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APPEN,DIX A . 

• 

" JfaJl!feslo of the British G()vernment o£ai'nst 

,France. 
, " 

, THS negotiation, which,an anxious desire for tbe restoration €If 
peaoe bad iDduted Ilia Majesty to open at Paris, having been 
abruptry' lerminat~ ..,' tbe FreDch government, the' K.i"~ 

• thinks' i~ due to himself,' 'and to his people, to state; in 'this 
'public manner, the' circumstances' wh~' have preceded'and 
attended a transaction or &0 much' importance to the general 
interests.of Europe. ," 

, It i. wen known, that, early ill th~ present ~ear, his 
Majesty, laying aside the,consideration cifmany circl1mstarices • 
of difficulty and discouragement, determined to take such 
stepa as were best calculated to open the Wily for negotiation, 
if any corresponding 'desire preVailed Oftotbe part of his enemies. 
Hedi~ted aD o\"t~rture to b~ made i'n bis name, by hiR,minis-

• ,ter ill S~tzerland, for, the purpose of' ascertainillg the disposi-, 

lions of the French govt;rnmentwitli respect to pC!'Jce. '1.be 

answer which he received ill' return, ~as at once haughty aO(~ 
evasive j it affected to question the "sineeri~1 oftholie-<li.posi. 

VOL. V. eq 
..-
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tions of which bit Maj~sty'. conduct afforded.o unequivocal 
.. proof j it raised groundless objections to the mode of negotia:' 
tion proposed by his Majesty; (t,lJat of a general congress, by 
which peace has so often been restored to Europe,) but it stu· 
diously passed over i~ silcnce his Majestr's desire to learn what 
other mode would be preferred by France. It, at the same 
time, asserted a principle which was stated as an indispensabie 
preliminary to all n·egotiation-.-a principle under which th .. 

I 

terms or peace must have been regulated; not by the usual 
considerations of ju~tice, policy, and reciprocal convenience 5 

" but by an implicit submission, on the part of all the powers. 
to a claim founded on the internal laws and separate constitu- . 
tion of &ance, as having full authority to supersede the treaties 
entered into by independent states, to govern their interests, 
to controul their engagements, anti to dispose of their domi
nion. 

A pretension ill' itself sO elttnvagant. could, in no in
stance, have been admitted. or even listened to ,for a moment. 
Its application, to 1.he present case, Jed to nothillg less tl~n that 
,France should, as a prelimillary to all discussion, retaiDt.nearl, 

llU.1~r conquests, and thoie particularly ,in which hi"Majesty 
WB' most concerned, both frOID the ties of interest,,: and tJa. 
sacred obligations of treaties..: that she should" in like manner; 
recover back.all that had been conquered from her in every part 
·of the world; and that she should be left at liberty to bring 

. forward such further demands on all othcr points of negotiation. 
. as luch unqualified submission 011 the part. of those. with whom' 
. the treated could not fail to produCti. 

On s,!ch groQnds as these it was lufticientlyevident.that 
,no negotiation could: be established: neither did tbe answer of 
bia Majesty's ('~w.miesafford allY .opening for continuing the dill· 
cussion. lillce tlle mode of negotiation. offered by bis Majesty, 
had l!een peremptorily ~i~ted by them~ and '110 other had 

,]teen stated in which they were willing to COllelll'; 

Hi. Majei~1 was, ho~ever. ,not discouraged e\'eoby this 



595 

ftI'IIlt. from Itill paisUing such . mea5un:l .. ipPeat'ed tG him 
molt c:oociuciYe to thO ftlci of peace; and the wi&bel of hil . 
• U" chc Emperor. CCJrTeIPOI1ding with those which irIS Majest7 
bad manifested. IeDtimenm of • similar teDdency wen=, U
prased Oil the part of hil Imperial Majesty .. at the time. of 
opening the campaign; but the contiAuance of the same spirit 
aad priDc:iples, 00 the part of the enemy, rendered thil ftesJa 
twertutw equally \1IU1lCX'flllful. 

While the govt!TDment of France thus penisted in ob
.trocting enry lUe8Sure that could even open the way to negoti .. 
ation. D8 eudeaV01U' Wat cnnitted to mislead the public opinion 
thnmgboot .n Europe, with respect to the real ~ause of thlt 
proloogatiOD of the war .. and tG cast 11 doubt on those diaposi" 

'tioDl which c:ould alone have dictated the ltepa taken 'by hit. 
Majesty and hil august ally. 

In order to deprive his enemies of ;ill possibility of .ubtl!r~ 
loge or IIV8liian, and in the hope that a just &ease of thti cimtinut:cl 
calamities of war ,and of the incteasitJg dist:ressea 0( France her

'1e1C. might. atlength. hay. led to _just and pacific dispositieDl .. 
'lliaMajestyrenewe.! in anGther form. and through tlie interve~ 
'lioD of friendly powen, • 'Proposal for opening ilegotiati~ for 
peace. The lII8IlDer in which this iDterventioll 1V3I received 
illdicatecl the moat ~oItile di.positiona towarda GreatBritaio.. ' 
and. at the Ume tiaie, 'lffoniod to all Europe. atr,iking lrutan~ 
of that injuriollJ and Off'ensive conduct which isobJerved OIl th~ 

part of the French govenunent· towards an otlier eount:rre... 
The repeated' overtures ma~ in h.iI Maj;&ty·. twne' ·wer ... 

