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PREtFACE. 

THE writer of Australian history is confronted 
with peculiar difficulties. The clamour of the strife 
which accompanied the birth of free institutions has 
scarcely died away and the greater part of the litera­
ture dealing with past events is so tainted by the 
heated feelings of partizans that it is necessary to use 
it with the greatest caution. Then, again, sufficient 
time has not elapsed to ailow the incidents of former 
years to dis~lose their full significance, aoo matters 
which arc really still producing grave char.~es in 
social and political life are apt to appear of little 
consequence, while others of' a less far-reaching 
.fharacter assume an unmerited importance. In the 
following pages the desire has been to adhere as 
closely as possible to the story of the seven ~olonies 
without entering into questions which are still the 
subject" of contention; but there are many things in 
connection with the marvellous progress of th'ese 
young communities which it has been impossible to 
mention here.· The gradual formation of a new 
society-a new natiori-'-in a New World cannot fail. 
to be.a spectacle of absorbing interest, but to trace 
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viii PREFACE. 

each step in the process of its evolution would re­
quire far more space than is available. So many 
books" public documents, and records have been con­
sulted that it is impossible to acknowledge each 
separately, but the writer is indebted in some degree 
to most of the accepted authorities on Australasian 
affairs. This little volume has been written amidst 
many disadvantages, and under very great pressure 
of official work; but it is hoped that it may induce 
some to make a better acquaintance with this Great 
'South Land, which Gm'ernor Phi1Iip in 1788 so fitly 
described as "the most· valuable acquisition Great 
Britain ever made." 

SYDNEY. 
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APPENDIX. 

STATISTICS OF THE COM.MONWEALTH OF Al1SrRALIA. 1890-91. 

Colony. Horses. Horn~l Sheep. Wool Areaunde 
<.:altle. Expor,ed. Crop. 

No. No. No. £ Acres. 
New South Wales 444. 163 1.909,00<) 55.986,431 9.232•672 852.704 
Victoria 436 459 1.782.978 12.736•143 5,933,603 2.031.955 
(,lueensland ••.••• 365.812 5.558,264 18,007,234 2,524,742 224,993 
South Australia" - 199,605 574,032 7.050,544 1.876,,,,,0 2.093,515 
Western Australia 44,384 130,970 2,524,913 261.352 69.676 
l'asnlRnia ••••••.. 31•165 162,440 1,619,256 419,173 .157,37 
New Zealand .... 211,040 831•831 18,117,186 4,150,599 1.636,179 

6 

---- -----
Ausll illnsia .. 1.732•628 10,949,524 u6,041.707 24,398.381 7.066.398 

• 
• w' 

Exports ?f I :ieT;I~~ Shipping Rail-
Colony. Popula .. Inwards To.al Tracte. ways. 

• tion . and Dumesue I ~ral>h Length 
Outwards. . Produce. Line. c.) Line. 

--- ~ 
No. Tons. £ £' Miles. Miles. 

New South \Vales. 1;165,300 '4,761•872 44,660,94117,232,725 II,231 2,«63 
Victoria ...•. o ..... 1.157,804 4,363,341 36,220,237'10,291,821 ,6,958 2,763 
Queensland 410,345 910,779 13,621'21218'412'244 9.830 2,195 
South Australia 325,766 2,337,674 17.295,765 4,550 ,139 5->623 1.829 
Western Australia. 53, 285 90 4,861 1,546,260 659,661 2,892' 585 
1'asmania .... 0'.0 152,619 951,2473,384,504 1,430.806 2,004 399 
New Zealand .... 634,058 '1,312,474 16,072,2451 9,428,761 5.060 ~.956 

Australasia •• 
-.--------~--- --' -
3.899,177, IS, 542, 248,132,801. It'>!, 52,006,157,43,598 II,990 

437 



APPENDIX. 

Sl..TISTICS OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA, 1890-91. 

Colony. 

