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PREFACE 

--
IN writing this sketch of the life and times of 

Maharaja Ranjit Singh I have made large and fre
quent use of my formex: works on the cognate sub
jects; The Punjab Chiefs, The Rajas of the Punjab; 
and The Law of Inheritance to Sikh Chiefships. On' 
these books several years of my official life, and 
several subsequent years of such leisure as belongs 
to Indian officials, were employed. They contain in 
full detail the histories of allthe great Sikh families 
in the Punjab proper and the Cis-Sutlej territories, 
of the men who were the courtiers, the advisers, and 
generals of the great Maharaja. There was no 
noble family in the province with which I was not 
persona.lly acquainted, and from their records and 
information, as much as from official manuscripts 
and documents, the history of the time was com
piled. It is thus obvious that I am compelled to 
plagiarize from myself. To Dr. Ernest Trumpp's 
work on the Adi Granth, I am indebted for some 
portion of the information contained in the Chapter 
on The Sikh Theocracy, and to _ Mr. Denzil Ibbetson's 
admirable Census Report of 1881, for certain statistics 
a.nd deductions therefrom. 

LEPEL GRIFFIN. 
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IDpinions of tbe ~teSS 
ON 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER'S 'DALHOUSIE.' 
• An interesting and exceedingly readable volume ••••• Sir William 

Hunter has produced a valuable work about an important epoch in 
English history in India, and he has given us a pleasing insight into 
the oharacter of a remarkable Englishman. The" Rulers o.f India" 
series, which he has initiated, thus makes a successful beginning in his 
hands with one who ranks among the greatest of the great names which 
will be associated with the subject.' -The Time8. 

'To no one is the credit for the improved condition of pnblic intelli
gence [regarding India] more due than to Sir William Hunter. From 
the beginning of his career as an Indian Civilian he has devoted a rare 
literary faculty to the task of eulightening his countrymen on the subject 



OPINIONS OF THll PRESS ON I D.4.LHOUSIE' (colltillw). 

of England', greatest dependency •••• By inspiring a RtD&ll army of 
fe1low·laboorel'l with hie own Bpirit, by indumng them to conform to his 
own method, and &haping a huge agglomeration of facts into a lucid and 
intelligible system, Sir W. Hunter has brought India and its innumer
able interests within the pale of achiev&hle knowledge, aud has given 
definite &hape to the truths which its history eotab1iahes and the 
problema which it suggests. •.• Such contributiona to literature are apt to 
be taken .. a matter of couroe, b...,..nse their highest merit is to conceal 
the labour, and skill, and knowledge involved in their production; but 
they raise the whole level of public intelligence, and generate an 
atmosphere in which the baleful inftuences of folly, ignorance, prejudice, 
and presumption dwindle and disappear •••• Noone we think, who fairly 
Itudies Sir W. Honter', exact and lucid narrative of the .. transactions, 
can question the reaolt whicb he seeu to establish-namely, that Lord 
Dalbouaie merely carried out with moderation and skill a policy 
deliberately adopted by the Government before bis arrival in the country 
_ policy tbe atrict legality of whicb cannot be disputed, and wbich was 
inapired by the growing 88nae that sovereigns exist, not for .tbeir own 
enjoyment, but for the happineaa of their subjects.'-SahtrdtJy B.Ili ..... 

I Admirably calculated to impart ina concise and agreeableform a clear 
general outline of the history of 001" great Indian Empire.' -Economi.t. 

I A akilfol and most attractive picture. ••• The author has made good 
nse of public and private documents, and has enjoyed the privilege of 
being aided by the deceased statesman's family. His little work is, 
conaequently, a valuable contribution to modern history:-.4.cad""'y . 

• The book .hould command a wide circle of readers, nct only for its 
autbor'. &ake and tbat of ite .ubject, but partly at least on account of 
the very attractive way in which it has been publisbed at the moderate 
prioe of half-a-crown. But it i., of course, by iTB intrinsic merits alone 
that a work of this nature &hould be judged. And thOle merita are 
everywhere conapicuou •••• _ A writer whOle thorough mastery of all 
Indian subjects has been acquired by ye .... of practical experienoe and 
patient research.'-TAe .4.t"""_ .... 

'N ever have we been 80 much impreaaed by the great literarY abilities 
of Sir William Hunter as we have been by the perusal of liThe Marqueaa 
of Dalhousie." ••• The knowledge displayed by tbe writer of the motives 
of Lord Dalhousie'. action, of tbe inner workiug of his mind, is .0 com
plete, that Lord Dalhousie himself, were he living, coold not state them 
more clearly. In the ne'" place the argument throughout the book is 80 

lucid, based 80 entirely upon facta, resting upon official documents and 
other evidences nct to be controverted, that the opponent. of Lord 
Dalhousie'. policy will he IOrely put to it to make a cue against him . 
. • • Sir William Hunter's .tyle is so clear, his language so vivid, and 
yet .0 simple, conveying the impre.sions he wishes so perspicuously that 
they cannot but be nnde1"l!tood, that the work must have a place in 
every library, in every home, we might say indeed every cottage.'
Evening NeU:lI. 