'oevetthe1eu, of *nch a nature,' that it was at last fOund impo .. 
o aible to' pems'tiD the ibsolate rejectiOD of them. without the 
'direct irid: undlgUisediVoWai 'of. determinatiOll to tefullO to 
-EuiGpe" all hope of lb. restoratiOQ. W iranlJllillity, A wane! 
was- therefore, -at length. indicafOd.tb.roughwhicb, the govern"\. 
:betrt of Frimce 'ptof'essecl ibelf Williug to cany 011- • lI'egotia

-ti_OnI ..ad • mdineiis'wat exp~ (tlniup-~'~ f,'1f ~ota 

". '\ t 
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fromMY ~pirit .of conciliation) to receive ~l\di!lister aU!l1orizel{ 
by hi~ Maje~y to proceed to Paris fo~ that purpose. '. . > .' 

. Many cire,nmstances migh't .hav.c been urged,a~ ~ffonlin, . 
powerful motives, agaimt adopting ihi~ suggestion" ~~ti( the 
go~ernment of France ~ladgiven some indicati.on. of ... sp!r(t bet
.tcr calculated to promote the success ofsucl~im.l~sion, and t~ 
,meet.t!ltlSe adv,ances on the part o( Gre)t 'Brila,i~" . rhe 
Killg's deSIre. for tl~e re.toration of geD'eral 'peac~, on just an~ 

. honour'!bJIi ~erms, ,his callcern fur the illter~ts ':of his subjects,.. , 
and his dete~iuillatian t.o leave ta his ene~ies 11.0 pretext for 
\mputin.g to hiro the consequences of their awn ambitian, iildu
,ce~ ,hi~ ta ~verlaok ~very such _cansi~er~tion. ,alld;- t~ take:~ 
,step wlli\=h thes,1i i·easons. alane ~auld tustify.. ., .. , 

The repeated clldeavaurs .. .of the French gov~!nmcnt, tdo 
defeat this mission ill its .outset, and to break off· the, h:tercourse 
.thus o~red.eyet! befare ,the fil1t steps'taw!lrds, negotiatian 
jCould be,l:ahltll;, .. the,indecentand inj~1Tiaus ·languag~ emplayed 
_wi~, a, view, foirrit~~e. th~ captiulls <.t[ld, frivolulis. objecti'll1S 
ral~ed fur the purpase oCLobstructing. tp~ l'r~gh:s~ ~f .. the dis~u~
sioll; ,all these ~lave, sufficiently ap(>ea~..t fram t,hc' official 
papers which passed on both sides, al!d which a\'e- known. to all 

i Europlj: '" -' . .. ,. ,. 
, :au~'lIb~ye all,. the abrupt"term,inatio~ of~he,nc:gotiation 
,bas afforded the most conclusive proof. .thatat.uo period of it 
:was. ~'IlY reJ ~ish ·fur pe;ce el,1terta.i~;~d· ~n th'~ ,pa:tof the 
French goyernment. . " _ _, , 
-' .,~ftefJepeated evasiun imd c\ela:y •. tpe gOy'~r!lment h~dat . 
. length consen.ted to. establish,. a~ the. b~.s~'pf .~he !l~g?tiati0l!' 
.a principle proposed by his Majesty •. Jibl'ra~ ,i.n it,S ownpature • 
. eqqitable,la\Vlrds hi~ ellen1i~s, an4 c,~lculat~.:l to provide for 
Iheillter~ts of his allies, and of Europe. , It badbeeI\ ;I~reed. 
tha~ com'pe1l6atioJl.shol.1hl be I~ade .~ Fl'an~ej'by p~op~,rJio~able . 
l"~titu~iqlls iTom his Majesty's conquesls o\l.thatpower, f()r' 
.~huse ar~a~gements;to which she ~ho~ld, be,called UPO";,to can
sent,-in order to s~tiifY thejllit pl'!;tensions of hii allies, and to 



preserve the poiitic~ balance "or Europe. At the desire 'o('die 
French govern~ent itJelf, memorials were p\'esent~d by his' 
Majesty's Minister, wbich contained the outlines 'of the term~ 
of peace, grounded on the basis so established, and In which' 
bit Maje~ty proposed to carry, to the utmest possible extent/ 
.be applicatioJ.l of. principle so equitable with respect ta 
France, and so liberal on his Majesty's part. The delivery 'of 
these papers was accompanied by a declaration expressly and' 
repeatedly made; both verbally and in writing~ that his Majesty's 
Minister was willing and prepared to enter, with' a spirit of 
conciliation and fairness, into the discussion of the different' 
points tbere contained, or into that of any other proposat, orl 

scheme, of peace, wbich the Frencb gove~nment might wish 
to substitute in its place. , 

In reply to this communication, he received II demand, in:' 
form the most offensive, and in substance the most extravagant,' 
tbat ever was made, in the course of any negotiatioll. It was' 
peremptorily required o( him, tllat, in the very outset of the" 
business, wb!!n DO answer -had been given 'by the ,French' 
govertiment to his first propo~al, when he had not even learnt. 
in a~y reg~lar sbape, the nature or extelitof the objections to it. 
abd much less received from that government any other offer or' 

plall of peace, he sbquld, in twenty-fOllr, hours, deliver in B. 

