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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE STRUGGLE FOB THE ClIABTERS. 

168. Outline of the period.-169. Sketch of the political history of 1215 
and 1216.-170. Administration of William Marshall.-171. Joint ad· 
ministration of Peter des Roches and Hubert de Burgh, I219-lu7.-172. 
AdIninistration ofHubert,lu7-I232.-173. Hisdownfall.-174. Henry's 
own administration.-175. Beginning of the Constitutional struggle.-176. 
The Provisions of Oxford, and government under them.-177. The Barons' 
war.-ir; 8'. ilie do.; of the Reign.---:179. Legislative period of Edward I.-
180. ConstiL~tiona.I struggle.-181. Close of the Reign.-182. ~ummary. 

168 •. THE Great Charter closes one epoch and begins another •• ~t:~:'t 
On the one hand it is the united act of a nation that has been barter .. 

learning union; the· enunciation of rights and liberties, the ti:~:,n~n
needs and uses of which have been taught by long years of tory. 

training and by a short but bitter struggle: on the other hand 
it is the watchword of a new political party, the starting-pdintl 
of a new contest. For eighty years from the 'parliament of 
Runnymede,' the history of England is the narrative of a 
struggle of the nation with the king, for the real enjoyment 
of the rights and liberties enunciated in the Charter, or for the 
safeguards which experience showed. to be necessary for the 
maintenance of those rights. The stJ."uggle is continuons; the 
fortunes of parties alternate; the immediate object of contention 
varies from time to time; the wave of progress now advances 
iar beyond the point at which it is to be finally arrested, now 
retires far below the point at which a new flow seeIns to be 
possible. And yet at each distinct epoch something is seen to 
be gained, something consolidated, sOmething defined, something 

VOL.n. B 



C0n8titutional Hiatory. [CHAP., 

Pennanonoo reorganised on a better principle. Of the many contrivances 
of the ad d . . 
f,,!,damontaJ opte on eIther Slde, some are cast away as soon as they have 
pnnClpl .. of b . d ·th di h' rr • h national life, een trle ,notwi stan ng t elr enectIveness; some ave become 
"contrasted art f h t h' f th .. . h 'with the pot e permanen mec amsm 0 e constItutIOn, notwlt -
:!'=.:~ standing their uselessness. The prolific luxuriance of the age 

furnishes in politics, just as in architecture and in science, 
inventions which the rapidity of its movements and the involu
tion of its many interests will not allow it to test. Hence the 
political ideas of the time produce on the fabric of society less 
effect than might reasonably be looked for, and the strong and 
ancient groundwork on which the edifice has already been begun 
outlasts the many graceful but temporary superstructures which 
are now and again raised upon it. There are great men abroad, 

'and great schemes; but the determination of the great struggles 
often turns on points of momentary interest. The life which the 
hei:oes of the age breathe into the constitutional body tends to 
invigorate the whole: their spirit remains whilst their designs 
perish. Slowly and steadily the old machinery gains strength 
and works out its own completeness. It shakes off the pre
mature accretions which would a~iciPate the forms, towards 
which it is ultimately tending. ence the political and the 
mechanical sides of the story must e looked at separately; the 
growth of the spirit of liberty apart from the expansion of the 
machinery; for the spirit works in forms which it has soon to 
discard, the machiner-y grows in its own proper form in spite of 
the neglect or cont~mpt of the men by whose force it subsists. 
Their genius lives, but with a life which runs in other channels 
than those which it might itself have chose~ 

'j'he Charter The eighty years' struggle sprang directl;10ut of the circum-
1\ treat,y • 
between two stances under which the. Charter was drawn up. The Charter 
=~ was a treaty between two powers neither of which trusted or 
,::'.,:::.tary even pretended to trust the other, The king, on his side, was by 
.tancae. his personal fault encumbered with difficulties and entangled in . 

co~binations which were no necessary part of his constitutional 
position; while the national party comprised elements which 
needed the pressure of such a king to bring them together, and 
which, when released from that particular pressure, had little 



XIV.] Reconatituti()1l, of Parties', 3 

.ympathy or desire of union. The removal of John might A ~ange 

bring back to. the side of the crown all wllOm personal hatred ~:""m:~ 
h d I · t hi h . '1' f L alter the a arrayer ag81ns m; t e suspensIOn or Sl encmg 0 angton relation of 

might in an instant reverse the judgments that had been drawn the parti ... 

from his arguments; and, if the mere rivalries of the leaders 
who had won the victory carried within them the seeds of future 
contests, the difference of the principles which had actuated 
them in the compromise were the beginnings of still deeper 
party distinctions. Some had struggled for national freedom, The uDi~n of 

~ I . il ~ al . the national BOme .or C 88S pnv ege. some lor person revenge, agamst a party was 

king whose tyranny had infringed the rights of nation, class, =tt:; , 
and individual. When- that king was gone, nation, class and oomprolll1ll8, 

individual, the country, the estate, and the personal interest, 
would stand marshalled against each other, all stronger for the 
common victory. each more exacting because of the share wh~ch 
it had in the winning of it, The victory won by such a coalition 
was in itself a prematnre triumph, an enunciation of principles 
which could not attain their full working until for coalition was 
substituted organic union; until the parties had renounced or 
forgotten the often conflicting motives which they now only sup-
pressed in the presence of a common antagonist. , 

The granting of the Charter at once disarmed a considerable The national 

portion of the barons, and drew others to the king's side. The t~':~bY 
. . . • the conoes-

clauses which dIrected the compulsory execution of the compact mon of the 

opened the way for jealousies amongst -those who had won Charter. 

them; and the pope's interference neutralised the force which 
had brought them together and might have kept them in concert. 
The king in renewed strength might now crush in detail the 
various components of the force that had threatened to over-
whelm him. The risk of such a result drew them again to- !'..~:d 
gether, but not now under the gnidance of constitutional leaders: ~;~'. 
they sought a violent release from the difficulty by renouncing tyranny. 

,the house of Anjou and by bringing in a new Conqueror, 
John's power owed its .continued existence to the support of 
the papacy, the introduction of foreign mercenaries, and the 
faithfulness of his personal servants. His death saved the king>-
dom for his descendants. It removed the great stumbling-block 

B2 



4 Constitutional HistO'l"?J' [CHAP. 

~~k of and reversed the papal policy as regarded the Charter. The 
M~all to sagacious and honest policy of the earl of Pembroke drew to him 
reumte the 
nation. all save those who were hopelessly committed to the invader. 

He placed the country under a government which included all 
elements, and which, whilst it could not suppress all jealousies, 

