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PREFACE.

Tuis is an old story retold. © Mr. Gough has writ-
ten and spoken so voluminously and charmingly of his
life, and his career was run so continuously under the
public eye that it is well nigh impossible to jot down
new facts. Nor is there need of it. His experiences
are so full of moral warning in his fall, and of moral
inspiration in his recovery, that they will be profit-
ably rehearsed for generations. All that any indi-
vidual biographer can hope to do is to group the
ascertained facts in a new setting. In the perform-
ance of this task the writer has made free use of the
existing material, and here confesses his special in-
debtedness to Mr. Gough's own records. .When other
and related topics have called for treatment, other
and related books have been used. v

Although of English birth, we have appropriated
Mr. Gough as an American reformer. He was an
American citizen. His home was here. He voted
here. His public career began and ended here. And
his Americanism was of the most pronounced and
lofty type.

John B. Gough was a man of the people—an in-
-spired mechanic. He began life at the freezing
point of the human thermometer. At the age of
_eighteen he fell below zero. Seven or eight years
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later he rose to summer heat, and produced the flow-
ers and fruits of summer. .He maintained this heat
and fertility through forty-three years, and died at
sixty-nine degrees Fahrenheit. Such a life is in-
structive in all its phases. It carries inspiration to
the poor and miserable and blind and naked.

Mr. Gough’s career as a reformer was based upon
bis personal experience. In pleading with men and
for men he obeyed Sir Philip Sydney's recipe for
poetry, “Look into thine own heart, and write.” His
utterances. were realistic because e had realized
them. He touched others to smiles or tears, because
he was familiar with the grotesqueness of the evil
against which he inveighed, with the maudlin laugh-
ter, and the delirium tremens of the drunkard.

To this fundamental knowledge of his theme he
joined rare powers of speech. 'Tis difficult to classify
him as a public speaker. He was suf generis. God
made him, and broke the die, He was a whole vari-
ety troupe in one little form. In the course of an
address he enacted a dozen parts, with such fidelity
that the last seemed the best. He told a story now
in the Irish brogue, now in broken German, now in
the Yorkshire dialect, and the hall was convulsed
with laughter. - He made an appeal, and the people
were intensely stirred. His voice sank into pathos,
and the storm broke in a rain of tears. He turned
upon an interrupter, and his repartee blazed and
burned like a flash of powder. He had that wonder-
ful power which we call magnetism. He used the
language of the people. He spoke all over, eyes as
well as hands, face as well as lips, even his coat-tails,
And his earnestness made him the unconscious hero
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of his own cause. Mr. Gough on the platform was
an histrionic exhibition of a superlative type.

His voice was not particularly sweet, but it pos-
sessed incredible power, and ran the gamut of thought
and feeling,

* From grave to gay, from lively to severe.”

In llstemng to him one recalled Bulwer’s description
of O’Connell’s voice:

* Beneath his feet the human ocean lay
And wave on wave rolled into space away.
Methought no clarion could have sent its sound
Even to the center of the hosts around ;
And, as I thought, rose the sonorous swell,
As from some church-tower swings the silvery bell.
Aloft and clear, from airy tide to tide
It glided, easy as a bird may glide.

- Even to the verge of that vast audience sent,
It played with each wild passion as it went:
Now stirred the uproar, now the murmur stilled,
And sobs and laughter answered as it willed.”

Is it any wonder, after all, that such a man, thus
variously gifted, and with something to say worth
hearing, should have held audiences breathless on
both sides of the Atlantic for nearly half a century,
with no diminution of his power whether to draw or
to inspire ?

But Mr. Gough had other strengths besides hlS
gifts. “Thereis no eloquence,” said Emerson, “ with-
out a man behind it.” He put an honest character
behind his words. You believed in the man. It was
not a mere exhibition that he gave. In the midst of
his wildest utterances he maintained his balance, A

:
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robust common sense was - always dominant. And
there was a high moral purpose that digniﬁed his very
mimicry. -

As a temperance leadcr Mr. Gough has not been
and will not be outgrown. He grasped the reform he
‘advocated as Atlas did the globe. And he put it upon
the indestructible basis of moral suasion, personal
piety, and prohibitive law. )

Have we gotten, can we get, beyond his ideal ?

