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CHAPTER XXVI.

Birth of the Princess Elizabeth, and of Prince Ernest Avgustus—Discreditable conduct
of the King’s brother, Henry Duke of Cumberland—His marriage—His death—
Clandestine marriage of the Duke of Gloucester—The King afterwards reconciled
to tho Duke and Duchess—Princesa Caroline Matilda, wife of Christian VII. of
Denmark — Dissolute Character of the Danish King— Domestic infelicitios—
Coup d’état at the Danish Court—Bonishment of the Qucen—Her residence
in Zell Castle—Her death—Decease of the Princess Dowager of Wales.

WE have now to record a few events, of a personal and
domestic character, which occurred in the lives of George
the Third and his Queen, since we last intruded upon their
privacy at Buckingham House and Windsor. On the 17th of
June, 1770, Queen Charlotte gave birth to a danghter, the
Princess Elizabeth, afterwards Landgravine of Hesse Hom-
berg, and on the 5th of June, the following year, was born
her fifth son, Ernest Augustus, afterwards successively
Duke of Cumberland and King of Hanover. Surrounded
by a young and beautiful family, and formed, as George the
Third was, by nature, for the enjoyment of home-endear-
ments and home-pleasures, his life at this period might be
presumed to have been a happy one. In addition, however,
to political anxieties, he was not exempted from the ordi-
nary cares and sorrows which are the lot of humanity. A

source of especial vexation to him at this time was the
VOL. 1L : B
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flagrant misconduct of one of his younger brothers, the
Duke of Cumberland.

Henry Frederick Duke of Cumberland fourth son of
Frederick Prince of Wales, was born on the 26th of October
1745. "A bandsome countenance made some amends for
the shortness of his stature and the meanness of his abilities.
Walpole dismisses him from his agreeable pages as a pert,
chattering, dissipated, and frivolous youth, proud of his
exalted rank almost to vulgarity, yet at the same time pre-
ferring low society.* Doubtless, much that was to be la-
mented in the Duke’s character and conduct was attributable
to the exclusive and reprehensible system under which he
had been educated by his mother, the Princess Dowager.
Kept in close and irksome seclusion till he had reached the
years of manhood, and accustomed to no other society but that
of sycophants and dependents, it is perhaps not much to be
wondered at, that a young Prince of warm passions and weak
character should, on obtaining his freedom, have rushed at
once from the schoolroom to the stews and the night cellars.

Had the Duke of Cumberland thought proper to confine
his excesses within the limits of ordinary profligacy, the
world would doubtless have troubled itself little with either
his vices or his follies,. 'When, however, his name became
mixed up, under peculiarly scandalous circumstances, with
that of a young and beautiful woman of high rank and
Norman race—when, for the first time in England, a Prince
- of the Blood was dragged into a Court of Justice to defend
bimself in an action for adultery—the case became a very
different one. His victim, a daughter of the house of Ver-
non, was wife of Richard first Earl Grosvenor. Following

* ‘Walpole's Reign of George 3, vol, iii. pp. 105, 402; vol. iv. p. 165.

+ Henrietta, daughter of Henry Vernon, Esq., of Hilton in the County of Stafford,
by Lady Henrietta Wentworth, danghter of Thomas Earl of Strafford. By her mar-
riage with Lord Grosvenor, which tock place on the 19th of July 1764, ahe became the
mother of Robert second Earl Groevenor and of three other children who died young.

In Soptember 1803, nearly thirty years after her separation from her husbend, the
 Countess remarried Goneral George Porter, Membor of Parlisment for Steckbridge.
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ber from London, on her departure fo her husband’s seat,
Eaton Hall in Cheshu'e the Duke took up his abode at a
small public-house in the nelghbourhood of the Hall, met

her in disguise, and effected her ruin. The Ea.rl—hlmself a
notorious libertine—subsequently recovered ten thousand
pounds damages from the Duke, a sum which it will be per- Jupe 28
ceived his Royal Highness found some difficulty in paying.

The King to Lord North.
5 Novr. 1770.

¢« My brothers have this day applied about the means of paying
the Duke of Cumberland’s damages and costs, which, if not paid
this day se’nnight, the Proctors will certainly force tite house, which
at this licentious time will occasion reflexions on the rest of the
family. Whatever can be done ought to be done.,” * -

Scarcely less discreditable than the profligate details which

were elicited at the trial, was the evidence which it afforded
~ of the grossly imperfect state of his Royal Highness’s edu-
cation. Several letters, addressed by him to his paramour,
were read in open court, the spelling, style, and grammar
of which were so lamentably contemptible, as to provoke
frequent bursts of laughter from the audience. For in-
stance, in one of these precious effusions he writes—* I got
to'supper about nine o’clock, but I could not eat, and so got
to bed about ten.” “‘His royal highness’s diction and
learning,” writes Walpole,  scarce exceeded that of a cabin
boy, as those eloquent epistles, existing in print, may
testify, Some, being penned on board ship, were literal
versifications of Lord Dorset’s ballad—

# ¢ To all ye ladies now at land
‘We men at sea indite,
But fivst would have you understand
How hard it is to write.” ™t

_Lady Grosvenor, in the Duke’s letters, is addressed by

* Lord Brougham’s Statesmen of the Time of George 8, vol. i. p. 72. Edition
1858. In another note, dated the same day, the King calculates the sum of money
likely to be required as £18,000, + Walpole's Reign of George 8, vol. iv.ap. i84.

B
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him as his “ever dearest little angel.”” He “kisses her
dearest little hair.”—“I have your heart;” he writes to
her on one occasion, “ and it lies warm in my breast. I
hope mine feels as easy to you.” *

Neither did the Duke’s libertinism and shallowness of
mind complete his offences. Not content with having en-
tailed upon himself the scorn and derision of the world, the
frivolous Prince, by abandoning to solitude and shame the.
unhappy partner of his guilt, proved that his heart was as
faulty as his understanding. So short-lived was his passion,
that scarcely had a verdict been pronounced upon him in a
Court of Jusfice, before he commenced another disreputable
intrigue with a married woman of great personal beauty, with
whom he made noscruple of publicly parading himself, when-
ever she appeared at the theatre or at similar places of diver-
sion. Fortunately her husband, a wealthy and obsequious tim-
ber-merchant, was still more vulgarly devoted to royalty than
the giddy woman herself, and consequently the royal family
were spared the public scandal and disgrace, which must
necessarily bave attended a second judicial investigation.t

While these unhappy proceedings were still furnishing
thé public with food for gossip, the world was suddenly
startled by an announcement in the public journals that
his Majesty’s brother, the Duke of Cumberland, had
given his hand at the altar to Anne widow of Christopher
Horton, Esquire, of Catton in Derbyshire, and daughter of
Simon Lord Irnham, afterwards Earl of Carhampten.} This

® & Colshreted Trialsy,™ vol. iv. pp. 481—8, London, 1825,

+ Walpole's Reign of George 3, vol. iv. pp. 856~7.

1 The marriage tock place ou the night of the 2nd of October 1771, at the lady's
residence in Hertford Street, May Feir. The proofs of the marriage, ¢btained by
order of ths King in Mey 1773, are proserved in the Privy Council office, where the
author had the opportunity of inspecting them. The only decnment of any interest
is their joint declaration that they were man and wifo, signed by the Duke and Duchess
on the night of their nuptinls, and attested by the clergyman who anited them. The
signature of the Duke, ‘‘Henry Frederick," is traced in singularly tremulons charac-
ters, while nothing con bo neater or steadier than that of theDuchess.
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event, which, under any circumstances whatever, would
have been a severe blow to the King, was rendered
the more distressing in consequence of the Princess
Dowager, at the time, being' supposed to be at the point
of death, and also from the circumstance that the first
intelligence which the King received of his brother’s mar-
riage was through no less beartless and disrespectful a
channel, than an off-hand letter addressed to him by the Duke
from an hotel at Calais. The King, publicly and at once,
manifested his marked displeasure at his brother’s conduct.
To the foreign Ministers he caused it to be privately inti-
mated that their abstaining from exchanging further civili-
ties with Cumberland House would be regarded as an accept-
able concession by the King ; while the fashionable world
received notice, through the medium of the Liord Chamber-
lain, that such persons as might choose to wait upon the
Duke and Duchess must no longer expect to be received at
St.James’s.* On the other hand, the King not only allowed
his brother to retain his equerries and the other appanages
of a Prince of the Blood, but even permitted him to keep
his Rangership of Windsor Great Park, notwithstanding
the near vicinity of the Ranger's Lodge to Windsor Castle’
must entail the constant chance of his encountering the
. Duke or Duchess in his rides.

As for the new Duchess, although a finished coquette,
and having more the appearance of a woman of pleasure
than of a lady of distinguished position, her conduct
as a wife and a mother appears to have been unex-
ceptionable. ‘The new Princess of the Blood,” writes
Walpole to Sir Horace Mann on the 7th of November
1771,—"is a young widow of twenty-four, extremely pretty,
not handsome, very well made, with the most amorous eyes

* At a chapter of the Order of the Garter, held on the 18th of June the following
year, we find that the Duke was the only Kright who received ne summons to be
rresent.  Annual Register for 1772, p. 110,
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in the world, and eyelashes a yard long; coquette beyond
measure, artful as Cleopatra, and completely mistress of all
her passions and projects. Indeed, eyelashes three-quarters of
a yard shorter would have served to conquer sucha head as she
has turned.”* Again, Walpole thus describes the Duchess in
his memoirs of the reign of George the Third ; +—* There
was something so bewitching in her languishing eyes, which
she could animate to enchantment if she pleased, and her
coquetry was so active, so varied, and yet so habitual, that it
was difficult not to see through it, and yet as difficult to re-
sist it. She danced divinely, and had a great deal of wit,
but of the satiric kind ; and as she had haughtiness before
her rise, no wonder she claimed all the observance due to
her rank, after she became Duchess of Cumberland.”

‘What remains to be told of the Duke of Cumberland may
be very briefly related. His married life was not a* happy
one. Avoided by his royal relatives and neglected by the
world, his society, during the later years of his life, seems -
to have been almost entirely confined to the kinspeople of
his Duchess, and a few associates whose tastes and habits
were congenial to his own. No single individual of high
rank and character appears to have countenanced him.
Even the most violent members of the Opposition shunned
rather than courted his acquaintance.§ The Duke expired
on the 18th September 1790, in the forty-fifth year of his age.

* Walpole's Letters, vol. v. pp. 5, 847. Edition 1857.

+ Vol iv. p. 857.

1 ““ Here are two anecdotes,” writes a contemporary, ** of the wiss Duke of Cum-
berland which most likely you have never heard. One came from Sir Joshua Reynolds
himself The Duchess of Cumberland was sitting for ker picture. The Duke cams
in; tumbled about the room in his awkward manner, without speaking to Sir
Joshua. The Duchess thought it too bed, and whispered to him-her opinion ; upon
which he came, and, leaning on Sir Joshua's chair while he was painting, said—
*What ! you always begin with the head first, do you?' And omes when, at his
own public day, he was told he ought to say something to Mr, Gibbon, the suthor—
“So0," says he, ‘I suppose you are at the old trade agsim-—-scribble, ecribble,

" scribblet’ I should think, with such pretty witty sayings, his royal highness must
be very entertaining.” duckland Corresp., vol. ii pp. 280—1.
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A second clandestine marriage in the royal family, which
also occasioned great distress to the King, was that of
another of his younger brothers, the Duke of Gloucester,
with Maria, an illegitimate daughter of Sir Edward Wal-
pole, and widow of James second Earl of Waldegrave.*

William Henry Duke of Gloucester, third son of Frederick -
Prince of Wales, was born at Leicester House on the 25th
of November 1743. As he was one of the least intelligent and
promising of the numerous offspring of the Princess Dowager,
50 also was he the one least beloved and the least tenderly -
treated by his mother. According to Walpole, she used to
cause him great distress at times, by jeering him on account
of his dullness, in the presence of his brothers and sisters ;
on one particular occasion telling them “to laugh at the
fool.” The sensitive child held down his head and said
nothing; on which the Princess changed her tone and
accused him of sulkiness. ‘“No,” he said, * he was not
sulky ; he was only thinking.” *-And, pray, what are you
thinking of ?"” inquired the Princess with increasing scorn
in her manner, *I was thinking,” said the poor child, “ what

| should feel if T had a son as unhappy as you make
me.’

George the T]nrd and the Duke of Gloucester had not
only been firm allies and friends in childhood and in boy-
hood, but, up to the time that the latter allowed the
fact of ]ns ill-assorted union with Lady Waldegrave to
transpire, the King had loved him“more than any other of
his brothers. Between their several characters there were
striking resemblances. In their boyhood each had manifested
that serious, reserved, and pious disposition which happily
preserved them from plunging into those youthful irregu-

* Sir Edward Walpole, K. B., was the second son.of the celebrated Minister. Ha
was the father of two other illegitimate danghters, of whom one became the wife of
Lionel fifth Earl of Dysart, and the other married the Honourable Frederick Keppel,
Bishop of Exeter, fifth son of William Anne, second Eark of Albemarle.
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larities, which subsequently disgraced the careers of their
brothers, the Dukes of York and Cumberland. Each had
suffered from the effects of a faulty education; each, on
reaching manhood, had happily had the sagacity to appre-
ciate the grievous disadvantage which it imposed upon them,
and each, by diligent study, had endeavoured to make up
for the faults and deficiencies of the past.

It should be remembered that, at the time when the Duke
of Gloucester first conceived his violent passion for the
beantiful widow whom he made his wife, he had not only
the excuse of having but just emerged from boyhood, but
that the remarkable woman who had enslaved him was,
in point of personal charms and grace and diguity, perhaps
the most captivating and commanding beauty of her day.
Many worshippers, at the time, were at her feet, and among
them the Duke of Portland, the best match in England
with the exception of the Princes of the Blood. Ambitious,
she is said t6 have been, and also haughty ; especially in her
intercourse with her own sex. This latter imperfection,
however, was in all probability induced by the false posi-
tion in which she stood as the daughter of a milliner on the
one bhand, and, on the other hand, as the widow of an Earl -
and the granddaughter of a great Minister. In other re-
spects, Lady Waldegrave seems to have possessed all those
endearing and engaging qualities which were calculated to
fix the admiration and affections of a husband, and to render
her idolized by her children. Lord Waldegrave, whom she
had married in her girlhood, had been distinguished by
many of the highest qualities of the head and heart; but
was unprepossessing in person, and old enough to-be her
father. 'When he left her a widow she was not only still
. young and beautiful, but her face is said to have retained
all the bloom and freshness of early youth. Unhesitatingly
rejecting the hand of the Duke of Portland, we find her
carrying on a long and unsatisfactory dalliance with the
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Duke of Gloucester, a course of conduct which was
alike calculated to give birth to the sneers of the en-
vious and the prudish, and to create uneasiness in the
minds of her relatives and friends. Unlikely, indeed, it
appeared to be that the widow of an Earl, and a woman of
great virtue and pride, should stoop to form a dishonourable
connexion; yet, on the other hand, the chances of the
milliner’s daughter becoming the sister-in-law of the
reigning sovereign, seemed to be quite as improbable and
remote. .

It was at this juncture that, at the recommendation of
her uncle Horace Walpole, and with the approbation of her
father, Lady Waldegrave addressed a letter to her royal lover,
in which, after having pointed out the indifferent repute
which his attentions were calculated to entail upon ber, she
renounced his friendship on the double plea that she was
too considerable a person to become his mistress, and of too
little consideration to become his wife. Whatever may
have been the result of this communication, it was not only
kept a secret from her relatives, but even the entreaties of
a father failed in eliciting any information from her on the
subject.  ““ A short fortnight,” writes Horace Walpole,
“baffled all my prudence. .The Prince renewed his visits
with more assiduity, after that little interval, and Lady
Waldegrave received him without disguise. My part was
taken. I had done my duty. A second attempt had been
hopeless folly.” * '

From this time, year after year passed away, yet the
Duke was still ever at the side of the beauntiful widow; nor
does she seem to have made any further objections to his
attentions, Whether they were married was a question
on which the world was divided in opinion; but at all
events it was evident that they mutually wished that it

* Memoirs of the Reign of George 8, wol. iii. pp. 402—8.
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should be thought they were. man and wife. The Duke's
manner towards her was marked by the most respectful
attention, The livery worn by her servants was a compro-
mise between that of the royal family and her own.
When she appeared in public the gentlemen of the Duke’s
household escorted her to her carriage or her chair; and,
moreover, at a magnificent masquerade which took place in
Mrs. Cornellys’s rooms in ‘Soho Square, on the 26th of Fe-
bruary 1770, they seemed desirous of proclaiming the nature
of their connexion to the world, by the Duke appearing in

. the character of Edward the Fourth, and Lady Waldegrave
as Elizabeth Woodville; the latter being habited in grey
and pearls, with a black veil. “ Methinks,” writes Horace
'Walpole, “it was not very difficult to find out the meaning
of these masks.” *

The fact is, that although the union between the Duke
and Lady Waldegrave was not communicated by her to her
family till the month of June 1772, their marriage had taken
place so far back as the 6th of September 1766.f The
King, as we have seen, was greatly grieved and annoyed at
his brother’s conduct. Nevertheless, as the issue of the
marriage must necessarily come within the line of succes-
sion to the throne, his Majesty deputed the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and the Bishop of London,
to inquire into the validity of the ceremony, and to cause such

* Walpole's Letters, vol. v. p. 227. Edition 1857,

+ The birth of the Princess Sophia Matilda took place on the 29th of May 1778. The
earliest notice which we discover of the Duke's passion for Lady Waldegrave occurs
in the winter of 1764, whoen he was only nineteen : consequently it was not till after
a dalliance of nearly two years that she became his wife. * The Duke of Gloucester,”
writes Gilly Williama to Goorge Selwyn in December 1764, ** haa professed a passion
for the Dowager Waldegrave. He is never from her clbow. This flatters Horry
‘Walpole not a little, though he pretends to distike it.” Selwyn Corresp., vol L
p. 884. It wea not till late in the year 1772 that the Dake thought poper to make
a formal communication of his marriage to the roysl family, *‘ Sept. 16. The Duke
of Gloucester notified to the King his marringe with my nieve Lady Waldegrave.™
Walpols's * Short Noles of his Life:™ Letlers, vol. L. p. lxavil. prefucs. See alse
letters from Whalpole to Sir H. Maun, dated severally 8 May 1771, and 15 June

172,
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corroborative evidence, as they could procure, to be entered
on the books of the Privy Council. True it was that no wit-
nesses had been present at the marriage of the Duke and Lady
Waldegrave, and accordingly the envious of her sex, when
they clamorously denied her right to be regarded as a
wedded wife, had some excuse for their scepticism, In the
last century, however, the solemn affirmation of two persons,
made before credible witnesses, was considered as sufficient
evidence that a marriage had taken place. In the pre-
sent instance, the Duke, when believing himself to be on
his death-bed, at Florence, had devoutly intrusted the secret
of his marriage to the two Grooms of his Bedchamber,
Colonels Rainsford and Heywood ; while the Duchess, on
her part, had formerly made a similar disclosure, though
under less solemn circumstances, to her brother-in-law,
Frederick Keppel, Bishop of Exeter. Attestations on oath
to this effect were made by the several persons referred
to, but, as Walpole observes, envy is no lawyer. “The
Duke,” writes Walpole to Mann, “was advised to be’
married again with the King’s consent, but he had too
much sense’ to take such silly counsel, though the King
“would have allowed it. The Duke, however, submitted to
the King’s pleasure, if it should be thought necessary,.
though fully satisfied himself with the validity. The King
sent him word by the Archbishop, that as his Royal High-
ness was satisfied, and as his Majesty had heard no objection
to the validity, he did not think any further steps necessary.
In fact, the noise of those who repine at the Duchess’s
exaltation is a proof that they are convinced her marriage is
indissoluble.” *

But though the King was convinced of the legality of the
marriage, it was long before he could be induced to extend
his thorough forgiveness to his favourite brother. Certainly,

* Walpole's Letters, vol. v. p. 468, edition 1857 ; and MS. documents in proof
of the marriage preserved in the Privy Council Office,
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so late as the month of January 1774, no reconciliation had
taken place between them, inasmuch as, in that month, we
find Walpole suggesting to the Duchess the means which
he considered most likely to effect.so desirable a result.
Still later, in 1775, we find the King positively refusing to
make any provision for his brother’s children. To Lord
North he writes on the 15th of January—“I cannot deny
that on the subject of this Duke my heart is wounded: I
have ever loved him with the fondness one bears to a child.”
In the same letter, the King speaks of his brother’s mar-
riage as a “highly disgraceful step,” and of the Duchess
with much acrimony. *I never can,” he writes, * think
of placing her in a situation to answer her extreme pride
and vanity.”* Again, we find him observing to Lerd
Hertford that he could not receive her at Court * without
affronting all the sovereigns of Europe by countenancing
a mésalliance.” T "Time, however, produced the desired
effect. The conduct of the Duke and Duchess, as well as
that of their two children, Prince William and the Princess
Sophia, proved so eminently irreproachable, that the King
was at last induced to relent, and from that time behaved
with the greatest kindness and generosity towards his
brother’s family. §

* Lord Brougham's Statesmen of the Time of George 8, vol, 1. p. 87. Edition 1858,

+ Walpole’s Last Journals, voL il p. 415. To the last, the King seems to bave
been convinced thet his weak though amisble brother had been entrapped into
marriage by Lord Waldegrave'a ambitious widow ; indeed the fact, that at the time
of their union she was ulready the mother of three children, and was several yonrs
older than the Duke, renders the King’s prejudices very far from being unreason-
able ones. To Lord North the King writes on the 29th of November 1777 —*1
shonld have thought the handsome propesal delivered by you to the Duke of Glon-
cester would have deserved at least the civility of not applying for a public provision
for a person who must always be odious lo me.” Lord Brougham's Statesmen of the
Teme of George 8, vol. i. p. 100.

4 Memoirs of George 8, vol. iii. p. 408, and note. A Bill wag mbsequently
pessed (Act 13 George 8, e. 11), which precluded any member of the royal family
from contracting marringe under the age of twenty-five withont the permission of
the sovereign, nor after that age, nntil twelve months® notice should have been given
to the Privy Council, and provided that both houses of Parlinment should not have
expressly doclared their disapprobation within the twelve montha,
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One of the most remarkable events which distinguished
the year 1772-—affecting, as it did, the singular fortunes
of the youngest and fairest of the King’s sisters—the Queen
of Denmark, was the memorable revolution which then took
place in that country. Caroline Matilda, the posthumous
child of Frederick Prince of Wales, was born on the 11th of
July 1751, and, on the 1st of October 1766, at the age of
fifteen, had the misfortune to become the wife of Christian
the Seventh, King of Denmark. Her contemporaries de-
scribe her as a tall, fair, graceful creature; amiable and
_ charitable in her disposition, refined in her manners, and
possessed of a vivacity which rendered her society emi-
nently agreeable. Her abilities and accomplishments,
moreover, were far above the ordinary average. She con-
versed with facility in the French, German, Italian, and
Danish languages ; she delighted in music and books; her
horsemanship was the admiration of the ladies of Denmark,
and, lastly, we are assured that she danced the * finest
minuet ” at her husband’s court.*

Such was the charming Princess who, while still almost
a child, was torn from a circle that idolized her, to become
the wife of a selfish and dissolute tyrant! The people .
of England watched her departure from their shores not
only with an affectionate interest, but with apprehensions
which unhappily turned out to be only too well founded.
“ The poor Queen of Denmark,” writes Miss Talbot to Mrs.
Carter on the 4th of October 1766—*“is gone out alone
into the wide world ; not a creature she knows to attend
her any further than Altona. It is worse than dying; for
die she must to all she has ever seen or known ; but then
it is only dying out of one bad world into another just like
it, and where she is to have cares and fears, and dangers
and sorrows, that will all yet be new to her. May it please

* Annual Register for 1775. Tart 2, p. 2
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God to protect, and instruct and comfort her, poor child as
sheis! and make her as good, as beloved, and as happy, as
I believe her Aunt Louisa®* was! They have just been
telling me how bitterly she cried in the coach, as far as
anybody saw her.”{ It was a complaint of Sir Joshua
Reynolds, who painted her portrait before her departure
from England, that in consequence of her being constantly
in tears whenever she sat to him, he found it difficult to do
Justice either to his original or to himself.}

A stranger in a foreign land, and linked to a man who
had conceived an aversion for her almost from the hour of
their marriage, the situation of the young Queen was indeed
little to be envied. The low amours in which her husband
indulged—either with a * Katherine of the beautiful feet,”
or some other preity demirep who infatuated him for the
hour — added greatly to the discomfort and degradation
which became her lot. She had continued in this isolated
state for nearly two years, and, in the mean time, had given
birth to an heir to the throne of Denmark, when her un-
worthy consort thought proper to quit his dominions, for the
purpose of paying a prolonged and unprofitable visit to Eng-
land and other countries.§ Relieved from his unwelcome

* Lonisa, fifth and youngest danghter of George II. In addition to strong sense and
considerable personal beauty, she possessed many endearing qualities, which rendersd
her almost as great a favourite with the nation, as she was beloved in her own family.
From her childhood, it is said to have been her ambition to become Queen of Denmark ;
a desire which she lived to have gratified. On the 30th of November 1748, she
was united to Frederick, Prince Royal of Denmark, and, three years afterwards,
was elevated to the throne which she had sighed for in the wursery. Beforé
quitting England, she had observed to her brother, the Duke of Cumberland,
4“Jf I am unhappy, my relations shall never know it.” Her married life, owing to
the infidelities of her husband, was not a happy one, and her end was terrible. Her
death, like that of her mother, Queen Caroline, was occasioned by a rupture, which,
from mistaken feelings of delicacy, she had long concealed. Her mother, on her
denth-bad, had observed to her ;—°¢ Louiss, remember, I die by being giddy and
obstinate, and keeping my disorder a secret.” After undergoing an operation which
lasted an hour, and enduring excruciating agonies, she expired on the 8th December
1751, the day after she had completed her twenty-seventh year.

+ Mra. Carter's Lettors, vol. iii. p. 146,

1 Northeote's Memoirs of Sir J. Reynolds, vol. i. p. 156,
§ See ante, vol. 1, p. 450, & sequent,
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society, the young Queen devoted herself to a life of retire-
‘ment ; employing her time in attending to her maternal
duties; in visiting the cottages of the poor, and, at the same
time, winning the hearts of thousands by the charm of her
manner, her kindness, and her affability.* ~ The return,
however,. of the King to Denmark appears to have wrought
a complete revolution in the character and habits of Caroline
' Matilda. He returned, not only more confirmed than ever
in his addiction to low society and loose amours, but un-
happily he also rendered his Queen a sufferer from the
effects of his incontinency, in a manner which no woman of
ordinary spirit could be expected to forget, nor perhaps even .
to forgive.t From this time her manners not only gradu-
ally grew forward but even bold. She began to indulge in
levities which, if not criminal, were in the highest degree
imprudent. Public opinion seems to have been set reck-
lessly by her at defiance. In habits, in temper, and in
principles she became entirely ¢changed. Among other acts
of rashness and folly, she gave great offence to.the graver
Danish matrons by not only appearing frequently in
public in male attire, but by riding in that costume astride
like a man.§ “An abominable riding-habit,” writes Sir
Robert Keith, “ with a black slouched hat has been almost
universally introduced here, which gives every woman the
air of an awkward postilion. In all the time I have been in
Denmark I never saw the Queen out in any other garb.” §

-In the mean time, in consequence of Christian the Seventh
having reduced himself by his continued irregularities to the
most miserable state of prostration both of mind and bedy,
it was only to be expected that his young and high-spirited
consort should alike take an interest in and seek to acquire

* Brown's “* Northern Courts,” vol. i. pp. 73, 74.

*F Itid., vol i. pp. 82, 83. :

1 Jvid., vol. i, pp. 103, 104.

§ Memoirs and Correspondence of Sir Robert Murray Keith, vol. & p. 196, nofs
Bir Robert, then Colonel Keith, was at this time British Minister at Copenhagen, -
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an influence over the affairs of her husband’s kingdom. I
this. attempt, however, she was stealthily and doggedly op-
posed by her bitter enemy, Juliana Maria, Queen Dowager
of Denmark, whose object it was to secure the succession to
the throne for her younger son, Prince Frederick, and who
consequently seized every opportunity of prejudicing the
enervated Christian, as well as the Danish people in general,
against the rival whom she was bent upon ruining. Already
the mental imbecility of Christian, and the increasing unpopu-
larity of the aspiring favourites to whose hands he had con-
fided the reins of Government, had gone far to assist the
designs of that scheming and relentless woman. It wanted
but some plausible evidence of conjugal unfaithfulness on
the part of Caroline Matilda, in order to complete her de-
struction, and such evidence, as we shall presently see, the
unhappy Princess appeared to be bent upon affording.

The Danish monarch, during his recent travels, had
encountered at Ahrensburg, near Hamburg, a physician of
plebeian parentage of the name of John Frederick Struensee,
a young man possessed of considerable personal beauty, of
insinuating manners and engaging address, and of abilities
almost of a high order. Struensee had risen rapidly in
royal favour, and in due time had raised himself to be
Prime Minister of Denmark. Unhappily, from the accident
of Struensee having been formerly professionally consulted
by Caroline Matilda under circumstances of peculiar delicacy,
he had been afforded the means of gaining the confidence of
a young and warm-blooded Queen who, on account of the
brutal treatment which she had experienced from a worth-
less husband, was only toc well disposed to listen to words of
sympathy and devotion from the lips of another. Accord-
ingly she conceived a passion for the insinuating ad-
venturer which seems to have been reciprocal, and which

peither of the reckless couple apparently took much
pains to conceal. How complete was the infatuation of the



REIGN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 17

youthful Queen may be gleaned from the following curious
extract from the Memoirs of the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel,
The scene which he describes: took place in Gottorp Castle
in the town of Schleswig. “The King's dinner was dull,
The Queen afterwards played at Quinze. I was placed on
ber right ; Struensee on her left. Brandt, a new arrival,
and Warnstedt, a chamberlain, completed the party. I
hardly like to describe Struensee’s behaviour and the
remarks he openly dared to address to the Queen while
leaning his arm on the ‘table close to her. ‘Welll why
don't you play ? '—* Can't you hear ?"——* Nuyn spielen Sie
dock, haben Sie nicht gehort$’—I confess my heart was
broken to see this Princess, endowed with so much sense
and good qualities, fallen to such a point and into such bad
hands.” *

The rapid and unmerited rise of the plebeian Struensee
paturally gave great offence to the Danish nobles, and
consequently tended to strengthen the party of the Queen
Dowager. Moreover, the flagrant gallantries of an obscure
foreigner with the consort of their Sovereign, and a belief
which had gained ground that he was equally dear both to
the King and Queen, had given rise to many scandalous re- -
ports. T Prints were publicly exposed for sale in the shop-
windows of the streets of Copenhagen, representing the
Queen and her presumed paramour in attitudes of the
grossest impropriety, Under these and other circumstances,
a conspiracy was formed, under the auspices of Juliana Maria,
for seizing the persons of the Queen and Struensee, as well as
that of his friend and confederate, Enevold Brandt, a young
man of pleasure, of good birth, and of chivalrous courage.
Accordingly, on a dark winter morning,f after a magnificent

* Life of Caroline Matilds, Queon ofDenmnrk by 8ir C. F. Lnacelles ‘Wraxall, Bart,, .
vollr 181-1; éf:bona Letters to Loxd Sheﬂiald Miscelloneous Works, pp. 243—5,
Edition, 1837 ; and Walpole's Reign of George 3, vol. iv. pp. 163, 280, 281,

1 January 17, 1772,
VoL, IL [



18 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND

masked ball in the palace of Copenhagen at which friend -
and foe had intermingled with apparently more than ordinary
gaiety, the conspirators proceeded to carry their daring
project into execution. The guests had dispersed in their
motley costumes to their respective homes. The ball-room
lights had been for some time extinguished The young
Queen, whose high spirits during the evening had been the
subject of remark, had danced the last dance in which she
was destined to press the hand of Struensee. Each had
sunk to rest in the several apartments occupied by them in
the palace, when suddenly Caroline Matilda was awoke by
one of the ladies of her bedchamber, who came to coramuni-
cate to her the King’s commands that she should instantly
depart for one of his palaces in the country. Any attempt
to escape, either by flight or resistance, had been rendered
of no avail. Every outlet from the palace had been care-
fully sentinelled by the royal Guards, The vehicle which
was to convey the Queen to durance, perhaps to the scaf-
fold, was in attendance almost beneath her windows. In
the mean time, a revolution, as sudden as it proved to be
successful, had been boldly and artfully accomplished.
Struensee and Brandt, after having been seized by detach-
ments of the Guards, and loaded hand and foot with fetters,
were flung into different prison-rooms in the citadel.
To obtain access to the King, and to endeavour, by her
tears and entreaties, to induce him to revoke his edict,
appeared to be the only hope for the unhappy Queen.
Accordingly, she rushed in her night-dress to the apartment
of her half-idiotic consort, but meeting her enemy, Count
Rantzau, President of the War Office, in the antechamber,
asense of decorum induced, her to return to her closet,
where she hurried on the first ‘garment which she found at
hand. When she again entered the antechamber of her
husband, it was too late. She succeeded indeed, in spite of
the opposition of an officer and two soldiers who crossed
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their fire-arms at the doors, in forcing her way into the
apartment, but, in the mean time, the King had been induced
by the conspirators to retire to a distant part of the palace.

