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PREFACE. 

HAVIXG secn a great deal of India, from the Vale of 
Kashmir to the tropical uplands of Ceylon, from the 
historic borderland of the Indus to the forest-covered 
banks of the Brahmaputra, having resided in each 
of the Provinces of Northern India from Assam to 
the Punjab, and having done my best to understand 
the character and intellectual condition of the people 
of the country, I trust the sketches of Indian life 
which I have embodied in this volume may prove 
acceptable to readers who take an interest in the 
two hUlldred allil fifty millions of Hindus and Muham
madans in India, so frequently alluded to- in c'on
temporary writings. 

Of the inner life of a people who adhere to the 
rigid rules of caste, and keep their women in seclu
r,ion, it is not, perhaps, possible for an alien to form 
a just opinion; and this difficulty certainly exists in 
regard to the entire upper and middle classes of the' 
Indian world, whether Hindu or l\Juslim. 13ut the 
common people, more free and open in their domestic 
arrangements, afford better .opportunities for obser
vation, and I have not neglected the chances' which 
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have come in my way of gaining an insight into the 
mode of life and habits of thought of the humb.\er 
ranks of the community. In part II. of this volume 
I have recorded, fr9m personal knowledge, many 
particulars connected with the somewhat peculia1' 
domestic life of the lower orders, which may help 
English readers towards accurate conceptions re
garding the lives and ideas of many millions of men 
and women in British India. 

J. C. O. 
LONDON, 

IOtlt jalluary, 1889. 
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