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PREFACE.

" THE Story of Scotland presents two classes of facts
and incidents of varied and absorbing interest. First,
the conflict of the chief tribes with each other; the
foundation of the Monarchy ; the gradual extension
of the kingdom from its centre outward; and  the
development of a distinct and intense natignality.
Second, the struggles arising from the invasions and
attacks of external enemies, which were commenced
by the Romans, followed by. the anes and Norwe-
gians ; and, finally, the long and unequal, struggle with
England. In all these conflicts for liberty and inde-
- pendence, the Scots made a heroic and memorable
defence.  Although often cruelly oppressed and
driven to the greatest extremities of suffering and
privation, at times almost conquered; still in the Yace
of all obstacles and against fearful odds they continued
to resist and ultimately triumphed.
The subsequent internal struggles wer® political
and religious. Owing to a series of events and cir-
cumstances the Scotch nobles for two centuries 3nd a

half were able to control the Crown and the Executives
- - vil
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solely in, their own interest. The religious contests
connected with the Reformation, the conflict of the
reformed clergy with the Crown ; the Covenanting
struggle with its many stirring incidents—the Per-
secution, the Revolution, and the Disruption—which
all present many features of surpassing interest, :
After the Union, and the Risings of 1715 and
1745, the progress and the development of the nation
in almost every department of human activity have
been marvellous. The limits of this volume only pet-
mitted a brief reference to some of the many
important subjects of the latest period; but it is
hoped that what has been presented will prove

interesting.
J- M.
ABERDEEN,

June, 1890.
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