On her return to her sleeping-room, she was encountered
by Count Rantzau, Count Eichstadt, and other officers, from
whom she received neither pity nor consideration. If any-
thing, indeed, could have strengtbened their resolution, it
must bave been the sight of Struensee’s white bear-skin
cloak, which lay in her apartment, and which clearly indi-’
cated that he must have followed her thither after the ball.*
Bearing in her arms her. second child, an infant daughter of
only six months old, 1 the unhappy Queen was hurried into
the travelling-carriage which awaited her, and in which an
officer, with a drawn sword, took his seat by her side. Her
destination was the castle of Cronenburg, or Kronborg, a

- palatial fortress about twenty-four miles distant from
Copenhagen, in which, for the next four months, she was
left to bewail her mlsfortunes and to speculate on the fate
which her enemies might have in store for her. In the
mean time, under circumstances of the most disgusting and
horrifying barbarity, Struensee and Brandt had ended their
lives upon the scaffold. The former, before having been -
brought to trial, had made a formal confession of the

criminal nature of his intercourse with the Queen; a con-

fession to which Caroline Matilda herself was subsequently

induced to subscribe.

In England, the Danish Revolution, associated as it was -
with the misfortunes and misconduct of a British Princess,
created an extraordinary sensation. On the 28th February,
1772, Mrs. Carter writes to Mrs. Vesey—"‘I have very little
mtelhgence to_send you from Denmark, as there is a pro-
found silence at St. James’s on that sub_]ect You know

““ Northern Courts,” vol. i, p. 127.
‘1" Louisa Augusta, born 7 July 1771, became the mother of Cliristian Augustus
Duke of Angustenburg,
[ ]

c2
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that the unhappy young Queen is imprisoned in a castle
dashed by the waves, where she is kept in very strict con-
finement. Iam persuaded you would think it an alleviation
of her misfortunes, if I could tell you it is the very castle
once  haunted by Hamlet's ghost, but of this I have no
positive assurance ; though, as it is at Elsineur, I think
such an imagination as yours and mine may fairly encugh
make out the rest. * " In the letter, which the King of Den-
mark wrote to ours, he only mentioned, in general terms, that
the Queen had behaved in 2 manner which obliged him to im-
prison her, but that from regard to his Majesty her life should
be safe.” + We learn from Archdeacon Coxe, that, during
the imprisonment of Caroline Matilda at Cronenburg, she
‘occupied the apartments of the Governor of the castle, with
permission to walk on the side batteries, and on the leads of
the tower. §

But for the spirited interposition of the British Govern-
ment, and the prompt orders issued for the sailing of a
powerful British squadron to the Baltic, the young Queen
in all probability might have shared the fate of Struensee
and Brandt.§ Articles had already been framed against
her, with a view to bastardising her children, and possibly
of bringing her to the scaffold, when the British Minister
at the Court of Denmark, Sir Robert Keith, entered her
apartment, and informed her that she was not only free, but
that a vessel was waiting to carry her from the shores of
Denmark. So overcome was she by the joyful intelligence,
as to burst into a flood of tears; at the same time embracing
Sir Robert Keith and blessing him as her deliverer. When
informed, however, that she must part with the infant, which

* See Archdeacon Coxe's Travels in Poland, Russia, Denmark, do., vol. V. pp.
115, 116. Fourth Edition.

# Mra. Carter's Letters, vol. iv. p. §0.

1 Archdeacon Coxe's Travels, vol. v. p. 112.

§ Ses the Earl of Suffolk's despatch to Sir Robert Keith dated May 1st, 1773,
printed in tho Memoirs and, Correspondence of Sir'B. M, Xeith, vol. i, p. 286,
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had been her sole comfort during her misery, and which
she had herself nursed at her breast, her anguish knew no
bounds. * For some time,” writes Archdeacon Coxe, * she
could not be prevailed upon to bid a final adieu. At length,
after bestowing repeated caresses upon this darling object
of affection, she retired to the vessel in an agony of despair.
She remained on deck, her eyes immovably directed toward
the palace of Cronenburg, which cont#ned the child that had
been so long her only comfort, until darkness intercepted the
view. The vessel having made but little way during the
night, at daybreak she observed with fond satisfaction that
the palace was still visible, and could not be persuaded to
enter the cabin so long as she could discover the faintest.
glimpse of the battlements.” *

From Cronenburg the young Queen was escorted, by a
British squadron, to Stade in Hanover, from whence she
was afterwards removed to the castle of Zell, or Celle, not
far from the moated ducal seat of Alden, which, half a
century before, had been the scene of the captivity and
death of a.nother beautiful and injured Princess, her
great-grandmother, the ill-fated Princess Sophia Dorothea. )
consort of George the First. Inthe Castle of Zell, provided -
with a suitable household, and surrounded by a small court
of which she was the idol, Caroline Matilda passed the
remainder of her brief and unhappy existence. Her heart
is said to have been a prey to the deepest despondency,
although in society she assumed a cheerfulness to which
she had long been a stranger. Overwhelming, however, as
were her misfortunes, and painful as had been the circum-
stances of indignity under which she had been driven from
sthe Court of Denmark, she ever spoke of her enemies with-
out resentment, and, without regret, of the crown which she
had lost. The great grief which embittered her existence

* Coxe's Travels, vol. v. pp. 118, 114,
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was her separation from her offspring. “She retained,”
continues Coxe, “to her last moments, the most unaffected
attachment to her children in Denmark, With all the
anxiety of a parent, she made repeated inquiries after them,
and was delighted with receiving the minutest accounts of
their ‘health, amusements, and education. Having obtained
their portraits from Copenhagen, she placed them in her
most retired apartm®ht; often apostrophized them as if
they were present, and addressed them in the tenderest
manner,” *

Sir Nathaniel Wraxall—who was deeply engaged in a
plot to restore. Caroline Matilda to her husband’s throne,
and who, in consequence, was admitted to more than cne
clandestine interview with her—has left us an interesting ac-
count both of Zell and of its unhappy occupant. “There was,”
he writes, “in the aspect of the castle of Zell, its towers,
moats, drawbridge, long galleries, and Gothic features, all
the scenery realizing the desctiptions of fortresses where
imprisoned princesses were detained in bondage.” It was in
one of the apartments of this gloomy fortress, that Wraxall,
through the instrumentality of the Baron de Seckendorf,
one of the chamberlains of the young Queen, and with the
agency of her confidential valet de chambre, Mantel, was
admitted to his first secret interview with the royal exile.
On the night of the 17th of February 1775, he privately took
up his abode in an obscure-inn in the suburbs of Zell, where
he anxiously awaited a reply to certain secret despatches,
which he had found means to have conveyed into the hands
of the young Queen. “ On the ensuing morning,” he writes,
“T acquainted Seckendorf that I was returned to my conceal-
mentrat'the inn in the suburbs. He received me with testi-
monies of joy, and assured me that the Queen’s impatience to

* Coxe's Travels, vol. v. p. 115. *“I received this eneccdote,” writes Arch-
deacon Coxe, ** from a person at Zell who had more than once overheard this affecting
scene.” '
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converse with me, on the subject of my mission to England,
would not allow her to postpone it beyond the same after-
noon.”—“According to the directions,” adds Wraxall, “ given
me by Seckendorf, I quitted the ‘ Sand Krug,’ on hearing the
castleclock strike the hour of four, wrapped in my great
coat, and walked to the drawbridge. In the great quad-
rangle I found Mantel. He led me nearly round the castle,
through private passages ; and, openitig the door of a reom
into which he admitted me, he left me alone. It was a
spacious apartment, the windows of whick commanded a
view over the gardens of the castle; and I had scarcely
leisure to cast my eye round, when the Queen entered
without any attendant. My interview with her lasted till
near a quarter past, s8ix, during all which time we stood in
the embrasure of one of the windows. As I had then an
opportunity of closely examining her countenance and per-
son, it being broad daylight, I shall add a few words on
that subject. Her charms consisted principally in her youth
and embonpoint. Like the King, her brother, she betrayed
a hurry in her articulation, when agitated or eager; but
which peculiarity rather augmented, than diminished, her -
attractions. Her manners were very ingratiating—noble, -
yet calculated to win those who approached her. Indeed,
towards me, who was engaged, at the hazard of my life, in
endeavours to replace her on the throne, it was natural that
she should express much good-will and condescension.” *
On the 22nd of March 1775, Wraxall, furnished with
fresh credentials, paid another and last visit to Zell. Om
this occasion he was smuggled into the castle at night.
“I set out,” he writes, * before eight, at which hour Mantel
engaged to meet me. The weather was most tempestuous,
accompanied with rain, and such darkness as rendered it
difficult to discern any object. When I got to the draw-

* Wraxall's Posthumous Memoira of his own Time, vol, i. pp. $98—400,
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bridge, no valet appeared; and a few moments afterwards
the guard, being relieved, passed close to me. Wrapped in
my great coat, I waited, not without considerable anxiety. .
At length Mantel arrived. He said not a word, but, cover-
ing me all over with his large German cloak, and holding
an umbrella over our heads, he led me in silence through
the arch, into the area of the castle, from whence he con-
ducted me to the Queen’s library. There he left me,
exhorting me to patience, it being uncertain at what hour
her Majesty would quit her company, The room was
lighted up, and the book-cases opened. In about thirty
minutes the Queen entered the apartment. She was
elegantly dressed in crimson satin, and either had, or im-
pressed me as having, an air of majesty, mingled with con-
descension, altogether unlike an ordinary woman of condi-
tion, Qur interview lasted nearly two hours.’—*“ When
ready to leave me,” adds Wraxall, “she opened the door,
but retained it a minute in her hand, as if willing to protract
her stay. She never perhaps looked more engaging than
on that night, in that attitude, and in that dress. Her
countenance, animated with the prospect of her approaching
emancipation from Zell—which was in fact only a refuge
and an exile—and anticipating her restoration to the throne
of Denmark, was lighted up with smiles, and she appeared
to be in the highest health. Yet, if futurity could have been
unveiled to us, we should have seen behind the door, which
she held in her hands, the ‘fell anatomy,” as ¢ Censtance’
calls him, already raising his dart to strike her. Within
seven weeks from that day she yielded her last breath,” *
Charitable as Caroline Matilda was to the poor, and kind,
considerate, and affable, as she was, to every one who

* Posthumous Memoirs, vol. {. pp. 406—8.
“Then with & passion would I shake the world,
And rouss from sleep that fell anatomy.”
King Jokn. Act. 8. 8o 4.
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approached her person, it was only natural that her unex-
pected and alarming illness should create a deep sensation
at the small court ‘of which she was the idolized mistress.
" In the earlier stages, however, of her malady, she alone
" appears to have entertained a presentiment that her end was
approaching.  Since the month of October,” she ob-
served to her physician Leyser, ¢ you have twice extricated
me from very dangerous indispositions, but this exceeds
your skill. I’know I am not withix the help of medicine.” *
So great became the violence of her disorder, that her pulse
beat one hundred and thirty-one strokes to the minute, and
before she expired it was found impossible to count them.
Yet, notwithstanding her sufferings, which were excruciating,
she manifested a patience, and a solicitude for the ladies who
tended her, which endeared her still more to those who
survived her. She preserved her senses and speech to the
last; expressing, almost with her dying breath, her complete
forgiveness of those by whom she had been persecuted and
calumniated.t

Thus, on the 10th of May 1775, at the early age of
twenty-three, died Queen Caroline Magilda, the fair and
high-spirited sister of George the Third. Her remains rest -
in the great church at Zell, in the same vault, and side by
side, with those of the no less accomplished and unfortunate
Princess, her ancestress, Sophia Dorothea. §

A few words only remain to be said, in regard to the
nature of. the intercourse which existed between Caroline
Matilda and Struensee. Notwithstanding the powerful
evidence of criminality which exists, there have been
persons who strenuously and chivalrously maintain the
innocence of the ill-fated wife of Christian the Seventh.
For instance, conclusive as the confession of Struensee
would seem to be, it has been argued that his nature

* Annual Register for 1776, Part 3, p. 4. t Ivid. .

I Wraxall's Memoirs of the Courts of Berlin, &e., vol. i. p. 46, Third Edition.

F_
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was notoroiusly pusillanimous, and consequently that, in
all probability, his asseveration of the Queen’s guilt had been
wrung from him, either by the fear of torture, or in the
expectation of saving his life, But the admission, made by
Struensee in his prison-room, he had afterwards ample oppor-
tunity of retracting on the scaffold, and of that opportunity
he failed to avail himself. . He- died, be it remembered, a
penitent and self-abasing Christian, and accordingly, when
the awful moment arrived, in which persistence in a
hideous lie could avail him nothing in this world, and
threatened him with eternal punishment in the next, it
seems inconceivable that he should have allowed himself
to pass to the presence of his Maker, without having made
some atonement to an innocent woman whom he had cruelly
and basely maligned, and whom his continued reserve would
in all probability involve in his fate? On the contrary, to
the excellent clergyman, Dr. Munter, who attended him to
the last, he more than once solemnly insisted upon the truth
of his former statements. *

But, though we may be unwilling to give credence to
most of the pleas adduced by the apologists of Caroline
Matilda, there is one, it must be admitted, which, resting as
it does on the authority of M. Roques, who, as pastor of the
French Protestant Church at Zell, attended the Queen on

* Dr. Munter, shortly after Struensee’s exccution, published an account of his
conversion to Christianity, in a Narrative to which Sir James Mackintosh awards
high praise, as *‘a perfect model of the manner in which a person circumstanced
like Struensee, ought to be trested by & kind and considerste Minister of religion,”
Sir J. Mackintosk’s Mise. Works, vol. ii. p. 307. The ** Narrative™ was reprinted by
the learned and Reverend Thomas Rennell, B.D., F.R.5., in 1824, It has been sug-
gested by Sir James Mackintosh, that *‘as Dr. Munter's narrative was published
under the eye of the Queen’s oppressors, they might have caused the confessions of
Struenaee to be inserted in it by their own agents, without the consent, perhaps with-
out the knowledge, of Munter.” Immediately afterwards, however, the charitable
assumption is half demolished. ¢ It must be confessed,” adds Sir James, “*that
internal evidence does not favour this hypothesis, for the passages of the Narrative,
which contain the avowsls of Struenses, have a striking appearance of genuine-
ness.” Miss, Works, vol ii. p. 400. See Dr. Munter's ** Narrative of the Con-
vorsion and Death of Count Struenses ; Printed for C. and F. Rivington ;" @nd

Edition, 1526.
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her deathbed, is certainly deserving of respectful considera-
tion. “ Almost every day,” said M. Roques, *Queen
Matilda used to send for me to read or converse with her,
or still oftener to consult me.respecting the poor of my
district, whom she desired to relieve. During the last days of
her life, I became still more assiduous in my visits, and I was
with her till just before she drew her last breath. Though
very feeble in body, she had preserved all her presence of
mind. After I had recited to her the prayer for the dying,
‘M. Roques,’ said she, in a voice that seemed to recover
strength in the effort, ‘I am going to appear béfore God.
I now protest that I am innocent of the guilt imputed to me,
and that Inever was unfaithful to my husband.” In all my
conversations with the Queen, she had never, until that
moment, alluded in the most distant manner to the charges
brought against her”* In addition to this remarkable
statement, no slight interest was excited, a year or two since,
by the publication of a letter, purporting to have been
written by Caroline Matilda, in her dying hours, to her
brother, King George the Third, containing the most solemn
asseverations of her innocence. *Ohd” the letter pro-
ceeds, ““ that it might please the Almighty to convince the -
world, after my death, that I did not deserve any of the
frightful accusations by which the calumnies of my enemies
stained my character, wounded my heart, traduced my
honour, and trampled on my dignity. Sire! believe your
dying sister—a Queen, and even more, a Christian—who
would gaze with terror on the other world, if her last
confession were a falsehood. I die vnllmgly ; for the
unhappy bless the tomb.” 1

* Memoires de M. Falckenakiold, Officier Général dans le Service de 5. M.
Danoise, p. 235, quoted by Earl Stanhope in his Hist. of England, vol. v. p. 467.
Falckenskiold, who was invelved in the ruin of Struensee, and who in consequence
auffered four years' imprisonment in the fortresa of Munkholm, on & rock opposite
Drontheim, died at Lansanie in September 1820, in the eighty-third year of-his age.

+ Life of Caroline Matilda Queen of Denmark, by Sir C. ¥, Lascelles Wraxall,
Bart., vol. iii. pp. 252, 253.
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This “ conclusive” document—as we are told by the most
recent biographer of Queen Caroline Matilda, Sir Lascelles
Wraxall—was placed at his disposal by the Duchess of
Augustenburg, who was permitted, by the late King of
Hanover, to transcribe it from the original document, pre-
served among the royal archivesin that kingdom.  Neverthe-
less, high as thls authority appears to be, the document would
seem to be of most questionable authorlty Having some
reason to doubt its verity, the author applied for information
on the subject to his Excellency Count Kielmansegge, through
whose kindness he has been favoured with the following
communication, derived from the most credible official
authority in Hanover “In the royal Hanoverian Archives
there is not the letter alluded to of the late Queen Caroline
Mathilde of Danemark. Solely, the Royal Musewm contains
a printed.copy of a letter, pretending to be written by the
said late Queen on her death-bed to her royal brother, King
George the Third of Great Britain, and it is presumed that
the Ducliess of Augustenburg was permitted, by the late
King Ernest Augustus’ Majesty, to take a copy of this
printed copy, now in the Family Museumm. Forwarding to
you another copy of this printed letter, I feel it my duty to
acquaint you further, that the well-informed officers of the
Royal Archives are strongly impressed of the opinion,
that the said late Queen did never write, nor could write,
on her death-bed such a letter, and that the pretended letter
of her Majesty is nothing but the work of one of her friends
in England, written after her death and then translated.
The history of her Majesty’s last illness and of her death is
here well known, and excludes almost the possibility of
her writing and forwarding such a letter to her royal
brother.” *

* To the Baron Von Malortio, Minister and Chamberlain to H. M. the Kiné of
Hanover, the author begs to return his best thanks for his kindness and courtesy in
causing him to be supplisd with a copy of the disputed letter of the Queen of Den.
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The year 1772 was rife with domestic calamities to George
~ the Third. He was still enduring the pain and mortification,
occasioned by the misfortunes and tainted reputation of his
sister, the Queen of Denmark, when death robbed him of
his last surviving parent, the much-abused Princess of
Wales. “The news of the death of the Princess of Wales,”
writes Sir Robert M. Keith, then British Minister at Copen-
hagen, * affected me sincerely. You all know how much I
thought myself honoured by the good opinion of that
Princess, who I am firmly persuaded possessed as many
intrinsic good qualities, and as much affability of temper, as
any lady in Europe. The distresses of our worthy sovereign
are indeed manifold ; and if ever King deserved the tender
affections of his subJects as well as their obedience, we may
safely say without flattery that he is that King.” *

The death of the Princess took place at Carlton House on
the 8th of February 1772, in the fifty-third year of her age.
She had suffered deep distress from the misconduct and
foolish marriage of her son, the Duke of Cumberland; and,
more recently, the disgrace and deposition of her youngest
daughter not only plunged her into stijl severer affliction,
but are saild to have hastened her end. Even her-
arch-maligner, Walpole, admits that her fortitude during
her long and agonising illness was “invincible.”—* She
could swallow,” he writes, * but with great difficulty, and
not enough to maintain life long. At times, her sufferings,
and her struggles to hide them, were so much beyond her
. strength that she frequently fainted and was thought dead :
yet would she not allow she was ill, even to her children;
nor would she suffer a single physician or surgeon to inspect

mark, as wall as with the information given in the text. Sir Lascelles Wraxall seems
not to have been aware that the letter reforred to had already appeared in print,
in the Times newspaper of January 27, 1852, from whence it was transferred to
the pages of Notes and Queriss, vol. vi. p. 505, firat Series.

* Memoirs and Correspondence of Sir Robert M. Keitli, K.B., vol. L p. 258,
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her throat, trusting herself solely o a German page who
had some medical knowledge ; and. going out to take the
air long after it was expected that she would dje in her
coach.” * Almost up to the hour of her dissolution, not one
of her children—not even her eldest daughter, the Duchess
of Brunswick, who was constantly with her—could -perceive
that she entertained any apprehension of her danger. Yet
she could scarcely have been in ignorance of her real condi-.
tion. “ She had existed,” writes Walpole, “on cordials
alone for ten days, from the time she had received the fatal
news from Denmark, and died before she could hear agein
from her daughter.” The King appears to have been unre-
mitting in his attentions to his mother during her last illness ;
attending her every evening with the Queen at eight o’clock ;
and, on the night before she died, when her end was evi-
dently drawing near, anticipating his visit by an hour, on
pretence that he had mistaken the time. Feeble, however,
2s she was, and excruciating as was her disorder, a cancer in
the breast ; notwithstanding, moreover, that she had been
seized with convulsions in the course of the day, she not
only arose and dressed herself to receive the King and Queen,
but detained them in conversation with her for four hours. {
On parting with them, she even expressed an opinion that
she should pass a tranquil night. Before morning, however,
it became evident, not only to her attendants but to herself,
‘that her end was rapidly approaching. A short time before
she expired, she inquired of her physician how long he
considered she might live? Perceiving that he hesitated to
answer the question—*'It is no matter,” she added, “ for I
have nothing to say, nothing to do, and nothing to leave.”
At six o’clock in the morning she expired without a groan.
“The calmness and composure of her death,” writes Bishop

* Walpole's Reign of George 8, val. iv. p. 855
+ Walpole's Letters, vol. v. p. 874. Ed. 1857,
1 Mrs, Carter's Letters, vol. iv. p. 51 ; Annual Register for 1772, p. 73
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Newton, ‘“ were further proofs and attestations of the good-
ness of her life ; and she died, as she had lived, beloved and
lamented most by those who knew her best.” *

Detested as the Princess was by the English nation, on
account of her political conduct, and blamable as were
the narrow-minded principles on which she educated her
children, there can be little doubt that the praise of
Bishop Newton was not undeserved. It was much to her
credit that, after the death of her husband, Prince Fre-
derick, the large debts which he left were dlscha.rged by
her out of her annual income, without any application for aid
to Parliament, or even to the King, her son. Still more
creditable to her were her munificent acts of private charity.
No less a sum than ten thousand a year was expended by
her, in pensions to meritorious individuals and in the support
of indigent families, few of whom, it is said, were made
aware, till after her death, of the name of their benefactress.}
It may be mentioned, as a pleasing instance of her kindness
of heart, that she rented a house ‘on Kew Green, for the
express purpose of sheltering such aged and infirm servants,
as had served her long and faithfully. jThus mumﬁcently
did she expend the libera.l income bestowed upon her by the -
people of England! Thus, too, is explained the expression—
which she made use of in her dying moments, that she had

“ pothing to leave ;" a statement which would seem to have
been literally true,

On the 1st of July 1774, died at Holland House, Ken-
sington, in the sixty-ninth year of his age, Henry Foxz Lord
Holland. * Lord Holland,” writes Walpole to Mann on the
15th of May, “ drags on a wretched life, and Lady Holland

_is dying of a cancer.”  Yet, though labouring under many
afflictions, his genial humour sparkled to the last. He was

* Bishop Newton's Life of Hima.elf, ‘Works, vol. i, p. 188.
+ Ibid. wol. L p. 133,
I Walpole's Letters, vol, vi. p. 85. Ed, 1857,
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on his death-bed, it is said, when he was told that George
Selwyn—* whose passion,” to use the words of his friend
Walpole, was “to see coffins, and corpses and execu-
tions ’ *—had called to inquire after his health. *The
next time,” he said, “that Mr. Selwyn calls, show him up :
if I am alive, I shall be delighted to see him; if I am
dead, he will be glad to see me.” ¥ Lady. Holland survived
her husband only twenty-three days.

* Walpole's Letters, vol, ii. p. 222, Edition, 1857.
% Selwyn Corresp., vol. i. p. b.
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CHAPTER XXVII.

Children of George I11.—Domestic lifs of the Royal Family at Kew—The King’a
habits of business—Temperance—Parsonal courage—Moral qualities—Mistakes
in political policy—Pleasantry of his manner—S3ense of hisreligions obligations—
Bespect for Dissenters—The Primate rebuked —Lancaster and Popular Edu-
cation—The King's protection of agriculture aund literature—His interconrse
with eminent literary men—Wilkes and Franklin on the character of George I1L.

In the affections of his Queen, and in the society of his
young and rapidly increasing family, the King found no
slight compensation for the loss of his remaining parent
and the misconduct of his brothers and sister. Before the
spring of 1774, Queen Charlotte, though only in her thir-
tieth year, had given birth to no fewer than ten children;
including, in addition to those whose births have already
been recorded, Aungustus Frederick, afterwards Duke of
Sussex, born on the 27th of January 1773, and Adolphus
Frederick, afterwards Duke of Cambridge, born on the 24th
of February 1774. The children whom, subsequently to
that date, she bore her husband were the Princess Mary,
afterwards Duchess of Gloucester, born 25th April 1776 ;
the Princess Sophia, born- 3rd November 1777; Prince
Octavius, born 23rd February 1779 ; Prince Alfred, born
22nd September 1780; and the Princess Amelia, born
7th August 1783.

From the pen of one who was professedly connected with
the Court we have an interesting picture, sketched in the
summer of 1775, of the domestic life and habits of George the
Third and his Queen, when resident at Kew. * Their ma-

jesties rise at six in the moring, and enjoy the two succeeding
VOL. 1L . 2
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hours in a manner which they call their own. At eight, the
Prince of Wales, the Bishop of Osnaburg,* the Princess
Royal, and the Princes William and Edward, are brought from
their respective apartments, to breakfast with their illus-
trious parents. At nine, the younger children attend, to lisp
or smile their good morrows ; and whilst the five eldest are
closely applying to their tasks, the-little ones and their
nurses pass the whole morning in Richmond gardens. The
King and Queen frequently amuse themselves with sitting
in the room while the children dine, and,-once a week,
attended by the whole offspring in pairs, make the lLittle
delightful tour of Richmond gardens. Im the afternoon,
while the Queen works, the King reads to her. In the
evening all the children again pay their duty at Kew
House before they retire to bed, and the same order is
observed through each returning day. The sovereign is
the father of his family, Not a grievance reaches his
knowledge that remains unredressed, nor a character of
merit or ingenuity disregarded, so that his private conduct
must be allowed to be no less exemplary than it is truly
amiable. Exercise, air, and light diet, are the grand fun-
damentals in the King’s idea of health. His Majesty feeds
chiefly on vegetables, and drinks but little wine. The
Queen is what many private gentlewomen would call whim-
sically abstemious; for, at a table covered with dainties,
she prefers the plainest and simplest dish, and seldom eats
of more than two things at a meal. Her wardrobe is
changed every three months; and while the nobility are
eager to supply themselves with foreign trifles, her care is
that nothing but what is English shall be provided for her
wear,” T

* The King's second son, Frederick, had not yet been created Doke of York, He
woa therefore called after his title of Bishop of Omuburg, to which seo he had been
eloctod on the 27th February 1764, when only six months old.

4 ¢ Sketch of their Majesties’ domestic life at Kew during the Summier Sanson
dnnval Register for 1775, part 8, p. 1.
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Among those who, about this period, were afforded favour-
able opportunities of passing judgment on the character and
conduct of the Court, was Dr. Newton, Bishop of Bristol,
who, in consequence of almost uninterrupted ill health, had
been compelled to take up his residence at Kew, in prefer-
. ence to the unwholesome atmosphere which surrounded his
Deanery residence at St. Paul’s, “It was an additional
pleasure,” he writes, “to see and hear 50 much more of the
King and Queen in their privacies ; of their conjugal happi-
ness and of their domestic virtues, whick, the nearer they
are beheld, appear greater and more amiable, and are a
shining patterm to the very best of their subjects,”. Rarely
during the winter months was the venerable prelate well
enough to risk quitting the house, yet once, he tells us, on
“a fine warm day in December, when the wind was south,”
he availed himself of the opportunity which it gave him of
paying his respects to his Sovereign. “Ah!”™ said the
King to him; ‘3 visit from you in December! I did not
expect to see you till May,” *

The old palace of Kew—with its delightful gardens and
its crowd of agreeable local associationss-is still an object of
interest and curiosity to thousands. It should be borme in-
mind, however, that the present palace is not the same
structure which, in the days of Frederick, Prince of Wales,
was known as Kew House, and which, after the death of
his widow, when it had become the residence of George
the Third, was distinguished as the Queen’s Lodge. The
“ Queen's Lodge,”. no vestige of which now remains, stood
opposite to the present red-brick mansion ; the two edifices
having in former days been separated by a public carriage-
road which ran from Kew Green to Brentford Ferry, Then,
and long after the divergence of the ferry-road, the present
palace was known indifferently as the Prince’s House and

* Bishop Nowton’s Life of Himself, Works, vol. L p. 133,
D2
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the Royal Nursery; names which it successively derived
from the Prince of Wales and other children of George the
Third having been reared within its walls. After the
demolition of the Queen’s Lodge, which commenced in
1802, the present mansion became the occasional residence
of George the Third and his consort. *

As we have already observed, the gardens of Kew House
are replete with interesting associations, It was in the cool
shade of its shrubberies that the frivolous Frederick Prince
of Wales listened to the brilliant wit of Chesterfield and Pul-
teney. Here he might be seen exhibiting his flower-beds to
Pope, or listening to the scandal and gossip of Bubb Doding-
ton ; and, lastly, it was along these walks that he was induced
to hearken to the insidious reasonings of Bolingbroke and
Sir William Wyndham, by whom he was only too easily
persuaded that Sir Robert Walpole was the wickedest
of Ministers and his own father the weakest of Kings.
Here, at other times, the Prince might be seen retiring
into the more “gloomy alleys” with Lady Middlesex;
while, in the more frequented walks, and at a respectful
distance from them, strolled side by side his neglected
Princess and Lord Bute; the former listening with satis-
faction to the pompous compliments paid her by the
favourite, and occasionally glancing, with perhaps too
much complacency, on the proportions of his exquisitely
turned leg. In these walks it was, that Bute first infused

’

* A viow of **Eew House,” or rather of the *‘ Queen's Lodge,” forma a vignette to
the Works.and Correspondence of the Rev, James Bradley, The building had been
many years in the possession of the Capel family when, about the year 1730, a long
lense of it was taken by Frederick, Prince of Wales, the fee of which was afterwarda
purchased by George the Third of Elizabeth, Countess Dowager of Essex. It was not
till the year 1781 that the present palace was bonght by the King in trust for Queen
Charlotte.  Lysons's Environs of London, vol. 1. pp. 150—~2; The Rev, Jamss
Bradley's Works, Memoir prefized, p. xv., Oxford 15832, and MS. information. The
Acts of Porliament 6 George 8, cap. 72, and 25 George 3, cap. 41, contain some curious
information relating to the iraportant altekations which have been made in this
interesting neighbourhood, consequent on the\King earrying out his fuvourite project
of uniting the pleasure groundas of Richmond with those of Kew.
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into the youthful mind of George the Third those Uto-
-plan and pernicious doctrines which subsequently proved
so detrimental to the well-being of his subjects, as well as
to his own. Here, the young Prince was residing when he
received the unexpected intelligence of the death of his
grandfather, Here, at a later period, his Queen might be
seen watering her exotic plants, or feeding her favourite
animals in her menagerie. These glades are the same that
witnessed the youthful gambols, and resounded to the
merry laughter, of that promising and beautiful race of
which George the Third was the sire. Within these
pleasure-grounds it was that he himself had spent most of
the happiest hours of his life; and, lastly, here, on a site
now covered with the gayest of fiower-beds, he was pros-
trated by ten of those dreadful weeks of insanity which
visited him in the winter of 1788 and 1789. '

But, though the palace which witnessed the earlier joys
and sorrows of George the Third has passed away for ever,
the present palatial residence is not without many inte-
resting associations. 'When, many years since, the author
wandered through the forsaken apardments of the old
palace at Kew, he found it apparently in precisely the’
same condition as when George the Third made it his
summer-residence and when Queen Charlotte expired within
its walls. There were still to be seen, distinguished by
their simple furniture and bed-curtains of white dimity,
the different sleeping-rooms of the unmarried Princesses,
with their several names inscribed over the doors of each.
There were still pointed out to him the easy chair in which
Queen Charlotte had breathed her last ; the old harpsichord
which had once belonged to Handel, and on which George
the Third occasionally amused himself with playing; his
walking-stick ; his accustomed chair; the backgammon-board
on which he used to play with his equerries, and, lastly, the
small apartment in which the pious monarch was accus-.
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tomed to offer up his prayers and thanksgivings. In that
apartment was formerly to be seen a relic of no small
interest,—the private prayer-book of George the Third, In
the prayer which is used during the Session of Parlia-
ment, the King with his own hand had obliterated the
words * our most religious and gracious King,” and- had
substituted for them * a most miserable sinner.” .