New South Wales 
Victoria .•....••.•.•••.. 
Queens1and .• , .......... . 
South Australia •••••••• 
Western Australia •••••• 
Tasmania ..••.•.•••.... 
New Zealand ........ .. . . 

Gold 
Produce. 

0 .. 
127.761 
588.560 
610.587 

26.086 
22.256 
23.451 

193. 193 

£ 
4°.390. 159 
45.261.932 
11.720,112 

9.933. 135 
. 1.398.417 

40378.4411 
15.806•847 

Public 
Revenue. 

£. 
10.°47.152 
8.:I·U588 
3.350.223 
2.732 ,222 

497.6]0 
758•100 

40 193.942 

Public Deb!. 

£ 
51•010.433 
43.610•265 
29.434.734 
2[.657.JOO 

1.617.445 
6.432•800 

38•802.350 

Aus~ralasia • ••••••• 1.591.894 128.889.050 29.922.897 1~.565.321 

.... .-<_, 

• \OCCUPATION OF LANDS AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF 1891. 

IArea Alienated Area ~either 
Colony. Area of Colony. or in process of Area~. Alienated oor 

Alienation. Leased. 

Acres. Acres. • Acres. Acres. 
New South Wales • IgS.848•000 ~.758.151 148.122.194 5.967.655 
Victoria .......... -56•245.760 22·3S~.054 21.589.767 12.296.939 
Queensland •• , ••• 427.838.080 17.819.982 285.7°3.680 124.314.418 
South Australia 578.361•600 II.90S•168 235.980.400 330.473.032 
\V estern Australi~ : 678,400,000 5,154,673 104,921,357 568.323,970 
Tasmania ...•..•• 16.778,000 4,695,022 666.193 II.416.785 
New Zealand .... 66.710.320 20.182,239 13,425,303 33.102.778 

Australasia .. 2.023.181.760 1126.877.289 810.408•894 1.085,895.577 

ALIE:oIATION OF LANDS AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF 1891 • . - --------:-----.,.-----;---'----'-:------o 

Colony. 

. . 
~.ew/outh Wales •••• 
\Iclofla •••••••••••. 
Queensland •••••••••• 
S'>IIth Australia .••••• 
\\' •• tern Australi!1 .••• 
Tac;mania ....••.•.• 
:-.; eW Ze"''lnd'.. • .... 

Australasia .••••• 

Area A I~mated 
in Fee .Simple. 

Actes• 
26.278•033 
16.091•880 
10.258•657 
7,002,339 
5,154,673 
4.695.022 

-19,666,9.6 

89.l.!1.520 

Area in Area Alienated ':li:a~:~~~r 
P'~f4!ss. of orAinl"Penl"OCate"ossn.of in process of 
Ahenatlon. Alienation. 

Acres. 
18.480•u8 
6. 267. 174 
7.561.32 5 
4.90 5,829 
t-

Acres. • 
44.758,151 
22.359,054 
17,819,982 
II.908,168 
5,154.673 
4.695.022 

20.1&2,239 

Acres. 
154.089,849 
33,886,706 

410.0.8,098 
566.453,432 

6730245.327 
12.082,978 
46.528.081 

• Includes 8 ..... 621 acres h~lIl under perpetual lease. ... Return not available. 



INDEX. 

, A 
Abor'iner. influence of white 

men on, 0; Governor Phillip 
an" the, :;9 ; conflicts with, 40 ; 
treatment ander King, 51; under 
Macquarie, 92; in Western 
Australia, 281; conflicts with 
explorers, 281,310; in Queens­
land, 333, 337 ; in Victoria, 
229; in Tasmania, 185; 
197-200; affray ·at Hobart, 
185; G. A. Robinson's dealings 
with, 200 ; Governor Arthur 
and, 197-199; at Flinder's 
Island,200 