Theworkof found room for all energies. Next, under Hubert de Burgh, 
Hubert de • • h 
Burgh to a mmister who ad been taught in the school of Henry II, 
~~~the England was reclaimed for the English: the papal influence was 
iDlIu........ eliminated or restricted; the foreign adventurers, who had traded 

Revival of 
tho evil 
influences 
under the 
p8l'BOnal 
rulo of 
Henry ill 

Thooe 
accu.mulate 
untilu. 
struggle is 
in~vitable. 

on the fact that they were the king's friends, were humbled and 
banished; and the renewed growth of feudal ideas which had 
sprung up in the recent anarchy was steadily and sternly re-
pressed. With the maturity of Henry a new phase of the 
struggle begins. The forces that Hubert had kept down, the 
Poictevin favourites, the feudal aspirants, the papal negotiators, 
the unconstitutional advisers, rise when he falls"and, alternately 
or in concert, urge the weak unsteady king forward in a course 
which has no consistent direction save that of opposition to the 
wishes of his people. For a long time the political parties are 
without great leaders. Henry acts as his own minister: until 
he has summed up the series of his follies and falsehoods, he 
disarms opposition by alternate concession and compulsion. 
When at length he has accumulated an irresistible weight of 
national indignation, he finds that he has also raised up within 
his own house a leader not unequal to the national demand. 
A seven years' struggle follows, in which the royal power is 
practically superseded by an aristocratic oligarchy resting on 

In the popular sympathies. At the end of that struggle the king 
otrugglethe. h h' . Ii h 'h b h I canoe ~f tho trlUmp s; t e arIStocratIC 0 garc y varus es, ut t e popu ar 
~fo::hwon. desire on which it rested has been . satisfied : the constitutional 
tho king 
triumphs. reforms which were the pretext oC aggression are secured, and 

more is gained from the perishing of the new polity than could 
have been gained from its permanence. The old life has drawn 
in a new inspiration for its own growth. The liberties of the 
nation are not yet vindicated, but the domination of the aliens 
-is at an end for ever. ' 

With a new :reign the 014 antipathies vanish, and the nation 



XIV.] Edwara L 

rises to its full growth, in accord, for the most part, with the Edward I 

genius of its ruler; Edward earns its confidence by his activity =:. j.~. 
in legislating and organising: and his peculiar policy, like that = :;n.!~ 
of Henry II, creates and trains the force which is to serve as its ~~t't°nai 
corrective. The great crisis, when it comes, turns on the main 
constitutional principles, not now encumbered with matters of 
personal or selfish interest. The struggle is decided permanently 
for a nation sufficiently well grown to realise its own part in it, 
and sufficiently compacted, under its new training, to feel its own 
strength. The' Confirmatio Cartarum' did not need the executory 
provisions of the charter of John. It rested not only on the word 
of a king who might be trusted to keep his oath, but on the full 
resolve of a nation awake to its own determination. The king Edward'. 

has taught in the plainest terms the principle by which the nation :J:clplo. 
binds him: 'that which touches all shall be all\lwed of all' -the 
law that binds all, the tax that is paid by all, the policy that affects 
the interest of all, shall be authorised by the consent of all. From 
the date of that great pacification party politics take new forms. 

In the history of these eighty years the growth of the Division of 
. . 1 h' . di . h h ' the subJect. constitutiona mec aDlSm IS 'stinct from t e growt of poll-

tical ideas, and must be examined apart from it. Certain very 
marked results may be noted. The completion and definition of Conatitu-

h f h Th 
. ~ tionairesnlbo, 

t e system 0 t e ree Estates: the completlOn of the repre-!", bo .lAted 

t· t b d I 1'" ddi·'· mChapter senta lve sys em as ase on oca lnstltutlOns an VISIons,. xv. 
and as made possible by Edward's policy of placing the whole 
administration in direct relation with the crown: the clear 
definition of functions, powers, and spheres of action, in church 
and state, in court and council, in parliament and convocation, 
in legislature and judicature i-these are the work of the 
century, Their progress can be traced step by step. only at 
particular moments crossing the orbits of the political forces, 
altbough vivified and stimulated by the electric state of the 
political atmosphere. So much of this progress towards COm-Histor!caI. 

I · d d fi . . b 1 .. b t t dnarrativem p etlon an e mbon as e ongs to our subJect must e rea e the follOwing 

in separate detail. We have now to trace somewhat more fully°haPter. 
the process and variations, and to determine the personal agencies, 
in the political struggle of which we have here drawn the outline. 



M ... UTeo 
for C&lTying 
out the 
pacification, 
June, 1215. 

6 COnlJtitutional Hi8tory. [CHAP. 

169 .. The Great Charter was granted on the 15th .of June, 
12 I 5; The rest of the month was devoted to the measures 
by which the pacification was to be completed. On the r 8th 
the king directed his partisans to abstain from hostilities 1; on 
the 19th the writs were issued for the inquest into the evil 
customs 2; on the 23rd Hugh de Boves was ordered to dismiss 
the mercenaries assembled at Dover"; on the 27th directions 
were given for a general enforcement of the -oath of obedience to 
the twenty-five executors of the Charter'; writ after writ went 
forth for the restoration of hostages and castles, and for the 
liberation ofprisoners~. 'The 16th of August was fixed as the 
day for general restitlltion and complete reconciliation 6; in the 
meantime the city of London was left in the hands of the 
twenty-five, and the Tower was intrusted to the archbishop 

Both parties as umpire 7 of conflicting claims. Under this superficial appear
~'!:''!:th. ance of peace 'both parties were arming. The surrender of 
contest. castles and prisoners was little more thall an exchange of 

military positions! the earl of Winchester recovered Mountsorel, 
the earl of Essex Colchester, and William of AumaIe Rocking
ham 8. Whilst they transferred their garrisons from the king's 
castles to their own, he was fortifying and victualling his strong
holds 8, borrowing money on all sides, placing the county 
administration in the hands of his servants as • vicecomites 
paeis '10 in order to defeat the measures of the twenty-five, 

1 Foedera, i. 133; Rot. Pat. i. 143. I must content myself with a general 
reference to the works of Brady, Carte, Prynne, and Hume, all well as to 
the more reoent labours of Mr. Pearson, and to the invaluable history of 
Dr. Pauli. 

• Foedera, i. 134; Rot. Pat. i. 145,180; Select Charters, p. 306. 
• Foedera, i. 134; Rot. Pat. i: 144. 
• Foedera, i. 134. . • See Rot. Claus. i. 'pp. 216 sq. 
• 'Ad jura restituenda;' R. Coggeshall, ed. SteV6D80n, p. 172; Foedera, 

i. 133. . 
• 'Tanquam mediator ac sequester,' R. Coggeshall, p. 173; 'tanquam in 

s"'Iuestro,' W. Cov. ii. 221. 
W. Cov. ii. 221 ; Rot. Pat. i. 143, 144. • M. Paris, ii. 612. 

10 W. Cov. ii. 222. The appointments made in June will be found in the 
Patent Rolls, i. 144,145. None of these 'vicecomites pacis' were the 
regular sheriffs; and, as the barons soon after divided the oounties among 
themselves, there must have been three rival and conflicting authorities in 
each. But the king made further changes in J'uly (Rot. Pat. i. 150); and 
within a few months some of those nominated in June are found in arms 
against him. 
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mustering new forcea at sea, and wilting to Innocent· and Philip John appeals 

to uk (or aid against the bold men who, in extorting the terms to Roma, 

of the charter, had degraded royalty and set at nought the 
claims o( the pope 1. The .more extreme men on the baronial 
Bide, who had. committed' themselves too deeply to trust John, 
had. retired to their estates, where they complained that the 
peace had been made without their participation I. The north Mutual 

a1arma. 
was already full of the rumours of war s; and as ,early as the 
beginning of July Robert Fitz-Walter was afraid to let the 
barons leave the neighbourhood of London'. On the 15th John 
avoided an intended meeting with the barons at Oxford G. 

The 16th of August came: the bishops met at Oxford, the Meeting of 

barons at BrackleYi the king failed to appear. He had, he~"o~;r 
~d, performed his part of the covenant, the barons had Auguat, I.IS· 

neglected theirs; it was not safe (or him to trust himself within 
reach of their armed host. A papal letter was laid before the Letter of . 

prelates, in which the archbishop was charged to excommunicate :~,:~=,
the king's enemies and the disturbers of the peace; and Pandulf, duced, 

with the bishop of Winchester and the abbot of Reading, was· 
empowered to compel obedience'. After three days' discussion, 
the bishops determined to make another appeal to the king, and 
try to induce him to meet the barons. But their mediation ami 

failed, and on the 26th of August, at Staines, they published the ~~~~~t 
sentence in the presence of the baronial army, each party in- Staines. 

terpreting it in their own way, and the majority regarding John 
as his own worst enemy, the great disturber of the peace, on 
whom sooner or later the curse would falI T• 

I M. Pari., ii.613, 615. John's letters to the pope are in the Rot. Pat.i. 182. 
• W. Cov. ii. 233. The baroDB generally refused to take the oath. of 

realty in the terms prescribed by John, who obtained a declaration from 
the bishops that they had refused: but the date of the negotiation.is not 
given; Rot. Pat. i. lSI; Foed. i. 134-

• See Rot. Pat. i. 150. 
• Foed. i. 134- He had to change the place fixed for a tournament on 

the 4th of July from Stamford to a spot between Staines and Hounslow. 
• Rot. Pat. i. 149. 
• W. Cov. ii. 223. The names of the executors of this ~ sen~nee 

enable us to identify the papal letter produced on Aug. 16 WIth that gI,,:en 
by Matthew Paris (ii. 6~7) without date; 'Miramur: The bull ~y whIch 
the Charter was quashed was not iS9ued until August ~5; Foed. L 136• 
. • W. COy. ii. 223, 224; R. Coggesh. p. 173. . 



Kutua! 
dellanoo. 

8 C0'It8titutional Ir/,Story. [CHAP. 

This act broke up the temporary peace. John now made no 
secret. that he was collecting forces J; the twenty-five allotted 
amongst themselves I the counties that were to be secured, and 
summoned a council to take into consideration the election of a 
new king: Pandulf and his colleagues proceeded to a personal 
excommunication of the more eminent leaders, who in reply 
appealed to the general council sUDJmoned to the Lateran for 

Longtml the following November s. Langton, seeing himself power-
soeo toRom... • •• 

less, determmed to go to Rome. John was at first lDclined to. 
forbid his departure, not wishing perhaps to lose so important 
a hostage or to risk a second interdict: but from all fear of 
the latter danger he was delivered by Pandulf, who took upon 
himself to suspend the archbishop at the moment of his em
barkation '. The king laid hold on the archiepiscopal estates 
on the plea of insuring their indemnity, but failed in securing 
the castle of Rochester, which was occupied by William of 
Albini and Reginald of Cornhill for the baronial party 6. 

War begins, The departure of Langton and the end of harvest gave the 
Sept. 12'5-. 

signal for war. This was early in September 8. Two parties were 
immediately formed: many of the great nobles, protesting their 
belief in the good intentions of John, hat! refused, notwith
standing their oath, to obey the summons of the twenty-five. 

I On the 28th of August" he had come to Sand,.-ich to meet the mer
cenaries, Rot. Pat. i. 155; but as early as the 12th he had summoned the 
count of Brittany, ibid. 152. 

• Geoffrey de Mandeville took Essex; Robert Fitz-Walter, Northampton; 
Roger de Cresci, Norfolk and Suffolk; Saar de Quincy, Cambridge and 
Huntingdon; William of Albini, Lincoln; John de Lacy, Yark and Not
tingham; Robert de Ros, Northumberland; W. Cov. ii. 224. On the 17th 
of September Robert Fitz-Walter's lands in Cornwall were granted by the 
king to his son Henry; Rot. Claus. i. 228: and early in October the Icing 
bestowed the estates of Geoffrey de Mandeville and Saer de Quincy on hi. 
servants; ibid. 230. On the 31st the earls of Chester and Derby and 
others had the grant of the lands held of them by the Icing's enemies; 
ibid.233· 

I W. Cov. ii. 224. London was put under interdict, but the sentence 
was Dot observed. 

• W. Cov. ii. 225; M. Paris, ii. 630; R. Coggesh. p. 174. The sentence 
of suspension was confirmed by the pope, Nov. 4, I215; Foed. i. 139; 
M. Paris, ii. 634: and the confirmation reached the king on the Sunday 
before Christmas, Rot. Claus. i. 269. 

• R. Coggesh. pp. 173,176; W. Cov. ii. 226. 
• W. Cov. ii. 232. 
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Of the great earls, those of Pembroke, Salisbury, Chester, Di~OD of 

Warenne, Ferrera, Arundel, and Warwick were for the king: parties. 

on the side of the barons were those of Gloucester, Winchester, 
Hertford, Hereford, Oxford, N orfoIk, and Huntingdon. One 
bishop, Giles de Braiose, took part with the barons, and one of 
the twenty-five, William of AUIIlA1.e, placed himself on the side 
of the king'. The Northern lords were faithful to the cause of 
freedom; the clergy, although they sympathised with the barons, 
were paralysed by the weight of ecclesiastical authority arrayed 
on behalf of John, and, having lost their leader, could show 
their sympathy only by contemning the papal threats. The 
leading spirits of the opposition were Robert Fitz-Walter and 
Eustace de Vesey, who, relieved from the wiser influence of 
Langton, despairing of safety under John, and already perhaps 
committed to France, were eager, as they had been in 12 I 3, to 
advocate extreme counsels; and their arguments prevailed. 

At first the barons Inistrnsted their own strength. The The baronial 

abstention of the bishops, the' strong measures of the pope, who ~ign"":i~ 
on the 25th of August annulled the charter', forbade John to 
keep his oath, and summoned the barons to account for their 
audacious designs; the return of the most powerful earls to the 
king's side, and John's own unexpected readiness and energy, 
seem to have thoroughly disheartened them. Foreign aid must 
be obtained, and it could be obtained only on one condition-
they must renounce their allegiance to John, and choose a new 
king. Saar de Quincy was sent to offer the crown to Lewis, the 
son of Philip of France '. The act, although technically justified 
by John's conduct and by ancient precedent, was a degrading 
one, and morally has no excuse but the plea of"necessity. Like 
the Normans in 1204, the barons saw no choice but between 
John and Philip, their own extinction and a foreign ruler. 

1 See W. Cov. ii. 225. The bishop made his peace in October, Rot. Pat. 
i. 157; and died a month after • 

• Foed. i. 135, 136; M. Pari., ii. 616. 619. 
• W. Cov. ii. 225, 226; R. Coggesh. p. 176; M. Paris, ii. 647. 648• ';l'be 

abjuration of John must have been a formal act and notified to th~ kmg, 
who excepts from his promises of pardon' illiB qui nos abjuraverunt; Rot. 
Claus. i. 270 •. The election ofLewiB was made unauimously by the baronage, 
but no dates are given; Ann. Waverley, p. 283; Foed. i. 140 • 
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~e act not. Yet it is not at all necessary to suppose that the moral and poli-
Wlthout t' 1 bl .. . d h . 
justification: lea pro em would take m thelI" mm s t e formIdable shape 

which it would have taken two centuries later, when the idea. 
of loyalty was full grown, and when the legislation respecting 
treason bad impressed the iniquity of rebellion in burning marks 

~!~.;;,.. on men's consciences. John was a. tyrant, and no one doubted 
that the due reward of tyranny was death 1: death should not 
indeed be inflictedhy his liege servants, but his own oath taken 
to the Charter had put them in the position of belligerents rather 
than liegemen; nor did they seek his death, but his banishment. 

in the ~heory They ased the power which the theory of election gave them, of 
of election • 'd h' If h 
and homage, settmg aSI e one who had proved lmse unworthy; the t eory 

andasA 
politic 
measure. 

also of feudal relation compelled them to maintain his right 
only so long as he maintained theirs s. Some few of them 
perhaps regarded the election of Lewis as a. mere stratagem, 
by which, without declaration of war, Philip might be induced 
to withdraw from John's side the French mercenaries whom he 
had been allowed to enlist. The F;ench soldiers could not fight 
against a French king, John would be left alone and would be 

. again at their mercy. 
Langton'. The offer to Lewis must have been made some time after 
oomplicity • 
questionable. Langton's departure, and It may never be clearly known how far 

he was cognisant of it. He was not likely to give it his open 
approval; it is not t,o be believed that, whilst patiently acquiescing 
in the papal suspension,he secretly supported the proposal. The 
appointment of his brother Simon as chancellor to the invader. 
was rather a bribe to attract or a. contrivance to implicate 
the archbishop, than an evidence of his complicity. He may 
be credited with neutrality; fOl" otherwise some proof would 
have been forthcoming when the one party was as eager to 
claim him for an ally, as the other was to incriminate him as 
a traitor. 

The military details of the struggle are simple. On the 11th 

1 Joh. Salisb. Polycr. viii. c. 20: 'Non quod tyrannoB de medio tollendos 
non elise credam, sed sine religionis honestatisque dispendio.' 

~ 'Est itaque tanta et talis connexio per homagium inter dominum et 
tenentem BUum, quod tantum debet dominuB tenenti quantum tenens 
domino, praeter Bolam reverentiam;' Bracton, lib. ii. o. 35. 
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of October the king's forces besieged the castle of Rochester 1, After taJdng 

and at the same time measures were taken for the relief ofBochester. 
Northampton and Oxford, which were threatened by the barons. 
Their attempt to save Rochester failed, and it ~as taken on the 
30th of November'. John, acting under the advice of his 
Yeten&ns, exercised only petty cruelties on the defenders. He John redu""" 

then marehed northwards as far as Berwick', reducing the castles the North, 

of his enemies, and ravaging their estates, while at the same 
time he endeavoured to seCllre the frontier against the Scots, who 
had besieged Norham and ovelTun Northumberland. Having and retllrn
brought the Northern coonties to his feet, and received proposals :!.:~ .. 
1i b " from f h' t rt' . 1i h Colchester. or su mission some () IS mos pe maC'lous oes, e March, >2,6. 

returned to the South, where he had left half his army under 
Savaric de Mauleon and Falkes de Breaute, and joined the force 
which was besieging Colchester. Colchester surrendered in 
March, 1216 '. This was the highest point that John's for-
tunes ever reached. The papal excommunication, issued on the Deepair of 

16th of December· and directed against the several rebels by the b&rouo. 

name, had reduced them to the last extremity. The earl of 
Hertford and even Robert de Ros and Eustace de Vesey were 
petitioning for safe conduct in order to negotiate; on the 1St of 
January'the Constable of Chester and Roger of Mont Begon 

I See W. Cov. ii. 1126. William of Albini had got into the castle three 
days before. John arrived in person on the 13th. See M. Paris, ii. 6.1-
625; R. Coggesh. p. 175 •• nd the It.iner&l'Y of John. 

• M. PariB, ii. 625. 
• Every otep of his progreoo may be traced by help of Sir T. D. Hardy's 

Itinerary. He left Rochelner Dec. 6, and moved north from WindBor on 
the 16th. On the 14th of January he reached Berwick, and there stayed 
until the und. Moving down o1awly he wao at York on Feb. IS, at 
Lincoln on the 23rd, and he reached Colchester on the 14th of March. 

• R. Coggesh. p. 179. 
• Foed. i. 139; M. Pario, ii. 643,644, There are two lists of peroons ro 

be excommunica.ted. The firot contains thirty-one names, eighteen ont of 
the twenty-five executors, five BOns or heirs of barons, and in addition, 
Peter de Bru., Roger deCressi, FuIkFit&-Warin, W. de Montacute, W. de 
Beauchamp, Simon de Kyme and Nicholao de Stuteville. The ~nd con-_ 
tains twenty-nine names of secondary importance; and both listB end 
with Master Gervase the Chancellor of S. Paul's. the king' •• manifestiooi-
mus peroecutor.' . 

• Rot. Clau •. i '45; c£ Food. i 137. Negotiations for peace were on 
toot ao earlyao Oct. U, UI5; Rot. Pat. i. 157. On the 9th of November 
\.be earl of Hertford, Robert Fit&-Walter, and the citizens of London had 
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made their peace. Although French forces had already landed, 
the efforts of the cardinal Gualo, who was now at Philip's court, 
and the intrigues of John's agents there, were impeding the 

t'~!I~=- action of Lewis. The king used his opportunity, and by un
tageo. sparing confiscations placed the great estates of his enemies 

in the hands of his unscrupulous servants. His chief strength 
layin such men as Falkes de Breaute, Savaric de Mauleon, Peter 
de Mauley and others who gain an unenviable eminence in 
the next reign, many of them Poictevin adventurers, who had 
learned the use of arms in rebellion against Henry and Richard, 
or who had taken service under those kings during the constant 
border-warfare in the French provinces. Notwithstanding his 
temporary triumph, these were the only men in whom he could 
really trust. Hubert de Burgh, who had been made justiciar in 
June 1215 \ and William Marshall, the great earl of Pembroke, 
who never wavered in his faith, were second to such men in 
the king's confidence, and his undisguised dependence on them 
disgusted and repelled all others. • 

Jllstifio&ti!,u Medieval morality did not recognise political expediency as a 
of the action . .•.. 
vf Lewis. justifiable cause of war: It reqUlred some clalm of nght or some 

plea of provocation before it would acknowledge the aggressor 
as better than a robber or a pirate. The great international 
tribunal at Rome was scarcely likely to admit such a plea as 
might reasonably have been alleged for Lewis's interference, the 
appeal of the perishing kingdom s. Philip and John were at 

safe conduct for a conference; ibid. 158. John de Lacy had safe conduct 
to make his own peace Dec. 31, and several others at the same time, ibid. 
163 ; and every step of the journey northwards is marked by the like suh
missions. After the capture of Colchester, the earl of Oxford had safe 
conduct, March 23; the earl of Hertford, March 37; Robert de Ros, 
Eustace de Vesey, and Peter de Brus, April I2; ibid. 176. The corre
spondence was going on as late as the 7th. of May; ibid. ISO. The Close 
Rolls for March are full of writs stating the submission and reconciliation 
of the king'a enemies. . 

1 He first appears as justiciar on the 24th of June; Rot. Pat. i. 143 . 
• • Rex autem habet 3uperiorem, Deum scilicet: item legem per quam 

factus est rex; item curiam auam, videlicet comites, barones. quia comites 
dicuntur quasi socii regis, et qui habet socium habet magistrum; et.ideo 
ai rex fuerit sine fraeno, id est, sine lege. debent ei fraenum ponere, nisi 
ipsimet fuerint cum rege sine meno; et tunc clamabunt subditi et dicent, 
Domine J esu Christe, in chamo et fraeno ma.xiJ.las eorum constringe. Ad 
quos Domin"s,"v~abo super e08 gentem robustam et longinquam etignotam 
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peace; the five years' truce, concluded at .Chinon in October Policy of 

1214, was to last until Easter 1220 1• But neither conscientious Philip. 

scruples nor public law fetter men who are determined to take 
their own way. The truce served Philip as an .excuse for 
holding back his son from overt action until a fair chance of 
success was secured, and the earls of Gloucester and Hereford 
were placed as hostages in his hands s. A threefold statement Formal 

of reasons was drawn up. The legate was told' that John's~:;~ 
gift to the pope was void; he had been condemned for treason G~. "tpril. 
to RiclJard, and was never really a king. If he were, however, 1216-

then llig, he was so no more, he had forfeited his crown when 
he was sentenced as Arthur's murderer. If that sentence 'were 
invalid, he had resigned his crown by submitting to the pope: 
it was clear that he might resign the crown, but without the 
consent of the barons he could not transfer it. The barons, 
regarding the throne as vacant, had elected to it Lewis, the 
husband of Blanche of Castille, the daughter of the eldest sister 
who had survived Richard '. In reply to the legate's assertion, 
that John was a crusader and that his dominions were for four 
years under papal gnardianship, Lewis declared that John was 
the aggressor, having attacked his French dominions both before 
and after he took the cross. 

A like discussion took place at Rome, Innocent himself plead-Col Between 

ing the cause of John·. The sentence of forfeiture for Arthur's:::: c.:d 

• agen1B, MaT 
murder the pope set aSide at once. A second argument, that 8, 1216-

John had incurred the sentence by contumacy and that his 
rights had devolved on Blanche, he refuted in detail. John's 

cujul linguam ignorabunt, quae destruct eoa et evellet radices eorum de 
terra, et a tslibus judicabuntur quia subditos noluerunt jaste judicare, et 
in fine ligatis manibus eorum mittet eoa in caminum ignis et tenebras ex· 
teriores, ubi erit fletus ct stridor dentium i'" Bracton, lib. ii. c. 16. § 3. 

1 Foed.i us. 
• R. Coggesh. p. 175. Matthew Paris, ii. 648, states that twenty-four 

hostages were demanded. John sent forged letters from the barons to 
Philip dissuading hinl from the invasion; R. Coggesh. p. 176. 

• M. Paris, ii. 650-653. The argument was held fifteen days after 
Easter; according to M. Paris at Lyons, more probably at Laon. 

• Eleanor of Castille died Oct. 21,121+ She bad thus survived i'"0hn'. 
act of defeasance; she was the elder surviving sister at the tIlDe of 
Richard'. death; Johanna died in September II99. 

• A month after Easter i M. Paris, ii. 657-663. 
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Papal argu- contumacy did not affect the rights of his children, and even if 
mentfor 
John. they did, Eleanor of Brittany, the Saxon dukes, the emperor 

Otto, Rnd the king of Castille, stood nearer to the succession 
than Blanche. He! right could be maintained only by proving 
that her brother and mother had resigned their claims to her, 
that Eleanor of Brittany was excluded as being in the ascending 
line of succession, and that the living younger sister shut out 
the pretensions of the children of the elder. The charge that 
John was the aggressor was sustained only by similar special 
pleading. 

(3) Lowis'. The argument addressed to the English took a slightly 
~ to different form.. It is contained in a manifesto directed to the 
the EDgIiBh. monks of S. Augustine' B ], ; John had been condemned as a 

Arrival of 
the French, 
in Autumn, 
UIS· 

traitor for his conduct during Richard's captivity, and had thus 
lost his right to inherit, which had passed on to the queen of 
Castille. His coronation had been a violent infraction of her 
right, as was proved by the argument used by archbishop 
Hubert on the elective title to the crown. When John, 
still a childless man, was condemned for Arthur's mm'der, her 
rights revived in full force, and ever since then Lewis had been 
at war with him and unfettered by his father's truces. Finally, 
having at his coronation sworn to maintain the liberties of his 
kingdom, he had broken his oath by making it tributary; Lew-is 
had been chosen into his place, with the common counsel of the 
realm, by the barons who, under the terms of the Great Charter 
which John had sworn and broken, were fully justified in doing 
so. On these grounds he demanded the support of the nation. 
JIis legal claim may be regarded as midway between the claim 
of William the Conqueror, as heir of Edward, to the crown of 
England, and that oLEdward ill, as representative of Charles IV, 
to the crown of France. 

The warlike preparations were not made to wait for the 
proof of the claim: John's fleet under Hugh de Boves' 
perished in a great storm on the 26th of September; a mis
fortune which made the French invasion possible. A force 
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of seven thousand Frenchmen landed in Suffolk 1 in November 
1215; Saar de Quincy with· forty-one transports reached 
London on the 9th of January'; on the 27th of February 
& large body of French nobles arrived in the Thames s, and 
the marshal of France took the command of a garrison of 
his countrymen in the city". On the 21St of May Lewis him- Arriyal of 

self landed at Stonor 6, and John, who since. the capture of!:~' May, 

Colchester had been waiting on the coast to intercept him, 
immediately retired to Winchester. This retreat was no doubt Progress of 

forced on him by a panic among his followers; the 'French Lewis, 1216. 

soldiers could not be trusted to fight against the son of their 
king, and the more politic of the barons who were still on John's 
side were inclining to cast in their lot with their brethren. 
Lewis, without stopping, as his father advised him, to secure Ho is reo 

Dover, pressed on by Canterbury and Rochester to London, 1:;::.' 
where he received the homage and fealty of the barons on the 
2nd of June '. He is said to have made promises of good laws 
and of the restoration of lost heritages 7', but he does not seem to 
have bound himself by any formal constitutional engagements, or 
promised to observe the Charter; such undertakings were prO-' 
bably left for the day of coronation, before which John must be 
finally humbled. Eager to decide the contest Lewis pressed on His early 

to Winchester, taking Reigate, Guildford and Farnham on the .nce .... 

way. On the 14th of June 'Winchester was surrendered; John, 
who had quitted it on the 5th, retiring by Wilton and Wareham 
to his stronghold at Corfe. The capture of Winchester decided Tho 081'1s 

th ch · f th h" I . hi k Willia' doBort John. e Olce 0 . e eSltatmg ear s: Wlt n a few wee !I m 
of Salisbury, the son of Henry II, William of Aumale, the earls 
of Oxford, Arundel and Warenne, had declared for the winning 
side 8. The castle of Marlborough was surrendered. The city 

1 R. Coggesh. p. 176; em. Maill'Os, p. 188 ; M. Paris, ii. 623. 
• R. Coggesh. p. 178. • M. Paris, ii.648. • W.Cov. ii. 228. 
I M. Paris, ii. 653; Ann. Waverl. p. 285. The day is given as May 14 

by W. Cov. ii. 228; May 19, R. Coggesh. p. 181. See Pauli, Gesch. v. 
Eng. iii. 458. 

• Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 202. 'Factae sunt ei fidelitates et hominia;' 
W. Cov. ii. 230; R. Coggesh. p. 181; M. Paris, .ii. 654. • 

• • Ille vera tactis s&Cl'Osanctis evangeliis juravit quod singulis eorum 
bonae leges redderet, simul et amissas hereditates;' M. P",?s, ii. 654· 

• W. Cov. ii 231. The earl of Salisbury was with the king on the 13th 
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~:::"~ of Worcester placed itself in the hands of the younger William' 
John, %216. Marshall l • In vain Gualo, who had followed Lewis to England 

and had excommunicated him and his supporters at Whitsuntide, 
placed an interdict on the lands of the barons and on the city of 
London:. in vain the king denounced the forfeiture of the estates 

Homage of and decreed the demolition of the castles of the rebels. The 
the king of 
Scola. N9rthern lords set out to join Lewis, and the king of Scots 

arrived at Dover to perform the customary homage, having 
captured the city of Carlisle on his way. Lewis was now certi
fied of John's helplessness or incapacity, and was attempting to 
secure the royal fortresses, Dover which held out under Hubert 

John's. de Burgh, Windsor, and Lincoln2• The king finding his adver-
wandermgs 
:o~ev .. ta- saries so employed, left Corfe and proceeded through the marches 

to Shrewsbury: he then returned to Worcester, which had been 
recovered in July. and by Bristol into Dorsetshire, whence he 
started again at the end of August by Oxford and Reading, in
tending to raise the sieges of Windsor and Lincoln and to cut off 
the return of the king of Scots. His march was a continuous 
devastation. Indiscriminately the lauds of friends and enemies 

~is remain· were ravaged. As if his cause seemed to himself to be desperate, 
mgelementa • I' h hI' . 
of strength. he acted as one bent on mvo vmg t e woe nahon in his own 

destruction s. Yet although his fortunes and his moral position 
had now sunk even lower than on the day of Runnymede, he still 
retained the service and allegiance of some of the most powerful 
lords, whose adhesion was unquestionably dictated in some mea
.sure by national feeling. Ranulf of Chester never flinched: 
the earl Marshall was now as ever faith,ful: the earl Ferre'rs and 
Henry of Warwick, the last almost of the faithful Beaumonts, 

. , 

of June, but had joined the enemy before the 17th of August; Rot. Claus. 
i. 282: the Constable of Chester had returned to the barons before Sept. 23 ; 
ibid. 289. The desertion of the earls immediately followed the capture of 
Winchester; R. Coggesh. p. 181 ; Chron. Mailros, p. 191. 

1 Worcester surrendered to the younger William Marshall, but was 
recovered by the earl of Chester and Falkes de Brea.ute on the 17th of 
July; Ann. Wigorn. p. 406; Ann. Theokesb. p. 62 . 

• Dover was besieged from July u to October 141 R. Coggesh. F. 
182. Cf. Ann. Waverley, p. 285. The siege of Windsor had lasted two 
months when it was broken up on account of J obu's march on Lincoln; 
ibid. 

• R. Coggesh. p. 183; W. Cov. ii. 23I. 
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remained with him. Hubert de Burgh, William Briwere and 
Peter des Roches, even the foreign servants, whatever were their 
demerits, justified his confidence. But the end was close at hand. 
His march by Oxford had drawn away the besiegers from Death of 

Windsor; he had dispersed the leaguer at Lincoln and put ~~~J~.ct. 
to flight the remnant at Lynn, when he was seized with a fatal 
illness at Sleaford on the 14th of October, and died at Newark 
on the 19thl. We need not ask whether poison, excess, or vexa-
tion hastened his death. He was the very worst of all our kings: 
a man whom no oaths could bind, no pressure of conscience, 
no consideration of policy, restrain from evil; a faithless son, His "rices. 
a treacherous brother, an ungrateful master; to his people a 
hated tyrant. Polluted with every crime that could disgrace 
a man, false to every obligation that should bind a king, he 
had lost half his inheritance by sloth, and ruined and desolated 
the rest. Not devoid of natural ability, craft or energy, with 
his full share of the personal valour and accomplishments of his 
house, he yet failed in every design he undertook, and. had to ~d humiJia.. 

bear humiliations which, a.lthough not without parallel, nevertiODS. 
fell on one who deserved them more thoroughly or received 
less sympathy under them. In the whole view there is no 
redeeming trait; John seems as incapable of receiving a good 
impression as of carrying into effect a wise resolution. 

A few months before him, on the ·1 6th of July, died Iunocent~:.:rm. 
ill, just as he must have been convinced of the folly of his July 16.1216. 

determination to support J~hnat all hazards, and of the 
impossibility of reconciling his present policy with that moral 
government which he aspired to exercise over the Christian 
world. In England the news of the pope's death. was received 
with thanksgiving. Great and wise as he was, his name had 
here been always coupled with calamity. He had pronounced ~:~~ 
the interdict, he had condemned the champions of liberty and 

. the form of sound government; he had suspended the arch. 

1 W. Cov. ii. 231. The 8l<ecutors named in his will are-the legate, the 
bishops of Winchester, Worcester, and Chichester; the earls of Pembroke, 
Chester and Ferrera, William Briwere, Walter de Lacy, John of Mon
moutb, Savaric de Mauleon, Falkes de Breaute, and Aimeric de S. Maur, 
the Master of the Temple; Foed. i. J +4-
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~8ta1 'bishop whom aU had learned to regard as the'iiltlirpreter of the 
in1Iu.noeof '. dh h d h I bl d' the pope in . constitutIon, an e a to t east esse and strengthened the 
~:!':~. ,tyrant. But for his influence John could not have repudiated 

his oath to the charter, or driven the barons to call in a foreign 
invader as their only, possible deliverer. Innocent leaves a 
deep mark on our history, and, readily as we recognise the 
. grandeur of his aims, it must be allowed to be a deep mark of 
aggression and injustice. The unhappy design of turning a free 
.kingdom into a fief of the Roman see was the key to a policy that 
seems utterly inconsistent with that great zeal for righteousness 
with which he was no doubt inspired. We cannot guess what 
might have been his policy if he had survived John, but, so far 
'as we can see, it would have been morally impossible for binI 
to recede from the position that he had taken. He knew the 
worst of John and yet sustained him: he had nothing more to 
learn which would justify him in forsaking him. His successor 
reaped the fruit of his experience and adopted a wiser plan. 

Coron&ti0unr 170. John was buried, as he had directed in his will, at 
otH.my , 
oct. .8,1216. Worcester, a few days after his death; and the coronation of 

'Henry III was celebrated at Gloucester on the ~8th of October, 
:with such slight ceremony as was possible, and with a smaller 
attendance of bishops and barons than had appeared since the 
coronation of Stephen. The boy of nine years oldwas made to 
take the solemn constitutional oaths, dictated by the bishop of 
Bath, and to do homage also to the pope in the person of the 
legate Gualo 1. A plain circlet ot: gold was the substitute for 
the crown, which was no doubt beyond the reach of the royal 
party; and the bishop of Winchester, in the absence of the two 
archbishops and the bishop of London, anointed and crowned 
the child 2, That done, the homage and fealty of the magnates 

1 Rot. Claus. i. 335 ; F~ed. i. 145; Ann. Waverley, p. 286; W. Cov. ii. 
233. Matthew Paris, iii. I, gives the form of the oath: 'Quod honorem, 
pacem ac reverentiam portabit Deo et s&uctae ecclesiae et ejus ordinatis, 
omnibus diebus vitae ~uae; quod in populo sibi commisso rectam justitiam 
tenebit; quodque leges malas et iniquas consuetudines, si quae sint in 
regno, delebit et bonas observabit et ab omnibus faciet observari.' 

• Acoording to the Annals of-Tewkesbury, Gualo placed the crown on 
Henry's head; p. 63: see also Ann. Winton. p. 83; Ann. Wigorn. p. 407 ; 
and the same might be infelTed fr9m the. royal letter announcing the issue 
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present was taken, and a council summoned for the 11th of Council 

Novem~r at Bristol. summoned. 

The news of John's death had already affected the balance of 
parties, and gOlle far to reverse their constitutional attitude. 
Hubert de BurgI!, wJio had just made a truce with Lewis for the ~ ~d 
siege of Dover', hastened to join the legate; aud, although armistice. 

Lewis took advantage of the respite to secure the castles of 
Hertford and Berkhampstead', as well as to receive the surrender 
of the Tower of London, the gain of time was not purchased too 
dearly. Berkhampste&d was made the price of a genel'al
armistice which was to last until the 13th of January. The 
interval was well employed. At Bristol, on the 11th of Council at 

Bristol, 
November, eleven bishops presented themselves. Langton and No ... n. 

the bishop of Lincoln, and probably the archbishop of York 
also, were still abroad; the bishops of Salisbury and London 
were ill j the sees of Durham, Norwich, and Hereford were of bishop .. 

.... Is. 
vacant. The earls of Pembroke, Chester, and Derby repre-
sented their own branch of the counciljWilliam of Aumale 
also had returned to his allegiance before John's death;:~ 
Hubert de Burgh and the' two Williams de %iwere, father and warrion. 

son, represented the administrative body; Savaric de Mauleon 
and Falkes de Breaute, the Inilitary strength which J 000 bad 
laboured so hard to maintain. Of the other barons present the The wostem 

most, famous names are those of Beauchamp; Basset, Clifford, =
Mortimer, Lacy, and Cautilupe, most of them from the western 
shires and the march, where the personal influence of John had 
been longest ana least oppressively felt. Of the twenty-five 
executors of the charter, William of Aumite alone appeared, but 
William of Albini, the defender of Rochester, who had just been 

of the charter j Foedera, i. 145 j but the coronation, although perform.!d 
, under Gualo's authority. which was neceaaary to overrule the protests of 
the Westminster and Canterbury monks, was aolemnised by the English 
bishops, Winchester. Bath, Worcester, and Exeter; Ann. Dunst. p. 48 j 
M. Paris, iii. 2: and Wykee (p. 60) mentions that the legate did not even 
put his hand on the crown. . 

1 Oct. 14 j R. Coggeeh. p. 182 j W. Cov. n. '232 j cf. M. Paris,' iii. 5· 
• Hertford was beeieged from Nov. II to Dec. 6, and Berkhampstead 

from Dec. 6 to Dec. 20· Lewis reached Lambeth Nov. 40 and the Tower 
was surrendered on the' 6th; Liber de Ant. Legg. p. 202 j M. Paris, iii. 5, 
6,8; .Ann. Waverley, p. 286. 

C 2 
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l'ansomed, had determined to support the young king, and 
several of the gallant company were now dead I, 

Q~::;,~ Since the days of Ethelred the crown of England had never g11 p 
and regency. fallen to a child, and the first business of the council was to 

determine in whose guardianship the king and the kingdom lay. 
We are not told by what arguments this was decided; but it 
may be presumed that there would be conflicting claims, and 
competing analogies. The pope might fairly claim the custody 
{)f a ward who had so recently recognised his feudal superiority. 
The queen was the natural guardian. Near kinsman the young 
king had none at hand; and, if the principle of the civil law wer~ 
to be adopted, it might have been a critical point whether the 
count Palatine or the king of Castille or even Lewis himself 
might not demand the regency. In France no such emergency 
had as yet arisen; the miserable minority of Henry IV in 
Germany was a warning rather than a precedent, and that of 
Frederick II presented a parallel full of evil omen. Nor could 
the common feudal analogy apply, by which the care of the 

.. estate belonged to the heir, and that of the person of the 
minor to the next kinsman who could not inherit. Even if • the persons were eligible, the circumstances of the case admitted 
no such solution; and the plan adopted was that which 
the vassals of the Frank kingdom of Palestine used in such 

The Earlof cases S; the barons of the realm determined to appoint a 
Pembroke . 1"" tor regiB regent, and they, by common consent, chose the earl of Pembroke 
et regm.' to be 'rector regis et regni s.' With him were associated, as 

chief councillors, the legate and Peter des Roches bishop of 
Winchester; the former to satisfy the claims and to secure the 
support of the Pope, the latter perhaps, however inadequately, 
to :6.11 the place that belonged to the arehbishop of Canterbury'. 

1 The namea are given in the reissue of the Charter j Select Chart.ers, 
P·340 • 

• See the Assises de Jerusalem, i. 261, and Count Beugnot's note. 
I • Commissa est ex communi consilio cura regis et regni legato, episcopo 

Wintoniensi, et 'Villelmo Marescallo j' W. Cov. ii. 233. 'Remansit in 
custodia Willelmi comitis Pembroc, magni videlicet Mareschalli j' M. Paris, 
iii. 3. . 

• There ia a writ tested at Bristol on the 13th of November by William 
Marshall as justiciar of England (Rot, Claus. i •. 293), which seems :to show 
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The first act of the government proved its wisdom and definea 
its policy. The . Great Charter was republished " not indeed Reissue of 

in its completeness, but with an express statement that no ~~ 
permanent infraction was contemplated. All the material Nov. 12,1216. 

provisions for the remedy of administrative oppressions were 
retained; but the constitutional clauses, those toucb.illg tax-
ation and the national council, we~ omitted. The articles ~~t.' catioruo 

• • ml 
that concerned the debts of the Jews, the nght of entermg 
and leaving the kingdom, the forests, warrens, and rivers, were 
likewise put in respite until fuller counsel could be had; then all 
things were to be {ully deliberated and faithfully amended. The Reasons for 

• these 
reasons for this course are ol?vious. The baronage was for the changes. 

mOlDent in the place of the king: to limit the taxing powel1S of 
the crown would be to tie their own hands; and the Jews, the 
forests, and other demesne rights, were at the moment too 

. ready sources of revenue to be dispensed with. The country 
was at war, and the government must not be crippled. There 
are other indications that the hands which drew up the new 
charter were not th08e which 'drew up the old. There could 
be no question about the banishment of aliens,. when aliens 
formed the mainstay of the government. Some idea too of 
removing the restrictions on feudal action may have prompted 
other changes, for the feudal instinct must have been stronger 
at Bristol than at Runnymede. It is, however, by no means the The Charter 

I . ~ f h hi beoom ... the east cunous leature 0 t e story, that SO few changes were ra.l!yi!Ig 
needed to transform a treaty won at the point of the sword into =:"for 
a manifesto of peace ~nd sound government; that the papal 
power, which a year before had anathematised the charter and 
its advocates, could now accept and publish it as il-s own; and 
that the barons who had to the last supported John in.repu-
diating it, should, the moment he was taken out of the way, 
declare their adhesion to it. Nor is ~t less a proof that the::= 

that it was intended that he should bear that title, hut it may be a clerical 
error. Hubert de Burgh is called ju.tJtitiMiua ROGt8r in the charter issued 
the day berore, and continues in office. . ' 

1 Statutes of the Realm (Charters), p. 14; Select Charters, p. 340 • 
Letters for the publication of the Charter were issued June a7. 1217; 
Rot. Claus. L 336. . 
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baronial body, whether for or against the king, was in the main 
actuated by patriotic feeling, and ready to take the same line of 
reform. The omission of the constitutional clauses does not 
disprove this, for it is by no means clear that their importance 
was fully realised; it is at least as strange that they were never 
forced on Henry ill by the triumphant barons after' the 
parliament of Oxford, ~s that they were omitted now. It is 
equally conceivable, as has been already observed, that they 
embodied and enunciated an accepted constitutional practice 1, 

as that they imposed a new restriction on arbitrary government. 
The struggle over taxation is unintermitted; yet, until the reign 
of Edward I, there is no formal attempt made to supply an 
omission which dates from the accession of his father. J ohu's 
tyrannical designs are thus seen to have been the great hindrance 
to the pacification of the country; his vanity would not be 
bound by terms within whose as yet unwritten limits his father 
had been content to act. Now John was dead, and the charter 
at once might be made the basis of peace. At the same time 
we need not suppose that either legate or regent overlooked 
the importance of winning the people, or of dividing still more 
the ill-assorted elements that were sustaining the cause of the 
invader. 

Diooppolnt- The unfortunate barons had already found out their mistake. 
mentof the • .. 
barona at tho John, shortly before his death, had at Newark received promlSes 
hohaviourof f dh' f £, f hid h 'sh d ., h' Lewis. 0 . a . eSlon rom orty 0 t e or s w 0 WI e to reJOID lID ; 

and, although after his death and Henry's coronation ihe mal~ 
contents had bound themselves to Lewis more strictly than ever, 
and had renounced by oath the heirs of John, mutual confidence; 
was not restored. Robert Fitz-Walter, 'the marshal of the 
army of God,' was made to feel that not even he was trusted. 
After the capture of Hertford he asked to have the charge of 
the castle, as he had he\d it in the early years of John. Lewis 
answered, by the advice of his French counsellors, that English~ 
men having been traitors to their own lord were not fit to have 
the 'Charge of castles I. He soothed the offended baron by the 

1 See below, p. 30, note I, and Vol. I. p. 534-
a M. Paria, ii. 668; ill. 6; Bee too Ann. Dunst. p. 47. 
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assurance that when he was king all men should have their 
own; but the word had sunk deep, and later events strength
ened the impression. 

After Christmas each party held a council: Henry's friends Councils in 

met at Oxford" those of Lewis at Cambridge. At the expira- Jan. "'7· 
tion of the truce war was renewed; the regent strengthening 
his positions of defence; the legate trying ~ bring the in1luence 
of the church to bear on Lewis; Lewis securing as many as he Lewis 

could of the castles of .the eastern shires, in order to gain a;::..the 
compact base of operations, and c~unect London with the camps Countiee. 

of Lincoln, Rochester, and Dover. He took Hedingham, Orford., 
Norwich, and Colchester; conceding, for the surrender of the 
last, a new truce which was to last until April 23. This truce 
was as necessary to himself as to Henry, for his father had 
peremptorily summoned him to a council, called to avert the 

. interdict which the pope threatened to iB8ue on account of his 
behaviour in England. Early in March, under the strictest obli- He mit1! 
gation to return speedily, Lewis departed., and from that moment =. U1 

his chances of success were over: ·perhaps they had never been so 
great as the desperatioll of J oha had augured. He had indeed 
secured a large proportioll of the barons, but the military 
advantages were on the king's side. In the whole of the north, 
the fortresses were in the king's hands. The towns received 
Lewis, but the moment that his troops quitted a district, it wal! 
reduced by the royal garrisons that he had failed to .dislodge. 
Of the castles, those only which had been in the hands of the J:.!mi!e of . 

barons when war broke out, the few that he had taken whilst
biaSU

-

pursuing J oha to Winchester, and those of the eastern counties 
which had been taken 'since John's death, were in his hands; 
these captures were the limit of his success. 

As soon as he was gone the earl of Salisbury, who had long 
been wavering', forsook him, and., with many other lords anxious 

I The court was at Oxford from the 13th to the 30th of January (Rot. 
Pat.). The council is mentioned in a writ in the Close Roll .. , i. 319. The. 
Close Rolla are full of writs ordering the restitution of the estates of the 
men who had come in and made peace, from December I216 ~?wards. 

• See Chr. Mallros. p. 194; R. Coggesh. p. 185 ; W. C()v. 11. 235· The 
earl of Salisbury and William: Marshall the younger had _lettBr\l of s",fe 
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Lewis, on bis to lind a reasonable pretext for desertion, declared himself a 
~';':.;.., finds crusader; Lewis returned but three days after the truce expired, 
declilling. to find that the younger William Marshall had joined his father, 

that the castles of Marlborough, Farnham, Winchester and 
Chichester were lost, that Mountsorel was besieged by the earl 
of Chester, and that Lincoln still presented an impregnable 
frontl. He determined that Dover must be his first object, and 
dispatched Robert Fitz-Walter with a French reinforcement to 
raise the siege of Mountsorel and strengthen the besieging force 
at Lincoln. In the first Robert was successful. The earl of 
Chester left Mountsorel, but only to join the regent who was 

Battle of advancing in full force to Lincoln. The decisive day was the
~co:"J'J7' 20th of May: after a bloody shllggle in the streets the royal 

host was completely victorious: Saer de Quincy, Robert Fitz
Walter, Richard of Montfichet, William Mowbray, Robert de 
Ros, leaders among the twenty-five, with Gilbert of Ghent, 
Lewis's new-made earl, were taken. So far as concerned the 
English, the battle of Lincoln practically ended the struggle~. 
London however was still obdurate, and Lewis had hope of 

Nav&! vic-succour from France. But even this was short-lived. On the 
tory, Aug. Of. 24th of August Hubert de Burgh completely defeated and 

destrooyed the fleet on which the only remaining hope depended. 
Lewis had already left Dover' for London. The march of the 
regent on London compelled him to come to terms: negotiations 

conduct on the 8th of December; Rot. Pat. I Hen. III (twenty-sixth 
report of the Deputy Keeper, p. 67): the earl, who had been at the council 
at Oxford in January (Rot. Claus. i. 319), had restitution of his estates 
on the 7th of March, Rot. Claus. i. 299 ; and the younger Marshall imme
diately afterwards appears in the king's service, and has custody of the 
estates of the men with whom he had just before been in alliance, such as 
Saar de Quincy; ibid. From'this moment crowds of penitents come in; 
see Rot. Claus. i. 300 sq.: Gilbert of Clare haa safe conduct, March 27; 
the earl of Warenne, who had made a truce April 16 (Foed. i. 146), comes 
in on the 5th of May. 

I Rot. Claus. i. 297. 
s W. Cov. ii. 237; R. Coggesh. p. 185. Negotiations for peace began 

before the 12th of June; Foed. i. 147; the earl of Arundel had come in on 
July 14; the constable of Chester, August 9; John Fitz-Robert, another 
of the twenty-five, July 25. After the peace, on the 17th of September, 
the oountess of Gloucester, John's divorced wife, submitted, Sept. 17; Saar 
de Quincy, Sept. 29; William of Mandeville, Oct. 4 ; Rot. Claus. i. 315-348. 
C£ Foed. i. 149-
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began at Kingston, and were completed by a treaty at Lambeth 
on the 11th of September ': on the zoth Lewis received absolu
tion from Gualo I; and on the :I 3rd the fuuiJ arrangements were 
made at Merton for his departure s. 

The treaty of Lambeth is, in practical importance, scarcely Treaty of 

inferior to the charter itself, and bespeaks an amount of sound ~:;.~!~. 
policy, honesty and forbearance on both sides, which could J2l7· 

ilcarcely have been expected after so long and bitter a contest. 
Lewis stipulates for the safety of his confederates, and the royal 
party shows no desire of vengeance. All parties alike, indi
riduals and communities, are restored to their lands, and are to 
enjoy the right customs and liberties of the realm. Prisoners 
are to be set free, and ransoms remitted under a careful arrange-
ment to prevent fraud. All who had been on Lewis's side are Genera! 

" pacification. 
to gIve assurance of fidelity to Henry by homage, oaths and 
·charters. Hostages are to be restored. Cities, boroughs, tOWD.Sj 

castles and lands that are in foreign hands, especially the Channel 
islands, are to be surrendered to the king. The Scots and Welsh, 
if they will, are to be included in the terms. Lewis releases all 
who have bound themselves to him, and swears to do' his best to 
obtain papal confirmation of the treaty'. The clergy however Hard lot of 

h . . h the clergy. 
who ad defied the papal threats were left to the mercIes df t e 
legate. Payments due to Lewis were secured, and the regent 
bound himself to pay him ten thousand marks, under the title of 
expenses, really as the price of peace G• Lewis made terms with Lewis's. 

• termsWlth 
the legate 1D another document dated on the z'7th of September·, GuaJo. 

promising & tenth of his own revenues and a twentieth of those 
of his French companions for two years towards the expense~ of 

I Foedera, i. 148; it was proclaimed on the 19th, ibid., and the absolu-
tion was confirmed by the pope on the 13th of January j ibid. 149. 

• W. Cov. ii. 239. The form is given in the Foedera, i. 143. 
• Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 203. 
• Foedera, i. 148 j W. COy. ii. 239 j M. Pa>;s, iii. 3O-3a. 
• The earl engages to pay 10,000 marks' pro bono pacis,' Royal Letters 

of Henry III (ed. Shirley),i. 'lj 'nom~ne expensarum,' W. COy. ii. 239. Of. 
Ann. Way. p. 288; Ann. Dunst. p. 51 ; P..ot. Cl. i. 376. Ann .. Mailros, p. 195, 
eay £10,000. The king also mentions a debt incurred' secundum formam 
pacis,' Rot. Cl. i. 360. That this sum was collected by a tall~e appears 
from Rot. 01. i. 457, 'tallagium quod assisum fuit in DuneWlco ad .opus 
nostrum post pacem factam inter nos et Lodovicum.' He speaks. of It as 
, magnum negotium nostrum;' Rot. 01. i. 479. • Foedera, 1. 143· 
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~d .... the crusade. The general pacification was crowned by a second 
188U8 of the. ,r C this. 
Charter, reIssue of JlLagna arm, tune accompanied by a new charter, 
Nov. 6, '''7· h C d F . hi h . t e arta. e" oresta, m w c the forest artIcles of John's 

charter were renewed and expanded. This was done on the 
6th of November1. 

The work of William Marshall's administration, the restoration 
of peace and good government, may be compared with the similar 
task undertaken by Henry II at the beginning of his reign '. 

~rot William Marshall adopted the same firm but conciliatory policy. 
~~ He showed no vindictiveness; had he done so his own son must 

have been the first to suffer. He had not to create a new 
administrative system. but only to revive and adapt one that 
had been long at work, and that wanted but little adjustment to 
present needs. He could not dispense with the aid of the legate 
or of the foreign servants of John; he could but use and regulate 
them so as to do the most good and the least harm j and he 
thus tolerated the existence of elements foreign to the consti
tution, and in their results full of difficulties to his successors. 
Hubert de Burgh had to stem the tide of these evils, and he 
overcame them, although he fell under the reaction caused by his 
own measures. William Marshall could sC8l'Cely ha.ve carried 
into effect plans which were premature even under his successor. 
The glory of his administration then is the pacification, and the 
two editions of the charter by which the stages of the pacifica-
tion are marked. • 

Distinctive The charter of 12 I 7 differs from the two earlier editions in 
~.:e several points: it does not contain the respiting clause of 12 I 6, 
"'7· .although it provides a substitute in its 46th article. reserving to 

all persons lay and cleri.cal the liberties and free customs they 
possessed before. Two new clauses form a germ of later legis-

1 Select Charters, p. 344; Statutes of the Realm (Charters), pp. 17 sq. 
These charters were sent to the sheriffs to be published and sworn at the 
county courts, Feb. n, 1218; Feed. i. 150; Rot. Claus. i. 377. 

I :By a general writ issued Sept. 29, the sheriffs were ordered to ascertain 
by jury the royal demesnes in their counties, and to take them into the 
royal hands; Rot. Claus. i. 336. On the 3rd of November the earl of 
Chester is called on to account for the counties of Lancaster, Stafford, and 
Salop; ibid. 340. These Rolls contain an enormous mass of evidence on 
the restoration of estates consequent on the peace. " 
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lation; the 39th, which directs that no freeman shan henceforth Prospecti ... 

alienate so much of his land that the residue shall be insufficient =::r... 
to furnish the legal services due to his lord, is said to. be the first = the 

legal restraint on alienation on record in this countryt,and, in 
another aspect, contaius the principle of the statute 'Quia 
Emptores;' the "3rd, forbidding the fraudulent transfer of 
lands to religious houses, stands in the same relation to the 
statute 'de religiosis.' The .. 7th clause, again, which orders 
the destruction of adulterine castles, and the 44th, which 
provides that scutages shall be taken as in king Henry's 
time', may show that in Ilome points the current of recent 
history' had been retrogressive. The .2nd article orders the 
county court to be held monthly, and the sheriff's tourn, which 
now first appears in the charters, twice a years. The same 
clause also regulates the view of frankpledge and affords the !finor . 

. first legal evidence of its general obligation. The annual tezat.OD8. 

sessions of the itinerant justices are reduced from four to one, 
and their functions are somewhat limited: this was possibly 
a concession to the feudal feeling which 'long continued hostile 
to the king's aggressive judicature. This reissue presents the Final form 

Great Charter in its final form; although frequently republished ~r. 
and confirmed, the text is never again materially altered. • 

The Charter of the Forest', put forth at the same time and in Forest 

like form, was probably no less popular or less important; for ()h&rter. 

the vast extension of the forests, with their uncertain bound-, 
aries and indefinite privileges, had brought their peculiar 

1 See Reeves, Rist. of English Law. i. 1139; Report on the Dignity of a 
Peer, t 397 sq. ' , 

• The exact force of the clause is however uncertain; i~ as may be 
thought (Report on the Dignity of a Peer, i. 79), it was to restrict the 
amount of BCutage, it was a concession on the part of the crown; if it 
means that ICUtages should be taken without asking the commune con
cilium, it was a retrograde act. The scutage taken nearly at this time was 
assessed by the commune concilium; see p. 30, note I. • 

• Thi. clause was explained and modified by Henry III in 13341 m an 
edict which direct. the holding of hundred and wapentake oourt. every 
three weeks, instead of every fortnight as had been usual under Henry II; 
Ann. Dunst. p. 140; Royal Lettero, i. 450. • 

• It is to be remembered that John iBlued no Forest Charter, as 18 
commonly stated; that given by Matthew Paris in his name is Henry's 
Charter, of u ~ 5; see M. Paris, ii. 598. . ' 
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Its import- jurisdictions and minute oppressions into every neighbourhood, 
anoo. 

Remedial 
character of 
the Foreet 
Charter. 

and "imposed on all the inhabitants of the counties in which 
they lay burdensome duties and liabilities, rivalling in number 
and cogency the strict legal and constitutional obligations 
under which they still groaned. The forest courts stood side by 
side with the county courts, the forest assizes with the sessions 
of the shire and hundred; the snares of legal chicanery, the risks 
of offence done in ignorance, lay in double weight on all. This 
charler was a great measure of relief: the inhabitants of the 
counties not living within the forests are released from the duty 
of attending the courts except on special summons 1; the forests 
made in the last two reigns are disafforested; much of the 
vexatious legislation of Heury II is annulled, and the" normal 
state of the rights of landowners adjusted to their condition at 
the time of that king's coronation. Both the charters are. sealed 
with the seals of both legate and regent s. 

The reissu.. The aged warrior, who had shared the rebellion of the younger 
:r~';..~ Henry in 1173, and had stood by his deathbecl; who had over
~n.!"!;::..act thrown the administration of William Longchamp, and joined in 
:~tive the outlawing of John; who had been in 1215 the mainstay of the 

royal party, and had seen his son the leading spirit of the oppo
sition; who had secured the crown for Henry III, by holding out 
the promises of good government which his father had broken; 
now puts forth, as a constitutional platform, the document whose 
growth and varying fortunes he had so carefully watched. 

Aetion of Honorius III saw clearly how and where he must recede from 
Honoriusm th . , f h' d h h h' sh f d' . e positIOn 0 IS pre ecessor; e too as IS are 0 cre It; 

and Gualo, who from first to last acted in close concert with 
the regent, may be pardoned if he tried to make his own profit 

Laterhlstoryout of the task. The later history of the twenty-five barons' 
:~::y.lIv.. may be briefly told: Geoffrey Man!ieville and Eustace de Vesey 

1 Cf. Royal Lette1'S, i, 360. 
s Select Charte1'S, pp. 347 sq.; Statutes (Charte1'S), pp. 20, aI. The per

ambulation ordered for the purpose of ascertaining and settling the bounda
ries of the forests was made in the summer of 1218, under writs issued at 
Leicester, July 24; Foed. i. 15 r. 

• The later history of the twenty-five is worked out by Thompson, in his 
notes on Magna Carta; but the dates given in the text are drawn from the 
contemporary writers, and supplemented ii'om Dugdale's Baro~. 
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died before John; William of Lamvalei in 121'1, the earl of Their . 

H -', d . 8 S d Q.. D· h oomparative ec ... or In IU , aer e wncy In 1219 at amletta; t eobo<;urity. 
earls of Hereford and Norfolk in 1220; Robert de Vere in 
1221; William Mowbray in 1222. Robert Fitz-Walter, who 
from the moment of his release took up the position of a good 
subject, went on the crusade, and died, long afte,.- his return, in 
1235; William of Albini in 1236. Gilbert of Clare, who became 
earl of Hertford in IUS and of Gloucester in 1226, died in 
1230, leaving a son who played a part, like that of his father 
and grandfather, under Simon de Montfort. Hugh Bigod became 
earl on his father's death, and died in 1225. John de Lacy 
became earl of Lincoln in 1232, and died in 1240; he and 
Richard de Percy both lived to act among the king's friends 
in his first constitutional difficulties. Of the whole number 
Richard of Montfichet alone, who wa.s afterwards justiciar of 
'the forests, lived to see the barons' war. The younger William 
Marshall and William of Aumale are the only two who come 
again into the bright light of history. As so often happens in 
constitutional contests, the fruit of their labours fell to the men 
who had thwarted them; their only reward was the success of 
the cause which had been won with so great a risk of their own 
destruction. 

The reign of Henry III may be regarded as really beginning B;enry'B ad." 
• VJSel'B dunng 

WIth the treaty of Lambeth. He was now ten years old: the his firBt 

leading men in the administration might reckon on ten years years. 
more of unimpeded usefulness. Langton's period of suspension 
was overt, and he had in WaIter Gray, now, and for nearly 
forty years after, archbishop of York, an experienced colleague 
in the government of the church, and, a helper of great official 
knowledge, honesty, and ability. Hubert de Burgh, the justi-
ciar, had already by, his faithfulness, by his military prowess, 
and by his wise moderation in puhlic policy, proved his fitness 
to rule. Gualo, in spite of the charges of avarice, and the 
general dislike of a legate who claimed so strong a feudal 

I Langton's sentence of suspension was removed in February I216 (M. 
Paris, ii. 648), but he was not to return to England until peace was made. 
He returned in Mil, uI8; Ann. Mailroa, p. 196. 
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position-as representing the pope, and who might call himself 
the Iring's guardian, was earnest in his support of the secular 

Rising government, and faithful to his public duties. But the diffi-
di1I!culti ... 

culties of the situation were such as might have proved fatal 
. Tho foreign to far stronger· men. The necessity of securing immediate 
adventurers. pea~e had forclld the regent to tolerate the retention, by John's 

personal favourites, of an amount of power which could not 
safely be trusted to any section of the baronage, much less to a 
class of adventurers who were viewed with distrust and jealousy 
by all. Some of these were still numbered in ilie inner circle 
of the king's advisers. 

~=Dj!~ The measures for securing the position ?f the young king, the 
tion of tho execution of the remedial enactments of the charters, the exac-
.... 1 of Pom· • f d h fr he broke. tion 0 the ue omages om t barons who had not yet pre-

sented themselves in person, from the king of Scots and from the 
prince and lords of Wales, occupie!l the few remaining months 
of the earl Marshall's life. He seems,. in the measures taken 
for raising money, to have acted strictly with the counsel BInd 
consent of the common council of the realm 1. One· of his last 
public acts was to induce that council to issue a provision, that 
no charter, letters patent of confirmation, alienation,. sale or gift, 
or any other act that implied perpetuity,. should be sealed with 
the great seal before the king reached full age. This must 
have been done soan after Michaelmas 1218 s, probably on 

1 The Rolls contain evidence of the ways in which money was raised in 
1217 and 1218 :-(1) June 7, 1217, the king mentions a hidage, ca.rucage, 
and aid, • quod de praecepto nostro &8sisum est: Rot. Claus. i. 310. (2) 
The Pope, July 8,1217, orders an aid to be granted by the prelates; Roy&!. 
Letters, i. 533. (3) Jan. 9,1218, Henry mentions a ca.rucage and hidage, 
• quod aSBisum fuit per consilium regni nosm;' Rot. Claus. i. 348. (4) 
Henry mentions a scutage of two marks on the fee, • quod exegimus' (Jan. 
17), and' scutagium de omnibus feodis militum quae de nobis tenet in 
capite. quod ultimo &8sisum fuit per commune consilium regni noBtri' (Jan. 
24), ibid. 349; of. ii. 87. As the orders for the collecting this scutage 
were issued Feb. n. the same day on which the writs for proclaiming the 
charters are dated (Rot. Claus. i. 377), it would seem certain that it was 
granted by the assembly in which the charters were renewed, and that 
thus, &!.though the constitution&!. articles were omitted, they were so far 
observed. Besides these, taJIages are mentioned; ibid. 359. 364, 370, &c. 

. • Foedera, i. 152; between Oct. 7, 1218, and Feb. 24. 1219; Ann. 
Waverley. p. 291; Rot. Claus. i. 381. The Ann&!.s of Waverley, p. 290, 
mention a reissue of the charters at Michaelmas, awed by both the arch· 
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November 5, on which day the king's ·sea.1 was first nsed; 
and in an assembly in which it is said that the charters were 
again confirmed. Immediately after this Gualo returned to DeC" 
Rome, Pandulf, who was already too well known in England, of ualo. 

being his BucceB80r. Early in the spring of I219 the regentDeethofth: 
died, to the great regret of the whole nation 1. . r;:::J~~9-Ma'I 

171. We have no record of any arrangement made to supply Peter dee 

his place. It had been proposed to. the pope, in 1217, that the !"'tl::~. 
earl of Chester should be nominated as his colleague 2, but hegua.rdian. 
was n6t chosen as his successor. Henry remained under the 
care of the bishop Peter of Winchester; but that ambitious 
prelate did not venture to call himself' rector regis et regni: 
nor did Pandulf assert any such right on behalf of his master. 
The personal pre-eminence which had been allowed to the earl 
Marshall seems to have been inherited by the justiciar, although 

'Q1e writs which had been hitherto. attested by the regent' as the 
, .ngs representative were freqnently from this time attested 
by Bishop Peter. The bishop's functions were probably those of 
the king's personal guardian and president of the royal council. 
His policy was to support the foreign inftu!lnces, which it was B~ peculiar 

the great aim of Langton and the justiciar to eliminate. _ The policy. 
amicable relations which had subsisted under the earl Marshall 
were for a short time maintained; the crusade called away many 
of the leaders in the late quarrel, and the specific policy of the 
government could not be at once reversed. The second COl'ona- ==tioD of 
tion of Henry, which was performed on the 17th May 1220sHODr'J,May 

17,Uao. 

bishopa and by Gualo. No original charter of this issue is known to be 
. eo:tant, and possibly the statement is a mistake. 

1 He died May 14 (Ann. Waverley, p. 291), and was buried on the 
morrow of the Ascension, May 17; R. Coggesh. p. 187. Gualo left on the 
23rd of November, 1318; Pandulfarrived on Dec. 3; R. Coggeeh.p. 186. 

• July 8, Ul7 ; Royal Letters, i. 532. In the statement of the charges 
against Hubert de Burgh, made in the twenty-third year of Henry III 
(M. Paris, ed. Luard, vi. 64), the king's agent says that, after the earl 
Marshall's death, the legate Gualo was, 'de communi consensu et pro
visione totius regni,' 'primus consiliarius et principalis totius regni.A:n
gliae.' This is impossible, and it shows how very soon the very order of 
events was forgotten, A council, to be held on June 16, had been called 
before the earl'e death (Royal Letters, i. 27) i possibly something was 
done in it. 

I W. Cov • .ii .. 244: the coronation oath was renewed, • scilicet quod 
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by the archbishop at Westminster, was regarded as typical of 
the full restoration of peace and good' government. The young 
king renewed his coronation oaths and received the diadem of 

Pandults S. Edward. Shortly after the primate went to Rome, and 
odeparture. obtained a promise from the pope 1 that, afte~ the expiration of 

Pandulf:S legation, no successor should be appointed, at least 
during Langton's life; the legate resigned his commission at 
midsummer 1221 I. 

Character of 
the work of 
Hubert de 
Burgh. 

As William Marshall's work was to restore the administrative 
system, that of Hubert was to replace the working of that 
system in English hands; his victory was no easy one. The 
formal homages paid at the coronation were to be followed by 
the resumption into the hands of th~ government of the royal 
casUes which were still held by the lords to whom John had 
entrusted them. The barons swore to enforce the surrender, on 
the day after the coronation '. The measure was one of ordinary 
prudence j it had been frequently practised by Henry II, and by 

Resumption John himself, and was now enforced by a papal mandate '. The 
~':~~I::;" men who professed to be devoted to Henry III had no justifica

tion in resisting. They determined however to resist, and, at the 
instigation of the bishop of Winchester, to allege as their excuse 
their distrust of the justiciar, a cry which they so pertinaciously 
raised as ultimately to draw into their schemes men of ex
perience and independent position, who had no other ground of 

P~formsd syIl!.pathy with them. The chiefs of the party were, as migh~ = be expected, William of AumaIe, Falkes de Breaute, and Peter 

ecclesiam Dei tueretur, f&Cemque tam cieri quam populi, et bonas regni 
legel custodiret illaesas. 

1 Ann. Dunst. p. 74. 
• July 19; 'cessit legationi BtIas ex mandato domini papas;' M.Westm., 

p. 280; cf. Ann. Dunst. p. 75; Ann. Waverley, p. 295: 's. legationis 
officio revocatur;' Cont. Flor. Wig. p. 173. 

• W. Cov. ii. 2#; Ann. Dunst. p. 57. 
I The papal letter ordering the prelates to surrender the royal castles 

is dated May 26,1220; Royal Letters, i. 535: on May 28, Honorius 
directed that no one should hold more than two castles; ibid. i. 12I; 

Foed. i. 160: on the 9th of August, Henry ordered the sheriffs to inquire 
what demesnes were in John's hands at the beginning of the war; Rot. 
Claus. i. 437. In 1221, April 29, HonoriuB ordered the resumption of 
escheats that had been alienated; Foed. i. 167. A general inquiry into the 
rights which John had possessed at the beginning of the war was ordered 
by Henry, Jan. 30, 1223, Foed. i. 168; and April 9, Rot. Cl. i. 569. 
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de Mauley; with them was a. number of minor leaders, such as 
Philip Mark, Engelard of Cigognies, and Gerard of Athies, who 
had been proscribed by the charter of Runnymede, but had 
contrived during the succeeding hostilities to maintain and 
strengthen their ~sition.l. Ralph de Gaugi as early as I2I8 UneasYBtate 

had refused to surrender Newark, until he was besiegeq by the ~::rr. 
regent '. William of Aumale in 12 I 9 had been declared to be Contumacy 

in rebellion for attending a prohibited tournament, and was then ~~ 1:,~&:. . 
fortifying Sauvey'. Now, following the example of his grand-
father, who had refused to admit Henry II into Scarborough, he 
declined to surrender Sauvey and Rockingham; and the young 
king immediately after the coronation was brought up with 
an armed force to demand admittance. Assisted by the men ofms castl .. 

• taken in 
the county, who were called together as of old, he frightened the June, 1220. 

garrisons into flight, and took both castles'; but after Christ- He re!olte 
early m 1221. 

nias the earl renewed the quarrel, collected forces at Biham and 
seized Fotheringay, a. castle of the earl of Huntingdon, whence, 
with an assumption of feudal or royal style, worthy of the days 
of Stephen, he issued letters patent granting safe conduct to 
traders moving from one to another of his castles 6. Vigorous 
action was taken against him; Pandulf excommunicated him, 
and the earl of Chester, who, having just returned from the 
crusade, was not yet implicated in the design against Hubert, 
threw himself zealously into the king's cause. The council ofTheoeutage 
t~e kingdom granted a Bcutage of ten shillings 8 on the knigh~'s of Biham. 

fee, and before the end of February Biham was dismantled and 
the earl a fugitive suing for pardon. The alarm however was 
80 great that the pope on the 29th of April wrote to urge the 
bishops to apply themselves to enforce peace 7• 

1 M. Pari., iii. 33. • lb. iii. 33; Ann. Dunst. p. 54; Rot. Cl. i. 379. 
• Royal LeUers, i. 57; Rot. Claus. i. 434. 
, June 28, 1220; M. Paris, iii. 59. The force w .... composed of 'tam 

paupere. quam divites ex ilIo comitatu;' W. COy. ii. 245. See Ann. Dunst. 
p.60. 

• W. COy. ii. 247; Royal Letters, i. 168. See Rot. Claus. i. «8, 450. 
I The 'Scutagium de Biham;' Rot. Claus. i. 458, 465, 475. Biham was 

taken Feb. 8; M. Paris, iii. 61. See Ann. Dunst. p. 6+ The expenses of 
the siege are noted in Rot. Claus. i. 453. 

• 'Cum, sicut audivimus, gravis guerra in regno Angliae incipiat pullu
lare;' Foed. i. 167; Royal Letters, i. 114. 

VOL. u. D 
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Peter des The resignation of Pandulf t, the return of Langton, and the 
Rooheegoee 
abroad. defeat of his friend, had now weakened the position of Peter 

des Roches; he determined to join the crusade, but, finding that 
Damietta was already'lost, contented himself,with a pilgrimage 
to Compostella. His absence did not however insure peace. 

~in The year 1222 opened with still more alarming auguries. At 
WhitBuntide . Peter de Mauley and Engelard de Athies were 
arrested and compelled to surrender their castles s; and in 

The earl of 
Chester 
joins the . 
opposition. 

June the earl of Derby was ordered to surrender Bolsover and 
the Peak 8. The disaffection which had begun with William 
of Aumale showed itself in another direction, and now the 
earl of Chester deigned to be the spokesman of the malcontents. 
But the prompt intervention of the archbishop met the diffi
culty: a threat of excommunication seconded by argument and 
persuasion silenced the earl, who however from this time ranked 
himself among Hubert's enemies '. 

!d~oUI8 The next outbreak was in 1223. In the April of that year 
in 1223 to Honorius ITl declared Henry, although not yet of age, competent 
recover the . 
royalcastl ... to govern, and issued letters to the barons charging them to 

obey 6. At the close of the year Hubert, having just completed 
a successful campaign in Wales·, thought himself strong enough 
to act upon this mandate; and the earl of Chester, William of 
AumaIe and Falkes de Breaute, attempted to anticipate him. 
Disappointed in a design for seizing the Tower of London, they 
encamped at Waltham, and sent to the king demanding the 
dismissal of the justiciar. A discussion took place in the royal 

1 The particular circumstances of Pandulf'B resignation are detailed by 
Dr. Shirley in the preface to the Royal Letters, vol. i i and Pearson, Hist. 
Eng. ii. 136. 

• Ann. Dunst. p. 6S. • June 27; Rot. Claus. i. 502. 
• W. Cov. ii. 251. 
G April 13; Bee Royal Letters, i. 430; M. Paris, iii. 79; Ann. Dunst. 

p. 83. Curiously enough the bull of Gregory IX, to the same effect 
(Foed. i. 190). is dated April 13, 1227. By another letter, Nov. 20, 1223, 
the pope permits Henry to leave the castles in the hands of their present 
holders i Royal Letters, i. 539. Dr. Shirley has collected the notices of 
changes in the holders of castles and counties between Nov. IS, 1223, and 
Maroh n, 1224; in Royal Letters, i. 50S sq. 

• For this a scutage, the scutage of Montgomery, was taken, two marks 
on the fee, and a great ta.llage from the towns. See Rot. Claus. i. 565.57°, 
553; ii. 34, &C. 
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presence, Hubert answering for himself and denouncing the Resistahoe 

bishop of Winchester as the secret prompter of the disturbance 1. C;"~.,P~ 
L . d' t d, d" I 'Ii' k 1 des Roche .. angton agalD me la e an ... orma. reconCl ation too pace 
at Christmas at Northampton. Six months after, Falkes de Outb"",k ~f 

Breaute' drew down upon himself the final storm. This clever ~~~te~ in 

adventurer was a Norman refugee, who had devotedly attached 1224· 

himself to John. John had repaid his services with lavish 
munificence. Soeriffdoms, wardships, escheats, castles, were 
showered upon him; he was married to the countess of Wight 
and Devon, was executor of John's will, a chief counsellor hi 
Henry's court, and, just before the outbreak, was sheriff of six 
counties'. He no doubt had the confidence of Peter des Roches, 
and held the strings of the confederation against Hubert. His 
fall, however, was caused, not by defeat in a deliberate conflict of 
parties, but by a subordinate mcident m his career of aggression. 
He had entrusted the castle of Bedford U; his brother William, 
who in the insolence of power arrested and imprisoned one of 
the royal judges itinerant whilst they were mquiring mto his 
misdomgs. Hubert, who probably had been watchmg for hisBiegeof 
opportunity, and who with the kmg was at Northampton at the Bedford. 
time, besieged Bedford at Midsummer, and took it on the 14th 

• Ann. Dunst. p. 83; M. Paris, iii. 83; Royal Letters, i. 225. Matthew 
. Pari. mentions amongst the malcontents the earl of Chester, William of 

AumaIe, the constable of Chester, Falkes de Breaute, Philip Mark, and 
even William Cantilupe. 

• There is a great mass of information on the history of Falkes de 
Breaute. He was, it would seem, secretly supported by Peter des Roches, 
and was used if not supported by the earl of Chester and others, as the 
leader of opposition to the justiciar. He had negotiated with the Welsh 
aud also with France. But it is difficult to distinguish between the true 
statements and the mere suspicions about him, and in some instances mere 
.political sympathy was probably construed as connivance. The annals of 
Tewkesburydescribe him in 1219 as 'plusquam rex in Anglia;' p.64. His 
position was no doubt complicated by private quarrels with the Marshalls, 
against whom he intrigued with the Welsh. But, when he left England, he 
declared with tears that he had acted throughout at the instigation of the 
great men of the realm; M. Paris, iii. 94. See Ann. Waverley, p. 300 ; 
W. Cov. ii. 253 sq.; Prynne's Records, &c.; Shirley, Royal Letters; and 
Luard, Relations between England and Rome under Henry III. 

a He was ordered to surrender Bedfordshire, Bucks, Cambridgeshire, and 
Hnntingdonshire, Jan. 18, 1224; Rot. Claus. i. 581. June 9, at Dnnstable 
he was convicted of thirty-five acts of disseisin; Ann. Dunst. p. 90; Henry 
in a letter to the pope says sixteen, Royal Letters, i. 325. See too Rot. 
ClaUI. i. 619, 655. 

DZ 
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of August 1. The garrison was hanged; l!'alkes threw himself 
on the king's mercy and was allowed to leave the kingdom. 
He went to Rome and there prevailed on Honorius to write 
a somewhat touching letter of intercession to the king 2, but was 

His import- not suffered to return. The importance of his position, and the 
&Doe. great constitutional significance of his humiliation, is shown by 

the fact that the earls and barons, as well as prelates, of the 
whole province of Canterbury, joined to grant a Qarucage towards 
the expenses of the struggle s, and that the pope regarded him as 

The power of worthy of his protection. His fall crowned for the moment the 
~~: power of Hubert; it extinguished the influence of the foreigners. 
~~:'J.e who had been imported by John, and reduced the bishop of 
122

4. Winchester to political insignificance~. The recurrence of like 
influences in the later years of Henry was due to other causes. 

Threats of The recent expenses were not sufficiently met by the caru-
war with· 
France. cage, and new ones were already incurred. Lewis VIII, who 

succeeded Philip II in 1223, had laid hold on Poictou, and 
great part of the year 1224 was devoted to planning an ex
pedition to recover the last remnant of Eleanor's inheritance. 
Up to this time taxation had not been heavy; and, although 
the constitutional articles of the charter were unconfirmed, they 

Incre ... of had been practically acted upon 5. Besides the scutage of 12 I 8, 
taxation. 

a carucage of two shillings had been taken at the coronation of 

1 M. Paris, iii. 89 j <lont. Flor. Wig. p. 174. 
• W.Cov. ii. 212 sq. He had a.lrea.dy written strong letters in his favour 

before he knew of his surrender j Royal Letters, i. 543 sq. 
• A earuca.ge was made by the prelates for themselves, their tenants and 

their rustics j Foed. i. 175 j W. Cov. ii. 254,255 j Ann. Dunst. p. 86. The 
grant was half a mark on the carueate of demesne, two shillings on the 
carueate from tenants, and two labourers from each hide, to work the 
engines: on the latter point. see Rot. Claus. i. 655. The payment by the . 
lay barons is mentioned by Matthew Paris, iii. 88 j Rot. Claus. i. 640 j and 
there was a scutage coinciding with the scutage of Bedford, two marks on 
the fee, which the tenants-in-chief paid to the king, but which the king 
allowed them to exact from their tenants j M. Paris, iii. 88. . 

• The bishop was summoned, Sept. 28, to appear before the king at West
minster in three weeks, to account (quo waranto) for the essans and pur
prestures made in the forests of Hampshire j Rot. Claus. i. 655. On the 
18th of January, 1225, the pope wrote to remonstrate with Henry for 
hindering the bishop's proposed visit to Rome j Royal Letters, i. 218 j and 
it is clear that he was regarded as prompting all the attacks on Hubert j 
ibid. p. 224. • See above, p. 30, note I. 
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1220 1, and a BCutage of ten shillings after the capture of Biham '; 
one of two marks for the Welsh war in 1223, and one of a like 
amount for the siege of Bedford: in 1219 the clergy·, and in 
1223 the whole population had been called on to contribute 
to the crusade·. But now a much larger supply was needed, The charte ... 

and when the justiciar, at the Christmas court of 1224, demanded :~~ 
a fifteenth of all moveables, he was met by a petition for the ::.~, 
reconfirmation of the charters. They had been twide confirmed ~:~. ", 
aince the last edition, in 1218 and 1223". They were now re-
issued with no material alteration·, but with a change in the 
enacting words. Instead of the 'counsel' of the barons, which 
had hitherto formed part of the moving clause, Henry III issues 
the charters' spontanea et bona volunt&te nostra,' and the mag-
nates, whose names had been before recounted as counselling and 
consenting, now appear as witnesses. The change was 'probably Change in 

. d d k h bli' b' di H h the words mten e to ma e t e.o gabon more ill ng on enry, WOof the 

had been declared old enough to act for himself; but it must Chartoer. 

be acknowledged that Hubert, in trying to bind the royal con-
science, forsook the normal and' primitive form of legislative 
enactment, and opened the way for a claim on the king's part 
to legislate by sovereign authority without 'counsel or consent. 
The condition on w~ich the grant is made is openly stated: for 
the concession of the two charters, the archbishops, bishops, 
abbots, priors, earls,.barons, knights, freeholders, an4 all persons 
of the realm, give the fifteenth of all moveables. A careful 

I Ann. Winton, p. 83; Ann. Waverley, p. 293; Ann. Dunst. p. 60; 
Select Charters. p. 35 I. • See above, p. 33; 

• The general tax of a twentieth ordered by the Lateran council; Ann. 
Theoke.sb. p. 64; Ann. Osney, p. 80; R. de S. Germano, p. 47. 

• 'Provisum est at concessum coram nobis et consilio nostro praesentibus 
.Archiepiscopo Cantnariae, episcopis, comitibns, baronibns et magnatibns 
nostris de communi omnium voluntatej' Rot. Clans. i. 516, 567. 'Pro
visum est communi consilio regni;' an earl was to pay three marks, a baron 
one, a knight a shilling, and each householder a penny; W. Cov. ii. 252 ; 
Ann. Dunst. p. 67; Ann. Waverley, p. 296; where however it is ~ated 
that the tax was never paid. It was unpaid in Dec. 1223; Rot. Claus .•. 630 • 

• See p. go, note 2. The confirmation in January 1223 is mentioned by 
Matthew Paris, iii. 76; who describes a dispute between Langton who WaB 

urging, and Willia.m Briwere who opposed, the act. It WaB closed by ~h~ 
king's declaration, 'omnes illas libertates jnravinlus et omnes astrict. 
8umus ut quod juravimus obBervemus.' 

• Select Charters, p. 353; Statutes of the Realm (Charters), pp. 22-25· 



Conatitutional HiatoTlJ. [CHAP. 

scheme was at the same time drawn out for the assessment of 
the grant, aud its collection by local machinery 1: a survey of 
the forests, by twelve legal men chosen by the counties, was 

Grant by a necessary supplement B: and finally the clergy were moved, by 
the clergy. 

a. papal and archiepiscopal mandate, to add a voluntary vote s, 
, making a virtue of necessity,' from the property which was not 

Amount of assessed to the fifteenth. The exact amount, raised by the 
money 
raised. fifteenth, ~s calculated to be 86,758 marks and twopence '. 

Great sums were also borrowed from the bishops, and extorted 
from the Jews. The money .was collected by special justices 
assigned for the purpose, and placed in the castles of Win
chester and Devizes. It did not pass through the hands of the 
sheriffs except for transmission, and does not appear. in the 
usual form in the Pipe Rolls. 

~e expedi. The expedition equipped at this great cost was placed under 
~:, 1225. the command of the king's brother Richard, and his uncle 

William of Salisbury. It was so far ·successful that Gascony 
was again secured, but it had the further result of reopening 
England to the influx of foreign adventurers. After the first 
victories the war languished; the death of the earl of Salisbury, 
the prosecution by Lewis VIII of his war against Toulouse, 
and his death in November 1226, led to a succession of truces 
which lasted for three years. 

Demands The year 1226 witnessed the first of those exorbitant demands 
mode by the •• 
pope in 1226. on the part of the pope whIch, next to the mfl.uence of the. 

aliens, were the great cause of Henry's later troubles. A special 
envoy, Otho, was sent to ask that in every cathedral and 
collegiate church one prebend should be assigned to papal uses, 
an equal revenue from the episcopal e~tate, and a proportionate 
sum from each of' the monasteries. The demand was a. general 

1 Select Charters. p .• ~55; Foed. i. 177; Rot. Claus. ii. 21. 
S M. Paris, iii. 91, 93. Order for the proclamation of the Charters was 

given Feb. 16; Rot. Claus. ii. 70: May 1; ibid. 73. An inquest into the 
liberties and free customs confirmed by the Charter was directed July 8 i 
Rot. Claus. ii. 48. 

• Ann. Dunst. p. 39; W. COY. ii. 357; rut sio necessitatem transferant 
in virtutem.' The clerical grant was made in u26 i see p. 39. note 2. 

• Liber Ruber: see Hunter's Three Catalogues, p. 32 i Rot. Claus. ii. 40, 
45. 70, 71, 73· 
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one, based on the plea that the court of Rome might reduce the 
expenses of litigation 1. In France it was successfully resisted 
by a council at Bourges; in England the king refused to admit 
it without the consent of the magnates, and forbade them to 
bind their lay fees in any liability to the pope. The proposal The baroDa 

eli d • 'Is h Id J d A il and biahOI" was scusse 10 counCl e on anuary 13 an pr 13, evade the 
and a formal answer was returned, which saved the nation's demand. 
credit at the expense of her dignity; whatever other kingdoms 
might do, England was freed from such an exaction by her 
tribute paid annually under the terms of John's submission". 

Henry now considered himself of age to govern, as the pope Heng de-
• termmesto 

had declared. He was not yet twenty, but he was tired of the emancipate 
himself 

tuteIsge of Peter des Roches, and was no doubt prompted by Jan. I2~7' 

Hubert to throw off the yoke. Accordingly, in a council at 
Oxford in January 1227 s, he announced that from henceforth 
he should regnlate the affairs of the realm by himself. Hubert 
continned to be justiciar, and was made earl of Kent; the 
bishop went on crusade, and stayed away until 1231. The 
new pope, Gregory IX, renewed in April the letters issued by 
Honorius in 1223, recognising the king's competency'. 

On the occasion of his majority, Henry first showed hOWHeorde ... aU 

lightly his constitutional obligations sat upon him. The ordi-Eir~g, 
lIanC8 made in 12 I 8, by which until he came of age he was re- min';!;~.~ 
strained from making grants in perpetuity, was now interpreted be reeealed. 

to imply the nullity of all charters sealed during the minority, 
and on the 21st of January', 1227, by the common counsel of the 

1 W. Cov. ii. 279. The \femand was based on a papal bull (Super -9' 
JerU6(Jlem), dated Jan •• 8, 12'5; ibid. p. 274; Marlene, Thesaurus, i. 
9'2; Wilkins, Couc. i. 558; M. Paris, m. 10', 103, 105 sq. 

Wilkins, i. 559; W. Cov. ii. 279. The annals of Dunstable say that 
t he province of Canterbury refused to make the concession without the 

. consent of the patrons, and the authority of a general council, p. 99; Ann. 
Osney, p. 66; M. Paris, iii. 109. This was in the council of April 13. This 
year the inferior clergy, after consultation in their dioceses, granted to the 
king a sixteenth of their ecclesiastical revenue in a council held oct. 13; 
see Wilkins, Cone. i. 605; Royal Letters, i. '99; Ann. Wykes and Osney, 
pp. 67, 68; Rot. Claus. ii. 143. . 

I M. Paris, m. 13.: who places the event in February; but the king 
himself mentions the council at Oxford, in his writ of Jan"I; Rot. Claus. 
ii. '07; and he was at Oxford only on Jan. 8-10. . • • 

• 'Scias quod per commune consilium Archiepiscopi CantUarJensls, ~pl. 
lICOpornm. abbatum, comitum. baronum et aliorum magnatum et :fi.delium 
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kingdom, he issued letters directing that all who had received 
such charters should apply for their renewal. The renewal was, 
according to Matthew Paris, to be purchased at a valuation fixed 

The forest by the justiciar 1. It was for the moment uncertain whether the 
~=bJ!d charters of the forests, and even the great charter of liberties, 
:.:. endan· might not be included in the same repudiation. The historia~ 

asserts that the former were annulled 9, and the Close Rolls 
contain letters of February 9, by which the disafi'orestments 
of Lincoln, Rutland, Leicester, Nottingham, Cambridge, and 

Money Huntingdon were set aside s. But the declaratioD,' seems merely 
r&ised by 
this means. to have been a contrivance for raising money; £100,000 was 

obtained by the repurchase of the grants imperilled'; a tallage 
was asked of the towns and demesne lands of the crown G, and 
the charters remained in force, although the partial disafi'orest
ments were made a ground of complaint by the earls 6. If the 
king intended his threat to be more than a sign of emancipa
tion and self-confidence, the influence of the justiciar probably 
hindered him from acting further upon it. ' 

~:':~ulte At the termination of the king's minority, the machinery of 
of the the government might be expected to rid itself of all ,the tempo
minority of 
Henry lL rary expedients which the tutelage of the roral person had made 

necessary. In most respects it did so; but the period leaves 
its mark on the framework, and even on the theory, of the 
government. It is from this point that we first distinctly trace 
the action of an inner royal council, distinct from the curia 
regis as it existed under Henry II, and from the common 
council of the realm. The king's personal advisers begiri to 

nostrorum providimus nuper apud Oxoniam quod de cetero cartas et con- . 
firmationes Bub sigillo nostro fieri faciamus ;' Rot. Claus. ii. 207. 

1 M. Paris, iii. 123. 

• Ibid. See the ,·emarks of Dr. Pauli, Gesch. v. Engl. iii. 564, and 
Lingard, ii. 196. 

• Rot. Claus. ii. 169. The reason given is that the knights employed 
had misunderstood their oommission. 

• Hardy, preface to the Rotuli Cartarum, pp. v, vi. 
a The writs were issued Feb. 16, 1227; Rot. Claus. ii. 171; but the 

matter had been on foot as early as Nov. 3, 1226; ibid. ii. 204; the tallage 
is mentioned in the annals of Tewkesbury; but very large remissionS in it 
were made; Rot. ClauB. ii. 180 sq.; and each man was to be taxed • per se 
secundum facultatem,' Jan. 30; ibid. ii. a08. 

• See p. 42. 
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have a recognised position as a distinct and organised body, of Gro..:u. of 

which the administrative officers, the judges, and other ministers :"w!':tg'a 
of state and household, form only a part. The growth and func-
tions of this body must be discussed in another chapter; the 
political imporlance of what may be regarded either as a new 
element in the state or as a new embodiment of an old principle, 
becomes more and more marked as we proceed, and as the changes 
in the character of royalty and its relations to the three estates 
are gradually developed. Another point of like significance Claim to 

comes also into light: as BOon as the constitutional disputes of~~t 
the reign begin, the common council of the realm claims the state. 

right of nominating or confirming the nomination of the great 
officers of state, the justiciar, the chancellor, and the treasurer. 
In preVious times, although new appointments would no doubt A ~w claim. 

be announced in the meetings of the great council, there is no 
trace of such a claim. During the minority it is not unlikely 
that that assembly was formally consulted: Hubert de BurgI]. 
may have been continued in the justiciarship by the same body 
that conferred" the regency on William Marshall; we are 
distinctly told that Ralph Neville received the chancellorship 
and the great seal in 1226 by the' assent' and' by the common 
counsel' of the kingdom 1, on the understanding that he should 
not be removed except by the same authority; and in 1236 he 
refused to resign his office without a requisition from the body 
that had appointed him. It is probable then that the eventsPoooib~ 
of Henry's minority had a considerable effect· in creating the ~~.:,. 
idea of limited monarchy, which almost ~mediately springs ~o~y. 
into existence. It is at all events not improbable that the con
stitutional doctrine that the king can d() n() wrong, and that 
his ministers are responsible t() the nation, sprang up whilst 
the king was a. child, and the choice of his ministers was actually 
determined by the national counpil. 

172. Hubert's administration lasted for five years longer, and ~'!n~.:r~ 
he was able during this time to exercise a directing power in tion, 1227-

1232. 

1 M. Paris, iii. t40 3~; M. WestIn. p. ~81. The grant by.which the 
appointment was made for life, Feb. 12, I 227, does not mention th1B; Madox, 
HiBt. Exch. p. 43. . 
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the state, although hampered by Henry's interference even more 
than he had been by the hostility of Peter des Roches. He had 
in fact to hold himself responsible not only for his own strong 
measures, but for the Iring's imprudences i nor is it easy, in the 
somewhat hostile narrative of the contemporary writers, to dis-

~e .earls tinguish the one from the other 1. The rising of the earls in July 
rise m favour • • 
of. earl 1227, by whlch Henry was compelled to make a .large proVl-
Richard. sion for his brother Richard s, and to restore the forest charters, 

may have been provoked by the economy of the justiciar; the 
failure in the Welsh war of 1228 can hardly be attributed to 

Hubert trioe anything but the inexperience of the king. Hubert's foreign 
to keep the I' f b' b hI his dis f jringathome. po lCY was one 0 peace, ut It was pro a y trust 0 

Henry's firmness of purpose that led him to oppose .the design of 
a Gascon campaign in 1229. This distrust was justified by the 
events of 1230, when Henry, having landed in Brittany and 
overrun Poictou, returned to England to raise supplies. A scutage 
of three. marks was granted, notwithstanding the opposition of 
the clergy s; but a truce for three years was concluded almost 
immediately, and the war was not resumed for ten years. 

HI. poeition Many circumstances combined to make the position of the 
is gradually 
ohakan. justiciar difficult. On the 9th of July, 1228, he lost his most 

able and honest coadjutor, Archbishop Langton; the man who 
more than any other had helped to give form and consistency 
to the constitutional growth, and had also staved off difficulties 

1 He was 'consmariuB, immo concilium et quasi cor regis,' Ann. Mar
gan, p. 39; 'regis et .regni rector et pro libito dispositor et dispensator,' 
Ann. Waverley, p. 3II. 

• M. Paris, iii. 133-125. The earls were those of Pembroke, Chester, 
Gloucester, Warwick, Warenne, Hereford, and Ferrers: the king made 
the required concessions August 2 at Northampton. Writs were issued 
August 21 at Abingdon; Rot. Claus. ii. 197. The quarrel originated in an 
attempt of Richard to dispossess Waleran Ie Tyes, a mercenary of John's, 
of a castle which the late king had given him. 

• See Royal Le~ters, i. 394; M. Paris. iii. 200. C Dixerunt quod non 
tenentur viri ecclesiastici judicio laicorum, cum ab~que illis concessum 
fuisset scutagium in finibus transmarinis.' They accepted however tbe 
king's promise that it should not be made a precedent. This appears in the 
Pipe Rolls in 1231. as • Scutagium Piotaviae post primam transfretationem 
regis i' a similar tax had been raised in preparation for the expedition in 
1330. 'Scutagium de primo passagio regis in Britanniam,' also at three 
marks; Rot. Pip. Ann. 14,15. There was a scutage of two marks in 1229, 
'Scutagium de Kery,' for the Welsh campaign in 1338. 
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with the papacy. Honorius III had died the year before, and 
Gregory IX took immediate advantage of the removal of Lang
ton's in1luence. In 1229 he demanded a tenth of all property 
for the war against the emperor '. A great assembly of tenants- The clergy 

in-chief was held at Westminster on the 29th of April; the '::g,:,,::~ed 
tenth to the 

earls and barons, led by the Earl of Chester, opposed the grant; pope; n09-

the king assented in silence; he had pledged himself by his 
proctors at Rome to agree to the impost, in order. to obtain 
the confirmation of his nominee to the primacy; and from 
the clergy the tax was. rigidly collected s. Master Stephen, the Hubert en-

I 11 k d u1. . . R' courag .. tho pope s co ector, provo e a pop ar nsmg; an antl- oman oppooition 

league 8 was formed, with the connivance, it was thought, of to the pope. 

the justiciar, and the papal agents were insulted and ill-treated. 
Henry, whose devotion to the papacy was the most permanent 
result of his education, if not also the strongest feeling of which 
he was capable " began from this time to look on Hubed with 
aversion. He was only saved by the interposition of his personal Fall of 

enemy, the earl of Chester, from being disgraced because of his :=.~ I~;'. 
opposition to the Gascon war. The king, himself suspicious, 
listened to every one who was jealous of Hubert's greatness, or 
.who had suffered under his strong hand. He was, however, far 
too useful to be dismissed until a substitute was provided. In 
July 12 3 2 he fell: with his fall Henry's own administration of 
government begins, and the history of the next six-and-twenty 

I M. Paris, iii. 169, ,86, describes this as a general impost; but all the 
other authorities refer it to the clergy only; Ann. Theokesb. p. 73; Ann. 
Burton, p. 245; Ann. Winton, p. 85; Ann. Waverley, p. 3°5; Ann. Dunst • 
. }lp. 114, 125; Ann. Osney, p. 70. 

• Ann. Theokesb. p. 77. 
I Ann. Burton, p. 239; Ann. Dunst. p. 129: 'per conspirationem quo

rundam clericorum et laicorum machin .. tum est ut per quosdam satellites 
blad .. Romanorum violenter excussa venderentur; et cum per b"llivos regis 
tali .. fraesumentes arguebantur, ostenderunt litteras p .. tentes ipsills justi. 
tiarii. A papal inquiry was m .. de into the matter by the bishop of Win
chester and the abbot of St. Edmund's, and the names of the offenders sent 
to Rome; Ann. Dunst. P.130. The letter directing this is in the Foed. i. 
104; dated June 7, 1232. Cf. M. Paris, iii, 218. 

• See the letter of Grosseteste to the Pope, Epistt. pp. 338, 339. Henry 
declares himself bound more closely to the Roman church than .. ny ?th,;r 
prince; • cum enim essemus orb .. ti patre, .. dhuc in minore aetate .COnstltutl, 
regno nDBtro non solum .. nobis .. verso sed et nobis .. dversante, Ipsa ~a~er 
nost ... Romana ecclesia .••• idem regnum ad nostram pacem et subJectl<>
~em revocavit ..• .' 
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years is a continuous illustration of the king's insincerity and 
incapacity. 

Hubert had done a great work. Following in the footsteps 
of William Marshall, he had taken a middle path between the 
feudal designs of the great nobles and the despotic theories of 
John which· had still some support among the old officials of 
the court. In so doing he had found himself adopting for the 
most part the principles of the barons of Runnymede. He had 
attempted to govern England for English interests, husbanding 
her resources and keeping her at peace. The King of Scots he had 
bound by giving him a daughter of John to wife, and he had him
self married a daughter of William the Lion; he had kept peace 
with France until his personal influence was on the wane, and 
the young king began to listen to rasher if not bolder counsels. 
He had attempted to strengthen the royal connexion with the 
barons, especially with the great house of the Marshalls, which 
inherited not only the reputation of the regent, but the enormous 
claims of the lords of Striguil in Wales and Ireland; he had 
married the younger earl William to the king's siste1;l, and 
Richard of Cornwall to a sister of the earl. His hardest task 
had been the humiliation of the foreigners, and in this he had 
succeeded, to the great benefit of the king and to the increase of 
public security. The policy which made this humiliation neces
sary was indisputably right, but those on whom the humiliation 
fell were men who had had no small share in placing Henry 
on the throne. Hubert taught the boy that personal gratitude 
must give way to state policy. Henry was an apt scholar in 
learning the lesson of ingratitude; policy he could not learn. 
He had thrown off the yoke of Peter des Roches when the jus
ticiar bade him; now he threw off the justiciar at the bidding 
of the bishop, and reversed the policy that he had failed to 
comprehend. Like Hubert Walter and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter, 
Hubert de Burgh had served the king too well to pleaile the 
nation, and 11ad spared the nation too much to please the king. 
His fall, however, was not the .result of any general demand. 
He was first dismissed and then persecuted. His persecution, 

1 See Royal Letters, i. 245: an argument on the policy of this marriage. 
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like Wolsey's, was based upon untenable accusations, on charges 
which are for the most part so far from reasonable probability, 
that they prove the innocence of the man against whom nothing 
more plausible could be alleged. 

173. Peter des Roches had returned from the crusade in Peter d .. 

1231.' He entertained the king at Christmas at Winchesterl,~:h: 
recovered the royal confidence, reformed his party in the council, ::-theli':nry. 
and resumed his designs. Henry was in want of money; in 
a council on the 7th of March, 1232, the barons, led by the earl 
of Chester, demurred to a grant of aid for the French war, on 
the plea that they had served in person i the clergy objected on 
account. of insufficient representation '. The Welsh, too, were 
in arms; and the king complained to Peter that he Was too 
poor to enforce order. The bishop at once urged the dismissal H~nry ~ 
of the ministerial staff i-it was no wonder that the king was =te~; 
poor when his servants grew so rich. The hint was not wasted. :t .. 7urert. 
Henry forthwith dismissed the treasurer, Ranulf Ie Bret, an old July '9. ('3" 

clerk of Hubert, and on the 4th of July appointed bishop Walter 
of Carlisle in his place: t~ree weeks later Hubert, who but 
a month before had been made justiciar of Ireland for life, was 
summarily dismissed, July 29, and Stephen Segrave appointed 
to succeed him. Three sets of charges were brought against Henry's 
him immediately after'. In the first Henry followed the plan=Hu. 
adopted by his grandfather for the min of Becket; he demanded ~':h=j]", 
an account of all sums re.ceived by the justiciar on the king's = 
account during his tenure of office, and an answer to all the ~~~d 
complaints for wrongs at which he was said to have connived, 
especially the late outrages on the servants of the pope. The 
second series of charges concerned foreign affairs: Hubert had 
defeated a proposal to marry Henry to a daughter of the duke 
of Austria i he had first corrupted and then married the sister 
of the king of Scots; he had stolen from Henry and given to 

. the prince of Wales a talisman, which rendered its wearer 
invulnerable; he had contrived that William de Braiose should 

1 M. Paris, iii. 204, 2II; Ann. Dunst. p. 127. • M. Paris, iii. 311, ~I2. 
• M. Paris, iii. Ul-223. See the answers to the charges revived agaInst 

Hubert in 1239, drawn up by Laurence of S. Alban's; M. Paris, vi. 
63-7+ 
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be hanged as a thief. A third series was founded on public 
report: he had poisoned the earl of Salisbury, the young earl 
Marshall, Falkes de BreauM, and archbishop Richard j he had 
kept the king under his influence by witchcraft, and in contempt 
of the rights of the city of London had hanged Constantine 
Fitz-Alulf. The first set of charges he endeavoured to rebut 
by producing accounts and quittances; but, when he heard the 
second series, he took sanctuary at Merton, and refused to pre
sent himself for triaL The interposition of the earl of Chester 
saved him from being dragged violently from the sanctuary; 
but having obtained a delay of his trial and roused the king's 
Buspicions by a journey to S. Edmund's, he was torn from 
the chapel at Brentwood and lodged in the Tower. After 
bringing him before a tribunal of earls and judges 1, Henry 
allowed himself to be soothed by the surrender of his victim's 
treasures, accepted the security of four earls for his good be
haviour, and placed him in honourable captivity at Devizes, 
restoring the estates that he had inherited or bought, and those 
which he held of other lords besid~ the kingS. 

The question of the legality of Henry's proceedings against 
Hubert can scarcely be decided on constitutional grounds; he 
might, indeed, have pleaded the action taken by William Rufus 
against the bishop of Durham, by Stephen against Roger of 
Salisbury, or by Henry II against Becket; but in each of 
these cases the clerical character of the accused minister fur
nished an element of complication that was absent in the case 
of Hubert. That the whole transaction was extrajudicial may 
be inferred from the fact that the king thought it necessary to 
give his own account of it in the form of letters patent. In 
this curious document, which must be regarded as an admission 
that the nation had a right to know how and -why the justiciar 
was dismissed', the only distinct charges made against him are 
the wrongs inflicted, contrary to the king's peace, on the pope's 
envoys and the Italian clerks. 

The death of the earl of Chester, which occurred during these . 

1 Foed. i. 208. 
• See RoyaJ Letters, i. 408 (October 12, 1233), , Foed. i. 307. 
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proceedingsl, removed the foremost of the nobles who had taken Death of 

part in the quarrels of John, and who could remember the ~: .. ,,::.of 

days of Henry II and Richard. The son of earl Hugh, who had His career. 

imperilled the throne in 1173, he had been loyal to Henry and 
Eichard. As a crusader he had taken part in the capture of 
Damietta in 1219. He was the stepfather of Arthur of Brittany. 
In I2 1 5 he had been faithful to John, and had been trusted by 
him more entirely than any other Englishman. The peculiar 
jurisdiction of his palatine earldom, and the great accumulation 
of power which he received as custos of the earldom of Leicester, 
made his position in the kingdom unique, and fitted him for the 
part of a leader of opposition to royal or ministerial tyranny. 
On more than one oocasion he refused <his consent to taxation 
which he deemed unjust: his jealousy of Hubert, although it led 
him to join the foreign party in 1223, did not prevent him from 
more than onoe interposing to avert his overthrow. He was, DiB&ppear· 

• ance of the 
moreover, almost the last relic of the great feudal aristocracy of Con'l'.'ost 

the Conquest, the estates and dignities of which were soon to be families. 

centred in the royal family. < Cornwall was already given to 
the killg's brother; Leicester was soon to be the portion of his 
brother-in-law; on earl Ranulf's death without children the 
great Palatine inheritance, having passed to his nephew John, 
son of David of Huntingdon, was within a few years appro-
priated as a provision for a Bon of the king. 

Peter des Roches did not long enjoy the fruits of his victory. = ... deo 

He was strong enough however to persuade the king to dismiss provo~~ 
hi b · Ii h' Ri OPpoOltlOn. S new treasurer, to su stitute or 1m Peter de vaux, a 
creature of his own', and to make some important changes in 
the sheriffdoms. One of the first measures of the new admini
stration was to obtain, September 14, a grant of a fortieth of 
moveables, amounting to 24,712 marks, 7$. 2d.8 The removal 
of the English servants of the royal household to make way 

I October 28, M. Pa.ris, iii. 229 j October 26, Ann. Theokeab. p. 87. 
• M. Paris, iii. 220. 
I M. Pa.ris, iii. 223, 230. From this the spilituaJities were exempted j 

see Ann. Waver!. p. 310 j Ann. Dunst. p. 131 j Ann. Osney, p. 74; Foed. 
i. 207 j Royal Letters, i. 4 t 5. And there was a scuta.ge the same year, the 
• Scutagium de Elveyn,' for the Welsh war, at 20,. on the fee. 
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for Bretons and Poictevins soon followed at the Christmas 
~lKf':": court at Worcester1. These measures produced great and wide
Marshall spread apprehensions of further change, and raised at once a 

formidable opposition under the elJ.rl Marshall, Richard, the 
second son of the regent, the most accomplished and patriotic 

The earls 
and ba.rons 
refuse to 
meet Peter, 

. June, 1233. 

m~mber of the baronage, who had succeeded his brother in 12319. 
On receiving a summons to meet the king at Oxford on the 24th 
of June 1233, the earls and barons determined to absent them
selves, and announced their resolution in plain terms to the 
king. Robert Bacon, a Dominican friar, told Henry that so 
long- as the influence of the bishop of Winchester prevailed there 

Henry could be no peace s. The king in alarm issued a new summons 
promisee 
oomplianoe. for the lIth of July, promising that if the barons would then 

meet him at Westminster he would make all rightful and neces
,!h~ baron. sary reforms. They replied that unless the alien counsellors were 
d=~':' ~edismissed they would call together the common council of the 
the bishop. realm and elect a new king. The bishop carried matters with 

a high hand: it ill became him, the chief adviser of the pope 
and emperor, to yield. Foreign forces were levied, hostages 

~:~l~~r demanded of the barons; the king was ready for war. Onthe 
of 1233. 1St of August at London the party of opposition met to face the 

king, but the earl Marshall, warned by his sister, the countess of 

The earl 
Marshall 
declared 
a traitor. 

Cornwall, that Henry intended him to share the fate of Hubert 
de Burgh, absented himself, and in his absence nothing was 
done. A general assembly of all the military tenants of the 
crown was next called for the 14th of August at Gloucester. In 
that meeting Richard was declared a traitor: the king invaded 
his estates and fixed a day for his trial'. On the 8th of October 
there was another stormy meeting at Westminster: the barons 
denied the legality of the proceedings against the earl Marshall, 

1 M. Paris, iii. 240; Ann. Winton, p. 86. 
• 'Vir mimi morum honestate praeditus, nobilitate generis insignis, 

artibus liberalibus insigniter erudituB, in &rmorum exercitio atrenuissimuB, 
in omnibus operibus suis Deum habens prae oculis, regis et regni prae
videna et verena excidium, ut pacem et ooncordiam reformaret, se ipsum 
exponens discrimini, Be murum inter dominum regem et magnates oppo
suit;' Ann. Waverley, p. 313. See the loving terms in which Grosseteste 
addresses him, Epist. vi. pp. 38 sq. 

• M. Paris, iii. 244, 245. • Ibid. iii. 247, 248. 
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and insisted that he should be tried by his peers. The bishop Poter d .. 

replied contemptuously, and with a perverse misrepresentation =":J.tt,."t 
of the English law, which justifies the suspicious hatred with ~:: \': Dc> 

which he was regarded: there were, he said, no peers in England ngIand. 

as there were in France, and the king had a full right through 
his justices to proscribe and condemn his enemies 1. This pro- Tho biahopo 

voked an immediate outcry; the bishops declared that they would ~~!:u. 
excommunicate Peter of Winchester and the rest of the coun- :':."uni
sellors, and went 80 far as to pronounce a geueral sentence against 
the men who had turned the king's heart away from his natural 
subjects. Civil war broke out immediately; Huberl escaped Civil war. 

from Devizes and joined the earl; the king, having marched 
in person against the malcontents, suffered an entire defeat at 
Monmouth in November; and the beginning of the next year 
saw the earl Marshall in league with the WeIsh, ravaging .the 
estates of the royal partisans. 

Bishop Peter, however, was cunning as well as violent. He Pete"o plot 

had forced the earl Marshall into armed resistance, he now took ~~ 
measures for completely destroying him. He drew him into 
:&eland to defend his estates there. Geoffrey de Marisco, the Defeat and 

ld ' .. f Ir la d d II h' death of tho o JustiCIar 0 en, was truste to a ure 1m to open earl Marshall, 

war, to desert him, and then overwhelm him. The plan was April, 123+ 

too successful. The earl was mortally wounded on . the 1St of 
April, 1234, and died in prison on the 16th. He might, if 
he had lived, have anticipated some of the glories of Simon 
de Montfort; but the craft of the Poictevins .had already 
separated him from the party which he would have led, and 
he had no advisers who could compete in policy with his foes. 
His death left the headship of the opposition vacant for many 
years·. 

But before he died his great foe had fallen. Henry, incapable ~odin8" 
agamst Poter 

of any lasting feeling, weary of his new friends, and cowed by doo Roaheo. 

the threats of the clergy, was ready to give way. In a council 
at Westminster on the 2nd of February, 1234, the bishop of 
Lichfield had indignantly denied that friendship with the earl 

I M. Paris, iii. 252. 
• Ibid. iii 249, .73, • i9, 288; AIm. Dunst. p. 136• 
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Marshall implied enmity to the king, and obtained from his 
brethren a sentence of anathema against the accusers 1. But 
the bishops soon found a more able leader in Edmund Rich, 
the new primate, whom the pope had appointed by an assump
tion of power as great as that by which Innocent ill had com
pelled the election of Langton_ His first act after his consecra
tion was to visit the king and insist on the reform of abuses 
and the dismissal of the bad advisers. On the 9th of April at 
Westminster a long list of grievances was read, and Edmund 
declared himself ready to excommunicate the king in person 2_ 

Henry gave way: on the loth he sent word to Peter des Roches 
that he must henceforth confine himself to his spiritual duties S_ 

Peter de Rivaux was dismissed and compelled to resign all his 
offices. Stephen Segrave, too, fell with his patron, and both 
treasurer and justiciar were called to a strict account for their 
dealings, especially for their treatment of Hubert de Burgh and 
the earl Marshall '. Hubert was soon afterwards restored to 
his estates; but the bishops who were sent to treat with the 
earl brought back only the tidings of his death and a demand 
for the punishment of his enemies .. Henry placed himself 
under the advice of the archbishop, and prepared to begin to 
be a good king. All the evil influences that had hung round 
him since his childhood were apparently extinct, all the aliens 
were displaced, and all who had suffered wrong at their hands 
restored to their rights D. 

174. Henry seems from this time forward to have conceived 
the ideo. of acting without a ministry, such as he had hitherto 
employed. The justiciarship was not again committed to a great 
baron; the treasurership he filled from time to time with clerks 

1 M. Paris, iii. 268. 
• Ibid. iii. 269,272. Edmund was consecrated April 2. The pope wrote 

on the 3rd of April to the Archbishop urging him to persuade the English 
to put away their prejudice against the aliens; Royal Letters, i. 556. 

• M. Paris, iii. 272; Ann. Theokesb. p. 93; Ann. Dunst. p. 136; Ann. 
Osney, p. 78; Ann. Wigorn. p. 426. 

• M. Paris, iii. 292-298; Ann. WaverI. p. 315; Royal Letters, i. 445, 446. 
• The pardons of Gilbert Marsha.ll a.nd Hubert de Burgh are da.ted May 

26, Royal Letters, i. 439, 440; and the outlawry against Hubert annulled 
June 8 (ib. 443). 'eo quod injuste et con~a legem terrae in eos fuit pro
mulgata: 
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of his own selection, and, although he was unable to deprive BU~OD 
Ralph Neville of the chancellorship, he got the great seal out of~~"': W't 
his hands, and after his death appointed no successor for many State. 

yean 1. There was no doubt some convenience in this plan; 
the nation would at least for a time bear more patiently 
the demands of the king than those of his officers: the great 
revenues, which had been administered by those officers to their 
own advantage, would help to defray the expenses of the court; 
and the personal grievances which had been made the pretext 
of discontent could less easily be alleged against a king who was 
his own minister. But such a scheme required for success a much 
more persevering and careful man than Henry: nor could any 
success be more than temporary: the king's personal administra-
tion might present a barrier against disorder and an answer to 
discontent, longer than that of a servant who could be sacrificed 
to appease complaints, but this could only last until the dis-
content became overwhelming, and then the flood of disorder 
would sweep away the royal power itself. In this case, however, "I;ho ooootitu. 

H • f d' . I ed b tiODalOPPO-enry s tenure 0 power an mlSuse of It were pro ong y oition was 
• Wlthouta 

the fact that the baromal party had no competent leader. For reoognised 

many yean after the death of Richard Marshall, the only::;:!"[j,:X
powerful remonstrances addressed to the king proceeded from =:~~op 
his own brother Richard and archbishop Edmund. Richard ~:",..af 
was as yet a hopeful English baron, the very reverse of Henry 
both in faults and virtues, of much more practical wisdom and 
more patriotic sympathies. Edmund was a bishop of the type of 
Anselm, with somewhat of the spirit and political instincts of 
Langton: but he lived in an unhappy period fo~ the display 
of either class of qualities, under a pope whom· he knew only 
as a taskmaster, and under a king whose incapacity and want of 
firmness made it as hard to support as to resist him. But the 
influence of earl Richard was soon to be diverted into other 
channels, and Edmund in a few years died worn out with labour 
and disappointment. It was not until Simon de Montfort arose 

1 Mr. FOSB does not recognise any person as full chancellor untU Walter 
de Merton was appointed in 1261. In the interval the seal ,!,,1lS held by 
Beven luccessive keepers for short periods .. FOBB, Tabulae Cnnales, p. 10. 
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as the champion of the nation that Henry found himself obliged 
to face reform •• 

Henry in- But although he had determined to take on himself all the 
capable of 
acting for responsibilities of governing, it was not in his nature t~ stand 
himself, or 
!"",isting the without a staff to lean upon. He could not exist without 
inJIuence of I! • h . J] • h· h· b d d, d E !>issurround- laVOUrltes, W ose IDlluence WIt 1m was un oun e an ng-
wgs. land furnished no aspirants for so pernicious a distinction. The 

Reasons for 
the general 
dislike of 
foreigneI8. 

unpopularity of Hubert had to be set against the hatred felt for 
Peter; the too powerful minister was only one degree less odious 
than the foreign favourite. Henry had scarcely energy or pur
pose enough to seek out worthy advisers; his choice of confidants 
was determined largely by accident: he liked the more refined 
manners, the inagnificent appearance, the absolutist politics of 
the French and Proven9als: he fell directly under the rule of 
any stronger mind with which he was brought in contact. The 
detestation of the foreigners, which, with the maintenance of the 
charters, gave tone to the popular politics of the reign, was by no 
means an irrational outcry. The English believed and had good 
cause to believe that the men whom the king chiefly loved and 
trusted were either strangers or ,actual enemies to the constitu-

:~nduct tional rights that had already become so precious. They knew 
foreigners. that they evaded English law; that they misused English influence I 

and money abroad, and that at home they engrossed· power and 
employed it by illegal means for illegal ends. So much the 
earlier and later foreign influxes had in common. In an age in 
which leaders were few and political .knowledge small, it is no 
wonder that personal influences,. sympathies, and antipathies are 
·more prominent in the chronicles than the progress of political 
principles. 

Events of 
1235 and 
1236. 

The chief business of the year 1235 'Was the marriage of 
the king's sister Isabella with the emperor Frederick, which 
was discussed in the national council and made the occasion 
of & grant of two marks on the fee 1. The next year Henry 

1 M. Paris, iii. 319, 327; Ann. Theokesb. p. 97, where it is stated that 
the bishops paid nothing; Ann. Dunst. p. I,P: • petitum et concessum 
fuit ••• non solum de feodis habitis in capite de rege sed etiam de aliis 
cultis.' It was granted by the 'commune consilium regni,' Madox, Rist. 



XIV.] Recall of tlte late MiniBter8. 53 
himself was married. Mter a long series of negotiations for Henry's 

alliance with ladies of the chief houses of France and Germany', ~6. 
Eleanor, the second daughter of Raymond Berenger IV of 
Provence, and sister of the queen of France, accepted his offer. 
She was brought to England by her unde William, bishop elect 
of Valence, who almost immediately acquired supreme influence 
over the king". The marriage wok place in January, 1236; on Counoil of 
the 23rd of that month, in a great council called at Merton after Merton. 

the festivities were over, the statute of Merton was passed, in 
which the barons emphatically declared that they would not 
have the laws of England changed. Yet on the 29th of Apri1R11l!'0~of 
the alarm was raised that the foreigners were too powerful; that ~c;,,:~'f,; 
the king had chosen a body of twelve sworn counsellors, William ::nf-vem-
of Valence at the head, and bad bound himself to do nothing with-
out their advice; and here was an attempt to substitute the 
French court of twelve peer~ for the common council of the 
kingdom. The storm in the assembly of the barons rose so high 
that Henry had to take refuge in the Tower. Thoroughly cowed, 
he made promises of good government, and removed some of the 
sheriffs in consequence of complaints of misbehaviour; but he 
persevered in his new scheme of administration, attempted to 
compel the bishop of Chichester to surrender the great .seal, 
recalled to court Stephen Segrave and Robert Passelew, the most Henry recalls 

llnpopular of his late ministers', and allowed Peter des Roches, :;:'~::lL 
against whom he had but lately written the bitterest accusations 

Exch. p. 412, where an 'auxilium praelatorum' is mentioned as made 
separately. The form for collection is in the Select Charters, p. 364. 

1 Negotiations were on foot in 1224 for an Austrian princess, Foed. i. 176 ; 
in 12'5 for a Breton, ibid. i. 180; Royal Letters, i. 295; for a Bohemian, 
Foed. i. 185; Royal Letters, i. 249; for a Scottish princess, in 1231, 
M. Paris, iii. 206 ; and for a lady of the house of Ponthieu as late as April, 
1235, M. Paris, iii. 328. 

• M. Paris, iii. 36., 387. 'Factus est consiliarius regis principalis, ~ 
aliis undecim, qui super s&Crosancta juraverunt, quod fidele consilium reg. 
praestarent, et ipse similiter juravit quod eorum consiliis obediret ;' Ann. 
Dunst. p. 146. This pIan, if really adopted, may not unreasonably have 
led to the general impression that the foreigners were intent on a change 
in the constitution; but the authority is scarcell sufficient to prove the 
fBet, in the silence of other writers • 

• They had made their peace and been employed again as ear~y ~ 
February 1235; M. Paris, iii. 306. They were in full favour agam m 
June, 1236; ibid. iii. 368; Ann. Dunst. p. 1# 
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to the emperor t, to return to his see, where he closed his long 
and turbulent career in 1238. 

Henry was now in sore want of money. On the 13th of 
January, 1237', William of Raleigh, one of his confidential 
clerks, laid before an extraordinary assembly of barons and 
prelates the necessity to which the king, as he said, was reduced 

~ropooal to by 'the dishonesty or incapacity of his late advisers. He pro
~:'!l:ethe posed that the council of the nation should determine the mode 
:.:.~~ of collecting an aid, and that the money when collected should 

be placed in the hands of a commission elected by the assembly, 
to be laid out according 'to the needs of the realm. The barons, 
either mistrusting or not understanding the vast importance 
of this concession, declared in reply that there was no reason 
for such constant demands; the king was engaged in no great 
enterprise; if he was poor it was because he wasted his money 

Henry'. on foreigners. Henry professed himself ready to make amends, 
promises of 
reform. to dismiss his present counsellors and accept as advisers three 

nobles named by the barons, and to authorise the excommunica
tion of all who impugned the charters. In the end itwas deter-' 
mined to add to the council the earls of Derby and Warenne 

Grant of a and John Fitz-Geoffrey. On these conditions a grant of a 
thirtieth, 
Jan. %237. thirtieth of moveables was made by the archbishops, bishops, 

abbots, priors, earls, barons, knights, and freeholders for them
selves and their villeins, with a provision however that nothing 
should be taken of the poor who possessed less than forty penny
worth of goods. The careful scheme adopted for the aSEessment 
and collection, by sworn officers elected in each township, affords 
a valuable illustration of the growth of constitutional life '. 
The sum raised was 23,891 marks, two shillings and a penny'. 
But the hope of peace and reform was premature. William of 

1 Royal Letters, i. ... 67 (April 27, 1235). He is free to return, May .... 
1236; ibid. ii. Ja. 

o M. Paris. iii. 380-382; Ann. Theokesb. pp. 102-104. 
S Select Charters, pp. 366-368; Foed. i. 232; M. Paris. iii. 383; Ann. 

Winton. p. 87; Ann. Waverley. p. 317; Ann. Dunst. p. 147; Ann. Wykes, 
p. 84. To the same council must be referred the discul!Si.on on the state 
of the forests and the statutes of limitations, dated Feb. 5, 1237; given in 
the Annals of Burton, pp. 252, 253. 

• Hunter, Three Catalogues, p. 22. 
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Valence indeed left England for a short time, but no sooner Departure of 

had the king secured a ..revenue for the year than by his secret :~: ~f 
invitation the legate Otho, who had been repelled by the nation ~t.":t,:te 
in I22~ arrived, on the plea of enforcing necessary reforms Otho. 

in church and state. He held an important council in Novem-
ber 1, and showed a wise moderation; but the archbishop, not 
trusting appearances,went to Rome immediately afterwards' to 
procure his recall. . 

It is at this point that 'Simon de Montfort first comes Rise of 
• Simon de 

promlDentIy forward. He was the youngest son of the great Montfort. 

leader of the crusade against the Albigenses 2, the elder Simon, 
who was nephew and one oC the co-heirs of the last earl of 
Leicester. The father had borne the title of earl of Leicester, 
but had never been able to obtain possession of his inheritance. 
Although the English barons, in their struggle with J ohu, had 
thought, it is said, of electing him king s, he had been too busy 
in his attempt to secure the county 'of Toulouse to care for 
his interests here, and after his death the Leicester estates 
had remained in the hands of the earl of Chester. A family 
arrangement was made in contemplation of the earl of Chester's 
death; Amalric, ·the eldest son of Simon, claimed the in
heritance, and after some negotiation resigned his rights in 
favour of his youngest brother '. The younger Simon inherited ~imo~·. 
his father's piety, his accomplishments, his love of adventure, :~e;.t,:nrJ 
and his great ambition. Sprung from a family which had ~~ .... 
more than once signalised itself by unscrupulous aggression, 
and trained by a youth of peril, Simon had had little in his 

.early career that seemed to fit him to be a national deliverer. 
He was, in the eyes of the English lords, a foreigner, an 
adventurer, and an upstart, combining all that they had found 

1 M. Paria, iii. 395, 403, 416 sq.; Ann. Theokesb. p. 105; Ann .. Burton, 
p. 353; Ann. Waverley, p. 318. Henry had written for a legate m 1230 , 
but the justiciar had prevailed on him to recall the messenger; Royal 
Letters, i. 379. 

I See, for Simon de Montfort generally, Dr. Pauli's Simon von Montfort, 
and the Life of Simon de Montfort by G. W. Prothero, 1876. 

I Ann. Dunst. p. 33. . • 
• Simon, on April 8, 1230, haa a pension of 400 marks until he receives 

the earldom j Royal Letters, i. 363, 401 j Foed. i. a03, 205. 



8imonde 
Montfort.. 

Constitutional Hiato1'!f' [CHAl', 
, 

objectionable in Hubert de Burgh, Peter des Roches, and 
William of Valence. That he was able to overcome this )'e
pugnance, and to throw himself heart and soul into the position 
of an English baron. statesman, and patriot, is no small proof of 
the gJ'eatness and versatility of his powers. The, respect with 
which the chroniclers almost invariably mention him is justified 
by the friendships which he formed with the b~ilt:~en' of his 
time; his great reputation for h~nour and probiit};'as well as 
for warlike skill and statesmanship, is indispufa,hie• Such 
qualifications he had for undertaking the part o(the',champion 
and deliverer of an oppressed people; a part ~hichwhen 
honestly played is the grandest that ever falls i~to·t.he hands 
of man, but one which has its special temptations; for it must 
not endure the least suspicion of vindictiveness ot 'sen'-seeking; 
it demands perempt-orily that the hero must und~rstarid and 
not go beyond the exact terms of his high com:mission, and 
the risks of it are so ~reat that the undertaking ~anonly be. 
completely justified by success. 

Bisll8Ol'Ot To the English of 1238 Simon was a foreigner and a royal 
:%":: favourite I, The news that the king had secretly married him 
r.::~:S~' to his sister Eleanor, the widow of William Marshall, a lady 

too who had taken a vow of chastity, provoked an immediate 
Richard of outcry. Richard of Cornwall, indignant at Henry's folly and his 
:f.::':': sister's disparagement, headed the malcontents. He was joined 
against him. by the earl Marshall Gilbert, the majority of the barons, and 

even by the citizens of London: only Hubert de Burgh stood by 
the king. Earl Richard peremptorily rejected the mediation of 
the legate; why, he ~sked, should the king of England sacrifice. 
the welfare of the realm to strangers: such was not the way of 
the emperor and the king of France; ~ngland had become like 
a vineyard, with a. broken hedge; all that went by plucked off 
her grapes I. The dispute threatened to become a. civil war: on 
the 3rd of FebruaryS, the marriage having taken place on the 7th 

1 'Consiliarios quoque habuit infames et suspectos ••• et hi ersnt J. 
comes Lincolniae, 8. comes Legrecestriae, Crater G. Templsrius j' M. Paris, 
iii. 412. 

• M. Paris, iii. 470, 475-478 i Ann. Theokesb. p. 106. 
• Royal Letters, ii. 15. ' 
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of January, Richard was in arms, and the king was summoning 
forces to crush him. Henry begged for a respite. On the und The first 

plan of COD
a plan of reform was produced, the first of the many schemes of stitutioDai 

the sort that leave such important marks on the reign, and which reform. 

show the instinctive tendency of the national wishes' towards 
a limited monarchy acting through responsible advisers. Henry 
undertook to abide by the decisions of a cbosen body of counsel-
lors for tbe reform of the staiJ. Articles were written out and Richani 

sealed, when Richard drew back. He was, after all, tbe heir baogs back. 

to tbe crown; the royal hands must not be too tightly bound: 
he admitted Simon to the kiss of peace; and the great design 
came to naught, except as a precedent for other days in which the 
two leaders should have changed places. Simon Boon after, 
having raised large sums from his vassals on tbe Leicester 
estates, went to Rome to purchase the papal recognition of 
his marriage I. This he succeeded in obtaining. He returned 
to England in October, and in Februl}ry 1239 received from Bi!"0n ad· 

Henry the full investiture of his earldom 2. Before the end of r.:;~.to 
the year he was again in disgrace, but the preparations for tbe Fob. 1'39· 

Crusade gave him an opportunity of making his peace. The 
earl of Cornwall and the heir of Salisbury had taken the cross; 
again, as in 1218, the troubles of the East drew away the 
more active spirits from domestic politics. Simon left with 
the rest in the early summer of 1240 and did not return 
before 1242. 

During these years England looked in vain for peace. The Difliculti .. 
. f With Romo. presence of the legate, the vast assumptions of. the court 0 

Rome, which rested not only on spiritual claims but on the new 
relation created by John's submission; the demands not only of 
direct subsidies, but·ofthe patronage of churches to the detriment 
of clerical and lay patrons, the constaut intrusion of foreigners 
into the richest livings, the ceaseless disputes between the crown 
and the chapters on the election to bishoprics, the steady :flow 
,of appeals t!J Rome and the equally steady rise in the judicial 
pretensions of the Curia, produced a feeling of irritation in all 
classes, which can scarcely be overstated. It is to this period, 

.' M. Paris, iii. 479. • Ibid. iii. 524 • 
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&cl~cal too, at which the king, strengthened by the presence of the 
dis&ffection. legate, began to regard himself as supreme over all classes of his 

subjects, that we must refer the beginning of the ecclesiastical 
disaffection which appears in constant councils and in the long 
bills of gravamina so common in the annals of the time. The 
constant interference of the lay courts in spiritual matters, the 
compelling of the clergy to answer before secular judges for 
personal matters, not concerning Jand or otherwise pertaining 
to secular jurisdiction \ the forcing of clerks into benefices for 
which they were unqualified, to the contempt of the bishops' 

Groeaeteete 
leader of 
the clerical 
opposition. 

right of institution, are the burden of these complaints: they 
begin with the legatine council of 1237; Grossereste is their 
first exponent; and they speedily fall in with the general tide of 
remonstrance against misgovernment, of which Grosseteste was 
the guiding mind, and which served to build up the party and 
arm the hands of earl Simon as champion of both church and 
nation. . Archbishop Ep.mund saw only the beginning of the 
strife; and he was fitted to be a victim rather than a champion. 

The &roh- Mter vainly imploring both pope and king to hold their hand 
!:':p diee. before the destruction of the church was completed, he left 

England, to die quietly in France. He started, late in the 
autumn, on his way to Rome, rested at Pontigny, and died at 

De~U!e Soissi, November 16,1240. The legate, who had collected, as it 
J~.~~I. was said, half the money of the realm, departed, leaving tho 

church without a constitntional head, in January 12.p. Then 
the queen's kinsmen poured in, bringing their foreign manners 
and the hateful suspicion that they wanted to change the laws. 

InlIu][ of Thomas of Savoy,. the titular count of Flanders, obtained from 
Savoyard&. Henry a grant of a groat on every sack of English wool carried 

through his tllni.tories; and the king took away the great seal 
from the officer who had refused to seal the writ I. William of 
Valence he tried to force into the see of Winchester, and thus 

1 An instance of this is the summoning of Grosseteste before the curia. 
regis for neglecting to observe a. writ of inquiry into the legitimacy of II 
presentee. Ta.ken in connexion with Grosseteste's strong opposition to the 
sta.tute of Merton on the subject, this very case ma.y have led to the com
plaint; Grosset. Ep. nvi. p. 104; but .u these points are illustra.ted by 
Grosseteste's letters, especia.lly Ep. lxxii. 

• M. Pa.rls, iii. 629- . 
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provoked the monks into electing Ralph Neville, whom he had Thequeon·. 

failed to remove from the Chancery 1. PeteJ," of Savoy appeared uooleo. 

early in 1241 to claim the earldom of Richmond I as the king's 
gift: and Boniface, another brother, the bishop elect \If Belley, 
was chosen the same year to succeed the saintly Edmund. The 
vacancy of the popedom, which lasted from 1241 to 1243, might 
have given the king breathing time, if he had had the good 
sense to take it: but he had, fallen into utter contempt. To ~~~. 
complete the degradation of the Plantagenets, Lewis IX chose 
the moment to bestow Poictou, which was titularly claimed 
by Richard of Cornwall, on his brother Alfonso. One glimpse Success in 

of successful administration is seen in the submission of the Wal ... 

Welsh to the king, who appeared on the border with an armed 
force in August 1241. The same year he was delivered from 
one foe by the accidental death of Gilbert Marshall, who' had 
stayed from the crusade in order to settle his differences with 
the king, the ever-recurring differences. arising from Henry's 
determination not to do justice to the children of his great 
benefactor 8. 

175. It was in expectation of a war in France to which Parliament 

he was summoned by his stepfather Hugh of La Marche, that of 
12

4
2

• 

Henry called his bishops and barons to London on the 28th 
of January, 1242. Earl Richard arrived in time to join in First report 

the proceedings, which were formally recorded and are the ofadebate. 

subject of the first authorised account of a parliamentary 
debate·. They are of singular importance both in form and 
in matter. Earl Richard, archbishop Walter Gray, and the The king'a 

provost of Beverley, came before the assembled body, which ::':ld of 

contained all the prelates in person or by proxy, alt the earls, 
and nearly all the barons, and delivered the king's message, re-
questing aid for the recovery of his foreign possessions. The Reply of the 

• parliament. 
assembly seems to have laboured under none of the retIcent 
cautious modesty that prompted the parliaments of Edward III j 
they replied that before the king went to war he would do 

1 M. Paris, iii. 495; Ann. Theokesb. p. no. • Ann. Theokesb. p. uS. 
I June 37, 1341; Ann. Waverley, p. 338; Ann. Theokesb. p. II9. 
• M. Paris, iv. 185-188; Select CharterS,. pp. 368-370. 
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Ad";,," of tho well to await the termination of the truce by which he was 
parliament. 

bound to France, and try to prevail on Lewis to do the same. 
If the king of France refused, then the question of aid might 
be entertained. They had, they said, been very liberal in former 
years: very early in the reign they had given a thirteenth, in 
1225 a fifteenth, in 1232 a fortieth, a very great aid for the 
marriage of Isabella in 1235, and a thirtieth in 1237; besides 

The~ carucages, scutages, and tallages 1. The grant of 1237 had been 
tho • made 'under special conditions as to custody and expenditul·e; 

no account of it had been rendered; it was believed to be still in 
the king's hands. Besides these extraordinary sources of revenue 
the king had enormous resources in the escheats, the profits of 
vacant churches and the like; and for five years the itinerant 
justices had been inflicting fines which 'impoverished the in-

Conditional nocent as well as the guilty. If, however, the king would wait 
promisee. 

for the expiration of the truce, they promised to do their best. 

Henry 
negotiaU!a 
.. ~teIy 
WIth tho 
masnatoo. 

Henry, professing himself satisfied with the reply, asked next 
what, if he should wait, ~heir grant would be; they answered 
that it would be time to consider when the case arose: as for 
the promises of reform with which he tried to stimulate their 
liberality, they said that they were not disposed to try the 
question with the king, they knew too well how he had kept 
the engagements made in 1237. 

Unable to draw out a distinct answer, and hopeless of obtain
ing a general grant, Henry then called the prelates and barons 
singly, and tried to make a separate bargain with each. So, 
although the council broke up without coming to a vote, he 
contrived by force, fraud or persuasiou, to raise a large sum 
with which'he equipped an expedition. He then declared the 
truce broken, sailed from Portsmouth on the 9th of May, and 
after an ignominious campaign, in which he escaped capture 
only through the moderation of Lewis and the counsel of 

1 Of the first of these imposts we can only conjecture that it was raised 
in 1217, previous to the scutage and tallage (above, p. 30) ; ,the others will 
be found noted under their respective years: the BCUtages under U 18, 
1220, 1223, ,1224, 1225, 1229, 1230, 1231, 1233. The tallages were pro
bably supplementary to the "outages, but more varied in their incidence. 
The list forms .. complete account of the taxes raised constitutionally during 
the first half of the reign. 
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Richard, sent home his forces. He remained in Gascony until His expo

September 25, 1243, leaving England under the archbishop of~=n~ 
York t, as guardian, lieutenant or regent, with ,the bishop of:'7t.':::3~ 
Carlisle and Walter Cantilupe ,as chief counsellors. The arch-
bishop, Walter de Gray, who had been John's chancellor nearly 
forty years before, contrived to ameliorate the condition of the 
realm, whilst he could, and to prevent any undue exactions in 
the king's name. For Henry wished to raise, as his father had 
done, a scutage by way of fine from the barons who had left 
him alone in Gascony, besides that which he received, twenty 
shillings on the fee, from those who had stayed at home I. 

Two important results followed incidentally from this expe- In~ux ~f 

d· . h' H f f P' . k' . POlctevma. Jbon: t e m ux 0 a new body 0 olCtevm msmen mto 
England, and the marriage of earl Richard, who had lost his 
first wife before the Crusade, with the queen's sister, Sanchia. 
of Provence. The first marriage of Richard with the countess 
of Gloucester had made him brother-in-law of the Marshalls 
and the earls of Norfolk and Derby, and stepfather to the earl 
of Gloucester. His new alliance' on the other hand drew him Earl Richard 

away from the baronage. Once or twice afterwards he appears~~bis 
in opposition, but it is 00 longer as heading his party against 
the aliens: !Jis prudence and his wealth saved Henry in more 
than one threatening crisis, but on the whole he disappointed 
the hopes of the nation, and lost the place wpich Simon de 
Montfort was not unwilling to take. His desertion of the 
good cause was in after years alleged against him more 'bitterly 
perhaps than justice demanded. A. resistance -to the royal Excuse to he 

h d d b h k· 'k' . madoforblm. power, ea e y t e mg s nearest 'msman, was an experiment 

1 He is called, in the Liber de Antiquis Legibus. capitalia justitiariua 
domini re9ia; p. 9; Foed. i. 2# On the 8th of June the king wrote for 
men and money, and directed five hundred good Welshmen to be sent him 
in a way that seems to correspond with the later commissions of array; 
Foed. i. 246. 

• M. Paris, iv. 227, 232; where th\! reading' viginti solidos' seems to 
be that of the author; 'iii marcaB' is the reading of one MS. In the 
Ristona Anglol'um, ii. 466, M. Paris has the smaller sum. A scutage of 
40" in 124' is mentioned in the Annals of DunBtable, p. 16~; Ann. 
Wykes, p. 91; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 178. The Pipe Rolls cont .. m .'fines 
militum ne transfretarent cum rege in Wasconiam praeter scut .. gra sua, 
quae regi eponte conC6sserunt.' Cf. Pearson, ii. 188. 
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from which a wise man might well shrink. Richard's change 
of attitude may be justified by the history of the royal house 
during the next two centuries. 

The political history of I2H 1 shows a steady advance made 
by the barons from their position in 1238 and 1242. A par
liament met, the date of which is uncertain, but which must 
have been held in autumn after Henry's l"eturn from the north; 
it contained the usual elements, and sat in the Refectory at 
Westminster. Henry, who had been reduced to the necessity 
of collecting money from the Jews with his own hands, and 
had even applied for aid to the general chapter of Citeaux 2, 

had to act as his own spokesman in order to avoid a flat con
tradiction. He had, he said, gone to Gascony by the advice 
of his barons, and had there incurred debts from which without 
a liberal and general grant he could not free himselfS. The 

Deliberations magnates replied that they would take counsel; the prelates, 
of the lords. hI' t e ear s, and the barons, all three deliberated apart. After 

some discussion the bishops proposed to the lay nobles that 
they should act conjointly; they knew one another's minds, the 
prelates would draw up the answer if the barons would assent. 
The barons answered that they would do nothing without the 
assent of the whole body of the national council. Thereupon a 

1 M. Paris, iv. 364 sq., 373. • Ibid. iv. 234, 235, 357· 
• Matthew Paris describes this parliament as adjourned until three 

weeks after the Purification. February 2, and so would lead us to suppose 
that it was the usual Hilarytide session of 1344. Brady and Carte have 
both noticed that this is incompatible with the history of the year. 
Boniface, tbe archbishop-elect, only reached England on the 23nd of April 
(Ann. Waverley, p. 333); and the bishop of Winchester only obtained 
admission to the king's favour on the 9th of September (Ann. Dunst. 
p. 164; Ann. Waverley, p. 333). Henry moreover laid before the bishops 
&. papal bull dated July 29. J 244, which could not bve arrived in England 
before the end of August (Carte, ii. 80), and Henry himself only returned 
from Scotland at the end of August. On the other hand, the bishop of 
Lincoln went to Lyons on the 18th of November (M. Paris, iv. 390). The 
parliament must then be placed between these limits. There was &. par
liament at Windsor on the morrow of the Nativity of the blessed Virgin 
(Ann. Dunst. p. 164). If Matthew Paris gives the order of events cor
rectly, the Westminster Parliament was probably held at Micha.elmas or 
Boon after. The refusal of the barons to grant further aid he places on the 
3rd of November (iv. 395). The aid for the marriage was granted (Ann. 
Dunst. p. 167) three wuks after the Purification in 1245; hence perhaps 
the confusion. 



XIV.] Second Scheme of Reform. 63 

joint committee was chosen to draw up the reply. This com- The bisbope, 

mittee consisted of twelve members, four chosen by each of thei:!;,."f!rm 
three bodies, the prel&tes, earls and barons. The bishops were ~~;:. oom

represented by Boniface, the primate elect; William Raleigh, 
bishop of Winchester, who had once been the king's minister, 
but had since then been the object of his vindictive persecution; 
the bishop of Lincoln; Robert Grosseteste; and the bishop of 
Worcester, Walter Cantilupe, who throughout the long contest 
that followed never deserted the cause of freedom. The earls 
of Cornwall, Leicester, Norfolk and Pembroke, represented their 
brethren. The barons chose Richard of Montfichet, one of the 
few survivors of the twenty-five executors of the great Charter, 
a~d John of Balliol, with the abbots of S. Edmund's and' 
Ramsey. Their reply to the king stated that the charters, :::..~mon. 
although often confirmed, were never observed; that the money 
so freely given had never been spent to the good of the king or 
of the realm; and that owing to the want of a chancellor the 
great seal was often set to writs that were contrary to justice. 
They demanded therefore the appointment of a justiciar, a D~,,!,d of 

treasurer and a chancellor, by whom the state of the kingdom alIl1DlBU'Y. 

might be strengthened. Henry refused to do anything on com-
pulsion, and adjourned the discussion. It was however agreed 
that, if the king would in the meantime appoint such counsellors, 
and take such measures of reform, as the magnates could approve, 
a grant should be made, to be expended under the supervision 
of the joint committee. Henry was very much disinclined to 
accept these terms, and, in order to detach the bishops from the 
leagne, produced a papal letter, ordering them to vote a liberal 
subsidy. They postponed their answer however until the general 
question was settled; and when, after the departure of the lay 
barons, the king renewed his application, hoth by messengers 
and in person, Grosseteste closed the discussion by reference to 
the agreement made with the barons: 'We may not be divided ~:!!':'te. 
from the common counsel, for it is written, if we be divided 
we shall all die forthwith 1.' 

1 M. Paris, iv. 366. Cf. Grosseteste, Ep. 79, which may possibly refer 
to this demand. 
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Matthew Paris has preserved a scheme of reform under the 
same year \ which purports to be the res~t of the deliberations, 
and to contain provisions made by the magnates with the king's 
consent to be inviolably observed. for the future. Amongst 
these provisions are some propositions of a far more fundamental 
character than any that have yet been broached, and to a curious 
degree typical of later forms of government. According to this 
plan a new charter was to be drawn up, embodying and strength
ening the salutary provisions of the old one, and to be pro
claimed under the same sanctions: .the execution of it was not 
to be left to the royal officers, but to be committed to four coun
sellors chosen by common assent, sworn to do justice, and 

. not to be removed without common consent. Of these four, 
two at least were to be in constant attendance on the king, to 
hear all complaints and find speedy remedies, to secure the 
safe custody of the royal treasure, and the proper expenditure 
of money granted by the nation, and to be conservators of all 
liberties; two of them might be the justiciar and chancellor, 
.chosen by the whole body of the realm, and not to be changed 
without the consent of a regular as!lembly, '1\ solemn. convoca
tion.' Two justices of the bench lionel two barons of the ex
chequer were also to be appointed, in the first instance by 
general election, afterwards by the four conservators. 'As these 
officers are to treat of the concerns of all, so in the selection of 
them the assent of all should concur.' This form, whether or 
no it were more than a paper constitution, anticipates several 
of the points of the later programme of Simon de Montfort, 
and some at least of those which for centuries afterwards were 
the chief subject of contention between king and people. For 
the time however the attention of the magnates was distracted 
by the appeals and other interference of lIaster Martin, the 
envoy of Innocent IV, whose demands exceeded all that had 
been claimed by former popes. Nothing was really settled. 
On the 3rd of November the barons refused to grant money; 
but, after an adjournment, a scutage of twenty shillings was, 

1 'Haec providebant magnates rege eonsentiente inviolabiliter deinceps 
observ&rij' M. Paris, iv. 366-368. 
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in February 1245, granted for the marriage of the king's eldest 
daughter'. 

The council of Lyons, in which Innocent IV deposed Frede- Action of 

rick II, and in which Roger Eigod and others, representing the ~~g~'!$ 
. , f half E 'I d d b ld . of Lyons". • commuDltas 0 t e re m 0 ng an , ma e a 0 but vam '245. 

demand for the relaxation of papal tyranny9, and even attempted 
to repudiate the submission of John, concentrated the gaze of 
the world in 1245. Henry seems to have rested on the little 
victory he had won, eking out his revenue by vexatious tallages 
imposed on the Londoners. The wrongs of the church form 
for a time the chief matter of debate in the national gatherings. 
A parliament held at Westminster, March 18, 1246, drew UPGrav~ 
So list of grievances, which were sent to the pope with special ~~ up m 

letters from each of the great bodies present, the king, the 
bishops, the abbots, and the earls, with the whole baronage, 
clergy, and people·. Another parliament met at Winchester 
on the 7th of July to receive the answer. Innocent threatened 
Henry with the fate of the emperor'. He at once succumbed, 
and the barons lost heart. Six thousand marks were wrung Payment to 

from the clergy to snpportthe Anti-Cresar 6. the pope. 

The parliamentary history of the following years is of the ~onotonoua 
same complexion: the conncilsmeet and arrange fresh lists ofdisoontent. 
,grievances; year after year resistance becomes more hopeless. 
Now and then the king and his people seem to be drawn more 
closely together, as from time to time new elements appear in 
the councils, and each throws in its lot with the rest. The pope, 
however, found means to detach Henry finally from his alliance 
with the nation •. No great signs are apparent ofthe action of:'1D~!u. 
anyone leader: Simon de Montfort may have taken part in the 

1 I Auxilium regi concessUDl ad primogenitam filiam suam maritaDdam, 
de quolibet feodo xx,.;' Pipe Roll, 29 Hen. III. 

I Roger Bigod, John Fitz Geoffrey, Ralph Fitz Nicolas, Philip Basset, 
William Cantilupe, and Master William of Powick; Cole's Records, p. 
350; Trivet, p. 234; M. Paris, iv. 420. 441, 478; Ann. Dunst. p. I!lS, 

• M. Paris, iv. SII, 518-536; Ann. Burton, pp. 277-285; Foed.l. 265; 
Ann. Winton, p. 90. See Grosseteste, Ep. Il9. • 

• M. Paris. iv. 560. The letters of Innocent dated June I2 (Foed. 1. 

266) do not bear out the statemen~ of the historian. . 
• M. Paris,iv. 577. A BCutage for the Welsh war,' Scutsgtum de Gan

noc,' three marks on the fee, appears in the Pipe Roll of 1246• 

VOL.n. 'II 
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counsels of Grosseteste, who both in his writings and in parlia
ment consistently opposed the tyranny of king and pope alike, 
but· he must have led a. quiet l!fe on his own estates until ==op 1248, when Henry sent him to govern Gascony. Archbishop 
Boniface lived generally in Savoy, regarding his English see 
only as a source of revenue: on his occasional visits he offended 
the English by his arrogance and violence, and, if now and then 
he saw that his real interest was to resist Roman extortion, he, 
like the king, was easily recalled by a share of the spoil. This 
period of our history is dismal indeed; but the sum of grievances 
was mounting so high that they must compel their own remedy, 
and men were growing up with a. sense of injury that must 
sooner or later provide its vindication. For a third time 
within the century the business of the Crusade, now preparing 
under Lewis IX, postponed the violent determination of the 
crisis. 

EccI~cal The events of these years may be briefly summed up: in. 
questions of • C d1 l' d . 
"'47. 1247 m a an emas par lament new protests were ma e agamst 

papal exactions, to which the'prelates were, in the second session 
held at Oxford, at Easter, obliged to yield; and 11,000 marks 
were granted 1. The same year Henry tried to restrict by law 
the ecclesiastical jurisdiction in temporal matters, such as breaches 
of faith, tithe suits and bastardy, and to confine it to matri
monial and testamentary causes. The proceedings of Grosseteste, 
who had encouraged the disciplinary assumptions of the spiritual 
courts, had called for a similar prohibition in 12461. In 1248 
the constitutional struggle began again, partly provoked by the 
arrival of a. new brood of foreigners, half-brothers of the king. 

Parliamenlll At a very great parliament held on the 9th of February, money 
P~b~!;,.~ was asked and grievances registered as usual s: the demand for 
;:~~.:df'e1 a justiciar, chancellor, and treasurer, appointed by the common 

council of the realm, was again made, and declared to be based 
on the precedents of former reigns. Henry replied with general 
promises, and the barons rejoined with general professions made 

I M. Paris, iv. 590, 594, 632, 6~3; Alm. Winton, p. 90; Ann. Wykes, 
P·26• 

M. Paris, iv. 580,614. • Ibid. v. 5. 
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contingent on his fulfilment of his promises. After a delay of and July. 

five months I he returned an arrogant refusal :-the' servant was~:': is 

not above his master, he would not eomply with the presumptuous 
demand; yet money must be provided. The answer of the 
barons was equally deeided; and Henry in his disappointment HeDry'~ 
turned his anger against his foolish advisers. They proposed tyr&lllllee. 

that he should sell his jewels to the eitizens of London. The 
king however, thinking that if the Londoners were rich enough 
to buy the jewels they might afford to help him freely, kept his 
Christmas at London, taking large sums as New Year's gifts 2

• 

At Easter, 1249, the annual debate was repeated. Again the Parliament 

appointment of the three great offieers was demanded~ but in of 1249-

consequenee of the absence of earl Riehard, who had taken the 
side of the barons, nothing was dones• The next year,1IIlderHeDry'B 

f 
repentance 

the pressure 0 debt .and poverty, Henry took the eross, begged in usa. 
forgiveness of the Londoners, whom he never eeased to molest 
by interference with their privileges, as well as. by extortion of 
money, and issued a stringent order for the reduction of his 
household expenses in order that his debts might be paid, con-
Boling himself with a heavy exaction from the Jews·. 

The king's economical resolutions lasted over the following 
Christmas; but his savings were ehieHydevoted to the enrichment 
of his half-brothers, for one of whom, Ethe]mar, he had obtained 
by personal advocacy the election to the see of Winchester. The Lull of 1'51. 

year 125I however passed without a quarrel, and the next year 
the complications of royal and papal policy took a new form. 
Henry had probably as little intention of visiting Palestine as ~e pro.. 
hi th d h h h ifh had • d' pooedml'5" 

S fa er an grandfat er ad ad ; e ever lDtende It, and ~e an 

the resolution was no strongel' than the rest of his purposes. = for 

The pope now tried to rouse him to his duty, and by way of in- :::;:;:,rl. 
ducement authorised him. to exact, for his expenses on Crusade, ..,.;.ted. 

a tenth of the revenues of the elergy of England and his other 
dominions, for three years, to be taken after a new !Iond stringent 
assessment a. This demand, which was announced in a papal 

I In 12411 • mensa J ulii magnum parliamentum apud Lundoniam j' Ann. 
Winton, p. 91 j M. Paris, v. 8, ao. . 

• M. Paris, V. 20-23,47,49. • lbul. ",:. 73· 
• Ibid. V. 101, 114-116, 136. • J!'oed. 1. 27 2, 274-

Pl 
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letter dated April II, 1250, was laid before the clergy on the 
13th of October, 1252, and was indignantly opposed by Grosse
teste, who declared it to be an unprecedented and intolerable 
usurpation. Ethelmar, on his brother's part, argued that the 
French clergy had submitted, and that the English had no 
means of successful resistance. Grosseteste replied that the 
submission of the French was itself a reason for the resistance 
of the English; two such submissions would create a custom. 
After a long discussion, in which they attempted to prevail on 
Henry to make an independent remonstrance, the clergy resolved 
that in the absence of the archbishops they were not competent 
to decide; tlie clergy of tbe province of York, when in the pre
ceding September the matter was laid before them, had declined 
to act without consulting their brethren of the southern 
province 1. The barons, whom the king next consulted on 
making an expedition to Gascony, replied that their answer 
would- depend on that of the clergy 9. Disgusted at finding 
that Ethelmar was inclined to SIde with the bishops, Henry 
now resorted to the meaner expedients of extortion, especially 
from the Londoners, a policy which afterwards cost him dear. 

Continna.noe After a preliminary discussion at Wmchester at Christmas, the 
~!!~n~t debate was continued the next Easter, 1253, and then in a very 
Easter,

I2
S3. large assembly of barons and clergy the king obtained his wish; 

the three years' tenth was to be paId when the Crusade should 
start; a scutage of three marks was granted by the tenants-in

Th. Parlin,. chief for the knighting of the king's eldest sons; and in return 
:dnU::'~J Henry confirmed the charters. On £his occasion the act was 
::;::,.~ tho performed with peculiar solemnity: a solemn sentence of ex-

. communication was passed on all impugners; the king himself 
was made to say 'So help me God, all these will I faithfully 

1 M. Paris, v. 324-328. They replied. 'Quod cum dictum negotium 
totam tangat ecclesiam Anglicanam ac in talibus communis inter clerum 
utrlusque provinciae, Eboracensis videlicet et Cantuariensis, consuever\t 
traotatus haberl, antequam certum daretur responsum, a modo 'illo recedere, 
non credunt esse congruum vel honestum;' Royal Letters, ii. 95. 

• M. Paris. v. 335. , 
• Cont. F. Wig. p. 184; M. Paris. v. 373-378; Ann. Burton, PP.305. 

318; Ann. Dunst. p. 186 j Ann. Waverl. p. 345 j J!'oed. i. 289,290; Liber 
de Antt. Legg. p. 18. 
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keep inviolate as I am a man, a Christian, a knight, a crowned He goes to 

and anointed king: Thus provided with funds, after some dis- ~:~:S3. 
cussion with the barons at Oxford, London, Winchester, and 
Portsmouth, as to their obligation to foreign service 1, he went 
to Gascony in August. 

The kingdom was left in the care of the queen and earl 
Richard, whose adIDini.stration is marked by the first distinct 
case. since the reign of John, of the summons of knights OfParliamen' 
the shire to parliaments. On January 28 and the following OlI2S4· 

days the prelates and magnates in parliament promised an aid 
for themselves, but said that they did not believe that the 
clergy would follow the example unless the tenth granted for 
the Crusade were given up or postponed s. The barons would 
go to Gascony but not the rest of the laity, unless the charters 
were confirmed. The regents therefore summoned a great Krrlgh1a of 

council to Westminster on the 2.6th of April, at which twO:=='nt 
chosen knights from each county, and representatives of the Apr. 26,1254· 

clergy of each diocese, were directed to report the amount of 
aid which their constituents were prepared to grant. The only 
result of the meeting was the renewal of complaints; and earl 
Simon took the opportunity of warning the assembled estates 
against the policy of the king'-. , . 

After wasting the money which the queen in spite of the 
reluctance of the barons succeeded in collecting, the king 
returned at the end of 1254 only to begin the contest where 
it had left off; the demand for an elective ministry was made 
and refused as usual at the Hoketide parliament of 1255&. But Hok.etide 

matters had now reached a point at which a stoppage of all ~~n' 
al bin .. d al th April 6-government mac ery was lIDmInent; an sever 0 er causes 

I Ann. Theokesb. p. 155; Ann. Dunst. p. 186; Ann. Winton, p. 93; 
Foed. i. 291: 'convenit Oxoniis omnia generaliter Anglo)"UlD universitaB,' 
July 20; J. Oxen. p. 179. 
• • Royal Letters, ii. 101; Select Charters, p. 375; L01'ds' Report, i. 95. 
an~ App. i .. 13; PryDDe~ Register, i. 3. ' 

M. ParIS. t. 423; VI •• 8.-28+ 
• M. Paris, v. 440; Ann. Dunst. p. 190. 
• M. Paris. v. 493; Ann. Dunst, p. 195; Ann. Winton, p. 95; Ann. 

Burton, p. 336. 
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served to bring about the long deferred crisis. These must be 
definitely distinguished. 

Variationa 176. The popes, who had practised successivelyon the pliant 
~=o~ Will of Henry, had by no means employed the same methods of 
B~n dealing with him. Honorius ill, who exercised a sort of pa-

ternal care over him, and felt a certain responsibility for his 
well-being, contented himself with a demand of patronage, which 
was to enable him to provide for the officers of the curia, without 
overtaxing those who brought appeals to Rome. The demand 
was not restricted to England, and both in England and in France 
it was refused. Gregory IX took a long step in advance of 
this when in 1229 he demanded a tenth of the moveable pro
perty of the whole realm to defray the cost of his war against 
Frederick II. This exaction, to which the king was bound by 
his proctors at Rome, and which was enforced with spiritual 
penalties, was intended to furnish the pope with money to 
execute his oWn schemes, not to be the means of drawing 
England into a European war. The legation of Cardinal Otho, 
which lasted from 123'1 to 1241, and was issued at the king's 
request, proved very lucrative to the Holy See; with Henry's 
connivance every conceivable expedient for raising money was 
adopted: procurations, licences for neglecting the vow of 
Crusade, multiplication of appeals, usurpation of patronage, and 

Direct direct imposts on beneficed foreigners. Not content with this, 
exaotio.... the legate in 1240 demanded a direct grant of a fifth of all 

ecclesiastical goods within the realm, 'which was actually wrung' 
from the bishops, whilst Peter de Rubeis was obtaining by 
separate negotiation promises of money from the monasteries 
and from individuals 1. A twentieth of clerical income for the 
Crusade for three years was demanded by the Council of Lyons 
in 12458. In 1246 Innocent demanded a halt; a twentieth,and 
a third from different classes of the clergy. But the personal 
connexion between Henry and Frederick was so close, tha., 
although English money was freely spent in war against the 

. emperor, the pope did not venture to give the king a stake 

I M. Paris, iv. 10, 15; Ann. Dunst. p. 154; AnD. Burton, p. 365. 
I M. Paris; iv. 458. . 
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in the great game. Innocent IV, having in his earlier years 
exhausted alI the older methods of extortion,· took, upon 
Frederick's death, a measure which led directly to the ruin of 
the king. As early as u50 it was reported in England that PropoaaJ to 

the pope had proposed the election of Richard of Cornwall to~w:.t;:'f· 
the empire; some said that he was to be emperor at Constanti-W ~l 
nople; the next year it was said that he had declined to be 
nominated as successor of Frederick III; the earl himself 
stated that he had refused the offer of the Sicilian crown. But 
the papal offers and promises were regarded merely as expedients 
for obtaining money. In u52, however, the proposal took a 
tangible form: Master Albert, the pope's notary, presented 
himself with full powers to treat on the pope's behalf with 
Richard for the kingdom of Sicily, which he regarded as a 
papal fief I. Richard, who was bound by friendship to Conrad, 
Frederick's heir, and was unwilling to supplant his own nephew 
lIenry, the titular king of Jerusalem, refused either to accept 
the crown or to lend his money. -The offer was next made and to 

to the king for one of his sons; he held back as long as his =:".:~. 
nephew Henry of Hohenstaufen lived. That prince died early 
in u54 1

, and then, the pope having offered to lend him money 
and commuted his vow of pilgrimage, Henry accepted Sicily for 
'his second son Edmund. The formal cession was made by Albert Negotiationa 

,. about the 
to Edmund at Vendome on the 6th of March, 1254', and the Sicilian 

arrangement was confirmed by the pope at Assisi on' the 14th of crown. 
May I. Innocent IV died on the 7th of the following December, 
and one of the first acts of Alexander IV was to repeat the confir
mation'. Henry, after exemplifying his characteristic indecision: 
by pleading his vow of Crusade, on the 18th of October, 1255, 
directed John Mansel to set the seal to the act of acceptance 7. 

1 M. Pari., v. IU, u8, 201, 347,457. • 
• Foed. i. 284. Henry undertook that the clergy should grsmt ~ ald. to 

Richard, 28th January, 1253; ibid. 288. Both the SODS of Fredenck died 
in 1254. • 

• Eoed. i. 302; M. Paris, vi. 302. Innocent offered to ~end the kmg 
£50,000 of To1ll"S; ibid. p. 3°3; prolonged the grant of tithe for two years 
more, May 23, 1254, and commuted his vow of pilgriD1&~e for the attempt 
on Sicily, May 31; ibid. 304. See also Royal Letters, u. II4;' • 

, Foed. i. 297. • IbId. I; 301. 
• April 9, 1255;. Food. i. 316-318. 7 Foed. 1. 331• 
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Unpopular- Such a negotiation was of course unpopular in England. The 
ity of this 
policy. design combined the objectionable characteristics of being origin-

ated by papal avarice, of being ~irected to the acquisition of 
foreign dominion, whence would flow a. new tide of aliens, and of 
leading Henry into a. war, for the direction of which he had neither 
skill nor experience. But the nation was unprepared to find 
him prompt and thorough in carrying the plan into execution. 
The pope began the war with Manfred, who now represented 
the house of Hohenstaufen, on his own account, but in Henry's 
name and on Henry's credit. Peter of Aigueblanche, the Pro
ven~al bishop of Hereford, who was the king's agent at Rome 1, 
allowed himself to he guided by Alexander, and bound the king 
to repay the money which the pope spent. The war was prolonged, 

The king'B and the pope became pressing for payment 9. In November, 
debt to the 
pope laid 1256, the archbishop of Messina. was despatched as papal am-
before par- b d dh' h . h liRment, assa or, an e, m t e chapter-house at Westminster on t e 
Mar. 25, I257· Sunday after Midlent, 1257, laid the statement of the royal debt 

Exaction 
from the 
prelates, 
in 1251. 

before the asstlmbled magnatess• It amounted to 135,000 marks. 
Henry, who was accompanied by his brother. recently elected 
king of the Romans, led forth the boy Edmund in an Apulilln 
dress and confessed his position. It was, he declared, with the 
consent of the English church that he had accepted the throne 
of Sicily, and he had bound himself, under the penalty of for-
feiting his kingdom, to pay the pope 140,000 marks. He asked 
therefore a tenth of ecclesiastical revenue an.d, besides other con
tributions, the income of aU vacant benefices for five years·, The 
prelates denied that they had consented or had been consulted 
on the matter, They had not even heard of the king's under-

1 It was by his advice that the king had asked and obtained from many 
of the prelates blank sheets sealed with their seals, which were filled up 
with promises to pay money at the king's discretion. See Ann. Osney, 
p. 110; M. Paris, V. 510. 

I On the 5th of February, 1256, he wrote to the king to pay him, or he 
would cancel the grant; Foed. i. 336. Soon after Henry confesses that he 
owes 135,501 marks at Rome, ibid. 337; and Alexander allows him to put 
oft' payment until Michaelmas, ibid. 342: and on the 6th of October, 1256, 
allows him to defer it until the 1St of May, 1257, sending the Archbishop 
of Messina to England; ibid. 350. . 

• M. Paris, v. 621-624; Foed. i. 354; Ann. 08ney, p. II4; Ann. Eurton, 
~~ ·Ann.B~~~ 
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taking until it was completed. In their helplessness they offered 
52,000 marks, which were ungracionsly accepted1• The grant 
was accompanied by a series of fifty articles of grievances I. 

The political feeling had been rising' high ever since Heury'SRetroopoct 
• • of Y25S and 

return from Gascony. The hIStory of the year 1255 IS a con-"56. 
tinuous record of quarrels in parliament and council. The 
charters were confirmed and republished in vain. In vain Rus-
tand, the pope's envoy, attempted to carry out his instructions 
to raise money. Political memory awoke, and, for the first time 
on record, the magnates on the 13th of October, to which day the 
Hoketide parliament had been adjourned 8, refused to give an aid 
on the distinct ground that they had not been summoned in the 
Corm prescribed by the great charter', The year 1256 was full 
oC the same contests; the Londoners, the Jews, the sheriffs, we~e 
mulcted in turn; the system of fines for distraint of knighthood 
was enCorced; the renewal of the charters was proposed; the 
clergy were canvassed singly and in every form of council. The 
mission oC Rustand, of the archbishop of Messina, and of 
HerlottuB with like instructions, only brought discontent to a 
head. The king was helplessly in debt; when he returned from Amount of 

. the kiDg'. 
Gascony he had spent 350,000 marks, now 140,000 more were debt. 
gone, and it was calculated that since his wasteful days began 
he had thrown away 950,000 marks G. 

Another train of circumstances had prepared a leader for the Simon de 
afflicted church and nation. Simon de Montfort had returned !':i':" 
home with his sense of public injustice sharpened by the feeling wrong&. 

of his private wrongs. Appointed in 1248 to govern Gascony, 
he had encountered extraordinary difficulties. He had to contend 
with a body of nobles whom Heury II and Richard I had faile4 

1 M. Paris, v.624,627. The answer was returned on the 22ndof April; 
Ann. Burton, pp. 393, 401. Another convocation waS held on the l2nd 
of August, in which both reforms and gravamina were discussed; ibid. pp. 
401-4°7. . 

• M. Paria, vi. 353 sq.: 'Articuli pro quibna episcopi Angliae fuerant 
pognatnri.' 

• See above, p. 69; Ann. Burton; p. 336. A~ this parliament proxies for 
the clergy (proc01'atores clericorum beneficiatorOlD archidiaconatuB) were 
present; Ann. Burton, pp. 360, 362. 

• M. Paris, V. 530; Ann. Burton, p. 360. 
• M. Paris, v. 627. 
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to reduce, and whose only object in acknowledging Henry III 
was to evade submitting to the stronger hand of Lewis IX. In 
this contest Henry supplied him with neither men nor money j 
Simon had to raise funds either from his own estates or by 
taxing the Gascons; the king acted as if he had sent him abroad 
simply to ruin his fortnnes and wreck his reputation, for, far 
from strengthening his hands, he lent a willing ear to all com
plaints against him. We have not to decide whether Simon ruled 
Gascony with judgment; he maintained Henry's hold on it in the 
greatest straits and nnder the most unfair treatment 1. Against 
the latter both earl Richard his personal enemy, and Edward the 
king's son, who was now growing into the grievous knowledge of 
his father's folly and ingratitude, had fonnd themselves obliged to 

Simon's protest. His term of office expired when Henry visited Gascony 
attitude In 
politioo. in 1353, but he had stayed some time longer abroad, and after his 

return had stood aloof from politics, not however avoiding the 
court or acting against the king, although he was engaged in a 
tedious litigation with him about his wife's jointure. 

Henry's Henry was not without friends. He had spared no pains to 
~eari:ong attach to himself some of the most powerful earls. Those of 

Gloucester, Warenne, Lincoln, and Devon, had been on his side 
in 1355 1• The king of the Romans supported him, although he 
would not lend him money. Boniface, although more inde
pendent than might be expected, was bonnd too closely to the king 
to venture to maintain the freedom of the church. Walter Gray, 
the inheritor of the traditions of good government, and Robert 
Grosseteste, the prophet and harbinger of better days coming, 

The king'. were dead. The aliens were in possession not only of royal favour 
otrength. 

but of substantial power, holding castles and revenues, and 
trampling on law and justice far more unrestrainedly than even 
William of Aum~e or Falkes de Breaute'. The programme of 

1 See Adam de Marisoo, Ep. 30. • M. Paris, v. 514 .. 
• The Annals of Waverley. p. 350, describe the miserable state of the 

kingdom: 'Quatuor etiam fratres domini. regis. • • prae ceteris alieni. 
genis dignitatibus et divitiis supra modum elevati, intolerabili fastu 
Buperbiae in Anglos saevientes, multis ao variis injuriis et oontumeliis 
crudeliter 80S afliciebant, nec ausus fuit aliquis praesumptiosis eorum ac 
tibus propter regis timorem obviare. Non solum autem isti, sed. quod 
magis dolendum est, Anglici in Anglos, majores scilicet in minores in-
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reform had been so often mooted and put by, that faith in it 
was nearly lost. Never before had the cause of liberty sunk so 
completely out of sight, if its chances of success were to be 
judged by the prominence of its defenders or the loudness of 
its advocates. It was out of the desperate humiliation of the 
kingdom that the remedy must be made to spring. 

The parliameu't of 1258 met at London in the second week Tho first 

after Easter, and sat until the 5th of Mayl. The king had~~~;.en\ 
only complaints and petitions to offer, the truce with the Welsh 
was at an end, and the Scottish barons had formed an alliance 
offensive and defensive with them 9. The clergy had drawn up 
a long list of gravamina embodying the complaints which had 
been first reduced to form by Grosseteste l • Three papal envoys 
in rapid succession had arrived, each with more stringent orders 
than the last, and the sentence of excommunication was hanging 
over the king in oonsequence of his delay in invading Apulia. 
The court was full of foreigners whose wealth and extravagance 
were in strong contrast with the state of beggary to which 
Henry declared himself reduced. The meeting was a stormy 
one. On the 28th of April the king's petition for money was Demand of 

• d . . hi h 'd' I lla fmoney, and reJecte , a petitwn w c was SaJ. to InVO ve a to. ge 0 profOSllion of 
'tenoe. 

one third of all the goods of the realm', It was openly pam 

declared that the king's exceptional delinquency must be met 
by exceptional measures·; Roger Bigod, who acted as spokes-
man of the baronage, insisted on the acceptance of distinct 

. terms, the banishment of the Poictevins, and the appointment 
Burgentes, cupiditatis igne succensi, placitis et merciameutis, taJIagiis et 
lIlI:&CtionibuB variisque a.liis incommodis unicuique quod suum er .. t cona
bantur auferre. Leges etiam et consuetudines antiquae aut nimis corruptae 
aut penitus cassatae et ad nihilum erant reda.ctae, et quasi pro lege erat 
cuique Bua tyrannica voluntas.' 

1 M. Paris, v. 676, 689. The da.te of the opening is. ?iven by M. Paris, 
'post diem Martis, quae vulgariter Hokeda.i appeUatur; i.e. April 2. The 
king describes it as called together, 'in quindena Paschae;' Foed. i. 370. 
Easter feU on March 24. There i. some evidence showing that representa.
tive knights for certain shires were present during a part of the proceed
ings; Lords' Report, i. 460. An earlier meeting had been summoned, for 
the third Sunda.y in Lent; see the writ to the Abbot of S. Alban's, da.ted 
January 24; but the da.y was changed; M. Paris, vi. 392• 

• Foed. i. 370. • Ann. Burton, pp. 412 sq. 
• Ann. Theokesb. p. 163 • 
• 'Excessus regis tractatus exigit speciales ;' M. Paris, v. 689. 
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of a commission of reform. Having found himself only partly 
successful in coll~cting offerings from the greater monasteries, 
Henry professed penitence, and in the end placed himself, on the 
30th of April. in the hands of the barons l • A committee ot 
twenty-four, chosen half from the royal council and half by the 
barons, were to enforce all necessary reforms before the follow
ing Christmas; on this understanding the question of a money 
grant might be considered. The king's consent to this scheme 
was published on the second of MayS, and the parliament was 
the next week adjourned to the IIth of June. at Oxford. By 
that time the barons were to have prepared the list of grievances 
and the scheme of provisional government by which they were 
to be remedied. The arch bishop held a council at Merton on the 
6th of Junes; the acts of this assembly seem to show a com
plete sympathy with the desire of reform and'indig)llltion at 
the king's conduct shown in parliament. . 

On the IIth of June, at Oxford', the Mad Parliament, as 
it was called by Henry's partisans, assembled. It seems to 
have been a full assembly of the baronage and higher clergyG. 
Fearful of treachery from the foreigners, the barons had availed. 
thetnselves of the -summons to the Welsh war", and appeared 

Articles of 'in full military array. The list of grievances, the petition of 
~:J::hf:~r- the barons now presented, contained a long series of articles =:y the touching the points in which the king's officers had transgressed 

either the letter or the spirit of the charters. The committal 
of royal castles to native Englishmen. the bestowal of heiresses 
on nativil hnsbands, the honest fulfilment of the charter of the 
forests, the freedom of ecclesiastical elections, the right of the 
lords to the wardship of their tenants, are claimed as a matter 

1 Ann. Theokesb. p. 164; cf. Ann. Wykes, p. II9. 
• Foed. i. 370, 371; Select Charters,. pp. 380-382; M. Paris, v. 689. 
• Ann. Burton, p. 412 sq.; Ann. Dunst. p. 163. • 
, Ann. Dunst. p. 208; M. Paris, v. 695. • Insane parliamentum ;' Liber 

de Antt. Legg. p. 37. . 
• The presence of the clergy at Oxford is expressly stated i Ann. Burton. 

p. 438; Ann. Dunst. p. 308. 
e This was issued March 14, for a meeting at Chester on the Monday 

before midsummer; Lords' Report, App. pp. 16-19. The king was to start 
from Oxford after the parliament, ibid. p. 19. A truce however was concluded 
fora year on the 17th of J una, Foed. i. 37a. See the Lords' Report, i. 126 • . 
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of justice. The complaints touch especially the illegal exaction Complaints. 

of feudal services, the illegal bestowal of estates as royal 
4lscheats and the denial of justice to their lawful owners, the 
vexatious fines for non-atten~nce exacted by the itinerant 
justices and by the sheriffs who had. multiplied the number of 
local courts beyond end.uTance, the erection of castles on the 
coast without national consent, the abuse of purveyance, the 
dealings with the Jews and other usurers who impoverished 
the kingdom and played dishonestly into the hands of the great, !etitioDB for 

the delays of justice owing to the licences issued by the king ,_ 
to the knights exempting them from service on juries, assizes 
and recognitions, and other like points which require a minute 
collation with the articles of the.Great Charter to illustrate their 
full meaning 1. The justice of the petitions was beyond question, Demand. of a 

but the immediate conclusion to be drawn from them was the ~';.=n 
necessity of having a fully qualified justiciar; and this at once 
opened the question of the new provisional government, the 
creation of the committee of twenty-four, by whose action 
the articles of complaint were to be redressed and by whom the 
. 7,Pinistry, the justiciar, chancellor, treasurer, and council were to 
be named. Preparations had probably been made for this in 
the earlier parliament; these were now completed. The idea of 
a commission of twenty-four may have been derived. from the 
executive body appointed at Runnymede; the mode of appoint-
ment bore more distinct marks of the character of arbitration. 
The two parties were definitely arrayed against each other, for M.t~od ~f 
Henry was not in the forlorn state to which his father had nommation. 

been reduced. The king nominated his nephew Henry of 
Cornwall, his brother-in-law John of Warenne, his three half-
brothers Ethelmar, Guy, and William of Lusignan, the earl of 
Warwick, John Mansel, John Darlington, a friar who was after-
wards archbishop of Dublin, the abbot of Westminster, Henry 
Wengham ,keeper of the Seal, the bishop of London, and pro-
bably archbishop Boniface 2. The community of the barons elected 

1 Ann. Burton, pp. 439-443; Select Charters, pp. 382-388. 
• Ann. Burton, p. 447. Only eleven names are given; the one omitted 

leems to be that of the archbishop. 
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Election of the earls of Gloucester, Leicester, Hereford and Norfolk; Roger 
the Twenty-
four. :M:ortimer, John Fitz-Geoffrey, Hugh Bigod, Richard de Gray, 

Project of 
government 
under the 
Provisions 
of Oxford, 
:1258. 

William Bardulf, Peter de Montfort, Hugh Ie Despenser, and the 
bishop of Worcester, Walter Cantilupe, The king's party was 
very poor in the historic namts of England, and the baronial 
selection included most of those which come into prominence 
both before and after this ·crisis. This body, after having re
ceived promises of faithful co-operation and obedience from 
the king and his son 1, proceeded to draw up & provisional 
constitution. 

The king was to be assisted by a standing council of fifteen 
members; these were to have power to counsel the king in good 
faith concerning the government of the realm, and an other 
things that appertained to the king and the kingdom, to amend 
and redress all things which they saw needed amendment and 
redress, and to exercise supervision over the great justiciar 
and all others. They were in fact not only to act as the king's 
private council, but to have a constraining power over all his 
public acts, just as, in the scheme propounded in I2H I, the four 
chosen counsellors were to have done, and as was actually done 

Council of by the council of nine chosen after the battle of Lewes. To these 
Fifteen. 

fifteen, as the king's perpetual council, was assigned the func-
Three annual tion of meeting, in three annual parliaments at Yichaelmas, at 
parliament.. Candlemas, and on the 1St of June, with another body of twelve. 

chosen by the barons to discuss common business on behalf of 
::~ the whole communitys. In the selection of the fifteen great 

precaution was to be taken. The twenty-four divided into their 
two original halves. The king's half selected two out of the op
posite twelve, and the twelve appointed by the barons chose two 
out of the king's half; these four were to choose~e fifteen·, The 

1 Ann. Burton, p. 457; M. Paris, vi. 401 ; Foed. i. 373; Ann. Thea
kesb. pp. 164,171; Ann. Wykes, p. II9; Chron. Rishanger (CameL Soc.), 
p. 3.. • Above, p. 6+ . 

• • Les duze ke Bunt ewu per les baruns a treter a treis parlemenz per an 
oveke Ie cunseille rei pur tut Ie commun de la tere de commun besoine;' 
Ann. Burton, p. 449· 

• This elaborate plan seems to have been not uncommon in cases of arbi
tration. In the treaty of Lambeth (Foed. i. 148), it is arranged that,for 
the decision of questions touching prisoners taken before Lewis's landing, 
Henrv's council is to choose three members of Lewis's council to make 
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twelve appointed to meet at the annual parliaments were chosen Committees 

by the general body of the barons; IIonother committee of twenty-~~~ 
four,chosen by the whole parliament on behalf of the community!, aid. 

was to treat of the aid which the king demanded for the war ; 
and the reform of the church was committed to the original 
twenty-four to be enforced as they should find time and place s. 

The somewhat confused details of the annalists seem to war- ADa1yais of' 

rant the following conclusions. The machinery now devised was ::.:: 
partly provisional, partly permanent; the provisional arrange- Pro~onaJ 
ment comprised first the redress of grievances in church and machinery. 
state, and secondly the providing of an aid. These two sets of 
functions were committed to two bodies of twenty-four, the 
former chosen in equal parts by the king and the barons, the 
latter chosen by the assembled bpdy. The most influential of 
the barons served on both of these committees. 
. The permanent machinery included the formation of a regular P0rIll!"'ent 

council and the reconstitution of the ministerial body, the no~- machinery. 
nation of the officers of state and sheriffs. The council of fifteen 
was selected in the complex manner described already, which was 
borrowed no doubt from the method of proceeding used in treaties, 
arbitrations, and ecclesiastical councils, where two well-definl)d 
parties were in opposition. We are not told how the great Appoint

officers were chosen 8, but the claim of the parliament to appoint ~ 

inquiry I while for the decision of questions of ransom, Lewis's council 
i8 to chOOl!8 tbiee of Henry's councillors. Bartholomew Cotton (p. 175) 
gives a case of an arbitration between Yarmouth and the Cinque Ports : 
• provisum fuit per ipso. quod barones quinque portuum eligerent sex 
homines bonos et legales de villa Gernemutse, et burgenses Gernemutae 
pe:s; homines bonos et legales de quinque portubus.' In point of intricacy 
the arrangements now adopted may be compared with the Venetian rule 
for choosing the Doge, Woolsey, Pol. Science, ii. 49; and with the Floren
tine constitutions, ib. pp. 68, 69 sq .. But the best parallel is with the 
cross elections of I.ords of Articles in Scotland; see especially, for 1367, 
1524, 1633, and 1663, Acts of Pari. of Scotl. i. 143; ii. 289; v. 9, 10; 
vli·449. . 

1 • ees Bunt les vint et quatre ke sunt mis per Ie commun a treter de 
aide del rei;' Ann. Burton, p. 450; Select Charters, p. 390. 

• • Ke Ie estst Ie seint Eglise seit amende par les vint et quatre eslaz a 
refarmer Ie estst del reaume de Engletere;' Ann. Burton, p. 450 • 

• • In parliamento Oxoniae factus fuit justitiarius Angliae dominus Hugo 
Ie Bigot;' Ann. Burton, p. 443. • Illi duodecim, de aonsensu et voluntate 
domini regis, elegerunt unum justitiarium principalem;' Ann; Dunst. P: 
309, where the twelve appear to be put for the twenty-four. CommUIU . . 
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them had been so often and so distinctly asserted and denied, 
that it may now have been compromised in such a way as to 
save all existing rights. This would easily be done by vesting 
the appointment in the hands of the king, advised by the twenty
four. The result was certainly a compromise; Hugh Bigod 1, 

The ministry a younger brother of the earl Marshall, a man of the strictest 
ofl2S8. • • d b f h 'al mtegnty an a mem er 0 t e barom party, was named 

justiciar at once; the great seal remained in the hands of 
Henry of Wengham, and Philip Lovell the king's treasurer 
continued in office until the' following October, when he was 
removed by the barons, and John of Crakehall, who had been 

Oath. and steward to Grosseteste, was appointed in his place s. The neces
audita. 

Bary security was supposed to be obtained by stringent oaths 

Oligarehlo 
oha.racter of 
theoohem .. 

imposed 0Ii. these officers, aRd drawn up in the parliament '. 
All the offices of state and the sheriffdoms ~ were to be held 
subject to an annual audit and for a year only, but there 
Beems to be no distinct prohibition of reappointment 5. 

The new form of gov;ermnent bears evidence of its origin; it 
is intended rather to fetter the king than to extend or develop 
the action of the community at large. The bar~nial council 
clearly regards itself as competent to act on behalf of all the 
estates of the realm, and the expedient of reducing the national 
deliberations to three sessions of select committees, betrays a 
desire to abridge the frequent and somewhat irksome duty of 
attendance in parliament rather than to share the central legis
lative and deliberative power with the whole body ofthe people. 
It must however be remembered that the scheme makes a very 

. indistinct claim to the character of a final arrangement. 

consilio constituerunt Hugonem Bigod justitiarium Angliae;' Ann.Osney, 
p. IT 9, referring to the twenty-four. • Per electionem baronum;' Lib. de 
Antt. Legg. p. 38. • 

1 Hugh Blgod was the younger brother of Roger Bigod, earl of Norfolk 
(1225-127°)' and was father of earl Roger (1270-13°7), who took pm in 
the proceedings of 1297. 

• M. Paris, v. 719; Ann. Dunst. p. 210. Lovell died in December. 
S Ann. Burton, pp. 447-449; Select Che.rters, pp. 388, 389. 
t Ann. Dunst. p. 210. 
I Ann. Burton, P.457; Ann. Dunst. p. 010. The sheriff was not to hold 

office 'fore un an ensemble.' The justiciar' ne seit fors un an.' It is possible 
that it was intended to forbid reappointments, but as regards the sheriffs it 
was not observed. See the 31st Report of the Deputy Keeper of the Records. 
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But before the new system was fully constituted a great The foreign· 

victory was won. One of the first resolutions of the twenty-four ::::'::!d: to 

was, that the king should at once resume all the royal castles and ::tl~un. 
estates which had been alienated from the crown; and a list was 22, 

12
58. 

made of ~neteen barons, all of them Englishmen, to whom the 
castles should be entrusted; amongst these the justiciar appears 
as warden of the Tower of London 1. When however it was 
proposed that the resolution should be enforced, the king's half-
brothers and their friends refused compliance. In vain Simon Their flight. 

de Montfort, as Hubert de Burgh had done before him, formally 
gave up Odiham and Kenilworth g; the alien party left the court 
in haste on the' 22nd of June, and threw themselves into the 
bishop's castle at Winchester 8. There they were besieged, and 
after some ignominious negotiations capitulated on the 5th of 
July'. Immediately after the surrender the Lusignans withand.banieh. 
their followers left the kingdom, carrying off only 6000 marks mont. 

out of the enormous treasures which they had accumulated. This 
struggle however did not interrupt the progress of reform; on 
the 26th of June, Henry" directed the four elected lords to pro-
ceed to nominate the council. Edward, as soon as the aliens had Execution of 

d . b h .• 8 h thereforma. departe , swore to 0 serve t e proVIsIons; on t e 23rd of July' 
they were accepted by the Londoners T; on the 28th directions 
were issued for inquiry into abuses 8; on the 4th of August 
Henry published his consent to abide by the decisions of his new 
council'; and on the 18th of October, in the assembly which 
appointed the new treasurer, and in which four knights of each 
shire presented the complaints against the sheriffs, he solemnly 
reiterated his adhesion in a document drawn up in English, 
French, and Latin 10. 

1 Ann. lIurton, pp. 444, 453. 
• M. Paris, v. 697. • Ann. lIurton, p. 444; Ann. ;Dunst. p. 209· 
• Foed. i. 375. 'J.'heyappear to have carried off more money than the 

government allowed them; ibid. 377. They sailed on the 14th of July; 
Ann. lIurton, p. 445; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 38 . 

• Royal Letters, ii. 127. The names of the counell are given below, 
p.85. cr. Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 37. 

• A.nn. Burton, p. 445. T Liber de Antt. L9If~' p. 39· 
• Foed. i. 375; Ann. Burton, P.456. • Royal Letters, 11. 129. 
'0 Foed. i. 378; Select Charters, p. 396; Ann. Dunst. p. 210; Royal 

Letters, ii. 130; Brady, Introd. p. 141. 
VOL,n. G 
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Conduotof The provisional government lasted from June 1258 to the end 
the govern. 
manto. of 1259 without any break, and from that date, with several 

interruptions, until the spring of 1 263, when war began. During 
this time the three annual parliaments were held, the council of 
fifteen meeting the twelve representatives of the community, and 
with them publishirig ordiriances and taking other measures for 
the good of the state. Peace was made with Wales, Scotland, 
and France. The negotiations with Lewis IX employed the 
energies of earl Simon for the best part of two years, and were 
completed by the king in a visit to France which lasted from 
November 1259 to April 1260, and in which, actirig as it was 
believed under the advice of the earl of Glou~ester 1, he finally 
renounced his claims on Normandy. 

Division in The remedial measures were executed but slowly s, One 
the govern· 
mento., section of the baronage was no doubt satisfied by the expul-

sion of the aliens, and little incliried to hasten reforms which 
would limit their own action and terminate the commission of 
their nominees. Their reluctance to proceed was probably the 
cause of the great quarrel which took place in the February par
liament of 1259 between the e~ls of Gloucester and Leicester ",' 

Proclamation and may have given occasion for the ordinance published by 
~!S!aroh. the king on the 28th of March, by which the barons of the 

council and the twelve representatives of the parliament under
took for themselves and their heirs .to observe towards their 
dependents all the engagements which the king had undertaken 
to observe towards his vassals '. This undertaking, which stands 
in dil'ect relation to the corresponding articles of the charters of 
Henry I, John, and Henry- III, might be suspected to be the 
result ~f pressure on the king's part applied to force the two 
parties into a quarrel, but it w~ more probably the result of a 

1 ebron. Dover, MS.; Cont. Gerv. ii. 209. 
• 'Postea (sc. J uL 23, 1258) praedicti barones habuerunt de die in diem 

colloquium, quandoque apud Novum Templum quandoque alibi, super 
uaibua et consuetudinibua regni in melius conformandis j' Liber de Antt. 
Legg, p. 39 . 

• M. Paris, v. 737, 744; M. Westm. p. 366. There were two 
parliaments in the spring, February 9 and April 28 j Ann. Winton, 
p.98. , 

f Foed. i. 381. See on this the Lords' Report, i. 130. 
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victory gained by Simon over Gloucester in the council itself. !fPartieo 

we may trust the popular belief of the time', Gloucester headed !:l~:'-
8 strong party that would have been content with the acquisition cester. 

of power for themselves, whilst Simon was regarded as a deliverer 
who was to make tyranny for the future impossible, whether 
from the side of the king or from that of the barons. Between 
these parties Henry himself may be s~pposed to have wavered; 
he had no reason to love the one more than the other, although 
he feared earl Simon the most of all. 

The position of affairs is still more distinctly shown by the Edward and 

events of the October parliament of 1259, in which we find~:.!=!t 
Edward, probably now in concert with Simon, acting wjth ~'::~p~ 
decision against the dilatory conduct of the council. On S. Ed- ~'=~J~ 
ward's dllY, October 13, we are told, the 'community of the %259, 

bachelors of England i,' thllt is, no doubt, the body of knights-
the tenants in chivalry, the landowners below the rank of the 
baronag&-sigoified to the lord Edward, the ead of Gloucester, 
and others sworn of the council, that, whereas the king had done 
all that was required of him, the barons had fulfilled none of 
their promises. In fact they ¥ad contented themselves with 
providing for their own interest and damaging that of the king; 
if amenus were not made, the complainants urged that another 
scheme of reform should be devised. Edward replied that, 
although be had unwnli~gly taken the oath, he would keep 'it 
honourably and was willing to risk death for the' community;' 
he then urged the barons to produce their remedial provisions; 
and the result was the issuing of a series of ordinances known as The Provi-

• • • •. sionsofWesf,.. 
the ProVlslons of WestmlDster, and enrolled 10 the Close Rolls minster are 

• . ' published in 
WIth the date October, I2 59, Of this document there are two co"""'luence. 

1 The Latin poem preserved by Rishanger (Wright's Political Songs, 
. p. 121) seems to belong to this period rather than to 126,p-

. '0 comes Gloverniae comple quod coepisti, 
Nisi claudas congrue, multos decepisti; 
Age nunc viriliter sicut promisisti, . 
Causam fove fortiter. cujus fons fuisti. • • • 
o tu comes Ie Bigot, pactum serva sanum, 
Cum sis miles strenuus nunc exerce manum,' &e. 

• 'Communitas bacheleriae Angliae;' Ann. Bm:on, p. ~?~. Bac~elar!i 
is used by M. Paris, v. 83, for the knights: 'Multi de Ulllitibus umvers,
tatis regni qui 8e volunt bachelarios appellari.' 

G2 
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Certain arti- versions, one in Latin and one in French. The French version 1 
cleefound in . t . . 1 h· h . h L . 
French but con ams some artic es w lC are not m t e atm, and are 
not enrolled. _ 

not enrolled. We may therefore suspect that the council took 
advantage of their position to omit from the final form of 
statute some of the points which were at the moment yielded 
to the pressure of the knights. The Provisions, as they are 
enrolled 2, remedy most of the complaints urged in the Oxford 

~=te';~ Petition, but they do not contain the stringent articles found 
in the French version, by which the county organisation was 
empowered to watch and limit the action of the council and the 
courts. By one of these, which agrees exactly with one of the 
Provisions of Oxford s, four knights were appointed in each shire 
to watch the sheriffs; by another the appointment of sheriffs was 
arranged; in the current year they were to be named by the 
justiciar, treasurer, and barons of the Exchequer; after that 
four good men were to be chosen in the county court, one of 
whom was to be selected by the barons of the Exchequer 4 : 

other articles provide for the redress of forest abuses and for 

TIt. barons 

J!I-lh.w•
rful 

council 

the legal observance of thp courts 6. 

With the issue of these articles the commission of the twenty
four must have ended, but their action had already become indis
tinguishable from that of the council of fifteen. The two bodies 
were composed largely of the same persons; nine out of the 
baronial half of the commission of reform had seats in the per

S~::'~th. manent council, and another was the justiciar; of the king's 
CounciJ. half, two only besides the archbishop, the earl of Warwick and 

John Mansel, were in the council, but of the rest of his nominees 
nearly all had taken part with his half-brothers and practically 
surrendered their places on the commission; only three of the 
councillors, the earl of Aumale, Peter of Savoy, James of Aldith
ley, possibly also the archbishop, were not of the twenty-four 8. 

1 Ann. Burton, pp. 471-479- Cf. Liber de Antt. Legg. p_ 43. 
I Royal Letters, ii. 394; Sta.tutes of the Realm, i. 8-12 j Select Charters, 

pp_ 400--405 ; Ann. Burton, pp. 480--484. 
• Ann. Burton, pp. 446, 477. 
• Ibid. P.478. 
a Ibid. pp. 478, 479. 
• The pe,.sonnel of the administration is 80 important that the following 



XIV.] Henry" vuit to Frat/ce. 

As Boon 88 the parliament broke up Henry went to France, Henry goes 

where he finally resigned his claims on Normandy. But from ~0!~':~5g. 
that moment the prospect began to darken. Before Christmas 
the Welsh were in arms: the pope was interceding for the 
return of Ethelmar. Early in 1260 the king heard that his 
half-brothers were preparing to invade England I, that Simon 
de Montfort was importing arms and horses ", that the king of 
the Romans was insisting on the payment of the money which 
he had lent to his brother. The earl of Gloucester was in at-
tendance on the king and took advantage of his position to 
alarm him and incite him to hostility·. He had an old grudge 
against Edward, to whom the king had given his castle at 
Bristol; Edward was embittered against him for advising the 
renunciation or sale of the Norman heritage, a feeling in which 
he probably had the sympathy of earl Simon. The alarming 

table is necessary to show the comparative influence of individu&l. mem
ben. See Roy&l. Letters, ii. 153. 

TIle 7I«nI,I-lour 
ch .. m to rd_ 

1M Slate. 

TM Council 01 
Fi/lu.n. 

TIle 7lDe/"" 
Commurit:merl 
'If Parliament. 

TIle TUItfIlII-lour 
Commil8Wnerl 

O/IMAi<J. 

'1 ~:~ J' r!':t~:-nry (1) Abp. of Canterbnry. Bp. of London. Bp. of London. 
... Bp. of Winton elect.. Earl of Winton. Earl of Winton. 
1; Henry of Almain. ct. of AumAle. ct. of AumliJe. a. John, E. of Warenne. Peter of Savoy. Peter of Sa.voy. 
{, Guy of Losignan. Jam .. of Aldit.hloy. John de Verdun. Gil .. of Erdinton. 

a .fol:'E.°!f~=cl.. John, E. of Warwick. ~~t:l~:~ 
~ ~~::: ~:;:tgton. John MaDaeL Roger de Monthant. f{;,~r~~M~ntb&nt. 

AbbotofWeetminster. Thom .. Greeley. Thomas Greeley. 
Henry Wengham. Giles d' Argentine. Gil .. d' Argentine. 
Bp. of Worcester. . Bp. of Woroeeter. Bp. of Worcester. "'1 Simon, E. of Leicester. SunOD,E.of Leicester. Slmon,E.of Leicester. 

1: Rich. E. of Glouoeeter. Ricb.E.ofGlollooster. Rlcb.E.ofGlouoester. 
IS. Humf. E.ofHereford. Humf.E.ofHereford. Humf.E.ofHereford. Humf.E.ofHereford. 
GI Roger, E. of Norfolk. Roger. E. of Yorfolk. Roger, E. of Norfolk. -a Roger Mortimer. Roger Mortimer. Roger Mortimer. 
g John Fitz-Geolfrer. John Fitz-Geolfrer. John Fitz-Geolfrey. 

P'l Hugh Ie Bigod. Roger de Sumery. Roger de Sumery. 
Rich.de~ Rich.de~ _~~ _~~ 

.. Will. Bardulf. Philip Baseet. Philip Baseet. 
~ Peter de Montfort. Peter de Montfort. Peter de Moofo .... 

Hugh Ie DeepeDlIOf. ~~ ~i:"'""'" = ~~~~ton 
l~~L~ . .~ 
• A great gathering of the magnates at London, April 19. i. mentione?, 

Ann. Winton, p. 98. Richard king of the Romans came to London m 
Easter week and called a Parliament for April 25; Liber d~ Antt. Legg. 
p. #. This is possibly the lIB8embly called to &ssure the king of a good 
reception; Ann. Wykes, p. 124. 
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~e i8lecalled news that Edward, his son and heir, was con8piring with Simon 
f.;,~e:me. to depose him caused the king to return in haste on the 23rd 
April·3. • • 
.. 60. of April 1. In fear, or pretended fear, for the Issue of the 

struggle, he would not trust himself at Westminster 9, and, 
having reached London on the 30th, assembled the barons at 

Quarrels and S. Paul's. There Edward was reconciled with his father: but 
reoonciJia.. 
tiOD& the king and Gloucester fiercely attacked earl Simon, and after 

a long discussion the points in dispute between them were 
referred to arbitration. The king further laid before the par
liament certain conclusions at which he had arrived as to 
his obligation to observe the Provisions. The storm blew 
over for the time; but the unity of the provisional government 
was already broken up, and Edward, if not his father also, was 
learning the policy qf employing the one party to destroy the 
other. . 

~arJ~'~on! The Welsh war furnished employment for the Midsummer 
m w..&J.12.,,;o. 

HughIe 
Despenser 
becomes 
justiciar, 
Oct. .. 60. 

parlillment s; but, although it was in that qns.rter that the cloud 
at last broke, the time was not come for an open schism. The 
October session" in which Hugh Ie Despenser succeeded Hugh 
Bigod as justiciar G, was merely an occasion for solemn cere
monial. Henry however, in opposition to the advice of his son, 
who held himself bound by his solemn engagement, was treating 
meanwhile for a diEpensation from his oath and for the resump

Proceedings tion of the design upon Sicily·. Rumour was already active, 
during 1261. 

and, on the 14th of March, 1261, the king, who in alarm had 
thrown himself into the Tower, had to forbid malignant reports 
about the collection of tallage '. Having been compelled by 
the remonstrances of Edward and the earls to dismiss his 
counsellor .John Mansel, and believing himself no longer safe 

1 Ann. Dunst. pp. 314, 215; Ann. Wykes, p. 133; Ann.Winton, p. 99; 
Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 44; M. WestIn. p. 373; Cbron. Dover, MS. Cont. 
Gerv. ii. 210. 

• M. Westm. p. 373. 
• This was called for July 8; Liber de Antt.!.egg. p. 45; Foed. i. 398. 
• October 13; M. WestIn. P.375. October 25; Liber de Antt. Legg. 

P·45· -
a The relations of the three rival justieiars wt>re curious; Philip Basset 

was the father of Alina, who married first Hugh Ie Despens6r, and after 
his death Roger the Bon of Hugh Bigod. FOBS, Biographia J uridiea, p. 59. 

• M. WestIn. p. 379. ' Foed. i. 405· 
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in London, he went down to Winchester; there, on the 24th 
of April, he removed the new' justiciar and appointed Philip 
Basset in his place 1. He also removed Nicolas of Ely the 
chancellor, and substituted Walter de Merton'. In May he had 
gained courage to threaten the expulsion of the foreign fol
lowers of earl Simon; and on the 12th of June he produced 
the bull of absolution S which Alexander IV just before his 
death had granted, with letters of excommunication against all 
who should contravene it. The arbitration between him and 
Simon, which was referred in July 1261 to queen Margaret of 
France, helped to prolong the suspense. 

The two parties seem to have now prepared for overt ,war: Henry a~: 

Henry on the 16th of August' published a manifesto declaringru:':. 18 

his purpose of observing the rights and liberties of his subjects Aug. 126,. 

and appealing to the history of the last five and forty years 
as a proof of his sincerity: he complained too of the slanders 
of his enemies and justified his precautions in removing the 
sheriffs and wardens of the castles appointed by the council. 
Leicester, Gloucester, and the bishop of Worcester, who not- Coun~r 

. h d' hi' t h h councils at WIt stan mg t e recent quarre were actmg oget er as t e s. Alba.n'. 

chiefs of the provisional government, summoned to S. Alban's w!dscr. 
an assembly to which three knights of each shire were invited 
by writs addressed to the sheriff. This was a most timely and 
important recognition of the position of the county organisation 
and of the attitude taken up by the knights in 1259, as well 
as of the expanding policy of Simon and his advisers. Hearingtc :which 

of this, and fearful of throwing the knights into determined ::.::~!.TI;.. 
opposition, Henry ordered the sheriffs to send the knights not :::::,-

Sept. xS, 1261. 
to S. Alban's but to Windsor G, where he proposed to treat for 

1 Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 49; M. Westm. p. 380; Rishanger; p. 10. 
Cf. Ann. Wykes, pp. 125,129' 

, Ann. Wykes, p. 129. 
• Ann. Wykes, p. 128. The bulls are dated April 13 and May 1. Alex

ander died May 25; Foed. i. 405,406. The archbishop ordered the execu-
tion of the bulls August 8; ibid. 408. . 

• Foed. i. 408. ., . 
• Royal Letters, ii. 179; Select Charters, p. 405. The wnt IS duected 

only to the sheriffs 'citra Trentam.' According to the stateme~t of a. 
strf)ng royal partisan given in M. Westminster, p. 391, only the bishop of 
Worcester, the earls of Glouoester a.nd Leicester, Hugh Ie Despenser and 
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peace on the 18th of September. Little result however followed 
either the military preparations or the negotiation for peace. 
Before the day fixed for the meeting the earl of Leicester went 
to France, leaving the management of affairs in the hands of 
his uncongenial colleagues 1. He was fettered by the stilI pend
ing arbitration, and probably by the co-operation of Gloucester: 
the king by the fact that the pope had died immediately after 
granting the absolution, and it had not yet been confirmed by 

Negotiations his successor. In a meeting at London in October, terms were 
~~. drawn up, but the pacification failed; the council removed the 

king's sheriffs and appointed keepers (custodes 2) of the counties: 
on the 18th the king ordered by proclamation that his own 
sheriffs should remain in office s. Ten days later negotiations 

Peace mad., were resumed at Kingston. An arbitration was determined upon, 
Doc. 7· on the 21st of November, and on the 7th of December Henry 

annonnced the conclusion of a treaty and the pardon of all who 
should seal the agreement before the 6th of January: all points 
in dispute were to be adjusted by the following Whitsuntide '. 
Whether Simon and his friends accepted this agreement is 
uncertain; on the 16th of December they had not sealed the 
act, and were formally invited by the king to do it 5. It 
mattered little however except so far as the storm' passed .over 

EventBof 
1262. 

again without bloodshed. 
One of the most important questions in dispute was the right 

to nominate the sheriffs, and this was referred to the king of 
the Romans, who early in 12'62 decided in favour of the kings. 
On the 25th of February' Urban IV renewed the absolution 

Peter de Montfort out of the twenty-four were still faithful to the pro
visions. 

I Foed. i. 409; Cont. Gerv. ii. 213. The king, writing to Lewis IX on 
Sept. 2, mentions the earl's departure. 

• Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 49; M. Westm. p. 381. 
a Ann. Dunst. p. 217; Royal Letters, ii. 193. 

• Foed. i. 411, 412; Ann.Osney, p. 218 (December 5); Ann. Wykes, 
P· 129· 

• Royal Letters, ii. 196. The Osney Annals, p. 129, state that Simon 
refused to accept this, and left England in,consequence. Cf. Ann. Dunst. 
p. 317· . 

• See Royal Letters, ii. 197; Foed. i. 415; Ann. Wykes, p. 130. 
, Henry had begun to intrigue for Urban's absolution in September, 

1261 i his proctor at Rome found himself opposed by another agent, acting 
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of the king from his oath; the bull was laid before the par- Theldng 
liament on the 23rd of April 1, and on the 2nd of Yay the absolved. 

sheriffs were informed of it I. Leicester. prolonged his stay 
abroad. The king was in France from July to Christmas •. = tD 

During his absence the earl of Gloucester died, and his son, G.1ouceetor 

& young man of nineteen, threw himself into the arms of
oll 

.... 

Leicester. In October earl Simon paid a short visit to' Eng-
land, bringing with him it was said papal letters in favour of 
the Provisions of Oxford. These were read in the October 
parliament in spite of the opposition of the justiciar, and 
Simon went back to France '. Henry accordingly, finding Henry 
himself on his return without support in the council, soon after ():an:n!!, 
Christmas again confirmed the Provisions 6. 1262-

As usual Henry's promises wel'e only made to be broken; 
hiB very renewal of them provoked the suspicion that he was 
trying to annul the hateful measures which had so limited his 
authority. He brought. back with him a host of foreigners: 
the arbitration with Simon failed ., and war was raging between 
the Marchers and the Welsh. The king's demand made onHedemands 
the und of March, 1263 T, tbat the oath of allegiance should!t:=.:t, 
be taken to Edward, provoked a new struggle. The earl of::'~63. 
Gloucester refused to take it 8, and at Whitsuntide Simon, who 
had come home early in the spring, raised the standard of 
revolt. Having demanded of the king a re-confirmation of He refuses to 

the Provisions, which was .refused ., he began to collect armed ~::!::,:. 

in the king's name for the council, and urging the confirmation of the new 
system; Royal Letters, ii. 188. The letter of absolution was obtained 
early in Februa.ry, and dated Februa.ry 25; }'oed. i. 416. It was published 
in London in Lent; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 49. See Royal Letters, ii. 
206, 208, 209. Another bull of release, dated at Orvieto, Aug. 23, 1263, 
is in the Bodleian MS. 91. 

1 Ann. Wykes, p. 130. I May 2, 1262; Foed. i. 419. 
• Ann. ' Dunst. pp. 218, 219; Ann. Osney, p. 130. He returned Dec. 20; 

Cont. Gerv. ii. 218. 
• Chron. Dover, MS.; Cont. Gerv. ii. 217. 
I About Jan. 25, 1263 ; Ann. Osney, p. 131; Liber de Antt. Legg: p. 52. 
• Simon, was negotiating a truce with Edward to last until M1dlent, 

March 40 1263; Royal Letters, ii. 2#. . 
• Foed. i. 425. Sent to the Cinque Ports June IS, ibid. 427; taken m 

London, March II, Lib. de Antt. Legg. p. 53. 
• Ann. Dunst. p. 220. 
, Before Whitsuntide; Liber de Antt. Legg. pp. 53, 54· 
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simonbeginaadherents, and 'proceeded to attack the king's friends. The 
war. 126]0 B' h f H £ d th fir .. h IS op 0 ere or was e st VIcbm ; e was taken prisoner 

on the 11th of June. Gloucester and the town "Of Bristol were 
next taken. Simon then betook hinIself to Kent to secure the 
Cinque Ports. Edward on the other hand made Windsor the 
head-quarters of an armed force and seized the treasure in the 
New Temple. The king and queen fled to the Tower of London, ::on and the king had to confirm the Provisions I. Here the king 

Richard. of the Romans intervened, and, although Edward still refused 
to submit to force, the intervention secured the conclusion of 
a temporary peace on the 15th of July', by which the aliens 
were banished and Hugh Ie Despenser restored to the justiciar-

!'~~Jo~ ship. Edward held out until the 18th of AugustS. On the 
8th of September' the Provisions were again proclaimed at 
S. Paul's, and Henry and Simon xnsde another attempt to 
obtain a satisfactory arbitration in a short visit to France, 
which lasted from September 19th to October 7th G. The 
attempt as usual failed: the parliament which met on the q.th 
of October . witnessed a stormy debate on the redress to be given 
by the baronial party to those who had suffered wrong at their 

~,.:~=t!, hands; the king left London, Edward re-occupied Windsor. 
Lewis IX. After Bome brisk manreuvres mediation again prevailed, and 
~~r on the 16th of December 8 it was determined to refer to Lewis 

IX the whole question of the validity of the Provisions, and 
the final decision whether or no they. were to continue in force. 

The act of compromise, which was executed by Henry at 
Windsor and by Simon and his party at London, rehearses 7 

I This is probably the confirmation recorded in the Patent Rolls of 47 
Hen. III (Statutes, i. 8, note /J; p. II, note Il). and published June 13, 
1363· 

• July 15. Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 55; Foed. i.427. June 29; peace 
proclaimed July 20, ibid. 56; July .6. Windsor surrendered, ibid. 57. 

• Foed. i. 430. See Royal Letters, ii. 247. 248. 249. • 
• See Ann. Theokesb. p. 176. where an assembly of clergy is mentioned 

as meeting on September 8, and sitting for a fortnight with no result; 
Ann. Dunst. p. 224 • 

• See Royal Letters, ii. 249; Ann. Dunst. p. 225. September 22-

October 7, Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 57 • 
. • Royal Letters, ii. 252; Ann. Dunst. 227; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 58. 

• The two acts of consent are printed in the notes to the Chronicle of 
Rishanger (Camd. Soo.). pp. 121, 122, from the original documents. Select 
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on the part of each a consent to the arbitration and a distinct The act of 
promise to observe it. The names of the barons who joined in compromise. 

the act, being given in the two documents, furnish some data as 
to the composition of the two parties at the moment. With the 
earl are found ·the bishops of London and W oreester, Hugh Ie Division of 
Despenser the barons' justiciar, and Humfrey de Bohun the heir f~~""m~ro
of Hereford nnd Essex. With the king, besides his son and his mise of ,.63· 

nephew Henry, his brother William of Valence, and his brother-
in-law John of Warenne, are Humfrey de Bohun the father, 
Hugh Ie Bigod the late justiciar, Roger Ie Bigod earl of Norfolk, 
Philip Basset and Roger Mortimer. . Few of the twenty-four or 
of the fifteen appear in either list, more however on the king's 
side than on that of the earL Nor is it easy to draw a geo
graphical line between the parties; Bruce and BaHiol, Clifford, 
Percy, Vaux and Marmion are with the king, ROB, Vipont, 
Vescyand Lacy are with the earl. Gloucester, on whose atti-GIouceeter 

d .. b bl h . stands aloof. tu e It 18 pro a e muc of the later course of events depended, 
stood aloof altogether. 

Henry went in person to Amiens to attend the arbitration; 
Simon was prevented by an accident from doing, the same: it 
is not however probable that the decision of Lewis was affected 
by his absence. The king of France had liis own idea of the 
dignity of royalty, and was too humble and charitable not to 
credit other men with the same desire of doing their duty 
which was predominant in himself. He decided, on the 23rd Decision of 
of January, 1264, all points in favour of Henry, annulled the!h'~~.if 
Provisions of Oxford and all engagements founded upon them; 1:':'''::: .. 64-

in particular he left .the king free to appoint his own ministers, ff.~ p::,~ 
council and sheriffs, to. employ aliens, and to enjoy his royalsionBof 

Oxford. 
power as fully as he had don~ before the enactment of the 
Provisions. Two provisoes are' added to console the barons; 
this award is not intended to derogate from the liberties of 
the realm as they were established by royal charter, privilege, 
franchise, statute, or praiseworthy custom; and all feuds arising 
from the recent proceedings are peremptorily suppressed. Thus 

Charters, pp. 406-409 j Feed. i. 433. 434 j Ann. Theokesb~ p. 177 j Liber 
de Antt. Legg. p, 58. 
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the charter of liberties is saved; the king may take no revenge· 
on the barons, or the barons on the king. The Mise of Amiens, 
as the arbitration was called, received the papal confirmation 
on the 16th of March 1. • 

177. It was scarcely to be expected that the baronial party 
War in would patiently acquiesce in this decision s. They were already, 
:'~~264' under the pretext of the Welsh war, fighting and seizing the royal 

castles in the West, Llewelyn and earl Simon against Edward 
s,nd Mortimer; and when the king on the 15th of February 
returned from France, bringing a considerable force and fresh 

~e .... bitr&- papal letters, lie found his way open to full revenge. Technically 
=!IT'; the fault must lie·with Simon, who never thought of observing 
the baron the award which he had so recently bound himself to accept, 

and whose conduct on the occasion is, except on the plea of 
Attitl1de of absolute ne~essity, as unjustifiable as that of the king. It is 
London. • 

however certain that a great part of the baronage, nearly the 
whole of the lower population s, and especially the city of 
London and the Cinque Ports, had not joined in the compromise, 
and were not bound by the award. It was on the aid of these 
that Simon threw himself and by it he prevailed. The king sum
moned a parliament, pr rather a conference·, to Oxford in March; 
but the earl of Leicester and his companions attended it merely 
to declare their adhesion to the Provisions and to disclaim the 

Warbegins. compromise. This was a declaration of war. Henry accordingly 
seized Northampton and Nottingham, and Simon with' the 
Londoners besieged Rochester. Hearing that Tutbury and 
Kenilworth had fallen into his hands, the king then marched 
south to relieve Rochester, and, learning that the siege was 
abandoned, encamped in great force beiQre Lewes. Simon and 
the Londoners, still making a show of negotiation, followed 
him: an offer of £30,000 was made for the confirmation of the 

1 Foed. i. 436. 
• Ann. Theokesb. p. 179; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 61. 
• 'Fere omnis communa mediocris populi regni Angliae;' Liber de 

Antt. Legg. p.61. . 
• A conference wa.s proposed at Brackley March 18; the king sum· 

moned his forces to Oxford on the 20th; Foed. i. 437; cf. Liber de Antt. 
Legg. p. 61; marched from Oxford towards Northampton, April 3 ; Ann. 
Osney, p. 143. 
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Provisions. The debate ended in a formal defiance addressed 
by Henry, bis brother, and his son, to the earls of Leicester and 
Gloucester, on the 12th of May l. On the 14thZ the battle OfHenryd ... 
Lewes, won through a singular conjunction of skill and craft on t:::: :r 
the one side, rashness and panic on the other, placed the king ~a;~4. 
with his kinsmen and chief supporters as prisoners at the mercy 
of the earl. 

The 'Mise ofLewes,'the capitulation which secured the safety The Mu.o,f 

of the king, contained seven articles 3. By the first and sccond, Lewu. 

after a re-confirmation of the Provisions, a new body of arbitra-
tors was named: the archbishop of Rouen, the bishop of London, 
Peter the chamberlain of France, and the new legate the car-
dinal bishop of Sabina, with the duke of Burgundy or count of 
Anjou as umpire in case of need; the third directs that the arbi-
trators shall swear to cboose only English counsellors; by the 
fourth the king is bound to act on the advice of his counsellors 
in administering justice and choosing ministers, to observe the 
charters and to live at moderate expense; by the fifth Edward 
and his cousin Henry are given as hostages; a sixth provides 
for the indemnity of the earls of Leicester and Gloucester; and 
the seventh fixes the next Easter as the time for the completion 
of the compromise. Peace was declared on the z 5th of May' ~::J.ro
and published at London on the 11th of June 6. 

This treaty furnished the basis of the new constitution which M~of 
Simon proposed to create, and forms the link between it ~nd the oecunty. 

earlier one devised in 1258. As soon as the royal castles bad 
been placed in fit hands, on the 4th of June", writs were issued 
appointing guardians of the peace in each shire and ordering the 
election of four knights of each shire to meet the king in parlia-
ment on the 2 zild of the same month. The parliament met and New schome 

ofgovem-
drew np the new scheme of government, which was to be observed mont, JUIUI 

I.!it-
as long as Henry lived, and under Edward also for a term to 

1 Foed. i. #0; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 6+ 
• Ann. Winton, p. 101; Ann. Waverley, p. 537; Ann. Dunst. p. 232 • 
• See Chronicle of ru.hanger (Camd. Soc.), p. 37; Select Charters, 

p. 334; d. Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 63. 
• Foed; i. #1. 
• Foed. i. #3. May 27, Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 63· 
• Foed. i. #2; Select Charters, p. 4II. 
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be afterwards settled 1. The king is to act by a council of nine 
members, nominated by three electors; the electors are to be 
chosen by the barons and to receive full powers from the king 

Standing for the purpose. Of the nine counsellors three are to be in con-
oouncil . 

stant attendance: by their advice the ministers and the wardens 
of the castles are to be appointed. Electors and counsellors are 
bound by special oaths; iu case of dissension, two-thirds of each 
body are competent to act; the appointment or" successors or 
substitutes for the electors rests with the king and the barons 
aud prelates; vacancies among the cQunsellors are to be filled 
up by the electors. All these must be native Englishmen, but 

~~ aliens shall be free to come and go and stay. The .charters and· 
chartem. the provisions of 1263 I, which were a republication of those of 

1259, were confirmed, and the two parties enjoined to forgive
ness and forbearances. It is observable that the.knights of the 
shire are not recognised as having a voice in the choice of either 
electors or counsellors: yet t.he fllct of their summons to this 
and the following parliament seems to sllOw that Simon regarded 
them as an integral part of the national council or parliament. 
And in this we trace a marked difference between his earlier and 

~~a!:,:~~ later policy. The provisions of 1258 restricted, the constitution 
tution to of 1264 extended, the limits of parliament; the committee of 
that of 12s8. 

twelve that· was to sit with the council of fifteen, the cumber· 
some and entangled duties of the several commissions, disappear; 
and some confidence is shown in the community of knights which 
had been assembled by representation in 1254, which had come 
forward to urge reform in 1259, and whose importance bad been 

Rapi~ ex.! recognised by both parties in the summons of I26I. But the 
pan810n 0 
the reforma. provision for freedom of election showed more than a confi-

dence in the knights; it extended iliat confidence to the free
holders by whom they were to be chosen, a confidence which was 
in a few months extended to the inhabitants of the boroughs. 
Either Simon's views of a constitution had rapidly developed, or 
the influences which had checked them in 1258 were removed. 

1 Select Charters, p. 412; Foed. i. 443: where also is the scheme of 
church reform; cf. Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 66. 

• Sse p. 89, Dote 7. • Foed. i. 443. 
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Anyhow he. had had genius to interpret the mind of the 
nation and to anticipate the line which was taken by later 
progress. 

The three electors chosen were the earls of Leicester and The new 

Gloucester and the bishop of Chichester, Stephen Berksted" ministe .... 

Hugh Ie Despenser continued to be justiciar', and Thomas of Can-
tilupe, nephew of the bishop of Worcester, was made Chancellor. 
The names of the council do not appear; but it no doubt con-
tained Peter de Montfort, Roger St. John, and Giles of Argentine. 

The new government was called on for immediate action. Threats of 

John of Warenne and the other fugitives from Lewes had ~~a::'::':1 
joined the queen in France, and were preparing an invasionS. =:.h. 
Boniface and the whole foreign party had combined to aid Threat&of 

h d h 1 
. hi the legate. 

t em, an t e egate, who was not disarmed by s nomination 
8S an arbitrat~r, was threatening excommunication. In a great 
meeting of the clergy held in July at S. Paul's, bishop Walter 
of Cantilupe solemnly appealed against the action of the legate4

• 

On the 6th of the same month the whole armed force of the 
country was summoned to meet at London on the 3rd of 
Augnst G, to resist the attack, bu~ adverse weather prevented 
the sailing of the queen's fleet, and early in September Henry 
of Cornwall was sent to France to open the arbitration de
termined at Lewes. The legate was ready to anathematise· Appeals to 

the new government, and the ambassadors were ill-treated the pope. 

on landing; the business of the arbitration was stopped, and 
the English church had to appeal to the Pope on the 19th of 
October' against the sentence of anathema. Urban IV, how-
ever, was already dead, and his successor, who was not elected 

1 Foed. i. +14. Stephen Berksted had been a cha.plain of S. Richard, 
• vir summae simplicitatis et innocentia.e;' Wykes, p. 312. 

• It is sometimes stated that Simon made himself justiciar; this is a 
mistake caused by running together in particular documents the attesta
tion of the earl ond that of Hugh Ie Despenser. 

• See Royal Letters, ii. 257,262 sq. 
, Cont. Gervas. ii. 239-242. 
• Foed. i. 444; Royal Letters, ii. 259, 269. The forces of the shires !"s~ 

are called out: the feudal tenants are summoned • in fide et homaglO; 
a.nd the sheriffs are bidden to send from each township eight, six, or four 
armed foot·men, whose expenses are to be paid' de commune.' See Royal 
Letters, ii. 271 • 

• October 20; Foed. i. +18. 7 October 19; Ann. Dunst. p. 234· 
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until t.he following February, was none other than the legate 
himself. 

The famous parliament of Sinlon de Montfort was summoned 
to meet at Westminster on the 20th of January, 1265. A 
previous meeting had been called at Oxford on the 30th of 
November, and a great military levy had been summoned at 
Northampton on November 25, for the purpose of taking active 
measures against the recalcitrant marchers, with whom it was 
suspected that Gloucester was already intriguing 1. From Oxford 
the king and Sinlon went on to Worcester, where an agreement 
was made that several of the discontented lords should absent 
themselves from England for a year and a day, and the other 
marchers came to terms s. There, on the 13th of December, 
the king confirmed the Provisions of 1259 s, and on the follow
ing day was issued a first series of writs for the gt;eat parliament 
of 1265. A second series followed, ten days later'. 

Important as this assembly is in the history of the con
stitution, it was not primarily and essentially a constitutional 
assembly. It was not a general convention of the tenants-in
chief, or of the three estates, but a parliamentary assembly of 
the supporters of the existing government. This was a matter 
of necessity. It would have been a. mere mockery to summon 
the men who were on the other side of the channel uttering 
anathemas or waiting for an opportunity of invasion. Arch
bishop Boniface therefore was not cHed, nor the other bishops 
who were avowedly hostile. The archbishop of York, the 
bishops of Durham and Carlisle, ten abbots and nine priors 
of the northern province, ten bishops and four deans of the 
southern were summoned, and by a later writ, issued December . 
24 at Woodstock, fifty-five abbots, twenty-six priors, and the 
heads of the military orders: a. sufficient proof that the clergy 
as a body were on the side of the earl. With the baronial body 
this was not the case; only five earls (Leicester, Gloucester, 

1 Ann. Dunst. p. 235; Ann. Osney, pp. 154,159; Ann. Wykes, p. 159. 
• Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 70; Ann. Omey, p. 159; Foed. i. 449 . 
• Statutes of the Realm, p. II. 
t Foed. i. 449; Select Charters, p. 415; Ann. Dunst. p. 235; Lords' 

Report, iii. 32-36. 
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Norfolk, Oxford, and Derby) were summoned, and with them 
only eighteen barons \ of whom ten had acted with Simon in 
the arbitration of Amiens. But the great feature of the parlia- Represent.-

h . fhh' .. db htionof ment was t e representation 0 t e s Ires, CIties, an oroug s: ahiI ... and 

each sheriff had a writ ordering him to return two discreet borougbB. 

knights from each shire; a like summons addressed to the cities 
and boroughs ordered two representatives to be sent from each, 
and the barons of the Cinque Ports had a. similar mandate. 
The writs to the cities and boroughs are not addressed to them Peculiariti .. 
through the sheriff of the county, as was the rule when their of oummona. 

representatives became an integral part ~f the parliament, and 
so far the proceediogs of Simon do not connect themselves 
directly with the machinery of the county courts; nor is there 
any order for the election of the representatives, but the custom 
of election was so well established that it could not have been 
neglected on this occasion I, 

The parliament tlius organised continued its session until late Parliament 
• M hB 't hi fb . hI' f h of I26s, Jan. In arc ; I S C e uSIness was t e cone USlon 0 t e arrange- to March. 

ments entered into in the Mise of. Lewes. On the 14th of 
February' the king swore to maintain the new form of govern-
ment, the charters and provisions; the negotiations for the re~ 
lease of Edward began on the 16th6 and were completed on the 
8th of Marcho; on the 14th Henry published a. statement of 
the circumstances and terms of the pacification 7; on the 17th 
oa.ths of fealty were taken by all who had been defied by the 
king before the battIe of Lewes 8; on the 20th, in pursuance 
of the treaty with Edward. the county of Chester, with valuable 

. 1 The barons are Camoys, S. John, Ie Despenser (justiciar), Fitz John, 
Montchensi, Segrave, Vescy, Ba8set of Drayton, Hastings, Lucy, Ros, 
Eyville, N euf MarcM, Colevill, Marmyun, Bertram, Basset of Sapcote, 
and Gant; Lords' Report, iii. 34. 

• The Liber de Antt Legg. is the only printed Chronicle which notices 
the composition of Simon's parliament, p. 71, adding to the usual formula 
, et de quinque Portubus, de qualibet civitate et burgo quatuor homines.' 

I The knights of the shires however had their writs of expenloes on 
February 15; Prynne, Reg. iv. p. 3; Lords' Report, App. p. 35. On the 
23rd of February the sheriff of Shropshire and Staflord, who had not 
retl1rned knights on the former summons, was directed to send :hem on 
March 8; ibid. 39, • Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 71. • Foed. 1. 450 • 

• Foed. i. 452. • Foed. i. 453; Select Charters, p. 4I6• 
• Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 73. 
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appurtenances, was transferred to Simon, to be compensated by 
an exchange of lands l • 

But the new government was already breaking up. Gilbert 
of Gloucester was not more likely than his father had been to 
submit to Simon's supremacy; and, if he were, he stood at the 
head of a body of jealous kinsmen and vassals. A tournament 
fixed for Shrove Tuesday' at Dunstable, to be 'held by the fol
lowers of the two earls, was peremptorily forbidden by Simon. 
The surrender of the castle of Bristol to him, although the rights 
of Gloucester to the great stronghold of his ancestral power were 
provided for in the agreement, may have increased the misun
derstanding. Notwithstanding the pacification at Worcester 
in I26,rthe war on the Marches ,had never ceased, and Glou
cester was known to be supporting the Mortimers. Soon after 
Easter the earls had a personal quarrel; Gloucester insisted 
that the Mise of Lewes and the Provisions of Oxford had not 
been executed, hinting unmistakeably that Simon was one of 
the aliens who were forbidden to take charge of castles or a 
share in the government. Matters had gone so far that on the 
20th of MayS Henry, who had gone with earl Simon to Hereford 
to enforce peace, was obliged to contradict the rumour that the 

Escape of two earls had gone to war. On the 28th Edward escaped from 
~'!;~'126S, his half-captivity at Hereford and joined the Mortimers. With 

the earl of Gloucester he mustered his adherents in Cheshire and 
Shropshire, whilst Simon was engaged in Wales. When fully 
prepared he marched southward, and on the 29th of June took 

1 Foed. i. 454. . 
• February 17; Ann. Dunst. p. 338; adjourned to Hokedayat North

ampton, ibid. 339. The Waverley Annals place the quarrel and pacifica
tion in the January parliament, p. 358: and say that the imprisonment of 
earl Ferrera alarmed Gloucester into flight. • Inter Pascha et Pentecosten;' 
Liber de Antt. Le"oog. p. 73. 

I Foed. i. 455. See Ann. Theokesb. p. 180; where the two weak 'points 
in Simon's position, his foreign birth and his reputed greed of acquisition, 
are noted clearly by a partisan of Gloucester; and also Ann. Waverley, 
p. 358; Rishanger, p. 32; Ann. W~kes, p. 153. The two earls consented 
to an arbitration, May 12; Ann . .waverley, p. 361: the umpires were to 
be the bishop of Worcester, Hugh Ie Despenser, John Fitz John, and 
William of Montchensy; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. ~3. It is probable that 
for this business the king's writ, dated May 15 at Gloucester, was issued 
for an assembly of prelates and magnates at Winchester, on the 1st of 
June; Lords' Report, iii. 36. . 
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Gloucester 1. Simon had summoned his eldest son from 
Pevensey to Kenilworth, and prepared to 'surround Edward's 
forces in the vale of EveslJam., Edward's promptness forestalled 
the plan; marching rapidly on Kenilworth!l, he routed the force 
of the younger Simon and then advanced to crush the father. 
At Evesham, on the 4th of August, the verdict of Lewes was Battle of 
reversed, and the great earl was slain. With him fell Hugh Ie !~~. 
Despenser the justiciar, and, for the time, the great cause for 
which he had contended. 

On the '1th of August Henry proclaimed himself free, and on 
the 16th of September the war was repuU;d to be at an end, and 
peace might have followed at once if the victors had been con
tent to be moderate. But the proceedings of the council called 
by the king at Winchester on the 8th of SeptemberS drove the 
remnant of the baronial party into desperate rebellion. The Forfeiture of 
widows of the slain lords laid their complaints before the king, fo':.kbel 

and in October a general sentence of forfeiture or 'exheredation' 
was issued against those who had fought at Kenilworth and 
Evesham on the side of Simon. The citizens of' London made 
their submission on the 6th of October" and afterwards pur-
chased peace: 'the Cinque Ports received Edward in the follow-
ing March a, and a new legate, Cardinal Ottobon, was sent to 
punish the bishops who had acted against the king. The dis-Th:ftre
inherited lords were, however, organising resistance. Kenilworth f.:.ist&noe. 
castle was their head-quarters at first, and thither, after the· 
capture 'of the earl Ferrers at Chesterfield 6 on the 15th of 
May, the king led the, host which he had collected for the ex
tinction of the rebels. The siege lasted from Midsummer to Siege of 

. Kenilworth 
December 7; aud, Henry took advantage of the long-contmued 1266. 

• Ann. Waverley, p. 362. 
• August 2; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 74. August I ; Ann. Osney, p. J66. 
B Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 76; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 194; Ann. Oaney, 

p. 173; Ann. Wykes, p. 176; Foeel. i. 462. 
• Royal Letters, ii. 293. Cf. Ann. Winton, p. 1°5; Foed. i. 464; see 

Liber de Antt. Legg. pp. 78--80. The citi2ens were admitted to favour 
January 10; ibid. 82. 

• March 25; Ann. Waverley, p. 369; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 82 • 
• Ann. Waverley, p. 369; Ann. Dunst. p. 241 ; Liber de Antt. Legg. 

p. 86; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 197; Ann. Wykes, p. 188. 
T June 25 to December 13: Ann. Winton, p. 104; Ann. Waverley, 

R2 
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attendance of the tenants-in-chief to draw up, under the walls 
of Kenilworth, a form of agreement by which the Disinherited 
might upon submission be allowed to recover their estates. It 
was arranged by a committee of arbitrators chosen in the same 
way as the council of 1258; three bishops and three earls were 
chosen by the assembled parliament 1, and these nominated six col
leagues. Their ordinance, called the' Dictum de Kenilworth,' was 
published on the 31st of October I, 1266. It contains 41 articles, 
some declaring the plenary power of the king, the nullity of the 
acts of Simon, the royal obligation to keep the charters, the 
freedom of the church, and the remedy of some of the minor 
grievances touched -by the Provisions. But the majority of the 
articles concern the rebels: Simon de Montfort is not to be 
reputed a saint, the fate of his children is to be determined by the 
king of France; the general sentence of forfeiture is to be com
muted for a fine of five years' value of the forfeited estates; earl 
Ferrers is to pay seven years' revenue and give up his castles. 
All who will submit within forty days are to be forgiven and 
spared. The lerms were very hard, and some of the defenders of 
Kenilworth, unwilling to accept them, assembled again after the 
surrender, and held out in the Isle of Ely until J~ly 1267. But 
the most formidable hindrance to peace arose from the conduct 
of the earl of Gloucester. Distrusting the king's gratitude, and 
provoked by the greed and vindictiveness of Roger Mortimer, 
who was attempting to disturb the arrangements made in the 
Dictum of Kenilworth, he declared himself the champion of 
the Disinherited. On the pretext of conferring with the legate, 
he marched on London, and, with the co-operation of the 

p. 373; Ann. Dunst. p. 242; Liber de Antt. Legg. pp. 87, 89; Cont. Fl. 
Wig. p. 198. -

1 The Dictum was drawn up in the Parliament begun at Kenilworth, 
Aug. 24th; the mode of election is thus given (Ann. Wav'. p. 372) :-

Bp. of Bath,} { E. of Gloucester. 
Bp. of Worcester, E. of Hereford. 
Bp. of Exeter, nominate Bp. of S. David's. 
Rog. Sumery, John Ballio!. 
Robert Walleran, Phil. Basse-t. 
Alan de la Zouche, - Warm Bassingbourn. 

I Statutes, i. 17. Oct. 25, Ann. Winton,p. 104: Oct. 26, Ann. Waverley, 
p. 372; confirmed Nov. I, Ann. Osney, p. 19 I. The charter of 1225 was 
re-proclaimed, Sept. 30 i Liber de Antt, Legg. p. 87· 
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inhabitants, occupied the city1 and admitted, the refugees from 
Ely, the leaders of whom, John d'Eyville, Nicolas Segrave, and 
William Marmion, were three of the barons who had supported 
Earl Simon in the famous parliament of 1265. But earl Gil
bert's act was probably meant only to secure better terms for 
the Disinherited. Under the joiut pressure of the kiDg and 
legate he could not hold out long. On the 16th2 of June he ~8Ubmits. 
made his peace, and the three baroDs were admitted to grace. m June. 

The defenders of Ely' a]so were allowed the terms of the Dictum 
of Kenilworth. The struggle ended here, and Henry was able 
with a good grace and under sound advice to adopt Ii. heal-
ing policy. The parliament of Marlborough, Nov. 18, 1267, The parli&-

. ". mentof 
re-enacted the provlSlons of 1259 as a statute '. Except the Marlbo-

demand for the appointment of the ministers and the election of N::'h~267' 
sheriffs, the statute of Marlborough eoncedes almost all that had 
been asked for in the Mad Parliament; and from its preamble 
it seems not improbable that the shires were represented by 
their chosen knights in the assembly that passed it. 

178. In 1268 Edward took the cross G, and two years after 
left England Cor Palestine ". The remaining years of Henry were 
uneventful: he had survived all his enemies and very many of 
his difficulties; and some of his proceedings show that he re-
verted to the constitutional system oC his earlier years. On the Parliament 

occasion of the traDSlation of S. Edward, October 13, 12697, he of I.6g; 

brought together in a great assembly at Westminster not only 

1 April 8, 1267; Ann. Winton, p. 105 ; Ann. Dunst. p. 245. April 9-12 ; 
Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 90; Cant. Fl. Wig. p. 200; Ann. Wykes, p. 299. 

• June 16; Foed. i. 472; Liber de AnU. Legg. p. 95. The arbitration 
was referred to the pope, who decided that the earl should give either his 
daughter or his castle of Tunbridge in pledge for three years; Henry 
released him from the obligation July 16, 1268; Foed. L 476; Liber de 
Antt. Legg. p. 93 •. 

• Ely surrendered July II; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 201. 
• B. Cotton, p. 143; Hemingb. i. 329; Statutes of the Realm, i. pp. 

19-25. 
• At a parliament at Northampton; Ann. Winton, p. 107. June 24; 

Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 107; Ann. Wykes, p. 217. 
• 1270; Ann. Winton, p. 109; cf. Foed. i.484; Liber de Antt. Legg. 

p. 125; Cant. Fl. Wig. p. 205. 
• Henry proposed to wear his crown at this festival, Ann. Winton, 

p. 108; but did not, Liber de .c\.ntt. Legg. p. II 7. 
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the magnates lay and cierical, hut the more powerful men of all 
the cities and borougb~ 1. After the ceremony the magnates held 
a parliament, and debated on a grant of a twentieth of moveables 
to the king II. We are not told that the citizens and burghers 
were consulted. Two or three 'parliaments were held in 1;17°. 
to complete the taxation of 1269 and to relieve the king from his 
vow of crusade by a formal prohibition. In July the Londonelll 
were received into favour and recover~d their forfeited charters. 
I~ a. parliament held ou tbe 13th of Ja.nuary, 1271, the lands of 
all the Disinherited • were restored, and, though some uneasiness 
was created by attempts at papal taxation, the kingdom was at 
peace. The king of the Romans died on the 12th of December 
the same year; and Heriry closed his long and troubled career 
on the 16th of November, 1272. 

The character of Henry III may be best read in the history 
of his reign, for he is always among the foremost actors and 
has a ve1"y distinct idiosyncrasy. Accomplished, refined, liberal, 
magnificent; rasi! rather than brave, impulsive and ambitious, 
pious, and, in an ordinary sense, virtuous, he was utterly devoid 
of all elements of greatness. The events of his reign brought out 
iu fatal relief all his faults and wealmesses, making even such 
good points as he possessed contribute to establish the general 
conviction of his folly and falseness. Unlike his father, who was 
incapable of receiving any impression, Henry was so susceptible 
of impressions that noue of them could last long; John's heart 
was of millstone, Henry's of wax ; yet they had In common a 

l Ann. Wykes, p. 226. 
• Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 133. The twentieth was debated in October, 

granted in the following year; B. Cotton, p. 1#; cf. Lords' Report, 
i.163. 

• April 27; Ann. Winton, p. 108; adjourned to July 3. The £rst was 
a long session. On the 13th of May, 1370, Henry wrote to the clergy that 
it was impossible to collect a parliament, but that he hoped that they 
would give him a twentieth as the prelates had done; Royal Letters, ii. 
336. May 13, the bishops proclaim the charter, Liber de Antt. Legg. 
p. 123. May 20, he writes to the bishops to come to him, Foed. i. 483. 
In the July parliament Edward takes leave, Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 135, 
at Winchester, p. 129; and in a parliament at Westminster on the 13th of 
October an ordinance was made about wool ; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 127. 

• Ann. Winton, p. I IO; Ann. Wigorn. p. 460: a ta.x of a twentieth had 
been raised from the clergy for their relief in 1268; Wykes, p. 210; Lords' 
Report, i. 160. 



,XIV.] Simon de Montfort. 103 

certain feminine quality of irresolute pertinacity which it would be 
a mockery to call elasticity. Both contrived to make inveterate 
enemies, both had a gift of rash, humorous, unpardonable sar
casm; both were utterly deficient in a sense of truth or justice. 
Henry had, no doubt, to pay for some of the sins of John; he 
inherited personal enmities, and utterly baseless ideas as to the 
character of English royalty. He outlived the enmities, and in 
the hour of his triumph found that bis ideas could not be realised. 
Coming between the worst and the best of our kings, he shares 
the punishment that his fatber deserved, and the discipline tbat 
trained the genius of his son, without himself either unlearning 
the evil or learning the good. His character is hardly worth 
analysis except as a contrast t~ that of his brilliant rival. 

Simon had all the virtues, the strength, the grace that Henry Simon d. 

wanted; and what advantages he lacked the faults of the king Montfort. 

supplied. If he be credited with too great ambition, too violent 
a temper, too strong an instinct of aggression, his faults WiIlllot 
outweigh his virtues .. His errors were the result of what seemed 
to him necessity or of temptations that opened for him a position 
from which he could not recede. Had he lived longer the pros-
pect of the throne might have opened before him, and he might 
have become a destroyer instead of a saviour. If he had suc-
ceeded in such a design, he could not have made a better king 
than Edward; if he had failed, England would have lain at the 
feet of Edward, a ruler whose virtues would have made him 
more dangerous as a despot than his father's vices had made him 
in his attempt at despotism. Simon cannot be called happy in :!i's=nti~! 
the opportunity of his death, yet it may have been best for Mon~fort in 

• English 
England that he hved no longer. He was greater as an oppo- history. 

nent of tyranny than as a deviser ofliberties; the fetters imposed 
on royal autocracy, cumbrous and entangled as they were, seem 
to have been an integral part of his policy ; the means he took 
for admitting tbe nation to self-government wear very much the 
form of an occasional or party expedient, which a longer tenure 
of undivided power might have led him eitber to develope or to 
discard. The idea of representative government had, however, 
ripened under his hand i and although the germ of the growth lay 
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in the primitive in~titutions of the land, Simon has the merit 
of having been one of the first to see the uses and the glories to 
which.it would ultimately grow. 

Change in The history of the latter years of Henry ill shows that 
the character th h t f th t" I d . of the e c arac er 0 e cons Itutiona contest was un ergomg 
.truggle. a change. The humiliation of the baronial party, as led by 

Simon, was complete. The continuity of the struggle seemed 
to depend rather on the persistency of royal assumption than 
on the obstinacy of resistance. Henry had, as has been said 
already, out-lived most of his dangerous friends and all his 

In.-.sing dangerous enemies. The genius of Edward already made itself 
influence of 
Edward. felt in his father's councils. The comparative moderation of 

the Dictum of Kenilworth shows that personal enmities .were 
dying out, and that both sides were withdrawing extreme 
claims; it indicates that for the future the power of the crown 
was to be increased by legal and politic management, not 

Edward had by unwarranted claims or despotic aggression. Still clearer is 
=0": in the change when Edward becomes king. He had learned a 
!'!"~ther'. great lesson from his father's faults and misfortunes: he had 

reaped the fruits of an education which had been a long struggle 
on the one hand to remedy his father's errors, and on the other 

Hi. cha.rac- to humble his father's enemies. He had inherited to the full 
tar. . 

Compared 
with Henry 
II. 

the Plantagenet love of power, and he possessed in the highest 
degree the great qualities and manifold accomplishments of his 
race. He had been brought up in a household of which purity 
and piety were the redeeming characteristics, and had been 
impressed with these virtues rather than with the vices of in
sincerity and dishonesty which they had not served to conceal. 
Truthful, honourable, temperate and chaste; frugal, cautious, 
resolute; great in counsel, ingenious in. contrivance, rapid in 
execution, he had all the powers of Henry II without his vices, 
and he had too that sympathy with the people he ruled, 
the want of which alone would have robbed the character of 
Henry II of the title of greatness. He was a law-abiding king, 
one who kept his word. H sometimes he kept the law in the 
letter rather than in the spirit, and used his promises as the 
maximum rather than the minimum of his good intentions ;-if 



XIV.] Edward the Fir8t. 105 

we trace in his conduct a captiousness, an over-readiness to His weak

make the most of his legal advantages, and to strain legal rights :o-:t" one 

beyond the line of equity, we have but to compare him with the 
kings that went before and that come after, and we shall see cause 
not so much to justify his conduct as to wonder at the greatness 
of his moderation, at the wise and temperate use of the position 
which he had made for himself. It is in his foreign transactions 
that this spirit of over-legality chiefly appears: upon one great 
occasion it is manifested in his home-politics, and then it de
termines against him the formal issue of the long struggle for 
the maintenance of the charters. 

Henry's irresolution and impolicy had one good result; InC&JlIl"ity of 

th ' - d hi 'fr b' f'_l Henry ilL ey mcapacltate m om ecommg a success w. tyrant. 
He had thrown away the chances that came to him in the ex
haustion of political parties, the length of his reign, and the 
great advantages' of his personal position. He had failed to His inability 

gather, out of the many schemes of reform that were presented ~;,""~_ 
to him, a single element of strength for his own cause, or to ties. 

attach to himself one of the many interests among which the 
nation was divided. Among the magnates only those who were 
foreigners by birth or who shared his foreign predilections ad-
hered to him, and in the lower ranks of clergy and laity alike he 
made no friends. Had it been otherwise, had he been able to 
divide the national opposition, or to guide, as perhaps he at-
tempted to do, the several components of that opposition to mu-
tual destruction, he might have created a lasting despotism. He Importance

h of the lengt 
reigned so long that the chance of such a consummation passed of Ws reign. 

away, and his son, who possessed the qualities which .were 
wanting to his father for success, lacked the opportunity which 
the father had failed to grasp. Edward loved power. He ~~.of 
would not have been so great a king as he was, if he had position and 

charaetor. 
not estimated at its full value the kingly power that he 
inherited.. It is only by clearly understanding this that 
we can appreciate the good faith and self-restraint implied 
in his keeping the engagements by which he was forced to' 
limit the exercise of that power. He did not, like his father, 
obstinately reject conditions of reform, or, like Edward III, 
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accept with i~vity terms which he did not intend to keep. 
Believing in his own right, in his own power of governing, 
and in his own intention to govern well, he held fast to the 
last moment every point of his sovereign authority; but when 
he was compelled to accept a limit, he observed the limit. The 
good faith of a strong king is a safer guarantee of popular 
right than the helplessness of a weak one. Edward had, besides 
force and honesty, a clear perception of true policy, and such an 
intuitive knowledge of the needs of his people as could proceed 
only from a deep symputilY with them. The inlprovement of 
the laws, the definite organisation of government, the definite 
arrangement of rights and jurisdictions, the definite elaboration 
of all departments, which mark the reign and make it the fit 
conclusion of a period of growth in all these matters, were 
unquestionably promoted, if not originated, by the personal 

His place in action of the king. What under Henry I was the effect of 
theaevelop- d . . d d HIT' d 
mentofthe espotIc routme, an un er enry the result of law Impose 
constitution. f . h t b d Ed dId fin' .. rom WIt ou, ecomes un er war a e Ite orgarusatIon 

worked by an indwelling energy. The incorporation of the 
spirit with the mechanism is the result of the discipline of the 
centnry, but the careful determination of the proper sphere and 
limit of action in each department, the self-regulating action 
of the body politic, was very much the work of Edward. 

Edward 179. The beginning of the reign illustrates these positions. 
:=~ Edward at the time of his father's death was far away in the 
9.ueetion. E t b t . d hi . h ed d Nov. 20,1272. as, u no one questione s rig t to BUcce ,or propose 

conditions, or raised a finger to disturb the peace which had 
prevailed since 1267. The great seal was delivered to the 
archbishop of York, November 17; it was broken on the 20th; 
on the 21st a meeting of the council ·was held at the Ne~ 
Temple, and a new seal made, Walter de Merton being Chan-

Oaths of cellor 1. The new king's reign began on the day of his father's 
~~V~Y2~en. funllJ:&l, when, without waiting for hjs return or coronation, the. 

earl of Gloucester, followed by the barons and prelates, swore to 
observe the peace of the realm and their fealty to their new lord '. 

1 Foed. i. 497; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 153; M. Westm. p. 403. 
• November 30; Foed. i. 497; Alln. Winton, p. 113. Tbe earl bad 
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For the first iime the reign of the new king began, both in 
law and in fact, from the death of his predecessor; and, ,although 
in the coronation service the forms of election and acceptance 
were still observed, the king was king before coronation; the 
preliminary discussion, wp.ich must have taken place on every 
vacancy since the Norman Conquest, was dispensed with, and the 
right ofthe heir was at once recognised 1. The doctrine ofthe 
abeyance of the king's peace during the vacancy of the throne was 
thus deprived of its most dangerous consequences, although it 
was not until the reign of Edward IV that the still newer theory 
was accepted, that the king never dies, that the demise of the 
crown at once transfers it from the last wearer to the heir, and 
that no vacancy, no interruption of the peace, occurs at all. 

Three days after the funeral, iln the 23rd of November, 1272, Proclamation 

th I il fi h 1& •• h' f h oitheking'. e roya coune put ort a proc mabon ill t e name 0 t e peaoa, 

new. king, announcing that the kingdom had, by hereditary suc-
cession and by the will and fealty of the 'proceres,' devolved 
on him, and enjoining the observance of the peace'. The 
question of regency was already settled. No claim seems to No question 

. aboutre-
have been made eIther on behalf of the queen mother or on gonoy, 

behalf of the judicial bodys; the rights of Isabella of Angou-
l@me had been set aside in 1216, and there was now no' officer 
in the position held then by Hubert de Burgh. The king of 
the Romans was dead; Edmund of Lancaster was absent from 
the kingdom: Gilbert of Gloucester, who as the greatest of the 
barons might have asserted a claim, had been the last to lay 
down arms in the late war, and, although he gladly contributed 
to strengthen the government, could not be expected to guide 
it. The see of Canterbury was vacant. But no question arose; 
the delivery of the great seal of Henry III to the archbishop 

sworn to Henry on the day of his death to do this j Liber de Antt. Legg. 
P·I55· 

1 'Magnates regni nominarunt Edwardum filium suum in rege!l' j' ~nn. 
Dunat. p. 254. 'Reeognoverunt paternique successorem honona ordina
verunt j' Rishanger, p. 75 j Trivet, p. 283. 

• Liher de Antt. Legg. p. 155 j Foed. i. 497· 
• Neither the queen nor the chief ju'otiee is mentioned in the records, but 

'de assensu reginae maw statuerunt custodes;' Rishanger, p. 75· Edmund 
of Cornwall was present at the {loUDeil j Foed. i. 497· 
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of York had placed supreme power in his hands' as first lord of 
the council, and in his hands, assisted by Roger Mortimer a 
baron and Robert Burnell a royal clerk, the government re-

It is &dmin- mained until the king came home 1. This arrangement, which 
istored by 
theoouncil. had been made for the guardianship of the realm during 

Edward's absence as early as 1271, was confirmed in a great 
Convention assembly of the magnates held at Hilary tide 127311, at which 
of 1273. 

the oath of allegiance was taken not only by the prelates and 
barons, but by a body of representatives, four knights from 
each county and four citizens from each city. . Walter . de 
Merton the chancellor was directed, until the king's return, 
to stay at Westminster, where' in banco' all cases were to be 

. heard that required the action of the king's judges. This pro
vision, which prevented the jealousies excited by the proceed
ings of the itinerant justices, spared the money of the country 
at a slight additional cost to litigants, and concentrated the 
judicature under the eye of the government. 

Quiet during The regency worked economically and well. The political 
Edward'. 
abaanoa. lethargy was unbroken. There was no man able or willing to 

revive the recent quarrels, and the ordinary revenue sufficed 
for the expenses of the government. The absence of the court 

~==e- gave opportunity for saving; and, although in 12738 under 
siastical. legatine pressure a tenth of ecclesiastical revenue was granted 

towards Edward's expenses on the Crusade, and the church 
was called on for a similar exaction for six years by the council 
of Lyons in 1274, the general resources of th"b country were 
not taxed until 1275, nor was the peace. broken du~g the 

. same period by more than mere local tumults. 
Edward Edward returned to the West in the middle of 1273, but 
~I:.i': 'he was detained in France and Gascony, and did not reach 
Aug. 2, 117 •• 

1 See the 7th Report of the Deputy Keeper, App. ii. 259; cf. Madox, 
Exch. p. 678; Royal Letters, ii, 346. They are described as 'tenentes 
locum incliti vir; domini Edwardi' in a letter dated April 28, 1272. 

• Ann. Winton, p. I13; Ann. Wigorn. p. 46a. 
• February IS, 1273; Liber de Antt. Legg. p. 157. The grant made was 

one year's tenth to Edward, one to his brother Edmund; Ann. Winton, 
p. Il3; Ann. Osney, p. 256; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. all. The grant at the 
Council of Lyons was for six years; Ann. Dunst. pp. 260-264; Ann. Oaney, 
p. 260; Ann. Wykes, p. 258. 
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home until August 2, 1214, when he landed at Dover. Aandis 
fortnight rUler, on the 19th of Augustl, he was crowned by!l~:: 

• Robert !GIwardby, a Dominican friar, nominated by the pope 
in preference to Edward's minister Burnell, and the first of 
a series of primates who attempted to impress a new mark on 
the relations of church and state in England. On the 21St ofBurneU 

chancellor. 
September Burnell was-made Chancellor. From that date, and 
with the able assistance of that miillster, began the series of 
legal reforms which have gained for Edward the title of the 
English Justinian; a title which, if it be meant to denote the 
importance and permanence of his legislation and the dignity 
of his position in legal history, no Englishman will dispute. 

A comparison of the legislation of Edward I with that of Edward's 

Henry n brings out conclusively the fact that the permanent legislation. 

principles of the two were the same; that the benefits of 
a sound administration of the law conferred by the first were 

1 Ann. Winton, p.1I8; Ann. Dunst, p. 263; Foed. i. 514. 
• The oath taken on thiB occasion is not recorded. This is unfortunate, 

88 that taken by Edward II was very differently worded from that of 
Henry III, and it would be an important point to ascertain when the 
change was introdnced. We know from Edward'B own statement at the 
parliament of Lincoln in 1301 that he had BWom not to alienate the rights 
of the crown ; and there is a form of eoronation oath preserved in Machlinia'B 
edition of the Statntes, which contains this promise, althongh it doeB not 
occur in any of the Pontificals or other ritual books, It is as follows: 
'Ceo est Ie serement qne Ie roy jnrra a Bon eoronement, qne i1 gardera et 
meinteJnera les droites et les frannchises de seynt esglise granntes anncien
ment dez droitz roys Christiens d'Englitere et qne i1 gardera tontz Bes 
terres, honours et dignitees droittnrelx et franks del coron du roialme 
d'Englitere, en tont maner d'entierte sans nul maner d'amenusement; et 
les droites disperges dilapides ou perdue de la corone a son pouoir reappeller 
en lanncien estate, et que il gardera la peaa de seynt esglise, at al clergie 
et al people be bon acorde, et que i1 face faire en toutz ses jngements owel 
at droit juetice c;ve discrecion et miaericorde et que i1 grauntera a tenure 
les leyes et cuetumea dn royalme, et a son ponoir leB face garder at affirmer, 
que lea gentes de people averont faitz et eslies at les malvoys leyes et cnB
tomez de tout onster&, et ferme peaa et establie al people de son royalme 
en ceo garde esgardera a son ponoir; come Dien lny ayde;' Statutes of the 
Realm, i. 168; Taylor, Glory of Regality, pp. 4JJ, 413. This oath cer
tainly has a traneitional character, and may poseibly be that of Ed~ I. 
Trokelowe, p. 37, says of him, • Nihil erat quod rex Edwardue IIltins p~o 
necessitate temporis non polliceretur,' poseibly referring to Bome novel.ty m 
the oath. The following extract from a MS. Chronicle perhaps may ill~: 
trate the point: ' Qni statim coronam deposuit, dicena quod nnI!qnam caplti 
sno reeideret donee terras in unum congregaret ad coro",",? .p~mentes. quas 
pater Buns alienavit, dendo comitibue et baronibus at mil~tibue Anglim et 
alienigenis.' MS. Rawlinson, B. 414; and Ann. Hagneble. 
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adapted by his great-grandson to the changed circumstances 
and amplified to suit the increasing demands of a better edu

~:~~.Qf cated people. The principle of restricting the assumptions of 
legislation the clergy, which, although enunciated by the Conqueror, had 
to that of • h li . 
Hew-y II, .. In teN orman po ty been neutralised by the-practical in-
to clergy; dependence of the church-courts and by the arbitrary action 

feudal 
anniee, 

of the kings, had been made intelligible in the Constitutions 
of Clarendon. The institution of scutage had disarmed the 
feudal lords whilst it had compelled them to a full performance 
of their duties either in arms or in money; the assize of arms 
had entrusted the defence of the country to the people at large 

and feudal and placed arms in the hands of all. The extension of the 
oo~ . 

itinerant judicature in like manner had broken down the 
tyranny of the feudal franchises and brought the king's justice 
within the reach of all. The intervening century had seen 
these three points contested, now extended,· now restricted, 
sometimes enforced and sometimes obstructed; but the course 
of events had amply justified the principles on which they 

Statutes do rested. Edward's. statute 'de religiosis; and the statute of 
,·cligi..u. Carlisle prove his confidence in Henry's theory, that the church 

of England as a national church should join in bearing the 
national burdens and should .n~t risk national liberty or law 
by too great dependence on Rome. What the statute 'de 

and quia religiosis' was to the church the statute' quia emptores' was 
C1I1Ptoru. fi d l' b 

Grand 
I'rinciple of 
Edward'. 
policy. 

to eu a Ism; 'but it was only one of a series of measures y 
which Edward attempted to eliminate the doctrine of tenure 
from political life. Heury had humbled the feudatories, Edward 
did his best to bring up the whole body of landowners to the 
same level, and to place them in the Eame direct relat.ion to 
the crown, partly no doubt that he might, as William the 
Conqueror had done at Salisbury, gather the whole force and 
ccn~nsel of the realui under his direct control, but chiefly that 
lIe might give to all alike their direct share and interest in 

Continuity the common weal. Hence the policy of treating the national 
of his polioy. and the feudal force alike; the extension of compulsory knight

hood from tlle tenants-in-chief to all landowners of sufficient 
means; hence the expansion of the assize of arms by the 
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statute of Winchester. The legal reforms of the statutes of 
Westminster and 'Gloucester bear the same relation to the 
&Bsizes of Clarendon and N o~hampton, the inquest of I2 '14 1 

and the • quo warranto' of J 279 to the inquest of sheriffs in 
1170. Edward's legislation was no revolution, nor in its main 
principles even an innovation; the very links which connect 
it with that of Henry II are traceable through the reign of 
Henry III; the great mark of his reign, the completion of the 
parliamentary constitution by which an assembly of estates, 
a concentration of all national energies, was substituted for 
a court anel council of feudal tenants, was the result of growth 
rather than of sudden resolution of change. But he contributed His peculiar 

1 t th k f h· Ii h d fi .. contribution an e emen at mar s every part 0 IS 'po rJY, tee mtion to tbe result. 

of duties and spheres of duty, and the minute adaptation of 
means to ends. 

Edward was by instinct a lawgiver, and he lived in a legal ~ntb 
age, the age that had seen Frederick II legislating for Sicily, oentnry an 

• ••. age of law· 
LeWIS IX for France, and Alfonso the Wise for CastIlle; the givers. 
age that witnessed the greatest inroad of written law upon 
custom and tradition that had occurred since the date of the 
Capitularies; that saw the growth of great legal schools in 
the universities, and found in the revived Roman jurisptudence 
a treasury of principles, rules, ;nd definitions applicable to 
systems of law which had grown up independently of the 
Imperial codes. Bracton had read English jurisprudence by 
the light of the Code and the Digest, and the results of his 
labour were adapted to practical use by Fleta and Britton. 
Edward had by his side Francesco Accursi, the son of the ~d~ard·. 
great Accursi of Bologna, the writer of the glosses on the "Civil.:fvisen. 
Law, a professional legist and diplomatist 2; but be found 

1 The articlea for inquiry into the liberties and the' status communitatis 
comitatuum' are in the Foedera, i. 517, dated October II, 1274. The 
sheriffs were changed about the same time; Ann. Dunst. p .• 63· 

• Francesoo was in attendance on Edward at Limoges, in May, 1274.' 
Foed. i. 5I1, 512; and sent as a proctor to the French court, Septe~ber 2,. 
ibid. 516, 524. On December 7. 1276, the sheriff of Oxford was directed 
to provide him with lodgings in the king's manor·house there; Selden, on 
Fleta, p. 526, from Rot. Pat. 4 Edw.l. He was at the parliament of 1276, 
Statutes, i. 42; was sent to Rome in 1278, Feed. i. 562; he swore fealty 
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probably in his chancellor Burnell and in judges like Hengham 
and Britton practical advisers to whose propositions, based on 
their knowledge of national custom and experience of national 
wants, the scientific civilian could add only technical con
sistency. 

The first half The first half of Edward's reign is mainly occupied with this 
of Edward's " 
reign given work. The other events that diversify the history of this 
to legislation. • • • • 

penod are only mdlrectly connected wlth our subject;. the 
transactions with France only so far as 'they cause demands 

~nstitu- for money and stimulate political life. The conquest of Wales 
tional h . b"t k h . f dir importanoe as a more Important earmg; I mar s t e extensIOn 0 ect 
~.:e Welsh royal authority over the whole of Southern Britain, and con-

sequently the extinction of exceptional methods of administra
tion, which had hitherto tended to ,diminish or to intercept the 
exercise of royal authority, The existence of the Welsh prin
cipalities had involved the maintenance of exceptional juris-. 
dictions to keep them in order. Both the Welsh princes and 
the lords marchers, who with a sort of palatine authority held 
the border against them, were in name vassals of the crown, 
but in fact were able to oust all direct influences of the king 

The an- in their respective territories. The extinction of the one in-
nexation 
of Wales. volved for the other either extinction or insignificance; and 

left the field open for the introduction of the English system 
of administration. Politically the result was the same. The 
Welsh princes had meddled in every English struggle, had 
fanned the flame of every expiring quarrel, had played false to 
all parties, and had maintained a flickering light of liberty by 
helping to embarrass any government that might otherwise have 
been too strong for them. In the long quarrels of the Norman 
reigns they had had their share: now the day of account was 
come, and the account was exacted: The annexation of Wales 
contributed on the whole to increase the royal power, the per
sonal influence of the sovereign, and the peace of the kingdom. 
Yet Edward, although he introduced the English shire system 

to Edward at Lyndhurst, October. I, USI, Foed, i. 59g; he has his arrears 
of pay in 1290, Foed, i. 7,41. He is the Francesoo mentioned by Dante in 
the Inferno, canto xv. 
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into Wales, did not completely incorporate the principality with 
England. It remained for ,more than two centuries isolated 
from the operation of general reforms, specially legislated for, 
separately administered, ~d unrepresented in parliament. 

Edward's first parliament met at Westminster o~ the 22ndparliament 
of April, 1275. It was a remarkable assembly, a great and::!!:~'27S. 
general parliament, and is described as containing. not only Its ~m-

• pomtion. 
the prelates and barons, but' the community of the land thereto •. 
summoned I:' the king legislates 'par sun conseil,' and with 
the common consent of the persons summoned. It is possible 
that knights of the shires were present, as they certainly were 
in the later parliament of the year. The statute of Westminster Statute ot 
the First was the work of the session. This act is almost a ~=ter 
code by itself; it contains fifty-one clauses, and covers the 
whole ground of legislation. Its language now recalls that of 

, Canute or Alfred, now anticipates that of our own day: on the 
one hand common right is to be done to all, as well poor as 
rich, without respect of persons; on the other, elections are 
to be free, 'and no man is by foree, malice, or menace, to 
disturb them. The spirit of the Great Charter is not less Its com~ 

d· 'bl' b f d h" prehelllllve lscerw e: excessive amercements, a uses 0 war S lP; 11'ra- oharacter. 
gular demands for feudal aids, are forbidden in the same words 
or by amending enactments. The Inquest System of Henry II, 
the law of wreck and the institution of coroners, measures of 
Richard and his ministers, come under review, as well as the 
Provisions of Oxford and the Statute of Marlborough I. This 
great measure was however not granted without its price. In 
the same parliament was made a grant of custom on wool, wool-
fells and leather, which marks a definite and most important 
step in the history of the revenue s. A second parliament was Taxation of 

1215. 
held on the 13th of October for the purpose of raising money. 

I 'Magnnm parliamentnm,' Ann. Winton, p. 119; 'famosnm et solemne,' 
Ann. Wykes, p. 363; ']a communaute de ']a tere Ueokes somons,' Stat. 
Westm. i. preamble. 

• Statutes of the Realm, pp. 26.-39. 
S ParI. Writs, i. 2; Select Charters, p. 451. On the exact importance 

of thia grant see below, § 276; and especi~ Hall's Custom Revenue of 
England, i. 3, 66 i ii. 177 sq., where the whole subject is treated carefully 
and minutely. 
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To this asse~bly knights of the shire were summoned, and th~ 
session is one of the landmarks in -the history of representation 1. 

. In it a fifteenth of temporal moveables was bestowed for the 
relief of the royal necessities z. Measures for enforcing and 
regulating the collection of this tax were taken in an Easter 
parliament in 1276, on the occasion of a general pardon ex
tended to all the disinherited or" the late reign 8, and a recogni
tion of the validity of the Charters '. 

The work thus begun was actively carried on: the October 
parliament of I2 76 passed two minor acts 6, the statute • de 
bigamis,' supplementary to that of Westminster, and the statute 
of Rageman, which ordered a visitation by the justices to deter~ 
mine all suits for trespass committed within the last twenty-five 
years. This session is marked by the attendance of Francesco 
Accursi, the Bolognese lawyer whom Edward had retained
whilst in France, and who remained for several years in his 
service. The year 127'l was occupied with the Welsh war s, 
on account of which a scutage of forty shillings was taken in 
1279 '. The statute of Gloucester was the work of 12788; its 
object was to improve the process of provincial judicature by 
regulating the territorial franchises. It was based on the 
returns of a great commission of inquiry appointed by the king -
immediately after his arrival in 1274 II, the results of which 

1 See below under § 314-
• C Magnum parliamentum: Ann. Winton, p. II9. The clergy made a 

promise of an aid from the spiritualities, Wykes, p. 266; see too, Ann. 
Waverley, p. 385; Dunst. p. 266; Couto Fl. Wig. pp. 214. 217; Cont. 

'Gerv. ii. 281; B. Cotton, p. 154; Ann. Osney, p. 265; Rot. ParI. i. 224. 
• Ibid. M. Westm. p. 408. In 1284 Martin IV issued letters of absolu-

tion for all crimes committed in the barons' war; Foed. i. 641. 
• Ann. Waver!. p. 386; Ann. Winton, p. 120. 
S Statutes of the Realm, i. pp. 42, 44. _ _ 
• Llewelyn had avoided doing homage to Edward, although several times 

summoned. On November 13, 1276, 'Concordatum est de communi con
silio praelatorum baronum et aliorum,' that the king should march against 
him, and the force of the kingdom was summoned to Worcester at Mid
summer, 1277; Foed. i. 536 sq. July 21, Edward marched from Chester;' 
IJewelyn submitted November II, at Rhuddlan, and kept Christmas with 
the king at London; Foed. i. 545. 546. In 1278 he married Eleanor de 
Montfort. • Ann. Wykes, p. 274; Madox, Exch. p. 449. 

• August; Statutes, i. 4-'!;. There was another parliament at West
minster in October, at whioh the king of Scots did homage; Foed. i. 563 ; 
Ann. Waverley, p. 390. 8 Above, p. III, note I. 
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were recorded in the 'Rotuli Hundredorum,' or Hundred-
Rolls 1. 10 pursuance of the main purpose of the act; pro-
ceedings were directed under which the itinerant justices were 
to inquire by what warrant the franchises reported by these 
commissioners were held; and a writ of 'quo warranto' was Quo "",rranto 
. d' h Thi di . d . h inqu .. t. Is8\le m eae case. s procee ng was VIewe WIt great 
jealousy by those barons who retained the old feudal spirit, 
and who were as suspicious as their forefathers had been of an 
attempt to limit the exercise of their local rights. The earl of 
Warenne in particular resented the inquiryl. WheD he was 
called before the justices he produced an old rusty sword and 
cried, 'See, my lords, here is my warrant. My ~cestors came The earl of 

with William the bastard and conquered their . lands with the = the 
sword; with the sword I will defend them agaiDst anyone quoWdN'"nto 

who wishes to usurp them. For the king did not conquer 
and subdue the land by himself, but our forefathers were with 
him as partners and helpers: The speech was mere bravado. 
on the part of the earl, who, although in the female line he 
represented the . house of Warenne, was descended from an 
illegitimate half-brother of Henry II, but it expressed no 
doubt the view of the great feudato~ies of the preceding cen-
tury; and it may have helped to eall Edward's attention mOire 
closely to the abuses _of the system against which the ·statute 
of 1290 was aimed. But the rigour with which the Quo The ~g'. 
Warranto writ was enforced shows that the king was already :~= 
obliged to make extraordinary efforts to obtain money. In ::::'t of 

the summer of the same year, 1278, he issued a writ compel-knighthood. 
ling all freeholders possessed of an estate of £20 a year 8, of 
whatsoever lord they held, to receive knighthood or to give such 

1 Ann. Waverley, p. 395 (A.D. 1280). See the introduction to the Rotuli 
Hundredorum published by the Record Commission, where the conclusion 
is thus stated: the Hundred-Rolls were the results of the inquiry of 1274; 
the Statute of Gloucester was based on the Hundred-Rolls. and the quo 
warranto visitations of the following years were carried out in accorda.nce 
with the directions of the Statute of Gloucester. 

• Hemingb. ii. 6. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 214; Select Charters, p. 457. The writ is dated June 26,. 

1278,. and directions for the execution were issued ~arch 12, 1379, 
Foed. i. 567, when /Iollother inquiry into demesne nghts was also 
instituted. 

12 
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security as was equivalent to the price of a licence for evasion. 
No heavy taxation had yet been imposed, the impoverishment of 
the country was still unremedied, and the crown, notwithstand
ing its economy, was also poor. This was not anew measure, 
but Edward sought by it not merely to obtain money but to 
increase the knightly body, and to diminish the influence" of 

Alann of the the "mesne tenures. Probably the great lords saw this; and 
lords. J oim of Warenne marked by his speech an awakening of the 

'baronage to the sense that their privileges were endangered 
,by the new legislation, The alum extended the next year to 

State of the 
Chureh. 

the clergy 1. . 

Archbishop Kilwardby, whose energy had not answered the 
expectations of the papal court, had been summoned to Rome 
and made a cardinal in 1278. Nicolas III, rejecting Edward's 
application for Burnell, nominated in his place an Englishman 

Arcbbisbop .of great reputation, John Peckham, a Franciscan friar and a 
P .. kham. 

·pupil of Adam de Marisco, the 'friend of Grosseteste and earl 
Simon. Peckham signalised the first year of his primacy by a 

Council at bold attempt at political independence. He held a council at 
Reoding. 
Aug. 1279. Reading in August 127911, in which, not satisfied with formally 

accepting the legatine constitutions of Ottobon, and passing 
-some strictly spiritual articles, he directed the clergy of his 
province to explain to their parishioners, among other things, 
the sentences of excommunication issued against the impugners 
of Magna .carta, against those who obtained royal writs to 
obstruct ecclesiastical suits, and against all, whether the king's 
officers or not, who neglected to carry out the sentences of the 

Edward ecclesiastical courts. Edward, not unnaturally, regarded this 
offended. 
Peckham as an act of aggression. In the Michaelmas parliament he com-
~b~~xi~:. pelled the archbishop to renounce. the. objectionable articles s, 
articl... and to order that the copies of the Charter which had· been 

1 Edward went to France at the beginning of May 1279, and did homage 
for Ponthieu, -renouncing Normandy; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 322: he returned 
on the 19th of June'j Foed. i. 575. The regents were the bishops of Here
ford and Worcester, and the earls of Cornwall and Lincolnj Food. i. 

, 568. ' 
• The oouncil was summoned for the 39th of July j Wilkins, Cone. ii. 33 j 

Ann. Wykes, p. 381 j Cole's Records, pp. 363-37°' 
a Wilkins, Cone. ii. 40 j Rot. ParI. i. 324. 
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fixed on the doors of the churches should be taken down. Not 
content with this, he took the opportunity of bringing forward 
a statute which, although it seems to have been Ian integral 
part of his policy, he had kept back until then, waiting pro
ably for the assistance that Burnell, as archbishop, might have 
lent him. 

This was the famous Statute de Religiosis, which forbids the Statute d. 

acquisition of land by the religious or others, in such wise that =~ 
the land should come into mortmain 1. The king and other 
lords were daily losing the services due to them, by the granting 
of estates to persons or institutions incapable of fulfilling the 
legal obligations. In future all lands so bestowed were to be· 
forfeited to the immediate lord of the fee, or, in case of his neglect, 
to the next superior; the crown standing in the position of 
ultimate sequestrator. The principle of this statute was not 
new. The impoverishment of the nation by endowments, which Importance 

deprived the state of its due services, had been a matter of~':~ . 
. complaint as early as the time of Bede ; and in recent days it 
bad formed one of the articles brought forward at the parliament 
of Oxford in 1258, and remedied by the provisions of West-
minster in 1259. But the enactment of 1259, that no religious 
persons should be allowed to acquire land without the licence of 
~he next lord of whom the donor held it, had not been enrolled 
:With the rest of the provisions or re-enacted in the statute of 
Marlborough; it lacked, moreover, the penal clause and the 
iriducement to the immediate lord to exact the forfeiture. The Comp>red 

statute now enacted does not imply any hostility to the' clergy, ~;':,::~"i' 
and the policy which dictated it is clearly the same as that which emptoru. 

prompted the statute • quia emptores' in 1290; but the arch-
bishop's attitude had given the opportunity. and Edward was 
not likely to overlook it. Nor did he stop here. The spiritu- ~,,::on ok 
alities of the clergy had escaped the general taxation of 1:175, 1279 :::fl' 

• J280. 

partly as being burdened by papal grants, and partly lD con-
sideration of a promise to make a voluntary grant. Edward now 
applied for a fifteenth, the same proportion that had been 

1 Ann. Waverley, p. 392; Ann. Dunst. p. 282; B. Cotton, p. 158 ; 
Wykes, p. 282; M. Westm. p .• 09; Select Charters, p .• 58; Statutes of 
the Realm, i. 5 I; Flet.., lib. iii. c. 5. 
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obtained fl'om the lay property. '.After much discussion in the 
provincial convocations, the clergy of York granted a tenth for 
two yearsJ those of Canterbury a fifteenth for three 1: this 
arrangement was completed in the spring of 1280. 

~':.O::hl,e The intrepid archbishop was not turned away from his pur
.trn~le ~or pose; and the king, having failed in an attempt to translate 
eoclesuwtical • • 
privilege. Burnell from Bath to Wmchester, was even less lllclined than 

Heh .. 
again to 
submit. 

before to bow to ecclesiastical dictation. The· strnggle was 
renewed in 1281, when in a council at Lambeth the prelates 
proposed to exclude the royal' courts from the determination. 
of suits on patronage, and from intervention in causes touching 
the chattels of the spiritualty s. The king interfered S with a 
peremptory prohibition, and Peckham gave way; but his con
duct bad no doubt suggested the definite limitation of spiritual 
jurisdiction whi~h was afterwards enunciated in the writ' cir-

General cumspecte agatis.' On both sides are seen signs of an ap-
uneaainesa. 

proaching contest on questions identical with those which had 
from time to time divided church and state since the Norman 
Conquest. 

TheWelah The renewal of the Welsh war in 1282', and the business 
war obliges 
Edward to which arose out of it, interrupted the progress of legislation for 
rruae money. some time; and Edward's financial necessities were the most 

important part of the domestio business of the country. Whilst 
he was subduing Wales, his ministers were trying all possible 
plans for raising supplies. The nation might have been ex
pected to be generous. Edward bad been kin~ for eight years, 

1 Edward applied for a grant November 15,1379; Wilkins, Cone. ii. ~I. 
Peckham summoned the convocation November 6, to meet January 20, I 280 ; 
ibid. p. 37 ; cf. Ann. Osney, p. 286 ; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 224; B. Cotton, p. 160. 
The diocesan synod of York was summoned December 27, to meet at Pom
fret on February 9. The clergy of the diocese. excepting'those of the arch. 
deaconry of Richmond, granted a tenth on that day; Wilkins, Cone. n. 41, 42. 
The diocese of Carlisle did the same on the 24th of October; Ann. Laner
cost, p. 105. 

• Ann. Wykes, p. 285; M .. Westm. p. 410. The constitutions actually 
passed are in Wilkins, Cone. ii. 51-61, dated October 10. 

a September 28, I 2SI; Foed. i. 598; Wilkins, ii. 50. 
• The barons· are summoned to meet at Worcester at Whitsuntide; 

April 6, Foed. i. 603. The prelates are summoned for August 2, to 
Rhllddlan, ibid. 607: and. the knights also, p. 608; ParI. Writs, i. 
222-225· 
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but only one general grant had been asked for, and a scutage of 
forty shillings taken for the war of 1277. Yet either the king 
or his chief adviser was reluctant to ask the parliament for 
money; and recourse was had to the old expedient of nego-
tiating separately with individuals and communities instead of 
obtaining a national vote. In June, 1282, John Kirkby was SeP"l'!'te 

sent by the king to obtain a subsidy from the shires and ~;~::wns 
boroughs 1. The autumn was spent in the transaction, and in ~~~~~82. 
October· Edward wrote to thank the several communities fo.r 
their courteous promises, and to ask for immediate payments. 
But notwithstanding the compliance of the people, it had be-
come clear that a general tax must be imposed. The king was 
at Rhuddlan, attended by most of the barons j he could not 
bring the clergy and commons to parliament in the midst of a 
hostile country and during the operations of war. A J;lew ex- Curious 

pedient was therefore tried·: two provincial councils were called ~.:.~ 
for'the 20th of January, 1283, one at York for the province of Two. 'a1 

proVlDCl 
York, the other at Northampton for the province of Canterbury; pa.rliamonts 

of repl'esen .. 
clergy and laity were summoned to each; the sheriffs were totiv .. of 

, laity and 
ordered to send all persons who possessed more than twenty cIo,gy. 

librates of land, four knights to represent the community of 
each shire, and two representatives of each city, borough, and 
market town: the bishops were to bring their archdeacons, the 
heads of the religious orders, and the procto~ of the cathedral 
clergy. But although called in ecclesiastical form, the two estates Grant of tho 

• . laity at 
formed· separate bodies; at Northampton the commons granted Northamp-

a thirtieth' on the condition that the barons should do the same" toD, 

and that all who held more than twenty librates should also be 
charged; the clergy refused to make any grant &, alleging that 
the parochial clergy were unrepresented: they might also plead 
poverty, and were already bound by the vote made in 1280. 

1 Part Writs, i. 384; Select Charters, p. 464; cr. Cont. Fl. Wig. 'pp. 225. 
226; B. Cotto~, p. 162. In 0c:tob~r similu loans are asked from the Irish, 
harons, Foed. 1. 617 ; ParI. W nta, 1. 386. . . 

• ParI. Writs, i. 387; Select Charters, p. 46+ 
. • ParI. Writs, i. 10; Select Charters, p. 465 ; Foed. i. 625· . 

• See Ann. Waverley, p. 399; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 228. The Wl'l~ fo~ col
lection is dated Feb. 28, 1283; Select Charters, p. 469; ParI. Wnts, 1. 13· 

• Ann. Dunst. p. 295; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 93. 
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and at York. Their reluctance delayed proceedings for nearly a year 1. At 
York the commons declared themselves ready to contribute, and 
the king took a thirtieth; the clergy satisfied the royal com
missioner with promises, which were still unfulfilled in 1286 9• 

Coll~ct!0n of The thirtieth was collected early in the year without any Op
a thirtieth. pressive strictness, allowance being made for the sums collected 

. by John Kirkby; for loans made to the king before the granting 
of the tax, for the services of the 'knights who were taking part 
in the war, and for those communities which, like the Cis

Edward tercians, were accustomed to contribute in other ways 9. Pos
:-=.!~t sibly the relaxation was due to the fact that Llewelyn had 
the Crusade. perished in December, 128a·, between the summoning and the 

meeting of the councils, or to the readier supply which Edward 
found in seizing the treasure accumulated at the Temple for the 
Crusade. 

Another The capture of David, the brother of Llewelyn, which oc-
anomalous • 
..... mbly. to· curred on the und of June, was the occaSIOn of another anoma-
~~:"D~ridlous assembly, which Edward used as a parliaments. This 
of Wales. 

~~t&. 
shi .... and 
towna. 

unhappy man, whose conduct had been one of the causes of the 
war and of the destruction of the Welsh power, was a sworn 
liegeman of Edward, from whom htl had received knighthood, 
and against whom, in spite of kindness and patience, he had 
conspired. He had been delivered up by the Welsh themselves, 
and the king determined that he should be tried in the presence 
of a full representation of the laity. The writs for this assembly 
were issued on the 28th of June; the sheriff of each county was 
to return two elected knights, and the governing bodies of 

1 Peckham, on January 21, called the full convocation at the Temple for 
:May 9. The king seized the money for the Crusade on March 28 ; and the 
archbishop about May 13 summoned a new oonvocation for October 20, to 
give time for the diocesan synods to declare their mind. A twentieth was 
granted for three years, in the convocation held in November; Ann. 
Dunst. p. 299. On the discussion by the clergy, and gravamina, see 

. Ann. Dunst. p. 295; B. Cotton, p. 165; Rishanger, p. 103; Ann. Wigorn. 
p. 486; M. Westm. p. 4II; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 231; Wilkins, Cone. 
ii. 23- 95.• . • .. 

See Foed. 1. 673; Wilkms, Cone. 11. 12 7. 
a Pari. Writs, i. pp. 12, 13. 
• Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 229; B. Cotton, p. 164: Foed. i. 631. 
• Foed. i. 630; Parl Writs, i. 16; Select Charters, p. 467. 
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twenty cities and boroughs were to return two representatives 
for each. Eleven earls, ninety-nine barons, and nineteen other 
men of note, judges, councillors, and constables of castles, were 
summoned by special writ. The day of meeting was fixed, At shiaws-
S h la 

bury, Sept. 
eptember 3D, and t e p ce was Shrewsbury. The clergy, as 30, 1283. 

the buainess was a trial for a capital offence, were not summoned. 
At Shrewsbury accordingly David was tried, condemned and 
executed; his judges were a body chosen from the justices of 
the Curia Regis under John de Vaux 1; the assembled baronage 
watched the trial as his peers, aud the commons must be sup-
posed to have given a moral weight to the proceedings. A few Statute of 

days later the king at Acton Burnell issued an ordinance or i:'~ 
establishment called the Statute of Merchants, or the Statute of 
Acton Burnell', an enactment which, although it was put forth 
by the king and council, in an assembly which was not properly 
a national parliament, was accepted as a law, and has won the 
name of parliament for the body which accepted it. Edward 
doubtlffl!s availed himself of the presence of the deputies from 
the towns to promulgate an act which so closely concerned their 
interests j but, although the occasion is important as marking Not .. tme 

an epoch in the growth of the idea of representation, and as parliament. 

analogous to the parliament of 1265, it was not one of the 
precedents which were followed when the national council took 
its final form. 

The affairs of Wales furnished Edward with constant occu- Edward'. 

pation during 1284. The Statutes of Wales, which he published:,~=:t 
at Rhuddlan at l'lfidlent, were drawn up, as he states, by the 128+ 

advice of the nobles of the realm s, but were not the result of 
parliamentary deliberation. 'Xhey were intended to assimilate 
the administration of Wales to that of England, a principle 
which Edward had in vain attempted to enforce in hi~ Welsh 

I Cf. Ann. Waverley, p. 400, • in curia regis traci"tom est a regni potenti
oribus qua poena mortis plecti debuit;' Ann. Dunst. p. 294. 'per tot~ 
barnagiom Angliae quatuor judicia auacepit;' Cont. Fl. W~. p .• 29, 'm 
ipsa domiui regia curia, praesidente in judicio auctoritate regia? ob.a?",: d~ 
WaJlibua;' see also B. Cotton, p. 164; 'per deputatoa ad hoc JuatltUU'lOS, 
Rishauger, p. 104; Trivet, p. 307 ; Cont. Gerv. it 292. 

• Statutes of the Realm, i. 53; Trivet, p. 309. 
• Statutes of the Realm, i. 55-68. 
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territories before he became king 1. They throw much light on 
the existing institutions of the shire in England itself, but do 
not further illustrate the king's policy. Another legislative 
act issued at the same time, the Statute of Rhuddlan, was 
merely a royal ordinance, like that of John, for the regulation 
of the exchequer of receipt, and would not require parliamentary 
authorisation. Its most important clause is one which forbids 
pleas to be holden or pleaded in the Exchequer unless they 
specially. concern the king and his official servants 2. This 
marks a. stage in the division of legal business between the three 
courts now actively at work under distinct bodies of judges. 

At Christmas Edward was able to leave Wales and hold his Legislation 
of 128S. 

court at Bristol s. Immediately on his return to London, he 
Statute of returned to the work of legislation. Two statutes of the first 
W .. tminster • rt d . 8 th f W . the Second. Impo ance were passe m 12 5: e statute 0 estmmster 

the second, drawn up at the midsummer parliament ',. June 28 ; 
and the statute of Winchester, dated on the 8th of October 5. 

These two acts have, by the very fact of their juxtaposition, a 
special interest in the illustration of Edward's place in legal 

Proepective history. The statute of Westminster has great prospective im-
m~rtanoo fir' 
of It. portance: its st article, 'de donis conditionalibus,' forms one 

of the fundamental institutes of the medieval land law of 
England; the law of dower, of advowson, of appeal for felonies, 
is largely amended; the institution of justices of assize is re
modelled, and the abuses of manorial jurisdiction repressed; 
the statute' de religiosis,' the statutes of Merton and Gloucester, 
are amended and re-enacted. Every clause has a. bea.ring on 
the growth- of the later law. The whole, like the first statute 

1 The attempt had been made by lIeilry III, in 1251 and 1252; M.Paris, 
v. 227, 288. Edward had tried to introduce the system of shires and 
hundreds in 1256; Ann. punst. pp. 200, 201; Ann. Theokesb. p. 138; 
Pearson,li. 216. 

• Statutes of the Realm, i. 69. 
a He held there 'singulare non generale parliamentum,' Ann. Osney, 

p. 3co; 'non universali seu generali, sed tanquam particulari et speciali,' 
Ann. Wykes. p. 300. 

t Statutes of the Realm, i. 71-95; Ann. Waverley, 402. A soutage of 
408. for Wales was taken this year, for the Welsh war of u8a; Ann. Dunst. 
p. 317 ; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 235; Madol<, El<ch. p. 457. 

• Statutes, i. 96""98; B. Cotton, p. 166. 
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of Westminster, is a code in itself, and justifies the praises of 
the annalist who uescribes it thus: 'Certain statutes the king 
published, very necessary for the whole realm, by which he 
stirred up the ancient laws that had slumbered through the dis
turbance of the realm; Bome which had been corrupted by abuse 
he recalled to their due form; some which were less evident and 
clear of interpretation he declared; some new ones useful and 
honourable he added 1: 

The statute of Winchester, on the other hand, carries us back Statute of 

to tlie earliest institutions of the race; it revives and refines the Winchester. 

action of the hundred, hue and cry, watch and ward, the fyrd 
and the assize of arms. If the statute of Westminster repre-
sents the· growth and defined stature of the royal jurisdiction, 
the statute of Winchesj;er shows the permanence and adapt-
ability of the ancient popular [aw. Both illustrate the character 
of the wise lawgiver, the householder bringing out of his treasure 
things new and old. Together they form the culminating point Thecrowning 

of Edward's legislative activity, for, although several important ~~~~ 
acts were passed in his later years, there are none which show legi.olation. 

so great constructive power or have so great political significance, . 
nnleEs indeed we except the statute of 1290. It is possible to 
trace in them also the highest point of influence obtained by 
the territorial magnates in Edward's legal policy. 

To the year 1285 I must also be referred the decision of the Settlement 

contest which had been so long proceeding, on the jurisdiction ::"l'!:.1..tical 

of the ecclesiastical courts. These tribunals had been for mallY oourto. 

years attempting both by canon and iD. practice to extend their 
powers, and to base new claims on the foundation of the success 
which they had won by the efforts of the clergy against papal and 
regal tyranny in the late reign, Peckham had not been in
timidated by his failure in 1281. In 1285 articles of complaint 
were presented to the king by the clergy of the southern pro-
vince, with petitions for the regulation of the practice of prohi-
bitions, which were issued from the king's court whenever a 
suit was entered in the ecclesiastical courts against one rich 

I Ann. Osney, p. 30+ 
• Cf. Ann. Dunst. p. 318; B. Cotton, pp. 166,197; M. WestIn. P·4u • 
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enough to obtain such a prohibition 1. After a detailed reply 
by the chancellor, and a rejoinder by the clergy, Edward seems 
to have published an ordinance restricting the spiritual jurisdic
tion to matrimonial and testamentary cases; shortly, however, 

Cir"'!mIp<cIe followed by a writ, , circumspecte agatis,' which, as defining the 
agatu. sphere of these courts, has received the title of a statute. This 

recognises their right to hold pleas on matters merely spiritual, 
such as offences for which penance was due, tithes, mortuaries, 
churches and churchyards, injuries done to clerks, perjury and 
defamation. 

Tho king'8 
long visit to 
France, 
X286~1289. 

In May 12869 Edward went to Gascony, leaving the kingdom 
under the care of his cousin, Edmund of Cornwall, and taking 
with him the chancellor and the great seal. He returned in 
August 1289. For three years the annalists are content to 
follow his movements and to leave the domestic history blank. 
The administration proceeded smoothly and steadily, but the 
difficulties, which in both church and state had already shown 
themselves, gained strength; the country was gradually drained 
of money to be spent in foreign undertakings, and the king's 

Grant of servants were left without adequate supervision. In 1288, by 
ecclesiastical 
tenth. taking a new vow of crusade, Edward obtained a grant of an 
Private war. ecclesiastical tenth for six yearsS from Nicolas IV. In the same 

year the regent had to prohibit very peremptorily the warlike 
preparations of the earls of Surrey, Warwick, Norfolk, and 
Gloucester, and in 1289 the earls of Gloucester and. Hereford 

Taxation were at open war on their Welsh estates. Taxation, however, 
mod_to. 

was not heavy; no great demand had been made since 1283', 
the harvest of 1288 had been most abundant, and, when early in 
12 89 the king sent 'a pressing appeal to the treasurer for money, 
he might have expecte!i a favourable reply. 

1 Wilkins, Conc. ii. 1 I 5-1 '9. The so·called Statute 'Cirenmspecte 
agatis' i8 not dated, and is referred by Prynne to the reign of Edward II ; 
Statutes i. 101 ; Prynne, Records, iii. 336 sq. 

• Foed: i. 665. 
• Foed. i. 714,725,732,750. The grant was based on one of Honorius IV; 

it was the occasion of the new and stringent valuation known as the Taxa
tion of Pope Nicolas, and was renewed in 1291; ibid. 747; see below, 
P·130 • 

• There was a BCUtage in u85; see above, p. 12:1:, note 4-
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The parliament met at Candlemas 1. John Kirkby, now Parliament 

bishop of Ely and treasurer, laid the king's needs before the of 128g. 

magnates: three years he had been in Gascony, he wanted a 
general aid. The earl of Gloucester, the same Gilbert of Clare The lords 

who had fought for Edward at Evesham, and had been the first = a 

to swear fealty at his accession, who was now betrothed to the 
king's daughter, was the spokesman of the barons; nothing, he 
affirmed, should be granted until they should see the king's face 
in his own land. The discomfited treasurer, pressed on the one 
side by his master, and hampered on the other by the established 
understanding that taxation was the province of the parliament, 
determined to take a tallage from the towns and demesne lands 
of the crown. Before thia was done, however, Edward, alarmed Edward 

by the attitude of the barons, and not less perhaps by the im- returns. 

prudence of the minister, returned home, landing at Dover on 
the 12th of August', 

The absence of the chancellor had been even more mischievous 
than that of his master. Edward found himself besieged with 
complaints against the judges. On the 13th ()f October he Proceedings 

appointed a commission under Burnell S to hear the complaints = the 

at Westminster on the I zth of November, and to report to him 
at the next parliament. The result of the inquiry was the 
removal of the two chief justices Hengham and Weyland, Henry 
Bray the escheator, Adam Stratton clerk to the exchequer, and 
many others '. In the parliament at HilaryHde, 1290, Edward Proceedings 

1 d h t d . d .. 5 0fngo. comp ete t e consequen arrangements an receive petItions. 
In April he married his daughter Johanna to the earl of Glou
cester e, receiving from the bridegroom the surrender of his 

1 Ann. Wykes, p. 316. • Foed. i. 7Il. 
I Foed. i. 715. The Commi •• iODers were Burnell, the earl of Lincoln, 

the bishop of Winchester, John S. John, William Latimer, William de 
Louth, and William de March. 

• The removal of the judges is placed by the Annals of Waverley in the 
Michaelmas parliament, p. 408; by the Worcester annalist in the J anua!y 
one, p. 494; cf. Ann. Dunst. p. 356; B. Cotton, p. 171; Cont, Fl. WIg. 
p. 241. Stratton was tried on the 15th of J annary; Ann. Lond. i. 98. . 

• It was summoned for January 13, Ann. Wykes, p. 319, and sat until 
February 14. Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 241. 

• The marriage was first proposed in 1283, Foed. i. 628, when .the earl 
was divorced from his first wife; it was sanctioned by the pope, m 1289; 
ibid. 721. 
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~arliam.n1B estates, and restoring them with a settlement of the English 
m to!/"- estates on the eari and his heirs by Johanna. He likewise 

bound the earl by oath to maintain the succession of his SOD 

Edward and any other son he might have, and of his elder 
daughter Eleanor, before the crown could descend to Johl\nna 1. 

Although Johanna was not the king's eldest daughter, the 
marriage seems to have suggested the plan of raising money on 
the old customary plea, and Edward determined to have par
liamentary authority for the exaction, either as a justification 
for taking an increased rate, or as an opportunity for pleading 
his greater necessities. 

The January parliament had left business on hand to be com
pleted in a second session three ~eeks after Easter j but the 
marriage festivities must have occasioned further delay, for it is 
not until the 29th of May that the full parliament is found 

Grant of an sitting. On that day a grant of aid lYUr flUe marier is made at 
aid pur jiUe 
1II<Jn.... forty shillings on the fee. The assembly, which is called a full 

parliament, contained only the bishops and barons, who are said 
to make the grant on their own behalf, and so far as lies in 
them for the community of the whole kingdom 2. The impost 
fell on the tenants in chief only, and these might be fairly 
regarded as represented by the barons. The terms of the great 
charter were not infringed by the act. Nor, nearly as we are 
approaching the time at which the consent of the representatives 
of the commons became necessary for legislation, does either king 
or baronage show any desire for their co-operation in that depart
ment.The parliament continued to sit, employed no doubt in 
hearing the pleas and petitions which are found in the Rolls of 

KnighIBof Parliament s, and on the 14th of June Edward issued writs, 
the &hire 
summoned. directing the sheriffs to return two or th~ee elected knights for 

each shire, who were to appear at Westminster on or before the 
15th of July'. We can only guess at the object of this sum
mons; it was probably to get an additional grant .of money. It 

1 Dugdale's Baronage, i. 2r4, :315 : Foed. i. 742: Lords' Report, i. 205. 
I Select Charters, p. 477 ; Rot. Pari. i. 25; ParI. Writs, i. 20; Lords' 

Report, i. 200. 
I Rot. ParI. i. IS. Ralph Hengham was again in employment, ibid. p. 17. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 21. 
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can hardly have been for the purpose of obtaining the assent of Statute quia 

the commons to the statute of Westminster the Third, 'Quia empltJrU. 

emptores,' which was enacted by the king at the instance of 
the magnates on the 8th of July, a week before the day for 
which the knights were summoned 1. The importance of this 
act, like the aid whlch preceded it, would at the moment be 
chiefly apparent to the baronage; although Edward must have 
seen that whatev~r influence it gave to the lords over their 
tenants, it gave In tenfold force to the king over the lprds B. It 
directed that in all future transfers of land, the purchaser, 
instead of becoming the feudal dependent of the alienor, should 
enter into the same relations in which the alienor had stood to 
the next lord. In this way the king and the chief lords would 
not ']ose the services and profits of feudal incidents, a danger 
with which the constant repetition of the process of subinfeuda-
tion threatened them. But the operation of the statute had 
far wider consequences. AIl a part of Edward's policy it bears, 
as has been already noted, a close ~na]ogy to the statute de 
religiosis, which is partly rehearsed in it. 

Of the business transacted in the assembly called for the 15th July 

of July, we have no formal record; but it is shown by what~~;:t.
follows to have been of a financial character, and comprised the ::'~te;~~~y. 
grant of a fifteenth of all moveables, made by clergy and laity 
alike. It would appear that the king proposed this to the par-
liament, and also demanded a tenth of the spiritual revenue B. 

At the same time, by an act done by himself in his private 
council 4, he banished the Jews from England: the safe conduct 
granted them on their departure is dated on the 27th of July&. 
The writs for the collection of the fifteenth are dated at Clip- ~r:J,.t::': 

stone on the 22nd of September 8: the clergy met at Ely on the ~:!~ 
2nd of October, and there granted the tenth '. The delay was 

1 Select Charters, p. 478; Statutes oIthe Realm, i. 106. 
• Lords' Report, i. 169. 
• :s. Cotton, p. 178; Ann.Oaney, p. 326; Ann. Wigorn, p. 503. 
I • Per regem et secretum concilium,' Hemingb. ii. 20; M. Westm. 

p. '414; P. Langtoft, ii. 126. ' . . 
• Foed. i. 736. • ParI. Wnts"I. 24· 
• Ann. Dunst. p. 362; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 243; B. Cotton, p. 179; 

M. Westm. p. 418. 
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probably caused by the business of valuation, the assessment of 
the fifteenth being made on the quantity of goods in hand 
between August 1st and September 29th. The collection of the 

Banishment aid pur.ft11e marier was deferred for many years. The boon in 
of the Jews. 'd . f hi h h • 

Busineee of 

Scottish 
questions. 

Great suit 
between 
Clare and 
llohun. 

Trouble of 

conSl erabon 0 w c t e new grant was made IS stated by the 
annalists to have been the banishment of the Jews, a measure 
which was popular owing to the abuses of usury, and which 
Edward favoured on economical as well as religious grounds 1. 

The autumn parliament at Clipstone WitS mere1y a legal session 
of the king and council for the hearing of petitions. The pro
ceedings of the year are especially interesting, as ilIu~trating the 
transitional character of the period and the industry of the king. 

The next three years, although in some respects they are 
among the most interesting in our . annals, afford little that 
bears directly on the growth of the constitution. The death of 
the young queen of Scots on the 2nd of October, 1290, threw 
the settlement of the succession into the hands of Edward. On 
the 3rd of June, 1291, he obtained an acknowledgment of his 
right as overlord of Scotland, and in this character he ordered 
a recognition of the claims of the two nearest in blood, Robert 
Bruce and John BallioI. The recognitors having reported in 
favour of Balliol, Edward on the 17th of November, 1292, gave 
sentence accordingly, and on .the 26th of De~ember received the 
homage of Balliol for the whole kingdom of Scotland. During 
this time, too, the great quarrel between the earls of Gloucester 
and Hereford was receiving legal examination, which ended in 
the mulcting and temporary imprisonment of both, in a parlia
ment held at London in January, 1292 I. Shortly after diffi
culties arose with France; a quarrel between the Cinque Ports 
and the Normans was followed by a war between the Gascons 
and the French; and the same year which saw Edward summon 
John Balliol to Westminster to answer the complaints of his 
malcontent subjects, saw Edward himself summoned to Paris 
as a vassal of Philip the Fair to answer for the misconduct 
of his own dependents. In February, 1294, he was declared 

1 See the arguments of Grosseteste, in his letters, ed. Luard, p. 33. 
a Rot. ParI. i. 70-77 i A~. Dunst. p. 370. 
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contumacious, bis fiefs were forfeited to the French crown, and 
he was compelled to prepare for war, and i.n consequence to 
esk for money. ' 

Duri&g this busy time, only the routine work of England Th~ critical' 

could receive attention. The schemes of legal reform gave l;~hes. 
way to those of territorial ambition or defence, and in the per-
sonal character of the king the weaker but more violent instincts 
of his family come into greater prominence than before. The Edwa'1 

death of his wire in November, 1290, may have contributed to=,~;ld 
Bour him, and must have robbed him of a faithful and gentle 
counsellor: in 1292 he lost bishop Burnell, his most able and 
experienced minister ; John Kirkby the financier had died in 
1290. The domestic work of 1291 and 1292 seems to have been' 
confined to the formal parliaments. In the former year petitions' 
and pleas were heard at Asbridge in January 1, and in 1292 in 
the Bame month at London. There the great quarrel of the' 
earls of Gloucester and Hereford was decided, and four or five' 
short statutes were enacted 'de communi consilio,' supplementary' 
to the earlier legislation I. No writs, however, have been 'pre-
served to show the constitution of the assemblies. The year Parliaments 

1293 had two parliaments, one after Easter, the other after of %293· 

Michaelmas, in the first of which a statute was passed to define 
the circuits of the judges 8, and in the second an edict providing 
for the regulation of juries '. Some indications may be traced 
in the records of increasing financial pressure, aggravated as 
usual by papal intervention. In March, 129 I, the pope directed Exactu", •. 

the king to take & tenth of ecclesiastical revenue for six years 
for his promised crnsade·. In February, 1292, all freeholders~xigen.oi •• 
possessing £40 a year in land were ordered to, receive knight- lIlIlI.'e&IWlg. 

hood 8, and in the following January the estates of the defaulters 
were seized by the king's command. In 1292 the barons who 
held estates in Wales were persuaded to give a fifteenth, and the 
same was taken of the 'probi homines' and 'communitas' of 

1 Rot. ParI. i. 66. " Ibid. i. 70; Statutes, i. 108. 
I Statutes, i. 112; Rot. ParI. i. 91. • Statutes, i. I13· . 
S Foed. i. 74-7; M. Westm. p. 418; Ann. Dunst. p. 367; Cont. Fl. WIg. 

p. 264; :S. Cotton, p. 183; Ann. O.ney, p. 331 ; Ann. Wigorn. p. 506• 
e Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 266 j Parl. Writs, i. 257. 
VOL.1X.· K 
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France. 
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Chester I, But, notwithstanding Bome I!ymptoms of irritation, 
the country I!eems to have rested content, and to have been In 
no degree prepared for the threatening state of affairs which 
arose in 1294, and which brought on with unprecedented 
rapidity both the political crisis and the constitutional consum-
mation of the period. 

180. The behaviour of Philip the Fair had made war inevit
able; and although the English baronage had given, more than 
once, indisputable proofs that they cared little about preserving 
the king's Gascon inheritance, they were not disinclined to war 

Parliament on a reasonable pretext. In a great court or parliament held at 
of June, 129.. • . 

Westmmster on the 6th of June a, war was unanimously agreed 
on, and money almost enthusiastically promised; John Balliol 
undertook to devote the whole revenue of his English estates for 
three years to the good cause, and, other barons being liberal in 
proportion, measures were taken for obtaining the aid of the 
Spaniards and Germans. The defence of the coast was organised 
on a plan which marks an important step in the growth of the 

A ... mbly of English navy s. No time was wasted. On the 14th of June the 
10.-. king summoned the whole body of the knightly tenants to meet 

at Portsmouth on the 1St of September f. It is impossible to 
ascertain exactly the cause that led to confusion and delay;' 
possibly it was the king's impetuosity, possibly the resistance 
of the clergy who were groaning under the taxation of pope 
Nicolas, and who, in the absence of their natural leader, acted 
with impolitic slowness. For the Bee of Canterbury had been 
vacant since the death of Peckham in 1292, and the pope had 

A...,mblyof not yet connrmed the election of his successor. Unable to wait, 
~:~~e:~, Edward summoned the clergy of both provinces to meet at 
J294· Westminster on the 21st of September, providing for the 

representation of the parochial and cathedral clergy by elected 

1 ParI. Writs, i. 390, 391. 
• B. Cotton,p. 233; M. Westm. p. 421. Rishangerhowever(p. 151) states 

that the king seized the Balliol fiefs because John quitted the parliament 
without leave. 

I B. Cotton, pp. 234, 236; Trivet, pp. 331, 332; and ilee the next 
chapter. 

• Foed. i. SOl, S03j ParI. Writs, i. 2S9-26I. 
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proctors!. But his measures had already alarmed them. Even 
before the June parliament he had seized all the wool, wool-fells 
and leather of the merchants, releasing it only on the payment 
of five marks on the sack of approved wool, three on inferior 
wool, and five on the last of hides t: this impostz by some un
described process, received the legal consent of the owners of 
wool, and was prolonged to the end of the war s. On the 4th Seizure of 

of July he had seized and enrolled all the coined money and =:.': 
treasure in the sacristies of the monasteries and cathedrals 4. 

The assembled clergy were no doubt prepared for a heavy 
demand, when the king appeared in person, and, after apolo-
giBing for his recent violence on the plea of necessity, asked 
for aid. A day's adjournment was granted. On the third day 
they offered two tenths for one year. Edward's patience WaSEdward 
already exhausted; indignant at their shortsightedness, he let ~=::.'!" 

• 'eoolesi&'!tical 
them know that they must pay half their entire revenue or revenue. 

be outlawed I. The clergy were dismayed and terrified; the 
dean of 8. Paul's died of fright in' the king's presence. In 
great alarm they proposed conditions i-if the statute de re-
ligioBisJ were repealed they would make the sacrifice 6. The 
king replied that the statute was made by the advice of the 
magnates and could not be 'repealed without it. Other small 
demands he readily granted, aud they were obliged to submit 
to the exorbitant requisition 7. The expedition had already Further 

been delayed until the 30th of September s: the condition of delay. 

1 August 19; ParI. Writs,i. 35,26; Aml. Lanercost,p. 157; M. Westm. 
p •• p3; B. Cotton, p. 247. 

• Hemingb. ii. 55; Ann. Wigorn. p. 516. The order for r,elease was 
given July 26; B. Cotton, p. 247. 

• Edward distinctly asserts that the impost on the wool was regularly 
granted; see Carte, Histo Eng!. ii. p. 236, where the record, Rot. Fin. 22 
Edw. I. m. I, is quoted. Of. B. Cotton, p. 246, and § 276 b~low., Prob
ably it was done in an assembly of the merchants, such as we shall find 
later on becoming more and more common. 

• Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 271; Hemingb. ii. 53; M. Westm. p. 422. • • 
• • Medietatem omnium bonorum suorum tam temporalium quam spm

tualium;' B. Cotton, p. 24S; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 273; Hemingb. ii. 57; Ann. 
Wigorn. p. 517. 

• Hemingb. ii.57. 
• The writ for collection is dated September 30; B. Cotton, p. 249. 
8 Foed. i. SoS. 

X2 
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Wales now stopped it for the year. Edward improved the 
time by calling a parliament and asking for supplies. 

To this parliament were summoned not only the magnates but 
the' knights of the shires. The writs were issued on the 8th of 
October, the meeting was to be at Westminster on the 12th of 
November 1 ; ~ach sheriff was to return two knights, and by 
a second writ issued on the 9th of October, two more. From 
the cities and 'boroughs no representatives wl,lre called. The 
laity showed themselves more tractable than the clergy, and 
fared better; they had had ,their warning. They granted the 
king a tenth of all moveables, but in the exaction allowance is 
made for the goods of the clergy who had promised a. halfl. At 
the same time a. sixth was collected from the cities and boroughs 
by separate negotiation conducted by the king's officers: the 
Londoners made a separate offering through Walter Langton, 
the keeper of the wardrobe; other towns may have done the 
same. The events of the year, although they show unconstitu
tional violence on the king's part, and somewhat of panic on the 
part of the nation, mark the acquisition by the clergy and the 
counties of the right of representation in their proper assemblies, 
and an acknowledgment of the need of their consent to taxation, 
two steps which were never revoked. 

The Welsh rebellion was followed by other difficulties. John 
Balliol found himself obliged to choose between leading' the 
national r~volt and sinking into a powerless dependent of Eng
land; the Scots were looking to France for help. War began 
with Scotland before the Welsh were subdued. Instead of 
invading France, Edward saw his own shores devastated by a 
French fleet, and his hopes of revenge indefinitely postponed. 
His difficulties, however, whilst they tried his patience to the 
utmost, called out his great qualities as Ii general and a ruler. 

The third Welsh war occupied the king until Mar, I295. 

1 Foed. i. 8Il ; ParI. Writs, i. 26. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 391. The laity of the baronage and of the shires granted 

a tenth, the towns paid a sixth, and the merchants a seventh; of. M. Westm. 
p. 423 ; P. Langtoft, ii. U3; B. Cotton, p. 254; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. '7;; 
Rishanger, p. 143; Hemingb. ii. 57. The writ for the collect:on of the 
sixth is given by Brady, Boroughs, pp. 31, 32. 

tX 
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After the capture of Madoc he returned to London, where two Great council 

papal legates had arrived fu hopes of negotiating peace with'1u';.9:s. 
France. On the 24th of June 1 he summoned a great council to 
be held at Westminster on the ISt of August, and to comprise 
the archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, heads of orders, earls, 
barons, judges, deans" sworn of the councit, and other clerks of 
the council, but no representatives of the commons or inferior 
clergy. This assembly met and dispatched the judicial business 
OD the ~ 5th of August; the question of peace was likewise dis-
cussed, and the legates departed with powers to conclude a 
truce ~. The magnates probably considered also the question of 
IBUppIies, and determined to make a great effort before winter. 

For this purpose Edward took the last formal step which Summonli 

established the representation of the commons. On the 30th of:':,.a=.f 
September and on the 1St of October he issued writs' for a parliament. 

parliament to meet on the 13th of November at Westminster. 
The form of summons addressed to the prelates is very remark- Fo!"", of the 

able, and may almost be regarded as a prophetic inauguration of wnt& " 

the representative system. It begins with that quotation from 
the Code of Justinian which has been already mentioned, and 
which was transmuted by Edward from a mere legal maxim 
into a great political and constitutional principle': '.As the 
most righteous law, established by the provident circumspection 
of the sacred princes, exhorts and ordains that that which 
touches all shall be approved by all, it is very evident that 
common dangers must be met by measures concerted "in com-

I Foed. i. 822; ParI. Writs, i. 28 ; B. Cotton, p. 294-
• The Rolls of Parliament give the petitions, vol. i. 132-142. The king's 

authorisation of the action of the legates is dated August 14; Foed. i. 825. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 30, 31; Select Charters, p. 485 j B. Cotton, p. 297 ; 

Foed. i. 828. 
• The maxim GC.'Curs in the filth book of the Code, title 56, law 5: 'ut 

quod omnes similiter tangit ab omnibus approbetur.' It is found alBO in the 
Canon L"w, but in a portion unpublished at this time, the Sexta Pars 
Decretalio, containing the Extravagants of Boniface VIII, de ReguliBjUf'iB, 
c. 30. That it was, however, familiarly known in England, is shown by 
the "reference made to it by Matthew Paris, v. 225, in the year u5 I : 
, quod enim omnes angit et tangit ab omnibus habet trutinari.' See also 
the constitution scheme of J 2#, above, p. 64; and the life of .~dward II 
by the monk of MaJmesbury (Chronicles of Edw. I and II; 11.17°), ed. 
Beame, p. III. • 
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mon :' the whole nation, not merely Gascony, is threatened: 
the realm has already been invaded; the English tongue, if 
Philip's power is equal to his malice, will be destroyed from the 
earth: your interests, like those of your fellow citizens, are at 
stake. The writs to the barons and sheriffs are shorter but in 

~:~~Dt&- the same key. TM assembly constituted by them is to be 
clergy, a perfect council of estates; the archbishops and bishops are 

to bring the heads of their chapters, their archdeacons, one 

and 

proctor for the clergy of each cathedral, and two for' the clergy 
of each diocese. Every sheriff is to cause two knights of each 

commons. shire, two citizens of each city, and· two burghers of each 

Meeting of 
the parlIa
ment, Nov. 
27, 1295. 

borough, to be elected and returned. Seven earls and forty-one 
barons have special summons. The purpose of the gathering and 
the time of notice are de6nitely expressed, as the great charter 
prescribed. The share of each estate in the forthcoming delibera
tion is marked out; the clergy and the baronage are summoned 
to treat, ordain, and execute measures of defence; and the repre
sentatives of the commons are to bring full power from their 
several constituencies to execute, • ad faciendum,' what shall be 
ordained by common counsel. This was to be a model assembly, 
bearing in its constitution evidence of the principle by which 
the summons was dictated, and serving as a pattern for all 
future assemblies of the nation. . 

It met, after a postponement, on the 27th of November]; 
and the estates, having heard the king's request for an aid, 
discussed the amount separately. The barons and knights of 
the shires olfered an eleventh, the borough members a seventh. 

Dilferent The archbishop of Canterbury offered a tenth of ecclesiastical 
oontributiona • • '. • 
ofthee.tates. goods for two years. The last offer did not satisfy the king; 

Further 
.delay. 

he demanded a third, or at least a fourth. The clergy held out, 
and the king on the 9th of December eventually accepted the 
tenth. 

But now the renewal of the Scottish war prevented the king's 
departure, and wasted the funds thus collected. Edmund of 

1 The writ of postponement is dated November a; ParI. Writs,i. 32, 33; 
Foed. i. 831 ; B. Cotton, p. 298. The account of the business done is given 
in M. Westm. pp. 425, 426; B. Cotton, p. 299; Cont. Fl. Wig. p. 278; 
Ann. Wigorn. p. 524; ParI. Writs, i. 45. 
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Lancaster, instead of his brother, took the command in Gascony, 
and Edward spent the spring and summer of 1296 in the con-
quest of Scotland. During these events a new element was 
introduced into the already complicated relations of the king and 
