the questioll on which an app.al is to be made to the countrr is whether 
or Dot there shall be 'an Iriah Parliament for the man~meDt of atfairs 
apeoiiicallr and exelusively Irish.' These are the words by which haa 
been last delinsd the question which has be.D put to ParliameDt and is 
DOW to be put to the couutrr. I lind DO meaDing in these words by 
th.mselvao-things • spscilloallr and "",clusivelr lrioh.~ f want to know 
from the Gov.rnm.Dt what th.y m.an br th... words. Is it exclu. 
sively an lriah qusstion that everr lriahman aha\l be able to go to his bed 
without the fear of being dragged out of it and murdered before his 
familr P Is it an e.oIusivelr Irish question that commercial oompani ... 

• Lord Botebery h&d. laid that he would Itcmd Ie undGl" the IllUDe umbnlJa'" 
with 111>. Glad,tone. 
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shall be free to trade with the world &lld withthe,suhject. of the Queen, 
and to perform their commercial duties to the community, withQut violent 
interruption P .Are these ma.tters of which we are to wash our bo.nds by 
b&llding them over· to an Irieh Parli&IDent P We have the right to 
understand what the Govemment mean by exclusively Irish affairs when 
they dissolve Parliament upon this enigmatical question." 

Combina.tiolls.-The Duke of Argyll made the following remarks on 
the second reading of the Criminal Law Amendment (IreIRlld) Bill in 
1887, .. My right honoUrable friend who leode the Oppoeition in the other 
House (Mr. Gladstone) has been busy lately in confounding the CBse of 
trade unions with combina.tions in Irela.nd for agrarian purposes. Now, 
C&ll there be a more tr&lleparcnt f&llacy than this P The right 'honourahle 
gentleman said, I To give to the Irish tenants and cottar popula.tion the 
8&lDe protection in respect of their land strikes that you giVe to the 
Engliah artisan in respect to his lebour strikes.' CerteinIy the trade 
unionist has a right to combine in defence of the price of his own 
property. There is not a man in the otber House or !i' demagogue on auy 
platform wbo would ... ert more clearly than I do the right of workmen 
to combine in defence of the price of their property. Their labour is 
their property, the moat eaerad of all property, and they have a perfect 
right to combine in defence of it. There may be economic diflieultiee, 
but there is nothing dishonest, nothing illegal. nothing unjust in combi
nations of that character. Compare with that the caae of the Irieb 
tenant.. ' The .... nee of the esee of the Irish tenant is that he holde the 
property of another; aDd Mr. Gladstone's position ill that the tenant is to 
have the a&me liberty of dealing with the land as the English labourer 
with his 0Wll property. No Minister has ever laid down such a. doctrine 
as this before. The two cases are absolutely different." 

]Le..makjng' ConstitutioDs.-The U Boun4 arable" COD
fe .... llce."-In the a&me speech (July 14,1887) the duke remarked, with 
reference to some recent political proceedings: U There has been a complete 
forgetfulness of everything. a. ~omplet;e repudiation of those things which 
go down deep to the very foundation of society. We have- seen during 
the last eighteeu months four or fint gentlemen Bitting round a green 
table at Westminster, and drawing up a new edition of the British 
Constitntion. No such thiDg has ever been adopted before, go back as 
:far in our history as you please. The~ have been no span-new inventioDs, 
no brand-new coutitutions, given to the foundation of society; and it 
was, therefore, unprecedented, unjustifiable. immensurable presumption. 
The greatest of Mr. Gladstone's constructions was the famous Budget of 
1853. I do not deny that the measure disestebliahiDg the Irish Church 
showed immense constructive power i but in that case he had to deal with 
.. Christian Chnroh, and all he had to do was to divide the spoil In tW. 
csae he haa attempted to recODStitnte a whole Constitution, to make a 
br&lld new system of government for tha three kingdome .. Not even he 
was adequate to these thiDge. I shall voto for thia Bill, because I wish to 

• For the II Bound Table Conference:' seo p. 462. 
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••• ure for .v.'Y individus! of the Irish p.opl. th8 liberties which bav. 
com. down to th.m und.r tba Imp.ris! ayetem." 

EDWARD HENRY, EARL OF DERBY. 
(1826.) 

OiIlcio.l Ezpe:rience.-Edward H.nty SlaDIey, fifteenth Earl of 
D.rby, is .on of the fourtesnth Earl, who was three times Prime 
Minister. He .ucc.eded to the titl. on the desth of his fath.r in 1869. 
As Lord Stnnl.)', h. sat in the Hous. of Oommons for King'. Lynn from 
1849 until h. eolered the Houes of Lords. In the first MiniBlty of hie 
fath.r (in 1852) h. WBS Under Se.retary for Foreign Aff,irs; and in the 
BOcond, h. filled the offices of Secreta'Y for the Oolonies, Preaid.nt of the 
Board of Oontrol, and Secretary of Stale for India. In hie father'. 
latest Administration he wae Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affaire ... 
he oleo wae under Mr. Disraeli from 1874. to 1878, when he I.ft that 
Goveminsnt on account of dilference of opinion· OD certain matters of 
Eaetern policy.. After oceupying for a time an indepeodent position in 
the House of Lorde, he transferred hie aII.giance to the Libers! party, 
and in 1~82 wae appointed Secretary for tba Ooloni .. in Mr Gladston.'. 
Governm.nt. H. c .... d to he a supporter of Mr. Gladstone on the 
development of that M'mioter'. Irish policy. 

An Estimate of his Earlier r.ife.-" Gooel SeDse."-1n Mr. 
R. H. Hutton', .. Stndi .. in Parliam.nt," publiah.d in 1866, th. place 
then h.1d by Lord StenI.y in the Hon.... of Oommons and .amongst 
politicians was thus criticaJly estimated. uNo man comma.nds more of 
that reapact which is yielded to .hrewd judgment and careful informa. 
tion. The otrongeat .tatesmen liaten to him for inatrocHon, and even hi. 
party-by whom he is, OIl the whole, eincerely dialik.d, and with· good 
.... on (for Lord Stenley's cold understanding is rather .. pelled than 
attraeted by the exigenci.. of party)-liaten to him with ths sort of 
irritated ... bmiBsion with which prejudice liateus to the authoritative 
OODdemnation of worldly good _se. Yet Lord StanI.y can n.ver be a 
popular state.man; and il he .hould come to the top at all-lor which 
his abiliti .. c1 .... ly quslily him-it must ba in some .ra like the preaeot, 
m which no warm politics1 f.eling animstes 6I1y party or any ... tion of 
the counlty, and in which England is quite willing to be ruled by 
repallent good sense. There is a good BO .... which is .... ntially genial, 
88 woe Lord Pslmers!on's, and a good ...... which is easentially 
d.preciating, like Lord StenI.y's. H. is, like Iago, 'nothing il not 
critics!,' and his criticisms slmost a1"sya bring down yonr .. timate of 
something of which you previously thought better. Hi. last great speech 
to hie .o ... titnents was a frigid bid for po"er in the BO"" of linbmittinlf 
a programDle in which OODservativeIiJ who do not care much for 
Cunaorvatiam, and Radicals who do not care much. for Radicalism. 
might join. And h. baa intimated pretty dielin.tly that no OOllBOrvstives 
of se ... s can care Tory much for OOllBOrvatism, and. t1!a& no Radicals of 

• See po 889, 
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sense can .are very much for Radiealism. Lord Sta.nIey thinks the time 
ripe for & great neutral party that is not a party, that .area at least for 
no party principles. The rale of Lord Sta.nIey would be the rule of the 
&troitg commonplace essence of the Dation. Coll8ervatism and RadicaJ.ism 
might, in & certain sense, really unite under Lord Stanley; for Conser
vatism would be gratified by the cold aboulder which be uniformly turne 
to imaginative or enthusiastio Liberalism; and Radicalism would be 
gratified by the cold shoulder whicb he uniformly turns to sentimental or 
tra'ditional ConservAtism." 

The ,~ Wheels" ana the .. Drag. "-The C&llcus.-Lord 
Derby, however. must. be allowed to explain his OWll views of his stand
point, wbich will. be found in the following passage. On tho eve of 
joining Mr. Gladstone's l:liDistry in December, 1882, he was entertained 
by the Ma.nchester Reform. Club, and, in the course of a. speech 
acknowledging his welcome, remarked: Ie There is room in our English 
community for both the great political COIlIlBCtiODS into which it is 
divided. There have been, and there may be again, times when the 
dominant feeling is really Conservative, and in such times it is better for 
everybody that Liberals should be in opposition. But just now, and I 
think for some years to come, there is business on hand which a Conser
vative Minister, still more a high Tory :Minister, could not undertake, 
and which, if he did undertake, his followers would not allow him to 
perform. We require the drag 88 well as the wheels, but just DOW, at 
least, we do DOt want & drag powerful enough to stop the coach altogether. 
The troth is, that it does DOt depend upon one politician or another 
whether events shall move in a certain direction; that is settled for us by 
causes which are very little under individual control. What we can 
determine is whether the strea.m, which DO power known to Us can 
arreat, shall :Bow on equably and steadily in cha.nnels arranged for it, or 
whethE'r it shall be dammed up by temporary obstacles, which at one 
moment shall cause it to stagnate, and at another to brea.k through in a , 
dangerous and destructive torrent." 

,. Sections" :in the HouBe of CommoD, •• -In the speech _just 
quoted, Lord Derby defended the II caucus" organisations, and said: 
"Forty yea.r8' ago, Sir Robert Peel said to his friends, as the practical 
sum of his political advice to them," Register, register, register.' If he 
had lived till now, the words would ha.ve been, 'Organise, .organise, 
organise.' An organised party against' one that is not organised is a 
disciplined force against a moo., Let me l'6peat here what I said at .. 
meeting in London the other day. The Liberal party has only one want, 
which is union j and only one danger to fear, which is division. Separate 
we most be beaten; united we eann.ot fail to win. We shall not have 
BIDOOth or easy times. With the enlarged constituencies of the futnre, 
new qUoestions will turn up and new difficulties. possibly arise j but the 
gravest of all diflienlties, a1Iecting not merely one or other P&rty, but the: 
efficiency of Parliament itself, wou14 be the splitting up of the majority, 
of the House of Commons into little groups or sections t.oo weak to act 
aingly and too jealous to act together. From that dangel'-&lld it is one 
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which in these days threat"ns all Parliamentary .... mbli.s-your judg. 
ment, your goo~ sense. and your patriotism must SAve us now and in the 
future." . 

.. OpportllDities" of the House of Lords.-In responding to 
the toast, n The House of Lords," at the Guildhall banquet in November, 
1883, the Earl of D.rby said: .. Th. Lord Mayor baa been pl......a to pay a 
high compliment to the manner in which discussions are conducted in the 
House of Lords. It is not for me to express any opinion on that subject, 
but thie at least I may "y, that w. are not given to unneeeasary speech.s, 
and the dence of obstruction is unknown among us. It wonld be idle to 
deny that in an age like ours--an age of democratic tendencies and 
aspiratioD8--8Dd in the presence of & H~use of Commons which more and 
more represents the entire population, the position of an aristocratic body 
Buch 88 the House of Lords is, aDd necessarily must be, always delicate 
and sometimes difficult. But difficulties are opportunities. There is no 
credit to he earned wh.r. th.re is no poesibility of going wrong; and if 
there is, as I hope and believe, among the members of the House of 
Lords that prud.nce, that judgm.nt, that stat .. manlik. temp.r, that 
knowl.dge of what is neceasary and possible, without which no legislative 
body, howeve'r" ancient and august, can long continue to hold ita own-if, 
I say, we possess these virtues, we shall probably in the next few yeal'S have 
abundant opportunities of exercising th.m. (Ch.ers and laughter.) And 
it is my hope and belief that we shall make our way through the .mbar
raeaments and perpl.xities of the present day, as we have done through 
those of many preceding generations!' . 

The :Liberal 1'&rtJ' and Socialistic Ideas.-At a Lib.ral 
demonstration in Blackburn in Octoher,l88S, Lord D.rby mada a lengthy 
speech, in the "ourse of which he uttered some characteristic remarks on 
several prominent topics. He said, for instance: II The Liberal party can 
only win by cordial union among all its sections. --Moderato m.n, Wbiga 
.:o...it is a historic name, and not a name to be ashamed of-must not let 
thems.lv .. ha soared by a f ... utterances whioh may n~i· be altogether 
prud.nt or jut toward th.m; and our enthusiastio friends with s .. i&list 
leaninga must recollect that they are not the whole world; that th.y are 
not, in all prohability, a majority of their own party; and that if they go 
for all or nothing, they may quite possibly get nothing for their pains.» 
Again: .. As to the plan, whioh haa bean so much talked of lately, of 
enabling looal authoriti •• to buy land by oompulaion in ord .. to sell ih 
again to laboursra in small holdinga, I am not absolutely hostile, but I am 
.. epticaL It baa n.vor been thorougbly sumined or discnsaed; it baa 
never J>vsn bsen d.bated in Parliament. W s haYO not heard ths 
objections that oould be taken to it. nor the &1l8wel'8 to those objections; 
and till we have I should be sorry eithsr to condema it or to sanction it 
in an unqualitisd manner. But what .strik .. me most strongly in 
C!OnIlection with it is that it proposes to throw on the ratepaysrs what 
may probably be a very h .. vy burden, for the benefit of one clasa. U 
mot be & losing operation; -for, of course, I assume that the price paid is 
to be • fair one; and I oan hardly ... tho farm .. , the shopkseper. the 
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clerk, and the artisan submitting to a large increase in their rales for the 
sake of supporting a Dew class of cultivators who a.re to be creat.ed at 
their expense. I think they would he apt to ask, 'If ODe set of men are 
to be helped out of the rates to set up in business, why not another P ,. 
Why is the man who wants to stock a shop not as well entitled to public 
assistance as he who wants to set up a farm P Either a thing will payor 
it will Dot pay. If it will, why should Dot private enterprise carry it 
through P If it will DOt, the qUoatiOD will, I think, be asked whether the 
geDeral public ought to be taxed to do it. At the B&lDe time I am Dot 
earing that the experiment should not be tried. There is DOthing lik .. 
practice to test theory." 

!'ive Parliamellt&.-In taking the chair at a gethering of Liberal 
Unionists at Liverpoo~ Dec. 18, 1888, Lord Hartington being the chief 
guest, Lord Derby made the following remarks, .. Out urgent duty at 
present is to mo.intam the Union, to take care that organised. obstruction 
does not destroy the efficiency of Parliament, and to maintain order and 
law in parts of the country where at present neither the one nor the other 
is reepected. I do Dot liks to use S8D8&tioD&i language, but it is my 
sincere conviction that no issue equal in importance to this has been before 
the oouotry in the memory of &Dy man living. WheD Canning said that to 
repeal tbe UniOD was to restore the Heptarchy, he spoks rather in jes~ 
than in sarneet; but the talk of ..... Dty years ago has be.ome a rsality 
DOW. You heve a propoeal for Home Rule for Scotland. You m.y be 
quite sure that Wales will claim an equal conce88ion"to what it calla its. 
natioD&iity. If anybody beli ..... that in th ... two little islaDde there is 
room for four separate national Goveruments with one Imperial Govern. 
ment over them all-five Cabinets and five ParliamentB-and tha.t a.ll. 
those Cabinets and Parliaments can continue to work together, he must. 
be of an exceptionally sanguine disposition. or must possess the happy 
faculty which some politicians have of being able to shut hie eY88 very 
hard." 

sm WILLIAM VERNON HARCOURT. 
(1827.) 

,. Historicus. "--Sir William George Granville Venabl~ Vernon 
Harcourt. Secretary for the Home Department in Mr. Gladstone's second 
Administration. and Chancellor of the Exchequer in his third. is a 
de .. endaut of the well.known family of the Hareourte of Nuneham Park, 
O::dordshire. his father having been a elergym&n. and hie gran~Dt~d 
Archbishop of York. He was educated at Cambridge, and called to tho 
bar in 1854. For a time he occupied himself in journaJ.ism. and he was 
author of a remarkable series of letters on intema.tional 1&". signed. 
"Historicue," which appeared in the Timu during" "the discussion 
respecting tho claim. of Am.rica against Eng1aud conc.ming the 
... ape of the Alabama. He W8iI returned for the city of Oxford in 
December, 1868, and held the office of soncitor-GeDeral from November, 
1873, to the fall of Mr. Gladetoue's Ministry· in Februsry, 1874. Con
tinuing to rspreeent Oxford until 1880, he was then rejected by thaI; 
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borough on s •• king .. ·el.ction after taking offic .... Home Secretary. 
He was, however, soon after retumed for Derby. His occupation of 
the Home Offic. was identiJieil with the p ..... g. of the GroUlld Game 
Act, and with the introduction of the Prevention of Crime (Ireland) Bill, 
.after the ....... ination of Lord F. C.vendish and Mr Burk. in Dublin in 
1882 • 

..I. Whig.-8ir William Hareonrt..... taUlltad in the House of 
-Commons with having boasted that he was II & Whig of Whigs;" where
upon he replied: U The honourable member thought, in calling him an 
old Whig, he had passed upon him. a sentence of condemnation. ·For 
him.elf, hc liked old name., and h. had always admir.d the late Lord 
Beaconsfield, who, instead of calling himself a Constitutionalist. or a 
-(Jouservative, or what not, stuck by the old name of Tory. He thought 
the old nam .. of Whigs and Tori .. just as good name ... any tbat bad 
'been invented since, and, therefore, he was not at all unwilling to be 
de.crib.d by one of the two names which tbe gr.at political parties bed 
borne for the last two centuries." 

The KOllse of Commons "",4 the Government.-At a banquet 
. in the Victoria Hall, Leede, in April, 1884, Sir Willi.m Harcourt (Home 

Secretary) w.. called upon to reply to the' toast, .. Her Majesty's 
Ministers," and in the course of his remarks said: U I have to warn 
you of • great and growing evil again.t which yon mnst be upon your 
guard. To-dey there ia no dange'r of the tyranny of kings, th.re is no 
p.ril from the privileges of the ariatocreey, but there is. greater power 
growing up which is not incapable of ahnse. We profess to be tbe friende, 
we 81'8 the a~vocatea, of popula.r power, but we are Dot its parasites or ita 
sycophants, and w. dare to taU it of its faulte. One of the besetting sino 
and the greateet clang.r of -democracy is the attack which it is diopossc1 
to make upon 10cal.eIf-governm.nt, and the att.mpt to centralise power 
in • form in which it may be moot injurious;"'l speak of this matter with 
'Some practical knowledge. Every day demands are made upon the Home 
(lffice to interfera in m.tters with which 'jt has nothing ter do, and to 
assum. an authority which it does not and ought Dot to po...... E.,..,.,. 
day I 8Jll asked qnestioDIi about the conduct of people over whom I have 
DO authority. Every day I am expected to 880me Dew power. and this ia 
Dot .t all complimentary to me or my offic.. It is not bee •••• tbe people 
who desire .• this have a partieuIarly good idea of this Home Secretary or 
that Home Secretary, but because they know th.t Ih. Honse of Commons 
.hi the master of the Executive Government, and they wish that power to 
'be in the Executive Gov.rnm.nt in order that they may control it. That 
is a principle which, if you .Uow it to be carried out to ito fulI.st erlent, 
is f.ta1 to the principle of localaelf-government. The Hens. of Commons 
has • tendeney, and • most dangerous tendency, to uonrp the functions 
.of tile Executive Govemment; and having usurped those functions, it 
1l&turally desires to throw upon the Executive Government more imd. 
more work. There is another very insidious form of this evil, and that is in 
the demand for sub.idi .. from Imperial taxation. What do .th ... subsidies 
mean P U you ara to beva subsidi.s from the Imperial Government you 
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must have central control and central interference; and this is one of the
most insidious and. mischievous forms in which local se]fMgovernment can 
possibly he attacked. This at least I may .. y on behalf of her Majesty's 
J4"misters, tha.t their policy is not in this direction." 

II :ParneUite Juice!'-In a speech at Lowestoft in December, 1885,. 
Sir William Harcourt declaimed against the supposed action of the To..,. 
party in forming "an intimate alliance with men who openly avowed 
their object W8B the dismemberment of Ireland from England." He 
continued: uWas it possible the country was going to tolerate such 8. 

transaction P Liberals must not be in a hurry to turn the Tories out. 
He would let them for a few months stew in their own Pamellite juice,. 
and when they stank in the nostrils of the eount..,., 118 they would .tink, 
then the count..,. would fling them, discre~ited and disgraced, to th .. 
constituencies, and the nation would pronounce its final judgment upon 
them. They would hear no more of Tory reactions for many generations.'" 
In the following spring Sir William held high office in a Government 
brought in by Paroellite vote., and which preaently astonished the count..,. 
by its "Home Rule" proposals. 

The Missing Sta.rs.-In his speech in support of the .econll· 
reading of Mr. Paroell's" Irish Tenants' Relief Bill," Sept. 21, 1886, 
Sir William Harcourt thus referred to the recent divisions amoDg leading" 
members of the Liberal pa.rty: ., I am not sut'prised that the party opposite, 
which is par euelleMe the landlords' party, should edopta landlords' policy. 
I do not eomplain of the Tory party taking up that line. But there is an 
interesting section composed of dissenting Liberals-'!'hat are they going 
to do P My noble friend the member for Rossendale (Lord Hartington) 
has left us in no doubt as to what he is going to do. He mede to.night 
88 stout a. landlord speech as I ever heard in my life. I do not complain 
of him for this. It is quite natural. I remember the sto..,. of & 

oonversationin which the headof the Holy Roman Empire was discnssing 
matters with & Liberal politician, and in the course of it he observed, 
'As for me I am a Royalist; it is my profession! My Doble friend 
is a landlord; that is his profession. (If Hear/' and murmurs.) But my 
noble friend, though & most important member, is not the only member 
of: the dissenting Liberal section. Where Uf my lea.rned friend the 
constitutional edviser of the dis.enting Liberals (Sir H. James) P Where 
is the voice of Birmingham P We have heard one voice from the 
Treasury bench, but at Birmingham ~ .they are" seven.'" Where are the 
aix P It ~minds me of the constellation of seven stars. the Plei&des, in 
which there is occasionlilly & star missing. In the Birmingham constel .. 
lation there are several bright particular stars missing to~night. Where 
is the senior member for Birmingham. (Mt' Bright), the great champion 
in former days of impoTevished tenants P Has the right honourable 
gentleman come to the conclusion that force is the only remedy P There 
is another member for Birmiugham absent to-night, my right honourabl~ 
friend (Mr. Chamberlain) who 8 few months sgo proposed, as the ouly 
necessary remedy for the maiuteuanc8 of social order in Ireland. the 
81ISp8nsion of evictions. Where is he, and what has bscome of that eminent 
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body the Radical Union P There is yet another member-the hero of 
"three acres a.nd 8. cow' (Mr Jesse Collings). the friend of the poor 
tenant all over the world; and 'when I ask where is be, I am reminded 
()f a celebrated apostrophe of Lord Chatham, • Gentle shepherd, tell me 
where.' Birmingham, that used to lead the Liberal and Radical opinion 
-of Englend upon this great and criticaJ. question, speaks now with one 
voice. and the voice of Birmingham. is the voice of a Tory lfinister (the 
Home Secretary, Mr Matthews)." The second reading of the bill was 
refused by 297 to 202. 

CaJ1ed to Order.-In discussing an amendment to the Addr .... on 
the subject ·of riots at Belfast (Sept. 2, 1886), Sir W. Harcourt was 
called to order by the Speaker, under the following circumetan.... He 
had eaked, .. What was the cheracter of the Orangemen of 1798 P He 
would read extracts from a history of Irela.nd to show." He was pro
<leeding to read the extracts, when a member asked whether the history of 
Orangemen had anything to do with the amendment before the House.
The Speaker: I am bound to 8&y I do not think a general di.cussion 
upon the antecedente of the Orange party hen much connection with the 
.amendment . ...;....8ir W. Harcourt: Of course, Sir, I shall strictly 'obey 
your ruling; but this I will ask you. My charge is that the people of 
Belfast were invited by the noble lord (R. Churchill) to imitste their 
forefathers in 1798. I will ask whether I am not at liberty to point out 
to the House what was the meaning of that invitation, how it was under
stood, and whet was the e!feet on the riots .. (After a pause.) As I 
understand, you agree thet I am jUBtified-- The Speaker: I do not think 
the right honourable gentleman is lustifiad in that line of argument. I 
.said the remarks of the right honoUlable gentleman were not pertinent to 
the amendment before the House.-Sir W. Harcourt: Of course, Sir. I 
bow absolutely to your ruling. If you rule that the noble lord's speech 
"t Belfes!r-- The Speaker: The right hononrshle gentleman is now 
.... guing with the Cheir. I heve already given my opinion, and I expect 
the right honourable gentleman W accept it;.!~ir Wt- Harc.op,rt said he 
"Would bow absolutely to the Speaker'. ruling. ~He understood it to be 
tbat he could not refer to the speech of the noble lord.-The Speaker: 
What I did 8&1 was, it appeared to me that a history of tho Orange 
Society was Buper8.uoua in a debate on the amendment DOW before the 
House.-Sir W. Harcourt then concluded by asking for an expression of 
t.be views of. the Government especially with reference to the possession 
<>f arms by the people of Belfast. 

Th ... Bound Tabl. CODf.reDc .... -Sir William Harcourt, when 
Jlddr ... ing his constituents at Derby, Feb. 27, 1888, tho. alluded to this 
.conference. which was held at his London residence early in 1887, and 
had for its object the possible reunion of lhe divided chief. of tha 
former Liberal party. He .. id: "The origin of the Round Tahle 
Conference might be simply told. On the rssignation of Lord Ran· 
dolph Churchill in the lB&r 1886, Mr. Chamberlein made a speech at 
Birmingham oouched in ao conciliatory a tone that, taking adV8Dtege 
<>f their personal friendehip, h. (Sir WiUism Harcourt) wrote to him 



BIB WlLLl.ar VERNON HAllCOlillT. 463 

upressing his 8&ti.sfaction thereat. and his sincere desire to co-operate 
-with him in any attempt which might lead to the reunion of the Liberal 
party. He received from Mr. Chamberlain a letter cordially responding 
to his sentiment. It was understood that there should be a conference to 
ascertain what common grounds existed between the two sectious of the 
Liberal party, and to reduce any points of difference to a minimum. tt 
was finally settled that Lord Herschell, Mr. John Morley, and himself 
sbould represent the Liberal party in the conference, and Mr. Chamberlain 
""d Sir George Trevelyan sbould represellt the diseentients; and all the 
transactiQns of the conference were to be strictly secret, subject to com .. 
munications to Mr. Gladstone and Lord Hartington. At the conferonee 
Mr. Chamberlain prop .. ed an elaborate and ingenioU& plan for land 
pnrcbe&e in Ireland. but it involved teo much detail to be fully discnased 
-on the spot, and it was referred for further examination to Lord Herschell 
and Mr. Morley. When the conference closed, no conclusion hn.d been 
t'eached on this mat~r, though it was his impression tha.t Mr. Gladstone, 
before whom the plan W&& nltimately brought, was not unfavourable to 
its principle. They tben came to that which constituted the principal 
subject of the discussions of the conference, namely, the es~b1ishment of 
"" Irish Legislature. The difficulties of this subj.et w.re recegeis.d on 
an hands, and the matter was postponed for further consideration. There 
'Were two hard nuts to craek;: first. the presence of the Irish members at 
Weotminster; and secondl)", the great Ulster stumbling-block, which ... e 
discussed over and ovel' again. . . Well, the conference came to &II. 

<Iud solely bocanae h. (Sir WiJlism) and his coadjutoro ccnld uot ..... pt 
the position that :Mr. Chamberlain should, in spite, of repeated remon
stl'anees, continue vehement attaeks upon Mr. Gladstone. while eondueting 
a friendly negotiation for the accommodation of their differenees."-Mr. 
Chamberlain took up the subject the following evening in tbe Hous. of 
Commons, and remarked: II His right honourable friend SiI' William 
Harcourt had said he had taken his own course. That would necessitate 
his (Mr. Chamb.rlain's) taking his own course. On. thing was abselutely 
beyond dispute, ... d that was that at tb. conf.renc. th.y w.re, if not iii 
entire agreement, at least in sight of ODe &':lother. Were they still within 
eight of ene anether P (Parne1lito cri .. of • No.') Oh! they bed chang.d 
th.ir minde. W.ll, who w.re the reall.adem of tb. party? (Miuisterial 
<lheers.) That migbt be the difficulty." Later en Mr. Chamb.rlain 
entered more fally into the subject in a spe.ch at Plymeuth, and said: 
4. Perhaps you will be anxious toO know why. if we were thus agreed, the 
negotiatioDs which promised 80 well were broken off. Well, in my 
-opinion, they were broken off because there was a power behind the 
Lib.ral lead.rs which th.y did not dare to f.... The party which has 
-come to be bOWD as the new Radical party was furious at the idea of 
'!'eUBion. They do not want the Liberal Unionists to be brought back, 
knowing. as they do, it waula :reduce tliem to their former state :0£ 
insignificance.. I protest against the arrangement to which Sir William 
Harcourt has submitted, of giving way and aIlewing tho tail to wag 
the dog." 
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'1'he Tail "'d the Dog.-In the debate on the eeoond reading 
of the Loeal Government Bill (April 20. 1888). refeniug to th ... 
oheervetions by Mr Chamberlaiu, Sir W. lIareourt said: "We bave 
heard before of Liberal UnioDiste meetmg in D8TODBhire Houee. to 
tell tbe Government ",bat to do "hoo hills .. ere introclueed; but for the 
Radicals to meet in the Natiouai Liberal Club-tbat is a terrible thiog 
indeed; it is a thing which ought not to be permitted; ana so ha said, in 
original ana elegant language,' The toil wa" ... the dog.' Y .. ; but if it 
happens to be a high·bred teil from DeTODBhlre House, there is no 
objection at all on the part of the dog (laughter); that is all right; but 
as for the Radical toil-a low Radical toil-tbat is moot deplorable. Yet 
I do remember tbat in the days of old, in the golden age of P&TliamenWy 
life, there was & toil. & Radical tail, below the gangway. which nsed ve", 
redely to wag the dog upon t.heee hooch... That poor dog was my noble 
friend the member for Roeaeodale (Lord Hartington). Then ha was 
declared to be depoeed; ha was told that ha.... • the late leed .. ;' and 
yet "e are reminded of tha toil wa,,"ging the dog. Whet bave the poor 
Radicals done P They bave demanded that there ehonld be • full 
discussion of the bill.-

GEORGE JOACHIM GOSCHEN. 
(18S1.) 

'l'mDsferred from Co1DDl81'Ce.-Mr. Geerge Joachim Goachen, 
after taking a first claes in claesica at Orlord, joined the mereantile 
houee of Fruhling anaGoeehen, in the City of London. He wae returned 
as one of the members for the City in May, 1863, and hald this eeat until 
1880, when he retired to Ripen. In the R""""ll Administration of 1865, 
his knowledge of buainese &If&ira led him to be appointed Vice.Pmsident 
of the BoaM of Trade, .. han he left oommercial pursuite; ana he .... 
made CheneeUor of the Duchy of LancaeteT shortly after. On the 
fonnation of a Ministry by Mr. Gladatons in 1888, he became Pmsident 
of the Poor La" BoaM; and ha W1UI First Lord of the Admiralty from 
M:areh, 1871, to Februa<y, 1874. FTmn May, 1880, to April, 1881, ha was 
engaged on a special mission to Constantinople. Gradually holding aloof 
from the RadicaleeetiOD of the Liberal party, he reoigued membership of 
the Refo= Club in 1884. Prior to this, he .... offered nomination 
.. Speaker of the Houoe of Commons in su ..... ion to Sir H8D<y Brand. 
AltoT the reoignstion of Lold Randolph ChDNhill in 1886, Mr. Goo.hen 
wao invited by Lord Salisbn<y to join his Minist<y, ana did eo &0 

ChaneelioT of the Exchequer, with the full &BOent of his Liberal·Unionist 
aolleaguao. Hi. oparatioua for the Conversion and Redemption of tha 
N .tionsl Debt (1888-89), ana the reduation of the Fundo .to a DOW deno. 
miDation currently known as II Gosaheu:' will b& well remembered. 

Steering Str.ight.-In eddresaiug his oonotituente at Ripon in 
JanU&<y, 1883, Mr. Goachen referred to an ineidout in the Egyptian war 
• fe .. mouthe previouoly. and pointed from it • moral appli •• b1e to mOD 
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engaged in public life. ·He said: • There was a gallant young naval 
officer, Commander Rawson, who was appointed by Lord Wo1seley to. 
~de the Highland Brigad. in that dark Dight by the light Of the stars. 
Commander Rawson brought t·he brigade to the point, the action com· 
meneed, and Rawson fell mortally wounded. The news was brought to 
Sir GMnet Wols.l.y on the battl.fi.ld of T.I·.I·K.bi., and in the .... ry 
IInsh of victory. H. had tim., n.verth.leae. to think of his wounded 
friend, and h. galloped off the field to see Command •• Rawson, and bid 
him farewell. And what weN the words wit.h which the wOUDded man 
received himP 'General,' -he said, 'did I not lead them straightP' 
There you have the spirit of the English naval officer. Could any 
statesman at the close of his career wish to utter prouder words to his 
countrymen than 'Did I not \cad them otnoight P , • . No greater 
revolution was introduced into navigation when sail power was given up 
and steam power was introduced, than the revolution which is going on in 
political life, now that the strong powers of popular forces have been 
enbstitutcd for tit. less powerful fo", .. tbat wi.lded the destiDi .. of this 
empire years ago. The ship of the- State now is being driven through 
the wat.er at an increased speed, by more powerful engines and more 
scientific machi~erY; and more nerve aDd science are required Dow.than 
before. But the .... are guid •• on high. There are the bright and fixed 
sf ..... of eonreg., principle, .. If· ... rific •• and duty. Lot the pilota of the 
State fix their eyes on these, provided they steer an ~devia.ting conrse. 
Happy will th.y ba if, when th.ir end comes, they a", able to exclaim to 
their fellow-countrymen, in words like those of the dying commander, 
I Ha\"e we not steered you B~raight ?'" . 

l'olitic&!. .. Bla.nk Cheqlles."-In the d.bate on & propo •• d vote 
of eensnre on Mr. Gladstone's Governm.nt respecting the affairs of Egypt 
in 1884, Mr. Goschen said: "I am 81!ked to have the courage of my 
opiuions, and Tote to-night against her Majesty's Government because I 
do Dot agree with them on some points. I have the courage of my 
opiDiona. but I have not the tem.rity to give that political blaok eh.que 
to Lord Salisbury. Th. Governm.nt ha.". decisred 8 policy whieh is 
disinterested, and Europe bell.vee it •. (IroDical Opposition che .... ) You 
do not wiah to b.liev. it, and it is for that reoso:>. that it would be 
impossible for me to support any motion coming from that side of the 
House. It would ba a calamity now, after what has taken place, that the 
p .... nt Gov.rnment should he "'p1sc.d by another not hotmd by those 
pledges to Europe "hich I have described. Europe blames her Majesty's 
Government beca.use they are Dot doing, enough i and I eay be~ter & 

. thoo98.nd times that, than, when engaged in this fearfully compli_ 
cated programme, three or four European countries should intrigo& 
against us for trying to establiah a protactorate over Egypt. I care as 
much as any man. that this country should maintain its reputation for 
courage, strength, resolution, and power. but I eare no less that we 
ahould maintain our r.putation for good faith and for abiding by pl.dges, 
.... d that neith.r the hope of profit nor the fear of difficulties should 
p.rsuad. us to ahandon those pledges. By th ... pledges her Majesty'. 

HH 
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Government will _d, and I .Iuill. atond by her Majesty'. Govern
ment.JI 

. Distribution of l'owe".-The Centre of Gravity.-In the 
debate on the introduction of the Representation of the People Bill in 
1884,· Mr. Goschen made the following remarks: .. The Prime MiDister 
(Mr. Gladstone) said, in 1866, that, • on the general ground of p<>litical 
prudence, it was Dot well to make sudden and e:r.teIi.siv8 eh&nges in the 
depositaries of political power! Well, in 1861, 900,000 voters were added 
to the register. as the result of the competition of rival practitioners; but 
now they were asked to add 1,800,000 .Iectors in Eng1end and Wales, in 
addition to th .. e 900,000. He mllSt apologise to his right honourable friend 
(Mr. Gladetone) if he retainad some of his doctrine on that subject, but it 
still seemed to him 8 qnestion of political expediency whether it was wise 
to make, without due precantioDs, this great change in the' depositaries 
of political power.' What he wished to call the attsotion of the Honse 
and the "W1try to was this-that, if they put the additions of 1867 ... d 
the present proposed additions together, the now eonstituoney emanci. 
pated under thooe two bills would be larger than the whole of the con. 
stituency which existed before 1867. That was to say, in these two 
Reform Bills they would have taken the power away from the classes who 
previously enjoyed it, and placed an abeolute majority in the bande of the 
11&W electors, to whom would be committed the future destinies of the 
country. He hoped there were members on both sides of the House who 
would still contsod that anangement. mnst be made so that the right. of 
minorities should be guaranteed. This was a question which lDost be 
faead with the utmost determination by the Govemment, for upon it the· 
true representation.of the country in the future must depend." Mr .. 
Goscben thus concluded his epeech: .. Tha Prime Minister had spoken of 
• de.k cargo, which might load to the foundering ,of the ohip.' Another 
right honol11'&ble gentleman took up the simile, and spoke of the stowiDg 
of the eargo. He would continue the Bimile. When he was at th. 
Admiralty, one of the lirat 1 .... 118 he loarnod was that when thero was a 
iresh distribution of weight. in a ohip whi.h was being rebuilt, it was tho 
paramouut duty of those who were :responsible for her safety. when 'Bent 
to ..... to calculate afresh the centre of gravity, and the angle of vanishing 
stability. Gig8lltio new engin .. were now beiDg put into the old hull 
of the British Constitution. He believed that the hull was strong enongh 
to bear them, for of stouter and mol'8 seasoned stuff had never craft been 
built. But those who would be reeponsible for the asaworthin ... of the 
.... nstm.ted ohip would, it appenred to him, be recklese if, before they 
sont her to f ... j;he perila of the sea, they had not made themselv .. 
absoldtaiy sure that no chango in the weighte had shifted daogerously 
the centre of gravity, and that ahe would still poasess a sufficient reserve 
of stability to preve"t her heeling over to the angle of danger under any 
preaaure of wind or wave." 

.AD :Bngliah Democr&C;y.-At a meeting of hi. consl.itoen!. at 

• See p. 63, &0. 
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Ripon in January, 1884, Mr. Goschen mad •• speech on current politics, 
and, in concluding, thus alluded to the prospects. of the fllme: II The 
"time draws DeaTer and nearer when popular forces, unbam pered by con~ 
.titutional .hecks, will hove more and more free play. Wh.n EngliBh 
democracy asserts ita vietory, becomes eOll8cious of its power and anxious 
to us. it, I tru.t it will n.ver forgot that it is English-that it has an 
inh.ritanoe of English tradit.ion., and remain. the guardian of English 
principl... It will remain English if it resists the taint of cosmopolitan 
heresies, if it is deaf to incitements to class hatreds, if it is sceptical 88 to 
the Utopias of impracticabl. dream.rs. It will b. Engli.h if it keeps its 
faith in self-reliance and independence; jf it does not beliel-'e that the 
.Exeentil"8 can play the part of Providence to the people; if it combines 
'Z88.l in social reform with watchfulness over the rights of individUAls; if 
in finance it refrains from the reckless bribery of localities a.nd ClasS8t1 by 
Gov.rnm.nt expenditur., and equally from the destructive policy of 
.. tarving the necessary public •• rvi.... It will he Englu.h if it is .qually 
.slow to be dishe&rtened by disaster as to lose its bead over a first success; 
if it does not denounce its favourite aim when the bill has to be p&id j if 
it d ... not throw up pledges and priooiplee the moment a task looks I ... 
.. asy than it was thought. It will h. English if it is eensitive to notional 
l1onour without being greedy of national gain. But, aboY8 all, the 
democracy of the futuTe will continue to h&~ a peculia-rly English 
character jf it takes for its motto-to govem it in all times, in the 
exuberance of its might as well 88 under the exasperation of diftieulty 
or opposition-a phrase to be found only in our S&¥on tongue, almost 
untranslatable into a foreign idiom, yet written in the hean of every one 
of ua and honoured by child and man-the honeet, homely, Engli.h 
phrase, I Fair play all round.' n 

'l'he lIation'. Beserve of Powel".-In an address delivered at 
the invitation of some of the slacton of. Edinburgh, in Janua.ry, 1885, 
Mr. Gasche» said; "The Redistribution Bill is as good as settled, and, 
though I hev. not agresd with my psrty upon this group of subjects, 
yet now I say thls-that I will do 88 much 88 in ODe man's power lies to 
:falsify my own miegivingo, and I Bha\llook accompli.hed facts holdly and 
cheerfalJy in the f.... There is only ono remark that I wish to meke 
npon the mode in which the Redistrihution Bill has been carried, and 
upon the e.traordinary rapidity with which its details are heing worksd 
out. To whet is this due i' Ie it dll. to the fact thet the two great 
parties in the State .. em to hev. agresd upon the principle., and are both 
&DXious that this Bill sbould come into force 88 Boon as possible; and so 
:you ... the rapidity with which all the d.taiIs are b.ing carried out now. 
Not long ago Europe thought thet Great Britain was about to p ... through 
an ordeal UIlder which her tr&ditional love of order and compromise 
'WoD:1d break down. But no; British common sense triumphed in the 
.end, and now, instead of having indignation meetings, culmin&ting in 
riots, we have Boundary Commissioners Bettling &reM of political con .. 
.tituenci .. with as little difficulty and with as little oppo.ition as if they 
were poor.law officere ecttling the bonnderi.. of & parish. Whet ... 

11112 
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contrast to the way in which public business gener&lly progresses ! ~ 
-and I wish the country to note this fa.ct-see what a reserve of power 
we P0889SS for speedy action and for effective action when the nation is 
determined that iis will sball be done. That is a reaerve of power that 
may stand us in good stead in some hour of emergency. It might help' 
us in foreign troubles. Suspend the action of party for a time, and 
foreign nations would note and marvel when they saw with what rapidity, 
with what decision, with what steadfastness, and with what unanimity 
the voice of Great Britain and Ireland would speak." 

u After All."-Some remarks, which weN taken up at the tim& 
D.8 a catchword, were made by Mr. Goscben at the Literary Institute, 
Edinburgh, Feb. 8, 1885, .. Here .I will say that I have frequently 
noticed a phrase that I detest, and against which I ODce before took 
the opportnnity ~ making a public protsat. The phrase is this-' After 
all.' I will show YOll how it is used. People say, 'Ah I Egypt is 
indiapensabls to the supremacy of England. Egypt is the high road to 
India.; we muet defend it at a.ll costs. The British supremacy must be 
mamtained in Egypt.' DHliculties arise-very great difficultiee---and 
you find a number of men going about saying. ' After all, is Egypt 80 

very important to us P After all, have we not been too hasty in oar 
viewa with regard to Egypt P On the whole, we think we might give it 
up.' I do not objeot to the word; but I am objecting t.o the change of 
front under difficulty and under elisasisr. It is perfectly arguable "hetb'" 
we should do ouch and such & thing. It i. not arguable, aftsr having
maintained any view. when troubles occur, whether we should tum from 
it. It is perfeclly arguable that we shopld ne.er ""...un _ex the 
Transvaal; but is it arguable, aftsr having undertaken to baek up the 
subject raeBB, to say 'aftor all P' Surely I think we might be quite 
agreed upon tbis-that. whaisver our politi .. are, th;t which we agree to 
we bad better stick to. I have no particular set ~ .men in view. I have
known men who began that question in ths.,.:ear 1865, when Lord 
Pahnerslon had come do ..... to the Honse of Commons and .tRled that 
if Donmark should go to War with Germany she would find herself not 
atanding alone. It bappened that it made a great impression upon my 
youtbful enthusiasm At that time. A great many members of Parli!lment 
came and said, 'Well, after all. what have we got to do with Denmark P J 

It is a word that may lead to much mischiof in our political life ; it has 
led to much mischid. What does it mean, 'After all P' If it were 
defined in a dictionary f it would be said to be t A word used occasionally 
by timid people when they wish to back out from a position which they 
have isken up.' But I truot that in future political elictionariea we .hall 
:6.nd when we open them at that phrase, ' An expression onee current, but 
which has become obsolete. and is nb longer considered good British 
style.' " . . 

II Breakages of Civi1isatioD."-In a Rpeech at Edinburgh io 
October, 1885, Mr. Goschen said: "It was my fate at one time to be 
President of the Poor Law Board, and I mode it my business then to 
8samine and to probe to tho bottom, os far as I could, tbis Ulost 80lTOwful 
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1IUbjeet of pauperism. and to gauge its cause. and to look into its exteut. 
Well, it is frequently put as if, were you to speak of there being three. 
-quarters of a million or 8 million of panpers, there- were so many men or 
'Women out of work-as if they were men and women who onght t.o be 
employed. but who unfortuuately cannot get employment-and the want 
of this employment. is laid at the door of some blots on our social system. 
I do not know how it is here, but I can tell you t.bat there are workhouses 
in this country containing one thousand or two thousand inmates, in which 
there are not forty able-bodied men or women, in which there are not 8. 

hundrca, who come from what may be called the working classes of this 
.country. It is not the working men from the towns, whether they are in 
employment or out of employment, who :6ll our workhouses and who swell 
these fearfnl rolls of pauperism. (A voice-' Who are they P'J I will 
toll you. They ..... if I may use ao sad a word, in London the breakages 
<Of cirilisation. Thl'J' are' men with broken hearts and broken fortnD:es 
~ming from all classes of society. It is the waifs and strays of & vast 
metropoIis that .... there getherod together. And so it goes tbrengh the 
country." . 

Cicero. and CatiHnes.-Mr. Goeehen made the following remarks 
when responding to the toast of the (C House of Commons." at 8 banquet 
to Ministers at.the Mansion Honse in Angust, 1887: "Tou do not know 
the number of muuled Ciceros who are sitting in the Honse of Commons 
-men who have come fresh from the constituencies, conscious of their 
power, anxious to reuder semce to the State, but whom the exigencies of 
the session have condenmed to 8 silence painful to themselves, bnt which 
has nel"ertheless been a sacrifice patriotically made in the interest of the 
""nutry. It is very possible th.t the Cicer .. have asid to themselves that 
the Catilines bave had too good 8 t.ime of it. There is 8 new custom in 
the House of Commons, of a.skmg questions with regard to speeches 
mad. ant of the Honse; and it is poesible that I shall be .. ked whom I 
meant when I spoke of the", being C.tiline. possibly in the Hunse of 
Commons. I should refuee to answer-{langhter}-bnt I shall .. y this. 
th.t if the .. we'" Catilin .. in the Honse of Commons. I know p",eise\y 
the plaee which they would occnpy on the benches of the house. 
-(Cheers.) I 88y that if t.h.", has been garrulity. and if certain sections 
-of the House of Commons haTe absorbed time which was quite out of 
proportion to their own influence, and to the fair sh~ of time which 
ought to hava fallen to their lot, there nevertheless has been in many 
parts of the house conduct which would commend it.self to the general 
sensa of the counh-y, as indicating as profound 8 patriotism as has ever 
animated any prerious Honse of Commons." 
n~ House of Co_ons a .. Public l\I[eeting."-In the dehate 

(In the Addresa. Feb. 17. 1888. the Chancellor of the Excheqner (Mr. 
Gosehen) was speaking. but had delivered ouly a few oentenees when 
'SOme members rushed into the house announeiDg the resnlt of 8 South
:",ark e1ectiOll. The Irish members thereupon rose in "their places, cheering 
vigorously lor some minutes, and waving their hat.s. There were cries of 
f' The Bowing tid. !" and ". Remember Southwark!» Th. right honoumbl& 
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gentleman, alter a long interval, said: II He presumed he had to eOD

gratulate honourable members upon a. piece of news which would COIlSOle

them to some degree for the diminution of t.heir majority at D11Ddee'. 
The whole traditions of that House had changed. Everything had been. 
80 entirely changed that they were more like being in a public meeting
than in the House of Commons." 

Jll'ecesBity Forbidding Bepeal.-Mr. Goa.hen thns enforced this 
idea at a Unionist meeting in the Northampton Corn Exchange, May 1' .. 
1890: "H we were free, as we never shaJl be free, from obligations of 
honour and duty, nevertheless, as a matter of defence. as a matter which 
we owe to the many millions of our eountrymen, we should have to say that 
Irei&nd, the outpost of the Atlanti.; Irelaud, linked geographicall,. to 
this country .. it is; Ireland, .with ita history and geograph,. and it .. 
physical position, should never, and can never, be put UDder any other 
Executive Governmeut or an,. other Legislative Assembl,. than that 
which is the Executive Goverument of our United Kingdom, the Legis. 
lature of .Great Britain and Irei&nd. Sir Robert Peel, the first masta". 
of Mr. Gladstone, used splendid and eloquent words in respect to Irish 
disintegration. He aaid, • Ph;ysice! nocessit,. forbids repeel. Look.t 
your map. look at your history, look at the conditions of yOUI" existence,. 
and you will find th.t necessity forbids repeal.' We arc not prepared tOo 
set up in Ireland an Executive Government for the actions of which we
should be responsible to foreign nations, but over which actions we should 
have no control. Weare not prepared to put Irelaud into hands tbat 
might at 80me moment be unfrieudl,. to this Empire. Looking to that 
stem necessity which no change in sentiment and no change in modem 
tim .. has been able to overcome-looking to that. I tell ,.ou thsre is au 
obligation upon us to see that Ireland shall remain in the hands, not of 
England, but of the people of Great Britain and Ireland. I want ron tOo 
know to the full that we should be ".aker .. a great Power, that we 
might become a fourth-rate European Power, if we so weakened O'lU'Selves .. 
if we lVare to give up what is ono of the points of vantage for any enemy 
that might hold Ireland. Our opponenta would admit a great dce! of 
that argement, but the,. would aa,., • H ,.ou will but give to Irei&nd self. 
goverumellt and Home Rule, then you would find that Ireland would love 
,.on to such a degree that you might aefel,. confide tha fortooes of thi& 
country to her.' . History shows the contrary." 

JOSEPH CHAllBERLAIN. 
(1886.) , 

A Step into the C.binet.-Tha Right Ron. Joseph Chamberlaia 
uusuccesafall,. contested the Parliamentary representation of SheJlield in. 
187', but in Jooe, 1876, ile was returnsd for Birmingham as one of th .. 
eolleaguea of Mr Bright. He had performed the duti .. of mayor of tha 
town on several oCcasions. On the formation of Mr. Gladstone's second. 
Miniatry in 1880 he was appointed President of the Board of Trade, 
with • .eat in the Cabinet. Mr. Ohamberlain had SO 010801,. identiW 
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himself with the extreme Radical party, that some surprise ..... expressed 
at this appointment; but it was understood to be owing in great me&SU1"8 
to his energetic services in promoting, by the establishment of .1 the 
caucus J.I and otherwise, the interests of the Liberal party. and their 
nturn to power at the general election' of 1880 . 

.A Successful lIIIanufa.cturer.-Mr. Chamberlain thuB alluded to 
his own antecedents, at &I1 election meeting in his candidature for West 
Birminghsm, in November, 1885. He said his opponent wanted to put a. 
tax on lesther. He (Mr. Chamberlaiu) kne .. something about lesther. 
His father aud great grandfather for 120 years carried on a. business 
connected with the leather trade in London; they were wholesale boot 
and .hoe manufaeturers. Th .. e Tori.. thought they .. id 86mething 
clever when they said that he was .. screw maker. Well, he was proud of 
having been a successful screw maker, and having given employment to 
thousands of people; and he thought that w .. a much more Satisfactory 
position to fill than that of a broken clown landlord, or an unsuccessful 
farmer. But these people did not know, perhaps, that before he was a 
screw maker he was a shoemaker. He was a shoemu.ker for two yeal'S, 
and he kne .. 86mething about the trade, for, like his opponent (a Mr. 
Dumphreys) he eonld aay that he had worked &t the bench, although, 
UDl.ike him, he had Dot got any II corns on his hands." 

.. 'l'oil lIot," llic.-Mr. Chamberlain spoke. at a meeting at 
Birmingham in March, 1883, of the Honse of Lords .. comp08Bd of a 
class .. who toil not. neither do they spin." The remark was' frequently 
commented upon in the dise11S8ioDS whioh ensued on the Franehise 
question, and the existence of au hereditary chamber. One member ot: 
the opposite pariy, with fomily eonneetions in the Upper House (Lord 
George Hamilton), ohasrved, ironically, that Mr. Chamberlaiu had prohably 
intended his quotation as a compliment. inasmuch 88 he had. by inference. 
compared the House of Lords to If the lilies of the field." 

The l'upU Beyond the lIII";ter.-,In January, 1884, Mr Bright 
and Mr. Chamberlaiu attended a meetieg of the .. Forward Liberal 
Club" in the Birmingham Town Hall, and Mr. Bright gove a political 
address. in the OOUl'88 of which he remarked: "I presume it will not be 
beyond my duty to .. y that I think there is a going forward which is 
eometimes unreasonably fast, and that there is a going forward which is 
steBdy and wiae, and wholly aatisfaetory in its resnlla." Mr. Chamberlain, 
who followed him, took up th ... words;and, in Bome measure, ~inistered 
a rebuke to his past leader and guide. He observed, "My right 
honourable friend who preceded me said, with somo humour, that if our 
opponente were to establish a club they shonld call it the' Standstill' 
club; and he went on to say that he was an advocate of steady progrc88. 
I am afraid there was a time when his enemies would not have accepted 
that vie .. of his character; But I am ... miuded of the retort which was 
given with respeot to an agricultural labourer, concerning whom his new 
master inquired of his old one .. hether he was a steady man. 'Steady! 
Jf. he were only a little stesdier he wonld Bland Btill.' I bollew Mr. 
Bright and myBB1f agree on this point, as we noually do on most otber 
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qu.stions. I also am in favour of steady progre", providing thAt it do.s 
not meAD. sta.D:ding still. Provided that we are advancing. I am not at all 
anxious to harry the p ... to such an .xtent that w. should put any of onr 
opponents out of breath." 

The .. March to Londou" Speech • .,....At a m.eting in Bingl.y 
HaU in 1884, to protcat against the action of the Hou.. of Lords upon 
the Franchise Bill, Mr Chamberlain aelruowledg.d, .. on b.hnlf of the 
Government," a resolution approving the Ministerial poHey in the matter, 
and went on to alloy: If I doubt the wisdom, and I doubt the prndence, of 
the insults which the Tory lead.rs 8r& lavishing upon the .%pr&88ion of 
popular opinion which th.ir .. tion has caUed forth. I wonder what proof 
of earnestness they desire to provoke. The opinion of the streets bas had 
a mighty force in our political history. ]t has sbaken monarcbs on th.ir 
tbNn... ;rt has overturned Ministers. In 1832 it carried the Reform 
Bill in the teeth of a Honae of Lords more powerful than tbat with 
which w. have to d08I, but, after a con1lict wbich had brought the country 
almost to the verge of rovolntion. We read that at tba.t time there were 
100,000 men in Birmingham and the surrounding district, who were 
sworn to maTch on London if need were, in defence of tl1eir liberties. 
Th. p .... was brok.n in many paris of the country. W. had hoped that 
w. load left thOBO days of disord.r far b.hind us; but Ihera are slill evil 
councillors provoking iIond slandering the people. who are straining their 
privileges to the uttermost, and who obstinately resist the extension of 
popular libertiss. L~t them take heed. If w. are commencing this g .... t 
conilict with temper aud moderation. it would be a mistake to suppose 
that we are less e&Tnest or less resolute than our forefathen. We aTe 
grateful for the rights which th.y bav. won for U8; w. aM true to the 
traditio .. which th.y have left us. Th. love of freedom and a sense of 
justice are not extinct among us. and we will carry on and we will 
complete the work which they so well began.'.' He also said: n It is not 
necoaasry, sud it may not ba sxpedi.nt, tbat a membar of the Govern
ment should offer any opinion upon proposals which are rife in many 
quarterR for I mending or ending' the House of Lords.. It is the 1es8 
necessary in my caae, because ou many past occasions I have expressed 
my own opinion on the subject. The I divine right of kings '-that was a 
dnngeroua delusion j but the divine right 'Of peers is a ridioulous fiction; 
and we. who boast our freedom and are prond of onr Uberties. who claim 
that England ia the .booSD hom. of a •• If.govern.d people-.... will 
Dover be the only race in the civilised world subservient to the insolent 
pretensions of an heredita1'Y caste." This speech. wit,h otheJa of similar 
chn;raeter, were the subject of comment in both Houses on the reassembling' 
of Parliam.nt. Lord Randolph Churohill (Oct. 30,1884) broughtfonrO!'i 
an a.mendment censuring Mr. Chamberlain, as 8 Minister of the CroWlly 
for baving uttered thss. and similar remarks.· Mr. Gladstone rsplied, 
d.fending his .ollaegoe, and ,the am.ndmsnt "as nsgalived by 214 to 178. 

• A phralle previously uaod by :Mr. John HorlOJ' in .. Ipeech .t st. James', 
R.n. 
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Mr. Cha.mb .... li.in .... a Lora Salisbury.-At a meoting at 
Hauley, Oct. 7, 1884, Mr. Chamberlain said, with .. opect to snch 
gatherings 88 the Fra.nehise demonstration in London, C< These meetings 
cost time and labour; and wha.t compensa.tion were· they to receive from 
the peers P-for the Vlmquished nowadays paid an indemnity. • . I think 
these gentlemen presume on your love of order and hatred of violence. 
These o.r8, no doubt, ch&r&eteristics of the English people; but, unless 
this generation has lost other qualities which ha.ve made the name of 
Englishmen respected and honoured throughout the world, they will show 
-courage and resolution," &C. These remarks were taken up a. few days 
after by Lord Salisbury, in a speech at Kelso. He observed: cc If these 
words have any meaning, they say to the English people that if they 
atill po~ss the courage and resolution of their race, they will part with 
that love of order and that hatred of violence which they have hitherto 
displayed. I o'l.iy hope that, if Mr. Chamberlain incit .. the poople to riot, 
he will head the riot himself. I hope that if he is going, according to his 
threa.t. to m&reh on London from Birmingham, we may see him at the 
'head of t·he advancing column. My impression is that those who will 
1uJ.ve to receive him will be able to give a very good account of him, and 
that Mr. Chamberlain will return from his adventure with a broken head, 
if nothing worse." The rejOinder was thus given by Mr. Chamberlain at 
a meeting in Montgomeryshire: Ie He .was not afraid. of Lord Salisbllry, 
nor of his retainers, and he would accept his challenge on one eonditiOD.
that if his constituents should do agun what they were prepared to do in 
1832, and should march to London to lay their grievances at the foot of 
the throne, Lord Salisbury would himself lead the column which was to 
";thstand them. In that case, if his head was broken, it wonld be broke" 
in 'rery good compey.!' The speeches made by the President of t.h~ 
Board of Trade in the provinces were commented upon by Lord Salisbury 
in the Honse of Lords at-the reopening of the session, when he " called 
attention" to certain expressions used by a responsible .Minister of the 
country. 

U Shoulder to Shoulder."-In contrast with tlle above passages. 
during Ihe heated contlicl of 1884, is to be noted the change broughl about 
by the political vicissitudes of the next few years, and tIle consequent 
reversal of party relations. At a gathering of Unionists in Birmingham, 
November 25, 1891,-Lord Salisbury beiug present, Mr. Cbaluberlain thus 
.alluded to the recent divisions between sections of the Liberal party.: 
., Even after the rupture had taken place, there :were mnny of us-I was 
.one of them-who hoped tha.t it would be only temporary; who believec;l 
that the Gladstonians would speedily abandon the path ou which we knew, 
end they had good cause of knowing, thai Ihey had most reluctautly 
.entered; and we looked forward, therefore, ta ,a speedy reunion. ;If I 
l'8fer to that now, it is to say that since then the gulf has widened an~ 
deepened. Now I neither look for nor desire reunion,. (Great cheering.) 
The Gladstonians have accepted the policy of the Parnellites. Yea, but 
they have aeeepted something more; t4ey have accepted their principles.; 
their methods, and even their m~era. Mean:whi1e the bra.nches. f?~, .~~ 
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Unionist party have been brought into cloeor end more oordial relatione. 
Oonfidence has been created, prejudice baa been removed. For the last 
five years we have fought under the. same flo.g together, we have WOD.

victories together, we have Buffered reverses together; and now I say we 
Bre determined, whatever may be the vicissitudes 01 the protracted 
struggle in wllich we are engaged, we are determined to march shoulder 
to ehoulder until our object h .. been attained, end until we have finally 
defeated the vile conspiracy with which the integrity of the Empire h .. 
been threatened. Last night, and again this afternoon, Loed Salisbury 
has spoken with a generosity which I d .. ire to recognise of the IoYM 
support which has been given to his Government by the Liberal Unionists. 
It is my duty to acknowledge to what en extent our way has been made 
smooth for us by the personal influence of Lord Salisbury, end by th .. 
patriotism of his friends. In 1886 it eeemed probable thet, although w .. 
were agreed in resisting the repeal of the Union, we might fail to find .. 
common ground in foreign policy. and, above all, in domestic constructive 

. legislation. The GIad.toDieno counted upon our disagreement, and were 
eonfident that tho alliance would como to a speedy end. Thet they ha .... 
been completely disappointed is due to the prudence, the wisdom, and. if 
I may .. y so, the liberality, in its best eonee, of the policy of the 
Govenunent." 

BanRom, .c.-At a dinner of the Eighty Club- in Westminster, in 
April, 1885, Mr. Cbamberlain thue explained cerlain e.pressions used by 
him in previous speeche.. Replying to a vote of thanks proposed by Mr. 
Raleigh. he observed that- gentleman U said he was in doubt 88 to the 
definition I would give of two expressions which haw appesred in my 
speechesJ and have been the subject of 8. good deal of criticism. H8' 
wants to know what I mean br • natural righla.' I thought I had 
omffieiently defined it. I hold that every man who oome. into the world 
has 8 natural right to life, and 8. fair enjoyment of life; and that is 8. 

right rou ought to s.cure by law. .And if you do not hold that view, if 
you think it is Utopian, then you oaght to corry your principles out, 
adopt the Chine.. view, and poison ohildren when they come into the 
world. without giving them any ehanee of life. Then.Mr. Raleigh wants. 
to know what I mean by the word • ransom.' I dare &81 he knows his 
Bible, and I think he will agree with me that the word is used iD 
Scriptural phraseology again and again, as the compensation which a IIWI 

has to pay for wrong-doing, before he can be received into the oongrega. 
. tion; and I tell you thet aoeiety owee a companastion to the poorer 
cIa .... of this country; that it ought to reoognise thet claiDl, and pay it, 
end thet sooiety must pay it before it can ha admitted to have discharged 
ita obligations. That is the souse in which I have used these words." 

Looking l'orwud.-In • epeach at Hull on tho 5th of Angust,. 
1885, Ml'. ChamharIain thus expresoed himself hoth .. regards tho past 
and tho future: .. In the Liberal army there must be pioneere to olear the. 

• A olub 10 oaJled to oommamorate the 'riotol7 of the Liberal parfi7, and it. 
retum to power under Mr. GladlltOlle, in 1880. .... 
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waY. and there must be men who- watch the reargriard. Some may 
always be in advtlllee, others may oceasion&lly lag behind; but the only 
thing we ha.,'e a right to demand is that no one shall stand still. I do
not conceal from you my own opinion that the pace will be a little faster 
in the fut.ure than in the past. Everywhere in the country I see a 
quickening of the politicnllife. Everywhere there is discussion and hope
ILDd expectation. It will be d&ngerous to disappoint that hope. . • 
Although, in the speeches I have recently made, I have disclaimed any 
right to speak for the 'party as a whole, I have been soundly rated for my 
presumption in daring to "speak at all, and I have been solemDly 
excommunicated by 60me of the great authorities who clAim a monopoly 
of the orthodox Liberal faith and doctrine.. I am Dot discouraged. L 
am not repentant. I &Ill told that if I pursue this course I shall break up' 
the petty, and that I sh&ll altogether destroy lLDy chILD .. I might otherwis .. 
have had of office. Do not believe it. But, if it were true, I say that I. 
care little for pa.rty and nothing at all for office, except 80 far as these' 
things mny be made instrumental in promoting the objects which I 
publicly avowed when I first entered Pa.rlia.ment, and which I wiJl 
prosecute as long as I remain in it. I had looked forward with hope to 
the future, but I had not supposed in my time BO great a cha.nge could 
bave been Bucccssfnlly effectedj but now my wildest· expectations have 
besn surpsssed. I am not willing to ha silent as to the uses to which I 
halieve tbe p80ple ought to put the new powe. and the privileges which 
have been conferred upon them. I have always had a deep conviction that, 
when the people cnme to govem themselves. and when the clamour of 
vested interests and class privileges was overborne by the powerful voice 
of tho whole nation, that then the social evils which disgrace our civilisa.
tion, and the wrongs which have cricd vainly for redress. would at last find 
a hearing and a remedy. This is a critical time; it is the turning point 
in our politieal history; and if the people are content with the old 
formulas and watcbwords, the enfranchisement of two millions of men 
will have been a. barren and an miprofitable business." 

.6. Fertile Soil,-The following remarks were made by Mr. 
Chamberlain at a: banquet in Hull, Aug. 6, 1885: If To me it is most. 
satisfactory to iind the way in which education is advancing among the
Tory party. It is said that imitation is tho sincerest flattery, and I am. 
greatly llattered to .ee that a grest ILDd important .eetion of that party 
hne received and even outbid the policy which I have laid bDforc the. 
eountry. It is perfectly incomprehensible to me how it is possible that: 
the moderate Liberals ean find any relief at all, when they lea.ve the. 
Liberal party to join that of whieh Lord Randolph Churchill ia on. of th .. 
principals. 'Oh,' it is said, 'Lord Randolph Churchill is an exception, 
and he will ·not be able to carry his psrty with him.' W &II, up to the. 
present time I do not Bee any diminution in his influence. I remember 
resding • story not long ago-ILD AmericlLD story-which told you how • 

• These referenoes wore -more po.rtiou1.o.rlJ' to apeeches made by the Duke 
or Argyll &nd Hr. Gooohon. 
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land agent woe praising the character and qualities of the eststo whi.h 
he had to sell. It was the most extraordinarily prodnctive e.t&ts in the 
whole world. A sceptic who was present said, 'Pray, Mr Agent, is there 
.anything your estate won't grow P J I Yes,' said the man, I pumpkins; it 
won't grow pumpkins.' I Why DOt P' said the inquirer. 'Well,' said 
the agent, 'you S8e the soil is 80 rich, the vines grow 80 quickly, that they 
.drag the pumpkins along with them and wear them ont.' Well, the 
vine is dragging the pumpkins along the gronod in the Tory party, and 
the democratio growth is wearing ont the old Tory princip!&s and 
traditions!' 

1'1"0 :E'inalit,..-Mr. Chamber!&in made & series of politieal epee.hes 
in Scotland in the autumn of 1885, and in one of them (.t Callander) he 
declared: "A. new chaptsr has been opened in the political history of our 
conotry; for nothing could he more foolish than to im.,,<>ine that the .. is 
any finaJity with regard W Liberal progr.... Time would not permit me 
now to apeak at length npon the future, bnt there is one thing which will 
10rm tha principal part in the work of legislation, and which deeply 
concerns the interests of the country population, and that is the universal 
extension of local government. Luea1 government is more important to 
.the happin ... of the people than even imperial administration. It is 
·closer to them.; it concerns mOl"e directly their domestic life and social 
-condition tbau anything we can do in the Parliament at Westminster. 
Hitherto in Scotland, and in England unfortunately, loc&l government 
of the country h .. boen very·mnch an aft.ir of privileged individuals and 
-daBs... Now it will be our hnainesa to make ita real Government by 
and for the people. We must see tha.t those who have been fOUDd worthy 
to take their part in the administration of a great empire shell heve 
....mded to them the full and entire control of their local afteirs." 

A 1'I"atiolla.l Pa.n:v.-Mr. Chamberlain thus epoke at an enter. 
tainment given to him by the Bradford Liberal Unionist A.seociation, 
Sept. 20, 1888, a1tsr the graat break in the Liberal party which Mr. 
Morley deecribed 88 ito .. pulveriaation" (p. 495): "It is not d"';rable 
-that the Liberal Unionist party ehould ha absolutely identified and con. 
10nndod with the Conaervative party. It is deeirable to maintain & 

distinction. So long 88 this great Irish danger is npon DB, we are 
Unionists :first of all, and we are Liberals and Conservatives secondly; 
'hut at the same time we l'emam respectively Liberals and CODServativeS. 
It is notdeairable, I think, that ... e abould fight otherwise than .. loyal 
&IIi.., and ODr Conservative friende must bear that in mind, and must be 
prepared to make lome concessioDs· to us, 88 we must be prepared to 

ake lome conc88Biona to them. Something of this mutual .concession 
-ou ht te govern our relations with Conservative,s locally, as they have 
gove ed, and governed. BUccessfully, our rel~tions with the Conservative 
loader •• ! (Cheers.) I do not doubt that we, .. ch in his own ... ay and in 
his own jI.laee, will be .able to aecure this r.~ult, and that in that way w .. 
-may, perhaps, in the end anccoed in raising. out of the elaab of parties 
which has been brought about hy the unfortDD8to action of Mr. Gladstone, 
.. party which ,is greater than all other partie ........ perIJ: of the nation. " 
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]tarty which shall have national interests, national security, and nati~ 
faith as the only watchwords to which it owes its existeDICe." 

The People with .. big .. P:"-In the debate on the Royal 
'grante, July 29, 1889, Mr, Chamberlain 'oppoaed the line being takOlI by 
some of his e10sest politit'al connections in former times, and said: II If 
you are to measure by otber etOIIdarda, by the greatueas &lId tbe wealth 
of tbe couutry-if you are to measure by the st&IIdard of living which 
generally pren-ils; if you at'e to measure by comparison wit.h other 
monarchies-I say t.he snm taken by the Queen 'is l'e8SODab1e and even 
moderate. W s are lold tb.t I.be people-tbe people with a .. pita! p
think it is exorbitant. Weare told this by honourable membe1'8 who profess. 
on aU occasions to speak for the people with & eapitaJ. P-who never speak 
to us on a.nypopnlar qnestion without giving us to understand that in some 
special sense they have a mission to represent the people. Sir, I deny 
their claims. I should like to see their credentialS. They represent only 
a Dlft.jority. and in some cases it is & very small majority, in the con
stituencies which severally return them to this House. Yes; they repre
sent something else; they represent the class jealousies, the' petty spite,. 
and the enmities which they do their utmost to stimulate; they represent 
the superficial prejudices to which they truckle. An honourable member 
tells us it is a shameful thing to fawn upon a monarch. So it is; but it 
is A much more shameful thing to truckle to a mnltitude. Let these
honourable members dare to tell tbe whole truth upon this matte. to their
people. Let tbem, instead of carping at tbe expenditure on monarchy 
which is essential to the maintenance of the instit1;ltion, tell the people 
tllAt if they want a mona.rchy they must pay for it; but let them tell a.I8o 
that thei. obj .. t in the .. endeavonre is to belittle the monarcby, to mak& 
it unpopular, and to prepare the way for its destruction. Then we shall· 
see whether the people, of ",hom we heal' 80 much-who enjoy at least & 

measure of political liberty, under all circumstances, which is more 
democrat.ic than exists in any republic of Europe or the world'!"'whether 
the people will be willing, when tbey understand everything, to enter 
npon a contest which must be prolonged, which must be exasperated; 
to throw the Constitution int<> the melting pot; to postpone altogether 
indefinitely all bope of practical &lId material reform, in order to .... ept 
the programme of those who call themselves new Radicals-new, because 
they have nothing in common with the old Radicals; who are destructive 
in their aims and objects; who ha.ve never shown the slightest c0D8truC'" 
tin ca.pa.city j who are, in short, nothing more nor leBS th&D the Nihilists. 
of English politic.... Tbere was frequently great interruption in the 
course. of these remarks. 

The Development of Empire. - Mr. Cbamharlain made th. 
following observations in addressing his constituents at Birmingham, 
Jan. 23, 1889, and referring to .some remarks made a day or two before 
by Mr. John Morley, ... pe.ting the constant growtb and czpanaion of the 
Briti.h empire: "In the bistory of ite growth &lId development Mr. 
Morley .... nothing to be proud of. He .... only what he ealls, with .. 
flourish III taWdry rbetoric, &II 'empire of .wagger.' What I This great 
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dominion, which has Bent forth free utions to every corner of the globe
which holds now under ita temperate and orderly sway myriac:ls of men of 
'h08tile race, who owe all their hope of tranquillity a.ud prosperity to the 
eont.innance of our rule-which has spread civilisation, which baa deve .. 
loped commerce till it is competent to support the crowded millions that 
iDbabit this small island, that otherwi.e would be altogether in811llicient to 
Bupport them; this great maehine of progress. this potent force in the 
history of the world. to Mr. Morley'. philosophic mind. is only an 
.. empire of swagger !'"""""'im empire whose growth be deplores, but which 
'he cannot restrain I In the seven ye..,s during which this great Irish 
agitation has iBBted. and during the latter portion of which Mr. Morley 
and his friends have been endeavouring to get rid of Ireland, we have 
.1Idded to the dominions of the Queen a population .. large as that of 
Ireland, and an area. twenty times as grea.t. He cannot prevent the tree 
from branching. but he would. if he could, injure the trunk and strike • 
fatal blow at the root. The issues which yon are called upon to decide 
..are momentous: they involve the principles of our national existence. 
Apply the policy which thsss m.n edTocate in Ireland to the government 
of our great dependency of India. They seem, from signs which have 
:rccently been ma.nifest. Dot disinclined to do so; and if they succeed, I 
'will venture to predict that in a fsw years the ord.red peaee of 250.000.000 
.of our fellow subjects will give way to the anarchy of the empire of the 
Moguls. or to the gospel of plund.r that W88 preaehed by the Mahratta 
.hi.ftsins. It is not, belisve ms. a policy of Homs Rule olone that ws 

.. have to resent and to resist-it is & policy ot univ.rs&l disintegrstion. ~ 
haTe eou.6.dence that the people of this oountry. when its aim and object 
are mode .lear to them-with their old characteristic •• their pride and 
resolution, and power and stubbom resistance, which has carried them 
.through so many arises and so many dangers-will come out of the 
.difficultiss by which they may now he .... i1.d. and will maintain int&et 
.and und.liIed ths splendour of an empire which it has eost much to ...u.; 
but which is still worthy of all the sacrifices that its sons may make." 

Kome Bule Dead.-At a dinn.r given by the Lib.ral Union Club 
-to Mr. T. W. RusseJI., M.P .• in June. 1891. Mr. Chamb.rlain spoke as 
follows: "I said the other day that Home Rule was as dead as Queen 
Anne. That remark has been the cause of some little miSApprehension. 
lt is very hard upon us that we have to find intelligence for our opponents, 
hut I nsed .earcely point out to you that, olthongh I said Home Rul. was 
.dsed. I did not say that the Gledstouiaus had buri.d it. (Laughter.) 
-on the oontrary. I am psrfsctJyready to ... knowl.dge that th.y .tiI1 carry 
the corpse in front of their army, jost as, in ages long gone by, ~baroQS 
.na.tiona mad to carry the body of some decease~ saint or warrior. But 
th.y cannot restore the corpse to life. They may. if thsy pl ..... inscribe 
the name of Home Rule upon their banners. although, 88 we have seen. 
:they .om.tim .. drop it out of thsir programm.; but th.,. are pertectly 
well aware that Hom. Rule has eeased to be a question of p .... tieaJ 
polities. I do not belisve for & moment that th.y are ignorant of tho 
ilopolessnsee of ths task which they prof ... to b. able to aceomplish. D 



LOllD BANilOLPIICIIUBCHILL. 

LORD RANDOLPH CHURCHILL. 
(18409·1 

479 

Early Elev&tion.-Lord Randolph Henry Churcbill i ... cond son 
.,f the .. venth Duke of Marlborough, who was Lord Lieuteo&nt of 
lre1and in the Beaconefield Administration. He was first returned to 
the Honse of Commons for the family borough of W ~toek in 1874, and 
occupied the seat continuonsly 1IIltil 1885. when he was ele~ted for South 
Paddington. In the eame year he had the boldness to contast Mr. 
Bright'. seat for the central division of Birmingham, and aetnslly polled 
4216 votas against the popular trib1lIle'. 491:!9. Ho made himself promi
nent, during Mr. Gladstone' •• eeond Administration, by frequent attacks 
.and criticisms on the Ministerial policy, and his independent course 
frequently embsrraseed the leaders of bis own perly, wbo yet fonod him, 
altogether, a most nssful anxilisry. He was the leader, also, of the little 
knot of members. sitting below the gangway on the Conservative side of 
the house, to whum the name of "the Fourth Farly" was ghoen.,. On 
the formation of a Government by Lord Salisbmy in J noe, 1885, Lord 
Randolph was appointed Secretary for Ind!a. with a seat in the Cabinet, 
to which h. had attained at the 1IIlusnslly early age of thirty.aiL In 
the following year he became Chancellor of the Exchequer and lead.r of 
the House of Commons. 

Bhetoric &Dtl F&et.-On the third reading of the Irish Laud Bill 
(July 29, 1881) Lord Randolph Churchill hed propoeed ... amendment, 
in a speech to which Mr. Gladstone thus replied: U I "have no intention of 
dering any detailed reply to the spe.ch. of the noble lord the member for 
Woodstock, Dor to enter into any detailed discussion of the amendment of 
which he has given notice. That amendmeJ;lt, in fact, admits of being 
dealt with, from my point of view t in a very convenient and summary 
manner. It contains six propositions, some of them negative and some of 
th.m affirmative; sod my humbl. method of disposing of tbet amendment 
is this. I will take all the negative propositions and conv.rl them into 
affirmatives, and then take all the a.fIirm&tive propositions and convert them 
into n.gati.... By this most expeditious proc ... I find that the am.nd
ment, so mod.ilied, becomes an adequate and satisfactory vehicle of my own 

. cre.d. The speech of the noble lord does not admit of b.ing dealt with 
Ciuite 80 briefly. It was a speech eminently representative of the opinions 
and methods of the noble lord. It abounded in declamatory invective, of 
a large portion of which I h&d the honour &D.d· distinction of being the 
object. There are in creation certain small animals whose office it is to 
bite, whbh are able to produce a sense of irritation in the victim i and 
there are other small &nimals whose office it is to bite, but who do Dot 
even produce in the victim the sensation that he is actually bitten.. 
(Laughter.) I must say, 88 far 88 & comparison ean be made, that the 
epcecb of the noble lord reminde m. rather of the .econd clas. of animal 

• See p. 63. 
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than of the first. One connsel I beg to give to the noble lord, and tbat is 
to keep to rhetoric. of. whi~h at his time of life he is no inconsiderable 
master; and, above all thinga, to esche .. fact. 11 he dOO8 that. I bave no 
doubt he will do extremely well; for rhetoric and declama.tion are a.rte. 
in whioh it is not difficult to excel, provided yon can eecape from th .. 
fetters and servitude which are imposed upon 0. man by & rigid adherence 
to matters of fact." N otwilhetanding thia onslaught, Mr. Gladstone in 
the following year made a kindly reference to hia young antagonist. 
Lord Randolph bad been abeent from Parliament for aome montha on 
acconnt of ill-health, and on hia ... torn, when he resumed hia former 
practice of putting troubleaome questiona, the Prime Minister, replying 
to one of them, aaid he was very glad to see the questioner again in hia. 
pi .... 

YOllth.-In 1883, when entertained at Edinburgh by the young mOll 
of the University Conservative Association, Lord Randolph, in the course· 
of a speech to them, remarked: n Youth appears on some occasions to. 
excite among those who do Dot p088888 it all the worst passions of human 
ilature. But we may, I think, cbaae away theee somewhat depreasing 
refle.tions by remembering that. ·youoh is a calamity which grows less 
bitter and less poignant 88 years go by; that time is on our side. and 
that, by the sheer and simple prace .. of living and enrvivel, we too mus~ 
approaeb the summit of the waves." 

An Encouragement_ - Early in June, 1885, Lord Randolph 
Churchill (himself an Oxford man) was invited to Cambridge to preside 
at a dinner of the University Carltoll Club, and, in making the speach 
of the evening, he said: co It may not be uninteresting to many of yoU 
to know that the Cambridge Carlton bad ·a verr remarkable elfe.t on 
my own political career, whatever it is, and such as it has been.. There 
was a time last yesr when it happened to me to be _ed in something 
partaking of the natura of a strnggla-at any rater-in If dilf .... nC8 of 
opinion-with men of gMat position, greet reaponsibility,' and gree~ 
experience, as to the form which modem Consenative· palitical 0rganisa
tion ought to take. Well, that dilfe ... nC8 of opinioa at 0Il8 time became 
.. ery sharp, and I did not know wbat the result of it might be ~ and I was 
getting e.t ... maly anxious, more for the sake of the Conesrvativa party 
than for my own &ake. But this matter had .tt...cted a greet deal of 
publio attention; and one evening I eame home lrom the House of 
Oommons very anxious and rather disuouraged, because at the House 
of CommOll8, among people whom I ought to look upon .. my politi.a! 
friends, I bad met Ilothing hul gloemy loeka, and I felt very much 
inclined to retire from the game, thinking I was doing more harm than 
good; and rather-to use a slang upreasion-cul the whole concern ... 
However, wben I amved at my house .. -I found there waiting for me 
a depumtion from the University Carlton-three gentleman_ ThaT 
oODveyed to me an expression of entire sympathy and agreement from 
this club with the Tiewa wbi.h I had than put forth, and they invited me 
to a bauquet to be held in thio town under the anspi ... of this club_ 
I do 110t think you can imagine the elf .. t that axpMaaion of sympathy 
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and that cordial invitation 'had upon me at the time. Before I -reeei.ved it, 
I felt that I was very young, very inexperiEmeed, and very much alone, 
and I did not how to what extent any portion or fraction of publio 
opinion might be ,nth me. But the expression of opinion from your club 
filled me wit]1 hopp.8 that, after aU. I was not going 80 very far wrong; that 
I might .till pel'BOvere a little longer; and, though I was not able at that 
time to come to the banquet to which I was invited, still I did persevere; 
everything came all right, everything BOttled down, both to the harmony 
and, I think, to the advantage of the Tory party. That w .. to my mind, 
&8 far as I was concerned. and must always be, a most interesting and 
memorable incident. It was an encour.agement from youth to youth." 

Criticisms as a !'ree Lance.-At a meeting at Bow to celebrate 
an anniversary of the Tower Hamlets Oonservative Association (June 8, 
1885), Lord Randol'(lh Churehill, in proposing the to .. t of the evening, 
made a very characteristic speech. In the course of it he said, alluding 
to the fact that the meeting wae held on the Epeom Derby day: .. I 
cannot help t.hinking that the occasion on which we are met is strikingly 
indicative of the change., which has come over the Tory party. I imagine 
that. a generation ago, the Tory party woold to-day have gone to the Derby. 
But. owing to the exigencies of the time, we have a.ltogether ceased to be 
a party of pleasnre or" amusement; we have become a serious and earnest 
political party. thoroughly democratic -in it.a nat1ue, and we occupy 0Ul'

sel ... on this Derby evening by consideriug the prospecta of our party 
and the condition of our country. I feel little doubt myself that, in
contrast with our present occupation, the entire Radical party is at the 
preseJlt moment. returning in a state of' more or Jess exhilaration from 
Epsom Downs." (Laughter.) He went on to criticise the then e:s:isting 
Government, and to say: "Let me draw your attention to Ireland. How 
many policies have Mr. Gladstone's Government successively tried in 
Ireland P Their first policy w .. that they would, for the government 
of Ireland, rely upon the good sen.e and loyalty of the Irish poople. 
Their .econd policy w .. to auspend the Habeae Corpus Act. Their 
third policy waa to .. tablish a new tenure of land. Their fourth 
policy was to arre.t Mr. Parnell, and to suppreaa the Land League. Their 
fifth policy w .. to make a treaty with Mr. Parnell, and to revive the Land 
League under the name of the N ationa! League. Their sixth poliey w .. 
to alter dangerously and prodigiously the criminal proeedure in Ireland, 
Their BOventh policy".. to enfnanchise 700,000 of the 1rieh peaaanta, 
Their eighth policy w.. to abolish the constitutional liberti.. of the 
700,000 ppasanta whom they had enfnanchiaed. _ Their ninth policy-<md 
DOW I am coming to the time when these policies have not lasted for 
months, but have ouly laated, literally, for houre-their ninth policy was 
not to abolish the constitutional liberti.. of the 700,000 enfnanehised 
peaaanta, but to grant Home Rule, and to establish a new land law for 
Ireland. Their tenth policy w .. that they decide to abolish-or t.hey are 
about to decide, perhaps I should be more correct in saying-the con
stitutional liberties of the 700,000 enfranchised peasante for one year more; 
thet they would not at the present moment grant Home Rule, but that 

I I 
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they would pretend to try to establish a tota.lly ne .. land law for Ireland. 
Now, these are the ten policies by which in the short space of less than 
fi.e years her Majesty's Government have attempted to govern Ireland; 
and I defy any single person to make even B specnlatioD. as to which of 
these ton policie. tho Liberol party will adopt, if you give them a majority 
at the next election. Well, on the tenth policy-you recollect what that 
was P-her Majesty's Government are not altogether agreed; there is a 
little di1ference of opinion, and we are informed it is to be settled 
tG-morrow.U After similar comments on the conduct of the Govemment 
in other direetions, the spolLker asked what was the generol resnlt of.tho 
ten distinct policlos in Irola.nd, eighteen in Egypt, and nine distinct 
policies in Centv&! Asia. 

Large Latitllde,-5hort!y after becoming a Cabinet Minister, Lord 
Randolph, being .. ked in the House of Commons whether he adhered to 
eertain views on Irish policy which he had expressed in Edinburgh many 
months before, gavo the following rejoinder: •• That speech was made 
lleerly two years ago, &nd I CSllDot be perfectly certain os to the &Ceuracy of 
the report. But I neither withdraw nor apologise for anything I have ever 
Mid at any time; believing, &e I do, thotoverythiug I have &sid at any time 
was perfectly justified by the special cireumstonc .. of that time, and by 
iha amount of information which I may have had at that time in my 
possession." (Laughter and cheers.) 

.An Appeal to the Whigs,-In addreasing a Conservative meeting 
.at Sheffield (Sept. 4,1885), Lord Randolph referred to the tone of spee.h .. 
made hy Lord Hartington Slld other members of the Libev&! party, Slld in 
the course of hiB obsen'l1.tions said: co I want to know wbat is the differ .. ' 
·enes between an ordinary political speech and an olectioneering speech. 
Lord Hartington is & man of great experience and common sense, and 
when he aayo he is going to m&ke a political speech, and not an electioneer_ 
ing speeoh, it is perfectly evident that he is :reserving fop a fn~e occasion 
.a speoch of a totaUy different tone and quality, and thot h. will reserve 
eontroversial topios till the ganev&! election tILk .. p..... What does thot 
mean P That is ca.lled in vulgar langusgo the poli<>y ·of the 'jumping 
""t.' • • When I vosd over that speech, the first question I asked myself 
was, Wh,. does Lord Hartington oppose Lord Salisbury's Government P 
Because there W881l0t a word. which showed the faintest s'bred of differ
en.e of political principle between Lord Hartington and those who are now 
respOIl8ible Ministers of the Crown. . . I, 88 oue who has recently 
devoted much study to the subject in common with others, cannot refrain 
from .. ying to Lord Hartington. having rosd his speech and having 
otudird it, something to this oJI .. t: 'If this is roa.IIya.ll thot you can bring 
Y01l1'Self.,to utter on political questions, yon cannot indicate auy difference 
of political prinoiples betwOOD yourself ond your friends lind the Govern
ment which is DOW in power. If. on the contrary, you .. are absolutely 
compeUed by tbe honesty of your nature to indicate the strongest 
possible difference of political principle with a certain section of th& 
Libev&! party with whom for years yon have hopelessly and vainly tried 
to ogres, then I say thet you have no longer the right, os a patriot and as 
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" citizen, to oppose the Government and the party simply on the 
gronnd of certein old antiquated names which .... e the relics of 8D e!fete 
oontroversy. And if Lord Hartington, as time goes on and as the 
general election approaches, finds himself still unable-to esca.pe from those 
vague generalities on political questions, still DDSbJe to express anrthlng 
but the strongest possible disagreement with Mr. Chamber1siu and his 
following, then I say to him and his friends and his following, words 
which were said to men two thousand yea.rs ago nearly. who were destined 
to become greet political guides-I 8&y to Lord Ha.rtiogton, and I 881 to 
hls friends •• Come over and help us.' I' 

The Appeal Bejected.-This invitation to Lord Hartington was 
shortly after commented. upon by the latter with some severity, and this 
led Lord Randolph, at an election meeting in Manchester in t·he following 
November, to rejoin as follows: "Lord Hartington permits himself 
contempt in deaJing with what he calls the new Conservative. The noble 
lord lives in .. very fragile glass house, and, B8 he has permitted himself 

, to throw stoDes at me, I will proceed with your permission to smash some 
m. his panes. Lord Ha.rtington says the D8W Conservatives, or Tory 
demoeracy, beve no political principle. Wbet politico! principle has the 
Marquis of Hertiogton P Lord Ha.rtington sa1" he will hold himself 
free to support in 1887 what he eonsidered he onght to oppose in 1886. 
That is political prineiple ! . '. The proof that office is his only .im is 
the fact that he continues to swoUlow doggedly, bit by bit. oUl the great 
morsels of the political programme whieh Mr. Chamberlain ehucks at 
him. (Laughter.) He swo11owo it oUl, thougb the food is perhaps tbe moot 
D&useating that could poasibly be supplied to any politici.... Did any of 
you ever go on 8. particular day to the Zoological Ga.rdens P H you go 
there, :you may beve the good fortune to observe the feeding of the boa 
constrictor. which isaupplied "itha fa.t duck or a. rabb~t: H you are lucky 
and potient. and if the boa eonemetor is hnngry. you may be oble to 
trace the progress of the duek or the rabbit down hie throot, and &!l &long 
the convolutiona of his body. Just in the -same W&1. by metaphor and 
anoUogy, tbe Englioh pnblie can trace the digestion and the deglutition 
by the Marqoie of Hartington of the various morsels of the Chamber1siu 
programme whieh from time to time ore handed to bim; and tbe only 
difference between the boa constrictor and the Marquis of Hartington is 
this-the boa eonstrietor enjoys his faod and thrives on it, and Lord 
Hartington loathes his food. and it makes him sick." 

The Kival VersioDS.-Lord R. Churehill said, in addreesing .. 
meeting during his candidature for Mid.Birmingham in opposition to 
Mr. Bright (October, 1885): "Mr. Gladstone .. Ohort time ago isoued an 
addreso to the eleetors of Midlothian. It was a very long addreas, bnt it 
1fB8 also aD obscure address, and the consequence is that it has had many 
commentators, who have added to its obsourity, a.nd, like all commentators, 
they beve quarroUled dreadfully among esch other, and beve fought over 
this address like a pack of hungry wolves over a. bone. You have now 
before you three versione of the addre .. Mr. Gladstone bas ploead before 
the country. You have the authorised Tersio~. 88 it left the pen of Mr. 

I I 2 
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Gladstone, then you have the ... vised vemon according to Mr. Goachen, 
and then you have tbe apoeryphal .... the uniuepired version-(1aughter)
which is promnIgated hy Mr. Chamberlain and Sir CharI .. Dilke. That 
is a very haJlIing and confusing state of things, but it is nothing to what 
is to com., hecanoe Mr. Gladstone by.and.bye will proooed to Midlothian, 
and then be will explain the authorised v8nion. But Mr. Gladstone's 
e:r.plo.nation of the authorised Tersion will be immediately followed by Ml\ 
Goschen's eX]llanation of Mr. Gladotooe's explanation of th. revised 
vemon according to Mr. Goscben; and that will b. again-and I BBk you 
to follow me very cl ... ly h.re-that will be again immediately followed, 
.... p.rhaps accompanied, by Mr: Chamberlain's .,.planation and Sir 
Obarl .. Dilke's e>planation of Mr. Goschen's .X]llanation of Mr. Glad. 
at""e's .X]llanation of the apocryphal or uninspired version promulgated 
by Mr. Chamb.rlain and Sir CharI .. Dilke. I think you will agree with 
me that that is a very puzzling and exaoperating state of things." 

Grounds of BesignatioD.-AfJ. the opening of tha oeeeion in 
January, 1887, Lord Randolph Churchill entered into an e>pIanation of 
the reasons which had induced him. a few weeks before, to resign his 
office .. Chancellot of the Exchequer, putting it on the ground of th. 
refusal of his colleaguee to reduce the eetimstes for the coming year. In 
th. conroe of his speech h. said: .. My right honourable friends (th. 
Ministers for Wor and for the Admiralty) will fnlly confirm me in tbis
that th. only requeet which I mad. was that they should make & sensible 
and apprSciable .!fort, whioh shonId be e>p_ in pounds, shillings, and 
pence, to l'etum, 01' to make a commencement to return, to a more normal . 
e>p.nditur. for military and navel purpusss. I named no figure, I ears
fnlly avoided it. I left th. amount .ntirely to th. discmtion and judg. 
ment and superior knowledge of my right honourable friends. In my 
mind-and I may. have mentioned it easually in oonvel'8&tion, without 
insisting upon it-I thought that. reduction of £1,000,000 in the time of 
peec., upon the naval and military e>p ...... of the country, would haft 
been an ad.quate and aatisfactory reduction, but mY' oight.hononreble 
fri.nds know perfectly well that I shonId not have mods any obetinate 
quarrel about £100,000, £200,000, or even £300,000. In fact, I really 
believe, if. the worst came to the wont, I should have 'been satisfied with 
a reduction of half a million. (Laughter.) It was only when I found, from 
the vi .... which my right hononrsble friends took of the position, that 
they were absolutely unable to make even the commencement of an eftort 
to return to a more normal .tate of 9X]lOnditnre-it was only then, Sir, I 
WIllI foreed by a power gmater than party ties-forced by what I said in 
th. country, forc.d· by the knowl.dge I acqnired at th., Treasnry_ 
offer my resignation to Lord Salisbury.1I 

The l'rilD1'Ose I.eague.-In a speech in Loudon in April, 1885, 
Lord R&ndolph (on. of the found ... of this movement) said: .. I ha ... 
often been .. ked tl •• queetion, • What is th. Primrose League P' Radi.als 
have asked. it with tha.t derision which conceals annety. Conservatives 
have BBked me the qu •• t.ion, with tl •• hope that I might be able to inform 
them that it will be • powerful adjunct to our party forces. My lords 
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ana gentlemen, the Prim ..... League, to give it the best aelinitioll which 
GCCurs to me. is • transformation into political energy of the emotions 
which WIm! .roneea by Lord. Beaeonsfield's death, and the selltiments 
whioh an! excitea by tbe knowledge of his career. Those emotiollS ana 
theee aentimenta we,., displayed with extraordinary force by the 
spont&neous determination of great numbers of people to commemorate 
the anniversary of the 19th of April by the wearing of the primrose. It 
WIllI Ilot the work of any political organisatiOll. It was Ilot suggested by 
any leading st:atesmau, or any powerful newspaper. It was DOt confiDed 
to the wcalthy and the great; 011 the COlltrary, it ........ ntially among 
the masses of the people that the phenomenon was shown. It was., as it 
were, a mysterious, magnetic thrill which caused thousands of English 
hesrte to resol .. that, 011 every recurring 19th of April. they would 
display to the world their knowledge of a great man's life, and their 
faith in the excel1ence of his parliamentary and ministerial d..a. ... 

BevolUtiOll&ry :E'orcea.-Lord. Randolph thllS spoke at a political 
meeting at Neweast!e.oll-Tyne, Oct. 22, 1887: "Depend npon it that 
the moment those revolutionary forces, which must exist in aU great 
communities, escape from control. tlie moment they have reason to believe 
that any large proportion of public opinion, or any important political 
party, will tolerate or eICIlSO or jllStify the cIieord.er that they canse, than 
you may ha oertain that the ann of British wealth and British commercial 
prosperity will rapidly deelillS. The queetion is, Will tha democracy of 
England be quick enough to cIiaoern the danger, and guard. against it, 
while there is yet time P I have nO scruple myself. in confessing before 
this meeting thet I am otartled and alarmed at the adhesion which the 
majority of the electo .. of Newcast1e, and generally speaking, I regeet' 
to os,., of the Ilorth of England, ha.. given to the Repeal of the U uion. 
It may be that onr exuberant wealth, 0"" boUllding prosperity in tim .. 
not long ago, onr rapid &nIlSutions of territory and aequisitiOllS of 
empire, our measureless eommel'C8, our proud mariDe-it may be that all 
th... peesessiOllS, all this hoarding np of treasure, have blllllted the 
perceptions and dulled the energies of our :race, and have led us to believe 
that we may Iigbtly acqui .... in any political experiment or any organic 
ehange. Yet snrely there are moments when we mllSt reslise that 
Eogland, IIlIlTOllIlded as she is by mighty States disposing of coloeeal 
armies, is not invulnerable; that her I6801ll'eeB are not jDAIblUJ.Stible j 
and that there is no certainty that her empire will last for ever and for 
aya. 1 know not what may be the fate of the British Empire. All I 
know is that, in history, other empires 88 great and as wide 88 yours have 
waxed. have waned, and have faded away. Other Slates .. powerful ana 
u wealthy 88 yOUl'!I have risen, and have stmk into the ocean of the past j 
and it may be that the time is inscribed on the book of F.te when the bney 
marts, the crowded streets, the buotling factori .. of this living city shall 
be as desolate as the ruinB of Thebes, ana .. silent and monmfuJ. as the 
eonrts of the palaces of the Mogel- I know not, and who 1Irill dare to 

• Compare with Disraeli, p. 52 .. 
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pronoun ... P .But of this I am .ure-that, if such is the inevitable fata of 
the British Empire. history will indisputabl;r declare that the knen of our 
glory and our might w .. earlie.t toned on the da;r when the people relaxed 
their firm grip of the noble principle of onion, and foebl;r and fatall;r 
followed the broad and downward path of .eparation; on the da;r whe .. 
popular cowardice was substituted for civic cour&e.OO8; when surrender to 
rebellioD. treason, and seditiOn was disguised under the specious pretexts. 
of conceeoion. con.iliation, philantbrcp;r. and the rights of man; when 
order. 1&w, and loyalty and authority were no longer the watchwords of the
community, no longer the bulwarks of the State!· 

•• ,T017 Democracy. "-The following remarks were made in an 
addreaa to a Conaervative Club in Birmingham, April 9. 18R8, .. I cannot. 
but feel that we ha", at laot rea1ieed, or nearl;r relilised. what w .. HOmlt 
;r&Bre .go apparently onI;r a dream-the dream of Tory dem .. rac;r. Yon 
remember with what scoffs and aeornings and meers the phrase Tory 
democracy was received, when I first made use of it in the House of 
Commono in the year 1883. Nothing was too bad, too taunting. too 
ludi.rous or ab.urd to apply to the idea, or to those who dared to 8118Ia;n 
it. You in Birmingham were the firet publi.ly to ..... iate youraelveo 
with the policy whi.h is .ontained in the phrase; mel, after all, what is
Tory democracy P People have often written to ask me what it is. end 
I have ¥waya declined to give them any answer. But now I don't mind, 
under present circumstances, giving an answer, and I will describe Tory 
demo.racy. Tory demo.raoy is a demo.raoy whieh supports the Tory 
party-(laughter end .hcera)-hut with thia important qwiliJie&tion, thet 
it supports a Tory party Dot from mere ca.price, not from momentary 

> disgust or indignation with tha reeults of Radieali .... but hecause it 
belisves. by e'Perien.e and by knowledge, in the ex.ellen.e and the 
soundness of true Tory principles. But Tory demoo .... y involv .. &Bother 
idea. of equal importance; it involves the idea of a Government who, in all 
branches of their polioy and in all features of their administratiou, are 
animated b;r lofty and liberal id.... Thet is Tory demooracy." 

WILLIAlI HENRY SMITH. 
(1825-1891.) 

The Ckeat .. Smith&r7." - The Rigllt Hon. William Henry 
Smith. Firat Lord of the Tre&oury in Lord Salisbury's Government, end 
a1eo leader of the Houss of Commona. w .. head of the well·known firm of 
newspapor agents, &0., 88 to whom it was said long ago by Sir J amea 
Stephen, at the time of the doveloplll8llt ,of railway book-stalla, thet 
the whole trade was turning into a II Smithery." He was brought 
forward as a candidate for W .. tminoter in 186.5. but. failing on thet 
o .... ion. was .u ..... flll against Mr. J oho Stuart Mill in 18tl8. He 
oontinued to sit for W .. tminoter UIltn 1885. when he was retumed for 
the Strand division. He took olli .. under Mr. pi.rasli in 1874 && 

Finaneiel Secretary of the Treasury. oftorward. beooming Firat Lord of 
the Admiralty. and. later. Seeretary of State for War. resigning the latter 
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portfolio in 1887 for tho First Lordohip of tho Treasury. His dooth 
while otill oceupp.og this om .. , and tho Ioodership of tho Houoo of 
OommODS, was regretted by all partioo. . His widow W88 raiood to tho 
}lOOl'8!l'l as V"lSCOUDtooo Hambleden. 

A Ifota.ble Victory.-In July, 1870, Mr. W. H. Smith signalised 
himself by obtamiog a victory againct the then powerful Govornmont of 
Mr. Gladstone, on & question of popular rights. He proposed a motion 
condelll11iDg the erection of &11y public omcoa on that part of tho Them .. 
Embaokment which W88 resel"V1l<l to tho Cro ..... and had bOO11 reclaimed 
from the river at the cost of the ratepayers of the metropolis. The 
motion was carried by 156 to 106, many of tho Primo Ministor's ard011t 
Bupporters withdrawing from him. on the occasion. 

DebteB on the AddresB.-Mr. W. H. Smith, in giving a notice 
respecting the new Procedure Rulas (Feb. 17,1887), said: .. I hoyo ouly 
to point to tho nnmhor of da,.. that tho discussion upon tho Addre .. has 
this session already occupied, to bring home to every honourable member 
a sense of tho necessity for the imposition of some restraints upon the 
prolongation of debate. We are now in the fourth week of the present 
session, and we have been debating the Address over sixteen Bitting days 
of Parliament. I will state to the House the number of days occupied in 
tho discussion of the AddruBS in past years. In the first .... iOll of 1880, 
folU' sitting days were occupied in the discussion of the Address, and in 
the second session one day; in the session of 1881. eleven days, and of 
1882, six daye; the .... ion of 1688·84, ten days, and of 1884, eight da,..; 
1~-85. nine days; in the first session of 1886, five days; and in the 
second session ten days were so occupied. Under those circumstances I 
think the B;ouse will admit that .it is nece88&ry' it should impose BOme 
restraint upon itself in the tranBSetion of affairs. I dareooy it may be 
said that I hove, individnally, opposed the reatrictiona which are now 
sought to ho impoood. That, as it appears to mo, does not enter into the 
conaideration of this question at all. A.a I have said, I make this proposal 
to the H011B8 with a oonse of humiliation, but I sdmit its absolute nscesaity. 
1 feel that nothing short of tho couroo now proposed will .. ve tho HOllSO 
from that which is virtually oolf-dustrnction, and tho abrogation of the 
duti .. which belong to it as the Parliament of tho United Kingdom." 
The new rule., including an amended form of the cl_, were oventnally 
earned. 