Two women were this reformer’s guardian angels.
First, his mother ; when he lost her he lost himself.
Next, Mary Gough; when he found her he found
himself.

'Tis the purpose of the followmg pages to show how
God made him; how drink unmade him; and how
sobriety and a moral motive remade him.

CaRrLOS MARTYN.
CHICAGO, 1893.
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board, 36; pins Scripture texts and references on John’s
clothing, 39; letters to her son, 41,42; goes to America, 46;
effect of hard times on, 48; death of, 49; burial in Potter’s
Field, 0. .

Gough, John, life as a soldier, 17; a Methodist, 18 ; stationed
at Sandgate, 21 ; drills son, 23, 24 ; (mentioned), 29; visits
son on shipboard, 36; emigrates to America, 127, 128; is
supported by his son until his death, 128,

Gough, John B, birth, 17; name, 18; teaches school, 19; early
traits, 19, 20; local haunts, 22; smuggling incident, 23;
playing soldier, 23, 24 ; love of fun, 24-26; goes to mill, 26;
meets with an accident, 26, 27; attends a fair, 27; early
duties, 28; earns money by reading, 28; leaves home for
America, 34; first view of London, 35; ship becalmed off
Sandgate, 36; sees parents and sister, 36; the voyage, 36;
makes new friends, 37; reaches America, 37; journey up the
Hudson, 38; Oneida county farm, 38; opinion of American
weather, 39; finds fresh proofs of his mother’s love and care,
39; letter to mother (quoted), 39, 40; leaves farm, 42; in
New York, 43: apprentice in bookbindery, 43, 44; first
boarding-place, 44; meets a ‘Good Samaritan, 45; bright-
prospects, 45 ; urges parents to emigrate, 45; housekeeping
with mother and sister, 46; hard times, 47; mother’s death,
49; his feelings, 49, 50; the pauper funeral, so; effect of
mother’s death on him, 50-52; in good company, §2; changes
lodgings, 55; sickness, §5; visits Qneida county farm, §5;
returns to New York, §5; becomes reckless, 56; accomplish-
ments, 56; begins to drink, 56; goes to Rhode Island, 57;
drinking habits, 58; acquaintance with actors, §8 ; becomes
one, §8; early views of theater, §8; effects of theater on him,
60; line of characters on stage, 60; leaves the stage, 61;
reminiscences of the stage (quoted), 61-63; a drunkard, 64;
goes to Newburyport, Mass., 64; ships on fishing-smack,
64 ; the storm, his account (quoted), 65-66; marriage, 66 ;
acquaintances cut him, 67; views on a drunkard’s pride
(quoted), 67, 68; out of work, 68; opens a bookbindery, 68;
bankruptcy, 69; joins minstrel company, 69; effect of drunk-
enness on his nature, 70; sends wife to sister at Providence,
R. 1,71 the spree, 71-72; delirium tremens, his description
of (quoted), 72-73; wife returns, 73; wandering, 74; goes to
Worcester, Mass., 74; death of wife and child, 74; works at
trade again, 74; drinks worse than ever, 74, 75; disturbs a
church service, 75 ; deliréum tremens again, 76 ; contemplates
suicide, 76; the touch on the shoulder, 79-83; signs the
pledge, 83; in hell, 83; effects of self-respect, 84; second
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speech on temperance, 85 ; humble beginnings as a speaker,
85-86; becomes a Washingtonian lecturer, 91 ; breaks his
pledge, 92—g4 ; re-signs the pledge, 93; sees the need of
religious principle, g4—95 ; at work again, 99 ; early fees, 100;
first speech in Boston, 100; arrested for debt, 1o1; “ tem-
perancing ” tours, 102; second marriage, 102; first speech in
New York City, 104; lectures at various points, 104, 105;
first view of Niagara Fails, and impressions of (quoted), 105;
. unites with the Church, 105; temperance demonstration in
Faneuil Hall, 105-106; apostrophe to water, 106; visits
Philadelphia, 107; stapleof his speeches at this time, gg-109;
early appearance and manner of speaking, I-1o-I11; writes
his autobiography, 109'; over-sensitive disposition, 110; vul-