kingdom. Boniface VIII published on the 24th of February, The bull 

1296, the famous bull' Clericis laicos t,' by which he forbade the cIerici.laicOB. 

clergy to pay, and the secul8.r powers to exact, under penalty of 
excommunication, contributions or taies, tenths, twentieths, 
hundredths, or the like, from the revenues or the goods of the 
churches or their ministers. The pope was at this very time 
busily negotiating for peace, and it is not to be supposed that he 
intended wittingly to add to the embarrassments of Edward in 
particular. It was a general enactment, intended to stay the 
oppression of the clergy, and to check the wars which were 
largely waged at their cost. Although the bull was clothed 
in the imperious language which had special charms for the 
enthusiastic temper of Boniface, it did not at first arouse the 
king's suspicions. At any rate he availed himself of the inter-
national diplomacy of the pope to gain time and to draw 
together the strings of the alliance, by which, as soon as Scot-
land was quiet, he hoped to overwhelm Philip. 

The parliament of 1296 was summoned by writs, dated at Parliament 

Berwick on the 26th of August: it was to meet at Bury S. ~!':id~. 
Edmund's on the 3rd of November'. . Its constitution was Nov. 3.

12
9
6
• 

exactly the same as that of the preceding year, and its proceed-
ings took the same form. The barons and knights who in 1295 
granted an eleventh now granted a twelfth; the burghers who 
IJad then given a seventh now gave an eighth. The clergy had 
been reminded by the king in the writ of summons that his 
acceptance of a tenth in 1295 was accompanied by a promise on 
their part that further aid should be given on the next demand, 
until peace should be made. Archbishop Winchelsey, however, 
instead of announcing the willingness of the clergy to con-

I Foed. i. 836. It was published formally by Winchelsey, January 5, 
I297; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 223. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 47-5I; B. Cotton, p. 312; Hemingb. ii. u6; Ann. 
Wigorn. p. 528; Trivet, p. 352; M. Westminster, p. 428; P. Langtoft, 
~~ . . . 
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The clergy tribute, alleged to the king that it was impossible for them, in 
::"~:'~:e~ defiance of the papal prohibition, to make any grant at all 1. 

Edward now awoke to the importance of the crisis. Without 
waiting for the clerical grant, he issued hasty orders for the 
collection of the lay contribution 9, and directed the archbishop 
to return his final answe,r on the 13th of January, 1297. 

Convocation, Winchelsey immediately called together an ecclesiastical assem-
Jan. 13.

1297. bI t' f hi . " Hil ·d· b h Y or convoca Ion 0 S provlDce ~or arytI e; ut t e 
papal prohibition was too distinct to be evaded; toe coUncil 
·after deliberating returned the same answer as before, and the 
king replied by putting the clergy out of the royal protection. 
The threat produced an immediate effect. Although the collec
tive convocation could not yield, individual members prepared 
to make separate terms for themselves, and the king accepted 

Futneoffers of a fifth. After seven days' discussion the bishops of 
negotiations. Hereford and Norwich were Bent to treat with the king" but 

without result. On the 30th of January the king outlawed the 
clergy B; on the lOth of February the archbishop replied by 
-excommunicating the enemies of that body'. The clergy of tIle' 
-nortl}.ern province who had yielded obtained letters of protection 

Seizure of on the 6th of FeJ>ruaryV; but on the 12th the lay fees of the 
Church 
property. clergy of .the province of Canterbury were taken into the king's 

hands, the archbishop protesting and ordering the excommu
nication of aggressors '. 

Assembly of On the 24th of FebruaryD the king met the barons, whom he 
~"s=:r. had called together at Salisbury, without the clergy or commons. 
Feb. '4, 1297, H . ti t fr d hi' t' I 't' e was lD no pa en. ame, an t e ecc eSlas lea OppOSI Ion 

1 Ann. Dunst. p. 405; B. Cotton, p. 315; P. Langtoft, ii. 271. 
'. December 16; Parl. Writs, i. 51. . 
I Wilkins, Cone. ii. 219; Wake, State of the Church, Apr. p. 23; B. 

Cotton, p. 317; Hemingb. ii. u6; Ann. Wigom. p. 528; M. Westm. p. 
429; P. Langtoft, ii. 273.' -

• On the 20th of January; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 220. 
a B. Cotton, p. 318. • Ibid. p. 321. 
, Lords' Report, i. H9. Commissions for taking recognisanees of the 

clergy who were willing to submit were issued March I; Parl. Writs, i. 
393. The archbishop was deprived of his property for twenty-one weeks 
and five days; ebron. Cant.-Aug. Sac. i. 51. 

• Ann. Wigom. p. 530. 
• B. Cotton, p. 320; Hemingb. ii. I21; M. Westm. p. 429. The writs 

were issued on the 26th of January i Parl. Writs, i. 51. 
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which chafed him had encouraged the instinct of insubordi
nation in the great vassals. They saw that they had been 
brought together apart from their fellow counsellors, and deter-
mined to make no dangerous concessions. Six earls and eighty- Heads of tho 

nine barons and knights had been invited, and most of them baroDllS". 

attended. Among the earls the marshall Roger Bigod of 
Norfolk and the constable Humfrey Bohun of Hereford now 
occupied the first place. Gilbert of Gloucester had died in 
1295; Edmund of Lancaster in 1296. The earldoms of Leices-
ter and Lancaster, with the lands of the earls of Derby, were 
held by the king's nephew, a minor; Chester was in the kings 
own hand, Cornwall in that of his cousin Edmund; Richmond 
in that of his brother-in-law; Pembroke was held by Aymer of 
Valenct', another cousin. The earldoms of t.he Norman reigns 
were almost entirely concentrated in the royal family. Bohun lI?bun and 

• . Blgod. 
and Blgod represented the second rank of the Conquest baronage, . 
and each now held with his earldom a great office of state .. Bigod 
inherited the traditions of the baronial party; hie father Hugh 
had been justiciar under the Provisions of Oxford, and in the 
female line he represented the Marshalls. Bohun's father had 
taken part in the same great constitutional struggle, and had 
(ought on the side of earl Simon at Evesham. Neither of the two 
was a man of much ability or policy, nor, except in pride and 
high spirit, distinguished above the rest of the baronage. But 
both had heard of the old quarrel about foreign service, both 
shared the hatred of the alien, and were averse to spending 
English blood and treasure in the recovery of Gascony. It 
is one of the curious coincidences of this important period that 
Edward himself, when staying at Acre in May, 1271, had been 
consulted by king Hugh of Cyprus on the parallel question, what 
feudal service the knights of Cyprus owed within the kingdom 
of Jerusalem. He heard the evidence, but his decision was not 
recorded 1. 

I John of Thelin has laid down the rule: 'Three things are they bound 
to do outside the realm for their lord; I. For the ma.rriage of him or any 
of hi. children; 2. To guard and defend hi. faith and honour; 3." Por 
Ie b080ing de sa seignorie OU Ie commun profit de sa terre";' .As.ise& de 
J 6rUsaiem, i. 347, ii. 4'7. 
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Refusa\ of When Edward proposed to the barons singly that they should 
the earls to 
go abroad. go to Gascony whilst he took the command in Flanders, he was 

met by a. series of excuses, and to these he replied with threats. 
The Marshall and the Constable alleged no general principle of 
law or policy: they might have complained that the king had 
strained his rights in every possible way, in assembling the 
national force for service to which they were not bound, and 
raising money by expedients which were unprecedented and un
paralleled. Instead of doing this they pleaded that their tenure 
obliged them to go With the king; if he went to Gascony they 

, would go with him; to Flanders they were under no obligation 
to go at all. From threats Edward turned to prayers: he felt 
that the battle of English freedom must be fought in France; 
surely the earl Marshall would go; Bohun might feel a grudge 

~~r:.n:on. for his .late imprisonment and fine. 'With you, 0 king,' Bigod 
answered, 'I will gladly go: as belongs to me by hereditary 
right, I will go in the front of the host before your face: 'But, 
without me,' Edward urged, 'you will go with the rest.' 
'Without you, 0 king,' was the answer,' I am not bound to 
go, and go I will not.' Edward lost his temper: 'By God, earl, 
you shall either go or hang.' 'By God,' said Roger, '0 king, 
I will neither go nor hang 1.' The council broke up in dismay. 

PreP!"'!'tions More than thirty of the great vassals joined the two earls, and 
for Olvil war. 

they immediately assembled a force of fifteen hundred well-
. armed cavalry. They did not, however, take an aggressive 
attitude, but contented themselves with preventing the king's 
officers from collecting money or seizing the wool and other 
commodities on their lands. 

Edward'~ Some allowance must be· made for Edward's irritation. He 
provocations. 

must have felt that the self-restraint and moder~tion which he 
had hitherto practised had been sadly unappreciated. He must 
have been provoked at the conduct of men who thus from sheer 
wilfulness imperilled the peace of the nation which he had 
so diligently cultivated, and at the same time were frustrating 
the great design which was to repay him for the pains he had 
taken to increase the natio~al strength. The people had not 

1 Hemingb. ii. laI. 
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been heavily taxed, and the clergy had passed, compared with 
their fate in the late reign, scot-free. The improved admi
nistration of justice, the amendments of law, the consolidation 
of governmental machinery, had increased security, and with 
security had increased the resources of all. And yet when he 
wished to reap the fruit of his labour, to strike a blow at the 
ancient foe, to recover the last fragment of the ancient inherit
ance, he was met by a refusal, justified by an antiquated quibble. 
Although he was himself inclined to even captious legality, he 
was scarcely likely to allow the validity of such a plea as that of 
Bigod. The provocation and the exigency of the occasion were 
too much for him. His engagements with his allies, costly Edward tries 

to assume a 
engagements as they were, were not to be broken because of the dictatorship. 

obstinacy of his vassals. He had recourse to a proceeding 
which, except on the plea of necessity, was unjustifiable, and 
which fortunately, whilst it was an exception to all his other 
dealings with his people, led to a determination of the crisis 
which deprived the crown for ever of the power of repeating it. 

The first measure was an edict that all the wool and wool-fells Seizure of 

of the country should be carried to the seaports nnder penalty of wool, 

forfeiture and imprisonment. The staple commodity was then 
weighed and valued, all merchants who had more than five sacks 
received tallies as security for payment, those who had less paid 
a maletote of forty shillings on the sack and were allowed to 
retain it. No legislative authorisation was pleaded, as had been and demands 

d · fi this ti hi h d' di of other one m 1294, or exac on, w c serve to gIve a stan ngsnpplies. 
ground and a gravamen to a body of men whom Edward had 
been most anxious to propitiate. At the same time each county 
was ordered to furnish 2000 quarters of wheat, as many of oats, 
and a supply of beef and pork 1. This was done on S. George's 
day, April 23. 

The clergy were still undecided. The king was persuaded by 

I Hemingb. ii. 119; M. Westm. p. 430; Rishanger, p. 169 ; Trivet, p. 
354. The demand for supplies of corn had been made in N o'l'ember, prob
ably with fnll authority; it was to be paid for at market price. See 
Madox, Hist. Exch. p. 260, and Hall, Customs Revenue, ii. 170, where 
Borne important illustrations of the subiect, from the Exche'1uer Reoords, 
will be found, pp. 175 sq,. 
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Continuation the archbishop on the 'lth of March to suspend the execution of 
~~cal the edicts against them; but the new council summoned for the 
difficulty. 26th of lIarch 1 was warned by a royal writ not to attempt 

anything daDgerous to the king's authority, and broke up with
out COmiDg to a formal vote. Winchelsey felt that he had no 
right to involve in the penalties which he had himself incurred 
men who, without doing violence to their consciences, saw their 
way to evade the papal mandate. He recommended the clergy 
to act each on his own responsibility, or in other words to make 
a separate bargain with the commissioners whom the king had 
appointed for the purpose. The difficulty was not solved, but 
the momentary emergency was provided for. 

A military But although funds were thus furnished; Edward did not 
levy of the. d'·th h· h . I 
whole foroe mten el er to carry on t e war Wlt mercenanes, or to eave 
of the king- h' t' . 1 d t t bl h k· d . h· b dom called t e con umaclOUS or S 0 rou e t e mg om m 19 a sence, 
for July 7. much less to defy him with impunity. On the 15th of May he 

issued writs for a military levy of the whole kingdom, to meet at 
London on the 'lth of July!; this levy was to include all who 
held lands of the annual value of .£20, of whomsoever they h~ld. 
Bishops, barons and sheriffs were directed to bring up their 
forces prepared with arms and horses to cross the sea under the 
king's co=and. Wales was to furnish infantry raised by the 
new plan of commissions of array. The king stationed himself 
at Portsmouth to complete the preparations. Such a design of 
employing the whole force of the country, irrespective of tenure, 
in anything but a defensive war in England itself, although it 
might be justified perhaps by early precedent in the Norman 
reigns, seems scarcely more constitutional than the seizure of 
wool, or the levying of taxes without a grant 8. 

Great. On the 'lth of July the barons who bad brought up their forces 
r.~::;'i'~ at met at S. Paul's. The Marshall and the Constable were called 

on to discharge their official functions and draw up the lists of 

1 Wilkins, Cone. ii. 224; B. Cotton, p. 323; M. Westminster, p. 430; 
AnD. Wigom. p. 531. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 281; Foed. i. 865 • 
• Lords' Report, i. 220. Edward allowed finally that the vassals were 

not bound to serve in Flanders except for wages; B. Cotton, p. 327; p. 150 
below, note I. 
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the men intended for the war. They had been concerting their 
measures in a little parliament of their owil in Wyre forest, and 
refused to obey: they attended, they said, not by virtue of sum-
mons, but at the king's special prayer; they begged him to 
employ some other officer for the purpose. Whether this plea 
was suggested by any informality in the writ, or by their con-
viction of the illegality of the demand of service, is not clear. 
Edward had, by the use of the words' affectuose requirimus et The lords 

rogamuB'1 to the barons, based his claim on moral rather than ~::!.~~f 
on legal grounds, and on this they took their stand. He indig- ~~j':;'~ in 

nantly superseded them in their offices and determined to appeal. 
to the people at large against them. They meanwhile pI:epared 
their list of grievances. 

Edward's first measure was to reconcile himself with the arch- The king 

bishop. This he did with great .ceremony on the 14th of July2.~tt.""'" 
On a stage erected before Westminster Hall, he presented ~b!!OP. 
himself with his son Edward and· the earl of Warwick, and 
addressed the people in an affecting speech; He had not, he 
allowed, governed them so well or so peaceably as became a 
king, but they must remember that such portio:ns of their pro-
perty as they had given him, or his servants without his know-
ledge had extorted from them, had been spent in securing the 
nation from enemies thirsting for their destruction. 'And now,' 
he added, • I am going to put myself in jeopardy for you; I pray 
you, if I return, receive me as you have me now, and I will 
restore all that I have taken. If I return not, crown my son as 
your king.' Winchelsey with tears replied that he would be 
faithful: the people lifted up their hands and promised fealty. 
Unfortunately.the demonstration did not affect the baronage in 
the same way. From prayers and tears Edward turned in a f.":..nds for 

most business-like way to ask for money. Winchelsey under- monoy. 

took to call the clergy again together; the barons, although 

1 Foed. i. 865. The words used to the sheriffs are • praecipi~us in fid~ 
qua nobis tenemini j' t<> the prelates' mandamus .•• sicut nostn et vestri 
et totius regui nostri honorem et aaJ.vationem diligitis f to the earls and 
barous, • aifectuose requirimus et rogamus.' •. 

• M. Westminster, p. 430; Birchington, Aug. Sac. i. 16. Wtnchelsey 
had restitution of his property on the 19th of July i Chron. Cant. Arg.· 
Sac. i. 51. . 
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their leaders had gone, urged that it was uot for the good of the 
country that the king should go to Flanders, especially when the 
Scots and Welsh were planning rebellion; the country was 
moreover sadly impoveriShed, the custom of taking tallages 

Proposal to ought to be abandoned, aud the charters, which Edward had, 
renew the 
Charters. perhaps, never yet expressly confirmed, should be reissued, con-

firmed, and observed. Mter some consideration Edward pro
posed t~ confirm the charters if an aid of an eighth were granted 
by the barons and knights, and a fifth by the towns 1: under the 
circumstances the clergy would no doubt see their way to make 
a grant. The archbishop agreed to consult the clergy about 
obtaining papal permission to pay, and summoned his convoca
~ion for the loth of August 9. In the meanwhile he was to 
negotiate with the two earls and, if possible, to bring them 
to submission. 

Edward But the rest were amenable to more speedy treatment. Edward 
persuades 
the chief brought together in his own chamber the most important men 
:~8!, the who had attended the military levy, and although they had not 
grant money. d li d th 'al f been summone to a par ament, nor possesse e credent! s 0 

representatives, he chose to regard them as qualified to make 
a grant on the instant. They agreed, for the leading men had 
left the court s; and an aid of an eighth from the barons and 
knights, a fifth from the towns, was declared to be granted. The 
king, still unwilling to act without the co-operation of the earls, 
spent several days in fruitless negotiation. On the 19th of July 
the archbishop proposed to meet the earls at Waltham, Barking, 
or Stratford; they chose the first, and on the 23rd Winchelsey 

Obstlnaey of fixed the 27th as the day of meeting. On that day Robert Fitz 
the earls. Roger and John Segrave appeared for their masters and with 

the archbishop visited the king at S. Alban's on the 28th. The 
earls, however, although furnished with . safe-conducts, neither 
presented themselves nor sent exc!lse~t. Unable to wait longer, 

1 M. Westm. p. 430. 
• B. Cotton, p. 327; ParI. Writs, i. 53; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 226. The 

archbishop's writ was issued on the 16th of July, clearlyin consequence of 
his reconciliation. 

• Ann. Dunst. p. 407; M. Westm. p. 430. 
• Foed. i. 873, 873 j Wilkins, Cone. ii. 337. 
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Edward on the 30th of July issued letters for the collection of 
the eighth and fifth, and for the seizure of 8000 sacks of wool to 
be paid for by tallies 1. On the 31st I he received the clergy into 
his protection, and then went down to ,Winchelsea to prepare 
for embarkation, On the 7th of August 8 he wrote to the arch- Edward 

b· h d" l' th f th d' . d prep""'s to IS op eSlrlDg prayers Jor e success 0 e expe ItlOn, an on embark. 

the ,I zth he published in letters patent an appeal to the people 
agatust the earls. • 

This document, which we have in a French version only, is a His maDi

curious proof of the importance which Edward attached to the !:,~~ 
support of the people, and furnishes a fine illustration of the ~n~t 
influence which was thus formally recognised by so high-spirited large. 

a king. After recapitulating the circumstances of the quarrel 
and the attempts at reconciliation, "he saYs that he has heard 
that a formal list of grievances has been drawn up by the earls, 
and that there is a report that he had refused to receive it when 
it was presented to him. This is not true, no such list has been 
offered bim. If, as he supposes, such list contains references to 
the many pecuniary aids that he has been obliged to ask for, he 
has felt the grievance as much as any; but the people must 
remember that he spent the money not in buying territory but 
in defending himself and them -, If he return, he will gladly 
amend all; if not, his heirs shall do so, But in the interest of 
all the war must be fought out; he must keep his engagements~ 
the lords have on condition of a confirmation of' the charters 
granted an aid; he prays that nothing will hinder the nation 
from doing their best to help him, that they will not believe that 
hI! has refused redress, and that they will keep the peace, as 
indeed'they must under pain of excommunication. 

The result of this appeal seems to have been that the list The bill of 
grievances, 

of grievances was at last formally presented, but whether the drawn np by 
• themagna.tes, 

document which the chroDlclers have preserved was really, as is presented 
• to tbe king. 

it purports to be, a list regularly drawn up by the whole of the 
estates, must ever remain uncertain. n is hard to see how any 

, 1 B. Cotton, p. 338: ParI. Writs, i. 53-55, 395, 396; Rot. ParI. i. ~39· 
I Rot. ell. 25 Edw. I: Brady, Rist. iii. App. p. 20. • Foed.l. 872• 

• B. Cotton, p. 3,30; Foed. i. 872, 873. 
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Articles of assembly could have been held at which such a list could be 
grievance. 

framed, or that the clergy and commons could have joined in it 
without conspiring to deceive the king. It is more probable 
that the heading of the list, which declares their co-operation, 
was a mere form, analogous to the preamble of a modern bill 
which contains the enacting words before i~ becomes a sta.tute l • 

'These are the grievances which the archbishops, bishops, a.bbots, 
pliors, ~arls, barcns, and the whole community of the land, show 
to our lord the king, and humbly pray him to correct and amend, 

Grievance to his own honour and the eaving of his people..' The first 
about the 
011IllJDOIl8, grievance is the insufficiency of the summons for the 7 th of July; 

Plea of 
poverty. 

it did not state the place to which the king proposed to go, or 
enable the persons summoneJ to adapt their preparations to the 
length of the journey; if, as was reported, the king wished to go 
to Flanders, the remonstrants were of opinion that they were not 
bound to serve in that country, there being no precedent for such 
service; but, supposing that they were so bound, they had been 
so much oppressed with tallages, aids, and plises, that they had 
no means of equipment. In the second place they st;te that 
the same oppressions had left them too poor to grant an aid. 

Demand of Thirdly, the Great Charter is not kept; and fourthly, the assize 
~=m: on and charter of the Furest are a uead letter. Fifthly, the late 
wool exaction on the wool is Ol1t of all proportion. Lastly, the nation
~lb':=-o does not think it expedient that the king should go to Flanders. 
spedition. Edward replied that he could not at the moment return a pre-

cise answer; of his council part was in London, part had already 
sailed I. He was himself prepared to follow, but seelDS to have 
waited for the report from the clergy. 

Reportf~m The convocation on the loth of August reported that they 
convocation. had good hopes of obtaining the pope's leave to grant an aid 3. 

I In French in Hemingb. ii. 134. and E. Cotton, p. 325; in Latin in 
Trivet, p. 360; Rishanger, p. 175. It might be inferred from B. Cctton 
that this list was drawn up on the 30th of June, the Sunday before the 
meeting at London; but if this were so, it is impossible to acoount for. 
Edward's ignorance of the fact: and it is more likely that the annalist has 
mistaken the date of the council. 

• Rishanger, p. 175. _ 
• The details of this somewhat important negotiation may be made out. 

On the lOth of August the archbishop put four questions to the clergy: , 
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Boniface had in fact on the 28th of February issued an 'ex- Modification 

planatory bull, at the instance of Philip the Fair 1, exempting of the bull 

from the prohibition all voluntary gifts of money and all taxes 
necessary for national defence. Edward and the bishops may not 
have known this, and the king was certainly unwilling to allow 
further delay. Provoked by their firmness or suspecting them ofEdwardtaxee 
collusion with the earls, he issued on the 20th of August letters !i':g~:~Y' 
for the collection of a third of the temporalities of the clergy; 
their lay fees were to be taxed with those of the laity; their 
spiritualities, tithes and oblations, were not to be taxed, but any 
clergyman might compound for the whole by the payment of a 
fifth of his income I. The day before he had written to the 

-archbishop to forbid: the excommunication of the officers who 
were seizing corn and other supplies s, arid perhaps the per
emptory character of the writ of collection may have been caused 
by the report that such excommunication was impending. His 
last act before his departure was to summon a number of barons 
and knights who were staying at home, to meet his son Edward 
at Rochester on the 8th of September '. Two days afterwards, He embarks, 

on the nnd of August, he embarked for Flanders, and on the Aug. zo. 

23rd he set sail G
, 

'Utrum Iioeat nobis regi contribuere, secunda de contributioniB quantita.te, 
tertio quid petendum de liberta.te, qua.rto de regis magn .. necessita.te.' 
They &Il8wer that they cannot contribute without the pope's leave, however 
great the king's need m .. y be; Ann. Wigom. p. 533. This is signified to 
the king, with .. n expressed hope th .. t the pope's leave m..y be ... ked for 
and obtained (Wilkins, Conc. ii. 226), in three ..mcles: I. The clergy 
could not give bec&use of the p .. pa.l prohibition; 2. They would, if the 
king ple&Bed, apply to the pope for leave; 3. The king must not be offended 
if they excommunic..te the usurpers of ecclesi ... tica.l property in obedience 
to the bull Edward replied to each .. rticle: I. If they could not give he -
must t&ke, but would do it with moder .. tion; 2. He refused his consent 
to the applic..tion proposed; 3. He prohibited the excommumc .. tions; 
:B. Cotton, pp. 327, 335. 

1 See Ann. Wigom. pp. 531, 535; Rayna.ld. Anna.1s, iv. 235. The ex
pl .. n&tory letter to the clergy is d .. ted February 28, 1297. A letter to 
Philip to the S&IDe effect is printed in the Proofs of the Liberties of the 
French Church, with the d&te July 22 (ed. 1639, pp. 1089, 1090) ; Prynne, 
Records, iii. 725, 726. 

• ParL Writs, i. 396. 
• August 19; Foed. i. 875. Notwitbst&nding this the sentences wel'<) 

published on the 1st of September; :B. Cotton, p. 335. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 296-298. -
• The king w ... on board on Aug. 22, on which d .. y -the ch~ncellor g .. ve 
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The Marshall and Constable, once assured of the king's de
Bohun and parture, lost no time. On the very day of embarkation, Thurs
Bigod forbid 
the ooll""tion day the 2 2nd of August t, they appeared in the Exchequer, pro-
of the 8ld. • • 

tested agamst the prise of wool, and forbade the barons to 
proceed with the coiIection of the· aid until the charters had 
been formally confirmed. The citizens of London joined them, 
and they were able to bring up a military force which gave to 
the whole proceeding the appearance of a civil war. This was 
instantly reported to the king who, before he set sail from 
Winchelsea, found time to write to the ministers of the Ex
chequer: the collection of the eighth was to be proceeded with, 
but a proclamation was to be made that the levy of the tax was 
not to be turned into a precedent; the wool was still to be' 
taken, but only byway of purchase. The following day, by 
letters dated at sea, off Dover, he instructed the young prince, 
who was left as regent, and the council to the same effect. The 
proclamation was accordingly issued on the 28th 9, But it was 
now evident that nothing but the confirmation and amplification 
of the charters would insure peace. Before the 8th of Septem
ber, the day fixed, for the meeting at Rochester, the necessity of 

Summons to calling a full council was apparent. On the 5th the bishop of 
counCIL 

London and most of the ~ords of the royal party were sum-
moned for the 30th;. on the 9th the archbishop and the two 

Summons of earls; and on the 15th writs were issued to the sheriffs for the 
knight... ' . 

election of knights of the shireS. The latter were to attend on 
the 6th of October to receive their copies of the charter; the 
representatives of the inferior clergy and of the towns were not 
summoned; and these two points take from the assembly the 
character of a full and perfect parliament like that of 1295. 

up to him the great seal; Foed. i. 876. - Rishanger (p. 177) makes him 
embark on the 31st. The Annals of Worcester (p. 133) make him sail on 
the 23rd, as also does M. Westminster, p. 430. • 

1 M. Westminster, p. 430;' ParI. Writs, i. 33, note; Carte, ii. 271; 
quoting Maynard, Year Book, Mem. in Scaec. 25 Edw. I, p. 39. This 
notice from the Memoranda Roll is printed at length in the Transactions 
of the Royal Historical Society for 1886, pp. 282-291. 

• Foed. i. 877. 
• Pari. Writs, i. 55, 56, ~98; B. Cotton, 336; Foed. i. 878.' 
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The proceedings of the assembly, too, were tumultnary I; the 
earls attended with an armed force and insisted that the regent 
should accept and enact certain supplementary articles based 
on the list of grievances. The prince by the advice. of his The charter. 

counsellors granted all that was asked, Rnd immediately sent :dlle~. 
the new articles and the confirmed charters to his father for his Oct. 10. 

corroboration. The same day, October 10, the fifth day of the 
session, the question of the aid again arose. The earls took 
advantage of their strength to force on the government the 
principle, which both before and long after was a subject of 
contention among English statesmen, that grievances must be 
redressed before supplies are grsnted. They insisted that the The.l!'"!"'t . ~~ . 

. grsnt of the eIghth and fifth should be regarded as null, and, as annulled. 

redress was now really obtained, they consented to an aid of 
a ninth from the laity there assembled; and this was shortly 
after' extended to the towns Jl• The charters were confirmed by 
inspexi7nU8 on the 12th 8; the king on the 5th of November at 
Ghent confirmed both the charters and the new articles '. On 
the 15th of October the archbishop summoned a new convoca-
tion for the 20th of November 8. In this assembly, Winchelsey, 
either knowing of the explanatory bull or anticipating the 
solution of the· difficulty, adopted a plan for avoiding both royal 
and papal censures. The Scotlt bad invaded the north, the The clerical 

occasion demanded a national effort, the clergy might take the ~=: .. 
initiative and tax themselves for defence before the king applied 
for an aid. The bull which forbade compliance with such a 
request did not forbid them to forestall it. Accordingly the 
southern province granted a tenth and the northern a fifth I. 
The archbishop's writ for collection is dated on the 4th of 
December'. 

The new articles are extant in two forms, so different that The new 

they can scarcely be regarded as representing the same original. articles. 

1 Hemingb. ii. 147. . • ParI. Writs, i. 63, 64~ 
• Statutes of the Realm, i. II4-II9 ; Foed. i. 87~. . .. 
• Foed. i. SIO. 8 Wilkins, Cone. 11. 23S. . 
• B. Cotton, p. 339; Rishanger, p. ISa ; M. We&tm. p. 431; P. Langtoft, 

ii. 3°3; Hemingb. ii. 155· 
• Wilkins, Cone. ii. 230; Ann. Wigorn.p.53+ 
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One is in French 1, containing seven articles, attested by the 
regent and sealed with the great seal. The other is in Latin 2, 

preserved by the annalist Walter of Hemingburgh, cont.aining 
six articles, and purporting to be sealed not only by the king 
but by the barons and bishops. This last is generally known as 
the statute ds Tallagio non concsdendo; as a statute it is 
referred to in the preamble to the Petition of Right, and it 
is recognised as such by a decision of the judges in 1637. The 
contents of the two documents are different. The French ver
sion (I) declares the confirmation of the charters, (2) recognises 
the nullity of all. proceedings taken in contravention of them', 
(3) authorises the publication of them at the cathedrals and the 
reading of them once a year to the people, (4) directs the ex~ 
communication of offenders against them, '(5) grants that the 
recent exactions, aids and prises, shall not be made precedents, 
(6) grants that from henceforth no such exactions shall be taken 
without the co=on consent of the realm and to the common 
profit thereof, and (7) lastly gives up the maletote of forty 
shillings on wool, promising that no such tax shall be taken in 
future without the common consent and goodwill, the king's 
right to the ancient aids, prises, and custom On wool being 
saved by a distinct proviso in each case. 

The Latin articles are; (I) no tallage or aid Shall be taken 
without the will and consent of all the archbishops, bishops, and 
other prelates, earls, barons,knights, burghers, and other free
men in the realm; (2) no prises of corn, wool, leather, or other 
goods, shall be taken without the goodwill of their owners; 
(3) the maletote is forbidden; (4) the charters are confirmed 
together with the liberties and free customs of clergy and laity, 
and all proceedings in contravention of them are annulled; 
(5) the king renounces all rancour against the earls and their 
partisans, and (6) the securities for the observance of the charter 
by pUblication and excommunication are rehearsed. 

Tlfe French version does not contain the word tallage; the 

1 Hemingb. ii .. 149; Statutes of the Realm, i. 124, 125. 
• Hemingb. ii. I5l ; B. Cotton, p. 337; Rishanger, p. 181; Trivet, p. 366; 

Statutes, i. 125. 
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Latin does not reserve the rights of the - king. The former Variations of 

omits the amnesty. It renounces 'such manner of aids,' whilst r.::,::,o 

the Latin contains no such qualifying words, but distinctly 
declares that no tallage or aid shall be imposed. Yet the 
differences are scarcely such as to indicate any want of good 
fuith on either side. They do not suggest that the one was the 
form understood by the earls, the other the form granted by the 
king. It is true that now and at a later period the legal 
advisers of the crown, when they drew up a statute in its final 
shape, exercised a discre~ion in modifying the terms of the 
petition which was the initial stage of legislation: but there· 
was no chance for such an expedient on this occasion. The-
earls were too vigilant, and the aid would have been withheld 
if the document sent to the king had not been quite satisfactory. 
It may be questioned whether the Latin form may stand to the-
French enactment in the same relation as the articles of the, 
barons stand to the charter of John, or whether it is a mere
imperfect and unauthoritative abstract of the formal document, 
in which the terms of pacification have been confused with the 
details of permanent legislation. Certainly the French form is The French 

that in which the enactment became a permanent part of our ~:t~~ is the 

law, by the exact terms of which Edward held himself bound, 
and beyond the letter of which he did not think himself 
in conscience obliged to act, in reference to either prise or 
tallage. 

These articles are the summary of the advantages gained at Importance _ 

the termination of the struggle of eighty-two years, and in~:' 
words they amount to very little more than a re-insertion of 
the clauses omitted from the great Charter of John. But in 
reality they stand to those clauses in the relation of substance 
to shadow, of performance to promise. For the common con-
sent of the nation of 1297 means not, as in 1215, the assent of 
a body which is conscious of its existence and common interest 
but unable to enforce its demands, without proper machinery, 
continuity of precedent, or defined arrangement of parts and 
functions, but the deliberate assent and consent of a parliament 
formed on strict principles of organisation, summoned by dis-



Con8titutional Hutorl/. [CHAP. 

tinct writs, for distinct purposes,-a well-defined and, for the 
time, completely organised expositor of the national will. 

~;~ariti... The 'Confirmatio Cartarum ' is one of the most curious phe
occasion on nomena of our national history, whether it be regarded as the 
which the •• • • 
charters were result of an occaSIOnal criSIS, or as the declsion, no longer to be 
confirmed. delayed, of a struggle of principles. At first sight it seems 

Coinoidenoe 
of distinct 
lay and 
clerical 
dillicultiee. 

strange that such a concession should be extorted from a king 
like Edward, when neither arms nor oaths had been sufficient to 
compel Henry III to yield it. The coincidence of the clerical 
with the baronial action at this juncture has so much of the 
character of accident as to seem conclusive against the sup
position that the result was a triumph of principle. Boniface 
VIII, when he issued the bull of 1296, had no thought that he 
was acting in practical concert with Bohun and Bigod; yet 
without the quarrel with the clergy Edward would have easily 
silenced the earls. Neither do the earls on the other hand 
seem to have conceived the idea of a con~itutional revolution 
until the eccfesiastical question arose. Their ancient grudge 
about foreign service had no direct connexion with the confirma-
tion of the charters, or with the greater part of the list of 
grievances on which the new articles were founded: it is not 
so much as named in the act to which the royal seal was 
affixed. Although it probably was made the subject of a sepa
rate convention, in which the king allowed that, except for 
wages, those who owed him services and the owners of twenty 
librates of land were not bound to go with him to Flanders, 
this important concession was no formal part of the national 
pacification 1. The leaders of the rising were almost as much 
below the confederates ofI2I5 in political foresight, deliberate 
constitutional policy and true national spirit, as John was below 
Edward in his idea of honour and true royalty. 

Edward had Nor again is it easy to see what occa~ion Edward had given 
=~fue for so violent an attack. His ol'dinary exactions were small 
notion; in propor,tion to those of his father, and even his recent ex-

1 'Eodem anno post multas et varias alterc&tio'nes concessit dominus rex 
omnibus qui debebant sibi servitia et omnibus v:iginti libratas terrae 
habentibus, non teneri ire secum in Flandriam nisi ad vadia et pro sti
pendiis dicti regis;' B. Cotton, p. 327. 
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traordinary measures were regulated by orderly management, 
and were acknowledged by him as exceptional expedients, not 
to be drawn into custom, and to be excused only on the ground 
of necessity. The charges of infringing the charters generally or habitually 

were mere vague declamation, for although he may never have :.'!~ 
formally reissued them, and had even forbidden archbishop 
Peckham to use them for political ends, Edward's reign had 
been devoted to legisI8tion in the very spirit and on the very 
lines of the charters. So far as he is personally concerned, it 
may be said that by his legislation he had largely helped to ~rain 
the spirit of law which was to bind, and did in him bind, the 
royal authority. 

As to the greater question, we may graut that the opportunity Charact.er of 

given by the French war, the bull Clerici8 laico8, and the dis- the crisis. 

content of the earls, was humanly speaking accidental; but it is 
not the less true that the forces which seized that opportunity 
were ready, and were the result of a long series of causes, and 
the working of principles which must sooner or later have made 
an opportunity for themselves. Such a crisis, if they had 
separately attempted to bring it about, might have changed 
the dynasty, or subverted the relations of church and state, 
crown and parliament, but, accepted as it came, it. brought 
about a result singularly in harmony with what seems from 
history and experience to be the natural direction of English 
progress. 

The bull of Boniface vm sums up a series of measures The 
which date from the submission of John:. it was not intended ~=cal 
for England alone, but it struck a chord which had been in=1:h~e 
tension from that hour to this. The weapon t.hat John had 
placed in the hands of Innocent had been nsed unsparingly, 
and the English Church had been the greatest sufferer. The 
king had connived at papal exaction; the pope had placed the 
clergy under tbe heel of the royal taskmaster. The church was 
indeed rich, too rich in proportion to the resources of the 
country, or for the moral welfare of the clergy; but the wealth 
which tempted the king and pope had been honestly acquired and 
was liberslly expended. The demands of the popes drew a large 
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portion of the revenues of the church into foreign channels; 
the aids furnished to the king by the clergy ~der papal 
pressure enabled him to rule without that restraint which the 
national council, armed with the national grievances, had a. 
right to place upon him. Men like S. Edmund, Grosseteste 
and the Cantilupes, had seen themselves obliged by papal threats 
to furnish material support to an administration against the 
tyranny of which they were at the very time contending; and 
thus to defeat the principle for which they were striving. 
Under Edward I the same policy had been adopted; but the 
wise and frugal government of his early years had given little 
occasion for complaint, and little opening for aggression. Boni
face VITI must have forgotten that in destroying the concordat 
with the king he was not merely embarrassing the secular 
power but casting away the material chain by which he curbed 
it. The bull Clericis laico8 at once gave occasion for a decisive 
struggle, and began a new phase of ecclesiastical and civil rela
tions. The tacit renunciation of papal homage, the vindication 
of ecclesiastical liberties, the legislation marked by the statutes 
of provisors and prremunire, were the direct consequences of an 
act which was intended to place the seoular power under the feet 
of the spiritual. 

The action of Bohun and Bigod was not dictated, as that of 
Simon de Montfort had been, and still more that of the barons 
of Runnymede, by a constitutional desire to limit the royal 
power. It arose chiefly from personal ambitions and personal 
grievances. Bohun had been fined and imprisoned in 1292; 
Bigod had be~ in arms in 1289, and was then very peremp- . 
torilyordered keep the peace. Gloucester, who had shared 
their'offence, an was by character and position qualified to lead 
them, had not lived long enough to resume his ancient part, but 
the spirit 'that had inspired him lived ,in the two earls, who by 
his death were left almost the sole relics of the great nobility of 
feudalism, and the last inheritors of the political animosities 
of the late reign. A victory won by these alone might, in spite of 
Ed~ard's reforms, have revived the feudal spirit, to be sooner or: 
later extinguished in a more bloody conflict. 
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Winchelsey 1 was a great man, although he" did not reach the Conduct of 

stature of Langton. An eminent scholar and divine, he had wi!:'%!~. 
been placed at the head of the church by & unanimous voice, 
which the pope had not cared to resist. To him the coincidence 
of the baronial and ecclesiastical quarrels seems at once to have 
Buggested the cry of the restoration of the Charters. As the 
laws of King Edward had been in the days of the Conqueror, 
and the laws of Henry I in the days of John, so now the great 
Charter was the watchword of the party of liberty, the popular 
panacea. This fact showed at least & comprehension and & 

common feeling on the part of all classes as to the real state of 
the case; and the result of the struggle amply justifies the 
decision brought about by these complicated and accidental 
causes, in other respects not so closely connected with the con
stitutional development. Edward's designs were really prema- Premature 

ture. The conquest of Scotland and the rete~tion of Gascony =~f 
were beyond the present strength of the nation: the very con-
ception of the former was premature, and the latter was a. 
scheme incompatible with the now existing relations of king 
and people, although it required a century and a half more 
to convince them of the fact. No doubt Edward believed him-
self morally as well as legally justified in these aims: his 
weakness for legal exactness led him to overrate the importance 
of. his claims and of the recognition of them: .his experience of 
both Welsh and Scottish neighbours convinced him of the 
political expediency of annexation, and the fact that the chief 
competitors for the Scottish crown were his own vassals stimu-
lated his pride and provoked his appetite for vengeance when 
his decision had been set aside and the faith pledged to him had 
been broken. The history of three centuries proves .that, whether 
or no the two countries could have heen benefited by union, the 
time of union was not come: England was not strong enough to 
hold Scotland, and there was no such sympathy between the 
nations as could supply the place of force. It would have been 
well if the case had been made clear as early with regard to 
Gascony. 

I See his character drawn by an admirer, in Bircbington, Aug. Sac. i. II sq. 
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o Suppl... 181. The remaining years of Edward's reign owe such con-
mentary con.. . 
litmations. stitutional interest as they have to the fact that they witnessed 

the supplementary acts by which the Confirmation of the Char
ters was affirmed and recognised as the end of the present 
disputes, and especially as the close of the long dispute about 

Edward the limits and jurisdictions of the Forests. The king returned 
M':h:'X29S. in March, 1298 \ after making with France a truce which in 

the following November became a permanent peace, cemented 
by a royal marriage. In the summer he invaded Scotland, but 
not before the earls had demanded as a condition of their 

His promise attendance a. re-confirmation of the act done at Ghent. The 
!he~:;::' claim was made in an assembly of the lay estates held at York 
Mar,I29S, h h fM 8 2 d db . on t e 25t 0 ay, 129 ,an was answere ya pronnse 

made on the king's part by the bishop of Durham and the earls 
of Surrey, Warwick, and Gloucester, that if he were victorious, 

Contest in he would on his return do all that was required. The promise 
:1299· was fulfilled ill the spring of 1299, but again not without a 

contest. The earl of Hereford was now dead, but the steady 
determination of the nation had already superseded the action 
of the class; and the victory which· had been won for the charter 
of liberties was now repeated in the demand and concession of 

Parliament, the forest reforms. In a council of magnates called for the 8th 
M&nlh s. 

of March S Edward confirmed the charters·, but, in the case of 

1 March 14; Foed. i. 889. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 65; Foed. i. 8'10, 891, 892; Rishanger, p. 186; 

Hemingb. ii. 173; Trivet, p. 371; M. Westminster, p. 431; P. Langtoft, 
ii.30 9· 

B ParI. Writs, i. 78; Rishanger, p. 190; Hemingb. ii. 183 j Trivet, p. 375; 
M. Westminster, p. 431. 

• In what is called the statute definihouslevatis, Statutes, i. 126 sq., dated 
o April 2. The words are very important in their relation to Edward's later 
action: • Quos autem articulos supradictos firmiter et inviolabiliter obaer
vari volumus et teneri, volentes nihilominus quod perambulatio fiat, saZvis 
sempBf' jllA"amrnto nostro,jul"e coronae noB/rae et rationibus nostris atque 
calumpniis ac omnium aliorum; ita quod perarubulatio illa nobis reportetur 
antequam aliqua executio vel &liquid aliud inde fiat: quam quidem peram
bulationem volumus quod fiat siout praedicitur ad citius quod fieri potest 
post negotia quae habemus expedienda cum nunciis qui de Romana curia 
Bunt venturi, quae vero ita sunt a.rdua quod non Bolum nos et regnum nos
trum sed totam Christianitatem contingunt, et ad ea sanius pertractanda 
totum consilium nostrum habere plenarie indigemus.' The negotiations at 
Rome probably concerned the crusade, but the king may have known of the 



,XIV.] Parliament of London. 155 

the forests, with a reservation which provoked new suspicions. Edward 

The words' salvo jure coronae nostrae' turned the blessings Of~~!::-h~ 
the people into curses; a second confirmation was demanded, t':.~~ts. 
and, on the 3rd of May 1, granted without the salvo. The May 3· 

peramhulations necessary for enforcing the forest reforms were 
ordered, and the people for the moment were satisfied. But· tlie 
struggle was not yet over. The delay of the forest reforms had 
revived the mutual distrust. The next year the debate was Parliament 

renewed, in the most completely constituted parliament that ~a~~:n. 
had been called since 1296, on the 6th of March, 1300 '. On ']co' 

this occasion an important series of twenty articles, in ad-
dition to the charters, was passed, but those of 1297 were not 
re-enacted. By the first of these 'articuli snper cartas' com- The arliculi 

missioners were appointed to investigate all cases in which ~= .. arl<u. 

the charters had been infringed; by others the abuses of 
purveyance and of the jurisdiction of the steward, the marshall, 
and the constable of Dover Castle, were restrained; 'tlie Statute 
of Winchester was enforced; the jury system received some 
slight reforms; the assaying and marking of gold and silver 
were ordered j ,and other enactments of purely legal interest 
were adopted. Two or three of these illustrate the character of 
this supplementary legislation B. The 4th orders that no com-
mon pleas shall he henceforth held in the Exchequer. contrary 
to the form of the Great Charter,'a rule which legal artifice 
easily overcame; the 5th directs that the Chancery and the 
Bench shall still follow the king, a trace of the old system 

pope's views on Scotland and also have been negotiating for a recall of the 
boll Cleric>. laic08. . 

1 The writs for the council on the 3rd of May were issued April 10'; 
Pari. Writs, i 80. The king consented that the perambulation should be 
made under the view of three bishops, three earls, and three barons; 
Hemingb. ii. 182,183. Neither of these assemblies contained the commons 
or inferior clergy. The statute de/alBa moneta (Statutes, i. 131) was made 
in the May meeting. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 82-8+ The parliament was called for the 6th of March, 
and contained both commons and clergy. The confirmation is dated on 
the 28th; Statutes (Charters), i. 41; on which day was issued the order f~r 
the Great Charter to be read four times a year; Foed. i. 919. The addi
tional. articles were promulgated April 15; ibid. p. 920. See, too, the 
ebron. Ang. et Scot., ed. Riley, pp. 404-406; Hemingb. ii. 186; Ann. 
Wigorn. p. 544; Trivet, p. 377· 

• Statutes of the Realm, i. 136-141. 
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of the Curia Regis which was soon to be lost; the 6th forbids 
the issue of common law writs under the Privy Seal. The 8th 
is a curious relic of the ideas of 12S8,;-the sheriffs, in those 
counties in which' the office is not of fee or heritable, may be 
elected by the people if they plea.se. This enactment was of no 
long duration, and is limited by the 13th article, which forbids 
bribery and oppression on the sheriffs' part, as well as by the 
14th, which defines the terms at which the profits ofthe hun
dreds are to be fermed. The most significant part of the 
legislation, however, 'concerns the point on which Edward seems 
to have determined to make his last stand against the demands 
of the nation, the administration of the forests: for the reform 
of these, very stringent measures were taken in obedieuce to 
the first article, and it was not without significance that, in the 
last, a proviso was inserted saving the right and prerogative of 
the crown in all things. The perambulation, however, was at 
last made; and to receive the report of the commissioners the 
king, on the 20th of January, 1301, met his parliament at 
Lincoln 1. 

Parliament This assembly is of considerable historical importance. Its 
of Lincoln, 'ti' li <" th k' di d h sh iffs t Jan. 20, '30'. compOSl on was pecu ar, Jor e lllg recte t e er 0 

return the same representatives, if they were alive,· as had· 
a.ttended on the last occasion, no doubt that they might hear 
the report of the commission issued at their request 9: all per
sons who had claims or complaints against the perambulations 
were to attend to show their grievances; the universities of 
Oxford and CanIbridge were also ordered to sellll a number of 
lawyer9- to advise on the subject of debate. The proceedings 

. ~:.,,:!!!. to indicate a feeling of continued mistrust on hPth sides. Edward, 
y!"!d unoon- who negotiated through his clerk Roger Brabazon, attempted to 
ditionally. • 

guard his future action with regard to the forests by refusmg to 
ratify the disafforestments until he '>had- obtained a distinct 

, ParI. Writs, i. 8S-9I; Foed. i. 923, 924; M. Westminster, p. 433; 
P. Langtoft., ii. 329. The placing the parliament at Stamford instead of 
Lincoln is no doubt a mistake of the annalists. 

• The . vrit, which was issued Sept. 26, 1300, rehearses the provisions 
and reservations made in the statute definibu8, above, p. 154, note 4. The 
proctors of the clergy were not summoned to this parliament, although the 
representatives of the commons were. 
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assurance from the prelates and baronage that it could be done 
without a breach of his royal obligations and without detriment 
to the crown 1. He sent down a bill to the magnates, in which 
be declared that, if they would" after due examination, declare 
on their homage and fealty that the measures in question were 
well and loyally completed, and that he could confirm them 
without breaking his oath or injuring the crown, he would 
sanction them: or, if they would take some other convenient 
way of redressing the abusett, they should be redressed by their 
advice. The barons in reply declined to undertake the respon- Bill oftwelve 

sihility which the king wished to throw upon them, and, under articles. 

the advice of archbishop Winchelsey, presented, through Henry 
of Keighley, knight of the shire for Lancashire, a bill of twelve 
articles', to each of which the king returned a formal answer. 
They demanded, in the name of the whole community, the com- Claim. mado 

plete confirmation of the charters in all points, the cancelling of ~~~ in tho 

11 d h h d fi . . . li f h name of tho a acts oppose to t em, tee mtlOn,. 1U par ament, 0 t e oommunity. 

functions of the justices assigned, the immediate execution of 
the disafi'orestments, the immediate abolition of the abuse of 
purveyance, a new commission to hear complaints, the redress 
of grievances by officers who should be free from suspicion, and 
the enforcement of general reforms before money was granted. 
This done, they proposed to grant a fifteenth in lieu of the Grant of 

twentieth already granted; it was to be assessed, collected and money. 

paid to the king by knights chosen by the common consent of 
the county after the next Michaelmas, the date at which the 
reforms were to be completed. Finally the prelates, with the 
consent of the barons, declared that they could not assent to any 
contribution to be made from the goods of the church in defiance 
of the pope's prohibition. At the same time, it would seem, 
although the subject is not mentioned in the Bill, they petitioned 

1 ParI. Writs, i. 104. The oath referred to is probably the coronation 
oath, which may have contained a promise not to alienate the crown pro
perty, such as was taken by the king of the Romans: 'Vis jura regni et 
imperii conservare, bonaque ejusdem injuste dispersa recuperare et fideliter 
in usus regni et imperii dispensare l' Taylor, Glory of Regality, p. 412, 

and p. 109, note 2, above . 
• 'Billa Praelatorum et procerum regni liberata domino regi ex parte 

totius communitatis in parliamento Lincolniensij' ParI. Writs, L 104. 
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for the removal of Walter Langton, bishop of Coventry, the 
treasurer, and made bitter complaints against the Icing's other 
servants 1. Edward keenly felt the ungenerous suspicions to 
which he was subjected, and ordered the knight who had pre
sented the bill to be imprisoned 2. The disafforestation in par-
ticular . was repulsive to him, for he was called on to ratify 

The king arrangements which were not yet made. He yielded however 
yields. 

to compulsion which he did not hesitate to call outrageous, and 
consented, either expressly or with some modification, to all 
these claims, except that which recognised the necessity of the 
pope's consent to the clerical payment; on the 30th of January 
the knights of the shire were allowed their expenses and suffered 

Confirmation to go home; and on the 14th of February. Edward confirmed 
F!.?I~I. the charters. 
~::=oe But although the baronage were disposed to press their 
t:'"~,:,ent advantage to the utmost, and perhaps even to purchase too 
dem&nde of dearly the aid of the ecclesiastical party which was headed 
Bonifaoe 
VIII. by Winchelsey, they showed themselves ready to support the 

king to the utmost in his resistance to the further assumptions 
of Boniface. The pope had now claimed Scotland asa fief of 

1 Pet. Langtoft, ii. 339; M. Westm. p. 433. 
• The following letter seems to give so true and clea.r an impression of 

the king's feelings on this occasion, and to be so full of cha.racter, that it 
is given entire. We see in it his determination to uphold his right, or 
what he deemed his right, and his desire that the victim of the moment 
should not suffer, but that his kindly treatment should be attributed to 
the unpopula.r minietel': 

• Th&JaVA"ario pro t"fge.-Eduard pa.r la grace de Dieu &c. al honorable, 
piere en Dieu Wautier pa.r meisme la grace Evesqe de Castre notre tre
sorier salutz. N ous envoions a vous pa.r lea porturs de ces lettres monsieur 
Henri de Kighele, qui ad eete devant noUB, et avoms bien trove pa.r sa 
recomllsaunce demeine qui! eat celi qui nous porta la bille de pa.r l'erce
vesqe de Cantebiris et de par lea autres qui nous preaserent outraiouse
ment au parlement de Nichole, et Ie quel nous avoms taunt fait serchier, 
et vous mandoms qe Ie dit Henri facez mettre en sauve garde en 1a tour 
de Loundres a demorer y. tant que nous puiseons saver qil soit repentaunt 
de oe quil en ad fait, et que nous eons sur ceo autrilment ordene. Et sachez 
que nous volons que Ie dit Henri eoit eurteisement et sauvement gardez en 
la dite Tour, hors des fers, mes qe eele oUl-tesie et eele ga.rde soit ensi 
ordenee quil puisse entendre qe ce viegne de votre oortesie e ne mye de 
noUB. Done sonz notre prive seal a Thindene, Ie V jour de Juyn;' Me
moranda of the Exchequer, aO 33, 34 Edw. I. Memb. 40; Madox, Hist.. 
Exch. p. 615. It is satisfactory to know that Keighley soon reappea.rs in 
parliament and in public employment; ParL Writs, i. 686. 
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Rome and forbidden Edward to molest the Scota. This extra
ordinary assumption, made in a bull dated at Anagni, June 27, 
1299 I, Edward determined to resist with the united voice of 
the nation. He had received the bull from Winchelsey at 
Sweetheart Abbey in Galloway on the 27th of August, 1300', 
and, in acknowledging the receipt, had re-asserted the principle 
already laid down in the writ of 1295, 'it is the custom of the 
realm of England that in all things touching the state of the 
same realm there should be asked the counsel of all whom the 
matter concerns '.' He laid the bull therefore before the par
liament at Lincoln, explaining that the pope had ordered him 
to send agents to Rome to prove his title to the lordship of 
Scotland; and thereon he requested the barons to take the 
matter into their own hands. The barons complied, and a Letter from 

letter was written, briefly stating the grounds of the English:l:: =:w to 

claim and affirming that the kings of England never bave Feb. I2, '3
0
'. 

answered or ought to have answered touching this or any of 
their temporal rights before any judge ecclesiastical or secular, . 
by the free preeminence of the state of their. royal dignity and 
by cnstom irrefragably preserved at all times; therefore, after 
discnssion and diligent deliberation, .the common, concordant 
and unanimous consent of all and singular has been and is 
and shall be, by favour of God, unalterably fixed for the future, 
that the king shall not answer before the pope or undergo 
judgment touching the rights of the kingdom of Scotland or 
any other temporal rights :he sh.ill not allow his rights to be 
brought into question, or send agents; the barons are bound 
by oath to maintain the rights of the crown, and they will not 
suffer him to comply with the mandate even were he to wish 
it. This answer is given by seven earls and ninety-seven Numbers of 

barons for themselves and for the whole community of the =':!n ... 
I Hemingb. ii. 196; M. Westminster, p. 436; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 259; 

Foed. i. 907. 
• M. Westminater, p. 438. The archbishop reported to the pope his 

proceedings in a letter dated Otford, October 8, 1300; ibid. 439. 
• M. Westminster, p. 439: 'consuetudo est regni Angliae quod in De

gotiia tangentibuB statum ejusdem regni requiratur consilium omnium quos 
rea tangit.' . 
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land, and is dated on the 12th of February 1. The king soon 
after forwarded a detailed historical statement of his claim '. 
We miss on this occasion the co-operation of the clergy; and 
there can be little doubt that Winchelsey, by his action in this 
parliament, provoked Edward to the somewhat vindictive pro
ceedings which he took against him after the death of Boniface. 
Not only had he, as it :would seem,adhered to the pope in 
this matter, or at least been silent when he ought to have 
spoken, but he had joined the barons in an attempt to em
barrass the king in executing the interual reforms. He had, 
we may suspect, asked a recompense for the assistance he had 
given to the earls in 1297, and, whilst joining in the bill of 
twelve articles presented to Edward at Lincoln, had obtained 
the consent of the barons to add one which the king declined 
to accept -the exception of ecclesiastical property from grants 
made contrary to the papal prohibition. The answer to this 
proposal recorded on the bill is this, 'Non placuit regi sed 
communitas procerum approbavit s.' That this co-operation 
went any further, or concealed, as Edward suspected, deeper 
designs against him, is improbable: the king however never 
forgave it. He regarded it at the least as an attempt to repeat 
the crisis of 1297. Probably the hearty confidence with which 
he threw himself on their sympathy prevented the barons from 
further concessions either to Winchelsey or to Boniface, and 
served to unite them in other respects more closely with the 
king than they had been united since 1290. His hands were 
thus strengthened for the completion of the design on Scotland. 

No more quarrels with the barons occur during the rest of 
the reign. In 1302 Roger Bigod' surrendered his earldoms 

1 Foed, i. 926, 927; ParL Writs, i. 102, 103; Rishanger, pp. 208-210; 
Hemingb, ii. 209-313; .Ann. Lanerc. pp. 199, 200; Trivet, pp. 393-394 ; 
M. Westminster, pp. 443,444-

• Rishanger, pp. 200--208; Hemingb. ii. 196-209; Trivet, pp. 381-393 ; 
M. Westminster, pp. 439-443; Foed. i. 93 3 , 933. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 105. Birchington acknowledges the archbishop's share 
in this: • Unde quia ipse praelatis et proceribus regni, perambulationem 
de foresta et quaedam alia jura regali potentia usurpata petentibus, pro Be 
et utilih.te publica, se conjunxit, regis aemuluB et suorum aemulorum 
fautor et temerarius censebatur;' Ang. Sac. i. 16. . 

• Hemingb. ii. 223; M. Westminster, P.452; Foed. i. 940. Tbeywere 
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and estates and received them back for life only: the earl Of'Measuresfor 
Hereford had, on his marriage with the king's daughter Eliza'-=t~~ 
beth, in the same year, to make a resettlement like that made quiet. 

by Gloucester in 12901: the earldom of' Gloucester was now 
in the bands of Ralph de Monthermer the second husband of 
Johanna of' Acre; and thus the great fiefs were already, as if 
in anticipation of' the policy of Edward III, centring in the 
royal house. ,Edward's relations with Winchelsey were of' 
course less friendly. He had imprisoned Henry of' Keighley Prosecution 
as a matter of f'orm; but the archbishop was the real offender. ~~-at 

He could not wholIy forgive the man who had brought on Rome, 1306. 

him the greatest humiliation of his life. Walter Langton, tOQ, Langton's. 
his chief' adviser, had engaged in a life-long quarrel with the ~':~.:;~ 
archbishop I. In 1301, after the attempt made in the parli~-
ment of Lincoln to remove him, he was suspended by the pope 
from his bishopric, in consequence of a charge of adultery, con
cubinage, simony. and intercoUl'se with the devil, made against 
him by John Lovetot. Edward ascribed the accusation to the 
odium which he had incurred by his faithful service. The 
charges against him collapsed, and, after an investigation held 
before the archbishop himself, he was acquitted and restored 
by the pope. Whether Winchelsey had any share in. this 
attack there is nothing to sllOw positively, but, from this 
moment until the archbishop's death, 'the two prelates were 
in constant hostility. In 1306 the king laid before Clement V Che:'"ges 
a series of charges against W~chelsey'8, including an accusation &%!IBeY. . . . 

surrendered April 12, 1302, and restored July I2; ibid. The earldom was 
promise~ to the king's son Thomas in 1306 ; Foed. i. 998. 

1 October 8, 1302; Foed. i. 944-
• Foed. i. 956, 957. Walter Langton became treasurer in 1295, and was 

made bishop of Lichfield in 1296. I have attempted to give a more detailed 
account of these struggles in the Introduction to the Chronicles of Edw. I 
and Edw. II, pp. ciii. sq. 

• 'rhe king's charges against Winchelsey are given in the Foedera, i, 983. 
in a letter to Clement V, dated April 6, 1306, The pope promised to. Bend 
a nuncio, May 6, and subsequently suspended the archbishop and appOInted 
an administrator. Edward objected to this, but surrendered the p~ofita of 
the archbishop's temporalities to the pope, and although at the parliament 
of Carlisle he had issued a prohibition to the pope's agents, he ~owcd 
them to execute their functions by letter of April 4, 1307; Foed. 1. 10.14· 
Immediately after his death Winchelsey was recalled and Langton 1m-
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of treasonable designs which he believed the archbishop .to 
have carried on in the parliament of Lincoln. The pope 
in consequence called him to his court and suspended him. 
He. had had a hard part to play, urged on the one hand by 
the imperious Boniface and on the other by the no less un
compromising king; he ·had yielded and persevered at the 
wrong times, and lost the confidence of both his masters. 

It would have been well for Edward's reputation if this 
somewhat vindictive proceeding had satisfied him. Unfor-
tunately, for once in his long career,· he deigned to follow 
the example of his father. and grandfather, and applied for 
lL bull of absolution from the oaths so lately taken 1. This 
was granj;ed by Clement V in 1305, and although, like the 
award of S. Lewis in 1264, it contained a salvo of the rights 
of the nation, it amounted to a full cancelling of the royal 
obligations incurred in November, 1297. But it can scarcely 
be doubted that Edward's purpose in applying for it was to 
evade the execution of the forest articles which he had con-
ceded under strong protests in 1299 and 1301. It is only in 
reference to these concessions that the absolution was used. 
He was probably' ashamed of an expedient so much opposed 
to his own maxim 'pactum serva;' he m~\ltions it but once 

his diBllke to in any public act: in the ordinanceof"the Forests issued in 
::;a:.~ 1306 he states that he has revoked the disafiorestations made 

at the Lincoln parliament, but only to pardon trespasses com
IDitted in consequence 9. Although in the permanently .im-

prisoned. . When Winchelsey took the side of the Ordainers, Langton 
reconciled himself with Edward II and became minister again. 

1 130 5, November 7, the king sends the pope a certified copy of the bull 
of Clement IV, annulling the Provisions of Oxford; and October a7, 
sends Henry de Lacy and Hugh Ie Despenser to tell his troubles to the 
pope; Foed. i. 975. At the same time he petitions for the canonisation of 
Thomas Cantilupe; p. 976. The bull of absolution is dated at Lyons, 
December 29, 1305; it contains a saving clause of the rights of the people 
existing before the concessions of November, 1297; Foed. i. 978. 

• Ordinatio Forestae, Statutes, i. 147-149: 'Quia deafforestationem 
eandem, et ut sententia el[communicationis in contravenientes fulminaretur, 
quanquam de nostra bona voIuntate minime processisset, concessimus, 
quam quidem sententiam dominus summus pontifex postmodum revocavit; 
et quas concessionem et deafforestationem ex certis causis revOC&lDua et 
etiam adnullamua,' May 27, 1306. 'Super absolutione juramenti domini 
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portant parts of constitution~1 law he refrained from acting 
on this licence, it is not the less convincing proof that, great 
and noble as his character was, it did not in this particular 
point rise above the morality of his age. 

Winchelsey did DOt return to England during Edward's life. Anti·Roman 
Th k• k d f his b b' h'" legislation. e mg too a vantage 0 a sence to egm t e lamous 
course of anti-Roman legislation which distinguishes our church 
.history down to the Reformation. In the February parliament Restriction 

. of ""po.! of 1305 the consent ofthe barons had been glven to a statuteclaima. 
forbidding the payment of tallages on monastic property and 
other imposts by which money was raised to be sent out of 
the country I. Not being fortified by the assent of the clergy,Stat!'lAlof 
his t bli h d 'l h' th Carlisle, '3°7· t ac was not pu s e unb 1307, wen, In e par-

liament of Carlisle held in January, it was formally passed, 
and at the Bame time a long petition from the whole of the 
laity was presented, praying for legislation against the abuses of 
papal patronage exercised in the form of provisions, the pro-
motion of aliens, the diversion of the monastic revenues to 
foreign purposes, the reservation of first-fruits, Peter's pence 
and other exactions '. The parliament drew up a strong re
monstrance, but further legislation, if it were contemplated, was 
not then proceeded with. Edward did not wish to quarrel with Edward 

Clement, and in fact after the session was over, at the request ~~:~ . 
of the Cardinal Peter of Spain who was present, he stopped. the executing It. 

enforcement of the prohibitions issued against the papal agents, 
and superseded to some extent the recent legislation s. :Before 
the matter was settled he died. 

The other constitutional incidents of this period may be Parliamenu. 
; . and tax .. of 

bneHy enumerated. The parliaments are regularly called and thel&tIAlr 

held, although, as we shall see, not invariably guided by the yoars. 

fiame rules. In 1302 Edward collected the aid:fYllll' flUe marie'l' 
granted in 1290 '. In 1304 he took a tallage of a aixth 

l'egia Angliae de forest&, quae wlgariter et Anglice dicebatur porale.' 
.Aml. London. i. 146. 

1 Statutes, i. ISO, 151; Rot. ParI. i. 217. • 
• Hemingb. ii. 254, 259; M. Westminster, p. 457; Rot. ParI. 1. 207, 

211-223• 
Rot. ParI. i. 322. 4 Rot. ParI. i. 266; Foed. i. 945· 

B2 
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from the demesne lands, cities and boroughs. In 1306, on 
the occasion of the knighting of the prince of Wales, an aid 
was granted in parliament, the barons and knights voting & 

Customs- thirtieth, the cities and boroughs & twentieth 1. In 1303 Ed-
duties. . . 

ward largely extended the system of customs-duties; on theIst 
of February he granted a charter to the foreign merchants in 

The Carta which, in return for an undertaking to pay additional duties 
Mercatoria. according to a fixed tariff, which was substituted for the older 

and less definite customary imposts, he bestowed on them 
freedom of trade and immunity from arbitrary exactions. He 
was less successful when, on the 25th of June, he attempted to 
obtain from a representative assembly of citizens and burghers 
their consent on similar terms to a similar. increase of the 
custom on wine, wool, and other commodities; this was un~ 
hesitatingly refused 9. The increase, the nova custuma, was 
however collected from the foreign merchants without parlia-

Questionable mentary sanction, in the terms of the Carta Met"catoria. Two 
~::::"of of these measures, the tallage of 1304 and the nova custuma of 

13°3, were contrary to the spirit of the articles of 1297; but 
in the Jatte!; of the two the exaction was taken by consent of 
the payers, and as the price of important privileges j and for 
the tallage the king obtained the connivance of the magnates by 
allowing them to tax their tenants in the same way Sj and this 
must have constituted his justification. 

_<\lthough every year of the reign continued to be marked 
by legislation, there can be no doubt that the constructive part 
of Edward's work was completed before his political difficulties 
arose; and the constant employment of both king and baronage 
in Scotland gives to the statutes of this period & supplementary 
and fragmentary character. None of them affects the machinery 

1 Foed. i. 983 ; Pari. Wl-its, i. 16+. • 
• ParI. Writs, i. 134> 135; Select Charters, p. 500. The charter of the 

foreign merch:ults was declared illegal in 13I1; Foed. ii. 749; Statutes, i. 
159 ; see §§ 195. 350 below. The great importance of this incident, with 
especial reference to the prisage of wine, is carefully drawn out by Mr. Hall 
in the History of the Customs Revenue, i. 70.; ii. Uo: and the Carta 
Mercatoria i8 printed in the same work, i. au3 sq. 

. • Rot. Pari. i. 366; Select Charters, p. 501; Hemingb. ii. 233. On this 
Bee Dr. Schanz's remarks, Englische Handelspolitik, i. 1I93. 
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or the balance of the constitution; and, where they illustrate its 
technical working, they may be noticed in another chapter. • 

182. Edward died on the 7th of July, 1307. How far the Edward die •• 

events of his reign justify us in regarding him as an original July 7. '3
U

7· 

worker, as founder, reviver or reformer of the Constitution,-
with what moral intention he worked, for the increase of his 
power, for the retention of it, or for the benefit of his people,-
it is scarcely within the province of the historian to determine. 
Personally he was a great . king, although not above being 
tempted to ambition, vindictiveness, and impatient violence. 
He was great in organising: every dep~ment of adminis-. 
tration Celt his guiding and defining hand. The constitution of 
parliument which was developeil under his hands remains, with 
necessary modifications and extensions, the model of repre-
sentative institutions at this day. His legislation is the basis 
of all subsequent legislation, anticipating and almost superseding 
constructive legislation for two centuries. His chief political 
design, the design of uniting Britain under one crown, pre-
mature as it was at the moment, the events of later ages have 
fully justified. A more particular estimate oC his work may be 
made by summing up the general results of this long and varied 
period 1 •. 

I The later parliamentB of Edward I were theBe :-
13°2. July I, at WeBtminBter; Bummoned by writ of June 2. The clergy 

and commonB were not Bummoned; ParI. Writs, i. 112. 
1302. Sept. 29, at Westminster, Bummoned by writ of July 20 and 24 and 

prorogued to Oct. 14. The commons were Bummoned, but not the 
clergy; ParI. Writs, i. 114. . 

1305. Feb. 16, at Westminster, Bummoned by writ of Nov. u. Both the 
clergy "!lId commons were present; ParI. Writs, i. 136: prorogued 
to Feb. 28; ibid. p. 138. ThiB parliament Bat until March 21 . 

. 1305. Aug. 15, at Westminster, summoned by writ of May 24 and July 13, 
o prorogued to Sept. 15. This asBembly did not comprise either clergy 

or commonB. but W&B attended by the repreBentativeB of the. com-
munity of Scotland; ParI. Writs, i. 159 sq. . 

1306. May 30, at Westminster; summoned by writ of April 5; the 
parochial clergy were not summoned, and the commons in an 
irregular form. The subject of deliberation was the grant for the 
prince'B knighthood; ParI. Writs. i. 164 sq. 

1307. Jan. 30, at Carlisle,' summoned Nov. 3. Both clergy and commons 
were fully represented; ParI. Writs; i. 181 sq. The parliament was 
opened by the treasurer Langton and the earl of Lincoln. The 
deliberations. lasted until the 20th of March. 
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Ideal of cou. 183. THE idea of a constitution in which each class of society =:1laI Bbould, so soon as it was fitted for the trust, be admitted to· 
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a share of power and control, anil, in which national· actiQn~eal of con-
I . ·tution&l 

should be determined by the balanWl maintained between the wth. 

forces thus combined, never perhaps presented itself to the mind 
of any medieval politician. The shortness of life, and the jea.-
lousy inherent in and attendant on power, may account for this 
in the case of the practical statesman, although a long reign like 
that of Henry III might have given room for the experiment; 
and, whilst a strong feeling of jealousy subllisted throughout 
the middle ages between the king and the barons, there was no 
such strong feeling between the barons and the commons. But. 
even the scholastic writers, amid their calculations of all possible 
combinations of principles in theology and morals, well aware of 
the difference between the • rex politicus' who rules according 
to law and the tyrant who rules without it, and of the cha
racteristics of monarchy, aristocracy and democracy, with their 
respective cOrruptions, contented themselves for the most part 
with balancing the spiritual and secular powers, and never 
broached the idea of a growth into political enfranchisement. 
Yet, in the long run, this has been the ideal towards which 
the healthy development of national life in Europe has con-
stantly tended, on1L§.~ps to~!!cJ:ds it bBYa...ItQLl1.ce.!l.Jaken 
to suit a preconceived theory. The immediate object in each 
case hai"liOOil-£o-arawrorth the energy of ilie united people 
in some great emergency, to suit the . convenience of party 
or the necessities of kings, to induce the newly admitted 
classes to give their money, to produce political contentment, 
or to involve all alike in the consciousness of common respon-
sibility. 

The history of the thirteenth century fully illustrates this. Assemblies 

N 'h """ f' dh' of Estates otWlt standing the Ulllerence 0 Clrcumstances an t e vanety ~m~ned 
of results, it is to this period that we must refer, in each country m \\69 
of Europe, the introduction, or the consolidation, for the first "'
time since feudal principles had forced their way into the 
machinery of government, of natio~al assemblies comp~sed of 
properly arranged and organised Estates. The accepted dates 
in Bome instances fall outside the. century. The first recorded 
appearance of town representatives in the Cortes of Aragon ill 
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placed in II621; the first in Castille in II69 2. The general' 
courts of Frederick II in Sicily were framed in 1232 s: in 
Germany the cities app~r by deputies in the diet of 1255, but 
tuey only begin to form a distinct part under Henry VII and 
Lewis of Bavaria i; in France the States General are called 
toget.her first in 13°2. l Although in each case the special occa
sions differ, the fact, that a similar expedient was tried in all, 
'~BQWS that the class to which recourse was for the first time had 
wa~ in each country rising in the same or in a proportional. 
degree, or that the classes which had hitherto monopolised 
power were in each country feeling the need of a reinforcement. 
The growth of the towns in wealth and strength, and the declin~ 

1 In that year queen Petronilla summoned to the Cortes at Huesca 
~ prelados, ricos hombres, caballeros y procuradores;' and the names of 
the towns which sent procuradores to the Cortes at Saragosaa in II63 are 
known. See Zurita, lib. ii. cc. 20, 24; Schafer, Spanien, iii. 207, 208; 
Hallam, M. A.. ii. 56. The earlier instances, given by Hallam and 
Robertson (Charles V, vol. i. note 31), are scarcely cases of Cortes. 
'. ., Se sabe que habiendo don Alonso VITI tenido cortes generales en 
~urgos en el ~iio de II 69, concurrieron a elias no solamente les condes, 
ricos hombres, prelados y caballeros sino tambien los ciudadanos y todos los 
concejos del reino de Castilla;' quoted by Marina, Teoria de las Cortes,' 
c. 14, vol. i. p. 138, from the Cronica General, pt. iv. cap. viii. fo. 387. In 
i 1 88 the Cortes of Carrion, attesting the treaty of marriage between 
Berenguela and Conrad, contained representatives of the towns; 'estos 
son les nombres de las ciudades y villas cuyos mayores juraron;' ibid. 
P·139· 

• • Mense Septembris imperator a Melfia venit Forgiam et generales per 
totum· regnum litteras dirigit, ut de qualibet civitate vel castro duo de 
melioribus accedant ad ipsum pro utilitate regni et commodo generali ;' 
Ric. de S. Germano, A.D. 1232. Frederick's general courts instituted in 
~ 234 are very like the English county courts; 'Statuit etiam ipse impe
rator apud Messanam, bis in anno in certis regni provinciis generales curias 
celebrandas . • . et ibi erit pro parte imperatoris nuntius specialis • . • 
Hiis curlis, bis in anno, ut dictum est, celebrandis, intererunt quatuor de 
qualibet magna civitate de melioribus terrae, bonae fidei et bonae opinionis, 
et qui non sint de parte; de aliis vero non magnis et de castellis duo in
tererunt curiis ipsis;' ibid. A.D. 1234. 

• In the negotiations for the great confederation of Rhenish cities: see 
Hermann. Altah. A.D. 1355; Pertz, Scr. xvii. 397 i Annales Stadense", 
A.D. 1355; Pertz, Scriptt. xvi. 373; patt, de pace publica, 0.4.20; Zoepfl, 
Deutsche Rechtsgesohichte, vol. .ii. p. 262; and the Essay o~ the subject 
by Arnold Busson, Innsbriick, 1874. In 1277 we find the' communitates 
civitatum et civium' swearing fealty to Rudolf of Hapsburg; Eberhard. 
Altah. lop. Canis. Leott. A.ntt. iv. :iIS; Pert2, Scr. xvii. 593: in 1309 
Henry VII discusses the Italian expedition in a diet at Speyer, 'cum prin
cipibuB electoribuB et aliis prinoipibuB et civitatum nunciis,' Alb. Argentin. 
(ed. Urstisius), p. II6. 
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of properly feudal' ideas in kings, clergy and barons, tended to 
the momentary parallelism. The way in which the crisis WaS'Variety of 

met decided in each country the current of its history J In tooults. 

England the parliamentary system of the middle ages e~rged 
from the policy of Henry II, Simon de Montfort and Edward I; 
in France the States General were 80 managed as to place the 
whole realm under royal absolutism; in Spain the long struggle 
ended in the sixteenth century in making the king despotic, but 
the failure of the constitution arose directly from the fault of its 
original structure. The Sicilian policy of Frederick passed away 
with his house. In Germany the disruption of all central 
government was reflected in the Diet; the national paralysis 
showed itself in a series of abortive attempts, few and far 
between, at united action, and the real life was diverted into 
provincial channels and dynastic designs. • ' 

as ~!:'b~e r~~:~:~n~:d;':::~~; aO!0!:e~::a~i:~:~7:::irD~Jt 
machinery but an assembly of estates 1. The parliament of the !iFent. 
present day, and still m~re clearly ~he parliament of Edward I, 
is a combination of these two theoretically distinct principles. 
The House of Commons now most distinctly represents the 
former idea, which i~ also conspicuous in the constitution of 
Convocation, and in that system of parliamentary representation 
of the clergy which was an integral part of Edward's scheme: 
it is to some extent seen in the present constitution of the 
House of Lords, in the case of the representative peers of Ire-
land and Scotland, who may also appeal for precedent to the 
same reign I. It may be distinguished by the term local repre- ~t:r"
sentation as distinct from class representation; for the two are and claM 

•• • . represent&-
not necessarily unlted, as our own hIstOry as well as that of tion. 

foreign countries abundantly testifies. In some systems the 

1 Vol. i. pp. 45,564-
• Edward'. design ,of having SCotland represented by a Parliament to 

be held in London on the 15th of July 1305 (see_above, p. 165, note), to 
consist of ten persons, two bishops, two abbote, two earls, two barons, and 
two for the commune, one from each side of the Forth, chosen by the 
'Commune' of Scotland at their assembly, may be seen in Pari. Writs, 
i. ISS, 156, 161-163. These representatives were summoned to the p801'o 
liament, but rather as envoys than as proper members. . 
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local interest predominates over the class interest; in one the 
character of delegate eclipses the character of senator;, in an
other all local character may disappear as soon as the threshold 
of the assembly is passed; in one there may be a direct con
nexion between the local representation and the rest of the 
local machinery; in another the central assembly may be con~ 
stituted by means altogether different from those used for 
administrative purposes, and the representative system may be 
used as an expedient to supersede unmanageable local insti
tutions; while, lastly, the members of the representative body 
may in one case draw their powers solely from their delegate 
or pro curatorial character, and in another from that senatorial 
character which belongs to them as members of a council which 
possesses sovereignty or a share of it. The States General of 
the Netherlands under Philip II were a mere congress of am
bassadors from the provincial estates; the States General of 
France under Philip the Fair were a general assembly of clergy, 
barons, and town communities 1, in no way connected with any 
system of provincial estates, which indeed can hardly be said to 
have existed .at the time B.' In Gerniany the representative 

1 • Statim idem dominus rex de baronum ipsorom consilio barones 
ceteroa tunc absentes et nos, videlicet archiepiscopos, episcop09, abbates, 
priores conventuales, deeanos, praepositos, capitula, conven.tus, atque col
legia ecclesiarum tam cathedralium quam zegu1arium ac secularium. 
necnon universitates et communitates villarum regni, ad suam manda
vK praesentiam evocari; ut praelati, barones, decani, praepositi et duo 
de peritioribus uniuscujusque cathedralis vel collegiatae ecclesiae per
sonaliter, ceteri vero per oeconomos syndicos et proouratores idoneos cum 
plenis et sufficientibus mandatis, comparere statuto loco et termino curare· 
mus. Porro nobis cetmisque personis ecclesiasticis supradictis, neenon 
baronibus, oeconomis, syndicis, et proouratoribus communitatum et villa
rum et allis sic vocaus juxta praemissae vocationis formam ad mandatum 
regium hac die Martis 10 ..... praesentis mensis Aprilis, in ecclesia beatae 
Mariae Parisius in praefati regis praesentia constitutis,' &c.-Letter of the 
French Clergy to Boniface VIII; 'Dupuy, Proofs of the Liberties, &c., 
p. 135; Prynne, Records, iii. 953; Savaron, Etats GaneraUI, p.88. 

• The very important illustrations of the existence of assemblies of estates 
in Languedoc given by Palgrav,," Commonwealth, ccccnxv. sq., from 
Vaissette's Preuves de l'Histoire de Languedoc, show that that territory 
possessed these institutions, but at a time when it could scarcely be called 
a part of France. S. Lewis writes to the men of Beaucaire, 'congreget 
senescallus consilium non 8uspectum. in quo sint aliqni de praelatis, baroni
bus, militibus et hominibus bonarum' villarum,' p. ccccx:x:niii. In u71 
there was at Beziera • consilium praelatorum et baronum e~ aliorum 
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elements of the Diet,-the prelates, counts and cities,-hadDilfe~nt. 
1 1 d f 11 ' dis' t fr combmatioDB a oca arrangement an system 0 co ectlve as tmc om in different 

independent voting 1; and in the general cortes of Aragon the u~tu. 
provincial estates of Aragon, Catalonia and Valencia, were 
arranged in three distinct bodies in the same chamber 2. Nor 
are these differences confined to the systems which they spe-
cially characterise. The functions of a local delegate, a class 
representative, and a national counsellor, appear more or less 
conspicuously at the different stages of parliamentary growth, 
and according as the representative' members share more or less 
completely the full powers of the general body. A detailed 
examination of these differences however lies outside our sub-
ject I, and in the constitutional history of foreign nations the 
materials at ~r command "are insufficient to supply a. clear 
answer to many of the questions they suggest. 

185. An assembly of Estates is an organised collection, mader .... mblY 

by representation or otherwise, of the several orders, states or f _too; 

conditions of men, who are recognised. as possessing political . 
power. A national council of clergy and barons is not an 
assembly of estates, because it does not include the body of the 
people, 'the plebs,' the simple freemen or commons, who on all it oho~d 
constitutional theories have a rig~to be consulted 3S to their ::::=nt.. 

•• • \ tion of all 
own taxation, if on nothmg else. So long as the prelates the political 

and barons, the tenants· in-chief 0 the crown, met to grant factors. 

an aid, whilst the towns and shires were consulted by special 

bonorum virornm,' p. ccccxli, and in it the representatives brought pro
curatorial powers &8 in England. These instances are the more interesting 
&8 coming from the land which had been ruled by the elder Simon de 
Montfort. Cf. Boutaric, Premiers Etate Gen. p. 5. 

1 The fully developed diet contained three coIlegea--r. The Electors; 
II. The Princes; comprieing (:r) those voting sigillatim, (a) eccleBiastica.!, 
(/I) temporal; (~) those voting curiatim, (11) ecc1esi&8tical; the Prelates on 
two benches, the Rhine and Swabia; (/I) the Counte, on four benches, 
Swabia, Wetterau, Franconia, and Westphalia; III. The Imperial Cities 
voting curiatim in two benches, the Rhine and Swabia. 

• Schafer, Spanien, iii. a15. > • 

• The changes in the form of the States General of France are especially 
interesting, but are not parallel with anything Ulat went on in England. 
The introduction of representation into the first and second State, ~d the 
election of the representatives of the three orders by the same constltuent 
body, in 1483, a.re in very strong contrast with English inetitutions j see 
Picot, • Les Elections aUX Etate generaux,' Paris, 1874. 
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commissions, there was no meeting of estates: . A county court,' 
on the other hand, although it never bore in England the title' 
of provincial estates, nor possessed the powers held by the pro
vincial estates on the continent, was a really exhaustive assembly 
of this. character. 

Arrangement The arrangement of the political factors in three estates is 
of the .th.. . 
political common, WI 80me nllnor vanatlOns, to all the European con-
factors in t't ti d d d . . I fl' three _too. 8 I U ons, an epen s on a prInClp e 0 a most unIversal 

acceptance. This classification differs from the system of 
caste, and from all divisions based on differences of blood or 
religion, historical ~r prehistorical 1• It is represented by the 

1 • Thret bith thonne cyningea andweorc and his tol mid to ~csianne, 
duet he hlebbe his land full mannod, he ~ceal hlebban gebedmen andf9"d
mffl and weo,'cmen;' Alfred's Boetius (ed. Cardale, p. 90)' • ~elc riht 
cynestol stent on thrim stapelum the fu1liea ariht stlJlnt; an. is orato.·es,. 
and other is lriboratores and thridde is bellatores ;' a writer of the tenth' 
century quoted by Wright, Political Songs, p. 365. • Ther ben in the 
Chirche thre states that God hathe ordeyned, state of prestis and state of 
knyghtis and state of comunys;' Wyclitfe, English Works (ed. Arnold), 
iii. 184, Compue' Piei's the Plowman,' Prol. v. Ir2 sq., ed. Ske .. t, p, 4. 
• Constituitur autem sub te regnum illud in subjectione debita triplicis 

. status principalis: status unus est militantium, alius clericorum, tertius 
burgensium ;' Gerson, • De considerationibus quas debet habere princeps: 
The same writer interprets the three leaves of the fleur de lys (among 
other explanations) as the three estates, • statum dico militantium, statum 
consulentium. statum laborantium;' Gerson, Sermon on S. Lewis, Opp. 
pt. ii. p. 758. The following passage from Nicolas of Clemangis (Del .. psu 
et repa.ratione Justorum, c. 16) forms almost a comment on the constitu
tion of Edward I: • Nulli dubium est omne regnum omnemque politiam 
recte institutam ex tribus hominum consta.re generibus, quos usit .. tiori 
appellatione tree ordines vel status solemus dicere; ex sacerdotali scilicet 
ordine, militari et plebeio ••• Perutile immo necessarium mihi videtur ad 
universalem regni hujus in cunctis suis membris et abusibus reformationem 
concilium universale trium statuum convocari ••• Congruum nempe esse 
videtur ut in ruina vel periculo universali universale etiam quaeratur 
auxilium, et quod omnes tangit 4b omnibus probetur.' The address of the 
Commons to Henry IV, in 1401, rehearses' coment lea estates du roialme 
purroient bien estre resembl.ez a une Trinite, cest assavoir la persone du 
Roy, les Seigneurs Espirituelx et Temporelx et les communes;' but, as 
Hallam rema.rks, the reference here is to the necessa.ry components of the 
pal'liament; see his vel'Y valuable note, Middle Ages, iii. 105, 106, where 
other authorities a.re given. • This land standeth,' says the Chancellor 

. Stillington, in the 7th of Edward IV, • by three states, and above that one 
principal, that is to wit lords spiritual, IOl'ds temporal, and commons, and 
over that state-royal, as our sovereign lord the king;' Rot, Pa.rl, v. 623. 

Thus too it is declared that the treaty of Etaples, in 1493, was to be con
firmed' per trea status regni Angliae rite et debite convocatos, videlicet 
per praelatos et clerum, nobiles, et communitates ejusdem regni;' Rymer, 
xii,508• 
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· philosophic division of guardians, auxiliaries and producers, Arrangement 

of Plato's Republic. It appears, mixed with the idea of caste,:t!:.' 
.in the edllilingi,frilingi, and lazzi of the ancient Saxons. In 
· Christendom it has always taken the form of a distinction 
between clergy and laity, the latter being subdivided according 
to national custom into noble and non-noble, patrician and 
plebeian, warriors and traders, landowners and craftsmen. The 
English form, clergy, lords and commons, has a history of its 
own which is not quite so simple, and which will be noticed 
by and by. The variations in this classification when it is with minor 

1· d l' . Th A· va.rlatiol18. app Ie to po Ihcs are numerous. e ragonese corles con- in Spain. 

tained four brazos, or arms, the clergy, the great barons or ~dS:'';;'~n. 
ricos hombres, the minor barons, knights or infanzones, and 
the towns 1. The Germanic diet comprised three colleges, the 
electors, the princes, and the cities, the two former being 
arranged in distinct benches, lay and clerical i. The Nea-
politan parliament, unless our authorities were misled by sup-
posed analogies with England, counted the prelates as one estate 
with the barons 8, and the minor clergy with the towns. The 
Castilian cortes arranged the clergy, the nC08 hombres, and 
the communidades, in three estates'. The Swedish diet was 
composed of clergy, barons, burghers and peasants 6. The 

I In Aragon proper (I) brazo de ecclesiasticos; (2) brazo de nobles, 
later, ricoe . hombres ; (3) brazo de· caballeros y hijosdalgo. called later 
infanzones; (4) brazo de univeraidades. In Catalonia and Valencia there 
were three, the ecclesiastico, militar, and real, for only royal towns, 

: • p~eblOB de realengo,' were represented; Schafer, iii. 218. 
Above, p. 171, note I. 

I Giannone, History of N aplea, Book 20. chap. 4- sect. I. SO too it is 
said that in Aragon the prelates first appear as a separate brazo in 1301 ; 
having before attended simply as barons, henceforth they represent the 
ecclesiastical estate or interest; Schafer, Spanien, iii. 217. 

• The following are the words of the • Lei fundamental' of the Cortes of 
1328-9: • Porque en los hechos arduos de nueBtros reinOB es necessaria el 
consejo de nuestros subditos y naturales especialmente de los procuradores 
de las nuestras cibdades y villaB y lugares de nuestros reinos, por ende 
ordenamos y mandamos que sobre los tales hechos grandes y arduos so 
hayan de ayuntar cortes y se faga conBejo de los tres estados de nuestros 
reinos, segun 10 hicieron los reyes nuestros progenitores;' Recopilacion, 
L. ii. tit. vii. lib. vi; quoted by Marina, i. 31. 

• Universal History, xii. 213. The estates comprised (i:) ~e nobles, 
represented by one from each family, with whom sat the four chIef ?fficers 

· of each regiment of the army; (2) the clergy, represented by the bIshops, 
superintendents, and one depu.ty from every ten parishes; (3) represent .... 
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In Scotland, Scottish parliament contained three estates, prelates, tenants
and France. 

in-chief great and small, and townsmen, until James I, in 
1428, in imitation of the English system, instituted commis
sioners of shires, to supersede the personal appearance of the 
minor tenants-in-chief; then the three estates became the lords, 
lay and clerical, the commissioners of shires, and the burgesses 1 ; 

these throughout their history continued to sit in one house. 
In France, both in the States General and in the provfucial 
estates, the division is into • gentz de l'eglise,' • nobles,' and 

Stages in 'gentz des bonnes villes~.' In England, after a transitional 
England. 

stage, in which the clergy, the greater and smaller barons, 
and the cities and boroughs, seemed likely to adopt the system 
used in Aragon and Scotland, and another .in which the county 
and borough communities continued to assert an essential dif
ference, the three estates of clergy, lords, and commons, finally 
emerge as the political constituents of the nation, or, in their 
parliamentary form, as the lords spiritual and temporal and the 
commons s. This familiar formula in either shape bears the 

Tho .. tata impress of history. The term 'commons' is not in itself an 
of tho 
CommOD& appropriate expression for the third estate; it does not signify 

primarily the simple freemen, the plebs, but the plebs organised 
and combined in corporate communities, in a particular way 
for particular purposes. The commons are the 'communitates' 
or 'universitates,' the organised bodies of freemen of the shires 

tivea of the towns, four from Stockholm, two or one from smaller towns; 
and (4) 250 peasant representatives, chosen one from each district. 

1 The first occasion on which the boroughs are known to have been 
represented in the Scottish parliament was in the parliament of Cambus
kenneth, July IS, 1326; Acts of Pari. of Scotl. i. lIS. The act for elect
ing commissaries of shires, passed at Perth, Mar. I, 1428, remained a dead 
letter for more than a century. The project was renewed in 1567, but the 
regular attendance dates from 1587. See the very-valuable chapter on 
the Scottish Constitution in the Lords' Report on the Dignity of a Peer, 
i. I I I sq.; and the Preface to the first volume of the Acts of Parliament 
of Scotland. -

I Savaron, Etats Genhaux, p. 74. 
• The writer of the Modu8 ttmelJdi ptJrliaflltmtum divides the English 

parliament into aU grades, (I) the king, (2) the prelates, i.e. archbishops, 
bishops, abbots and priors holding by barony, (3) the proctors of the 
elergy, (4) the earls, barons and other ma.,anates, (5) the knights of the 
shire, (6) the citizens and burghers; but this is not a legal or historical. 
arrangement. See Select Charters, p. 508, -
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and toWDS ; . and the estate· of the commons is the • communitas 
communitatum,' the general body into which for the purposes 
of parliament those communities are combined. The term then, Meaning 

as descriptive of the class of men which is neither noble nor ?h,~D8,' 
clerical, is drawn from the political vocabulary, and does not 
represent any primary distinction of class. The communities 
of shires and boroughs are further the. collective organisations 
which pay their taxes in common through the sheriffs or other 
magistrates, and are represented in common by chosen knights 
or burgesses; they are thus the represented freemen as con-
trasted with the magnates, who live among them but who are 
specially summoned to parliament, and make special terms with 
the Exchequer; . and so far. forth they are the residue of the 
body politic, the common people, so called in a sense altogether 
differing from the former. It is not to be forgotten, however, 
that the word' communitas,' 'communauM,' 'Ia commune,' has 
different meanings, all of which are used at one time or another 
in constitutional phraseology. In the coronation oath 1 'lao 
communauM,' 'vulgus,' or folk, that chooses the laws, can be 
nothing but the community of the nation, the whole three 
estates: in the Provisions of Oxford 'Ie commun. de la terre' Uses of the 

can only be the collective nation as represented by the barons 2, c:::!:om:and 
• h ds th . b d f h t' hi h Commun.tl/. In at er wor e governmg 0 y 0 t e na lOn, w c. was 
not yet represented by chosen deputies; whilst in the Acts of 
Parliament 8, in which 'Ia commune' appea.rs with' Prelatz et 

I 'Lea queux Ia eommunaulte de votre realm aura eBluz,' 'quas vulgus 
elegerit if Statutes of the Realm, i. 168. It is needless to state at length 
that the idea of the lex Hortensia, 'ut eo jure quod plehes atatuisaet omnes 
Quirites tenerentur,' was never accepted in England except in the days of 
the Great Rebellion. 

a 'Cas sunt lea vint at quatre ke aunt mis per Ie commun a treter de 
aide Ie rei i' 'Cea Bunt les duze ke sont es1u per lea baruns a treter a treis 
parlemenz per an oveke Ie cunseil Ie rei pur tut Ie. commun de la tere de 
commun hosoine i' Select Charters, p. 390. In the later passage' Ie com
mon de la tare' seems to mean the nation, in the former the baronage 
which for the moment represented it. 

• The words 'Ie commun' and 'la commune' seem to be used without 
any apparent difference of meaning in the' Revocation of the Ordinances 
(Statutes, i. 189) and elsewhere i and at the period at whic~ the c.o"!,,,ons 
were growing into recoguition as a third estate of parliament, It. IS ex
·tremely difficult to distinguish the passages in which' Ie common' IS used 
discretively for the commons from those in which it is used comprehen-
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,Seigneurs' as a third. constituent of-the legislative,body, it can 
mean only the body of representatives. The inconsistency of 
usage is the same in the case of 1lhe boroughs, where 'com
munitas' means sometimes the whole body of burghers, some
times the governing body or corporation, sometimes the rest 
of the freemen, as in the form" the mayor, aldermen, and com
monalty.' As ordinarily employed then the'title of ' commons ' 
may claim more than one derivation, besides that which history 
supplies ' • 

The commons are the third estate: between the clergy and 
baronage the question of precedency would scarcely arise, but 
it is clear from the arrangement of the estates in the common 
,constitutional formul.ae, both in England and in other countries, 
that a pious courtesy gave the first place to the clergy. For 
the term first or second estate there does not seem to. be any 
'sufficient,early authority~. It is scarcely necessary to add that 
on no medieval theory of government could the king be re
garded as an estate of the realm~ He was supreme in idea if 
not in practice; the head, not a limb; of the body politi~; tve 
impersonation of the majesty of the kingdom, not one of several. 
co-ordinate constituents. 

186. In the earlier chapters of this work'we have, traced 
the history of the national council through the several stages 
of Anglo-Saxon and Norman growth: we have seen in the 

. witenagemot a council composed of the wise men of the n~tion ; 
in the court of the Conqueror and his sons a similar assembly 

sively for the whole body. In the petitions elso the word sometimes 
Seems to mean the whole parliament and sometimes only the third estate. 
But many volumes might be written on this, and indeed e..-ery case in 
which the \vord occurs from the reign of Henry III to that of Edward III 
might be commented on at some len~h. Here I can only refer to the dis
cussions on the word in the Lords Report on the Dignity of a Peer ; 
Brady's Introduction, pp. 71-84. 

1 The fact however of its u~e on the continent for the COmmll1litates or 
universitates of the towns is conclusive as to its historical derivation. 

• • In England where the clergy have been esteemed one estate, the 
peers of the rehlm the second estate, and the commons of the realm, repre
sented in parliament by persol;ls chosen by certain electors, a third estate;' 
Lords' Report. i. uS. So in Scotland the barons were the second estate 
in parliament; ibid, p. 116. 'Les Et .. ts. soit generaux soit particuliers, 
sont composez des deputp-z des trois ordres du royaume. qui sont Ie clergtl, 
11' noblesse et lea deputez des communautez i' Ordonn. des Rois, iii. p. u. 
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with a dilTerent qualification; and in that of Henry II a com
plete feudal council of the king's tenants. The thirteenth 
century turns the feudal council into an assembly of estates, 
and draws the constitution of the third estate from the ancient 
local machinery which it concentrates. But the process of 
change is not quite simple; it is a case of growth quite as 
much alJ of political treatment; and, before examining the 
steps by which the representative system was completed, we 
must ask how the ot~er two estates disentangled themselves 
from one another, and were prepared for the symmetrical 
arrangement in which they appear permanently; what were 
the causes of their mutual repulsion or internal cohesion. 

The first or spiritual estate comprises the whole body of the The .state of 

clergy, whether endowed with land or tithe, whether dignified theelergy. 

or undignified, whether sharing or not sharing the privileges 
of baronage. It possesses in its spiritual character an internal 
principle of cohesion, and the chief historical question is to 
determine the way in which the material ties which united it 
with .the temporal estates were so far loosened as to allow to 

. that principle of cohesion its full liberty. This of course affects 
mainly the prelates or ecclesiastical lords. Although during '!-'he pteIateo 

botb the Anglo-Saxon and the Norman periods the ecclesiastical f~~ax"", 
d ral d d" h d' 18ysteBl; an tempo magnates possesse a Ishnct c aracter an specla 

functions, in the character of counsellors it is difficult to dis
tingnish the action of the two. The ealdorman and sheriff 
would never usurp the function of the bishop, nor would the 
bishop, as 8. spiritual person, lead an army into the field; if 
he did so, or acted as 8. secular judge over his dependents, 
he did it as 8. landlord, not as a bishop. In the shiremoot 
the ealdorman declared the secular law, and the bishop the 
spiritual; but in the witenagemot no such definite line is 
drawn between lay and clerical counsellors. Under the Norman nnderthe 

kings again the supreme council was not divided into bishops =~ 
and barons, although, where ecclesiastical questions were raised, 
the prelates might and would avail themselves of their spiritual 
organisation, which they possessed over and above their baronial 
status, to sit and deliberate apart. Even after the systemo! . 

VOL. II. 
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taxation had been formally arranged, as it was under Henry I 
and Henry II, the bishops and abbots, as alike tenants-in-chier, 

... barons of sat with the barons to grant aids, took part 'sicut barones 
LIle king. ceteri I' in the judicial proceedings of the supreme court, and 

counselled and consented to the king's edicts. They had cer-
tainly added the title of 'barones' to that title of' sapientes,' 
by which they had originally held, and had never ceased· to 

Union of hold, their seats. This latter title during all the later changes 
prelacy a.nd 
barony. is not forfeited.; the guardian of the spiritualities of a vacant 

see, who of course could not pretend to a baronial qualification, 
received the formal summons!; and even now, when they no 
longer .hold baronies, the bishops are summoned to the house 
of lords. The prelates were not the whole clergy; but so long 
as taxation fell solely on the land, the inferior clergy, who 
subsisted on tithes and offerings, scarcely came within view of 
the Exchequer. Thus, although of course the radical distinc
tion between layman and clerk was never obliterated, still in 
all constitutional action the spiritual character was sunk in 
the baronial, and the prelates and barons held their places by 
a common tenure. and as one body. . 

Cau_ of the Ever since the Conquest, however, there had been causes at 
growth of • 
unity in the work which could not but In the end force upon the clergy the 
.. tatoof •• f h' .. lId h cjergy :- reallsation 0 t elr constitutlOna p ace, an on t e prelates a 

dct:!nciliar sense of their real union with the clergy s. Foremost among 
these was the growth of conciliar action in the church under 
Lanfranc and Anselm. The foreign ecclesiastics who sat on 
English thrones were made by the spirit of the time to take 
their place in the growing polity of the Western Church, and, 
whatever may have been the later practice of the Anglo-Saxon 
kings with regard to synods, there is no obscurity about their 
history under the Normans, or as to their distinctly spiritual 
character. In these synods the clergy had a common field into 
which the barons could not enter, and' a principle of union 
second only to that which was inherent in their common 

1 Constitution of Clarendon, Art. II. 
I See Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 5. Abundant proof will be found i~ 

the summonses given in the Lords' Report. 
S Cf. Lords' Report, i. 73. ." 
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spiritual character. In the various synods of the nation, the 
province, and the diocese, the clergy had a complete consti
tution; the assemblies contained not only the prelates but the 
chapters, the archdeacons, and, in the lowest form, the parochial 
clergy also. Here was an organisation in most' respects the 
eounterpart of the national system of court and council. 

A second impulse in the same direction may be found in the (c·,fl.wt
j 

hof anon aw. 
introduction and growth of the canon law, the opening for Canon law 

,which was made by the Conqueror's act forbidding the ecclesi-~~ish
astical judges to hold their pleas, that is to hear ecclesiastical ~~ri: from 

causes, in the popular courts.' The ecclesiastical law, which had estates. 

hitherto been administered either by spiritual men in the popu-
lar courts, or, where it touched spiritual matters, by the bishop 
himself in his diocesan council, now received a recognition as 
tlie system by which all ecclesiastical persons were to be tried 
in courts of their own 1. The clergy were thus removed from 
the view of the common law, and a double system of judicature 
sprang up; bishops, archdeacons, and rural deans had their 
tribunuls as well as their 'councils. Burchard of Worms, Ivo 
of Chartres, and after them Gratian, supplied manuals of the, 
new jurisprudence. The persecution of Anselm, the weakness 
of Stephen, and the Becket controversy, spurred men on in the 
study of it: the legislative abilities of the archbishops were 
tasked to the utmost in following the footsteps of Alexander 
III and Innocent III. . ( 

In the third place, the questions of church liberties and im- ~~~:::f" 
munities, as fought out under Henry I and Henry II, had immnnities. 

brought before all men's eyes the increasing differences of status. 
Appeals to Rome, the action of legates, the increased numbel* 
of questions which arose between the temporal and spiritual 
powers in Christendom generally, were impressing a distinct 
mark on the clergy. J 

But it is in a fourth and further point that this distinctive ~V J."J::1.0n 

character, so far as concerns our subject, chiefly asserts itself. property. 

This i.rt the point of taxation. The taxable property of the 

1 'Non secundum hundret sed secundum canones et .epiBcopales leges 
rectum Deo et episcopo suo faciat;' Will. I, Select Charters, p. 85. 

1Jf2 
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clergy was either in land, which, whether held by the usual 
temporal services or in free alms, shared the liability of the 
rest of the land, under the name of temporalities, or in tithes 
and offerings, technically termed • spiritualia,' spiritualities. So 
long. as the land only was taxed, the bishops might constitu
tionally act with the b~ronage, paying scutages for their military 
fiefs and carucages for their lands held by other tenure. When 
taxation began to affect the spiritual t:evenue, it touched the 
clergy generally in a point in which the laity had nothing. 
in common with them. It provoked a professional jealousy 
which later history abundantly justified. Just as the taxation 
of moveables led to the constitutional action of the commons 1, 

80 the taxation of spirituals developed the constitutional action 
of tbe clergy B. 

The stages of tIle process may be traced thus. Up to the 
reign of Stephen it is scarcely apparent. The king seized the 
castles and estates of the bishops just as he did those of the 
barons. Under Henry II we firs~ find archbishop Theobald 
objecting to the payment of scutage by the bishops 3; and, 
although his objections were overruled by general acquiescence, 
they seem to point to the idea that previously all ecclesiastical 
payments to the crown were regarded as free gifts, and that 
even the lands were held rather on the theory of free alms 
than on that of feudal service. But such an idea must have 
been swept away by Henry II, who called on the bishops as 
well as the barons to give account of the knights' fees held of 
them and to pay accordingly'. In the ordinance of the Saladin 
tithe, the first occasion probably on which revenue and move
ables were regularly taxed, as the books, vestments, and sacred 

1 See vol. i. p. 581 sq. 
, • The French parochial clergy were not Ill1mmoned either in person or 
by proctors to the States General, as not possessing' tempo .... l et justice j , 
Hervieu, Rev. de Legislation, 1873. p. 381. 

a Vol. i. pp. 454, 578. Some tradition of this theory must ha.ve remained 
even under Edward I, who in u7/1 issued letters patent declaring that 
the contribution of the archbishop and bishops to the grant of a fifteenth 
proceeded from the free grace of the bishops, 'et non nomine oquintae 
decimae;' and was not to be construed &8 a precedent j ParI. Writs, 
i. p. 5. Cf. p. 14. 

• Vol. i. p. 472. 
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apparatuB of -the clergy required special exception 1, it can 
acarcely be expected that spiritual revenue, tithes and offerings, 
escaped. But this tax was raised for an ecclesiastical purpose, 
and was imposed by a council far larger than was usually 
consulted. In the case, again, of Richard's ransom, there is 
DO mention of spiritual revenue as excepted; indeed, seeing 
that the sacred vessels of the churches were taken, it may be 
assumed that all branches of su~h revenue were laid under 
contribution: this however, again, was a very exceptional case, 
and one for which the authority of the saints might be pleaded. 
In the carucage of 1198 the freeholds of the parish churches 
are untaxed', and during the rest of Hubert Walter's admin
ist~ation it is not probable that any extraordinary demand was 
made of the clergy, who, under bishops like Hugh of Lincoln, 
were prepared to resist any such aggression. The question Increase of 

however arose in its barest form under John, who in his de- :d~~J':.hn. 
mand of a share of the spiritual revenue showed an idea of 
legal consistency which only the want of -money could have 
suggested to him. He approached the matter gradually. He 
began by applying to the Cistercians in 1202 s, Their wool 
then, as before and after, afforded a tempting bait to his 
avarice, a source of profit easily assessed and easily seized. He 
then demanded a subsidy from the whole clergy of the province 
of Canterbury for the support of his nephew Otto IV, whose 
cause was at the moment a. holy one under the patronage of 
Innocent III·, TlIe petition was renewed in 1204 5, Of the 
result, however, of these demands we have no account, nor does 
the demand itself contain distinct reference to the spiritual 
revenue, or prove more than the wish to obtain a grant from 
the clergy apart from the laity, After the death of Archbishop 
Hubert this obscurity ceases. On th~ 8th of January, 1207, 

1 Select Charters, p. 160. -
t • Libera feoda ecclesiarnm parocbialinm de hoc tallagio excipiebantur,' 

Hovaden, iv. 46; Select Charters, p. 357. 
I Rot. Claus. i. 1.,.; Foed. i. 86. 
• Foed. i. 87; Rot. Pat. i. 18. The letter is directed 'universo clero;' 

of course the vast majority of the clergy could only contribute from move
ables or spiritual revenue. 

~ M. Paris, ed. Luard, ii. 48.,.. 
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the king called together the bishops, and. asked them severally 
.to allow the beneficed clergy to pay him a certain proportion 
of their revenues for the recovery of Normandy 1. Mter an 
adjournment the request was repeated at Oxford on the 9th of 
February, and was unanimously refused; both provinces re .. 
plied that such an exaction was unheard of in all preceding 
ages, and was not to be endured now 2 ; and the king had to 
content himself with a. thirteenth of moveables and such volun~ 
tary gifts as individual clergy might vouchsafe. The same idea. 
;must have occurred about the same time to Innocent III; he 
demanded a pecuniary aid, and an assembly of bishops, arch
deacons and clergy, was convoked on the 26th of May at 
S. Alban's S to grant it, when John, at the instance of the 
barons, interfered to forbid it. The royal attempt in 1201 was 
lost sight of in the general oppressions that followed the inter
dict, and it is probable that until the end of the reign the 
spiritual revenues escaped direct taxation, simply because they 
ceased regularly to accrue. As soon, however, as the pope and 
king were at peace, the long struggle began between the clergy 
and their united taskmasters, both of whom saw the wisdom of 
humouring them in their desire to separate their interests from 
those ofthe laity. In 1219, in accordance with the decree of 
the Lateran council of 1215, a. twentieth of church revenue was 
assigned for three years to the crusade'; in 1224 the prelates 

1 Ann. Waverl. p. 258. . 
• 'AngliC&Dalll ecclesi&m nullo modo sustinere posse quod ab omnibu~ 

saecoIis fuit priu9 inauditum;' Ann. Waverl. p. 258, See above, vol. i. 
p. 579; Select Cha.rtera, p. 273. 

• 'Conquerente universit .. te comitum baronum et militum et &liorum 
fidelium nostrorum audivimu9 quod, non solum in laicorum gravem per
niciem sed eti&m in totius regni nostri intolerabile dispendium, 9uper 
Romscoto praeter consuetudinem 901 vendo et &liis pluribus inconsuetis 
e:r&ctionibu9, auctorit .. te summi pontifiois consilium mire et consilium 
celebrare decrevistis ;' Rot. Pat. i. 72. 

• 'Vicesima ecclesi&rum,' Ann. Theokesb. p. 6... The tax was paid the 
same year &lso in Sicily and France;' I vicesima a personis ecclesi&Sticis, 
a laicis vero decima;' Ric. S. Germ. p. 47. The decree of the Lateran 
counoil was: 'ex communi approbatione statuimus ut omnes omnino cierici, 
tam subditi quam praelati, vigesimam partem ecclesiasticorum proventnum 
usque ad triennium conferant in Bubsidium Terrae S&Octae j' Labbe &n~ 
Cossa.rt, :rio u8. See above, p. 37. 
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granted a carucage separately from the barons!; ini225,when 
the nation generally paid a fifteenth, the clergy contributed an 
additional sum from the property which did not contribute to 
that tax '. In 1226 the beneficed clergy at the pope's request and bpope 

gave the king a sixteenth for his own ,necessities S; in 1229 and king. 

Gregory IX claimed a tenth for himself'. It was from such Custom of 

I· t' ti t f th .. I h h .... mbling app lC8 lons or gran s rom e splntua ty t at' t e custom the clergy 

arose of assembling the clergy.in distinct assemblies for Eecular~':.m~ 
business, which so largely influenced the history of both Parlia-
ment and Convocation. In 1231 the bishops demurred to a. 
scutage which had been imposed without their cOllsent'; in 
1240 they refused to consider a demand of the legate because, 
the lower clergy were not represented G. Successive valuations 
of ecclesiastical property, spiritual as well as temporal, were 
made 7. The discussion of public questions in. ecclesiastical, 

I Above, p. 36. I W. Cov. ii. 256, 257; above, p. 38. 
o Probably this was the same contribution as the last-mentioned, see 

above, p. 39; but it is important as showing the way in which the pre
cedent of UI9 was applied; 'ad petitionem domini papae, ad urgentia
simam necessitatem domini regia • • . spontanea voluntate concessa fuit 
eidem regi Henrico .exta decima pars aestimationis ecclesiarum, secundum 
taxationem qua taxatae erant ecclesiae in diebus illis quando vicesima pars' 
ecclesiarum collata fuit ad instantiam domini papae in subsidium Terrae 
Sanctae ;' Ann. Omey, p. 68. • Archiepiscopi, epiecopi, abbatea, priores 
et domorum religiosarum magistri per Angliam conatituti decimam quintam 
partem omnium mobilium suorum et feodorum suorum, et clerus inferior 
aestimato annuo valore singularum ecclesiarum sextam decimam partem 
inde nobia conceaaerint ;' Royal Letters, i. 299. 'Auxilium de beneficiia 
sllil de qllibul quindenam non recepimlls impendant;' Wilkins, Cone. i. 
620. Probably the grant was made in diocesan synods. 

I See above, p. 43. ' Decimam reddituum et proventuum clericorum et 
virorum religiosarum ;' Ann. Osney, p. 70. 

• M. Paris, ill. 200; above, p. 42. 
• M. Paris, iv. 37; 'omnes tangit hoc negotium, omnes igitur sunt con

veniendi.' Cf. pp. 38-43. 
• From the year J2 5 2 onwards a tenth of ecclesiastical revenue wag 

generally taken by the pope's authority: in 1252, • decimam ecc1esiasti. 
corum proventuum in subsidium Terrae Sanctae,' for three years, Foed. i. 
280; in 1254 for five years, Ann. Omey, p. 113; Royal Letters, ii. 101 ; 

in 1266 for three years, Foed. i, 473; in 1273 for three years; in 1374-
a tenth of spirituala for six years; in 1280 and onwards the grants. of 
spirituals to the king in convocation have been noted above. A taxatIOn 
for the twentieth in 1219 was mentioned in note 4, p. 183. In 1256 
Alexander IV ordered a new taxation of benefices to be made • secundum 
debitam et justam taxationem,' Foed. i. 345; in consequence' of this 
a taxation was made by Walter Suffield, bishop of Norwich, called the 
Norwich Taxation; this lasted until tbl> new taxation o~ 1291, called tha1i 
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assemblies became more frequent as the constitution of those 
Petition.Band assemblies took form and consistency under oppression. In-
sraVaJDlUa. hi' . J! h . numera e petItions Jor t e redress of gnevances illustrate .the 

increased spirit of independence in the clergy, as well as the 
persistency of the king and pope in crushing it ; and, inter
preted by the lite of Grosseteste, show a more distinct compre
hension by the leaders of the church of their peculiar position 
as th~ 'clerus,' the Lord's inheritance. These points will come 

Growth of before us again in reference to the history of Convocation. It· 
the clerical 
estate. is enough to say here that it was by action ou these occasions 

that the clerical estate worked out its distinct organisation as 
an estate of the realm, asserting and possessing deliberative, 
legiElative, and taxing powers, and iu so doing provided some 
not unimportant precedents for parliamentary action under like 
circumstances. 

Growth of 187. It is less easy to determine, either by date .or by political 
the eetate of. . 
baronage. cause, the cIrcumstances that ultimately defined the estate of the 

baronage, drawing the line between lords and commons. The 
result indeed is. clear: the great landowners, tenants-in-chief, 
or titled lords, who appeared in person at the parliament, are 
separated by a broad line from the freeholders, who were repre
sented by the knigl1ts of the shire; and legal authority fixes the 
reigns of Henry III and Edward I as the period of limitation, 
and recognises the change in the character of qualification, from 
barony by tenure to barony by writ, as the immediate and 
formal cause of it. This authority, however, whether based on 
legal theory or on the historical evidence of custom, rather. 
determines the question of personal and family right than the 

of pope Nicolas (see above, pp. 139 sq.), which was in force until the 
Reformation, and comprised both temporals and spirituals. Curiously 
enough during Simon de Montfort's administration the spirituals wert\ 
taxed by the prelates and magnates; 'cum perpraelatos et magnates regni 
nostri provisum Bit et unanimiter concessum quod decimae proventuum 
omnium beneficiorum ecc1esiasticorum in regno nostro conferantur ad com
munem utilitatem ejusdem r~gni et ecc1esiae Anglicanae.' Fo€d. i. 445; 
but perbaps this merely means that the tithe collected under the papal 
authority should be applied to the good of the country instead of the 
Crusade. The assessment of the lands aeq uired after the taxation of pope 
Nicolas was, as we shall see, a subject of difficulty throughout the 
fourteenth century. 
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intrinsic cha.racter of tpe baronage, at all events during its pre
sent stage of developmeI,lt. 

188. An hereditary baronage may be expected to find its Character. 

essential characteristic in distinction of blood, or in the extent =D~~ 
and tenure of its territory, or in the definitions of law and 
custom, or in the. possession of peculiar privilege bestowed by 
the sovereign, or in the coincidence of some or all of theee. 

The great peculiarity of the baronial estate in England as English 

compared with the continent, is the absence of the idea of:!'~.?ted 
caste: the English lords do not answer to the nobles of France, wit.h foreign. 

'or to the princes and counts of Germany, because in our system 
the theory of nobility of blood as conv~ying political privilege 
has no legal recognition. '![:nglish nobility is merely the nobW~li~ 
o! the hereditary counsellors of the crown, the rig!!t,to giv~.;!'= of 

counsel being involved at one time in the tenure of land, at 
ano1lier 1D the fact of summons;-atanother in the terms-' 
a patent; it i~ t e result rather tlJ8n the cause of peera~ 
~'he nobleman is the person who for his life holds the here-
ditary office denoted or implied in his title. The law gives to 
his children' and kinsmen no privilege which it does not give to 
the ordinary freeman, unless we regard certain acts of' courtesy, 
which the law has recognised, as implying privilege. Such 
legal nobility does not of course preclude the existence of real 
nobility, socially privileged and defined by ancient purity of 
descent or even by connexion with the legal nobility of the 
peerage; but the English law does not regard the man of most! 
!lncient and purest descent as entitled thereby to any right or 
privilege which is not shared by every freeman. 

The cause of this difference is a question of no small interest. Nobility of 

Nobility of blood, that is, nobility which was shared by the blood. 

whole kin alike, was a very ancient principle among the Ger-
mans, and was clearly recognised by the Anglo-Saxons in the 
common institution of wergild. The Normans of the Conquest 
formed a new nobility, which can scarcely be suspected of feel-
ing too little jealousy of the privileges of blood; nor has the 
line which socially divided the man of ancient race from the 
j nOVlls homo,' who rises by wealth or favour, ever been entirely 
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obliterated i. The question is not solved by reference 'to the 
custom of inheritance by primogeniture, or to the indivisibility 
of fiefs, so far as it prevailed, because, although these causes 
may have helped to produce the result, they were at work in 
countries where the result was different. It is possible that 
the circumstances of the great houses in the twelfth century, 
when the noble lines were very much attenuated, when many of 
them were rich enough to provide several sons with independent 
fiefs, and those who could not sent their younger sons into holy 
orders, may have affected the constitutional theory. The truth 
lit, however, that English law recognises simply the right of 
peerage, not the privilege of nobility as properly understood; 
it recognises office, dignity, estate, and class, but not caste; 
for the case of villenage, in which the question of caste does 
to some extent arise, is far too obscure to be made to illus
trate that of nobility, and the disabilities of Jews and aliens 
rest on another principle. Social opinion and the rules of 
heraldry, which had perhaps their chief use in determining an 
international standard of blood, alone recognise the distinction. 

189. The nobility of blood then does not furnish the principle 
of cohesion, or separate the 'baronage from the other estates. 
The question whether the distinctions of land tenure created 
such a separation, has its own difficulties. Upon feudal theory 
all the king's tenants-in-chief were members of his court and 
council; and, as their estates were hereditary, their office of 
counsellor was hereditary too; but in practice the title and 
rights of baronage were gradually restricted to the greater 
tenants who received special summons, when the minor tenants 
received a general summons, to the council and the host; and 

1.A -story told by Trokelow about Johanna of Acre, the daughter 01 
Edward I, who married a simple knight, Ralph of Monthel'IXler, of whose 
extraction nothing is known, shows how slight was the influence of blood 
nobility at this time: • Aderat unus e magnatibus terrae qui in auribus 
domini regis patrie sui intonuit, quod -ejus honori adversum foret hujus .. 
w-odi matrimonium, cum nonnulli nobiles, reges, comites et barones earn 
adoptabant toro legitimo. Cui illa respondit "non est ignmniniosum 
neque probrosum magno -comiti et potenti pauperculam mulierem et 
tenuem sibi legitimo matrimonio copulare; sic vice versa nee comitissae 
non est reprehensibile nee diflicile juvenem strenuum promovere;'" p. 27. 
'l'he idea of disparagement in marriage mus' have been on the wane. ' 



xv.] CAaracte1' of Barony~ 

the baronage of the thirteenth century was the body of tenants .. 
in-chief holding a fief or a number of fiefs consolidated into 
a baronial honour or qualification. This qualification was not Barony nM 
created by the possession of a certain extent of territory; for::"~o~Y 
although the law defined the obligations of a barony in propor- tenure; 

tion to those of earldoms and knights' fees, in the ratio of the 
mark to the pound and the shilling I, the mere acquisition of 
thirteen knights' fees and a third I did not make the purchaser 
a baron. Neither was it created by the simple fact of tenancy- nor by 
in-chief, which the barons shared with the knights and free- :,t;::.of 
holders holding of the crown. The peculiar tenure of barony 
is recognised in the Constitutions of Clarendon: the relief due 
for a barony is prescribed by Magna Carta. Whether the 
baronial honour or qualification was created by the terms of 
the original grant of the fief, or by subsequent recognition, it is 
perhaps impossible to determine. As we do not possess any-
thing like an eal'ly enfeoffment of a barony, it is safer to confine 
ourselves to the assertion that, in whatever form the lands were 
acquired or bestowed, the special summons recognised the 
baronial character of the tenure, or in other words, that estate 
was a barony which entitled its owner to such special summons. 

But although the extent and nature of tenure of estate in Tenure of 
land may not explain the origin of the distinction, they do,lff.!trates 
more clearly than the theory of nobility, furnish a clue to the~:" ~ial 
causes of the social distinction of the baronage. The twelfth barony. 
century saw the struggle made by a body of feudatoriesl 
thoroughly imbued. with the principles of feudalism, for the 
possession of political power and jurisdiction. Their attempts 
were defeated by Henry I and Henry II; but the policy of 
those kings did not require the limitation of the other parts 
of the feudal theory; on the contrary, it is to their reigns 
that many of the innovations are ordinarily referred,which, by 
developing the land-laws, gave considerable impulse to the 

. growth of the baronage as a separate class. It was the feudal 
custom or rule that encouraged the introduction of Buccessiol;\ 

I Bracton. lib. ii. c. 36; Magna Carta (Edw. I. A..D. I297), art. 3. 
I Modus tonendi Parliamentum, Select Charters, p •. 50 3. 
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Rul. of by primogeniture, and discoUraged the division and alienation 
primo-
genitu.... of fiefs. In the absence of anything like exact evidence, the 

. general acceptance of these principles is placed at this point; 
The law by which Geoffrey of Brittany introduced the right of 
primogeniture into his estates 1 was the work of his father 
Henry II, who would not have forced on that province a rule 
which he had not incorporated with his own legal practice. 
The whole process of the assize of Mort d'ancestor would seem . 
to prove that in estates held by knight-service this was already 
the rule. In Glanvill's time estates held in socage were equally 
divided among the sons, the ·eldest however receiving the capital 
messuage; the exclusive rights of the eldest-born date from the 

!t":=~.on thirteenth century 1I. During the same period of unrecorded 
change the rule that the tenant must not alienate his land 
without his lord's consent, a rule which had been formally 
promulgated in the empire by Lothar II·, and which was in 
general use on the continent, must have been at least partially 
admitted. The power of alienation, a power which no one 
would value unless he was debarred from it, had under the 
Anglo-Saxon law been restricted by the rights of the family, 
only when such rights were specially mentioned in the title..; 
deeds of the estate; and, when Glanvill wrote, this power was 
subject only to some undefined claims of the heir. First in the 
Great Charter of 12 I 7 it was limited by the provision that the 
tenant must not give or sell to anyone so much of his estate as 
to make it incapable of furnishing the due service to his lord', 
The hold of the lord on the lan~ of his te~ant. which a century 
before had been construed as implying so great rights of juris
diction, was rapidly being limited to rights of service and 

I ·See it in Palgrave, Commonwealth, ii. p. ecccIXXV. 
8 Gl&nvill, vii. e. 3; Digby, Real Property, p. 72. • 
8 HaJl&m, M. A. i. 174, 175. • Per multas enim interpellationes ad nOB 

f&etas eomperimus milites sua beneficia passim distrahere, &e ita omnibus 
exhaustis Buorum Bervitia subterfugere; per quo4 vires imperii maxime at-' 
tenuat&a eognovimus, dum proceres nosm milites suos omnibus beneficiis . 
suis exutos, ad felicissimi nostri numinia expeditionem nullo modo trans· 
ducers vale&mus; •.• decernimus, nemini lieers beneficia quae a suiw 
senioribus habent sine ipsorum permissione distrallere;' A.D. 1136; Lib. 
Feudorum, ii. tit. 52. 1. I. Cf. the law of Frederick in tit. 55. 

• Magna Carta (1317), art. 39. 
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escheat: but tbese rights the tenant-in-chief laboured hard to 
retain I: before t.he end of the century great obstacles had been Growth 0' 
put in the way of any such alienation, and were tasking the ::~ ~::t. 
ingenuity of the lawyers to overcome them. These. were de-
vised no doubt to preserve the equitable rights of the lords 
or the reversionary rights of donors: the latter was the object 
of the statute de ])onia, the former was thought to be secured 

. by the statute Quia emptore8. The principle that a tenant-in
chief of the crown could not alienate without liceuce had been 
long admitted 2 before it was exemplified in the statute de 
Praerogativa" the very title of which seems to show that 
the privileges it contains were not yet shared by the other 
I capitales domini·,' against whom Bracton argues in favour 
of liberty. But although these measures were justified by legal ~.:: •• 
theolY' there are indications that there wa~, in a section at least ~ the 

of the lords, an inclination to grasp at the ultimate possession of onage. 

aU land not in the royal hands, just as a century before they had 
grasped at exclusive jurisdiction. The statute of Merton', which 

. gives to the lord of the manor the right of inclosing all common 
land that is not absolutely required by the freeholders, is an early 
illustration of this. Complaint was made too in the Oxford 
parliament of 1258, that certain great mt'n bought up mort
gages from the Jews and so entered on the lands of the 
mortgagors 5. The charge was perhaps directed against the 

I Bracton. ii. o. 19: I sed posset aliquis dicere quod ex hoc quod dona
torius ulterius dst et transfert rem donatam ad alios, quod hoc facere non 
potest, quia per hoc amittit dominus servitium suum, quod quidem non est 
verum, salva pace et reverentia capitalium dominorum.' 

• In 1225, TholJl&ll of Hoton sold the hailiwick of Plumpton, a serjeanty 
of the king's forest of Inglewood, with two carucates and four bovates of 
land to Alan de Capella, I quam bailliam in manum domini regis cepit 
(Hugo de Nevilla) eo quod idem Thomas eam dicto·Alano vendidit sine 
licentia domini regis;' Rot. Claus. ii. 38. 

• Statutes of the Realm, i. 227. The date of the statute is uncertain; 
it was formerly attributed to 17 Edw. II, but is probably earlier. See on 
it the Lords' Report, i. p. 400; Cutbill, Petition of Right, p. 12. 

• Statutes of the Realm, i. 2. 
S • J udaei aliquando debita sua, et terras eis inva.diatas, tradunt m~gna

tibus et potentioribus regni. qui terras minorum ingrediuntur ea occa~lone, 
et licet ipsi qui debitum debent llarati sint ad solvendum praedl~tum 
debitum cum usuris. praefati magnates negotium prorogant, ut praedictae 
terrae et tenementa aliquo modo sibi remanere posBint i' Select Charters, 
P·385· 



foreign favourites or Henry ill, but it was not met adequately 
by legislation, and possibly it points to an increasing divergency 

.Do\lble effect of interest between the barons and the body of knights. But 
of Edw&rd'. • 
land·lam. the pollcy of Edward I and the craft of the lawyers prevented 

the reduction of the English land system to the feudal model, if 
it ever were contemplated. The hold which the statutes of 
t285 and 1290 gave to the chief lords over their vassals made 
the king supreme over the chief lords. On the whole, however, 
restraints on alienation, whether general or affecting the tenants· 
in-chief only, must have tended to the concentration and settle· 
ment of great estates and so must have increased the distinction 
between greater and smaller landowners. 

The 190. The definitions of the law recognise rather than create 
definitions 
of th~ law 88 the character of barony; but the observance of the rule of pro .. 
touching •• h tf li"h '1 .. h h barony. portlon In t e paymen 0 re el, t e SpeCla proVISlOn t at t e 

baron must be amerced by his equals or before the royal council, 
and the rule that by his equals only he should be tried, must 
have served to mark ont who those equals were, and to give 
additional consistency to a body already limited and beginning. 
to recognise its definite common interest 1. 

Barony Having, however, all these rights, privileges and interests in 
:::'~tk by common, the baronage was ultimately and essentially defined as 
royal action. an estate of the realm by the royal action in summons, writ, 

and patent. It was by special summons' propriis nominibus Z I 

that Henry I, Henry IT s, and the barons of Runnymede, 
sepa.rated the greater from the smaller vassals of the crown; 
and the constitutional change which at last determined the 
character of peerage was the making of the status of the peers 
depend on the hereditary reception of the writ, rather than 
on the tenure which had been the original qualification for 
summons. We may not suspect the great men who secured 
the liberties of England of struggling merely for their own 

I Roger of Muntbegon, as • magnus homo et barn regis,' has the right of 
swearing by his steward in a court of justice, and of not being personally 
de!ained by ~e county court, in IUO t Royal Letters, i. loa, 104. 

. See vol. 1. 567. . 
a • Barcnes secundae diguitatis;' W. Fita-Stephen, S. T.C. i. 235. Hal

lam (Middle Ages, iii. 8) rightly understands this to refer to the knightly 
tenants in chief; Lyttelton and Hume refer it to the meane tenantll. 



xv.] Nature of Peera!le. 

,privilege: their successes certainly did not Tesult in the vin,. 
dication of the rights of blood or of those of tenure. The 
determination of the persons who should be summoned as 
barons rested finally with the crown 1, limited only on one side 
by the rule of hereditary right. 

We have already recognised the distinctive character, trace- ~~::iores 
able as early as the reign of Henry 1, of a, class of vassals who, 
besides receiving special summons to council', had special sum-
mons to the host, led their own dependents in battIe, and made 
seParate composition with the Exchequer for their pecuniary 
obligations. Henry ill and Edward I either continued or 
introduced the custom of summoning by special writ to the 
council a much smaller number of these than were summoned 
by special writ to perform military service. The diminution ~minution 
:wasnO doubt gratefully admitted both by those who were glad :::':::'r 

• • summoned to 
to escape from an Irksome duty, and by those who saw theIr parliament, 

own political strength increased by the disappearance of many 
who might have been their competitors. There can be little~=~~ 
doubt that the idea of a peerage, a small body of counsellors peerage. 

by whom the exercise of the royal functions could be limited 
and directed, a royal court of peers like those of France, was 
familiar to the English politicians of the reign of Henry III ; 
and the influence of such an idea may be traced to the 
oligarchical policy of the barons of 1258 and 1264. But it 
never gained general favour: the saying of Peter des Roches, 
that there were no • pares' in England, ignorant blander as it 
was B, is sufficient to prove this; and the apprehensions felt 
that William of Valence would change the English constitu~ 
tion " as well as the contemptuous way in which the historian!! 
describe the Scottish attempt to create a body of twelve peers 6, 

Bhow that the scheme, however near realisation, was disliked 

1 In France the dukes, counta. barons, hannereta, and 'hautes-justiciers' 
were always snmmoned j the seigneUl'B of secondary rank never. Hervieu. 
Rev. de Legisl. J8n, p. 384. 

• The form • majores barones,' for the lords specially summoned, sub. 
sisted as late as the reign of Edward II; see ParI. Writs, II. i. J8r. . 

a Above, p. 49. • Above, p. 53. 
• • Ad modum Franciae;' Hemingburgh, ii. 78; Rishanger, p. I 5J • 

'More Francorum;' M. Westm.p.,Pli. 
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and ridiculed. The plan of thus limiting the royal "power, so 
frequently brought forward under Henry III, Edward II, and 
his successors, is never once broached in the reign of Edward I. 

::!'!;ddle The hereditary summoning of a large proportion of great 
C01U..... vassals was a middle course between the very limited peerage 

which in France co-existed with an enormous mass of privi
leged nohility, and the unmanageable, ever-varying assembly 
of the whole mass of feudal tenants as prescribed in Magna 
Carta. It is to this body of select hereditary barons, joined 
with the prelates, that the term 'peers of the land' prop:rly 
belongs; an expression whi~h occurs first, it is said, in the act 
by which the Despehsers were exiled 1, but which before the 
middle of the fourteenth century had obtained general recogni
tion as descriptive of members of the house of lords. 

Edward'. It may be doubted whether 'either Edward I or his ministent 
reign a date I d h 't f h .. h' h k of limitation. contemp ate t e perpetUl y 0 t e restrICtIOns w lC mar this' 

important change: and it may be not unreasonably held that 
the practice of the reign owes its legal importance to the fact 
that it was used by the later lawyers as a period of limitation, 

In tho and not to any conscious finality in Edward's policy. It is' 
p~(:r convenient to adopt the year 1295 as the 'era from which the 
r~ny 
impli.. baron, whose ancestor has been once summoned and has once 
tenure and 
oummOD& 'sat in parliament, can claim an hereditary right to be so sum-

moned I. It is unnecessary here to anticipate the further ques-. 
tions of the degrees, the privileges, and the rights of peerage. 
For the p~riod before us membersllip of the parliamentary 
baronage implies both tenure and summons. The poliUcal 
status of the body so consUtuted is thus defined by their 
successors: 'the hereditary peers of the realm claim, (i.) in 

1 Statutes of the Realm, i. 181, 184;" Lords' Report, i. 281. The word 
is used so clumsily as to show that it was in this sense a novelty; first 'lui 
mustrent prelatz, countes, barounes, et les autres piers de la terre, et com
m\1ne du roiaulme;' then' nous piers de la terre, countes et barouns.' 

• Courthope, Rist. Peerage, p. xli; but cf. Hallam, M. A. iii. 124, 125. 
The question of life peerage need not be considered at the pre.ent stage. 
The importance of 1264 and 1295 arises from the fact that th~re are no 
'earlier or intermediate writs of summons to a completely constItuted par
liament extant; if, as is by no means impossible, earlier writs addressed 
to the ancestors of existing families should be discovered, it might become 
a critical q\1estion how far the rule could be regarded as binding. 
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conjunction with the lords spiritual, certain powers as the king's Definition of 

permanent council when not assembled in parliament, (ii.) other peerage. 

powers as lords of parliament when assembled in parliament 
and acting in a judicial capacity, and (iii.) certain other powers 
when assembled in parliament together with· the commons of 
the realm appearing by their representatives in parliament, 
the whole now forming under the king the legislature of the 
country 1: The estate of the peerage is identical with the house 
of lords. 

191. Had it depended npon the barons to draw the line~lin. 
between themselves and the smaller landowners, the latter be;:'n tho 

. h .' barons and Dllg t 1D the end have been swamped altogether, or have had amaller land_ 

to win political power by a separate struggle. The distinction ownora. 

was drawn, on the one hand by the royai power of summons, 
and on the other by the institution and general acceptance of 
the principle of shire-representation. 'For several reasons the 
miuor freeholders might have been expected to throw in their 
lot with the barons, with whom they shared the character of 
landowners and the common bonds of chivalry and consan~ 
gninity. For a long time they voted their taxes in the same. 
proportion with them, and it was not by any means clear, at 
the end_of the reign of Edward I, that they might not furnish 
a fourth estate of Parliament. And ultimately perhaps it was EfI'ect of 

rather the force of the repres.entative system than any strong ~.::""'nta. 
fellow-feeling with the town populations that made them merge 
their separate character in the estate of the commons. We 
have then to account first for their separation trom the baron-
age, and secondly for their incorporation in the third estate: 
their separation from the baronage was caused not only by the 
circumstances which drew the baronage away from them, but 
by other circumstances which gave them a separate interest 
apart from the baronage i and their union with the town 
populations was the result of mutual approximation, and not 
of simple attraction of the smaller to the greater, the weaker 
to the stronger body. 

192. That portion of the third estate which Was represented 

1 Lords' Report, L 151; cr. p. 1+ 

VOL.n. o 
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rhe free· by the knights of the shire contained not only the residue of 
holden; 

the tenants-in-chief but all the freeholders of the county. The 
'chosen knights represented the constituency that met in the 
county courts. This point admits of much illustration 1, but 
it is enough now to remark that practically the selection of 
·representativeswould depend on the more important land
owners whether they held in chief of the crown or of mesne 

:b::,!::"..:!yin lords. Formally their bond of union was the common member
courta. ship of the particular shire-moot; but as a political estate they 

had class interests and affinities II, and the growth of these in 
contrast with the interests of the baronial class right form for 
the investigator of social history an interesting if somewhat 
perplexing subject. Almost all presumptions based on the 
,principles of nobility and property are common to both bodies; 
and their political sympathies might be expected to correspond. 

~~.:m 'Yet from the day when the Conqueror exacted the oath of 
great fealty from all the landowners, 'whosesoever men they were,' 
feudatori .... 

the kings Beem to have depended on the provincial knights 
and freeholders for aid against the great feudatories. The 
social tyranny of the great barons would fall first on their 
own vassals; the knights who held single fees ,in chief of the 
crown would stand in a position to be coveted by their vassal 
neighbours, and the two classes would be drawn together by 

Growth of common dangers. These political sympathies would be turned 
political 
sympathy.. into a sense of real unity by the measures taken by the kings, 

In_of 
corporate 
feeling 
between 
minor 
tenanm in 
ohief and 
meane f.re&oo 
hold .... 

and especially by Edward I, to eliminate the political import
'ance of mesne tenure. The obligation to receive knighthood, 
imposed not only on the tenants-in-chief, not only on all tenants 
by knight-service, but on all who possessed land enough to 
furnish knightly equipment·, whether that obligation were 
enforced~r redeemed by fine, consolidated a knightly body 
irrespective of tenure. The common service in war, which 
likewise Edward demanded ·of ali freeholders, was another 
example of the same principle; and, although foreign service 
of the sort was strange to the institutions of England, the very 

I See below, § 303. 
• See Gneist, Verwaltungsrecht, i. 3u. • See below, § 339-



xv.] ~ TM Communitie, of eM Shim. 

attempt to compel it helped to draw· men together. The 
abolition of BUbinfeudation in 12901 must have increased the 
number of minor tenantB-in-chief whenever the great estates 
were broken up; and must have wminished the difference, 
if indeed any such difference still subsisted, between the two 
classes. 

Drawn together by common dangers, and assimilated to one 
another by royal policy, both classes of freeholders had, in the 
work of the county court, an employment which the techniml 
diJl'erences of their tenure did not disturb. Without any regard Tho county 

to tenure, • discreet and legal' members of these classes acted ::!:n 
together in the management of the judicial and financial busi- field of work. 

ness, the military work and the police of the shire. The body 
which, under the name of the • communitas bacheleriae An-
gliae I,' urged on Edward in 1259 the necessity of reforming 
the laws, was not, however new in its designation, a newly-
formed association; it was a consolidated body of men trained 
by a century and • half of common interests and common 
work. The summons to elect two men to parliament, to grant eo_on of 

an aid or to accept a law, was not the first occasion on which :,;'U.:. ... in 

the forma of election or the principle of representation came ::::;nnty 

before them. It is quite probable that the idea of a possible 
antagonism, or a possible equilibrium, between the county 
court and the baronage, may have· suggested to Henry III, as 
it did to Simon de Montfort, the summoning of such "repre
sentatives to council The machinery of the county ,gave body 
and form; the common political interest, sympathy and anti-
pathy, gave spirit, to the newly-formed 'communitas terrae.' 

1 'In the reign of Edward. provisions were made with respect to tenU1'e8, 
which had the effect of greatly increasing the number of Freeholders, and 
particularly the statute, .. quia emptores terrarum," which prevented all 
future lubinfeudation, making every alienee tenant to the immediate 
superior of the alienor, which tended gradually to increase very consider
ably the number of the tenants in chief of the crown, 88 the necessities of 
the greater tenants in chief and even the necessity of providing for the 
Y01l1lger branches of their families, which was generally done by grants of 
land, oompelled them to alienate parcels of land holden by them ~e
diately of the crown;' Lords' Report. i. J 29. See also Hallam, Middle 
~es, iii 16. 

A.bove, p. 8a. 
02 
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When once made a part of the national council, the knights 
cf the shire would have in their character of delegates or 
proctors another cause of separation from the barons, which 
would further react on their constituencies. Men who knew 
themselves to be delegates, called together primarily to give 
on behalf of their counties an assent to action already pre
scribed for them by the magnates, not only would be made 
to feel themselves a separate class from the magnates, but 
would be inclined to assume an attitude of oppo~ition. As 
delegates too, local influences would affect them in a way 
which must have increased the divergency between them and 
the barons, who were less identified with local interests and 
more imbued.with the interest of class. The constant changes 
in the representative members, none of whom would feel that 
he had a certain tenure of power, would incline the whole body 
to seek their strength in harmonious action and mutual con-
:fidence, not to indulge the personal ambition of particular 
leaders. And this delegate character, shared with the town 
representatives, drew the knights to them, and away from the 
barons. But too much importance must not be attached to 
these influences: we shall see in the history of the fourteenth 
century that local and personal interests were strong in all the 
three estates, and that there was far more to draw them to
gether, or to divide them, so to speak, vertically, than to sepa
rate them according to class interests. 

These points, it is true, illustrate the position of the knights 
of the shire rather than those of their constituents, but it is to 
be remembered that it is in the character of 'communitates,' 
represented by these elected knights, that the landowners of 
the shires hecome an estate of the realm. 

Approxim.... 193. The causes that drew together the knights of the shire 
tion of ohire 
and t..W1! . and the burghers in parliament may be similarly stated. The 
commumtiea. attraction which was not created .. by ·like habits of life and 

. thought was supplied by their joint procuratorial character, 
their common action in the county c;ourt, and the common 
need of social independence in relation to the lords. As time 
went on, and the two branches of the landed intere.st became 
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in social matters more entirely separated, no· doubt the towns
men were drawn nearer to their country neighbours. The 
younger Bons of the country knight sought wife, occupation, 
and estate, in the towns. The leading men in the towns, such Country and 

a8 the De la. Poles, formed an urban aristocracy, that had not !'ffin'lties. 
to wa.it more than one generation for ample recognition. The 
practice of knighthood, the custom of bea.ring coat-a.rmour a.s 
a sign of original or achieved gentility, as well as real relation-
ship and affinity, united the superior classes; the small free-
holder and the small tradesman met on analogous terms, and 
the uniform tendency of local and political sympa.thy more 
than counteracted the disruptive tendency of class jealousies. 
Such agencies must be regarded as la.rgely affecting the growth 
of the third estate into a consciousness of its corporate identity. 
Probably the proof of their effects will be found more plenti-
fully in the fourteenth century than in the thirteenth. The 
policy however of raising the tra.ding classes, which is ascribe4 
to Edwa.rd III, may be tra.ced in the action of his grandfa.ther, 
and is fa.r more in harmony with his statesmanship than with 
that of the founder of the order of the Ga.rter. But notwith
standing the operation of these ca.uses, both under Edward I 
and during the three succeeding reigns, the glare of a. fa.c-
titious chiva.lry must, in England as a.broad, ha.ve rendered the 
rela.tions of town and country gentry somewhat uneasy. 

The third estate in England differs from the same estate in Pecnliarity 

the continenta.l constitutions, by including the landowners E''::' ~hird 
below baronial ra.nk. In most of those systems it conta.ins England. 

the representatives of the towns or cha.rtered communities 1 

only. And it wa.s this tha.t constituted the original strength. 
of our represe~tative system: a.s a concentra.tion of the powers 
of the county courts, tha.t system contained a pha.lanx of com-
moner members, seventy-fow:. knights of the shires !I, who not 

• The Spanish' pob1aciones,' although they contained landowners, were 
in reality chartered communities, not differing in origin from ~e town 
municipalities. 

• This is a point to be kept carefully in mind when comparis?ns are 
drawn between the history of the third estate in Spain a~d that In Eng
land. The shires furnished the only absolutely indestrucl.lble part of the 
parliament. 
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The Ih~ only helped to link the baronage with the burghers, but formed 
.yatem 18 the • . • 
strength of a compact body which neither the crown nor the shenft' could 
the Third d"Dish th uld d' . . h h b f Estate. lIDl, as ey co lmIDlS t e num er 0 barons sum-

moned, or of the representatives of the towns. These knights 
too were men likely and able to show themselves independent ~ 
certainly they could not be treated in the way in which 
Charles V and Philip II extinguished the action of the Spanish 
cortes or quelled the spirit of the Netherlands. Their rights 
were rooted not in royal privilege, which he who gave could 
take away, but in the most pnmitive institutions and in those 
local associations which are to all intents and purposes indelible. 

Su_tate of 194. In the uncertainty which for some half century attended 
thelawyem. 

the ultimate form in which the estates would rank themselves, 
two other classes or subdivisions of estates might have seemed 
likely to take a more consolidated form and to. bid for more 
direct power than they finally achieved. The lawyers l and 
the merchants occasionally seem as likely to form an estate 
of the realm as the clergy or the knights. Under a king with 
the strong legal instincts of Edward I, surrounded by a council 
of lawyers, the patron of great jurists and the near kinsman 
of three great legislators, the practice and study of law bid 

Foreign fair for a great constitutional position. Edward would not, 
_of 
Iawyem. like his uncle Frederick II, have closed the high offices of the 

law to all but the legal families·, and so turned the class, as 
Frederick did the knightly class, into a caste; or, like his 
brother-in-law Alfonso the Wise, have attempted to supersede 
the national law by the civil law of Rome; or, like Philip the 

1 'Qu'est il plus farouche que de veoir une nation ou, pa.r legitime 
coustume, 1110 charge de juger se vende, et lee jugementt soyent payez a 
pure deniers comptants, et ou legitimement la justice soit refusee a qni n'a 
de quoy la payer j et ayt cette marohandise Hi grand credit, qu il se face 
en une police un quatriesme eeta.t de gents maniants les procee, pour Ie 
joindre aux trois anciens, de l'egUse, de la noblesse, et du peuple j' Mon· . 
taigne, Essais, liv. i. o. 22. See p. 200, note I below. 

• See the Constitution of Roger, confirmed by Frederick II j Const. Reg. 
Sio. iii. 39. I j cf. Giannone, Hist. Naples, i. 535. Gervase of Tilbury, Otia 
Imperialia, Leibnitz, Scr. Rer. Brunsv. i. 943, spea.king of the emperor 
Henry VI, says, • Hie legem instituit apud Teutones, ut militia.e more 
Gallof"U'" et .4nglOf"Um, succeBBionis jure devolverentur ad proximiorea 
cognationis gradus, cum antea magis penderent ex principis gratia.' He 
seems however by , militiae' to mean knightly fiefs. 
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Fair, have suffered the legal members of his council to form 
themselves into a close corporation almost independent of the 
rest of the body politic; but where the contemporary .influences 
were 80 strong we can hardly look to the k.ingalone as supply-
ing the counteracting weight. It is perhaps rather to be Pecnliar 

ascribed to the fact that the majority of the lawyers were still ~~Of 
. fi' I k 1 that th Ch hi h . . f ..... onoflaw m pro eSSlon c er B ; e ancery. w c was InCreaslDgin EDgIand. 

in strength and wholesome influence, was administered almost 
entirely by churchmen, and that the English universities did 
not fu~ for the common law of England any such great 
IChool of instruction as Paris and Bologna provided for the 
canonist or the civilian. Had the scientific lawyers ever ob-
tained full sway in English courts, notwithstanding the strong 
antipathy felt for the Roman law, the Roman law must ulti-
mately have prevailed, and if it had prevailed it might have 
changed the course of English history. To substitute the 
theoretical perfection of a system, which was regarded as less 
than inspired only because it was not of universal applicability, 
for one, the very faults of which produced elasticity and stimu-
lated progress and reform whilst it tra.ined the reformers for 
legislation, would have been to place the development of the 
constitution under the heel of the king, whose power the 
scientific lawyer never would curtail but when it comes into. 
collision with his own rules and precedents 2. The action of 
the Privy Council, which to some extent played the part of 

I On the growth of the professional lawyer clas", see Foss's Judges of 
England, ii. 300; iii. 46 sq., 370-390; iv. 195 sq., 251 sq.; and Gneist, 
Verwaltungsrecht, i. 341, 350. The frequent legislation of the ecclesi
astical councils and the remonstrances of the better prelates of the thir
teenth century withdrew the clergy in some measure from legal practice. 
Edward I in 1393 ordered the judges to provide and ordain seven score 
attorneys and apprentices to practise in the courts; a certain number to be 
MOlen from the best in each county, and all others excluded; Rot. Parl 
i. 8+ Fleta mentions several degrees of practising lawyers, servientes, 
narratore", attornati, and apprentitii. 

• It is a curious point, which should have been noted in the last ~hapter, 
that Bracton, although himself clearly a constitutional thinker, gtve~ t~e 
preference in almost all cases to the decisions of Stephen Segrave. the Justi
ciar of Henry III. who supplanted Hubert de Burgh, and was practic~y 
a tool of the foreign party. It is clear that Segrave, although a bad DUn. 
ister, waa a first-rate lawyer. 
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An Estate of a private parliament, was always repulsive to the English 
!::~~I:o:" mind; had it been a mere council of lawyers the result might 
Eng d. have been still more calamitous than it was. The summons of 

the j~stices and other legal counsellors to parliament I, by a 
writ scarcely distinguishable from that of the barons themselves, 
shows how nearly this result was reached. 

Sub_te 195. The merchant class, again, possessed in the peculiar 
of the 
lIerchanta. nature of their taxable property, and in the cosmopolitan cha-

racter of their profession, grounds on which, like the clergy, 
they might have founded a claim for class representation. 
What the tithe was to the one class, the wool and leather 
were to the other; both had strong foreign connexions, and 
the Gilbertine and Cistercian orders, whose chief wealth was 
in wool, formed a real link. between the two. Nor was the 
wool less coveted than the tithe by kings like Richard and 

,John; the mercantile influence of Flanders aml Lombardy 
might be paralleled with the ecclesiastical influence of Rome. 

Theirt&xableIt was perhaps the seizure of the wool of the Cistercians for 
value. • , • 

Richard s ransom that led John to bestow speCIal favours on 
that order, and then to make the special applicatiolls for help 
in return for those special favours, applications which could 
,scarcely be refused when the taxable fund lay so completely 
at the king's mercy. So long as the contribution to royal 
wants was made to bear the ,character of a free gift severally 
asked for and severally bestowed, the merchants shared with 
the clergy the privilege of being specially consulted. In IllS 

the merchants whose wool was arrested at Bristol granted to 
Henry ill six marks on the sack I, making perhaps a virtue 

1 , During the sitting of parliament th.e council • • • sat as a house, 
branch, OJ' estate of Parliament;' Palgrave, King's Council, p. 31. This 
8eemB to be a mere rhetorical eu.ggeration. Yet in 1381 the commona 
petitioned that ' les pre1atz par eUI meamea,les grantz Beigneurs tempore1a 
par eux mesmes. lea chivalers par eux, lea justices par eux, et touz autrea 
estatz singulerement,' might debate severally; Rot. ParI. iii. 100, In 
France in the reign of Henry il (1557.1558) the • Parliaments • seem to 
have Bat by their deputiea as a separate estate of the states general. And 
in the Rolls of Parliament the judgea are sometimea 1008e1y mentioned as 
one of several' Btatus' in the general body. The dislike of having prao
tising lawyers in parliament appears aa early aa the reign of Edward ilL 

I Rot. Claua. i. 35 I, 353. ' 
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of necessity, and preferring the form of a grA.nt to that of a 
fine. Edward I very early in his reign obtained, from the lords Uoe made by 

and ' communitates' of the kingdom, a grant on the sack at ::m"'!.! of 

the instance and request of the merchants 1; possibly the par- .... mblieo; 

liament recognised the impost which the merchants by petition 
or otherwise had declared themselves willing to grant, in order 
to escape arbitrary seizures or 'pmes.' This was in 12 7 5 ; 
in 1294 when the king seized the wool, and took the consent 
of the merchants afterwards to an increased custom during the 
war, the consent was probably extorted from an assembly of 
merchants or by distinct commissions '. A similar exaction in for taxing 

• ~ewoolmd 
1297 was one of the causes of the tumultuous action of eal'ls other mer-

Bohun and Bigod, and the right of taking the maletote without ch&ndiae. 

the common consent and goodwill of the· community of the 
realm was expressly renounced when the charters were con-
firmed. Still no legal enactment could hinder the merchants 
from giving Or the king from asking. In 1303 Edward sum- Merchant 

d Y k .... mbJi ... mone an assembly of merchants to the Exchequer at or ; 
ordering two or three burghers from each of forty-two towns 
to meet them and consider the matter of a grant. The foreign 
merchants had agreed to increase the custom, but the repre
sentatives of towns and cities refused 8. In this assembly, 

1 • Cum archiepiscopi, episcopi, et alii praelati regni Angliae, ac comites, 
barones. et nos et communitates ejusdem regni ad instantiam et rogatnm 
mercatorum ••• eoncesserimus j' ParI. Writs, i. p. 2; .Select Charters, 
p. 451 ; below, § 323. 

• Above, p. 131. 
I See above, p. 164. Select Charters, p. 500; Parl Writs, i. 134, 135. 

In this case the king, who on the IBt of Febrnary had granted a charter 
to a large body of foreign merchants, in return for the' Nova Custuma' 
(above, p. 164), on the 16th of April omered the Mayor and Sheriffs of 
London to Bend to York two or three merchants from each of the Italian 
trading companies on the 5th of May. Having secured their assent, he 
issued on the 8th of May writs to the Sheriffs of the several counties to 
cause two or three citizens and burghers from each city and borough to 
meet at York on June 25; on that day the meeting was held and the 
answer given: 'Dixerunt unanimi consensu et voluntate tam pro se ipsiB 
quam pro communitatibuB civitatnm et burgorum ••• quod ad inCl!men
tum maltolliae nee ad oustumas, in praedicto brevi contentas, per ali~IDgen.a~ 
et erlraneos mercatores domino regi conceSBa8, nullo modo consentlent, IDSI 
ad custumas antiquituB debitae et consuetas.' The king appo~ted coilec-. 
tors for the new customs granted by the foreign merchants, April 1St, 130 4; 
Parl Writs, i. 406. 
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which was not· a parliament, it is clear that the elected 
burghers acted as representatives of the mercantile interest. 
rather than of the third estate; and their prompt action no 
doubt checked in time Edward's Bcheme of providing himself 
with additional revenue from denizens, although he succeeded 
in obtaining a new custom from the. foreigners. The gatherings 
of merchants by Edward III, which are sometimes regarded as 
a marked feature of his policy, are in analogy as well as in 
contrast with this, and may have been suggested by it. But 
although in that king's reign the wool was made a Bort of 
circulating medium in which supplies were granted, and the 
merchants were conStantly summoned in large numbers to 
attend in council and parliament, they wisely chose to throw in 
their lot with the commons, and sought in union with them an 
escape from the oppressions to which their stock and staple 
made them especially liable. 

196. The three estates of the realm were thus divided, but 
not without subordinate distinctions, cross divisions, and a 
large residue that lay outside the political body. In the estate 
of baronage were included most of the prelates, who also had 
their place in the estate of clergy. The earls more than once 
tOok up a position which showed that they would willingly 
have claimed a higher political rank than their brother barons : 
for example, in 1242, the committee of parliament was chosen 
so as to include four bishops, four earls, and four barons. 
Many of the lines of distinction which separated the baron from 
the knight, such as relief and other matters of taxation, might 
have been made to separate the earls from the barons; but 
these points become more prQIDinent as the ranks of the lords 
are marked out by new titles, duke, marquess, viscount. The 
townsmen, again, who were not included in the local organ
isations, and the classes of peasants wh() neither appeared nor 
were represented in the county rourts, formed an outlying 
division of the estate of the commons. The classification is not 
either an exact or an exhaustive division of all sorts and con
ditions of men; such as it is, however, it presents a rough 
summary of the political constituents of the kingd~, and it 
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was the arrangement on which the theory of the medieval con
stitution was based. We have now to trace the process by 
which the English parliament grew into a symmetrical concen
tration of the three estates, and to examine the formal steps by 
which the several powers of the national council were asserted 
and vindicated, and by which the distinct share of each estate 
in those several powers was defined and secured, during the 
period at present before us. 

197. The national council, as we have traced it through the Comparison 
reigns of Henry II, Richard I, and John, was an assembly of~:.li'ia~nof 
archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, knights, and ::::cilti:~ 
freeholders, holding in chief of the croWD. Of the knights and :: =-~ 
freeholders few could attend the meetings, and they were al- cont1ll'1 

ready separated from the more dignified members by the fact 
that the latter were summoned by special writ, the former only 
by a general summons addressed to the sheriffs. In one or two 
instances before the end of the reign of John the summons to 
the sheriff had prescribed a form of representation, by which 
the attendance of ele!lted .knights from each shire was substi-
tnted for a general summons of the minor tenants-in-chief, 
which might or might not be obeyed. 

The national council as it existed at the end of the reign :~:D at 

of Edward I was a parliamentary assembly consisting Ofth.cl~of the trur_. 
three bodies, the clergy represented by the bishops, deans, toonth. 

archdeacons, and proctors; the baronage spiritual and tem
poral j the commons of the realm represented by the knights 
of the shire and the elected citizens aud burgesses, and in 
addition to all these, as attendant on the king and sum
moned to give counsel, the justices and other members of the 
continual council. 

198. The relations of the clergy to the body politic wereThevariono 
re1ationsof 

threefold, and the result of these relations was a threefold or- the clergy to 
the state 

ganisation for council. The higher clergy, holding their lands involve a 

I k· . b t . ,threefold as baronies, attended t Ie lng's court 'Slcut arones ce en; organioation. 

the general body of the clergy, as a spiritual organisation, 
exercised the right of meeting in diocesan, provincial, and 
national councils, the monastic orders having likewise their 



Analogi .. 
with the 
secular 
..... mbli ... 

204 Constitutional Histo'f!J. [CHAP. 

provincial and general chapters or councils 1; and. the whole 
body of beneficed clergy, as an estate of the realm possessing 
taxable property imd class interests, was organised by Edward I 
as a portion of his parliament, by the clause of premunition 
inserted in the writ of summons addressed to the bishops. 
This clause, • the praemunientes clause I,' directs the attendance 
of proctors for the chapters and parochial clergy with the 
bishops, heads of cathedral chapters and archdeacons personally, 
in parliament. 

It is in the second and third relations that the organisation 
of the clergy chiefly illustrates our subject. And in each aspect 
analogies may be traced which illustrate the development of the 
lay estates. The diocesan synod answers to the county court, 
the provincial convocation to the occasional divided parliaments, 
and the national church council to the general parliament. 
The practice of representation appears nearly at the same tinle 
in the church councils and in the parliaments: the same questions 
may be raised as to the character of the representative members 
of each, whethllr they were delegates or independent counsel
lors; the transition from particular consent to general consent 
in matters of taxation is marked in both cases; and in both 
cases the varying share of legislative and consultative authority 
may be traced according to circumstances, later history furnish
ing abundant illustration of the process which led to such 

Persistenoe different results. If the clergy had been content to vote their 
of the clergy • lia . d f . th . h h 
in gran~ taxes m par ment instea 0 convocatlOn, ey IIllg t ave 
=~on. been inv9lved in a perpetual struggle for equality with the 

commons, which would have left both at the mercy of the crown 

I In 1283 Edward commissioned John Kirkby to negotiate with these 
bodies severally; distinct writs being issued to the Cistercians, who were 
to meet at Oxford, the Austin Canons at Northampton, the Benedictines 
at Reading, the Premonstratensians, all abbots and other religious men in 
the province of Canterbury; ParL Writs, i .. 385. . 

• • Praemumentes decanum (vel priorem) et capitulum ecclesiaevestrae, 
archidiaconos, totumque clerum vestrae diocesiB, facientes quod iidem 
decanus et archidiaconi in propriis personiB snis, et dictum capitulum per 
unum, idemque clems per duos procuratores idoneos, plenam et suffici
entem potestatem ab ipsis capitulo et clero habentes, una vobiBcum inter
sint, modis omnibus tunc ibidem ad tractandum, ordinandum et faciendum 
nobiscum et cum ceteris prae1atis et proceribus et allis incoliB regni nOBtri;' 
Par~ Writs, i. 30. 
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and baronage. By taking their stand on their spiritual vantage
ground they lost much of their direct influence in the parlia
ment itse~ but, so long as their chiefs sat with the baronage 
and enjoyed a monopoly of the highest offices of state, they 
retained more than an equitable share of political power. On 
the other hand, their resolution, to grant money in convocation 
only, secured for them a certain right of meeting whenever 
parliament was called for the same purpose, and that right of 
meeting involved the right of petitioning and, within certain 
limits, of legislating for themselves. 

199. At an earlier period of our inquiries we have seen the~~ 
clergy united in their special assemblies and in the national :'=tiODS, 
council. The developments of the thirteenth century may be :d~:.u. 
briefly stated. The purely ecclesiasticalconvocationB gain strength 
and consistency under the pressure of royal and papal aggr~s-
sion, especially after the introduction of the taxation of spiritu-
alities. The diocesan .synods, being an exhaustive assembly of Diocesan 

the clergy, admitted of little modification. Like the cathedral :=ted on 

chapters they were separately consulted on taxation, so long as taxation. 

separate consent was required: in 1254 the bishops were di-
rected to summon their chapters, archdeacons, and clergy to 
consider a grant, and to report to the council at Easter; as late 
as the year 1280 the diocesan synods of the province of York 
gave their several consent to the grant of a tenth 1. In them 
the representatives sent to the greater assemblies' were chosen, 
and the gravamina drawn up. In some cases even subdiVisions 
of the dioceses acted independently of one another; in 1240 
the rectors of Berkshire refused" to contribute to the expenses 
of the papal war against the emperor I; and in 1280 each 
archdeaconry of the diocese of York was separately consulted 
before the archdeacons" and proctors reported to the diocesan 
synod, and the archdeacon of Richmond did not join in the 
general grant s. 

The growth of the provincial synod or convocation is chiefly:r =;t"~ 

1 Prynne, Register, i. p. 3; Hody, Rist. Conv.-p. 340; Wilkins, Cone. 
ll. p. 43 ; Ann. Lanercost, p. 105; above, p. lIS, note I. 

• M. Paris, iv. 38-43. ' Wilkins, Cone. ll. p. 43• 
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marked by the institution or development of representation, of 
which there are few if any traces before the pontificate of 
Stephen Langton. In 1225 that archbishop directed the at
tendance of proctors of the cathedral, collegiate and conventual 
clergy in addition to the bishops, abbots, priors, deans, and 
archdeacons 1. In 1254 the prelates refused to include the 
secular clergy in a money grant without their consent, and a 
great council was summoned in consequence '. In 1255 the 
proctors of the parochial clergy of several archdeaconries pre
sented their gravamina in parliament. But it is not clear that 
the representative principle was regarded as an integral part 
of the system of convocation I. In 1256 to the meeting of the 
prelates who assembled to give an answer to the demands of 
Rustand, were summoned for January 18, the abbots, priors, 
deans of cathedrals with proctors for their canons, and the 
archdeacons accompanied by three or four more discreet clergy 
of their archdeaconries with procuratorial mandate of their fel
lows '. In 1258 archbishop Boniface' directed that the arch
deacons should be furnished with letters of proxy frem the 
parochial clergy·, and so empowered they attended the council 
at Merton which was held preparatory to the Mad Parlia..
ment of Oxford. In 1269 in a council at the New Temple, 
the proctors of the several dioceses declared their gravamina. 
In 1273 archbishop Kilwardby summoned the bishops, with 
an order to· bring with them three or four of their prin
cipal clergy'. In 1277 the same prelate included in the 
summons the greater personae of the chapters, the archdeacons, 
and the proctors of the whole clergy of each diocese, but with
out prescribing the number or mode of nomination '. This 
deficiency was supplied by archbishop Peckham in 1283 I. 

1 Wilkins, Cone. i. 603; Select Charters, p. 453. 
• Ro)'al Letters, ii. 101; above, p. 69. 
• Ann. Burton, p. 360; Select Charters, p. 333. 
• M. Paris, vi. 314-
• Select Charters, p. 454; Ann. Burton, p. 411 ; see above, p. 76, note 3. 
• Wilkins, Cone. ii. 30, 26; Select Chartel'll, p. 455; Waka, State of the 

Church, App. p. 7· 
• Wilkins, Cone. ii. 30; Select Charters, p. 455. 
• Wilkins, Cone. ii. 93, 95; Select Charters, p. 466; ParL Writs, i. Il. 
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At the council of Northampton held under the king's writ in 
the January of that year, it was determined to call a con
vocation at the New Temple three weeks after Easter: and 
the rule devised on the occasion was expressed in the writ: Rule for 

'each of the bishops, as was provided in the said congregation, :'J'':-:Ilta. 
.hall about the aforesaid day cause the clergy of his diocese to COllvocatiOD. 

be assembled in a certain place, and shall there have carefully 
expounded to them the propositions made on behalf of the 
king, BO that at the said time and place a.t London, from each 
diocese two proctors in the name of the clergy, and from each 
cathedral and collegiate chapter one proctor, shall be sent with 
sufficient instructions, who shall have full and express power of 
treating with us and our brethren upon the premisses, and of 
consenting to .uch measures as for the honour of the church, 
the comfort of the king, and the peace of the realm, the com-
munity of the clergy shall provide.' This rule was then or soon ~~ta. 
after accepted as authoritative, and has been treated as having :: .. :"tiOD. 

the for~e of a canon 1; and the body so constituted, including 
bishops, abbots, priors, and heads of religious houses, deans of 
cathedrals and collegiate churches, archdeacons and proctors, 
was the convocation of the province of Canterbury. That ofu ... ofYOl'k 

h . f Y k' h d'l!l' tl . d, and Canter-t e prOVlDce 0 or 1S somew at weren y constItute con- bury. 

taining two proctors from each archdeaconry, an arrangement 
which dates at least as early as 1279 I; It is impossible to fix 
with any greater certainty the origin of the procuratorial system, 
bnt it was probably introduced a.t a much earlier period, and 
had long been used in foreign churches 8. 

I The canon (so called) is given among the 'Statuta J ohannis Peckham' 
in WUkins, ii. 49; see also Johnson's Canons, ed. Baron, ii. 368. It is 
not really a canon;' by its reference to the convocation at the Temple, three 
weeks after Michaelmas, it is shown to belong to the same year 1283. But 
the exact origin of the special form as inserted in the' Statuta ' is some
what obscured by the words 'tsmpore parliamenti proximi post featum 
sancti Michaelis ad tres hebdomadas per Dei gratiam futura.' However, 
the convocation was lummoned for that date in 1283, the parliament 
meeting at Shrewsbury on Sept. 30; and it would be difficult to find an'}' 
other date, between 1278 IjoIld 1292, that would suit. See Peckham s 
Letters, ed. Martin, PP.486-501, 508, 5'3, 536. 

• Wilkins, Cone. ii. 41. 
• Compare the account of the legatine council of Bourgea held in IUS; 

W. C:ovent. ii. 277-
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~'!,~~al Owing to the unfortunate jealousy which subsisted between 
=~oalled. the two primates, the assembling of national church councils 

became, after the independence of York had been vindicated by 
Thurstan, almost a matter of impossibility. The disputes, 
amounting often to undignified personal altercation .between the 
archbishops themselves, disturbed the harmony of even the 
royal courts and national parliaments. Only when the au
thority of a legate superseded for the moment the ordinary 

. authority of both, were any national councils of the church 
summoned. The most important of these were the councils of 
123'1, in which the constitutions of Otho were published, and 
of 1268, in which those of Ottobon were accepted. The com
parative. rarity of these assemblies, and the fact that the pre
lates were the only permanent element in them, rob them of 
any importance they might otherwise have had in the history of 
our ecclesiastical organisation. 

This division between the two provinces was, in secular 
questions, remedied by the custom of bringing the leading men 
of both to the _national parliaments 1; but this was felt to be 

. inadequate in_ cases in which the special rights of the clergy 
PropoeaJ.a for were concerned. Accordingly in 1252 I we find the archbishop 
~~=;'e of York and the bishops of Carlisle and Durham declining to 
two provm. f th ki h d th . cia\ synods. answer a request 0 e ng on t e groun at It was a matter 

Parliament
aryre_ 
eent&tionot 
the clergy. 

which touched the whole English church, and that they did not 
think it consistent or honourable to depart from the customary 
procedure in such cases, in which a common debate was usually 
had between the clergy of the two provinces. But although such 
communication might in general terms be called customary, the 
extant evidence points rather to a discussion or arrangement by 
letter between the archbishops than to any common deliberation 
of the churches. . 

200. When Edward I in 1295 (letermined to SunlIDon to 
parliament the whole clergy of the two provinces by their 
representatives, he probably desired not only to define the 

1 In 1307 John collected the clergy of both provinces to gr&nt an aid; 
Ann. Waverley, p. 358. . 

• Roy&! Letters, ii.94, 95; see above, p. 68. 



:IV.] Clergy i" Parliament. 

relations between the several estates, but to obtain the joint 
action of the two provinces, and to get rid of the anomalous 
modes of summons and attendance which had been from time to 
time adopted in the innumerable councils of the century. There 
were precedents for summoning to councils, in which no spe
cially ecclesiastical business was discussed, not only the prelates 
but the archdeacons and deans, as representing the parochial 
and cathedral clergy. One remarkable assembly of the 'kind, in Early 

1177 I, on the occasion of the arbitration between Castille and examples. 

Nava~, seems to show that Henry II regarded the presence of 
these • minor prelates' as necessary to make his court suffi-
ciently impressive to his foreign visitors. The council of 1255', 
in which the proctors of the beneficed clergy exhibited their 
gravamina, was !Po parliament, although it may not be certain 
that the proctors appeared as members rather than as peti-
tioners. Simon de Montrort's parliament of 1265 cont.ined 
cathedral deans and priors as well as prelates s. Later in the 
same year, Henry III, still in the hands of earl Simon, summoned 
proctors for the cathedral chapters to a parliament at Winchester'. 
In 1282 the proctors of the chapters were summoned to the two 
provincial parliaments of York and Northampton 6. In 1294 Conncil~r 

• • convocat10n 
Edward called what may be regarded as a clencal parliament at of '294-

Westminster, apart from the other two estates and at a dif
ferent time; summoning the clergy of the two provinces by 
their prelstes, chapters, archdeacons, and proctors for the 21st 
of September', and the lay estates for the 2nd of November. 
The following year he incorporated the three in one assembly Parliament 

. h h d of'295. and adopted for the representahon of the clergy t e met. 0 

. instituted twelve years before for the provUicial convocations'. 

I Ben. P;t. i. 145; see above, voL i. p • .f.86. .. Above, p. 206. 
• Above, p. 96. 
• Select Charters, p. 418; above, P.98. 
• Pari. Writs, i. 10; Select Charters, p. 466. 
• Pari. W rita, ii. 25, .6; Select Charters, p. 480. . 
, Ibid. p. 484. The • modus tenendi parliamentum ' describea the clerIcal 

proctors in parliament, aa two'from each archdeaconry, not, aa waa really 
the caae, tlyo from each dioceae; ibid. p. 503. This ia but one of the. many 
miaatetementa of that document, but it inay show that, e-:en when It waa 
written, the question of clerical representation waa becollllIlg" obacure. 

VOL. n. . P 
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But, although so closely united in idea, the two representative 
bodies, convocation 1 and the parliamentary representation of 

Dilferenco the clergy, are kept clearly distinct. The convocations are two 
bet ..... n th. •• I ils t' . th· . . 
convocation prOVl.llC18 counc mee mg m . elr respective proVl.llces, gene-
:::.:~- rally at London and York; the parliamentary representatives 
:::0":' of the are one element of the general parliament and meet in the same 

Later 
relation of 
convocation 
to parli .... 
ment.. 

·place. The convocations are called by the writ of the arch
bishops addresse~ through their senior suffragans to each bishop 
of their provinces; the parliamentary proctors are summoned 
by the king's writ addressed directly to the bishops individually, 
and directing by the clause 'praemunientes' B the attendance of 
the proctors. The convocations contain the abbots and priors; 
these are not included in the 'praemunientes' clause. The 
convocations are two spiritual assemblies; the parliamentary 
assembly of the clergy is one temporal representation of the 
spiritual estate; and it is, as we shall see, only owing to the 
absolute defeasance of the latter institution that the convoca
tions have any. connexioll with parliamentary history. Every 
step of the development of the two has however a bearing on 
the growth of the idea of representation, both in the nation at 
large and in the mind of the great organiser and definer of 
parliamentary action, Edward IS. 

1 The word COtIootmioA had not yet acquired its later technical mean
ing. The prior and convent of :Bath, 1295, elect their proctor under the 
praemunientes clallSe, to appear in the ' generalis convocatioj' ParI. Writs, 
i. 34 j in 1397 the writ of the archbishop for the spiritual assembly is en
titled (Citatio pro convocatione ; , ibid. p. 53. 

• See above, p. 2% note 2. Philip the Fair~seems to have had an inten
tiun in 1297 of summoning the whole of the French clergy to Faris to 
make a grant j but, warned perhaps by the events of 1296 in England, he 
did not venture to do it, and ~ the money he wanted from provincial 
councils j :Boutaric, Premiers Etata Giln. p. 6. The parochial clergy, the 
f6CWrB or cures of parishes, were systemati~y excluded from the states 
general (Hervieu, Rev. de Legislation, 1873, p. 380), inasmuch as they did 
not possess temporalities or jurisdiction. Nor were the clergy assembled 
according to their ecclesiastical divisions j not in dioceses and provinces, 
but in bailliages and 8enechallSsees, like the laity j ibid. 396. 

• I need hardly remark here that, although the procuratorial system as 
used in clerical assemblies has a certain bearing on the representative 
system in England, it is much less important here than in those countries 
in which there were no vestiges of representative lay institutillDS left, and 
where the representation of communities in the states general mnst have 
been borrowed from the ecclesiastical system. In England the two forma 
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201. The baronial estate underwent during this period the Development 

great change in respect to its conciliar form, froni qualification ~.:'"g.. 
by tenure to qualification by writ, from which the hereditary 
peerage emerges. This change affected however only the simple 
barons I. As a rule all the earls and all the bishops were con- All bishops 

stantly BUmmoned, the only exceptions being made when the :!:'~!'ed. 
individual omitted was in personal disgrace. The list of abbots Diminished 

and priors however varies largely from time to time; more than :b:'~:'df 
a hundred were summoned by Simon de Montfort in 12642; priors. 

nearly seventy by Edward I to the great parliament of 1295 S ; 

in the reign of Edward ill the regular number fell to twenty-
seven c; the majority being glad to escape the burden of .attend-
ance, and, by th!l plea that their lands were held in free alms 
and·not by barony, to avoid the expenses by which their richer 
brethren maintained their high dignity 5. The modification in Diminished 

the character of the lay baronage is. a matter of great signi- g;:::::::: of 

ficance. This question has been made the subject of what may 
be called a great body of historical literature, out of which, 
observing the due proportion of general treatment, we can state 
here only a few conclusions. 

grow side by aide, the lay representation is not formed on the model of 
the clerical. 

1 Occasionally bishops, abbots, and barona were allowed to appear by 
proxy; thus in the parliament of Carlisle (Part Writs, i. 185. 186) a great 
number of prones or attorneys were present; and some even of the elected 
proctors of the clergy substituted others as their prones. Abbesses and 
peeresses who had suits to prosecute or services to perform also sent proc
tors. but not as members of the parliament, simply as suitors of the high 
oourt. 

o Ten abbots, nine priors. and one dean of the province of York. 
fifty. five abbots, twenty.six priors, and four deans of the province of 
Canterbury; and the heads of the military orders. 

• Sixty·seven abbots and three heads of orders; Part Writs, i. 30. 
• See the tables given by Gneist, Verwalt. i. 382-387 • 
• See Prynne. Register, i. pp. 141 sq. The position of the abbots and· 

Priors as distinguished from the bishops is historically important, in. rela
tion to council and also to tenure. Before the Conquest all the bishops 
attended the witenagemot. and only a few. of the abbots. When the prac
tice of homage was introduced. the bish?ps, we are told by Glanv,ill and 
Bracton. did no homage after consecratIOn. but only fealty: whilst. ac
cording to the latter writer, abbots' ad homagium non teneantur d':. Jur.e, 
faciunt tamen tota die de consuetudine;' lib. ii. c. 35. The reductIOn m 
the number of parliamentary abbots was probably owing to the~ disli~e 
of attendance at Becn1ar courts, which suggested the excuse allegmg theIr 
peculiar tenure. 

P 2 
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QoaIi8cationThe 'majores barones' of the reigns of Henry II, Richard and 
for summons • • 
as a b&rOn, John, were, as has been several times stated, dIstInguished from 

their fellows, by the reception of special summons to council, 
special summons to the army, the right of making special 
arrangements with the exchequer for ,reliefs and taxes, of 
leading their own vassals in battle, and of being amerced by 
their' equals. Tbe coincidence of these points enables us to 
describe if not to define what tenure by barony must ha~been; 
it may, as Bome legal writers have maint~;ve compre
hended the duties of grand serjeanty, it, .JD~y have been con
nected originally with the possession of/a certain quantity of 
land; but it certainly possesse.d the characteristics just enume-

Great rated. The number of these barons was very considerable: 
number of • 
b&rons in 1263, a hundred and eighteen were specially summoned to 
summoned 
formilit&r7' the Welsh war 1; a hundred and sixty-five in 12761; a hun
servi~ 

dred and twenty-two in 1297 s; and correspondingly large 
numbers on other occasions. That the occurrence of a par
ticular name in the list proves the bearer to have held his 
estates per baroniam may be disputed, but it can scarcely 
be doubted that all who were summoned 'would rank among the 
majores barones of the charter. The extant writs of summons 
to parliament are much more rare, and these contain far fewer 

:::~ names than the writs of military service. Only eighteen barons 
.u~oned to were summoned by Simon de Montfort; only forty-one were 
parliament. summoned by Edward I to the parliament of 12954; thirty-

seven in 1296 G. Occasionally the number increases; especially 
when a number of counsellors is also summoned. To the par
liament of March 6, 1300, ninety-eight lords an<;l thirty-eight 
counsellors were called 8; and the letter addressed by the par
liament of Lincoln to the pope was sealed by ninety-six lay 
lords, eighty of whom had been summoned by special writ 1. 

1 Lords' Report, iii. 30. 
• P&rl. Writs, i. 193-195. . 
• P&rl. Writs, i. 282. Not less than 174 were summoned for the defence 

against Scotland in the autumn of the same ye&r, but many of these were 
addressed as knights; ibid. pp. 302-304. 

, P&rl. Writs, i. 31. 
I Ibid. i. 48. , 
• Ibid. i. 112, 83; seventy-two abbots, &0. were also summoned. 
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It is clear from these facts, all of which belong to the parlia- Importance 

ments properly so called in which the three estates were assem- :~~ple 
bled, that very large discretionary power remained in the royal ~= L' 

hands; and that, unless he was warranted by earlier custom, 
the existence of which we can only conjecture I, Edward I must, 
in the selection of a smaller number to be constant recipients 
of special summons, have introduced a constitutional change 
scarcely inferior to that by which he incorporated the repre
sentatives of the commons in the national council: in other 
words, that he created the house of lords as much as he created 
the house of commons. The alteration or variation in the 
numher of the barons summoned implied also an alteration in 
the qualification for summons; if the king were at liberty to select 
'even a permanent number of lords of parliament from the body 
of tenants-in-chief or barons, the qualification of tenure ceased 
to be the sole qualification for summons. But it is probable Institution 

that the change went still further, and that of the diminished ~~<I1'8ditary 
Dumber BOme at least did Dot possess the qualification by 
baronial tenure, but became barons simply by virtue of the 
special writ, and conveyed to their heirs a dignity attested 
by the hereditary reception of the summons. If this be true, 
and it is supported by considerable evidence s, the tenure per 

I ParI. Writs, i. 90. The whole list summoned to Lincoln contained two 
archbishops, eighteen bishops, eighty abbots, three masters of orders. ten 
earls, and eighty specially summoned barons and knights j the letter 
(ibid. pp. 10:1-104) is sealed by seven earls and ninety-si:I: other lords. 
See the Fourth Report of the Lords' Committee, pp. 325-341 j where it is 
maintained that the occurrence of a name among these ninety-six signata
ries does not by itself imply a peerage. 

• The famous quotation of Camden, Britannia (ed. 1600), p. 137, has 
never been, I believe, verified j it runs as follows: • IDe enim' (sc. Hen
ricUll Ill) • ex aatis antiquo scriptore loquor, post magnaa perturbationes at 
enormes vexationes inter ipsUID regem, Simonem de Monteforti et alios 
barones, motaa at sopitaa. statuit et ordinavit quod omneR illi comites et 
barones regni Angliae quibua ipse rex dignatus eat brevia summonitionia 
dirigere. venirent ad parlamentum suum et non alii, nisi forte dominus 
reJ: alia consimilia brevia eis dirigere voluisset.' Of. Brady. lntr. p. 145 j 
Hallam, M. A. iii. 1. 

~ See Courthope's edition of Nicolas's Historic Peerage. pp. ~ sq. ; 
Third Lords' Report, p. 235 sq. An eJ:ample is Thomas de Furmval, of 
whom it was found in the 19th Edw: II that be did not hold his estates 
per baroniam, who yet was summoned from 1295 to 1333 j nine other persons 
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ba'l'oniam must have ceased to have any political importance, 
and we have in the act, or in the policy suggesting it, a crown- . 
ing proof of Edward's political design of eliminating the doctrine 
of tenure from the region of government. The later variations, 
in n]lmber and qualification, of the house of lords, may be 
noted when we reach the time at which those variations become 
important. 

Continuation The baronage spiritual and temporal did not, however modi~ 
of baronial 
.... mbli... fled, merge its independent existence in the newly constituted 
in the 
magnum parliament of Edward I. It had been in possession of the fune-
eonciliY,n. tions of a common council of the realm. far too long not to have 

acquited powers with which it could not part. Under the title 
of 'magnum concilium regis et regni' it retained, like the con~ 
vocation of the clergy, distinct methods of assembly, and certain' 
powers which ultimately fell to the house of lords. But these 
must be considered in another part of our work. 

Repreeenta- 202. The great mark which the century and the reign of 
tion of the 
commons. Edward I leave on our constitutional history is the repr~ 

sentation of the commons : the collecting in parliament of the 
representatives of the communities of both shires and boroughs; 
the concentration of the powers which had been previously 
exercised in local assemblies or altogether superseded by the 
action of the barons, and the admission of such representatives 

Arrangement to a share in the supreme work of government. In order to 
of the 'd dl ti ' 't will b d ' bl 'thi following avOl nee ess repe tIon 1 e esU'a e to examlDe s 
pasee. part. of our subject under the several heads of (~) the constitu-

tion of the local courts and communities, (2) their powers and 
functions, and (3) the periods and causes of the introduction of 
their representatives into the national parliament. So much . 
however has been already said on the first and second points in 
the earlier chapters of this work, that it will be enough briefly to 
recapitulate our chief conclusions about them and to account for 
the modifications which affected them in'the century before us. 

203. (1) The county court in its full session, that is, as it 

summoned in 1295 are 'not anywhere stated to have been previously 
barona of the realm,' The last statement is I tbink somewhat arbitrary; 
all the Dine had had special military summons repeatedly. 
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attended the itinerant justices on their visitation, contained r. Constitu-

th hb' h b' h bb ts' I b k . tion of the e arc 18 ops, IS ops, a .0 ,pnors, ear s, arons, mghts, oounty oourt. 

and freeholders, and from each township four. men and the 
rseve, and from each borough twelve burghers I. It was still 
the folkmoot, the general assembly of the people, and, in case 
of any class or person being regarded as outside the above 
enumeration, the sheriff was directed to summon to the meeting 
all others who by right or custom appeared before the justices. 
It contained thus all the elements of a local parliament--all the 
members of the body politic in as full representation as the 
three estates afterwards enjoyed in the general parliament. 

The county court, according to the .2nd article of the charter Its ti!"ee of 

of 1217 " sat once a month; but it is not to be supposed that meeting. 

on each occasion it was attended by all the qualified members; • 
the prelates and barons were generally freed from the obligation Peraons 

of attendance by the charters under which they held their :~;;''::!.oe. 
estates; every freeman might by the statute of Merton appear 
by attorney·, and by the etatute of Marlborough all above tbe 
rank of knight were exempted from attendance on the sheriff's 
tourn " unless specially summoned: the charters of the boroughs 

1 The writ of 1217 for the promulgation of the charter orders the sherifi' 
to publish it, 'in pleno comitatu tuo convocatis baronibuB, militibus et 
omnibus libere tenentibus ejusdem comitatus;' :Brady, App. 166. The 
writs containing the list of names given in the text begin in 1217: Rot. 
Claus. i. 380: 'Rex Vicecomiti Ebor. salutem. Summone per bonos sum
monitores omnes archiepiscopos, episcopos, abbates, comites et barones, 
milites et libere tenentes de tota baillia tu&, et de qualibet villa quatuor 
legales homines et pl'aepositum, et de quob'bet burgo xii legales burgenses 
per totam bailliam tuam, et omneB alios de baillia tua qui coram justitiis 
itinerantibuB venire solent et debent, quod Bint apud Eboracum coram 
jUBtitiis nostris a die Sancti Martini in xv dies, audituri et facturi prae
ceptum nostrum.' Of. Rot. Claus. i. 463,473,476. There is one of 1231 
in the Select Charters, p. 358; See too Bracton, lib. iii. tr. i. c. II. 

• Select Charters, p. 346. 
• Statutes of the Realm, i. 4: 'provisum insuper quod quilibet liber 

homo qui sectam debet ad Comitatum, Trithingam, Hundredum et 
Wapentachium, vel ad ouriam domini sui, lib ere poasit facere attornatum 
anum ad aectas illas pro eo faciendum.' Such an appointment of a proxy, 
by Thomas de Burgh, to appear in the shiremoot of Staffordshire in 1 223, 
is rven in the Close Rolls, i. 537. See further below, vol. iii. c..~. § 420• 

Statutes of the Realm, i. 23: f de turnis vicecomitum proVlsum est 
quod neceBse non habeant ibi venire archiepiscopi, episcopi, ab~e:tes, pri
ores, comites, barones nec aliqui viri religiosi seu mulieres mSI eorum 
praesentia specialiter exigatur.' . 
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implied and sometimes expressed a condition that it was only 
when the court was called to meet the justices that their repre ... 
sentatives need attend'; in some cases the barons and knights 
compounded for attendance by a payment to the sheriffs; and 
the custom of relieving the simple knights,. by special licence 
issued by the king, prevailed to such an extent that the defi
ciency of lawful knights to hold the assizes in the county court 
was a constant subject of complaint'. The monthly sessions 
then were only attended by persons who had special business, 
and by the officers of the townships with their lawful men 
qualified to serve on the juries. For the holding of a full 
county court, for extraordinary business, a special summons was 
in all cases issued; our knowledge of its composition is derived 
from such special writs. 

204. The sheriff is still the president and constituting officer 
of the county court; to him is directed the writ ordering the 
general summons, and through him is made the answer of the 
county to the question or demand contained in the writ. Suc
cessive limitations on his judicial power have been imposed 
from the reign of Henry II to the date of Magna Carta, but 
have scarcely diminished his social importance 4; and although 
the general contributions of the country, the fifteenths, thirtieths 
and the like, no longer pass necessarily through his hands, he 
retains the collection of scutages and other prescriptive imposts, 
and considerable power of amercement for non-attendance on 
his summons. The king retains the power of nominating the 
sheriffs, but not without a struggle; the right of nomination 
being at one time claimed for the baronage in parliament, and 
at another for the county court itself. By the Provisions of 
Oxford in 1258 it was ordered that the sheriff should be a 

1 Charter of Dunwich, Rot. Cart. p. 51 : 'et quod nullam sectam facian~ 
comitatus vel hundredorum nisi coram justitiis nostris; et. cum summa
niti fuerint esse coram- justitiis, mittant pro se xii legales homines d!l 
burgo suo qui eint pro eis omnibus.' 

• As in the honour of Aquila in Sussex i see vol. i. p. 103 • 
• See the 28th article of the petition of the barona in 1358; Select 

Charters, p. 386. .An instance will be found as early as 1334 j Rot. 
Claus. i. 627. 

• Vol. i. pp. 606, 607 j see Gneist, Verwalt. i. 330. 
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vavasour of the county in which he was to reside arid should 
retain office for a year onlyl. In 1259, it was provided that 
for the current year appointment should be made by the chief 
justice, treasurer, and barons of the Exchequer, absolutely; 
and in future from a list of four good men chosen in the 
connty court '. The efforts made by Henry III to get rid of 
the provisionary council involved in each case an attempt to 
remove their sheriffs and to nominat'e his own. In 1261, at 
the Mise of Merton concluded in December, a committee of 
arbitration was named to determine the question of right; the 
six arbitrators referred it to Richard of Cornwall as umpire, 
and he decided in favour of the king, though he attempted to 
introduce the principle of election a: and the decision was con
firmed by the a~ard of S. Lewis. After this no attempt was 
made by the barons to renew the quarrel; but under Edward I 
the question of a free election by the shires was mooted. Such 
free election had long been the right of the citizens of London; 
the freeholders of Cornwall and Devon had purchased the like 
privilege from J ohl{ and Henry III'; and the lawyers of 
Edward 1 seem to have held, and foisted into the copies of 
the laws of the Confessor an article declaring, that such election 
was an ancient popular right &. It was possibly in concession E1ec!"0n of 

to this opinion that in 1300, by one o~ the Articuli 8uperoheriffil. 

Cartal, Edward granted the election of the sheriffs to the 
people of the shire where they desired to have it, and where 
the office was not 'of fee' or hereditary 8. Bu~ the privilege 

I Select Charters, p. 391. 
I Ann. Burton, p. 478; above, p. 8... The securing a sheriff from among 

the inhabitants of the county was probably as material a point as the ob
taining the right, of election; Bee Ann. Dunst. p. 279: 'eodem anno, 1278, 
amovit rex omnes vicecomites Angliae clericos Bcilicet et extraneos, at 
lubstituit loco eorum milites de propriis comitatibus.' 

I Above, pp. 87, 88. 
• Madox, Hist. Exch. pp. 283, 288; Rot. Claus. i. 457; ii. 25. 169, 18 ... 
I 'Per singulos comitatus in pleno folcmote, sicut et vicecomites provin-

marum et comitatuum eligi debent;' Thorpe, Ancient Laws, p. 197· 
• Statntes of the Realm, i. 139: 'Ie roi ad grante a soen poeple qil eient 

esleccion de leur viscontes en chescun conte, ou visconte ne est mie de fee, 
ail voelent.' An examination of the lists of sheriffs shows that the privi
lege could only have been slightly valued; the changes in 1300 and 130 1 
are few. . 
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was sparingly exercised if it were exercised at all, and was 
!~n~:~~' withdrawn by the Ordinances of 13II 1. In 1338 Edward III 
question. ordered the sheriffs to be elected by the counties, but in 1340 

it was finally provided that no sheriff should continue in office 
for more than a year, the appointment remaining, as prescribed 
by the Ordinances, in the hands of the officers of the Exchequer". 
It would Beem that during this PE1riod it was more important to 
the king and to the barons to secure the right of appointment, 
than to limit the powers of the sheriff; and consequently his 
position and influence underwent less change than they had 
done under the legislation of Henry II. The real loss of his 
ancient importance resulted from the limitation of his period of 
office. 

II. Busin.... 205. (II) In the county courts and under the guidance of 
~::..,~:: the sheriffs was transacted all the business of the shire: and 
theoounty h f h h f h hi . oonn. t e act 0 . t e county court was t e act 0 t e s re m matters _ 

judicial, military, and fiscal, in the details of police manage
ment, and in questions, where such questions occurred, con
nected with the general administration of the country. It is 
unnecessary to repeat what has been said on these points in 
a former chapter; but some illustration may be given of the 
completeness of the county administration for each purpose; 
of the use, in each department, of representation; and of the 
practice of electing representatives who thus act on behalf of 
the whole community of the shirll. The ideas of representa
tion and election are not inseparable; at certain stages the 
sheriff in the county, or the reeve in the township, might 
nominate, from a fixed list, by choice, or in rotation; but the 
tendency of the two ideas is t!> unite, and the historic evidence 
shows their joint use generally at this time. The custom of 

, electing representatives in the county court was in full operation 
before such representatives were summoned to parliament. 

(I) The The judicial work of the county was done in the county 
judioial WOl'k 

1 Statutes of the Realm, i. 160. 
• Foed. ii. 1049,1090; the Act passed in 1340 ordered that the appoint

ment should be made in the Exchequer by the Chancellor, Treasurer, and 
Chief Baron, with the justices, if present; Statutes, i. 283. In 1376 the 
commons again petitioned for elective sheriffs; Rot. ParI. ii. 355. ' 
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court: except in the county court even the itinerant justices of the county 

could not discharge their functions; and the county was the court. 

sphere of jurisdiction of the justices of assize and justices of the 
peace. The county was the patria whose report was presented 
by the juries; and a process by assize was 'per judicium et 
consilium totius comitatus 1: The uses of representation and. 
election have already been illustrated suflici~ntly in our dis-
cussion of the origin of juries. 

206. The conservation of the peace, or police, a department (.) The con. 

that links the judicial with the military administration of the ::.v=.Of 
shire, was fully organised on the same principles. For each 
necessary measure the county was an organic whole; the action 
was taken in the county court; and in the execution of the 
law the sherifi' was assisted or superseded by elected repre
sentatives. The writs for the conservation 9f the peace, direct-
ing the taking of the oath, the pursuit of malefactors, and the 
observance of watch and ward, were proclaimed in full county 
court; attachments were made in obedience to them in the 
county court before the coroners; and, when the institution 
was modified, as in 1253, the sheriffs were ordered to summon 
all the knights and freeholders of their counties, four men with 
the reeve from each township, and twelve burghers from each 
borough, to receive and execute the royal mandate'. The 
coroners, whose duty was to watch the interests of the crown 
in this region of work as well as in the fiscal and judicial 
business, were always elected by the full county courts. In 
the fifth year of Edward I, an officer called 'custos pacis,' whose 
functions form a stage in the growth of the office of justice of 
the peace, was elected by the sheriff and community of each 

1 'Nihil fecimus in facto memorato nisi per consilium et judicium totius 
comitatus ••• ex recordo dictae as.isM quod de communi eonsensu et testi
monio totius cotnitatus fideliter eonscriptum vobis transtnittimus j' Royal 
Letters, i. 21. On the general subject, see Gneist, Verwaltungsrecht, 
i. 317 sq. 

• 'Summone per bonos summonitores omnes milites et omnes libere te
nentes de cotnitatibus praedictis, et de qualibet villa quatuor homines et 
praepositum, et de quolibet burgo duodecim legales burgenses, quod sint 
coram dilecto et fideli nostro Henrico de Colevilla ad dies et loca quos tibi 
scire faciet, ad audiendum et faciendum praeceptum nostrum j' Foed. i. 
291 ; Select Charters, p. 37+ • See below, p. 239; 
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Election of county in the full county court; and the conservatorS who 
ooDBerVatom. carried out the provisions of the statute of Winchester, although 

no mention of the mode of appointment occurs in the act itself, 
were after the first vacancy elected in the same way 1. In 
this instance the principle was ~xtended to the election of 
constables for the hundreds. 

!£;~::V 
busineeaof 
the ehire. 

207. The military administration of the county, except so 
far as it was connected with the conservation of the peace, was 
less capable of being conducted pn a symmetrical plan of re
presentation. It furnishes, however, illustrations of the com
pleteness of the local agencies, and of the concentration of those 
agencies for national purposes, which are of the first import
ance: for both the feudal military system and the system of the 
national defence have their exact analogies in the system of 
the national counciJ j and, if the parliament is not the host in 
council as it was in primitive times, the national force is the 
presentment in arms of those elements which in the parliament 
meet for council. 

ChlU'1WtA>r of The national force, as a whole, falls into three divisions; the 
::~.ational armed vassals of the tenants-in-chief who served under their own 

lords, each of those lords receiving a special summons to arms; 
the minor tenaI;lts-in-chief who served under the sheriff; and the 
body of freemen sworn under the assize of arms. Of the second 

The minor and third divisions the sheriff was the proper leader j they were ::::.:r the the men who served on assizes and juries, and who in other mat
{= ::,'!.. ters acted constitutionally with him. In every change of military 
manded by h . th f 
the shorut organisation, and there were several such c anges m e course 0 

the thirteenth century 8, the sheriff retains his place. In 1205 

John warned the sheriffs that by assent of the national council 
every nine knights throughout all England were to furnish a 
tenth, and ordered the whole effective force of the country to be 
incorporated and sworn under an organisation of constables for 
the national defence s. In 12 2 3 Henry III directed the sheriffs . 
to impose the oath on those who had been 'jurati ad arma;' in 

1 See below, p. 337, and § 336; Gneist, Verwalt. i. 330 sq.; Stat. i. 98. 
• See below, § 238 ; Gneist, Verwalt. i. 313-317. 
I Above, vol. i. pp. 590, 592. 
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the time of John t • In I231 HenryID ordered them to furnish 
a fixed contingent of men-at-arms to be provided by the men 
or the county sworn under the assize of arms I. On the great Military 

. d' h t bl d . d f h . work of tho occasions urlDg t e rou e perlO 0 t e reign of Henry ill, oherUr; 

or in the wars of Edward I, when writs of military summons 
are directed to the barons, the sheriffs are ordered to bring 
up the (orce of the freeholders, and, when the system of com
missions of array is adopted, the letters investing the commis-
sioners with their powers are addressed to the sheriffs s. But 
over and above the authority they possessed over the minor 
freeholders, they exercised a sort of vigilant superintendence 
over the forces of the barons, under the king's writ. Thus in snmmo~ 
1217 Henry III directed them to bring to' Oxford the whole::::,.~tire 
military (orce of the shire, whether due from prelates, barons, 
and tenants-in-chief, or others; in U2I, they were to summon 
to Cockermouth barons, knights, freeholders, all who owe the 
king service and all the 'jurati ad arma .. ' In 1223 ,he ordered 
them to summon all the tenants-in-chief by knight-service, 
whether archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, 
knights or others 5; and this plan was followed in later years 
as if the agency of the sheriff were _more to be trusted than 
that of the special messengers. The writs for distraint of oo,!,polliDg 

knighthood were also directed to the sheriffs. The writs oflmighthood. 
Edward 1, being more peremptory, are also more fU'll, and 
exhibit his design of. consolidating the national force without 
distinction of tenure; they reach the climax when in 1297 he 
orders. the sheriffs to give notice to all who possess twenty 
librates of land or more, whether holding in chief or not, whether 
within or without franchises, to prepare .at once with horses 
and arms' to follow the king whenever he shall· demand their 
service e. The military progress of the period must however 
be traced in a separate section. 

1 Rot. Claus. i. 628. . 
• Select Charters, p. 359. • See below, S 2.p. 
• Rot, Claus. i. 336; Lords'Report, App. pp. 2, 3. 
• Lords' Report, App. p. 3. • • 
• I Firmiter injungentee quod, statim visis litteris istis, scir~ ~ac~as. ODlDl

bus illia de bailliva tua infra libertates et extra qui habent VIglntl llbrat ... 
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:.!i,~:d' in The military orders of the sheriff were published in the 
the ",,,wty county court; of this practice the year 1295 furnishes a good 
oowt, instance; Edward, having appointed the bishop of Durham 

(~) The 
remedial 
measures 
execuUldby 
theooUDt,y 
oowt, 

and the earl of Warenne to provide for the defence of the 
northern shires, ordered the sheriffs to assemble before them all 
the knights of their shires and two good men of each township, 
to hear and execute the orders of the newly appointed officers 1. 

For all questions touching the character of tenure, and the 
extent of obligation, the juries employed in other matters 
would be necessarily employed by the sheriff in this department 
likewise. 

208. In the execution of the remedial measures which form 
so large a part of the political history of the century, the agency 
of the counties is employed, generally by means of elected re
presentatives. In 1215, immediately after the charter of Runny-
mede, John directed twelve lawful knights to be chosen in each 
shire, at the first county court held after the receipt of the writ, 
to inquire into the evil customs which were to be abolished S. 

Remedial The same plan was followed at each renewal of the charters. 
work of the 
COUDt,y. In 1222 two knights were sent up from Wiltshire to lay the 

forest liberties before the kings. In 1226 and 1227, on occa
sion of a dispute as to the administration of the counties, 
Henry ill ordered the sheriffs in the next county court to 
bid the knights and good men of the counties to choose from . 
among themselves four lawful and discreet knights to appear 

terrae et redditus per annum, et illis similiter qui plus habent, videlicet, 
tam illis qui non tenent de nobis. in capite quam illis qui tenent, ut de 
equis et a.rmis sibi provideant et se praeparent indilate, ita quod sic sint 
prompti et parati ad veniendum ad nos et eundum cum propria persona 
nos4"a pro defensione ipsorum et totius regni nostrl praedicti quandocun
que pro ipsis duxerimus demandandum;' ParI. Writs, i. 381; Lords' 
Report, App. p. 79; below, § 239. 

1 'Et mandatum est vicecomiti Ebor. quod venire faciat coram praefatis 
episcopo et comiti vel eorum altero apud Eboracum, in crastino festi Om
nium Sanctorum proximo futuri, omnes milites de comitatu praedicto et de 
qualibet villa ejusdem comitatus duos probos homines ad audiendum et 
faciendum,' &c.; ParI. Writs, i. 270. 

• Rot. Pat. i. 180: 'Quod xii milites de comitatu tuo, qui eligentur de 
ipso comitatu in primo comitatu qui tenebitur post susceptionem littera
rum istarum in partibus tuis, jurent de inquirendis,' &c. Select Charters, 
P·30 7· 

• .Rot. Claus. i. 498. 
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at Lincoln and at Westminster to allege the grounds of com
plaint'. In 1258 four knights brought up the complaints of 
the shires to the October parliament '. By the articles of 1259 
foor such officers were appointed to watch the action of the 
sheriffs in each shire s, The close connexion of this occasional 
work with the general government is shown by the fact that 
in 1297 the knights of the shire were summoned to the na
tional council expressly to receive copies of the confirmation 
of charters·, and that in 1301 the great object for which the 
parliament of· Lincoln was summoned was to receive the report 
of the perambulations made under the new forest articles'. 

209. But the fiscal business is that in which the shire system~) ~e fiscal 

most closely approached, before it actually touched, the national th":!":~:. 
council; and in it therefore the special action of the shire has 
the greatest constitutional interest. The practice of assessing ~en$ 
and collecting taxes by chosen juries, and the practice of ob- by Jur, ... 

mining money grants by special and several negotiation, ulti- Special . 
negotiatioJlll 

mately bronght the crown and the tax-payer into very close for grant. of 
.. M' fth· d h b money. commUDlcatlOn, any mstances 0 IS ten ency ave· een 

already given', and they may be multiplied, In 1219 two Election of 
•• . 8S8e8BOrB and 

knights are appolDted in each county to collect the amerce- eollectol8. 

ments '. In 12 20 the sheriffs are ordered to cause two lawful 
knights to be chosen in full county court, by the will and 
counsel of all men of the county, to take part in the assess-
ment and collection of the carucage 8, In 1225, when the 
management of the fifteenth was taken out of the hands of 
the sheriff, committed to special justices, and audited by special 

1 • Et in proximo comitatu tuo dicaa militibull et probis hominibue bail
Ii .... tuae quod qoatuor de legalioribue at discretioribus militibus ex 8e ipsis 
eligant, qui ad diem ilium lint apud Lincolniam pro toto comitatu, I'd 
ostendendum ibi querelam quam habent,' &c.; Select Charters, p. 357; 
Rot. Clans. ii. 153. 213, 

• Foed. i. 375; Brady, Intr. p. 141. See above. p. 81. 
I Ann. Burton, p. 477. 
, ParI. Writs, i. 56. See above, p. 146. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 88-«}0; above, p. 156. 
• VoL i. pp. 577-587. . 
, Royal Letters, i. 28 ; Rot. Claus. i. 398. 
• • Convocato comitatu tuo plena, de voluntate at consilio eorum de 

comitatu, facias eligi duos de legalioribus militibus totius comit .. t~s qui 
melius sciant velint et possint huic negotio ad commodum nostrum lIlten
dare;' Rot. Cl. i. 437; Select Charters, p. 352• 
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comlDlsSlon, the collection and assessment were entrusted to 
four elected knights of each hundred, who inquired by jury 
into all disputed cases 1. In 1232 the fortieth was assessed 
in each township by the reeve and four chosen men of the 
'township, in the presence of knights assigned 2; a similar mode 
was adopted in 1237 s. The precise regulation of the method 
of assessment becomes less important when the grants are 
made in duly constituted assembiief! ; but the practice of 
choosing four knights to assess, tax, levy, and collect a monet 
grant in each shire was continued under Edward I', and 
the directions for the purpose were promulgated in the county 
court G. The Customs were under like management: in 1275 
the sheriffs of London and Gloucestershire were ordered to cause' 
two lawful men to be chosen in London, Bristol, and other 
ports, as sub-collectors of the custom on wools. 

But the reign of Henry III sllpplies at least one clear proof 
that not merely the assessment but the concession of a grant 
was regarded as falling within the lawful power of a local 
assembly. We have seen how Henry I, when directing the 
customary assembling of the shiremoots, declared his intention 
of laying' before them his sovereign necessities whenever he 
required an aid; and although we do not find a grant made 
durhIg the twelfth, century in the county courts, we have 
abundant evidence of the transactions of the justices of the 
Exchequer in the matter of· taxation, which took place in those 
sessions. The business of setting the tallage, when it was dis
patched between the justices or barons of the Exchequer and the 

I Foed. i. 177; Select Charters, p. 355; and see Rot. Claus. ii. 40, 45, 
71, 95, and p. 38, above. 

• • Quod videlicet de qualibet villa i1rtegra eligantur quatuor de meli
oribus et legalioribus hominibus una cum praepositis singularum villarum, 
per quorum sacramentum quadragesima pars omnium mobilium praedic
torum taxetur et assideatur;' M. Paris, iii. a31; Select Charters, p. 361. 

S Foedera, i. 232; Select Charters, p. 366. . 
, ParI. Writs, i. 106; the fifteenth granted in 1301 was thus collected. 

The king even furnished a speech which was to be delivered by the royal 
commissioners to the knights and good people of the county assembled, to 
prevail on them to furnish supplies in kind, to be paid for by the fifteenth ; 
ibid. p. 401 ; cf. pp. 404 sq. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 403. • Parl Writs, i. 2. 
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payers, and when the payers ascertained their liability and 
apportioned their quota by jury, approached, within one step, 
a formal consent to taxation. So when the fourteenth article 
oC the charter mentions, as a part of the process of holding the 
• commune consilium,' that the minor tenants-in-chief should be 
lummoned by the general writ addressed to the sheriff, it is at 
least possible that the business announced in that general writ 
would be discussed in the assembly which was the proper 
Audience of the s'heriff. In the year 1220 we have an important 
illustration which must be compared with the cases of grants, 
before adduced, by ecclesiastical assemblies of diocese and arch
deaconry. 

Geoffrey Neville, the king's chamberlain, was sheriff of York_ c":"" of the . 
• • ahiremoot ot 

shire, and had to collect the carucage, already mentioned as the Yorkshire ill; 

occasion on which two knights of the shire were elected to make 1220. 

the assessment. The writ declaring the grant to have been 
made by the • magnates et fideles' in the • commune consilium' 
was dated on the 9th of August I, In the month of September, 
the chamberlain writes to the justiciar!: be had received the 
writ on the 2nd, and had summoned the earls, barons, and free-
holders, to heal' it on the 14th. On that day. the earls. and 
barons had sent their stewards, as was usual, and did not attend 
in person. The writ was read: to the disgust of the sheriff The stewards 

the stewards replied with one accord, that their lords had never ~f!: ~1 
been asked for the aid and knew nothing of it j. without con- a tax. 

Bulting them, they dared not assent to the tax; they insisted 
that the lords of Yorkshire, like those of the southern shires, 
ought to have been asked for the grant by the king either by 
word of mouth or by letter. The sheriff attempted to answer ~:::::r: 
them, but was obliged to grant a postponement until the nex.t the next 

• , county court. 
county court, that in the meantime they Inight lay the klDg s 
command before their lords. He learned, however, that if 
Henry, in a visit which he was shortly to make ro York, should 

. call together the magnates, and make the proposal in form, it 
would be accepted j if the justiciar recommended compulsion he 
Was ready to employ it. 

1 Rot. Claus. i. 437 j Select Charters, p. 353. • Royal Letters, i. 151. 

VOL. n. Q 
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The case is perhaps exceptional: the Yorkshire·barons would 
ordinarily have been consulted before the question of collection 
could arise; but the event clearly proves that the county court 
claimed a right to examine the authority under which the tax 
was demanded, and to withhold payment until the question :was 

W?l'COIlter- answered. The county court of Worcester thus declined to pay 
~':9r;fuses the illega.l exaction of the eighth in 12971. The knights who 

were summoned in 1254 to the parliament could scarcely have 
done more. It is however certain that in 1220 the sovereign. 
authority had been given to the grant before the writ was 
issued. The county court therefore, in its greatest force, was 
far from the independent position of an assembly of provincial 
estates. 

16) A ...... of 210. It might be inferred, as a corollary from these fa!!ts, 
the counties 
to the king. that the several county courts had the power of directly ap-

proaching the king as communities from a very early period . 
.Ail the crown recognised thei~ corporate character by consulting 
them through inquests, and taxing them as consolidated bodies, 
they must have had, through their sheriffs or through chosen 
representatives, the right of approaching the crown by petition 
or of negotiating for privileges by way of fine. There is suf
ficient proof that they did so from time to time, just as the 
several town communities and the ecclesiastical bodies did. 
When the men of Cornwall agreed by fine with John, that their 
county should be disafforesteJ. and they should elect their own 
sheriff l

; whe~ the men of Devon, Dorset, and Somerset treated 
for the same or the like privileges with John and Henry III, 
the negotiation mayor may not have been carried on through 

1 See above, p. 14~. The p~Bage is curious and important: • Seno 
kaIendas Octobris, cum ministri regis exigerent sextam partem infra bur
gum bonorum omnium et octavam extra burgum, responsum £nit eis per 
eomitatum, "rex Renricna aIiquandopromisit communitati regDi.quod liber
tates magnae cartae et forestae concederet et confirmaret si daretur ei quinta 
decima quam tunc petebat, Bed pecunia accepta libertates tradidit obli- . 
vioni. Ideo quando habuerimna libertatum saisinam gratis dabimus pecu- . 
niam nominatam in.. Ann. Wigorn. p. 53+ In 130~ the sheriff of Lincoln 
is ordered to assemble the taxors and collectors of the fifteenth, and the 
knights and others of his county •• quos praemuniendos esse videris,' to 
the next county court, to meet the king's officers; ParI. Writs, i. 403. 

I Above, p. 81 7. 



xv.] Commcm action of the Shire,. 227 

the sheriff; it must have been initiated and authorised by the 
county court. So likewise with petitions: in the parliament 
of 1218 the county of Chester petitions, as 'Ia commune de 
Cestresire,' for the usages which it enjoyed before it fell into 
the king's hands 1. After th~ consolidation of the parliamentary 
system such memorials became more frequent, and were no 
doubt presented by the knights of the shire. 

211. The communities of cities and boroughs, the organisa- ADlI.logy of 
. h' h' ". .. sed h hI thetoWD Cions ,w IC m IOrelgn constitutions compo t e woe estate oommunities 

f h · . f al d ·th with tho o t e commons, present pomts 0 an ogy an contrast WI ahires. 

the county communities, uuder both of the heads just noticed. 
Being in their origin sections of the shire, and lying locally 
within the area of the shire, they retain for the most part 
the same constituent elements and the same administrative 
functions which were common to them and the shire before their 
separation. Trained throughout their subsequent history on a 
plan of privilege and exemption, exposed far more than the 
shires to the intrusion of foreign elements and foreign sym
pathies, and open to the influx of the political ideas which came 
in along with the trade of the foreign merchants, they were 
subject to internal jealousies and class divisions, of which there 
are fewer traces in the counties, where the local interests of 
the great lords were the chief dividing causes. Any complete Difficulty of 

generalisation upon the constitutional history of the towns is fio':.o~ 
impossible for this reason, that this history does not start from head. 

one point or proceed by the same stages. At the time at which 
they began to take a share in the national counsels through 
their representatives, the class of towns contained communities 
in every stage of development, andjn each stage of development 
constituted on different- principles. Hence, by the way, arose 
the anomalies and obscurities as to the nature of the con
stituencies, which furnished matter of deliberation to the House 
of Commons for manY" centuries, and only ended with the 

1 Rot. Part i. 6. In 1300 Edward summoned seven knights from each 
of the ridinga of Y orkahire to meet the barons of the Exchequer. at. Y or~, 
• Buper quibusdam negotiis noa et communitatem comitatus praedictl apecl
aliter tangentibua tractaturlj' Paz-I. Writs, i. 86. ' 

Q2 
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Reform Act of 1832, The varieties of later usage were based 
on the condition in which the borough found itself when it 
began to be represented, according as the local constitution was 
for the mozqent guided by the court leet, the burgage holders, 
the general body of householders, the local magistrates or land-=ty of lords, the merchant guild, or the like. Of these points some

tho question, thing may be said when we reach the subject of the suffrage; it 
is noticed here in order to show that the obscurity of the subject 
is not a mere result of our ignorance or of the deficiency of 
record, but of a confusion of usages which was felt at the time 
to be capable of no general treatment; a confusion which, like 
that arising from the connexion between tenure and repre
sentation, prevailed from the very 'first, and occasioned actual 
disputes ages before it began to puzzle the constitutional 
lawyers. 

I. Oon.t.itu- 212. I. We look in vain then for any uniform type of city or 
tion of the 
towns and borough court which answers to the county court 1: in one 
tbeir oourt& town the town-meeting included all householders, in another 

all who paid scot and lot-analogous to the modern ratepayers 
-in another the owners of burgages, in another the members 
of the merchant guild or trade guilds: every local history 
supplies evidence of the existence of a variety of such courts, 

(a) Ono cIasa with conflicting and -co-ordinate jurisdictions. Roughly, how-
undorclooo - d"d h' I h' hi h th oorporatiuna; ever, we may lVl e t em mto two c asses, t ose In w c e 
~:.i!~~ local administration was carried on by a ruling body of magis
and f"""tir. trates or magnates, and those in which it remained in the hands orgaulSa on. 

of the townspeople in general; the former being the type of 
the larger aml more ancient municipalities, the latter that of 
the smaller towns and of those whose corporate character was 
simpler and newer I. In London and the other great towns 

1 This was the case in France also, where similar questions arise u.s to 
the eelctions to the States General; Boutaric,pp. 20, 21. 

• Thus in 1245, the magnates of London elected one person as sheriff, 
'quidam de vulgo' chose another; Lib. de Antt. Legg. p. II; in 1249, 
when the justices wished to negotiate with the mayor and aldermen, 
• universus populus contradixit non permittens illOB sine tota communa 
inde aliquid tractare,' ibid. p. 16; in 1254 the whole communa po.ssed 
several by-laws, p. 20; in 1255 the citi2ens refused to pay queen-gold, -
p. 23; in 1257 the alderman and four men of each ward met the council in-
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which in the reign of Edward I much more nearly rivalled 
London than they do now, there was a doubt whether the 
jurisdiction of the magistrates were not, so far as it touched 
questions of finance and general politics, a usurped jurisdiction. 
And this division of opinion caused the tumults which arose PoHtic&l 

in the capital, on the right of the magistrates to determine the ~~~Ieo 
incidence of taxation, and to elect the mayor, to the exclusion ~~ 
of the general body of the citizens. Of these disputes the reign ~r:,·ral 
of Henry III furnishes a continuous record, the divisions being inhabitant., 

complicated by the political affinities of their leaders as royalists 
or as ~embers of the baronial party 1. And this feeling could 
not be confined to London; something of the kind was felt 
everywhere except in those small towns where the more ancient 
type of moot and court still retained its efficiency. 

213. n. .As there were many types of town constitution n. Variaty 
. . th· d fof pow .... eXisting at e same time, BO too there were many egrees 0 '":,,d f~nc-

completeness of functions. Some were almost independent-re-::,~n 
publics, Bome mere country townships that had reached' the 
stage at which they compounded severally for their ferm, but 
were in all other respects under the influence of the sheriff and 

. the county court. There were, however, Bome points in which- Fnnctions of 

London with sheriffs and a shire constitution of its own being :::"th!:=.. 
perhaps the only exception-the sheriff and the county court 
still reviewed or incorporated the town constitution. 

In matters of jurisdiction, the towns, however completely 
organised, could not exclude the itinerant justices, whose court 
being the shiremoot involved the recognition 'of the sheriff. 

the Exchequer, and discussed the question whether the assessm?nt of 
tallage ought to be made by the mayor ahd other officers, or ' per Vll'OS ad . 
hoc per totem communamelec~~ e~ juratos,' p. 33 __ In 1263 a. pop~~ 
ma.yor 'ita. nutriera.t populum ClVltatis, quod vocantes Be communa.m CIVl

ta.ti. habuera.nt prima.m vocem in civitate;' on all matters of business he 
.aid to them 'vulti. vos ita. 1ia.t,' they replied' Ya., ya.,' a.nd it wa.s done, 
the a.ldermen a.nd magna.tes not being consulted; p. 55. In up there 
was a. struggle between the magna.tes a.nd 'ille populus vocans se commu-
nem civita.tis,' a.bout the election ofma.yor; P.153. • 

1 So it is rema.rked by the French writ":,, referred .to a.bov~, Boutanc 
a.nd Picot, that the universal Buffrage prevailed more ill the !,,~le8 prtoo
tales than in the communes; the former being the towns a.dmimstere~ by 
a. royal bailiff or pra.epositus, the la.ttar being independent corpora.tlons, 
where the luff rage wa.s exercised by the magistra.tes. 
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Hence in the general summons of the county court before those 
officers the boroughs were ordered to send twelve burghers to 
represent the general body 1. 

(.) View of In the measures for the conservation of the peace, the sherift' 
lliemms , 
under the had orders to enforce the observance of watch and ward, to 
~~tch forbid tournaments and other occasions of riot, and to examine 

into the observance of the Assize of Arms, not only in the 
geldable or open townships of the shire, but in the cities and 
boroughs as well -. The details of the system were carried out 
by the local officers; the great towns elected their own coroners, 
mayors, bailiffs and constables, but they were under view of the 
sherift'o 

~~foroe The military contingents of the towns, composed of the men 
~llBth:n~::", sworn under the Assize of Arms, were also led by the sheriffs : 
the aherilt these contributions to the national force being, except in the 

case of a few large towns, too small to form a separate 
organised body. 

't .. s. 6) In point of direct dealing with the crown, whether in the 
ne:;:!' .. tion executive measures resulting from reform, in fiscal negotiations, 
ofthetowna • t . hiht k h" ffin .. with the or m ransactlOns w c 00 t e lorm 0 e or petItIOn, every 
crown.. town, as indeed every individual, had a distinct and recognised . 

right to act; and these points, which serve in regard to the 
counties to show the corporate unity of the community, and 
therefore require illustration in relation to that point, need 
no further treatment here. 

Were the 
toWDB to he 
treated as 
partBof the 
.bizer 

Under these- circumstances, we can well imagine that Simon 
de Montfort and Edward I, when they determined to call the 
town communities to their parliaments, may have hesitated 
whether to treat them as part of the shire communities or as 
independent bodies. Earl Simon adopted the latter course, 
which was perhaps necessary under the local divisions of the 
moment: as he summoned out of the body of the baronage only 
those on whom he could rely, so he selected the. towns which . 
were to be represented, and addressed his summons directly to 

1 Select Charters, p. 358; above, p. 219. . 
. I Select Charters, pp. 363, 371. • Vicecomites ••• circumeant comitatus 
SUOB d,e hundredo in hundredum. et civitates et burgOB;' P.371. 
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the magistrates of those towns 1. And this plan was adopted by 
Edward I on one of the first occasions on which he called the 
borough representatives together ". But when the constitution 
took its final form, a form which was in thorough accordance 
with the growth of the national spirit and system, it was found 
more convenient tQ treat them as portions of the counties; the Writs for 

writ for the election was directed to the sheriff, and the formal ~~~! 
election of the borough members, as well as that of knights of=ri: .. 
the shire, was completed in the county court. Thus the inclusion 
of the boroughs in the national system was finally completed in 
and through the same process by which the general representa-
tion of the three estates was insured. 
. The towns of England, neither by themselves nor in conjunc- The English 

tion with.the shires, ever attempted before the seventeenth cen- ~~'W!::'ta~ 
tury to act alone in convention like the Scottish boroughs, or in organisation. 

confederation like the German leagues. The commons ·had no 
separate assembly, answering to the convocation oUhe clergy or 
the great council of the baronage. In 1296, however, Edward 
summoned representative burghers from the chief towns to meet 
first at Bury and afterWards at Berwick to advise on the new 
constitution of the latter town; and this plan may have been 
occasionally adopted for other purposes 8. 

2U. ill. We have now to link together very succinctly them. Early 

several cases in which, before the year 1295, the representative ;""":'u.
principle entered into the composition of the parliaments; the tion. 

political causes and other phenomena of which have been treated 
in the last chapter. From the year 12 I 5 onwards, in the total Ob~urity 
deficiency of historical evidence, we can only conjecture that the ~=~2~e to 

national council, when it contained members over and above 1254-

those who were summoned by special writ as barons, comprised 
such minor members of the body of tenants-in-chief as found it 
convenient or necessary to obey the general summons which was 
prescribed, for the purpose of granting special aids,. by the 
fourteenth article of the charter. These would be more or less 

1 Foedera, i. 449; Select Charters, P.415. 
• In U83; above, 'p. I21; Select Charters, p. 476• 
• ParI. Writs. i. 49. 51. Cf. p. 164, above. 
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numerous on occasion, but would have no right or title to 
represent the commons; they attended simply by virtue of their 
tenure. When Matthew Paris describes a parliament of 1246 
as containing the 'generalis universitas' of the clergy and 
knighthood of the kingdom, his words, suggestive as they are, 
cannot be safely understood as implying representation 1. 

Summons of The year 1254 then is the first date at which the royal writs 
knights of 
tho shiN in direct the election and attendance in parliament of two knights 
J254· • • 

from each 8hrre: the occaSIOn being the granting of an aid in 
money to be sent to the king in Gascony, and the parliament 
being called by the queen and the earl of Cornwall in the belief 
that, as the bishops had refused to grant money without con
sulting the beneficp.d clergy, the surest way to obtain it from the 
laity was to call an assembly on which the promise of a renewal 
of the charters would be likely to produce the effect desired i. 

No I'8l!ro- • There is no reason to suppose that the counties were represented 
oontotiOD m • h . h fi li 
U58 or 1259' e1t er ill t erst par ament of 1258 S or in the Oxford parlia-

ment of the same year, or that the knights who brought up the 
complaints of the shires to the October parliament were elected 
as representatives to take part in that parliament, or that the 
'bacheleria,' which in 1259 took Edward for its spokesman, was 
the collective representation of the shires. The provisionary 
government which lasted from 1258 to 1264 restricted rather 
than extended the limits of the taxing and deliberative council. 

1 M. Paris, iv. 557: 'In parla.mento regis ubi congregata. fuera.t totius 
regni ta.m cieri qua.m militia.e genera.lis universita.s.' It is however ob
servable tha.t this is 'pa.rla.mentum genera.lissimum;' ib. p. 518. 

• Above, p. 69. That the knighto of the shire assembled on this occasion 
represented the minor tenants-in-chief seems to be too lightly admitted by 
Halla.m, Middle Ages, iii. 19; apparently on the argument of the Lords' 
Committee, i. 95. There is nothing in the writ that so limits their cha
racter; Select Charters, p. 376. 

• There were knights at the first parlia.ment, but apparently summoned 
for local business only. The question turns on the meaning of a writ of 
expenses, dated Nov. 4, 1358, for four knights of Northumberland who had 
attended at Westminster a month after Easter: similar writs were issued 
for Yorkshire. Lincolnshire, H untingdonshire, and N orthamptonshire ; 
Lords' Report. i. 463; ii. 5. 7. It is however certain from the form of the 
writ 'pro quibusda.m negotiis communitatem totius comitatus pra.edicti 
tangentibus' that the summons was not a parliamentary one; in that case 
the form is • super diversis negotiis nos et populum regni nostri specia.liter 
tangentibus,' or some siInilar expression; ParI. Writs, i. 85. 
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In the .intervening struggle however both parties had recourse to lUng and 

the system of representation: in u6x the baronial leaders sum-l:.":'::z6~P' 
moned three knights of each shire to a conference at S. Alban's, 
and the king retaliated by directing the same knights to attend 
his parliament at Windsor1. In 1264, immediately after the Two 

battle of Lewes, Simon summoned four knights of each shire to a Ef~:n: 
parliament at London 2, and in the December of the same year Montfort. 

he called together the more famous assembly, to which not only 
knights of the shire were summoned by writs addressed to the 
sheriffs, but two discreet and lawful representatives from the 
cities and boroughs were summoned by writs addressed to the 
magistrates of the several communities s. It is not impossible that Poeaibl ....... 

H III I S· h d . ofrep ..... n-enry , or ear Imon, may ave summone representatIves tation ill 

f h h h 
1265 and 

o t e commons, w en e summoned proctors for the cathedral 1267. 

chapters', to the parliament at Winchester which was to have 
been held in June 1265. The preamble to the statute of 
Marlborough in 1267 states that the king had called to parlia-
ment the more discreet men of the realm, 'tam de majoribus 
quam de minoribus G,' -the discretion, which was the peculiar 
qualification of the knights of the shire, affording a presumption 
that they were present. In 1269, at the great court held for 

I Above, p. 87. • Above, p. 93. 
I Above, p. 96. The fact that the peculiar constitution of this parlia

ment did not attract the notice of the historians has led to the conclusion 
that borough representation was not such a novelty as to call for much 
remauk at the time; see Edin. Rev. vol. xxxv. p. 38. As however there 
is no real evidence of any summons of the boroughs before this time, there 
seems little reason to question that this was the first occasion. The case 
of S. Alban's, in which in the reign of Edward II the burghers claimed 
a right of sending two members to parliament in discharge of all service 
due to the crown, as customary in the days of Edward I and his pro
genitors (see Brady. Introduction, p. 38; Ha.llam, Middle Ages, iii. 29), 
and that of Barnstsple (see Ha.llam, iii. 32), where, in the 18th of Ed
ward III, the burghers a.lleged a lost charter of Athelstsn to support their 
claim to representation, need not be discussed. They were both cases of 
imposture, got up with the intention of escaping from the servioes due to 
the lords of the towns, the abbot of S. Alban's and the lord Audley; and 
the S. Alban's claim was part of a great effort, which lasted for more than 
half a century, to throw off the authority of the abbey; see Vitae Abb. 
S. Alb. (ed. Riley), ii. 156 sq. 

• Select Charters, P.418. The assembly, ca.lled on May 15 for June I, 
was of course prevented by the outbreak of the war. See above, p. 98, 
note 3. 

• Statutes, p. 19. 
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the translation of S. Edward the Confessor, attended by all the 
magnates, were present also the more powerful men of the cities 
and boroughs; but, when the ceremony was over, the king pro
ceeded to hold a parliament with the barons 1, and the citizens 

_ and burghers can only be supposed to have been invited guests, 

Great 
coDvention 
in :1273. 

First 
Parliament 
of 1275-

Second 
Parliament 
of 1275. 

such as attended, by nomination of the sheriffs, at the coronations 
and other great occasions i. In 1273 we find a more important 
illustration of the growth of the custom: at Hilary-tide a great 
convocation of the whole realm was held to take the oath of 
fealty to Edward I, and to maintain the peace of the realm: 
'thither came archbishops and bishops, earls and barons, abbots 
and priors, and from each shire four knights and from each city 
four citizens so' This assembly was, in its essence if not in its 
form, a parliament, and acted as the common council of the 
kingdom. The preamble of the statute of Westminster passed 
in the first parliament of 1275 declares the assent of arch
bishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, and the com
munity of the land thereunto summoned'; an assertion which 
distinctly implies, besides the magnates, the attendance of a 
body which can hardly have been other than the knights, 
though not necessarily elected representatives. In the second 
parliament of that year we have direct record of the presence of 
elected knights of the shire; it was summoned for the purpose 
of raising money, an occasion on which it was expedient that 
the counties should be represented, and the recent discovery of 
the writ by which the election was ordered may tend to show 
the probability that the usage was being regularly adopted. 
At any rate the first parliament at which Edward asked for 
a general contribution was a representative parliament 6. Mter 

1 Ann. Wykes, pp. 226, 227. -
• Thus for the coronation of Edward II, the sheriffs were ordered, , et 

milites, cives, burgenses ac alios de comitatu praedicto, quos fore videris 
invitsndos, ut dictis die et loco solempnizationi praedictae personliliter . 
intersint, ex parte nostra. facias invitari j' Food. ii. 28. . 

• Ann. Winton, p. Il3. • Statutes, i. 26. 
6 The writ for this election was discovered a few years ago in the 

search made preparatory to the Return of Members' names ordered by 
the House of Commons and published in A.u~ 1879. It is so very 
'interesting and important that it is here given entire:-

, Edwardus Dei Gratia Rex Angliae dominus Hiberniae et dux Aqui-
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12 15 the earlier obscurity and uncertainty recur. In 12 7 8 the Parliament 

atatute of Gloucester was enacted with the assent of the most r!r?louceo
discreet, • ausi bien les greindres cum les meiudres 1: In 1282 Councils of 

the two provincial councils of Northampton and York con- ~:~~ and 

tained four knights of each shire and two representatives of 
each city and borough I. In 1283 the parliament of Shrewsbury 
comprised representatives of twenty-one selected towns separately 
Bummone<l as in 1265, aud two knights of each shire s. In Parliaments 

1290 two knights of each shire attended the Westmin~ter parlia- ~d2r.9S~2940 
ment '; in 1294 four I; and in 1295 two knights from each shire, 
two citizens from each city, and two burghers from each borough 8. 

The last date, 1295, m~y be accepted as fixing finally the La~r. 
right of shire and town representation, although for a few ~r;:.0D8 
years the system admits of some modifications. The great ~=:u~. 
councils of the baronage are sometimes, until the writs of sum-
mons are examined, almost indistinguishable from the parlia-
ments; they are in fact a permanent survival from the earlier 
system. But evea in the parliaments proper there were, as we 
shall see, a variety of minute i~egularities, such for i~stance as 
the summoning to the parliament of Lincoln of the representa-
tives who had sat in the preceding parliament, and in 1306 of 
one representative from the smaller boroughs; but such anoms.-. 
lies only illustrate the still tender growth of the new system. 
The parliament of 1295 differed, so far as we know, from all 

tanniae vicecomiti Kanciae sa.lutem. Cum praelatis at magnatibus regni 
nostri mandaverimus ut ipsi parliamento nostro, quod apud WeBtmonas-
terium in quindena Sancti Michaelis proxime futora tenebimus, Domino 
ooncedente, intersint ad tractandum nobiscum tam super atatum regni 
nostri quam auper quibusdam negotiia noatria quae eia exponemus ibidem, 
et expediena sit quod duo milites de oomitatu praedicto de discretioribus et 
legalioribul militibus ejusdem comitatus intersint eidem parliamento, ex 
c&usis praedictis tibi praecipimus quod in pleno comitatu tuo de assensu 
ejusdem oomitatus eligi facias dictos duos milites et eOB ad nos usque 
Westmonaaterium pro oommuuitate dicti comitatus venire facias ad dictum 
diem ad tractandum nobiscum et cum praedictis praelatis et magnatibus 
IUper negotiis praedictis. Et hoc nen omittas. Teste me ipso apud Cestr. 
primo die Septembris anno regui nostri tertio. • • 

• DoBS. Nomina militum qui eliguntur eundum ad parlementum Donum 
regis in quindena Sancti Michaelis apud Weatm. 

~ Fulco Peyforer. 
~ Henrlcus de Apuldrefeud,' 

I Statutes, i. 45. I Above, p. u9. • Above, p. IZI • 

• Above, p.126. • Above, p. 133. • Above, P·13+ 
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that had preceded it, and was a precedent for all 'time to come, 
worthy of the principle which the king had enunciated in the 
writ of summons. The writs for assembling the representative~ 
are addressed to the sheriffs; they direct the election not only 
of the knights but of citizens and burghers; the return to the 
writ is not merely as in 1265 and 1283 the reply ofthe separate 
towns but of the county courts, in which the final stage of the 
elective process is transacted; and the parliament that results 
contains a concentration of the persons and powers of the 
shiremoot. In that assembly, on great occasions, the towns had 
appeared by their twelve burghers, now they appear, by their 
bailiffs or otherwise, to make their return to the sheriff, who 
thereup'on makes his report to the government. 

The name of 215. In thus tracing the several links which connect the 
parliament 1· f . h h f d b notrestrictodpar lament 0 1295 Wit t ose 0 1265 an 1254, we must e 
:'':.t':; content to understand by the name of parliament all meetings 
.... omblies. of the national council called together in the form that was usual 

at the particular time. We must not take olir definition from 
the later legal practice and refuse the name to those assemblies 
which do not in all points answer to that definition. After 
l295 it is otherwise; that year established the precedent, and 
although, in the early years that follow, exceptional practices 
may be found, it may be fairly questioned whether any assembly 
afterwards held is entitled to the name and authority of par
liament which does not in the minutest particulars of summons, 
{lonstitution, and formal dispatch of business, answer to 'the 
model then established. This rule, however, was not at once 
recognised, and for many years both the terminal sessions of the 
king's ordinary council, and the occasional assemblies of the 
magnum concilium of prelates, baroDs and councillors, which we 
bavonoticed as a great survival of the older system, share with 
the constitutional assembly of estates the name of parliament 1. 

1 For example, the summons to the council 'called for Sept, 30,1297, is 
entitled • de pa.rliamento tenendo :' in 1299 a writ • de pa.rliamento te
nendo,' dated Sept. aI, is addressed only to the archbishop of Canterbury, 
five bishops, four ea.rls. and five others. barons of the council; Lords' 
Report, App. pp. 87. III. On the other hand the great council of the. 
barons called at Salisbury, Feb. 5, 1297. is entitled • de pa.rliamento 
tenendo apud Sa.risburiam j' Ibid. p. 77. 
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216. Before proceeding to inquire into the powers of the By whom 

body thus composed, we have to meet the natural question, who :';'..!':
were the electors of the representative members 1 On anY::1 
equitable theory of representation, the elected representatives 
represent those members of the body politic who have not the 
right of appearing personally in the assembly, and they are 
elected by the persons whom they represent. The knights of 
the shire represented the community of the shire which was 
intermediately represented by the county court; the repre
sentatives of the towns represented the community of the 
several towns intermediately represented by their agents in the 
county court. The two cases must be considered separately . 

. It is most probable, on the evidence of records, on the analo- Election of 
. f . d h . f I knight.. of gtes 0 representative usage, an on t e testImony 0 ater facts, tho shire. 

that the knights of the shire were elected by the full county 
court. The institution of electing representative knights for 
local purposes was in active operation for nearly eighty years 
before such representatives were summoned to parliament; 
those earlier elections were made by the full county court; and 
in the writs ordering the parliamentary elections no words are 
contained which restrict the liberty heretofore exercised. The Krugh1ll 

k 'h I h'l ol_by four DIg ts e ected under the eighteent artIc e of Magna tho obire. 

Carta, to assist the itinerant justices in taking recognitions, are ~=. 
elected per comitatum t: the county court which attended the 
itinerant justices was, as we have seen, of the fullest possible 
character 2. The twelve knights chosen to inquire into the 
forest abuses, under the forty· eighth article s, are chosen 'per 
probos homines comitatus,' and in the first county court after 
the issue of the writ *. The two knights, collectors of the 
carucage of 1220, are elected 'de voluntate et cons,ilio omnium 
de comitatu in pleno comitatu ".' The four knights of the shire 
summoned to meet the sheriffs in 1226 are to be chosen in the 

I Select Charters, p. 299. . • Above, p. 215· 
• Select Charters, p. 302: 'qui debent eligi per proboB homines ejusdem 

comitatus.' 
•• Qui eligentur de ipso comitatu, in primo comitatu qui tenebitur post 

Bnsceptionem litterarum istarum j' Select Charters, p. 307. 
• Select Charters, p. 352. 
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county court by·the knights and good men of the county 1. In 
1254 the knights summoned to grant an aid are described as 
• four lawful and discreet knights of the aforesaid counties, that 
is to say, two of the one county and two of the other, whom the 
same counties shall choose for the purpose to represent all and 
singular of the same counties 9.' The knights summoned to the 
first parliament of Simon de Montfort are chosen 'per assensum 
ejusdem comitatu.s 8.' In 12 75 the sheriff is instructed to cause 
the election of two knights in full county court and by assent of 
the same connty'. In 1282 he is ordered to send four knights 
from each county • having full power to act for the communities 
of the same counties Go' In 1283 he is directed to cause two 
knights to be chosen in each county, to attend the king on 
behalf of the community of the same county 8. In 1290 the 
knights are described as elected from the more discreet and 
able, and as having full power for themselves and the whole 
community of the counties 7. In 1294 and 1295 the quali
ficationand authorisation are stated in the same wo·rds 8. 

There is then no restriction on the common and prescriptive 
:,rn~t!"of usage of the county court. Nor does any such restriction 
::.::.'!t' appear in the extant returns of the sheriffs in 1290 and 1295 '. 

Nor in the In 12 90 the knights are described as elected • per assensum 
~~'!.~~ totiuB comitatus,' or 'per totam communitatem,' or 'in pleno 

comitatu;' in 1295 the knights for Lancashire are elected 

1 C In proximo comitatu dicas militibuB et probis hqminibus bailliae tuae, 
quod quatuor de legalioribus et discretioribus militibus ex se ipsis eligant;' 
Select Charters, p. 357. 

• C Tibi districte praecipimus, quod praeter omnes praedictos venire facias 
coram consilio nostro apud Westmonasterium in quindena Paschae proximo 
futuri, quatuor legales et discretos milites de comitatibus praedictis quos 
iidem comitatus ad hoc elegerint, vice omnium et singulorum eorundem 
comitatuum, videlicet duos de uno comitatu et duos de alio, ad providen
dum, una cum militibus aliorum comitatuum quos ad eundem diem vocari 
fecimus. quale aux:ilium nobis in tanta necessitate impendere voluerint ; , 
Select Charters, p. 376; Lords' Reports, App. p. 13. 

S Foed. i. 443; Select Charters, p. 413. 
• See above, p. 234, note 5. . 
I Select Charters, p. 465; ParI. Writs, i. 10. 
e Select Charters, p. 468 i ParI. Writs, i. 16. 
, Select Charters, p. 477 i Lords' Report, App. p. 54· 
• Select Charters, pp. 481, 486. Compare the writs of the 28th and 34th 

years i ParI. Writs, i. 84, 167. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 21-240 38,40, 41. 
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• per consensull1 totius comitatus;' those for Oxf'ordshire and 
Berkshire • per assensum communitatis ;' those for Dorset and 
Somerset, • per communitatem' and' in plenis comitatibus.' 
In 1298 the knights for Cornwall are elected' per totam com
munitatem j' those for Dorset, Somerset and Hertford 'in pleno 
comitatu per totam communitatem I j' the diversity of form 
in the several returns serving to prove the uniformity of the 
usage. 

Analogous examples may be taken from the elEiction of Analogy of 
• the election 

coroner and conservator, and from the pracbce of the eccle- of corone ... 

siastical assemblies, in which the representative theory is in- ::t::~, 
troduced shortly before it finds its way into parliament j anel eervatora. 

these instsnces are the more convincing because the continuity 
and uniformity of practice has never been questioned. The 
writ for the election of coroners orders it to be done 'in pleno 
comitatu per &Ssensum totius comitatus1j' the election of ver-
derers is made 'convocato toto comitatu,' 'per. eundem comi-
tatum 8 j' the election of conservator is made' in pleno comitatu 
de &Ssensu ejusdem comitatus ,.' The election of proctors for 
the clergy is made, as it is hardly necessary to say, by the whole 
of the beneficed clergy of each archdeaconry. 

The later modifications of the right of election belong to Ro~~ • 
• •• decnnons m 

a further stage of our mqUlnes; but we may adduce now the favour of tho 

answer made by Edward III in 1376 to a petition that the~UDtY 
knights should be elected by com~on choice from G the best men 
of the county, and not certified by the sheriff alone without 

I ParI. Writs, i. 70, 7+ . 
• • Praecipimus tibi quod in pleno comitatu Wigorniae per asseusum 

~tius comitatus eIigi facias de fidelioribus et discretioribus militibus de 
comitatu • • • duos coronatores j' Rot. Claus. i. "P4 j cf. pp. ,419, 463, 
506, 522• 

S 'Praecipimus tibi quod sine dilatione convocato comitatu tuo statim 
per eundem comitatum e1igi facias unum de legalioribus et discretioribus 
militibus ••• qui melius esse possit viridarius j' Rot. Claus. i. 409 j cf. 
pp •. po, 493, 497. 

• 'Tunc in pleno comitatu tuo de assensu· ejusdem comitatus et de con
silio Simonis de Wintoma ••• eligi facias unum a1ium de fidelibus regis;' 
8th March, 1387 • ParI. Writs, i. 390. 

• 'Par commun election de lee meillours .gentz des ditz counteez!' Rot. 
Part ii. 355. It is clear that the' de lea 'means the body from whi~h the 
choice was made;. see Rietz, Gesehichte dee Wahlrechts zum Enghschen 
Parlament, p. 38, where the danger of a mistake is carefully pointed out, 
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due election. The king replied that they should be elected by 
the common assent of the whole county 1; in 1372, when a 
proposition was made to prevent the choice of lawyers, he 
ordered that the election should be made in full county court I. 
These replies, made within a century of the introduction of the 
usage, seem to be conclusive as to the theory of election. 

We must not, however, suppose that this theory was uni
versally understood, or generally accepted, or that it was not 
in practice limited by some very strong restrictions. 

It seems almost unquestioned that the national assemblies 
between 1215 and 1295 were composed on the principle stated 
in the fourteenth article of the charter, and thus contained 
a considerable number of minor tenants-in-chief attending in 
obedience to the general summons; it might then not un
reasonably be contended that the new element of the repre
sentative knights was a substitute for those 'minor tenants, and 
so that the knights of the shire represented not the body of 
the county but simply the tenants-in-chief below the rank of 
baron. If this were the case, the assembly by which the 
election was made would not be the full county court; the 
electors would be the tenants-in-chief, not the whole body of 
suitors; and t,he new system, instead of being an expedient 
by ,which the co-operation of all elements of the people might 
be secured for common objects, would simply place the power 
of legislation and taxation in the hands of a body constituted 
on the principle of tenure s. It has been accordingly supposed 
that the court summoned for the election was not the court 
leet of the county, at which all residents were obliged to 
attend, but the court baron, composed of persons ,?wing suit 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 355: 'Ie roi voet q'iIs soient esluz par commune assent 
c'l.e tout Ie Contee.· , 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 310. . 
• This appears to be the theory of the Lords' Report on the dignity of 

a Peer, to which only a general reference need here be given. The Lords 
however confess that it is involved in very great obscurity. It was the 
theory of Blackstone, Brady, and Carte; Prynne on the other hand main
tained that the knights were elected in full county by and for the whole 
county; Regist. ii. p. 50; and this view is followed by Hallam, Middle 
Ages, iii. J9, ,216-219. ' 
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and service to the king, and excluding the tenants of mesne 
lords I. To this must be objected that there is no authority:nus th!"'JJ: 

for drawing at this period any such distinction between tRe ::1l::~ .... 
two theoretical characters of the county court', and that it 
is impossible that an election known to be made by a mere 
fraction could be said to be the act of the whole community, 
or to be transacted 'in pleno comitatu.' H such, moreover, 
were the case, the whole body of mesne tenants who were not 
included in the town population would be represented in par~ 
liament by their feudal lords, or, if their lords were below the 
degree of barony, would be unrepresented altogether. But it is op~ fA> 

the policy of 
was certainly opposed to the policy of the crown, from the the crown ; 

very date of the Conquest, that the feudal lords should stand 
in Buch a relation to their vassals, although from time to time 
they had assumed it, and the assumption had been tacitly ad-
mitted. And it is impossible to suppose that Edward I, who and irrecon
• h .. I h cileable with m so many ot er ways showed his determInatIOn to pace t e the other 

whole body of. freeholders on a basis of equality, exclusive Of~":'=I~f 
the question of tenure, should have instituted a system which 
would draw the line more hardly and sharply than ever between 
the two classes. These considerations would seem to be con-
clusive as to the original principle on which the institution was 
founded. But the facts that questions did arise very early on YetquestioDS'. 

the point, that the doctrines of tenure more and more in-= :;'":n 
fluenced the opinions of constitutional lawyers, and that there tbiB. 

was always a class among the barons who would gladly have 
seen the commons reduced to entire dependence on the lords, 
have led to much discussion, and perhaps the question may 
never be quite satisfactorily decided. 

As the knights of the shire received wages during their at~ 
tendance in parliament, it was fair that those persons who 

I Lords' Report, i. 149, 150. This view. which need not be here re
argued, was by anticipation refuted by Mr. Allen in the Edinburgh 
Review, vol. xxvi. pp. 341-347 j on the ground that ,the vavassores of t~e 
barons, the mesne tenants, are spoken of as attending the courts, both In 

the charters of Henry I (above, vol. i. p. 393). and in the 'Extenta. 
Manerii' of the reign of Edward I j Statutes, i. 242 • 

• Hallam, Middle Ages. iii. 317. 
VOL. II. R 
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How far does were excluded from the election should be exempt from con-
the question .. 
of w_ tribution to the wages. To many of the smaller freeholders 
paid to the • 
knighiB of the exemption from payment would be far more valuable than 
:n~ the the privilege of voting; and the theory that the knights re
question Y presented only the tenants-in-chief would be recommended by 

Exemption 
claimed for 

a. strong argument of self-interest. The claim of exemption 
was urged on behalf of the mesne tenants in general, on behalf 
of the tenants in socage. in the county of Kent, as against the 
tenants by knight service, and on behalf of the tenants of land 
in ancient demesne of the croWD 1. In the last of these three 

teDa.niB in cases the exemption was occasionally admitted, for, as the 
::::'':'''e croWD retained the power of tallaging such tenants without 
teDa.niB, and I . Ii h . h ha h ~or ~ts consu ling par ament, t ey were Wit out s re in t e repre-
JD anCIent • S • - h" . . di 'd d dem8BD8. sentation. All to t e two Jormer cases, opmlons were VI e 

. at a very early period, and petitions for a. legal decision were 
presented in many parliaments from the reign of Edward III 
to that of Henry VIII. The petitions of the commons generally 
express their desire that the expenses should be levied from the 
whole of the commons of the county, a. desire which is in itself 
sufficient to show that no exemption could be urged on the 

:Z:!:.:~ ground of non-representation s. The reiteration of the petition 
~~ lihows that it met with some opposition, which must have pro
. uemptlOD& ceeded from those lords who retained the idea that they repre

The crown 
decidea ill 
favour of 
CUltom.. 

sented their tenants, and were anxious to maintain the hold 
upon them which that idea implied. The crown as constantly 
avoids a judicial decision, and orders that· the nsage customary 
in the particular case shall be maintained. This hesitation on 
the part of the government in several successive reigns may 
have arisen from a desire to avoid a quarrel with either estate, 
but more probably proceeded from the recognised obscurity of 
the question, the theory having been from the fh"St subject to the 
doubts which we have noted. In consequence of the authority 

1 See Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 1I4-I16. 
• Lords' Report, i. 58, 333; Prynne, Reg. iv. 431. 
• Lords' Report, i. 330, 331, 366, 369. Cases migbt be pleaded that 

would lead to almost any conclusion: e. g. in 1307 the sheriff of Cam
bridgeshire is forbidden to tax the villein tenants of J obn de Ia Mare 
for the wages of the knigbts, because he had attended personally in 
parliament; ParI. Writs, i. 191. 
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of custom thus recognised, the Kentish socagers secured their !::.~pute 
exemption 1, but between the general body of freeholders and decided. on 

the tenants-in-chief the dispute was never judicially settled; .ta ment& 

as the awakening politieal sense showed men the imporlance 
of electoral power, the exemption ceased to be courted, and 
the laws which defined the suffrage must have practically settled 
the question of contribution 2. Tbe discussiou of the matter, G.ne~ 
in which the belief of the commons was uniformly on one side, conclU8lon. 

and in which no adverse decision by the crown was ever at
tempted, tends to confirm the impression that, although there 
was real obscurity and conHict of opinion, both the right of 
election and the burden of contribJtion belonged to the whole 
of the suitors of the county court. Had the counter pleas been 
BUccessrul, had the tenants in ancient demesne, the mesne 
tenants, and the tenants in socage, been exempted, the county . 
constituencies would have been reduced .to a handful of knights, 
who might as easily have attended parliament in person, as their 
compeers did for many ages in Aragon and Scotland. 

217. Yet it is almost equally improbable that, in an age in Tbeo~yand 
h' h 1" I' II' th h I practice may W I~ po Itlca lDte Igence was very scanty, e woe county n~t = 

court on. each summons for an election was fully attended, 00lll • 

carefully identified the qualified members, and, free from all 
suspicion of undue inHuence, formally endeavoured to discover 
the most discreet, or most apt, or ,most able, among the knights 
of the shire. Unquestionably the tenants-in-chief of the cr~wn, In1Iuence of 

the greater 
, men who still received their summons to the host, or held their =:~ 
lands by barony, the knightly body too, who had interests of 
their own more akin to those of the baron than to those of the 
socager, would possess an influence in the assembly, and a will 
to exercise it. The chief lord of a great manor would have 

• Lords' Report. i. 364. 
• • We are of opinion th"t no conclusion wh"tever can be drawn from 

the disputes concerning the p"yment of wages.' 'Villeins contributed.' 
Allen, Edinb. Rev. xxxv. 27. Br"dy (Introd. P' 141) points out that the 
p"yment of wages to knights "ppointed for county business w"s not " 
novelty. In uS8 the knights "ppointed. four in e"ch shire to .present 
before the council at Michaelmas the complaints ag"inst the sherIffs, bad 
writs for their expenses • de communitate j' Rot. Claus. f3 Hen. III. 
m. I dors. 

:82 
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authority with his tenants, freeholders as they might be, which 
would make their. theoretical equality a mere shadow, and 
would moreover be exercised an the more easily because the 
rjght which it usurped was one which the tenant neither under
stood nor cared for. Early in the fourteenth ceutury und~e 
influence in elections becomes a matter of complaint. But it is 
long before we have sufficient data to determine how far the 
suitors of the county court really exerted the power which 
we cannot but believe the theory of the constitution to have 
given them: when we do reach that point, the power often 
seems to be engrossed by ~he great men of the shire. The 
office of representative was not coveted, and we can imagine 
cases in which the sheriff would have to nominate and compel -
the service of an unwilling member. But by whomsoever the 
right was actuaIly used, the theory of the election was that it 
was the act of the shire-moot, that is, of all the suitors of the 
county court assembled in the county court, irrespective of the 
question of whom or by what tenure their lands were held. 

218. With regard to the boroughs analogous questions arise. 
It may be asked whether the towns which were directed. to 
return representatives were the demesne boroughs of the crown 
only!, or all the town communities which the sherifi' regarded 
as qualified under the terms of the writ. The former theory 
has been maintained, on the same principle of the all-importance 
of tenure which suggested the limitation of the county con
stituencies to thetenants-in-chiefS; and there may have been 

1 In favour of the restriction is Brady, who however regards the tenn 
• demesne cities and boroughs' as including all towns that had charters 
and paid fee farm rent; p. 35. In favour of the more liberal view, are
Prynn ... Hallam, Allen. The Lords' Report seems to halt between the 
two. The question is however practically decided by the cases mentioned 

. in the text and in the note on the next page. There is a good deal of 
thoughtful argument on this in Rietz's Geschichte des Wahlrechts, pp. 
q~ -. -

• On this point we may look for illustration from the elections of repre
sentatives of the third estate in the States General. M. Boutaric gives 
the data for the States General of Tours in 1308: he concludes that the 
municipal magistrates were not representatives except when specially 
elected and commissioned, but that the representatives were generally 
chosen from among the magistrate~; that sometimes a town entrusted the 
commission to a clergyman, and the clergy to a layman; that in the com~ 
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periods at which it was acted upon, for the number of borough 
representatives long and greatly lIuctuated. But the evidence 
of fact seems decisive in favour of the more liberal interpre
tation, so far at least as concerns the reign of Edward I, to 
which we must naturally look as the fairest and first source 
of precedent. In the great parliament of 1295 many towns The ten"ns 

which were held in demesne by other lord9 than the crown, ::= 
• were not 

were represented: such were Downton, a borough of the bIshop merely the 

of Winchester, Ripon and Beverley, two towns which until :!:'=~ the 

recent times were dependent on the archbishoJl of York, and in crown. 

1298 North-Allerton a borough of the bishop of Durham; no 
doubt the instances might be multiplied J. Yet the matter is Yet there 

t I b h . th . ~ 11' d were early no so c ear, ut t at 10 e wrIts lor co ectIng money grante do~bte on 

in these assemblies, whether from confusion of idea, or owing to this. 

the observance of routine forms, expressions are found that' 
might lead to a different conclusion. The writ in 1295 asserts Write of 

that the citizens and burghers and good men of the demesne 
12

95. 

cities and boroughs had courteously granted a subsidy I. If this 
expression be understood as a statement of fact, then the term 
'dominicae civitates et burgi' must be made to include all 

munes the deputies were chosen in the regular general assembly; and in 
the districts which had no communal organisation, in similar general 
gatherings, where all inhabitants had an equal voice; Premiers Etats 
Gen~raux, p. 21. M. Hervieu, Rev. de Legislation, 1873, pp. 4TO sq., 
limits this conclusion very materially: 'TantOt, en effet, c'est Ie suffrage 
a deux degres qui est 110 base de ces elections, et tantOt Ie suffrage uni
versel.' An immense variety of usages prevailed, many of them exactly 
analogous ~o the later usages ,in England, when the various classes of 
burghers, the corporations, the householders, the freemen, the scot and lot 
payers, claimed the right. The subject has been still further illustrated 
by M. Picot in hie paper on 'Les Elections aux Etats Generaux,' Paris, 
1874. 

1 The following boroughs represented in the parliaments of Edward I 
were of the same claaa; Lynn belonged to the see of Norwich, Salisbury 
to the bishop, S. Alban's to the abbot; Evesham to the abbot; Tunbridge 
and Bletchingley to the earl of Gloucester; Arundel and Midhurst to the 
earl of Arundel; Farnham to the see of Winchester; Edinb. Rev. XliXV. 

pp. 36, 1I7. Compare the returns given in the Parliamentary Writs, 
i. 34 sq. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 45: 'cum ••• cives, burgenses et alii probi homines de 
dominicis nostris civitatibus et burgie ejusdem regni septimam de omnibus 
bonis suie mobilibus ••• nobis curialiter conooBBerint et gratanter:' here 
• curialiter' simply means courteously, not as the Lords' Committee under
stood it, as a formal act of a court. . 
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boroughs whether held in chief or through mesne lords: if it be 
understood to state a theory, then the mesne boroughs which 
had sent members had gone beyond their duty in doing as they 
had done. It is perhaps more likely to be an old form applied 
without much definiteness on a new occasion, and the form used ' 
in 12961 must be taken to express both theory and fact. In 
this the grant is distinctly said to be made by the citizens, 
burghers, and other good men of all and singular the cities and 
boroughs of the kingdom of whosesoever t,enures or liberties they 

Inoon.ist- were, and of all the royal demesnes. But again, the fact that 
eney in 
pmctice. neither of the counties palatine, Chester or Durham, furnished 

either knights of the shire, citizens, or burghers, until the 
reigns of Henry VIII and Charles IT respectively, shows that 
the doctrine of demesne, qualified by the possession' of peculiar 
privileges, created early anomalies and with them obscurities 
which nothing will explain but the convenient,' almost super
stitious, respect shown to ancient usage. The third of the 
great palatinates, Lancaster, is constantly represented, although 
for many years, from the reign of Edward III onward, the 
towns of the county were too much impoverished to send 
members to parliament. 

Example of Of ,the elections of city and borough members we have, 
city electioDs - '. - ., 
only in except in the ,case of London, no details proper to the present 
London. period. In the capital, in 1296, all the aldermen and four 

men of each ward met on the 26th of September, and chose 
Stephen Aschewy and William Herford to go to the parliament 
of S. Edmunds; and on the 8th of October the 'communitas' 
was called together, namely six of tlie best and most discreet 
men of each ward, by whom the election was repeated and 
probably confirmed9• Whether these two gatherings in the 

1 ParI. Writs, i. 51: 'cives, bnrgenses et alii probi homines de omnibus 
et singulis civitatibus et burgis regni nostri de quorumcunque tenuris aut 
libertatibus fuerint et de omnibus dominicis nostris ••• curialiter conces
serint et gratanter.' So too in France in 1308, not merely the demesne 
towns but all the' insignes communitates' were represented in the states 
general; Boutaric, pp. 16. ~o, ~8-35. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 49.' A similar plan was used for the" election of the 
sheriffs of London, who were chosen • per assensum duodecim proborum 
hominum singularum wardarum,' in the 29th and 31st parliaments of 
Edward I; Bradv, Boroughs, ll. 33. 
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case of London correspond with the two I,rocesseB which must 
have taken place in the election of borough members, it would 
be rash to determine. In the latter case it must be supposed 
that the members were nominated in the borough assembly, or 
that delegates were appointed in that assembly to elect them, 
and a return thereon made to the sheriff before the election was 
made in the county court 1. ,The proceedings before the sheriff'Proceedlng. 
Beem to be t·he election, or report of nomination, by the citizens !i:!,::; the 

and burghers, the manucaption or production of two sureties~~~to 
for each of the elected persons, and the deliverance, by act or elections. 

letter, of the full powers to act on behalf of the community 
which elected them. The difficulty of determining who the real 
electors were need not be re-stated. 

All the representatives of the commons received wages to w_ of 

defray their necessary expenses: these were fixed in the I 6th !':~:
of Edward II at four shillings a day for a knight a~d two membe ... 

shillings for a citizen or burgher; and they were due for the 
whole time of his service, his journey to and fro, and his stay in 
parliament •• The notices of these payments are as early as the 
attendance of representative members; on the loth of February, 
1265, Henry III orders the sheriff's to assess by a jury of four 
lawful knights the expenses of the journey, so that the county 
be not aggrieved', the community of the county being clearly 
both electors and payers. The writ reads so much as a matter 
of course as to suggest that the practice was not new'. 

219. The number of cities and boroughs represented in the Number 
. d I 66 h b f' of repre-reign of Edwar was I ; t e num er 0 counties 37: as .... tativo 

members. .. 
1 The return for the town of Oxford in 1295 is thus reoorded: • Nulla 

civitas neque burgllB est in comitatu Oxoniensi nisi villa Oxoniensis; et 
breve quod michi venit returnatum fuit ballivis Iibertatis villae praedictae, 
qui habent returnum omnimodorom brevium, et ipsi mihi responderont 
quod ex aBBeDBU communitatis villae Oxoniensis electi sunt secundum 
formam brevis duo burgenses subscripti.' But in Somersetshire the return 
is general: 'In plenis comitatibus Somerset et Dorset per communitatem 
eorundem ellgere feci qnatuor mili,tes et de 'l.u~bet eivitate duos eiv~ et 
de quolibet burgo duos burgenses; ParI. Wnts,l. 41, See however Rietz, 
Wahl recht, p. 59.... . • 

• Hallam, Middle Ages, lll. I14; Prynne, Register, IV. p. 53· 
• Lords' Report, i. 489 and App. p. 35. 
• See above, p. 243, nof;e 3. 
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each returned two members \ the whole body at its maximum 
would number 406; but the towns almost always varied, and 
no doubt this number is very far ahead of the truth. To the 
parliament or great council of 1306 the sheriffs were directed to 
send two members for the larger, one for the smaller boroughs; 
several of the latter availed themselves of the relief. But this 
assembly was in other respects anomalous. =:.. as Such in its constituent parts was the ideal parliament of 

::;~:POW81'8 1295. The growth and extent of its powers is a further question 
parliament. of equal interest. We have in former chapters examined the 

powers of the national council under the Norman and Plants
genet kings, and in the last chapter have watched the constant 
attempts made by personal and political parties to extend them. 
We have seen too how those attempts coincide in time with an 
irregular but continuous enlargement of the constitution of the 
national council. The next question is to determine how far 
and by what degrees the new elements of parliament were ad
mitted to an equal share with the older elements in the powers 
which were already obtained or asserted; how far and by what 
steps were the commons placed on a constitutional level with 
the other two estates during the period of definition. 

Pow ..... of 220. The great co~ncil of the nation 9, before the end of the 
parliament • . d • 
underJohn. reIgn of John,.had obtained the acknowledgment an enJoyed 
~~on. the exercise of the following rights. In respect of taxation, 

the theoretical assent, which under the Norman kings had been 
taken for granted, had been exchanged for a real consultation; 
the commune concilium had first discussed the finance of the 
year under Henry II, had next demurred to the nature of the 
exaction under Richard, and under John had obtained in 
the Great Charter the concession that without their consent 
given in a duly convoked assembly no tax should be levied 
beyond the three prescriptive feudal aids. They had further, by 
the practice of the king's ministers' in the exchequer, been 
consulted as to the mode of assessment, and had given counsel 

1 See Part Writs, i. 73, note; and above, p. 165 Cf. Hallam, iii. II7. 
• On the exact relations of the several powers of the parliament, whilst 

it consisted of prelates and barons only, see Gneist, Verwalt. i. 366 sq. 
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and consent to the form in which the taxes were collected. In l:b!:!. 
respect of legislation they had received similar formal recognition . tion. 

of their right to advise and consent, and had, as it would 
appear from the preamble of some of the assizes, exercised a 
power of initiating amendments of the law by means of petition. 
As a high court of justice they had heard the complaints of the (3) ~ 

k· .. d"d 1 d h d Judicature. 109 a@lllDst lU IVI ua s, an ad accepted an ratified his 
judgments against high offenders. And lastly as a supreme (.) ~ general 

deliberative council they had been consulted on questions of bQ.6lll .... 

foreign policy, of internal police an<\ national defence; in the 
absence of the king from England they had practically exercised 
the right of regulating the regency, at all events in the case 
of ,the deposition of Longchamp; and by a series of acts of 
election, acknowledgment, and acceptance of the kings at their 
accession, had obtained a recognition of their right to regulate 
the succession also. . 

During the minority and in the troubled years of Henry III =tbe 
.they had fully vindicated and practically enlarged these rights. ;!"';~?it 
In matters of taxation they had frequently refused aid to the (,) In 

king, and when they granted it they had carefully prescribed taxation. 

the mode of collection and assessment; in legislation they had I:~tion. 
not only taken the initiative by petitions, such as those which 
led to the Provisions of Oxford, and by articles of complaint 
presented by the whole or a portion of their body, but they had, 
as in the famous act of the council of Merton touching the 
legitimising of bastards by the subsequent marriage of their 
parents, refused their consent to a change in the law, by words 
which were accepted by the jurists as the statement of a con
stitutional fa<;t 1. Their judicial power was abridged in practice (3) !>" to 

• • . Judicature. 
by the strengthened orgarusabon of the royal courts, but It 

1 'Nolumus leges Angliae mutari;' Bracoon states the principle: 'leges 
Anglica.nae ••• quae quidem cum fuerint a.pproba.tae consensu utentium, 
et sacramento regum confirmatae, muta.ri non possunt nee destrui sine 
communi consilio et consensu eorum omnium quorum consilio et consensu 
fuerunt promulga.tae. In melius tamen converti possunt etia~ sine illorum 
consensu ;' lib. i. o. 2. Thus we have seen Edwa.rd I refusmg to ,..nnul 
the statute de Religiosis: • illud sta.tutum de consilio magnatum suorum 
fuerat editum et ordinatum et ideo absque eorum consilio non erat revo
candum;' Hemingb. ii. 57; aboveiP. 131• 
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. remained in full force in reference to high offenders, and causes 
between great men; the growth of the privileges of baronage 
gave to the national council, as an assembly of barons, the 
character of a court of peers for the trial and amercement of 
their fellows; and, even where a cause was brought against 
the Iring hil!lself, although it must begin with a petition of 
right and not as in causes between subjects with a writ, the 
lawyers recognised the 'IJhl,iversitas regni as the source of remedy, 
and the Iring's court as one of the three powers which are 

(4) As to above the king himself.1. Their general political power was 
feli:'!.tiOD. gr~atly increased; they had determined the policy of the crown 

in foreign affairs; they had not only displaced the king's 
ministers but had placed the royal power itself in commission; 
they had drawn up a new constitution for the country an<1 
imposed new oaths on the king and his heir. It is true that 
the most important of these were party measures, carried out in 
exceptional times and by unconstitutional means, but it was as 

1 In n23 the pope declared Henry III of age, 'quantum ad liberam 
dispOBitionem de castris et terris et gw&rdiis snis, non autem quoad hoc ut 
in placito posset ab aJiquo communiri;' Ann. Dunst. p. 83. If the last 
word be read conveairi or summoReri, it is conclusive as to the fact that 
the king might be sued at law; a.nd we thus have a paBBage proving the 
method in which he could be compelled to give redress before the form of 
petition of right was instituted. The statement of Chief Justice Wilby 
(YearBook, 24 Edw. III. fo. 55), that he had seen a writ • Praecipe 
Henrico regi Angliae,' &c., would thus become more probable than it has 
been generally rt>garded. Bracton, however, writes so that we must 
suppose the practice to have been changed before his tinte; • contra ipsum 
[regem] non habebitur remedium per assiaanl, immo tantum locus erit 
supplicationi ut factum auum corrigat et 'emendet, quod si non fecerit, 
Butliciat·ei pro poena quod Dominum expectet ultorem ••. nisi sit qui 
dicat quod universitas regni et baronagium auum hoc facere debeat et 
possit in curia ipsius regis;' lib. iii. tract. i. c. 10. Mr. Horwood, in his 
preface to the Year Book of 33-35 Edw. I, gives some valuable references 
in support of Wilby's statement; especially one at p. 471 of that volume: 
• en auncien temps chescun bref e de dreit e de possessioun girreit ben ver 
Ie roi, de quei nest ore rens raunge mes qe tant qil voet qe home siwe ver 
luy par bille ou home siwist ava.nt par bref;' he also cites YearBook 
u Edw. III. fo. 3 b, a.nd 43 Edw. III. 22 a., Matthew Paris under the 
year u44 speaks of' brevia impetrata contra regem;' ed. Luard, iv. 367; 
but only with a view to their revocation with those intpetrated 'contra 
consuetudillem regni: The passages quoted by Prynne, Plea for the 
Lordll, p. 97, stating that the king might be sued, are scarcely relevant, 
for they belong to the year 1259, a.nd are apparently misconstrued. See 
,however Mr. Cutbill's pamphlet on Petition of Right (London, 1874), and 
Allen on the Prerogative, pp. 94 sq., 190, 191. 
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representing the supreme council of the. kingdom that the 
baronial party acted, and the rights they enforced were enforced 
in the name of the nation. 

But the claims of the same body had gone further, and had in Farther 

Borne respects run far in advance of, the succeES which was t;i:;:: mad. 

actually acheived at the time or for ages later; nay, in one or parliament. 

two points they had claimed powers which have never yet been 
formally conceded. The principles that the grant of money Grants 

should depend on the redre8s of grievances, and that the parlia-~~ on 

ment should determine the destination of a grant by making suppli!. and 

conditions as to expenditure', were admitted by the royal ad- ::';'!~::tod 
visers, although the king contrived 'to evade the concession.:~ 
The right of electing the ministers, a premature and imperfect Right of 

realisation of the doctrine of a limited monarchy, was likewise ~l8 
demanded as authorised by ancient practice s. The right of and oounci!. 

controlling the king's action by a resident elective council also 
was asserted; but, though Henry was constrained to accept 
these terms, he steadily refused to admit them as a matter of 
right, and they were ultimately rejected with the acquiescence 
of the nation •• 

The early years of Edward I sawall the privileges which had Righ!.a . 

been really used or acquired, under Henry III fully exercised. :::rearf1y In 
yoano 

The parliament of prelates and barons had been asked for and Edward I. 

had granted aids', had given counsel and consent to legislation, 
had acted as a supreme court of justice6

, and had discussed 
questions of foreign policy and internal administration·. The 
further steps gained by the constitutional assembly in this reign 
were gained by it in its new and complete organisation. 

Two drawbacks materially affected the value of these rights: =.. ~w
the recognition of certain power on the king's part to do by his (I) The 

own authority acts of the same class as those for which he asked =~tive. 
counsel and consent; and the recognition of certain undefined (~ The right 

rights .of individual members to concede or refuse consent to the inJt'.Mual. 
determinations of the whole body; the latter drawback was 

1 Above, pp. 54. 55. 
I Above, pp. 54, 64, 78. 
• Above, pp. 128, 129. 

• Above, pp. 41, 63, 64· 
• Above, pp. II 3, 126.-
• Above, pp. 128-13°. 
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seriously increased by the incompleteness of the national repre
sentation before the 23rd of Edward I. 

(,) J.!::.ent 221. Although the national council had made out its right to 
td not yet be heard on all four points of administrative policy, it had 
exclude the. • . 
power of not obtamed an exclusive nght to detennme that policy. . The 
~:':d" to taxes might be granted in parliament, but the king could still 
legislate. take the customary aids without reference to parliament; he 

could tallage his demesnes and could interpret the title of 
dllmesne so as to bring the chartered towns, or a large portion 
of them, under contribution; he could increase the customs by 
separate negotiations with the merchants, and at any time raise 
money by gifts negotiated with individual payers, and assessed 

~tion by the officers of the exchequer. The laws again were issued 
byordinanoe. with counsel and consent of the parliament, but legal enact

ments might, as before, in the shape of assizes or ordinances, be 
issued without any such assistance; and the theory of the 
enacting power of the king, as supreme legislator, grew rather 
than diminished during the period, probably in consequence of 
the legislative activity of Frederick II, Lewis IX, and Alfonso 

Jurisdi~on the Wise. The king's court, the curia regis, might be influ-
of the king"s . • 
oonrt. enced and used to defeat the rIght of the barons to be judged by 
, their peers, and there was not in the article of the charter 

anything that so fixed the method of such judgment as to make 
it necessary to transact it in full council. And the political 
action of the crown, in matters both foreign and domestic, 
could, as it always can, be determined without reference to any
thing but the royal will. Nor, as we shall see, was the failure 
of the national council to secure exclusive enjoyment of these 

The king's rights owing to their own weakness: both Henry TIl and 
oonncil. Edward I possessed, in their personal inner council, a body 

of advisers organised so as to maintain the royal' authority 
on these points, a council by whose advice they acted, judged, 
legislated, and taxed when they could, and the abuse of which 
was not yet prevented by any constitutional check. The oppo
sition between the royal and the national councils, between the 
privy council and the parliament, is an import'ant element in 
later national history. 



xv,] Individual conacnt. 

222. The second, however, of these points, the uncertainty (.\ ~ilIiculty 
f h Ii d· 'd' d . d"d I ansmgfrom o t e ne IVI mg corporate an m IV! ua consent, and the individual 

t d'ffi It f ad' t' t' I ' . h . right to consequen I cu Y 0 JUS lUg na IOna action Wit mcom- consent or 

plete representation, bears more directly on the subject before diBsent. 

U8, The first question has already arisen 1: did the consent of 
a baron in council to grant a tax bind him individually only, or 
did it form part of such a general consent as would be held t() 
bind those who refused consent 1 When Geoffrey of York, or 
Ranulf of Chester, refused to agree to a grant, was the refusal 
final or was it overborne by the consent of the majority 1 Did 
the baron who promised aid make a private promise or autho-
rise a general tax 1 Was taxation the fulfilment of individual 
voluntary engagements or the legal result of a sovereign act 1 
Secondly, how far could the ·consent, even if it were unanimous, The un

of a national council composed of barons and superior clergy, ~=nted 
bind the unrepresented classes, the commons, and the parochial 
clergy 1 The latter question is practically answered by the con
trivances used to reconcile compulsion with equity. The writ 
of Edward I for the collection of the aid pur fllle maT'ier 
rehearses that it was granted in full parliament by certain 
bishops and barons, for themselves and for the community of 
the whole realm, so far as in them lay 2. As a parliamentary 
assembly, legally summoned, they authorised a tax which would 
bind all tenants of the crown, but they did it with an expres!\ 
limitation, a conscious hesitation, and the king did not II-t the 
time venturo to collect it. This was on the very eve of the 
contest for the confirmation of the charters. The documentary Difficulty of 

history of the reign of Henry III illustrates the difficulty at an ::~~fh 
earlier stage. In 1224 the prelates granted a carucage of half praotice. 

a mark on their demesne lands and those of their immediate 
tenants s, and two shillings on the lands of the under tenants of 
those tenants: the feudal lord thus represented all who held 

. directly or mediately under him. In 1232 the writ for collecting 

. I Vol. i. PP. 578, 579, 
• • Magnates et proceres tunc in parliamento existentes, pro se et .com

munitate totiuB regni quantum in ipsis est, concesserunt ;' Rot. ParI. L 25; 
above, p. 126; Select Charters, p. 477. 

• Above, p. 36, note 3. 
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the fortieth states that it was granted by the archbishops, 
bishops, abbots, priors, clergy, earls, barons, knights, freeholders, 
and villeins 1, implying that not only the national council but 
the county courts had been dealt with: but in 1237 a similar 
writ rehearses the consent of the prelates, barons, knights and 
freeholders for themselves and their villeinss. Yet it is certain 
that in neither of the parliaments in which these taxes were 
granted were the villeins represented, and almost as certain that 
the commons were unrepresented also. The consent thus re
hearsed must have been a simple fabrication, a legal fiction, on 
a theoretical view of parliament, or else the exacting process of 
the central assembly must have been supplemented by the con
sent of the county courts, in which alone, at the time, the liberi 
homines and villani assembled, that consent being either taken 
by the itinerant judges or presumed to follow on a proclamation 
by the sheriff. The expressions, however used, show a misgiving, 
and warrant the conclnsion that the line between corporate 
and individual, general and local, consent was lightly drawn: 
the theory that the lord represented his vassal was too dan
gerous to be unreservedly admitted when all men were the 
king's vassals; the need of representation was felt. But the 
line continued uncertain until 1295; and even after that the 
variety of proportion in which the several estates taxed them
selves shows that the distinction between a voluntary gift and 
an enacted tax was imperfectly realised. 

Refusal of The ide" that the refusal of an individual baron to grant the 
individuals; • 

, tax absolved him from the necessity of paying it, although now 
and then broached by a too powerful subject, could be easily 
overborne by force: ordinarily the king would sei2e the lands of 

I • Sciatis quod &rchiepiscopi, episcopi, abbates, priores, et clerici terras 
habentes quae ad ecc1esias suas non pertinent, oowites, barones, wilites, 
liberi homines et villani de regno nostro concesserunt nobis,' &c.; M. Paris, 
iii. 230; Select Charters, p. 360. 

• 'Scias quod cum in octavia sancti Hilarii . ' .• ad mandatum nostrum 
convenirent apud Westmonasterium &rchiepiscopi, episoopi, ab1!ates, priores, 
comites et barones totius re"ooni. nostri et tr&ctatum haberent nobiscum de 
Btatu noBtro et regni nostri, iidem archiepiscopi, episcopi, abbates, priores 
et c1erici terras habentes quae ad ecc1esias SUas non pertinent, comites, 
barones, milites et liberi homines pro Be et sois villanis, nobis conces- ' 
serunt,' &c.; Foedera, i. 233; Select Charters, p. 366. 



xv.] Special Commiaaion8. 

the contumacious, and take by way of fine or ransom what could 
not be extracted by way of gift. The claim of a particular of oommu. 
community to refIlM a tax which had not been assented to by Diti .. ; 

its own representatives, such as was claimed by Ghent in the 
sixteenth century, was based on the same idea, and would be 
overcome in the same way. Such a hypothesis, however, could 
only arise in 8 community which had not realised the nature of 
1I0vereign lights or of national identity. The refusal of an of an .. tate 

tate f h I b . .. d . bl of tho reaJm. es 0 t e rea m to su mlt to taxatIOn Impose 10 an assem y 
at which it·tad not been represented, or to which its representa-
tives had not been summoned, rested on a different basis. Such 
was the plea of the clergy in 12541, and it was recognised by 
the spirit of the constitution. 

The practice had long been to take the consent of the commu- Ceao&tio/l 
'ti' b . I .. T' h k h d ofopeci&l Dl es y speCla commlSSlon. e year 1295 mar s t e ate atoo~ollll 

which the special commissions, as a rule, cease, and the commu- ::0'::
nities appear by their representatives to join in the act of the 
sovereign body. The process of transition belongs to the years 
1282 and 1295, and the transition implies the admission of the 
commons to a share of taxing power, together with the clergy 
and the baronage. 

223. The dates may be more precisely marked. In 1282 the ~nol'" 
king's treasurer negotiated with the several shires and boroughs fumlIlal'J" 
for 8 subsidy, just as might .have been done under Henry II: 
the money so collected being insufficient, the king at Rhuddlan 
summoned the clergy and commons to two provincial councils, 
in one of which the commons granted a thirtieth on condition 
that the barons should do the same '. In 1289 a special nego-
tiation was proposed, but not carried into effect s. In 1290 the 
barons granted an aid 1)'I/,r filk marier; the knights of the shIre ' 
were subsequently summoned to join in 8 grant of a. fifteenth; 
and the clergy in a separate assembly voted a tenth of spi
rituals; the boroughs probably, and the city of London certainly, 
paid t.he fifteenth without having been represented in the 
assembly that, voted it, except as parts of the -shires represented 

I Above, pp. 69, 205. 

• Above, pp. II9, 120; ParI. Writs, i. U. • Above, p. 125. 
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by'the knights 1• In 1294 the clergy in September granted 
a -m~iety of their entire revenue in a parliamentary assembly 
of the two provinces held at Westminster 2; the earls, barons, 
and knights granted a tenth in Novembers, and commissioners 
were sent out in the same month to request a sixth from the cities 
and boroukhs'; the three estates, roughly divided, thus granted 
their motley at different dates, in differe~t proportions, and in 
different ways. In 1295 the special ,negotiation disappears: 
the three estates, although making their grants in different 
measure and by separate vote, are fully represented, and act 
in this, as in other respects, in the character of a consolidated 
parliament. 
• Nor was the recognition of this right of taxation confined 
to direct money grants. The impost on wool, woolfells and 
leather, has a similar history, although the steps of reform are 
different and the immediate burden fell not on an estate but on 
individual merchants. In 1~75 we are told that the prelates, 
magnates, and communities, at the request of the merchants 
granted a custom on these commodities 6: in 1294 a large 
increase of custom was iml?osed by the king's decree, rehearsing 
however the consent of the merchants·, not that of the parliament. 

1 Above, pp. 126, 137: 'Assessores et collectores quintae decimse fu 
civitate London. et infra totum praecinctum ejusdem civitatis regi con
cessae, anno regni sui dtcimo octavo, reddunt compotum de £2S60 138. Sel, 
de eadem quintadecimaj' cr. Brady, Boroughs, p. 27. 

• Above, p. 131. • Above, p. 132. 
• Above, p. 131: C Rex dilectis et fidelibus suis custodi, vicecomitibus, 

.Aldermannis et toti commllnitati civitatis sllae London. salutem. Cum 
vos, in forma qua nuper nobis quintamdecimam concesseratis, senam 
partem bonorum et mobilium vestrorum in subsidium guerrae nostrse nobis 
concesseritis liberaliter et libenter,' &c. • Per consimiles litteras assig
nantllr infrascripti ad petendam sextam partem in singnlis dominicis 
civitatibus et aliis villis regiis in comitatibus subscriptis,' &c.; Brady,_ 
Boroughs, pp. 31, 32. These writS are not in Sir F. Palgrave's Collection. 

• Above, pp. II40 201; Select Charters, p. 451; ParI. Writs, i. 2. Yet 
the language of the several writs on this subject is scarcely consistent; 
the earl of Pembroke describes the custom as granted by the archbishops, 
bishops, and other prelates, the earls, barons, and communities of the 
realm, at the instance and request of the merchants; the king describes it 
as • de communi assensu magnatum et voluntate mercatorum;' and as 
'grante par touz les grauz del realme e par la priere des communes de 
marchanz de tot Engleterre.' 

• Above, p. 131, note 3; Hale, Concerning the Customs, p. 155; and 
ch. xvii, below. 
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In the articles of 1297 the royal right of taxing wool was 
placed under the same restrictions as the right of direct taxa
tion J; but the idea was still maintained that an increa"se of 
the impost' might' be legalised bi the consent of the payers, and 
an attempt I to substitute the action of a 'colloquium' of mer
chants for that of the national parliament was defeated by the 
representatives of the boroughs in 1303. 

The confirmation of charters in 1297 recognised on the kiJJ.g's and . 

part the exclusive right of the parliament to a,utborise .taxation:~;e 
, for no occasion from henceforth will we take such manner of 
aids, tasks, or prises, but by the common assent of the realm 
and for the common profit thereof, saving the ancient aids and 
prises due and accustomed.s: Already the right of the com-
mons to a share in the taxing power of parliament was 
admitted. 

224. The right of the three estates to share in legislation Sh&re o! tho 

was established by a different process and on a different theory; r::=ti'!'n. 

it was a result rather than a cause of the recognition of their 
character as a supreme council. The consent of individuals Dilr .... nt 

hI ' . h . . • f h I oonditionoof was muc ess Important m t e enacting or lmprovmgo t e aw legisl&tion 

than in the levying of a tax; the power of counsel in the one and taxation. 

case might fairly be supposed to belong to one of the three 
estates in larger proportion than to the others; and the enact-
ing, if not also the initiative, power belonged to the king. 
The nation granted the tax, the ki,ng enacted the law: the 
nation might consent to the tax in various ways, severally by 
estate.s, communities, or indiViduals, or corporately in parlia-
ment; but the law was enacted once for all by the king with 
the advice and consent of parliament; it wae 00 longer in the 
power of the individual, the community, or the estate to with-
hold its obedience with impunity. In very early times it is Early.,...,. 

bl' • d t' t of aooeptan .. possible that the loca\ assem les were require 0 ~r~e aasen l'! ~tion 
to the legal changes made by the central authOrIty, thali a .... mbli ... 

publication of the
l 
new law in the shiremoot was regarded ae 

1 Above, p. 148; ~elect Charters, p. 495. 
• Above, pp. 163r !640 201. • 
• Select Charter" pp. 495, 496. On this a good re8um~ will be found m 

Gneist, Verw. i. 3!l3-396. . 
VOL. II. I 8 
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denoting the acceptance of it by the people in general, and 
that)t would be contrary to natural equity to enforce a law 

Legislation which had not been so }lublished I, But from the existing 
Jri::~ ~ the remains of legislation, we ar~ forced to conclude that, whilst 
oouncil, I dd' h . f 

but the 
right of 
the peopl. 
admitted. 

customary aw was recor e m t e memOrIes 0 the people, 
legislative' action belonged only to the wise, that is to the royal 
or national council. That council in the twelfth century con
tained only the magnates; at the end -of the thirteenth it 
contained also the inferior clergy and the commons: the latter, 
fully competent as they were to discuss a tax, were not equally 
competent to frame a law; and such right of initiation as the 
right of petition involved could be set in motion outside as 
easily as inside parliament. Yet the right of the nation to 
determine by what laws it would be governed was fully ad
mitted. Canute and the Conqueror had heard the people 
accept and swear to the laws of Edgar and Edward. The 
Great Charter and the Provisions of Oxford were promulgated 
in the county cour~ 'and all men were bound by oath to obey 
them, as if without such acceptance they lacked somewhat of 

:,!:tiOB legal force. Bracton, in the words of Justinian, enumerates the 
oath, 'consensus utentium'J as well as the king's oath among the bases 

of law. It is to the conservation of the laws which the folk, 
vulgus, communaute, shall have chosen, that the later coronation 

:!u,:!~e oath binds the king. The enactment of Edward II in 1322, 

1322• that matters to be established touching the estate of the king 
and his heirs, the realm and the' people, shall be treated, accorded, 
and established in parliaments by the king and by the assent of 
the prelates, earls, and barons and the commonalty of the realm, 

1 See the passage quoted from Bracton, above, p. 249.' In France ·the 
royal ordinances had no force in the territories of the barons until approved 
by them; Ordonnances des Rois, i. 54, 93; :SOutaric, Premiers Etats 
geni!raux, p. 4. Coke, 4 Inst. p. 26, records a decision of 39 Edw. III: 
• although proclamation be not made in the county, every one is bound to . 
take notice of that which is done in parliament; for as Boon as the parlia
ment hath concluded anything, the law intends that every person hath 
notice thereof; for the parliament represents the body of the whole realm ; 
and therefore it is not ~uisite that any proclamation be made, seeing the 
statute took efl'ect before. 

• See above, p. 349, note, The C0ft8t11f8V8 uRmtium is from the Institutes, 
ho. i. tit. a. 
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is but an amplification of the principle laid down by his father 
in 1295. 

The legislation, however, of the reign of Henry III; and Legislation 

most .of that of Edward I, was the work of assemblies to which ~l:::=
the commons were not summoned. It has been well remarked 
that, whereas for his political work Edward fouU himself 
obliged to obtain the co-operation of the three estates I, his 
legislative work was done without the co-operation of the 
commons, until in the question of taxation they had enforced 
their right to be heard. By whatever process the consent of 
the • communaulte' to the statute of Westminster the first was 
signified, and whatever were the force of the summons by 
virtue of which the • communaulte ' was supposed to be present, 
it is certain that in 1290 the statute 'quia emptores' was Th~ statute . 

passed in a council at which no representatives of the commonsi-~';t6reI. 
attended, and as certain that the statute of Carlisle was The statute 

published after deliberatioa not only with the magnates but of Carlisi .. 

with the • communitates' of the realm I. The statute 'quia 
emptores' was not improbably the last case in which the assent 
of the commons was taken ·for gra'nted in legislation: for in 
the later enactments by ordinance it is not the commons only 
but the parliament itself that is set aside; and, although some 
few statutes made after 1290 do not declare expressly the 
participation of the three estates, it is possible, by comparing 
the dates of those acts with the extant writs bf summons, tQ 

show that all such acts as were really laws were enacted in full 
parliaments to which the words of the statute of Carlisle are 
equally applicable 9. The commons had now a share of the 
• commune consilium regni' which was indispensable to the 
abrogation or amendment of a law. It is true that some of 

I Shirley, Royal Letters, ii. pref. nii. 
• A.bove, p. 163. • Dominus rex post deliberationem plenariam at trac;. 

tatum cum COmitibUB, baronibus, proceribus et aliis nobilibus ac commum
tatibus regni sui, habitum in praemiBsis, de consensu eorom unanimi st 
concordi ordinavit et sta.tuit;' Sta.tuteB, i. 153. • 

•• Si quae sta.tuta. fuerint contraria dictiB cartis vel alieni articulo .lD 

eisdem cartia contento, ea de communi consilio regni noatri modo deblto 
emendentur vel etiam adnullentur;' Edward I. Feb. 140 1301; Sta.tutes 
(Charters), i. #0 See on thesejlOintB Gneist, Verwalt. i. 399 sq. 

S :I 
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~. :::. the most important acts of parliament are dated several days 
in legislation after the writs were issued for the payment of the wages of 
J'OOOIlIIisod. the knights and bnrghers, e. g. in 1300 the Articnli Super 

Thesh&re of 
tbe several 
__ in 

legislation 
Dot 
n.......nlf 
anoqual 
share. 

Carms are published April 15, the writs for wages are issued 
March 20; in 1301 the letters to the pope are dated February 12; 

the writs, January 30. Not much however can be argued from 
this, for the final form which the law took would be settled at 
the end of the parliament; the representatives might leave as 
Boon as the important business of petition and consultation was 
over. There could be no reason why they should stay until the 
charters were actually sealed or the copies of the statutes 
'Written out for circulation 1. 

225. But neither this conclusion nor even the principle stated 
by Edward II in 1322, implies the absolute equality of the 
share of each estate. Counsel and consent are ascribed to the 
magnates, but it is a long time before more is allowed generally 
to the commons than petition, instance, or request: and the 
right of petition the commons possessed even when not called 
together to parliament; the community of a county might 
declare a grievance, just as the grand jury presented a criminaL 

Right of Further, so long as the enacting power was exercised by the 
petition. 

king, with the counsel and consent of the ma.,<YIlates only, a 
statute might be founded on a petition of the clergy; and it 
may be questioned whether, according to the legal idea of 
Edward I, an act so initiated and authorised would not be 
a law without consent of .the commons, just as an act framed 
on the petition of the commons would, if agreed to by the 
magnates, become law without consent of the clergy either in 
convocation or in parliament. The determination of this point 

Impe~ect belongs to the history of the following century. We conclude 
doftn.tion of • • 
powen. that, for the perlod before us, It would be true to say, that, 

although in theory legislation was the work of the king in full 
parliament, he exercised the power of legislating without a full 
parliament, and that in the full parliament itself the functions 
of the three estates were in this respect imperfectly defined. 
It is certain however, from the action of the king in reference 

I Foedera, i. 920, 926, 927; ParL Writs, i. 85, 103-10+ 
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to mortmain, that a statute passed with the counsel and consent 
of parliament, however constituted, could not be abrogated 
without the same counsel and consent 1. 

226. The third attribute of the old national council, that ofThe 
a supreme tribunal of justice, for the trial of great offenders, :':::: did 

d th d .. f the judicial an e etermmation a great causes, was never shared by power of 
'the commons. The nearest approach to such a participation~~ent. 
wal made when in 1283 the;r were summoned to .Shrewsbury, ~~Of 
9n the trial of David of Wales: but they attended merely as 
witnesses; he was tried by the king's judges and only in the 
presence, not by a tribunal, of his peers. It is true that the 
abundant facilities which the system of jury gave for the trial 
of commoners by their peers superseded any necessity for 
criminal jurisdictio!l to be exercised by the assembly of the 
commons; but it is not quite so clear why the right of advising Petitions 
the crown in the determination of civil cases was restricted :'f~. 
to the lords, or why they should continue to form a council 
for the hearing .of petitions to the Jdng, when the commons 
did not join in their deliberations. This resulted however 
from the fact that the system of petition to the king in council 
had been perfected before the commons were called to parlia-
ment; and thus the whole subject of judicature belongs to the 
history of the royal council rather than to that of parliament 
strictly so called. But it is noteworthy in connexion with the Powe ... of 
fact that the estate which retained 'the judicial power of the :::.,~;:,nal 
national council retained also the special right of counsel and ~~bY 
consent in legislation, these rights being a survival of the time the baroDB!:'!' 

when the magnates were the whole parliament; and on the 
other hand the smaller council which, as the king's special 
advisers, exercised judicial authority in Chancery, or in Privy 
Council and Star-chamber, claimed also the right of legislating 
by ordinance. 

227. The general deliberative functions of parliament, and Obsouritr of . deliberations 
the right of the representatives of the commons to share WIth on points of 

. .... at ad . . general 
the magnates' in discussmg foreIgn affaIrS or mtern mIDlS- policy. 
tration, scarcely come before UB during this period with sufficient 

1 Above, P.131 • 
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distinctness to enable us to mark any steps of progress. On 
the other hand the right of deliberation had been exercised by 
the great men long before the time of the Great Charter, and 
abundant evidence shows that they retained the right. The 
stories of the debate on .the 'Quo Warranto' and the action of 
the earls in 1297 fully illustrate this. The action of the 
commons is distinctly traceable in the presentation of the Bill· 
of twelve articles at the parliament of Lincoln in 1301. That 
bill was a bill of the prelatJes and proceres delivered on behalf 
of the whole community, but presented by a knight of the shire 
for Lancashire. The representatives of the commons had left 
before the ,barons ,drew up their letter to the pope 1. Here 
again it is probable that the theory of the constitutiol1 was 
somewhat in advance of its actual progrllss. The principle 
declared by Edward I in 1295 would seem to touch this function 
of the national council more directly even than taxation or 
legislation; but in practice, a~ had been done long ago, silence 
was construed as assent and counsel taken for granted from the 
absent as well as the present. 

=;t~on. 228. The forms of the writs of summons furnish illustrations 
forma of if not conclusive evidence on the general question. The special 
writ, of the 
:::!"ralf the writs addressed to the magnates usually define their function 
.. tales in in council by the word tractare. In 1205 the bishop of Salis-
deliberation. • 
Form of bury is summoned to treat on the common Interest of the 
;:;;:.::.. realm g; in 1241 the bishops and barons are summoned ad 

tractandum B; in I2 53 to hear the king's pleasure and to treat 
with his council'; in Simon de Montfort's writ for 1265 the 
words are tractaturi et consilium vestrum impensuri 5; to the 

1 The proceedings of Edward in the parliament of Lincoln, as touching 
the papacy, may be compared with those taken by Philip the Fair in 130l 
and 13°3. The latter king, having in 1302 called together the states 
general, in which each estate remonstrated by letter with the pope, in 
1303 called a council of barons, in which he appealed against the pope, 
obtaining a. separa.te consent to the appeal from the provincial estates of 
Languedoc a.nd from the several communities singly throughout the rest 
of France. See Boutaric, Premiers Etats Genera.ux, pp. 12-15. 

• Lords' Report, App. p. I; Select Charters, p. 283; see Ha.llam, Middle 
A~es, iii. 36, 37. 

Lords' Report, App. p. 'I. ' Lords' Report, App. p. U. 
5 Lords'Report, App. p. 33i Select Charters, p. 415. 
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first parliament oC Edward I the archbishop oC Canterbury is 
invited ad traetandum et ordinandum t; to the parliament of 
Shrewsbury in 1283 the barons are summoned nobiscum Zoou
turi I; in I2 94 the king declares his wish to hold colloquium 
ee tractatum a; in 1295 earls, barons, and prelates are sum
moned ad tractandum, ordinandum et faciendum nabiscum et 
rum praelatis et cet6'l'iB proceribw et aliiB incoZiB regni noseri 4 ; 

in 1297 the baroIl& only, colloquium et tr(letatum specialiter 
liabituri 'lJ68trumque eonailium impenBuri·; in 1298 the form 
is tractatum ee colloquium habituri·; and from 12 99 generally 
traetaturi 'lJ68trumque oonsilium impenBuri T. In this last for ... 
mula we have the fullest statement of the powers which, on. 
Edward's theory oC government, were exercised by those con
stituents of the national council that had 'for the longest time 
been. summoned: and these functions must be understoorl a5 
being shared by the judges an.d other councillors who are sum
moned in almost exactly the same terms 8. 

The writs ordering the return of representative knights run Writs for 

as follows; in. 12 I 3 J \lhn summons them ad loquendum :':g.t::,f 
nobiBcum de mgotiiB regni n08tri 9; in I2 54 the special pur-
pose is expressed ad providendum ••• gTlale aureilium ••• im
pendere lIelint 10; in 12 6 I the words are colloquium habituros ll ; 

in I2 64 nobiscum tractaturi II; under Simon. de' Montfort in. 
1265 all the representatives are summoned in. the same form 

1 ParI. Writs, i. p. I i Lords' Report, App. p. 36. 
• Part Writs, i. p. IS i Lords' Report. App. p. 49. 
• Part Writs, i. p. 35; Lords' Report, App. p. 56. 
• Part Writs, i. p. 31; Lords' Report, App. p. 67. 
• Part Writs, i. p. 51 i Lords' Report, App. p. 77. 
o Part Writs, i. p. 65. ' 
• Pari. Writs, i. p. 83 i Lords' Report, App. p. 103. 
I The differences are slight i the barons are summoned in flaB ee 1oma

gio, the prelates in fide et ailectione, the judges and councillors without 
any such adjuration. The barons and prelates are summoned' quod • • .' 
personaliter intersitis nobiscum ac cum ceteris praelatis, magnatibus et 
proceribus,' or • magnatibus' simply; the judges and councillors' ac cum 
ceteris de consilio nostro,' aU alike • tractaturi vestrumque in praemissis. 
consilium impensuri.' 

• Lords' Report, App. p. 2 i Select Charters, p. 387. 
10 Lords' Report, App. p. 13; Select Charters, p. 376. 
J1 Lords' Report, App. p. 23; Select Charters, p. 405. 
II Foedera; i. 443; Select Charters, p. 413. 
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Ponn of as the magnates J; in 1275 the form is ad tractandum I; in 
jUu_,. 

1282 the character of the full power which they receive from 
their constituencies is expressed, ad aucliendwm et faciendum ea 
f[U1JIl aibi lIZ parte t'l08tra faciemus 08ten/US: in 1283 the words 
are super ltiis et aliis locuturi': in 1290 the full powers are 
described, ad consulendum et tot'lsentitmdum pro. Btl et commu
nitate ilia Aiis q:uae comites, barones et preceres praedicti tunc 
duxel"int concordancla ' ; in 1294 ad consulendum 61 C01'&Slm-

Fonn in tb tiend"m I; in 1295 both knights of the shire and representa
=t,:~::F tives of the towns are to be chosen ad faciendum quod tunc de 
generally. communi consilio ordinamtur" i and this form is retained until 

General 
inference 
fromt.h_ 
forma. 

under Edward II the words ad consentiendum are add¢ 8_ 

The variations of expression may safely be interpreted as 
showing some uncertainty as to the functions of the repre
sentatives, although. as in the case of the barons, it may often 
merely show the difference of the occasion for which they were 
summoned. But it would 'be wrong to infer from the words in 
which their full representative powers were described that their 
functions were ever limited to mere consent to the resolutions of 
the magnates. Certaiuly this was not the case in questions of 
taxation.in which the sev6ral bodies deliberated and determined 
apart. The fact that the representative or delegate powers are 
80 carefully described in the later writs shows the care taken, at 
the time of transition from taxation by local consent to taxation 
by general enactment, that no community. Should escape con
tribution by alleging the incompleteness of the powers with 
which it had invested its delegates; ita quod J!1'O defectu Aujus 

I Lords' Report, App. p. 33; Select Charters, p. 415 • 
. • See above, p. 234, note 5. 

• ParI. Write, i. 10; Selec~ Charters. p. 465. 
• Pari. Writs, i. 16; Select Charters, p. 468. 
• Pari. Writs, i. 2I; Select Charters, p. 477. 
• Pari. Writs, i. 26; Select Charters, p. 481. 
, Pari. Writs, i. 29. Select Charters, p. 486. The summons to the par

liament of Lincoln orders the repn!8entatives to be sent' eum plena potes
tate audiendi et faciendi ea quae ibidem in praemissis ordinari contigerint 
pro communi commodo dieti regni;' ParI. Writs, i. 90. 

• The form in which the third estate was called to the States General 
at Tours in 1308 is thus given by M. Boutaric, p. 18: 'Pour entendre, 
recevoir, approuver et f&ire tout ce qu'il serait commandoS par Ie roi, sans 
uciper du recours .. leurs commettants.' 
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l)otestatiB negotium praedictum infeetwm non remaneat quoquo 
modo '. The delegates had full procuratorial power both to 
advise and to execute. The fact however J'emains that, although Relation of 

the assembly was called for advice and co-operation, it was ~'k."::i:,"'ro':..D8 
co-operation rather than advice that was expected from the 
commons: couneel is distinctly mentioned in the invitation' to 
the magnates, action and consent in the invitation to !repre
sentatives '. Similar variations are to be found in the writs 
directing the parliamentary representation of the clergy; in 
J 295 the proctors as well as the prelates are summoned ad 
tractanaum, ordina.naum et fac£endum 8; in 1299 the form is 
ad facit:ndum et conBentiendum'. Under Edward ill fa-
ciendum is frequently omitted, and in the reign of Richard II 
their function is reduced to simple consent. 

History has thrown no light, as yet, on the way in which the No light &II 

f h . h th . I 'a1 yet on the powers 0 t e representatives, weer procuratona or sena.tori ,me~od of 

. d d h . h I Ii . aJ. di . f vOting
• were exerCise ; an wen, In t e ong po tlC scusinons 0 

the fourteenth century, so~e vestiges of personal in~ependent 
action can be traced amongst the commons, it is difficult to see 
that the constitutional position of the representatives. in their 
house differed at all from that of the peers in theirs. It ifI of 
course possible that some change for the better followed the 
definite arrangement. of parliament in two houses. In fact, until 
that arrangement was perfected, the discussion would be mono
polised by those members who, by skill in business, greatness of 

• personal position, or fluency in French or Latin, were accus
tomed to make themselves heard; and few of these would be 
found amongst the knights, citizens, and burghers. The ob
scuiity of details dOllS not stop here. No authentic record has 
yet been found of the way in which the general assent of the' 
assembly was taken, or the result of a division ascertained. 
We might infer from the pFocuratoria.l character of the powers 
of the representatives, that on some questions. taxation in par-

I See the Writs of 1294 and 1295. 
• This point is strongly urged by Mr. Gairdner in his interesting article 

on the functioDl of the House of Lords. Antiquary, ix. 149 sq. 
• Parl Writs, i. 30. .. Parl Wfits, L 83. 
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ticular, the two members for each community would have only 
The ',,!odus a joint vote. The so-called 'Modus tenendi parliamentum' 
=~=:- might be thought likely to illustrate this 1. But that curious 
~~~ sketch of the parliamentary constitution cannot have been 