Obstruction ana II Avowed' Enemies."-In the House of 
Commons on th.24th of April, 1687, Mr. Smith (Firat Lord of tho Treosuryl. 
was asked whether he had used certain expressions, such as II avowed 
enemies of Engla.ud,at in letten sent by his secretaries to local Conserva_ 
tive bodies. In reply he said: II I have not seen the letter, but I am not 
prepared to .. y thst the purport is that from which I desire to withdraw. 
I am entitled. Sir, and honourable gentlemen are entitled. to have my own 
opiniona as to the choracter of tho procesdings in Parliament, and the 
discussions which may. in my judgment, arrive at & point where obstruc
tion might result from it. Whether it is unconstitutional obstruction or 
not, depends entire1y on tho judgment of Parliam011t, and tho judgment of 
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honourable gentlemen who may agree with or dilfer from that opinion; 
but I may say this for myeelf, that I think the ...... rd of Parliament baa 
eeldom preaented, if it baa ever preaented, a conditIon of affairs aneb aa 
that at wWeh we have now arrived, DDder .. Weh the pnhlie buain ... of 
the CODDITy baa been deJayTd and frustrated, and the public intereeta 
endangenld. Whether that be an DDeonstitutionaJ obelrnetion or not, is 
for the eonnlTy and for the puhJie judgment to d .. ide. I am aaked 
whether the expression about the • avowed enemies' of England is ODe 

.. Wch I am prepared to aclmowledge. I do not wieh, Sir, to apply 
opitheia if it is possible to avoid them; but if hononrable gentlemen avow 
themseJvee to be the enemi.. of England, it is, I thlnk, not altogether 
und .. irable that that fact ahonld have attention drawn to it. I am again 
aaked, sa load .. of the Bonae, wheth .. I will caJJ attention to obelTDetion 
when I deem it to be ohalrnction. I will as far as, in my judgment, it is 
wiea and advisable to do so; and I shall seek to eurciae the po ...... wWeh 
the Bouee haa put in the hands of members of the Bonee in order to 
prevent obetmction; but I must have regard aIao to the fact that, by 
repeatedly drawing attention to obelTDction, I may be myTeJf contribnting 
to that terrible evil, wWeh I fear threatens the Parliamentary inBtitutiona 
of tWo country.· 

Much Speaking.-Mr. W. H. Smith further illustrated the growth 
of obelTDctinn by 80me remarks in • speech at Dnncaater, Dec. 5, 1887. 
Referring to the history of the previoue seaoion, he adduced ths following 
figures: .. The Bonee eat 160 dsys, or 1453 hODl"ll. The number of 
speech .. made by Radicals and Parue\lites waa 7368, averaging forty.two· 
speech .. for each Pamellite and nineteen speechea for every Gladstonian 
Liberal. The.. were 3590 Co ....... ative speech.. and 552 Liberal. 
Unionist speeches; eo thet the Opposition spoke 7368 tim.., while the 
M"miaterial party, who had to answer them, only spoke 4100 times. The 
Parnellites and GIadatoDi.." we .. about three ... veotbe of the Bonae of 
Commons, and the Unionist and Conservative party were lour-sevenths. 
The three-aeveothe had 7300 speeches; the four.ee_tho had 4100 
speech... In other words, the average number of speech.. of each 
member of the Opposition .... twenty.nine, ineludiog Gladatonians and 
LiberaJa, while the average speech.. for the Go.ernment side of the 
Bonse were tan. Und ... th ... circumstances, it waa impossible for the 
Government to carry throngh all the bueineas ... Web the country 
demanded. The...... another form of obelrnction, which found ..... t 
in breaking the rol .. of the Bonae; and the consequence was that members 
of the Opposition were caJJed to order 612 tim .. by the Speaker and the 
Chairman during the last aeesion, while onI7 on sixty.four oecaaions were 
th_ who supported her Majeaty's Government caJJed to ord .... • 

Defence of .. Seooni Clur.mb ..... -In March, 1683, Mr. Lobou • 
• here brought forward one of Wo fraquent JIl1)lions. ageinst the Bonae of 
Lords, this time condemDing the prineiple .. thet BUy pereon should be & 

member of on. Bonae of the LegiaJature b7 right of birth.» Be argued. 

• Ses p. 68. 
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th.t a second Obs.mb"" was USel888. because if it agreed with ths othsr 
Chamber it was DOt wanted; and if it disagreed, it was pernicious. Mr. 
W. H. Smith (First Lord). in th. coures of the clisc1lSSion which .usued. 
remarked that '" When the mover of the resolution declared that the 
'House of Lords was absolutely needless because the House of Commons 
-was the centre of gravity~ he argued for the constitution of a sort of 
convention which would have the power of passing measul'eS with the 
"utmost rapidity. Very few people, hOW8'fer Radical. their principles, would. 
:seriously approve of entmating the vital interests of. the nation to such 
...,. ass.mbly. It could not be too often repeated that th. ..cond 
Chamber existed 88 B check against ill...consideTed legislation. As suml, 

it was doubtless ca.pable of being reformed; but the reform to be suc
cessful must be inaugurated by its.lf. &Ild th. Governmeut would. 
welcome any changes which, without being revolutiOnary, would enable 
th. Honae of Lorda th. bettsr to discharge its duties aa a branch of the 
Legieloture."-In th •• nd the motion waa n.gatived by 228 against 162. 

A Sa.rc .... m.-In M .... h. 1890. the Lunaey Cousolidation Bill, in 
"Which th.re w.re upwerds of 300 olano ... paased rapidly through com
,mtte. of th. House of Commous. the Chairman (Mr. Courtney) putting 
the clauses a Bcom or more at a time. Coming to the third reading 
-without ameudm.nt b.ing mede. Mr. J obn Morley intsrposed with the 
hops that the First Lord of th. Treasury would inform some of his friends. 
"Who w.re in th. hobit of saying that th. Opposition psrsistently obstructed 
public busin .... of tbe assisl&llce the Opposition bed just alI'ordad the 
Gov.rnm.nt. Mr. Smith csused much laughter by th. dryoesa of his 
'Teply: .. I shall cerl&iDly have great pleasure in communicating to my 
honourable fri.nds that th. Opposition have given th. greatest facility..,. 
:for passing a Lunacy Bill! " 

ARTIIUlI. JAMES BALFOUR. 
(1848.) 

A Scotch, ..... a Irish, Seerot....,..-Tb. Right Hon. Arthur 
~am •• Balfour (a n.ph.w of the Msrquis of Ss.li.burv) succ.eded Sir 
M. Hicks-Besch as Chi.f Secretary for Ireland in 1887. He .. t for 
H.rtford from 1874 to 1885. and in the latter year held ollice as Pr •• i
·d.nt of th. Local Governm.nt Boord. H. was returned for the esstsm 
division of M&Ilchoster in 1885. In 1886 h. beesm. S.cretary for Scot
land, with a seat in the Oabinet, which he retained on appointment 
to the Irish S.cret..ryship. On th. death of Mr. W. H. Smith in the 
autumn of 1891. Mr. Bs.lfour was appointed his .u ...... r as First Lord 
<>f t·h. Treasury and leeder of th. Hous. of Commons. 

lIIJ:a.inten ..... ce of the Law.-Mr. Balfour made the following 
zremaru at a CODv8rsazione of the Nonconformist and Unionist Alliance. 
May 8, 1889: II An interesting criticism is furnished by 8. phrase I fonnd 
in ... pesch of Mr. Gledslon.·s in 1870. Mr. Gladstone th.n •• plnin.d to 
the Honse of Commons that the best test and criterion of a civilised and 
Christian country w ... to be found in th. fect thot her Msj.sty·s p ..... 
able and well-conducted subjects are enabled to pnrsuo the ordinary 
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avocations of life with comfort and with confidence. Nobody pretends. 
for an instant that at this moment, still less a. year and -half ago, her 
Majesty's peaceable IloUd well·conducted subjects in Ireland are enabled. 
to pursue the ordinary avocations of life with comfort and with conti .. 
dence. It is certain. therefore, that since the year 1870 something has 
ve'Y matsrially cbanged. Either it is Christianity or it is Mr. Gladst<me. 
• • Our conroe appssre te be perfectly clear. H some one endowed 
with a p.rf.ct insight inte futurity wero te tell me thet in three or four 
years' time, or whenever the next general election happens, a large 
Separatist majority would be return.d; that that Separatiot majority 
could be found te agree upon & Bill; that, having been able te ogre .. 
upon a Bill, thoy w.re able te p ... it through ·tho Honee of Commoua;: 
that, having p .... d it through the HoU&8 of Commons, th.y were able te 
paes it through thellouas of Lords; aed that th.mo", in five yeara' time, 
or thereabouts, Home Rula ... ould be ... tsblish&d, I should require ve'Y 
sp ... i&l goarante ... as te tho credibility of my wi_. But if I believed 
him, I should not altor my conduct by one iots. (Ch&Brs.) Evo'Y 
day and eve'Y hour in which .... streteh the .troug arm of the la ... tc 
protect the weak in Ireland, is a day and an hour gained. And if I ",ere 
•• rtain that evexything .... had done te maintain the Empire were d ... tined 
te crumble inte the dust, that our .fI'orts ",.re te b. vain, and that it 
would be our hard fat. te look hack upon y&ar& spent in attempting te 
p ..... n. a count'Y that was determined te be IOBt, still I should not 
!egret fur ODe moment the efforts that we have made in the cause of law 
end order in Ireland. Th ... efl'orts are good and justifiable as a m.aus \G. 
an .nd, but thoy are .qually good and juotifiable in thomselv ... ; and of 
tbis, at all .v.nts, I am as certain as I am of any law which governs this . 
... orld-that whether Ireland is te be prosperous as & .. parat. counlxy • 
... h.ther she is te be prosperous .. a counlxy eonn ... ted by th ... shadowy 
ties of Homs Rul. te England which Mr. Gladstone desir .. , or wh.ther 
she is te be prosperous as an integral purl of the Empire, it can only be 
by obeying willingly the law .... hich .... are attempting at this moment tc 
enforce." 

A Defence of Pitt. - On a visit te Manohester te m&et his. 
constituents, in October, 1889, Mr. BalfolU' spoke 88 follows: It Epithets. 
have been hurled against Mr. PiU, the author of the Union-violent. 
and more 1Illited, I should "y, in their violen... te be applied to • 
living Chief S ... retsxy than te a dead Prime Minist..... But if Mr. 
Pitt could coms down te tell us ",hat h. thought of his political 
successors; if he could see the condition to which tho Gladstonian 
party h.. brought publio morality in England; if h. could sea the 
oonviotiOllS of a lifetime abandoned by a whol. political party in tha 
oonrss of twenty.four hours; if h. eould see tha' party caressing mea 
whom th.y had imprison&d, fawning upon th ... who had orually traduced 

• The aJlusion was more partioularly to • Z'OIIUlol'k made by Mr. Gladstone. in 
• (pubUabsd) letter to one of his frioods, ... tho .. ~ .. Pitt dioplayed 
in hill meaa1lf88 to aarr;r the 'Union. 
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them; if he could .. e public life degradad by a method of gaining votoa. 
which considers nothing more than the temporary success of the election. 
which panders to every fault of the constituency-would he not say that, 
at all events, it was :far better to corrupt 8. few venal plaeemen in oarryWg 
the Union. than to destroy thet Union by debouching half a nation P As 
a party ma.n I do not object-I ought rather to rejoice--tlt seeing our 
opponents plunge themselves deeper and deeper in the course they have 
commenced; for I do not believe that polltie.al. power em perma.nently 
belong to any party in the country who show themselves indifferent to. 
those f1ID.d.amental principles on which every civilised soeiety rests. I 
mo~ indeed,. over the evils which even their temporary success may 
bring upon us; but I am convineed that victories bought at the price I have 
described are very dearly bought for th ... who hove gained them. I &Dl. 

perfectly certa.in that, if we pursue in the fntnre the policy of the ~ .. 
policy of solid reform, of a generous treatment of Irish difficulties, of afirm 
administration of Irish law; if we show a steady resolution to maintain 
the honout' of the country a.broad, a.nd at the sa.me time Dot to saerifie& 

. those great interests bound up with the ca.use of peace; whatever tempo--
ra.ry reverses the party may suffet', it is to us aud to us aloDe that the. 
people of this country will permanently confide the repository of power." 

"Shadowing" by the :Police.-In June, 1890, Mr. BaJ10ur was. 
the centre of some stormy p8SS&ges in the House of Oommons, arising 
ont of this subject. In &I1Bwer to Mr. J. O'Connor and Mr. T. Healy, he 
said that, in the ease of persons who were .. shadowed" by the police in. 
Ireland" some discretion was necessary ou the put of the constable. 
General-directions were given to the poliee how they should carry out 
this duty. As soon as those gentlemen who were U shadowed" would 
give an undertaking that they would abstain from the illegal practice. in 
which they were now employed, they would not be followed. by the police 
any longer.-Mr. H. Fowler: Will the rigM honourable gentleman say 
whether he haa consulted tho law officers .. to the legality of this 
practice P-Mr. Balfour: It is not usual to have a .... stated, nul .... 
there is some doubt .. to the legality of the course to be taken. I have taken 
peino to convince myself thet there is no doubt .. to the logality in this 
cas8, and therefore I have not made 8. formal request of tbe law officers' 
opiDion.-Mr. Healy, amid cries of U Order," asked whether it was part. 
of the instruction that the constable W88 to remain within earshot of the 
person whom he was to Ci shadow."-Ml". Balfour: No, Sir. I am desirous. 
of limiting, as far .. possible, this method of dealing with crime. I most 
gladly take advantage of any preaumption.-Mr. Dillon: You have n() 
right to speak of people .. being guilty of crime. (U Order !")-Mr. 
Balfour: I will gladly take advantage of any presumption thet persona 
are not engaged in those illegal practices; but, in view of tho terrible 
lIlIlfering ariaing from boycotting, this practice m1lllt be eontinued, if 
those persons will not give the underlia.king required.-Mr. Dillon: I 
hove a question on the paper, uking the Chief Secretary whetber he 
will order the police in Ireland to discontinue the system of ohodowing 
individua1s.-Mr. Balfour: I cannot deprive myself of the mean. of 
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dealing with and limiting the crime of boycotting and intimidation, and 
therefore I C&Illlot promiee that this shadowing will be done away with, so 
long as boycotting and intimidation prevRil.-Mr. John Dillon, This 
.cbugs of erime is abominable. (Uproar, and cries of II Withdraw.")
Mr. Parnell, With reference to this practice which it is propoeed to 
.continue in future, may I ask the right honotll'8~le gentleman if it is not 
English law to aesnme a man is innocent until he has been proved gRilty 
of an offence P-Mr. Balfonr: Sir, if the hononrable gentleman will 
undertake on behalf of those people that they will Dot indulge in & conras 
d boycotting and intimidation, theD I will deal with this qusstion. 
(Ministerial cheers. and mea of U Withdraw.")-Mr. John O'Connor 
(rising amid general excitemeDt), I throw the word crime hack in yonr 
'teeth with scorn. (Cries of .. Order.")-The Speaker and Mr. Dillon 
here rose together, and a .. Beene" ensued. Mr. Dillon still standing a.nd 
"Waving his arm.-The Speaker (oa1mly, wheD the confusion had mb. 
ilided considerably), I must remind the hODonrable member that he has 
committoo a breach of the ruI .. of this House, because when I riao it is 
_tomaryfor an hODoDrabie member to reonme his s .. t.-Mr. Gill , Balfour 
shonldn't tell li ... -Mr. Balfonr, H I am at all responsible for the 
,excitemeDt which has occurred, I deeply regcet it-CAn Irieh Member: 
H It's a lie." Uproa.r;) Let me substitnt.e for the word ff crime" boy. 
-catting and intimidation, reserving to myself my own OpiniOD.-8ir G. 
'Trevelyan: A.J! this is " new method. this shadowing-{" Oh 1" from the 
Ministerial bencheo)-I would ask th"right honourable gentleman if land 
.agents, who are pntting preBIfDre OD the tenants to agree to buy their 
holdinge, are shadowed by the police P-Mr. Balfonr, I had better .. y at 
once that the practice will be put in force in order to put down intimida
tion, no matter by whomsoever it may be practised. :But shadowing is 
not a DOW practice; I believe it was largely indulged in by the right 
honourable gentleman himeelf when at the lriah Office.-Mr. G1adotone: 
H the right hODourable gentleman is correct iD aaying that my right 
honourable frieDd, his pred ........ at the Irish Office, indulged in this 
praotice of shadowing, will he be kind enough to lay on the table of this 
House an account of those cues P-Mr. Balfour made no reply.::....A short 
"time after, duriDg other proceedings, Mr. Dillon rooe and &aid: Mr. 
Speaker, I wieh to apologise to you, and to expreao my regcet. I was 
labouring under great proTOcation.-The Speaker bowed in acknowledg
ment. 

Politioal nezterity. - Mr. Balfour addreoeed a meeting of 
Unionist. at Bury in October, 1891, and in his speech I.hus referred to 
.. the programme" recently unfolded by Mr. Gladstono at Newcastle, 
-disoetobliohment being one of the articl... Ho aoid: .. Mr. Gledotooe 
linda himself in & gceat diflioulty beceuso there are two subject Dationali. 
ti .. , two opproeoed DatioDaliti .. , to both of which he m08UB to give the 
enormous boon of diaoatablishmeDt, but the precedence betweeD wbose 
.claims he does not .wish to decide, for & very obvious reason-that if 
he were to decide in favonr of Scotland he would oBend Waleo, and 
11 hs decided in favour of Wal.. h. would oBend Scotland. Now, 
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observe the dexterity of the eminent stateem&!l whom Sir Willi&D1 Har
court compared' to the Iste Field Marsbal von Moltke-though I do not 
think the power of I keeping silence in BeveD languages' is cbat'BCteristie 
of Mr. Gladstone. (Great Isnghter.) How d088 he deal with this difficult 
questionP It is really as dexterous in point of politics .. &!lything 
Moltke ever did in ma.tters of wa.r. He sa.ys: C I have nothing to do 
with this question; you have both, you Welsh &!ld you Scotch, bold &!lel 
resolute champions;' &1ld a.pparently he means that those bold and reso· 
lute ch&mpioDS &l'O to he shut up together in a room, there to fight it out 
uutil we find which is the heldest &!ld which is the most resolute. In 
fact, what he wants them to do, first, is to decide among themselv .. in .. 
free fight who is to have the precedence; and then for the two parties to 
join together in Coercing everybody else. Wha.t idea do you carry away 
from this programme P You have to choose between that which is going 
to be done' at the earliest opportunity"? that which is going to be done 
I when ita turn comes,' that which is going to be done I during the lifetime
of the present generation,' tha.t which is to be done as soon as the rival 
champions have decided upon it, that which is I at this moment remote, 
and which may have precedence over a.ll other qUestiOllB,' that which will 
have 'a very forward place,' and that which 'must not be forgotten.' 
All this has a very simple explanation. Mr. Gladstone is not in the least. 
thinking of these subjects of Liberal legislstion; he is thinking of one 
enbject only-Irelsnd. He W&!lts to get, by hook or by crook, a majority 
together which "lill enable him a.t all events to propose--for I do not 
suppose he expects to carry-a Home Rule Bill for the acceptance of the 
House of Commons, and therefore, whether we like it ~ not. we are driven 
back agem and again to the snbject of Irelsnd." 

'l'he U Writing OD. the Wall."-At a. meeting in the Town Bn.lJ.,. 
Hnddersfiold, in December,l891, Mr Boliour thus referred to expressions 
frequently used by opponents of the Government: .. They have ouly two 
metaphors when they win a bye election. I notice one of two things 
always happens: either f the rising tide' is with. them, or else there is ' a. 
writing on the wall.' Sir Willism Harcourt is pocnliarly partial to • th .. 
rising tide;' Mr. Morley has a marked weakness for' the writing on the 
wall.' According to him, tho .. humble banquete at which Conservativee 
and Unionists no Ie .. th&!l Sep&retists and Radicals are wont to ""change 
opinions, are 80 many Belshazzar's feasts. Well, gentlemen, I am. not. 
sure that the metaphor is wholly just: For my own part, I think Mr. 
Morley hBB .. little resembl&!lce to the prophet D&!lie1 &8 Lord Salisbury 
h .. to Belshszzsr the king. Very strange thing. happen in politics. 
{A voice: ., Tha' art reight, lad."} Since the Liberal party in 1885 went 
out upon the subject of beer, with a Coercion Bill in their pockets, just 
consider what revolutions i'l political affairs have occurred. If the nen 
six years are &8 fnll of surprises &8 the Isst six have heen--and I rather 
think they may be-Mr. Morley at the end of thet time, if he forgets, && 

he probably will not, tile prophecies which he has 80 glibly uttered, may 
hegin to think thet there are mors profitable and remunerative tradee then 
that of the political prophet." 
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JOHN MORLEY. 
(1838.) 

Literature and Politi.a.-The Right Han. John Morleyw .. well 
Down in the literary world before enteriDg the political arena, having 
ediled the FO'I'IInightl!/ B...... and the Pall MaU Gazette, as ... en BB 

written several works. such as his U Life of Cobden," " Edmund Burke/' 
.. Vallaire," &C. He nnsu ..... fally coutaated W .. tminster against Mr. 
"W. H. Smith at the general ele.tion of 1880; and was first retumed for 
Newceatle·on.Tyne in 1886. In Mr. Gladstone'. third Administration, 
formed in 1886, he waa appointed Obiet. Seeretory for Ireland, with • 
"est in the Cabinet; but the Ministry bed held office only a few 
montbs when it WBB overturned on the propoeal of Mr. Gladstone's 
Irish measures. . 

Blunders.-In the course of a lecture on U The Study of Literature," 
delivered in February, 1887, Mr. Morley .aid: .. Politic. are afield whers 
.action is one long second best, and where the choice constantly lies 
between two blunders." 

l'urther Storms Predicted.-In a spsech at Bradford, in June, 
1886, Mr. J. Morley observed: .. You bed \eat night, in the neighbouring 
town of Leeds, a very illustrioue stat .. man (Lord Salisbury), and he 
"ougrstuleted 80me friends of ours upon what he called, in very handaome 
language, 'their magnificent superiority to party ties.' I do DOt think 
that 80me of my friends at Birmingham. will baak in the .lUl8hine of 
these compliments; and, though the· Leeds ~ories cheered this phreae of . 
the • magnificent superiority' of omf friends who have left us in the lurch, 
I tell them the day will come-and I know wen the people of whom I am 
epeaking-when they will have to pay a pretty pri.e for those compli. 
ments. Lord Salisbury need not think t·hat by pretty words he will 
.. scape the nooeaaity one of these day., at the hands Of my right honourable 
friend the member for Birmingbsm (Mr. Chamberlain), of ' rausom.' He 
need not think tbat he will not have to pay the peualty that awaits 
those who I toil not, neither do they spin.' He need not think that the 

. Beotitution Bill of my good friend Mr. J .... Callings is laid np in 
lavender. Oh no I gentlemen. All these very handaome blandishments 
are only the prelnde to what I predict will one of th... days ha a 
most furious storm." 

An 'U'pholder of the l\I[ona.rc!ly.-Mr. Morley m&de the following 
remarks in the debste on the grants to the royal family, July 29, 1889; 
although at the same time moving an amendment .,to the Government 
proposal: n While, of course, it is our strongest conviction that our chief 
and paramount dnty is to watch and guard Over the interests of tho 
people, that conviction in no way lessens OUl" belief that we shall most 
atoadily and .nrely travel along the path of natioual progress under 
monarchical forma. A constitutional monarchy is woven into the yery 
web of our national life and our national history: We feel, as well as 

• Mr Chamb8l'laln waa more partioular~ referred to. 
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:you feol, th.t monarchy is the o;'tward &Ild visible symbol of tho historic 
eoutinuity of our nation-thoontward and visible symbol of that unity 
-which binds together all our seattereci colonies and dependencies in the 
-vast realm beyond the.... I do not like to imitate tho First Lord of tho 
'Treasury (Mr. W. H. Smith) in spo&king abuut sacred institutions, &Ild I 
do not know what other honourable gentlemen around me may think; but 
I believe that it is not a disadvantage, but an immense advantage, to .. 
-democracy to possess and to retain all that touches the historic imagina
tion of our people. The mace on the tabla. the closing of the door on the 
approach of the Black Rod, remind ns of the struggles of our predo. 
-<lessors in this Honse to tako care that the king should neither make law~ 
nor take their money without their leave and assent. So. On the other hand, 
"'We may be. and we are, none the less ardent for the reforms of the new time 
because we find pleasure, and because we find elovation, in the thought 
that the successor and kinswoman of the great N onnans, the Plantagenets. 
the Tudors, the two Edwards, Heury n., &Ild Eliz&beth, .tillholds the 
_ptrs, though with 8 milder ""'y, in the ooat of the hereditary chief of 
these great &Ild ancient kingdoms. This heritage is the common property 
.of both parties." 

"l'ulveris"tioD" of the :Liberal l'arty,,--Mr. Morley made 
the following remarks in the House of Commons, in the disc1l8RioD on the 
Irish m ... ures of Mr. Gladstone'. Government, April 9, 1886, .. The 
main criticisms of my right honourable friend (Mr. Chamberlain) upon 
the proposals laid before the House by tho Prime Minister were worthy 
-of very close and careful attention. But when he sa.id that we were going 
to exclude trade and naTigatiOll from the scope of the domestio legisla.tUl'e 
of Ireland, he laid too much .trees upon whet is a mere tochnica.1 term of 
law. Trade and navigation do not exelude henkrnptcy. (Ironica.1 ch ..... ) 
My right honourable friend, after all, went very far in the direction in 
-which his lato colleagues have persisted. He admito that his dilferenceo 
with us arose not on these small points of trade and navigation and thQ 

• like, but because, though he 11'88 prepared to go eo far 8B a etatntory bod" 
with legislative power sitting in Dublin, he could not consent to that budy 
heving in ito control, directly or indirectly, .uch matters 118 the appoint. 
ment of judges, and the control of Customs and Excioe. In the control of 
Customs and Excise we have met my right honoon-hle friend. In my 
-opinion, the election of judges is hardly a point BO important--important 
as it is-as to warrant so senons a step as the breaking up of a Cabinet, 
and whet looks like the pulverieation of 8 party."-Lord Randolph 
Churchill, 8 few days after, at a dinner of the Beaconsfield Club, thus 
reforred to Mr. Morley's word.· .. The Chie~ Secretory to the Lord 
Lieutenant. in the House of Commons OIl Friday night. made use of an 
expression which throws a lurid light opon the policy which the Prime 
l1inister is bringing before the House of Commons. In rebnking Mr. 
Chamberlain for leaving the Government, he declared th.f the grounds 
put forward were not adequate for what he called breaking up the 
Cabinet. or for pulverising a p&rty. Pulverising a party! I have always 
observed that if there is a thing which it is advisable not to saYI the 
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Ohief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenaut is perfectly enre to 8&y it. H .. 
has tho most extraordinary talent. one perfectly peculiar to bimeelf, of 
uttejing thing. absolutely true which are singnl&rly fatal to the cause 
he is andaavouring to advocate. Are not the Ohlef Saaretary'. words 
a very fair test to apply to this policy of Mr. Gladstone P It has already 
pulverised the Liberal party," 

The .. Irish Spectre."-An nnnenal ontbnret of metaphor from 
Mr. Morley, although .. companied by.imple narration of facte, occurred 
in an eddreaa to the Oambridge and Oounty Liberal 0100 in September, 
1891. He said: .. It is idle for us to start forth on our voyage of social 
reform in Great Britain, so long as the deck of the ship of State is. 
cumbered and loaded with the Irish question. Just look back. Yon 
chose a grsat Parliament in 1890, and you instaUed a grsat Minister. Ne> 
sooner was that done than the Irish questioD, like a specUe, stalked down 
the floor of the House of Oommons, and with an ic ..... ld hand throttled, 
slowly throttled, the enthueissm and the energy out of the most aplendid 
8IId most hopeful majority thet has been retnrned to tho Honse or 
Oommona this contory. That WBB in 1880, .. hen the Governmeot ought 
to ha ..... t about tho proper bucln ... of Imperial and British government. 
Firat of all the .. WBB tho Oompell8&tion for Distorbanco Bill Tn 1881 
the session was entirely taken up, first with a Ooercion Bill. and secondly 
with a Land Bill. In 1889 anoth~r Ooercion Bill, another Land Bill, and 
an Arreara Bill In 1883 and 1664 wo bed certain leisure to attend Ie> 
our own affairs. In 1885 the Irish vote-given, not for Imperial or 
British reasons, purely for Irish reasono-torned. ont a Government. In· 
1688, first of all the Tories .. 0 .. tornod ont, practioa1ly on the quastion of 
coercion. The session was taken up, and gloriously taken up, with Mr. 
Gladstone'. Homo RnJe Bill Then camo the election. The Liberala 
were turnsd ont upon the Irish question. In 1887 the attention of th .. 
House of OOlDlDona .... again absorbed by a Ooercion Bill and by a Land 
Bill The eeeeion of 1891 .. as practically token up, in the longest portion 
of its timo, by a Land Purchase Bill Tho roll of 1889 is not yet.nnfolded. 
For tan yaars Ireland has .boorbed by far tho grsatost portion of th .. 
time, and energy, and publio inte ... t of Groat Britain .• What roaoon 
ha ... we to anppoas thet tho nm ten yaars will be di1forant P Whet 
.... on he ... yon to anpp ... thot tho Irish Bp&Ctrs will be 1aid during thl> 
nm ten years, or be any I ... d .. tructi ... to tho logialation we desire than 
it was in tho ten yaars I havo doscribed to youP" 
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MINOR CELEBRITIES AND ODD CHARA.CTERS. 
Price of .. City Member.--8ir J oba B.rnard took his .... t for 

the City of London in 1722. The writer ,of his memoire remarks that to • 
. Walpole's frequent observation, U Every man has his price. U it was once 
triumphantly objected, Ii What. then, is Sir John Barnanrs P u u Popu. 
larity," W88 the minister's :reply. But Walpole once paid Sir .1. Ba.rnard 
a great eompliment. Riding out on the aame day in two partie., ther 
happened to come where only a na.rrow close prevented their view of each 
other. Sir J. Baroard, talking with his company, w .. overh"r<!. A 
gentleman of the other party said, II Whose voice is that P " Sir Robert 
replied, .. Do not you know P It is one I aheIl never forget; I heve often 
felt its power." 

.. Single-Speech Ha.milton."-Lord Halifax WU8 the first Lord> 
Lieutenant of George III. Hi •• ecretorr was William Gerard Hamilton, 
known by the name of U Single-.5peech Hamilton," having made ona 

, splendid .psech, which he left nneqnalIed ever after. His first measure 
W88 a proposal to raise six regiments of Irish Roman Oatholics, &mounting 
to three thoua&nd men, to be officered by Catholics, and to be taken into 
the pay of &0 a.lly (portugal). He propoeed this in & long &Od excellent 
speech i but the measure met with BO much opposition from the Protes .. 
tant parly thn.t it was ultinmtely given up by the Government.-Grattan'. 
Life and Pima. Hamilton's famous speech was delivereltin 1755. U He 
broke out," said W alpoto, "like the Irish rebellion.et.hree~seore thousand 
strong, when nobody was awa1'e or in the least suspected it." Other ot 
IUs speeches were printed in bis p08thumOllB work. entitled n Parliamen" 
tary Logi.... Edmnnd Bnrke obtained his initiation into public life nnder , 
Hamilton, whom he accompanied to Ireland in 1761. 

An Irish Ce1ebrity.--8ir Boyle Roche, who was & member of the 
Irish Parliament in the period preceding the Union, achieved renown by 
t.he remark that he could not be. "like & bird. in two places at once.u, 

. Some <1ther sayings imp~ted to him are scarcely less celebrated. If I 
would gladly, Mr. Speaker, sacrifice Dot only a part of the constitution, 
bnt t·be whole of it, to preserve the remainder." And again, speaking of 
what might be expected if the leaders of the rebellion gained sway. I. Our 
hew will he tbrown npon thet table to stare no in the fsce!" To him 
also is ascribed tha.t example of mixed metaphor, n I smell & rat. Mr. 
Speaker; I Bee him, floating in the air; but I will yet nip him in the 
bud." But on one occasion Sir Boyle gained the victory over Curran in 
a contest in the Irish House. II Do_not speak of my honour," Mit! 
Curran; If I am the guardian of my own bonour." "Faith," replied Sir- . 
Boyle Roche," I knew that at some time or 'other you would accept & 

sinecure." 
A Seat for Eighteenpence.-J obn Elwes, the miser, was re

turned for Berkshire in 1774, by the inte ... t of Lord Craven. His 
1<1< 
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paternal name ..... Meggot. but he inherited .. I&rge fortone and his later 
1l&IIIO from .. penurious uncle. Sir Harvey Elwee. whom he had UBiduously 
eourted. He ...... great gambler in his .... lier y ...... &1though miserly 
in trifl... H. otipulated that he should be at no expense in standiDg for 
Berkshire. aud is said to have obtained his .... t for eigliteenpen ... laid 
out in the oedinsry at Abingdon. He sat for Berkshire for about twelve 
years, in three ~ive Parliamente. 
• UnwiggiDg .. lIIrember.-Elwes. writes Harford ..... ore. wig; it 
looked .. if it m:ght baTj> been picked off a hedge or .. _w. At 
that tim. we used to ...... d ........ rds ooeasionally .. t the House; for 
i_ceo if going to the ope.... One day. Bankee, wh ... carriage is stiff 
.. ud lofty. had on his sword, and ........ tod next to Elwes, who leaut his 
hasd forward just .. Bankes .... risiog up to lea ... his place. when the 
hilt of his sword e&IIle in ooutset with Elwee' wig. whleh it whisked off 
and bore ....... y. .The House .... instantly in a IO&r of laughter. I ne .... 
• b&Il forget the ...,no. There .... old Elwes. witbout his wig. darting 
forward to reclaim it; and Bankes IIIAl'Chiug on quito, un......,ious of 
the ..... ord-knot whish he wore. sud wondering what the laugh was 
about." 

lI'ot Beetless.-Lord Brougham'in OIlS of his letters (1813) mado 
the following refe .... ce to Mr. W &rd. at that time & person of some nato 
in the House of Oomm ..... and aftorwards Lord Dudley: .. I heard a joke 
of Lord Byron'. annoyed him t'other day, though it ..... a haddish sort of 
pun. W &rd was t&lking of being' rewrugged.· and Lord Byron said h. 
fancied he wantod to be • ...""rdad.· They have fired an epigram &t him ,-

• W---cl has DO heart. they -7, bat 1 c1eny it; 
lie bao .. heart, ... d SOlo his opeeobes by !t.' .. 

.A. Suggestive Spea.ker.-Dr. Lanrence had (eayo Brougham) "the 
very worst delivery ever witneeasd ..... delivery ,c&1culeted to alienato the 
mind of the hearer. to beguile him of his _n!.ion. but by stoaliug it away 
from the speaker. and &!most to prevent him from oomprehunding what 
..... so uncout.hly spoken. It .... in refe .... os to this unvarying effect of 
Dr. Laurence'. dalivery that Mr. Fox on .. said. a man should attend, if 
p088ible. to .. speech of his, sud then speak it ove. again himself: it must, 
he oenceivod, sneceed infallibly. for it .......... to be admirable in iteelf, 
and ... certain of being n.w to the audi.nce. But in this oaying there 
was eoD8iderably more wit tbau troth. Th. doctor'. speech .... sure to 
contain materials not for une. but fa. hslf ... -dOlOn speeches; and. person 
might with groat advsutago tieton to it, in ord •• to use th ... matori&ls, in 
part, aft ........ -<Ia; ... indeed maDY did, both in Parliament and at the Bar 
where he praet.iood, make an' effort to attend to him. liow difficult __ • 
in order to hoar all that oould be,said upuu every part of the question. U 

Lord Brougham adds that he had repeatedly tried at th. Bar the _rio ' 
ment montiuned by Fox, to a certain ""tont, and with ......... 

.. Once Bit;, Twioe S~."-Dr. Lanren .. •• outward aopeot .... 
1Ulwi.ldy. and &!most grotesque. Hie mouth especially ""cited obsorva
tiun; and being flUlcied to .... mbl. a sbark' .. the Houoe of Commons 
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:iest ran that Alderman Brook W .!Bon,who bad lost his leg by that 
animal's bite, avoided the side where the doct.or sat or lay. Alderman 
W.!Bon and his accident are thllS &!luded to in .. The RolIiad,"-

... One moment'. time might I presu;me to beg,' 
Crieo modest WaiooD, on his wooden leg; 
That 1. in which IlUch wonchou art is shown, 
It almost seems to sene him a.e hiB own. 
Oh! had the monster who for b~kf&8t a.te 
That luckleea limb, his nobler noddle met, 
The bes\ of workmen a.ud the best of wood 
Had aea.roe supplied him with a head BO good." 

.I. Lucid Inti.rvaJ..-Sir CharIea Wetheroll made a strong speeeh 
against the Catholic Relief Bill, brought in by the Government in which 
he was Attorney.General, and in consequence had to resign. Mr. Greville 

. thus writes respecting him and his speech (March, 1829), .. The anti· 
Catholic papers &Dd men' lavish the most extravaga.nt encomiums on 
Wetherell's speech, and call it • the finest oration ever delivered in the 
'House of Commous/ (the best since the second Philippic.' He· was 
drank, they Bay. The Speaker said • the only lucid interval he bad was that 
between his waisteoat and his breeches! When he speake he unbuttons 
bis braces, and in his vehement action his breeches fall down and his 
waistcoat I'tUlB UP. 90 tha.t there is a great interregnum!' 

"Chick81l Taylor!'-Mr. ::Michael Angelo Taylor, who for several 
years brought forward a motion in the Ho .... of Commons against Lord 
Eldon, waa known ( .. yo Lord Campbell) by the sobriquet of "Chicken 
Taylor." On some points of law which aroae in the Ho .... , Taylor bad 
answered the great lawyer, Bearcroft. but not without" an apology, II that 
be himes!f, who was het a young practitioner, and, as be might phraao 
it, II chicken ... tho 14 .. , ahonld .. enture on a fight with the cook of West
minster HalL" He then acquired., and he nOTer lost, the above nickname.. 

U Orator Hunt."-Benry Hunt was the accepted leader of the 
discontented in the pre-Reform era., and his ora.tioDB were .circulated all 
over the country. He was the RadieaI of his age. The white hat h. 
wore waa regarded as aImost as signifieant as the republican bonnet rouy. 
in the Reign of Terror.-Life of Drmcomb.. Hunt having been brought 
before Lonl Chief Justice Ellenborough to receive sentence upon a con
viction for holding a seditiOllS meeting, "he began hi. addrees in mitigatiou 
of punishment by complaining of eertllin persona who bad aee1lSed him of 
.. stirring up tha people by daNg ....... .wquenc.... Lord Ellenborough 
(in a .. ery mild tone), .. My impartiality as a judge caIls upon me to say. 
air, that in accusing you of that they do you great injustice."-CampbeU's 
Life of EllerWorough. While addresaing the Ho.... of Commons ill 
support of tha Reform Bill in 1831, Hunt said, .. Now, when the honournblo 
member for CaIne (Mr. MaeanIay) waa talking so much of the rabble, h. 
looked very hard at me (laughter). I underat&nd that laugh. But I am 
only sorry that the honoorable member for CaIne haa not remained in hi. 
place, that I might now ha .. e looked in the same way at him."-Qn t1l1l • 
paesing of the Reform Bill, Hunt lost his seat for Preston . 

. 1t1t2 
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An .",.Prizefighter in P.."U ..... ent.-.Tom. Gully, who had been 
• prize.fight.r and "champion of Enghmd," and who &fterw&rde took to 
tho tnrf and mad. much monoy by betting and r .. ing. was returned to 
the Rona. of Commono ·for Pontefr .. t on tho p ... ing of the Reform Bill. 
illoppo.ition to Lord Moxboroug1l. Ro W&8 aI&o olected to the ollB1ling 
Parliamont. He oventually ..... igned his .ant on .. count of ill.health. 
and gave his entire attention to tho tnrf. twico winning tho Derby as well 
.. othor of tho moot importent ..... ea. On his first election an epigram of 
the day ran as follows. 

u If 'anyOD8 ask why should Ponteiraot 811117' 
Its name by returning to Parliament Gu1b', 
The etymological cause, I IUppoae, is, 
He'. broken the bridges of 10 ma.ny DOaea.'· 

.. Small.J"ournaJ. W7Jll1."-Tho Right Ron. Chsrlee W. W. Wynn, 
wlto died in 1850, .. t in tho Rouae ·of Commone .. representative of 
Montgomeryshire for fifty.one Y8ars, &Ild ai his death was II father" of 
t I", Ronae. Re held offic. for a tint<> under Earl Grey as Secretary for 
War. but re.igned on acc01\llt of his diaapproval of tho Reform BilL His 
knowledge of Parliamentary rule and precedent WI8 highly eateomed. and 
ohtained for him the above nicimame. Ro boa hofore been alluded to in 
~ouneetion with a. saying of Brougham's (p.W); and, in the Autobio. 
gmphyof his lord.hip. Chari .. Wynn is oleo mentioned under thonamc 
of .. Squeak." Tho reason for this appolliltion is thua explained: Charle. 
Wynn wao brother to Sir Watkin. and from a peculiarity in tho uttemnro . 
of the latter. 8Ild tho .hrillne .. of CharIao·. voir ... they had • joint nick. 
nn.JU8 88 "Bubble aud Squeak." • 

Quioing " Bill out of the B:ouee.-Sir Andrew Agnow W88 

id.ntified in tho Rouae of Commoll8 with tho quostion of Sabhath obaor· 
vallce.. He hrought in a measure .. extremo in its 118_ that his fricnds 
appealed to his judgment in private ogainst anch a scheme. Professor 
Pryme tells us, II ~e said, • I quite agree with Y0!l_ as to the ,abeardity of 
.om. of the .... ctm.nt •• bnt it is the hill of the Soeiety for tho Bettor 
Observan.e of the Sabbath. and I C8IlIlot holp it! It was 10.1, of courso. 
because it went too far, but the discussion produced great good throughout 
the kingdom. in leading people of all cia .... to .ttend to the .ubjoet. anu 
improve the ohaervance of the Lord's Day. Th. last timo that Sir A.. 
Agn.w bronght forward his bill. Mr. How ... M.P. for Lambeth. and tIl"o 
or three other members, succeeded in, I may say, quizzing it out of tl~o. 
House. We were in committee of the whole House, and I '\t'1\S in tho 
ch.ir. When we cam. to that .Ianoe which enacted that il should bo 
unlawful for any cRb or pnblic carriag. to ho I.t ant on a Sunday. H ...... 
moved 18 an amendment, 'or for any private c~rtiage to be used! Before 
putting it· to the vote. Sir A. Agnew appealed to me not to do 80. I 
answered that, as it had beon moved a.ud seconded gravely, I had no. 
option. The c]rmS8 was carried by a majority. and ,no more was heard of 
the bill." . . . 

Atta.ck on " Boyal Speech.-Colonel &ibtborp. who for manl 
yoars represented J4inC'oln, wol'o. a very IOllg bea.rd, whi<>h was Dover dcso .. 
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_red by touoh of steel. He is referred to on a previous page .. one of 
the &Ubjeeta of O'Connell's wit (p. 272). Ris speech .. were uSu&lly 
brief, but extremely forcible. On the evening of the explAnations 
whioh ensued in 1851 upon the dismissal of Lord Palmerston by his 
chief, the oolonel fohowed Lord John Russell's gravo and deliberate 
opeecb by & sudden onslaught on the effects of the Great Exhibition. 
"There was," he B&id, "but one opinion, and it wt\8 universal, AS to tha 
gross insult which had been offered to the merchants and tradesmen of 
this oountry by the wholesole introduction of foreigners and their wares 
which had taken place in consequence of the Exhibition; and, for his own 
part, he" would not for • thousand guineas enter the ",oils or approach 
within smell of th" unwieldy, iII·devised, and unwholesome Castle of 
Gl.... The sp<>eeh which the miniatsra had put into her Majesty's lips 
was & mR88 of trickery, trash, and trumpery. It ... as they who were 
l'OS)lonaible for the sentiments it contained, and he sincerely hoped. that 
the Queen would spoodiI,. escape from their fanga." 

An Xnsan. Member.-It is ssid of Mr. Feargns O'Connor, chiefiy 
remem»>ered in connection with the Cb&Ttiet movement and the monster 
petitiun of 1848,. that in his later da,.. he used to wander idly about the 
lobbies, or go to the refreshment rooms and sit down and help himself to 
the food or drink prepared for other members. At last, ft8 & crowning 
offence, he offered his snuff-box to the Chairman of Committees in the 
middle of a debate. He was removed by the officers of the House, and 
handed over to the custody of his relatives. He died & few months after. 

An Old County Member.-The Right Hon. Joseph Warner 
Henley, who died in 1884. at the age of ninety-one, represented Oxford
Khire from 1841 to 1878, when he retired into private life. He was 
President of the Boaro. of Trade in the first and second Admiuistrat.ious 
of Lord Derby. Although & Conservative in polities, he was much 
esteemed by both parties, and in his later yeal'S was recognised as a 
kind of Mentor in t.he House. He had .• homely style in putHng his 
remarks and opinions, of which an instauce that was frequently quoted, 
during the later Rofonn agitations, was the foreboding in 1859 of an "ugly 
rush » for the franchise unless the wishes of the people were satisfied. 

A Pioneer of bee Trade.-The Right Han. Charles Pelham 
Villiers, first returned to Parliament for Wolverlmmpton in 1835, has 
eontinued to Bit uninterruptedly tor that bGl'ough tor fifty-six years, aud 
in . 1885 took part in & discussion ih t·he House of Commous. In t·he 
earlier years of his l'epresentation be was filmed for his annual motious 
against the Corn Laws, before that subject had become .& question of 
llOpular agitation. Under Liberal Administratious, he filled for some 
years the offices of ludge Advocate General and Pl'csident of the Poor 
LaW' Board. A statue in his hdnour was erected in Wolverhamptou 
in 1879. 

The Champion .. Blocker."-Mr. C. N. Warton, dected for 
Bridport in 1880, identified himself with the .system of II bloe~iug" bills, 

• "£08, q,u4,er n Peti.tio:cs ... • 
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which i. e.plained in • later .ection.- His borougb died out of Parlia
mentary existence in 1885, under the latest Reform measure; and in the 
following year Mr. Warton woe appointed Attorney·General of Western 
Al18tralia. On being enterteined at a farewell banquet by tho St. Goo.ga·. 
Club in London, he said, .. He hed been called the great ' bloobr: and 
all the time he was in Parliament he was .assailed by countlese invectivas 
on that account. Hitherto h. hed &Coroed to take noti .. of th ... attacks, 
bnt now t.hat h. was to block no more. he would tell tbam why ho acted 
.. h. did. His theory wa. that the primary duty of Parliament w .. not
l.gislation, bnt to look after the defenc.s of the country and the e1Iiciancy 
of the services. Far IUore important was it that they should have an army 
and a navy thoroughly efficient. and th.ir ta ... properly expanded. than 
that a nnmber of generally worthl ... billa, proposed by inefficient members,. 
should b. pa ... -d.. containing .. a rule both bad grannnar and bed law." 
(Laughter.) Mr. Warton onc. introduced. bill himseJt, on the .ubject 
of Government stamps for pa.tent medicmes; but it was promptly blocked 
hy SOUle observing opponent, and died a natur~ d~~ 

.. THE ROLLlAD." 

This ('delll'atou collection of Parliamentaty squibs~ which is several 
times qnoted in tbis volume, waa written by some of the most eminent of 
tile adherente of Mr. Fox, and published o .... ionally in tba form of small 
pamphlets. The writers gave their witticisms the shape of oriticism on 
an imaginary poem, the title of which indicates the coming burlesquer 
nod their elfuaions appeared in 1785. A full list of the authors, with 
t-heir various contributions, is given by Lord Braybrooke in the first series 
uf Notes and Queries. Earl Rusaell says: II While Mr. Fox, wearied with 
strif., was inclined to racruit hie strength in the delightful abed .. of 
St. Ann's. the followe .. of the mighty warrior covared hie retreat with 
the .haJP missile. of wit and fun. A cloud of arrows flying around mado 
the auPPOriel'S of the Minister (Pitt) smart with pain. at once triumphant 
and ridiculous. I The Rolliad.: or I Criticisms on the Rolliad.' 88 it is
more properly called, is the quiver of this squadron of wit8." The origin 
of the title is thus explained by Moore in hie "Life of Sharidan ,"
.. Mr. Rolle (M.P. for novonshire), the hero of ' The Ro11iad,' was one of 
tho .. uulucky persona whose destiny it i. to b. immorteliaed by ridi.ule, 
and to whom the world owes the aome Bort of gratitude for the wit of 
whioh they were tho butta ... the merchant. did in Sindbed's ate"" to th ... 
pi •••• of lIl.at to wlIi.h diamonds adhered. Th. ohief olrence. beeideo hie 
political obnoxionan .... by which h. provoked thie .. tirieal warfare (whoaa 
pllm of attack was allarrangad .t • club h.ld .t Backst'.), was the lead 
whi.h he took in a sort of oonspiracy, fOl'JDed on ths ministerial benches. 
to interrupt •. by oonghing. hawking. and other unaeem11 noiaea, the 
.p .. eh.. of Mr. Burke.. Th. ohief writers ofthaoe limy prod"ctiona 

• Boa undJl' 'C U .......... -
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were Tiokell, GilnenJ. Fitzpatrick, Lord John Townshend, Richardson, 
Gilorge Ellis, and Dr. Lamen..... . 

The interruptions referred to hr Moore "'" thus alluded to:-
" Great Bo11o'8 heir, whose cough, ",ho!l.laugh, wbose groau. 

Th' Antmus Edmund hal ao oft o'ertbrown; 
Whoae rrq of' Qllestion • BileD.ced Charles'. 8euse
That orr, more powerful thaD Pitt'B eloquence.:' 

Pitt and his principal supporters, with their parliamentary oharac· 
teristics, a.re portrayed in sarcastic lines. Thus H the He&ven~bom 
Minister"- . 

fC Ab01'e the rest, majest:ioally great. 
Behold the infe.nt Atlas of tho stote; 
The ma.tohless miracle of modem days, 
In whom. BritanDia to the world cliapla.,.. 
A aight to make 8Drl'Ounding natioDS &taN , 
A. kingdom tmated to a school-boTS care." 

He is thus further characterised i-
n Pert without fire. without experience sage; 

Young, with more art thaD. Shelburne glean'd from age; 
Too proud from pilfer'd greatness to desoend. 
Too humble Dot to oaU Dundas his friend; 
In ooiomD diguity ODd Bullon Btate 
This new Octavius riael to debate." 

IDs eloquence, which csneed it to b. ssid that " on the tip of his noss lIe 
suspended the Honse of Commons." is alluded to in-similar terms:- . 

U Crown the froth'd porter; sla7 the fatted ox, 
And giTe the British meal to British Fo:s:. 
But, for 1m Indian Minister more fit, 
Ten oaps of purest padra.e pour for Pitt. 
Pare as himself; add lugar. too, and cream, 
Sweet &II hie temper. bland as iowil the Btream -
Of his BDlOOth eloquence; then crisply Dice 
The muBin toaat. or bread and butter we, 
Thin as his arguments, that mock the mind, 
Gone ere J011 ...-no reliBh loft behind." 

The Spasker. of the House is feelingly oommiserated :-
n There Cornwall sita, and oh I tmhaPP7 fate. 

:MtlIt Bit for e'YBr throUgh the loDg debate. 
Painful pre~eminen08! he hears, 'til true, 
Fox, North, and Burke. but hea.ra Sir Joseph- too. tI 

Among tho amall people of the Parliament, one of the best of the 
touches is th&t bestowed upon 

"Drake, Wb088 oold rhetoric treeaea in i.ta 00111'18." 

,II How' happy I" continue the oriticisms," is the .UUBion to Mr. Drake' • 
.. ell-known spe .. h, which, in the m.taphor of our poet, we may style a 
beautiful ici.le of the most transparent eIoquoneo: 'Behold, eir, another 

.. Sir Joseph :M.wbq. 
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• feature of the proorasLlnating system, Not 80 the A.thenian patriot.-
Sir, the Rommut-Sir, I have !oat the clno. of my argnment-Sir, I will 
sit dowu.'" 

Anotlier honourable gentleman is made the onbject of lOme sparkling 
, lin ... with the explanation that thoy refer to .. an active young member, 

who haa npon all.....none been pointedly severe npon the noble lord in 
the blne ribbon (Iforth), and who is remarkable for never baving de. 
livered biB sentimente npon any aubject, whether %elating to the Ese! 
Indies, tho ·Reform of Parliement .. or the We.tmineter Election, withont 
a copious dissel"tJ&tion upon the principles, ea.U888, and coJUluct of the 
American War P:-

.. Lo I Beanfoy risea, frisna to soft _ 
Whose gentle acoento PIOJDpt the Honse to dose. 
His caden08 just a general sleep pl'OYolr:ea, 
Almost .. Q1Iiok17 .. Sir BioharI\'" jokes. 
Thy alumbera. North, he atriTea :in vain to brea.k; 
When all aN aleeping, thou wouldst scarce a~e, 
Though from his lipa 1Wf89 invectives leD, 
Sharp as ~e acid. he delight. to Bell." 

In allusion to the last line, the mader is informed of Mr. Beanfoy that • 
.. although the eleganoe of biB diction and emoothness of biB manner par. 
take of the properties of oil, ho is, in biB commoreial capacity, a dealer in 
vinegal'. " 

The petrician Pittite is equally the aubject of sarcaem with the trader 
of the aame pert,.. The Marquis of Graham had said in debate, •• If thQ 
honomable gentlem811 calle my honourable friend go .... I suppose h. will 
oall me goaling." Tho remark was ... eived with eignilicant cheers. Tho 
marquis ehortly after .... elected Ohanoallor of G1asgow University. and 
he is thne referred. to:-· 

, II If right the bard, whole IlUDlbera sweetly 10" J 

That aJl 0111' knowledge is O\U'88lV8I to bow, 
A _like Gmbam .... the worla proau ... 
Who in tun Baate oanea himself • goose, 
Th' aclmiriDg Commons from the high-born youth 
With ..... aar heara thla uodieputed truth l 
EnltiDg Glasgow o!aim'd bUn for her 0"". 
And placed the prodigy on LeamiDg'1 throneo'· 

• Sir Bicharcl Hm. 



PART III. 

MIS eEL LAN E 0 U S. 

ELECTIONS. 

Universal Su1&age.-8el.cieJL88..]B: U There was a time when all 
men had their voice in chooemg ,knighta (of the shire). About He!llJ'tho 
Sixth's tlme. they found. the in~mtUJie.u..cPJ so one Parliament made a law, 
tliat only he that had forty shillings .pe!". "nnDm should give his voiee; they 
under ehould be excluded. They made the law who had the voice of all. 
D "ell under forty ehillings .. above; and thua it continue. at this day. 
All consent civilly to a Parliament; women are involved in the men( 
children in those of perfect age. those that are. under forty shillings 4-
year in those that have forty .hillings & year, those of forty .hillings iii 
the knights." 

Early Election DiBturbances.-In the eighth and tenth yenr. 
of the reign of HeD!'Y VI._(l~l~), laws were e .... ted llieiting the 
electore to such ii8 were poeseeeed of {orty shillings a year in land, freo 
from all _ene, within the .~_ty. Th~!"'.""'bl"-~o! on~_.~~ I. 
remarkable: II Whereas...tluL~,lectlo~ __ of .pJgb)!B, bw oOa.t.B; m many 
eounties of England, been made by outra.K~~_.excessive D:umb~rs of 
P""l'le. many of them of .mallallhstaDoe anc!value. yet pretending to 
'" right equal to the best knight. and esquire.; whereby manslaughters, 
riots, batteries, and divisions among the gentlemen a.nd othe~ people of 
the same counties ehaII very likely rise and be, unle .. due remody ha pro
vided in this behalf:' &c. We may learn (says Hume) from these ex· 
pressions what an important matter the election of a member of Parll&." 
mont W88 now become in Eng1a.nd . 

.a. Sherill! Assaulted fo1' Delaying a Writ.-Riehard Callo 
writee to John Paston about 1450: til recommend me unto your- good 
msaterehip; like you to west (know) that on Childel'DU\8 Day thore we ... 
muoh people at Norwich at tha .hiro (county court). because it .... noi.ed 
in the ehire that the undar.eheri1f had & writ to make a new election, 
"herefore the people .... grieved heeauae they had laboured so often. 
saying to the sheriff that he had the writ. and plainly he ehowd not 
away unto the time p.e writ .. ere read. The ehcrU! answered and said 
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that he had DO writ. Dor wiot who hed it I hereupon tha peopl. peaced and 
stilled unto the tim. the ehire waa doo •• and after that don •• the" p.ople 
.alled upoo him •• Kill him! head him !' and so Jon Damm., with help 
of oth.rs, got him out of the shiro.houee, and with much labour brought 
him into Spurri.r Row, and th.re the people mot against him. and so 
thoy avoid.d him into an h ..... and kept faet the door unto tha time 
tho mayor was sent for. and the sh.riJf. to strength.n him and to cooTOY 
him away. or .lee h. had been slaie. Wharefore di ...... of tha thrifty 
m.n eam. to m •• desiring that I should write unto your mastership to 
lot yon have und.rstanding of the guiding of the p.opl., for th.y be full 
sorry of this troubl.; and that it pI .... you to .. nd them your advi •• how 
tlloy shall be guided and rul.d, for th.y w.re purpoaed to have gath.red 
aD hundred or two hundred of the thriftiest men, and to hive come up to 
I.h. King to I.t the King have und.l'IItending ofth.ir mocking." 

In1lueDC8 at Peers OD Electiou.-Th. following).~r. writton 
8h~nt the middle of the 15th een~, and included in the Puton series, 
.hows the in1I,!~D ".rci8ei1 Jl1..peeJ:!l in elections for tha Low.r 
House, and: the estimation in which members of that House were at that 
tim. h.ld: .. Th. Duch ... of Norfolk to our right trnsty and w.ll·beloved 
John Paston, Esq. W. greet you heartily well. and forasmu.h .. it is 

I thought right n •• .....,. for div.rs canaea that my lord have at this tim. 
\ in the Parliament BUoo persona as helong unto him. and be of his menial 
, I:!cn-ant&-wherein we conceive your goodwill and diligence shall be right I exp.disnt-w. heartily desire and proy you that •• t the contemplation of 

the .. our letters ... our special trnat is in you, yO will give and apply your· 
,·oi •• unto our right well·beloved conain and aervante. Job Howord and Sir 
Rogar Ohamb.rlayo. to be knights of the shire; .xhorting ell ouch others 
.. hy your wisdom ehRil now be b.hoveful, to the good esploit and con
elusioo of the same. And in your faithful attendance and true devoir in 
this part yo ehaU do unto my lord and us a 8ingular pleasure. and .... 
\18 hereafter to thank you therefore ... yo ehaU hold you right well cootent 
and agreed with the grace of God. who have you ever in his keeping." 

Co1l1"li DictatioD.-The writs i88Ued to summoo' .. Parliament in 
1553 "'ere accompanied by a letter in the name of the King (Edward VI.) . 
fiiO&ch eheriJf. whi.h .on.luded as follows: .. Our pleaoure is th.t .. he ... I 
our Privy Oouncil, or any of them. ehRil rscommend men of learning and I 
wiadom. in Bu.h .... their dirsctiono be regarded and followed. to have J 
this .... mbly to b. of the moot chiefest men in our rsa1m for advi .. and J 
good counael!' 

The "l'riDce Electo>:."-Evelyo writes: M....-cA S. 1685 ra few 
days after the ...... ion of Jam .. n.]-A Parliament ..... DOW 8UD1-
mon'd, and gnate industry uo'd to obtain •. eleetiooo which migbt promote 
~h. Oourt interest. moet of the eorporatioU8 being n" .. by their n .... 
charte.. impower'd to make what retum.. of members they pleaoed. 
May 112.-Mr. Seymour made a bold lpoech againsi many elections. and 
would ha .... had thoee membe .. ,..ho (h. pretended) ware obuonoDB to 
withdra .. , till th.y had .I ... ·d the metter of their being lega1ly ... turn·d, but 
no 00. oeoonded him. The truth is, tit.", ware 111&111 of~. ne"memhers 
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whose eleCtiODB and reirurns were universally censur'd, many of them ! 

being persons of no condition or interest in the nation, or places for whicb I' 
theyeerv'd, especially in DeVOll, Oorn...n, Norfolk, &e., eeid to have heen 
recommended by the Oom, and from the effect of the new charters 
changing the electors. It .... reported that LON Bath carried down witll 
him into Cornwall no fewer than fifteen charters, 80 that some ealrd him 
the Prince Elector . 

.6. Court Candicla.te in the Seventeenth Century.-sir Jom 
Rereeby, Governor of the city of York in the reign of James n., gives in 
his I( Memoirs" the following account of the mode in which the CoUrt 
manipulated the constituencies for the purpose of securing the return of 
i~ own nominees: U I sent notice to the mayor and othexs of York that 
I intended to etand for one of their repreeentativea at the enauing 
eleetion, and found the magistracy would he for the moot part againet 
me, thongh I bed good encouragement from the other oitizene. Thei 
truth is I was at some 1088 how to act in this matter; I was not desirous 
to he of this Parliament, not ouly because I wae grown infirm and unfit 
to attend the duty of the Honse, hut also heeauae I wae afraid the King , 
would expect more from me than my conscience would extend to; for, 8S 

I .. as determined not to violate this on ille one .ide, so I could hardly \ 
rcaolve to offend so good a maeter on the other. In those straita I went 
to the King at Windeor, and .howed him the letters I bed •• nt to York, 

, sed the anewers. I hed received thereto; desiring his Majesty to indulge 
rue with replies to three qucries I bed to make. (1.) Whether, seeing the 
eontest was like to be both chargeable and difficult, and the .uc .... ex
tremely doubtful, it was hi. pi ....... I .hould .tand P He replied pesi
ti.ely, I .bould. (2.) Whether, BB the oppo.ition WBB very strong againet 
me, he would impute it to my rexnissness if 1 miscarried P He prom.ised 
he would not, (3.) Whether he would sssi.t me all he could to prevent 
my being baftled, and particularly by such means as I .hould propose to 
him P Hia answer was, Yes; and he gave immediate orders to the Lords 
for purging of CorporatioDs, to Dl1lko whatever change I desired in th\t' 
city of York, and to put in or out (which the Xing, it seems, had reserved 
to himself by thel&st charter) just a. I pleased. Then, taking leave of 
the King, and presenting him with some Roman medals, which he took 
very kindly, he again cherged me \0 do what I could to be chosen." The 
worthy knight proceed. to narrate tbe stop. he took to carry out the 
King's wisht'!8; but in the meantime the Prince of Orange landed-an 
ovent by which t,hese and many more important schemes were rendered 
futile. 

Electioneering Strategy in l6SS.-The Whig eandidete for 
Buckinghamshire, Thomas Wh&rton. eldeet BOD of Philip T·om Wharton. 
wa •• man dist!ngoished alike bI de~l!>riu.wby ~udecii1, and de.tined 
to playa COnspmUOUB, though not always a respectable part, in the politics 
of several reigns. He had been one of those members of the House of 
Common. who had earried up the Excl .. ion Bill to the har of the Lords. 
The ~rt W_88 t~Jlrefore bent on t:hmwingl!~.!!-~!lt bL!.ah' _~~ foo!Jww,ls. 
The.Lord Chi.f JUBticeJ.ffreyshimsel!.!~e down into Buckingluun-
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"hire, for the purpose of eesisting a gentleman ""med Hacket, who Blood 
. on the high Tory interest. A stra~em wos devise!! which, it was 

thcnght, could not fail of suce ..... t was given out that the polling 
would take plaee at Aile.bury; and Wharton, whose .kill in all the arts 
-of ~leetioneering was unrivalled, made his arrangements on that supposi
tion .. At & moment's waming the sheriff adjourned the poll to Newport 
Paguell. Wharlon and hie frieuds hurried thither, and found that 
Hacket, who·was in tha s .... t, had alreadyaecnred every inn and lodging. 
TJte Whig freeholders were compelled to tie their horse. to the hedges, 
and to sleep under the open sky in f.he meadows which surround the little 
town. It was with the grsetest difficulty that refreshmenls could be pro' 
cured at such short notice for 80 large & nnmber of men and beasts, 
though Wbarton, who was utt.erly regardleBB of money when his a.mbitiou 
and parly spirit were roused, disbursed fifteen hnndrsd pounds in one dsy
o.n immense outlay for those times. Injustice aeems'lhowever, to have 
animated the courage of the stont-he&rtsd yeomen of Bucko, the eons of 
the constitnente of John Hampden. Not ouly W88 WharIon at the head 
of the poll, but he was able to spare hie second votes to a man of moderate 
opinions, DIld to throw out the Chief Justice's candidate.-Macaulay", 

'f< History." . 
Tricked by the Sheriir.-John Evelyn writes, .. Apri! 8.1685.

This dsy my brother of Wotton and Mr. Onslow were candid.t.,. for Surrey 
against Sir Adorn Brown and my cousin Sir Edward Evelyn, and .... ..., 
circumvented in their election by a trick of the sheriff's-teking advantage 
of my brother's parly going out of tha small village of Leatherhead to 
Beek shelter and lodging, the a.ftemoone being tempestuous-proceeding to 
the election when they were gone, they expecting the next morning; 
whereas before and then they ""c.eded tha other party by many hundreds, 
as I am 88Burad. The Duke of Norfolk led Sir Edw. Evelyn's and Sir 
Adorn Brown's party. For thie Par1i&ment, very meane and sligbt pcrsons 
(some of them gentlemen's servants, clearkes, and persons neither of 
l'Oputation nor interest) were set np. but the country would choose my 
brother whether he 'Would or no, and he missed it by the tril"k above 
mentioned. U • 

An :Election fo .. Norfolk Tw.i Hundred Ye ...... Ago.-Sir 
Thomas Browne, the learned physician of N orw.ieh. writing to his SOD 

Edward, then a member of the College of Physicians and residing in 
LondoD, gives the following account of the election of representatives lor 
the shiro of Norfolk, .. Norwich, May 7th, 1679.--Onr election WftB the 
iast Monday. The competitors were the former elected Sir Christopher 
.Qalthorp and Sir Neuille C.teiyn, and Sir John Hoberl and Mr. Wind. 
ham. '1 neuer obserued 80 grca.t.a number of people who came to giua 
their voyees; but all w .. ciuilly ·ctirriod lit th. hill, and I do not heare of 
any rude or vnhandsome cnryedge, the competite", haning the weeke 
before lott downe rul .. and agreed upon articles for their regela. and 
quiet proceeding. They came not down !rem the hill vntill eleven o'clocke 
at night. Sir John Hoharl and Sir N enille Cateiyn earyed it, and we", 
OR1'Yed on 'cha.yreB .. bout tho market.place after elenen o'alMkft. "I'fith 
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trumpets and torches, candles being lighted at windowes, and the markett. 
place fnII of people. I could not butt obsorne the great number of horsoa 
which were in the towne. and conceive there might hane been fiua or six 
tho~d which in time of need might Berne for dragoone horses; besidos 
a great number of coach horsea. and very good sadie horse. of the better 
BOrt. Wine wee had none butt sack and Rhenish, except. some mado 
prouisiOD thereof before hand; butt thero was & strange COllSUlDption of 
beere and breod and cake.. Abundance of people slept in the markett • 

. place.1Uld laY'-like flock .. of sheep in and about the crosse." 
:Letting :Loose the Ta.p.-Rogor North. in·his "Life of Lord 

Keeper Guilford," relates that" Mr. Ooko, of Norfolk, succeeded Sir 
Francis North in the burgeee.ship of Lyuo (1685). but not so eeey sod 
cheap; for his managers did not keep in due bounds. but let Iooae the tap 
all over that large town, and made au account of 7000Z~ or more resting 
due to the town, beside. whet hod beeu paid for the expeuses." 

. .6. CaJl for Beform.-J oOn Evelyn thus write •• in 1696. to Lord 
G.J>d.g!pbi>,!., FiNt CommiBllioner of tho~""'iiry ' .... TiWy;-mj"'lord, I 
cannot but wonder and even ata.nd amaz'd that Pa.rliaments should havo 
sate from time to time, 80 many hundred yeares, and value their constitu· 
tion to that degrea as the most sovrsine remedy for the redro ... of puhIiq 
grievances. whilst the greatest. still remaine unreform'd and untaken away'. 
Wituesse the eonfus'd, debauch'd, and riotous manner of electing members 
qualified to become the representatives of .. nation, with legislative power 
to dispose of the fate of kingdomes j which should and would be" comp08'd 
of wort.by persons, of known integritie and ability- in their respectivo 
countries, and still would Berve them generously, and as their ancestors 
haTe dOD, but are not able to fting ·away a BOn or daughter's portion 
brille the votes of a drunken multituds. more reeembIing & pagan bae. 
ehanalia. than an assembly of Christians and sober men met upon the mos 
80lemn occasion that caD concerne a .people, and stand in competition wit 
BOme rich scrivener, brewer, banker, or one in some gainfiill office who 
face or name. perhaps, they never saw or knew before. How, my lord; 
must this sound abroad 1 With what dishonour and shame at home! JI ~ 

.6. Simple Ceremony.-Formerly. sayo WaI\er (1678). "the neigh. 
bourhood desired a. candidate to serve; t11el'O was a dinner. and so an end; 
but now it is & kind of an empire. Some hundred years ago, some boroughs 
sent not; they could get none to serve; but now it is in fashion, and a fille 
thing they are revived." .' . . 

.a. Dinner to Voters.-The following appears in the 4nJtual 
.&!gister. 1761, 88 an. exact &cconnt of the articles consumed at dinner only, {\ 
by the voters of .. small borough, all the day of electing their m. embers; I 
independently of veal. mutton. poultry. pa.try. &" .. snd a preparatory break. 
fast. which \est alone coat 7501. C01ls1lmption at dinner :-980 stone of 
beef; 315 dozen of wine; 72 pipe. of slc; and 365 gallon. of spirits 
converted into punch. 

The rat ana the :Lean Voters.-Frederiek Douglas. Lody 
Glenbenie's &on. sat in Parliament for tho family borough of B8nbury, 
and 811lused us one day (SfL1& Harford iu his U RceollectioDS of ··Wilber-
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fo .... "). by teJling what bad formerly _urred to eom ..... reant eleeton, 
who bad ..... tured. though vainly. to .oppose Lold North·. nomina*ioo of 
the mayor. shortly hof ... the ammaJ dUm ... to which his lordehip .... in 

. the hebit of sending TeniaoD. Tho old eteWDld. while earring it, &eDt 
plenty of fat to the obedi.nt Totara. het mad. the .. hole feelingly IleJl8ibl. 
of his diapleasure. by .""laiming ... h. dispatched their reepeetive plateel 
t'I Those who didn't TOte for my lord's Mayor sba'n't have DODe of my 
lonl's fat 1 " 

Origin of ConTO:yaDC8 of :Blectcmo ... 01 Splitting J'ree.' 
holds b Votes.-Jn Janner:r. 1679. thn Parliament. which bad been 
in existen ....... since the hoginning of the year 1661 ..... cIisaolved, .. 01 
write were ieeued for a general .lection. During BOme .... b (writ.. 
V"anlay) .. the eontention ..... the whole oonntry W88 fi ..... and ohetioete 
hoyond .:wnple. Unp.....a.nted eoms ..... expended. New taetica 
we .. employed. It .... remarbd by thn pamphleteere of that time 88 

BOmething extraordinary that b ..... were hired at • gcaat cherge for tb. 
conveyance of eJectore. Tho praetic. of splitting freeholds, for tho 
pnrpoee of mnltiplyiug votee, detee from this memorable etroggle." 

Wboleaale Jlu1tiplicatioD of I'zeeholcla. - Oldfield relat.. 
that a oommittee .... appointAld to try the petition of Johe Arbuthnot, 
E"'l" on thn 10th Febrnery, 1804, against thn .. turn of certein candidates 
for Weymouth. In eonsequeuce of the deuon of this committee, tWtl 

h~dredfr .. holdo ..... at ooce split inYl-two thousand. FreeholderiOf 
WeymuutliWOie ro bOfijiilldmLOiicIOil,' ancl1iialinost all the towne and 
villagee to thn Laud's End in Oornwall, and in the isl""do of J .... yand· 
o..emeey, when .. many Inmdrede ...... aftorWDlde brought at "" enormous 
oxp8IUI8 to .. ote at .... ry election for this borough. Some.ven .. oted for 
the thirteen.hundredth part of a sixpeuuy freehold. ---------,-
''1'igot vOtiea mill" .At Exeter Registration Court, in Oetobor. 
1877, thirty-two oIaims ....... made by Oonoervati .... in reapoet of rent 
obargoo em one h..... The property WB8 bought two years befo .. from 
the truatoea of the Earl of De .. on, who sold under an ozder of thn Coort 
of Ohancery. Mr. Henry Drew, broth .. of Laid Devon' .. &tewud, was 
the pureheeer, and he admitted heving bought for the express purpose of 
.... ting vote&. H. oaid h. gave 13501., but bad made 1600L of the ""'\ 
.hargee, .... hile h. valued thn reoidenoe at o ... r 2001.; it ..... apeeule
tion, and bad paid him welL H. WB8 no' aware tbat the IonIIllt bad 
p .. vionsly offered 1600L for the property. The Earl of Devon 1m .... 
nothing of the intention to _nfactnre these vote.. het a good _y 
claimant. ....... lonIIllte of his lordehip.-On hehalf of the Liberale ~ W88 

contended that ~. deed oonveying ~. proporty to Ill .. Drew .... void. 
The Re.mng Barrister allowed IIlr. Drow's claim, but>intimatod that he 
should require pereonaJ attendance of .... ry oJla of the other cleim&nts. 

'.rile J'agot Vote in l\I[idlothi&D,~Jn bringing forwud a motion 
. in fa ...... of household sulfrsgo in counties, in 1879, lIlr. Trevelyan com
·m ... ted npon the .. cent creation of a largo nnmherd fagot _ by 
memhe .. of the C.usorvatil'll party in lIi,Uothian, in anticipation of the 
l1eU oontest 101' the repJ'eflentation of that eounty. in which .Mr. GladstoDe 
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bad announced his intention to take part. Lord Oland Hamilton replied, 
defending the votoo recently mode, and he referred to the t&eti.. of 
Mr. Cobden. Speaking in London, November 26, 1849, that gentleman 
said: "In that great division (the West Riding of Yorkshire). at preeent 
containing 87,000 vote .... Lord Morpeth was, as you are aware, defeated 
on the qnestion of free trade, and two prot_oDiste wtire ",turned. I 
went into the Weat Riding with this 40 •• freehold plan. I at&ted in 
every borough and dietriet that we m .. t bav. 5000 qualiticatiODB mode in 
tWo years. They were made. The silly people who opposed us raised 
the ery that the Anti·Com Law Leagno bad bought the qualiticatione. 
Snch a ery was ridiculone. We followed the smne plan in South Lanca
shire, and with & similar result. Our friends walked over the course at 
the next election, though at the previous one we had not R chance." 

:Fagot Voting Bztraordinary,-At tbe Revision Court at Orlord, 
in September, 1883, an objection w .. lodged by the Liberals against & 

elergyman, bursar of Lincoln College, on the ground that he did not 
occupy the hoDBO for which he cla.imed. It wes stated that he wae one of 
the Inrgest fagot.votore in England. BJld he admitied that at the last 
election he voted seventeen times, a.nd f.hen was obliged W mise seven 
places where he was entitled to vote. He c1simed to be "'prceented in 
Parliament by 64 members. The objection was overruled. as the gentle
man atatod that he owned the honse. and had used it during the year. 
Mr. Bright referred to this .... in a speech in Yorkshire shortly after, 
when he said: II We B8.W the otlier day 0. statement in the papers of a 
reverend gentleman at Orlord. I think he stated that he had twenty-four 
qualifications for voting. Of conrse this inclnded • vote in Orlord city, 
in the University. the OOUDty. and" many other places all over the' OOlID.try. 
He had actually been so active. BO energetic. and BO patriotic in his 
mistaken views t,hat he had polled at one general election no lese tJIm 
seventeen tim... I ehould suggest that tbat sort of thing ehould he put 
an end to. I am against diefrsnchising anybody, but I should have no 
reluctance in voting that he ehould be ehut oj! from twenty.three 0 

those qualifications." 
Potwalloping.-This qualitication for tbe snlfrage, extinct since the 

pa88ing of the first Reform Bill, consisted in having "boiled. pot .. in a 
parliamentary borongh ·for a certain time-1I81l&!ly six montha-prior to an 
~lection. It W88. in fact. residential qualification expressed in & popnlar 
term, which is said to Bve been partly derived from the Saxon weallan. 
to boil. 

Scot and :r.ot.-6cot or shot ( •• y. Rich.meoll) is .0 mnch cast or 
thrown down 88 a 'Mare of the whol~ sum to be paid i and lot means allot
ment or portion 886.lgned. To pay seot aDd lot. theref01'8. was for 8 pellion 
to pay the ordinary tribntoo, and also tho peNOn&! tu allotted to him. 
A curiously elaatic provision in teference to this qualifica.tion is recorded 
in H Determinations of the House of OommoJl9 concerning Elections" 
(1758): "11th January, 1699.-Resolved, that the mayor, aldermen, aud· 
all the inhabitants within the borough of Newark.upon.Trent, who pay, 
<>. ougM to pay, .oot and lot within tho snid borough, have a right. to 



SI2' A.NECDOTAL HISTORY 0' ~PA.BLIA.MENT. 

vote at t,he election of members to serve in' Parliament for the said 
borough." 

Kousehold Su:ffrage.-This principle, which eseited 80 much con .. 
tro'''rsy during the passage of the Reform Bill of 1867, and was eventuall,. 
adopted subject to the p&yment of ·poor r&te, existed in simplicity- in the 
case of many" boroughs in former times. U Potwallopmg" was another
name for it. but in occasional instances we find it expressly laid dOW1l~ 
The .. Determinations concerning Elections," just quoted. include, for
instance, & decision of the House, Jan. 28, 1695: n Resolved. that the
right of election of bUTgcsace to eerve in P""li&ment for the borough of. 
Ayliebu.,., in the county- of Bucks, is in all the householders of the said 
borongh, not reL'eiving alma." The same principle governed the elections 
at Northampton. l;D most eases, however, the payment of scot and lot,. 
without admission of default 88 in the Newark instanee, was an essential 
condition. 

lEo .. ........,. Preeme ... -In the East RetfOTd e&ee, decided in the· 
Conrl of King's Bench in 1802 (repoTte Old1ieldl, .. it appeared to haie 
been the custom for two ~ and twenty- ,...". for tha sherilfs Bud 
aldermen to make whom they pleased freemen, for the purpose of creating 
vote,.., till they beC&DIe so confident of their poseesaing such a power that 
the,. proceeded to create forty--two bono....,. freemen at one time. This 
.. used an information in the natura of a quo ....... ""/0 to be filed within 
six yeaTS, &8 the statutn Iimitn 8I1ch information to that pcriod altnr the,. 
obtain the freedom of an,. carpoTation. Upon heaTing the same, the 
baili1fs and aldermen plsaded a CI18tom of two hundred and t"ent,. yea .... 
Upon which it wae obeerved that it had hacn also c-maTT to rob upon 
the highw&,. for 80 man,. yee .. , but that it was alwe18 the custom to hang 
the olfend .. when he was detected. Judgment of .... tor "as iaened 
against the whole forty--two hono....,., freemen." . 

The .. Chriatialls" of ShONham. -. In l7!L, the House of 
Commons diacue&ed a proposal for tha disfr&ncbiaement of Ne" Shoreham. 
It hed hacn discovered that corruption of th~_.!!!cst lIagra]'t eb8mctc.;:. 
existed in the borough, chiofly undO!_ the auspices o~ a body caned "Tho
Christian Club," which, piOl .... dl,. foriiiOil. fortliepromotion of rellgion 
and oharitY, exeroised ita funotions in negotiating the sale of the Beat for 
the borough to the high .. t bidder. This W&8 done b,. the agenc,. of & 

80cret committee. which concluded ,a transaction with the moat liberal 
caiididate, .. ceived the mene,., and divided the spoil among the clul> 
generally. As the membo~ of _~c_C?~~ __ 8~~_~iped. f m ruing 
themselves, on· the groun,r OlCOl18clentious seinPl ... _ tb,l>l:~~.J!!o 
~putation of b>:ib\lt7, IlDtiI&1liBIrgteement with the retUTning .. tiicer~ 
who w .. liithOlr confidence,led him to reveal all their plans.-' It appeared 
that at this paTtioul... e!ention thers were .liva candidatns, ow,. two of. 
whom O&DIe neaT the maTk with their olfers •. General Smith olf.red 30001 .. 
down, &I1d to benefit the plaoe b,. building shipping. Mr. Rumbold bid 
351. & vote to all the (reemen, and wae cOl1&Rquent1,.ob088n by, the com·· 
mittee. The returning officer, however, preferred the General. and th~ 

. diangreement ,led to an opon quarrel The Opposition of the do,. wished. 



ELliiOTIONB. 518 
to disfranchise the borough, but were outvot..d, the Honoo resolving 
instead that eight,..ODe of the freemen ehould forfeit the franehise for 
ever, and that the boundery of the borough for the fotnre ehould be 
extended to the Rape of Bramber . 

.. The Borough of Old Sarum."-The Rev. T. Mozle,. write. in 
his "Reminiscences," that having to tue the early da.y service fo!' a 
friend at Stratford· .. b·Castl., near Salisbury, he found tho COD£i;,gatiOU 
consisted of "th. clerk, som. sehool ehil~ and a blight .• l.. . g. old 
fOJJilli:::wi~u:n;-r;iblcun"in ... ii.iid a profosionoL.wbite -b,;ii.-·Tha 
service over, the ---cn-udrenwent to--tlJ.e Parsonage for the breakfast they 
bad well aarn.d. Th. old g.ntl.man hung behind, waiting for m.. He 
e.presaed hia wum approvel of the dail,. .. rnce. When people bad 
nothing elsa to do, they could not do better than .. ,. p .. ,..... For hia 
part, his work was over, and he was proud of: it. He had bem the 1 
borough of Old Sat"U"" and bad returned two representatives to PIll:I;a
mant for forty years, all honest men and gentlemen, not the sort of fellows 
they were sending to Parliament 'in these days! » 

Stones Voting.-In the II History of Sussex" it is mentioned, 
respecting the old borough of Midburst, "There w.re formerly 120 
burga.ge tenements, which entitled their respective owners to vote. One 
pi tho Lurde Montague pulled .om. of them down that ha might enlarge 
Cowdray Park, but had .ton .. inscribed • A Bnrgage' put into tha wall 
to indicate th.ir site.. Hence it was said that at Midburst the vory 
stones voted for Members of Parliament!' -

Sale of Boroughs.-Prof .... r Prym. "Yo' -" I have seen BIl 

adv.rtisement, hefore Gramponnd waa disfranchised, 91f.riug a _borough 
~r saI!I.(W.otbury), as not onI,. to b. ookl,oiiHobe .old by ord.r-otJhe 

<Lnrt of Ch"",~e!y. A ehort tim. hafore the Reform Bill, Lord Monson 
paid 100,000/. for Gatton, which contained about twenty-five houosB, and 
l'8ther more than ODe hundred inha.bitant"" Mr. Aubrey, fellow-commoner 
of Trinity College, and nsph.w of Sir J. Aubre,., told me that hia unols, 
wbo .. heir he woo, thought that he could not spend 1000/. a-,.sar more 
ploasantl,. than in buying a borough and sitting in Parliam.nt. He .. t 
for Aldborough, in Yorkshire, b,. arrangem.nt with ita proprietor, Mr. 
ne Crespiguy, and on the und.rstanding that be was to vote as he 
pl .... d. H. did not pa,. 1000/. annnolly for the privilege, but ca.lculated 
that it eoot him that. 50001. was the sum uoua.Il,. paid for a .. at." 

Proprietary Bighta.-llorlJl!!" •• ll relates in hia" Recollections ," 
.. O",,-~bl,,- lord used to go out hunli»g follow.l!_by'a~ or 
oeven.m.mbei!J!fParliament of hia own making. Anoth.r, b.ing ..xea. 
who should be returned fO'r one- of -his boroughs, ~~d a waiter at. 
Whi~~ __ Club; but as he did not know the man's Chri8ti&iinamlr,--tmr 
election was declared Toid, and & fresh election was held, when, the name 
having been ascertained, the w~!t.er __ ~~ duly elected. . . A Beat for r 
the whole duration of a Parllam.nt was .old fOr 50001. But aa Parlia
ment. were .ubj .. t to sudd.n dsath, prudent man made a hargain to pa,. 
1000/. a yeu 00 long as the,. oate in the HoU&e of Commons. Mr. Ricardo 
.and many others were members of the House of Oommons in virtue of 

L L 
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such payment. Sir Francis Burdett enlered Parliament by purehaae of 
a seat from the truslees of the Duke of Neweest1e-& minor." 

All .. Elegant CODtingeDcy."-Thomae Holerolt, the dramati.t, 
was member of .. political elub called .. The Society for CODBtilutional 
Information," and in 17~ wae p~culed for high treeson, with other 
membero of thet body. He drew up .. paper in hia own defence, in which he 
gave the following ae an insten .. of the corrupt atale of the parliamentary 
repreaentation: .. The berough of cntton, '!ithin the .. two years, waa 
publicly advertised for esle by auction: Dot ec1d for .. single parliament, 
but the fee simple of the borough, with 'the power of nominating the two 
representatives for ever. On the day of esle, the celebrated auctioneer 
scarcely notiead the value of the estale. The rental, the mansion, the 
views, the woods and waters, were unworthy regard, compared to what he 
called an eleglJfll COAling....". Yeo, the right of nominating two members 
to Parliament, without tbe emberraesment of voters, wae an elegant 
eontingeucy I • N oed I lell you, guutlemen,' eaid he, glancing round the 
room with inelfable .. If ... tisfaction, and exulting in what he ealled the 
jewel, the unique, which wae under hia hemmer, • Need I tell you, guut1e. 
men, that this elegant continguucy is the only iDfallible .. urce of fortune, 
titles, and honours in this heppy country P Thet it leads to the higheat 
situations in the Stale P And that, meandering through the lempting 
sinuosities of ambition, the purchaaer will lind the margin at",wed with' 
.... s, and hia heed quickly crowned with those precious garlands that 
flourish in full vigour round the fountain of honour P On this hel.yon 
..... if any guutlemau who has made hia fortune in either of the Indies 
chOOS88 once more to embark, he may "'pose in perf .. t quiet. No hurri
....... to dread; no tempestuous passions to allay; DO tormenting elsims 
of insolent electors to evade; DO tinkers' wives to kiss i DO impossible 
promisee to make; none of the toilsome and not very clean paths of 
canvaasing to dradge through; bllt, hia mind at ..... and hia ,COIUiOience 
clear, with this elegant- continguucy in hia pocket, the honours of the 
State await his plucking, and with ita emoluments his purse will over:8.ow! 'J 

AtbniDiatratiODS .... d Botten Bozougha.-Lord Pslm.rston 
wrote JILfo,no~ in hia J oumnl, respecting the mauipuletion Of COD

Stituencica by the Grenville Administration in 1806: .. The method 
adopted b" Miuieters WIth regard to tliell" 60IVugb 8eiitl! .... very politi. 
and ingenious. They purchased seats from their friends at a low price. 
making up the deficiency probably by appointments and promotio .... 
Thcae seats they afterwards .. Id out at the average market price to men 
who lIl'Omiaed them support; and with the differenee they carried on 
thair oonleeted el .. tions. The sum raised in this m ..... er wae atated, by 
• parecn who wae in the eecret, to he inoimcsivably gnat, and """"""to 
for an acaertion aftorwarda made by Lord Grenville in tbe Lords', that 

. • Dot one guinea of the public money had been spent in eleetiona.''' 

. Thio observation by Lord Palmerston (as his biogrspher, Lord Dalling,: 
remarks) seem. to imply tI,.t the spending public money for porlyelections 
would not bave been deemed, on the ;p81't of aDy Government, All extra
ordiuary ocenrl'tmce. 
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II""", Seats.-8ir Samuel Romilly wrote .. follows in his diary, in 
1807: .. I ohaJl procme myself & seat in the new Parliament, and Tiemey, 
who manages this busin ... for the friends of the late Administration, 
8BS1lr08 me he can hear of no eeats to he dispoeed of. Aftsr a Parliament 
which baa lived little mOM then four montha, one would naturally suppoae 
that those eeats which aM regularly aold by the proprietora of them wonJd 
be very cheap; they are, in fact, sold now at .. higher priee than was 
ever given for them hefore. Tierney te11e me that he has offered 10,OOOL 
for the two seats at Woatbury, the property of the late Lord Abingdon, 
and which are to he made the moat of by troato .. for cMditora, and had 
met with a refusal. 8OO0L and 55001. have been given for eeats with no 
stipulation as to time, or againaI; the event of a speedy diuolution by the 
King'. death, or by any change of Administration.» 

Depreciated Va.lue.-Aftsr the diuolution of 1831, the price of 
rotten boroughs was greatly djmjnished by the anticipa.tion of the eventual 
passage of a Bill sweeping them away. Mr. Torrens Mlatoa that Lord 
Yarboroogh, as geardian of the daughter of Sir L. Holm .. , aold to the 
Government for 40001. the next presentation to the eighl political .toJIs in 
St. Stephen's appurtenant to her property in the IeIe of Wight. The 
eight incumbents duly prayed for sndden death, and had the rara privilege 
of performing the port of chief mourners at their own funenl& 

Boroughmongering _ the Kefo...... Bill. - Mr. cneville 
writ.., Dec. 4, 1835: .. Lord Segrave baa got the Glonceatorshire Lien· 
tenancy, and this appointment, disgrseefu1 in itself, eshlbits a1l the moat 
objectionable featmeB of the old borongbmongering eystem, which ..... 
anppoaed to he owapt away. He ..... in London &8 BOOn as the breath was 
out of the Duke of Beaufort'. body, went to Melbonrns, and c1aimed ths 
appointment on the score of having three members, which was more than 
any other man in Engla.nd now returned. 'My brothers,' he said, 'the 
electors do not know by sight; it is my in6uence which retnrns them.' 
The appeal was irresistible, a.nd 'We are three' was as imperative with 
Melbourne &8 'We are seven' ..... with the Duke of Ne .. east1e. The 
scarcity of the eommodity enhances its value, and no .. that nominations 
are swept away, the few who are still fortunate enough to posseas some 
remnants are great men; and Segrsvo's three brothers, thrown (ea they 
would without soruple heve been) into the opposite scale, wonld have 
nearly tumed it," 

The J'irst Conviction for Bribery.'-'In ths session of 1571, & 

line .... imposed on the borough of Westbury, fOl.A~g a bribe. ~f 
four PO'iods :::em Thomaa Long, U being. very' simple man &nl of mnall 
capacity • in-that; plaCe; .. ""d the mayor ..... ordered to repey the 
money. Long, however, doee not seem to have been expe1led. This is 
the earlioat precedent on record for the punishment of brihery in e1e.tions. 
~HaUam'. II Conalitution.aZ Hi.tory." 

Magisterial Delinquents. -In 1716 (writ..- OJdlield), Philip I 
Ward, Esq., Mayor of OUord, in eonjnnction With several other magis. , 
_ of the city, wrote & letter to Sir Thomas Stapylton and the Hon./ 
Bohart Lea, their memhere, offering to elect them again at the next· 

LL2 
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general election for & stated sum of money. The letter was produce~ ill 
the House j whereupon the writers were ordered to be arrested and com
mitted to N e .. gato. After a conlinement of eome time. the,. ... ere dis
charged. upon petitioning the Houae. heving firet been reprimanded on 
their be .. b,. the Speaker. 

Impl:'j.sonment f... Brib...,. .-The ..01 ........ 1 Regist,.,. for 1804 
recoras: Ale:u.udel' Davidson, Esq., the opulent banker and contractor; 
John Whito PareoDB. and Thomae Hopping. gents .• have been eentonced 

• b,. the Court of King's Ben.h. for gross bribery and corroption at the 
late Dehester election, to twelve months' confinement in the Marshalaea 
prison. 

A Heavy Panishment f... Brib...,..~n March 18th. 1819. 
Sir M''!''.'.l>.LoJ'es. Bart ....... tried and convicted;",;;;;;r •• iifenced tel. pa,. 
• Jine. of 10LOQ!)t,ljna lOllG1mpriSoll1lll' ii'-Exeter Gaol for two ,. ...... for 
bribing several of the electors of the borongh of GrampoUlld. With I 
referenee to this ... e. Lord John Russell moved in the House of Commons 
(JnI,. 11th. 1820) thet the House should address the Throne to remit part 
of the punishment. The motion, after 80me discussion, W88 withdrawn. 

A ConBtituenCJ' Hea'rily l'iDed.-In reoent times we have an 
instance of a somewhat heavy penalty fallinUP9!!!..~.C!~~e_I!~1 ~or CO~. 
~~t!ce8 &~ ~ election, 88 the following statement from the Times 

. of 6th Msrc1l,"l871 will show, .. The Bridgewater Town COlUlcil were 
on Friday iiiformed &t they wonld have to pay 8l46!. as the c .. t of their 
election oommission. It ..... stated thet the payment wonld nsceeaitate a 
rate of 20. 6<1. in the POUlld." In the end it amounted to 20. 

l'rioe of Votea.-P!!'yjously to the Reform Bill of 1882. peelmiary 
inlIuene. had operated upon the electoro of many borougha to an extent 
sosrcely now to be imagined. 4L Hull and Beverley. and probebl,. at 

. t many other pia .... it ..... o~ary aft8ilhii_tiQVj.g-:gty:eJ.o"!' gnine .. 
for Rr ejug1• vet_, or two for a divided one. ~on, a small borough 
and 8e&.port on the Humber, DOW disfranchised, it was,_ usual to give 
twenty me.. fOLLeingll!..:rote. and ten-forr. divided one. Jlefore , an 
e1~ there W88 ...!~~~~~e made. but t!!.~_~~t~~~:r 0_B.. _ 

I bei!!K~l!'\nssod.-'· You wiU do wbat is usuel otter the election. sir. I 
8Uppoae P" and the oandidate wonld repl,. in the affirmative. Many of 
the poOt" electors did notwait for an eleation, but borrowed of the member 
sums of money, for wbieh t,bey gave a promissory Dote. When an 
election came, ten or twenty guineas W88 receipted upon the Dote, the 
residue of which 8till gave ths candidato & hold upon the elector for a 
future oo"";on. This wea told to me (aays Pryme) by Mr. Chaytor. of 
pennithome. In Weneleydele. who long represented tho borough. To 

show the eXtent to which eorroption prevailed, I ma,. mention that when 
the Reform Bill W88 spoken of to 80m. eleetoro in Stalford. the,. axpressed 
their ple881lre at it. and hoped that there wonld be introduced into it oeme 
plan for the better peyment of poor votere! St. .Alban·s was on the Great 
North Road, which gave the town prosperitY by ito posting; and it ..... 
oaid of ita inhabitants, when tho groat inn ..... given up. that the,. .... 
marked •• -,ve have Dothiug now left til seU but oar vote&:"-Pryme" 
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• ' BecolZeotiom." Oldfield, in his" Representative History," states t.hBrt 
-the freemen of the borough of Grampouud had ~een known to boast of 
receiving three hundred guineas 8 man for their votes at one election . 
.Respecting the genera.! election of 1826, the Times of June 20th of that I 
yea.r has the following: II During the electIon at SUdbury, four cabbngoal 
Bold for £10, omd & plate of goooeberrie. fetched £25-; the Bellerowhcre 
.these articles were so dear being VOWI'S. At Great M~low, on the con
.trary, things were cheap, and an elector during the election bought a sow 
and nine young pigs for a penny." 

A Visitor from the DlOOD.-When the borough of Wendover W88 

.in the posa$sion of Earl Verney, the electors in general lived rent free 
-on condition of giving their voteo to hie lordship'. nominee. A remark
able cireumstance happened in 1768, in connection with this mutual 
arrangtIment, which Oldfield describee. In the yoM named, a Mr. Atkins 
ibad undertaken, by llo coup-de-main., to carry the election against his 
lordship's interest i and qnite unexpectedly, on the day of the election, 
Sir Robert Darling was proposed and returned by & considerable m&jority. 
The voters were puniehed for their treachery to their euperior by being 
instantly ejected from their hoUBOB, omd were obliged to toke refoge in 
.huts and tents for six months. when, upon a proper acknowledgment of 
their contrition, they were allowed to repossess their ~form.er dwellings. 
In 1784, hi. lordship being in strait., the votero retaliated upon him by 
engsging with two eomdidateo against hie lordship'. intereet and inlIuence, 
for a sum of 6.oool. This being settled., a gentleman W88 employed to 
go do~ when he was met, according to previous appointment, by the 
electors at .. mile from the town. The electors asked the strangeI' where 
he came from. He l'8plied, U From the moon." They then asked, '(What 
news from the moon P " He answered that he had brought from thence 
.6,0001. to be distributed among them. The electors, being thus satisfied . 
witb the golden news from the moon, chose the candidates and received 
·their reward. 

The" D ..... cing· l'unch."-Thp A .... ual &gisler for 1775 say" :
In the course of. the evidence given before the select committee appointed. 
·to try and determine the Hindon election, the following circumstances 
-came out. On a day previous to the e1ectioD, a man, disguised in .. fan
tastio female habit, went about the town to canvass for two of the can
didstes. This fignre, which was eaIled the Dancing Punch, eaIled at the 
door of almost every elector, and gave each five or ten guineas; and sent 
for such as had not been eaD.vassed at their own houses, to au bm. in the 
town, and there distributed ita favours in the same ma.nner. Some others 

. in the opposite interest attended in an outer apartment of the house 
where their friends sat in an imler room, and there obliged the electors to 
sign an acknowledgment for a certain B1lDl of money, which being doue; 

.& paper eontaining ten or fifteen guinea. was homded out to every elector 
through .. hole in the door. Upon that and other evidence the committee 
reeolved, That Richard Smith and Thoma. Brsnd Holli., Esq •. , had been 
returned by notorious bribery; That the House be moved fm' leave to 
.bring in & bill to disfranchise the borough of Rindon, in Wilt.. Th .. e 
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resolutions' were confirmed by the Houee on the 24th ofF.bruary, when 
it w.. a\eo deeided that no writ should b. iesued for one month. It 
appears, however, from Oldfield's It Representative History," that th~ 
dlsfr&DchisiDg bill was not p .... d, &Dd a DOW writ was ordered to b. 
iasued on the 8th of lIlay, 1776. • 

II Gola Pillao"-In an article on If Bribery .. Ancient and Modem.'" 
in the Quart ... 1Jy RooimD, it is remarked that, .. As in tha histery of the 
A"""''' Republic, 10 in tha histery of England, ths ferm of corruption 

hich meets us oftenest is tha direet bribery of tha electorate. This first 
cam. an organised system under Oharles n. It reached its climax 

under George m., who recognised and recommended it. Writiog I<> 
Lord North, October 16, 1779, h. said,'If the Duke of Northumberland 
requires 80m. gold pills for the .lection, it weuld be wrong not to satisfy' 
him.' Th... Oxp8D888 were paid out of the Kiog's Oi'ril List, and w ..... 
a heavy burden on his resources. The Secret Service monJ~Y seems at 
eent~spent in electioneering.':, 

II Mist_ Most."-LordDundonaldreIates in his U Autobiography/' 
that whil. csnvasaiog tha .l.cters of Honiten on. of these independent.. 
said to bim. to Yon need not ask me, my lord, who I votes for; I always. 
votes for Mr. Most," 

An Election :ause~Lord DundODB!d &leo tells that wh.n h. first 
. stood for Honiten (whil. Lord Oochrane) h. refused to give bribeo, and 
tha seat was •• oured by hia oppon.nt, who paid five pounde • head. On 
this, Oochran. d.termined tbat the n.xt tima thare was • vacancy in the 
horengh tha .. at ahould b. his without 1wib81'!/; and h ... nt tha bellmm 
round the town to proclaim that all persona who had voted for him might 
.. pair to hia ngent and rec.ive ten guin.... At the n.xt election n .. 
qDOBtiona w... asked, and be was triomphantq retamed. Thia .«.cted 
(b. says in hia .. Autobiography"), .. it was than p1ainlyasked what ... .,osf 
faeto consideration .. 88 to b. expected by thoae who had aupported "'. u. 
eo delicate a manner. 'Not on. farthing" was the reply_ • But, my 
lord, you geve ten guin ... a heed to.th. minority at the laat .leetion, and 
tha majority have been caloulatiDg on eomethiog handeom. on the praeont 
oocasion.' • No doubt. The former gilt was for their disinterested COD

duct In not takiDg the bribe of five pounde from the agents of mT 
opponent. For me new to pay them would be a violation of my own 
previously.upressed principles! ,,, . 