nerable point, 110; story of the *“ drugged ” soda-water, 110~
114; serious illness, 112, 113; breaks with Washingtonian-
ism, 115: his criticisms of that movement (quoted), 116, 117 ;
views on prohibitive law (quoted), 117-118; his fees criti-
cised, 118; lack of self-esteem, 119; visits Virginia, 119;
description of slave auction, 119, 120; mock serenade in
Lynchburg, 120; speech there, 120-121; brain fever, 121;
speech to negroes in Richmond, 122; views of slavery, 123;
work among children, 123; summary of five years, 123—
124; mobbed in Faneuil hall, 124-125; timidity before -an
audience, 126, 127 ; his father arrives in America, 127, 128;
moves from Roxbury to Boston, 128 ; moves from Boston to
“ Hillside,” 128; “Hillside” described, 128 ; lecture habits,
128; visits Canada, 129-131; czlls upon two ladies, 129-121;
early traveling, 131; at Pittsburgh, Alleghany City. and
Cincinnati, 131; writing the pledge in albums, 132; at
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 132; laughable experience at Col-
burg, Canada, 133; effects of his advocacy, 134, 135;
invited to Great, Britain, 139; reluctance to go, 139, 140;
lands at Liverpool, 140; reaches London, 141 ; day of his
Englisl. début, 143; evening of début, 145; newspaper
account of début, 146-150; in Scotland, 152, 153 ; speaks at
Edinburgh, 153 ; féte in Surrey Gardens, 153 ; visits Sandgate,
154, 155; contract with London Temperance League for
two years' work, 156; work on and off the platform, 156, 157;
reference to labors (quoted), 157-158; an incident, 158, 159;
a rencontre at Glasgow, 159, 160; thinks the cause better
organized in Britain than in America, 161, 162; British
hospitality, 163; special work, 163; farewell féte, 164; re-
sult of first visit, 164, 165; at home, 169; first visit to the
Northwest, 169; opinion of Chicago, 170; prophesies the
future of the Northwest (quoted), 170; vacation, 171; signs
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contract for second British tour, 173, 174 ; remarks on Dow’s
visit to England, 174, 175; letter to G. C. Campbell on tem-
perance in the United States, 175; controversy stirred by
this letter, 175, 176; departure for Britain, 176; arrives in
England, 179; personal detraction, 179; speech in Queen
Street Hall, 180; in London, 181 ; rents apartments in Edin-
burgh, 181 ; begins English itinerary, 181, 182; lcarns of
a libelous letter, 182 ; name of libeler, 182, 183; brings suit
for libel, 184; feelings hurt by abuse, 184, 185; ‘resumes
work, 186; visits the continent, 186; opinion of Paris, 186,
187; first view of Mt. Blanc, 187, 188; opinion of sobriety
of wine-growing countries, 188, 189; anecdotes of travel,
189; back in England, 190; crosses to Ireland, 190; views
on the Irish question, 191, 192; remarks on famine in 1848,
193; in the streets of Dublinand Cork, 193, 194; views of
English morals and manners, 195, sg.; activity of good
women in England, 196, 197 ; characterizes English society,
197-206; condition of manufacturing districts, 199, 200;
condition of miners and agricultural laborers, 200, 201 ;
scene in Bedfordshire, 201; refers to condition of working
people in Scotland and Wales, 201, 202; describes Dr.
Guthrie, 202, 203; meets Dr. Arnot, 203 ; acquaintance with
other celebrities, 204; favorite resorts in London, 204 ; his
account of farewell speech in Exeter Hall, 205, 206 ; good-
bve to Britain, 206; record of work done, 206; spends
birthday at ** Hillside,” 209; various welcomes home, z09;
visits Joel Stratton on death bed, 210; speaks at his funeral,
211; provides for Stratton’s wife, 211; anecdote of travel,
211; his new departure in lecturing, 211; success of new
departure, 212; titles of lectures, 212, 213; contrasted with
other lecturers, 213; remarks of enemies on his new depar-
ture, 213; demand for services, 214 ; charged with growing