The sons and daughters of George the Third seem, with-
out an exception, to have taken a lively and lasting interest
in the home of their childhood; a circumstance to which it
is probably owing that, till the death of King William the
Fourth, and the passing away of the generation to which he
belonged, the interior of the old palace continued to retain
so many of the distinctive features of the past, When,
" however, some time after the death of that monarch, the

author again made a pilgrimage to the spot, the gendus loct
"had taken its flight for ever. The apartments had been
stripped of their old-fashioned furniture ; the walls of their
pictures, and the library of its books. With the exception
of Handel’s harpsichord, the chair in which Queen Charlotte
bad expired, and some ill-painted portraits, which had been
consigned to the garrets, of forgotten equerries and other
royal favourites, the old edifice presented as denuded and
comfortless an aspect as can well be imagined, The library
alone, once a favourite apartment with George the Thixd,
indicated, by its vacant book-shelves, the uses to which it had
been formerly put. With this small apartment a trifling,
yet not uninteresting story is connected. The King was
one day siiting in it alone, when, the fire getting low, he
summoned the page in waiting, and desired him to fetch
some coals. The attendant, it seems, instead of promptly
obeying the King’s commands, rang the bell for the footman
whose province it was to perform this menial office, and who
happened to be a man advanced in years. The King’s
rebuke to the page was characteristic of the right-minded
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monarch. Desiring the attendant to conduct him to the
place where the coals were kept, he took up the scuttle,
and carrying it himself to the library, threw some of its
contents on the fire, Then, handing the coal-scuttle to the
attendant, he said—* Never ask an old man to do what
you are so much better able to do yourself.”” *

Not only was George the Third of a naturally vigorous
constitution, but the rigorous system of abstinence and
bodily exercise, which he had early adopted, seemed to pro-
mise him a long life of uninterrupted health. The fact,
indeed, is rather a remarkable one, that from the period of
“his mysterious malady in 1765, till he was temporarily
afflicted by insanity in 1788, there was apparently not a
single Council, Levee, nor Drawing-room, at which he
had been prevented by indisposition from being present.
His powers of enduring fatigue were remarkable. For
instance, after breakfasting at Windsor, it was a common
practice with him to mount his horse, and, however
unfavourable might be the state of the weather, to ride the
whole way to Buckingham House, From thence he might
be seen proceeding in a sedan-chair toaySt. James's Palace,
where he had to undergo the long and tedious ceremony of
a levee; his custom being to converse, or, at all events, to
exchange words of recognition, with every individual who
formed one of the royal circle. After the levee, the King
generally attended a meeting of the Privy Council, or gave an
audience to his Ministers ; his only refreshment during the
course of the day being usually a cup of tea and a slice of
bread and butter, which his engagements frequently com-

* This, and other traits connected with the domestic life of George IIL., wused
to be related by an old female attendant who conducted the occasional visitor
aver the now forsaken palace of Kow. She had not only been an especial favourits
with her royal master end mistress, but, to the last, she used to be honoured with
visits, and with kind romembrances in the shape of annual Christmaa presents, by
their surviving children, moat of whom had retained an affectionate fecling for her
aince their infancy. See *“A Day at Eew,”in *Gleanings in Natural History,”
third Series, p. 220, by Edward Jesse.
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pelled him to partake of, standing. At five o’clock, or
perhaps at a later hour, he entered his coach, and returned
to a late meal at Windsor. He was fond of horses was in
the habit of paying an early visit to his stables ; was a good
rider, and sat a horse admirably, “Do you see my horse?”
he once asked of Lord Winchelsea; *I have had him twenty
years, and he is good now, Do you know the secret? I'll
tell it you. I know his worth, and I treat him accord-
ingly.” *

The excellent health which the King long enjoyed, as
well as his exemption from the obesity which was constitu-
tional in his family, was once, in the course of a conversation®
with Lord Mansfield, attributed by him to the following
circumstance. He happened, he said, to pay a visit to his
. uncle, the Duke of Cumberland, not long before the death of
that celebrated man, when the conversation furned upon
the Duke’s increased corpulency, It was a constitutional
infirmity, remarked his royal highness, from which his
majesty, on reaching middle age, could scarcely expect to be
absolved. Temperance and abstinence, he said, were the
best remedies, and, if neglected, he added—“ Depend upon
it, ir, that nothmg can prevent your Majesty growing to
my size.” Such was the effect produced by these words
upon the King’s mind, that, as he assured Lord Mansfield,
from that moment he formed the resolution of checking
his tendency to obesity, by inuring himself to habits of the
strictest temperance.f Many years afterwards, in the course
of an interesting conversation, at which the authoress of
Evelina was present, we find the King congratulating himself
on the excellent health which he enjoyed, and attributing it
to his rigid adherence to the wholesome rules which he had
formerly prescribed for himself. *The fault,” he said, “ of

* Annual Register for 1820, pp. 707, 708.
+ Wraxall's Hist. Memoirs, vol. ii. pp. §—9.
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his constitution was a tendency to excessive faf, which,
however, he kept in order by the most vigorous exercise,
and by the strictest attention to a simple diet.” One of the
company, Mrs, Delany, commending him for his remarkable
- forbearance—* No, no; ” he said, “it is no virtue; I only
prefer eating plain and lLittle, to growing diseased and
infirm.”* No one could be more simple in his tastes as
well as habits; yet, when the time and occasion required it,
he ever upheld the kingly dlgmty with becoming state and
magnificence.

The King’s personal eourage even his bitterest enemies
have never called in question, In the hour of peril and
of trial it never forsook him. On many memorable occa-
sions—such for instance as when, in 1769, the Duke of
Grafton stood by his side in the royal closet at St. James’s
trembling at the yells and menaces of the mob—such as
when, in 1786, the blade of Margaret Nicholson’s knife
bent upon his breast—and, lastly, when the bullets from
Hadfleld’s pistol whistled over his head at the theatre
in 1800—he exhibited a composure, and an apparently
utter disregard for danger, which surprised even those who
were best acquainted, with the constitutional intrepidity
of his nature. That, if circumstances had required it,
the King would have girded on his sword and fought
at the head of his subjects, is a fact sufficiently well
established. Both when Great Britain was threatened
with invasion by France in 1779, and again, under similar
circumstances, at the commencement of the present cen-
tury, the King had fully made up his mind to take.the
command of his' troops and to encounter the invading
army in person, Well might Lord George Germaine
write’ to Sir Henry Clinton on the occasion of the former
alarming crisis—* The King's magnanimity is not to be

* Diary and Lotters of Madame D’ Arblay, vol. ii. p. 373.
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shaken by the nearness of danger.” * He was in the
habit, at one period of his reign, of receiving numerous
anonymous communications, some of them actually threaten-
ing his life, and others warning him of the danger of riding
out on particular days and on certain roads. Not only,
however, did he freat such warnings with contempt, but
he even took a pleasure, it is said, in selecting for his
day’s ride the very road which he had been espe-
cially recommended to avoid. “I am aware,” he said,
“that, considering the little care I take of my person,
. whoever chooses to sacrifice his own life may deprive
me of mine. I only hope, however, that whoever may
attempt it, may not do it in a brutal and barbarous-
manner.”

Neither was the moral and political courage of George
the Third less conspicuous than his personal fearlessness.
His enemies, indeed, have thought proper to denounce
his firmness of character as mere obstinacy; nor can
it perhaps be denied that he sometimes clung rather too
tenaciously to such opinions as he had once deliberately
formed. When Nicholls, the author of the * Recollections,”
once asked Charles Fox whether it was not possible to
conciliate his Sovereign—* No,” was Fox's reply, “it is
impossible ; no man can gain the King.,” f Nevertheless, his
firmness often shone forth to advantage, both to himself and to
his subjects.- * George the Third,” said Liord Eldon, * was a~
man of firm mind, with whom one had pleasure in acting.
He was very slow in forming his opinion ; very diligent in
procuring every information on the subject; but, once con-
vinced, he would act with the most unflinching firmness.”
In awarding this peculiar praise to his royal master, Lord
" Eldon quoted, in illustration of his remarks, the King's beau-

* Earl Stanhope's History o)\ England, vol. vi. p. 407.
% Nicholls' Recollections of the Reign of George 3, vol. i, p. 800, 2nd Edition,
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tifol saying, when pressed to give his consent to Roman
Catholic Emancipation. *“I can give ‘up my crown,
and retire from power. I can quit my palace and live
in a cottage. I can lay my head on a block and lose my life;
but I can mot break my Coronation QOath.’** A fear of
incurring responsibility, too often a weakness even 1in the
characters of the bravest and the best, was unquestionably
not one of the short-comings of George the Third, The more
tempestuous the political horizon, the firmer the high-spirited
monarch stood at his post, and the less inclination he showed
to shift either danger or odium from his own shoulders to
those of others. The steady support which he extended to
Lord Bute, when that nobleman was in the height of his
unpopularity ; his unflinching protection of the Duke of
Grafton during the formidable tumults in 1769 ; and, lastly,
the great responsibility which he took upon himself when,
during the disgraceful *Protestant riots™ in 1780, he
opposed the military to the mob, afford sufficient evidence -
of his high moral as well as per_sona.l courage. Had he
been Charles the First, instead of George the Third, he would
never have abandoned the Earl of Strafford to his fate ; nor,
bad he been in the situation of George the Second, would
he ever have forsaken Sir Robert Walpole. To use his
own remarkable words written to Lord North on the 19th
" of May 1778—“He [Sir Robert] had firmly for twenty
years withstood a strong Opposition. The Crown deserted
him, and his enemies came into office.”” t

Indeed a more high-spirited man, as well as a more
thorough Englishma.n at heart, than Geeorge the Third, existed
riot throughout his dominions. A speech which he made to
Mr. Jackson, when employed as British Envoy at Copen-
hagen in 1807, used to be related by the late Lord Eldon as
a pleasing instance of the King's high spirit. Previously

* Twiss's Life of Lord Fldon, vol. ii. p. 368.
+ Lord Brougham's Statesmen of the Time of George 8, vol. i. p. 118,
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to the celebrated bombardment of that city by Admiral
Lord Gambier, Jackson had been sent to wait upon the
Prince Regent of Denmark, with a proposition that the
Danish fleet should be surrendered up for a season to the
British Admiral, in order to prevent its falling into the
hands*of the French. Jackson having, on his return. to
England, been presented to George the Third, and having
related to him the result of his mission, the King abruptly
inquired of him whether the Danish Prince had granted
him the audience, upstairs or down? Jackson replying
that it was in an apartment on the ground floor—*I am
glad of it;” said his Majesty; “I am glad of it for your
own sake; for if the Prince had had half the spirit of
George the Third, he would have infallibly kicked you
down stairs,” This anecdote was. related to Lord Eldon by
the King himself.*

The political errors of George the Third may have been
many ; his prejudices may occasionally have been deep-
rooted, and the public measures which he approved may
at times have been opposed to the interests of his people.
These, however, were the faults, not of & corrupt heart,
but of a Warped judgment and a defective educatiod, and
are therefore not incompatible with that inflexible upnght~
ness of character, which distingunished him in every relation
of public, as well as private life. The great object of
bis existence was to do what was right. He was in the
noblest sense of the word an honest man, His love of
his country was equalled only by his firmness and his
love of truth. To Lord Chatham we find him writing in
May 1767—* My spirits, I thank Heaven, want no rous-
ing. My love to my country, as well as what I owe to
my own character and to my family, prompt me not to
yield to faction. Though none of my Ministers stand by

* Twise's Life of Eldon, vol. ii. p. 60.
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me, I cannot truckle.”* In his strong sense of justice ;
in the sedulous pains which he tock to acquaint himself
with the wants and interests of his people, and in the
anxiety which he showed to alleviate the one and to advance
the other, he certainly exhibited kingly virtues of no mean
order. “I can scarcely conceive,” writes the Republican
Franklin, “a King of better dispositions, of more exemplary
virtues, or more truly desirous of promoting the welfare of
his subjects "t

The King’s good faith, his high sense of honour, and
his solemn regard for truth, have seldom been called in
question. For instance, after his several recoveries from
those dreadful aberrations of intellect with which it was
the will of the Almighty to afflict him, he ever sedulously
. endeavoured to recollect any promises he might have made
previously to the derangement of his mental faculties, and
was always no less punctiliously exact in performing them.
He may have conceived too lofty a notion of the royal
prerogative ; he may have been too eager and zealous in
defending what he regarded as his legitimate rights; but,
on the other hand, the solemn impgrtance which he
attached to his coronation ocath would at all times have
prevented his making any deliberate encroachments on the
rights and liberties of his people. *The King,” said Lord
North, * would live on bread and water ta preserve the Con-
stitution of this country. He would sacrifice his life to main-
tain it inviolate.”

Of the higher branches of political economy, of the
statistics of law and commerce, and of the grand principles
of Colonial and Foreign policy, the King appears to have
acquired neither a deep knowledge nor very enlightened
views. But, on the other hand, by a constant and unwearied
attention to public affairs, he had made himself thoroughly

* Chatham Corresp., vol. iii. p. 261.
+ Franklin's Corresp., vol. vii. p. 440. Ed. 1840,



46 ' MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND

conversant with the working of domestic politics, with the
characters and capacity of public men, and with the mode of
transacting business in the various offices of the State.
“ Being far from deficient,” writes Lord Brougham, “in natural
quickness, and the more regularly industrious because of his
habitually temperate life, he made himself thoroughly master
of all the ordinary details of business ; insomuch, that a high
authority * has ascribed to him a more thorough knowledge
of the duties” of each several department of the State than
any other man ever possessed.” Again, Lord Brougham
observes—* The correspondence which he carried on with
his confidential servants during the ten most critical years of
his life T lies before us, and it proves that his attention was
ever awake to all the occurrences of the government. Not
a step was taken in foreign, colonial, or domestic affairs, that
he did not form his opinion upon it, and exercise his influence
over it. The instructions to ambassadors, the orders to
governors, the movements of forces, down to the marching of
a single battalion, in the districts of this country, the appoint-
ments to all offices in Church and State ; not only the giving
away of judgeships, bishoprics, regiments, but the subordinate
promotions, lay and clerical ; all these form the topics of his
letters ; on all, his opinion is pronounced decisively ; on all
his will is declared peremptorily. In one letter he decides
the appointment of a Scotch puisne judge; in another the
march of a troop from Buckinghamshire into Yorkshire ; in
a third the nomination to the Deanery of Worcester; in a
fourth he says that if Adam, the architect, succeeds Worsley
at the Board of Works, he shall think Chambers ill-used.” §
Yet, notwithstanding the large amount of official business
and correspondence which the King thus entailed upon him-

* The lats Sir Herbert Tayler,

4 Viz,, during the Administration of Iord North.

1 Lord Brougham's Statesmen of the Time of George 8, vol, i. pp. 11—14. Edition
1868, .
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self, it was transacted by him without any clerical assistance,
“It may be remarked,” writes Sir Herbert Taylor, “that
during many years his Majesty had not any one to assist
him in his epistolary communications ; nay, not even in what
may be called the mechanical parts of it ; that in fact he had
pot recourse to the aid of a private Secretary until blindness
rendered it indispensable.” * Yet, not only was the King in
the habit of taking copies of his own letiers whenever they
appeared to him to be of importance, ¥ but when, during
his insanity in 1788-9, the Prince of Wales took upon him-
self to open his father's cabinet, his papers, to use the
Prince’s own words, * appeared to be arranged with great
regularity and method.” 1

Such of the King’s letters as have as yet seen the light,
though occasionally wanting in elegance, and sometimes even
ungrammatical, are nevertheless written in clear and energetic
language, and are always to the point. He wrote and com-
posed with great facility, which may have been in part the
cause of the defects to which we have alluded. *No man,”
according to his son, the late King of Hanover, * wrote better,
or knew how to express his opinions in a gonciser way, than
George the Third.”§ The King's conversation, like his -
correspondence, - was distinguished by good sense, and
except when he was nervously embarrassed, by singular
clearness of expression,

A leading feature in the character of George the Third
was the punctuality which he ever practised himself, and

* Remarks on an srticle in the Edinburgh Review, by Lieutenant-General Sir
Herbert Taylor, p. 9.

* Rose’s Diaries and Corresp., vol. ii. p. 163,

$ Earl Russell's Memorials of Fox, vol, ii, p. 812.
. § MS. letter to the late Mr. Oroker. It appears by aletter from Charles James Fox

to Mr. Thomas Grenville, dated May 21, 1782, that the Eing fully appreciated a good
epistolary style in other persons, Couré and Cabinets of George 3, by the Duke of
Buckingham, vol. 1. p. 29, Ses alse Memoirs and Correspondence of Sir Robert M.
Keith, vol. i, p. 873, note, in which the King will be found speaking of Sir Robert's
private letters from Copenhagen, which he had evidently desired to peruse, as
s¢ delightrul letters.”
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which he no less scrupulously exacted from others. A well-
known rebuke of Louis the Fourteenth to a dilatory atten-
dant—* Sir, you almost made me wait”—was probably
on more than .one occasion on the lips of the English
monarch. With reference to his habitual punctuality, the
following anecdote has been related. The King had
ordered a certain scientific instrument of the celebrated
mechanist and optician, Jesse Ramsden, whose talents he
fully -appreciated, and whom he was willing to oblige.
Aware that punctuality was not among the virtues of the
eccentric genius, the King purposely named a distant day,
on which he stipulated that it.should be personally delivered
to him at Kew. When the appointed day, however, arrived,
not only was the instrument still unfinished, but it was not
till the same day twelve months that the philosopher
proceeded with it to Kew, where, to his surprise and
disappointment, he was informed that his admission to the
royal presence was impossible. “ Only tell his Majesty,”
he said {o the servants, “ that it is Ramsden, and I am sure
that he will admit me.” At length the page-in-waiting,
overpowered by his importunities, was induced to announce
his arrival to the King, who good-naturedly ordered him to be
ushered into his closet. Having, in the first instance, care-
fully examined the instrument, the King addressed himself
to the mechanist. * I am told, Mr. Ramsden,” he said, “ that
you are the least punctual of any man in England, and yet
I find that you have kept your appointment to the very day.
The only difference is that you' have mistaken the year.” *
When swroupded by his children, or when in the society
of persons whom, he loved, the manners and conversation of
George the Third were distinguished by the greatest simplicity
and good-humour. \ * In his intercourse with his daughters,”
writes Sir Herbert Taylor, ” and with the Dukes of York

* Memoirs of R. Lovell worth, voL i p. 186; Sir Walter Scott’s Misc.
Prose Works, vol. ii, pp. 824—6) .
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and Cambridge, his two favourite sons, he was most kind
and affectionate, and he entered with seeming interest into
the subjects and pursuits which engaged their attention. It
may indeed be said, that there was in his Majesty’s manner
and deportment, when in the circle of his family, and in the
manifestation of his affection, a character of simplicity which
would seem to belong to the endearing ways: of a child
rather than to a man advanced in years, and often oppressed
by the weight and anxiety of business. Towards his attend-
ants and servants, his Majesty was indulgent and conside-
rate, and he missed no opportunity of giving credit, where
due, for faithful and zealous service, It is almost needless
to add that they were warmly attached and devoted to
hlm ”‘

The statesman whom, next to Lord North, the King per-
sonally loved the most, and to whom his manner was ever
most affectionate, appears to have been Lord Eldon. “Ido
not know,” said the Chancellor, “what made George the
Third so fond of me, but he was fond of me. Did I ever
tell you the manner in which he gave me the Seals? When
1 went to him, he had his coat buttoned thus, (one or two
buttons fastened at the lower part,) and” putting his right
band within, he drew the Seals out from the left side, say-
ing—I give them to you ﬁ-om my heart” " T

The King’s birthday, the fourth of June, happened to be
the same as that of Lord Eldon. On one of the anniver-
saries of the day, the latter had occasion to appear before
the ng in his full robes as Lord Chancellor, and was com-
mencing a speech with the isual formality—* Please your
Majesty,” &c.—when thez Ring suddenly interrupted him.
* Stop, stop ! " he said, Imsh you many happy returns of
the day. Now you may go on, but remember T~ spoke
first.” §

* Romarks on an Article in the Edinburgh Review, p. 19.
+ Twiss's Life of Lord Eldon, vol. i. p. 368. $ Itid., vol ii. p. 858,
VOL IL - E
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Lord Eldon was on another occasion in the presence of
George the Third, when the Archbishop of Canterbury, and
other persons of high rank, formed the circle around the
Sovereign. “I believe,” remarked the King, “that I am
the first King whose Archblshop of Canterbury and whose
Chancellor both ran away with their wives. Was it not so,
Chancellor?” Lord Eldon was sly enough to turn the laugh
from "himself to the Archbishop. “May it please your
Majesty,” he said, “to ask the Archbishop that question
first,”—*“ Tt tumed the laugh,” said Lord Eldon, *to my
side, for the Lords were beginning to titter.” The King on
another occasion observed to Archbishop Sutton—*T be-
lieve your grace has a large family—better than a dozen.”
“No, Sir,” replied the Archblshop, “only eleven.”—
“Well,” -retorted the King, “is not that better than a
dozen ?” ¥

Nothing the King liked better than to fling a good-
humoured jest st the lawyers. For instance, at the time
when Lord Chief Baron Magdonald and Mr, Baron Graham
were severally sitting in the Courts of Westminster, it was
remarked that the only fault of the one lay in his fingers,
which were never out of his snuff-box ; and that of the other,
that his tongue was seldom silent. “True!” remarked the
King—* the Court of Exchequer has a snuff-box &t one end,
‘and a chatter-box at the other.” :

Lord Eldon himself, as we have seen, was not exempt
from the harmless raillery of his Sovereign. At the time
when the punishment of death was much more common than -
at the present day, it happened that a foot-pad had been
condemned to death on account of a street robbery which
he had committed close to Lord Eldon's residence in
Bedford Square. 'When the Recorder presented his Report
to the King, all the Ministers, with the exception of one,

* Twiss's Life of Lord Eldon, vol. il pp. 858, 850.
¥ Ivid, vol. i, p. 927,

\
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gave it as their opinion that the man should be left for
execution. Observing, however, that Lord Eldon had not
spoken, the King called upon him for his opinion, which the
Chancellor gave in favour of mercy. - It had been the custom,
said his lordship, to hang for street robberies, and no doubt
the offence was a very grave one. He considered, however,
that a distinction ought to be made between cases in which
personal violence had been resorted to, and cases in which
there had been none. In the present instance, he added,
there had been no violence, and he therefore thought it a
case in which his Majesty might fairly exercise his royal
clemency. “Very well,” s3id the King, “since his lordship,
who lives in Bedford Square, thinks there is no great harm
in committing robberies there, the poor fellow shall not be
hanged.” *

-One more anecdote may be related, having reference to
another eminent Judge, Lord Kenyon. Though in other
respects a very worthy man, Lord Kenyon was, frequently
betrayed into. ebullitions of temper, which, in his cooler
moments, no one could more deeply regret than himself, and
which, in fact, on his becoming Chief Justice of the King's
Bench, he had strength of mind epough to lay under a
wholesome control. The King, who had a great personal -
regard for Lord Kenyon, was very well pleased with his
reformation. “My Lord,” he said to him with a pleasa.nt
play upon the words—* T hear that since you have been in
the King’s Bench, you have Iost your temper. You know my
great regard for you, and I may therefore venture to tell you
that I was glad to hear it.” }

With the wit and eccentricities of George Selwyn, not
omitting the morbid pleasure he took in witnessing appalling
scenes, the King seems to have been perfectly familiar. The
following extract of a letter from Storer to Lord Auckland
not only exhibits a pleasmg instance of the King's humour,

* Twiss's Life of Lord Eldon, vol. ip. 899 % I5:d,, vol, ii. p. 855,
B2
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but it also introduces us to George Selwyn himself and his
protégée, the future Marchioness of Hertford, the mysterious
“Mie Mie” of the Selwyn Correspondence. “A great
event has taken place in Selwyn’s family, Mademoiselle
Fagniani has been presented at Court. Of course, Miss
Fagniani, for she was presented as a subject of Great
Britain, was very splendid ; but George was most magnifi-
cent, and new in every article of dress. 'Either a few days
before this event, or soon aflerwards, he was. at the levee.
At the same time, there was a person in the circle who
had brought up an address from the country, and who was
to be knighted on that occasion, George, as. soon as
the : King had spoken to him, withdrew and went away.
The King then knighted the ambitious squire. The King
afterwards, in the closet, expressed his astonishment to the
" Groom in Waiting that Mr. Selwyn should not wish to stay
to see the ceremony of his making the new knight, observ-
ing that it looked so like an execution that he took it for
granted Mr, Selwyn would have stayed to see it. George
heard of this joke, but did not like it. He is on that subJect
still very sore,” *

The King’s mind had been early, and remained ever,
deeply imbued with a sense of his religious obligations.
While still a boy, we find bim writing to Lord Bute on the
occasion of the repulse of General Abercrombie at Ticon-
deroga:—*1 fear this check will prevent Abercrombie’s
pushing to Crown Point; but in this, as in everything else,
1 rely entirely on Providence, and the gallant spirit of my
countrymen. Continuing to trust in that superior help, I
make no doubt, that if I mount this throne, I shall still, by
restoring the love of virtue and religion, make this country -
great and happy.” ¥

To one of hie Ministers, for whom the King ever enter-

'Aucklandéoneap.,vol.ii.p.!lb. 4 Chatham Corresp., vol. i, p. 8386,
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tained the sincerest affection, we find him thus writing in
1773 —

“ Lord Darimouth,
¢ I return the letter you communicated some time since
to me. Ji contains many very useful lessons to a young man;
but I conld have wished that the auther had put before his young
friend the only frue incentive to a rectitnde of conduct ¢ I mean
the belief in a Supreme Being, and that we are to be rewarded
or punished agreeably to the lives we lead. If the first of all
duties, that to God, is not known, I fear that no other can be
expected ; and as to the fashionable word, Aomour, that never will
alone guide a man farther than to pursme appearances. I will
not add more, for, I know that I am writing to a true believer, one
who shows by his actions that he is not governed by the greatest

of tyrants, Fashion.”*

A remarkable evidence of the King’s piety—his declining,
at his coronation o receive the Holy Eucharist wearing his
crown on his head—has already been related in these pages.t
Nearly-half a ceniury afterwards, we find the King reverting
with apparent satisfaction to his conduct on that occasion.
In 18035, a short time previously to the Installation of the
Knights of the Garter, the Earl of Chesterfield} inquired
of him, somewhat thoughtlessly, whether it would be requi-
site for the newly-created knights to receive the Sacrament.
The King's countenance instantly assumed a senous, if not -
severe, expression. ““No! my lord;” he said, “the Holy
Sacrament is not to be profaned by our Gothic institutions.
Even at my coronation I was very unwilling to take it, but
they told me it was indispensable. As it was, I took off the
bauble from my head before I approached the altar.” §

t &..gm’:zu?mNmmwm Lifo of Himaelf, vol. i. p. 34
% Philip, fifth Rari of Chesterfield, K.G. He was Mastor of the Home io the King
from Pebruary 1798 to July 1804, &nd an especial favourits with his royal master.

Ho died 29 Aggust, 1815,
 § Wnazall's Historieal Memoirs, vol. it pp. 20, 21.
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From the pen of an eye-witness, we have a very in-
teresting account of the King’s demeanour at one of these
imposing ceremonies—the Installation of the Knights of
the Garter which took place at Windsor in 1787, *The
King,” writes Madame D’Arblay, “was to make an offer-
ing as Sovereign of the Garter. He was seated in the
Dean of Windsor's stall, and the Queen sat by his side.
The Princesses were in the opposite seats, and all of them
at the end of the church. When the service was over
the offering ceremony began. The Dean and the senior
Canon went first to the Communion Table. The Dean then
read aloud—* Let your light so shine before men,’ &. The
organ began a slow and solemn movement, and the King
came down from his stall, and proceeded, with & grave and
majestic walk, towards the Communion Table. When he
had proceeded about a third of the way, he stopped and
bowed to the altar, Then he again moved on, and, at an equ&l
distance, stopped for the same formality, which was a third,
and last time, repeated as he reached the steps of thte altar,
Then he made his offering, which, according to the order of
the original institution, was ten pounds in gold and silver,
and delivered it in a purse. He then knelt down, and made
a silent prayer, after which, in the same measured steps, he
returned to his stall, when the whole ceremony concluded by
another slow. movement on the organ. The air of piety,
and the unaffected grace and dignity with which the
King performed this rite, surprised and moved me, Mr,
Smelt, the most affectionate of his many loyal subjects,
even shed tears from emotion, in looking at him in this
serious office. The King, I am told, always acquits him-
self with true majesty, where he is necessarily to appear
in state as a monarch.” * '

Though strongly opposed to Catholic Emancipation, the

* Madame I’ Arblay's Diary and Letters, vol. iii. pp. 269—70.
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~ King, as we shall presently have to demonstrate, was, in all
other respects, friendly to religious toleration. Many of his
servants were Dissenters, and of the Methodists he spoke -
with kindness.  Neither was he bigotedly opposed to
reforms in the Church of England, When, in 1790,
Dr. Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, proposed to the Dnke
of Grafton to introduce a Bill into the House of Lords for
expunging the Athanasian Creed from the Litany, the
Bishop appears to.have founded his hopes of success on
the strong presumption that the innovaiion would not be
displeasing to the King. - A curious anecdote on this subject
was related to the Bishop by Dr. Heberden. On some
~ occasion at Windsor, when the Creed of St Athanasius
formed part of the appointed service of the day, the officiat-
ing clergyman no gooner commenced reading the words—
* Whosoever wrll be saved,” &c., than the ng, whose prac-
‘fice it was to pronounce every response in a clear and
audible yoice, suddenly hecame silent. Surprised at the
circumstance, the clergyman recommenced, in 2 marked and
louder , tone—* Whosoever will be saved,” &c. It was, how-
ever, tono purpose. 'The King maintained an imperturbable
silence till the Minister commenced the Apostles’ Creed, when.
his Majesty delivered the responses with his usual distinct
and audible intonation.*

Another characteristic anecdote has been related of George
the Third, which, if it had been told of any other monarch
less eminently pious, might fairly have exposed him fo the
charge of irreverence. Towards the latter part of his reign,
being in attendance at Divine Service at a time when his
mind was much distracted by political events, he continued
to repeat the responses with his usual calmness till the con-
gregation came to the tenth verse of the Venite, exultemus
Domino. Regarding the words ag singularly applicable to

* Bishop Watson's Anecdotes of his Own Lifs, vol. i. pp. 382, 395,
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his own circumstances, he is said to have thrust forward his
person, from the royal closet, and to have repeated with an
* unmistakable . emphasis :—*F orty years long was 7 grieved
with this generation, and said : it is a people tha.t do err in
their hearts, for they have not known my ways.”

