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tatives of that movement of contemporary opinion to which 
Huxley gave the name of the New Reformation. Within 
the last ten years he has acquired an influence over modern 
Continental culture equalled by no philosopher since Hegel. 
His works have created an independent school of thought; 
and in Germany, Austria, Holland, France and Scandinavia 
a whole literature has sprung into existence bearing directly 
upon his work. Although his adversaries are as many in 
number as his followers, his significance has been recog­
nised by the institution of courses of lectures on his philo­
sophy at various German universities. Though treating the 
same problems of "modern civilisation as Spencer, Stephen, 
Huxley, 'Vallace, Williams, Morison and Balfour in Great 
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Britain, he starts from a different point of view, and arrives 
at very different conclusions, which, should they prove final, 
will overthrow many pillars of modern thought, more es­
pecially of modern ethics. His endeavours to bring about 
a perfect concord between our moral convictions and feelings 
and our knowledge of the world lead him to a severe criticism 
of the former. In the course of this criticism he re-discovers 
a morality, the cultivation of which has been neglected by 
the Germanic nations for about twelve hundred years; he 
calls it master-morality, and shows it to be synonymous with 
that taught by the modern doctrine of evolution. 

While engaged upon his great work on the Transvaluation 
of all Values, he was surprised by an insidious disease which 
hopelessly disabled him from completing the task of his life. 
An aristocratic philosopher in the midst of our democratic 
age; a master of aphorism such as Europe has not known 
since La Rochefoucauld, and yet 'a systematic philosopher 
and popular writer of the first rank; a literary warrior and 
artist; a dreamer absorbed in thought, and yet the herald 
of the gospel of health and the joy of life; mortally hostile 
to the Neo-christianity of Tolstol, socialism and eudremonistic 
utilitarianism, and yet pointing to a higher stage of humanity 
-he expresses his thoughts in manifold forms, from the epic 
prose poem, after the fashion of the Tripitaka, to lyrical song, . 
learned treatise, and the collection of aphorisms and apoph­
thegms. Running directly counter to most of the ideas and 
feelings which pervade British philosophy, fiction and perio­
dical literature, and yet closely akin to the British national 
character in its moral conception of superiority; an ethical 
genius of immense vigour, and a strong personality, on whose 
generous character full light is thrown by his struggles with 
rationalism, pessimism in philosophy and music, clericalism 
and moralism, and yet one who penetrates with rare sagacity 
into the most intimate affairs of the time, exposing its pudellrs 
with pungent wit; a philosopher of profound learning and a 
poet of ravis.hing lyrical power; he stands a unique figure 
in the arena of modern thought. 

The questions he has raised are the problems of our time 
imperiously demanding solution. It is no longer possible to 
neglect and avoid them; it is preferable to look them straight 
in the face, and to accept as the foundation of all our oper­
ations those new factors which, as Nietzsche shows, have 
now become inevitable. Perhaps the wide outlook into the 
future of mankind which he has opened up may help to lead 
the race to its final goal. 
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inspiration to Basile's work. 

The "Pentamerone," translated direct from the original by the late 
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for which Sir Richard Burton is justly celebrated; so that the 
book may claim to rank as a rare and precious contribution to 
the world's literature. 
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