The Bich .... a the :PoOJ.' C .... clia .. ta.-The story is told by Mr., 
Ahraham Hayward that ha had giv.n a dinn.r to Louis Blanc, and oome 
prosy guBOt had been elaborately explainiDg the workiDgof our Oonstitu. 
tion to the French histori&D. Mr. Qniotio Dick, • wealthy W BOt Indian, 
who had for long been retamed by the borongh of W BOt Looe, at'langth> 
lest all patien... He broke out: .. At the laat election I spoke to mT 
constitoents .. followa: 'Gentl.m.... my opponent is a very poer man' 
with a large family. I am a rich man, and I thank GOO. all I oare for in 
this world is oovered by my hat.' I put my hat on my head, and th.T 

v • Thill cam.e out in aIlIwel' to queatioDS in ParUament In the spring o!- 1886. 
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returned me. That, air, is tim practical working of the British CODa 

StitutiOD." 
Parliamentary Agents and Dribery.-On 1.he .econd reading 

of the St. Albml's Disfranchisement Bill, in MaTch, 1852, Mr. Jacob Bell, 
who had been returned for the borough, rose in its defence, and in the 
eonrse of his speech thus commented on the general corruption whi~h he 
maintained rendered St. Alban's no WQrse than other places: U There 
were certain expellSe8 which were illegal, but which, nevertheless, must 
bo paid-not the purest election in the world could be conducted with" ut 
them_d yet, in the strict letter of the law, they .ndangered the ... t. 
Oonsequently, it was necessary to employ various agents. The genus 
• Parliamentary agent' comprised several species. Those who performed 
what was called the' awkward business' must be cunning. ingenious, and 
n:acrgetie. and must have a contrivance at hand to meet every case. 
They must he indefatigable, fea. nothing but d.feat, eare for nothing but 
neiory. These agents, while performing the most slippery businesa 
behind the C8D.didate's back, must convince him. when in his presence that 
they were the purest persons in the world, and that, if • .hilling im. 
\lroporly spent could aaTO his election, they would not .zpend it. They 
\IOrpetrated the mOBt unblushing wrong in the most daring manner. 
They had many methods of accomplishing their purpose, of which an 
OIlWlpIe or two might be iuamcti.... A ParIi&mentary agent of this 
kind had • room in some part of the town called a committe.·room, but 
... hich the candidate never heard of. When an elector C&D1e he was 
ushered into the preB8Doe of the agent, wbo· would "y, • Well, Mr. 
Smith, how do you do to-day f 'at the eame time holding up threo 
fiDgaro, to signify he ...... to have throe sovereigns. The el.ctor would 
perhaps say, if he were dissatisfied with the amount, I I am not very we 

"to.dey.' The ageut then, holding up fin fiDgaro; ... ould "y, • I am sorry 
you are not well to-day, Mr. Smith.' The elector would then say, I Oh, I 
am not .. ery ill. It is ell right.' He woUld then go and"look out of the 
window, and while he was doing so the agent would put five sovereigns 
upon the table. The agent would then go nnd look out of the window in 
his turn, and the elector would walk to the table, and wh.n the agont 
turned round the elector was gone, and tbo aovereigns hed vanish.d. 
The el.otor did not .. e the agent put down the money, and the agont did 
not see the elector take it up. When a ParIi&mentary Committee waa 
appointed, the agent swore he neVer gave any money, and the elector 
swore no one gave him any. When the five hon01l1'&ble gentlemen who Silt 

upon the committee heard this. they Aid. f There has been some clever 
management here. but there is no evidence.' . • This was only one 
method in whicb bribery ..... carried on. He had heard of fifteen or 
twenty guin ... being given for. eanary bird. There waa another method 
which was much more easy to practice without risk of de.tection-that of 
employing people for various purposes, and paying them. There were 
usually a great number of agents, spies. secretaries, and messengers, all 
rotai.ned for five or six weeks preparatory to an election, and paid so 
much'. week. The ...... re put down as legal charges, though if thoroughly 
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sifted it would be found that almost the only ..moe theee people per
formed waa at the hustings or polling.booth. • • He claimed indulgenoe 
for IDs borough. It W88 in the mud. and he was iu the mud with it, but 
he would never shrink from performing IDs duty towarde it." Mr. Bell'. 
arguments were ineffecton1. The bill passed, and St. Alban'. no more 
dorded practice for parliamentsry agsnts. 

A .. Good ... d B&fe 1Iot ..... W ... ted.-At the gsnera\ election in 
1852. 80me curious oiroumstauoee occurred at Derby. A leading member 
of the Libera! oommittee. acoompanied by two or three policemen. obtsined 
&coo .. to a committse·room of the Minieteri&! candidate. where they found 

. seated at the table a man named Morgan. who had a pile of money before him. 
and a book iu which were entered the namea of several of the ala.tors, with 
maro affixed. He W88 arrested, and on examination before a magistrate 
admitted that tbe book contained the nam .. of persons who had received 
money for their votee •. Upon him Wa& found a Iettsr running as follows: 
.. A good and asie man, with judgment and quiokn .... wanted immediately 
at Derby. I suppose that you cannot leave your own place; if not, send 
some one in whom :ron can trust in your place. Let him go to Derby on 
receiving this, and find the Oounty Tavern in the eont .. of the town, and 
send his card to ODS, B.rothers, and Oompany, leadworks, as eoming 
from Cheater. That will be enongh.-W. B .• Monday." Thls Iettsr waa 

. addreesed to .Mr. Frail. of Shrewsbury, a well.known alactioneering agent; 
and an iuquiry into the Derby election being held by a select oommittee 
of the House of Oommons. they reported that an organised system of 
bribery prevailod iu the borough, and that the' letter was written by the 
Right Hon. William Beresford, Seoretsry.at.War. They did not. how. 
ever, think thero WB8 suJlioient evidence of his complicity in illegal 
transactions. but they considered the letter .. emibited • reck1ees iu. 
difference and dieregard to consequence. which they cannot too highly 
censure." 

.. The 1Iot... iD the lIItoon. "-An eloction oommieaio.. pursuing 
its iuquiries iuto bribery at Wakelield, iu 1859. came aoroea .. vera! 
references to au. individual called II the Man in the lIooD," who appeared 
to beve bee .. actively concerned aa an agent iu el .. toral oorrnption. At 
le .. gth a witn ... said he had engaged the man in quaation.-Mr. Serjeant 
Pigott: Who is heP-Witneae: Well. I'd rather .. otdisclose IDs name 
yet; hut I Ban produce him if neoeeaery. The seoret baa been .. well 
kept that it would be a pity to disolose it before it is .. eceeeary.-Serjeant 
Pigott: Oan you produce him to.day P-Witne .. : Oh, yes; he is hard by. 
I can bring him in at once.-Serjeant Pigott: We ehell be delighted to 
.e_ him.-Witne .. th_ .. left the court, and in • few minutee returned with 
the .. Man in tho Moon," who said his name was Whitehead. and he was 
an upholsterer at Bradford, but had been iu the habit of teking part iu 
electioneering aff.irs.-Mr. Sarj_ant Pigott: I suppose :ron know you 
wont by the name of n the Man in the Moon» while you were here p_ 
Whitehead: Well, I believe that was my d •• igoatiOll.-Serjeant Pigott. 
And there is .. 0 doubt about your identity P-Whitehead: Ob dear no; 
I'm the man, sure e .. ough. 
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The Hole ill the Wa.lL-In the .I.ction of 1868 for the city of 
Dublin. eaclt fro.m .... got his five-pound note from a hole in the wall. The 
same thing was done at Beverley about the same time. At Shaftesbury, 
in 1774, ao alderman of the town. di.gui.ed as Punch. p .... d through a 
hole in the door twenty guineas to each voter, for which each had to sign 
&. .bill pa.yable to 8. fictitious" Glenbueket," to disguise the na.ture of the 
transaction.-Quarterly .&.ietD . 

. Election Expenses ill 1874.-It appeared by a return made to 
the Ho ... of Commons in Augast. 1874, after tho gen.ral election. that 
the expenses incurred by the candidate. throughont the United Kingdom 
amounted. omitting froctions of pounds, to 1.041.4361. Of this .um the 
expenseB of the ca.ndidates for Euglish counti.. were 383.888/.; for 
Welsh counties. 33.900/.; for cities and boroughs in England and Wal ... 
424,2041.; for Ireland (counties, cities, and boroughs), SO,llOI. j and for 
Scotland. 119.3361. 

Cost of Elections ill 1880.-The returns presented from the 
.. v.ral counties and boronghs after the general election of 1880 showed I 
the following among otber high figores: In the county of Middl ..... the 
""P.nses on b.half of the BUccessfal ca.ndidates. Lord G1lorg. Hamiilton 
and Mr. Octavius Coope. w.re 11.506 Sa. U.; and tho •• of th.ir UUBUC

cessfa1 comp.titor. Mr. H.rbert Gladstous, amounted to 63771. 7 •• ?i<l.. I 
the largest item in this tot&! being 9671. 18 •. 6<1. for conveyance of votero'l

l 

In West Kent. the .xp.nses of Sir C. Mills and Viscount L.wisham w.re 
10.6461. 13 •• 10<1.; of the UDSucc.ssfa1 candidate in the Lib.ral interest 
:Mr; Bompas, 4595Z. 13B. 4d.; and of Mr. J. M&y,. a tena.ut-farmer candi: 
date. 819/. 17 •• 6<1. In South-west L .... cashire. Sir R. 0. ... and Mr. J. 
Blackburn. w.re returned at ao expense of over 10.oo0L In the West 
Riding of Yorkshire, eastern division, the expenses of the two successful ( 
Liberal members, Sir A. Fa.irbairn and Sir J. Ramsden were 7703Z.; and 
those of their unsucceSBlul competitors, Mr. O. B. Denison and Lord 
Laecelles. were 7843/. 17 •. 9<1. In Lambeth, Sir J. C. Lawrence and 
A1dermao 11'Arthur paid 10.666L ISs .• and Mr. Morgao Howard •. the 
UDSucceasful candidate. 7605L 10 •. 9<1. In Southwark. the exp.nses of 
Mesare. Cohen and Roge.. were 80081. 6.. 10<1.; and tho.e of M ...... 
Cattl.y and Clarke. the d.feated Cons.rvative candidatee. were 75621. 48. 6<1. 
In the borough of Greenwich. Mr. Boord and Baron H. de Worms were 
d.bited with 7166!. At Neweast1e-on-T;yue. the .xpenses of Mr. Jos.ph 
Cowen were 2219l., and those of Mr. Ashton Dilke, 2056Z.; these two 
gentlemen being the elected Liberal members. In the Flint Boroughs, 
the expenses of the successful Liberal candida.te, Mr. J. Roberts, were 
32441. 17 •. 6<1.; and tho •• of his oppon.nt. Oaptain Pennant, 34021. The 
cost of the Gravesend election. and the petition which followed aod 
unseated the eaodidate returned, was estimated allogether at 20.0001. 
The unopposed rsturn of Mr. Samuelson for From. cost 379/. Ss. 0<1 .• of 
which 891.121. was for printing and advertising. 701. 17 •. 3<1. for hire of 
public halls and committe. rooms. and 1671. Sa. 8<1. for profe .. ional ngeney • 
.messengera, clerks, postage, &C. 

Col'l.'1lpt l' ...... tice. ill 1880_-The election. in 1880 were in maoy 
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cases exceedingly corrupt, and gave rise to some remarkable inquiries, 
~J!llIlissioD. which sat at Macclesfiel«l.~llorted that they were U much 
otruck bj- the-.p.m. fe&rI~'C coDfidiug DlADIler in which corruption 
was practised on both sides. n They went on to oay that ... though it seems 
doubtful whether a contested election bas e .. er been fought in MaoolesJield 
on really pure principleo. the corruption at the late election was far more 
widespread and far more open than bad been the case at any preTioua 
Parliamentary election." Th~cAedulO!! 2872 persono .. guilty of corrn-pt 
pnctjeee, in~!,g the tl'Q memben~ unseated on petitio~' as well 8& 

c.rtain ineti ... of the peace, aldermen. and councill.J!rs. They aIeo go .... 
~ '._- \ .- .. - - .--

it as their opinIon that. o¢ of 6000 yo~~. more than /,""S..QOO had been 
oP'lratocl.OIlJ>yjcihery. B~th sid.. eng&gj~:!"o.!l'lL!"'phiins;·~ w!lit 
distri)t.ut,fld bribes AJp~ y.eJ!~ctors in their respective waras.-Hore, as 
in many other p1aeeo. el~nr.seed to haTingrectiVl!<l_ monoy_from 
both parties. One of the unoeated members said he bad taken part in 
politics sin ... 1832, when his father was first elected. and bad succeeded 
him in the .. presentation. .. He had no doubt the .. was a good deal of 
ordinary Parliamentary electoral amusement going on at the lata election. 
It Wad been the custom in Macclesfield sincel~ to distribute refresh!Deat 
tlekets to. voters alter jhul"!iPii;-H.-.OU!d ..member st&ii<llng at the 
polliug bootiipr.;;;enifug voters with tickets in his father's name. giTing 
68. for a Bingls vote and 12a. for a plumper. Not infrequently tickets 
dissolved into drink, and he remsmbsred one woman telIiug how she and 
har -husband bought & barrel of ale. took it home, sat up with it. and 
'rostied-' with it till it was finished. _ Oandidataa were on happy torms with . 
the voters in those days. and there WBB a general jollifieation at elections." 
-Sandwich WB8 ailothe ... emarkable..... He .. tI)OS.p8l8OU8 were reportod -
guU]iOf"i'nrrTJJli-l>"",ticss. and :w. BB haTing ,....hol llribss..f>o;m bot!!
sideO. One of thsae coofesoed that, haTing .... ived 81. from sach P&r!T. 
h.tosaad up a penny to see how he should vote. The C2!!lllli!!m!>l!l!rs 
"!P'!rted ... It did aotllPPear..tbat-the mode of taking votes by ballet bad 
the siiS;htiiiireJfeOt in ehseking.brihQri:--On theeontraiy.\ohile it snabled 
many voters to take bribes on both .ide., it did not, as far as we could 
ascertain, render a Bingle person unwilling to bribs for tsar of bribing in 
vain." The agent of one eandidate, whose expeDB8I!I were returned at. 
81581.. ooofesoed to an ontlay of 56001.-At Chester similar praeti .... 
prevailed. A witn ... he .. said that ~.!I0wing )ike ~and men 
a~.~m~:rL1!~1'! dril!)Qyg it all d~ They Were'all drnnk.-AI-mGU . 
• oster. 1916 electors admitted haTing .... ived bribss to ths amount ot 
About 2S00L The OOll\Dlissioners bolieved 2756 w~'!._bri.\Jed out o.C4904, 
who recorded their veto.. M~trMiil=DC .&lderme,!-"",e- 8Cl1edolaol 
a~inong th.! ~ty pe~ Shops. mown as U ngar shops,» were hired as 
eentres 70' ih"orilimg agants. and money was sometimes distributed from 
them through a hole.-At Oxford, in addition to other malpraeti .... th" 
use of forged ballet pepers in lac."",;ie was discovered some days alter 
tho oIOS~U:--- -- ---..-' 

!' iim ent f01' C01'r1lpt ~ti.e •. -Some of the oJfend .... iii 
the .aaea of Sand"ieh and Mae.lesfield, were brought bsfore the Queen'a 
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&neb Division for judgment, in Nonmber. 1881. ~licitors or I ~ S' 
Maeclesfield were __ te!looL.to ~.!IlOllu..:. imprisoDmOll~..nthiiuT 
cIa8Slli"'tioo~as misdem ........ to, th8 _judges saying ... thole .... DO _I 
for treating persous convicted of bribery diJferent1:r from pel8OO8 who had 
committAld other o!fen ... of • bed ehaxacter.» A solicitor and • town 
eonneillor of Sandwich were sentenced to six mooths' imprisonment each, 
and six other o!fenders in the borough to terms of two and three mooths. 
respectivel:r. 

Increased l'1'eVa1eDce of Coftouption.-!t a conference of 
Liberal o.ssociationshold in the Cit)" of London, Decem .... 1883. Lol'll I H : 
Graniille ... a , .. with ..,gi.rd to theHDiOde of elaetmi members "ti>ih .. 
H .... of Commons, n:,as hoped by some that a self-acting -l!""""!!!. of 
purification ~ing em; bnt if an:rhod:r en!erlained that D-"fuJ!. it m1lSf; 
ha .... been ~l'_~ h:r the last general eleetiOll~ 1880. I believe
it is an undoubted fact that two ai.d a half millions of mone;r were spent 
then, the greateryo<t of ",hieb .. oii.1,nil,""beOn more -uBeful1y .... mor.,. 
benefieially emPl~ if it had been thrown lnto the..... A gn!&ter ( 
number of Individaal8-... re-bribeci th&ii had- ever beenliiibed before, ... d 
some eonstitnenciee were eo notorious1:r eorrupt that no one belonging to
them Tentnred to lodge a petitioo 00 the enhjeet. liijn.1een p.t.jtiI/M. .. . I we... however. p .... ooted, and the reeult ebowed • frightful _~ Qf 
bribery and corruption, and, what wae etill mora materia(" ~'!'!!!_ 1 
demora.li:!!ili-"~.!n the tone and sentlment with which these praetieee ,.... • 
regarded. Her llajeetfe Government had not beeitated to grapple witll , 
thie great evil, and Iast;rear euoeseefull:r carried their bill, the obj .. t of \ 
whieb .... to tr:r to atop corrupt praetiees, and to prevent unn~ / 
expenee being tmoWll upoD ..... didates. n 

Disfranchisecl Voters at Ch_.-In Hareh. 1888. expired 11J'S-~ 
the period of eev!"';reare ~~K..!!1!!e!>.700 o~.SOO eitize~ of Ch.'-ler ... re 
eondemned to lOse _~e _ fran~t iI:l consequence of corrupt prae~ees 
dliriiig- th..-eJeCti ... of 1880. Owiug. how...... to the decision of the 
Re.iSiiig Barrister. thep:ould.~ot.he.plaeed OIl the .... gister in time to 
exereiee the franehise llIl)il Januar;r 1,_ 1889. Th. city iteelf .... dis-
franehised for some time. and IlIlder the Redi.etribution Bill .... granted 
.... member only inetead of two. The entire expenses of the Reyal Cum-I 
miseioo appointed to inquire into the eorropt praetieee aII.ged to pre..w 
at; Cheeter were, to the amollllt of over 4OOOl.. also born. by the ratepe:r ... . 

'rotal Cost of Pa",liament&:rJ' Elections.-A blu.-book .... 7 
published in 1887 ~tainingareI!!m.9U!!e..t:oo/§.l!f all the .. ,,--~ at I S'" 
the generaiOr.CliOll of tho previous year. together with the d.tails of 
eueb eeeto, and in eaeh .... the maximum eeaIe allowed b:r tho Corrupt 
Practicee Act of 1888. The snme given are inclusive of retoruing oIIicers' 

~ .. ~.:=::'''::'-~~:;~; ~~~.-:~:: I 
of lbe legal maximum of 711.075L; in Scotlan"'y' 8-.!,8S8l. (40. 7t! a $) 
out of 108.8501.; and in Ireland, 25.~5d. a vote) out of 70.815L 

Small Electioa Bzpenses ill 1886.-The expenses conpectd 
1ri..th Mr. Gladstone'. election for Midlothian warc anno1UlCed to be as. ----.'-- '-._. --._---- --------- "-- - ~ -_. 
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follows: Returning officor's, 71. 11 •. ; peroonalexpens .. , 29/. 10 •. ; eIeetion 
agentB, 63/.; clerks, 18/. 10 •. ; printing, advertieinlf, stationery, postages, 
and telegrams, 20/. 5 •. 5<1.; meoting and committee rooms, 811. 14 •. 6d.; 
miBCellanOODB, 20/. 121.2<1.; tot"l, 1911. 88. lei. Mr. Bright'. olection for 
Oontral Birmingham cost: Returning officer'. oxponsos, 51. 15&. 8d.; 
eandide.te's personaJ expenses, U. 10., 94. i clerks, printing, stationery. 
advurtising, &c., 48/. 9s. 6<1.; postage, tologroms, hire of rooms, &c., 
25Z. lOs. i miscellaneous expenses, 3Z. 108. 6c1.; election agent's fee, nil i 
total, 84/. 16 •. 5<1. The expense. of Mr. W. Abroham, elected in tho 
mille .. ' interest for the Rhondda ValleY' division of Glemorganshi1'e, 
were dacIared at tho 'l!!Preeedentodly small sum of 11 .... tho retuming 
officer'. feo. 

Cost of Election CommissioJlS.-A Parliamontary retum is.uad 
in 1882 gave tho coat of the OollUllissions which sat after the general 
election of 1880. These were eight in number, and the most expensive 
was for .Macclesfield, 5064/. Gloucester .ame next with 41611., <»ford 
following with 3781L, Oh .. ter with 33521., Boston with 2760/., Knarea
borongh with 2258L, Sandwich with 2139L, and Oanterbury with 17271. 
From the elassiJi.ation of the principal items of expenditere, it appeared 
that the oost of shorthand notes at .Maceloafield "as 12001., and, at 
Sandwich 3411. • 

All. Ezpensive Election in OEfordshire. - An Orlordahire 
election in !'l§i..was the cau .. of graat party animosities. The .heri1l 
retumad aInhe four candidates, and theY' all petitionad, complaining of 
nndue election and double retum. After a very long debate, on the 18th· 
of November and on manY' subsequent days, it "as eventnslly decidad tbat 
Lord Parker and Sir Edward Tumer were tha sitting memharo, and tbat 
Lord Wenman and Sir Jam .. Dashwood had not been dnl:r elected. The 
8llIDB of money spent on this occasion were enormous. Walpole wrote to 

t 
Sir Hor ... .Mann: "A Imowing lawysr said to-day that, with purchasing 
tenures, votes, and carrying on the election and petition, 55,OOOL will not 
pay the whole expense." 

Half .. Million spent in ... Election.-In 1807 (writes Oldfield) 
the m.!"'\ e:q>'!!'8ive oontest took pIeee fot the representation of York. 
ahire tha ever diatinguishad the annals of electiuneerillg. The candidates 
were Vi.cannt .Milton, BOD of Earl Fitawilliam, supported by the Whig 
party; tha Hon. Henry Las.elles, SOD of Lord Harewood, proposed by the 
':rori .. ; and William Wilbarforee, Esq., on the Dissenting and ind ... 
pandent interest. The election was earriad on with doubtful au ..... 
between the two party oandidates for fifteen days, but .Mr. Wilbarforoe 
was at the head of the pell for the whole tims. It terminated in favour of 
.Mr. Wilbarforee and Lord .Milton, the numbers being-For Wilbarforee, 
11,808; for Lord .Milton, 11,177; for Laseell .. , 10,990. This .ontest is 
&sid to have oost the three partie. near half • million of mone,.. The 

~
IjlJlIII@II ~.Ml: .. Wilberf~rcs were. defraye<!]>;r puW. ~bseril'tion; and 
neb public &e&l was manif.sredUi hi. lavour, that more than double the 
llm neoessary was raised in a few days, and one moiety was afterwarda 

returned to the subs.ribars.-Lord Brongham notes that "The committee 



BLIilOTIONS. 525 
which conduct..d Mr. Wilberf ... e's election for Yorkslilie in 1807 state 
their expenses at 58,ooo~, with every resource of the most rigid economy, 
and great voluntary assistance in labour." 

A Yorkshire :Lacl.:v's Zea.l.-Mrs. Fanny Kemble, in her" Records 
'of Later Life," relates the following of Mrs. Wentworth Beaumont, 
which she 11'88 told by Lord Dacre: .. Left the widowed mistre .. of a 
princely estate in Yorkshire. on the occasion when the most passionate 
contest recorded in modem electioneering times made it doubtful whether 
the Govemment candidate, or the oue whose politics were more in 
accordance with her own. would be retnmed to Parliament. ahe-then a. 
very old lsdy-drove in her travelling carriage with four hora .. ~ 
Downing Street, and, demanding to s.e the Prime Minister, with who 
she was well acqnsint..d, accoeted him thns: 'Well, my lord, are yo 
quite determined to make your man stand for 01W Beat P J r Yes, Mrs 
Beaumont, I think quite determined.' I Very well,' replied the lady; I 

am on my way down to Yorkslilie with e1ghty thonsand ponnds in th 
carriage for my man. Try and do b.tter than that.' .. 

~he Nottingham r. ..... bs.-In the year 1790, a liercely contested 
election took place for Nottingham. On one of the polling days, I, being 
at a window in the market-place, saw the people oet leddsrs against the 
Exchange II&ll, burst throngh the windo.... and seize a dep6t of con
stables' stave .. which they cut into bludgeons and threw out to the people 
b.low. One of tbem was aimed at the heed of Mr. Smith (one of the 
candidate.), as he was laaving the hustinge in the market-place, but he 
was saved by having on an e10eedingly high-crcwned hat, such as was. 
theD. fashionable.-Pryme'. U RecoZlection8." The p:rofe880r'a daughter 
adds in a note, II On July 12, 1865, about ten a.m., an attack was made 
by the Lambe on a committee-room of Morley and Paget (Nottinghamy. 
and it was completely gutted. One e&DD.ot here say, Tempora mutamur. 
no. sf mutamur in init." . 

ne Vse of Bed-Kot l'okers.-Dnring an election inquiry. at 
N orwieh_.i!tll1!5!- oome curious particulars ~ere 1llIfoIil&r.'\li>lourab18 
employment of voters it app88red was common, and also the hire of eham 
committee-rooms to stimulate the landlords. One of the Conservetive 
agenla stated thet he put on about 100 mOb. in a district in which the 
Toting power was 800 or 900; and also that hi! __ committee-room. had been. . 
• tt&£.~~~~ not ~_~A.e~~e4 ~riw.~jrta.iriJy 'baxe 
bet\ILasikjl,li. But h.liJiil'& m .... nger to keep the lire up, and hod hotl 
poke .. reedy. Heoflend them to his aseaUant~ at the top of the olairs, but 
they would not lake them. (Langhter.)-Another agent ssid the Liberals 
were like rata, for when stowed up in one hole they got out of another. 
They might hold a prayer meeting. and preeent each man with one of 
Moody and Sanke,.. hymn-booke with something betwoon thelesves. The 
law must be altered to make elections pure.-A.!Qli~ito:w;' of the town said 
ap_u~cW.on_,!~~~ J?088ib~_~ __ ~~~A The numborof corruptnire I 
electors woa between SUOUliD.a 5000. and if either party agreed to leave 
them alone, that corrupt element would start a candidate of their CMm in 
order to get money. 
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BlectiOJleering Arts.-Mr. Labouchere related, in 1890, the fol· 
lowing aslP.l! expe~!!!ll!" of an eI .. tion.t W mdso~ " Some tweii\y.live 
ye&re ago the free and enlfghtened of Windaor did me the honoor to e1eet 
me 88 one of their members. The constituency was • small one, and the 
borough returned two members. For about one month I pae..a six h01ll'S' 
each day in canvaesing, and weary work It was; for Lord Palmereton 
was then Prime Minleter, and the .. was vory little dilrerence between 
him and the Coneervatives.. So I had to Irlss the babi .. , pay compliments 
to their_ mothe1'8, and explain tbe beiuttel'oruberal(.m~t!I Iboil f.tlte_'" 
Who nevereould 1i8 -gnr-lOaal how they would vote. On the day of 
.. lection everything turned11pon about bait a damn votoo. I remembar 
one Tory went out to fish in " punt, and the boatman who .... mpanied 
him was induced to keep him well in the middle of the river until the 
polling hoor had paseed. Anolbar aged and deereplt Tory was kept in 
his houee by caba being put to rnn at him whenever he tried to issue 
from his door. Finelly the Llber&Is won the day. On this Ihe Tori .. 
petitioned. The Committee decided thel there had been no briber;y, but 
nneaated my colleague and myaelt, beesuee they thought thet we hod 
hired. somewhat exceseive number of committee~1'OQms.JJ 

fte Ballo' Act.-The B~a'-paeootl in 187~ to ",main in 
foree until the end of 1880. lie operation was prolonged in snbseqnenl 
y ...... by its inclusion in the Expiring Acle Continuance Bill al the end of 
<!8Ch BOBBion. The firet Parliamentary election onder it OO<!1I1'l'ed at Ponte. 
fraot on the 15th of Auguet, 1872, and was reported in the newspapers at 
the time to have been .. oh&raeterisell by remarkabla lranqnillity." At -
this eleetioo Mr. Childe .. was returned by a majority of eighty over Vis. 
""not Pollinglon, the nomhe .. being 65B and 678; but only ahoul two. 
tbirdo of the numbar of regIetered eleclora were polled. The IaeI of the 
open pollinge onde. the old eyotom took place in the city of Aberdeon, and 
the IaeI huetingo was ereeted in the borough of Wakefield. 

Jl'omination Days.-The old nominetioo daye were abolished by 
the Ballot Act of 1872. They did not, however, paso away without a 
strong dart being made for their retention, On Ihe briaging up of lbe 
report of the committee, Mr. SeIaIer·Booth moved thet the clauee dis
peneing with the anoiBnt pmctiea in nominetione (clauee 1) ehould be 
etrook out of the hill. Here eneued a diecoeeion in which 80me pecu1isr 
faete ..... diee1oeed. Mr. Bernal Osborne Aid, .. In my opinion, one of 
the moot ftluahle e1anaae in the bill is that which propoeee toabolish nomi. 
nations. The honourable gentleman talked about the voicae of the electors. 

~
A.e if the individus.1 ... Iea of an eleotor were ever haard at a nominetion, 

d as if there ..... not a general agreement to roar, to his&, and become 
ebased with drink I The !roe-born Englishman is eaid to delight in that 

asy. Now, who are the !roe·born Engliebmen who take part in the pro- . 

~ 
at nominetione P Why, the representatives of mueeular Cbria 

·ty-prise.llghlera and people of that aort. I have opent ae much 
ODOy in retaining the services of thoee gentlemen .. anybody in t . 0.... (Muob laughter.) One of my moot efficientoupportera in Nolting. 

ham was .. gentlemen who was alwaye clothed .. .. elervm&D of the 
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Church of England, but who was really an ",,-champion of England, 
Bendigo by name. This is a eample of your true.born Englishman 011 

whose behalf wo are ro strike ont the first clans.. • • The honourable 
geu.tleman ooid in the simplicity of his heart that we might do a .... y with 
open~air meetings, and hold the DOmination in sdme hall or publio roo~. I 
Why, yon would be woroe o!f there than yon would bs in tho open m. vnJ 
ths hnstings it is poseible ro dodgo the missiles; bnt what are you ro do ini. 
a small rown.hall, where, perhaps, tha galleries are erormed on .1 ......... byl 
opposing forces, and there is a general shindy P Immemorial custom \ 
indeed! I know it is a cnefum which often breeds disorder and riot. It 
is true wisdom to get rid of these immemorial customs, and thus make the 
proceedings at elections more qniet and orderly."-On tho other hand, Mr. 
Booverie (one of the most inJInential members of the Honoo) ooid, "n the 
Honse accepted this clause, a Domination would become 80 like a funeral 
that thoy might as well have the parish church bell rolled during the pro
ceedings." On a division, the clanse was retsined by 253 against 177. 

Hours of Polling.-By an Act paseed in 1878 (known as Sir Chari .. 
Dilke's Act) the time for polling in the borongha of tho metropolis was 
extended from 40 ro 8 p.m. In June, Jm9, a bill was brought in by Mr. 
Chamberlain, ro make tho eame extension in all horongha and all kinda of 
elections throughont tho United Kingdom. It was oppoeed by tho 
Government, and rejected by 190 ro 165. 

Largest Jf1Ul1b81' of Votes Po1lec1.-At tho electiono! a member 
for Liverpool in Febroary, 1880, npwards of 50,000 votes were polled 
between two csndidates, ont of a rotal number of 63,9406 on the eleefural 
list. This was the Iargeet number np ro that time ever polled in a eon· 
stitneney of Great Britain. Dednctiog between thres and four hundred • 

. " spoiled votes," the numbers otlicislly declared we~for Mr. Whitley 
(Conservative), 26,106; for Lord Ramsay (Liberal), 23,885; majority for 
Whitley, 2,221. 

Total Jf1Ul1be" of Electors.-It appeered that in 1885, after the 
extension of the franchise in the previous year, there were in the United 
Kingdom a futa1 of 5,716,000 eIeefure, or 160 per thouoand inhabitants. 
In ~87J.. after tho then recent Reform Act, tho 'lumber. " ... -2,553;000;
or 1 per thouoand inhabitants. In 1835, after tho passing of tho 
firSt Reform measdte, tbers were 839,000 bnI:r, or 33 per thonsaod 
inhabitants •. 

VoteJ.'s in Boroughs IIo1ld Counties.-According ro a Parlia
mentary return issued eerly l!!.J§ll9, tho total number of borough vets .. 
in England and W &lea for tho year 1888 was 1,911,9SS:-'l'iilBf.o!.ar' 
inclnded 1,807.281 occnpation voters (56,630 of tliem non.residont), 72,089 
lodgers, and 32,585 freemee, freeholders and othe.. possessing ancient 
rights (of whom 11,156 were DOD.resident). A &imil&r paper"'" tho 
""unti .. in England and Wales showod that in the same yeer there we .. 
2,579,4003 votere, of whom 5040,2406 wore Ownership .oeenpie .. , and of the .. 
121,287 were non .. resident; while the occupation voters were 2,061,548 
in number, of whom 10,770 were non .. resident; there were also 13,6041 
lodger voters. Thersfore, out of 4,4091,358 vote .. , the rotal number for 
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England and Wales, there were 199,843 (or something under 4-5 per 
cent.) who were non-resident. 

Illitera.te Voters.-From a Parliamentary return published in~ 
F.brua~..1887. it appeared that. with a total recorded poll of 2.969.381 
in the UnIted Xmgdom at the general election of the previous year, there· 
wore 80.145 illiterate voters. In England and Wales there were 2.416.272 
yoters. and 3~581 IllIterate voters j in Scotland, 358,115 and ',836 j and 
in Ireland. 194.994 and 36.722 respectively. 

Election Biots in 1880.-The elections of 1330 were in many 
eases accompanied by scenes of great violence. At several of the towns-
for instance, Rotherham. Leamington, and Dorchester-the Riot Act was 
read; and at others, including Chester, Kendal, Abingdon, and Chard, th8'" 
proceedings of the mob were of a most threatening character, and much 
damage was done to property. At Dundee a caodidate, attempting t<> 
addre ... meeting at the harbour, was aaTed by the arrival of tho polic .. 
from being hustled into the docks; and at Kirkwall, Mr. Pender, the only 
candidate for the Wick Boronghe, waa attacked in hi. carriage, and an 
attempt """ made to ran it into the ..... hnt frustrated by BIl accident 
hnppening to the Tehiele, which gave time for its own""s friands to inter
poee aod deliver him. 

Biotous Elections C ... celled.-The House of Oommons hae fre
quently cancelled elections on the ground of riot prevailing at the time. 
Nov. 6.1722, it was " Resolved, that it appe3r8 to this House that there 
were notorione aod outregeone riots and tnmnlts at the late election or 
citizens to serve in Parliament f.or the city of Westminster. in defiance 
of the laws of. this realm. and in violation of the freedom of elections."
The election was therefore declared void, new writs being issued. A. 
similar daemon was given in 1702 in the c ... of Southwark, where the . 
additional circumetaoce was noted thet the riot was committed by the 
se"aots and agents of the peraona returned. Oovent.,. waa also a con· 
spicuous offender, its electi0118 being ca.ncelled for riotiDg in 1706, 1722.
and 1736; and en the ascond occasion eeveral persone of staoding were· 
committed to custody sa the n authors, oontrivers, and promoten" of the 
tnmults. . 

AD Election ltetu:m Stolen by Kighwa:ymen.-Thie oocurred 
in 1740. Mr. Oherles Trelawney had been elected for Liskaard. bul conld 
DOt take hie Beat. as the proper document was not forthcoming. The 
nnder~aherift! of Oomwall, being in town, was Ol'dered to attend the House. 
and haTing explained the cirenmstaocee, tho counterpart of tho indenlnre 
exeouted by the Sherilr was admitted ... snlIicient return, "it appaaring t<> 
this Honee that Ih. writ, and Ihe principal partof the aforeeaid indentnre, 
were tUfm away. in eomiDg up to the Clerk of the Crown, by highway
men, who destroyed the same by burning them. I' (" Determinations of 
tho House of Oommons concerning Elections," 1753.) 

Vex.tio"a Election Petitions.-The preBBDtation of such peti. 
tir.ns bas been visited at tim8B by the signal displeasure of the House. 
We find il recorded, "March 4. 1695.-ResoITed, thai Sir Richard 
Gipps, baving pref~rred to the House a frivolous, voutious, and ground-· 
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less petition relating to the election of members to serve for the borougb 
of Totn ... be taken into custody of the Serjeent-at.Arms." He .... also 
to defray the coste of the membere petitioned against. In" tbe montb of 
Deeember in tbe same year. Sir George Meggot was ordered into the 
Serjeant's custody for having preferred a groundless and ventious 
petition relating to the borough of Southwark. ~d for" having Bcanda. 
lisedtbis House in declaring' Tbat, witbout being duly cbosen, be h.d 
friends now in the "House to bring him into this House.' U In the follow. 
ing year, Sir George Maggot was again committed to custody. for breach 
of privilege in having prosecuted at law two persons for what they had 
testified before the election committee in the previous session. 

Trial of Election l'etitioDS by the Juclges.-Tbe bill trone
ferring the hearing of election petitions from committees of the House of 
Commons to the judges. was introduced by Mr. Disraeli when Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. in Feb .. a.,.. 1S68. It was the subject of an" emphatic 
proteet addressed by Lord {)hief Justice Cockburn to the Lord Cbanee1lor 
of the dey (Lord Chehnsfordl, asking. among other things, .. Is a judge 
to set aside her Ma.jesty's commission, a.nd leave the gaols undelivered 
.o.nd causes untried, while he is occupied in investigating the unclean 
doings in & corropt borough P" Extra judges were appoint-ed udar the' 
Act. and they commenced their labours on the meeting of 8 new Parlia
ment in 1869. 

Killor:i.ty BeprellentatioJl..-Tbe representation of minorities was 
introduced by the Reform Act of 1867, which provides that two votes 
only shall be given by each elector in 0. place ret1l1'l1iDg three members, 
and three votes in the City of London, which returns four. In June, 
1S';0. Mr. Hardcastle brought in a bill for abolishing this system." On a " 
division. the numbers for and against it were equal-ISl. Tbe Speaker 
gave his casting vote. according to custom. in such 8 way that the question 
would again come before the House, and on a second division the bill was 
rejected by a majority of .two. The places in which this syetem of Toting 
is established are commonly termed II three-cornered II or II cocked.hat ,. 
coustituencies. 

Introduction of the Caucus System.-Tbis plan, by which a 
section of the leading politicians in 8 district endeavo11l' to control the 
result of an election, was introduced from America. and. came into favour 
with the Liberal party after the defeat of that body in the general ejection 
of 1874. It WRS said to hsve originated in the meetings of some aggrieved 
ship-caulkers in Boston. U.S .• about 1770; that theae gatherings we .. 
co.Ued If caulker.' meetings." the expression being afterwards corrupted 
into caucm. This definition. however. has been disputed on historic 
grounds, and even an American-Indian origin has -been assigned for the 
expression. In the .. New English Dictionary," edited by Dr. Murray, . 
tho subject is discussed, md 8 reference is made to it' 88 If the 
Birmingham system." It is added, "In American use, • a caucus J is 
a meeting j Englisl} newspapers apply c the ~aUCU8 ~ to an orgn.nisa
tion or system. Such organisations haY'e since been, in one form or 
another, adopted by all parties; an4 caucus is now a term which .... 



530 .tNE.cDOTA.L HlSTOB'l. OF P4llLiAMENT. 

partisaus :fling at the organisations of their opponent., and disclaim ror 
tl&eir own." 

C&1lCllll Dict&tion.-In July, 1880, the RnIl Liberal Club wrote to 
the sitting memb.rs for the borough, Messrs. Norwood &Ild Wilson, 
dictating the courso th.y should adopt on a question pending before tho 
Ronee of Commo,... Both thoao gentlemen had been r.turned in tho 
Liberal intorest, at the general election in the previous opring, by an 
immense majority over their Conservative opponents; and Mr. Norwood 
had represented the borough for many years; He WTOt. to tbe chairman 
of the club, in reply: .. I f.el it due to myself at onoe to intimet. to you 
that, so far 88 I am concerned, it will be unnecessary for your association 
to issue it. mandatee unt·il it learuo to adopt a tone which auy gentleman 
has • right to expect." Mr. Wilson &!so r.turned an indignant letter, 
saying. ~~ There is DO inducement for me to be in Parliament unless I have 
the sympathy &Ild confidenee of my supporters; &Ild I beg you will convey 
to the Lib.ra1 AsBOCiation my B.,..e of the uridesirable relations which 
would exist between us if my conduct is to be criticised and my course of 
action dictated in such a spirit.',.-

Westminst8l' mectioe.-Many interesting an.cdotee reopectiog 
these are on record. "It is curious n (says Isaac D'Israeli) "to observe 
that the Westmin:atel' electioIlS, in the fourth year" of Oharles's reign 
(1629), were exactly of the earne turbulent charseler as thea. which we 
witueas in our days. The duke (of Buckingham) had eounled by his 
interest to bring in Sir Robert Pye. The contest was severe, but accom
panied by some of those ludicrous electioneering scenes which still amuse the 
mob. Whenever Sir Robert Pye's pa.rty cried, ' A Pye! a Pye! a Pye !' 
the adverao party would cry, 'A pudding! a pudding! a puddiug !' and 
others, 'A. lie I a lie! a lie! • This Westminster election ended as we 
have .. en some; they rejected all who bed urged the payment of the 
loans; and, passing by such men 88 Sir Robert Cotton and their last 
representa.tive, they fixed On a brewer &iDd a groeer for the two members 
for Westminster." 

Putting an End to the Poll.-The Parliamont expired with the 
""';on that cloaed April 2Sth, 1741, end a general election cousequently 
........ d. We.tminsler bed hitherto bcon a Government borough, end the 
nominees of the minister had been retM'Ded as a matter of course. Sir 
Charles Wager, First Lord of the Admiralty, end Lord Sandon, & lord of 
1he Treasury. were proposed to be ... elected; but some of the electors 
were resolved to recover their representation, and Admiral Vemon and 
Hr. Edwin were put in nomination. The eJntest, although severe, 
seemed likely to terminate in favour of the ministerial candidates, since on 
the fifth day of polling they had a conBiderable majority; but on thet day 
the high baillif, Mr. John Lever, through cowardice or folly, put an end 
to the poU. S.eing a mob advancing to the hustings, bearing bonners 
inscribed with the watchwoMs of the Opposition, he became elarmed 
<lither for his own .&fety or for the auccess of the GOV\l"llD1ent O&Ildidates. 

• See. UDder Edmund Burke, II Representative and Constituents," p. 160. 
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:He mounted upon a form within the husting., e d ouo tl!~ l!i:9l?!" 
honded a riot was intended, and, ordering his cler to~r' 
books, ran into the vestry with tbem. The crowd, en ",d -at" Eh~. r· 
ference, attacked Lord Sandon, who narrowly escaped ~ ~\l~ 
Cooke, in his" History of party," quotes the particulars of the aIf&ir from 
a U Review of the Westminster Election," which be observes U is of com:se 
grossly exaggerated for party purposes." The;re can be no question, how
.ever, that the Gua.rds were caJled out, and sixty or seventy of them 
marched to Covent Garden churcbyard, with drum. be.tillg and beyonet. 
iixed, and drew up before the hustings. Several of the electors petitioned 
against the retum of Sandon and Wager, whereupon, after an inquiry, the 
House ordered "Thet John Lever, Esq. (the high bajllif), Nathaniel 
Blackerby, George Howard, and Thomas Lediard. Esqs., justices, who 
ordered the soldiers to attend, be severally taken into the custody of the 
Serjeant-at-Arms," The order having been carried into effect, the 
delinquents were reprimanded on their kne .. by the Speskcr, and then 
discbergsd, paying their feos. 

A Dirty House.-Delinquents on their ltneeL-Mr. R. Pal· 
grave states that t,bs practice of ordering delinquents on their knees was 
stopped by the obduracy of a Mr. Murray in February, 1750. Bein!\, 
.ordered to kneel to receive the censure of the House for a. breach of 
privilegs, he refused, and hi. audacity being voted & high contempt, h. 
was sent to Newgate, where he rema.in.~d until set free 'by the prorogation, 
:four months afterwards. No one (S&ys Mr. Palgr&ve) was ever after com· 
'Pelled to kneel at the bar. Oldfield, however, records the following among 
-other In.ter instances. (See p.615.) An election for the city of West. 
minster took place in 1751, when Lord Trentham was returned against 
Sir George Vandeport. Serious outrages having been committed by n. 
mob, one of the ringleaders-Mr. Crowle, &D. attorney-was summoned 
before the House of Commons. The delinquent was commanded to kneel, 
and was doly reprimanded by the Speaker. On rieing he wiped his knecs, 
and said he had never been in so dirty & house before. 

A Westminst81' Election described by .. Foreigner.-
C. P. Moritz, of Berlin, wrote as follows in 1782: If While I was in 
London, what is called t hanging day' a.rrived. ~hel'e was also & parlia
ment.ary election. I could only see one of _tho two sights. and therefore 
naturally preferred the lattel', whi).e I only -heud tolling at a distance the 
death-bell of the sacrifice to justice. Mr. Fox is one of the two members 
10r Westnllnster; One seat was va.cant. and that vacancy was now to be 
filled. Sir Cecil Wray, whom Fox had before opposed to Lord Hood, wua 
no", publicly chosen. The election was held in Covent Garden, a largo 
market-place, in the open air. In the area. before the hll.~t.illgs immense 
multitudes of people were assembled, of whom the greatest part seemed 
to be ~tb~~.J.Q.we8t order. To this tumultnous cro~, however, the 
openl l'S oftsn bowed very low, and alwaya addresaed them by the title of 
• gentlemen! The moment Sir Cecil W ray began to speak, this rode 
rabble became all as quiet 88 the raging sea after & storm-only every noW' 
and then rending the air with the parliamentary cry of • Hear him I hear 

.... 2 
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him I' Even little boys clomb.reel up anel hung on the rails anel on tJut. 
1emp.poete; and, as if the epeech .. had been addre ... el to them, theyaJac>. 
listened with the utmost attention, and they, too, testified their approba
tion of it by joining lnatily in tho three chee .. , and waving their hots. At. 
length, when it woa nearly over, tho people took it into their hoada to hear· 
Fox speak, and every one called out, I Fox! Foxl' I know Dot why, but. 
I .eemed to catch 80me of the epirit of the piece and time, and ao I also· 
bawled 'Fox! Fox!' and he was obliged to come forward and epeak. 
Whon the whole was over, the rampant ep:~b~f liberty, and the wild 

~
impatience of & geD~_~p..glish mob, were e ·tedjp._pertect1oii~IIi.~ 
Tery few minufeS"lhe whole-·scaff'old.irig, benches, and chairS, &lid every
thing else we"" completely destroyed. and the mat with which it had been. 

.

c. overed tom into ten thousand long strips, or pieces, with which they 
oncircled multitnd .. of people of all ranks. These they hurried along with 
hem, and 8l"orytbing else that ca.m.e in their way, as trophies of joy; Bud 

~hus, in the midat of exultation and triumph, they. paraded through mlLllT 
pf the most populous Btreets of London." 

r.a.dieB on Canvass.-At the general election which took pleclt 
conseqnent on the dissolution of Parliament in 1784, Fox appealed again.. 
to his old constituents at Westminster. 80 did Sir Cecil Wray. The 
Governmept set up LotdJlllOd ea.1!!.eir .andi<!J!iQ.. It aoon appeared th.t. 

. Lord Hood would be at the head of the poll, and that the real contest. 
would be between Fox and Wray. The voters came forward .slowlL..aDd. 
tho pO~I\U.!l.9POll.frllm day.to..dal' anCl from weeldo .... eek-tbat ;B,. 
from the I'!.I of Apri!.t.o.th~ .17th_!!t~y. D~his . tima..ey~~",,!:!,," 
W&9 BIl".~..ellli~r Bi<1.. S.vJlI.'8l.ladiee.of ranJr. an"lIoahinn stood fot.\b.. 
as ~o~·i.friOll(bt th.ir head, GeorgiaJlll,..~~ ~d .. t daughter .. f.~~rl 
SpenceT, and the wif., etac. 1774;of theliflh Duko"OfDevOiiShlre. Of 
~eau.t:r ..• n<!JlILClIIlq".l:&bl. Bpirit, Bhe tried all her powers ~l!o!"na-
sion .o~_ th4i'. shopkeepers !,f Westm~~!~ Other tadieswhii could DOIr 

nval her beauty might lit 101>Srtoll1fw her example. Searee & .treet or 
alloy which they did not canveee ill be ,all of him whom thoy peraistad in 
calling (I the Man of the People," at the very moment when the popular 
voice was declaring everywhere against him. The Prince of Wales rodo. 
through the streets of Westminster wearing Fox's colours. Pitt writes 
to Wilberforce on the 8th of Apl'il, "Westminster goes on well, in spiro 
of the Duchess of Devonshire and .the other Women.of._the People."
BtanlI0pe'. U Life oj Pitt." Earl Russell observes, with respo-ct to this 
election: tf The Duchess of Devonshire eanvassed for Mr. Fox, and con- ; 
trlbuted greatly, by her charms, her At'tivity, and her zeal, to gain electors 
to his aide. She was, in revenge, libelled in the grossest manner by th& 
advocat .. of tbe Court candidate.. At the end of the election th .... ". .... 
an immense erOwd eollected for the cluuring of Mr. Fox. He mounted & 

aa.r; an immense procession folloW8tl, which was closed by the stahl
earriageB of tho Duch..... of Portland and Dovonahire. drawn by .i~ , 

\..;111 n Devon'. kill IOduoed a b1o.cklmith', Yate ... 
-LyUon" II St. Stephen',." 
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",ors9 each. Mr. Fox descended from tho ear at DeTonshire ~HouseJ 
where the Prince of Wales and the Duke and Duchess of Devonshire 

""W8rn assembled on .. temporary platform- to reeei\"'8 him.·- He dined at 
Willis's Rooms, where he made a warm speech on the subject of the 

.-election. On the S&Dl8 day. the Prince of Wa.les, after attending the 
Xiug at a. review at Ascot, l'Ode up St. J &lDe8's~street in his uniform. and 
aftel'\vards went to dine at Devonshire House. wearing Mr. Fox's coloUl'B 

..anti a lau..,} branch for victory. Oil the fono~ day more festiviti .. 
-took place. The Prln"" of Wales gave a grand b ... akfast, which lasted 
-from noon till six o'clock in the evening." 

Pauper l'rozies.-Stapletoll write. , .. I remember Connillg's being 
-very much amused when (having to deal with Knaresborongh, then a close 
bONugh. in which the Duke of Devonshire's interest was paramount. and 
for which Mr. Tierney 8Ild Sir James Macl-intosh were the members) h • 

..wsco'f'ored the following sentence in a. publication describing the borough; 
.. Tho members never appear at the elections, and. it is the constant practice 
-to chair two old paupers by way of proxies! His merriment was unbounded 
. at the idea of sueh grave old members of Parliament as Mr. Tierney and 

~ . Sir" James having those undignified representatives OD these important 
~cR.cri01l8.J' ' 

Csging the Voters.-I had to go to Ki1kellllyon the business of 
'my own election (says Mr. John O'Connell, in his "Parliamentary 
Experiences "), and while there some 120 or 130 Oarlow freeholders were 

·sent in to our especial...... It appeared that the landlord practioo at the 
-Carlow elections had been to ~'sweep the countryside J) of the voters 
"1Jovera1 days before the election, and keep them comfortably under watch 
.and ward within the demesne walls of one or other of the candidates, and 
~BO secure them from being operated upon by agitation.. Re:fusal. to submit 
to this species of abduction was considered. as grave an offence as refusal 

-to Tote according to the landlord'. wish, and pUllished accordingly. 
'The popular party at the electioll of 1841 retaliAt~d this practice OIl the 
1andlords. For three whole weeks, as I have said, we had 120 "or 130 
"TOters of the neighbouring county snugly quartered in an old brewery in 
-the city of Kilktmny, fsd most abUlld8lltly. ellte.-tained during the day 
:with the music of the tempsr8llce b8llds -of the city, alld during the 
~vening with political speecbificatioll-& strong and active watch of trae 
Ki!kcllllY boys being me8llwbiJs maintained within and without, day 8Ild 

-.right, to pro ..... t desertioll& 8Ild inVBBiOUB. The feats of swallowing which 
some of these poor fellows accomplisbed during tbe two or three first days, 
while they were quite new to good feeding, and our commissariat was not " 
snffit'iently regulated, were wonderful. On tho day of nomination at 

. Carlow we set out from Kilkenny with our " caged birds," to tra.verse the 
-twenty~two Irish miles intervening between us and the scene of action. 
First came a stage-coach, loaded with the If agitators "-O&1'low and 
XilkeDDY men intermixed; then one of Bianconi's long stage-cars. with 

_"6 temperance band to enliven us on the road; then twenty ja.unting~cars, 
'With the voters, and a II gua.rd " aa.r bringing up the rear. On either side 
.. e had an escort of onnnty Kilkenny farmers, on their stout hacks, to 
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guaM our convoy from any guerilla chargee that the enemy might tab it. 

I 
into their heads to make. 

DisorderlJ' J:lectors. - I ro~oUect (once said Mr. Bright) ..... 
election for the borough of Carlow. There were two troop. of drogoono, 
two companies of infantry, and one hundred and fifty police; tho whol~· 
of this fo",e having, during the period of the eleetion. boon.ngaged in • 

• keeping the peace in & town which comprised only two hundred electors . 
. i .6. C .... low Election in l...880. il. At the gen.ral eloction in 1880,. 
, Carlow sustained its previous reputs, on. While the voting for the· 
i connty rep .... ntativ •• wn. procceding. on. of the candidates (Col. Bmon) 
, WB8 attacked in his committee.,oom, and with difficulty effected his escape,. 

after receiving " cut OTer the eye, and having his hat smashed in by a. 
atone. Another gentleman reeeived a dangerous hurt from a blow on the· 
forehood. The .treet. of the town in the evoning had repsatedly to bc 
e!oared by the police cha.rging with the boyonet. During this .• l.ction. 
aloo, at a meeting held in • viJJ&ge near O ... ry, the Lord Moyor of Dublin. 
(Mr. Gray) being ono of the candidate., he etated that pa",elo of dynamite 
had been placed nnder the platform, and fortnnately discovered before 
the time appointed for the proceedings. 

An Election for Waterford.-In Febrna.ry, 1870, an clection,. 
took place fcr the city of Waterford, Mr. Bern.al Osborne acd Mr .. 
Smyth boing the candi,l.t ... when the former gentleman "as rolnrned by 
& na.rrow majority. A '\\'liter in the Pimes gave the following account 
of the proceedings, and the scene which followed: U A l&rge force of 
iDfactry ••• vslry. and police had boen marched into the towo, and a most \ 
able stipendia1'Y magistrate sent to preside over their movements. The 
day.of polling was as usual at an Irish election; Toters esccried to the 
poll by dragoons; politicia.ns obnoxious to the • national' p&rty stoned 
and be.ten in the public .treets. I was drioking t .. lo.t nigbt when aul 
ave10nche of paving .tonos .hattered the entire front of tho windolTS. and 1 
the roar of an enOl'IDOUS mob announced that the town was at their mercy •. I 
The hotel wn. attacke,l, and an omnibus propelled against tb. entrance
docr with the view of breaking it in. Some .hots were fired through tb •. 
sbutts .. into the hall. During a period of two hours not a policeman or a . 
• oldier apP."'Cd. The inmate. of the hotel ba.rricaded the hall.door with 
ma.ttresses, and, with such arms 88 could be procured on tho instant,. 
atood racgod on the .taircase prepared to .eU their lives dsa.rly. After .... 
moat anxiOl1S interval, 8 force of police arrived, but no magistrate could-; 
be fonnd. and-teU it not in Englaod-the police actually looked on, abnost\ 
f standing at ol\ge,' while houses wel'e wrecked and stores set on fire. 
Neither a soldier nor 8 magistrate came to the spot, and the towu. 
through the night was left in the banda of a mob more resembliug a 
horde of Oherokee Indhms than Christian men. Several stores were set 
on fire i the mnrket·houso on the quay was burnt i the chapel of the 
Dominican Friars completely wrecked, and th. honsao of aU the principel 
supporters of Mr. Osborne attacked, and wrecked i ODe in particular w 
broken into and gut!e,\. tho fumiture broken up and tbrowo into the read 
the mob dall.lng on the piano hefore destroying it. u 
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IntimibtiOD in Galway.-In May, 1872, Mr. J1IlItice Keogh, who 
had bee .. trying a petition respecting a rece .. t election for the co .... ty of 
Galway, gave a. decision which attracted great attention. ad caused much 
excitement in Ireland. In the comee of his judgment, which occupied 
nine hoUle in delivery, he said thet, after carefully examining the whole 
evidence, he wae convinced that it preoe .. te.d.the mos. t astoniahio. '.. • g attempts f 
at e.W~ca1 tyranny which the who,:! ~tory of pr!estl)' illtoleranc~ 
afforded. BOtlll::it1Ioliermd1"ro-Wstante had bee;;: mtimidated trlim 
voting. Shots had been fired into houaes; gentry had b.... h .... ted 
through the fielda, and one nobleman had be ... obliged to absent himeeJf 
from chepel, in order thet be might not hear himeeJf defamed from the 

. altar. Sir Arthur Guinn ... hed fought his way to the polling boothe at 
the head of twenty.seven men, and .. vera) ef tham had basn injured. He 
declared Caplein Nolan ....... ted. and reported the Catholic Archbishop of 
Tuam, Bishopa of <hlwayand C1onfert, and a number of priesta, as guilty 
of intimidation. A fe .. days after, the Dublin Court of Common PI ... 
declared Captain French entitled to the ... t from which C.plein Nolan 
had been 01lllted. Mr. Gladstone's Government determined to prosecnte 
the Bishop of C10nfert and nineteen priests for illegal practices at the 
election; bnt the bishop and two othe.. being acquitted on trial, the 
remaining prosecUtiODS were abandoned. 

A P:reposterous Bequest.-Mr. John O'Connell relates the follow. 
ing: The eandidate for •• o .... ty representation in the west of I:reland had 
asked. friend of hia-a gentleman resident and greatly liked in the part of 
the county which he was going to visit-to accompany him. on & ride to visit 
and canV88S the farmer 'Voters. They drew up their horses at the door of 
one farmhouse, where stood .. stout and sturdy yeoman waiting to be 
wooed. The candidate, with all the deferentiaJ urbanity ds rigueur on 
•• ch occsaions, raised his het, and respectfo))y expreoesd his hope that 
he might heve the honour of Mr. --'s vote and &Upport .t the next 
election. nOh, well, Mr. F., I am sure I respect you and your family. 
sir, very much; but before I promise my vote I'd like to hear, sir, what 
are your prenciplu." Mr. F. was about to answer, with undiminjshed 
urbanity, when his eanvassing friend and aid-de.camp pulled him heck, 
IUld, craning over the neck of his horse, opened a broadside on the 
astouished farmer. .. His principle.! Yon eel< a gentleman like Mr. F. 
his principles! Get along with yon! A pretty paas thinge are come to 
"hell Mr. F. must stop on the road to tell 1011 his principl .. ! Come 
away, F.; pitch the fellow, and his vote, and hie principles to the d-
together, and don't be losing your time." U Oh, my dear --," said the 
canilidate, .. soon .. he got breath again, after the double elfe.ts of 
Ianghter and the smart canter into which his indignant aid-de.camp had
forced the horses, U you're an excellent fellow, and I am much obliged for 
your o:ft'er to assist me; but. unless you want me to lose my election, . 
never more be canvasser of mine." 

A Hustings Speech l'lngiarised.-Perhepa the queerest election 
thet occurred in the three kingdoms in 1832-33 (soys Mr. John O'Connell) 
was that of Feargne O'Collnor, for the county of Cork. In his canvass he 
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was ~d by his coum., O'N.m Daunt, then stanc!ing, and afterwards 
elected, for the borough of Mallow. Between them both the pian of 
taking county and borough aristoerato oimultaneonoly by snrp"'" had 
been concocted aud ca.rri.ed out with infinite cleverness"; but Daunt, 
although far auperior to O'Connor in information and general ability, w .. 
no ma.tch for him. in .dexterity. He had .. proof of it on one occasion in 
particular, when, as both etood on the hnotingo, Daunt, to his diomay and 
horror, had to listen while Feargos delivered, or. rotundo, and greatly to 
the admiration of the multitude, the very speech that Daunt himself had 
carefully prepa.red for that occasion; Feargus having, during their 
journey to the pIaee of meeting, indnotrionsIy and succeasfully pumped 
his 1lIlS1IIIJIe.ting companion of all his treasured eloquen.e. . 

The Less Ezceeiling the eneat ..... -Amongst the elder O'Con. 
nell's anecdotes was one of the son of a Wexford elector, whose father 
had been promised patronage by • member of the Loftus family, in return 
for a vote. The father'. ambition aimed at a sergeantcy in the artillery. 
Lord Loftus, on applying for this poot for the youth, was informed thet it 
\T8S totally impaaoible to grant his requeat, inasmu.h &0 it required & 

previous service of sis. years to qualify .. candidate for the sergeantcy. 
" Does it require six YBBU' service to qualify him for a lientenant P" de. 
manded x..ord Loftus. U Certainly not," was the answer. "Well, can't yon 
make him a lieutenant, then PJJ rejoined his lordship. .. Whereupon:' 
said O'Connell, laughing heartily, .. the fellow'wos made a lieutenant, for 

o· better reason than just bee&use he wasn't fit to be a sergea.n.t." 
An .. Intimida.ting ~ Visage.-Dnring the CInre election in 

1828, when Mr. Danisl O'Connell and Mr. V .. ey Fitzgerald were the 
candidetes, an attorney employed by Mr. Fitzgerald mohed in and oz
cInimed that & priest was terrifyiug the Totero. This a •• noation produced 
a powerful elfe.t. The counsel for Mr. O'Connell defied the otto .. ey to 
make out his charge. The &08 ... 0. required thet the priest should attend; 
ed behold Father Murphy, of Carob. His 80lemn aspect slm.k every
body. He advanced with fearlessness to the bar, behind which the sherilf 
was seated, and inquired, with a smile of derision, what the charge was 
which had been preferred against him. II You were looking at my voters," 
med the attorney. U But I said nothing," replied the priest; II and I 
suppose I ma.y be permitted' to look at my parishioners.... U Not with 
such & fa.e as that I" cried Mr. O'Doherty, one of Mr. Fitzgerald'. 
counsel. This produced .. loud laugh; for the countenance of Father 
Murphy wa. fraught with no ordinnry terrors. A.t this instant one of the 
agents of Mr. O'Oonnell preeipitated himself into the room, and eried 
out, II Mr. Sheriff, we have no fair play; Mr. Singleton is frightening his 
tenllJlto. He caught hold of on. of them just now, and threatened Ten
geance against him." This accusation eame apropo.. If What!" es: .. 
claimed the advocate 01 Mr. O'Oonnell, II is this to be endured P Do we 
live in a free country, and under a constitution P Is a landlord to commit 
.. bettery with impunity, and is .. priest to be indi.ted for his physio
gnomy, and to be found guilty of • look P" Th\lO was obtained a va!\l8b1e 
aet.ol! against F.thar Murphy's eyebrows. 
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Swea.riDg BoD %rish Electo".-The following scene is described 
'by .Hr. J Dhn O'Connell, in his U Parliamentary Experiences;" the actors 
"bcing the .heml". deputy, presiding in the polling.booth, his clerk, the 
Toter, and occasionally one or other of the attomeys or election agents 
'there statiOlled. Clerk: "Now, repeat the words after ~e.~ 'I, Patrick 
O'Shaughnessy --'" Voter: liTis, that's me." Deputy: "That 
won't do, voter; you must say exactly as the clerk says!' Voter: U Yis, 
your honour; I will, air." Clerk: U It Patrick O'Shaughnessy, do swear 
-- U Voter: Ie Yis, I do." Clerk: II Come, come, you stupid fellow, 
repest the words after me. '1, Patrick O'Sh'ughnessy,'» &:c. &0. 
Yoter: II Well, anything for a quiet life. I I, Patrick O'Shaughnessy. do 
ewea.r --'" Clerk: Ie I That I am the same Patrick O'Shaughnessy 
'Whose name appears in this eertifica.te.'" Voter: UThat I am-the 
same --. Arrah! (indignantly) to be sure I am! Who else could I 
be ? Is it wanting to make game of me you are P ~, Deputy: II Come, 
come. voter; I'll send you oft the table if you don't do as you're bid, and 
not be wastiDg our time in this manner. Repea.t after the clerk, sir, as 
yon are told, or I won't take your vote at all." Vote,~ "Well. S1U'8 I 
will, sir-I will! This is a poor case, now. Wen;' that I am the same,' 
&c. &C. Will thet plaze yo P " Clerk:" Silence, sir! ' And thet I have 
not before voted at this election!" Voter: II No! the divil a vote! 
Well, :yOD know it youreelf that I w&Sn't up here before to.doy," &C. &C. 
Again, when the bribery osth is being put. Clerk:'" And th.t I have 
not received anything, nor has anyone in trust for me.' U Voter: II No j 
the dickens a ba.p'orth ; nor anyone for me either r Troth, if I was going 
to sell my conscience that wo.y, it's little I'd thrust to another to resave 
the vsUey for me!" &e. &e. At length the poor clerk gete him to the end 
<of t.he oath, and the formula. of kissing the book is gone through. This 
is the .igoal for a new difficulty. Up starta the opposing attoroey, rip. 
and ready for a row, and protests that the man did Dot .. kiss fair; " that 
he II kissed his thumb" instead of the book. At such an imputation upon 
his honesty and due regard for his o.th, tho indignation of the voter knows 
no bounds. If Kiss my thumb, indeed! Kiss your gra.nny 1 Truth, theD, 
'if you only said yer prayers this fine mornm' as surely 88 I kissed the 
book, the ould boy below wouldn't have the howld of yer BOwl that he hae, 
Misther Attorney! I, Here the sensitive professional appeals to the deputy 
ior protection, &mid the .houta of langhter of the people in the body of the 
-eonrt, while his lea.med brother at the other side jnm.ps up, quite as 
smmly, to srgue the matter with him. The deputy atorms; the police 
vainly shout for silence; and meantime the voter quietly Blips away, 
perfectly .. tisfied with himself, sloce he had an opportunity of giving an 
8ll8wer to his assa.Ua.u.t. and greatly rejoicing -in the confusion he has 
created. 

An Irish Election Bm.-The following bill was sent by an inD-l 
kceper.t Trim to Sir Mark Somerville, who had given an order that sU 
persons who voted for him in a contested election for Meath should be 
bo.rded and lodged at his "'Pense. The bill, it is said, is .till kept in a 
irame at the family .eat:-
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MyBlll 
.. 16th April. 182G. 

To eating 16 fre4boldera above stairs for Sir MHO at a., 3d ... head is to me. 
£! 12 .. 

To eating 18 more below stairs and 2 priests after supper is to me .£215,. 9cl~ 
To 6 bede: ill one room and , in .. nother at S gomeas every bed, and DOt 

more than four in 8.Dr bed at aD,)" time cheap enongh God boWl is to me 
£2215 •. 

To 18 h01'888 and 5 mules a.bout my ya.rd aJl Dight at 18 •• f1VfJr7 one of them. 
and for a man whioh was lost 0lI. the head of watohing them aJl Dight is to me 
£55 •• 

For breakfast on my in the moming for fI"n!rY one of them. and 88 Dl&D1' more 
as they brought a.s naDir as I oan guess is to me .;8, 12.. . 

To my whiskey and punoh without talkiJJg of pipes tobacco as well 88 for 
porter ud as wen as for breaking .. pot above stairs and other glasses and dsH 
for the, :8rst da.y Emd night I am not aUN but for the three days &ond a half of 
the election aa little as I can call it and to be very exact it is jn all or there
abanta as near &8 I oo.n guess and not to be too partioular is to me at least. 
£791s..9d. 

For ahaviDg and cmppiDg off the heads of the 49 freeholders for Sir M&rke 
at lSd. for eVfJr7 head of them by m1 brother had .. Wote is to me .£2 13" Id. 
For • womit and nun8 for poor Tom KernlloD. in the middle of the night when he 
was not expected is to me ten hoge. 

I don·t taJi: of the piper 01' for keeping him. sober as long as he was sober ia 
to me &0. 

The Total 
8 18 0 0 
8 15 0 9 

22 15 0 0 
550 0 
'18 0 0 

79 15 0 9 
S 18 0 1 

1010 
o 0 

Signed 
in the place Jemmy Ca.rs wife 

his 
Bryan X Gr.rmt7 

Mark. 

.eno 18 7 you ma.y ea.y,sl11 0 0 10 youI' Honour Sir :Ma.rks lend me this 
ebven ha.ndred by Brya.n. himself who and I pl'a.ya for your suCCI88's alwa.ya in 
Trim and 'DO mm at present," 
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PRIVILEGE.· 

Preedom from Arrest.-OldJield relates that in the thirty.f~urth· 
year of the reign of Hemy VIII. (1548) George Fenera, Esq., memherfo..
Plymouth, W1I8 arrested for debt aud committed to prison, under the' 
orders of the judges of the King's Bench. The House, on receiving" 
information of the fact, acnt their Serjeaut to demand their memher. In 
the execution of his orders he met with resistance, his mace was broken, 
and his aaaistaut knocked down. In conacquence, the SheriJf of London', 
and those who were eoneemed in the arrests were brought before the 
House. when some of them were committed to the Tower, others to 
Newgate, whe .. they remained until they were diechergad on the petition. 
of the Lord Mayor. 

Protecting an lI'nworthy Member.-In February, 1558, thero' 
w .. au inquiry into & complaint thet John Smith, returned burg ... for 
Camelford, had come to the House, being outi&wed, and had deceived 
divers merchants in London. takiug wares of them to the sum of 3OOl •• 
minding to defraud them of the &ame under colour of privilege. The· 
complaint waa reported to be true, aud the Honao divided on the queation 
that he should be allowed privilege. The ayea ... ere 112, the noes 107. 
Prynne says, U How honourable this vote was for the House in the case 
of such & cheating member1 carried only by five votes, is not fit for me to .. 
determine." 

Dishonest lI'se of the l'rivilege.-In 1807, a Mr. Mills wrote
to the Speaker stating thet he ..... under anest. He waa held entitled 
to his privilege, and on motion diecharged out of the custody of tho 
marshal of the King'. Bench, although it was notorious that he had pur
cbaaed his ... t to .. cape payment of his debta, which amounted to 
28,0001. Another ... e of similar kind waa that of a Mr. Bourke, who, 
being confined in the King's Bench in execution for a considerable debt, 
procured, throngh the instrumentality of some friends, his retum for ... 
pocket borough, but neTer went near the House, for he had horses ready 
at the door of the prison on. his release, started direct for the Continent ... 
and never remmed.. 

Lord Cochrane's Arrest in the House of Commons, - Tho· 
attention of the House of Commons was called. on March 21st, 1815, to ,,
singular eircumstance connected with the subject of attest. Lord 
Cochrane, who was a prisoner in the King's Bench, during his confine~
ment had been re-e1ected for Westminster, and, having contrived to escape
from prison. he went to the clerks' room in the Honse of Commons, where 
members were usually sworn previously to taking the oaths at the table of
the house. Being informed. that it W88 necessary he should have wit.h·. 
him the eertifieate of his return, he sent for it from the Crown Office, and 

• See also the references In the lDc!.."3:, under this hea.ding, to the other sea
tions of the book. 
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then went into the house. where he eeated hlmself on the bench .t the 
"right hand of the chair. no member at that time being present. and 
pray ... not having been read. The marshal of the King'. Bench. having 
heen apprised where his lordship ...... to be fonnd. now entered with two 
or three of his office ... and carried him back to prison. notwithotanding 
"his remon.trance that they had no right to lay handa on him in that place • 
.Alter the Honse .... os BBBOmbled. the Speaker informed them that he had 
:received al,etter from William Jon ... Esq .• marohal of the King'. Bench 
prison. which he rood. Ita purpose was to acquaint the Honse with what 
"he had done. and that he was in waiting to receive their commanda on the 
occaoion. humbly hoping thet he had not committed any bros.h of privilege 
by the atop he had taken. The question ...... referred to • Committee of 
Privileges, who reported ,. That, under the peculiar circumstances given 
in endenee. it doe. not appear that the primegoo of Parliament have been 
violated. so .. to call for tha interposition of the Honse by any prot'.-lings 
.agoinat the marohal of the King'. Bench.» 

Duration of the Imm1lJlity from .&mst.-A remarkable _, 
-concerning the freedom from arrest, was decided by Viee-Chau.eellor Sir 
Charle. Hall in April. 18S0. On March 24. the day on which Parliament 
was diesolved, a motion ...... made before the Vice-Chancellor to commit 
Mr. Forteecue Harriaon •• t that moment M,P. for Kilmarnoek. for con
tempt of court in not complying with an ordar of the Chancery Division 
in regard to certain transactions in which he was concerned. Mr. Harri
son's counsel raised the preliminat-y objection that as a member of Par~ 
ment his client was privileged from arrest, and this objection was 
,suslained by the Vice-Chancellor. Parw.ment ...... diesolved within a 
few hOlll'S of this decision, and the question then arose whether its 
privilege still proteeted Mr. Harrison. On the 15th of April this 
question was argued. and the Vice-Chancellor held that the period claimed 
by Parw.ment had been legally defined by the Court of Exchequer as • 
period of forty days before and after the meeting of Parw.ment. His 
honour said it was clear time must be given for an ex·mem'ber to return 
home before his privilege expired. Wa. this time indefinite i.nd nneer
laiu. or definite P An indefinite period .... ould be very inconvenient. and 
that being &c. heving regard to the fact that the only ......... hich 
mentioned any particular time, Duncombe's case, gave forty days as the 
term during which the privilege extended. he must hold that Mr. Barri
'son W&B atillentitled to privilege. twenty-three only having expired since 
the dissolntion. The motion must therefore be refnsed. but that would not 
prevent the liquidator from again moving agoinat Mr. Harrison when the 
fnll teX'!D had expired. 

Committal of l!I[embers b:r the Law C01l1"ts_-Mr. Whalley. 
momber for Peterborough. having in 1874 been .ommitted by the Lord 
Chief Jostiee of the Queen'. Ben.h (Sir A.. Cockburn) for contempt of 
eonrt. and fined 2S0L. a letter from the Chief Justice to the Speaker. 
'notifying the circumatan .......... rood to the Honse on the &rat meeting of 
the Parliament in that yaar. and, the explanation being aocepted as .. tis
:1,..tory. the Honse declined to interfere. In. oimilar .... in 1837. Mr. 
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Leehmere Charlton having been committed, the Huuse, U as 801e and exclu
sive judge of its own privileges," .laimed to be informed of the nature of 
the o1fence, and bring received the information, a committee of privileges 
reported that Mr. Charlton's claim to be discharged ought not to be 
admitted. In another case, in 1831, Lord Chancellor Brougham laid it. 
down that a. committal by order of the court was "no violation of the 
privilegee of Parliament if. the membe .. of Parliament ha ... violatsd th .. 
rights &ad privileges of this court, which is of &8 high a dominion and aa 
undisputed a jurisdiction &8 the High Court of Parliament itself." 

Protection of Servants.-On the 8th of Febrnsry, 1620, a com. 
plaint was mode in the Commons (writss Sir T. E. May) that two of the 
members' pages lmd been punished for misbeha'Viour in the Court of' 
King's Bene,h. It lfU8 stated, however, that the judges had sent one of 
the offenders to be pnnished by the Honse, &ad would .end the other when 
be could be found i C< and yet. but for respect for this House, they would 
ha.Te indicted them for stroke in face of the court; and many for less. 
offences have lost their hands." 

Arresting the Servant of .. lII[ember.-On the 4th of June. 
1621 (says Halsell), the Honse is informed of Johnson, Sir James Whit· 
lock'. man, being arrested. The parties are immediately called to the bar, 
and heard on their mess in their defence; and after a variety of proposi
tions for various degrees of punishment, it is ordered upon the question,. 
U That they sbnJ.l both ride upon one horse, ba.re-backed, back to back,. 
from Westminater to the Exchange, with papers on their brsasts with tbis 
inscription, ~ For 8J.Testillg a. servant to a member of the Commons House 
of Parliament;' and this to be done presently • • edent. Curia." 

.a. Ba.nk Abuse of Privilege.-John Selden, in the <. Table Talk," 
thus refers to an abuse which was prevalent in his time: II The Lords 
giving protections is 0. Bcom npon them. A protection me&nS nothing
acti'rely, bJ;tt passivcly: he that is a servant to a Parliament man is 
thereby prot.ected. What a Bcorn it is to a person of honour to put his 
hand to two Ires at once j that • such a man is my servant, and implored 
by me,' when ha.ply he never saw the man in his life, nor before never 
hesrd of him." A latsr instance· of the abuse which justly excited 
Selden's scorn is given ~y Mr. R. Palgrave: "A foreign lady married an 
Englishman of 80me wealth, &D~ she hod, nnfortonatsly, to tako proceed. 
ings against her husband. He was a man of property-his income walt 
£2000 a year-but he would not pat bis wife what h. owed her. The 
court of law decmred the debt to be just; she was compelled to enforce 
her claim by arrest; and then her hushand torned round against her. H .. 
ha.d the audacity to pretend that he was a menial servant in the house
hold of a member of Parliament, and the pretence had its effect; no one 
dared to armst him, &8 it would be • breach of parliamentary privilege to 
do 80. The evidence tha.t this gentleman was the menial servant of a 
member of Parliament WIl8 clear enough; he held a protection fl'Om 

arrest, signed by & member, one Colonel Wanklyn. This paper was 
drawn up in ths graodest style; it was addrsssed to all < sheriffs, under. 
sheri1&, gsole .. , bailift's, constables: and tlireatening them with the 
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-veng<l&llce of the ~ ..... of Commone if they arrested his ........ t, this 
"rich man of £2000 a year. Defeat of j1l8tice like that was beyond 
<endurance. The House of Commons, in a just fit of indignation, imme
<liately expelled snch an unworthy member as Colonel Wanklyn. and 
"he was led out of the house weeping for shame." 

S81"V8.Dts' Protection allowed to Lapse.-The protection from 
Aneat ... to eervante of members. came to an and in tha reign of George 
m. An Act was then pasaed expressly deelaring the immnnity of 
members. but makiug DO such reservation in the ease of their servants; 
And thne ... "a Sir T. E. May ... without any distinct abrogation of the 
privilege, it was in fact put an end to, IS executions were DOt to be stayed 
in their favour, and their freedom from arrest was not. :re88rved." 

'-'he Privilege of l'ree Speeeh.-In the reign of William m.. 
Colonel Churchill complained, in the Honee of Commo ... of receiving a 
.81Immo.. to attend the Board of Adminlty the night before. stating • 
.. When I was.celIed in. the Lorda accneed me of what I &aid here. thet 
BOme persons in the Beet were eDwards. I know not. that I am. to answer 
anywhere for ".hat I _y here but to tha House." The aeeembled 
Commona were instantly in a Same ... vera! members .... rtmg that there 
was an end of privilege "if officers, many of whom had seats. were to be 
ealled to account for what might be aaid or done there." It appeared on 
inquiry that Colonel Churchill had need elsewhere the worda complained 
of, and a satisfactory explanatiOD. was given. that a man in the Beet had 
been condemned to be shot &8 a .. ward. that the King had been peti
tioned for pardon, and that the board wished to ascertain from Colonel 
Churchill whethar he were a fit subject for pardon. A resolution pro
poeed hy Sir Charles Musgra ...... Th.t no member be twunined for what 
he has eaid here." was negati...d on the judicious objection of COlonel 
Titns, .. Do you think that this is a new privilege P This is calling that 
in question that was ever ont of question!" The House, having vindi. 
ceted the privilege beyond eavil. allowed the subject to drop. with a 
rebuke from the Speaker to the Board of Adminlty. incnleating more 
.. ulion for the future, .. It had bee .. civil ad reasonable for the board 
to inform Colonel Churchill they had no intent to interrogete him as to 
aoythiug said in the H01I88." • 

Ab1llling l'reedom of Speech.-In 1621. a Mr. Edward F10yde 
was punished by the Honae of Commo .. for a breach of privilege, in 
haring seded at the son-in·law and daughtor of the King (James L). 
The .. nten .. is thus reported .-1. Not to bear arms as a gentleman. nor 
be a oompetent witness in any eoun of justi.... 2. To rid. with his faee 
to a horee's tail, to stand in the pill • ..,.. and have his ears nailed. &e-
3. To be whipped at the earI's tail. 4. To be fined £5000. 5. To be 
perpetually impri&oned in N e .. gate. It was put te tho question. first, 
whether Floyde shonld be whipped or not. because he wee a gentleman; 
"at it was agreed, per ·pl ...... that he shonld be whipped. Then it was 
put to the question .. hether F1oyd.·s eara ohonld be nailed to the pillory 
or not, and agreed. pe. pl""o. not to be nailed. 

AD Ingenious BvasioD..-In the reill" of Anne. Sir William 
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Whitelocke, member for the University of Oxford, referring to the Act 
of Settlement, made the remark, Ie Should the Elector of Hanover succeed 
-to the throne, which I hope he never will--o" The conclusion of his 
.sentence was drowned in shouts of II To the bar! To the bar!" But he 
recovered his presence of mind in the c1amo1u', and refused to apologise, 
8Rying~ II The Queen is younger in years than the Elector, and I merely 
upressed a loylll hope that she might survive him." His words clsarl,. 
admitted of this explanation, and he was-excused, although many of tPe 
SlUDe mind with himself applauded his ingenuit,. . 

.. The Mildest Censure."-On the 5th of April, 1715, & fortnigbt 
aiter the House had met, & motion was made to take into consideration 
George the First's proclamation of the 15th of Januar;y for the caJl.iDg of 
.a new Parliament. The new monarch having been made to express his 
conviction "that his loving people would send up to Parli&ment the fittest 
-persons to redress· the present disorders. and therein have a. particular 
regard to such as showed 8 firmness to the Protestant succession when it 
was most in danger," Sir William W;rndhem complsiDed of this procla. 
lD&tion as U not only 'DDpreeedented and unwarrantable, but even of 
d:mgerous consequence to the very being of Parliaments." When called 
upon to justif;y his cberge,. he declined giving any particular explanation, 
but repeated that~ ,. as he thought some expressions in the proclamation of 
dangerous consequence, so he believed every member was free to speak. 
hi. thoughts." In this belief (saY" Mr. W. C. Townsend) tbe Opposition 
o .. tor found himself whoU,. mistsken. Mr. Wo.!pole, himself fresh from 
the Tower, could with difficulty ward off the same -unjust punishment for 
uttering unwelcome truths, a rampant majority being determined to fix 
.some mark of their displeasure upon a. Jacobite professed. It was moved 
.. that Sir William W;yndhem, heving reflected upon his Majest;y's procla. 
m.tion, and heving refused to justif;y his charge, o.!though often co.\led 
upon so to do, is gnilty of a great indignity to his Majesty, and & breach 

. of the privileges of this House." After three divisions, it was decided, 
by 212 against 138, that he be reprimanded in his plsce. The Speaker, 
Sir S. Compton, acqusiDted him with the resolution, sitting in the chair 
covered. a.nd Sir William standing up uncovered: II Sir, the arraigning a 
proclamation issued by his Majesty for ceJling the present Parliament, and 
refusing ,to assign any cause why such proclamation is blame&ble. the 
House thought an indignity to his Majest,., and so unwarrantable an use 
of that freedom of speecb which is the undoubted privilege of Parliament, 
that the House thought they could not let it paas without animadversion; 
but, heing willing their moderation should appear, notwithstanding their 
lenity has been too much despised and contsmned, the,. heve in1Iicted the 
mildest censure your offence was capable of. and have commanded me to 
reprim.&nd you in your place; and. in ob~ence to their command, I do 
reprimand you accordingly." Whereupon Sir William W;yndhem said: 
" Mr. Speaker, I ve.,. trnl,. retnm my thanks to you for performing that 
duty whieh is incumbent upon you, from your office, in so candid and 
gentlemanlike a manner. As I am 8 member, I know I must acquiesce in' 
the determination of the Hn1lM; but, as 1 am not conscious to myself ~f 
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having oftered any indignity to his Majesty, or of having been gnilty of any 
breach of tbe privilege of the Houee, I have no thanks to retum to th .... 
gentlemen who, under a pretence of lenity. have brought me under this. 
censure." 

A :B.eprim .... d for Breach of Privilege.-The reprimand of an. 
offender at the ba.r is sometimes an occasion of much solemnity. By 
him (sa18 Mr. R. Palgreve) stande the Serjeant.at.Arms, holding np in 

- air the sceptre of gildod silver that is called a mace. In the far distance 
at the end of the great hall, raised on high, sita the Speaker; in .. Iemn 
tones he questions the offender i 80 frightened, indeed, W88 ODe poor 
fellow that he fell down on tbe 1I00r of the ho .... in a convulsive fit. 
Then tbe Honse directa the Speaker to give his reprimand, and the 
prisoner is perhaps led sway with such words ringing in his 8&l'8 as tho8& 
addressed by Mr. Speaker Abbot to Sir W. Rawlins, Sheri1f of Middlesex, 
in 1805: U Because you have, in defiance of the law· of this eountry~ 
knowingly and wilfully violated at once the privilegee of this Honse, .. d 
the just constitution of Parliament, yon .... committed to the gaol of 
N ewgate, the common receptacle of malefactors, there to remain a 
prisoner-a. signal proof of the power and justice of this House, on 
indelible disgrace upon you, and a memorable example to others." 

Speaking against a lIIember.-A curious question of privilege 
was brought before the House of Commons in December. 1640. by • 
petition from Leicestershire concerning an aIfront given to Sir Arthur 
Hazlerig, member fo~ that county, at his election, by a Mr. Richard 
Holford. This person, it appears, had Said, "They had chosen a man foro 
the lmight of the shire who had more will than wit, and it was to the 
disparagement of the county." Sir John North •• ta tbus notes tbe pro· 
.. edings which followed: .. Caned in, ea18 that if he made no better 
speech than tbe laot he heard, they would have litt1a canoe to joy in their 
choice.-'-Lord Grey of Groby (member for Leiceoter): That ha is no 
gentleman. Thet in memory of divere he tep' hoge.-Sir A. Hazlerig: 
Thet tbe petition moved not from him, nor expecta reparation. Olfence 
to the House. because after election; and to the county.-Ordered, to be 
Bent to the Tower, to make humble BUbmission, to be draW'll here in house,. 
o.nd at Leicester assizes, and go to Tllwer." 

A lIIember Deno1Ul.cing Fellow lIIembers.-1n February, 1880. 
Sir Chari .. RuoeeU. memher for Weotmineter, complained to tbe Houee 
that a handbill addressed to his .onstitueuta had been circulated by 
Mr. Flimaoll, member for Derby, in which his conduct in giving Dotice to 
oppose tbe Merchant Shipping Bill of tbelatter gentleman was stigmatised 
... inhuman and degrading. He represented this as an attempt to .oerce 
and intimidete him in tbe diseharge of his duties, and moved a reeolution 
to that elfect. . A like complaint was made by another member. The 
disoussion having been adjourned for two or three de18 to give time for 
consideration, the Chancellor of tbe Exchequer (Sir S. Nortbcote) tben 
moved, as a substitute for Sir Charles Russell's resolution, the following: 
" That in the opinion of this House the conduct of the honourable member 
for Derby, in publishing printed placards denounoing tho part taken bl twe> 
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members of this Ko""" in the proceedings of this House, was calcmlated to 
interfe .. with the dna dischergc of the duti .. of a member of this Honee, 
and is a breach of its privileges. But the House, having regard to the 
withdrawal by the honourable member for Derby of the expreeeions 
t" which the honourable and gallant member for Westminster had 
drawn its attention, is of opinion t·hat no further action on ita part is 
neeeesary." The motion W88 warmly opposed, but eventually carried by 
182 to 116. 

Complaints of Outdoor Speechea.-on the 16th of June, 1883, 
Sir Stalford N orthcote called the attention of the Honee of Commons to 
a epeeehdelivered by Mr. Bright atBirmingham,in which ha had eharged 
the Conservative party with heing in al1ian .. with lrish rebels to delay 
the business of Parliameut'; and he moved that the words in question 
constituted a breac.h of privilege. The House" however. rejected the 
motion by 151 \0 117. In July, 1865, Mr. Callan (member for Louth) 
made '. complaint respecting one of Mr. Bright's recent speeches, also 
moving that his worda be declared a breach of privilege; but this waa 
rejected by 154 to 23 . 

.6. Challenge.:in the l'eers.-In Novomber, 1750 (writes Camp. 
bell), an a1fair of honour was brought before the House of Lords by Lord 
Chancellor Thurlow, as a breach of privilege. The Earl of Pomfret, 
erroneously supposing that a gamekeeper whom he had discharged 
had been countenanced by the Duke of Grafton, wrote some very 
intemperate letters to his grace, and insisted on fighting him, either with 
sword or pistol. Thurlow I on the rumour of what had happened, moved 
that they should attend in their pI.... in tha house; and both parti .. 
being hoord, it W&8 resolved that the behaviour of the Duke of Grafton 
had been higbly laudable and meritoriono; and Lord Pomfrot, being mede 
to lQloel at the bar, was informed that ha had beou guilty of .. a high 
contempt of the House." . 

The Privilege of Pranking Lettera.-This W&8 lirat proposed 
",hen a Post·office Bill was before Parliament in 1660. Tha" Parlia
mentary History U says; " Sir Walter Earle delivered a proviso, for the 
letters of all members of Parliament to go froe dnring their Bitting. Sir 
Heneage Finch said I it was a poor, mendicant proviso, and below the. 
honour of the House.' Mr. Pryune spoke also ag&inst the proviso; 
Mr. B1lDckley, Mr. Boscawen, Sir- George Downing, and-Serjeant 

_ Charlton. for it-the latter .. ying tbe counsele' letters were froe. Tho 
question being called for, the Speaker, Sir Harbottle Grlmstone, was 
unwilling to put it, saying he was ashamed of it; nevertheless the proviso 
was carried, and made part of the bill, which W88 ordered'to be engrossed. 
The Lorda snb.equently disagreed to this proviso, and it W&8 ultimately 
thrown out. At a subsequent period, however, both Houses did not feel 
it to bt below their honour to secure for thAJIl8Alve8 this exemption from 
postage!' 

Breaking opeD Members' J.etters.-In an abstract of (I Pro .. 
ceedingo in the last Session of Parliament," publiahed in the Lond.n 
Magaaitu for 1735, occurs the following; "On Feb.17, W--r P--r, 

"" 
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Esq., moved the H--.. of O--ns, 'That tho Postmaster Gei. .... l 
might be ordered to lay before that House a copy of his MAjesty's 
warrant, wh.r.by l.tton .. ere permitted to paee free of tb. duty payable 
npon poet lotto .. ;' .. hich copy w .. accordingl, laid b.t..., tho House 
upon tho 19th; and on tho 26th the oamo gentl.man moTOd, 'That it 
might be taken into consideration.' The wammt b.ing accordingly read, 
tho House proceeded to take it into consideration; upon which oecasion 
complainte .. ere made by aevem! members that their l.tters we ... not only 
charged at the Poet Office, but that they were often broken open and 
perused by the clerke; and that this practice of breaking open letters .... 
become so frequent, and W&e so publickly known, that tbe vrrry end for 
.. hich that liberty .... given to the postmaste .. wae entirely disappointed; 
for tho intention being at lirat to Wecovcr &Dy treasonable corraapondence 
that might be canied on against the Gov.roment, that intention ,.... 
rendered altogether vain, because by the practice of op.ning lotto .. being 
80 frequent, and so .. ell known, it .... certain that no man would carry on 
any treaeonabIa correspondence by means of the Post Offic.. • • It 
.... moved that a committee ehould be appointed to inquire into the 
alfair. This motion .... eupported by E--d L-le, Esq., m.mber for 
M--gh in Wiltohire [and other members who are referred to in tb. 
sam. _y], and it W88 .. litUe opposed by Sir &-t W_ and 
H--ry P--m, Esq.; but at last th.y agreed to the motion, provided 
that committee ehould not enquire into anything that might tend to the 
discovering of any of the secreta of the Govemment." . The committee. 
reported severa! resolutiOl18 to the Hous., by which the fraokiug privilege 
was confirmed, and it W88 also evcntuaJly agreed, "That it is au high 
infringement of tho privil.ge of the knights, citizens, and burgoaeee 
• • • to open or look into, by any means whatsoever, anylottor directed 
to or signed by tho proper baud of &By m.mber, without au .xp .... 
.. arrant in writing, under tho baud of on. of the principal Secretaries of 
State, or to detain or delay ""y such lettor." 

The Opening of Private Lett81'S.-A question on this subject 
wae .. ked in tho House of Commons in F.bruary, 1881, tho Poetmaster
G<meraI (Mr. Fa .. cett) being requested to 08y whether any officials of the 
Government ..... at present .mpow.red to open 8Ild read, for purpoees of 
State, pri .... te lettore entrusted to the ca... of hi. department, eithcr in 
Great Britain or Irolaud. To this Sir William Hsreourt (Hom. Secre
tary)repIied: "Th. duty of 8118Wering this question belongs to the 
S .... tory of Stote, andnot to tho P08tm&&tor-General, who hae no respon
sibility in the matter. I will, therefore, with the leave of the House, reply 
to it. Th. power of tho S .... tory of State to open and d.tain I.tters is 
Gn ..... rved and _.tioned br Parliament in tho statute lot Vietoria. 
G. 86, 8. 25, and hae b.en doIiberstc1y contieued .... since. Th. employ. 
ment of that power is an aot of the gn. .... t responsibility, not to lie .x .... 
cised except upon urgent n.cessity for the .. fety of the State and of her 
Ma.jesty'. anbjocta. The enstenee, known to tho Government, of troaeon· 
ablo plote, oarriod out by ... ret aoei.ti .. like the Fenian conspirsoy, which 
pursu •• felonione .ndo by the mo.t atrooione means, would jualif7 sud 
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TeqlUre the use of tliat power in the pl'eSent as in past times-; but the very 
""tare of the dangers which might d.mand ite .mployment is such as 
nquires the Minister .ntrusted by Parliament with the right and the 
duty of putting it in force, to ask the support of tbis House in declining 
>to mak.anystetem.nt which might baffle and defeatth. obj.ct for which 
'it was conferred. This power should either be taken away from the 
.Secretary of State, or, if th. grave reeponsibility of possessing it is impos.d 
upon him, h. should be protected in tim .. like the present in bis discretion 
88 to ite .x .... is.... (S .. also p. 267.) 

Privilege of Printed Document •• -" Stockdale v. :a:a.n~ 
sud."'-In the memorable straggle which arose in 1840 between tho 
Commoll8 and the courts of law on the subject of privilege. the Melbourne 
Cabin.t (write& Torrens) stood firmly for the rights of .ith.r HOUBO of 
Parliament to print and publish matter of any kind whateoe~er at ite 
discretion. For printing and circulating the report of a. Select Committee 
-on PriSODS, which stigmatised & certain book as c, wsgnsting and obscene." 
ite publisher, J. J. Stockdal., brought an action against Messrs. H&nBard, 
whose plea of authorisation Was disnllowed by Lord Denman, on the 
ground that no ord.r of the House of Commons could justify the 
publieation of a lib.l. .Damsg.s w.re ....... d at £600, which the 
SheriJfs of Middlesex w.re directed by the Conrt of Queen's Bench to 
pay ov.r to the plainti1l'. Tho Honse summoned th.m to appear at the 
bar, commanded them to refund the money to the defendants, and com
mitted them for contempt of its privileges in. hesitating to do so. A 
writ of hah_ corp"" required the S.rjeant.aI-Arms to bring th. im
prisoned Sheriffs into court, where their submission that they could not 
<lisobey the order of Parliament was allowed, and they wets remanded to 
N ewgate. After weeks spent in discussing the conflict of jurisdictioD, 
on tb. 5th of March a bill was bronght in by Lord J ohe RUBBell, and earried 
by 1~ to 106, interdicting all furth.r procednre in p.nding snite, and for 
the future rend.ring the privilege of .ither Honse a legal warrant for the 
report of any words spoken within its walls, or the circulation of any 
docum.nt laid npon ita tabl.. Th. Sh.ri1fs w.re liberated under an order 
of the Hons •. 

The VmbreUa Case.-Lord Eldon, shortly before bis retirem.nt 
in 1827, took occasion to vindicate Parliam.ntary privil.ge on a v.ry 
peculiai' occasion. A stranger. hanng been admitted below the bar of the 
House of Lords, was required by on. of the doork •• pars to deposit bis 
umbrella in a.n anteroom, and the article not being returned to him 
when the debate was over, he brought an action against the messenger 
for the .. alue of it, and recovered a v.rdict for 17 •. ad., with 211. 10a_ 
ooats. Complaint, how.v.r; being made to the Chancellor reepectiug 
the busine .. , h. cansed the plaintiJf and bis attorney to be snmmoned 
at the bar, and ouly refrained from committing them to N .wgete 
on th.ir making " humble apology, and renouncing the froite of their 
... rdict. 

Cla.im to the Pra.nchise 1>7 Peers.-During the registrations 
of the year 1872, this B1lbj.ct cam. before the law courts, on c1aims made 

1'11'12 
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by the Marquis of Salisbury and Earl Beauchamp, tJie former to vote in 
elections for the counties of Middlesex. and HerHord, and the latter in 
the county of' W orcostor. In the registration court .t Hatfield, the 
-revising barrister (Mr. Charles Clark) had disallowed tha cleim of th .. 
Marquis of Salisbury, making the following remarks: .. Though there can 
be no Common Law rule in the ordinary Bense of that term, except what 
has been pronounced by a decision of the Common Law Judges, nor any 
legal incapacity created in a particular subject by stato.te, except neb 8S 

I .. s been created by the will of tha two Honaes, .... nted to by the 
Sovereign, there cnn be B Q&mmon Law of Parliament which is not s(} 
created-.. law of Parliamerrt neceesary for the dignity and freedom or 
each House of Parliament, and declared to be so by ... h House. And 
when that declaration had, for all time past, been left uncontested by the 
Upper House, that raet gives it the authority of an admitted right and 
invests it with the character of a law. In this ..,ay the Common Law of 
Parliament had been declared, and its declarations had haen admitted, to 
the elfect that no peer of tho realm has the right to concern himself in 
the election of persons to serve 88 members of the House of OommoDs. 
By this Common Law of Parliament a 'legal incapacity) W88 created in 
• peer of the realm which prevented him from haing entitled to be put 
on the register of voters for electing Members of Parliament." On 
appeal, the case was heard, with others of similar nature, in the Conri of 
Oommon Pleas j when, the cotmsel for the appellants having admitted 
that they could qnote neither precedent nor authority in support of the 
claim, t·he Oourt dismiSSAd the appeals, without calling upon the other 
side. 

A Peerage Xnalienable.-In the 15th year of the reign of 
Charles I. (1640), Roger Stslford, 'by line levied at Westminstor, 
surrendered the barony of Stalford into the King's hands, in eouside .... 
tion of 8001. peid to him by the King. But in the .aee of the1larony of 
Grey of Ruthyu it was resolved by the House of Lords, .. That no peer or 
this realm can drown or extinguish his honour, neither by suucnde!",. 
grant, fine; Dor any other conveyftDce to t.he King. but that it descends. 
to biB- descendants!' And 80me years after (in the Purbeck ca~. the
validity of I\. surrender by fine to the King being' qnestioned, i.' was. 
re .. lved by the House of Lords, upon great deliberetion, and after hearing 
the Attorney-General, that such A surrender was void. 

The Bel .. tion8 of Members an4 Political Cluba.-In June, 
1876, Sir W. Frneor brought under tho, notice of t.he Bouse of Commons 
a letter sent to one of its members, Mr. Ripley, by the political committeo 
of the Reform Olub, calling his attention to hill recent votes in Parlia
ment. The letter amounted, he said, to a mennce, and, according t.o the 
rules of the Honse, the menacing 01 a member was a breRcb'of privilege. 
He moved (amid some laughter) that tho writer of the letter be ord.,...! 
to attsnd .t the bnr.-Sir George Bowyer said ho .. Iso had received a 
similar lettel'.-Mr. Disraeli said that technically 8uah A lett~r, if intende(l 
to infiuence the votes of a momber, WII.S an interference with privil("go, lUI 

D1IIIlY thinge were which were prudently _cd over. But he thought it 



PRlVILEGB. 5409 

"Would be wise not to p1U'BU8 the clisc1lS8ioD.. A Tery grea.t indiscretioD 
had been cOllLmitted. in his opinion. by th,t committee in question, and he. 
thought that public notice of it might prennt its repetition, or. if repeated, 
it would probably be harm1e... He advised that the motion ehould be 
withdrawn. or he should meet it by moving the preTious question.-The 
motion was withdra.wn accordingly. . 

.a. If Beprehensible JJ Pra.ctice.-In the session of 1877, one of 
-the metropolitan members (Mr. Forsyth) .sked & questiou of the Spe&ker 
with reference to the privilege of members. He said he had received 
.several circulars headed U La~en's Association," and would read one of 
them: fC Sir,-As on8 of your constituents, I beg to address you 88 to tho 
Public Worship Regulation Act, 1874. The passing of that Act was so 
notoriously pa.rtisa.n, a.nd the confusion and injustice consequent on its 
'working have been so prejudicial to the work of the Church in many 
parishes, that I am compelled as a matter of duty to ask yon whether yon 
will vote for its repeal. I b.g vory courteously, but still firmly, to inform 
.you tha.t at the next election I sha.ll. apart; from all questions of politics, 
feel it my duty to withhold my vote from any candidate who will not 
pledge himaslf to the rep.al of this Act." H. ssid h. had no objection 
to any ODe of his (lonstit.oents expressing his opinion j but he did object 
to & body of m.n handiog thems.lve. togeth.r to mnnnf.ctw .. printed 
pa.pers asking his cou.;tituents not to support him if he did Dot gin bis 
vote in 8. pa.rticular way. That seemed little less than intimidation, and 
h. wieh.d to know whether & breach of privilego hall been committed. 
'The Spe&k.r (Mr. Brand) repli.d, .. Th. honourable memb.r for Mary1e
bone has handed to me .. copy of the circu1o.r which he has now read. 
I cannot say that it constitutes a breach of pt"inlege; but at the same 
time I am. bound to observe tha.t expressions sueh as those contained in 
that circular are ca.le-ulated to influence the independent judgment of 
membe1'8~ and as such are highly reprehensible."-Tho House signifiEul its 
_ .... nt to this by ch •• rs. -

llIr. GrisBen'S Ca.se.-In July. 1879, Lord Henry Lennux, 88 
chaifD18.D. of .. committee of the House of Commons on the Tower High 
Level Bridge Bill, called attention to a special report mad. by the com
mitte., which statsd that Mr. Charle. E. Grissen had represented to the 

~ agents conducting the opposition to the bill that he conIc\ control the 
decision of the committee, a.nd would procure the withdrawal or rejection 
. of the bill for the BUm of 2()OO!. A d.bate ensued, and after much dis. 
-CUSSiOD it was agreed, at the. instance of Sir Staif01U NOl'thcote (Chan . 
•• llor of the Exchequer), that the m.tter should b. r.f.rred to a select 
committee for investigation. This committee reported that a breach of 
the privileges of the House had been committ.ed by Mr. Grissell, and that 
Mr. John S. Ward, the solicitor who had introduced him to Ih •• gouts for 
the opposition to the hill, was cognisant of Mr. Grissell's offence, and had 
_assisted him. in its commission. A few days later, on July 22, it was 
.agreed that both the olf.ndors .hould be ord.red to .ttend the Hona. on 
tha following day. Mr. Ward appeared, and, h.ving b •• n ordered inte tho 
castody of th9 Serjeant-at.Arms, was confined \U & 1'oom in the Olock 
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Tower, and a week afterwards was released on & motioD of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, to the eft'ect that .. he had entir.ly 8ubmitted himself t<> 
the Honse, and ,expressed his sorrow and regret for his offence, and had. 
&heady enft'.red in hie heelth." Th. f ... paid by the oft'.nd.r amonnted 
to 141.; the fee for arrest or u caption money JJ being Sl., the orders for 
committal and rei .... 11. each, and 11. p.r day during the imprisonment •. 
Mr. Gri ... ll had hetaken himeolf to Boulogn. b.fore the Speaker'. 
wa.rrant could be executed, and .. m .... nger of the Serj.ant-at-Arms 
fonnd him staying at an hotel the .... nnder the name of Graham. Knowing 
that the power of the Rouse to commit an offender or retain him in custody 
determined with the session, Grissell came to London and sarrendered 
himself to the Serjeant.at-Arms on Augnet 13. On Augnet 14 h. W88. 

committed to N.wgste, to b. released the next day, when Parliament was 
prorogued; but the Speaker '''Plained that, although the prioon.r would 
he released on the prorogation of Parliament, he would be liable to further' 
imprisonment in another session at the ple88U1'e of the House. Two days 
before the Parliament again met, in Febrnary, 1330, Mr. Griesell for
warded to Mr. Walpole, for presentation to the House, .. petition praying . 
for its forgiveness. .Mr. Walpole did not consider the petition submissive
enough, and the matter dropped nnti! the Chanc.llor of the Exch.qu.r 

. gave notice of a motion referring to the ease. Mr. Grissoll then forwarded 
to Mr. Walpole a petition, deecrib.d by that gsntleman ... compl.tely sub
missive, which W88 preeented on tha 2nd of March. But the House of 
Oommons was not content with & mere Terbal submission. The Chan .. 
• ellor of the Exehequer moved that Mr. Gri .. ell be eont for in the cnetody 
of the Serjeant-at-Arms, and reprimanded at the bar of the House. A 
etrong feeling W&O O"Jlreeeed, however, that tha House should re ..... itS 
diaeretion of dealing with Mr. Griseell ... it thought beet, nntU it had him 
in its custody; the motion, with Sir Sta:f!ord N orlhcote'a consent, was· 
amended by the omission of the last clause, and Mr. Grieeell W&O ord.red 
to attend OD the following doy on the Speak.r'. wa.rrant in the cuetody of 
tha Serjeant-at-Arms. When he had been brought to tha bar, the Speak.r 
addressed him, recapitulating the circumstances of the case, but adding
that the House W88 willing to hear any ."Planation he might think lit to 
der. Hr. Grissell then expressed bis fI deep regret for his grave offenee." 
and threw himself upon the merciful consideration of the House: after 
which he wae ordered to withdraw. On the motion of the Chancellor of the
Exchequ.r, ... ouded by a lOading member of the Oppoaition (Mr. Forster), 
....... olution was paeeed to the .ft'eot that Hr. Gri .. ell, having prenonoly 
evaded punishment for his offence. be committed to N ewgat.e i and he was· 
acoordingly removed thith.r. His imprisonment w&o t.1"1TI;nated by the 
diasolution of Par);ament .. few days later. 