drawn up until a period much later than that on which we are
now employed and seems to describe an ideal of the writer 
rather .than any condition of things that ever re~ly existed. 

Relation of 229. To this point then had the parliamentary constitution 
the evena of .. 
1295 to thoee grown under the hand of thIs great klllg. The assembly _defi-
of 1297; 'tel tit ted . . f h 

and of 
the king to 
the new 
parliament. 

w y cons u In 1~95,-at once a representation 0 t e 
three estates and a concentration of the local institutions,
the clergy, the barons and the communities, associated for 
financial, legislative, and political action-obtained in 1291 
the fullest recognition of its rights as representing the whole 
nation. It had come into existence by a growth peculiar to 
itself, although coinciding in time with the corresponding 
developments in other nations, and 'Yas destined- to have a 
different history. Of this representative body the- king was 
at once the hand and the head, and for foreign affairs the 
complete impersonation. _He called together the assembly when 
and where he chose; the result of the deliberations was realised 
as his act; the laws became valid by his expressed consent, and 
were enforced under his commission and by his writ; his refusal 

Checka on stayed all proceedings whether legislative or executive. It was 
the system. 

no part of the policy of Edward to diminish royal power and 
dignity; probably for every concession which patriotism or 
statesmanship led him to make, he retained a check by which' 
the substance of power would be kept in the hand of a sove
reign wise enough to use it rightly. The parliamentary consti

.tution was by no means the whole of the English system: there 
still remained, in varying but not exhausted strength, by no 
means obsolete, the several institutions royal and popular, 
central and local, administrative and executive, out of which 
the parliamentary constitution itself sprang, whose powers it 

1 Select Charters, p. 513. There an the laity appear to vote to~ther, 
and with equal votes; two knights, we are told, could outweigh one earl ; 
and in the house of clergy two proctors could outvote a bishop. But this. 
seelUB purely imaginary. 
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concentrated aDiI regulated but did not extinguish, and whose 
functions it exercised without superseding them. The general Edwatd's 

reforms in law, army and finance, which were completed by ~~~:." 
Edward I, bear the same mark of definiteness and completeness 
which he 80 clearly impressed on parliament; & mark which 
those departments continued to bear for at least two centuries 
and & half, aDd which in some respects they bear to tbe present 
day. The permanent and definite character thus impressed gave 
strength to the system, although it perhaps diminished its elas" 
ticity and in some points made the occasion for future difficulties. 

The high court of parliament had for one of its historical Continuity 

antecedents the ancient court and council of the king, which ~!"nalrf'g'· 
was as certainly the parent of the house of lords, as the shire inlInenco. 

system was of the house of commons. The king's court had in 
its judicial capacity been the germ of the whole higher judicial 
system of the country, as well as of the parliamentary and 
financial machinery. But so far from'. having lost strength by 
dividing and subdividing its functions, the magi!Jal circle that 
surrounded the king remained as much as ever a nucleus of 
strength and light. Such strength and light Edward was well 
able to appreciate; and in it he found ~is royal as contrasted 
with his constitutional. position; in other .words he organised 
the powers of his prerogative, the residuum of that royal 
omnipotence, which, 'since the days of the Conquest, had been 
on all sides limited by the national growth and by the restric-
tions imposed by routine, law, policy, and patriotic statesman-
ship. The primitive constitution, local, popular, self-regulating, 
had received a. new element from the organising power of the 
Normans. The royal central justice had come to remedy the 
evils of the popular law; the curia regis was a court of equity· 
in relation to the common law of the county court. Now, the 
curia regis had incorporated itself with the common law system 
of the country, just as parliament had becOJ;ne a. permanen't 
institution. The royal chancery was now regarded as a re-
source for equitable remedy against the hardships of the courts 
of Westminster, as the courts, of Westminster had been a 
remedy against the inequalities of the shiremoot. The vita1 



&~~. 
council. 

The early 
counoil of 
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and· prolific power remained unimpaired, and side by side with 
the growth of the power of parliament, grew also the power of 
the crown exercised in and through the counciP. 

230. The special circle of sapiente8, councillors, and judges, 
to which Henry II reserved the decision of knotty cases of 
finance and laws, was perhaps the first germ of the later council, 
as th~ little circle of household officers may have formed the 
nucleus of the Exchequer and the Curia Regis. But, beyond the 
short mention of 'it in the Gests Henrici and the Dialogus 
de Scaccario, we have no traces of its action. . Richard I had 
his staff of personal counsellors, his clerks and secretaries such 
as Philip of Poictiers, but they were rather a personal than 
a royal retinue, and, as he was constantly absent from England, 
his personal councn had no constitutional status as apart from 
that of his justiciar. John however had a large body of 
advisers, many of them foreigners, who, except as his servants, 
could have had no legal position in the country, and for whom 
h.e obtained such a· position by appointing them to definite 
offices, sheriffdoms and the like. But although it may fairly 
be granted that the king's private advisers had thus early 
gained definite recognition, and together with the officers of 
the household, court, and. exchequer, -,nay have been known 
as the royal council, it is to the minority of Henry III that 
the real importance of this body must be traced. Notwith
standing the indefiniteness of the word concilium, it is clear 
that there was then a staff of officers at work, not identical with 
the commu1Ul const'Zium regni. The supernum or supremum 
concilium8, to which jointly with the king' letters ana peti
tions . are addressed, clearly comprised the. great men of the 
. regency, William Marshall the rector regis et regni, Gualo the 
legate and Pandulf after him, Peter des Roches, the justiciar, 

1 On the History of the Council, see Sir P. Palgrave's Essay on the 
King's Council, Dicey's Essay on the Privy Council, and Gneist, Verwalt. 
i. 352 sq. In the last of these the history of the counoil is given with too 
little regard to historical sequence or deVelopment, hut the subjeot is one 
of exceedingly great difficulty. _. Vol. i. 603. 

• 'Quoniam in praesentiI' domini legati et superni concilii domini regia 
estiB;' F. de BreauM to Hubert de Burgh, Royal Letters, i. 5. 

6 Royal Letters, i. 37, 43. 
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chancellor, vice-chancellor, and treasurer 1. It is addressed as The titles of 

rwbi16 consilium', nobile et pruden' comiliums; its members the oounciL 

are majO'l'6B or magnaiu' de consilio', comiliarii and consi-
liatO'l'6B'. Its action during the minority is traceable in every 
department of work, and it worked in the king's name. It 
may be indeed inferred from the mention made in the treaty 
of Lambeth of the comilium of Lewis, that such a body was 
generally regarded as a part of the royal establishment, and the 
institution may have been borrowed from France, where in con-
sequence of the dismemberment of the monarchy there was 
nothing anBwering to the commune conailium 'I'egni. But how- 1»1 oompooi. 

h· h b f: h . r tioDunder ever t IS may ave een, rom t e accessIOn 0 Henry III ·a Henry Ill. 

council comes into prominence which seems to contain the 
officers of state and of the household, the whole judicial staff, 
a number of bishops· and barons, and other members who in 
default of any other official qualification are simply counsellors ; 
these formed a permanent, continual' or resident council, which 
might transact business from day to day, ready to hold special 
sessions for special business, to attend the king in parliament 
and act for him 8, but the distinguishing feature of which 

1 Royal Letters, i. 44; addressed to Henry, Pandulf, Peter des Roches, 
'ceterioque consiliatoribus domini regis.' The archbisbop of Dublin writes· 
to Ralph Neville asking him to excuse him 'apud concilium domini regis;' 
ibid. 89. • Royal Letters, i. 94-

• Royal Letters, i. 123. 
• Royal Letters, i. 60, 70; Foedera, i. 400. 
• Royal Letters, i. 13,32,440 129, &c. 
• Letters of the pope allowing the bishops to be members of the council 

are in the Royal Letters, i. 549. 
, • Son continuel conseil;' Rot. ParI. iii. 16, 349; Nicolas, Proceedings 

of the Privy Couneil, i. p. 3. • Familiare consilium,' M. Paris, v. 549; 
• secretum concilium,' Hemingb. ii. 20. 

B The several sorts of business transacted before the council in the early 
years of Henry III are given by Sir T. Hardy from the Close Rollo, in his 
preface to the first volume; • it had a direct jurisdiction over all the pro
ceedings of the courts below, with the power of reversing any judgment of 
those courts founded in error;' • whenever the council thought it expe
dient to have the advice and assistance of any particular persons, whether 
barons, bishops, or others, the chancellor by order of the council iosued 
write of summons to such persons, according to circumstances; and if any 
information was required, writs and commissions emanating from the 
council were dispatched out of Chancery, and the inquisitions made by 
virtue of such writs being presented to the council. instructions upon the 
matter at issue were thereupon delivered as the case ,:equired. Conventions 
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was its permanent employment in the business ~f the court, 
The historians now and then inform us of the addition and 
removal of members I, Tpe foreign favourites of Henry acted 
as members of this council, and provoked the hatred of the 
nation by their opposition to the king's constitutional advisers, 
whose functions they us~rped and whose influence in the council 
they were sufficiently numerous to overpower, 

Among the many schemes of reform which we have seen 
brought forward between 1237, 12441

, and 1258, were plans 
for imposing a constitutional oath on the counsellors, and for 
introducing special nominees of the baronage into the body; 
thus making the permanent council a sort of committee of 
the commune concilium; and, when in the provisionary schemes 
of 1258 sand 1264 the royal power was in the hands of the 
barons, a regularly constituted council, of limited number and 
definite qualifications, was appointed to attend and act for the 
king. 

The obscurity which hangs over the council during Henry's 

recognisanoos, baila, and a"crreements were also made before the Council. 
Oaths, vouchers, and protestations were also made before it. Orders 
for payments of money were issued from it. Judgment was given in 
matters tried before it upon petition. Persons were ordered to appear 

. before the Council to show why they opposed the execution of the king's 
precepts; and so also persons aggrieved, to state their complaints; and 
the aggressors were commanded to appear and answer the charges pre
ferred against them.' • It was declared by the king that earls and barons 
should only be amerced before the Council,' &c. 

1 Thus friar Agnellus was a counsellor of Henry III in 1233; M. Paris, 
iii. 257; the king called Friar John of S. Giles to his council in 12 39 ; 
ibid. 627; Sinton the Norman and Geoffrey the Templar were expelled 
from the council; ibid. 629; Paulin Piper and John Mansell in 1244 were 
appointed by the king to be his principal counsellors; and Lawrence of 
S. Martin • consiliorum regalium moderatorem;' ibid. iv. 294. William 
Perepound, an astrologer, was in the council in 1226; ibid. iii. III. In 
1237 William, bishop elect of Valence, 'factus est consiliarius regis prin
cipalis, cum aliis undecinl, qui super s&Crosancta juraverunt quod fidele 
consilium regi praestarenti et ipse sinrlliter juravit quod eorum consilio 
obediret;' Ann, Dunst. p. 146. In 1255 Sir John de Gray retired from 
the Council, M. Paris, v. 523; in 1256 John Darlington was called 
to it, ibid. 549; in 1257 Hurtaldus, a royal counsellor, special cl91'k, 
and treasurer of the king's chamber. died; ibid. 655. In 1253. the king 
wished the bishop of Salisbury to attend the council. 'et praebuit se diffi
cilem propter quod ad praesens nolumus habere alios consiliarios quam 
ordinavimus ;' Prynne, Reg. i. 390, 

, Above, pp. 54, 6+ • Above, p. 78• 
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reign is not altogether dispelled. in that of his son. Henry had 
retained a special council as long as he lived, and Edward'l! 
absence from England at his accession left the power in the 
hands of his father's advisers 1. He seems thus to have' ac- Council 

ceptcd the institution of a council as a part of the general Ed'!.":ro I . 
. system of government, and, whatever had been the stages of 

its growth, to have given it definiteness and consistency. It 
is still uncertain whether the baronage generally were not, if 
they chose to attend, members ex officio, but it is quite clear 
that, where no such qualification e~sted, members were quali-
fied by oath and summons. In the oath taken by the king's Oaths,of the 

councillors in 1257 s, they bind themselves to give faithful oounciJlo .... 

counsel, to keep secrecy, to prevent alienation of ancient de-
mesne, to procure justice for rich and poor, and to allow 
justice to be done on themselves and their friends, to abstain 
from gifts and Inisuse of patronage and influence, and to be 
faithful to the queen and to the heir. The oath taken under 
Edward I contains twelve articles, the last of which is tobs 
sworn by the judges also: these are to give, expedite, and 
execute faithful counsel; to maintain, recover, increase, and 
prevent the diminution of, royal rights; to do justice, honestly 
and unsparingly, and to join in no engagements which may 
prevent the counsellor from fulfilling his promise; and lastly, 
to take no gifts in the administration of justice, save meat aml, 
drink for the day·. 

We find among the writs of summons many addressed to QU&iification 
• of councillors 

these sworn councillors, the deans and, clerks sworn of the by oath. 

council t, and others; and we may fairly conclude that it now 
contained all the judges and officers 9f the household"although 
the former at least would not be able to keep continual resi-
dence. At any rate it was as members of the royal council 

1 Thus on the day after 'Henry's death the great seal was delivered to 
the archbishop of York and R. Aguillun 'et ceteris consiliariis domini 
regiB in praesentia eorundem consiliariorum j' Foed. i. 497. 

• See Ann. Burton, p. 395. 
• Foed. i. 1009; also ParI. Writs, n. ii. 3. 
.. Select Charters, p. 484. See the oath taken by the bishop of London, 

'quem rex vult esse de consilio regis,' in 1307; Foed. i. 1009· 
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that the judges were from the year 1295 summoned to the 
parliaments and great councils of the kingdom. 

!,=.,;:f":'~ Although a large proportion of its members would, as earls, 
!ta me,!,ben barons, and bishops, be members of the commU1I6 concilium; 
mparlia-
mont. the judges and '?Pecial counsellors, who owed their place there 

Conciliar 
and parli .... 
mentary 
fUDCtiona. 

simply to the royal summons, or to royal nomination inde
pendent of feudal or prescriptive right, were not necessarily 
parts of that constitutional body; and the commune concilium, 
after it had taken its ultimate form and incorporated repre-
sentative members, contained a very large number who were 
not members of the permanent council. Nor were the rela
tions of the two bodies to the king of the same sort; he acted 
with the counsel and consent of the commune concilium, but in 
and through the permanent council; the functions of the latter 
were primarily executive, and it derived such legislative, poli
tical, taxative and judicial authority as it had, from the person 
of the king, although many of its members wo~d have a con
stitutional share of those powers as bishops and barons. Thus 
the permanent council might claim a share in those branches of 
administration which emanated directly from the king rather 
than in those which emanated from the subject; in legislation 
and judicature rather than in constitutional taxation. In the 
latter departmen't each member of the council would either as 
a baron tax himself personally, or as a commoner tax himself 
through his representative. Hence the mere coull$ellor would 
not as such have a voice in taxation; and hence probably 
arose the custom of regarding the judges and other summoned 
counsellors as rather assistants than members of the parlia
ment or great council; and thus perhaps the judges and the 
lawYers with them lost their chance of becoming a fourth 
fstate l • 

1 • For ages past the members of the CODcilium ordinarium who are not 
also members of Parliament have been reduced to the humble station of 
assistants to the House of Lords;' Edinb. Rev. xxxv. 15. On this subject 
Bee Prynne's Register, i. pp. 341 sq., 361 sq. He argues that as they are not 
nniformly summoned, as they are not mentioned in the writs to the mag
nates, but apparently summoned at the will of the king, and simply &8 

counsellors, cwn ceteris de consilio nostro, and as they could not appear 
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It would be dangerous to decide by conjecture on a point v8.ri~tyof 
which has been discussed with EO much learning aud with such ~1D.l~::~ 
discordant views by many generations of lawyers, when the 
terms used are in themselves ambiguous and at different periods 
mean very different things. The fact that the word council. 
implies both an organised body of advisers, and the assembly· 
in which that organised body meets; that it means several 
differently organised bodies, and the several 9ccasions of their 
meeting; that those several bodies have themselves . different 
organisations in different reigns although retaining a corporate 
identity; and that they have frequently been discussed by 
writers who have been unable to agree on a common voca-
bulary or proper definitions, has loaded the subject with 
difficulty. . We may however generalise thus: (I) there was a General 

t il tt d t th ki d d •· h' . ooncittsioDB permanen counc a en an on eng, an a VISlDg 1m lD aa to the 

all his sovereigu acts, composed of bishops, barons, judges and~=~.of 
others, all sworn as counsellors; and this council sitting in ooWlcil 
terminal courts assisted the king in hearing suits and receiving 
petitions. (2) In the parliaments of the three estates, fl'om the 
year 1295 onwards, the judges and other legal members of this 
permanent body, who did not possess the rights of baronage, 
were summoned to advise the king. (3) In conjunction with 
the rest of the prelates and baronage, and excluding the com-
mons and the minor clergy, the permanent council acted some-
times under the title of magnwm concilium; and this name 
was, occasionally, given to assemblies .in which the council and 
the Estates met, which are only distinguishable in small tech. 
nical points from proper parliaments. Many of the assell).blies 
of the reign of Henry III, the constitutions of which we have 
regarded as steps towards the realisation of the idea of parlia-
ment, may be regarded, in the light reflected from the four-
teenth century, as examples of the magnum concilium; but inTh.M~ttm 

Concilium. 
point of fact the magnum concilium under Edward II and 
Edward ill was only a. form of the general national assembly 
which had survived for certain purposes, when for other prac-

by proxy. they are &l!sistante only. not essential members of the parlia
ment. See Gneist, Verwalt. i. 389. 

VOL. n. T 
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tical uses of adIDinistration it had been superseded by the par
The Privy liament of the three estates as framed by Edward I. The 
Council . • 

privy council, from the reign of Richard IT onwards, although 
it inherited and amplified the functions of the permanent 
council of Edward I, differed widely in its organisation, and 
the steps by which the difference grew must be discussed 
later on. 

Gen~raJ and The name of parliament, the king's parliament, belonged to 
=ents. the sessions of each of the three bodies thus distinguished, the 

terminal session of the select council, the session of the great 
council, and the session of the commune concilium of the three 
estates 1. The historians distinguish between general and special 
parliaments, the former S being the full assembly of the com
mune concilium in the completeness recognised at the moment; 

~l~=~ the latter the royal session for the dispatch of business s. In 
the Bolls of Parliament the confusion' of name and distinction 
of functions are still more conspicuous, for most of the early 
documents preserved under that name belong to the sessions 
of the council for judicial business, held, as the Provisions of 
Oxford had ordered, at fixed times of the year, and resembling 
in idea, if not in fact, the crown-wearing days of the Norman 

The Iring 
acta both in 
Council 
and in 
Parliament. 

kings. 
Whilst the constitutional reforms of Edward I were gradually 

taking their final shape, it is not surprising that some con
fusion should arise between the functions of the king's council 
and those of the national council. In both we find the king 
legislating, judging, deliberating, and taxing, or attempting to 
tax. If in the one he enacted laws and in the other issued 
ordinances, if in the one he asked for an aid and in the other 
imposed a tallage or negotiated the concession of a custom, 
the ordinance and the statute differed little in application, the 
voluntary contribution and the arbitrar~ tallage were demanded 

1 See above, p. 236, note; Prynne, Reg. i. 397. 
• • Ms"O'Ilum parliamentum;' Ann. Winton, p. 119; Ann. WaverI. p. 390 • 

• Parliament general;' Stat. Westm. I; Select Charters, p. 450. The writs 
for the first parliament of 1275 call it a 'generale parliamentum;' ParI. 
Writs, i. I. 

S • SinguIare non generale tenuit l'arliamentum;' Ann. 08ne1, p. 299. 
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with equal cogency from the taxpayer. Some' few facta, if not 
rules or principles may, notwithstanding the rapid changes of 
the times, be determined, but in general it may be affirmed 
that for all business, whether it were such as could be done by 
the king alone or such as required the co-operation of the 
nation, the action of the smaller circle of advisers was con
tinually employed. The most important pointa, however, are 
those connected with judicature and legislation. 

231. The' petitions, addressed to the king, or to the king~. Pot.it.i!,DS 

d h· cil h' h 11 moouncil. an IS coun ,W lC are preserved in the early ro s of par-
liament, furnished abundant work to the permanent council, 
and the. special parliaments were probably the solemn occasions 
on which they were presented and discussed. These stated 
sessions 1 were held bi Edward I at Hilarytide, Easter, and 
Michaelmas, or at other times by adjournment. And then ~= in 

were heard also the great placito., or suits which, arising be-
tween great men or in unprecedented cases, required the judg-
ment of the king himself; . and the general parliaments, which 
were of course much less frequent, were for the sake of con
venience or economy usually called at times when the council 
was in session; a fact which has "increased the difficulty of 
distinguishing the acts of the two bodies. The placita'on these 
occasions were either relegated to small bodies of auditors who 
reported their opinion to the council, or were heard in the 
full council itself. Of the former sort were the suits between ~:,,:!~ 
the abbot of S. Augustine and the barons of Sandwich in 128o, 
and between the men of Yarmouth and the Cinque Ports in 
1290, in which a small number of councillors were assigned 
as auditors 2; of the latter was the claim of Gilbert of Clare 
to the castle and town of Bristol s, and the king's demand of 

1 The provi~ns of Oxford ordered three parliaments in the year, Octo
ber '/. February 2, and June I; S?lect Ch~. rp• 390, 393. Ed~ard I 
i8 said to have held four, at Chr.stmas, HUaryt.de. Easter and M.chael
mas' Lords' Report. i. 169; but these were not by any means regular. 
They frequently were held on the octaves of the festivals, and thus the 
Christmas Court would run on into the Hilary tide Council. 

• ParI. Writs, i. 8, 19. 20; B. Cotton, p. 1'/5· 
• ParI. Writs, i. 6; two foreigners, Francesco Accursi and the bishop of 

Verdun were present, besides the magnates' ,PIurimorum magnatum terrae 
T2 
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a sentence against Llewelyn, at Michaelmas, 12761, both of 
which were heard Rnd decided in full council, composed of 

He.ring of mao !mates, justices, and others, whose names are recorded. The 
petition .. 

hearing of petitions, was much more laborious work, and re-
quired more minute regulation. In the eighth year of Edward I 
it was ordered that all petitions should be examined by the 
judges of the court to which the matter in question properly 
belonged, so that only important questions should be brought 
before the king and council, especially such as were matters 
of grace and favour which could' not be answered without 

Arrange- reference to the king 2. A further order of the twenty-first 
:~~e~n~ of year provided that these petitions should be divided, by the 
petitioDBln • dt . h • t Ii b dl .• Imrliament. persons assIgne 0 recelve t em, in O. ve un es, contammg 

severally the documents to be referred to the Chancery, the 
Exchequer, the 'judges, the king and council, and those which 
had been already answered, 80 that matters referred to the 
king himself might be laid before him before he proceeded 
to transact business s. For the hearing as well as the reception 

in pleno consilio regis.' The list comprises the archbishop of Canterbury, 
four bishops, three earls, eleven barons, seventeen judges and clerks, 
Francesco Accursi, and G. de ,Haspal. 1 ParI. Writs, i.:;. ' 

• • Pur ceo ke la gent ke venent al parlement Ie Roy sunt sovent deslaez 
et desturbez a grant grevance de eus e de la curt par la multitudine des 
peticions ke sunt botez devant Ie Rey, de queus Ie plus porroient estre 
espleytez par Chanceler e par justices, purveu est ke tutes les peticions ke 
tuchent Ie sel veynent primes al chanceler, e ceus ke tuchent Ie Escheker 
veynent al Escheker, e ceus ke tuchent justices u ley de terre veinent 
a justices, e ceus ke tuchent J uerie veynent a justices de la J uerie. Et si 
les bosoigns seent si grantz u si de grace ke Ie chanceler e ces autres ne Ie 
pussent fere saDZ Ie rey, dunk il les porterunt par lur meins demeine 
dcvant Ie rey pur saver ent sa volente; ensi qe nuIe peticion ne veign .. 
devaunt Ie roy e son conseil fOrB par les mains des avauntditz chaunceller 
e les autres chef ministres; ensi ke Ie reye sun consail pussent saDZ charge 
de autre busoignes entendre a grosses busoignes de sun reaume e de ses 
foreines terres;' Rot. Claus. 8 Edward I, m. 6, dOrBo; Ryley, Pleadings, 
&c. p. 443. 

• • Le roy voet et ordeine qe totes les petycions qe de si en avant serrunt 
liveres as parlemens a' ceaus qil assignera a recevoir les, !JE' totes les peti
cions seient tot a primer, apres ce qe eles serrunt receves, bien examinees; 
et qe celes qe touchent la Chancel~.rie seient "Dlises en un Iyaz severau
ment, e les autres qe touehent Ie Escheker en autr .. liaz; et au!li seit fet 
de celes qe touchent les justices; et puis celes qe serront devant Ie rey e 
son consail severaument en autre liaz; et ausi celes qe aver ont este re
spondues devant en several Ii"" ; et ensi seient les choses reportees devant 
Ie rey devant ceo qe illes comence a deliverer;' Rot. Claus. 31 Edward I, 
m. 7; Ryley, Pleadings, p. 459. 
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of these petitions provision was made in the parliament, or by 
the king before the parliament opened j and from the records 
of 1305 we find that they were now presented in the full par
liament of. the estates \ for in that year Edward named special 
commissions of judges and barons to receive the petitions 
touching Scotland, Gascony, Ireland, and the Channel Islands. 
Those which could not be answered without reference to the 
king formed a special branch of business I, and it was from 
the &hare taken by the Chancellor in examining and reporting 
on the bills of grace and favour that his equitable jurisdiction 
in the fourteenth century grew up. The nomination of re- 1IA!ceive ... 

. d' b f' b' f .... d trie ... of celvers an tners ecame a part 0 the opemng usmess 0 petitions. 

every parliament, and the ultimate division of the work, in 
the reign of Richard II, was iuto three portions, one for the 
king, one for the council, and one for the parliament itself. 

232. Edward I, in the preamble of several of his statutes,IL Share of 

some of which were distinctly the result of deliberation of thi :::,,~ng'~ 
general parliament, mentions the participation of the council as legislation. 

well as that of the assembled estates. The first statute of 
Westminster was enacted by the king liar Bon conseil, and by 
the assent of the magnates and community·: the statute de. 
religioBiIl is made de consilio pradatorum comitum et aliorum 
fiJ,elium regni Mstn de consilio nostro e:cistentium'; the statute 
of Acton Burne!! is an enactment by the king, par luy e pa'1' 
Bun conseil a Bun parlemellt". In such cases it seems impos. 
sible to understand by the consml merely the advice of the 
persollS who are afterwards said to have consented. In other 
cases, however, the king enacts, or ordains by his council, when 
the action of parliament is altogether unnoticed. The statute 
of Rageman is • accorded by the king ~d by his council 6 j' the 
l>tatute • de Bigamis ' rehearses the names of a sort of committee 
of councillors, in whose presence the draught of it was read 
before it was 'confirmed by the king and the entire couDcil 7

• 

1 ParI. Writs, t ISS; Ryley, p. 508. 
• See Hardy'. Preface to the Close Rolls, i. p. xxviii. 
• Statutes, i. 36. • Ibid. i. 51. • Ibid. i. 53, 54. • Ibid. i. #. 

, • Statutes, i. 43. This statute gives the names of the councillors! .of 
whom Francesco Accursi W88 ODe; it W88 approved by • omnes de consilio, 
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It would seem certain from this that the king in his council 
made ordinances" as by the advice of his council he enacted. 
laws with consent of parliament. All Edward's legislation may 
be received as of full and equal authority, but we have to look 
forward to days in which the distinction between statute and 
ordinance will be closely scrutinised. 

~:~n For this part of Edward's system a parallel may be sought in 
institutions the practice of the French court under Philip the Fair. The 
of France I' f P' b raIl d . under .Philip par lament 0 arls may e gene y compare WIth the special 
tho FIW". • di 'al' li f h '1 1 Th h JU CI seSSIon or par ament 0 t e counm. e somew at 

later bed of justice, in which the king, with his court of peers 
and prelates, officers and judges, solemnly attested the decisions 
or the legislation put in form by parliament, loosely resembles 
the magnum concilium; and the States General answer to the 
parliament of the three estates, How far Edward I adopted 
from French usage the form of legal council which he seems to 
have definitely established, and the practice of giving to its 
legal members a place in parliament, and how far Philip the 
Fair borrowed from England the idea of the States General, 
need not be discussed, for it cannot be determined on existing 
evidence s, But the parallel, superficial as it may be, marks out 
the end of the reign of Edward in England and' the period 
of Philip the Fair in France, as the point at which the two 
constitutions approximated more nearly than. at any other in 
the middle ages. The divergences which. followed arose not 
merely from the absolutist innovations in France, but from the 
working of more ancient causes, which had for the moment 
drawn together to develop stronger differences hereafter. In 

justitiarii et alii;' the councillors named are two bishops,· one dean, three 
archdea.cons, five magistri, and nine others, who were employed at various 
times as itinerant justices and in like offices. The constitution is said to 
be made in parliament after Michaelmas, 1276; the assembly that gave 
sentence against llewelyn, and decided the cause of the earl of Gloucester, 
mentioned above, pp. 275, 276. 

1 The statute' de falsa moneta,' Statutes, i. 131, is quoted in the Ward
robe accounts as 'ordinatio facta per ipsum regem et consilium suum in 
parliamento tento apud Stebenhethe;' p. 5. 

"One of the best illustrations of this analogy is the Statute de Bigauris; 
see above, p. 277, note 7. 

• Compare Boutaric, lea Premiers Eta~ Generaux, p. 30. 
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England the several bodies maintained more or less a right 
of co-operating in each branch of administration; in France 
the States General, although in the first instance called for the 
purpose of political deliberation, were soon limited to the subject 
of taxation: and declaration of grievances, and lost their political 
weight with their deliberative power; whilst the judicial work, 
and the duty of registering rather than of joining in legislation, 
fell to the parliament of Paris. In England the jurisdiction of 
the House of Lords was co-ordinate with that of the council; 
the legislative power of the parJiament-did not exclude .the 
ordaining power of the council; the council acted executi vely in 
all political matters on which the parliament deliberated, and, 
if in taxation the sole authorising body was the assembly of the 
three estates in parliament, the exclusion of the king's right of 
tall aging, and of the action of his ministers in obtaining loans 
and benevolences, was not completely secured until a compa.
ratively late period. 

233. The judicial machinery of the kingdom received during EdWB.rd·~ 
the period before us, and finally under Edward I, the form ~~.li.ili.t 
which with a few changes it has retained to recent times; the system. 

measures by which this was done may be briefly enumerated 
here, although from henceforth they cease to have any special 
bearing on our main subject 1. The evolution of the several 
courts of supreme judicatw'e from the personal jurisdiction of 
the king, first in the Curia Regis and Exchequer, we have 
already examined. We have traced to the arrangements made 
by Henry II in 1178 ,for the constant session of a limited 
number of judges in the Curia, the probable origin of the King's 
Bench as a distinct tribunal; and we have seen, in· the 17th 
article of Magna Carta, the Common Pleas separated from the 
other suits that came before this' cowt. At the beginning of Division of 

.. fi the courts : 
the reign of Henry III the three courts are distlD~1Shed; rst, 
as to the class of causes entertained: the Exchequer hearing 
cases touching the king's revenue; the Court of Common Pleas 
the private suits of subjects; and the King's Bench, under the 
head of placita coram rege, all other suits, whether heard before 

• 00 this see Goeist, Verwalt. i. 317-320 sq., 337-352• 



~8o Conatitutio1lal Hi8tory. [CHA!'. 

the king, or before the justiciar, or the limited staff of judges. 
They are distinguished, furthe~, as to the place of session, the 
Common Pleas being fixed at Westminster, the'other two fol
lowing the king, although the Exchequer, in its proper character, 
was as a rule held at ,Westminster. The justiciar, however, 
was still the head of th4 whole system, and the body of judges 
was not yet divided into three distinct benches or colleges, each 

under exclusively devoted to,' one branch. This final step is under-
Hemym 

stood to have been taken shortly befbre the end of the reign of 
Henry ill, but no legislativ6 act has been found on which it 
was based, and it may have been originally a mere voluntary 

Further regulation adopted for convenience. The multiplication of suits, 
~~U~ , 

the increasing spirit of litigation, and the great development of 
legal ingenuity at this period, will account for the growth of 
distinct systems of rules, forms of pleading, and the like, in the 
three courts. The increasing difficulty of administering justice 
under three forms, by the same judges, would cause the gl'8.dual 

Exfi!not!~of apportioning of particular individuals to particular courts; and 
~;.ustiCl&l'- as the office of great justiciar, after the fan of Hubert de Burgh, 

lost its importance, and may b~ said to have become practically 
extinct, the tendency to division was strengthened by the 
acephalous condition of the courts. This was remedied by the 

Three chief appointment of a head or capital member to each body. From 
judgee. 

the beginning of the reign of Edward I we find a series of 
Chief Justices of Common Pleas', as well as of the King's 
Bench, and fro~ the middle of the next reign a regular suc
cession of Chief Barons of the Exchequer. The tendency to 
specialisation was, however, somewhat neutralised by the ex
ertions of the professional lawyers to attract business into the 

~~~te courts in which they practised. In 1282 the king had to pro
Jurisdictions. hibit the treasurer and barons of the Excbequer from hearing 

common' ple\\S, as contrary to the custom of the kingdom, except 

1 See FOBS's Tabulae Curiales. In 1278, at Gloucester, the king in 
council re-nominated a chief justice and two others, • Justitiae de Banco 
ad placita regia;' a chief and four others, • justitiae de Banco Westmo
nasterii;' Biz justices in eyre for the north, and Biz for the BOUth; with 
fixed sums, • nomine feodi ad 8ustentationem,' varying from sixty to forty 
marks; ParI. Writs, i. 383. 
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in cases which touched. the king or the ministers of the Ex
chequer 1. This. custom was embodied in a statute in 1300; 
and, although the pertinacity of the lawyers contrived to evade 
it by the means of fictitious pleadings, it served to show the 
king's intention of completely defining the business of the 
tribunals. The same process is traceable in the division of the 
petitions presented to the king and council in 1280 and 1293, 
those referred to the justices being separated from those referred 
to the Exchequer I. Tbe common law jurisdiction of the Chan- The 

• Chancellor 
cellor was perhaps comprehended m. tbe same scheme of as judge. 

specialisation: in 1280, after Epipbany, the king went to hunt 
in the New Forest, but the Chancellor returned to London as 
to a certain place where all who sought writs, and were pro
secuting their rights, might find a ready remedy'. But if this 
were so, the plan was found impracticable for the present; 
Edward could not do without his Chancellor, who accompanied 
him in his long wit to France; and, in the. Articuli super 
Cartas, the duuse wmch forbade the hearing of Common Pleas 
in the Exchequer directed that the King's :Bench and the 
Chancery should still follow the king's person j implying further 
tbat the Exchequer, which in 1277 had been taken to Shrews. 
bury, and in 1299 to York', should remain at Westminster. 

234: The origin of the equitable jurisdiction ofthe Chancellor ~~~b~. 
is connected directly with the history of the king's council. ~~OD 
T Ch&noellor. be Chancellor had long been, as a baron of the Exchequer . 
and as a leading member of the Curia, entrusted with judicial 
functiolis. To him, as well as. to the justices of the land and 
the Exchequer, the ordinance of 128~ referred a distinct class of 
petitions. But as yet the king was the chief judge in equity, or 
• matters of grace and favour: And' matters which were so 

I Foedera, i. 618. . • Above. p. 276. 
• Ann. Waverl. p. 393. 
• In 1210 the Exchequer was takeJI. to Northampton; Madox, p. 131: 

in 1366 the Exchequer and King'a Bench were at S. Paul's;. Lib. de Antt. 
Legg. p. 8.p in 1277 the Exchequer, and in u8a. the Benc:h, went to 
Shrewsbury; in 1290 the Exchequer was held at the Hnetinge m. London; 
in 1299, both Exchequer and Ben~ went to York. Se~ M.adox, Rist. 
Exch. pp. 552, 553; Ryley's Pleadings, p. 2a5; ParI. Wnts, 1. 86; Ann. 
Winton, p. 12.4; .Ann. Dunst. p. 278. 
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great, or of grace, that the Chancellor and others could not 
dispatch them without the king,' were ordered to be brought 
before the king, and, except by the hands of the Chancellor and 
other chief ministers, no .petition was to come before the king 
and his council. At this period, then, the Chancellor, although 
employed in equity, discharged ministerial functions only 1. When, 
early in the reign of Edward III, the Chancellor ceased to be a 
part of the king's personal retinue .and to follow the court, his 
tribunal acquired a more distinct and substantive character, as 
those of the other courts 'had done under the like circumstances; 
petitions for grace and favour began to be addressed primarily 
to him, instead of being tsimply referred to him by the king, or 
passed on through his hands. In the 22nd year of that king 
such transactions are recognised as the proper province of the 
Chancellor I, and from that time his separate and independent 
equitable jurisdiction began to grow into the possession of that 
powerful and complicated machinery which belongs to later 
history. Since the fall of the great justiciar, the Chancellor 
was in dignity, as well as in power and influence, second to the 
king. Robert Burnell was the first great chancellor, as Hubert 
de Burgh was the last great justiciar. 

235. The provincial jurisdiction exercised by itinerant jus
tices has a conspicuous place among the institutions reformed 

1 Neither Glanvill, the Mirror, :Bractori, :Briton, J!1eta, nor the • Diver
site des Courtes,' ever alludes to the Chancery as a court of Equity; 
Hardy, Close Rolls, i. pref. p. xxiii. Yet the distinction was recognised 
between law and equity as early as the time of Glanvill, and was inherent 
in the double character of the judicature; and Fleta (li. 13) mentions the 
hearing of petitions as one of the principal duties of the chancellor and his 
clerks, • quorum officium sU Bupplicationes at querelas conquerentium 
audire et examinare, et eis super qUalitatibUB injuriarum ostensarum debi· 
tum remedium exhibere per brevia regis.' 

• • Quia circa diversa negotia nos et statum regni nostri Angliae concer
nentia Bumus indies muitipliciter occupati, volumus quod quilibet negotia 
tam communem legem regni nostri Angliae quam gratiam nostram speci
&lem concernentia penes nosmet ipsos habens ex nunc prosequenda, eadem 
negotia, videlicet negotia ad communem legem penes venerabilem virum 
electum Cantuariensem confirmatum cancellarium nostrum per ipsum ex
l?edienda, et alia negotia de gratia nostra concedenda penes eundem 
cancellarium Beu dilectum clericum nostrum custodem sigilli nostri pri
vati, prosequantur,' Rot. Claus. 38 Edw. III; Hardy, Close Roll .. i. 
pref. xxviii. 
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by Edward 1, and contributes an important element to the 
social and political history of his father's reign also. The 18th 
article of the Charter of John directed that for the purpose of 
taking assizes of mort d'ancestor, novel disseisin, and darrein 
presentment, two justices should visit each county four times a 
year 1. This regulation was confirmed in the Charter of 1216, 
but materially altered by that of 1217', which placed the assize 
of darrein presentment und~r the view of the justices of the 
bench and directed the other two to be taken only once a year. 
These itinerant justices were however properly justices for these ~li.r 

. I dh' . d 'h k,tineront assLZes, mere y; an t elr sessIOns 0 not appear to ave ta enjusticea. 
the place or to have superseded the necessity of the more im-
portant visitations for the purpose of gaol delivery and amerce-
ments which had been continued since 1166. These visitations 
seem to have been held at irregular intervals and under special 
articles of instruction; some of the justices being, as Bracton 
tells us, commissioned to hear all sorts of pleas s, and some 
restricted to particular classes of causes. 'Throughout the reign Eyres under 

f H 
. Henry lII. 

o enry TIr these courts are found everywhere in great ac-
tivity, their judicial work being stilI combined with financial 
work, the amercement of shires, and hundreds, of contumacious 
and negligent suitors, and the raising of money from the commu-
nities not represented in the -commune concilium. Their exertions 
in one form or another brought a large revenue to the crown, 
and, whilst they enabled Henry to resist the reasonable demands 
for reform, they turned a measure which had been both welcome 
and beneficial into a means of oppression. Hence both the Unpopu-

. • larity of 
barons and the people generally looked on them With great th ... courts. 

jealousy. The petition that led to the Provisions of Oxford 
contains complaints of mal-administration and extortion ': the 
monastic annalists register long details of expensive litigation, 
and under the protection of their great neighbours the stronger 
towns refused to receive the itinerant judges unconditionally. 
In 1261 Worcester declined to admit them on the ground that 
seven years had not elapsed since the last visit', and Hereford 

I Select Charters, p. 299. 
• Bra.cton, lib. iii. tr. i. c. II. 
I Ann. Wigorn. p. 446. 

• Ibid. p. 345. 
• See articles 13, 14. 
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did the same. pleading that their proceeding~ were contrary to 
Frequency the Provisions of Oxford 1~ That constitution however con
of their 
_OIlS. tained no regulation as 'to a septennial eyre, and the annals 

of Dunstable, Worcester; Winchester, and Waverley, furnish 
abundant evidence that the visitations :were much mOl1e fre
quent. No fixed rule can be inferred from these notices, and it 
is most probable that the irregular system of earlier times. was 
continued. If this be so, Edward I has the credit of reducing 
to definite rules the characteristic procedure of his great-grand
father, when he substituted regula~visitations of judges of 
assize for the irregular circuits of the justices itinerant~ The 
first measure of the reigJ;l, taken by his ministers before his 

Statute of arrival, was to stop the work of the itinerant justices 2. In. his 
Rageman. 

fourth year, by the statute of RagemanS, he ordel'ed a general 
visitation for hearing complaints of trespass and offences a."aainst 
statutes committed dul'ing the last twenty-five years; but this 
seems to have been no more than a proceeding under special 

Institution commission. 'l'he newer system is referred by the legal his
:~~=. of torians to the 30th article of the second statute of Westminster, 

A. D. :i:.l 85 t; by which two sworn justices are to be assigned, 
before whom, in conjunction with one or two knights of the 
shire, all assiZes of mort d'ancestor, novel disseisin and attaints, 
are to be taken, thrice a year, in July, September, and January. 
From the form of writ ordering the trial of questions of fact 
before the justices at Wesitminster, unless the sworn justices 
hold their visitation before a' fixed day, these latter received the 

and circuits name of justices of Nisi :Prius. The statute 2 I Edward I 
ofBBSizea; 

divided the kingdom into four circuits, each of which had two 
justices assigned to itS: these were to take the assizes as before, 
but without· a restriction of terms, and were to be on duty 

of gaol throughout the year. By a further act of the 27th year, the, 
deilvery. • f . ., f I justices 0 assize were ordered to act as Justices 0 gao 

delivery8; and thus obtained all the judicial, authority which 

1 Cont. M. Paris, ed. Wats, p. 990. I Ann. Winton, p. 1I3. 
S Statutes of the Realm. i. 44; in 1278 two bodies of six itinerant judges 

were appointed by the king and council; ParI. Writs, i. 38a. . 
• Statutes, i. 86. • Statutes, i. I U. • Statutes, i. 129. 
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had belonged to their predecessors, although special commis-
sions for criminal cases, such as that of the justices of Trail. 
basOOn appointed in 1305 t, were now and then issued. The 
system of division of business, now established in the courts of 
Westminster, 80 far affected the provincial jurisdiction, that it 
was necessary to provide that aBSizes and inquests might be 
taken before anyone judge of the court in which the plea was 
hrought and one knight ofthe shire!!; and it was not .until the ~odifica-
14th of Edward III that inquests of Nisi Prius were allowed to tioD& 

be heard by the justices of Nisi Prius, altogether irrespective of 
the court to which the justices belonged 8. The commission of Vario~ . 
oyer and terminer dates from the 2nd of Edward III', and the ~=~n. 
commission of the peace completed the five several authorities 
possessed by the judges on circuit. 

236. Intermediate between the provincial administration of Conservation 

h urt d th • til d .. . f h' of the peace. t e supreme co s an e ancien oca a mInistratIOn 0 sire 
and bundred, conie the offices connected .with the maintenance 
of peace and police, ·derived. from the higher source, and co-
ordinate with the justiciary, as distinct from the popular, juris. 
diction of the slleriff. Knights assigned, to enforce the oath of Knight.. 

peace and the hue and cry, appear as early as the year 1195 s. aooigned. 

Their designation as assifJ'Md seems to prove that they were 
royal nominees and not elected officers; but their early history 
is obscure. To this class may be referred also the appointment 
by Henry III in 1230, of three 8, and in 1252 of two, knights 
assigned in each county to enforce the Assize of Arms ',and the 
nomination of constables of hundreds and towIi.ships, to secure 
the conservation of the peace. In 1264 a single' custos pacis' Oru!ode. 
was assigned to each shire to conserve the peace, and possibly p<JCI6. 

to watch, possibly to supersede, the sheriff, but with instruc-
tions not to interfere with his functiolls so as to diminish the 
revenues. In the 5th of Edward I, it appears that this custos 

I Part Writs, i. 408. 
• Statutes, i. 286. 

, I Statutes, i. 130. 
• Statutes, L 258. 

• Select Cha.rters. p. 264; see vol. i. p. 507. 
• Royal Letters, i. 371 sq. T Select Charters, pp. 371, 374. 
8 Select Charters, p. 4Il. 'Nolumus autem quod praetextu hujus man· 

dati n08tri de aliquibuB quae ad officium vicecomitis pertinent, V08 intro-
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pacis had become 'an electiv~ officer, chosen by the sheriff and 
the community of the county, in the county court and under 
the instructions ofthe king conveyed by the sheriff!, ,We are 
not however able to discover whether the office was a permanent 
or an occasional one. In 1282 the earl of Cornwall was assigned 
by the king to conserve the peace in Middlesex and several other 

Conservatoll! counties, with power,to appoint deputies 2. Mter the passing of 
of the peace. • 

the statute of Wmchester, the office of conservator of the peace, 
whose work was to carry out the provisions of tbat enactment, 
was filled by election in tbe sbiremoot". The act of the 1st 
Ed ward III, c. 16', which orders the appointment, in each 
county, of good men and loyal to guard the peace, connects it
self more naturally with the statute of Winchester, and through 
it with'the milites asltignati of Henry ITl and Richard l, than 

Justioes of with the chosen custodes of Edward I. These nominated con
the peace. 

Courta of the 
shire and 
hundred. 

Times of 
meet~. 

servators, two or three in number, were commissioned by the 
18th Edward Ill, stat. 2, c. 2 6, to hear and determine felonies, 
and by 34 Edward ITl, c. I·, were regularly empowered to do 
so. The office thus· became a permanent part of the county 
machinery in the hands of the Justices of the Peace. 

The changes and improvements in the general judicial system 
inevitably tended to diminish the consequence of the ancient 
popular courts, withdrawing from them the more important 
suits and allowing the absence of the more important members. 
The changes which affected the position of the sheriff have been 
already noted. It is to the thirteenth century that the ancient 
machinery of the county court and hundred court owes its final 
form. The second charter of Henry ITI determines the times of 

mittatis, quominus vicecomes de exitibus ejusdem comitatus nobis plene 
respondere va.leat;' Lambarde, Eirenarcha, p. 19. 

1 • Cum vicecome. noster Norfolk, et communitas ejusdem comitatus, 
elegerit vos in custodem pacis nostrae ibidem,' &c.; Rot. Pat. 5 Edw. I.; 
;Lambarde. Eirenarcha, p. 17. , 

• Pari. Writs, i. 384. 
• See above, p. 239. Probably the conservators were in the first in

stance appointed by the crown, the vacancies being filled by election; see 
Pari. Writs, i. 389-391. An enumeration of the duties of these officers 
may be found in the Commissions issued by Edward II; Pari. Writs, II. 
ii. 8, II, 12. ' 

• Statutes, i. ~57. 
I Statutes, i. 301. " Statutes, i. 364. 
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meeting: the shiremoot is henceforth, to be held' from month to 
month; the sheriff's tourn twice a year, after Easter and after 
Michaelmas; and view of frank pledge is to be taken at the 
Michaelinas tourn,l. By a supplementary edict in 1234 Henry 
allowed the courts of the hundred, the wapentake, and tIle 
franchises of the magnates, to be held every three weeks, and 
excused the attendance of all but those who were bound by 
special service, or who were concerned in suits '. These courts, Continuity 

the continuance of which is based, according to this edict, on ;!~r 
the fact that under Henry II they were held every fortnight, courts. 

are thus shown to be still substantially the. same as in Anglo-
Saxon times, when the shiremoot was held twice a year and the 
hundred moot once a month. The Statute of Merton allowed 
all freemen to appear by attorney in the local courts; the 
attendance of the magnates of the county at the sheriff's tourn 
was dispensed with by the provisions of Westminster in 1259 
and by the Statute of Mllrlborough in 1267". 

The smaller manorial courts gradually adopted the improve- ~:orial 
ments of the larger and popular courts, but great diversities of 
custom still prevailed, and the distinction between court leet 
and court baron, the jurisdiction derived from royal grant and 
that inherent in the lordship, whether derived from the original 
grant or from the absorption of the township jurisdiction, be-
comes more prominent. How much of the organisation which 
characterised these courts, and of which we have abundant 
illustration in the court rolls of every manor, was devised by 
the ingenuity of lawyers, and how much is of primitiv" 
origin, it would be hard to say. The whole jurisprudence of 
these courts rests on custom and is rarely touched by statute: 
custom is capable of much elaboration and modification; its 
antiquity can only be shown by record or by generalising from 
a large number of particulars. On the .whole, however, the 
',Structure of these courts bears, as we have seen', so many marks 

1 Select Charters. p. 346. 
2 .Ann. Dunst. pp. 140, ):41 j Royal Letters, i. 450; Brady, Hilt. vol. i. 

App. p. 254-
• Above, p. 21ij. ' Vol. i. pp. 88, 89,399. 606• 
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of antiquity, that we may fairly suppose the later lawyers to 
have merely systematised rules which they found prevailing. 
The increased importance of the minuter local franchises, as 
sources of revenue to the lords, after the passing of the statute 
Quia Emptores, will account for the large increase of local 

Court Rolla. records. The Court Rolls of manors generally begin in the 
reign of Edward I; the necessity of keeping a formal record 
would have the effect of giving regularity and fixed formality to 
the proceedings. 

Regulation The regulations for juries occupy a prominent place among 
of juries. 

the minuter acts of Edward's legislation. The determination 
of the quali6cation of a juror, which had no doubt some bearing 
on the later question of the electoral Buffrage, belongs to this 

QU!,li1ication reign. in 1285, for the relief of the poorer suitors who felt the 
of Juror&. burden of attendance at the courts very heavily, it was ordained 

that a reasonable number of jurors only should be summoned, 
and that none should be put on assizes within their own shire 
who could not spend twenty shillings a year, or out of their 
shire who could not spend forty 1. In 1293 the quali6catio~ 
for the former was raised to forty shillings, and for the latter to 
a hundred; saving however the customs observed in boroughs 
and before the itinerant justices 9. 

.Ch_ 
in the 
Exchequer. 

Treasurer 
and 
Chancellor 
of the 
Exchequer. 

Every branch of judicature thus received consistency, con
solidation and definition under the bands of Edward and his 
ministers. 

237. The disappearance of the great justiciar, which left the 
chancellor at the head of the royal council and broke into three 
the general body of judges, had its results in the Exchequer 
also. There the Treasurer stepped into the place of the jus
ticiar, and became, from the middle of the reign of Henry ill, 
one of the chief officers of the crown s. In the same reign was 
created the office of Chancellor of t~e Exchequer, to whom the 

1 Statutes, i. 86, 89. There is an order to remove ignorant jurors in a 
particular case, and substitute nearer neighbours and better·infomled men, 
in the Close Rolls of Henry III, vol. ii. p. 134-

• Statutes, i. II 3. , 
• Madolt, Hist. Eltch. p. 564; the title of the Treasurer is sometimes 

Treasurer of the Exchequer, sometimes the King's Treasurer; in 1307 
Walter Langton is called Treasurer of England; ibid. p. 579. 
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Exchequer Beal was entrusted, and who with the Treasurer 1 

took part in the equitable jurisdiction of the Exchequer, al-
though not in the common law jurisdiction of the barons which Jurisdiction 

extended itself as the legal fictions of pleading brought common ~.:,=r 
pleas into this court '. But the financial business of the Exche- equity. 

quer underwent other great modifications. The official work of 
that great department was broken up into sections. Large 
branches of expenditure were reckoned among the private ac-
counts of tl1e king kept in the Wardrobe 8. The grants of Changes in 

. I' t h 6ft h h" h d h' tho finarcial money In par lamen , t e eent s, t rrtlet s an t e like, were work of tho 

II d b . 1" dId Exchequor. co ecte y speCla Justlces an no onger accounte for by the 
sheriffs or recorded in the Great Rolls of the Pipe t. The con-
stant complaints which were made, in the reigns of Edward III 
and Richard II, of the difficulty of auditing the national ~ccov.nts 
show that the real value of the old system of administration was 
much impaired. In fact the king's .household accounts were 
no longer the national accounts, and yet the machinery for 
managing the two was not definitely separated. Edward II 
paid his father's debts to the amount of £II8,ooo~ The debts 
of Edward II were not paid late in the reign of his son 5, The Doclino in' 

banislJment of the Jews, the employment of foreign merchants:;"~ 
to farm the revenues, the alterations in the methods of taxation, 

I Thomas, mst. Exch. pp. 94, 95; Blackstone, Comm. iii. «-
• John Mansell is regarded by Madox as filling this office in the 18th of 

Henry III; but the first person who is known to have borne the title is 
Ralph of Leicester, in the 32nd year; Madox, Rist. Exch. pp. 580,581. 

I The receipts at the Wardrobe begin as early as 1223; Rot; Claus. i. 
628; Madox, p. 18+ .A Wardrobe.Account ofu8z-1285 is printed as an 
Appendix to Ellis's John of Oxenedea; it contains the expenses of the 
Welsh war, amounting to £102,621 08. 4d.; pp. 308, 3Il. The whole 
wardrobe account of 1299-1300, accounting for expenses to the amount of 
£64,105, was published by the Society of Antiquaries in 1787; other ac
counts of the same kind are printed in the .Archreologia, voh. 15, 16, 17, 
28,3T• 

• Thus the fifteenth raised in 1225 was assessed and collected under the 
superintendence of justices assigned, and called' justitiarii quintae deci
mae;' and audited by the bishop of Carlisle, Michael Belet and WilliAm de 
Castellis; Rot. Claus. ii. 40, 45. 7', 95; Foedera, i. 177· 

• Archbishop Islip (1349-1366) writes to Edward m: ·utiuam ••• 
BCires debita tua et debita patrie tui, et intelligerea, id est, p~ricu\a ani~e 
tnae et periculum animae patris tni propter debita multimoda creditonbn. 
non Boluta ••• sed Deus propitietur animae ejus ••• forte filius tuus pro 
te non solvet j' MS. Bod!. 62+ 

VOL.~ u 
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and the varying use of gold, bills of exchange, and raw material, 
as a circulating medium for international transactions, furnished 
an amount of work to which the old machinery was unequal, 
and which accounts for some of the embarrassments which the 
following century, ignorant of the principles of political economy, 
failed to overcome. Of the c;letails of taxation as a parl of the 
financiai work enough has been already said: 

=~inthe 238. In the development of military organisation the thir
:.~=th teenth century is not less fertile than it is in other respects \ 

nor is the defining and distinctive policy of Edward I less con
spicuous. Henry III, it is true, engaged in no such great war as 

Mercenaries demanded any concentration of the national strength. The 
abandoned. 

attempt made by John to hold the kingdom by a mercenary 
force was not repeated under his son, although during the 
struggle with the barons it was opportunity rather than will 
that was lacking, and England was in dapger of being invaded 
by a foreign army, under the queen and the refugees, after the 
battle of Lewes. The impossibility of maintaining a force of 
mercenaries precluded the existence 'of a standing army; the 
loss of the foreign dominions of the crown took away the pre
text which .Henry II or Richard might have alleged; the small 
territory left to the king in the south of France was the only 
field for his warlike energies or military skill. Henry III, then, 
so far as he had ne~d of an army, and Edward I after him, could 
only use and develop the materials already in' existence, that is, 
the feudal service which was due from the tenants-in-chief, and 
the national militia organised by Henry II under the Assize of 

Diviaionsof Arms 2. The military measures of these two reigns have, how·" 
thonationai 'd' . al . h h b h force. ever, conSl erable Interest, both ill an ogy Wit ot er ranc es 

of the royal policy I!.nd in their permanent effects on our mili
tary history. The armed force of the nation was divided by the 
same lines of separation which were drawn in matters of land 
tenure, judicature, council, and finance. It was the fixed and 
persistent policy of the kings, fully developed under Edward I, 
to unite the whole people for administrative purposes, whether 

1 On this see Gneist, Verwalt. i. 313-317. 
a Vol. i. pp. 587-593. . 
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by eliminating the feudal distinctions or by utilising them for Edward I 

the general objects of government; that, as the parliament :l~n:.'t 
should be the whole nation in council, and the revenue the f:ft~ce in 

'joint contributions of the several estates, the national defence::'t:.y 

and its power for aggressive warfare should be concentrated, 
simplified, and defined; and thus, the host should be again the 
whole nation in arms. Such a consummation would be perfect 
only when the king could demand immediately, and on the same 
plea, the services of all classes of his subjects; but the doctrine His policy 

d I bl
· . ' oomowhat 

of feu a 0 Igabon was nowhere so strong as in the matter of premature. 

military service, and Edward's design, so far as it. failed to 
eliminate the importance of tenure from this branch of the 
national system, remained imperfect. It may be questioned, 
however, whether, with existing materials, he could have en-
tirely dispensed with the feudal machinery, and whether the 
wars of the next century and a half were not needed to prove 
its weakness and to supply a substitute in the form of a regular 
military system I. ' 

The military levy of the feudal tenants-in-chief presents \" Milfitar
th 

Y 
evy 0 e 

a close analogy with the assembly of the commwne concilium foudal body. 

as described in Magna ClIrla. The great barons were sum-
moned by special writ to appear on a certain day, prepared 
with their due number of knights, with horses and arms, to 
go on the king's service for a certain time, according to the 
king's orders'. At the same time the sheriff of each county Acti?n of tho 

, sh.ri1f. 
had a writ directing him to warn all the tenants-in-chief of 
his bailiwick to obey the general summons to the same effect; 

1 An important passage in M. Paris, vi. 374,375, shows us, how the 
military service of the abbot of S. Alban's was perfonned: • consuetudo 
autem est et fuit ab antiquo, quod post summonitionem regiam debent 
convocari ad unum locum omnes tenentes de feodo militari, et de quolibet 
scuta provideri unna miles capitaliB ad faciendum corporale servitium exer
citui regis. Procurari autem debent expensae suae et levari a compa~ion
ams suis, et ilie capitaliter electus sumptibus suis ire debet.ad exercltum. 
Seneacallua autem abbatiB. aut aliua nomine suo missus, debet praesentare 
capitales electos ad faciendum aervitium regale coram marescallo a~ reci
piendum servitium domini regis ei conceBBum per eundem regem const,tuto.' 

• CountleBB examples of theRe summonses will be found, for the reign of 
Henry III and onwards, in the Appendix to the Lords' Report on the 
Dignity of a Peer; and for the reign8 of Edward I and Edward II, in 
Palgrave'8 Parliamentary Writs. 

ua 
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under the general term tenants-in-chief were included not only 
the minor tenants, but the archbishops, bishops, abbots, earls, 
barons, and knights who had also received the special summons, 
the double warning being intended no doubt to secure the' 
complete representation of the outlying estates of the baro~age. 
But the chief business of the sheriff in this department would 
be to collect and see to the proper equipment of the minor 

Namreofthetenants in chivalry. When the summons was issued for a 
summons. purpose which fell within the exact terms of feudal obligation, 

as understood at· the time, the vassals were enjoined 'in fide 
qua nobis tenemini,' or 'sub debito fidelitatis,' or 'sicut ipsum 
regem et honorem suum diligunt· necnon et terras et tenementa 

Term of 
service. 

quae de rege tenent,' or finally, • in fide et homagio et dilec
tione.' If the service demanded were likely to be prolonged 
beyond the customary period of forty days, or were in any 
other yray exceptional, the summons took a less imperative 

Service of form; thus in 1277 Edward I uses the woras 'affectuose 
courtesy, . 

rogamus' in requesting the barons to continue their service 
against the Welsh, and engages that no prejudice should accrue 
to them by reason of their courtesy' in complying 1: and we 
have already seen how in 1297 the use of this form was made 
by the constable and marshal an excuse for disobeying the 

Letters of royal order 2. In such cases letters of thanks were issued at 
thanks. 

the close of the campaign s, with a promise that such com pH-
Ssrvice by a ance should not be construed as a precedent. For expeditions 
quota. on which it was unnecessary to bring up the whole force of 

the tenants-in-chief, the king sometimes orders a definite quota 

t P&rl. Writs, i. 2J 3. 
• Above, p. 141. Still more urgent language is used in 1302; P&rl. 

Writs, i. 366: 'mandamus in fide et homagio .•• quod sitis ad nos •.• 
cum toto servitio quod nobis debetis ••• et, ut fidelitatis vestrae con

. stantia sibi famae laudem adaugeat, vos requirimus quatinus praeter 
servitium vestrum sic armatorum suffulti potentia pro communi praefati 
regni utilitate ••• veniatis.' 

'I P&rl. Writs, i. I96: • cum milites et alii de communitate comitatus 
Sallopiae curialitatem et subsidium de equis et armis et alio posse suo, non 
ratione alicujus 'servitii nobis ad praesens debiti, sed sponte et graciose 
•.• feeerint •.• concedimus .•• quod occasione hujusmodi curialitatis et 
subsidii hac vice nobis gratiose facti ••• nichil novi juris nobis vel here. 
dibus nostris accrescere, nee eidem communitati ali quid decrescere pOBsit,' 
&c.; cf. p. 252. 
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to be furnished by elICh, in proportion to his obligation; thus 
in 1234 Henry cle Trubleville is ordered to attend 'te quinto 
militum 1,' that is, with four other knights, and Walter de 
Godarville I te altero,' that is, with one. This plan was perhaps 
identical with the muster of a third or fourth part of the usual 
service, of which there are instances under Henry II and 
Richard '. We have already noticed the fact that the number Great 

• Dumber of 
of tenants who were specIally summoned to the army was much te~antB-in. 
larger than that of the barons so summoned to the council i chief. 

and it is by no means improbable that the force so specially 
summoned constituted the largest part, if not the whole, of the 
available feudal army, many of the minor tenants being poor 
men, willing to serv.& under the greater lords, and certainly 
requiring the utmost pressure before they would undertake the 
expenses and other liabilities of knighthood. 

From the statement contained in the writ of summons as to Extent of 

the purpose of the armament we gather a somewhat indistinct ~~. 
idea of the limits of feudal obligation. John, in 1205, sum-
mons his barons' ad movendum inde cum corpore nostro et 
standum nobiscum ad minus per duas quadragesimas·;' in 
12 I 3, 'ad eundum nobiscum';' and in 1215, 'ad transfre-
tandum cum corpore nostro',' the destination being Gascony. 
Notwithstanding the refusal of the baronage to undertake 
service in Gascony as a duty of their tenure, Henry III con-
tinued his father's policy in this point, not only by summoning 
the tenants-in-chief to cross the seas with him, but in one 
instance, at least, by ordering them to join the Count of 
Brittany and to serve under his orders 8. Edward I then, Foreign 

both in 1294 and 1297, had precedents for demanding foreign ~':':d.d of 
. Ih h hI· hihh thei.udal servIce from the barons, a t oug t e anguage 111 w c e, ieroe. 

at least in 1297, couched the request, showed that he had 
misgivings which were warranted by the result. This last 
case, however, opened a ,still wider question •. 

The second branch of the national force comprehended all ~~vr::-.; 
those who were bound; not by homage but by allegiance, to as a ma~r 

of all.gum ... 
1 Lords' Report, App. pp. 6, 7. • Vol. i. pp. 589, 590 • 
• Lords' Report, App. p. I. • Lords' Report, App. p. I. 
I Lords' Report, App. p. 3. • Lords'Report, App. pp. 5.7. 
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attend the king in arms; in other words, the whole population 
capable of providing and 'wearing arms, who were embodied 
under the Assize of Arms, and in strict connexion with the 
shire administration. The measures taken for the efficiency 
of this force were very numerous. Henry III, in 1230' and 
1252, issued stringent edicts for the purpose t, and in 1285 
Edward I still further improved the system by the statute of 

. Winchester -. In these acts the maintenance of the' jurati ad 
arma' is closely connected with the conservation of the peace, 
according to the idea that this force was primarily a weapon 
of defence, not Of aggression. But as the Welsh and Scottish 
wars had in a great measure the character of defensiv~ warfare, 
the service of the national militia, the qualified fighting men 
of the counties, was called into requisition; and in great emer
gencies Henry III and Edward I conceived themselves justified 
in using them as William Rufus had done, for foreign warfare. 
In 1255 Henry, in the general sUlDmons to the sheriffs for his 
expedition to Scotland, includes not only the tenants-in-chief, 
but other vavasours and knights who do not hold of the king 
in chief, and who are to attend' as they love the king and 
their own honour, and as they wish to earn his grace and 
favour s.' In this writ we have an early indication of the 
policy which tended, by the creation of a knightly class not. 
necessarily composed of tenants-in-chief, to raise a counter
poise to the over-weight of feudal tenure in matters of military 
service. Alid we are thus enabled to explain the frequent 
orders for the distraint of knighthood as arising from something 
above and besides the mere desire of extorting money. 

239. The distraint of knighthood was both in its origin and 

1 Royal Letters, i. 371 ; Select Charters, p. 371. 
• Statutes, i. 96-98; Select Charters, p. 469 • 
• Foed. i. 326: 'Mandatum e..<t singulia vioecomitibua Angliae, quod 

cum omni festinatione olam&ri faoiant publice per totam ballism aDam 
quod omnes iill qui de rege tenent in capite e~ servitium ei debent, quod, 
omni dilatione et oceasione postpositis, veniant ad regem cum equis et 
toto posse suo, profecturi cum eo ad partes Scotiae, .icut ipsum re"o-em 
et honorem auum necnon et terras et tenements quae de rege tenent 

. diligunt; et alios vavasOreB et milites qui de rege non tenent in capite, 
similiter veniant cum equis et armis, aicut ipsum regem et honorem 8Uum 
diligunt. et gratiam et favorem regis perpetuum promereri voluerint.' 
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in its effects a link between the two branches of the ~ational Distraint of 

force. • The tenure of twenty librates of land; by knight eervice knighthood. 

properly involved the acceptance of knighthood; the Assize . 
or Arms made the possession of anns obligatory o~ every one 
according to his wealth in land or chattels. Whoever pos-
sessed twenty librates of land, of whomsoever he' held it or by 
~hatsoever tenure, might on analogy be fairly required to 
undertake the responsibility of a knight. The measur~s for 
the enforcement of, this duty began early in the reign of 
Henry III. In 1224 the king ordered the sheriffs to compel 
all laymen of full age who held a knight's fee or· more, to 
get themselves knighted 1: it may be doubted whether this 
applied to mesne tenants, for in 1234 the same order is given 
with reference to tenants-in-chief only I; but probably it was 
intended to be universal. The chroniclers under the year 1254 
tell us that all who held land of ten or fifteen pounds annual 
value, were ordered to receive knighthood, but in t4is case 
there is possibly some confusion between the acceptance of 
knighthood and the provision of a full equipment 8. In 12'14 
inquiry is made into the abuse, by the sheriffs and· others, of 
the power of compelling knighthood'; in 1278 Edward im. 
poses the obligation on all who possess the requisite estate, 
of whomsoever held, and whether in chivalry or not·; in 1285 
owners of less than £100 per annum are excused·; in 1292 
all holding £10 a year in fee are to be distrained '. In some 

1 Rot. Clan •. ii. 69. • Royal Letters, i. 456. 
• • Qui redditns (Be. uninacnjusqne libere tenentis) Ii decem librarnm· 

constiterit, gladio cingatnr militari et una cum magnatibns Angliae Lon
doniam citra clausum Pascbae veniant prompti et parati cum dictis mag
natibns transfretare j' Ann. Theokesb. p. 154. The summons however 
mentions only freeholders of £20 valne, and doe. not specify knighthood j 
Select Charters, p. 376. In 1256, Matthew Paris and Bartholomew Cotton 
repeat the story' ut qniIibet qui haberet xv libratas terrae et supra cinguIo 
militias donaretur,' the latter adding' vel per annnm unam marcam auri 
reg; numeraretj' M. Paris, v. 560, 589 j B. Cotton, p. 136 j Joh.Oxenedes, 
P.187. The fines under Edward I varied in amonnt; ParI. Writs, i. 221. 

• Foedera, i. 517 • 
• Select Charters, p. 456; ParI. Writs, i. 214, 219; Foed. i. 567 j 'de 

qnoounque teneant.' • 
• Foed. i. 653 j ParI. Writs, i. 249· 
, Foed. i. 758; ParI. Writs, i. 258. 
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cases the knighthood is waived and the military service alone 
demanded; thus in 1282 owners of .£20 annual value are 
ordered to provide themselves with horses and arms, and to 
appear in the provincial councils at York and Northampton 1: 
in .1297 the same class are called on for military service to
gether with the barons s. There can be no doubt that this 
practice was one of the influences which blended the minor 
tenants-in-chief with the general body of the freeholders; pos
sibly it led also to the development of the "military spirit which 
in the following century sustained the extravagant designs of 
Edward III and was glorified under the name of chivalry. 

240. The barons, knights, and freeholders liable to knight-· 
hood, furnished the cavalry of Edward's armies, and were ar
ranged for active service under bannerets, attended by a small 
number of knights and squires or 8cutijlffi s. The less wealthy 
men of the shires and towns, sworn under the aswe, furnished 
the infantry, the archers, the machinists, the carpenters, the miners, 
the coopers, the ditchers and other workmen 4. Of these the 
men-at-arms, according to ·their substance, provided their own 
equipment, from the fully-armed owner of fifteen librates who 
appeared with his hauberk, helmet, sword, dagger, and horse, to 
the owner of less than forty shillingsworth of chattels, who could 
provide only a bow and arrows. These were under the regular 
inspection of the sheriffs and knights assigned to examine into 
their efficiency, aud the force would, if assembled In arms, have 

Onl~ a f included the whole adult male population. Such a levy WaS 
portIon 0 
this force never even formally called for; it would have been quite un
ever actually 
employed. manageable, would have robbed the land of its cultivators, and 

left the country undefended except at head-quarters. In 1205 5 

and again in 12138, when John was, in dread of invasion, he 
ordered that all men should on the rumour of the enemy's 

1 ParI. Writs, i. 10; Select Charters, p. 465. 
S ParI. Writs, i. 285 sq.; Foedera, i. 864. 
3 The banneret reoeived 38., the knig-ht 28., and the squire 13d. a day,. 

in 1300; Wardrobe Accounts, p. 195. This was in time of war; in peace 
the bannerets and knights received a fee of ten or five marks in lieu of 
wages; ib: p. 188. 

• Copiatores, ParI. Writs. i. 252; f08satores, ibid. 
8 Rot. Pat. i. 55; Select Charters, p. 281. • Foed. i. lIO. 
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landing assemble to resist him, on pain of forfeiture and per
petual slavery. Henry III in 1220, in 1224, and again in 
1267, called up me posse comitatus ofthe neighbouring counties 
only, for the sieges of Rockingham, Bedford, and Kenilworth 1. 

In 1264, when Simon de Montfort found it necessary to make 
the utmost efforts to reper the invasion threatened by the 
queen, he called out a proportion only of this force; eight, six, 
or four men from each township MJIled at the discretion of 
the sheriff and provided with forty days~ provision at the e:r;
pense of the community that furnished them s. And this plan 
was followed in less pressing emergencies. Thus in 1231 the 
sherifI' of Gloucestershire was ordered to send two hundred 
men with axes,. furnished with forty days' provision at the 
expense of the men of the shire who were sworn to provide 
Email arms, and at the same time to send to the king's camp. 
all the carpenters of the county 8. 

241. Under Edward I this arrangement was extended and CommiosioDS 

d I d 
• of An:ay. 

eve ope by means of CommiSSIons of bay. In 128·2, on 
the 30th of July, he commissioned William Ie Butiller of War
rington to • elect,'· that is to press or pick a thousand men in 
Lancashire; on the 6th of December ~ writing from Rhuddfan, 
and at several othel' dates during the same winter, he informed 
the counties that he had commissioned certain of his servants 
to choose a fixed nllmber of able-bodied men and to bring them 
to head-quarters to serve on foot: the commission for N otting-
ham and Derby fixes 300, that for Stafford and Salop 1000, 
that for Lancashire 200, that for Hereford and the Marches 
2360. In 1294 the commissioners are not limited to fixed 
numbers 5. In 1295 the counties of Hants, Dorset, and Wilts 
are ordered to provide 3000 archers and balistarii to man the 
fleet'; in 1297 large commissions are issued for the collection 

I Royal Letters, i. 56; Rot. Claus. i. 639; Foed. i. 467. In 1224 the 
poase comitatus of Devon was called up to watch or besiege Plympton 
castle; the knights of the county • responderunt unanimiter se nec posse 
nec debere hujuomodi custodiam facere cum domini sui sint in exercitu 
vestro, quibus sua debent servitia.' . 

• Foed. i. 437. • Foed:. i. 200.; Select Charters, p. 359· 
• ParI. Writs. i. 228, 245 sq. . • ParI. Writs, i. 266. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 2Z0: at the same time Surrey and Sussex are ordered to 
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of Welshmen and men of the Marches to join in the expedition 
Thekingwaato Gasconyl. Under Edward I the forces raised in this way 
pay-m .. ter 'd b th ki I· . 
of.foroes were pal y eng; very arge leVles were thus made ill 
raIsed by • 
th..... 1297 and onwards to serve· ad vad,a nostra 2• These and the 
comm1OOlOll8. county force generally were placed under the superintendence 

, of a ca}Jitaneus S or cheveteigne in each shire, who must have 
Abu ... of the been. the prototype of the later lord-lieutenant. The abuse of 
8yetem. h h' h h h - -

Restriction 
of com~ 
missions of 
array under 
Edward III. 

t e system, w lC t rew t e expense of additional arms and 
maintenance on the townships and counties, began under Ed
ward II, although down to his last year his writs make ar
rangement for the payment of wages. The second statute of 
1 Edward III, c. 5, was directed to the limitation of the power 
of compelling military service; and after a series of strong 
complaints by the commons, who were greatly aggrieved by 
the burden of maintaining the force so raised, it was enacted in 
1349 that no man should be constrained to find men-at-arms, 
bobblers, or archers, other than those who held by such ser
vices, if it be not by the common' assent and grant made in 
parliament. The maritime counties however even under Ed-

find 4000, Essex and Herts 4000, Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge and Hants 
8000, Kent 4000, Oxon and Berks 2000. 

1 ParI. Writs, i. 295, 296. Wales had furnished soldiers to Henry II, 
whose mercenaries are oa1led by Ralph de Diceto. Marchiones, as well as 
Walenses; Opp. i. 387; ii_ 55. In the commissions to raise a foree in 1297 
Edward instructs the commissioners to explain the business to the Welah, 
• en la plus amiable manere e la plus curteise que vous saverez;' a mild 
form certainlJr of impressment; ibid. 283. 

• ParI. Writs. i. 224. 
• See ParI. Writs, i. 193, 232, &c. These capitan". appear first in the 

Marches; in ra76 Roger Mortimer was made captain for Salop, Stafford. 
and Hereford, and William Beauchamp for Chester and Lancashire; and 
similar commissions were issued in ra82. In 1287 the earl of Gloucester 
was made' capitaneus expeditionis regis in partibus de Brecknock ;' ParI. 
Writs, i. 252; Edmund Mortimer and the earl of Hereford in Cardigan
shire; ibid. p. 254. In 1296 Robert de la Ferete and William of Carlisle 
are named capitanei et cUittodea paci8 for Cumberland, ibid. 278; in 1297. 
capitan"6 m .... itio .. is are appointed in Northumberland and Cumberland, 
ibid. 394; also' capitanei custodiae partium Marchiae;' ibid. 301. .At 
last in 1298 officers are generally appointed as 'Cheveteignes des gentz 
d'.Armes ;' William Latimer being named (notre lieutenant e Boverein 
cheveteine de vous e tutes les gentz de armes a cheval e a pie' f01" the 
northern counties, with a captain under him in each; ibid. p. 319. In 
1315 Edward II allowed the Yorkshire and northern lieg68 to choose their 
own custodes et capitaneij ibid. II. i. 435. 



xv.] Circumstance, of u97. 299 

w·ard I were liable for the charges of defending the coast, and 
found the wages of the coast guard. 

242. The arrangement and classification of the last-mentioned Internal 

force furnish a good illustration of the internal organisation of~~~ 
the army generally I, The coast guard of each county was nnaer 
the command of a knight as 'major custos,' constable, or chief 
warden; under him was an 'eques supervisor' who managed 
the force of one, two, three, or more hundreds, with a' vinte-
narius' and a 'decenaril1s' under him. . The wages of the custos w_ of 

t -'-'11' cia h 'f th .. h infantry and were wo lUll mgs & y, t ose 0 . e supervIsor SIXpence, t e arohers. 

two inferior officers each threepence, and each footman two-
pence. The genera~ force of infantry and archers was arranged 
in bodies of a hnndred, each under a mounted constable or 
centenariua, and sub-divided into twenties, each under a 'IIinte-
'llariua: the constable had a shilling, the vintenarius fourpence, 
and the common soldier twopence a day'. The final arrange-
ment of the men was the work of the kiDg's constable, who 
claimed twopence in the pound on the wages of stipendiaries s. 
It would only be when assembled for local defence that the 
infantry could retain their local organisation. 

The military action of the general population, who were not Vol~tary 
bonnd by tenure to Berve in the field,· sometimes wears the BOrvroo. 

appearance of volnnteer service, and as such is J'ewarded, like 
the extra service of the feudal tenantry, with the king's thanks. 
In 1277 Edward wrote to thank the connty of Shropshire for 
their courtesy in furnishing aid to which they were not bound 
by tenure; and such cases were not nncommon on the border, 
where military zeal and skill were quickened by the instinct of 
self-preservation '. 

The great exigency of 1297 furnishes a complete illustration ~rJ:!.0?'h:f.t 
of the use of all these means of military defence and aggression: foroo in 1297. 

on the 5th of May 6 the king ordered all the freeholders of the 
kingdom possessing £20 a year in land, whether holding of the 

1 See ParI. Write, i. 268,272, 274 sq.; Food. i. 826. 
• Wardrobe Account, p. 241 i ParI. Write, II. i. 472. The payments 

varied; cf. p. 710. 
• Foed. i. 615 • 
• Above, p. 292. • ParI. Writs, i. 281. 
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king in chief or of other lords, to provide themselves with horse 
and arms to accompany him in defence of the kingdom when
ever he should ask it. Ten days later 1 he called on the sheriffs 
to ask, require, and firmly enjoin upon the persons before 
descllibed, to meet him at London prepared to cross the sea 
with him in person to the honour of God 'and themselves, for 
the salvation and co=on benefit of the realm: the same day 
be orde.red all ecclesiastics and widows holding in chief to 
furnish their due service!J; and further addressed to the earls 
and barons tb.e letter of earnest request which furnished the 
marshal and constable witli the grollnd of excuse when the 
crlSlS came. On the 24th of May he wrote to the sheriffs 
requiring a list of the freeholders and knights who were 
generally included in the summons of the 15th s. On the 16th 
of September Edward, the king'a son, issued commissions for the 
selection in each county of knights and valetti; to be retained in 
his service during his father's absence, with a special view 
towards defence against the Scots·; on the 23rd of October 
commissions of array were issued for a force· of 23,000 men, 
to be chosen in eleven northern and western counties, and 6400 
more in Wales and Cheshire 6. 

System of 243. The measures taken by Edward for the defence of the 
the navy. . 

coast, which have been already mentioned, were a part of the 
system on which he laid the foundations of the later navy. 

Growth of The attempt made successfully by John to create a Heet of 
the lIeet • h' h . b' .1, • h I Ii . fu . h d b IInder John. mercenarIes w \C , com lOe": WIth t e nava orce rms e y 

the ports, would be a match for any other Heet in Europe, had 
not been renewed under Henry III. Probably the force of the 
ports was by itself sufficient to repel any fleet that Philip 
Augustus or Lewia could have mustered after the death of John. 

Under Throughout the reign of Henry ill,. when ships were required, 
Hem)' Ill. 

the necessary number were impressed by the sheriffs of the 
maritime counties or the barons of the Cinque Ports It; If they 

1 ParI. Writs, i. 283. • Ibid. i. 381. 

• Ibid. i. 385. • Ibid. i. 399,300. 
I Ibid. i. 304. 
• In 1207 the barons of the Cinque Ports were ordered to impress all 

ships; Foed. i. 96: and a. like order is given by Edward in 1398; ParI. 
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were wanted for transport, the ports were summoned to furnish 
a proportion of proper size and strength. If it was desirable 
to take the offensive, the barons of the ports might be em~ 
powered to ravage the French ~:oasts, and indemnify themselves 
with spoil; this was done by Henry III in I24Z 1, and, if 
rumour is to be trusted, by Simon de Montfort in 1264 i. The 
shores of England were never seriously threatened with invasion 
except in 1213, 1217, and 1264, and the invasion was pre
vented in the former years by the king's fleet, in the latter by 
the oontrary winds assisting the efforts of Simon de Montfort. 
But in 1294 Edward saw the necessity of giving a more definite Edw~ 
organisation to this the most natural means of defence. The ~~oo 
piratic habits which the old system had produced in the seaport b~.\t~ roast 

towns had led to a series of provincial quarrels which occa- Blllppmg. 

sionally ended in a .seafight i and they likewise imperilled the 
observance of treaties with foreign powers. The Cinque Ports 
went to war with the men of Yarmouth, or with the Flemings. 
with little regard to the king's peace or international obliga-
tions l • 

It is uncertain ~hether the superintelldence of nava~ affairs !:'::.tioDS. 
had been as yet 1U the hands of any permanent officIal; or 
whether the king. or the justiciar in his place, were not admiral 
as well as general in chief. In . 1217 the victory which saved 
England from the last attempt of Lewis was won by the fleet 
nominally under the command of the justiciar,Hubert de Burgh, 
but Philip of Albini and John :Marsh!l-ll. to whom Henry's 
council had entrusted the guardianship of the coast, were the 
responsible commanders '. In 1;164 Thomas de :Multon and Ctul.ck. 

. pa,.t,um ma~ 
John de 1a. Haye were appointed by Simon de :Montfor.t '~ustodes ritima .... n. 

partium maritimarum,' with the charge of victualling and com~ 

Writs, i. 308. In uS3. 300 great ships were pressed; M. Paris, v. 383. 
In less urgent circumstances a particular quota is asked for; ten ships are 
deuumded of the ports of Norfolk and Suffolk. to convey the king's sister 
in U36; Foed. i. 325: and eight ports provide ships carrying sixteen 
horsea to convey the queen to France in 1254; ibid. 295. Philip the Fair 
got together a fleet by the salD;e ~eans; B. Cotton, p. 282. 

I Foed. i. 246, 250; M. Pans, IV. 208, 209. 
• Lib. de Antt. Legg. pp. 69. 73· • • 
• See B. Cotton, 171,174.227; Royal Letters, ii. 244; ParI. Wnts, 1. lIS· 
t M. Paris. ii. 26. . 
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manding the fleeP. In the earlier years of Edward I the 
officers of the Cinque Ports seem to have exercised the chief 
administrative power; and no attempt had yet been made to 
unite the defence of the coasts, the. maintenance of a fI~et of 
war or transport, and the general regulation of the shipping, 
under one department. In 1294 however, when the consti
tutional storm was rising, when the Welsh, the Scots, and the 
French were all threatening him, Edward instituted a per
manent staff of officials. He appointed William Leyqurne 
captain of all the portmen and mariners of the king's dominions, 
and under him John de Bottetourl warden of all from the· 
Thames to Scotland I. For the manning of the fleet he issued 
orders to the sheriffs to collect the outlaws of their shires with 

Imp...... the promise of wages and pardon s: besides these the chief 
ment. 

captain was empowered to impress men, vessels, victuals, and 
arms, paying however reasonable prices·. It is not surprising 
that a force so raised signalised itself by a cruel devastation of 
Normandy in the following year: or that, whilst they were so 
employed, the French mariners, who had been brought together 
on the same plan, made a half-successful raid upon Dover, and 

Appointment shortly after threatened Winchelsea. It was in fear of such 
~,:::.v.:dora; reprisals that the king instituted the system of coast guard 

already described, and agisted or rated the landowners of the 
maritime counties for its support '. In 1298 the orders for the 
superintendence of the fleet are given to Robert Burghersb as 
lieutenant-warden of tPe Cinque Ports, and John Ie Sauvage as 
lieutenant-captain of the mariners '. The negotiation of peace 
with France probably made further proceedings unnecessary for 
a. time. In 1302 Robert Burghersh is still warden of the 
Cinque Ports and answerable .cor the service of fifty-seven ships 

, Foed. i. «7. See Selden, Mare Clausum; 0pp. ii. 132 7 sq. 
• B. Cotton, p; 334. Walsingham (i. 47, and Rishanger, p. 143) gives 

these officers the title of Admiral, which was new in England, although 
common in Southern Europe, where it was derived from the Arabic Emir 
(Amyrail = Comes, Trokelowe, p. 30) and had been used for some cen
turies. 

• B. Cotton, p. 335. 
, B. Cotton, p. 337. Here a."aain the Wardrobe Accounts afford abundant 

information. 
• B. Cotton, p. 312. • Part Writs, i. 308. 
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due from them 1; in 1304 he with Robert Ie Sauvage. and Peter 
of Dunwich has the charge of victualling the twenty ships 
furnished by the city of London I. In 1306 we find a furthertbree 
step taken; Gervas Alard appears as captain and admiral oBhe admirals. 

fleet of the ships of the Cinque Ports and all other ports from 
Dover to Cornwall!; and Edward Charles captain and admiral 
from the Thames to Berwick; a third officer of the same rank 
probably commanded on the coast of the Irish sea, and thus the 
maritime jurisdiction was arranged until the appointment of a 
single high admiral in 1360. The history of the jurisdiction ofo~ty of 

• . the history 
these officers IS as yet obscure, both from the apocryphal of th~ 

character of all the early records of the Admiralty, and from Admiralty. 
the nature of their authority, which was the result of a tacit 
compromise between the king as sovereign and lord of the sea, 
entitled to demand for offence or defence the· services of all 
his subjects, the privileged corporations of the sea-port towns 
with their peculiar customs and great local independence, and 
the private adventure of individuals, merchants, and mariners, 
whose proceedings seem to be scarcely one degree removed 
from piracy. Some organisation must have been created before Growth of 

Edward IT could claim for himself and his predecessors the tho Navy. 

dominion of the sea, or his son collect and arm the navy witQ, 
which he won the battle of Sluys. As a matter of adininis-
tration however the navy was yet in its earliest stage. 

In a general summary like the foregoing, it is impossible to 
do more than point out the c~ief departments in which Edward's 
energy and special sort of ability are prominent. Other points 
will ariae as we pursue the history of his descendants. These, 
however, may help us to understand both the spirit and method 
which he displayed in definitely conce~trating the national 
strength, and by which he turned to the advantage of the 
crown and realm, the interests of which he had made identical, 
tIle results of the victory that had been won through the 
struggles of the preceding century. 

244. On a review of the circumstances of the great struggle Attempt to 

which forms the history of England during the thirteenth century, adjust tho 

I Foedera, i. 936, 945. • lb. i. 990 •. 
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credit of con- and after realising as well as we can the <constitution that 
stitutional 
progreso. emerges when the struggle is over, a question naturally arises 

as to tIle comparative desert of the actors, their responsibility 
for the issue, and the character of their motives. It is not easy 
to assign to the several combatants, or the several workers, their 
due share in the result. The king occupies the first place in 
the annals; the clergy appear best in the documentary evidence, 
for they could teU their own tale; the barons take the lead in 
action; the people are chiefly conspicuous in suffering. Yet we 
cannot suppose either that the well-proportioned and weU
defined system which we find in existence at the death of 
Edward I grew up without a conscious and intelligent design 
on the part of its creators, or that the many plans which, under 
his father, had been tried and failed, failed merely because of 
the political weakness or accidental ill-success of their pro
moters. Comparing the history of the following ages with that 
of the past, we can scarcely doubt tliat Edward had a definite 
idea of government before his eyes, or that that idea was suc
cessful because it approved itself to the genius and grew out of 
the habits of the people. .Edward saw, in fact, what the nation 
was capable of, and adapted his constitutional reforms to that 
&apacity. But, although we' ,may not refuse him the credit of 
design, it may still be questioned whether the design was 
altogether voluntary, whether, it was not forced upon him by 
circumstances and ueveloped by a series of successful experi
ments. And in the same way we may question whether the 
clerical and baronial policy was a class policy, the result of 
selfish personal designs, or a great, benevolent, statesmanlike 
plan, directed towards s"ecuring the greatness of the country and 
the happiness of the people. 

:;:;~rd~ First, then, as to tbe king:' and we may here state the con
deoigneil, - clusions before we recapitulate the premisses, which are in fact 
partly tho ., , . 
result of contalDed lD the last two chapters. The result of the royal 
oompulsion.. h .. d' th h' th t acbon upon t e constitutIon urmg e t Irteen cen ury was 

to some extent the work of design; to some extent an un
designed development of the material which the design attempted 
~o mould and of the objects to which it waS directed; to some 



xv.] Growt! of Edward', Policy. 30 5 

extent the result of compulsion, such as forced the author of 
the design to carry out his own principles of design even when 
they told against his momentary policy and threatened to thwart 
his own object in the maintenance of his design. Each of these 
factors may he illustrated by a date; the design of a. national 
parliament is perfected in 1295; the period of development is 
the period of the organic laws, from 1275 to 1290; the date of 
the compulsion is 1297. The complete result appears in the 
joint action of the parliaments of Lincoln in 1301 and of 
Carlisle in 1307. 

The design, as interpreted by the resUlt, was the creation of The desigu. 

a. national parliament, composed of the three estates, organised 
on the principle of concentrating local agency and machinery 
in such a manner as to produce unity of national action, and 
thus to strengthen the hand of the king, who personified the 
nation. 

This design was perfectei in 1295. It was not the result of lis character 
• ••• as the 008-

compulsion, hut the consummatIOn of a growmg pohcy. Edward summation 

did not call his parliament, as Philip the Fair called the States ;~c~:-OWlng 
General, on the spur of a momentary necessity, or as a new :;&rd'. 
machinery invented for the occasion and to be thrown aside f:":~no1f 
when the occasion was over, but as a perfected organisation, the people. 

the growth of which he had for twenty years been doing his 
best to guide. Granted that he had in view the strengthening 
of the royal power, it was the royal power in and through the 
united nation, not as against it, that he designed to strengthen. 
In the face of France, before the eyes of Christendom, for the 
prosecution of an occasional war with Philip, for the annex-
ation of Wales and Scotland, or for the recovery of the Holy. 
Sepulchre, a strong king must be the king of a united people. 
And a people, to be united, must possess a balanced constitution, 
in which no class possesses absolute and independent power, 
none is powerful enough to oppress without remedy. The 
necessary check on an aspiring priesthood and an aggressive 
baronage, the hope and supp.ort of a rising people, must be in 
a king too powerful to yield to anyone class, not powerful 
enough to act in despite of all, and fully powerful only in 
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the combined support of all. Up to the year 1295 Edward 
had these ends steadily in view; his laws were directed. to the 
limitation of baronial pretensions, to the definition of eccle
siastical claims, to the remedy of popular wrongs and sufferings. 
The peculiar line of his reforms, the ever-perceptible intention 
of placing each member of the body politic in direct and imme
dia~e relation with the royal power, in justice, in war, and in 
taxation, seems to reach its fulfilment in the creation of the 
parliament of 1295, containing clergy and people by symmetrical 
representation, and, a baronage limited and defined on a distinct 
'system of summons. 

But the design was not the ideal of a doctrinaire, or even of a 
philosopher. It was not imposed on an unwilling or unprepared 
people. It was the result of a growing policy exercised on 
a growing subject-matter. There is no reason to suppose that 
at the beginning o~ his reign Edward had conceived the design 
which he completed in 1295, or that in 1295 he' con,templated 
the results that arose in 1291 and 1301. Therewas a develop
ment co-operating with the unfolding design. The nation, on 

. whom and by whom he was working, had now become a con
solidated people, aroused, by the lessons of his father's reign to 
the intelligent appreciation oftheir own condition, and attached 
to their own laws and customs with a steady though not un
reasoning affection, jealous ,of their privileges, their charters, 
their local customs, unwilling that the laws of England should 
'be changed. The reign of Henry III, and the first twenty years 
of Edward, prove the increasing capacity for self-government,as 
well as the increased desire and understanding of the idea of 
self-government. The writs, the laws, the councils, the negotia
tions, of these years have been discussed in this and the pre
ceding chapter: they prove' that the nation was becoxning 
capable and desirous of constitutional action; the capacity being 
proved by the success of the Iring's design in using it, the 

'conscious desire by the constant aspiration for rights new 
~~ , 

The adaptability of his people to the execution of his design 
may well have revealed to Edwa.rd the further steps towards the 
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perfection of his ideal. The national 'strength was tried against 
Wales, before Scotland opened a scene of new triumphs, and the 
submission of Scotland encouraged the nation to resist Wales, 
Scotland, and France at once. In the same way the successful 
management of the councils of 1283 and I~94 lea to the com
pletion of the parliament in 1295. In each case the develop
ment of national action had .led to the increase of the royal 
power. Edward could not but see that he had struck the very 
line that must henceforth guide the national life. The sym
metrical constitution, and the authoritative .promulgation of its 
principle, mark the point at which. the national development 
and the fullest development of Edward's policy for his people 
met. He was successful because he built on the habits and 
wishes and strength of the nation, whose habitsj wishes, and 
strength he had learned to interpret. 

But the close union of 1295 was followed. by the compulsion Power of 
of 12'97: out of. the organic completeness of the constitution :,!!';.oe 
sprang the power of resistance, and out of the resistance the fu~ 
victory of the principles, which Edward might guide, but which 
he failed to coerce. With the former date then ~e period closes . 
during which. the royal design and the national development 
work in parallel lines or in combination; henceforth the pro~ 
grass, 80 far as it lies within the compass of the reign is the 
resultant of two forces differing in direction, forces which under 
Edward's successors became stronger and more distinctly diver~ 
gent in aim and character. It seems almost a profanation to 
compare the history of Edward I with that of John; yet the 
circumstances of 1297 bear a strong resemblance to those of 
I2I5: if the proceedings of 1297 had been a fair exampleExoeptiooal 
of Edward's general dealings with his people, our judgment of~~=:: 
his whole life must have been reversed. They were, however, '297· 

as we have seen, exceptional; the coincidence of war at home 
and abroad, the violent aggression of Boniface VIII, and the 
bold attempt at feudal independence, for which the earls found 
their opportunity in the king's difficulties, formed together an 
exigency, or a complication of exigencies, that suggested a 
practical dictatorship: that practical dictatorship Edward 

X2 
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attempted to grasp; failing, he yielded gracefuIIy, and kept 
the terms on which he yielded. 

In an attempt to ascertain 110W far Edward really compre
~ended the constitutional material. on which he was working, 
and formed his idea. according to the capacity of that material, 
we can scarcely avoid crediting him with measures which he 
ma.y have inherited, or which ma.y have been the work of his 
ministers. Little as ·can be said for Henry III himself, there 
was much vitality and even administrative genius in the system 
of government during his reign. Local institutions flourished, 
although the central government languished under him. Some 
of his bad ministers were among the best lawyers of the age. :=.::. Stephen Segrave, the successor of Hubert de Burgh, was regarded 
by Bracton as a judge of consummate authority; Robert Burnell 
and Walter de Merton, old servants of Henry, left names scarcely 
less remarkable in their own line of work than those of Grosse
teste and Cantilupe. No doubt these men had much to do with 
Edward's early reforms. We can trace the removal of Burnell's 
influence in the more peremptory attitude which the king as
sumed after his dea.th, and the statesmanship of the latter years 
of the reign is coloured by the faithful but less enlightened 
policy of Walter Langton. -But, notwithstanding all this, the 

. marks of Edward's constitutional policy are so distinct as to be 
accounted for only by his own continual intelligent supervision. 
If his. policy had been only Burnell's, it must have changed 
when circumstances changed after Burnell's death, as that of 
Henry VIII changed when Cromwell succeeded Wolsey; but 
the removal of the minister only sharpens the edge of the king's 
zeal. His policy, whoever were his advisers, is uniform and 

~~.::~tthe progressive. That he was both well acquainted with the 
ki!'8: in ~- machinery of administration, and possessed of constructive 
IDlntstration. • 

ability, is shown by the constitutions which he drew up for 
Wales and Scotland: both bear the impress of his own hand. 
The statute of Wales not only shows a determination closely to 
assinrllate that country to Engla.nd in its institutions, to extend 
with no grudging hand the benefits of good government to the 
conquered province, but furnishes an admira.ble view of the 
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local administration to which it was intended to adapt it. The 
constitution devised for Scotla.nd is an original attempt at 
blending the Scottish national system as it then existed with 
the general administration of the empire, an attempt which in 
some points anticipates the scheme of the union which was 
completed four centuries later. A similar conclusion may be 
drawn from Edward's legislation: it is not the mere regis
tration of unconnected amendments forced on by the improve
ment of legal knowledge, nor the innovating design of a man 
who imagines himself to have a genius for la.w, but an intelligent 
development of well-ascertained and a.cceptea principles, timed 
and formed by a policy of general government. So far, certainly, 
Edward seems qualified to originate a policy of design. 

But was the design which he may be supposed to have Policy of 

originated the same as that which he finally carried out 1 rx=:.,;~ 
Was the design which he actually carried out the result of an 
unimpeded constructive policy, or the resultant of forces which 
he could combine but could not thwart 1 Was it a policy of 
genius or of expediency 1 It may be fairly granted that the 
constitution, as it ultiln--'ately emerged, may not have been that 
whicll1tUward woulc:T1i8.-V'ellh15liien. Strong w will, sell'-riiliint, How far 

confident of his own good--will-towards his people, he would ~J7c~:' 
have no doubt preferred to retain in his own hands, and in BpODtaneous. 

those of his council, the work of legislation, and probably that 
of political deliberation, while his sense of justice would have 
left the ordinary voting of taxation to the parliament as he con-
structed it in 1295 out of the three estates. Such a constitution 
might have been more like that adopted by Philip the Fair in 
1302 than like that embodied in the statement of parliament 
in 1322, or enunciated by Edward himself in his answer to the 
pope. The importance actnally retained by the council in all 
the branches of adIllinlStrahon proves that It. simple parlia-
mentary constitutiOnwould-1io1;1iiLve re«Qmmencled itself to 
Ed.;ard's own mind. On the other hand, his policy was far 
more than one of eXJ'eaienc:>::2:~as ~verted from its orig3na l 
line_no doubt by unforeseen difficultfes. Edward intended to 
be wholly and fully a king, and he struggled for power. For 
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~wenty years he acted in the spirit of a supreme lawgiver, 
~dmitting only the council and the baronage to give their 
tdvice andt!onsent. Then p~g~!lLt~o~bles arose andJiE~1 
~roubles. 'l,ne financial exigencies suggested rather than forced 
~ new step, and the commons were called to parliament. In 
calling them he not only enunciated the great principle of 
national solidarity, but based the new measure on the most 
ancient local institutions. He did not chopse the occasion, but 
he chose the best means of meeting the occasion consonant with 
the habits of the people. And· when he had taken the step he 
did not retrace it. He l'egarded it as a part of a new compact 
that faith and honour forbad him to retract. .And so on in the 
rest of his work. He kept his word and strengthened every 
part of the new fabric by his own adhesion to its plan, not only 
from the sense of honour, but because he felt that he had done 
the best thin,,1. Thus his work was crowned with the success 
that patience, isdom, and faith amply deserve, and his share in 
the result is t at of the direction of national growth and adap
tation of the means and design of government to theconsolida
tion and conscious exercise of national strength. He saw what 
was best for his age and people; he led the way and kept faith. 

Contrast I Thus he appears to great advantage even by the side of the 
with other 
kingu of the great kings of his own century. Alfonso the Wise is a specu-
time.. lator and a dreamer by the side of his practical wisdom; 

Alfonso. 

Frederick 
and Lewis. 

Frederick II a powerful and enlightened self-seeker in contrast 
with Edward's laborious self-constraint for the good of his 
people. S. Lewis, who alone stands on his level as a patriot 
prince, falls below him in power and opportunity of greatness. 
Philip the Fair may be as great in constructive power, but he 
constructs only a fabric <if absolutism. The legislation of 
Alfonso is the work of an innovator who, having laid hold on 
what seems absolute perfection of law, accepts it without ex
amini~g how far it is fit for his people and finds it throrn 
back on his hands. Frederick legislates for the occasion; in 
Germany to balance opposing factions, in Italy to crush the 
liberty of his enemies or to raise the privileges of his friends: 
S. Lewis. legislates for the love of his people and for the love 
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of justice, but neitller he nor his people see the way to reconcile 
freedom with autllority. These contrasts are true if applied to 
the Maiozer-recht or the Constitutions of Peter de Vineis, the 
Establishments of 8. Lewis or the Siete Partidas. Not one of 
these men both saw ana did the best thing in the best way: 
and not one of them founded or consolidated a great power. 

In estimating the sbare of the baronage in the great work Distinctive 

there is the difficulty, at the outset, of determining the amount r.!~:t the 

of action which is to be ascribed to persons and parties. In famili ... 

Henry Ill's reign we compare, without being able to weigb, 
the distinct policies of the Marshalls, of the ea.rls of Chester 
aDd Gloucester, Bohuu and Bigod. Even the great earl of 
Leicester appears in different aspects at different parts of his 
career, and the great merit of his statesmanship is adaptative 
rather than originative: what he originates perishes, what he 
adapts survives. In the earlier period t~e younger 'Marshalls 
lead the opposition to the crown partly from personal fears 
and jealousies, but mainly on the principles of Runnymede; 
they perish however before the battle. The earl of Chester, 
the strongest bulwark of the royal power, is also its sharpest 
critic, and, when his own rights are infringed, its most inde-
pendent opponent; his policy is not that of the nation but of 
the great feudal prince of past times. The earls of Gloucester, The earls of 

father and soo, neither of tbem gifted with genius, ky to play Gloucester. 

a part that genius only could make successful: like Chester, 
conscious of their feudal pretensions, like the Marshalls, ready 
to avail themselves of constitutional principles to thwart the 
king or to overthrow his favourites~ In their eyes the con
stitutional struggle was a party contest: should the English 
baronage or the foreign courtiers direct the royal councils. There 
was no politic or patriotic zeal to create in the national par-
liament a properly-balanced counterpoise to royal power. Hence, 
when the favoruites were banished, the Gloucesters took the 
ki~g's side; when the foreiguers returned, they were in oppo-
sition. They may ha.ve credit. for an unenlightened but true 
idea that England was for the English, but on condition that 
the English IIhould 'follow their lead. They have the credit 
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of mediating between the English parties and taking care that 
neither entirely crushed the other. Further, it would seem 
absurd to ascribe to the Gloucesters any statesmanlike ability 
corresponding to their great position. The younger earl, the 
Gilbert of Edward I's reign, is bold and honest, but erratic 
and self-confident, interesting rather personally than politically. 
To Leicester alone of the barons can any constructive genius 
be ascribed; and as we. have seen, owing to the difficulty of 
determining where his uncontrolled action begins and ends, we 
cannot define his share ,in the successive schemes which he 
helped to sustain. . That. he possessed both constructive power 
and a true zeal for justice cannot be denied. That with all his 
popularity he understood the nation, or they him, is much more 
questionable: and hence his greatest work, the parliament of 
1265, wants that direct relation to the national system which 
the constitution of 1295 possesses. In the aspect of a popular 
champion, the favourite of the people and the clergy, Simon 
loses sight of the balance of the constitution i an alien, he is 
the foe of aliens i owing his real importance to his English 
earldom, he all but banishes the baronage from his councils. 
He is the genius, the hero of romance, saved by his good faith 
and righteous zeal. Bohun and Bigod, the hel'oes of 1297, are 
but degenerate sons of mighty fathers; greater in their oppor
tunity than in their patriotism; but their action testifies to 
a traditional alliance between barons and people, and recalls 
the resistance made with better reason and in better company 
by their forefathers to the tyranny of John. We cannot form 
a just and general judgment on the baronage without making 
these distinctions. On the whole, however, it must be granted 
that, while the mainspring of their opposition to Henry and 
Edward must often be sought in their own class interests, 
they betray no jealousy of popular liberty, they do not object 
to ~hare with the commons the advantages that their resist
ance has gained, they aspire to lead rather than to drive the 
nation; they see, if they do not fully realise, the unity of the 
national interest whenever and wherever it is threatened by 
the crOWD. 
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It is in the ranks of the clergy that we should .naturally Share ,?f tho 

look, considering the great men of the time, for a moderate, ~~~~titu
constructive policy. The thirteenth century is the golden age:~ 
of English churchmanship. The age that produced one Simon 
among the earls, produced among the bishops Stephen Langton, 
S. Edmund, Grosseteste, and the Cantilupes. The Charter of 
Runnymede was drawn under Langton's eye; Grosseteste was 
the friend and adviser of the constitutional opposition. Berk-
sted, the episcopal member of the electoral triumvirate, was 
the pupil of S. Richard of Chichester: S. Edmund of Canter-
bury was the adviser who compelled the first banishment of 
the aliens; S. Thomas of Cantilupe, the last canonised English-
man, was the chancellor of the baronial regency. 

These men are not to be judged by a standard framed on How thoy 

the. experience of ages that were then future. It is an easy ;,~o 
and a false generalisation that teIls. us that their resistance to 
royal tyranny and the aid that they gave to constitutional 
growth were alike owing to their desire to erect a spiritual 
sovereignty and to depress all dominion that infringed upon 
their own liberty of tyrannising. The student of the history 
of the thirteenth century will not deny that the idea of a. 

spiritual sovereignty was an accepted principle with both clerk 
and layman. The policy of the papal court had not yet reduced 
to an absurdity the claims put forth by Gregory VII and Inno-
cent III. It was still regarded as an axiom that the priest-. 
hood which guided men to eternal life was a higher thing than 
the royalty which guided the helm of the temporal state: that 
the two swords were to help each other, and the greatest privi-
lege of the state was to help the church. Religipus liberty, as 
they understood it, consisted largely in clerical immunity. But 
granting that principle,-and until the following century, when 
the teaching of Ockham and the Minorites, the claims of 
Boniface VIII and their practical refutation, the quarrel of 
Lewis of Bavaria and John XXII, the schism in the papacy, 
and the teaching of WycMe, had opened the eyes of Christen-
dom, that principle was accepted,-it is impossible not to see, 
and ungenerous to refuse to acknowledge, the debt due to 



Constitutional History. [CHAP, 

G1'08IlOteste. men like Grosseteste. Grosseteste, the most learned, the most 
acute, the most holy man of his time, the most devoted to his 
spiritual work, the most trusted teacher and confidant of 
princes, was at the same time a most faithful servant of the 
Roman Church 1. H he is to be judged by his letters, his 
leading principle was the defence of his flock. The forced 
intrusion of foreign priests, who had no sympathy with his 
people and knew neither their ways nor their language, leads 

Hi~ c!>""!"'" him to resist king and pope alike; the depression of the priest-
tenstic news. h d, h th b th I' . 

00 weer yep aClDg of clergymen in secular office, or 
by the impoverishment of ecclesiastical estates, or by the ap
pointment of unqualified clerks· to the cure of souls, is the 
destruction of religion among the laity. Taxes and tallages 
might be paid to Rome when the pope needed it, but the de
struction of the flock bi foreign pastors was not to be endured. 

His attitude It may seem strange that the eyes of Grosseteste were not 
~~ opened by the proceedings of Innocent IV to the impossibility 

of reconciling the Roman claims with his own dearest prin
ciples: possibly the idea that Frederick II represented one 
of the heads of the Apocalyptic Beast, or the belief that he 
was an infidel plotting against Christendom, affected bis mental 
perspicacity. Certainly as he grew older his attitude towards 
the pope became more hostile. But he had seen during a great 
part of his career the papal influence employed on the side of 

His views of justice in the hands of Innocent III and Honorius III. Grosse
the papacy. teste's attitude towards the papacy however was not one of 

unintelligent submission. The words in which he expresses 
his idea of papal authority bear a singular resemblance to 
those in which Bracton maintains the idea of royal authority B. 

1. Grosseteste's belief that the bishop receives his power from the pope 
and the pope receives his from Christ, a doctrine which in its come
quences is fatal to the doctrine of episcopacy and the existence of national 
churches, is clear from his letter No. 13 7 i ed. Luard, p. 369. But that 
he did not Bee to what it would lead, is clear from the whole tenour of 
his life. 

• • Praesidentes huic Bedi Bacratissimae principalissime inter mortales 
. personam Christi induuntur, et ideo oportet quod in eis maxima Hint et 

reluceant Christi opera, et nulla slnt in eis Christi operibus oontraria i et 
propter idem, slcut Domino J esu Christo in omnibus est obediendum, slc 
et praesidentibus huic sedi sacratissimae, in quantum indutis ChristUln et 
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The pope could do no wrong, for if wrong were done by him 
he was not acting &8 pope. So the king as a minister of God 
can only do right; if he do wrong, he is acting not as a king 
but as a minister of the devil'. In each case the verbal quibble 

. contains a virtual negation: and the writer admits without 
identifying a higher principle than authority. But it is not 
&8 a merely ecclesiastical politician' that Grosseteste should be 
regarded. He was the confidential friend of Simon de Montfort, His political 

and the tutor of his children. He was more than once the spokes- position. 

ma~ of the constitutional party in parliament, and he was the 
patron of the friars who at the time represented learning and 
piety as well as the doctrines of civil independence in the Uni-
versities and country at large". Bolder and more persevering 
than S. Edmund, he endured the same trials, but was a less 
conspicuous object of attack and gained greater success. Grosse_ 
teste represents a school of which S. Ric}lard of Chichester 
and his disciple Berksted, with archbishops Kilwardby and 
Peckham, were representatives; a school, part of whose teach-
ing descended through the Franciscans to Ockham and the 
Nominalists, and through them, to Wycliffe. The baronial The baronial 

prelate was of another type. Walter of Cantilupe no doubt prolate. 

in quantum vere praesidentibus, in omnibus est obtemperandum; sin 
autem quis eorom, quod absit, Buperinduat amictum· cognationis at carnia 
aut mundi aut alicujus alterios praeterquam Christi, et ex hujosmodi 
amore quicquam Christi praeceptis et voluntati contrarium, obtemperans 
ei in hujusmodi manifeote Be separat a Christo at a corpore ejos quod est 
ecclesia, at a praesidente huic sedi in quantum induto personam Christi at 
in tantum vere praesidente; at cum communiter in hujusmodi obtempe
rator, vera at perfecta advenit discessio, et in januia est revelatio filii per
ditionis' (2 Thess. ii. 3); Grosseteste's sermon before the Council of Lyons; 
:Brown's Fasciculos, ii. 256 • 

• • Exercere igitor debet rex potestatem juris, sicut Dei vicarios et 
minister in terra, quia ilia p<ltestas solios Dei est, potestas autem injoriae 
diaboli at non Dei, et cojos horom opera fecerit rex, ejos minister est 
cuju. opera fecerit. 19itur dum facit jostitiam vicarios est Dei aeterni, 
minister autem diaboli dum dec1inet ad injoriam;' :Bracton, Lib. iii. de 
Actionibos, c. 9. 

• The sentiments not of the people but of the Universities, and inci
dentally of the Franciscans also, are exemplified in the long Latin poem 
printed in Wright's Political Songs, pp. 73-131. I have not quoted this 
corious document as an illostration of the belief of the people, who could 
not have read it or understood it; bu t it was clearly a manifesto, amongst 
themselves, of the men whose preaching guided the people. 
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had his sympathies with the English baronage as well as with 
the clergy and was as hostile to the alien favourites of the 
court as to the alien nominees of Rome. A man like Thomas 
of Cantilupe united in a strong degree the leading principles 
of both schools; he was a saint like Edmund, a politician like 

The secular his uncle, and a bishop like Grosseteste. Another class, the 
prelate. 

ministerial prelate, such as was bishop Raleigh of Winchester, 
was forced into opposition to the crown rather by his personal 
ambitions or personal experiences than by high principle; the 
intrusion of the foreigner into the court and council was to 
him not merely the introduction of foreign or lawless pro
cedure, but the exclusion from the rewards. that faithful ser
vice had merited; and his feeling, as that of Becket had been, 
was composed, to a large extent, of a sense of injury amounting 
to vindictiveness. Yet even such men contributetl to the cause 
of freedom, if it were only by the legal skill, the love of system, 
and ability for organisation, which they infused into the party 

Opposition to which they adhered. The opposition of the English clergy 
of the cltu'gJ' • • •• , • 
to Edward L to the illegal aggressIOns of the crown ill his father s retgn 

taught Edward I a great lesson of policy. He at all events 
contrived to secure the services of the best of the prelates on 
the side of his government, and chose for his confidential ser
vants men who were fit to be rewarded with high spiritual 
preferment. The' career of Walter de Merton proves this; 
another of his great ministers, bishop William of March, was 
in popular esteem a candidate for canonisation and a faithful 
prime minister of the crown. Walter Langton, the minister 
of his later ye~, earned the gratitude of the nation by his 
faithful attempts to keep the prince of Wales in obedience to 
his father, and to prevent him taking the line which finally 

Winohelsey; destroyed him. Of archbishop Winchelsey we have already 
seen reason to believe that he was an exceptional man, in a 
position the exceptional character or- which must affect our 
judgments of both himself and the king. If the necessities of 
the case excuse the one, they excuse the other. He also was 
a. man of learning, industry, and piety, and, if he did not play 
the part of a patriot as well as Stephen Langton had done, it 
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must be remembered that he had Edward .and not John for bis 
opponent, Bonifac;and not Innocent for his pope. But on the The body of 

whole perhaps the feeling of the English clergy in the great the clergy. 

struggle should be estimated rather by the behaviour of the 
mass of the body than by the cbaracter of their leaders. The 
remonstrances of the diocesau and provincial councils are more 
outspoken than the letters of the bishops, and the faithfulness 
of the body of the clergy to the principles of freedom is more 
distinctly conspicuous than that of the episcopal politicians: 
the growing life of the Universities, which towards the end 
of the century were casting off the rule of the mendicant 
orders and influencing every class of the clergy both regular 
and secular, tended to the eame end; and, although, in tracing They take 

the history of the following century, we shall have in many ~::,~f 
respects to acknowledge decline and retrogression, we can-
not but see that in the quarrels between the crown and the 
papacy, and between the nation and the crown, the clergy 
for the most part took the right side. Archbishops Stratford 
and Arundel scarcely ever claim entire sympathy, but they 
gained no small advantages to the nation, and few kings 
had better ministers or more honest advisers than William of 
Wykeham. 

If we ask, lastly, what was the share of the people, of the Sympathyof 
. b' d shi the paople commons, of their leading mem ers lD town an re, our with the 

review of the history furnishes a distinct if not very circum- rofol1ll& 

stantial answer. The action of the people is to some exte.nt 
traceable in the acts of the popular leader. Simon de Montfort 
possessed the confidence of the commons: the knightly body 
threw itself into the arms of Edward in 1259 when it was 
necessary to counteract the oligarchic policy of the barons: the 
Londoners, the men of the Cinque Ports, the citi2ens of the 
great towns, the Universities Under the guidance of the friars, 
were consistently on the side of liberty. But history has No great 

d 
. nam .. 

preserved no great names or programmes of great eSlgn pro- prooorvoli. 

ceeding from the third estate. Sir Robert Thwenge the leader 
of the anti-Roman league in 1232, and Thomas son of Thomas 
who led the plebeians of London against the magnates, scarcely 
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rise beyond the reputation of local politician~. Brighter names, 
like that of Richard Sward, the follower of Richard Marshall, 
are eclipsed by the brilliance of their leaders; (It was well that 
the barons and the bishops should furnish the ~emes of reform, 
and most fortunate that barons and bishops were found· to 
furnish such schemes as the people could safely accept. The 
jealousy of class privilege was avoided, and personal influences 
helped to promote a general sympathy. The real share of the 
co=ons in the reformed and remodelled constitution is proved 
by the success of its working, by the growth of the third estate 
into power and capacity for political action throngh the diS

cipline of the parliamentary system; and the growtli of the 
parliamentary system itself is due to the faithful adhesion and 
the growing intelligence of the third estate:'\ 

Let then the honour be given where it iYdue. If tbe result 
is a compromise, it ·is one made between pa,ties. which by 
honesty and patriotism are entitled to make wlth one anotlier 
terms which do not give to each all that he might ask; and 

.justly so, for the subjects on which the compromise turns, the 
relations of" Church and State, land and commerce, tenure and 
citizenship, homage and allegiance, social freedom and civil 
obligation, are matters on which different ages and different 
nations have differed in theory, and on which even statesmen 
and philosophers have failed to come to a general conclusion 
alike applicable to aU ages and nations as the ideal of good 
government. 
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245. BETWEEN the despotism of the Plantagenets and the Relation 

despotism of the Tudors lies a period of three eventful centuries. ~~nth 
The first of these we have now traversed; we have traced the :~'? 
course of the struggle between the crown and the nation, as fourteenth. 

represented by its leaders in parliament, which. runs on through 
the thirteenth century, and the growth of the parliamentary 
constitution into theoretical completeness uneler Edward I. 
Another century lies before us, as full of incident and interest 
as the last, although the incident is of a different sort, and the 
men around whom the interest gathers are of very different 
stature and dissimilar aims. We pass from the age of heroism 
to the ageJ>f chivalry, from a century ennobled by devotion and 
self-sacrifice to one in which the gloss of superficial refinement 
fails to hide the reality of heartless selfishness and moral degra~ 
dation-an age of luxury and cruelty. ~This age has its strug- Changeintho 

• character of 
gles, but they are contests of personal . family faction, not of tho strugglo 

grea.t causes; it has its grea~ constitutional results, but they ~~tution. 
seem to emerge from a confused mass of llllCOnscious agencies 



320 Constitutional Hi8tor!J. [CHAP. 

rather than from the direct action of great lawgivers or from 
th~ victory of acknowledged principles. It has however its 
place in the history of the Constitution; for the variety and the 
variations of the transient struggles serve to develop and exer
cise the strength of the permanent mechanism of the system; 
and the result is sufficiently distinct to show which way the 
balance of the political forces, working in and throngh that 
mechanism, will ultimately incline. It is a period' of private 
and political faction, of foreign wars, of treason laws and judicial 
murders, of social rebellion, of religious division, and it ends 

I') ) -. with a revolutiop. which seems to be ouly the determination of . 
n.,-"c)\ h c'I>. one bloody quarrel and the beginning of another. 
,i"""J Incidental,..... But this· 0 of the rmanent insti
c{ Q:i:.~ \hutions. It is not in itself a victory of constitutional life, but it 
a places' on the throne a dynasty which reigns by a parliamentary 

title, and which ceases to reign when it has lost the confidence 
~=t,:ult. of the co=ons. (The constitutional result of the three reigns 

that fill the fourteenth century is the growth of the House of 
Commons into its full share of political power; the recognition 
of its full right as the representative of the mass and body of 
the nation, and the vindication of its claim to exercise the 
powers which in the preceding century had been possessed by 
the baronage only. The barons of the thirteenth century had 
drawn the outlipe of the system by which parliament was to 

~t': limit the autocracy of the king. Edward I had 'made his par
Commons. liament the concentration of the three estates of his people; 

Chl\Dged 
attitude of 
clergy and 
~n88". 

~ Edward IT, Edward ITI, and !llihard II, the third estate 
claimed and won its llJ!\c.~U\!?, the foremost of the three. The 
clergy had contented themselves with their great spiritual posi
tion, and had withdrawn from parliament; the barons were no 
lonle~ feudal potentates with class interests and exclusive privi-

~
• \ ,0 ~E'~~hat set them apart from king and commons alike. The 
~ \. ()..~I~..;u reforms of Edward I and the family divisions which origi
LC. . nated under Edward III changed the baronial attitude in more 

Parti.. ways than 01n in the constitutional struggle the great lords 
~::: the were content 0 act as leaders and allies of the commons or as 

followers of e coort; in the dynastic struggles they ranged 
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themselves on the side of the family to which they were attached_ 
by traditional or territorial ties; for the royal policy had placed 
the several branches of the divided house at the head of the 
grent territorialpllrties which adopted and discarded constitu-
tional principles as they chose. . 

~ 
In this aspect the fourteenth century anticipates some part of Growth . ~~ 

he hIstory of the fifteenth; the party of change is only acci- constitution 
• through 

entally and occasIOnally the party of progress; constitutional th?m and in 
.plta of 

uths are upheld now by one, now by another, of the dynastic them. 

factions; Edward II defines the right of parliament as against 
the aggressive Ordinances, and the party of the Red Rose asserts 
constitutional law as opposed to the indefeasible right of the 
legitimate heir, even when the cause of national growth seems 
to be involved in the success of the White Rose. Both sides 
look to the commons for help, and, while they employ the com-
mons for their own ends, -gradually place the decision of all 
great questions irrevocably in their hands. The dynastic fac-
tions may be able alternately to influence the elections, to make 
the house of commons now royalist now reforming, one year 
Yorkist and one year Lancastrian, but each change helps to 
register the stages of increasing power. f The commons have Permanent 

. d lidat· , d h inlIuenoo now galDe a conso IOn, a permanence an a co erence of tho 

which the baronage no longer possesses. The constitution of Com mono. 

the house of commons, like that of the church, is independent 
of the division!! and contests that vary the surface of its history. 
A ba~tle which destroys half the baronage takes away half the 
power of the house of lords: the house of commons is liable to 
no such collapse.,) But the battle that destroys half the baron-
age leaves the ~er half not so much victorious, as dependent 
on the support of the commons. The possession of power rests 
ultimately with that estate which by its constitution is least 
dependent on personal accident and change. It gains not so C?ntinnoUB 

much because the party which asserts its right triumphs oyer ~f~~ 
I . h d .. b . d t t·d Commons. t lat whlC emes It, as ecause It stan s to some exten ou SI e 

the circle of the £dctio~s whose contests it witnesses and between 
which it arbitrates. ~l that is won by the parliamentary 
opposition to the crOWD is won for the commons; what the 

VOL. Xl. y 
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baronage loses by the victory of the crown over one or other 
of its parties is lost to the baronage alone. The whole period 
witnesses no great struggle between the lords and the commons, 
or the result might have been different;) There was a point at 
which the humiliation of the baronag/was to end in such an 
exaltation of the royal power as left the other two estates 
powerless.; and with the baronage fell or seemed to fall the 
power of parliament. But the commons had a vitality which 
subsisted even when the church, deprived of the support of 
united Christendom, lay at the feet of Henry VIII, and a new 
baronage had to be created out of the ruins of the two elder 
estates. And when under' the Stewarts the time came for 
the maturity of national organisation to stand face to face with 
the senility of medieval royalty, the contest was decided as 
all previous history pointed the way and subsequent history 
justified. But we do not aspire to lead on our narrative to so 
d~stant a consummation, and the discussion for the present lies 
within much narrower limits. 

The Housoof 
Commons 
go.inB 
detinitou ... 
and oon .. 
IOlldatioD 

246. It was natural that a system thus gaining in power 
and capacity should gain in definiteness of organisation. The 
growth of the house ~f commons, as well as of the parliamentary 
machinery generally, during the fourteenth century, is marked 
by increased clearness of detail. With its proceedings more 
carefully watched, and more jealously recorded, more conscious 
of the' importance of order, rule, and precedent, it begins to 
possl!ss what may be called a literature of its own, and its 
history has no longer to be gleaned from the incidental notices 
of writers whose eyes were fixed on other matters of interest, or 
from documents that presume rather than furnish a knowledge 
of the processes from which they result. The vast. bOdy of 
Parliamentary Writs affords from henceforth a sufficient account 
of the personal and constitutional composition of each par'Iia~' 
ment: the Rolls of Parliament preserve a detailed journal' of. 
the proceedings, from which both-the mode and the matter of 
business can be elucidated, and the increasipg bulk of ,the' 
statute-book gives the permanent result.' ' 

247. The transition from the reign of Edward I to that'of 
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Edward II is somewhat abrupt; we find ourselves at one step Change or 
in a new era, with new men, new manners, and new ideas.:::"~ 

on the 
The greatness of the father's character gathers; so long as he """';on of 

lives, all interest around him personally, and we scarcely see Edward II. 

that almost all that belongs to his own age has passed away 
befo~ his death. When he is gone we feel that we are out of 
the atmosphere which had been breathed by Stephen Langton 
and Simon de Montfort. The men are of meaner moral stature. 
The very patriots work for lower objects: the baronial opposi-
tion is that of a faction rather than of an independent estate: 
the ecclesiastical champions aim at gaining class privilege and 
class isolation, not at securing their due share in the work of 
the nation: the griM-ances of the people are the result of dis-
honest administration, chicanery, and petty malversation, not of 
bold and open attempts at tyrauny; the royal favourites are no 
more the great lords of Christendom, the would-be rivals of 
emperor and king, but the upstart darlings of an infatuated 
prince.; and the hostility they excite arises rather from jealou'sy 
of their sudden acquisition of wealth and power than from such 
fears as their predecessors had inspired, that they would change 
the laws and constitution of the realm. 

Some part of the change is owing to the influx _ of foreign Jnfl~x of 

V h h uli · . f . al histo foreign manners. ery muc of tepee anties 0 nation ry manners. 
is lost; and the growing influence of France by affinity or 
example becomes at once apparent in manners, morals, language 
and political thonght. This influence is not new, but it com~ . 
into prominence as the older national spirit becomes weaker. 
S. Lewis had impressed his mark on Edward I himself, and the 
growth of education during the thirteenth century had taken 
a disthtctly- French form. Under Henry III French had be-~and 
come the language of our written laws; under Edward I it custoDl& 

appears as the language of the courts of law. The analogies, 
already traced, between the constitutional machinery of Edward 

. and., that of Phili~ the Fair, testify to, at least, a momentary 
.aptr._ ~xi~ation ~eiween the two national ~tems. The idea of 

-- ae4rirmgthe power of the crown by vestmg the great fiefs as 
-appanages in the hands of the younger branches of the royal 

Yll 
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family, a plan which had been adopted in France by Lewis IX, 
must have been either borrowed from him by Henry III and 
Edward I, or in both countries suggested by the same circum~ 
stances,-the vanishing of feudal ideas and the determination 

• that they should not revive; and in both countries the plan 
has the same result: it turns what had been local, territorial, 
traditional, jealousies into internecine struggles between near 
kinsmen; enmities that will not be appeased by humiliation, 
rivalries that cease only when the rivals themselves are extinct. 
French manners too, the elegancies with the corruptions of a 
mo~e continuous old culture, luxury ·in dress and diet, vice no 
longer made repulsive by grossness, bu~ toned down by super~ 
ficial refinement and decked in the tinsel of false ch"ivalry,-all" 
these were probably working under Edward I, though he was 
free from the least imputation of them; they come into promi~ 
nence and historical. importance under his son and reach a 
climax in the next generation. 

The system But there was a deeper source of danger. Edward I had 
;: .. ~~ard [ systematised and defined the several functions of a form of 
~~a :in";.it constitution that worked well, although not without difficulties, 

under his own hand. His system was the system of a king who 
felt himself at one with the nation he governed, who was con
tent to act as the head and hand of the national body. In 
sharing political power with his people, he gave to the parlia
ment more than was consistent with a royal despotism, he 
retained in his own hands more than was consistent with the 
theory of limited monarchy. He was willing to have no inter
est apart from his people, but he would not be less than every 
inch a king. The share of power which he gave was given to 
be used in concert with him; the share that he retained was 
retained that he might control the aims and exertions of the 
national strength. There was what is called, in modern phrase, 
solidarity between him and his people. He had not calculated 
on the succession of a race that· would maintain a seplll'ate 
interest, apart from or opposed to that of the nation. Until 
a few months before his death, he does not seem to have realised 
the danger of leaving the fortunes of the people he had loved at 
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the mercy of a son, whose character he had reason to mistrust, 
and whose ability for government he had never found time to 
train. 

Around Edward II, who was utterly incapable of recognising Growth of & 

the idea of kingship, and Edward III, who realised that idea court pal'ty. 

ouly so far as it could be made subservient to his personal 
ambition, there grew up a body of influences and int-erests cen-
tering in the king and his family, not always swayed by the 
same ideas, but consistently devoted to personal aims and 
employing personal agencies to the furtherance of political 
objects, which in turn were made to conduce to personal ag
grandisement. This body of influences, the court or courtiers It is hostile 

of the later Plantagenet kings, was by its very nature opposed :!':age. 
to the baronage, ,which, however indebted to royal favour for 
its original character and constitutional recognition, took its 
stand on somethiug far higher aud nobler than royal favourit-
ism. Scarcely,less opposed was it to tlie administrative body and to,th. 

f th k
· , admiDlStra-

o e mg s constitutio1181 advisers, who, although in theory tiOD. 

the king's servants, had under Edward I become so thoroughly 
incorporated with the national system, and so thoroughly bonnd 
by the obligations of honour and conscience to the national 
interest, that they were already the ministers of the nation, 
rather than of the court or even of the king. It is to the It is the 

o action of the court that we must attribute the extravagance, =r~f the 

the dishonesty, the immorality, private, socilll, and political, of~t;!~::.tf 
the period; it is to the antagonism between the court and the 
administration, between the curia and the camera, or in modern 
language the court and the cabinet, that many of the consti-
tutional quarrels of the century are owing; it is to the un
popularity of the court that the social as distinct from the 
coustitutional disturbances are chiefly due, and to the selfish 
isolation of the court that much of the national misery and no 
little of the national discontent are to be traced. A body of 
courtiers, greedy of wealth, greedy of land ancl, titles, careless 
of the royal reputation and national credit, constantly working 
to obtain office for the heads of one or other of its factions, 
using office for the enrichment of its own members, contained in 
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I~ i. in. itself. all the germs of future trouble. In rivalry with the 
rlVlLlry WIth 
all the more baronage which collectively looked upon the courtiers as de-
pennanent • 
elementa. serters from Its own body, although the barons individually or 

the several factions among them were ready enough to play the 
part in their turn; in rivalry with the clergy whose political 
power they begrudged and whose religious_influence they uni
formly thwarted; in rivalry with the ministry which, if it were 
composed of honest men, was in hostility to the court as It 

whole, or, if it were itself the creation of one half of the court, 
was in hostility to the other; the court furnished the king with 
his favourites and flatterers, the worst of his traitors, the most 
hateful, the most necessary, supporters and servants of his 
prerogative t, 

General Such surroundings of royalty are not, it is true, peculiar to 
existence of 
the evil. anyone age or country: the courtiers of the Conqueror and his 

How it 
comea into 
the fore
ground. 

sons, of Henry II, of John and Henry III; the curiales of whom 
the English chroniclers of the twelfth century complain so bit
terly, and whose follies are so wittily exposed by the satirists of 
that and the next age, were It distinct social feature of each 
reign, varying very much as they reflected the character of the 
reigning king. It is not until the relations of king and 
nation have become settled and defined that the mischievous 
influences of the court begin to have substantive existence: 
when the king can no longer be It despot, when the nation can 
no longer be regatded as existing for the despot's pleasure, 
when the jealousy inherent in limited power leads the king to 
trust to personal friends rather than to constitutional advisers, 

• to rely on his prerogative rather than on his constitutional 
right, to strain every colourable claim, to disclaim every ques
tionable responsibility,-then it is that the ministers of his 
pleasures, the companions or caudidates for companionship in 

1 The courtiers were the great promoters of the feud between Edward II 
and the earl of Lancaster :-' aulicis, quos idem comes meritis e:xigentibus 
exosos habuit. id jugiter procurantibus;' Cont. Trivet, p. 23- • Videant 
amodo,' says the Monk of Malmesbury on the fan of Gaveston, 'curiales 
Anglici ne de regio favore oonfisi barones despiciant;' ed. Hearne, p. 124: 
'tota iniquitas originaliter exiit a curia;' ibid. p. 171. (Ohron. Edw. I. 
II., ii. 180, 333.) So too in 1340 and 1376; and throughout the reign of 
Richard II. 
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his follies, the :flatterers of his omnipotence, become a baneful 
power in the state; and not less hateful than baneful, because 
their irresponsible position and the splendid obscurity in which 
they move prevent their being brought to a reckoning. It is Its strength 

only when the king's constitutional advisers have become an ~i~ 
integral part of the national system, that his unconstitutional ::='1 
advisers, their rivals, detractors and supplanters, become a strengthens. 

power in the state. a good and great king alone can rise 
superior to such inHuences.· A !ring of weak will, one who has 
been cradled and nursed among them, a stay-at-home who has 
not seen the ways of other nations, a pleasure-loving king, even 
a strong king who is not at one with his people, must certainly 
in the end, even if it be with shame and remorse, acquiesce in 
the system in which he lives. 

248. The transitionary character of the period appears most Transition 

distinctly when we look at the successor of the great Edward. ~:'rd I to 

Edward II is not so much out of accord with his age as might Edward n. 
be inferred from a hasty glance at his history and fate. He is 
not without some share of the chivalrous qualities that are 
impersonated in his son. He has the instinctive courage of 
his house, although he is neither an accomplished knight nor a 
great commander 1. But he has no high aims, no policy beyond 

1 • 0 Hi armorum usibus Be e>:ercitaret, regis Ricardi probitatem pra8-
cederet. Hoc enim deposci~ materia habilis, cum statura longus sit ei; 
fortis viribus, formosus homo decora facie. Sed quid moror ipsum deacri
bere' Si tautum dedi88et armis operam quantam impendidit circa rem 
ruaticam, mul tum excellena fnisset Anglia, nomen ejus sonuisset in terra ' ; 
Mon. Malmesb. p. 136: Chron. Edw. I. II., ii. 193. Knighton calls him 
• vir elegana corpore, viribus praestans, sed moribus, si vulgu creditur, 
plurimum inconstana. N am, parvipenao procerum contubernio, adhaesit 
scurris, cantoribus, tragoedis, aurigis, f08S0ribus, remigibus, navigiis et 
ceteris artis mechauicae officiis; potibus indulgens; secreta facile prodens, 
astantea ex levi causa percutiens, magis alienum quam proprium consilium 
sequens; in dando prodigue, in convivando splendidus, ore promptus, opere 
varius;' C. 2532. His love of mechanical employments is also mentioned 
in the Chronicle of Lanercost, p. 236: • Domino Edwardo seniori in nulla 
probitate similis videbatur. Dederat enim se in privato ab adolescentia 
sua arti remigandi et bigam ducendi, foveae faciendi at domos cooperiendi, 
ut communiter dicebatur; arti etiam fabrill de noote cum suis sodalibus 
operando, et aliis artibus mechanicis, quibusdam etiam vanitatibus et levi
tatibus allis in quibus filium regis non decuit occupari.'" Edward's taste 
for theatrical entertainments is remarked on. Archbishop Reynolds, as a 
l oung man, • in ludia theatralibus principatum tenuit et per hoc regis 
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Cha.r8Alter of the cunning of unscrupulous selfishness. He has no kingly 
Edwardll • • •• 
and his reign. pnde or sense of duty, no mdustry or shame or pIety. He IS 
13<>7-13'6. th fir ki . th C h . e st ng smce e onquest w 0 was not a man of bUSI-

ness, well acquainted with the routine of government; he makes 
amusement the employment of his life; his tastes at the best 
are those of the athlete and the artisan; . vulgar pomp, heartlefs 
extravagance, l/tvish improvidence, selfish indolence make him 
a fit centre of an intriguing court. He does no good to any 
olle: he bestows his favours. in such a way as to bring his 
.favourites to destruction, and sows enmities broadcast by insult 
or imprudent neglect. His reign is a tragedy, but one that 
lacks in its true form the element of pity: for there is nothing 
in Edward, miserable as his fate is, that invites or deserves 
sympathy. He is often described as worthless. He does little 
harm intentionally except by acts of vengeance that wear the 
garb of justice. His faults are quite as much negative as posi
tive: his character is not so much vicious as devoid of virtue. 
He stands in contrast with both Henry III and Richard II: 
he does not bend to the storm like the former, or attempt to 
control it like the latter; he bas neither the pliancy of the one 
nor the enterprise of the other. History does not condemn 
him because be failed to sustain tbe part which his father bad 
p!ayed, for the alternation of strong and weak, good and bad, 
kings is too commoli a phenomenon to carry with it so heavy a 
sentence: but he deliberately defied his father's counsels, and 
disregarded his example. If his faults had proceeded from 
deficient or Lad training t, his reign would have been the 

favorero obtinuit;' M. Malroesb. p. 141; (Chron. Edw. ii. 197.) That he 
was a devoted hunter and breeder of horses and trainer of dogs, is clear 
from his letters; see the following note'. And this is probably the' res 
rustica' to which he devoted him.elf. He writes to the archbishop of 
Canterbury for stallions, to the abbot of Shrewsbury for a fiddler, and to 
Walter Reynolds, then keeper of his wardrobe; for trumpets for his little 
players j a curious illustration of the passage just quoted. 

1 In one instance, probably conneoted with the quarrel with Lallgton 
about Gaveston, we find the king severely punishing his son, and making 
him an example to the court: 'Quae quidem (viz. contemptus et inobe
dientia) tam ministris ipsius domini regis quam sibi ipsi aut curiae suae 
facta, ipsi regi valde Bunt odiosa, et hoc ""presse nuper apparuit j-idem 
dominus rex filium suum primogenitum et carissimum Edwardum principem 
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greatest slur on his rather's statesmanship; but it is difficult to Edward was 

trace in his career any natural ability or goodness. It is certain ~~~·of 
th~t from the v.ery beginning of his reign he was the victim Of!::'"li!;~""· 
unrelenting hostility, and that during the whole of it· he did 
nothing to prove that he was worthy of better treatment 1. 

Nor is it true that he paid in any way the penalty of his 
father's sins, that he fell under the enmities that his father had 
provoked, or under the tide of influences that his father was 
strong enough to stem. He voluntarily threw away his advan- Be .... hie 

t&ges, and gave to his enemies the opportunities that they were =m;~rst 
ready to take. His position was of his own making; his fate, 
hard and undeserved as it was, was the direct result of his own 
faults and follies. 

249. Within a few days of his father's death Edward II was Be succeedio. 

recognised as king. At Carlisle, on the 20th of July, he received 
the homage and fealty of the English magnates 2, and at Dum-
fries a few days later that of the Scots. The form in which his ProcIaimo 

peace was proclaimed announced that by descent of heritage he r~07. 
was already kiug 8; the years of his reign were computed from 

\Va\liae, eo quod quaedam verba gro88a et acerba cuidam ministro suo 
dixerat, ab h08pitio suo fere per dimidium anni amovit, nec ipsum filium 
BUnm in conspectu IUO venire permisit, quou.que dicto mini.tro de prae
dicta transgreBBione satisfecerat:' Abbreviatio Placitorum, annis 33, 34 
Edw. I, P.257. That Edward I attempted to train him for a life of 
bUBineBB is clear from the great roll, still extant, which contains hi. letter. 
during the thirty-third year of his father's reign. See the 9th report of the 
Deputy Keeper of the Records, App. ii. p. '46. In one of the.e he speaks 
of hi. father's severity, and begs to be allowed to have Gilhert of Clare and 
Perot de Gaveston to cheer him in his solitude (Aug. 4, 13°5); p. 248. 

J It has been thought that Edward showed much filial duty in paying 
his father'. debts to the amount of £I18,ooo, and that possibly the economy 
which he attempted to practise may have created some of the enmities 
nnder which he perished. I do not think that Edward's economies were at 
any period of hi. reign voluntary, or that the payment of hi. father'. debts 
was more than the ordinary mechanism of the government would as a 
matter of course provide for. See Mr. Bond's article on Edward's financial 
operations in vol. 28 of the Arch ... ologia. That he was a clever man with 
a profound design of making himself absolute, as some other writers have 
imagined, seems to be a mere paradox. I have endeavoured to look at the 
reign as it appears in contemporary records and in its results, rather than 
as an exemplification of royal character. 

• Ann. Lanercost, p. '09· 
• • Come Ie tree noble prince, sire Edward, qni estoit n'adgueres roi 

d'EngIeterre, soit aDieu comande, e n08tre seignur sire Edward, son fiuz 
et oon heir, soit ja roi d'Engleterre par descente de heritage,' &0.; Pari. 
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the day following his father's death; and, as soon as· he had 
received the great seal from his father's chancellor, he began to 
exercise without further ceremony all the rights of sovereignty. 

Parliament Asking he summoned, on the 26th of August, the Three Estates 
at North· 
ampton, to meet in full session at Northampton on the 13th of October, 
Oct. %3, %3

0
7. there to deliberate on the burial of his father and on his own 

Grant of 
money, 
Oct. %307. 

His 
marriage. 
Jan. %3oS, 

and 
ooronation, 
Feb. l3oS. 

marriage and coronation 1. The assembly granted an aid for 
these purposes, the clergy giving a fifteenth of both spirituals 
and temporals according to the taxa.tion of pope Nicolas, and 
the towns and the ancient demesne a. fifteenth, the magnates 
and the counties a twentieth, of moveables 2. From Northamp
ton he went on to Westminster, where he buried his father on 
the 27th of October; and thence, after Christmas, to Dover on 
his way to France. At Dover, on January 18, he issued writs 
fixing the 18th of February for the coronation, and inviting the 
magnates to attend; at the same time he ordered the sheriffs 
to send up fmm the towns and cities such persons as might 
seem fit to be witnesses of the ceremony!. On the 25th of 
January, 1308, at Boulogne, he married Isabella, daughter of 
Philip tile Fair, having the day before done hom~ge to her 
father for the provinces of Aquitaine and Ponthieu. The coro
nation took place on the 25th of February, a week la.ter than 
the da.y fixed; the bishop of Winchester performed the cere
Dl()nies of anointing and crowning,as deputy for Winch elsey, for 
whose restoration Edward had already applied to the Pope '. 

Writs, II. ii. 3; Foed. ii. I. • Successit ••• non tam jure hereditario 
quam unanimi assensu procerum at magnatum;' Walsingha.m, i. 119. 
At'chbishop Sudbury spoke of Richard II as succeeding, • nemye par election 
ne par autre tielle collaterale voie, einz par moite succession de heritage :' 
Rot. ParI. iii. 3. . 

1 ParI. Writs, II. i. I. There were three subjects of discussion, the burial, 
the aid, and the question of the currency of the late king's coinage, whir.h 
was enforced under penalties; Cont. Trivet, p. 3: ParI Writs, II. ii. 8. 
The proclamation was repeated in 1309; Foed. ii. 84; and 1310, p. II4. 

• ParI. Writs, II. i. 14r J 5; Rot. ParI. i. 443; Wals. i. 120. 
B ParI. Writs, II. i. p. 11. The invitation was accepted; 'burgenses 

singularum civitatum aderant;' MoD. Malmesb. (ed. Hearne), p. 98; 
ebron. Edw. ii. 157. See above, p. 334, note. 

• The pope proposed that Edward should be crowned by a cardinal, but 
on the king's reques.t commissioned the.archbishop of YorIt, and the bishops 
of Durham and London, to perform the ceremony. As soon however as 
Winche1sey was restored, he claimed the right, and, being too ill to attend 



XVI.] Coronation Oath. 331 

An elaborate record drawn up on the occasion contains the Chanil"" in 

form of the coronation oath taken by the new king 1. In this:l:: ~::.::.f 
we may perhaps trace the hand of Edward I, or at any rate ~~b. ~'308. 
the result of the discipline of the previous century 2. The 
ancient terms of the Promissio Regis had, it would seem, been 
long disused; for although Henry I had sworn to maintain 
peace, to forbid injustice, and to execute equity and mercy, as 
Ethelred had done before him, and although that ancient form 
was regarded by Bracton as the. proper coronation oath", 
Richard, John, and Henry TIl had materially varied the ex-
pression. These kings had sworn to 'observe peace, honour 
and reverence to God, the church, and the clergy, to administer 
right justice to the people, to abolish the evil laws and customs 
and to keep the good.' The new promises, four in number, are The king's 

more definite, and to some extent combine the terms of the ~~ 
more ancient forms. • Sire,' says the primate or his substitute, 
'will you grant and keep, aDd by your oath confirm, to the 
people of England; the laws and customs to them granted by 
the ancient kings of England your righte~us and godly prede-
cessors, and especially the laws, customs, and privileges granted 
to the clergy and people by the glorious king Saint Edward 
your predecessor 2' The king replies, 'I grant them and pro-
mise.' 'Sire, will you keep towards God and holy Church, 
and to clergy and people, peace and accord in God, entirely, 
after your power 2 ' ',I will keep them.' , Sire, will you cause 
to be done in all your judgments equal and right justice and 
discretion, in mercy and truth, to your power" 'I will so do.' 
'Sire, do you grant to hold and to keep the laws and righteous 
customs which the community of your realm shall have chosen " 

in person, commissioned the bishops of Winchester, Salisbury, and Chichester 
to represent him. Hence probably the delay of a week; Chron. Edw. i. 
260. Edward had applied for the archbishop's restoration on the 16th of 
December; Foed. ii. 23. 

1 Foed. ii. 32-36; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 10; Statutes, i. 168. 
• Carte in his MS. notes mentions the new form as the work of Stephen 

Langton, but he gives no authority for the statement, and, if it rests on 
his conjecture, it may safely be rejected. 

• Bracton, lib. iii. de Actionibus, c. 9. The early form. are given in 
vol. i. pp. 147, 304, 524; and a.bove, pp. 18, 108. 

, 'Quas vulgus elegerit,' 'lea quiels la oommunaute de vostre roiaume 



Coronation 
Oath. 

Historical ' 
importanoe 

, of the 
new form. 

332 [CHAP; 

and will you defend and strengthen them to the honour of God, 
to the utmost of your power l' ., I grant and promise.' Tlie 
increased stringency of the language may be due to the fact 
that since the accession of Henry II no formal charter, confirm
ing the ancient laws and customs, had been granted at the coro
nation, and that the mention of Saint Edward, as well as the 
recognition of the right of the people to choose their own laws, 
was intended to supply the place of such a charler. It is how
!lver, at the least, an interesting coincidence that these par
ticulars should first appear immediately after the consolidation 
of the constitution by Edward I, when for the first time it 
could be distinctly and truly affirmed that the community of 
the realm, the folk, or vull:,"1ls, that is the Three Estates, had 
won their way to a substantial exe;cise of their right. We read 
the oath. in connexion with the maxim of the one king, that 
• that which touches all shall be approved of all,' and with the 
constitutional law enunciated a few years later by the other, 
that 'matters to be established for the estate of our lord and 
king and of his heirs, and for the estate of .the realm and of the 
people, shall be treated, accorded and established in Parliaments 
by our lord the king and by the assent of the prelates, earls, 
and barons, and the commonalty of the realm, according as hath 
been heretofore accustomed 1.' It is not unimportant to observe 
that Edward II took the oath, not in Latin but in the French 
form provided for the case,' , si rex non fuerit litteratus j' he was 
indeed the 'rex iIlitteratus,' whom his ancestor Fulk the Good 
had declared to be no better than a crowned ass'i. 

aura esleu;' Foed. ii. 36. On the dispute as to the meaning of elegerit, 
which Brady maintained to be equivalent to' have already chosen,' whilst 
Prynne appealed to grammar, record, and history as proving it to mean 
, shall choose;' Bee Prynne, Sovereign Power of Parliament, part ii. p. 67 ; 
and Brady, in his glossary, s. v. Elegerit; Taylor, Glory of Regality, pp. 
337 sq. • 

1 Above, p. 258• 
• That Latin was becoming a rare accomplishment at court appears from 

the story of Lewis de Beaumont, bishop of Durham, who, when making 
profession of obedience on his conRecra.tion, stumbled over the word metro
politicae; after taking a. long breath a.nd having fa.iled to pronounce it, he 
sa.id • seyt pur dite,' a.nd went on. On another occasion, when conferring 
holy orders a.nd failing to make out the words' in aenigmate' (I Cor. xiii. 
12), he said aloud, • Pa.r 8eynt Lewis, il ne fu pas curtays qni cast parole icy 
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Whether new or not, the final words of the oath at once Council 

caught the attention of the baronage. A great couucil of the ':~hf;~ 
magnates had been called for the 3rd of March', .to consult on 1308, 

the state o~ the chnrch, the welfare of the cro.wn, and the peace 
of the land, in other words, to consider whether the policy of the 
late king should be prosecuted. After the coronation, on the The king 

day appointed, or possibl! in an:icipa.tion of it, Edward, thr~ug.h cE to 

the Earl of Lancaster, his cousm, and Hugh Ie Despenser, lDh- ' 
mated to the lords his willingness to proceed to business'. The 
message was hailed as a good omen. Henry deLacy, Earl of 
Lincoln, the closest counsellor of Edward I, after blessing God 
for the happy beginning of the new reign, expressed a wish that 
the king should confirm by writ the promise to ratify whatever 
the nation should determine: Two only of' the barons refused 
to join in the premature congratulation; and these, strarige to 
say, were the king's envoys, the two men who perhaps knew 
him best. Thomas of Lancaster arid Hugh Ie Despenser de-

eacrit j' Rist. Dunelm. Scr. p. uS. Yet the bailiff of every manor kept 
his accounts in Latin. 

I ParI. Writs, II. i. IS. To this council weTe called, by writs issued on 
the 19th of January, the. bishops, earls, fOrly·six baTons, and thirty-seven 
judges and counsellors. The inferior clergy were not summoned j the 
p1'8emun;entes clause is omitted in the writs to the bishops. It has been 
Bupposed that the commons were summoned, as there i. an impenect writ 
on the Close Roll addressed to the sheriff of Kent, and two writs fOT the 
expenses of the knights of Wiltshire. As however the clergy were not 
'summoned, as no returns for the commons are forlhcoming, and as the 
'BOfitary writ for expenses seems to have a very exceptional character, being 
applied for four years after the expenses were due, and then disputed by 
\he county (ParI. Writs, II. i. 56, 116), it is more probable that the writ 
of .ummon. w ... left impenect becau.e no such summons was really issued j 
and the writ of expenses may belong properly to the parliament of the year 
1309, at which the knights mentioned in it represented Wiltshire. Neither 
clergy nor commons were called to the adjourned council in April, and the 
amount of expenses aIlowed in the writ, £23, i. altogether out of propor
tion to the length of either session. 

• Hemingb. ii. 270, 371. The Annales Paulini mention Feb. 27 as a 
parliament day, and the day of the quarrel; Chron. Edw., i. 26. j the writs 
for the new .... embly were issued Mar. 10. Stow, Chron. p. 213. mentions 
five a1't;c!es or conditions laid by the barons before the king on this occa.
sion j if he would undertake (I) to confirm the ancient laws, (.) to give up 
the right of purveyance, (3) to reBume property alienated from the crown 
since his father'. death, (4) to dismi •• Gaveston and follow up the Scottish 
war, and (5) to do judgment and justice, and .uffer others to do the S8me, 

-then they would grant a twentieth. But there must be a confusion of 
what had taken place at NOrlhampton when the grant was made, and 
what had been done against the favourite at the coronation. 
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cIared that until the king's mind was known it was too soon to 
~~~f the rejoice. Their anticipation was justified. Edward knew that 

a storm wa.s rising, and postponed the council for five weeks. 
~:::.:~!!era 250. The occasion of the storm was the promotion of Piers 

Gaveston 1. This man, the son of a Gascon knight who had 
earned the gratitude of Edward I, had been brought up as the . 
foster-brother and play-fellow of Edward II, and exercised over 
the young king a most portentous and unwholesome influence. 
There is no aU:thority for regarding Gaveston as an intention
ally mischievous, {)r exceptionally vicious man; but he had 
gained over Edward the hold which a strong will can gain over 

. a weak one, and that hold he had determinedly used to his own 
advancement, entirely disregardinl5 the interest of his master. 

~= of He was brave and accomplished, but foolishly greedy, ambitious, 
and ostentatious, and devoid of prudence or foresight. The in
dignation with which his promotion was viewed was not caused, 
as might have been the case under Henry III, by any dread 

His banish
ment by 
Edward I. 
Feb. 130'1. 

that he would endanger the constitution, but simply by his 
extraordinary rise and his offensive personal behaviour. -In the 
late reign he had so far strained his influence with the prince 
as to induce him to demand for him the county of Ponthieu 2, 

the inheritance of queen Eleanor; and Edward I, indignant 
and apprehensive, had in the February before his .death, with 
the unanimous assent of the lords, sent Gaveston. out of the 
country, making both the prince and the favourite swear that 
without his command they would meet no more s. From this 
promise Edward II regarded himself as freed by his father's 
death; and, neither in this matter nor in the prosecution of the 
Scottish war, did he hold his father's wish as binding him, or 
his counsel as a. command. His first act was to recall Gaveston; 
within a month of his accession he had given him the earldom 

1 On the rise of Gaveston, see M. MaJmesb. pp. 109 sq.; Chron. Edw., ii. 
161; Hemingb. ii. 271 sq. . 

Hemingb. ii. 272. 
• On the 26th of February, 1307, at Lanercost, the king ordered that 

Gaveston should leave England in three weeks from the 11th of April; and 
Gaveston and the prince swore obedience; Foed. i. 1010. The witnesses, 
the earls of Lincoln and Hereford, Ralph Monthermer, and Bishop Antony 
Bek, were also swom to enforce it; Cont. Trivet, p. 2. . 



XIV.] PierI Gaveaton. 335 
of Cornwall 1, with its appurtenant honours, as held by Earl HisrecaJIand 

Edmund Bon of the kiDg of the Romans, and reserved by r::.~~:· 
Edward I as a provision for one of his younger sons. At 
Gaveston's instigation he had removed his father's ministers, 
the chancellor, Ralph Baldock bishop of London, and the trea-
surer, Walter Langton bishop of Coventry', the latter of whom 
he imprisoned, probably as Gaveston's enemy; he had given 
him in marriage Margaret, the sister of the young earl of Glou· 
cester and his own niece s; he had made him regent during his 
own visit to France', and had allowed him to carry the crown 
at the coronation. Report further declared that he had be- Rumours ot 

stowed on him a large portion of the late king's treasure, his avarice. 

especially .£32,000 reserved ~or the crusade, and that Gaveston, 
expectiog but a short career. in England, had sent great sums 
to his kinsfolk in France '. The murmurs had long been grow-
ing louder: it was possibly owing to this cause that the coro-
nation was deferred from the 18th to the 25th of February 8 ; 

I On the 6th of August, four days after Edward had got possession of the 
great seal, Gaveston reoeived the grant of the earldom of Cornwall; Foed. 
ii. a: it is attested by the earl of Lincoln, who had given his opinion in 
favour of the king's power to grant it (M. Malmesb. ed. Hearne, p. 96 ; 
Chron. Edw. ii. ISS), the earls of Lancaster, Warenne, Hereford, Arundel, 
and Richmond, and Aymer de Valence. 

• Walter Langton was removed from office August 2a, Walter Reynolds 
succeeding him; Dugd. Chr. Ser. p. 34: his l"nds were seized, Sept. 20: 
Food. ii. 7. See Hemingb. ii. 273. Ralph Baldock, bishop of London, 
surrendered the great seal on the and of August, and it appears soon after 
to have been given to John Langton, bishop of L'hichester. 

• The betrothal took place on Oct. 29: Cont. Trivet, p. 3: on the and 
of December at the tournament at Wallingford Gaveston offended the earls 
of Hereford, Warenne, and Arundel; M. Malmesb. (ed. Hearne), p. 97 ; 
Chr. Edw. ii. IS6. 

• Dec. 26; Foed. ii. 24; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 9: his powers were enlarged 
Jan. 18; Food. ii. 28 • 

• Hemingburgh mentions the seilure by Gaveston of £so,ooo at the New 
Temple, belonging to Langton. and says that Edward gave him £100,000 
of his father's; ii. 277; Walsingham, i. IIS, 130. The table and trestles 
of gold taken from the Treasury were delivered to Amerigo Friscobaldi, to 
be carried to Gascony; Leland, Coil. ii. 473. It would appear that the 
jewels taken from Gaveston, and restored in ~3U ~ t~e king, wer~ the 
royal treasure of jewels; some of them may be Identified In the older list of 
the jewels of Henry III; Leland, ColI. iv. 171. . 

• See Walsingham, i. 121, where it is stated that on tha~ day' quo rex 
debebat coronari' the lords desired the banishment of G&veston, and pro
posed to hinder the coronation. As late as Feb. 9 the day originally fixed 
was nnaltered; bu~ it is perhaps on the whole more probable ~hat the 
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and it was, no doubt, in anticipation of an attack, that Edward 
H. fa postponed the council. When the assembly met on the 28th of 
=..~"'! April \ Gaveston was the chief subject of discussion, and, as the 
)lay 18, 1308. It h' b . h t d k . I 

GaVeDton 
go<B to 
Ireland, 
1308• 

resu , IS ams men was ma e nown In etters patent of the 
18th of },Iay 2: the prelates, earls, and barons had counselled it, 
the king had granted it, and promised that he would not frus
trate the execution of the order. A month later, having con
soled himself in the meantime by increased gifts to Gaveston·, 
and having entreated the interposition of the pope and the king 
of France in his favour', he made him regent of Ireland. Be
fore the end of the year he was scheming for a recall .• 

Deprived of his friend, Edward showed himself singularly 
careless or incapable of governing. His father's counsellors 

Cha ..... ter had been discarded or had left him in disgust. His cousin, 
and position • 
of Thomas earl Thomas of Lancaster, the most powerful man In England, 
~~ter had been personally insulted by the favourite,· and the insult 

had served to stimulate an ambition already too willing to 
grasp at an occasion of aggression. Earl Thomas was the son 
of. E,dmund, the second son of Henry III and titular king of 

postponement was the result of a difficulty as to who should crown the 
ki . . 
~e writs were issued on March 10; the clergy and commons were not 

Bummon~d; ParI. Writs, II, t 20. 
• The earls met at the New Temple, and drew up the ordinance of exile, 

on that day; Gaveston was to quit the kingdom on the 25th of June; 
Cont. Trivet, pp. 4, 5; Foed. ii. 44; Hemingb. ii. 274. The archbishop, 
who returned home in April, and the other bishop., undertook to excom
municate him and his abettors if he did not obey; Cont. Trivet, p. 5 ; 
Foed. ii. 59; M. Malmesb. p. 100; Chr. Edw. ii. 159. Only Hugh Ie 
Despenser favoured the offender; Gloucester was neutral: Lincoln, who 
had hitherto befriended him, was embittered against him, • non ex vitio 
comitis sed ex ingratitudine ipsius Petri ;' ibid. The Chronicle 'of Laner
cost mentions among Gaveston's partisans besides Hugh Ie Despenser, 
Nicholas Segrave the marshAl, William Berford and William luge, the 
latter two being lawyers and afterwards chief justices. 

• Foed. it 48 ; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 14. 
• On the 16th of June Edward appointed him lieutenant of Ireland: 

ParI. Writs, II. ii. 15; and the same day asked the pope to annul the sen
tence of excommunicat.ion; Foed. ii. 50. Clement V, on the nth "f 
August, wrote him a letter of good advice, urging him to peace, but saying 
nothing about Gaveston; ibid. p. 54; on the 21St of May, 1309. the pope -
absolved the king from all sins committed during the past wars, but stated 
that be did not intend to do so again; Foed. ii. 7+ On the 13th of April, 
1309, Edward applied to one of the cardinals to intercede with the king of 
France in Gaveston's favour j Foed. ii. 71. 
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Sicily, by Blanche of Artois queen dowager of Navarre 1. 

Cousin to the king, uncle to the queen, high steward of Eng- His 

land, possessor of the earldoms of Lancaster, Leicester, and ea.rldoma. 

Derby, he stood at the head of a body of vassals who, under 
Montfort and the Ferrers, had long been in opposition to the 
crown. He was married to the heiress of Henry de Lacy, earl 
of Lincoln and Salisbury. A strong, unscrupulous, coarse, and 
violent man, he was devoid of political foresight, incapable of 
patriotic self-sacrifice, and unable to use power when it fell into 
his hands. His cruel death and the later development of the 
Lancastrian power, by a sort of reflex action, exalted him into & 

patriot, a martyr, and a saint. He was by birth, wealth, and 
inclination fitted to be & leader of opposition, Discontented, he 
made no secret of his feelings, and became the centre of general 
discontent. He was unappeased by the banishment of Gaveston; 
he regaraed with contempt the new policy towards Scotland, by 
which Edward II was losing all that his father had won at so 
great a cost. The state of England under his frown was threat-
ening. Already proposals were mooted for drawing up new Rising dis· 

ordinances for the governptent of the kingdom. Edward found ~~:,. 
it necessary to forbid tournaments, which served as a pretext for 13

08
• 

the meetings of the malcontents, and even to prohibit the lords 
from attending in arms' at the October meeting of the baronage 
which was called to complete the business left unfinished in the 
earlier sessions. 

Such was the state of affairs at the close of the year 1308. Want of 

No legislation had been begun; no supplies granted, no general money. 

assembly of the estates called since October 1307. Money was 
raised by negotiation with the Italian bankers, especially the 
Friscobaldi, who had been appointed to collect the new customs, 
by which foreign merchants had obtained th~ir charter of privi-
leg~s from Edward I·, but which were regarded by the nation 

1 They were married in 1275; Ann. Wykes, p. 267. Earl Thomas was 
about seven years older than the king. 

I Foed. ii. 59; ParI. Writs, II. i. 23. The king (Aug. 16) called a 
• parliament ' of the magnates at Westminster for Oct. Z(H ParI. Writs, 
II. i. 22. 

• See above, p. 16+. The Friscobaldi had been appointed by Edward I 
VOL. II. Z 
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Parlia~ent as contrary to the Great Charter, and therefore illegal. On the 
ofApril,13"9' A '1 E d 27th of prt, 1309, dwar was compelled to face the full 

parliament of clergy, lords, and commons; the first of the 
three estates being again under the guidance of Archbishop 
Winchelsey 1. ' 

~~cl'::' The session was held at Westminster, and it was the most 
p~ted to important parliament since that of Lincoln in 1301 •. To the 
the king, k' , I!' h . db 
April,13"9· mg s request lor money t e lay estates replie y a promise of 

a twenty-fifth, but the promise was accompanied by a schedule 
of eleven articles of redress 2, which the king was required to 
answer in the next parliament. These articles, like those of 
Lincoln in 1301, were presented in the name of the whole com
munity, not of the co=ons 'separately, but they must have been 
dictated chiefly by regard to the interest of the third estate. 
They complain of (I) the abuses of purVeyance, the pl'ises of 
corn, malt, meat, poultry, and fish taken by the king's servants; 
(2) the imposts on wine, cloth, and merchandise, two shillings 

. on the tun, two shillings on the piece of foreign cloth, and three 
pence in the pound sterling on other articles of avoirdupois, 
belonging to alien merchants s; (3) the uncertainty in the 
value of the coinage, which sellers d~preciated one half, not
withstanding the ordinance which provided that it should pass 
at its nominal value'; (4 and 5) the usurped jurisdiction of 
the royal stewards and marshals; (6) the want of machinery 
for receiving and securing attention to petitions addressed to 
the king in parliament; (7) the exactions taken at fairs; (8) 
the delay of justiee caused by the granting of writs of pro
tection; (9) the sale of pardons to criminals; (10) the illegal 
to receive both customs from' April 1,1304; Madox, Rist. Exch. p. 730; 
:Bond, Archreol. xxviii. pp. a#. 293. . 

1 A council of magnates was c..ued Jan. 8, to meet Feb. 23; in conse
quence of the deliberations of this body, on the 4th of March, writs were 
issued for an assembly of the three estates on April 27. The parliament 
sat until May 13, on which day the knights bad their writs of expenses j 
ParI. Writs, II. i. as, a6, 35. 

• The articles with the answers will be found in the Rolls of Parliament, 
vol. i. pp. 443-445: Hallam, M. A. iii. 40 

• These were among the new customs taken by Edward I by consent of 
the merchants; see above, p. 164; and declared by the Ordainers in I3II 
to be illegal. 

• Above, p. 330, Do I. 
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jurisdiction of the constables of the royal castles in common 
pleas; and (II) the tyranny of the king's escheators, who, 
under pretence of inquest of office, ousted men from lands held 
by a good title. All these points were chiefly interesting to the Import&nOE' 

commons j they betray not only an irritable state of public ::!.,:ion. 
feeling, but an absence of proper control over the kings ser-
vants, and an inclination to ascribe the distresses of the people 
to the mismanagement of the court. The petition, taken in con~ 
junction with the Bill of twelve articles presented at Lincoln, 
IUarks a step in the progress ofthe commons. On this occasion 
as on that, the third estate attempted the initiation of action in 
parliament: it does not amount to an initiation of legislation, 
for most of the grievances stated were contrary to the letter of 
the existing law. There is no reason to, suppose that the 
schedule was presented in a humble or conciliatory spirit, for 
the king's proposal that he should be allowed to recall Gaveston 
was summarily rejected. 

What negotiations for a clerical grant were set on foot there PaPal grant 

is nothing to show. The pope however, with or without the of money. 

acquiescence of the clergy, granted a tenth for three years from. 
the ecclesiastical estate; and no formal vote in parliament was 
required. It is not improbable that one of the reasons for this 
act of complaisance was the need of the king's help for the sup-
pression of the Templars which was now proceeding. Possibly 
the papal interference (on behalf of Gaveston was bought by 
a like concession I, 

Notwithstanding the refusal to recallS the favourite, he 

1 In August, 1307, Clement V had granted a tenth for two years for the 
Crusade; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 288. The grant for three years was made early 
in 1309: it is referred to by the king, August 29,1309, who agree. that the 
pope shall keep a quarter of it for himself; Foed. ii. 87. The liability of 
the clergy to pay this tenth is mentioned August 26 (ParI. Writ., I. i. 39). 
&8 a reason for exempting them from the twenty-fifth: and it was collected 
under writ. from the king. Dec. 10, J 309, and June 18,1310; Carte, MS. ; 
Wake, State of the Church, p. 250. The most likely conclusion is that the 
lubject was broached in parliament, and that the clergy made the promise 
conditional on the papal consent. 

• Hemingb. ii. 275; Mon. Malme.b. p. 102; Cbron. Edw. ii. 161. 
Edward write. to thank the pope for absolving Gaveston, and begs him 
further to release him from the promise he had made to satisfy the claims 
of the church, Sept. 4, 1309; Foed. ii. 88. . 

Z 2 
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returned to England in July, absolved by apostolic authority: 
the king met him at Chester. On the 27th of July the king, 
at Stamford, in an assembly of the barons, which was regarded 
as representing the April parliament, gave a favourable answer 
to the petition 1; a statute on purveyance was issued; the 
illegal exactions were at once suspended, that the king might 
ascertain whether the relief affected the prices of goods; and 
the order for collecting the twenty-fifth was issued. The tide 
seemed suddenly to have turned, the earl of Gloucester had been 
drawn in to advocate the cause of his brother-in-law, and by his 
mediation a consent was obtained from a considerable part of 
the baronage to Gaveston's recalls. The earls of Lincoln and 
Warenne now took his part. Lancaster was neutral or silent; 

Lancaster only the Earl of Warwick remained implacable. But before 
takes oft"enoo. 
oct. "309. October, Gaveston, by his imprudence and arrogance, haa. 

turned Lancaster against him. The great earl refused to 
attend a council called by the king on the 18th of October 
at York I, and the earls of Lincoln, Warwick, Oxford, and 
Arundel' joined in the refusal. In December the king had to 

.forbid the publication of false rumours, and unauthorised gather-
Council ings of armed men '. The discussion of the great grievance 
summoned. 

was thus delayed until the following year, when Edward called 
the bishops and barons to meet on the 8th of February, at 
Westminster 5. After some demur the opposing parties came 

1 See Foed. ii. 84; ParI. Writs, II. i. 37; the writs were issued June 
I I; the clergy and commons were not summoned. A formal remonstrance 
to the Pope was drawn up on the 6th of August:. Ann. Lond. p. 161. The 
writ for enforcing the law of 1300 on purveyance, called the Statute of 
Stamford, was issued Aug. 20; Statutes, i. 156. The exactions on wines, 
cloth, and merchandise belonging to aliens were suspended Aug. 20; ParI. 
Writs, II. ii. 22 ; and the writs for collecting the twenty-fifth were issued on 
Aug. 26; ibid. i. 38; but as the articles were not observed. the collection 
was stoppect, Dec. 10; ibid. i. 41; and not renewed until after the election 
of the Ordainers, April I, 1310; ibid. i. 43. On the 2nd of August, 1310, 
the collection of the new customs was resumed, on the ground that the 
abolition of them had not reduced prices; ibid. ii. 30. .Cf. Rot. ParI. i. 
444.445· 

» Edward had done all he could to purchase support, f paterna et patriae 
fretuB cautela; blandiuntur emm Anglici cum vi~es oneri sufficere non 
vident;' M. Malmesb. p. 101; Chr. Edw. ii. 160; cf. Hemingb. ii. 275. 

• Hemingb. ii. 375. 
, Foed. ii. 101, 102. 
I The writs of summons • de summomtione parliamenti,' for a parliament , 
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together early in' March: but the king had made his prepara- Council in 

tions as if he expected a tournament rather than a council. Marob, '3
1
0-

The earls of Lancaster, Hereford, Pembroke, and Warwick were 
forbidden to appear in ar!Ds; the earls of Gloucester, Lincoln, 
Warenne, and Richmond were appointed to enforce order 1. 

Nevertheless, the barons presented themselves in full military 
array, and Edward found that he must surrender at discretion. 
His affairs were in much the same state as his grandfather's 
had been in the parliament of 1258, and the opposition took for 
their programme of reform the scheme adopted by the barons in 
that year. 

251. The idea of intrusting the government to a commission Propositions 

f Ii hd b h 
. ' . of Roform. 

o re orm a heen roae ed, 1f we may trust the annalists, as 
early as the council of 1308 I, when a joint committee of bishops 
and barons had been nominated to execute some articles of 
redress. This measure however, if ever it was attempted, had 
been frustrated or lost sight of. The council now assembled 
proceeded at once to renew the 'struggle for supremacy which 
in the previous century had for the time been decided by the 
battle of Evesham. 

This assembly was strictly a council of the magn· ates; the Composition 
. d~ 

bishops, the earls, and a large number of barons were sum- council 

moned, but neither the commons nor the inferior clergy. The 
lords proceeded with a high hand. They presented a petition S ~.~.!:i~n of 

.w. ... vu., 1310. 

in which they represented the dangers, impoverishment, losses 
and dishonour of the existing state of things; there was' no 
money left for defence, ·although they had granted a twentieth 
for the war; and the king was' maintaining his household and 
living by prises and purveyance contrary to the great charter, 
although by their gift of a twenty-fifth they had purchased 

to be held at York on Feb. 8, were issued Oct. 26; the clergy and com
mon. were not summoned; ParI. Writ., II. i. 40; and the place of meeting, 
W&B changed from Yor~ to Weotmin.ter, Dec. I2; ibid.i.41. Eighty-four 
barons received the fir.t SUmmOllB, sixty-eight the second. 

1 Foed. ii. 103; ParI. Write, II. ii. 26 . 
• Trokelowe (ed. Riley); pp. 66, 67; but the account is confused, and 

possibly.should be referred to 1310. Cf. Walsingham, i. 123, and Stow in 
hi. Chronicle (ed. 1615), p. 213 . 

• • Ceo est la Petition de. Prelat., Contes et Barons;' Liber Custumarum, 
ed. Riley, pp. 198, 199; Chron. Edw. i. 168. 
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exemption from such extortion; of the crowns which his father 
had left him, that of Scotland was lost altogether, and both in 
England and in Ireland thE!' crown was 'grossly· dismembered' 
without the assent of the baronage and without occasion; they 
therefore prayed for his assent that these evils might be re
moved and redressed by ordinance of the baronage. Edward, 
willing to consent to anything that might save Gaveston, gave 
his formal assent, by letters patent of t,he 16th of March \ to 
the election of a commission by which his own authority was 

~i~;'on to be superseded until Michaelmas 131 I. On the 20th of 
Ordain..... l'lfarch the barons made their election. Even on this point the 
Mar. 20, 1310- eli 

Persons 
chosen. 

procee ngs of 1258 served as a precedent. The commons had 
no sbare in the matter: the bishops elected two earls, the earls 
two bishops; these foUr elected two barons; and the six 
electors added by cooptation fifteen others 9, the whole number 
being twenty-one. All were sworn to make such ordinances 
as should be 'to the honour and advantage of Holy Church, 
to the honour of the king, and to his advantage and that of 
his people, according to the oath which the king took at his 
coronation s: The action of tbe Ordainers WIlS thus made to 
connect itself directly with the constitutional obligation enunci
ated in the new form of·the coronation oath. 

The Ordainers took their oath on the 20th of March in the 
Painted Chamber; foremost among them was archbisbop Win
chelsey, who saw himself supported by six of his brethren. Of 
these only one, John Langton the chancellor, who had filled 
the same office under ,Edward I" was of much personal im-

1 The king's letter authorising the election is in Foed. ii. 105; Rot. 
ParI. i. 445 ; on the 17th the lords protested that the king and his heirs 
should not be prejudiced by the act; ParI. Writs,II. ii. 26; Rot. ParI. i. 443. 

• The monk of Ma.lmesbury mentions twelve as the number first fixed; 
p. 104; Chron. Edw. ii. 163; and so Hemingb. ii. 276; the king's consent 
is for the election of certeines persones; Foed. ii. 105. The details of the . 
election show that Hallam (Middle Ages"iii. 42) was mistaken in supposing 
that the commons co-operated. . 

• ParI. Writs, II. ii. 27. The imporlance of the coronation oath is 
specially insisted on; M. Ma.lmesb. p. 104; ehron. Edw. ii. 163. , 

• The others were Ralph Baldock, of London; Simon of Ghent, of Salis
bury; JobnSa.lmon, of Norwich ; David Martin, of St. David's; and John 
of Monmouth, of Llandaft'. Baldock had been, and 8a.lmon afterwards 
became, chancellor. 
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portance; none of the northern prelates were present, and no Tho 

bishop appointed during the present reign was chosen. The .?t~~~ 
two earls, elected by the bishops, were the heads of the two 
parties, Henry de Lacy the father-in-law of the earl or Lan-
caster, and Aymer de Valence Earl of Pembroke the king's 
cousin and minister; the six added by 'CDoptation were Lan-
caster, Hereford, Warwick and Arundel from the opposition, 
Gloucester and Richmond from the royal side: the six barons 
were Hugh de Vere, William Ie Mareschal 1, Robert Fitz Roger, 
Hugh de Courtenay, William Martin and .J obo Gray of W.ilton ; 
none of whom were as yet prominent partisans. 

Gaveston, anticipating misfortune, had left the court in Edwanlgoeo 

February. Edward, 88 soon as the council broke up, put to tho North. 

himself at the head of his army, and marched against the 
Scots, leaving the earl of Lincoln as regent I ; on whose death 
in February 1311 the earl of Gloucester was appointed in his 
place t. The chancellor, whom the king, without the consent 
of the Ordainers, appointed on the 6th of July, 1310, was 
bishop Reynolds, his old tutor', and he was succeeded as 
Treasurer by J.ohn Sandale afterwards bishop of Winchester. 
Etlward, having been rejoined by Gaveston at Berwick, re- ~v"l?n 
mained on the border until the following July, trying everyJOLDBhim. 
expedient to raise money 5. During this time England. was 
quiet, and the strife was not renewed until it became necessary 
to receive the report of· the Ordainers. On the 16th of June, 

I William Ie Marescha.l had served as ma.rsha.l at the coronation, but wa. 
superseded in 1308 by NicolB08 Segra.ve, with whom he wenttowar in I3JJ. 
It WB08 probably hi. dismiBSa.l that offended Lancaster in 1308; see M. 
Malmesb. p. 103; Cbr. Edw. ii. 163; and he may be considered as a strong 
adherent of the earl. William Martin was father to the second wife of 
Henry de Lacy; Cont. Trivet, p. 8; Courtenay WB08 brother-in-law to 
Hugh Ie Despenser, and was one of the council appointed in 1318. 

I Sept. I, 1310; Foed. ii. JJ6; ParI. Writs, ll. ii. 33. 
I March 4, 13u ; Foed. ii. 139; ParI. Writs, ll. ii. 34' • 
• Reynolds received the great sea.l July 6, 1310, from Adam of Osgodby, 

the keeper. Langton had retired on the lIth of May; Foss, Tab. Cur. 
~I~ . 

• April 14. the king wrote to .the archbishop ~ng ~i!" to obtain !,"?M 
the convocation a grant of I ad. 1D the mark of spmtua.llties; ParI. W nts, 
II. ii. 34; at the Same time he was borrowing largely both of the towns 
and individna.ls; ibid. ll. ii. 35, 36. The York clergy refused to make the 
grant; Wake, State, &c., 1'. 363; Reg. Pal. i. 6; Foed ii.132• 
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Parliament 1311, writs were issued for a parliament of the three estates, to 
of 1311. 

be held on the 8th of August at London 1. The king placed his 
friend in security at Bamborough, left Berwick at the end of 
July, and, after a pilgrimage to Canterbury, presented himself 
about the end of August to the assembly which had been some 
time waiting for him. The session, which was held at Black~ 
friars, lasted until the 9th of October s. 

The work The Ordainers had not loitered over their work. Six Ordi~ 
~0l'81n nances had been published and confirmed by the king as early 
Augost,S3'o. A t S B h .' . . d £ (.) h . as ugus 2, 1310. Y t ese prOVIsIon was ma e or I t e 

privileges of the Church, (ii) the maintenance of the peace, and 
(vi) the observance of the charters; (iii) no gifts were to be 
made by the king without the consent of the Ordainers j (iv) the 
customs were to be collected by native officers and to be paid 
into' the Exchequer, that the king might live of his own without 
·taking prises other than those anciently due and accustomed, 
and all others were to cease j and (v) the foreign merchants, 
who had. been employed to receive the customs since the 
beginning of the reign, were to be arrested and compelled to 

Additional give accounts of their receipts. The result- of the delibera
~~oes tions of the parliament was the issue of thirty-five additional 

articles conceived in the same spirit, but of a more stringent 
character·, 

Final form 
of the 
Ordinan .... 
Oct. '3"' 

The ordinances, as finally accepted, afford not only a clue 
to the abuses and offences by which Edward had provoked the 
hostility of men already prejudiced against him, put a valuable' 
illustration of the continuity of constitutional reform. It is clear 
from the first six that the royal demesnes had been diminished 

1 ParI. Writs, II. i. 37-39. Besides the clause praemvflientes in the 
writs to the bishops, the king addressed a letter to each of the archbishops, 
ordering them to enforce attendance. This practice, which now occurs for 
the first time, continues until the 14th year of Edward III ; Wake, State 
of the Church, p. 260. 

• The writs for expenses were iBBued, on the lIth of October; ParI. 
Writs, II. i. 55. 

• Foed. ii. II3; Rot. ParI. i. «6, «7. Hemingb. ii. 278, mentions a 
solemn excommunication, at St. Paul's, by the archbishop, on Nov. I, 

1310, of all who should binder the ordinances or reveal the secrets of the 
Ordainers. 

• The ordinances are printed among the Statutes of the Realm,i.IS7 sq.; 
Rot. Pari. i. pp. 381-286. . 
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and the national revenue diverted from its proper objects; The. 

that the king had made most imprudent alienations, and g~~: 
allowed grievous acts of dishonesty, yet he was living on 
money raised by prises and by purveyance. The royal favourite 
was the recipient of the forbidden gifts, possibly the contriver 
of the malversation. By the seventh article the gifts made 
since the issue of the commissio'n were revoked. Four articles 
(xx-xxiii) were devoted to the. perpetual banishment and fo~-
feiture of Gaveaton, as having misguided the king, turned 
away his heart from his people, and committed every sort of 
fraud and oppression; to the expulsion of the Friscobaldi, the 
king's foreign agents, the dismissal of Henry de BeaumonV, to 
whom Edward had given the Isle of Man, from the royal 
council, and the removal of his sister the lady de Vescy from 
court. If these clauses recall the expulsion of the Lusignan! 
in 1258 and the resumption of royal demeane in II55 and 1220, 

others as forcibly illustrate the permanent importance of the 
concessions made by John and Edward I. All the revenue 
(viii) is to be paid into the Exchequer. The abolition of 
(x) new prises, (xi) new customs-, (xviii, xix) new forest usur-
patious, and (xxxiii) infractions of the statute of merchants; 
the (xxxi, xxxviii) confirmation of charters and statutes; 
(xxiv, xxv) the restriction ~f the court of Exchequer to its 
proper business; the prohibition (xxviii, xxxii, xxxiv, xxxvii) 
of writs by which justice was delayed and criminals protected, 
(xxxv) of outlawry declared in counties where the accused has 
no lands, and !If (xii) interference with the church courls,-all 
these show that the legislation of the late reign had been 

I Henry de Beaumont was the son of Lewis of Brienne viscount 
of Beaumont in Maine, and grandson of John Brienne king of J eru
oaJem and emperor of Constantinople. His brother Lewis was after
wards bishop of Durham. See Anselme, Histoire G<!neaIogique, vi. 
137· 

• On October 9, 13I1, it was ordered that all prises taken since the 
coronation of Edward I should cease, except half a mark on the sack and 
300 woolfells, and a mark on the last of leather, which had been granted 
in 1375; ParI. Writs, II. i. 43. This was in consequence of the eleventh 
ordinance, which declares the Of1A'ta Mercatoria of Edward I (see above, 
p. 164) to have been issued without the consent of the baronage and con~ 
to Magna Carta. 
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Character imperfectly. enforced; and that even the gravamina of 1309 
of the 
Ordinanoea were not remedied by the king's perfunctory promises, But 
of oct. 13

11
• h d' 't d d d 'll Th ld t e or mances were m en e to cut eeper stl • e 0 

claim of the baronage to cORtrol ministerial appointments, first 
made in 1244, is now en~orced, All the great offices of state 
(xiii-xviii) in England, Ireland and Gascony are to be filled 
up by the king with the counsel and consent of the baronage, 
and (xxxix) their holders are to be bound by proper oaths in 
parliament. The kiI~g (x) is 'to live of his own,' (ix) is n~t to 
go to war, to summon forces or to quit the realm without the 
consent of the baronage in parliament. Parliaments (cix) are 
to be held once or twice every year, and in these pleas are to 
be heard and decided; and (xl) proper persons are to be named 
to hear complaints against the king's officers. The jurisdic
tions of the marshal, and the coroner within the verge of the 
court (xxvii, xxviii), are restricted; and the king is forbidden 
(xxx) to alter the coinage without consulting parliament, The 
act as a whole is a summary of old grievances and, in all 
respects but one, of new principles of government by restraint 
of the ·royal power. It is not, however, as regards the main 
feature of constitutional interest, in advance of the Provisions 
of Oxford; the privileges asserted for the nation are to be 
exercised by the baronage; the agency of the third estate is 
nowhere referred to, unless the very loose expression' in parlia
ment' be understood to allow to the commons the privilege of 
wit,nessing the acts of the magnates. And in this respect it 
would appear that the leaders of opposition were behind rather 
than before their time. No constitutional settlement could be 
permanent which did not provide for the action of the com
mons, and the neglect of that consideration actually furnished 
the plea for the reversal of the O~dinances by the hands of the 
Despensers. 

The longest articles, and those perhaps to which the greatest 
importance was attached, were those directed against Gaveston 
and the other favourites. 

The king, after a humble entreaty that his 'brother Piers' 
might be forgiven, was obliged by the urgent appeal of his 
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council to yield I; On the 27th of September the completed The king 

, ordinances were published in S. Paul's Churchyard; on the t":d?r!:,,~. 
30th the king's assent was declared at S. Paul's Cross by Hugh oct. '3"· 
Ie Despenser, the earl of Gloucester, Sir Henry Percy and other 
lords of the council'. On the 5th of October the new statutes 
were reduced to the form of letters patent; they were sent to 
the sheriffs for publication on the loth and lIth; the king on 
the latter day went away to Windsor and new officers were 
appointed in the chancery and treasury s. The parliament had 
been prorogued until the 12th Qf November and was again 
c,aUed for February 12, 13I2; but nothing was done" although 
the three estates were duly summoned to both. Edward, no 
doubt, regarded himself as absolved from the obligation to 
observe the ordinances by the compulsion under' which he 
acted I. In January, 1312, he returned to the north. No 
sooner had he reached York 8 than he set aside the ordinance Edward 

touching Gaveston, recalled him to his side, and restored his =too, 
forfeited estates. This was regarded by the hostile barons as Jan. '3'2. 

a declaration of war. Archbishop Winchelsey excommunicated 
the favourite and his abettors '. Thomas of Lancaster, with 
his four confederate earls, took up arms, advanced northwards 
and, after very nearly capturing Gaveston at Newcastle, besieged 

1 See A. Murimuth (ed. Hog), p. 14; M. Malmesb. p. 113; Chr. Edw. 
ii. 70. 

I Liber de Antt. Legg. pp. 251, 252. 
• Statutes, i. 163: tbey were sent to the sheriffs on the loth; Foed. ii. 

146. On the 23rd, Walter of Norwioh was made lieutenant ofthetreasury, 
and Adam of Osgodby became keeper of the seal, Dec. 10. 

• The commons were summoned for the 12th and the clergy for the 18th 
of November; ParI. Writs, II. i. 58; the same members were to attend. 
The clergy took offence at the shortness of the notice, and the king pro
longed the time for them to Dec. 2. The knights were in attendance from 
Nov. 13 to Dec. 18; ibid. p. 67. For the February session all the estates 
wers summoned on the 19th of December; but warned on January 10 not 
to attend. 

• He complained that he was treated like an idiot, 'sicut providetur 
fatuo, totius domus suaa ordinatio ex alieno dependeret arbitrio;' M. 
Malmesb. p. II 7; Chr. Edw. ii. 174· . 

• Jan. IS, 1312, the king anuounces that Gaveston has returned to him 
and is ready to account for all his acts; Foed. ii. 153; on t~e loth and 
24th of February the king restores his estates; p. 157. Cf. Lib. de.4ntt. 
Lep,. p. 252. 

M. Malmesb. p. lIS; Chr. Edw. ii. ISO; A. Munm.!? 17· 
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Capture and him in Scarborough castle. On the 19th of May he was obliged 
death of the • 
favourite, to capltulate, and under safe-eonduct of the earl of Pembroke 
June, '3'2. proceeded towards Wallingford, there to wait for the meeting of 

parliament in August. On his way he was carried off by the 
earl of Warwick, and withou~ pretence of trial was beheaded in 
the presence ·of earl Thomas of Lancaster, on Blacklow Hill on 
the 19th of June 1. 

Important The blood of Gaveston, thus illegally, if not unrighteously, 
results of 
this crime. shed, was the first drop of the deluge which within a century 

and a half carried away nearly all the ancient baronage and 
a great proportion of the royal race of England. Edward's 
revenge for his friend mingled the blood of Lancaster with the 
rising stream. The feuds of this reign were the source and the 

. example of the internecine struggle under Richard II, and of all 
that followed until the battle of Bosworth field and the practical 
despotism of the Tudors exhausted the force of the impulse and 
left no more noble blood to shed. 

Negotiations The immediate results, however, of this violent act were not 
for peace; . 
'3",'313. startling. Edward was too weak to bring the offenders to 

justice; the earls were perhaps shocked at their own boldness, 
and had not yet conceived the idea of deposing the king. He 
was left under the influence of the earl·of Pembroke, who never 
forgave the injury done him by the earls in seizing the prisoner 
who was trusting to his honour, and of Hugh Ie Despenser, 
who had as yet no personal quarrel with the enemies of 

!dediation Gaveston. The pope and the ~ing of France a sent envoys to 
18 favour of di b t h . h I f Gl . d peace. me ate e ween t e parties; t e ear 0 oucester tne to 

make peace; the bishops also threw themselves between the 
threatening hosts, and civil war was averted. After a long 
negotiation carried on Under a series of letters of safe-conduct, 
and a long discussion in parliament which sat from Septem-

1 Lancaster, Hereford, and Warwick were present, according to the· 
Continuator of Trivet, p. 9. The monk of Malmesbury says that the 
earl of Warwick stayed in his own castle, the others followed afar off 
• to see the end;' p. 123; Chr. Edw. ii. 180; cf. Lib. de Antt. Legg. 
P·245· 

• The papal envoys were the Cardinal of S. Prisca, Count Lewis of 
EV1'eux, and the bishop of Poictiers; ll'oed. ii. 180. 
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ber 30 to December 16, 13IZ I, peace was proclaimed I; but P .... mad. 

another year passed before the earls 'were admitted to pardon. ~,~ecomber, 
During this time the parliament, although duly summoned, 
granted no money; the king was obliged to borrow from every 
accessible quarter;. the bishops, the merchants, even the pope, 

. became his creditors. WaIter Langton, the old enemy of Gave
ston, had made his peace and resumed his office as treasurer S 

in March, 1312, in spite of the opposition of Winchelsey and 
the ordainers. It was probably under his advice that the 
royal council, in December, 1312, issued orders for & tallage', 
which the great towns, especially London and Bristol, resisted. 
The country was kept in alarm by constant proclamations and Continued 

prohibitions of tournaments. The earls were forbidden to alarm, '3 ' 3' 

I On the 3rd of June the king summoned the three estates to meet at 
Lincoln on thel3rd of July; ParI. Writs, II. i. 72; on the Sth of July.the 
parliament was postponed to August 20, at Westminster; ibid. p. 74; the 
oommons were dismissed on the 2Sth, to meet Sept. 30; ibid. ii. 53; the 
writs of expensel were issued Dec. 16; ibid. i. 79. 

• The royal commissioners were the earl of Pembroke, Hugh Ie Despenser, 
and Nicolas Segrave; Foed. ii. '91; Chr. Edw. i. 221. The peace was 
proclaimed Dec. u; ibid. p. 192. The king gave a receipt for Gaveston's 
jewels, which had been taken at Newcastle, on the 27th of February; 
ibid. p. 203. 

• Langton had restitution of his temporalities, Oct. 3, I30S; Foed. ii. 
58; but he did not get possession until Jan. 23, 1312; ibid. 154; and 
continued in prison. On July 1, 1311, he was removed from the king's 
prilon at York to the archbishop's; ibid. 13S. On the 24th of January, 
'312, at York, the king wrote to the pope in his favour; ibid. p. 154; on 
the 14th March he w .... made treasurer; ibid. 159. On the 3rd of April 
the ordainers turned him out of the Exchequer and the archbishop excom
municated him for accepting office contrary to the ordinances; he appealed 
to Rome in June, 1312; A. Murimuth, p. )S. The king had urged him to 
defy the threat, April'3; Foed. ii. 164; and wrote to the pope to absolve 
him, May 1 ; ibid. p. 167. After his expulsion from the treasury, Walter 
of Norwich in May and John Sandale in October acted as lieutenants there. 
Sandale became treasurer before December. 

• ParI. Writs, II. ii. 59; Rot. ParI. i. 449. The amount was a fifteenth 
of moveables, and a tenth of rents. The quarrels which arose in London 
and Bristol in consequence are described in the ParI. Writs, II. ii. S4; cf. 
Cont. Trivet, pp. II, 18; M. Malmesb. p. 167; Chr. Edw. ii. 219; Foed. 
ii. 210. Lord Badlesmere, as warden of the castle of Bristol, earned great 
nnpopularity in the struggle. Edward and Isabella went to France, May 
23,1313. to the coronation of the king of Navarre, leaving John Drokens .. 
ford, bishop of Bath, as regent; Cont. Trivet, p. 10; M. Malmeab. P·.134; 
Chr. Edw. ii. 190, 191. The latter writer states that Gloucester w,as 
regent. Drokensford, Reynolds, Gloucester, and Richmond were commlS
DOned to open parliament; Foed. ii. 220. The king returned on the 16th 
of July; ibid. p. 232. 
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move about the country in arms, and refused to attend the 
councils at which the king was present. Parliament met twice 
or three times in the spring and summer of 13 I 3, but with no 
results. However, this phase of the struggle ended on the 
16th of October, 1313 1, when the par~on 2, a general amnesty for 
all offences committed since the king's marriage, was publicly 
granted to the earls of Lancaster, Hereford, Warenne, and' 
Warwick, with four hundred and sixty-nine 8 minor offenders, 
of whom the vast majority were men of the northern counties. 
The parliament that witnessed the pacification was prevailed 
upon to grant supplies, a fifteenth from cities and boroughs, 
and a twentieth from the lands of the barons and the counties '. 
The clergy, in their provincial councils the same year, granted 
four pence in the mark '. 

In. 13146 the war with Scotland was resumed, and the 
battle of Bannockburn, June 24, placed Edward before his 
people as a defeated and fugitive king. The year 1315 was 
spent in vain attempts to remedy the distress occasioned by 
dearth, murrain, and pestilence 7. The parliaments were held 

1 A parliament of the three estates was called Jan. 8, 1313, to meet 
on March 18: it sat from March 18 to April 7, and from May 6 to May 9 ; 
ParI. Writs, IL i. 80, 91. On the 23rd of May a second parliament was 
summoned for July 8; ibid. p. 94; on the 26th of July a third WaB called 
for Sept. 23; ibid. p. 102; and sat until,Nov. 18; ibid. p. II5. 

• Statutes, i. 169: 
• M. Malmesb. p. 140; Chr. Edw. ii. 195; Foed. ii. 230, 231 ; ParI. 

Writs, II. ii. 66-70. Hugh Ie Despenser ~d the earl of Lancaster were 
not reconciled; M. Malmesb. p. 140. 

• Foed. ii. 238; Trokelowe, p. 81; ParI. Writs, II. i JI6, II7; Rot. 
ParI. i. 448. 

• ParI. Writs, Il. ii. 63; May 27, 1313; Wake, p. 263; Wilkins, Cone. 
ii. 426; Reg. Palat. i. 416. 

• A parliament called for April 21, 1314, was prevented from meeting by 
the outbreak of war. See below, p. 354, note I. To raise more money 
Edward wrote to the archbishops, bidding them call together the clergy in 
oonvocation on May 17; this offended the clergy, and led to some important 
consequences. See ParI. Writs, II. i. 122, 123, 124; Wake, State of the 
Church, p. 1165. The convocation of Canterbury met on the 18th of July; 
that of York, June 26, granted a shilling in the mark; Reg. Palat. i. 636, 
641. For the second Parliament of 13 T 4, see p. 354, note 3· 

T See Cont. Trivet, pp. 17,18; Trokelowe, pp. 90-95 sq.; Knighton, c. 
2534. An attempt was made in 1315 to fix prices, but withdrawn the next 
year as pernicious; Rot. ParI. i. 295; Foed. ii. 266, 286; Trokelowe, pp. 
98, 92; and a sumptuary edict, fixing the number of dishes at dinner for 
each rank, was issued, Aug. 6, 1315; Foed. ii. 275. , 
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with regularity and completeness, but with few results in 
either legislation or general taxation. The importance of the ~casto'f: 
earl of Lancaster increased as the king became more insignifi- ~':."!~ 1 "'. 

cant. He was now lord of five earldoms, Lincoln and Salis-
bury having come to him on the death of his father-in-law. 
The death of Earl Gilbert of Gloucester, slain at Bannockburn, ' 
who in some degree inherited the noble character of his grand-
father Edward I, and the dea.th of the earl of Warwick in 1315, 
left earl Thoma.s without a rival among the lay barllns; and 
he was relieved from the counsels as well as the independent 
spirit of archbishop Winchelsey, who died on the 11th of May, 
13 13. 

Wretched, however, as these years were, they were perhaps Time of 

to Edward the happiest and safest period of his reign 1: his ~.::~~ 
childreu were gaining their due place in his affections, the 13

1
4-

1
3

1
7. 

queen was still faithful to him, the nation was entertaining . 
better hopes. But Edward could not· live without favourites 
or rule without ministers, and he was most unfortunate in the 
choice of both. Walter Reynolds, the new archbishop of The king'a 

Canterbury, who had been his tutor I, and advanced fl'Om being ~;'!'t.h. 
clerk of the wardrobe to be treasurer, chancellor, and primate, ~'\!"':k" 
was a mere creature of court favour, who could indeed contrive 
to obtain from the clergy IDDney which enabled his master to 
dispense with the unwilling gifts of the parliament, but who 
neither by experience nor by influence strengthened his posi-
tion. The old treasurer, Langton, had been too often matched 

, Trokelowe, p. 80. 
• Edward describes him as one • qui a nostro aet .. tis prunordio, nostris 

insilltens obseq uiis, secreta prae caeteris nostra novit;' Foed. ii. 101. Thomas 
Cobham, wh9 was chosen by the chapter, was a man of noble birth and a 
'great scholar, who afterwards became bishop of Worcester. Walter 
Reynolda, the king's nominee, was a simple clerk, the son of a baker at 
Windsor, who had gained Edward's favour,' it was said, by his skill in 
theatrical entertainments, but really had been his tuto~O.ql1alltlJ: inter 
electum et praefectum erat differentia I'M. Malnlesb. ll. If!;, , :Xhe Same 
writer is aevere on the pope: 'octo annis et ampHus papa 'Clemens quintus . 
univer.alem rexit eccIesiam, sed quiequid profuit homim eva.it memo- • 
riam ;' p. 142: 'melius esset rectoribus papam ,non habere quam t?t. 
exactionibus indies subjacere;' • Domine J esu/"el papam tone de medio 
vel potestatem minue;' p. 143; Chr. Edw. ii. 19~ ~7. See also. the 
&Duals of Lanercost, p. 333. .' 
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lith the barons to be conciliatory now. The earl of Pembroke 
was by no means an efficient leader of the royal party in or 
out oC parliament. The division of the estates of the earl oC 
Gloucester among his three brothers-in-law raised up three 
rival interests close to the throne. The ablest man who was 
faithful to the ~g was probably Hugh Ie Despenser the elder, 
whom the barons hated as a deserter, and who was gradually 
rising to supremacy among the king's personal advisers. Hugh 
Ie Despenser was the son oC the great justiciar who had fallen 
with Simon de MontCort at Evesham, and step-son of Roger 
Bigod, who had compelled Edward I to confirm the charters. 
He had been in constant employment under Edward I; as his 
envoy he had obtained from Clement V the bull of absolution 
which relieved the. king from his oath in 1305; and under 
Edward II he had, as we have seen, incurred the hatred of the 
magnates as supporting Gaveston. As early as 13081 or 1309 
the king had been requested to remove him from the council, 
but notwithstanding the hostility oC the lords his experience 
made him too valuable to be neglected. He rose in favour, he 
was god"Cather to the king's eldeet son, and his rise was shared 
by his son, Hugh Ie Despenser the younger, whom, in 1313, 
Edward married to the eldest of the co-heiresses of Gloucester. 
Under such influence Edward made a vain attempt to govern. 

But the question of the Ordinances never slumbered: Ed
ward began, before the fall of Gaveston, to move for the re
vision, and, although he had just ordered the publication of 
them in the counties s, issued a commission to a select body of 
his councillorg to treat with the ordainers for the repeal of the 
articles which were prejudicial to the royal dignity. This 'was 
done on the 8th of March, 1312 8, but the troubles arising 
about Gaveston prevented the discussion at the time fi.:1ed. On 

1 In 'August, 1308, at Northampton, Edward was urged to dismiss Hugh, 
Ie Despenser, Nicolas Segrave, William 13ereford, and Williamlnge; Cb.ron. 
Edw. I. 264; Ann. Lanercost, p. 213; and the attempt to remove him 
was made again in the negociations on the ordinances. He was twenty-one 
years of age on March I, 1383. and was thus sixty-four, not ninety, as the 
historians relate, at the time of his death; Dugdale, Baronage, p. 390. 

• On the 26th of J anuary,I3 I 2; Foed. ii. r 54; Pari. Writs, II. ii. 46. 
• Foed. ii. 159; Pari. Writs, II. i. 71; Rot. ParI. i. 447. 
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the 4th of August, 1312 1, in preparation for the parliament ofThaking's 
that month, Edward summoned the earls of Lancaster, Here- ~j:.tions 
ford, and Warwick, to appear on the 27th to treat on the sub- ?3~';"" 
ject, and on that occasion laid before the ordainers his reasons 
for desiring a change t. The bill of exceptions, which was GeDOft!I 

drawn up by two French lawyers, and brought up either on exceptions. 

this occasion or at a later stage in the parliament of September, 
1313, described the obnoxious regulations as invalid; the 
ordainers had not been properly elected; instead of being 
chosen by the prelates and barons they liad been nominated 
by a small comm'ittee; the Ordinances were contrary to right 
and reason, derogated from the king's rights and dishonoured 
the crown: many points in them were doubtful, uncertain, in
consistent with one another; they were contrary to the charters 
and the coronation oath; the ordainers were ipso facto ex
communicate as acting against the charters; the Ordinances 
themselves were but a reproduction of the provisions which 
S. Lewis had annulled in 1264, and his award had been con-
firmed by Urban IV and Clement V. To particular articleBParticula< 
particular objections were raised: they were beyond the objectioD& 

powers intrusted to the ordainers, or contrary to right, to 
natural eqlj.ity, to the provisions of Magua Carta, to the royal 
coronation oath, to the constitutional doctrine respecting fiefs 
and benefices, and to the fundamental idea of the kingly cha-
racter: if the king were forbidden to go abroad he would be 
more of a slave than the rustic who could go on pilgrimage; 
the whole matter and form of the Ordinances was accordingly 
opposed to the spirit of the constitution. The barons S in 
answer laid down as a principle that England is not governed 
by written law, but by ancient custom, and, if that were not 
enough, the king and his prelates, earls, and barons, 'ad queri
moniam vulgi' were bound to amend it and reduce it to a 
certainty. But the quarrel was not formally decided; Edward 

I Food. ii. 175 ; ParI. Writs, TI. ii. 53 ; Rot. ParI. t 447· 
• See Annale. Londoniense •• Chron. Edw. i 2II sq • 
• By .. misreading of the MS. I placed these word.. in former editio~, 

in the mouth of the king. 'I'he Chronicle is now printed j Chron. Edw. I. 
uS· 

VOL. II. A a 
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'would not admit that Gaveston had been a traitor, the earls 
would not accept any concession that left them liable to legal 
vengeance. The pacification of 1313 was however accompanied 
by a distinct understanding that the Ordinances should hold 
good. 