Adelaide, foundation of, 299 
Agriculture, 172 
Akaroa, the French at, 362 
Arabanoo captured by Phillip, 40 
Arthur, Colonel George, in Tas-

mania, 192; dealings with the 
natives, 197-199; press laws, 195 . ,_ 

Auckland, seat of Government 
rem!'\'ed fr~m, 409 

Australia, Bank of, lottery, 125 
Australia first discovered, 2; oc­

cupied by England, 9; arrival 
of first immigrants in,. 99; 
commonwealth of, 432 

Australian Colonies Government 
IJill, 139 

B 
Baihtarat, riots·at, 253 et seq. 
Bank establishment Iff first, 122 
Bank of Australia lottery, 125 

439 

Bank savings, 115 . £. 
Banks, Sir Joseph, with Cap ID 

Cook, 7; his letter to BI gh, • 
70 . 

Bannister Saxe, 99 
Batman, John, 227; and the 

bush rangers, 228; at Port 
Phillip, ;6. 

.Baxter with E.,rre, 307; killed by 
blacks, 310. . 

Bay of Islands, whalers at, 351 ; 
fighting at, 363 

Bent, Judge, and Macquarie, 95 
Bigge, report of Mr. Commis­

sioner, 95, 97, 330 
Bligh, Captain William, 67; 

appointed Governor, ;6.; his 
letter from Banks, 70; his.arbi· 
trary behaviour, 74 ; his quarrel 
with Macarthur,. 74-78; is 
deposed, 79; his subsequent 
conUtIct, 8 I . 

Blue Mountains, ·attemptS to 
cross the, 91 

Botany Bay, Cook visits, 9; the 
first lieet in, 30; isoaJr.rndoaed, 
31 . • 

Bourke, Sir Richard, in New 
South Wale .. , lJ4 

Bowen, Sir George, in Queens· 
land,342 . 

Boyd, massacre of the ClIeW ~f the, 
~I • 

Brisbane, foundation of, 333 ; 
first laJ¥!. auction sale in, 334 

Brisbanell.Sir Thomas, ine New 
South Wales, 97 et seq. 
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Br~'le; Sir Napier, in \Vestern ' 
Australia, 290 

Browne, Colonel T. G., in Tas· 
mania, 381, 386; in New 
Zealand, 381 

Burke, Robert O'Hara, explora­
tions of, 263 ; death, 266· 

Burra Burra mines, 313 
Busby, Mr., British Resident, in 

New Zealand, 358, 359.362 
Bushranging in Tasmania, 189; 

in New South Wales, '105 ; 
in Victoria, 242; legislation 
ag~iftst, i05,II5, 159, 243 

, C 
C~ell, Mr. Francis. navigates the 

Murray River, 316 
Cannibalism, 351, 353 
Canterbury settlement founded, 

376 
Charter of New Zealand Com· 

pany,359 
Chatham Islands, tTe Kooti at,-

40 3 
Chinese, legislation regarding, 

424; outrage on, at Golden 
Point. 162 

Chisholm, Mrs. Caroline, the 
immigrants' friend, 134 

Church Mission established in 
N~w Zealand. 353 

Chute, General, 402 
Clarke, Rev. W. B., finds gold, 

145 _ 
Coal discovered, 213, 216~ 
Collins, David, in New South 

Wales, 44; commands settle· 
ment sent to Port Phillip, 222 ; 
~batrtlolli Port Phillip, 223 ; 
m Tasmania, 182 

~olonisation Companies in New 
Zealand, 361 I in South 
Australia, 297 I in Western 
Australia, -278 

Colonis .. ion, Gibbon Wakefield's 
scIleme for, 295 et stq.· 

Colonisation Commissioners, 299 
Confiscation of land in New 

U"lnnd, 398 c. 