EXCLUSION OF STlUNGEl<S. 

" Among the privileges of Parliament." sa.ys Sir Erskine May. "none· 
had been more frequently exerci.ed (down to 1782) by both H01Ulee than 
the exclusion of strangers from. their deliberations. Precautions were 
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necessary to prevent confusion i for even 80 late as 1771 a stranger was 
counted in a division. When the debates in Parliament began to excite 
the interest of the public, and to attract an eagel' audience, the presence 
of strangers was eonmved at. They could be dismissed in a moment, at . 
the iDstance of any member; but the Speaker was not often called upon 
to enforce the orders of the House." The following are some of the 

. occasions on which this privilege has been exercised :-
The U'nreportea l'arlia.ment.-Mr. Wright, in his edvertisement 

to II Cavendish's Debates," referring to the Parliament commonly known 
by the designation of the II Unreported Parliament," says: rI Mnch regret 
has often been expressed that tho proceecl.ings of the Honee of Oommons 
during the thirteenth Parliament of Great Britain, which met in May, 
1768, and was dissolved in June, 1774, should, in consequence of the atrict 
&oforcement of the standing order for the exclusion of stran!!"rs from the 
gallery of the Honse, hove remained nearly a blank in the history of the 
country." It was known that Sir Heury Oavendish bed taken, in short. 
bend, an account of tbe debates during tbat period; and Mr. Wright eoc· 
oeeded in finding it among the Egerton manos.ripte. It couaiste of 
forty.nine .mall qosrto volumes, and contains notes of all the principal 

. debates which took place during the six sessinns of tho abon.mentioned 
Parliamnnt. 

Mutual Ezclusioll of the Lords ana the Commou.-On tbe 
10th of December, 1770, tbe Duke of Manchester rose in tho Honee of 
Lords to make & motion rel.&tive to prepa.rations for the war with Spain, then 
believed to be impending, wben be was interruptod by Lord Gower, who 
desired that the honse migbt be cleared. The mssaen!!"rs were alresdy 
proceeding to clear the house. when several members of the House of 
Oommon., wbo bed been waiting at the bar to bring np a bill, deeired to 
stay for that purpose. but were turned out with the erowd~veral peers 
having gone down to tho b .. to hasten their withdrswal. They were 
presently called in again;. but the moment they bed delivered their 
meSS&!!", and before time bed been allowed them to withdraw from the 
bar, an outcry arose, and they were literally hooted out of the honse. 
Furious at their indecent trestment, tha members hastened back to their 
uwn house. The first result of their anger W8S BDffieiently ridiculous. 
::Mr. George Onslow desired the house to be cleared. II peers and all!' The 
only peers below tha bar were the very lords who bed in vain resisted the 
exclusion of strangers from their own house. which they had just left in 
indign&tion; and now the resentment of the Oommons. provoked by 
others, was Iiret expended . upon them. • • Lord Ohatham happily 
expressed his contempt for a senate debating with cloaed doors. Writing 
to Oolonel BamI on tha 22nd of Jannsry, 1771, he aays, .. I take it for 
granted that tha asme declaration will be laid before the tapestry on 
Friday, which will be oitered to the live figure. in St. Stephen'.;" and 
again on tha 25th he writes to Lsdy Ohatham, .. Just returned from the 
tapestry." The mutual exclusion of the members of the two Houses eon. 
tinued to be &oforeed in a spirit of vindictive retaliation for several years. 
-Maya" OomtitutioJl41 History," 
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Ga.rrick Hiding Himself in the GaJler,y.-Mr. PelAlr Burke 
relatee tbat in tbe spring of ·1777. Garrick chanced to be preeent in the 
g&Ilery of the House of Commone dnring a debate which produced an 
altercation between two membel'8, that became so warm 88 to oblige the 
Speaker and the House to interpose to prevent a duel Whilst the "
.... mblr was in this agitation. a Shropshire member obeerved Mr. 
Garrick sitting in the gall.ry. and immediatelr moved to clear the honse. 
Rosciua contrived to k .. p himself concealed, and avoided the eonaequenc. 
of the illiberal motion. But when the same gentleman. the day atter. 
herengu.d the Hous. on the impropri.ty of sutfering play.re to hear the de
batee. Mr. Burke arose and appoaled to the honourable .... mbly whether 
it could poasibly be consietent with the ru1es of decency and liberaJitr 
to ""clude from the hearing of th.ir debates a man to whom ther wore all 
obliged-one who was the great master or eloquence-in whose school 
they had all imbibed the art of speaking. and been taught the elements of 
rhetoric. For his part. he owned tbat h. had been greatly indebted to 
his insirnctions. Much more he aaid in commendation of Mr. Garrick. and 
wae warmly seconded br Mr. Fox and Mr. Thomas TOWD80nd. 

Motion by Mr. John O'Co1l1lell.-The questions of pri..uege and < ••• 

the presence of strangers in the boose were raised on the 18th May. 1849. 
by the member for Limerick, Mr. John O'Connell. who spoke as follows: 
(I HaTing eeen in the Tima newspaper another breaeh of the privileges 
of this House. by & report of the last disonasion upon the Parliamentary 
Oathe Bill. in whioh report not only weJ'!' the rul .. of the House violated, 
but the arguments of some Catholic members were entirely omitted, whilst 
the .rgumenIB against them were duly reported, I shall to-night. when 
the discussion upon the Parliamentary Oaths Bill comes before the House, 
endeavour to ascertain if th.re he _gers present. and if I lind that to 
b. the ..... I shall drew the attention of the House to that fs ... ·!. Later 
on the same night, when the House went into committee 011 the bill 
referred to. Mr. J. O·Oonnell. in pursuance of his notice. directed th. 
attention of tho chairman (Mr. B.rnal) towards the reporters' gallery. 
and sa.id, "Sir, I perceive that there are straugers in thst gaJlery." 
The chairman hAving given the order, all str&ogers prese_ were u-
cluded. . .... 

Motion by Colonel Thompson to Alter the Bule.-In oon· 
sequence of the exclusion of strangers by the member for Limerick, 
Colonel Thompson. on the 24th May. 1849. moved" That this House 
will take into iIB consideration the rule 01" practice wherebr etrangers 
have been excluded on the motion of any single member, with 8 view to 
alter the .same; 80 that a motion for the exeluaion,..of stl'8Ifgers shall be 
made and seconded. and question thereupon be put; _ is tIM< practice with 
other motioDS." The motion WH, however, negatlived. Mr. J. O'Connell, 
on the 8th of June, again oauscd the galleries to be cleared of strangers. 
Th. eiroumstance is thus given in .. Hansard» :-Th. Poor ReUef (1re1anIl) 
Bill 11'88 about to be cODsidered in committee when Mr. O'CODDell 
anid: II Sir, after the specimen 01 tain;tesa which I experienced when I 
"' •• going to oxproas mr opinion on the Poor Law just before tb. last 
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division, there is but one course left. me,-eitber to insist on the HQl188 
enforcing justice to its members, or by doing away with an absurd 
practice; and therefore, Sir, I see strangers present" (waving hiS hat 
towards the teporters' gallery). Strangers .. ere immediately oroered to 
withdraw. 

1II0tion by .... Cra.wfurtL-On the 24th of April, 1870, Mr. W •• 
Fowler. the member for Cambridge, asked leave to bring in a. bill fOl' the 
~epeal of the Contagious mseaeea Acte. Mr. Crawford, member for the 
Ayr Bnrgbs, then eaIled the attention of the Speaker to the fact that 
there were strangers in the house. The Times gives the following report 
of what took place thereupon:--f( This unusual proceeding caused Bome 
~ommoti01l. Honourable members turned towards Mr. Crawfurd. inquiring 
whether he intended to insist on the point of oroer he had raised; others 
looked to the Speaker, awaiting hiS order to the officers to clear the 
galleries; and in this interval of suspense :Mr. Bouverie rose and said, if 
the honourable member persisted in calling attention to the presence of 
strangers, they must be ordered to leave. The Speaker was nnderetood to 
suggest that on I'6eODsideration the honourable member might not wish to 
insist on excluding strangers. He then said, very slowly, 'Does the 
honourable :member persist P Strangers must.-' Several honourable 
members exel&imed • Withdraw! withdr&w! J Mr. Bouverie: • _There is 
no motion! The Speaker: I Does the honourable member persiat p' Mr. 
Crawford: I I do, sir.' The SpeakeI': I The galleries must be cleared.' 
The officers proceeded to cle&!' the Speaker's and the strangers' galleries, 
and the reporters withdrew from their gallery." It is deserving of remark, 
and perha.ps may be considered as a sort of apology to the reporters for 
their sha.re in the genel"ftl exclusion, tha.t on being re-admitted to their 
gallery tbey were greeted with a burst of cheering from the House. On 
the 20th of July, 1870, it is recorded in" Hansard," the debate on the 
Contagious Diseases Acts was resumed, and, as on the previous discus& 
sion, Mr. Crawfurd oa\led the attention of the Speaker to the presence 
of strangers, whereupon they were oroered to withdraw. 

Alteration of the Bule.-On the 27th of April, 1875, the gal. 
leries were crowded with members and visito1'8 anxious to hear a debate 
on the e'Port of horees, bronght on by Mr. Chaplin; but before this 
gentleman conld rise to propose his motion, Mr. Biggar, member for 
Cavan, ealled the Speaker's o.ttentio:u to the presence of strangers. In 
the peers' gallery at the time, the Prince of Wales was seated, with many 
members of the Uppel' House (Mr. Biggar, however, afterwards dis
claimed knowledge of thiS feet), and amonget other distingoished per. 
601l11g"8 was the German ambsSsador. The Speaker pointedly asked the 
hononrable gentleman whether he intended to take notiee of the strangers, 
and receiving an affirmative answer, immediately ordered the galleries to 
be cle&red, which was done, the ladies only being allowed to remain. 

. Then ensued a seeue of much excitement. The Prime Minister (Mr. 
Disraeli) rose and eaid, .. I regeet thst the House is called upon by the 
act of the hononreble gentleman to take a etep which brings discredit 
npon the House. The hnnouTahle gentleman _ should remembar tha.i; this 



1;54 MiEODOTAL HISTORY 011 PARLIAMENT. 

H01l88 is an .... mbly of gentlemen,. and it has not been the practice or 
gentlemen to ~ the step which he has adopted, unIe .. thors has bee" 
some strong a.ud imperious public necessity to justify it. No reASon has 
been assigned for ths extraordinary eonr88 he has adopted; a CO&r8C cal. 
culated to discredit the HOn88, and I think I am jnstified in saying thet it 
is r.pugnant to the general-I might almoot oa1 the unanimous-feeling or 
the Honoe. (General cheering.) Under thee circum8tances I feel it 
D8C88O&rY to move thet the .tanding ordor rolative to th. admisoion of 
strange .. b. B11Sp8nded during the sitting of th. Honee." Th. motion 
was .. conded by th.leader of th. Opposition (the Marquis of Hartington), 
and Mr. Biggar. having been called upon by other members to state his 
reaoono for his eItraoedinary proceeding, declared thet he d.sired to 
am.nd tho uneatisfactory relations of th. Pre88 in regard to tho Honso,t 
and should pursue a similar course every evening until an nlteratioD WM 
mad. in tho raI.. relating to strangers and reporters. Ot.her Irish 
membe .. warmly repudiated his action, as tending to bring discredit upon 
themoelves, and one (Mr. Bryan)'told the honourable gentleman thet h. 
should remember it was the duty of a repreoentative to be first a gentle. 
man an4 nen a patriot. The motion for suspension of the standing order;. 
was carried unanimoua\y, and, strangers being re·admitted, the first 
who took his &eat was the Prince of Wales. A we.k afterwards the 
Marquis of Hertington brougbt forword resolutions int.nded to recognis& 
formally the reporting of debates, &c., unless snch reports were expresaly 
forbidden. and also the presence of strangers under ordinary circum
stances; but during the debate on this motion, the galleries were again. 
cleared on tb. demand of Mr. Sullivan. The d.bate was adjourned until 
the Slst of May, when the Marquis of HUtingt01l'S resolutions were re
jected, and tbe foUowing, proposed by Mr. Disroeli, was eventually 
adopted: IC That if at any Bitting of the House or of a Committee any 
member shall take notice of the presence of strangers, Mr. SpeAker or the 
Ohairman, as the cas. may he, sball forthwith pnt the question without 
d.bate or amendment; provided that Mr. Speaker .or the Chsirman, .. 
the .... !!lay be, may, whenever h. thinka lit, order the withdrawal oj 
otrangers from any part of tho hono .... 

1'irst Application of the lII'ew Bute.-In April, 1878, the rule 
thno _.d was applied under p.cu1iar circumotan.eo. Mr. O'Donnell 
rose to propose a resolution censuring the action of the Government in 
Donegal, consequent upon the recent murder of Lord Leitrim; and his 
remarks gave rise to much interruption. Mr. K.ing~Harman n spied 
strongero," and tho qnestion tbat they b. ordered to withdraw was then 
put by tho Speaker without debate, and carried by 57 to 12. Th. reportera' 
and other grilleries were cleared about halfwpast nine. and not reopened 
until he\f.paot twalve, tho proceedingo within tb. Honsomeanwhile, it wa& 

nnderotoad, heving been uf a turbulent charaoter • 
• II st. Stephen takea not from 8t. Gnu hie arIi, 

But is .. true good gentl8D1aD. at heart. II 
-Lytton', (l8t. 8tep""'· ... • 

t See Ie The CommODl and the Preu in 1875," pace 567 .. 
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An Intrudel' in the Eouse.-During the eession of 1642, on ... 
Mr. Shepherd, & .tnnger, Cl80IIle into the house, and stood behind tho. 
serjeant. So diver!! espied him out, and called him to the bar. There he 
would not tell his name, but said he was a Bedfordshire man. As divers
knew him he was dismissed.-Harl. MSS. 

Intruders in 187S.-In the month of ·Maroh, 1875, an incident 
occurred, the parliculs.rs of which are gathered from the 2'imes ,-During· 
the dehate two strangers entered the hOMe by the member!!' doorway;and 
took seats in the body of the house, close by the chair of the Serjeant-at. 
Arms. There they sat, according to their own story. for overhalf anhour .. 
At length a division was called. The Speaker. wonted .mphatie "anrlng. 
"Stra.ngers must withdraw." fell upon deaf ears, for the two strangers 
did not nndentsnd the summons, and remained in the placea they had 
token. By this time the Serjeant'. atteution had been called to them, and' 
the first order they received was, II Take off your hate!' As the doors 
were locked the intruder!! conId not be turned out; and it wonId heve been. 
against all parliamentary precedent to unlock the doors for any purp08O. 
They were therefore led npstairs into the gallery reserved for distin
guished strangers, and after the division was over were severely taken to· 
task by the officials of the Honse. Their. explanation was simple. They 
had order!! for the .t=gers' gallery; they were told by a policeman in. 
the central hall to walk to straight on," and had done 80 only too literally. 
It was thought, on the whole, inexpedient to make too much of this inci. 
dent hy taking the deliaquents into custody, as they rosUy appeared to 
have erred through ignorance, and therefore no notice was taken by the
House of their intrusion. But they were severely admonished, and, pro
hably, were dnIy scared by the repreaentstion of the penalties they might 
have incurred, and the eorious breaeh they had committed of the etendiug· 
orders •. 

A Strang81' Counted in .. DivisioD.-A division .took plaee in 
the Honse of Commons, February llth,1771, on the bill to repeal a clanee· 
of the NnUnm Tempus Act, when it heppened, .. yo the .. Parlismentary
History." that among the members coming in on the division. a stranger ... 
who had continued in the lobby after it was cleared. had come in and was:. 
told 88 one of the "noes." The stranger was brought to the bar. and, by 
general COILSeIlt of the House, dismissed, with: a caution from Mr. Speaker-
IIOt to be gnilty of the like oltence again. It appesred thet the intruder . 
was a merchant of Bermuda. and that he was personally known to several' 
of the members. 

The Strangers' Gallery.-The question of admitting the public to 
the str.mgers' gallery of the House of Commons without a. member's. 
order was mieed, February 1st, 1837, by Mr. Ewarl, who considered that
the existing system was & great injury to the unrepresented class. His 
propoaitlon was oppoeod by Lord John RuseoU, on the groulld that on all 
great occasions the gallery would be inconveniently crowdsd, aod thet. 
pickpockets were likely to put in an appearance among the respectable-
visitors. A division gave the result of eleven for the opening, and one 
bnn.u..d and eovenlf·three ag.iUBt it. 
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Applause in the Str .... gers· G&llery.-There is a.mct rul. in 
the House of Oommons forbidding &Dy demoDstration of feeling by 
strang.rs admitted to the gall.ries. A g.ntl.man who occupi.d & &eat 
in the Speak.r·. G&llery in April, 1888, so far disregarded the ord.r as to 
elap hi. honds .nthusiastically at the clos. of a speech by Sir Mich .. l 
Hicks-Beach, in r.plyto Mr. Gladstane on the death duties. Th.olI.nd.r 
was promptly compell.d to quit the HQuse.-It mnst b. noted that the 
U Strangers' Gallery J) and the "Speaker's Gallery" were amalgamated in 
June, 1888. In the latt.r year the daily avora~. of attendance in th.s. 
gal1eries was 219. 

Applause in the roadies' G&llery.-On the 5th of Jun., 1888, a 
subj.ct of d.licate natura (the working of the Contagious Dis ..... Act in 
in India) came before the Honse of Oommons. Ladies presenting them
selv •• for admission to the gall.ry allotted to them w.re, by dirsction of 
the Speaker, advissd of the "".eptional natura of the business before the 
Hons.; but nearly all .lsoted to remain, about twenty being present 
throughout the discnssion. At the close of one member"s speech a loud 
clapping of ha.nds was beard, the Speaker immediately crying II Order," 
while the leader of the Hons. (Mr. W. H. Smith) was obser,·ed pointing 
out to the right honourable gentleman the ladies' gall.ry as the quarter 
from which the disturbanc. had proceed.d. 

Dynamiters in the House of COmmoDs.-On the meeting of 
the Hous. for a n.w s.ssion, Febrnsry 9,1888, Lord Ehrington asked tho 
Home Secretary whether he could give any information 88 to how a per8QD. 
who was recently convicted a.n.d sentenced to fifteen years' penal servitude 
for dynamite conspiracy gained admis.ion to the gallery and pr.cincts of 
the House, and wheth~r h. proposed to take any steps to inqnire into the 
clronmetan .... -Mr. Matth ..... in reply, esid: .. I have inquired into tho 
circumstances mentioned. The convict Ha1'kins, who was sentenced to 
:fifteen y8l\l'8' penal servitude, gained admission to the Speaker's Gallery 
on August 5, under the name of M'Linn. '--'ili'" connection; with him was 
admitted another person, named Melville. whose real name is Moroney. 
He was concerned in the same conspiracy. and there ill a warrant out 
against hi~ not e:r:ecuted. These two persons were admitted by an order 
obtained by an honourable member of this House. It is not cl.ar that they 
were introduced to the House by him. Melville was known to be a snspioioU9 
charaetnr, and was well wstoh.d. He not only ent.red the Speaker'. 
Gall.ry, hut both p.rsons spent some tim. on the terrae. of the Honse. 
This seems to show that the order for admission reqnires to be acoom· 
paui.d by some bett.r safeguards than exist at present." A select cum
mitt .. · was shortly aftnr appointed to inquire. into the regulations as to 
the admission of strangers, and. in consequence of its report, more 
"tringent rul •• were adopted.-A dynamite .xplosion took plse. in the 
immediate precincts of the Hons.s of Parliament on Jan. 24. Iss.;, and 
did much damog. in W.alminstnr Hall. Another infernal msohin. had 
besn laid in the Commons' chamber, and also e'Ploded with damage. 
The day was a Saturday, wh.n the public are admitt.d to the buildings, 
the Hous.a not sitting. 
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The Peeresses' Gal1817.-The peeresses' galleries of the House 
of Lanla ...... t apart for the l1JlDI8lTied daughlera of peers; and if the 
daught.er of a peer marries a commoner, she loses her privilege. Horace 

, Walpole tells the story of the struggle of the peereaeea for admission into 
the house, and their ultimate triumph over every obstacle. They had 
been admitted, but made such a. noise that ordors were issued that their 
presence eould no longer be tolerated. But the,. oame again. The Lord 
Chancellor swore they should not enter, and a noble duchess,. with equal 
wa.rmth, ewore they would. The doore were sbut on them, and they tried 
what rapping would do; but, though this etopped the dabate, it failed to 
opan the dooro. Thou ailence was oal1ed for helf an hour, when the peers, 
confident thet the enemy must he gone, and thirsting for freob air, ordered 
the doore to be re.opened, and in rushed the victorious hand. 

Waiting to Conquer,-Lsdy Mary Wortley Moniagu give. the 
atory of the triumph of the ledi .. over the Lorde, in entertaining detail. 
She wrltoe to Lady Pomfret (1738): .. The ledi .. have obown their zeal 
and appetite for knowledge in a moot glorious manner. At the last warm 
debate in the House of Lanla, it was uusnimously reoolved thet thero 
ehould be no crowd of unnec .... ry auditore; consequontly the fair' sex 
were exc1uded, end the gallery destined to the sole use of the House of 
Oommons. Notwithstanding which determination, .. tribe of dames 
:resolved to show on this occasion that neither men nor laws could resist. 
them. Th ... heroin .. were Lsdy Huntingdon, the Duche .. of Queena. 
berry, the Duche .. of Ancaater, Lady Westmor1end, Lady Oobham, Lady 
Charlotte Edwin, Lady Archibald Hsmilton ODd her daughter, Mro. Scott, 
Mre. Pendarvis, und Lady Franois Saunderoon. I am thus pBlticular in 
their nam .. , since I look upen them to be the bold • ..t .... rtoro and most 
resigned suJferers for liberty I ever heard of. They preeented them. 
eelv .. at the door at nine o'clock in the morning, where Sir William 
Sannderoon respectfully informed them that the Ohancellor hed made an 
order against tbeir admittance. The Duch ... of Qusensberry, as head of 
the aqusdron, pished at the ill.breeding of a mere lawyer, and desired 
him to let them up the stairs privately. After acme modest refusale, ho 
swore by G- he would not let them in. Her grace, with a noble 
warmth, &IlSWered by G- they would .ome in, in spite of the Ohan. 
cellor and the whole House. This being reported, the peere reaolved to 
starve them out; an order was made ~t the ,doors should not be opened 
till they had raiocd their siege. The .. amazons now showed themselvea 
qnalified for the duty even of foot soldie .. ; they stood there till live in 
the afternoon, without either sustenance or intermission, -every now and 
then playing volleys of thumps, kicke, end reps agsinst the door, with so 
much violence that the speakers in the house were Bearce hea.rd. When 
the Lorde were not to be conquered by thi., the two duch ..... (very well 
apprised of the usa of stratagems in war) cO~&nded a dead silence 
of half an hour; aud the Ohaneellor, who thought this a .ertain proof of 
absenee (Pte-Commons also being very impatient to enter), gave order for 
the opening of tho door j upon whieh they all rushed in, pushed asido 
their competitors, and Jllsr.ed themaelve. in the front rows of the gallery. 
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'rh.y stayed the", till after .laven, when: the HonSe ...... and during the 
<lobate gave applauae. and ahowed marks of dislike. not only by smilee and 
-.rinks (which hev. a.! .. ayo been allowed in these ..... ). but by noisy 
laugh. and apparent contempt.; .. hich ia supposed the true _ why 
Lord Herv.y .poke miaorably. I beg your pardon. dear madam. for thia 
Jong narration. but it ia impoosibla to be ahort on eo copiono a onbjeot; 
and yon must own thia action to be very w.n worthy of reoo!d, and I 
think not to be paralleled in any hiatory. ancient or modern." 

. Taking Possession of the Throne. - Mr. Grevillo writes: 
.. April 4. 1829.-The House of Lords .... very fall (to hear the Catholic 
Relief d.heteo). particularly of women; every fool in London thinks it 
noo_1 to be th.... It ia only einee last yo .. thet tbe st<lpe of the 
tbroo. heve been crowded with ladi .. ; formerly one or two got in, who 
elrn1ked behind the throne. or were hid in Tyrwhitt· •• box, but no .. they 
fill the whole opoce. and put themselveo in front with their large bonnets. 
-without either f ... or &hame. • • Ledy Je ... y ia in a fury with 
Lord Anglesey. and goeo about eaying he inouli<ld her in the House of 
Lo.a. the oth.r night. She .... sitting on one of the etepo of the throne. 
and the Dueheoo of Richmond on the step above. After Lord Anglesey 
hed epoken he came to ta.lk to the ducheso, who said •• How wall yoo did 
speak; , on which he said, t Hush! you must take care what you say. for 
he", ia Ledy Je ... y. and she reporte for the newopopero;' on which Ledy 
J .... y said very angrily. 'Ledy Jersey ia here for her own amueament; 
whet do yon mean by reporting for newopopero P' to whioh he replied 
with a profound bow •• I beg your ladyship'. pardon; I did not mean to 
otfend you. and if I did I beg to make the moot ample apology.' Thia ia 
his version; hers, of eourse, is di:ftetent." 

Presence of Ladies in the CommCDB.-It .... the proetiee in 
<lid.n tim .. for ledieo to be p_t amaug other strangers in the gallery 
of the House of Commons. It appoaro from .. Grey'. Debateo" thet on 
the lot of Jun •• 1675, aome ladi ....... in th;"gallery peeping over the 
gentleman'. ahould.... The Speaker. spying them. cried out, .. What 
borough do those ladi .. serve for P " to which Mr. W m. Coventry replied, 
It They serve for the Speaker's Chamber." Sir Thomas ·Littleton said, 
.. The Speaker might miateks them for gantlemen with fin. e1eeveo dNeeed 
like ladies." Says the Speaker, (. I am sure I saw petticoats.. "-Mn. 
Montega wrote .. follows to one of he. mande in F.bruary. 1782: .. In 
the House of Commons every boy who can articulate is a speaker. to the 
great diepateh of busiu ... and solidity of councils. They oit late every 
night. ae ev.ry young gantleman who boa a handeome person, • fine coat. 
a well.,haped lag. or .. olear voioe. ia to e><bibit th ... edvantegoo. To 
thia kind of boau .... tory and _table teIk, the ladi ... as is reaeonahle. 
TOOorI very oonetontly. At &ret they attended in ouch numbore ae to fill 
the body of the honee ~ great politica.! questions. but " • a ghoatt 
started up in a dirty obaeure alley in the oity. aud diverted the attention 
"f the female politiciane."-In 1778. on the 2nd of F.b......,., a large 

• Tho Usher of tho Blaok Bod. t The Cook·laue ,hod. 
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number of ladies weN present to hea.r & great debate on the state of the 
Dation; we "'" told that theT filled the whole galle.,. and the oeste muler 
the front gaIlety. Captain Johostone, of the navy (."mmonlT called 
Governor JohnetODe), being angty thet the house was cIe&I9d of all the 
., men strangers," amongst whom were some friends he had introduced, 
insisted that all etrangere should withdraw, but eo mnch opposition 10 .. 

shown br the fair audience that it took two hours to enforce the order. 
After this, ladiea were excluded from the ho1lSe, and, until 1834, oould 
onlT obtain a gHmpse of ite proceedings by peeping down the "lantern " 
over the largest chandelier. 

The Ladies' GallerJ" in the CommoDs.-An amusing discussion 
on this subject took place in the Honse of Commons in Jnly, 1869. Mr. 
H. Herbert moved," That in the opinion of this Honse the grsting in 
front of the ladies' gaIlety should be removed." He &&id the galle.,. W88 

not such a place .. ladiee ought to oeenpT. It had been well remsrked 
that it would be a chamber of horrors but for those who occupied it. 
There was DO eeeape from the vitiated atmosphere, and the ladies were 
obliged to be eon1ined-(great Ianghter)-were kept for hours in tbat con
fined epaee. In this age of civilisation it .... absurd to have the Iadi .. 
placed behind a grsting.-Mr. Beresford Hope &&id, on behalf of theladi .. 
the_Iv .. , he thought it would be a ernel kiDdneas to take &waT the 
barrier. What the ladies desired was one or two hours' rational am1\SO
ment-{langhter}-<md for that pnrpose it .... beat for them to oome 
there in morniDg dreBB and in their bonnets, and to be placed in a position 
where thOT oould not be moIested br impertinent glaneee. He depreeated 
any change which might tend to eetabliah a flirting plooe there.-Mr. 
Layard (Firat Commissioner of Works) &&id he hed aaked at Ieaat two 
hundred ladies, and they were, almost without exception, in favour Of retain
ing thegrstiDg. He read a letter from aladT, pointing ont the advantage& 
the grille or grstiug cooferred on all partie.. One 10 .. , tbat it enabled & 

lady to leave when a bore .... speaking, even though that bore hoppened to 
be the friend who had obtained her ... t for her. He thought there wae 
a good dnsl of truth in that letter, and that the H .... wonld take the 
ladi_ view of the matter. The House did, and the motion was 
withdrawn.-Another disellllBion on the sobject arose in March, 1885. 
when Mr. STdneT Buxton moved "that the aeoommodation of the 
ladies' gall..,. should be improved,'~ but the propos&! .... rejected by 
121 to 75. 

PUBLICATION OF DEBATES. 
lII[embei.. Punished f"" Divulging Debat&s.-In the reign of 

Henty VII. (&aYO Old1ield) a member of the Honse of Commono was 
oommitted to the Tower for acquainting tho King with the d.hete& in 
Parliament, and both he ...., hi< POBteriI!I were br an Act diaabled from . 
ever Bitting or serving 88 representatives for any place whatever. In 
the reign of Queen ElU.abeth there wae a eimUar .... , .. hen Arthur Hall, 
Esq .. was oommitted to the Tower for six monthe. fined fi.e hundred 
pounds, and expelled the Honse, for hoviDg publiahed the debates. 
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Dislike of the House to lIl'ot .... ta.king.-In March, 1641.2, & 

special instance occnrred of the jealousy very frequently exhibited by 
membo .. of the House in regard to the practice of note.taking. Sir 
Edward .Alford, member for Arundel, had been observed tamg DOtes of a 
propoeed declnration moved by Pym. Sir Walter Earle, membor for 
Weymouth, upon this objected that he had seen U some at the lower enlt 
comparing their notes. and one of them had gone out." Alford W88 

thereupon called back, and. hi. nole. required to be given up to the 
Speaker. D'Ewes, who gives these particulars, continues: If Sir Henry 
Vane, sen., Bitting at that time next me, sa.id ae 'Gould remember when no 
man waa allowed to take noleo, and wi.hed it to bo DOW forbidden. Which 
occssioned me, being the principal note-taker in the House, to 88y that the 
practice existed before he was hom; for I had a jonrna1, 13th Elizaheth_ 
For my part I shall not communicate my jotirnal (by which I meant the 
sntire copy of it) to any man living. If you will not permit us to Write, 
we must go to sleep, as Bome among us do, or go to playa, 88 others have 
done." 

lIl'ote-ta.kiDg ClIoDDot be Stopp.a_-Sir Simonda D'Ewes a1so 
rel&tes tlmt when the clerk of the House was qusstioned as to who did 
IOmetimes write out of his journal-book, or were present, "he said Mr. 
Moore and Mr. Bodroll did often Write out of the same, and tlmt myself 
""88 sometimes present. But I, mi.stakiDg him and cDnceiving that he 
ranked me amongst the transcrihers (who sca .. ely wrote three warda out 
of his joumal-hook in three mouths), "as very angry with him, and etoed 
up and &aid that I was, indeed, often present when othel'B transcribed out' 
of the said jonrna1, but did myself Write not out of tbat, but out of my 
head." A delicate mntter coming under debate next day, some members 
arosa in much excitement to BUggeat tlmt the debate be ad,ioumed for a 
day, and that DO one meanwhile be permitted to take notes. II Stop Dote

taking !~' cried D'Ewes. If you cannot. or, if you can, make men hold their 
tongues, then, 88 well!" 

lIIE.,"lf'acture of l'ictitiOllS Speeches ""a l'etitioDO_-One 
of the natnra1conaequonces of the jealousy as to note-tsking in Parliament 
was the manufactura of fictitious and garblea accounte of ite procsedings. 
Sir Simonda D'E"es has the following in his Noles on the discussions in 
the Long Parliament, "After prays1'8 I said that much wrong W88 olfered 
of I&te to &evera! msmhe1'8 by-publishing speech .. in their names which 
they never spoke. I had yeatemight a speeoh brought me by a stationar 
to whom one John Bennet, a poet lodging in Shoe Lane, sold it for half-.
crown to be printed. He gives it as my speech at a conference, when there 
was no- conference." Fictitious petitions were got up in ,the same way. 
On the 25th of January, 1641-2, the malter of " Royalist pstition from 
Hertfordshire WDS bolol'S the House, and the subjoined entry is made by 
D'Ewea: U Thomas Hulbert, ona of the framors of the Hertlordshire 
petition, sent tor as & delinquent. also MarMn Eldred, ODe of the pennON 
of the &ame. The said Martin Eldred, being called into the housa, did 
acknow!odgs that TIlomo8 Hulbert, & young scholar of Cambridgs, did 
drow the sai(! fnls. petition of Hartfordahire in his preaeno., and that ther 
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sold it to the said John GrellllBmith, a etationer, for half.a-clOWIl, which the 
said GreeDBlDith, hciIlg called on, did likewiee cemfe .. , and that he prilltcd 
it. I said there were now abiding in and about London certain loose 
heggarlyecholare who did ill aleho ..... iIlvent epoochee, and make epee.hee 
of memhe .. ill Parliament, and. of other p .... g .. euppoeed to be handled 
ill or preeentcd uto this Honee. That the Iican .. of prilltillg thcee 
scandalous pamphlets is grown to a very great height," &C. Wherefore 
the iIldignant Sir Simoode would have Mr. Thomae Hulbert, and Mr. Martin 
Eldred, and Mr. John GreeDBlDith forthwith convoyed to the Gatehonee. 

fte l'athu of l'arliament&r7 lI.eport;ng.-Thie title would 
appear fairly to belong to Rnehworth, that eeeiatant clerk of the Honse of 
OommOllO to whom all later write .. have heen so largely iIldebtcd for the 
" Historical OOUectiOllB." Rnehworth displayed ill perfection the qualitiBB 
of his reportillg SIleo""" ill later deys, when he steadily went on takiIlg 
his shorthand notes amid the excitement attending Oharle.'o antry to arrest 
the five mamhe .. (p. 82). But it is cnriono to find memhero of tha Honse 
of OommollO objectillg to the nee of shorthand hy ite own Be",ant at the 
table. Such, howe"er, was tha dislike to elaborate note.takiIlg, and 80 

keen the JeCoUection of the pllDishment which had fallen OIl Eliot aud 
others for words uttered in the House, that this objection was made in the 
earlier days of the Long Parliament. In the u N ote·book of Sir John 
N orthcote,"lately published, occurs the following entry, under December 1. 
164.0"..J·Sir Jo. Hothem (opoke) agaiIlot Mr. Rnshworth takiIlg noter by 
ohorthand.-A committee (appoillted) to view clerk'. hook every Satorday, 
to a1low of what they thiIlk fit to he prceerved, and no copies of argn. 
mente. Orbred,-And to examine ,..bat CopiP.B have been given out, and 
to whom." 

lI.eputing in the :r.a.at Century.-The .ery imperfect manner 
ill which accouto of parliomantory dehater were commllDicatcd to the 
publio ill the laot century. is thno de.crihed by Lord Bronghem. ill hi. 
eketch of the Earl of Chathem :_U At one period they were givan nnder 
feigned nam .... if held ill the Sell8te of Rome by.the ancient orators 
and stoteemen; at another they were conveyed under the iDitielo only of 
the D&mes borne by the real speakers. Even when" somewhat later, these 
disguises were thrown aside, the speeches were composed by persona who. 
had not been preOOllt at the dehates, but gleaned a few heade of each 
epeeker'. topics from 80me OIle who .had heard him; and the foUest and. 
moot authentio of aU those "OQUllte are merely the meagre outline of the 
subjecte touched npon, prcee"ed ill the disri.. or oorroopondence of 
some oontemporary politiciaus. and .presenting not even an approximation 
to the execution of the orators. Thno many of Lord Ohatham·. earlier 
speeches in the H01l8e of Commons, as now preserved, were avowedly the 
composition of Dr. J oboson, whoee meaonrsd style. formal periodo, 
halanced. antith ..... and tote.! WSllt of pure racy English, betray their 
author at every line. while each deheter is made to speek exactly ill the 
same manner. For some years after he ceased to report, or rather to 
mannfacture-that is, from 1751 doWllwards-a Dr. Gordon furnished. 
the newspapen with reports, consisting of much more accurate accounts 
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of what had pB8Sed in debate, but without prel"nding to give more than 
the subetance of tha several epeech... The debates upon the American 
Stamp A.ct, in 1764, are the first that-can be said to have heen preserved 
at all, through tha happ:r accident of Lord Oharlemont, I18Sisted b:r Sir 
Robert Deane, taking an extraordinary interest in the subject, as basrlng 
upon the grievan ... of Ireland, and accordingly the:r have banded down 
to us 80me notes, from internal evidence plainly authentic, of Lord 
Ohathsm'. celebrated ep .. cbee upon that question. A. few remains of his 
.great dieplayo in the House of Lords have in like manner been preeerved, 
chiefiy in the two epeeche. reported by Mr. Hugh Boyd, the ... ond of 
which, the most celebrated of a1I, upon the employment of the Indiane in 
the American war, there is reason to believe was revised a.nd corrected by 
Lord Ohatham himaolf, .... d if so, it was certainly tha only one that ever 
underwent hie revision." 

lh'. Johnson .... d the Debates.-The following facto .... given in 
Boswell's fJ Life of Johnson ":_14 In 1738 J owon was enlisted by Oave 88 

a regnlar coadjutor in tha Gentlema,,', Magaoi,... What we certainly 
Imow to have heen dons by him w .. tha dehates in both Houoeo of Parlia
ment under the Dame' of I The Senate of Lilliput.' sometimes with feigned 
denominations of the several speakers, sometimes with denominations 
formed of the letters of their real names, in the manner of what is called 
anagram, 80 that th.ymight .aeiJy he deciph.red. Par1iem.nt th.n kept 
tha pre .. in a kind of myoterione aw., whioh- mads it necessary to havs 
recourse to such devices. • • This important article of ths Gentk. 
""",'s Magaoinewas for several y .... ex.outed by Mr. William Guthri""": 
a man who dessrvea to he record.d in the literary annele of this conntry. 
The d.bates in Par1iement, which we.. brought hom. ....d digested by 
Guthrie-wboee memory, though surpB8SSd by oth... who have since 
follow.d him in the lSme departm.nt, WI8 yot v.ry quick .... d tenaoion&
were sent by Cave to Johnson for his revision; and. after some time, 
when Guthrie had attain.d to gre.ter veri.ty of employment, and the 
speeches were more and more enriched by the accession of J ohnson'e 
genius, it .... resolved that he should do the who!. himself, from the 
....... ty notes furnished b:r persolll .mploy.d to attend in both Ho ..... of 
Parlia.ment. Sometimes, however, 8S he himself told me, he had nothing 

. more .communicated to him than the names of the several speakers, and 
the part whi~h they had tsken in the dehate. • • Johnson told me that 
.. 800n as he fonnd that the ep.ech •• w.re thought genuine, h. deter
mined that he would write no more of th.m, • for h. would not he IICC"· 

sory to the propsgetiou of fe1eehood.' And suoh was the tenderneeo of 
his oOIllloi.nce that a short time before his death he exp .... ed his regret 
for his having haen the aulhor of fiotio ... which had pB8Sed forrealiti ..... -
J chnson having been praieed for his impartiality in th... dehates, in 
dealing out .... on .... d eloqu.noe with ... equal haud to both parti.., re
plied, .. That is not quite true. I ""v.d appear .... o ••• tolerably well, but I 
took ..... that the Whig doge should not have the best·of it.» 

l'imt PubUcation of Debates in the ·Irish ParIiamat.
It was in the time of Lord Chanoellor Bow.., in the yaare 1763 and 1764. 
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that the first printed reports of the speeches delivered in the Irieh ParJi&. 
ment were published. Th.y can lumIly (says O'Flan&gan) be considered 
vert reliable, RS they were given from the recollection-- of. Sir James 
O&ldwell, &nd few beve memories so accurate as to recollect wbet falls 
from eveml speakers on the same. or on dilferent subjects. 

The CommODB and the City l'rinterB.-In .1771. a contest 
between the House of Oommona &nd the authorities of the Oity of 
London ..... e ont of the publication by .. vera! printers of reports of parli .. 
mentary debates. The time was one of. great political excitement, owing 
to the proceedings of the Honea in tbe case of Wilkes and the Middlesex 
eleetiona. the Falkland Island question. &C. Oolonel On&low. a Lord of 
the Treasary. moved the reading of the resolutions of the 26th of 
Febrna.ry. 1728. which ran as follows: "That it is an indignity to. and & 

breach of privilege of. this House. for any person to presume to give in 
written or printed newspapers any acCOUllt or minutes of debate, or other 
proceedings of this House, or &Dy part thereof i and that, ·upon discovery 
of the authors, printers, or publishers of any such written or printed 
newspaper. this House will proc.ed ageinet the olfeodcrs with the utmost 
severity." The Order having been read, some of the printers were sum· 
moned to tb. her for infringing it. They took no notice of the summona. 
and the Serj.ant.&t.Arme in vein songht to find them. A. proclamation 
W88 issued offering & rewa.rd for their apprehension, and two 01 them were 
arrested in the Oity. and carried before Aldermen Wilkes and Oliv.r. who 
immediately discharg.d them. A. meseeng.r from the Houae attempting 
to arrest a third. was himself taken into custody for assa.ult, and com. 
mitted by Lord Mayor Oroaby and the two &ld.rm.n to the Oompter. but 
relesaed on bo.il. Th. gronnd of committ&! was that. by the Oity charters. 
no eitUen ecrold be arreated.ast of Tempi. Bar without the Lord Mayor's 
authority. Th. Houae of Oommons was forious. and aent Orosby &nd 
Oliver. who were both members, to the Tower. Wilkes was also called to 
the bar. butrefuaed to obey. c\aiminghis right to be summon.d to his p1&ce 
as member for Middlesex. The other two remained in the Tower from 
March nntil Parliament W8S prorogued in May. 

1'0:0: on the hblic .. tion of Deb .. tes.-Soun after the m •• ting 
of Parliament in 1778 •. Oolonel Luttrsll. complaining that in a certain 
morning pap.r h. had been gro .. ly misrep ..... nted. informed the Hons. 
that. for his future safety and protection, he was determined to move that 
tbe standing order of the House for excluding strangers from tbe gall.ry 
shonld be strictly .nforced. Mr. Fox (writes Earl Ruseell) la.id down the 
true doctrina of publicity on this oeeaaion. He said that II he was con .. 
vin .. d the tm. and only m.thod of prev.nting misrepresentation was by 
throwing op.n the gallery. and making tbe d.bates and d.cmona of tbe 
House as public as possible. There was less danger of misrepresentation 
in·s full company than in s thin one, as there would be a greater number 
of persons to give evidence aga.i.nst the misrepresentation. The shutting 
of the gallery eonld not prevent the proc.eding. of the House from finding 
their way to public vi.w; for. dnring & certain period wh.n the gell.ry 
W88 k.pt empty, the d.bates we", printed. l.t the mann.r of obtaining 
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them be what it might l and, in fact, the public had a right to know wha~ 
passed in Parliament." 

The Fourth Estate.-In contrast with the reotrictiODl imposed 
upou reports of debates in former tim.., the following moy be noted. 
Macaulay writes in 1828 (" Essay on Hallam's History"), Ie The gallery in 
which the reporters sit has b.come a fourth .. tote of tho reaIm." And in 
1871 .. elind Mr. Disraeli alluding. in tho Houoo of CommODS, to • D ..... 
pspor as being .. tho classie&! authority" for "'Ports of perIiamontsry 
proceedinga. 

Comm1lDicatiOJl of P .... liamentary l'HceediDga to the 
SovereigD.-It is mentioned in other paris of this book (p. 573, &c.) 
thot it has be.n tho ouetom in recent times for tho Minister leading in tho 
House of Oommons to send bri.f DOtes of its procesdingo to the Qnson. 
The tsking of notes for ouch a purpose .... brought before tho House of 
Oommons on the 13th of May, 1879. Mr. Dillwyn than moved a ..... lu. 
tion, .. Thet, to prev.nt the growing abuse by her Majesty'e Ministers of 
tho prerogative and inBaenc. of the Oro..... • • ii is DeC0888rY thot 
the modo and limits of the action of the prerogative should be more 
strictly obssrved." In the conroa of the discussion'. member (Mr. 
Oourtney) alluded to the fact that an officer of tho Royal bonsohold (Lord 
Barrington) was tsking notes, and said," He MW before him at that 
mom.nt a noble lord who was very basiJy eDgaged in whst .... an un
doubtsd breach of the Oonstitution. Th.y .. onld all be sorry if anything 
BOriOns shonJd happeD to that DOble JoJd, but without knowing it he was. 
""posing himself to the very gravaot conenre. (. Oh: and laughter.) For 
tho benefit of those hononrsble membore .. bo Jaughad, he wonld reed a 
p888Ogo from Sir Erskine May bearing on tho point :-' The privilegao of 
ParliameDt,' said Sir Erskine, ' ..... systematically violatsd by the King 
(George m.). In order to gaard egainot the arbitrsry interf.reDce of tho 
Orown in ilo proceedings, Parliament had estabIiahed. for centuries. the 
const\tutional doctrine that the King should Dot hear or give credit to 
reporte of ilo d.betco, • • yet during the proceedings of the Commona 
against Wilkes the King obtsined from Mr. Grenvill. the most minute 
and cirenmatantiaJ reporle.' It was a trae and sound constitutional prin
ciple that the Orown shonld know only of the collective setlou of Parlia
m.D1>-that it shonld know DOthing of the action of individnaJ m.mbers 
of that Honae to gaide it in the distributioD of its favOU1'8. (. Oh. ') Of 
course it might DOt be Ira. that the DOble lord he ref.rred to took uote. 
of the proceedinga of that Honse for _OD .laewh.re; but ouch 
was the rumODr." Mr. Gladstone (theD in Opposition) declined to support 
the motioD, aud said: "The lore of the Constitution has been searched. 
oven including resourcos which, though they &n;t not those of & member 
of this H01lB8. yet, we rejoice to think, are in ODe a.nd in- a. very important. 
BeIlB8 Ule resource8 of this House. The doctrine of the time of Mr. Gren
viJJe in regard to the communicstioll of the debates of 'this Honse to the 
80vsreiga has beeD graVllly and BOrioualyadduced. in a great debete on a 
vote of censure on the Governmont, as a doctrine applicable to the present. 
time. and some notes of my noble :friend opposito. which. it is pl'eSWll8d. 
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• be was making for the purpose of a. very effective reply. were referred to. 

I C&Il conceive. that this House might objee~ to the communication of the 
details of its procedure to the Crown, at a period when it objected to the 
commllDio&tion of the details of its procadure to the I1&tion. That w .. tho 
-doctrine of tho .. tun .. , and the practice w .. consistent. It would hove 
been a false position for thio Houss to have the details of its dehatsa made 
known in private to the Sovereign while t,he nation was kept in ignorance; 
but can tho honourable member for Liskeard really think that it ohonld 
now be made an offence to communicate to the Sovereign the det&ila of 
dehates in the House of CommoDe, whioh are mode known to all pereoDe 
.throughout the country, from the Sovereign to her subjects, not only with 
the knowledge, but with the virtual approval of thio House, by every news
paper in the kingdom P I therefore mnot really decline to enter upon 
these high constitutional matters on the present occasion." 

Origin of the Reporters' Gallery.-Mr. Spencer Walpole 
mentioDe that tho deotroction of the old Houses of Parliament was 
memorable for one great change. Up to that time the reporters in tho 
House of Commono bod always earriad on their labours in the strangers' 
.gallery. A separats gallery was provided for their use in the temporary 
house which was conotroeted in 1834. The Peere bod preceded tho 
Commons in this act of common sense. They provided accommodation 
for reportere from the 15th of October, 1831. But it mnot not be sup
posed (Mr. Walpole remarks) thot thio exceptional act of liberality on 
-their Lordships' part in any way proved thom to be in advance of the 
Commons. They were the first to provide acconimodation for the press. 
not beC&use they were more liberal than the Commons, but because they 
had more room. 

Accommodation in the Reporters' Gallery .-Major Gosset, 
the Serjeant..at-Arms, gave evidence before the select committee of the 
House of CommoDe on parliamentery reporting in 1878, from which it 
appeared that numerous applicr.tions for seats in the reporters' gallery. 
on beholf of organs of the preas, could not be acceded to. An enlarge
ment of tho gallery could only he ellected by encroachment on the eido 
.galleries. and there was scarcely room for members. There were 19 front 
seats, and tho .. were the only ... ts in which it was poesible to report 
properly. Fifteen of these were devoted to the London doily press, three 
to the Prose Aesociationo, and one to Mr. Hanaard. The total number of 
reporters was 88 follows:-The Central N ews- and the Press Association, 
10; Globe, 6 ; Hanoard, 4.; Mo .... ing Post, 11; BtfJlf}ilartl" 17; Mornimg 
~d"ertiser, 15; Daily Telegraph, 12; Times, 16; Daily New., 10; Pall 
Mall Gautle, 2; Daily Clwoniele, 7; Echo, 2; Central Pres •• 3 j 
Reuter's, 1 ; and the latter's representative could only occupy a back seat. 
(It will be understood that only one or two representat.ives from any of tho 
·above organs can be present in the gallery at the same time. The numbers 
given by Major Gooset s~owed tho total of eacb reportiug stall, tho 
memhors of which enter the gallery in turn to di.charge their duti ... ) 

ShOl"l;ha.nd Systems in the Gallery.-In 1881:!, memorials were 
;presented to the Ouord and Cambridge local examination boarde and 
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to the council of Ihe Society of Arts, p"':ying them not to limit the etody 
of shorthand, or exa.minations therein. to anyone system, or to recommend 
the .tudy of my one in preference to my olher, bee,nee the progreoo of 
.horthed improvement would be thereby arre.ted. In the Parliament&ry 
reporters' gallery these memorials received 93 signatures, repreaentmg the 
following systems of shorthand :-Pitman's, 63; Taylor's, 12; Gurney's,. 
eix; Lewis's, ~hree; Gurney-TayIo!', one; Lowe's, one; Byrom's, ODe; 
Peachey's, onej Everett's, one; Melville Bell's, ODe; Mavors, one; Gra
ham's, ODe; Janes's, one. 

Bates of l" .... liamentar:y Speaking.-In a Shorthand Congress 
pre.ided over by Lord Ro.ebery in September, 1887, the enbject of 
Parliamentary reporting I1&turaJly came forward. It was etated inciden
tally that Mr. Bright when epeaking rarely exceeded 120 worda a minnta, 
his nenal rate being 100 worda; while Mr. Gladstona was thonght to reach 
occasiona1ly 160, or even m01"8. 

Reports in .. Hansa.rd."-In May, 1878, a discussion took plac .. 
on the vote of £3,000 for Hansard'. reporto of the debates, to which Mr. 
Parnall took exception, .. not an "'nrale record of whet had been actu
ally epoken, but practically reporta which membera altered aa they 
pleased. To this Mr. Mitchell Henry oheerved thai, if the hononrable 
member for Meath had read .. Hansard" more carefnliy, he would have 
.. en that when the report of a particular apeech had been enpplied 
by the apeaker himself, that fact waa indicated to the reader by an 
asterisk. Members, he believed, only made such neceua.ry alterations in 
the reporta as were within fair md reasonable boundo. Mr. Haneard fell' 
him.elf under 8 moral reaponsibility to the Honae of Commons, and would 
not permit such extensive altera.tions in the reports 88 the honourable 
member for Meath had described.· The epeake .. who were moat careful 
for the character and also for the time of that Honse were, he nnderstood .. 
those who took moat paino to correct their apesche.. Lord Beaconsfield, 
he believed, had always done so; and honourable gentlemen 'Would reeol ... 
leet that the righl honourable member for Greenwich (Mr. GladaWne) had 
epoken in the Honss of the hard taok he had found it to correct Hansard's 
reporta of hi. epeechee. He would therefore suggeal th.t it would be 
belter, in the int<> ... ta both of that Honae and of poeteriiy, if the honour. 
able member for Meath followed the example of th ... high authoritiea. 
and took more poina wilh his epeechea. (" Hear," and a langh.}-The 
long-eontinued association of the name of U Hansard » with the reports 
terminated in 1891, when a new contract .... entered into between the 
Controller of the Stationery Offi.e and Reuter'. Telegram Company for 
the fnture. publication of the deb.tao. 

:Lady Beporters.-In the seasion of 1890, Mr. Bradlangh Baked thO' 
Speaker whet,ber, if a vacancy oecurred in the reporters' gallery, there 
was any order of the House which would prevent the entertainment of an 
applicat.ion from a lady for & plaoe in the reportara' gul1cry.-The Speak ... 
in reply, sRid: "There is no order of the Honse ..,:ainst a lady being'" 
edmitted ... reporler to the reportera' geIlery. Within the Iaot two .... 
three daya an application haa been made to the Se"""ant.at.Arme by ~ 
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lady, stating thAt sh. was the rep<OSentstive of .. jollrlllll which advocated 
the political and .. cia.! rights of women. Th. Sergea.nt.at.Arms, .. I 
think very properly, replied th&t h. had no authority to d.part from the 
existing praetice; nor would it be right for me to intervene in any way, 
unl ... I have the direct and exp .... sanction of the HoUBO, in .. mattsr 
poBSibly laeding to consequenc .. which it would be difficult at this moment 

. for the House to foress.... (Great laughter.) 
The CommODS a.nd the Press in 187 S.-In April, 1875, a 

member (Mr. O. L.wis) brought before the House a complaint that tha 
Ti .... and the Daily N .... bad published evidence and documents laid' 
before its Committee on Foreign Loa.ns. then Bitt.ing. He referred to " 
reeolution paesed in 1827, to the effect tbet the publication of any such 
evidence, not reported to the House, was a breach of ita undoubted 
privileges, and moved that the printers of the papers in question should 
b. called to the bar. This w .. agreed to, and three da,.. afterwarda the 
printera attsnded to the summODB. By this tim., however, opportunity 
had been given to all pa.rties in the House for reflection, and the Prime 
Minister (Mr. Disraeli) met the prop08al of Mr. Lewis tbet tha printers 
sbould be ca1Ied io, by an amendment that the Foreign Loane Oommittse 
should report specially upon the m&tter. After some discussion, in the 
courae of which Sir W. V. HareoDrt (Attorney.General nodar Mr. Glad· 
.tone's Government) <leclared that the House had been got ioto an 
.. undignified mess," Mr. Disraell's resolution was carried, and also another, 
that tbe printers sbould be discberged from further attendance. 

Powv of the Beporters.-On the snbject of reportiog, Lord 
Lyttslton, in a letter to tbe Birmingham. Post io 1871, wrot.: "I do 
not complain of tb. reportera. To do so would b. unjust io my C&BB

foolish in any case i for we are absolutely at the mercy of those excellent 
and formidable persona.ges, and to complain would make matters very 
much worse. I will tell two anecdotes. Mr. Oobbett, during tb. short 
time he was in Parliament, incessantly abused the reporters (who~ he 

_ always ea1led C reporthers ') for not fully reporting him. The consequence 
was that they end.d by not reportiog him at all. The!&t. Lord Monteagl., 
when Mr. Spring Rice, in the House of Commons, once said something 
the reportera did not like. They sent him a formal warniog that, unl •• s 
h. publicly apologised, reported he should not be. H. did not apologis., 
and reported be was not for two years. At last the spell ..... broken by 
Mr. Murray, the bookseller, st8.l'ting 8 new paper, called the Constitution. 
To iogratiate him .. lf with Mr. Ric. h. reported his speech .. , whereupon 
the others gave in." 

Beporting l'reaks.-AItI,ough members of Parliament are iodebted 
in the main to the reporters for tho generally faithful, and sometimes 
improve~ versions of their speeches given to the publio, yet it must 
be admitted that the reporters of & past generation occasionally com
mitted :freaks at the expense of members. either in retaliation for such & 

step 88 clearing the galleries by drawing attention to II strangers,» or 
merely by way of iodulgiog their own sense of humour. An iostsnee of 
th.lattsr kind occurred io the cas. of Mr. Wilberforce. He WIlli short in 
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stature. and baving alluded to potatoes in a debate, the reporter (probably 
Bibernian) put the following ludicrona p .... g. into his speech: .. For 
potato ... Mr. Speaker. potato .. , Sir. make m.n hea.1thy; potato .. make 
men taU. More especially do I feel this, he.anae, being under the common 
..... I mnat ever lament that I wae not fostered under that genial vegetable, 
the potato." The worthy member complained of this to the Bonae, .. an 
indignity oftered to the repr.sentative of a 1&rge conetitnency; but the 
Bona. would s.e only the humorona .ide of the question, and groeted his 
.tatament with shonta of laughtsr. 

Emphasising .. Speech.-Mr. Martin, of Galway, once made a 
specoh in which 80me very peculiar _goo occurred, and the reportsr 
underlined them. Th. printar of the pop.r, in which tha report appeared 
.. written. was called to the bar, hnt olf.red to prove that the r.port was 
an exact transcript of the member's words. ·"Tha.t may be," said Mr. 
Martin, If but did I 'Pake them in italics 1" 

A N ewsP&P81' Inadvertence.-It is .natomary on the daily newa
pop.rs for the notea of each parlism.nt&ry reporter, when set up for p ...... 
to he headed by his name and that of his pred.ceasor. and concluded by a 
simila.r reference to the person nen in turn in the" gallery," in order 
that all the parts. when put together, may follow in th.ir proper pl&ce. 
The lines in which these clues are given to the printer are of oo1ll'88 
removed before the report is Bent to press. On 'one occasion. however. & 

late debate having arisen, there were (as usual under such circumstances) 
short turns in the gallery, and Bome hurry in the newspaper office, duriDg. 
which the presence of one of these indicating lines escaped attention. 
The resnlt was ludicrona. Mr. DisrseIi had been eddreaaing the Bonae, 
&!lei, in his cnatomary way, emphasizing his remorn towarde the peroration 
-" And wbat follows. Mr. Speaker P» The readers of the perticwar 
journal (a prominent London doily) mnat have been astouished at the' 
line th.y found immedietsly after this inquiry. for it announced the 
remarkable faot that .. Murphy follow. Jone .... 
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PABT.lAMENTARY USAGES, &a. 

Presence of the EIcnraeign iD the Early Parliaments.-
Th. foUmring is oxtraetod, with abluevistion, from tho Ieamod ..... k of 
Prof .... r(afternrds Bishop) Stubbs: "Th. King's presence .... c\osmed 
n .. .....,. at tho opoDing and genorallyat tho close of the ...... on, but most 
freqnently his duty ..... disclIarged ... hen he had cllieeted the Ohan ... Uor to 
stato tho e&1IOOB of 8IIlIIlIIOD8, and to thank tho _teo f .. their attondance. 
The Chaneellor was his spokesm.ID in most; eases when he approved the 
election of tho Speaker. His decision on petitions ..... expressed by an 
indwooment ... hich tho clerk of tho Parliament read on the last dey of 
tho IIOO8ion .. tho King's ....... sr. It ..... very seldom that ho opeb, or 
..... recorded to hove opeken; and ... hen it is reeordod it is with """ptiona! 
solemnity. It is in 1363, eftar Edward m hss boon moretban thirty ysars 
on tho throne, that .... find him first distioctly msking his will known to 
tho Commons by his own month; they thank him for hoving dons this in 
tho last Parlismont, from ... hich .... inf.r thot h. had opebn on tho 
oceasion of tho dissolntion. Tho Parliament of 1362 ..... thot in ... hich 
tho D80 of English in legal _ono..... ordsred; thot of 1365 ... os 
opened with an English opeech. ODd it mey bs inf.rred thst in giving tho 
_teo leave to depart, Edward himsclf had opebn in English, and thot 
wh.re in oth.r ..... tho sddress of thonb is not oaid to hove boon 
opeken by tho OhancoUor, it .... opekon by tho King. In the last intor
view whieh ho had with his Parliament, at Shoen in 1377. tho pertiog 
wordo are put in his month. Tho deyo of aorene supremacy posaed away with 
Edward m Richsrd II. is more than once oaid to hove uttered houghty 
words in Parlisment.· He disenssod in a long speech to tho Commona tho 
foreign poliey ... hich ho had adopted, and actod .. his own minister. Th. 
81leeeeding kingo took a still more prominent part in Parlisment. Henry 
IV., whose elaim. to the crown. spoken in English. made the occasion an era 
of constitotional progreas, not only signi6ed his wish .. to tho Parliament, 
but deigned to argno with tho Commona; ho laid himsclf open to tho good 
advice of the Speaker, and eondeseended on varioos oeeasions both to 
defend himself and to silence his inlerlocntor; ho aoon learned that his 
dignity ... ould not snrrivo too great familiarity, ODd had to reprove the 
loquacity of the Speaker. Edward IV., who imitatod tho more popular 
nsagea of tho rival Honse, libwiso made opeocboa to both Lords and 
Commons; and in particular, in dissolving his first Parliament, addressed 
tho Speaker in simple and touching 1angnago of gratitode ODd promise. 
All th ... opeocboa w.re mad. by tho King either in foil Parliam.nt-that 
is, in the preooneo of both H .............. in tho Honas of Lords to thelordo 
who were then and there in att.endance upon him!' 

The ~ Speech to Parliament.-Th. opening opeoch, 
d.c!aring to & Parliament tho canso of ito summons, in early tim ....... 
naoally, but not noc""';ly, deliYOred by the Chan.olIor. Prof ..... 
Stubbs .. oteo that "from 1347 to 1363 tho Chief Jnati.e made it; tho 
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Chief Justico of the Common PI ... in 1401; the Archbiohop of Cantor-. 
bury in 1344.. 1368. 1377. 1399. and 1422; the Chancellor in 1343. 1863 
(in Engliah). and genor&Jly after 1868. The Bishop of Winchesler in 
1410. the Bishop of Lincoln in 1453 and 1467. the Bishop of Rochestor 
in 1<172. and the Keeper of tho Privy Seal in 1481. supplied tho pInee of 
the absent Chancellor." At the opening of a Dew Parliament in J8Duary. 
1836. tho Bishop of Southwell ... junior biohop. acted as ohapIain of tho 
House. 

"Nothing in" the Boyal Speech.-This oxprosoion bOB become 
almost provorbial. but it is of no recont date. and b .. royal authority. 
Lord Eldon roIatoa that on one oceaaion George m. whon ho came out 
of the Bouse of Lords after opening the S888ioD of Parliament, sa.i.d to 
him, "Lord Ch&ucellor, 'did I deliver the speech wellP" liVery well 
indeed, Sir," W88 the &Il8wer. til am. glad of that," replied the King, 
f' for there was nothing in it," 

A Xing Beading his Speech IUld ..... DilIicu1ties.-Mr. Jam .. 
Grant roIatoa that. at tho opening of the ooasion of Parliament in 1836. 
King William IV. gave a proof of his good natnro and simplicity of 
manno... The day was uncommonly gloomy. which, added to an imper. 
fection in the King's visuaJ organs consequent upon his advanced years, 
and to the darkness of tho old Houoo of Lorda. rendared it impossible for 
him to read the opooch with facility. Most patiently did he etruggle with 
the task, often hesitating, sometimes Iirlstaking, and at others correcting 
himself. On one occasion he stuck altogether, when, after two or three 
attempto to mako out tho word. he wao obliged to give it up. and turning 
to L01U Melbourne, who stood on his right hand, he said, in a tODe 
sufficiently loud to be audible in all parts o~ the house, U Eh! what is itP" 
Lord Melbourne having whispered the obatructing word, tho King pro. 
ceeded to toil through tho epeoch; but by tho time he had. got to tbo 
middle the librarian brought him two wax tope... Tho King tben 
suddenly p .... d. and .. raising his head. ha addressed tho Loma and 
CommoUB on the spur of the moment, in a perfectly distinct voice, in 
these terms: II My Lords and Gentlemen,-I have hitherto Dot been able,. 
from want of light. to road this opoooh in the way ito importance deaervos; 
but. aslighto are now brought me. I will road it again from tho commence· 
ment, and in a way which, I trust, will oomnumd your attention." He 
then agnin began at the beginning. and road through tho opooch in & 

manner which would luw8 dnne credit to any profe88Ol' of elooution. 
Queen Victoria's l'irat Speech.-In tho "Records of Later 

Life" by Frances Anne Kemble, the writer (who may be considered a 
oompetent judge of elocution) givoa the following recollection, "I Wa& 

indebted to my kind friend, Lord Lansdowne, for the memorable pleasure 
of bsing pr .. ent at the Ii .. t meeting betwoOD Queen Victoria and her 
Houses of Parliamont. The oocasion, which is always one of interest 
when a new Sovereign performs the solemnity, WlUI rendered peculiarly 
so by the age and au of the Sovereign. • . The Queen's voice was 
exquisite; nor have I ever beard any spoken words more musioal in their 
gentle diatinotn .... than' the • MY Lorde and Gentlemen' which broke tbe 
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breathless sUence of the illustrious .... mbly. whose gaze was riv.ted upon 
thet fair !lower of royalty. Th •• nunciation was ... p.rf.ct as the into·· 
1l8.tion was melodious; and I think it is impossible to hea.r a more excellent
utterance than that of the Queen'. English by the Eug1isli Queen." 

Becent Speeches from the Throne.-FoUowing the example of 
her immediate predecessors, Queen Victoria. from her first accession read 
from the throne the speeche. prepared by her Millisters for Parlismentsry 
occasion. The death ot the Prince Oouaort led to the absence of her 
Majesty from state ceremonial for 80me ye&l'8. and Parliament was opened 
and prorogued by Royal Oommission; but in 1866. when the Queen oguin. 
met the Houseo. she reverted to ancient practice by deputing the reading 
of the Bp'eech to the Lord Cha.neellor. On several occasions in later years 
(between 1878 and 1860. for instanc.) the Lord Ohenc.Uor. wh.n actiDg 
as ohief of the Royal Oommission. has prefaced th. reading of the spe.ch. 
by the d.claration, .. My Lords and G1lntlemen.-We are commanded to. 
deliver to you her Majesty's speech in her Majesty'. 01.Im words." 

The Speaker of the Lords.-It is singnlsr (writee Sir T. E. May) 
that the president of this deliberaMve hody is not neces.arilya m.mber. 
It has fraqu.ntly hepp.ned that the Lord Ke.per has officiated for yeara 
as Speaker, without having been raised to the peerage; and on the 22nd 
November. 1860. Mr. Brougham sat on the woolsack as Speaker. beiDg at 
thet time Lord OhenceUor. although his c_tion as a peer hod not yet 
been made out. The woolsack; indeed, is not strictly within the Hous •• 
for the Lords may not spcsk from thet part of the chamber. an~ if there 
on a division, their TOtes are not reckoned. -

The Lord Chancellor in a Strait.-Th. Daily News noted. in 
May. 1862, .. The House· of Lords yesterdsy narrowly eseeped an all. 
night Bitting. After a somewhat exciting debate on the release of the 
{suspects,· the members of the Ministry present walked out, forgetting to 
make the wmol motion for the adjournment of the House. After a painful 
penee. one of the clerks mad. an .xcUl'8ion to the lobby and brought beck 
a noble lord. who moved the adjournment. and the Lord Ohencellor wae' 
enabled to leave the woolsack." 

Prayers.-The following announcement appeared in the joumal ot 
the Houee of Lords for Mondsy. January 17. 1881, .. Prayere-~eed by 
the Lord Ohancellor, no Bishop being present!' 

l'rayers by the Speaker.-Wben Mr. Christopher Wray wae 
elected Spea.ker in 1570, a resolution was passed {{ that the Litany be reael 
every day .. in the last Parliament. and also a prayor he said by Mr. 
Spo.ker (as he should think fittest for the time). the said prayer to be 
begun every morning a.t half-past eight, a.nd every member making 
default to forfeit fourpence to the poorman's box." Mr. Wray signalised. 
himself, on his appointment, by addressing the House for two hours. 

The Speaker of the Commons.-The House of Oommons (esys. 
Sir G. O. Lewis) we .. at first a eet of delegate. summoned by the Orown 
to negoti.te with it concerning the payment of tar... They might take. 
advantage of the position of superiority which they temporarily occupied, 
to remonstrate with tho Orown about certain. grieV&1lC0S upon which theY' 
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w.re g.nerally agreed. In thie state of thinga, it W88 important that they 
ahould have an organ or apokeaman with .offici.nt ability and knowl.dge 
to state their views,· and with sufficient conrnge to contend against the 
-diapleaaure of th. Crown. Since th. revolotion of 1688, and the inereaaed 
pow.r of th. Houee of Commons, th. functions of the Speak.r hav. under. 
-«one & change. His chief function has been no longer to speak on behalf 
cl the House. ThAt which was previously his accessory has become his 
principal duty. He baa been .imply chairman of the Honea, with the 
function of reguloting ite proeaadinga, of putting the qu .. tion, and of 
.maintaining orderj but, as their debates haye become more importa.nt, his 
office of moderator of these debates has acquired additional importa.nee. 

The Deputy Speaker.-A Deputy Speaker of the Houeeof Com· 
mono was firet appointed in 1853, the Chairman of Committ.e on Waye 
and Means being nominated to act in the .opacity. Thi. officer is 
appointed in Committee of Supply on the aaeembling of a new Porliament, 
.8D.d he takes his Beat (as chairman) at the table, in the position occupied 
by the chief clerk of the Honse when the Speak.r is .itting.-In th • 
.... ion of 1884, it happen.d that th. n.wly·elected Speaker (Mr. Arthnr 
Peel) waa taken UDWell, at a time when the Chairman of Committees (Sir 
Arthur Otway) was in a similar predicament. The latter, however, had 
sufficiently recovered to take the SpeaJrer's place when caJled upon. 

Bight of the Speak .... to Vote.-In the course of th. d.bate on 
th. Closure resolution (October 25, 1882), a motion hoving been mad. to 
limit to 1ihe Speaker th. powere CODferred, and to withhold th.m from 1;I>e 
Cha.irma.n of. Oommittees, who was more immediately under party influence, 
Mr. Gladston. aaid that, whil. it was quite trno that a gentleman did 
not, by becoming Cbairmon of Waye and Mean., forf.it his title to eerve 
bis conntry in oth.r waye .. & political officer, it W88 also trno that very 
-distinguish.d m.n, and two of th. meol distinguish.d men .... h .. bad h.ld 
th. high offic. of Sp.ak • .-h. ref.rred to Mr. Grenvill., afterwards Lord 
Grenvill., and to Mr. Addington, afterward. Lord Sidmonth-b.eam. 
m.mbers of the Cabin.t. In the on ..... h. became ·S.cretaty of Stole, 
and in the other case Prime Minister.. . . He was by no means pre. 
pared to allow it to be tacitly aoBUmed tbat th. Chairman of Waye and 
Mean. forf.ited hi. right to vote by Bitting in the choir. Th. Speaker 
did not forf.it hi. right to vote; h. hed heard th. Speak.r .... rt from 
the chair hiB right to vote, if h. thought fit, in reap.ct of his opinions, and 
not merely in respect of the form of the House. when he came to give a 
.... ting vote. H. reooU.cted Mr. Menn ... Sntton, wh.n Speaker, votin!!" 
in committee, and the same thing had been done by .Mr. Denisou and by 
Mr. Shaw Lefevre. Mr. :M8DD.ers Sutton made a speech in bis hearing. 
in which he diBtinCtly .... rted, .. Speaker, his right to vote in oommittee. 

.6. Critioal Casting Vote.-Th. eaating vote of the Speaker baa 
at times exercised an important influence on publio a1f'airs. For instance, 
the reoolutiono which l.d to th. impeochm.nt of Lord M.lville were 
.... rri.d (in April, 1805) only by the eaatinlr vote of Mr. Speaker Abbot. 

• Se. p. 57 .. 
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lIr. :Mark Boyd in his II Reminisc8nee8 'J gives the following particulars:
U Mr. Pitt, the Prime :Minister, was strong on the Bide of Melville, his 
friend and colleague, but the opposing perty wee zealous and powerful. 
The fierce debate ended with an even vo~216 members declared for 
Lord Melville, 216 voted for his guilt. Lord Melvill.'. fate was thus 
placed in th. Speak.r·. hands, to be decid.d by that one vote. Yat it 
was long before the Speaker could give his TOte; agitation overe&me him; 
his £see grew white no a she.t. T.rrible as was the distress to all who 
awaited the decision from the chair, terrible as was the Speaker's distress .. 

-"thilflDOIDent-ofousp.n •• lasled ten long minutes. The", tbe Sp.ake •• at 
in silence; all were silent. At length his voice was heard; he gave his 
Tote, and he condemned Lord Melville. One man, at least, that evening
was overcome. Mr. Pitt was overcome i his friend was ruined. At the 
s:mud of the Spea.ker's Toioe. the Prime :Minister crushed his hat over 
his brow. to hid. tbe tears tbet ponrod over his cheeks; he pnshed in 
haste out of the Hous.. Some of his opponenle, I em ashemed to .oy. 
thrust themselves n .... 'to ... how Billy looked.' His fri.nds gothered 
in defence around, and screened him. from rude glances. During & quarter 
of • century-indeed. almost .ver einoe be bed been • boy-Mr. Pitt 
bed battled it in P.,.li&ment. His experience there was not victory only, 
but often d.f .. t. This d.f .. t, bowever, he esnk unde.; it w .. hi. la.t 
-he di.d .re many montha hod paseed. Th. d .. th of that gMat man w .. 
hastened by Speak •• Abbot'. easting vole." 

Spea.ker Deprecating the Position.-S.rjeant Yelverton, .1> 
his elaction .. Speaker in 1596, made • piteous but inelf .. tnal appeal to 
the Hous. not to thrust thie gMatne.. upon him. He .aid: .. W.ll 
known is it to • gMat nwuber in this plac. DOW .... mbled that my estate 
is nothing correspondent for the ma.intenanee of this dignity; for my 
father. dying, left me a younge. brothe', and nothing to me but my hare 
annuity. Then, growing to man's estate a.nd some small practice of the 
lall'. I took a wif •• by whom I have bed many children, the ke.ping of Us 
all being a great imponriehm.nt to my estate, and the daily living of us 
all nothing but my dsily industry." 

A Proposed Censure on the Spea.ker •• -Sir Fletch •• Norton 
(afterwards Lord Gnntly), who bed filled the offi .. of Attorn.y·G..neral, 
w .. elected to the chair in 1770, end occupied it for tan y..... Soon 
after his election he was exposed to a .motion of censure by Mr. Dowdee
well, ex-Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the gronnd "That the words 
spoken by Mr. Speaker from the chair [in reference to Sir William 
Meredit.h] are disordedy, importing an improper reflection on & member 
of this House, and dangerous to the freedom of this House." A long 
debete ensued, but th. Speaker was auppo.ted by Ministers. and tho 
motion was negatived without a division. 

A Sympathetic Spea.ker.-Writing to the Queen (as it w .. the 
custom for the lead •• of the Honse of Commons to do) on the 13th of 
August, 1860, Lord Palm81'8tou. Raid: fI Members IU'Q leaving town, but. 

• For a. vote of censure aotua.ny paslled, see p. ". 
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the tiresome ones, who have no occupation of their own, and no ehance of 
.seeing their l1&lD.e8 in the newspaper when Parlia.m.ent is np, l'8maiD to 
obstruct and deley by talking. Tho Speake •• who has not been quite well, 
grows 88 impatient as any official who haa hired a grousing moor and 
""""ot get to it. and • few nighte ago. when • tirooome o •• tor got np to 
"Peak jut &0 an end to tho debate·had been expe.ted. the Speaker cried 
• Oh 1 oh!' in .homo with tho root of the Honee.n 

The Spea.ker and PIIriJ' Belationa.-It w .. rem •• ked of the 
Speak •• by the Quartoo:z" Beviet». in 1878 ... So anxiono is he to appear 
abaolutoJy impartial, thot, though ...... sarily chooon from one of the great 
l"'rli" in tho State. we belisvo w. are acoun.te in .. ;ring thot no on. of 
the three moat reeont oceupanta of the .hair has eve. entered the 
political club of his part;r after aceeptiDg his high office. n Mr. Arthur 
P .. I, in 1884, responding at .. provincial goth.riDg to the tout of 
the Honee of Commone, said ho kn.w no politi.. o. part;r. He .... 
no long.r a partisan. and, ao long .. h. had the honour to preside 
-ov .. the councils of the Honea of Commons, his deoire would be to act 
impartially between tho two great partiea which govom this country. 

Spaa.k ..... .Afterwards Prime lIIIinistera.-Four Speakers of 
the Honee of Commons havo afterwards occupied the position of Prsmier. 
Robert Harley. elected Speak .. in 1700 ..... advanced to the _rage ao 
Earl of Oxford. and lilled the leading Minioterial position. Mr. Spenc .. 
Compton, S_ke. of the Honee from 1715 to 1727. and created Earl of 
Wilmington ..... First Lord of theTreaeury in 1742-48. William W;rnd
ham Grsnville. Speaker in 1789 and cr .. ted Lord Grsnvill., took the 
lead in the Ministr;r of .. All the Telente," in 1806-7. Henr;r Addington, 
.sp.ak •• from 1789 to 180:1, and afterwards Lord Sidmouth, w .. Prim. 
Minioter from 1801 to 18040. 

Decorations to the Spaa.ker.-The ouIy inat&n ••• of decorations 
beotowed on the Speaker for aeni ... rendered in the House are th ... of 
Mr. Chari .. Manners Sutton, oreated G.C.B. in 1832; and Mr. HeIllJ' 
Brand, who .... ivod the sam. cJ.istinction in 1881. 

The Jll[ace of the CommolUl.-Th ... is a more intimate rel&tion 
between the Speak .... maoo and our legislative proeeediDgo than moat 
persons ara aware of. Hetse\l "18: .. Whan the mace Ii .. .. pOll the tabl., 
it is a Bouse; when ,,7Jder, it is a Committee. When the mace is otII of 
the House, no business can be done i when from the table and upon the 
Serjeant's ehollide., tho S_1< •• alone managea." Th. mace is held in 
the onotody of the Crown when Parliament is prorogoed, and .. tamed to 
the Speak •• wh.n it m .. ta again. Th. praeant mae. datoe from the time 
of th •. Restoration, and b .... the iDitiele C.R. It.... ..id thot tho 
.. bauble "of the Cromw.llian period had bean discov.red in Kingston, 
J amai .. : but. from inquiri .. made on the eubj.ot by Mr. Speaker Peel 
in 1890, it .... aScertained that two mao .. th ... ozi8ting ..... both of the 
Georgian er&. . 

The Jll[ace Slighted by the Black Bod.-Mr. Arthur Onslo .... 
(afterwerda third Speaker of that nam.) mak .. the following nota in 
Hatse\l rospeeting an incident whioh ooourred in the tim. of his unel •• 
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~ When the Speaker, Sir Rich&rd Onslow, went up with the Honee to 
.Iemand jnetice aga.inst Dr. Sacheveroll (lnO), as the mace was going into 
the House of Lords hefore the Speaker, the Black Rod endeavoured to 
'hinder it by putting his black rod aoross the door; on which the Speaker 
oaid, 'If he did not immediately take away the black rod, he would return 
1;0 the House of Oommone.' The Black Rod desired him to stay a littls, 
and hs would "aCquaint the lords. The door was shut, and Mr. Speaker 
and the House stayed witbout. .Alter a little time the door was opened, 
and Mr. Speaker with the maoe went in. As Mr. Speaker was going to 
the bar, the Black Rod attempted to interpose himself between the Sp&aker 
and the m&ee; upon which the Speaker said aloud, • My lords, if yon do 
not immediately order your Black Rod to go away. I will immediately 
return to the House of Oommons.' Then Lord Oho.neellor Oowper directed 
the Black Rod to go from thence. Then Mr. Speaker, with the maoe, 
went up to the bar. The Black Rod was then ordered to bring the 
prisoner, and w .. going te put him on the right hand of Mr. Speaker, who 
upon that said, • H you don't order the Black Rod to go with the prisoner 
-on the left hand of me, at some distance, I will return to the House of 
OommonB.' Upon which the Lord Ohancellor directed the Black Rod 
so to do, and then Mr. Speaker demanded th&- judgment, and the Lord 
Ohancellor aceordingly prononneed sentence upon the prisoner, kneeling 
at the bar." 

The Intenention of Bla.ck Bod.-In June, 1891, Mr. L.bou· 
.he .... ked the Speaker a question .. to the interroption of the business 
of the House by the entrance of Black Rod. He said thet on a previous 
occasion -that session there was some discU88ion respecting the time when 
m .... g .. should be received from the House of Lords, and it was hoped 
some arrangement would be come to by which these fC invasions" would 
take place at opportune moment... The Speaker replied that immediately 
after the House objected to .... hat the honourable gentleman eaJled" in· 
vasiODB" of the House by an officer of the other House, he communicated. 
with the officers of the House of Lords, aaying that he hoped .ome 
arrangement would be made by which the Honee of Oommons would 
in future be put to the least possible incODvenience aDd interrnption in 
reg&rd to its proceedings. That day, however, owing to the way in which 
the time of the Lord OhaneeUor had beso occupied, a measage from the 
other House ha.d a.rrived a.t a. later heur than was anticipated.. He had 
hoped that Black Rod would have errived before haJf post three o'oIoclr, 
when the consideration of questions was entered upon. He would endea.
TOur, for the convenience of the House, to see whether an a.rraugement of 
that kind could be mad .. 

CaJling the BoU.-Eleynge, clerk to the Parliament in" the ... Iy 
pert of the .eventeenth century, writes: "At this day the knight.. and 
burge .... are eaJled by their names by the clerk of the Orowu in the 
pre.ence of the Lord Steward. Since the fifth year of Queen Elizabeth 
the OommonB take the oath of supremacy, and since the third year of 
King James they take the oath of allegiance aJeo, which the Lord 
Stew&rd administers unto some, and appoints .ertain of them his deputies, 
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to give the same unto the ...t.. The Loxds are not .alled the first clay, 
but have nsed to deliver their writs only to the clerk of the Parliament. 
The ... 000 clay the Loxds are ealled by the clerk of tha Parliament, 
beginning with the lo"eot haron, and eo _ending to the higheet, and the 
pro:Uee and other excnsee (if any) of the abeent Lorela regietered. Here 
I mnet conf ... ono of my own ..... at"'; for being enddenly commanded to 
call the Honee (anno 21 Jac.), and unprovided of .. catalogue of their 
names, I made nee of ono then delivered me by the Earl Marshal, and 
began at the upper end with the Prince, and 80 deeeended. I quickly 
foond my OWD error, but none else perceived it. I proceeded; which I 
obeerve bere leot my sneceesora mistake also by that precedent." 

Taking Opposite Sides.-The modern practice is for th.leed ... of 
the Government and of the Opposition to occupy, reepeetivc1y, the front 
eeats to the right and left of the Speaker, with their 8Upportsre behind 
them; bet in ancisnt tim .. mambore eat indiscriminately in the Honee, 
and the leading antsgoniete sometim.. side "by side. (Towneeud's 
.. Memoin.") .After the preeent neage wae edopted, .. bold member (Mr. 
Rigby), who conetantly supported the Ministry of Lord North, used to 
delight in placing himeelf in the rsnko of the Oppoeition, as if to aseert 
his independence, and there delivered himeelf of his opinions, amid etorms 
of disapprohation from the occupants of the .... ts around him. 

Cha.ngiDg Sides in the Kouse.-In committee on the Ballot Bill 
in Jnly, 1871, .. curious scene occurred. Mr. George Benlinek (member 
for Weat Norfolk, &n.d an II independent Conservative It) made some very 
free remarks on the leaclare of beth parties. Of theleeder of the OppOsi
tion (Mr. Disraeli) ha esid that many years ago the right honourable 
gentleman spoke of the Government of that clay as an .. organised 
hypocrisy," and that enggeeted thet the proper description of tha late 
Government wonld be that it wae a disorganised hypoeris.y.""Being now 
ealled to order by the Chairman for alluding to peat events, he turned to 
the Prime Minister (Mr. Glaclatone), and esid that ha hod complained of 
time being wasted, but no one hod for years clalayed bnsinese by epesebee 
so much as he had done. He hod commented upon the bed habit of 
imputing motives, but he himeelf was guilty of that olfence when he esid 
thet speechos were made solcly for the pnrpoee of creating clalay.-Mr. 
N ewdegate next rose to speak againet the bill, and move an adjournment, 
when the bnlk of the membere on the Ministerial side rose and quitted the 
hone.. This eo"""" it appesred, hod been resolved upon by the membere 
of the Liberal perty at a .ooferen .. the 88me afternoon. A number of 
the Coneervetiv .. then erceeed over, and, amid general laughter, eeveral of 
them';" turn edd .... ed the Honse, denouncing the Ballot, from the ueual 
eeats of their opponents, the support... of the bill. No .one replied to 
their arguments, and a division WBB eventually taken on Mr. N ewdegate'a 
motion, which was rejected by 154 to 63 • 

.. .A.n.othe .. l'la ..... -Th. rale that allnsione to debetee in the other 
Houee are out of order is mainly founded (eaye May) upon the under-

• In modern tim .. the oeth bee b .... admiDiatered b7 the ol.rk ali the w.Je. 
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abmding that th .... debalA>s are not known.and. that the Houee ..... take 
no notice of them. The role has been 110 frequently enforced that moot 
members in both HOlISOO bave learned a derlelOl18 mode of evading it by 
traasp&rent ambigoitiee of speech, and, although there are few orders 
more important than thie for tha oonduet of debate, and for observing 
eourteey between the two Hona .. , none, perhspe, are more generally 
tranagreeeed. (" Law. &0, of Parliament. ")-Tbia aubjeet waa discuBsed 
In the Houee of Oommona on the 9th" of June, 1876, when Earl Percy 
ea1led attention to the practioe of referring in thet Honee to debatee in 
the Houee of Lords. Mr. Disraeli aaid he thought thet of late years there 
had been an ex.... of lioeneo in alluding to proeeedingo in the other 
Bouse. "It is," said he, "8 proceeding which every one feels must be 
full of inconvenience and tmfairnBBB. It is Dot Dl81'81y that we criticise 
the worde of those who are abeant, but that nolortunately we may criticise 
words which were DeTet' spoken." The discUSBion WII8 e10eed by the 
following obean-ationa from the Speaker (Mr. Brand): "It is part of the 
unwritten law of Parliament that no allusion should be made in this Houee 
to the debates in the other House during thecurrent .... ion. There ia no 
.tanding order on the" aubj..t, but the unwritten la.". of Parliament ia of 
equal, if not greater. force than any atanding order. I .. lleet from the 
diseuasion which has now taken place that it is the deeire of this House 
that the law of Parliament in this reepeet should be strietly observed and 
enforeed. (Hear.) As the House ia aware, thie law ia occaaionally evaded 
in a manner which. with every daaire to be strict, I am not al .... ys able to 
correct. At the eame time. it will be my duty on all occaaione, .. far .. I 
can, to enforoe that rol. strictly. I am persuaded that it is of great 
importance to our dehates in thie Hanee, eopecially with regard to our 
relations with the other House. that no allusion should be mad. to debatee 
in the other Honse, and that the unwritten law of Parliament herein 
should he strictly obsened.» " 

AddNssing the Chair,-While it ia tho role in tha Lower House 
to address "the Chair," and not to do 80 is • breach of order, the contral'1 
is tha .... in tho Upper Chamber, whore a speaker ia expected to ma.k. 
his obf-ervatiOIl8 to •• my lords." This 'Was illustrated in 6 disctl88ion in 
the House of Lorde in Juno, 1880. Earl Beanchemp celled attention to 
the report of a BBlect committee on reparting in that H ..... and propOBBd 
certain experimental alterationa in the arrangements of tho hollBO. by 
which bettor facilitiee might he given for an accnrate reproBBntation of 
their lordships' speeches. He said, Doble lorde who had contracted tha 
habit of addreeaiDg the Chair in 'tho House of Commons frequently 
retained it in their lordships' house, and turned away from the gallery 
to tho Lord Chancellor, thereby very much diminiahing the chane .. which 
tha reportsrs hed of hoaring .. curstoly. H tho noble and learned lord's 
position were .haugod to that pert of the house in which the reporters 
were placed, he could not but think that there would be a greater 
nniformity than at preBBnt in the direction of tho Toi ... of speaker., and 
that a babit would grow up of spsaking with the f&eo turoed toward. the 
~ory. inoteed of away from it.-The Duke of Somerset B&id he ..... 

pp 
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much surprised to hear that nobl. lords w.re in tho habit of addroooing 
tho Lord Chancellor. He had never seen them doing 80. As a rule, 
spooch.. 11'..... addrooood to th. oth.r sid. of th. Bouoo. H speech .. 
w.re not fully reported, it might be tbet tho public w.re not much 
interested in what was said in that Bouoo. Ind.ed, it 8Om.tim .. appeared 
ao if .ven th. Gov.rnment did not much care for th. spooch .. d.livered, 
or .v.n tho votes given, in thou lordships' honse. B. could not support 
th. plan for turning tho houoo toPoy·turvy . .,...Th. Duke of Argyll said h. 
agreed with tha nobl. duke that th.re 11'88 no practice among th.u lord. 
ships of addroosiug tho ·Lord Chan.ollor. Th •• vid.uce did not show that 
tho acouoti. prop.rties of the houoo w.re bad, but that spook ... addroosiug. 
themselves to th. Lord ChancoI1or w.re inaudible to th. reporte... Th. 
roaoou tbsir lordships w.re not haord 11'88 b.cauoo_nobl. lords carri.d on 
private converoaticn while bnoin ... W&S going on.-Th. Earl of Red.sdale 
(Chairman of Committees) said th. recommendation of tho committee, to 
remove th. woolsack, would plac. th. Lord Chauoellor in a wrong position 
with regard to th. bnoin ... of th. Bonse.-Th. principal portiODO of tbe 
motion were withdrawn, but a proposal to eonetruct two or throe addi
tionaJ ... te to th. gallery W88 agreed to, and afterwards it was decided to 
give th. reporters temporary accommodation in th. sida gull.rioe of tho 
house. 

Conference between the Two Konses.-Th. following standing 
ord.r of th. Bonse of Lords for tho regulation of conf.reuces with tho 
Commons was drawn up in days when the deference of the CommoDS ~&8 
looked for 88 & matter of course, but it has never been rescinded: n The 
place of our m.eting with tho Lower Bono. upon conference is nouoI1y 
tho Painted Chamber, wh.re th.y ale commonly before we come, and 
expeotour leisure. W. are to com. thith.r in a whol. body, and not .. me 
lords scattering before tho rest, which both tak .. from the gravity of the 
lorda, and besid .. may hinder tho lords from taking thou prop.r places, 
We are to Bit there, and be covered; but they are not at any committee ~ 
"onfel9Dc. either to b. covered or sit down in. our preson .... unl ... it be 
80m. infirm penoD. and that by eonnivance in a coroer out ot sight, to 
sit, but not to be covered.» Lord 1-ansdowu. m.ntioned to tho poet 
Moore that tho cnotom of tha Lords weariug th.ir hate whon in conference 
with the CommOll8, and tha latter taking theiro olf, wao once contooted 
betw.en the Bonoes, and public buain .. s was a good deal obstructed by 
theu diesonoiouo. But Spooker One\ow had tho m.rit of .. tiling the 
matter. Be said, .. the Lord. Bit with thoU bseke to the throne, thoy 
are not BUpposed to _ it, and therefore are not expected to uncover; 
whereas the Oommons, with the throne before their eyea, could DOt in 
d.eaney keep th.u hate on theu heads. This reconciled-th. pride of the 
Lower Bono., and got over the dilIicnlty. Lord J. Rnose\l observed, 
however, that there wae 80me obscurity iu this narrative. for. oonference 
never tak .. place in the Bonoe of Lords, but in the Painted Chamber. 
where there is no throne; although there may formerl1 have bsGD • 
throne th.re • 

. "B.eqnired" 01' .. Desired' "-At a Bitting in March, 1880, 
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G<meral Sir W. Knollys, the gentleman usher of the black roo, enlA!red 
the Bouse of Commons and snmmoned the Speaker and the Bouse to the 
Bouse of Peers, to hear the royal .... nt given by commission to certain 
bills. On the Speaker's return, Sir G. BoW)'er rose to a point of order. 
Be called the otlA!ntion of the Spooker to the I&nguage just used by the 
gentleman usher, wliich he considered unusual, and which he thought they 
ought to prevent beiDg made a precedent of. The message as delivered 
was that the Lords CommiBBioners Urequired" the presence of tha.t House 
to the Bouse of Lords to hear the royo1 aseent given by commission to 
oertoin bills. Be appealed to the right honourable gentleman wbether the 
word should not have been n desired," and not u required."-The Speaker 
.said that the customary word on such occasions was cert.ainly fI desired,'J 
but he apprehended .thst the word 0; reqnired" was only another form of 
the word "desired." He was not aware that it was &D. improperexpre.ssion. 
~.After a few words from Sir G. BoW)'er iD reply, the subject dropped. 

Etiquette CODCerning Crown lIIIeaBa.ges.-In October,l884, Mr. 
Childe .. (Chancellor of the Exchequer) requeslA!d permissIon to ask the 
Speaker a question on a point of order. If When (he said) you commenced, 
on Thnrodsy lost, to read her Majesty's grseious Speech. I happened 
to be BittiDg with my hat 011, end I did not remove it, but remsined 
<lOvered. The suggeetion has been made that I did not act iD thot respect 
iD accordance with the ru!&s of the Bonse. But siDce I have been iD 
l' .. liament I have o1ways understood that the rule was thot when a 
messenger appears at the bar end stslA!a that he h"'! a m .... ge from her 
Majesty. signed by herself, he is desired to bring it up; and when thot 
meoeoge is delivered to you, end read by you from the choir, all members 
are uncovered, and thot the fact appears on the vou.. iD the jonrnols of 
the Honse.· Tho&e, I believe, are the only occasions on which members 
are expeclA!d to be uncovered." Be asked whether he had been right iD 
his belief, and if not. expressed his re&diD ... to apologise.-The Speaker 
in reply said, the right hononrsble gentleman had correctly drawn the 
distillction between meoeoges direct from the Crown nuder the sign 
manual and read from the chair, and messages rea.d under the circum~ 
stsnees Mr. Childers had mentioned. .. With reference to the Speech 
from the throne, what is read by the Speaker from this choir is only tho 
eopy of & spesch read iD another pleee before both Bons .. of Parliament. 
It is therefore not regarded .. directly emanstiDg from the Sovereign, 
and neither by the ru!&s nor custom of the Bouse is it obligatory upon any 
honourable member to rema.in uncovered." 

The .. Bight to be Keard."-It is rsporlA!d of Sir Spencer 
Compton that, when he was Speaker, he used to llrDSwer to & membot· 
who called upon him to make the Bonse quiet, for thot he had a right to 
be hea.rd: U No, sir; you have., right to speak, but the House have & 
right to judge whether they will hear yoo." In this (ooys Hotsoll) the 
Speaker certainly erred; the member has a right to speak, ond it is the 
Speaker'. duty for thot purpoae to endoovonr to keep them quiet.. 

, . -See p. 17, II Hemming .. Member DoWD.." 
pp2 
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MotiOD that .. Member "be :Not Ke .... d."-This .... made by 
the Prime Minist.r (Mr. Gladstone) on the 14th of Jone,l880; far the 
first time, according to an observation of the Speaker, for 200 yean. 
The following were the circumstances; Mr. O'Donnell asked a question 
of the Governm.nt respecting the anteeea.nte of the n.wly appointed 
ambassador from France to Great Britain eM, OhallemeI Lacour). and .. 
having received 8 reply from the Under-Secretary of State, was proceed
ing to comment npoD it, when he was checked by the Speaker. but 
resumed his comments by a notice of motion. At tlrls point Mr. Glad. 
stone said he rose to 'order. He beli9l"ed he was correct in saying that 
he W88 entitled to raise the question of order on the continuance of the
honourable member's speeCh. He felt it his duty to give the House an 
opportnnity of expressing its opinion on the subj.ct by moving that 
Mr. O'Donnell be not hea.rd.-The motion caused some excitement and 
diBOUBBion, and the leader of the Opposition (Sir Stslfard Northcote) put 
a question to the Speak.r as to the practic. of the Honee in such a ..... 
In reply, the Speaker said: .. It appeare to me that I should not he doing 
my duty to the Hoo .. if I did not point out the special impropriety of 
proceeding with a motion for adjournment after an answer given by &. 

Miuist.er of the Crown, and under the cover of that motion to make 
charg.s agaiost a foreign ambasaadar. Upon my making oheenatiollS 
of thia .h .... ct.r as regards the .ondu.t of the hononrabl. member for 
Dungervan, the right honourable gentleman the First Minister of the 
Crowu rose to a point of ord.r, and moved that Mr. O'Donn.n be not 
heard. Now, I am bonnd to say that a motiou of that kind has not been 
mad. in thia Hous. for 200 yeara. At the sam. tim., I doubt wh.ther 
Bnob a procseding a. that which took plac. h.fore the motion'was made 
to.night has occurred far a similar period."-Th.· .djournment of tbe 
debate was DOW' proposed as an amendment to ~r. ·Gladstone's motion, 
and, having been negatived on & dirlsioD. was moved t\g'ain and again. 
members on both sides urging that Mr. Gladstone's motion, if carried, 
would form a dangerous preced.nt. aud put the rights of the minority .t 
the mercy of any leader of the Honse who might command a majority 
for the tim. b.ing. Eventually, Mr. O'Donn.ll BAid he would he content 
to give notice of • motion on a future day i and .Mr. Gladstone's motion 
as wellaa the amendment was then withdrawn.-In the following session .. 
two of the Irish m.mbers int.rrupted an important .peech of Mr. 
Gladstone's by motions that he be DO longer heaM; bub the proceeding 
led to their own snspension. (See under .. V matios. n) 

Beading Bpeeches iD the Kouse,-The following .ntryoccora 
in the .. Diary of Lord CoIch.ster" (Mr. Speaker Abbot): .. May 14-
-1806. Mr. Jeffery having read 80 long writteltt speech_ without inter~ 
rnption, I mentioned it to Mr. Fos, towards the end of it, and also to 
Mr. Canning. that i should take notice of this impropri.ty, which they 
aeverally agreed to be highly propor to do; and. accordingly, before 
putting tile question, I called the at,t.ention of the House to it, and stated 
this to be & pl'ftcti("o eontrftry to the receh'ed and established usage of 
debate. and necessary to be remarked upon. lest it shQuld grow into a pre-
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... dent. To which int.rpoeition the H01l8e .ntirely .... nled. At the cIoee 
d the debate, Mr. J.ff.ry again reading &rgUDlents in reply, I w .. e&IIed 
npon to interfere; and it ••• med to be agreed thet this w .. not to he done 
at all, exc.pt .0 far .. resorting to notoe or ligures. I had in my mind the 
reprobation of this very practice of !'e8.ding written argnments, 18 men
tioned in voL ii. of Grey's f Debates.'" 

Beading from Newspapers.-A question _ in 1840 on this 
aubj.ct, wh.n the Spea.ker (Mr. Shaw Lefe .. e) .aid: "I underetand the 
nUe of the House to b. that, unIeaa a memb.r gets up in his plae. to com
plain uf a breach of privilege, h. i. not .ntitled to read a new.paper. It 
"'ppesre to m. that the honourabl. memb.r for BeIl .. t (Mr. E. Tenn.nt) 
-cannot be in order when he reads to the House, as he proposes to do, the 
extract in question!'-Sir Robert Peel said he bad never heard that the 
resding of extracts was contrary to ord.r.-Lord J. Russell quoted a pre
cedent in favour of the extract being read.-Mr. E. Tennent proceeded to 
read the extro.et referred to. (Mr. Bourke, in his work on II Parliamentary 
Precedents, being decisions of the Right Hon. O. S. Lefevre," remarks 
bere: U It had been the practice for members. when they desired to read 
extracts from newspapers, to have them pasted on foolscap pa.per, that it 
might appear to the House that they were reading from a manuscript. 
This was the first time that newspapers or slips of newspapers were 
allowed to he read in the Hous. without anydieguise.")-In 1856 Sir John 
·Shelley was about to read an extract from a newspaper, when he was called 
to order by the House; and Sir Frederic Thesiger appealed to the same 
'Spea.ker on the eubjeet, complaining that the honolirabl. baronet had liret 
sa.id that he would re&d. from a newsp&per, and on being checked by the 
House had called it & document, and proceeded to read the same thing.
Mr. Speaker: '"' The honourable and learned gentleman is correct 88 to 
what used to be the rule of the House j but a few years ago, when I 
-decided that it was out of order to read an extract in the manner in which 
i:.he honourable member proposes to read one now, my decision was over
ruled by the House!'-It has. however, been ruled to be out of order to 
-quote from a newspaper the speech of another .member in the same 
".ssion. (P. 410.) 