The struggle No sooner were the pardons issued than both parties re
is renewed, 
'3'4- newed the contest. The Scottish war was imminent; the king 

contended that there was no time to call a parliament, and 
revoked the summons which had been issued for April 21, 13 I4 ; 
the earls declined, Without consulting the nation, to join the 
expedition j Lancaster, Warenne, Arundel and WarWick refused 
to disobey the ninth Ordinance or to go without the order of 

T!>e king parliament; they stayed at home, and the king was beaten at 
~~~~f:!ttaI Bannockburn 1. Having thus contributed by his absence, if 
at Bannock- t d b din ·th h bum, 1314- no, as was suspeCte' y a secret understan g WI t e 

The 
Ordainera 
appoint the 
ministers. 

Scots, to the king's humiliation, earl Thomas took advantage 
of the crisis to proclaim !I that the abeyance of the ordinances 
was the cause of the public misery, and in a full parliament, 
held at York in September, 1314., Edward was obliged to 
confirm them again . and .to consent to the dismissal of his 
chancellor, treasurer, and sheriffs.' Their places were imme
diately filled up by nominees of the earl '. The advantage was 

1 • Responderunt comites melius fore ad parliamentum omnes convenire 
et ibidem unanimiter diffinire qnid in hoc negotio oportet agere ••• nam et 
ordinationes hoc volunt. Di%it autem rex instans negotium magna ac
celeratione indigere, et ideo parliamentum exspectare non posse. Respond
erunt comites ad pugnam sine parliamento venire nolle, ne contingeret 
eos ordinationes offendere;' M. Malmesb. p. 146; Ohr. Edw. ii. lIOO. Of. 
Ann. Lanercost, p. 224; Trokelowe, p. 83. On the 26th of November a 
full parliament had been called to meet April 31, 1314, at Westminster; 
ParI. Writs, II. i. II9; but war being begun the king revoked the 
summons, March 24, calling the barons to meet at Newcastle on April 28 ; 
ibid. p. UI. Some elections had however been held, as in Cornwall; 
Return of Members (1879); p. 45. 

• M. Malmesb. p. 154; Chr. Edw. ii. 208. 
S This parliament Was summoned July 29, to meet September 9: it .sat 

until September 27; ParI. Writs, II. i. 126. 
• Archbishop Reynolds had to surrender the great seal, and John San

dale was appointed chancellor, Sept. 26; Walter of Norwich, a baron of 
the Exchequer, was made treasurer the same day, and retained the office 
until May 1317; Dugdale, Origines, Chr. Ser. p. 36; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 81. 
Sandale was a proteg6 of archbishop Winchelsey, aud had been lieuten&nt 
of the treasurer under the ordainers. The ordinances were coniirmed at 
the &arne time; Ann. Lanercost, p. 329. HughIe Despenser and Henry de 
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followed up the next year. In a general parliament, which 
lasted from January to March 1, 1315, regulations were drawn The king's 

up for the royal household; Hugh Ie Despenser and WaIter:r"u:r 
Langton were removed from the council, and the king was put 1315· 

on an allowance of ten pounds a day 9. The estates made a 
grant of money contingent on certain terms; the clergy voted 
a tenth on condition that peace 'should be maintained between Grants of 

the king and the lords, that the rights of the church should money. 1315· 

be observed, that the ordinances should be kept, and all grants 
of land made in contravention of them should be annulled, that 
their contribution should be levied by ecclesiastics, and its 
expenditure determined by the earls and barons '. The lay 
estates granted a fifteenth and twentieth. Edward bent to the 
storm and yielded where he could not resist. In August the 
earl of Lancaster was made commander-in-chief against the 
Scots', thus superseding the earl of Pembroke, who had been 
commissioned & month before. 

252. In January; 1316, the parliament inet at Lincoln, and !;,:'::t!f 
there earl Thomas took another step, which wrested the reins::!~ in 

altogether from Edward's hands 5. He was made president of 1316. 

'the royal council on the express understanding that without 

Beaumont were also threatened, and the former went into hiding; M. 
MaImesb. p. 154; Chr. Edw. ii. 208. 

1 The parliament of 1315 was summoned Oct. 240 1314; the clergy pro· 
tested against the summons addressed to them through the archbishop; 
ParI. Writs, II. i. 137, 139. The session la.sted from Jan. 20 to March 9; 
ibid. P.149. The petitions are given in the Rolls of Parliament, i. 288 sq. 

• M. Malmesb. p. 156; Chr. Edw. ii. 209. The expenditure accounted 
for in the Wardrobe Account for the loth year of Edward II, July 1316 
to July 1317, is £61,032 98. n!d.; that of the eleventh year,July 1317 to 
July 1318, is £36,866168. 3!d.; in the fourteenth year, July 1320 to July 
1321, only £15,343 1I8. Ilfd. See Stapleton's article in the Archaeologia, 
xxvi. p. 319. 

• Pari. Writs, II. ii. 92; Wilk. Conc. ii. 451-454-
• Pari. Writs, II. i. 457 • 

.• The parliament wa~ summoned Oct. 16, for Jan. 27, 1316; Pari. Writs, 
II. i. 152; it sat until Feb. 20; ibid. 157. Lancaster was not present 
until F~b. u; on the 17th the bishop of Norwich, at the king's request, 
proposed that the earl should become I de consilio Regis capitalis;' 'prin
cipalis consiliarius regis efficitur ;' M. MaImesb. p. 166; 'ordinatum erat. 
quod dominus rex sine consilio comitum et procerum nihil grave, nihil 
ardaum inchoaret, et comitem Lancastriae de consilio suo pri~cipa1iter 
retineret;' ibid. p. 172; ebron. Edw. ii. 218, 224; and after making some 
conditions he took the oath as 8. councillor; Rot. ParI. i. 350 sq. 

. . &&2 ..' 
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the consent of the council no acts touching· the kingdom 
should be done, and that any member of it who should do any 
act or give any ~dvi~ dangerous to the kingdom should be 
removed at the next parliament. The king agreed to enforce 
the ordinances 1;. ~he c,?mplaints of tlie clergy, which show that 
they had begUn. to. regard Lancaster as the champion of their 
privileges, were met bi measu"res of redress i; and the parlia
ment, hoping that a settlement of the quarrel was at last at
tained, made a liberal grant, the towns granting a fifteenth It, 
the lords and knights promising the service of a foot soldier 
from every rUral tow~ship, to be maintained by the township, 
and the clergy likewise declaring their willingness to grant 
money in their own assembly. The arrangements thus begun 
were completed in a July session of the knights, also held at 
Lincoln ., where the counties compounded for their grant of 
men by paying a sixteenth of moveables. The clergy of the 
southern province, in the following October, granted a tenth of 
spirituals: in consideration of this, as seems most probable, 
the king at York, on the 24th of November, published a series 
of • Articuli CIeri,' or authoritative answers to questions touch
ing the relation of Spiritnal and Temporal cqurts, which had 
been laid before the parliament of Lincoln. This document 
was entered on the Statute Book, and, considered as a con
cordat between Church and State, is not the least important 
document of the reign G. 

But although summons after summons was issued for the 
Scottish war, the show of preparation was the sole result, and 
the pacification itself was futile. Earl Thomas, although he 

1 The order for enforcement was given March 6; Foed. ii. 287. 
• See below, note S. 
• Foed. ii. 291 ; PM-I. WritB, II. i. 157; Rot. ParI. i. 450,451. The 

clergy promised a grant which they were called on to make in convocation 
on April 28; and again on October 10. .• -

• The knightB were summoned June 25,1316, to meet July 29 before 
the king's council; ParI. WritB, II. i. 473; II. ii. 104. 105; the towns, 
having been taxed to the fifteenth, were not summoned. The session lasted 
till August 5; ibid. i. 167. The cl.erical tenth was granted Oct. II by the 
southern, and Nov. OJ3 by the northern convocation; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 
458: the order for collection of the tenth was made Dec •. 8; ParI. Writs, 
II. ii. 109; cf. Wake, p. 269_ 

• Statutes, i. 171-174; Wilkins ... Cone. ii. 460-462. 
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had gained the object or hiS desire, control in both army and Strange 

council, showed no capacity for either, - His hatred for his =Id~o~ 
cousin: was a stronger motive than hiB ambition, or else he 
was 8 traitor to his connt~ all well as to his king. H!l refuS!ld 
to follow the king to war; the Scots spare(i.hi~ estates when 
they ravaged the north j his oWi policy towards them was one 
of Bupineness if not of treacherous connivance 1. He refused 
to attend the parliaments, and yet kept all internal adinini6tra-
tion 8S well as external business at 8 standstill. Edward 
could neither dispense with him nor defy him. Nor had he 
the excuse of being the choS!ln spokesman of a body of mal-
contents. The baronial opposition was no longer a compact 
body, although the largest section of it no doubt, as- well as 
the ecclesiastical party, looked to Thomas I,IS their leader. The 
earl of Warenne, who had been one or Gaveston's bitter 
enemies, had so far reco~ciled himself with Edward 'as to settle 
the succession to his .estates on the king, in default of an heir 
of his body. The inheritance of the earl of Gloucester, which Factions 

had Ii 11 to h· th· . d • th' . amoogtho a en IS ree Sisters, r8lse up 10 eir respective baroDa. 

husbands three new clainlants of political power, Hugh Ie 
Despenser the younger, Hugh of Audley, and Roger d' Amory, 
who were not likely to throw their weight into one scale. The 
earl of Pembroke since the death of Gaveston had been faithful Tho middle 

to the king, but rather as the leader of a court party opposed ~. '3'4-

to Lancaster than as a supporter pf the royal policy. The un-
settled condition of Wales, where the chief marcherships were 
in the hands of the great English earls, afforded, as it had 
done in the reign of Henry III, a battlefield for private war. 

I It W&I believed that he wished Robert Bruce to maintain the straggle, 
lest Edward should be strong enough to overwhelm him (Lancaster); 
M. Malmesb. p. 173; Cbron. Edw. ii. 224. 225. Bat it is probable that 
both parties intrigued with Robert Bruce. Edward would have acknow
ledged him if he would have befriended Gaveston, or have helped him to 
avenge himself on Lancaster; and Lancaster was believed to have re
ceived a bribe of £4",000 to be neutral; M. Malmesb. pp. 194, 199 i 
Cbron. Edw. ii. 244, 245. It was said that Edward had offered carte 
blanche (alba carta) to Robert Bruce for Lancaster's death, and this report 
first attracted the people to the earl: 'hac d.e causa po~)Ulus A.ng~canus 
qui prius comitem fere spreverat ••• adhaesit comiti; Cont. Trivet. p. 
24 i Wala. i. 152. 
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The .earls, who were obliged to maintahl a show of peace 
within the border, could wage war, train their men, and make 
their castles impregnable, on the other side. Meanwhile the 
condition of England was lamentable in the extreme; the 
dearth and pestilence in 1315, constant invasions by the Scots, 
the impossibility of raising money or of collecting it,-for 
several of the scutages 'of the last reign were yet unpaid,-the 
constant assemblies of. riotous bands, the· secret training of 
men in arms for suspected purposes, all of them evils which 
a wise administration would have been able to remedy, were 
fruitful causes of misery. Edward's thoughtless or wilful ex
travagance condemns him as he~less; his vain attempts to 
relieve himself from restraint condemn him as incapable. In 
1317, on the proposition of a ~rusade, the Pope allowed him to 
take a tent~ of spiritual revenue 1 for the payment of his debts, 
but refused to absolve him from his oath to the ordinances. 
An elaborate plan for borrowing of the merchants, 'the new 
increment' I as. it was called, was devised the same year; 
enormous loans or 'finances' were taken from every possible 
lender 5, and for nearly two years no parliament was held. 

War between A private war broke out in the spring of 1317 between the 
!:dC:!:nneearls of Lancaster and Warenne. The countess of Lancaster 
in 13

1
7. had eloped from her unfaithful husband, with the assistance of 

Warenne, and, as was suspected, by the contrivance or with 
the connivance 'of the king·. But Edward was incapable of 

1 Mar. 27, 1317 j Foed. ii. 320; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 464 j M. MaJmesb. 
pp. 175, 176; Chron. Edw. ii. 225, 226. The council of Vienne in 1313 
had ordered a tenth for six years for the crusade. One year's tenth had 
been collected in England. This the pope makes over to the king, and 
suspends the payment of the rest for three years. 

• ParI. Writs, II. ii. Il5 ; by the advice of the merchants and in the 
character of a mutuum; on wool 6s. 8a. on the sack by denizens, lOS. by 
aliens; a similar impost was ordered on cloth, wine, avoirdupois and other 
merchandise, but was revoked soon after; Pa.rl. Writs, II. ii. lI8; see 
HaJl, Customs Revenue, ii. 183. 

I From merchants, bishops, the pope himself; see Foed. ii. 247, 258, 
263. 

• There was a suspicious oouncil held by the king at Clarendon on Feb. 
9,1317; ParI. Writs, II. i. 170; Cont. Trivet, p. 20; WaJs. i. 148: Lan
caster refused to attend either at Clarendon or at a later council held at 
London on April IS; Cont. Trivet, p. 20; M. MaJmesb. p. 176; Chron. 
Edw. ii. 228; PaI:1. Writs, II. i. 170. The countess was carried oft' on 
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taking advantage of the opportunity to ~verwhelm his rival. 
Vain proclamations of peace, prohibitions against armed bands, 
futile summonses to paJ."liaments which could not be brought 
together', display the unfortunate king as completely helpless. 
The earl of Pembroke, Roger d'Amory, and Bartholomew lord, 
Badlesmere, went so far as to bind themselves by oath to an 
alliance for gaining supreme influence in the royal council'; 
Pembroke, as in position the rival of Lancaster, Badlesmere as The middle 

a bitter enemy of the earl, and d' Amory as an aspirant to =!.~'~1. 
the Gloucester honours, seem to have conceived the idea of 
forming a middle party between Lancaster as the head of the 
old baronial faction, and the king sustained by the Despensers 
and the personal adherents of the royal house. Sieges and 
negotiations were in brisk operation when the country was 
brought to its senses by Robert Bruce. 

Berwick was taken on the 2nd of April, 1318, and itsFormalre_ 
capture was the signal for a reconciliation. For this the earl :n:n 
treated as an independent power with the king, who had, by 
forbidding Lancaster to move, become a party in the private 
war. The mediation was undertaken by the earls of Pembroke 
and Arundel, Roger Mortimer, Badlesmere, and two other 
barons, with the archbishop of Dublin and the bishops of 
Norwich, Ely, and Chichester. The list of the king's sureties Treaty of 
contains the names of his two brothers, the archbishop ofC~'3J8_ 
Canterbury and nine other prelates, the ear~ of Pembroke, 
Arundel, Richmond, Hereford, Ulster, and Angus, and twelve 

the 9th of May ~ Cont. Trivet, p. 20. This writer believed that the elope
ment was arranged at the Clarendon council; p. 22. On the 24th of Sep
tember Lancaster had letters of protection; Pari. Write, II. i. 171: war 
must have already begun; Ll'ncaster had taken the castles of the earl of 
Warenne in Yorkshire; Knaresborough castle had been seized by a rebel 
force in his interest, and he was forbidden to continue hostilities on Nov. 
a; Foed. ii. 344· 

• A parliament called for Jan. 13, 1318, was postponed by severa! write 
to March, and then to June. when it was finally revoked. 

• This was done by indenture, Nov. 24. 1317. Roger D'AmorY bound 
himself in a penalty of £10,000 to give his diligence to induce the king 
to allow himself to be led and governed by the advice of Pembroke and 
BadIesmere; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 130. The monk of Ma!mesbUrY mentions 
as Lancaster's chief opponents at the time, Warenne, Audley, D'AmOrY, 
Ie Despeneer, and William Montacute; p. 184; Chron:Edw. ii. 235· 
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barons, of whom th~ greatest were Roger Mortimer, Hugh Ie 
Despenser the son, J qhp. and Richard Gray, John Hastings, 
and lord Badlesmere; the ,earl of Lancaster alone affixed his 
seal to the counterpart of the indenture of treaty. But although 
so strongly supported, Edward had to yield every point in 
dispute: a general pardon was granted to the earl and nearly 
700 followers, the ordinances were confirmed, and a new council 
nominated 1. This was to consist of eight bishops, Norwich, 
Ely, Chichester, S~lisbury, S. David's, Hereford, Worcester" 
and Carlisle; four earls, Pembroke, Arundel, Richmond, and 
Hereford; four barons, Hugh Courtenay, Roger Mortimer, 
John Segrave,'.and John Gray, and a single banneret to be 
named by the earl of Lancaster 2: of these, two bishops, one 
earl, one baron, and the banneret were to be in constant 
attendance, ,and with their concurrence everything that could 
be done without the assent of parliament was to be done s. At 
th~ next parliament a standing council was to be chosen. The 
treaty was arranged on the 9th of August and reported to 

1 The arrangement was made at Leek, August 9, and confirmed by the 
parlia.ment; Foed. ii. 370. The stages of the negotiation are given by 
Knighton, c. 3535, and in the Parliamentary Writs, I. i. 184. 185; II. ii. 
133 sq.; Rot. ParI. i. 453, 454. The parlia.ment was summoned August 
35, to meet at York; ParI. Writs, II. i. 183; it sat until Dec. 9; ibid. i. 
194.' The Roll of this parlia.ment is printed in Cole's Recorda, pp. 1-54-

• To these were added in the parlia.ment, Hugh Ie Despenaer the son, 
Badlesmere, Roger Mortimer of Chirk, Willia.m Martin, John de Somery, 
John Giffard, and John Bottetourt; at the sa.me time the earl of Hereford, 

,Badlesmere, Mortimer of Wigmore, John de Somery, and Walter of Nor
wich were appointed to deal with the reform of the household, to whom the 
king added the archbishop of York and the bishops of Ely and Norwich; 
Cole, Records, p. 12. 

• Cont. Trivet, p. 27; A. Murimuth, p. 29; M. Ma.1mesb. p. 185; Chron. 
Edw. ii. 336. Under this' arrangement Badlesmere was steward of the 
household, Gilbert of Wygeton controller of the houschold, Hugh Ie 
Despeneer cha.mberlain; many other appointments were made, which are 
illegible in the Roll; Cole, Records, p. 3; and it was determined that the 
,next parlia.ment should be held at York or Lincoln; ibid. p. 4; the pro
vision made by the king for Badlesmere, Despenser, Audley, D'Amory 
and others, was confirmed, and a good deal of other business done. 
Bishop Langton claimed £20,000 which he had lost in the king's service; 
but, on being asked whether he intended to burden the king with the pay
ment, he avoided a direct answer, and received nothing. In June, 1318, 
Bishop Hotham of Ely, who had been treasurer since May, 1317, succeeded 
Sandale as chancellor, John Walwayn becoming treasurer; but Sa.ndale in 
,November resumed the treasurership, which he held until his death in 
November, 1319.' 
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a full parliament held at York on the 18t1:l of October. This, Parliaments 

which Wlia the first parliament held since that of Lincoln of 13,8. 

in 1316, confirmed the treaty and the pardons, and passed 
a statute to improve the judicial procedure I. But the year 
Wlia too far advanced for a campaign against the Scots. A and 13'g. 

parliament held, also at York, in the following May granted an 
eighteenth from the barons and the shires, and a twelfth from 
the towns'. 

Notwithstanding the pretences of reform in administration, 
and the imminent danger of the country, no united attempt 
was made to repel invasion. Lancaster would neither lead the In.......mg 

. . 1:::':' of army nor support the klDg. The year 1319 saw Edward r. 

obliged to retire from the siege of Berwick and to conclude a 
truce for two years with the enemy. Whilst the king was at Defencel ... 

the siege of Berwick, the unhappy Yorkshiremen made a luck-N~~ the 

les8 attempt to fight their own battle under archbishop Melton, 
and paid the forfeit in the White battle of Myton, where & 

great number of clerks were slain". Lancaster offered to 
purge himself by ordeal from the charge of complicity with 
the Scots, but when summoned to the council of the baronage 
refused to attend what he called a parliament 'in cameria.' 
In 1320, under the shadow of the truce,. Edward visited 
France • and did homage to Philip V; but the short period of 
calm ended in the following year. During this time the ~embroke 
government was carried on apparently under the influence ofID 

power. 

1 The Statute of York; Statutes, i. 177. 
• A parliament was called March 20,1319. tc meet May 6 ; ParI. Writs, 

II. i. 197 ; it sat till the 25th; ibid. p. 310. The '\V1'its for collecting the 
grants were issued May 30; ibid. p. 211 ; Rot. ParI. Ii. 454, 455. The 
clergy in the parliament of 1318 had declined tc make a grant in convo· 
cation; the king requested the archbishops tc summon one for Feb. 3, 
1319; ParI. Writs, II. i. 196. The convocation was really held on April 
20; Wake, State of the Church, p. 271. In the parliament held at York 
on the 6th of May following, the bishops reported that the clergy 
would make no grant without the pope's leave, and Adam of Murimuth 
was sent to A vignon tc ask it; it was granted May 29; and on the 20th 
of July the king wrote tc anticipate the payment of a tenth; ParI. Writs, 
II. ii. lio. See A. Murimuth, p. 30; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 492; Wake, pp. 
271, 272. 

I .Ann. Lanerc. p. 239; Trokelowe, p. 1°4; Wals. i. 156. 
• He sailed on the 19th of June,leaving Pembroke regent, and returned 

on the 22nd of Jqly; Foed. ii. ,p8; ParI. Writs, ii. 146. 
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Pembroke and Badlesmere, the earl of Lancaster acting through 
his agent in the council, and the king's personal adherents 
being led by the Despensers, one of whom, Hugh the younger, 
had been appointed chamberlain in the parliament at York in 
1318. John Hotham, bishop of Ely, was chancellor from 1318 
to 1320, when he was succeeded by John Salmon, bishop of 
Norwich. 

The 253. Edward had not learned wisdom from Gaveston's fate, 
character 
and position although the men under whose influence he had now fallen 
~::IlS&'" 'were not liable to the same objections as those which had. 

prejiJ.diced the nation against the Gascon favourite. ' The 
younger Despenser had taken Gaveston's place in Edward's 
regard \ and neither father nor son had shown any caution or 

Greedin.... moderation in using the advantages of the position. They 
of the 
Deepensers. had been willing or ,eager recipients of all that the king had 

to give. Though they were neither foreigners nor upstarts, 
they were obnoxious to charges and enmities as fatal as those 
which had overwhelmed Gaveston. Representing to some ex
tent the views of the barons of 1264, they had attached them
selves to the king, against whom Lancaster was trying to play 
the part of Simon de Montfort. Ail the husband of the eldest 
co-heiress of Gloucester, the younger Hugh came into collision 
with thl) other co-heirs and the rest of the rival lords of the 
marches, especially the Mortimers 9. Lancaster, feeling that 
his conduct with regard to Scotland was diminishing his politi
cal influence, grasped the opportunity which was supplied by 
Edward's infatuation and the greediness of the Despensers. 
He revived the outcry against the favourites, and at once en
listed on his side all whom they had outraged and o.ffended. 
He, himself had an old g):udge against the fllther, and had long 
insisted that all who had received gifts from the king contrary 

1 See T. de la Moor, p. 595; ebron. Edw. ii. 301. 
• The quarrel began however in Gower, where John Mowbray as heir 

had entered without the king's leave, which Hugh Ie Despenser asserted 
was necessary in Wales as well as in England; M. Malmesb. p. 205; 
Chron. Edw. ii. 254. The other marchers took occasion of the' quarrel to 
attack Hugh. Lancaster had his' antiquum odium' against the father, 
and involved him in it; M. Malm. p. 209; Chron. Edw. ii. 257; Troke
lowe, p. 107. 
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to the ordinances should be punished, a threat launched especi-
ally at the Despensers. Humfrey Bohun, the earl of Hereford Welsh 

sud lord of Brecon, the king's brother-in-law and the chief~~ 
among the marchers, saw that his position was threatened by ~':"""".., 
the son; the younger Hugh had received Glamorgan in the 
partition of the Gloucester inheritance; Hugh of Audley and 
Roger d'Amory in the same way had received castles and 
honours in the marches. Henry of Lancaster, the earl's 
brother, was lord of Kidwelly. .Roger Mortimer of Chirk and 
his nephew Roger Mortimer of Wigmore ruled the northern 
marches almost as independent lords 1. 

The troubles began in the autumn parliament of 13209, an Tumults and 
• debates, 

assembly of the lords and commons only, to which the clergy 1320-1. 

were not summoned, the pope having by his grant of a tenth 
relieved the king from the need of asking a grant from 
spiritualities. A commission was issued soon after the dis
missal of the assembly, and in consequence of a petition of the 
commons, for the trial of caBeS arising out of the unlawful 
assemblies which were held for political purposes. On the 
30th of January 13211 the king issued writs to the earls of 
Hereford, Arundel, and Wareune, and twenty-six other lords, 
forbidding them to attend a certain unlawful assemoly at which 
matters were to be treated concerning the crown, in contempt 
of the royal prerogative and to the disturbance of the peace of 
the kingdom. Two months later, when at Gloucester', the king The king 

learned that there was war in the marches. Hugh of Audley t:::-
. Mar. J321. 

1 Roger Mortimer of Cbirk was the second son, and Roger (ill) Mor
timer of Wigmore the grandson of Roger (II) Mortimer, the friend and 
ally of Edward I, who had also acted as his lieutenant at the beginning of 
his reign (see above, p. 107). Hugh Mortimer who resisted Henry II in 
1155 was great.grandfather of Roger (II). Roger ofCbirk was justiciar of 
Wales; he died in the Tower after his nephew's escape. . . 

• This parliament was B111IlDloned Aug. 5, to meet Oct. 9; ParI. Writs, 
II. i 319; it sat until the 25th; ibid. p. 229. The pope had granted, 
July 140 another tenth; the clergy therefore were not summoned. The 
Michaelmas parliament refused to allow the king to make gifts in perpetuity 
to the pope's brother and two nephews; Foed. ii. 438; and passed the 
Statute of Westminster the fourth, touching sheriffs and juries; Statutes, 
i 180. The transactions are recorded in the Rolls of Parliament, i. 365 sq. 
The petition for inquiry i. given, p. 371. 

• Food. ii. 442; Pari. Writs, II. ii. ISS. 
, Foed. it 445; Pari. Writs, II. i. 231; Rot. ParI. i. 455. 
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was summoned for contumaciously refusing to obey the king's 
writ, and the earl of Hereford with others of the marchers was 

App~of directed to appear at Gloucester to treat with the king 1• The 
warm 1321. 

earl of Hereford and Roger Mortimer of Wigmore had before 
the 23rd of April refused to obey the writ or to attend any 
council at which the Despensers were present I. On the 1st of 
:May Edward had formally to forbid Bohun and Mortimer to 
tlttu.ck the Despensers; and on the 15th he called a full parlia
ment l to meet at "yvestminster on the I5tli of July. In the 
interim Lancaster assembled his adherents lay and clerical at 
Pomfret and Sherburn in Yorkshire, and drew up articles of 

Attack complaint '. Before parliament met all parties had joined against 
D" ... ;"n.."'in the favourites; Pembroke alone ventured to mediate &; even 
~~~:~ the earl of Warenne and lord Badlesmere joined with Lancaster 

in the attack, and a solemn proscription was the result. 
The proceedings on this occasion were taken with much 

more circumspection than had been used against Gaveston. 
The three estates were summoned on the distinct plea that the 
absence of the clergy should not be alleged as invalidating. the =the acts of .the parliaments. The charges against the Despensers 

D ... pensera. were" formally stated'; they had attempted to accroach to 
themselves toyal power, to estrange the heart of the king from 
his people and to engross the sole government of the realm. 
The younger Hugh had attempted to form a league by which 
the king's will should be constrained; he had taught that it is 
to the crown rather than to the person of the king that the 
subject is bound by homage and allegiance, and that thus, if 
the personal will of the king incline to wrong, it is the sworn 
duty of the subject to guide or constrain him to do right 8. The 

1 ParI. Writs, II. i. 231. • ParI. Writs, II. i. 232. 
• The clergy as well as the commons were summoned j ParI. Writs, 

II. i. 234. 
• Chr. BridJington, Chron. Edw. ii. 61 sq. 
• Adam Murimuth asserts that Pembroke was secretly in the plot against 

the Despensers; p. 33. So also T. de Ia Moor, p. 595; Chron. Edw. ii. 
302; of. Annales Paulini, Chron. Edw. i. 297. 

• ParI. Writs, II. i. 236. • Statutes, i. 181 sq. 
• The statement of Hugh's teaching on this point, which is made one of the 

charges against him, curiously enough appears in the BridJington Annals, 
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two had moreover prevented the magnates from having proper 
ac:ce88 to the king, had removed ministers appointed by the 
great men of the realm, had incited civil war, exercised nsurped 
jurisdiction, and in every way perverted and hindered justice. 
The sentence is paBIed in the name of the peers, in the presence Sentence 

of the king: father and son are condemned to forfeiture and paaood. 

exile, not to be recalled but by the assent of prelates, earls, and 
barons, and that in parliament duly summoned. The award The 

was accompanied by a formal grant of pardon to the prosecutors ~'1:m 
for all breaches of the law committed in bringing the accused to ;~: 
justice: the chief prosecutor had been the earl of Hereford; he 
with the two Mortimers, the Audleys and D'Amory, lord Bad-
lesmere, the earl Warenne, John Mowbrsy, John Giffard, and 
Richard Grsy, ~nd. a large number of their followers, received 
separste pardons on the 20th of Augustl. On the nnd the 
parliament separated. 

254. Two months after thia the king took courage. An Edward 

insult offered to the queen by the le.dy Badlesmere, who had re-=6::t.. 
fused to admit her into Leeds castle, provoked Edward to take bar, .)2 •• 

up arma l ; six earls, Norfolk, Kent, Pembroke, Warenne, 
Aruudel, and Richmond, obeyed his summons, and Lancaster, 
in his hatred of Badlesmere " allowed the king to gather strength. 
Finding himself stronger than he had hoped, the king proceeded His vigoro ... 

action. to attack the castles of the earl of Hereford, Andley, and 
D' Amory; and empowered the Welsh to raise forces against 
them as rebels. Thill earl Thomas -was not disposed to suffer: 
he called an assembly 'of the lords of his party to Doncaster on 
the 29th of Novemher', and prepared to succour the earl of 

and in the Annalee Londoniensea, as the jostification of the proceedioga 
against Gaveston; Bee Chron Ed". i. 153; ii. 33. 

1 ParI. Writs, IL ii. 163-168. 302 pardons were issued on tale 20th of 
Aogust; and 146 more in the following six weeks • 

• Trokelowe, p. JlO. On the 16th of October the writ of summons was 
1080ed; the force- was to be at Leeds on the 23M; Foed. ii. 458; ParI. 
Write, II. ii. 539. October 27, the arehbishop and the earl of Pembroke 
eame to mediate; A.. Murimoth, p. 34-

I This is cfutinctlyasserted by the monk of Malmeobory ; p. 213; ebron. 
Edw. ii. 262. 

• Foed. ii.459. It was forbidden by the king Nov. I2: ParL Writs, II. 
ii. 16g.-
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Hereford in . the marches, whither Edward was moving to 
attack him. But he had miscalculated the energy which the 
pressure of circumstances had developed in Edward's character. 

The . Early in December the king obtained an opinion from the con-
proceedinga 
againot the vocation of the clergy, that the proceedings against the De
Deepensera 
declared to spensers were illegal'. At Christmas he marched to Cirencester, 
bo unlawful, 
Doc. '32'. and attempted to .cross the Severn so as to reach Hereford. 

The 
Mortimora 
taken, 
Jan. 1322. 

Having failed to effect a passage at Worcester, he proceeded to 
Bridgnorth, wh~e he was resisted by the Mortimers. On the 
22nd of January the Mortimers, despairing of help from Lan
caster, yielded 2; the king crossed at Shrewsbury, marched to 
Hereford and thence to Gloucester, where on the 11th of 
FebruaryS he felt himself strong enough to recall the favourites. 
The northern lords, now thoroughly awake, and joined by the 
fugitives from the marches, were besieging TickhiII, and Lan-

~!':.~. caster was preparing to march southwards. Edward called a 
general levy to Coventry on the 28th of February, with the 
purpose of intercepting the earl; but the latter, having reached 
Burton on Trent with an inferior force, turned and fled. On 
the news of his retreat the castles of Kenilworth and Tutbury 
surrendered, and the king ordered the earls of Kent and 
Warenne to arrest the pursuers of the Despensers 4; one of 
them, Roger D'Amory, was captured at Tutbury and shortly 

Battle of afterwards died G. The battle of Boroughbridge, in which Sir 
Borough- • 
bridge, Andrew Harclay defeated and took captIve the earl of Lancaster, 
Mar. ,6, '3

22
• was fought on the 16th of March. There tbe earl of Hereford 
and four other barons were slain. Six days after his capture 

1 Dec. 10; A. Murimuth, p. 35; T. de Ia Moor, p. 595; Chr. Edw. ii. 
g03; cf. Foed. ii. 463,47°. On Nov. 30 the IPngwrote to the archbishop 
in reference to the approaching convocation; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 173 ; Wake, 
p. 173. On the 4th of January he applied to ten bishops who had been 
absent from the convocation to certify their &Bsent or to dissent from the 
opinion there given; ParI. Writs, II. it 173; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 510. 

• Jan. 17, Roger Mortimer of Wigmore had safe conduot; Foed. ii. 472 ; 
on the 22nd the king received the submission of both; ParI. Writs, II. ;i. 
176• 

• ParI. Writs, II. ii. 177. ' March II; Foed. ii. 477. . 
• M. Malmesb. p. 215; Chr. Edw. ii. 268. Roger d'Amory was tried 

and condemned to be hanged, but was spared 'inasmuch as the king had 
loved him much,' and he had married the king's niece; March 13; ParI. 
Writs, II. ii. 261. 



XVI.] Fall of Lancaater. 

the great earl. in his own castle of Pomfret, before a body ofLanoaater 
peers with Edward himself at their head, was tried, condemned, t!.~~32" 
and beheaded as a rebel taken in arms against the king, and 
convicted of dealing with the Scots 1. The haste and cruelty 
of the proceeding were too sadly justified by the -earl's own 
conduct in the case of' Gaveston. Yet cruel, unscrupulous, His position 

treacherous, and sellish as Thomas of Lancaster is shown by in history. 

every recorded act of his life to have been, there was some-
thing in so sudden and HO great a fall that toucp,es men's hearls. 
The cause was better than the man or the principles on which 
he maintained it. A people, new, as yet to political power, 
saw in the chief opponent of royal folly a champion of their 
own rights: rude, insolent, and unwarlike, an adulterer and a 
murderer, he was liberal of his gifts to the poor, and a boun-
tiful patron of the clergy: his fame grew after his death. The 
fall of earl Thomas closes the second act of the great tragedy. 
The minor leaders-fell one by one into the king's hands; Bad- Fate of 

the other 
lesmere was taken at Stow park I and hanged at Canterbury; captives. 

John Mowbrsy and John Giffard, who were taken at Borough-~:'QD8, 
bridge, shared the same fate: the Morlimers were already 
prisoners I: the two Audleys surrendered at Boroughbridge, 
and were spared owing to their connexion with the royal 
house. Fourteen bannerets and fourteen bachelors were pnt 
to death '. Eighty-six bachelors remained in prison. The 

1 The earls of Rent, Richmond, Pembroke, Warenne,Arondel, Athol, and 
Angus were present; Foed. ii. 479; ParI. Writs, IL ii. 196; Chr. Edw.ii. 77. 

• Leland, Co11. ii. 463. 
"On June 13 the commission was issued Cor the trial of Hugh ofAudley 

and the Mortimers; ParI. Writs, IL ii. 193: on the 14th of July justices 
were appointed to pass sentence on the Mortimers; ibid. 213. 216: and 
on the 22nd the aentenoe of death was commuted for perpetual imprison
ment; ibid. 

• Henry Ie Tyeys at London, April 3; Henry Wylyugton and ~nry de 
Montfort at Bristol, April 5; Bartholomew Ashburnham at Canterbury, 
the same day; Bartholomew lord Badlesmere, at Canterbnry, April 14-
were tried by the king's justices and condemned; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 284 

• I!q. Roger Clifford and J obn Mowbray were drawn and hanged at Yark; 
Wals. i. 165: Giffard at Gloucester; Knighton, c. 2541. Eight barons,' 
aocordiug to thc Chronicler of Lan~rcost, were hanged! four imn>:ediately 
released, ten imprisoned; fifteen kmghts hanged, five ~bera~, BlXty-two 
imprisoned; p. 245. Of. Trokelowe, p. 124; Eulogmm, m. 196, 197· 
The list given in the Parliamentary Writs is Dot to be trusted as to 
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earl of Warenne and Sir Richard Gray had already changed 
sides. ' 

Thus far the king and his friends appeared to be inclined to 
make a moderate use of their victory; and, had it been possible 
to undo the work of the last fifteen years, Edward might still 
have reigned happily. The determination of the personal 
quarrel was not disadvantageous to the constitution. The 

~:;,':". king had never been a tyrant. The earl of Lancaster had 
8titutional. never understood the crisis through which the nation was 

passing. His idea was to limit the royal power by a council 
of barons, to court the favour of the clergy, and to diminish 
the burdens of the people; not to admit the three estates to a 
just share in the national government. Hence during his 
tenure of power few parliaments were called, little or no legis
lation, except the Ordinances, had been effected; no great 
national act had been undertaken; he had not even attempted 
to arrest the decline of England in military strength and repu
tation, or to recover the ground lost by the incompetency of 
the king. Edward was now able to choose his own advisers; 
and, although they were chosen apparently at hap-hazard, they 
were men who entertained, or found it convenient to proclaim, 
a policy far more in accord with the real growth of the nation. 

!r;~d. The Despensers had not been blind supporters of royal power. 
Doaponsors. The elder Hugh, as an old servant of Edward I, may have pre

served some traditions of his constructive policy. The younger 
Hugh had professe4 a very distinct theory of the rights of the 
subject as limiting the despotic will of the ,sovereign. It is 
possible that both had an idea ofre·establishing the league be
tween the king and the nation at large which alone could keep 
the great nobles in their proper subordination, bnt which hat! 
been broken in the reign of John and had only partially been 
restored by Edward I. But, if this were so, the tide of public 
hatred had set in so strongly a"aainst the king and the favourites 
as to make it impossible. The acts however of the parliament 

details. On the 11th of July 138 pel'8ons submitted to a fine to save their 
lives and lands; the fines recorded amountto about £15,000 ; Pari. Writs, 
II. ii. aoa sq. 
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which met at York on the 2nd of May, 13221, intentionallYPar1iament 
or not, embody in a very remarkable way the spirit of the ~~~~;!~ 
Constitution. 

This parliament contained a full representation of the bene-
ficed clergy and commons as well as the lords spiritual and 
temporal and the council. It included also for the first time, Reprooen~ 

d ·th . th I . b " h . fativeofrom an ,WI one excepticn, e on y tIme e,ore t e reIgn 0 Waleo. 
Henry VIII, representatives of Wales, twenty-four discreet 
men empowered to act for the ' communitas' of esch half of the 
principality. The three estates sat until the 19th of May, 
when the commons were dismissed: the magnates until the 7th 
of July. The great act of the session was the repeal of the ReVocatiOD 
Ordinances, which were revoked in their integrity as pre- <:,.::,... .... 
judicial to the estate of the crown; for the future all ordinances X3

2 
•• 

or provisions concerning the king or the kingdom, made by the 
subjeots or by any power or authority whatever, are to be 
void ; and' the matters which are to be established for the Constitll
estate of our lord the king and of his heirs, and for the estate ~~~Pl~ 
of the realm and of the people, shall be treated, accorded and .... rOOd. 

established in parliaments by our lord the king, and by the 
consent of the prelates, earls and barons, and the commonalty 
of the realm, according as hath been heretofore accustomed.' 
It did not matter, then, that the ordinances had received full 
legislative .sanction in 1311 ; they had been forced upon the 
king, drawn up and published by men chosen ouly by the lords, 
and they had been approved and authorised, not treated and 
accorded, by the parliament. The importance of the wording Prospective 
lies in its prospective bearing. The great Charter had de- ~,;~oe 
dared how the • commune· consilium regni' was to be had; principle. 
Edward I had stated the principle that that which touches all 
shall be approved by all; Edward II, uttering words of which 
he could faintly realise the importance, enunciates a still more 
elaborate formula of constitutional law. 

1 This parliament, which contained both clergy and commons, was sum
moned March 14; it sat from the second to the 19th of May, on which 
day the commons were dismissed: ParI. Writs, II. i. 245, 258; ii. 184-
The magnates continued in council until J uly 7. The revocation of the 
ordinances is dated May 19; Statutes, i.190 • 

YOLo II. . . B b 
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But whilst the Despensers thus hastened to repeal' the bur
densome limitations placed on the action of the crown, they 

-were· careful to withdraw none of the concessions by which the 
ordainers had obtained the support of the nation. Another 
document 1 issued by Edward at the same time declares the 
state of the law on these points, and, .by reference to his father's 
statutes, shows that no new legislation was required to secure 
the boons conferred in the' Ordinances. He, by the assent of 
the archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earls, barons, and com
munity here assembled, makes his own ordinances, confirms the 
rights of the church as contained in the Great Charter and 
other statutes, and the king's peace according to law and 
custom; the statute of 1300 touching purveyance and prises·, 
that of 1316 touching sheriffs, the ordinance of 1306 on the 
Forests, that of 1300 on the courts of the steward and marshal; 
he relaxes. the operation of the statute of Acton Burnell, and 
reforms the law touching appeals and outlawry in the very 
words of the ordinances of 1311. The articles by which the 
royal power of giving was restrained are the chief points which 
are not re-enacted. These measures were accompanied by a 
reversal. of the acts against the Despensers and for the pardon 
of the pursuers; and a grant of moneyS and men4 was made 
for the prosecution of the war. 

As soon as the parliament was over the king marched towards 
Scotland. But it was now too late. The Scots had learned 
warfare whilst the English had been forgetting it. They 
avoided a pitched battle, wore out the enemy by hasty attacks 

'Rot. ParI. i. 456. 
• An order for collecting the revived New Customs, given in consequence 

of the revocation of the Ordinances, was signed July ao; ParI. Writs, II. 
ii. 214: a subsidy, corre..ponding with the ~ew increment of 1317, was 
granted by the merchants on the 16th of .Tune 13a2, and stopped July 4, 
1323: ibid. ii. 193, 229., . 

• The clergy of the province of Canterbury granted 5d. in the mark on 
spirituals; but their authority bein~ doubtful, the archbishop called a COD

vocation for June 9; ParI. Writs, II. i. 259; Wake, p. 274. On the 20th 
of April the pope granted a tenth for two years; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 524. 

• One man-at-arms was to be furnished by every township to serve for 
forty days; this was the contribution of the .shires; but it was generally 
redeemed by a money payment i ParI. Writs, 1I. i. 573 sq. 
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and distressed tbe country with rapid inroads. Edward llar~ 
, rowly escaped capture at Byland on the 14th of October. The 
parliament, which had been summoned for November 14 toParwlmOD~ 

Ripon, had to be transferred to York 1, and even there many of~o~~:~~2. 
the magnates found it impossible to attend I. Worse than all, 
treachery was discovered among the kings most trusted ser-
vants. Sir Andrew Harclay, now earl of Carlisle I, and warden 
of the Scottish marches, was found intriguing with the Scots 
in January, 1323. On the IBtofFebruary the order wasHarclayput 
• fi hi . to death. gIven or s arrest; he was tried by a special commission ofMaroh.1323. 

judges, and he died the death of a traitor on .the3rd of 
March '. The conclusion of a truce for thirteen years, in the Truce with 

following June, proved Edward's weakness or the general. dis- jh~~~;3. 
trust, and left him to work out his own ruin without let or 
hindrance. 

255. The rest of the reign is one consistent story of despe- H&tIed of the 
. Despensel'B 

rate recklessness on the part of the Despensers, helpless and other 
If. b 

. servants of 
se -a andonment on the part .of the king, and treachery un- the king. 

justifiable, unparalleled and all but universal, on the part of 
the magnates. The hatred of the favourites had risen to a 
pitch which seems irrational: Robert Baldock & the chancellor 
and bishop Stapledon the treasurer shared the odium of the 

1 The parliament. to which the inferior clergy were n~t called, was sum
moned Sept. 18, to m~et Nov. 14 at Ripon: ParI. Writs, II. i. 261: on the 
30th of October, the place was altered to York j ibid. p. 263: it sat until 
Nov. 29; ibid. p. '77. . 

• Foed. ii. 4<)9. This parliament granted a tenth from the barons and 
.hires. and a sixth from the towns; ibid. p. 527 j ParI. Writs, II. i .• 80; 
Rot. ParI. i. 457 j W. Dene, Ang. Sac. i. 36.. As the clergy were not 
present the king asked the archbishops, Nov. '7. to summon their con
vocations at Lincoln and York; ParI. Writs, II. i. 280. The clergy 
of Canterbury were summoned Dec. 2, to meet on Jan. 14. TAey refused 
to make a grant, on the ground that the pope had granted the tenth for 
two years; ibid. 283. See W. Dene, Aug. Sac. i. 363 j W'Ioke, p. 275 j 
Wilkins, Cone. ii. 517. 

• Harclay was created earl March 25, 1322. 
I Foed. ii. 504, 509; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 225. 26. j A. Murimuth, p. 39 j 

Ann. Laneroost, pp. 248, '51. 
• Robert Baldock became chancellor on the 20th of August, 1323. in 

succession to bishop Salmon. On the death of bishop Sandale in November 
1319, tbe treasury remained for a few months under Walter of Norwich 
the chief baron; Stapledon was treasurer from Feb. 18, 1320, to June 3. 
1325, when he was succeeded by William de Melton, archbishop of York. 

Bbz 
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rest; the king had fallen into contempt; ill public confidence 
~~,!!, had ceased; the military summonses were not obeyed, the taxes 

were not collected; the country was overrun by bands of law
less men; the Jaw was unexecuted, and among the greatest 

Escall" of offenders were Edward's most trusted friends, The most .im-
Mortimer, 
Aug. 13'4. portant of the great prisoners of state 1 was suffered to escape 

and go over to France. The elder Hugh Ie Despenser put no 
limit on his acquisitive~ess and was unable to check the arro

Alienation of gance and violence of his son: the queen conceived a bitter 
tho queen. h d £ h' h' hId d . d atre or 1m w lC scarce y nee e opportumty an temp-
False tation to extend to her husband likewise. The people were 
nlm01ll'8. told tbat Edward was a' changeling, no true son of t~e great 

king, Miracles were wrought at the tombs of earl Thomas I and 
DiB!'ft'eotion. the other martyrs of the rebellion. No class was free from 

disaffection. Even Henry. de Beaumont, who had been one of 
the obnoxious favourites in 1311, in May 1323 refused to advise 
the king and addressed him in words of insult for which he was 

Ingratitude 
and seIfish
De88 of the.' 
bishope, 
J32 3-1326 ; 

put under arrest-. 
The relations of the king with the prelates were likewise 

critical. The archbishop of Canterbury was altogether unable 
to influence his brethren, and some of the most powerful among 
them had grievances or ambitions of tbeir own. The weakness 
of Edward and the policy of the popes, who sometimes played 
iuto his hands, sometimes defied him with impunity, had pro
moted to the episcopate men of every sbade of political opinion 
and of every grade of morality. Tbree of these, Jobn Drokens
ford bishop of Bath, Henry Burghersh of Lincoln, and Adam 
Orlton of Hereford,.had been implicated in the late rebellion. 

eopecially Burghersh, the nephew of lord Badlesmere, had under his 
Burghersh. 
and Orlton. uncle's in'fluence been forced by the king, against the wish of 

tbe canona and when under canonical age, into the see of 

1 Roger Mortimer escaped from the Tower on August I, 1324; Blane
ford, p. 145; Foed. ii. 530; ParI, Writst II. ii. 232,239. Robert Walke
fare, the chief adviser of Humfrey BOllun, escaped from Corfe; Wals. 
i. 178. 

• June 28,1323; Foed. ii. 526. At Bristol also Henry de Montfort and 
Henry WyIyngton, who had been hanged there, were said to be working, 
miracles; Foed. ii. 536, 547. . . 

• Ji'oed. ii. 620; ParI. Writs, II. i. 285_ 
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Lincoln I' ; Orlton had' been placed by the pope at Hereford 
in opposition to the king's nominee', and had with difficulty 
obtained admission to his see. The former had the wrongs of 
his UDcle to avenge, the latter was attached to the queen and 
in league with his neighbours the Mortimerll. John Stratford; Bisbop 

Ikfh 'l A'· hki' St.r..tfOld. a c er 0 t e counCl, was sent to Vlgnon by t e ng In 1322 

to complain of their conduct I. Whilst Stratford was at Avignon 
the see of Wincbester fell vacant, and Edwa1"d immediately 
wrote to the pope for the appointment or Robert Baldock, then 
keeper of the Privy Seal '. Instead of furthering his master's 
wishes Stratford obtained Winchester for himself, and, although 
after a year's resistance Edward admitted him to his tempo-
ralities, the new bishop let his resentment outweigh both gra-
titude and honesty. His example was an inviting one: William Bishop. 

Ayermin by a similar process obtained the see of Norwich AyermlD. 

which the king had iutended for Baldock, in 13256. Official 
j8ll10usies moreover created personal antipathies and partisan· 
ships among the bishops tbemselves; Drokensford had probably 
been offended at being outrun in the race for secular preferment; 
archbishop Reynolds t"ook offence at the appointment of the Rivalry of 

archbishop of York to the treasurership', and the prelates who ~t;,w:hOpo, 
had ' d h' fl ·f h d . d Juno, 13'5. r18en un e1' t e lD lIence 0 t e or alDers were oppose as 
a matter of course to those who had been promoted by the king. 
Three or four good men amongst them stood aloof from politics; 
three or four were honestly grateful and faithful to Edward: 

I M. Malme_b. p. 301; Cbr. ll:dw., ii. 251. The king wrote to the 
pope to give him the Bee of Winche_ter in 13 I 9; Foed. ii. 404; and ap_ 
r.lied for Lincoln in 13.°; ibid. 414. He W3B in hill twenty-ninth year i 
.bid. 42S. 

• A. Murimuth, p. 31 ; Foed. ii. 328. • Foed. ii. 504' 
• Wincheoter became vacant on the 12th of April, 1333; Edward wrote 

in favour of Baldock, April 26; Stratford, who W3B bidden to urge the 
appointment, and who W3B agent to Baldock, presented the letter to the 
pope on the 9th of May: the pope nominated Stratford on the 20th of 
June; }'oed. ii. 491,518, 5l5, 531, 533. Adam Murimuth, p. 40, saY', 
'litterae ad curiam nimis tarde venerunt.' Stratford W3B admitted to hill 
temporalitieo June 28.1324; Foed. ii. 557. 

• M. Malm""b. p. l39; Chr. Edw., ii. 284. Ayermin had beeu in 1324 
elected to Carlisle, but the pope preferred J obo de Ro .. ; Ann. Lanercost, 
p. 353· 

• M. Malm""b. p. 237; Cbr. Edw., ii. 283; W. Dene, p. 365; ParI. 
Write, IL ii. 274. 
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the conduct of the rest proves that the average of episcopal 
Edward'. morality had sadly sunk since the death of Winchelsey. Yet 
foolish 
oonfidenoe. Edward in his infatuation or simplicity trusted all alike, except 

Orlton \ against whom, when the prelates in the parliament of 
1324 had refused to surrender him, he obtained a verdict from 
a jury of the country as guilty of high treason. 

Threats from The death of Philip V in 1322 caused the king of England to 
France. 

be summoned to do homage for Gascony and Ponthieu to his 
successor. A peremptory summons to Amiens for the 1st of 
July, 1324, was regarded as the prelude to a sentence of con-

~thofthe fiscation. The earl of Pembroke, who was sent over as envoy, 
~e.!.b!oke died in France i; in him the king lost the last trustworthy 
m '3

2
4. friend who might have been able to save him. ·Edmund of 

Kent having failed to negotiate peace, in 1325 the queen was 
sent to use her influence with her brother. Edward, who might 
easily have complied with all that was demanded of him, was 
prevented by the Despensers from making the journey; they 
felt that they were safe neither in England nor in France with-

Iaabella goes out him. Isabella, freed from her husband's company, em
~~~oe, bittered against the Despensers by the measures of precaution 

and forma 
a league 
against her 
husband. 

which they had taken against her influence, and jealous of their 
ascendency over the king, found a lo~er and a counsellor in the 
fugitive Mortimer 8. A deliberate plan for the overthrow of 
the Despensers was formed in France. The kiog's ambassadors, 
Stratford, Ayermin, Henry de Beaumont 'J whom he had rashly 
trusted, fell in with the design. The earl of Kent joined them. 
Edward the heir of the kingdom, the king's eldest son and earl 
of Chester, to whom, in the hope of avoiding the required 

I Blaneforde, p. 141; T. de la Moor, p. 597; Ohr. Edw., ii. 305. 
• June 23, 1324; Blaneforde, p. ISO. 
S On the relations of the queen and Mortimer the chroniclers of the time 

are very reticent; • suspecta fuerat familiaritas ••• prout fama publica tes· 
tabatur ;' Ann. Lanercost, p. 266; Wals. i. 177; • eam illicitis complexibus 
R. de Mortuomari devinctam;' T. de la Moor, p: 598. According to tbe 
annals of Lanercost, Hugh Ie Despenser wished to obtain a divorce for 
Edward; p. 254. Froissart, liv. i. o. 23, is scarcely more positive. Aves
bury says that Mortimer • se oum dicta domina Isabella, ut facta secretius 
non dioenda taceam, alligavit ;' p. 4. 

• Tbeywere commissioned Nov. 15, 1324, and again May 5, 1325; Foed. 
ii. 579, 597. Stratford advised tbat the queen should be sent, and Edward 
reported thia to the pope, March 8, 1325; Foed. ii. 595. . 
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homage, the hapless king had made over his foreign' estates 1, Tho young 
was sent to France to perform the ceremony: but no /ilooner had !dF:::nt 
he reached his mother's side than he became her facile tool. 
By negotiating for him a marriage with a daughter' of the 
count of Rainault. she obtained an escort and force for the 
invasion of England. Whether at that time she and her more 
intimate counsellors entertained any deeper design against the 
king can hardly be determined. The English bishops and earls 
were not likely to commit themselves to overt treason. And 
the later events seem to indicate that the spirit' or"hatred and 
revenge grew stronger in her and Mortimer as their scheme 
p~ospered. 

Edward meanwhile was holding session after session of par- Edward'.' 

1• '1 f ... . futile lament, counci a ter council 2, 10 which no bUSiness was. done, mOBBUl"89. 

d . . d fl hi h h bi '3'3-13.6-an summonmg armies an eets w c e was una e to pay, 
and which were dispersed as soon as they were assembled, 
Henry of Lancaster, the brother of earl Thomas, now earl of' 

, Ponthieu was transferred Sept." 1325; Foed. ii. 607; aud Aquitaine 
On the loth; ibid. 608. The young Edward sailed on the 12th; ibid. 609; 
ParI. Writs, II. ii. 276. On the 18t of December the king had heard that. 
the queen and ber son refused to return to him; Foed. ii. 615. 

• On the 20th of November, 1323, Edward summoned the barons and 
commOns to meet at Westminster Jan. 20,1324; and ordered the prQoo 
vinoia! convocations of the clergy to be beld at London and York the same 
day. The bishops, except one, were aummoned to the convocation, not to. 
the parliament; Parl. Writs, II. i. 286-288. But on December 26 the 
writs were issued in the usual form for a parliament of the three estates 
On the 23rd of February; ibid. 289; and the convocations were conse
quently discharged; ibid. 291. It was in this session, which lasted until 
March 18, that the king made a vain attempt to obtain an aid for the· 
ransom of the earl of Richmond, and to arraign bishop Orlton; Blaneforde, 
pp. 140,141. On the 9th of May, 1324, the sheriffs were Ilrdered to bring 
up all the knights of the kingdom to Westminster on May 30; ParI. 
Writs, II. i. 316. On the 13th of September the king summoned a large 
body of barons to meet On Oct. 20 at Salisbury, and on the 20th of Sep
tember directed the sheriffs to send two elected knights from each shire to 
the same meeting; ParI. Writs, II. i. 317, 318; but On the 24th summoned 
the same bodies to London on the day before fixed; ibid. The assembly 
of barons and prelates held June 25, 1325, is called a parliament, bu~ it 
contained neither the oommons nor the beneficed clergy; ParI. Writs, 
IL i. 328. On the loth of October, 1325, a parliament of the three estates 
was summoned to meet at West,minster, Nov. 18; ParI. Writs, IL i. 334· 
It sat until Dec. 5; ibid. i. 346. See Rot. ParI. i. 430 sq.: Wake. p. 277· 
And in 1326 the king summoned a council to Stamford for Oct. 13, for 
which day the archbishop had also called the oonvocation at London; ParL 
Writs, IL i. 349. . 
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The kiDg'. Leicester 1, notwithstanding the open hostility of the Despensers, . 
few sup-
parten!. and John of Warenne, sustained the government: the former 

was to be regent ion case the king was prevailed on to go to 
France, the latter was to be commander-in-chief if the king 
stayed at home. Walter Stapledon, the bishop of Exeter, who 
had been sent in the retinue of the young Edward to France, 
returned home as a fugitive from the vindictive malice of the 

Hi. alarm queen ~. There was no longer any doubt of an approaching 
::lo':. invasion. The king's measures did not reassure the nation; 

the stoppage of communication with the continent, the search 
of all the ships that came to Dover for letters, the threateneg. . 
outlawry of the queen and her son, the vain summons addressed 
to the contumacious ambassadors, the· issue of commissions of 
array under the view of the bishops s, the order that ~hey should 
equip themselves and their retainers, and preach sermons to 
animate the people for defence, seemed like the· straggles of a 

HelplB88ne .. drowning man. The Despensers, so mighty for aggression, were 
~!:::::"tAls. helpless for defence: their craft and selfish cunning was ex

emplified only in the retention of their hold on the king, with
out whom they could not hope to escape, and whom they would 
recklessly ruin rather than leave him free. 

J .. beIIa At length, on the 24th of September, 1326, Isabella landed in 
~':!'P~.I326. Suffolk, proclaiming herself the avenger of earl Thomas and the 

enemy of the Despensers '. In a proclamation issued at Wal
lingford, Oct. 15, she charged the Despensel"J! and Baldock with 
despoiling the church and crown, putting to death, disinheriting, 
imprisoning, and banishing the lords, oppressing widows and 
orphans, and grieving the people with tall ages and exactions. 
Not even now was any ulterior design declared; her purpose 
might not be more dangerous or less salutary than that of the 

1 M. MaJmesb. pp. 234-236; Chr. Edw., ii. 280--282. Leicester was 
somehow implicated in a charge of witchcraft practised against the king; 
but his name is not mentioned in the proceedings i Pari. Writs, II. ii. 269. 

• The queen's estates were taken into the king's hands by order given 
to the bishop of Exeter the treasurer, Sept. 18, 1324; Foed. ii. 569. 

• Pari. Writs, ;n. i. 665 sq., 741 sq., 748 sq.; Foed. ii. 564, 565. On 
the 12th of May, 1326, the bishops were ordered to equip themselves and 
their families for defence~ ibid. p. 627 i and on the 12th of August to 
preach sermons to the same effect i p. 637. 

• Foed. ii. 645, 646. 
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. ordainers; the king's brothers and his cousin of Leicester joined She is joined 

her; the bishops of Lincoln, Norwich, and Hereford obtained~:t'l.:,r;. 
for her supplies or money from their brethren, and her march 
was a triumph. The king, on the news of her landing, after Affairs in 

applying in vain to the Londoners for a force, hurried into the London. 

West of England; only two earls, Arundel and Warenne, held 
by him. Archbishop Reynolds, who with Stratford, Stapledott, 
and a few others remained in London, at first attempted to in
timidate the invaders by publishing, on the 30th of September, 
the bulls of excommunication which the pope had launched 
against the kings enemies, that is, the Scots 1. Stratford, 
clinging to the old idea that in such cllses it was the office of 
the clergy to arbitrate, offered to mediate, but found no one 
willing to share the risk, and, when the proposal failed, obeyed 
the summons of the queen. Stapledon, on the 15th of October, 
fell a victim to the violence of the citizens. The archbishop fled 
into Kent to await the issue; aithough he was indebted for every-
thing to Edward, he was already committe a to the queen. . 

Unable to defend himself, the king fled first to Gloucester. Flight of 

Pursued thither, he passed into Wales, Rnd thence tried to EdW&lU. 

escape to Ireland. Failing in this, he took refuge at Neath 
Abbey, and there offered to treat with his wife. She had The queen'. 

• ma.rchto 
marched by Oxford, where OrIton preached rebelhon before the Bristol. 

University on the text' My head, my head I ;' by Gloucester, 
whllre the lords of the north and of the marches joined her; by 
Berkeley, where she restored the castle to the rightful heir 
whom the Despensers had dispossessed; to Bristol, where she 
arrived on the 26th of OctoLer. There she avenged earl Thomas 
by hanging the elder Hugh Ie Despenser, and there the ultimate 
purpose of the invasion was made known. Young Edward was~ ... 

. h k· tionof the same day proclaimed guardian of the realm, whlCh t e mg Regency, 
oct. 26,1326. 

had deserted, and was accepted by the assent of the assembled 
magnates in the name of the communityB. On the 16th of 

• Ann. Paulini, Chr. Edw., i. 315. 
• • Caput meum doleo,' 3 Kings iv. 19; T. de la Moor, p. ';99; Chr. Edw., 

ii·3 IO• 
• Foed. ii. 646. The archbishop of Dublin, the bishops of Winchester; 

Ely, Lincoln, Hereford, and Norwich, the earls of Norfolk, Kent, aild 
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. November the king,.with Hugh Ie Despenser the younger and 
the' chancellor Baldock, was captured. Hugh, on the 24th, 

Execution.. suffered the death of a traitor at Hereford. At the same place, 
on the -17th, the earl of Arundel had been beheaded by order of 
Mortimer. Baldock remained in the custody of Orlton. until 
his death in the following spring. . The king himself was re
served for more elaborate and protracted torture. The finishing 
stroke of the revolutioD, was to be given by the parliament, 
which was to be held on the 7th of January, 1327. 

Parliament, This parliament was summoned in strict conformity with the 
Jan. 1, 1327. . 

precedent set in the parliament of York, in 1322; even the. 
forty-eight representatives of Wales were called np, to serve 
the cause of Mortimer as they had then been made to swell the 
party of the Despensers. The writs had been issued first by
young Edward at Bristol, on the 28th of October1, in. his 
father's name. They stated that the king wonld be, on the day 
named, December 15, absent from the kingdom, but that the 
business would be transacted before the queen and her son, as 
the guardian of the realm, by whom the writs were tested. 
After the great seal had been wrested from the king 2, new 
writs of more regular form had been drawn up, and on the 3rd 
of December the meeting was postponed to the 7th of January. 

Prooeedinga On that day the parliament met, the king being a prisoner at 
of the 
parliament. Kenilworth. But although the forms of the constitution were 

so far observed, the rest of the proceedings were as tumultuary 
• as they were revolutionary. An oath was taken by the prelates 
and magnates to maintain the cause of the qneen and her Bon s, 
Adam OrIton, the confidential agent of ?tfortimer, and the 
Leicester, Thomas Wake, Henry de :Beaumont. William la Zouche of
Ashby, Robert of Montalt, Robert de Morle, and Robert de Wateville, 
with others, by assent of the whole' commnnitas' of the kingdom elected 
Edward to be 'custos' in the name and by the authority of the king 
during his absence i ParI. Writs, II. i. 349. 

I ParI. Writs, II. i. 350. 
• On the ~oth the bishop of Hereford was Bent to demand the great seal 

from the king, who was then at Monmouth ihe brought it on the ~6th to 
the queen at Martley i on the 30th, at Cirencester, it was given tn the 
bishop of N omoh i Foed. ii. 646 i ParI. Writs, II. i. 349, 350. Stratford 
was made treasurer, but both he and the chancellor were superseded at 
the beginning of the new reign; Walsingham, i. 184. See p. 386. 

a ParI. Writs, II. i. 354. . . J 
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guiding spirit of the queen's .party, took vpon himself to lead 
the deliberations, an office which usually belonged to the chan-
cellor. He declared that if Isabella should rejoin her husband Orlton's 

she would b~ murdered by him, and begged the parliament to ~~J.':tion 
take a day to consider whether they would have father or son =~ 
to be king. The next day he put the question; various opinions 
were stated, but in the midst of a noisy mob of Londoners few 
of the kings friends ventured to speak, and the voice of the 
assembly declared unmistakeably in favour of his son. The The younger 

young Edward was led into Westminster Hall and presented::kiDg. 
with loud acclamations to the people 1. Four biRhops, William 
de Melton of York, John de Ross of Carlisle, Haymo Heath of 
Rochester', and Stephen Gravesend of London, w!lre bold 
enough to protest. The wretched archbishop Reynolds cried 
out that the voice of the people was the voice of God. Among' 
the lay lords none, so far as we know, had a word to say for 
Edward; but no doubt hatred of the Despensers, and fear of 
vengeance from one side or the other, stopped the mouths 
of many. The resolution thus irregularly taken was then put 
in due forlD. Six articles were drawn up by bishop Stratford, Sixarticlea 

containing the reasons why young Edward should be crowned ~~~!'I; 
king I. First, the king was incompetent to govern; throughout ~ 
his reign he had been led by evil counsellors, without troJlbling ~"::i~. 
himself to distinguish good from evil or to remedy the evil 
when he was requested by the great and wise men of the realm. 
Secondly, he had persistently rejected good counsel, and had 
spent the whole of his time in Unbecoming labours and occupa-
tions, neglecting the business of the kingdom. Thirdly, by 

1 A careful account of the proceedings is given by W. Dene, the Rochester 
notary, Ang. Sae. i. 367. • Vox populi vox Dei' seems to have been the 
archbishop'. thesis; this maxim is ancient;. see Alcuin, Epp. ed. Dt1mmler, 
p. 808; and Eadmer, Hist. Nov. lib. i. p. 29; it is quoted by William of 
Malmesbury, Gesta Pontificum (ed. Hamilton), p. 23; and in one of the 
lives of Becket, S. T. C. ii. J 36. The bishop of Winchester added, • cui 
caput infirmum, caetera memhra do1ent;' Or1OOn, 'Vae terrae cujus ~ex 
puer est;' Eccl. L 17. 

• W. Dene, p. 367. The bishop of Rochester however sang the Litany 
at the coronation; p. 368. . 

• See o.1OOn'. anBwerto the appeal laid against him in 1334; in.Twysden, 
Dec. Scriptt. c. 2765; Foed. ii. 650. 
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=the default of good government he b,ad lost Scotland,Ireland, and 
king. Gascony. Fourthly, he had injured the church and imprisoned 

her ministers; and had imprisoned, exiled, disinherited, and 
put to shameful death many great and noble men of the land. 
Fifthly, he had broken his coronation oath, especially in the 
point of doing justice to all. Sixthly, he had ruined the realm 
and was himself incorrigible and without hope of amendment. 
The charges were taken as proved by common notoriety, but 
the queen's advisers thought it wise to obtain from the king 
a formal resignation rather than to furnish a dangerous pre~ 

!:~him. cedent, and leave occasion for popular reaction. After two 
vain attempts to persuade Edward to face the parliament-the 
first made by two bishops 1 and the second by a joint committee 
of two earls, two barons, four knights, and four citizens chosen 
by the parliament-the three prelates who had had the chief 
hand in his humiliation, Lincoln, Hereford, and Winchester I, 

with two earls, two barons, two abbots, and two judges, were 
Bent to request his consent to his son's election. Edward 

:~~':,~cia- yielded at once. Sir William Trussell, as proctor for the whole 
homage. parliament, renounced the homage and fealties which the mem
Completion bers had severally made to the king 9; and Sir Thomas Blount, 
~the . 
depooition, the steward of the household, broke his staff of office ill token 
Jan. 20,13'7· h his had d . . d h t at master cease to reIgn. ThIS was one on t e 

1 ParI. Writs, II. i. p. 354; the two were Winche&ter and Hereford, 
who brought their answer on Jan. u; Ann. Lanerc. p. 257. 

• ParI. Writs, II. i. p. 354; T. do la Moor, p. 600; em. Edw., ii. 313. 
S Knighton, c. 2550; M. Malmeab. p. 2#; Chr. Edw., ii. 290. The 

words of renunciation were as follows: • J eo William Trussell, procuratour 
des prelatez, contez et barons et altrez gentz en ma procuracye nomes, 
eyant al ceo playne et sulfysant pouare, lea homages et fealtez a vous 
Edward roy d'Engleterre, come al roy avant cea mures, de par lez ditz 
persones en ma procuracye nomes, rend et rebaylle sus a vous Edward et 
deliver et face quitez lez persones avantditz, en la meillour manere que lez 
et costome donnent, e face protestacien en non de eaux, quils ne voillent 
desormes estre en vostre fealte, ne en vostre lyance, ne cleyment de vous 
come de roy riens tenir, Encz vous tiegnent des horse priveye persone S8.nz 
nule maner de reale dignite.' The last commission contained twenty.four 
members, the bishops of Winchester and Hereford, the earls of Leicester and 
Warenne, the barons Ros and Courtenay, two abbots, two priors, two jus
tices, two Dominicans, two Carmelites, two knights from the north of Trent, 
and two from the south, two citizens from London and two from the Cinque 
Ports; Ann. Lanero. p. a58; d. T. de la Moor, p. 600; Chr. Edw., ii. 313. 
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20th of January. Edward II survived his .deposition for eight ~rlt1 of 

months; but his doom was sealed from the moment of his~:' kiDg'o 
capture. So long 8S he lived none of his enemies could be 
Bafe; the nation was sure to awake to the fact that his fauIts, 
whatever they might have been, were no reason why they 
should submit to the rule of an adulterous Frenchwoman and 
her paramour. His death would rob the malcontents of a 
rallying point for revolt. He was murdered on the 21St of His death. 

• , • Sept. 1327. 
September,1337. HIS BOns reign was held to begin on the 
25th of January. 

The fate of Edward II suggests questions which are by no Ed~'o 
means easily answered; and the accuBations brought against~o=.nt. 
him by Stratford, although in themselves mere generalities on 
which no strictly legal proceedings could be based, probably 
contain the germ of the truth. Edward had neglected his royal 
work I, he had never shown himself sensible of the dignity and 
importance, much less of the responsibility, of kingship. He,His !,ogloct 

h d k • I him lf I di' . h h ofhiapoople. a ta en no pams to ma {e se popu ar, to mIDIS t e 
nnpopularity brought on him by the conduct of his servants, or 
by working for and in the face of hia people to encourage the 
feeling of loyalty towards his own person. Except his few dan. His.nnwioe 

• . .• chOIce of 
gerous favourites he had had no friends, none whom he had oervanta. 

tried to benefit; or if he had, as in the case of Reynolds, gone 
out of his way to promote _ servant, he had chosen his men 
with marvellous imprudence. He had thrown oft' all the busi- His indo
ness of state upon his favourites, had listeI!ed to no complaints lone&. 

against them, and had allowed them to commit acts of illegal 
oppression which he himself had neither will nor' energy to 
command. Ris vindictiveness, exaggerated probably by thel!io~die-

. tiveneaa. 
queen and her friends, was in itself largely to be attributed 
to the elder Despenser, who no doubt regarded the death of 
earl ThomllS as necessary to his own safety j but the death of 

1 • Ecce nunc rex noster EdwarduB sex aDDis complete regnavi.t. pee 
aliquid laudabile vel dig"llnm memoria hucnsque patravit nisi quod regahter 
nupsit et prolem elegantem regni heredem sibi suscitavi.t;' M. MalmeBb. 
p. 135; Chr. Edw., ii. 191. Of Richard and John even their enemies 
allowed that they lived and reigned • sata laboriose;' R. Coggesh. A.D. ' 
JI99,U16. 



Analogy 
between 
Adolf and 
Edward. 

COnIJtitutional Hiatory. [CHAP. 

~ rejected the counsels of the wise and acquiesced in those of the 
young, and never fulfilled the duties of a ruler. He had no 
wealth of his own nor friends ~ho would help him faithfully,' 
Seeing these defects, and more than twenty others, they had 
asked, and, all they said, obtained, papal permission to absolve 
him from the dignity of reigning. Each elector had his own 
reason: one said, 'king Adolf is poor in money and friends; he 
is a fool; the kingdom under him will soon fail in wealth and 
honour;' another said, 'it is necessary that he should be de
posed;' another proposed to choose the duke of Austria; another 
said, 'the counsel is sound, let it be done at once 1,' Among the 
more circumstantial charges were these: he had been useless and 
faithless to the interests of the empire, he had neglected Italy 
and the outlying provinces; he had failed to maintain the peace, 
and had allowed and encouraged private war; he had neglected 
good counsel, despised the clergy, contemned the nobles, and 
preferred mere knights in their place; and had served as a mer
cenary in the armies 'of Edward I of England 2. With the very 
act which absolved him from the dignity of government was 
coupled the nomination of his successor. 

But although this event must have been well known to the 
English lords, the analogy between the two cases may be merely 
accidental. Both serve to illustrate the truths that kings are 
not deposed until a rival is ready to take the vacant place, and 
that their sins are rather the justification than the cause of their 
rejection. 

1 ehron. -Colmar, ap. Urstis. ii. 57, 59; Pertz, Sor. xvii. 263, 264: 'sapi
entum consilia sprevit, juvenum consiliis acquievit, et regenda minime 
terminavit; divitias per se non habuit, Dec amicos qui eum vellent fideliter 
juvare.' • Adolfus rex pauper est in rebus pariter at amiois; stultus est, 
regnum sub eo breviter deficiet in divitiis et honore.' 

• TrithemiuB, Ann. Hirsa.ug. ed. MabiIlon, ii. 69, A.D. 1298: 'Primam 
depositionis ejus caUBam principes eo in tempore assignabant quod imperio 
esset non solum inutilis sed etiam infidelis, propterea quod imperii coronam 
sperneret, et Italiam, Lombardiam, et alias nationes sive provinoias imperii 
non ouraret, sed regnum manoum et infirmum per suam negligentiam 
redderet;' secondly, he had caused civil wars; thirdly, he had multiplied 
diets and practised extortion; fourthly,' quod principes regui persuperbiam 
auam contemneret, nobiles sperneret, clericos despiceret, omnia regni ne
gotia et maxime ardua non juxta consilia principum sed secundum proprii 
capitis judicium omnia disponeret ;' fifthly. he had served under Edward I; 
and si:s;thly, ha.d encouraged the robb~ knights. 



1VL) Ca/Uu of Revolution. 

H we ask how Edward came to be so entirely deserted, the CaUBeOofth. 

answer is not hard to find. The DeBpensers had alienated all ~-:::.~ of 

hi. friends; and, when the Despensers had fallen, the energy of 
his enemies left those who might have returned to his side no 
time to reunite around him. There W81'8 at least three parties Em,ting' 

in the baronage: one which hated the king and heartily sym- partiea 

pathised with the queen and Mortimer, the party of which OritoD. 
1VM tbe Bpokesman, and wbo were the agents ia the murder of 
the king. A second party believed itself bound to avenge the 
death of Lancaster; and this included the earl Henry of Leicester 
hie brother, and the northern lords. A third simply hated the 
Despensers, and were not likely, on constitutional grounds, to 
love the new rulers; but they had no time to think, no power, 
if they had the will, to save the king. The people in general ~e people 

were misled, for no paina had been spared to spread every sort waled 

of calumny against Edward; they were told that the pope ab-
solved them from their allegiance, that the queen W8AiJ an injured 
wife, the king an abandoned wretch, an idiot and a cha.ngeling. 
The citizens of London, foremost as usual in any work of aggres- VioIenoe 

sion, had, by the murder of bishop Stapledon, bound themselves i!:d~ne .... 
to the party of Mortimer. From the prelates alone some in
dependent action might be expected; and no doubt e.rchbishop 
Melton, and the three brave men who with him defied the 
threats of Mortimer and the cries of the London mob, had 
others who sympathised with them, but were disheartened by 
the cowardice of the archbishop of Canterbury. Reynolds, it Bad oonduct 

is satisfactory to know, died of shame for the part ,that he had b~';.., 
played. But Orlton, Burghersh, and Ayermin shared the triumph. 
of their party, and Stratford reconciled himse~ it would seem, 
to the patronage of the' queen and her lover by the thought 
that the liberty of the church and people had grown stronger 
by the change of masters. Yet among these men, as the later 
events showed, there was little unity of purpose. • Stratford, 
whose selfish fears were stronger than his gratitude,was some-
what of a ,statesman. He knew that be was unworthy of the ExCl1lIIO for 

king' B confidence, and his consciousness of his danger stimulated :~tfOrd 
his constitutional activity. Burgh~rsh had the wrongs of his Burghenh; 

VOL. no 0 C 
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uncle to avenge; otherwise he had little sympathy with the 
none for Lancastrians or with the defenders of the constitution. Ayermin 
Ayermin 
and Orlton. as the queen's creature, and Orlton as Mortimer's confidant, 

were without such slender justification as might be furnished by 
the fears of Stratford or the vindictiveness of Burghersh. It 
was to Orlton in particular that the guilt of complicity with 
the Icing's murder was popularly attributed, although in so dark 
and cruel a transaction his own firm and persistent denial must 

Continuity be allowed to qualify the not unnatu.ral suspicion 1. These 
of factions in d' . . h I f h d' . . d t . th~ next IVISlODS were te resu tot e party IVISlOns an cour lll-

reIgn. trigues of the reign, and they run on into the history of Edward 
III, in which we shall see Stratford, the champion of the con
stitutional administration, matched against Burghersh as the 
spokesman of the court and Orlton the agent of the queen; in 
which the house of Lancaster emerges as the mainstay of right 
government, and another Pembroke attempts to maintain the 
court influence as against church and baronage; whilst the 
marriage of the heir of Mortimer to the great-granddaughter of 
Edward II carries the hereditary right to the crown into the 
family of his bitterest foe, and thus leads to the internecine 

Adminis· 
tration of 
Isabella and 
Mortimer, 
1327-1330• 

The 
ministers. 

struggle between York and Lancaster. 
256. Isabella and Mortimer retained for four years their ill

gotten power, veiled at first by some pretence of regard for the 
national will and for the causes under which Edward had fallen. 
The boy king was crowned on the' 29th of January, 13272, 
taking the coronation oath in the same form as his father had 
done. On the 24th he had proclaimed his peace, and on the day 
of coronation he re-issued the proclamation 3: the lord Edward, 
the late king, had, of his own good-will, and by common counsel 
and assent of the prelates, earls, barons, and other nobles, and 
of the commons of the realm, removed himself from the govern
ment and willed that it should dev:olve on his heir; by the 
same advice and consent the son had undertaken the task of 
ruling. The bishop of Ely as chancellor, and bishop Oriton as 
treasurer, undertook the work of administration, and on the 3rd 

1 See Twysden's Soriptores, cc. 2763 sq. 2 Foed. ii. 684. 
I Foed. ii. 683. Cf. Avesbury, p. 6. 
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of February the young king met the parliament, which con- The acts of' 

tinued in session until the 9th of March. All that was done in ::..':';;'~27' 
it shows that, although the great seal and the treasury were 
secured by Mortimer's closest allies; the Lancastrian party was 
put prominently forward by the court as sharers with them in 
responsibility for .the recent acts. The first measure was to 
appoint a standing council for the king, containing four bishops, 
four earls, and six barons; of these a bishop, an earl, and two 
barons were to be in constant attendance upon him 1. In this The Conncil 

il H f L 
• of govern· 

counc enry 0 ancaster held the first place; he kmghted ment. 

the young king, and under his nominal guardianship Edward III 
spent the first few months of the reign. Of the other members, 
Orlton only was in the confidence of the queen; archbishop 
Melton had been faithful to the last ,to Edward' II; Reynolds 
and Stratford were indispensable, from their position and ex';; 
perience; the earls of Kent, Norfolk, and Warenne, were of 
royal blood; and the lords Wake, Percy, and Ros were all 
probably of the Lancastrian connexion. Sir Oliver Ingbam, 
the last of the number, was an: ally of Mortimer. As might be Reversal of 

• fueoo~ 
expected under Buch lD/luence, the next act was to reverse the against eaT! 

proceedings against earl Thomas, and thus qualify his brother Thorn .. ; 

to succeed to his great inheritance s. The petition of earl 
Henry for this act of justice was seconded by It long petition 
of the commons, 'la bone gent de la commune,' in which, not end oon· 

content with demanding the restoration of their friends and the :;~,,:tion 
enforcement of the sentence against the Despensers s, they Despensers. 

prayed for the canonisation of earl Thomas" and archbishop 
Winchelsey. A more practical measure was the statute founded Legislative 

on the remaining articles of the petition. This may be regarded, acto. 
, . 

I Knighton. c. 2556; Rot. ParI. ii. 52. The names are given in Leland, 
CoIl. ii. 476, from a Peterhouse MS. Henry of Lancaster was • in coro
natione regis per procerum consensnm regis custos deputatus;' Wals. i. 
192; Hemingb. ii. 300; Knighton, c. ,2553. 

• Rot. ParL ii. 3. 5; Foell ii. 684. Henry did not succeed to the earl
dom of Salisbury, which was claimed by the widow of hi. brother, and was 
afterwards given to William Mont&cute; but he had Lancaster, Leicester, 
Lincoln, and Derby. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 7; Statutes, i. 251'. 
, This proposal was revived from time to time, and it is even said br 

Walsingham to have been BucceBBful in 1390; ii. 195. ' 
C· C2 
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LegilIIa.tion in one aspect, as a reward for the good service done by the 
of '327. 

several estates during the recent troubles, and, in another, as 
an instalment of the advantages which were to be gained by 

Confirmation the commons during the new reign. Beginning 1 with the 
of the h hI' I . sted b h .. charterS. . statement t at t e egIs atlOn was Bugge y t e petition 

Petitions. 

Campaign 
against the 
Soots. 

Parliament 
at Lincoln. 

of the commons and completed by the assent of the magnates, 
the king, in the spirit of the coronation oath, confirms t.he 
charters with their adjuncts, and renounces the right, so often 
abused, of seizing the temporalities of the bishops. Having 
thus propitiated the clergy, he proceeds to forbid the abuse of 
royal power in compelling military service, in the exaction 
of debts due to the crown, and of aids unfairly assessed; he 
confirms the liberties of boroughs, and reconstitutes the office 
of conservator of the peace. . The twelfth clause substitutes 
a fine upon alienation of land held in chief of the king for the 
forfeiture which had been hitherto the penalty of alienating 
without licence. Other articles show that the !1dministration 
of justice had been impeded by the officers who ought to have 
enforced it. The act is on the whole creditable both to the 
parliament and to the government; there is nothing servile in 
the position of the administration; although most of the peti~ 
tions of the commons are granted, some are adjourned until the 
king comes of age, and some are refused downright. So far the 
reign begins with fair omens. The queen contented herself for 
the moment with an enormous settlement, which left to her son 
only a third of the crowp.lands to maintain his royal dignity. 

The breach of the truce by the Scots, and the somewhat 
inglorious campaign which gave the young king his first taste 
of war, occupied the summer of 132'1. and a parliament held in 
September, at Lincoln, furnished an aid of a twentieth to defray 
the expenses 2. Previous to this the merchants had granted 

1 Statntes, i. 255. 
2 The parliament was summoned Aug. 7; it sat from Sept. 15 to Sept. 

23; Lords' R~port, i. 492. The writ for collecting the twentieth is dated 
Nov. 23; Rot. ParI. ii. 425. A Bcutage was levied the same year; Record 
Report. ii. App. p. 143. The convocation of Canterbury at Leicester, 
Nov. 4, and that of York, Oct. 12. granted a tenth, at the solicitation of the 
earl ofLllncaster; Wilkins, Conc. ii. 538, 546; Wake, p. 279; Knighton, 
c.2553• 
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6 loan oC 6 mark on the lack and twenty shillings on the last, on 
the same pretext I. The young king was married to Philippa oC 
HainanU on the SI.th of January, 1328. Shortly after, inPeaoewith 
March, 1328,6 peace was negotiated with Scotland l , and the~~d, 
maITiage of the heir of Robert Bruce with the king's sister, 
accompanied by the formal renunciation by Edward of hia 
c4Ums over Scotland, put 6 stop for a few years to the bloody 
struggle. For thia arrangement it ia probable. that the queen. 
and Morlinler were mainly responsible, but the interest which 
the Lancastrian lords had in obtaining peace for their northern 
estates, an interest which appears in the negotiations of the late 
reign and somewhat affected the policy of earl Thomas, pre-
vented them from opposing it. This compact seems to have 
been the first thing that opened. the eyes of the nation to the 
disgrace of enduring the queen's supremacy 8. The greediness Un.JlOPu

with which both Isabella and Mortimer laid hold on the for_:.:;,o!.~e 
~ • 'MortimOJ: 
lelted lands of the Despensers showed that they were not 
exempt from the failing which had ruined the favourites. The 
murder of the late king was in common rumour laid to their 
charge; the council was unable to exercise any authority in 
eonsequence of their asSumptions; and the government, newly 
formed as it was, showed signs of disruption. Orlton, in the Changes in 

b the ministrr· .ummer of 1327, had been succeeded at the treasury y 
Burghersh, who, on the 12th of May 1328, received the great 
teal on the bishop of Ely's resignation'. Orlton further in. 
curred the royal displeasure by obtaining for himself, whilst at 
Avignon, a papal provision to the see of Worcester&, which the 
king had already filled up. On the death of Reynolds, which 
occurred two months after that of Edward II, an attempt was 

1 Customers' Inrolled Accounts, Rot. I: on the information of Mr. 
Hubert Hall. 

a March I, 1328; Foed. ii. :r30; Rot. ParI. ii. 442. . 
• AveBbury, p. 7, calls it • pllCem turpem;' cf. Walsingh .. m, i. 192 ; 

A. Murlmuth, p. 55. The Lanercoat ChronicleI' describes the earnest 
deaire of the northern countiea for peace; p. 2+9; but ascribes the peace 
itself to the queen and Mortimer; p. 261. 

• Foed. ii. 7u, 7+3. Bishop Charlton of Hereford succeeded at the 

Treasury. ~ • his t rat't' • Foed. ii. 736: he was .orglven and admitted to empo 1 le8 
March 5. 1328 i Foed. ii. 733-
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made to force Burghersh into the primacy, but this failed, and 
Simon Mepeham, who succeeded, was more of an ecclesiastic 
than a statesman. Stratford, the most powerful adviser of the 
constitutional party, was still excluded from office. 

The earl of Lancaster was weary of his position: he had 
had no personal hatred to the late king, and was shocked at 
his cruel death i he was conscious that the government de
pended mainly on his support, and yet that Mortimer was 
using him for his own 'Bnds, and he was not allowed any inter~ 
course with Edward. In the winter of 13281 he made an 
effort to throw off the yoke: he refused to attend a parliament 
held in October at Salisbury, and found himself supported by 
the earls of lrent and Norfolk, bishops Stratford and Gravesend, 
the lord Wake, and many others'. The avowed object of the 
rising was to deliver Edward from the hands of Mortimer, to· 
restore the power of the council nominated at the coronation, 
and to bring to account the negotiators of the peace with the 
Scots 3. The court took alarm, and Edward, at Mortimer's 
instigation, began to move about the country with an armed 
force. To stop this, Leicester, on the 17th of December, sum
moned his friends to London for deliberation·. Whilst they 
were, on the 2nd of January, making their preparations, Mor
timer was acting, and, on the 4th of January, occupied the earfs 
town of Leicester, and ravaged his lands". The earl encamped 
with his supporters at Bedford, where he expected to meet Mor~ 
timer, but, being deserted by Kent and Norfolk, he complied 
with the urgent advice of Mepeham, the new primate, and 

1 There were four parliaments in 1338: (I) at York, Feb. 7-Mareh 5, 
in which the truce with the Scots was eoncluded: (3) at Northampton, 
April 34-May 14, in which the truce was confirmed, and the statute of 
Northampton passed: Statutes, i. 357; (3) at York, July 31-August 6; 
(4) at Salisbury, Oct. 16-31. The las~ Wall adjourned and sa~ at West:. 
JIlinster, Feb. 9-33, 1339; Foed. ii. 753, 756; Lords' Report, i. 493. 
. • The earl of Lancaster stopped at Winchester instead of going to Salis
bury: A. Murimuth, p. 59. Nov. II, Stratford was summoned before the 
king for leaving the parliament of Salisbury without permission; Foed. 
ii. 753. 

• The articles of complaint are given by Barnes, p. 31, from a C.C.C. MS. 
• .W. Dene, Ang. Sac. i. 369. 
I Knighton,o. 3554; Chron. Edw. i. 343, 34~' 
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made terms. Mortimer was not satisfied with the humiliation 
of his greatest competitor. The minor conlederates had to save 
themselves by flight; heavier punishment was prepared lor the 
greater offenders. The earl of Kent, persuaded, it was believed, Mo~er 
by Mortimer's agents, that his brothel' was still alive, was :::~';'::.~ 
d . I hich· M . I d d earl of Kent, rawn . mto a pot, w ortimer was p ease to regar as Mar. '330. 

treasonable, for a restoration. He showed him no mercy. In 
a parliament which met at Winchester on the 11th of Marcht 
1330, he arrested him, had him tried by his peers, and be-
headed on the 19th 1. Lancaster saw that he must be the next 
victim. He determined to force the young king to emancipate 
himself. Edward was already chafing under the restraint; the 
earl opened his eyes to the unparalleled insolence of Mortimer, 
who in his prosperity was copying the demeanour of Gaveston 
and the Despensers. In the following October Edward, at N ot- Fall of 

tingham, arrested Mortimer', and brought him up to London, ~.:'t.,,:;~. 
where a parliament met on the 26th of November. A heavy Charges 

list of charges was laid against him: he had set aside the againet him. 

council of regency, was guilty of the murder of Edward II, had 
used violence in the parliament at Salisbury, and led the king 
against the earl of Lancaster as .an enemy, had conspired for 
the death of the earl of Kent, had procured gifts of crown 
lands, had contrived to raise a force illegally, had summoned 
service for Gascony, caused discord between the king and queen, 
had taken the king's trea~ure, bad appropriated £20,000 paid 

1 • Absque communi consensu i' Knighton, c. 2555; Ann. Lanerc. p. 265: 
Avesbury, p. 8 i A- Murimuth, p. 60 sq. The parliament was summoned 
Jan. 25, 1330, and sat from M .... ch II to March 23 i Lords' Report, i. 493. 
Edward reported his uncle's execution to the pope March 24; Foed. ii. 783; 
Mortimer confessed before his death that the earl was innocent; Rot. ParI. 
ii. 33; but the archbishop of Y otJ<, the bishop of London, and others, after 
the death of Mortimer, took out pardons for their complicity with the earl 
of Kent i ibid. 54. Cf. Foed. ii. 802 i Rot. ParI. ii. 443. 

• Notice of the arrest of Mortimer, Sir Oliver Ingham, and Sir Simon 
Bereford was given to the sheriffs, Oct. 22 i Foed. ii. 799. The parliament 
crJIed Oct. 23, 1330, sat Nov. 26-Dec. 9; Lords' Report, i. 492. The 
record of the charges against Mortimer and the murderers of Edward II 
is in Rot. ParI. ii. 52 sq., 255 sq. Cf. Knighton, c. 2556; A. Murimuth, 
pp. 66, 67. The statute passed in this parliament renewed the law of 
28 Edward I on purveyance, ordered annual parliaments, and renewed 
the statute of Lincoln 9 Edward II, about the qualifications of sheriffs i 
Statutes, i; 263 sq. • 
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oy the Scob, had acted as if he were king, had exercised 
cruelties in Ireland, and had intended to destroy the king's 

His death. friends. The unhappy man was condemned by the 11l!'dS 
Noy. >330-

without a hearing and hanged on the 29th of November. The 
queen was compelled to surrender the possessions which on OBe 

plea or another she had obtained, and put on an allowance 
~~f of three thousand pounds a year. On the 28th of November 

Burghersh was removed from the chancery; Stratford succeeded 
him t, and the archbishop of York returned to the treasury; 
William Montacute, the king's confidantS in the attack on 
Mortimer, was made earl of Salisbury. From this time Edward 
ruled as well as reigned. 

General; 257. His first few years were a. period of quiet eonsti
~ ~ tutional progress, and in this respect were a fair specimen of 
Edward III. the general tenour of the reign. The constitutional side of the 

national life is not illustrated by the career of Edward in nearly 
so strong a. light as the military and social sides. But, as it is 
llcarcely necessary to observe, at different periods of national 
growth not merely social institutions, but wars, commerce, 
literature, sometimes even art, give colour and form to the 
externallife, There 'll.re periods at which the history of its 
wars is the true history of the people, for they are the disci
pline of the national experience. And this is very much the 
4l&Se with the reign of Edward TIL H the glories and suffer
ings, and the direct results of these glories and sufferings, be 
taken out of the picture, little remains but a dull background 
of administrative business: and yet in that dull background 
may be discerned the changes that connect two of the most 
mtieal-Bcenes of English history, the tragedies of Edward II 
and Richard II. A reign of fifty ~ars must moreover contain 
more than one crisis; and the growth of a nation during so 
long a period must supply some points of contrast at the be-

l Nov. 28; Foed. ii. 800. Robert Wodehouse, archdeacon of Richmond 
and Chancellor of the Exchequer, presided at the treasury between the 
resignation of Charlton, Sept. 16, and the appointment of Melton on the 
,8th of November. . 

" Besides Montacute, three Bohuns, Sir Robert Ufford, afterwards earl 
of Suffolk, the lords Stafford, Clinton, and Nevwle of Hornby assisted j 

. Barnes, p. 47 j Rot. ParI. ii. 56. • 



1VJ.] Edward IlL 393 
ginning and the end. But although this ia true, and it is Character of 

further me tha~ towards the end of the reign we come into. the reign. 

Tie", of new and powerful influences which alter the complexion 
of later hiawry, and warn UB that we are passing from medieval 
to modem life, the general features of the period do Bot require 
deiailed description. If due regard be given to the point of 
growth which England had reached under Edward I and. 
Edward TI, the interest of the I'eign of Edward ill ia scarcely 
proportioned to ite lcngth. If on tlje other hand the interest 
of the more modern developments be allowed to outweigh that; 
of the earlier growth and eontinnity of our institution&, if 
modem history be regarded as beginning with the distincteJl 
appearance of modem forms of thought and government, the 
reign of Edward TIl requires, as 8. starting.point, a. minute 
study involving 8B examination of much that we have a.lready 
explored. In the present work we have regarded the history 
from the former point of view; and we continue to look for~ 
ward, taking note of the new influences, as they arise, and 
leaving the older ,ones, when they have done their work, to 
the doma.in of archaeology. 

Edward ITI was Dot a statesman, a.lthough he possessed some Character of 

qualifications which might have made him a. successful on~ EdwardW. 

He was a warrior; ambitious, unscrupulous, selfish, extrava-
gant, and ostenta.tious. Hia obligations as a. king sat very 
lightly on him. He feU himself bouDd by no. specia.l duty 
either to maintain the theory of royal supremacy or to follow 
a policy which would benefit his people. Like Richard I he 
valued England primarily as a source of supplies 1, and ~e saw 
no risk in parting with prerogatives which his grandfather 
would Dever have :resignetl Had he been without foreign 
ambitions he might have risen to the dignity of a. tyrant or 
tunk to the level of a. voluptuary. Rut he had great ambition IDs energy. 

and 8B energy for which that &n1bition found ample employ. 
ment. If on the one side the diversion of his energy to foreign 

I Yet he say., 'BlIl" toutes autreo terret!J et pays Ii ad i1 plu. tendrement 
au ceer sa terre d'Engleterre, quele luy ad eate .•. plus delit"ble, honeote 
et profitable qe Ru! "aVe.' See the Chancellor's speech in 1366; Rot. 
ParI. ii. 289_ • 
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wars was to the benefit of his people, on the other it was pro~ 
ductive ,of an enormous amount of suffering. The general 

R .. ults on history of the reign is thus full of strong contrasts. The glory 
England of 
Edward'. and the growth of the nation were dearly bought by blood, 
w ..... 

treasure, and a.gony of many sorts. The long war which began 
under Edward placed England in the forefront of Christendom; 
it gave hera new consciousness of unity and importance, and 
exeroised, even while it exhausted, her powers. It enabled 
her leading men to secure, one by one, steps in advance which 
were never retraced, ,and to win concessions from Edward which 
he was unable or did not care to estimate at their' true value. 
Hence whilst Engla.nd owes no 'gratitude to the king for pa
tdotism, sagacity, or industry, she owes very much to the reign. 

Reasons of Much however of the glory of the reign, on which later his .. 
his hiato . cal 
reputatio":., torians loved to dwell, was due to retrospect, and to a retro-

spect taken through the medium of Froissart's narrative. 
Edward was the last of the great kings who governed England 
with a safe tl.nd undisputed title, the patriarch of the great 
houses which divided and desolated the land for a century; 
and it had not yet become clear that the present evils, which 
caused men to look back upon his age as an age of gold, were 
all result~ of his foolish policy and selfish designs. The writers 
of his own country and date, whilst they recognise his great
ness as a warrior, describe the state of his kingdom in language 
which conveys a very different impression from that which is 
derived from the reading of Froissart;; A king whose people 
fly from his approach \ a king overwhelmed with debt, worn 
out wi.th luxury, the puppet of opposing faction~, such as 
Edward in his latter years became, is a very different thing 
from the gentle, gay, and splendid ideal king of chivalry. 

a Archbishop Islip writes, '0 scandalum ,tibi regi et toti populo Angli. 
eano quod tali .. accidunt in tuo .. dventu; Fy, fy, fy, heu, heu, heu, quod 
hujusmodi fieri permittuntur cum quasi per universum orbem tali .. de te 
praedicantur ••• N ec mirum quod lamentationes et suspiri .. fiunt in .. d· 
ventu tuo ••• Erubescere enim potest tot.. gens Anglican .. h .. bere regem 
in cujus adventu populus contrist .. tur communiter et in recessu suo l .. ete
turj' Speculum Regis, co, 3,4; MS. Bod!. 6~4. Simil .. r l .. nguage, ad
dressed to Edward II, is given in M. Malmesb. p. 173; ebron. Edw. 
ii.244· 
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For several years after the fall of Mortimer the country was The early 

fairly governed. Edward's ambition, although since x3 28 hei..-:;oftho 
had entertained the idea of claiming France in right of his 
mother, was still fixed on the reduction of Scotland; and the 
parliaments supplied him with money in moderation. Occa-
sionally ~ome petition of the commons betrays some social 
uneasiness; the abuses of purveyance, the malpractices of 
officials, the royal claims to exact taJIage 1 and to extend the 
customs on merchandise, had survived the stringent legislation 
of the Ordinances and of the statutes founded upon them; and 
now and then a favourable answer is given to the request for 
redress, although it takes the form of a promise to amend the 
proce88 of the executive rather than of. distinct legislative 
enactment. But. the country was growing rich and could Edward 

afford to be liberal, and Edward had not yet either feIt theu::::r 
jealousy of power on his own part or provoked the same feeling ~':,r~ 
in his parliaments. He was willing to ask their advice in mst.tUtiODB. 

1331 I as to the conduct of his quarrel with France, and in 
1332 a as to the proposed crusade. Nor is the request ad-
dressed, as might be expected, to the magnates only; the 
knights of the tiliire are especially mentioned as deliberating 
apart on these and the like question~. The definite and final 
arrangement of parliament in two houses must be referred to 
this period and to the fact ~at such deliberations had become 
a reality'. It was not. now merely to determine. the amount 

1 Ed ward ordered the collection of a fourteenth of moveables, and ninth 
of revenue by way of tallage, June 35, 1332; Foed. ii. 840; Rot. ParI. ii. 
446; but recalled the order in the next parliament; Rot. ParI. ii. 66. In 
1333 he raised a subsidy on his sister's marriage, by separate applibations, 
admitting no excuse; Foed. ii. 853, 853. See on this point § 375, below. 

• The parliament of 1331 sat at Westminster Sept. 3a-Oct. 9; Lorda' 
Report. i. 493; Rot. ParI. ii. 60; Statutes, i. 365. 

• Three parliamenta were called in 1332; they sat March 16-21, and 
Sept. C)-U at Westminster; and Dec. 3-IJ at York; Rot. ParI. ii. 64-68. 
The second granted a fifteenth and tenth; Foed. ii. 845; Rot. ParI. ii. 66, 
447; Knighton, c. 3560. The clergy were not asked for money between 
1329 and 1333, the pope having granted the king a tenth for four years ; 
Waka, p. 382; Foed. ii. 786, to be divided between king and pope. 

, In 1331 the chancellor asked whether the estates wonld prefer war or 
negotiation; they chose the latter; Rot. ParI. ii. 61; the prelates, earls, 
barons, and other magnates deliberated • nniement et chescon par lui 
severalment.. In the tint parliament of 1332 the prelates and proctors 
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of a. money grant that the several estates acted freely and de
liberated independently. The general consultative voice that had 
belonged to the witenagemot, to the royal council 'of magnates, 
and to the assemblies of tenants-~-chief, would appear to have 
been now recognised as belonging to the whole body of par~ 
liament and to each of its members. 

War with Scotland occupied the attention and gave scope for the warlike 
~~~s. energy of the king from 1332 to 1335 1• It was the assistance 

which Philip of Valois lent to the Scots that finally determined 
him to ellgage in the great war on which his reputation rests. 

RelatiOllJl In 1328, on the death of Charles IV, he had asserted his 
:;;:.~'" right to succeed him, & right which could be sustained only 

by a. series of assumptions parallel with those put forward 
by Lewis in 1216 to the throne of England. But by doing 
homage to his rival in 1329 he had really withdrawn the 
claim; although that withdrawal might be renounced as a. 
measure taken under the pressure of Mortimer and Isabella. 

Division of The breach of the peace came from Philip who, not content 
the guilt of 
the war. with protracting a series of irritating and unmeaning negotia-

Philip 
began it. 

tions about old quarrels, had conceived the notion of using the 
Scots as. a. thorn in the side of England and of winning Gascony 
by battles fought on Briti,sh ground. After continuing in spite 
of remonstrance to supply the Scots with ships and men, and 
disregarding the entreaties of thll pope that he would lDake 

sat by themselves, and the earls, barons, and other ma"onates by them
selves'; the resolutions of the earls, barons, and magnates were read before 
the king, prelates, knights and • gents du commun,' and agreed to. In 
the September parlia.ment the earls, baron., and other ma"anates sat 
together; the ppelates by themselves, and the knights of the shire by 
themselves; Rot. ParI. ii. 66, 67- In 1341 the lords and commons sat as 
two houses; ibid. p_ 137-

1 The following is the list of the parliaments for these years:-
1333, Jan. 20-36, at York; an adjourned session of the parliament. of 

December, 1332; Rot. PaPl. ii. 68, 1i9. 
133+, Feb. 3I-MaPCh 2, at York; Rot. ParI. ii. 376-

Sept. 19-23, at Westminster; whioh granted a fifteenth and tenth; 
Knighton, o. 3565; Foed. ii. 895; Rot. ParI. ii. 447; Record Rep. 
ii. 146.' 

In 1334 the oonvocatioB of Canterbury, on Sept. 26, and that of Y OI"k, OB 
Oet. 34, granted a tenth; Wake, p. 284; Wilko Cone. ii. 576-578. 

J 335, May 36-J une 3, at York; where a grant of hoblers and aPChers was 
made by the countie~, whioh was P8deeDled by money payments j 
Filed. ii. 911. . 
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peace for the sake of Christendom and the erusade, lie availed 
himself of the pretext that Edward WBB promoting the cause 
of Rohert of Artois, decla~d his determination to· help the 
Scots I, and proceeded to invade Gascony. Philip thus made Ed~ . 
the war inevitable; Edward by assuming the title of king 1)f~~~' 
France made the quarrel irreconcileable. Edward showed con' 
Biderable sagacity in preparing fol' the struggle. He BOntrived 
to obtain not merely the consent but the hearty sympathy of 
his people. He saw that, just as Philip could use Scotland, Prudell"'! of 

he himself might use the jealous neighbours by whom Philip :ci.=, 
was BUlTounded: Flanders especially might be turned to ac~ the war. 

count, for there the mercantile communities were at war with 
the feudal lords. The count of Flanders was an ally of Philip, 
the merchants were inclose counexion with the merchants of 
England, whose support the king courted for more reasons 
than one. Lewis of Bavaria and William of Hainault were 
hi. brother~in~law, and allies might be looked for in Spain, 
whose princes were willing enough to retain the English in 
Gui"enne a8 a barrier between themselves aud France. Brittany 
too, the rulers of which, since the Norman Conquest, had taken 
their place 8S lords of Richmond among the great feudatories of 
the English crown, nlight be made again a useful ally. 

Edward took time to form his alliances and to raise funds. His pre-
• paratiODB 

The records of the next few years are full of letters. of negotIa- '3.8-1338 

tion with foreign powers. The parliaments I showed themselves 

1 August 2"" 1336; Foed. ii. 944. 
• The parliaments of 1336, 1337. and 1338 were held:-

1336, March II-2O, at Westminster; one tenth and one fifteenth were 
granted; the Canterbury clergy granting their tenth in parlia
ment; Wake, p. 285; Record Report, ii. app. p. 147. The clergy 
of York granted two tenths May 6; Wilko Cono. ii. 584. 

Sept. 23-26, at Nottingham; one tenth and one fifteenth were 
granted; Record Report, ii. app. p. 147. 

~337, Feb. 9 and March 3, at Westminster. 
Sept. 26-0ct. 4, at Westminster; a tenth and fifteenth for three years 

were granted; ~ecord Report, ii. app. 148; A. Mnrimuth, p. 8~. 
1338, Feb. a-I"" at Westminster; one half of the wool 11'88 ·granted; Foed. B. 

IOU; Record Rep., ii.app. ISO; Reg. Pal. it'. 326; A. Mnrim. p.1I4. 
July 26-Aug. ii, at Northamptonl four merchants were summoned 

from each county to meet the council at the same time; Foed. ii. 
1051. See A; Mnrimuth, p. 86; Knighton, Co 2571. 

In 1336, besides the tenth granted in parliament, the clergy of Canter-
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!!e obtains ready to strain the resources of. the country to the utmost, and 
Of~!Fepathy even to share the responsibility for the war. Edward in 1337 
nation,. . . 

laId, before the nation ill the county courts 1 the detailed efforts 
which he had made for peace, and in 1338 declared his expedition 
to be made by the assent of the lords, but at the earnest request 

:!~ of the commons I. The parliament, at Westminster in March 
money, 1336. and at Nottingham in September 1336, granted successively 

two fifteenths from the barons and knights and two tenths 
from the towns; two tenths were also voted by the clergy s. 
In J337 the barons and knights gave a fifteenth and the towns 

~~fB on and clergy a tenth for three years. The imposts on wool had 
now reached such importance that the merchants again seemed 
likely to furnish the realm with a new estate; and Edward, 
justified by' the part which Flanders occupied in his plan of 
operations, revived his grandfather's expedient of dealing with 

!~J::noe the merchants collectively apart from the parliament. He 
::~o~ begal!1 to summon representative merchants to wait upon the 
of mati on. council; in May 1336 London and twenty-one other cities 

were directed to send four merchants each to Oxford; in 
June 105 were summoned by name to Northampton; and in 
September at Nottingham thirty-seven were ordered to meet 
the parliament. It need hardly 'be wondered that the result 
of these and the like deliberations was to increase the revenue 
from wool, to extend monopolies, and enlarge the privileges of 
trade; but the king required the advice of the merchants fre
quently as financiers, who, in the absence of the Jews and 
when foreign bankers were deservedly unpopular, might bring 
their experience to bear on the manipulation and outlay of the 

:Votes of\, aid
6 

revenue. Anyhow the votes of the parliament bear evidence 
lDWQO J33. 

of their- influence. In September 1336 was granted a custom 
of forty shillings on the sack of wool exported by denizens and 

bury. in convocation at Leicester. Sept. 30, and the clergy of York at 
Nottingham on the 33rd, granted a tenth j Wake, p. 285. In 1337. the 
clergy of Canterbury, Sept. 30, and the clergy of York, Nov. 13. granted a 
teuth for three years; ibid. 387 j Wals. i. 323; A. Murimuth, p. 83 j 
Wilkins, Cone. ii. 634. 

: Foed. !~. 989, 990, and again in 1340; ibid. I log. 
Foed. u. 1015. 

• Knighton, o. 25681 



XVI.] Firat Frene! EflJpeaition. 399 

three pounds from aliens l ; in March 1337 a statute forbadevotABof>337 
the importation of foreign cloth and the exportation of wool, fo't.,~ 
preparatory to the imposition of an additional custom t; but years. 

allowed foreign workmen to settle in the country' and offered 
them special privileges. In 1338 S the parliament gave the 
king half the wool of the realm, amounting to 20,000 sacks, 
and in r 339· the vote of the barons took the form of the tenth 
sheaf, the tenth fleece, and the tenth la.mb: in 1340 the com-
mons offered an aid of 30,000 sacks of wool. At a later period 
the same influence appears in the revival and regulation of 
the staples. 

Another permanent result of these preparations was the Orowthof 
revival of the fleet and of the measures for the defence of the !d::VY 
coast which had been taken by Edward I. Edward II had Edward 1lI. 

asserted his claim to the title of lord of the English seas 6, and 
the first fruit of the labour, so lasting and all important in its 
effects for England, was the victory won by Edward himself at 
Sluys on the 24th of June 1340. 

The opening events of the war were not encouraging, and the Firat .. 

enthusiasm of the nation was exhausted long before any succe88 ~~~,:. 
was obtained. The first expedition served, onl'y to show the king 
the narrowness of his resources and the apathy of his allies. He 
sailed on the 12th of July, 1338', and returned on the 21st of 

I Knighton, c. 2568. The grant of custom is not given in the Rolls, 
but an order forbidding .aport is in the Foed. ii. 943, dated Aug. 12; and 
the Nottingham parliament no doubt enacted the custom as a suppl~ 
mentary measure. See below, § 277· 

• Statutes, i. 280; A. Murim. p. 81; below, § 277. 
• Foed. ii. 1022, 1049, 1051, 105+ The wool was ordered to Antwerp, 

Aug. 7, 1338. 20,000 sacks were to be delivered, and the king in con
sequence issued some ordinances, July 12, 1338, one of whieh ordered the 
election of sheriffs by their own counties; Foed. ii. 1049. The prelates in 
parliament joined in the grant, and the two convocations, Oct. I, granted 
another tenth; Wake, p. 287; Record Report, II. App. ii. ISO. Of. A. 
Murimuth, pp. 8 ..... 86; Reg. Palat. iii. an;. Wilko Cone. ii. 6'5, 629. 

• In 1339 the parliament was called for Jan. 14 and held Feb. 3-17, at 
Westminster;. and Oct. 13-28, at Westminster • 

• The Flemish envoys in 1323 had acknowledged, 'ipse est dominus 
dicti maris;' Rot. Pat. 14 Edw. II. p. 2. m. 26 d.; Edward revived the 
claim: 'Progenitorea nostri reges Angliae domini maris Anglic~ circum
qU"'lue entiterint;' Rot. Scot. 10 Edward IlL m. 16, q,uoted In Selden, 
Mare Clausum, Opp. ii. J 400 •. 1326• 

• Foed. ii. 1060., 
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February', 1340; his thief exploit was the assumption of thE 
Ilameand anna of king of France 1; and he had incurred debt 
to the &mount of '£300,000. His son Edward, duke of Corn
wall, represented. him during his absence with the title of cust()! 
or guardian and called the parliaments in his name. 

:~f::t.. It was at the parliament of October 1339 that thenrst symp
:::~0D8 toms appeared of a disposition to make conditions before con
granting renting to II. grant. The whole assembly allowed that such 8 money. 
Oct. '339- grant was necessary, but the magnates, while offering the tenth 

Caution 
of tho 
Commons. 

Their 
demands. 

sheaf, fleece, and lamb, payable in two years, expressed a wish 
that the maletote, or additional customs imposed in 1336 and 
11337, might cease, that the guardianship of tenants-in-chiel 
might be given to the next blood-relation, and measures might 
be taken to prevent the mesne lords from being cheated of their 
rights of wardship I. The commons went further; they admitted 
that the king deserved a liberal aid, but doubted whether without 
consulting their constituents they could venture to make one; 
they prayed therefore that two knights girt with swords might 
be summoned from each shire to the next parliament, to repre
sent' the commons, and that no sheriff or other royal officer 
should be eligible. They in the meanwhile would do their best 
to prevail on theirconstitnents to be liberal s. They added six 
points on which they required redress, one concerning the male-
tote, and others touching the grant of amnesty for offences, 
arrears of debts and nnes, and a release from the customary 
aids and priees. The demand for a new election was acceded 
to, and the new parliament called for the 20th of January 
13404

• 

I As early as Oct. )" 1337, Edward used the title of king of France, but 
it is not found in any documents between that date and the 26th of 
January, 1340, when also he began to use the double regnal year ini 
ilating letters, and to bear the arms of France; Nicolas, Chronology of 
History, p. 318. On the 8th of February, 1340, he issued a charter 
'Of liberties to the French as their king; Foed. ii. 1109. IIII. The pope,i 
March 5, wrote to dissuade him from using the title; ibid. II17. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 104; Foed. ii. 1098. I 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 105. I 
• The three parliaments of 1340 sat from Jan. 20 to Feb. 19; fromi 

March 29 and April 19 to May 10; and from July 12 to July 26; each 
time at Westminster. The July session was held to determine the way' 
in which the grant of the Lent parliament could be best laid out; Rot.! 
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At this session, in which the lords renewed their olrer of th'e Parliament 

tenth sheaf, fleece, and lamb, an olrer was made by the commons ~~:,uary. 
of 30,000 sacks of wool conditional on the king's acceptance of 
a schedule of articles .presented at the time; and in any ease 
they olrered 2500 sacks either as an instalment of the larger 
gift or as a free gift if their conditions were not accepted 1. 

The articles of complaint were regarded by the officers of state The king 

as important enough to require the king's personal considera- :\:h.: :! 
tion, and he in consequence returned to England and met a new fu=t 
parliament attended by a large body of merchants, on the 29th 
of March. His personal solicitations proved elrective. Instead Large grants. 

of a tenth, a ninth sheaf, fleece, and lamb were granted by the 
prelates, barons, and knights of the shires for two years: the 
towns granted a ninth of goods; for the rest of the nation ·who 
had no wool and yet did not come into the class of town popu-
lation, a gift of a fifteenth was added: and besides all this a 
custom of forty shillings on each sack of wool, on each three 
hundred woolf ells, and every last of leatherS. As a condition (if Consider-

• atioD of 
the grant the king aecepted the petitions of the commons and petitioDil. 

ordered them to be referred to a. committee of judges, prelates, 
and barons, to whom were added twelve knights and six citizens 
and burgesses chosen by the commons. This body was to 
examine the articles and to throw into the form of a statute 
such of them as were to become law; the rest, which were 
of a temporary character, being left to the king and council. 
Upon these petitions were founded the four statutes olthe 14thFoor . 
year of Edward TIL The first of these S establishes the points :-:~: 
demanded in 1339, promises a eessation of the IDBletote, 
abolishes presentment of Englishry, forbids the sheriffs to con-
tinue more than one year in office, and restores the appointment 
to the Exchequer, thus reversing an order for the election of 
sheriffs in the county court which had been issued in 1338 and 

ParI. ii. 117 sq. See Foed. ii. 988. The convocation of Canterbury, Jan. 
27, and that of York, Feb. 2, granted a tenth, the latter for two years j 
Wake, p. 288; Reg. PaIat. iv. ~41; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 654. 

1 Rot. ParI. it 107 sq. 
• Rot. ParI.ii. 112; Statutes, I. 29t; Hemingb.ii. 354; A. Murim..P·93· 
• Statutes, i. 281 sq. 
VOL. II. Dd 
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1339 1
• It further attempts to remedy the evils of the decaying 

local' jurisdictions, the hundred and wapentake colirts which 
were let at ferm or held in fee; it limits the abuses of purvey
ance and extends the functions of the judges at Nisi Prius. The 
second statute 2 is of still greater importance and may perhaps 
be regarded as the most distinct step of progress taken in the 

Abolitionof reign. It orders not only that the present subsidy shall not be 
the royal • 
right of made an example for future lmposts, but that no charge or 
taIlage,l'J4° aid shall henceforth be made but by the common assent of the 

prelates, earls, barons, and other great men and the commons of 
the realm of England and that in parliament. Here the king 
accords that abolition of unauthorised tallages which had been 
forced on his notice in the 6th year of his reign s, and which he 
had then avoided by promising to impose them no more except 
in accordance with the custom of his predecessors. This act 
may then be regarded as the supplement to the confirmation of 
the Charters, the real act 'de tall agio non concedendo,' and 
the surrender of the privilege of taxing demesne lands which 
Edward I had retained as not expressly forbidden by the act of 

~and 1297. A third statute~ declares that the assumption of the 
otatutee. title of king of France shall never be held to imply the subjec

tion of the English to the French crown; and the fourth s, 
which was conceded at the· request of the clergy, defends them 
against the abuses of purveyance, of the royal right of presenta
tion to livings belonging to vacant sees and wards ofthe crown, 
and of waste during vacancies. 

Battle of Provided with money by these concessions, Edward left Eng-
Sluy". June 
24. '340. land again in June, won the battle pf Sluys, and in September 

concluded a truce with Philip of Valois. On his return, in 
November, he bro:ught about by his impatience the second great 
ministerial crisis of the reign. 

~::~i::- 258. The age of Edward III produced no really great minis
Stl'atfords. ter; and this fact has no doubt added to the exaggerated belief 

in the king's administrative ability. Since 1330 he had de
pended chiefly on the two Stratfords, John, who as bishop of 

1 Foed. ii. 1049. logO. 
, Statutes, i. 292. 

• Statutes, i. 289 sq. S Above, p. 395. 
• Ibid. i. 292 sq.;. Feed •. ii. Hal. 



XVL] Parties in 1340. 

Winchester had drawn -the indictment against Edward II, and The 

who in 1333 became archbishop of Canterbury, and Roberl ~~.;,!' 
his brother and archdeacon, who became in 1337 bishop of 
Chichester. The brothers had held the great seal alternately, 
and with two short interruptions, since the fall of Mortimer 
and the dismissal of bishop Burghersh. The archbishop had 
'taken the office for the third time in April 1340, and in June 
had made way for his brother, now chancellor for the second 
time. Bishop Orlton had quitted the field of secular prefer-,Retirement 
ment and devoted himself to the attainment of ecclesiastical of Orlton. 

promotion. Having in 1327 forced. himseif into the see of 
Worcester, in 1333 he obtained, in spite of the king's opposi-
tion and on the recommendation of the king of France, the ' 
rich see of Winchester. On the latter occasion Edward showed EdW&l'll 

. . . d 1 b ht . h b' h ti atremptB to some Spl1'lt, an an appea was roug agamst t e IS op or punish him, 

his share in the revolution of 1326 1:. the bishop defended him- '333-'334-

self successfully, but probably determined that it would be safer 
for him henceforth to avoid the responsibilities of ministerial 
life. Burghersh, after being out of office for four years, had 
been made treasurer in 1334 but superseded in 1337. Johnstr&tford 
Stratford however, as archbishop, chancellor, and president of~~r 
the royal council, was supreme in the treasury as well as in the palty. 

chancery. Both brothers were honest if not brilliant adminis
trstors; they had risen from a comparatively humble rank,. 
and, in the.struggles in which they had taken so aptive a part, 
had made enemies. The archbishop politically was the head. 
of the Lancastrian or constitutional party. Burghersh, on the Burghersh 

other hand, was the head or chief counsellor of the court party, the court. 

and with him Orlton was in close alliance; his antagonism to 
Stratford was perhaps chiefly a personal rivalry, although there 
are some indications that the old alliance between Pembroke 
and Badlesmere was continued in their representatives, and 
Lawrence Hastings, the nephew and successor of Aymer of 
Valence, had married a daughter of Mortimer. 

1 The proceedings taken against him in 1323 were annulled in the first 
parliament of Edward III; Rot. ParI. ii. -427. His defence in 133-4 is 
given in Twysden, Decem Scriptores, c. 3763. 
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Edward's difficulties in obtaining money, his lack of success 
in the war, and possibly Stratford's opposition to its continuance \ 
gave the archbishop's rivals their opportunity. They were 
helped 'by a strong anti-clerical party, which, owing to the ill
regulated and extravagant luxury of the court, strongly re-
sented the interfer!lnce of Stratford as a reformer of manners. 

He returns Prompted by these advisers 2 Edward, who had been obliged by 
from Franco t f li . fr h' fT ed suddenly wan 0 BUPP es to retITe om t e siege 0 ournay, return 
and removes • 
the ~to1'8 hastIly to England, unexpectedly landed at the Tower on the 
~"o~~~~' 30th of November, and on the following day removed from 

office s the chancellor bishop Stratford of Chichester, and the 
treasurer bishop N orthburgh' of Lichfield. The judicial bod'y 
fared worse; Richard Willoughby, who had until lately been 
the chief justice of the 'Bench, John Stonor, chief justice of the 
Common Pleas, and William Shareshull, a judge of the same 
court, together wit.h the chief clerks of the Chancery, and some 
of . the most eminent merchants, William and Richard de 180 
Pole, and with them the lord Wake, were arrested and im
prisoned. The archbishop who was at Charing, hearing of the 
arrest of the judges, betook himself to his palace at Canterbury 

~:v~~e~ as to a sanctuary. A curious controversy followed. Stratford 
king &nd the had bound himself to the merchants of Louvain for the pay-
archbishop. f th k' h d hE' ment 0 e 109'S debt to t em, an t ey at dward's mstiga-

tion insisted that he should be carried in person to Brabant· as 
security. The king on the 2nd of December summoned him to 
court; he 'sent an excuse which the king disregarded. The 

1 According to A vesbury, Stratford had resigned the Great Seal owing 
to his opposition to Edward's voyage in June, 1340; P.55. He received 
on the 21st of June an assignment, £3333 68. 8d., as wages for work done 
in the king's service a.broad, having on the 20th resigned the seal, on the 
ground of health; Foed. ii. 1126. The old seal was broken, and the new 
one given to hi! brother, the bishop of Chichester: ibid. 1129. 

• • Quidam de ••• regis secretariis ••• archiepiscopo, qui dicti domini 
regis patricius soleba.t qua.si ab omnibus nominari, plus quam decuit invi
dentes;' A veab. p. 71. The bishop of Lincoln and Sir T. (Geoflioey) Ie 
Scrope are mentioned by Birchington as the chief advisers of the attack; 
Ang. Sac. i. 21. 

S Aveabury, p. 71; Foed. ii. II41; Birchington, p. 20. 
• The earl of Derby had been left in Flanders in prison for Edward's 

debts; Foed. ii. 1143; and Edward had described hlmselfin 1340 as bound 
to return to Brussels, 'et demorer y come prisoun' until he could pay his 
debts; Rot. Pari. ii. IU. 



XVI.] bC'''MltOP Stratford. 

archbishop then replied in a course of sermons, in one of which, The arch. 

on the anniversary of S. Thomas the Martyr of Canterbury, he =.r;:. 
compared himself to the Saint, and justified the comparison :':::::. 
by a series of excommunications directed generally against the ~~,. 
breakers of the Great Charter. A few days later (Jan. 1,1341) 
he wrote in strong terms to the king on the unwarranted and 
illegal arrests, pointing him to the example of his father, 
threatening him with the fate of Rehoboam, and appealing to 
the judgment of his peers 1• On January 28 he wrote to the 
new chancellor that, as the conditions on which the clerical 
grant was made had not been fulfilled, he prayed him to. stay 
tbe collection ": he wrote the next day to the bishops to forbid 
it, and a day later to excommunicate offenders. Edward re-
joined in a sort of pamphlet addressed to the bishops and 
chapters of the province of Canterbury, and called a 'libellus Thelil>dl .. 

flllllosus,' dated Feb. 10 I. In this he declared that the arch-~e~;';,. 
bishop had been to him as a broken reed; he had disappointed 
him of the money granted by the parliament in March, and, by 
leaving him practically without funds, was answerable for the 
failure of the expedition which had begun BO auspiciously. He 
had been made a scom to friends and foes alike; and so, acting 
on good advice, he had determined on a searching investigation 
as to what had become of the money. Hence the arrest of the 
clerks, and the attempts to draw the archbishop out of his 
sanctuary. Now the contumacious prelate had declared that 
except in full parliament' he would not meet his king or speak 
to him. The rest of the letter, which is very disgraceful to Charges of 

Edward, is a tissue of violent abuse, in which the archbishop is ~ 
made answerable for all the gifts by which the crown has been S_ord. 

impoverished, and for the rash designs which the king has 
entertained since the beginning of his reign I. On the 18th of 

I 'N ous esteroma en toutz pointz a jugement de nos peeres salve touts 
lois l'estat de eeint egliBe de nous ei de n08tre ordre, sicome nous avoma 
escript einl cea henree;' Jan. I, 1341; Foed. ii. 1143; Hemingb. ii. 363. 

• Hemingb. ii. 368; Wilk. Cone. ii. 659, 660. 
• Hemingb. ii. 380; Food. ii. 1147; Ang. Sac. i. 23. 
, Letters ohafe conduct were issued Jan. 26; Food. ii. 1146 . 
• The cuatom of discussing public affairs in these long letters was coming 

into nse on the continent as well as in England, in the struggle between 
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February, William Kildesby the keeper of the privy seal, and 
one of Stratford's most persevering foes, appeared at Canterbuxy 
with the Brabant merchants, who publicly summoned the arch
bishop to go to Flanders aEf security for the king's debts. 

Stratford'. Stratford replied to this in a sermon on Ash Wednesday. In 
~n:.e:34l:. answer however to the king he wrote an elaborate letter :-he 

was not in office when the claims on France were first urged; 
he was not answerable for the king's difficulties; he had not 
received or detained the king's' money; the sum which was to 
be raised by the recent grant was pledged to the king's creditors 
before the grant was made; and he had had nOl!hare in the 
laviap. administration by which the crown was reduced to 

H. demands poverty. But. he had his own rights; and, saving his estate 
~~~1 his and order, he was ready to make answer before the king, the 

prelates, lords and peers, to f!lVery charge brought against him 1. 

The king replied in a weak and abusive letter, reiterating the 
general charges, but adducing no facts in proof of his statement. 

Parliament This letter is dated on the 31st of March s; on, the 3rd of that 
Bnmmonud. 

month the king had summoned a parliament to meet on the 
23rd of April; and on the 14th he had written his account of 
the matter to the pope 8. In the meanwhile on the 4th of De-

A l,a1 cember bishop Buxghersh had died; and on the 14th Edward 
Chancellor, 

had committed the Great Seal to Sir Robert- Bourchier, the first 
layman who undertook the office ?f Chancellor, and the Treasury 
to Sir Robert Parning, the chief justice of the King's Bench. 

Parliament, On the 23rd of April the parliament opened', and the usual 
April'3, 
1341. appointments were made of persons to receive the petitions; 

but the dispatch of business was postponed to the next day. 
The archbishop, on arriving at the door of Westminster Hall, 

Lewis of Bavaria and the pope. The word pamphlet may he used as 
equivalent to libellu8, on the authority of Richard de Bury, who was for a ' 
short time chancellor to Edward III; • sed revera Iibros non Iibras malui
mua codicesque plus dileximus quam fiorenos, ac panjletolJ elrigu08 pha
leratiB pra.etuIimus palfrldis;' Philobiblion, c. 8. Libellus famos/JII is 
however a recognised legal term. 

1 WilkinB, Cone. ii. 663, &0. 
I Foed. ii. II54; Wilkins, Cone. ii. 674. S Foed. ii. IIS3. 
, Rot. ParI. ii. 126. The writs of expenses were issued on the 18th of 

May; Lords' Report, i. 493; hut the business of parliament was not 
concluded until May 36; Rot. ParI. ii. 134. 



XVI.] .Archbishop StraiffJrd. 

11'&8 met by the king'. chamberlain, Sir John Darcy, and theThe 
steward of the household, Ralph Lord Stafford, and ordered :-:!:.':.iahop 

to present himself in the Court of E:k:chequer to hear the Esdlequer. 

charges made agaiDSt him. Mter an attempt to evade the 
order he obeyed, and, having heard the charges, demanded 
time for deliberation. He then entered the Painted Chamber 
where the parliament 11'&8 to meet, and found there only a few 
bishops, whom he addressed, teIling them of his purpose to 
clear- himself in fnll· parliament. As he was doing this the 
chancellor adjourned the session to the following day. Edward Edwanl 

however would not meet his injured friend; Stratford insisted~him. 
QD taking his OW'll place, and the business was impeded from 
day to day. On the 26th the parliament 11'&8 informed that Parliament 

the king purposed to continu.e. the war, and that means must ~~"!l"34" 
be taken for collecting the second year's produce of the last 
grant: the debates which arose thereon were adjqurned from 
day to day until the ~th of May, when the king appeared in 
person. During the whole time the archbishop had been strug-- Stratford'. 

gling to maintain his position.and right, and the barons watched peneversnoe. 

the contest with sympathetic interest. On the 26th 1 of April 
he had gone to the Exchequer and answered the complaints, 
tbus absenting himself from the parliament on the day when 
the session really began; and on the 11th, when he arrived at 
the Hall, he was ordered to attend again at the Exchequer 9. 

This he refused to do, ana made his way to the Painted 
Chamber where the hishops were sitting, and where the king 
was expected. Again Edward avoided meeting him, and sent 
OrIton B and Bourchier to urge him to submit. Orlton took 
the opportunity of denying that he was the author of the 
libellutl. The archbishop received his excuse without replying. 
_ On the following day the chamberlain and· other knights a~-
tacked him with violent abuse as he entered the Painted 
Chamber'; and he replied with the words and gestures. of 

1 Bot. ParI. ii. 127. • Birchington, pp. 38, 39· 
• Birchington, p. 39- Orlton was throughout the spokesman of the 

king. IUId was in that capacity convicted of lying; p. 40. 
• The servants respectfully forbade him to enter; he replie.d 'Amici 

mei, dominos mena rex me J ohannem archiepiscopnm ad hoc parliamentnm 
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his model, the martyr Becket. At length he forced himself 
into the chamber, the king retiring before him. The next 
day, Sunday, was spent by the king's agents in an endeavour 
to excite the citizens of London against him; on the Monday 
articles of accusation were laid before the commons. On the 
Tuesday, May I, he went again to parliament, and offered to 
clear himself; and on the 3rd of May 1 a committee of twelve 
lords was choseD to advise the king on the general question 
whether the peers were liable to be tried out of parliament. 
These lords, although, perhaps as a matter of policy, they re
fused to hear the archbiBhop'~ statement, reported on the fol
lowing Monday that on no account should peers, whether 
ministers or not, be brought to trial, lose their possessions, be 
arrested, impt'isoned, outlawed or forleited, or be bound to 
answer or judged, except in full parliament and before their 
peers II. Accordingly, on the '1th of May, when the king ar
rived, the archbishop found that, having the parliament on 
his side, he could afford" to be humble, and Edward, aware that 
unless he temporised he would get no money, determined to 
'be gracious; A formal reconciliation followed; the archbishop 
prayed that he might answer before the parliament, and the 
king graciously acceded s. And here the matter rested; for 
Bot only had Stratford won a personal victor;y, but the peers, 
acting at his instigation, had secured for their order a real 
privilege, which the events of the last reign, and of the early 
years of the present, had shown to be necessary. But the 
struggle which Stratford had so stoutly maintained determined 
the parliament to make still further demands. In answer to 

per breve suum vocavit, et ego major post regem, primam vocem habere 
debens, jura ecclesiae meae Cantuariensis vendico, et ideo ingressum istius 
camerae peto.' Then the lords attacked him, and a good deal of abuse and 
Dursing followed. . - . 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 127. 
• • Est avis as pieres de la ilerre, que toua les piers de la terre, officer ou 

autre, par cause de lour office, ne par nul autre cause, ne deivent estre 
menea en juggement, ne perdre lour temporaltez, terras, tenements, biens 
ne chateIx, n' estre &rastuz, ne emprisonez, outlagez, ne forajuggez, ne ne 
deivent respoundre, n'estre juggez, fora que en pIeyn parlement et devant 
les piers ou Ie roi se fait partie;' Rot. ParI. ii.127. 

a Birchington, p. 40; Rot. ParI. ii. 137. 



XVI.] Royal Conce88ion8. 

the king's request for advice as to the collection of the second 
year of the ninth, each estate presented a bill of conditions; 
the lords demanded a statute by which the privilege just 
asserted should be confirmed 1; the clergy petitioned for the 
observance of their exemption from the jurisdiction of the lay 
courts, for the confirmation of the charters and an oath to 
observe them, for the release of imprisoned clerks, and for 
the restriction of the functions of justices of the peace '. The Demands 

commons asked for the enforcement of the charters, for the ~':::::'ons. 
imposition of an oath binding the officers of state and judges 
to keep the laws, the great charter and other statutes, and 
for the release of old debts due to the crown. The lords An audit of 

d ('_-'-1.... d' d d h .. accounts an commons UTWer Jome In a emaD t at cOmmlSSloners demanded. 

should be appointed to audit the accounts of officers who had May, 134" 

. received money on the king's behalf; that an ordinance lately 
issued at Northampton for the arrest of reputed criminals, 
which had been perverted to the purpose of oppression, should 
be annulled; that the chancellor and other great officers and 
judges should be appointed by the king in parliament and 
sworn to obey the law; and that the statute passed when 
the ninth sheaf was granted should be held good in every 
point. The king found that he had put into. the hands of 
the estates a weapon, the use of which he could not control 
They declined to accept his first answers I1S being unsatis-
factory, and he was obliged to state them more distinctly. He ConoeBBion 

replied to the clergy with promises and professions of good of the king. 

intentions; he consented to confirm the privilege of the peers; 
he even accorded the petition of the commons. The two chief 
points, the examination of accounts, and the nomination of 
ministers, are distinctly granted; the auditors are to be elected 
in parliament; and on a ministerial vacancy the king will take 
counsel with his lords and counsellors as to the choice of a suc-
cessor, who, when named, shall be SWOrD. in parliament. At 
each par~ment the ministers are to resign their offices into the 
king's hands, and to be compelled to answer all complaints I. 

The proceedings of the parliament of 1341 are of very great 

1 Rot. Part ii. 127. • Ibid. ii. 129, 130. • Ibid. ii. 128, 130. 
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Importance significance: they not only prove the determination of the 
of the 
parliament country not to be governed by irresponsible officials, or by 
of "1341, -

royal tyranny, but they show us the consolidated national 
council struggling for and winning privileges which just a 
century earlier the two elder estates had claimed from Henry 
III; they show the commons asserting, and the lords allowing 
them, an equal share in the common demand of right and 
control; and they very distinctly .mark the acquisition by the 
third estate of its full share of parliamentary po,ver. And as 
to the great question of the relations between the king and 
the parliament, it was now made impossible for the royal 
power to crush, as Henry ITI had crushed Hubert de Burgh, 

Mhlisters a minister who possessed the ceniJidence of the nation. The 
accountable I d" l' f'" I k d ffi'al to the nation. regu ar au It, In par lament, 0 mlDlstena wor an 0 Cl 

Edward 
repudiates 
thb con
cessiOl1S, 

Oet. '34" 

accounts, which was now demanded, was an assertion that it 
is to the nation, not to the king only~ that the ministers are 
accountable. 

The great advantages, however, thus appa!l'ently w·on, were 
practically withheld by the king. Under an appearance of 
gracious magnanimity or careless generosity, he conceded aU 
the privileges which his people demanded, ,and then by a clever 
ma.nreuvre, a piece of atrocious duplicity, he nulJi6ed the con
cession. The articles demanded in the petitions, made a con
dition of the grant, and accorded.in the royal answers, had to 
be turned into a statute, and that statute he confirmed and 
sealed 1. But his officers protested: the chancellor, treasurer, 
and some of the judges declared that they had not assented, 
and could not be bound to observe such points as were con
trary to the laws and constitutions of the realm which they 
had sworn to keep 2. Under the shadow of this protest Edward 
himself protested in private; he had gained his point, and did 
not hesitate to repudiate his word. 

The continuance of the truce with France allowed the king 
to stay in England until October, 1342, but during all this 
time he did not venture to call a parliament. On the 1St of 

1 Statutes, i. 295; Rot. ParI. ii. 132; Wilkins, Cone_ ii. 681. 
2 Rot. ParI. ii. 131. 



XVI.] Edward', repudiati01J. 4II 

October, 1341, he revoked, by letters close enrolled on theEdWard 
statute roll, the statutes which he had sealed in the previous:::t!:. ~ 
}fay, and in consideration of which the ninth sheaf, fleece, and '34" 
lamb had been collected. He had, he said, in order to avoid 
breaking up the parliament in confusion and so . ruining his 
whole design, 'dissembled, as he was justified in doing, and 
allo'wed the pretended statllte to be seared for that time :' he 
had since taken counsel with certaia earls, barons, and others, 
who agreed in thinking that acts done in prejudice of his royal 
prerogative were null j and therefore, although he was quite 
willing . to observe all engagements made with his people by 
hi. predecessors, these statutes he revoked 1. He did. not even, 
like John or Henry III, wait for papiI.J absolution, for he had 
taken no oath. 

259. Two years passed without .. parliament; a-nd although, ParJia. 

during the sbort visit paid by Edward to Brittany, ill. the winter :t;;1343. 
of 1343 and 1343', an attempt was made by the regent, his son 
Edward, to hold a parliament for the southern counties, the 
estates were not called together until the 38th of April, 1343. 
Thia parliament, in which the lords temporal and spiritual sat 
in one house and the representative members in another', did 

I 'Quia editioni dioti statuti praetensi numquam consensimUB, sed, 
praemi8Bis protestationibus de revocando dictum statutnm 8i de facto 
prooederet, ad evitandum pericula quae eX'ipsius denegatione tunc time
bantur JlroveBire, cum dictum parliamentum alias fui&Bet sine expeditione 
aliqaa m diacordia diSBo1utum, et sic ardua nostra negotia fuissent, quod 
absU, verisimiliter in ruina, diBsimulavimus alcut oportuit, et dictum 
praetensDm statutum sigillari permisimus;' Statutes, i. 297; Foed. it 
UF" . 

Edward left England Oct .... 1343; Foed. ii. 1212; and returned 
March 2, 1343, having made a truce for three years; ibid. 1230. William 
Kildesby. the privy seal, who was the chief ageut of Edward in his attack 
Oll the ministry in 1340> went on pilgrimage to Palestine in 1343, prob
ably to get out of the way; ihid. 1230. The parliament for the counties 
<>it,... Trtmtam was summoned for Oct. 16, the southern convocation for 
Oct. 5, and the northern convocation for Dec. 9, 1342 ; it is not certain 
that the lay assembly ever met;. Bee Wake, p. 290. The York convoca
Qon granted a tenth on strict conditions; Wilk. Cone. ii. 712: and prob
ably that of Canterbury did the same; Knighton, Co 2582. 

I The parliament of 1343 met April 28, and sat until May 20. In it 
Edward created hiB eldest Bon Prince of Wales, May u. The lords met 
in the White Chamber. the knight. and commons in the Painted Chamber; 
Rot. Parl ii. 136. After consultation apart the commons went to the 
White Chamber and made answer by sir William Trusse1l Hallam 
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TheparJia.. little more than formally repeal the statutes which Edward had 
ment of '343 • 
rescindsthe revoked In 1341, and approve the truce which he had made for 
statutes of • 
'34'· three years wlth the French. Edward did not ask for money, 

but the petitions of the commons were as comprehensive as if he 
had done so; they certainly prove that the repeal of the statutes 
of 1341 must have been very rel1:lctantly granted, and probably 
only to avoid acknowledging that the royal revocation had really 

Petitions invalidated them 1. The third estate presented thirty-five 
of the 
commons. articles, which included not only the usual formal requests for 

the maintenance of the charters and newer statutes, but a 
petition for the identical remedies provided in 1341, a re
monstrance against a grant of forty shillings on the sack which 
had been made by the merchants without the consent of the 

LegisJation commons z, a prayer that statutes made by the lords and com~ 
~qO . h . 

Petitions 
ogains~ 
papal moor
ference. 

mons mlg t not be repealed .or defeated, and that the chancellor 
and justices might be chosen from among the peers or wise men 
of the realm s. There was a timid remonstrance also against 
royal extravagance, which recalls the troubled days of Edward 
II. But the chief point on which two at least of the three 
estates agreed was the necessity of restricting the papal claims 

inclines to plaee the final arrangement of the two houses much earlier; 
Middle Ages, iii. 38. See above, p. 395, note 4. 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 139. Some of the articles, it is added, were so reason
able that the king and oouncil agreed that they should be re-enacted; 
ibid 139-141. 

• Art. 5, Rot. ParI. ii. 140. The grant of the parliament of 1340 ended 
at Whitsuntide, 1341. On the 8th of July, 1342, 142 merchants met the 
council in London, and these perhaps made the new grant; Lords' Report, 
iv. 540. AIl ordinance was issued fixing the price of wool .variously in 
various counties, May 20, 1343; Foed. ii. 1225; Rot. ParI. ii. 138. A. 
Murimuth adds that three marks and a half on the Back were granted in 
the parliament; p. 146. It is indeed ordered by the king and magnates that 
'the old custom and subsidy be paid for the passage of the wool from Mid
summer to Michaelmas and for three years following;' Rot. ParL ii. 138. 
H the subsidy was 408. and the old custom 68. Stl., the statement of 
Murimuth is exact, and some parliamentary authority is thus given to the 
unpopular impost. There is an ordinance that every one who exports 
woolshaJl bring two marks weight of silver per sack into the country; and 
a recommendation from the 'lieges marchantz' that the staple should be 
re-established, and that the king should have a subsidy of 408. on the 
sack; Rot. ParI. ii. 143. See below, § 277. 

a Art. 9. Rot. ParI. ii. 140: 'quant as chaunceller et tresorer, Ie roi 
poet faire ses ministres tieux come lui ple .. a, et si come lui et ses aunces
tres ont fait en tut temps passez. Mes il plest a ly de faire tieux Bea 
ministres qi Boient bons et Buftisantz pur lui et pur son peuple.' . 
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to ecclesiastical patronage, which had vastly increased since the 
beb';nning of the. century, and which, now that the pope was 
living within the borders of the kingdom of France and in close 
alliance with Philip, at once diverted large revenues into the 
hands of the king's enemies, and robbed the English nation of 
due spiritual superintendence. Little immediate benefit resulted Result of 
f: th d l 'b . 1 Th fth . d til. petition rom eel eration • e payment 0 e mcrease customs·of '343-

was ordered for three years. Three short articles on the reform 
and regulation of the coinage represent all the legislation that 
was incorporated in the statute-law'. The royal answers to the 
long petition are either assertions that the existing law is suffi-
cient to meet the case in question, or that the king would take 
the matter into consideration, which was equivalent to delay, 
and became the established form of refusal. The remonstrance 
against papal provisions took the form of a humble petition to 
the pope on ilie model of iliat drawn up in 1307 at Carlisle s• 
Stratford had by this time fully made his peace with the king, Annulment 

and it was ordered that all the proceedings which had been ~~~':.wngs 
taken against him in 134 I should be annulled '. But the clergy ~t:.~;rd, 
appear to have avoided committing themselves to the position '343· 

taken up by the king and the lay estates towards the pope. 
The long period of war that followed the breach of the Inte~ .his

truce in 1344 a, affords little direct illustration of constitutional t:.? w;,ws 
'344-'346• 

I The petition to the king is in the Rot. ParI. ii. ]44, ]45. On the 18th 
of Maya letter of remonstrance from the lay estates assembled in parlia
ment was written to the pope; A. Mnrimuth, p. ]49: and on the 20th. 
ambassadors were aocredited; ibid. p. 147. Cf. Hemingb. ii. ]01 sq. 

• Statutes, i. 299. 
• On the ~3rd of July Edward ordered the sheriffs to proclaim the pro

hibition, issued in consequence of the petition of the commons, against the 
papal agents and receivers of favours; Foed. ii. ]230: on the loth of Sep· 
tember he wrote to the pope against reservations and provisions; ibid. 
]334: on the 20th of October he ordered all papal bulls to be seized at the 
ports; ibid. 12 3 7. Further orders were issued after a council held Feb. 
16, 1344: A. Mnrimuth, p. 157; cf. Knighton, c. 2583; and a long pro
clamation was issued Jan. 30; Foed. iii. 2; Reg. Palat. iv. 315. 

t Rot. ParI. ii. ]3], 132, ]39. 
• Edward declared war May 26, 1345; Foed. iii. 41 ; Hemingb. ii. 416 : 

constituted his aon Lionel guardian of the realm, sailed for Flanders July I, 
returning July 26; ibid.-so, 52: he aailed again for France July 2, 1346 ; 
ibid. p. 85: the battle of Crecy was fought Aug. 26. Calais was besieged 
in September, 1346, and taken August 4, 1347. Edward returned to 
England Oct. 13, 1347 ; Foed. iii •. ] 39. 
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history, although it no doubt stimulated the growth of elements 
which were afterwards to come into greater prominence. The 
first few years were marked by grel,l.t internal prosperity as well 
as by brilliant successes abroad; the king was careful in his 
demands and the estates temperate in their conditions. Even 
the first visitation, in 1349 and 1350, of the great plague, which 
put a stop to the domestic prosperity of England for many years, 
did not interrupt the good understahding that subsisted between 
the king and the parliament. During these years the elder 

Changes of generation of politicians passed away. Henry of Lancaster and 
actom. 

bishop OrIton died in 1345; Stratford in 1348. Neither the 

A clerical 
chancellor 
again 
appointed, 
1343· 

archbishop nor his brother took secular office again after 1340; 
but the king was not able long to dispense with the service of 
ecclesiastical ministers. Sir Robert Bourchier resigned the 
Grellt Seal on October 29, 1341, immediately after the king's 
revocation of the statutes; and after two lay-chancellors, Pam
ing and Sadington, the office was again in 1343 placed in the 
hands of a .clerical hQlder, John Ufford, dean of Lincoln, whom 
the king intended to make archbishop of Canterbury 1. The 
Treasury was also in 1345 placed under the management of 
William of Edington, who became bishop of Winchester in 
1346. Some signi£.cant points of detail belong to the inter-

Grant,aof vening period. In the parliament of 13H 2 the lords agreed 
supplies for • 
.. veraJ years to follow the king to the war, the commons made a grant of 
at a time. two-fifteenths from the shires and two-tenths from the towns so 

as to guarantee a supply for two years S, and the clergy granted 
a tenth for three years. And this plan met with so much faVOUl' 

• Parning bec.ame chancellor Oct. 29, 134', and died Aug. 26, 1343 ; 
Sadington succeeded Sept. 29, 1343, and was superseded by Ufford Oct. 26, 
1345 ; Foss, Tabulae Curiales, p. 23. 

o The parliament of 13# sat June 7-28; Lords' Report, i. 493; Rot. 
ParI. ii. 146: the convocation of Canterbury met May 31, tha.t of York 
June 16; Wake, p. 291; Wilko Cone. ii. '/,'/. A statute for the relief of 
the clergy was passed by the king, by assent of the lords and commons, in 
which the clerical grant is specially mentioned as made by the prelates and 
proctors of the clergy; this statute is dated on the 8th of July. The 
grant seems to have been made in convocation, and reported to the king 
by the parliamentary proctors, which was no doubt the usual course. See 
however Wake's remarks on Atterbury's view of this i State of the Church, 
pp. 291 sq.. ' 

• Rot. Part ii. 1 .. 8; Knighton, c. 258+ 
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that it was followed in 1346 1, and the grant extended to three 
years in 1348 and 1351. The king did not indeed content him- Negotiations 

self with this revenue: the frequent writs by which the merchants ~:~~ 
are summoned to confer with him imply that concessions ofro~:';:t 
additional custom or free gifts of wool must from time to time or wooL 

bave been demanded; in 1346 the knighting of the prince of 
Wales was made an occasion for the· demand of a feudal aid; 
and, although that aid was itself contrary to the statute of 1340, 
it was collected at double the amount fixed by the statute of 
WestmWster and without the. conse':lt of the commons s; On 
each occasion of a grant of money petitions were received and 
.tatntes founded on such of them as the king saw fit to allow. 
III 1344 the burdens laid on the counties by the commissions OfCo~plaiDtB 
array, the expenses of which fell upon them, form the ground of~:!::'!.wDS 
complaint', the legislation of 1327 having proved insufficient to ~~~:.i6. 
remedy the evil. In 1346 the king's right to issue such com-
mission~ without the assent and grant of parliament is. ques-
tioned '. The independent action of the clergy aroused the Jealousy of 
• • the commons 
Jealousy of the commons; In 1344 the latter prayed that no and clergy • 

• petition of the clergy that might prejudice the lords or the
l

34+ 

commons should be granted without full inquiry 5. The clergy 
made conditions before' granting money, and thus obtained the 
statute which provided that prelates should be exempt from 
trial by' the justices in criminal cases, and that certain other 
interferences with ecclesiastical privilege should be abandoned. 
From the petitions of I ~46 6 we learn that the great subsidy of 

1 There was no parliament in 1345. In 1346 there was a session, Sept. 
11-20, at Westminster; Lords' Report, i. 493: an aid of two fifteenths for 
two years, if the war should last 80 long, was granted by the whole body 
of the oommons; Rot. Parl ii. 159; from the tenantB-in-chief the king 

. demanded an aid of 40 •• on the fee for the knighting of his eldest son; 
ibid. p. 163; Knighton, o. 2592; Wake, p. 294. The clergy of Canterbury 
granted a tenth for two years, Oct. 16. j Wilkins, Cono. ii. 728. 

• • Le renable eide qne fenst pardone par estatut I'an quatorzisme, dount 
chescun fee est oharge;ll de 408. saunz graunt de 1& Commune, ou par estatut 
Ie fee senoit chargez fors que de 2011.' ~ proves that the statute of 
1340 was understood to apply to all aids whatever j Rot. ParI. ii. 200. 
The aid was fixed at 208. by Stat. Westm. I j Statutes, i. 35· 

• Rot. Pari. ii. 149. art. 3· 
. • Rot. ParI. ii. 160, art. 1-3; Hallam, Middle Ages. iii. 45· 
: "_ Rot. ParI. ii. 149, art. 8 j Bee below. § 294· • ... 

• Rot. Pari. ii. 159. art. XI j 161, .art. 7 j HaJlII,m, ll'bddle Ages. lll. # 
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forty shillings on the sack of wool was still taken on the plea that 
it had been granted by the prelates and magnates. The reten
tion by the alien priories of their estates in England is the 
ground of another representation, and the commons pray that 
lands acquired in mortmain since the taxation of pope Nicolas 
in I291 may be duly rated 1. 

On the king's return home in 1347 it became evident that the 
patience of the country was nearly exhausted. Men had dis
covered that although Edward would give good words they 
meant nothing; if he promised to give up a tax, he made 
arrangements with the merchants by which they shared with 
him the profit of tra~sactions the cost of which fell upon the 
nation; if he asked advice it was merely that he might commit 
the advisers to a policy of which, whatever the advice might be, 
they must defray the expenses. They had seen in the bank
ruptcy of the Bardi and Peruzzi, Florentine merchants to whom 
the king owed 1,500,000 gold fiorins,-a catastrophe which 
plunged all Florence in distress ~,-an illustration of the credit 
which was to be given to Edward's professions of obligation, 
and a warning that, as the foreign supplies of money were thus. 
cut off, the English must be prepared for more direct and 
immediate oppression. Notwithstanding all the king's engage
ments to deal justly with his people, on the 3rd of March, 
1347 8

, the regent held a council at which the commons were 

1 In 1341 it was ordered tha.t these lands should be taxed for the ninth 
with those ofthe laity; Rot. ParI. ii. 130. The prayer of the commons in 
1346 was answered by the king's promise that they should be duly assessed 
with the rest of the church property; but this did not decide the question; 
see Rot. ParI. ii. 163, art. 19; 163, art. 33. . 

• J. Villani, Muratori, Scr. 1i.ii. 819, 830,934' In January, 1345, the 
Bardi faUed; Edward owed them 900,000 gold florins; the Peruzzi also, 
to whom he owed 600,000; and then the Acciaiuoli, Bonaccursi, Coco1>;, 
Antellesi, Corsini, and others. Cf. Rot. ParI. ii. 240. 

• There wa. no parliament in 1347, but a I!II1lIll council was held at 
Westminster, March 3, which obtained from the merchants a loan (aprest) 
of 30,000 sacks of wool; Record Report, ii. app. 3, p. 164; Foed. iii. II6, 
121, 123, 126, 131. In a letter to the bishops, chapters, and religious 
houses, dated April 8, the regent invites them to follow the example of the 
magnates who in the last councU had granted an aid, ' grata consideratione 
singillatim,' and prays them by way of loan to give him an aid in wool: 
a very great assembly of merchants was held April 31; Lords' Report, 
iv. 563; of. Knighton, o. 3593, 3595 ; Rot. ParI. ii. 166, art. II. The 
convooation of York met Jan. 19,1347. . 
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not represented, in which a loan of 20,000 sacks was negotiated; 
and separate promiBell of aid made, while the merchants shortly 
after were persuaded to increase the customs on wool, wine, and 
merchandise. Worse things were feared. The apprehension Thocommons 

I • h fir lia f . h' in 1348 begin appears strongy Int e stpar mento I348w en,mansWertod~e 
to his request for advice about the war, the commons replied ~n;.:~ 
that they were so ignorant and simple as not to be able to tho war. 

counsel the king touching the war or the needful preparations ;-
if he would excuse them, and make, with the advice of the great 
and wise men of the council, such arrangements as should seem 
good, the commons would assent to them and keep them firm 
and stable t. They then presented sixty-four petitions for re- ?etitions 

d f • . h'hth .. f h mthe 
ress 0 grievances, In w IC e commissions 0 array, t e parliament 

monopolies of wool and tin, and the unauthorised impost on of Jan. 1348· 

manufactured cloth, indicate the belief that the king was evading 
the letter of his promises: the increase of the customs without 
the consent of the commons must be illegal. Edward's replies Edward'. 

must have confirmed the suspicion of the commons: the profit answers. 
on tin belonged, he said, to the prince, and every lord may make 
his profit of his own; as for the wool, the ordinance of the staple 
may be reviewe~; as for the custom on cloth, the king has as 
much right to profit on wool manufactured at home as on wool . 
exported I. Two months later, on the 31st of March, at another Renewed 

I' h' h th k' k d ., hI' complaints, par lament w IC e 109 as e .01' money, t e comp amts are ApI. 1348 • 

• stated distinctly, and in much the same language as that ad
dressed by the barons to Henry III. It was no light burden 
that the nation had had to bear; the aid for knighting the 
king's son, taken without the assent of the commons, contrary 
to the statute of 1340, and at double the customary rate; the 
tenths and fifteenths, the maintenance of forces raised by com
missions of array, the subsidy on wool-£60,00o annuallY'-the 
:20,000 sacks to boot; the petty oppressions by which the agents 
of the wool merchants beat down the price of wool to the sellers 
and enhanced it to the buyers. Notwithstanding, if the king 

I Rot, ParI. ii. 165. In 1348 parliaments sat from Jan. 14 to Feb~ 12, 
and from March 31 to April 13; and there was a provincial council or 
Canterbury in October, but no grants made in it. ' 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 165 sq. 
VOL.n. Ee 
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=~OD would, undertake that the money now to be granted should not 
oonditiOD& be turned into wool, but be collected with due consideration, 

that the proceedings of the itinerant justices ahould be stopped, 
that the subsidy on wool should cease in three years and not be 
again granted by the merchants, and that no impost, tallage or 
charge should be laid on the commons by the Privy Council 
without their assent in parliament, that the 20,000 sacks should 
be restored, that no aid should be taken for the marriage of the' 
king's daughter, and that when these petitions were answered 
the answers should remain on record and in force without 
change,-then they would grant a fifteenth and tenth for three 
years 1. The king accepted the grant, and accorded most of the 
petitions, but no new statute was f~unded upon them, a fact 
which seems to prove that the oppressions complained of were 
recognised ait illegal. 

The great The next parliament met in 1351; for three years S the 
Plague, 
'349-1351, terrible plague of 1349 interrupted all public business; the war 

was discontinued by a series of short truces until the year 1355 ; 
the legal and judicial work of the country ceased for two years s.' 
This was the culminating point of Edward's glory: in 1349 he 
completed the foundation of the order of the Garter, and in 
1350 he was requested to accept the imperial crOWD; but the 
plunder of France had already produced extravagance and in
crease of luxury in all ciasses, and the pestilence marks the 
era from which the decline of prosperity begins '. 

D~ouItyof The plague of 1349&, the first of the three great visitations 
:~~t! of which desolated Europe during the fourteenth century, pro
~el!,:ue duced in every country some marked social changes. q'he 

exac~ amount and character of these changes can only be esti
mated -On a strict examination of the condition of the several 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 200, 201 ; Knighton, c. 2~96. . 
• Foed. iii. 180, 182. In 1349 a full parliament was called to meet on 

the 19th of January, but prorogued to April 28, and on the loth of 
March superseded altogether; so that it never met; Lords' Report, 
p. 585. No attempt was made to hold a parliament in 1350, nor was any 
convocation held; Wake, p. 295. . 

• Knighton, c. 2596. Cf. Rot. ParI. ii. 225, 227. 
• The spoils of France had produced general extravagance: See Knighton, 

C. 2597. 
I May 31-Sept. 29; Nicolas, Chronology of History, p. 369. 
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countries before and after the plague, and a ,conipl!>rison. of the The Great 

particular results in each. Such a generalisation is far too Plague. 

wide to be attempted here; but it seems necessary to guard 
against conclusions drawn from partial and local premisses; 
the actual incidence of the plague being equal throughout the 
area of extension, in England, France, Italy, and Germany, the' 
variety of effects that follow it must be .referred not to the 
plague simply, but to the state of things which existed when 
the plague came and the liability of that state of things to be 
modified by its influence. If the population were thinned, and 
the land thrown out of cultivation in the several regions, in 
nearly the same proportion, the later differences must not be 
ascribed indiscriminately to this single agency, A neglect ofDi!"".renoeof 

. Op1Dlons on 
this consideration has led to very different opinions of the th~ subject. 

effects of the Black Death, as this pestilence is called. One 
theory ascribes to it, as a cause, nearly all the social changes 
which took, place in England down to the Reformation,.the 
depopulation of towns, the relaxation of the bonds of moral and 
social law,. the solution of the continuity of national develop-
ment caused by a sort of disintegration in society generally. 
Another view would, regard it as an example of the social law; 
according to which a period of pestilence and distress results 
in an expansion of national life and energy, and is followed 
by an increase, after a certain time, in national prosperity. Such ~=~:f 
different conclusions can only be accounted for by supposing ~e -.:t 
the writers who hold them to take opposite views not ouly of I~ 
the action of the plague itself, but of the periods that precede 
and follow it. It must be sufficient now to say that in England 
the effects of the plague are historically prominent chiefly 
among the lower classes of society. The population was di- ~~~UtiOD 
minished to an extent to which it is impossible now even to population. 
approximate, but which bewildered and appalled the writers 
of the time I; whole districts were thrown out of cultivation, 
whole parishes depopulated, the number of labourers was so 
much diminished that on the one hand the survivors demanded 

1 Professor Rogers thinks that 'it really destroyed not much. less than 
half the population;' History of Prices, i. 60 j and sh~ws that It doubled. 
the rate of wages j ibid. p. 365. . 

Eez 
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an extravagant rate of wages, and even combined to enforce 
it, whilst on the other hand the landowners 1 had to resort to 
every antiquated claim of service to get their estates ,cultivated 
at all;, the whole system of farming was changed in conse
quence, the great landlords and the monastic corporations 
'ceased to manage their estates by farming 'stewards, and after 
a short interval, during which the lands with the stock on 
them were let to the cultivator on short leases, the modern 
system of letting was introduced, and the permanent distinction 

:;~~p:..~ between the farmer and the labourer established 9. At the very 
of wagee. beginning of the trouble the attempt made by the government 

C.ttla 
Plague. 

to fix the rate of wages produced disaffection, which smouldered 
until, after many threatenings, it broke into flame in 1381. 
The plague moreover extended to the cattle. H we may believe 

,the chroniclers, whose statements are scarcely borne out by 
the revenue returns, it swept away with the shepherds the 
flocks', on whose wool the king's resources depended. If this 
is approximately true it must have cut off one of the ways by 
which he had so long been able to raise money without the 
national consent and in transgression of the constitutional limits 
by which his power of direct taxation was defined. 

Via~ofthe Up to this point we Bee the commons claiming their due 
po8l onof h . h' . h' d d I! h tlla oommons S are of power, unfhnc 109 10 t elr eman s .or t e rights 
up to I3SOo h' h d' h h f h ' . . . d w lC , accor 109 to t e t eory Q t e constItution as enunCIate 

by Edward I and Edward n, were theirs; asserting moreover 
the same sorts of claims as had under Henry III been asserted 
by the baronage, which then filled the place now occupied by 
the parliament of .the three estates. They had obtained fl"Om 
the king'more than onee a formal recognition of their rights. 
But formal recognition was a very different thing from practical 

:.:~ which enforcement. In spite of the legislative right of parliament 
too~ tonaafeat Edward had revoked a whole series .of statutes; in spite of the 
theIr oon- • • • 
Btit.ntional assent given to petitions of the estates, the petitlOns remaine(l 
action. 1 It is to be Bet against the apparent hal'llhness of the -legislation on 

labour that many of the lords, both great and small, remitted the rents of 
their tenants, and actually redpced the amount of service due from their 
villeins; Knighton, ~6ot. 

• Rogers, History of Priees, vol. i. Co 38, pp. 66j sq. 
• Knighton, o. 2599. 
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a dead letter; he had obtained from one great section of the 
nobIes, who were sharing with him the excitements and spoils 
of war, luch support as enabled him to govern without any 
real limitation of his power. As to taxation, the parliament Unconsti. 

found itself able to give but not to withhold; to make con-=:! 
ditions but not to enfol'ce them: a negotiation with the mer. 
chants enabled the king to increase at will the custom on wool; 
the merchants agreed to pay the maletote, but they secured the 
monopoly, and the difference in price came out of the pockets of 
the commons. The commissioners of array required the troops to 
be maintained at the cost of the counties or the townships which 
furnished them, and which were thus taxed directly without 
a shadow of assent. If the commons proved obdurate, a nego-
tiation with the pope or with the prelates enabled the king 
to raise money by tax or by loan from the clergy. But the 
parliament knew that in such circumstances its only policy was 
to protest but to submit; redress could not be enforced so long 
as the king had so Ill&lI3 ways of raising money, and Edward's 
personal influence was so great that any idea of peremptory 
refusal would have been chimerical. The parliament, espe-
cially the commons, had learned that they must bide their 
time. 

The clergy too were in no good plight. A succession of Review of. 

politicians like Reynolds and Stratford, broken only for a few ::hl,"'.:~~11 
months by the pious Mepeham and the learned Bradwardine, up to X3SOo 

occupied the see of Canterbury with no advantage to the spiri-
tual or political condition of the church. Monastic vigour was 
extinct. . The zeal of the friars had been spoiled by popular 
favour and increasing fame; the beneficed clergy were, like 
their rulers, generally mere secular men of business, accumu-
lating enormous prefermel!-ts, and leaving their duties to be 
done by ill-paid deputies. Jealousy was widely felt of the 
wealth and power .of men who grasped at the emolument!! of 
both orders, of the state as well as ·of the church. The younger 
BOns of the great houses,-who since the Conquest had formed 
more than a fair proportion of the episcop~te, but had hitherto, 
as a rule, redeemed their position by devotion to the interests 
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of the nation, like the Cantilupes and the Beks,-or the crea
tures of the court, who had earned royal favours by sedulous 
devotion, engrossed the ricb,er sees, except where the popes 
were strong enough to promote '8 poor man for merit only. 
It was an acknowledged evil, and Edward In, in presenting 
Simon Mepeham to John XXII, declared that the indiscreet 
Ilolicy of the prelates had been one great cause of the evils of 
his father's reign 1, Bishop Beaumont of Durham, the cousin 
of the kings of England and France, Burghersh of Lincoln, 
Berkeley and Grandison of Exeter, the Charltons of Hereford, 
.Montacute of Worcester, the Beks at Durham, S. David's, Lin
coln, and Norwich, continue the long list of noble bishops to 
the days of the Courtenays, the Spensers,and the Arundels, 
Three Stratfords, at once bishops of. Canterbury, Chichester, 
and London, l)rove that the ministerial type of prelate, the 
succession of Roger of Salisbury, was still flourishing I. 

The condition of the papacy, now in exile at Avignon, re
moved the .d.iscipline, such as it was, bY,which the nobler popes 
had tried to remedy the evils of non-residence and plurality. 
The court at Avignon was even more venal than it had been 
at Rome; men obtained bulls which allowed them to hold 
twenty livings at once, and .as many more as they could get. 
The coincidence of the Babylonish exile of the papacy with the 
period of war between England and ~'rance somewhat relieved 
the clergy from papal exactions; they were content to be pas
sive whilst the parliament was insisting on the reform of abuses. 
Where Grosseteste had spoken boldly, even Stratford was silent 
or acquiescent. Of the two great iniquities of this part of the 
reign, the I'evocation of the statutes in 1341 and the loan of 
wool in 1347, the former was perpetrated under a lay, the 

1 Foed. ii. 727: • Praeteritorum memoria, viscera dolore saucians et 
humilians oculos mentis nostrae, de strage videlicet nobilium ac aliis diris 
et asperis quae genitoris nostri temporibus irreparabiliter evenerunt, quae 
ex taciturnitate quorundam immo verius indiacreto ~egimiue praelatorum 
ilreduntur verisimiliter contigisse,' &C. 

• On archbishop Stratford's death Edward seized his property, just as 
Henry II would have done. ' Obiit Johannes Stratford ..• dux regis et 
ejus consiliariuB principalis in vita sua, et ideo post mortem ipsius pro 
mercede sua omnia ejus bona confiscantur, possessiones et praedia destru-
untari' W.Dene, Aug. Sac. i. 375. . 
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latter under a clerical ministry. The want of sympathy, a Jea1ou.oy 

sympathy which those who felt it were afraid to express, helped r:lo/~!f~e 
. till to di'd th I' fr h 1 Y _tiOD of B more Vl e e alty om tee ergy. et the clergy tho oIargy. 

possessed almost entirely the great offices of government. . Be-
Bides their separate constitutional position in convocation and 
as an estate of parliament, they formed a very large portion of 
the house of lords, and, possibly, were not precluded from sit-
ting in the house of commons. The network of ecclesiastical 
jurisdictions brought into every household troublesome and un~ 
wholesome questionings, and the cost and burden of courts not 
less costly or burdensome than those of the forests or of the 
common law. 

What was the political feeling of the great classes of the Quemon of 

people that do not yet come into the foregrouud of political~w;r&nd 
life must be inferred. from the state in which we find them OplDlDD. 

when they do appear. The legislature seems to look on them 
only to bind them. . The irritating burden of royal purveyance, 
a cruel engine of petty tyrauny, had grown to enormous pro~ 
portion in late years. Wherever the king or the court went.- Mischlef. of 

and owing to the energy of Edward I and Edward III, and the purveyance. 

restlessness of the intervening reign, the court was ubiquitous, 
-there went a crowd of purveyors, taking the provisions of 
the husbandman or demanding his services, and paying either 
at nominal prices or not at all. Every old woman trembled 
for her poultry, the archbishop in his palace trembled for his 
household and stud, until the king had gone by'. .As ever, 
the extravagance of this ubiquitous court was a cause of scandal 

I • Quid faciunt paupereB hospitia tenentes quibus potius foret dandum 
intuitu caritatis quam ab eis aliquid capiendum' Quando audiunt de tuo 
adventu tristantur et statim prae timore abseondunt aucas, gallinas, et 
cetera bona, vel alienant seu in esculentis et poculentis eonsumunt, ne ea 
amittant in tuo adventu .•• praecursores tuae curiae garcione. et alii 
capiunt homines et eqUOB laborantes circa agriculturam et animalia quae 
terram arant et semina portent ad agrum, ut laborent per duos vel tres dies 
in tuo aervitio nihil pro labore percipientea ••• N ec mirum quod lament&. 
tiones, auspiria, fiunt in adventu tuo, quia in veritate, quae Deus est, dieo 
propria persona mea, quandoounq.ue a~dierim .~ore. de a?v~tu t~o et 
audio unum cornu, totus contremlsco ",ve fuenm m domo ",ve m capitulo 
live in ecclesia vel in studio vel etiam in mia8a. Quando vero aliquis de 
tua familia pulsat ad portam tunc magis contremisco, sed quando ad 
oatium tunc multo magis,' &c. Simon Ialip; MS. Bodl. 624. See § 379, 
below. 
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as well as suffering. The king's expenses were the cause of 
the national impoverishment; he paid no debts; his father's 
soul was still in purgatory because the undutiful son had not 
paid his debts; the money spent on his horses would have 
almost sustained his starving subjects; the great windfalls 
that came to him in the shape of escheats and legacies he 
lavished in endowing his favourites instead of saving the 
pockets of his people. The prerogative of purveyance acted 
on the lower people as the enrichment of Gaveston and the 
Despensers had on the barons: if the king would be careful 
and keep his own and live on his own means, there need be 

8epa.r&tion no trouble, for there need be no taxation. In this view, in 
between the h' h 'th h . f li' I h king and W 1C , Wl muc Ignorance 0 po bea economy, t ere was 
people. likewise much truth, Edward III was by no means a popular 

king or the king of a contented people. There was a great 
gulf between him and the 'body of the nation; and his reign 
from this time is anything but a brilliant period of history. 
Giving him and his ministers credit for all that even makes 
a claim for admiration, we find a lack of good faith, an absence 
of national sympathy, a selfishness that repels more than all else 

General attracts. There is also 8. wretched level of character; none to 
mediocrity • • 
of character. be pralSed, none to be greatly blamed; no great virtue to put 

small vice and petty selfishness to shame. There are no great 
aspirations or great acts of endurance and devotion; even the 
name of honour loses its charm when we know it to be 8. 

synonym for a pseudo-chivalrous selfishness, untinged with 
pity, love, or true devotion. These virtues have run, along 
with the giants and enchanters, into the pages of romance. 

Parliament,. The parliamentary history of the years which followed the 
:74':';o.z: first visitation of' the 'plague does not furnish much proof that 
thatfollowed. hId . h I th . the plague, 10 t e genera . epresslOn t e commons were ess on elr 
13SO"

1
3

61
• guard, or the king more conscientious in demands or promises. 

During the years of peace the finance was arranged on the 
saIDe plan as before '; in 1352 the parliament granted three 

1 The pa.rliaments of these yea.rs sat as follows :-
1351• Feb. 9-Ma.roh I, the subsidy on wool was granted for two yea.rs; 

Rot. Pa.rl. ii. 229; and the clergy, of Canterbw-y, May 2, and of 
York, Ma.y 18, granted a tenth for two yea.rs; Wake, p. 296. . 
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fifteenths and tenths; in 1353 the subsidy on wool, woolIells, 
and leather, was continued by a great council for three years; 
and in 1355 a similar subsidy for six years was granted on 
the understanding that no other tax should be imposed during 
the period. N otwitbetanding this proviso a fifteenth and tenth 
were again granted in 1357. War broke out again in 1355. Renewal 

From 1356 to 1362 the rolls of parliament are Jost, and our ofwar
• 

information on parliamentary business derived from other 
sources is Tery scanty. The year .1360 is the date of the P .... of 

peace of Bretigny: in 1361 the second visitation of the plague Bretigny. 

began in August, and it lasted until May 1362. 
These years are marked by the rise of a jealous feelingJoaJonsy 

between the commons and the royal council which at a later ::Wu.::'ont 
period had some important results. The number of temporal awioounciL 

peers had already been very much reduced, and was gradually 
approaching the point of rapid decline which was consummated 
by the civil wars of the next century. The, average number of~~ution 
barons summoned to a full parliament by Edward II was 74; baroD88". 

the average of the reign of Edward III was 43. The royal 
council in its widest sense, the magnum concilium of the mag-
nates, contained all these, and as the baronage under Edward 
TIl, or at least during the thirty years which intervene between 
his earlier difficulties and his later ones, had no great internal 

1352, Jan. I3-Feb. II, and August 16-25 the clergy were not summoned; 
a fifteenth and tenth for three years were granted in the first 
parliament i Statutes, i. 327 i Rot. ParL ii. 2 • ., i Knighton, c. 2602; 
see p. 428. 

1353, Sept. 23-Oct. u; a great council without clergy; see p. 429; for 
the grant see Rot. ParI. ii. 252. 

'3540 April 28-May 20; a full parliament; this session annulled the pro
ceedings against Mortimer and Arundel; Rot. ParI. ii. 255, 256. 

1355, Nov. 24-Dec. 30; for the grant see Rot. ParI. iiI 265. The convo
cation of Canterbury met Nov. 16 ; that of York, Dec. 7. 

In 1356 there was no parliament. The Canterbury convocation, May 23rd, 
granted two tenths, and that o.f York, June 3, one tenth. .. 

1357, April Ie-May 16; see Statutes, 1. 352; Record Report, II. app. u. 
p. 167. The grant was a fifteenth and tenth. By the Statute 
which contained the grant (31 Edw. III. 3. I) the export of wool 
is allowed from May to the next Michaelmas on payment of 50'~ 
on the sack and 300 woolfells and 1008. on the last; (Statutes, i. 
351) as custom and subsidy; viz. the six years' subsidy ofI355· 
Convocation of Canterbury, Ap. 26; of York, May 29· 

1358, Feb. 5-27; Lords' Report, i. 4940 



C01t8titutional Hiat017/. [CHA.P. 

ilivisions, but shared the ,employments of the court and devoted 
itself to the interests of the king, the task of defending national 
liberty fell chiefly on the commons. And this was no doubt 
one of the secondary causes of their ,growth in power and (If 

The oom- their vehemence in self-assertioI,l. Up to this point their 
mona aeeert • . 
their right, jealousy had been provoked chiefly by the unjustifiable financial 
more boldly, I' f h kin Wh t • h b h '" ' , po ICY 0 t e g. a ever mIg t e t e J'emalDlDg nghts 

(If the king and his council to make ordinances, or to provide 
by temporary legislation or by special negotiations, loans, or 
requisitions, for temporary emergencies, no doubt CQuld exist 
after the acts of 1297 that they had no right to involve the 
nation in ,any general taxation or general pecuniary responsi-

~fv::'OD8 bility wit.hout common consent. Yet that had been done, both 
miniatem. ~ the matter of the aids and in the manipulation of the wool; 

even after the constitutional princjple for which the commons 
contended had heen reiterated, the ministers had again and 
again eluded the application of it, and had copied the most 
exceptional expedients by which Edward I, at a time when "the 
functions of ~he executive and the legislature were lI).uch less 
clearly distinguished, had tried to justify himself 1, Thus in 
X359 the king and council obtained .from the I)lerchants, pro
bably on ;November 1·9, a grant of 6d. in the pound on exports 
and imports, which was soon after commuted as to wine and 
wool, for two shillings on the tun and sack, and, after the truce 
with France, entirely remitted.. In 1360, before a parliament 
was held, the king ordered a fifteenth and tenth, which had been 
granted by the commons in five provincial assemblies, to be col
lected; the parliament called for May 15 granted a like aid 9. 

Legislation The success with which this had been done seems to have 
~d~oo suggested the idea of legislating without the consent of the 
~t!::te~y commons; it certainly suggested to the commons the suspicion 

that the lords of the council wished to do so. There was a 
difference between the cases in which the petitions laid 
before parliament required a' statute to be drawn up with the 
assent of the lords and made perpetual, and those in which the 

1 Foed. ii. 459, 460, 465.468. 500. 
• Ibid. pp. 480, 495,,5°3. ,See below, p. 42!)-
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petitioners might be lIatisned with .. charter or the letter of the 
king, which could be drawn up by the chancellor or in the 
council, and which needed no sanction of the collective par~ 
liament. This difference was better understood then than it is Statute and 

now, when private acts of parliament are so numerous, and OMinanoo. 

orders iJl council are issued under powers conferred or recog-
nised by parliament. On one occasion, when a «loubt arose as 
to the form which the result of the deliberations should take, 
and they were asked whether they would. proceed by way of 
ordinance or by statute, the former plan was preferred as 
giving more room for sq.bsequent modification 1. The royal 
ordinDJIces had from the time of Edward I been allowed to have 
very much the same force as the statutes thell/.selves. Edward's 
ordinance of the new customs, which was declared illegal by 
the Ordllfuers in his son'lI reign, was not strictly speaking an 
ordinance, but a charter. All his other legislative acts have the 
force of laws. Until the great enunciation of tl1e right of par ... 
liament in 13211, it might be q)lestioned whether the royal 
ordinances were not laws within the letter of the cOllstitq.tion, 
and the acquiescence of the parliaments mi.ght be reasonably 
construed as an admission of the fact. '.rhe fact that the 
answers to particular petitions varied the langull-ge of the 
petitions so IlS 110t to giV/l what was asked, caused a national 
misgiving; and the non-ob~ervance of the conditions on which 
money was granted must have suggested the wisdom of obtain-
ing, so far as it could be obt&ined, the rjldress of complaints 
before offering the grant. But the first sign of the real im-
portance ()f the point appears in. 1;he demand that certain 
matters provided for by the king in ordinances shoQ.ld be made 
perpetual by being embodied in statutes. 

There WIlS a second reason for Borne jealousy on this point; Pooitio,! of 
. I the clerical for the estate of the clergy, although t):ley dechnlld to comp y _!" in 

with the premunition which would have made them an integral parliament. 

I In 1363, Rot. Pari. ii. 280: • et partant demanda de eu>: s'Us vouloient' 
avoir les choses issint accordez mys par voie de ordinance ou de Stetuyt ; 
qi disoient que bon est mettre lea ch08eB par voie d'ordinance et nemye 
JI&r estatut, au fin que Ii rien soi~ de amender puisse eatre amende a pre
achien parlement.' See also Rot. Pari. ii. II 3. 
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part of the parliament, retained the right of petitioning, and 
the king could, and did now and then, publish a statute with 
the assent of the lords spiritual and temporal, to which the 
assent of the commons was not perhaps more necessary than 
the consent of the clergy was to the statutes passed at the 
petition of the commons. Against this usage, or the abuse of 
it, we have already seen the commons petitioning. 

An instance of the working of this jealousy occurs in the 
parliament of 1351. The council in 1349 had attempted to 
meet the difficulty caused by the want of labourers, whose 
numbers were seriously diminished by the plague, by an or
dinance fixing the rate of wages 1. This regulation, as was 
probable under the circumstances, had remained a dead letter. 
At the petition of the commons it was now made more stringent, 

~.::~ and enacted as a statute~. In 1352 a proposition was made 
to <!-elegate that the commons, to save time and trouble, should delegate 
thel1'powers 
~~~ twenty-four or thirty of their members to confer with the king 
135" and council on public business; this proposal was not accepted, 

Diminution 
in the 
number of 
members 
summoned. 
I~S2. 

and the whole house presented itself'. In the August of the 
same year, a still more startling change was made. No money 
was to be asked, and therefore perhaps the innovation may not 
have been dangerous, and at the moment it may have been 
justi~ed as a necessary expedient in the great diminution of 
the population and in the general impoverishment; but it was 
certainly remarkable. Instead of summoning the representa
tives of the inferior clergy and the commons in the usual way, 
the writs of July 1352 order the sheriffs to return one knight 
for each shire; the town representatives are called by writ 
addressed to the mayors and bailiffs of a small number of 
boroughs, who are required to return bui one member'; and 
the inferior clergy are not summoned at all. Such an assembly, 
as long as it merely assisted the council, was no matter of 
offence, although its constitution was new; it was not, in fact, 
so dangerous as were the conferences of the merchants; that of 

1 Statutes, i. 307; Foed. iii. 198; this was merely an ordinance pub
lished in June, 1349, by the king and council; Knighton," o. 3600. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 327, 833; Statutes, i. 3Il. 
I Rot. ParI. ii. 337. ' Lords' Report, iv • .593. 
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1352 attempted no more. But in September 1353 another 
assembly of an equally irregular character met: the sheriffs 
returned but one knight, and the mayors and bailiffs of ~birty~ 
seven towns returned two members for each. And this body !I'~iDisbed 
acted very much as a parliament 1. It granted a triennial .... mbly 

8ubsidy on wool. Its proceedings are recorded in the Rolls of::,,,!=.ed 
Parliament as the acts of a great councilS; but its definitive mont, '353 

acts were not at first enrolled among the statutes. It was in 
fact a 'ma.,"1lum concilium,' including a representation of the 
commons; except the beneficed clergy, who might be regarded 
as represented by the bishops, it contained all the elements 
which were necessary to a perfect parliament, but those 
elements were combined in different proportions, and collected 
by different processes. When then, in 1354, the parliament OfrfB~easureo 
the three estates met in its proper constitutional form, it was ll!.":'J;
found that the commons, by their representatives in the great ~~~o; 
council, had petitioned that the ordinances passed therein 
should receive parliamentary sanction I. 

The plan of voting three years' supplies at once seems to have Increase in. 
. 1 '1 hi! . tbo number increased the number of occaSIona COunCI s, W st It rendered of councils. 

• '. . 1358-136 •• 
frequent parliaments less necessary; and these occaSional coun-
cils were of very variable form. In 1358, for instance, about 
a third of the bishops are summoned, and more than a hundred 
lay lords and councillors '. In· 136o, on the occasion of an array 
to meet a threatened French invasion, the nation was bidden to 
meet by its representatives at fi~e different centres, fifteen 
counties at London, and sixteen others at Worcester, Taunton, 
Lincoln, and Leicester D, and these assemblies granted a tenth 
and fifteenth, which afterwards received the authorisation of 
parliament. In 1361 a council on the affairs of Ireland WaSLadi .... nd 

. L d h' h proctomtn held lit the Chancery m on on, to w lC seven countesses and counciL 

four baronesses who had estates in Ireland were summoned to 
attend by their proctors, with four earls and thirty barons, Jl.nd 

I Lords' Report, iv. 609; Rot. ParI. ii. 246, 252. * Rot. Part ii. 246. 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 253, 254, 257. • Lords' Report, iv.616 • 

. I Foed. iii. 468; Lords' Report, iv. 619 sq. The summons was issued 
Feb. 10 for the five assemblies to be held on the 9th of March. The par
liament which followed waa called (In the 3rd of April to meet May 15· 



D&IIgeroua 
cha.ractor 
ofth ... 
preoodento. 

CO-Mtitutional Histo1'!J. 

a similar assembfy was held in ihe following year 1. None of 
these experiments left any lasting mark on the constitution. 

It would be perhaps wrong to regard these exceptional assem
blies as summoned with the definite intention of confining the 
work of the representative parliaments to taxation, and thus 
reducing tliem to the position which the States-General of 
France, deprived of legislative and consultative power, were 

~h;:'r:":ttry now assuming. But it is not improbable that, as the country 
tho war. was heartily tired of war, and, in consequence of the plague, 

very little able to endure its present burdens, Edward would 
avoid every unnecessary occasion of meeting his subjects or 

~f~~:ont hearing their wishes only to refuse . or delay compliance. Of 
the general feeling with respect to the war, the parliament of 
April, 1354, gave Ullmistakeable evidence. After the petitions 
had be·en read and answered, Bartholomew Burghersh, the Icing's 
chamberlain, laid before the assembled lords and commons the 
negotiations now pending, and explained that there was a good 
hope of peace; the king, however, would do nothing definite 
without assent of lords and commons. The question was put, 
would the parliament consent to peace 1 The commons with 
one consent replied that whatever issue the king and the lords 
might please to· take of the said treaty would be agreeable to 
them. ' Would you then,' aslted the chamberlain, 'assent to a 
treaty of perpetual peace if one might have it l' And the com
mons responded one and all together, 'Yes, yes s.' Possibly at 
this moment, Edward himself, wearied of the subterfuges and 
false excuses with which the French Icing was attempting to 

Legislation. 

delude him, would have agreed to any reasonable terms of peace. 
Some part of the legislative work of these years is very 

important, and indeed is the- chief legislative mark of the 
reign. The first statute of Promors S was passed in February, 
1351; the first statute of Pra6'ITIMni'1'6, declaring the forfeiture 
and outlawry of those who sued in foreign courts for matters 
cognisable in the Icing's courts, was an ordinance of 1353' ; 

1 April II,1361, and March II, 136~ ; Lords' Report, iv. 6~7, 629. 
• 'Les dites communes responderent entierement et uniement, Oil, oil " 

Rot. ParI. ii. 262. 
• Statutes, i. 316; Rot. Part ii. 228. , Statutes, i. 329. 
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the statute of Trea:sons, the flxsi la", that defined that crime and 
its penalty, passed in 131$21. The common work ofthe council~:;"Of 
in 1353 and the parliament in 1354 was the ordinance of the 
Staples; and in 1357 the king published an ordinance for the 
government of Ireland·, which stands to that country in the 
asme relation as the statute of Edward I stands to Wales. 
Edward II had ordered that annual parliaments should be held ~~. 
in Ireland; from this act the institution dates in a more' com-
plete form: there is a vague attempt to extend the good govern-
ment of England to the sister island, but the general impression 

'produced by the act is that Ireland was In a state of disturbance 
which Edward wall utterly unable to remedy. 

The ordinance of the ~taple8 howe~er has considerable im- ~k';tan"" 
porlance, both constitutionally and socially. The royal revenue~:,; .. ~ 
no longer depended directly on the land; the contribution of '353-'354-

a fraction of personal properly had long been superseding the 
older forms of direct taxation levied on the carucate, the hide, 
or the knight's fee; and both were now being complemented by 
a definite share in the marketable'produce of the country, the 
wool, the lead, and the tin, the staple commodities of England. 
The growing mercantile interest, although strengthened by the 
alliance with the Flemings, needed both protection and regula~ 
tion; and the king and the parliament recognised in that need 
an opportunity of retaining hold on the commodities themselves. 
The system of the staple was, it would seem, a combination of 
the principle of the guild and of the royal privilege of establish-
ing fairs and markets. The merchants of the staple had a 
monopoly of purchase and export; the towns of the staple were 
centres for the collection, trial, and assessment of the goods. The 
growth of the system must date from the reign of Edward I, g:tt!PY!.. 
who had bought the town of Antwerp from'the duke of Brabant, ' 
and established there the foreign centre for the wool trade '. 
Under Edward II the merchants had their foreign staple first at 
Antwerp and afterwards at S. Orner, and home staples at several 
large towns, such as Newcastle, York, Lincoln, Winchester, 
Exete~, Bristol, and London. 'The ordinances of Edward II; 

I Statutes, i. 330; Rot: ParI. ii. 239. I Statutes, i.357. • Foed. ii. 206. 
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were confirmed by Edward III in his first parliament; but in 
1328, by the statute of Northampton, the monopolies of the 
staple were abolished and trade Bet free as it had been under 
the provisions of the great charter. Public opinion seems to 
have varied as to the propriety of continuing the system, and 
perhaps may have been determined from time to time by the 
political relations with Flanders. The staples were restored, 
and again aholis~ed in 1334; from 1344 onwards they are 
frequently discussed in parliaments and assemblies of the mer
chants: and by the statute of 13531 the system was consolidated: 
the number and place of the staples were ,fixed; the regular or 
ancient custom was declared, and the rights and privileges of the 
merchants were confirmed. The co~panies of merchants, if 
strangers, were, like the Jews of former times, under the king's 
special protection; like the offieers of the forest they had their 
own customs and tribunals, with which neither the judges nor 
the king's servants could intermeddle. They formed in fact, 
as has been already observed, a subordinate estate of the realm, 
with which the kings could negotiate separately from the other 
communities, and to which it is probable that they would gladly 
have given a more formal recognition. The varying fortunes of 
the staples during the early years of Edwar~ ill perhaps evince 
some jealousy on the part of the parliament as to the status of 
the merchants who had been too ready to play into the king's 
hands; or else they may show the varying extent to which the 
mercantile body was represented in the parliament itself. 

The peace with France concluded at Bretigny in 1360 was 
kept until 1369, when, in consequence of the repudiation by 
Charles V of the articles of the treaty, Edward, on the 3rd of 
June, resumed the title of king of France which he had resigned, 
and renewed the war. In 1362 the supply for three years wa~ 
provided by a grlJ.nt of twenty shillings on the sack and 300 
woolfells, and forty shillings on the last of leather; in 1365 by 
a subsidy of exactly double amount, the additional sums being 
required for the pacification of Ireland and Gascony; in'I368 

1 Statutes, i. 332. cr. Rot. ParI. ii. 268, 287 sq., 318, sq.; iii. 203. For 
the later history of the Staple and its relations with Calais, Bee Hall's 
Customs Revenue, i. 29 sq., and the authorities given in the appendix. 
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the wants of the two coming years were met by a vote of 36,. 8d. 
on the sack and twelve score woolfells, and four pounds on the 
last I. The king's advisers during the period were chiefly pre- Ministe1'8 

Iates: bishop Thoresby of S. David's, who became archbishop of~~3700 
York in 1352, was chancellor from 1349 to 1356; bishop 
Edington of Winchester, from 1356 to 1363'; Simon Langham, 
bishop of Ely, from 1363 to 1367, becoming archbishop of Can
terbury in 1366; and William of Wykeham, bishop of Win
chester, from 1367 to 1371. At the Treasury bishop Edington 
presided from 1344 to 1356, when he became chancellor; bishop 
Sheppey of Rochester from 1356 to 1360; Langham succeeded 
in 1360, and became chancellor in 1363; bishop Barnet of 
Worcester from 1363 to 1369; and Thomas Brantingham, 
afterwards bishop of Exeter, from 1369 to 1371. All theseThor"'1,>r 
were men who, independently of their political position, did and Islip. 

good work for the church; archbishop Thoresby's administra-
tion of the northern province was singularly able and suc~essful; 
Edington and Wykeham were not only magnificent benefactors 
by the foundation of churches and colleges, but indefatigable 
workers, as their own diocesan records testify. The see of 
Canterbury from 1349 to 1366 was occupied by archbishop 
Islip, who was likewise a founder of schools and an earnest 
advocate of good government, and who foresaw as clearly as 
most men the days of danger which 'Were coming, and which 
he could do so little to remedy. ' 

1 The parliaments of these years were :-
1360, May 15; in this a fifteenth and tenth were granted; Foed. iii. 503 ; 

the clergy of Canterbury had granted a tenth, Feb. 4; the York 
convocation met Feb. I2; Wake, p. 300. 

1361, Jan. '4-Feb. 18; Statutes, i. 364-370. 
136,. Oct. 13-Nov. 17; a 8ubsidy on wool, woolfells, and leather was 

granted for three years; Rot. ParI. ii. '73; Statutes, i. 371-378. 
1363, Oct. 6-Nov. 3; Statutes, i. 378-383; Rot. ParI. ii. 275-282. Con

vocation sat Dec. 2. 
1365, Jan. ,o-Feb. 28; a similar subsidy waa granted for three years; 

Rot. ParI. ii. 285; Statutes, i. 383-387' 
1366, May 4-1Z; Rot. ParI. ii. 388-292• 
1368, May 1-2J; the subsidy on wool for two years waa granted; Rot. 

ParI. ii. 295; Statutes, i. 388-390. 
1369. June 3-11 ;. a similar 8ubsi~y (43~. 4d. and 808.) was ~antedfor 

three years from the followmg Mlchaelmas ; Rot. ParI. 11. 300; and 
on the 21st of January, 1370, the clergy granted a tenth for three 
years. C£. Statutes, i. 390-393 ; Wake, p. 301. 
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The legislation of this period of the reign is both curious 
and important. The parliament endeavoured by sumptuary 
laws. prescribing the minutiae of diet' and dress, to prevent 
the further impoverishment of the country, already desolat.ed 
by the plague and exhausted by the war 1; attempts were made 
to bring the statute of labourers into operation by applying the 
fines which were to be raised. under it to the relief of the charges 

English on the commons 9. The use of the English language in the 
language in 
the courts courts of law was ordered in 1362, and the speech of the chan-
of law, 1362. II . I" ••. 

TIle king 
forbidden 
to tax the 
wool, 1362 
and 137I. 

ce or on openIng par lament In 1363 was delivered In English, 
forming a· precedent which was frequently although not regn
larly followed 3. By the same act, although this was not 
petitioned for, it was ordered that records should be kept in 
Latin; and the use of French was thus excluded by law, al. 
though practice was in this instance much more powerful than 
statute, and French continued to be the iegallanguage for some 
centuries. The use of English, however, in parliament, must 
have been a concession made for the convenience of the com
mons: the period is that of the rise of the newer English 
literature of the middle ages j both bishops like Thoresby and 
reformers like W ycliffe were pressing the ulle of the native 
tongue in sermons and offices of devotion. In the same par
liament of 1362' a great boon long demanded was at last 
obtained j it was enacted that from henceforth no subsidy should 
be set on wool without the assent of parliaJ;llent. This most 
important limitation of the royal power of taxation required to 
be renewed in 1371, but it serves as a mark of the growing 
tendency to deprive the crown, by very definite legislation, of its 
power of defying national sentiment and raising money by in
direct evasions of the letter of the constitutional law. The same 
parliament struck a blow at the custom of purveyance &; the 
enactment was granted, as the statute .eays, by the will of the 

I Sta.tutes. i. 380. 
• Ibid, 375; Rot. ParI. ii. u8, &c., 273. &c.. . 
• Sta.tutes, i. 375; Rot. ParI. ii. 275, 283. The speech in 1365 was in 

EngI!sh; in 1377 app'arently .~:n French; in 1381 Cow.;-enay preached in 
EnglIsh; Rot. ParI. 11. 283; lll. 3, Q8. 

• Statutes, i. 37+. art. II; Rot. ParI. ii. 271, 283. 
• Statutes, i. 371, art. 2; Rot. Part. ii. 270. 
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king himself, without motion of tbe great men or of the com- Herenounces 

b t th ds 'bl . rted' d the right of mons; u ese wor were POSSI y lOse In or er to purv.yanoe. 

preclude the king from reversing the law as he had done in it;';=E: 
1341; for the thing itself had been constantly made a matter::'~ and 

of complaint, and the archbishop of Canterbury had but lately 
addressed to the king an impassioned letter of remonstrance on 
the subject. By this law the right of purveyance was to be 
exercised only on behalf of the king or queen; the hated name 
of purveyor was to be exchanged for that of buyer, and pay-
ments were to be Inade in ready money. . The petitions of the 
commons, b6iides the points here touched on, and a prayer for 
annual parliaments, were devoted chiefly to· complamts of the 
papal usurpations which the act of 1353 bad .failed to check. 
Iq 1365 was passerl a new statute of praemunire, definitely~~~ 
aimed against the jurisdiction of the papal courtt , and in the 13'iis- ' 
following year the parliament, the bishops, lords, and co=ons, 
unanimously repudiated the burden of papal superiority which 
had been undertaken by John, and refused to pay the tribute of Refusal of 

1000 marks which had been long in arrear and had now ceased ~br~366. 
altogether g; even Peter's Pence, the ancient Romescot, which 
dated from the days of Offa and Ethelwulf, was withheld for a 
tiOle ". 

2ijO. But important as these points are, these years have, if 

I Statutes, i. 386 ; Rot. Part ii. ~84- The editors of the Part Rist. (i. 
316) ltate that Edward himself made the speech which led to this enact
ment; this is not mentioned in the Roll itaelf, which iii the only authority. 

• 'Lour disoit comment Ie roi avoit entendu qe Ie pape par force d'un 
fait quel il dit qe Ie roi Johan fesoit au pape, de lui falre homage pU1" Ie 
roialme d'Engieterre et Ia terre d'Ireiande, et qe par cause du dit homage 
q'U devercit paler chescun an perpetuelment mille mares, est en volunte 
de fairs proces devers Ie roi et BOn roialme pur Ie dit service et cens reco
verir. De qoi Ie roi pria as ditz prelatz, ducs, countes et barons lour avys 
et bon conleil, et ce q'U en ferroit en cas qe Ie pape vorroit proceder devers 
lui ou Bon dit roialme pur celIe cause. Et Ies pre1atz req ueroient au roi 
q'Us se purroient BIlr ce par eu BOui aviser et respondre Iendemain. 
Queux prelatz Ie dit Iendemain adeprimes par eux mesmes, et puis lee 
autres dues, countee, barons, et grantz, respondirent et disoient qe Ie dit 
roi J-ohan ne nul autre parra mettre lui ne son roialme ne son poeple en 
tiele BIlbjection saunz assent et accorde de eux. Et Ies communes sur ce 
demandez et avisez respondirent en mesme la manere j' Rot. ParI. ii. 290. 
The tribute was in arrear since 1333· 

• Stow, Chron. p. ~66; Barnes (from the C. C. C. MS.), p. 670. cr. Rot. 
Parl iii. u. 

I' f z 
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Family viewed in their results, a much greater historical significance. 
settlement.. 
Proviaion 
for the 
Prince of 
Wales; 

It is to them that we must refer the maturity of Edward's 
scheme for the settlement of his family, and the ongin of the 
strifes that make up the history of the following century. His 
eldest son, Edward the Black Prince, created in 1336 duke of 
Cornwall and in 1343 prince of Wales, was married in 1361 to 
his cousin Johanna of Kent, the heiress of earl Edmimd of 

!fr1::~el . Woodstock and granddaughter of Edward I. Lionel, the second 
erp'surviving son, had been married in 1342 to the heiress of 

William de Burgh, earl of mster, who inherited from her 
grandmother a third of the great possessions of the' earls of 
Gloucester and Hertford; he became duke of Clarence in 1362. 

~:.!~hnof John of Gaunt, the next son, had married in 1359 his kins
woman Blanche of Lancaster, who inherited four of the five 
earldoms of earl Thomas; to these John himself added the 
earldom of Richmond, and in 1362 he became duke of Lan-

Aoonmn· caster. The subsequent marriages of Edmund Mortimer earl 
lat.ioDof fM h • 'h 
great fiefs in 0 arc, great-grandson of the tl1utor, WIt the daughter of 
the royal • 
family. the duke of Clarence, and of the two co-heiresses of Bohun 

with Henry of Lancaster, son of John of Gaunt, and Thomas of 
Woodstock, the youngest son of Edward III, completed an 
arrangement which collected in the family of the king all the 
great inheritances of the land, and might have seemed likely 
to preclude for ever the revival of the territorial and political 
parties which had so nearly wrecked the fortunes of England 

Growth of In the reign of Edward II. The idea of this arrangement must 
this policy. 

have been long in coming to full growth or in finding its 
opportunity. None of the Norman sovereigns had ventured 
to provide in this way for son or brother. Henry II had 
laboured to the utmost to obtain foreign territory for his sons, 
but had only allowed one of them to marry at home, and had 
sent all his daughters abroad. Henry III had given the earl
dom of Cornwall to his brother, and that of Lancaster to his 
second son, and thus had begun to gather in the escheated fiefs, 
as he saw Louis IX doing in France. Edward I had shown by 
the marriages of his daughters to the earls of Gloucester and 
Hereford, and by the lawyerlike settl~ment by which he laid 
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bold on the Bigod inheritance, a clear perception of the fact that Adv~tageo 
the Engli~h princes must henceforth be used to strengthen the ~~:policy 

BCheme. 
power of the royal house at home as well as abroad; and even 
Edward II, by providing for his younger brothers with the 
earldoms of Kent and Norfolk, had acted on the same principle. 
Nothing however had yet been done which wore the appearance 
of • political scheme; and, if Edward III married his children 
with an ey~ to such a scheme, he acted with more craft than real 
wisdom. The fate of his father might have warned him of what 
was in store for his grandson. But there was much to make 
the prospect inviting :' there was something gained moreover in 
the complete identification of the interest of the royal house 
with the welfare of England; the locust flights of foreigners 
need be feared no more; the baronial jealo~sy could not be BO 

easily excited when the chiefs of the baronage· were alIso closely 
united in blood and in common interests; and the widespread 
territorial influences of the great inheritances migh~ well be 
reckoned on as sufficient to guide, combine, or divide the com
mons. The bestowal of the title of duke', almost new in Eng-
land, on John of Gaunt and Lionel of Antwerp, in 1362, seems 
to be the symbolical consummatioJl,. of the new policy. 

Had England been a united country, or had Edward's sons 
been unambitious and patriotic, the reault might have been 
good. As it was, the policy was fatal. Lionel died in 1368, 
and, as the prince of Wales had then two sons alive, the chance 
which the heiress of Clarence had of inheriting or transmitting 
a right to the throne might be deemed small But John ofJobnof 
Gaunt was ambitious and unpopular, and to him the absence!";::~~ 
of the Black Prince in Aquitaine left open the place of chief::~bt.ce . 
counsellor to his father. Although John had acquired the !;~~~377' 
Lancaster heritage, he had not taken up the Lancaster policy: 
he cared to propitiate neither the clergy nor the commons, but 
acted as the guide and leader .of the court. Consequently his 
reputation was even worse than he deserved; when in January, 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 273. The Black Prince had been made duke of Cornwall 
in 1336, and Henry of Lancaster duke of Lancaster in 1351. These were 
the only precedente. 
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1371, the prince of Wales returned to England in broken 
health, the prospect of a royal minority, with John of Gaunt 
as guardian, became alarming, and he :was suspected of aspiring 

Unhappiness to the succession. Until the death of queen Philippa in 1369 
of Edward'. . 
later years, the family harmony had been unbroken. From that date no-
13

6
g-

I
377' thi d 'th Ed d U ful . . I . ng prospere WI war. nsuccess ill war, uxurIOUS 

in peace, he seemed to be reversing the glories of his early 
years, and, as his victories grew fewer and his popularity 
diminished, political questions at home became more threatening. 
The same year 1369 saw the last fatal visitation of the great 
plague. 

Dangers in The religious condition of England at this moment was full 
the religious.. • 
oondition of of dIfficult questIOnS. The church, 8111ce the days of S. Edmund 
England. and Grosseteste, when we saw the clergy frankly allied with 

the laity not only in the struggle for common liberty but in 
resistance to papal encroachments,. had been subjected to an 
alternation of rulers not less different from one another than 
were the kings whom they had to counsel. The arbitrary rule 
of Boniface of Savoy,-now as a military chieftain leaving the 
church to herself or enriclling himself with her spoils, now as 
an apostolic judge enforcing the rigour of the laws which he 
did not profess ·to obeY,-a. sort of rule which might account 

Archbishops, for any amount of degeneration,-had been succeeded by the 
1273-

1
3

1
3. strict ecclesiastical administration of three successive primates, 

enlightened, sincere, earnest and cultivated, but profoundly im
pressed with the belief that it was their duty to set the priesthood 

Impsrfect above the secular power. Kilwardby, Peckham, and Winchelsey 
diocipline. 

were men of piety and zeal, good preachers and self-denying 
men; but their point of view was that of the Roman, not, 
as Langton's had been, that of the English priesthood. In 
the spirit of Becket they had striven for privileges, the abU:se 
of which they could not prevent. They had had allies in the 
anti-royal, the baronial, or as it afterwards became, the Lan
caster party, which had other grounds of quarrel with the 
royal power and was glad to have in the clergy a. link that 

McbbiBbop secured the alliance of the people at large. Archbishop Rey
~:~~~'!"i. nolds who followed was, as we have seen, a creature of the 
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king: yet Reynolds was wise enough to see the clerical abuses 
against which Winchelsey had fought, and had fought in vain 
because he would not allow the privilege, which gave occasion 
Cor the abuses, to be limited by any hands but his own. The Pluralitie .. 

abuse of plurality, which left the spiritual care of the people 
to hirelings, or to the volunteer agency of the friars, who had 
their own ends to seek, and who, beginning perhaps from a 
higher standing-point than the secular clergy, rapidly sank 
into a much deeper degradation; the neglect of learning and:;:'::! 
discipline which allowed men utterly unqualified for spiritual 
work to enter into holy orders, and' after they were ordained 
to return to secular employments, licensed to sin and sheltered 
from punishment by a character which no secular power must 
be allowed to touch; the impotency of the ecclesiastical tri~ 
bunals which could not inflict condign punishment on clerical 
criminals, but would not allow them to be tried by laYmen; 
all these were points which constitution after constitution, 
canon after canon, were directed to amend. Not only Reynolds Mr 
but Mepeham and Stratford, and almost every primate to the ~tratfotd. 
time of the Reformation, strove earnestly against the abuses it:'::~'to 
of the spiritual courts which were really alienating the nation =~.1he 
from the church and from religion also. It may be questioned oourt& 

whether these attempts at reform would ever have been suc~ 
cessful; as it was, the preaching of WyclifFe startled the rulers 
of the church into an attitude of rigid conservatism. Before Anti-clerical 

the WyclifFe movement began there was a'strong anti~clerical::.{at 
feeling, and a strong anti-clerical party' in the court itself, 
which, jealous at once of the influence of the church in social 
life, and of the preponderant share of the clergy in the ad
ministration of government, was likely enough for its own ends 
to ally itself with religious discontent, whilst it steadily re~ 
sisted moral or spiritual reformation. A curious tissue of 
Lollard influences at court appears during the rest of the reign 
in opposition to constitutional reform. 

261. The history of the last seven years of this long reign ... ». 1369-

exhibits a singular combination or rather confusion of political l377
• 

elements together with a great amount of political activity. 
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the Prince 
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1371. 

Parliament 
of 1371. 
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The year 1369 had been marked by a singular unanimity. The 
parliament had not only advised the king to resume, as he had 
already resolved to do, the title of king of France, but had granted 
an increased subsidy, in addition to the custom, on wool for three 
years; and the clergy, after being consulted first in diocesan synods 
and afterwards in the provincial convocations, supplemented the 
grant of the laity with a tenth for the same period 1. This 
liberal supply obviated the necessity of calling a parliament in 
1370: the attention of the nation was fixed on the war in 
Gascony. From Gascony the Black Prince returned in January, 
1371, leaving John of Gaunt as commander in bis place. ,The 
expenses of the contiOued war had outrun the supply of money, 
and the successes were scarcely sufficient to maintain the na
tional enthusiasm. AB migbt be expected under the circum
stances, public indignation turned against the ministers. 

The parliament of 1371 met on tbe 24th of February in the 
Painted Chamber'; Edward himself was present, with William 
of Wykeham as chancellor, and bishop Brantingham of Exeter 
as treasurer. The chancellor opened the proceedings with a 
speech, in which he described the enormous preparations made 
by the king of France, and requested the advice and support 
of the parliament, in order to avert invasion and prevent the 
destruction of the English navy. After the formal business 
of tbe petitions, the deliberations began, and the consultation 
between the lords and commons lasted for more than a month. 

