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Preface

In this book I have endeavoured to give some account of the
physical and social characteristics of Egypt, and to exhibit these
characteristics in connection with the work of political reorganiza-
tion and industrial development which is now in progress. The
sketches and the information which I have ventured to present
to the reader are the fruits of a visit, undertaken for the purpose,
during the winter of 1898-go9.

In sending this work to the press, I desire to express my
thanks to all the many friends who were kind enough to place
their information at-my disposal, or to assist me in acquiring
such information by personal observation. To the following I am
especially indebted: Sir Rennell Rodd, CB. K.C.M.G., First
Secretary of Legation; H. E. Yacoub Artin Pasha, Under-Secre-
tary of State for' Education ;' Mr, F. T. Rowlatt, Sub-Governor of
the National Bank of Egypt; Mr. W. C. Mackenzie, D.Sc., Direc-
tor of the School of Agriculture; Coles Pasha, Director-General
of Prisons; Mr. Edmund Carver, Chairman of the Egyptian Sugar
and Land Co.; Mr. W. O. Joseph, Managing Director of the
Faytm Light Railway Co.; Mr. A. V. Houghton, Headmaster
of the Khedivieh School and Principal of the Training College;
Sir Elwin Palmer, K.C.B, K.CM.G., late Financial Adviser,
and Governor of the National Bank of Egypt; Hassan Oassif
Bey, Mudir of the Fayiun; Mr. Reginald Henriques, Secretary
(Cairo) to the British Chamber of Commerce; Sir Reginald
Wingate, R.A., K.CB, &ec., Director of Military Intelligence,
Egyptian Army.
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I wish, however, to add that, although I have in no case
intentionally misrepresented the views of any of these gentlemen,
I am myself solely responsible for the statements or opinions
which appear in the book.

The use which I have made both of the admirable reports
which are forwarded from time to time by the British Agent to
the Foreign Office, and of the official publications of the Egyptian
Government, will, I hope, be found to be duly acknowledged in
the text.

In the spelling of the modern Egyptian names and words
I have, in general, endeavoured to mark the special value of
the vowel sounds by the use of the circumflex accent. But,
while I have retained this accent in the descriptive chapters,
I have omitted to place it on Arabic words which have become
practically anglicized by their frequent occurrence in the English
reports, when such words—e.g., kuttab and mudir—have constantly
recurred in the political chapters.

In conclusion, I desire to record my indebtedness to Mr.
F. T. Rowlatt for his kindness in reading over the proof-sheets
of the chapters in which financial and industrial matters are
discussed, and for the valuable suggestions by which I have thus
benefited.

I also desire to express my thanks to Mrs. Kay, of the
Quarter House, Denny, N.B,, for her kindness in. permitting me
to include two of her photographs—placed respectively.at pages
226 and 312-—among those of my own, which have been used in
illustrating the book.

W. B. W,
2 Pump Court, TEMPLE, E.C.,
August 1899,
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