As the friend and advocate of religious toleration, when-
ever he considered it to be consistent with his- Coronation
oath, .too much praise cannot be awarded to George the
Third. He was on one occasion passing by a place of
worship in the neighbourhood of .one of his palaces, when,
perceiving it to be surrounded by a disorderly crowd of
persons, he .stopped his carriage and inquired the cause of
the disturbance. -Having been told that it was only * some
affair” between the Methodists and their neighbours, he
- made no secret of his displeasure. *The Methodists,” he
said—loud enough to be heard by many of the bystanders—
“are a quiet, good kind of people, and will disturb nobody.
If I can learn that any persons in my employment disturb
them, they shall be instantly dismissed.” In the month of
November 1770 we find him giving one thousand pounds
for the benefit of the Dissenting Ministers residing in Nova
Scotia, and at the same time subscribing five hundred pounds
towards building a church in the Savoy, for the use of the
German Protestants in London* On another occasion,
when a right geverend prelate complained to him of the
Dissenters, and of the “ great disturbance "’ which they made
in his diocese, the King at once silenced his murmurs.
“ Make Bishops of them, my Lord,” he.said; *make Bishops
of them.”—"* But, Sir,” was the reply, * we cannot make a
Bishop of Lady Huntingdon.”—* No,” said the King, * but
see if you cannot imitate the zeal of these people.”—*I
wish,” he added, *there was a Lady Huntingdon in every
diocese in my kingdom.” t -

-

" * Annual Register for 1770, p. 164
% Life and Times of Selins Countess of Huntingdon, vol. i p. 282, Ia.dy Selinn
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With Lady Huntingdon herself, when that pious and
excellent woman came to be personally known to him, the
King seems to have been exceedingly pleased. She ap-
peared, he told Lord Dartmouth, to -.combine, with the ease
and politeness of a woman of rank, talents of a very superior
order, and an enthusiasm in the canse of religion which
rendered her an honour to her sex. To Lady Huntingdon
herself he observed-—*‘ I have been told so many odd things
of your ladyship, that I am free to confess I felt a great
degree of curiosity to see if you were at all like other
women.” He added, however—“1 am happy in having
an opportunity. of assuring your ladyship how very highly I
estimate your character, your zeal, and abilities, which
cannot be consecrated to a more moble purpose.” If the
King was pleased with Lady Huntingdon, she seems to,
have been no less satisfied with her reception by the Head
of the Church, * We discussed,” she writes, *a great many
topics, for the conversation lasted’ upwa.rds of an hour
without intermission. The Queen spoke a good deal ; asked
many questions, and before I retired insisted on my taking
some refreshment. On parting I was permitted to kiss their
Majesties’ hands, and when I returned my humble and most
grateful acknowledgments for their very great condescension,
their Majesties immediately assured me they felt both
gratified and pleased with the interview, which they were
so obliging as to wish might be renewed.” Some time
afterwards, when a lady of high rank, adopting the fashion-
able jargon of the day, sneered at this admirable woman as
a mere wild enthusiast, the King at once undertook her
defence. “ Are you acquainted with Lady Huntingdon?”
he good-humouredly asked.  No,” was the reply. “Have
you ever been in her society ?”’—* Never.”—* Then,” said
the King, *never form your opinion of any one from the

Bhirley, danghter”of Washington, second Ear! Ferrars, married, Jone 3rd, 1728,
Theophilus, Earl of Huntingdon. She died, at as advanced age, in 1791
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ill-natured remarks and censures of others. Judge for your-
self; and you have my leave to tell anybody how highly I
think.of Lady Huntingdon.” *

Lady Huntingdon’s object in seeking an interview with
the King, will be best explained by the following remarkable
letter addressed by the King to the Primate, Dr. Corn-
wallis ; —

The King to the Archbishop of Canterbury.

¢ My good Lord Prelate,

#] could pot delay giving you the notification of the
grief and concern with which my breast was affected at receiving
authentic information that rous have made their way into your.
Palace. At the same time, I must signify to you my sentiments on
this subject, which hold those levities and vain dissipations as ntterly
inexpedient, if not unlawful, fo pass in & residence for many
centuries devoted to divine studies, religions retirement, and the
extensive exercise of charity and benevolence. I add, in a place
where 80 many of your predecessors have led their lives in such
sanctity as has thrown lustre on the pure religion they professed

and adorned,
¢ From the dissatisfaction with which you must perceive I

behold these improprieties—not to speak in harsher terms—and
on still more pious principles, I frust you will suppress them
immediately, so that I may not bave occasion to ghow any further
marks of my displeasure, or to interpose in a different manner.
¢ May God take your Grace into his Almighty protection.
' * ¢ ] remain, my Lord Primate,
 Your gracious friend,.
(11 G._ R“ 1,

" 'We have yet to record some further pleasing evidence of
the enlightened liberality of a monarch who has been too-
often denotinced as the dullest of the dull and the wnost
bigoted of bigots. At a time when the education of the
poorer classes of society was denounced by prelates and

* Life and Times of Selina Countess of Huntingdon, vol.4i. pp. 283, 288, 285.
+ Zbid,, vol. i, p. 283,
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statesmen as a dangerous and levelling innovation, George
the Third not only announced his approval of the new -
system of instruction introduced by Joseph Lancaster, but .
extended to him his patronage, and subscribed to his schools.
“He hoped,” was his exalted expression, *“to see the day
when every poor child in his dominions should be. able to
read his Bible.”—* Thousands of ragged children,” writes
the Edinburgh Reviewer, in 1807, “ will pray for him, and
remember him, long after his Majesty is forgotten by every .
Lord of the Chamber and by every Clerk of the Closet.” *
Happily, the powerful and narrow-minded prejudice which
would willingly have stifled the efforts of the ilustrious
teacher, and deprived the poor of the benefits of knowledge
and the blessings of rational religion, proved of no avail
“This phenomenon,” proceeds the Edinburgh Reviewer, “we
owe to the honest and intrepid support which the monarch, the
Head of the Church, gave to the oppressed Sectary; and
we really in our conscience think it the brightest passage in
+ the history of his long and eventful reign.” ¥ So delighted
was the King with an article in the Edinburgh Review,
written by the late Reverend Sydney Smith, defending
Joseph Lancaster against the hostility of the Church, that
he made Sir Herbert Taylor read it to him a second time.}

The pursunits and amusements, with which George the
Third occupied his leisure hours, were such as evinced an
intelligent, an accomplished, and an amiable mind. He took
a pleasure in painting, architecture, and botany. It was
under his patronage that the eminent American botanist,
John Bartram—* the greatest natural botanist in the world,”
as Linnaus styled him—prosecuted his studies and researches
from the shore of Lake Ontario to the source of the river
St. Juan, thus supplying the gardens and pleasure-grounds

* Edinburgh Review, vol. xi. p. 71. '

% Ibid., vol. xvii pp. 68, 69, 85.

1 Seloctions from the Writings of the Rev. Sydnsy Smith, p. 3. See the Edin-
burgh Review, vol ix, p. 177.
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of the Old World with the trees, the shrubs and flowers of
the New.* But the science in which the King especially
delighted was music. “To George Selwyn, Lord March
writes on the 3rd of December 1776—* The King was at
the opera, which he scarce ever misses.” He had not
only a true ear for music, but also possessed a taste, which
enabled him to appreciate and to enjoy compositions of the
highest sublimity. “ His Majesty’s partiality for Handel’s
- music,” writes no mean judge of that art, Michael Kelly,
“was generally spoken of; but I believe it was not univer-
sally known what an excellent and accurate judge he was
of its merits.” T The King’s taste for the Drama kept pace
with his love for music. So frequent were his visits to the
theatrs, that the people of London are said to have been as
well acquainted with his features as with those of their next-
door neighbour, His glee during the performance of a
broad farce, or at a droll hit in the pantomime, may at times
have been somewhat too exuberantly manifested, but his
subjects did not love him the less that he showed himself
completely at home in the midst of them. Neither did his
sense of the ridiculous prevent his enjoying the higher
beauties of the drama. Frequently Mrs. Siddons, and some-
times Garrick, were sent for to read plays or poetry in the
royal circle, either at Buckingham House or Windsor.
Garrick told Cradock, the autobiographer, that he had read
portions of the “ Clandestine Marriage ” in a crude state “to
the King and Queen,” and described them as having been
“ greatly amused.” {

# Allen’s American Biog. Dict., art. Bartram, During the reigns of George I. and
George II. the number of exotics, hardy as well as tender, imported into England,
had been only 1952; whoreas, under the fostering auspices of George I1L., the number
imported during his reign amounnted to as many a3 6756 ; being more than half the
whole number of exotica now ﬁourmhmg in the gudena and parks of the United
Kingdom,~Quarlerly Revisw, vol. xxiv. P 4185,

+ Reminiscences of Michsel Kelly, vol. i. )2 800. 2nd Edition. Soce also Memoirs
of Dr. Burney, vol. ii. pp. 886—7, and vol. iii. p. 18 ; Madame D’Arblay’s Memoirs,
vol. vi. p. 222; and the Annual Register for 1830, p. 701

T Cradock’s Memoirs, vol. i. p. 201 ; Kelly's Reminiscences, vol. il p. 2268, 2nd
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Another pursuit, in which George the Third took a stead-
fast interest, was agriculture. To the zealous example,
indeed, which he set his subjects may be traced the organ-.
ization of the present Agricultural Societies, and the great
benefit which they have conferred upon the country. An-
other favourite pursuit of the King was the study of me-
chanics. In the construction of optical and other philosophical
instraments he took an especial pleasure. The arts and
sciences, indeed, lay under a great obligation to him. Before
he had completed his thirty-first year, a noble Observatory,
completely fitted with every apparatus required for philoso-
phical purposes, had been erected by Sir William Chambers
at the King’s expense in the “Old Park” at Richmond.
He had raised the art of painting from its long neglected
and degraded state by founding the Royal Academy, of
which Sir Joshua Reynolds was appointed the first Presi-
dent. He was also honoured with knighthood on the occasion.
Lastly, under the King’s immediate auspices Captain Cook,
in company with the learned naturalist Dr. Solander, Mr.
Green, Assistant' Astronomer Royal, and Sir Joseph Banks,
salled for New Zealand with the double and admirable
object of extending maritime discovery, and advancing the -
interests of astronomy and of other branches of science.
During the reign, indeed, of no British monarch, since the
days of the enlightened and accomplished Tudors, had the
spirit of naval enterprise and distant discovery reccived a-
more encouraging impulse than under the long and fostering
protection of the most unjustly maligned of the Princes of
the House of Brunswick. “The reign of George the
Third,” writes the Quarterly Reviewer in 1817, “ will stand
conspicuous and proudly pre-eminent in future history for
the spirit with which discoveries were prosecuted, and the

Edition; Life of Hannsh More, vol. L p. 91; Campbell's Life of Mrs. Siddons,
vol il p. 129 ; Biographia Dramatica, artiols ** Lethe* ; Annual Register for 1820,
pp. 701, 702,
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objects of science promoted.”* Early in his reign, the
famous voyages of Byron and Cook enjoyed his immediate
encouragement. He not only entertained a deeply patriotic
feeling for the Navy, but had acquired a partial knowledge
of Naval Architecture, which he preserved by retaining at
Buckingham House models of the Royal Dockyards and
ships, which h¢ took a pleasure in consulting. “Theseo
modes of exerting a superintendence over the Navy,” writes
the American Minister, Rush, “seem better in themselves,
and, it must be owned, more befitied a sovereign, than if ke
had turned ship-carpenter like Peter of Russia.” T

“ The late King,"” in the words of the Quarterly Reviewer,
‘“ appreciated painting and ‘music with a real feeling of
what was excellent in both. Handel was his favourite
musician, and it will be remembered to his honour thaf,
for thirty years, he employed Mr. West when that admi-
rable artist had no commission from any other person.”
Sir Joshua Reynolds was personally a favourite with him;
for the genius of Barry he entertained a high admiration ;
under his patronage Jervis made his bappy improvements
in the beautiful art of staining and colouring glass. Between
the years 1780 and 1801 the King paid to West for pictures
and designe no less a sum than £34,187;§ and for the sum
of £20,000 purchased the fine collection of paintings and
gems made by Joseph Smith, Esq., Consul at Venice.]] He
not only instituted the Royal Academy, but fook a constant
interest in its well-being, and was proud of being its
founder. He deprecated anything like dissension among the
Academicians ; took a pleasure in seeing them established
in their new and handsome apartments at Somerset House ;

* Quarterly Review, vol, xvi. p. 154, note } vol. xviii. p. 213,

+ Rush's Residence at the Court of England, p. 138, first series.

I Quarterly Review, vol. xxiii. p. 521,

§ Smith's Life of Nollekens, vo h. p- 395, 2nd Edition.

Il Lady Mary W. Montagu's Works, edited by Lord Wharneliffe, vol. iil. p. 89,
See also the Dactyliothecs Smithisna, quarto ; Venice 1767, :
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and, lastly, he devoted many hours in attending their annual
exhibitions, on which occasions, by his audible encomiums on
individual merit, he still further encouraged rising native
genius,* Assuredly then, when Gough—in dedicating to -
George the Third his laborious and mnoble edition of
CaMpEN'S BrTANNIA —invoked him as the * patron of
every nseful and pleasing art and science," the praise was
not undeservedly bestowed. ¥

Although George the Third was not a profound, nor,
properly speaking, an accomplished scholar, he had never-
theless stored up in his mind & large amount of miscel-
laneous knowledge which enabled him to converse with free-
dom, and even distinction, not only with the learned and the
gcientific, but with persons of every class of his subjects,
whatever might be their professions or pursuits. * The
King,” writes Sir Herbert Taylor, “had not enjoyed the
advantage of a good education. He himself admitted that
it had been much neglected ; and he regretted it especially,
as his early accession to the throne had rendered very
difficult the recovery of the time lost or misapplied in the
preceding years. But he did attempt it.” Neither, as we
have seen, was the attempt a fruitless one. = Sir Herbert -
Taylor informs us that the King had read “ much that was

* Anmual Rogister for 1820, p. 700.

+ Nichols’s Literary Anecdotes, vol. vi, p. 278. The dedicetion, in which the
words in the text oceurred, was withdrawn by Gough previously to publication J&id.,
P 276), and the following dedication substituted—

To The
Palron of Arts and Sciences,
The Father of his People,
GRORGE B,
‘Who has condescended to encourage
Researches into Antiquity,
This Work, the earliest General Account
of his Kingdoms, is humbly dedicated
by his most dutiful Subjsct,
Riomarp Goven.,
Second edition, folip, 1808, The work is said to have ocoupied seven yoars in trans-
lating, and nine in printing. Nichols, wé supra, p. 2738,
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useful,” and that he had especially devoted himself to study-
ing the Jaws and constitution of the great country which he
had been appointed to govern.* From other sources we
- learn that he was master of the Latin and Italian languages,
and that he conversed fluently in French and German. His
education, it is true, had been neglected, but study, assisted -
by a memory of remarkable retentiveness, had more than
repaired the deficiencies of the past.

* George the Third,” writes Sir Walter Scott, *“ might be
termed a bibliographer rather than a student; yet he read
a good deal also, and rather for improvement than amuse-
ment.” From the great novelist we learn that the King
was a competitor with his early friend, the Duke of Roxburgh,
for the purchase of choice books.t Interested, however, as
he was in the acquisition of literary rarities, no collector
could possibly be more fair or more liberal in his dealings. It
was a part of his instructions to his librarian never to bid
against a scholar, a professor, or a collector of moderate
fortune. ‘The magnificent library which he formed at
Buckingham House contained sixty-three thousand volumes,
and cost, it is said, not less than £130,000. It was
“more numerous and curious,” said Dr. Johnson, *than he .
should have supposed any person could have formed in the
time employed by the King.” § It is now the property of
the nation; forming what is called the King's Collectlon n
the British Museum §

* Remarks on an Article in the Edinburgh Review, p. .

* Misc. Prose Works, vol. iv. p. 825, * Each,” writes Sir Walter, *‘ was the happy
possessor. of o copy of Caxton's Book of Troye ; but the King examined his own with
such accuracy as enabled him to prove to demonstration that, though both copies
were of the same edition, thot in the Roynl Library must have been more early
thrown off than the Duke’s, because & leaf in the former was what is technipally
called locked, an error which had been discerned and corrected in the Duke's copy ;
#0 that his Majesty triumphed that his own copy, of the first book (we believa) of the
Eaplish press, was also the earliest printed.” Idid,

1 Boswell's Lifs of Johnson, p. 184. Edition 1848, by Croker.

§ Cunningham’s Hand-Book of London, Art. British Museum. * King George III,
boegan to collect a library in the year 1765. He laid the Tomudation of it by the
purchase of a library of a very eminent character at Venice, belonging to Consul
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Lord Chancellor Eldon, when speaking of the lterary
attainments of George the Third, used to relate the follow-
ing anecdote. Lord Chief Justice Kenyon, he said, though
a great lawyer, was but an indifferent scholar, and conse-
quently his Latin quotations were not unfrequently the jest of
the Bar. “When I was made Chief Justice of the Common
Pleas,” continued Lord Eldon, “George the Third, on my
kissing hands, said to me—*If you talk Latin, when on the
Bench, let it be more classical than Kenyon's. You had better
speak English only, than Kenyon's Latin.” Upon my carry-
ing to his Majesty, upon some Judge’s appointment, the
ring, which, previous to his appointment as a-Judge, upon
being made Serjeant, he gives the Chancellor to be tendered
to his Majesty, the King, upon reading the inscription upen
the nng—said, ¢ This Judge may talk Latin. I see he reads
Horace.” " *

For the English Universities, and indeed for all the

-learned orthodox collegiate societies, the King ever enter-
tained the highest Teveremce. It was therefore with a
natural dissatisfaction that he learned the intention of the
first Lord Melville, then Henry Dundas, to apply to him to -
confer upon a Scotiish medical practitioner, of whom the
King knew little or nothing, the honour of a baronetcy. No

Smith. About the year 1767, two years after, the suppression of the Jesnits’ honses
began, Their libraries were turned cut upon the world, and the King bought some
of the greatest rarities in literature at the smallest price a collector could expect.”
Buidence of Sir Henry Ellis before the Bouse of Commons i 1836. * The King,"
writes the Rev. Charles Godwyn to a friend, Sept. 22, 1762, “ has just purchased a
library which contains the most valuable private collection of books to be found in
Italy. They belonged to Consnl Smith who resided at Venice, Their value consista
chiefly in this, that there is among them a great number of the scarce, first-printed,
editions of the Classics. 1 have seen a catalogue of them which makes a volume in
4to.” Nichols's Literary Aneedotes of the Eightesnth Century, vol. viil. p. 230. The
King, on another occasion, is mentioned as having offered 5000L for Askew's amall
but rare collection of books. Tbid. wol. iv. p. 5613, note. It is ncedless perhaps to
mention, that George the Third's library was presented by his son, George the
Fourth, to the nation. His Majesty's letter to the Prime Minister, the Earl of
. Liverpool, communicating his princely intentions, will be found iu Noler and
Queries, vol iv. p. 446, First Series.
* Twiss's Life of Lord Chancellor Eldan,-vol. L p. 402-3.
VoL IL 5
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one wags better aware of the King’s prejudices on the subject
than Lord Melville himself, and accordingly, when the time
came for him to prefer his application formally to the King
in his closet, it was not without some difficulty that he could
induce himself to stammer out his request. *“ What!” said
the good-humoured monarch, who was aware of the cause
of, and enjoyed, his embarrassment, *“is that all? I have no
objection to make your-friend a Baronet.- What I was
afraid of was that you came to ask me to make a Scotch
apothecary a physician. T%af, you know, is more diffi-
cult.” * After the interview, as the King passed from his
closet to the levee-chamber, he happened to encounter Lord
Eldon and one of the royal physicians, to whom he triumph-
antly related what had taken place between Lord Melville and
himself. *You are both of you,” he said, * well-educated,
academical men. They may make Baronets of as many
Scotch apothecaries as they please, but I shall die by the
College. I knew what Dundas came to ask, and I thought I
would be even with him.”{ It was a remarkable observa-
tion made by George the Third, after time and experience had
taught him a thorough knowledge of mankind, that he had
never known a Scotchman speak Il of another unless he
had a motive for it, and that he had never known one Irish-
man speak well of another, except from a similar selfish
inducement.f * In his intercourse with men,"” he told George
Rose, “it had been an invariable rule with him not to
suppose them bad till he found them so.” §

Although the King was not a professed scholar himself,
he was not only fully capable of appreciating genius, but

* The late Lord Wellesley used to relate that the King mede the same reply to
him, on his preferring a requeat for a baronetcy for Sir Waiter Farquhar, who was
%o oreated in 1798, From privals informadion. .

+ Twiss's Life of Lord Eidon, val. ii. p. 354,

1 Earl Stanhope's History of Englsud, vol. viil p. 223. Lord Stanhope, writing
in 1854, mentions that this observation was made by the King to an **emiuent
statesman,” them alive, Jhid,

§ Rose's Diaries and Corrdspondence, vol. ii. p. 176,
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many instances will be found in these volumes of his confer-
ring favours upon the learned and the scientific. Dr. Johnson,
—Sheridan, the lexicographer * — and Home, the author of
“ Douglas,” T with whom in his boyhood ke had been asso-
ciated at the court of his father, Frederick Prince of Wales—
were severally indebted to him for pensions, and the author of
“ The Bard " and of the “ Elegy written in a Country Church-
yard,” for the chair of Professor of Modern History in the
University of Cambridge. . On the 3rd of August, 1768, Gray
writes to his- friend Mr. Nicholls:—“ On Wednesday his
Grace the Duke of Grafton wrote me a very polite letter to
say that his Majesty had commanded him to offer me the
vacant Professorship. On Thursday, the King signed the
warrant, and next day at his levee I kissed his hand. He
made me several gracious speeches which I shall not repeat,
because everybody that goes to court does so. Besides, the
day was so hot, and the ceremony so embarrassing to me,
that I hardly knew what he said.”} Again, on the 1st of
August, Gray writes to Mason—* On Wednesday, the Duke
of Grafton wrote me a very handsome letter to say that the
King offered the vacant place to me, with many more
speeches too honourable for me to transcribe, On Friday at
the levee I kissed his Majesty’s hand. 'What he said I will
not tell you, because everybody that has been at court tells
what the King said to them. It was very gracious, how-
ever.”§ Gratified, however, as Gray evidently was at

* Hughes’s Hist. of England, vol. i. p. 284. Srd Edition.

% Home's Works, Life by Mackenrie, vol. i pp. 58, 59.

1 Gray's Works, val. iv. p. 125, Aldine Edition. .

§ Gray and Mason Correspondence, edited by the Rev. J. Mitford, p. 418.
Second Edition. It appears to have been the opinion both of Horace Walpole end
of Cole, the antiquary, that the person to whoss vecommendation Gray was really
indebted for the Professorship of Modern History at Cambridge was his friend Mr.
Stonehewer, at this time private seeretary to the Duke of Grafton. Gray and Mass
Correspondence, p. 418, mote, 'There seems to be litile doubt, however, that this
graceful tribute to genius emanated from the King himself. Soo extract of a letter
from the King to Lord North in Lord Brougham's Slatesmen of the Time of George S,
val. i p. 76, Edition 1858 ; and letter from Gray to Mary Antrobus of 29 July 1768,

Gray's Worlks, vol. iv. p. 121, Aldine BEditson.
r2
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having been distinguished in so flattering a manner by his
Sovereign, he seems to have been not a little discomforted by
having to undergo the ordeal of being squeezed, and stared
at, at a levee, . “ Sir Egerton Brydges informed me,” writes
Mr. Mitford, *that when Gray went to Court to kiss the
King’s hand for his place, he felt a mixture of shyness and
pride which he expressed to some of his intimate friends in
terms of strong ill humour.”* It may be mentioned that
when, only three. or four weeks afterwards, the Professor-
ship of Modern History at Oxford also became vacant, the
King apparently took as much interest in the filling up of
the appointment with credit, as he had done in the case of the
- sister University. * The King,” writes the Duke of Grafton
to Bishop Warburton, * has signified his intention that this
office should never any more be held as a sinecure.” §
Another Literary person, with whom we find the King gra-
ciously conversing on one of these Court occasions, was the
Reverend Thomas Somerville, the historian of the Reigns of
William the Third and Queen Amne. The levee, being the
second one, only, which the King had held since Hadfield’s
famous attempt on his life in Drury Lane Theatre, was
naturally a crowded one, yet his Majesty found time to
address a few flattering words to the almost obscure Scottish
divine, who was already indebted to him for a pension. The
direct questions put to him by the King were, as Dr. Somer-
ville himself informs us in his agreeable autobiography,—
“ When-did you come to town? Have you come to pub-
lish? “What subject are you now upon?”} The fact is,
that at thé King's frequent levees his chief gratification
seems to have consisted in affording pleasure to others.
- ¢ His desire to please and oblige,” justly observes Sir Walter
Scott, “ was seconded by a memory tenacious, in a most flat-

* Gray and Mason Correspondence, p. 413, nols.
¥ Nichols's Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Contury, val. v, p. 655,
1 *"My own Life and Times,” by the Rev. T. Somerville, pp. 301, 308.
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tering degree, of all the most minute particulars which could
interest those who had been once introduced to him.” * )

Especially favourable to George the Third was the con-
trast between. his manners in his levee-chamber and those
exhibited by his unfortunate brother-monarch, Louis the
Sixteenth, on similar occasions. According to the accom-
plished Sir Robert Keith Murray, who was presented to
Louis at Fontainebleau in November, 1774—"The King
receives the presentations with less attention than one would -
naturally show to a cat or a dog, because he does not even
seem to look at you. I doubt 1f there is a King of Negres or
a Khan of Tartars so ridiculously uncivil, For us, who know
the Emperor and King of Prussia, and who know our own .
King, who would speak civilly to even a French captain,
how strange must this appear!” t

* Another eminent man, who was deeply indebted to George
the Third, was the celebrated astronomer, William Herschel.
“The King,” writes Madaime d’ Arblay, “ has not a happier sub-
ject than this man, who owes wholly to his Majesty that he is
not wretched ; for such is his eagerness to quit all other pur-
suits to follow astronomy solely, that hé was in danger of .
ruin, when his falents, and great and uncommon genius,
attracted the King’s patronage The King, it appears, not:
only conferred a pension upon Herschel, but rendered him
completely happy, by authorising him to construct a new
telescope, according to his own principles, and without any
limit as to expense, which the King ook entirely upon him-
self. By these means the astronomer was enabled to pursue,
under the most favourable circumstances, his sublime and
darling study, and to perfect his wonderful researches and
discoveries among the heavenly bodies. So all-absorbing to
Herschel was his occupation, that, according to Madame '
* d'Arblay, he had no * wish that had its object in the terres-

* Sir W. Soott’s Prose Works, vol. iv, p. 824.
+ Memoirs of Sir R, M. Keith, K.B., vol. ii. p. 80,
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trial globe.”* Let us not omit to mention, as additional
evidence. of the interest taken by George the Third in litera-
ture and literary men, that it was by his “express desire
that Thomas Warton was appointed Poet Laureate in 1785,
and, further, that so great a favourite with him was the
learned Jacob Bryant, that he frequently carried the Queen
with him to visit the venerable philosopher at his humble
retreat at Cypenham. “The King,” we are told, “some-
“times came alone and stayed hours with him.” }
There were, in the last century, two eminent literary men,
Dr. Johnson and Dr. Beattie, the author of the “ Minstrel,”
each of whom has bequeathed us a very interesting account
of private conversations which they severally held with their
- Sovereign. The particulars of the celebrated interview
between the King and Dr. Johnson, which took place
at Buckingham House in February, 1767—the King’s
anxiety to converse in private with the great philosopher
and lexicographer—his admitting himself with that object by
a private door into the royal library and stealing upon John-
son, who was seated in a deep reverie by the fire—their long
talk about the rival libraries of Oxford and Cambridge ; about
the controversy between Warburton and Lowth ; about Lord
Liyttelton’s History of Henry the Second ; SirJ ohn Hill; the
literary and critical Reviews of the day, and the Phllosophlcal
Transactions—and lastly, the complacent and characteristic
manner in which Johnson subsequently related the details of
. the interview to Reynolds, Dr. Joseph Warton, and Gold-
smith—are incidents which are familiar to every lover of the
classical literature of his country. The philosopher appears to
have been especially fascinated by the winning address and
courtly manners of his Sovereign. To Mr. Barnard, the
‘royal librarian, we find him exclaiming—* Sir, they may

* Madame D"Arblay'a Diary and Lotters, vol. iii. pp. 129, 130.
+ Nichols's Literary Anecdotss of the Eighteonth Century, vol. vi. p. 185.
3 Ikid, vol. iv. p, 669 ; vol, viii. p. 531.
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talk of the King as they will, but he is the finest gentleman
I have ever seen.” To Bennet Langton also Johnson sub-
sequently remarked—** Sir, his manners are those of as fine
a gentleman as we may suppose those of Louis the Four-
teenth or Charles the Second.”* To the mingled grace and
dignity of the King’s manners similar tribute appears to have
been paid by Lord Chatham, ‘His Majesty,” he said to his
friends, *1is the greatest courtier in his court.” {

The King’s noble library at Buckingham House appears
to have been open, not exclusively to Dr. Johnson, but to
every recognised man of literature of the day. Even the
Socinian Priestley was, with singular liberality, not refused.
admission. “If Dr. Priestley "—writes the King to Lord
North in February, 1779—* applies to my librarian, he will
have permission to see the Library, as other men of Science
have had ; but I cannot think his character as a poht1c1a.n or

Divine deserves my appearing at all in it.” }

" The account which the author of the *“Minstrel” has
bequeathéd to us of his interview and conversation with
George the Third, is-less generally known, though scarcely
less interesting, than that of which Dr. Johnson delighted to -
detail the particulars to his friends. The following is the
account which the poet inserts in his Diary :—

“Tuesday, 24th August [1773] :—Set out for Dr. Majen-
die’s § at Kew Green. The doctor told me that he had not
seen the King yesterday, but had left a note in writing to
intimate that I was to be at his house to-day, and that one-
of the King’s pages had come to him this morning to say
that his Majesty would see me a little after twelve. At
‘twelve the doctor and I went to the King's house at Kew.

* Boswell's Life of Johnson, edited by Croker. Ed. 1843, pp. 184—6.

+ Thackeray's Life of Chatham, vol. ii. p. 41. -

1 Lord Brougham’s Statesmen of the Time of George 3, vol i p. 129. Ed. 1838.

! The Reverend John James Majendie, Oanon of Windsor, father of the Reverend
Heury William qundne, afterwards successively Bishop of Chester and Bangor.
He died in 1830, _
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We had been only a few minutes in the hall when the King
and Queen came in from an airing; and, as they passed
through the hall, the King called to me by name, and asked
how long it was since I came from town I answered him
about an hour. ‘I shall see you,’ says he, ‘in a little
‘while." The doctor and I waited a considerable time, for
the King was busy; and then we were called into a large
room, furnished as a library, where the King was walking
about, and the Queen sitting in a chair.