'Sir William Hunter has written an admirable little volume on 
II The Marquess of Dalhousie" for his series of the" Rulers of Iudia." 
It can be read at a sHting, yet its references-expressed or implied
Buggest the study and observation of half a liCe-time.' -The Dailll N eWB. 
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IDpinion~ of toe N>tenn 
ON 

SIR WILLIAM HUNTER'S '.LORD MAYO.' 
• Sir William W. Hunter has contributed a brief but admirable 

biography of the Earl of Mayo to the series entitled" Rulers of India," 
edited by himself (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press).'-The Times. 

• In telling this story in the monograph before· us, Sir William 
Hunter hlls combined his well-known literary skill with an earnest 
sympathy and fullness of knowledge which are worthy of all commenda· 
tion.· .•. The world is indebted to the author for a fit and attractive 
record of what was eminently a noble life.'-The Academy. . 

'The sketch of The Man is full of interest, drawn as it is with com
plete sympathy, understanding, and appreciation. But more valuable 
is· the account of his administration. Noone can show so well and 
clearly as Sir William Hunter does what the policy of Lord Mayo con
tributed to the making of the Indian Empire of to-day.'-The Scotsman. 

• Sir William Hunter has given us a monograph in which there is a 
happy combination of the essay and the biography. We are presented 
with the main features of Lor<J Mayo's administration unencumbered 
with tedious details which would interest none but the most official of 
Anglo-Indians; while in the biography the man is brought before us, 
not analytically, but in a life-like portrait.' -Vanity Fai,·. 

'The story of his life Sir W. W. Hunter tells in well-chosen language 
-clear, succinct, and manly. Sir W. W. Hunter is in sympllthy with 
his subject, and does full justice to Mayo's strong, genuine nature. 
Without exaggeration and in a direct, unaffected style, as befits his 
theme, he brings the man and his work vividly before us.'-The 
GlasgollJ Herald. 

• All the knowledge acquired by personal association, familiarity with 
administrative details of the Indian Government, and a strong grasp of 
the vast problems to be dealt with, is utilised in this presentation of 
Lord Mayo's personality and career. Sir W. Hunter, however, never 
overloads his pages, and the outlines of the sketch are clear and firm.' 
-Tlte Manchester Express. 

• This is another of the" Rulers of India" series, and it will be hard 
to beat .•.. Sir William Hunter's perception and expression are here at 
their very best.'-The Pall Mall Gazette. 

• The latest addition to the" Rulers of India" series yields to none of 
its predecessors in attractiveness, vigour, and artistic portraiture •••• 
The final chapter must either be copied verbally and literally-which 
the space at our disposal will not permit-or" be left to the sorrowful 
perusal of the reader. The man is not to be envied who can read it with 
dry eyes.'-Allen'. Indian Mail. 

• The little volume which has just been brought out is a study of Lord 
Mayo's career hy one who knew all about it and was in full sympathy 
with it ...• Some of these chapters are full of spirit and fire. The 
closing passages, the picture of the Vicel"Oy's assassination, cannot fail 
to make any reader hold his breath. We know what is going to 
happen, but we are thrilled as if we did not know it, and were still 
held in suspense. The event itself was so terribly tragio that any 
ordinary description might seem feeble and laggard. But in this 
volume we are made to feel as we must have felt if we had been on 
the spot and seen the murderer" fastened like a tig81'" on the back of 
the Viceroy.'-Dailll News, Leading Article. 



IDpinions of tbe Jl!)ress 
OB 

MR.W. S.SETON-XARR'S 'CORNWALLIS.' . 
• Thi. new volume of the "Rulers of India" leries keeps up to the 

high standard set by the author of" The Marquess of Dalhousie." For 
dealing with the salient pasuges in Lord Cornwallis's Indian career no 
one could ha .. e heen better qualified than the whilom foreign secretary 
to Lord Lawrence.'-TAeAth_um. 

'Lord Cornwallis has basn .. eryproperlyincluded in the list of those 
.. Rulers of India" whose biographies are calculated to illustrate the 
p&llt growth and present development of the English administration in 
th .. t country. His name i. connected with several gre .. t measures, 
which more, perh .. ps, th .. n .. ny others h .... e given .. special colour to our 
rule, h .. ve influenced the course ofsublequent legislation, .. nd have made 
the Civil Service wh .. t it .. t present is. He completed the administrati .. e 
fabric of which W .. rren H ... tings, in the midst of unexampled difficulties 
.. nd vicisaitude., bad laid the found .. tion/-The Saturday Review. 