Consequences 0' Naming a lIIrember.-A etory (says Hotoell) 
used to b. told of Mr. Speaker Onslow, whi.h those who ridiculed his 
strict observance of forms were fond. of repeating: that he often, upon a 
member's Dot attending to him, but persisting in any disorder, threatened 
to D.&tne him: "Sir, sir, I must D&Dle you." On being asked what would 
be the consequence of putting that threa.t into execution, and naming a 
memb~r, he answered, U The Lord in heaven knows! "-Mr. Speaker 
Abbot, however, had a clearer view on the m&t.~er. A member entering 
the house after dinner, in too merry a mood, made a disparaging remark 
1'eSpecting its cha.irman, and, Bome say, caJJ.ed upon him for a. song. He 
was thereupon "named," and handed over to the Serjeant.a.t-A.rms. The 
"Speaker Dext day gave him a. solemn rebuke for his levity, and it is to be 
preeumed h. had to pay the Serjeant the •• stomary fees on hi. reI ..... 
'The penalq- incurred by llnaming" in fact rests upon a rule of the House 
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recorded in ils Journal. Jan. 23. 1693. as follow., "That if Mr. Speaker 
do call upon a member by name, such person shall thereby incur the dis
pleasure and censure 01 the Hons8.u U ndar & rule passed in February,. 
1880, the displensure of the Honse on such occasions is shoWD. by the au. 
pension of the member for the remainder of the sitting, or longer, if the 
oftence he repeated. 

!ot1'. l'ea:rgua O'Conno .. Namect.-Mr. Feargua O'Connor gav .. 
occasion for a I.tar Speaker (Mr. Shaw Lefe.,..) to threatsn aimiIal' 
action to that of Speaker Abbot. Sir Benjamin Hallcompleined that h. 
had received a blow on the side from Mr. O'OoDIlor, whereupon the 
Speaker th .. addressed the Ho ... , .. I am aorry to .ay that tho honour. 
able memb.r for Nottingham h&& ao habitnally violated the rules of the 
Ho .... that if he further persisls in this course I sb&ll feel it my painful' 
duty to call tho attention of the House to the honourable member by name. 
a.nd it will then b. for tho Ho ... to take suoh ulterior steps as may 
prevent the repetition of such conduct."-Mr. O'Oonnor immediately 
rose, and a.ddressed the Speaker in a most excited and insolent manner.
Mr. Speaker: II I mnst now call on the honourable member by name. It:r~ 
O'Connor, you are now called upon to apologise to the House; and if you 
have any apology to offer to the House, now is your time to do so."-Ml'. 
O'CODDor: "I beg the pardon of the honourable geutlenum. and now 1 
apologise to the House. I beg pardon."-Mr. O'Connor at this tim. was 
.onside .. d partially insa.n.. (S .. p. 501.) 

Contl1l1'8 on a !otemb .... -In Jun •• 1882. tho following psss&gI! 
occurred. Baron Henry de Worme put a question to the Prime Minister 
l6spectiDg the harbour of Assab Bay, and a projected convention between 
th.· Italian and tho Egyptia.n Governmenls. Sir Charles Dilke (Under 
Secretary for Foreign A.ffairs) replied; "The honourable member has .. 
without & moment's notice, asked the Prime Minister & long question. I 
must 88y that anything more remarkable I run'e never seen: in the whole 
course of my experience." (Cries of u Order.")-Ba.ron H. d~ Worms. 
contended he WAIt in order in putting the question.-8ir C. Dilke aaid:
U Th& honourable member has given no reason whatever for not having 
placed the question upon the paper. He has not given even the shadow
of 8. reason."-Baron H. de Worms: II I must appeal to you, Mr. Speaker, 
whether it is in order for the honourable baronet to make any such atate-
ment."-Th. Spsaker: "If I w.d.rstsnd oorrectly. the honourable baronet 
desires that tho que.tion should be put on the paper. If that is ao. he is 
within his right."-Baron H. de Worms: If I was alluding, not to the. 
quostiun not being put on the psper. but to the oousuro which the honour
able 'baronet passed on me."~ir O. Dilke: .. I must not only maiutain 
that oousuro, but I must ineroas. it." (Cries of .. Order." .... d laughter.} 
-Tho Spsaker, .. I am bound to ""y that I did not interfe .. with the 
honourabl. member for Greenwich. because I did not ooosider him out of 
order. -In so far as the question was Dot upon the paper, the honourable 
baronet is quite within his right in de_ding noti ..... -Lurd J. Ma.nners: 

" II What my honoura.ble friend the member for Greenwich des.iree to call 
your attsntion to. is not that tho honourable baronet. a.nd very properly. 
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declines to answer a question not on tho paper, but to the terms of ceneure 
he usecL"~ir C. Dilke: "I said, Sir, I had. never known anything more 
Oxtramdinery than the course tak.n b,. the- honourable member with 
regard to this question; aod then I wao going on to say, when inter
rupted, that I not only maintained tho consure I gave first in giving 
my &118Wer, but "-- (Cries of "Order," and "Withdraw."}-The 
Speaker: "I am bound to say that if an:r honourable m.mb.r in putting a 
question, ao tho honourable member for Greenwich did, entirel,. in his 
own right, is subject to censure, that censare must come from the Chair." 
(Ch ..... ) 

QIlestions in the House of CommoDS.-A writer in tho 
Edinb ... gh lleoietD (Jan. 1890) ';"y., "Tho dailyiesue of the orders of tho 
cia,. (for the House of CommODe) in something like the prssent form wae 
inaugurated in 1841. In 1846, after tho noti.e paper had been printed 
and circulated six years, the number of questions asked with notice during 
tho whole _on had only crept up to 69. In 1847 the numher was 89. 
Bnt in 1849, tho year in which they were placed first on the paper, the,. 
more than donbled, and were about 200. Between 1850 and 1860 the,. 
increased steadily. and in the latter yeer some 600 were printed. By 
1870 they exceeded 1000, and in 1888 were about 5000. . • On March 
21, 1889, there were 8S printed questions, 01' about as many as in the whole 
_on of 184Z. But theao included 232 s.parate interrogatorie .. which 
were supplemented by 95 others. making a total of 327 in a single evening 
before the House could proceed to legislative business!' 

lIames in QIlestioDS.-In July, 1880, a memb.r had pnt upon the 
notice paper of the House of Commons a question respecting some con .. 
victione b,."FIintshire magistrates for poaching in Haward .. Park ... the 
property of the Right Honourable W. E. Gladaton .... and on rising to ask 
the question he wished to know by whoee authority the words wit,bin 
quotation marks had be .. omitted from the printed list. Tho Speoker 
thereupon aaid: "Th. alteration referred to boa be.n made by the clerk 
at tho table under m,. gonernI authority. According to tho uniform 
practice of tho Honee,,..boo the names of persons are introdnoad in a 
qnestion, they will not appear in the pap.r unless the,. ... neeeasar;y 
in order to make the question plain. That was the ease in the preseut 
instanee. The introduction of the name was not necessary to make the 
question plain, its insertion was regarded as invidious, and therefore it 
WM omitted." . 

A Squinting Speaker.-Lord Campbell ":ro, the uofortunate 
obliquity of Sir J om Trevor's vision is perceptible in the portraits and 
prints we have of him. While in the chair, as Speaker, two members in 
diJfenmt parts of the Honee were oft~n eqnaJq confideut of having 
"caught his eye." . 

A Qu&rrel with the Spea.ker.-Horace Walpole. in .. Short 
Notes on my Lif.... prefixcd to the edition of his Lotte .. edited by 
Cunningham, relate. thot on the disCUBSion of a measure in the House of 
Commons in 1747. to tronefer the assizes from Aylesbur;y to Buckingham, 
he had a remarkable quarrel with the Speaker, Mr. Onelow. .. The bill," 
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he 8&Ys, u .... returned from the Lords with amendment&. The friBllds 
of the Chief Justice resolved to oppose it again. Mr. Pottor d .. irecI me 
to .... nd him. He rose, but entering on the merite of the bill, Mr. T. 
Townshend and my uncle, Horace Walpole (to prevent m.), insisted that 
nothing could be epoken to but the amendmente. The Spaaker anpporting 
this, I .aid, 'I had intend.d to .... nd Mr. Potter. but ehould anbmit to 
hi. oracula~ decision, though I would not to the complaisant peeviehn08& 
of anyhody .leo.' Th. Speaker was in a great rage, and complained to 
the Honas. I said, • I begged hia pardon, but had not thought thet sub
mitting to him was the way to offend him.' JJ 

Old Wom ..... -Th. debates on t,he Swiss Regiment Bill oeeupied 
the Houes of Commons in the month of February, 1756. U Old Horace 
Walpole (writ •• hia nephew) ~iuated this tedious aft'airwith thelo"aat 
btdl'oonery, telling, long story of an old IIl&D and hia wife; thet the huo
band said to her, • Goody Barrington, for that was her nam&-I must not 
fal.ify my &tory; if it had been Onslow I must beve said it,' continued 
he, addressing himeolf to the Speaker; who replied very properly, • Sir, 
ODe old woman may make 88 :free as she pleases with another.' JJ 

ID81Ilting' the Chairman of Commi_s.-In on. of the old 
Parliamentary collection&-u Memorials &0. by R. S. E." (Eloyuge), 
1670-we find: "18th May, 12 Jacobi, Upon report of the amendmente 
to the bill for the due observation of the Sabbath day. complaint was 
made that some indignity "'88 offered to Sir R. Owen, when he was in the 
chair at the committee. by Sir W. H., that told him he wae partial; and 
by Sir R. K., who took him by the hand, and told him he would pull biIil 
out of the ehair, thet h. ohould put no more trick. upon the Houee. Sir 
W. a, being present, made an acknowledgment of his enor, which upon 
the qne.tion was taken for a good 8&ti.f.ction. Sir R. K. woe mdered by 
the House to aeknowledge his error at the bar."-In 1882, a member was 
suspended for fourteen days for denouncing certain canduot on the part 
of the Chairman as Cf an infamy." (See under" SnspensiOl:k") 

Short Sittings ... d Good Debates.-In 1848.,& select committee 
of the House of Commons was appointed to cOD8ider the best m~8D8 of. 
promoting the de.patoh of publio buoin.... Among tb. persons ealled to 
gin .vidence were M. Guieot, upon the usage. ef the FreDeh{)hambers, 
and .. Mr. Curti., upon th ... of the UnitedSl&teo Congreoe. Th.Speak.r 
of tho Houes (Mr. Shaw Lefevre) wao al .. examined. and in tho eoureo of 
hi •• vidence thus allud.d to the ohort .ittings of Wedneoru.y. "beD it is 
th" rul. of the Honse to rioe at .ix o'clock: .. I han frequently observed 
that d.bot.. on Wedneodays, when the.. happens to be an important 
qnestioJl under discussion, are remarkably... good. Some at the best 
deb.t .. I have ever heard in the Hon.e I .. "" takon plao .... Wedneeday'o 
sittings, when every member was obliged to speak very shortly. to enable 
the Honse to come to & decision upon the question." The committee 
came to no eoncl1l8ion of importllnoe in their report. 

Speake ... • Lists .... d .. Smouldering Emotio1lB.'·-In February, 
1872. Mr. G. Bontinck called attention, u & matter of privilcg8w to a 
.tatement whieh had beun made in on. of tho puWio journol .. to tho e1!eot 
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that the Speaker of the Ho ..... OIl t,he o,,,,asion of important discussione, 
'W'88 ·furnished by the whip OIl each side with a list of membe1'8 who were 
desirous of taking part in the dehate; and that th ... lists we .. 1UIOd in 
ouch a way as to deprive independent members of a hearing. Mr. Brand, 
who had recently been elected Speaker, said he had never seen such a listj 
but Mr. Glyn and Mr. Noel, the Government and OppositiOll whipe, 
admitted that they bad beon in the habit of supplying Mr. Speaker 
Denison with such lists for his 888istance, but denied that there was any 
intsntion thet they should be used" to gag" independent membe... The 
feeling of. the House. however, 'Wu evidently against the practice. and it 
was understood that it should be discontinued. Mr. Di .. aeli said, amid 
much laughter, that he had always been anxious to develope the oratorieal 
powers of young membe .. of his party, and he bad thought it good tactic. 
to give members below the gangway an opportunity of speaking, because 
he had felt tha.t there were smouldering emotions which would be relieved 
by the expre .. ion of opiuion, and that after ouch • pro .... they would get 
OIl in debate with better temper than was sometimes the case. 

Securing Sea.ts in the HOUlle.-The accommoda.tion for members 
in the House of Commons built by Sir CharI .. Barry has proved from 
the first singularly inadequate. For some reason it was considered tha.t 
aitting room for three-fourths of the members would snlIice, but thio was 
not nearly attained by the a.rra.ngement for the Gammons in the ~. New 
Houses." It is considered that in the present Honse of Commons 
not more than 800 membe .. can obtain places in which they may 
-conveniently Bee, bear, and speak; and hence a~resort to undignified 
practices for the .ecuring of .eats. In January, 1880, Mr. Mitchell 
Henry (who W&8 compelled to addreas th ... Speaker from the gallery) 
asked if that functionary would be good enough to give an instruction to 
the House upon a matter of BOme importance, viz., as to members keeping 
their __ whether the rule as to putting a hat on the •• at, in order. to 
retain it, did not mean the member's real working hat, and not a colourable 
sub.titl\te (laughter), or whether a member might deposit one hat on the 
seat, and walk away doing his business with another bat. Also, whether 
it was not aga.inst the role of the House for a member to endeavour to 
keep a seat by putting on. it a piece of paper or a card instead of a bat.
The Speaker .. id, .. The usual practice of the House has been that a 
member may retain & seat bypla.cing .bis hat npon the seat before prayers. 
That practice has prevailed now for a considerable number of years. The 
idea. has always been that in so doing 1m honourable member was in 
immediat-e attendance upon the House, or in a committee. With regani to 
reta.ini.Dg a seat with papers or gloves, that has never been a.llowed for the 
night. No member CaD. retain a seat for the night by placing papel'B" er 
gloves before prayers." I 

Payment of Members.-The last formal payment of wages to a 
member occurred in 1681, when Thomas King, who had been member for 
Harwich, obtained from. the Lord Ch&ncellor a writ de ell:pensis bergen.ium 
lePandi, after notice to the corporation of Ha.rwich. Lord OI\Jllpbell, in 
hie life of Lord Chancellor Nottingham, cites this case, and oxpr ..... an 
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opiDion that tha writ might .till be claimed. without & n.w enactment to 
revive the former usage. In 1870, however, Mr. Peter .Taylor moved in 
tha Honse of Commune for leave to introduce a bill .. to restore the 
8IlOient constitutional practice of payment of members," and the motioD 
was rejected by 211 to 24. A similar motion, b,. Mr. F .. wick, was lost 
in tho ... sion of 1888 by 192 to 135.-1t must be relllllrk.d that Mr. 
Thomas Burt. returned for Morpoth by a working m .. •• conetito .. c,. 
in 18740 and 1880. and himsolf formorl,. a coal·minor. wss boli.ved to 
reeoh" a salarJ from his constitoonts for his parliam.ntsr,. BOrn.... Tho 
same was the case with Mr. Henry BroadhurBt, a journeyman stonemason, 
who was oI.ct..t for Stoko-an-Trent in 1880_ The mombors for Woxford 
received sums of mODey from their constituents in 1885. 

VDSWOrIl Members SerriDg on Committee.-Tho eonsti· 
tntions! doctrino enforced b,. Sir J OBBph J oqll'. ease in 1715. that a 
member is capablo of sitting an a commiltse although ho has not been 
sworn at the clerk's table, received confirmation in Baron Lionel de 
RothochUd'. ease. On tho 11th of Ma,.. 1858, the HOnse called Baron dO' 
Rothschild, who bed eontin!lOd to be one of the mambors for the City of 
London for 01...... ,.oars withont taking tho oaths. to the oommittso 
appointed to draw up reaso:us. to be ojfered iIo the Lords at a conference, 
for disagreoiog to tho Lords' Am.ndmoots on the Oaths Bill, iotsnded to 
remove J.wish disabilities; and on the 18th ho was appoioted to bo one of 
the manag.rs of the conforonoo. A oompromiBO was oventuall,. arranged. 
under which sithor Honse was at liborty to moclilY tho form of oath, &Ild 
Baron do Rothschildformall,. took his ... t on tho 26th of Jul,.following.-

:Referees Voting on Private Billa.-In FobMl&l')'. 1876. Mr. 
Anderson (momber for G1eagow) called tho a_tion of the Hanee to tho 
position of certain of its oflioors styled reforsos, who it appeared .. ere 
goollomon poBOessing speoia1 knowledge on particular BUbjects. called io 
to aasiot tho deliborstiono of select eommiltsas of the HoUBO on private 
bills relating to roilwa,... gas. water. "'c. It appasrod thot the practico 
bed grown up of allowing th ... gootlomen not only to sid such com· 
mittso. h,. th.ir esporience and edvice. hot alao to share in the TOtiog 
b,. .. hi.h tho mambors of a oommittes d.termiood thsir report.· While 
thus th.,. took part in what virtnall,. wna I.gislation. th.Y'wore not 
responsible either to an,. constituenc,. or to tho Ho.... In tho diaoUB8ion 
which 8I18Il8d, some mambors exprosBOd tho opiDion that tho .,..tom worked 
well. and othors thought that it was claarl,. nnoonstitutionsl. Mr. Gotham .. 
Bard,. (tho Homo Secreta..,.) asid ho bed heard with somo anrpriao. about 
a yaar before, that tho roforoes did vote, and it wao abeclutel,. nee.......,. 
that the. question now rsiaod should be .. tiled. Evontna1l,. the Honse 
agreed to Mr Anderson'. motion for a committee to ioqnira ioto and 
report upon tho snbjoot; and. tho oommittes haviog reportsd. it .... 
ordered (March 27. 1876): .. That it be an iostroction to committses 011 

private bills that reforees, appoioted to snoh committe ... ma,. take psrt
in all tho proceedioga thereof. but without the power of TOtiog." 

• Se. II Remon! of lewish Dillabiliti8l." p. 60. 



PABLIAMENTABr USAGES, ETC. 587 

fte Opening Soene.-The disorderly seene that ensu .. npon th .. 
summons of the House of Commons to attend in the Lords' chamber to 
hear the Royal speech on tho openmg of Parliament, has frequently 
been subject of comment. It was well described in an article in HOUle .. 
/wid W.,.d8 in March. 1851 , .. The Speaker of the Hona. of Commone 
enewere the oummone of his liege lady tho Qneen, .. if he were a school
master with a mob of unma.nnerly boys at his heels; and is propelled to. 
the bar of the Houae with tho frantic fear of being knocked down and 
trampled upon by the rush of M.P.'.. A trausieut cloud p ..... over tho 
royal counteuance, but is rapidly .ncceeded by a prolonged emile a.t the 
ludicrone elforio of • couple of hundred of eager Commone to .qn ..... 
themselves into a space only ampld' enough for a hundred. The account-. 
of a sufferer in the scramble is amusing: I I happened" said :Mr. Joseph 
HUlDa, in his place in Pa.rliament on the following evening, 'to be· the 
twenty-fifth from the Speaker; but both sid.. of the bar were so filled, 
that I neither saw the Queen nor hea.rd her voice. I was knocked against 
a comer; my head was knocked against a P08~J and I might have bem 
mueh injured if a stout member, to whom I am much obliged, had not 
come to myassistauce. (Hear, hear, and laughtor.) It was no laughing 
matter" Mr. Hume recollected. moreover, that on 8 simil&r occasion the 
coat of a memhor of the Houae, who no" (1851) fills a high office abroad. 
had been torn, and that his shoulder "as disloestod." 

A Cit:y l'rivilege.-At the lint meeting of a ne" Parliament, th .. 
members for the City of London, in court dress or uniform, take seats on 
tile Treasury bench, which are aftorwards vaeetod for the Ministors of the 
day. The privilege is accorded to them in commemoration of the part, 
t&ken by the City in 1642, in defence of the privileges of Parliament. and 
the protection given to the tive memhors who took refuge in tho City 
"hen their arrest had been attemptod by King Cbarl... The nsage has 
hoen duly observed at the meetings of recent Parliaments. 

Introduction of lII'_ lIIEembera_-An unnsual incident arose on 
the 18th of February, 1875. Dr. Kenealy, who had juat been returned for
Stoke-upon-Trent, presentod himself, unattondod, at the table of the 
Honse to be sworn, and honded to the clerk a copy of tha writ and return. 
for tha e1eetion. The Spesker informed him that it was the prsctice for 
a no .. representstive to be introdu.ed by two othsr members of the' 
HOUBe; to which Dr. Kenealy replied that he .. as aware of the preen.e. 
but not cognisant of any law or rule depriving the Honse of the right to 
administe~ the oath under such circumstances as his own. He was 
proceeding to argus the mattsr, when the Speaker called him to order, 
remarking that he was not at present qua1ilied to address the Honse, and 
the Speaker went CD to 88Y' • 1 muat point out to the Houae that this. 
practice datos from the year 1668. 'On tha 23rd of February, 1668 '-I 
am quoting to the House from the jolll'Jla1s-' tha Honee being informed 
that it is the ancient form and custom tha.t a DeW member coming to the 
Houae is intr04uced to the table between two members, ... h making his 
obei8&llC8. in order that he may be the better known to the H01lS8-it W88 

ruled that snch order should be for the fut .... obeerved.' Thot erder _ 
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eustom has been observed b,. tho Ho1lS8 from thot M,. to this. 'J.'ho 
H01IS8 will ob •• rv. tbot this ruI. bas been made h •• a .... it appears to 
identif,. the m.mb.r. It is m,. duty to ... thot tho rasolutioUB of this 
House are carried out; but should the House see fit upon this occasion to 
dispense with the ordinary resolutions-" (Cries of "No, no!'}-Dr. 
Kensaly: Am I to understand thot tho Hou •• will not hoar m. upon this 
mett"r P-Th. Sp.aker: I must point out t1mt wben 811y action is tak.n 
by this Honse with regard to any member, it is in accordance with the 
-ordinary praeti •• for thot m.mb.r to witbdraw.-Dr. K.nealy bow.d, 811d 
withdrew; after which Mr. Disraeli sa.id. as tbe identity of tho member 
,..ao not on this oceasion in question (Iaught.r). h. thought the ordinar;y 
ruI. should not b. carri.d out, 811d he moved thot it b. dispensed with.~ 
]t was und.rstood thot Dr. Kenealy had not been abl. to obtain two 
m.mb.rs to introduc. him; but Mr. Bright, "'ldrossing tho House for tho 
Iirst tim. for man,. .... ions. observed thot. although h. had no acquaint
anc. with tho honourabl. gentl.mB1l. ,..t, out of deference to tho will 
and return of & large constituency, he WAS willing to accompany Dr. 
Keneal,. to tho tobl.. if h. would .... pt hi. companionahip. Som. 
discussion followed, many members not being disposed to dispense with 
-the t'Ule; but, 8B it appeared Dr. Kenealy had not been acting contuma
ciously, Mr. Disraeli'a motion was agreed to. Dr. Kenealy was then 
call.d in. advanc.d unaccompani.d to tho tobl •• and took ti,. oath in tho 
1l8ou1 w&,. • 

.. Bo;ycottiDg" .. Member.-In tho dehat. on tho Irish Prolootion 
lIill. in F.b....,.,.. 1881. Mr. Cowen, m.mb.r for N.w ... tl., opposing the 
measure, made some l'emarks respecting the system of U Boycotting" in 
Ireland. in tho cours. of whiob h. thus referred to Dr, K.nealy: .. In 
ordinar;y circumstaucea tb. moot generous .... mbl,. in th. world was the 
British Parliam.nt. and ,..t the,. had rae.ntl,. Bo,.cotted A man. In tho 
last Parliam.ut an bonourabl. memb.r &&t behind tho front Opposition 
benob who was & poet, & scholar. 811d a Iawy.r.· Th.t gentleman .. t for 
five years in the House. He was in the Honse, but not of it. He was 
.. if.ctuall,. 811d compI.teI,. Bo,.cotted. H. h .. l committed himsclf to an 
agitation in whicb h. bad heen foolish. H. h.d sa.id and don. thingo 
which w.re groBBl,. oifOllBivo to honourabl. memb.rs of thot House, 811d 

-. ~ th.,. r.beU.d ageinst.- And ",heD he •• m. th.ro h. was 
~ lhut out from cont...t with alDl.st .v.rybod,.. The forlorn 
",... ~. unfortunate man led him (Mr. Co",.n) often to speak 
11- _, .~ a }tad he been more impresse(l than when au incident 
.;.,)ro •. thoth. dissolution. T.re honourabl. m.mher cam. from 
~ L~on'e88 to 1DO:toaa." re801utiop.;· I. No sooner did his turn 
app AJrumost .v.ry_ber left, H. did not go on with his 

...... l.U • (111", Cowonl Ill\lt him in tho passage. 811d .. " tho 
" , I 

• wniatio feeling agaiDSt Dr. KenealTuo88 in great meaanre from 
ld, beha 7l.e 4b~de the judgoa, when 0000881 for "the Claim.nt·· in the 

celebtq 'I",oQr toe cue j and alao from the wraatel' of hia writiDp ID • 
.belta-p,a ted ~io.hb \ E'ngU.h-mOD. --\ . 
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position in which he ......-beeton, broken, b&nkrnpt. • I did not think,' 
8aid Dr. Kenealy, • but that I could he .... eteod against the combined 
feeling of the Honse of Commons. Now I fe.l that I cannot.' He 
staggered into a cab, and he (Mr. Cowen) f.lt thet the hand of death 
waa upon him. He (Mr. Cowen) would not 8&Y, h. did not think. thet 
the Honae'o treetment of that man l.d to this result; but h. would .. y 
this, thet the attitude of the Honse of Commons towards the unfortunato 
individnal was not much dilferent from the attitude adopted towards oome 
of thelandlordo and agents of Ireland.» (Cri .. of "Oh, 00.") 

Oath or A1IirmatiOD 7-'-At the general election in April, 1880, 
Mr. Cheri .. Bradlaugh was returned as ODe of the membo .. for N orth
amptoD, and, on presentiug hilllS<llf at the table of the Honse, claimed to 
be allowed to affirm instead of taking an oath. Being aeked the grounda 
of his claim, he referred to the Evidence Amendments Acta, 1869' and 
1810, and daclered thet he came within the pl'OviBione of those Acto, 
inasmuch as U he had repeatedly for nine years past ma.d6 affirmation in 
the highest conrt8 of jurisdiction in the ree1m, and waa new ready to 
make ouch decleration or allirmaticn." The Spooker referred the matter 
to the judgment of the Honse. A eaIect committee was appointsd t() 
report whether pe .. ono entitled, under the Acto specified, tu make & 

solemn declaration in court. of jnetico might be admittod to make affirma
tion in the Honae; and it reported in the negative. On the day after 
recoipt of ite report by the Honoe, Mr. Bradleugh again preeented 
himeelf at the table, this time to make and euba.rib. the oath; and 
was proceeding to do BO, when Sir H. D. Wolff objected, on the ground 
thet Mr. Bradl&ngh hed already deel&red the oath was not binding on 
bis COIl8Cience. Mr. Bradlaugh was then ordered to withdraw, and 
Sir H. D. Wollf moved thet he "ought not to be allowed to take the 
oath which he then required to be administered to him. in consequence 
of his having previously claimed to make an affirmation or declaration 
instead of the oath,'· &c. An amendment was adopted, to the effect that 
the matter be again referred to • committee, which should inquire and 
report .. to .. the right and jurisdiction of the Honse to ref ... to allow 
the form of the 8aid oath to be administered" in the C&8O. Tbis eocond 
committee 'reported that under the circumstances the House could. and in 
ita opinion ought to, prevent Mr. Bradlaugh "going through the form" 
of taking the oath; but it addsd a .. commendation thet, .. should Mr • 

. Bradlaugh again seek to make and subsmbe the aflirmation, he be 
not prevented fromdoing so," A few days after. the Houso considered 
a motion by Mr. Labouche .. (the other representative of Northampton) 
that Mr, Bradlaugh be adwitted to make an affirmation; and an amend~ 
ment by Sir Hardinge Gilfard, that, heving regard to the reporte of the 
two committe ... he bo not pennitted to take the oath or make au 
affirmation, WIl8 carned (against the inOuenee of the Government), attclo 

two nighte' debate, by 275 to 230. Next day (June 23) Mr. Bradlaugh 
preeented hime.lf again at !lID table, and woo informed by the Speaker of 
the resolution the House had come to, and requested to withdraw, He 
desired. however, to be heard upon his claim, and was so heard. a.t the bar 
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ot the House. After this. it "as proposed th.t the previous resolution be 
zeacinded; but the motion "as withdrawn, aud Mr. BredI.ugh, beiDg 
again called in, "asinformed by the Speaker tbat the House bad not 
altered ita previous decisiou. BeiDg &gain requested to withdr ..... he 
refused, and was committed to the euetody of the Serjeant.at.Arms, but 
released on the following da,.. Evento&lly (on the lot of July, 1880) the 
'Honee adopted. by 303 to 249. the following resolution. proposed by 
Mr, Gladstone: "That eV8r1 pereon returned .. a member of this Honee. 
who mey oI&im to be a person for the time being hT la ... permitted 
to make a solemn affirmation or declaration instead of taking an oath, 
aball henceforth (notwithetandiDg so much of the resolution adopted by 
this House on the 22nd day of June last .. relate. to affirmation) be 
permitted, without qneeti .... to make and oubsoribe a solemn affirmation 
in the form preocribed by 'The Parliamentarr Oatba Act. 1866,' .. 
&ltered by • The PromissOl1 Oathe Act, 1868,' oubject to any liability hT 
statute." In accordancs with the opportunity .fforded by this resolution. 
Mr. BredI.ugh on the following day walked to the table (unaccompanied 
by any other member) and made the affirmation. the Speaker afterwards 
pre_ting hia band to him in the 1lS1I&! way. 

A holonged JWIl.culty,-The difficulty arisiDg from Mr. Brad
Jaugh'. electice was far from being concluded by the circumslancso just 
narrated. The reservation in Mr. Gladatone'. resolution, as to "liability 
byototute," was tried at law. when it was decided (March. 1881) tbat 
Mr. Bredlaugh was not qualified to make affirmation in the House of 
Commons in lieu of taking an oath, the Evidence Amendment Act/I 
h.ving no relation to Parliament; and the reoolution by which he bad 
been admitted was therefore invalid. Mr. Brad1augh, thus looiDg hia 
seat, was re-elected for Northampton, and again offered to take the oath 
at the table. But.. resolution propoasd by Sir Stafford N orthcote 
(April 26), that, in vie" of the knowledge poeoeosed .by the House as 
to Mr. Bradlaugh's opinions. he .. be not permitted to go through the 
form of repeating the words of the oath," waa carried, against the 
Government, hT 208 to 175. Mr. Brad1augh again attempting to lake hia 
... t. in spite of this resolution. anoth .. was passed on the lOth of May. 
ordaring hia exclusion from the House until he should engage not to 
dieturb ita proceedings. (A bill dealing with the genarai subject of ParJia.. 
mentarr oathe bad meanwhile hoen introduced by the Govarnment, but 
withdrawn owing to the preesnre of other busin .... ) On the 8nI of 
August, 1881. Mr. Brad1augh, having previously sent the Speaker notice 
of hia inlanti .... attempted to. fores his way into the ohamber. but was 
prevented from entering. by the Deputy .~rjeant-at-Armo and hia 
.s.islanto, and, persi.ting, wes..Joreibly removed .by police const .. bl .. 
from the preoincte of the House. At the openiDg nf the .... ion in 
February, 1882, the member for N orthamptonagain preeented him
self to subseribe the' oath, atld having been heerd at the bar, a resolution 
to the &ame etre.t as that nf the previous April was •• rried, on Sir S. 

- Northcote'. motion, by 286 to 228; fifty-six nf th~ usus! supporters nf 
th. Government voting with the majority. 



,PABLUJUINTJllY USAGES. ETC. 0591 

lII[emb .... Administering the O .. th to Himaelf.-A fortnight 
after this division (F.b. 21. 1882). Mr. Labouch.re, at· the inetigotion of 
his colleague in the rep_tation of Nort.b&mpton, moved a new writ for 
the borough in the room of Mr. Bradlaugh, .. who by the reeolution of 
the Houae had been preVllllted from taking the oath." The terme of this 
motion were negatived by a lMge m..&jority; and an incident followed 
which .. as thu. described·in th. offi.ial notes of the Ho ... : .. Upon 
the numbers being declared, Mr. Bradlaugh suddenly adVlUleed to the 
table. and read from a papar in his band the worde of the oath, and 
heving kissed a copy of the N.w T .. tam.nt whi.h h. had brought with 
him, sign.d the said paper. Mr. Speaker forthwith directed Mr. Brad
laugh to withdraw. in p1lr8\W108 of the resolution of th. H .... of the 
7th of Februery last. Mr. Bradlaugh th.reu_ withdrew belo .. the bar. 
l .. ving the said paper and .opy of the N.w Testament u_ the table. 
but imm.distely .. ·entered the Hou ••• and took a ... t within the bar. 
Mr. Speaker again directed Mr. Bradlaugh to withdraw hoIow the bar; 
and Mr. Bradlaugh. after &toting that he had now taken the oath 
required· by law. and had also taken his ... t. again withdrew hoIow 
the bar." Mr. Gladston •• remarking that the Hous. had naver heen 
more tak.n by .urprise. propo.ed the adjournment of the d.bate untU the 
iollowing day; when the Prime Minister. although condemning Mr. Brad
laugh as gnUty of .. disobedi.nce. rep .. ted disobedience. and flagrant 
disobedi.n ..... left the matter to the judgment of the Ho .... as it had 
already been at issue with the l'ecommendations of the Government in the 
..... Sir Stalfurd N urth.ote th.reupon .. id he thought the House had 
great re&eon to oompIain of the oondu.t of its leader. and moved that 
.. the Serjeant-at-Arma do take atop. to prevent Mr. Bradlaugh from 
ooming within the precincts of the House." While this and alternative 
proposals were onder dis0UB8ion, Mr. Bradlaugh agam presented himself, 
on the same Beat within the bar which he had occupied for a momeut on 
the previous day. Tha Speak.r. after drawing the attention of the 
Hous. to his rep .. ted disobedienee. csll.d u_ the m.mber for N orth
ampton to withdraw. which he forthwith did, claiming. how.ver. his 
right to sit. Sir Stafford N orthcote now propoeed to withdraw his 
amendment. which he said he had brought forward 88 u the narrowest 
possible proposal fo-r the preservation of peace and orde-r in the Honse," 
and to substitute the following: CI ~a.t Charles' Bradl&ugh, Esq., one of 
the members for Northampton, heving disob.yed the orders of this Hous •• 
and having. in oontempt of the authority of t}>is House, irregularly &Ild 
<lOntumaoiouei,. pretended to take the oath prescribed by law. be.xpeIIed 
this Honea." The auhatitution was agre.d to by 291 agaiuat 83. the tell.rs 
reporting that Mr. Bradlaugh himself had voted with the .. No..... The 
motion was the~ put aa the main questioD, ·and oanied by 297 to SO, 
Mr. Gladatone and several other occupants of the Ministerial benches 
leaving the House amid iroDical cheers. A new writ was then moved for 
and agreed to, in pUl'llU&1l08 of which Mr. Bradlaugh was ODce more 
return.d for Northampton; but, hefcre he presented himself at the table 
to be .worn, Sir Stolford N orthcote mOT.d (March 6. 1882) that the 
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Hous. reaffirm the SOOIIionai reoolotion of the 7th of F.b .... ry. An 
amendment was proposed, in favour of such an alteration in the law as 
ehould ..... ble every daly eleoted member oithor to take the oath or make 
aflirmation; but Sir S. N orlhcote's motion was earried. notwithstanding 
Mr. Glad.tone'. opposition, by 257 to 24lI. During the remainder of the 
s....non Mr. Bradlangh .... frequant in .ttendan .... occnpjing & e.at 
under the gallery, but below the bar. 

Action to Becov"" l'ena.ltieB.=After the in.idente just recited, 
an actioD, II Clarke v. Bradl8.ugh,., was brought to recover £500 from the 
latter, .. p.nalty for baving oat and ~ted withont bving taken the oath. 
It was dismiooed on appeal to the HdIuI. of Lords (April 9, 1883), the 
court deciding that 8 common informer could not SUB in the matter, but 

. that the Orowu alone could toke the initiative. A counter·action, 
.. Bmdlangh v. N .wd.gate," agoin&t the member for North Warwickehire 
for unlawfully maintoining or .. eieling Olarke in the above euit, by giving 
a bond to id.mnify him against the coste. .... decided April 23, 1883, the 
Lord Ohief Jnstic. giving jndgment against tha defendant, and awording 
the plaintil! ind.mnity for everything he had onlfered in coate. 

Aotioll against the Dep .. ty Serje .... t ... t-A=B.-On the 6th of 
May, 1882, Oaptain Go ... t, S.rjeant-at-Arms, informed the Honoe that & 

wri~ bad been issued in the Oonrt of Queen'. Bench, at the enit of Mr. 
Bradlangh, against Mr. Erakine, the Deputy.Serjeant, for an .... alt 
committed against the member for Northampton, in removing him from. 
the precincts of the HOOB. in the prono ... August. A letter to tbat 
efteet from Mr. Bradlangh'e soli.ito .. having been read at the tobl., the 
Attorney.General moved that it be taken into consideration .t tha 
following eitting, which was agraed to. The H .... then _o\¥ed tbat 
I.ave be given to the Deputy.Serjeant to appear and plead in the action; 
and a\oo that the Attorney·Gen.ral be direeted to defenclthe action on 
behalf of the Depnty·Serjeant; bot it .... mad. nnderetood that the Honse 
.... rv.d ito rights to gov.rn ita own procedure, and -alao to take pro
•• ediuga against persono infringing ite privil.ges. by bri~ng actions in 
courts of law. Th ..... c.m. before the courts the following year. Mr. 
Erakin. pleaded that th. fore. of whieb Mr. Bradlangb complained wee 
aaed U> order to give elfe.t to the ord.r of the Ho.... The oourts hald 
accordingly that they had no jnrisdiction, the Hono. of Commons being 
judge of ita own privil.goa in the matter. 

Illtrocl .. otioll of .... AfIlrmatioll BilL-<>n the Ilrst dey of the 
SOOIIion of 1883, • I.tter was read hy Mr. Labonchere, oteting that hie 
.olleagu. in the representation of N orth.mplon woald preeent himself to 
take the oath. The Government. however, &1lJlOUDced tha.t &1J. Affirmation 
Bill woald be immediately broUjl'ht.in; and it ..... promised that no etep 
ohoald be taken by ~. Bradlaugh until th. ·fate of thi .. bill was decided. 
Th .... ond reading of tha bill~wbieb proposed to allow any m.mber who 
objected to the oath to nbstitute for ilt .. simple affirmation-wM moved 
'on th. 28rd of April, and, .ft.r Ilve nights'd.bate, .... refnoed by 292 to 
289. On the following day Mr. Bradlangh wrote to the Speak.r, again 
~laiming hie right to take the oath, and demanding to be hoard at the bar 
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if there wore any doubt on the matter. The Speaker asked iDstructioue 
from the House; wheu Sir Stalford Nortboote moved that, heviDg regard 
to whet had previousi:': transpired, Mr. BradJaugh ." he not permitted to 
go through the form of repeatiug the words of the osth." The" previous 
question" was proposed, 88 an amendment, by Mr. Labouehere, and 
supported by the Government; but Sir Stalford's motion was earried by 
271 against 161;. On the 9th of July, Mr. Gladstone read & letter from 
Mr. Bradlaogh statiug his intention to take his eaat, disregarding the 
resolution of the House as invalid; and the Prime MiDister said he would 
lea ... the responsibility of ... y steps to thoss 1Ulder whose advics the 
House bad previously .. ted. Sir Stalford Northeote then moved that the 
order instruotiugthe Serjeant.at.Arms .to exclude Mr. Bradlaugh be 
revived, which was carried by 232 to 61;. The Serjeant was then orde.-.d 
to oaforee this decision; whereupon Mr. BradJaugh brought an action 
a"....mat the Serjeant.at-Arms, leave was given to him to plead, and tha 

. Attornoy.Generai was instrueted to 1Uldertake the defence. 
. The Action ~a.itl9b the Serje .... t-a.1>-Arms.-Judgment was 
given in the ease of .. Bradlaugh T. Gosset" by the Court of Queen's 
Bench in February, 1884. The plainti1f, by his action, asked the .. urt to 
dodare the order of the Houae null and void, 8Ild to restrain the Serjeant
at-Arms from enforcing it. On the part of tha Serjeant.at-Arms th .. 
Crown filed a demurrer that the action disclosed no actionable W1'ODg. 

Lord Chief Justice Coleridge (with whom "e .. Justices Mathew and 
Stephen) in delivering judgment said the question was whether, on the 
assumption that a resolution of the House of Commons forbad a member
of that HOUBI!!. within the walls of the House itself, from doing something 
which by the Jaw of the laod he W88 obliged to do, such resolution W88 

ono which the House of Commons had a right to paM; and whether, if it. 
were Dot, the court could enable a member of t·he House to maintain an. 
action against an officer, of the Honse, charged by resolution of the HouSe. 
it.self with the execution of its orders. It had been laid down that the
House of Commons-and of 'Co~ the other House of Parliament too
".-8S absolute judge of ita own intemaJ. proceedings, and that its resolutions. 
eoold"n!lt be called in question: but it had. also been laid down, in the. 
case of .. Stockc;l&le and Hall8al'd," that the House of Commons could Dot .. 
hy mere resolution, change the law of the land. It W88 obvious, there
fore, that the Honse of Commons could. in relation to what occurred. 
within its own walls, and with regard to ita own privileges, praetieall.y 
supersede the law by resolution. Another proposition of equal truth. and 
decisive of the case before the court,. was that whatever was enid or dOll& 
within the walls of Parliament could not be inquired into by the oourts. 
On that point all the judges in the 088 .. bearing on the question wer .. 
most empha.tic. in their decisi~. - It had been authoritatively laid down.. 
that the House had absol1;lte jurisclietion. over ita o~ members and OV8r

it.. own·· right· to enforce discipline among them; indced, if it had not. 
AUC~ authority it would sink into insignificance and contempt. The· 
House of Commone ord.red the Serjeant·at.Arms to do what they had .. 
right ~ do themaelves; 8Ild that ollicef had merely obeyed orde... It. 

QQ 
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~ad b .... said tliat the Honse 'of, Oommons bad .xc.eded ito l.gaI powers. 
bocanee they ..... Iv.d that Mr. Bradlaugh ahould not be permitted to 
take the oath. which that gentl.man bed alleged h ..... bonnd to take by 
.tatute. Thore was, however. nothing in tb. facta before the court 
thet .. ould jnatify th.m in coming to the conclusion thet snch 10" the 
c_. It 10.. consi.tent with the fact. that Mr. Bradlaugh bed insisted 
upon taking the oath in a manner to which the Honee bad a right to 
object. It was not for the court even to inquire whether au injustice 
had or had not been done. If one had. been done, it W88 an injustice for 
which the Ia" bed provided no remedy. and the aggriev.d person must 
apply for thet to the eonstituencie. which the Honse of Oommons repre. 
sented. As Mr. Bredlsugb·. action woe not anpported by any anthority. 
the demurrer must be allowed. 

:a.epe .. tecUy Voting in the Kouse.-Early in the •• BBion of 188' 
(Feh. 11). Mr. Bredlsugh presented himself at the table accompsni.d by 
Mr. Labouehere and Mr. Burt. and. as on a previous occasion, took a 
paper and a book from his pock.t. Th. Speak ... rising. ca1led" Ord ... 
ord.r." which was loudly re-echoed from the Opposition sid.. Mr. 
Bredlsngb neverthel .... ontinued. and apparently repeated the words of 
the oath. kisaed the book. anbeoribed & paper which he left on the table. 
and returned to the bar. Th. Speaker then directed him to withdraw. 
while the House consid.red his condu.t in endeavouring to administer the 
""th to himself without any of the forme prescribed by Ia .. ; whereupon. 
Mr. Brad1augb bow.d, and withdrew to the seata under the gall.ry.-Sir 
S. Northcote then rose. and. asanming thet the Prime Minister had no 
intention of taking the initiati .... pointed out thet the ceremony which Mr. 
Bredlsugb bad gone through .... not in accordance with the .tatute. He 
moved thet. horing reference to the reaolutions a1ready passed. end the 
zeports of the committece. Mr. Bradlaugh be not permitted to go through 
the form of repeating the words of the .. th.-Mr. Gladetone admitted the' 
....... islency of thia motion. but thought no responsibility rested on the 
Government to gi ... elreot to " decision of "hi.h they disapproved. 
Glpecially as it might be their duty to direct the AttGmoy.Genez:a1 to 
test the I.gality of Mr. Bredlsugh·. conduot by an action at law; and h. 
mgad the Houe. to accept the motion without. division. A long die
"nBBion .naned before the Honae divided, and when the Toting had taken' 
'1'1 .... on. of the tell ... reportsd that Mr. Bradlaugh had voted with the 
No ... It .... moved that his vote be expunged, which gave rise to 
another diacuasion. before the motion was earried by 258 to 161. Th. 
numtie1'8 on the main- question were then announced 88 280 for Sir S. 
N orth.ote· ..... Iution. and 167 against it. Sir s. N orthoote then moved 
thet Mr. Bradlaugh be .,.elud.d from the preoincta of the Honae until 
h. engage not further to disturb the proceedings. which. after som. 
oppooition ...... carried hy 228 to 120. Mr.Jlradlaugh voted in both 
theae divisioDs. 

Again :a.etu:rned by his CODBtitnency.-Shortly after this 
in.ident Mr. Brad1angh applied for the Chiltern Hundreds. and again 
,,,If.red hima.lf to his constituents. when he " ... on •• more rafum.d. 0 .. , 
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the 2ist of Februa.ry & letter was read by the Speaker, ill' which Mr. 
Bradlaugh informed him that, as the Crown had oommenced an action to 
test thelegaJity of his proceedings on the 11th of Februa.ry, he would not 
pre.ent h,imself to take his ... t under his nsw return until 'judgment 
had been given on it. Sir S. N orthcoto, reminding the House of the 
grounds on whi.h it had acted o.ll along, maintained that it was still 
incumbent on the House to protect itself against Mr. Bradlaugh'a -intru
sion. and that the decision in the action could in no way affect his position 
with regard to the House. He urged also the inconvenience of leaving it 
uncertain when Mr. Bradlaugh might make his appea.rance, and concluded 
by moving the reaffirmation of the two resolutions passed on Feb. 11 . 
.;....Mr. Gladstone pointed out that there was a change in the circumstances 
of the case, 88 Mr. Bradlaugh now presented himself under a new com
mission. Sooner or la.ter. he said, the House would ha.ve to retire from 
the contest, as on former occasions when it had got into con1lict with 
constituencies"; but, after the engagement which Mr. Bradla.ugh had 
given, he thought the House ought to refrain from taking Imy forther 
step nntil judgment had been given in the action raised by the Attorney. 
General. Eventually the previuM question was moved, but negatived by 
226 to 173, and Sir S. N orthcote'a resolutions were agreed to without a 
division. Mr. Bradlangh, who w .. sllmding at the bar, was then direeted 
to withdraw, which he did, prot...ting againat the action nf the Honae. 

CroWD. Actioll for PeD&1ties.-An action to recover from Mr. 
Bredl&ugh three penalties of 5001. each, for voting in the Honee of. 
Commons on the 11th of Februa.ry, without having taken the oath as 
prescribed ..,. atetnte, was brought in the Court of Queen'. Bench by the 
Attorney.Generai on behalf of the Crown. The trial .. at bar" took 
place in May, 1884, before the Lord Chief Justice (Lord Coleridge), 
Mr. Baron Hnddleoton, and Mr. Justice Grove, wit.h a special jury. 
·Jndgment was delivered on the 30th of June, when the Lord Chief 
JUstice summed up the arguments, and put several questions to the jury, 
who found that the defendant was not a person upon whose conscience 
8Il oath had binding foree, and that he had not .nbscribed the oath 
according to the full practice of Parliament. Upon the.e findings the 
verdict was entered lor the Pla.inti1f i b~t Mr. Bradlaugh was allowed time 
to move in arrest of judgment. ' 

BeDewed AppUcatioll to Bit.-After the formation of Lord 
Salisbury's Government in June, 1885, when the new Ministers who were 
members of the Hon&e of Commons had presanted themeelve. to take the 
oath upon N.electio ... Mr. Bradlaugh al .. appeered at the table; but 
before he could make any claim, the Chancellor of the Exchequer (Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beach) rose, and reminded· the House of ,the resolutions 
passed in the preceding Februa.ry, which he prop •• ed to .. ·affirm. Mr. 
Hopwood moved an amendment committing the House to early legislation 
on the .nbject, and this was anpported by Mr. Gladet""e and other 
prominent members of tbe Liberal perty, but negatived by 268 to 219.' 
The Chancellor of the Ex:chequers resolution. then being put, wa.', carried 
without a divisionj and Mr. Bradlaugh, who h&d remained sta.nding at.· 
. QQ2 
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the bar, addressing the Sp.ake. said that_ he would obeT tbe oroer to
withdraw, but leave his case to the constituencies. 

The Oath at I.ast Taken.-On the assembling of the n.", P ..... 
llam.nt in January, 1886, Mr. Speaker Pe.1, immediatelT .fter be bad 
been himself sworn, said, before honourable members came to the table 
to take the oath, it w .. his dut)" to ref.r to l.tters he bad reeeived from. 
th.leader of the HOUBO (Sir M. Hicks·Beach) and others .. regards the· 
.... of the jnnior membor fe< Northampton (Mr. Brsdlaugh). After 
reading portiClDS of tbese letters, the Speaker went on to 88T' u It will he
observed thet tbe statemente made allude to p ... eedinge in a former 
Parliament. We are assembled in a neW' Parliament. I bow nothing· 
of the resolntions of the past. TheT have Iapsed-theT are void-theT 
are of nO elfect with .. feronce to this ... e. (Cbeers.) It is tha rigbt
the _ legal and statutable obJigation-of an honourable member, when 
returned to this House, to oome to this table· and take the-oatb prescribed 
bT the stalute. I have no authorit)", I have no right, original or delegated,. 
to intervene betwe.n an honoursble member and his taking of the oath. 
I have been asked whether. when the House is completed, and after a 
quorum has baen cOD8tit~ted, it would be competent lor a motion to be JDade. 
intenening between the honourable member lor Norihampton and laS 
taking of the oath. I have come clearlT and without hesitation to the 
con.lesion that it would noither he mT dut)" to prohibit the hononrsbl .. 
gentleman from coming. Dor wonld it be my duty to permit a motiOD
to bs made which would stand bstweon-him and the oath. (Cheers.) Tho> 
honau1I6bIe member takes that oath under whatever risks may a.ttach to' 
him in a court of "la.w; but it is not for me-I respectfully ... y it is not 
for the House-to enter into any inquisition as to what may be the 
opinions of an honourable member when he comes to the table to tab 
tho oeth. I am bonnd, and the House is honnd. hT the forms of this 
Honso, and bT tho legal obligations and rights of membsrs." After this, 
many memhors .. ere sworn before Mr. Bradlangh presented himsell. HI>
had for 80me tow minutes been holding in bis hand a COPT of the New 
Tc.tament, but this he p .... ntlT depoeited npon the Treasurr bench, to 
meke 80me inquir:Y of the clerk at the table before going through tho 
formal ceremonT. After exchanging a fow woroB with Sir Erskine MaT, 
he again took up the Testament. and, having repeated the words of th .. 
oath from the printed form placed hofore him, kiBBOd the book. Tbere 
was no demoDsb;ntion of any kind while the fol'IllAlity W88 being gonO' 
through. Subsequent1T Mr. Bradl.ugh signed the roll of Parliament ... 
one of the members for tho borough of Nortbamptot:l, and. in aecordance 
with enstom, ahook hands with the Speaker. He aftsrwords exchenged 
groetinga witll 8eY'Oral mombers, who eongratulated him upon baring at 
length been allowod to take t-he oath and his ... t withont let or hindrsn ... 
It was announced SOlUe lUont1ls after, at a moetlng iu Northampton, u that. 
Mr. Bradlaugh hl\d beeD informed that her Majesty'. Government; did no~ 
proposo pursuing any furthel' the Buit instituted by the late Government 
to recover fines and ponalties from the junior member for Northamptou 
for sitting and voting in tho HOIl .. of Commons before taking the .. th.u 
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The Original :a.eSOiUtiOD ExpUDgell..-On ·tb. 8th of March. 
1889. on tile motion to go into Committee of Supply. Mr. Bl"3dlaugh 
-moved that the resolution of tIle Ronse of Juno 22, 1880, preventing his 
1a.king the oath or making the affinnation. be" expunged from the journals 
.of tile House. He argued· tbat his expulsion unlawfully deprived hi. 
constituents of half their right of representatIon, and he 8ppea.led to the 
Bouse 88 .. matter of justice to rescind its resolution, and so bring to 
-an end the straggle which had arisen in regard to his ea.se.-Sir M. 
Hicks-Beach denied the right of the Honse to expunge from its jounmls 
a resolution of a previt,us Pa.rliament which was leg&! a.nd constitutional. 
'The resolution was merely an act of the House in carrying out the law as 
~ovded the admission of & member. and to rescind it would be an 
.admission tbat il hnd a.ctod illegally.-8ir H. James urged tilat. whatever 
might ha.ve been the legality of Mr. Bradla.ngh'B exehunon, the Bouse 
had no constitutional right to intenere with the free choice of a cun8titu~ -
"eney, and tha.t the resolution, therefore, 'was . uneonst,itutiona.l.-The 
Solicitor.General (Sir E. Clarke) ... goed tbat it wonld be useless and 

· absurd to rescind the resolution and tamper with t-he records, unleea some 
'stronger necessity were -shown. He denied that the resolution was 
UDCODStimtional, for "it was based on the reports of two eommittoos, and 
the legality of ito action had heen vindicated by the courts of law.-8ir 
W. Harcourt strongly supported the motion; but. on & division. it was 

· negatived by 112 to 79.-The matter was not •• t .t re.1 nntil shortly after 
tile meeting of Parliamenl in January. 1891. when Mr. Hunter drew 
attention to a notice of. motion to the effect above mentioned, then StAnd.illg~ 

,on the papers in Mr. Bradlaugh's name; and (in his absence throullh 
: serious illness) moved to expunge the resolution from tho journals. The 
motion WB8 supported by Mr. Gladstone aud otlterd, among f.hom' Sir 
Stafford North.ote •• on of the late Lord Idd.sl.igh. Mr. Hunter had 
moved that the'resolution of 1880 was ,. sl1b,·ersi~e of tho rigltts of' the 
whole body of eleetors in this kingdom." Mr. W. H. Smith (First Lord 
of tba Treasury) objoeted to the •• words. &lid after they had been with-

· drawn. til. propoaal was agre.d to. W orda of rcspoct were used by 
members on both sides as regards Mr. Bradlaugh's conduct and character 

"since he had been in the House; to whicll, however. ho was not destined 
· to return, his death occurriDg shortly after. 

:Forward !raw Membera.-Mr. Lechmere (afterwarda Lord Loch' 
mere). a member of tho legal profession, being ret.urued to Parliament·for 
Appleby in the y .... 1708. turned round and nddre .. ed the Hou •• imme_ 

.diately after he had taken t·he oaths. A country gentleman. however, 
interrupted his speech. objeeting to hi. right to be heard. insomuch as he ' 

· could not be considered a. II sitting member," not having sat down sin<'o he 
hed entered the honae.-Mr. Cowper (afterward. Lord Chancellor. 1707) 

· addreased the Honse throe times on the day of taking hi •• eat. He wa. 
,·excelled, however, by ,. ,Orator Huut," who spoke (says Townsend) on siz. 
·dllferent questiono the very tim night. 

"OaJl.ing the J[olUle."-When t·bere is "a call" of the House of 
~Lords, a notice is lent to every peer informing him "that all the lorda UO 
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81IJIID10ned to attend the service of the Honae .. on a certain day. AIthongh 
· the lords may usually remain away with impunity, there haTe been occasions. 
when both fin .. and imprisonment have been impoeed npon abeent peers.. 
During the time when the bill for tbe degradation of Queen Caroline waa· 
before the Legislature, in the year 1820, lha House of Lords was oaIled 
over. and it was resolved, .. That' DO lord do absent himself on pain of 
incurring a fine of IOOL for each day's absence, pending the three first 
days of such proceedings, and of .OL for each subeequent day's ahaan .. 
from the &ame; lind in default of payment of being taken into enstody." 
The only excuses allowed were those of sicJmess, being abroad, or ont 01-
the connlry upon public .. rvice, old age (seventy and upwaeds). or the 
death of & parent., wife, or child. .At the II call" the clerk first reads the 

. Dame of the junior baron. aceOl'diDg to ancient custom.-A.e regards calls 
1: of the House of Commons, it is 'DBual to give at least a week or f.en days' 

notice, .and (according to May's .. Parliamentary Practice ") the order for· 
the Honse to be oaIled OTar is accompanied by a reeolution .. thet each 
members as shall not then attend be sent for in the enstody of the Serjeant
at-Arms." On the oaIl day. after the first order of the day has been 
disposed of, the names of membors are ealled-the county representatives 
first, aud then the city and borongh members. The English and Weleh 
eonntie. precede tho.e of Scotland and Ireland. The clerk takes down the 
1l&Dle8 of those members who are present, aud during the evening they are 
again called. Members not present are summoned to attend on a fulurs 
day; if they are not on that occasion in the Hoose, and fail to make some . 
valid excus.. they are "liable to be committed to the ._y of the 
Serjpant .. t-Arms. and to the payment of the foos incidsnt to that commit
ment." 

"lifo Kouso."-On the 19th of M&y.1876. a circumstance occurrsd. 
which had not transpired before during an interval, of fourteen yea .... 
namely, a II no house." When the Speaker took the chair at four o'clock. 
be pro ... ded to connt the members present, and, reporting that there were 
only 36, the House stood adjourned. according to its rule that 40 must be 
present to constitute a sitting.-On the adjournment of the Honse at the· 
close of the session in August, 1882, a quormn not being present" the· 
Spsaker took a·s.at at the table. until Bl&ck Rod 11'" announced; and 
the presence of this functionary being suffioient to constitute a House, 
the SpeakeI' then took the chair, and received the 8ummOllS to attend the 
Lords, to boar the Royal aasent given by oommiasion to A.ts psseed by· 
the two HoU888. 
· l'revonting the Formation of. Kouse.-Towards the clo.. of· 
the aession of 1883, shortly after the Spsok.., had taken the chair at a 
Wednseday sitting. he was asked by Mr. Agno .. whether.it was in order' 
and respectful to the Chair for an honourable member to,stand at the door 
in the lobby. and use his infIuenoe to prevent members entering the Ho_ 
to assist in maldng a quorum.-The Speaker said he had never had 8ucl3 
• caee zeported to him. and he should be surprised if anT honourable 
member took the course deeeribed.-It was said in the House that the· 
gentleman whose conduot WII complained. of Wa& Mr. Warton, mambo .. 
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for Bridport.. But it was also DOted at tho time as DO exceptional 
proeeediog for ODe member to attempt to ioduee others to refrsio from 
ma.king a quorum, &ad thot tho maDOO1lvre was. som.tim ••• mployed by 
members in responsible positions. 

Grand Committees.-The experim.ent of the II dOTolution" of: 
bills to Grand Committe .. was tri.d io the .....nOll of 1888, io pureuanee 
of provisiOIlS IlIlder Rules of Procedure paesed in the autumll .... ioll 
of 1882. Two bills w.re ref.rred to a Standiog Committee OIl Trade. 
and two to a simila.l' Committee on Law. Of these bills, three were sent 
baek to the -H~1lS8 of CommollS after foll ooneideratioll. but oDly two
the Bankruptcy Bill aod th. Patellte Bill-became law. It wae too late 
io the""";OD for the HoIlS8 to take up two mea&II1'8S "Ilt back from the 
L.gal Committee. The bueiu... of th. Committee. waa condu.ted iD, 
the same form as that in the House itself, the committee-room having 
roW8 of benches on each side. and the members risiug to address the 
Chair. Each committee conai.ted of aixty-four members---48 English. 
10 lriah. aod .ix S.ateh. The reeolutiollB relating to the constitution and 
proceediogs of th ... committeaa were r .. ived in lIrIareh. 1884, 011 th. 
motion of the Gov.rnmellt; ao amendm.ut propoeed by Sir B&!dwin 
Leightoll-that 110 bill reported from such committee be firat taken ioto 
consideratioll at auy dete later t.hao Auguet I-being Agreed to. A 
propcsa1 by Mr. P...,eU. in favour of appoioting a aimiIar tribllllal for 
Irish bills, WM lIegstived by 160 to 40. 

Making .. KOUBe from Committ&e •• -ln the Honse of Commo,," 
all May 1. 1879. Sir J. Goldemid .. ked a queetioll of the Speak.r OIl t.hia 
subject. 011 th. previoua dey (a Wadnesdey) h. waa acting aa chairman 
of a .. lect committee OIl a private bill, aud shortly after tw.lve o·clo.k h. 
was, with other members of the oommittee, asked by the Serjeant-at-Arms 
to lea.ve the committee·room and BS8yt in making & House. He thought 
t.hia llIlfair alike to th. m.mbe ... md to tha p .... OIlS iotereetecl in the bills. 
inasmuch as there were many members who had no committee work to do 
who might, if th.y would, attend at 1l001l on W.dnesdaye to make a Honse. 
Wh.n th. S.rjeaot-at-Arma appeared, he bed 1I0t the mace with him; but 
ha stated that in th. event of 1I000-.ompliance ha ahould have to produce 
the mace, md ha (Sir J. Goldemid) did 1I0t know what th •• omequ.n.es 
of ouch au appearance might have b •• n. (Laughter.) Th. Speak.r. io 
reply. aaid tha practice of aeoding tho S.rj.aut-at-Arma IlIlder ouch· 
circumstances was founded upon ancient custom. He h&d in his posses .. 
siOIl a book. prepered on the authority of Mr. Speak.r Abbot io 1805. aud 
handed down to bia au ......... from whi.h h. would reed au .xtract. It 
I'&D. as follows: n.After pl'&yers. the Speaker generally retires to his own 
chamber. or site in the House in the clerk's chair. When he says he 
wish .. to take the chair md there are lIot forty m.mbers io the houae, tho 
S.rjO&llt muat go to tha .ommitte .. upsteira. md, eddreasillg hims.lf to 
the cha.irma.n, must say, I Sir. the Speaker wanta to take the chair,' and 
desire tho membera of aueh committe .. to go clown to h.lp to ~ a 

• See p. SOl. 
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H ..... ; if they don't comply with thiB aummons, the Speaker CAD send, 
and frequently has sent, up the Serjeant with the mace; and on the 
appearanee of the mace at any committee, that committee is dissolved of 
.coune. Bnt it is oonvenient and usna\ firBt to inform the committee that 
the Speaker intenda or threatena to eend tha mace if they do not como, 
and for the messenger, when the mace is coming. to inform. the com.uuttee ' 
of it, that they may adjourn, and not be dissolved." He remarked, further. 
that the Speaker had no anthority to compet the attendance of hon ..... bls 
members who were serving on committees. The attendance of members 
at tha requeat of tha Speaker muat, under the .ircumstan .... be left to 
their own good oenoe and judgment. 

Whips· Circulara roz. AtteDdanca.-!n allusion to the absence 
of party queatione in the .... ion of 1877. Sir Wilfrid Lawson told Bome of 
his constituents that it was the custom for the u whip" of the Liberal 
party in Parliament to call bis political honnda together by meane of a 
little circular If earnestly requesting" their attendance. If the circular 
came without a dash or stroke under the word earnestly, it meant there 
was some business which might or might not come on that night. If 
there was one dash under the word .. earnestly," it meant you ought to 
come. If there were two, it meant you should eom8. If there were three, 
it meant you must come. H there were· four, it meant, II come, or stay 
away at your peril." 

Whips by l'l'ivata Kembers.-In April. l~ Mr. J. Lowtber' 
called the attention of the Ho .... to the faet that a oiren1ar. Bigned by 
Mr. Dodd&, member for Stockton, had been eent to several members, 
.. king them to anpport a railway bill than before the Honse, and for 
which hia &On ,. .. aolicitor. Mr. Lowther aaid, one of the atanding 
orde.. laid down that DO member ,... entitled to take action on a 
measure in ,.hieh he ,... personally intereated.-Tbe Speaker (Mr. 
Arthnr Peel, .. cently elected) aaid the qnestion had better be raiaed 
,.han the bill ,. .. taken. It,... a Dovel·point, and he wonld like time to 
consider it.-Lord Randolph Churchill, however, moved I. That the iNrae 
of tbis oirenlar is a groaa breaeh of the privilegee of thiB Honoa." Mr. 
Dodda expreaaed hia regret if he had in tha aligbteat degree eontravened 
th. rnl .. and privilegea of the Hon .. ; and Sir William Harcourt (Home 
Se.retary) aaid. th. condnot of the honourable membor for Stockton 
'Wonld be a breaeh of privilege if it oon1d be abown that he had uaad bis 
poaitioD for his own peraona1 intereot, bnt private wbip&. Biped by 
membe .. of both parti .. , were often seDt ant. He thonght there ,... no 
ground for t·he motion.-Sir Statlord Northcote thought the matter one 
of importance. and that the atop taken hy Mr. Dodd. ,... in ex .... of 
anything yet known in the way of inviting gentlemen down to the Honae 
to take part in a bill.-Mr. Haiku agreed in this. eapecially .. tha hono ...... 
abls member for Stockton bad aaaiated the gentleman (Sir .Cbarlea Foratar) 
who had under hia .pecial charge the private Isg;Blation of tbe Honoe.
Sir W. Lawaon moved an amendment, that, Mr. Dodd. having apologiaed 
(he had also withdrawn frem tha Honee during the diaonaaion), the H ..... 
do DOW proceed with other bnaineaa; and'thia "aa earrled by 139 to 99. . . 
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An lJn1lS1laJly I'all House.-Evelyn writes in O.tober, 1705: 

., The Parliament .hose one Mr. Smith Speaker. There had ne..,r hen eo 
greate ......... mbly of members on the firat day of aittmg, being more 
than 450." The full number of members at this time was about 500. 

lion-Attendance of lItemb..",..-In debates of the higheet COD

eequ ..... during the reign of CbarIee I. (eara Clarendon) t·h_ we", not 
lJSU8lly proscat in the H .... of Commons the fifth part of tbeir jnet 
numbers, and wry often not ahove & dozen or thirteen in the H .... of 
p~ . 

!'iDes on Absent lItembers.-A oorreepondent putting a question 
<JII this eubjeot to Nole. an<! Querie" the editor replied as follo ... : 
... The personal service of every member of the Comm0D8 House has been 
""mpuleory from time immemorial. By 5 Rich. IT. .. 14 it is enaoted 
that, 'if my peraOD eummoned to Parliament do .absent himeelf, and come 
not at the oaid eummons ("""pt he may reaeonsblyand honestly e •• ".., 
himeelf to onr lord the King), he shell be amerced. or otherwise 
punished. aeoording ae of old tim .. heth been need to· be done, within the 
oaid realm in the said 0888.' And hy 6th Henry"vm ••. 16 it is declared 
t.het no member shell absent himeelf 'witheut tha liOOD" of the Speaker 
and the Commons.' The penalties imposed upon memberc so offending 
have varisd with tha times and the temper of the Houee. Sometim .. 
absentees have been coInmitted to prison, but more frequently punished 
by _, or the forfeiture of their ' wages.' In the latter Parliamente of 
Charles I. and th ... of the Commonwealth, the fine for disobeying ~ eal1 
of the Honae was not I ... than ten or more than twenty pounde ,. and 
most probably the last-mentioned 80m 'WB8 the maximum in all times. 
Taking thp value of money into eonsideretion, ae well .. the I ... of the 
perliamentary allowance, the .oot of absenteeism at tbe period referred to 
eerteinly w .. not to be 'lighille eatesmed.' The infIi.tion of finea seems 
io have oeaaed t.owarde ths dOlO of the eeventeenth centory. The power 

. ()f inflicting them reeted with the H ..... the Spsaker, in virtue of hie 
office, merely executed its orders.» -

!'iDea fo .. Late .AzrivaL-Menyeftorto (sara Mr. Forster, in his 
.. Arreet ") hod been made to compel early and full attendanee at the 
Houee. Under tbe form of fin .. for being l.te at preyers, theae attempte 
'Were frequently renewed. The practice originated at the memorable time 
of May, 100; hut, owing to the eoofueion .. need by the .. lle of .. Pay! 
Pay !U which greeted dila.~ members on their en:tra.nee, it 11'88 for the 
time abandoned. Ten months later it was renewed. II A motion made," 
says D'Ewea, II 88 I came in. that such members 88 should not come up by 
eight, and be at pray..... ohouicY pay & shilling. I said, when that was 
tried twelve months ago it was laid aside from its mconvenience, after one 
day'. praetiee; and that the best way would be to rise at twelve, and not 
at two or three. to 8JlS1l1'9 members coming at eight. Divers othera spake 
againn it; hut the greater number being for it, it paeeed. .. Very little, 
however, as it wonld _, to the benefit of Mr. Spsaker, .. eing that 
_ morning he did not mAke his appsareoee noti! & qnari.er to nine • 
•• The House by this time." D'Ewee .remarks, .. wall very full at prayers. 

. . 
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h7 reason of the order made yesterday. Sir H. Hildm&y, after pray .... 
atood up and aaid he w .. glad to ... this good deel of y.sterday's order, 
.and aaid to the Speaker that he did hope thet hersafter h. would· oome in 
tim.; which made the Speaker throw down tw.lvepence upon tho table. 
Div ... spake after him, and othe .. as they came in did each pay his shilling 
to the Serjeant. I spake to the ordara of the House: That the order 
made yesterday wos to fine ' after ' praye .. , and the .. fo .. you (I spake to 
the Speaker) cannot he subject to pay; and fer coming a little afte .. 
eight, that was no grsat diltersnce. Although 1 spake truly, the Speak.r. 
having cast down his ohilling. would not toke it up again." 

JlR17 Hours in P .... liament.-Th. sittings (aays May) we1'O' 
formerly held at an early hour in tho morning, generally at .ight o'clock, 
but often even at six or seven o'clock, and continued till eleven. the com
mittee being appointed to ait in the afternoon. In the time of Charles n. 
,nine o'clock was the usual hour for commencing public business, and. four 
.o'alock for the House rising. Ala later period, ton o'clock was the ordinary 
time of mooting; and the practice of nominally adjourniug the House 
until that hour oontinned until 1806, though 80 aarly a meeting hod loog 
been discontinued. AccordiDg to the present practice, no hour is named 
by the House for its noxt meeting. but it is announced in the" Votes" at. 
what hour Mr. Speaker will toke tho chair. OccasiooaJly the House baa 
adjooro.d· to a later hcur than four, as on the opooing of the Graal. 
Exhibition, 1st May, 1851, to six o'alock, and on the Naval Revie ... al. 
Spithead, 11th August, 1853, to t.n o'clock at night. 

A Speaker's :Lament.-Speaker Arthur Onslow, in 1759, wrote &8 

follows rsspccting the late hour of commencing Parliamontary sittings : 
.. This is shamefully grown of late, .ven to two of tho cloek. I have doo. 
all in my power to prevent it, and it boa hoe.. one of the' griefs and 
hordens of my life. It boa inDnmerable inconveniences attending it. Tho 
Prince of Wales thet now is (afterwards George m.) boa mentioned it to 
me several times with concern, and did it agaiD this very day i aud it 
giv.s me hop'" that in King William' •. time those of his lIfinisters who 
had the care of the government business in the House of Comm~ns were 
dismissed by him to be.there. by eleven o'clock. But it is not tho fault of 
the present King; his hoars are early. It is the had practic. of th .. 
higher offices, and the memb.rs fall into it, as eniting their late hours of 
pleaa1U'e. exerciae, OJ:' other private a.VOoatiODB. The modern practice. too, 
of long adjournmsots at Christmas and Easter, and tho almost conslant 
adjournment over S.tordoys, are a graat delay of business and of the 
.essions. This last ..... begun by Sir Robert Walpale for the aake of his 
hunt.mg. but now everybody is for it." ..... ' 

meet of All.Wight SittiDgs ...... In Jaae, 1837, tho Spaakor of the 
House of Commons (Mr. Peal) atlanded the rsopening of the pump 
rooms and hothe .t Leamiagton. At a luncheon which followed, _ 
.ponding to the tosat of .. Th. Hons. of Commons,· he aaid, the more th .. 
constitu.ncies ...... interested in the proceedings Of th.t branch of th. 
Legislature, the b.tter it would be for the Ho .... of Commons ~ fOI< 
tha,tnwaaction of J,luhlio business, The Ho .... had passed something l!ka 
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. ~our months (up to that time) in the most laborious aession it had .... r 
been his lot to undertak.. They had epent days. and BOlIletimeo nights. 
in what might enphemistically he called buain .... but he eould ........ 
them that during tha small houl'S tha business of tho OOUlltrywas not dono· 
with that rapidity und despatch that it ohould be. AU.night oittinga, 
such as they hod of late experienced, destroyed life, shattered the norveo,. 
und soured the temper. 

Motion for Candlea.-In the House of Commons an interruption 
was sometimes caused by moving that candles be brought in; but by ... 
otonding order of the 6th of February. 1717. it wao ordemel, .. Thet whoD. 
the House, or any committee of the -whole House. shall be 8ittiug~ and. 
daylight be shul in. the Serjeant-at-Arms attending this House do tak .. 
care that caruIJ... be brought in. without any particular order for that. 
purpose." 

.6. Long Sitting in the Last Century.-Walpole relalee, in 
his "Memoirs of the Reign of George m.," that on the di8C1lSHi.OD of 
.tha Westminster election, in 174!1 •.. tho Speaker sat in the chair for 
seventeen hours. 

:E'rolonged Sittings.-A sittiog of twenty-six hours occurred on 
the 31st of. July und the 1st of A.ugust, 1877. The House metatiour 
o'clock in the afternoon of the 31st (Tnsadsy). and. continued sitting until 
six the foUowing eveniug. the leedel'S of the Goverumout and the Opposi
tion agreeing to coiltioue the business of ths House by relays of memhers 
and by a succession of Chairmen j the officers of the House being also 
relieved by arl'SJlgOmont. The bill before the Honse .... one relating. ta
Soutb Africa, which hod been obetinately contested (apparently for tha 
mere aske of obetruetiog .huainoss) by a 88Ction of the Irish party .• 
-A oitting of tw8llty-ono hours took place on Thursday. Angust 26,1880. 
und the following day. The subject before the House was the Irish 
COll8tebulary Estimates, which were opposed by the Irish members; and. 
nine altemato motioD8 were made, to report 'progress, and that the 
Chainnan do leave the chair. The largest nnmber who votod for &oyof: 
these motions was 29, and the sma.llest 10 j the ma.jority on the other side 
varying from 142 to 76.--On Tuesday. Jan, 25. 1881. a twenty-two hours' 
sittiog followed Mr. Gladstone's proposal that the Irish Protection Bill 
ha ... precedence of all other subjects from day to day. Several motio .... 
for adjournment, from the Irish honch... having been defeated. Mr.. 
Gladstoue's propossl W"!l eventually carried, by· 251 to 33, and he then 
(at two o'c1oek on Wednesday afternoon) moved the adjournmeut of HI .. 
Housenntil Thlll'Sdsy. after a Bitting of twenty-two hours and a quarter_ 
The Speaker had occupied the cha.ir fourteen hours, with the exooptiOll of 
twouty miuutes during the diUBer time. The week following •.• sitting 
that commenced on the Monday (the same measure being before the 
Honse) was prolouged till hslf.paat nine on the Wedusadsy moroing. Th .. 
eiroumst&nce. att8lldiug this e.traordiuary sitting are detailed hereafter. 
--On Friday, Jnue 30. 1882, the Houao met at two o'c1oek, to further ., 

~ Bee muter If; ObatruotiOll..·' 
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the Prev";'Uonof Crime (Ireland) Bill, then in committee; and, 8ft ... 
adjouming for two hours' 1nterval "in the evening, resumed its sittiJ1Jf. 
'Which .... l'ftitraeted ·tTtroughout the nen day nntU eight p.m.-in all, 
-twenty·eigllt h01ll8; Twenty.five of the Iriah members Wer9 snapended 
-during this sitting.-

The Longest Becordecl. Sitting of the EouaL-Action of 
the Spea.ker.-This memombk sitting, which w .. at length terminated 
-only by the action of the Speaker, eommoneed at four o'cloek on Monday. 
J ..... 31, 1881, and continned nntU the Wedneeday morning at half.past 
..me, laating forty.one honrs and a half. The qneation before the Honse 
WRS the Government motion for leAve t-o bring in a Bill for the Protection 
-of Pereon and Property in Ireland. Four divisiena had been iaken on 
motions for adjournment. the minorities bejng eomposed almost exclu
sively of U Home Rulers, fJ and the Irish members had been speal..-ing alter
""tely to prolong the sitting; when, at six o'cloek on the Wedneeday 
morning, very fe .. members .being preeont, Mr. Biggar moved that the 
Honse ha oonnted. This farther ..... to postpone proceedings was 
defeated by an inrnsh of members from thelobbi... At thie time (wrote 
aD. observer) u the chamber looked 89 it it had been the scene of- 8 severe 
conflict. The floor " .... vered with a litter of tore paper. The aervi. 
tors ... ere limp and slaepy, lind even the hi"her offieialo seemed to be in • 
etat., of abject miae'1.D Dr. Lyon Playfair (Deputy. Speaker) had been 
in the chair all night; and at nina o'clock Mr. Biggar had 81l1'l"OUI1ded 
bimaelf with blue·booka and papara, with Ihe apparent intention of pro
longing Jndefinitelyan harangue which he had lately eommon.ed; when 
Mr. Gledstone and other Minietera entered the Honao, &8 well .. the 
leedere of the Opposition. The Speaker then reaumed t·he chair . amid 
mn.h Cheering, and, raeding from a paper, thua .dd .. ased the Honse: 
•• The motion for leave to bring in the Protection of Peraon and Property 
(Ireland) Bill haa now been nnde. diaeuasion for about fiye daya. The 
present oitting, having oommoneed on Monday last at four o'eI..,k, baa 
oontinned until thia morning-a period of no Ie .. than forty.one hours
-the Honse having been oeeupied with diaellSsions upon repeated motions 
for acijoU!'Dment. However tedious these discmssiouB, the motions have 
been B11PPorted by 8D1all minorit·iee, in opposition to the general sense of 
the HOll88. A. erisis bas thus arison, which'demands the prompt inter
poeition of the Chair and the Honse. The nona! rnl .. have been provod 
powe.I ... to ensure orderly and eff .. tive dehate. An important meaaure 
".emnmended in he •. Majeaty'o graeions apaeeh nearly a month sin .. , and 
deolarsd to be urgent in-the interaata of the State by a decisive majority. 
ia being arrested by the action of an inconsiderable minority. the meU1be18 
of whi.h have raeorted to thoae modea of obatrootion whieh have been 
reeognised by the Hons. &8 .. Parliamentary offen.e. The dignity, the 
.redit, and the anthority of this House ara aerionsly thraatened, and it i. 
n ...... '1 that they shonld be Tindioated. Under the oparation of the 
.. enatomed rnlea and m.thoda of proeedure. the legialati ... powe .. ~ 

• Bee ud8l' " 8ulpeuioa. II 
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tJ.e House are paralysod. A no .. and exceptiOD&l co_ is e.J!m.m.. 
dema.nded; and I am satisfied I ohaJl boot carry out the will of t ;~~V.4. 
a.nd may rely on ito support, if I decliue to eaIl upon any more me ii1Ii~ ___ ... 
to speak, and at once proceed to put the BOverel questions to the House. 
I feol sall1lred thet the House will he prepared to ex_lea all ito powers 
in giving effect to these proceedings. Future measures for ensuring 
orderly dehete I must leave to the judgment of the House; but I mal' add 
that .it will be necessary either for the House itsell to assume more 
effeetual control over ita deba~ or to invest greater authority in the 
Chair." The reading of thisdocumeut was interrupted by great cheering. 
as 'Well as cries of .. No, no," from the troublesome section of Irish 
members, among whom it created evident const.emation.. The Speaker 
then proceeded to state the question before the House, and put th .. 
amendment which bad originally been moved by Dr. Lyons, member for 
Dublin city, to tbe effect that '.' remediallegislatitm take precedence oyer 
coercive measures." This was rejected by 164 to 19. The main question 
was then put, some of the Irish members walking out of the house; 
leavo wsa agreed to, and Mr. Foreter brought up the bill, which wsa read 
8 first time, the second readiug being fixed for that day at twelve. Mr. 
Gladstone. befGH muTing the adjournment of the House. gave notice ot 
his .. urgency P resolution. for the following day. 

The House Powerless to Close Deb .. te.-In February, 1882, 
Sir Henry Braud. the Speaker of the House of Commons, addressing 
his eonstituent8 in CMnbridgeshire. referred to his actiou in closing th& 
debate on the oeeasion just mentioned. and said: II In a statement whieh 
he made to the House on the eventful sitting referred to, he thought it hi. 
duty to put before the House the necessity of saauming more effectual 
control over its debates. That opinion was deliberately fouuded an obser
vations on the course of debates in the House of Commons during the 
present and psat Parliaments. It might not be ge'nerally known that the 
House of Commons had no power whatever to close a debate, so that it 
was actually left at the mercy of SmAll minorities, who on various grounds 
might desire to obatruct the busin... of tb. Honse. Tho will of th. 
House of Commons was expressed by ita votes; every vote involved the 
putting of a question from the chair.' and upon such question e~ery 
member might speak once and as long 88 he pleased. pmvided he spoke to 
th. question; but, by an artifico of debete commonly practised, hy moving 
adjournments members actually spoke as often 88 they pleased upon 
every question., In committeo of tho whole' Hoose there W88 no limit to 
the number of times which a membor might speak to each question" and 
at every sitting of the Honae tbe Speaker put from the chair qnestiona by 
the SCOre-i!Ome more or less formally, but all of which might become the 
S1!bjeet of debate without liDlit. Neither t·he House nor the Speaker 
('ould close a debate. and, as long 88 members rose and presented them
selves to apeak. the debate must go on. He knew ot no power whate"er 
that eonld close a debate in. the .House. euept the soyoreign power the 

• See pp. 374, .to. 
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Quean exereillecl wheJI ehe p",rogued ParlilUllent. Foee to ta.e with .. 
grave crisis. he took upon himself to cl ... a debate. But the Honee bad 
DOt .. yet BiguiJied ite pleasure .. to the .. ti ... of the Speaker. ehould • 
.nmil&r crisis occur. It 'W&e eaid thet freedom of epeech .... endangered 
if. the HolUlO ehould lUI81DDe the pcwer to 01 ... a debate. Now. freedom 
of epeech was the breath of the life of the Houee of Commoue. and if 
freedom of epeech was put in peril, he ehould be DO party to a procedure 
<Jf that kind; but he was pe1'8U&ded that the HOlIBe, in ite wiedom. might 
find a way of saf.guarding liberty of speech, and of combiDiDg order 
with freedom of debate." . 

New :aule Ie the Clo ........ of Deb .. te~In Febroary. 1882. 
:Mr. Gladatone brought forward a eori .. of mI .. to regnlate the futero 
plOCOdnre of the H ...... the first of which provided for the applieati ... 
of a closing pcwer by the majority. under certain conditio.... The 
debate upon this proposal, haring been adjourned from time to time. was 
:not nnded until the 30th of .March; who:n Mr. Gladatone, in a con
eluding epeeoh. lmforced the propooal of the Government by the remark: 
.. We .. e the Honee exhaueted with ite laboure, failing in the performance 
<Jf them. beginning to loee the .. teem of the country. lapsing by degre .. 
into a elavery to ite own ey.tem. Thia Honee has conquered ito external 
f .... and now it rnno the risk of being vanquished by th ... who, perhaps, 
.are Dot the noblest of ita own children,'-' A.. division was taken on aD 

.amendmo:nt moved by Mr. Marriott (member for Brighton), .. That DO 

.mleo of procedure will be eatiefactory to this Hones wliich oonfer the 
power of cloeing a debate upon a majority of members." As originally 
proposed. the amendment OODtained the words II bare majority," but the 
first expreosion ...... removed before the amendment ,.ao finally put to tho 
Ranee. There then appeared-For Mr. GIadetone·. propooa1. 318; for 
the amendment, 279; majority. 39. The normal majority of the Govern. 
ment bsinK oonoider&bly larger. and the vote haring bee .. given under 
.otrongperty pree.ure, this w .. COIl8idered a very doublfuJ. victory on ouch 
All impertant point. The Procedure Resolutiono were not again token 
up until the autumn .... iol1 of 1882. which ...... ...ned for the expreeo 
parpcee of dealing with them. the ordinary .. osion having been. eaid 
Mr. Gladatone, one of "ntter min and dieeomlitero" .. regordo 
legislative matters. In tho renewed dieo1lssion in the autumn, the 
Government BDDOUD.oed its intention to adhere 40 the Olosure !'e801ution 
ao first propoeed. The firBt dirision of impcrtenoe took place on an 
amendment propceed by Mr.· Gibson (member for Dublin University). 
in favour of onbotituting a tw .. thirde majority for the Ministerial 
propoaaJ. This amendmont w .. defeated by 822 to 2S8 (majority. 84). 
tho Irish party voting with the Government, alter a preliminary meeting 
in which the conroe to be token by that eeotion w .. dotermined only by 
tho eaoting vote of the chairman (Mr. Parnell). .A. f .... nighte later 
(N QT. 10. 1882) a division 11'&1 token on a motion. by Sir Statlord 
Northooto. meeting the propooed now mle by a direot negative; and 
the.. then appeared-For the Clooare resolution, S04; against, 260; 
ma.jority tor the new mI .. 440. On this oeeaoion the Pamellite ... tion 
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voted against the Government. Th. following is tho form in which the 
-wution _d, tho words italicised &howing tho modificatioue introduoed. 
b,. cuosent of the Government into the originAl wording: .. Thot whOll it 
&haJJ. appear to Mr. Speaker, or to tho Chairman of Way. aM Mea", ... 
a committee of the whole Honee, during rm,. d.hate, that the IUbjeet hal 
b .... adequat.1y due_ed, and that it .. the evident sense of tho House, 
4r of the committee, that the quest.ion be DOW put, he may 80 infonn the 
.Honse or the committee; and., if a motion be made • That the question be 
DOW put: Mr. Speaker, or the Cha.irman, -sh&ll forthwith put such question; 
and. if the same he decided in the affirm&tive, the questionuuderdiscussion 
.shaJJ. ha put forthwith, provided thot the question, • thai the q .... ticm bs 
110UI put,' shall not be decided in the affirmative, if a division be taken, 
unless it shall appear to have been supported by more than 200 members, 
-or unl ... it ehaJJ. appear to hav. been opposed b,.lo .. thrm 40 m.mbers 
and supported by more tha.n 100 members." In the course of the discua. 
sion, the Speak.r (Sir H. Brrmd), having haen appssled to b,. a m.mb.r to 
.state what he would consider .to be II the evident 8eIl88 of the House" in 
.such a case, created a marked. impression by the reply, II I have no hesita
tion in stating that, according to my oonstruction of the resolution, it;. 
would be the duty of the Speaker to- -ascertain, as fM as he wa.s able, th8" 
evid.nt Boose of the Honee III larg.... Sir Stafford Northcote rema.rked 
thot this ..... so importrm~ a Btatem.nt, tho~ h. would aek the Prime 
.Minister whether he would introduce some worda into the resolution to' 
make tho point clear. Mr. Gladetone replied, thot if gentl.m.n w.", 
astisfied with the d.6nition given from the Chair, by aJJ. meena l.t th.m 
.note it as having been given; but he was not disposed to insert definitions 
b,. tbe Speaker into .. rol.. Anything, how.v.r, .. id by himsolf, or 
.anyone else in the Govemment, could ha.ve DO· eilect whatever in oom • 
. p.tition with what beci faJJ.0Il from the Chair. (Ch ..... ) . 

First Applica.tl.on of the Clo"""".~Thia took plaee on tho 24th 
·of F.brusry, lSSS. Mr. Gledston. hed moved tho~ tho ordinary motious 
.for the da,. b. pOBtpon.d until after an adjourn.d d.bate on the affaire of 
the Soudrm; but an Irieh m.mber having the first motion on the paper • 
.an amendment in his favour was proposed by some of his colleaguea~ , 
..Beveral other members of the sa.me section of the House haying spoken, 
the Speaker said, u It is my duty to inform the House that in my opinion . 
·th. question baa now haen edequatol,. discussed, rmd I gather that it is 
·the evident sense of the House that the question be now put. n Mr •. · 
Gledstone moved to that effect, amid much uproar from th. Irish m.mbere, 
·on. of th.m (Mr. O'Brien) being named b,. the Speak.r, and his auepen
.sion carried by 244 to 20. Mr. Gladstone's J]lotion forputtiDg the question 
w .. p .... d b,. 207 to 46; ami bio original motion to proceed with tho 
.adjourned d.bate was thon carried b,. 222 to 19. S.v.ral of the English 
• m.mbere h.lped the Irish division to make up tha 46; rmd beci the A,. .. 
. been BOven fewer, the Olosure would not have passed, as over two hundred 
TOtoo are required to carry thot measure if it be 0PPOBed b,. forty m.mb .... 
·Th. matter ..... brought bofore the House, during the following week, b,. 
.Mr. Sexton, member for Sligo, who moved the adjournment in ord.r to' 
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call atlention to the ~ctiOl) of the Choir; but the Speaker eaid 8 vital 
blow w(mid be &truck at f.he authority of the Choir,if it. rnlings wore to 
be ehallenged in this indirect manner. In common with other members~ 
ho had rights. and one ,of them was thot, if his conduct waa impugned, it 
should be in a form which would permit the opinion of the Houe to be
tested. He therefore took upon himself to rule the proposed motion out, 
olorder.-Mr. Sexton' thereupon asked. the Prime Minister to give him a 
day •. but Mr. Glad.tone declined, not reeognising any urgency in the 
matter. 

Comparative Failure of the lfew:a.ulea.-Notwithstanding aIr 
that had been done in the automn aession specially ca.1led for the purpose 
in 1882. we find Mr. Glodetone making the following remarks on laying 
the foundation atone of the N ationa! Liberal Club, Nov. 4, 1884: .. Belie.e· 
me, the House of Commons at this moment has connected with it, not a. 
single, but a double work of reform.. There is a reform without, in the TR8t 

extension of the constitueney; but, not less importa.nt, there is also to be
performed a great work of reform within. For that nollIe .... mbly. the 
first deliberative assembly in the world, is now doomed to see its efficiency
impaired and its dignity destroyed by the advantage which its own too 
generous rules have enabled individuals and sections to take. 80 that the
House itself has become the slave of those individuaJs and sections, and 
nothing can relieve it from that slavery except a great and drastic change
in the forme of it. procedure. To every one of you, hordly Ie .. than tb., 
great question of the frsnchise and wh&t is immediately connected with 
it. I commend the consideration of that subject, which I assure you is not. 
less pressing and not 1~S8 impnrtant than any constitutional question that· 

. has ever been brought before the people o~ this conntry!'-The whole 
subject had to be taken up by the Government next in power. and furthe .... 
rule. and modifioetions were adopted. 

The lfew :a.ules of 1887.-The first of th ...... now rulee. eata· 
blishing on amendod form of the Olosure, was e.arried in the House o£ 
CommoDe on the 18th of Ma.rch, 1887, by a majority of 262 against 41. 
It ran 88 follows: .. That, after a question has been. ~oeed. a member
rising in his place may claim to move 'That the questiouj"be now put.' 
and, unleas it shall appear to the Choir th.t .uoh motion is an abnee of· 
the rulee of the Honee. or an infringement of the right. of the minority • 

. the queetion, • That the queetion be now put,' sholl b. put forthwith and 
clecided without amendment or d.hote. • • Provided always ~t que .. 
tions for the closure of debate shall not b. decided in the affirmative, if a 
division be taken,.unless it shall appear, by the numbers declared from the 
Choir. thet suc,h motion was supported by more than 200 members, or waa 
opposed h)' Ie .. than forty members and supported by more than 100 
members. P,'Ovided always that thie rule shall !>e put ill torce only when 
the Speaker or the Chairmanot Ways and M$aD8 is in the chair." On the 
motion of Mr. W. H. ~lllith. "the rule was at onae made a standing ~rder' 
of the Houa.. At a protraeted sitting which oommenced three days alta .. 
(Maroh 21) It waa .nfo ... ..! for ~. firet tim .. hy a majority of 207 
agoinot 54, 
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Vacation of a S ... t.-The Chilteru Kundreds.-By ancient 
law. a member of Parliament cannot 'Voluntarily vacate his seat; but on 
accoptonoo of on office nud .. the C .. wn his eoat is ncated as a matter of 
course, the role being that he must return to his constituents for them to 
.xp ..... their approval of ouch a .tep, by ro-electing him. The .teward
ship of the Chiltom Hundreds is an ancient office, entailinb'. now, neither 
duty nor emolument; but its acceptance affords to a member of Parlia
ment a ready means of resigning his position, and the office is retained 
for the convenience of members of the House. It is in the gift of the 
Chancellor of the Exehequsr, and it has some tim .. heoo applied for and 
resigned by ditferont persons throe or fom: tim .. within a "e.k. An 
interesting question respecting application for tho office arose in July, 
1880. At the general election in the pranollS April, Mr. Dodson (for
merly Chairman of Committeoa in the H01lSO) hed been returned for 
Chester, but, accepting office in Mr .. Gladstone's Ministry ·formed soon 
after, he bed gone back to his conotitoente, and was ro-olected. . A petition, 
however, waa presented ago.inst his first return. and, on hearing, tho 
judges pronounced such retum null and void on the ground of bribery 
and treating, but that no corrupt practice bed boen proved agaiDet the 
candidate. The question as to the legality of the second election was 
not rai.ed, Mr. Dodson applying for the ChUtem Hundreds, and being 
returned for Scarborough soon after. It was remarked in the House that 
there was no former instance, in the history of the British Parliament, 
of a Cabinet Minister having accepted eo humble an office ao the .teward
ship in question. With regard to the practice of bestowing it, Mr. 
Gladstone sa.id that the role was .. to consider whether t.he gentleman who 
asks fCor the office can by possibility be escaping from any duty he OW8S 

to Pa.rliament, or any law under which he has come by his election to 
Parliament; and, unless there is some ground or colour of positive objec_ 
tion of this nature, to grant the office without moJrlng further inquiry." 

The Stewardship Befused.-An iDetan.e of this kind occurred 
in 1~2. Mr. Goolbum, then Chancellor of the Exchequsr, declined 
granting the office to Viscount Chelsea, on account of a suspected 
&nangement for the purpose of avoiding investigation into bribery; but 
he Mid in his letter"that .. under ordinary circumstances I should not feel 
justified in availing myself of the diseretion vested in me to refuse or 
delay the appointment for which you 'have applied. when sought for with 
a view to the resignation of a seat in Parliament." 

lI'ew Writs.-Under an Act of George m .. five members are 
appointed for the pUt'pDSe of issning writs, in the event of the illness or 
death of the Spsaker. The appointments are mede at the opening of 
each Parliament. 

The Kouse of Commons at St. Ma.rga.ret's Church.-Qn 
Sunday, March 22,1887, in accordance with a resolution passed in the 
previous week, the House of Commons attended a special service at St. 
:Margaret's, Westminster, to celebrate the. jubilee of her Ma.jesty's reign. 
The Speaker was attended by two ex-Speakers and about 450 members of 
the House. The last occasion of such an ,attendance was on Sunday, 

"-,, 
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May 4. 1856. which day had been appointed for thanksgiving in respect 
of the treaty of peace with RUBSi. at the doee of the Crimean War. 
Formerly the Speaker and the House naed to attend St. Margaret'. on 
the days of wha.t were knOWD 88 the State services, namely: J annary 30 
(King Chari .. • ... Martyrdom "). November 5 (Gunpowdsr Plot). the day 
of the King's or Queen's accession, and May 29 (restoration of King 
Charle.ll.). These .erviee. were abolished in 1858. 

AlljoU1'11Dlenll of l' .... liament over the Derby Day.-Lord 
Palmerston, in moviDg the customary adjournment over the Derby day in 
ISS7, alluded to it as "the ,day on which our Isthmian ga.mes are 
celebrated." An interesting discll8Bion on the motion arose in 1872. On 
the evening before the Derby day in that year, the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Gladstone) moved the aIljournment. The motion was opposed by 
Mr. Thomas Hugh ... who remarked that the Honoe hod recently waivod 
ito former obesrvance of Aocenoion Day. and it woold be otoltifying·itself 
DOW to aocrifiee a whole day to the festival of the turf. The turf. he o&id, 
whatever it might have done for the breed of horses, had given the 
British DAtion a system of gambling the JP,ost corrupt, the most insidious, 
and the most mischievous that had ever cursed any country in the world. 
-Mr. Locke charged the honourable member with inconsistency. and said 
Mr. Hugh.. woold prohobly go to the Derby bimsclf.-CoL Beresford 
hoped the honourable member woold divide the House. && he threatened. 
for the result woold probably be to prevent hia ever intorferiog in thp 
ma.tter again.-Mr. Gladstone, in reply, said: "The House agreed with 
his honourable friend in his denunciation of the foolish. vicious. and even 
ruinously vicious practices in many cases associated with what they never
thele .. believed to be in itself a noble. manly. distinguished. and he might 
almost .. y hiatorica1ly D&tiona! sport. The Honse woold act OD the 
principle that it was not bound.. and that it was not expedient, to take 
cognisance, i.b. connection with such a motion as this. of abuses which, 
after all, were not essential to the sport itself. Moreover, were it to take 
cognisance of thooe abno ... and to lake ito stand on the. extremely detri· 
mental character of some of those practices, it ougM. to do something a 
little more decided than decliniDg to adjourn over the mol'llOW, and should 
in its legislative capacity ma.ke them the object of some aggressive 
act.ion." On a. division there appeared, for the adjournment. 212 j against 
it. 58· majority. 154.-ln 1876 a division again took place on the subject, 
Mr Disrae1i (the Premier) moving. and Sir Wilfrid Lawson and Mr. 
Bright opposing, the adjournment. The numbers then were, for the 
adjournment. 207; against. 118 i majority. 89.-The House sat, without 
division on the subject, on the Derby day which fell May 24, 1882; 
the first time for thirty-six years. The meMure _ betore the House was 
the Prevention of Crime (Ireland) Bill: It was· underotood that the 
sitting should not be takeu as a precodent for future occasions. In 1891 
the aIljournment was ean·ied by 1S7 to 109. 

The ministerial Whitebait Dinner.-Thi. &nnW feotivity 
at the end of the Parliamentary session is believed to have originatod 
towards the olo.e of the last century. when Sir Robert Preston. a wealthy 
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.. erehant residing at Dagenham in Essex, and representing Dover in 
Parliament, was accustomed to invite his friend Mr. George Rose. Secre
tary to the Treasury, to partake of his hospitality. B,. Mr. Rose's 
.suggestion, Mr. Pitt was asked to participate, and made his visit yearly. 
The loca.lity being inconvenient, it was decided to change. it for Greenwich, 
and by degrees other Minisf:.ers were invited. until in time the dinner 
assumed au exclusively Ministerial character. It was continued &D.D.ually 
until Mr. Gladstone's A dmjuistration came into office in 1868. when it was 
discontinued; but it was revived b,. Mr. Disraeli in 1874, and Mr. Glad. 
stone afterwards resumed its annual celebration. 

Smoking in Parliament.-Members appear occasionally to have 
indulged themselves in the House b,. the use of the fragrant weed. The 
.st&nding orders issued about the middle of the seventeenth century contain 
the following: "Ordered. that no member of the House do presume to 
.smoke tobacco in the gallery. or at the table of the House, sitting as 
Committees." . 

The B.ush to Dinner.-As it has been (sa,.. Forster) with man,. a 
modern Mr. Speaker between the hours of seven and eight in the evening, 
80 fared it with Mr. Speaker Leuthal, between twelve and one mid.day. 
One day the rush of members out of the house at that hour. during a 
debate on suppl,.. had been such th.t he was fain liatl,. to tell them" the,. 
were unworthy to sit in this great and wise assembly in a parliament, that 
would so run forth for their di1lIl8rs.» 

Ministers and the Dinner K01l1'.-In the debate on the Addr"". 
in February, 1884, the proposers of an amendment adverse to the Govern. 
ment, respecting aiIairs in Egypt. were allowed to remain unanswered 
from the Treasury bench. and, a division being taken during the usua.l 
dinner hour. it was uegatived. by a considerable m.a.jority. Mr. Glach!toue 
was taken to task the following evening, for not having secured the con. 
tinuance of the debate, on an urgent public question j and, in defending 
the conduct of the Government, he said: .. As my Parliamentary life com. 
menced almost immedia.toly after my non-age disappeared. I am in Do 

position to speak with some experience. So far as my knowledge goes, 
when it has happened that the motion made has occupied the House unt.il 
half-past seven or eight o'cloc~ it has not been usual for the Minister 
replying OD the part of the Government t.o rise at that hour. Of course, 
I speak from recollection. The only case which happens to be in my 
memory is but partial in its application. But I remember perfectly well 
that in, I think, 1863, the right honourable gentlema.n who was then leader 
of the Opposition (Mr Disraeli) moved a vote of want of confidence against 
her Majesty's Government, and it was my duty to reply. When the clock 
reached the hour of seven. Lord Palmerston began to remonstra.te with me 
on the question whether I ~hould follow at & time so-nea.r the dinner hour. 
:M:r Disraeli spoke till a quarter or half past seven; and I-probably 
desirous of getting rid of my speech-rose and followed him; but I was 
very much remonstrated with by members of the House, and particularly 
on our own aide of the House, for having delivel'ed a defence of the 
Government to empty benches. That, be it rememlJ.c\·cc1. was not a case ,.,.2 
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when tb. debale had reach.d .ight o'clock; and it woo p.rf.ctly und.r
stood b.tween us, on the authority of Lord Palm.raton, that if Mr 
msra.1i had spoken a qnsrler of an hour longer, I woo to postpone my 
reply. That, I 'f'enturo to affirm, is Parliamentary usage." 