rich, 214; his table of average receipts for lectures, 215 ; his
comments on it (quoted), 215, 216; years of Civil War, 216;
his connection with, outlined by himself, 216, 117; “silver
wedding ” celebrated at “ Hillside,” 218, 219; valuable gifts,
219; revises and enlarges “Autobiography,” 222; remarks on
disputed authorship of first “Autobiography,” 222 ; distinction
-between speaking and writing, 222, 223; effects of liquor
traffic (quoted), 224, 225; his story of two clergymen, 225;
domestic ravages, 225-229; effect in crime, 229; shows the
effects inthree columns, 230; his question, 231 ; third British
tour, 235; enthusiastic reception, 235; his account of the
origin of the term “ tee-total "(quoted), 235, 236; describes
Westminster Abbey and neighborhood, 236, 237; revisits
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the Continent, 237, 238; first speech in Spurgeon’s Taber-
nacle, . 238, '239; finds temperance in fashion, 240, 241;
changed attitude of the Established Church, 240, 241 ; visits
“Seven Dials” (quoted), 241, 242; his estimate of Dr,
Joseph Parker, 243, 244; his estimate of Spurgeon, 244, 245 ;
his anecdote of the hornet, 246; in London streets, 247; re-
marks on London (quoted), 247, 248; “Vot's hup, cabby? ”
(quoted), 248; street boys and girls, 248, 249 ; interviews a
boy thief, 249; scene in Gray’s Inn lane, 250, 251; remarks
on costermongers, 252. 253; city missionaries and street
preachers, 254; his ideas of practical religion, 254, 2535;
speaks at “ Five "Dials,” 255} speaks in Hoxton Hall, 256,
257; returns home, 265; writes “ Sunlight and Shadow,”
265 ; prepares * Platform Echoes,” 266; leaves Republican
party for Prohibition party, 266, 267 ; letters in explana-
tion, 268, 269; his catholicity of spirit, 269; his tribute
to the homes where he had Dbeen entertained, 270; in-
timacy with Rev. Dr. Wm. M, Taylor, 270; and with the
Rev. Dr. Cuyler, 270-271; ever-increasing . hatred of the
drink, 272; his patience tried by palterers, 272—273; his phi-
losophy of temperance,.274; alcohol alien to life, 274276 ;
pathology of drunkenness, 276; alcoholic stages, 276-277;
his legend of the three choices, 277-278; sinfulness of drink-
ing, 278-279; views on relation of wine to civilization, 279~
280; his remedies for drunkenness, 280-281 ; total abstinence,
280-281; appeal to moderate drinkers, 281 ; value of religious
principles, 281-282; religion and appetite, 282; condemns
use of strong wine at communion, 282-283; comments on
controversy over Bible wines, 283; his basis of Christian
opposition to drinking, 283-284; .queer incidences of exegesis,
284; place of prohibitory law in temperance reform, 284285 ;
appreciation of cobperative agents and agencies, 286, 287;
tribute to the W. C. T. U. (quoted), 287; opinion of refuges
and homes, 287 ; his opinion of temperance restaurants, 287,
288; an optimist, 288; remarks on progress, 289, 290; his
mastery of the temperance cyclopadia, 290, 291; various
experiences with beggars, borrowers, and bores, 292~300;
adventures on the platform, 301, 302; methods of prepara-
tion, 303 ; use of illustration, 303 ; use of stories, 304; teaches
- himself to think, 304; change of method of preparation, 304 ;
lack of logic, 305, 306; value of vocal training, 306. 307 ; his
fear of an audience, 307, 308 ; self-possession, 308; power of
repartee, 309, 310; a cigar story, 310, 311 ; how tc embarrass a
speaker (quoted), 311 ; how to help one illustrated, 311, 312;
habit of selecting persons to'talk to, 312; lack of verbal
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memory, 313; some of his chairmen, 313, 314 ; statistics of
his professional life, 314, 315: stricken with apoplexy while
speaking in Philadelphia, 316; his death, 316; funeral at
« Hillside,” 317, 318; various memorial serviges, 318; final
estimate, 318-326. R