'We hope th .. t the volumeS on the" Rulers of Indi .... which are 
being published by the Clarendon Press .. re carefpUy read by .. large· 
.ection of the puhlic. There is .. dense w .. n of ignor .. nce still standing 
between the .... erage Englishm .. n and the greatest dependency of the 
Crown, .. Ithough we can scarcely hope to see it broken down .. ltogether, 
Bome of these admir .. ble biographies cannot fail to lower it a little •..• 
Mr. Seton-Karr has succeeded in the t ... k, .. nd he h ... not only pre
sented .. large m .... of information, but be has brought it together in .. n 
attractive form •.•• We .trongly recommend the book to .. 11 who wish 
to enl .. rge the ar ... of their knowledge with reference to Indi .. .'-New 
York Herald. 

'The .. Rulers of India" .eries. This outcome of the Clarendon 
Press grows in value ... it proceeds. The account of Cornwallis is from 
the pen of Mr. W. Seton-Karr, who was formerly Foreign Secretary to 
the Government of India, .. nd whose acquaintance with Eastern affairs 
h ... been of obvious service to him in the compilation of this useful 
m .. nual.'-The Globe. 

, One might almORt say th .. t the history of our grant Indian Einpire 
might be read with comp .. rative e .. se in the excellent" Rulers of India 
Series," published .. t the Cl .. rendon Press .. t Oxford .••• Of Cornwallis 
it might be said he transformed the East Indi.. Company's servants 
from merch .. nts to administr .. tors, .. nd determined to place them above 
jobbery, which he despised.'-The Independent. 

'We ha .. e already expressed our sense of the value and timeliness of 
the series of Indian historical retrospects now issuing, under tbe editor-· 
ship of Sir W. W. Hunter. from the Clarendon Press: It is somewbat
less than fair to say of Mr. Seton-Karr's monograph upon Cornwallis 
that it reaches the high standard of literary workmanship which that 
series has maintained ..•• His accurate and lucid summary of the necessi
ties which dictated Cornwallis'. policy, and the methods by which he 
initiated and, to .. great estent, effected, the transformation of our rule 
in Indi .. from tbe lines of .. n Oriental despotism to those with which we 
are now familiar, is as .. ttractive as it i. instrllctive.'-XAe Literary 
World. 



m:>pinions of tbe lI!)teSS 
ON 

COLONEL MALLESON'S • DUPLEIX.' 
• In the character of Dupleix there was the element of greatness 

that contact with India seems to have generated in so many European 
nrinda, French as well as English, and a broad capacity for govern
ment, which, if suffered to have full play, might have ended in giving 
the whole of Southern India to France. Even as it was, Colonel 
Malleson shows how narrowly the prize slipped from French grasp. 
In 1783 the Treaty of Versailles arrived just in time to save the 
British power from extinction.' - Times. 

'Colonel Malleson's Life of Dupleix, which has just been published, 
though his estimate of his llero differs in some respects from Lord 
Stanhope's and Lord Macaulay's, may be accepted as, on the whole, a 
fairly faithful portraiture of the prophetie genius to whom the pussi
bility of .. great Indo-European Empire first revealed itself. Had the 
French profited by all the advantages they possessed when Clive 
exchanged the countjng-house for the army, the history of India, and 
pm-haps ,of Europe also, might have been different.'-Stalldard 
(leading article). 

'The" Rulers of India" series, edited by Sir W. W. Hunter, and 
published at the Clarendon Press, Oxford, is one of the very best of 
the serial collections which are now. so popular. All the writers of 
these little volumes are· well·known and acknowledged authorities on 
the subjects with which they deal. Not the least interesting volume 
in this particular series is Colonel Malle.on's biography of Dupleix ••• 
It was to Dupleix, and not to Clive, that the idea first occurred of 
founding a European Empire in India •.• It is a stirring story, and 
full of moral for the adnUnistrators of India at this hour. '-Echo. 

'One of the best of Sir W. Hunter's interesting and valuable series. 
Colonel Malleson writes out of the £Olness of familiarity, moving with 
ease over a field which he had long ago surveyed in every nook and 
corner. To do a small book as well as this on Dupleix has been done, 
will be recognised by' competent judges as no small achievement. 
When one considers the bulk of the material out of which the little 
volume has been distilled, one can still better appreciate the labour 
and dexterity involved in the performance.'-Academy. 

'Colonel Malleson has here written a most compact and effective 
history of the French in India in a lit~le handbook of 180 pages. He 
gives a brief summary of French enterprise in India from the first. 
and clearly outlines the grand designs that rose in the fertile brain of 
Dupleix. Colonel Malleson's chapter on the" Downfall of Dupleix" 
is as touching as anything we remember to have recently read, and his 
chapter on Clive and his work may be read with interest and pleasure, 
even after the glowing and brilliant account of Macaulay.'-Noncon
formi8t. 

\ 

'Well arranged, lucid and enrineli.tly readable, an exoellellt addition 
to a most useful sel"ies.'-Record. 



£Dpinions of tbe Jl:)t'e~s o. 
COLONEL MALLE SON'S • AKBAR.' 