The .. Dinne .... bell .. of the House.-I am indebled to a friend 
(eays Professor Pryme) for the following, .. An aneedote is told of David 
Hartl.y, the dinner.bell of the Hons., getting np to sp.ak Sir Robart 
Walpole took the opportunity of taking his ride, and went home, ehanged. 
his dre .. for riding costum., rode to Hampstead, returned, put on fnll 
dress and cam. down to the Honse, when h. found D. Hartley still on hi. 
lege, not having finisb.d his epa.ch. » 

Shabby Peers.-m the Parliam.nt which .... mbl.d at Drogh.ds 
Dec. 1, 1494. (relates O'Flanagan), the lords spiritual and lemporal w.re 
.njoin.d to appear in .very Parliam.nt in th.ir robes, 00 the lords of 
England. Th. reason assigncd for this was .. that during the spsAl. of 
tw.nty ysare the English lords of Ireland had, throngh pennrionsn .... 
done away the said robes, to their own great dishonour, and the rebuke of 
all the whole land." 

Wea.ring of Spurs in the House.-In the 39th year of Elizabeth, 
the House was cautioned by one of the Ministers that "none should enter
with their spurs;" and a little later, we are told, It 1&. Speaker showed 
to the House that Bome partioular members- found themselves aggrieved 
that the anci.nt ord.r for putting off th.ir spurs, before they cam. into, 
the Parliament Honse, was not obs.rv.d,. which h. prayed might be 
don.. Others ..nggested that bo,ots and rapiers be taken away; but nothiog 
was done thereon." . 

Swords Porbidden.- Lord Strafford (aays Townsend), wh ... 
Vic.roy of !noland, issu.d a proclamation to regnlate Parliamentary 
sittings, and expressly forbade the entrAnce of any member of either 
Hous. with his sword. All ob.yad .... pt the yonog Earl of Ormond, 
who told the usher of the black rod, on demanding his sword, that he 
should have no sword of his .xe.pt through his (th. noh.r's) body. 
Eqnally concise and d.terminad was the rejoind.r of the· spirited Irish 
nobleman when, in reply to the irritsted inquiry of th. Lord D.puty 
himself, what were his reasons for such insolent behaviour, he laid on the 
tebl. his Majesty's writ whieh had summoned him to Parliament, .. cine. 
tum cum gladio/' or Ie pel\' cinctnram gladii." 

"TotteDham in his Boots. "_A very trifting ci.rcnmstance marb 
the ..... to... and I(l'avity of the dre.. insisted on ahant 1730 in the 
Irish Honso of Oommons. Oolonel Totlenham was called "Tottenlmm 
in his Boote;" because, ha.ving just come to town~ and hearing of the 
important business tllen under tiiscussioD. he hurried down to the House 
without giving himself time to take his boots oil. The members stared; 
And the older ones, as I ha.vo beon well assured, muttered snelly and loudly 
at this orying innovatiOD, as they termed it.-Hardy·. .. Mem.oir. qf 
Charlemont." . 

Going to Court in Top-Boots.-Wh.n th~ "",olution for an 
addre .. to the King to make pe ... with Am.ri.., in 1'182, was oarried by 
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-the Opposition byave'Ysmall m&jority. it was decided tbat tbe addressbe 
taken up to tbe Throne by tbe wbole Honse. In order (.ays Profossor 
Pryme)to mark tbeirsense of tbe treatment tbeybad been receiving from 
-the Court, the county members went up to the Throne, according to their 
privilege. in leather breech.. and top.boots. instead of eourt dress-& 
privil~0'8. of course, very seldom exercised. The Coon was not behind. 
ha.nd with them; for. as a ma.rked Aud well underst,ood insult to the 
Opposition. General Arnold (just returned from Ameri •• ) was pieced 
conspicuously on the King's right hand, where he was visible to the whole 
-body of the members. 

The Last of an Old School.-Mr. George Byng (says Lord 
Dalling) was the last M.P. who was seen in the Honse of Commons with 
-tbe top-boots tbat formad part of tbe costume of the Pitt and Fox epoch. 
He ropresented Middlesex in Parliament for fiity-six years-from 1790 

· till his dnatb in 1846. It was aleo noted by the Quarterly Beoiew that 
there was one pair of breeches with gaiters in the House of Commons as 
late as 1862. on tbe pereon of Sir Charles Burrell. who sat for Shoreham 
in fourleen consecntive Parliaments, from 1806 till his deatb in tbe year 
-above mentioned.-

Correct Costume.-Profe.... Pryme oolls the following, Th. 
mover and seconder of the address in answer to the King's speech always 
-appeared in .. un d..... but tbe rest stood in a semicircle before tbe 
throne, in their ordinary morning dress. On tho presenta.tion of the 
address in 1835, one honourable member chose to appear in court dress, 
and seeing himself. when we were assembled previously. differently 

· habited from the others. inquired if he were correct; to which the Speaker 
(Abercromby) 8ll8Wered. I( SingulMly correct. air," 

Tall l'4embers.-An incident which attracted attention occurred' 
'in the Honse in March, 1883. Mr. Brewster bad been returned for 
port&rlingkm. in the Conservative interest, and was noticed 88 one of the 
tsllest members in tbe assembly. his height being 6 feet 4i inches. He 
was introduced by two other Irish members, also on the Conserva.tive 

.side, who were nearly as tall-Mr. Tott.enham, member for Leitrim, and 
Oolonel King-Harman, for the Isle of Thanet. respectiv01y measuring 
6 feet 3 inches. The Times remarked, .. As tbe three stalwart Irish 
representatives waJ.ked up the Hoor of the House, they were received with 
loud cheel'S and some good-humoured la.ughter." But the two tallest 
representatives in Parliament at the time exteeded either of these in 
stators. measuring 6 feet 5 inches each. and were found on the opposite 

'Bide. They were Mr. Ootes, who sat for Shrewsbury. a.nd Mr. Whitbrend, 
member for Bedford. 

Pbysica.l IDfirml.ty in Members.-Mr. Arthur M'Murrougll 
· Kavanagh, a gentleman who had the misfortune to be without legs and 
witb trune.ted 1U'DlS. W88 elected for Wexford in -1866. and afterwards 
for Carlow county. He aat for the latter constituency for several years, 

· and on more than ODS occasion, being lifted on to & bench, spoke remarkably 
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well. Mr. Henry Fawcett. who had lost his sight by an accident iD 
.hooting. was retumed for Brigbton in 18SS. and afterwards for Hackney_ 
He will be remembered as an .. meient Postmaster·Goneral in Mr. Glad
stone's second Administration. Auotber blind member was returned by 
Brighton in 1886. in tho person of Mr. W. T. Robortoon. He was ap
pointed a member of th. Royal Commi .. ion for inquiring into tho 
condition of the Blind. Deaf. and Dumb in 1688. and was knighted for 
his services in connection with it. Mr. W. A. MacdOll&ld, who was, 
returned UDopposed for the Ossory division of Queen's county in 1886,. 
was also blind, haling lost his sight at the age of thirteen; notwith
standing which he obtained honours at Trinity College, Dublin . 

.a. Member Counting Himself Out.-The following incident is. 
mentioned by Mr. R.F. PRlgrave: .. About a score of representatives were 
being addressed on a very ~porta.nt subject by & very serious brother 
member. Vexed by the .canty attendance that li.tened to him. he joked 
about the crowded bench ... the packed house. that he pretended to see. 
around. The jest was fatal; he had referred to the number present ... 
- Order! order!' from the chair silenced the debater. Amazed he sat 
down, quite ignorant of the e1feet of his wit. Then the Speaker, in due 
custom, began the regular • One, two, three --.' Soon all was over;. 
the two millutes elapsed; only twenty heads were counted, &l1d the. 
HoUse broke up, much in laughter at the luckless orator, who had: 
counted himself out." 

A Miscount.-A division took place in the House of Commons, May 
17th, 1871, on the second reading of the Permissive Prohibitory Liquor 
Bill, moved by Sir Wilfrid Lawson, when the numbers were declared to. 
bo, lor the second reading, 124 j against. 206--82. The tellers for the, 
.. ayes" on this occasion were Sir W. Lawson &l1d Lord C. Hamiltoni for 
the "noe .... Mr. WIt.elbonse and Mr. Amphlett. On the following day 
Sir W. Lawson, addressing the Speaker, said: I. Yesterday. when· the 
division took place on the second reading of the Permissive Bill, 'the, 
honourablo member for Leeds (Mr. Wheelhouse) gaTe in the numbers of 
the majority .. 206. whereas it appeoro from the voloB that only 196 
mombers voted against .the bill" At a later period of the Bitting, 
Lord C. Hsmilton (who .tood before the toble with Mr. Whoclhonas •. 
addre .. ing the SI,.nker) .aid he wished to .tots that tho number of' 
I< noes " in the divitlion was erroneously announced to be 206 instead 
of 196-the latter being the Dumber which eorrooponded with the· 
division list. 

Alon. in the Lobby.-Mr. Fawcett was incorrectly ststed to have 
been the first member who ever appeared alone in'the division lobby. 
of the House of Commons. Mr. James Grant, howBnr, mentions the 
cas. of • Mr. Halcomb. during tlte Speakership of Sir Chari .. Manners 
Sutton. The occasion 011 which .Mr. Fawcett thus -appeared was the 
motion fur a grlWt of £30,000 for the maniage portion of the Princess. 
Louise, February 16, 1871. The n ayes" were 850 against one II no i ... 
Mr. Fawc.tt had for his tellers Mr. Taylor and Sir Q. Dilke. In April. 
1875. Dr. Kenealy also'fonnd himself alone, on a motion concerning "tho· 
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Claimant," the numbers heing 1 to 433. Another .... occurred in the 
""';on of 1886. 

A .. Glorious lIItinorit7."-In the Honee of Lords, towards the 
close of the last eentury. there was a peculiar instance of voting alone. 
A motion being before the House 00 the question of the conut..,. going to 
war with France, the Duke of Somerset called for a division, when he 
appeared alone in opposition to the motion. To commemorate hie course 
of action, he caused & medal to be struck in honour of II The Glorious 
Minority of One." 

Vote by Proxy in the :Lords.-A select oommittee of the House 
of Lords beving reoommended that the oustom of Toting h,. pro.,. be 
abandoned, a standing order .... passed (March 81, 1886), .. that the 
practice of e&lling for proxies on 8 division be discontinued, and that two 
days' notice be given of any motion for the suspension of the order." 
Lord MaJ.mesbury gives in his U Memoirs n the following letter written to 
hUn h:r Mr. Disraeli when this subject was nuder discussion: .. Jw,.10, 
1867.-M,. dsar Malmeshury,-The Constitution of this oonutry is & 

Monarch,., modified in its aetion b,. the oo-ordinate anthorit,. of Estates 
of the Realm. An Estate is a politioal order invested with privilege for 
a pnblic purpo.e. There are three Estates-the Lords Spiritual, the 
Lords Temporal, aod the Commons. The Estates of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal being very limited in number, their members can easily 
meet in their own chamber. The Estate of the Oommons being, on the 
contrary, very numerous, choose, for convenience, representatives instead 
of holding general meetings, like the Polish Dieta. The Honse of Com. 
mons is not an Estate of the Realm; its members al'e only the prones of 
an Estate. The Lords, in using proxies, possess and exercise the same 
privilege as the Commons, and no more j and if it is not convenient for 
them to attend the meetinge of their orders, the,. beve tha right to choOse 
their representatives." Lord Malmesbury adds in a note: U This letter 
from Lord Beaconsfield was elicited, at my reqnest, by the motion of the 
late Lord Stanhope in the House of Lords, abolishing the nee of prones. 
It never was debated on really constitutional grounds, but merely on that 
of convenience j and the Peers appeared to have no idea of their origin, 
and that the custom was not a pee~ privilege or an anomaly in the 
Constitution." 

The HOUBe of :Lords &no!. the llIfinistr;y.-The House of Lords 
bas many times during the p1'esent century voted adversely to the Govern
ment of the day, but no division in that Chamber for npwards of & century 
has bad the direct result of turning out one Ministry and putting in 
another. The l&st occasion on which 8uch effect was pl'oduced by the 
action of the Lorde was in Deeember, 1788. Fox's East India Bill, 
trsnsferring the government of British India frcm the Company to Com
missioners to be Damed by the House of Commons, had passed that House 
in ita last stages by majorities of more than two to ODe i and Ministers 
were confident, for a while, of being .bls to ear..,. the measure through 
tha Lords. The,. were neverthel ... beaten on the second reading b,. 95 
votee to ·76. .. We are not ,.et out," wrote Fox ioqnedistel,. after, .. but I 
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suppose we eba.ll be to.morrow. However. we are so StroDg that nobody 
.Ise can underta.k. the government withont madne .. ; and if th.y do I 
think we ehaJ.l destroy them almost &8 soon as they are formed." In 
.this. however. he waS mistaken. The King. bding Ministe!'l:l slow to 
resign. diami ... d them. Th. Adminiotration which sn .... ded lasted for 
seventeen year8~ 

An Empty :Lobb;y.-At tbe sitting of July 31, 1882. a resolution 
respecting ino .. ase of pay to certain oflieera of the Irish Oonstabulary 
was brought forward at a. late hour. A division was ebeIlenged by 
Mr. Biggar. and Mr. O'Oonnor waa named with him aa .. cnnd teller. 
'.!'he numbers were reported, 20 for the resolution. and none against; 
wh.reupon. the noceaeary quornm of forty memb ... being palpably ab •• nt, 
the Hous. stood adjourned. 

The Voice Ovemdes the Vote.-On the report of the Holyrood 
Park Bill, in 18:&3, a member ('ailed out with the (I noes," II The noes 
beve it," and thus forced tbet porty to a division. although he ..... about 
to vote with the u ayea." On bis return. his Tote was claimed lor the 
.. no ..... and the Speaker ordered that it should be oounted with them, 88 

the m.mber bad declared himself with them in the Houoe. 
Divisions in I'ull J[ollses.-The division which overthrew Lord 

Derby's second Administration in J una, 1859, by a majority of 13. drew 
together the greatest numh8l' of members ever recorded to have 88S8mbled 
in the House of Commons. There vot.,d (including tellers) 637, to who~ 
must be added the Speaker.-On the occasion of the .. cond reading of 
the Reform Bill of the Ruooell Administration in May. 1866. the total 
numb... preaent w.re 686. 318 voting with the Governm.nt and 313 
against. Th. Hou.. was thle time ouly e1.ven membe.. short of ito 
possible number, :lor eleven seata were vacant; and of the absentees. two 
memb ... had paired.-Th. division in IBM on Mr. Disraeli's motion of 
censure upon Lord Palmerstou's Government :lor his policy respecting 
Danish &il'ai ... brought tog.th.r 613; &ad the aeeond reading of the Irish 
Chureh Bill in lS69 was d.cided by a Honse (including tb. Speaker) of 
618. In former tim... before the preeent facilities for travolling were 
brought into ~8tence. t.be numbers were na.turally much smaller; but the 
principal divisions on the Reform Billo of 1831·82 called up respectively 
60S. 603. and 599 m.mb.re. (See' also p. SSS.) 

Bepe&ted Divisions in the House of Commons.-In Mareh. 
1771. the Oppooition.1ed by Burk •• divided the Houoe twenty.folll tim .. 
(until four o'clock in the morning) on a proposition to call to the bar 80me 
printe .... for beving publish.d reports of Parliamentary proeeedingo.-In 
1839. nin. votaro against 127 .. mp.lled sixteen divisiouo 011 the Oopyright 
BiII.-On th. 3rd of Angnst, 1876. repeated divisiouo to adjourn an edu. 
cational d.bate w.re fore.d by memb ... of the Liberal party. until at poet 
feur in th. morning the Ohancellor of the Exch.quer (Sir S. North.ot.) 
declared th.t h. thought it was now more consisteo& with the dignity of 
the Hous. to give way than to p .... v ..... and himsalf moved the adjOIlM' 
lUoot of the debo.te, in opposition to the wishes of some of his own party. 
WhUe the motion fcr adjournment was being pe .. isted in. a member (Mr. 



PARLIAMENTARY USAGES, ETO. 617 
Sullivan) rem&rked that the en.mple of this mode of Parliamentary pro· 
cednre would not be lost on the Irish party. (See nnder .. Obstrnction.") 

Divisions in the Kouse of Lords.-The greatest number of vote. 
recorded in the House of Lords in the present century were given on the 
4th of August, 1880. The me&8tlre before the Houee W&8 the Compo ...... 
tion for Disturb ... ce (Ireland) Bill, the second rceding of which W&8 . 

refueed by 282 against 51; majority 231, out of a total of 333. It W&8 

pointed out that, while ou1y 51 Liberal members voted for the bill, 68 of 
the usual supporters of Mr. Gladstone's Govemment were found in the 
majority against ito-On the .... nd reeding of the Irish Church Bill, in 
June, 1869, the number of lords voting was 325, and the bill was carried 
by 179 to 146. In the latter case the pa.irs were eighteen, and in the 
former fourteen. 

-:ria. in the House ot Lords.-In August, 1883, a division took 
pl&ce in the Honee of Lords, on certain amendmente by the Houee of 
Commons to the Agricultur&l Holdings (England) Bill. A motion to 

. agree with these amendments was proposed by Lord Carlingfol'd, repre
senting the Government, and opposed by the Marquis of Salisbury. 
There appeared-ConteD.ts, 48; DOD-contents, the same number. The 
Lord Chancellor hereupon said that, according to the rule of tho House, 
.he declared the non-cont.ents had it; but when the next motion was put
viz., to amend the amendment, &S proposed by the Marquis of Sa1isbury
the &sme rul. would lead to e"""tly the opposite result. (Langhter.)-The 
Duke of Buccleuch S&id he did not understand that.-The Lord Chancellor 
explained that when the numbers were equal, the House acted on the 
maxim, aemper preaumitur pro ftegante; and the question was always 
decided in the negative. After consultation with the clerk at the table 
(Sir William Rose) he found that, if the House W&S equally divided on the 
next motion, it would then be his duty to put the question that the House 
do insist on its amendment.-The House then di'Vided on the motion that 
the amendment be amended, as proposed by the Marquis of S&lisbury. 
There appeared: Contents, 49; non-contents, 48; majority. 1. One Doble 
lord, who had abstained from voting in the first division, came to the 
support of the Marquis of Salisbury on the .econd. 

Small Audiences in the Lords.-In Jnne, 1884, the Earl of 
Rosebery. in moviDg for & select committee to consider the best. means of 
promoting the efficiency of the House of Lords. alluded. among other 
matters. to the quorum of t,he House, which three peers were sufficient to 
constitute.· Their lordships, he said, could compare that somewhat 
inadequate number with the quorum of the House of Commons, namely, 
40. H. remembered a noble lord [LeitrimJ addressing for folir hours the 
noble snd learned lord on tho wool&&ek and the noble lord who had 
to reply. There was a still stronger case which might be legenda.ry, 
but which W&8 alleged to have occurred when Lord Lyndhurst W&8 

on the woolsa.ek: A ,noble Rnd leamed lord was addressing the House 
on a point of no great public interest, and Lord Lyndhurst, who W&S 

anxious to go to diDDer, became most impatient as the hlUlds of th .. 
cIcek pointed.e.rer and ne .... r to eight. He kept looking at his 
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watcb, and perbaps feigned sleep, but to DO purpose. At last be said, 
U This is too bad j cannot you stop P By Jove, if you don't stop I will 
count you ont"-which was a. threat well within the competency of the 
Doble and learned lord, because be and tbe speaker were the only peers 
present at the time. 

Measures l'asseel by Small M&joritieB.-In advocating' the 
first of his Procedure Resolutions, whicb provided for tbe closure of debate 
OD the vote of a bore majority (see p. 606), Mr. Gladstone adduced the 
following facts in support of his argument: "There is but one Bound prin
ciple in this House, and that is that the majority of the House shall prevail. 
The whole ~ our p'lOCeediJIgs are founded upon it; and what consequences 
hayS followed P A. majority of :6.\~ threw out the Melbourne Government 
in 1839 j a majority of five threw out Lord John Russell's Government in 
1866; a majority of three threw out the Government of whicb I had the 
honour to be the bead in 1873; & majority of two brought in the Publio 
Educat.ion Act; a majority of one threw out the Government of Lord 
Melbourne, or at least caused the dissolution of Pa.rliamcnt in ISU. A 
majority of one carried the Reform Bill of 1832, when, if that majority 
bad been the other way, unquestionably whatever bill was pessed would 
have beon of an entirely di.1ferent character. A resolution even more 
important was that brought forward by Mr. Pitt in the Act of Union in 
1799. An amendment adverse to th.t Act was proposed; 105 voted for 
the amendment, and 106 voted for the Act of Union; and thus b:r a 
majority of one was canied one of the largost, most important. and most 
remarkable changes ever accomplished by a legislative body." 

Ministry Voting with Oppositioll.-A very remarkable division 
ocourred in the .... ion of 1884. The Government had heen .. ked by the 
Opposition to assign a dey on which a vote of censure might be brought 
forward respecting Egyptian ailairs; and. 88 usual iu such cases, had dODe 
so. Accordingly, on the 80th of June Mr. Gladstone, as Prim. Minister, 
rose to move u that the orders of the day be postponed" until the notice 
concerning Egypt had been dispossd of. Mr. Forster (at the time ont 
of oJIice, and acting independently) Jiereupon interposed with the remark 
that the discnssion would apparently be highly incODYeniont at that par
ticular time. alt.hough. said he. It we have all collected together for a great 
party fight, and any gentleman who tried to prevent it wonId be in the 
position of one trying to prevent a prize.fight." Mr. Gladstone having 
admitted that he considered the proposed discussion U most inopportune 
and do.ngorous." Mr. GOBchen took the same line 88 Mr. Forster, and. 
remarksd that the House would best do its duty by refusing to postpon& 
the orders of the day, although the Goyernment had been bound to alford 
tho desired opportnnity. A division was take .. when there appeared
For Mr. Gladstone's motion. 148; agAinst it, 190. The'Dlembers of the 
Government voted in the same lobby with the Opposition, while most of 
their supporters were included in the majority "Mch defosted tho Minis
terial motion.-The matter was made 8 subject of eomment by the Marquis 
of Salisbury. few nights after in the House of Lords. H. said: "It is 
curious that Mr. Gladstone'. personal in1IUODC. and example shonId Dol 
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have boon able to draw any of his followers afOOr him into the lobby. Th .. 
contagion of mad rebellion Beems to bave seized them all, and those who 
never rebelled before, on this occasion lifted up their heels against their
master. It is very myoterious to thooo who only look on the reported 
circumstancoo of the case. I am told, on good authority, that the two
gentlemen whose function it is to marshal the forces of the Government
[the Junior Lords of the Treaoury) were, during that division, at tha door 
of tho lobby into whioh the Government and the Opposition went, and 
that. when asked by Liberal memben which way they were to go. instead 
of replying with enthusiasm, as might be expected, • Of course you are to· 
follow Mr. GJadotone: they immediately replied, • The bulk of the party 
is going tho other way.' And it is remarkable that afOOr thot, tha party 
Toted against Mr. Gladstone in sufficient numbers to neutralise his formal 
vote, and to give eftect to his exproaoed opioiona." (Laughter.) 

.. Blocking" Bills and Jli[otions. - A standiug order of th .. 
House of Commons (1879) forbade the bringing on of opposed bills sud 
motions after half-past twelve at night; and notice of opposition to such 
measures was therefore sufficient to limit the 'Opportunity for their dis.
cnssion to the earlier part of the proceedings, frequently c01l8umed by 
ot,her business. Members antagonistic to a particular bill customarily 
placed such notice of opposition on the paper~ and this was termed 
U blocking." In the session of 1882 the practice became very frequent, 
and members adopted it in retaliation for similar opposition given either 
w their own motions or those of their friends. Hence, sometimes, such 
C1'Q8S.firing as that mentioned in the following paragraph from a. daily 
newspaper of July, 1882, .. Mr. Labon.here hoe put down for Tussday 
next bis motion that Mr. Salt's select committee on Canals be nominated, 
and that Mr. Bradla.ugh be on the committee. This having been blocked 
by Colonel M&kins, Mr. Labonchero h.. countered by blooking every. 
uoopposed return moved by & COllServative, which hoe boen responded t<>
by Viscount Folkestone blocking every tmopposed return moved for by a" 

Liberal. As Mr. Laboucbsre refuses to withdraw his blooks unless Col. 
Makins takas oft his, sud sa Viscouot Folkestono refus .. to taka oft his. 
80 long 88 those of Mr. Labouehere Bre maintained, no return will be· 
moved for from either side of the House so long as Mr. Labouchere's.
committee is blocked by Colonel Makins:" (S .. slso p. 501.) 

An Ancient Usage Set Aside.-Mr. Trevelyan mentions (If Early 
Lile of Fox") tba.t the substitution of English for the ancient usage of" 
Latin in the names of daysaon Parliamenta.ry papers-u Thursday," for 
instance, for II Die J avis," &c.-was the first act of the first House of" 
Commons that wsa led by Mr. Gl.datone. Tbs chonge W/lS made. by 
unanimous consent, in February, 1866. 

:Proposed Alteration of the Sessiol1.-In the summer of 1883,. 
Mr. Broadhurst asked the First Lord of the Treasury whetber ho woukl 
consider the desirability of dividing the session inw two sittings, com·· 
men.ing the first we.k in March sud the third week in O.tober· 
respectively; sud whether, if ho hod any doubt as to the adviasbility or 
advising this change. he would take steps to ascertain the general opiniOD. 
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of the Hou .... the question.-Mr. G1adstons in repl" ssid: "I nodor. 
stand this question in substance to be, whether it is deemed expedient that 
we should revert to the old practice which prevailed at the beginning of 
the present centu:r;r and some time afterwards. thet Parliament should sit 
late in the autumn and take a coDBiderable vacati .. at Christmas. That 
question ~as been a good deal di..scussed in priorate, but not Tery much in 
the Ho .. e-at leaat not, I think. very roeentl". I think, however, it is 
pl&inly a question for the members of the H01l88 themselves in the maiD, 
and it will prohabl" be the duty of the Government to consider any 
definite indieation of their opinion .. the anbj .. t; bot not to raise the 
qneetion them .. I .... nnIoee they feol satisfied thet the desire of the Honse 
is in favour of the ehange." 

:Prevention of Crowds at Westminster Ha.1l.-To facilitate 
the attendance of members without interruption, both Houses order, at 
the commencement of each &e88ion. ff That the Commissioners of the 
Polioe of the metropolis do take care thet, during the s ... ion of P.,.liament, 
the passages through the streets loading to the h .... ha kept free and 
opon, and that no obstmetion be permitted to hinder the passage of the 
lords (or members) to and from this honae; and that no disorder be 
allowed in Westminster JIall, or in the paosages leading to this ho ... 
during the sitting of Parliament; and that ·there be no &nIloyance therein 
or thereabouts; and that the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod (or the 
Serjeant.at .. Arms attending this Hou .. ) do commnnieate this order to the 
~ommissioners aforesaid!'-

Limit .. tion of Privilege to Petition,-At the opening of the 
.... i .. in FebrulU"y. 1883. & demODatration was held in Trafalgar Sqnsro 
in faTour of Mr. Brsdlaugh being allowed to take his ... 1. On this 
(JCcasion the ... tomary pririlege of ten voters of &D1 constituency being 
allowed to proeent a petition through their member W&8 .. t ssid. by tho 
Serjeant-at.Arms, and not more than three members of any delegate body 
"Were permitted to enter the precincts of the House. 

The Cha,rtial; Petition of 1848.-On the loth of April the 
"Ho .. e. of Parliament ( .. yo the ,A .... ua! .Register) we .. filled with police, 
and. for the preservation of the peace. tho .troets were guarded by 170,000 
1IpeciaI constables. The petition, which .... to have been eamed in 
procession from Kenningt.on Common tD Westmmster. was transported 
hy the I ... ostentatious medium of .. vera! cabs. Feargu.s o'Coonor, in 
presenting it to the Ho .. e, stated thet it bore 5,706.006 signatures; but a 
"trict .sorutiny reduced these figureo to the otill very rsspeetable totsI of 
1,900.000. The Marquis of Lansdown.. in &nower to a queeti .. in the 
Ho ... of Lords, ssid. .. The meeting which was attempted to be beld 
to-day on Kennington Common was disporeed by the police .. I", without 
the assistance or even the preaonoe of a single 8oJdier." Lord Brougham 
held that .. thoee meetings thet .,.. oa1led, .. hether in Englaod or in 
Ireland, 'mODate. meetings,' are, in themselves, eaoentislly illegaI.p (See 
p.2~.) 

• Soo also p. 607, II Preaentmr Publia Petiti011l.If 
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Allitonster Petition.-On the .... mbling of the House of Com

mons on the 26th of J nne, 1890, members were surprised to find almost 
the entire space between the table and the bar occupied by a monstar 
petition, said to <ontain more than 600,000 sigustnres of inhabitanta of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in favonr of the Loeal Taxation Bill then 
before the HouSe. and which related to the brewers' interests. The 
document was presented by Mr. Wharton, the member for Ripon; it was 
said to be eight miles in length, and was contained in th~e enormous 
wooden cylinders, aach about 7ft. in diameter. Th ... cases were ranged 
one after the other along the Hoor of the House. and the contents were 
supplemented by two or three rolls of petitions, presumably too late to be 
included with the others, and lying on the floor just above the bar. The 

- cylinders were of such a height that members below the gangway, even 
when standing up, were unable to see gentlemen on the opposite side of 
the floor; and several complaints were made during the transaetion of 
private business, which precedes the presentation of pet-itions. In answer 
to one, the Speaker said he would direct the officers of the Houee to 
remove the obstruction, and perhaps the House would be satisfied that the 
petition had be.n preaented. (Laughter.) It would beprop.rly .xamined 
by tho Oommittee on P.titions. This being done .ome day. aft.r, tho 
committee reported that U in the petition presented on June 26 by Mr. 
Wharton from the inhabitanta of Great Britain and Ir.land, many of the 
Bignatures are in the same ha.n.dwriting, some names are fictitious, and a. 
very small number are obscene; and they are of opinion that the orders 
of the House have not been complied with." 

H .... sh Treatment of PetitioneH.-The Eentish Petition. 
-Mr. W. O. TOWll88nd gives the following account of the incidents 
attending th. presentation of this petition in 1701. A largo portion of 
the nation were irritated against the House of Oommons for their factious 
disputea with the Lords, 80m. of whom th.y impeached without pro' 
eeediug in the impeachment, and for' their unreasonable jealousies of 
William III. Th.leading gentry of K.nt discussed these gri.vanc •• ot 
the Maidatone Easter B88Sions, and drew up a petition expressing their 
hope c. that no pretence whatsoever shall be able to create a misunder. 
standing among onraolv •• , or th.loast distrust of his most .acred Maj.sty, 

o wh ... great actions for this nation are·writ in tho hoarte of his subj.cto, 
and can never, without the blackest ingratitude, be forgotten;" with 
more to similar effect. The petition was drawn up by Mr. William 
Colepeppor, the chairman, ,and signed by twenty-three of bis brother 
magistrates, twenty-one of the grand jury, and & number of free. 
holders, whose signatures in five hours completely covered the parch
m.nt. Fiv. of the loading g.ntry of the connty repaired to tho House 
with the p.t.ition. As th.y w.re waiting in tho lobby, Mr. M.redith, 
one of the county members, came out and informed them of the, exira_ 
ordinary excitement into which its arrival had thrown the Honse; Mr. 
How saying, if th.r. wore 100,000 hands to this p.tition, th.y .hould b. all 
mad .... mpl •• of; and SirEdward Seymanr threatening th.t the whole 
<onnty ahould b. doubly tax.d, and the •• tate. of those who pre .. nted 
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the petition cdnfiscated. The country gentlemen stood their gronnd 
undaunted. Their leader, Colepepper, applied \0 himself the aaying of 
Luther to those who would have d.issua.ded him from entering Worms, that 
II if every tile on the roof of the cha.pel of St. Stephen's were a devil he 
would present this petition-tha.t if none of the members would do their 
country so much service as to present their grievances to Parliament, 
embodied in a legal petition, they would knock at the door of the House, 
and deliver it themselves." A member at length having ventured to rise 
with the obnoD01l8 document, the Speaker decla.red that it was the usage 
of the House. when a petition was presented, . that the persons who 
.brought it ought \0 be ready with it \0 justify ita conlanta. Tho little 
band of patriota were accordingly eaUed \0 the bar and addreseed by the 
Speaker, Mr. Harley, They were.asked if they owned the petition, and 
hAving acknowledged it, were directed to withdraw and expect the order 
<>f the House. Thoy were detained in the lobby five houre. and their 
feare played upon by a measege from Sir Edward Seymour, thet Mr • 
. How was then spea.king, &D.d would continue to speak for some time, 
to give them tim'8 for repentance, and by a timely acknowledgment 
to save themselves from ruin. The House, finding at length that the 
petitioners were n.ot to be subdued by menaces, n resolved. that their 
petition was scandalous, iDSOleni, and seditious, tending to destroy the 
constitution of Parliament, and to subvert the established government of. 
these realms." As lit. natul'aJ. sequel to this fiery resoluti()n, the H01l88 

.ordered that the petitioners be committed to Newgate. where they 
lingered till the prorogation on June 23rd-a period of two months. 

l' .. bricatioll of Sigll&tures to l'etitiolls.-On the 23rd of June, 
1887, one Reginald Bidmead was brought \0 the bar of the House of 
Commons in the custody of the Sergeant-at-Arms. and, in accordance 
with & resolution of the House, was reprimanded by ,the Speaker for 
having fabricated signatures to petitions on the .c,qal. and Wine Duties 
peyable in the City of London. The Speaker in o.nveyingihe reprimand 
BBid: U The special select committ-ee reported that the. cnse against you, 
Reginald Bidmead, was complete. You haVl\ forged-by your own 
confession in & letter to me-1600 or 1700 signatures to petitions. You 
heve done this with a oymcal and reckless disregard of tho diseredit 
which by your ACtion you were bringing upon the great right of petitioning 
the House of Commons. For similar offences to yours men have been 
committed to N ewgate, not in ancient times, but in quite recent times. 
and in the mBmory of many honourable members now occupying seats in 
this House. • • The House has taken a lenient view of the punishment 
.to be awarded. They have not committed you to prison, but they have 
ordered me, as Speaker of this House, to reprimand you; and I do 
accordingly reprimand you. You will leave this House under its severe 
censure, and Wlder the stigma. of its strong disapprobat.ion."-Mr. W. H. 
Smith moved that whst the Speaker had said ~""tered upon the journaJe 
of the House.-Mr. Childers seconded, and the motion was agreed to. 

l' .... liamellt&ry l'recedellt,. - All e".Speaker Defelldillg 
Kimself .. t the B ..... -On tho occasion of the Lord Xeeper Finch 
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being heard at the bar to answer the ch&rges of treason preferred againot 
him, in December. 1640, a. discussion arose prior to his.entl'&D.ce, respecting 
the formalities that should be obse"ecL The" Note.book of Sir John 
Northeote" shows the studious attention of the House on the occasion to 
form and precedent. The followiBg are the entries: U Clerk to take 
notes of Lord Keeper's speech. A chair to sit on, and stool to I&y the 
punoe.--8ir S. D'Ew .. : De 1& Poole Duke of So1folk came into the HOUSB 
without either, and came within the bar.-Sir R. Pyo: That before he be 
condemned that honour is to bo done to the seal.--8ir G. Gerard: That 
"Wbon Lord Southampton came they stood till Mr. Speaker go ... order for 
stool, and that he might ha covered by dire<tion of House.-Mr. Controller: 
That chair be set, and left to his discretion how to demean himsell.--8ir 
J. Straugways and Mr. Hollis: That no chair be pl&ced till he come in 
and desire to speak.-Mr. D.: To place a chair on left, and that the mace 
may stand on right. n Sir Simon D'Ewes records what followed: .. The 
serjeant came in before him (Finch), and he brought the purse with the 
great seal in it himself. and, haviug made three reverences, he laid the 
purse on the chair, and stood by it. leaning his left hand on it, and so he 
made a long and "ell·composed speech. Before he began the Speaker 
said, • Your lordship may sit down if you please.' But he spake 
standing. and so, having ended his speech, after a. reverence made, took 
up the purse and departed." He departed secretly out of the eountry 
immediat-elyafter. 

Thanks of Parlia.mellt to Schomberg and Wellil1gtoll.
Macaulay rel&tes the following: .. The House of Commons (in 1689) had, 
with general approbation, compensated Schomberg's losses and rewanled 
his services by 8. grant of a hundre:l thousand pounds. Before he set ont for 
Ireland, he requested permission to express his gratitude for this magni_ 
ficent present. A chair was set for him within the bar. He took his seat 
there with the mace at his right hand, rose, and in a few graceful words· 
.. turned his thanks and took his leave. The Speaker replied that the 
Commons could never forget the obligation under which they already lay 
to his grace, that they ..... him with pleasure at the hesd of an English 
ermy. that they felt entire confidenee in his zeal and ability, and that, at 
whatever d.istau.ce he might be, he would always be in a peculiar manner 
an object of their care. The precedent set on this interesting occasion 
was followed with the utmost minuteness, a hundred and twenty-five 
years later, on an occasion more interesting still. Exactly on the same 
epot on which, in July, 1689, Schomberg had acknowledged the liberality 
of the nation. a chair was set, in July, 1814, for a still more illustrious 
warrior, who came to return thanks for a still more splendid ma.rk of 
public gratitude. Few things illustrat.e more strikingly the peculiar 
character of the English government and people than the circumstance 
that the House of Commons, a popular assembly, should, even in a 
moment of joyous enthusiasm, have adhered to ancient forms with the 
punctilious accuracy of a College of Heralds; that the sitting and rising, 
the covering and the uncovering, should have been regulated by exactly· 
the same etiquette in the nineteenth century as in the seventeenth; 
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and that th. sam. mace which had been held at the right hand of Schom
berg &bould have b.en held in the aame position at the right hand of 
WeUingtoD.." 

~h""'s of the House to General l'airflloZ.-8peaker Lenthal. 
in the .ourse of bio epeech giving the thanke of the HOO8O to ~nera1 
Fairfax in 1646. made 080 of the following high.flown phrasoe, "H.re
tofore, when I read the biotori .. of the acto oflamous prin .... and "amora 
in this or other nations, it was DOt without some jealousy that in them 
there was Bome mixture and glossee of oratory and art, the more to set off 
and give lustre to their acta as arguments of emulation for others to 
follow the footsteps of their virtues i but the actions of your excellency 
will add lustre and b.lief to them. b.ing all verified in yon. And. indeed. 
here cODsidering the swift marcheS. and the expedition of those grand and 
difficult attempts, which were prosecuted and effected by your excellency. 
I may aay tha Almighty came riding on the wings of the wind; for the .. 
were nothing else hut the Magnalia Dei, acted in and b:r yo .. _ bio 
instrument." 

AD Admi1'al on his Be .... -ends.-Vice·Admiral Sir Alan, after· 
warde Lord Gardn.r. being at the time member for Plymonth, WBB to 
receive the thanks of the House. in his place in Parliament. for his share 
in the naval victory obtained over the French on the 1st of June, 1'794. 
If On the day appointed, before the commencement of business " (says 
Dean Pellew in his II Life of Sidmouth "), II he entered the Speaker's 
1>rivate room in great agitation, and expraooad his apprehensions thet he 
should fail in properly acknowledging the honour which he "as abont to 
receive. I I have ofteu been to the cannon's mouth: he B&id, t but hang 
me if I-ever f.lt .. I do 1I0W ! I have not sl.pt these three nights. Look 
at my tongue.' Th. Speaker rang for a bottle of Msdeira, and Sir Alan 
took a gl.... After a short time h. took a second. and then &aid he felt 
somewhat betteri but when the moment of trial arrived, and ODe of the 
bravest of a gallant profoeaion, "hom no personal danger could appaI. 
rose to reply to the Speaker. he could scarcely.artioulete. He W8B 

enoouraged by euthneiaetic cheers from all parte of the HOO8O; bnt, after 
stemmering out, with far more then the usna1 amcnnt of truth, that • ha· 
WR8 overpowered by the honour that had been conf.rred npon him.' and 
vainly attempting to add a f." more worde. h. relinquished the idea .. 
hop.I.... and abruptly resumed his .. at amiclot a ".mewed buret of 
cheel'S." 

~he "Garter" in the Commons.-Horace Walpole writoo in 
1772, "Lord North i. likely to have the Duke of Saxe·Gotha·. _vacant 
garter, the only one, except my father's, that has shone in the House of' 
Oommollll oince Queen Elizab.th·a da,..." North had the garter. which 
h.. sine. but rare1:r been bestowed on otetoomeu- sitting in the Lower 
Hon... A notable instance WBB that of Lard Palmeraton. It " .. o!farad. 
to the.:r0nnger Pitt and to Sir Rob.rt Peal. but doclined by both. 
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VARIETIES. 

Cats .... d ParUa.ments.-Charles I. said ilIat Parli.ment~ are like 
cats; they grow cnrst [eoUl""teropered] with aga.-Hanam.', ct GO'Mtitu.
lioAal Hiafory." 

ParUa.ment. compared to Manna.-In & d.bate on the Triemrlal 
Bill in 1693, a speak.r am""ed the Hous. with the following argum.nt in 
snpport of the measnre: .. Parliamente resembled the manna which God 
bestowed on the chosen people. They were excellent while they were 
fre.h; but if kept too long they became noisome, and foul worms were 
engendered by the corruption of that which had been sweet.ertban honey." 

.A. l'igurative and .. Literal Dissolution.-Lord Chief Justice 
North dined with the Duk. of Laud.rdal. at Ham (says Roger North in 
his U Life of Guilford "), when II both these counsellors were 8.8 blown 
d •• r, and would be glad to have the Parliament dissolved; of which, to 
';'y the truth, the whole nation was weary. And at this time tb. froot "aa 
... ry sharp, and the company at dinner complained of cold. The duke 
turned round, and, looking back towards the window, said. I There will be 
• ilIaw ooon.' Nona at the table but his lordship guess.d at his meaning. 
And so he intanded it; for he kn.w thai tho Parliament would in • f.w 
deys be dissol .. ed, but his lordship did not, till ho guessed 80 from ilIat 
sentence of the duke's; and it proved accordingly. And 80 the duke dis
covered and at the sa.me time kept the grand secret, which was a fine turn 
of a politician." 

E'a.r1ia.m.enta.ry Secessiono.-At One period. under the Govem~ 
ment of Lord North (1777), Fox and hi. friend., lindingthems.lvea unabl. 
to take oft'eetual .. tion against the Ministry, .. c.ded from the parlia
mentary discussion of public measures. On this subject Earl Russell 
remarks (It Life of Fox"): II The general question of parliamentary 
secession is one of considerable importance and no slight difficulty. It 
is eanetioned by the precedent. of Pulten.y in the time of Sir Robert 
·Walpole. of Burke in the period of which we are treating. and of Fox 
and Grey during the French revolutionary war. The principle of 
secession, indeed, is not easily defended; for to w hat ~d are men 
chosen representatives of the people if they refrain from voting aD. the 
interests of the people, irrespective of the views of other representa~ 
tiT" P On tbe oth.r band, it must b. admitted ilIat practically a Mini.ter 
gaine etrength from the rep.tition of fruitless attempta to ov.rthrow his 
polioy. The 'publicity of debate giv •• appearance of fairness to the 
contest, and the country is apt to rest satisfied with a verdict pronounced 
after argument heard, evidence weighed. and authority el.amined. It 
may. therefore. be practically expedient to retire for & Beason from 
opposition to a policy which is deliberately approv.d, thongh in ~rror, by 
the Crown, ilia Parliam.nt, and the nation. But how ..... advisabl. Ii. 

• Soe also page 14, ClSeoesROD. of Mamba", from the Commona." 
88 
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total eeceeaion may be, there could be no greater mistake than a partial, 
fitful, and capricions withdrawal mm public buaiu.... It has the air of 
a 10 .. of temper rather th&n th~ oil.nt reserve of dignity or the calm 
patience of wisdom. This was, however, the course which the Rocking
ham Whiga puraued. The euap.neion of tn. Habeae Oorpue Act haing 
announc.d, Lord Rockingham h.ld a m •• tiog to consid.r "h.th.r the 
Whige should return to oppose it. Lord Rockingham himself, Burke, and 
the Cavendishes adhered to secession, but Charles Fox would not agree; and 
he accordingly, on the accond reading, attended to oppose the euapsnsion." 

ParliamentELrJ' ObatructioD.-In the Honse of Commons on the 
2nd of July, 1877, the tocti .. of obstruction were dev.loped to a Isrge 
extent. In committee a vote for -the Army Reserve force was met by 
Mr. O'Connor Power, member for Mayo, with -& motion to report 
progress; and, although only eight voted with the IrilIh member and 
128 against, tha motions that progress ha reported, and that the Ohair· 
mau do leave the cha.i:r, were together repeated seventeen times; after 
which the House was counted ont, at a qua.rter-past seven in the 
morning.-On the 25th of the &am. month, the Chancellor of the Ex
ch.qu.r (Sir StaJ!ord N orthcote) moved the euopension for two daya of 
:Mr. Parnell, then member for Meath. for having" wilfully and persis. 
tently obetracted public business;" and on the 27th Sir S; N orthcote 
moved a new rule. that u Wlien a member baa been declared out of order. 
and is pronounced to be disregarding the authority of the Chair, & motion 
that he be not heard during tha remaind.r of the d.hate or the committee 
may be put without d.bate, after the m.mber complained of has be.n 
heard in explanation." This was e&lried by & large ma.jority, as wellaa 
another role, that no member shall twice move in the eame committee 
th.t the Ohairman repolt progreao or leave the chair.-'On the 31st of the 
month. when a twenty-six hours' sitting oeeurred (p. ·603), -i' W88 in 
contemplation batween the I.sdera of both sid.a of th.Honoe te eupport 
a proposal for t.he suspension of certain Irish members.&om participation 
in the d.Latea, when they suddenly c .... d the opposition they had bean 
pursuing, and the buain ... waa finally got through. 

The .. Ba.rr:ica.de" of Obst.1'uctioD.-Speaking at the ·Outle .. ' 
Fe .. t at Sheffi.ld in S.ptomber, 1879, Lord George Hamilton (Vi .. -
President of the Committee of ·Council 011 Education) said: U During the 
past session we have had exceptional difficulties to contend with. No 
matter in wba.t direction the Government attempted to move, they were 
invariably met by & barricade of Parliainentary obstroction. It ia 11"''''' 
true that those barricaues were only manned by a very few geP'o1emen; 
but it is obvious that they were plaUDAd and designed by a cQI'lsidernble 
number more, who took very good care to keep in the backgro-and. Now, 
I must do the gOijtlemen from Ireland the juotice to saythattbey ... per
fectly frank as to their intentions, and these intentions are to make such a 
use of the fot'1ll8 of the House of CommoDs as will enable them to extort 
something from the majority which they otherwise could not got; &D~ !~e~·· 
something which they want to attain is the repeal of the nm.ull between 
Englond IIIld Ireland. • • I think Parliamentary governm.nt is dear 
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10 evary EngU.hmon; but it is perfectly c1eu that if the practice. of the 
past session increase in subsequent sessiona, it will be almost impossible 
to carry on the present system of: government." . 

Measures A.ge.:inst ObstructioD~-Further rules designed to 
cheek obstruction were passed in February, 1880. The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer (Sir S. North-eote) then moved, II Tho.t, whenc,"er any member 
.sball have been named by the Spe&ker. or by the Chairman of & Committee 
of the whole House, 8& disregarding the authority of the Chair, or 
abusing the rules of the House by persistently aod wilfully obstructing 
the business of the House or ot.herwise, then, if the offence has been 
·committed in the House, the Speaker shall forthwith put the question 
'on a. motion boing made, no amendment. adjournment, or debate being 
allowed, • Tha.t·snch member be suspended from the service of the House 
during the remainder of that -day's sitting;' and if the offence has been 
..committed in a Committee of tho whole House, the ChairDl&ll shall, ou & 

motion being made, put the same question in & similar way, and, if the 
motion is carried, shall forthwith suspend the proceedings of the Oom
mittee, Bnd report the circumstance to the House; and the Speaker shall 
thereupon put the same question, without amendment, adjournment, or 
-debate, 88 if the offence had been committed in the House itself. If any 
member be suspended three t,imes in one session under tllia order, his 
8UBpension on the third occasion shall continue for one week, and until a 
motion has been made, upon which it shall be decided at one sitting bJ' the 
House whether tho 8USp6llBion shall then cease, or for what longer period 
it shall continue; and on the occasion of BUch motion tIte member may, 
if he desires it, be heard in. his place." After long debate, this W88 

agreed to, without division, as a standing order; but an alteration of the 
rule, in. the direction of greater stringency, W88 included among the 
Procedure Reeolutions propo.ed by Mr. Gladstone in 1882. . 

Suspension of Irish Members.-On the 3M. of February, 1881, 
when Mr. Gladstone's' resolution respecting If Ul'gency U was about 
to be brought forward. Mr. Parnell rose to ask whether Mr. Michael 
Davitt hod beon ..... e.ted t·hat day, and woe informed by Sir W. V. 
Harcourt that the person named ha.d been 81'l'ested for breach of the 
<conditions of his ticket-of_leave. "!'he Speaker then called upon Mr. 
Gladstone, who commenced his address; when 'Mr. Dillon (M.P. for 
Tipperary) intorrupted, ILIld was named by the Speaker, according to the 
mIe of February. 1880. for disregarding thA autllority of tIle Chair. His 
suspension for the sitting was t.hen voted by 395 to 33; but Mr. Dillon 
declined. to leave the House at the summons of the Serjeant-at-Al'11lfJ, 

until that oflieial had been joined by five messengers, when the membel 
for Tipperary left, dec\&ring that he yielded tofor.e only. Mr. Glad.ton. 
again commenced his address, when :Mr. Parnell moved "tha.t the right 
honourable gentleman be no further heard." and jnsisied upon his motion 
being put; until he was at length named by tho Speaker, and suspenucd 
by 405 to 7. the Home Rule members refusing to join in the division. 
Mr. P,u'Doll was t·ben removed, 88 Mr. Dillon had been before him j and 
Mr. Gladstone was about to resume what he termed It the unfortunate 

•• 2 
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ISentence that had been bisectod and trisected," when Mr. Finigan rose to
move tlmt he be no longer hooM, and was suspended &ftsr the 81U1l& 

fonnalitios as before. The Home Rule members again declining to fake. 
part in the division, aftor being cnutioned by the Speaker, were thou 
named 89 disregarding his authority, and their suspension was voted by 
410 to 6. Th. nom .. being resd from a list fnrnished by one of th .. 
tellers (Lord R. Grosvenor), twenty-eight members were successively 
removed from the house; and Mr. Gladstolle being still interrupted a&

before. four more -members were suspended. making, with the three origi
nally removed, 8' total of. thirty-five. Mr. Gladstoue's resolution was then. 
proceeded with.-8ixteen of the Irish members were collectively Damed by 
tho Chairman of Committs .. · (Dr. Lyon Pl&yf&ir) for continued obstrue
tion. on tim 1st of July. 1882. during a prolonged sitting whioh bega,. 
on the previous day. They were suspended. according to the rule of 
February, 1880 (po 627); and nine more &ftsrwards incurred the .. me 
pen&lty for further obstructive proceedings. The Houso had before it 
the Prevention of Crime (Ireland} ililL When the sixtsen we", named. 
Mr. O'Donnell, one of tho number, characterised tho proceeding 88 "an. 
infamy," for whieh he was cnlled to account at the following sitting. 
Rnd suspended for fourteen days. A motion to erase the record of 
suspenBion as to fonr of the sixteen, on the grouud that they weze not in 
the Honse at the time, was brought forward by MI'. Cowen (member for. 
Newcastle) Bome weeks afterwards, and gave ~ to 3n adjourned debaw, 
the rNtlDlption of which was negatived without a division. 

Smallness of the Obstructive P .... ty.-:In his speech on the 
Urgency Resolution,.:Mr. Gladstone alluded to it 88 a mode of U meeting 
the resources of that new art-the latest invention of the nineteenth 
century __ known R8 Obstruction," and pointed out that this obstmction 
arose from a small section of the Houso. He said: II I object to the prac. 
tice into which we havelallen, of speaking of I the Irish members.' When 
we examine into figures, we find that this has not been done even by the 
Irish mem'bers, weBB by the term you mean a minority of lr.ish p:tembors. 
The pnrty which is responsible for these things cannot, by 811Y licence of 
calculation. be extended beyond the number of forty.six. These forty-six 
members alone have broughl about a position of affairs 'fAtal to the bonour, 
the duties, and tlte efli~iency of Parliament." '(See Mr. Disraeli's remarks 
on the possibilitiea of Obstruction. p. 825.) 

mr. Gladstone's Bei!lolution on U'rgency.-In the ollicial 
record of votes and prooeodingtJ of the Honse of Commons for the 3rd of: 
February. 1881. the following appeal'8d .. the amended tsxt of Mr. Glad •. 
stone's resolution, passed at that sitting: n RMolved, that if, upon notice 
.given. " motion be made by a Minister of the Crown that the state of 
publio business is urgent, npon which motion such Minister shall declare 
in his placo that &I1y bill, motion. or oth~r question then before tho Honse 
ia urgent, and tllat it is of importanco to tIle public interest thBt the same 
should b. prooeeded with without dolRY. tho .Speaker shall forthwith put 

• Seo p. 874, &0. 
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'the question, DO debate, amendment, or adjournment being allowod; and 
1f, on the voices being given, he shall wit-hout doubt pereeh"e that the 
Noes have it. his decision shall not be challenged., but if otherwise. a 
·division ma.y be forthwith tueu, and if the qnestion be resolved in the 
·a.ffirma.tive by a. majority of not less than three to ono in a House of not 
less than 800 members, the powers of tho Honse for the regulation of its 
Dusiness upon the several stages of bills, and upon motions 'and aJl other 
anattera, shall be and rem&in. with the Speaker, for the purpose of proceed
ing with BUch bill, motion, or other queetion, DUtil. the Speeker eha1l· 
declare that the state of publio busiu ... is no longer '\'1lent, or DUtil the 
House shall 80 ·determine, upon a motion which, after notice given, may 
"be made by any member, put without amendment, adjournment, or debate, 
-and decided by a uuQority." As this resolution was ODly a sessional order, 
"it ceased .to take e1fect at the end of the session in which it was 
p.....J.; but was revived on the motion of Mr: Gladstone, in July of tho 
following yeer, for the pasoago of tho Prevention of Crime (Ireland) Bill, 
,which had long been deferred by the obetructive tacti .. of Irish membero. 

lIItl". Speaker Brand's lIew Bu1es.-In.eonsequence of the passage 
'of Mr. Gladstone's Urgency Resolution in 1891. the Speaker. on taking 
the ehm (he 1ollowing afternoon, thus addressed the House: "By a 
-resolution p.....J. this day, the Houee bas enlil1lSted to mo greet and DUpre • 
. cedented powers. I accept them with & grave sense of the responsibility 
lmposod .upon me. • • In a f.w days I propose to lay before tho 
House eerta.i:n rules lor the regulation of its business while the state of 
"PuDlic business continues to be urgent. In the meantime I have thought 
proper at once tD frame a rule which is necessary to insure the uninter. 
rupted progress of the urgent measuro DOW before us.. That rule is in 
.the following 'terms": • That no motion for the adjournment of the House 
'shall "bo :made. except by leave of tho House. before the orders of the day 
or notiees of motion have been dealt with.' "-In accordance with the 
:mtimation nero give ... the Speaker mid 011 the tabl., during the following 
week, a. series of rules for the regulation of business during II urgency.}J 
Among 'the ,most important of these rules was the fifth, reviving an ancjent 
power (Rule of April 14, &c., 16(4) which had long fallen into disuso: 
." That Mr. Speaker may call the attention of the Houoe to continued 
irrelevance or tedious repetition on the part of a member, and may direct 
lthe member 'to discontinue his speech." Another rule placed the &&me 
power in the 1la.nds of the OhamnaD of Committees. It was also provided 
that where twenty members did not risB in their place to support a. 
motion, the House should not be colled on to divide upon it. At the 
,Bitting of Friday, March 11, tho P .... Preservation (Ireland) Act having 
been passed, the Spea.ker, in pursuance of the resolut,ion of February, 
declared that th. state of public bueiness was no longer urgent, and the 
new rules consequently fell into abeyance for the time. They were 
'brought forwArd again on the 3l"d of July, 1882, when .'urgency IJ WAS 

:again voted, as above mentioned . 

• The Protection of PerIOD. and Property (Ireled) Dill. 
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"Urgency" Befuse4.-At the .itting of March 14, 1881, Mr. 
Gladstone rose to propose "urgency It for sittings of Supply. but was met 
with loud cries of "No! JJ The question being put to the vote, it was 
found there were 296 for Mr. Gladstone'. proposal, and 212 .gainst. Tho 
Gov.rnment, therefore, failing to gain the necessary IDBjority of threo to· 
one, were beaten for the first time that session in the House of Commons,. 
and tho resnlt was loudly cheered by their opponents. Mr. Gladstone' 
remarked that the House would now be ruled by the minority-{" Oh, ob '! ") 

_ -but the Government would accept the vote with acquiescence. and, now 
thot nrgency had hoen refused. he hoped thore would not ho obstruction, 
to Supply.-8ir Richo.rd Cross and Mr. O'Donnell withdrew motions' 
standing in their names, rather, as they said. than embarrass her Ma.jesty's 
Government at- this juncture; and. presently. the little that remained of 
the previously crowded House went into Committee of Supply. 

A "Degrad"tion."-In committee on the1rish Land Bill, July 14. 
1881, after many obstructive proceedings on the part of Irish members,. 
Mr. Gladstone said, he bad sat there patiently, night after night, witnessing,_ 
with a pain which could not be described, the degradation- which bad been 
inflict.d by a .mall handfUl of members upon that noble .... mbly-(loud 
cheel'ft)-which, for generations, had had for its main study the adapting
of every one of its arrangements 'to defending t·he rights of minorities, to. 
securing the liberty of speech, and to preventing oppression by numbers
again.t those who might think they had reason on their .ide. They hud . 
soen every one of those admirable roles systematically perverted, for the 
sake of intercepting. by mere persistence and by words mwtilllied without 
reason or attempt At persu.n.sion, the deliberate convictions of the House .. 
and of taking its legislative functiollS out of the hands of tbe grest mass 
of ita members in order to place thom within the power of a minority .. 
Th.t was the .tata of things in which the Hon.e had' to determin& 
whether it would .uooumb to the attempts which had hocu IDBde from 
sllob a qnarter, in such a spirit, and with such unblushing 'openness, or
whether it would that night ossert and vindicatE, those, ''lawful rights
against the unworthy efforts by which they were .ought to ba d.foat.d 
and dost.royed.-Sir ~ichard Cross, rising soon after. said, fdr llis own 
part he felt bound to endorse every word that had faUen from the Prime· 
Minister in regani to the course which had been taken by that small 

. fraction of the Iri.h Party-for it was the gr.atoat possible mistake to 
say th.t it represeuted the Irish Party as a whole. U conduct like that 
of whicq he now complained went on, he should hold, in the terms of the 
standing order of the House, that it amounted t-o wilful obstruetion~ 
(Chee ... ) 

l'ertina.city.-In tho .... ion of 1881, which lasted altogether 154 
days, among the Irish members Mr. Healy attracted the attention of the 
Speaker or of the Chairman of Committees on 591 occasions; Mr. Biggar,. 
456; Mr. T. P. O'Connor, 890; Mr. Parnell, 380; Mr. A. O'Connor, 358; 
Mr. Callan. 848; Mr. A. M. Sullivan. 224; Mr. O'Donnell, 207; Mr .. 
Loamy, 198; Major Nolau,lti6; Mr. Dawson,155; Sir J. M'Kenna, 125; 
Mr. Mitcholl Hsnry. 119; and Mr. Finigan, 116. Thus 8828 speech ... 
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to whlch .. pante parngrapha are devoted in the pages of .. HIlIlII&l"CI," 
were delivered by fourteen Irish membere. 

Strong Words.-An extraordinary scene occurred in that sitting of 
extr8Grdinary incidente, Jan. 81 to Feb. 2, 1881. At tw8o'c1ock on the 
second morning"a Home Rule motion for the adjournment of the HOUBe had 
been defeated by 197 to 22, when Mr. Biggarro .. to bringforwa.rd wh.the 
termed a question of privilege. Another memhar (Mr. Milbank) bad, he 
remarked, crossed the floor and informed him that he was " an impudent 
soonndrel." What followed was thus described in the 8tanda't'd report: 
.. So far from being shocked at this, the Honse broke out into roars of 
laughter. These matured into approving cries of • Hear, hear;' where~ 
upon Mr. Biggar, in a compassionate tone, pitied Mr. Milbank and his 
friends for being proud of inflicting on him a Parlia.mentary outrage. Mr. 
Milbank, he explained, laboured noder the hallucination that he (Mr. 

'Biggar) had applied to him an offensive expression-had, in fact·, 88 it 
afterwards turned out, called him a 1_- fool.' Mr. Biggar assured the 
House that he had not even had time to form an opinion as to whether Mr. 
11mb.uk was or was not what he was alleged to have called him. Aa is 
always the case when personality is introduced, the House quickened into 
a state of feverish excitement. Dr. Playfair (Chairman of Committee) 
met the emergency by saying that if the expression was used it 'was 
contrary to mle. Mr. Milbauk admitted that ha did call Mr. Biggar an. 
t impudent scoundrel '-an admission which waB_.again greeted with 
sympathetic laugbter by t.he House-but, argoed Mr. lII.ilbank, t·he"" was 
provocation, for he di.tioetly heard Mr. Biggar designate him by the 
opprobriona epithet alluded to. Dr. Playfair stilled the uproar, and 
pointed out that, as Mr. Milbank admitt .. d that he had need bad words, 
ha must apologise; and Mr. Milbank did apologise, but asked whether 
Mr. Biggar ought not alae to ha dealt with. Tb.latter, however, had not 
put in a plea of goilty, and Dr. Playfair declared the incident at an end." 

Suspensions fo .. Vnseemly Ls.nguage.-In the seasion of 1887, 
Mr Timothy Healy, member for North Longford, was twice suspended 
for violent language, on the first oceasion (in April) for a week, for oalling 
Colonel Saunderson & liar. In the following July, the Hense being in 
committee on the Ilish Land Bill, circumstances arose which led the 
Chairman (Mr. Courtuey) to send fo~ the Speaker, to whom he reported 
that, when leaving the House for a division, Mr. De Lisle. member for 
Longhborough, had remonstrated with the Chairman that he had Dot been 
allowed to make &. certain 8I:planat.ion. While doing 80, the member for 
North Longford approaehed from the hack, and, addr ... ing the member 
for Loughborough, said, (r Oome out, if you are &. man. If you interrupt 
me again I will breo.k your neck." The Chairman then referred it to the 
Speaker to deal with the matter.-Mr. H •• ly, being caned upon for an 
explanation, declined to express regret for wha.t had occurred; he was 
consequently named by the Spea.ker. and, ou tlte motion of Mr. W. H. 
Smith, was suspended from the service, of the Honse for a fortnight, in 
accordance with the rule relating to suspensions. The penalty for "B third 
or subsequent offence, under the sa.me rnle, was one month. 
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Abusive :La.ngllage in the CommonB~Tho f.llowing is the text 
of an entry that appeared In the .. V.tea and Pr.ceedings .f the Hon .. 
of CODlDlOD8," respecting an incident which occurred in the course of. 
d.bate .n Privilege (Mr. Dillon w. the Timu n.wspaper) .n the 6th of 
.llay, 1887: II Mr. De Lisle, member for Mid-Leicestershire, rose to order, 
and stated that Dr. Tanner, memb.r f.r Mid·C.rk, standing bel.w the bar, 
had caUed the members sitting near Mr. D. Lisle.n the rigbt sid. of the 
H.U88 • a damned aet of cads.'-Mr. Speaker directed ths w.rds to b. 
tak.n d.wn by the clerk, and caJled .n the h.n.urable m.mber f.r Mid. 
C.rk to .. sum. his pI.... The w.rds we.. taken d.wn .... rdingly.
Mr. Speaker called on Dr. Tanner to .lIer an explanation .. garding the 
w.rds taken d.wn.-Dr. Tanner stated thet he had not noed the w.rd 
• damned,' but, In the oourse of his, explanation, rep .. ted the reot of the ' 
words c.mplained .f.-Mr. Speaker called upon Dr. Tanoer to withdraw 
the w.rds, and to ap.l.gi .. to the H.U88 f.r having used them. Whe .. · 
upon Dr. Tanner withdrew the words and made his apol.gy to the 

o House." 
.An Vnpa.rliamentary WorcL-Early in the .. ssi.n .f 1887, some 

remarks .f the Irieh Seeretary (Sir M. Hicks.Beach) .n recent evicti.ns 
were interrupted by Mr. T. Herriogton and .ther .f the Irish members, 
the former repeatedly crying "Sha.me!" amid the cheers of his friends. 
He W&o severa.! j;imeo called t •• rder by the Spaoker, who' at length .. id : 
.. I must call the attention of the h.n.urable gentleman to the fact thet 
the honourable member has just oalled out 8. word which is not Parliamen
tary, and that is the w.rd • Shame.' It is quite new .f late y ..... and it 
ought to be rigorone1y put d.wn. (Choe ... ) With the auth.rity and 
sa.nction of the House, I sh&ll in future toke notice of it." 

Queatione, a.nd l' .... u&m.entary :Loquacit:v.-The eeri.us growth 
of queoti.ne In the H.use,.f C.mm.ne may be judged by tbe faet that in 
the session .f 1881 (the year of the lrieh Land Act) about 4200 were 
put ad auswered, occupying one volume aud a quarter of "Hansard's 
Deba.tes," 88 against about one-third of a volume in previous years. The 
wh.le of the .. p.rts of the oeeoion required nine v.lumes, .. OOlnpared 
with four or .five in former years. At the sitting of the House of' Oommons 
on the 24th.f N .vemhor, 1884, the question list &88umed unprecedented 
proportions, the number of inquiries of which notioe had been given 
aIn.unting to eigbty.seven, sixty.tw. being from Irish members. In the 
f.llowing Parliament .n one occasi.n (Feb. 18, 1886) over eeventy 
qnesti.ns we .. put, the time consumed by them beiog an h.ur and a balf. 
It has been suggested that, to prevent tbe I.ss of time o.noequont upon 
the answering of questions in the Bouse. the answers as well 18 the 
quaoti.ns sh.uld in moot ..... be printed in the daily n.ti .. pap ... ; but 
the idea has not yet been ad.ptod. 

Motions fo1' AIlj01lrDJll8nt.-A f.rmer roopected member of 
the H.uee, who had Iilled the .mce of Chairman of Committe .. (Mr. 
E. PleydeU B.uverie), writing to the Ti ..... in February, 1882, in • 
letto. 'lJigned .nly by lIis initiaJo, mede the f.U.wing remarks: .. There 
can bs n. d.ubt that the.. bas been • real obanga of mann... in the 
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H01IS8, which has materially favoured unintODtion&! obstruction. I need 
. Dot touch on the oauses of this chauge. The", bas also boon another 
change of practice, trifling in itself, but which has, withont being 
oboorved, oontributed largely to ohetmction. Some thirty years ago 
there existed .. praetieal clOlur. of • debate in the loudly-proclaimed
unwillingn ... of the House to listen to unweleome epeake .. and epeeehes. 
'The inartieul&te noises of a fnll House were irregular, no doubt, in form. 
tJut were very efficient in practice to close a debate. A Tery ingenious 
and loarued member, who W1I8 apt to try the patience of the House far 
beyond what it could endure, invented the method of moving the adjoum
mont of the debate in the middle of. his unheard speech, and thus_ 
eompelled the House to let him finish his ",marks, or run the risk of 
a debats still further protraeted. To Mr. Chisholm Allstey must be 
attributed the glory of this innovation, which has since been used without 
stint or mercy." The liberty of members to move the adjournment of the 
Honee ..... restricted by one of Mr. Gladetone'. Proeedurs Rssolutions, 
1882. . 

A PNdiction an4 a Threat.-Whatever mAy ~ thought of the 
prejudice done to the business of PArliament by the haud of Irish 
members, who have employed their energies in observing what one of 
them (Mr. Pamell) called the ..... red right of obstruction," the contribn
tion of Ireland to the PArliament House of the United Kingdom has 
hitherto f&lleu far short of Grattan's anticipation.. Mr. Lecky, in his 
.. Leaders of Public Opinion in Ireland," ",..rde 8 prediction of the 
grestsot among them. Grattan is aaid to baTe ",marked to 80me Engliah 
gentlemen after the Union, "You have swept away our CODStitution, • . 

. have destroyed our Parliament. but we shall have our revenge. We 
will &end into the ranks of !lour Parliament, and into the very heArt 
of !10.... eonatitntion, 8 hundred of the greatset seoundl9la in the 
kiDgdom! " 

;Parliament "Collare4."-The House of Lorda baving,in February, 
1882, agreed to nominate a committee to inquire into the worlrlng of the 
Irish Land Act of the previone year, Mr. Gladetone geve DOtice in the 
House of Commons of 8. motion ·that such an inquiry must be injurious ; 
and announced that the consideration of this motion would precede the 
continued discnaaion of the Procedure Rssolutions. Sir Walter Barttelot 
(member for West Susoex) thorenpon elicited much cheering from the 
Oppoaition bench.. by tho following remarks: .. I think the House 
ought to know some 'better reason than has been given, why the Prime 
Minister propoees to interf.", with business which he bas aaid is of the 
utm~t importance. I think it is an unfair and unreasonable demand. It 
Parliament is to be collAred all round-if we a", to be gagged and the 
other House is to be threstsoed by the Prime Minister, I for one think it 
is high time the right honourabla .gentleman mould declars whot hi. 
intentions are at the present moment."-Mr. Gladstone replied, it would 
be highly irrsgnlar thon to discusa tha roasons which had led the Govem
ment to reeol.e on tha couras propoeed. bnt they would he duly· sot forth 
-when he brought forward the motion. 
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!roo Much of a Goocl !rhing.-Mr. Bright, .pe&king of Ihe 
House of Oommons, once repeated a story which his friend Mr. Oobden 
had narra.ted to him. " He told me tha.t at the end of a. session a member 
of the HoOBO who had a yacht. and who spent tho autumn in Ih. M.dil.r • 

. ranean, invited him to go with him, saying that he would invite three or 
four other members of the House, and that t.hey would all have a nice time 
of it. Mr. Cobden r.pli.d that h. hod .een.o much of honourable memo 
bers during the session, that he did not wish to see another for six months. 
to come." 

l'ighting .... cll'a!ltiug.-On the 80th JanuarY. 1629. both Hous .. 
joinod in p.titioning tho King (Cborle. I.) for a fast, to .e.k at the handa 
of Almighty God a happy .u ..... in the affairs of Chueeh and State, 
and div8:'Sion of the J¢,series of the Reformed Church abroad. The King 
Bnsw.red that the deplorable oondition of tho Reformed Churches abroad 
was too tru., and the,. ought to give th.m all poasible h.lp. But fighting 
would do them more good th ... fasting. Thi. custom of fasting .very 
session was but lately begun, and he was not satisfied with the necessity of 
it at this time; y.t h. wiltingly granted th.m th.ir request, but it should 
not hereafter be brought into precedent, except on great occasions. 

S1U1cla.y Observance Bills.-F.broa.ry 15th. 1621, a m.mber, Mr. 
Shepard, is discharged from the Houae for his speech on the Bill for 
Keeping the Sabbath, othenvise called Sunday. .. The House doth remove 
him from the service of this House, as unworthy to be a member thereof. U 

Sir George _ Moore said, II In every Parliament I have served have been 
bills for ob •• rvingthe Sabboth."-Pan-y·, Parliaments of England. 

S1UI.day Sittings of the KOUHS.-In the " Diumall Occurrences 
or Da,.l,. Proc •• ding. of this Great and Happy Parliam.nt," 1641 (. 
companion volume to the .. Speeches and Passages II of the same year, 
frequently quoted in tho earlier pe., .... of this book), tb. following is 
entered under August 8: "Resolved upon the question in both Houses 
of Parliament, nemi1lB DORtt-adiccmte, that this ensuing declaration shall 
b. printod: 'Wh.r... both Hons.. of Parlinmont found it fit to sit in 
Parliam.nt npon tho 8. day of August, boing tho Lord'. day. for lDBn,. 
urgent and unexpected occasions concerning the safety of the Kingdome. 
and being 80 straitned in time by reason of his Majesties resolution to 
b.gin hi. journe,. towards Scotland on Mund.y folio-wing early in tho 
moming, it w.. not possible for to .. ttl. and ord.r the affairs of the 
Kingdome, either. for the government thereof in the King's absence. or
for the preseut safety 88 was requisite: Upon these present neceS8iti~ 
though the Houses thought it necessary to sit, yot the Lords and Commons 
now .... mbl.d in Parliament think it meet to declare that they .... ould not 
bave don. this but for in.vitabl. n ..... ity. tho P ..... snd Sof.ty both 
of Churcb and State b.ing so deeply .onoomed; which th.y do h.reby 
declare, to the end that neither any other inferiour Oourt or Councell. or 
any other person, may draw this into example. or make use of it for thoir 
enconragement in neglecting the due observation althe Lord's day.''' 

Becent S1U1cl&y Sittings.-It w .. noted .. vary nnllSusl that a 
Saturday Bitting in July. 1879. w .. prolonged until a qusrtar past tw.lve 
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011 the Sunday morning; but this was .. vera! tim .. "" •• eded in following-
sessions. Not to mention other instances, in August. 1883, the House, 
.... mbling at a qn.,rter past twelve on tbe Saturday, sat till twenty 
minutes past two on the Sunda.y morning. The following notice appeared 
in the Titna a few days after: (I The sitting of the House of Commons· 
last Sunday morning has been discussed at a. meeting of the Presbytery 
of Perth and Aberdeen Original Seeeden, held at Cupsr Angne. It was
unanimously resolved to aend a memorial to Mr. Gladstone protesting
against 'the late violation of the Sabbath day by the Ho .. e of Commons
encroaehing upon the honn of that day for the despateh of Parliamentary 
business.'" The protest did not appear to have much influence, for in 

. the following .... ion (Mareb 15, 1884) the House, meeting abortly after 
noon on Satnrd.o.y, sat till & qua.rter to six the next morning. the business 
being Committ .. of Supply, and sundry vot... on the Irish Estimates· 
being taken at alft.t·e hour. 

Sittings on S1lDciays and Koly-da.ys in Ancient Times.
Elsynge notes that U Parliaments have been summoned to be held on tho 
SundaYi viz., anno 23 Edward 1'0 30 Sept.; and the same was prorogued 
by a new summons of Novemb. following, to be held Die Dominico," &e. 
He notes several other instances in the reigns of the early Edwards. and,
per conlra, that & Parliament summoned in the 5th year of Richard II. 
for & day which fell ont to be Sunday, was therefore adjourned until 
Monday. He also says, II I find no Parliament SUlDDloned to be held on 
All Saints' Day, All Souls', or St. John Baptist's." But concerning_· 
Christmas day, .. Anno 3 Edward VI., the Parliament did sit on Christm .. 
Day, and read two bills; and on St. Stephen's Day, and read one bill; 
and on St. John's Day, but this is singular, and occasioned tlrrough the. 
troublesome busineSB of the Duke of Somerset." 

. Ash Wednesday in the Upper Kouse.-The House of Lords· 
does not ordinarily meet on Wednesdays. and an Ash Wednesday meeting 

. is very rare. One took plaee Feb. 26, 1884, when the Roya.lBSBent was to 
he given. by commission, to the choice of Mr. Arthur Peel by t.he House' 
ol Commons as Speaker. On this occasion, according to ancient custom •. 
the members of the House who were present attended Divine service at
Westminster Abbey in state. accompanied by mace-bearers, &C. 

Pious and Patient.-In the" Dinrnall OccUrl'CDces" recently re.
ferred to we find. under date Nov. 17, 1640: II Tewsday. was the fast day,. 
which was kept piously and devoutly. Dr. Burgesse and Master Marshall 
preached before t.he House of Oommons at least seven hours betwixt them,. 
upon Jere. SO, 5. and 2 Ckron. 2. 3." 

'l'he Act for LicenSing Plays.-In the course of the session: 
1737, Gilfard (the manager of Goodmau's Fields Theatre) brought· to Sir 
Robert Wa.lpole & faree called the" G<.lden Romp," which had been 
proposed for exhibition i U but it is uDccrtain," says Ooxe in hie U Life of 
Walpole." from whose JllL.rrative the following particulars are taken, 
U whet,her the intentions of the m&nager were to request. his advice on 
this occasion, or to erlart a sum of money to prevent its representation .... 
The Minister. however. paid the profits which it was supposed might ha'f8 
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.... rued from the performance, and detained tho copy. H. th.n made. 
-extracts of the most exceptionable passages, abounding in profa.nsn888, 
'Sedition, and blasphemy, which he read in the House. Leave was accord
ingly giv.nto bring in a Liconoing Bill, which w .. introdnced on the 20th 
May, read the 2~th, 8 ascond tim. on the 25th, and finally passed on the 
1st of J nn.. With .qUAl despateh tho moasme p .... d throngh ito variono 
"Blages in the U ppar Honee, and receiv.d tho royal a.sent on tho 21st. . 

The House of Commons and the Theatre.-In 1734, Sir John 
:Barnard. having bronght in 8 bill to ch.ck the increase of playhonoes, a 
com.dian D8Dled Tony Aston w .. allowed to address the Honee agoinot 
the measure.-Horace Walpole mentions in his uMemoirs" that in 
March, 1751, the Honse adjonrned to attend at Dvery.lan., where' 
Oth.Uo w .. to be acted by a Mr. D.laval and his family. And again in 
bis "Journals," Feb. 1781, he _ys, U Mr. Burke's bill for retrenching 
p1aceo on the Civil List ...... read for the first time; the .... nd reading 
d.f.rred till that day fortnight, be ..... tho 21.t WBB to b. tho F .. t Day, 
and the 22nd tho banelit of Vestris, a favonrit. French dancer of the 
opera."-Dr. Doran mentions that, one evening in 1804, when the yotmg 
actor Betty was to play Hamlet, u the B;ouse of Commons, on a motion 
by Pitt, adjourned and went down t.o the theatre to see him." 

Mere l!I'ovelties.-Lord Brongham writes of Sir William SooU 
(Lord Stow.U): Of.very cbange h ...... the enemy. A8 he could 
imagine nothing better than the erlsting state of any gi~en thing, i.. 
·could 888 only peril and hazard in the search for anything new; _ and 
-with him it was quite enough to characterise a measure as II a mere 
·nov.lty," to deter him at onc. from entertaining ii-& pm ... of which 
Mr. Speak.r Abbot, with 80m. h1ll110ur, on.. took advantage to "y, 
wben aokcd by hi. fri.nd what thet m ... of papers might be, pointing 
to tb. bugo bnndl •. of tho A.to of a singl ..... ion, .. Mere noveltioe, Sir 
William-mere novelties." 

m-worded Acts of l'arli ..... ent.-Tb. negligen .. displayed in 
·drawing bills is frequently tho .. bjeet of oomm.nt, but· 8Om.times, 
-esoaping detection, haa given rise to ludicrous passages in Aets of Parlia
ment. Th. 88m. c!fe.t hao raoulted from tho 8triking out of clanooo 
without due attention to the ooDllection of the remainder. A good 
'instanc. WB8 cited by Lord Stanhope in the Hou .. of Lords in 1816. A 
statnto .nacted tho pnnisbmont of fourteen years' lransportetion for a 
'particular o!f.nc., and upon conviction .... 1w.lf l/oerool 8bould go to 
·th. King and on. balf to tho inform.r.-Mr. Serjeant Robinson, in his 
"Reminiscences of Bench and Bar," alludes to II the celebrated instance
of tho 8totnto for tb. rebuilding of Cbelmsford gaoL An early clanee 
,proscribed tbat prisollers should b. conGned in tho old gao1 nntU tho n ... 
-nn ...... built; bnt, at tho I .. t moment, a ooction ..... added to tho elf .. t 
thet tho n ... prison should be constructed out of tb. matorisla of tho old 
"",e, and 80 the bill paassd for tho tim. without tho glaring inconsistency 
being detected." 

Sleep by Act of l'arli ..... ent.-In tho days of tho old watcl.men. 
:a bill for tho b.tter regulntion of tho m.tropolitan .. ateh ..... brought 
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into the House of' Oommons. Among other provisions was a olause 
that tho watobm .... hould b. compelled to sl.op during the dey. When 
this was read in committee. a gouty old baronet stood up and expressAd 
hi. wish that it could be mad. to exte .. d to members of the House of 
Commons, .. he should be glad to come IlIlder the operotio .. of th .. 
enactment. 

The Shortest Act of Pa.rliament.-Lord Coke said tho shortest 
statute he ever met with was ODe passed in the 5th Henry IV.: 1'·Nona
from henceforth shall use to multiply gold or silver, or use the craft 
of multiplieatio.... &Ild if O11y d. the eome, h. ohaIl incnr the pain of 
felony." 

The Longest BID.-Tho longeot bill ever introduced. according tc> 
the memory of the time. was put before the House of CommoDs in June, 
1888. and coIlBisted of 400 printed pages. It was the El.ctri. Lighting 
Bill. brought in by Mr. Cbemberlain. Prooid ... t of tho Board of Trade. 
and Mr. Ro1ms. Parliamentary Secretary to that Board. It w .. eventu. 
ally withdra ..... o..mg to tho preoonre of other bllBinoss. 

An Act Passed in Three D&7B.-A bill was introduced in 1779, 
by Attomey-General Wedderbtll'D, U to suspend all exemptions from 
impressm.nt into tho navy. together with tho right of th ... imp ...... d tc> 
8U8 out a writ of habetJI CMpUi for their liberation." The bill was read 
a firet and seoond tim. on introduotioD, .. as passed to the Lords on th .. 
following dey. and on the third it received the Roysl asse .. t. 

Acts P&8sed in One D&;V.-Th. bill .usp.nding the Hab ... 
• Corpue A.t in Ireland. in 1866 .... nt through all ite .tago. in both Roue •• 
on the same dey. &Ild reoeived tha Royal ...... t shortly efter midnight. 
A similar thing occurred with regard to the Explosives Bill, introduced 
in the ROUBB of CommoIlB by tho Home S.cretary. Sir William Hsrcourt. 
April 9. 1868. sfter an attempt to injure one of the Govsmment offic .. in 
Whitehall. On this ..... ion, however. while the bill passed through both 
Houses the same evening. the Royal assent could not be commuuicated 
until the following dey. 

l!.o;v&l Assent Speedily Given.-Io the sitting of the Rouee of 
Lords on the 31st of May. 1889. the Royal asoent was given by eommis· 
sion to the Naval Defence Act, within about two honrs of the Dleasore 
hevillg been road a third tim. by their lordshipe. Io order to effeet this. 
the Queen being at Windsor. Queen's messengers, special trains, and the 
telegraph wire had to be put in "requisition.-At the end of the session 
of 1891. the Honse of Commons met at ten o'clock on the morniug of 
the 5th of Augost to rood the Appropriation Bill a thira time; and the 
Bouse of Lords assembled h&lf-&u-honr Inter to allow the measure. to 
p... all its stage. immediately. This r .. u1t boing communi .. ted by 
telegraph to the Queen at Osborne, a courier was despa.t.ehed thence 
with the customary official documents, arriving in London in time to 
enable the prorogation to be eJfected by commission at half-past six in the 
evening. 

Introduction of Bills in the Upper House.-Io the House of . 
Lords in April, 18~ Lord Wavoner inquired whether, in consideration 
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of the pr .. ent syslom of transacting pnblic bnsine.s, it might not be 
-expedient to introdnce snch bills as did not interfere with the privileges 
of the House of Oommons. or touch the imposition of taxation, more 
freqnently in the first instsnee into the Honse o( Lords.-In reply, Esrl 
Grsnville esid h. did not think his answer would b. qnite eatisfaetory to 
the noble lord, althongh h. sinc.rely sympathis.d with the object contem
plated; bnt the fact .. as that during the last tw.nty-fiv. years, whon.ver 
he had been in office, be had had once or twice in every session to answer 
.questions of a precisely sim.ila.r nature, and had never omitted any oppor
tnnity of pr088ing upon his colleagues the sugg.stion .. b.th.r certain bills 
might not with adventage be introduced into that Honse. He did not 
believe there was any disinclination on the part of his colleagues to accede 
to Buch 8. course; but, somehow or other, there were always reasons given 
why it was more advantageous tbet sueh end such & bill should be intro
duced into the other House. He was certain that this could not be 
.. ttributed to any particular pr.judi .. on the port of the present Adminis· 
tration, for he remembered that Lord Aberdeen. some thirty years ago, in 
:answer to &. question identical with the present, sa.id he had heard the 
s.lf·sam. qu.ry put fifty years before. That. being .. , it ... med to him 
(Esrl Grenvill.) that there must be som. idea tbnt important measures 
were not so well received when they came down from their lordships' 
.House as when they emanated from the House of Commons. 

Too Much Legi.l .. tioD,-At a .. cial gath.ring in 1884,Mr. Joseph 
(Jowen, member for Newcastle-on-Tyne, replying to the toast of uTho . 
House of Commons," said: "Members were told thatthey,talked too long 
and too of lon, end seldom to the point; but thot was a failing not confined 
within the walls of Parliament. Th. .omplaint of .xcessive loquacity 
was not of modern origin j it WAS prevalent 300, 200, lOO years ago, and 
was made with as much persistency then as now. In the times of the 
'Tudors and the Stuarts the same censure was pass~ npon the House of 
Commons for its garrulity, and everybody knew what Cromwell did wheia 
Pa.rliament became too talkative. Mr. Carlyle had satirised its debates as 
-the twaddle of the notional polav.r. M. Montal.mb.rt lamented that 
with the d .. th of Sir Robert P.el the glory and fame of the House had 
d.part.d, end that ilo last orator disappeared when Canning died, leaving 
ilo sp.alring to d .... nd to drivel. Gen.ral Thompson stated that the 
House of Commons had lost its influence in consequence of its incessant 
talk: j and in the speeches made by Sir R. Peel, during his Premiership, 
b.twemi lBU and 1847, th.re were as many lachrymose complaint. about 
the daadlock into which public business had fallen as were made by the 
Prime Minister at the present day. The same thing was fonnd in the 
life and letters of Lord Althorp. as well 89 descriptions of scenes of 
'Violence and records of offensive remarks soch as had never been seen or 
heard in the present Houso of Commons. The men who passed censnre 
on that assembly now, were either ignorant of ~e past· or ha{l forgotten 
:what they had learned. The House of Commons was as effective an 
instrument for legislation as ever it had been. The tcnd(.\ocy of the time 
W88 vastly too mlleh in fn'\"'our of making la.ws. Since he had been in the 
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Hous. of Commons (1874) th.", had b.en som.thing lik. 3000 Acts 
of Parlia.m.nt passed. One-third of th.m were utterly inoperative, 
burthening the statute book without even being referred to; one-third had 
only a transitory inHuenee, very nfton the exact oppusite to what wss 
intended; and only about ODe-third had exercised any direction upon ilia 
life nf the nation. If this thing went on th.y would shortly have legis
lation for t,he toothache." 

Vse of Ecclesiastical Dignities. - Forster relet •• that Sir 
Edward Dering, m.mber for Kent, who spuke in the dehate on the 
Remonstranee. t&king up the closing averments in the declaration, 88 to 
the desire of its promoters for the advancement of learning by a more. 
general and equal distribution of its rewards. avowed his opinion that this 
object would be defeated if the great prizee in the Church w ... abolished. 
uGreat rewards," he said, lido 'beget great endeavours; and certainly, 
Sir, when the great basin a.nd ewer are taken out of the lottery, you shall 
have few adventurers for small plate and spoons only. If any man could 
cut tlie moon out all into little stars, although w. migbt still have the 
same moon, or 88 much in small pieces, yet we should want both light and 
Wuenoe." Sydney Smith'8 famous a.rgument in defence of the II prizes 
in the Church JJ was almost literally reproduced from this speech of Siz 
Edwat'd Dering, made nearly two centuries before. 

'l'he Bishops in Pa.rlia.ment.-In June, 1870, .. " motion was ma.de 
in the House of Commons by Mr. S. Beaumont, for leave to introduce & 

bill relieving 10Ms spiritual, thereafter consecrated, from attend&nC8 in 
Parliament. The motion was defea.ted by 158 to l02.-A motion in fa.vour 
of taking a.way .. the legislative power of bishops in the House of Peers JJ 

was &!so brought forward by Mr. W. Willio in 1884, and nag.tived by 
1~ to 137. 

Balaam and his .&sa.-Dr. King relates that Atterbury, the eel .. " 
brated Bishop of Rochester, happened to say in the Houoe of Lords, 
while speaking on a .. rtsin Bill th.n under disC1lSl!ion, that .. he bad 
prophesied last winter this bill would be attempted in the p .... nt •• seion, 
and h .. was .orry to find he bad proved a true prophet." My Lord 
Coningsby, who spoke after the bishop, and always spoke in a passion, 
It desired the House to remark that one of. the right reverend had set 
him.elf forth as • proph.t; but, for ·hi. par~ h. did not know wbat 
proph.t to liken him to, nul ... to that fnrinuo prophet Balaam, who was 
reproved by his own 888." Atterbury. in reply, with great wit and calm~ 
ness, exposed this rude attack, concluding thus: .. Since the noble lord 
has discovered in our maDners such a similitude, I am well content to be 
compared to the prophet BoJaam; but, my lords. I am at a. 'loss how to 
make ont tb. other part of the par&!lel. I am sure that I have been 
reproved by nobody but his 10:rd8hip." 

All Archbishop's Wrath.-Hor .. e Walpole writ •• in May, 1777: 
" The Duke of Grafton took notice of the despotio spirit preached up by 
the clergy, particularly of a late s.rmon of the Archbishop of York· 
(Markham) before the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. That 
sermon had been printed, but DOt publicly sold; it was & base inst-a.nee of 
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servility, hoping to recover "favour in the closet, and a libel on the Oppo
sition. Tho Archbishop declared himself roady to defend ev.ry position 
in his BOrmon. • • Lord Shelb0l'Il8 was still more 80vere on the Arch
bishop of York, wbo rose with most intemperate pride and fnry, and said 
tliat thougb, .. a Christian and bishop, h. ought to bear wrongs, thore 
w.re injuri .. that woold provoke any peti.nce, and thet he, if insulted, 
should know how to cbB8tise any petulance." 

Orthodosy "",d Heterodozy.-A trite aa:ring on this subject 
originated in a debate in the Houoo of Lords on the Test Lawe. Lord 
Sandwich &sid, .. I have hoard :frequent use of the worde orthodoxy and 
l1eterodoxy, but I coufe .. m:rsolf at a 10 .. to know wbat they moan. .. · 
Bishop Warburton interposed in a. whisper, II Orthodoxy, my lord, is my 
doxy j heterodoxy is another man'a doxy." 

A Bed-ridden Z,.w.-old Sir Benjamin Rudyard in tho Long 
Parliament aaid, .. he should like to ... that good, old, decrepit law, 
Magna Charts, which heth been k.pt ao long bed.rid, as it were, walk 
abroad again. with Dew vigour and lustre." 

Piety and Abilit:y.-Lord Oommission.r Maynord, in the Parlie
ment of 1689, was pertienlarly .... re against tho administration of the 
navy. II I hear:' said he, .. there are young men put to command ships 
that never were at sea. before, because they are well affected to the 
present .. ttlem.nt. Th. question used to be, 'Is he a godly man P' ani 
he was .mployed. I ask th .... Oan a godly man. h .. .&11l!O h. is godly. 
make a watch or &. pair of boote P " 

The House of Commons DellolUlced by a llI[ember.-When 
Ald.rman Oliv.r was sent to the Tower by tho Hoose of Oommons in 
1771 (see pp. 49, 425), aome of the m.mbers strongly diaapproved of tho 
oourse tak.n by the majority. Hora.e Walpole writes, "Sir Georgo 
Savile l.ft tho Honas, protesting against their proceedings, and was fol. 
lowed by .. me of his friends. Colonel Barre went farth~d in his 
place that the aonduct of the House was infamous,. that no honest man 
could sit amongol them, and walked away-<md tha HODOS w .. forced to 
ewallow 80 ungrateful 8. bolus.» 

An Odious Comp&risoll,-A d.bate took plAc. in tho HODOS of 
Commons, December 12th, 1770. on -6 motion for deferring the Land Tax 
tmtil after the Christmas recess, ~. w.hen." says the Public Adverliser, 
.. tha riot which had -rec.ntly token place in the Hous. of Lords. eo 
abocked the deli ... y of Sir Fletcher Norton, the Speaker, that upon oc ... • 
aiol1 of aome clamour this day he oaIled to the members, with all the 80ft

D888 of a. bassooll, I Pra.y, gentlemen. bo orderly; you are almost as bad as 
the other House.'" 

Mutual Forbean.n08 in Debate.-" We have great le88on," 
asid Sir William Ooventry (1676) ... in ..... of disputes in Parliament, to" 
give graiDa of &1lowanee to one another. In ancient times but a few 
penoDs 8poke in the Honse, and their speeches were ready penned. The 
powder and abot ..... roady mada up in oartridg... ready out and dried~ 

• See p. 1i51, If Mutual ExoluBion of the Lord. and the Commona." 
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and a man had then time to think; but DOW we speak on a sudden, and 
therefore would have some grams of allowance given. II 

A Convenient ConscienC8.-OIarendon relates thet Hollis one day, 
upon a VOl'J hot debate in the House (164.7). and some rude expressiona 
whish fen from Ireton, persuaded him to walk out of the honee with him, 
and then told him that he should preeently go over the water and 6ght 

. with him. Ireton told him his conscience would not suJfer him to fight a 
duel; Dpoll which Hollis, in choler, pulled him by the nose; telling him, 
if his eonscienee would keep him from giring men satisfaction, it should 
keep him from provoking them. 

A Jl[embeJ.o Striking Another.-In the" Memoriala and Orde ... 
of the Honae, gathered by H. S. E. [Elsynge I, Clerk to the Parliament .. 
(1670), we find: .. 19th J .. obi, some epeeehes passing in the Honae 
privately between two of the members. &hd. some offenee taken. which 
seems w:as not intended to be given. one of them. in going down the 
Parliament stain &truck the other I who thereupon catehed at a sword 
then in his man's band, te strike with it. Upon complsint made of it te 
the Honse, they were both of them ordered to attend the Honae. Being 
come, h. who gave the blow was called in, and standing (not at the bar, 
but) by the bar, ..... eumined hy Mr. Speaker, eonfessed the giving the 
blow. insisted on the provocation, and withdrew. The other was also 
called in, to relste the truth. After he had made the relation and waa 
likewise withdrawu. and testimony given by a member of the House who 
. beard the words, the House proceeded to sentence against Mr. 0., who 
struck the blow: he being brought to the bar, there on his knees he 
received judgment, wbieh was pronounced by the Speaker-that he should 
be committed to the Tower during the pleasure of the Hoose!' 

Abusive La.nguage in Pa.rliament.-B08Wen writes (1784): .. I 
censured the eoarse inl"eetive8 which were become fashionable in the 
House of Commons, and said that if members of Parliament must attack 
eseh other personally in the best of debate, it should be don. mon> 
genteelly. Johnscm.: tNo. air; that would be much worse. Abuse is 
Dot 80 dangerous when there is no vehicle of wit or delicacy-no subtle 
eonveyance. The difference between coarse and refined ahuse is as the 
difference between being bruiRAd by !It! club, and wounded by • poisoned 
arrow! " 

Cenfl1lN, 1Ic., without Personal Offence.-Mr. James Grant 
wrote in his U Random Recollections" (1837): •• Persons unacquainted 
with the secrets of the prison.house would natnrslly infer that those 
members of opposite politi.swhom they ... night after night 80 besrtily 
abusing eaeb other, were not on friendly terms together. There are some 
cases in which the conclusion would be just; in the great majority it 
would not. Before and aftet the dissolution of Sir Robert Peel's Govern. 
ment. the right honourable baronet and Lord John Russell were often seen 
in most friendly conversat.ion t<»gether. Some weeks after the meeting of 
ti,e p ..... nt Parliament, Mr. Hughes Hughes, tho member for Oxfon\, 
made a most riolent attack on Mr. O'Connell, pointedly refening, among 
crther things, to his ordering death's-heads and cl'O&S·bones to be painted 

TT 
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over the doo .. of th ... electo .. who would not vote for his nominee in the 
oounty of Cork. Mr. O'Connell repelled the attack with equal violence, 
and retorted-ilS he did to Mr. Show, the member for the Univeroity of 
Dublin, on another OCCasiOD..:L..that Mr. Hughes's head was a calf'a-head.. 
Some nights afterwards both gentlemen were seen walking arm-m-arm up 
Parliament-street, on their way home from the Honse.!' The same wnwr 
gives another instance, ~ which Lord Brougham and O'Connell were eon. 

o earned. In the session of 1s:J4. tho former had denounced O'Connell in 
the Hou .. of Lorde 88 a great national mendicant, and contrasted him 
with distinguished moo who would Dot be dependent npcD the bounty of 
othe... In the following year tbey met &t a public dinner, there being 
only one penon s .. ted between tbem; wben Brougham proposodto take 
wine with O'Oonnell, and th~y drank to each other, Brougham saying, 
U We ba.ve not dnmk. wiDe together since we eat tete a fete at a public 
dinner in 1823." 

V' Scenes in the House of :Lords.-Several disorderly .. enes beve 
been referrsd to in the foregoing pages t.ee pp. 85, 58, &c.). Mr. James 
Grant depicte one that occurred on the 2nd of Angnst, 1885. The fol. 
lowing is a summary of his .. connt: Counsel bad been be&rd at tbe ber 
of the House against the Municipal Corporations BiU, and a question 
arose DB to the exammation of witnesses, whon the Earl of Winchilsea, 
with great warmth, said; U We are a.rrivod at a most fearlul eMf!. 
Never did tbera exist sueb a state of tbings as the present. This Honse 
was never in such a situation. (U Hear. hear I" from the Duke of Cumber
Iaod and otber noble lords.) And 1 do not see, after what has p .... d at 
the bar of this House-after the able exposure of the certain ~onsequenees 
of this meaanre whieb has been made-how any Doble lord 08D ley his 
band on his heart and vote for this bill. I implora y01l1" lordahips, from 
the bottom of my heart, not for one moment to eotertain this most atro
cious measure. I would Bcorn to belong to a House which could entertain 
it. In God's name let it be rejected now." (Here the vehemence of the 
noble lord'a manner was 80 great 88 to impede his utterance.)-Lord. 
Melbourne, who appeared perfectly calm and dispassionate, moved the 
adjournment of the further consideration of the question till Monday, 
when he would propose that the House resolve itself into 8 committee on 
the bill.-Tbe Duke of Newcastle: 1 wish to nnde .. tand the noble 
viscount correctly. Do you (addressing Lord Melboume) mean to refoso 
hearing the oJ!er<id evidenceP-Lord Melbourne: Certainly.-The Duke 
of Newc .. tle (witb mueb energy): Then 1 heve no besitation in saying 
th.t tbe conduct of tbe noble viscount is contrary to what ougbt to be the 
conduot of a man, of a Minister of the Crown, of & British peer, and of 
a Britisb subject. He is taking from tbe people of this country tbeir 
p1'operty, by tho most unoonstitutional and most arbitrary me&D8. I have 
no besitation in .. yiDg Ido think tb.t the measnre before your lordships 
is 80 atrocious 88 to render the noble viscount liable to impeachment; nnd. 
if no other person brings forward a motion for his impeachment, I myself 
will do it.-Lord Brougham: I beg to ramind tbe Dobis duke that, in his 
zeal for the impeachment of my noble frieod, be haa overlouked the im. 
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portant circumstance, that as he himeelf will have to set as a judge when 
my noble friend is impeached, he C8IIJlot slso be his prosecutor. The 
impeachment must come from the Oommons; and when the other House 
does impeach my uoble friend, I eba11 give the .... , nnbi .... d and 
impartial consideralion.-The Duke of Cumberland (who bed been 80 

mucb excited as to be UDab1e to remain. in his seat): We are too wa.rm at 
preeent for considering tbe question before the Honee. We bed better 
adjourn the Hons. till Monday.-Lord Brougbe.m said they must 1irot 
adjoum the consideration of the qUestiOD, adding. in a peculiarly sa.reastic 
mlUlDer. "I do not think that we are at all too-warm." The question was 
then adjourned, 88 proposed . 

.&. Royal Qua.rrel in the Lords.-Mr. Grevillo writes as follows, 
F.b. 26, 1829 , ... The d.bete on Monday night in the Hous. of Lords [on 
tbe Catholic Relief Bill] was very amusing. It was understood the Duke 
m Clarence was to speak, and there was a good deal of curiosity to hear 
him. He made a very tolerable speech, of courae with a good des1 of s_ 
in it, but such B.B it was it has exceedingly disconcerted the other party 
[againat the bill]. The three royal dukoa-C1aronce, Cumberland, and, 
Su.ssex-got up one after another. and attacked each other-that is, 
Clarence and Susses. attacked Cumber1a.nd, and he them-very vehemently, 
and they naed towards each other langoage that nobody ela. could have 
ventured to employ; so it WBB a very droll scene. The Du~e of Clarence 
said tbeattacks on tho Duke of Wellington bed b •• n infamou.; tho Duk. 
of Cumberland took this to himself, bnt when h. began t<> answer it could 
Dot recollect the expression, which the Duke of Clarence directly supplied 
-' I said. infamous.' The Duke of Susses. said that the Duke of Clarence 
had not intended to ·apply the word to tho Duk. of Cumberland, but if be 
ChOBO to lake it to hims.1f h. might. Theu the Duke of Claronc. aaid 
that the Duke of Cumberland bed lived ao loug abroad that h. had 
forgotten there was such & thing as freedom of debate." 