Gough, Mrs. Mary, Sketch of, 102; marries John B., 102—
103; first home in Roxbury. 103; joins Mt. Vernon Church,
Boston, 10§; residence at " Hillside,” 128; goes with her hus-
band to Cincinnati, 131; accompanies him to Great Britain,
141 ; second English visit, 176; visits the continent, 186;
views skulls at Cologne, 189; death of two brothers, 209;
her husband’s traveling companion, 21§; adopts family of
younger brother, 218; letter of thanks to Silver-Wedding
Committee, 220, 221; goes with husband to Britain in 1878,
235:- a true helpmeet, 323; death, 323 (note).

Gough, Miss, sister of John’B., 19; (mentioned), 36; emigrates
to America, 46; out of work, 47 ; announces mother’s death
to John, 49; changes lodgings, and gets work, §5; married,
and sends for her brother’s wife, 71, 218: prosperity, 218,

Gould, The Rev. Dr. George, 171, 176,

Grant, Deacon Moses, 61, 100, 101, 103, 124-127, 140, 151,

Guthrie, The Rev. Dr, Thos., 153, 202, 203, 237.

Hall, The Rev. Dr. John, 190. -
Hall, The Rev. Dr. Newman (quoted), 145, 203.
Harrison, Smith, 141, 153.

Harvey (mentioned), 21.

Hawkins, J. H. W, g1.

Henry VIIL (mentioned), 21, 22.

Herodotus, 86.

Hogarth, the painter, 87.

Ireland, 194.
Irish, The, characterized, 192.
I, Chinese inventor of distillation, 87.

Johnson, Dr. Samuel, 51, 96, 301.

Katherine of Aragon (mentioned), 22.
Kelly, Sir Fitzroy, 240.
King, The Rev. Dr. Starr, 213.

Lamb, Chas., 247, 271.

Lawson, Wm,, M. P., 240.
Lees, F. R., 182-18s.
Liberator, The (mentioned), go,
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Lincoln, Abraham, 33.

Liquor traffic, 267, 268.

Livermore, Mrs, Mary A, 267.

London, City of, 152, 180, 247, 248.

‘London city missionaries and street preachers, 254
London Temperance League, 140, 142, 174.
Lyceum, The, 212,

Macaulay, 324. '

Mania a potu, the drunkard’s liturgy, 225.
Marshall, The Hon. Thos., 116, 117.
Mason, ]eremlah 319.
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Mississippi, Early prohibitory status of, go.
Monica, mother of St. Augustine, 319.
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National and Scottish Temperance League, The, 174, 235.
New York City, 152,
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Parker, The Rev. Dr. Joseph, 243, 244, 246.
Pathology of drunkenness, Wilson's, 276. .
Philanthropist, The National, first temperance newspaper,

Ph%llips. Wendell (quoted), 89, 100, 211, 213, 247, 267, 325.

Pierce, Franklin, 102,

Pitt, The younger, 323.

Plato (quoted), 86.

Pledge, the temperance, Philosophy of, 161-162.

Poverty, characterized, 28—29.

Prohibition, Lawfulness of, 285—286 dependence upon public
sentiment, 135, 287.

Prohibition party, 266, 267.

Quincy, Josiah, 100,

Reed, Sir Charles, 238.

Republican party, 267.
"Richardson, Dr., 240, 274, 276 277.
Rum, Footplmts of, 224-231.,
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Sandgate (mentioned), 17; sketch of, 21 ; occupation of inhabi-
tants, 23.

Sandgate, Castle of, 21, 22.

Scottish, The, Temperance League, 174.

Seward, Wm. H., 324.

Seymour, Katherine (mentioned), 22,

Shaltesbury, ‘The Earl of, 161, 204.

Shakespeare, 324.

Sheridan, Richard Brinsley, 324.

Smith, The Rev, Matthew Hale, o1.

Smollet, the historian (quoted), 86, 87.

Spurgeon, The Rev. C. H., 243-246.

St. John, John P., 267.

Stanley, Dean Arthur P., 237, 255.

Stanley, The Hon. Maude, 255.

Stratton, Joel, 79-82, 210, 211.

Sumner, Chas., 214, 324.

Tacitus (quoted), 86. )

Tallyrand, At of, 323.

Taylor, The Rev. Dr. Wm. M,, 270, 317. h
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Xenophon (quoted), 86,