• Colonel Mallaeon·. interesting monograph on Akbar in the ",Rulers 
of India." (Clarendon Preas) should more than satisfy the general 
...Jor. Colonel Malleson traces the origin and foundation of the 
MughAl Empire; and. as an introduction to the history of Muhamma· 
dan India, the beok l ..... ves nothing to be desired.'-8t. Jamu'. Gazette. 

• Akhar waa certainly a great man. Colonel Malleaon has done well 
to tell hio otory thu. lu<-cinctly and sympathetically: hitherto it has heen 
mostly huried from the mass of reader.. The book is in our idea a 
piece of thoroughly well·executed work, which cannot fail to recommend 
It ill further a aerieo which has begun right well.' -Nonconformist. 

• The chief interest of ih. book lies in the 1at~ chapters, in which 
Colonel Malleson presento an interesting and singularly pleasing 
picture ofthe great Emperor himself and the principles which governed 
bill enlightened and humane adminiotration.· -Litera,y World. 

• n is almost superfluoul to say thet the book is characterised by 
the narrative vigour and the extensive familiarity with Indian history 
to which the readers of Colonel Malleson's other works are 8CCUS· 
tomed.'-Gl ... gow Herald. 

• This volume will. no doubt, be welcomed, even by experts in 
Indian history, in the light of a new, clear, and terse rendering of an 
old, but not worn-out theme. n ia a worthy and valuable addition 
to Sir W. Hunter's promising seriea.·-Athen .... m. 

• Colonel Malleaon has broken ground new to the general reader. 
The .tory of Akbar is briefly but clearly told, with an account of what 
be was and what he did, and how he found and how he left Indi ....... 
The native chronicles of the reign are many, and from them it is still 
possible, aa Colonel Malleoon :baa shown, to conotruct a living portrait 
of this great and mighty potentate.'-Scou ObseMJef". 

• Akbar is. after Mohammed himself, the most striking and interest
ing figure in MU88ulman history. Few men of any age 01' country 
have united in equally successful measure the gifts of the conqueror, 
the orgaWS8r, and the philosophic statesman • • • His personal charac
ter i. even more exceptional among Oriental rulers than his intel
lectual brilliance ••• He is the only great Mussulm&n ruler who 
ohowed himself capable of rising out of the narrow bigotry of Islam to 
a lofty and comprehensive view of religious truth. Tbe life and rule 
of IUch a man is a noble theme for a great historian.'-Speaker. 

• The brilliant historian of the Indian Mutiny has been assigned in 
this volume of the series an important epoch and a strong personality 
for oritical study, and he has admirahly fulfilled his task. A luminouB 
exposition of the invasiono of India by Bahar, Akbar'B grandfather, 
makes a good introduction to Asiatic history of the sixteenth century. 
Akbar'. own career is full of interest, and to the principles of his in
ternal administration Colonel Malleson devotes in the final chapter more 
than a quarter of the pages of his book. Alike in dress and style, this 
volume is a fit companion for ito predecessor.'-Manchuter G'llMdian. 



£Opinions of tbe Jl!)ress 
ON 

CAPTAIN TROTTER'S 'WARREN HASTINGS.' 
'The publication, recently noticed in this place, of the "Letters, 

Despatches, and other State Papers preserved in the Foreign Depart
ment of the Government of India, 1772-1785," has thrown entirely new 
light from the most I\uthentic sources on the whole history of Warran 
Hastings and his government of India. Captain L. J. Trotter's 
W ABHEN HASTINGS, a volume of the" Rulers of India" series, edited 
by Sir W. Hunter (Oxford, at the Clarendon Press), is accordingly 
neither inopportune nor devoid of an adequate raison d' UTe. c, The 
present volume," says a brief preface, " endeavours to exhibit for the 
first time the actual work of that great Governor·General, as reviewed 
from the firm stand·point of the original records now made available to 

.. the students of Indian histcry." Captain Trotter is well known as a 
competent and attractive writer on Indian history, and this is not the 
first time that Warren Hastings has supplied him with a theme.'-
The Time8. ' • 

C He has put his best work into this memoir • • • Captain Trotter's 
memoir is more valuable [than Sir A. Lyall's] from a strictly historical 
point of view. It contains more of the histcry of the period, and it 
embraces the very latest information that casts light on Hastin,,"S' re
markable career ••• His work too is of distinct literary merit, and is 
worthy of a theme than which British history presents none nobler. 
It is a distinct gain to the British race to be enabled, as it now may, 
to count the great Governor-General among those heroes for whom 
it need not blush.'-Scotsman. 

C Captain Trotter has done his work well, and his volume deserves 
to' stand with that on Dalhousie by Sir William Hunter. Higher 
praise it would be hard to give it.'-New York Herald. 

C This is an able book, written with candour and discrimination.'
Leeds Mercur!!. 

C Captain Trotter has done full justice to the fascinating story of the 
splendid achievements of a great Englishman.'-Manchester Guardian. 