.&. Conflict hetween the Woolsack a.nd the Episcopal Bench. 
.-Convoc&tion.-A. remarkable p .... g. of worda took plac. in 1864 
between Lord Chancellor Westbury and some of the occupants of t,he 
episcopal bench. Lord Huughton bed caUed attention in tho Hons. of 
LordB to the recent judgment of Convocation in the case of .. E86&YS and 
Reviews," and asked the Government whether the law officers had bean 
cowmlted 88 to the powers of ConvocaHon to pass BUch.& judgment, and 
the immunity of members of that body from proceedings at common la.w 
in COJl2squenee. The Lord Chancellor replied in & speech full of BBrCllSlD. 

and undisguised contempt for both Convocation and the episcopacy. 
As to tho first be Oaid, .. There are three mod.s of dealing with Con. 
vocation when it is permit.ted to come into action and transact real 
busin.... Tbe first is, while they or. bennlessly busy to take no 
notice of the proceedings. The second is,. when they Beem likely to get 
into mischief .to prorogue and put an end to th.ir proceedings. Th. 
third, when they have done something clearly b~yond their powers, i8 
to bring them before a court of justice and punish them." He went 
on to show that no action of Convocation, and nothing it might pro-

T T 2 
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nounce, had validity without the sanction of the Crown, and &Dy attempt 
to enforce its UIl8&nctioned decrees would involve the penalties of prtB .. 
""",ir.. He then ... f.rred to the judgment it&elf, .. Assuming that the 
""port of tha judgmeut which I heve mad is • correct one, I am heppy 
to ten your lordshipe that whet is call.d a eyuodical judgment is simply 
a series of well.lubricated terms--a sentence so oily aud 80 saponaceous. 
that no on. could grasp it. Like an eel it slips throngh yom: lingers,
it is simply nothing, and I am glad to ten my noble friend thet it 
is literally DO sentence at all." He called upon the biBhops to pause 
hefo... they entemd upon proceedinge winch, under certain circum
etsnces, might enwl the p.n&1ti.s he had hefo.. alludad to, and then 
continued: .. Those who ·concur with me "",y prohebly thiDk that by 
protesting against snch a C0Ul'89 they may save themselves from eonse· 
quouces, but if there he any attempt to carry Convocation heyond ite 
proper limite, their hest plan after protesting will he to gather up th.ir 
garmente and leave the p1sce, rememhering the pillsr of salt, and ..... lring 
not to cast a look hebind." (Langhter).-The Archbishop of Canterbury 
(Longl.y) mildly d.f.ll.ded the course token by Convocation, eo a nece_ 
vindication of the doctrine of th. Church of England, but the Bishop of 
.oxford (Wilherforc.), who had been ref.rm to pointedly by Lord West. 
bury, denounced him warmly. He said: .. H 8 man has no respect for 
himself, be ongbt at all .vente to "'"P.ct tha.audieuc. hefore whioh be 
sp.aks, and wh.n the highest ... preeentative of the law in England in' 
your lordships' court, upon a matter involving tbe liberties of the subject 
and tbe religion of the realm, and all those high troths concerning which 
this dise1lB8ion hoe aris.n, can thiDk it fit to descand to ribaldry-in which· 
be knows that h. can oslely indulge, because those to whom he addresese 
it will have too much "'"P.et for th.ir charactars to answer him in like 
sort-I say that this Honse hoe ground to complain of heving ita character 
nnn.c .... rily injurad in the sight of the people of this land, by one occu· 
pying 80 high a position within it. . . I would rather subject ~yaelf, 
in t.be presence of my countrymen and of your noble House, to any· 
amount of that mvective and insinuation, and all those arts of, I will not 
say what part of the bar of England, of which we have seen something 
to~nigbt-I would, I repeat. rather & thousand times incur it all. than have
to look back on my deathbed upon myself .. ono of those who had not 
striven for the truth of our Establlshad Church, and had Dot encountemd, 
beoause I W1l8 afraid personnlly of the consequences, anything which tho 
maintenance of that truth might entail. n 

Inapt Quotation.-It h.., not nofrequ.ntly happ.ned that quota
tions introduced in debate, frolQi.poetry especially, have ~ misunder. 
stood or interpreted too literally, and occasioua1ly stormy scenes haft 
occurred from this emuse. Two or three may be mentioned. On one 
occRsion, while Lord "Brougham was ChRllcellor, the Duke 01 Buckingham 

• Thi. epithet derived perrona.l point from the fact that; ltishop Samuel 
Wilberforce, wlio WaB reputed. to have drawn up the judgment, had long before 
been Diokna.mod by hie opponents u Soapy Sam." 
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..... addressing the H01l88 of Lords, and brought his harangue to & 00Il. 

el1l8ion in the following terms: .. The noble and \eartJed lord OD the ... 001. 
_k and his oolleeguee think they heve buried tho noble earl [Grey, who 
had just retirod from office] in bi. political oepulehro, and thet ho will DO 
more dietnrb them; bnt they will find themsolTeo mistskon. Tho spirit 
of tho Doble earl will burst ito "IeDlonl8 and will honnt thom in their 
festivitiee, and dietnrb the DOble ... d learned lord on tho ';'ooloook in the 
midst of his • potations pott1e deep.'.. Lord Brougham, in groot agit&
tion, rose from the .. ooleock ... d replied, .. As to the eoneInding obee .... 
sons of the noble duke, all I shell .. y is that I do not frequent the oeme 
abaret or ale-b01lS8 88 he does. N (Loud cries of. " Order ! ~J) U A.t all 
_Is, I do not reeolloet having met the Bohle earl referred to at the 
noble duke'. a1 ... h01l88 potatiOO8. My lords, I hove not & oIeng dietiODalY 
at hand --." Moot of thoee present here .... to order, ... d &mid the 
uproar the Chaneellors voice 1FBS lost~ but he persisted for some time, 
nntil the Duke of Buckingham (who apparently had been enjoying the 
.. en.) rose to ~Iain that he had merely intended a pleaBBDtry, ... d thet 
h. had only borrowed for the purpose a qnol8tion from Shakesp ........... 
fact which the House at first did not seem to recognise. 

Unintentional Ofrence.-Another inotonee of umortnnote qnoto.. 
tion ocourred in 1853. Th. Earl of Derby had moved anameDdment to 
tho Canada Clergy ReoervAs Bill, Which moasore .... oupported by the 
Bishop of Oxford (Wilberforce), who read an extraet from Burk. to OD· 

fore. the remark thet the Am.rican people wonld resist any attempt to 
'" wrest freedom from them by fOl"e8 or shu:fDe it from them by chieaDe." 
which he inforred would be the elfect of the ameDdment. The Earl of 
Derby objeeted to tho words jnst noed, aa an appJieation of terms whioh 
.eouId not be made without giving offence. Tho Bishop of Orlord ex· 
plained that h. had made the allnsiOil with a smile and in a playful way, 
without intention to offend, and that the noble earl himself had erred in 
.apeaking of the promotera of the bill .. adopting a .hullling and shifting 
policy. The Earl of Derby therenpOll oaid: .. My lords, I accept at once 
the expIaoation which has been offered by the right reverend prelate; bnt 
when he tells me thot it is impOBSiblo for him to .. y anything offensive 
beeanoe he has a omiling faee, h. wiIl10rgive m. if I quote in his preaence 
from & .. ell·known anthor, withont intending in the 1_ to apply the 
words to him-

• A. man IDAY smile, and ami1e, and be .. 'riIl&in.' •• 

Interruption here took place, and BOme la.u.gbter, but more indications 
of di88pprovaI among the noble lords preaent. Tho Earl of Derby 
l'e81lIDoo: n I am at a loss to conceive to whom what I .y ea.n be 
offensi ...... -Th. Earl of OIarendOD started .xcitedly to his feet .... d oaid 
-with mueh emphasis, Ie It ~ to me. (Loud cheers.) It is to me. I say. I 
and my noble friends near me were offended by that expression. We &1'8 

not accDBtomed to h ... ouch ."1'_0.... (prolongad cheera.) W. are 
Dot accustomed, even in the language of poetry, to hear such & word as 
• vil\ain' applied to ... y noble lord in this h01l88."-Tho Doble lord oat 
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down amid renewed cheering. afler which the Earl of Derby declared 
that he thought such inlerference quile uncalled for. and again that ha 
had meant nothing personally oilenaive. The incident, ... biIa it lasled,. 
oa.used unnsual excitement. 

Olrensive Speech rorbidden.-{}ne of the atanding OIders of the 
House of Lords runs 88 follows: II To prevent misundersta.ndings, and for 
avoiding offensive speeches, when matters are debating eitherm the H0U88 
or Oounuitleea. it is for honour's sake thought fit end so ordered, that aU " 
personal, all&l'p. or taXing speeches be forborne j and whosoever &1lSwereth 
another man's speech, shall apply his answer to the matter without wrong
to the person j and as nothing oifensive is to be spoken, 80 nothing is to. 
be ill.taken, if the party that speaks it shall preasntly make a fair exposi. 
tion or clear denial of tha worde that might bear any ill eonatrnmon; and 
if any offence of that kind he ,pven, as tha House itaelf will be very .. ,
sible thereof, so it will sharply cenanrs the offenders, and ,pve tha party 
offended a fit reparation and full satisfactiou." 

Scenes in the Rouse of Co_ou.-A Disturbance Quelled 
by the Spea.kel'.-In the reign of Cherles n., a .. ene occurred which 
is thus reported in n Grey's Debatos : "_" The question being put. whether 
a forth .. adare .. should he made to the King for recall of his subjecta 
00" in the ecmce of the French king, tha grand counuittce divided, anel 
the tellers. Trevor Williams and Sir John -Hanmer, differing in "their 
account of the yeas and noos, some called' Tell again: others' Report j , 

on which great dieorder begen, gentlemen rising from their places and 
mingling in the pit: hot and provoking discoursoe and gestures paeced 0 .. " 

both sides, especially hetwixt Lord Oavendish and Sir John Hanmer. 
Some ssid that Lord Oavendish'. sword was half drawn out, but prevented 
by Mr. RUBSeU, who kept close to him; others saiel that Lord Cavendish 
epat in Sir John Hanmer's face, bnt that .... only cagernece of speech; 
but it was visible to all thet Sir Jam .. Smith, setting his arms on biB side, 
did in a rnde monne. make through th" crowd, and jostlad BOvera!, and 
came to the table, where yet more hot discourses passed between him and 
Lord Cavendish, Mr. Saeheverell, and several others j Mr. Stockdale and 
l!Iome others setting their feet upon the mace, which lay below the table. 
in the ueuaI pl""e at grand .. unuitleee. The disOIdc. continuing nasr 
half an hour, the slenders.by on the upper henches expeoled very fatal 
oousequenc8s migbt h&ve followed, especially when the young gallants as. 
Mr. Thyune, Mr. Newpon, and severnl otbers leaped over the seats to join 
Lord Oavendiah. But the Speaker [Sir Edward Seymour] very opportunely 
and prudently rising for his soat near the bar, in & l'Csoluto and slow pace, 
made his three respecta through the orowd, and took the ohair. The mac .. 
.... still retained by the said gentlemen; but at \Bat heing foroibly laid 
upon the table, all the disorder oeased, and the kOntlemen went to their 
p\aece. The Speake. said that, to bring the Houscinto Old .. again, h. 
took the chair, though not aocording to order. His act .... generally 
approvad. Sir Tholll&B Lee movad that the ... might he an engagement 
passed, on tho honour of every member, etanding up in his place, to. 
proceed no further in anything that had happened.» 
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The Kouse Compared to .. lIIIena.gme.-Mr. James Grant 
NIDAJ'ks, respecting scenes which ho.ve occasionally occurred. in later 
days, that Lord Brougham once compared the House to a menagerie, 
and the application of the term would heve bean moat appropriate to ,. 
scene he himself witnessed in July. 1835. Had a blind person been that 
Diglit conducted into the honse, and not told wha.t the place was, he woold 
88S1lredly have supposed he was in BODle zoological establishment. The 
question OOlol'O the House was the re-committal of the Municipal Corpo
.. tiona Bill; and ,. member (Mr. Hngh .. Hughea) rising to addre .. the 
House was assailed with tremendous uproar. The MOf'Aing Po.' of. the 
following day thus describod the Beene: If The most confused BOunds, 
mysteriously blended. issued from aU comers of the house. ODe honour .. 
able member near tho ber repeatedly called out· Read' (to the member 
endeavonring to addreea the Honea). in an exceedingly beaa and hoarse 
voice. At repeated intervals & .ort of drone.1ike humming. having a1moat 
the souud of a distant bend· organ or bagpipe.. ieaued from the baok 
benches ;--eoughing. sneezing. &lld ingeni01l8ly extended yawning blended 
with the other BOunds, 8lld produced a tout ensemble which we have never 
heard excelled in the house. A single voice from the ministerial benches 
imitated very &ecurately the yelp of ,. kOllOeI\ed hound." The moat 
graphic de.cription (continu .. Mr. Grant) would faU ehort of the scene 
iUlelf. ODe honourable member imitated the crowing 01 & cock so admir. 
ably. that yon could not heve distingniehed it from the performance of ,. 
real. chanticleer. Nor far from the aa.me spot issued BOunds marvellously 
resembling the bleating of a ehe.p. blended oc ... ionally with the like 
imitation of the braying of an 888, by an honourable member & few yards 
distant. There were yelpings worthy of any canine animal, and excellent 
imitations of the sounds of sundry instruments not mentioned by the 
Morning POBf. The deafening uproar was completed by the cries of 
" Chair, chair!" II Order! JJ groans, laughter, &c., which proceeded from 
all parts of tbe honea. The Honse had determined on a division. and " 
division on the question had the effect of restoring order. . 

A Scene in the Commons in 1872.-0n the 19th of March. 
1872. Sir Oharl .. -Dill ... rose in tne Honea of Oommoll& according to 
notice, U to call attention to the Oivil List," and to move for certain 
returns. There was & very :full house to hear him. much excitement 
heving be&ll produced by Sir Oberl •• •• leetnrea in VSri0U8 parts of the 
country on l'Oyal expenditure, &e. .' He was received with groans, but 
Jistaned to attentively. and Mr. Gledstone followed him with & forcible 
reply. Mr. Auberon Herbert then 1'Ose to second Sir Charles's motion, ' 
and the pent.up wra.th of the House was showered upon him. Groana, 
hisses, and other interruptions assailed him, but he persisted in the 
attempt to make hilll80lf heard. upon which hUlldreds of members ro.e 
and left their seats in a body. mOlly remaining below the ber. Presently 
the honourable member was beard t.o avow himself an advocate of 
republiean principles, and the declaration was received with a shout of 
indignation. As he went on, other tooties were adopted. A member 
moved thet the HOllBe he COUllted, and the motion was repeated uutil thet 
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ceremony had been performed three times in about ten minutes,' but 
without the expeoted result. A young nobleman then declere<! he" espied 
strangers in the gallery," and the house was eonaequentlyeleared of the 
reporters, &e., but .it happened that the oeenpanta of the ladies' galle;" 
were allowed to remain. The scene that eDBUed was described in the 
Daily News, from" a trustworthy source :"_flThe interruptions which 
had taken pl .. e during the earlier portion of Mr. Herbert's speech were 
now redoubled. From the less prominent parte of the honse, to which 
the Conse1'T&tive members had retired. an incessant clamour arose. 

I 
Cockcrowing in every vari~, from tbe~~l!l'88cryof,t1!e cochin to the 
elinII notLQf§e 6iiDtiun, and otl,er farmyarcLsound •• 3ogether mill 
repea~~i!nitatioliB -ol-therlse:..!!!!c1. ~!_ o! ,Mr~ Herbet1~!.o.ice, prevented 
8 BiDgle ..nto"c.ori1i8 speAker ~m reaehing the .... of th ... who were 
aaenmed to be tbe auditors. When the clemonr was at ita height, 

. Mr. Dodson (Chairman of Committees) made an earneet appeal to the 

\ 
Chair, asking whether the 80unds which issllOd from behind the Speaker'e 
chair ,and from below the bar were not gro .. violatione of .rder. The 

I'Speaker, in reply, stated thet the eonnda were undoubtedly out of order in 
tha.t hOlUl8, a.nd he could not refrain from expressing the extreme pain 

. with which he had witnOBBed the aeene that had taken piece. In the 
e1ight lull which followed, Mr. ;Herbert announced that if the Honae ",onld 
listen to him for live minute. he wonld undertake to Iiniah his observations. 
Amid considerable interruptioua, Mr. Herbert was allowed to proceed. 
but wben, on the espira.tion 01 the five minutes. he manifested a desire to 
continue his speech, the clemour burst forth afresh. Mr. Herbert &aicI 
that the interruptione had depriTed him of a minute and a half of the 
time geanted him, and thet if the Honse wonld give him that minute and 
a half h_e would be content. The Speaker hereupon called Mr. Herbert to 
order, stating that it was irregnler and improper to appeal to' ths Honse, 
and that he ought to addrcBS himaelf to the Chair. Mr. Herbert then 
:resumed his seat amid the greatest excitement and: eonfusiou." Mr. 
Mnndelle followed him with a speech against the motion, and the galleries 
we", re-opened after. about an hour had elepaed. Eventually. division 
was taken on the motioD. aud thero were found supporting it only Sir 
CharI .. DUke and Mr. Herbert, ths nnmbers against them being 276. 

Defying the Kouse. - Lord P.lme .. ton wrote to a reletive, 
Feb. 27, 1810: .. We had lest night a moat extraordinary displey of folly, 
coarseness, and vulgarity from Fuller, who, because Sir Jo1m .A..nstruther. 
Chail'Dl8D. of the Oommittee, would not take notice of him, when he 
aevera! time. attempted to rise, in ordor to put 80me very geoBB and abenrd 

/

QUeBti01l8 to Lord Ohatham, flew out into BUch a passion, and SWON, 

and abused the Chairman and ths HOUBB to such a dsgrcs that it hseame 
at lut n ...... ry to commit him to cn.tody~· Aa_ h. went out he shook 
his fie! at the Speaker. and said he W88 a d 'insignmca.nt lime 
Puppy, and;&nnpplug Jii8ll:ngers at him, &aid he did not care IlIM for 
him or the Houso either. He is now &Dl1l8ing himself with the Serjeant
at-Arms, and I think was very lucky in not being aent to N ewgate or the 
Tower!' 



VARIETIES.-

The PlimsoU Episode.-On the 22nd Of July, 1875, Mr. DisroeIi, 
in announcing the intentioDS of the Government with respect to certain 
bills before the House, DaDled the Merchant Shipping Bill as one that.. 
would be withdrawn. Mr. Plimsoll, member for Derby, who bad long 
been zealous in the advocacy of a measure of the kind, and who bad 
lIDderstood that the Government was pledged to p .... eed with the bill, 
spoke with au air of great agitation. U Sir,)) said he. n I eamestly 
entreat the right hoD. gentleman at the haed of the Goveroment not to 
-consign some thousends of living- human beinge to & miserable death. 
• . . Continually, every winter, hundreds and hundreds of brave men 
are &eDt to death, and their wives are made widows and their chilo 
dren are made fatherless, so that a few _speou1&tive scounchels, in whose 
hearls there is neither the love of God: nor the fear of man. may make 
-1IDb&ll0wed ga.in. (Chee,..) There are shipowne ... in this country 
-of ours who never build & ship and who never bo.y a new one, 
bet are simply what ate called • ship.lmackers,' and I heard an "". 
Secretary of the Treasury, in the lobby, call ODe of my collesgees in 
this Honse & 'Bhip.knacker.' "-Called to order now by the Speaker for 
mo.king observations on B bill not immediately before the House, the 
honourable gentleman gave notice that on 8 future evening he would ask 
whether & certain member (whom he named) was the owner of several 
_Is which bad recently been ahandoned at ..... and would put similar 
-questions respecting other members &Iso. .. I am determined (added the 
honourable member in a.lo~d voice, and raising his clenched fist) to unmask 
the vill.ains who send these sailors to death."-The Speaker: The honoura.ble 
member made use of the wol'd (I villain." I hope he did not use it with 
Teference to any member of this House P-Mr. Plimeoll (in an. excited tone. 
and advancing to the front of the table): I did, Sir, and I don't mean to 
withdraw it. (Loud cries of U Order/')-The Speaker: The observation 
of the hono11l'8.ble member is altogether unparliamenta:l'Y, s.nd I must again 
ask him whether he persists in nsing ito-Mr. Plimsoll: And I most again 
decline to ret_to-The Speaker, after another inefiectusl appeal, B&id he 
must \eave th6 matter to the judgment of the Ho ... ; and Mr. Plimsoll 
Ttl81UDed his ... t, still manifesting great excitement.-Mr. Dieraeli there. 
upon rose; and, remal'king that the member for Derby had conducted 
himself in a manner almost unparalleled, moved that the Speaker do 
;reprimand him for his diaorderly and violent conduet.-The Speaker: In 
aeeordance with the practice of the' House. the honourable member for 
-Derby will be heard in his place, and will then withdraw.-Mr. Plimsoll at 
-once left the hOUS8~ two or three of hie friends trying to persuade him to 
offer an expla.nation. The question having been put from the eho.ir, the 
Marquis of Hartington suggested th&t it would be better that action upon 
the matter shonId be postponed for a short time, in the hope that the 
honourable member might be induced to aet himo.1f right with the Ho ...... 
Several friends of Mr. P1imso1l spoke apologetically on his beh&lf, declar. 
ing that he had been over.wrought by his elI'orte in connection with the 
subject, and that he was, in fact, extremely ill; and the eubject was then 
adjourned for a week. When it again came before the House, Mr. 
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Plimsoll read a carefully.written apology, withdrawiug e"er:r expression 
contrary to parliamentary usage, but adding that he did not withdraw 
any atatement of fact. The Houee waa diapoaad to be generoue, and 
readily acoopted Mr. Diaraeli's auggeation to treat the apology aa .. tie-' 
fllCtor:r &ad complete. The order waa conaequently diacharged. 

.a. Parallel to the l'limaoU C .... e.-In 1778, an attack waa made 
in the House of Commons on Lord. North, in reference to a contract for 
rum. In the eourBe of the dehate a aeeue oeeurred which is thue d .. cribcd 
by Horace Walpole in his U Journal : "_" Lord George Gordon,. B younger 
brother of the duke, atarted up &ad aaid Lord North .. aa the contractor 
for all eontractora, and he could prove had attempted to make a villano .. 
contract-he offered hia brother the duke £1000 &yeer if he would get 
him, Lord George, out of Parliamont, but the duke had rejected the 
villanons offer. Such unparliamentary language created great hubbub. 
Many tried to eonvinoe the yonng lord of the unparliamentary indecency of 
the term villanons. Lord North W&8 exceedingly confounded, but did not 
deny the charge; he eu1y pleaded that there was nothing <ilia ...... in the 
offer. ,Lord George waa at Iaat peraueded to retract the term, But he . 
.. id the fact was troe, and the HoUBO might call it by what name they 
pleased." 
. .a. Duel Pzevel>ted.-Horace Walpole write&, May 26, 1778 <

General Burgoyne appeared in the Houae of Commona (to defond him. 
self, on hie return from America). , . Temple LutireU compared the 
conduct of Burgoyne with that ef Lor<). George Germain, who, he aaid, 
had been promoted for dieobedien.e and timidity. Lord George started: 
up iu the most violent rage, and, clapping his band on his aword. said, 
though he WB8 an old man, he would not hear II11ch an inault from a 
young man, who was an a&8BB8in and of the most wretched character. 
Thia produced the higheet warmlh and clamour. Lultrall went out of Ihe 
hona. that they might not be prevented fighting; but they forced him 
back by order of Ihe Honse, when he would not retract a syUable, aaid he 
had aaid notw,.g but wbat was on record, and deelared he would be Bent 
to prison rather than rel .... t. Lord North aaid • few faint worde for 
Lord George, though he owned he had been disorderly. Mr. Butler wae 
for committing LultreU, but moot condemning Lord George; the latter 
made a.pologies, and called Luttrell hie noble friend, which the latter re
jeeted wilh great indignation. The eonfnaion laated above two ho .... 
when Luttrell was forced to dia.laim any further roeonlmant. 

Duel betweel> Lord George Germ&i». .... 4 Go,..,... .... 
JohnBtoDe.-On Deeember 14th, 1770, Lord George Germaiu moved, 
in the ~onee of Commoua," Tlmt the Speaker do write to such e1deat 
sons and heirs apparent of peers, King's serjeants, and masters in 
Chan.er:r, .. are memba .. of this Honse,.,.d to the Attorney and SOlicitor 
General, and to requeet.thom to attend in Iheir places ever:r day, at two 
of Ihe .Iock, and to assiet in earr;ring hilla to the Lorde." The honour of 
-the nation, he said, was coneamed in thi8.-Govem~t, Johnstone won ... 

• The Lord George of the Gordon Riots. 
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dered that the noble 10m Bhonld intereot him .. lf eo deeply in the hononr 
of the nation, when he had been hitherto BO reganlless of hi. own.-Th .... 
words occasioned a duel, the particnlBl8 of which a.re given in the n Par .. 
!i&menta.ry History." On the 17th, while Govern .. Johustone ..... 
attending a committee, he received a message from Lord George, when it 
was IUTIUlged tbet they ehonld moot in the Ring, in Hyde Park, an hour 
afterwards-the weapons to be pistols, 88 the govemor W88 suffering 
from a wound in his aim. The antagonists having prepared their pistols, 
Lom George callad on the governor to fire, which the governor refused, . 
.. ying that, .. hia 10Mahip bronght him there, he must fire firet. Shots. 
were then excbanged, neither of which took elfeet. Lom George then 
fired his second pistol. and as he was taking down his arm, the gotemor's. 
eeeond ballln't hia 10Mahip'. pistol, broke some part of it, and one of th ... 
ap1inte ... grazed hia hand. The oeeonds immediately int.rpooed, and th .. 
aftair was ended. 

Political Duelling Clubs.-A aingular story is told by Sir J 0Jieh,. 
BarriDglon, of tho duelling clubs proposed respectively by the Unionists. 
and their oppononts, dnring the dehate. in the Irish Parliament in 1799. 
Sir Jonah describes a dinner given by Lord Oastlereagh, at his h81lS8 in 
Memon..meet, at which were entertained abo-va eighty ot his most. 
staunch friends, consisting of n tried men:' and men of II fighting' 
families," who might foel an individU&l. pride in resenting every per
SODality of the Opposition, and in identifying their own honour with that
of the Government. When the wine had been sufficiently circulated, the
great que.tion of the evening was ekilfully introduced by Sir John 
Blaquiere (afterwards Lord Blaquiere), who of a.ll me~ was beat calcu
lated to promote a gentlemanly, convivial, fighting conspiracy. Having
sent round many loyal, mingled with joyous and exhilarating toasts, he
stated that he understood the Opposition were 'disposed to personal 
unkindness, or even incivilities, towards his Majes~s best friends-tho
Unioniots of Ireland. He was determined thet nc man ehonld advan.e 
upon him, by degrading the party he had edopted &nw the meaonre he WIlB
pledged to 8Upport. A full humper proved hia aineenty; the snbjeot was 
discussed with great glee, and some of the company began to feel zeal for 
U active service." It was also proposed, before they broke up, that there

_ should be a clinner for twenty o~ thirty every day in one of the committee
chambers, where they could be always at hand to make up a House, or for~ 
any emergency which should call for an unexpected reinforcement during' 
any pm of the discussion. The novel idea of such a detaehment of 
legislators was considered whimsical and humorous, and, of course, was. 
not rejected. After much wit. and many flashes of convivial bravery, tho
meeting separated after midnight, fully resolved to ... t, drink, .peak, and 
fight for Lord O .. tleroagh. They so far kept their word that the sup
porters of the Union indisputably showed more personal spirit thnn their' 
opponents during the session. Sir Jonah professes to have had this story
on the morning after the dinner, from one of the company, and he goes 
on to describe tIle opposition meeting which W88 held at Cha.rlemont_ 
House on the f41110wing da.y. He assures us that when the plan reported_ 
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to ba"" been resolved on· by the Castle party wsa e.plained. it .. as hotl)' 
contended by some th&t the partisans of Government should be taken at 
their word, and that the measure Qf the legislative Union should be 
fillbmitted to the orde.l of battle. atuI dise ... ed. not in speechoa in the 
Parliament House, but with pistols in the .. fifteen acres"--8 name given 
to a portion of the Phamis. Pa.rk, near Dublin, 8. favourite nsort of 
du.IIiete. 

Amenities .0£ the Irish P ..... 1iament.~Th. personalities which 
took plac. in the Irish P.rliament. frequentl:y leading to dn.ls. far .clipeed 
anything of. a similar kind recurded of tb. English House of Commons. 
Two or three ...... pl .. may be giv.n. in addition to those which are to be 
found in oth.r portions of this volum.. In the pasesge which occurred 
b.tween Fitzgibbon (Attorney.G.nsrsl) and Curran in 1789. the form.r 
remarked, ... A mountebank. with but one ba.lt' the honourable gentleman's 
th .. trical tal.nt for rant wonId undoubtedly make his fortun.. How.".,.. 
I am eom.wbat Iillrpriesd h. ehonId entertain snch 8 psrIicuIer 8B]lOrity 
against m •• sa I n.ver did him any favonr. But perhaps the hononrable 
gentlema.n imagines he may talk himself into ecmsequenee; if so, I should 
be sorry to obstruct his promotion; he is heartily welcome to attack me. 
One thing. howe".,.. I will _ him. that I hold him in eo small • 
'degree of estimation, either as a man or a lawyer, that I shall never here
.after deign to make him. any answer." Cnrran replyiDg in similar te~ 
a chall.nge from Fitzgibbon followed (p. 196).~Mr. Georg. Ponsonby 
(afterwards Lord Chancellor of Ireland) was for 8 tim. lead.r of the 
-Opposition in the Irish Bouse, and W88 once thns answered by TolM 
(Lord Norbury): .. What I W88 it com. to thi~thet in the Iri.h Houso 
of Commons th.y .hould listen to on. of th.ir own members degrading 
the oharacter of an Irish gentlsman by language thet W88 but fit for 
hallooing on a mob P Had he heard .. maD. out of doors using such lau .. 
gnage .. tbat bvwbioh the honourabl. gsntleman had violated the decorum 
of Parliam.nt, ho would h."" seized the ruffian by the throat and dragged 
him to the dU8t."~But the most striking specim.n of this class of orotary 
'W88 ouoe given by M~. Martiu of Galway. Ponsonby's sister was seated 
with oth.r ladies in the gall.ry of tho bonse. wh.n Martin thus broke 
forth: It These PODSoubya are the eurse of my country. They are pro .. 
stilutes. p.reonally and politically~from that tootbl ... old beg who is now 
grinning in the gallery, to the white·livered eeoondrel who is now shber .. 
iDg on tho 'floor." 

Short Temper ..,.a Long Sword.~HutchinsoD, baving taken 
offeDce at something aaid by Lueas in the Irish Parliament, concluded a 

.severe reply by 8&ying of him ... Ready to wound. but y.t afraid to strike; 
a shattered und.rstanding. a warm head. atuI a cold heart." Lu ... conId 
not gain 8elf~posseBSi.on enongh to answer this, and he had reconrae to 
fighting instead. H. seleeted as his second Mr. Add.rly. who had no 
idea. of danger, and was determined that Lucas should have none either. 
Acoordingly. h. k.pt Luo .. with him. and wonId not allow him to return 
·to his wif.. Lu .... however. who had lost the USB of his legs. determined 
to fight with & very long sword, whioh h. 0& ... for the occasion. .Mr. 
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Add.rly also provided him with ..... of pistols, and thus doubly prepered 
him for the encounter. The matter, however, W88 adjusted by the 
seconds, to the satilda.tion of all pam.s.-Grattan" Lifo and '1'imI.u. 
. Swearing the Peace against .. Member.-A.tory is told of a 
member of the Irish· Parliament, who regularly commenced the session by 
swearing the p.... against Gen.ral A--. Th. fri.ndly magistrate 
before whom this was usually done having died, a stranger succeeded, who, 
after the c.remony hod bean gone through as U811al, thought it only .qual 
justice to bind over the civilian also. co Sir. I have no bail here," observed 
"the latter. 4' Oh! don't lock him up," SlLid the general; If I'll be his bail 
that h.'ll n.ver break the peac. to myeolf or any other of his Majesty's 
subjects." . 

Members "",4 the lIIEob.-Mr. Bramaton, the oon of ths Chief 
Justice of the Queen's Bench, relates what he saw on the 27th December, 
16U, as membe1'8 were entering the house. U I was witness to & lane," 
he says, U made in both the Palace Yards, and no man could pass but 
whom the rabble gsve leave to, crying, .A gooil lord! or .A good man ! 
Let him pas.! I did .. e the Bishop of Lincoln's gown torn. as h. peoeed 
from the stair.heed into the .ntry thet leeda to the Lords' house." 

Hissing .. Minieter.-Th. division on the first reeding of Conway's 
motion for the rep.al of the Stamp Act took plac. F.bruary 22, 1766, 
... .h.n it ..... carried by a majority of 275 against 167. Conway, as he left 
the honoe, wae gre.ted by three loud eb •• rs. On the oth.r hand, hisses 
and revilings 88Sailed Grenville. Horace Walpole, in his U Memoirs," 
says: II The crowd pressed on Grenville with scorn and hisses. He .. 
swelling with rage and mortification, seized the nea.rast man to him by 
the collar. Providentially the fellow had more humour than spleon. 
'Well, if I may not hiss,' said he, 'at least I may laugh '-and laughed in. 
Grenvill.'. f.... Th. jest caught-hod the f.llow b •• n anrly and resisted, 
• tragedy hod prohebly en.u.d." 

A Mob in the Irish House of ParJiament.-Mr. O'FJanagan 
deecrlb .. the popular f.rment thet broke out in Dublin, D.c.mher 8,17.9, 
when the romour got abroad of a contemplated union between Great 
Britain and Ireland. Having be .. t the peoeegeo of the Honse. of ParliB· 
ment, the mob proceeded to all the lengths. that vulgsr and depraved 
tastes could suggest. To show their contempt for the House, they 
brought a feeble old woman and seated her on the throne, where. like King 
Artuemanes in n Bombaste& Furioso."· they placed a pipe in her mouth, 
and insisted on her smoking. They made a sudden irruption into the 
House of Oommons, and were about to make a bonfire of the Journals. 
when, by way of dil""ersion, they proposed. ta hang Rigby, who on 
N ov.mher 21 preYiou.Jy hed been Diade lII.aster of the Rolla. Rigby 
most likely got • hint of th... law1eoo pro •• edings, end h. prudently 
went into the country, so that when they wont to his house with the 
determination of executing him on a g~llows which they prepared for his 
use, he was not to be found. 

;Sxclusion of Sootch Judges from the Commons.~Dr. King 
.relates :-1 knew Mr. Erskine, my Lord Marr's brother; he W88 ODe of 
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-the judgoo in Scot\a.nd. However, he "as by DO meane satisfied with thia 
<>ffiee, and determined to get a asat in the Honse of OommODB, though to 
effect thia he was previonsly obliged to resign his judgeship. For the 
Duke of Argyle, as soon as he was informed thet my Lord Grange 
(Erskine's official title) bed taken his measures so,..ll as to be ours of 
being elected into Parliament, hrenght .. bill into the Honse of Lords, 
whi.h easily passed both Honsas, to disqwilify .... y judge of ScotJ....d to 
trit in the H011B8 of Oommons. 

A Qualliica.tion for OlIice.-Lord Sidmouth 1l8Od oc .... ionally to 
.amuse his friends with. stories 'Of -.. well-known humorist, Mr. Ferguson 
<>1 Pitfour, who held .. s .. t in thd Honse when his lordship 10M Speaker. 
Th.t gentleDl&\l nscd to insist thet the Government ought always to solect 
& tall Dl8D. to fill the office of Lord Advocate. U We Scotch members," 
he said, If always vote with the Lord Advoca.te, and we re_quire. therefore, 
to see him in a division. Now, I can See Mr. Pitt, and I can see :Mr. 
Addingt.oD; bl;lt I ca.nnot see the Lord Advocate." 

BlIried in Oftice.-On· ... e oceasion in the Irish Parlisment, Mr. 
Denis Daly attacked Hnssoy Burgh, who bed voted against a moticu. 
condemning, the Embargo, having on a former occasion opposed it. 
Burgil at that time held office, and, alluding to him, Daly said, .. The 
Treasury bench resembles the grave; it levels all distinctions." 

A. -If Broad.bottomed u AdmiDistratioD.-On the formation of 
a Oabinet by Pulteney in 1742, discontent was excited by the omission of 

. acme of the losde .. in the combination of the Whig and Tory perti .. 
which had overthrown Walpole, and & meeting was held on the subject 
at th. Fonntain Tavern in the Strand, at whieil the Duke of Argyle mad. 
the obaorvation that the Adminiatrotion ohould' be founded upon the broad 
bottom of both parties. Horace Walpole wrote to M&1lo, .. One now 
h.... of nothing but the broad bollom; it is tho reigning cant word, 
and m...... the taking of all parti.. end people indHferently into the 
Ministry. JJ 

,. Subscription MiD.istriea."-A. hundred years after Horace 
Walpole, Mr. J. Oroker wrote to a friend, imder similar cirenmstances: 
.. I think that it is part of. our well understood, though unwritten, consti
tution thet • party which aspires to govern this country ought to beve 
withi" it •• if the m08D8 of filling all tho offie .. , and I tberefore disapprove 
01 m&king .. Subscription MiD.istry. to which eyery man may belong, 
without reference to his undisputed principles or :practices." 

l'.."ty 1II'ame8 .... d CoaJition Governments.-It appears from 
the privately.printed COrr&spondence of the Earl of Aberdeen that, prior 
to the .formation of his U Ooalition" Minist.ry in 1853" Borne negotiation 
took plaoe as to the basis on whieh it ohould be founded. The Duke of 
N .w .... tI. suggested that the name of Whig as ""ll .. that of Paolite 
ohould b. abandoned as far as possible, and merged in the general term 
II Liberal," as the Tories had become" Conservatives." But to this Lord 
John Rnssell replied: .. As to the name of WhiS-- name of wbich Mr. Pitt 
was as _ions .. Mr. Fox-it do .. not belong tI> m. to give it up. If 
people do not oontinue to use that name, well and good. I shan't insist; 



VABIB'!'IEB. 

upoD. being e&lled a Whig rather than & Liberal. We have no Whig 
Club-no other nee of the word than • quem vult 11B1lII.' I do not ... the 
advantage of making aoy formal agreement on the eubjeet.~ Lord 
Aberdeen thereupon remarked to the Duke of N ewcaetle: .. I have no 
doubt Mr. Pitt e&lled himself a Whig--indeed, I Imow that he did ao; 
but, be this as it may. there is no public m&D. on whom the Tory stamp is 
more indelibly p!&eed. Lord John may do as he pi ...... but h. will 
be ea1led & Whig to the end of his life. Thi. is • title of ... hiob some 
pereone are proud, hnt whiob at the present dsy really meaos nothing 
at alL At all events, whatever it may mean, .... do not become 
Whigs by acting with Lom John, nor does he become a Tory by 
acting with us. For my own part I have always repeated the lines of. 
Fope &8 applicabl. to myaelf-

• In moderatiOn plaaing all my glory. 
The Tories oall me Whig, the Whigs • TorJ'a'" 

Ministerial l'%ofliga.cy in the last Century.-Th. open pro.. 
Jligacy which the public tolerated on the part of its leading atstesmen, in 
the earlier years of George m., is thus ref.rred to by Mr. Massey: 
.. The Duke of Grafton, aome time at the head of his Majesty's .Govern
Dlent, was in the habit _of appearing in public with his mistress, 8 common 
woman of the town. Lord Sandwien and Sir Francis Dashwood-the one 
succeasively Secretory of Stste and First Lom of the Admiralty, the 
other Chancellor of the Exchequer-were the most notoriously proftigate 
men of their day. They were the founders of the Franciscan Club, an 
asBociation of a few audacious men of fashion, for the purpose of cele
brating • blasphemous bnrlesqus upon the monastic system aod the rites 
of the Chureh of Rom.. Th.y took a ruinous building in Buckingham
shire, called Medmenham Abbey, which, &8 its name implies, had onc~ 
been a religious house i here .they fitted up eells, assumed the ha.bit of th 
omer of St. Francis, aod with grave mockery performed the ceremoni 
and obssrvaoces of tho conventns1 service. I need not describe th~ 
quslity of the nuns who were admitted to participation in th ... aol.m! 
nities, nor of the choruses which were chanted, nor of the images which 
represented the Virgin and the asints. Nor was this the passing freak 
of a few thoughtl... young men of wit and faohion. The Francise&n 
Club ".so for aom. time the wonder and .caudal of the town. It 
.... mbled •• veral times, and comprioed; besides Saodwich aod Dashwood. 
such men &B Wilkes, PoUer, and Selwyn, most of whom were men of I 
mature age." 

Ministers in their Cups.-Th. deep drinking which was & sooial 
custom in the time of the younger Pitt had its influence occasionally on 
the minister. wbose habit it was to indulge liberally with his friends, when 
fres from the occupations of atste. An epigram of the tim. gave the 
following dialogue between Pitt and his colleague and boon compwon . 
Henry Dundas, afterwaMs Viscount Melville: 

Prrr.-" I O8.DDOt lee the Speaker, Hal; caD. youP" 
DVN~-" Not see the Speaker. Billy' I see two." 
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Spoiling a Patri.ot.-Scott, the Irish Attomey.Generai (afterwards 
Earl of Clonmell, at one of the early aollege e1.ctions bad tak.n a Tery 
active part on the popular side; but aft.er the accession of George m. he
w.nt ronnd to the GOTernment, and yielded to the soli.itatione of Lord 
Townehend, to whom he obeerved, with much humour and little regret, 
U My lord, you have spoiled a good patriot!'-Grattan'. II Life and 
Times." 

a'ackdawa a.ftezo. Cheese.-Lord Treasurer Danby eaid of th ... 
who ..... ived GoTemment pay, in the Peneionary Parliament of Chari .. 
n., that It they came about him like 80 many j.w.kilaws for cheese, at the 
end of every 8e88ion." 

A Cheap Support"". - The following is given In .. Ane.dotee. 
of the Earl of Chethem" :-Towarda the end of the aeasion 1767. the 
SeC1'etary of the TreasulY. Mr. Bradshaw, ODe day accosted. Mr. Lowndes, 
member for Bucks. with. U Sir, you have voted with us an the winter; 
BOme return is Ususny expected on these occasions; and. 88 we are mueb 
obliged to you for your aonatant support, if you ahooee to ac •• pt of two 
hundred lottery tickets, at ten pounds each, they are at yOOl' service!' 
Mr. Lowud .. bowed •• "P ...... d his great fri.ndship for the ...... tary. and 
-aceepted the offer; adding only that 88 the session was just at a close. he 
should. 88 soon as it was finished. go into the country on his priTate 
aftairs, and begged the ti.keta might be sent to ou.h a ana. hia banker; 
whi.h the eecretary heTing promised to .omply with. th.y parted .. Mr. 
Lowndea, hearing nothing of the ti.kets, wrote to hia hank.r. who re
turned for. answer that he ~ not received nor heard of any. :Mr. 
Lowndea uext wrote to Mr. Bradshaw. who. in hi. anawer ... begged a 

. thoneand pardona; the matter bad quite slipped hia momory; and tho 
ti.keto we ... all dispoeed of ex.ept five-and-twenty, whi.h were at hi. 
service." Mr. Lowndes accepted the twenty~five, and they were &ent to-
hia banker's. By theae ti.keto he probably .Ieared about ana hundred 
pounds. 

A Charge of Corro.ptiOIl agaiIIst lIIfiDisters.-In the .01l1'SC of· 
. a debate in oommittee on the 5th of May. 1858, the subject being tho ex
tension of -the Income tax to Ireland, Mr. Go_ Dulfy oppoeed the 
measure, and said, II No doubt 80me lew Irish members have voted con .. 
8oientiously. But, short as my experience in this House has beeD, I must 
oay I do not believe th.t, in the worst dsya of Walpol' or the p.lhame, 
more scandalous corruption existed thaD. I have seen practised under my 
own eyes upon Irish members." This lUlDounooment produced great 
uproar. and Mr; J. Ball maTed .. thet the worde be taken down."-Lord 
Joha Rueeell obeerved thet if Mr. Dully meant to mer to any m.mbel'f. I 
he ought to name them; to which Mr. Dulfy replied that he woold if 
the ebairman of the oommittee .all.d on him to dQ ... -Lord Palm.raton. 
however, suggested thet the honourable member ahould withdraw the 
warda, which were uttered in the heat of debata; a propoeal whi.h .Mr. 
Dulfy doclined to adopt, etatiog that he bad spoken the troth. and would Dot 
nnsay it. An ex.iting debate'followed, aftar which the warda were tak.n 
down, and the ohairman heing ordered to report progress, tlle House 
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resumed. when the ace"""" .. was reported to the Speaker. who asked 
Mr. Dnffy whether he had .... ,.explauation to offer, or would retract.-Mr. 
Duffy declined either&!tem&tive, hut said thet if the H01lll8 would gin 
him a committee. he would Ia,. before them the facta upon "hich his 
conclusions were founded. He then withdrew.-Lord John Russen 
thought that, noder the eircumstan ..... ulterior proeeediugs ought not to 
be suggested by a member of tbe Government, whereupon Mr. Disraeli 
proposed that Mr. Daffy ohould be eaJ.led in and desired to .tete the 
names of the members upon whom he considered the Government had. 
acted in a corrupt mIIoIlDer.-Ou the motion of Mr. Wortle,. the dehate 
WBB adjourned till next de,.. The HOUBB was then crowded b,. peraous 
anxious to witness the sequel of the a:ffair. The Speaker having called on 
Mr. Daffy to explain his words, the honourable member said that he did not 
wish to a"oid the rosponsibilit,. of proving them; that he had not intended 
to convey the meaning of mone,. having been paid, hut thet certoiu lrioh 
members had been induced to abIIoIldon aolemn and circumstanti&! pledges 
in order to .... pt place. This he considered had heen done for their 
own person&! ad'I'aDtogs, and he coold oul,. regard it 88 politic&! corrup
tion. If he had broken the role. of the HOUBB he regretted it.-Lord 
John R11lOieIl tbought that aa Mr. Gavan Duffy did not mean to impute 
pecuniary eorruptioD~ there was no reason to induce the House to carry 
the matter fmther, and ao the affair dropped. 

S ........ t Service lJI[01l8y to lJI[embers. - In a discusaion in the 
Houeo of Lords on a bill fo. tho extension of Oweus Oollege, Manchester 
(March 8, 1870), Lord Romill,., Mast". of the Rolle, made aome remarks 
on the legielation of Parliament on printe bills, which he thought was 
ve.,. uaeatiafaeto.,.. .. A great objection to private legislation was that it 
oul,. ... isted the .. who coold produce a ve.,.1arge sum of moue,.-for he 
did not believe ... ,. private bill. if oppoaed, coald poaa at a I... e_naG 
than 10001. These .. ere judicial functions, and ohoold be treated 88 such; 
but no body of persons weN so incompetent to perform. judicial functions 
properly as committees of the House of Commons. He might mention ... 
very serious fact that had come under his consideration. Shortly after he 
had the honnnr of & seat on the bench, an eminent railway company having 
got into a dispute with one of its directors, he had to toke the .... unto 
between tllem in the Court of Chancery. In going over these accounts 
he found the item of 10.0001. fOr secret service money paid to members 
of Parliament. The director stated in his aftidavit thet the mon.,. had 
been paid; ha disbelieved him, and he dissJIowed the item; and be ouly 
mentioned the oircumstance then, in order to show the scandal that &rOse 
from the present system of private legislation." . 

The Ba.llnt; Question brought Home.-On going into commitl.ae 
on the Ballot Bill in Fobraarr, 1872, Mr. O. Bentinck moved that it be an 
iostroction to the committee that thor had power to provide that votee in 
divisiods of the Hoose of Oommons be token b,. ballot. He arlfDecl thet 
it .... oold protect members from the dictation of tho Treaau.,. Bouch, 88 

well 88 of the constituencies; and said there .... ere pf'P('edente for his 
motion in the occasional practice of foreign Assemblies. Mr. Forster, on 

vii' 
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behalf of the Government, .aid tbe bonoDrable gentleman had been amnoing 
the House with a political j~ Ii'esprit, while it had serious businesa 
before it; but Mr. G. Bentinck came to the defence of his relative with 
the assertion that II more corruption, more bribery, and more intimidation 
were practised within the w&1ls of that Honoe than in all the con. 
stituenci .. of England put together." The Speaker. in reoponeo to the 
eries of the House. called on him to withdraw the etatement; when Mr. 
Bentinck ssid that if· be had uoed an nuparli&mentary expression he 
begged to withdrew it, but he begged to repeat (laughter) that tbere bed 
be .. habitually practised within the waIls of every otber Honae of Commono 
e.cept the present (laughter) intimidation and corruption. He regretted 
the House had not the courage to discuss the proposition.-The motion 
wao then put and negatived . 

.a. Bashful lIII:embe ... -Sir Simonda D'Ewes relates that a bill was 
brought in .. to avoid double payment of debts," and to this bill Mr. 
Zacharias Locke began to speak, .. but for very fear shook so that he could 
DOt proceed, but stood still a while, and at length sat down." 

.a. First .... 4 Last Speech.-Lord North's son, Frederick, after. 
wards Lord Guilford, said, U I once attempted to speak in Parliament, 
and it was not unnatural when I rose that my family name should at once 
:fix every eye upon me. I brought out two or three sentences, when a 
mist seemed to rise belore my eyes; I then loSt my recollection. and 
eould see nothing but the Speaker's wig, which swelled, and swelled, a.ud 
.walled till it covered tbe whole Honae. I then so.nk hack on my seat, 
and never attempted another speech, but quickly .. cepted the Chiltem' 
Hundreds. assured that Parliament was not my vocation. It 

Turning • F.w.ure to Account.-The third E""I of Shaftesbury 
(author of the II Characteristics ") sat in the House of Oommons as Lord 
Ashley at the end of the seventeeth oentury. Speskiug there on a bill 
for granting counsel to prisone .. in caeos of high treaoon, he broke down, 
and we Ilrl'8 told in the U Pa.rliamentary History" :-11 The House, after 
giving him .. little time to recover his confusion, called loudly upon him 
to go on, when he proceeded to this effect, • If, air (addressing himself to 
the Speaker), I, wbo rio. only to give my opiuion on tbe bill now 
depanding, am so .anfonud.d that I am unable to e.preeo the least of 
what I proposed to ssy, what mnot the condition of that man he, who, 
without any assistance, is pleading for his life. and under apprehension 
of being ·deprived of it P" • 

The Inspiration of Cluet.-On a debate in the Hous. of Lorda on 
tho impaachment of Lord Treasurer Danby, in 1678, tho Eorl of Carnar. 
von made what is recorded 88 II a very peculiar speech." (Parliamentary 
Debates; 1668-1741.) .. He is ssid never to have spoken before in that 
Bouse j but having been t eated with wine, and more excited to display his 
abiliti .. by the Duke of Buokingham (who meant no favour to the 
Treasurer, but only ridicule), was resolved before he went up to speak 
upon any subject that would offer itself. A.cordingly he stood up. and 
delivered himself to this effect: • My lords, I nnderstsnd but little of 
Latin, but a good deal of English, "fod not a little of the English history ; 
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from which I have learnt tho mischi.fs of such kind of prosecutions as 
th .... and tho ill fate of tho prosecutors. I could bring m""1 instancoo. 
and those very ancient; but, my lords, I shall go no further back than the 
latter end of Queen Elizab.th·s reign, At which tim. tho Earl of Essex 
was run down by Sir Walter Rawleigb. and your lordships very ",a.1l 
Imow what bee&llle of Sir Walter Rawleigh. My Lord Bacon. he ran 
down Sir Walter Rawleigh. and your lordships know what beoam. of my 
Lord Bacon. The Duke of Buckingham, he ran down my Lord Bacon, 
and your lordships know what happened to the Duke of Buokingham. 
Sir Thomas Wentworth, a.fterwa.rds E&rl of Strafford, l'&Il down the Duke 
of Buekingha.ln, a.nd you all know what beca.me of him. Sir Ha.rry Vane. 
h. ran down the Earl of Strut!ord. and your lordships know what beclLllle 
of Sir Ha.rry Vana. Chancellor Hyde, he ran down Sir Harry Vana, and 
your lordships known what b.OILIIle of th. Cbe.ncellor. Sir ThomM 
Osbonrn. now Em of Danby. ran down Cbe.neellor Hyde; but what will 
beeome of the Earl of Danby your lordships best can tell. But let me ... 
that man that dare run the Earl of Danby down. and we sha.1l 800n see 
what will become of him.·-This ( .. ys tho report) being pronounced with 
a remarkabl. humour end tone. the Duke of Buckingham. both surprised 
and disappointed, after his way cried out, • The man is inspired! and 
elaret hIlS done the business.'" 

Deep W.ters.-In tho old days (remarks Towns.nd) long intervals 
of silence were DOt unll81l8.l. In the &1lcient reports we meet with these 
passages frequently: U .Alter .iZen.Uum., a long while."-u A pause for 
two or three minutes."-"The Houae sat looking at eachother.,,-uWe are," 
Raid an old county member, "like deep waters, the deepel' the silentel'." 

A Twice-told Tale.-An amusing ineton .. of loqnsoity is mentioned 
by the Rav. G. Garrard. in writing in 1633 to Sir Thom&a Wentworth. 
afterwards Lord Str&t!ord. who W&8 at that time the lord deputy in ire
land. U I'll end," he says, .. fearing I have now, at the month's end,1'tlD. 
into the same errol' which I condemned in old Sir Georgo Moore in time 
of Parliament, who, as your lordship may remembel', would about eleven 
of the cleek rise uP. end make repstition of all that bad been spoken·that 
day." . 

Long-winded Omtor,y.-Mr. Townsend mentions that an intermin
able orator, hanmguing to empty benches, whispered to a friend, II I am 
speaking to posterity." II If you go on at this l'ate/' replied his friend, 
"-you willeee your audience before you."-When Hartley, the most prosRie 
of oratore (p. 451). bad a.1l but ol .... d th. Hoos •• end wished some oleose 
of the Riot Act to be read, "Yoo. have read it already," exclaimed Burke; 
,. the mob is dispersed! " 

A Long Speech Cut Short.-Mr. Grevi11. relates tho following, A 
certain bishop in the Houee of Lords rose to speak, and announced that 
he ehould divide what he had to .. y into 'welve parte. when th. Duke of 
Wharton interrnpted him. end beggad he might be indulged for a few 
minute .... he had & story to tell which he could ouly introduce at that 
moment. A drunken fellow was passing by St. Paul's at night, and 
hserd the clock slowly chiming t'Tl'lve. He counted the strokes, and 

·",,2 
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when it bad finished looked towards the cIoek, and said, .. D- you, why 
couldn't you give us all that at onee P" There was an end of the bishop's. 
story. 

Two Words.-Malone reletee thet Sir William Baker, an ehIerman. 
of London, had a strong attack made upon him either by Pitt or 80me 
other eminent member of the Houe", who charged him with havin,lr made> 
an immeuee sum by" fraudulent contract. Baker go» up very quietly, 
and gained the House to hie side by this short.reply, .. The honourabl& 
gentleman is a greet orator, and hae mad. a long and eerioue eharge 
against me. I am. DO 01'8.tor, and therefore shall only answer him. in two. 
words-Prove it." Having thus spoken, he sat doWD; but there was 
something in hie manner and tone that satisfied the House the charge was 
acaJumuy. 

A Talkative lIII:ember.-Of a member of Parliament who, aft .... 
having harangued for some houn in the HOUSB of Oommons, came into a . 
oompany where Dr. J ohneon 10'88, and endeavoured to talk him down, thD 
doctor said. U This man has a poIse in his tongue." 

Silent lIII:embera.-General Forester, who for forty.six ysars repre
eented Mucb Wenlock, W88 said not to have addrcsaed the Honee once 
dUring that period. Sir Chari .. BUlTOn. who for a time waa .. father ,. 
of the Houee, in which he had sat for nearly eixty 78&",' apoke but onco 
in thet. period, whon h. introduced" bill providing thet housemaide should 
Dot be compelled to clean windows from the outside. 

A Possibly Good Speech.-In the Irish Protection Bill debate in 
January, 1881, Mr. Bright thue referred to a speech on t·he subject by- . 
Mr. Oowen, member for Newcastlo: II Ho reminded me of tho late Lonl 
Ribblesdale, who, when in this House, was a vary :8uent speaker. I recall 
one occaaion when he made a speech, and when an honou1'8ble member 
sitting ne.r mo said, • He mak .. a V&r7 good sposch if 70B do not listen to 
what he 8&78.' I thought of thet when I W88 Ii.toning to the speech of th .. 
honourable member for Newcastle." 

A Terrib~e 'l'hre .. t.-Mr. Peter Borthwiok, addressing the Houao 
on one occasion &!.lid great interrupti .... told them thet if thoy did not 
allow him·to finish his speech in his own way, he would not leave oft at 
all. The House was so amused at this notion that the honourable member 
was permitted to go on, and bring his :remarks to a oonclusion. 

Limitation of Speech.s.-In July, 1880, Mr. BiddeU (member for 
West Suffolk) asked whether, having regard to the little huainess dono 
and the much talking there had baen in tho House, the Prime Minister 
would consider the propriety of limiting speeches to ten minutes; such 
rule not t,o apply to membe .. of tho Government or of the late Govern
ment, or to members making motions, and to be adopted for that 806Sion 
only.-Mr. Gladstone, referring to tb.8 substitution of ten minutes for seven 
in the question, remarked tI,.t tho morcifnl qualitias of the honourable 
membor led him to progressive modifications. The honol1l'&ble member 
would bo prepared to hear that tho Government was not prcpsrcd to make 
any such reeommendelion. At the .. me time, h. did not think that that 
was quite an adequate answer to the4J,Ucstion. He regarded t.he question 
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-as &Il indication of a growing .entiment in the H01lB8 (cheers) thst 
thore were obotscl.., not fA> free discussion, but to tho traneaotion of 
the bll8iness of the House, some of them of a general and some of them 
.of a special and rather formidsble clw-aeter, and thot matter, growing to 
.greater aggravation. might bo one to call for .. rious attention. (Ch ..... ) 

Criticism on Two Oratora.-8ir John Lubbock, prasiding ~v.r a 
meeting of the Greonwich Liboral Association in 1883, quoted two smort 
sayings raepecting the oratory of Mr. Gladstone and that of his greatest 
-opponent. He said, "Mr. Gladstone bad recently been aecus.d of a want 
-of common sense and conciseness. Well, his speeches might not be short, 
but few ever found them too long. When the same objection was made 
oOnC8 before, it was said that Mr. Gladstone soomed not to prep&re his 
speeches bsforohaud, but to think them out while he was on his l.gs. Th. 
Nply was, • Well, you .... it is the only leisure tim. h. has.' (Laughter.) 
Moreover, Mr. Gladstone's speeches were fnll of instruction and sound 
.argument. Thi. con1d not always be &aid of his opponents, how.ver 
-eloquent. On another occasion a Tory was praising one of Lord 
B ... ODSfie1d' •• pooch .. to Mr. Bright, especially on aecount of ite wit . 
• Oh, yes.' sa.id Mr. Bright, • his cha1f is ,excellent, but his wheat is 
.abomiriable.' " 

Misplaced Cheera.-Mr. Lucy, in his "Diary of Two Parlia
ments," relates that, one evening in the session of 1884, Mr. Stansfeld 
~mem'er for Halifax. and formerly a Minister under Mr. Gladstone) "was 
ehowiog how acnrvily his personal loyslty bad. been treated when tho 
Prime Minister bad declined fA> imperil the Franchise Bill by tscking on 
to it a provision for the enfmnchisement of women. (I have: be said, 
• boon among the mOBt sincere memb ... of the party of the right honour
able gsntleman at the head of tho Government.' Mr. Gladstone, with 
kindest'intention, turned round and loudly expressed assent. 'I have 
never thwarted him in any'of his gren.t pmpOSe8.' I Hear, hoar!' Mr. 
Glsdsfune oried, tnruiDg round again and nodding with ineraased vigour. 
Affected almost fA> tears by this friendly and publio recognition by his . 
-former chi.f, Mr. Slsnsfeld proceeded-' I bav. given the Govornment 
ungrudging support.' 'Hear, hear!' cried the indefatigable Premier. 
'Though,' Mr. Stansfeld continued. in a quivering voice, 'I have pl~ed 
no value upon it.' 'Hear. hear, hear!' cried Mr. Gladstone. getting into 
th. swing of the thing, and not perceiving whither his gan.rou. fervour 
had led him. This was a. welcome interlude for a House alrea.dy depressed, 
:and the l&ugbter grew uproarious when the Premier 1'08e and gravely 
"''Plained that he bad not mesnt thot he placed no valne npon Mr. SIana
feld's services. but. on the contra.:ry, .estimated them at high value." . 

Clasllical Quotations in the Kouse.-8ir StsJford Northcote 
wrote in his diary in 1880, while on a visit to Lord BeacODSfield at 
Hnghend.n: .. We lamented the disuse of olas.ical quOtstiOU8 in the 
House of. Commons. He said he had at one time tried to revert to them, 
bnt the Speak.r (Danison) bad asked him not. • Why P Do you think 
they don't like it P' (Oh no! thp House ro.ther likes it; but you are 
lIIlIking John RUBSe11 ... tl ... , and I am afraid of his taking fA> it too. 
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He gave us six or soven lin .. of Virgil the other Dight. whi.h had not the 
smallest connection with his speech. or with the subject.'" . 

l'arliamenta.ry and Vnpa.rliamenta.ry r.anguage.-A daily 
paper remarked. during the session of 1884: .. Old-fashioned people would 
be inclined to describe I Parliamentary language',. something especially 
cligni6ad, courteous, and self.respecting; but fsshio,pa,ch&Dge quickly nowa. 
days, and modem Parliamentary languoge is quite another sort of thing. 
Irish membe .. may IIatter themselv .. thot the example they hove been 
sstt.iDgfor 80me years has a.t length spread even to the front benches. Yes
terday (July 18), for want of a betler term, Sir Stafford Norlhcole-who 
of all men is least given to the use of strong language, and whoae language 
is, 88 a rule, Parliamentary in the old se~tinetly charged the Prime 
Minister with I misrepresentatien.'. Mr. Gladstone was much hurt. I A 
Fhrsso of thot kind spoken across the table is Dot II81l&! betweeD peraoDB 
of his position and mine,' he said; &1ld he went on afterwards to speak of 
Lord Randolph Churchill'. • foul language.' The occupant of the choir. 
on being appealed to, • did nol think the Prime Minisler would insisl on 
using the term,' which was afterwards modifi.ed." . 

•• Dirty" Trick."-Au. expression used by Sir William Harcourt 80ttO' 

voce to a colleague, with reference to a proceeding on the pari of the 
Opposition in the session of lSSJr, was repeated in the House some time 
afler by Sir Roberl Pcel (brother to the lalely.elecled Speaker). He 
complainod tho\, in spite of the distinct pledge of the Prime Minist~r, the 
report of a cerlain Irish vole had been taken afler holf.psst elo.en o'clock. 
at night. He begged to ask the Solicitor·Genem! for IrelaDd what hit 
had to say about whot the Home Secretary would eaIl this .. dirty trick." 
(Cries of .. Ordor.")-The Speaker: I do not think thot is an expression 
which oaght to be used. (Cri .. of .. Withdraw.")-Sir Robert Peel: The 
expression waa nsed by the Home Secretary a short time ago, and I merely 
quoted it.-The Speaker: Tho exprsssion is both nnparl\&menlary and 
improper. The Home Secretary withdrew it, and I hope it will not be 
nsed again.-Sir Roberl Peel: Cerlainly. I wss.not aware thai the 
Home Secretary had withdrawn it. I withdraw ii, and apologise for having 
used il.-Mr. Gladatone. replying, denied that he had giVOD an absolute 
pledge in the matter. 

Compa.ny Direct01'll in l'arliament.-On the 8th of March, 1892. 
Mr. MacNem eaIl.d the attention of the Committss (in Supply) to an 
infraction of the righla of the Honse a few Dights before by throe honour_ 
able D\embe1'8, who, being directors of. or having & pecuniary interest in, 
the East Africa Company.' voted in the division oD. a vole in aid 01 
aurveya for a railway from Mombasa to the Victoria Nyanza. After 
quoting numerous precedents. he moved that the votes of Mr. Burdett~· 
Coutla, Sir L. Polly, and Sir J. Puleston be diaaIlow!!d.-Sir J. Pnleston 
laid. if he hod given the matler a momeDt'. though! he would ha ... 

• With referenoe to. rema.rk he, at a gathering of the Liberal part,y, haa 
attributed to Lol'd SllliaburJ. that the lAtter II could Dot diaoUBa redistribution.. 
with. rope l'OUDd hiI Deok." 
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abstainAd from tal..-ing part in the division. Nevertheless, he thought he 
was justified in the vote he gave.-Mr. Burdett·Coutt. pointed out that 
the money voted would not be paid to the company.-8ir L. Pelly said, 
all the company WlLIlted ,.&S, that a r&ilwoy should p.... through the 
territory in order thot,2:'!,de might ba eucourogcd and &lavery supp .... ed. 
-The Chairman: ~ordance with the practice of the House, the 
three members will now retire. (Opposition cheers and laughter.) The 
members (all of whom sat on the Cozu;ervative side) then withdrew._Mr. 
Morton was making some remarks on the subject when, by the rule 
applicable to morning sittings, the sitting was suspended. A few days 
after, Mr. MacNeill renewed the motion he had m&de, that the votes of 
the three memba .. ba di&a1lowed.-Xr. Balfour ob .. rved that this was 
not & discussion in ..which the Government wished to take part, as ques
tions of this kind W8!8 always left for the decision of the Honse. But 
he referred to the ... e of Mr. Plunket, whose vote on a North.Western 
Railway Bill was allowed, although he was a director of the eompa.ny.
Mr. Gladstone sai.d. the npshot of the right honourable gentleDl&ll's speech 
was that the rule prohibiting members from voting upon questions in 
which they were p.rsonaUy interasted ought to ba abrqgated. In Mr. 
Plunket's case he thought tha vote was properly allowed. because tha.t 
gentleman's interest in the North~Westem Company was remote and 
uucert&in.-The Chancellor of tbs Exchequer 1M.: GoscheD) eXpi&ined 
tbat the G1>verument were of opinion that the existing rule should ba 
m&inta.ined. He thought. however, that in the present instance the 
House would do well to adhere to the precedent in the .... of the North. 
Westem Railway.-The Committee presently divided., and the resolution 
was canied by a ma.jority of 5, the numbers being-Ayes. 154 i Noes. 149, 
The announcement of the numbers was received by loud Opposition 
cheers. 

An Artist on .. elmvaBB.-Dr. Dor&ll, in a note to his edition of 
'Walpole's n Journa.1s," relates the following mot of <*orge Selwyn's:.A 
report was circul&ted to the elfect that Sir Joshua Reynolds W&8 to stand 
for Plympton on the next occasion of an election. The ma.cca.ronies, 
club-men. and If gentlemen" generally laughed at the idea of an artist, or 
of a literary man, presuming or having a chance to get into tha House of 
Commons. II He is not to be laughed. at, however." said Selwyn: "he 
may very well succeed in being elected, for Sir J oahua is the ablest man 
I know on a canvas." .. 

Politics in the Pulpit.-In the II Journals of C&rOline Fox" ahe 
writes. under date June 12. 1838: II Had the pleasure of meeting the 
Buxton fomi1y. FoweU Burlon describad hi. non-election at Weymonth _ 
88 a most pathetic time. When he made his parting speech he began in a 
joeoae fashion, but soon saw that that would not do, as one old man after 
auother tamed &Bids to cry. Gn the Sundey he went to church. and 
listened to a most violent sermon aga.inst himself. person and prineiple. 
He spoke afterwards to one of his party on tbe bod taste of introdueiug 
politico into the pulpit. In tbis he quite &greed, but odded. • You hod 
batter .oy nothing on the subject. ~ at all Dioo.nting ch&pelo they are 
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telling: the people that they are sure to.go to a very uncomfortable place if 
they don't vote for you.' " 

Southey Vacating his Seat.-A singular method of vacating a 
.eat (eay. Sir T. E. May) woe that of Mr. Sonthey. who in 1826 had been 
elected for Downton. dnring his absence on the Continent. Hia retnrn 
woe not qneettoned. bnt he eddreaead a lettar to Ole Speaker. in which he 
etated he hed not the qnalilioation of eetate required by law. Th. Honee 
waited until &fter the expiration of th. tim. limited for presenting el.ction 
petiti01lO. and th.n iaened a ne" writ for the borough.-Th. property 
qnali1icatjon wae abolished in 1858. 

·'Once a Ca.rrier."-Bnrnet says, Colonel Birch. who eat in tho 
House of Oommons in 1675, had .. coarse but ready wit. with which ho 
retorted withont distinction on all ......w...t.. A re!lectian heviug b .... 

. made in the House upon his former occupation of a carrier. Birch replied, 
with jUBtilieble oontempt, .. It is very tru •• 8B that gentleman eaya. I ... c. 
was a earrier, and let. me tell that gentleman it is very fortunate for him 
that he Dever was a carrier i for if he had, he would have been a carrier 
atill." 

.I. Disreputable :B.epresentative. - In th.· pension.liet of 
Cheri.. n. (writoa Oldfi.ld) the following parAgraph appaared: .. Sir 
John Holmes, Sir Robart's brother, and member for Newton (Isle of 
Wight). a cowardly. baftled .... oaptain. twice boxed ... d on"" whipped 
with a dog.whlp. W8B choaen in the night without the head·offic .. of the 
town. 8Ild but one borgeee present; y.t voted this laat el.ction. and will. 
be re-elected." 

.. Avoiding De .. th" .... 4 Avoiding Arrast.-A Mr. Aagill waR 
sxpelled in 1707 for heviug published a .. Trestise on the POBOibility of 
Avoiding Death," the eame fate, on the eam. ground, heviug previonaly 
befall ... bim in the Irish Parliam.nt. H. bed been 811 attorn.y. and was 
1Jequeathed a consid.rable enm of mon.y by Dr. Barbon (who built tho 
N.w Sqn.re of Lincoln's Inn) OIl condition that be wonld pay none of tho 
toatator·. debt.. H. called the oreditor& together in Lincoln's Inn Ha11, 
read the will. and told th.m .. h. wonld religioUBly fnIfil the wish .. of tho 
dead." Barbon had purchased the borongh of Bramber. consisting of 
" singl. street. and AagilJ availed hims.lf of this property to •• oure a 
soat in the House of Oommons, and with it tho privilege of beedom from 
arrest. Officers were in waiting to take him when his expulsion occurred, 
but he mBllngOd to make his eacape. 

A Grateful Beprssentativs.-Mr. Ellic •• wbo died in 1880. after 
heving repreaented the St. Andrew's Bnrgha for upwarda of forty y ..... 
bequeathed mourning ringe. valu. 101. eaob, to .. vera! genUemen in recog. 
nition of th.ir anpport during his long politioal tonl\oction with the 
borough; and also, as a mark of remembrance, 5l. each to any others who 
voted for him at hi. firat .I.ction in 1837. 

An Illiterate Member.-Lord William Ponlat. thougb often chair. 
man of committees of the House of Commons, was 8 great dunce. and 
oonld ...... Iy read. Having to read a bill for natnralisiug Jemima, Durheea 
of Kont, h. called h.r J .remiah. Duch08B of Kent.-Walpoliana. 
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Slow l'erceptiOIl.-Mr. Clayton, the husband of the Queen's 
favouriOO (t"'"1" Goorge II.), got into Parliament and made himself useful 
to the Ministry. for which he received ample 1'8COmpena6. He beca.me one 
of tha Lords of the Treasury, and, though remarkable for nothing but 
<lulness, -was oventu&lly ...... ood an Irish baron, with the title of Snndon, 
Bubb Doddington WlI8 once reproved by a brother Oommissioner of the 
Treasury for not doing justice to Lord Snndon'. quiclme .. of perception, 
as ha had laughed at eomething Doddington had just utOOred. .. No, no," 
oxc!&imed Doddington, .. my Lord Snndon is now only appreciating a j .. t 
I made last Treasury day." 

'.rhe Geese .... d the Oab.-Henry, yonugost son of the second 
Yiaoonnt F&lkland, was so thoughtlessly extravagant, that he aold his 
father's admirable library for a horse ·and a mare. He was DOt, however, 
without parts, as the following aneedoOO will show. Being brought early 
into the House of Commons. &9 member for Orlordshlre, and a grave 
.. nator objecting to his youth, and to Jiia not looking as if he had 80Wed 
his' wild oats, he replied, .. Then I am come to the properest place, where 
U'e 80 ma.ny geese to pick them up." 

The Mystery of the Kat,-Mr. John O'Oonnell relafAls the 
iollowing: One of the Irish members, & man of. considerable wealth, was 

, aingolarly negligent in his dre88; wearing habiliments, and especially & 

hat, of very ancient daOO. This gentleman had occasion several tim .. to 
call at the Irish office, and bad always bsen received witb the courtesy that 
marked t,he noble lord (Morpetb, afterwards Earl 0' Oarlisle) then at the 
lIead of that office. About the middle of 1835, Mr. R. (the, member 
in question) called, and alOOr the usual courfAlsi .. Lord Morpeth looked 
inquiringly at his visUor. U I am come to thank your lordship," said the 
latter, answering the look; ,. I am greatly obliged to your lordship!" 
I' Oh~h-h! Mr. B..,n said Lord Morpeth, not recollecting what he was 
thanked for, but supposing it must be some attention to one of Mr. R.'s 
reeommenciatioDB, II I shall be always happy to be of any service in my 
power." II I am much obliged to your lordship; I did not mistake your 
motive for & mement; and I shall always be obliged to your lordship for 
1J(lch communications." The mystified secretary stared a little, but. seeing 
that his visitor appesred thoroughly in earnest, be made the best of it by 
again bowing. and eIpl'8S8ing his desire always to give similar satisfaction . 
.. I am quiOO sure of it, and I am, I beg again to say, greatly obliged I<l 
yoUt' lordship; and here. my lord, is-my bat." .. Your hat, Mr. R.!" 
.. Yes, my lord. I hope your lordship approves of it." U Oh-h ! Cer
tainly, :Mr. R., it is a very nice hat indeed--1Je'l"y-but-" II I am 
glad your lordship likes it. I &SBUre you I took great pains to get ono 
which you would consider unobjectionable, and to prove what & value I 
pl&ee upon your advice." u 14y ad,nce. Mr. R. !" (looldng aghast, and 
b&lf inclined to ring the bell)-fI My advicG I" II Yea, my lord, according 
to your own note here." And to Lord Morpeth's amazement he was 
ba.nded. a note, addressed as from himself to Mr. R., representing in the 
kindest manner that Gch was the writer's solicitude for the proper 
estimation of the Irisb M.P :s, that he w.. induced to sOOp beyond 
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the limits, not only of his office, but of the privileges of ordinary 
acqua.iD.t&nce, to suggest in strict confidence to Mr. R. II that bis hat 
was not exactly what a gentleman of his position tmd wenlth ought to 
wear." 

An Apple·stall Question in P .... liament.-In July, 1851, Mr. 
Bernal Osborne put a question to Lord Seymour, the First Commissioner 
of Woods and Forests, respecting the eviction of Ann Hicks from Hyde 
Park, to which the noble lord replied in snbstaocq 88 follows ,-In 1843, 
Ann Hicks had 8 little stall where abe sold apples and ginger beer in tho 
Park i subsequently, on application to the Commissioners. sbe obtained. 
permission to erect. a wooden stand in which to lock up her commodities. 
Step by step, and in accorda.nee with successive concessions made to the 
pertinacity of Mrs. Hicks, the stand of wood bocame a stand of brick_ 
the stand of brick & small hut five fest in height-the roof of the hut, 
under pretence of repairing a leak, acquired further elevation, and was 
snrmountod by & chimney. A bit of gardeo ground .. ems to have been 
the next object of Ann's cupidity, and this she took upon herself to 
appropriate, enclosing it with hurdles. The hurdles were continually 
advanoing and encroaching upon the Park, in proportion to the forbear~ 
anca of the authorities and the acquisitiveness of Mrs. Ann Hicks. Such 
a state of things could 110t, of course, be permitted to continue. The 
Duke of Wellington, .. Ranger of tho Park, the Crown solicitors, and 
the Oommiseionen had to bring into exercise their combined powers. and 
a small sum of money had to be paid by way of compensation, before th~ 
intruder could be ejected. The woman, it appeared. made some pretence 
of holding & honoe in the Park by the gift of George n. but this had no 
further foundation than her own delusion or invention. 

A l'amily Incident.-A pocuIiar circumstance was related by 
Genel'aI Scott, aftarwal'ds Oommander-in-Chief of. tbe American army, as 
having occurred while he occupied & oeat in the gallery of the House of 
Oommons during the 8ession of 1828: U On a sudden he was startled by 
the unexpected npri8ing of an aged member, wbo, not without many 
apologies for being out of order, averred that the assembly he was 
addressing was itself honoured by the announcement he was about to make. 
The purport of it was thet the wife of Mr. Coke, who w .. nominslly tho 
• father' of the House, had just presented her husband with & fine OOy-' & 

oircumsta.uce,' continued the speaker. I equally gratifying to the venerable 
member for Norfolk and to the Houoe of which he has 8C long bess & 

distinguished ornament!" 
Constituents Visiting the HQllse.-A curious 8cene occurred at 

the HoliBe of Commons 011 & Mcnday in August, 1888. Mr. Arthur Peel, 
member for Warwick,. had engaged to take forty of his constituents over 
the Hoase, to acquaint them with the arrangements. What followed W88 

thus described in a daily newspaper: U Yesterday moruiDg Mr. Peel waa 
aurprised to 188m that ona train had left with SOO persons, and that 

• Youngeat aon of Sir Bobert, the Prim.IfiniI~. He waa eleated SpeHR 
ill 1884. 
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-another was lea.ving with an equally extensive freight. Upon their arriva.l 
at Westminster the impression for the moment was that they formed &. 

provineial demonstration in favour of Mr. Bradlaugh. A little inquiry on 
the part of the police 800n removed this misapprehension, and Mr. Peel 
and the police together proved equal to the emergency. The membere or 
the pany, including m&ny women who carried children in their anns, were 
conducted in remys by Mr. Peel through the principal apartments of the 
House, and were much interested in what they saw. Aaimila.r scene, it is 
S&id. has Dever before been witnessed at the House." 

A Parliament....,. Application of '.relegraph:r.~On the 23rd 
of June, 1884, Mr. Gladetone had set before the Rouse of Commons the 
preliminary understanding arrived At between England and France as to 
the Couference of European Powers, summoned to diSC1lS8 the affairs or 
Egypt. few deys mter. Lord Randolph Churchill, rising shortly after, 
introduced a novel feature into the proceedings by an action which was. 
thus described in an evening jo1ll'DAl: U The noble lord-who for some 
time before he rose had been busily engaged in unwinding a sort of thin 
papar .erpent, which coiled about his feet on the lIoor--:-created a slight 
BeJl8&tion by qnoting the la.nguage used by M. Ferry in the French 
Chamber only an hour or two b.foro Mr. Gledstone "Poke; for the pape .. 
serpent t.urned out to be a telegraph-tape containing a message from Paris. 
supplied by some kind friend, and giving ... ummary of M. Ferry's speeoh. 
Lord Randolph produced • considerable effect when he read out tho 
French Premier's admisssion tha.t the Dnal Control died at the bombard~ 
ment of Alex&ndria, and that it is r impossible to revive it ;' and the efrect· 
was not decreased when. later on, he read out another choice extract 
giving M. Ferry's further admission that Mr. Gladstone's Cabinet is the 

.. ODe with which the French Government I ha.ve the best chance of settling
the question.' " 

Women in Parliament.-The ledi .. of birth and quality sat in 
council (says Gurdon) with the Saxon Wites. In Wightred's great· 
(!.ouncilat Booonceld, A.D. 694, the Abbesses sat and deliberated, and five 
of them signed the decrees of that council. along with the King, bishops, 
and nobles. In Henry m. and Edward l.'s time four Abbesses we1'e 
summoned to Parliament, viz., of Sbsftesbnry, Berking, St. Mary oC 
Winchester, and of Wilton. In the 35th of Edward TIl. were summoned 
by writ to Parliament, tQ appea.r there by their _proxies, Countess of 
Norfolk, Countess of Ormond. Countess of Marcb, COunteBS of Pembroke,. 
Countess of Oxford, and Countess of Athole. The.e ladie. were called 
II ad colloquium et tractatum. by their proxies." 

Women as Witne •• e •• ~n the 12th of Febroary, 1620 (H.tseU 
relates), Mr. Lovell complains that one Dayrell had threatened his penon. 
He is brought to the bar, and denies t.he words charged against him. H& 
is ordered to attend next day with hi.s witnesses, ODe of whom proved to· 
be & woman. Mr. Crewe and Sir Edward Coke gravoly opposed her being 
called in to be examined; objecting, on t.he authority- of "St. Bernard. 
II That a woman ought not to speak in the congregation." A committe& 
was therefore appointed to go out and examine her at the door. 
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Women PetitioDers.-The nparliament&ry History" recorda that 
<>n the 4th of February, 1641, a singular petition wee prooentod to tho 
Commons, from several gentlewomen and tradesmen's wives in the City.
()n the l&et day of Bitting tb .. e femalo zealots w.re observed to crowd 
much about tlle door of the Commons, and Sergeant.major Skippon, tho 
eomlDander of the goard, had applied to the Hoo .. to know what to do 
with them, the women telling him that where there WAS one now, there 
would b.live hnndred the nen day, and that it wee as good for them to 
<lie there as at hom.. Th. H01l&O advised him to speak them fair and 
&end them home again. But this day they .... re so good as their word; 
they came down mgreat numbers and presented a petition to the Commons, 
whicb was received and read. The prayer of the petition was for tho 
"putting down of Popery and Idolatry.". The petition was presented by 
Mrs. Aun. Stagg, a gentle.,oman and brew.r's wife. Mr. Pym came to 
the door and thanked them for the petition, promising that it would 
zeceive due attention, and requested the pef,itioners to retum home. 

Women IUld the l'ranchise.-In Jnne, 1883, this oubject w .. 
1>rought forward by Mr. Hugh Mason, member for Ashton.nnder.Lyne, 
who moved, on going into Committee of Supply, & l'Csolution to the effect 
that the Parliameutary franchise should be e.tendod to women. In the 
dehate which followed, the Attorney.General (Sir H. James) opposed tho 
motion., and on & division there appeared-For, 114; against. 180. This 
19'88 the first occasion on which the question was brought before tho 
Parliament elected"in 1880. The.attendance was comparatively small. 
-.owing to • Queen's ball being held the same evening; but more than 
.. ighty membere had paired. - Early in tho following Parliament 
(F.b. 18, 1886) the s.cond reading of a Woman's Sulfrag. Bill ..... 
catTied without a division. after a motion for adjournment of tile debate 
had beeu rejected hy159 to 102. The advocates of the bill were iu strong 
mnster, while its opponents .. ere off their goard. (S..]b. Bright's 
zemarko, p. 395.) 

A Behearsal.-The London correspondent of the Mandles!er Cou,.ier 
.stated, in J nn., 1884, that "l&et evening [a W edosedayl, when the black. 
gowned Speaker left the chair at six o'cloe!;:, a bevy of ladi .. began to play 
at Parliament on the lIoor of tho Ho.... One in white attire took the 
chair, and looked charming in it. The others either took the clerks'soats. 
or stood at the table, or sat on the Ministerial benches. Not one of them 
had .. fancy to betake herself to the cold shade of Opposition, nnW it was 
onggeoted that we required an Opposition to carry out our .ystom of 
:government. Th. otIlcisls of tho Honse ... med quite deIi"htod with tho 
pretty littl. eomady, and a few members .tilllingering about ... med to 
.see in the incident a foretaste of times to come.1I 

I 

.6. strawb81T7 rSte at tho House of CommOJ1B.-In the month 

• liUtler· rJludel. moat prob&bq, to thia oirc:umstaD.ca ia the following 
4JOuplet:- • 

II The o1'aier.women locked their flsh Up, 

And tru.dpd awa.y to Cr'T. N() bishop!" 
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of July. 1890 .... Ulll181lal spectaeI.- was witnessed on the terraeo of the 
Honee ofCommono overlooking the Thamell. It ...... througed with ladies, 
tbe guests of memboro. who entertained their fair friends to strawberries 
and oresm. and tea or clsrst cup. The enmmer dsy b.ing very line. the 
seene, with its display of elegant eestnme, was & very pretty one. But it 
would hav. greatly &Stnnisbod many of the sedate memboro and Ministers 
of past tim .. eould th.y ha .. risen from tbeir gra ... tn witneso it. Mr. 
Fnmias (of PtmM) amusingly depictnd the consequences that ensuod wb.n 
the division bell rang for the immediate attendonce within the Honse of all 
its members. 

Tentative ana Local Parliaments.-Tha rise of "loes! Parlia
ments - in many parts of the metropolis and elsewhere has been a notice
able oecorren .. in recent years. Allbongh m.rely debating societies, or 
discnseion elnbo in enother shape. the formality of Parliamentary pro
eeedings was imitated. Speakers .... ere eleotnd and Ministries formed. 
which gaTe p1aee to members of tho Opposition when outvoted. 

:&ztensi_ of the :Bl_ral Principle.-In the Indio Bill 
(No.2) brought in by Mr. Disraeli in 1858. there was a propossl that. 
proportion of the ne.... Indian Council should bo electnd by tbo con
stituencies of five great commercial toWJl&-LiverpooI. Manchester. Bir .. 
mingham, Glasgo .... ant!- Belfast. This novel idea exeitnd mueh oppositi .... 
to which Lord Palmerotan gave the most elfecti ... point. H. BBid that 
when.ver he met • fri.nd in the stroot h. fGUlld him in an uncontrollable 
fit of longhter. and as soon as h. was able to speak and explain himself. it 
was alwa1B foand that h. was laughing at India Bill No. 2, and ~ 
partienlar proviso. 

:Blections a .. Pen&lty."-Speaking on the licensing system at 
Birmingham in A.ugust, 1883. Mr. Bright remarked, .. Some 88y. Lot 118 

have a licensing board electnd for this specific pnrpoee; and there is 
-great force in the reeommendation. I do not deny it at all At the same . 
time. if I .... re m1B"lf called upon ta legislate, I should not odopt it. For 
on. thing. I am against multiplying the ..... of election. 0 .. electionS 
may bo quite a .........". penalty. but they are a great penalty whi.h w. 
pay for free government and for Parliamentary authority; and I think. 
by iDerea.sing the number of your elections, whether for Parliament or . 
whether for municipal government, rou throw a good deal of borden upon 
the people. and. unl ... there is approved advantage in it, and necessity for 
i~ we had better rather limit our electiOns than extend them." 

.. B1U'IUng QuestiOJls."-This phrase, &llbough not originatnd in 
Parli.ment, is &0 frequently in nee as applied to Parliamentary alfairs 
that it requires mention. It was first employed ('m a letter to political. 
friends) by Mr. Ed .... rd Miall, tha weU.known promoter of the" Society 
for the Liberation of Religion from Stste Patronage and Control"-an 
UU,wieldy title which it has since boen found convenient to modify into the 
curtDess of lUI Liberation Society." (Mr. lfiall had represented both 
Rochdale and Brodford, sfter having been repBBtedly defoatnd in other 
constitnencie .. ) Mr. Disraeli took up the pbrsee in & speech in the House 
in Mar.b, 1873. He said, •• We are nOW emerging from & fieeal period in 
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which almost all the public men of this generation have been brought up. 
All the questions of trade and navigation. of,the incidence of taxation and 
.of public economy, are--settled. But there are other questions DOt less 
important, and of deeper and higher reach and rnnge, which must engage 
the attention of a Constitutional Minister. There is the question whether 
the aristocratic principle should be recognised in our Constitution, and if 
110, in what form j whether the Commons of England sltall remain an 
.est.a.te of the realm, numerous, but privileged and qua.lified. or whether 
they should degenerate into an indiseriminate multitude i whether 8 

National Church shall be maintained, and if so, what sball be its rights 
.and duties i the functions of eOl'poratioDs, the sacredness of endowments, 
the tenure of landed propert,., the free disposal and even the existence of 
.any kind of property. All these institutions and &11 these principles, 
-which ~ave made this country free and famous, and conspicuous for its 
union of ol-der with liberty, are DOW impugned, and in due time will 
become great a.ud I burning' questions." 

A Laudable AmbitioD.-In ~erence to his friend Mr. Thra.Ie's 
seeking a seat in Parliament, Dr. Johnson said: "It would be with great 
-discontent that I should see Mr. Thrale decline the representation of the 
borough. To sit in Parliament for Southwark is the highast honour that 
his station permits him to attainj and his ambition to attain it is rational 
.and laudable. I will not .. ,. that for an honest man to struggle for a vote 
in the Legislature, at a time when honest TOtes are SO much want.ed. is 
.absolutely a duty; but it is sure1y an act of virtue. The expense, if ij, 
were more, I should. wish him to despise. Money is ,made for such 
purposes &8 this." 

Appearances at the Bar.-Boswall writes in 1778: .. I told Dr. 
Johnson that I was engaged ... eunse1at the bar of the Honaoof Commons 
to oppoes a road bill in the count,. of Stirling, and asked him what mode 

o he would advise me to tollow in addressing sucli an audience. Dr. 
Johnson: 'Why, sir, yon must provide yourself with a good deal of 
-extraneous matter, which you are to produce occasiona.lly I 80 &8 to fill up 
the time; for you must censider that the,. do not listen 'inuch. If you 
hegin with the strength of your cause, it ma,. be lost before the,. begin to 
listen. When you catch a moment of attention, press the merits of the 
.question upon them.''' Boswell adds that when he mentioned. this 
observ&tion nen day to Mr. Wilkes, the latter's advice was not more 
respectful towards the' senate than the doctor's: n Be as impudent as you 
.can. as merry 88 you can, and say wh&tever comes uppermoat." 

"The Best Club"'-The House at Oommons has frequently been 
designated b,. this phrase, and & witt,. remark on the subject was made by 
• member (Mr. Macfarlane) on the bringing forward of the votes lor 
Parliamentary buildings in l~. He said that before he became a member 
he had understood that the Honse of Commons was the best club in London, 
but he Bupposed tha.t was because it had the largest entr&Dce fee. 

What the a01l8e of CommoDs Lovea.-6ir T. F. B •• ton wrote 
aa follows to a friend (Mr. N orUl) whom he wished to induce to enter the 
House ot Oommons: U I do not wonder why 80 many distinguished men 
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have failed in it. Th. speaking required is of a v.ry peculiar kind, the 
House loves good amae and joking, and nothing else; and the object of 
its utter aversion is that species of eloquence which is called Philippian. 
There are not three men from whoI{l a fine simile or sentiment would be 
tol.rated. All attempt. of the kind are punished with generall&nghtor. 
An easy flow of sterling plain sense is indispensable; and this, combined 
with great powers of sarcasm., gives Brougham his station. Canning is 
an exception to this rule; his reasoning is seldom aboTe mediocrity; hut 
then it is recommended by language so wonderfully happy. by a manner 80 

exquisitely elegant, aud by wit 80 clear, so pungent, and 80 unpremedi
tated, that he contrives to beguile the House of its austerity. Tierney has 
never exerted himself much in my hearing. Wilberforce has more native 
eloquence than &I1y of them; hut he takes DO pains, and allow8 himself to 
wander from his subject: he holds a very high rank in the estimation of 
the House. And now let me tell you & secret. These great creatures turn 
out, when viewed closely, to be but men, and men with. whom you need not 
feu competition." 

The Kouse of Commons in Past "",d Present Times.
:Mr. Brigh~ speaking at a Mansion Honse banquet in August, 1881, 
made BoDle remarks on this subject. He said: "We know tha.t in times 
peet the House of Commons hod Iittl. to do .... pt to engage in faction 
fight.. 1.'h. United Kingdom was mueh Ie •• popnletod th.n than it is 
now; its trade was much less, our colonies for the most part did not exist 
as such, a.ud even our India.n Empire did not exist under the a.uthority of 
the British Crown. The House itself was composed of not quite 500 
memben, and ita position was very curious. I can give you an. anecdote· 
about that which may be somewha.t amusing. A good many years ago 
now, Lord Palmenton made an extraordinary speech in the House of 
CommoDB •• when a vote of censure had been passed against him by the 
House of Lords. in connection with one of those mistakes which he made 
in his foreign policy. He spoke for four hours and forty minutes. The' 
day efter that great sp.ech, I w.nt to Mr. L.igh, who Wa& then a clerk at 
the tabl. of the House. and a very old Il1&II, and I said to him, • How do 
you judge of that .p •• eh of Lord Paimerston'., .. cQmpar.d with the 
speeches of men whom we ha.ve been taught to believe were the giants of 
the past genemtion P' Mr. Leigh said, • I think. not one of them ever 
mad. a speech .qual to that;' and after a paus. h. add.d, • But in tho •• 
days there were only haJ1 a dozen men in the House who could make a 
good speech, and there were not more than a dozen 'or two who could 
nnd.r&l&nd th.m when th.y did .... I will not 58y wh.ther Mr. L.igh 
was accurate or generous in his estimate of our forefathers, but I mention ' 
this an.edoto to you a& indicating what the busin ... of Parliament was 
then as compared with what it is now. Now, we have 650 members in 
the House. I believe that we ha.ve in it more ability by far tha.n there 
'Was in ancient days. and t,hat there is more intelligence jn the present 
House of CommoDB than in a.ny House which has preceded it." 

• Sao p. as'1. 
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. Types in the House of Commons.-Mr. Chamberlain made tl". 
following remarks in replying to the toast u l.'be Houses of Parliament," 
at a dinner in Birmingham in March. 1892: .. It is a very curious thing. 
the types iu the House of Commons are constant, although the men. 
change. In my time I have never imOWD the House of Commons without 
a funny mao. There is always one, and when he dies, or when he ceases 
to be elected, or when, for BOme reason or other, he retires into tho
background, there is another immediately to take his place. I would not 
name the preasnt occupant of the place for worlds (laughter). but it you 
ever go to tbe House of Commoua you will find the funny msu the .. in 
all his glory;juat as he w .... I verily believe. in the Long Parliament 200 
or more years ago. He is a man who has a natw'&l taste for buffoonery .. 
which he has eultiyated with great art, who has a hatred of every Govern. 
ment, and of all kinds of restraint. aud sape.ially. of course, of tho 
Government which heppeua to be in offi.e. Then there is the Honse of 
Commons bore-of course there is more than one, but there is always ono
fJa.~ 6:DceUtmca. He is generally a man who is very "lever. a map of 8ncycl0. 
pmdi. information. whioil ho h .. boen unable to rugsst himself. and which. 
therefore. he is a.!wayo ready to impart to everybody el... Then you heve 
the weighty man; and, gontlemen. tho gmvity of the weighty man of tho 
House of Commons is a thing to which there is no parallel in the world. 
Yon have the foolish man, you have the man with one idea, you have tho 
indopendent man, you hal"8 t.bs man who is a little cracked. All these 
mon are there to.day. were there fifty yeam ago. and will he the .. fifty 
yoars hence. The House of Commoll8 remains exactly the same in aU 
essential characteristics, although, 88 I have said, the men and" the circum
stances change. The only wonder to me is-where do these euriositios, 
these exceptional eb..amctere. these I types' of the House--where do they 
come from, and how do they find constitu.encies who are wi.ll.iDg to 00 
repreasnted by thom P .. '. 

Working Men in Pa.rllament.-At a fsativa.! of the Ama.!· 
gamated Socioty of Engiueers in 1881. Mr. Broadhurst. M.P. for Stoke. 
upon.Trent, being callad upon to respond to the toast, .. The Iuatilutionl> 
of England," referred especially to the HousB of Commons. and Mid ~ 
"He entered the House without wealth. inHuenC8. or friends other than of 
'bie own class, and DO one could have been more courteously received. and 
generously treated than h. had been. even by hi. political opponents. In. 
the House of Commons it mattered not what h&d been a man's position 
nor what was the sphere of life in which he moved-if he had anything to 
aay worth listening to he was sure of au attentive heering. and in all rights 
aud privileges he was the equal of the noblsat and riohest in the .... mbly. 
Therefore werking men. if they oh .... to asnd to Parliament a represen· 
tativ. from thomselv... might Imow that h. would be received with aa 
much respect 88 if he were the son of a duke or- & millionail'e."-Another 
labour representative. Mr. T. Burt. wrote to similar eJfect in au article in 
the ContempOJ''''1' Bevi .... May. 1889. 

Jn1Iuenc. of Cha.ractar in Parllament.-On the death of Sir 
Robert Han-y Inglis. wlto for a long pOl'iod had repl .... nted tho Univer· 
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Bity of Oxford, the following trihute was paid to hi. m.mory by the Pi ..... , 
•. Sir R. H. Inglis has been for a whole generation one of the most con:' 
spiCU0U8 and hODotu"able personages in the great couneil of the natiOll. 
Much more than any oth.r living man. h. illustrat .. the fo",,! of whet 
English people are proud to c&ll • character.' Peopl. mayor may not 
have valued his opinions, or respected his reasoniDg powers; they m&y or 
may not have followed the lead of oile who scarcely ever assumed to guide; 
but all respected, admired, and .~en loved the hon .. t, hesrty. genial, 
couvteoua gentleman. who spoke t,h. whol. truth, .. h. h.ld it, from his 
whole soul, with no respect either of persons or of circumstances) and 
apparently with no other object than to record a clear testimony and quiet 
his own conscience. Hen('.8, while it would be difficult to SAY what Sir
R. H. Ing1ie has don., what Tote h. has .. med, .what meesure 'h. has 
forwarded or d.layed, h. has undoubtedly po ...... d a grest, thongh 
indefinite. weight in the Legislature. Noone who ever heard. him speak 
could fail to understand how it was t.hat he won the respect and affection 
of men who, nevertheless, declined to acquiesce in his eonelusioDS.u 

,. Collective Character" in Parliament.-It W88 an observation 
of Burke respecting the Honse ~ Commons, .• Besides the charncters of 
the individuals that compose it, this House has a collective character 
of its own." The U collective wisdom" of Parliament is also an oft
quoted expression. apparently originating in Aristotle's doctrine, that 
the aggregate .. nee of any assembly is greater than the 81lIll possessed by 
any of the individuals composing it. 

U Great Wisdom" ill. Par1ia.m8llt.-Old Thomas Fuller, writing 
the character of the co true gentleman,P says: .. H chosen a member of 
Parliament, he is willing to do his country oem... If h. b. no rh.tori
cian to raise affections (yea, Mercury was 80 greater speaker than Jupiter 
himself !), h. counts it great "itidom to be the good manager of • Yea' and 
. Nay.'" 

---~---

NOTB.-WbiJe theMe page. were paaBing through the -press, the Duke of 
Argyll (p. 451) was elevated iD the peerage to .. du):edom of the United 
Kingdom, and therefore no longer sits ed TOtel!l as Baron Sundridge. 
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<A.) THE. PARLIAMENTS OF ENGLAND AND OF 
THE UNITED KINGDOM~ 

The following list i. from Returns compiled by order of the Ho ... of 
CommoD8. and published in 1879-80,-

YUBS 01' REIaN. A.D. YZARS 01' RBIGN. 
15 John. 1213 10 Edwa.rd II. • ... 
10 Henry m. 1228 11 Ditto "'c'" ." 
38 Ditto ... 1254 12 Ditto .... 
45 Ditto ... 1261 12 Ditto .... 
49 Ditto ..• 1264-5 U Ditto 
S EdWDrrd I. 1275 15 Ditto .. ; 

11 Ditto l282-S· 15 Ditto .... 
11 Ditto 1283 16 Ditto 

.. 18 Ditto 1290 17 Ditto 
22 Ditto 1294 18 Ditto 

.23 Ditto 1295 ]9 Ditto 
24 Ditto 1296 20 Ditto ." 
25 Ditto 1297 1 Edwa.rd III. ... 
26 Ditto 1298 2 Ditto .. . 
28 Ditto ... 1299-1300 2 Ditto ... . .. 
28 Ditto 1300 2 Ditto .. . 
29 Ditto ... 1800-1 2 o.nd 3 Ditto 
SO Ditto 1802 'Ditto 
SS Ditto 1304-5 "Ditto 
84 Ditto 1308 5 Ditto 
35 Ditto ,.. 130d-7 5 Ditto 

1 Edwa.rd II. 1307 6 Ditto 
1 Ditto ". 1807-8. 6 Dibto 
2 Ditto ... 1309 6 Ditto 
5 Ditto ,.. 1311 8 Ditto 
5 Ditto ... 1311 8 Ditto 
5 Ditto·,.. 13ll-IS 9 Ditto 
6 Ditto lS12 10 Ditto 
6 Ditto 1312-13 10 Ditto 
'1 Ditto 1318 10 Ditto 
'1 Ditto 1318 11 Ditto 
'1 Ditto 1314 11 Ditto 
8 Ditto 1314 12 Ditto 
8 Ditto 1314-15 12 Ditto ... 
9 Ditto 1315-16 12 and 13 nitt.o ... 
S Ditto 1816 18 Ditto ... 

",,2 

A.D. 
1316 
1818 
1818 
1819 
1820 
1821 
1822 
1822 

1328--40 
182' 
1325 

1826-7 
18'7 

1827-8 
1828 
1828 

1328-9 
1829-80 

1330 
1931 
1381 

1881-2 
1882 
1882 

1838--40 
183, 
1885 

1835-6 
1886 

1836-7 
~386-7 

1837 
1837-8 

1888 
1888-9 

1889 
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YZABS 01' BElGK. 
18 Edward Ill. . .. 
14 Ditto 
14 Ditto 
15 DItto 
16 Ditto 
17 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
20 Ditto 
21 Ditto 
22 Ditto 
22 Ditto .," 
25 Ditto 
25 Ditto 
26 Ditto 
27 Ditto 
28 Ditto 
29 Ditto 
81 Ditto 
82 Ditto 
54 Ditto 
M Ditto 
38 Ditto 
87 Ditto 
SB Ditto 
40 Ditto 
42 Ditto 
48 Ditto ,., ~ ... 
4S Ditto 
45 Ditto 
'6 Ditto 
47 Ditto 
50 Ditto 
51 Ditto 
1 Riohardn. 
2 Ditto 
51 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
4 Ditto 
5 Ditto 
5 Ditto 
6 Ditto 
6 Ditto 
7 Ditto 

-7 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
9 Ditto 

10 Ditto 
11 Ditto 
19 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
14 Ditto 
15 Ditto' 
16 Ditt", 
16 Ditto 
17 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
20 Ditto 
21 Ditto 
28 Ditto 

.... 