Attacll: on Of the details of the discussion we have no account, unless we 
~"tJ,~= may refer to this occasion an extract from a speech of one of 

the lords on the wealth and immunities of the clergy, wbich 
was preserved by Wycliffe. Tbe occasion of the speech was 
a claim on the part of the 'religiosi possessionati,' the monastic 
owners of property, to be excused from the payment of tenths 
and fifteenths to the crown; and the speech was made by 
'a lord more ~kilful than the rest s: He argues bowever 

1 Wilkins, Cone. iii. 82-84. See .. bove, p. 433. 
• Feb. 24-M&r. 29; Rot. ParI. ii. 303 sq. ; Lords' Report, i. 494. 
• • Unum dominum peritiorem ceteris;' possibly lord Ie Scrape. - See 

Fasciculi Zizaniorum, pref. p. xxi, where Dr. Shirley refers the speech ~ 
this p&rliament. 
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agaiost the 'clerici possessionati' in general. In the speech Apologue 
spoken m 

the clergy are represented as an owl dressed in feathers which parliament. 
had been contributed by the other birds for her protection; . on 
tbe approach of. the hawk the birds reclaimed their gifts; the 
owl declined to restore them, and each took back his own by 
force. The application of this apologue was that the tempo-
ralities of the clergy should be resumed in time of war as 
common property of the kingdom. Whoever the speaker may 
have been, the sentiment of the speech recommended itself 
strongly to a party in the parliament, which retained the anti-
clerical feeling that had been exhibited in 1340. This party The earl of 
was headed by John of Hastings, earl of Pembroke, who had~e:.~roke. 
been the king's intended son-in-law t, a young man of twenty_l:f';~ent 
four, grandson of Roger Mortimer and also the representative 
of the house of Valence. Pembroke was the spokesman of 
the court influence, and may possibly have been supported 
indirectly by John of Gaunt. He seems however to have 
availed himself of the growing spirit of religious disaffection, 
in order to overthrow the ministry. A formal address was PropoaaJ to 

made to the king in the name of the earls, barons, and com- ~.:ri~ 
mons of England, representing that the government of the _ten. 

realm had long been carried on by ecclesiastics whom it was 
impossible to bring to account; thus great .mischief had be-
fallen the state in times past, and greatel' still might happen; 
it would be well if it should please the king that for the future 
sufficient and able laymen should be chosen, and none other 
hold the office of chancellor, treasurer, clerk of the privy seal, 

I Pembroke had been betrothed to Margaret, daughter of Edward III, 
but ahe died before marriage, and he married a daughter of Sir Walter
Manny. Edward calls him 'notre trea amefitz;' Foed. iii. 941. In 137~ 
Pembroke waa captured by the Spaniards. The chronicler regards this aa 
a judgment; for first he waa an adulterer; secondly, 'pernici08uS quadam 
dementia et imania fatigatus jura et libertates ecclesiaaticaa in quodam 
parliamento delevisse ex animo afi"ectavit ;' thirdly,' ipse protinus exagi
tatus nequitiae stimulo suasit regi suoque consilio ut viri ecclesi ... tici bel
lorum tempore gravius quam ~ saeculareB mulotarent~. Ista!~ 
ultima lumme dominiB temporalibna placuerunt, quae delOceps quail 10 

consuetudinem Hcet nunquam gaudentes traxerunt, reputantes 1& in hoc 
magnum aliquid oonsecutos, Ii quandocunque sanot"m eccleaiam novia 
impositionibus et tallagiis valeant onerare;' WaJaing. i. 315; Cont. 
Murim. p. 213. 
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baron or .controller of the exchequer, or any important post of 
the kind: if this might be done, the execution of the resolution 
might be left to the king, whose choice of servants it was not 

The king intended otherwise to fetter. The king replied that he would 
consents. make such order as should seem to' him to be best, with the 

advice of his council 1• But he yielded the point, or perhaps 
may have instigated the movement. William of Wykeham, on 
the 24th of March I, resigned the great seal, and bishop Brant-

A Lay Chan- ingham, on the 27th, quitted the treasury_ Their successors 
cellor and • d - di I th h II S· T~nrer were appomte lJIlIIle ate y : e new c ance or was 1r 
appomted. • 

Robert Thorpe, master of Pembroke Hall, CambrIdge, the 
favourite foundation of the house. of Pembroke; the treasurer 
was Sir Richard Ie Scrope of Bolton, the faithful and life-long 

Was John adviser of John of Gaunt s. That the duke of Lancaster was 
~f~n! actively interested'in the attack upon Wykeham it would be 
thIS attack? difficult to prove; and the supposition has been too rashly 

made, by an anticipation of the later relations of John of Gaunt 
with Wycliffe, and his opposition to Wykeham. John of Gaunt 
was abroad at the moment, and PI;obably had little interest in 
the religious views of Wycliffe, who no doubt sympathised with 
the atta~k. But he was probably willing to embarrass the 
minister, and allowed his own political party to support Pem-

New fonn broke. The result of the king's concession was a grant on the 
of ta.xatioD. part of parliament, reported on the 28th of March, of a sum 

. of .£50,000, to be raised by a contribution of 228. 3d. from 
each parish. There were, it was calculated, 40,000 parishes in 
England, and the larger were to help the smaller ,_ More than 
forty petitions of the commons had been presented; some were 
immediately answered, others reserved for further examination. 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 304. • Foed. iii. 9II. 
• Foss, Biogr. J urid. pp. 603, 656. 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 304. The computation of 40,000 parishes, like that of 

the 60,000 knights' fees (above, vol. i. p. 432). is a curious illustration of 
the absolute untrustworthiness of medieval figures, which, even when most 
circumstantially minute, oannot he accepted except where, as in the public 
accounts, vouchers can be quoted. Hearne, in his appendix to Avesbury, 
gives the following mi,...tite from MS.: • Nota quod in AngUa sunt eccle
aiae parochiales, 46,822 ; item villae, 53,285; item episcopatus, 17; item 
feoda militum, 53,315; de quibus religiosi habent, 28,000;' p. 264; Hig
den. Polycl1r. i. c. 49. makes the parishes +5,002. 
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A single statute was passed, the most important provision of 
which was the repetition of the law of 1362, that no impost 
should be laid on wool, other than the custom and subsidy 
granted to the king, without the aBSent of parliament 1. 

The extraordinary ignorance displayed by the parliament, or Inexperienco 

by the new ministers, in reference to the money grant, showed ~te ... 
that a sudden transfer of power into lay hands was not without 
ita disadvantages. It was found necessary to call a great Parlia

council in June, at Winchester, to complete and remedy the:~~t?' .. ote 

proceedings of March. Half of the representative members of=:::!icit 
the late parliament were recalled to meet the king and a few oeune

• 137
1
• 

the lords I. The chancellor reported that instead of 40,000 

parishes there were less than 90003; the charge of 22B. 3d. must 
be raised to 116,., and even then all the church lands acquired 
since 1292 must be included among the contributors" The 
change was at once allowed, the outstanding petitions were 
answered, and the assembly broke up. 

• Statutes, i. 393; Foed. iii. 91S; Rot. ParI. ii. 30S. 
I June S, Rot. Part ii. 3°4: writs were directed to four bishops, four 

abbots, six earls, and seven barons; and the sheriffs were ordered to send up 
oue of the represeutative membel'll of each constitueucy, who had attended 
the last parliament, and who was named in the writ; Lords' Report, iv.650. 

I Stow, Chron. pp. 36S, 369. gives the number of parishes in each county, 
and the amount of assessment. The total number was S,6oo; the assess
ment £SO,ISI Sa. Chester was not included, 

• This eharge on the lands acquired by the clergy and religious since 
the taxation of pope Nicolas in 1391 was not a novelty, as sometimes 
imagined. See above, p. 416, note I. The question whether they should 
be taxed with the laity or with the clergy was however settled, so far as 
thia grant was concerned, by the words of the parliament, • fol'll pris en 
ceste grant la counte de Ce&tre et les terres et possessions de Seinte Eglise 
du roialme amortisea devant l'an xx Ie roi l'aiel et taxes ove la clergie a la 
disme;' Rot. ParI. ii. 30+ As early as 1307 the form of taxation of the 
temporal grant excluded' the proper goods of the clergy issuing from the 
temporalities annexed to their churches' because they were included in 
the clerical grant, assessed according to the taxation of the tenth (i. e. the 
taxation of pope Nicolas). But all property of the clergy of whatever 
kind, not included in that taxation of the tenth, is included in the temporal 
grant. In 1341 and 1346 the question had arisen (above, p. 416) but was 
not decided. It certainly would seem not impossible that these lands 
should now and then escape taxation altogether; and some such claim 
may have been made in the speecll whieh is answered by WyclifFe's friend, 
as above. See ParI. Writs, II. i. 15; Chron. de Melsa, ii. 309, 340. In 
the first parliament of Richard II it was ordered that these lands should 
for the future be taxed with those of the laity; Rot. ParI. iii. 34.' Cf. Rot. 
ParI. iii. 75,134,176,376; Vito Abb. S. Alb. iii. 36. 
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Large grants The warning thus given to the clergy was not unheeded. 
=~tion, The convocations were called together immediately. On the 
lIay, '37" 28th of April the royal commissioners demanded a grant of the 

:Ministerial 
changes, 
J372. 

same amount as that voted by the parliament. On the 2nd of 
May the prince of Wales met the convocation of Canterbury in 
the parlour of the Savoy palace and received their promise to 
provide .£50,000, if the province of York and the exempt and 
privileged clergy were made to join in the contribution 1. The 
York convocation acquiesced in the following July; the northern 
province was to pay one-fifth of the sum. 

The personal influence of Pembroke did not last long. He 
was captured by the Spaniards at sea, on the 23rd of June, 
1372; and on the 29th of the same month Sir Robert Thorpe, 
the chancellor, died, and was succeeded by Sir John Knyvett, 

Tho king chief justice of the king's bench. John of Gaunt returned to 
goes to war, ' 
but retuma. England; and the king himself made an ineffectual attempt to 

relieve la Rochelle, on which he spent, it was said, '£900,000. 
Before he started he had· called a parliament, to be held on the 
13th of October before his grandchild Richard as regent; he 
returned however before the day appointed and issued another 

Parliament summons for November 3rd. Sir Guy Brian, who appeared as 
ofNovomber,th kin ' k d f th al dis fit 13720 e g s spo esman, ma e no secret 0 e roy com ure, 

and laid first before the lords, and afterWards before the assem
bled estates, the great exigencies of his master in Aquitaine, 
which the prince. of Wales had, on the 5th of Octobet·, surren
dered to his father '. The parliament made a virtue of neces-

Heavy sity: It was now the turn of the wool to be taxed: the heavy 
taxation. 

subsidy imposed in 1369 was renewed for two years, a fifteenth 
was granted for a· single year, and the citizens and burghers, 
after the departure of the knights, continued for another year 
the custom of tunnage and poundage, two shillings on the tun 
of wine and sixpence in the pound on merchandise, which had 

• Wilkins, Cone. iii. 91. This was no doubt a heavy increase of taxation. 
and included small endowments which had hitherto escaped, • lIIloCerdotes 
stipendiarii secundum valorem quem perceperunt erant taxati; minut& 
etiam beneficia quae nunquam prius erant taxata ad complementum iiliua 
similiter erant taxata;' Cont. Murimuth, p. 310; Wals. i. 313; Wake, 
p. 30~; Hody, Histo Conv. pp. u8-an. 

• Foed. iii. 974. 
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been granted the year before for the protection of the merchant 
navy 1. This was done at the request of the prince of Wales, 
who applied to the wine and other merchandise the same uncon
stitutional mode of negotiation which had been forbidden in the 
case of the wool. Among the petitions of this parliament one LawyeN 

only was turned into a statute, and it betrays somewhat of the ~~t!':f 
same jealousy towards the lawyers as had been shown in 1371 ~;~. 
towards the clergy. It was desired that henceforth' gentz de 
ley,' lawyers practising in the king's courts, who made the par
liament a mere convenience for transacting the affairs of their 
clients to the neglect of the public business, should no longer be 
eligible as knights of the shire; and that the sheriffs also should 
be disqualified during their term of office'. But although the 
, gentz de seinte Eglise' may have inspired the attack on their 
rivals, the lawyers remained in possession of the great offices of 
state until the last year of the reign. Other petitions concern Ot1!e~ 

• petitions. 
the enforcement of the statute of labourers, the annual appoInt-
ment of sheriffs, the abuses of the chancery and the ecclesiastical 
courts, and the privileges of the merchants, which were natu-
rally re-asserted every time that a grant on wool was Inade in 
parliament. 

In 1373 the same story is repeated, but this time the hero OfParlioment 
the unsuccessful enterprise is John of Gaunt. He had made ~:.~;;~
his grand expedition, had traversed great part of France, but 
found it ravaged before him, and failed to meet .an enemy or 
obtain supplies. Having lost a great part of his army and 
nearly all his horses, he sent home for money, and the king 
called the parliament to provide it on the 21st of NovemberS. 
The transactions show that, whatever might have been the 
minor jealousies of class or estate in former years, the commons 

1 The parliament sat N ov. 3-~4; the grant is given, Rot. ParI. ii. 310. 
The Parliament Roll of 1371 which must have contained the previous grant 
of tunnage and poundage i. imperfect; Rot. Pari. ii. 308; Hale, Concern
ingtheCuatoms, p. 173; on the grant by the burghers, see Hallam, Middle 
Ages, iii. 47. 

• Rot. Pari. ii. 310; Statutes, i. 394. 
• It sat until Dec. 10; Lords' Report, i. 494; Rot. Pari. ii. 316: but on 

the ~9th of November, after the grant was made, the king gave leave to 
depart to all who wished, 
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still'trusted the lords and the lords were willing to do their best 
for the commons. On the 22nd the chancellor discharged his 
most disagreeable duty: the expedition of the duke of Lancaster 
had been most costly j advice and aid must be given, and, 
until that, was done, the petitions of the parliament must stand 
over. The tone was too peremptory, and the demand for aid 
without reference to the petitions was an aggression that pro-' 

Conference voked reprisals. The commons, on the 24th, sent to the lords 
between the • 
lords and askmg them to appoint a number of their body to confer with 
commons. them. This is the first instance since the institution of repre-

sentative parliaments of a practice which was soon to acquire 
great importance. The lords readily acquiesced, !'Ind sent the 
bishops of London, Winchester, and Bath, the earls of Arundel, 
March, and Salisbury, Sir Guy Brian, and Sir Henry Ie Scrope of 
Masham. Of these the bishop of London was Simon Sudbury, 
afterwards archbishop 1>f Canterbury, the victim of the revolt of 
I3!!x ; the bishop of Winchester was William of Wykeham, who 
was no doubt still smarting under his humiliation of 13'11 ; and 
the bishop of Bath had been the chancellor of Aquitaine under 
the Black Prince j the earls of Salisbury and Arundel and Guy 
Brian were intimate friends and companions of the ~g j the 
earl of March, as husband of Philippa of Clarence, had his own 
apprehensions of John of Gaunt; and Henry Ie Scrope was an 
old north-country lord. The majority certainly, and the whole 
committee probably, was opposed to the influence of John of 

~~~~~8 Gaunt. After five days' consultation the commons returned 
. their answer: they would join in a grant of a fifteenth for two 
years, if the war should last so long j they renewed the subsidy 
on wool, the tunnage and poundage for the same period 1; but 
they prayed that thll money might be spent on the war and on 
that only, and that members of the parliament should not be 
collectors of the impost. The other petitions were of the usual 
sort j the papal assumptions in particular, which seemed more 
and more encroaching as new legislation was devised to meet 

!"tt'~';!:': them, 'were a subject of very loud complaint. The adjustment 
of the relations with the papacy had already been made the 

I Rot. ParI. ii. ill 7. 
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Bubject of an embaBSY to the pope, and was referred to a great 
conference or congress of ambassadors, which was to be held at 
Bruges, in 1374. The clergy, in their convocations, voted a 
tenth immediately after the dismissal of the parliament' . No 
other assembly of the estates was summoned until the famous 
• Good Parliament' of 1376. 
. The nation waited no doubt with great anxiety the result ofN.~tiations 

.. h' h' . at Brugeo. the negotIatIOns w lC were carned on at Bruges for a concordat '374-'375. 

with the pope, and, under the shadow of that transaction, for a 
permanent peace with France. The former series of debates, 
conducted on the side of England by bishop Gilbert of Bangor 
and the famous John Wycliffe, lasted from July 1374 to Sep-
tember 13751 ; the latter, during 1375, were guided by John of 
Oaunt,who in the month.of June concluded a truce for a year, 
which practically lasted during the remainder of the reign. The 
result of the negotiation with the pope, as usual, disappointed 
the country I ; a small temporary concession was made by the 

I Canterbury Deo. 17, 1373, and York Feb. 6, I.374; Wake,p. 303; Foed. 
iii. 993. 

• The commission, given July 27, 1374, mentions that the bishop, with 
three others, had been already at work; Foed. iii. 1007. The truce between 
England and France for a year was ooncluded by John of Gaunt at Bruges, 
June 27, 1375; it was prolonged by him in conjunction with archbishop 
Sudbury and the earl of Cambridge, at Bruges, March 12, 1376 to April I, 
1377; ibid. 1048. 

• Foed. iii. 1037; the pope'B letters are dated Sept. I, 1375. The king, 
however, on the 15th of February, 1377, when he gave up, on the occasion 
of hiB jubilee, the right of presentation to certain preferments which had. 
fallen into hi. hands during vacancies, published six articles extracted 
verball1 from the pope, in which he promised (I) to abstain from reserva-. 
tiono, (3) to wait for free elections to bishoprics. (3) to act justly with 
reference to other elective dignities, (4) to be moderate in bestowing pre
ferments on foreigners, (5) to relieve the clergy in the matter of first fruits, 
and (6), without committing himself absolutely for the future, to be cir
oumspect in' declaring provisions and expectatives. Possibly this is the 
real result of the Bruges negotiations. The sum of them is statsd by 
Walsingham, i. 317: 'tandem concordatum est intsr eos quod papa de 
cetera reservationibuB beneficiorum minime uteretur et quod rex beneficia 
per .. quare impedit" n1terlus Don conferret; sed de electionibus pro 
quibuB ambassiatores anna praeterito fuerunt missi ad curiam Romanam, 
in isto tractatu nihil penitus erat tactum.' And this seems to agree fairly 
well with the articles just qnoted. See Lewis's Wycliffe, pp. 33 , 33; 
Barnes, pp. 86.., 866. By the writ 'quare impedit' the king was' accus
tomed, on the ground of wardships or of his right to the patronage of 
vacant churches, to usurp a good deal of preferment, and also to treat as 
Tacant livings which had been filled up by the pope. See Rot. Pari. ii. 8 ; 
iii. 20, 86, 163. 
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Negotiations court of Avignon, which virtually re-asserted the larger claim; I 
atBrug... " 

Their 
futility. 

Ali .. 
Perrers. 

The Good 
Parliament, 
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and the pope, by confirmmg the appomtments made by the king 
and annulling the rival appointments made by himself and by 
Urban V, strengthened instead of renouncing his former posi
tion. No relief was therefore to be expected from these irri
tating and oppressive interferences with English freedom. Public 
disaffection was on the increase; the king since the death of 
Philippa had fallen under the influence of Alice Perrers, one of 
the court ladies who had served the queen, and who now: 
assumed the position of an influential minister. The adminis
tration fell into contempt, which was increased during the 
absence of the duke of Lancaster, and on his return took the 
form of 0Fen hostility. The .summer of 1375 was exceedingly 
hot and dry-; a dread of the return of the plague probably 
hindered ~ealling of a parliament; and the abeyance of· the 
parliament increased popular misgivings. The cessation of 
taxation was itself an alarming sign, for a greater effort than 
had ever been made before would be needed to meet the deficit. 
The influence of the duke of Lancaster moreover, which was 
used to support the corrupt agency of the king's miBt!ess, was 
felt to be a national disgrace. 

262. The parliament of 1376 shares the character of the 
great councils of 1258 and 1297 only in the fact that it marked 
the climax of a long rising excitement. It asserted some sound 
principles without being a starting-point of new history. It 
afforded an important illustration of the increasing power of the 
commons, but, as an attempt at real reform and progress, it was 
a failure. It had been summoned originally for the 12th of 
February, but did not meet until the 28th of April1. On that 
day the king presented himself, but, as it was usual to wait for 
late comers, the proceedil!gs were delayed until the morrow, 
when, in the Painted Chamber and in. the king's presence, 
Knyvett the chancellor declared· the occasion of the meeting. 
This was threefold, to provide for the internal peace of the 

1 Lords' Report, iv. 66~ i Rot. ParI. ii. a31: • Parlismenti quod Bonum 
mento vocabatur i' Walsinghsm, i. 3~4. • Commonly called the Good 
Parliament j' Stow, Chron. p. a7I j Daniel (quoted by Barnes, p. ~93). 
P·257· 
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country, for defence against France, and for the continuance of 
. the war. Mter the appointment of the Triers of petitions, the Conferen .. 

h d, d h .. of lords and two ouses separate an, on t e applicatIOn by the commons commOD& 

to be assisted in their deliberations by the lords, twelve mag-
nates were appointed to confer wit.h them, as had been done in 
1373. Four bishops were named, William Courtenay of London, Joint 

Henry Ie Despenser of Norwich, Adam Houghton of St. David's, committee. 

and Thomas Appleby of Carlisle; four earls, March, Warwick, 
Stafford and Suffolk; four barons, Henry Percy, Guy Brian, 
Henry Ie Scrope and Richard Stafford 1. The leaders in this 
committee, bishop Courtenay and the earl of March, were more 
or less constitutional politicians, and might be trusted not to 
concede too much to the court party. Henry Percy also was
supposed to be faithful to the rights of the commons. Adam 
Houghton may have leaned to the duke of Lancastel who after-
wards made him chancellor ; Warwick, as may be inferred from 
later history, was a mere self-seeking politician; Brian and 
Scrope were men of much official experience; none of the others 
were in any way remarkable. The strength however of the The Prince 

commons lay in the support of the prince of Wales9, who, with ~p~': tho 

the bishop of Winchester, probably concerted the attack upon commons. 

the court, which was the most marked result of the deliberation. 
The parliament lasted until the 6th of July ; large documentary 

I Rot. ParI. ii. 333. Instead of the bishop of S. David's, the Chronicon 
Angliae (ed. Thompson) mentions the bishop of Rochester, Thomas Brinton, 
and instead of Henry Ie Scrope, Roger Beauchamp; the nomination of the 
bishops is said to have been made by the knights of the shire, who with 
them chose the foar barons, and with their advice foar earls ; pp. 69, 70 ; 
Archaeologia, mi. 313. Bishop Courtenay's mother, Margaret Bohun, was 
a granddaughtel· of Edward I. 

I The participation of the prince of Wales in the attack on the court 
was believed at the time. one of John of Gaunt's advisers said to him, 
, domine, non latet vestram ma,,"'Ilificentiam quibua et quantis auxiliis isti 
milites, non plebei mcut BBseruistis, sed armipotentes at atranui, fulciuntar. 
Namque favorem' obtinent dominorum et in primis domini Edwardi prin
cipia Cratria vestri qui illis consilium impendit efficax et juvamen;' Chr'. 
Ang. pp. 74, 75. 'Communes Angliae per dominum principem Wa1liae 
primogeuitum regis, ut dicebatur, erant secretius animati;' ibid. App. p. 
393; Cont. Murim. p. 323. The chief evidence of Wykeham's share in 
this is the fact that it was upon him first that the duke's vengeance fell ; 
Bee Lomh, pp. 138 sq. The story that Wykeham had decla.red John of 
Gaunt to be a changeling is only a. proof of the open enmity exis~ at' 
this moment between the two. See Shirley, Fasc. ,ZW. p. xxv. 
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illustrations of its proceedings are extant, but unfortunately no 
chronological arrangement of those proceedings is possible, and 
we gather only a general impression as to the sequence of events. 
The death, however, of the Black Prince on the 8th of June 
serves as a middle point. 

The debates, if debates they may be called, were of two sorts. 
The co=ons with their associated lords concerted their mea
sures apart in the chapter-house at Westminster; the court 
faction under the duke of Lancaster sat, as a distinct contract

Election of ing party, probably at the Savoy. The first measure of the 
a speaker. 

commons was to elect a foreman or Speaker; their choice fell 

Herepre
sants the 
opinionot 
parliament 
to John of 
Gaunt, 

on Sir Peter de la Mare \ one of the knights who represented 
. Herefordshire; and steward of the earl of March: he at once 
laid before the council, of which the duke was president, a de-
mand for an examination of the public accounts 2• The speaker 
was charged to report to the Iring's representatives that the 
nation was willing to do their utmost to help their lord, but 
that they claimed some consideration; if the king had had good 
counsellors he must have been rich; it was certain that some of 
his counsellors had become wealthy and that the kingdom was 
impoverished for their aggrandisement; if he would do jnstice 
on the culprits the commons would undertake .th\l-t without ex
traordinary aid from them he would have sufficient supply for 
all needs. The duke, who was aware that the popular excite
ment against him was very strong, adjourned the sitting to the 

and points. next day, and then attempted to temporise s. The Speaker, 
out the oJllef h . h· th fi d • t-':>· his t t offenders at owever, aVlOg got erst wor , perslS .... 10 S a ement, 
oourt. and declared the precise causes of the national poverty to be the 

frauds on the staple, the usurious loans taken up by the king 
from private persons, and the shameful' financial transactions 

1 Chron. Angl. p. 73. He does not bear the title of speaker, which was 
given first to Sir Thomas Hungerford in 1377; but it is clear th .. t, like 
Sir Willi .. m Trussell ( .. bove, p. 411, note 3) .. nd others, he fulfilled the 
duties of the office; .. nd Wa.lsingham (i. 3ll) .. nd the Chronicon Anglia.e 
(p. 73) call him • prolocutor;' cf. Cont. A. Murim. p. 319. The title given 
in the French documents is • v .. nt-parlour ;' Rot. Part iii. 100; or' com
mune parlour;' ib. 310. 

• Rot. Pari. ii. 333, 323; Cbr. Ang!. p. 73; Wa.ls. i. 330, 321; Cont. 
Murim.pp.3I8-220. 

• Cbr. Angl. pp. 74, 76• 



XVI.] The Good Parliament. 4.51 

by which the courtiers bought up the king's debts from de
spairing creditors, and then obtained full payment at the 
treasury I. The chief offenders were pointed out, Richard Attack on 

Lyons the kings agent with the merchants, and William lord !:~L;~n .. 
Latimer the king's chamberlain and privy councillor. Latimer 
had been guilty of every sort of malversation, he had bought up 
the king's debts, he had extorted enormous Bums from the 
Bretons, had Bold the castle of S. Sauveur to the enemy and 
prevented the succour of Becherel, and had intercepted a great 
proportion of the money which by way of fine ought to have 
reached the king's treasury. Richard Lyons had been his 
partner in some gigantic financial frauds; in one instance they 
had lent the king 20,000 marks and received £20,000 in pay-
ment; they had also forestalled the market at the several ports 
and raised the price of foreign imports throughout the kingdom, 
to their own profit but to the loss of the entire nation. The Impeach-

. ment. 
duke, appalled by the charges, was obliged to allow the accused, 
thus formally impeached, to be imprisoned by the award of the 
full parliament t. An attempt to bribe the king and the prince 
of Wales, to interfere in their favour, failed; the king, it is said, 
took the bribe with a jest, the prince refused itS. The lord 
Neville, John Neville of Raby, the steward of the royal house-
hold, by an attempt to intercede for Latimer exposed himself to 
an impeachment t. After a searching examination carried on 
both in full parliament and before the lords only, it was de
termined that the charges against Latimer were proved; the !?>ndemn ... 

I ds d h· ., t d fi h kin' tion of or condemne 1m.. to Impnsonmen an ne at t e g S Latimer. 

pleasure, and at the request of the commons he was deprived 
of his office. On the 26th of May, however, Latimer was re-
leased on bail furnished by a large number of the 10rdsG; and, 
although the duke was ultimately obliged -to sentence him to 
imprisonment and forfeiture of his placeS, the attempt to bring 
him to justice failed. Richard Lyons was likewise condemned Sentence on 

to imprisonment and forfeiture. Encouraged by their temporary Lyons. 

1 Rot. Part ii. 323. • Rot. Part ii. 323-325 ; Chr. Angl. pp. 76-79. 
• Chi'. Angl. pp. 79, 80. • Ibid. p. 80; Hot. Part ii. lI28, 329. 
• Rot. Parl. ii. 336. • Chr. Angl. p. 86. 

Gg2 
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Ordinance success the commons next attacked Alice Perrersl ; 'under a 

=~.AIice general ordinan"ce against allowing women to practise in the 
courts of law, they obtained against her an award of banishment 
and forfeiture. Several other minor culprits were also visited 
with penalties Sj Sir :Richard Sturry, a Lollard courtier, was 
banished from the court, and the lord Neville, who had been one 
of the buyers of the royal debts, was made the suJ:>ject of a 
special petition for removal s •. 

~=;:~. No sooner was the death of the prince of Wales known, than 
Juno 8, '376. the commons determined on still more trenchant measures. If 

John of Gaunt were really all that they believed him, it was 
high time that the safety of the heir-apparent should be secured, 
and that some provision should be made for the government 
which the king was no longer capable of conducting, and ·which 
could not be trusted to the duke. His proposition that the 
parliament should settle the question of succession in case of 

Tho parlia- Richard's death was rejected by the commons" They drew up 
mentinsist 
on BOOing a petition to the king that Richard of Bourdeaux the son and 
Richard of 
Bourdoaux. heir of the. Black Prince might be brought before' parliament 

Appoin~ 
mentof a 
.tanding 
council. 

that they might see him. This was granted on the 25th of 
June G. They then proposed the election of an administrative 
council such as had been appointed in the reigns of Henry III 
and Edward II j a body of lords, ten or twelve in number, were 
to be appointed to 'enforce' the council: no great business was 
to be undertaken without the adviee of all; six, four or even 
'fewer should be competent to dispatch smaller matters, and six 
or four should be always in attendance on the king". Before 
presenting this proposition to the king they determined. to offer 
to renew the subsidy on wool granted in 13'13 with an apology 

Nomination for not giving more. This was done at Eltham at the close of 
~o:b.1'L the session; there the king acceded to the proposed addition to 

the council, with the proviso that the chancellor, treasurer, and 
1 Rot. ParI. ii. 325 j Vitae Abb. S. Alb. iii. 231. . 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 329. a Rot. ParI. ii. 329; Chr. Angl. p. 87. 
• Chr. Angl. pp. 92, 93. ' • Rot. ParI. ii. 330. 
e Rot. P'!ol'l. ii. 332. From the way in which the results of the par

liament are stated on the Rolls it might be inferred that the proposals for 
the council were made before thE! impeachment; but the narrative of the 
chronicler is clear on thE! point. . 
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privy seal should Dot be hampered in the discharge of their 
offices; and 'measures were at once taken f9r carrying the pro
posal into execution: nine of the members were named, the 
archbishop of Canterbury, Simon Sudbury, with the bishop~ of 
London and Winchester; the earls of Arundel, Stafford and 
March, the lords Percy, Brian and Beauchamp of Bletso l • The 
parliamel}t, the longest probably that had. ever yet sat, was dis
missed on the 6th of July'. 

The impeachment of the great offenders, and the substitution Petitions . 
f '1 h h' . preoentedm o a Dew counCl ,were owever only a small part of t e busmess the Good 

f th Go d P I· A h dr d d . • fParliament. o e 0 ar lament. un e an forty petltlOns 0 '376-

various kinds were delivered and answered during the nine 
weeks of the session. And from some of these the general 
character of the assembled body may be gathered, more certainly 
perhaps tban from their greater exploits performed under Peter 
de 1& lIare. Some of these petitions are of the normal kind: 
for the enforcement of .the charters, the maintenance of the 
privileges of boroughs, the reform of the staple, and of the 
jurisdiction of the justices of the peace, the limitation of 
the term of office and powers of the sheriffs, the regulation 
of the courts of Steward and Marshal, and against the abuses 
of purveyanc.e and of interference with the course of justice 
by royal writs; these read like an accumulation of all the 
grounds of complaint that have been urged since the beginning 
of the century. There is also a large ~umber of local petitions. 
More significant, however, are the following: the commons Petition for 
pray that there may be annual parliaments!, and that the;:'li:!.ente; 
knights of the shire may be chosen by common election from ~r:~~ns ; 
the better folk of the shires, and not merely nominated by 
the sheriff without due election; the king replies that the 
knights shall be elected by common assent of the whole county; 
the annual parliaments are already provided for by law. They el~ion of! 
ask that the sheriffs may be annually elected, and not appointed ahenftB. 
at the Exchequer; that also, the king replies, is settled by law. 

I Chr. Angl. pp. lxviii, 100. 
• The oonvocation of Canterbury was called for June 33,and that of 

York for July ~8 j Wake, p. 304-
• No. 128 jRot. Farl. ii. 355. 
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Tothe request that officers convicted of default or deceit may 
be permanently incapacitated from acting on the royal council, 
the king replies that he will act according to circumstances'. 
Thirteen petitions are devoted to the pope and the foreign 
clergy. The 57th and 5Sth pray for the enforcement of the 
statute of labourers; the Slst for the restriction of the right 
of common in towns; the 3rd for the limitation of t4e powers 
of chartered crafts; the loth for the treatment of sturdy 
beggars.. From these we may perhaps infer either that the 
burgher element in parliament was less influential than the 
knights, who throughout the history of this parliament are 
specially mentioned as acting for the commons, or else that 
the ruling power in the boroughs was engrossed by the higher 
classes whose sympathies were with the employer of labour 
and the landlord rather than with the labourer and artisan. 
The 133rd petition prays that those who by their 'demesne' 
authority, by their own unauthorised assumption, without assent 
of parliament, impose new taxation and so 'accroach to them
selves royal power in points established in parliament,' may 
be condemned to penalties of life, limb, and forfeiture. To 
this obscure .demand, which the king perhaps understood no 
better than we do at this day, the answer is, 'Let the c~mmon 
law run as has been accustomed;' possibly the complaint proves 
the inadequacy of administration, but the practice is as unlaw
ful as it can be. Four of the petitions touch the ancient 
local courts; the 135th prays that hundreds and wapentakes 
may not be granted by patent; the 136th that the courts may 
be held publicly with proper notice and ~t the legal times; 
the 137th that view of frank-pledge may not be demand~d at 
the three weeks' court; the 13Sth that the bailiffs' may not 
amerce non-residents for non-attendance. All these points in
dicate a decay in the ancient system, which probably was giving 
way before the institution of justices of the peace. As a whole, 
the petitions prove that the government was ill-administered 
rather than that any resolute project for retarding the growth 
of popular freedom was entertained by the administrators, a 

1 No. J4; Rot. ParL ii. 333. 
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conclaaion which our view of Edward's character as a politician General 

would a priuri incline DB to accept. There was no strong :r.::i~e:ton 
repressive policy, no deliberate design of creating a despotism, ~J;i= 
no purpose of retaining unconstitutional expedients for govern-
meut; hut, on the other hand, there was no check on dishonesty 
and extortion among public servants, nor any determination to 
enforce the constitutional law : and some of the highest officers 
of the court, the closest friends and associates of the king, were 
among the chief offenders. And this may partially at least 
account for the position of John of Gaunt,. who was now acting 
in opposition to the principles maintained by the great body of 
nobles, whom by all the for~ of territorial associations he was 
entitled to lead. He might to some extent divide the Lan
castrian party in order to screen an abuse or protect an offender, 
whilst in allythiu.g like a conflict of principles, had he taken the 
side of prerogative, he must have been left alone. And so per-
haps we may account for the result, the melancholy collapse 
that followed. 

263. No sooner was the parliament dispersed than the duke John ot 

d I d th
· . h Gaunt set.. eo are e mtention of the government to s ow no respect to the parli&-

. d .. E . . f h· h h ment at ItS etermmatlOnS. xerclsmg an amount 0 power W Ie as deftanoo. 

never been exercised by any subject and rarely by any sovereign, 
he dismissed the additional members of the council, proclaimed 
that the Good Parliament was no parliament at all, recalled to 
court and office the impeached lords I, and allowed Alice Perrers 
to return in spite of civil and ecclesiastical threats. She had Ali .. 

Perren 
sworn on the cross of Canterbury to obey the sentence I, but reoalled. 

archbishop Sudbury, whose duty it was, incase of her un
authorised return, to· excommunicate her, was silent, overawed 
perliaps by the violence of the duke, or perhaps influenced to 
some extent by professional jealousy, for Courtenay and Wyke-
ham had in the proceedings of the parliament taken the reins 
of the clerical party out of his bands. Not one of the petitions 
of the commons became a statute. Not content with thus 
braving the national will, the duke proceeded to take vengeance 
on the leaders; the earl of March was compelled to resign the 

1 Cbr. Allgl. pp. 103, 103. • Cbr. A1l81. pp. 100, 194. 
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}'eter office of marshal i, which he had held since 1369; Peter de 13 
deJa Mare 
imprisoned. Mare was summoned before the king's court and imprisoned 2. ~ 
William of 
Wykeham 
accused of 
malversa,.. 
tion. 

In the Michaelmas term following William of Wykeham was 
called before air William Skipwith, one of the justices of the 

. Common Pleas, upon an elaborately drawn charge of malversa-
tion; in November his temporalities were confiscated and him
self forbidden to approach within twenty miles of the court s. 

~~':,';.~! Equal energy was shown in the attempt to divide the oppo
meaeuree, sition: Henry Percy was induced, probably by the promise of 
1376• 

the marshal's staff, to join the .duke's party', and the temporal-
ities of the see of Winchester were held out .as a gift to the 
heir-apparent, Richard, a bribe no doubt for the neutrality 
of his personal adherents 6. The king walt persuaded to make 
his will, and name Lancaster and Latimer among the executors6. 

Parliament, Other measures were left to be completed in the next par
Jan. "7, '377' 

liament, which was called on the 1St of December, to meet 
on the 27th of January, 1377. This is the first occasion on 
which any definite signs are traceable of an attempt to influence 
the elections for a political purpose. No pains were spared by 
the duke to pack the new parliament, and he was successful 7

• 

~'i:~ To make matters still safer he changed the ministry on the eve 
of the meeting; on the lIth of January he removed the chan
cellor and treasurer and filled their places with two bishops; 
Adam Houghton of S. David's took the great seal, and Henry 
Wakefield of Worcester, one of the king's . executors, took the 
treasury·; both perhaps already inclined to the court faction 
and now secured by promotion. ' The position of the duke was 
beset with difficulties. It was absolutely necessary that a liberal 
grant of money should be obtained frOID the parliament;. the 
country was still rxcited by the unsettled papal claims, and the 

1 Chr. Angl. p. 108. • Obr. Angl. p. 105. 
S The char"es are given in full in the English Chronicle, printed in Obr. 

Angl. pp. !XX;., sq.; Foed. iv. 13. On the charges themselves, see Lowth's 
Life of Wykeham, pp. 94, 12+ The order to seize the temporalities was 
given Nov. 17; Lomh, p. u+ The bishop was summoned for further 
hearing on the 20th of January; Foed. iii. 1069' 

• Chr. Angl. p. 108; Percy was made marshal May 8; Foed. iii. 1078. 
• Chrcn. Angl. p. 106; they were given Ma.rclt 15,1377; Foed. iii. 1075. 
I Oct. 7, 1376; Foeel. iii. 1080. • Obron. Angl. p. lU. 
I Foed. iii. 1069. 
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attack on William of Wykeham had placed the clergy in strong Strength 

opposition. This opposition the duke had no power to break ~~::itiOD, 
up, and in consequence he caIled to his assistance, as a tem-
porary expedient no doubt, the great John WycIiffe 1, whom he 
had known during the conferences at Bruges, and on whom. 
he felt that he could rely as a stern opponent of the aggrandise. 
ment of the clergy and not less as an influential popular leader. 
Wyclilfe, led away perhaps by his own sanguine spirit, and 
looking on Lancaster as the Puritans of Elizabeth's time looked 
on Leicester-perhaps as Luther' looked: on Philip of Hesse,-
too readily aIlowed himself to be used by the unscrupulous 
politician. That Wyclilfe believed John of Gaunt to be sincere 
in his support of his own peculiar views seems clear from the 
way in which he defends the proceedings which he took at a 
later period 2 with regard to the law of sanctuary. Apostolic 
poverty for the clergy was the idea which they had in common; 
it was recommended to the two by very different reasons. 
Even thllS fortified, however, tile duke found it necessary to 
be cautious. 

The parliament met on the :l7th of January, the convocation ~:"ceuor'. 
on the 2nd of February. The former opened with a. sermon speech in 

. parliament, 
from the new chanceIlor, who has reoorded it at length in the Jan. '377' 

RoIls: the king had completed the fiftieth year of his reign, 
and had made his grandson prince of Wales; such joyous 
occasions caIled for· fervent charity and liberal offerings: the 
application of the discourse was the immediate and urgent 
need of a grant of money to continue the war which the 
French under the shadow of the truce were preparing to renew·. 
The bishop waS foIlowed by the chamberlain, Sir Robert· Ashton, Tho meosage 

h· h . ,,' I' . of tho who propounded news w 1C It was not sale for an ecc eS1ast1c ohamborl&in. 

to state, seeing that it touched the pope; after declaring the 
goodwill of the king and the realm towards the apostolic see, 
he promised to lay certain propositions before the parliament 

1 On the 22nd of September, 1376, Alan of Barley was Bent with a writ 
to Oxford to 8ummon John Wycliffe to appe&1' before the king's council; 
Devon, 188ues of the Exchequer, p. 300. 

• Shirley, Fasc. Ziz., pp. xxvi, xxxvi, xxxvii; see below, p ..... 67. 
I Rot. ParI. ii. 361. 
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Parliament by which the controversy might be closed 1. The estates then 
of'I377· 
Joint separated, and, on the application of the commons for a com-
~=.:..~ of mittee of lords to advise them, the bishops of Lincoln, Chi
commoD& chester, Hereford, and Salisbury, the earls of Arundel, Warwick, 

Four 
cou ....... 

aalisbury, and Stafford, and the lords Percy, Ros, Fitz-walter, 
and Basset were appointed; the majority of these were ad
herents of the duke, and Sir Thomas Hungerford, his steward 
and one of the knights of the shire for Wilts, -was chosen 
Speakers. The discussiOll immediately arose upon the grant. 
The ministers placed four. coUrses hefore the commons; they 
might offer either two tenths, or a shilling in the pound on 
merchandise, or a scutage of a pound on the knight's fee, or 
a tax of a groat on every hearth; the latter an entirely novel 

The knighfB form of general taxation. The knights, before making their 
demand the •• . • 
liberation answer, as usual discussed. grIevances: a strong mmonty at-
~! r:~~. tempted to insist on the release of Peter de la Mare s, but this 
but in vain. was prevented by the duke, who had secured a majority of 

votes. The same majority enabled him to pass petitions for 
the restoration of Lord Latimer, Alice Perrers, and others who 
had been impeached in the Good Parliament 4. 

~~ Whilst this was being done in parliament, the convocation, 
tion. which sat on the 3rd of February, was employed in discussing 

the wrongs of William of Wykeham". He had not been sum
moned to parliament, but Courtenay, as dean of the province, 
had summoned him to convocation. He did not attend on the 
first days, probably obeying the royal order not to come near 

I Possibly those mentioned above, p. 447, note 3. 
• The Chronioon Angliae (p. II 3) describes these lords as nominated by 

the duke &om the number of his own personal friends, and seven of them 
had certainly been among the sureties for lord Latimer in the last par
liament; Rot. ParL ii. 336 • 

• Chr. ADgL p. II 3. 4 Art. 58, 59 and 89; Rot. ParI. ii. 373, 374· 
• The summons to parliament was issued Dec. 1 ; Lords' Report, iv. 670 . 

The king's writ for convocation was issued Dec. 16; Wake, P. 304; and 
the archbishop's letters the next day; Wilkins, Cone. iii. 104- The sum
mons to convocation was issued by the archbishop throngh the bishop of 
London, who would of course summon his friend unless specially forbidden. 
Wykeham received his summons; Lowth, p. 131. His absence was no 
doubt caused by the royal prohibition mentioned above, which he would 
not disobey until he had a special authorisation from the archbishop. This 
Sudbury would have avoided giving, but it. was fozced on him by Courtenay 
and the other bishops; Chr. AngI. p. 114- . 
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the court. Courtenay, however, undertook'to plead his cause, 
and, when the king's request for aid was announced, urged the 
clergy to give nothing until the bishop of Winchester was re-
stored to his rights. So unanimous were they that the arch- The clergy 

bishop adjourned the debate and laid the matter before the ~ ~e 
king, who gave a general promise of redress. Wykeham then ykeham. 

took his place in convocation I. But Courtenay was not satis-
fied: he proceeded to attack the duke through his new ally. 
Wycliffe was called before a committee of bishops at St. Paul's Attempt to 

proeecute 
on the 19th of February, to answer the charges of the convo- Wyclilfe. 

ti· d d d h . f J h f G Feb. '9. '377· ca on, an appeare un er t e protection 0 0 no. aunt 
and Henry Percy I. An insult offered to Courtenay by the 
duke provQked the Londoners j in the riot that ensued the 
latter had to fly for his life, and, although the prosecution of 
Wycliffe was given up for the time, Courtenay secured a 
momentary victory. The Londoners, rightly connecting the Intervie,w 

cause of their bishop with that of Peter de 1& Mare, insisted ::htt~ 
that the latter should have a fair trial, and ·sent a deputation Londone ... 

to Edward, which, notwithstanding the opposition of the duke, 
was admitted into the king's presence. Edward's gracious de-
meanour and ready promises had their usual effect 3. The 
excitement was allayed; the IDajority in parliament proved all 
powerful. Already, on the und of February, they had sig- Grant ofa 

nified to the king their grant of a poll. tax of a groat a head, t:~b.~t~ 
with the sole condition that two earls and two barons should and clergy. 

be appointed as treasurers of the subsidy', and that a pardon 
on the occasion of the Jubilee should be granted, frOID which 
however the duke secured the exception of William of Wyke-
ham '. The clergy, after long debate, yielded to the igno-
minious IDotive of fear, and agreed to a poll-tax on the seculars 
and regulars alike, in the saIDe proportion as that granted by 
the parliaIDent. Theyalso presented their petitions, and, except 
to their intercession in favour of WykehaID, which was not 
answered at all, received a series of replies ,!hich showed that 

I Lowth, p. 133. • Wals. i. 325; Cbr. Augl. p. uS. 
I Cbr. Augl. pp. 126-128. • Bot. ParI. ii. 36 ... 
I Rot. Parl. ii. 365 ; Statute., i. 397. 
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~~e=of they had little favour to expect at present from the king, who 
~:d~~ent was now too weak or too lazy to make an effort to. save his 

faithful servant 1. Thus entirely was the work of the G'ood 
Parliament undone. 

InlIue'!"!' of It would be very rash to speak positively of the composition 
the religIOUS f th . h' h d d hi I I' . elements in 0 e parties w lC pro uce t s resu t. t IS of course qUite 
~fo'n;:-a.tl8· possible that the support of WycIill'e abtained for the duke 

Imnroba
bWtyof 
any real 
sympathy 
between 
Jobnof 
Gaunt and 
Wycliffe. 

some additional influence in the house of commons; archbishop 
. Sudbury was supposed to be not disinclined to a reformation 

of the more prominent ellclesiastical abuses II, and there may 
have been in the court, as there certainly was in the univer~ 
sities, a party of doctrinal, reform. But that John of Gaunt, 
or the permanent court influence, which we have .seen acting 
against Stratford in 1340 and against Wykeham in 1371, 
looked on Wycliffe and his teaching as anything but tools and 
weapons for the' humiliation of the clergy, particularly of the 
prelates who sympathised with the constitutional opposition, 
it is very difficult to believe. John of Gaunt was a vicious 
man, and chose his spiritual advisers from among the friars s, 
the very. class most hostile to Wycliffe. Neither morally nor 
doctrinally, but politically only, and that almost by accident, 
1Vas he likely to sympathise with Wycliffe. Wycliffe himself 
was a deep thinker and II> popular teacher; but his logical 
system .of politics, when it· was applied to practice, turned out 
to be little else than socialism; and his religious system, unless 
its vital doctrines are understood to be thrown into the shade 
by its controversial tone, was unfortunately devoid of the true 
leaven of all religious success, sympathy and charity. But he 

1 Rot. Part ii. 373; Rody, Rist. Conv. P.225. 
• Chr. Angl. p. II 7 ; where the bishops are spoken of as generally luke

wa.rm, but the archbiehop as negligent of his duty. Sudbury's contempt 
for plenary indulgences on account of pilgrimages was regarded as the 
cause of his terrible death; Aug. Sac. i. 49. 

• Dr. Shirlev has pointed out that the duke's confessors were friars; 
Fasc. Ziz. p. 26. One of these, Walter Disse, a Ca.rmelite, had a commis
sion to create fifty papal chaplains who pa.id for their promotion; the 
money thus raised was given ~o John of Gaunt to enable him to carryon 
his war in Spain as II> crusade aga.inst the Clementists, the supporters of 
the rival pope; Vitae Abb. S.Alb. ii. 417. This was in 1386; but John's 
war in Spa.in was recognised as a crusade in 138 a ; Rot. Parl. iii. 134. 
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had not yet developed the dogmatic views which led to his 
coodemnation as & heretic; and the moment that he did so 
the Lancaster party withdrew from his side 1, leaving him to 
the support of the few who held his doctrines and the many 
who were dazzled by his social theories. Still he may have WycliJfe·. 
had some power in parliament, and' in the city of London he r::a.,~ 
had & party which, although at this time overborne by Cour~ 
tenay's popularity, in the following year saved him from im-
minent condemnation I, On the whole it is inostprobable that 
John of Gaunt, as & sanguine but not far-sighted tactician, 
obtained a momentary victory by allying the court party with 
the religious malcontents. Such was the last act of the reign 
of Edward IIL The few petitions presented by the commons 
were turned into a statute. The parliament broke up on March 2, . 
The king sank gradually into his last lethargy, and on the 21st neath of 
f J h I d . did . Edward III. 

o une,1377,t ecrownofEngan agam evove oriammor'Aooeesionof 
, Richard II was eleven years old when he began to reign. :~~~::;7' 

The death of Edward III determined the crisis without to New 
any great extent altering the relations of the parties. John~:": 
of Gaunt at once lost the power which he had yielded as 
director of his father's council. Alice Perrers· had not waited 
for the Icing's death to secure her retreat from court. The boy 
king was surrounded by the inlluences with which his father 
had tried to fortify him, and his advisers were men of the· 
same kind as those who had led the debates of the Good Par-
liament. An entire reversal of the recent political transactions Conciliatory 

d
. policy. 

was naturally to be expected, an all partles were to some 
extent prepared for it. The last acts of Edward rll, and the 
first acts of Richard, were alike conciliatory. William OfWykeham 
Wykeham, bowing to the corruption of the court, had bought ..... tored. 
his peace through Alice Perrers 8; Edward and Richard both 

1 Fasc. Ziz. p. 114. .• See p. 466, below • 
• June 18; Foed. iii. 1079: this was granted against the wishes of John 

of Gaunt; Chr. Angl. pp. 136, 137. The earls of March, Arundel, and 
Warwick were Wykebam'. sureties. On the 3ut of July he had a full 
pardon and release from Richard, 'ex certa sci entia nOBtra et avisamento 
et &Bsensu ca.rissimi avuncnli Boatri J ohanniB;' Foed. iv. 14; of. Chr. Angl. 
pp. ISO, lxxv sq.: and this was r~~ewed by the ad'l'ice of the parliament, 
Dec ... ; Foed. iv. 25; Rot. ParI. 111. 387 sq. 
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laboured to reconcile John of Gaunt with the Londoners 1. 

The duke himself acted as if he wished once for all to dispel 
the suspicion that he had any designs hostile to his nephew, 

Peter and at once accepted his altered position 9. Even Peter de la 
de Ja Mare 
released. Mare felt 'the benefit of the change, and was, by Richard's Bpon~ 

taneous act, immediately released from confinement". These 
omens of good government were eagerly welcomed; the Lon
doners professed themselves devotedly attached to Richard, 
scarcely waiting for his grandfather's death before they offered 
their congratulations; and, when the question of a council of 
government, so necessary nnder the circumstances, arose, it 
was answered by the appointment of a body of men in which 
both the great parties were represented. The coronation took 
place on the 16th of July', and on the 17th a standing council 
was chosen by the king and the assembled magnates. 

Council of This council was not exactly 3' council of regency: 'the king 
fuj;r:,':;;;. remained under his mother's care, and she, without any formal 

title, acted as guardian and chief of the court; the king's 
uncles, John duke of Lancaster, Edmund earl of Cambridge, 
and Thomas of Woodstock, who was made constable of England 
at the accession and earl of Buckingham at the coronation 6, 

were not among the elected councillors; and the earl of March, 
father of the presumptive heir, was too wise to claim any direct 
share in the administration. The duke of Lancaster carefully 
asserted the position which his territorial dignities gave him, 
and, as high steward of England, a.rranged the ceremonies of 
the coronation as if he were content with his constitutional 

1 Edward failed to make peace; Chr. Angl. pp. 131-134: Richard suc
ceeded; ibid. pp. 147. 148. 

» Whether from fear of being dismissed or from a desire to obtain credit 
for moderation, he retired from court immediately after the coronation, but 
according to the hostile chronicler he still pulled the strings of government; 
ehr. Angl. p. 164. Lord Percy resigned the marshal's staff; Chr. Angl. 
p. 165. • ehr. Angl. p. ISO. 

• The form of coronation is given in the Foedera, iv. pp. 9, 10; ehr. 
Angl. pp. 153 sq . 

• He is called earl of Buckingham in the patent of his appointment as 
constable, June 22; Foed. iv., ~ ; but on the day of coronation' statum 
comitis suscepit;' ibid. p. 10. The lIlmle day Henry Percy was made earl 
of Northumberland, John Mowbray of Nottingham, and Guichard d' Angle 
of Huntingdon; Mon. Evesh. p. I. 
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influence and desired no more. The'council accordingly bears A oom

evidence of a compromise 1: two bishops, two earls, two barons, proDlll!8, 

two bannerets, and four knights bachelors, were chosen to aid 
the chancellor and treaaurer: the bishops were Courtenay of Members of 

L d th I · the council on on, e ate antagomst of John of Gaunt, and Ralph' 
Erghum of Salisbury, his ally; of the earls, Edmund of March 
and Richard of Arundel represented the opposite parties; the 
other members were the lords Latimer and Cobham, who were 
probably opposed in the same way; Roger Beauchamp and 
Richard Stafford, hannerets; John KnyTett, Ralph Ferrers, John 
Devereux, and Hugh Segrave, knights. Latimer, Beauchamp, 
and Knyvett had been executors of the late king. The fact 
that none of the executors of the Black Prince was chosen is 
perhaps a proof of the influence of Lancaster. The Great Seal 
remained in the hands of the bishop of S. David's, but bishop 
Brantingham immediately a{te. the coronation replaced Wake-
field' as Treasurer. 

The task of the council was not easy: the collapse of the Danger of 

military power of England had seemed complete: the French the country. 

were burning the towns on the southern coast. The excitement 
of the country, roused by the late events in parliament, had not 
subsided on the reconciliation of the leaders, and a supply of 
money was again needed, The relations of the government with 
both the papacy and the national church were uneasy, and,' 
although Courtenay was a member of the council, Wyclitre was WyaJilfe 

in favour with thlt' princess of Wales, and was consulted oc08- ooDSultecL 

sionally on the question' of the papal claims 9• The parliR- Parliament, 

hi h th th f 0 t b • Oct. '3> '377-ment, w c met on e 13 0 coer, was m consequence 
a long and busy one t, and its transactions ~how a marked 

I Rot_ Part iit 386; Foed. iv. 10. Erghum and Latimer were the two 
tuspected agents of the duke, Courtenay and the earl of March the popular 
lead era; the rest, 'partim timore, partim ohseq uii.' were hound to John 
of Gaunt; Chr_ AngL p_ 16+. This seelll8 an extreme statement_ Ralph 
Ferrera was the leader of the outrage on the Westminster eanctuary; eee 
below, p_ +66; Mon. Evesh. p_ 8; and wae protected by John of Gaunt in 
1381 under a charge of treason; Wale. i. «8. Cobham was punished by 
Richard in 1398 as an adherent of the appellants. 

• See the' Reeponeio Magietri Johannis WyoolifF ad dubium infra scrip
tum quaesitum ab eo per domiDum regem Angliae Rieardum secundum et 
magnum euum eonsilium anno regni sui primo;' Fasc. Ziz. p. 358. 

• Rot. Part iii. a. 
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Parliament consciousness of power arid a freedom of action on the part of the 
ofOot. 1377· I d • th Go d .. 

John of 
Gaunt 
disaVOW'S 
treasonable 
intentions. 

Peter 
deJa Mare 
Speaker. 

Proposal to 
add elected 
members to 
the oounoil 

commons unexamp e except m e 0 Parliament. The 
exigencies of the time were explained in an opening speech 
by the archbishop of Canterbury, who by the urgency with 
which he insists on Richard's hereditary right, to the disparage
ment of his title by election, seems strangely to strike the key-
note of the boy's maturer policy I. The receivers and triers of 
petitions were then appointed. The commoIl!! showed their 
pacific spirit by. naming John of Gaunt as the first of the body 
of lords whose advice they requested I, and the duke responded 
by & solemn disavowal of any hostile design towards his nephew, 
which both lords and commons received with acclamations of 
approval. Having thus propitiated the one leader whom they 
had to fear, they chose Peter de 1& Mare as Speaker, and laid 
three proposals before the king. The first was for the remodel
ling of the council by the appointment of eight new members~, 
the second for the appointment of the personal attendants of the 
king, with & view to his propel' education, and to the regulation 
of his household; the third for a due security that in future the 
measures passed in parliament should not be repealed without 
the consent of parliament. The king's reply was sufficiently 
gracious: the council should be remodelled; the acts of the par
liament should be held good. The ·second demand was objected 
to by the lords, who were prepared to provide safeguards for 
the royal household without the stringent measures suggested 

Grant of by the commons. The royal request for money was met by 
money. 

a liberal grant of two tenths and two fifteenths" to be collected 

1 • La noble grace que Dieu vous ad donez en sa persone 180 queUe vous 
est nature! et droiturel seigneur lige, come ilit est, nemye par election ne 
par autre tielle coUaterale voie, einz par droite succeesion de heritage; de 
quoy vous Iuy eatez de nature moelt Ie plnia tennz de luy amer perlite
ment, et humblement obbeir;' Rot. ParI. iii. 3. • Jure hereilitario ac 
etiam voto communi singulornm ;' Knighton, c. 2630 . 

• The lords named were John of Gaunt, bishops Courtenay, Arundel, 
:Brinton, and Appleby i the earls of March, Arundel, Warwick, and An
gus; the lords Neville, Henry Ie Scrope, Richard Ie Scrope, and Richard 
:stafford i Rot. ParI. iii. 5. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 5. On this parliament see Hallsm, Middle Ages, 
iii. 59 • 

• The oonvocation of Canterbury, called for Nov. 9, and that of York 
Dec. I, granted two-tenths j Wake. pp. 307. 308. Althoufl'h the convocations 
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immediately, on the condition that two treasurers should be 
named to superintend the due application of the proceeds. The Appoint

king accordingly appointed William Walworth and John Phili- =':!rs of 
Lo d h I' the subsidy. 

pot, two n on merc ants, as treasurers ; and nomInated as 
his council for one year the bishops of London, Carlisle, and 
Salisbury, the earls of March and Stafford; Richard Stafford 
and Henry Ie Scrope,bannerets, and John Devereux and Hugh 
Segrave, bachelors '. Other petitions praying that during the Petition .for 
k·,.. . . h h 11 . the electIOn 

1D6 S JDlnonty tee ance or, treasurer, and other great officers of ministe ... 

of state might be chosen by the parliament, and that no one who 
had been attainted during the late reign might be admitted as 
a councillor, were also granted 8. 

The result was a clear victory for the commons; the in
formality of the recent proceedings was admitted; lord Latimer 
was excluded from the council, the accounts of the snbsidy of 
1376 were subjected to strict examination, and the controlorthe 
supplies was protected as well as it could be from the interfer
ence of the courtiers. The commons were dismissed with thanks 
on tlie 28th of November'. On the und of December the lords Alics Perre ... 
reheard the case of Alice Perrers, who was compelled to submit !':b!it. 
to the sentence passed npon her,in 1376". This was done at the Dec. '377· 

request of the commons, who had presented to tIle lords in 
a separate schedule the points in which they desired their 
co-operation in order ~ secure the fulfilment of the king's 
promises'. 

The expectations of the nation raised by this success were too ~~~~ .... 
sanguine. John of Gaunt, although he would condescend ton~tlay. 

• •• • 8Slde his 
temponse and even make some sacrifice to propitIate the men ambitiono, 

k f 1 . da '378. w.hom he could ma e use u , was not content With aoy secon ry 

granted the money, the clergy of both provinces were represented in the 
parliament, and presented a petition as 'Ies prelatz et la clergie de 110 
province de Canterbire et d'Everwyk;' Rot. Pari. iii 25; cf. Wake, I. c.; 
Mon. Evesh. p. 4. The lay grant was to be collected before the 2nd of 
.February, the clerical grant of Canterbury before March I; and that of 
York, before the 20th of July. 

I 1Wt. ParI. iii. 7. 
• IWt. Pari. iii. 6; Chr. Augl. p. lni. I IWt. Pari. iii. 16. 
• IWt. ParI. iii. 29; the writs of expenses were iS9ued Dec. 5; Lords' 

Report, i. 495. ' 
• 1Wt. ParI. iii. 12; Chr. Augl. p. -171. • IWt, Pari. iii 14-

VOL. n. H h • 
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part in the management ·of the kingdom. Either directly or 
indirectly he aimed at the control of the council and treasury, 
and the command in war; the country at the moment could 
furnish no competitor, and he was suffered to show his in
capacity in every department. For several years however he 
is the central figure in the history of England: and bis in
trigues and quarrels, perhaps scarcely worth the attempt to 
disentangle them, occupy a large part of the annals. The 
military proceedings of the year 1378 were dilatory, and the 
results inglorious. The quarrel between the duke and the 
Londoners assumed a new character and formidable dimen
sions. He insisted on taking the subsidy out of the hands 
of Walworth and Philipotl; he connived at the outrage com
mitted on the two squires Hauley and Schakel, who had taken 
sanctuary at Westminster rather than surrender a Spanish 
prisoner whose ransom was coveted by the court". The influ
ence which he had gained by his recent moderation was lost to 
him, and the court suffered rather than gained by his adhesion. 

=: With the clergy he was on no better terms. The princess of 
r,.,lli}e Wales, at his instigation probably, had interfered to stay the 
~."~:.. proceedings again renewed under papal authority against Wy
of Walee. cliffe, and in this she had been supported by the fickle Lon-

doners, or by those factions among them which had been 
appeased by the duke or sympathised wi,th the reformer. An 
attempt made by the bishops to try ihe reformer at Iambeth 

L":;t;l::" ... in was foiled by this strange alliance. There were two parties 
as usual in London; that opposed to the duke was headed by 
Philipot, a popular and able man, in close alliance with Courte
nay; that favourable to him by John of Northampton, who was 
a follower of Wycliffe. We must suppose that by using the 
influence of the princess in Wycliffe's favour, instead of inter-

1 Chr. Angl. p. 19+ In the parliament of 1378, however, it was as· 
serted that every penny of the subsidy had been laid out by Philipot and 
Walworth; Rot. ParI. iii. 35: the commons found on inspection that 
£,6,000 had been spent on fortresses, the maintenance of which did not 
properly fall to the charge' de la commune,' in Normandy, Gascony, and 
Ireland; ibid. p. 36. The ministry answered that such fortresses were the 
barbicans of the kingdom. 

s Wals. i. 3iS j Mon. Evesh. pp. :. 8. 
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fering personally, the duke avoided provoking the hostile party 
which had risen to defend Courtenay in 1377. 

Bishop Courtenay, obliged to yield in this point, did not spare:=.=. 
the duke as one of the abettors of the breach of sanctuary at John of 

Westminster, and Lancaster attempted to retaliate by an attack=~and 
on ecclesiastical privilege and a muttered threat of spoliation. (Jourt<>oay. 

At Gloucester, to which place he had brought the parliament in !':'G~~.r 
1378 in order to escape the hostile interference of the citizens of in oct. 1378. 

London, he was foiled in this attack I, and although he attempted 
to lOW discord between the lords and commons, prompting the 
former to refuse the request for advice and assistance which had 
been granted in the last three parliaments", the commons forced 
the king to consent that t.he account of the last subsidy should 
be laid before them". Although the parliament sat from the 
,Oth of October to the 16th of ~ovember, business was left 
unfinished; bishop Houghton the chancellor resigned on the 
29th of October in the middle of the session'; an increased IDBnlIipllciODC1 

ofau.p tIS. 

grant of a subsidy on wool and merchandise proved altogether 
insufficient I, and at another session held in April and May 

• Bot. ParI. iii. 23. 'Nempe retulit fama vulgaris quod inaeetimabili 
I1lIDJDa pecuniae decreTerunt regnum multaaae, ao eu..m aauctam eccle
siAm de ~lu~bU8 .l)oll.~onibus spoliaase, Hi fuisset suum propositum COD.

leCutulI; Wals. 1. 380; ehr. Angl. p. n 1 ; MoD. Evesh. pp. 9. 10. One 
object of attack was the privilege of Banetuary, and in this Wycliffe no 
doubt acted with the duke; see Fase. Ziz. pp. DIvi. xxxvii. The subject 
was dillCUBBed in the parliament in connenon with the case of Hauley and 
Schakel; Rot. ParI. iii. 37. 51; and the opinion of certain 'Mestre& en 
theologie at doctors d'ambedeIU lois,' as well as of the jud.,"8II, W&II taken: 
that the privilege is available only where life or limb is in peril. In the 
Des:t parliament a lltatute was passed to prevent fraudulent debtors from 
taking advantage of it; Statutes, ii. I2 ; Chr. Angl. p. 223; Wals. i. 391. 
The bishopB of Gloucester during the BeBsion made an order reducing the 
salaries received by priests for private masses (Wilkins. Cone. iii. 135) to 
eight marks per annum, or four marks and victuals. Another important vote 
of this parliament was the recognition of U rhan VI 88 the duly elected 
par,; Rot. ParI. iii. 48. . 

Rot. ParI. iii. 36. 
• Bot. ParI. iii. 36. Hallam, Middle Agee, iii. 59. 60-
• Food. iv. 51. Houghton had to answer to the pope for acta of violence 

which he had committed 88 chancellor: ibid. 55. 
• 43'. 44. on the Back and £4 6 •. 84. on the lalit, besides the ancient custom 

of the half-mark on the Back and the mark on the laBt. This Wall the grant 
of 1376. In addition a mark on the sack and ~40 woolf ells, and two 
marks on the last, were now granted, with a poundage of 6d. for a year ; 
Bot. ParI. iii. 37; Chr. Angl. p. ~II. 

Khz 
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Poll-tax .13791 the demand for further supply was so urgent that the 
imposed by 
the parli&- former grant in augmentation was annulled and a graduated poll
mentof 
April, 1379. tax substituted by which every man according to his dignity was 

Supply of 
money in 
1379· 

Commission 
on the 
linanoee. 

Failure of 
funds for 
the war. 

rated for a direct contribution. The duke of Lancaster was to pay 
ten marks, earls £4, barons and bannerets £2, and so on, down 
to the lowest rank, in which every person above the age of sixteen 
WaS- to pay a groat'. The proceeds were to be strictly applied 
to the maintenance of the national defence. Over and above this, 
the subsidy on wool and merchandise, granted in 1376, was con-
tinued for a year, to begin from the following Michaelmas. The 
clergy in their convocations adopted the same intricate method of 
taxation s, one result of which was to produce one of the most 
important records of the state of the population of England that 
was ever drawn up, the Poll-Tax Rolls of the year 1379. So 
great was the necessity of the moment that the ministers them-
selves offered to lay the accounts of the war expenses before the 
parliament. A commission accordingly was appointed to exa
mine into the accounts of the subsidy of 1377, the general 
revenues of the crown, and the property left by the late king'. 
This committee contained archbishop Sudbury, bishops Courte
nay and Brinton, the earls of March, Warwick, and Stafford, 
lord Latimer, Guy Brian or John Cobham, and Roger Beau
champ; it was a committee of inquiry ouly, but a step towards 
the executive commission which a few years later assumed the 
task of administering the government. 

No new and tentative expedient like the Poll-Tax was suffi
cient to meet the ever-increasing expenses of the war, and the 
method of taxation helped to increase the irritation produced by 
the constant demands. The produce of the new imposts fell so 
far below their computed amount as to prove that the financiers, 
now as in 1371, were calculating at haphaza~d. The subsidy 
granted at Gloucester produced only £6000, and the graduated 

1 The parliament of 1379 sat at Westminster April2S-May 27; Lords' 
Report, i. 495. -

• Rot. Pari. iii. pp. S 7, 58; Chr. Angl. p. 22-4 I Wals. i. 392; Mon. Evesh •. 
p. II. 

S The convocation of Canterbury !!at May 9; that of York, April 29 ; 
Wake, State of the Church, p. 312. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 57. 
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poll-tax oCr 3 79 not more than .£22,000 t. Within eight months, New de

during which no military successes had occurred to lighten the =: ~r 
burden, Sir Richard Ie Scrope, who had succeeded as chancellor ~:r.f'::;'
in October 1378, had to explain to a new parliament that they Mar. 1380. 

must be prepared to make a still greater effort'. The commons 
listened incredulously: but they knew no more than the minis-
ters the extent of the national resources or the way to use them. 
Such results they thought could only follow from the extrava-
gance of the court and the incapacity or dishonesty of the 
council; if the council were dismissed and the chief officers 
pC state and of the household, the Chancellor, Treasurer, Privy 
Seal, Chamberlain, and Steward, were elected in parliament, if 
moreover the retrenchment of the court expenses were placed in 
the hands of an elected committee, matters must surely im-
provel. Richard readily consented; the requisite commission Commission 

was appointed'. The committee consisted of bishops Wyke-:Z~ 
ham, Gilbert, and Brinton; the earla of Arundel, Warwick, and hold. 

Stafford; lords Latimer, Brian, and John Montagu; Ralph 
Hastings, John Gildesburgh the Speaker, and Edwin Dalin-
grugge, knights: William Walworth and John Philipot, of Lon· 
don, and Thomas Gray, of York, citizens. The chancellor Sudbu:ry 

ohancellor, 
resigned the seal and archbishop Sudbury took it. The grant Jan. 1380. 

consequently made was of the old kind, a tenth and a half and a ~~ta of 

fifteenth and a half, with another year's subsidy on wool: and 
in offering it the commons prayed that the whole proceeds 
might be applied to the war in Brittany, and that for at least a 
year they might be spared the burden of attendance in parlia-
ment to be taxed D. The prayer was vain; the return to the 
older plan of taxation was no more successful than the new 

1 Rot. ParI. iii. 72, 73. 
I The parliament sat from J annary 16 to March 3; Lords' Report, i. 

495; Rot. ParI. iii. 71 sq. The Canterbury Convocation held February 4 
granted 16d. on the mark; Reo. Rep. ii. app. ii. p. 173. The York convo
cation sat April + 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 73; Hallam, Middle Ages, iii 62. In another petition 
,the commons prayed that the officers established in the present parlia
ment might remain in office nntil the next; Rot. ParI. iii. 82; cf. pp. 96, 
147· 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 73; Foed. iv. 84, 85. Sudbury became ellancellor J an~ 
ilary 27, 1380, not July .... 1379, as stated by Foss, Foe~ iv. 75· 

• Bot. ParI. iii 75. 
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method had been. In November at Northampton1 the estates 
were called together again and the archbishop had as sad a tale 
to tell as his predecessor. The riots in Flanders had prevented 

, any money being raised by the customs2 ; the Iring's jewels had 
Consultation been pledged and were on the point of being forfeited. What 
on supply. 

sum, the commons now asked, was required 1 The answer was, 
£160,000. This they declared to be outrageous and intoler
able; the lords must devise the way in which it could be raised. 
The lords accepted the task ,and proposed three courses,-a 
graduated poll-tax, a poundage on merchandise, or a Bum of 

Thepoll-tex fifteenths and tenths. The commons chose the first; £100,000 
of .1380. 

should be raised by poll-tax. The clergy, they declared, pos-
sessed a third of the land 5, they must nndertake to pay a third 
of the snm: it might then be raised by poll-tax, varying in the 
case of individuals from sixty groats to three'. The subsidy on 

ContritUtiOD wool was to be continued. The Clergy, who were well awake to 
of the clergy. 

the importance of the crisis, undertook to raise their quota; 
they replied to the demand, that they had never made 'their 
grant in parliament, but if the laity would charge themselves 
they would do their duty: they were probably anxious to avoid 
giving the party at court which listened to, Wycliffe any oppor
tunity of ~ttacking them; they knew that they were on delicate 
ground; but besides this the leading prelates were now so 

1 November 5-December 6; Lords' Report, i. 495; Rot. ParI. iii. 88 sq. ; 
Wals. i. 449. ' 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 73, 88 •. 
• • Le clergie qui occupie la tierce partie del roialme·feust mys a ein

quante M. marz;' the whole sum being £100,000; Rot. ParI. iii. 90. The 
former calculations on the resources of the country are so very wide of the 
mark that no reliance can possibly be put OD this estimate. See above, 
p. 443. The parliament of Carlisle in 1307 estimated the church lands at 
two· thirds, • deUJ[ parties;' Rot. ParI. i. 319. The convocation of Canter
bury met on the lBt of December and agreed to the grant; and that of 
York acquiesced on the lOth of January; Wake, p. 313 . 

• • De chescune laie persone du roialme ... qui sunt passez rage de l<Y 

ans, trois grotes, forspris lea verrois mendinantz .•• sauvant toutes foitz 
que la levee se face en ordeinance et en forme que chescuDe laye persone 
Boit chargez owelment selone son afferant et en manere qu'ensuyt, c'eat 
assavoir: que a la somme totale accomptez en chescune ville les suflisantz. 
Belone leuT afferant eident les meindres, issint que les plnis suflisantz ne 
paient oultre la Bomme de Ix grotes pur lui et pur sa femme. et nulle per
sone meins q'un grot pur lui et pur sa femme;' Rot. ParI. iii. 30; Wals. 
i. 449 j Chr. Angl. pp. 280, 281 j Mon. Evesh. p. u; Knighton, Co 3633• 
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closely united by interest and consanguinity with the lords that The rising 

th · _1___ 'viI . ed' h . oHho eveu e11" CUlIIIO pn eges were WaIV m t e prospect of commg COIDlllODL 

and pressing trouble. And this was hard at hand. The poll-
tax of 1380 gave occasiou for the revolutionary rising of 1381.' 

264. The rising of the commons is one of the most portentous Origin and 

phenomena to be found in the whole of our history. The extent ~v~r, 
of the ~ over which it spread·, the extraordinary rapidity of 1381. 

with which intelligence and communication passed between the 
dift'erent sections of the revolt, the variety of cries and causes 
which combined to produce it, the mystery that pervades its 
organisation, its BUdden collapse and its indirect permanent re-
BUlbi, give it a singular importance both constitutionally and 
aocially. North and south, east and west, it broke out within 
so short a space of time as makes it impossible to suppose it to 
have arisen, like an aocidental conflagration, from mere ordinary 
contact of materials. In Yorkshire and Lancashire, Devon, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, and Kent, far more rapidly than the 
news could fiy, the people rose. The unity of the rising was Variety of 

not produced by unity of purpose; it would seem as if all men ==d 
who had or thought they had any grisvance had banded to-
gether. In one quarter the Wycliffite or Lollard preachers had 
raised a cry against the clergy; in another the clergy themselves 
were foremost, complaining of the oppressions of the church I. 

I Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Essex, Hertford, Middlesex, Hants, 
SU88eX, Kent, and Somerset; Bot. Parl iii. III sq.; Huntingdon, Mon. 
Evesh. p. 36. Knighton describ"" the rising in Devonshire, Co 03639. For 
Kent, Devon, Cambridge, and Herta the presentments of the juri"" are 
"",tant; ANh. Cant. iii. 66. At Cambridge the townsfolk burned the 
charters of the University before May I, 1381 ; the mayor and bailiffs 
seemed to have joined the revolt in June, or to have taken advantage of it 
to attack the colleges; Rot. ParI. iii. 206 sq. Besides the southern seats 
of rebellion Froisso.rt (liv. ii. Co 76) mentions Lancashire, York, Lincoln, 
and Durham as ready to rise. Tumults took place at Beverley and Scar
borough, which together with Canterbury, Cambridge, Bury St. Edmund's, 
and Bridgewater, are excepted in the general pardon; Rot. Parl iii. 103, 
u8, 353; Oliver'. Beverley, p. 146. York, Beverley, and Scarborough 
had to plllChase pardons in 1383. but apparently for disorderly acts com
mitted in September of that year; Rot. ParI. iii. 135, 396, 397. 

• Several clergymen are excepted from the pardon; Rot. ParI. iii. 108. 
John Wrawe, the leader in Suffolk, was • sceleratisBimus presbyter;' 
WalL ii. 1,2; ehr. AngI. P.320. John Ball is the most conspiouous; 
_ below, p. 473, note I. The mendicant friars were blamed; Chr. Angl 
P·3u . 
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In Essex and Suffolk the labourers were exasperated by the 
burdeDs of villeDage; in KeDt, where villenage was UDknown t, 
they attacked the lawyers aDd burned the title-deeds of the 

. la~dlords. In LondoD, John of Gaunt was the peculiar object 
of attack 2; the oath prescribed by the London rebels was to 
be faithful to king Richard and the commons, and to accept no 
king named John. In some parts of the country John of Gaunt 
wa~ looked upon as the leading emancipator, the house of Lan
caster .was to free the villein and put an end to servitude: in 
Kent, during the investigation that followed the rising, one of 
the culprits named. John Cote" acknowledged that pilgrims who 
had come out of the north, • extra patriam del north,' to the 
town of Canterbury, related in the county of Kent that John, 
the duke of Lancaster, had made all his natives free in the 
different counties of England; whereupon the said malefactors 
wished to have sent messengers to the said duke if it were so. 
Then the said malefactors consented one and all to have sent to 
the said duke; and him, 'per realem potestatem SuaID,' to have 
D?ade their lord and king of England 8." 

The. agents of the movement bore nicknames under which 
some believed that great historical titles were hidden, others 
that they were convenient and appropriate class names de
scriptive of the aggrieved artisan or labourer whose wrongs 
they were to v.indicate. No co=on political motive can be 
alleged: but, just as in cOQ.rt Or parlianJent, forgetful of the 
older and nobler war-cries', men were intriguing and com
bining for selfish ends, year by year. altering their combinations 
and diversifying the object of their intrigues :-so the general 

1 • n ad nul vylenage en Kent;' Yearbook, 30 Edw. I, p. 1.69. The cry 
was • that no tenant should do service or custom to the lordships in 
Thanet;' Arch. Cantiana, iii. 7~. 

• See Mon. Evesh. p. 24; Wals. i. 455 ; cf. Rot.. ParI. iii. 99. The letters 
issued by Richard after the suppression of the revolt, declaring his uncle's 
innocence, are in the Foedera, iv. 126; Knighton, c. 2640' 

• Arch. Cant. iv. 76, 85. With this may be compared the references to 
the suspeoted complicity of John of Gaunt mentioned in the different 
MSS. of Froissart, liv. ii. Co 76. 

• The evidence of Walsingham (ii. 12) and Gower (Vox Clamantis) as 
.to the general decline in morality and religion seems to be proved by 
everything we know of the private ~d public history of the time. . 
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discontent and trouble in the humbler classes, acting on many 
different and opposed materials, produced a rebellion with many 
causes and many consequences, having perhaps a common or
ganisation, but not animated by anyone principle except a wish 
to shake oft' the particular burden. Such was the material that 
aft'orded .fuel to the flame. The organisation was created, it may M~ of. 

be believed, by three causes; by the associations formed for the Org&ll1B&tiOD. 

purpose of defeating the statutes of labourers, which, inopera~ve 
for useful purposes, had led the way to a regular and well~ 
arranged resistance; by the preaching of the Lollard emissaries, 
who, imitating the friars and taking advantage of the popularity 
of Wyclift'e's order of poor priests t, wer.e spreading through the 
country perverted social views in the guise of religion; and by 
the existence, throughout the land, of numbers. of discharged 
Boldiers and possibly of mechanics thrown out of employment 
by war and accustomed to hear of the risings of the Flemish and 
French communes against their masters. 

Two main pretexts of revolt are easily distinguished. The Two main 

first was the political grievance, the constant pressure of taxa- pretexts. 

tion, which by the poll-tax was brought home in its most irri-
tating form to every household. Nothing had helped so' much The I!".ll.tax 
,- . . h . al fi lin . t th th apolitical "' mamtaln t e nation ee g agams e papacy as e pay- grievance. 

ment of Peter's pence, the Jlenny from each hearth due for the 
Romescot. So the poll-tax interpreted to the individual, far 
more intelligibly than any political propaganda, the misdoings 
of the rulers. The appointment of the chancellor and the 
treasurer, the misdoings of the court, the mismanagement of 
the war, became home questious to every one who had his ~oat 

1 John Ball bad begun his preaching as early as 1366, when archhishop 
Langham ordered him to be cited by the dean of Bocking; Wilkins, Cone. 
iii. 65: he had fallen previously under the animadversion of archbishop 
Islip, and on the 26th of April, 13SI,'was denounced as a heretic by Sud
bury; ibid, 153, 153. He was captured at Coventry and brought to 
S. Alban's, where Tressilian, on the' 13th of July, condemned rum to 
death. Courtenay obtained a reprieve of two days, but he was hanged on 
the 15th. If the account of his doctrines given by Walsingham (ii. 13) 
is correct, they were a perversion and practical application of Wycliffe's 
theories, but probably bearing to the pract:ica1 t~aching of ,,:"ycliffe muc~ 
the .ame relation as those of the Anabaptists did to Luther s. cr. Poli-

o tica1 Poems (eel. Wright), i. 335. 
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1'1!ia was the to pay. Such was the idea of the rebels who rose in Kent and 
gnevance of. h' d· . hb h d 
the revolu· m t e Imme late nelg our 00 of the court; they were no 
;~ ~ Lollards; the archbishop of Canterbury, they knew, had dis
note... com.aged pilgrimages, he cculd 1>e no rightful successor of 

Indignation 
against 
public 
aervant&. 

S. Thomas either as primate or chancellor, his murder was 
no .martyrdom but a just revenge. This class of rioters was 
especially 8.llXious to burn the sheriff's rolls, the estreats or 
l'aile rolls of the general taxation. Wat Tyler.at Canterbury 
compelled the sheriff to surrender the rolls: and at Wye and 
in Thanet the rioters took and destr{)yed the rolls of the Green 
Wax, that is the estreats or rate book of the hundred.1• Title
deeds proper seem to hlP8 been obnoxious to all sections; on 
the 16th of June the archbishop's custumal at Petham was 
burned " Michael de la Pole in opening t&.e parliament of 
1.3838 -affirmed that 'the sheriffs, escheators, and collectors of 
subsidies and the like were the source and principal cause 
of the traitorous insurrection lately made by the commons.' 
Thus it was that men talked of t.aking the king into their 
own hands, of appointing ministers and sheriffs, and making 
new laws; and amongst them deeper thinkers tried to trace 

Jack B~raw'. the intrigues and disguised agents of the great men. And of 
couf...,OD. this class Jack Straw was one representative hero; his reported 

confession, too comprehensive to be veracious, disclosed the 
Bcheme that first the knights, squires, and gentlemen were to 
be killed; then the king w.a.s to be led about as the captain 
of the revolution until the country was all raised, when the 
lords were to be slain. The king, having served the purpose, 
wa!J to be killed next, then all bishops, monks, canons, and 
rectors. 'When no one survived greater, stronger, or more 
knowing than ourselves, we should have made at our pleasure 
laws by which the subjects would be ruled. For we should 
have made Wat Tyler king in 'Kent and set up a separate 

TI,. men of king in every county.' These were the men behind whose 
Kent.. backs, and in courage derived from their success, the robbers 

I Arch. Cantiana, iii. 77, 83, 86, 91. 
• Ibid. P.9"H of. pp. 8a, 84; Rot. PMl iii. 114, II6, 164; Wals. i. 455. 
• Rot. PMl iii. 150. 
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aDd incendiaries in Kent and the home -counties made their 
profit and wreaked their local hatreds'. 

Tbe other grievance was that of villenage and villein ~ervice. Villenage""d 

And this locial trouble was not a .simple grievaoce, a hardship :=,a.ry 
h· h . h h b . Iced' the BOClal W 1C mIg t ave een 80 a by abundant food and hghhrievance. 

labour. The burden of villenage in Eo gland had not been 
heavy even under the Norman rule, when the English ceorl 
bad under the shadow of his master's contempt retained many 
of the material benefits of his earlier freedom. But the English 
ceorl had had slaves of his own, and the Norman lawyer 
steadily depressed the ceorI himself ~o the same level. The 
ceorl had his right in the common land of his township; his 
Latin name villanus had been a symbol of freedom, but his 
privileges were bound to the land, and when the Norman lord 
took the land he took the villein with it. Still the villein Condition of 

retained his customary rights, his honse and land, and rights the villein. 

of wood and hay; his lord's demesne depended for cultivation. 
on his services, and he had in his lord's BeDSe of self-interest 
tbe sort of protection that was shared by the horse and the 
OL Law and custom, too, protected him ill practice more 
tban in theory. So villenage grew to be a base tenure, dif-
fering in degree rather than in kind from socage, and privileged 
III well as burdened; the breaking up of great estates dimi-
nished the demand for villein labour.; money payments were 
substituted for service; the emancipation of the viIleill was 
regarded by the landlord as a relief from an unwelcome burden, 
it was encouraged by tIle clergy as an Bct of religious merit; 
and even the courts of law favoured in doubtful cases the 

, presumption of liberty. The final definition of manors which 

I See Mon. Evesh. p. 31; Wals. ii. 9; Chr. AngI. P.309. The lIpeech 
pot by Gower (Vox Clamantis, p. ,.6) into the month of the Jay (Wat Tyler) 
is .. foUowa :- . 

'0 servile genUll miserorum quos aibi mundus 
Subdidit a longo tempore lege BUa, 

J am venit ecce dies qua rusticitas 8uperabit 
Ingenu08que suis coget ahire locia ; . 

Desinat omniB honor, pereat JOB, nullaque virtus 
Quae prins exstiterat dllret in orbe magis. 

Subdere quae dudum lex nos de jure 801ebat 
Cesset et nlterius curia n08tra regat.' 
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Cond!ti~n of resulted from the statute Quia Emptores may itself have helped 
the villein. th '11' hi' dr d f h .. e VI em; e was no onger m ea 0 t e multiplIcation 

of middle men placed between himself and the chief lord, eacb 
trying to prove himself entitled to a share in the produce 
of the land and the profit of the Villein's labour; whilst in 
the court rolls which recorded the fact of his. villenage he 
knew he had the title-deeds of his little estate, and that the 
custom of the manor fettered the arbitrary will of the lord. 
Since that statute the villein's spirit may well have risen: it 
was by a mere legal form that he was described as less than 
free,-he was free to cultivate his land, to redeem his children, 

Elfeot of the to find the best market for his labour. On this hopeful state 
~:~: and. of things the great pestilence fell like a season of blight, but 
statute of . 
labourers. worse than the pestilence was the statute of labourers. The 

pestilence, notwithstanding its present miseries, made labour 
scarce and held out the prospect of better wages 1 ; the statute 
offered the labourer wages that it was worse than slavery to 

The demand accept. The villeins ignored the statute, and the landlords 
:~::in fell back on their demesne rights over the villeins. The old 

rolls were searched, the pedigree of the labourer was tested 
like the pedigree of a peer·, and there was a dread of worse 

1 Gower's description of the hired labourers ma.kes it clear that pbysical 
hardships had little to do with the rising: they will not engage themselves 
for fixed period&-

, Ri Bunt qui cuiquam nolunt servire per annum, 
Ros vilt si Bolo mense tenebit homo i' 

or keep their engagements-
'Rorum de mille vilt est operarius ille, 
Qui tibi vult pacto factus inesse suo.' 

They are very dainty i 
, Omnes communes reprobat ipse clbos; 

Nil sibi cervisia tenuis vel clsera confert, 
N ec rediet tibi cras ni meliora paras.' 

Cf. Rot. ParI .. ii. 261. Professor Rogers has shown that the period of the 
revolt was one of great abundance; Rist. of Prices, i. 80. The Rolls of 
Parliament as well as the Yearbooks show the numerous obstacles which 
existed to the reclaiming of a villein i see Rot. ParI. ii. 192, 2i2, 279, 
391' &c. See the proceedings on the rebellion of the villeins at Wagben against 
the abbey of Meaux in Yorkshire in 1360: 'ipsum Ricardum et praefat09 
Johannem et Thomam patres dictorum duorum Wille1morum nativ09 esse 
domini regis ut de manerio suo de Esyngtona &Bseruerunt, sic genealogiam 
suam deducentes;' Ohr. Mela. iii. 13i. Compare the references to the 
Rolls of Parliament given in the last note. 
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things coming. The irritation thus produced spread to the Irritation 

whole class, whether bond or free, that murmured at the obIi- r~,.'igh't:; 
gations of tenure. The sokemen of the abbey, who were forced BOmce. 

to grind their corn at the abbot's mill and waste their time 
in attendance at the abbot's court, took np the cry 1, and 
learned from the wandering Franciscan or the more enter-
prising Lollard preacher that priests ought by divine law to 
have no Buch property or dominion. The lawyers were little 
better than the priests; the title-deeds of the· lord and the 
court-rolls of the manor were st~red together, let both be. 
burned and the land would belong to the cultivator'. 
Betw~n these two classes of malcontents there was much Conn.xion 

't th Ii' II . d h' b th between unl y: e po tica y aggneve mec amc of t e town, e town and 

craftsman who was kept out of his rights by the merchant =~'Z.nt. 
guild and brought to justice by the chartered court, ·who chafed 
under class jealousies and looked on his superiors as the agents 
of a corrupt government,. was in many cases the kinsman of 
the oppressed or frightened villein, perhaps the son sent out 
to seek his fortune, who had won emancipation by dwelling for 

1 See the ~roceedinge of the tenants of S. Alban's abbey and the burghers 
of S. Alban 8, who were constantly at issue with the mone&tery on theae 
points, illUlltrated by the Vitae Abbatum S. Albani, vol. ii. pp. 156 sq. 
These began 88 early 88 1326, when the burghers demanded charters of 
emancipation, the right of electing members of parliament, common of 
land, wood, and fishery, hand mills, and the execution of writs without 
tbe interference of the bailiff of the liberty: In support of .theae rights 
they produced forged documents. The struggle went on for a very long 
time, and accounts for the attitude taken by the men of the town in 1381 ; 
it is quite a different grievance from the occasional reclamation of a villein, 
such as is recorded in the Vito Abb. iii. 39. and in the ca.se of Meaux 
quoted above. The plan adopted of obtaining an exemplification from 
Domesday and claiming rights by virtue of it was made a matter of peti
tion in 1377 (Rot. Pari. iii. 21), and a statute was founded on the petition 
(I Rich. II, c. 6; Statutes, ii. 2, 3). From this it appears further that. 
there were confederacies of the villeins to threaten the lords, and to help 
one another in ca.se of their service. being demanded; 'et ount denoie 88 
ministres des ditz peigneurs, de les deatreindre pur lea custume. et services 
susditz et son confedres et entre-aliea de countrestere lour ditz seigneurs 
et lour ministres a fort mayo; at que cheacun serra aidant a autre a quele 
heure q'ila eoient destreinez par celle cause, et. manacent les ministres 
~ur ~itz seigneurs de les tuer si lea deotreinont pur leo custumea et ser_. 
VIceS, &c. 

• The books and rolls burned by the villeins were the court rolls, which 
contained the account of the villenage; see Vito Abb. S. Albani, iii. 308 •. 
328, &c. ; Wals. i. 455 ; Rot. ParI. iii. 116. . 
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a year and a day in a free borough. The discharged soldier, 
too, was as likely as not a villein come home from the war 
wounded and penniless, and yet having forfeited his right to 
maintenance on the land where he was born. Thus much 
there was to help the two largest classes of the malcontents 
to understand each other. Some traces of these influences, 
theoretical perhaps but not improbable or altogether specu
lative, may be found in the melancholy story of national dis
integration which we can skekh now but faintly, so far as it 
bears special reference to our main subject. 

The poll.tax The whole action of the revolt occupied little more than 
the imme-
diate ca~ a fortnight. The parliament had ordered that of the poll-
oi the 1'WDg. •• 

tax two-thirds should be paId on the 13th of January, the 
remainder at Whitsuntide. This had kept the southern counties 

Rising in in a state of alarm durin,,<7 the whole spring. Whitsunday fell Kentt 

June, 1381. on the 2nd of June; on the fifth the riot began at Dartford, 
and on the lOth the Kentish rioter~, under WaIter Tegheler 
of Essex 1 and John Hales of Mailing, occupied Canterbury, 
released the prisoners in the castle, and compelled the sheriff 
of Kent to surrender the Estreat Rolls of the county, according 
to which the taxation was levied I; on .the 11th they broke 

The riotela open Maidstone gaol S and released the prisoners; the main ......m 
Southwark. body having taken up their position on Blackheath, on the 

12th they reached Southwark. The duke of Lancaster was on 
the Scottish border, the earl of Buckingham in Wales', the ! 

king in the Tower of London; the mob of London, who sym-

1 The following Tylers are mentioned :-(1) Walter Tyler of Essex; 
Arch. Cant. iii. 93. (3) Wat Tyler of Maidstone; Stow, Cbr. p. a84; 
, del countee de Kent;' Rot. ParI. iii. 175. (3) William Tegheler of Stone 
Street; Arch. Cant. iii. 91. (4) John Tyler of Dartford, whose revenge 
for the outrage on his daughter caused the outbreak there; Stow, Chron. 
p. a84; Higden, ix. 5. He is elearly a different person from Wat Tyler of 
Maidstone who is mentioned in the same page. (5) Simon Tyler of Cripple
gate; Rot. ParI: iii. 112. The tilers appear to have been a specially 
unmanageable body of artisans: in 136a there was a proclamation fol'
bidding them to raise their prices in roofing; Vitae Abb. S. Alb. iii. 47 ; 
and the tilers of Beverley had a violent feud with the abbey of MeaUl< ; 
Chr. de Melsa, iii. 149. 

• Arch. Cant. iii. 76. 
• Froissart, ii. u; Stow, p. a8S, says 

Tower. 

• Arch. Cant. iii. 7.. 79 sq. 
tha~ Buckingham was in the , 
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pathised with the avowed purposes of the rebels, refused to The 

allow the city gates to be closed 1. The following morning, ~~~:."m. 
after an attempt on the part of the leaders to obtain access to 
the king, the insurgents moved from Blackheath and entered 
the city. Later in the day they dcstIroyed the Savoy, the The Savoy 

• d~wy~ 

palace of the duke of Lancaster·, and burned Temple Bar and 
the house· of the Knights Hospitallers in Clerkenwell. Their 
cry was against the duke of Lancaster and the ministers who 
held the king in durance, especially the archbishop, who was 
chancellor, and the prior of the Hospitallers, Sir Robert Hales, 
who had in ,the preceding February undertaken the office of 
treasurer. 

Whilst the Kentishmen were marching northwards, the men Rising in 
• 9 • &!Be" 

of Essex·, who at Brentwood, FobblDg, and Corrmgham had 
before Whitsuntidc refused to pay the poll-tax, were advancing 
from the east, and the villeins of the abbey of S. Alban's With 
the Hcrtfordshire rebels· from the north. Their cry was for ~ro!:: 
the abolition of the services of tenure', the tolls and other CIalma of the 

imposts on buying and selling, for the emancipation of the &!Be" rebels. 

native or born bondmen, and for the commutation of villein 
service for a rent of fourpence the acre. The villein rising 
was planned in Essex, and the men of Kent having their own 
grievances had adopted immediately the programme of their 
allies. On the evening of the 13th the Hertfordshire men 
bivouacked at Highbury, the body of the men of Essex at Mile 

I Mon. Evesh. p. 2S; Wals. i. 456. 
• MOD. Evesh. pp. 25, 26; Wals. i. 457. 
• Wals. i. 454; Stow, Chron. p. 283; Eulog. iii. 351; the discontent in 

EsoeI call1!''d by the poll-tax had begun some time before Whitsuntide. 
• Wals. i. 458,467. . 
I They demanded (I) the abolition of bondage' et quod de cetero nullua 

faret nativus;' (2) a general pardon; (3) the abolition of tolls; (4) the 
commutation of villein services 'quod nulla &era terrae quae in bondagio 
vel servitio teneatur, altiua quam ad quatuor denari08 haberetur;' Mon. 
Evesh. p. 28. The demands are given in exactly the same words in Richard'. 
patent for the revocation of the manumi88ions; Foed. iv. 126. After the 
death of Wat Tyler the E888I men, who thought that they deserved some
thing for their moderation, urged • ut e889nt in libertate pares dominis 
et quod non e88ent cogendi ad curias nisi tantummodo ad visum franci
plegii bis in anno.' This time the king, who was at Waltham, answered 
with cruel firmne88, 'rustici quidem fuistis et estis, et in bondagio perma..
Debitis non ut hactenus led incomparabiliter villari;' Wals. ii. 18. 
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End; the Kentishmen, under Wat Tyler with some of the 
Essex: leaders, occupied Tower Hill. Early in the morning of 
Friday the 14th the king rode to Mile End 1, and by promising 
to fulfil the wishes of the Essex: villeins prevailed on them to 
return home II. As soon as he left the Tower the Kentish 
leaders S entered, and, after insulting the princess of Wales 
and running riot in the royal chambers, murdered ·the chan
cellor and treasurer; an Essex: man beheaded the archbishop, 
but the Kentish leaders 'were aiding and abetting the common 
outrage and cruelty. If the king had been in the Tower he 
must have fall.en into their hands, for the men of Kent took 
possession of his bedchamber; on his return from Mile End 
he took refuge at the Wardrobe 4. Not much is said about 
spoliation, for, although the rioters were followed by the re
leased criminals, 'who probably made their own market, the 
authority of their chosen leaders was respected, and these men 
knew that anything like general pillage would retard rather 
than promote the redress of their grievances 5. On Saturday 
the 15th the king attempted to negotiate with the Kentish 
men at Smithfield; there Wat Tyler, elated by the success 
which he had obtained, or perhaps rendered. desperate by the 
consciousness of yesterday's outrage, engaged in a personal 

1 Mon. Evesh. p. 27. 
• Wals. i. 459; Chr. Angl. p. 294; Stow, p. 287; Froissart, ii. 75. 
• Henry Blundel, Richard of Denne, Roger Baldwyn, Kentish men, 

were engaged in the murder of the archbishop; Arch. Cant. iii. 87, 88. 
John Sterling of Essel< beheaded him; Wals. ii. 14. Bartholomew Carter 
and John Lewis entered the king's chamber; p. 91. The Kentish men 
persevered after the ESSel< men had gone home; Wals. i. 463. Richard 
Lyons, the merchant impeached in 1376, was one of the victims; Stow, 
p. 288. See too the poem on the death of Sudbury; Polito Poems, i. 227. 

• The same day the king was at the Wardrobe, where he gave the seal, 
which Sudb!lry had surrendered oIl the 12th, to the earl of Arundel; 
Foed. iv. 123. The Wardrobe was close to Baynard's Castle, near Black
friars, the strongest position in the city after the Tower; see Froissart, 
liv. ii. cc. 75, 76. Froissart however places the princess's refuge at the 
Tower Royal or Queen's W""drobe in the Vintry Ward, and makes the 
king stay there with her on the night of the 14th. On the Saturday before 
going to Smithfield Richard went to Westminster Abbey; Mon. Evesh. 
p.28. 

B They destroyed a good deal, but kept nothing for themse1 ves, paid for 
what they wanted, and hanged thieves; but when they got wine they be
came more mischievous ; Stow, p. 285 ; Gower, Vox Clamantis, p. 55: and 
there were many murders j ibid. pp. 62, 63. 
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altercation with Sir John Newnton, whom the rebels had com-
pelled to act as their spokesman. Sir William Walworth, the Wat Tyler 

mayor, th~nking the king in danger, strnck down the ca.ptain kiIIod. 

of" the revolt, and the king's servants dispatched him with 
their swords 1. Richard's presence of" mind saved himself" and :'~~e 
the state. He rode forward into the threatening host of bow- revolt. 

men declaring himself their king and captain, and before they 
parted delivered to them' the charters of emancipation which 
they demanded·, interfering at the same time to save them 
from the vengeance of the body of knights and men-at-arms 
whom the Londoners ha.d at last sent into the field. 

At Smithfield the head of the revolt was crnshed, but in the ::1o~of 
meantime the more distant shires were in the utmost disorder; Cavendisl1 

at Buryw 
at Bury S. Edmund's the Suffolk bondmen rose on the 15th., 
and murdered the prior of the monastery and Sir. John Caven~ 
dish chief justice of the King's Bench; there, as well as at 
S. Alban's, the monks were forced to surrender the charters' 
and part of the treasure of the house. In Norfolk, the bishop, 
at the head of an armed force, arrested the progress of the 
rebellion in the spirit of a soldier rather than a priest '. The 
news of the fall of Wat Tyler and of the king's concessions, 
however, travelled as rapidly as the signal for the outbreak. 
Before the 20th of June the revolt had ceased to be dangerous. ~~:!fdM:':
But whilst the offenders, divided between hope and fear; awaited crisis. 

the issue of their victory, the government and the alarmed and 
injured landlords were taking measures to undo what had been 
done and to revenge their own wrongs. Sir Robert Tressilian, 
who was made chief justice on the 22nd, undertook to bring 
the law to bear on the rebels. The chancery. and treasury were 
left for two months in the hands of the king's servants 8, no 

, Mon. Evesh. p. 29; Wals. L 465; Poh'l;ical Poems, i. 328. 
S The charters of manumission are dated June 15: 'ab omci bondagio 

exuimUl!;' Wala. i. 466, 467. Other letters were extorted, by which the 
king ordered the abbot of S. Alban's to surrender his charters; W .. ls. i. 
473; Chr. Aug!. p. 299. I Wala. ii. I; Chr. Angl. p. 301. 

• Wals. i.473-479. • Ibid. ii. 7, 8. 
o The king on the fifteenth of J nne had closed the court of common 

pleas; and !.he great seal was held by tempor .. ry keepers until, OD the 
loth of August, Courtenay became chancellor; Foed. iv. 1.23· 

VOL. II. Ii 
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leading man probably wishing to encounter the inevitable odium 
that must fall on the successors and avengers of Hales and 

:~ Sudbury. On the 23rd Richard issued a proclamation to forbid 
reprisal. unauthorised gatherings, and to declare that the duke of Lan

caster had not by any treasonable designs merited the hostility 
of the Commons 1. On the 30th he ordered a proclamation that 
all tenants of land, bond or free, should continue to perform 
their due and accustomed services 9. On the 2nd of J ulyhe 
annulled the charters of manumission and pardon which had 
been issued. on the 15th of Jnne s, and on the 18th he forbade 
the local courts to release theix prisoners '. During the autumn 
these prisoners were tried and punished with a severity which 
is acconnted. for rather than excused by the- alarm which they 
had gi-ven. Seven thousand persons are said to have perished 
in consequenc.e of the revolt ~ Further measures were reserved 
for the parliament, which was called on the 16th of July, met 
on the 3rd of November, and continued in sessipn, broken only 
by a prorogation for Christmas, nntil the 25th of February, 
1-382. On the loth of August, bishop Courtenay took the 
great seal and Sir. Hugh Segrave became treasurer. 

The Thepal'liament had no light task to perform ;- they set about 
parliament 
of 1381, it in no great hurry and in no good sPirit. On the one hand 

they had to deal with the question of villenage; on the other 
unanimous., with that of the general administration. Composed of members 
on the eocial • 
queetion; of the dominant classes, the two houses alike were ,nnanImOUS on 

the former point. The whole doctrine and practice of tenure 
had been attacked, the right of the occupiel'to the free ownet
ship of the land had been asserted;- the lords, the knights, the 
prelates, the monastic corpol'ations, recognised in the abolition 

1 Eoed., iv. 1"'5. Similar letters forbidding 'conventicula, congrega
tiones seu levationes' were issued on the grd of July; cf. Wale. ii. 16, 17: 
, conventicula' was the t_ in, commOJ;l use for unauthorised meetings for 
training in,arms, such as had been frequent in the reign of Edward II. 

I Foed. iv. 1~6: '-quod: omnes et singuli tenentes, tam !iberi quam 
nativi, opera, consuetudines, et servitia quae ipsi dominie suis facere de-
bent ••• faciant.' • Foed. iv. 126. 

• Foed. iv. 128. On the 12th of September the king interfered to pre
vent the tyrannical conduct of the special commissioners who had been 
sent into the country to puuish the malefactors; Foed. iv. 133· 

• Mon. Evesh. p. 33 j -this includes the victims on both sides; see 
Higden, ix. 8, 9. . 
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of feudal services a sentence of forfeitore passed upon themselves. 
Bot the political question was different: the rising had been but divided 

on the 
occasioned by the misgovernment of the' country, under the political 

administration aud influence of the very men against whom gnevaoce. 

the commons in parliament had been struggling for many years. 
John of Gaont and the .court party were scarcely more popular Sympathy 

• h h f h' th· .... d inl forthe m t e oose 0 commons t an 10 e CIty of .... on on; certa y political 

h ' 11 1 h d . discontent. t e po -tax was no more we come to the men w 0 vote It 
than to those who paid it; nor was there among them any 
disposition to underrate the misery oC-the country, Yet all the Yet the 

. . f th . bOlTOn had enormItIes 0 e revolt had been perpetrated by the political been per· 

rabble; the villeins had been easily satisfied with the king's ~!~ti~ 
promises, and had withdrawn from London before Wat Tylerrebela. 
was croshed: it would be hard' to punish the already disap-
pointed rustics, and virtually to concede the change of adminis-
tration which the political" innovators had demanded. Such 
however was the course finally taken. On the 9th of N ovem- The 

parliament 
berl. the chancellor, now archbishop of Canterbury, opened ",!"ri.fioea th .. 

• .•. villems, and 
parliament WIth an English sermon. On the 13th the trea- _ .to the 

sorer, Sir Hugh Segrave, laid the king's proposals before the =~gof 
commons: the king, he said, had issued the charters of manu- charters. 

mission under constraint; they were contrary to good faith and 
the law of the land, but he had acted for the best, and as a. 
matter of' policy hili action had been successful; when tbe 
danger was over he ha.d revoked the charters; if the prelates, 
lords, and' commons wished that the bondmen should be en
franchised, and such was the report, the king was quite willing 
that it should be done by proppr form of law l

• .All this was 
true: no theory of'royal prel'Ogative that had ever been broached 
in England could authorise the king to deprive the landowners 
of their due services; and the admjssion of soch a principle 
now would have made it lawful- for any king who was strong 
enough to dispossess, in favour of his own creaturelcl> the whole 

I Rot. Part iii. 98: 'fist une bone collacion en Engleys." 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 99: 'qar il dit, Hi vous desirez d'enfranchiser et manu

mettre les dits neifs de votre commune assent, come ce luy &d este re
portez que aucuns de vous Ie desiront, Ie roi assentera oves'lue vous • 
vostre prien.' . 

xi2 
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of the landed interest on which now, and for many ages to 
come, the maintenance of national law and the defence of the 
national existence depended. It is possible that the king and 
his chancellor wished so far to observe the agreement with the 
rustics as to introduce some amelioration into their condition, 
and that Courtenay's resignation of the great seal may have 
been connected with this. However this may have been, the 
petition that the king would make a wise and sufficient chan
cellor who would reform the chancery, shows that he ilid not at 
the moment command the confidence of the commons. On 'the 
18th he retired from the chancery1, and his successor Sir 
Richard Ie Scrope led the rest of the proceedings. After hear
ing a second time from him the great questi9ns to be settled, 
the two houses declared that the king had done well to revoke 
the manumissions I. The commons then conferred with the 
lords touching supplies. The recent attempts at direct taxation 
had been either futile or perilous; another tallage they dared 
not propose; nevertheless they laid before the king a scheme for 
the reform of his household· and administration, the abuses of 
which they declared to have been the cause of the revolt, and 
earnestly prayed for a general pardon for the severities com
mitted in putting down the rebellionS. The ministers pleaded 
for, at least, the continuance of the subsidy on wool, and this, 
after much discussion, was granted for four years and a half·. 

1 Rot. ParI. iii. lot. On the 30th Courtenay surrendered the seal; 
Foed. iv. 136: but the Rolls of Parliament speak of Scrope &8 'lora novena
ment crees en Chanceller' on the .18th; Rot. ParI. iii. 100. 

I • Si bien prelatz et seigneurs temporels come Ies ohivalers, citeins et 
burgeys, re.pondirent a nne voice, que "celIe repell fuist bien faite. Adjou
stant que tiele manumi.sion ou franchise des neifs ne ne poaet estre fait 
sans lour assent q'ont Ie greindre interesse; a quoy, ils n'&8senterent 
unques de lour bone gree, n'autrement, ne jama.is ne ferroient pur vivre et 
murrir touz en un jour:' Rot. ParI. iii. 100. 

S Rot. ParI. iii. 100. They insist particularly on the poverty of the 
realm,' si ad le'roialme este en declyn a poverte cestes xvi ans et pluis sanz 
remedie purveuz;' ibid. iii. 102. One point was thi.: the king's confessor 
was charged to abstain'from coming to the king's lodging and staying 
there except on· the four principal feasts of the year. The eommons had 
prayed that he might be removed from his office; Rot. ParI. iii. 101. 

t Rot. ParI. iii. 104. 1I4; Wals. ii. 49. The subsidy expired at Christmas 
ensuing: it was prolonged to Candlemas (p. 104), and then for four years 
from Midsummer 1382 to Midsummer 1386. 
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A commission for the reform of the household, to begin with the 
person of the king himself, was elected, with John of Gaunt at 
its head, The young queen, whose marriage and coronation General 

were celebrated in January 1382, had the honour of obtaining pardon. 

pardon for the insurgents', And so the alarm of revolution 
paBBed away. 

The results of the rising were of marked importance. AI. ReenJt.of 

though the villeins had failed to obtain their charters, and had the rISIng. 

paid a heavy penalty for their temerity in' revolting, they had 
struck a vital blow at villenage. The landlords gave up the Im~:vod 
practice of demanding base services: they let their lands to ::t~tiOD 
leasehold tenants, and accepted money payments in lieu of=':!~ 
labour; they ceased to recall the emancipated labourer into serf-
dom, or to oppose his assertion of right in the courts of the , 
manor and the county. Rising out of villenage the new freemen 
enlarged the class of yeomanry, and strengthened the cause of 
the commons in the country and in parliament; and from 1381 

onwards rural society in England began to work into its later 
forms, to be modified chiefly, and perhaps 'only, by the law of 
settlement and the poor laws, Thus j.ndirectly the bolance of 
power among the three estates began to vary·. 

A second result was that which was produced on the politics Effect 
produood 

of tbe moment; John of Gaunt was changed almost as by on John of 

miracleS, The hatred which the insurgents had so loudly de.- GaUD~ 
clared against him' crushed any hope, if he had ever entertained 
it, of succeeding or of supplanting his nephew; from henceforth 
he contented himself with a much less conspicuous place than he 
had hitherto taken, and before long ceased to interfere except as 
a pe&ceIDBker. For his ambition and love of rule he found a 

, Rot. Pari. iii. 103; there is a long list of persons excepted from the 
pardon; ibid. pp. 111-113· 

• On thi. lee Profeosor Rogers, History of Prices, vol. i. pp. 80 sq. Some 
attempts were made to degrade the villeins in the subservient parliament 
of 1391. The commons petitioned that they might not be allowed to Bend 
their children' a Escoles pur eux avancer par clergie ;' and that the lords 
might recl,im them from the chartered boroughs: tbe king negatived the 
petitions; Rot. ParI. iii. ~94, 296. The citizens of London in 1387 ex
cluded all bom bondmen from enjoying the liberties of the city j Liber 
Albue. i. 453. 

• Wale. ii. 43 j KnighteD, C. ~64.3. 
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more convenient sphere in Gascony and Spain. The consti
tutional party, which he might have led, fell partly under the 
influence of his brother Thomas of Woodstock, and somewhat 
later under that of his son Henry, the duke himself being gene
rally found ranged on the side of the king. 

Richard himself had certainly shown in the crisis both ad
dress and craft; and it is somewhat strange that, after he had 
given such proof of his ability, he was content to remain for 
some years longer iIi tutelage. His father, at the age of sixteen, 
had held command at Crecy, and he himself was now a married 
man. But neither the court nor the country was-in a condition 
to encourage any noble aspirations on his part. His tutors and 
.early advisers had been chosen for their accomplishments and 
reputation rather than for their political character; the mind 
of the young king was cultivated, but his energies were not 
trained or exercised. He had been brought up in an atmo
sphere of luxury and refinement, kept back from public life 
rather than urged on into premature attempts to govern, and 
yet imbued with the highest notions of prerogative; perhaps 
both the dissipations of his maturer years, and the untoward 
line in which his mental activity developed when it freed itself 
from the early trammels, indicate an amount of mismanagement 
which can hardly be described as accidental or merely unfor
tunate. The court, which existed but for the sake of the king, 
nourished the king as if he were to exist for the sake of the 
court; and spoiled a prince whose life evinces not only many 
traits of nobility, but certain proofs of mental power. 

265. Richard was most unfortunate in his surroundings; in 
his two half-brothers the Hollands he had companions of the 
worst sort, violent, dissipated and cruel. Robert de Vere, 
Richard's personal friend and confidant, bears a strong re
semblance in his character, as well a~ in his fortunes, to Piers 
Gaveston. Sir Simon Burley is said to have been a brave and 
accomplished man\ but he was certainly not above the rest of 
the court in his idea of government. Michael de la Pole too, 

1 Rot. Part iii. 104. Arundel and Burley were rivals and enemies; 
Wals. ii. 156. 
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although a man of experience, ·capacity, and honesty, was not Burley and 

equal to the needs of the times. For the choice of Burley and de Ia Pole. 

de la Pole as his serv'antsRichard, of course, is not responsible; 
the former was no doubt appointed by his father, and the latter 
was approved by the parliament of'l381, together with the earl 
of Arundel, as a counsellor to be in constant attendance on the 
king and -as governor of his ·person. In his youngest uncle, ~::':. 
Thomas of Woodstock, Richard had a daring rival for popu- a rival ~or 

• • popularity_ 
lanty, who undertook the part, declined by John of Gaunt, of 
leading the baronial opposition to the crown and court. 

How much of the action of the following years was due to·Ri~·. 
Richard himself, and how much was due to the princess ofadVlllOl'II. 
Wales and the ,Hollands 1, it is difficult to say. The king was 
more or less ,in tutelage still, a tutelage which the magnates 
were intent on prolonging, and which the court was constantly. 
urging him to throw off. Capable of energetic and resolute 
action upon occasion, Richard was habitually idle, too conscio~s 
perhaps that when the occasion arose he would be able to meet 
it. The Hollands were willing that the tutelage should laSt so 
long as they could wield his power or reap the advantage of his 
inactivity. Burley and de Vere also used their influence to 
make him shake off the influence of the advisers whom the 
parliament ~ad assigned to him, and they certainly impressed 
him with ideas of royalty quite incompatible with' the actual 
current of political history. 

The 'War continued bllt 'languidly, broken !by truces, and Contino"""" 
of the war. 

seeming year by year further removed from a detennination: 
no laurels 'Were won on 'either side until in '1387 the earl of 
Arundel captured a fleet of Flemings, French, and Spania~ds, 
and secured thereby a popularity which ruined him. The ex-
penses continued to be heavy, although the commons took 

, every means to diminish them. In 1382 I, and a.gain in 
1 John Holland, made earl of Huntingdon in 1388, married Elizabetb, 

daugbter of J obn of Gaunt; Thomas, earl of Kent, married Alice, daugbter 
of Richard, earl of Arundel. The earl of Huntingdon was·credited with 
tbe murder of tbe'Carmelite wbo accused John of Gaunt in '1384. and be 
certainly killed tbe Ion of lord Stafford in 1385; Chr. Augl. pp. 359,365.: 

• The parliaments of 1382 sat from May 7 to May 22; and from Oct. 6 
to Oct. 24j Rot. ParI. iii. 133, 132. In the first, the question of the king'a 
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1833 t, Richard, acting under the advice of a council of mag
nates, proposed to go to the war in person; the commons, after 
con{erence with the merc11ants, declared that it was impossible 
to give security for such a loan as would be required to meet the 
expense. Henry Ie Despenser, bishop of N orwiclJ, had obtained 
from pope Urban a commission for a crusade in Flanders 
against the anti-pope, as John of Gaunt had for a crusade in 
SpQ.in. The commons did not object to the bishop's expedition, 
as it would weaken the French, and they authorised the king to 
transfer to the bishop a teuth and fifteenth, granted in October 
1:382 for the war. But when the bishop returned unsuccessful 
in the autumn of 1383 he was impeached in parliament by the 
king's . direction, and his temporalities were seized for the pay
ment of a fine to be determined by the king at his discretion: 
at the same time two half-tenths and half-fifteenths were grudg
ingly given by the commons, and two half-tenths by the clergy, 
one half being in each case unconditional, the other appro
priated to the purpose of the war in case it should be pro
longed. The same plan was followed in 1384 I; the commons 
made no semple of declaring that they desired peace, and 
bestowed very inadequate grants; but they would not recom-

expedition was discussed, tunnage and poundage granted for the protection 
of the coast, and a statute passed against heretic preachers. In the 
October parliament a tenth and fifteenth was granted, the' proposal of the 
bishop of Norwich approved, and the statutes against the heretics repealed. 
The clerical grant this year was half Ii. tenth; Waka, p. 31+ 

1 The parliaments of 1383 sat from Feb. 33 to March 10; and from 
Oct. 36 to Nov. 36. In the first, the tenth and fifteenth was made over 
to the bishop of Norwich; in the autumn session he was c&lled to account 
for it. The clergy granted a half-tenth in convocation in January, and 
two half-tenths in November; Wake, pp. 315. 316. See Rot. ParL iii. 
149, 15~ sq.; Wale. ii. 84, 85. 109; MOil- Evesh. pp. 43. 44, 49; Ewog. 
iii. 357. It was in the February parliament that the king, having allowed 
the commons to elect nine lords to confer with them. declared that the 
right of nomination belonged to the crown; Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 66 ; 
Rot. ParI. iii. 145. Notwithstanding this the commons chose their own 
advisers in 1384; ibid. p. 167. 

• The parliaments of 1384 sat from April 39 to May 27 at SaJisbnry, 
and Nov. I2 to Dec. 34 at Westminster; Rot. ParL iii. 166 sq., 184 sq.; 
Wale. ii. 113 sq.; Mon. Evesh. P.50. The grant of half a tenth and 
fifteenth was made in the spring session. two tenths and fifteenths in 
November. One of theBe two tenths and fifteenths was remitted on the 
15th of May, 1385; Rymer, viii. 4il; Rot. ParI. iii. 398. The clergy 
gave a half-tenth in June. and two tenths in November; Wake, p. a17. 
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mend the king to resign the claims on France which could not 
be even asserted without war. The grants made by the com
mona in both 1383 and 1384 were made conditional upon 
similar grants to be obtained from the clergy 1, an assumption 
which called forth from the archbishop a formal protest against 
the attempt to bind the spirituality'. 

The truce which was concluded in January 1384, lasted until:rruoe made 
mJ.38 .. 

May 1385, and thus left the court at liberty for a quarrel. 
John of Gaunt had, as we have said, withdrawn from the Continued 

somewhat threatening attitude which he had . maintained at ~",,::r of 

the beginning of the reign, and contented himself with the Gaunt.. 

legitimate iulluence which he could exercise in council. That 
inHuence was still c~nsiderable enough to provoke the jealousy 
of his rivals and to awake alarm among his conscientious 
friends. In the summer of 1382 Sir Richard Ie Scrope, the 
duke-s friend and honest adviser, was compelled to resign the 
great sea~ in consequence of a remonstrance addressed by him 
to the king on the lavish grants that he was making s. Yet, 
when in the following year the duke was. able to drive the 
bishop of London, Robert Braybrook, from the chancery " his 
81lccessor Michael de la Pole proved a more powerful enemy to Michael de 

the Lancaster iulluence. In the parliament of Salisbury, in ~~. 
April, 1384, an Irish friar denounced the duke as a traito'r; 13

8
3-

the friar w~s committed to the charge of Sir John Holland' 
and was soon afterwards murdeI'ed, tortured to death, as it 
was alleged, by the servants of the duke 8; Thomas of W ood-
stock in violent wrath went so far as to threaten Richard him-
8elf as an abettor of the accusation'. The imprisonment of 
John of Northampton, the Jate mayor of London, who had 
been accused of sedition, and had appealed to the protection 
of the duke, helped to widen the breach'; and a quarrel &,~ at 

which had been long proceeding between the duke and the 

. l Rot. Pari. iii lSI, 168. 
• Dec. 17, 1384; We.ke, App. p. 77. . 
• July II ; Walsingham, ii. 68-70; Foed. iv. ISO; Wgden, ix. 15. 
• March 10; Foed. iv. 163; FOBS, Biogr. Jar. p. no. 
• Chr. Angl. p. 359; Higden, i:x. 35-40. 
• WalL ii. JI2, sq. j Mon. Evesh. pp. 50, 51. 
, Wals. ii. u6; Mon. Evesh. p. 49. 
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Danger 01 earl of Northumberland created further complications. Richard, 
John 01 
Gaunt. 'under the influence of his private advisers, formed a design oj 

arresting his uncle; he was summoned to appear before Sir 
Robert Tressilian, :but refused. He declined moreover to at
tend, without an armed. retinue, a council at Waltham at whicb 
he was informed that his death was compassed. In tbe end 

Death of the he shut himself up in Pomfret castle 1. Shortly after ·howeveI 
Prin ..... of il' . Ir d b th . 
Wal.... reconc lation was euecte 'y' e pnncess of Wales, whose 

death in August 1385 seems to have given the signal for-th€ 
outbreak of po1itica1 quarrels, which had perhaps been tempo-

John 01 rarily healed by her influence whilst she lived'. From thi! 
GanntgoeB 
to Spain. part of the struggle John of Gaunt withdrew; at Easter, 1386, 

he left England for Spain and did not return ·until November 
1:389. 

Parliament.- The ~ommons during these proceedings were called 1>n fO! 
ary proceed-
iDgII in 138 .. considerable -grants. Two fifteentbs were voted in November 

Richard's 
expedition 
to Scotland 
in 1385. . 

1384 s, to be spent on the first expedition taken by the king 
in defence of the realm. -.Qne of these was spent on an expe
dition to Scotland, the only real military undertaking in whic'b 
Richard ever took part, during which Sir John Holland killed 
the heir of the earl of Stafford, and thus compelled the king 
t() banish him'. On the 6th of August, 1385. Thomas 01 
Woodstock was made duke of Gloucester,Edmund of Langle) 
duke of York, and ·Michael de la Pole earl of Suffolk; anc 
the young earl of March was' recognised as heir-presumptive t< 

Parliament.- the crown". In a parliament held iII October the commonl 
arybUBinOIB . 
in 1385. bestowed a tenth and a half ·and a ·fifteenth and a balf, anc 

renewed their grant. of the subsidy on wool, which expired a1 
the next Midsummer, for a year from August I, 1386; thl 
former grant they attempted, ·according to the Chroniclers, t( 
made conditional on·s contribution. by -the clergy as had beel 
done in 1383 and 1384. The knights of the shire 'are saic 
to have also proposed a confiscation of the temporalities of th, 
clergy; but this design was frustrated by archbishop Courtena;), 

1 Wals. ii. 126; Mon. Evesh. p. 57. 
• See above, p. 488, note a. 

• Eulog, iii. 361. 

• Wala. ii. 130. 
t Mon. Evesh. p. 63. 
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and the king was 'made to declare that he would leave the 
church in a state as good as that in which he found it, or 
better 1. Richard immediately ·afterwar-ds conferred the title v .... mad. 

of marquess of Dublin on his friend Robert de Vere, and fol-t:.:t:..':f. 
lowed up the promotion, which had already exposed him to the Oct.. 13

86
. 

indignation of the lords, by making him duke of Ireland. This 
was done during the session of the parliament in October 1386, 
with which the clearer and more dramatic action of the reign 
begins. 

Richard II was not, like Edward II, the victim of enmities Contrast 

which he provoked by hiB own perversity. :Edward for the t:~= and 

most· part made his own difficulties, Richard inherited the EdWaM II. 

great bulk of .his. Richard again had a ,policy of his own, 
whilst Edward had none. -Richard might possibly have 
stemmed the tide that overwhelmed his great grandfather; 
but that -tide had now risen 110 high that he had scarcely any 
more chance than Edward had of resisting it. There can be 
little doubt that Richard had early begun to .e~afeunder reo. 
straint, and that he saw his best policy to be not a perverse. 
attempt to thwart his uncles and the politieai party that BUS-

tained them, but to raise up a counterpoise to them by pro-
moting and enriching servants of his own. His choice of Richanl'. 

Michael de la Pole, an honour~ble warrior and an experienced ~d:f 
administrator, a man sprung from the commons themselves, 

. and apparently trusted by them, was a wise choice.. In taking 
Robert de Vere for his companion and confidant he seemed 
to avoid the error of promoting an upstart; for the earls of 
Oxford, although not among the richest and mightiest, were 
among the most ancient, of the nobility, and no existing family 
held the title of earl by so long descent. But the lords were 
as jealous as ever.; they would see in Vere a new Gaveston, 
and in Michael de la Pole a ·new Despenser, a deserter of the 
interests of his class. Thomas of W'Oodstock and Henry of 

I The parliament of 1385 sat from Oct. 20 to Dec.·6; Ro~ Parl. iii. 203~ 
Record Report, ii. app. p. Il7. ~o~ is said in the rolls of the a.t~pt 
to bind the clergy; perhaps the histonan may have confounded this WIth 
the last parliament; Bee above, p. 488, note 2 ; Wale. ii. 139; Mon. Eveah. 
p. 67 ; cr. Malvern, in Higden, ix. p. 7+ 
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~:~::~- Derby, the son of John of Gaunt, had, with more craft than 
baro;:'der the duke of Lancaster, reformed the old baronial party, of 
~=, which. as the heirs of Bohun and Lancaster, they were the 
1385-1387. hereditary chiefs. Henry perhaps was already alienated from 

his cousin's interest by being excluded from the succession, 
Warwick, which was now guaranteed to the young Mortimer. With 

them were Thomas Beauchamp earl of Warwick, whom the 
parliament in'1380 had appointed as governor to the king 1; 

Nottingham, Thomas' Mowbray earl of Nottingham, the heir of a long liIie 
of Mowbrays who had taken their part and paid their forfeit 
in all the constitutional struggles against the crown, and who 
also by the female side represented a younger branch of the 

and AmndeL royal house; and earl Richard of Arundel. These were until 
the clo~e of the reign the leaders of a bitter and cruel oppo
sition. They were strong, as the old Lancaster party had been, 

!:.-:~:'~: in the support of ,the clergy. Archbishop Courtenay had op
Courtenay. posed John of Gaunt both as a favourer of heresy and as 

dangerous to the crown, by his boldness in reproving Richard 
himself he had ip.curred the boy's iutense dislike, and had once 

The been threatened with the punishment of a traitoll'l. Henry· 'Yycllill.tea. 
of Derby and Thomas of Gloucester avoided the Wycliffites, 
although they courted that section of the commons in which the 
strength ofilie Wycliffites was supposed to reside. But it 
would be wro~g to attempt to determine within exact lines 
the extent and nature of the Lollard interest. It was strong, 
in the court; in the country it gained by the unpopularity of 
the friars; among the bishops there was great reluctance to 
proceed to extremities with the heretics, and it was owing 
to the pressure of the religious orders, urging on the pope 
against the Wycliffites. that persecution, a new thing altogether 
in England s, was set on foot. 1Vycliffe had been suffered to 

1 Wals. i. 437, 428. • Wals. ii. ra8 j Mon. Evesh. p. 58. 
B It is doubtful whether any' one had ever in England been capitally 

punished by law for heresy before this time. An Albigensian was burned 
during the Interdict, in the reign of John. The Chronicle of Meaux men
tions (ii. 323) among the perseoutions of the Minorites under John XXII 
that some of them were burned' in quadam sylva,' in 1330 j but the writer 
lived long after the time, and comprises England with Provence, Langue
doc, northern Italy, Naples, .and Burgundy, making the whole number 
burned in that year sixty·three. 
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die in peace at Lutterworth, and the prelates would probably, Politics of 
• tho prelates. 
If left free to act, have confined themselves to repressing and 
repelling the attacks on their political power and wealth. Not
withstanding the repeated attacks, prompted by the Wycliffites, 
and made by the commons upon the clergy, Courtel\ay was 
faithful to the party with which the commons more and more 
closely identified themselves: with him was Thomas Arundel Bishop 

• . . Arundel 
bIshop of Ely, brother of the earl, a man whose later history 
ahowa hiQ! an equally bitter enemy of the king and of the 
heretics, and who was the guiding spirit of the revolution that 
closed the reign. William of Wykeham, now growing old, was 
on the same side. The king could reckon on the .support of~::er 
the archbishop of York, Alexander Neville, and some of the 
poorer prelates who had been promoted during the present 
reign, and who were more or· less connected with th~ court, 
IUch as bishop Rushook of Chichester, who was the king's 
confeBBor. The elder bishops, who had risen by translations 
or by family influence, were chiefly in opposition. . . 

The country was not without real grievances. Each year Inactivity of 
the govern-

had seen additions to the Statute book, as each parliament mont. 

had been employed with numerous petit~ons. Yet none of 
the crying evils of the time had been redressed. The act of 
1382 against heresy, by which it was ordered that, on certi
ficate from the bishops, the chancellor should commission the 
sheriffs and others to compel the accused to satisfy the demands 
of the church, was repealed in the same year at the petition 
of the commons, as not having been passed with their assent 1. 

It was perfectly true, as the act asserted, that the Lollards 
were engendering dissension and discord between divers estates 
of the realm. Between the two parliaments the representatives 

I This statute was paBsed in the May seBsion of 1383 (Statutes, ii. 25 ; see above p. 487. note 3).andrepealed in theOctoberseBsion of the same year. 
"t the request of the commons: 'I" quiel ne fuist unques asBentu ne grante 
par leB communes, mes ce q ,!e fu~t p!,rle .de c~ fuist sanz asse:>t de ~our.; 
qe celui eBtatut Boit annienti qar U n estolt mle lour entent d estre Justi
fies, ne obliger lour ne lour successours "s prelate pluis que lours aunces
tres n'ont eate en temps passeo:;' Rot. ParI. iii. J4J; Wals .. ii. 65, 66. 
The repeal is not entered among the statutell i see Hallam, Middle Ages. 
iii. 89. ' 
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of the commons had. been changed 1, the chancellor had also 
been changed, and the proceedings against W yclilfe, which were 
actually going on at the time and had been interrupted by an 
earthquake, had' produeed a recoil favourable to the heretics. 
The statutes against Roman aggressions were multiplied but 
disregarded, and, although the schism in the papacy continued, 

·and was aggravated by national· antipathies, the bishop of Rome 
drew his reveilUe and promoted liis servants in England as 
he had done so long. But notwithstanding· the many per
manent lines of separation between class and class, interest 
and interest, estate and-estate, the division of dynastic-factions 
is the only one· that seems powerfully to influence political 
life. The reputed Lollardyat court 2, the growing desire 'of the 
commons to weaken the power of the clergy, do not bring the 

Decline of COurt and the commons together. There is a general decline 
public 
mora1ity. of the older· forms of moral and religious sincerity; Richard 

was as unfit to restore the soundness and' strength of the 
nation as he was unable t() gain a real victory in the struggle 
of faction. But what the politicians wanted was not so much 
reform of abuses as the P!?ssession of' power. The commons 
saw no diminution in the extravagance and luxury of the court, 
whoever might be chancellor; treasurer- or counsellors. They 
saw the lords in opposition more careful to court them than 

Disappoint- the lords in power, Richard had disappointed them, for no 
ment felt at • 
Ri~'B prince however good could have given them what they deSIred 
behaVIour. in him. In the parliament of 1385 he had told them, when 

they requested an annual examination of the state of the house- . 
hold, that he would do it when he pleased; and to a petition 
for the declaration of the names of his officers for the year he 
had replied that he should change them when he pleased. Henry 
of Derby, although he was the son of John of Gaunt, became 
the darling of the Londoners; and Gloucester determined to 

1 Forty-five n&Illes are common to the two parli&Illents. . 
• Three influential members of the council. Lewis Clifford, John Clane

'Vow, and Richard Sturry were well known to be patrons of the Lollards ; 
Bee Proceedings of Privy Council, i. 6; Walsingham, ii. 159, 316. .And 
Sir John Montagu, brother of the earl of Salisbury, was a heretic himself. 
Sturry was one of the counsellors of Edward III removed by the Gooct 
Parli&Illent; Chr. Angl. pp. 87, 377. 
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make a stroke (or power as 'soon as his elder brother left the 
field open to him. He chose his first step craftily, and had M ... u .... 

his .programme of reform, ready to his hand. A charge of ~~;:tiOD. 
malversation would easily be believed, when so much mal~ 
versation was known to exist, and the imputation so liberally 
made; it was by such charges that the kings had overwhelmed 
the ministers of whom they were tired: the dealings of Henry II 
with Becket, of Henry III with Hubert de Burgh, of Edward Ill; 
with archbishop Stre.tford, and of John of GaUlj.t with Wykeham, 
formed precedents for the parliament when they in turn would 
impeach a minister. Such a charge would be fatal to Michael 
de la Pole. 

26&. The parliament. of 1386 opened on the ISt of October, ParHam.n. 

in the king's presence 1. The chancellor, Michael. de la Pole, of 13
86

• 

according to custom,. declared the cause of the SUJ;llrnons: a 
great council, held at Oxford i, had agreed. that it was time 
for the king to cross the sea in.. person, and there were foul' 
good reasons; it was bettet for England to inv.ade. than to 
repel' invasion; it was well tbat the. king should show his 
good-will to take an active part in the national work; he 
had a right to the crown of France; he wanted to acq!lire 
honour and culture or, knowledge of the world 3. To secure Bea'7 

these ends the parliament must grant money;. the king for =~ 
his part ~ould redress all grievances. Four tenths and. fif-
teenths, it was whispered, was the least that could be expected 
On so great an occasion 'j but whether the Bum was imprudently 
mentioned by the chancellor, or the report was a part of the 
Bcheme for involving him in publiC" odium, does. npt l1ppear. 

I This parliament sat· Oct. I to Nov. ~8; Lords' Report, i. 495. Half a 
tenth and fifteenth was granted in the usual way,. tonnage of 3B. and 
poundage of 18. a continued subsidy on merchandise and wool, appropri. 
ated to the defence of the sea.; and another half·tenth and fifteenth, if the 
commission of government to be appointed should find it neoessary for the 
defence of the kingdom; Rot. ParI. iii. ~20, 221; Knighton, c. 2686; 
Wals. ii. 150; Mon. Evesh. p. 76. The clerical grant of two half·tenths 
was made in convocation, Dec. 3; Wake. p. 318. The clergy of York 
declined to vote any money, and the parliament of 1388 petitioned the 
king to compel them; ibid. 319. 

I 'Grant counseill,' Rot. ParI. iii. 3I 5. 
I • Pour conquerre honour et hlimanite,' Rot. ParI. iii. alS. 
, Knighton, c. a681. 
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Pa.rlioment 'The king retired after the opening of parliament to Eltham, 
of 1386. 
Richard perhaps i'h anticipation of the attack 1; on the 13th of October 
~~:.~ the patent was sealed by which Robert de Vere was made 
The, duke of Ireland, and immediately the storm arose. Both 
parliament h . 'Ii d h k' th' demands the ouses SlgID e to t e mg at the chancellor and the trea
d'smissa.! of the min- surer~ the bishop of Durham, should be removed from their 
:,t;.::.;. ":,d posts. This Richard refused: he bade the parliament mind t=. to its proper business, and declared that he would not at their 

request dismiss a servant of his kitchen B. The parliament 
replied that unless the king returned to Westminster and 

, t:emoved the chancellor they would not proceed to any other 
business. The king then proposed that forty members of 'the 
house of commons should be sent to confer with h'im at 
Eltham; this was rejected, and a rumour' set abroad that 
Richard intended, if they were 'sent, to put them to death. 

Decl&ration In their stead the duke of Gloucester and bishop Arundel 
of Glouoeeter • • 
and Arundel presented themselves wIth a message, declarmg that there was 

an ancient statute by which the king was bound to hold a 
parliament once a year, at which, among other matters, they 
should discuss how the public burdens could most easily be 
borne; and by way of inference they stated their opinion that, 
as the parliament had to bear the burden, they had a right 
to inquire how and by whom their money was Spel\t. There 
was, however, another statute according to which the parlia
ment might break up, if the king without good cause absented 

Dispute with himself for forty days s. Richard replied that if this was a 
the king. threat of rebellion he would seek advice from the king of 

France. The king of France, they answered, was his greatest 
enemy, and would advise him to his ruin. Then, returning 
to the point, they expatiated on' the poverty of the ,c~untry 
and referred that poverty to thE) misgovernment of the Icing's 

Stotute. servants: nay there was another old statute, which not 80 

~~~ him. long ago had been put in force, that if the king, from any 

1 Knighton, o. 2680. According to the Eulogium (iii. 359) he had at
tempted to dissolve the parliament. 

• Knighton, o. 268I, , 
8 Knighton, cc. 268I, 2682. See also, on the whole of this discussion, 

Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 68 sq. ' 
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malignant design or foolish contu\Dacy, or contempt, or wanton Parliament 
wilfulness, or in any irregular way, should alienaie himself°fx386. 
from his people, and should not ve willing to be governed and 
regulated by the laws, statutes, and laudable ordinances of the 
realm with the wholesome advice of the lords and peers of the 
realm, but should headily and wantonly by his own mad counsels 
work. out his own private purposes, i~ should then be lawful Throat of 
for them with the common assent and consent of the people deposition. 
of the realm to depose the king himself from the royal throne 
and elevate in his place some near kinsman of the royal line 1. 

Whether the envoys really believed themselves to be speaking 
the truth or no, the .distinct references to the ancient laws, or 
more' probably the warning of the fate of Edward IT, alarmed 
Richard; he returned to the parliament; on the 24th of Richard 

October the two ministers were removed s; bishop Arundel ;;"'lli:.~t. 
became chancellor, and the bishop of Hereford, J OM Gilbert, 
treasurer; and the earl of Suffolk was formally impeached by Impeach-
h Th h . h- . dmentof tbe t e commons. e c arges agalDst 1m were mmute an chanoolJor_ 

definite·: he had (I) contrary to his oath accepted or pur-
chased below their value great estates from the king; (n) he 
had not seen to the execution of the ordinances for the reform 
of the household by nine lords appointed' in the last pai-

l 'Habent enim ex antiq no statuto et de facto non longe retroactis tem
poribus experienter, quod dolendum eat, habito, Ii rex ex maligno consilio 
quocunque vel inept.. contuma.cia, aut contemptu seu proterva voluntate 
.singulsri aut quovis modo irregulsri, se alienaverit a populo suo, nec volu
erit per jura regni et statut.. et laudabilea ordinationea cum salubri con
silio dominorum et procerum regni gubemsri et regulBri. sed capitose in 
auia insanis eonsiliia propriam voluntatem· suam singularem proterve 
.exercere, enune licitum est eis cum communi aseensu et conseneu populi 
regni. ipsum regem de regali Bolio abrogare et propinquioremaliquem de 
stirpe regia loco ejua in regali solio sublimare;' Knighton, c. 2683_ It i. 
needle •• to .ay that there was no such statute, but from the king's later 
action it is clear that both parties had in view the measures taken for the 
deposition of Edward II. It would aeem from the Moduli tellendi parli .... 
mentum (Select Charters, p. 510) that the king's absence from parliament 
was • res dampnosa et periculosa.' . 

• Rymer, viii. 548. 
B Rot. ParI. iii. 216; Knighton, o. 2684; of. Wala. ii. 149. . 
• This commission is not given in the Rolla of the ParliSment of 1385 ; 

but is possibly referred to in an imperfect article; iii. 314. The commons 
had however asked to know who should be the king's chief officers during 
the coming year and been told that the king had sufficient officers at pre
sent, and would'ohange them when he pleased; Ret.Parl. iii~ 2I3~ If the 
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liament; (m) he was responsible for the misapplication of the 
money then granted; (IV) he had fraudulently received the 
pension of a Limburg merchant long after it had been justly 
forfeited; and (v) had appropriated to himself the revenue of 
the master of S. Antony, which, as its owner was a schismatic, 
ought to have been paid to the king; (VI) as chancellor he 
had sealed charters contrary to the interest of the crown and 
to the law; and (VII) by his neglecting to relieve the town 
of Ghent, that town had been lost and with it money to the 
amount of 13.000 marks. Suffolk defended himself, and 
Richard Ie Scrope made a statement of his services and merits I. 

His defence. Every point charged against him he either denied or ex
plained; and, although the parliament replied and he rejoined 
in a way that seems on the record sufficiently convincing, his 
enemies were his judges. As for his services,. he had, as 
Scrope said, served in war for thirty years, been captain of 
Calais, admiral, and ambassador. He was no upstart, but a 
man of inherited fortune, and in every capacity he had lived 
without dishonour or reproof. The dignity of earl the king 
had bestowed of his own accord, and the lands received with 
the title Were only what was needed to maintain it. 

The com· Notwithstanding this able defence, the co=ons insisted 
mona press 
the chargee. that he had broken his oath, and prayed for judgment against 

him on six out of seven of the counts. No notice is taken 
of the third charge. On the second, fourth, and seventh head 
the lords declared that as his guilt was shared by others of 
the council he should not be impeached alone; but, the rest 

::'::d"~' being proved, the king was forced to condemn him to sur
guilty. render all his acquisitions, save his earl's title and pension of 

£20, and to be imprisoned until he should pay a fine or 
ransom I. The guilt or innocence of de la Pole was however 
a matter of minor importance when he was once removed; and 
commission be that referred to in the imperfect article the bishops of 
Winchester and Exeter were two of the lords nominated, and the object 
\Vas to examine into the condition of the exchequer, the expenditure of 
£120,000, the case of the schismatics, and the king'a debts. Cf. Rot. Pari. 
iii. 213, ax7. 

1 Rot. Pari. iii. 216, 217. Cf. Hallam, Middle AgesJ iii. 68. 
a £~C?QOO l Mon. Evesh. p. 75. 
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it may be variously estimated aeeording as the circumstauces Itw .. " 

are judged by the letter of thll law, or by the ordinary prac- ~:J!:!"" 
tice of ministers. It is quite clear that in his administrative tiOD. 

capacity he was equitably entitled to acquittal, and that it 
was Dot for the reasons alleged that his condemnation was 
demanded. This the result proved. The success of the Glou-
cester party encouraged them to a further imitation of the acts 
of the Good Parliament, and Richard, before he could obtain 
a subsidy which took the form of half a tenth, half a fifteenth, 
and an increase and continuance of the customs, was obliged 
to consent to the appointment of a commiBBion of regency or 
council of reform. This body was to hold office for a year to :.,':~ 
regulate the royal household and the realm, to inquire into .... fo'?"tedia 

"ppow to 
all sources of revenue, receipts, and expenditure, to examine =:~e 
and amend all defaults and misprisions whereby the. king was houaehold. 

injured or the law broken, and to hear and determine com-
plaints not provided for by the law; all subjects were ordered 
to obey them to the extent of the commission, and none was 
to advise the king to revoke the commission under severe 
penalties. This commission was issued on the 19th of November, 
and embodied in a statute dated on the 18t of December 1. 

The lords named were eleven in Dumber.: bishops Courtenay, 1'1!e;.om-
DllSIlonera. 

Neville, Wykeham, and Brantingham, the abbot of Waltham, 
the dukes of Gloucester and York, the earl of Arundel, and 
the lords John of Cobham, Richard Ie Scrope, and John De
vereux I. These were to act in conjunction with the Dew 
chancellor, treasurer, and privy seal I, 

Richard was blind to his own advantages, or he might have ~=ce. 
found in the technical character of the proceedings or in the 
personal composition of the council some sources of strength. 
Old statesmen like Wykeham and Scrope were not likely to 
allow extreme measures, and in Neville the king had a devoted 

1 Statutes, ii. 39-43; Malvern (Higden, ix.), pp. 83-89· 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 231; Knighton, ClC. 2685, 2686 sq • 
• The Privy Seal was John Waltham, afterwards bishop or Salisbury. 

The minutes of the first proceedings of the commission are printed in the 
Proceedings of the Privy Conncil. ell. Nicolas, i. 3: but they contain merely 
a liat of articles of J,nquiry, ... '. .-

Kk 2 • 
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friend. But Richard was only twenty-one; the despotic and 
impatient impulses of royalty had been aroused in him, and he 
knew that, notwithstanding the mixed composition of'the com
mission, the leading spirit in it-was Gloucester. He set him· 
self to thwart rather than to propitiate his temporary masters. 
Before the close of the session he protested by word of mouth 
that for nothing done in the parliament should any prejudice 
arise to him or his crown, that the prerogative and liberties 

He forms of his crown should be safely observed notwithstanding 1. 1m
B p&rty 
against t!>e mediately afterwards he released Suffolk from prison without 
~~on, ransom, and called into his councils Sir Simon Burley, arch-

bishop Neville, the duke of Ireland, Tressilian the chief justice, 
and Nicholas Brember, the head of his party in the city of 
London. With their advice he formed a _ deliberate scheme 
of policy lI. He w~uld have been fully justified, both by what 
·he knew of Gloucester and by the examples of the reigns of 
Henry III and Edward II, in taking precautions in case the 
commission should decline to surrender its powers at the end 
-of the term of office; but his elder advisers should have warned 
him that excessive and imprudent precaution might easily be 
interpreted as aggression. This was not done. The king and 
his friends made a l"l!-pid progress through the country, courting 
adherents and binding their partisans by strict obligations to 

n. tri .. to support them. They prepared to' calIon the sheriffs to raise 
:t~';";. the forces of the shires for the.king's defence, and to influence 
~!,J!:. the elections for the next parliament in his favours; and not 

_ content with this, they .brought together, first at Shrewsbury 
and afterwards at Nottingham, a body of judges to give an 

1 Rot. ParI. iii. 224. 
• 'Commoverunt regem contra dominos susurrantes regem non in effeetu 

esse regem sed nomine tenus, futurumque ut mhil sui juris existeret, 
domini tamen potestate gauderent i' Mon. Evesh. p. 17; cf. Wals. U. J 56; 
Hallam, Middle Ages, Hi. 71. -

• 'Viceeomites convenire fecit ut sciret quantam potentiam possent con
trahere contra barones, et ut ipsi nullum militem de pago vel de schira 
permitterent eligi ad parliamentum nisi quem rex et ejus consilium elegis
sent. Ad quem vicecomites di:rerunt quod communes faverent dominis, 
nee esse in potestate illorum ad bane oausam exercitum contrahendi; de 
militibus ad parliamentum ,eligendis dixerunt, communes velle tenere 
\1sitat&.s consuetudines, lJ,uae volUBt nt a communibus milites eligantur i' 
Mon. Evesh. p. '85 j Wa.Is. U: 161. Cf. Malverl1, p. 9+ 
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opinion adverse to the legality of the commission of council. 
On the 25th of August, 1387, at Nottingham, five of the He obtains 
• • J d ul· h ·d d from the JUstlces , un er comp Slon as t ey afterwards sal , declare ju~ an 

that the commission was unlawful, as being contrary to the ~= to 
. f th d the com-prerogative 0 e crown, and that those who had. procure mission. 

it deserved capital punishment. that the direction of procedure A.ug. 13
8
7. 

in parliament belonged to the king; that the lords and com-
mons had no power to remove the king's servants; that the: 
person who had moved for the production of the statute by 
which Edward II was deposed, which was really the mod!!l 
on which the recent ordinance was framed, was a traitor, and 
that the sentence on Suffolk was revocable and erroneous. 
This opinion was attested by the archbishops of York and 
Dublin, the bishops of Durham, Bangor, and Chichester, the 
duke of Ireland, and the earl of Suffolk I. Even if Richard 
could at once have acted upon this declaration, it would have 
been imprudent to publish it; .as matters stood it was equi-
valent to a declaration of war. It was followed by a rash 
attempt to arrest the earl of Arundel; this failed, and Glou-
cester, in the prospect of a continuance of power, was not slow 
in taking up the challenge in arms 8• On the loth of November 
Richard returned to London, and was received in great 
atate by the mayor and citiaens '. On the 12th, however, !~~~. 
Gloucester, Wamck, and Arundel were reported to be ap- 1387· 

proaching in full force. The archbishop of Canterbury, and 
lords Cobham, Lovel, and Devereux, appeared as negotiators: 
the couDcil, they declared, was innocent of any attempt to 
injure the king; the five false advisers, Neville, Vere, de la~=:e 
Pole, Tressilian, and Brember, were the real traitors, and against ~t!=~ 
these, on the 14th, Gloucester and his friends laid a deliberate 
charge of treason. Richard at first thought of resisting, and 
summoned the Londoners to his aid; but when he found them 
deterutined not t? fight for him, and when the lord Basset,. 

I Mon. Eve.oh. p. 85; Knighton, cc. 2693, 2694; WaIs. ii. 162; Malvern, 
pp. 98-102; Eulog. iii. 361. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 233,234; Mon. Evesh. pp. 86-89; Knighton, ce. 2694sq. 
• Man. Evesh. p. 90; Wals. ii. 163 •. 
• Knighton, c. 2696; Malvern, p. 10+ 
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the earl of No~humberland and others declared that they be
lieved in the honesty of the council and refused to fight for 

Richard is the duke of Ireland \ he was obliged to temporise. In West-
obliged to • . 
lubmit. Nov. mInster Hall, on the 17th, he received the lords of the council 
'7. '3

8
7' • sl!l ted h' d' . 

Appeal of 
treason 
against 
the king'B 
friends, 
Dec. 1387. 

SummODl 
of the . 
parliament 
of 1388. 

graClOU y, accep t elr excuses, an . promlsed that In the 
next parliament his unfortunat~ advisers should be compelled 
to appear and give account of themselves. On the 20th the 
five culprits took to flights. Suffolk and Neville escaped 
safely. Vere raised a force with which he endeavoured to join 
the king, but was defeated by the earl of Derby in Oxfordshire, 
and made his way' to France. Tressilian found a temporary 
hiding-place, and only Brember. was taken. On the 27th of 
'December' Richard found himself obliged to receive the formal 
appeal, and at the bidding of the appellants to order the arrest 
of the remainder of his personal friends.Possihly he had not 
until then given up all hope of resistance; for in the writs of 
parliament issued on the 17th of December he had inserted 
a provision that the knights to be elected should be 'in debatis 
modernis magis. indifferentes 6:' but the defeat of the duke of 
Ireland settled the matter for the time; the king was obliged' 
by another writ on the 1St of January to withdraw the order 
as contrary to the ancient form of election and the liberties 
of lord!! and commons, and to direct that the knights would be 
chosen without any such condition 6. The day fixed was the 
ard of February, and then the parliament met 7. 

Gloucester After the chancellor's speech, Gloucester on his knees dis-
deolares his 
Innocence. avowed all intention, such as had been imputed to him, of 

making himself king, and, when Richard had declared himself 

1 Knighton, c. 2698. 
• Knighton, c. 2700; Wals, ii. 166; Malvern, p. 107. 
a Knighton, c. 2701. . 
, Knighton,cc. 2704. 2705; Wals.ii.J7I,172, 173; Mon. Evesh. p. 100; 

Eulog. iii. 365 ; Malvern, pp. H3-H8 • 
• Lords' Report, iv. 725 • 
• Lords' Report,iv. 727; Rot. ParI. iii. 400; Rymer, vii. 566. 
, This parliament sat Feb. 3 to March 20, and April II to June 4; 

Lords' Report, i. 495; Knighton, o. 2706. Half a tenth and fifteenth was 
granted, with tunnage and poundage and custom on wool as in 1386; Rot. 
Pari. iii. 244. The Convocation of Canterbury, Feb. 26, granted half a 
tenth on the understanding that the York clergy did the saine; Wake, 
pp. l1l9. 320. 
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satisfied of his uncle's good faith, the business of the session Parliament 
began1

• The five appellant lords, Gloucester, Derby, Notting-~e:'~:i!~' 
ham, Warwick, and Arundel brought forward thirty-nine charges ~;u!~ 
against the five accused', some counts being common to all, 
80me peculiar. to individuals. They had conspired to rule the ~ 
king for their own purposes, and had bound him by an unlawful C:. Vore. 

oath to maintain them. They had withdrawn him from the ~t:: 
society of his magnates, and had defeated all the measures taken :!..bor. 
by the parliament for his good. They had caused him to im-
poverish the crown by lavish gifts of land, jewels, money, and 
privileges. They had attempted to make Robert de Vere king 
of Ireland; they had carried oft'the king into distant parts of 
the realm, and had negotiated treasonably with the king of 
France. By the formation of secret leagues, the levying of 
forces, connivance with the military operations of the duke, and 
trying to influence the sheriffs in the elections, they had all 
alike proved their consciousness of guilt. They had incited the 
Londoners to resist in arms and to slay the lords and commons, 
and they had obtained from the judges a false _opinion to justify 
them in treating the council of government as traitors. The The bW of 
bill of appeal was first presented to the judges, who declared it d~~ 
informal, whether tested by the common law of the realm or by IUogaI. 

the civil law. The lords thereupon announced that in matters 
of such high concern the rules of civil law could not be ob-
aerved; the parliament was itself the supreme judge; it was The parlia.-

d b h " hi h 'd d'nfi . h mentonr-not to be boun y t e .orms w c gul e 1 enor courts, t at rnlOl! tho 

were merely the executors of the ancient laws and customs of°plnioD. 
the realm, and of the ordinances and establishments of parlia-
ment. In their supreme authority they determined, and the 
king allowed, that the appeal was well and sufficiently made 
and affirmeds• The names of the accused were then called 

1 Rot. Part iii. 22S- sq. - - _ 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 229 sq.; Knighton, co. 2713-2726; Malvern, pp. 119""(40 • 
• • Que en si haute crime come est pretendu ••• la cause ne serra aillours 

dOOuc q'en parlement, ne par autre ley que ley et cours du parlement, at 
q'U apparlient as aeignurs du parlement et " lour franchise et libertee 
d'"uncien custume du parlement, d'estre juges en tieux cas, et de tieult 
cas ajogger par assent du roi; et que ensi serra fait en cest cas par agarde 
du parlement, pur ce que Ie roialme d'Engleterre n' estoit devant CeB heures, 
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Parliament Suffolk, Vere, Neville, and Tressiliall were absent, and against 
~:~~u:388. them the appellants pressed for an immediate sentence. The 
~n~ lords spiritual, after protesting their right as peers to take part 
~ed. in all proceedings of the house, withdrew from the trial in 

which, as a case of capital ofi'ellce, the canons. forbade them 
to take part; and the lords temporal examined the charges. 

=.1:=:!f Fourt~en of the counts were found to contain treason, and 
tion. F.b. X3. on all the accused were guiltyl: Suffolk, Vere, and Tressilian 
X388. 

were therefore condemned to be drawn and hanged; Neville =:;. and to forfeit his temporalities and await further judgment. This 
"" .. uted. sentence was published on the 13th of February; on the 17th 

Brember was tried, and on the 20th condemned and executed. 
Tressilian was captured during the trial, and hanged on the 

~!d~~':; I 9th 8. On the 2nd of March the judges who had given their 
judges. opinion at Nottingham were' impeached by the commons, and 

Impeach. 
mentot 
Burley and 
others. 

on the 6th found guilty by the lords. The sentence of death 
however was, at the request of the queen and bishops, com
muted for perpetual exile in Ireland. On the 6th of March the 
bishop of Chichester, and on the 12th Sir Simon Burley, Sir 
John Beauchamp of Holt, Sir John Salisbury, and Sir James 
Bemers were also impeached by the commons, on sixteen 
charges of treason similar to those on which' the others had 
been condemned. They had a short respite. Parliament was 
adjourned for Easter from March 20 to April 22. As soon as 
proceedings were resumed they were found guilty and con-

~:,;,:t demned. The laymen were executed, Burley on the 5th of May, 
the other three on the 12th s. The earl of Derby and the duke of 

ne a l'entent du roi notre dit seigneur et seigneurs du parlement unquesne 
serra, reule ne govel1le par 1110 ley civill; et auxint lour entent n'est pas 
de reuler ou governer Ii haute cause come ces~ appell est, que ne serra 
aillours trie ne termine q'en parlement, come dit est/par coura, processe 
et ordra, use en ascune court ou place plus bas deinz mesme Ie roialme, 
queux courtes et places ne sont que exeeutours d'aunciens leys et custumes 
du roialme et ordinllollces et establissementz de parlement; et feust avis 
au mesmes les seigneurs du parlement, par assent du roi notre dit seigneur, 
que cest appell feust fait et afferme bien et 'assetz deuement, et Ie process 
d'ycell bone et effeotuel soione les Ieys et coura de parlement, et pur tiel 
l'agarderont et ajuggeront;' Rot. ParI. iii. 236. 

1 Rot. ParI. iii. 237; Knighton, o. 2706. 
S Knighton, o. 2726; cf. Wale. ii. 173 sq.; Mon. Evesh. p. 103. 

, S Wals. ii. J74; Malvern, p. J77. 



IVI.] Tlu Mercile8, Parliament. 

York were very anxious to spare Burley, but were overruled by 
Gloucester and Arundel. For the disposal of the archbishop of 
York and the bishop of Chichester further measures were neces-
8IJJ"f. The circumstances of the case were laid before the pope,and 
Urban VI was not restrained by any scruples of conscience from 
allowing the powers of the church to be used for the humiliation 
of a political enemy. By an act of supreme power, in which Bnmm&ry 

the English church and nation acquiesced, he translated arch-=~dOf 
bishop Neville to the see of S. Andrew's, and the bishop ofBuahook. 
Chichester to that of Triburna, or Kilmore, in Ireland. Scot-
land acknowledged the rival pope, and the translation of Neville 
was a mere mockery; he died serving a small cure in Flanders. 
The appointment to Triburna was simply banishment. So rapid Arnndol 

was the action of the lords that on the 30th of April Thomas ~~ishOp 
Arundel was nominated to succeed Neville at York, and thus of York. 
much was completed before the parliament broke up. The 
session lasted until the 4th of June. On the 2nd the lords and 
commons granted a large subsidy on wool and other merchan-
dise, out of which :£20,000 was voted to the lords appellantl

• 

Besides the forDIal registration of the acts and sllpplementary 
securities for the execution of the se~tences of forfeiture, and 
for the protection of the appellants, no legislative work was 
nndertaken. The' merciless' parliament S sat for 122 days. 
Its acts fully establish its right to the title, and stamp with Other acta 

infamy the men who, whether their political aims were or were ~.~, 
not salutary to the constitution, disgraced the cause by excessive parllament. 

and vindictive cruelty. 
Gloucester and his allies retained their power for a year !:,ar~ent 

longer. During this time a parliament was held at Cam- bridge,1388• 

bridgeS, in which some useful statutes were passed and further 

I Rot. ParI. iii. 245. 
• • Parliamentmn sine misericordia;' Knighton, c. 2701. The jltatute of 

thUo parliament is chiefly composed of the enactments against the fav?ur
iteo; five short clauses in addition limit the acceptance of gifts of the king, 
forhid the increase of custom on wool, and the issue of royal letters to 
disturh the execution of the law, and alter the law on justices of ... size i 
Statutes, ii. 54, 55. 

• Sept. 9 to Oct. 17, 1388; Lords'Report, i. 495; Malvern, pp. 18g-198 • 
. A tenth and fifteenth w ... granted; Record Report, ii. app. 2, p. 178. The 
Convocation of Canterbury granted a tenth, Oct. 20; Wake, pp. 320,331• 
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aid granted; and a truce was made with France for two years~ 
The king continued in retirement, and the country at peace. 

On the 3rd of May, 1389, Richard took the kingdom by sur
prise. Entering the council, he asked to be told how old he 
was. He was three and twentyl. When this was acknow
ledged he announced that he was certainly of age, and intended 
no longer to submit to restraints which would be intolerable to 
the meanest of his subjects. Henceforth he would manage the 
affairs of the realm for himself, would choose his own counsellors, 
and be, a king indeed. Following up his brave words by action, 
he demanded the great seal from Arundel, who at once surren
dered it; bishop Gilbert resigned the treasury, and on the 
following day William of Wykeham and Thomas Brantingham 
returned to the posts of chancellor and treasurer. Some minor 
changes were made in the legal body, and the appellant lords 
were removed from the council. On the 8th of May the king 
issued letters to the sheriffs declaring that he had assumed the I 

governments. The success of this bold stroke was as strange as 
its suddenness. According to the chronicler it was welcomed 
with general satisfactionS. Whether it was that the country 
was tired of the appellants, or that all fears were extinguished 
as to the restoration <if the favourites, it is impossible to say. 
Richard however acted with astonishing moderation. Although 
he contrived to ameliorate the condition of his exiled friends, he 
made no effort to recall them or to avenge' the dead. Suffolk 
died the same summer in France; Robert de Vere nev.er returned 
to England; the exiled judges remained for eight years longer 
in Ireland. In September a negotiation was set on foot for the 

The statute of Cambridge forbids the sale of offices. confirms the previous 
legislation on labourers, artificers, and beggars; forbids children who have 
been kept at the plough till twelve to learn any craft or mystery; fixes six 
as the number of justices of the peace in-~ach county, who are to hold 
their sessions quarterly; orders the slanderers of great men to be punished 
by the king's council, and puts provisors of benefices out of the king's pro
tection; Statutes, ii. 55-60; Knighten, c. 2729; Wals.ii. 177; Mon. Evesh. 

p. I°Kn5 •. ht Wals" 8 M 'E esh 8 R •• I 19 on, o. 2735; . 11. I I; on. v • p. 10; ymer, Vll. 
616; Malvern, pp. 210, 2Il. 

• Rymer, vii. 618; Rot. ParI. iii. 404 . 
• • Omnes Deum glorifioaverunt qui Bibi talem regem sapientem futurum 

providere curavit;' Knighton, c. 2736. ' 
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admission of the appellants to the Icing's favour. A· violent ReconciJia. 

dispute took place in the council on the 15th of October ; ~;;,~:: 
Richard apparently wishing to buy over the earl of ]f ottingham 
with a large pension given him as Warden of Berwick, 'and the 
chancellor objecting to the expense 1. In the following N ovem
ber, John of Gaunt returned home, and by a prompt use of his 
personal influence produced an apparent reconciliation among all 
parties·. For eight years Richard governed England as, to all 
appearance, a constitutional and popular king. 

267. The truce with France, concl~ded in 1389, was continued Pul?lic 

by renewals for short periods until 1394; and then prolonged =':;'88 

for four years, before the expiration of which the king, who lost to >397· 

his first wite in 1394, married a daughter of Charles VI, and 
arranged a truce for twenty-five years. The cessation of a war 
which had lasted already for half a century, intermitted only by 
truces, which were either periods of litter prostration or seasons 
of expensive preparation for fresh enterprises, is almost enough 
to account for the internal peace of England from 1388 to 
13978• Taxation was moderate and regular, although not Taxation, 

• • >38g->395-
unvaned from year to year: m 1391 a fifteenth and a half, 
and a tenth and a half; in 1392 two halves of a fifteenth and 
tenth; and in 1395 a fifteenth and tenth, were granted. The 
subsidy on wool and merchandise was continued through the 

1 Proceedings of Privy Council, i. II, U. • Wale. ii. 194, 195. 
• The parliaments of these years sat as follows :-

III 1390 Jal\. 17-March a; Nov. I2-Dec. 3. A grant of the sub.idy and 
tunnage and poundage for a year was made in the first see.ion ; 
in the second the vote was rai.ed on the wool to 508. and 53B. <jd. 

. on the sack and 7! and 8 marks on the last, for three years. 
In 1391 Nov. 3-Dec. a; Record Reports, ii. p. 178. 
'In 1393 a parliament summoned to York for the 14th of October waB 
. adjourned on September 8, and never met. ' 
In 1393 Jan. ao-Feb. 10, at Winchester; Rot. ParL iii. 300 sq. 
In 1394 Jan. 27-March 6. Tunnage and poundage were granted; Rot. 

ParI. iii. 31.f-
In 1395 Jan. a7-Feb. 15; Rot. ParI. iii. 330. 

The Convocations of the same period were these :-(1) In 1391, April 17, 
the clergy of Canterbury granted a subsidy to the pope. (2) The clergy 
of Canterbury, Dec. 9, and' th08e of York, Dec. 4, granted a half-tenth. 
(3) In 1393 the clergy of Canterbury, March 3, and of York, March 17, 
granted three half-tenths. (4) In 1394 the clergy of Canterbury, May 21, 
and of York, March I, granted a tenth. (5) In 1395 the clergy of Canter
bury, Feb. 5, and of York, Feb. 9, granted a tenth; Wake, pp. 321-32+. 
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whole time: after a grant of a single year in 1390, it was" 
renewed at an increased rate, which belpeaks continued pros
perityl, for three years; in 1393 for the same term; and in 
1397 the custom on wool was given for five years. The varia
tions of taxation imply some irregularity in the sessions of 
parliament; no parliament was held in 1389; the estates met 
twice in 1390, in January and November; and in November 
1391; the next session was in January 1393, and in the same 

SOSBionsof month the parliament met in 1394 and 1395., Most of these 
~lli=mt " 

The 
ministers 
oWer to 
rooign in 
1390-

were long sessions, varying from three weeks to three months, 
and a considerable amount of business was transacted in each. 
The ministerial changes were not great, and ,the ministers them-
selves seem to have enjoyed the confidence of the 'parliament, 
and the apparent approval of the king. In the first parliament 
of 1390 the cliancellor, treasurer, and councillors resigned their 
offices, and prayed that if they had done any wrong it might be 
laid against them before the parliament. The lords spiritual 
and temporal and the co=ons declared that they had no fault 

Arundel to find, and they all resumed their offices I. In September 139 IS 
cha.noellor, 
1391- 13¢- archbishop Arundel succeeded Wykeham as chancellor, and 

remained in office until 1396, when he succeeded Courtenay 
at Canterbury, and consequently resigned the seal to Edmund 
Stafford, bishop of Exeter; at the treasury bishop Brantingham 
presided from May to August 1389; bishop Gilbert of S. David's 
from August 1389 to May 1391; and John Waltham, bishop of 
Salisbury, from May 1391 to September 1395, when Roger 
Walden was appointed. Under the advice of his experienced 
counsellors Richard took some very important steps in legis-

Legislation lation.. Almost every year of the reign is marked by its own· 
uf tho 
period: statute, but the acts of this portion of it are of great signi-
on Proviso .. , ficance. First in historical prominence comes the statute of 

Provisors, passed in 1390., which re-enacted the memorable 

I Wall. ii. 196. • Rot. Pa.rl. iii. 258. • Rymer, vii. 707. 
• Statutes, ii. 61, 70. See also Rymer, vii. 673. The bishops protested 

against the infringement of the papal right by this statute; Rot. Pa.rl. iii. 
264; Wals. ii. 198; and in consequence of a papal remonstrance some re
laxation of this statute was permitted in the next pa.rliament; WalB. ii. 
203 j Mon. Evesh. p. 123. See also Malvern, pp. 221-234> 248-258, 262. 
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.tatute of 1351, with additional safeguards against Roman 
usurpation. The ordinance against maintenance', that is the mainton

undertaking to promote other men'. quarrels and causes in anco, 

the courts of justice by unauthorised persons, especially such as 
make a trade out of the political influence of their lords, includes 
a prohibition of the old custom of giving' livery of company,' livery. 

the retaining of large retinues, which supplied, for the sake of 
pomp, the place of the old feu<lal court and following. This 
also was issued in 1390. In the second parliament of that year justicoe of 

the number of justices of the peace was enlarged from six to the peaoe, 

eight in each shire, and the staple reformed. In 1391 the pro- mortmain, 

visions of the statute of mortmain were interpreted to forbid the 
contrivance of granting enfeoffment to.laymen to the uses of 
religious. houses, and the acquisition of land by perpetual cor
porations such as guilds and fraternities t; and the private courts 
-of landlords were forbidden to try cases concerning freehold . 
. The petitions of the commons that villeins might not be allowed 
to acquire lands, to send their children to the schools' to ad-
vance them by means of clergy' or scholarship·, for fear of 
their increasing the power of the clergy and defeating the rights 
·of the lords, were rejected by the king in this parliament. I~ and . 

1393 the great statute of Praemunire imposed forfeiture ofl'!aemunue. 
goods as the penalty for obtaining bulls or other instruments at 
Rome '. The legislation of 1394 is chiefly mercantile, and most Me ........ tile 

h 
.• . ~.. legislation. 

of the ot er statutes contam prOVIsIonS lor lmprovmg or con-
fuming the laws which had' been made in the time of Ed-
ward III for the benefit of tradeS. 

This interposition of a period of eight years of peace between Period of. 
oomprom188. 

two epochs of terrible civil discord is very remarkable. A 
certain amount of good government was indispensable to its 
continuance, and for this Richard appeared to be honestly 
labouring. His efforts were seconded by a somewhat subservien~ 
parliament. In the winter session of 1390 and again in 1391 
'it was declared, on the petition. of the lords and commons, 

J Statutes, ii. 74 sq. j Wals. ii. 195, 196; Mon. Evesh.·p. 131. 
• Statutes, ii. 79 j MoIl. Evesh. p. 133 j Knighton, Co ~738. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. ~9+ 
• Statutes, ii. 8 .... 8$, sq. .• Statutes, ii. 87 sq. 
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I 

DeoIaratiOll that the king's prerogative was unaffected by the le.,<risIation on prelOpo 

ttv", of his reign or those of his progenitors, even of Edward II 
himself; and this article, which is a renunciation of political 
opposition, must have been one condition of the promotion 
of the Arundels 1. The· king showed no vindictiveness: the 
ministers of the time were chosen from among the lI\en who 

lIlxed .om· had been most hostile to the favourites. The composition of the 
position of 
tho .ounoll. council was not one-sided; Arundel, Nottingham; Derby, and 

the Duke of Gloucester himself, were restored to their places 
in it before December 13899; and in March 1390 the king 
agreed to a body of rules for the management of the council
business which show that it must have been the threat of com
pulsion, or the advice.of really dangerous counsellors, that had 

Diftl~tyof prevented him from accepting the commission of 13868. It 
~i~'~ it indeed possible that Richard dissembled; that he forced 
oharactor. himself to associate with men whom he hated, in the hope 

that the time would come for him to destroy them in detail : 
but such a theory is extremely improbable; he was young, 
impulsive, and at no period of his life capable of self-restraint 
in small matters. It is perhaps more conceivable that in his 
earlier difficulties he was, as his opponents said, the scarcely 

1 In 1390 Richard had made fresh provision for the dukea of York and 
Gloucester, which may account for the petitions trom both lords and com
mons, 'que 190 regalie et prerogative de notre dit seigneur Ie roi et de sa 
oorone soient tout dis sauvez et gardez;' Rot. ParI. iii. 278, 279. The 
petition of 1391 is more full, and proceeds from the commons: 'En 
yeast parlement Ie second jour de Decembre, les communea prierent overte
ment en plein parlement que notre seigneur Ie roi soit et estoise auasi 
frank en sa regalie liberte et dignite roiale en son temps, come Mcuna de 
sea nobles pTOgenitours jadys rois l'Engleterre furent en lour temps; nient 
contresteant &Scun estatut ou ordinauce fait devant ces heures a contraire, 
at mesment en temps Ie roi Edward II, qui gist a Gloucestre. Et quesi 
ascun estatllt fuist fait en temps Ie dit roi Edward, en derogation de 180 
liberte et franchise de 180 corone, qu'ils soit annulle et de null force. Et 
puis toutz les prelatz et seigneurs temporels· prierent en mesme Ie manere. 
Et sur ce notre dit seigneur Ie roi .mercia lea ditz seigneurs et communes 
de 180 grant tendresse et affection q'ils avoient a 180 salvation de son honour 
et de son estat. Et a cause que lour ditz prieres et requestes luy semble
rent honestes et resonables, il l' agrea et assents. pleinement a yce\les i' 
Rot. ParI. iii. 286. 

• Privy Council Proceedings, i. 17 • 
• 8 Ibid. l. 18. One olause forbids all gifts 'by the king without the con
sent of the dukes of Lancaster, York, and Gloucester, and the chancellor, 
or twq of them. . 
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voluntary tool of abler men, with whom, although he had 
a boyish affection for "them, he had not as yet any political 
sympathy. It could scarcely have been dissimulation that led 
him to promote Thomas Arundel to the almost impregnable 
position of the primacy, and to trust the earl his brother with 
supreme military command. We may conclude that Richard 
had accepted the determination of the country to be governed 
by the Arundels or by ministers of their principles, and thought 
it best to share his power with them rather than be treated as 
a prisoner or an infant. He lived then as a constitutional =r:kt 
king, and did his best: if he loved pleasure and ease, he had '1. 

to deal with ministers who would meddle little with his self
indulgence provided that it did not interfere with their popu. 
larity. Another reason for tranquillity is found in the fact Pacillo 

too d 
• inlIwm ..... 

t, urlDg great part of the time, John of Gaunt, who had 
reformed his life and was growing wiser with years, was pre-
sent in England: he seems to have exercised great power over 
the dukes of Gloucester and York, the latter of whom was 
a mere idle man of pleasure; the earl of Derby, his son, found 
scope for his energies by engaging in the crnsade of the military 
orders in north-eastern Europe and afterwards made a pilgrim. 
age·to Jerusalem, returning by way of Italy, Bohemia, and 
Germany. The influence of the queen Anne of Bohemia may 
also, as was believed at the time, have led Richard to cultivate 
the arts of peace. His one great enterprise, the expedition to ~=." 
Ireland which occupied a great part of 1394 and 1395, was 
undertaken after her death. 

Yet these years did not pass without considerable difficulties. 
The Lollards were increasing in number and in political courage t"~y~f 
and weight; and the leaders of the church had no easy task in 
combining the confidence of the commons in parliament with 
the repression of heresy. The abortive attempt at legislation ~:~ 
made in 1382 had emboldened the heretics, and the bishops, repreosioD. 

who were engaged in a struggle on one hand with Rome and 
on the other with Avignon, were in no haste to promote 
extreme measw.:es against their religious critics, who generally 
recanted when ecclesiastical pressure was applied; Pastoral 
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The Lollards. exhortations and inhibitions were freely issued; Richard in 
March 1388, whilst the commission of government was in full 
power!, had ordered heretical books to be collected and brought 
before the council 2 ; a great inquiry made by the archbishop 
at Leicester in 1389 ended .in the absolution of the guilty 
Lollards 3. In the meanwhile the doctrinal views of the party 
spread; they counted among their friends some influential 

Bill of the 
LoUards 
delivered in 
parliament. 

knights, and some courtiers in whose eyes the political powe:r 
of the bishops was their greatest sin. To the assistance of 
these men we must ascribe the fact that in the parliament 
held by the duke of York, during Richard's absence in Irelan~ 
was presented a bill of twelve articles containing the conclu:
sions of the Lollards against the church of England 4. These 
articles are based upon or clothed in the language of Wycliffe, 
and enlarge upon the decay of charity, the invalidity of holy 
orders without personal grace, the celibacy of the clergy, the 
idolatry of the mass, the use of exorcisms and benedictions of 
salt, bread, clothes, and the like, the secular employments of 
clergymen, the multiplication of chantries in which prayer is 
made for particular dead people, pilgrimages and image worship, 
auricular confession, war and capital punishments, vows of 
chastity, and unnecessary trades. Notwithstanding the curious 
confusion of ideas which pervades this manifesto, the move
ment appeared so important that the king on his return en
forced an oath of abjuration on the. suspected favourers of 

1 See Wllkins, Cone. iii. 191. 
• On the death of Urban VI the earl of Northumberland advised the 

king not to obey any new pope untll he had confelTed with the lords and 
people on the subject; and the king through Sir Lewis Clifford and the 
Privy Seal agreed to abstain from aJ.l correspondence with Rome for the 
time; Privy Council Proceedings, i. 14; cf. Rymer, vii. 686. Possibly 
there was an idea of closing the schism; but it must be remembered 
that Wycliffe was as bitter against the antipope as the most rigid of 
the papal party were. The bishops are very severely handled by the 
cltroniclers for not defending their flocks against the wolves; only bishop 
Ie Despenser of Norwieh threatened persecution; Wals. ii. 189. The 
design of closing the schism was revived by Charles VI in 1395; Knighton, 
e.2763· 

2 Wilkins, Cone. iii. 208 sq. 
4 Wilkins, Oone. iii .. 221 sq.; Ann. Rieardi, pp. 174 sq.; Fase. Ziz. 

pp. 360-369. 
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heresy. But the religious quarrel was soon lost sight of in 
the renewed "political troubles I, 

268. These were due to a change in Richard's behaviour,'Change in 

which, whether it were a change of policy or a change of :~~. 
character, seems to have begun to show itself early in "1394. 
The earl of Arundel had quarrelled with the duke of Lancaster. Quanel ~f 

On the and of March, 1390, Richard had made his uncle duke ~u:'!":"'l 
of Aquitaine for life, reserving only his liege homage to himself of Arundel 

as king of France, and thus alienating the duchy from the 
English crown for the time". The duke moreover is said to 
have demanded in the parliament of 1394 that his son should 
be recognised as heir to the crown, as representing Edmund of 
Lancaster, who was falsely stated to be the elder brother of 
Edward I '. Both these matters served to revive the national 
dislike to John of Gaunt, of which Arundel willingly became 
the Bpokesman~ And there were private grudges besides. The 
duke had in 1393 beeu engaged in putting down a revolt in 
Cheshil'8, at which he suspected that the earl was conniving; 
and with this he taxed Arundel in parliament.'., Arundel, on 
the other hand, complained in parliament that the king allowed 
too much power and showed too much favour to . the duke of 
Lancaster', condescending even to wear the collar and livery 
of his uncle: he objected strongly to the bestowal of Aquitaine 
on the duke and to the continuance of the truce with France. 
Richard replied forcibly in defence of his uncle; and Arundel 
had to beg pardon, which was granted by charter. The affair Riohard 

seemed to have ended here; but on the occasion of the queen's =':ieL 
funeral Richard, conceiving that the procession had been kept 
waiting by Arundel, lost his temper and struck him with so 
much violence as to draw blood, and so, in ecclesiastical lan-
guage, polluted the church of Westminster 8. This was a bad O$'~ in 

omen, for there was an old prophecy that the divine ven-:bbo~ 
geance for the death of S. Thomas of Canterbury would be 

I Wilkins, Cone. iii. us; WaIs. ii. 216; Ann. Ricardi, pp. 173, 183. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 263; Rymer, vii. 659. • Eulog. iii. 369. 
• Ann. Ricardi, pp. 162, 166; Wale. ii. 21+ I Rot. ParI. iii. 313. 
I Ann. Ricardi, p. 169; WaIs. ii. 215. Al-undel was sent to the Tower 

August; 3; Rymer, vii. 78,.; but liberated on the loth; ibid. 785. 
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deferred only until WestminBter Abbey was polluted with human 
blood. But the quarrel went no further at the time; the earl 
~did not, in spite of the outrage and a week's imprisonment in 
the Tower, cease from attendance at the council; and the 
promotion of his brother to the see of Canterbury must be 
regarded as a sign that the breach was healed. 'The death 
of the queen had removed one good influence about Richard; 
the same year the dukes of Lancaster and York lost their 
wives, who were sisters, and the ~ountess of Derby, who was 
also sister-in-law to Gloucester, died. The domestic relations 
of the .royal house were largely modified by this; John of 
Gaunt now married' Catherine Swinford, the mother of his 
children, and obt'ained for them recognition as members of the 
royal family. Richard in 1396 married a second wife, a 
daughter of Charles VI; and, although the new queen was 
a child, the influx of French manners introduced by her at
tendants, and the increase of pomp and extravagance at court 
which ensued, tended to augment the dangerous symptoms 1. 

F~om the'very moment of the marriage'Richard's policy as 
well as his character seems to have changed: whether it was 
that the sight of continental royalty, even in so deplorable 
a state as that into which it had fallen under Charles VI, 
wrought in him, as in James V of Scotland, an irresistible 
craving for absolute power, or that his mind,already unsettled, 
was losing its balance altogether. He was led to believe that 
he was about to be chosen emperor in the place of his drunken 
brother-in-law Wenzel B. He began to borrow money, as 
Edward II had done, from -every person or ,community that 
had money to lend, and to raise it in every other exceptional 
and unconstitutional way. He filled the court, it w~s said, with 

1 300,000 marks were spent on the visit to France; Ann • .Ricardi, 
p. 194; Wal •. ii. 222. 

• Ann. Ricardi, p. 199: 'Unum certe scitur quod ab ilio tempore cepit 
tyrannizare, populum. aporiare, grande. summas pecuniae mutuari," &c. 
As early as 1393 Richard had begun to borrow; in that year the Lon
doners refused to lend him a thousand pounds, and a long quarrel followed, 
in which Gloucester supplanted the king in their favour; Wals. ii. 207-
2n; Knighton, c. 2745; Eulog. iii. 368; Political Poems, i. 383 sq. His 
loans in 1397 were very great l Wals. ii. 223, 2~3. , 
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bishops and ladies, two very certain signs of French influence, Extrav .... 

neither being probably of the best sort. The. cry of the ex-:nu:. at 

ccssive influence of John of Gaunt was revived, and involved 
the king in his uncle's unpop11larity; John of Gaunt had nego-
tiated the French marriage, which was in itself unpopular; 
he had obtained the cession of Aquitaine as a principality 
for himself, to the disinheritance of the crown of England.. 
In the Beauforts too, the duke's newly legitimised family, 
Gloucester saw another obstacle between bimself and the crown 
which he coyeted, and he began, or was believed to have begun, . 
to renew the schemes which he had suspended Bince 1389-

The year 1397 began with omens unfavourable to peace. Parliament 

Tbe parliament, which met on the und of January and sat ~!~~uary, 
until the 12th of February t, showed itself sufficiently obse-
quious. It accepted the legitimation of the Beauforts, which 
Ricbard declared himself to have enacted as 'entier emperour 
de son roialme;' and granted to the king tunnage and pound-
age for.three years, and the custom on wool for five years to 
come. But a bill was laid before the. commons, accepted by Bill of . 

them and exhibited to the lords, which cOlltained a bold attack oompl&in-. 

on the administration, and, in fact, on the king himself. In 
this four points were noted 8; the sberiffs and escheators were 
not, as the law directed, persons of sufficient means, and were 
continued in office for more tban a year; the marches of Scot-
land were insufficiently defended; the abuses of livery and 
maintenance were very prevalent; . last and worst was the con-
ditio~ of the royal household: a m'ultitude of bishops possessing 
lordships were maintained by the king with their retinues, and 
a great number of ladies and their attendants lived in the 
king's lodgings and at his cost. Richard beard of this, and on Riehw'. 

the 2nd of February sent for the lords B; the question of the =.10 
sherift'she said might be argued; his opinion was that he was 

1 Lo~' Report, i, 496 ; Rot. ParI. iii. 337. The Convocation of Canter. 
bury met Feb. 19, that of York Feb. a6,and granted Ito half·tenth; Wake, 
P·334· .. 

I Rot. ParI. iii. 340. The sums paid to the bishops and others for thell" 
attendanoe at court were an important item in the accounte of Edward III; 
Bee Household Ordinances, p. 9· 

• Rot. Pari. iii. 338, 339 j 407. 408-
L 12 
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more likely to be wisely, boldly and honestly served by men 
who had more time to learn their duties, and who felt in their 
h~ld of office strong enough to defy mere local influences. The 
defence of the marches must be· considered. The question of 
livery he did not discuss; but the fourth article was most 
offensive: he was king of. England by lineal right of inherit
ance and determined to maintain the rights and liberties of 
his crown; he was grieved that the commons who were his 
lieges should 'misprise and take on themselves any ordinance 

. or governance of the person of the king or his hostel or of any 
persons of estate whom he might be pleased to have in his 

Ho dom8llda company: By his direction 1 the lords were to inform the 
·tho namo of • 
tho proposer. commons of the offence that they had gIven, and the duke of 

Lancaster was charged to obtain from the Speaker the name 
of the member who had brought forward the last article. The 
commons, through their Speaker Sir John Bussy, gave up the 
name of Sir Thomas Haxey·, a prebendary of Southwell and 
an agent of the earl of Nottingham: his bill was laid before 
the king, and was found to contain a prayer that the bishops 
might dwell on their estates and not at court, both for the 
relief of the king and for the 'help and salvation of their sub
jects;' and that consideration might be given to the fact that 
the pope during the preceding year had exacted from the clergy 
of the province of Canterbury & tax of fourpence in, the pound s, 

1 Compare the action of Edward I in the case of Keighley i above, 
p. ISS. 

• There is a full account of Huey in Raine's Fabric Rolls of York 
Minster, pp. 303-306. He W8I) no doubt a clergyman, canon of Lichfield, 
Lincoln, Howden, Southwell, and afterwardo of York, Ripon, and Salia
bury, but, as his name does not appear in any return of the elections to 
this parliament. it must be supposed that he was a procwr of the clergy in 
attendance under the praemunientes clause, and therefore. according to 
the rehearsal of convocation in 1547,' adjoined and associate with the 
lower House of Parliament;' Burnet, Rist. Ref. ii. 47. App. p. II7· Sir 
Thomas Haxeyand Sir William Bagot were appointed attorneys or proxies 
for the earl of Nottingham for a year, Oct. 3. 1396 j Rymer, vii. S4f j cf. 
Christian's Blackstone, i. 173. n. 37. But as Nottingham was hunself 
present in the parliament. Huey could not have been acting ashis.proXYj 
Rot. ParI. iii. 343. He was also in 141S Treasurer of York, and his tomb 
is still in the minster. 

S This grant is ascribed to the inHuence of archbishop Courtenay, who 
died July 31, 1396. See Ann. Ricardi, p. u6 i Wals. ii. 31S. 
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contrarY to the prerogative of the crown and the rights of the 
clergy and commons 1• The commons in the humblest mannerA~logy 
entreated the king to excuse them for their part in the matter: ::O:::ono. 
they had no wish to offend the king i the cognisance of such 
matters as the number of lords and ladies at court they knew 
appertained not to them but to the king himself and his ordi-
nance. The lords declared that anyone who stirred up the 
commons to demand such a reform ought to be treated as a ' 
traitor'. Richard accepted the apology, but Rney was ad-
judged in parliament to die as a traitor. Archbishop Arundel Haxey, the 

88ved hin1 by claiming him as a clergyman, and he was shortlyt,.~~of 
after pardoned. pardoned. 

This occurrence contributed no doubt to increase the king's Withdrawal 

excitement, and when the earls of Arundel and Gloucester with- ~~'""J:f 
drew, as they shortly did, from the court, after a personal alter- from oourt; 

cation with him, in which his uncle reproached him for his 
indolence·, he determined to forestall any designs which they 
might have against him. The old Gloucester party of oppo-
sition was broken up already: the earl of Derby was at court, 
obedient to his father and on good terms with his cousin; Not-
tingham was governor of Calais and in favour; he had more-
over quarreled with Warwick about his Welsh estates'. But 
Gloucester, Arundel and Warwick, were supposed to be acting 
together. And Richard was informed by Nottingham that at 
Arundel they had formed a formidable conspiracy against him. 
He determined to anticipate them, and invited them to a royal 
banquet on the 8th of July D. Gloucester made the excuse of 

I Haxey's bill is given in full in Richard's pardon, which was granted 
on the ~7th of May; Rot. ParL iii. 407, 408. . 

• • Per dominos dieti parliamenti per assensum nostrum adjudicatum 
mit et declaratum quod si aliquia, cujUICUnque status sen conditiouia fuerit, 
moverit vel excitaverit communes 'parliamenti aut aliquam aliam perso
nam, ad faciendum remedium sive reformationem alicujus rei quae tangit 
nootram personam, vel nostrum regimen aut regalitatem n08tram, tene
retur et teneatur pro proditore ;' Rot. Pat. ~o Rich. II; Rot. ParL iii. 408• 

• Mon. Evesh. p. J 29: Chron. de la Tr&hiaon, p.' 4. The surrender of 
Brest to the Duke of Brittany, and of Cherbonrg to the king of N avarr!, 
with the return of the garrisons, caused the reproach; see Privy Counell 
Proceedings, i. 93. 

• Lands in Gower: this is one of the many minute coincidences of the 
fall of Richard II with that of Edward II. See above, p. 36~. 

• Ann. Ricardi, ad. Riley, p. ~OJ; Mon. Evesh. p. 139. 
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ill-health, Arundei sent no excuse at all; only Warwick at
tended" and he was arrested. The order for the arrest was 
given by the advice of the earls of Rutland, Kent, Huntingdon, 
Nottingham, Somerset, and Salisbury, Thomas Ie Despenser and 
the under-chamberlain, William Ie Scrope: this was declared by 
Richard in giving notice of the arrest,' July 15, to the sheriffs 1. 

Whether the absence of Gloucester and Arundel saved them 
.. from arrest, or so alarmed the king that he hastily determined 

to- arrest Warwick, is uncertain: Richard's violence however 
really justified their caution. A few hours afterwards, Arundel 
having, as his brother declared, obta.il:!ed from Richard a pro-
mise that he should suffer no bodily harm, surrendered, and 
the same night 2 the king, with his half-brother the earl of 
Huntingdon, the earl of Kent his nephew, Rutland his cousin, 
and Nottingham, went down to Pleshy and seized the duke 
of Gloucester, who was forthwith sent in custody to Calais. 
Having done this, Richard prepared to meet his parliament, the 
writs for which wereissued ol! the 18th of July s. At a gather
ing of his partisans at Nottingham it was arranged on the 5th 
of August' that the prisoners should be appealed of treason, for 
the acts done in 1387 and 1388, by the eight lords on whose 
advice Richard had acted in ordering the arrest. Of these N ot
tingham, himself one of the former appellants, was the chief; 
the earls of Rutland and Somerset were sons of the dukes of 
York and Lancaster, the earls of Kent aod Huntingdon were 
nephew and brother of the king; the earl of Salisbury, the lord 
Ie Despenser and Sir William Ie Scrope were the ~ost trusted 
of his personal friends 6. For fear of a popular rising, an army 

Parli"",ent, was levied in Cheshire and other royalist counties. The par-
I!ePt,17,1397'li t h' hId d h ki' eli • d . amen, w lC was e ecte un er t e ng II un sgUlSe In-

fluence, met at Westminster on ,the 17th of September. 
The king's proceedings in this parliament 8 show that, how

l Rymer, viii. '1 ; cf. Ann. Ricardi, p. 206. 
• Ann. Rica.rdi, pp. 202, 203; Chronique de la Tr&hison, pp.6-\1; where 

however dates are hopelessly confused. 
• Lords' Report, iv. 758, 759. . 
• Ann. Rica.rdi, p. 207; Rot. ParI. iii. 374. • Ann. Ricardi, p, 207. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 347 sq.; Ann. Ricardi, p. 208; Cbron. de la Trahison, 

pp. 9 sq. j ebron. Ad. Uak (ed. Thompson), pp. 9 sq. 
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ever we may be inclined to account for the temerity of his E1abo",te 

design by mental excitement or passion, everi step of the great ~ODB 
constitutional change which he contemplated was carefully Bi . 

taken, with cautious reference to precedent and respect to the 
formal rights of the .estates.. The king's agents in the house 
of commons were Sir John Bussy the speaker, SiX Henry Green, 
and Sir William Bagot 1. The chancellor declared in his open- Propoea\ 

ing speech that the cause of summons was to establish the king == 
in his rights and to consult on the revocation of all measures' by tfelh.:n~. 
which those rights were diminished. On the second day the rights. 

speaker on behalf of the commons prayed that the estate of the 
clergy might appoint a proctor to act in their stead in the trials 
for treason, that the proceedings might not hereafter be annulled, 
as had occurred sometimes, by reason of their absence or absten-
tion I. This. was done; Sir Thomas Percy was chosen, and on Sir Thomail 

th~ third day the business began.' After obtaining from the ~:':::f'::!· . 
prelates an admission that statutes. and charters issued on com- tho clorg,y. 

pulsion might be revoked a, the king, with the assent of the lords RopoaI of 

spiritual and temporal and the proctors of the clergy, and at the ~~ 
request of the commons, repealed the statute or commission of~~~ta of 

1386 ~d the pardons issued in 1388 and 1394 to Gloucester, 
Arundel, and Warwick '. They therefore were now re~ponsible 
for all their early offences. On the 20th the commons im- Impeac/1-

• mentoftbe 
peached the archblShop of Canterbury I, and on the 25th he was archbishop. 

I Ann. Ricardi, p. 20; Pol. Poems, i. 363-366, 367. The two parIi&
menta of 1397 contain 47 names in common. 

• Rot. Pari. iii. 348: 'Lee prelatz et Ie clergie ferroient un procuratour. 
avec poair sufficeant pur consenter en lour noun as toutz choses et oroe
Dances .. justifiera en cm present parlement .•• ' The nomination was 
made by the lords spiritual, and declared by the two archbishops in the 
name of the prelates and clergy of the two provinces' jure eccleaiarum 
noatrarum et temporalium earundem habentes jus interessendi in aingulis 
parliamentis domini noatri regis,' &co The king refused to allow the words 
'salvia eccleaiae Banctae privilegiis -et libertatibuB quibuscunque;' A~ 
Ric. p. 213. The continuator of the Eul~gium complains tha~ ~~e I!arlia; 
ment acted 'non secundum legem Angliae sed secundum mvilia lura; 

iii. l~bishoP Arundel alone denied this; Ann. Ricardi, p. 2Il. 

f Rot. Pari. iii. 350; Eulog. iii. 376. . 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 351. The archbishop was warned by the king through 

the bishop of Carlisle not to appear again! Mon. J!:vesh. p. 134. See also 
Ann. Ric. p. 213; Ad. Usk, pp. 10, II. 
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sentenced to banishment. On the 21st the appellants laid their 
accusation in due form before the lords; the earl of Arundel 
was aeeused first; he answered the charges with more passion 
than discretion, giving the lie to the duke of Lancaster and the 
earl of Derby, insisting on the validity of his pardon, and de
claring that the house of commons was packed: 'the faithful 
,commons of the realm are not here 1.' Richard reminded him 
how himself and the queen had interceded in vain for Burley; 
John of Gaunt, as high steward, declared the verdict and the 
barbarous sentence, which the king commuted for simple be
heading, and the sentence was executed the same day. Gloucester 
was next attacked, but he was not forthcoming. On the 24th 
it was declared that Gloucester was dead at Calais. Before his 
dea~h he had confessed his treason, and death did not save him 
from the sentence '. On the 2 8th Warwick was tried. Unlike 
Arundel, he confessed his crime, and named Gloucester as the 
chief leader of the conspiracy. He was condemned to perpetual 
imprisonment 8. These were the chief victims; orders were 
given for the arrest of the lord Cobham and siT Thomas Mor-

Deflnitioa of timer. The parliament moreover defined the four articles of _Do treason to be, to compass and purpose the king's death or his 
deposition, to surrender the liege homage due to him, and to 
levy war against him '. The usual precautions were taken to 
secure that the sentences should not be revoked, and decla
rations of innocence were made in favour of the other members 
of the commission of 1386, and of the earls of Nottingham and 
Derby the remaining two of the appellants. 

It is impossible not to pity the fate of Armidel and Glou
cester, condemned practically without a hearing for offences 
committed ten years before; but they had shed the first blood, 

I Mon. Evesh. pp. 136-138; Rot. ParI. iii. 377; Ann. Ricardi, PP·214. 
315; Eulog. iii. 375; Ad. Uak, pp. 12. 13. 

• Rot. Pari. iii. 378 ; Rymer, viii. 16. The blame of Gloucester's death 
or murder was laid on the king. It is not clear that he was murdered; 
if he was, the guilt must be shared between Richard and the earl of 
Nottingham. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 379; .Ann. Ricardi, pp. 319, uo; Mon. Evesh. 
P·I4°. 

• Rot. Pari. iii. 351 ; Mon. Evesh. p. 143. 
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and they reaped as they had sown. On the 29th of September Reward of 

the lords who had lent themselves to Richard's design received ::::'~ 
as their reward a step in the ranks of peerage. The· earl of =:3f 

Derby was made duke of Hereford, the earl of Rutland duke ot earls. 

Anmile, the two Hollands dukes of Surrey and Exeter, the earl 
of Nottingham duke of Norfolk, the earl of Somerset marquess 
of Dorset, Ie Despenser earl of Gloucester, Neville earl of West
moreland, Sir Thomas Percy earl of Worcester, and Sir William 
Ie Scrope earl of Wiltshire 1. The same day the parliament was Oaths taken to ._ 

adjourned to Shrewsbury, for the 28th of Jauuary; and on theth::: 
30th, after a solemn oath taken in the name of the three estates pt":l:ment. 

before the shrine of S. Edward, for the maintenance of the acts 
of the session, the members departed. The oath bound them to 
BUBtain in every way the statutes, establishments, ordinances, 
and judgments made in the present parliament, not to contra-
vene any of them, and not to repeal, reverse, annul them, or 
suffer them to be so repealed, 'a vivre et marer; sauvant au 
roy sa regalie et liberte et Ie droit de sa corone;' this oath was 
in future to be taken before the lords had livery of their lands, 
and to be enforced with excommunication I. In the interval 
between the two sessions the pope was requested to confirm the 
acta of the parliament and to relieve the king from the claims 
of archbishop Arundel. Boniface IX showed himself as ob
sequious as Urban VI had been,and followed his example. 
Arundel was translated to S. Andrew's as Neville had been in Translation 

• Ro W'-'d . d' of arch-1388, and the king's treasurer, ger III en, was appomte m bishop 

his ,- - 8 ArundeL 
p""'e. 

The parliament of Shrewsbury met on the 28th of January, ~rJl::'=-t 
J 398, and, although it sat only three days', it made Richard to bury, Jan. 

28, 13gB. 

I Rot. Part iii. 355. • Ibid. 353, 355; Eulog. ill. 377· 
• Walden's bull of provision and every monument of bia primacy were 

destroyed by Arandel after bia restoration to the see of Canterbury; he 
mast, however, have been appointed by the pope before the end of the 
year; he received bia temporalities on the 31St of J annary. and his pall 
on the 17th of February from William of Wykehem; S88 Rymer, viii. 31; 
Lowtb's Wykeham, p. 368. He held a convocation March 3,1398, which 
granted a tenth and .. half-tenth; that of York having on Octcber 10 

granted .. half-tenth; Wake, pp. 336, 337. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 356 sq. 
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'all intents and purposes an absolute monarch. The whole of the 
acts of the parliament of February, 1388, were, at thejoint prayer 
of the new appellants and the commons, declared null, and the 
persons prejudiced by those acts were restored to all their 
rights; as a meet pendant to this the old statutes against the 
Despensers were repealed, and the new earl of Gloucester 
entered on his short-lived honours. The duke of Hereford 
received a new pardon; even Alice' Ferrers on her own 
petition had a promise of redress; and. finally, a general 
amnesty was issued. On the 31st the commons, by the assent 
of the lords spiritual and temporal, granted to the king a tenth 
and a fifteenth and half a tenth and fifteenth for the coming year 
and a half; but what was far more than this, and more than h&d 
ever been granted to any English, king, the subsidy on wool, 
woolfells, and leather was granted for the term of the king's 
life 1. 

The last act of this suicidal parliament was to delegate their 
authority to eighteen members chosen from the whole body: 
ten lords temporal, of whom six were to be a quorum, two earls 
as p'roctors for the clergy, and six' members of the house of 
Commons, three or four to be a quorum. This committee was 
empowered to examine, answer, lionel plainly determine not only 
all the petitions before the parliament and the matters contained 
in the same, but all other matters moved in the presence of the 
king, and 'all the dependences of those not determined,' as they 
should think best, by their good advice and discretion in this 
behalf, by authority of the said parliament I. For the former 
part of their commission, the determination of petitions already 

I Rot. Pa.rl. iii. 368. The grant on the wool is at the former rate with 
an addition of half a ma.rk from aliens. 

• • De e'xaminer, respondre et pleinement ~erminer si bien toutz lea ditz 
petitions et les'matiera comprisez en ycelles, come toutea autres matiers et 
chosea moeves en presence du roy, et toutea les dependences d'icelles nient 
determinez, solonc ceo que meub: lour semblera pa.r lour bon advys ,et dis
cretion en celle partie, pa.r auctorite du pa.rlement;' Rot. Pa.rl. iii. 36,8; 
of. pp. 360, 369. On the statute roll, where the commission is quoted, the 
words are • de examiner respoundre et pleinement terminer touts les ditz 
peticions et lea matiers contennz en ycelles come leur meulx semblera,' 
&c.; Statutes, ii. 107. Richa.rd was accused of falsifying the record: 
• Rex fecit rotuloB pa.rliamenti pro voto suo muta.ri et deleri, oontra effec
tum oonceasionis praedictae;" Rot. Pa.rl. iii. 418; Ann. Ricardi, p. 23 a. 
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before the parliament, there was a precedent in the events ofPreoedent 
1388 1, when on the petition of the commons a body of 10rds!::~ 
had been assigned to dispatch such business after the close of 
parliament. For the latter and larger function, there was no 
precedent in English history unless the parliamentary constitu-
tion of 1258 be regarded as such; and the nearest parallel in 
foreign states was the appointment in Scotland of Lords of 
Articles, who were commissioned to hold parliament for the 
three estates, a practice which had been in use since the year 
1367. The committee, whatever may have been the secret of Composition 

its 'origin, consisted of the dukes of Lancaster. York, AumAle, ::!~ttee. 
Surrey, and Exeter, the marquess of Dorset, the earls of March, 
Salisbury, Northumberland, and Gloucester for the lords, the 
earls of Worcester and Wiltshire for the clergy, and John BusBy, 
Henry Green, John Russell, Richard Chelmswyk, Robert Tere, 
and John Golafre for the commons. All these were men whom 
the king believed to ·be devoted to his interests, and whom he 
had spared no pains to attach to himself. He held therefore his 
parliament in his own hand; he had obtained a revenue for Complete-

1:" h h d ured fr th I'· . fn .... of tb. we; e a proc om e estates a so emn recogmtion 0 king'B vio-

the undiminished and indefeasible power of his prerogative, and tory. 
from the pope a confirmation of the acts of the parliament. He 

The utent of the concession is descn"bed by Gower :-
Perprina obtentom semper aibi parliamentum, 
Per loea conaervat, in quo mala quaeque reservat j 
Est ubi persona regis residente corona 
Corpus praeaenti, stat ibi via parliameuti j 
Sic ubicumque sedat praesentis regia laedet, 
Quod nullna scivit sceleria quae facta aubivit j' 

and more intelligibly in p1'08e, , Nota qualiter rex subtili fraude concessom 
aibi obtinuit quod ubicomqne sedere vellat cum certis personis aibi assig
natU perprius inceptum continuare posset parliamentom t Vox Clamanti.9, 
p. 410: cf. Enlog. iii. 371, 378• 

1 A precedent had been oet in 1388 for the treatment of ~itions which 
remained unanswered at the close of parliament, by a CODlllllttee asaigned : 
, A notre seigneur Ie roi et son sage conseil supplient tons lea seigneurs at 
communes de Bon roisume d'Engleterre, qu'il soit ordeigne en ceat present 
parlement, que toutes lea billes especislea qui sont ou aeront don ... en cest 
parlement, qui ne parront estre endosaez ou responduz devant Ie departir 
dn parlement pour briaftee dn temps, aoient endose at reBponduz bien 
tonst ~ apres par oerteina seigneurs a ce assignez, at yce fait soit tenuz Hi 
forcible at ai valable et de' mesme l' effeit come autres billea en parlement 
at come cy faite en pleyn parlement et ensi 80it fait en touz autres parle
mens en temps a venir j' Rot. ParL iii. 356. . . 
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had punished his enemies, and in the deposition of the archbishop 
had shown that there was no one strong enough to claim immu
nity from his supreme authority and influence. All this had 
been done apparently with the unanimous consent and ostensibly 
at the petition of the parliament, and it had been done, as com-
pared with the work of the appellants, at very slight cost of 
blood. Whether the result was obtained by long waiting for 
an opportunity, by labour, and self-restraint and patience, com
bined with unscrupulous craft and unflinching promptitude of 
action, or whether it was, like the cunning of a madman, 
a violent and reckless attempt to surprise the unwary nation, 
conceived by an excited brain and executed Without regard to 
the certainty of a reaction and retribution, it is hard to say. 
Neither documentary record, nor the evidence of writers, who 
both at the time and since the time have treated the whole 
series of phenomena with· no pretence of impartiality, enables us 
to form a satisfactory conclusion. Richard fared ill at the 
hands of the historians who wrote under the influence of the 
house of Lancaster, and he left no posterity that could desire 
to rehabilitate him. His personal character is throughout 
the reign a problem; in the earlier years because it is almost 
impossible to detect his independent action, and in the later 
ones because of its surprising inconsisteucies; and hoth earlier 
and later becaulle where we can read it it seems so hard to re
concile with the recorded impression of his own contemporaries. 
Such as he was, however, he made himself absolute. 

Signifl",,!,~ Richard's grand stroke of policy, viewed apart from the ques
of tho CI'lSI" tion of punishing Gloucester and Arundel, has a remarkable 

significance. It was a resolute attempt not to evade but to 
destroy the limitations which for nearly two centuries the 
nation, first through the baronage alone and latterly through 
the united parliament, had been labouring to impose upon the 
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. king. Like Henry III and Edward 1, believing in the rules of 
casuistry which the age accepted, he refused to regard himself 
as bound by promises which he had given on compulsion; but 
he went much further, and stated in its broadest form, and 
~btained the consent of the nation to the statement, that his 
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-royal power was supreme. He condescended to no petty ille
galities, but struck at once at the root of constitutional govern-
ment. ADd notwithstanding the comparative moderation of his Richard'. 

rule during the eight years of civil peace, it is clear that he ~!:."'" 
maintained in theory as well as in practice the principle on aulohority. 

which he afterwards acted.. No king urged so strongly the 
right of hereditary succession; no king maintained so openly 
the extreme theory of prerogative 1. The countless references 
to the • regalie,' in the parliamentary records of the reign, prove 
that Richard was educated in, and determined to realise, the 
highest doctrine of prerogative. He challenged the determina-
tion of his people in the most open way. Strangely enough, 
the challenge was accepted and the issue decided by men who 
worked out the result almost unconsciously. The boldness of 
Richard's assumptions was equalled by the obsequiousness of the 
parliament. 

Only one little cloud was on the borizon,-the quarrel be- Q1I&IT8l 

tween Hereford and Norfolk, the two chief survivors of thet'=.:tthe 
appellants, the representatives of the two great names, Bohun ~re~:rOlkj 
and Bigod, which had always been found hitherto on the SBme side 
in the struggles of the constitution. Both had deserted the 
cause which they had so ardently maintained, and possibly 
a common consciousness of wrong-doing may have inspired 
them with mutual distrust. As they were riding between 
Brentford and London, in December 1397, words passed 'be-
tween them which were reported to the king. Hereford, by the 
king's order, laid the statement before the parliament. He told 
his story at full length : the duke of Norfolk had said that the 
king intended to destroy both Henry and his father; Hereford 
alleged the pardon which had just before been granted; Norfolk 
replied that the king was not to be believed on his oath. This 
was done on the 30th of January, 13981; and after the par-

1 On the history of his deposition there is .. remarkable poem, • Richard 
the Redeless,' written moat probably by Langland, the author of the Vision 
of Piers Plowman, in Political Poems, i. 368-'P7; and, ed.l:!keat. 1886, 
pp. 603-628. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 382. cr. Mon. Evesh. p. 145; Chrooique de la Trahi-
800, pp. Ia sq.; Eulog. iii. 379. . 
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liamen~ at .shrewsbury the two dukes met in Richard's presencE 
at Oswestry, on the 23rd of February. There Norfolk 'gavE 
Hereford the lie: the quarrel was then referred by the committee 
of parliament, which _ met on the 19th of March at Bristol 1, to 
a court of chivalry at Windsor, which determined on the 28th 
of April that it should be decided by combat at Coventry on the 

Banishm.nt 16th of September. This deCision Richard forbade, and think
of the two 
duk... ing it perhaps a favourable opportunity for ridding himself of 

both, compelled them to swear to absent themselves from Eng
land-Hereford for ten years and -Norfolk for life. They 
obeyed the award, which was confirmed by the committee of 

Death of parliament, and Norfolk died a few months after. _ In Janua-, 
John of 'J 

Gaunt. 1399, John of Gaunt died, and, although the duke of Hereford 
had had special leave to appoint a proxy to receive his inherit
ance, Richard, still acting with the committee of parliament, on 
the 18th of March S annulled the letters patent by which that 

Richard leave was given, took possession of the Lancaster estates, and 
:!n~ his thus threw into open enmity the man who but for the existence 
eet&1Al8. of the earl of March would have been his presumptive heir. 
Negotiation Hereford, seeing himself thus treated, conceived himself freed 
~~ and from his oath, and, although he had bound himself by another 
H ..... ford. oath to hold no communication with the exiled archbishop 

Arundel!, at once opened negotiations with him. Arundel was 
no more inclined than the duke to content himself with his 
humiliation. He had visited the pope-at Florence, and obtained 
from him a confession that he had never in his life repented 
so bitterly for anything as for his deposition of the archbishop 4; 

1 Rot. Parl.lli. 383. The story is very differently given in the Chronique 
de Ia Trahison, in which everything is "",de to turn on the history of Brest, 
Cherbonrg, and Calais. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 372. See Rymer, viii. 49, 51. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 383. -
• • Littera Thomae Arundel archiepiscopi missa ad conventum Cantuari· 

ensem et subscripta manu propria, ex Para.diso terrestri ,prope Florentiam 
quando erat in exillo: Cum in Romanam curiam pervenissem favorem 
reperi penes dominum nostrum summum pontificem sacrumque collegium 
cardinalium quantum nunquam cogitare potui vel speravi. Siquidem vero 
inter alia verbum apostolicum erat, se nullius rei quam post assumptionem 
SUam fecerat tantam poenitentiam concepisse, quantam ex dispositione 
quam de me fecerat sapiebat j de rebus enim meis ut spero longe meline 
quam oredatur a malevolia disponetnr j' MS. Reg. Eccl. Cantuar. 
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he had found that at the papal court no obstacle to his restoration 
would be raised, and, calculating securely on an opportunity 
which Richard Booner or later was certain to give, he waited his 
time. The opportunity was given when Henry,. the heir of Richard 

Lancaster, was disinherited; and, when Richard left England f:"m!"d. 
to pay a long visit to Ireland, the time was come. 