C This neat little volume contains a brief hut admirable biography of 
the first Governor·General of India. The author has been fortunate in 
having had access to State papers which cover the period of the 
entire rule of Warren Hastings. -The Newcastle Chronicle. 

'In preparing this sketch for "The Rulers of India," Captain 
Trotter has had the advantage of consulting the co Letters, Despatcbes, 
and other State Papers preserved in the Foreign Department of the 
Government of India, 1772-85," a period which covers the entire 
administration of Warren .Hastings. The present volume, therefore, 
may truly claim that it " exhibits for the first time the actual work of 
the great Governor-General, as reviewed from the firm stand-point of 
original records." It is a book which all must peruse who desire to 
be "up to date" on the subject.'-The GlobtJ. 



£Dpinions of tte l\3ress 
0. 

VISCOUNT HARDINGE'S 'LORD HARDINGE.' 
, An exception to the role that biographies oogh t not to be entrusted 

to neal' relatives. Lord Hardinge, a scholar and an artist, has given 
u. an accurate record of his father's long and distinguished services. 
There is no filial exaggeration. The author has dealt with some con
troversial matters with skill, and has managed to combine truth with 
tact and regard for the feelings of others.'-The Saturday Review. 

'This interesting life reveala the first Lord Hardinge as a brave, 
just, able man, the very soul of honoor, admired and trusted equally 
by friends and political opponents. The biographer ••• has prodoced a 
most engaging volume, which is enriched by many private and official 
documents that have not before leen the light.'-TAe Anti-Jacobin. 

'Lord Hardinge has accomplished a grateful, no doubt, but, from 
the abundance of material and delicacy of certain matters, a very 
difficult task ib a workmanlike manner, marked by restraint and 
lucidity.'-TAe Pall Mall Gazette. 

, His aon and biographer haa done his work with a true appreciation 
of proportion, and has added substantially to our knowledge of the 
Sutlej Campaign.'-Vanity Fa .... 

'The present Lord Hardinge is in lome respects exceptionally well 
qualified to tell the tale of the eventful four years of his father's 
Governor-Generalship.'-The Timu. 

• It oonWns a full account of everything of importance in Lord 
Hardinge's military and political career; it is arranged •.• so as to 
bring into special prominence his government of India; and it gives a 
lifelike and Itriking picture of the mtm.'-Academy. 

'The style ia clear, the treatment dispassionate, and the total result 
a manual which does credit to the interesting aeries in which it figures.' 
-The Globe. 

• The concise and vivid acconnt which the son bas given of his 
father's career will interest many readers.'-TAe Morning Po.~. 

• Eminently readable for everybody. The history is given succinctly. 
and the nnpublished letters quoted are of real value.'-The Colonie. 
and India. 

• Compiled from public documents, family papers, and letters, this 
brief biography gives the reader a clear idea of what Hardinge was, 
both aa a soldier and as an administrator.'-TAe Manchester EXUltniner. 

• An admirable sketch.'-The Ne-w York Herald. 
'The Memoir is well and concisely written, and is accompanied by 

an excellent likeness after the portrait by Sir Francis Grant.'-Th. 
QIIBen. 



£Dpinion~ of tf)e J[:)te~~ 
ON 

MAJOR-GENERAL SIR OWEN BURNE'S 
'CLYDE AND STRATHNAIRN.' 

'In" Clyde and Strathnairn," a contribution to Sir William Hunter's 
excellent" Rulers of India" series (Oxford, at the Clarendon Pres8), 
Sir Owen Burne gives a lucid sketch of the military history of the 
Indian Mutiny and it~ suppression by the two great soldiers who give 
their names to his book. The space is limited for so large a theme. but 
Sir Owen Burne skilfully adjusts his treatment to his limits, and rarely 
violates the conditions of proportion imposed npon him.' ••• 'Sir Owen 
Burne does not confine himself exclusively to the military narrative. 
He gives a brief sketch of the rise and progress of the Mutiny, and 
devotes a chapter to the Reconstruction which followed its suppression.' 
... '-well written, well proportioned, and eminently worthy of the 
series to which it belongs.'-The Times. 

'Sir Owen Burne who. by association, experience, and relations with 
one of these generals, is well qualified for the task. writes with know
ledge, perspicuity, and fairness.'-Sat .. rday Ret-iew. 

, As a brief record of a momentous epoch in India this little book is 
a remarkable piece of clear, concise. and interesting writing.' - The 
Colonies and India. 

'In this new volume of the excellent "Rulers of India" series, 
lIf ajor-General Burne gi ves in a succinct and readable form an account 
of the Mutiny, its causes, its nature. and the changes in armyorganisa
tion and civil administration which followed upon it.'-GlasgoUJ Herald. 

'Like the rest of the book, this part is not only excellently written, 
but is exeellently reasoned also.'-Tke National Ooserllllr.· 

• Sir Owen Burne, who has written the latest volume for Sir William 
Hunter's" Rulers of India" series. is better qualified than any living 
person to narrate, from a military standpoint, the story of the suppres
sion of the Indian Mutiny.'-Daily Telegraph. 