A.D. 
1339-40 

1340 
1840 
1841 
1842 
1348 
1844 
184& 

1347-8 
1848 

1848-9 
1850-1 
1851-2 

1859 
1858 
IBM 
1855 
1857 

1857-8 
1860 

1860-1 
1862 
1868 

1864--5 
1366 
1868 
1869 

1870-1 
187l 
1872 . 
1878 

1875-8 
1376-7 

1877 
1878 
1879 

1879-80 
ISBO 
1881 
1888 
ISB2 

1882-8 
1888 
1884 
1884 
1885 
1888 

1887-8 
1868 

1889-110 
1890 
1891 
1399 

1899-8 
1898-4 
1394-3 
1896-7 
189?-8 

1899 

Ya&.B8 01' REJGN. 
1 HenrylV. 
2 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
S Ditto 
5 Dittq 
8 Ditto 
7 Ditto 
9 Ditto 

11 Ditto 
13 Ditto 
U Ditto ." 
1 HenryV. 
2 Ditto 
2 Ditto 
3 Ditto 
3 Ditto 
" Ditto 
5 Ditto 
7 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
9 Ditto 
9 Ditto , .. 
1 Henry VI. 
2 Ditto 
3 Ditto 
" Ditto 
8 Ditto 
8 Ditto 
9 Ditto 

10 Ditto 
11 . Ditto 
14 Ditto 
15 Ditto 
18 Ditto 
20 Ditto 
2S Ditto 
25 Ditto 
87 Ditto 
28 Ditto •• f 
S9 Ditto 
31 Ditto 
88 Ditto 
88 Ditto 
89 Ditto 
1 EdwardlV. 
8 Ditto 
7 Ditto 
9 Ditto 

10 Ditto 
12 Ditto 
17 Ditto 
92 Ditto· _0_ 
1 Riohard III. , .. 
1 Henry VII. 
S Ditto 
7 Ditto ... ... 

11 Ditto ... . •• 
19 Ditto ... .. . 
1 Henry VIII .. .. 

A.D. 
1399 

1400.1 
1'01-2 

14<02 
1408 
1'04 

1'0';"6 
1407 

1'09-10 
1411 

1412-18 
1418 

1418--14 
1414 
1415 

1415-16 
1416 
1417 
1419 
1420 
1421 
1421 
1422 
1428 
1425 

142,;.,& 
1427 
1429 

U30-1 
1482 
1438 
1485 

1436-7 
1489 

1441-2 
14#-5 
1446-7 
1448-9 

1449 
1450 

1452-8 
1455 
1459 
1460 
1461 

1462-8 
1467 
1469 
1470 
1472 

1477-8 
H~2-8 
14SS--6 

1485 
1487 
1491 
14..Q5 

1496-7 
1509-10 
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TUBS OJ' RJUGlII. A.D. Yu.B8 01' RBIOlf. A.D. 
SHenry Vw. 1511-12 2 William and .MtV'J' 1689-90 
6 Ditto 1514-15 7 WilIiamID •... 1695 

14 Ditto 1528 10 Ditto 1698 
21 Ditto 1529 12 Ditto ... 1700-1 
28 Ditto 1586 13 Ditto ... 1701 
31 Ditto 1539 1 Ann. 1702 
33 Ditto 1541-2 4 Dittot ... 1705 
37 Ditto 1545 7 Ditto ... 1708 
1 Ed....-dVL 1547 9 Ditto ... 1710 
7 Ditto ... 1552-3 12 Ditto 1713 
1 Mary 1553 lGeo .... L 1714-15 
1 Ditto 1554 8 Ditto 1722 
1 and is Philip and :Ma.:ry .. , 1554 1 George rr:' 1727 
2 and 3 Ditto 1555 8 Ditto 1734 
"and 5 Ditto ... 1557-8 15 Ditto ... 1741 
1 E1iAbeth 1558-9 21 Ditto ... 1747 
5 Ditto 1562-8 27 Ditto 17M 

14 Ditto ... 1572 1 George IlL . 1761 
~7 Ditto ... 1584 8 Ditto 1768 
28 Ditto 1586 15 Ditto 1774 
30 and 81 Ditto ... 1588-9 21 Ditto ... 1780 
85 Ditto ... 1592-8 24 Ditto ... 1784 
89 Ditto ... 1597 30 Ditto 1790 
·13 Ditto 1601 36 Dittol .:. q ." 1796 
1 James L ... 1603 4 41 Ditto 1801 

12 Ditto ... 1614 46 Ditto 1806 
18 Ditto ... 1620-1 47 Ditta ... 1807 
21 Ditto 1623-4 53 Ditto ... . .. 1812 
1 Charl .. L 1625 58 Ditto .. , 1818 
1 Ditto ... 162S-6 16eo"..J:V. 1820 
8 Ditto ... 1627-8 7 Ditto 1826 

16 Ditto 1640 1 William IV. ISS0 
16 Ditto (Long P.,.liament) 1640 1 Ditto ... ISS1 
Interregn .... 1653 8 Ditto ... 1833 

Ditto 1654 5 Ditto 1835 
Ditto ... 1656 1 Viotoria ... 1887 
Ditto ... 1658-9 5 Ditto 1841 
Ditto 1659 11 Ditto 1847 

12 Charles n.- 1660 16 Ditto ... 1852 
13 Ditto (The LonR' or 1 1661 20 Ditto 1857 

Pensi.....,. P&rliament) , 22 Ditto 1859 
31 Ditto .. , 1678-9 28 Ditto 1865 
31 Ditto ... 1679 132 Ditto ••• . .• 1868 
38 Ditto 1680-1 37 Ditto ... .., 1874 
1 James IT. 1685 [43 Ditto ... . .. 1880 

Convention ... ' 1688-80 4.8 and 49 Ditto ... 188/H1) 

• Thia oftioiaJ. &sturn pr988r'Ve8 the theory tha.t Charles U. began to reign on 
his f.ther"e deoeaee. 

t With this Pa.rliament the Soottiah was amaJgama.ted, the flrat Parliament 
of Great Brita.in meetiDg Oot. 2S, 1707. 

l The tint Imperial Parliunent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland WM opened Jan. 22, 1801. 
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(B,) SPEAKERS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
The following list. down to tbe reigo of Cheri .. L, is on the authority 

of Hakewel's collection from the records and JournaJs of Parliament 
(1671). The subsequent names are chieHy from Dod'. .. Manual of . 
Dignities." The dates, B8 compared with the regnal years, are 8upplie.d 
throughout from Sir Harris Nicolas' ... Chrouology of History." Re. 
elections are not specified, un1e .. anotbor individual hod suceeeded to 
the chair for a time .-

A.D. 
1260 
1882 
1339 
1876 
1377 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1881 
1889 
1898 
1399 
1400 
1401 
1408 
1_ 
1405 
1405 
1406 
1408 
1418 
1413 
1414 
1415 
1415 
1415 
1416 
1491 
1422 .... 
1428 
1424 
1425 
1427 
1499 
1430 

.. ; 
SPBAIEBS. 

Peter de Montrort! 
-s.r.pe 
William Truasel ... 
Sir Peter de la M&l'e 
Sir Thomas Hungerford-

~.. Sir Peter de la Mare .. . 
Sir James Pickering .. . 
Sir John Goldesboroogh 
Sir Riohard Walgrave ." 
Sir Jamea Piokering 
s;" John Busbey .. . 
s;" John Cheyney .. . 
John DOfWood 
s;" Arnold S.vage 
Sir Henry d. Bedefofll 
Sir Arnold Sa't'&g9 
Sir WUlia.m Sto.rIJ1)' 
s;" John Cheyney ... 
Sir John Tiptoft (Tibotot) ... 
Thomas Chau08l' •.. 
William Stourton; .. 
John Dorwood 
W&ltsr Hungerford 
ThODlM Chaucer .. 
Ricba.rd Redman . 
Sir Walter Bea.ucharnp 
Roger Flower 
Hiohard Boynsrd ... 
Roger Flower 
John Busael ..• . .. 
Sir Thomas Wanto:t. 
Riohard VernOD ..• 
John Tirell ... ... I .. 

Willillm Allington 
... John TireII ... ... 

REIGNS. 

44 Henry ilL 
6 EdWBrd III. 

IS Edwa.rd m. 
49 F..dWBrd m. 
51 Edwa.rd In. 

I Richard II. 
2 Richard II.' 
8 Richard II. 
S Richard n. 
6 Hichard II. 

17 Hi.hard IL 
1 Henry IV. 
1 Henry IV. 
a Henry IV. 
"Henry IV. 
5 Henry IV. 
6 Henry IV. 
6 Henry IV. 
7 Henry IV. 
9 Henry IV. 
t HenryV. 
1 HeDl'7 V. 
2 Henry V. 
3 HenryV. 
3 Henry V. 
3 Henry V. 
'Henry V. 
9 HenryV. 
1 HaDryVI. 
I Henry VI. 
8 Henry VI. 
4 Henry VI. 
6HaDl'Y VL 
8 Henry VI. 
9 Henry VI. 

• The fint to rocoive the title of Spoaker, although othan had in .. measure 
, peJ'formed the omoe before. 



APPlINDIlC. 679 

A.D. SPL\Daa. RBIGNlI. 
1431 ... John Bussel _,. 10 HOIU'Y VI. 
14311 &gorHam ... 11 HOIU'Y VI. 
1435 John BoW8II .•• 14H .. '7VI. 
1436 Sir Jolm TireIl 15 HOIU'Y VI. 
1438 William Barley 17 HOIU'Y VI. 
1439 William. Tresh&m .•• 18 HOIU'Y VI. 
1444 William Buley 23 HeDrY VI. 
1446 Willia.m Tresham ... 25 Henry VI. 
1448 John Day 27 HOIU'Y VI. 
1449 Sir John Popham ... 28 HOIU'Y VI. 
144' William Tresbam .•• 28 HOIU'Y VI. 
1450 Sir William. Oldham. 99 H8D'7 VI. 
1452 Thomaa Thorp 31 HOIU'Y VI. 
1452 ..... Sir Thomaa Cha.rllon 31 HOIU'Y VI. 
1454 Sir John Wenlook 33 H""'7 VI. 
1459' ThomaS Tresham ..• 38 H8D'7VI. 
1460 JolmGnen ... ... 39 Henry VI.' 
1461 Sir James Strangwaiee 1 Ed_dIV. 
146'1 John Say 7 Edward IV. 
1471 William .4.lImgto1l 12 Edward IV. 
1482 lohn Woed ... ... '} .. 22 EdwardIV. 
1_ William Cal;esbJ' ... 1 Rioba.rd m. 
1485 Thomaa Lovel ' 1 HOIU'Y VII. 
1487 John Mo>da.nt 8 Henry VII. 
USB Sir Thoma. FitswiUiams 4 H8D'7 VII. 
1491 Rialuwd Empson .•• 7 HOIl'7 vn. 
1495 Sir IIegiDaId JIrsT 11 H8D'7 VII. 
1495 BobertDAry 11 HOIU'Y VII. 
1498 ... Thomas Iug\efteld ... 12 Hem'y VII. 
1508 ... Edmond Dudley ... 19 H8D'7 VII. 
1509 Ifuo Thom .. IDglefteld ... 1 HOIU'Y VIll. 
1511 Sir Bobert Shellield SBeuryVIn.· 
1514' Sir Tho .... Nevill 6 H8D'7VIU. 
1522 Sir ThOmaB More ••• 14 Bemy vm. 
1529 ThOmM Audlq ... 21 HOIU'Y VIII. 
1536 ... BicIumJ. Bioh 28 H8D'7 VIll. 
1589 ;;. Sir NioholM HUll 81 H8D'7 VIII. 
1M2 ... Thomu MoyW S4 H8D'7 VIU. 
IM7 ... Ifuo Jolm Boker ... 1 Edward VI. 
ISS8 Sir I.melt Dyai' ... 7 Edward VI. 
1558' ..• . John Pollard ~ .. ... 1 Mar7 • 
15M- ClemeD.t Higham '0' 1 P. and" 
1555 John PoUa.r4 .. , ... 2P. andM. 
1558 William CordBl ... 5 P. ""d II. 
1558' Sir TRomae Gargra'ft ••• '0. lE1iu_ 
1589 ... \,l TboJJ:ia' William •••• ... ... 6 Eliub.tlL 
1569 Bi_OBeIoe' ... ... 8E1iub_ 
1579 Cbrialopm W .. ,. 18 Elillabetb. 
1571 BobertBell ... 14 EliubetIL 
1586 lohnPopham .. , 23 Eliubrih. 
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A.D. SPBADBS. RmOJf5. 

1584 lIr. Ei~e~t ~ckeriug .... 27 Eliz.beth. 
1588 Mr. Serjeant S;oag :h Elka.beth. 
15911 Edward Cook (Coke) ..• :is Elisabeth. 
1596 tdr. $erj~nt Yelvwton 39 Elisabeth. 
1600 Mr. Serjeant Crook ~ Elizabeth. 
1603 Mr. E!erj~nt Phelipa ... 1 Jo.mea I . 
1614 Sir Randolph erew 12 James I. 
1620 Sir Thomas Richardson is Jame8 I. 
1623 Sir Thomaa Crew ... 21 James I. 
1625 Sir Heneage Finch . i Cha.rles L 
1627 5jr John Jrinoh .. 8 Cliarles I. 
lMO .j"ohn~la.vije i6 cb.rles I. 
1640 Willi!'J;D Lenthel ..,., 16 cb.rle. I. ... 
1658 FraD~~ Boua ... "'1 1654 William Lenthal ..• 
1656 f;;it' Tbp;m'MI WiddriDgbon ~~. > 9ommOllwe&1th. 
1659 ChaJ.oner Ghnte ... '" ... , .. J 
1659 'l'homas B&mpfield 
1660 Sir Ha.r~ttle Grimstou iii CharI .. II. 
1661 au: Edward Torn .. 18 Charles II. 
1678 . ~ . Sir Job ClJ,arlton .•• 25 Cha.rIea II . 
1673 Edward ~OUl' 250harles II. 
1678 Sir Boh.~. Sawyer 80 CharI .. II. 
1678 ... Edward S.eyDlouJ: ... so Oharles II • 
1678 Itho Serjeant Gregory ••. 31 Charles II. 
1686 William Williams ... 32 Charles II. 
1685 Su: John Trevor 1 JameaD. 

. 1688 
. 

lienr;r POwle ... ~ .. 'l.meaD. 
1689 Sir John Trevor 1 Wm. and Mary. 
1694 Pa.ul Foley ... I:: S Wm. and M..,.. 
1698 Sir 'Ihomaa Lyttelton ... : ~. 10 William III. 
1700 BobertUarley 12 William m. 
1702 John Smith ... ... 1 Anne. 
1708 Sir Richard Onslow 7A=e. 
1710 William :tJ~mley ..• 9A1me. 
1718 Sir TbolDft8 Ha.umer 12A=e • 

. 1715 lIon. Spenoar Comptou 1000. I. 
1727 ... Azthor Onslow ... ... 1000. II. 
1761 Sir Jphn Cuat l000.m. 

. 1770 Sir Fletcher N orion .. , 11 Ooo.m . 
1780 CharI •• Wolfron o.m....u ... SI Goo. m. 
1?89 lion. Willi ... Granville ~ .. SO Goo.m 
1789 lienr;r Addington ... ... SO Geo. m 
1801 Sir ~olm Mitford ... ... .a Cl ... m. 
180S CharI .. Abbot 48000. m. 
1817 Charles MA.Dn8l'l Sutton 58Cl ... UL 
18a5 ~ ...... Abareromb7 SWill. IV. 
1839 Charlea Sb.w Lefevre .0. 8 Viotori ... 
1857 John, Ev~ l>enilon ... ~.o 80 Viatoria. 
1879 H..1lJU1' Bouverie Bnnd ~ .. as Viator&... 
1884 Arthur W.Uulo,r PeoI 47Viotoria. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF SPEAKERS. 
Abbot •••.••••••.•••• 180S I Finch, ReDeIIge _ .. )625 Popham~ Sir lohn 1449 
Abercromb,y .••••• 1835 FiDch,.Jobn ...... 1627 P ... 1e ••••••••••••••• 1688 
AddiDgt.cm ..•..•..•• USS l'it:swilliama... ... 1488 Paokeribg ••• .•• •.. 1584 
Allington, William. 1429 flower •••... 1116. 1429 Redeford ..•......... 1403 
AlliDgtoa. William 1472 FoI." .•..••.•....... 1694 Bodman ............ 1415 
Audle,. ... ...... •••.•. )529 Gargra'l'8 ••••••.••••. 15S8 Rich •••.•. ... ... ..•... 1536 
Baker ••••••••••••.•• 1507 Glaavilo ............ 16'0 Bona ........•... 1653 
Bamp6eld ......... 1659 Gold.bol'Ough _ .. 1379 Bussel ...... 1423, 14.11 
Bayuoni •••••••••.•• 1421 I Green •••.••......... 141)0 Savage ...... 1.01. 1404 
Beauob&mp ••••••••• 14151 GTegwy ............ 16,9 , Sa...,. ................. 1678 
Bell .• , •.•••••••••••••• 1571 ~e .......• : ... 1~~ I &,. ..•...........•... )467 
- ••••••••••••••• 1435 _ ...•••....•• 1.60 i Barope ••••••..••••.•. 13.12 
BraDd •••••..•......• IB'1! Ha.m:aer ..•.•••••••. las, Seymour .• _ ... lCi3, Hi'8 
Bray ....•••••••..... _0 1495111am ............... 1:)39 Sheffield : .••••...••• 1511 
Broa>lq .••......... 1710 H .. ley •.•...•••..... 1700 Snag ••••••••..••.••••• 1588 
Burl.y .•••••.•. l'-18. 1... ffigham ............ 15M SmUb, Joim ...... 170'l 
Boshey ............ 1393 , Hangerfonl, Tboo. 1377 _ ............ 1413 
Catesby ••...... _ ... 1483 HD.D.g8l'fud. W •... 1414 StraDgwaiea ....•. 1461 
Charlton. Sir Job 1673 Hurst •............. 1432 Stann,. ~ .•......... 14.05 
Charlton, BirTh ... 1452 lDgIs&eld .. 1496. 1509 SutloD ............... 1817 
Cha.uoer ....•. 1408. 1415 Lerettfl ............ 1839 Thorp ....••.•....... 1452 
Cb ..... 7 ...... 1399. 1405 Lenthal ...... 1040. 16M ., Tiptoft(Tibetot) ... 14'16 
Chute ............... 1659 Love1 ......•.• ~ ..... 1485 TheU 1427. 14.80, 14at) 
Compton ............ 1715 Lytteltou ........... 1698 Tresbam, Thomas 1<659 
Cook (Coke) ...... 1592 , Mitford ............ lSOI Tresbam, William 
C<mIoI. ............... 1558 I IICJl'daDi ............ 1487· 1439.1 .... 1'-'9 
C-ornwaU ............ 1780 lIore ................ 1522 Trevor ...... 1685, 1689 
Crew ............... 1614 ! :Hoyle ............... 1M2 I '.l'mseel ............ 1339 
Czoolt ............... 1600 ! Nerill .............. 1514 I Tum.. .. .......... 1661 
Cust .................. 1761 j Norkm ............ 1770 I Vernoa : ........ : .. 1425 
Day .................. 1448 I Oldham ............ 1450 WeJg.&.. .. ....... 1381 
De la II ...... 1376, 1377 One1oe, Biobard ... 1565 W ... ton ............ 1424 
De Montford, P .... 1260 I OusJ,ow, Arlhur ... 172~ I Wenlook ............ 1454. 
D.DiBou ............ 1857 Onsl ..... Riobard ... 1708 WiddriDgtoD .... :.UISS 
Dorwood ...... I400. 1413 Peel, A. Wellee1.y 1884 Williams, l·bo .... 1562 
Drury ............... 1495' Pb.UpB ............ 1603 Williama, William 1680 
Dudley............... 1508 Pickering ......... 1378 Wood ............... 14tr.! 
Dyar ... ...... ...... 1553 Pollad ...... 1558. 1555 Wr&7 ...... ......... 1570 
Empaoa ............ 1491 Popham. JoIm·: .... 1580 Yel.orton ......... 1596 



(c.) PRIME MINISTERS, CHANCELLOi 

FROM 11 

(e) Tho !'rime Minislors havo frequently Dot hoen First Lurdo of tho T ....... 

1715 ........ . 

1717 ........ . 

1718 ........ . 

17111 ....... _ 

17"8 ........ . 

17"3 ........ . 

17K •........ 

usa ...... _ 
1757 ........ . 

1788., ...... . 

b83 ..... : ... 

1785' ........ , 

1788 ........ . 

Sooret&rioo. of Stete fonnerl,. .. ted <onjointl,.. Tho dutioo ~, 

J..... (EotI) Staah."" 
Earl of Suuderla.nd 

Sir lIobert W.lpoJ. 

_J of WiJmingtoo, . 

Dab of New_ 

Duke of DevoDshire 

Dab 01. Neivoaatle 

E ... lof Buta 

Goo_ Onnville 

.a"lm of_II' 
hom 

_I 01 Chatham 

I ~CBLLOB8 ·01 
TIIB BXCHEQUE&. 

1

1Iobert Walpolo 

.James Stanhope 

John Aislabie 

Sir Eobert Walpole 

Samuel Saud,ye 

HODrJ'Pelham 

"Henry BillOD Legge 
t Sir Go ~beItoD 

HeD17 Billon Legge 

(H...,. BilooD Letn!e 
tViaoountBarringtoD 

Sir Franoia Daahwoocl 

Geoqe Grenville 

William Dowdoewell 

CharI .. Towubend 

( Earl Cowper 
tLord Parker 

i
Lord Pork .. 
Lord Kmg , 
Lord Talbot ~ 
Lord Hardwiok" 

Lord Hardwiok .. 

Earl of Hardwio .. 

Commiuion 

LordHonlq 

LordHonlq 

Lord Henlq (EoHI 
NorlhiDglou) 

Earl .r Northinf'I 

LordCamd"" 



APPDlDn. 

AND SECRETARIES OF STATE, 

TO 1892. 

The E.,.lof Ch.tb"",. wbon Premier. bold the olliee of Lo,,) Pdvy Seal. (t) Two 
• divided between Home and Foreign dep.,.tmente about 1765. . 

SECllETAlIIEII OF BTATE.t 
(Earl Stanbope 
l. Paul Metb1lllll V1800UDt Townshend 

Earl of Snnder~d Joseph Addi;Jon 

Earl Stanhope J ...... Craggs 

(VISCOunt Townlhend (Lord Carteret 
l. Lord li&rrington t Due of Newca.atle 

Lord Carierot Duke of Newca.stle 

Lord H&rrington 
~ Earl of Cheeterfi.ld Duke of Newcastle Duke of Bedford 

Earl of Holdernease 

! Sir ThomM Robinson 
Ead. of Holde:rneBB8 Henry FOJ: (Lord 

HoUand) 

Eo.rl of Ho1dernesae Willia.m Pitt; 

{Earl of Holdemeue (William Pitt 
Ea.rl of Bote l. Earl of Egromont 

(George GTenvilla 
l. Earl of Halif •• Earl of Egremont 

Earl of Halifax (Earl of Egremont 
t Earl of Se.nd wich 

HOn FOREIGII 
SEClIETAlIIES. SECRETARIES. 

Duke of Grafton Gen. Conway 

Earl of Shalb_ Gen. Con"..,. 

Tin;: COLOII'IES AND WAll. 
(The office of Secretary for the Colonies 

originated in 1768, but was a.bolished by 
Aot of ParIia.ment in 1782. It was re
vived, and united with the new Secretary· 
Bhip for War, ~ 1801; aDd the ofticea 
were divided into diatinot Secretaryships 
in 1854.) 
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PBIn CllABCELLOBI or LORD 
JJD]STElIS. TBlI EXCHEIlUER. CllABCELLOBI 

1767 ....... ~ Duke 01 Grafton Lcml North Lord CamdOl1 

! COIllDlilBioD 
1770 ......... Lcml North LcmlNorth LurdApoley . 

Lord Thurlow 

178ll1 ......... Marquis of Rocking •. Lord John Cavendish Lord Thurlow 
ham 

178111 ........ Earl 01 Shelburne Willia.m Pitt Lord ThurloW' 

1783 ......... Duke 01 PortI&nd LcmlJobn C •• encIioh Commission 

1783 ......... WUliam Fltt William Fltt 
( Lord Thurlow 
i. LOld Loughborou 

1801 ... : ..... H..." AddiDglon Hury AddingloD Lord Eldon 

18M ......... WUliam Pitt William Pitt Lord Eldon 

1808 ......... Lord_ Grenville Lord Henry Petty Lord ErlJkine 

1807 ......... Duke of Portland Spenoer Perce"al Lord Eldon 

1808 ........• Spencer Perceval SponGer l'ero<mol Lord Eldon 

~ Niohol .. V ... ittart 
18U ......... Earl 01 Liverpool Frederick John Lcml Eldon 

Robinoon 

18117 .... ·.·.· Geoige Canning Geo>go CanniDg' Lcml Lyndhurst 

'18117 ......... Viacount Goderioh John Charlea Herries Lord Lyndharat 

18ll18 ...•....• bun 01 WelliDgtou Rem,. Goulbum. Lord Lyndharat 

1830 .. , ...... E .. lGrq Vi.oouut AJthorp Lord lbouglwu 

183 • ......... 'ViIoouDfl H411bourn8 , Viaoount Althorp Lcmlll!ougham 

18H ......... Sir Robart Peel Sir Robart Peel Lord Lyndh ..... t 

1831 ......... ViaOQut KelbouI'D. 
~ Thotnal Spring Bioe ( Commim01l 
( Frauoi. Thoruhill (Lcml CoitOllh ... Bariur . 



HOlllB 
SECl!.ErARIES.

Visoount Weymouth 

rViscount Weymouth 
, Ea.:rl of Boohford 
~ Viscount Weymouth 
... Earl of Hillsborough 

Earl of Shelburne 

Lord Gra.ntba.m 

Lord North 

r 
Mo;rquia Oarmartben 
WiI.lia.m Wyndham 

I 
Grenville . 

Henry Dundaa 
l Duke of Portlo.ud 

t Lord PeDur.m 
l Chari .. Philip Yorke 

Lord Hawkeabar,)' 

Earl Spencer 

Lord Ha.wkesbur;r 

Bi.luml Ryder 

, Viaoonnt Sidmouth 
l Robert Peel 

,. Willia.m stnrge.l 
\- Bourne 
I Ma..quia of Lana. 
, do""" 

Maoquia of Lana· 
do",", 

BirBe_Peel 

Viaoount M'elboorne 

Viscount DI1D.O&DDon 

II....." Goulburn 
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Cheater, disfranchised voters a.t, 528 
Chester6eld, the Earl of, 104. 
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Cls:tendon, the Earl of, 298, 645 

thought of 88 Prime Minister, 298 
Cla.ret, the inspiration of, 658 
Classes and the masses, the, S81 
"Claasical authority," a, 5" 

Cla.asioal quotations in the Houae, 661 
Classical studies, Pitt's, 150 
Clea.r head, a, 225 
Clergymen, es:clnaion of, from the 

House of Commons, 205, 206 
C1ilIord, Lord, 97 
Closure of deba.te, DeW rule for the, 

606 
first application of the, 607 

Club, "the beat," 60, 670 
Clubs, the rela.tiona of mombers and 

.poliuoaJ, 548 
'Coa.ch, upsetting the, 278 
Coalition, II infamoual" 182 
CoaJitiona, ministerial, 306 

party names and. 65' 
II England does not love," 353 

Cobbett, William, 59, 211 
his 8rst appe6l'&D.oe, 211 
demeanour in the House, 211 
in the Minister's seat, 212 

Cobden, Richo.rd, 215, 3M, 634 
proffered office by Lord Palmerston, 

387 
Cobden and Peel. 984 

U Cobden and Bright," power of, 369 
" Cocked-bat·· constituencies, 529 
U Coercion" Billa, Irish, 273, 307,439, 

448 
Coke, Sir Edward, 1. 24, 25, 73. 667 
Coke. John, lent to the Tower, 43 
Colla.pse, a Ministerial, 453 
Collect, reciting a, in the House, 78 
Col.lings, Mr. Jesse, 69 
Collision between the Houses, II the 

shook of," 260 
Colonial Secret&ries, list of, 683 
Combination, II factious,',' 280, 293 
Combinations, trades union' and other, 

455 
Committals to the Tower, frequent, 15 

(see also II Tower ") 
Walpole's, 106 
committal for receiving money from 

the King, '" 
Committal by the Commons, the Lords 

rescinding a, 46 
Committal of members by the La.w 

Courts, 540 
Committees, inanltingthe Chairman of,' 

584 
making a house from, 599 
unsworn members serving on, 586 
publication of evidence bef~; 567 

Committees, Gra.nd, 599 
Commons Bummoned by Simon de 

Montfort, the, S 
Commons, the Speaker of the, 571 

the mace of the. 574. 
Blighted by tho Black Bod, 57' 
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Commons the CI Garter" in the 624 
CommODe: a.rbitr&ryproceedinp of the, 

49,663 
Commons and the Cit,- printer., the, 

568 
Commoni and the imlu8noe of the 

Crown, the, 51 
Commoua stopping. roral grant, the, 

45 
(se8 also n Roue of ComDlOJUl " 

Company direotors in Pa.rlia.ment, 662 
Oompa.rison, a.n odious, 640 
Compa.rieon and oontraet, 24S 
CompeIl88.tion for Dillturbanoe Bill, 

tbo,870,422,448 
division in the Lords' on the, 617 

Complainte of outdoor speeches, M5 
Compliment, extracting ., 139 

an atnbiguouat 175 
an exoeptiODal, 4a9 

Complimenting an adV8t8lU'7. 134 
Compliments from the Chair, '18 
Compromise, 1"; of 18M, the, "' 
Compton, Sir Spencer. and Walpole. 

109 . 
Conoeption, ineffectual, 109 

• ConrereD08between the two HOUS8S,578 
Confession, a. candid, 157, Sla 
Confidence,la9 
Confidence of the Bouse. the '35 
Con8iot, an 1Ill8eemly, 119 
Conflict between the woolsaok and the 

episcopal bench, M8 
CI Confounded men of gonius, II 186 
n Coningaby" quoted, SSG 
Conjugal reJa.tiona. 9'1 
Conn80ticms, family, in Governments, 

415 
tI Conquered moe:' the, S8 
Consoience. a oonvenient, 641 
Conservative sappan to Libeml 

measures, 376 
CI CODPOrvativee" and "Reformers," 

279 
ConaiRtenoy. gOg 
" Conapiouoaa by abaenoe/' 2Sg 
Constituencie81 moreue in the, in 1867, 

6~; in. 1885, 527 . 
Conatilu8Doy heavily Sned. a, 516 
Constituents, repreaentative and, 160 
Constituents Ti8iting the Rouso, 666 
Constitution, the Britiah, 1-'9, 170, 188, 

406 
obetruotiolJ. and the, 825 
.. et&bbing" the, 195 
.. the Bible of the," ISO 

ConstitutiODl, re.making, 455 
Coneuitation, a olinioal, 196 
Contemptuo1lll hOUle, ., 266 
Oonteeta, the ., geDeroWl," S45 

Contingenoy, an f. elegant,1J 51' 
Contrast, at 175 
Contribution, a gallant, 38 
Convention Parliament, the, 7, M 

Blackstone on the, 3' 
Conversion, BUdden, 645 
Conve:ys.noe of eleotors, origin of, 510> 
Convocation, 643 
Cook, Hr. Secretary, 23, 2' 
Cooper, ABhley. 1st Earl of Shaftea

bury,90, 98; later earb, 297, 32S~ 
868, 658 ~ . 

Comet, the terrible, 121 
Com Lawa, the, 231, 885 

the repeal of the, 263, 38' 
prophesied by Pa1merston, 285 

Cornwall, Hr. Speaker, 370 
Cornwallis, Lord, and the Union with 

Ireland, 54 -
Corrupt pmctices in 1880, 521 

punishment for, 522 
Corruption, a charge of, againsf;. 

lIIiBisten 65d 
inoreased p~valenoe of, 528 

Corruption in the House, eha:rgea of .. 
657,658 

Corruption, Parliamentary, preventing-
a dissolution, 392 . 

CorruptiOD, the Speaker an agent of, 43 
Cost of elections in recent; years, 523 

. of Election Commisaions, 524. 
Coat of national safety, a'5 
Costume, ootrec~ 613 
Cottage, the poor maD's, 130 
Coanoi1, the 11n~ after the Conqu .. ~ It 
Co1lllOils, OODBtitutiOD of the early, I 
Counsellor, an unwise, 8 
Counting himseU out, 614 
Countmg ten for one, 40 
Couoty franchise. the, 407 
Co"p d'itat, Lord Palmerston and the,. 

289 
Con rt, a picture of the, 109 

cft.etruat at, ovel'Oome, 298 
Conrt oa.ndidat.e in the 17th oen.t'ur7,. 

a, 507 
Court diotation, 508 
Courtenay, Mr., 194 
Courtier cenaUl'ed by the Spea.k:er, 4.8 
Courtney, Mr., 489, 631 
Co_try, Sir Jo1m, 41 
Cowen, Mr., 588 
Cowley qnoted by Sir B. Peel, 959 
Crawfurd, Mr., motion by, to ez:olude 

.tra.ngera. 558 
Crimean War, ltlr. Roebuok'. moti~ 

410 
au .ppeal ,....;not the, 390 
a defence of the, 30S 

Criminal 0008. the reform Of the, 181 
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Criminalla.WB, the old, 183 
"CrUris of Pa.rlioments," the, 22 
Critio in the Rouse, • foreign, :;2 
CritioiBm, Sheridan repelling, 172 

preoooious, 146 
Cromwell, Oliver, 88, 95 

his fim speech, 88 
his official apeeah9l, 90 
his...,.....J appeanm ... 89 
Cromwell rep ..... end.d, 89 
his dieeolutioD 01 the Loug Parlia-

.... t,90 . 
his reform. of the CommoDs, S4 
his Houee of Lords, M, 95 

Crom_1I ODd Marten, 87 
Ctooke, Speelr:er, I' 
Crosa., unot aehamed of the,"180 
"Cross-banch mind," the, 4Sa 
Crowd&, p"""",tion of, 620 
Crown, the Commons and the inJIuellCe 

01 the, 51 
ClOwn !IlI!JI8888eS, etiquette ooncernjng, 

579 
" Crumbling" RUBBia, SS6 
Cumberland, the Duke 01, 225, 643 

and J;.ord Brongham, 2S9 
Curliness and sa.rcasm, 268 
Cumm, John Philpot, 195, ~7 

and Fitsgibbou, G52 
Ie CurryooICb of the Houae,u the, 189 
Cypher, 8. despa.toh in. 221 

D. 
Dagger soene, Borke's, 168 
Da.nby, Lord Treasurer, Ed the jaok. 

de .... GS6 
"1laDaiDg Punch," the, 517 
Da.nger. a standins'. 43 
"DaDgar ~'. the, SSG 
DaDgerou people, 281 
Dark, ".leap in the," 3106 
Dartnesa, light out of, 188 
Daahwood,ChlmoeUorof the Es:chequer, 

126 
"Day of no judgment," the 168 
Da.ya, nam,8I!I of, on Parliament.az.y 

po_GID . 
Dead, voioea of the. SS9 
Death of Cutlereagh, 190 

of Chatham, 128 
01 Hueltieeoll. as. 
of William Pitt, 15S 

Debete, OIl erlnordiue'7, 210 
freedom of, 20 
presenoe of the Sovereign at, 8'1, 39 
the House powerl681 to olose, 605 
DeW role for the moanre of, ~06 

Debate, " the Rupert of," 309 
the "Red IndiaD. of," 269 
the II tIt.on:n7 petrel of," 41S 

Debate without reason, 39 
Deba.ter, 8. fair, 205 
Deba.tes, $hort Bittings and good. tM 
Deba.tes, publioation of, SS9 

members punished for divulging. 
559 .. 

Deba.ting u off-ha.na," 285 
Declara.tion of Right, the, 98 
Despwaters,659 
Defence, DeptiTe, 193 

a eophlst;;caI, 77 
Defenoe of the Queen, ., 394 
Defence, Strafford's, as 

Lord Somera'. 99 
Defensive, OD the, 135 
Defying the House, 648 
U Degradation" of the House of 

Commons, 630 
De \a Mare, Sir Peter, 10 
Deliuqnente, magisterial, 515 
Delinquents·OIl their kneel, 531 
Deluge, subsidence of the, 219 
Dem~,306,466 
" Democratio tide:' the. 319 
Demostbenea, a, 1 n 
Denmark, the debate respecting, '13 
Denial, .. blunt, 258 
Denunoiation of Cobhett, Peel's, 259 
DepopuI.a.tiOD, '12 
Deputy Speaker, the, 579 
Derby, Edw;Geoffrey, Ea.rl of, 30'1, MS 

his manner, 307 
Edw. Henry, Ea.rl of, 458 

Derby 6,., adjournment over the, 610 
Derby Gove"""8Ilt, defeat of the first, 

ss. -
of the B ..... d, 616 

" Derby Minstrels," the, 393 
Dering, Sir E., 689 
DeaignatiODB ginn to Parliamente, 

peculia:r, 41 
" Desired II or "required p" 578 
Deepatoh, Parliam8llta'7, 18 
Despatch in cypher, .. 221 
Desperate case, a, 75 
DeteDtion of members, oompulaory, 2T 
Devonshire. the Duchesaof, oanvaaaing. 

5S2 ' 
Dexterity in a. diftlonlty, 33'1 

with .. diflioult subject, 105 
political, 492 

DiabolioaJ. Parlia.ment, the. 6 
Dictation, Court. 506 
Difference, 1.11 tl e, 23' 
Difliculty. a. Chanoe11qr's, "203 

8. prolonged, 590 
Diffioulties, .. British Minister'., S30 

speakiDg unde., 1'7 
I»gby,Lord,28, 29,89, 228 
Digby, Kr. John, SO 
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Dignity of Pa.rlia.JD.ent, paramoUDt, 48 
of the Bouse of CommoDB, 12S 

Dilemma, &, 47 
Dilke, Sir C., 65, 839, 484, 527, 582, 647 
Dinner, the rush to, 611 

the :Ministerial whitebait, 610 
to voters, 80, 509 
Andrew ManolI's, 98 

"Dinner~bell" of the House, the, 612, : 
659 

Dinner hour, Ministers &Dc} the, 611 
Dinners, Wilberforoe's pa.rli.n.monta.ry, 

179 
Direotora of oompanies in Parliament, 

662 
Dirt, " a. thing in the wrong plaoe," 291 
"Dirty house," a, 531 
U Dirty trick," 662 
Discipline, the House of Commons, a. 

Bohool of, 36'1 
DiscussioD, free. 422 
"Dishing the Whigs," 314 
Disinterestedness, William Pitt's, 151 
Dismisea.l of the Melbourne Ministry, 

229 
of Lord Palmerston, 289 

Disorderlyeleotors, 534 
Di8l'8eli, Benja.min, Ea.rl of Beacons

field, 68, 281, 283, 310, 314. 353, 
567,576,585,588,649,661,669 

and Molbourne. 315 
hie early oa.ndidatures, 314 
self-confidence, 815 
first appearanoe in Pa.rliamont, 315 
ea.rl1 passage with Palmer8ton, 316 
effeot of his attaokl on Peel, 261 
a turning point, 820 . 
a friend's foreoaet, 823 
a oonversa.tion with Mr. Bright, 329 
his elevation to the Premiel'8hip, SSI 
1a.at appearance in the Commons, 

888 
on the dea.th of the PrinCQsa Alice, 

848 
proofs of determination, 84.6 
retrospeotion, 34S 
Go tribute from an opponent, 345 
Hr. Gladstone', tribute to, 376 

Disreputable repre.ontative, a, 666 I 

DiBaolutioDt " flgumtive and " Uterat, 
625 

"Dis.olution IJ or II interruption p" SS 
Dissolution 01 the Long Parliament, 

CI Distaste '" for Parliament, Charles 
Va growing, 2S 

Distinction, an honourable. 258 
II Ditto to Mr. Burke," 168 
Diviaion, a. qua.rrel on • diaputed, 89 

a. atranger counted in ., 555 
Division lists, 43 
DivW.oDS in full Houses, 616 
Divisions in the House of Lords, 617 

in the House of Commons, repeated, 
616 

Doddington, Bubb, 665 
Dodson, Mr., 648 
Dodon&, the oak of, 194 . 
Dog, •• the watchlul," 872, 409 
Don Giovanni, 405 
II Do what I like with my cnril," 851 
"Dragons' teeth," 193, 407 
Drake's" well·known speech," 503 
"Drawbacks," We.lpole'. two. 111 
"Drawing" :Mr. Gladstone, 879 
Dream, a, 47 

rela.ted in Pa.rliament, 24 
II Drifting into war," 298 
DrowllY members, 87 
Drunken Parliament. the, 7 
Duel between Bnrdett &nd Paull. 210 

Ca.atlereagh's with Ca.nn.ing, 189 
Curra.n and Fitlgibbon, 196 
between Fox a.nd Mr. Adam, 159 
between Lord George Germain Illld 

Governor Johnstone, 650 
O'Connell's with D'Esterre, 270 
between Pitt and Tierney, 178 
between Lord Shelburne a.nd CoL 

Fullartou, 145 
between the Duke of Wellington 

and Earl of Wincbflsoa, 249 
between Wilkea and Martin, 138 
a duel prevented, 650 
Ma.caway's obviated, 301 

Duelling clubs, political, 651 
Duffy, Mr. GaTlm, 656 
Dunce, a, 664 
"Dunoiad of polities," the, 318 
Duncombe, Thomas SHngeby, 216. 267 
Dundas, Henry (Viscount Melville), 

508. 572. 665 
Fox and. 155 

DundonaJd, Earl of (Lord Coobrone). 
518.589 

Dunning'. resolution, :Mr .• 51 
Dutch, "the fault of the," 229 
Duty, • Minister's, SG5 CromweU'" 6, SSt 90 

ofl629, the, 97 
of 1780. 51 

i Dynamiters in the House of Commons, 
656 

of 1831, 57, 236 
Parlia.mentary oorruption preventins' 

.. 892 
Diltancu, II :re&8ona.ble," 870 

E. 
Early hours in Parliament, 60a 
Earthquake, "pilla against tha." 398 
Ea.nrigging tho Pa.rlie.ment, 42 
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"Ecclesiastical dignities, use of, 639 
EcolesiastioaJ Titl •• Act, the, 280 -
Eoonomiea, small, 218 
"Educating his party," SSO 
Education, household suffrage and, 405 
Effect, an undesigned, 250 
Eighteenpence, & seat for, 497 
Eighty Club, the, 4'141· 
Eldon, Lord, 201 
, his first electioD speeah, 201 

offered the reins of government, 202 
Eldon and Romilly, 182 
and W.lliDgtcn, 247 

Election, making it 81U'8, 168 
Elections, &c., 505 

the lrliddlesex, 136 
for Weatminsber, 530,5S1 
exp~ve.521,52S,524 
haJf & million spent in an election, 

524 
cost of, in recent years. 528 
inBuence of peers on, 506 

Elootion bill, an Irish, 53'1 
Election CommissioDB, oost of, 52' 
Eleotion disturbanoes, early, 505 
Eleotioneering arts, 526 
Eleotioneering strategy in 1685, 507 
Election expenses, hea.'7. 392, 524 
, in 1874, 521 

in 1880, 521 
Election petitions, 888 

expenses of, 389 
parlia.menta.ry oandidates and, 388 
trial of, by the judges, 529 
ven.tious, 528 

Election pleaaant:rieg, 155, 168 
Election return stolen by highwaymen, 

an, 528 
Election riots in 1880, 528 

riotous elections cancelled. 528 
Elections, narrow majorities at, 69 

two general, in a few months, 69 
elections a penalty, 669 

Electoral principle, e:r.tension of tho, 
669 . 

Electors, total number of, 52'1 
disorderly, 5341 

"Elega.nt contingency," an., 514 
Elevation, a oonvenient, 29 

rapid,98 
Eliot, Sir John, 21, 24, 27, 75 

his last appearance, 76 
Elizo.betb, Queen, refusing as:ent to 

bills, 18 
Eliza.beth and the CommoDl, 15 
and the bishops, 17 

Eloquence. " da.ngerous," 499 
U unadorned," 384 
examples of Cho.tham's, 129 
professionaJ knowledae, versus, 127 

Elwos, the miser, 497, 498 
Emotions II smouldering," 58' 
Emphasizing a speech, 568 
Empire, the development of, 477 
Empson and Dudley, 110 
End1ll'&llC9 of the English people, 100 
Enemy ... sat down without an," 198 
II England can never be mined but bJ" 

a Parliament;" 9 
II Englishman," an, 297 
Epigrams, _185, 188, 192, 498, 500, 

655 
. Episcopacy, a bill II for the extirpation 

of," 85 
Falkla.nd on, 86 
Van. 00 the bill against, 99 

Epithets, uncomplimentary, 812 
Equal rigbte, 279 
Error, a confession of, IS5 
Erslcine, Lord, 199 

his failure, 199 
his defence of Uberty, 199 

E.tate, the Fourth, 564 
Estates of the Realm, the three, 615 
Estates sitting b;y themselvetJ, the 

three,' 
II Europe On a mine," 999 
Evaaion, an ingeniOQS, 542 
Eve, 150 
Evelyn's dia.r.1 quoted, 42, 46, 508, 508, 

601 
Evictions, Hr. GIa.astone on Irish. 8'13 
Evidence, m&nuia.atured, 9' 
Evil, a necessary, 186 
Exceptions, 150 
Excise Bill, Walpole's, 109, 115 

Pitt and the, 126 
Excitement in the Houses, 57 
Excitement, Walpole in unusual, 111 
Ex-clergyman returned, an, 206 
. E:lclusion Bill, rejection of the, 98 
E:lclusion of strangers, 550 

special instances of, 552, &0. 
Col. Luttrell and, 56S 
altera.tion of the rule, 558 
first a.pplication of the new' rule, 5M 

Exclusion of the Lords and Commone, 
mutcal, 551 

Exclusion of Scotch judges from the 
Honse of Commons, 653 

" Exolusively Irish" questions, 454 
Exemp1a.ry oratory, 73 
E:leter Ha.ll, the .. bray" of. S04 
"EJ:ba.nsted volcanoes," the, 8U 
E:r:hibition o~ 1851, the Grea.t, 25" 

501 
If Ex luee InceUum." '"'07 
uE:lperiencs," modem philosophy v" 

181 
I U Expresa train II oratory. 80,0 
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E%pulsioD8 from the CommonS, 48 
A.i.ala.bie's,4.8 
A.gill·s, 664 
Steele's. 101 
Walpole'., 106 

Extinguish .. , the, 195 
Extremist, not a.u, 94 • 

F. 
Fa.oea. united, 453 
u Factious combination,OJ 280 
_I Factious do,.:' Dr. Johnson and 

the,51 
Fa.cts, reson to imagination for. 174. 
If Fads," electoral. 899 
Fagot Totes, origin of, 510 

in 1877, 510 
in Midlothian, 510 
Hr. Cobden and, 5It 

Fagot TOting eriraordinary, 511 
Fairfa:r, thanks of the Bouse to 

General, 624 
Faith, the age of, 327 
Failure, a pitiful, 193 

Erskine's -parliamentary, 199 
Fa.i.lore turned to acoom:.t, 658 
.. False:' that is, 2SS 
Falkland, Lord, 84. 

sent to the Tower (1694), '" 
Fo.II of Lord North, 135 

of Sir Bobert Peel, 249 
Fa.mily OODDectiollB in Govemment,415 
Family incident, a, 666 
FB8tiDg and fighting, 6M 
Fasta, national, aud everyda1 duties, 

291 
"Fathers" of the House of Commons, 

68,666 . 
Fa.ther and BOD, ISS, 350 
Fawoett, Hr., 614. 
" Fawning parasite.," 835 
F.zakerly,120 
.. Feelings," publio busineaa and 

gentlemen'., 252 
Fee8 paid for arrest, &0., 550 
Felon transformed, the, 198 
Fiotitious speeches and petitiOlUl, 

ma.nula.oture of, 560 
Fighting and futing, 63. 
It FiDality II in Reform, ~58, 978 
Finch, Sir. John (Lord. Keeper), S6, 28, 

76,628 
Finch, Lord, defending steele, 108 
Fine. 011 &bsent member., 601 . 

for late arrival, 601 
Firat speech, a forcible, 84t 

Oromwell'l, 88 
DilraeU'8, S15 
Pitt'., 146 

Fitsgibbon and CUl'l'aD, 198 

Five members, the &ttempi to arrest. 
the, 32 

Flattery missing its mark, 145 
Flood. Henry, 191, 194 

Grattan OIl, 195 
" Floundering and foundering;" 336 
Fly, a pink, 337 
Fools, the, and the profane. 87 
Forbeara.n.ce, in debate, mutual, 640 
Forbidding the ba.nns, 149 • 
II Force no remedy," 396 
Foreoost, a, 315 
F.......t of Reform, a, 125 
II For ever," 40 
Foreign affa.ila, u .. lull in," 414 
Foreign Minister, the work of a., 419 
Foreign Seoretaries, liat of, 683 
Foreign Secretaryship, P",lmerstoD.'. 

dismissal from the, 289 
Formation. of a House, preventing the, 

598 
Forster, WHlia.m Edw&rd, 419, "7 

and the House of Lords, 448 
and Mr. Gladstone, 451 
and Mr. Parnell, 450 
resignation of Irish Secretaryship, 

"9 
"Fortuitous concourse of ato~," a, 

292 • 
Forward members, 597 
Fourth Estate, the, 5&1 
It Fourth party," the. 63 
Fox, Lord Holland, 118, 125 
Fox, Charles James, 147, 15S, 166, 

807,417,531,625 
returned at nineteen, 21 
his first appearance in Parliament, 

and early speeches, 158 
characterietics of hie speeches. 156 
hie 8peeoh on the Westminster 

8crutiny, 155 
on the pUblication of debates, 563 
the .King's dislike to Fox. 155 
hie name erased from the Priory 

Counoil, 157 
Foz and hia party, 157, 625 
and young William Pitt, 146, 147, 

152 
and Lord North, 134, 154 
and Sir William Grant, 200 
Grattan's character of, 158 

Foxiana, 158 
Fo% and the goose, tho, 178 
Franchise and Redistribution lUlls of 

1~5,tho,63,64,377,4S1 
Franchise, claim. to tho} by peen, 547 

women a.n.d the, 895 
Francis, Sir Philip, 177 

an unready apea.k:er, 177 
and. Burk~, 165 
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Franco-German war, the, 414 
Franking letters, the privilege of. 545 
~s, reporting, 567 
" Free breakfuat t&ble," ... 893 
Free disoussion, 422 
Freedom, a friend of, 141 
Freedom of speech in Parliament, 4S 

the privilege of. M2 
abusing, 5oil! 

Freeholds, origin of IIPlitting, for 
votes, 510 

wholesale multiplication of, 510 
Freemen, honorary, 512 
Free trade and protection, Mr. Glad-

stone on, 383 
!Tee trade, a pioneer of. 501 
French minister, Chatham and the, 123 
Frere, a story by, 185 
Fretting, 133 
Friend, .. my right honourablo." 435 
Friends, 'I oandid," 319 
Frivolity, early, 246 
Frontier. a sojentific, 348 
Fuller, Thomas, 22, 673 
Full housea, UDUSUally. 358, 601, 616 

divisions in, 69, 616 
"Fundamentalla",," 881 
Forn.i.~ .. useful piece of. 34.0 

G. 
GaJway, intimida.tion in, 535 
Garrick hiding himaelf in the gaJIery, 

5Sa 
Garter, the Order of the, 108, 109 

in the Commons, 6241 
u Garter for the other leg," a, 232 
Geese and the oats, the. 665 
Gentlema.n, the King not &, 248 
GentleI!laU of the Preas, a, 322 

. Gentlemen, .. the Hou.se an assembly 
of," 554 

til Gentle Shepherd," the. 126 
George m., the illness of, 203 

and the .:fOungel' Pitt, 148 • 
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~ati.on8,35'1 
use of quotation, 358, 860 
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Beaconsfield, 368 
an a.fter-dmner sketch of, by Lord 

Beaconsfield, 340 
hia tribute to Lord Beaoonstield, 376 
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.. resignation," 371 
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Greece, the future of, 838 
~vUle, ~rge,126,e58 
Grey, Ellol'l, 58, 22' 

his 81'8t appearance, 924-
hill own estimate of his debating 

talent, 295 
and Fox'. bust,. 226 
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Hole in the wall, the, $91 



INDEX- 701 
1I0U&nd, Lady, 223 
Hollis. Denzil, 32, '17 

and Ireton., 60U 
Holt, Chief Justicej and the Speaker, 

46 
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"disorganised," 576 

L 
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Infirmity overcome, 192 
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Inglis, Sir Robert H., 672 
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Insane member, a.n., 501 
Iu8ft.nUID Pa.rliamentum, " 
Insight, 87 
Insigniftcant men, 117 
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Intolerance in the House of Commons, 

86 
Intrepidity, Pe~ho.m·8, 117 
Introduction of Dew membera, 587 
Intruders in the House, 555 
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Irish election bill, an, 537 
Irieh elector, swearing 1IoD., 537 
Irish evictions, 878 
Irieh leaders, MI'. Gladatone and the, 

870 
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by, 20 
Jealousy of the two Housea, mutual, 

49 
Je«reya,Judge,507 

not" Parliament pl'oof," 41 
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Koy, turning the, on an opponeDt, 116 
Keyhole tactica, 169 
Keys of India, the, 348 
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Ladies' triumph over the Lords, 557 
"Lambs," the Nottingham, 525 
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the -xing, on the Middlea8X eleo
tiona, 136 

a City privilege, 587 
a U march' to London" speeob, 472 

Londoners, the. and Peter de 1& Mare, 
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Lord 14a.yor'8 da.y, Lord Beacona6.eld 

00,340 
Lord's Prayer, altering the, 83 
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rescinding .. oommittal by the Com~ 
mone,46 

Lord. giving proteotIono, the, 541 
Lords "in a. balloon.," 861 . 
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his powe1'8 in debate, 131 
Manufacturer, a successful, 471 
"Maroh to London" speech, a, 472 
Marks of a. ba.d subjeot, 81 
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Minority, a " glorious," 615 
Minority representation, 631, 529 
Minstrels, the Derby, 393 
Miscellanoous anecdotes, 505 
Miscount. a, 614 
Hi.sta.ke, "there was DO," &0" 2241 
.< Mister MOlt," 518 
CI Mr. Speaker," Gmttan rehearsing to,. 

191 
r,c Mitred front .. of religion, the, 163 
Mob, every numsrous assembly a., 105 

members and the, 658 
a mob in the Irish House, 653 

lIob orator, the, 272 
Moltke, Count Ton, 493 
Monarchy, an upholder of the. 494 
Monasteries, the Commou and tho 

suppressed, 14 
Money billa, rejection of, by the 

Lords,245 

Montagu, Lady Mar:r Wortley, and 
the l&dieEJ' triumph, 557 

Montague, Ac:lmi.ral, and the Garter, 
108 

Montesquieu, quoted by Blackstone,1!: 
J40ntford, Simon de. the CouunOI16 

rmmmoned by, S 
complaint of, 4-

Moon, a visitor from the, 517 
It the ~ in tho," 520 

Moore quoted, 188, 387, 50S 
Moral, a political, 264 
Morality, ofllaial restraint Y. political, 

410 
More, Sir Thomas, 71 
Morley, .John, 472, 477, 489,49' 
Morpeth, Lord, 665 
.Multitude, ua grateful and admiring,'" 

186 
Murray (Lord Miusfield), Chatham 

and,la3 
U :Muscular Cbriatianity," representa-

tives of, at elections, 526 
Mute member, a, 175 
It Muzzle," putting on the. 227 
U Muszled," partially. 297 
My own, "do what I like with," 351 
Mystery; Aaian, 829 
"J4ythieal accretion" in parliamen-. 

ta.ry aa.yb>ga (vili.) 

N, 
Names in question, 58S 
Naming .. member, consequences of. 

581 
National party, a, 4'16 
Na.tional aa.fety and its eost, 24.5 
Nations, the law of, 188 
Navigation awe, the repaeJ. of ty, GO .. 

240 
Na".,et AnUeyra.m, 840 
NegotiatioD8, the right of inquiry inlo. 

ministerial, 155 
"Nepotism," 415 
Newcastle, the first Duke of, 118 

Pitt and, 126 
Newdegate, Mr., 592 
Newgate, petitioners Bent to, 822 
Newmarket, a sta.tesman ~t, 811 
New member, a., 13S 
New members during a. term of Parlw.

ment, 68 
in recent parliamen~ 68 
introduction of, 587 
fOI'W8Z'd nsw members, 597 

Newspaper inadvertence, a, 568 
Newspaper speech, ., 137 
Newspapers, reading from., 4.10. 581 
Nicknamca, political, 212 

Monk and Morte., 97 Nigbtca.p wanted, 'Ii, 165 
liz 
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Nightingale. the voice of the, 18 
Nodders a.nd noddees. 87 
"No House," 598 
Noisy, the 8D18oU an~ 168 
Nomination days, the old, 528 
ell Nominee," what is • P 851 
NoJJ'l.i.neel in the House, 55 
Non-attendance of members. 001 
Non-interference, 886 
"No, DO," in the LoNa, 225 
" }If 0 Popet'J' ," 280 
No Popel'7 riote, the, 52 
Norfolkt 'an eleotion for" 200 78801'8 

&gO,508 
North, Lord, 50, 51. 128,132, 161, 504, 

625,650 
losing his temper, ISS 
on the defeusi'9'8, 135 
the f.ll of, 135 
bia a.tBiotion and it.. IOlace, 138 
Fox dilllllissed by, 15' 

Northeote, Sir Stafford [see "EMl of 
Iddeeleigh "] 

B'orton, Sir F., MO 
and the King, 49, 50 

. CI Not beaten," 419 
"Not heard," motion that • membe1' 

be, 580, 627 
Noth~'98 
.. Nothing in" the ro1o! _oL, S70 
Not too old to loam, 248 
"Not Jet prepared,IJ 3d . 
Note·takiDB. diaIike of the House to, 

660 
_ be .topped, S60 

"Nottingham lamb.," the, &85 
Novelties, mere, 636 
Number and paJIDOD' of mambera, 87 
N .... .,. fen: the I.ordo, the Commom 

.. 87 

O. 
Oath en: &ftI .... ti ... P SS9 

admiDiatered b7 member to himeaIf, 
691 

b7 the oIerl<, 578 (note) 
tat ... b7 PriT7 Coanoillom. the. '08 

O·Bri .... Mr. Smith, 885 
Ob.ervati ..... takiDB. BaO 
Obltruoti .... P.,.1ia.m.,.tory. 825, 375, 

486.604, 626 
the U banioade II 01, 898 
the -1ACr8Cl right" of, 6S8_ 
lltatistioe of, 630, 639, 6S8 
mat.eurel apinlti, 627, 828 

ObltruotiOll and the Britiah C"",ta'tu
tiOD, 83S 

and "awwecl enemi ... u 687 
Ob,lraoti.e periJ. lIlIIaIIDeu of th .. 

828 

O'CoaneIl, Da.iel, 269. 808. 586; 641 . 
and Dioraeli, 815 
omd Profe .... Prym .. 43 
his ......... for Clare. 66 
IOprimandad from the Choir. B70 
his last _01>, a78 

O'CoanaIl, .rohD, motion b7. to ezoI.cIa 
otNDgara, ssa 

stories by, 5SS, 665 
O·Com!or. Feargua, 501. 635, SSB 

IlADlOCi in the Ho1IIe, SSI 
Octogenarian'. speech, 8, 1M 
II Odd .. spea.king, 191 
Olle .... anint8JlticmoJ., 64Ii 
Oft'emve speech forbidden, "6 
" Off-hand" deba.ting, 285 
Olll ... Tiom87'a oaJing .bou~ 178 

Althorp'a bat.ed of, B27 
• qualification for, 656 
buried in, 6M 
laugthJ ........ of. 201 

Ollicial 1'OItraint v. politiooJ. moraIiV. 
410 

I. Oftener.if-need· ... be, " the, 168 
"Old Parliamentary hand,u au, 380 
Old Sarnm, "the Borough of," 518 

Horne Tooke returned for, 106 
Old .ohool, the last of .... 618 
II Old ".,. the salest." 25 
II Old women," 281,5841 
Oli ... , AId ......... 48. S88. 640 
II OBoe .. oarrier," 6606 
II Onoe bit, twice my," 498 

. One mind, of. 79 
.t One thing at a time," SIS 
Onsl .... Mr. Spar.ker.48, 581. sss. 60a 

011 PolteDey, 116 
OasIow lin .. th .. 161 
II On the lide of the angela,tI S28 
OpBDing of Parliament by Jame, L iD 

1621,19 
0peDiDg aoeBe, the, sa7 
Opan pollioga, the Iaat, 6116 
OpiDi ..... two, 138 
Oppanent, ... anazpaotod, an 
OpportaniBm, 418 
Oppooite aid ... taking, 576 
Oppooiticm, • his Maj •• V· .. • 208 

the duV of .... 178 
mIDistry YOtiJJg with, 618 

.Oppooiticm," the,aaimlp\ar apithat, 
280 

IIOppoeitioD. 0'fW the water.1t the, 1M 
OppreUion of majoriti ..... minoriti.., 

88i 
Opti~l61 , 
Oraole, • wood .... 1M 
Oration, aD nciting, 166 
I. ~ Hunt," '99 
o..tor ... d his"-,,, th .. 881 
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Orator. th. mob, 979 ,-Parliamoot,. th ...... of. 3 
Orators. aatioism 0Jl two, 661 the writ of 81lIIlJD01l8 to, " 
Oratory, oommonplaoe, 186 government by, 106 

uemplary. 7S tW,. "olDDipotence n of. 1 
brlI .... tiaI, 98 poraIDOUDt lfipity of. 48 
... apress tram. • SOO rebellion aga.inst., oMS 
tlnishad, 150 the "intense glare at the doors of:' 
loDg.wiDded, 659 891 
Chatham·s, 123 Parliament, .. _ ...... B2 
-'s, leodUog to eqmlIIon of .. saicidal, 11 

th. students, 199 Parliament, B,..".·s imp......... of, 
!he KiDg'8 criticism OIl PiWs, U8 907 
.. ......tor of, 403 Parliamoot, oonTODhlg itself. M 
pre...,..tion Is, 40S Parliamoot de Ia DODd. th •• 5 
8fto1leeoenoe of, 101 Parliament" fooled " by Charles II .• 

Order. the preeervatiou of, 169 36; "coDared u b;rllr. Gladstone, 
U Order" in the vems, 1&1 633 -
Orders of the Bath and Garter, the Pa.rliament from. Temple Bar. &a 393 . 

108 Parliamoot, • frosb," 625 
Orders, peremptory. 193 Parliament, G",ttan·s, 58 
• Organised h,ypocrisy." the, 318 Parliamoot of Bois, the, 5 
OrtbodDzy aDd hoterodozy. 640 Parliamoot inelf""", agaU>ot pnbli. 
Oaboms, lIalph lIomal, 294, 4U, 415. opinion, 428 

526 "Parliamoot proof" Judp J_,. 
U Oar masters at WestmiDster. Q 37 DOt, 41 ' 
o.fordelWe, ... ~. o1ootien Is, l'arliamoot.q I18""W aDd bribeq. 

524 519 
o,.tor qnesti<m, tho gt.t, 487 l'arliamoot.q eloqu ............... noe .. 

of, in former da,.., 101 
P. Parliamoot.q _t, Haoaulay _ 

_ duty; .. 448 on, 305 
PaJo:mgton, Sir J, 63 Parliamant.q _.t, 307 
_. Sir Bcnmdell [see Solboma, l'arliamootaq Institutions, Iiaa and 

Eorlof) . ' _of.lto70 
__ II, Lord, 61, 67. 281, 284, Parliamootaq Bolo .... (see "Reform ') 

81~ 387 •• 10, o6l.3,-415, 419,573, Lord North and, 1M 
624, 648. 669 Parliaments of England and tho Uuitod 

his ...- into Parliament, 284 Kingdom, liat of the, 675 
early promotion, 284 Parliam ... ts, antiquity of, 1 
ooming to tho bont, 285 tho _lioat ......ded, 3 
hill diemi·sa) from thoForeign Soaro- Parliaments, poonliar desi_tioIJ8 

t.qship. 269 given to, 4 
U WOD his Derby.· 19S selection of partial, 8 
hill cUbu& in the PremiershiP. 291 "the crisis of," 28 
hiI!IlDMIJlel' in cleb&te, 896 8IIJlual, -'00 
proffer of oSoe to Cobden, 887 triezmi&l., 10S, 995, -669 
hill mimd oha.raoter, S96 Parliamente, oa.fa and, 625 
his U bapP7 nators," 888 Parliament. cJaahing. the, 197 
long aenioe in Parliament. 196 Parliament&, 've, 459 
A1thorp tho rin.l of _...ton, Parliamootum Diaboli 6 

226 P..,liamentum 1nd~ 
tho Qnoon and _...ton, 996 Parnell, ){r •• 871. 626. 627 
DiBmeli aDd Palmeraton, 816 If Pamellite juice:' 461 
WoIIingIon aDd PaJmareton, S5a Pr.rodiea, O'Comul1l' •• 272 

1'&_ duty, ropsal of ths, 245. 855 PartiDgton, Mrs.. 59 
Panqaio, Parliamoot.q. 875 "ParIs," not wanting. 119 
Paruites., "faWDiDg," 235 Party, "educating" .. 830' 
Panmthesie. a long, 195 . Pa.rt,y and patriotism, MO 
Parks, Sir J. m&do Lon! WOI!I!IeycIe.\e, Party aDd p1aoe. 192 

61 Party _to 828 
•• 2 
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Party leadership and politioaJ indO: 
pendenoe, 401 

Pa.riy na.mes and coalition Govern-
ments, 654 

Party relations, 11'7 
Puton letters quoted, 13. 505, 506 
Patchwork Ca.binet, a., 161 
",Patience of tautiou," ignorant, 188 
Patience wanted, 254 
Patient HouBe, ., 685 
Patriot, • repentant, 78 

an undaunted, 1& 
spoiling a, 656 

Pa,triotislD, Wa.lpole OD, 119 
._of,274 

- II the cant of,'J 279 
Wilkes's, 137 

P.tronage, Melbourne'. <tisp .... tiOD, 
of,231 

Pauper proxies, 533 
Pa.yment of membera, 9,87, ~85 
Peace, treaties of, 18' 
Peace and war, Ca.nning on, 220 
" Peace a.t a.ny prioe," 25'1, SSD 
CI Peace with honour." 281 
Pease. Mr.,·retnrnedfor South Durh&m, 

59 . 
Peoulia.r people, a., 828 
Pecnlio.rity, a, 205 
Pedestriau,not • good, lOS 
" Pedlars," politioal, 321 
Peel, Sir Robert, 54, 55, 198'. 198, 235, 

254, 288, 810, 817, 818, 819, 820, 
884,6240 

and CmmiDg, 257 
and Feargus O'ColmOl'. 261 
and Ruaaell, 841 
his ma.nnor, 260 
egotism. 5162 
dread of office, 265 
• saying of Peel'., 215 
as a humourist, 261 
his ehalloDg8 to O'Connell, 256 
compliment to Palmerston, 288 
denuncia.tion of Cobbett. 258 
effect of Hr. Diaraeli'. attacks, 

261· 
the II rre&test member of Pa.rJia.. 

ment, .. 265 
his New Tariff, 80S 
the falf of, 268 ' 
the Minister's valediotion, IG4 

Peerage CI by Aut of Parliament," 141 
ohanges in the, 66 
limitation of the, 107 
in abeyance, 67 
inalieno.ble, 548 
effect of Chatham'. elevation to the, 

127 
Peemgea, Ii-re, en 

Peers, claim to the franohise by, 5'? 
creation of, 100, 141; threatened m. 

1832, 58, 238 
disqualification of, 61 
<tisparagiDg tbe, 117 
in1luence of, on elections, 55, 50&' 
sitting in the House of Commons, 33 
!be SpirituaJ, 168 

Peereaaea' gallery, the, 558 
Pelham, Henry, 112, 117 
Pells, the olerkship of the, 168, 185 
PeIlflionary Parliament, the, 7 
People, a ma.n of the, S2S . 

uthe 8overeign," ]57 
II People who will govemthis oountry," 

the,S85 
People with a "big P," the, 471 
Pepye's Diary quoted, 35, &0. 
Perceval, Spenoer, 189, 208 

his parliamentary ca.reer, 203 
his assa.ssiDation, 208 

Peremptory, 'Very, 120 
Peremptory orden, 128 
Permissive Bill, the, 614 
Peroration in a full honse, &, 858 
Pereonal anecdotes, '11 to 504 
II Personally conduoted .. members, 401 
Pertinacious speakers, 630 
Peterborough, the Earl of, 89, 47 
"Peterloo" meeting, the, 184, 196,210 . 
Petition against a. judge, 13 

the Chartist of 1848, 620 
!be Kentiab, 691 
a monster. 621 
limita.tion of privilege to, 620 
Wilkea presenting a, 188 

Petition of Right, the, 74, 75, 9' 
assent to the, 26 

Petitions to Parliament, 407, 620, run 
presentinl'. 407 
manufacturo of 8otitious, 560, 621, 
fa.brioa.tion of signa.tares to, 629 

Petitioners, harsh treatment of, 621 
women, 668 

Petty, Lord Henry, 15'1, 176, 2a. 
Phillips, s;r Bobert, 28, 240 
Philosopher's peouliaritietll, a, 189 
Philosophy, modem. v. U experience," 

181 
Phrasel, fine, 438 
Physioian, a ToZ'7, and hill Whig 

pa.tient, 106 
Piety and a.bility, &10 
"Pig's killed," the. 927 
Pillory. members in the. 17. 48 
Pioua and pa.tient. 635 
Pitt, William (the elder), 191 (ese also 

under Ie Chatham tI) 
and Ronoa Walpole (the elder), 

127 



INDBX, 709 

- Pitt, William (the lOunger>, 146, 490, 
509, 579, 655 

as a. ohild, 152 
and Fox in childhood, 152 
joiDb>g the Shelbume Administra-

tiOD,I4.5 
his first spe .. h, 146 
his most dootive speech, 148 
the King's criticism. on his oratory, 

148 
his signal. 19' 
his style, 150 
his last ae,.mg, ISS 
and Dunda.a, 503 
and Eralrine, 199 
and :Melville's impeachment, 578 
prompting W"ubel'force, 179 
a. defenoe of, 490 
an appeal from' sou to fa.therl 177 

Place. a bid for. 109 
PlagWism, .. 243 
Plague, a.ttempt to communioa.t.e it to 

Pym,80 
"PIay," Parliamentae goodaa .,37; 

statesmen at, 151 
P1a.yfair, Dr. Lyon, 628, 631 
Pla.yhOua8 Bill, the, 104 
Plays, the Aot for lioen.eiDg, 635 
PIa.ya and games forbidden near Par. 

\ia.ment, 9 
Pleaaa.ntriel, election, 155 
Plimsoll epiaode, tho, 544. 649 

• pa.raJle1 to the Plimsoll case, 650 
Plots against W.tpo1e'slife, 110 
uPlundering and blundering," ass 
Plunket, Lord, 196 
Point, leading up to .. 319 
Pokers, the use of red hot, 525 
Polioeman, II ahooting the," 288 

• CI Policy of legerdema.in," a, 420 
Political morali.ty, ofB.oial l'eatra.int ,..~ 

410 
. U Political pedlara," 321 
Politice.\ trelning, 176 
Politios, II practical," 870 
Poll, U look to the ltate of the," 819 

putting an en~ to the. 530 
Polling, hoUl'lJ of, 527 
Polypne and the rook, 404 

, Potwalloping, 511 
Pope on Walpole, 114 

, Popham, Speaker, 18 
Popular men, 186 
Position, a unenviable, "'00 
co Potations pottle deep," 645 
Pound, "what is a. P It 256 
Power, "the balanoe of," 113 

dietribution of, '66 
the na.tiOll'. relel'Te'of, 467 
• long lelll.le of, 10.6 

Power in the Sta.te, the supreme. 408 
Power ad forbearance, 180 . 
"Practical ma.n," a., 407 
"Praotioal politios," 370 
Pra.otice. a "reprehensible, n 549 
Praise, superlative, 20' 
l'!aise-God Barabona, 7 
prayers; 571 

by the Speaker, 571 
Precaution, &, 184 
Precedent, pa.rliamentary, 629 
Precedents, "tea.-kettle," 318 
"~CiOUB P088esaionB," 283 
Prodiotion, .. and • -to 638 

an 1mful1illecl, 246 
Preference, a. m&ternaJ, 236 
Prejudice, a attaok 011, 183 
Premier, the, and the Commons, ~5! 

also Comma.nder-in_Chief, 248 
Premiel'l!l, fa.ulty, 118 

BuckinghaonUrlre, 845 
Premiership, declining the, 416 
Prepa.ration for pa.rlia.mentary lite, 191 
Prepared for the worst, 110 
Prerogative, royal, 44 

"blood fall of," 120 
Preas, the CommoD8 and the, in 1875, 

567 
"a. gentleman of the," 822 
an unfettered, 1'18 

U Pretty rasca.l," a., 176 
Price. Mr", and his speech, 45-
Pride's Parge, 6 
Prime Minister, the office of, a.nd 

government by Pa.rlia.ment, 106 
Prime Ministers, Chancellors, &.c" 

from 1715, list of, 682, &0. 
Primogeniture. the law of. 429 
Primrose League, the, 48' 
Prince Alfred'. enmine-tioD. l:I&P01'9 • 

Lord Derby and, SGS 
Prince Coneort, the, 812, 848 
II Prince Elector," the, 506 
Princess Allce, Lord Beaconsfield on 

the death of the, M3 
Prinoiples, union of the territorial a.nd 

the oommercial, S2S 
Printed doouments. privilege of, 547 
Printeni, the Commons and the City. 

568 . 
Prior a.nd Somers, 99 
Priva.te ,bills, referees voting on, 586 
Privilege, 539 

of the CommoDB, the Lords e-nd the, 
1a 

defence of parliamentary, '78 
the King eruing .. dec1a.ra.tion of, 

ao 
.. rank abuse of, 641 
nprimand for breach of, 54.4. 
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Privilege (contift.1l8d), of franking let. 
teraJ 545 

of free speech, 54J 
of printed document., 547 
exclusion of atra.ngerB, 550 
publication of deba.tes, 559 
.. City, 587 

Privilege v. law, 46 
II Privilego of speeoh," the, «8 
Privy Councillors, motion for COP7 of 

the oath taken by. 408 
Prizefighter, a, in Parli&ment, 500 
Prizefighters at elections, 526 
Prizes in the Church, 639 
ProcedureresolutioDS, Mr. Ghdstone's, 

606, 618, 627, 628, 633 
Professiona.l acumen, 198 
Professionalknowledgev. eloquonce,127 
Pl'o8-igooy. ministeriaJ, in tho last oen-

tury,655 
Promotion, early, 2M 
Protqptitude, miniateriol, 221 
Property qualifieo.tion. abolition of. 664 

Southey and the. 664 
Prophecy, a, 89, 285 
Prose vel'8U8 poetry, 207 
Protecting an unworthy mombOl', 589 

. Proteotion of aarvants,- 541 
Protest, a marked, 85 
Protests of the Lorda, 66 
Proud men, 186 
.. Proud oftha man·' (PoJ.merston),288 
.. Prove it .. 660 
ProvoJD.nK, 145 
Proxies in the Lorde', 615 
Pnblication of debatea, 559 

of evidence before committees, liG7 
.. Pull the rogues out bytbe ears I n 31 
J:'ulpit. politics in the, 668 
Putteney, William, 118, 115, 654 
.. Pulverisation .. of the Liberal po.rt::r. 

495 
Pomp, a, like Visot. Castlerengh, 188 
Punch "the daDoing" 517 
Pupil be;rond the maa:ter, the, 471 
Purcha.se in the anD.1, the o.bolitiOll of, 
, 363.4aS 
Purse-strinp, holding the. 87 
Pym, John, 97, S2. 77 

and SUdON, 88 

Q. 
Qao.okll, politioa.I, 364 
Quo.ker in Parliament, the flrat, 59 
Qun.ntit1, Do (oJ8e, 161 
Qna.rrel, &, on Do disputed division, 89 

0. royal, in the Lords', 643 
with the Speaker, 588 

Quoen, Do defenoe of the, 89" 
Quoen Viotoria.'1 tint Ipeeoh, 570 

Question, an. impertinent, 863 
refusing to put the, 26 

Qaesti0n8 in Parliament, 437, 583, GSt 
names in, 583 
speeches upon, 437 

Quizzing a bill out of the Bouae, 500 
Quotation. an effeotive, 808 

inapt, 6" 
completing .. 14.0· 
retort upon a, 210 
Mr. Gladstone's uae of, 358, 859 

Quotations in the House. olassical, 661 

B-
Race, tb8"u conquered," 342 
Race meetings, 4'0., subscriptions to,. 

S03 
Ie Radical, II 916 
Rain, .. wonderful shower of, 269 
U Ransom," Ao., 474 
Ruhness rebuked, 362 
Raaselas, u the mountains of," 841 
Reading from newapap8l'8, 410, 581 
Reading speeches in the House, 580 ' 
Ready for anytlrlng, 1S8 
.. Reasona.ble distance," 370 
:Rebuke, a mild, 439 
Reoonciliation prevented, a, 152 
Red-hot pokers, the use of, 525 
U Red Indian. of debo.te," the, 269 
Referees voting on private bills, 58& 
Reform in Parliament, the firat, 8' 

a foreeaat of, 195 
II finality" ill, 258, 9'18 
." I'Obberw and • "creditor,- 19S'" 
the .. shuttlecock II of, 404 
the "tender passion II in, 430 
Co.nning on, 219 
Windham on, 176 

Reform Act of 1867, the, 69; or 
1884.5,64 

Reform :Bill of 18S9, the, 56, 58 
Lord J. Buasell'. introduction Of 

the, 277 
passage of the, 58 
Earl Russell'. in 1866, 858, 800 

Reform ary, .. 9S8 
:Reform in eleotiODS, • call t01', 509 
Reform of tho oriDUnoi 00<Ie, the, 181 
Reform speech in the Lords, Broug-

ham's, 9SS 
fCBeform8l'8" and c'CODHrTativea," 979 
Regenoy question, the, 149 
Regrets, 226 
II Register, register, register f n ISS 
Rehearsal, a, 668 
Rejoinder, a good-humoured, 417 
Belie, • family, 155 
Bemediet. inadequate" 893 
Reminder, an unpleaaant, 494 
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BemODStrano., the a_t, SO. 81 
:Repeal ,of the Union, necesait, for. 
. bidding. 470 
Repeal question. O·CcmneU'. iutroduo

tion of the, 269 
lI<>Ply, • brief, 230 

.. orushing, 144 
Beporters, a.ocommoda.tion for. in the 

House of Lords, 577 
power of the, 567 
lady reporters, $66 

Reporters' g&llery, origin of the, 565 
accommodation in the, 565 
shorthand eystema iD the, 565 

ReportiDg, the father of parliamentarr, 
5.61 

in the last .... tln7. S61 
&eaka, 568 

11 Beprehenst"ble" practice, ., ~ 
Representation an UP8DBiv8 luxury, 9 
Representative, tealimoniala to .. 411 

• gmtefuJ, 664 . 
Representative and oonstitnenta, 160 
Representative peers, Irieh, 67 
Representatives Oh089D in 1070, S 
Representatives, hereditarY, 68 
Reprimand delivered to the Lords, II) 

'is . 
-O'Connell's, from the Cha.ir, 270 

Reprima.nd for breaoh of privilege, ., 
M40 

Reproof. administering, 29, . 
RepubUca.u, an avowed, 86, 647 
ReqD.88t, .. preposterous, 335 
Bequoets, the four, 15 . 
cc Required •• or "desired P" 578 
U Reaiduum." the, 894 
U BeBigna.tiOD," Mr. Gladstone's, 371 

Walpole's, 113 
of Lord Cha.noelloron parliamJmt&rJ 

......... 63 
Reeouroes of civilisation, the, 427 
Bospeoted a.Dd feued. 91 
RespoDBibilitiea of British rule, the, 

868 
Beeponaibility, the Minister's, 384 
.. Rest a.nd be tbankfal," 288 
"Bestleu activity,.. .. defence of, 

286 
CI Restored" sight, 87 
"Beeurgam," S58 
Retaliation, 19' 
Retention of Bellota, long, 68 
Retort, .. 96, 151 
Retra.otatiOD, compelling a. 123 
"' Reuter IJ Bucceeding II Hansa.rd," 5GG 
Revolutionary fo~eB, 485 
ReynoldB, Sir Josbu&, 663 

and Burke, a OODversa.tion botween, 
169 

Rhetorio, cold, 50S 
"heedless," S31 
.. the country governed by," 332 

Rhetorio and foot, 479 
Ribbon CODSpimoy, the, SSS 
Riea.rdo, Mr., 513 
Rice, Mr. Spring, and the -reporters, 

S67 . 
Rioh eleoted Speaker, 13 
Bieha.rd II. a.bsenting himself fro. 

Parliament; 10 
holding Parliament in his hand, 11 
the deposition of,S 

"Riokety offspring;' 415 
Rigby, :Mr., 171, 576 
.. Right,u aaserting a, 239 
Right of inquiry into ministerial nego-

tiations, 155 
"Right sow by the ear," the, 228 
.. Right to be heard," the, 579 
Rights. equal, 279 
Riotous elections oa.noelled, 528 
Riota, the Manchester, 184, 196, 210 

the No Popery, 52 
Rising men, 146 
Rivals at peaoe, the, 1.59 
Robertson, Mr. W. T., 614 
"Robin,'" inquiring after, 118 
Robineon, Jolm, 171 

II Prosperity," 212 
Roche, Sir Boyle, 497 
Bookingha.m, the Marquis of, 145, 159 
Roebuck, John Arthur, 286, 322, 409 

an independent member, 411 
pa.triotism. v. pa.rty, 411 

Rola.nd for an Oliver, a, 87 
Roll, calling the, 575 
Bolle, Mr., 502 
U Rollia.d," the, 502 

quoted, 142. 499. S02 
Roma.n Catholio Relief Bill, the, 56 
Bomilly, Sir Samuel, 181,198, 200,515 
Romilly, Lord, on private bills and 

secret service money, 657 
"Root s.nd Branoh" men.. 216 
Rory O'More, 338 
Rosebery, Earl of, 66, 453, 454, 617 
Rothsohild, Ba.ron Lionel de. 586 

returned for tho City of London, 60 
Sir Nathaniel de, 61 

Botten boroughs, Administr&tioDS a.nd, 
514 

« Round Ta.ble JI Conferenoe, the, 455, 
462 . 

Royal grant stopped by the CommoDB, 
.. 45 

Royal interference, disputing, 18 
Royal speech, a.ttaok on &, 500 
Royal '!'itle. Bill, the, ,o8 

0. forecast of the, f)7 
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Rudyard, Sir Benja.min, 22, 640 
Rule, the responsibilities ofBritiah, 368 
Bulos, recent ohanges in Parlinmentaq. 

69 • 
Ralea under .. urgency," &0.,608, 629 

ClOmp&ra.ti.v8 fa.ilnre of the new, 608 
Rump, tho, , 
Bunimede, the Pa.rliament of, 8 
"Rupert of debate," the, 309 
Rupture between Burke and Fol:, the 

166 
Ruse, a.n election, 518 
Bush to dinner, tho, 611 

-.11. .... 11, Lora Jolm (Eo.rl), 276, 289, 
290, 430, 654,1156 

quoted, 110,11-'. 123, 1840, 135, 1'16, 
242, 812, 318,- 518, 568 

hie perseverance as a Reformer, 276 
II dropping" his oolleagues, 282 
his judgment on himself, 288 

1I. .... n AdmiDietration, overthrow of 
tho, in 1852, 290 

BUlse11, Lord William, 9" 
Buasia., II crumbling," 386 

S. 
Sabba.th ob8en'ance,500 
'Saorifi.ce, &, S49 
Sa.fety, national. and ita coat, 2415 
Safety and quietude for members, 9 
at. Alban'. DisIranobis.ment Bill, the, 

519 
St. Morga .. t'. Ch""ch, tile H .... of 

CommoD.8 at, 609 
St. Stephen's, the "black hole" 01,219 
Sal. of borough .. 518 

depreoia.ted value, 515 
proprieta.ry rights, 513 

Salisbury, the Mo.rquis of, ~ 420 
a tribute from :Mr. Gladatone,428 

SalomoDl, Alderman, returned foZ' 
Greenwich, 60 

U Sanctimonious eloquence.u S25 
,. Sanitaa swta.tom, omnia aanitaa, U 

838 
II 88,pOna.oeOUl,n 6" 
Sayinp, pithy, 295 
8caDd.to1lll BCGD88, as 
Soap.goat, the Hoase of Commona 

malting ., 11 
" Soa.rearow to the Houae.," .. 143 
Boene, the opening, 587 
SctU8IJ in the Hooae of OommOlll, 39, 

499,646,647 -
in the Houae of Lorda, M, 649, 6" 

- BcbliemllDD. Dr., 867 
II Sohoolmaster abroad," the,aU 
School of discipline, the HouBe of Com~ 

mons.., 867 
ClSoienti4o frontier," .., 3~ 

soOt aud lot, 511 
Sootoh judgee ••• Iudod fzom tile C0m-

mons, 653 
Sootland, th.legWative1lDion with, 46 
Soott, Sir Walter, quoted, 46,159 
Scottish Parliaments,' 7 
Scottish pa.triot on the union, ., 47 
"Scoundrels," the H01188 of CommOlll 

spoken of as, S08 
Scrutiny, the Westminster, 1M, 155 \ 
Seal, the Great, stolen, 142 

a. disputed, 244 
Seal, whitebait and, 200 
Be.1 fiohing, 240 
Soat, ..... tion of a, 609 
Seat for eighteenpen08, .., 49'1 
Seats, dear, 515 

depreoia.ted value in, &15 
long l'etention of, 68 

Seats in the Hooas, l8ouring, 585 
Secession of members from the Com

D1OD8,14.625 
the charge of party aeceasion., MS 

Second Chamber, defence of a, 488 
Seoret, in the, 135 
Secret semoe money to members, 61)7 
Seoretaries of State, list of, 683 
Beeins'too much, 214 
Selborne, the Ea.rl of, 4S2 
Selden quoted, S8, 505, 541 
Selwyu, George, 166, 668 
n Senate of Lilliput, .. the. 562 
BepteDJUa1 Bill, th., 47 
Serva.uta, proteoticm of, 541 

allowed to Iapee, 542 
Servioe of members oompulsory, 601 
Session, proposed alteration of the, 

619 
Setting bil!l house in order, 40 
Sewage, ". policy of," 83 .. 
Se7Dlour, Hr. Edward, refused aa 

Speaker, 41 
Seymour, Sir Edward, 456, 472 
Shabb7 peers, 61S 
"Sh&dowing .. by the polioe, 'PI 
Shaftel!lbury, the first Ea.rl of, 90,98 

the third, 658 . 
the seventh, 29'1, 828, 868 

Shakeepeartt, • lengthy quotation from. 
809 

Sheep in wolf's olothing, .. 186 
Sheil, Bioha,rd Lalor, 196, 974 

, and Althorp, S27 
and Poel, S61 

Shelburne, the Earl of, 145, 50s 
Sherbroote, Lord [1188 U Lowe "] 
Sherida.n, Riohard. Brio,ley, 170 

bill iret .peeoh, 170 
his .peeoh on the impeachment of 

Butinp,l7S 
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Sheridtm (contmued), his wit and its 

elaboration, 174 
"..;m"g temptation, 174 
and Canning, 217 

Sheriff, tricked by the. 508 
Sheri« aaaaulted for delaying & writ. 

a, 50S 
Shippen, William, and Walpole, 111 
"Shook of oollision u between the 

& .. ..,th .. 260 
" Shooting off" oolleagues, 438 
~'Shooting the policema.u," 288 
Shopkeeper, the eon of a, 185 
Shoreham, the "ChriBtia.ns" of, SIS 
Short Parliament, the, 6 
Shortest Parliament, tOe,S 
Short sittings aud good deba.tes, 58' 
Short temper and long sword. 652 
"Shoulder to shoulder," 473 
Shunammite W01l18.D, the, 8941 
" Shuttleooek" of Reform, the, 406 
Sibthorp, Colonel, 500 
Sid ... ~.576 

taking opposite. 576 
Sidmouth, Lord, 185 

and Wilberforce, 180 
~dn~,AJgernon,90. 94 
Sight" restored." 87 
Signal, waiting for Pitt's, 194 

, Sign-manual wa.uted, the, 108 
Silence "impudent," 132 

suooessful. 102 
Silent members, 660 
Silent, th .. a.nd the .loquent, lOS 
Simile. a, 180 
Simplicity, "tremendoU8:'~6 
Sindba.d, & modern, 391 
Sin.oure, Burke .eeking a, 169 
Sine quA. DOD, &, 215 
n Siragle-speech Hamiltou," 497 
"Singula.rly correot," 61~ 
Sitting, a. long, in the la.st oentDr7. 603 

the longest recorded, 6041 • 
Sittings, prolonged, 60S 

abort a.nd good deba.tes, 584i 
Sla.ve, "I will Dever die a.," 200 
SIa.ve abolition, 225 
Sla.ve tre.de, the, 179 

slave tmde motions, 179 
Pitt a.nd tho, 179 
Pa.lme1'8ton a.nd the, 291 

Sleep by Aot of Parliament, 6S6 
., Sleeping beauty," the, 405 
Sleeping through the centuries, ISS 
U Sliding aoale." the. 852 
Slip, a., 309 
Slitting &. member's nOlie, 41 
Slow perception, 665 
Small a.nd noisy, the, 168 
•• Small.JournaJ. Wyrm." 241, 500 

Sm.lling bottle for .. parliamenlarF 
s.ntagonist, a, 1141 

Smith, Sydney, speeoh..ol,.t Ta.untoD, 
59 

S.uth, William H.II1'1. 486 
Smoking .in ParrUa.ment, 611 
"Smouldering emotions," sa' 
Snakes, parties moved like, 117 
Sooi,alistio ideas, the Libem1 poriy 

and, 459 
Soil, a f.rtil .. 475 
Solomon, the judgment of, M4r 
SOm .... Lord, 47. 98 
South~ vaoa.ting hie sea.t, 664 
South Sea. bubble, the, 48 
Sovereign, oommumcation of pa.rw.. 

m~nta.ry proceedings to the, 5641 
presence of the, in the earl,- Parl.i&

menta, 569 
at d.bate, 87 

Sovereign mimicking his Ministe ... a, 
948 

Sovereign peopl .. th •• 157 
"Sovereign power," 74 
Sovereign's name in deba.te, intro

ducing the, 4.08 
Sovereigns, dea.th of foreign, not men.. 

tioned in Parlia.m.ent, 222 
Sovereigns a.nd sta.tesmen, "the world 

governed by," 341 
Sparks, oocasional, 279 
Spea.k:er of the Commons, the 571 

of the LordB. 5n 
Spea.ker, &Pproba.tion of, refused by 

the,41 . 
d.preoeting the pooitiou, 57S 
a oourtier oensured by the, 48 
& distu:rba.noe quelled by the, 6'6 
a sitting terminated by the, 604 . 
1m ex.Spea.ker defending himself at 

the ba.r. 622 
& fo.ithful Speaker punished, 10' 
& Spea.ker llouting the King, 49 
pra.ye1'8 by the, 571 
& qua.rrel with the, 588 
royal rewa.rds to the, 12, 5'14. 
seeing the, 635 
a. squinting. 583 
&. sympathetio, 573 
ta.king pa.rt in debate, 50 
right of the, to vote, 572 

Spea.ker, an &.gent of corruption, the,43 
vote of censure on the. 44. j • prO-

posed.57S 
Speaker a.nd pa.rty relatiotllJ, the, 57. 
Rpeaker, the Deputy, 572 
Speaker's a.ddresa on eleotion, an ea.rq, 

10 . 
Sp.ak .... lament, a, 609 
Speak .... 1isto, 584 
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Speaker's. warrant, support. of the, 214 
Speak"", of the Hou .. of Commons, 

lists of the, 678, 681 
afterwariIB Prim. Ministers, 574 

Speaker. an Clinepired," 14.8; & poweJ:
lui, 115; a nggeative, 498 

./!peeJting, e1feotiv., 196 
muoh,. 488 -

. rates of speed in parliamenta.rj', 566 
Speaking against • member, M6 
U Speotre.IJ the Irish, 496 
Speeoh to Pa.rlilUDent, the opening. 569 

Queen Victoria's first, 570 
a Kmg'. reacI under dUliaultiee, 570 
U nothing in II the royal, 570 
strong terms ,.,.peotiug .. 125 

·Speech. a borrowed, 216 
bUl'Dt by order of the Commons. 23 
emphasising .. 568 
Go first and last, 658 
a forcible !rat, M 
an impulsive, SSS 
an irrepreasible, 232 
a long, out short, 659 
a minute gun. 121 
a newspaper, 137 
a pa.renthetioaJ, 195 
.. pithy, 77 
a possibly good, 660 
a syllogistio, 200 
a speech by requ .. t, 295 
a "telescopio," 365 
a touching, 365 
h"erty of, S30 
"the privilege 01:' 446 _ 

Speeohes from. the throne, "cent. 570, 
571 

Speeches, limitation of, 660 
long, introduoed by the elder Pitt, 

12S 
good, 118ft!' without eBeot, 169 
reading,SSO 
oomplaint. 01 outdoor, US 

Spirituu Peel'fl, the, 163 
Splitde.-n. Dr .. 206 
Spoiling nature, 185 
u Spoke ona8," 198 
Sport, II biatorioaJ.1y Jl&tional," 810 
Sptll'ring the OommoDBt Charles I., 24 
Spun, wearing of, in the Houae, 61S 
II Squeak." Bubble and, sao 
stability 'aD. element of, 18S 
Stamp Aot, the, 129 
Stanhope 1Iiniatr7. the, and the limita.

tion of the peerage, 107 
Stanley. Brougham and. S40 

and O'CoDnell, 808 
Star, the bright partioulM, 168 
State, the lupreme power in the, 408 
State.mlttD. what is a' 8SS 

S_ ... a hlnt to, 104 
at play. 151 
.. new crop of, 311 
.. school for, 354 

cc Statu, .. getting .. 324 
II Sta.to.te books in dogs' ears," 129 
Steele, Sir Rioha.rd, 102 
SteerinJr straight, 464 
Stewardship of the Chiltem HuudroiIB, 

609 
refueed, 609 

Sting, taking out the, 219 
"Stockdale v. Hansard," the case of. 

547 . 
Stoneavoting,Sts 
"stop~gap" 1Iiniatr7. the, 4-S9 
Storm. allaying, ... 81 ~ 

oalmiug the, 364 
raising .. 807 

.. 8tonDy petrel of dehate," the, 41S 
Story, giving the House .. 80a 

.. handicapping .. 417 
Stowell, Lord, 636 
Stratford, the Earl of, 28, 29, 82, 612, 

659 , 
the impeachment of, 27 
his attainder, 4S 
his defenoe, 8S 

Stmin, • fayourite, 436 
Stranger counted in a. division, .. 555 
Strangers, uolusion 01', 550 
Strange .. ' gaUer)', 555 

Burke in the, 159 
Garrick bidiDg himself in the, SSt 
a.pplause in the, 556 

Strategy, electioneering, in 1685, 507 
Strawberry fete at the House of Com. .. 

mODB, a, 868 
Strenuous Parliament, a, 2t 
S-.,S2 
Strong 1anguage, 188, 681 
Style ... II state-paper." ISO 

.& military. 253 
unparliamentary, ISS 

Subject" under inv88'tio .... tioo, .... 38S 
II Subsoription Ministries," 8M 
Subaoripticma. to .... ....tinge, &0., 

. SOlI 
Subsidy, a pious. 18 
Subterfuge, ... 42 
SUOO88l in Parliam811t, lIecret of, lSI 
Suft'eranoe, Ilinistr,y upon. 32~ 
8uft'rage, hOUllehold, ~d education, 844 

UDiversal,505 
Sugar f.tal to Govemmenta, ISS 

"who willla.ugh atP" US 
Sugd ... Sir Edwvd, 239 
Suicidal, "mutually," S09 
Suicidal Parliament, .. aD.d .. auioidal 

King,11 
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Summons to Parlia.ment, the writ of, " 
neglect of the King's., 8 

Sunda.y sittings of the Houses, 69401 6~5 
Sunda.y Observanoe Bills, 684 
Sunderland, Lozd, and Sir B. Wolpoie, 

108 
Supply, a. Blender, 12 
Supporter ... chea.p, 656 

a gra.teinl, 111 
Survival, a happy, 94 
8o.spemD.on for obstruotion, &0., 82'1, 

628,681 
for unseemly la.ngnage, 631 

Swearing Boll Iriah eleotor, 537 
Swea.ring the peace against a member, 

653 
Swords forbidden, 612 
Syllogism, .. 77 
Syracuse, the old woman of, 187 

Theatre, the House of Commons and, 
the, 636 

M Thief in the uight." a, 959 
Thompson, Col., and the exolusion ot. 

otrauge.., 552 
trbing in a wrong place, a, 290 
Things taken for granted, 183 
Thorpe, case of Speaker, 12 
Threat, a., 6SS 

a terrible, 660 
"Three.-ways,u the, S85 
'I Three~cornered" oonstituencies, 529' 
Three~deoker, a, 285 
Throne, taking possession of tho,. 

558 . 
cc Thumb-screws and other inatro.. 

menta .. SSG 
Thunder, ~g the, 24.i 
Tbul'low, Lord, 141 

a.baahed,l42 
T. his gush of loya1ty, 142 

Tact, HOUSB of Commons, 100 and Shelburne, 14.5 
To.il and the dog, the, 463, 4641 and Wedderburne, 140 
Tailors and turnooahl, 202 Tibetot, Sir John, 19 
II Take down his words," 197 Tide of democmay, the. SIS 
Ta.king things ooolly, 186 Tierney, George, 166, 118. 209, 382 
T&lbot, Mr. C., 68 Ties in the House of Lords" 617 
Talent in the Lords, 28S Timid oouuels, 21 
"Talents .. All the 157 Titles and trappings, 120 
Talka.tiv~ member,' a., 660 "Toil not," &a., 471 
T .. ll membm:s, 61S Toler and POhsOnby, 652 
"Tampering" with the House of Com_ Too muoh of a. good thing, 634 

mons,404 Tooke, John Horne, 205 
Tap, letting 10088 the, 509 Top.boots, to court in, 612 
Ta.pestry, Chatha.m and the, 124, 551 the ,last wearer of. in the House, 61$ 

- "Ta.tler." the, 102 "Tory" and" Whig," origin of th& 
Ttu:a.tion, ignorant impa.tience of, 188 terms, 42 

untimely relief from, 178' Tory .. Burdett • high, 210 
" Te&-kettle preoedents, .. 318 Toryism, views of, 332 
"Team ... a:fresh. 312 c< Tory democra.oy," 486 
U Tea...room Party," the. 8S II Tottenham m his boots," 612 
"Tear 'em," 409 II Tottol of the whole:' the, 216 
Toa.ra. the House in, 25 • Tower, oommittaJa to the, '" 
Telegraphy, a parliament.ary appUoa- Walpole's, 106 ' 

tion of, 66'1 Lord Mayor Orosby Bent to the, 49 
Temper in the House of Commons, 368 aldermen oommitted to the, 563 

even,_111 Townshend, Charles, 121. 138 
Temple Ba.r,. Pa.rlia.ment from, 39S Towmhend Lord, and Sir R. Wa.lpole, 
Ten for one, counting, 40 qua.rrel between, 112 
<I Ten Minutea' Bill," the, 63 Tracking the Minister, 215 
c, Tender pauion" m Reform, the, 480 Tra.ftio in Irish borougbs, 24'1, 
Tenterden'e1a.st speech, Lord, 68 Tngedy or comedy P 145 
Terrier, the Scotch, 890 .. Tra.nsitory impressions, 183 
Terror a.dded to dea.th, ., 238 Translation, &, 150 
II Thank God there is the House of Transplanted too late, 195 

Lords I" 332 Tra.nevaaJ, :Ministers and the, 431 
Thanks of Parliament to Schomberg Treaaoll&ble proceedings, 236 

and Wellington, 628 Treasury bench, influence of the, ~81 
to General Fn.irfa.x, 624 Trea.tiea of pea.oe. 184 
to Admiral Gardinor, 62.& Trevor, Spea.ker, 43, 44, 583 



'll6 .llNEODOTAL HI8TORY 0' P .llRLI.llMBN7'. 

-'Tnoute, &, from an opponent, 345 
Mr. Gladstone'. to Lord Beaoons-

field, 876 . 
., Triaket'7. truh," &0., 501 
TrieDDiaJ Parliaments. lOS, 295, 669 
It Trimmef,u the, 98 
"rrWiy CoUege, DubliD, the andenlo 

of, 192 
Triumph, a. Conserva.tive, 420 
Troublesome elector, &D8weriDg a, 29' 
II True in the abrma.ct," 385 
'Tarf, devotiOll to the, M7 

the II blue ribbon of the ., S48 
II Turk upon the ahouldera,~' a, 891 
Tumooata, tailora and, SOS 

. T...,;"g pomt, .. 320 • 
., Taming _ their baob upon them. 

.elvea," 187 
Tumapit. member of Pa.rliameJIt, .. 

168 
Tutor to Queen Victoria,apolit.ioal, SSB 
., Twicetold tale," ... 659 
Two made one, 166 
'Two-Bided Chamber, moonTeDienoeB 01 

.. 446 
orwowords, 6aO 
Types in the House of CommoD8, 671 
'Tyranny, a. forty day.', 141 
'TyrannJ of minorities, &0.) 865 

U. 
4' Ugly l'UBh,1J an, 501 
Umbrella, «UDder the same."' .f.M 
Umbrella. 0&88. the, 54' 
UnaootLStomed aharaoter, an, 410 

. II Unadorned eloquenoe," 386 
Unanimity, ministerial, SSI 
l1noonoilia.tory lD8mler, an, 260 
Undebatable subject, an, 5123 
It Undertaker .... the. 6 
United StateR. an idea from the. 408 
United States' Government, the. 281 
Union and heart union, .oM3 
UDiou with I,elaud, tho legislat.i ... 58, 

B19, 808, 869 
Union with Sootbmd, thelegWative, 46 

a Scottish pa.triot on the, 47 
Unlea.med Parliament., tho. 5 
<t. Unmussled," 857 
Unparliamentary warda, 682 
Unreported Parlia.meD~ the, 551 
Unrequited aervioe. 216 
Untried men, the lrliDiItrJ of, 3M 
"'UDWhig," 141 
Unwigging .. member, 498 
.. , UpaI! tree," the. 861, 368 
ll'rgeD07, Mr. Gla.datone'. Hsolution 

on, 87',628 
ltIr. Speaker Brand'. DOW rules 

under. 698 

n Urgeuoy" refused, 680 
Usa.ge, an ancient. set aside, 619 
Usagee, 60., Parliamentary, 569 

V. 
" Vc.17icHa 1" 246 
Voledictiou, the MiDiater ... BM 
Va.ue, Sir Heury, 91 
Varieties, 625 to 673 
Verbosity, .. exuberant, .. 840 
Vemious, the ri .... 488 
Veto, lfr. Bright on the right of, 400 
VioiiorJ, • notable, 487 
Vie". and proepeata. Na 
Ie Vill.ain," 645, 649, 650 
Villi .... Mr. ChMl .. Pelham, 501 
"Vipera," the, 87 
V'urim &om the m ....... 517 
Vituperation, 289 
Vooabul.a.ry, airing., 195 
Voice, a hanh, 274 

• powerful, 4U 
Voice overrides the vote, 618 
Voices of the dead, SS9 
Volatility, MO 
Volc&l1088, the II exhausted,u 8U 
Vote, repenting of ... 180 

the voioe overrides the, 616 
Vote by prosy in the Lords', 615 
Votes, prioe of, 516 
Votes polled, the largest Dumberof, 517" 
Volom oaged, 588 

the fat and the 1_ 509 
Vote':8 in boroughs and OOUDties, 52'1 

illiterate, 528 
Voting in the Bouse. Bradla.ugh's, 

594 
Vow, .. 58 
VuJsv 1!mgeage in high plaoae, 887 

W. 
Wages, payment; o!, to members, 9, 

87,585 
.. member iuing for his, 9 

Waiting to OODqner, 557 
Wales, Home Rule for. 365 
WaJI, I:nookmg heads against .. 174 

the hole in the. 521 
W.Uer in Pa.rlia.ment at aeventeen, 20 
Wolpole, Sir Bobed, los, 106, B28, 6lS, 
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