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PREFACE. 

THERE can hardly fail at the present tim~, to attsch " 

mournful interest to these Discourses on Slavery by Theo

dore Parker. Few will resd them and see how deeply 

their author's heart was engaged in the canse of Negro 

Emancipation, without being touched by the thought that 

in the great struggle now passing in America, the voice 

which would hav~ 'spoken loudest for right and justice 

has been silent, and the br ..... e soul which would have 

exulted in the triumph of freedom has passed away f,:~m 

earth beyond the tiding. of the conflict, perhaps beyond 

the echoes of that last glad T. Dewm which shall arise 

from an' enfranchised race and a regenerated land. 

Another and a brighter interest will doubtless cling 

to these Discourses in times to come, when sla.very shall 

have been swept from the world, and men look back to 

its stupendous wrong with 'the .ame wondering horror 
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wherewith we now regard the tyrannies of feudalism and 

the cruelties of the Inquisition. It will then be remem

bered with joy that the first preacher of pure Theism was 

also the fearless denonncer of the great N ationa! Crime 

of his age-that crime which the Churches of his laud 

were rarely found to condemn, and often to justify and 

def~nd. 

F. P. C. 

Swiiurland, Au !Iud, 1863. 
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