““We were received in the most gracious manner possible
by both their Majesties, I had the honour of a conversation
with them, nobody else being present but Dr. Majendie, for
upwards of an hour, on a great variety of topics, in which

. both the King and Queen joined with a degree of cheerful-
ness, a.ﬂ'ablhty and ease, that was.to me surprising, and soon
dlss1pated the embmassment which I felt at the beginning
of the conference, _

“They both complimented me in the highest terms on my
‘Essay,’ which they said was a book they always kept by
them ; and the King said he had one copy of it at Kew, and
another in town, and immediately went and took it down
from a shelf. ‘I never stole a book bui once,’ said his
Majesty, ‘ and that was yours —speaking to me. ‘I stole it
from the Queen, to give it to Lord Hertford to read.”” He
had heard that the sale of Hume’s Essays had failed since
my book was published, and I told him what Mr. Strahan
had told me in regard to that matter. He had even heard
of my being at Edinburgh last summer, and how Mr. Hume
was oﬂ'ended on the score of my book.* He asked many
questions about the second part of the ‘ Essay,’ and when it
would be ready for the press. I gave him, in a short

* The “‘book™ in questwn was Dr. Bestt:e.s once famons “Essay on Truth,”
written in opposition to the arguments of Hume and the fashionable scepticism of
the day. Though it was the production of neither a profound philosopher nor of a
vory clever sontroversialist, such was tho fame and success of the ** Essay," that fivo
oditions of it wero disposed of in four years.
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speech, an account of the plan of it; and said, my health
was so precarious, I could not tell when it might be ready,
as I had many books to consult before I could finish it, but
that, if my health were ‘goed, I thought I might bring it to g
conclusion in two or three years, He asked how long I had
been in composing my Essay; praised the caution with
which it was written ; and said that he did not wonder that
it had employed me five or six years.

“ He asked about my poems. I said there was only one
poem of my own on which I set any value, meaning the
‘ Minstrel,” and that it was first published about the same
time with the  Essay.’ My other poems, I said, were incorrect,
being but juvenile pieces, and of little consequence, even in
my own opinion. We had much conversation on moral
subjects, from which both their Majesties let it” appear that
they were warm friends to Christianity, and so little inclined
to infidelity, that they could hardly believe that any thinking
man could really be an atheist, unless he could bring him-
self to believe that he had made himself; a thought which
pleased the King exceedingly, and he repeated it several
times to the Queen, He asked whether anything had been
written against me, I spoke of the late pamphlet, of which
I gave an account; telling him that I never had met with
any man that had read it, except one Quaker. This brought
on some discourse about the Quakers, whose moderation and
mild behaviour the King and Queen commended. I was
asked many questions about the Scots Universities, the
revenues of the Scots Clergy, their mode of praying ahd
preaching, the medical college of Edinburgh, Dr. Gregory
and Dr. Cullen, the length of our vacation at Aberdeen,
and the closeness of our attendance during the winter ; the
number of students that attend my lectures; my mode of
lecturing, whether from notes or completely written lectures ;
about Mr, Hume and Dr. Robertson, and Lord Kinnoul, and
the Archbishop of York. His Majesty asked what I thought
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of my new acquaintance, Lord Dartmouth? I said there
was something in his air and manner, which I thought not
only agreeable but enchanting, and that he seemed to me
to be one of the best of men; a sentiment in which both
their Majesties heartily joined. ‘They say that Lord Dart-
mouth is an enthusiast,’ said the King, ‘but surely he says
nothing on the subject of religion, but what every Christian
may and ought to say.’

“He asked whether I did not think the English language
on the decline at present? I answered in the affirmative,
and the King agreed, and named the ‘Spectator’ as one of the
best standards of the language. 'When I told him thatthe Scots
clergy sometimes prayed a quarter, or even half an hour; at a
time, he asked whether that did not lead them into repeti-
tions? I said it often did. ‘That,’ said he, *I donot like
in prayers, and excellent as our Liturgy is, I think it some-
what faulty in that respect.” ¢ Your Majeéty’ knows,” said 1,
* that three services are joined in one, in the ordmary church
service, which is one cause of these repetitions.” ‘True,’ he
replied, ‘and that circumstance also makes the service too
long.’ From this he took occasion to speak of the composi-
tion of the Church liturgy, on which he very justly bestowed
the highest commendation. ‘Observe,” his Majesty said,
‘how flat those occasional prayers are that are now com-
posed, in comparison with the old ones.’

“When I mentioned the smallness of the church Lvings
in Scotland, he said—* He wondered how meii' of liberal
education would choose to become clergymen there,’ and
asked whether, in the remote parts of the country, the clergy
in general were not very ignorant ?’ I answered, ‘ No; for
that education was very cheap in Scotland, and that the clergy
in general were men of good sense and competent learning.’
He asked whether we had any good preachers at Aberdeen‘?
I said, Yes; and named Campbell and Gerard, with whose
names, however, I did not find that he was acquainted. Dr.
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Majendie mentioned Dr. Oswald’s  Appeal’ with commen-

dation. I praised it too, and the Queen took down the name,

with a view to send for it. I was asked whether I knew

Dr. Oswald? I answered, I did not; and said that my

book was published before I read his; that Dr. Oswald was

. well known to Lord Kinnoul, who had often proposed to
make us acquainted. '

“We discussed a great many other topics, for the con-
versation lasted upwards of an hour without any inter- .
mission. The Queen bore a large share in it. Both
the King and her Majesty showed a great deal of good
sense, acuteness, and knowledge, as well as of good-nature
and affability. At last the King took out his watch,
(for it was now almost three o’clock, his hour of dinner,)
which Dr. Majendie and I took as a signal to with-
draw. We accordingly bowed to their Majesties, and I
addressed the King in these words:—‘I hope, Sir, your
Majesty will pardon me, if I take this opportunity to return
you my humble and most grateful acknowledgments for the
honour you have been pleased to confer upon me.’ He im-
mediately answered—*I think I could do no less for a man -
who has done so much service for the good of Christianity.
I shall always be gla.d of an opportunity to show the good
opinion I have of you.’

* The Queen,” concludes Dr. Beattie, “ sat all the while,
and the King stood, sometimes walkmg about a httle
Her Majesty speaks the English language with surprising
elegance, and little or nothing of a foreign accent, so
- that, if she were only of the rank of a private gentle-
woman, one could not help taking notice of her as one of
the most agreeable women in the world. Her face is
much more pleasing than any of her pictures, and, in the
expression of her eyes, and in her sn:ule there is somethmg
" peculiarly engaging.” *

* Bir W. Forbes’ Life of Dr. Beattie, vol. L pp. 347—854.
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The King’s kindness to the author of the “Minstrel ”
amounted to more than words ; his Majesty having, four days
previously to their interview at Kew, conferred upon him a
pension of two hundred a year. Another Scottish Divine
and eminent literary man who, about this period, received
substantial favours at the hands of his Sovereign, was the
celebrated Divine, Dr. Hugh Blair. When, on the 7th of
April, 1762, the King—* with that wise attention to the
interests of religion and literature which distinguishes his
reign "—*‘ munificently erected and endowed ” a Professor-
ship of Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the University of
Edinburgh, it was Dr. Blair whom he selected to be the
Regius Professor.* Moreover, eighteen years afierwards,
we find the Queen, “ on account of the pleasure which she
bad derived from reading his sermons,” obtaining for him
a pension of two hundred a year.t

Dr. Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, although a disappointed
Whig, and for this, and other reasons, not very likely to be
prejudiced in the King’s favour, has nevertheless done
justice to what he styles the * quickness and intelligence ”
of his royal master. As an instance he relates the following
anecdote. The King happened to be one day conversing at
the levee with the Duke of Richmond, then Master General
of the Ordnance, when the conversation turning on a new
and beneficial process in the manufacture of gunpowder,
the Duke thought it right to intimate to his Majesty that
his right reverend friend, who was standing at the time in
the royal circle, was the author of the improvement. The
Bishop, somewhat abashed, stammered out a few remarks
on the scandal which might attach to a Christian Bishop
for instructing mankind in the art of destroying one

another. “Do not let that distress you,” said the King,

% <« Ghort Acconnt of the Life of Dr. Hugh Blair, D.D., by .fam.ea Finl_ayson, D.D.,”
. appended to Blair's Sermons, vol, v. p. 463 ; Chalmers's Gen. Biog. Dict. Art. Blair,
+ The pension was conferred on Dr. Blair on the 25th of July 1750, Finlayson's

# Short Account,™ &o., ¢t supra, p. 464,
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“for the quicker the conflict, the less the slaughter.,”—%“I
mention this,” adds the Bishop, * to.do justice to the King,
whose understanding it was the fashion to decry.” *

The Bishop has recorded another rather remarkable con-
versation which he held with his Sovereign at the levee, in
the month of November, 1787. “I was standing,” he
says, “next to a Venetian nobleman. The King was con-
- versing with "him about .the Republic of Venice, and,
_ hastily turning to me, said—* There now; you hear what
he says about a Republic.’ My answer was—* Sir, I look
upon a Republic as one of the worst forms of Govern-
ment.” The King gave me, as he thought, another blow
about a Republic. I answered that I could not live under
a Republic. His Majesty still pursued the subject. I
thought myself insulted, and firmly said—‘Sir, I look
‘upon the tyranny of any one man to be an intolerable evil,
and upon the tyranny of a hundred to be a hundred times
as bad.” The King went off. His Majesty, I -doubt not,
had given credit to the calumnies, which the court-insects
had buzzed into his ears, of my being a favourer of repub-
lican principles, because I was known to be a supporter of
Revolution principles, and had a pleasure in telhng me what
he thought of me.” T

The BlShOp lived to earn the gratitude of his Sovereign.
Five years afterwards, when the doctrines broached by the
French revolutionists were not only spreading rapidly over
Europe, but when the common people, in every village in
. England, were talking wildly about liberty and equality,
the Blshop published a sermon which had a considerable
share in allaying the ferment.} Highly gratified at the con-

* Bishop Watsons Anecdoteg of his Own Llfe, vol. i p. 242

+ Idid., vol. i. p. 814,

- The Wisdom and Goodness of God, in having made both Rich and Poor.” The
Dishop at a later period reiterated his fear and dislike of French Republican principles
inn & publication entitled,—** The Subatance of a Speech intended to havo been spoken

"in the House of Lords, November 22, 1803."
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duct of the Whig prelate, the King not only spoke of the
sermon to the Archbishop of Canterbury in terms of high
praise, but when the Bishop next made his appearance at
the levee, the King personally expressed to him the strong
and grateful sense wwhich he entertained of the service
which he had rendered to monarchy, as well as to the com-
munity at large. *‘ Sir,” said the Bishop, “I love te come
forward in a moment of danger.”—*1I see you do,” replied
the King, “and it is a mark of a man of high spirit.”*
It was on the occasion of Bishop Watson publishing his
¢ Apology for Christianity,” that George the Third made
his well-known remark, that ““he never before was aware
that Christianity stood in need of any apology.”

The following brief account of a levee-scene at St.
James's, from the pen of another literary -Prelate, the cele-
brated Bishop Warburton, .although. it be of less value as
bearing upon the story of George the Third, than as being
characteristic of the Bishop himself, is nevertheless worthy of
notice. * I brought as usual,” writes the Bishop on the 20th of
February, 1767, “ abad cold with.me to town, and, this being
the first day I ventured out, of doors, it was employed, as in
duty bound, at Court, it being a levee-day. A duffoon-
lord in waiting—you may guess whom I mean—was very
busy marshalling.the circle, and bhe said to me without cere-

'mony+— Move forward! you clog up the doorway. I
replied with as little—* Did nobody clog up the King’s door-
way more than I have, there would be room for all honest
men.’ 'This brought the man to himself. When the King
came up to me he asked—‘ Why I did not come to town
before?’ I said—I understood there was no business going
forward in the House in which I could be of service to his

* Bishop Watson’s Anscdotes of his Own Life, vol. i pp. 438, 439, “His™
Majesty’s roception of me at his leves, to which I went once, or at the most twice, a
year,” writes the Whig prelate, ** wasalways so complimentary that, nofwitheianding
ths pestilend prevalencs of couré duphmty, I cannot bring myself to believe that he was
my enemy.” J[¥id, p 489,
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Majesty.” He replied—* He supposed the severe storm of
snow would have brought me up.’ I replied—‘I was under
cover of a very warm house.” You see by all this how unfit
I am for Courts.” *

The circumstance is rather a mnotable one, that, of the
persons who had the most reason to dislike or to be disliked
by George the Third, two at least should have borne pleas- -
ing testimony, the one to his intelligence, and the other to
his virtues. * Wilkes,” writes Butler the * Reminiscent,”
“thought highly of the talents and firmness of the late King,
and was persuaded that a Ministry protected by him could
not, without some singular blunder, or some event singularly
unlucky, be shaken by any Opposition.” t—“1 believe,”
writes Benjamin Franklin, *that had the King had a bad
character, and Wilkes a good ome, the latter might have
turned the former out of his kingdom.”} Again Franklin
writes during the London riots in May, 1768—* What the
event will be, God only knows. But some punishment
seems preparing for a People who are ungratefully abusing
the best Constitution and the best King any nation was ever
blessed with.” §

* Nichols's Literary Anecdotes of the Eighteenth Century, vol. v. p. 645.
+ Butler's Reminiscences, p. 74,

% Frenklin's Lifo and Writings, vol, ii. p. 158.

§ Grahama's Hist. of the United States, vol. iv, p. 453.
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CHAPTER XXVIII

Failure of Lord North’s proposals for conciliating the North American Colonists—
Franklin's reture to America—Burke’s Conciliatory Resolutions rejected iu the
Houge of Cornmons by a large majority—Infatuation of the British Ministers—
Agitation in the Colonies—Collision at Lexington, Massachusetts—** Battle of
Concord "—Disastrous rotreat of the British to Boston.

In the mean time, affairs in America had been exciting the
deepest interest, as well in Great Britain as amongst the
Colonists themselves, While the oppressive Act for restrain=
ing the trade of New England was still passing through its
various stages in the British Parliament, Lord North, fo the
astonishment of the House of Commons, and even of some
of his own colleagues, intimated that he had a conciliatory
plan of his own to submit to the House. The British
Legislature, he premised, would never yield up the principle
that it had the right to tax America. Let the Colonial
Assembliel, however, consent and, promise to make proper
provision towards the common defence of the Empire, for the
maintenance of civil government in America and the admi-
nistration of justice, and Great Britain, on her part, would.
guarantee to impose no more taxes on America, unless for
the regulation of commerce. Such was the spirit of the
conciliatory scheme, which, in the form of a resolution, Lord<
North submitted to the House of Commons. Whether, he
said, any of the Colonies would return to their allegiance on
these terms, he was unable to say. It was, however, both
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wise and humane to give them the option; and, *if they
rejected them,” he added, * their blood must be on their own
head.”

Had this resolution been proposed at an earlier period of
the disputes between the two countries, it is possible it might
have produced a healing effect. Under present circum-
stances, however, it was little better than a mockery. “It
is a mere verbiage,” writes Lord Chatham to Lord Mahon;
“ a most puerile mockery that will be spurned in America, as
well as laughed at here by the friends of America, and by
the unrelenting enemies of that noble country.” * Forinstance,
it still retained on the Statute Book the offensive assertion of
right on the part of the parent-country to tax her Colonies,
It left to the decision, not of the Assemblies of the different -
Provinces, but of the Crown, the amount of funds which
they were to be required to contribute towards the defence
of the Empire ; and, lastly, any favourable impression which
it might otherwise have produced on the minds of the
Americen people, was certain to be nullified by the recent
odious Bill for ruining their commerce and trade, which the -
same packet would probably carry across the Atlantic. It
was like a man, said Franklin, with an olive-branch in one
hand and a sword in the other. That Lord North’s proposi-
tion would have been' more ample and liberal, but for the
opposition which he anticipated from the Bedford section of
his party, there seems good reason to believe. Indeed, as it
wag, the probability of that party voting with the friends of
high prerogative had threatened to place the Minister in a
minority. “Last Monday,” writes Gibbon, “a conciliatory
motion of allowing the colonies to tax themselves was iniro-
duced by Lord North, in the midst of lives and fortunes, war
and famine, We went into the House in confusion, every
moment expecting that the Bedfords would fly into rebellion
against those measures. Lord North rose.six times to
appease the storm, but all in vain; till at length Sir Gilbert

* Chatham Qorresp., vol. iv. p. 408,
YoL, IL. :
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[Elliot] declared for Administration, and the troops all rallied
under the proper standard.” * *“ The Bedford party,” writes
the American historian, “ threatened to vote against the
Minister, till Sir Gilbert Elliot, the well-known friend of the
King, brought to his aid the royal influence, and secured for
the motion a large majority.” 1

This amiable, however inadequate, endeavour to conciliate
the Americans, originated, there is every reason to believe, in
the King. His principal confidants would seem to have
been Lord North, Sir Gilbert Elliot, and Admiral Earl
Howe. There was at this time no private family in England
with whom the King associated on more affectionate terms,
than with the members of the house of Howe. For the
Earl, and for his charming and acconiplished sister, Mrs.
Howe, he ever entertained the strongest respect and
‘regard, By the marriage of their father, Emanuel, second
Viscount Howe, with Mary Sophia Kielmansegge, a na-
tural daunghter of George the First, they were first
cousing once removed to the King., Moreover, the fact of
the Earl's mother having been Lady of the Bedchamber to
Augusta Princess of Wales had probably improved the
intimacy between the two families. When therefore we
discover so intimate a friend of the King as Lord Howe
seeking clandestine interviews with Franklin — when we
remember that his lordship held important office as Trea-
surer of the Navy, and that Franklin, on the other hand,
was not only regarded by the high prerogative party as
a rebel, but that he lived in daily apprehension of arrest
—and, lastly, when we find that the object of their inter-
views was the conciliation of the American Colonies—we
have surely a right to presume that so cautious and saga-
cious a nobleman as Lord Howe would never have under-
taken so delicate a negotiation, unless expressly desired and

* Letter to Mr. H;)h'oyd, Februnry 1775 ; Gibbon’s Miss, Works, p. 208. Ed 1887,
+ Banoroft’s Hist, of the United States, vol. vil p. 243. Boston, 1860. The
numbers on the division were 74 to 88.
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. instructed by his sovereign. No one, indeed, can read the
interesting accounts which Franklin has bequeathed us of
those interviews, without, we think, being satisfied that the
King was the promoter of them. A game of chess with the
lady of the mansion was the ostensible cause of Franklin’s
visits to Grafton Street. To confer in private with Lord
Howe on American affairs was the real and important
motive. What, inquired Mrs. Howe of Franklin over their
chess-board, were the real and substantive grounds of
quarrel between Great Britain and America? There were
no “clashing interests,”” was the pithy reply. “If was
rather a matter of punctilio—which two or three sensible
people might settle in half an hour.” * '

To the mortification of the illustrious American, this,
his last attempt to obtain redresg for his suffering fellow-
countrymen, came to nothing. He had by this time, to use
his own words, ceased to entertain a hope that the destinies
of America would be ‘rescued out of the mangling hands
of the present set of blundering Ministers.” T He bad
attended, and for the last time listened, in the House of
Lords, to Ministerial depreciations of “American courage,
religion, and understanding.” England, instead of adopt-
ing his views, threatened him with a prison, and accordingly-
he prepared to return to his native country—insulted, mor-
tified, disappointed. One of the last visits which he paid
was to Edmund Burke, on the day previous to his finally
quitting London.f Mournfully he predicted the impending
separation between the mother-country and her Colonies.

* Franklin's Life and Writings, vol. i. p. 441, 8rd ed. See also Jefforson’s Mo-
moirs and Correspondence, vol. i. pp. 98—4.  ‘“The King,” writes Franklin in
1772, **has Iately boen heard to spesk of me with regard.” Franklin's Life and
‘Writings, vol. i. p. 350, + Ihid. p. 435,

t Prior's Life of Burke, vol. i. p. 806, Franklin arrived at Philadelphia on the
4th of May, to the great satisfaction of his fellow-countryman,

¢ 'Welcome once more
"Fo these fair western plains, thy native shore !
Hero live beloved ! 9
G
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America, he said, bad enjoyed happiér days under the rule
of Great Britain than possibly she might ever enjoy again,
He lamented the separation, but, he added, it was inevitable.
‘When, nineteen months afterwards, Franklin next visited
Europe, it was in the proud capacity of Minister Plenipoten-
tiary from the American Congress to the Court of France. “In
regard to this event,” writes Lord Rockingham, #I cannot
refrain from paying my tribute of admiration to the vigour,
magnanimity, and determined resolution of the old man. The
horrid scene at @ Privy Council is in my memory, though
perhaps not in his. It may not excite his conduct. It cer-
tainly deters: him not. He boldly ventures to .cross the
Atlantic in an American little frigate, and risks the dangers
of being taken, and being once more brought before an im-
placable tribunal. The sight of Banquo's ghost could not
more offend the eyes of Macbeth, than the knowledge of this
old man being at Versailles should affect the minds of those
'who were principals in that horrid scene.” *

Burke appears to have been more sanguine than Franklin
in regard to American affairs, and accordingly, not many
days after the departure of his friend, he moved in the House
of Commons a series of propositions as the basis for conci-
liation between Great Britain and America. His speech
‘on this occasion is said to have been one of the finest ever

delivered within the walls of Parliament ; yet it produced no
more favourable results than had been eflected by the close
reasonings and experience of Pownall, or by the fervid elo-
quence of Chatham, No fewer than two hundred-and seventy
members, against seventy-eight, voted in favour of ‘tyranny
and subjugation, Well might Burke exclaim in the course

‘Why staid apostate Wedderburn behind,
The scum, the scorn, the scoundrel of mankind 1*
“‘Rivington's Gazetteer,” May 4, 1775, quoted in Moore’s Diary of the American
Revolution, vol. i, p. 74,7
* Rookingham Papers, vol. il pp. 801—8.
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of his memorable oration—* A great empire and little minds
go but ill together.”—* Pacification with America,” writes
Walpole to Mann, *is not the measure adopted. - More regi-
ments are ordered thither. They are bold Ministers, me-
thinks, who do not hesitate on a civil war, in which
victory may bring ruin, and disappointment endanger their
heads.” *

Thus gradually began to die away most of the remaining
hopes entertained by the wise and the far-sighted, of beingable
to avert the horrors of civil war and the dismemberment of
the Empire. Henceforth, the question at issue between the
two countries was reduced to the simple, but momentous
proposition, whether Great Britain was to subjugate her
Colonies, or whether the Colonies were to achieve their
Independence. Such was the view which was taken of
the subject by the French Court; and, indeed, with the
exception of the British Ministers and the country gentle-
men, such was the view which was beginning to be adopted
on either side of the Atlantic.

There were two points, connected with American affairs,
-on which the imaginations of Lord North and his colleagues
appear to have run completely wild. In the first place,
it was still their conviction that the Colonists, instead of
fighting, would be easily frightened into submission; and
secondly they were no less satisfied that the affection, which
the Americans still professed for the mother-country, was
nothing but a feint, and that Independence had long been
the end and aim of their leading men. How completely
American valour subsequently gave the lie to the former con-
viction it is needless to observe, Nor was the second propo-
sition, cruelly reflecting, as it did, on the sincerity of the
straightforward founders of the American Republic, less un- -
sound than the first. For instance, when, in the preceding

* Walpole's Letters, vol. vi. p. 183 ; Edition 1857,
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month of October, the high-minded Washington expressed
his ‘conviction *that no such thing as Independence was
desired by any thinking man in America,” is it conceivable
that he was inditing a deliberate untruth?*® Again,
when Franklin gave the same solemn assurance to Lord
Chatham, is it credible that he was wilfully deceiving
the staunchest champion and friend of American liberty and
of the American people? “I assure your Lordship,” were
Franklin’s words, * that having more than once travelled
almost from one end of the Continent to the other, and
kept a great vdriety of company—eating, drinking, and
conversing with them freely—I never heard in any conver-
sation from any person, drunk or sober, the least expression
of a wish for a separation, or hint that such a thing would
be advantageous to America.” Did Jefferson ell an
untruth when he .wrote—* Before the 19th of April 1775,
I never heard a whisper of a disposition to separate from
Great Britain?” Or was John Adams similarly guilty of
an untruth when, in March 1775, he wrote of the people
of Massachusetts—*‘ That there are any who pant after
Independence is the greatest slander on the province ”?
Tt is our greatest wish and -inclination, as well as interest,
to continue our connexion with, and dependence upon, the
British Government ""—were the words of the famous Reso-
Iution which, at the suggestion of Washington, was adopted
by the people of Fairfax county, Virginia.t No!—The

* Apain Washington writes in 1774 ~—*' Give mo leave to add—and I think ¥ can
announce it as a fack—that it is not the wish or interest of that government [Massa-
chusotts, ] or of any okher upon this Continent, separately or collectively to set up for
Independence.” Sparks’s Life of Washingion, vol. 1. p. 131. Indeed, 5o late as the
first of April 1776, only three months before America declared her Independence,
‘Weshington wrote to Joseph Reed—** My countrymen, X know from their form of
government and stendy attachment heratofore to royalty, will come reluctantly into
the 1dea of Independence ; but time and pemcution bring many wonderfal things
to pase.”  Washingion's Writings, by M vol. iii. p. 347.

+ Fronklin's Life and Writings, vol. i. pp. 435—6 ; Bancroft’s Hist, of the United
States, vol, vii, p. 301 ; Boston, 1860 ; Washington's Wntmgs, edited by Sparks, vol,
ii., p. 490, Appendix.
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Independence of America sprang not from premeditation
nor intrigue. There may, indeed, have been a few of the
more exasperated or ambitious of her sons, who, looking
forward to the future greatness of their country, already
aspired to throw off the yoke of the parent-land ; but as yet
such had not been the desire of the wisest and the best.
The Revolution, now fast approaching, was not of the
Americans’ seeking. It -was instigated neither by false
patriots, nor by mob-orators, nor by dreaming political
enthusiasts. The wrongs from which it sprang were neither
imaginary, nor were they ordinary wrongs. It ‘was the
universal rising of a sagacious and a loyal people*®
defence of their chartered liberties and their lives—a solemn
appeal to the God of Battles to defend and uphold the right.
“ Qur conduct,” writes Horace Walpole to General Conway,
“ has been that of pert children. We have thrown a pebble
at & mastiff, and are surprised it was not frightened.” T

In the mean time, the news of the arbitrary proceedings
of the British Legislature had greatly increased the ferment in
America. All eyes, as formerly, were turned towards Massa- .
chusetts, and especially towards the people of Boston. In
that city a dismal winter had been passed—by the British regi-
ments, on the one side, in mglonous inactivity, and by the
lea.dmg-men of the province in providing fire-arms, collecting
military stores, and increasing their Militia, or Minute Men,
who now amounted to several thousands. The sight of the
soldiers fortifying Boston Neck had kept their exasperation
constantly alive. A mere accident—the loss of a single life
in a scuffle—might at any moment kindle civil war through-
out the whole continent of America.

Spring had scarcely set in, before such an occasion actually

* At o dinner given at New York on the 5th of July to General Wooster and the
officers of the Connecticut corps, we find the first toast proposed and drunk te be—=
“The King.” Moors's Diary of the American Revolution, vol. §. p, 107,

* Walpole's Letters, vol. vi. p. 159, odition 1857. .
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occurred. Intelligence having reached General Gage that
a large magazive of military stores had been formed by the
Americans at Concord—an infand town, about twenty miles
from Boston—he determined, at the repeated solicitations, it
is said, of the American loyalists in Massachusetts,* at once
to eﬂ'ecf; either its capture or destruction. Accordmgly, on
the night of the 18th of April, a secret expedition, consisting of
about eight hundred Grenadiers, Light Infantry, and Marines,
under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Smith of the Tenth
Regiment, were carried in boats across the Charles River
to East Cambridge. “ They will miss their aim,” said a
mysterious voice from amongst the bystanders.  What
. aim ?”—hastily inquired a British officer, Earl Percy.

“Why, the cannon at Concord,” was the reply. Lord
Percy instantly flew to communicate the words to General
Gtage, ‘when immediate orders were given for preventing
any American quitting the town, but it was found impossible
to carry them into effect. Already two high-spirited young
men, moutited on fleet horses, were making the best of their
way to Concord ; knocking at the house-doors of the different
villages through which they galloped, and communicating to
the inhabitants the intelligence of the advance of the British
troops. Already, with far greater rapidity than the speed
of horses, a mysterious light, streaming from the steeple
of one of the Boston churches, was promulgating, far and
wide, that peril was at hand. Then, too, fell on the ears of
the astonished soldiery the sound of the ringing of bells and
the distant firing of cannon. Even to the youngest soldier,
it must have been evident that their purpose had transpired ;
that the sounds to which he listened were the signals for
rousing up the Minute Ment from their beds; and that,
before daylight, an overpowering force might possibly attack

* (ordon’s Hist. of the American Revolution, vol. i. p. 477.
* 8o called, it is said, from their being pledged to rush to the post of dengor at a
minute’s notice,
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them and even cut off their retreat.* Nevertheless Colonel
Smith, in pursuance of his orders, continued his eventful
march.

The troops had pushed. on some miles beyond Boston,
when Colonel Smith deemed it prudent to send forward six
companies of Light Infantry, under the command of Major
Pitcairn of the Royal Marines, for the purpose of securing
one or two bridges which it was indispensable for his men
to cross. It was five o'clock in the moming when the
advanced party reached the village of Lexington, ai that
time containing about seven hundred inhabitants, Here, by
the dim light which was just beginning to dawn, Major
Pitcairn perceived a body of militia, to the number of about
seventy men, drawn up on the village-green by the roadside,
armed and wearing military accoutrements. With what
object they were there, with this hostile demonstration, unless
for the purpose of attacking, or of inviting an attack, from the
Bntish, it is difficult to determine. Even their historians,
though they insist that their intentions were peaceful, do
not deny that their pieces were loaded. Under all the cir-
cumstances, 1t seems only natural that Major Pitcairn should
have ridden up to them and inquired the object of their
being thus assembled. This, according to the American
accounts, he did in an insufferably insolent manner, crying out
to them—* Disperse, you rebels!— D——n you! Throw
down your arms and disperse!” 1 This demand, it is said,
not being instantly complied with, Pitcairn, baving first of

* The Massachusetts Committee of Safety and Snpplies bad, by their votes on the
14th of the preceding month, provided for such an occasion as now occurred. * Votod-—

- That Members from this Comuittee belonging to the towns of Charlestown, Cam-

bridge, and Boxbury, be desired, at the Province expense, to procure at least two men
for a Watch every night to be placed in each of thoss towns; and that the said
Members be in readiness to send Couriers forward to the Towns where the Magazines
&re placed, when mllies are made from the Army by night.” It was also voted that
similar instroctions should bhe sent to Colonel Barret at Concord.  American
Archives published by Authority of Congress, fourth Series, vol. i. col. 1370.

+ American Archivea, fourth Series, vol. i col 391.
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all discharged his own pistol, gave the order to his men to
fire, an order which was only too promptly and effectually
obeyed. “Then -and not till then,” writes their historian,
“did a few of them, on their own impulse, return the Bntlsh
fire. These random shots of fugitives, or dying men, did
no harm, except that Pitcairn’s horse was perhéps grazed,
" and a private of the 10th Light Infantry was touched shghtly
in the leg.” * Seven of the militia were killed, and nine
wounded,

Such is the American account of the skirmish at Lexing-
ton—an account certainly differing very materially from that
which was subsequently drawn up by Colonel Smith for the
information of General Gage and of the British Government.
“I understand,” writes the Colonel, *from the report of
Major Pitcairn, and from many officers, that they found on
a green, close to the road, a body of the country-people
drawn up in military order, with arms and accoutrements,
and, as appeared after, loaded; and that they had posted
some men in a dwelling and meeting-house. Qur troops
advanced towards them, without any intention of injuring
them, further than to inquire the reason of their being thus
a.ssembled and, if not satisfactory, to have secured their
arms. But they in confusion went off, principally to the
left; only one of them fired before he went off, and three or
- four- more jumped over a wall, and fired from behind it
among 'the soldiers, on which the troops returned it, and
killed several of them. They likewise fired on the soldiers
from the meeting and dwelling-house. We had ohe man
wounded, and Major Pitcairn’s horse shot in two places.” T

* Bancroft's Hist. of the United States, vol. vil. p. 293 ; American Archives,
fourth Series, vol, ii. col. 368, 370, 59%2.

% Earl Stanhope's Hist. of England, vol. vi,, Appendix, p. ix.; London Gazeite, 6 to
10 June 1775. See also s despatch transmitted by General Gage to the Earl of Dunmore,
in the American Archives, fourth Series, vol. ii, col. 486~7. * Major Pitcairn,”
according to another account, “ called upon them to disperse, and on atiempting to
purround and disarm thein, they fired upon our iroops; wpon which the light
infantry, without being ordered, fited and killed soveral of the country-people.”
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Accounts so different there is certainly great difficulty in
reconciling. In the first place, that a body of half-disci-
plined countrymen should have commenced an attack on a
detachment of British troops, who were not only highly or-
ganized, but superior to themselves in number, is, to say the
least, improbable ; while on the other hand, no less difficult
is it to question the veracity of an official report of a British
Officer of high position ; more especially as he had taken no
part in the melancholy affray, and consequently could have
no personal motive for misrepresenting the fact.