'Sir Owen Burne's book on "Clyde and Strathnairn" is worthy to 
rank with the best in the admirable series to which it belongs.'
Manchester Examiner. 

• The book is admirably written; and there is probably no better 
sketch, equally brief, of the stirring events with which it deals.' 
Scotsman. 

'Sir Owen Burne. from the part he played in the Indian Mutiny, and 
from his long connexion with the Government of India, and from the 
fact that he was military secretary of Lord Strathn"irn both in India 
and in Ireland, is well qualified for the task which he has undertaken. ,
The Athenamm. 

• Sir W. W. Hunter acted wisely in commissioning Sir Owen Tudor 
Burne to write the lives of "Clyde and Strathnairn" for this series 
(Clarendon Press). Neither of these generals was, strictly speaking, a 
Ruler of India: still the important period of the Mutiny is 80 contained 
in the story of their exploits, that perhaps it was as well to choose them 
as the personages round whom might be grouped the history of that 
stirring period .••• Sir O. T. Burne's book is well worthy of a place in 
the most valuable of the many series now ieeuing from the Press.'-Th6 
Reader. 



IDpinions of tbe J.l!'re~s o. 
MR." KEENE'S 'M!DHAYA RAO SINDHIA.' 

I The life ofouch a man should he interesting to all those who have en
tered, however remotely, into the inherituceofhis labooro: and Mr. Keene 
is .. ell qnalified, both by t.is knowledge of Indian history and hi. literary 
denerity in ita treatment., to do justice to his lubject.'-TM Timea. 

I Mr. Keene h.. the enorm008 advantage, not enjoyed by every 
producer of a book, of knowing intimately the topic he haa taken up. 
He baa compreeoed into tb_ 303 pages an immense amount of informa
tion, drawn from the best eoorceo, and presented with much neatness and 
effect ••• Such a life ..... worth tracing in connection with the general 
hi.tory of the times; and that is the task which Mr. Keene hao so w.ll 
fulfilled in this concioe, yet attractive, little volnme.'-The Globe. 

• In this brief monograph Mr_ Keene goes over the ground .. lready tra
versed by him in his " Fall of the Moghol Empire." But the p .. rticolar 
work which gives Sindhia his pJace in Indian history •.. is here made 
more cl ...... ly manifest, while the book deal. almost ao much in general hi.
tory .. in biography. ; It is valuable ao bringing out tbe originality .. well 
.. tbe greatoeas of the unacknowledged ruler of Hindustan • _ • The book 
i. interesting ..... nd forma .. valu .. ble addition to the 8eries.'-Scot8man. 

• Mr. K .... netelli the 8torywithknowledge and impartiality, &ad .. lao 
with sufficient graphiu power to m&ke it thoroughly readable. The 
recognition of Sindbi& in the .. Rulers" Beries is JOBt &ad gracefol, 
and it cannot fail to give satisfaction to the educated claa888 of our 
Indisn fellow-aubjecla.'-North Brit"h :Daily Mail. 

• Thia is prohably the moot rolll&atiC volume in the whole seri"", and 
the Sindhia'. difference in attitude towards De Boigoe and Warren 
Hutings is very interestingly stated. The hisoory of the foundation of 
our Indi&a Empire receives much elucidation from this admirable 
volume.' -Lirerpoo' Jllercury. 

I Mr.H.G. Keene, C.I.E., M.A., haa added a very acceptable volume to 
tbe popnlar balf-orown aeries of works on former potentates in England's 
VNlt J ndian dependency ••• From the signal defeat of the Maratbaa at 
Pallipat, in 1761, in which engagement Sindhia, after fighting valiantly, 
very n ...... ly loot his life, nntil his deatb in 1794- his varying fortunes are 
traced. The important affairs in which he figured eo prominently, aa also 
the intrigues &ad machinations that were directed ag .. inst him, &re re
corded, w hilat the desirable effect of his policy in &88uaging the fierce 
p&88ions &ad civilising the habita of the people is depicted. The volume 
b ....... incontestahle proofs of the expenditure of considemble research 
by tbe author, &ad sustains the reputation he had already acquired 
by his" Sketch of the History of Hindustu." '-Freeman', Jo..,."al. 

• Among the eighteen rolers of India included in the scheme of Sir 
William Honter ooly five are natives of India, and of these the gre&t 
Jlbdhoji Siodhi .. is, with the exception of Akbar, the most illOBtrious. 
Mr. H. G. Keene, " well-known &ad skilfol writer on Indi&a questions, 
is fortun&te in his subject., for the career of the greatest be&rer of the 
hi.toric n&me of Sindhia covered the exciting period from the capture 
of Delhi, the Imperial C&pital, by tbe Persian Nadir Sb .. h, to the occu
pation of the same city by Lord .Lake .••• Mr. Keene gives .. lucid 
description of his subsequeut policy, especially towards the English 
when he was bro11£(bt f&ee to f&ce witb Warren Hastings. The conclu
sion of his hostility to 11A waa the real beginning of his own political 
career in India.'-The Daily Graphic. 