Richard went to Ireland at the end of May, 13991, leaving Landing of 
his nncle Edmund duke of York as regent. Henry landed in ~~r. 
Yorkshire on the 4th of July, and the external features of the 
revolution of 1326 at once repeated themselves. Again theBu~o~ 

. h d t L . h . d tho mv ... on. cause 18 t e wrong o~e 0 ancaster, agam t e mva er 
marches westward, and as his prospect of success increase!\ 
his pretensions expand; 'again the northern lords, now espe-
cially the Percies and the N evilles, throw in their lot with 
him; again the king is wanting at the crisis, and when he is' 
found has lost all nerve and power to meet it I; and again 
Bristol is the point aimed at by the invaders, and its capture 
marked by the shedding of ~oble blood. On the 27th of July 
the regent himself joined Henry s. Archbishop Arundel re- Retum of 
turned and began forthwith to act as chancellor. .Bristol was Arundel 

taken, and on the 29th of July the earl of Wiltshire, with 
Bussyand Green, underwent the fate of Hugh Ie Despenser. 
Meanwhile Richard had landed in Wales. He saw at once Richard 

• lande and 
that. all was over, and made no attempt to· stem the tlde of BubmitA!. 
desertion and ingratitude. Mter a conference held at Conway 
with the earl of ,Northumberland and archbishop Arundel, in 
which he otrered to resign the crown ", he joined the auke of 

1 May ~9; ebron. de 10. Trahison, p. ~8. 
• Ann. Ricardi, p. ~46. Bishop Ie Despenser of Norwich, Sir William 

;Elmham, Walter Boterley, Laurence Drew, and John Golafr .. alone re
sisted. See Appendix E to the Cbronique de 10. Trahison, p. ~9~; Mon. 
;Evesh. p. 153. 

I At Berkeley; Mon. Evesh. p. 15~. 
• On the 17th the king was visited by archbishop Arundel at Conway, 

and on the 19th he met the duke of Lancaster at Flint; ebron. de 180 
Trahison, pp. 46 sq.; Ann. Ricardi, p. 249; Mon. Evesh. pp. ISO sq. ; 
Eulog. iii. 382. Adam ofUsk places the meeting lot Conway on the 14th; 
p. 27. Richard demanded on his surrender a.ssurance of safety for the 
dukes of :&xeter, Aumrue, and Surrey, the earls of Salisbury and Glou
cester, Thomas Merks bishop of Carlisle, and the clerk Ma.lldelyn. 
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Lancaster at Flint, and went with him to phester, whence on the 
Parliament 2nd of September he was brought to London. On the 19th 
summoned. 

of August the writs for a parliament to be held on the 30th 
of September were issued from Chester; the first writ being 
addressed to Arundel as archbishop, and attested by the king 
himself and the council. In the interval means were taken 
to make all secure, and Richard was placed in the Tower of 

Plan of London. The question was debated whether the throne should 
prooeediDga. be vacated by resignation or by deposition; and it was deter

mined that both expedients should be adopted. A committee 
of doctors and bishops was appointed to draw up articles of 
deposition and a statement of the • claims of the successor. 
They fulfilled their charge with zeal; the articles were care
fully elaborated, and a form ~f resignation was prepared for 
Richard's acceptance. Edmund of York, who on this one 
occasion comes forward as a politician, has the credit of pro
posing a plan which, under these complicated contrivances, 
should save the forms of the constitution. He proposed that 
before the parliament met the king should execute a· formal 

Double - act of resignation. Archbishop Arundel's objection, that in 
;:::J:m"":n~f that case the parliament as soon as it met would be dissolved 

by the act of resignation, was met by the preparation of new 
writs to be issued on the day on which the resignation was 
declared, summoning the parliament to meet six days later 1. 

Before the second summons was to come into force the revo-

Riohard 
reeigna. 

lution was accomplished. 
269. Richard executed the deed of resignation on the 29th 

of September B. N orthumbel'land aIid Arundel had received 
hi~ promise at Conway; Northumberland now demanded that 

Formal he should fulfil it. He asked that Arundel and Lancaster 
renunoiation • d 
of theorown. should be summoned to hlS presence; and when they appeare 

he read a written form in which he absolved all his people 
from the oaths of fealty and homage and all other bonds of 

1 Lords' Report, iv. 768. These writs must have been prepared in a 
great hlll'l'Y. for one of them is addressed to Henry himself as duke of 
Lancaster. 

• Ann. Ricardi, pp. 252. 253 sq.; Mon. Evesh. pp. 157 sq.; Twysden. 
00. 27# sq.; Wals. ii. 235 sq. 
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allegiance, royalty, and lordship by which they were bound ·to Richard'. 

him, as touching his person; he renounced in the most explicit resignation: 

terms every claim to royalty in every form, saving the rights 
of his successors; he declared himself altogether insufficient 
and useless, and for his notorious deserts not unworthy to be 
deposed; and these concessions he swore not to contravene or 
impugn, signing the document with his own hand. He added He appoints 

h if · . h' h' proctors to t at, It were In IS power to c oose, the duke of Lancaster p",!",nt !ri" 
should succeed him; but, as the choice of a successor did not ~tl0n 
depend upon him, he made Scrope archbishop of York and parliament. 

John Trevenant bishop of Hereford his proctors, to present 
this form of cession to the assemble!! estates, and placed his 
royal signet on the duke's finger. 

On the morrow the parliament met in the great Hall at TIl!' . 
Westminsterl. The duke of Lancaster was in his pla.ce; the=~ .. n 

throne was prepared but vacant. The archbishop of York Sept. 3
0

• 

delivered the deed of cession, which was read in Latin and 
English. The question was then put, sqou1d the resignation 
be accepted' Archbishop Arundel first, then the estates and 
the people present, declared assent. It was then determined =uo~ 
to read in form the articles of objection against Richard, on a~ 
the ground of which he had declared himself worthy of de- Ri 

position. These had been drawn up by the committee of 
doctors and bishops, who had sat at Westminster during the 
last week to determine whether there were reasonable grounds 
for such an extreme proceeding'. First the coronation oath 
was recited; thirty-three counts of accusation followed, in 

1 Rot. ParI. iii. 416 sq. j Ann. Ricardi. pp. 257 sq. 
• Adam of Usk, the chronicler who tells us this, waa himself a member 

of the commission: 'Item per certos doctores, episcopos at alios, quorum 
praesentium notator unus extiterat, deponendi regem Ricardum et Henri
cum Lancastriae ducem subrogandi materia, et ,qualiter et ;ex quibue 
CBusis, juridice committebatur disputanda. Per quos determinatum fnit 
quod perjuria, sacri1egia, sodotnitica, subditorum exin8nitio, populi in 
servitutem reductio, vecordia et ad regendum imbecillitaa, qwbus rex 
Ricardus notorie fuit confectus, per CBpitulum "Ad Apostolicae". (extr. 
tk re judicata in Sexto) cum ibi notatis, deponendi RicardUDi causae 
fuerant aufficientes j et licet cedere paratus fuerat, tamen ob CBU8&8 
praemiBSBB ipsum fore deponendum. cI~ri et P?puli au?toritate, ~b qu~ 
CBusam tunc vocabantur, pro maJon secuntate fuit deternnnatum·,. 
P·29· 
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which the wrong-doings of the reign were circumstantially 
His action recounteu. The first seven concel'D the old quarrel, the royalist 
in 1387. 

'conventiculum' or plot of 1387, the tampering with the 
judges, the revolt of Robert de Vere, the revocation of the 
pal'dons of the appellants, and the preliminary and consequent 

His injustice acts of violence and injustice. Others declare Richard's in-
toLancaster.. d j, • hl H fL' 
and Arundel Justice an lalt essness to enry 0 ancaster and archbIShop 

Arundel; (9) he had forbidden anyone to intercede for the 
duke, (II) he had illegally exiled him, and (12) had deprived 
him o,f his inheritance; the archbishop (30) had been sentenced 
. to exile and (33) had been shamelessly deceived by the king 
with promises of safety at the very moment that he was plot-

:!"n~t.- ting his humiliation. Shameless dissimulation practised gene
Gloucester. rally (25) and especially towards the duke of Gloucester (32), 

His infrac
tions of the 

whom he had solemnly sworn not to injure, is the burden oj 
two distinct articles. The recent violent infractions of the 

eonatitution. constitution are enumerated: the delegation of the powers oj 
the parliament to a .committee of the estates, the interpolation 
of the record of parliament; and the fraudulent use of that 
(8) delegation to engross the entire authority in his own 
hands, (I7) the procuring of a petition of the commons for th~ 
assertion of the prerogative, (28) the imposition of the oath! 
to sustain the acts of the parliaments of 1397 and 1398, thE 
(19) tampering with elections by nominating the knights whom 
the sheriffs were to return in order to secure himself a revenUE 
for life, and (10) the degradation of the realm by applying tc 

~::':dof the pope for a. confirmation of those acts 1. The old co"nstitu· 
prerogative. tional g;rievances reappear; Rioolll'd had (15) alienated thE 

crown estates, and exacted unlawful taxes and purveyances, 
he had (13) interfered in the appointment of sheriffs, (18) had 
allowed them to remain more than' a year in office, and hac 
(2 0) imposed on them a new oath binding them to arrest any wh< 

1 • Item quamvis corona regni Angliae et jura ejusdem coronae 
ipsumque regnum, fuerint ab omni tempore retroacto adeo liber. 
quod dominus aummus pontifex neo aliquis alius extra regnum ipSUll 
6e intromittere debeat de eisdem. tamen praefatus rex ad roborationen 
lItatutorum suorum erroneorum supplicavit domino papae quod statuti 
in ultimo parliamento suo ordinata cOllfirmaret j' Rot. ParI. iii •. 1-19. 
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should speak evil of his royal person; he had used the courts 
of the household (27) for purposes of oppression, had (29) 
checked the ecclesiastical courts by prohibitions, aud had (23) 
by personal violenc;e tried to constrain the action of the judges. 
His pecuniary transactions were indefensible; he 'had (21) ex- Richard'. 

d fr • ~-torte money om seventeen whole shires for pretended par- taxatioD. 

dons I; (14) he had not repaid loans made in dependence on 
his most solemn promises; he had (22) compelled the religious 
houses to furnish him with horses, carriages, and money for 
his 'Yisit to Ireland; and (24) had carried off thither the jewels 
of the crown. His rash words were the ground of other His eIaim to 

make laws; 
charges: he had said (16) that his laws were in his ownhis....,rtion . 
mouth and often in his own breast, and that he alone could~~fhis 

• Bl1.bjects were 
change and frame the laws of the kmgdom; and (26) that the his own. 

life of every Iiegeman, his lands, tenements, goods, and chattels 
lay at his royal will without sentence of forfeiture; and he had 
acted upon the saying. Not content with overthrowing the T!'e . 
laws during his life, and binding his people by oath to acqui- t:hl!l~~ 
eecence, he had tried to secure the same result after his death lI, 

. (31) by leaving in his will the whole residue of his estate to 
his successor with the proviso that, if the statutes of 1397 
were not kept, it should go to four of his friends,. who were 
to reserve five or six thousand marks for the maintenance of 
those iniquitous acts s. 

This long list of charges having been read, the estates voted The parli&o • 
mentpro-

that they formed a. sufficient ground 6 for deposing the king, coeds to 
• • • depose him. 

and appomted seven comnussloners to execute the sentence. 

I This was done in 1399 after Easter; the sums Boraised were called 'Ie 
Plesaunce;' Ann. Ricardi, p. 235; Wals. ii. 230. The monk of Evesham 
places it at Michaelmas, 1398; p. 147. See too Eulog. iii. 378. 

• His will is printed in Rymer, viii. 75-77. 
• The monk of Evesham points the moral, which is indeed unmistak .... 

able, 'Qui gladio percutit, gladio peribit;' he adds the usual reference to 
Rehoboam, 'quia spreto antiquorum procerum consilio juvenibuB adhae~. 
rabat;' p. 169. See above, p. 383. . . ' • 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 422: 'videbatur omnibus statibus illis luperlnde mngU
latim ac etiam communiter interrogatis, quod lllae causae criminum et 
defectuum erant satis suflicientes et notoriae ad deponendum eundem regem 
••• omues statUI praedicti unanimiter consenserunt ut ex abundanti ad. 
dep08itionem dicti regis procederetur.' 

Mm2 
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Sentenoo One of these, bishop Trevor of S. Asaph, in the name of the 
pronounced, 1 d . t . R' h 
Sept. 30, rest rea a wr1t en sentence, pronouncmg 1C ard to be 
1399· useless, incompetent, altogether insufficient and unworthy, and 

therefore deposing him from all royal dignity and honour. 
The same commissioners were chosen to bear to Richard the 
renunciation of homage and fealty, and the definitive sentence 
of deposition. 

Henry Then Henry of Lancaster rose and stood forward; signing 
claims the 
crowD. himself with the cross on his forehead and breast, he claimed 

in an English speech 9 the kingdom of England and the crown 
as descended in the right line of descent from Henry III, and 
as sent by God to recover his right when 'the realm was in 
point to be undone for default of governance and undoing of 
the good laws.' The whole assembly assented at once to the 
proposal that the duke should reign over them. Archbishop 
Arundel led him by the right hand to the throne, and then, 
assisted by Scrope, archbishop of York, seated him upon it. 
Thus the revolution was accomplished. , 

The claim as In the form of words used on these great critical occasions 
the heir of 
Lancastel. there is often something that strikes the mind as conveying 

more than the speaker could have conceived. So it is with the 
claim of Henry of Lancaster to the throne of Henry III. To 
him it probably was merely an expedient, which his hearers 
were not'likely to criticise, to avoid the mention of Edward III 
or Richard, whose direct heir he could not declare himselfto be, 

Faltoe so long as the line of Lionel of Clarence existed: and he may 
statement. have thus chosen to countenance that false rumour which his 

followers had spread abroad, that Edward I had supplanted 
Edmund of Lancaster who was, they said, the elder brother, and 
the rightful heir of Henry III s. Henry by his mother repre-

1 The seven were the bishop of S. Asaph, the abbot of Glastonbury, the 
earl of Gloucester, Thomas lord Berkeley, Sir Thomas Erpingham, Sir 
Thomaa Gray, and Sir William Thirning. Gloucester (Ie Despenser) was 
one of the men for whose safety Richard had specially trested when he 
surrendered. 

• Ann. Ricardi, p. 281; Twysden, c. 2760. 
• See above, p. 513. We learn from Adam of Usk (Ohren. p. 29) that 

the committee of doctors, bishops, s.nd others which sst to determine thel 
question of Henry's right to the throne, discussed the pretended claim 01 
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&ented that line of Lancaster; so that, even if John of Gaunt Vindication 

had been a changeling, his title of Lancaster could not have :~~pl" 
been impugnecl. But although this was a mere fabrication, and T~=:'~ to 

Henry's possible appeal to it an act unworthy of a king, it was Lancaster. 

true that as the heir of Lancaster, and by taking up the prin-
ciples for which Thomas of Lancaster was believed to have con-
tended, he made good his claim. The name of the martyr of Tho political 

Pomfret had been revived and made a watchword with the faith- Coo by 

Ii,·· h' . . ti had b . b h d d oarl Thomao w commons: IS canonlBa on een agam roac e , an brings in the 

his shrine had streamed forth with fresh blood. The end was ~~ 
now accomplished; and his heir had entered on the inheritance 
of his murderer. The forces trained and concentrated for the 
purpose of freeing the realm from a tyranny of royalty, scarcely 
more hateful than the tyranny of oligarchy which would have 
superseded it, were at last employed and found sufficient to 
bring in, with a new dynasty, a theory and practice of govern-
ment not indeed new, but disentangled from much that was 
old and pernicious. Henry IV, coming to the throne as 
he did, made the validity of a parliamentary title indis-
pensable to royalty; and Richard II, in vacating the throne, 
withdrew the theory, on which he had tried to act and 
by which he had been wrecked, of the supremacY of pre-
rogative. 

There can be little doubt that the proceedings of 1394 and Thoperoonal 
1398 were the real causes of Richard's ruin; and that theH:';'g",!·o 

La b 'dia I 1 h h the oppor. personal wrongs of ncaster were su 51 ry on y, a t oug tunity for 

they furnished the opportunity and instrument of the overthrow. :l:,~revolu
Later events proved that the sway of Lancaster was not by itself 
welcome. Only the certainty that Richard was insupportable 
could have created the unaninlOus consent that he should be 
rejected. He had resolutely, and without subterfuge or pallia-
tion, challenged the constitution. Although the issue was de-
ferred for a few months, the nation accepted it as soon as a 

the houae of Lancaster. According to the statement of the earl of N orth
umberland preserved by Hardyng (Uhr. p. 35a), this claim was on the aI8t 
of September rejected by the council, but was notwithstanding asserted by 
Henry on the 30th. See however below, vol. iii. p. II. 
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leader appeared, and the struggle was over in a. moment. Yet 
Bichard had many friends; there was not in his fall the bitter
ness that is so distinct' a feature in the fall of Edward II. 
Henry was not at this period of his life, what perhaps the 
hazardous character of his success made him, a bitter or cruel 
man. He had interfered in 1388 to save sir Simon Burley, he 
would now perhaps have been content to be duke of Lancaster 
if Richard would have suffered him. And the darkness that 
hangs over Richard's end does not conclusively condemn his 
successor. But, unless we are to believe one curious story of 
a parliamentary discussion, .not one friend said a word for 
Richard; although many died afterwards for his sake, none 
spoke for him at the time. Northumberland and Scrope pre
sently paid with their blood the penalty of resisting Henry IV, 
yet for the moment both had accepted him rather than Richard. 
One advocate, bishop Merks of Carlisle, whom the chroniclers 
describe as a boon companion of the king, is said upon foreign 
testimony to have spoken in his favour before the excited par-

. liament, and he certainly lost his see immediately after, probably 
in consequence of his attachment to the king 1. But this ex
ception, if admitted, rather proves than disproves the general 
unanimity. Richard fell, not unpitied or undeserving of pity, 
but without help and without remedy. . 

~:::u~ 270. It is usual to compare Richard II with Edward II, but 
:~ ft it is perhaps more germane to ou; subject to view him side by 

side with Edward III, the magnanimous, chivalrous king who 
had left him heir to difficulties which he could not overcome 
and a theory of government which could never be realised. 
Edward II had no kingly aspirations"Richard had a. very lofty 
idea of his dignity, a. very distinct theory of the powers, of the 

t The speech is given in the Chronique de la Trahison, pp. 70, 71. There 
is nothing intrinsically improbable in it, but the Chronique contruns so 
much else that is at variance with our other authorities that it cannot be 
relied on at all. It is almost impossible that the speech should have been 
delivered in parliament; if there is any truth at all in the story, it must 
have been made in one of the preliminary consultations. See below, 
vol. iii. p. 10. Merks was translated after the accession' of Henry from 
Carlisle to an island in the Archipela,.ao, but he died rector of Todenham 
in Gloucestershire. 
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functions, and of the duties of royalty, It is true that they Diffe"!nce 

were both stay-at-home kings in an age which would tolerate ~~.:~ .. 
royal authority only in the person of a warrior; hut while ::!:!"um
Edward from idleness or indisposition for war stopped abruptIy 
in the career which his father had marked out for him, when all 
chances were' in his favour and one successful campaign might 
have given him peace throughout his reign, Richard during tbe 
time that he was his own master was bound by truces which 
honour forbade him to hreak, and if he had hroken them would 
have bad to contend with the opposition of a parliament always 
ready to agree that he should go to war, but never willing to 
furnish the means of waging war with a fair ,hope of victory, 
The legislation again of the reign of Richard is marked by real Comporison 

I'd' tIl' 'bl . Ed dlI I b 'd of the two po ICY an lD e 19I e purpose: war can scarce y e Bal en-
to have legislated at all: everything that is distinctive in the 
statutes of his reign was forced upon him by the opposition, 
Nor, singularly-parallel as the circumstances of the deposition 
in the two cases were, can we overlook the essential difference, 
that the one was the last act of a drama the interest of which 
depends on mere personal questions, tIle other the decision of a 
great struggle, a pitched battle between absolute government 
and the cause of national right. The reign of Edward ill was Relation of 

the period in which the forces gathered, The magnificence of:,~..:~~::a 
an extravagant court, the shifty, untrnstworthy statecraft of an 
unprincipled, lighthearted king, living for his own ends and 
reeking not of what came after him, careless of popular sorrows 
nnless they were forced upon him as national grievances, care-
less of royal obligation save when he was compelled to recognise 
it as giving him a claim for pecuniary support, -these formed 
the influences under which Richard was educated; and the re- . 
strictions of his early years caused him to give an exaggerated 
value to the theory which these influences had inculcated,' 
Ri('hard cannot be said to have been the victim of his grand-
father's state policy, because he himself gave to the causes that 
destroyed him both their provocation and their opportunity; 
but he reduced to form and attempted to realise in their most 
definite from the principles upon which his grandfather had 
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Difficultyof political sagacity than they would ever have claimed for them
~~J,:~it.e selves. This is especially true with regard to the period which 
:=:u~f we have just traversed, a period of violent faction struggles, 
tiona! pro- d b h lfish t . I 
gTe$. grace y no eroes or unse s o.tesmen, yet at Its c ose 

How far 
were the 
actors in 
the drama 
consciouB ot 
their part? 

marked by very significant results. It is true, more or less, 
of the whole of our early history; the march of constitutional 
progress is so steady and definite as to suggest everywhere the 
idea that it was guided by some great creative genius or some 
great directive tradition. Yet it is scarcely ever possible to 
distinguish the creative genius; it is impossible to assign the 
work to any single mind or series of minds, and scarcely easier 
to trace the growth of the guiding tradition in anyone of the 
particulars which it embodies. As in the training of human 
life, . so in national history, opportunity is as powerful as 
purpose; and the new prospects, that open as the nation ad
vances in political consciousness and culture~ reveal occasions 
and modes of progress which, as soon as they are tried, are 
found to be mQre exactly the course for which earlier training 
has prepared it than auy plan that might have been consciously 
formed. 

As this is clear upon any reading of history, it must be 
allowed that some generalisation from results is indispensable: 
without it we could never reach the principles that underlie 
the varied progress, and history would be reduced to a mere 
chapter of accidents. But the questions remain unanswered 
how far the men who wrought out the great results knew 
what they were doing; had they a regular plan 1 was that plan 
the conception of anyone brain 1 who were the depositaries of 
the tradition 1 had the tradition any accepted formula 1 The 
history of political design is not less interesting than the regis
tration of results. We have seen that the gr~at champions of 
the thirteenth century directed their efforts to the attainment of 
an ideal which they failed to realise, and that the overt struggles 
of the fourteenth century had their source and object in factious 
aims and factious divi~ions; that in the former the constitution 
grew rather according to the spirit of the liberators than on 
the lines which they had tried to trace; and in the Iattler its 
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development was due to the conviction, common to all factions, 
that the nation in parliament was a. convenient arbiter, if not 
the ultimate judge of their quarrels. There is this difference be-e:~= the 

tween the tWO: the former witnessed a. real growth of national ~Jt'::!' 
life, the latter a recognition of formal principles of government-- teenth. 

principles which all parties recognised, or pretended, when it was centuries. 

convenient, to recognise. The thirteenth century had the spirit The spirit 

without the letter of the constitutional programme; the four-;:'t..~· 
leenth had the letter with little of the spirit. Many of the 
principles that appear in the programme of the fourteenth 
existed in the minds of the heroes of the thirteenth: the idea. 
of limiting royal power by parliaments, of controlling royal 
expenditure, of binding royal officials, of directing royal policy, 
was in the mind of the barons who worked with Simo~ de 
}lontfortj very little of the spirit of the deliverer was in 
Thomas of Lancaster or Thomas of Woodstock. The peculiar Place of 
work of Edward I had introduced into the national life the !~;:! I 
elements that gave form and attitude to political principle. By the two. 

completing the constitution o~ parliament he perfected the in
strument which had been wanting to Simon de Montfort; by 
completing administrative machinery he gave a. tangible and • 
visible reality to the system for the control of which the king 
and the parliament were henceforward to struggle. The effect ImP'.'rtont 

of this on the design of the constitution was to substitute for~~D 
the negative restrictions, by which the Provisions of Oxford had ~;!1:;.,
limited the royal authority, the directive principles which guided .Clousn .... 
the national advance in the following century; and thus to set 
clearly before men's minds royal prerogative on the one hand 
and constitutional government on the other. Thus distinctly 
presented, the political formula. was less dependent than it had 
been before upon individual championship ; but it was more 
liable to be abused for personal and party ends. 

272. If we ask who were the men or the cla.sses of men :!'fhlt~ttl. 
who believed in as well as took advantage of the formula,oommoDB 

• • fought by 
now made intelligible and practIcal, the whole history of the the knighta 

I· h - . I of the shire. fourteenth century supp leS a. armoDlous answer. t was not 
men Ake Thomas of Lancaster; he used it because it had already 
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become an influence which he could employ for his own purposes. 
It was not the clerical body generally, for they, although they 
supplied many supporters and workers, were hampered by their 
relations to the papacy, and were now losing that intimate sym
pathy with the nation which had given them their great position 
in the days of Langton. It was not the town communities, in 
which, beyond an occasional local tumult, the history of the age 
finds little to record; nor the great merchants who, for good or 
for evil, are found chiefly on the side of that royal authority which 
seemed to furnish the most certain guarantees of mercantile 
security and privilege. Both historical evidence and the nature 
of the case lead to the conviction that the victory of the consti
tution was won by the knights of the shires1 ; they were the 
leaders of parliamentary debate; they were the link between the 
good peers and the good towns; they were the indestructible 
element of the house of commons; they were tile representatives 
of those local divisions of the realm which were coeval with the 
historical existence of the people of England, and the interests oj 
which were most directly attacked by the abuses of royal prero
gative. The history bears evidence of their weakness as well af 
of their strength, their shortcomings as well as their deserts; the 
manipulation of the county courts by the sheriffs could change 
the policy of parliament from year to year; the interest of the 
landowner predominates every now and then over the rights oj 
the labourer and artisan. Yet on the whole there is a striking 
uniformity and continuity in the policy of the knights; even the 
packed parliaments are not without courage to remonstrate, and, 
when uninfluenced by leaders of faction, their voice is invariabl~ 
on the side of freedom. They are very distinctly the deposita
ries of the constitutional tradition; and this fact is one of the 
lnost distinctive features of our"poIltical history, as compared 
with most other nations in which representative institutiom 
have been tried with less success. 

273. The growth of constitutional life is stimulated by the 

1 c It is pretty manifest that the knights, though doubtless with somE 
support from the representatives of towns, sustained the chief brunt 0' 

battle against the crown j' Hallam, Middle Ages, ill. uS. • 
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growth of royal assumption. Royal prerogative during this Antagonistic 
. . d growth of 

century IS put upon Its efence and compelled to formulate prerogative. 

its claims, reserving however a salvo of its own indefeasible 
omnipotence that will enable it to justify any amount of state-
craft. If popular claims are now and then outrageously aggt'es- Mu.tual 
. 't t b ~ d ha h hi f .. action of SIVe, I mUB e con,esse t t t e story 0 prerogative IS one prerogative 

I f . d . . . d andpopular ong story 0 assumptIOn an evasion: every concessIOn IS ma e pretension. 

an opportunity for asserting pretensions that may cover new 
usurpations, and the acceptance of such a concession is craftily 
turned into an assumed acquiescence in the supreme right which 
might withhold as easily as it gives. The history of the national 
growth is thu8 insepllrable from the history of the royal prero-
gative, in the widest sense of that undefinable term; and for 
every assertion of national right there is a counter assertion of 
royal autocracy. On the one side every advantage gained by 
the parliament is regarded as one of a very limited number of 
privileges; on the other every concession made by the crown is 
maue out of an unlimited and unimpaired potentiality of sove-
reignty. Thus it sometimes strikes the student that the theory 
and practice of the constitution vary inversely, and that royalty 
becomes in theory more absolute as in practice it is limited more 
and more by the national will : as the jealousy of parliamentary 
or ministerial interference becomes more distinctly feIt, the 
claims of the king are asserted more loudly; the indefinite 
margin of his prerogative is extended more ~definitely as 
restraint increases; the sense of restraint compels the exag-
geration of all royal attributes. The theory of sovereignty held 
by Henry III is far more defiuite than that of Henry TI, and 
that of Richard TI than that of Edward L 

The principles of constitutional growth, as enunciated by the ~mo 
• of COnstltu-

party opposed to royal assumption, may be arranged under a tional dov .. 
"b f h ad d th . . I f Iopment. small num er 0 e s; an e counter pnnClp es 0 pre-

rogative may be ranged side by side with them; it being 
always understood tbat the prerogative is not limited by these 
assertions, but still possesses an inexhaustibl~ treasury of eva-
sion. That tlle king should' live of his own,' supporting royal 
state and ordinary national administrative machinery out of 
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ordinary l,'evenue; that the laws should not be changed without 
the national consent; that the great charter should be kept 
inviolate and inviolable, not merely in the letter, but as a 
pregnant source of rights and principles j that the king's 
ministers are accountable to the nation for their disposal of 
national contributions, and for their general good behaviour; 
that grievances should be redressed before the money granted 
becomes payable; that the king should act by the cqunsel of his 
parliament, should not go to war, or attempt any great enter
prise without its consent; and, if he withdrew himself from its 
advise and influence, should be constrained to do his duty;
such were some of the fundamental convictions of the national 
party_ That the nation must pro~ide for the royal necessities 
irrespective of the king's good behaviour, that the most binding 
part of the royal oath was to secure the indefeasibility of the 
king's authority, that the king being the supreme landowner 
had a heritable right over the kingdom, corresponding with that 
of the private landowl!er over his own estate; that as supreme 
lawgiver he could dispense with the observance of a statute, 
suspend its operation, pardon the offeuders against it, alter its 
wording and annul it altogether; that in fact he might do 
everything but what he was bound not to do, and even repudiate 
any obligation which he conceived to militate against his 
theory of sovereign right i-such were the principles in which 
Richlll'd II was ed~cated, or such was his reading of the lessons 
taught by the reign of his grandfather. 

The theo,ry of Yet royal prerogative was not in its ortgin a figment of 
~~~ti~ theorists. It grew out of certain conditions of the national 
i:i.~.b:r \ life, some of which existed before the Norman Conquest, 

'Others were the products of that great change, anti others 
resulted from the peculiar course or the reigns of Henry II 
and his descendants. The general results of the history of 
the fourteenth century may be best arranged with reference 
to this consideration. We must look at the original basis of 
Each great claim made on behalf of the crOIVD, the design 
adopted for its remedy and the steps by which this remedy 

. was obtained; but, we must remember always' that beyond 
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the definite claims there, extends the region of undefined pre
rogative, which exists in theory without doing harm to any 
but the kings themselves, but which, the m9ment they attempt' 
to act upon it, involves suffering to the nation and certain if 
not speedy retribution to the rulers. 

274. The principle that the king should live of ~is own 1 ~o~kj"Nv. 
had a double application: the sovereign who could dispense of his own. 

with taxation could dispense likewise with advice and co
operation; . if his income were so large that he could conve-
niently live within it, his administration must be BO strong as 
to ovelTide all opposition; if his economy were compulsory, 
his power would be strictly confined within limits, whether 
territorial or constitutional, which would make him, what many 
of the continental sovereigns had become in the decay of 
feudality, only the first among the many almost equal poten-
tates' who nominally acknowledged him as lord. The former DiJlicultiealD 

• . the way of 
alternatIve would have left him fl'ee to become a despot; the ODforcemont. 

latter, although perhaps it was the ideal. of a party among the 
feudal lords of the thirteenth century, was' made impossibJe 
by circumstances, by the personal character and policy of nearly 
all the Plantagenet kings, by the absolute necessity of a con-
solidated and united national executive for purposes of aggres-
sion and defence, and by the existence in the nation itself of 
a spirit which would 'Probably have pl'eferredeven a, despotic 
monarch to the rule of a territorial oligarchy. No king of the 
race of Plantagenet ever attempted to make his expenditure 
tally willi his ordinary income, and no patriotic statesmanJ. 
dreamed of di~pensing altogether with the taxation, which 
gave .to the nation an unvarying hold on the king whether 
he were good or bad. But the adjustment ,and limitation 0 of ~:'':I:'" 
taxation, the securing of the nation against the hardships which := 
could not but follow from the impoverisliment of the crown, 
and the enforcing of honest dealing in the raisi~g and ex
Ilenditure 'of money, fOl'med a body of constitutional questions 

1 The words of the 4th Ordinance of 13II, Statutes, i. 158, constantly. 
recnrring; e. g. 'Que notre seigwour Ie roi vive de soen;' Rot .. ParI. 
6 Edw. III. vol. ii. p. 166; 'viver deinz les revenues de V,otre ro:alme i' 
ibid. iii. 139. 
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the answer of which had to be worked out in the political 
struggles of two centuries . 

. The great charter had seemed to give a firm basis on which 
a structure of limited monarchy might be raised, in the rule 
that the king might not impose any general tax without the 
consent of the nation, expressed by the common council of the 
tenants-in-chief; but that article had been allowed to drop out 
of the charter at its successive confirmations; and the real 
restraint of the taxing power of the crown was imposed by 

Incomplete- other mE-ans. The honesty of the early ministers of Henry III, 
n ... of the d th akn f hi I dmin· . limitations an e we ess 0 S own persona a IstratlOn, had 
on the royal d·· ·bl J! h· . h t h . I power of rna e It lmpossl e ~or 1m to act WIt ou t e natIona con-
taxing . 

. sent; and under Edward I the power of consent was lodged 
in the hands of a parliament far more national in its character 
than the 'commune consilium' of the charter. Yet even the 
'confirmatio cartarum' had left some loopholes which the king 
was far too astute to overlook, and which the barons must 
have known to be dangerous when they compelled him to re
,nounce the general salvo in 12991. These were too tempting 
even for the good faith of Edward I; and his son and grandson 
took ample advantage both of the laxity of the law and of the 
precedents which he had created. One of the results of the 
reign of Richard II was the final closing of the more obvious 
ways of evading the constitutional ,restrictions ; b.ut the entire 
prevention of financial over-reaching on the part of the crown 
was not attained for many centuries; and successive generations 
of administrators developed a series of expedients which from 
age to age gave new name and form to the old eviL 

Division of The financial evasions of the period now before us may be 
the subject. 

referred to the head of direct taxation, customs, and the in-
curring of royal or national debt; closely connected with these 
as engines of oppression are the abuses of the royal right to 
purveyance, to pressed service of men and material, and to 
the ordering of commissions of array. The origin, the abuse, 
and the remedying of the abuse, of these devices, form an 
interesting portion of our national history, and as such they 

1 See above, p. 155. 
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have been noticed as they arose in the foregoing pages. A 
brief recapitulation of the main points is however necessary 
from the higher ground which we have now reached. 

275. The right of the king to tallage his demesnes, whether The right 
't' b h I hi . to tallage Cl 1es, oroug s, or rura towns ps, was not abolished by the demesne. 

, confirmatio cartarum' in terms so distinct as to leave no room 
for evasion. The word' tallagium' was not used in the docu-
ment itself, and the 'aides, mises et prises,' which were re
nounced, were in the king's view the contributions raised 
from the kingdom generally without lawful consent, not the 
exactions made by demesne right from the crown lands 1. It 
might be pleaded on Edward's behalf that in that J!.ct he in
tended only to renounce that general and sovereign power of 
taxing the commons which he had attempted to exercise iu 
1297, and which was one cause of the rising.to which he was 
compelled to yield; not to surrender the ordinary right which 
as a landlord he possessed over his demesne, or over those 
communities which had purchased the right of being called 
his de~esne in order to avoid more irksome obligations I. And 

I This is not the view of Hallam, who argues as if the act C de tallagio ' 
were the authentic form of the concession, and as if the king had never 
tallaged any lands except demesne lands, so that only this right was now 
renounced. He thinke then that the right of tallage was expressly sur
rendered, and accuses the three Edwards of acting illegally in exacting it; 
Middle Ages, iii. 43. Unconstitutional the exaction certainly was, but 
not contrary to the letter of the law. He writes too as if he thonght that 
these tsllages were common, whereas there is but one. instance in each 
reign. But Hallam'. view of Edward I was, as he allows, influenced by 
that of Hume. , 

• The ancient demesne of the Crown contributed to general taxation, 
together with the towns, in a larger proportion than the counties; paying, 
a tenth, for instance, when the knights of the shires voted a fifteenth. 
Hence it was of some importance to the little country towns which enjoyed 
no particular privileges, to be taxed C cum commumtate comitatus,' and 
not with the towns; and even London itself did not despise the privilege, 
which it obtained by special charter from Edward III and Richard II; 
Liber Albus, i. 147. 167. 168. In the 19th of Edward II the men of 
Sevenbampton, Stratton, and Heyworth, in Wiltshire, proved to the king 
that, as they were not tenants in ancient demesne by Domesday, they 
ought not to be tallaged; Madol', Firma Burgi, p. 6. This record proves' 
that Edward I and Edward II thought themselves justified in tallaging 
ancient demesne only. A very large portion of the boroughs were howeyer. 
in ancient demesne, and the sheriffs and judges probably gave the kmg' 
the benefit of the doubt in all doubtful cases, e.g. 'in carta dicti prio~~ 
non fit aliqua mentio de tsllagio; videtur conaultius esse pro statu dODllm 

VOL. n. N n 
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probably this view was shared by the magmi.tes. When then, 
on the 6th of February, 1304, Edward ordered a tallage to 
be collected from his cities, boroughs, and lands in demesne, 
assessed, according to the historian, at a sixth of moveables, 
it is by no means clear that he acted in contravention of the 
letter of the law. From the extant rolls of this tallage it is 
clear that demesne only was tallaged J. In the parliament of 
1305 no eomplaint was made against the measure, but the 
king, at the petition of the archbishops, bishops, prelates, earls, 
barons, and other good men of the land, granted them leave 
to tallage their own ancient, demesnes as he had tallaged his 2. 

The circumstances of the case are obscure; the accounts of 
Edward II show that in 1303 a scutage for the Scottish war 
was due, for whieh no parliamentary authority is producible,
but against whicll no complaint was made. ,Possibly the tallage 
of 1304 was a supplementary measure to the scutage of 1303, 
both of them being the result of some deliberation, the history 
of which is lost. 

This tallage however of' Edward I was an unfortunate pre
cedent. In the sixth year of Edward II the example was 
followed; on the 16th of December, 1312, the very day on 
which the letters of safe-conduct were issued to the earl of 
Lancaster after Gaveston's murder, the king published an order 
for the collection of a fifteenth of moveables and a tenth of rent 
in his cities, boroughs, and demesne lands. The fact that the 
ordinances of 1311 had made no provision against such a tax, 
and that the writs for collection, which were issued on the last 
day of a parliament s, make no mention of the authorisation of 

regis in hac parte quod supradicti tenentes dicti priom remaneant onerati 
versns dominum regem;' Madox, Firma, p. 348. The represented towns 
of course paid the larger rate in all cases, uilless, like London, they could 
obtain special exception. Thus theJl the obligation to pay tallage, or the 
value of corporate privilege which was coincident with it, was the founda
tion of, the difference of rate between the towns and the oounties; and 
this may to some extent account for the general dislike of the small towns 
to send members to parliament. 

1 Remingb. ii. 333; Rot. ParI. i. 366; Record Report, ii. app. ii. 141. 
See too Morant, Rist. Colchester, p. 47. 

a Rot. ParI. i. 161, 162; above, p. 163. 
~ ParI. Writs, II. ii. 59, 60, 61, 83-85; Liber Albus, i. 428. 
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the parliament, points to the conclusion that the tallage was 
not regarded as unlawful. But th& lesson of the ordinances It is .... _ 

had already begun its work: the citizens of London and the ~lB~~~. 
burghers of Bristol resisted the impost. The latter, who re. ' 
fused to pay because Bome of their fellows were imprisoned 
in the Tower of London, were engaged in an internal quarrel 
which left them very much at the king's mercy; the former 
however made a firm stand. They granted that the king might 
at his will tallage his demesnes, citi~s, and boroughs, but they. 
maintained that the citizens of London were not to be so tal. 
laged, appealing to the clause of Magna Carta which guaranteecl 
to them their ancient privileges. The chancellor had stated 
that the tallage was imposed by the king in the right of hill 

'crown, a distinct assertion of prerogative which the citizens 
did not contradict, and against which they would have cited 
the 'confirmatio cartarum,' if that act had been understood to' 
apply to their case. Neither party howev.er was in a position &sIs_co 

to take extreme measures, and the citizens by two loans, one 1!.~~D.rs 
of £1000 and one of £400, purchased a respite until the:~:; 
parliament of 1315; the loans were to be allowed 'in the col· 
lection of the nen general aid, and the tallage was thus merged 
in the twentieth granted in the nen parliament. ManY,other 
towns procured exemption 1 on the ground that they were not 
of ancient demesne; the scheme no doubt proved unprofitable. 
and no other tax of the kind was attempted during the re· 
mainder of the reign. Edward ill however, in 1332, revived T~ 
the impost in exactly the same form., The letters for the col- ~::ro III 

• m13320 
lection were issued on the 25th of June B; the parliament, 
which met on the 9th of Sep,tember, immediately took up the 
matter, and the king, in accepting a grant of a fifteenth and 
tenth, recalled the commissions for the tallage, promising that 
hen~eforth ' he would levy such tallages only as had been done 
in the time of his ancestors and as he had a right to do 8. This 

1 MadOI, Firma Burgi, pp.6 sq., 248. I Foed. ii. ~40 • 
• • Le roi a la requeete del ditz prelatz, eountea, barouna, et lee cb~va:IerI 

des counte8 en eeement de son dit poeple, ad grante que lee comlDls~ons, 
nadgaires faite8 a cenI qui Bont assignez de .... seer taillage en lee ClUS, 
burghs, et demeynee par tonw Engleterre 80ient de tot 1'l'pellez qnant a 

N n 2 
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was probably the last occasion on which this ancient form of 
exaction was employed 1. 'The second statute of 1340 I con-. 
tained a clause providing that the nation should be 'no more 
charged or grieved to make any common aid or Jlustain charge, 
except by the common assent of the prelates, earls, barons, and 
other magnates and commo:ps of the realm, and that in parlia-

Abolition of ment.' Of the scope of this enactment there can be no doubt; 
tho power of • • • 
tallage. 1t must bave been mtended to cover every speCIes of tax not 

Scutagea 
become 
obaolot... 

authorised by parliament, and, although in other points Edward 
systematically defied it, it Beems to have had tbe etrect of 
abolishing the royal prerogative of tallaging demesne. But 
public confidence was not yet assured; in 1348 the commons 
made it one condition of their grant that no tallage or similar 
exactioIil should be imposed by the Privy Council s. In 1353 
the king declared that it was not his intention or tbat of the 
lords that tallage should be again imposed', but the petition 
of the parliament in.13 77 &, almost in the words of the statute 
of 1340, was answered by Edward with a promise that only 
a great necessity should induce him to disregard it. Another 
ancient impost was now becoming obsolete. The scutages so 
frequent under John and Henry III had ceased to be remu
nerative. The few taxes of the kind raised by Edward I seem 
t~ have been collected almost as an after-thought, or by a re
currence to the old idea of scutage as commutation for personal 
service. The scutage for the Welsh war of .1282, for instance, 
appears in the accounts of 1288, and the scu~es of the 28th, 
31St, and 34th years of the reign appear so late in the reign 
of Edward II as to seem nothing better than a lame expedient 

ore; et que Bur ce briefs Boient mandez en due forme et que pur temps 
a venir U ne ferra aBBeer tiel taillage fors que en manere cOl)1e ad este fait 
en temps de ses autres auncestres et come U .devera par reson;' Rot. ParI. 
ii.66. 

1 See: .Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 113, II3, where the begirining of 
Edward Ill's reign ie fixed as the point of time when tenants in ancient 
demesne' were confounded wi th ordinary burgesses; and, in fact, if the 
rating of tenths and fifteenths, settled in the 8th of Edward III, were, as 
is asserted, the final assessment of that impost, followed on all subsequent 
occasions, there would be no object in maintaining the distinction. See 
below, § a8a. 

a Statutes, i. a90. 
, Rot. ParI. ii. a38. 

S Rot. Part ii. aOI. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 365. 
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for pecuniary exaction I. Yet it occasionally emerges again as 
• tax payable when the king went to war in person; as so due 
it was remitted by Richard II after his Scottish expedition in 
1385; and henceforth it ~s into insignificance". The three Continuance 

customary aids IlOwever continued to be collected, although ~~ 
the nation expected them to be abolished by the statute of aida. 

1340. In 1346 Edward, on the occasion of the knighthood 
of the :Black Prince, levied ~he aid in an unconstitutional way 
and in illegal amount, not however without a strong remon-
strance from the parliament ". 

· 276. The disappeararice of these ancient taxes is not to be The newer 

attributed either to the opposition of the parliament or to the =::! 
• good faith of the king 80 much as to the fact that they were 

being superseded by other methods of exaction, which were at 
once more productive and more easily manipulated, the sub
sidies on moveables and the customs on import and export. In 
the former no new exercise of prerogative was possible; the 
tallage, in fact, which we have just· examined, was simply an 
unauthorised exaction on moveables, which disappears with the 
feudal obligations' of demesne. The history of the customs is 
more interesting and important. 

The forty-first article of the great charter empowered all Freedom 

merchants to transact their business.freely within the kingdom:!~ed 
without any • maletote ' or unjust exaction, but subject to cer-~!
tain ancient and right customs, except in the time of war, when 
the merchants of the hostile nation were disqualified. The men-
tion of a maletote seems to show that such an impost was not 
unusual, and the ancient and right customs were sufficiently 
well ascertained '. The principal taxable commodities were of 

1 Rot. ParI. i. '92; ParI. Writs, IL·i. 442 sq. So also the Bcuta.ge for 
• Edw. II collected in 1319; Pari. Writs, II. i. 517. The counties were 
amerced by Edward II in 132I for not Bending their force to Cirencester; 
Pari. Writs, II. i. 543. 

• Rot. Pari. iii. 213. In 1377 a tax of a pound on the knight's fee was 
proposed and rejected; above, p. 458. According to Coke no scuta.ge was 
levied after the eighth year of Edward II; the im~t was expressly 
abolished by statute 1:1 Charles II; Blackstone, Corom. u. 75· 

I A.bove, p. 415. 
• Mr. Hubert Hall, in the History of the Customs Revenue of E~g;land 

(1885), baa offered a very probable and te~pting theory of the ongln o~ 
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three sorts': wine, wool, and general merchandise l • On wine, 
,there was, besides an ancient custom of eightpence on the tun 
in the nature of a port-due, a royal right of ' prise, recta prisa/ 
or taking from each wine-ship, containing above ten and below 
twenty casks, one cask, and from every ship containing above 
twenty casks, two casks and no more, one before and one behind 
the mast, on ,the payment, for the king, 'at his price,' which. 
seenis to have averaged twenty shillings for each cask 9. The 
.customs on general merchandise were collected in the shape of 
a fifteenth or other sum levied very much as a toll or licence to 
trade s. The wool was' especially liable to be arrested and re
deemed from. the king's hands by a ransom, for which even the 

Edward I name maletote is too mild a term. Great irregularity prevailed 
~c~~ms. in the whole management of the customs until the accession of 

Edward I: the merchants, except where they were secured by royal 
charter or by the strength of their own confederations, lying very 
much at the mercy of the king's servants, and the pnces of their 
commodities being enormously enhanced by the risk of trading. 
The wine trade was probably the most secure in consequence of 
the necessity of keeping Gascony in good temper. The negotil'
tions of Henry III with the merchants have been already noted. 

The vote of the parliament of 1275 " which gave to Ed ward I 
a custom of half a mark on the sack and 300 woolfells 6, and a 

the customs in their English form. tracing it to (I) an ancient royal right 
01 preemption (on a system of purveyance), (3) the royal power of restraint 
of trade, and (3) to the offioial supervision of the Ports in connexion with 
the administration of the Exchequer. In addition perhaps to theBe may 
be alleged the immemorial restraints on, or profits from, commerce which 
belongs to the historical idea of sovereignty in all reigns and ages. Mr. 
Hall has corrected in detail many misunderstandings on the subject, and 
has kindly enabled me to make several amendments in the brief summary 
contained in this work. ' 
. 1 To these may be added as BubsidiarY' Btaple COmnlodities, minerals and 
provisions which Beldom come into constitutional controversy, and wax and 
cloth which are more important' as subjectB of treatment by charter and 
statute; Hall, p. S. 

• If the ship contained less than 20 casks, the prisage was cne; but it 
never rese above two. Madol[, Hist. Exch. p. SZ5; Hale, on the Customs, 
printed in Hargrave'B Tracts, i. u6 Bq., Liber Albua, i. 247, 248. 

• Madol[, Hist. Exch. p. 539 sq. 
, Above, pp. II3, 200, 256; Hale, Customs, pp. 147, 154. 
a The number was reduced to 2+0 in 1368. See above, p. 433; Hall, 

Customs Duties, ii. 204. 
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mark on the last of leather, is the legal and historical foundation Origin of the 
of the custom on wool. It was levied on all exports, and became :'~~gr';!t 
at once an important part of the ordinary revenue, not as a male- In '275· 

tote and therefore not transgressing the terms of the great 
charter. In the summer of 1294, under the immediate pressure Increaoe in 
of. a war 'With France, the king obtained the consent of the mer-~~~e 
chants to a great increase of the custom j the ·rate on the sack 
of broken wool was ·raised to five marks, other wool paid three 
marks on the sack, the woolf ells passed at three marks for the 
300, and leather at ten marks on the last 1. The rate was 
reduced the same year, probably in consequence of a parlia7 

mentary remonstrance, the wool and woolf ells paying three 
marks and the leather five. The seizure of the wool in 129'12 Beizu:re of 
was clearly an exceptional measure, like the prohibition of wool m %297· 

export under Edward III, adopted probably to secure an im-
mediate payment. of the custom, for the rate fixed in 1294 is 
mentioned in the ' confirmatio cartarum 'as the regular impost 
which, with all similar maletotes, the kiog promises to release; 
on the abolition of the maletotes the custom fell to the rate 
fixed in 1275. 

277. The exigencies or the year 1303 suggested to the king Imposition 
a new method of dealing with the wool, as well as with other ~~ fo".!";; 

. h' d fI"1 t th fi • merchants merc andise; an , by a grant 0 arge prlVl eges 0 e orelgo by the . 
merchants, he obtained from them the promise to pay, among~~!"er
other duties, a sum of forty pence on the sack, the same OJ;l300 

woolf ells, and half a mark on the last, in addition to the ancient 
1 Above, p. J3I • 'CustUIWml anno xxii mercatores regni in subsidium 

guerrae, qufWl rex pro recuperatione Vasconiae contra GaJIicas intendebat, 
de Ienis et cariis exeuntibus regnum regi gratanter concesserunt, videlicet 
de quolibet secco lanae fractae quinque marcas, de quolibet. sacco alterius 
lanae vel pellium lanutarum trea marcas, de quolibet lasto coriorum decem 
[B. Cotton, p. '46, reads quinque] marcasj quod quidem subsidium rex 
postInodum gratiose mitigavit, videlicet concessit xv" die N ovembris eode~ 
anno nil0 finiente, incipiente niiio, quod omnes mercatores tam regnt 
quam aliunde, mercatoribus regni Franciae duntaxat exceptis, ••• regi de 
quolibet lasto tam lanae fractae quam alterius et etiam pellium lanutarum 
tres marcas de quolibet lasto coriorum ducendorum ad easdem partes 
quinque m..:..a.. persolverent, a 29° J ulii anno ][][jio Edw. I et usque festum 
sancti Michaelis tuna proxime sequentem, et ab eodem festo usque. festum 
natalis Domini anna xxv" incipiente j' Account of 28 :J!:dw. I; CIted by 
Hale, p. J35. -

a Above, p. J39. 
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custom. In this act, which ~as no doubt negotiated between 
the royal Cl'Ouncil and the merchants"and which took the form, 
not of statute or ordinance, but of royal charter \ the king 
avoided a direct tran8gression of the 'confirmatio cartarum'; 
the persons who undertook to pay were aliens, and not include!l 
among the classes to whom the ' confirmatio 'was granted, and 
the impost was'purchased by some very substantial concessions 
on the king's part. But although the money came through the 
foreign merchants, it was really drawn from the king's own sub
jects; the price of imports was enhanced, the . price of exports 
was lowered by it. Accordingly the F..;nglish burghers, assembled 
at York the same year, refused to join in the bargain, and Ed-

·Pa.rva ward did not attempt to coerce them. The increment fixed in 
custuma' on k h' , . . 
wool. 1303 was DOwn as t e 'nova or' parva. custuma, m OppOSI-

Customs on 
wine and 
other mer
ch .... dise 
under the 
·Oartamer
catoria' of 
'303·, 

tion to the 'custuma. antiqua sive magna' of 1275, and its 
history from this point is shared by the other' custom duties 
which had a somewhat different origin. 

The customs paid by tlie foreign merchants affected, as has 
been mentioned, not only exports of :wool, but cloth exported or 
imported, wine and all other commodities, on which the king 
had by ancient prescription a right of prise, regulated only by 
separate arrangement with the several bodies of foreign traders, 
each of wh~ch had its agency at the great ports. The charter 
of 1303~ commnted the prises exacted from foreign merchants 
and reduced the irregularities of these imposts to a fixed scale; 
cloth, imported or exported, was charged at two shillings, 
eighteeIj. .pence, and one shilling on the piece, according to its 
quality; imported wine paid,besides the ancient custom, two 

. shillings on the cask in lieu of prisage, and aU other imports 
threepence on the pound sterling of value; the same sum of 
threepence in the pound was levied ~n all goods and money 
exported; with these was accorded the increment on wool 
just described. The opposition of the English merchants, who 
had refused to agree to a similar Bcale of payments s, continued 

1 Above, pp. 164, 200, 256; Hale, p. 157 i Foed. ii. 747. 
• Hale, pp. 157 sq.; Foed. ii. 747.' . ' 
I The Pl'isage of wine is the exaction of the two casks, the Butlerage 
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to be manifestedt ; althongh they wtlre not contrary to the' con- Petitio ... 

firmatio,' they contravened the article of the Great Charter ~..:.:!:... 
which secured the freedom of trade, and were the subject of a 
petition presented by the parliament in 1309 s. In reply to 
that petition Edward II suspended the collection of the new 
customs on wine and merchandise', to see, as he eaid, whether 
prices were really affected by them; after a year's trial he de- Suspended 

. ed . by the 
termm to reImpose them, but after the lapse of another year, ordaineri 

they were, together with the new customs on wool and leather, 
declared illegal by the ordainers, and ceased to be collected in 
October 1311. During the whole time of the rnIe ofthe.Ordi-
nances the new customs were in abeyance; the new increment 
of 1317 was of the nature of a loan, not an unauthorised general 
impost·; when Edward had gained his great victory in 132Z :d",:~"¥: 
he restored the new customs, and for one year added an incre-
ment on wool, doubling the whole custom payable by denizens 
and charging aliens donble of thats• The customs' regulated by Beoomfe

th
& • 

part 0 e 
the Carta Mercatoria were confirmed by Edward ill in 1328., ~= 
and became from that time a part of the ordinary income of the 
crown, J'6('.eiving legal sanction in the Statnte of Staples in 
1353 T. The later variations of tariJI' are beyond the scope of 
our inquiries. 
is the new custom prescribed in the Carta Meroatoria of 130 3; Ha1J, 
it IDS. . . 

1 In 1309, June '7, Edward appointed the Friscobaldi to receive the 
new customs from the foreign merchants, and from the native merchants 
who were willing to pay them; ParI. Writs. II. it:lO. Two months after 
this they were suspended. 

• Rot. ParL L #3; above, p. 338• 
• A.bove, p. 340, note I. The additional custom on wool continaed to be 

collected; ParL Writs. II. ii. '5, 
• A.bove, p. 358. See ParI. Write, II. it 116-121; it was a heavy sum, 

on cloth, 68. 8d., 46., and 13". 4d., according to value and dye; 58. on the 
'un of wine, and til. on the pound of value; on wool, woolf ella, and 
leather 108. . 

• ParL Writs, n ii. '93, "9' The impost of 3d. in the pound on the 
German merchants. by Edward I, is petitioned against in 1339; Rot. ParL 
it 46. 

• Foed. it 747, 7"& •• • . 
• T Statutes, i. 333. The custom paid by aliena according ~ t~ statute 
18 ten shillings on the nck and 300 woolfells, and twenty ohillingB on the 
last (art. i.); the poundage (3d. in the pound ster~). is authorised by 
the 26th article, p. 342; cf. Hale, p.161. The substitution of 240 for 300 
in ealculating the woolfells begins in 1368; above, p. 433· . . 
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These details are sufficient to show that up to the accession oj 
Edward III the regulation of the customs was quietly contested 
between the crown and the nation; the latter pleading the terms 
of the charter and the authority of the Ordainers, the formel 
acting on the prerogative right and issuing regulations in council. 

Use of tho The contest continues during a great part of the reign, especiall~ 
.tapl ... 

with regard to wool, the institution of the staples making thiE 
source of illcome peculiarly easy to be tampered with. 

l!nooostltu- As early as July 1327 Edward obtained as a loan from the 
!i~::!/= merchants the concession of a double custom on wool and an in-byEdwmn _ 
I~I, tM>ugh ·crease of fifty per cent on leather; and this duty was collected 
!it:~ till the following Michaelmas, in some cases still later 1. Thie 
morchanl& • 

was done of course under the gwdance of the queen and Mor-
timer. In 1332, the year that witnessed the king's unsuc
cessful attempt to tallage de~esne, he issued an ordfuance fOI 
the collection of a subsidy on the wool of deni2ens, at the rate 
of half a mark on the sack and 300 woolfells, and a pound OIl 
the last. This was done by the advice of the magnates, and wae 
recalled the next year 9

• In 1333 the merchants granted tell 
shillings on the sack and woolfells and a pound on the last, but 
this also was regarded as illegal and superseded by royal ordi
nance 8. The history of these attempts is not illustrated by thE 
Rolls of the Parliament, so that it is impossible to say how fal 
the issue or withdrawal of the order received the national Sanc
tion. The national enthusiasm for the war however put a more 
formidable weapon in the king's hands. In August 1336 thE 
export of wool w~s forbidden by royal letters, and the parlia
ment which met in the following month at Nottingham granted 
a subsidy of two pounds on the sack from deni2ens,. three pounds 

Yariotyof from aliens'. In .1337 the process was reversed; in March the 
nogotlstlons. - • • 

export of wool was forbidden by statute until the king and 
council should determine how it was to be dealt with &, and thE 
king and council thus authorised imposed a custom of twc 
pounds on the sack and woolf ells; and three on the last, doubling 

1 Inrolled Accounts; rot. i. a June 30, 1333; Hale, p. 163. 
• Sept. 21, 1334: Hale, p. 163. 

, See above, pp. 398, 399; cf. Rot. ParI. ii. 123, 143. 
I Statutes, i. a80. 
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the charge in the case of aliens 1, This exaction, aithough im- P.titiOD8 

posed under the shadow of parliamentary authority, had dis- =:"':,\:'. 
tinctly the character·of a maletote, and as such the estates in 
1339 petitioned against it, praying that it might be abolished 
by statute; the commons added that, so far as they were in-
formed, it had been imposed without assent given either by 
them or by the lords", The popular excitement had risen so 
high in consequence that a revolt was threatened, and the king 
had been compelled in 1338 to use the mediation of the arch-
bishop to prevent a risingS, The financial measures of 1339 
and 1340 resulted, as we have seen', in a grant of the tenth 
fleece, sheaf and lamb in the former year, and of the ninth in 
the latter, In consideration of the :urgency of the case, the 
king having consented to abolish the maletote, the parliament 
granted an additional subsidy of forty shillings on the sack, 
the 300 woolf ells and the last s, This was intended to continue Grants 
for a year and a half', but on the expiration of the term was ~:::m%t 
continued by agreement with the merchants, and again became ::e~::ts. 
matter of petition in 1343 7, 'To the petition the king replied = the 

that as the price of wool was now fixed by statute it could not parli&m.nt. 

be affected by the maletote, and the mcreased rate was con-
tinued for three years longer with parliamentary authority, In 
1345 'the whole of the customs, with the exception. of the tax on 
wine, were farmed by twelve English merchants for £50 ,000 
yearly, the king reserving the residue of the 30,000 sacks lately 
granted, amounting to 4000 sacks; the contract was for three 
years 8, In 1346 the commonS again 9 petitioned for the removal 
of the impost, but it was alreadypiedged to the payment of the 
king's obligation to the merchant contractors. This contract 
however appears to have been abruptly terminated at the end 
of the second year. The process is repeated each time the 

1 Hale, p, 263. • Rot. ParI. ii. 104, 105; above, p ..... 00 • 
• Hale, p. 163; Foed. ii. 1025. • Above, pp. 401-402 • 

• Stat. 14 Edw. m. st. 3, c. 4; vol. i. p. 291• • 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 114; Stat. 1 .... Edw. III. st. I, C. U; vol. 1. p. 289. 
• Rot. Part ii. 138, 140• 
a The authority for this is an acccunt in the Customers' enrolled acocunts, 

found by Mr. Ha1l. 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 161. 
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impost expires; the merchants continue the grant aud the par
liament renew the authorisation, notwithstanding the petitions 
against it 1. The commons apparently consent to the renewal 
instead of insisting on their remedy, knowing that if they did 
not the king and council would collect it in virtue of their 
bargain with the merchants. The dates of these renewals have 
been given in the last chapter. On several of these occasions 
the king undertook that it should be done no more, and that 
after the expiration of the present grant the old rate should be 
restored. The statute of 1340 was appealed to as the time 
from which the innovatiou was forbidden s. The exaction, al
though felt to be heavy, was agreed to by the parliament. as 
a ~atter of necessity, the .commons clearly thinking tha~, if their 
right to impose it were now fully recognised, their claim to 
withdraw it could not be resisted when the time came. The 
result proved their wisdom; Edward would never refuse to 
grant a perpetual privilege in return for a momentary ad
vantage; so without any critical struggle the principle was 
yielded in 1340; but as in the case of the tallage, the commons 
did not trust the king; in 1348 they insisted that the mer-

Unauthor- chants should not aerain malte grants on the wool. Finally in 
iaed oustoms t) • 

!'lad. illegal 1362 and again in 1311 it was enacted by statute that ne1ther 
)D 1362 and 
1371. the merchants nor any other body should henceforth set any 

subsidy or charge upon wool without the consent of the par
liament s. The wearisome contest, so long continued. for the 
maintenance of this branch: of prerogative, comes thus to 
an end. 

Origin of The process by which denizens as well as aliens became sub-
tunnageand' tt t . d h di .. t I 
poundage. Jec 0 cus om on wme an merc an se 18 1D enc ana ogy 

with the history of the wool.~n 1.308 Edward II persuaded 

1 • Certeinz marchantz par confederacie faite entre eUll:, en coverte et 
coloure manere de usure, bargainez ove Ie roi, et cheviz sur meismes Ie! 
biens a trop grant damage de lui et grant empoverissement. de son poeple; , 
Rot. ParI. ii. 170. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 365. In 1377, • ne nul imposition mys sur Ies leynes, 
peah lanutz, quirs, si non Ie aunciene coustume ••• taut soulement, sol?n( 
l' estatut fait l' an de votre roialme q uatorzisme ;' to this the king replIes . 
• il Y a estatut ent fait quele Ie roi voet q'il estoise en sa force.' 

• Statutes, i. 374, 393; Rot. ParI. ii. 308. 
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a considerable number of Ellglish merchants to buy oft' the right 
of prise by paying two shillings a tun on wine 1; bllt the great 
majority continued their refusal to commute although they lost 
largely by the rise of prices during the wars with France. In 
1347 however, the council under Lionel of Antwerp. imposed a 
tax of two shillings on the tun and sixpence in the pound by 
agreement with the me~hants t. This was continued from 
term to term by similar negotiations: . the same rate was granted 
by the representatives of the towns under the influence' of the 
Black Prince in 1373., and in 1373 it was formally granted in 
parliament for two years; from that time, under the name of 
tuunage and poundage, with some variations of rate', it became 
a regular parliamentary grant 6. The exactions on manufac
tured cloth exported, after a short struggle on the king's part, 
were also snbjected to the control of parliament. The new 
customs . on exported cloth, foX' which English merchants were 
rated conaiderably less than aliens, were finally limited to a 
scale which. continued for centuries, while cloth which was not 
exported was liable to a small subsidy in the nature of excise 
when exposed for sale-, 

The history of the customs illustrates the pertinacity of the Importance 

commons as well as the evasive policy of the supporters of:t,~ 
prerogative; and it has a constitutional importance altogether 
out of proportion to its interest among the more picturesque 
objE\cts of history. H the king had not been induced or com-
pelled finally to surrender his claim, arid to abide both in letter 
and spirit by the terms of the 'confirmatio cartarum,' it would 
have been in his power either by allying himself with the 

1 ParI. Writs, II. ii. 18. . . . 
• Rot. Pa.rI. ii. 166, cf. p. 229 i above, p •. p6 i Sinclair, Rist. of !tevenue, 

i. 122. 
I Above, p. 444; Rot. ParI. ii. 3'0. . • 
• The tunnage from the loth of Richard II to the end of the reIgn I. 38., 

and the poundage ud. i and, except for a few years under Henry IV, the~e 
were the regulal" rate •• 

• Above, p. #6 i Rot. ParI. ii. 317 i Hale, p. 173· 
• The CWltoms on exported cloth and on panni veDale. respectively are 

an important feature in this branch of the revenue. The rate on the latter 
was 14'1. for denizens, 19d. for aliens per piece. (Hall.) 
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magnates entirely to crush the trade and independent spirit 
of the towns, or by allying himself with the merchants to tax 

N~bediff_a.dren" the body of the nation at his discretion. The commons to m _ 

~tween d showed., by their determination to make no" difference detween 
direet an .. 
Indir~ direct and indirect taxation, a much more distinct perception 
taxatIOn. • 

Th_ king's 
power,?! 
borrpwmg 
money. 

Th_J_ws .. 
a BOurce of 
BevenllB. 

of the Circumstances than appears in other parts of their 
policy. The king might be requested to live of his own, and 
so far they would relax the hold which royal necessities might 
give them over him; but, if he could not live of bis own, 
they would neither allow him to sacrifi.ce one half of the nation 
to the other, nor purchase a relief from direct imposts by 
conniving at unfair manipulation of indirect taxation. No 
attempt at unauthorised taxation of merchandise was made 
after the accession of Richard II, at least during the middle 
ages. 

278. "The financial science of the fourteenth century had 
devised no scheme for avoiding a national' debt; nor indeed 
was the idea of national debt in its barest form presented to it. 
The king was both in theory and practice the financier of the 
nation; all its expenditure was entered in the king's accounts; 
the outlay on the army and navy was registered iu the rolls of 
the Wardrobe of Edward I; and if the king had to provide 
security for a loan he did it upon his own personal credit, by 
pledging his jewels, or the customs, or occasionally the persons 
of his friends for the payment. The system of borrowing, from 
both foreigners and denizens, had been largely developed by 
Henry III, whose engagement of the credit of the kingdom to 
the pope was a stroke of financial genius that rebounded with 
overwhelming force against himself and nearly cost him his 
crown. It was however only one example of a systematic 
practice'. 

Throughout his reign, and onwards to the year 1290, the 
Jews afforded the most convenient means of raising money. 
This was done frequently, as had been usnal under the earlier 
kings, by directly taxing them; they were exempted from 
the general taxation of the country to be tallaged by them
selves; for the Je,ws, like the forests, were the special propertyl 
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of the king I, and, as a property worth careful cultivation, they Condition of 

had lia 'viI d d . lik the Jews in pecu r pn eges an a very angerous protection; e England. 
the foreign merchants they had their own tribunals, a legal and 
financial organisation of their own, which, whilst it gave them 
security against popular dislike, enabled the king at any moment 
to lay hand upon their money. Not being, like the natives, 
liable to the ecclesiastical penalties for usury, the Jews were 
able to trade freely in money, and their profits, if they bore any 
proportion to their risks, must have been extremely large. As 
a result they were disliked by the people at large and heavily 
taxed by the crown. Henry IT in II 87 exacted a fourth part Exactions 

• . from them. 
of the chattels of the Jews; John m 12IO took 66,000 marks 

, by way of ransom; Henry III in the fo~ of tallage exacted at 
various periods sums varying between IO,090 and. 60,000 

marks, and in the year 1230 took a third of their chattels; in 
u55 he assigned over the whole body of the Jews to earl 
Richard as a security for a loan. The enormous sums raised by 
way of fine and amercement show how largely they must have
engrossed the available capital of the country~.As the profitsTheire:rile 

• • demanded. 
of the 1 eWIsh money trade came out of the pockets of the king's 
native subjects, and as their hazardous position made them 
somewhat audacious speculators and at the same time ready tools 
of oppression, the better sense of the country coincided with 
the religious prejudice in urging their banishment. S. Lewis in 
1252 expelled them from Franc{l; in England, Simon de Mont-
fort persecuted them. Grosseteste advised their banishment 
for the relief of the English whom they oppressed, but he 
declared that tlie guilt of their usury was shared by the princes 
who favoured them, and he did ilOt spare the highest persons in 
the realm in his animadversionss• The condition of the Jews 

I By the statute' De la Jeu~rie,' Statutes, i. 221, 222, of the reign of 
Edward I, every Jew over twelve years old paid threepence annually at 
Easter, • de taillage au roy ky serf i1 est;' and every ?ne over Beven ye!'r8 
old wore a yellow badge, 'en fourme de deus tables Joyntes. According' 
to Sinclair, i. 107, quoting Stevens, p. 79, the tallage.in the third year of 
Edward I was threepence a head, in the fourth year fourpence. The 
statute probably belongs to the year 1275. See Madox, Exch. p. 177, 
note r. 

• Madox, Hist. Exch. pp. 150-178. 
• He writes to the countess of Winchester thus: .1 Intimatum namque 
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was felt to be -discreditable to the nation; the queen Eleanor of 
Provence was their steady enemy, and her son Edward I shared 

~~d!n.for. her antipathy. An early statute of his reign 1 forbade usury 
Banishment with special reference to the Jewa, and in 1290 they were 
of tho Jews. banished. This act of course was an exercise of considerable 

self-denial on the part of the crown, and the drain of money 
which resulted was no doubt one cause of Edward's pecuniary 
difficulties which occurred in 1294; but the expulsion was felt 
as a great relief by the nation at large, and it cut off one of the 
most convenient means by which the king could indirectly tax 
his people. It does not appear, however, that Edward himself 
had to any great extent used the Jews as his bankers. . 

'!~:,:ro)'. The employment of foreign bankers for the purpose of raising 
~n. money by loan, anticipating revenue, or collecting taxes, had 

been usual under Henry III, and possibly had begun as early as 
the reign of John, who had constantly furnished his envoys at 

-Rome with letters of credit for the large sums which they 
required for travelling expenses and bribes. It is unnecessary 
for our present purpose to trace these negotiations further back; 
but the extent of the, foreign dominions of Henry IT, and the 
adventurous policy of Richard I, had· opened _ England to the 
foreign speculators, and laid the foundation for a system of: 

EXpaDBion of international banking 9. Under Henry ill, however, the system 
!~~:~tem had expanded, one chief cause being the exactions of the court 
Henry III. of Rome, which involved the maintenance of a body of collectors 

and e~changers. Like the J ewe, these money dealers lent them
selves to the oppressions of the alien favourites; and the Caorsini 
and their fellows. shared the popular hatred with t11e Poictevins 
and Savoyards, whose agents they frequently were. From the 

est mihi quod J udaeos quos dominus Leircestriensis de municipio BUO ex
pulit, ne ChristianoB in eodem manentes ampliua usuris immisericorditer 
opprimerent, vestra diSPOBUit excellentia super terram vestram recolligere . 
• • • Principes quoque, qui de usuria quas Judaei a Christianis extorserunt 
aliquid accipiunt, de rapina vivunt, et sanguinem eorum quos tueri debe-j 
rent sine misericordia comedunt, bibunt et induunt;' Epistt. ed. Luard, 
pp. 33, 36• I 

1 Usury was forbidden them by the statute' de 180 J euerie;' Statutes, 
i. 231; cf. Madol[, p. 177; Pike, Rist. of Crime, i. 4628q. . 

• On the whole of this subjeot see Mr. Bond's valuable article and col· 
lection of documents ~ the 28th volume of the ArChaeologia. 
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beginning of the reign" of Edward I we find the Italian bankers 
regularly engaged in the royal service. Edward was encum
bered with his father's debts, and his own initiatory expenses 
were increased by the cost of his crusade and his long detention 

, in France in 1274. His first financial measure, the introduc- Italian 

tion of the great custom on wool, ~as carried out with the ::::~~ed by 

assistance of the Lucca bankers, who acted as receivers of the Edward 1. 

customs from 1276 to 12921. The new source of income was 
in fact pledged to them before it became due. In 1280 mer-
chants of Lucca and Oudenarde received the fifteenth granted 
by the estates '. Ten different companies of Florentine and 
Lucchese merchants were engaged in the wool t~ansa.ctions of 
1294 ". In 1304 the Friscobaldi of Florence were employed to The ~is-

. h d oobaldi. receive t e new customs grante by the foreign merchants, and 
throughout the reign of Edward IT the Friscobaldi and Bardi 
shared the king's unpopularity. The national records of these 
two reigns are filled with notices of payments made on account 
of sums bestowed by way of indemnity for loss incurred in the 
royal service. 'Under Edward TIl these notices are rarer, partly ~=::'ta. 
because that king negotiated more easily with Flemish and 
English merchants, but chiefly perhaps because he did not pay 
his debts. The bankruptcy of the Florentine bankers in 1345 
went a long way towards closing this way of procuring money, 
and must have damaged the credit of Edward a.ll over the con-
tine~t; in 1352 the commons complained that the ~mbard 
merchants had suddenly quitted the country with their money, 
and without paying their debts '. The Flemish merchants 
however showed more astuteness than the Italians; they oh-
tained from Edward III and his great lords tangible security 
for their debts; the crown of England and the royal jewels 
were more than once pawned s. The earl of Derby was detaim:d 
in prison for the debts of Edward ill, as Aymer de Valence had 
been for those of Edward II; the merchants of Brabant in 
1340 insisted, according to the story, on arresting the arch-

. 1 Hale, p. 154; ParL Write, i. 381; Madox, Rist. Exch. pp. j;3~, 537· 
• Bond, p. 280. • ~~d. pp. 284, 285:.. • Rot. ParI. u. 240 • 

I Foed. n. 1213, U29; Ui. 7. 12. 
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bishop of Canterbury as surety for payment!; and the king 
himself declared that· he was detained very much like a pri
soner at Brussels. The English mercbants, who succeeded to 
the ungrateful task of satisfying the king's necessities, fared no 
better than the aliens; the commons in 1382 told the king that 
'utter destruction' had been the common fate of those who, like 
William de la Pole, Walter Chiryton"and others, had negotiated 
the king's loans I. 

Loan. from These negotiations were not confined to professional agents: 
priDoeoand 
popes. the princes of the Netherlands were ready and able to lend, 

the great feudatories of the French crown were among the 
royal creditors, and more than one of the popes lent to the 
king not only the credit of his name but sums of money told 
down, the payment of which was secured by a charge on the 
"revenue of royal estates. 

The nation All these transactions have one common "element: to whom-
was expectad h k' b . d b d th· h ", 1 • to pay, and soever t e mg ecame In e te e nation was t e u tlmate 
paid. paymaster; either the parliament was asked for additional 

grants which could not be refused, or the treasury became in
solvent, all the ordinary revenue being devoted to pay the 
credito"rs, and the" administration of the country itself was 
carried on by means of tallies. The great mischief that would 
have arisen from repudiation compelled the parliaments to 
submit, but this necessity called forth more strongly than 
before the determination to examine into royal economies and 
especially into the application of the national contributions. 

Loans from Besides these, however, moneys were largely borrowed from 
the prelates, • di·d I d . . h TIT h H III towns, and In VI ua s an communities at ome. "e ave seen enry 
monaateri... II 'h· I d b fi t 'b t' persona y canvassmg IS pre ates an arous or con rl u IOns 

of the kind. The special J.legotiations with the several com
munities for grants of money may even under Edward I have 
taken the form of loan, but after the concessions of 1297 they 
could take no other. If it was necessary for any reason to 
anticipate the revenue, the clergy or the towns could be com
pelled to lend. Thus in 13IIs Edward II borrowed largely 

t Above, p" 40+ • Rot. ParI. iii, 133. 
• In 13II Edward n obtained a subsidy from certain' fideIes' and 
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from the towns and monasteries; in 1313 he borrowed nearly LoaDS to 

ten thousand pounds from the bishops, chapters, and religious ~;;''':!~~d 
houses, to be repaid out of the next grant made in parliament~:' the 

or in convocation; in 1314, 1315, and 1316 similar sums were 
raised in this wayt, and the plan was followed by Edward III 
and Richard II. As the money was already paid, the lenders, 
when they met in council, had really no alternative but to 
release the king from repayment. The· raising of money by 
a vote of the clerical estate in convocation does not seem to 
have been considere~ as a breach of the letter of the ' Confir .. 
matio Cartarum.' Yet it appears, at first sight, more distinctly 
in contravention of that act than the exaction of tallage and 
custom. Nor can it be asserted that the grants made in con- Votes o! 

. d .. . money In 
vocation were reporte m parlIament, so that the)' became in Convocation, 

that way a part of the parliamentary grant; that was occa-' 
sionally done, just as occasionally the grant was made by the 
clerical proctors in parliament; but generally the clergy met 
at a different time and place from the parliament; they were 
very jealous of any attempt made by the parliament to control 
or even to suggest the amount of their vote, and they declined 
as much as they could to accept the character of a seculaI' 
court even for the most secular part of ~ationaI business. The 
idea that the clerical aids were free gifts made by the clergy 
out of their liberality to the king's needs, or for national de-
fence, was probably found so convenient that no one insisted 
on maintaining the letter of the law; on the one hand it saved 
the clergy from the penalties of disobedience to the canon law 
8S expressed in the bull of Boniface VIII; on the other it 

• probi homines' of Norfolk and Suffolk, for which he issued letters under. 
taking that the payment should not prejudice them; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 
3+ This may have been of the nature of a loan; and the instructions 
given to the townsmen of Oxford, Canterbury, &c., and to the religious 
houses of the neighbourhood, to listen to what Ingelard de Warle should 
tell them on the king's behalf (ibid. p. 31) probably referred to a similar 
negotiation, either for men or m~ney; ~:e below, p. 569' Other loans 
were raised from towns; ParI. Wnte, II. 11. 35, 36. 

1 For the loans of 1313 see Pari. Writs, II. ii. 64 sq.; for those of 1314, 
. ibid. pp. 78 sq.; f~r those of 13[5, ibid.,pp. 87 sq., 97 s~:; for those of Ed: 
ward III Foed. i1. 1040, 1064, 1107, 1116,1206,1314,111.68,233, &c., &c., 
and for the attempts of ;Richard II, Rot. ParI. iii. 62, 64, 82, &C. . 
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enabled the king to dispense witli or to diminish the preHsure 
of parliamentary negotiation; nor did the laity in parliament 
ever propose to relieve the clergy if they were willing to give. 
As the dergy moreover paid in co=on with the towns the 
higher rate of contrihution on their estimated revenue they 
really gave little occasion for jealousy. The value of taxable 
property during the fourteenth century did not vary very 

Importance much; the annual sum of £20,000 which was the amow1t of 
of the cleri· 
cal grant. a clerical tenth was a very important item in a royal revenue 

which did not ,perhaps ordinarily exceed £80,000; it was 
easily collected, and paid, if not willingly, at leilst um·esistingly. 
The clergy however were, as we have seen, not less alive than 
were the laity to the opportunity of making their own con
ditions and of securing some check on the application of their 
grants. 

The right of 2 79. Next in importance to the unconstitutional practice 
p1lrveyanoe. • • . 

of ralsmg money by tallage, custom, and' loan, WIthout the 
co-,operation of parliament, may be ranked the prerogative 
right of purveyance 1, and its accompanying demands of Sel"

vice to ~e paid for at the lowest rate and at the pnrchaser's 
convenience,-often not to be paid for at all. There can be 
little doubt that this practice, which was general throughout 
Europe, was a very old privilege of the crown, that, wherever 
the court moved or the king had an establishment, he and his 
servants had a recognised right to llUY provisions at the lowest 
rate, to compel the owners to sell, and to pay at their own 
time. It was not like the feorm-fultum of the Anglo-Saxon 
kings or the firma recorded in Domesday, a fixed charge on 
distinct estates and communities, but rather akin to the an
cient 'right of fodrum or annona militaris exercised by the 
Frankish kings, who when engaged in an expedition took 
victuals and provender for their horses, or to the procurations 
levied by prelates on visitation I. It had also much in common 

1 Hallam, Middle Ages, ill. 148. ' 
• The right of purveyance implied payment, and is thus distinguished 

from the procurations; see Waits, Deutsche Verfassungs-geschichte, iv. 
J 4. :But except in the matter of payment it is almost identical with the 
fodrum, which had its analogies in Anglo-Saxon institutions. Of such a, 
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with the prerogative of p~ exercised on the owners of 
wine and other merchandise for the relief of the Jdng's neces
sities, which prerogative very probably grew out of a still more 
primitive form of purveyance 1. The early history of the prac
tice in England is obscure; the abuse of it may have been of 
comparatively late origin, or its early traces may be lost in the 
gen~ral oppressions, so that it comes to light only when men 
begin to formulate their grounds of complaint. Archbishop Arohbishop 
Islip, whose letter on the subject addressed to Edward III has Islip'Blettbr. 
been already quoted I, refers the initiation of the abuse to 
Edward II and his courtiers; forty years before he wrote, it 
had, he says, begun to be burdensome'; and, as he became arch" 
bishop in 1349, the traditionary era coincides with the parlia-
ment of 1309, in which purveyance was the first subject 
of complaint. It had however been touched by legislationE&rlylegial" 

h 1· . th t h f . the . .. .tion on the muc ear ler, In e grell carter 0 12 I 5, In proVlBlons subject of 
of 1258, in the dictum of Kenilworth in 1266, and in the,Purveyance. 
statute of Westminster in 12'5. In Magna Carta we find that 
the right was claimed by the constables of the royal castles 4, 

who are forbidden to exact it; the statute of Westminster, in 
its first clause, limits and provides a remedy for the common 
abuse.' It was not expressly renounced in the confirmation of 
the charters I, but legislation was again attempted in the second 
of the Articuli svper Cartas of 1300. According to the rehearsal 

kind was the custom of billeting the king's servants, his hawks and hounds, 
on the religious houses, which is often mentioned in the charters. , 

1 See above; p, 549, note 4-
a Above, pp. 39 .... 423. ' , 
•• mud euim maledictum praerogativnm tuae curiae, videlicet capere. 

res aliquaa pro minori pretio quam venditor velit dare, coram Deo est 
dampnabile. Sed modo est tantum induratum et nsitatum in tua curia e~ 
tempore patris tui et avi tui. quod jam duravit per XL annos at sic ti,bl 
videtur praeacrlptum illnd maledictum praerogativnm ;,' Specull1Il! Regis, 

o.t 
Articles 28-31. , 

• In 1297, on the 26th of August, immediately after the king had sailed 
(above, p. 145), the judges at the Guildhall proclaimed on behalf of the 
king and his Bon that for the future no prise should be taken of bread, 
beer, meat, fish, ~ horses, corn. or anything else, by land ,or by water, 
in the city or without. withoui the consent of the owner. This w~ before 
the Charters were formally confirmed, and xnay have been a Bpecial boon 
io the Londoners; ·Lib. Cust, p. 72 • 
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Reotraint of this statute the king and his sei-vants wherever they went took 
impcoedin 
'300· the goods of clerks and . laymen without payment, or paying 

much less than the value; it is ordered that henceforth such 
purveyance shall .be made only for the king's house, that it 
shall not be taken without agreement with the owner, in due 
proportion to the needs of the house' and for due payments; 
the taking of undue purveyance is punishable with dismissal 
and imprisonment, and, if done without warrant, is to be 

Petitions treated as felony. Notwithstanding this enactment, and the 
in %)09, 

demand for its execution, made in the parliament of Lincoln 
in 1301, in 1309 purveyance is the first of the gra~amina 
llrese;nted to parliament, and, by a promise that the law l!hould 

and 1310. be enforced, Edward obtained a grant of a twenty-fifth 1.' But 
the following year the complaints were renewed in the petition 
which led to the appointment of the ordainers I: the state had 
been so much impoverished by the king's follies that he had 
no means of maintaining his household but by extortions which 
his servants practised on the goods of Holy Church and of the 
poor people without paying . anything, contrary to the great 

Forbidden charter. The practice,was forbidden by the tenth of the Ordi
by the 
Ordinances; nances 8, and Edward, when he revoked the Ordinances, con-
:'v~J~: firmed the statute made in 1300 by his father'. No legislation 
in I~". however' seems to have been strong ~nough to check it; it fills 

-the petitions addressed to the parliament; ilOt only the king 
but his SODS and servants everywhere claim the right; it is the 

Legislation frequent theme of the chroniclers; and it is the subject of ten 
of 1362. 

statutes in the reign of Edward ill, by the last of which, 
passed in 1362, the king declares that of his own will he 
abolishes both the name and the practice itself; only for the 
personal wants of the king and q,ueeD. is purveyance in future 
to be suffered, and the hateful name of purveyors is changed 
for that of buyers G. It is probable that this statute really 
effected a reform; legislation however, though less frequently 

1 Writs for the trial of officers who had acted dishonestly in regard to 
prisage were issued Dec. 18. 1309; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 24. 

• Liber Custumarum, p. 199; above, p. 340. 
S Above, p. 346. 
, Rot. Pul. i.456. • Statutes, i. 371. 
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required, was occasionally called for; in the times of civil war 
pnrveyance was revived as a terrible instrument of oppression, 
and was not finally abolished until Cl,iarles II resigned it along 
with the other antiquated rights of the crown. 

The prerogative of purveyance included; besides the right ofExacti~n of , 

preemption of victuals, the compulsory use of horses and carts ~=~':ll 
and even the enforcement of personal labour 1. In the midst of :~.!~
ploughing or harvest the husbandman was liable to be called on 
to work, and to lend his horses for the service of the court, or 
of any servant of the king who had sufficient personal influence 
to enable him to use the king's name. It is difficult to conceive 
an idea of any custom which could make royalty more unpopular, 
for it"brought the most irritating details,of despotill sovereignty 
to bear upon the humblest subject. Nor can the maintenance of 
such a right be defended as a matter of policy or expediency; it 
might be advisable, under the pressure of circumstances, in Ilsse 
of a hurried march 01' on ~eat oecasiona of ceremony, that the 
king's household should be protected against the extortion of 
high prices for the necessaries of life; but the systematic use of 
what at the best should only have been an occa~onal expedient 
betrays either a deliberate purpose of oppression or"a neglect of 
the welfare of the people which was as imprudent as it was 
criminal. The abuse of purveyance accounts for the national A groat 

• cau.ae of un~ 
hatred of Edward II, and for the failure of Edward III to Ilon- POPularit1. 

ciliate the affection of the people, and helps us to understand" 
why even Edward I was not a popular king. But it was un
constitutional as well as unwise. The goods and services ex-
torted by the king's servants were paid for, if they were paid for 
at all, with tallies, on the production of which the unfortunate 

1 See above, p. 423, note I. 'Item aliquando contingit quod aliqni de 
familia tua volunt habere homines, equos et carectas in una parochia; illi 
de parochia conveniunt cum eis pro dimidia marca vel plus vel minus ut 
pOBsint domi remanere et non laborare in tuo servitio; die sequenti 
veniunt alii de familia tua et capiunt homines equo8 et carectas in eadem 
parochia, qnamvis ~li qni dede~"!"t, ~dium marcae crediderunt securi
tium habuisse; et Ideo cave tlbl! Islip, Spec. Reg. c. 3. One of the 
charges against William Longch~p in 1190 was ~t he e~ed the 
service of horses from the monastenes; see Ben. Pet. n. 106. The Impress
ment of carts and horses is forbidden by the 30th a.rticle of the Charter of 
J 3I 5; Select Charters, p. 300• 
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'owner, attbe next taxllig, was relieved to the ilmomit of his 
claims. He was therefore taxed beforehand not only against 
his will but in the most vexatious way. 

~'!f~:' 280. Nor did the abuse end here; not only individuals but 
the oounti .... whole counties were harassed by the Bame means: on one m:ca

sion the sheriff is ordered to fil;rnish supplies; beef, pork, corn, 
for the coronation festival or for the meeting of parliament; on 
another he is directed to levy a. supply of corn to victual the 
army1; the supply is to be allowed fro~ the issUes of the shires 

Commi..nons or in the collection of the next aid. Enforced labour at the
of Array. 

Growth of 
the system 
of Com
Dlissions. 

king's wages is extended even to military service; the commiS
sion of array becomes little else than a purveyance of soldierS, 
a.rms, and provisions, a.nd the ancient duty a~d institution of 
training under the assize of arms is ,confounded, in popular be
lief and in the system of ministerial oppression, with the hateful 
work of impressment. The commission of array affords a good 
instance of the growth of a distinct abuse from a gradual con
fusion of rights and duties into a tyrannical and unconstitutional 
'exaction,-a growth so gradual that it is almost impossible to 
say when and where the unconstitutional element comes in. The 
duty of every man to arm himself for the purpose of defence and 
for the maintenance of -the public peace, a duty which in the 
form of the fyrd lay upon every landowner, and under the assize 
of arms And statute of Winchester on the whole' communa li
berorum;' the duty of the sheriff to examine into the efficiency 
of equipment as a part of the available stz-t:ngth of the shire;_ 

1 These instances are in close, analogy with the annona militaris or 
fodrom: above, p. 564. In 1301 the sheriffs are ordered to furnish corn to 
be paid for out of the fifteenth: Parl Writs, i 403: in 1306 purveyance 
of corn for the army seems to be allowed to the sheriffs in passing their 
accounts; ibid. p. 374. - So in 1297 supplies of meat were levied; above, 
p. 139. Under Edward II in 1307 the sheriffs are ordered to pay for the 
provisions taken for the coronation, out of the funds in their hands, 
• absque injuria cuiquam inferenda, propter quod si super ilIo clamor ad 
nos perveuiat, nos ad te puuitione gravissima capiemus;' Foed. ii. 26. In 
1312, 1313. and 1314, purveyance is ordered for the meeting of parlia
ment, the payments to be made at the Exchequer; ParI. Writs, II. ii. 54. 
55, 63 sq., 82 sq. In I330 the counties of Dorset and Somerset complain 
of the purveyance of corn and bacon taken by the sheriff; Rot. ParI. ii. 40 • 

In 1339 commissions of purveyance were issued and hl\Btily recalled i 
ibid. ii. 106. The petitions on the subject are very numerous; purveyance 
for Calais is a matter of complaint in I351 and 1352 ; ibid. ii. 337, 240. 



xvu.]' 

the right of the king to accept a contingent from each community 
to be maintained by the contributions of those who were left at 
home, all acceptance which had been welcomed by the nation as 
a relief from general obligation: such duties and rights were of 
indisputable antiquity and legality. The right of the king to 
demand the service of labourers and machinists at fair wages 
was a part of the system of purveyance, and the impressment 
adopted by Edward I was probably a reform rather than an 
abuse of that right. Yet out of the combination of these three, 
the assize of arms, the custom of furnishing a quota, and the 
royal right of impressment, sprang the unconstitutionlil commis
sion of array. This existed in full force only in the worst times 
of the reigns of Edward II and Edward III, but in its origin it 
d~tes much farther back, even to the days when William Rufus 
could call out the fyrd' and rob the men of the money with which 
their counties had supplied them for travelling expenses. Nor Gran!" of 

was the practice of making a grant of men, like a grant of money,:~ 
altogether. strange to the commune concilium; Henry III had 
accepted a grant of one labourer from each township to work 
the engines at the siege of Bedford. What the council could 
grant, the king could take without a grant; the same king could 
impress by one writ all the carpenters of a whole county. Such 
expedients were however under Henry III ouly a part of the 
general policy of administration; after E,dward I had infused 
the spirit of law and order they became exceptional, and, as an 
exception to his general system, the demand of service in arms 
from the whole nation at home and abroad caused the loud com
plaints of his subjects in 1297; only as exceptional can it be 
justified on the plea of necessity. No such plea could be alleged 
under Edward II. Edward I moreover had always paid the Payment of 

wages of his forc~d levies; under Edward II the counties and wages. 

even the townships were called upon to pay them; they were 
required to provide arms not prescribed by the statute of Win-
chester, to pay the wages of the men outside of their own area, 
and even outside of the kingdom itself. In 13 Ill, whilst the 

I May 20: 'hominibus illis peditibos va.lia sua pro septem septimanis 
sumptibos dict&rum villarum. 1ninistmri ;' possibly this was done by a 
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ordainers were employed in drawing up the Ordinances, Ed
ward IT, without consulting parliament, applied to the several 
llounties for the grant of an armed man from each township to 
be paid for seven weeks at the expense of the township; on con
sulting the barons however, and perhaps after a remonstrance 
from them, he withdrew the request. In 1314, after 'the battle 
of Bannockburn, commissions' of array were issued for the elec
tion of soldiers to be paid by the townships 1, and in 1315 a full 
armament according to the statute of Winchester was ordered; 
all men, capable of bearing arms were to prepare themselves for 
forty days' serviceS; and there was a similar levy in 13163. It 
seems to have made little difference whether the king was acting 
with or against the authority of the Ordinances. On two occa
sions, in 1316' and 1322&, the parliament granted a vote of men 
to be provided by the communities of the shires, when the towns 
made a grant of money; but each time, in a subsequent assembly 
of the knights of the shire, the grant of men was commuted for 
a contribution in money. But if the parliament could autho
ritatively make such a grant, the king could ask it as a favour 
of the communities without consulting parliament. In 13186 he 
requested the citizens of London and other large towns to furnish 
armed men at their own' cost, undertaking that it should not 
prejudice them in future; in 13221 both before and after the 
battle of Boroughbridge he made the same request and took 
money in commutation. In 1324 however the king, or the 
Despensers in his name, ventured without consulting parliament 

separate negotiation with the county courw similar to that by which 
Edward was raising money at the time j Bee above, p. 563. He wrote on 
the s&me d&y to the earl of L&ncaster and other gre&t lords, &eking their 
consent to the aid j but on the 5th of J Illy the commissions were with
drawn and the money spent was repaid j Pari. Writs, II. i. 408, 414. 

I P&rl. Writs, II. i. 431. • Ibid. 457. • Ibid. 479· 
, The service required in 1316 W&s for sixty d&ys; it was redeemed by 

a grant of a sixteenth; Bee above, p. 356 j Pari. Writs, II. i. 157,464; 
Sinclair, Hist. of Revenue. i. II9 • 

• The service in 1333 ,W&s for forty days j Pari. Writs, II. i. 573 i ii. 
186. 

• ParI. Writs, II. i. 50~, 510. 
, Pari. Writs, II. i. 556.557.566. Even after the parliamentary grant 

of 1322 Edward continued his' earnest requests' for additional grants of 
men from the towns i ibid. 579 i and for inoreased force, the wages of 
which he would pay; ibid. 578, 597. 
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to demand a similar aid: on the 6th of August, in alarm at the 
threat of invasion, Edward issued letters patent in which he de
clared that the array of arms under the statute of Winchester 
was unsuitable and insufficient for national defence, and that 
therefore .' de consilio nostro ' it was ordained that in each county 
a certain number of men should be equipped with sufficient 
armour at the expense of the county 1. This' purveyance ofPurveY&Ilco 
armour' tempted the avarice of the king's servants, and the de- i'! =ur 
mand was shortly afterwards considerably reduced, the conduct 
of the purveyors being subjected to severe scrutiny I, The failure Dislike of 

• the system. 
of the expedient m 1311 and 1314, and its commutation even 
when fortified with parliamentary authority in 1316 and 1322, 
show that it was viewed with repulsion and alarm. The prin
ciple on which it rested was called in que~tion by the first par
liament of Edward TIL A petition 'was presented that the 
• gentz de commune' might not be distrained to arm themselves 
at their own cost contrary to the statute of Winchester, or to 
serve beyond the limits of their counties except at the ~g's.cost 8. 

This was established by statute in a modified forln, and it was =~d.r 
enacted that except in case of invasion it should not be done'. Edward ilL 

Another petition states the abuse of the commissions of array: 
such commissio~s had been issued to certain persons in the several 
counties to array men-at-arms and to pay them and convey them 
to Scotland or Gascony at the cost of the commons, arrayers and 
conveyers, without receiving anything from the king: whereat 

1 P&rl. Writs, II. L 668: 'considerantes etiam quod dictum statutum 
tempore domini Edw&rdi quondam rega Angliae patms nostri pro conser· 
vatione pacis, tempore pacia etiam. periculo extero non ingruente, ordi
natum fuit, et quod pro prompta defensione nostra et dicti regni contra 

. Bubitos et inopinatos aggresSU8 dicti regis (Franciae) praeter formas ~ro· 
clamationis et statuti praedictorum majorem et fortiorem potentiam 
aliorum hominum peditum armatorum oportet necessario nos habere,.de 
consilio nOBtro ••• ordinavilllus.' The particular Borts of armour &re then 
prescribed; the armour is to be kept in the towns until the levies &re 
ready, and after the campaign it is to be carefully preserved and used for 
training under a new form to be afterw&rds issued. • 

• On the 19th of November (P&rl. Writs, II. L 677) the king ordered 
that the purveyance of haubergeoDs and plate armour ahould cease. but 
that the men required should be &rWed with &ketons, bacinets, gauntlets, 
and other infantry &rmS. 

• Rot. P&rl. ii. 10, art. 9. 
, Statutes, i. a55; 1 Edw. IlL st. a, o. 5. 
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the co=ons, the arrayers and the conveyers, were gr~atIy ag
grieved: the killg's answer recorded in the statute was that it 
should be done so no more J. One of the charges brought against 
Mortimer in 1330 was that he had obtained from the knights at 
the parliament of Winchester. a grant of men to serve in Gas
cony at the cost of the townships I. No sooner however was the 
pressure of war felt than the practice was resorted to again. In 
1339 the men provided for the Scottish war were directed by 
the parliament to be paid by their counties until they reached 
the frontier, and from thence onwards by the king s. The sta
tute of 1327 was contravened, by competent authority perhaps, 
but withont being repealed. As a natural consequence the king 
regarded himself as freed from his obligation. In 1344 and 
1346 the commons urged loudly the breach of faith involved in 
this: notwithstanding their liberal grants and the king's equally 
liberal promises, there were issued from day to day commissions' 
to array allover England men-at-arms, hobelours, and archers; 
the weapons were charged to the commons; victuals were levied 
from the commons without any payment, and the horses of the 
king and prince were in several places lodged at the heavy cost 
of the commons. Edward in reply urged the authority of par
liament, the necessity of the case, and the existence of a remedy 
in case of oppression '. Warned by this answer the commons in 
the next parliament declilJed to advise the king as to the main
tenance of the war and petitioned again; the king promised re
dress 'sauvee totefoiz la prerogative Go' The commissions take 

1 Rot. Pul. ii. 8; 'ensement pur ceo que commissiouns aunt este mandez 
&8 certeinz persones del ditz countes de araier gentz d'armes et a paier, de 
eux mener in Esccce, et en Gascoyne, &8 custages· de III. commune et des 
araioura et menoura, sauntz rien pren~e de roy, dount III. commune et lea 
araiours et menours ount est greve grantment; dount ils prient remedie, 

. issint que quant Ie roy envoit aea commiBBiouns pur choses que luy 
touchent, que III. execucion ceo face a custagea Ie roy, et que nul ne soit. 
destreint de aler en Esooce ne en Gascoyne, nule part hors de realme, ne 
de autre service faire que a se~ tenementz ne devient de ~oit a faire.' 
, Quant al point tochante III. commission des arraiours et des menonrs des 
gentt, il semble au oonseil, qe mea ne soit fait;' ibid. p. II. It was 
ordered by statute; l Edw. III. st. 2, c. 7 ; Statutes, i. 256• . 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 52, • Rot. ParI. ii. 1I0. . 
• Rot. Pul. ii. 159,160. See above, p. 415. . 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 165, 166; petition 16. See also Rot. ParI. ii. 170, 171• 
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their place with the maletote and purveyance among the stand-
ing grievances; and the remedy is equally long in coming. In Legislation 
1352 it was prayed that no one who was not bound by his tenure of 135" 

should be compelled to farnisharmed men, unless by common 
assent and grant made in parliament1• The petition was granted 
and incorporated in a statute', which was confirmed in the 
fourth year of Henry IV s. Neither royal promise nor legislation IlIS1l1Iiciency 
h uBi • tl ful t . b h h of legislation owever was s Clen y power 0 restram a uses, alt oug to restrain 
during the latter years of Edward ill and the comparatively tho abWlO. 

peaceful reign of Richard the complaints are less loud than 
before. 

281. Besides the con~rivances just enumerated, by which thelllinor 
royal prerogative, enabled the king, indirectly or directly, con- :.~::. of 
trary to the law and spirit of the constitution, to tax his 
subjects, there were other means of doing ,the same thing in 
a more' circuitous way: the management of the coinage for ~fits on 
instance, which was on the continent a most fertile expedient comage. 

of tyranny. This is a matter of considerable interest, but its 
history does not furnish data sufficiently distinct to be cal-' 
culated along with the more direct means of oppression. We 
have noted the early severities of Henry I against the fraudu-
lent moneyers, the accusation of connivance brought against 
Stephen, the changes of coinage under Henry II. That king 
bas the credit of restoring the silver coinage to its standard 
of purity, which, except in the latter years of Henry VITI 
and in the reign of Edward VI, was never afterwards impaired. 
Under Henry ill and Edward I the introduction of foreign 
coin and the' mutilation of the English currency sllOok the 
national confidence, and the edicts of the latter king as well 
as those of Edward II seem to have been insufficient to restore 
it. The parliament of 130'1' however, by authorising the Coinage 

. h f h . to rt . rogulatAld by existing currency, asserted the ng tot e nahon asce am l'arliament. 
the purity of the coinage i in the thirtieth of the Ordinances 
the king is forbidden to make an exchange or alteration ot the 
currency except by' the common counsel of the baronage and 

i Petition 13 ; Rot. ParI. ii. 239. 
• Sta.tutes, ii. 137. 

• Statutes, i. 328. 
• Above, p. 330, note I. 
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in parliament 1; and frequent legislation in the course of the 
century shows that the right was maintained so far as the 
legislature could bind the executive power. None of the kings 

. however need be suspected of conniving at any direct abuse in 
this matter t. 

282. It w0!lld greatly assist us in forming a judgment· as to 
the amount of justification or excuse that could be alleged on 
behalf of the kings in their exercise of prerogative, if we could 
calculate what the amount of their regular income really was; 
and probably materials are in existence which might furnish the 
laborious student with trustworthy conclusions on the point. 
But the labour of working through these materials would be 
stupendous, and the results- of such investigation can scarcely 
be looked for in . this generation. We have however several 
detached volumes of accounts and occasional estimates which on 
particular items leave little to be desired. The royal income 
from the crown lands, escheats, and ordinary revenue, is the 

,most difficult to calculate because of its perpetual variations • 
. The produce of the customs has been estimated with some 
approach to exactnessS ; the grants from the clergy can be 
exactly determined; and the Rolls of Parliament contain several 
estimates, not always to be relied on, of the amount of the lay 
grants. In the Wardrobe- Accounts and Issue Rolls of the 
Exchequer we have records of expenditure, the usefulness of 
which is diminished by the fact that we cannot separate ordinary 
from occasional outlay and must therefore leave a very large 
margin in all conclusions. The general statements of contem
porary historians are~ it is believed, utterly unworthy of credit j 
they are estimates founded on_ the merest gossip of the times; 
and in many instances the results· of calculations that seem 
in the last d~gree chimerical: in co~mon with all medieval 

1 Statutes, i. J65. 
• See Ruding, Annals of the Coinage, i. J7, 18. The petitions on the 

subjects are very numerous, but the abuses are owing to the currency of 
forei4n coins, or to the want of a new issue of English silver; the old 
money was clipped, not debased. 

• A large quantity of new data on this SUbject, so far as con~ems the 
port of London, is furnished by Mr. Hall in hiB Appendix to the History 
of the CustOlnB Revenue, ii. 301-273. 
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generalisations as to numbers, they partake of the primitive indis
tinctness which has been remarked in the Homeric computations, 
and are in singular contrast with the scrup~ous accuracy in 
matters of names and dates which the most critical judgment 
will not refuse to acknowledge in the annalists of this period. 

The Wardrobe Account of the year 1300 certifies the amount Accounts of 
• •• ~ ~ the year 

of royal receIpts and expendIture dUrIng that year: the sum of '300-

receipts is .£58,155 168. zd.; the sum of expenditure .£64,105 
01. 5d.' This was a year of ~ctive but. not costly hostilities 
with Scotland, and was not marked by any extraordinary taxa
tion. The account seems to be very exact, but no doubt some 
margin must be allowed for the supplies received in kind from 
the royal estates. 

The Issue Roll of the year 1370 exhibits an expenditure ofAccoun~of 
'£155,715 128. lid.-, and that of 1346 is described ascontaining~~~.an 
an account of £154,139 17'. 5d.~ Both of these were years 
of great military preparation and extravagant expenditure; 
taxation also was extremely heavy. The estimated expenditure FAltimate of 

. 1"338-1340. 
of Edward III between July 20, 1338, and May 25, 1340, 
a period of unexampled outlay, was '£337,104 98. 4d.' The~:::.tslrt 
Wardrobe Account!! of Edward II vary in a most extraordinary 
manuer; the expenditure of 1316-1317 is .£61,032 98. Hid.; 
that of 1317-1318 is .£36,866 16s. 3id.; and that of 1320-

1321 is '£45,343 IIS. lIid.s The variation may be accounted 
for probably by the fiLct that, whilst in the first of these 
years the kingdom was comparatively peaceful and under the 

I Wardrobe Account, or Liber Quotidianus Contrarotulatoris Garderobae ; 
ed. Topham, 1787; pp. 15,360. 

• IB8ue Boll of Thomas de Brantingham, bishop of Exeter, for the forty
fonrth year of Edward III. The Bum of the first half of the year is 
given in the roll itself, £78,516 138. 8~d.; the second half, which I have 
added np, amounts to £77,198 188. sa., but I cannot certify its exact 
accuracy. 

• Forster on the Customs, Intr. p. 31; qnoted by Sinclair, i. 138. 
Forster found the sum recorded on the Pell or Issue Roll of the year. 
A BUmmary of the Issne Rolls of the reign of Edward III is gi~en by 
Sir James H. Ramsay in the Antiquary, vol. i. pp.IS8, J59. He est~~tes 
the total legitimate revenne of the crown in the middle of the reI!;,. at 
£110,000. . 

• Ordinances and Regnlations of the Household (ed. Soc. Antiq. 179°), 
Pp·3-12 • 

• Archaeologia, "xvi. pp. 318, 319; from an article by Mr. T. Stapleton. 
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management of the council of the ordainers, it was in a very 
disturbed state during the second in consequence of the war 
between the earls of Warenne and Lancaster, and in the third 
owing to the attack on the DespeJ:!sers. The revenue was pro
bably collected with some difficulty and the accounts ill kept. 

Of the income of Richard II we have no accessible computa
tion, but that of Henry IV, Henry V, and He!lry VI has been 
carefully estimated, and may be referred to now so far as it . 
illustrates that of the earlier reigns. The income of Henry IV 
is reckoned at .£48,0001; that of Henry V appears from an 
official record to have been estimated at '£55,754 108. 10id.lI, 
and that of Henry VI at .£64,946 168. 4d.s But these sums are 
not the result of an exact account kept in anyone year j it; is 
impossible to suppose that the revenue of Henry IV, swelled as 
it was by the enormous estates of the duchy of Lancaster, was 
less than. that of Edward II, and the curious approximation of 
the revenue of Henry VI to that of Edward I may snggest & 

natural doubt. But allowing for this, we may perhaps infer 
from the other data that the sum of .£65,000 may be taken to 
represent the ordinary revenue in time of peace, and that of 
'£155,000 the expenditure in time of war, when the nation was 
exerting itself to the utmost. The variations of prices and 
fluctuations in the value of the current coinage during the' 
century and a half to which these figures belong cannot be 
exactly estimated, but the like variations affect all the accounts 
from year to ;fear, and the differences at the beginning and 
end of a century are not greater or more determinate than 
those which mark the beginning and end of a decade. Any 

1 Sinclair, i. 144. . . 
• Foed. x. II3. The revenue of the ninth year of Henry V consists of 

the customs and ~ubsidies on wool, merchandise, tunnage, and poundage, 
amounting to £40,687 19s. 9!d. j the casual revenue paid at the exchequer 
£15,o~6 lIS. Id. j altogether £55,754 108. lold. To these Sir John 
Sinclair adds the Bum of the revenue derived from the other estates of 
the king, the duchles of Cornwall, Lancaster, Aquitaine, &0., making the 
whole £76,643 I.S. 8id. j Hist. Rev. i. 47. 

• Rot. Parl. iv. 433 j Sinclair, i. 153. The gross income of the crown, 
exclusive of the customs and subsidies on wool, &c., was in 1433 
£34,224 108. 81d. j whlch was reduced by establishment charges and the 
like to £8,990178. 6d., exolusive of the duchy of Lancaster. The customs 
and subsidies on an average of three years amounted to £30,722 58. 7ld. 
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calculation must be accepted subject to these variations, which 
necessarily affect its exact accuracy, but which it is, if not 
impossible, exceedingly difficult, to adjust. . 

If these figures be accepted as an approximation to the truth, Dilference 

h d·Jr b d· d d· .. between t e Illerence etween or lDary an extraor mary expenditure ordinary 
. • and extra-

would seem to· be from £90,000 to £ I 00,000, which sum would ordinar", 

t h ·b· f hi· I d· expenditure. represen t e con~rI ubons 0 t e country at arge, lDC u lDg 
the vote of additional customs and subsidies from clergy and laity. 
And a rough computation of the sums derived from these sources 
leads to the same conclusion. The greatest variation is found 
in the sums raised by the imposts on wool. The regular or 
ancient custom of half a mark on the sack ought to be accounted 
in the ordinary revenue, but it may be used a~ a basis for 
calculating the extraordinary contribution. The' magna cus- Produce of 

'1 d· h . I the 'magna tuma urlDg t e reign of Edward produced about £10,000 cuetuma.' 

a year; when, then, in 1294 that king demanded five marks on 
the sack, the exaction, if it had been collected, would have 
amounted to £100,000 in addition. As however five marks 
was not far from being the full value of the wool, and as the ex-
action was on the whole a. failure, the sum of £80,000 may be 
perhaps an extravagant estimate. In 1338 a grant of half the !~:.. of 

wool of the country was reckoned at 20,000 sacks s; a subsidy the subeidy 
, of wool. 

then of 458. on the sack would produce £90,000, and a grant of 
438. 4d. would produce £86,666. 138. 4d.; if on the other hand 
the vote of 30,000 sacks granted in 1340 8 be regarded as 
indicating the· taxable amount more truly, the revenue from 

I Hale, p. 154, gives the following data for the • Magna Custuma':-
, £ II. d. 

iA- resto S. Dunstani anna 7 ad idem festum anna 8 Edw. I 8,108 13 5 
8" 9 . 8,688 19 3 
9 10 '" 8,694 19 3 

10 II 10,271 13 3 
II 12 9,°98 7 ° 
U 13 8,094 13 6 
14 " " t 5 " 8,023 6 10. 
15 ~ .. 16 " 8,860 6 I 

16 " " 17 " ?,974 6 I 
In 14aI the whole custOInB on wool produced £6,414 1011. 3id. ; Rymer, 
x. I1a. The produce of the customs on wool In the 9th of Henry VI was 
£7,78030. Id.; in the loth, £6,996168. old.; in the uth, £6,04808. 8d.; 
Rot. ParI. iv. 435 ; Hale, p. 154-

• Above, p. 399. • A-b.ove, p. 4°1. 
VOL. II. P.p 
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it would amount to £65,000. In 1348 the annual subsidy of 
wool wa~ valued at £60,000 1. Again, the vote of the tenth 
fleece, sheaf, and lamb, given in 1339 2, was estimated by re
ference to the spiritual revenue of the church, as valued for the 
papal taxation in 1291; it was in fact the tithe of the kingdom; 
the spiritual revenue under that taxation amounted in the gross 
to about £135,000, including however all the glebe-lands of 
the parish churches and the estimated income from offerings, 
which must be calculated at .at least a third of the sum. 
N either the grant of the tenth fleece nor that of the ninth, 
which was conceded in 1340, produced anything like the 
amount of the taxation of 1291, and this principle of assessment 
was therefor!;! given up, but we may infer from these circum
stances that it had been calculated to bring in about £100,000, 
a sum considerably in advance of that as yet arising from the 
increased custom or subsidy of wool. 

An exact account of the reveI1ue from wool in the twenty
eighth year of Edward III furnishes the following data: the 
sacks exported were 44,41° and a fraction (custom, £14,824 
28. Iotd.); the woolfells, 539,893 (custom, £61 I 48. Ioid.); 
the lasts, 56 and nine hides (custom, £36 188. aid.). The total 
of the Great Custom was £15,412 58. 9ld.; of the subsidy, 
£89,083 98. 1ld., and of the new custom, £1299 38. lId. 
The new' custom and subsidy on cloth amounted to £353 
138. I old., and the sum total is £112,284 I2S. IIta. It 
appears however from a comparison with the· returns of the 
accounts on wool in other years of the reign, that this sum is 
very largely beyond any possible' average s. It is however a. 

I Rot. ParI. ii. ~OO. 
• Above, P.399. The editors of the Nonae Rolls, i.e. the account of 

the ninth sheaf, fleece, and lamb granted in 1340, remar~ that the 
commissioners in 1340 • were to consider the ninth of corn, wool, and 
lambs in 1340 worth as much in a parish as the tenth of corn, wool, 
and lambs, and all other titheable commodities and the glebe lands were, 
when the valuation was made of them in 1292.' The commons in l.pO 

state that the subsidy and custom on wool in 1390-1391 amounted to 
£160,000; Rot. ParI. iii. 625: this seems impossible. . . 

• This account is substituted for a calculation given in former edItions 
from the Parliamentary History, derived by the authors of that work from 
Campbell, Lives of the Admirals, i 350, 251. The original authority 
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curious fact that within six years of the devastation of the 
great plague such an amount could be reached,l. 

Lastly, we may infer from the general tenour of th~ financial 
statements oli the Rolls of Parliament that the sum which 
uuder the greatest pressure the country was expected to furnish 
in the way of subsidy, W~B about £120,000. The parliaments 
of Richard II declared that to raise £160,000 I was altogether 
beyond their power, and that of 1380 reckoned the grant of 
J 00,000 marks as a fair contribution from the laity; but in 
both cases these are ex parte statements and the resources of 
the country must have been underrated. 

• Of the produce of a vote of tenths and fifteenths we have no Produce ~f 
• ti • tenths and 

compntatlon a ter the reIgn of Henry III that is trustworthy 8 ; fifteenths. 

but as the amount of the clerical grant was commonly esti-
,mated at a third of the whole subsidy, and as the clerical tenth 
.,.mounted to a little less thsn £20,000, we arrive at the sum 
of £60,000 as .,.n approximation to the total sum. 'From the 
eighth year of Edward III, the lay. assessment of this impost 
took' a settled form'; the several districts were permanently 
rated .,.t the amount paid in that year, particular incidence 
being determined by the local authorities. The produce of 
the lay tenth and fifteenth was in the fifteenth century about 
is Misselden's Circle or Commerce, published in 1633, pp. 119, 120. That 
account makes the sum £81,624 lB. Ia. 

~ Mr. Hubert Hall has furnished me with the following sums of the 
gross proceeds of the customs (wine not incloded) every fifth year of the 
reigu, all the ports included: anno 5·, 1331, £16,004; anno 10·, £9,954; 
anoo 15., £40,365; anno 20·, £50,000 t anno 25°, £50,361; [anoo 2Mo, 
£112,212;J anno 300, £66,830; anno 35°, £65,265; anno 40°, £76,02'1; 
anno 45°, £74,38'1; anno 49°, £6",,8'10• . 

• See above, p. 470 • 
• 10 1324 a fifteenth produced £5'1,S38 138. 6cl.; in 1233 a fortieth 

produced £16,475 08. 9a.; in 1337 a thirtieth 'produced £22,594 28. la. ; 
Liber Ruber Scaccarii; Honter, Three Catalogues, p. 22. The English 
envoys at LyoDS in 1345 estimated the whole revenue of Henry III at 
less than £40,000; and Matthew Paris in 1252 says that the' reditus 
regis merus' was less than a third of '10,000 marks; M. Paris, iv. 443 ; 
v. 335. In 1337 the men of Ledbory estimated the subsidy or wool 1'8 

double, and the men of ~ eobley as treble the amount of the fifteenths; 
but these are local valuatIOns . 

• Coke, 4 Inst. p. 34; Brady, Boroughs, p. 39; ~1acksto!,e, Comm. 
i. 308; Madox, }'irma Burgi, pp. IIO sq. A.bundant illustrations of tbe
amounts will be found below in Vol. III. In 1497 the lay tenth and 
fifteenth had sunk to £30,000, the clerical tenth to £10,000. 

I'PZ 
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'£37,000: and the clerical tenth had likewise much depreciated. 
Unde Edward III, however, the computation of £60,000 for 
the whole is not perhaps excessive. A single tenth and fif
teenth seldom proved sufficient for a year when the subsidy 
on ,,!ool was not granted; . a fifteenth and a half and a tenth 
and a half would produce .£90,000, which is a little more 
than the calculated subsidy on wool. The variations of the 
budgets during those years of Edward III in which the 
greatest pressure was felt, would thus seem to have been 
caused rather by a wish to avoid alarming the people with 
the prospect of fixed' and regular imposts than by any desire 
or indeed any possibility of altering the incidence of t~~-· 
·ation. 

The revenue of the clergy, including such portions of the 
property of the bishops as were not taxed with the property 
of the laity, amounted, spirituals and temporals together, to 
.£210,644 9s. 9cl. t, nuder the taxation of 1291; heavy deduc
tions have to be made on. account of the devastation of the 
northern province by the Scots, which compelled a new taxation 
in 1318, and which reduced the entire sum to '£191,903' 2S. Sid. 
On this valuation all the· grants of the clergy in parliament 
and convocation were based, the lands acquired since I291 
being after some discussion in parliament taxed with those 
of the laity'. When Edward I in 1294 took a moiety ofthis, 
or '£105,000 s, the exaction bore to the sum usually demanded 
about the same proportion as the tax on wool bore to the 
usual custom, but the demand was fully paid by the clergy, 
whilst the wool to a great extent escaped. In 1371 the clergy 
v:oted a sum equal to that 'granted by the la.ity, .£50',000' j 

1 These figures are given subject to correction by competent authority. 
They are the result of a painful calculation from the Ta:zatio itself. In the 
province of Canterbury the sum of spirituals is £107.567 108. ~~d.; that 
of temporals £61,453 58. Sid. The spirituals of York come to £l8,098 
28. 7~d., and the temporals to £13,525 lIS. 2!d.; but these sums were 
reduced under the NE'w Taxation in the reign of Edward II to £16,905 
158. 4id., and £5,976 II8. 2d. respectively. The property of the bishops 
included in the general account of temporalities amounted to £16,816 
18. 8~d. . 

• See above, pp. 416, 443. 
I Above, p. 130. • Above, p. 4;43. 



SUMMARY OF ECCLESIASTICAL TAXATION UNDER THE 
VALUATION OF POPE NICHOLAS, A.D. 1291. 

I 

8plrituale. TemPorals. Total. 
Temporalaof 

Bishopo inoluded 
in coL 2. 

£ .. tl. £ II. tl. £ .. tl. £ 8. d . 

Canterbury ... 4,773 6 4 4>108 12 6l 8,881 18 101 1,355 8 I 
Rochester ..•... 1,838 10 0 554 19 2 2,393 9 2 143 12 3 
London •••...•.. 5,283 8 3 4,907 II of 10,190 19 3t 1,000 0 0 
Lincoln .••...... 28,840 9 4 13.535 3 91 42,375 13 II 1,000 0 0 
Norwich ...••. 15,607 2 5 7,905 12 8! 23,512 15 I! 666 13 4 
Chichester •.. 4,708 16 8 2,095 15 8 6,804 u 4 462 4 71 
Exeter •.....••• 4,601 15 sf 1,398 2 91 5,999 18 21 461 18 4i 
Hereford ...... 3,848 17 loi 2,135 4 2 5,984 2 ot #9 I 5 
Salisbury ..•.•. 7,914 II 10! 6,310 8 Of 14,224 19 101 529 19 5 
DathandWells 4,109 2 8 2,395 5 5 6,504 8 I 541 13 II 

. Winchester ••. 6,585 8 0 5,689 14 71 12,275 2 71 2,977 IS 10 
Worcester ... 4,816 9 6 2,506 14 3 7,323 3 9 485 12 8 
Lichfield ....•. 6,.'\69 7 0 2,260 2 lOt 8,629 9 101 349 2 10 

Ely ...•••..•... 2,945 0 0 3,843 3 8! 6,788 3 8f 2,000 0 0 
S.David'. ... 2,138 15 0 563 10 9 2,70• 5 9 104 17 0 

Llandaff ., .... 1,154 14 8 922 17 8 2,077 u 4 93 9 8 

S.Asaph •..... 1,332 • 18 9 157 17 I 1,490 15 10 22 2 10 

Bangor ...••.... 698 16 8 162 9 II 861 5 9! 56 I 10 

York ......... 18,816 13 6} 8,718 9 11 27,535 3 d 1,333 6 8 

Durham ...... 6,723 19 31 4,193 5 6 10,917 4 9t 2,666 13 4 
Carlisle •••.••.•. 2,557 9 10 613 15 91 3,171 5 7! 126 7 7 

135,665 13 If 74.978 16 7t 210,6# 9 9 16,826 I 8! 
New TaxatioD. 

York ......... 15,229 15 81 4,953 17 10 20,183 13 6} 666 13 4 

Durham •••... 1,281 0 8 936 13 4 2,217 14 0 666 13 4 

Carlisle ...••.••• 394 19 0 86 0 0 .so 19 0 20 0 0 

NewTax •.. 16,905 IS 4! 5,976 II 2 22,88. 6 6! 

Old Tax ... 28,098 2 7t 13,525 II .! 41,6'3 13 lof 

11,192 7 3t 7.649 0 01 18,741 7 31 

Taxation of 1291, total......... ••••.• 210,6# 9 9 
Reduction of Taxation •.•.....•.....• 18,741 7 3t 

£191,903 2 sf 

To faoe Vol. D, p. s80. . 
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and in 1380 half as much as the lay grant, 50,000 marks 1. 

The fact then that their assessment had been made once for 
all, whilst that of the laity was readjusted from year to year, 
did not, as might be supposed, enable the clergy to elude tax
ation. They had no inducement to conceal their wealth, the 
record of which was in the king's keeping; and if at any time 
their grants failed to produce a sum proportionate to that 
given by the laity, the matter was at once re-adjusted by raising 
the rate of the tax instead of re-assessing individuals. 

From these data we may conclude that when the king would GeneT&! 

live of his own, and in time of peace, he had a revenue of about eet.imate. 

.£65,000; that for a national object, or for a popular king, 
grants would be readily obtained to the amount of £80,000 ; 

and that under great pressure a~d by bringing every sourc~ 
of income at once int.o account, as Pluch as £120,000 might be 
raised, in addition to the ordinary revenue. 

The ordinary revenue is however what was meant by the Ordinary 

kings own; a sum of about £65,000, of which about £10,000 revenue. 

proceeded from the customs; these, with the other proceeds 
of the exchequer, the ferins of the counties, and other sources 
of ancient revenue, which had amounted to £50,000 I under 
Richard I, were received at the exchequer to nearly the same 
amount under Edward 1 8 ; casual wind'falls in' the shape of 
escheats and small profits on coinage and the like brought in 
about £10,000 " and the revenue of the next year was generally 
anticipated in Bome' small degree until a general grant wiped 
away the king's debts. 

Obscure as these calculations of income now seem, the cal- Estimate of 

culations of expenditure are much more difficult, and the outlay, 

student of to-day shares the bewildered sensations of the tax-

1 Rot. ParI. iii. 90; above, p. 470. A petition of the year 1346 that 
the fifteenths might be collected' saunz non encrestre' seems to show that 
the commons wished to avoid new valuations; Rot. ParI. ii. 161. 

• Bened. Petro iL pref. p. ·xcix; where I have made the sum £48,781 ; a 
later calculation brings it up to £51,679 78. 9<1· • 

• Wardrobe Account, p. I: 'Summa totaliB receptae per scaccanum 
anno praesenti 280, £49,048 198. lod.' , 

• Wardrobe Account, p. 1J;: 'Summatotalis receptse praetor scaccarl111~ 
£9,10616.,2!d.' . . 
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payer of the fourteenth century as he approaches them. Certain 
records of outlay we possess, but they are very imperfect and 
irregular, and no doubt were known to be so when the nation 
both in and out of parliament was clamouring in vain for an 
audit of the royal accounts; the blame of all. extravagance was 
thrown upon the royal household; and no wonder, when the 
whole accounts of army, navy, and judi~ial establishments ap
peared in the computus of the wardrobe along with the ex~ 
penses of the royal table, jewel chests, and nursery. The 
Wardrobe Account of the 28th of Edward I assigns the several 
items of expenditure thus: Alms, £1,166148. 6ri. 1; necessaries, 
horses bought, messengers, wages, and shoes, £3,249 168. 2d. lI

; 

victualling, stores, and provisions for the roy~ castles, £18,638 
III. 8d. s; the maintenance of the royal stud, £4,386 48. Sri. 4 ; 

the wages of military officers, artillerymen, infantry, and ma~ 
riners, £9,796 98. 2Iri. 6

; the proper expenses of the wardrobe, 
including the purchases made for the queen and the chancery, 
£15,575·188.5Id.o; the difference between the sum of the 
Wardrobe Account a~d the entire outlay of the king, £10,946 
58. 4ri., is put ~own to the expense of the. household and prob~ 
ably accounted for in another roll '. Far the largest portion 
of the expenditUI1l is however seen to be devoted to the public 
service, considerably more than half being assigned to the 
garrisons and to the payment of the troops. The household 
expenses, properly so called, form a minor item. On this head 
we have some other data. The roll of the household expenses 
of the 44th year of Henry ill exhibits an outlay of £7,500 ., 
but this was at the time at which his freedom was very much 
limited by the government established under the Provisions 
of Oxford; in 1255 he is found complaining that he had to 
allow' his eldest son more than 15,000 marks 0.. In the first 
year of Edward I the household expenses from Easter to August 

1 Wardrobe Account, p. 47. • Ibid. p. 100, 
• Ibid. p. 154. • Ibid. p. 187. 
• Ibid. pp. axo, 340, 270, 279. 
• Ibid. p. 360. • Ibid. p. 360• 
B Devon's Preface to Pell Roll of Edward m. p. xvii. 
° Sinclair,HistoryoftbeRevenue, i. 103; M. Paris, v.488; Hume,ii. 57. 
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amount to £4,086 oa. 4Id.; and in the 21st year the expen
diture of his son Edward for the year is £3,896 '18. 6!d.1 

The household expenditure of Henry IV varied between £10,000 
and £16,000 annually". Like Edward ill he had a large 
family and establishment, and the expenditure of his magni
ficent grandfather can scarcely be computed at less. 

283. These figures do not make it at all easier to under- Household 

stand the constant irritation caused by the expenses of the .xponaee.. 

household, so long as those expenses are regarded as mere 
personal extravagance. The sum of £12,000 or £15,000 could 
Bcarcely be considered enormous for a court which was ex-
pected by the nation to be at least as splendid as the courts 
of the great continental kings, at a time too when the king 
had no private revenue; for from the Conquest until the ac-
cession of Henry IV the king's estate was simply the estate 
of the crown,'his foreign dominions being a cause of expense 
rather than a source of revenue. We may safely conclude that Want ofa 

h . h odi I'ty f th kin proper audit. t e murmurs agalllst t e pr ga 1 0 e gs were pro-
duced rather by the fsct that they failed to make the ordinary 
revenue meet the ordinary expenditure" and that the nation 
having no way of auditing either receipts or outlay readily 
laid hold of the expenses of the court as the cause of increased 
laxation. It was the greediness of the courtiers, as they Popular 

h 'l ' feeling on the thought, which broug t the eVl of purveyance to every man s .xpo .... of 

door, which increased general' taxation, and threw on the~.i.t°use
several communities, in the shape of provisions of men, arms, 
and victuals, the maintenance of the public burdens. To some 
extent the instinct was a true one; the maintenance of an 
enormous household and stud ., for which provisions were collected 
at the. lowest possible prices, just when the nation was suffering 
from bad harvests or plague and famine, shows an absence 

I DevoD, Preface to the Pell Roll of 44 Edw. m, pp. xvi, xvii. 
• £10,000 in 1404; £16,000 anno n Henry IV; Sinel i. 144, from 

Noy, p. 5; see Rot. Parl.iii. 528 ; in 1433 the estimate was £t3,678 128. nd. 
S The number of horses kept at the kiug's expense is one important 

item in archbishop Islip's remonstrance; the cost of a horse is caJculated 
at £6 fa. 4d. per annum; Speculum Regis, c. 8. The great cost of the 
stud appears also from the Wardrobe Accounts; and the exerc!&e of the 
right of purveyance for horses is a frequent matter of eompIalDt j Rot •. 
ParI. ii. 169, 229, 270. ' 
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of the proper feeling which the king should have had for his 
people, and condemns such a king as Edward III. A little 
self-denial might have proved at least a wish to show sym-
pathy; to maintain the splendour of the court during the 
prevalence of the plague was a folly as well as a sin. But the 
complaints are far louder against Edward II and Richard II 
than against Edward III. In their case we see how necessary 
it was for a powerful king to be a warrior. Their inactivity 
may have spared the pockets of the people, but the lightness 
of taxation did not make them popular. From anything that 
appears, the English would rather have been heavily taxed 
for war than see the king spend his time in hunting and feast
ing at his own cost. True, when the burden of war became 
intolerable, they wished for peace. Possibly the sins of the 
warrior kings were visited on the next generation who tried 
in vain to pay their debts and were called to account for every
thing they spent, every friend they promoted, every minister 
'they trusted. But it remains a most puzzling fact that the 
household outlay of the sovereign was the point which, in some 
measure from the minority of Henry III, and more distinctly 
from the accession of Edward II, formed the subject of national 
outcry and discontent. It was the easiest point to attack; it 
was also the most difficult to defend, and the hardest' so to 
reform as to make it defensible. To make the king a mere 
stipendiary officer, or to place over him, as over an infant or 
lunatic, a commission for the management of his income, pre
sented insurmountable difficulties under the actual conditions 
as well as on the theory of royalty. 

~ttemtttto 284. The most plausible meanS of making and keeping the 
~~.,~w.r king rich enough to pay his own way was doubtless to prevent 
ofgivwg. h' fr I' t' th " f' h d th t 1m om a lena mg e . property 0 t e crown; an e a -

tempts to secure this' object come into historical importance 
earlier than the direct restraints on expenditure. The outcry 
against foreign favourites, which had been raised at intervals 
ever since the Conquest, was the first expression of this feeling. 
The crown was very rich; so the nation was fully persuaded. 
The Conqueror had had an enormous in<;ome, William Rufus 
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and Henry I had maintained and increased it. Stephen bad 
'begun the process of impoverishment, from which the crown 
had, never recovered. His fiscal earldoms had been endowed 
out of crown revenue, royal demesne had been lavished' on 
natives and ~liens. Henry II had resumed"or tried to resume, 
what Stephen had alienated, and had been economical in pri-
vate as well as in public, but Richard sold all that he could 
sell, and John wasted all that he could waste. The early years 
of Henry ill were spent in attempts made by his ministers to 
restore the equilibrium of the administration; again there had 
been a resumption of alienated estates and a contraction· of ex
penses. But Henry, when he came of age, was as lavish as his Lavish 

bestowal of 
father had been, and the crown was poorer than ever. And eocheateci , ' lands. 
now there was less excuse than before, for the great families of 
the Conquest were dying out; the vast escheats that fe~ to the 
king might have sufficed for the expenses of government, but 
instead of keeping them in ,his own hands he· lavished them on 

,his foreign friends and kinsmen. It may be questioned whether, 
if the administration had been sound and economical, the king 
could have attempted to enrich himself by retaining the great 
fiefs, as the duchy of Lancaster, and to some extent the earldoms 
of Cornwall and Chester, were afterwards retained. The barons 
would have probably been jealou,s of any attempt to alter the 
balance existing between the crown and their own body. Owing 
to this feeling, which,' when the crown was adequately endowed; 
was a. just one, the early emperors had been expected at their 
election to divest themselves of such fiefs as' they had held be
fol"tl.. But on the other hand there was an equally well-founded 
jealousy ofa king who heaped upon his own sons and brothers 
all the fiefs that escheated during his reign, just as against a 
bishop who reserved all preferment for his own nephews> In 
Germany the king of the Romans was forced on his election to 
swear that he would not alienate the property of the crown, and 
the like pr~mise appears in one form of the English coronation 

, oath 1. The barons were amply justified in urging on Henry III ~,.roDB 
the banishment of the aliens and the recovery of royal demesne idem ...... 

1 See above, p. 108. 
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at the beginning of the reign they had compelled him to make 
proper provisioll. for his brother, at the end of the reign they 
begrudged every acre that he bestowed on his sons 1. In a 
penitential proclamation issued in 1271 he declared that he 
would retain ail escheats for the payment of his debts 9. The 
bestowal of the earldom of Cornwall on Piers Gaveston by 
Edward II was offensive, not merely as the promotion of an 
insolent favourite, but as a piece of impolitic extravagance. The 
national instinct was aroused by it; when the barons got the 
upper hand. their first act was to limit the royal power of 
giving·; the third article of the Ordinances directed that no 
gift of land, franchise, escheat, wardship, marriage or bailiwick 
should be made to anyone without consent of the ordainers 8; 
the clergy, in 1315, granted their money on condition that ail 

Pollcy of grants made during the reign should be resumed '. The same 
Edward III. • • I . .. d d Ri h II Ed Dl . prmClp e was mamtame un er card ; ward m 

this, as in many other points, had been either crafty enough to 
evade, or strong enough to break down, the rule; but by pro
moting his friends and kinsmen in the presence, and with the 
approval of, parliament, he had made the nation sharers in his 
imprudence. Yet in 1343 the commons petitioned that he would 
not part with the property of the crown; and Archbishop Islip 
urged in vain that he should pay his debts before he alienated 

ThelBter his escheats 6. Edwa~d III had gone a long way towards build
baroDage. 

ing up a new nobility; the Montacutes, Percies, Latimers, 
Nevilles, and other great houses of the later baronage, owed 
their promotion to his policy or bounty. These adopted the 
prejudices or principles of the elder baronage. What Edward 
had done for them Richard attempted to do for Michael de la 
Pole and Robert de Vere, and was as. speedily arrested in his 
design, as if he had really hoped to supplant them by his !lew 
creations. Again the cry was raised against alienation; a 
stringent oath against the acceptance of gifts was imposed on 
the ministers; and the friends of the king were sacrificed on 

, ~ee above, p. 43. • Foed. i. 488; Bee p. 587 below. 
S Statutes, i. 158; Bee above, p. 345. . 
• Parl. Writs, II. ii. 93; Bee above, p. 355. 
• Rot. Parl ii. T41 j Speculum Regis, ce. 7. 8. 
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the ground that contrary to oath and public policy they had 
received such gifts I. The principle was not conceded when the 
struggle ended in the king's destruction, 

285. Still less effective were the attempts made to limit the Emorood 

expenses of the household by direct rules. In this object the ii:n~'::t.0f 
nation had h~lp from the practice of some at least of the kings. 
The expenditure of the court h,ad been regulated by Henry II 
in the curious ordinance which prescribes the allowances of 
the great officers of state and servants of the kitchen in the 
same page I. Henry III had been seized with qiIalms of con-
science more than once, and had reduced his expenditure very 
materially. In 1250 he had cut down the luxuries and amuse-
ments of the court, diminished his charities, and even reduced 
the number of lights in his chapel; the historian remarks that 
his economy verged on avarice; he paid his debts and plun-
dered the Jews!. 'In 1271, when on recovllry from sickness he 
had taken a new vow of crusade, he had made over the whole 
revenue to his council for the payment of his debts, reserving 
to himself only six score pounds to give away before he should 
stsrt for Palestine '. The orderly accounts of Edward I, so often 
quoted above, show that he was careful although not parsimo-
nious. But Edward II could not be trusted to manage his own. 
Accordingly with his reign began the attempts of the barons, ~:=ODB 
in and out of parliament, to direct the administration of the the king's 

• honsehold. 
household. The Ordinances of 1311 were based on a proposl- Under 

tion for the regulation of the' household; the ordainers were EdWaM n, 
empowered 'ordener l'estat de nostre hostel et de nostre realmeD

;' 

and in 13 I 5 the king wss put on an e.llowance of ten pounds a 
dayl, scarcely as much as he had when he was a boy. In 1318, 

on the reconciliatio~ of Lancaster, another commission of reform 
was appointed? The repeal of the Ordinances left Edward free 
to hasten his own fall; and no linllt was attempted during the 
reign of Edw~rd III, until in the Good Parliament the elected 
counsellors were directed to attempt the general amendment of 

1 Rot. Parl iii. 15, 16, US, aI3, &e. • See above, v,?l. i. p. 345· 
I See above, p. 67. • Foed. I. 488 • 

• Foed. ii. 105; Liber Custumarum, pp. 198, 199· 
• Above, p. 355. ' Above, p. 360• 
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and the administration. Alt.hough this project was abandoned when 
Richard II. 

John of Gaunt recovered his power, it was revived immediately 
on the accession of Richard II. Year after year we have seen 
commissions appointed in parliament to make the reforms 
needed, and the constant renewal of the commissions shows 
that the reforms were not made. When the king had at last 
e~ancipated himself from tutelage, he gave free reiJis to his 

Ha.xey's bill. prodigality. The bill of Thomas Haxey, in which the expenses 
of the la~ies and bishops about the coprt were complained of, 
touched, only' a portion of the evil. Popular rumour alleged 
that not less than 10,000. people were daily entertained at the 
king's expense, and although this is incredible, and even a tithe 
of the number must have been in excess of the truth, the evil 
was not imaginary. The court was extravagant; it waS also 
unpopular; its unpopularity made prodigality a greater sin. 
Richard's fall initiated a long reign of economical administra.
tion; Henry IV, although his general expenditure was very 
large, and his son and grandson, avoided offence in this respect, 
but the restraint was imposed by policy rather than by necessity. 
The parliament had claimed' and exercised the right of inter
ference, but it had likewise become apparent that no such re
strictions as they had sOllght to impose on Edward II and 
Richard II were applicable to a strong king; ,that the extra
vagance of the court was really only a minor cause of public 
distress, a colourable ground of complaint against an otherwise in
tolerable administration; and that such abuses were only a part 
of a wider system of misgovernment, the correction of which 

Responsi
bilityof 
miniBten 
insidted on. 

demanded other more' stringent and less petty contrivances. 
, 286. The idea of controlling expenditure ilDd securing the 
redress of all administrative abuses by JIlaintaining a hold upon 
the king's ministers, and even up~n the king himself,' appears 
in our history, as Boon as the nation begins to assert its con
stitutional rights, in the executory clauses of the great charter. 

Three waY" Three methods of attaining the end proposed recommended 
of doing it. f themselves at different times: these are analogous, in the case 0 

the ministers, to the different methods by which, under various 
systems, the nation has attempted to restrain the exercise of 
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royal power: the rule of election, the tie of the coronation 
oath, and the threats of deposition; and they are liable to the 
Bame abuses. The Bcheme of limiting the irresponsibie power 
of the king by the election of the great officers of state in 
parliament has been already referred to, as one of the results 
of the long minority of Henry IIV It was in close analogy 
with the practice of election to bishoprics and abbacies, and to 
the theory of royal .election itself. When, in 1244 and several Claim to 

succeeding years,. the barons claimed the right of choosing the ='tera. 
justiciar, chancellor and treasurer, they probably intended that 
the most capable man should be chosen, and that his appoint-
ment should be, if' not for life, at least revocable only ty' the 
consent of the nation in parliament. The king saw more clearly 
perhaps than thll barons that his power thus limited would be 
a burden rather than a dignity, and that no king worthy of the 
name could consent to be deprived of all freedom of action. 
Henry III pertinaciously resisted the proposal, anel it was never 
even made to Edward' I, although in one instance he was re
quested to dismiss an unpopular treasurers. Revived under 
Edward II, in the thirteenth and following articles of the Or
dinances,. and exercised by the ordainers when they were in 
power', it was defeated or dropped uOller Edward III; in 1341 
the commons demanded that a fresh nomination of ministers 
should be made in every parl,iament; Edward agreed, bllt re
pUdiated the concession. It was naturally enough again brought 
forward in the minority of Richard II. The commons petitioned Petitions on 

. . • • the subject. 
in his first parliament, that the chancellor, treasurer, chIef JUs-

tices and chief baron, the steward and treasurer of the house-
hold, the chamberlain, privy seal, and wardens of the forests on 
each side of the Trent, might be appointed in parliament; and 
the petition was granted and embodied in an ordinance fo\" the 
period of the king's minority'. In 1380 the commons again 
urged that the five principal ministers, the chancellor, treasurer, 
privy seal,'chamberlain and steward of the· household, should be 

. elected in parliament, and that the five chosen in the 'present 

1 See above, pp. 41, 64 "'l. 
I See above, pp. 346, 349, 360• 

• See above, p. 156. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 16. 
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parliament might not be removed before the next session; the 
king replied by reference to t:Qe ordinance made in 1377 1• In 
1381 they prayed that the king would appoint as chancellor 
ilie most sufficient person he could find, whether spiritual or 
temporal 2 ; in 1383 that he would employ sage, honest, and dis
creet c~unsellors·; and in 1385 he had to decline summarily to 
name the officers whom he intended to employ' for the comfort of 
the commons'.' But it may be questioned whether under the most 
favourable circum~tances the right claimed was really exercised; 

. the commons seem generally to have been satisfied when the 
king announced his nomil!-ation in parliament, and to have ap
proved it without question. The appointments made by Ed
ward IT in oPllOsition to the ordainers, when he removed their 
nominees and appointed his own, were acts of declared hostility, 
and equivalent to a declaration of independenc~. The ultimate 
failure of a pretension, maintained on every opportunity for a 
century and a half, would seem to prove that, however in 
theory it may have been compatible with the idea of a limited 
monarchy, it was found practically impossible to maintain it; 
the personal influence of the king would overbear the authority 
of any ordinary minister, and the minister who could overawe 
ilie king would be too dangerous for the peace of tbe realm. 
The privy council records of Richard II show that even ,,:,ith 
ministers of his own selection t~e king did not always get his 
own way. 

A second expedient was tried in the oath of office, an attempt 
to bind the conscience of the. minister which belongs especially 
to the age of clerical officials. The forms of oath prescribed by 
the Provisions of Oxford illustrate this method 6, but there is 
no reason to suppose that it was then first adopted. The oath 
of the sheriffs and of the king's counsellors is probauly much 
more ancient, and the king's own oath much older still. . The 
system is open to the obvious' objection which lies against all 
such obligations, tha.t they are not requisite to bind a good 
minister or strong enough to bind a. bad one; but they had 

I Rot. ParI. iii. 82. • Rot. ParI. iii. 101. 
S Rot. ParI. iii. 147. ' Rot. ParI. iii. 213. • .Above, p. 80. 
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a certain directive force, and in ages in which the reception 
. of money-gifts, whether as bribes or thank-offerings, was com
mon and little opposed to the moral sense of the time, it was 
an advantage that the public servants should know that they 
could not without breach of faith use their official position for 
the purpose of avarice or self-aggrandisement. But when we 
find the best of our kings believing themselves relieved from 
the obligation of an oath by absolution, we can scarcely think 
tbat such a bond was likely to secure good faith in a mmister 
trained in m'inisterial habits, ill paid for his services, and 
anxious to make h~ position a stepping-stone to higher and 
safer preferment. It is seldom that the oath of the minister Fntilit~ ot 

J!I!' 1 d hI"· f Ed dthedenco. appears as an ellectIve p e ge: t e ay mlDisters 0 war 
III in 13411 allowed their master to make use of their sworn 
obligation to inva1itlate the legislatio~ of parliament and to 
enable him to excuse his own repudiation of his word. Gene
rally the oath only appears as an item among the charges 
against a fallen or falling minister, against whom perjury seelnB 
a convenient allegationS, 

The third method was rather an expedient for punishment Annual 
• • ••• . audit in the 

and warDIng than a scheme for enforclDg mlDisterlal good Exchequer 

behaviour; it was the calling of the public servant to account 
for his conduct whilst in office. In this point the parliament 
reaped the benefit of the experience of the kings; and did it 
easily, for, as the whole of the administrative system of the 
government sprang out of the fiscal action of the Norman court, 
a strict routine of account and acquittance had been imme
morially maintained. The annual audits of the Exchequer 
had produced the utmost minuteness in the public accounts, 
such as have been quoted as illustrating the financial condition 
of England under Edward I. Miriute book-keeping however~.::.w,:,~ 
does not secure official honesty, as the Norman kings were well by the sale 

ototll .... 
aware; the sale of the great offices of state, common under 
Henry I and tolerated even under Henry II :shows that the 

I Above, p. 410. • • .. 
• On the oaths demanded from mln1sters, see Rot. ParI. u. uS, for the-

year 134'-; ibid. 132, for 1343 j and under Richard II, ibid. iii. lI5, etc., etc. 
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kings were determined that their ministers should have a con
siderable stake in their own good conduct; a chancellor who. 
had paid £10,000 for the seals was not likely to forfeit them 
for the sake of ~ petty malversati9n which many rivals would be 

Tbemulcting ready' to detect. On the other hand the kings possessed, in the 
or 'ransom.. . 

. ,~~rB. custom of mulcting a discharged official,-a custom which was' 
not peculiar to the Oriental monarchies,-an expedient which 
could be applied to more than ~ne purpose. Henry II had used 
th~ accounts or the Chancery as one of the means by which he 
revenged himself on Becket. Richard I had compelled his 
father's servants to repurchase their offices, and the greatest 
of them, Ranulf Glanvill, he had forced to ransom himself with 
an enormous fine. The minister who had worn out the king's 
patience, or had restrained his arbitrary will, could be treated 
in the -Bame way. Hubert de Burgh had be~n a good servant 

Disgroced 
ministers 
restored on 
payment of 
fin ... 

to Henry III, but the king could not resi.~t the temptation to 
plunder him. Edward I again seems to have considered that 
the judges whom he displaced in 1290 were rehabilitated by the 
payment of a fine, a fact which shows that the line was not very 
sharply drawn between the lawful and unlawful profits of office. 
Edward II revenged himself on WaIter Langton, Edward III 
vented his irritation on the Stratfords, John of Gaunt attacked 
William of W y keham with much the same weapons; and in each 
case the minister assailed neither incurred deep disgrace nor 
precluded himself from a return to favour. 

Tbeminlstera Such examples taught the nation the first lessons of the doc-
of Edward II. f .. . 1 'b'li G h f!I! held acoount- trllle 0 1U1Dlsterla responsl 1 ty. reat as were t e ouenees 
able by the 
people. of Edward II, Stapledon the treasurer and Baldock the chan-

cellor were the more immediate' and direct objects of national 
indignation; they were scarcely less hated than the Despensers, 

The victim •• and shared their fate. The Kentish rioters or revolutionists of 
of 1381. • • 

1381 avenged theIr wrongs on the chancellor and treasurer, 
even whilst they administered to the Londoners generally the 
oath of fealty to king Richard and the commons. But it is in 
the transactions of the Good Parliament that this principle first 
takes its constitutional form; kings and barons had used it as 
a cloak of their vindictive or aggressive hosti~ity, the commons 
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first applied it to the remedy of public evils. The impeachment Impeach· 

of lord ..Latimer, lord Neville, Richard Lyons, Alice Perrers, and Q:'::l.. 't;.e 
the rest .of the dishonest courtiers of Edward m, is thus a <376-

most 8ignificant historical landmark. The cases .of Latimer and 
Neville are the most important, for they, as chamberlain and 
steward, filled tWD .of the chief offices of the. household; but the. 
association .of the other agents and courtiers in their condemna-
tiun shDWS that the commons were already prepared to apply 
the newly found weapon in a still more trenchant way, null 
merely to secure .official hunesty but to remedy all public abuses 
eveu when and where they touched the person .of the king, and 
moreover to secure that public servants once found guilty of dis-
honest conduct should not be emplDyed again' . As the grand 
jury of the nation, the sworn recoguitors of national rights and 
grievances, they thus entered on the most painful but not the 
least needful of their functiuns. The impeachment of Michael Impeach· 

de la Pole in 1386 and of Sir Simon Burley and his companions=~~.'386 
in 1388 was the work of the commons. It is to be distinguished 
carefully from the proceedings .of the lurds appellant, which 
were indefenaible on moral or political grounds; fur there the 
guilt .of the accused was nDt prDved, and the fDrm .of proceed-
ing against them was not sanctiDned by either law' Dr equity. 
But the lessDn which it cunveyed was full .of instructiun and 
warning. The condemnation .of Michael de la Pole especially Importaboa 

of these 88 

shDwed that the great .officers .of state must hencefDrth regard preoedenta. 

themselves as respDnsible to the natiDn, nDt to the king .only. 
The cundemnation .of the favourites prDved that no devution to 
the persDn .of the king could justify the subject in disobeyin~ 
the law .of the land, Dr even in disregarding the principles .of the 
cDnstitutiDn as they were nDW asserting themselves. The cruelty 
and vindictiveness .of these prosecutiuns must be charged against .' 
the IDrds appellant who prDmpted the commDns to institute 
them: the commDns hDWeVer were taught their .own strength 
even by its misuse. And still mure terribly was the lesson im-
pressed upon them when Richard's hour .of vengeance came. 
and they were employed to impeach archbishop Arundel, 

.1 See ~ Par~ ii. 333, 355; ill. 160, 249-

VOL. II. Q q 
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ostensibly for his conduct as chancellor and for his participa. 
tion in the cruelties of which their predecessors in the libuse of 
commons had been the willing instruments, but really that they 
might in alliance with the king cOplplete the reprisals due for 
the work in which they had shared with the appellants. The 
dangerous facility with which the power'of impeachment might 
be wielded seems to have daunted the advocates of national 
right; the Co=ons as an estate of the realm joyfully acquiesce(l 
in the change of dynasty, but, by subsequently protesting ,that 
the judgments of parliament belonged to the king and lords 
only, they attempted to avoid responsibility for the judicial 
proceedings taken 'against the unhappy Richard. 

~:xqu"Jl~ 287. If the king could not be made 'to live of his own: and 
tuM ~er- no hold which the nation couId obtain over his ministers could 
taken by the 
parliament. ' secure honesty and economy in administration, it would seem 

a necessary inference that the national council should take 
into its own hands the expenditure of the grants by which it 
was obliged to supplement the royal income. The functions of 
the legislature and the executive were not yet so clearly dis· 
tinguished as to preclude the attempt: the consent of the 
nation was indeed necessary for taxation, but the king was the 
supreme judge of his own necessities; he was still the supreme 
administrator in practice as welI ~s in theory, an administrator 
who must be trusted whether or no he were worthy, and whom 
it was impossible to bring to a strict account. The men who 
had not hesitated to claim a right to interfere with the house
hold expenditure, were not likely to be restrained by any 
theoretical scruples from interference with the outlay of money 
which they themselves had contributed. In this, as in so many 
other ways, the barons of the thirteenth century set the ,example 

l'Jopooal in to the commons of the fourteenth. - Strangely enough the' first 
"37 tbat ' 
opooiaI 0111- idea. of the kind came from the ldng's ministers. From the 
O8I'IIahould b .. f h - m h h· 1 take oharge egmrung 0 t e reIgn of Henry we ave seen t e speCla 
of tba grant. 1· 11 .' d t d grants of the par lament entrusted for co ectlOn an cus 0 y 

to officers specially appointed· for the purpose; frequently 
the form of taxation, including provision for the custody as' 
well as the assessment of the grant, is issued by the advice 
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and consent of the national council, and the audit with
drawn from the ordinary view of the court of Exchequer, where 
the king might be supposed to have too much inftuence 1. In 
1237 William of Raleigh, all the king'~ nrlnister, proposed that 
the national council should not ouly draw up the form of 
taxation but elect a eommittee in whose hands the money 
collected should be deposited, and by whom it should. be 
expended I. Although on that occasion the barons do not seem 
to have realised the importance of the concession, they are 
found a few years later complaining that no account had been 

. rendered of this very grant, and intimating a suspicion that 
the proceeds "Were in the king's hands at the time that he was 
asking for more·. In 1244 the scheme of reform contained a Pm~ 
proposal for the election of three or four counsellors, one part ~ 
of whose work would be to secure the proper expenditure of the 
aids'. Throughout the baronial struggle the attempt was made 
to take out of the king's haMs the power of expending public 
money. The time was not ripe for this. Edward I was too 
strong for any such restriction. Under Edward II the attempt Order for 

to impose it was but one part of a project which took all real ~ ~~ 
al Wi d • mto the power out of the king's hands; the propos ·e orce 10 1310 Exchequer. 

and 131 I, that all the proceeds of the taxes and customs should 
be brought into the Exchequer', shows that the court had 
become a sort of national court of audit; but its efficiency 
depended too much on the power or good-will of the king to be 
trusted implicitly, and the hold which the ordainers kept upon 
it superseded rather than restricted the king's authority. From ~=:: an 

the time however at which the wars of Edward ill began to be audit under 
. . h ed . h both Edward 1lI. burdensome, the parliament s ow a strong WIS to 

deter~e the way in which the grants should be applied, and 
to secure an efficient audit of accounts by the appointment of 
responsible treasurers for each subsidy, The first of tIlese 
points the king readily yielded: the ministers were aeeus
tomed, at tile opening of par~ent, to deClare the special need 

I Select Charters, pp. 352, 361, 366; and pp. 38, 289. above. 
I Above, p. 54- • Above, p. 60. • Above, p.,64-

• Above, pp. 344, 345· 
Qqa 
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Constitutional History. 

of the moment,and, although the form frequently degenerated 
into mere verbiage, the hearers seem to have understood it as 
a recognition of their right to discriminate. Sometimes then 
the subsidy of the year is given for the defence of the coast, 
sometimes to enable the king to maintain his quarrel with his 
adversary of France, sometimes for the restoration of the navy, 
sometimes for the defence ,of Gascony; in i346 and 1348 the 
money raised from the northern counties is applied to the 
defence' against the Scots 1; in 1353' the whole grant is appro" 
prided to the prosecution of the wars; in 1346, 1373, and 
1380, the continuance of the aid is made contingent on the 
continuance of the war. In 1380 the commons prayed that the 
aid might be spent on the defence of the kingdom, especially in 
the reinforcement of the.earl of Buckingham's army in Brittany: 
the king replied that it should be spent for this purpose subject 
to the advice of the council and the lordss.In 1390 the custom 
on wool was appropriated partly to the expenses of the king, 
partly to the war, in a way which anticipates the modern dis
tinction between the civil list and public expenditure '. 

288. The efficient audit of the accounts was a much more 
difficult point, and it was not finally secured so long as 
Edward III lived. In 1340, however, William de 180 Pole 
~as required by a committee of lords and commons to render 
an,account of his receiptsG, and in 1341 the demand was dis~ 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 161, art. 15; 302, art. 7. 
• • Que lee subsides a ore grantez, ensemblement ove les quinzismes et 

dismes qui sont a lever soient sauvement gardez sanz estre despendues ou 
mys en autre oepe nul fOrB que taut soulement en la maintenance de S88 

guerras solone sa bone disposition j' Rot. Pari. ii. 353 j cf. pp. 160,317 ; 
and see belew, p. 598, no~e 5. 

~ Rot. ParI. iii. 90 , 93, 94. 
, • Concessum est autem regi in hoc parliamento, ut habeat de quolibet 

sacco lanae xl. solidos, de quibus xls. decem applicarentur in praesenti regis 
usibus, et xxx. servarentur in futurum in manibus thesaurariornm con" 

• stituendorum per parliamentum non expendendi nisi cum werrae neceasitaa 
instare videretur. Similiter rex habebit de libra sex denarios, quatuor 
servandos ad usum praefatum per dictos thesaurarios et duos jam per. 
oipiendoB et e:xpendendos ad voluntatem regis j' Wais. ii. 196. The same 
plan was adopted under Henry IV in 1404; Annales Henrici IV (ed; 
Riley), pp. 379, 380. In 1327 the petition that no minister might be 
replaced in office until he had rendered a final account was summarily 
n,atived; Rot. Pari. it 9, 1 I. 

Rot. ParI. ii. II4. 
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tinctly made by both lords and commons, that certain persons E1ection of 

should be appointed by commission to audit the accouuts ofaudit.onL 
those who bad received the subsidy of wool and other aids 
granted to the king, and likewise of those who had received 
and expended his ,money on both sides of the sea since the 
beginning of the. war; all the accounts to be ell1'olled in 
chancery as had been aforetime the custom 1; The king yielded 
the point, as we have seen; undertook that the accounts should 
be presented for audit to lords elected in parliament, assisted 
by the treasurer and chief baron of the Exchequer. Whether 
the promise was better kept than the other engagements 
entered into at this parliament, we cannot distil,lctly discover: 
notwithstanding many just grounds of complaint, this par-
ticular point does not again come .into prominence until the 
last year of the reign, when in the Good Parliament Peter de 
la Mare demanded an audit of accounts. In the last parlia-
ment of Edward ill the commons petitioned that two earls 
and two barons might be. appointed as treasurers to secure 
the proper expenditure of the subsidy'. Immediately on the.Audit 
accession of Richard II, when the difficult position of J ohn t::';7~d.:!d 
of Gaunt and the prevailing mistrust of the court seemed to '377· 
give an opportunity, the claim, which had been frustrated 
in 1376, was again made l • In the grant of aid made in 
October 1377 the lorus and commons prayed that certain 
BUfficient persons might be assigned on the part of the king 
to be treasurers or guardians of the money raised,' to such 
effect that that money might be applied entirely to the expenses 
of the war and no part of it in any other way·,' William. 
Walworth and John Philipot were accordingly appointed, and 
swore in parliament to perform their duty loyally, and to 
give account of receipt and issue according to a form to be 
devised by the kiug and his council. The expedient was not !f"!~ 
altogether successful. John of Gaunt was suspected and opeulyexperiment. 
accused of getting the money out of the hands of the trea-
BUrers for his own purposes, aud when, at the next,parliament, 

I A.bove, p •• 09; Rot. ParI. ii. 138, J30. 
• A.bove, p .• 65. 

• Rot. Part ii. 36 •• 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 7. 
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the commons, through Sir James Pickering their Speakerj 
I'lemanded the account, the chancellor, Sir Richard Ie Scrope, 
demnrred.. Yielding however to the urgency of the commons, 
he laid the statement before them and they proceeded to 
examine and criticise it. The result was the bestowal of 
another grant with a humble prayer that it might be spent 
on the defence and salvation of the country and I,ln nothing 
eIse, and that certaiu sufficient persons might be assigned as 

The principle treasurers I, The warning thus given was taken: in the par
ia yielded 
in 13790 liament of 1379 the king without being asked ordered the 

accounts of the subsidy to be presented by the treasurers~j 
Re~ and among the petitions of the commons appears a prayer 
appomtment • 
of treasurers that the treasurers of the war may be discharged of their 
of the war. 

office and the treasurer of the king of England appointed to 
receive all the money and aU the grants to be made henceforth 
for waf, as had been usual aforetime &; and this was followed 
up in 13SI, when the commons proposed and the king directed 
a searching reform of the whole procedure of the Exchequer', 
The particular point is again, as in the reign of Ed ward II, 
merged in the general mass of constitutional difficulties which 
fill the rest of the reign of Richard, but it furnished an ex
ample to the following parliaments, and from thenceforward, 
except during times of civil discord, treasurers of the subsidies 
were regularly appointed, to account at the next parliament 
for both receipts and issues 6, The commons had thUs secured 

l Rot. ParI. iii. 35, 36. I Rot. ParI. iii. 56, 57. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 66, art. 37. ' Rot. ParI, iii. u8, U9. . 
• In 1383 tunnage and poundage were granted for two years, • issint 

toutea voiee que lee deniers ent provenantz soient entierment appliez sur 
la salve garcie de la meer, et nulle part aillours. Et a la requeate de la 
commune Ie roi voet que Mons'. J ohan Philipot, Chivaler, soit reaceivour 
et gardein de lea deniers,' &0.; Rot. ParI. iii. 134. The same year in 
October the grant of a tenth and fifteenth was made' entierment sur Ie 
defena du roialme;' ibid. 134.. In 1383 the fifteenth is to be delivered to 
the admirala for the safe keeping of the sea; ibid. p. 151. In 1385 the 
receivers of the fifteenth were appointed in parliament, and ordered to 
pay nothing except by warrant from the king, and under the supervision 
of two lorda appointed as supervisors; ibid. 204, 213; for the neglect of 
this order the chancellor was called to account in 1386; see above, p. 498. 
In 1390 a treasurer and oontroller were appointed; Rot. ParI. iii. 363, 
263. 
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the right which the barons in 1237 had failed to under
stand, and they had advanced a very important step towards 
a direct control of one branch of administration as well 
as towards the enforcing of ministerial responsibility. This 
point is however interesting in conneXion with the subject of 
general politics, rather than as one of the details of financial 
administration. 

289. The command of the national purse was the point on Groat jm.' 

which the claims of thl! nation and the prel'ogative of the king r;:!t;:::a1 
came most frequently iuto collision both directly and indi-=~ 
rectIy; the demand that the king should live of hia own was 
the most summary and comprehensive of the . watchwords by 
which the constitutional struggle was guided, and the in-
genuity of successive kings and ministers was tasked to the 
utmost in contriving evasions of a rule which recommended 
itself to the common sense of the nation. But it must not The royal 

be supposed that either the nation or its leaders, when once f:1;;':.to 
awakened, looked with less jealousy on the royal pretensions ~ 
to legislate, to resist all reforms of administrative procedure, ::'="1' 
to interfere with the ordinary pro.ceas of law, or to determine 
by the fiat of the king alone the course of national policy. On 
these points perhaps they had an easier victory, because the 
special struggles turned generally on the question of money; 
but though easier it was not ths less valuable. There is 
indeed this distinction, that whilSt some of the kings set a 
higher value than others on these powers and on the preroga-
tives that were connected with them. money was indispensable 
to all. The admission of the right of parliament to legislate, to The ~ of 

. f . al Parliament 
inquire into abuses, and to share lD the guidance 0 nation in .th ... 

pomtB 
policy, was practically purchased by the money granted to Vindicated. 

Edwa;d I and Edward ill; although Edward I had a just 
theory of national unity, and Edward ill exercised little more 
political foresight than prompted him to seek the acquiescence, 
of the Dation in his own schemes. It has been well said that Purcbaee of Iibe_and 
although the English people have never be~n slow to shed right&. 

their blood in defence of liberty, most of the limitations by 
which. at different ~mes they ha:ve succeeded in binding the 
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royal power have been purchased with money I; many of them 
'by stipulated payments, in the offering and accepting of which 
neither party saw anything to be ashamed of. The confirma-
· tion of the charters in 1225 by Henry ill contains a straight
forward admission of the fact: • for this concession and for the 
'gut of these liberties and those contained in the charter of the 
forllsts, the archbishops, bishops, abbots, priors, earIs, barons, 
knights, freeholders and all men of the realm granted us a 
fifteenth part of all their moveable goods ,: The charter of 
the national liberties was in fact drawn up just like the 
charter of a privileged town. In 1297 Edward I in equally 
plain terms l'ecognised the price which he had taken for 

Bargain and renewal of the charter of his fatherS. In 1301 at Lincoln 
=~~the barons on behalf of the whole community told the king 

that if their demands were granted they would increase their 
gift from a twentieth to a fifteenth '; in 1310 they told 
Edward II that they had by the gift of a twentieth purchased 
relief from prises and other grievances 5 ; in 1339 the king 
informed the commons, by way of inducing them to be h'beral, 
that the chancellor was empowered to. grant some favours to 
the nation in general, , as grantz et as petitz de la commune;' 
to which they replied in the next session that if their con
clitions were not fulfilled they would not be bound to grant 
· the aid·. The rehearsal, in the statutes of 1340 and la.ter 

1 Hallam, Middle Ages, iii. 163. 
· ., ~o hac autem concessione •.. dederunt nobis quintam decim&lll, 
partem omnium mobilium suorum ~ Select Charters, p. 354. . 

• • Quint&m partem omnium bonorum suor1lm mobilium ••• concessennt 
pro confirmatione Magnae Cartae;' Pari. Writs, i. 53. 

• 'Le pueple du resume ensi ke totes lea chosea suzditea Be f&cent e 
seent establement afermez e accompliz ly grante Ie xv"· en luy del xx''· 
einz ces houres graunte, issint ke tote les Moses suzdites entre sy e la 
Seint Michel prochein suant se f&cent, autrement que rien ne seit levee ;' 
Pari. Writs, i. 105. 

• 'La communaute de vostre terre vous donerent Ie vintisme dener de 
lour biens, en ayde de vostre guerre de Escoce, e Ie vintisme quint pur 
estre deporte des prises et grevances ;' Lib. Cust. p. 199. Similar expres
sions are found in the reign of Edward III; see for example, Rot. ParI. 
ii. a73. 

I 'Furent monBtrez aseunes lettres patentes par les quelea monseigneur 
l'ercevesque avoit poair de granter ascunes graces as grantz et as petitz de 
'la commune;' Rot. Parl. ii. 1°4; of. p. 107. 
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years, of tLe collditions on which the money grants of those1't!n:h'" of 

years were bestowed, shows that the idea was familiar. It pnvilegeo. 

furnished in fact a practical solution of difficult questions 
which in theory were insoluble. The king had rights as lord 
of his people, the people had rights as freemen and as the 
estates of the realm which the king personified: the definition 
of the rights of each, in theory most difficult, became pt;aC-
tically easy when ·it was reduced to a question of bargain and 
sale. 

·As year by y~r the royal necessities became greater, more Pn!oentatiOIl 

1 
. . . of grav"," 

comp ete prOVISion was made for the declaration of the na- mill&. 

tional demands. The presentation of gravamina was made an 
invariable preliminsry to the discussion of a grant, the redress 
of grievances was the condition of the grant, and the actual 
,remedy, the execution of the conditions, the fulfilment of the 
promises, the actual delivery of the purchased right, became 
the point on which the crisis of constitutional progress turned. 
Except in cases of great and just irritation, an aid was never . 
refused. When it was made conditional on redress of griev~ ~ of 

ances the royal promise was almost necessarily accepted as 
. conclusive on the one side; the money was paid"the promise 

might or might not be kept. EEpeciaIly where the grievance 
was caused by maladministration rather than by the fault of 
the law, it was impossible to exact the remedy before the price 
was paid. . Even under Henry IV the claim made by the ~~d 
commons, that the petitions should be answered before the bef0plre 

BOp y. 
subsidy was granted, was refused as contrary to the practice 
of parliament. Thus the only security for redress was the 
power of refusing money when it was next asked, a power 
which might again be met by insincere promises or by obsti-
nate persistence in misgovernment which would ultimately 
lead to civil war. The idea of making supply depend npon 
the actual redress could only be realised under a system of 
government for which the nations of Europe were not yet 
prepared, under that system of limited monarchy secured by 
ministerial responsibility, towards which England at least was 

feeling her way. 
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290. It was under Edward III that it became a regular form. 
at the opening of parliament for the chancellor to declare the 
king's willingness t~ hear the petitions of hi. people 1: aU who 
had grievances were to bring them to the foot of the throne 
that the king with the advice of his council or of the lords 
might redress t~m; but the machinery for receiving and con
sidering such petitions as came from private individuals or 
separate communities was perfected, as we have seen, by 

Precedents Edward I. Petitions however for the redress of national 
of petitions • 
offered in grievances run back to earlier precedents, and these became, 
behalf of the al . d' 1 hI' 
oommunit;r. most lmme late y on t e comp etion of the parliamentary 

system in 1295, the most important part of the work of the 
session. The articles of the barons of 1215, the petition of 
1258, the bill of articles presented at Lincoln ill 1301, the 
petitioll6 of 1309 and 1310, were the precedents for the long 
lists of petitions, sometimes offered by the estates together or in 

)[u!t!tude' of pairs, but most frequently by the commons alone. These peti-' 
r.::~:d. tions fiU the greatest part of the Rolls of Parliament; they 

include all personal and political complaints, they form the 
basis of the conditions of money grants, and of neatly all 
administrative and statutory reforms. They are however still 
petitions, prayers for something which the king will, on con
sultation with the lords or with the council, give or withhold, 
and on which his answer is definitive, whether he gives it as 
the supreme legislator or as the supreme administrator, by 
reference to the courts of law, or by an ordinance framed to 
meet the particular case brought before him, or by the making 
of a ne,v law. 

Machinery 
tor judicial 
action OD 
petitions. 

The first of these cases, the reference of petitions addressed 
to the king, to the special tribunal ~ which they should be 
submitted, need not be further discussed at this point I. It 
has, as hus been pointed out in. an e6rlier chapter, a. bearing on 

1 For eXlUIlple i;n 1.353: C Que s'Us avoient nullea petitions des grevances 
faites a commune poeple, ou pur amendement de la ley, les baillassent 
avant en par1ement: Bt aussint fut dit' a lea prelaw et seigneurs que 
chescun ente,ndr .. it entour Ie triere des petitions des singuleres· persones. 
es ,rlacesou Us furent assignez;' Rot. Pari. ii.137 j cf. ii. 309; iii. 56, 71 sq. 

See above, pp. 275-3 77. . . 
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the history of the judicature, the development of the chancery, 
and the jurisdiction of the king in council i but, except when 
the commons take an opportunity of reminding the king of the 
incompleteness of the arrangements for hearing petitions, or 
when they suggest improvements in the proceedings, it does not 
much concern parliamentary history: although the commons 
make it a part of their business to see that the private peti
tions are _ duly considered, the judicial power of the lords is not 
shared by ~e commons nor is action upon the petitions which 

'require judicial redress ever made a con~tion of a money 
grant. 

The other two cases are directly and supremely important. LegiBlat!on 

Wh th h ' kin dres • b --,,- b on petitiO"" C er t e g re ses gnevances y oruwance or y by ~t&tuto or 

statute he is really acting. as a legislator 1. Although in one 0_ 

case he acts with the advice of his council and in the other by 
the couniel and consent of the estates of the realm, the enacting 
power is his: no advice or consent of parliament can -make 
a statute withont him; even if the law is his superior, and he 
has sworn to maintain 'the law which his people shall have 
chosen, there is no constitutional machinery which compels him 
to obey the law or to observe his oath. Yore particularly, he o.mce of tbo 

is the framer of the law which the advice or consent of the kiDg. 

nation have urged or assisted him to make; he turns the peti-
tions of the comIDDns into statutes or satisfies them by ordin-
ance; he interprets the petitions and interprets the statutes 
formed upon them. By his power too of making ordinances in 
council he claims the power not only to supply the imperfec-
tions of the statute law, but to suspend it." general operation, 
to make psrticuIsr exceptions to its application. to abolish it 
altogether where it is contra,ry: to his prerogative right. Many 
of these powers and claims Bre so intimately bound up with the 
accepted theory of legislation that they cannot be disentangled 
without great difficulty, and in some points the struggle nec~s-
sarlIy ends in a compromise. 

Nearly the wb:0le of,the legislation of the fourteen~ century~OD 
is based upon the petitions of parliament. Some Important th:::t! 

I See below, pp. 615. sq. 
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developments of administrative process grew out of the con": 
structive legislation of Edward I, and were embodied in acts of 
parliament as well as in ordinances; but a comparison of the 
Rolls of Parliament with the Statute Book proves that the 
great bulk of the new laws were initiated by the estates and 
chiefly by the commons. Hence the importance of the right 
of petition and of freedom of speech in the decIaration of 
gravamina, asserted by the invaluable precedents of 1301 and 
1309. As the petitions of the commons were urged in con
nexion with the discussion of money grants, it was very difficult 
to refuse them peremptorily without losing the chance of a 
grant. They'were also, it may be fairly allowed, stated almost 
invariably in reasonable and respectful language. Thus, al
though, when it was necessary to :refuse them, the refusal is 
frequently stated very distinctly; in most cases it was ad
visable either to agree or to pretend to agree, or, if not, 
to declare that the matter in question should be duly con-
sidered; the form 'Ie roi s'ltvisera' did not certainly in its 
original use involve a downright rejection. But th~ king's 
consent to the prayer of a petition did not turn it into a 
statute; it Inight be forgotten in the hurry of business, or in 
the interval between two parliaments; and, as the house of 
commons seldom consisted of the same members two years 
together, it might thus drop out of sight altogether, or it 
might purposely be left incomplete. If it were turned into 
a statute, the statute might contain provisions which were not 
contained in the petition and wllich robbed the concession of 
its true value; or, if it were honestly drawn up, it might contain 
no provisions for execution and so remain a dead letter. And 
when formally drawn, sealed, and enrolled, it was liable to be 
suspended either generally or in p~rticular cases by the will of 
the king, possibly, as was the case in 1341, to be revoked 

Ev"";ons of altogether. The constant complaints, recorded in the petitions 
the answers. ' 

on the Rolls of Parliament, show that resort was had to each of 
these means of evading the fulfilment of the royal promises 
even when the grants of money were made conditional upon' 

, their Ferformance; ,and the examination of these evasions js 
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not the least ...aluable of the many lessons which the history of 
the prerogative affords. 

The first point to be won was the right to insist on clear anel The Com· 

formal anilwers t~ the 'petitions: and this was itself a common ::':::;:~d 
subject of petition: in sevel'al of the parliaments of Edward HI, ~~rs. 
for instance in 133111, the proceedings of the session wel'e so 
much hurried that there was no time to discuss the petitions, 
and the king was requested to summon another parliament. 
In 13'73 the king urged that the question of supplies should be 
settled before the petitions were entertained; the commons 
met the demand with a prayer that they should be heard at 
once I. Occasionally the delay was so suspicious that it had 
to be directly met with a proposition such as was made in 
1383', that the parliament should .not break up until the busi-
ness of the petitions had been completed. If the answer thus 
extorted were not satisfactory, ~eans must be taken to make it 
80: in 13'P, when the king had answered the petiti~ns, the 
lords and commons were advised that' the said answers were 
not so full and sufficient as the occasion required,' and the 
clergy were likewise informed that they were not' so pleasant 
as reason demanded.' The several estates accordingly asked to. 
have the answers in writing; thei were then discussed and 
modified t. If the answers were satisfactory, it was necessary 
next to make them secure; to this end were addressed the 
petitions that. the answers should be reduced into form and 
sealed before the parliament separated; thus in 13H and 1362 Petitions 

the commons prayed that the petitions might be examined and:::.=" 
redress ordered before the end of the parliament • pur salvetee 
du poeple 6 ;' in 1352 that all the reasonable petitions of their 
estate might be granted, confirmed and sealed before the de-
parlure of the parliament'; and in 13'79 the same request was 
made with an additional prayer that a statute might be made 
to the same effect; the king granted the first point, but said 
nothing about the statute, and no such statute was enacted 7: 

1 Rot. Part ii. 6 5~8. 
• Rot. ParI. iii. 147. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 149, 272• 

I Rot. ParI. ii. 316, 318. 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 129, 130 , 133· 

• Rot, ParI, ii. 238. ' Rot, ParI. iii. 61; 
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As a rule however this was the practice: either the petitions 
were answered at once, or the private and less important were 
left to the council, or once or twice perhaps, as in 1388, were 
deferred to be settled by a committee which 'remained at work 
after the parliament broke up 1. 

A more damaging charge than that of delaying the answers 
to petitions is involved in the complaint that the purport of the 
answers was changed during the process of trl£I1BIllntation into 
statute. To avoid this the commons petitioned from time to 
time that the statutes or ordinance.s of reform should be read 

Attempt. before the house previously to being ingrossed or sealed. Thus 
::!~ODStI? in 1341 it was made OM of the conditions of a grant, that the 
prevent tbia. petitions showed by the great men and the commons shonld be 

affirmed according' as they were granted by the king,' by sta
tute, charter, or patent I; in 1344 the commons prayed that the 
petitions might be viewed and examined by the magnates and 
other persons assigned I; in 1347 the commons prayed that all 
the petitions presented by their body for the common profit 
and amendment of mischiefs might be answered and endorsed 
in parliament before the commons, that they might know the 
endorsements and have remedy thereon according to the ordin
ance of parliament'; in 1348 they asked that the petitions to. be 
introduced in the present session might be heard by ~ committee 
of prelates, lords, and judges, in the presence of four or m 
members of the commons, so that they might. be reasonably' 
answered in the present' parliament, and, when they were an
swered in full, the answers might remain in force without being 
changed s. In 1377 it was necessary to maintain that the peti
tions themselves should be, read before the lords and commons, 
that they might be debated amicably. and in good faith and 
reason, and so determined': and in the same parliament the 

1 In 1344 the commons petitioned • que vous pleise ordener par assent 
des prelatz et grantz certeynes gentz qui voillent demorer tan que lea peti
tiona mys avant en parlemen!; aoient termines avant lour departir, issint 
qe la commune ne aoit sanns remedie j' Rot. ParI. ii. 149. See also p. 524 
above, and compare the proceedings in 1371; Rot. ParI. ii. 304-

a Rot. ParI. ii. 133; Statutes, i. 298. 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 149, 150. ' Rot. ParI. ii. 165. 
I Rot..Parl ii. 201. , Rot. ParI. iii; 1+ . 
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commons demanded that, 88 the petitions to which Edward m Demaoda . 
• th last lia b h .• of tho In e par ment ut one ad replied 'Ie rOl Ie vent' ought OOIlUllOlUl tor 

to be made into statutes, the ordinances framed on the.se peti- ::: . .t::;'!, 
tions should be read and rehearsed before them with a view to :;urt.ed 
snch enactment I; in 1381 they demanded that the ordinance 
for the royal household, made in consequence of their petition, 
might be laid before them that they might know the persons 
and JnaIlIler of the said ordinance before it was ingrossed and 
confirmed '; in 1385, as in 1341, it was made one of the con-
ditions of a grant, that the points contained in certain special 
bills should, be endoreed in the same Dl8ber as they had been 
granted by the king I, Many expedients were adopted to insure 
this; in 1327 it was proposed that the points conceded by the 
king should· be put in writing, sealed and delivered to the 
knights of the shire to be published in their counties 0; in 1339 
the commODB prayed the king to show them what security he 
would give them for the performance of their demands I; in 
1340 a joint committee of the lords and commons was named to 
embody in a statute the points of petition which were to be 
made perpetual, those which were of temporary importance 
being published as ordinances in letters patent"; in 1341 the 
pra)'er was that the petitions of the magnates and of the commons 
be affirmed accordingly as they had been granted by the king, 
the perpetu&l points in statutes, the temporary ones in letters 
patent or charters'; and in 1344 the conditions of the money 
grant were embodied in letters patent' pur reconfortel' Ie poeple,' 

. and so enrolled.,. on the statute rollS. This form of record ~ 
commended itself to the clergy also; they demanded that their 
grant and the conditions on which it was made should be reo. 
corded in a charter'. 

We have not, it is true, any.clear instances 10 in. which unfair. 

1 Rot. ParL iii. 17 I Rot. ParL iii. 102. • Rot. ParI. iii. 204-

• Rot. ParL ii. 10. • Rot. ParL ii. 105. • Rot. ParL ii. 113· 
Y Rot. ParL ii. 1330 • Rot. ParI. ii. ISO. • Rot. ParI. ii. 151: 
10 One instance, quoted by Ruft'head in his prJ_ to the Btatu~ 18 

this. In 1362 the commODB petitioned against the use of French m the 
courts of law' the king answered the petition with an lIoBSent that legal 
proceOOingII.hould be henceforth in English; but when this answer became 
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Variation of manipulation of ·the petitions was detected and eorrected, but 
petitions. 

the prayers of the petitions h~re enumerated can scarcely admit 
of other interpretation; unless some such attempts had been 

Introd.uotion made, such perpetual misgivings would not have arisen. There 
of aavmg d b t· ta .. f . clawsea. was no ou taB rong temp bon, In case 0 any promlse wrung 

Remedy for 
this abuse, 
the intro
duction ot 
Bil" in the 
form of 
atatlltea. 

by compulsion from the king, to insert in the enactment which 
embodied it a saving clause, which would rob it of much of i~ 
value. The mischief wrought by these saving clauses wail duly. 
appreciated. By a 'salvo ordine meo,' or 'saving the rights of 
the church,' the great prelates of the twelfth century had tried 
to escape from the obligations under which royal urgency had 
placed them 1. and had perpetuated if they had not originated 
the struggles between the crown and the clergy. Henry II, 
himself an adept in diplomatic craft, had been provoked beyond 
endurance by the use of this weapon in the hands of Becket. 
Edward I had in vain attempted' in 1299 Ii to loosen the bonds 
in which his own promise had involved him, by the insertion of 
a proviso of the kind; and again tn 13003 the articles addi~ 
tional to the charters had contained an ample reservation of the 
rights of his prerogative. The instances,. however, given above, 
which are found scattered through the whole records of the. 
century, show that the weak point of the position of the com
mons was their attitude of pe1;ition. The remedy for this was 
the adoption of a new fF of initiation; the form of bill was 
substituted for that of petition; the statute was brought for
ward in the shape which it was intended ultimately to take, 
and every modification in the original drauglit passed under the 

a statute, it contained a provision that the records should be kept in Latin. 
This however i8 scarcely an instance in point. See Rot. ParI. ii. 273; 
Statutes, i. 375 i Ruffheaci, i. pref. p. xv. . 

1 'Nam sicut nosm majores formulas juri8 Buspectissimas habebant in 
jure, sic rex semper in verbis archiepiscopi, consoientiam habentis purissi
mam, quasdam clausulas causabatur, scilicet nunc" salvo ordine meo," 
nunc U salvo honore Dei," nunc "salva fide Dei i'" R. de Diceto, i. 339. 

• Above, p. J55. . . 
• 'En totes Ies elloses desusdites et chescune de eles, voet Ie rei e entent, 

il e soen cODsaU et touz ceus qui a cast ordenement furent, que Ie droit et 
180 eeignurie de sa coroune savez lui soient par tout i' .Art. super CarlIlS, 
Stat. i. J4J. The importance of this clause came into discuBBion in the 
debates on the Petition of Rights in 1638, and is especially treated in 
Glanvill's speeclt printed in Rushworth's Collections, vol. i. p. 3~". 
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eyes of the promoters 1. This change took place about the end 
of the reign of Henry. VL Helll'Y V had been obliged to reply Undertaking 

to a petition, in which the commons had insisted that no sta-~J:~ 
tutes should be enacted without their consent, that from hence- to petitions. 

forth nothing showd 'be enacted to the petitions of his commune 
that be contrarie of their, asking, whereby they should be bonnd 
without their assent to' This concession involves, it is true, the 
larger question of the position of the commons in legislation, 
but it amounts to a confession of the evil for the remedy of 
which so many prayers had. been addressed in vain. 

The frequent disregard of petitions ostensibly granted, but Petitions ~or 
t bd'd' tatte' db th " theeDfol'Clllg 'Do em 0 Ie m sus, 18 prove y e constant repetltion of Btatutee 

of the same requests in succ!)ssive parliaments, such for instance =1 
as the complaints about purveyance and the unconstitutional 
dealings with the customs, which we 'have already detailed. 
,The difficulty of securing the execution of those which had be-
come statutes is shown by the constant recurrence of petitions 
that the laws in general, and particular statutes, may be en-
forced: even the fundamental statutes of the 'constitution, the General 

great charter, and the ~harter of the forests, are not executed Petition. 

in a way that satisfies the commons, and the prayer is repeated 
'so often as to show that little relit-rice was placed on the most 
solemn promises for the proper administratioIl; of the m~st Petition for 

-solemn laws 8. It became a rule during the reign of Edward III ~!= 
for the first petition on the. roll to contain a prayer for the be oh;erved • 

• observance of the great charter, and this may have been to 
some extent a mere formality. But the repeated complaints of 
the inefficiency of particular statutes are not capable of being 
so explained. Two examples may suffice: in 1355 the commons 
pray specially that the statute of ~he staple, the statute of 1340 

on sheriffs, the statute of purveyance, the statute of weights 
and measures, and the statute of Westminster the First, may be 
kept; in each case the king assents '. The annual appointment 

1 Rufthead, Statutes, i. pref. p. xv:, the form being 'quaedam petitio 
exhibit .. fuit in hoo parliamento formam actus in 8e continens.' 

• Rot. Pari. iv. u; Hallam, iii. 91 • 
• See for eumple, Rot. ParI. ii. 139. 163, 165, 203, 327. 
, Rot. P""l. ii. 365. 366. 
VOL. II.. B r 
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of sheriffs, which was enacted by statute in 1340, is a con
Afgn!"ent of stantly recurring subject of petitions of this sort. It would 
the king on • • 

. the etatutee seem that the kmg tacitly overruled the operatIon of the act 
touchibg • 
oheri1li. and prolonged the perIod of office as and when he pleased; the 

answer to t!le petition generally is affirmative, but· Edward III 
in granting it made a curious reservation which seems equi
valent to a refusal: in 'case a good sheriff should be found, his 
commission might be renewed and he himself sworn afresh 1. 

Richard IT in 1384 deigned to argue the point with the com
mons: it was inexpedient, they were told, that the king should 
be forbidden to reappoint a man who had for a year discharged 
loyally his duty to both king and people I, In 1383 he had 
consented that commissions granting a longer tenure of the 
sheriffdom should be repealed, saving always to the king his 
prerogative in this case and in all others!; but now he declared 
simply that he would do what should seem best for his own 
profit and that of the people. He stated his reasons still more 
fully in 1397'. 

Interference 291. If it were within the terms of the king's prerogative 
of the king 1 II b' ffi' ~ t with the not mere y to. a ow a statute to ecome me Clent lor wan 
exeoution ot f d '.. . . d b II 'd t etatutee. 0 a mlDlstrative m ustry, ut actua y to overri e an enac. -

ment like that fixing the duration of the sheriff's term of 
office, it was clearly not forbidden him to interfere by direct 
and active measures with the obserVance of laws which he 
disliked. It is unnecessary to remark further on the cases 
of financial illegality in which the plain terms of statutes 
were transgressed, and Which . have been already noticed. 
These infractions of the constitution cannot be palliated- by 
showing that an equal straining of prerogative was admitted 
in· other departments, but the exampl!ls that prove the latter 
show that finance· was not 'the only branch of administration 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 168. A very similar answer was given in 1334; ibid. p. 
:I 76 ; cf. Rot. ParI. iii. 44. I 

• 'Le responce du chanceller fuiet tielI, q'il serroit trop prejudicial au. 
roi et a sa corone d'eetre ensi restreint, que, quant un Viscont s'ad bien et . 

• loialment porte en Bon office au roi et au poeple par un an, que Ie roi pari 
avys de Bon conseill ne purroit re-eslir et faire tieII bon officier Viscont pur· 
ran ensuant. Et pur ce Ie roi voet faire en tiell cas come meulsz sembleral 
pur profit de lui et de Bon poeple;' Rot. ParI. iji. 301. '. I 

• Rot. ParI. iii. IS9. ' • Rot. ParI. iii. 3~9· 
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in which the line between legislative and executive machinery 
was very Caintly drawn. The case oC a king revoking a statute ne""""tion 

of atatutea 
properly passed, sealed, and published, as Edward III did in in 1341. 

13. I, is happily unique 1; that most arbitrary proceeding 
must have .been at the time regarded as shameful, and was 
long remembered as a warning. Edward himselC, by procur-
ing the repeal oC the obnoxious clauses, in the parliament oC 
1343, acknowledged the illegality oC his own conduct. The John of 

• Gauntannuls 
only event which can be compared with this is the summary tho acto of 

the Good 
annulment by John oC Gaunt of the measures of the Good Parliament. 

Parliament, an act which the commons in the .first parliament 
oC Richard II remarked on in general but unmistakeable 
terms of censure~; but the resolutions of the Gnod Parliament 
'had not taken the form of statute, and so far as they were 
judicial might be Bet aside by the exercise of the royal prero-
gative of mercy. The royal power however of suspending ~~II8iOD 
the operation oC a statute was not so deterniinately proscribed. =~:~ 
The suspension oC the constitutional clauses of the charter of 
Runnymede, which William Marshall, acting as regent, omitted 
in the reissue oC the charter oC liberties in I 2I 6, shows that 
under certain circumstances such a power was regarded as 
necessary; and the assumption by Edward I, in 1297, oC the 
attitude oC a dictator, was excused, as it is partly justified, by 
the exigency 'oC the moment. There aI'e not however many 
instances in which so dangerous a weapon was resorted toS~ 

1 Above, P. .10. • 
• • Item que la commune loy at auxint lee especiah loys, estatutz ·at 

ordinances de la terre, faitz devant ces heures, pur commune profit et bone 
governance dn roialme, lour feuBBent entierement tenuz, ratifiez et con
fermez, et que par ycelles ils fUSBent droiturelement governez; qar la 
commune soy ent ad sentuz moelt grevez cea en mere que ce ne lour ad 
my eate fait toutes parts eins qe par maistrie et singulertees d'aucuns 
entour Ie roy, qui Dienx assoille, ont eate plusours de la dite commune 
malmesnez ••• Requerante as seigneurs du parlement, que 'Juan que y 
feust ordenez en ce parlement, ne fust repellez sanz parlement j Rot. Pari. 
iii. 6. Here the commons themselves added the saving clause, • sal~t 
en toutes choses la regalie et dignitee noetre seigneur Ie roi avaunt ~t, 
a ]a quelle lea communes ne veullient que par lours demandeechoee preJu-· 
'dieiele y fust faite par aucune voie j' ibid. 
. • In 1385 Richard II suspended the execution ofthe act of 1384. touch. 
ing justices and barons of the Exchequer. until it coul~ be explained by 
. parliament ; ·Rot. Pari. iii. 2IO~ but this suspension was Itself enrolled .. 

Br2 
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'The 'most significant are those in which the king was acting 
diplomatically and trying to satisfy at·· once the pope and the 

:=Ithe parliament. Thus in 1307 Edward I, almost as soon as he 
hlr.rs~:,~f had passed the statute of Carlisle, which ordered that no 
of Carlisle. money raised by the taxation of ecclesiastical property should 

"be carried beyond sea, was compelled by the urgent entreaty 
of the papal envoy to suspend the operation of the law in 
favour of the pope: in letters patent he announced to his 
people that he had allowed the papal agents to execute their' 
office, to collect the firstfruits of vacant benefices, and to send 
them to the pope by way of exchange through the merchants, 

Exceptions 'notwithstanding the prohibitions enacted in parliamentt. The 
from the 
statute of whole history of the statute of provisors is one long story of 
provisol8. . 

similar tactics, a compromise between the statute law and the 
religious obedience which was thought due to the apostolic 

Evasion of see; by regarding the transgression of the law simply as an 
~~~;!"v:,~ infraction of the royal right of patronage, to be condoned by' 

the royal licence, the royal administration virtually conceded 
all that the popes demanded; the persons' promoted by the 
popes renounced all words prejudicial to . the royal authority 
which occurred in the bulls of appointment, and when the 
xing wished to promote a servant he availed himself of the 
papal machinery to evade the rights of the cathedral chapters. 
This, compromise was viewed with great dislike by the par
liaments; in 1391 the knights of the shire threw out a pro
posal to repeal the statute of provisors, ,which' had lately, been 
made more. rigorous, although the proposal was supported by 
the king and the duke of Lancaster; but they allowed the 
king until the next parliament to overrule the operation of 
the statute II. 

part of a statute, so that it is really a case of initiation by the king. not of 
. arbitrary suspension; Statutes, ii. 38. 

1 Rot. ParI. i. au; above, p. 163. ,. 
I 'Fait a remembrier touchant l"estatut de provisours, que les commun,. 

pur 1& gr&nt &ffiance qu'ils ont en 1& persone nostre seigneur Ie roy et en 
son tres excellent sen, et en la gr&nt tendresse qu'il ad & sa corone et lea 
droitz d'icelle, et &uxint en lea nobles et h&utes discretions des seigneurs, 
s'assenterent en plein pariement que nostre dit,seigneur Ie roy par a.dvys ,.,t a.ssent des ditz seigneUl'S pun'a f&ire tielle soefferance tochant Ie dit 
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The more common plan of dispensing. by special licence Pet!t!ODS 

with the operation of a statute, in the way of pardons' and =0' 
t f · . pardon ancl' 

gran s 0 Impunity, was less dangerous t9 the constitution prolectioPo 

. and les9 clearly opposed to the theory of the monarchy as 
accepted in the middle ages. Yet against the lavish exercise 
of this prerogative'the commons are found remonstrating from 
time to time in tones sufficiently peremptory. The power was 
restricted by the statute of Northa~pton passed in 1328; 
but in 1330 and 13H the king was told that the facilities 
for obtaining pardons were so great that murders and all 
sorts of felonies were committed without restraint; the com-
mons in the latter year prayed that no such pardons might 
be issued without consent of parliament, and the king, iIi his 
answer, undertook that no such charters should thenceforth 
be issued unless for the honour and profit of himself and his The king 

I 1 A . 'la • undert&kea peop e • SImi r petition was presented in 135 I 2, and to uae them; 

instances might be multiplied which would seem to show moderately. 

that this evil was not merely an abuse of the royal attribute 
of mercy or a defeat of the ordinary processes of justice, but 
a regularly systematised perversion of prerogative, by the 
manipulation of which the great people of the realm, whether 
as maintainers or otherwise, attempted to secure for their 
retainers, and those who could purchase their support, an 
exemption from t1e operation of the law. Even thus viewed 
however it belongs rather to the subject of judicature than to 
legislation. 

These were the direct ways of thwarting the legal enact- Contriven""" 

hi h h k ·' h d . :11' t forth.repeal ments to w c t e mg a gIven an unW! mg consen . of atatutes. 

Indirectly the same end was obtained by meaI\B which, if not 
less distinctly unconstitutional, were less distinctly illegal; 
that is, by obtaining petitions fo~ the reversal of recent legis-
lation, or by influencing the election· in order to obtain a sub-
servient majority. For both of these devices the short duration 

estatut come }uy semblera re80nabJe et profitable tan qu·a.! proschein par
lement, par i88int que Ie dit estatut Be soit repe!lez en n?;11 article d'iceIl;" 
Rot, ParI. iii. 285; cr. pp. 301, 317, 340; Wa1smgham, u. 2°3 .• 

I Statutes, i. 264; Rot. ParI. ii. 112. See also pp. 242, 253; Iii. 268, &C. 
• Bot. :parl ii. 329· . 
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of the parliaments afforded great facilities·; aha linaer Ed
ward III and Richard II both were adopted. In 1377 f~r 
instance the awards of the Good Parliament -were annulled 
on the petition of a packed house of commons l • In 1351 the 
commons prayed that no statute might be changed in conse-' 
quence of a bill presented by any single person lI; in 1348 
that for no bill deliverelJ in this parliament in the name -of 
the commons or of anyone else might the answers already 
given to their petitions be altered s. The king in the former 
case asked an expl~nation of the request, but in the latter he 
replied more at length: 'Already the king had by advice of 
the magnates replied to the petitions of the commons touch": 
ing the law of the land, that the laws had and used in times 
. past, and the process thereon formerly used, could not be 
changed- without making a new statute on the matter, which 
the king neither then nor since had for certain causes been 
able to undertake j but as soou as he could undertake it h~ 
would take the great men and the wise men of the council 
and would ordain upon these articles and others touching 
the amendment of the law,by their advice and counsel, iri 
such manner that reason and equity should be done to all his 
lieges and subjects and to each one of them.' This auswer is 
in full accord with the policy of the king; it is a plausible 
profession of good intentions, but an evasive answer to the 
question put to him. . 

292 .. The theory that the law/! were made or enacted by the 
king with the conEent of the lords and at the petition of the 
commons implies of course that without the consent of tbe king 
no statute could be enacted at all: and, so far as the rolls of 
parliament show, no proposed legislation except the ordinances 
of 13II reached the stage at.which-it took the form of statute 
without Laving been approved by the king. The legislation 
of the ordainers was altogether exceptional. As a rule, it 
was the petition not the drafted statute which received the 
royal consent or was refused it. Hence the king retained 

1 Above, p. 458• 
, Rot. ParI. ii. 230 i art. 29. • Ibid. ii. 203. 
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considerable power or discussing the subject of petition before 
giving his final answer, and many of the recorded answers 
furnish the reasons ror granting, modifying or refusing the, 
request made. These eases of course differ widely from the 
examples given above, in which, after the prayer was granted, 
the language of the statute was made to express something 
else. But, although they illustrate very remarkably the poli~ 
tical history of the period at which they occur, they need 
not here be considered "as instances of the king's admitted 
power or prerogative iII. legislation, and the examples which 
we have already given are enough to show the danger of 
abuse to which the accepted theory was liable. Two further 
points may however be summarily noticed in this place, rather 
as completing our survey of the subject than as directly con~ 
nected with the liistory of prerogative: these are the king's' 
power of issuing ordinances, and the exact position occupied 
by the separate estates in parliamentary legislation. 

The difficulty of determining the essential difference between lJistinction 

a statute and an ordinance has been already remarked more::= and 

than once, Many attempts have been made to furnish a de- ordiDanooo. 

finition which would be applicable to the ordinance at all 
periods of its nse, but most frequently it is described by. 
enumerating the points in which it differs from a statute ': 
the statute is a law or an amendment of law, enacted by the Reoognlsed 

distizu:tioDs. 
king in parliament, and enrolled on the statute roll, not to be 
altered, repealed, or suspended without the authority of the 
parliament, and valid in all particulars until it has been so 
revoked; the ordinance is a regula~ion made by the king, by 
himself, or in bis council or with the advice of his council, 
promulgated in letters patent or in charter, and liable to be 
recalled by the same auth!Jrity', Moreover the statute claims 
perpetuity; it pretends to the sacred character of law, and 

1 See HaJ.lam, Middle Ages, iii. 49, 50. ' 
• In 1373 the commons complained that the clergy had ignored an 

ordinance made in the recent great council at Winchester, touching tithe 
of nnde~ood because it had not been made a statute: 'les persones de 
seint Eglise, :ntendantz qe eel ordinance ne pestreint mye lour an~ciene 
aocrochement, surmettantz qe ceo ne fust mye afferme pur estatut; Rot, 
Parl ii. 3 I 9. 
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is not supposed t{) have 'been admitted' to the statute roll 
except in the full belief that it is established for ever. The 
ordinance is rather a tentative act which, if it be insufficient 
to secure its object or if it operate mischievously, may be easily 
recalled, and, if it be successful, may by a subsequent act be 
made a statute. But these generalisations do not cover all 
the instances of the use of ordinance. The fundamental dis
tinction appears to lie far deeper than anything here stated, 
while in actual use the statute and the ordinance come more 

'Primary closely together. The statute is primarily a legislative act, 
distinction. 

the ordinance is primarily an executive one ; the statute stands 
to the ordinance in: the same relation as, the law of the Twelve 
Tables stands to the prre'tor' B edict; the enacting process in
corporates the statute into the body of the national law, the 
royal notification of the ordinance simply asserts that the 
process enunciated il,l the ordinance will be observed from 

Reason for henceforth. But although thus distinguished in origin, they 
tlleoonfu· h ti all ' h" th' fH II 8ion between ave prac c y very muc In common: e assIZes 0 eury , 
them. viewed in their relation to the common law of the nation, are 

ordinances, although they have received, the assent of the 
magnates; their subject matter is the same, the perpetuity 
of their operation is the same, and' in time they themselves 
become a part of the common law. Magna Carta is ,in its 
form an ordinance rather than a statute, but it becomes one 
of the fundamental laws of the realm almost immediately after 
its promulgation. Throughout the thirteenth century, during 
which the functions of the legislative were being only very 
gradually separated from those of the executive, the king still 
regarded himself as 'sovereign lawgiver as well as sovereign 

Statutae and administrator. Hence even under Edward I the ordinance is 
ordlnanoea ' I d" • ~. d 1 f th 
nnder scarce y lstinguishable from the statute, an severa 0 e 
Edward L laws whicl?- were afterwards implicitly accepted, as statutes 

of his enacting, were really ordinances,-ordinances which, 
like the Extravagants of the popes or the NOtJell(1J of the 
Byzantine emperors, only required to be formally incorporated 
with the Corpus juris, to become laws to' aU intents and pur
poses. When however, in consequence of Edward's consoli., . 
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dating and defining work, the functions of the parliament as 
sharing sovereign legislative power gained recognition, and 
the province of th'e executive, hoth in taxation and l~gislation 
was more clearly ascertained, it was not possible at once to 
disentangle the action of the king in his two capacities; 
matters which might have well been treated by ordinance, Confusion 

h • . between 
suc as the banlshment of the Despensers, were estabhshed the two. 
by statute, and matters which were worthy of statutable enact-
ment were left to the ordinance. Nor was this indistinctness 
solely due to the double function of the king; the magnates 
also as m~mhers of the royal council, or a large proportion of 
them, bad double duties as well; and thus, although the form 
of statute differed from that of ordinance, the two were now 
and then issued by the same powers and 'occupied the same 
ground. Hence even in the parliament itself little fundamental 
difference was recognised: the ordinances of the great council 
of 1353 were not allowed to be enrolled as statutes until they 
had receiv.ed fresh authority from the parliament of 1354; 
but on the other hand the answers to the petitions in 1340 
were divided into two classes " to be embodied respectively in 
statutes and ordinances, the latter as well as the former being 
published with the full authority of the parliament, but not 
regarded as perpetual or incorporated with the statute law. 

As, however, the growth of the constitution in the reign of~oobscu-
•. • nty cleared 

Edward III cleared up very conSIderably what was obscure In u~ in tho 
d liam h d 

.. reIgn of 
the relations of the crown an par ent, as t e or alnlDg Edward IlL 

power of the crown in council became distillguishable by;very 
definite marks from the enacting IJower of the crown in par~ 
liament, and as further the jealousy between the crown and. 

I • Lesqueux Ercevesque, Evesques, et les autres ensi assignez, oies et 
triea les ditz requestes, par commune assent et accord de tonz ment 
mettre en estatut les pomtz et lea articles qui sont perpetuel. Le quel 
nostre seignur Ie roi, par assent des tonz en dit parlement esteantz, comanda 
de engrosser et enseaJer et fermement garder par tut Ie roiaJme d'Engle
terre, et lequel estatut comence, "A l'honur de Dieu," &co Et 8m.: les 
pointz et articles qui ne sont mye perpetue1s einz pur un .temps, SI ad 
nostre seignur Ie roi, par &ssent des grantz et communes, u::t f&lre et en
sealer SOB Iettres patentee qui commencent en ceste manere, Edward, &c~ 
Sachetz que come preIatz, countes,'" &c. j Rot. ParI. ii. II;! j cf. p. 28o, 
quoted a.bove, p. 427. 
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:~~~. parliament increased" the maintenance and extension of the 
~'!v~gth. qrdaining power became with the supporters of high prerogative 
council. a. leading principle, and the curbing of that ordaining power 

Petition 
in 1390. 

became to the constitutional party a. point to be consistently 
aimed at. It had long been found that the form of charter or 
letters patent was capable of being used to defeat, rather than 
to openly contravene, the operation of a law which limited the 
power of the crown. The Oharter granted by Edward I to the 
foreign merchants was an ordinance which evaded the intention 
of the Confirmatio Cartarum; and, as we have seen in our brief 
summary of the history of the Customs, the precedent was fol~ 
lowed as long as the kings were strong enough to enforce com
pliance. With the reign of Richard II this dishonest policy 
was largely extended: the chronicles complain that whatever 
good acts the parliaments passed were invalidated by the king 
and his council!. 'l:hat this was done in the overt way in which 
in 1341 and 1377 Edward III and John of Gaunt had repu
diated constitutional right, we have no evidence. There is 
however a. petition of the commons, presented in 1390, in which. 
they pray that the chancellor and the council may not, after the. 
close of parliament, make any ordinance contrary to the common 
law or the ancient customs of the land and the statutes aforetime 
ordained or to be ordained in the present parliament: the king 
replies that what had hitherto been done should be done still, 
saving the prerogative of the king I.' This petitio~ and the 

Olaim of answer seem to cover the whole grievance. The commons define 
prerogative. 

and the king claims the abused prerogative: and the saviDg 
words dictated by Richard, • issint que la. regalie du roi s.oit 
sauve,' embody the principle, which in the condemning charges 
brought against him in 1399 he was declared to have main
tained, that the laws were in the mouth and breast of the king, 

1 It is said of the parliament of I3g2, • multa aunt et alia quae statuta 
Bunt ibidem. Sed qlrid juvant statuta parliamentorum cum penitus expost 
nullum Bortiantur effectum I Rex nempe cum privata consilio cuncta vel 
mutare vel delere solebat quae in parliamentis antehabitis tata regni non 
aolum Oommunitas sed et ipsa nobilitas statuebat j' Wals. ii. 48 j Ohr • 
.Ang!. p. 333. 
, • Rot. l'arl. iii. 266. 
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and that he by himself could change and frame the laws of th~ 
kingdom 1. 