It was about seven o’clock, on a beautiful spring morning,
that the British troops marched into the excited town of Con-
cord. The only force, which secemed to threaten to dispute
their advance, was a body of about two hundred exasperated
Militia men who were posted on a neighbouring eminence, but
who, perceiving how inferior they were in numbers to the
regulars, withdrew at their approach to the distance of about
half a mJ.Ie, where they waited for reinforcements, Paying
no attention to this body of men, further than detaching
about a hundred soldiers to occupy the bridge across the .
Concord River, Colonel Smith commenced his search for
the cannon, and other warlike stores, of which he had come
in quest. The Americans, however, had been allowed time
to bury the one, and to carry off the greater portion of the
other, and consequently the paltry destruction of about sixty
barrels of powder and an insignificant quantity of ball-—the
spiking of three pieces of artillery, and the burning of the
Tree of Liberty and some gun-carriages—were all the advan-
tages for which, to use the words of the American historian,
General Gage * precipitated a Civil War.”* * Private
dwellings,” -according to the same authority, “ were rifled ;”
but so far from any such outrage ha.ving been sanctioned by

Nicolas's Historical Racord of the Royal Marines, p. 79. These statements tond allo-
gother to exonerate Mnjor Pitcairn from the eha.rge of rash and violent conduct:
* Banecroft's Hist. of tho United States, vol. vil. p. 300.
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Colone]l Smith, we find, from his despatch to General Gage,
that both he and Major Pitcairn did their utmost to allay
the apprehensions of the inhabitants, by explaining to them
the true and only object of their visit to Concord. “We
had opportunities,” writes the Colonel, * of convincing them
of our good intentions, but they were sulky, and one of them
even struck Major Pltca.lrn g

In the mean time, by the pouring into Concord of numbers
of armed men from the neighbouring farm-houses and
villages, the party of American Militia—which we have men-
tioned as having retired at the approach of the redcoats—had
been increased to about fout hundred. In front of them,
. almost within gun-shot, was presented the irritating spectacle
of a hundred British soldiers occupying, and stending at
their arms, upon the town bridge; while, further off, was
seen the smoke arising from the burning gtn-carriages and
Tree of Liberty. For some length of time the leading
Americans stood apart in anxious consultation. It was, in
fact, no light responsibility to fall to the lot of three or four
peaceful individuals, to be suddenly called upon to decide on
the alternative of either remaining passive spectators of the
destruction of their property and the invasion of their rights,
or else, by offering resistance to the King’s troops, pro-
bably plunge their country into a civil war. In front of
them, almost inviting attack, was ranged an isolated detach-
ment of the redoubtable British Infantry. To induce the
redcoaty to fire in the first instance, instead of being
themselves the aggressors,—to follow up their success,
should they prove victorious, by pursuing, harassing, attack-
ing, and- if possible annihilating, the remainder of the
British force while on its return to Boston—appear to have

* Colonel Smith’s despatch ; Earl Stankope's Hist. of England, vol. vi., Appendix,
P 10.  See also Holmes's American Annals, vol. ii. p. 272, nofs, where an aneedote
is related of great forbearance on the part of & British officer, tending strongly to the
presumption that private property was spared on the occasion.
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been the plan of operations which was agreed upon by this
little Council of War. At all events, the word was presently
given fo advance, when the whole body, having previously
received the strictest commands not to be the first to fire,
marched directly towards the bridge. As their pace was a
rapid one, and as their intentions and attitude were to all
appearance hostile, surely the Bnitish, if they were the first
to fire, are not to be too severely blamed. *“On their
coming pretty near,” writes Colonel Smith, * one of our men
fired on them, which they returned.” It was not, however,
till the British had poured in a volley upon them, nor till
after the lapse of many seconds, that the return-fire came
from the American side. For a moment, indeed, it seemed
to be a question with the latter whether to fight or fly, when
their enthusiastic leader, Major John Buttrick * of Concord,
leaped impetuocusly forward, exclaiming—* Fire, fellow sol-
diers! For God’s sake, fire!” Had they continued to
hesitate, the lberties of America might have been crushed
for a time, and her Independence postponed for another
century. That voice, however, acted like a spell. The -
words—"* Fire! fire! fire! flew from mouth to mouth,” and
instantaneously a volley was discharged at the British, which
killed two of them and wounded several others, Then
ensued a short conflict which was followed by the discomfiture
of the redcoats, who, outnumbered by as many as four to
one, retreated in confusion, and apparently panic-struck, to
the main body of their comrades, leaving the bridge in the
possession of the Americans, Such were the chief incidents
associated with that momentous conflict, upon which the
Americans, with a pardonable vanity, have conferred the

* Major Buttrick subsequently received a Colonel's Commission and served with
credit during the Revolutionary war, ¢ On his decease, his foneral was attended by
military honours. A procession, with eppropriate music, moved over the very ground
where he had lad Lis scldiers to action ; and the entire scenc was the most solemn
and imprestive ever known in Concord.” Holmes's American Annals, vol. it. p. 272,

nots. A handsoms granite monwment, commemorstive of the events of the day, now
stands upon the spot,
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stately title of the Battle of Concord. * This,” writes their
historian, “is the world-renowned Barriz oF Concorp,
more eventful than Agincourt or Blenheim,” *

It was noon when Colonel Smith and his men commenced
retracing their steps to Boston. The road, which his troops
had to traverse, was a hilly and zigzag one, winding through
forests and brushwood, and occasionally between defiles.
By this time the whole of the surrounding country had risen
againgt the Brifish, Great numbers of armed men came
pouring in from all quarters, each of them intent on bringing
to the earth a British soldier. No sooner, consequently, did
the royal forces commence their retreat, than they found
themselves exposed to an incessant and galling fire. It was
to no purpose that, facing about, they endeavoured to bring
their assailants to a close encounter. From thickets and
ditches, and from behind stone walls, an irregular fire was
kept up, which, with scarcely five minutes’ interruption, was
continued for eighteen miles. Not a rock, not a ftree,
but was taken advantage of to harass the retreating force.
Although scarcely half a dozen Americans were at any one
moment to be seen together, the occasional density of the
galling fire evinced how numerous were the assailants. The
British had commenced their retreat in good order. Pre-
viously, however, to their reaching Lexington, it was con-
verted almost into a flight. Their ammunition, by this time,
was nearly expended ; the wounded had begun to drop from
lassitude and loss of blood ; the flanking-parties had become
too fatigued to be able any longer to discharge their duties
with proper effect. Even the American writers admit that
the officers behaved admirably; yet, but for the promptitude
of General Gage, all their gallantry, and sall their efforts to
form their men, would have been to no purpose. Intelli-
gence having reached him of the opposition which the

* Bancroft’s Hist, of the United States, vol. vii. p. 803 ; Boston, 1860,
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troops had met with at Lexington, he instantly sent for-
ward a reinforcement, consisting of eight companies of the
4th, the same number of companies of other Regiments,
with some Marines and two field-pieces. This detachment,
which was under the command of Earl Percy, happily
reached Lexington at a most critical moment, when the fire
of the Provincials was the fiercest, and when a disorderly
flight on the part of the royal troops seemed to be almost
inevitable, The DBritish artillery immediately opened fire
upon the enemy, under the protection of which Lord Percy
formed his brigade into a hollow square, into which he
received his wounded and exhausted fellow-soldiers. Never
did a military reinforcement arrive at a more opportune mo-
ment, Such, we are assured, was the pitiable condition of the
hunted British soldiers, that * their tongues were hanging
out of their mouths, like those of dogs after a chase,” *

But, though the British had been reinforced by their
friends, their condition, on resuming their march, proved to
be scarcely less perilous than it had previcusly been. The
pumber .of their foes had increased to a very formidable -
amount, Armed men had continued to pour in by hundreds
from the surrounding towns and villages. - The old, as
well as the young, had seized their guns. One and all
were bent on the extermination of the redcoats. In vain the
British officers, mortified and exasperated at the humiliating
character of the conflict, made renewed attempts to bring on
a close encounter. “ Notwithstanding the enemy’s num-
bers,” writes Colonel Smith to Governor Gage, “ they did
not make one gallant attempt during so long an action.”
But far it was from being the policy of the half-disciplined
peasantry of Massachusetts to contend at close quarters with
the redoubtable British Infantry. To the keen-eyed marksmen
of the soil, every familiar tree and every ditch was a forti-

* Holmes's American Annals, vol. ii. p. 273, note,
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fication, When cover was wanting, they raised breastworks
of shingle, or, lying down to load their guns at one place,
fired them off from another. Thus pursued and harassed by
their merciless assailants—their ammunition again beginning
to fail and all but the strongest beginning to sink from
fatigue—great indeed must have been the satisfaction of
the British when, shortly before sunset, the fown and
harbour of Charlestown appeared in sight. During the day
Lord Percy’s brigade had marched thirty miles in ten
hours. Smith and his detachment had retreated eighteen
miles in six hours. Fortunately some British ships of war
lay-in the harbour of Charlestown, and accordingly under
the: protection of their guns the fugitives were enabled to
cross Charles River, and to reach Boston without further
molestation. Altogether, the loss to the British was less
perhaps than might have been anticipated. It amounted, in
killed, wounded, and missing, to two hundred and seventy-
three. The loss to the Americans was eighty-eight.®

Such was the disastrous result of General Gage's ill-
advised expedition to Concord! When the sun had risen,
on the moming of the 19th of April, there had probably not
been half a dozen persons in Massachusetts who had anti-
cipated that before night-time a single hostile shot would be
fired. At noon on that day a splendid detachment of British
troops had marched gaily out of Boston ; their band striking
up the tune of “ Yankee Doodle,” 1 and the officers boasting

* ¢“Tho troops not being able to stand it,’” writes an American eye-witnoss,
' wero olliged to continue the retreat, which they did with the bravefy becoming
Dritish soldiers.”—-'‘ I stood upon the hills in town and saw the engagement very
plain, which waa very bloody for seven hours; and it is conjectured that one half of
the soldiera at least aro killed.” American Archives, fourth Series, vol. iL col. 360,
““Wo could seo the flashes,” writes another eye-witness, “‘and hear {he reports of
the guna for hours ; t.he warmest fire being abont two miles from the town, where
only water parted us,” J%id, col. 361,

*# *The brigade undor Lord Percy,” writea the Rev, Wlllm.m Gordon of Roxbury,
s mnrched out playing by way of contempt, ¢ Yankes Doodle." They were afterwarda
told that they had been made to dance to it." American Archives, fourth Series,
vol. ii. col. 637.
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that at the mere sight of the Grenadiers’ caps the “ rebels”
would take to their heels. Yet, before the evening-gun had
been fired, not only were those gallant men to be seen
flocking back to their quarters, jaded and foot-sore, but from
that time they found themselves prisoners in Boston. Gage,
in order to prevent his troops being driven into the sea, had
now no option but to fortify the place as expeditiously as
possible, :

Thus may be said to have commenced the great American
war of Independence! Thus also was fulfilled a remarkable
prediction, delivered by the Marquis de Montcalm previously
to his encountering Wolfe on the Heights of Abraham!
“If Wolfe beats me,” he wrote, *“ France has lost America
utterly. One’s only consolation is that, in ten years farther,
America will be in revolt against England.” *

4t child that is unborn shall rue
The hunting of thet day—""

was Walpole’s poetic,-but not less apt, prediction on hearing
the news. Walpole, in fact, with all his frivolity, conceived -
a very wise and prescient view of the consequences of Great
Britain going to war with her Colonies. * Probably,” he
writes on the 7th of September, “the war will be long.
On the side of England it must be attended with ruin. If
England prevails, English and American. liberty is at an
- end. If the Colonies prevail, our commerce is gone. And
if, at last, we negotiate, they will neither forgive, nor give
us our former advantages.” —*They,” [the Americans]
continues Walpole, “openly talk of our tyranny and folly
with horror and contempt, and perhaps with amazement;
and so does every foreign Minister here, as well as French-
man.” )

* Carlyle’s Hist. of Frederick the Great, vol. v. p» 657,
+ Walpole's Letters, vol. vi. pp. 260, 251. Ed. 1857. Walpole, it is expedient
to mention, was at this time at Paris.
YoL. 1T, H
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' The people of Massachusetts, having once drawn the
sword, determined to throw away the scabbard. The Con-
gress of the province not only voted that General Gage, by
his conduct, had rendered himself no longer entitled to their
obedience, but also unanimously passed a proposition for
raising a New England Army of thirty thousand men, of
which pumber they guaranteed to furnish, as their own
proportion, thirteen thousand six hundred. Within an
incredibly short space of time Boston was invested by
twenty thousand armed men. The British officers had the
mortification to find themselves cooped up in an ignominious
confinement ; fear of the American marksmen keeping them
within their qua.rl:ers

In the mean time, very exaggerated accounts of the
unhappy collisions at Lexington and Concord had gradually
spread horror and consternation over the American Conti-
nent. From the hour that the tidings of those events went
forth, the authority of Great Britain over her colonies became
virtually at an end. America, if was evident, must now
declare, and do battle for, her independence. . With one
nnpulse, writes the Amenca.n historian, ‘“the Colonies
sprang ‘to arms. With one spirit they pledged‘ themselves
to each other to be ready for the extreme event. With one
heart, the contirient cried, ‘ Liberty or Death,’” *

Such continued to be the state of public feeling in America,
when, on the 10th of May, the Continental Congress met for
the second time at Philadelphia, * the City,” as its inhabitants

* Bancroft's Hist. of the United States, vol. vii. p. 312, Thse following anecdota,
whioh appeared in the * Ponnyslvania Packet,” June 12th, 1775, affords striking evi-
denos, if its facts be correct, of the embittered state of publio fesling in Americn at this

- time :—* A gentleman, who travelled lately through Connecticut, informs ns that he
met with an old gentlewoman who told him that she had fitted out and sent five song
and eleven grandsons to Boston, when she heard of the engagement betwsen the Pro-
vinciels and Regulars. The gentleman asked her if she did not shed a tear at parting
with them? ¢ No," said she, ‘I never parted with them with more pleasure.’—* But
suppose,’ snid the gentlemasn, ©they had all been kitled 1*—¢I had rather,’ mid the
noble matron, ‘this had bosn the cass, than that onE of them had come back a
coward,' ™  Moorc's Diary of the American Revolution, wol. i. p. 71.
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affectionately called it, “ of Brotherly Love.” There, among
its chosen delegates, sat the' illustrious Franklin, burning
with indignation againstthe Ministers of Great Britain, and
eager to convert to the benefit of the New World the inti-
mate knowledge which he had acquired of the affairs, the
feelings, and intrigues of the Old. There too were assem-
bled the no less illustrious Washington and Patrick Henry,
Samuel and John Adams, and Richard Henry Lee. With
great promptitude Congress passed resolutions for raising a
continental army; for the issue of a paper currency; for
stopping the supply of provisions to. the British vessels
employed in the fisheries off Newfoundland, and .preventing
necessaries being sent to the British Army and Navy.
These measures were not only boldly. voted, but. were.no.
less resolutely carried out. By the middle of April it was
calculated that between Nova Scotia and Georgia no less
than one hundred thousand men were in"daily military train- .
ing, exclusive of the twenty thousand militiamen employed
in the blockade of Boston.* ' o
Congress was still sitting, and Boston was still invested by -
the Provincialists, when large military reinforcements, under
the command of Generals Howe, Burgoyne, and Clinton,
reached that city. The force undet Gage mow amounted
to ten thousand men, a force which, backed as it was by a
powerful squadron of ships that floated despotically in the
harbour of Boston, seemed to render Gage at least equal,
if not superior, in strength, to the Provincialists, ~While the
latter, then, were still half-disciplined—while in the whole
American camp there were not nine cartridges to a man,t
and while their line was weakened by being extenfied over
an area of no fewer than ten miles—now was, in the opinion
of the most competent judges, the time for Gage to strike a .
blow with sure and terrible effect. But, whether from a

* Rockingham Papers, vol. il p. 278. )
+ Sparks’s Life and Writings of Washington, vol. i, p. 146. .
H
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dread of incurring responsibility, or from want of vigour
and judgment, the well-intentioned Governor contented him-
self with proclaiming martial law in the Province, with
publishing puny promises of pardon to those who should
lay down their arms, and sterile threats of condign punish-
ment to those who might. reject the proffered clemency.
His army, in fact, was for the time more than useless. “I
have heard of ships,” said Burke, “but never of armies,
securing a port.” * The only persons excepted from pardon
were the celebrated John Hancock and Samuel Adams,
whose offences were declared to be *of too flagitious a
nature” to admit.of consideration.t * When,” writes Wal-
pole to Mason, * did you ever read before of a besieged
army threatenmﬂ' military execution on the country of the
besiegers?"' So little did the Americans regard the
exception, that the central Continental Congress elected
Hancock to be their President ;§ at the same time making
their memorable selection of George Washington to command
their armies.

In addition to General Gage's remissness in attacking the
American army, he was guilty of another omission, apparently
even less defensible than the other. Opposite to Boston,
divided from that city by the river Charles, stands the town
or suburb of Charlestown, at the rear of which rises some
high ground, the occupation of which was, for obvious rea-
sons, of no less consequence to the insurgents than to the
British. Gage, however, whatever excuse there may have
been for him, had omitted to fortify this important post,|]
and in the mean time the Americans had laid a plan to get it

* Walpole's Letters, vol, vi. p. 160,

* American Archives, vol. ii. col. 969, Fourth Series,

1 Walpole's Letters, vol. vi. p. 238, Ed. 1857. )

§ John Hancock, LL.D., was born about the year 178? As President of the
Contineutal Congress in 1778 he signed the famous Declaration of Independence.
He died Governor of Massachusetts § October 1798, at the age of fifty-aix.

i * It is said that General Gage was repeatedly advised to occupy and fortify this
commandiag post.” Stedman’s Hist. of the American War, vol. i. p. 125, note.
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iuto their possession, a plan which they proceeded to execute
as follows. About 11 o’clock, on the night of the 16th of June,
a detachment of about a thousand men, who had previously
joined solemnly together in prayer, ascended silently and
stealthily a part of the heights known as Bunker’s Hill,
situated within cannon-range of Boston, and commanding a
view of every part of the town. This brigade was composed
chiefly of husbandmen, who wore no uniform, and who were
armed with fowling-pieces only, unequipped with bayonets.
The person selected to command them on: this daring service
was one of the lords of the soil of Massachusetts, William
Prescott of Pepperell, the Colonel of a Middlesex regiment
of militia. * For myself,” he said to his men, “I am re-
solved never to be taken alive.” Preceded by two serjeants,
bearing dark lanterns, and accompanied by his friends, Colonel
Gridley and Judge Winthrop, the gallant Prescott, distin-
guished by his tall and commanding figure, though simply
attired in his ordinary calico frock, calmly and resolutely led
the way to the heights, Those who followed him were not
unworthy of their leader. They were not the refuse of the -
galleys, such as bad been the men who had won for
Dupleix the sovereignty of the Carnatic, nor were they
the sweepings of the stews and pothouses of Westminster
and Southwark, such as had assisted Clive to win his
nagnificent victory at Plassey. The men who followed
William Prescott to Bunker’s Hill were a staid and thoughtful
peasantry—ill-disciplined and ill-armed, it is true—but many
of them, from their habits of life, and from frequent encounters
with Indians, having the advantage of being excellent marks-
men with the rifle. Moreover, if the British Infantry was
prepared to fight to the last for the credit of its immemorial
reputation for steadiness and ‘valour, the men of Massa-
chusetts were animated by the still more ardent feeling that
upon their steadfastness and bravery depended, in all proba-
bility, the freedom or subjugation of their country. Several
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of their officers were veterans of the old wars with the
French in America. Prescott had assistéd at the conquest
of Nova Scotia, Israel Putnam had won for himself a
brilliant reputation for chivalrous gallantry. Richard Gridley,
to whom was allotted the duty of forming the intrenchments,
had been the engineer employed at the reduction of Louds-
burg in 1745, and, lastly, both he and John Stark, another
intrepid soldler of the old wars, had distinguished themselves
fighting under the banner of Wolfe at Quebec.
' It was half-past eleven o’clock before the engineers com-
menced drawing the lines of a redoubt. As the first sod
_was being upturned, the clocks of Boston struck twelve.
More than once during the night—which happened to be a
beautifully calm and starry one—Colonel Prescott descended
to the shore, where the sound of the British sentries walking
their rounds, and their exclamations of “ All's well”’ as they
relieved guard, continued to satisfy him that they entertained
no suspicion of what was passing above their heads. Before
daybresk the Americans had thrown up an intrenchment,
which extended from the Mystic River to a redoubt on their
left. The astonishment of Gage when, on the following
moining, he found this important site in the hands of the
enemy, may be readily conceived. Obviously, not 8 moment
was to be lost In attempting to dislodge them, and accord-
ingly ‘a detachment under General Howe was at once
ordered on this critical service. In the mean time, a heavy
cannonade—first of all from the “Lively” sloop of war,
and -afterwards from a battery of heavy guns from Copp’s
Hill in Boston—was opened upon the Americans. Exposed,
however, as they were, to a storm of shot and shell, and
thaccustomed, as they also were, to face an enemy’s fire,
they nevertheless pursued their operations with the calm
courage of veteran soldiers, Later in the day, indeed,
when the scorching sun rose high in the cloudless heavens—
when the continuous labours of so many hours threatened
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to prostrate them—and when they waited, but waited in vain,
for provisions’ and refreshments—the hearts of & few began
to fail them, and the word retreat was suffered to escape
from their lips. There was among them, however, a master-
spirit, whose cheering words and chivalrous example never
failed fo :restore confidence. . On. the. spot—where. now a
lofty column, .overlooking the fair landscape and .calm
waters, commemorates the  events of that momentous day—
was then 4o be seen, . consplcubus above the rest, the form
of Prescott of Pepperell in his calico frock, as he paced the
parapet to and fro, instilling resolution into his followers. by
the- contempt which he manifested for danger, and, amidst
the hottest of the British fire, delivering his orders with the
same serenity as if he had been on parade. ‘Who is that
person?” inquired Governor Gage of .a Massachusetts gen-
tleman, as they stood reconmoitring the American works
from the opposite side of the river Charles. * My brother-
in-law, Colonel Prescott,” was the reply. ‘“Will he fight?”
asked Gage. “‘Ay,” sald.the other, “to the last drop of
his blood.” '
Next after Prescott, the person most active in encouraging
the Provincialists and in giving orders, was the gallant veteran,
Israel Putnam. :He was thus employed, when a solitary horse~
man rode up to him at fyll gallop. It was the youthful and
meditative President of the Massachusetts Congress, Joseph
Warren, who, notwithstanding he had passed the night in
transacting business, and was suffering severely from head-
ache, was no sooner informed that the British troops were
preparing to march out of Boston, than he hurried off to the
scene of the expected conflict. Putnam at once offered to
resign his command to him, to which the other made reply
that*he had merely come to the ground as a volunteer;
at the same time inquiring where his musket was. hker
to be of most service against the British. “Go fo the
redoubt,” said Putnam; “you will there be covered.”—“I
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came not to be covered,” replied Warren; “ tell me where
. I shall be most in danger. Tell me where the action will
be hottest.”—* The redoubt,” said Putnam, *“will be the
enemy’s object. If that can be defended the day is ours.”
Warren, it is needless to say, hastened to the redoubt.*

It was past three o'clock in the afternoon, when General
Howe's detachment, consisting of about two thousand men,t
landed at Charlestown and formed for the attack. Prescott’s
instructions to his men, as’'the British approached, were

-sufficiently brief. “The redcoats,” he. said, “will never
reach the redouht if you will but withhold your fire till I
give the order, and be careful not to shoot over their heads.”
In the meanwhile, ascending the hill under the protection
of a heavy cannonade, the British Infantry had advanced
unmolested to within a few yards of the enemy's works,
when Prescott gave the word—*Fire.” So promptly and
effectually were his orders obeyed, that nearly the whole
front rank of the British fell. Volley after volley was now
opened upon them from behind the intrenchments, till at
length even the bravest began to waver and fall back; some
of them, in spite of the threats and passionate entreaties of
their officers, even retreating to the boats. Minutes, many
minutes apparently, elapsed before the British troops were
rallied and returned to the attack. Exposed to the burn-
ing rays of the sun —encumbered with heavy knapsacks

* Everett's Life of Joseph Wuwiren, and Peabody's Life of Israel Putnam, in
Sparks's American Biography, vol. x. pp. 156, 157, and vol. vii. p. 173 ; first series.

*+ This number was subssquently increased by another reinforcement nnder General
Clinton. The insurgent foree, sccording to the most trustworthy of their writers,
nover excooded four thousand. General Gage, on the other hand, in his despateh to
the Sacretaty of State, atates that the British had to contend against *‘sbove threa
times their own number.” Zondon Gazceite, 256 July 1775. If this was the cass, the
Awneriean foree must have amounted to six thousand. A British- officer, who was
engaged in the battle, writes home to his friends that they were oppossd by betwoen
five thonsand and seven thousand men, Nicolas's Hisi. Records of the Royal Marines,
p. 88. 'This, however, is no doubt an exaggeration. Probably, on neither side, were
there at any time more than two thousand sctually engeged ; indeed Washington

computed that, on the American side, there wers never more than one thonsand five
hundred. :
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containing provisions for- three days—compelled ‘to toil up
very disadvantageous ground with the grass reaching to their
knees—clambering over rails and hedges, and led against
men who were fighting from behind intrenchments, and con-
stantly receiving reinforcements by hundreds, few soldiers
perhaps but British Infantry would bave been prevailed
upon to renew the conflict. Again, however, they advanced
to the charge. Again, when within five or six rods of the
redoubt, the same tremendous discharge of musketry was
opened upon them, and again, in spite of many heroic
examples of gallantry set them by their officers, they retreated
in the same disorder as before. By this time, the Grenadiers
and Light Infantry had lost three-fourths of their men; some .
companies had only eight or nine men left; one or two had
even less, When the Americans looked forth from their
intrenchments, the ground was literally covered with the
" wounded and the dead. According to an American who
was present—* The dead lay as thick as sheep in a fold.” .
For a few seconds General Howe was left almost alone.
Nearly every officer of his staff had been either killed or
wounded. The Americans, who have done honourable
justice to his gallantry, remarked that, conspicuous as he
stood in his General Officer’s uniform, it was a marvel that
he escaped unhurt. He retired; butit was with the stern
resolve of a hero to rally his men; to return and to vanquish.

In the mean time, the horrors of this celebrated day were
far from being confined to the scene of carnage on Bunker's
Hill. In consequence of a raking fire having been kept up
on the British flanking parties from the houses at Charles-
town,, General Clinton had given orders for the immediate
destruction of the place. These orders were effectually
carried into execution by discharges of red-hot shot from the
ships, and of carcasses from Copp’s Hill battery, the result
of which was, that owing to the houses and some of the
principal gdifices being constructed of wood, there burst
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forth a conflagration which, combined with the roar of
artillery, the crashing of falling buildings, and the bloody
_conflict raging on the heights, presented a scene of inde-
scribable grandeur and awe. * Straight before us,” writes
General Burgoyne, who witnessed the scene from the
batteries, “ [lay] a large and noble town in one great blaze.
The church-steeples, being timber, were great pyramids of
fire above the rest; behind us the church-steeples, and
heights of our own camp, covered with spectators of the
rest of our army which was engaged; the hills round the
country covered with spectators, the enemy all in anxious
suspense. The roar of cannon, mortars, and musketry ; the
crash of churches, ships upon the stocks, and whole streets
falling together, to fill the ear; the storm of the redoubts;
with the objects above described, to fill the eye, and the
reflection that perbaps a defeat was & final loss to the
British empire in America, to fill the mind, made the
whole a picture, and a complication of horror and import-
ance, beyond anything that ever came to my lot to be
witness to. It was a sight for a young soldier, that the
longest service may not furnish again.” *.

The third and last attack, made by General Howe upon the
‘enemy’s intrenchments, appears to have taken placé after a
considerably longer interval than the previous one. This.
interval was employed by Prescott in addressing words of
confidence and exhortation to his followers, to which their
cheers returned an enthusiastic response, “If we drive
them back once more,” he said, *they cannot rally again.”
General Howe, in the mean time, by disencumbering his
men of their knapsacks, and by bringing the British Artillery
to play so as to rake the interior of the American breast-
works, had greatly enhanced his chances of success. Once
mare then, at the word of command, in steady unbroken

* Letter to Lord Stauley, dated 25 June 1775 : Ameriean Archives, vol. ii. col,
1095, Fourth Series,
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line, the British Infantry mounted to the deadly struggle.
Once more the cheerful voice of Prescott exhorted his men
to reserve their fire till their enemies ‘were close upon, them.
Once more the same deadly fire was poured down upon
the advancing royalists. Again, on their part, there was a
stagger—a pause-—an indication of wavering, but on this
occasion it was only momentary. Onward and headlong,
against breastworks and against vastly superior numbers,
dashed the British Infantry with an heroic devotedness never
surpassed in the annals of chivalry. Almost in a moment of
time, in spite of a second volley as destructive as the first,
the ditch was leaped and the parapet mounted. In that
final charge fell many of the bravest of the brave. Of the
52nd Regiment alone, three Captains, the moment . they
stood on the parapet, were shot down. Still, the British
Infantry continued to pour forward, flinging themselves
among the American Militiamen, Who met them with
a gallantry equal to their own. The powder of the
latter having by this time become nearly exhausted, they
endeavoured to force back their assailants with- the butt-
ends of their muskets, But the British bayonets carried
all before them. Then .it was, when further resistance
was evidently fruitless, and not till. then, that the heroic
Prescott gave the order to retire. From the nature of the
ground it was necessarily more a flight than a retreat.
Many of the Americans, leaping over the walls of the
parapet, attempted to fight their way through the Bntish
{roops; while the majority endeavoured to escape by the
narrow entrance to the redoubt. In consequence of the
fugitives being thus huddled together, the slaughter became
- terrific.  *“ Nothing,” writes a young British officer who was
engaged in the mélée, “could be more shocking than the
carnage that followed the storming of this work. We
tumbled over the dead to get at the living, who were
crowding out of the gorge of the redoubt in order to form



108 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND [1773,

under the defences which they had prepared to cover their
retreat.” * Prescott was one of the last to quit the scene
of slaughter. Although more than one British bayonet had
pierced his clothes, he escaped without a wound.t

Less fortunate was the humane, the accomplished, and
eloquent Joseph Warren. In the midst of the retreat, a
ball struck him on the head. Mechanically he raised his
hand to the part where he was hit, and then fell down dead,
Only four days previously he had received his commission
as a Major-General, So well was his worth known to the
royalists, that they are said to have computed his loss as
equal to that of ive hundred ordinary men.f

Another brave man, who fell at Bunker's Hill, was Major
Pitcairn, who had commanded the British advanced force in
the unhappy affair at Lexington. At the time when he fell,
his son, Lieutenant Pitcairn, was standing at his side.
Fixing a wistful look upon the youth, he expired without
uttering a word. * My father is killed,” said the son as he
kneeled down by him; ““I have lost my father.” For more
than a mimute the soldiers slackened their fire. “We have
all,” cried many of them, *lost a father.” §

That night, the British intrenched themselves on the
Heights, lying down in front of the recent scene of conflict,
The loss in killed and wounded was found to be no less
than one thousand and fifty-four. *The loss sustained by

* Letter from Lisutenant and Adjutant J. Waller, of the Royal Marines, to his

brother, dated ‘* Charlestown Heights, June 23, 1775.” Nicolas's Hist. Racords of the
Royal Marines, p. 87.