£Opinions of tile ~tess 
ON 

SIR HENRY CUNNINGHAM'S 'EARL 
CANNING.' 

'The life Gf Earl Canning, the Viceroy Gf the Indian Mutiny, alfords 
an excellent snbject for a biographer who. knGWS his busin ...... , and 
therefore we need hardly say tba~ "Earl Canning," by Sir H. S. 
Cnnningham, K.C.I.E., is an admirablecontributiGn to tbe series Gf 
the "Rnlers Gf India" edited by Sir W. W. Hunter (OxfGrd, at the 
ClarendGn Press). Sir Henry Cunningham's rare literary skill and his 
knGwledge Gf Indian life and alf@oirs are not nGW displayed fGr the firs' 
time, and he has enjGyed exceptiGnaladvantages in dealing with his 
present suhject. Lord Granville, Canning's contemporary at school 
and colleagne in public life and Gne Gf his Gldest friends, furnished his 
biGgrapher with nGtes Gf his recollectiGns Gf the early life Gf his friend. 
Sir Henry Cunningham has also been allGwed access to the Diary Gf 
Canning's private secretary, to the J Gnrnal of his military secretary, 
and to. an interesting cQrrespondence between the GovernGr-General 
and his great lientenant, Lord Lawrence. Of these exceptional ad
vant!>gBS he has made excellent nse, and the resnlt is a biGgraphy 
secGnd in interest to nGne in the series to which it belGngs.'-Tke TimeB. 

, Sir Henry Cnnningham's "Earl Canning " is a mo.del monograph. 
The writer knGWS India, as well as Indian histo.ry, well; and his story 
lIas a vividness which no.ne but an Anglo-Indian co.nld 80 well have 
imparted to. it. It IDw also the advantage of being fo.nnded to " large 
extent Gn hitherto unnsed material.'-Tke Globe. 

'Sir H. S. Cunningham has sncceeded in writing the history Gf a 
critical perio.d in 80 fair and dispassio.nate a manner as to make it 
almGst a matter of astonishment that the mo.tives which he has 80 

clearly grasped sho.nld ever have been misinterpreted, and the resnlts 
which he indicates so. grossly misjndged. N o.r is the excellence Gf his 
wGrk less CGnspicUGns frGm the literary than from the political and 
historical point Gf view. The style is clear and vivid, the langu .... "" 
well chGsen and vigorous, the disposition of details and accesso.ries 
striking and artistic, and, iudeed, under whatever aspect the work be 
considered, it reaches the high standard of workmanship which, from 
the outset, has been a distinguishing feature of the serles.'-GlasgOtf1 
Herald. 

'Sir H. S. Cunningham was fGrtunate, in a literary sense, in the 
particular Viceroy and period of Indian history allotted to his pen in 
the important and valuable series of biographical volumes Gn "Rnlers 
Gf India," being published at the ClarendGn Press, Oxford, nnder the 
editorship of Sir William Wilson Hunter. In Earl Canning, first 
Viceroy of India, Sir H. S. Cunningham had a subject sufficiently 
inspiring to all who admire hGnour, courage, patience, wisdom, all the 
virtues and qualities which go. to the building up Gf the character Gf an 
ideal English gentleman i while the episode of the Mutiny, culminating 
in the fall Gf Lucknow, lends itself to the mGre picturesque and 
graphic description. Sir H. S. Cunningham has treated his subject ade
quately. In :vivid L-mguage he paints his WGrd-pictures, and with calm 
judicial analysis he also proves himself an able critic Gf the actualities, 
causes, and results Gf the outbreak, alSo. a temperate, jost appreciator' 
of the 'character and PGlicy of Earl Canning.'-ThB Court Journal. 



£l)pinions of tbe Jl!)ress 
OB 

MR. 'DEMETRIUS BOULGER'S'LORD 
WILLIAM BENTINCX: 

• The .. Rulers of India" aeries h .... received a valuable addition in 
the hiography of the late Lord William Bentinck. The subject of this 
interesting memoir w.... a soldier .... well .... a statesman. He w .... 
mainly instrumental in bringing about the adoption of the overland 
route and in convincing the people of India that a main fact<>r in Eng
lish policy w .... a disinterested desire for their welfare. Lord William's 
despatches and minu~ several of which are textually reproduced in 
Mr. Boulger'. praiseworthy little book, display considerable literary 
.kill and are one and all State papers of signal worth.'-Dail,l Tele
grap", 21 June, 1892. 