The subject, as it is needless to debate here, has its own diffi- Right of the 

eulties, which are not peculiar to any stage or form of government. =~e 
The executive power in the state must have certain powers to =::... . 
act in cases for which legislation has not provided, and modern 
legislation has not got beyond the expedient of inves~ing the 
executive with authority to meet such critical occasions. The 
crown is able on several ·matters to legislate by orders in council 
at the present day, but by a deputed not a prerogative power;· 
but there are conceivable occasions on which, during an interval 
of parliament, the ministers of the crown might be called upon 
to act provisionally wit~ such authority as would require an act 
of indemnity to justify it. The idea of. regulating the ordain- Parliament 

ing power of the crown by recognising it within certain limits·:~!~ 
was in embryo in. the fourteenth century I, but it appears dis- :0"= ... 
tinctly in the rules laid down in 1391 and 1394 for t1(1 'suffer-~uIar 
ances' or exceptions which the king was allowed to make 
from the operations of the statute of provisors. The statute ofstotuto of 

proclamations passed in 1539 B, the 'lex regia' of English his-~~ 
tory, which gave to the proclamations of Henry VIII the force of 
laws, is one of the most curious phenomena of our constitutional 
life: for it employs the legislative machinery which by cen-
turies of careful and cautious policy the par~ament had perfected 
in its own hands, to authorise a proceeding which was a virtual 
resignation of the essential character of parliament as a legis-
lative body; the legislative power won for the parliament from 

1 Above, p. 53 I. ' 
• In 1337 the export of wool was forbidden by statute' until by the 

king and his council it be thereof otherwise provided;' Statutes, i. 280: 
that is the king and council were empowered to settle the terms on which 
the w';"l ehould-be set free; Bee above, p. 554. In 1385 similar power 
was given to settle the staples by ordinance: 'ordinatum est de _ensu 
parliamenti et plenius conccrda~u,?- .quod stapula teneatur in An~li~:. sed 
in quibuB erit locis, et qu~do ~nclplet, ac de modo et ~~rma reg~\DlB ~t 
gnbernationiB ejusdem,.ordinabltur pOBtmodum pe~ ccnBllium ~?~ reglB, 
auctoritate parliament~: et quod id quod per dictum ~ilium m hac 
parte fuerit ordinatum, virtutem p .... liamenti habeat et Vlgorem i' Rot. 
I'arl. iii. 204. 

• 31. Henry VIll, 0. 8. 
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the king' was used to authorise the king to legislate without 
a parliam~nt. . 

293. The second point referred to above as necessary to 
complete our view of this subject is the part taken by the 
several factors employed in legislation; the king, the parlia
ment, . and. the separate estates or parliament; the powers of 
initiation, consultation, consent, and enactment, as they are 
modified during the course of the fourteenth century, and illus
trated by the documentary evidence already adduced in relation 
to other parts of the subject. And it is by no means the least 
of the constitutional results of the century, that, whereas at the 
beginning almost all legislation is originated by the king, at the 
close of it the petitions of the commons seem almost to engross 
the power of initiation. 

In:~''!,7 the The fact that the king and council could at any time initiate 
!ringoil'!"d legislation in parliament is of course beyond question; and 
conn • 

The royal 
right of 
initiating 
reform in 
legislation. 

there can be little doubt that until the reign of Edward p: 
almost all modifications of the existing laws were formally in
troduced by the king, and, where the consent of the parliament 
was deemed necessary, were laid before the assembled estates for 
the purpose of consultation. The barons in their controversy 
with the same king alleged that England was not governed by 

. written law but by ancient customs, which when they were 
insufficient he was bound to amend and reduce to certainty by 
the advice of the magnates and on the complaint of the people 1. 

This implies a most distinct assertion of the royal duty and 
responsibility; the c querimonia vulgi , was a not less powerful 
weapon than the C quas vulgus elegerit • of the coronation oath. 
The enacting clause of the statute of 1362 on purveyance is 
perhaps the hest instance of the continuity of the king's' right of 
initiation: C for the grievous complaint which hath been made of 
purveyors,' C the king of his own will, without motion of the 
great men or commons, hath granted and ordained in ease of 
his people 9' that the abuses shan cease. The clause however 
is prefaced by a statement th~t the king is legislating at the 

1 See above, p. 353. note 3. 
• Statutes, i. 371; Rot. ParI. ii. 270. See above, pp. 434. 435. 
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petition of the commons and by the assent of the magnates, and 
his claim to initiate is stated rather as an additional sanction to 
the act than as a special feature of the process of legislation. 

That a similar power of introducing new laws belonged to the The mag. 

great council of the nation before the completion of the par- ~l:': :r a 

liamentary system is equally unquestioned. Not to adduce initiation. 
again the articles of Runnymede or the petitions of 1258, we ' 
Diay quote as a sufficient proof the proposal made by the bishops 
.in the council of Merton in 1236: 'all the bishops asked the 
ma~tes to consent that children born before marriage should· 
be legitimate aa well as they that be born after marriage, as 
touching succession of inheritance, because the church holds such 
for legitimate: and all the earls and barons with one voice an_ 
Jlwered that they would not change the laws of England which 
have· been hitherto used and approved 1.' Here it is clear that 
the bishops bad introduced a proposal for a new law. The Examples. 

statute' Quia emptores' was passed' ad instantiam magnatum 2,' 
as was also tbe statute 'de· malefactoribus' in 1293 s. The 
articuli 1fUpet" cartas in 1300 were enacted at the request of 
the prelates, earls, and barons '. Throughout the fourteenth 
.centnry petitions presented by the magnates either by them-
selves or in conjunction with the commons are sufficiently fre-
quent to show t.hat the right was not allowed to remain un
exercised D. The fact that such origination is not mentioned in 
the wording of the statutes may be accoun~d for on the grounds 
that the commons almost invariably included in their petitions 
the points demanded by the magnates, and thus the petition of . 

. the latter was merged in the more general statement of counsel 
:and consent. A single instance will suffice: in 1341 the lordsstatuta . 

• framed on 
. petitioned for a declaration that the peers of the land should not the petition 
be tried except in parliament: that declaration was embodied=tes. 
in a statnte enacted' by the assent of the prelates, earls, barons, 
and other great men, and of all the commonalty of the realm of 

, 1 Statutes, i. + • Statutes,!. 106. ' 
• Statute. i. III. • Statutes, t. 136 •. 
• In 1339 'the magnates petitioned alone on the subject of wardship and 

the righ"'; of lords of ·manors; Bot. ParI. ii. 104: in 1341 the lords.!I'lld 
commons petitioned together; ibid. 118. 
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England '" a form sufficiently exceptional to prove that legisla
tion on the petition of the magnates was less usual than legislation 
on petition of the commons. -

r;;;~~::eof The bills of articles presented by the barons, on behalf of the 
parliament. whole community of the realm, to Edward I at Lincoln in 

13011, and the petitions of 1309 sand 1310' were rather peti-
tions of the parliament than petitions of the commOnS: but 
they were important precedents for the separate. action of the 

~;~~ons third estate. The statute of Stamford, the result of the peti
oommonalty·tions of 1309, mentions more than once the supplications ofthe 

commonalty as the moving cause of the legisiation 6; in 1320 

again the supplication of the commonalty is referred to in 
the preamble to the statute of Westminster the Fourth 6. It 
is however the second statute of 1327 that introduces the form 
which was afterwards generally adopted, of specifying the peti
tion of the commons in contradistinction to the assent of the 
magnates 7; and thUs the right of initiation is distinctly and 
unmistakeably recognised. This form continues to be generally 
used until the twenty-third year o{Henry VI, when the words 
'by authority of parliament' were added; from the first year of 
Henry VII the mention of petition is dropped and the older 
form of assent substituted, '8 change which was probably con·
nected with the adoption of the form of' an act or draughted 
statute in preference to that of petition. 

Initiation by The power of initiation by petition belonged to the estate of 
the olargy. 

the clergy assembled in parliament; and upon their representa-
tions statutes were occasionally founded, the enacting words of 
which imply the co-operation of the lords and commons by way 

Statuto of of assent: thus in 1344, on the grant made by the prelates and 
1344 founded l' 
on a petition proctors of the clergy, and, as we know.from the rolls of par la
of the olargy. 

1 Statutes, i. 295. 
• ParI. Writs, i. 104: 'Billa praelatorum et procerum regni hoerata 

domino regi ex parte totius communitatis in parliamento Lincolniae.' 
• Rot. Pal·I. i. 443: 'LeB articles BOUZ escritz furent baillez a nostre 

seigneur Ie roy par 1& communalte de Bon roialme & Bon parlement.' _ 
• Lib. Cust. p. 199: C Ceo est 1& petition des Prelats, contes et barons.' 
I Statutes, i. 154-156. ' -
• Statutes, i. 180. 
, Statutes, i. 253. 
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ment. as the result of th~ir petition, the king, by·assent of the 
magnates and of all the commonalty, does of his good grace grant 
the privileges demanded1• As the right of petition belonged to 
every subject it is scarcely necessary to adduce these illustrations 
of the practice; legislation however, properly so called, does 
not seem to have ever followed on the petition of private in
dividuals l

• 

The right of debating on the subjects which were either laid R:ight of .. 
• discussion lit 

by the klDg before the parliaments, or introduced by means of parliament. 
petition, was recognised in the widest way as belonging to each 
of the estates separately and to all together: there seems indeed 
to have been no restriction as to the intercourse of the two 
houses or individual members; the king's directions at the 
opening of parliament that the several estates, or portions of 
them, should deliberate apart being simply a recommendation , 
or direction for the speedy dispatch of. business. Late in the Co,:"muni-

I • cation 
reIgn of Edward III, long after the final arrangement of thehetweenthe 
t h h ., b h' h be lords and wo ouses, we ave seen a custom arls!ng y w lC anum r common .. 

of the lords, either selected by their own house or chosen by the 
commons, were assigned to confer with the whole body of the 
commons on the answer to be given to the king's request for 

. money8; bui long before this, and in fact almost as soon as the 
parliament definitely divided into two houses, it is clear that 
the closest communication existed between the two. The com
mons were expected, after debating on the questions laid before 
them, to report then: opi~on to the lords'; the lords and 

1 Statutes, i. 302; Rot. ParI. ii. ISO • 
• The statute' de Vasto' pf 1292 is enacted by the king in full parlia

ment in consequence of a private lawsuit exhibited to the king; but the 
enactment is made for the decision of a point on which the judges were 
disagreed, and the initiation of the legislation comes from the king in 
council; Statutea, i. 109. 

I In 1373; see above, p. #6. . • .., 
• In 1347 they are expressly directed to do thIs; Rot. ParI. II. 165; In 

1348 they are ordered to report to the king and his council; in 1351 to 
report to the king on a day fixed; in 1352 to report by means of a chosen 
committee; Rot. ParI. ii. 200, 226, 237. In the last year the. lords sent 
their .. dvice to the commons; in 1362 the knights were exannned before 
the lords' in 1368 the two houses had full deliber .. tion together; Rot. 
Pa.r!. ii. 269,.295; and in 1376 the king directed. them to report to o~e 
another on each point; ibid. p. 322. 
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~roedom of ~ommons in 1341 joined in netitions 1, and in every case of a 
lntercou.rse . .Ii 
between th. money grant not only conference but agreement must have been 
~~':.! the rule. The attempt made by Richard II in 1383s to nominate 

Communi .. 
cation of 
th. clergy 
with th. 
commons. 

Haxey's ..... 

the committee of lords who were to confer with the commons 
was the only occasion on which the king tried to disturb this 

. right of consultation; but on one or two occasions the lords by 
adopting a Bullen tone towards the commons endangered the 
free exercise of it; in 1378 for instance they objected to a con
ference of select lords with the house of commons as a novelty 
introduced of late years, and stated that the proper and usual 

. ,vlan was for both houses to depute a small number of their 
members to discuss matters quietly together, after which each of 
the two committees reported to its own house s. In 1381 they 
declared, in answer to a request from the commons to know the 
mind of the prelates, barons, and judges separately, that the. 
practice of parliament was that the commons should lay their 
advice before the lords and not the lords before the commons'. 
The consultative voice belonging to the estate of clergy would 
seem to have been equally free, but the traces of it are more 
.rare, partly because of the uncertainty of the attendance of the 
proctors of the clergy under the prremunientes clause, partly 
because that voice when exercised at all would generally be' ex
ercised by the bishops, and it is difficult to distinguish between 
.their action as members of the house of lords and as the leaders 
of the clerical estate. If we suppose Thomas Haxey, the famous 
petitioner of 1397, to have been a clerical proctor, his history 
affords a proof, not only of the sellsion of the estate of clergy in 
that parliament, but of its actual co-operation and consultation 

1 S~e above, p: 623. • See above, p. 488, note I. 
I Rot. Part iii. 36. • 
• Rot. Part iii. 100: • Et priast ontre la dite commune que les prelatz 

par eUJ: mesmes, les grantz Heignelll'll temporeb: par eux mesmes, lea chi
vJ/Jers p&r eox mesmes, lea justices par eux et touz aui.res est&tz singulere
ment fussen t chargez de treter et communer sur ceste lour ch&rge, et que 
lour advis fust reportes a 1& commune, a fyn que bon remede fust ordenez. 
A quoi fust dit et responduz, qe Ie roi ad fait cbarger lea seigneurs et autres 
sages de communer et treter diligesument sur lea dites matires, mm 
l'anciene custume et forme de parlement a este tout dys, que 1& commune 
reporteroit leur &dvis sur les m&tires a eux donez au roi nostre seigneur et 
as seigneurs du parlement primerement, et non p&B e contr&.' 
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with the house of commons. Such association of thl! two re
presentative bQdiee was, in the sixteenth century, believed to 
have been customary at the time, then long past, when the 
clerical proctors had attended; but this is not quite clear 1. We 
allall however nnd reason to believe that the proceedings of par
liament in the fourteenth century were not bound by any very 
strict rules. The 'ModuB tenendi parliamentum,' which, although ~oco~t 
it does not describe anything that ever existed, may be regarded &:e!'M~ua 
as exhibiting the popular idea of parliament at the close of the =~=; 
fourteenth century, gives a' rul~ for settling disputed questions 
between the several estates of parliament: the steward, con· 
stable, and marshall or two of tbe~ are to choose nve-and--
twenty members from the whole body, two bishops, three clerical 
proctors, two earIs and three barons, nve knights of the shire, 
and nve citizens and burghers; these twenty-nve are to reduce 
their number either by pairing off or by electing a smaller number 
among themselves, and the process is to be repeated until the 
representation of the whole parliament is lodged in the hands of 

-a committee that nnds itself unanimous "_ There is no instance Committee 

h lIs f 1· : h· h thi' I Ii II d b tofthewhole on t e ro 0 par lament m w lC span was 0 owe, u parliament.. 

the method adopted in 1397, when the clerical estate delegated 
its functions to a single proctor, and in: 1398, when the com· 
mittee to which the parliament delegated its full powers was 
chosen in something like the same proportion from the several 
!,states, may show that such an expedient may have recommended. 
itself to the statesmen of the day. 

The question of assent is of greater im£ortance, but is also Right of 
h· h .... mt 

more clear. The theory of Edward I, that that w lch touc es belonging to 

b b h
- ' . the .. veral 

all should be approved of all, was orne out y IS own practICe_tea. 
and by the proceedings of his son's reign. The statutes of Ed~ 

• ward II are almost invariably declared to be enacted with the 
assent of prelates, barons, and whole community, which in this 
collocation can scarcely be understood to mean anything but 
the commons. The mention of the petition of the cOlllmons, 

1 See above, p. 516, and vol. iii. § 432-
• Select Cbartere, p. 506. Prynne (4th Inat. p. 5) regards this rule 88 .. 

JIlisreading of the Statute 14 Edward III. st. 1. e.5· 

VOL. n, S II 
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Assent to which is introduced under Edward ill, uoes not merely de
legisl&tion. 

scribe a lower position taken up by the third estate, but must 
be regarded a fortiori as implying assent i-that for which they 
have prayed they can hardly need to assent to i-it would further 
seem proved by the fact that in the statutes of the clergy, which 
were not passed at the petition .of the commons, the assent of 

!~.:t!" the commons is declared as it had been under Edwald ITI. It 
queetiollll. may however be questioned 'whether the assent of the commons 

was necessary to such statutes .framed on the petitions of the 
Clergy, whether the assent of the clerical estate was necessary to 
statutes framed on petition of the commons, and whether there 
was not some jealousy felt by the commons of any legislation 
that was not founded on their own petitions. 

!::ntt:f the The first of these points has been referred to already; and it 
oommOD8 cannot be very certainly decided 9. If Edward I, as his practice 
nOOOOBary 
to statutee seems to show, regarded the enacting power as belonging to the 
passed on 
petition of crown advised by the magnates, it is very possible that he looked 
the clergy r 

on the other two estates as being in somewhat the same position 
with respect to himself and the lords, and required the assent of 
each in those measures only which concerned them separately. 
But if this were the case, the practice had as early as 1307 out
grown the theory, for the statute of Carlisle 3, which closely 
concerns the clergy, does not express the consent even of the 
prelates, and no doubt was passed without their overt c0-

operation, .which would have exposed them to excommunication. 
Statutee It is not however surprising that, when the commons under 
_don 
petition of Edward III contented themselves with the title of petitioners, 
the clergy, 
by ..... nl of the clergy should imagine themselves entitled to the same 
lord. and 
oomm0D8. rights, or that the kings should favour an assumption that 

tended to exalt their own claims to legislate. Thus, although 
in 1340, 1344, and 1352 the Eotatutes passed at the petition 
of the clergy received the assent of the commons', it seems 

1 Statutes, i. 293, 303. I Above, p. 359. 
• Statutes, i. I~o-I53. 
, The statute of 1340 is enacted at the reque~t of the prelates and clergy 

, par accord et assent des ditz peres et de toutz autres somons et esteantz 
en notre dit parlement;' Statutes, i. 293; Rot. ParI. ii. 113. The statute 
of 13# is in the form of .. oharter granted • par assent des grantz et des 
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almost certain that from time to time statutes or ordinances Btatutes 

were passed by the king at their request without such assent. =~~t 
The 'articuli cieri' of 1316, which were the answers of the tho clergy. 

king and council to certain. questions propounded by the clerical 
estate in parliament, were enrolled as a statute without having 
received the consent of ·the commons 1. In BomB instances the 
resuits of the deliberations of convocation, in the form of canons 
and constitutions, would require royal assent, or a promise to 
abstain from interference, before the church could demand the 
aid of the secular arm in their execution or repel the prohi-
bitions of the civil courts; in such cases it might .well be ques-
tioned whether the enactments would come before parliament at 
all, and the letters of warning addressed by Edward I to the eccle
siastical councils of his reign,. forbidding them to attempt any 
measure prejudicial to the crown or kingdom, show that some 
suspicions of their aggressive character were felt at that time. 
In 1344 the commons petition that no 'petition made by the Tho com

clergy to the disadvantage or damage of the magnates or com-:~~~~~~! 
mons should be granted without being examined by the king ~.~::!·br 
and his council, so that it might hold good without damage to ~~ 
the lords and commons: This somewhat self-contradictory re-examination. 

quest seems certainly to imply that such legislation had been 
allowed, and that the commons did not at the moment see their 
way to resist it by declaring that no such statute should be 
enacted without their consent. But after all it is not quite 
clear that the petition refvrs to statutes at; all, and not rather 
to ordinances, for which the assent of the commons was not re-
quired '. In the parliament of 1377, however, it was definitely 

communes;' Statutes, i. 302. That of 1352 is 'de l'assent de son dit par-
lement;' ibid. i. 325. . 

1 Statutes, i. 175, 176. The questions were presented in· the parliament 
of Lincoln in J an~ary; the answers were given, after a clerical grant of 
money at York in the following November. 

S The petition of 13# may have had a general application, but the par
ticular circumstances under which it was presented were these: in 1.343 
archbishop Stratford in a council of bishops issued a series ?f constltu-. 
tions by one of which ecclesiastical censures were decreed &g&1D8t all who 
detai~ed tithe of underwood or • sylva eaedu ... • The commons immediately 
seized on this as a grievance, petitioned as stated in the text! and further 
prayed that prohibitions might issue. in c .. ses where suits for tIthe of wood 

BaZ 
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demanded that neither statute nor ordinance should without the 
consent of the commons be framed on a petition of the clergy: 
the' clergy rE!f'used to be bound by statutes made without their 
consent, the commons would not be bound by constitutions 
which the clllrgy made for -their own profit. The king answered 
by a request for more definite information, which was equiva
lent to delay; and the commons afterwards took the matter into 

Btatute of their own hands 1. The statute of 1382 against the heretic 
'3

8
• against I h' hId' h I' th heretio preac )ers, w lC was repea e lD t e next par lament at e 

preaeh.... petition of the commons, as having been made without their 
.consent, forms one clause of a statute which declares -itself to 
have been made by the king, the prelates, lords and commons 
-in parliament s. It may 6r may not have received the assent of 
the commons, but it bears no certain evidence of having been 
framed on a petition of the clergy, nor do the commons allege 
.that it has. It alruost certainly was suggested by the bishops, 
whose functions' it was intended to amplify, but there is nothing 
to connect it specially with the parliamentary estate of the 
clergy, nor was the dread' of heresy at all peculiar to that 
body. 

~~':':"t!'t!. That the consent of the estate of clergy was necessary to 
of cl~ Dot legislation approved by the lords and ~ommons has never been 
required for 
legialation. maintained as a principle, or even as a fact of constitutional 

government. It is therefore sufficient to cite the declaration 
of the statute of York in 1322, in which no mention is made of 
the clergy among the estates of pa.rliament whose consent is 
necessary Jor the establishment of any measure touching the 
lring and the realm s. If there had been any intentiol). on the 

were instituted; Rot. ParI. ii. 149. In 1347 they accused the clergy of 
claiming tithe of timber under the same constitution, and the bishops 
denied the charge; Rot. ParI. ii. 170: but it was renewed in 1353; ibid. 
341. In 1371 a statute was passed at the request of the commons forbid. 
ding the clergy to demand tithe for wood of more than twenty years' 
growth; Statutes, i. 393; Rot. ParI. ii. 301; but the clergy persisted in 
regarding this as an ordinance and as not binding: and there can be little 
doubt that the petition of 1377 had this point in view. The question of 
tithe of underwood occupies far more space in the Rolls of Parliament 
than that of heresy. 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 368.. Statutes, ii. 33, 36; Rot. ParL ii. 13+ 
, Statutes, i. 189; see above, p. 369. . 
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part of Edward I to make the clerical estate a permanent check ~boteDtiOD 
b 

" - . of the clergy 
on t e commons, that lDtentlOn was defeated by the abstention from parJia.. 

of the clergy themselves, their dislike to attend in obedience to men •• 

a secular summons, and tbeir determination to vote their taxes 
in convocation. But it seems to have been regarded as a piece 
of necessary caution tbat in critical cases their rigbt to par-
ticipate in the action of parliament should not be overlooked. 
On more than one occasion, as in 132 I, their presence is in- Their 

sisted on, in order that the proceedings of parliament may not ~w:t 
be subsequently annulled on the ground of their absence; and 
the delegation of tbeir powers to Sir Thomas Percy in the par
liament of 1397 shows that Richard II carefully avoided even 
the chance of any such flaw invalidating his proceedings. Yet 
the protests of the clergy must now and then ha.ve defeated 
proposed legislation. In 1380 the prelates and clergy protested 
against the extension of. the functions of the justices of the 
peace: the king declared that he would persist in doing justice, 
but the resolution did not become a statute 1. ,Sometimes the Proteete ot 
clerical protests were formal; in 1351 , probably, they withheld the oIergy. 

their assent to the statute of Provisors; at all events it contains 
no statement of the assent of the prelates'; and in 1365, in: 
particular reference to the statute of PraemUnire, they declared 
that they would not assent to anything that might injure the 
church of England '. A similar protest was made by the two Proteste by 

archbishops in the name of the clergy in 1390', and in 1393tbe prelates. 

archbishop Courtenay put on record a schedule of explanatory 
protests intended to avoid offending the pope, whilst he sup-
ported the national legislation against his usurpations ft. These 
protests can be scarcely regarded as more than diplomatio 
subteHuges: in each case the law is enacted in spite of 

them. 
The jealousy of the commons with regard to any statute ~aeoDable 

h 
. .. Jealousy of 

which was initiated by any other means than by t ell' petitIOn the oommona 
. 'd h . d f tb k' about was not unreasonable, if we conSl er t e attltu e 0 e mg legislation. 

in council, and the legislative powers claimed for the magnates 

, Rot. ParI. iii. 83. ' Statutes, i . .3 I 7· 
• Rot. ParI. iii. ~6 ... 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 285. 
• Ibid. 30'" . 
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and clergy. The illustrations already given of the manipulation 
of petitions prove that there was ground enough for appre
hension, and the case of the repealed statute of 1382 just 
referred to is strictly in point here. Strange to say, the same 
influence which had obtained the passing of that statute pre
vented the record of its repeal from being entered on the 
Statute Roll. Possibly the lords refused their consent to the 
petition; at any rate the repeal was inoperative. 

We have not yet reached the point at which recorded dis
cussions in parliament enable us to say how the dissent of the 
lords to a petition of the commons or the dissent. of the com
mons to a proposal of the lords was expressed: so far as we 
have gone it was announced by the king in his answer to the 
petitions. Where th~ lords had refused to consent the king 
states the fact and the reasons of the refusal. Such for in
stance is the case in 1377, when the commons had proposed 
special measures for the education of the boy king, to which 
the lords demurred, thinking that all that was needed could 
be done in other ways 1. From similar examples it would 
appear that, although the lords and commons had ample oppor
tunities of conference, their conclusions were stated to the 
king separately. But it is in many ingl;ances impossible to 
distinguish whether the lords are acting as a portion of the 
royal council or as an estate of the realm: sometimes they 
join in the prayer of the commons, sometimes they join in the 
answers of the kingS. 

In following up the points that have arisen touching the 
legislative rights of the commons we may seem to have wan
dered far from the main question of the chapter, the contest 
between prerogative and parliamentary authority. The di
gression is however not foreign to the purpose; the period 
has two great characteristic features, the growth of the power 
of the commons, and the .growth of the pretensions of pre-

I Above, p. 464. 
• See, fo~ example, Rot. ParI. ii. 130; and cf. Rot. ParI. ii. 153: • au 

queux fu respondu par notre seigneur Ie roi et par las grant> en <lit 
parlement.' . 
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rogative. Whatever conduces to the former is also a check 
on the latter; and every vindication of the rights of parlia
ment is a limitation of the claims of prerogative. Thus viewed, 
each of the several steps by which the commons claimed and 
obtained their right takes away from the crown a weapon of 
aggression or cuts off a means of evasion: and the full recovery 
of the right of initiating, consulting on and assenting to or 
dissenting from legislation, destroys the king's power of 
managing the powers and functions of council, and of indirectly 
affecting the balance of power among the estates, so as to keep 
in his own hands the virtual direction of legislation. When The decisive 

11 ' d h . h' . ht I' I ' power of t.he a IS one e possesses, m IS rig to say' e 1'01 e veut or king In 

'Ie roi s'avisera,' more power than can be wisely entrusted to·egislation, 
an irresponsible officer. 

294. The ninth article of the ordinances of 1311 prescribed General 

that 'the king henceforth shall not go out of his realm nor deliberation. 

undertake against anyone deed of war without the common 
assent of his baronage, and that in parliament 1.' This claim, Claim of the 

b h If f h b . d f h b . . parliament made on e a 0 t e aronage, was exerc,lse , rom t e egmmng to decide on 

of the reign of Edward III, and· more or less efficiently from ~ and 
the date of the ordinances themselves, by the whole body of 
the parliament. The import~nce of the point thus claimed 
would seem to be one of the results of the loss of Normandy 
and Anjou by John. That king, so long as he stood, as his 
brother and father had stood, at the head of a body of vassals 
whose interests on the continent were almost identical with his 
own, had had no need to consult his baronage or ask permission 
of his people before making an expedition to France: when 
he did consult the / commune consilium' on such questions it 
was simply with a view to taxation or the ·collection of forces. 
His own will seems to have heen supreme as to the making 
of war or peace: he persisted or pretended to persist i~ his 
preparations for his expedition of I 205 ~ in spite of the most 
earnest entreaties of the archbishop, his chief constitutiona~ 
adviser; and in the later years of his reign the barons, who 
could not disobey his summons to arms, could fetter his action 

1 Statutes, i. 159. • M. PariB, ii. 490. 
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only by refusing to follow him to Aquitaine, a refusal which 
!k':Y J~ce he construed. as rebellion. Under Henry III it was very dif-
on ~hese ferent; he could not have stirred a step without the baronage, 
aubJect& and accordingly in his few expeditions he acted with the advice 

and support of the parliament. He carried the semblance of 
consultation still further; for if we are to believe the London 
annalists, he not only took but asked leave of the citizens of 
the capital before starting on his journeys. In Easter week, 
1232, at S. Paul's Cross, he asked. leave to cross over to 
Gascony; the same form was observed in 1253, 1259, and 
1262 1, and would almost seem to have been -a customary 
ceremony in which the citizens of London represented the 
community of the. realm. The acceptance of the Sicilian 
crown. for his son Edmund, an act to which the magnates, if 
they had been duly consulted, could not be supposed to have 
assented, was a rash and fatal assUlnption of prerogative on 

Edward I 
discusoed 
-_and 
war in 
parliament. 

Henry's part which brought its own punishment and afforded 
a warning to his successors. Edward I eng-aged in no war 
without obtaining both advice and substantial aid from his 
parliaments, and, when the barons in 1297 refused to go to' 
Flanders at' his command, they sought their justification in 
technical points of law', not in the statement that the war had 
been begun without their consent. 

The The langU.age of the ordinance of 1311 seems then llnneces-
onlinanoe 
of 1311. sarily stringent if it be understood as limiting an exercise of 

arbitrary power on this point. Read in connexion with the 
weak and halting policy of Edward II, it seems almost an 

'insult to _ limit the military power of a king, one of whose 
great faults was his neglect of the pursuits of war. If it were 
not intended as a declaration of public policy, in which case 
it assumes, much more than the other ordinances, the character 
of a political principle, it must ha.ve been meant to prevent 
Edward from raising forces, on the pretext of foreign war, 
which might be used to crush the hostile baronage· at bome. 

1 Liber de Antt. Le"oog. p. 9 •• petiit licenti&m'; p. 19, 'cepit licenti&m • j 
cr. pp. 43, 50. where' capere licenti&m' may merely mean 'to take leave.' 

a See a~ove. p. 137. 
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However this may have been, both during the domination of 
the ordainers ,nd du~ing his own short periods of independent 
J·ule, the subject was kept before the king's eyes. In 1314 R<lfusa\ot 

the earls refused to follow him to Bannockburn because the ::e~~~ 
expedition had not been arranged in parliament 1; in 13 19 ~::;,~thout 
he had to announce the day of muster as fixed by assent of parliament. 

the magnates in parliament'; he asked by letter their consent 
to the issue of commissions of arrayS, and in ·the latter years 
of his reign the contemplated expedition to France was the 
chief object for which he tried to bling the parliaments together. 
Although during this reign the commons as well as the mag-
nlltes, when they were called on to furnish money, arms, and 
men, had opportunity of showing willingness or unwillingness 
to join in the wars, the complete recognition of their right to 
advise, a right which they were somewhat re1uctant to assume, 
belongs to the reign of Edward III. 

From the very first transactions of the reign the commons Advice of 

I d h · .. . f d the oommoue were appea e to as aVlDg a VOlce m questions 0 war an asked on war 

peace. Isabella and Mortimer were anxious to fortify their and peace. 

foreign policy with the consent of the commons; and, when 
Edward himself started on his great military career, he started 
with the conviction, which every subsequent year of his life 
must have deepened, that he could only sustain his armaments 
and his credit by drawing the nation into full and sympathetic 
complicity with his aims. In 1328 it was with the counsel 

. and consent of the prelates and 'proceres,' earls, barons, and 
commons that Edward resigned his claims on Scotland 4; in 
1332 the lords by themselves, and the knights of the shire by 
themselves, debated on the existing relations with Scotland 
and Ireland, and joined in recommending that the king should 
continue in the north watching the Scots, but not quitting the 
realm '. From the beginning of the French war onwards, to 
enumerate the several occasions on which the commons were 
distinctly asked for advice would. be to recapitulate a great 
part of the history discussed in the last chapter. We have 

1 See above, p. 354. • See ParI. Writs, I. ii. 518, 5'9· 
I A.bove, p. 570. • Rot. ParI. ii.443. I Rot. ParI. ii. 66,67. 
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there seen how their zeal kept pace with the king's successes, 
how in his necessities they welcomed the opportunity of making 
conditions before they granted money, how when the war 
flagged they inclined to throw the responsibility'of continuing 
it upon the lords, and how when they were thoroughly wearied 
they made no scruple of declaring themselves unanimously 
desirous of peace 1. But on the whole they seem to have been 
awake to the king's policy, and to have been very cautious in 

. admitting that peace aud war were within' their province at 
R~ IL all. And the same feeling appears in the following reign; in 

1380 the commons petitioned against the plurality of wars 2 ; 

from time to time we have seen them vigorously endeavouring 
to limit, direct, and audit the expenditure on the wars,' and 
even attempting to draw distinctions between the national 
-and royal interests in tbe maintenance of the fortresses of 

The com· Gascony and Brittany. But when the question is put barely 
:~~o';."in before them they avoid committing themselves. In 1382 they 
=~ the declared that it was for the king and the lords to determine 
ooUDSellOlL h h . whether e s ould go In person to the war or undertake any 

great expedition s; but by their reluctance to provide funds 
they showed conclusively that tbeir wish was, not perhaps that 
the king should waste his youth in idleness, but that he should 
not gain experience and military education at their cost. In 
1384, when consulted on the negotiations for peace, they replied 
that tbey could not, in the sight of existing dangers, advise 
the king either way; it seemed to them that the king might 
and should act in this behalf as it should seem best to 'his 
~oble ,lord!!hip, as concerning a matter which was his own 
proper inheritance that by right of royal lineage has descended 
to, his noble person, and not as appertaining to the kingdom 
or crown of England '. Such a response, implying that Richard 

1 In 1339 the commons declare that they are not bound to give advice 
on matters of whicl1 they have no knowledge; Rot. ParI. ii. 105: in 1348 
they say much the same; ibid. ii.16S. See above, pp. 400,417. 

• Rot. ParI. ill. 93. 
, • Rot. ParI. ill. 145: 'ne l'ordinance de Bon voiage, ou de nul autre grant 
viage a faire soleit ne doit appertenil' a la oommune einz au roi mesmes et 
as seigneurs du roialme.· 

~ .Rot. ParI. ill. 170, 17 I. 
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should enforce his claims on Frsnce without the assistance of Richard II 

England, provoked a shsrp rejoinder; the commons' were ~=!:m 
charged on the part of the king to declare on the spot their directly. 

choice of war or peace; there was, be told them, no middle 
course, for the French would agree to truces only on terms 
most. favourable to themselves. They answered thst they 
wished for peace, but were not able to . understand clearly 
the terms on which peace was possible, and that they did not 
think that the English conquests in France should be held 
under the king of France in the same way as the royal in
heritance in Gascony was held. The king, having told them 
that peace could nqt be made on such terms, asked them how 
i if the said commons were king of the realm, or in the state 
in which the king is,' they would act 'under the circumstances. 
They answered that, as the magnates had Eaid that if they C&lltion 

were in the position of the king they would choose peace, so ~::ons. 
. they, the commons, protesting that they shouJd not henceforth 
be charged as counsellors iu this case, nor be understood to 
advise either one way or the other, agreed to return the 
answer which the prelates and magnates ·had given; 'such 
answer and no other they give to their liege lord.' Under 
these circumstances, had the occasion ever "arisen for the com-
mons to demand a peremptory voice in the determination of 
peace or war, they might hsve been silenced by their own 
confession. 

So far then the king could in this point have made no claim Th. roy..! 

on the part of his prerogative, which the commons could have l:"t!S:tiona 

contested; As it was, however, no such assertion was necessary, :::~.!;.re 
and the dangerous exercise of sovereign power in this depart-, 
ment consisted in unwarranted acts of executive tyranny, the 
raising of provisions and munitions by way of purveyance, and 
the levying of forces by commissions of array, both which sub-
jects we have already examined. The commons preferred, in 
questions of peace and war, an indirect to a direct control over 
the king's actions; the kin~ would have preferred more sub-
stantial power with a less complete acknowledgment of his 
absolute right to determine national policy. Royal prerogative 



· Conatitutwnal Hiato'!/. [CHA.P~ 

Attitude of and parli~mentary control seem to change pl8.ces. The king 
king and 
parliament. is eager to recognise the authority that he may secure a hold 

on the purse of the commons; the commons, as soon as they feel 
confident in the possession of the purse, do not hesitate to repu
diate the character of advisers, and leave to the king the sole 
responsibility for enterprises which they know that he cannot 
undertake alone. Hence the interchange of compliments, the 
flattering recognition of the prerogative power and personal 
wisdom of the prince, the condescending acknowledgment that 
in all matters of so high concern the prince must have the advice 
of his faithful commons. 

Advioeasked 295. The speeches of the chsncellors at the opening of parlia
~~:~: peace. ment very frequently contained, besides a request for advice on 

war. or ·peace and a petition for money, a demand of counsel 
from the several estates of the realm on the best means of 

Participation securing the public peace 1 ; and it is in this clause, coupled with 
of the th 1 Jr • • • d . h h eommo~ in e genera ouer to reCClve petItIOns an gravamma, t at t e 
tho reVIOW • • • Ii d f h . h f h of judicial fullest recogDltlOn IS oun 0 t e ng tot e commons to 
ma.tara. review the administrative system, and recommend executive 

Tho great 
charter a 
watchword 
in ma.tters 
of justi .... 

reforms as well as new statutes. They were thus justified in 
pressing on the king's notice the misconduct of the sheriffs, 
their continuance i~ office for more than a year contrary to the 
statutes, the evils which attended the unsettled jurisdiction of 
the justices of the peace, the abuses of the Exchequer, the 
usurpations of the courts of the steward and marshall, and in 
general those mischiefs which arose from the interference with 
the ordinary course of justice by the exercise of royal preroga-· 
tive. Thus the commons, although not pretending to be a court 
of justice, attempted to keep under review the general adminis
tration of justice, and to oompel the king to observe the pro-
mises of the coronation oath and the emphatic declaration of 
the great charter. No words I of that famous document were 
better known or more frequently brought forward than the. 
fortieth clause, • nuIIi vend emus, nuIIi negabimus aut differemus 

I For aaDlple, see Rot. Part ii. 103: 'furent trois causes purposes, 
dount la primere fu, que chescun grant et petit endroit soi penseroit I. 
manere coment la pees deinz Ie roialme purroit mieutz et se deveroit plwt: 
Beurement estre gardee.' Cf. ibid. pp. 136, 1",2,161,166. 
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rectum et justitiam1
;' and none probably were more necessarily 

pressed on the unwill.ing ear of the dishonest or negligent 
administrator. The frequent petitions of the commons on this 
point show the prevalence of the abuses and the determination 
of the nation not to rest until they were abated. The sale ofProftlBon 
writs in chancery was made a matter of complaint in 1334, writB. 

1352, 1354, 1371, 1376, and 1381; the words of the great 
charter being in each case quoted against the king': the com- Royal 

plaints are variously answered; in 1334 and 1352 the king 8DBw 
..... 

charges the chancellor to be gracious; in 137 I he is directed to 
be reasonable; but in each case the answer implies that the 
royal right to exact heavy fees cannot be touched; 'the profit 
of the king that has customarily been given afore time for writs 
of grace cannot be taken away,' is the reply of Edward III 
in 1352': 'our lord the king does not intend,' says Richard II, 
'to divest himself of so great an advantsge, which has been 
continually in use in chancery as well before as after the 
making of the said charter, in .the time of all his noble pro
genitors who have been kings of England'" The prescriptive 
right thus pleaded in the king's favour as the source of equity 
could not be allowed in the case of the clearer infractions of 
common right, even when they proceeded from the highest 
authority. In 1351 begins a series of petitions against the P.t!tions 

. h cil th . th ~tth. usurped jurisdiction of t e c:oun ; e commons pray atjurisdicti~n. 

JlO man be put to answer for. his freehold, or for anything ~:cilnv1 
touching life or limb, fine or ransom·, before the council of 
the king or any minister whatsoever, save by the process of law 
thereinbefore used. The king replies that the law shall be kept, 
and no man shall be bound to answer for his freehold but by 
process of law; as for cases touching life and limb, contempt or 
excess, it shall be done as was customary. The next year, 1352 , 

the complaint is stated more definitely j the petitioners appeal 
to the thirty-ninth article of the charter, and iusist that except 
on indictment or presentment of a jury no man shall be ousted 

1 E. g. Rot. Parl.ii. 313, iii. u6, and the passages.referred to ~~Iow • 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 241, 261, 305, 376. Rot. ParI. ~. 241 • 
, Rot. .Parl. iii. u6. ' Bot. ParI. n, 22&. 
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of his freehold by petition to the king or council; the king 
grants the requesP. Ten years after,. in 1362 and 1363, the 
complaint is renewed; false accusations have been laid against 
divers persons before phe king himself; the commons pray that 
such false accusers may be forced to find security to prosecut~ 
their charges, or incur the punishment of false accusers, that no 
one may be taken or imprisoned contrary to the great charter j 
the petition is grsnted, and the answer incorporated in a 
statute I. The royal cc.?uncil was the tribunal before which these 
false suggestions were made, and before which the accused were 
summoned to appear: the punishment of the accusers did not 
tend to limit the powers of the council; in 1368 the prayer is 
again presented and granted, but, like all administrative abuses, 
it was not remedied by the mere promise of redress s; and as 
the 'council grew in power the hope of redress was further 
delayed. In 1390 Richard included this jurisdiction of the 
council among the rights of the prerogative: the commons 
prayed that no one might be summoned by the writ' quibusdam 
de causis ' before the chancellor or .the council to answer in any 
case in which a remedy was given by the common law j the king 
., is willing to save his prerogative as his progenitors have done. 
before him '.' It is scarcely a matter of wonder that with such 
a system of prevarication in the highest quarters there should 

lIthis~.ti~ of be oppression wherever oppression was possible. In the dis-
m mOB 

of disorder. order of the times there are traces of attempts made on the part 
of. the great lords to revive the feudal jurisdictions which had 
been limited by Henry II, and to entertain in their courts suits 
which were entirely beyond their competence. The complaint 
made to Edward III in 1316, against those who accroached 
royal power by new impositions·, may -possibly be explained. in 
this way; but under Richard II the evil is manifest. In 1391 
the commons grievously complained . that the king's subjects 
were ca~sed to come before the councils of divers lords and 

1 Rot. ParI. ii. 339. 
• Rot. ParI. ii. 370, 380, 383; Sta.tutes, i. 38a, 384 . 

. • Rot. ParI. ii. 395: cf. also the petitions in 1377; ibid. iii. 2J: in 1378 j 
ibid. iii. 44: and in 1394; ibid. 333. 

• Ret. ParI. iii. 367. I Above, p. 45+ 
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ladies to answer for their freeholds, and other things real and Private 
personal, contrary to the king's right aud the common law' :jurisdictiODs. 
a remedy was granted by statute', but in 1393 tl;le complaint 
was renewed and the king had to promise that the statute 
should be kept 8. It is not improbable that the foundation of 
the great palatine jurisdiction of the duke of Lancaster may 
have afforded an inviting example for this species of abuse. 

Such prerogative or prescriptive right as could be claimed for Courts of 

the jurisdiction of the royal council, within lawful limits, might ~~B 
also be pleaded for the courts of the steward, the constable, 
the marshall, and other half private, half public tribunals, which 
had survived the enactments of the great charter, and which, 
throughout the w)lole period before us, were felt as a great 
grievance. The necessity of maintaining' these courts for 
certain specific purposes, and the instinctive policy, inherent in 
such institutions, of extending their jurisdiction wherever it 
was possible, together with the vitality fostered by the pos-
sessors of the vested interests, gave them a long-continued 
existence. The Articuli super Cartas in 1300 had defined their 
jurisdiction': notwithstanding much intermediate legislation, 
they were found in 1390 to be drawing to themselves cases of 
~ontracts, covenants, debts, and other actions .pleadable at com-
mon law. The king again defines the sphere of their work, but 
even here he draws in the question of prerogative; the jurisdic-
tion of the constable of Dover touches the king's inheritance; 
before doing anything there he will inquire into the ancient 
custom and frame his remedy thereupon •• 

It would be vain to attempt, even by giving single examples, IDD;ll~erablo 
to illustrate all the .plans suggested by the indefatigable com- ~~:'":'o~n 
mons to meet the abuses prevalent in the administration ofjlldicature. 
justice, very many of which were quite. unconnected with the 
doctrine of prerogative, except that, where the king gave a 
precedent of illegality and defended it by his prerogative right, 
he was sure to find imitators. Justice was delayed, not only in 

• Rot. P&rl. iii. 285. ' Statutes, ii. 82. . I Rot. ParI. iii. 30 5 . 
• Statutes,· i. 138, &rt. 3: for petitions on the subject, Bee Rot. ParI. ii. 

l40, 201, u8, 240, 336, ~68; iii. 65, 202. 

• Rot. ParI. iii. 265. 267. ' 
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compliance with royal writ, contrary to the charter, but by the 
solicitations of great men, lords and ladies, who maintained the 
causes not merely of their own bona fide dependents, but of all 

!:'~ce who were rich enough to make it worth their while 1. Th!l evil 
and livery. of maintenance was apparently too strong for the statutes j the 

very judges of the land condescended to accept fees and robes 
from the great lords', as the king out of compliment wore the 
livery of the duke of Lancaster. The justices of assize were 
allowed to act in their own counties, in which they were so 
closely allied with the magnates, that abuses prevailed of which 
it was not honest or decent to speak particularly: that especial 
mischief was abolished by statute in 1384 s. The inefficscy of 
appeals was a crying evil; the judges heard appeals against 

ChLim. ·their own decisions. The choice of the justices of assize was a. 
of tho 
commons to frequent matter of discussion, and the functions as well as the 
=~fth. nomination of the justices of the peace was a subject both of 
juati.... ,petition and statute, of peculiar interest to the knights of the 

shire, who were, as we have remarked, the most energetic part 
of the parlia.ment'. Enough, however, has been ~aid on this 
point to illustrate the question before us, the unwillingness of 
the king to grant a 'single prayer that might be interpreted as 
limiting his' regalie5,' and the determination of the commons 
to control the power which they believed themselves competent 
to regula.te, and fully justified in restricting where restriction 
was necessary. 

It is curious perhaps that the house of commons, whilst, it 
thus attempted, and . exercised in an indirect way, a control 
over every department of justice, should not have taken upon 

1 See the petitions against maintenanoe j e.g. Rot. Part ii. 10. 62, 166, 
aOI, 228, 368. . -

• Rot. ParI. iii. 200. 
• Rot. P .... I. ii. 334 j iii. 139, 200 j Statutes, ii. 36. 
, In 1363 the commons petitioned for power to elect justices of labourers 

and artisans and guardians of the peace, but the king directed them to 
nominate fit persons out of whom he would choose; Rot. ParI. ii. 277. The 
same proposal was made in the Good Parliament j ibid. 333. 

• The constant allegation of the regalie appears in the very first years 
.of Richard II, and continues throughout the reign. Many instances have 
been already given; see also Rot. ParI. iii. 15. 71. 73"99, 267, 268, 279. 
a86, 321, 347. 
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itaelf to act judicially, but have left to the house of lords the PooaibilltJ 

task of trying both the causes and the persons that were amen-~!. th; 
able to no common-law tribunal Ie they ever were tempted:::~0118 
to act as judges it must have been during the period before~m~& 
us, when the arrangement in the two houses was still new and justice. 

when many members of the lower house might fairly have 
considered themselves to be the peers of the magna~s, who 
were distinguished only by the special summons. The king 
or the influential minister-Edward II at York in 1322, 
Mortimer at,Winchester in 1330, or Edward TIl in the de
struction of Mortimer-would perhaps have welcomed the 
assistance of the commons in judgment as well as in legisla-
tion. But it was a happy thing on the whole that the com- The com

mons preferred the part of accuser to that of judge, and were :~=::n' 
content to accept the award of the magnates against the objects ~::'~:f im

of their indignation. The events of the closing years ofpoacbment.. 
Richard's reign show' that the third estate, notwithstanding 
its general character of patriotic independence, was only too 
susceptible of royal manipulation i that the right of impeach. 
ment was a weapon which might be turned two ways. The 
fact that, most of the great malefactors on whom the power 
of impeachment was exercised were' magnates, gave them alf 
.. matter of course the right to be tried by their peers, and 
the lords, new in their judicial work, thought it necessary in 
1330 to disavow any intention of trying anr who were not 
their peers I. But the commons wisely chose their attitude on They decline 

the occasion of the deposition of Richard, and declared that the,. to bejudgee. 

were not and had not acted as judges 9. The fact that they 
had in 138. heard the complaint' of John Cavendish against 
Michael de la Pole, and the other occasions on which the peti-
tions of individuals were laid before them, show how nearly they 
were willing to undertake the functions of a court of law I. 

I Rot. ParI. ii. 53, 54: they had tried Sir Simon Bereford, John Mal
travers Thomas Gurney, and William de Oole for the murder ?f Edwar? !L 
Thonuw: Berkeley was tried by a jury of knights in the par.l.,.ament; .but 
p. ;7. • Rot. ParI. ill. 427. • 

.. Rot. ParL iii. J68: • un J om Cavendish de Londres P:"'soner so. 
pleignast en ce pariement, primerement devant la, commune d Engleterre, 

VOL, II. T t . 
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The indistmctness of the line drawn' between the executive 
and legislative powers in the kingdom, and between the execu
tive and legislative functions of the king, accounts to soma 
extent, not indeed .for the theoretical assumptions of high pre., 
rogative, but certainly for the, difficulty of securing in the. 

It explaina 
the attitude 
oftha more 
deepotio 
kings. 

hands of the parliament proper control over,the administration, 
Nor is the indistinctness all on one side. A king who inherited 
traditionS of despotism, or who like Richard II had formed 
a definite plan of _ absolute sovereignty, saw little difference 
between the enacting and enforcing of a law, between the 
exaction and !he outlay of a pecuniary impost, between .the 

• raising and the command of an army: he inherited his crown, 
from kings, many of. whom had exercised all these powers with 
little restraint from the counselor consent or dissent of their 
parliaments. With the barons of the thirteenth century and 
the parliaments of the fourteenth it was the substance of power, 
not the theoretical limitation of executive functions, that was 
the object of pontention. The claims made in 1258 for the 
direct election of the king's council and ministers, the resus-, 
citation of the same projects in I31t and 1386, were nearly 
as much opposed to the ultimate idea of the constitution as 
were the abuses of power which they were intended to rectify. 

lntrusio!", of When the parliament under the leadership of the barons pro-
the pallia.- • 
ment into ceeded to make regulations for the household, to fix the day& ==e and places ,of muster, to determine beforehand 'the times for 

their own sessions, to nominate justices of the peace and other 
Ilubordinate ministers of justice, they were clearly intruding 
into the province of the executive. That their designs were 
beneficial to the nation, ,that their attempts even when frus
trated conduced to the growth of, liberty, that they were dic
tated by a tru~ sense of national sympathy, is far more than 
enough to acquit them of presumption in the eyes of the 
posterity which they so largely benefited. But the same facts 
did not present themselves in the same light to the kings who 

en lour assemble en presence d'autres prelatz et seigneurs temporels illll&' 
ques lora esteantz, et puis apres devant tou~ lea prelatz et seigneurs 
esteanta en ce parlement.' The chancellor answered the complaint first 
before the lords, then before the 10l'ds and commons together. ' 
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·had in the person of Richard II perfected the idea of territorial 
monarchy. And this must be allowed to mitigate in some Bomo_ 

d th th t • .. ·ted h . for tho high egree e censure a 18 VISl on t OSS sovereigns who theory of 

·were the most ardent maintainers of prerogative. They had prorosa
ti 

.... 

inherited their crown with duties to both predecessgrs and 
IlUccessors: they were none of them, unless it was Edward II, 
JDen of mean ability, _or consciously regardless of their duties 
towards their people: they looked on the realm too much as 
a property to be managed, not indeed without regard to the 
welfare of the inhabitants, but with the ultimate end and aim 
of benefiting its owner; a family perhaps, but one in which 
the patria potestas was the supreme rule,-a rule to which. 
there was no check, against which there was no appeal. The !!l'Iuitable 

. . 1 hi . h . . d Judgmon' a:onstitutiona sronan as -not to acqUIt or con emn, but .he D"""""""7. 

must recognise the truth of circumstances in which entire .. ac-
quittal and entire condemnation alike woUld be unjust. 
. 296. In no part of the constitutional fabric was more au- Power of the 

th · 1 ft to th kin d • I· rfi . king in the onty e e g, an m none was ess mte erence oonstit~tion 
attempted by the parliament, than in the constitution of the ~lia
parliament itself. It would almost seem as if the edifice 
crowned by Edward I in 1295 was already deemed too sacred 
to be rashly touched. The king retained the right of sum-
JDoning the estates whenever and wherever he chose; he could, 
'Without consulting the magnates, add such persons as he pleased . 
to the pennanent number of peers, and he might, no doubt, 
with very little trouble and with no sacrifice of popularity, 
have increased or diminished the number of members of the 
house of commons by dealing with the sheriffs. On these three 
points occasional· contests turned, but they scarcely ever, as 
was the case in later reigns, came into the foreground all 
leading constitutional questions. 

The frequent session of parliament was felt by the nation at BoDtime~t 
• of the king 

)arge far more as a burden than as a privilege; the counties=: ... 
and boroughs alike murmured at the cost of representation i to f!"'luen, 

. BeilDona of. 
the borough representatives in the lower house and the mo- parliamen'-

nastic members of the upper house avoided attending when-. 
eVllr. theY. .. could;. and frequent pIIoIliaments were generally 

Tt2 
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Frequent regarded as synonymous with frequent taxation. On the other 
parliamenta 
unpopular. hand the more active politicians saw in the regular session of 

the estates the most trustworthy check upon the arbitrary 
power of the king, W.110 was thus obliged to hear the com.;. 
plaints of the people, and might, if they dealt ,judiciously in 
the matter of money, be obliged to redress their grievancelf. 
With the king the feeling was reversed in each case; as a 
means of raising money, he might have welcomed frequent 
and regular sessions; as a time for compulsory legislation and 
involuntary receiving of advice, he must have. been inclined to 
call them as seldom as possible. Accordingly when political 
feeling was high, there was a, demand for annual parliaments ; 
when the king's necessities were great and the sympathy of 
the nation inert or exhausted, there was a manifest reluctance 

Th.... to attend parliament at all Thus in 1258 the barons under 
l:"tt:"';:,.~ the Provisions of Oxford directed the calling of three parlia .. 

menta every year, and Edward I observed the rule so far as 
it involved annual sessions for judicial purposes; but neither 
of these precedents applied exactly to the parliaments when 
completely constituted. Three times in the year was clearly 
too often for the country to be called on to Bend representa. 
tives either to legislate or to tax. The completion of the par
liamentary constitution having rendered the necessity less 
pressing, the latter years of Edward I and the early years or 
Edward II saw these assemblies called only on urgent occasions, 
and this no doubt, as well as the wish to imitate the barons 

Ann,na! of 1258, led the lords ordainers I of 1311 to direct annual 
parliamenta, l' th . . t d 6 d' ordered par laments; e same queshon arose In 1330 an 13 2, an 
~~e.... in both those years it was ordered by statute that parliaments 
~- . Th .... tute. should be held once a year and.oftener if necessary s. e 

same deman,d was made in the Good Parliament and was 
answered by a reference to existing statutes '. The question 
and answer were repeated in the ~rst parliament of Richard II', 

I Statutes, i. 165, art. 29. I Statutes, i. 265. ' 
I Statutes, i. 374: on the subject of annual t>AI'liaments, see especially' 

the article by Mr. Allen in the 28th volume of the Edinburgh Review, 
DO. 55, pp. 126 sq • 
. • Ro~ ParI. ii. 355. art. 186. • Rot. ParI. iii. la. ar~ 5+ ' 
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and in 1378 the chancellor in his opening speech referred to Annual 

the rule now established as one of the causes of the summons Parliament... 

of parliament I, In 1388 the commons even went so far as to 
fix by petition the time for summoning the next parliament II. 
Examples of a contrary feeling may be found: thus in 1380 
both lords and commons petition that they may not be called 
together for another year s, Other instances show that the 
need of mon,ey occasionally influenced the king more strongly 
than the fear of receiving unwelcome advice j in· i328 four par-
liaments were held, in 1340 three, and in some of the later 
years of Edward III and of the early years of Richard II the 
estates were called together twice within a period of twelve 
months. In those years again for which supplies had been Irregularity 

provided by biennial or triennial grants made beforehand no == 
parliament was called at all. The result was to leave matters for. 

very much as' they were; annual parliaments were the rule; 
it was only in nnquiet times that the commons found it ne-
cessary or advisable to insist on the observance of the rule; 
but when they found Richard II proposing to dispense alto-
gether with parliament and reduce the assembly of the estates 
to a permanent committee, they were at once roused to the 
enormity of the offence against their rights. 

The determination of the place of parliament and of the Place of 

length of the session rested with the king. Occasionally the;mtb:::: 
place was fixed with a view of avoiding the interference of 
the London mob with the freedom of debate; Winchester and 
Salisbury were chosen by Mortimer, and Gloucester by John 
of Gaunt for this reason; most of the deviations from the rule 
of meeting at Westminster were however caused by the Welsh 
and Scottish wars. The power of prorogation either before or Power o~ 
after the day of meeting rested with the king, and, although prorogation. 

in a vast majority of instances the parliaments were newly 
summoned and the representative members chosen afresh for 
each session, the few exceptional cases of prorogation are 

I Rot. ParI. iii. 33. • Rot. Pari. iii. 246• 
8 Rot. ParI. iii. 75: «en priantz a nostre seignur Ie roi que nul parle

ment soit tenuz deinz Ie dit roialme pur pluis charger sa poevre commune 
par entre cy et Ie dit feate de S. Michael proschein venant en un an,' 
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sufficient to prove that the royaf right was exercised without 
New election hesitation and without producfug any irritation 1. Occasionally 
asked for. • 

as In 1339 the commons expressed a wish for a new election s, 
being unwilling perhaps to extend their delegated powers to 
purposes which were not contemplated when they were first 

~""';one chosen. 'Neither king nor parliament liked long sessions; the 
, eel. king would gladly dispense with the attendance of his advisers 

Qs soon as money was granted; and the advisers were eager 
to depart as soon as their petitions were answered. In 1386, 
on the occasion of the impeachment of Michael de 18 Pole, it 
is doubtful whether the parliament resisted the king's intention 
to' dismiss them or compelled him, by a threat of dissolution, 
to attend against his will. But generally it seems to have 
been more difficult to keep the members together than to 

Creation of 
earls by 
advice and 
OODllOllt of 
the parlia
ment. 

shorten, for any reason, the duration of the session. 
The king exercised without any direct check the power of 

adding to the numbers of the house of lords by special sum
mons, in virtue of which the recipient took his' seat as 8 here
ditary couusellor. Edward III however introduced the custom 
of creating great dignities of peerage, earldoms and dukedoms, 
in parliament and· with the consent of that body. By doing 
this he probably hoped to avoid the odium which his father had 
incurred in the promotion of Gaveston, and to obtain parlia
mentary authorisation for the gifts of land or other provision, 
made out of the property at his disposal, for the maintenance of 
the new dignity. Thus in 1328 at the Salisbury parliament he 
made three earls, those of Cornwall, March, and Ormond 8; in 
the parliament held in February, 1337, he made seven earls " 
three by the definite advice and four with the counsel and' con- , 
sent of parliament, one of whom, William Montacute earl of 
Salisbury, had some years before, received a considerable en
dowment at the request of the parliament as 8 reward for his 

1 The princip;U cases of prorogation uptothls point were in 13I1,above, 
'p. 347; in 1338. p. 390; in 1333. p. 396; in 1381, p. 483; in 1388. P. 50'" 
and in 1397-8, p. 531. Mr. Allen (Edinb. Rev.lCCviii. 135-137) gives some 
other instanoes which are not pro!"g&tions; e.g. the great council at Win
chester in 1371, and the Bupplementary sessions at Lincoln in the reign of 
Edward II. 

I Ahove, p. 400. ~ A, Murimuth, P. 58. t Ibid. p. 81 •. 
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assistance rendered -to the king against :Mortimer l , The pro"'
motions made by Richard II were likewise announced or made 
in parliament, although not always with a statement of counsel 
or consent. But this practice did not extend to simple baronies, Creation of 

which continued to be created by the act of summons until in;"~ bT 

1381 Richard created Sir John Beauchamp of Holt, lord Beau- _ 
champ and baron of Kidderminster by letters patent '. These Power of 

examples therefore do not affect the general truth of the pro- ~;!:: :;:. 
position' that the determination of the numbers of the house ofl:i::>of 
lords practically rested with the king, controlled, and that very 
inadequately, by the attempts made in parliament to prevent 
him from alienating the estates of the crown by the gift of 
which his new nobility would be provided for. As has been 
already observed, the number of barons summoned during the 
fourteenth century gradually decreased: the new creations or 
new summonses did not really fill up the vacancies caused bYl 
the extinction of great families or the accumulation of their. 
baronies in the hands of individual magnates. The institution N.w titl ... 

of dukedoms and marquessates by Edward ill and Richard II; 

1 Rot. Pari. ii. 56: William Montacute was made earl of Salisbury bi 
the request of parliament; Henry of Lancaster earl of Derby, and Hugh 
of Audley earl of Gloucester 'de diflinito dieti parliamenti nostri consilio;' 
Lords' Report, vol. v. pp. 37, 31,33: William Clinton earl of Huntingdon, 
ibid. p. 38; William Bohun earl of Northampton, ibid. p. 30; Robert 
Ufford earl of Suffolk, ibid. p. 3 I; by the counsel and consent of parlia
ment. So also the marquess of Juliers in 1340 was made earl of Cam
bridge; the Icing's eldest son was created prince of Wales by advice of 
parliament; Ralph Stafford earl of Stafford, and Henry duke of Lancaster 
in 1351. were promoted with the consent of the lords. Richard IT did 
not uniformly follow his grandfather's precedents; but it was occasio'll'lly 
done down to the year 1414; see Sir Harria Nicolas on the proceedinga 
in the case of the earldom of Devon, app. ix. p. elxxviii. In 1435, the law 
was distinctly laid down: 'quod hujusmodi creatio ducum sive comitum,. 
aut aliarum dignitetum, ad solum regem pertinet et non ad parliamentum,' 
Rot. Pari. iv. 37+ 

• 'Sciatis quod pro bonis et gratuitis serviciis quae dilectus et fidelis 
miles noster Johannes de Beauchamp de Holt senescallus hospitii nostri 
nobis impendit, ac loco per ipsum tempore coronationis nostrae hucusque 
nobis impenso, et quem pro nobis tenere poterit in futuro in nostrls con
siliis et parliamentis, nacnon pro nobill et fideli genera unde des~ndit, ac 
pro luis magnificis sensu et circumspectione, ipsum J obannem m unum 
parium ac baronum regni boem Angliae praefecimus; volentes quod idem 
Johannes et heredes masculi de corpore suo ·exeuntes s~tum baronis opti
neant ac domini de Beauchamp et barnnes de Kydermynster nnncupentur,' 
Lords'Report, v. 81, The example w~_not f?llowed until 1433· 
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N .... titlee. and the creation of viscounts by Henry VI, increased the splen-' 
, dour of the house of lords and perhaps contributed to set it 

wider apart from the body of Englishmen, but did not in any 
'way strengthen either the royal power or the actual importance 
of the baronsge. It was copied from the customs of France and 
the empire, and may even have produced, in the multiplication 
of petty jealousies and personal assumptions, -evils which, how
ever rife abroad, had not yet penetrated deep into English 
society. 

!0.s:~~: No attempt seems to have been made during the first century 
num.ri~ of of its existence to alter the numerical proportions of the house 
proportion 
the honee of of commons, either on the part of the king or on the part of 
oommona- parliament. The number of counties being fixed, and the numNnmberot 
:;.~ ber of representatives from each being determined by a custom 
unvaried. older than the constitution of parliament itself, there was no 

colourable pretext on any account to vary it. The exceptional 
assemblies of 1352, 1353, and 1371, to which one represen
tative was summoned from each county, were not regardedl 
as full and proper parliaments, but as great councils only, th& 
action of which required subsequent ratification from the proper. 

Variation In assembly of the estates. The number of town representatives 
~~=::r might no doubt easily have been tampered with. Summoned as 
membera. they were by the general writ addressed to the sheriff, and Dot 

individually specified in that writ, the towns might, either by 
the indulgence or by the political agency of the sherifi', have 
been deprived of the right or allowed to escape the burden of 
representation. That this was to some extent allpwed, would 
seem to be proved by the statute' of 1382, which forbids the! 
sheriff to .be negligent in making his returns, or to leave out of 
them any cities or boroughs that were bound and of old time 
were wont to come to the parliament 1. But the borough 
element of parliament was, during the greatest part of the 
fourteenth century, of very secondary importance; the action 
of the town representatives is scarcely ever mentioned apart 
from that of the knights of the shire, and seldom ~oted in con
junction with it; it is only from the subservient and illiberal 

, Statutes, ii. 15; Rot. ParI. iii. 12+ 
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action of Richard's later parliaments that we can Infer that they 
occupied a somewhat more influential place at the close of the 
reign than at the beginning j and it would seem to have been 
scarcely worth while for either the royal or the anti-royal party 
to have attempted important action through their means. 

It was not then by altering the balance of numbers in the Attempts to 

house of commons that the rival parties, in the infancy of repre- ~~':' the 
sentative institutions, attempted to increase their own power; 
but by the far more simple plan of influencing the elections and, 
if the use of the term is n~t premature, by modifying or trying to 

, modify the franchise. The former seems to have been the policy The king 

f th k· h uld d al . di I '·th h h -!Ir employ" tho .0 e mg, w 0 CO e lmme ate y WI t e s enllS Orilheri1lkto 
eould overawe the county court by an armed force; the 'latter =.~t!:.. 
was attempted on one occasion at least by the opposition. In 
1377 John of Gaunt procured the return of a body of knights of 
tlle shire which enabled him to reverse the acts of the parliament 
of 13761; in 1387 Richard by directing the sheriffs to return 
knights who had not taken part in the recent quarrels, ' magis 
indifferentes in mod~rnis debatis,' was held to have interfered 
unconstitutionally with the rights of the commons9

; and the 
parliament of 1397 was elected and assembled under intimida-
tion 8, The despairing cry of the earl of Arundel when put on 
his trial, 'The faithful commons are not here,' and his persistent 
declaration that the house of commons did not express the real 
sense of the country, can bear no other interpretation. 'It was Alleged 

moreover one of the charges on which the judicial sentence = n. 
against Richard was founded that' although by statute and the 
cnstom of his realm, at the convoking of every parliament, his 
people in every county ought to be free to choose and depute 

I Chron. Angl. p. 123: • Milites vero comitatus, quos dux pro arbitrio 
aurrogaveratj nam omnes qui in ultimo parliamento stetel'ant proouravit 
pro viribus amoveri, ita quod non fuerunt ex illis in hoc parliamento 
praeter duodecim. quos'dux amovere non potuit. eo quod comitatus de 
quibus electi fuerant alios eligere noluerunt.' As a matter of f .... '1; only 
sixteen members of the parliament of 1376 were returned in 1377 ; nine 
knights and Beven burge&Be& ; Returns, pp. 193-197. 

• See above. p. 503 • 
• .Ann. Ricardi. p. 309: • MilitibuB parliamenti qui non fuemnt electi 

per communitatem, prout mos exigit, sed per regiam voluntatem.' Cf. 
Political Poems, ed. Wright, i. 413", 
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!l.~~~ knights' for' such counties to be present in parliament and ex .. 
~~:i~ns. hibit their grievances and to prosecute for remedies thereupon 

as it should seem to them expedient; the king, in order that he 
might in his parliaments obtain more freely effect for his 
arbitrary will, frequently directed his mandates to the sheriffs 
directing them to return to his parli~ents certain persons 
named by the king himself as knights of the shires; which 
knights, being favourable to the king, he was able to .induce, 
sometimes by various threats and terrors, sometimes by gifts, 
to consent to things which were prej~dicial to the realm and 
very burdensome to the people, especially the grant of the 
custom of wool for the king's life 1.' The charge was no doubt 
true, and the evil practioo itself may have been an integral 
part of Richard's deliberate attempt on the national liberties. 

AttemplB The commons, however jealous of the king's interference with 
madebytbe hI' th 1 disp d .. th 
oommOD8 to tee ectlOns, were not emse ves. ose to acqUIesce ill e 
~:~'!: unsatisfactory conditio~ of the electoral body,-the county 
0I_0D. court, which was peculiarly amenable to manipulation, not only 

by the 'king but by the great lords of the shire. The petition 
presented in 1376 might tell two ways: in it the commons 
prayed that the knights o( the shire for these parliaments might 
be chosen by common election from the best people of the 
counties, and not certified by the sheriff alone without due elec
tion, on certain penalties I; it might mean that the mixed crowd 
of the county courts was unfit to choose a good representative, 
or that the sheriff took advantage of thE! uuruly character of the 
gathering, sometimes 'perhaps to return the member without 
show of election, sometimes to interpret the will of the electors in 
fa~our of his o~ candidate. Instances were not unknown in 
which the sherifi' returned his own knights when the county had 
elected others'. The attempt made by the commons in 1372' to 
prevent the election oflawyers as knights of the shire is another 
illustration of the wish to purge the assembly of a class of mem-

I Above, p. 530; Rot. ParI. iii. 420. I Rot. ParI. ii. 355. 
I In 1319 the sheriff of Devon returned members not elected by the 

eommons of the county, and Matthew Crauthorne, who had been duly 
elected, petitioned against the return; ParI. Writs. II. ii. 138. 

• Rot. ParI. ii. 310; Statutes, i. 395 •. 
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bers who were supposed to be more devoted to private gain than 
to public good 1. On both occasions the king refused the peti- The king 

tion, deciding in favour of the liberty of the 'constituencies on ~:.. .... ~:;o 
the ground of, custom. Whether the liberty or the custom' was .utom. 

in reality so important an object in the royal mind as the reten.; 
tion of the power exercised by the government through the 
sheriffs in the county court, the events of the reign of Richard 
enable us to decide. 
~ 297; It is unnecessary to discuss the further points of royal Tecbnicel 

t · . h' I N pomte of preroga Ive m t IS pace. umerous as they are, they are not prerogative: 

matters in whicb the crown came into conflict either with the 
parliament when full grown or with that constitutional spirit 
which was the life-breath of parliamentary growth. We have 
examined in detail the struggle between prerogative, in the 
sense of undefined royal authority, and parliamentary control, 
under the three chief heads of taxation, legislation, and executive 
functions, in council, courts of justice and niilitary affairs. The 
minor points, to which properly belongs the ilefillition of pre
rogative, as 'that which is law in respect to the king which is 
not law in respect to the subject,' are matters of privilege rather 
than of authority. Some of these points touch tenure, as the Statute Ik 

peculiar rights and customs enumerated in the statute d6 Pra6-~i'" 
rogativa Regia I; such are the right of wardship, marriage 
and dower of the heirs of tenants-in-chief, the restraints on 
alienation of lands held in chief and serjeanties, the presenta-
tion to vacant churches after lapse, the custody of the lands of 
lunatics and idiots, the right to wreck, whales and sturgeons, the 
escheats of the land falling' by descent to aliens, and other like 
customs. These are distinctly defined by law or prescription. 

s In 1330 Edward TIl had been obliged to order that more care should 
be taken in the county elections:, 'pur ce que avant ces heures acUDS des 
chivalers, que sunt venuz as parlementz pur les communautes des countes, 
ount este gentz de coveigne et maintenours de fauses quereles, et n'ount 
mie soetfret que les bonea gentz poient monstrer lea grevaunces du comun 
people, ne lea chosea que deussent aver 6Ste redresses en parlement a grant 
damage de nouS et de nostre people, vous mandoms et chargeoms que vous 
facez eslire par commun usent ~e vostre ,,?untee deux des pl~ !eaux ~t 
plus suffisauns chivalers ou serJauntz a me1sme Ie countee, qw BOlent WI! 
SUBpecionous de male conveigne,' &e. j Rot. Pari. ii. 443· • ' 

~ Statutes, i. 226. 
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Powers of Of another class, those concerning trade, such as have up to cur 
theklngwith t' t . al . h b d • referenoo to presen pom a practic Importance, ave een note m con-
trade, and to • • h d' . h h h h the c1e1'87. neXIon WIt our ,IScusslon on t e revenue; ot ers, suc as t e 

Thorevolll
tion of 1399 
not a lInai 
determina.
tion oftha 
wboiequol' 
tion. 

power of creating monopolies, have an importance which lies 
far ahead of the present inquiry. The special}irerogatives of 
the king with regard to the church and clergy will call for some 
notice in another part of our work. . 

The' examination however of the former points, so far as it 
has gone, leads ·to the same conclusions as those which are 
drawn from the direct and continuous narrative of the history 
of the fourteenth century. The struggle between royal pre
rogative and parliamentary authority does not work out its own 
issue in the fate of Richard II; the decision is taken for the 
moment on a side issue,-the wrongs of Henry of Lancaster; 
the judicial condenmation of Richard is a statement not of the 
actual causes of his deposition, but of the offences by which such 
a measure was justified. Prematurely Richard had challenged 
the rights of the nation, and the victory of the nation was pre
mature. The royal position was founded on assumptions that 
had not even prescription in their favour; the victory of the 
house of Lancaster was won by the maintenance of rights which 
were claimed rather than established. The growth of the com
mons, and of the parliament itself in that constitution of which 
the commons were becoming the strongest part, must not be 
estimated by the rights which they had actually secured, but by 
those which they were strong enough to claim, and wise enough 
to appreciate. If the course of history had run otherwise,' 

:rr!pJinO England might possibly have been spared three centuries of 
~~.:rl".. political difficulties; for the most superficial reading of history 
mO~=for is sufficient to show that the series of events which form. the 
~ooeosff thul crises of the Great Rebellion and the Revolution might link 
J88ue 0 e 
Itrugglo. themselves on to the theory of Richard II as readily as to that 

of James I. In that case we might have seen the forces of 
liberty growing by regular stages as the pretensions of tyranny 
took higher and higher flight.'!, until the struggle was fought out 
in favour of a nation uneducated and untrained for the use of 
the rights. that fell to it, or in favour of a king who should know 
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no limit to the aspirations of his ambition or to the exercise of his 
revenge. The failure of the house of Lancaster, the tyranny of 
the house of York, the statecraft of Henry VII, the apparent 
extinction of the constitution under the dictatorship of Henry 
VIII, the political resurrection under Elizabeth, were all needed 
to prepare and equip England to cope successfully with the 
principle. of Richard II, masked under legal, reliiious, phi
losophical embellishments in the theory of the Stewarts. Hence Progress of 
·t· t1.. t • h rt t· f h . t . parliament-1 IS aa In our s 0 enumera Ion 0 t e POInts a 18sue we are ary institu-

obliged to rest content with recording the claims of parliament=~ 
rather than to pursue them to their absolute vindication: they !'lt~.~u:..;. 

b vindica.
were claimed under Edward III, they were won during· the J:. ... 
Rebellion, at the Restoration, or at the Revolution: some of 
them were never won at all in the sense in which they were 
first claimed; parliament does not at the present day elect the 
ministers, or obtain the royal assent to bills before granting 
supplies; but the practical responsibility of the ministers is not 
the less assured, and the crown .cannot choose ministers un
acceptable to the parliament, with the slightest probability of 
their continuing in office. IT the development of the minis-
terial system had been the only point gained by the delay of the 
crisis for three centuries, from 1399 to 1688, England might 
perhaps have been content to accept the responsibility of be-
coming a republic in the fifteenth century. Had that been the 
case, tbe whole history of the nation, perhaps of Europe also, 
would have been changed in a way of which we can hardly con-

" ceive. Certainly the close of the fourteenth century was a mo
ment at which monarchy might seem to be in extremis, France 
owning the rule of a madman, Germany nominally subject to a 
drunkard,-the victim, the tyraut, and the laughing-stock of 
his subjects,--and the apostolic see i~elf in dispute between two 
rival successions of popes. That the result was different may 
}Ie attributed, for one at least out of several reasons, to the 
fact that the nations were not yet ready for self-government. 

298. The fourteenth century had other ~spects besides that in ~f~:!aspeete 
which we have here viewed it, aspects which seem paradoxical fourteenth 

• OOIltury. 
until they are viewed in connexion with the gene~ course of 
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human hlstory, in 'which the ebb and flow of' the life of nations 
is lIeen to depend on higher laws, more general purposes, the 
guidance of a Higher Hand. Viewed as a period of consti
tutional growth it has much to attract the sympathies and 
to interest the student who is content laboriously to trace out 
the links of causes and results. In literary history likewise it 
has a very distinct and significant place; and it is scarcely 
second to any age in its importance as a time of germination in 

~ta character religious history. In these aspects it might seem to furnish 
~=~ .. sufficient and more than sufficient matters of attractive dis

quisition. Yet it is on the whole unattractive, and in England 
especially so : the political heroes are, as we have seen, men who 
for some cause or other seem neither to demand nor to deserve 
admiration; the literature with few exceptions owes its interest 
either to purely philological causes or to its connexion with 
a state of society and thought which repels more than it 
attracts; the religious history read impartially is chilling and 
unedifying; its literature on both sides is a compound of 
elaborate dialectics and indiscriminate invective, alike devoid 
of high spiritual aspirations and of definite human sympathies. 

Decline in The national character, although it must be allowed to have 
moral power. • • 

grown mto strength, has not grown mto a knowledge how to use 
its strength. T,he political bloodshed of the fourteenth century 
is the prelude to the internecine warfare of the fifteenth : per
sonal vindictiveness becomes, far more than it has ever yet 
been, a characteristic of political history. Public and private 
morality seem to fall lower and lower: at court splendid extra~ 
vagance and coarse indulgence are seen hand in hand; John of 
Gaunt, the first lord of the land, claims the crown of Castille in 
the right of his wife, and lives ~ adultery with one {)f her 
Jadies; he is looked up to as the protector of a religious party, 
one of whose special claims to support lies in its assertion of 
a. pure morality; his son, Henry Beaufort, soon to become a 
bishop, a crusader, and by and by a cardinal, is the father of an 
illegitimate daughter, whose mother is sister to the earl of 

Impreasions Arundel and the archbishop of Canterbury. If we look lower 
made by the • h wth f reli lito~tureot down we are tempted to question whet er. the gro 0 -
tho tim .. 
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gious thought and literary facility -has as yet done more good 
or harm. Neither the lamentations nor the confessions of 
Gower, nor the sterner parables of Langland, nor the brighter 
pictures of Chaucer, nor _ the tracts and sermons of Wycliffe, 
reveal to us anything that shows the national character to be 
growing in the more prCjcious qualities of truthfulness and ten-
derness. There is much misery and much indignation; much Prevalence 

luxury and little sympathy. The lighter stories of Chaucer :l,,=.,.. 
recall the novels of Boccaccio, not merely in their borrowed plot 
but in the tone which runs through tbem; vice taken for 
granted, revelry and indulgence accepted as the ·enjoyment and 
charm of life; if it be. intended as satire it is a satire too far 
removed (rom sympathy for that which is better, too much 
impregnated with the spirit of that which it would deride. 
Edward III, celebrating his great feast on the institution of the 
order of the Garter in the midst of the Black Death, seems 
~ typical illustration of this side of the life of the century. The 
disintegration of the older forms of society has been noted already 
as accounting for much of the political history of a period which 
notwithstanding is fruitful in result, There is no unity of public General ma. 
. t . I f 1·' l' h' f'" ill integratioD. mteres ,no Blng eness 0 po Itlca ann, no erOlsm 0 seu-sacr ceo 
The baronage is divided against itself, one part maintaining the 
popular liberties but retarding their progress by bitter personal 
antipathies, the other maintaining royal autocracy, and although 
less guilty as aggressors still more guilty by way of revenge. 
The clergy are neither intelligent enough to guide education Decline in 

• • tho oIelg7. 
nor strong enough to repress heresy; the heretiCs have neither 
skill to defend nor cov.rage to die for their doctrines; the uni~ 
versiiies are ready to maintain liberty but not powerful enough 
to lead public opinion; the best prelates, even such as Courtenay 
and Wykeham, are conservative rather than progressive in their 
religious policy, and the lower tyPe, which is represented by 
Arundel, seems to combine political liberality with religious 
intolerance in a way that resembles, though with different aspect 
~~d attitude, the policy of the later puritans. . 

The transition is scarcely less marked iIi the region of art ; in Changes in • architecture 
architecture the unmeaning symmetry of the Perpendicular style and writing. 
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is an outgrowth but a decline from the graceful and affluent 
diversity of the Decorated. The change in the penmanship is 
-analogous; the writing of the fourteenth century is coarse and 
b~urred compared with the exquisite elegance of the thirteenth, 
and yet even that is preferable to the vulgar neatness and de-

Decline of ceptive regularity of the fifteenth. The chain of historical 
hiatiory. 

writers becomes slighter and slighter until it ceases altogether, 
except so far as the continuators of the Polychronicon preserve 
a broken and unimpressive series of isolated facts. ' 

~":'o~:c It may seem strange that the training of the thirteenth 
explained century, the examples of the patriot barons, the policy of the 
bl theories. 

constitutional king, organiser and legislator, should have had 
so lame results; that, whilst constitutionally the age is one of 
progress, morally it should be one of decline, and intellectually 
one of blossom rather than fruit. But the historian has not 
yet arisen who can account on "the principles of growth, or of 
reaction, or of alternation, for the tides in the affairs of men. 
How it was we can read in the pages of the annalists, the poets, 
the theologians: how it became so we can but guess; why it was 
suffered we can only understand when we Bee it overruled for 
good. It may be that the glories of the thirteenth century con
ceal the working of internal evils which are not new, but come 
into stronger relief when the brighter aspects fade away; and 
that the change of characters from Edward I to Edward II, 
Edward III and Richard II, does but take away the light that 
has dazzled the eye of the historian, and so reveals the hollow
ness and meanness that may have existed all along. It may be 
that the strength, the tension. the aspirations of the earlier pro
duced the weakness, the relaxation, the grovelling degradation ot 
the later. But it is perhaps still too early to draw a confident 
conclusion. Weak as is the fourteenth century, the fifteenth, 
is weaker still; more futile, more bloody, more immoral; yet 
out of it emerges, in spite of all, the truer and brighter day, 
the season of more general conscious life, higher longings, more 
forbearing, more sympathetic, purer, riper liberty. 
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arrest, 501; one of the appellants, 
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- earl of Hereford, son-in"law of 
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339· 

Cavendish, Sir John, murdered by 
the rebels in 1381, 481. 

- John, fishmonger, hi. petition 
a.,aainst Michael de la Pole, 641. 

Ceorl, reduced to villenage, 475· 
Chancellors-

Ralph Neville, 41-51. 
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Chancellors (COfIU_otM)-
Henry Wengham, 80. 
Thomas Cantilupe, 95, 308. 
Walter de Merton, 106, 108, 308. 
Robert Burnell, Iq8, 109, 112, 

308. ' 
John Lahgton,34l. 
Ralph Baldock, 335. 
Walter Reynolds, 343, 351. 
Adam of Osgodby {keeper), 347. 
John Sandale, 354. 
Rober' Baldock, 371, 378. 
John Hotham, 36~, 386, 389. 
John Salmon, 36~. 
Henry Bnrghersh, 392, 403. 
John Stratford, 403. . 
Robert Stratford, 403. 
Robert Bonrohier, 406 8'1'1. 
John Parning, 414-
John Sadington, 414-
John Ufford, 414-
John Thoreeby, 433. 
William Edington, 433. 
Simon Langham, 433. 
William of Wykeham, 433, 440; 

again, 506. 
Robert Thorpe, 44', 444-
John Knyvett, 444, 448. 
Adam Houghton, 456. 
Richard Ie Scrope, 469; again, 

489. 
Simon Sudbury, 469, 479, 480. 
William Courtenay, 48" .s3. 
Robert Braybrook. 489. 
Michael de la Pole, 489. 
Thomas Arundel, 497. 

Chancery, petitioDB referred to, 276; 
equitable jurisdiction of. ~81 ; ceases 
to fo11o'IV the king, 28,. 

, Charles Ill, deposition of, 383. 
Charter, the great, 211'1'; the main-, 

tainers of, excommunicated. 7, I I ; 
their later history, .8, 29. 

_ reissued in 1316, 21, U; in 1317, 
.6 ~7 and in IUS, 37; confirmed 
in ;~53. 68; recognised in 1375,113: 
ordered to be fixed on church doors, 
116 : taken do'IVD, 117; confirmation 
of. 1468'1" ISO, 154-

Charters. of the forest, 26-28; threat
ened by Henry lll, 40· 

Chester, palatine earldom of, held by 
the heir apparent, 47, 'l7; ex
changed.vith Simon de Montfor', 
97 8'1. 

Ch~, Ranulf, earl of, 46, 47; hi. 
policy, 311. 

- John, earl of, 47. 
Cinque Ports, _ist Simon de Mont

fort, 9~; repreeentatives of, sum
moned to parliament. 97; submit 
to lIenry Ill, 99; at ''lVar 'lVith 
Yarmouth, 302; wardens of, 303. 

Cistercians, 181. ~OO, ~04-
Clarence, Lionel, duke of, 413, 436. 
Clarendon, constitutions of, 178. 
Clement V. pope. absolves Edward I 

from his oath, 16" 352; hears hi. 
charges against Winchelsey, 161; 
negotiates with Edward II, 330, 
336.339. 

Clergy, the estate of, 177-184; causeo 
of its political unity, 1788'1'1. 

- _emblies of. 178. 183, ~03-208, 
428. 

- parliamentary representation of, 
130 8tj., 135, 208-210. 265,427. 

- revenue of, estimated valuation of, 
. 5808'1. 

- share in legislation. 632 11'1., 622-
6268'1'1. 

- protests of. 6~9' 
Coinage, >78, 330, 338,346, -fl3, 573 
- profits of, 581. 
Commons, estate of, 174-176. 
- representati'1B of. 231-'36; 'lVages 

of members. >41, '47; numbers of, 
'47 8'1. 

- do not share the judicial power 
of parliament, .61; but the legis-
lative, ~60. 

Commons, rising of the, 471-482. 
Communitaa, meanings of, 175 •• 
Constable, strained jurisdiction of, 

3388'1. 
Convocation, of the clergy, ~03 8'1'1. : 

its relation to parliament, 210; 
conference of the two, 208. 

. - votes of money in, 563 8'1. 
- its constitution, ~03-3I0. 
Cornwall, Richard, earl of, 4', 44, 

51.56; opposes Henry III in 1242, 
S9; his second marri .... ae. 61 ; Sicily 
offered to, 71; is made king of the 
Romans. 7'; supports Henry, 74; 
mediate., 90l,taken at Lewes, 93 ; 
his son Henry, 95; dies, 102. 

- Edmund. earl of, 1'4. 
- duke of. 437. 
Coronation, second, of Henry 111,'31. 

17UZ 
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Coronation oath, of Henry TIl, 18; 
of Edward I, 109, 157; of Edward 

, p, 258, 3'31 sq. 
Coroners, election or, 219, 239; juris

diction of, 346. 
Council, the king's, under Henry m, 

41,26& 8qq.; powers claimed by, in 
competition with the national coun
cil, 252, 258; proposals for election 
of, 270; under Edward I; 271; re
lation to parliament, 272. ' 

- the national, or commune conci_ 
lium, view of, at the close of the 
thirteenth century, 203. 

- of the barons, magnum concilium, 
214, 273· 

- Privy, 274; jealousy of parliament 
towards, 425. 

-legislation, 274, 277; ordaining 
power, 618. 

- jurisdiction of, 637. 
Councils, ecclesiastical, gTowth of re-' 

presentation in, 206 sq. 
- diocesan and archidiaconal, 205. 
- national church, rare, 208. 
Counsel and consent, 37, 264,277. 
County courts, p!,litical importance of, 

195· 
- election of knights in, 218, 239 

Bqq., 445, 453. 
- proclamation of military summons 

in, 222. 

- recognition in, 219. 
- regulated by Henry TIl, 27. 286 sq. 
- constitution of, 214 8qq.; business 

of, 218 8qq. ; military affairs of. 220-
222; remedial work of, 222; fiscal 
work of. 223 sqq.; discussion of 
taxation in, 224Bq.; negotiation with 
the crown. 226 sq. 

Courtenay, William, bishop of Lon. 
don, 449; his action against Wy
cliffe, 459, 467 ;'in favour of Wyke
ham, 458 sq.; archbishop ofCanter
bury, 483 ; chancellor, 483 ; resigns, 
484; disliked by Richard. 492; a 
commissioner in 1386, 499; medi
ates, 501 ; dies in 1396. 508. 

9uria regis, breaks up into three 
co~rts, 279 8q. , 

Customs, gTant of the ancient custom 
to Edward I, 113, 256. 550. 

-- on wool, amount of. 577 8q. 
- new customs, 164. 256. 338, 344. 

55 I aqq.; abolished by the ordi· 

nances, 345, 553; re-estsblished, 
553. 

Customs, right of parliament to vote, 
'256• 

D'Amory, Roger, 357, 359, 360, 363, 
366; dies, ib. , 

De la Pole, William, arrested in 1341, 
404; negotiates loans for Edward 
III,562. 

- Michael, 486; chancellor, 489; 
earl of Suffolk, 490; impeachment 
of, 497 sqq.; assists Richard at 
Nottingham, 501; escapes, 502; 
condemned in his absence, 504; 
dies abroad, 506. 

Demesne, of the'crown, resumption of, 
by Henry III, 26, 32, 34, 585. 

- gifts out of, forbidden, 344 sq., 
'584 sq. 

- towns in, ~-246. 
- right of tallaging, 545 8qq. , 
Despenser, Hugh Ie, justiciar, 86, 95, 

99· 0 

~ Hugh Ie, son of the justiciar, 333, 
, 352; favours Gaveston, 336; his 

inHuence with Edward II, 348, 352 ; 
removed from the council, 355; 
his impolicy, 362; proceedings 
against, 364; administration, 372 ; 
hanged, 377; acts against him re-

o pealed, 522• 
- Hugh Ie, the younger; married to 

one of the Gloucester co-heiresses, 
352, 357; chamberlain, 362; quar
rels with the earl of Hereford, 363 
aq.; political views of, 368; be
headed, 378. 

- Henry Ie, bishop of Norwich, 449, 
481; his cr\lllade, 488; defends 
Richard II, '527. 

_ Thomas Ie. 518; made earl of 
Gloucester, 521, 523. 

Earls, ereation of, in pariiament, 64?i· 
Edhilingi, 173. , 
Edward the Confessor, translation of, 

101,234· 
Edward I, king, son of Henry TIl, 

81; sides with Simon de Montfort, 
86; allegiance sworn to him, 89; 
at war, 90; a hostage at Lewes, 
93; escapes, 98; at Evesham, 99; 
goes on crusade, 101; his accession 
106; sk.etch of his reign, 106-165 i 
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his legislation, 109- ''I' ; his import
ance in COD8titutional history, 303-
318. 

Edward n, 88 prince, 141, 146; 
knighted, 164; his character, 3'7 
''1'1'; in disgrace with his father, 
3l8; his accession, 329; sketch of 
his reign, 3l9-378; his death, 381. 

Edward ill, 88 earl of Chester, 374; 
calls a parliament, 378; his acces
sion, 386 ; sketch of hi. reign, 386-
461; repeals the statutes of 1341, 
411• 

Edward the Black Prince, 400; his 
marriage, 436; retOl'll8 from Gas
cony, +4°; resign. Aqoitaine, 4+4; 
sharea in the action of the good 
p~liament, +49; dies, 450, 45 l • 

Eleanor, wife of Henry ill, 53,95,560. 
- wife of Edward 1, 33+ 
- wife of Simon de Montfort, 56. 
Election, of kings, 10, I., 48. 
- of knights of the shire, 237 ''1'1" 

453; attempts to in1luence, 456,' 
50l, 520, 649. 

- ofborooghrepresentatives,23 l ,247· 
- of sheriffs, 8o, 1I6, 453. 
..;;.. of other county officers, 223, 285. 
-of ordainers, 342. 
- claim of, to the great offices of the 

state, 41, 64; authorized by the 
ordinances, 346; and in 1377, 
46., 469, 589 ''I. 

Electors, of u6., 9+ 
- of knights of the shire, 648 ''1. 
Emperor, Otto IV, 14, 181. 
_ Frederick n, 5l, 65, 71, III; his 

great courts, 168 ; hi. estate of law
yers, 198; his character as a legis
lator, 310. 

_ Richard n calls himself, 515. 
Englishry, presentment of, abolished, 

4°1. 
Escheators, wrongful dealing8 of, 339. 
Escheats, alienation of, 585 ''1' 
Estates, theory of three, 5, 169 'qq.; 

precedence of, 176 ; imperfection of 
the theory, 20l. 

Exchequer, changes in machinery of, 
288 .q.; all reven~e to be paid at, 
3~· .' 

_ petitioDB referred to, '76 ,'1. 
_ court of, at W estminster, 2~9; 

chief baron- of, 280; restriction of 
business, 345· 

Exchequer, chancellor of, 288. 
- issue rolls of, 575. 

Farm or Ferm, of the counties, 
amonnt of, 581. 

Feorm-foltum, 56+ 
Fifteenth, grants of, 37. See Taxes. 
Fifteenths and tenths, estimated 

amount of, 579 'q. 
Fleet. See Navy. 
F1ets, I II, .8 •• 
Forest ordinance, 16 •. 
- perambolations, 40; Edward rs 

conduct with respect to, 156, 
16.. . 

France, influence of, on English man
ners, 31 3 ''I. 

- states general of, 168 ''1'1.; illus
trating the policy of Edward I, '78, 
3°5,309. --

- Edward IIr. war with, 396 8'1'1" 
425.43°; his assumption of the title 
of king of, 397, 40l, +40. 

Frankpledge, 454. . 
Frecl1olders, political position of, 194 

,qq. Bee Electors and Elections. . 
FriIingi, 173. 
Friscobaldi, 337, 553; 561 ; banished, 

345,561• 

Garter, order of, fonnded,4I8. 
Gascony, petitions touching, 277. 
Gaveston, Piers; his early association 

with Edward n, 328 ''I" 332 8IJ'1.; 
banished by Edward I, 334; re
called, and Inade regent, banished 
again, 334 ,qq.; returns, 340, 343; 
banished by the ordainers, 345 ; re
called and murdered, 347, 348. 

Germany, representatives in the diets 
of, 168 'q'1.; estates in the diet, 

- 173-
Gloucester, parliament of 1378. at, 

467. . 
Gloucester, earl of, Richard de Clare, 

rival of Simon de Montfort, 78, 8,. 
85, 87; dies, 89; his policy, 311• 

_ Gilbert, earl of, refuses to swear 
allegiance to Edward in u63, 89; 

-his neutral position, 91; at Lewes, 
93; takes part in government, 95, 
96 ; quarrels with Simon, 98; seizes 
London in 1267, 100 8'1'; takes the 
oath of allegiance tD Edward I, 
107; his private war, 124, 128, 
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129; marries Johanna of Acre, 
125; his policy, 312. 

Gloucester, Ralph de Monthermer, 
earl of, 154, 161. 

- Gilbert of Clare, earl of; his sister 
married to Gaveston, 335; takes 
Gaveston's part, 340; an ordainer, 
343 ; mediates in 1312, 348; killed 
at Bannockburn, 351 ; co-heiressell 
of, 357. 

- Thomas of Woodstock, duke of, 
436; earl of Buckingham, 462; 
growth of his influence, 486; made 
duke, 490; heads the baronial party, 
491; remonstrates with Richard, 
496; his action as an appellant, 
503; renewed dislike to Richard, 
SIS; leaves tlie court, 517; ar
rested, 518; accused and dies, 520. 

- Geoffrey Mandeville, earl of, 9, 28. 
Green, Sir Henry, 519, 5'3, 527. 
Gregory IX, 39, 43, 70, 183. 
Gregory X,447 •. 
Grosseteste, Robert, bishop of Lin

coln, 58, 65, 308; his opposition 
to the pope's usurpations, 68; his 
gravamina, 75 ; death. 74; his prin
ciples, 314 8'1.; on the Jews, 128, 
559· 

Guilds, legislation on, 509. 

Harclay, Sir Andrew, 366; earl of 
Carlisle, 371 ; his treason and death, 
ib. 

Hastings. See Pembroke. 
Haxey, Thomas, his bill, 5168'1.,624. 
Hengham, Justice, Il2, 125. 
Henry III, his accession, 18; sketch 

of his reign, 18-106; constitutional 
results of his minority, 40. 

Henry IV, as earl of Derby, 436; 
leads the baronial party, 492; fa
voured by the Londoners, 494; is 
one of the appellants, 503; defeats 
the duke of Ireland, 502; goes on 
crusade, 5II; death of his wife, 
514; at court, 517; at Arundel's 
trial, 520; duke of Hereford, 521; 
his banishment, 526; succeeds his 
father, ,b.; lands in Yorkshire, 527; 
claims the crown, 53:i. 

- his household expenses, 583 j in
come, 576. 

Heresy, legislation against, 488, 628. 
Holland, John, earl of Huntingdon, 

486, 489, 518 j duke of Exeter, 
S2l· 

Holland, Thomas, earl of Kent, 486. 
- Thomas, son of Thomas, 518 j duke 

of Surrey, 521. 
Homage, mutual obligation of, 10. 
- of bishops, 21I. 

- of the king to the pope renounced, 
435· 

Honorins, ill, pope, 18-39, 43; his 
demands for money and patronage, 
lI8,39· 

Household, royal, commissions for re
form of, 485, 587. 

- expenses of, 582-584. 
Hundred-moot, modified by Henry 

ill, 287; by Edward ill, 402. 
Hundred-rolls, II 5. . 
Hundreds, how farmed, 156 j not to 

be granted by patent, 454. 
Huntingdon, Guichard d'Angle, earl 

of, 462. See Holland. 

Impeachment, practice of, 451, 497, 
504, 519, 593· 

Infantry, equipment of, 296 j wages 
of,299· 

Innocent ill, his dealings with John, 
7-18. 

Innocent IV, 64. 
Inquest, of quo warranto, lIS. 
- of office, 339. 
Ireland, representative peers of, 169 j 

petitions touching, 277; Richard 
II visits, 5Il, 527. 

Isabella, wife of Ed ward II, 330, 374 ; 
prepares an invasion, 375; rules 
the kingdom, 386 j becomes un
popular, 389; is overthrown, 392. 

Islip, Simon, his letter to Edward 
III, 423, 565. See Canterbury. 

Itinerant justices, reformed by Ed
ward I, 282 "qq. 

Jerusalem, assize of, 20. 
Jews, legislation respecting, 189; ba

nishment of, 127, 289, 558-560. 
John, sketch of his reign, 1-18; 

abjuration of, by the barons, 9; 
his surrender repudiated, 435. 

Judges summoned to parliament, 272. 
Jury, assessment of taxes by, u1-
Jllrymen, qualification of, 288. 
Justiciar, alteration in the character 

of, 50, 280, 282, 288. 
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Juaticiara-
Hubert de Burgh, 12-45; hill 

fall, 45. 46, 380, 383. 
Stephen Segrave, 45-50, 53, 308. 
Hugh Bigot!, 79,80. 
Hugh Ie Despenser, 86, 95, 99. 
Philip Basset, 87. 

Justinian, code of, citation from, 133. 

Keighley; Henry of, imprisoned by 
Edward I. 157, 161. . 

Kenilworth, dictum de, 100. 
Kent. Edmund, earl of, brother. of 

Edward II, 374> 387, 437; rises 
against Mortimer and is put to 
death,391• 

King, has a superior in God and the 
law, 13 ; the rex politious, 167 ; 
hi. relation to parliament in 1295, 
366 ; his personal inB nence and 
prerogative, 267 8'1. 

- should live' of his own, 543 ; his 
income, estimate of, 574-580. 

- hill list, 594 8'1'1' 
- his power of elnding or nullifying 

legislation, 609 8'1'1' j of pardon, 
613 j of rejecting petitions, ib. ; 
his decisive voice, 63 I. 

Kirkby, John de, his financial mea
sures, 119, 120; dies, Il9. 

Knighthood, distraint of, uS, 331, 
294 8'1. 

Knight service, 291. 
Knights of the shire, summoned in 

1254, 69, m32j in 1261, 87, 233 j 
in 1264, 94, 233; in 1265,97,233 ; 
and from 1294 onwards, 235; form 
part of the third estate, 196 8'1'1. j 
how elected, 237 ; did not represent 
the minor tenants only, 340. See 
County Court and Inquest. 

Knights, wages of, 241 ''I' j form of 
writs of summons, 263 8'1. 

_ great political importance of, 540· 

Labourers, statute of, . .po, 428, 454, 
476. 

Lambeth, treaty of, in 1'217, 25, 78• 
Lancaster, Edmund. earl of, 134,137· 
_ Thomas, earl of, 137, 333 ; hischa-

raeter, 337 j his ho~tility to Gave
ston, 340; an ordainer, 343; pre
sent at the murder of Gaveston, 
348 ; pardoned, 350 j holds five 
earldoInB, 351 j refuses to follow the 

king. 354 ; made chief olthe coun
cil, 355 ; at war with earl Warenne, 
358 j reconciled with the king. 359 ; 
his obstinacy, 36 I ; rises against 
Edward, 365 ; defeated and killed, 
366, 367 j his political ideas, 368 ; 
his miracles. 372; ,his canonisation 
proposed. 387. 

Lancaster, Henry, earl of Leicester and, 
375 8'1. j head of the council ap
pointed for Edward III, 387; op
'JlOBes the queen and Mortimer, 390 ; 
overthrows them, 391; dies in 13-45, 
414. 

- Henry of, earl of Derby, 404 ; 
duke of Lancaster, 437. 

- John of Gaunt, duke of, 436 ; his 
selfish views and great infiuenee, 
437 8'1. j his ware in France, 444> 
445 ; supports Alice Perrers, 448 ; 
his action in the good parliament, 
450-455; in the minority of Ric bard 
II, 462 8'1.~j violence of, 465 sq. ; his 
plan at the parliament of Glouces
ter, 467 ; his relation to the rising 
of 1381, 472; his palace sacked, 
479; change in his plans, 485 ; re
turns to England in 1389, 507; re
forms, 511 ; quarrels with Arundel, 
513; his children legitiInated. 515 ; 
at Arundel's trial, 520; dies. 536. 

Language, English, to be used in the 
courts of law, 434, 607 ; petition 
against the use of French, 607. 

Latimer, lord, impeachment of, 451 ; 
one of the executor8'of Edward III, 
456 ; ,of the council of Richard II, 
463. 

Lawyers, possibly a fourth estate, 198. 
- not to be knights of the shire, 445. 
Lazzi,I73· 
Legates from Rome

Gualo, 13-31. 
Pandulf, 31-
Otho, 55, 70, 208. 
Ottobon, 1I6. 208. 
Guy, bishop of Sabi"", 93· 

Legislation, right of, shared by the 
three estates, 257-260 j not perhaps 
equally, 260. 

_ power of, exercised by the king's 
council, 258 ; by the baronial 
council, 259· 

_ initiated by petition, 603 j and 
otherwise, 620-033. 
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Legislation, evaded by the king,609 
8'1'1. " 

- petitions for repeal of, 613. 
Leicester, earls of. See Montfort, 

Lancaster. 
Lewes, battle and mise of, 93. 
Lewis, son of Philip II, called in by 

the barons against John, 9; his 
arguments for interference, 13-15; 
comes to England, 15 ; his struggle, 
23-26'; seizes Poictou, 36; dies, 
38. 

Lewis IX, arbitrates between Henry 
III and the barons, 90, 91. 

Lincoln, battle of, in. 131 7, 24j par
liament of, 156, 305, 338, 388. 

- Robert Grosseteste, bishop of. See 
. Grosseteste. 

Lincoln, Henry de Lacy, earl of, 333, 
337; 340 8'1'; an ordainer, 343; 
regent of England, ill.; dies, 343, 
351 • 

Livery, legislation against, 509, 640. 
Lollards, 471, 473; opposed to the 

baronial party, 492; favoured at 
court, 494; increase of, 5II; com
plaints of, 513. See Heresy_ 

London, supports Simon de Montfort, 
92; exactions of Henry III from. 
65; resists a tallage of Edward II, 
349; rises against the government 
in 1326, 385 j against Wycliffe in 
1377, 459; in his favour in 1378, 
466_ 

- election of representatives of, 
246. 

Lyons, Richard, impeached, 451. 

Maintenance, legislation against. 509, 
64°" , 

Maletote, of wool, 148, 553-556. 
Manor, courts of, 287. 
Mare, Peter de la, 450; speaker of 

the house of commons, 450, 462. 
Marlborough, statute of, 101, II3, 

II7, 215· 
Marshall, unlawful jurisdiction of, 

338,. 346, 639· 
- family of, 3u. 
- William, earl of Pembroke, 4; , 
, regent during the minority of Henry 

III,20-30. 
- William, earl of Pembroke. son of 

the regent, 44; his widow, 56. 
'- Richa~, earl of Pembroke, 48• 49-

Marshall, Gilbert, earl of Pembroke, 
5°,56,59. 

- the Bigods. See Bigod. 
-.Edmund, earl of March, 455. 
- Henry Percy, 456, 459. 
Mercenaries, 290. 
Merchants, freedom of, 549; grant 

new customs to Edward I, 164, 
550 8'1' j a sub-estate of the realm, 
200; assemblies of, 201 j under 
Edward IIt, 398; grant custom 
without consent of parliament, 412 ; 
their loans, 416 8'1' " 

- charter pf the, 164, 337, 345,549 
8'1·,553· 

- illegal taxation of wool through, 
554-556 • 

- statute of, 121, 345. 
- of the staple, 431, 432. 
- Italian and Flemish, 560. 561. 
Merton, statute of, 53. 122, 189, 215. 
- council at, in 1258, 76. 
- Ministers, responsibility of, 588 8'1' 
Modus tenendi parliamentum, 174, 

2°9,266. 
Montfort, Simon de, earl of Leicester, 

51; his marriage, 56; in Gascony, 
73; named as one of the provision
ary government, 78; negoti~tes with 
Lewis IX, 82; thwarted by Glou

,cester, 83; goes to war, 87, 90; 
'defeats the king at Lewes, 93; his 
scheme of government, 93 8'1.; his 
parliament, 96 ; killed at Evesham, 
99; his character, 103· 

Mortimer. Sir Thomas, arrested, 520. 
- Roger, 85, 9[, 92; assists in the 

government during Edward 1's ab-
sence,l08. . 

- Roger, of Wigmore, 360, 363; re
fuses to obey Edward II, 364; par
doned, 365; yields, 366; joins queen 
Isabella, 374; executes Edward's 
friends, 378. governs the country, 
386; his fall, 389-392. 

- Roger, of Chirk, 360, 363; par
doned, 365; yields, 366. 

- Edmund, marries the daughter of 
Lionel of Clarence, 436,,449, 450, 
463.465. 

"'- Roger, earl of March, declared 
heir to the croWD, 490- . 

Mortmain, IIO, U7, 137, 131,509' 
Mowbray, William, dies, 29. 
- J ohD. quarrels with Hugh Ie 
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Despenaer, 363; hanged in 1333, 
367. . 

Mowbray, Jom.. earl of Nottingham, 
462• • 

- Thomas, earl of Nottingham, joins 
the baronial opposition to Richard 
II, 493 ; an appellant in 1386,503; 
joins the king in 1397, 518; made 
duke of Norfolk, 5u; his quarrel 
with Henry of Lancaster, 525; 
banished, 526. 

N aplea, parliaments of, 173. 
National character, 653 .qq. 
Navy, origin and growth of, 300-303; 

under Edward III, 399. 
N etherlandB, states general of the, 

170• 
Neville, John lord, .impeached, 451. 
- B&ph lord, made earl of West

moreland, 521 ; joins Henry of Lan-
caster, 527. . 

- Alexander, archbi.hop of York, 
493, 499- 502 ; imI'eached and 
found guilty, 503, 504;. tranalBted 
to S. Andrew's, 505. . 

Nicolas IV, taxation of, 134- 183 sq. 
NiBi priuo, juoticeo of, 384. 
Nobility, English, contraBted with 

foreign, 185; of blood, 'b.; by 
tenure, 186. , 

Norfolk, Thomao of Brotherton, earl 
of, 39Ci. ' 

- See Bigod, Mowbray. 
Northampton, aoBize of, 1 II. 
- council at, II9, 209. 
- parliaments at, 330, 390. 397,470 • 
Northampton, John of, mayor of Lon- . 

don, 466. 
Northern lordo, u. 
Northumberland, earl. of. See Mow-

bray"Percy, Neville. 
Nottingham, parliament at, 398. 
- Mortimer arreoted at, 391. 
_ Richard n conoults the judges at, 

500 .q. 
- earls of. Sse Mowbray. 

Oath; taken by Lewis in 1316, IS· 
See Coronation. 

- of councillors, 371• . 
- of ministers of state, 80, 346, 409, 

590 • • . 

Ordainera, of 1310, 342 .q.; appoint 
Ininiaters, 354. 

Ordinance, ao opposed to statute, 252, 
278, 427, 615 .qq. 

Ordinances, of 1310 and 13Il, 342-
347; the king's objectiono to, 353; 
revoked, 369. 

Orlton, Adam, bishop of HereCord, hi. 
hatred of Edward II, 372 .q.; joino 
the queen, 377, 378; lead. the par
liament of 1327, 378 8q.; heads the 
queen's party, 385-387; biohop of 
Worcester, 389; attacks archbishop 
Stratford, 403; bishop of Winches
ter, ib.; dieo in 1345, 414. 

Oxford, mad parliament of, 76; ar
ticles of the barono at, 76 .q.; pro
visiono of, 78-92, 175, 189. 

-'-- university of, Bendo repreoentative8 
to parliament, 156. 

- earls of. See Vere. 

Papacy, claim. of, remonotrance of 
Edward III againot, 413 aq. ; nego
tiation. on, at Bruge •• #7 aq. 

Pardon, royal power of, 613. 
Pariahe., eiToneouo calculation of the 

number of, #3. 
Parliament, name of, how applied, 

236; general and special, 27+ 
- powers of, in the time of John, 

248-251; under Edward I, 251-
257· 

- aunual, ordered, 346; ~etitioned 
fori 453, 6# Hq. 

- place of, 645. 
- prorogation of, 645. 
- the mad, 76. 
- the good, #7, 6u; tranoactions 

of,44B 8qq. 
- the mercileo., 503-505. 
- of Pari., 378. 
Peace, the, maintenance of, by the 

county courts, 219. . 
- discussiono on, in parliament, 636. 
- conoervatoro of, 219. 339, 286,388• 
- juoticeo of, 286, 45+ 
Peace and war, discUBsiono in par

liament on, 3<j.8, 631 .qq. 
Peerage, growth of the idea of, 185, 

191 ; definition of, 193· . 
_ righta of, vindicated by archbIshop 

Stratford, 407, 408. 
Peers, use of the word, 49, 191, 365, 

405-408, 621. 
Pembroke, earl of. See Marshall. 
_ Aymer de Valence, earl of 341, 
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343; Gaveston carried off from, 348; 
his in1Iuence with Edward II, 348, 
35l ; acts as mediator, 359 ; a mem
ber of the council, 360 ; is the king's 
chief adviser, 361; mediates again, 
364; joins Edward in the war of 
I3n , 365; dies, 374-

Pembroke, Lawrence Hastings, earl of, 
40 3. 

- John Hastings, earl of, attacks the 
clergy, 441. 

Percy, Henry, chosen to advise the 
commons in 1376, 449; becomes 
Marshall, 456; in parliament in 
1377,458; supports Wycliffe at St
Paul's, 459; earl of No~umber
land, 46l; quarrels with John of 
Gaunt, 490; refuses to fight for the 
duke of Ireland, 502; joins Henry 
of Lancaster, 5l7; negotiates with 
Richard,528. 

- Richard de, 29-
- Thomas, steward of Richard II, 

5 I 9; proctor for the clergy, oh.; 
made earl of Worcester, 521. 

Perrera, Alice, 44B; ordinance passed 
against, 45l; recalled, 455; flight 
of, 461; submits, 465; has promise' 
of redress in 1398, 522. 

Peter's pence, 163, 435. 
Petition, right of, l60; how treated 

in council and parliament, l7S-277, 
338, 427, 602-604; clear answers 
to, 605 ; turned into statutes, 606-
609; of the magnates, 621 ; of the 
clergy, 622. 

- of Lincoln in 1301, 157, 566; of 
1309, 339, 566; of 1310, 341, 566; 
of the good parliament, 453. 

- of right, 250. 
Philipot, John, 466, 4~90 597. 
Plague, the great, of 1349, 418 Sfjq., 

476. 
Pleas, common, withdrawn from the 

Exchequer, ISS; chief justices of, 
"280. 

Poll-tax of 13770 4~9; of 1379,468; 
of 1380, 470; political importance 
of, 473. 

Praemunientesclause, 204. SeeClergy. 
Praemunire, statute of, 430, 435, 509. 
Prerogative of the king, 251 ; declara-

tions on, 510, 525; growth of the 
idea of, 54l. 

Primogeniture, succession by, 188. 

Privy seal, keeper of, John Waltham, 
499· 

Prohibitions, to church assemblies and 
courts, 123 ''1. • 

Prorogation of parliament, 645. 
Provisors, statute of, 430, 508; sus

pension of, 612. 
Purveyance, abuses of, 338, 341, 345 ; 

restrained, 155, 341, 4Ol; evils of, 
described, 423 8'1' ; renounced by the 
crown, 434 8'1'; petitioned against, 
453· 

- growth of the nght, 564; arch
bishop Islip's letter on, 565; legis
lation on, 565-568. 

Raleigh, William, bishop of Wm
chester, 54. 63· 

Reading, council at, II6. 
Regency,duringthe minority of Henry 

III, 20. 
- council of, under Edward III, 387 ; 

under Richard II, 462 8'1: 
Revenue, estimate of, 574 ''1'1.; for 

life, granted to Richard II, 522. 
Richard II, of Bourdeaux, regent, 444; 

petition that he may be shown to 
the parliament, 452; his accession, 
461 ; sketch of his reign, 46I-53l. 

Ridings or trithin,,"II, representatives 
of, 227. 

Roches, Peter des, bishop of Win
chester, justiciar, 18, 20; gnardian 
to Henry III, 31 ; heads a party of 
foreigners, 32, 34; against Hubert 
de Burg~ 35, 39; overthrows him, 
45; is overthrown in turn, 47-50 ; 
diee, 54; said that there were no 
peers in Englan<l, 49, I !)Do 

Runnymede, parliamentum de, 1. 

S. Alban's, knights summoned to, in 
1261, 87; ecclesi .... tical council at, 
18l. 

- rising"of the tenants in 1381, 477. 
Saladin tithe, 180. • 
Salisbury, council at, in 1297, 136. 
- parliaments at, 375, 390, 488. 
Salisbury, William Longespee, earl of, 

9, 15, 23, 38. ' 
- Henry de Lacy, earl of. See Lin-' 

coIn. 
- William Montacute, eai-l of, 392. 
- William Montacut& II, earl of, 

446,458,49+ 



Inde:c. 

,Salisbury, John Montaoute, e .... l of, 
518, 523, 527. 

- Richard Neville. See Neville. 
Scotland, 169; parliaments of, 174. 
- Alexander II, king of, 16. 
- tranaactiona of Edw .... d I with, 128, 

132, 308 'q,; claimed by Boniface 
VIII 118 a fief, J 58 .q.; dealings of 
Edward II with, 396. 

&rope, Richard Ie, lord of Bolton, 
treasurer, 442; chancellor, 469; and 
again, 489, 598; defendB Jlficliael 
de la Pole, 498; a co~sioner in 
1386.499. 

- William Ie, son of Richard; earl of 
Wiltshire, and treasurer, 518, 521; 
beheaded, 527, 534-

-Richard Ie, .... chbishop of York, 
529,532. , 

- Henry le, lord of MlI8ham, 446, 
449,465. 

Soutage, under Henry III, 30, 33, 36, 
42,47,60, 61, 65; under Edward I, 
123, 124. 

- regulated by the charter of U 17, 
27· 

- cessation of, 548. 
Sheriff, to be annually elected, 80, 

217 aq., 401; changes in the mode of 
appointment, 217; military author
ityof, U1 ; power of, in towns, 229 ; 
to be appointed in the Exchequer, 
401 ; petition for annual elections, 
453; discu..non on, 610. 

Sheriff's tourn, '16, .86 aq. 
Shrewsbury, parliament of, 5.J aq. 
Sicily, kingdom of, offered to Rich .... d 

of Cornwall, 71; to Edmund, ib.; 
negotiations about, 72, 86. 

- great courts of, J68. 
Spain, kings of, Henry II .... bitrates 
. between,, 2°9· 
-,-- cortes of, J67 sq., 171, J73. 
Speakers of the house of commons-

Peter de la Mare, 450; again, 
464- . 

Thomll8 Hungerford, 458. 
John Bussy, 516. 

Staples, ordinanoe of, 431, 432, 509. 
Statutes, of Merton, 53, 122, 188, 

21 5. 
- ofM .... lborough, 101',113,117,215, 

233· 
- de religiosis, 110, 117, 127, 131, 

508. 

Statutes,quiaemptores, 110, 127,189, 
259,476• . 

- of C .... li.le, 110, J63, 259, 613. 
- of We.tminster, I, "3, 234, 259, 

277, 565. 
- de bigamis, II", 277. 
- ofRageman, 114, 277.' 
- of Gloucester, 114. 
- of Acton Burnell, I2J, 277, 370. 
- of Rhuddlan, 12 2. 
- of Westminster n, 122 'q., 189. 
- of Winchester, la, 155, 220. 
- of Westminster IU, 127. 
- articuli .uper cartas, 155,281,565. 
- de finibus levati., 154. 
- de praerogstiva, 189, 651. . 
- de falaa moneta, 155, 278. 
- of Stamford, 340. 
- of Westminster It, 363. 
- of Cambridge, 505. 
- of provi.ors, 430, 508. 
- of praemunire, 430, 509. 
-of.taples, 431 sq. 
- of Northamptou, 613. . 
- of York, 369, 6.8. 
Steward, unlawful jurisdiction of the, 

338,639' . 
Stratford, John, made bi.hop of Win. 

che.ter, 373; draw. an indictmeut 
against Edw .... d 11,379; his policy, 
389; opposes the queen and Mor-. 
timer, 390; chancellor, 392, 402 aq.; 
leadB the Lancaster party, 403; 
attacked by the king, 404 aq.; 
demandB trial by his peers, 406; 
his contest, 406-408; reconciliation, 
408; die., 414. 

- Robert, bishop of Chichester, 40 3 
atj. 

Sweden, estate~ of, 173. 

Tallage, de tallagio non coneedendo, 
148 'q., 545 'q. 

_ under Edw .... d II, 349, 546; at
tempted under Edw .... d Ill, 395, 
547; abolished, 402, 548• • 

- of demesne, 545 sqq. • • 
Taxation, by the council, 252; ng ht 

of the kings to, 544· I 

- in the county court, 224· 
_ of the spirituals, 179-184; voted 

in convocation, 204 ,t[. 
- of wool, 554-556• 
_ share of individual. in the deter-

mination of, 251- 255. 
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Taxes of 1217 and I 2I 8, 30, 60. 
- of 1219, for the crusade, 37. 
- of 12~0, carucage, 36. 
- of 1221, scutage of Biham, 33, 37. 
-- OfI'23,scutage of Montgomery, 34-
- of 1224, scutage .of Bedford, 37. 
- of 1325. a fifteenth, 37, 38, 60. 
- of 1227, a· tallage, 40. 
- of 1229, scutage of Kery, 42 j papal 

tenth,43. 
- of IZ30, scutage of Brittany, 42. 
- of 1231, scutage of Poictou, 42; 

. - of 1232, a fortieth, 47. 
- of 1235, aid for the marriage of 

Isabella,s., 60: 
- of 1237, a thirtieth, 54,60. 
- of 1242, scutage, 61. 
- of 1245, scutage 'pur:fille marier,' 

6+ 
- of 1246, scutage of Gannoc, 65. 
- of 1247, II,OOO marks. 66. 
- of 1253, 8cutage and tenths, 68. 
- of 1254- 69. 
- of 1257, 52,000 marks from the 

clergy, 73. 
- of 1.69, a twentieth, 102. 
- ofu70, supplementary, 102. 
- of. 1273, tenths, 108. 
- of 1275, customs, 113 j a fifteenth, 

II4-
- of u78, distraint of knighthood, 

I15· . 
- of 1279, scutage, 114 j of the clergy, 

II7 sq. 
- of 1382, J19. 
- of 1283, a thirtieth, 120. 

- of 1285, scutage, 122. 
- of 1288, papal tenths, 124-
- of 1289, tallage, 125. 
- of 1290, aid pur :fille marier, 126 j 

fifteenth and tenth, '127, 128. 
- of 1291,129. 
- of 129', a fifteenth, 129. 
....,.. of 1294, 132. 
- of 1295, 134. 
- of 1296,135' 
- of 1297, 139, 142 8qq. 
- of 1301, 157. 
- of 1302, 163. . 
- of 1303, new custom, 164-
- of 13°4,164, 
- of 1306,. thirtieth and twentieth, 

164. 
- of 1307, a fifteenth and twentieth, 

33°· 

Taxes of 13°9, a twenty-fifth, 338. 
- of 1310, 343. 
- of 1313, tallage, 349. 
- of 1313, a fifteenth and twentieth, 

35°· ' 
- of 1315, a fifteenth and twentieth, 

355· 
- of 13 I 6, a fifteenth and sixteenth, 

356. 
- of 1317, a papal tenth, 358. 
- of 1319, .. twelfth and eighteenth, 

361• ' 
- of 1320, 363 •. 
- of 1.3'" 370. 
~ of 13'7-1331, 395. 
- of 1332, 395.' 
- of 1333-1335,396. 
- of 1336-1338,397. 
- of 1339-1340,399. 
- of 1342,413. 
- of 1344. 414. 
- of 1346, 415. 
- of 1347, 416. 
- of 1348,417 8q. 
- of 1351-1359, 4'4 sq. 
- of 1360--1369, 432,433. 
- of 1371, 442-444. . 
- of 137', 444. 
- of 1373,446. 
- of 1374. 447. 
- of 1376, 45" . 
- of 1377, 458; poll-tax, 459. 
- of 1377, to Richard II, 464. 
- of 1378, 467. 
- of 1379, poll-tax. 468. 
- of 1380, poll-tax. 470. 
- of 1381, 1383, 484-
- of 138., 488. 
- of 1383, 488. 
- of 1384, 488-490. 
- of 1385, 490. 
- of 1386, 495. 
- of 1388, 50' • 
- of 1390--1395,507 8q. 
- of 1397, 515. 
- of 1398.5.2. 
Temporalities of bishops, 388. 
Testamentary causes, jurisdiction in, 

66, 124. 
Tithe, of underwood, 6 • .7 sq. 
Towns, constitution of, at the begin

ning of the parliamentary period, 
2.8 8q. j elections ofrepresentatives, 
244 sq. 

Treason, legislation on, 431. 
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Treasurer, the king's, growth in im
portance of, 388. 

Treasurer&-
Ranulf Ie Bret, 45. 
Walter Mauclero, 45. 
Peter de Rivaux, 47. 
Philip Lovell, 80. 
John Crakeha.ll. 80. 
John Kirkby, 1I9,125, 129. 
Walter Langton, 158,335,351. ' 
Walter Reyolds, 335, 351. 
John Sandals, 343, 354-
Walter of Norwich, (lieut.),347, 

354· ' 
Walter Stapledon, 371, 376, 377. 
William de Melton (abp. of 

York. 371),373.393. 
Adam Orlton, 385 .qq., 4J4. 
Henry Burghereh. 389. 
Roger N orthburgh, 404-
Robert Parning, 406. 
William Edington, 414, 433. 
John Sheppey, 433. 
Simon Langham. 433. 
John Barnet, 433. 
Thom&a Brantingham, 433, 440 ; 

again, 506. 
Richard Ie Scrope, 443. 
Henry Wakefield, 456. 
Sir Robert Hales, 479, 480. 
Sir Hngh Segrave, 483, 483. 
Walter Skirlaw,496. 
John Gilbert, 497. 508. 
John Waltham, 508. 
Roger Walden, 508. 

Tre&aurers of subsidies appointed, 459, 
465, 594, 597 sq. , 

Tre.silian, Robert, his severities 
against the rebels in 138 I, 48 I ; 

aids Richard in 1387, 500; charged 
by the appellants, 501 sq.; con
demned and executed, 5°3, 504. 

Trussell, Sir William, proctor for the 
parliament of 1337,380, 4II, 450. 

Tunnage and poundage, 444, 446, 557, 
598. See Tues. 

- properly applied tothe maintenance 
of the nlOV}', 444 sq., 598. 

Tyler, Wat, rebellion of, 478, 482. 

Urban IV, pope, 88, 95. 
Urban VI, pope, 505. 

Valence, William of Savoy, bishop 
elect "f, 53-56, 58, 191., 

Valenoo, William (of Lusignan) of, 
half-brother of Henry III, 91. 

- Aymer of. See Pembroke. 
Vere, Robert de, earl of Oxford, 486 

487; marquessofDublin,49I; duk~ 
of Ireland, ib.; supports Richard 
against the barons, 500, 503; de
feated at Radcot Bridge. 502; con
demned, 504; dies abroad; 506. 

Viceoomites pacis, 6. 
Villeins, education of, 485, 509. 
Villenage, a cause of the rising of the 

commons, 475; result of that rising 
on, 485. 

Voting in Parliament, 265. 

Wages of members of parliament, 242, 
247· 

Wake, Thom&a, lord, 378; one of 
the council of Edward III in his 
minority, 387; arrested in 1341, • 
4°4· 

Wales, wars of Henry III with, 92; 
policy of Edward I in, IU, II8, 
J2I; trial of David, at Shrewsbury, 
120 sq.; W&1'8 with, 133; statute of, 
308• 

- represented in the Englieh parlia
ments, 369, 378. 

Walworth, William, 465, 466, 481., 
597· 

Wardrobe, accounts of, 389, 558, 574, 
575,583. , 

Warenne, John of, earl of Surrey, 
opposes Edward I on the quo war
ranto inquest, lIS, 1I6. 

- John, earl of Surrey, supports 
Gaveston, 340; is pardoned, 350; 
carries oft'the countess of Lancaster, 
358; joins in the attack on the De
spensers, 364; is pardcned, 365; 
on the king's side in 1322, 368, 376, 
377 ; one of the council of Edward 
III,387· 

Warwick, Guy Beauchamp, earl of, 
340, 341; an .ordainer, 343; be
heads Gave.ton, 348; pardoned, 
349; dies, 351• ' 

_ Thom&ll Beauchamp, earl of. 449, 
458 ; joins the party opposed to 
Richard II, 492; an appellant, 503; 
arrested in 1397, 518; confesses 
treason and is condemned, 520. 

Westminster, provisions of, 83· ' 
Willoughby, Richard, justice, 404; his 
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story about a writ addressed to the" 
king, 250. 

Winchester, statute of, 132,133. 
- parliaments at, 391. #3,5°7. 
Wool,taxed,2ooaq., 
- custom imposed on, in 1275. 113. 

• - seized in 1294, 131. 
- not to be taxed without consent of 

parliament, 434. 556• 
- maletote of, 148, 555. 
Writ .. circumspecte agatis, 124. 
- of summons to parliament and to 

the host, 211-214; barony by writ, 
21 3. 

- of summons, variety of formA, 262 
aqq.; to military service, 291 aqq. 

- of protection, 338. 
- sale of, 637. 
Wycliffe, John, 434 ; speeCh preserved 

by, #0; sympathises with the 
attack on the clergy in 1371, #2; 
negotiates at Bruges, #7. 457; his 
trial at S. Paul's, 459; his relation to 
John of Gaunt, 46o; COWIulted by 

the princess of Wales, 463: second 
, prosecution of, 466; dies at Lutter
worth, 493. 

Wykebam, William of, bishop of Win
chester, chancellor, 433, #0; com
pelled to resign in 1371, #2; at
tacked by John of Gaunt for his 
conduct in the good parliament, 
456 ; convocation insists on redress, 

'457, 4598q.; is on the side of the 
baronial opposition, 493 ; chancellor 
again, 506, 508. 

York, Edmund of Langley, duke of, 
SII, 513; roegent, 525; joins Henry 
of Lancaster, 527, 528. 

- Edward, duke of, son of Edmund; 
earl of Rutland, 5 IS; duke of 
AumAle. 521, 523. 

- convocation of. 118. 205, 207, 208. 
- county court of, 225 sq. 
- parliaments of, 15'h 354, 361, 369, 

390, 395, 396. 
- parliament of 1322 at, 369. 
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GRlEiEK.-A f;reek-English Lexic(Jn, by Henry· George 
Liddell, D.n., and Robert Scott; D.D. Seventh Edition, Revised and Ang-
meut>ed thrOlighout. 1883. 4to. II. 16.r. . 

-- A Greek-English Lexicon, abridged from Liddell and 
Soett't\ 4to. edition, chiefly for the use of Schools. Twenty-first Edition. 
1884. Square I amo. '1s.6t1. -

-- A coPif»ls Greek-English Vocahulary, compiled from 
the 'best aul"horities. 1850. 3~0. 3s. 

-- A Practical Introduction to· Greek Accentuation, by H. 
W. Chandler, M.A. Second Edition •. 1881. 8vo. lOt. f,d. 

HEBREW.-Tke Book of Hebrew Roots~ by Abu 'l-W~lid 
Marwin iba Janilt. otherwise called Rabbt yonih. Now first edited, with an 
Appendix, by Ad. Neubauer. 1875,' 4to.· a/. 'Is. 6d • 

.. _- A r,"eatis~ on the use of the Tenses in Hebrew. By 
S. R. Driver. D.D. Second Edition. 1881. Extra fcap. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

-- Hehrnll Ac-centllation oj Psalms, Proverbs, and Job. 
By William Wickes, D.D. 1881. Demy 8vo. stiff covers, 5s. 

- A Treatise ~m the Accentuation of tke twenty-(J1te so-called 
Prose BOtJIu..t tlte{)Jd Testammt. By William Wickes, D.D. 1887. Demy 
8vo. ICII. 64. -

lCELANDIC.-A" la/andie-English Dictionary, based on the 
MS. collections of .tb€' late Richard Cleasby. Enlarged and completed by 
G. Vigfu.sson. M.A. With an Introduction, and Life of Richard Cleasby, by 
G. Webbe Dasent, D.C.L. 1874. 4tO. 3/. 7s • 

. -- A List of English Words tlte Etymology oj wkick is 
illustrated 6y comp.rUtM wit" Icelmu/ic. Prepared in the form of an 
ApPENDIX to the above. By W, W. Skeat, Litt.D. 1876. stitched, 3S. 

- An Icelandic Primer, with Grammar, Notes, and 
.Glossary. By Henry Sweet, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d • 

..........- An Icelandic Prose Reader, with Notes. Grammar and 
·Glossary, by Dr. Gudbrand Vigflisson andF. York Powell. M.A. 1879.' 
. .EJotra {cap. Svo. lOS. 6d. 

l.AlfIN.-A Latin Dictionary, founded on A"drews' edition 
of Freund's Latin Dictionary, revised. enlarged. and ill great part rewritteD 
,by ,Charlton T. Lewis, Ph.D .• and Charles Short. LL.D. 1879 .• to.. 1/.53. 

r.:rELANiESIAN.-Tlte Melanesian Languages. By R. H. 
€OI\rington. D.D., ofthe Melanesian Mission. 8vo. 18s. 

PANSl{.RIT.-A Practical Grammar oj tlte Sanskn't Lang-uage, 
an-anged with ~eference to the Classical Languages of Europe. fOl" the use of 
EnglishStudelllts, by Sir M. Monier-Williams. M.A. Fourth Edition. 8vo. I 5s. 

-..- A. S"nskril-Ettglisk Dictionary, Etymologically .and 
fhUalog;icaliy arranged, with special reference to Greek. Latin, German, Anglo
Sax~, ~nj:'l~sh. and other coguate Indo·Europeall Languages. By Sir M. 
)lOlUU·Wll\.iaJnii, M.A •. 1871. 4to. 41. 14S~6t/. 
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SANSKRIT.-NaWpdkltydnam. Story of Nala, an Episode of 
~ Maha-B~ta:thct Sanskrit text, with a copious Vocabulary, and an 
Improved version of Dean Milman's Translation, by Sir M. Monier-Williams 
M.A. Second Edition, Revised and Improved. 1879. 8vo. 151'. ' 

- Sal_talii. A Sanskrit Drama, in Seven Acts. Edited 
by Sir M. Monier-Williams, M.A. Second Edition, 1876. 8vo. 311'. 

SYRI~c.-TIU'sa.rus Syr;acrts :collegeruftt Quatremere, Bem
stem, Lorsbach, Arnoldi, Agrell, Field, Roediger: edidit R. Payne Smith, 
S.T.P. Fasc. I-VI. 1868-83. sm. fol. each, II. Is. Fasc. VII. II. III'. 6d. 

Vol. I, containing Fase. I-V, sm. fol. 51. 51'. 

--TIte Boole of K alilalt. and D;mnalt.. Translated from Arabic 
~to Syriac. Edited by W. Wright, LL.D. 1884- 8vo. 21,. 

GREEK CLASSICS, &c. 

Aristophanes: A Complete Concordance to the Comedies 
and Fragments. By Henry Dubar, M.D. 4to. 11. 11'. 

Aristotle: The Politics, with Introduction, Notes, etc-., by 
w. L~, M.A., Fellow of Balliol College, Osford. Vols. I. and II. 
NearfJI ,""y. 

Aristotle: TIte' Polities, translated into English, with Intro
dnction, Marginal Analysis, Notcts, and Iodiects, by B. Jowett, M.A. Medium 
8vo. a vola. III'. 

eatalogus Cudicu", f;,-aeeorum Sinaiticorum. Scripsit V. 
Gardtbausen Lipsiensis. With six pagctS of Facsimiles. 8vo. li_, 251'. 

Heraclit; Epltesii Reliquiae. Recensuit I. Bywater, M.A. 
Appendicis loco additae sunt Diogeois Laertii Vita Herac1iti, Particulae Hip
pocratei De Diaeta Libri Primi, Epistolae Heracliteae. 1877. 8vo.6I'. 

Hereulanensium Volumi""m Partes II. 1824- 8vo. lOS. 

Fragmenla Hereulanensia. A Descriptive Catalogue of the 
Oxford copies of the Herculaneao Rolls, together with the texts of several 
papyri, accompanied by facsimiles. Edited by Walter Scott, M.A., Fellow 
of Merton College, Osford. Royal 8vo. e/pln, 2 ~.r. 

Homer: A Complete Concordance to the Odyssey. and 
Hymns of Homer; to which is, added a Concordance to the Parallel Passages 
~ the Iliad, Odyssey, and Hymns. By Henry Dunbar, M.D. 1880. 4to• II. IS. 

__ Scnolia Graeea in Iliadetn. Edited by Professor W. 
Dindorf after a new collation of the Venetian MSS. by D. B. Monro, M.A., 
Provost'of Orid College. 4 vols. 8vo. 2/. 101'. Vols. V and VI. In 1M Presl. 

__ Senolia Graeca in Odys$#a;". Edidit Guil. Dlndorfius. 
Tomi IL 1855. 8vo. 151'. 6d. 
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Plato: Apology) with a revised Text and English Notes, and 
a Digest of Platonic Idioms, by James Riddell, M.A; 1878. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

-- Philebus, with a revised Text and English Notes, by 
Edward Poste, M.A. 1860. 8vo. 7s. 6ti. 

-- Sophistes and Politicus, with a revised Text and English 
Notes, by L. Campbell, M.A. 1867. 8vo. 18s. 

-- Tlzeaetetus, with a revised Text and English Notes, 
by L. Campbell, M.A. Second Edition. 8vo. lOS. 6ti. 

-~- The Dialogues, translated into English, with Analyses 
and Introductions, by B. Jowett, M.A.' A new Edition in 5 volumes, medium 
8vo. 1875. 3/. lOS., 

-- The Republic, translated into English, with an Analysis 
and Introduction, by B.Jowett, M.A. Medium 8vo. lu.6ti. 

Thucydides.. Translated into English, with Introduction, 
Marginal Analysis, Notes, and Indices. By B. Jowett, M.A. :I vols. 1881. 
Medium 8vo. II. 12S. 

THE HOLY SCRIPTURES, &o, 

STUDIA BIBLICA.-Essays in Biblical Archa:ology and Criti. 
cism, and kindred subjects. By Members of the University of Oxford. 8vo. 
los.6d. 

ENGLISH.-The Holy Bible in the earliest Eng-lish Versions, 
made from the Latin Vulgate by John Wycliffe and his followers: edited by 
the Rev.J. Forshall and Sir F. Madden .... vols. 1850. Royal4to; 3/.3s. 

[Also reprinted from the above, with Introduction and Glossary 
byW.·W:Skeat. ~.A •. 

--0 The Books of Job, Psalms, Proverhs, Ecclesiastes, and the 
Song of Solomon: according to the Wycliffite Version made by Nicholas 
de Hereford, about A.D. 1381, and Revised by John Purvey, about A.D. 1388• 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6ti. 

-- TheNew Testament in Englislt,according to the Version 
by John Wycliffe, about A.D. 1380, and Revised by John PurveY, about A.D. 
1388. Extra feap. 8vo. 6s.] 
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ENGLISH.-The Holy Bible: an exact reprint, page for page 
of the Authorised Versiou published in the yean6n. Demy 4to. half bouud: 
1/.11. 

--. Tlze Psalln', or Psalms of David, and certain Canticles, 
with a Trauslatiou and Expositiou iu English, by Richard Rolle of Hampole. 
Edited by H. R. Bramley, M.A., Fellow of S. M. Magdalen College, Oxford. 
With an Introduction and Glossary. Demy 8vo. 11. u. 

- Lectures on Ecclesiastes. Delivered in Westminster 
Abbey by the Very Rev. George Granville Bradley, D.D., Dean of West
minster. CroWD 8vo. 4'. 6d. 

GOTHIC.-The Gospel of St. Mark in Gothic, according to 
the translatioD made by Wulfila in the Fourth Century. Edited with a 
Grammatical Introduction and Glossarial Index by W. W. Skeat, M.A. 
Extra fcap. 8vo • ...,. 

GREEK.--Vetus Testamentum ex Versione Septuaginta Inter
pretum secuudum exemplar Vaticanum Romae editum. Accedit potiorvarietas 
Codicis Alexandrini. Tomi Ill. Editio Altera. 18mo. 18s. 

- Origenis Hexaplorum quae supersunt; sive, Veterum 
Interpretum Graecorum in totum Vetus Testamentum Fragmenta. Edidit 
Fridericus Field, A.M. II vols. 1875. 4to. 5/.5s. 

- The Book of Wisdom.. the Greek Text, the Latin 
Vulgate, and the Authorised English VersiOD; with an IntrodUCtiOD, Critical 
Apparatus, and a Commentary. By William J. Deane, M.A. Sma114to. 12s. 6d. 

-- Novum Testamentum Gratce. Antiquissimorum Codicum 
Textus iD oMine parallelo dispositi. Accedit collatioCodicisSinaitici. Edidit 
E. H. Hansell, S. T.B. TomiIll. 186 ... 8vo. half morocco. Price reduced 
to 24" 

-- Novum Testamentum Gratce. Accedunt parallela S. 
Scripturae loca, etc. Edidit Carolus lloyd, S.T.P.R. 18mo. V. 

On writing paper" with wide margin, lo.r. 

-- Novum Testamentum Gratce juxta Exemplar MiIlianum. 
18mo. 21. 64. On writing paper, with wide margin, gs. 

__ Evangelia Sacra Gratce. Fcap. 8vo. limp, 1S.6d. 

_ TI14 'Greek Testament, with the Readings adopted by 
the Revisers of the Authorised VersiOD:- , • 

. (I) Pica type, with Marginal Refereuces. Demy 8vo. lOS. 64. 
(2) LoDg Primer type. Fcap. 8vo. 45. 6tl. 
(3) The same, OD writing paper, with wide margin, IS', 

The Parallel New Testament, Greek and English; being 
the Authorised VersioD, 1611; the Revised Version, 1881; and the Greek 
Text followed in the Revised VersiOD. 8vo. us. 64. 

Tlu Reviud YwsUnl ;s tile joi.t InJerly of tIu U.iwrsitiu of OzflWtl,," C"lII!Jridgt. 
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GREEK.-Canon Muratorianus: the earliest Catalogue of the 
Books of tbe New Testament. Edited with Nates and a Facsimile of the 
MS. in the Ambrosian Library at Milan, by S. P. TregeUes, LL.D. ,S67. 
4to. lOS. 6d. 

-""-" Outlines of Textual Criticism applied to the New Testa
ment. By O. E. Hammond, M.A. Fourth Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. 3i.6d. 

HEBltEW, etc.-The Psalms in Hebrew witnoutpoints. 1879. 
Crown Svo. Price reduced to 2.r., in stiff oover. 

-- A Commentary on the Book of Proverbs. "Attributed 
to Abrabam Ibn Ezra. Edited from a MS. in the Bodleian Library by 
S. R. Driver, M.A. Crown Svo. paper covers, as. 6d. 

-- Tlte Book of Tobit. A Chaldee Text, from a unique 
MS. in the Bodleian Library; witb other Rabbinical Texts, English Transla
tions, and tbe Itala. Edited by Ad. Neubauer, M.A. IS78. Crown 8vo. 6,1'. 

-- Horae Hebraicae et Talmudicae, a J. Lightfoot. A new 
Edition, by R. Gandell, M.A. 4 vals. IS59' 8vo. II. IS. 

LATIN.--Lior; Psalmorum Versio antiqua Latina, cum Para
pbrasi Anglo-Saxonica. Edidit B. Thorpe, F.A.S. IS35' Svo. Ios.6d. 

-- Old-Latin BiblicalTexls: No. I. The Gospel according 
to St. Matthew from the St. Germain MS. (g,), Edited with IntroductioB 
and Appendices by John Wordswortb, D.D. Sma1l4to., stiff covers, 6.r. 

-"" --" Old-Ltztin Biblical Texts: No. II. Portions of the Gospels 
according to St. Mark and St. Mattbew, from the Bobbio MS. (k), &c. 
Edited by John Wordsworth, D.D., W. Sanday, M.A., D.D., and H. J. White, 
M.A. SmaIl4to., stiff covers, 2l.S. " 

OLD-FRENCH.-Libri Psalmorum Versio antiqua Gallica e 
Cod. MS. in Bibl. Bodleiana adservato, una cum Versione Metrica aliisque 
Monumentis pervetustis. Nunc primum descripiit et edidit Franciscus Michel, 
Phil. Doc. IS60. Svo. lOS. 6d. ' 

FATHERS OF THE CHURCH, &0. 

st. Atltallasius: Historical Writings, according to the Bene
dictine Text. With an Introduction by William Brigbt, D.D. IS81. Crown 
8vo. "lOS. 6d. -

- Orations against the Arians. With an Account of his 
Life by William Bright, D.D. IS7:\. Crown 8vo. 9,1'. 

St.Augustine: Sekct Anti-Pelagian Treatises, and the Acts 
of the Second Council of Orange. With an Introduction by William Bright, 
D.D. Crown 8vo. 9J'. 
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Canons 0/ the First Four General CfJUnt:ils of Nicaea. Con
stantinople, Ephesus, and Chalcedon, 1871. CroWD 8vo. a •• 6d. 

- Notes on tlte Canons 0/ tlte Firsl Four General Councils. 
By William Bright, D.D. 188a. CroWD 8vo. 5'" 6d. 

Cyrilli Archiepiscopi Alexandrini in XII Propleetas. Edidit 
P. E. Pusey, A.M. Tomi II. 1868. 8vo. cloth, a/. 21. 

-- in D. 70annis Evangelium. Accedunt Fragmenta varia 
necnon Tractatus ad Tiberium Diaconum duo. Edidit post Aubertum 
P. E.l'usey, A.M. Tomi llI. 187a. 8vo. a/.ss. . 

- Commentarii in Lucae Evangelium quae 5upersunt 
Syriace. E MSS. apud Mus. Britan. edidit R. Payne Smith, A.M. 1858. 
4to. II. a,. 

- Trallslated by R. Payne Smith, M.A, ~ vvls. 1859. 
Svo. 14" 

Eplzraemi Syri, Rabulae Episcopi Edesseni, Balaei, atiorum
que Opera Selecta. E Codd. Syriacis MSS. in Museo Britannic" et Bibliotheca 
Bodleianaasservatis primus ediditJ. J. Overbeck. 186S.8vo. 11.11-. 

Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History, according to the text of 
Borton, with an Introduction by William Bright, D.D. 1881. Cr"WD 8vo. 
JlI.64. . 

lrenaeus: The Tlzird Book of St./renaeus, Bishop of Lyons. 
against Heresies. With shorf Notes aud a Glossal'}" by H. Deane; B.D. 
187+ Crown 8vo. 51.64. 

Patrum 'Apostolicorum, S. Clementis Romani, S. Ignatii. 
s. Polycarpi, quae supersuot. Edidit Guil. Jacobson, S.T.P.R. Tomi 11. 
Fourth Edition, 1863. ~vo. II. IS. 

Socrates' Ecclesiastical History, according to the Text of, 
Hussey, with an Introduction by William Bright, -D.D. 1878. CroWD 8vo. 
~U -

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY. BIOGRAl'HY. &po 

Ancient Liturgy 0/ lite Church of England, according to the 
uses of Sarum, York, Hereford, and Bangor, and the Roman Liturgy arranged 
in parallel columns, with preface and Dotes. By William Maskell, M.A. 
Third Edition. 188a. 8vo; 151. 

Baedae Hisloria Ecclesiastica: Edited, with English Notes, 
by G. H. M~.berly,M.A. 1881. Crown 8v&. lo.r.6d. _:-
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Bright ( W.). Chapters of Early English. Church History. 
1878. 8vo. I2S. 

Burnefs History of t4e Reformation of the Church of England. 
A new Edition. Carefully revised, and the Records collated with the originals, 
by N.l'ocock, M.A. 7 vols. 1865. 8vo. Price reduced to II. lOS. 

Councils and Ecclesiastical Documents relating to Great Britain 
and Ireland. Edited, after Spelman and Wilkins, by A. W. Haddan, B.D., 
and W. Stubbs, M.A. Vols. I. and III. 1869-71. Medium8vo. each II. IS. 

Vol. II. Part I. 1873. Medinm 8vo. Ios.6t1. 

Vol. II. Part II. 1878. Church of Ireland; Memorials of St. Patrick. 
Stiff covers, 3s. 6t1. 

Hamilton (Yohn, Archbishop of St. Andrews), The Catecliism 
0/. Edited, with Introduction and Glossary, by Thomas Graves Law. With 
a Preface by the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone. 8vo. I2s.6d. 

Hammond (C. E.). Liturgies, Eastern and Western. Edited, 
with Introdnction, Notes, and Liturgical Glossary. 1878. Crown 8vo. los.6d. 
An Appendix to the above. 1879. Crown 8vo. paper covers, IS.6d. 

Yohn, Bishop of Ephesus. The Third Part of his Eccle
s;4Stical History. [In Syriac.] Now first edited by William Cureton, M.A. 
1853. 4to. II. 131. 

- Translated by R.Payne Smith, M.A. 1860. 8vo. lOS. 

/.eofric Missal, The, as used in the Cathedral of Exeter 
during the Episcopate of its first Bishop, A.D. 1050-107a; together with some 
Account of the Red Book of Derby, the Missal of Robert of J umieges, and a 
few other early MS. Service Books of the English Church. Edited, with In· 
troduction and Notes, by F. E. Warren, B.D. ~to. halfmorocc:o, 3Ss. 

Monum7/nta Ritualia Ecclesiae Anglicanae. The occasional 
Offices of the Church of England according to the old use of Salisbury, the 
Prymer in English, and other prayers and forms, with dissertations and notes. 
By William Maskell, M.A. Second Edition. I88a. 3 vols. 8vo. a/. 101. 

Records of the Reformation. The Divorce, 1527-1533. Mostly 
now for the first time printed from MSS. in the British Museum and other libra
ries. Collected and arranged by N. Pocock, M.A. -1870. a vols. 8vo. II. 16s. 

Shirky (ar. W.). Some Account of the Church in the Apostolic 
.Aer. Second Edition, 1874. Fcap. 8vo. 3s.64. ' 

Stubbs (W.). Registrum Sacrum Anglicamtm. An attempt 
to exhibit the course of Episcopal Succession in England. 1858. Sma1l4to. 
81.6d. 

Warren (F. E.). LiturgJ' and, Ritual oj the Celtic Church. 
1881. 8vo. 141. 
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ENGLISH THEOLOGY. 

Bampton Lectures, 1886. The Christian Platonists of Alex-
Qndria. By Charles Bigg, D.D. 8vo. lOS. 6d: • 

Butler's Works, with an Index to the Analogy. ~ vols. 1874. 
8VO.11I. 

Abo separately, 

Sermons, 5s.6d. Analogy of Religion, SS.6d. 

Greswelfs Harmonia Evangelica. Fifth Edition. 8vo. 1855. 
9-/.6d. 

Heurtley's Harmonia Symbolica: Creeds of the Western 
Church. 1858. 8vo, 6s. 6d. 

Homilies appointed to be read in Churches. Edited by 
J. Griffiths, M.A. 1859. 8vo, '11• 6d•. . 

Hooker's Works, with his life by Walton, arranged by John 
Keble, M.A. Sixth Edition, 1874. 3 vols. 8vo. 1/.113. 6d. . 

-- the text as arranged by John Keble, M.A. ~ vols. 
1875. 8vo. liS. 

:Jewefs Works. Edited by R. W. Je1f, D.D. 8 vols. 1848. 
8vo. II. 103. 

Pearson's Exposition of the Creed. Revised and corrected by 
E. Burton, D.D. Sixth Edition, 1877. 8vo. 103.6d. 

Water/and's Review of the Doctrine of the Eucharist, with 
a Preface by the late Bishop of London. Crown 8vo. 6s.6d. 

__ Works, with Life, by Bp. Van Mildert. A new Edition, 
with copious Indexes. 6 vols. 1856. 8vo. 2/. 113. 

Wheatly's Illustration of the Book of Common Prayer. A new 
Edition, 1846. 8vo. 53. • • 

Wyclif. A Catalogue of the Onginal Works of :John Wyclif, 
by W. W. Shirley, D.D. 1865. 8vo. 33 • 6d• 

__ Select English Works. By T. Arnold, M.A. 3 vols. 
1869-1871. 8vo. 11. u. ' 

__ Trialogus. With the Supplement now first, edited. 
By Gotthard Lechler. 1869. 8vo; 'Is. , 
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HISTORICAL AND DOCUMENTARY WORKS. 

British Barrows, a· Reoord of the Examination of Sepulchral 
MOWlds in various parts of England. By William Greenwell, M.A., F.S.A. 
Together with iDescription of Figures of Skulls, General Remarks on Pre
historic Crania, and an Appendix by George Rolleston,.M.D., F.R.S. 1877. 
Medium 8vo. 25/. 

Clarendon's History of the Rebellion and Civil Wars in 
England. 7 vols. 1839. 18mo. II. II. 

Clarendon's History of tke Rebellion and Civil Wars. in 
England. Also his Life, written by himself, in which is included a Con
tinuation of his History of the Grand Rebellion. With copious Indexes. 
In one volume, royal8vo. 1843. II. '!.S. 

Clinton's Epitome of tNe Fasti Hel/enid. 1851. 8vo. 6s.6d. 

-- Epitome of the Fasti Romani. 1854. 8ve.. 7s. 

Corpvs Poeticvm Boreak. The Poetry of the Old Northern 
Tongue, from the Earliest Times to the Thirteenth Century. Edited, clas
sified, and translated, with Introduction, Excursus, and Notes, by Gudbrand 
Vigfusson, M.A., and F. York Powell, M.A. :I vols. 1883. 8vo. 43/. 

Freeman (E. A.). History of the Norman Conquest of Eng
land; its Causes and Results. In Six Volumes. 8vo. 51. gs.6a. 

-- The Reign of William Rufus and the Accession of 
Henry the First. a vols. 8vo. II. J61. 

Gascoipze's Theological Dictionary (CC Liber Veritatum"): 
Selected Passages, illustrating the condition of Church and State, 1403-1458. 
With an Introduction by James E. Thorold Rogers, M.A. Small 4tO. 
los.6a. . , 

Johnson (StJmuel, LL.D.), Boswelts Life of; including 
Boswell's Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides, and johnson's Diary of a 
Journey into North Wales. Edited by G. Birltbeck Hill, D.C.L. In six 
volumes, medium Bvo. With Portraits and Facsimiles of Handwriting. 
Half b&und, at· 33· Just Publishea. 

Alagna Carta, a careful Reprint. Edited by W. Stubbs, D.D. 
1879. 4tO. stitched, II. 

Passio et Miracula Beati Olaui. Edited from a Twelfth
Century MS. in the Library of Corpus Christi College, Oxford, with an 
Introduction and Notes, by Frederick Metcalfe, M.A. Small 4to. stiff 
covers, 6/. 
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Protests of tM IAJrds, including those which have been ex
pnnged. from 1624 to 1874; with Historical Introductions. Edited by James 
Eo Thorold Rogers, M.A. 1875. 3volS. 890. a/. 21. 

Rogerl (7. E. T.). History of Agriculture and Prices in 
England, A.D. 1259-1793. 

Vols. I and II (1259-1400). 1866. 8vo. 2/.21. 

Vols. III and IV (1401-ls8a). 1882. 8vo. 2/. lor. 

Saxon Chro1licles (Two of the) parallel, with Supplementary 
Extracts from the Others. Edited, with Introduction, Notes, and a Glos
sarial Indes, hy J. Earle, M.A. 1865. 8vo. 16s. 

Stubbs (W., D.D.). Seventeen Lectures 011 the Study ~f 
Met/ieval and Motiertl HiBtn'J', &c.; delivered at Oxford 1867-188+ Demy 

. Svo. half·hOllDd, lor. 6tI. 

Sturlunga Saga. including the Islendinga Saga of Lawman 
Slorla Thordsson and other works. Edited by Dr. Gudhrand VigfUsson. 
In 2 vols. 1878. 8vo. 2/. 2.r. 

York Plays. The Plays performed by the Crafts or Mysteries 
oCVork on the day of Corpus Christi in the 14th, 15th, and 16th centuries. 
Now first printed from the uniqne MS. in the Library of Lord Ashburnbam. 
Edited with Introdn~tiQn and Glossary by Lw:yToulmin Smith. 8vo. au. 

Statutes made for the University of Oxford, IZltd for tlte Colleges 
and Halls therein. by the University of Oxford Commissioners. 1882. &va. 
n.r.6t/. 

Statuta Universitatis Oxoniensis. 1887. 8vo. 5s. 

The Examination Statutes for the Degrees of B.A., B. MIlS., 
B.C.L., anti B.M. Revised to Trinity Term, 1887. 8vo. sewed,I.r. 

TM Student'S Handbook til tM University and Co/leges of 
Oxford. Extra fcap. 8vo. a.r. 6d. 

The Oxford University Calendar lor tlte year 1887, Crown 
~~K -

The present Edition includes all Class Lists and other University distinctions 
. for the seven years ending with 1886. . 

. .Alao, supplementart to the above, price 5a. (pp. 606). 

The Honours Register of the Universit,of Oxford. A complete 
Record of University Honours, Officers, Distinctions, and Class Lists; of the 
Heads of Colleges, &c .• &c., from the Thirteenth Centory te 1883· 
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MATHEMATICS, PHYSICAL SCIENCE, &c. 

Acland (H. W., M.D., F.R.S.). Synopsis of tlte Pathological 
Series in the Oxford Museum. 1867. 8vo. 2s.6d. 

De Bary (Dr. A.). Comparative Anatomy of tlte Vegetative 
Organs of the Phanwogams and Ferm. Translated and Annotated. by F. O. 
Bower, M.A., F.L.S., and D. H. Scott, M.A., Ph.D., F.LS. With 241 
woodcnts and an Index. Royal 8vo., half morocco, II. 2S. 6d. ' 

Goebel (Dr. K.). Outlines of Classification and Special Mor
phology of Plants. A New Edition of Sachs' Text-Book of Botany, Book IL 
English Translation by H. E. F. Garnsey, M.A. Revised by I. Bayley Balfour, 
M.A., M.D., F.R.S. With 407 Woodcuts. Royal8vo. half morocco, 2lS. 

Sachs (7ulius von). Lectures on the Physiology of Plants. 
Translated by H. Marshall Ward, M.A. With 445 Woodcuts. Royal 8vo. 
half morocco, II. lIS. 6tl. Just Published. 

De Bary (Dr. A). Comparative Morphology and Biology of 
the Fungi, lIfycetosoa and Bacteria. Authorised English Translation by 
Henry E. F. Garnsey, M.A. Revised by Isaac Bayley Balfour, M.A., M.D., 
F.R.S. With 198 Woodcuts. Royal8vo., half morocco, II. 2S. 6tl. 

Miiller (7.). On certain Variations in tlte Vocal Organs of 
the Passeres (hat luroe Ai/mlo escaped notice. Translated by F. J. Bell, B.A .• 
and edited, with an Appendix, by A. H. Garrod, M.A., F.R.S. With Plates. 
1878. 4to. paper covers, 7s. 6d. 

Price (Bartholomew, M.A., F.R.S.). Treatise on Infinilesz'mal 
Calculus. 

Vol. I. Differential Calculus. Second Edition. 8vo. I¥. 6d. 

Vol. II. Integral Calculus, Calculus of Variations, and Differential Equations. 
Second Edition, 1865. 8vo. ISs. 

Vo1.UI. Statics, including Attractions; Dynamics of a Material Particle. 
Second Edition, 1868. 8vo. 16s. 

Vol.IV. Dynamics of Material Systems; together with a chapter on Theo
• retjca\ Dynamics, by W. F. Donkin, M.A.. F.R.S. 1862. 8vo. I6s. 

Pritchard (C., D.D., F.R.S.). Uranometria Nova Oxoniensis. 
A Photometric determination of the magnitudes of all Stars visible to the naked 
eye, from the Pole to ten degrees south of the Equator. 1885. Royal S~o. Ss.6d. 

-- Astronomical Observations made at the University 
. Observatory. Oxford, under the direction of C. Pritchard, D.D. No. I. 

J878. Royal8vo~ paper covers. 3S. 6d. 
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Rigaud's Correspondence of Scientt"jic Men of the It7tk Century 
with Table of Contents by A. de Morgan, and Index by the Rev. J. Rigaud; 
M.A. 3 vola. IS+I-1S6a. Svo. ISs.6d. 

Rolkston (George, M.D., F.R.S.). Scientific Papers and Ad
rI-:USeI • • Arrange? and Edited. by William Turner, M.B., F.R.S. With a 
BIOgraphIcal SketCh by Edward Tylor, F.R.S. With Portrait, Plates, and 
Woodcuts. 3 vola. Svo. II. ¥. 

Westwood.{7. 0., M.A., F.R.S.). Thesaurus Entomologicus 
• HOptitmUl, or a Description of the rarest Insects in the Collection given to 

the University by the Rev. William Hope. With +0 Plates. IS7+. Small 
folio, half morocco, '11. 101. 

'Qrfle ~aCftlJ :180015 of tbe East. 

TRANSLATED BY VARIOUS ORIENTAL SCHOLARS, AND EDITED BY 

F. MAX MULLER. 

_ [Demy Svo. cloth.] 

Vol. I. The Upanishads. Translated by F. Max MUller. 
Part I. The KiUndogya-upanishad, The Talavaklra-upanishad, The Aitareya. 
iranyaka, The Kaushitaki-brihmana-upanishad, and The Vagasaueyi-samhiti
upanishad. lOS. 6d. 

Vol. II. The Sacred Laws of the Aryas, as taught in the 
Schools of Apastamba. Gautam.&, ViisishtAa, aud BaudhAyana. Translated by 
Prof. Georg Biihler. Part I. Apastamba and Gautama. 101. 6r1. 

Vol. III. The Sacred Books of China. The Texts of Con
fucianism. Translated by James Legge. Part I. The Sho. King, The Reli
gious portions of the Shih King, and The Hsiao King. I as. 6d. 

Vol. IV. The Zend-Avesta. Translated by James Darme;
steter. Part I. The Vendldad. Ios.6d. 

Vol. V. The Pahlavi. Texts. Translated by E. W. West. 
Part I. The Bnndahis, Bahman Vast, and Shayast la-shayast. us.6d. 

Vols. VI and IX. The Qur'~n. Parts I ~nd II. Translated 
by E. H. Palmer. us. 

Vol. VII. The Institutes of Vishnu. Translated by Julius 
Jolly. 10I.6t1. 
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Vol. VIII. rhe Bhagavadgit1, with The Sanatsuga.tiya, and 
The AnugltA. Tra,nslatecj. by ~hinath Trimbak Telang. los.6d. 

Vol. X. The Dhammapada, translated from P1Pi by: F. Max 
Miiller; and The Sutta-Nipata, translated. from Pali by Y. Faus))oll; being 
Canonical Books of the Buddhists. lOS. 6t1. - .. -

Vol. XI. Buddhist Suttas. Translated from P1Ii by T. W. 
Rhys Davids. I. The MaMpariniboana Suttanta; 2. The Dhamma-kakh
ppavattana Sutta; 3. The Tevig,ga Suttanta; 4. The Akailkheyya Sutta; 
5. The Ketokhila Sutta; 6. The Maha-sudassana Sutt«nt8l; '1. The SabbUava 
Sutta. los.6t1. 

Vol. XII. The Satapatha-Br1hmana, according to the Text 
of the Madhyandina School. Translated by Julius Eggeling. Part I. 
Books I and II. us.6d. 

Vol. XIII. Vinaya Texts. Translated from the P1Ii by 
T. W. Rbys Davids and Hermann Oldenberg. Part_I. The patimokkha. 
The MaMvagga, I-IV. 101.6d, 

Vol. XIV. The Sacred Laws of the Aryas, as taught in the 
Schools of .Apastamba, Gautama, Vasish/ha and Baudhayaua. Translated 
.by Georg Biih1er. P!p"t .11. Vasishthll and Baudhayana. lOS. 6.d. 

Vol. XV. The Upanishads. Translated by F. Max MUlIer. 
Part II. The Ka/ha-upanishad, The Mnndaka-upanishad, The Taittiriyaka
upanishad, The Bnbadaranyaka·upanishad, The Svetasvatara-upanishad, The 
Prasfla-upanishad, and T/le Maitr8.yana-Brahmana-upanishad. lOS. 6(/. 

Vol. XVI. The Sacred Books of China. The Texts orcon
fucianism. Translated by James Legge. Part II. The y~ King. los.6t1. 

Vol. XVII. Vinaya Texts. Translated from the P1li by 
T. W.Rhys Davids and Hermann Oldenberg. Part II. The Mahavagga, 
V-X. The Kullavagga, I-III. los.6d. 

Vol. XVIII. Pahlavi Texts. Translated by E. W. West. 
l!art I!. The D~stan-t Pinik ,ll.nd The Epis.t1es of .M9.D.Q..rRiha~. 12S.6d. 

Vol. XIX. The Fo-sho-hing-tsan-king. A Life' of Buddha 
by Asvaghosha Bodhisattva, translated from Sanskrit into Chinese by Dhal)o 
maraksha, A.D. 420, and from Chinese into English by Samuel Beal. los.6d. 

Vol. XX; Vinaya Texts. J'ranslated from the P1Ii by T. W. 
Rbys Davi(ls and Hermann Oldenberg. Part W. The KulIav!lgga, lV~XII. 
los.6d. 
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Vol. XXI. The Saddharma-pundarika; or, the Lotus of the 
True Law. Translated by H. Kern. ul.6d. 

Vol. XXII. Gaina-Sutras. Translated from Pr1krit by Her
mann Jacobi.' Part I. The AAilriilga-Siltra. The Kalpa-Siltra. JOI. 6d. 

Vol. XXIII.· The Zend-Avesta. Translated by James Dar
mesteter. Part II. The strazab!, Vans, and Nyayir. JOI.6d. 

Vol. XXIV. Pahlavi Texts. Translated by E. W. West. 
Part Ill. Dina.! Mainog-! Khirad, Slkand·gQmanfk. and Sad-Dar. 1<II.6d. 

Second Series. 

Vol. XXV. Manu. Translated by Georg Bi.ihler. 2lS. 

Vol. XXVI. The Satapatha-Br1hmana. Translated by 
Julius Eggeling. Part II. J 13. 6d. 

Vols. xxvn and XXVIII. The Sacred Books of China. 
The Texts of Confucianism. Translated by James Legge. Parts III and IV. 
The Lt If.!. or Collection of Treatises on the Rules of Propriety, or Ceremonial 
Usages. '5 .... 

. Vols. XXIX and XXX. The Gr,hya-Sutras, RuJes of Vedic 
Domestic Ceremonies. Translated by H~"nn Oldenbeig. 

Part I (Vol. XXIX), us.6t1. Just Published. 
Part II (Vol. XXX). In t1ie Press. 

VoL XXXI. The Zend-Avesta. Part III. The Yasna, 
Visparad, AMnagb, and Gabs. Translated by L. H. Mills. . us. 64. 

The following Volumes are in the Pres&:-

Vol. XXXII. Vedic Hymns. Translated by F. Max Muller. 
PartL 

Vol. XXXIII. N1rada, and some Minor L:rlJV-b&.oks. 
Translated by Julius Jolly. [Preparing.] 

Vol. XXXIV. The Ved~ni:a-Sutras, with S~nkara's Com-
. menta1'}'. Translated by G. Thibaut. [preparing.] 

,. * * Tne Se~ond Series 'lllill consist of TWlnlJl-,Fpur 1"#1uftU! •. 
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([Iar.enh.tJll11r.eSS 'stries 

I. ENGLISH, &c. 

A First Reading Book. By Marie Eichens of Berlin; and 
edited by Anne J. Clough. Extra feap. 8vo. stiff-covers, ¥. 

Oxford Reading Book, Part I. For Little Children. Extra 
fca p. 8vo. stiff covers, 6d. 

Oxford Reading Book, Part II. For' Junior Classes. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. stiff covers, 6d. 

An Elementary English Grammar and Exercise Book. By 
o. W. Tancock, M.A. Second Edition. Extra feap. 8vo. IS.6d. 

An English Grammar and Reading Book, for Lower Forms 
in Classical Schools. By O. W. Tancock, M.A. Fourth Edition. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Typical Selections from the best English Writers, with Intro
ductory Notices. Second Edition. In 3 vols. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. each. 

Vol. I. Latimer to Berkeley. Vol. II. Pope to Macaulay. 
Skairp (7. C., LL.D.) . . Aspects of Poetry; being Lectures 

delivered at Oxford. CroWD 8vo. los.6d. 

A Book for tke Beginner in Anglo-Saxon. By John Earle, 
M.A. Third Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. 

An Anglo-Saxon Reader. In Prose and Verse. With Gram
matical Introduction, Notes, and Glossary. By Henry Sweet, M.A. Fourth 
Edition, Revised and Enlarged. Extra fcap. 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

A Second Anglo-Saxon Reader. By the same Author. Extra 
feap. 8vo. Nearly ready. 

An Anglo-Saxon Primer, with Grammar, Notes, and Glossary. 
By the same Author. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s.6d. 

Old English Reading Primers,' edited by Henry Sweet, M.A. 
J. SeJected Homilies of lElfric. Extra fcap. 8vo., stiff covers, IS. 6d. ' 
II; Extracts from Alfred's Orosius. Extra feap. 8vo., stiff covers, IS. 6d. 

First Middle English Primer, 'lJ!ith Grammar and Glossar". 
By the same Author. Extra fcap. 8vo. as. 

Second Middle Englisk Primer. Extracts from Chaucer, 
with Grammar and Glossary. By the same Author. Extra (cap. 8vo. as. 

Principles of English Etymology. First Series. The Native 
Elemmt. By W. W. Skea.t. Litt.D. CroWD 8vo. 93. 
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The Philology of the English Tongue':' By]. Earle, M.A. 
Third Edition. Extra (cap. 8114. ,s.64. 

An Icelandic Primer, with Grammar, Notes, and Glossary. 
By the same Author. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3S. 64. 

An Ice/alldic Prose Reader, with Notes, Grammar, and Glossary. 
By G. Vigfusson, M.A., and F. York Powell, M.A. Ext. fcap. 8vo. los.6d. 

A Handbook of Phonetics, including a Popular Exposition of 
the Principles ofSpelling Reform. By H. Sweet, M.A. Extra (cap. 8vo • ....,. 64. 

Elementarbuck des Gesprockenen Englisch. Grammatik, 
Tate und Glossar. Von Henry Sweet. Extra (cap. 8vo., stiff covers, 2 ... 64. 

The Ormulum,' withJhe Notes and Glossary of Dr. R. M. 
White. Edited by R. Holt, M.A. 1878. 2 vols. Extra (cap. 8vo.IIS. 

Specimens of Early English. A New and Revised Edition. 
With Introduction. Notes, and Glossarial Index. By R. Morris, LL.D., and 
W. W. Skeat. LiIt.D. 

Part I. From Old English Homilies to King Hom (A.D. II So to A.D. 1300). 
Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 9s. 

Part II. From Robert o( Gloucester to Gower (A.D. 1298 to A.D. 1393). 
Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 7 ... 6d. 

Specimens of English Literature, from the .c Ploughmans 
Crede' to the' Shepheardes Calender' (A.D. 1394 to A.D. 1579). With Intro
duction, Notes,and Glossarial Index. By W. W. Skeat, Lilt.D. Extra (cap. 
8vo. 71.6d. 

The Vision of William concerning Piers tke Plowman, in three 
Parallel Texts; together with Ri'hard the Redelm. By William Langland 
(about 1361-1399 A.D.). Edited from numerous Mauuscripts, with Preface, 
Notes, and a Glossary, by W. W. Skeat, Litt.D. I vols. 8vo. 31S. 6d. 

The Vision of William concl'rninf Piers the Plowman, by 
William Langland. Edited. with Notes, by W. W. Skeat, Lilt.D. Third 
Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 4S' 64. 

Chaucer. I. The Prologue to' the Canterbury Tales,· the 
Knightes Tale; The Nonne Prestes Tale. Edited by R. Morris, Editor of 
Specimens of Early English, &c., &c. Extra (cap. 8vo. 2S. 64. 

_ II. The Prioresses Tale,' Sir Thopas; The Monkes 
Tale; The Clerkes Tale; The Squieres Tale, &c. Edited by W. W. Skeat. 
Litt.D. Third Edition. Extra (cap. 8vo • ....,. 6d. 

__ III. The Tale of the Man of Lawe,' The Pardo"neres 
Tale; The Second Nonnes Tale; The Chanoons Yemannes Tale. By the 
lame Editor. Second Edition. Extra (cap. 8vo . ....,. 6d. 

Gamelyn, The Tale of. Edited with Notes, Glossary, &c., by 
w. W. Skeat, Lilt.D. Extra (cap. 8vo. Stiff covers, II. 6d. 

JJfinot (Laurence). Poems. Edited, with Introduction and 
Notes, by Joseph Hall, M.A., Head Master o( the Hulme Grammar School, 
Manchester. Extra fcap. 8vo • ....,. 6d. 

C 
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Spenser's Faery Queene. Books I and II. Designed chiefly 
for the use of Schools. With Introduction, Notes, and Glossary. By G. W. 
Kitchin, D.D. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. each. 

Hooker. Ecclesiastical PoNty, Book I. Edited by R. W. 
- Church, M.A. Second Edition. Extra feap. 8vo. 2S. 

OLD ENGLISH DRAMA. 
The Pilgrimage to Parnassus with The Two Parts of the 

Returnfrom Parnassus. Three Comedies performed in St. John's College, 
Cambridge, A.D. MDXCVII-MDCI. Edited from MSS. by the Rev. W. -D. 
Macray, M.A., F.S.A. Medium 8vo. Bevelled Boards, Gilt top, Ss. 6d. 

Marlowe and Greene. Marlowe's Trqgical History of Dr. 
Faustus. and Greene's Honourable History of Friar Bacon and Friar Bungay. 
Edited by A. W. Ward, M.A. New and Enlarged Edition. Extra fcap. 
8vo. OO.6d. 

Marlowe. Edward II. With Introduction, Notes, &c. By 
o. W. Tancock, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. . 

SHAKESPEARE. 
Shakespcare. Select Plays. Edited by W. G. Clark, M.A., 

and W. Aldis Wright, M.A. Extra feap. 8vo. stiff covers. 
The Merchant of Venice. IS. Macbeth. IS.6d. 
Richard the Second. u.6J. Hamlet. IS. 

Edited by W. Aldis Wright, M.A. 
The Tempest. II. 6d. Midsummer Night's Dream. IS.6d. 
As You Like It. II.6d. Coriolanus. 1S.6d. 
Julius Czsar. IS. Henry the Fifth. IS. 

Richard the Third. 1S.6J. Twelfth Night. 1S.6d. 
King Lear. IS. 6J. King John. IS. 6d. 

Shakespeare as a Dramatic Artist " a popular Illustration of 
the Principles of Scientific Criticism. By R. G. Moulton, M.A. Crown 8vo. 5s. 

Bacon. I. Advancement of Learning. Edited by W. Aldis 
Wright, M.A. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥. 6d. 

-- II. Tlte Essays. With Introduction and Notes. By 
S. H. Reynolds, M.A., late Fellow of Brasenose College. In Preparation. 

Milton. I. Areopagitica. With Introduction and Notes. By 
John W! Hales, M.A. Third Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

-- II. Poems. Edited by R. C. Browne, M.A. z vols. 
Fifth Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. OO.6d. Sold separately, Vol. I. ¥.; Vol. II. 3s. 

In paper oovers:-
Lycidas,3d. L'Allegro,3tl. II Penseroso, 4d. Comus,6J. 

Samson Agonistes, 6d. 

-- III. Samson Agonistes. Edited with Introduction and 
Notes by 10bn Churton Collins. Extra feap. 8vo. stiff covetS, IS. 



CLARENDON PRESS,. OXFORD. 19 

BunJ!an. I. Th~ Pilgrim's Progress, Grace Abounding, Rela
titm of tlu Imp,.;,ronment 0/ Mr.John Bunyan. Edited, with Biographical 
Introduction and Notes, by E. Venables, M.A. 1879. Extrafcap.8vo. 5s• 
In ornamental Parchment, 6,. 

-- II. Holy War. &-c. Edited by E. Venables, M.A. 
In the Press. 

Clarendon. History of the Rebellion. Book VI. Edited 
by T. Arnold, M.A. Extra {cap. 8vo. ¥. 6(/. 

Dryden. Select, Poems. Stanzas on the Death of Oliver 
Cromwell; Ast....,a Redux; Annus Mirabilis; Absalom and Achitophel; 
ReJigio Laici; The Hind and the Panther. Edited by W. D. Christie, M.A. 
Second Edition. Extra {cap. 8vo. as. 6(/. 

Locke's Conduct of the Understanding. Edited, with Intro
duction,Notes, &c., by T. Fowler, D.D. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 

Addison. SelectionsfromPapersin the Spectator. With Notes. 
By T. Arnold, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥.6d. In ornamental Parchment,6s. 

Steele. Selections from the Tatler, Spectator, and Guardian. 
Edited by Austin Dobson. Extra fcap. Svo. ¥.6(/. In white Parchment, 7s.6d. 

Pope. With Introduction and Notes. By Mark Pattison, B.D. 
-- I. Essay on Man. Extra fcap. 8vo. IS. 6d. 
- II. Satires and Epistles. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2s. 
Parnell. The Hermit. Paper covers, 2d. 
Gray. Selected Poems. Edited by Edmund Gosse. Extra 

fcap. 8vo. Stiff covers, Is. 6(/. In white Parchment, 3S. 

-- Elegy and Ode on Eton College. Paper covers, 2d. 
Goldsmith. The Deserted Village. Paper covers, 2d. 
Johnson. I. Rosselas " Lives of Dryden and Pope. Edited 

by Alfred Milnes, M.A. (London). Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥. 6(/., or Lives of 
Dryden and Pop only, stiff covers, 21. 6(/. 

-- II. Vanity of Human Wishes. With Notes, by E. J. 
Payne, M.A. Paper covers, 4'i, 

Boswelf s Life of :Johnson. With the :Journal of a Tour to 
tlu Hebrides. Edited, with COpiODS Notes, Appendices, and Index, by G. 
Birkbeck Hill, D.C.L., Pembroke College. With Portraits 'Uld F.acsimiles. 
6 vols. Medium 8vo. Half bound, 3/. as. 

Cowper. Edited, with Life, Introductions, and Notes, hy 
H. T. Griffith, B.A. • 

__ I. The Didactic Poems of 1782, with Selections from the 
Minor Pieces, A.D. 1779-1783. Extra f!,ap. 8vo. as· 

__ II. The Task, with Tirocinium, and Selections from the 
Minor Poems, A.D. 17S4-1799. Second Edition. Extra fcap. Svo. 3s• 

CII 
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Burke. Select Works. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 
by E. J. Payne, M.A. 

- I. Thoughts on tke Present Discontents: the two Speeches 
m America. Second Edition. Extra feap. 8vo. 43.6d. 

-- II. Reflections on the French Revolution. Second Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 53. 

-- III. Four Letters on the Proposals for Peace with the 
Regicide Directory of Fr.ance. Second Edition. Extra feap. 8vo. 53. 

Keats. Hyperion, Book I. With Notes by W. T. Arnold, B.A. 
Paper covers, 4d. 

Byron. Childe Harold. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 
by H. F. Tozer, M.A: Extra feap. 8vo. 3J'.6d. In white Parchment, 53. 

Scott. Lay of the Last Minstrel. Edited with Preface and 
Notes by W. Minto. M.A. With Map. Extra feap. 8vo. StilI covers, 2S. 

Ornamental Parchment, 3J'. 6d. 

-- Lay of the Last Minstrel. Introduction and Canto I, 
with Preface and Notes, by the same Editor. 6d. 

II. LATIN. 

Rudimenta Lati1za. Comprising Accidence, and Exercises of 
a very Elementary Character, for the use of Beginners. By John Barrow 
Allen, M.A. Extra feap. 8vo. 2S. 

An Elementary Latin Grammar. By the same Author. 
Forty-second Thousand. Extra fcap. 8vo. as.6t1. 

A First Latin Exercise Book. By the same Author. Fourth 
Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. as.6t1. 

A Second Latin Exercise Book. By the same Author. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. 3S. 6d. 

Reddenda Minora, or Easy Passages, Latin and Greek, for 
Unseen Translation. For the use of Lower Forms. Composed and selected 
by C. S. Jerram, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 1S.6d. 

Anglice Reddenda, or Easy Extracts, Latin and Greek, for 
Unseen Translation. By C. S. Jerram, M.A. Third Edition, Revised and 
Enlarged Extra fcap. 8vo. as. 6t1. 

A nglic~ R6ddenda. Second Series. By the same Author. 
Extra feap. 8vo. 3s. 

Passages for Translation into Latin. For the use of Passme. 
and pthers. Selected by J. Y. Sargent, M.A. Sixth Edition. Extra {cap. 
8vo. 2s.6d. 

Exercises in Latin Prose Composition.. with lntroduction, 
Notes, and Passages of Graduated Difficulty for Translation into Latin. By 
G. G. Ramsay, M.A., LL.D. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. +t. 6d. 
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Hints and Helps /oy Latin Elegiacs. By H. Lee-Warner, M.A. 
Extra {cap. 8vo. 3'. 6d. 

First Latin Reader. By T. J. Nunns, M.A. Third Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 3/. 

Caesar. The Commentaries (for Schools). With Notes and 
Maps. lly Charles E. Moberly, M.A. 

Part I. Th, Callie Wa,.. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 4/ 6d. 
Part II. Th, Civil Wa,.. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 
Th, Civil Wa,.. llook I. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 21. 

Cicero. Speeches against Calilina. By E. A. Upcott, M.A., 
Assistant Master in Wellington College. In one or two Parts. Extra fcap. 
8vo. u.6d. 

Cicero. Selection 0/ interesting and descriptive passages. With 
Notes. lly Henry Walford, M.A. In three Parts. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥. 6d. 

Each Part separately, limp, II. 6d. 
Part I. Anecdotes from Grecian and Roman History. Third Edition. 
Part II. Omens and Dreams: Beauties of Nature. Third Edition. 
Part IlL Rome's Rule of her Provinces. Third Edition. 

Cicero. De Senectute. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, 
by L. Huxley, M.A. In one or two Parts. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3/. 

Cicero. Selected Letters (for Schools). With Notes. By the 
late C. E. Prichard, M.A., and E. R. Bernard, M.A. Second Edition. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 3/. . 

Cicero. Select Orations (for Schools). In Verrem I. De 
Imperio Gn. Pompeii. Pro Archia. Philippica IX. With Introduction and 
Notes by J. R. King, M.A. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo.· 2/. 6d. 

Cornelius Nepos. With Notes. By Oscar Browning, M.A. 
Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2/.6d. 

Horace. Selected Odes. With Notes for the use of a Fifth 
, Fonn. By E. C. Wickham, M.A. In one or two Parts. Extra fcap. 8vo. 

doth, 3/. 

Livy. Selections (for Schools). With Notes and Map'S. By 
H. Lee-Warner, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. In Parts, limp, each II. 6d. 

Part I. The Caudine Disaster. Part II. Hannibal's Campaign 
in Italy. Part III. The MacedoDian War. 

Liv)'. 'Books V-VII. With Introduction and NotiS. By 
A. R. Cluer, Il.A. Second Edition. Revised by P. E. Matheson, M.A. 
(In one or two vols.) Extra fcap. 8vo. 51. 

Livy. Books XXI, XXII, and XXIII. With Introduction 
. and Notes. By M. T. Tatham, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 41· 6d. 

Ovid. Selections for the use of Schools. With Introductions 
and Notes, and an Appendix on the Roman Calendar. By W. Ramsay, M.A. 
Edited by G. G. Ramsay, M.A. Third Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. SI.6d. 
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Ovid. Tristia. Book I. The Text revised, with an Intro
duction and Notes. By S. G. Owen, B.A. Extra feap. 8vo. 3s.6d. 

Plautus. Captivi. Edited by W; M. Lindsay, M.A. Extra 
fcap. 8vo. (In one or two Parts). 2S. 6d. 

Plautus. The Trinummus. With Notes and Introductions. 
(Intended for the Higher Forms of Public Schools.) ByC. E. Freeman, M.A., 
and A. Sloman, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. ,as. 

Pliny. Selected Letters (for Schools). With Notes. By the 
late C. E. Prichard, M.A., and E. R. Bernard, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3S. 

Sallust. With Introduction and Notes. By W. W. Capes, 
M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥. 6d. 

Tacitus. The Annals. Books I-IV. Edited, with Introduc
tion and Notes (for the use of Schools and Junior Students), by H. Fumeaux, 
M.A. Extra fcap. !lvo. 5S. 

Terence. Andria. With Notes and Introductions. By C. 
E. Freeman, M.A., and A. Sloman, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

-- Adelphi. With Notes and Introductions. (Intended for 
tbe Higher Forms of Public Schools.) By A. Sloman, M:A. Extra feap. 
8vo·3s. 

-- Phormio. With Introduction and Notes. By A. 
Sloman, M.A. Extra feap. Svo. 3S. . 

Tibullus and Propertius. Selections. Edited by G. G. Ramsay, 
M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. (In one or two vols.) 6s. 

Virgil. With Introduction and Notes. By T. L. PapilIon, 
M.A. Two vols. Crown 8vo. los.6d. The Text separately, ¥. 6d. 

Virgil. The Eclogues. Edited by C. S. }erram, M.A. In 
one or two Parts. Extra feap. 8vo. 3S. 6d. 

Aviallus, The Fables of. Edited, with Prolegomena, Critical 
Apparatus, Commentary, etc. By Robinson Ellis, M.A., LL.D. Demy 8vo. 
8s.6d. 

Catulli Vero1zensis Liber. Iterum recognovit, apparatum cri
ticum prolegomena appendices addidit, Robinson Ellis. A.M. • I 878. Demy 
8vo. 16 •• 

-- A Commentary on Catullus. By Robinson Ellis, M.A. 
1876. Demy 8vo. 16s. 

Catullt Ve;onensis Carmina Selecta, secundum recognitionem 
Robinson Ellis, A.M. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. . 

Cicero de Ora tore. With Introduction apd Notes. By A. S. 
Wilkins, M.A. . 

Book I. 1879. 8vo. 6,r. Book II. 18S1. 8vo. 5,r. 

-- Philippic Orati01zs. With Notes. By}. R. King, M.A. 
Second Edition. Is79.· 8vo. los.6d. 
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Cicero. Sel~ct Letters. With English Introductions, Notes, 
and Appendices. By Albert Watson, M.A. Third Edition. Demy 8vo. 18 •• 

-- Select Letters. Text. By the same Editor. Second 
Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥. 

-- pro Cluentio. With Introduction and Notes. By W. 
Ramsay, M.A. Edited by G. G. Ramsay, M.A. and Ed. Ext. fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

Horace. With a Commentary. Volume I. The Odes, Carmen 
Seculare, and Epodes. By Edward C. Wickham. M.A. Second Edition. 
18n. Demy 8vo. 131. 

-- A reprint of the above, in a size suitable for the use 
of Schools. In one or two Parts. Extra {cap. 8vo. 6,. 

Livy, Book I. With Introduction, Historical Examination, 
and Notes. By J. R. Seeley, M.A. Second Edition. 1881. 8vo.6,. 

Ovid. P. Ovidii Nasonis Ibis. Ex Novis Codicibus edidit, 
Scholia Vetera Commentarium cum Prolegomenis Appendice Indice addidit, 
R. Ellis, A.M. 8vo. lOS. 6d. 

Persius. The Satires. With a Translation and Commentary. 
By John Conington, M.A. Edited by Henry Nettleship, M.A. Second 
Edition. 1874. 8vo. 7s. 6d. 

7uvenal. XIII Satires. Edited, with Introduction and 
Notes, by C. H. Pearson, M.A., and Herbert A. Strong, M.A., LL.D., Professor 
of Latin in Liverpool University College, Victoria University. In two Parts. 
Crown 8vo. Complete, 6s. 
Also separately, Part I. Introduction, Text, etc., 3s. Part II. Notes, 3s, 6d. 

Tacitus. The Annals. Books I-VI. Edited, with Intro
duction and Notes. by H. Fnrneaux. M.A. 8vo. 18s. 

Nettleship (H., M.A.). Lectures and Essays on Subjects con
nected with Latin Scholarship and Literature. Crown 8vo. 7S. 6d. 

__ The Roman Satura: its original form in connection with 
its literary development. 8vo. sewed, IS. 

__ Ancient Lives of Vergil. With an Essay on the Poems 
of Vergil, in connection with his Life aud Times. 8vo. sewed, 2S. 

Papillon (T. L., M.A.). A Manual of CiJmparative Philology. 
Third Edition, Revised and Corrected. 188a. Crown 8vo. 6s. 

Pinder (North, M.A.). Selections fio~ the less k.now.n Latin 
Poets. 1869. 8vo. 15s. 

Sellar (W. Y., M.A.). Roman Poets of the Augustan Age. 
VIRGIL. New Edition. 1883. Crown 8vo. 9S• 

__ Roman Poets of the Republtc. New.Edition, Revised 
and Enlarged. 18SI. Svo. I¥. 

Wordsworth (.1., M.A.). Fragments and Specimens of Early 
Latin. With Introductions and Notes. IS74. Svo. ISS. 
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III. GREEK. 

A Greek Primer, for the use of beginners in that Language. 
By the Right Rev. Charles Wordsworth, D.C.L. Seventh Edition. Extra feap. 
8vo. IS. 6ti . 

. .l1asy Greek Reader. By Evelyn Abbott, M.A. In one or 
two Par~s. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3S. 

Graecae Grammaticae Rud£menta in usum Scholarum. Auc
tore Carolo Wordsworth, D.C.L. Nineteenth Edition, 1882. Hmo. ¥ • 

. A Greek-EngHsh Lex£con, abridged from Liddell and Scott's 
4to. edition, chiefly for the use of Schools. Twenty-first Edition. 1886. 
Square I2mo. 73. 6ti. 

Greek Verbs, Irregular and Defective " their forms, meaning., 
and quantity; embracing all the Tenses used by Greek writers, with references 
to the passages in which they are found. By W. Veitch. Fourth Edition. 
Crown 8vo. los.6ti. 

The Elements of Greek Accentuatz'on (for Schools): abridged 
from his larger work by H. W. Chandler, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2s.6ti. 

A SERIES OF GRADUATED GREEK READERS:-

F£rst Greek Reader. By W. G. Rushbrooke, M.L. Second 
Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6ti. 

Second Greek Reader. By A. M. Bell, M.A. Extra fcap. 
8vo. 3S. 6ti. 

Fourth Greek Reader,. lJdng Spedmens of Greek D£alects. 
With Introductions, etc. By W. W. Merry, D.D. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥. 6ti. 

Fifth Greek Reader. Selections from Greek Epic and 
Dramatic Poetry, with Introductions and Notes. By Evelyn Abbott, M.A. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 43.6ti. 

The Golden Treasury of Ancient Greek Poetry: being a Col
lection of the finest passages in the Greek Classic Poets, with Introductory 
Notices and Notes. By R. S. Wright. M.A. Extra fcap. Bvo. Ss.6ti. 

A Golden Treasury of Greek Prose, being a Collection of the 
finest passages in the principal Greek Prose Writers,. with Introductory Notices 
and Notes. By R. S. Wriglit, M.A., and J. E.L. Shadwell, M.A. Extrafcap. 
8vo.-¥.6111. 

Aeschylus. Prometheus Bound (for Schools). With Introduc
tion and Notes, byA.O.Prickard, M.A. SecondEdition. Extrafeap.8vo. 23. 

-- Agamemnon. With Introduction and Notes, by Arthur 
Sidgwick, M.A. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 

-- Choephoroi. With Introduction and Notes by the same 
Editor. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3S. 
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Aristophanes. In. Single Plays. Edited, with English Notes 
Introductions, &c., by W. W. Merry, M.A. Extra Ccap. 8vo. ' 

I. The Clouds, Second Edition, 2S. 

II. The AcharQians, Third Edition, In one or two parts, ,V. 
III. The Frogs, Second Edition. In one or two part's, 3/. 
IV. The Knights. In one or two parts, 3s. 

Cebes. Tabula. With Introduction and Notes. By C. S. 
Jerram, M.A. Extra Ccap. 8vo. 3s.6tl. 

Demosthenes. Olynthiacs and Philippics. Edited by Evelyn 
Abbott, M.A. Extra Ccap. 8vo. In two Parts. In llu Press. 

Euripides. Alcestis (for Schools). By C. S. ]erram, M.A. 
Extra Ccap. 8vo. 2s.6tl. 

-- Helena. Edited, with Introduction, Notes, etc;, for 
Upper and Middle Forms. By C. S. Jerram, M.A. Extra Ccap. 8vo. 3s. 

_.- Iphigenia in Tauris. Edited, with Introduction, Notes, 
etc., Cor Upper and Middle Forms. By C. S. Jerram, M.A. Extra Ccap. 8vo.· 
cloth,3s• 

-- lYledea. By C. B. Heberden, M.A. In one or two Parts. 
Extra Ccap. 8vo. 2S. . 

Herodotus, Selections/rom. 'Edited, with Introduction, Notes, 
and a Map, by W. W. Merry, D.D. Extra Ccap. 8vo. as.6tl. 

Homer. Odyssey. Books I-XII (for Schools). By W. W. 
Merry, D.D. Thirty-second Thousand. ExtraCcap.8vo. 4S.6tl. 

Books I, and II, separately, each I.r • . 6tl. 
__ Odyssey. Books XIII-XXIV (for Schools). By the 

same Editor. Second Edition. ExtraCcap.8vo.5s• 

__ Iliad, Book I (for Schools). By D. B. Monro, M.A. 
Second Edition. Extra Ccap. 8vo. zs. 

__ Iliad, Books I-XII (for Schools). With an Introduction, 
a brief Homeric Grammar, and Notes •. By D. B. Monro, M.A. Second 
Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 6s. . 

_ Iliad, Books VI a.nd XXI. With Introduction and 
Notes. By Herbert Hailstone, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. IS. 6tl. each. 

Lucian. Vera Historia (for Schools). By C.;5. lerram, 
M.A. Second Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. IS. 6tl. 

Plato. Meno. With Introduction and Notes. By St. George 
, Stock, M.A., Pembroke College. (In one or two Parts.) Extra Ccap. 8vo. 

2s.6tl. 

Plato. The Apology. 
St. George Stock, ,M.A. 

With Introduction and Notes. By 
(In one or two Parts.) Extra Ccap. 8vo. 2S. 

J wi Publislutl. 

C3 
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Sophocles. For the use of Schools. Edited with Intro
ductions and English Notes. By Lewis Campbell, M.A., and Evelyn Abbott, 
M.A. New and Rt'lJised Edition. 3 Vols. Extra rcap. 8vo. los.6d. 

Sold separately, Vol. I. Text, ¥. 6d.; Vol. II, Explanatory Notes, 61. 

Sophocles. In Single Plays, with English Notes, &c. By 
Lewis Campbell, M.A., and Evelyn Abbott, M.A. Extra reap. 8vo.limp. 

Oedipus Tyrannus, Philoctetes. New and Revised Edition, II./each. 
Oedipus Coloneus, Antigone, Is. gd. each. 
Ajax, Electra, Trachiniae, 21. each. 

Oedipus Rex: Dindorf's Text, with Notes by the 
present Bishop of St. David's. Extra reap. 8vo. limp, Is. 6d. 

Theocritus (for Schools). With Notes. By H. Kynaston, 
D.D. (late Snow). Third Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. ¥.6d. 

Xenophon. Easy Selections (for Junior Classes). With a 
Vocabulary, Notes, and Map. By J. S. Phillpotts,B.C.L., and C. S. Jerram, 
M.A. Third Edition. Extra feap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

-- Selections (for Schools). With Notes and Maps. By 
J. S. Phillpotts, B.C.L. Fourth Edition. ~tra fcap. 8vo. 3s. 6d. 

- Anabasis, Book I. Edited for the use of Junior Classes 
and Private Students. With Introduction, Notes, etc. By J. Marshall, M.A., 
Rector of the Royal High School, Edinburgh. Extra fcap. 8vo. as. 6d. 

-- Anabasis, Book II. With Notes and Map. By C. S. 
Jerram, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2.t. 

-- Cyropaedia, Books IV and V. With Introduction and 
Notes by C. Bigg, D.D. Extra fcap. 8vo. Is.6d. 

Aristotle'sPolitics. ByW.L.Newman,M.A. [In the Press.] 
Aristotelian Studies. I. On the Structure of the Seventh 

Book of ~he Nicomachean Ethics. By J. C. Wilson. M.A. 8vo. stiff, SS. 

Aristotelis Ethica Nicomachea, ex recensione Immanuelis 
Bekkeri. CroWD 8vo. 51. . 

Demosthene~ a~d Aeschines.The Orations of Demosthenes 
and .iEschines on the CroWD. With Introductory Essays and Notes. By 
G. A. Simcox, M.A., and W. H. Simcox, M.A. 1873. 8vo. US. 

Head (Barclay V.). Historia Numorum: A Manual of Greek 
NumismaJics. Royal 8vo. half· bound. a/. as. 

Hicks (E. L., M.A.). A Manual of Greek Historical Inscrip
tiMu. Demy 8vo. los.6d. 
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Homer. .odyssey, Books I-XII. Edited with English Notes, 
Appendices, etc. By W. W. Merry, D.D., and the late James Riddell, M.A. 
1886. Second Edition. Demy 8vo. 161. 

Homer. A Grammar of the Homeric Dialect. By D. B. Monro, 
M.A. Demy 8vo. 10$. 6d. . 

Soplwcles. The Plays and Fragments. With English Notes 
and Introductions, by Lewis Campbell, M.A. 3 vols. 

Vo!.l. Oedipul Tyrannus. Oedipus Coloneus. Antigone. 8vo. 16,. 
Vol. II. Ajal:. Electra. Trachiniae. Philoctet~. Fragments. 8vo. 16.. 

IV. FRENCH AND ITALIAN. 

Bl'tl&hefs Etymowgical Dictionary of the French Language, 
with a Preface on the Principles of French Etymology. Translated into 
English by G. W. Kitchin, D.D. Third Edition. Crown 8vo. 71.64. 

-- Historical Grammar of the French Language. Trans
lated into English by G. W. Kitchin, D.D. Fourth Edition. Extra fcap. 
8vo. 3'. 64. 

Work. by GEORGE SA.INTSBURY. M.A.. 

Primer of French Literature. Extra reap. 8vo. !Zs. 
Short Histor" of French Literature. Crown 8vo. los.6d. 
SPecimens of French Literature,from Villon t() Hugo. Crown 

8vo.9J'. 

MASTERPIECES OF THE FRENCH DRAMA. 

Corneil!e's Horace. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 
George Saintsbnry, M.A. Extra (cap. 8vo. 31. 64. 

Moliere's Les Prlcieuses Ridicules. Edited, with Introduction 
and Notes, by Andrew Lang, M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. u.64. 

Racine's Esther. Edited, with Introduction and Notes, by 
George Saintsbury •. M.A. Extra feap. 8vo. 3S. 

Beaumarchais' Le Barbier de Siville. Edited, with Introduction 
and Notes, by Austin Dobson. Extra {cap. 8vo. 31. 6t1. 

Voltaire's Mlrope. Edited, with Introduction and'"Not'es, by 
George Saintsbury. Extra fcap. 8vo. cloth, 31. 

Musset's On ne badine pas avec l'Amour, and Fantasio. Edited, 
with Prolegomena, Notes, etc., by Walter Herries Pollock. Extra lcap. 
8VO.31. 

The above sil: Plays may be had in omamental case, and bound 
in Imiration Parchment, price IU. 64. 
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Saiitte-Beuve. Selections from the Causeries du Lundi. Edited 
by George Saintsbmy. Extrafcap.8vo. as. 

Quinet's Lettres a sa Mere. Selected and edited by George 
Saintsbnry. Extra fcap. 8vo. as. 

Gautier, TMophz1e. Scenes of. Travel. Selected and Edited 
by George Saintsbury. Extra fcap. 8vo. as. 

L'Eloquence de la Chaire et de la Tribune Franfjaises. Edited 
by Panl Blonet, B.A. (Univ. Gallic.). Vol. I. French Sacred Oratory. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. 

Edited by GUSTAVE MASSON, B.A.' 

Corneille's Cinna. With Notes, Glossary, etc. Extrafcap.8vo. 
dotll, as. Stiff covers, IS. 6d. 

Louis XIV and his Contemporaries " as described in Extracts 
from the best Memoirs of the Seventeenth Century. With English Notes. 
Genealogical Tables, &c. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. 

Maistre, Xavier de. Voyage autour de ma Chambre. Ourika, 
by Madame de Duras; Le Vienx Tailleur, by MM. Erckmann-Cllatria,.; 
La Veillee de Vincennes, by Alfred de Vigny i. Les ]nmeaux de l'H8tel 
Comeille. by Edmond About; Mesaventures d'un Ecolier, by Rodolpll' Topffir. 
Third Edition, Revised and Corrected. Extra fcap. Svo. as. 6d. 

Moliere's Les Fourberies de Scapin, and Racine's Athalie. 
With Voltaire's Life of Moliere. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. 

Moliere's Les Fourberies de Scapin. With Voltaire's Life of 
Moliere. .Extra fcap. 8vo: stiff covers, IS. 6d. 

Moliere's Les Femmes Savantes. With Notes, Giossary, etc. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. c/otll, as. Stiff covers, IS. 6d. 

Racine's Andromaque, and Corneille's Le Menteur. With 
Louis Racine's Life of his Father. Extrafcap.8vo. as.6d. 

Regnard's Le Joueur, and Brueys and Palaprat's Le Gr01zdeur. 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. 

Slvig1l1, Jl{adame de, and her chief Contemporaries, Selections 
fnm til, Cwrespondence of. Intended more especially for Girls' Schools. 
Extra fca p. 8vo. 3s. 

Danu. Selections from the Inferno. With Introduction and 
Notes. By H. B. Cotterill, B.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 4s.6d. 

Tasso. La Gerusalemme Libera/a. Cantos i, ii. With In
troduction and Noles. By the same Editor. Extra reap. 8vo. 2S. 6d. 
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V. GERMAN. 
Scherer ( W.): A Histor!. of German Literature. Translated 

from the ThIrd German Edition by Mrs. F. Conybeare. Edited by}'. Max 
Miiller. 2 vols.8vo. 211. 

Max Maller. The German Classics, from the Fourth .to the 
Nineteenth Century. With Biographical Notices, Translations into Modem 
German, and .Notes. By F. Max Miiller, M.A. A New Edition, Revised, 
Enlarged, and Adapted to Wilhelm Scherer's' History of German Literature,' 
by F. Lichtenstein. 2 vols. crown 8vo. 21$. 

GERMAN COURSE. By HERMANN LANGE. 

Tlte Germans at Home ,. a Practical Introduction to German 
Conversation, with an Appendix containing the Essentials of German Grammar. 
Third Edition. 8vo. 23. 611. 

TIte German Manual.. a German Grammar, Reading Book, 
and a Handbook of German Conversation. 8vo. 73. 611. 

Grammar of tlte German Language. 8vo. 3s. 6t1. 
German Composition " A Theoretical and Practical Guide to 

the Art of Translating English Prose into German. 8vo. 41. 6d. 

German Spelling; A Synopsis of the Changes which it has 
nndergone through the Government Regulations ol 1880. Paper covers. 611. 

Lessing's Laokoon. With Introduction, English Notes, etc. 
By A. Hamann. Phil. Doc •• M.A. Extra fcap. 8vo. 41. 611. 

Schiller's Wilhelm Tell. Translated into English Verse by 
E •. Massie. M.A. Extra lcap:8vo. 53. 

Also, Edited by C. A.BUCHHEIM, Phil. Doe. 

Becker's Frietlriclt tier Grosse. Extra fcap. 8vo. In the Press. 
Goethe's Egmont. With a Life of Goethe, &c. Third Edition. 

Extra lcap. 8vo. 33. . 
_ Ipltigenie auf Tauris. A Drama. With a Critical In

troduction and Notes. Second Edition. Extrafcap.8vo. 33• 

Heine's Prosa, being Selections from his Prose Worfs. a With 
English Notes, etc. Extra lcap. 8vo. 43. 611. 

Heine's Harzreise. With Life Qf Heine, Descriptive Sketch 
of the Harz. and Index. Extra fcap. 8vo. paper covers, IS. 611.; cloth, 23. 6d. 

Lessing's Minna von Barnhelm. A Comedy. With a Life 
of Lessing, Critical Analysis. etc. Extra fcap. 8vo. 33 • 611. 

_ Nathan tier Weise. With Introduction, Notes. etc~ 
Extra fcap. 8vo. 43. 6d• 
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Schiller's Historische Skizzen " Egmont's Leben und Tod, and 
Belagtrung "on Antwerpen. With a Map. Extra fcap. 8vo. 2s.6d. 

- Willzelm Tell. With a Life of Schiller; an his
torical and critical Introduction, Arguments, and a complete Commentary, 
and Map. Sixth Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo. 3S. 6d. 

- .Willzelm Tell. School Edition. With Map. 2.5'. 

Modern German Reader. A Graduated Collection of Ex
tracts in Prose and Poetry from Modem German writers:-

Part I. With English Notes, a Grammatical Appendix, and a complete 
Vocabulary. Fourth Edition. Extrafcap. 8vo. as.6d. 

Part II. With English Notes and an Index. Ex~ fCl'P' 8vo. as. 6d. 

Niebuhr's Griechische Heroen-Geschichten. Tales of Greek 
Heroes. Edited with English Notes and a Vocabulary, by Emma S. Buchheim. 
School Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo., clotll, 2S. Stiff COfJers, IS. 6d. 

VI. MATHEMATICS, PHYSICAL SCIENCE, &C. 

By LEWIS HENSLEY, M.A.. 

Figures made Easy : a first Arithmetic Book. Crown 8vo. 6d. 
Answers to the Examples in Figures made Easy, together 

with two thousand additional Examples, with Answers. Crown 8vo. u. 
The Scholar's Arithmetic. Crown 8vo. 2s.6d. 
Answers to the Examples in the Scholar's Arithmetic. Crown 

8vo. Is.6d .. 
The ScJwlar's Algebra. Crown 8"0. 2.5'. 6d. 

Aldis (W. S., M.A.). A Text-Book of Algebra: with Answers 
to tile Examples. Crown 8vo. 'Is. 6d. 

Baynes (R. E., M.A.). Lessons 011 Thermodynamics. 1878. 
Crown !lvo. 'Is.6d. . 

Chambers (G. F., F . ./?.A.S.). A Handbook of Descriptive 
Astronomy. Third Edition. 18'/7. Demy 8vo. aSs. 

Clarke(Col.A.R.,C.B.,R.E.). Geodesy. i880. 8vo. us.6d. 
Cremona (Luigi). Elements of Projective Geometry. Trans

laM b1C. Leudesdorf, M.A. 8vo. us.6d. 
Donkin. Acoustics. Second Edition. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6d. 
Euclid Revised. Containing the Essentials of the Elements 

of i>laneGeometry as given by Euclid in his first Six Books. Edited by 
R. C. J. Nixon, M.A. Crown 8vo. 7s.6d. 

. Sold separatel;y as follows, 
Book I. IS. Books I, II. Is. 6J. 
Books I-IV. 3J. 6J. Books V, VI. 3J. 
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Galton (lJouglas, C.B., F.R.S.) . . The Construction of Healthy 
Dwellinp. Demy 8vo. 101.6d. 

Hamilton (Sir R. G. q, and :J. Ball. Book-keeping. New 
and enlarged Edition. Extra fcap. 8vo.limp cloth, 21. 

Ruled Exercise books adapted. to the above may be had, price as. 
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