+ Willinm Prescott, the son of a Councillor and wealthy landed proprietor in Mas-
sachusetts, was born in that province in the year 1725, and consequently, at the time
of the battle of Bunker's Hill, he must have entered upon his fiftisth year. The
following year he accompanied Washington in his expedition agninet the British
at New York, and eubsequently acrved in the brief campaign which led to the sur-
render to the American general, Gates, of the British Army under the command
of Genmeral Burgoyne, Colonel Prescott died Octoler 18, 1785, ut the age of
scvent;

¥ Ggrdnnu Hist. of the Amencim Ravolution, vol, ii. pp. 48, 49, §0. Moores
Diary of the American Revolution, vol. i. pp. 98, 110,

.§ Moore’s Diary of the American Revolution, vol. i. p. 99 and nols,
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the Rebels,” writes General Gage, “ must have been con-
siderable, from the vast numbers they were seen to carry off
during the action. About one hundred were buried the day
after, and thirty found on the.field, some of whom are since
dead.” * According ‘to the account published by the Pro-
vincial Congress of Massachusetts, the American loss was
one hundred and forty-five killed and missing, and ‘three
hundred and four wounded. 1‘ Of their six pieces of a.rtﬂlery'
they only succeeded in carrying off one.

Such was the result of the famous * Battle of Bunket’s
Hill,” "a contest from which Great Britain derived Iittle
advantage beyond the credit of having achieved a brlliant
passage at arms, but which, on the other hand, pro-
duced the :1gmﬁca.nt effect of manifesting, not only to the
Americans themselves, but to Europe, that the Colonists
could fight with a steadiness and courage, which ere long
might render them capable of coping with the disciplined
troops of the mothercountry. Already Washington had .
written to a friend in England in allusion to the skirmish
at Concord—*This may serve to convince Lord Sand-
wich, and others of the same sentiment, that Americans
will fight for their liberties and property, however pusillani-
mous, in his Lordship’s eyes, they may appear in other
respects.” § * Americans will fight”—wrote Franklin:
“England has lost her Colonies for ever.” Franklin’s
mind, as is evident, had become more and more incensed
against the British Letrlslature “Mr., Strahan”—runs his
well-known epistle to his old friend, William Strahan, the Juys.
printer—** You are a Member of Parha.ment and one of the
majority which has doomed my country to destruction. You
have begun to burn our towns and murder our people.
Look upon your hands. They are stained with the blood of

* Letter to the Earl of Dunmore, June 26, 1775: American Amhtm, Fourth
Series, vol. il col. 1107,
t Ind. col, 1375. + Sparks% Lll'e of Washington, vol. i, p. 187, .
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your relations, You and I were long friends; you are now
my enemy, and I am yours, BEnJAMIN FRARRLIN.”

It was apparently owing to the supineness with which
General Gage had allowed himself to be blockaded ‘within
his lines, 2s well as te the recent untoward military events
which had taken place under his command, that, in the
month. of October, the hearts of the peaple of Boston were
gladdened by seeing him take his departure from -their
shores. Ministers, by’ascribing his: recall to a desire to
consult with him in respect to the plan of the next cam-
paign, allowed him to. fall with respectability.®* General
Howe was appointed to the «chief command of the British
forces.in his room.t .. - -

In.the mean. tame, the bold. spirit of resistance which
animated the people of Massachusetts was rapidly diffusing
itself .over the other Colonies. In Virginia so threatening
became the aspect -of -affairs, that the Governor of the
Province, the Earl of Dunmore, was compelled to seek
refuge on board.a British man of war;" nor was it long
before Lord “William - Campbell and Governar Martin,
the respective Governors of North and South Carolina,
deemed it prudent to imitate his example. Another im-
portant event, at this time, was the accession of the Province
of Georgia to the general Confederacy; thus enabling the
people of America to designate themselves by a title which
they had long coveted—that of the THIrTEEN. UNITED
Coronies.- -1 fear,” writes the English Secretary at War,
Lord Barrington, “we shall not suppress the Rebellion,
though we may, and probably shall, beat- the rebels.” §
The sagacious Judge Livingston, on the other side of the

* Genersl Thomas Gage, formerly Governor of Montreal and safterwerds Governor
of Massachusetts, died on the 2nd of April, 1788, He waa the serond son of Thomas,
first Viscount Gage.

+ Qeneral, afterwards Sir Williamn Hows, on the death of his brother, the cele-
brated Admira), in 1799, succeeded him aa fifth Visconnt Howe. He died in
1814, 1 Political Life of Lord Barrington, p. 150.
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Atlantic, had long been of the same opinion. “It is in-
tolerable,” were his words to his family, as far back as
the year 1773, “that a Continent like America should be
governed by a little island three thousand miles away.
America must and will be independent.” *

'® Life of Edward Livingston, p. 20.



112 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND - [1775.

CHAPTER XXIX,

Reluctance of the Americans to break off from the *Old Country”—The * Olive
Branch" Petition to the King— No Answer given to it—The Lake Forts taken by
the Americans—Uncouciliatory Royal Speech on opening Patliamont—Warm
Debates—Duke of Grafton retires from Ofice—Lord George Germaine appointed
Secretary for American Affairs —Speech of Edmund Burke in favour of
Concilintion—** Lord North's Prohibitory Bill * passed—Fox’s Motion for
Inquiry negatived by the Commons, and the Duke of Grafton’s plan of Con-
ciliation rejected by the Lords—Montreal occupied by the Aniericans—Siege of
Quebec—The Americans evacuate Canada,

SLieHT reason as there was for the Americans to retain
their ancient affection for Great Britain, they nevertheless
attributed their wrongs rather to the aristocratic form of her
Government than to any unfriendly feelings on the part of
the British nation, and, accordingly, the great mass of the
American people were still reluctant to break off the ties
which united them to the *old country” without making
a further attempt to effect a reconciliation.. Under these
circumstances, it was proposed and carried in Congress
in the month of June, that, on condition of Great Britain
foregoing altogether her assertion of right to tax her Colonies,
- and also conceding them a free commerce, America, on her
part, would not only continue to vote pecuniary aids to the
mother-country, but would undertake to discharge the whole
of her debts within the space of a century. Congress, at
the same time, drew up a petition to the King, in which—
styling him the “King's Most Excellent Majesty,” and:
preferring their complaints in the most loyal and dutiful
language—they humbly entreated him to exercise his bene-
volence and magnanimity in re-establishing peace and unity
between the two countries. This document, on the success
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of which the Americans rested their last fleeting hopes of
being able to avert the horrors of civil war, was tenderly
designated by them “Tmk OrLive Branch.” Iis safe
transmission to Great Britain was intrusted to Richard
Penn, an honoured proprietary of Pennsylvania, who in due
time sailed with it to England, attended by the sanguine
hopes and ardent prayers of every lover of peace throughout
the great Continent of America.

It was on the 1st of September, that Penn placed in the
~ hands of the amiable and well-intentioned Earl of Dart-
mouth this memorable appeal, on which depended the
integrity of a great empire, and the freedom or bondage of
millions. Dartmouth, a timid and cautious statesman,
received it, pending a consultation with his colleagues, in
ominous silence. Constituted as the Cabinet was, its fate
may be readily conceived. To the Norths, the Dartmouths,
and the Sandwiches, nothing could be easier than to arrive
at the conclusion that Congress, being a self-constituted .
body, and its constituents being in open rebellion, had put
themselves beyond the pale of recognition. And such,
unhappily, proved to be the result of their deliberations.
It was coldly intimated to the American people that no
notice could be taken of their Petition. Thus, then, did
Great Britain fling away the last chance of conciliating the
Colonies, and preventing the dismemberment of the Empire !
And what were likely to be the feelings of the American
people—of the husbandman hesitating to sharpen his bay-
onet—of the wife trembling for the safety of her husband
—of the mother for her son—when, after weeks, if not
months, of hope deferred, the fact became known, over the
Jength and breadth of the land, that their *Olive Branch "
lay a dead letter in a Secretary of State’s Office, and that
the words, “ No ANSWER WOULD BE GIVEN,” constituted
the only recognition which it would probably ever receive ?
Then it was, that indignation effectually took the place of

VoL, 1L
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ancient sympathies and affections! Then it was, that the
brave vowed to stand by the brave, and the timid sought to
animate the timid. From that rhoment, whenever the man of
peace urged the unrighteousness of shedding human blood—
whenever the philanthropist descanted on the awful con-
sequences of plunging into civil war—whenever the waver-
ing loyalist pleaded the sacred ties which attached him to his
sovereign—the invariable reply which they received from
their fellow-countryinen was a recurrence to the fate of the
“Olive Branch,” and to the aristocratic insolence of the
British Legislature. *Bear in mind "—said the master-
spirits of  America—* the fate of the second petition of
Congress to the King! All the blood and guilt of the war
rest with British, and not with American counsels.” *
During the time that Washington was employed in
blockading General Howe in Boston, other military opera-
tions, of no mean interest, were being carried on in a distant
province of the American Continent. The part -which
Canada might be induced to take, in the event of a civil
war breaking out between Great Britain and her colonies,
was naturally a question of deep interest to both parties.
By the other colonies, the Canadians seem to have been
regarded as much more disaffected towards the mother-
country than subsequently proved to be the case; and ac-
cordingly, influenced by this consideration, some bold and
ardent spirits of the Province of Connecticut organized a
secret project for seizing two forts, renowned in former
warfare, Ticonderoga, situated on Lake' George, and
Crown Point, on Lake Champlain. The expedition con-
* Remsay's Hist. of the Americau Revolution, vol. i, p. 214. See also Wilkes's
Speech in the Houso of Commons, October 31, 1776, ** There was not a word,” ho
said, ** in thoe Petition but what breathod submission and loyalty. And yet the official
nnswer of the Scoretary of the American Department, after long deliberation, was to
the last degree irritating, It was—* that no answer would be given/’ That is—We
will not trent. Wo scorn to negotiate with you. We oxast unconditional subinis-

sion. This, Sir, in my opinion, might justly be called indignity and insult, It
d:ove the Americans to despair,  Parl, Hist,, vol, xviil. col. 1404,
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sisted of about three hundred and forty men, of whom the
majority were known by the name of Green Mountain Boys,
from the locality in Vermont which had given them birth.
Their leader was Ethan Allen, a native of Connecticut,
well known to his fellow-countrymen as an active and in-
trepid champion of popular rights. At Castleton, about
twenty-five miles from Ticonderoga, they were overtaken
by the celebrated Benedict Arnold, who preferring the
profession of arms to his former occupations of druggist and
general merchant, had recently received a Colonel’s com-
mission from the Congress of Massachusetts.* Their great
difficulty lay in procuring boats, in which to cross the lake
to the opposite shore on which Ticonderoga stooed, as well
as in finding a guide sufficiently well acquainted with the
fort and its vicinity. ¢ Allen,”. writes his biographer,
‘““made inquiries as to these points of Mr. Beman, a farmer
residing near the lake in Shoreham, who answered that he
seldom crossed to Ticonderoga, and was little acquainted with
the particulars of its sitwation, but that his son Nathan, a
young lad, passed much of his time there in company with
the boys of the garrison. Nathan was called, and appeared,
by his answers, to be familiar with every nook in the fort,
aud every passage and by-path by which it could be ap-
proached. In the eye of Colonel Allen he was the very
‘person to thread out the best avenue, and, accordingly, with
the consent of the father, and by a little persuasion, Nathan
Beman was engaged to be the guide of the party.”{ Arrived,
at Jast, on the other side of the lake, it was in the grey dawn
of a spring morning that Allgn and Arnold, unobserved by aay1o.
the British, found themselves, with an advanced detachment
.of eicrhty—thlee men, within cannon-shot of Ticonderoga,
then an important military post, but in our day a picturesque
ruin, Every eye was fixed upon Ethan Allen as he pro-

* Sparks's Life of Arnold, - 8, 14, 16,
* Sparks's Life of Ethan Allen, p. 274,
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ceeded to address his followers. * Friends, and fellow-
soldiers,” he said, “ we must this morning quit our pre-
tensions o valour, or possess ourselves of this fortress; and,
inasmuch as it is a desperate attempt, I do not urge it
contrary to wil You that will undertake voluntarily,
poise your firelocks.”  Every firelock was poised as he
spoke ; and accordingly, placing himself at the head of the
centre file, he led the way, with Armold walking by his side,
silently and stealthily, towards the gate of the fortress.

The garrison of Ticonderoga consisted at this time of a
Governor—one Captain De La Place—three sergeants, a
gunner, and forty-four men, a force amply sufficient fo
have maintained it against the undisciplined band by which
it was threatened. De La Place’s imprudence, however,
precluded the necessity of a siege. So little suspicion had
he of danger, and consequently so little precaution had he
taken to prevent surprise, that when Ethan Allen reached
the fortress, he found to his great satisfaction that the wicket
was left open. Scarcely had the sentinel had time to snap
his musket at him, and betake himself to flight, before the
Americans, raising the war-whoop of the Indians, had
dashed into the fort and overpowered the guard. The
first demarid of their leader was to be conducted to De La
Place’s sleeping-room, the door of which proved to be
fastened within.  “ Come forth instantly,” exclaimed Allen,
“or I will sacrifice the whole garrison.” *By what autho-
rity?” inquired the bewildered officer, as he came forth un-
dressed. “I demand it,” said Ethan Allen, “in the name
of the Great Jehovah and of the Continental Congress.”
De La Place endeavoured to remonstrate with him, but to-
no purpose, At length, overawed by the drawn sword and
the determined expression of countenance of Ethan Allen,
he reluctantly yielded to circumstances, and ordered his
men to be paraded without arms,®

* Dancroft's Hist. of the United States, vol. vii. pp. 838, 340. Thore were probably
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The fall of Fort Ticonderoga was followed by that of
Crown Point, which, by some neglect, had been left without
a gartison.  About the same time, Arnold seized and armed
a private schooner, of which, having been a seaman in his
youth, he took command. Proceeding down Lake Champ-
lain to St. John's, he not only took possession of the fort
at that place, but with great skill and spirit surprised and

" captured the * Enterprise ” sloop, the only vessel of war on
the lake, thus transferring the command of that important
sheet of water from the sway of the British to that of the
Americans,

The blame of these disgraces is said to have been in a

‘great degree attributable to General Carleton, the Governor
of Canada,* who, by committing the double error of con-
ceiving exaggerated notions of the loyalty of the Canadians,
as well as of his own popularity amongst them, had
allowed himself to be lulled into a false security. A cor-
poral’s guard, he told General Gage, was sufficient fo
defend the Province. Arnold and Ethan Allen had arrived
at a different conclusion. It was the conviction of
Armold, as he wrote to the Continental Congress in June,
that Canada might be reduced with as few as two thousand
men. “The key is ours as yet,” also writes Allen to the
Congress of New York on the 2nd of June, “ and provided
the Colonies would suddenly push an army of two or three
thousand men into Canada, they might make a conquest of
all that would oppose them in the extensive Province of
Quebec, unless reinforcemem';:s from England should pre-

-
some oxtenuating circumstances in De La Place's case ; an instead of being bronght
« before a Court-Martizl he was allowed to sell his commission.  Adolphus's His,
of Bugland, vol. il p. 281, note, 4th Edition,

* General aftorwards Sir Guy Carleton, K. B, In 1781, Le snceceded Sir Henry
Clinton as Commander in Chiel of the British forces in America, in which post hy
continved till the termination of the war, whon, aftor a final intorview with General
Whashington, he evacuated New York and returned to England. On tha 21st of
Angust 1786 ho was created Baton Dorchester. His death took place on the 10th of
November 1808, in the oighty-sixth year of his age,
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vent it. Such a diversion would weaken General Gage
or insure us Canada. I would lay my life on it that
with fifteen hundred men I would take Montreal.” As
affairs at’ present stood, General Carleton had no other
alternative but to concentrate the small force under his
command, amounting only to eight hundred men, with
whom he shut himself up in St. John’s, about one’
hundred miles to the northward of Ticonderoga, where he
awaited the arrival of reinforcements and the dawn of better
times,

It was during the eventful season of the blockade of
Boston by the Americans; and of their simultaneous invasion
of Canada, that the British Parliament reassembled at West- |
minster. The speech, which the King delivered from the
throne, was listened to with intense interest. If there were
any persons who imagined that Ministers might possibly
have learned wisdom during the recess, they were destined
to be signally disappointed. The speech, in fact, was a
tissue of arrogance and misrepresentation. The great
people, who were struggling for their liberties, were inso-
lently designated “an unhappy, a misled, and deluded
multitude.” It was falsely asserted that their professions of
loyalty were intended only to mislead, and, no less falsely,
that their real object in taking up arms was the establish-
ment of an independent empire. Wisdom, no less than
clemency, proceeded the Speech, required the adoption of
decisive measures, and consequently His Majesty had
thought proper to order & considerable increase both to his
military and naval establishments,* .

Such a document was little likely to-be discussed in

* Puil, History, vol. xviii. col. 696} On the subject of the unfortunate manner in
which the English Ministers wore misinformed and deceived by the servants of the
Orowe in Americn, in regard to the feolings dnd apirit of the American people, seo
the extracts from the Correapondence hetween General Gage and Lord Dartmonth, in
the Appendix to the third voluma of Mr, Jared Sparke's edition of Wuhmgton 8

Writings, pp. 508 -516.
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Parliament, without giving rise to many severe animad-
versions. In the House of Commons, Lord John Caven-
dish, and other members, insisted that portions of the
King’s Speech were positively untrue, while Colonel Barré
and Charles Fox passed from the Speech itself to reprobate
the military conduct of the war., Neither Lord Chatham,
- said Fox, nor the King of Prussia, nor even Alexander
- the Great, had ever gained more in one campaign than
had been lost by the present Ministers. They had lost,
in fact, a Continent. Although, added Fox, it might be
dlﬁ'icult to justify the conduct of the Americans in the whole
of their proceedings, still resistance was less reprehensible
than tame submission to the tyranny of a British Parlia-
ment.* General Conway followed ip the same strain,
Great Britain, he insisted, had no right to tax her
colonies. The -Declaratory Act ought to be immediately
repealed. “In the Commons,” writes Walpole, * Mr. Con-
.way, in a hotter speech than ever was made, exposed all -
their outrages and blunders, and Charles Fox told Lord
North, that not Alexander, nor Cesar, had ever conquered
so much as he had lost in one campaign.” t

In the House of Lords, the speech from the throne was
denounced in language no less bold and- forcible. The
assertion that Independence was the real, though con-
cealed, aim of the Americans was declared by Lord Rock-
ingham to be utterly without any foundation. * Neverthe-
less,” he added prophetically, * what they themselves never
‘intended, we shall certainly drive them -to. They will
undoubtedly prefer Independence to slavery.” In the
strongest terms, also, he denied that their professions of
“loyalty had been merely hollow and insidious. So far, he
said, from their conduct having been marked by duplicity,
their declarations and intentions had invariably been ‘most

* Parl, Hist., vol. xviil. col. 769.
4+ Walpole's Letters, vol. vi. p. 278. Edition, 1857,
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explicit. Fromthe commencement of the unhappy quarrel,
they had not only announced their determination never to
submit to taxzation, but had boldly proclaimed to the
world the steps which they intended to take, if driven to
extremity. Session after session, said his lordship, have
Ministers been warned of the ruin in which they were in-
volving their country, as well as themselves. But what had
been their policy? Instead of seeking information from
the trusty and the well informed, they had listened to the
false or partial representations of prejudiced and 'designing
men, men who, enjoying lucrative employments in America,
were often only too glad to be furnished with an opportu-
nity of advancing their own interests, and of gratifying
their feelings of revenge, at the expense of others. The
measures, he concluded, which had been recommended in
the speech from the throne, he considered as portentous of
the most disastrous consequences to the empire, and he
should oppose them to the utmost of his ability.*

Lord Shelburne, in no less indignant terms, condemned
the conduct of Ministers. Last year, he said, a certain
law-lord had pledged himself that a little bloodshed
would bring the Americans to their senses. Since then,
blood had been actually shed, but for what purpose
had it flowed, except to separate America from Great
Britain—to sever her perhaps for ever? Ministers, by the
 despotic pohcy which they had pursued, had “prempltated
their country inte the most perilous of wars—a war with
our brothers, our friends, and our fellow-subjects.” What-
ever visionaries might write on the subject, the prosperity
of this great empire depended upon her commerce with her
colonies, and consequently the independence. of the one
must inevitably lead to the destruction of the other. Indi-
gence, if not ruin, he said, stared their lordships in the face.

* Belsham's Memoirs of the Reign of George 8, vol. il. pp. 133, 134.



Zr. 3i.] REIGN OF GEORGE THE THIRD. 121

For himself, he was singularly fortunate in having been .
brought up in the profession of a soldier. He was accus-
tomed to the moderation and to the hardships of a
military life, and his fall therefore would be comparatively
casy.* -

But the most remarkable speech in the course of the
debate was that of the Lord Privy Seal, the Duke of
Grafton. He had written, some weeks previously, to Lord
North, intimating his conviction that the present struggle
~ with the colunies was fraught with ruin and disgrace, and
urging him to adopt immediate measures for effecting a
reconciliation. Strong, however, as was the language in
which his Grace had then expressed himself, Ministers could
scarcely have expected such a chastisement as they were
about to receive from their refractory colleague. *The
Lord Privy Seal,” writes Walpole to Mann, * deserted and g, 2,
fired on them.” The policy, said the Duke, which, for the
last twelve months, had been applied to America, was most
unfortunate. For himself, he openly admitted that he had
been in error. It was true, he said, that he had supported the
Administration. It had been partly, however, from the hope
that conciliation might follow, and partly from having been
misled and misinformed as to the true state of America, that
be had been induced to give his countenance to measures
which he had never really approved, and in which he could
no longer think of concurring, He was now convinced that
nothing short of a repeal of all the Acts of Parliament relat-
ing to America, which had been passed since 1763, would
restore peace and good-will between the two countries.
Only by so sweeping a repeal could their Lordships avert
those fearful consequences which he anticipated with the
utmost grief and horror. So strong, he concluded, was this
conviction, that not only was he prepared to give his most

* Parl, Hist., vol. xviil. cols. 722—726.
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determined opposition to the fatal measures advocated by
the Ministry, but, broken down though he was in health, he
should feel it his duty to continue to press his views upon
their Lordships, even though he. should be compelled to
attend their House in a litter.®

In both Houses of Parliament, the appeals to the fears
and common sense of Ministers were, as usual, made in
vain. In the House of Lords the Address was carried
by a large majority; nineteen peers, however, leaving
on record a solemn protest against such parts of it as
related to the policy of Ministers towards America. “ We
cannot consent to an Address,” concludes this remarkable
document, “ which may deceive his Majesty and the public
into a belief of the confidence of this House in the pre-
sent Ministers, who have deceived Parliament, disgraced the
nation, lost the Colonies, and involved us in a civil war
against our dearest interests and upon the most unjustifi-
able grounds; wantonly spilling the blood of thousands of
our fellow-subJects "t

A few days after having delivered his recantation
in the House of Lords, the Duke of Grafion retired from
the post of Lord Privy Seal. At his parting interview
with the King in the royal closet, he ventured to endeavour
to impress upon his Sovereign the same convictions which
he had declared in Parliament. “T added,” writes the Duke
in his Memoirs, “that, deluded themselves, his Minis-
ters were deluding his Majesty. The King vouchsafed to
debate the business much at large. He informed me that
a large body of German troops was to join our forces,
and appeared astonished when I answered earnestly, that
his Majesty would find, too late, that twice that number

** Parl. Hist,, vol, xviii, cols. 710, 711,

+ The signatures sttached to the protost are—Manchester, Devonshire, Chedworth,
Boyle, Craven, Scarborough, Effingham, Rockingham, Richmend, Torrington, Fits-
william, Avcher, Thanet, Cholmondeley, King, Portland, Stamford, Ponsonby, and
Abingdon. Parl, Hist., vol, xviii, col, 720.
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would only increase the disgrace, and never effect his
purpose.” *

Unhappily, the middle as well as the upper classes
of society took, at this time, the same harsh view of the
conduct of the American people as had been adopted by
the King and his Ministers. Accordingly loyal addresses,
entirely unsolicited by Ministers, poured in, to their agree~
able surprise, from all parts of the kingdom. * Lord
North,” writes Gibbon, “ was as much surprised at the first
that came up, as we could be at Sheffield.” {

The Duke of Grafton was succeeded as Lord Privy Seal
by the Earl of Dartmouth, whose removal from the Ame- Nov. 4.
rican Secretaryship made room for Lord George Germaine.
Lord Rochford resigning soon afterwards, Lord Weymouth
wasg appointed Secretary of State for the Southern Depart-
ment in his place.

As Secretary for the Colonies, Lord George Germaine
will be found playing so conspicuous a part during the
remainder of the fatal contest with America, that a brief
notice of this once celebrated person may not be unaccept-"
able. Lord George, third son of Lionel first Duke of
Dorset, subsequently became the father of Charles, the fifth
and last duke.} Im his youth he had eminently distinguished
himself in the military profession. His gallantry at the battle
of Dettingen had induced George the Second, whose godson
he was, to appoint him one of his aides-de-camp, and at
Fontenoy he was wounded while charging at the head of
his regiment. 'The laurels, however, which he had won on
these and on other occasions, were destined to be torn from-

* Earl Stanhope's Hist. of England, vol. vi. p. 107.

t Ses the London Gazettes from 12 September 1775 to § March 1776, inclusive §
and letter from Gibbon to Mr, Hairoyd, dated October 14, 1775 : Gibbon's Misesl-
laneous Works, p. 271, Edition, 1837.

$ During the greater portion of his life he was known as Lord George Sackville.
In 1770, however, he assumed the surname of Germaine by Act of Parhnmnt, pur-
suant to the wills of Sir John and Lady Elizabeth Germaine, of Dmyton, in the
County of Northampton.
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him by his conduct on the field of Minden, on the 1st
of August 1759, Three times, during the battle, .the
Commander-in-Chief, Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick,
had sent orders to him to lead the British cavalry to
the charge, and each time those orders were, for some
unaccountable reason, disobeyed. Thus the entire destruc-
tion of the French army was left unaccomplished;, and
the victory rendered incomplete, Whether Lord George's
conduct on that occasion was attributable to pusillani-
mity, or whether, as has been supposed, to jealousy of
the reputation of Prince Ferdinand, with whom he had
recently been on ill terms, will probably ever continue a
maiter of doubt. To hunself the consequences were fatal.

The Prince not only made no mention of him in the general
orders after the battle, but expressed his surprise to some
officers near him, when, in the evening, Lord George pre-
sented himself at his table. " “ Lord George's fall,” writes
Walpole to Mann, “is prodigious; nobody stood higher;
nobody has more ambition or more sense.” The disgrace,
which he had entailed on the British army, naturally drew
down on him the indignation of his fellow-countrymen.
George the Second dismissed him from the command of his
regiment and degraded him from his rank of General, on
which Lord George demanded a Court-Martial, which was not
refused him. Accordingly, on the 28th of February, 1760, the
Secretary of War, Lord Barrington, acquainted the-House of
Commons that one of their Members was under arrest. On
the following day the trial commenced at the Horse Guards.
One might have imagined that it,would have required far
more resolution to appear and defend himself before so for-
midable a court of honour, than to have charged into the
enemy’s ranks at the battle of Minden. But Lord George
manifested neither irresolution nor dismay. On the contrary,
the undaunted front which he opposed to his accusers—the
great abilities which he displayed during the trial —as well as
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his distinguished bearing and tall commanding figure—in-
vested him with an air of dignity which excited the admira-
tion even of his enemies. *“ From the outset, and during the
whole process,” writes Walpole, “ he assumed a dictatorial
style to the Court, and treated the inferiority of their capa-
cities as he would have done if sitting amongst them. He
browbeat the witnesses, gave the lie to Sloper,® and used
the Judge -Advocate, though a very clever man, with
contempt. Nothing was timid. Nothing humble in his
behaviour. His replies were quick and spirited. He pre-
scribed to the Court, and they acquiesced.”t Nevertheless,
the Court confirmed the judgment of the King and of the
public, finding him guilty of having disobeyed the orders
of Prince Ferdirand, and pronouncing him unfit to serve his
Majesty, in future, in any military capacity whatever. At
the same time, the King ordered his name to be strack off
the list of Privy Councillors. Fortunately for him, George
the Third took a more lenient view of his offence than
George the Second had done. Accordingly, in December
1765, he was appointed one of the Vice-Treasurers for Ire-
land, and on the 10th of November 1775, to the indignation
of many persons, was nominated Secretary of State for the
American Colonies.

Such was the previous history of this unpopular states-
man, to whose judgment and talents were intrusted the
future conduct of a ruinous war. In times less pregnant
with difficulties and danger, Lord George Germaine
would doubtless have figured not only as an efficient,
but as a distinguished statesman. Though gifted with
no great grasp of mind nor originality of genius, his
abilities were unquestionably of no mean order. His judg-
ment was usually excellent; he was singularly quick in
comprehending the merits of any particular question, and was

* Lientenant-Colonel Sloper, one of the witnesses,
+ Walpole's Momoirs of the Reign of George 3, vol. iii. p. 272
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rapid, as well as correct, in conducting the business of the
Secretary’s Department. His political courage was never
called in question. Moreover, he was in the highest degree
straightforward. There was not a grain of duplicity in his
disposition. It was said of him by “Single-speech” Hamil-
ton that there was “no trash in his mind,” and Richard Cum-
berland, who served under him at the Board of Trade, has
done justice to his *decision and despatch of business.”
In the House of Commons he was always listened to with
attention and respect, Though far from being an eloquent,
or a brilliant speaker, he was an excellent debater. His lan-
guage was the most simple. He never spoke except to the
purpose. In conciseness, and in the perspicacity with which
he explained himself, he has rarely been surpassed.

.Cold in his manners, unconciliating in his intercourse with
others, of a grave and thoughtful tone of mind, and keeping
aloof from & world which seems to have taken a constant
pleasure in reminding him of, and even exulting over, his
disgrace, it was not unnatural that Lord George Germaine
should have been regarded by his contemporaries as a man
wrapped up in pride and misanthropy, without sympathies,
and almost without a heart. Nevertheless his temper was
placid, his disposition benevolent. In the society of the few
persons. whom he loved, no one could be more cheerful, nor
even -more fascinating. It is impossible, indeed, to peruse
the evidence of his private virtues—of his unostentations
piety—his constant and well-timed charities—his desire to
see his dependents smiling and happy—the cheerful resigna-
tion with which he endured the tortures of a fatal and excru-
ciating disorder, and the Christian fortitude with which he met
his end—without a desire to do some justice to one who was
assuredly too harshly judged in bis life-time, and who, after
all, may have been wrongfully accused. *I was present,”
writes Cumberland, “ whilst the Holy Sacrament was ad-
ministered to him, two days before his death., He caused
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his windows and bed-curtains to be thrown open, and exerted
himself to the utmost on that awful occasion. He received
the elements with a devotion and fervour, expressive of such
inward peace and even gladness of heart, as are the strongest
of all human evidences of an easy conscience and a well-
prepared mind.” The last words ‘which he addressed to
Cumberland evince that, whatever may have been his poli-
tical errors, his intentions at least had been righteous. “ You
see me now,” he said, “in those moments when no disguise’
will serve, and when the spirit of a man must be proved. I
have a mind perfectly resigned, and at peace within itself.
I have no more to do with this world, and what I have done
in it, I have done for the best. I hope and trust I am pre-
pared for the next. Tell me not of all that passes in health
and pride of heart. These are the moments in which a man
must be searched, and remember, that I die, as you see me,
happy and content.” * '

Notwithstanding the failure of former attempts to arouse
the legislature to a sense of its danger, Burke, on the 16th
of November, moved for permission to bring into Parliament
another, and very important Bill, for the purpose of * com-
. posing the present troubles, and quieting the minds of his
Majesty’s subjects in America.” The principal objects which
he advocated were *the renunciation, on the part of Great
Britain, of the exercise of taxation, without interfering with
the question of right;” the repeal of the obnoxious duty on
tea, imposed in 1767; and a general pardon for past political
offences. The Bill, indeed, proposed to retain the power of
levying duties for the regulation of commerce, but, on the
other hand, it placed at the disposal of the several General
Assemblies whatever moneys might be so collected. Lastly,

. * For accounts of the private virtues and social qualities of Lord George Germaine,
820 Oumberland's Memoirs of Himself, vol. i p. 393, &o., and vol. ii. p. 237, &o.;
also Wrawall's Historical Memoirs of his own Tims, vol. if. p. 157, &e. Lord George,
who was raised to the peerage, by the title of Viscount Sackville, on the 11th of
Fobruary 1782, died on the 26th of April 1785, in the seventicth year of his age.
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it recommended the holding of a Congress, by royal authority,
for the purpose of adjusting existing differences, and restoring
good-will between the two countries. In vain, however,
the illustrious philanthropist pressed his wise and simple
measure on the attention of his hearers. It was lost by
a fatal majority, the numbers being two hundred and ten
to one hundred and five.