• His frontier policy ...... oonciliatory, but full of foresight. His minute 
on the subjoot of Afghanistan and the advance of Ru";a in Asia may 
be read wi~h advantage to-day, nearly sixty years after it w .... writwn, 
Similarly, his observations ou the armies of India have lost by no means 
all of thsir force, and Mr. Bou1ger has done a public service in printing 
the document.'-Dailll NtJfD8, 11 June, 1892. 

, How all this w .... effected has been clearly and forcibly set forth by 
Mr. Boulger. Though concisely written, his memoir omite nothing 
really essential to a thorough nndentending and just appreciation of 
Bentinck '. wotk, and of the resulte which flowed from it, even after he 
had ceased to be at the head of Indian affairs. Mr. Boulger's estimate 
of the steteamRD is 'eminently fair and di.p .... sionate, based on a 
thorough knowledge of hi. admini.tration in all ite d..teils. Altogether 
the littJe work is a valuahle addition to a moat usefulseries.'-GZasgolD 
Herald, 16 June, 1892-

• Mr. Bonlger writea clearly and well, and his volume finds an ac
cepted place in the very useful and informing series which Sir William 
Wilson Hunter is editing 80 ably. '-Indtpen.dent, 17 J nne, 1892. ' 

• Lord William Bentinck occupies a distinct place among Indian 
Governors-General. Hi. rule may be regarded .... the commencement of 
an epoch. Mr. Boulger h .... not to tell a stirring story of war and conquest, 
but the record of Lord William Bentinck's domestic reforms, by which he 
began the regeneration of India, is as deeply interesting and certainly 
as well worth atudying as any chapter of preceding Indian history. 
Mr. Boulger has produced an excellent brief history of the period, and 
a capi tal life of the Governor-General. The volume is one of the seriea 
of" Hulen of India," and none of them is better worthy of pernsaI..'
Edinburg" Scotoma,., 28 May, 1892. 

• Mr. BouIger, it should be added, has done his work with care and 
judgment.'-GlolHl, 6 June, 1892. " 



gppinions of !be Wtess 
ON 

MR. J. S. COTTON'S 'MOUNTSTUART 
ELPHINSTONE.' 

• Sir William Hunter, the editor oC the series to which this book 
belongs, wa ... happily inspired when he entrusted the Life oC Elphin
stone, one of the most scholarly of Indian rulero, to Mr. Cotton, who, 
. himself a scholar of merit and repute, is brought by the nature oC his 
daily avocations into close and constant relations with scholars .••• We 
live in an age in .... hich none but specialists can afford to give more time 
to the memoirs of even the most distinguished Anglo-indians than will 
be occupied by reading Mr. Cotton's two hundred pages. He haa per
formed his task with great skill and good sense. This is just the kind 
of Life of himself which the wise, kintliy, high-souled man, who is the 
subject of it, would pead with vleasure in the Elysian Fields.'-8ir M. 
E. Grant-Duff, in The Academy. 

• To so inspiring a theme few writers are better qualified to do ample 
justice than the author of" The Decennial Statement of the Moral and 
Material Progress and Condition oC India." Sir T. Colebrooke's larger 
biography of Elphinstone appeals mainly to Indian specialists, but 
Mr. Cotton's slighter sketch is admirably adapted to satisfy the growing 
demand for a knowledge of Indian history and of tbe personalities of 
Anglo-Indian statesmen which Sir William Hunter haa done 80 much 
to create.'-Tke Timl!8. 

• Mr. Cotton's" LiCe of Mountstuart Elphinstolle" is one of the most 
readable of the valuable volumes that have appeared in the series of 
.. Rulers of India." Mr. Cotton haa avoided tediousne..s by the con
densation of matter, and haa secured the interest and close attention of 
his reader by a bright and nimble stvle which carries him along with 
quite exhilarating rapidity, yet without skipping the really salient 
features of the period.' - Tke Scotsma.n. 

• Skill in the arrangement of materials, and a style which is remark
ably clear, concise, and direct, havE' enabled Mr. Cotton to give ue, in 
little more than a couple of hundred pages, the main points of a career 
which did more than that of almost any other Anglo-Indian to produce 
a respect for the British rule among the Indian peopleS. • • • Mr. 
Cotton's book is both a valuable addition to the series to which it 
belongs, and a welcome contribution to the literature of biography. 
Few lives have been better worth telling or so well told.'-Tks York
shi,.e Herald. 

'The author has evidently taken great pains to make the book what 
a monograph of the kind ought to be; and those who are familiar with 
Anglo-Indian history during the early part of the current century will 
appreciate the praise we offer when we say that he has succeeded in . 
making it worthy of its subject.'-The World. 

, A masterpiece of skilful and sympathetic workmanship •••• Such 
a life could scarcely be told without exciting interest: told as it is by 
Mr. Cotton, it combines all the qualities of that oft-abused word---fas
cination.'-7'ke Queen. 

, This is the story of a brilliant life, brilliantly told. Mr. Cotton has 
a crisp style, a wide knowledge of Indian history, and a strong sympathy 
for his bero.'-Tke Pal! Mall Gazetle. 
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