Constitutions, changes in the. 
127, 212, 262, 290, 321, 342, 
411 

Cook. explorations of Capta;n 
James. 8; is wrecked, 10; 
visits New Zealand, 8 

Copper, discoveries of, 311 
Courts oflaw, changes in, 98 
Crossley, George, 76 
Currency, state of, in New South 

Wales, 88; in South Australia, 
319 

Customs dnties, friction. over, 
in Vic loria, 431; intercolonial 
conference on, 431 

\ 

D \ 
Dampier, William, explo~ations 

of. 6 
Darling, Sir Ralph, in New 

South Wales; 101 ; the case of 
Sudds and Thompson, 106 

Darling, Sir Charles. in Vicloria, 
268; is recalled, 271 ; propo&ed 
grant to, 271 

Davey, Colonel, in Tasmania. 197 
Denison, Sir William, in Tas­

mania, 208; in New South 
Wales, 152 

I:e Thierry, Baron, his proclama­
tion.358 

Discovery, 2 et seq. 
Douglas's, Dr., quarrels with 

Marsden, 99 
Droughts, famine caused by, 105; 

loss of stock from, ib. 
.Du Cane. Sir Charles, in Tas· 
• mania, 215 

E. 
Education, early efforts at, 164 I 

system of public, 165 
Emancipists, 84 e/ seq., 103 
Embassy to England from Vic­

toria, 273 
Eureka Stockade. attack on. 253 
Explorations, 2 e/ seq. ; 107-11 3. 

181, 222,263.285, 307, ;l37-41 
Eyre, E. J., ex!"orations or, '307 

t/ $£,/_ • 



INDEX. 

Famine, 42, 105 
f'awkner, N. 5., J.P., 232 
Federal Assembly, proposals for 

a, 116 
F weral Council, establishment of, 

127 
Female Orphan Institution found-

ed,58 
Financial Crisis, 124 
Firearms, sale prohibited, 369 
Fit~Zy, Sir Charles, in New 

So h Wales, 131 
Fitzr ,Captain, in NewZealand, 

36 
FIe ,voyage of the first, 27; in 

Botany Bay, 30 
Flo~s; loss from, 105 
Forbes, Chief Justice, 98 
Foveaux, Colonel, in New South 

Wales, 80 
Franklin, . Sir John, in Tasmania, 

202 
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rumours of intention to form 
settlements, 180 ; Nauto Borele­
laise Company, 362 

G 
General Assembly, formation of, 

127 
Ghost story of Farley's, 104 
Gipps, Sir George, in New South 

Wales, 125 
Gladstone, Mr. W. E., and trans­

portation, 133 
Gold, discovery of, 145; effect on" 

wages and prices, 149; Mourlt" 
Morgan, 345 

Gold fields, riots at the, 148 
Government, changes in form of, 

127, 212, 262, 290, 321, 342, 
411 

Grey, Earl, 239 
Grey, Sir George, in New Zealand, 

369 
Grose, Major, 47 

~, .H 
Hampton, Mr. J. S- in Western 
• Australia, 284 

Hauhaus, first appearance 01, 400 ; 
war with, 401 

Hawkesbury, discovery of, settlers 
at, 63 

Heke, 1I0ne, war with, 365 
Hobart, settlement formed at, 180 
Hobson, Captain, in New Zealand, 

359 
Hongi, wnrs with, 356 
Howe the bushranger, 189; death 

Of,I92 
Howitt, Mr. Alfred, searches for 

Burke's flart)'. 267 • 
Hunter, Captain John, i~ New 

South Wales, 52; is reta~ .. 

54 I .. 

Immigration, first free, 99; State 
aid to, 99; effect of gold dis­
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Intercolonial conference on ·Cus­
• toms duties, 431 

• J Johnson, George, i~ sent for by 
Bligh, 77 ; releases Macarthur, 
78; deposes Bligh, 79; trial of, 
83 

Jury, trial by, introduced, 95; 
the Emancipists and, 103 

Justice, administration of, 98 

K 
Kapunda, discovery of copper at, 

3II 
Kawi~joins Heke, 370 
Kenneay, Sir Arthur, inWestetn 

Australia, 284 . 
Kent, Lieutenant, and Bligh, 81 
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