In the mean time, Ministers were engaged in preparing
another fatal measure, afterwards memorable as * Lord
North’s Prohibitory Bill,” which, on the 20th of November,
the Premier submitted to the House of Commons.* By
the provisions of this Bill, all trade and commerce with the
Thirteen United Colonies were interdicted. It authorized
the seizure, whether in harbour or on the high seas, of
all vessels laden with American property, and, lastly, it
contained a provision, subsequently denounced in the
House of Lords as a “refinement in tyranny,” which
rendered all persons, taken on board American vessels, liable
to be entered as sailors on board British-ships of war, and
to serve, if required, against their own countrymen. Not-
withstanding a violent opposition which this arbitrary
measure met with from a few noble spirits in the House
of Commons, it was carried in that Assembly by
one liundred and twelve against sixteen.} Well might
Lord Mansfield exclaim in the House of Lords that
Great Britain *“ had passed the Rubicon!” Great Britain,
argued the impassive lawyer, was justified in subjugat-
ing her Colonies by any means within her reach.
“My Lords,” he said, '“quoting the words addressed
by a Swedish General to his men—* You sce the enemy
before you. If you do not kill thein, they will kill
you'” Well might the Lord Shelburne exclaim—
“ Quem Deus vult perders prius dementat!"”  Well

* Parl, Debatus, vol, xviii, col. 992, &e. ¥ IM, vol. xviii, col, 1055,
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might it be said by one of the ablest advocates of American
rights, that Great Britain, already detested- in the East,
would now be execrated on both sides of the globe.* She
had recklessly, almost wickedly, thrown away the scab-
bard. She had manifested to a brave and free people that
no terms, short of an absolute and unconditional surrender
of their rights, would satisfy her haughty demands. No
alternative therefore was left to the Americans but either to
agree to wear the fetters which they imagined that the
parent-country was forging for them, or else to declare
themselves, in the face of the world, a Free and Indepen-
dent people, and to do battle for their liberties to the death.
Such, in fact, was the consummation which was fast1776.

approaching. In vain, during the remainder of the Season,

- was effort after effort made in both Houses of Parlia-
ment to arouse the Legislature to a sense of its infatua-
tion, and the people of England to a knowledge of their
danger. In vain the illustrious Camden denounced the
impending war as a ‘ wanton, cruel, and diabolical ”
one, In vain, over and over again it was asked whether
it was in the nature of things that so vast a continent
as America—a continent distingnished by the magnificence
of its rivers and the productiveness of its soil, and sustain-
ing a brave and rapidly increasing population-—should long
continue subject to the British power. It was in vain that
Charles Fox, in the House of Commons, moved for an Inquiry eb. 20.
into the causes of the ill-success of the British arms in North

- ® o QObeseations on the Justice and Policy of War with America.” By Dr. Richard
Price. This treatise obtained for its author the thanks of the citizens of London,
a8 well as the freedom of the city, which was presented to him in a gold box.
Shortly sfter the publication of this treatise, the Duke of Camberland, hppening-' to
meet Dr. Price in the lobby of the House of Lords, was induced to pay him a high
compliment on its merite. “I st up so late last night reading it," said the Duke,
that T was almost blinded."—** | am sorry,” said Dunning, who was standing by,
¢ that your royal highness should have been so affected by a work, which has opened
the ryes of almoet every one else.” Adolphus’s Hist. of England, wol. il p. 317,
mole ; 4th Edition, :
VoL 11, 4
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America. In vain he endeavoured by his brillient elo-
quence to arouse his audience to a sense of danger, if not
of shame. It was in vain that he exposed to ridicule and
scorn the incompetency of the British generals in America ;
that he denounced the unskilfulness of their late operations,
and prophesied the failure of future ones. There had been
perpetrated, he said, either gross ignorance and incapacity, or
else gross negligence. Either the blame lay with the military
and naval commanders, or else with the Ministers who had

.employed them. In either case, the country had a right to

be informed who were the real culprits, in order that the
evil might be remedied. Public justice demanded the
inquiry, and none but the guilty would shrink from in-
vestigation. If, he added, our Generals and Admirals ate
blameless, is it fair that, to hide or palliate the blunders,
the follies, the shameful and wretched inability of others,
the innocent should be saddled with the disgrace which
attaches to failure? Fox’s motion was negatived by a
majority of one hundred and thirty-six.*® - Not less unsuc-
cessful was a final and affecting attempt made by the Duke
of Grafton to prevent the further effasion of blood ; this
being the last important debate of the session.t On the 15th
of April, the House of Lords sat in judgment on the notorious
Duchess of Kingston, and on the 23rd of May the session
was declared to be at an end.

We must now revert to the state of affairs on the other
side of the Atlantic. In Boston, closely blockaded by the
Americans under General Washmgton the British regiments
had been compelled to endure all the tedium and dmcom-
forts of a long winter and of an ignominious constraint. In
Canada more stiring events had taken place. When we
last took leave of that country, the forts of Ticonderoga and

* 9240 to 104 ; Parl. Hist., vol. xviii. col. 1148 to 1156,
+ Parl, Hist.,, vol. xviii. col. 1247, &c. The Duke's plan of conciliation was
rejected by #1 against 81 votes.
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Crown Point had been captured by Arnold and Ethan Allen..
General Carleton had shut himself up in Fort St. John,

The American Congress had originally repudiated the. ir-
ruption of the “Green Mountain Boys” into Canada, but, as
it was unlikely that there should again occur so favourable
an opportunity of carrying war into the heart of that Pro-
_ vince, they chose to adopt the convenient pretext that
General Carleton was projecting the invasion of the American,
territories, and despatcbed three thousand men to the aid of
Armold and Ethan Allen. The expedition was placed
under the command of Generals Schuyler and Montgomery ;
their orders being “to take possession of St. John's, Mon-
treal, and {0 pursue any other measures in Canada, which
might have a tendency to promote the peacs and security
of the American Colonies.” In execution of these in-
structions, the American generals advanced to Lake
Champlain, where they took possession of Isle aux Noix,
but were repulsed in an attack on St. John’s. At thissept.e.
time, ill-health compelling General Schuyler to return to
Albany, the sole command of the expedition devolved on
Montgomery. Without delay, that bold and able general
laid siege to Forts Chamblée and St. John, situated about
five miles from each other, The former, containing a large
amount of ammunition, of which the Americans stood greatly
in want, was reduced in fifteen days. The latter place, Nov.s.
being ill-supplied with provisions and ammunition, capitu-
~ lated shortly afterwards. Montgomery then advanced in
triumph to Montreal,

Of that gallant and accomplished soldier, Richard Mont-
gomery, a passing notice may not be unacceptable. Born in
the North of Ireland in 1737, he had formerly held a commis-
sion in the royal army, and, in addition to other distinguished
military service, had fought under Wolfe at the battle and
capture of Quebec. Since then, he had adopted America

as the country of his affections, and consequently, when she
K 2



182 MEMOIRS OF THE LIFE AND f17%5.

took up arms against the mother-country, he *sadly and
reluctantly ” accepted one of the eight Brigadier-General-
ships which Congress added to the complement of the
American Army. Having, like Washington, set his heart on
devoting the remainder of his days to the pursuit of agri-
culture and the due discharge of his social duties, the gallant
soldier had retired with a fair and newly-married wife, a
sister of the celebrated Robert and Edward Livingston, to
Rheinbach, an estate which he had purchased in the Pro-
vince of New York, eighty miles away from the empire-
city. Often did Edward Livingston, then a child of nine
years old, recall in later days the last evening which
Richard Montgomery passed with those whom he loved,
in the little parlour at Rheinbach. “It was just,” he -
writes, “ before General Montgomery left for Canada. We
were only three in the room ; he, my sister and myself.
He was sitting in a musing attitude between his wife, who,
sad and silent, seemed to be reading the future, and myself,
whose childish admiration was divided between the glitter-
ing uniform, and the martial bearing of him who wore it,
when, all of a sudden, the silence was broken by Mont-
gomery’s deep voice repeating the following line—

f—'Tis o mad world, my masters.’

‘I once thought so; now I know it.’ The tone, the words,
the circumstances, all overawed- me, and I naiselessly
- retired.” Edward Livingston never heard his voice again.
His wife accompanied her * soldier,” as she ever afterwards
called her husband, as far as Saratoga, where they bade

each other a last adien. *You shall never,” were his
parting words, “have caunse to blush for your Mont-
gomery.” * :

In the mean time, Ethan Allen, with a force of one

* Lifo of Edwand Livingston, pp. 81, 33 ; New York, 1864,
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hundred and fifty men, had advanced to Montreal, in the
hope of being able to take that city by surprise. The
expedition, however, encountered signal ill-success. Ethan
Allen was met, and defeated, by a detachment of the twenty-
sixth regiment, and, having been taken prisoner, was sent
on board a vessel of war, in which he was carried, hand-
cuffed and fettered, to England.®* * Several Canadians,”
writes a contemporary American, “were taken prisoners
with Colonel Allen, whom the Regular Officers said they
would put to death; on which Allen stepped up, opened his
breast, and said the Canadians were not to blame ;-that he
brought them there ; and if anybody must be murdered, let
it be him. This got him great credit with all the officers at
Montreal, and Carleton himself said it was a pity a man of
Allen’s spirit should be engaged in so bad a cause, as he
calls it. Colonel Allen is prisoner on board the Gaspee
brig before Montreal” § Montgomery, however, nothing
daunted by the ill-success of his friend, pushed forward to
Montreal, which important place proved to be utterly de-
fenceless against the attack of any considerable military force.
Accordingly General Carleton was compelled to evacuate it,
when the inhabitants surrendered at discretion.

But the great object which the Americans had i view
in invading Canada was the capture of Quebec and its almost
impregnable fortress. In furtherance of this daring and
bazardous project, General Washington had decided on
strengthening the force under Montgomery by an addi-
tional body of fifteen hundred men, the command of

* Colonel, afterwards Brigadier-General, Ethan Allen, was born in Rexbury,
Litchfield County, Connecticat. On his arrival in England, sbout the middle of
December, he was confined in Pendennis castle near Falmouth, wheve he remained
only till the 8th of January 1776, when he was put on board another vessel of war
and eonveyed to Halifax. Here he was kept in gaol till October, when he was removed
to New York, where he was detained, sometimes in prison and sometimes m_pn.ro.le.
till the 6th of May 1778, when he was exchanged and set at liberty. He died
February 13, 1739.

*+ Moore's Diary of the American Revolution, vol. i. p. 158.
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whom' he intrusted to Arnold, the original designer of
the expedition. Accordingly, after one of the most painful
and perilous marches on record—after having been com-
pelled by want of food to devour their dogs, and having
had their ranks reduced by privation and fatigue to two-
thirds of their original number—the expedition at length
arrived in sight of Quebec. As the route, by which they
had made their way, had been hitherto considered impas-
sable by the inhabitants of the Canadian capital, the latter
beheld the approach of the invaders with no less astonish-

" ment than alarm. Quebec was at this time in a very defence-

Nov. 13,

Nov. 14,

less state. General Carleton was absent. A few troops only
had been left by him in the city. On the other hand, as an
offset to these propitious circumstances, the St. Lawrence
flowed between Arnold and Quebec, and, as yet, he was with-
out the means of transporting his force across the stream.
This delay was promptly taken advantage of by a brave
and energetic British officer, Colonel Maclean, who at once
threw himself with a few troops into the city. This timely
measure proved fatal to the designs of the Americans.
When subsequently Arnold made a bold assault on one of
the gates of the city, he was repulsed with considerable
loss.

Thus Arnold, instead of entering Quebec as a victor,
found himself in a very perilous position. Expecting every
moment to be attacked by Colonel Maclean—who had
strengthened his small force by arming the British sailors
in the port—the American General retrea.ted to Point aux
Trembles, on the St. Lawrence, where he took up a
favoura,ble position between Quebec and Montreal. In
the mean time, General Carleton, having been apprised
of what had been passing in his absence, had immediately
set out on his return to the Canadian capital ; a purpose,
however, which, in consequence of the St. Lawrence
being covered with the craft of the enemy, he was only
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able to accomplish by disguising himself as a fisherman,
and crossing ‘the stream in a fishing-boat, rowed by
muffled oars. The British general immediately applied
himself to put the city in as good a state of defence as
possible. Every able-bodied royalist in Quebec was sup-
plied with a musket. The disaffected were ordered to quit
the city.

Such was the state of affairs when General Montgomery
joined his forces with those of Arnold at Point aux Trem- Des. 1.
bles, and proceeded with him to lay siege to Quebec.
Greatly, however, to their disappointment, they discovered
that their artillery was of too light a calibre to make a
sufficient impression upon the place, and that a successful
bombardment was therefore out of the question. Retreat,
if not disgrace, stared them in the face. An inclement
Canadian winter was rapidly setting in. The American
troops were ill-provided with warm clothing. Their former
enthusiasm had given place to disaffection and discontent; -
and, lastly, the day was near at hand which was to termi-
_nate their present military engagements. There still,
however, remained the chance of being able to capture the
city by escalade, and of this chance, almost desperate as
it was, the American generals resolved to avail themselves.
Accordingly, on the last day of the year, in the midst of
a heavy snow-storm, Montgomery, at the head of nine
hundred men, and ‘Arnold, having seven hundred men under
his command, issued from their quarters, for the purpose
of making separate attacks upon different parts of the city..
Admirable was the steadiness and resolution with which
both detachments performed the service intrusted to
them. At each point of attack, however, they encoun-
tered equal firmness and valour on the part of the British,
Arnold’s leg was shattered early in the action, yet
his men, undismayed by being deprived of their gallant
leader, continued to fight not the less valiantly till, sur-
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rounded by a superior force, they were compelled to
surrender themselves prisoners of war. The assault made
by Montgomery’s detachment was equally unsuccessful.
The British, reserving their fire till the insurgents had
advanced to within a few yards of them, opened upon them
a discharge of grape-shot which did fatal execution. For a

- moment Montgomery paused for the purpose of animating his

troops. * Men of New York,” he exclaimed, “you will not

" fear to follow where your General leads.”* Then, resuming

his place in their front, he pressed forward amidst the mur-
derous fire, till he bad advanced within a few paces of the
mouths of the British cannon, when he received three
wounds, which instantly deprived him of life. In vain his
followers sought to avenge his death. Their assaults were
encountered with unflinching steadiness. The Americans
were forced to retreat. '
Among the persons, who now poured forth from the
rescued city in pursuit of the flying foe, was that eminent
lawyer and profound reasoner, Sir William Grant, at this

. time Attorney-General of Canada, and wearing the uniform

Dec, 31,

of a volunteer in defence of the Province, One of the first
corpses which impeded their path was that of Montgomery,
who lay with his hand extended towards the city as if he had
received his death-wound while in the act of urging on his
men towards the goal which it was destined that he should
never reach. *That,” said Grant, *is Montgomery:-I knew
him when we studied together at St. Andrew’s College.” t
Thus fell ‘the brave Montgomery, a graceful gentleman,
distinguished in private life by many amiable qualities, and, as
a soldier, qualified by nature torise to the highest distinction.
Not only did America mown for him as for one of the
bravest and best of her adopted sons, but, in England,

* Armstrong's Life of R, Montgomery, in Sparks’s Amevican Biography, vol. i.
p. 9183,
4 Dean Pellow's Lifo of Lord Sidmouth, vol. i, p, 318, note.
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there were persons generous enough to express veneration
for the memory of so intrepid and uncompromising a
patriot. General Carleton, to his infinite credit, overlooked
the delinquency of the rebel in the merits of the hero, and
awarded him an honourable interment.* “The loss of the
brave Montgomery,” are Washington’s words to General
Schuyler, “ will ever be remembered.”{ And again, be
writes to Colonel Arnold—*In the midst of distress, I
am happy to fiud that suitable honours were paid to the re-
- mains of Mr. Montgomery.” {

General Amnold, after his repulse, withdrew his forces 177e.
to the famous heights of Abraham, where, notwith-
standing the desertion of some of his followers, and the
increasing disaffection of others, this able scldier contrived
to keep Quebec in a state of siege till the approach of
spring, at which season he expected to receive reinforce-
ments of men and stores, of which he greatly stood in need.
At the same time, General Carleton was no less anxiously
waiting supplies from England, when, to his great joy, and
to that of the garrison of Quebec, he learned that the
* Isis,” with two other British ships of war carrying the
expected reinforcements on board them, were forcing their
way through the masses of ice which impeded the naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence. This accession of strength,
so acceptable to one party, proved no less fatal to the
prospects of the other. From other causes, the situation
of the besieging force had become more and more em-
barrassing and its position more and more precarious.
“Many of the troops are dejected,” writes Arnold to
General Wooster, “and anxious to get home; and some

*® Loondon Gazette for 5 March 1776, Porty-two years afterwards the remains of
General Montgomery were removed from the spot where he fell end reintarred in the
Episcopal church of S5t. Panl's, New York, in front of which stands & monument of
white marble erected by order of Congress in honour of his memory.

+ Sparks's Lifs of Washington, vol. iii. p. 250. 1 Ibdd. p. 264.
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of them have actually set off, but I shall endeavour to
continue the blockade while - there are any hopes of
guccess.” * Before long, Amold, in consequence of the
state of his wounded leg, obtained leave of absence
to proceed to Montreal. In his absence, his generals
passed their time in quarrelling among- themselves. Pro-
visions and stores of every kind were becoming more and
more difficult to be obtained, and, lastly, the small-pox
began to make fearful havoc in their ranks. Under these
circumstances there remained no alternative but retreat,
which they had scarcely commenced, before General Carle-
ton, issuing from the gates of Quebec, followed them so vigo-
rously as to compel them to abandon their artillery and
baggage, and to betake themselves to a precipitate and
disorganized flight. One division of their army was
captured at the Cedars by a mixed force of British and
Indians. Another was overtaken and routed by General
Carleton at Trois Rividres, between Quebec and Montreal.
The remainder succeeded in reaching Lake Champlain,
where they embarked, together with the garrisons of the
other American military posts in Canada, for New York.
The embarkation was personally superintended by Arnold,
who remained behind till every boat, except his own, had
left the shore. “He then,” writes his biographer, * mounted
his horse, attended by Wilkinson, his aide-de-camp, and rode
back two miles, when they discovered the enemy’s advanced
Division in full march under General Burgoyne. They
gazed on it, or in military phrase reconnoitred it, for a
short time, and then hastened back to St. John’s. A
boat being in readiness to receive them, the horses were
stripped and shot. The men were ordered on board, and
Arnold, refusing all assistance, pushed off the boat with
his own hands; *thus,’ says Wilkinson, ‘indulging the

* Sparks's Life of Bonedict Arnold, p. 52
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vanity of being the last man who embarked from the shores
of the enemy.” The sun was now down, and darkmess
followed, but the boat overtook the army in the night at
Isle aux Noix.”* Thus was Canada once more brought
under complete subjection to Great Britain.

* Sparks's Life of Arnold, pp. 62—38.
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CHAPTER XXX.

Deplorable Condition of the American Army—Energy and ability of Washington os a
- Commander—Dorchester Heights taken by the Americans—The British evacuate
Boston, which is entered by Washington in triumph—Arrival of German troops
hired by the British—American “Declaration of Independence” published on
the Fourth of July, 1776 —Congiliatory Overtures of the British Commissioners
rejected by the Americans—Battle of Brooklyn—TFruitless Conference on Staten
Island —New York thken by General Howe—PFerverse Policy of the British
Government—Speech of Lord Chatham—His motion for Conciliation rejected by

the House of Lords. )

ATt the time when Washington was chosen General-in-
Chief of the American forces, and assumed the direction
of the blockade of Boston, his fellow-citizens had expected
from him the performance of scarcely less.than impossi-
bilities. Little aware, however, .was the vast majority of
them of the difficulties against which this illustrious man
was called upon té contend. His situation was truly a
most unenviable one. To use his own words, he found
the army under his command a mere * mixed multitude of
people under very little order or government.” He was
greatly in want of engineers. Enlistment went on but
slowly. As winter approached, his men naturally became
impatient to return to their chimney-corners and their
families. There was a lamentable want in his camp of
money, fire-arms, and engineers’ stores. To the Pre-
sident of Congress Washington writes.on the 21st of
September—-m“ My situation "is inexpressibly distressing,
to see the winter fast approa.chmcr upon a naked army,
the 'time .of their service within a few weeks of ex-
piring, and no provision yet made for such important
events, Add to these, the military chest is totally ex-
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hausted. The Paymaster has not a single dollar in
hand.”* Such was the scarcity of another most important
store, gunpowder, that the destruction of game by fowling-
pieces was strictly prohibited. *“ We are obliged,” writes
Washington to his brother on the 13th of October, *to
submit to an almost daily cannonade without returning a
shot, from our scarcity of powder, which we are necessi-

tated to keep for closer work than cannon-distance, when-
" ever the red-coat gentry please to step out of their intrench-
ments.” ¥ But dispiriting as this state of affairs must have
been to Washington, far gloomier would have been his
feelings had the startling fact been known to him that,
in addition to the disciplined forces of Great Britain, the
vast military power of Russia was likely, before the lapse
of many months, to be arrayed against his country. Ina
letter from Lord Dartmouth to General Howe, dated Sep-
tember 5th, 1775, and marked *Secret,” his lordship writes
—*1 should be unpardonable if I did not acquaint you that
his Majesty’s Minister at Petersburgh, having been in-
structed to sound the Empress how far she would be dis-
posed, in case of necessity, to assist his Majesty with such
force as the state and security of the Empire would admit,
her Imperial Majesty has, in the fullness of her affection
for the British Nation, and of gratitude for the benefit she
received under her late difficulties, made the most explicit
declaration, and given the most ample assurance of letting
us have any number of Infantry that may be wanted. In
consequence of this generous and magnanimous offer, a
reqmsmon has been made for twenty thousand men; and
it is proposed to send the greatest part of these aumha.nes,
as early as possible in the Spring, to Quebec, and' I trust
we shall have at least an equal number of British Troops
in North America to act with them if occasion requires.” }

* Washington's Wrmngs, by Serks, vol. iii. p. 104, + Ibid. p. 128,
- ¥ American MS. in the Library of the Royal Institution, Curiously enough, only
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How far less hopeful, at this time, was the Janguage of
Washington! To his Adjutant-General he writes on the
28th of November-—* Could I have foreseen what I have
experienced, and am likely to experience, no consideration
upon earth should have induced me to acéept this command.
A regiment, or any subordinate department, would have been
accompanied with ten times the satisfaction, perhaps ten
. times the honour.” *

But, of all men, Washingion was the least likely to
yield to despondency. That indomitable resolution—that
high and chivalrous sense of duty—that pure and unselfish
patriotism which were his invariable characteristics—were
never more eminently displayed than at the present trying
and perilous crisis. By degrees, he infused order and disci-
pline, as well as ardour, among his troops. * The Generals
Washington and Lee,” writes one of the chaplains of his
army, “are upon the lines every day. New orders from
his Excellency are read to the respective regiments every
morning after prayers. The strictest government is taking
place, and great distinction is made between officers and
soldiers, Every one is made to know his place and keep in
it, or be tied up and receive thirty or forty lashes according
to his crime. Thousands are at work every day from four
till eleven o’clock in the morning. It is sarprising how much
work has been done. The lines are extended almost from
Cambridge to Mystic River, so that very soon it will be mo-
rally impossible for the enemy to get between the works.” t
gix doys efter the date of Lord Dnﬂmonl:h‘s despatch, we find Horaco Walpole
fully cognizant of the * gecret” and remarkable fact of the Empress Catherine
having given her assent to letting out her troops for the subjugation of American
freedom. **That miracle of gratitude, the Czarina,” he writes to Mann on the 11th of
September, 1775, * has consented to lend England twenty thousand Russiana tobe trans-
ported to Americs, The Parlinment is Yo moet on the 20th of next month, and vote
twenty-six thousand seamen | What & paragraph of blood is there! With what
torrents must liberty be preserved in America |" Walpole's Leiters, vol. vi. p. 252.
Ed 1857

* Washington's Writings, by Sparks, vol. iii. p. 179.
+ Washington's Writings, vol. ifi. p. 491, I hear,”™ writes Walpolo to Lady
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Thus, by his energy, his genius, and perseverance, did
Washington perform the double feat of keeping together,
during a long winter, sixteen thousand raw and home-
sick troops, and holding the British army blockaded in
Boston. Moreover, s0 soon as reinforcements reached
him at the beginning of March, he succeeded, by a 177,
masterly stratagem, in seizing and fortifying the cele-
brated Dorchester Heights, commanding the British lines
on Boston Neck, thus anticipating and outwitting General
Bowe, and placing the British army in a very critical
position. In consequence of this movement, the British
general found himself reduced to the necessity of removing
his troops to some other part of the Continent, where pro-
visions- were likely to be more plentiful, and the country
better adapted for carrying on successful military operations,
Accordingly, on the 17th of March, the inhabitants of Boston
were elated at the spectacle of a British Army being driven
from the very Province, which they had been despatched
across the Atlantic expressly to overawe and subdue. The
troops were allowed to embark without being molested,
and, on the following day, Washington entered Boston in
triumph. :

From Boston, General Howe proceeded to Halifax, and
afterwards to Staten Island in the Province of New York,
where at the end of June he succeeded in landing his treops
without meeting with opposition. Here, on the 12th of
July, he was joined by a large reinforcement of men which
he had been long and anxiously expecting, and which in-

Ossory on the 3rd of August, ‘*that the Congress have named General Wash-
ington Generalissimo, with two thonsand a year, and five pounds a day for his table.
He desired to bo excused receiving the two thousand. If these folks will imitate
both the Romens and Cromwellians, in self-demial and enthusiasm, we shall be
horribly plagued with them.® Walpole's Letters, vol. vi. p. 235. Ed. 1857, Again,
Walpole writes, on the same day, to Sir Horace Mann—*‘The Congress, not asleep,
have appointed a Generalissimo, Washington, allowed a very able officer, who dis-
tinguished himself in the last war. Well | we had better have gone on robbing the
Indiea. It was s more lucrative trade.”™ Jbid, p. 236,
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creased the British military force in America to nearly thirty
thousand soldiers. Had the newly-arrived troops consisted
entirely of British-born subjects, doubtless the satisfaction
of General Howe would have been much greater. It
comprised, however, several thousand kidnapped German
soldiers, whom the cupidity of the Duke of Brunswick, of
the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, and other German Princes,
had induced to let out for hire to fthe British Government,
The fact of these petty sovereigns—for the purpose of
putting some paltry gold in their coffers—sending forth
their subjects to perish of pestilence or by the sword,
fighting against a gallant race with whom they had no
shadow of a quarrel, very naturally excited the indigna-
tion of Europe. Even Frederick of Prussia, neither the
most tender-hearted nor the most scrupulous of monarchs,
not only denounced the traffic as a most scandalous one,
but wherever, it is said, the unfortunate hirelings had
occasion to march through any part of his dominions, used
to levy a toll upon them as if they had been so many head
of bullocks. “ They had been sold,” he said, *as cattle,
and therefore he was entitled to exact the toll.” The fact is
a monstrous one, that by one of the articles of the treaty with
the Landgrave of Hesse Cassel, it was provided that an exe-
cutioner and his attendants should form part of the Hessian
establishment. But if the conduct of the German Princes,
in letting out their subjects, and that of Great Britain, in
hiring them, was an abomination in the eyes of the world,
how much the more keenly and bitterly was it likely to be
felt by the American people! Great Britain, they said, had
not only declared war against her own Colonies, and against
her own flesh and blood, but had arrayed against them a
foreign soldiery, men who, being alien to them in language
and lineage, would in all probability carry war into the
heart of their country, attended by its very worst calamities
and horrors. Surely, they argued, the mother-country might
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have been satisfied with imposing taxes upon them, and in-
vading their liberties, without letting loose a set of hireling
murderers fo spread rapine and desolation over the land,
Such was the language which, prompted by the bitterest
feelings of animosity, travelled from house to house and
from cottage to cottage—those formerly happy and con-
tented homes in which, scarcely twelve months since, every
Englishman had met with an hospitable welcome, and on
the walls of which the familiar portrait of the sovereign had
hung, an object of veneration and love.

If the Americans had lately been loth to shake off their
allegiance to the British Crown, no less anxious were they,
now"that the sword had been drawn, for the day that
was to bring them Emancipation. At length, on the 7th
of June, 1776, Richard Henry Lee rose in his place in
the Assembly of the Representatives of the Confede-
rated States, and, agreeably with instructions which he
bad received from the people of Virginia, made his .
famous proposition that America should declare herself
a free and independent nation. Without immediately adopt-
ing this Resolution, Congress nominated a Committee of
five persons, whose instructions were to draw up a state-
ment of the various grievances, and other causes, which
induced the American Colonies to desire to .sever their
connexion with Great Bntain, That famous Committee
consisted of Benjamin Franklin, of John Adams—who
“succeeded Washington as President of the United States
—Thomas Jefferson, who became the third President,—
Roger Sherman, of whom it was said by Jefferson that he
never said a foolish thing in his life,—and Robert R, Living-
ston, afterwards Minister Pleripotentiary at the Court of
Versailles. Their memorable Report to Congress is
known to have been the composition, with some trifling
alterations only, of Thomas Jefferson. To that eminent
lawyer and accomplished man the task must have proved

YOL. I, L
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an especially painful one. Almost to the last, his affection
for the “old country” had induced him to sigh at the
prospect of separation. In the whole empire, he writes to
Attorney General Randolph, there was not a man who
more cordially loved the union with Great Britain than
himself. Even after American blood had been shed at
Lexington, and when American exasperation had risen to
fever-heat, we find him still anxiously expressing hopes
that a reconciliation might be effected. Neither did Jefferson
. stand alone in his hesitation and regreis. Even the fiery
Patrick Henry had, within the last two months, been
averse to an immediate declaration of Independence. To
‘Washington, Joseph Reed also writes in March—* There is
a strange reluctance in the minds of many to cut the knot
which ties us to Great Britain.”* But the great majority
of thinking Americans had become of the opinion that,
having drawn the sword, no alternative was left but to fling
away the scabbard. * Having weighed the arguments on
both sides,” writes General Lee to Patrick Henry in the
month of March, “I am clearly of opinion that we must, as
we value the liberties of America, or even her existence, with-
out a moment’s delay declare for Independence.” 1 *Ihave
no notion,” said Joseph Reed, “ of being hanged for half
- treason. When a subject draws his sword against his
Prince, he must cut his way through, if he means after-
wards to sit down in safety.” } _

In due time, the Committee of Five submitted to Con-
gress the draft of a proposed Declaration of Grievances
and Rights, which Congress subjected to a careful revision.
With the exception of the sweeping, and apparently undue
amount of obloquy, cast by the Americans personally on
the King, little fault is apparently to be found with this

* Life of Joseph Reed, in Sparks's American Biography, vel viii. p. 209, 2nd
Series,

%t Life of General Charles Leo; Jbid. p. 120.

I Life of Joseph Reed ; Joid. p. 299,
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memorable document. Hitherto, whether Justly or mnot

they had been accustomed to trace their grievances and
their wrongs, not to the King, but to the aristocratic elemen

which prevailed in the British Houses of Parliament, and
especially to the British Ministers individually, as the con-
stitutional and responsible advisers of their royal master.
Hitherto, accordingly, it had been customary to name the
Sovereign with reverence, and to canvass his actions with
tenderness. During the lengthened period that Franklin had
resided in England he had missed no opportunity, as he him-
self informs us, of explaining to his countrymen across the
Atlantic, that the oppressive acts of which they com-
plained, were the result neither of “royal nor national”
measures, but were the work of a scheming Administration.*
So also Washington, in remonstrating with General Howe
on the harsh treatment to which Ethan Allen was subjected,
intimates the deep regret of the American people that * the
name of Howe, a name so dear to them,} should appear at
the head of the catalogue of the instruments employed by a
wicked Ministry for their destruction.” Even at so late a
period as when the famous “Olive Branch” was trans-
mitted to England, we find the British military force in
Ameri