8tatement of the ·final t~rms to which his court,would, in any 
'case, ,accede-a demand tending evidently (0 shut the door to; 
all nf'gotiation, to preclude all disc,?ssion~ all explanation, all'.
possibility of the amicable adjllstment of."points of difference;' 
a demand in its nature preposterolls, in. its, execution ·linprac-' 
ticable, since it is ·l'laill tllat' no such ,~Itimate resoiution re- , 
lpeeting B gerlerlll plan of p£'ace, ~I'er can be rationally forriJi~d:; 
much Ies&"declared, without" knowing what points areprinci-:" 
pally objected t~ by tbe en'e~y, ~nd ,what facilities' he 'may be' 
willing to offer in return for,coilce~sion in those respects; ,. Ha\·~· " 

iog·declined ~omJ.>!i'a~~e,with this, demaild.andexl.iain.cdthe.;· 
reasons which rendered it inadmissibie, hut baving,' atthci. samc • 



time. eXPressly r~we~ the· del;laration of hi, readin~1 t., 
,IlR\er in~o the di~ussioD of the proposal he had ~Dv~yed. 01' 

of ~y ,other which might be /=ommunicate4,i to· him. th!', 
Kipg', Minister received np other answer than all abrupt com" 
l!Iand to quit laris in .fQrly-~ight houri. If, in addition to 
luch an insult. any fljrther proof were pecessary of the dispo
,itions of those by who,lIJ it was offered, suc~proof would ~ 
abllDda'jt)y supplied from theconlents of'the nole in which thi. 
orqe,.. W!lS conveyed. The mode of negotiation, on which the 
French government had itself insisted. is there r~ected. an~ 
no prllcticable meaDS . left open for treating with effect. The 
basis of negotiation, 10 rect"ntly estal>lished by mutul!l consent. 
is. there dis,claisned, and, ill its room, a principle clearly: inael
znissible is re-asserted as the only ground on which Fran~ C!l1J . 

cppsent to .to;!at: the very same principle which bad been 
brought forwar4 in reply to hi~ Maj~stts first overtures from 
Switzerlaud, whiG,i! h'l4 lhl?o .been rejected 'PY hi~ :vIajesty. but 
,.-bicll now appears Dever to have ~n, in fact, abllpdoriect 
by the gOT~nmen, of France, hO)Vever inc~>llsistent with. that 
00 .''''hicJl.th~y hall ~:spress1y agr~~4 to treat.; 

It is therefor~ necessary that all Europe should. Ul!~ .. , 
etap.d, tha~ the J"llptQre of the negotiation at Paris dQC6 not,ri •. 
fr9rn the fallun: of 8ny .ipcer~ attempt 0&. the P¥l', of 
Frlll)ce. to' recQn<:ile, by fair .Iiscussion •. thll views and inten:us 
oC tile contend,ing powers.. Sw;h a .IiscussioD hilS ~D repeat
edly invited. 8Qd even solicited. Oil thep.art of his. l\faj~ty,. 
b!lt ha~ ~n. iq the tilijt inst~uce, 8n4 ab~olutely. p~ude4 
by tbe /let of the French government. 

I~ aristl~ ~lIc1l}sively frOIl! th~ determinatipn of that govern .. 
Inent to reject all ~eans of peacl'l-a deteqnination which, 
appeared but .toQ strol1&ly in aU the prelimi!lary discussions; 
which was clearly manifeste4 in the 4ell\and of aQ ultiraatQ.!IJ 
made in the very outset of tlle llegQtiatiOn.b~ w .bi~ i.$p.mve4, ~. 
beyond all possibiJity of doubt ~y tho o~stipate. !lMe~c~ to. a 
claim whicll never can be admitted..,--" clahn tbllt the couljtroc, . 



lion which Ihat government a1fects to put (thougli, enn in 
thaI respect, unsupported by the fact) on the internal constitu· 
lion 0{ ita own conntry, ,hall be received by all other nationl 
I. paramount to every known principle of public law in Europe. 
IS luperior to tbe obligation. of treaties, 10 the ties or com· 
mon interest, to the mOlt pressing and urgent'considerations of 

. ceneral security. 
On luch ground, it is that the French government hal 

abruptly terminated a negotiation, which .it commenced witb 
relllctance, and conducted with every inclination to prevent it
tiDal IIUcce.,. On these motives it is, that the further elfusloD. 
0{ blood, the continued calamities of war,· the interruptions 0{ 

pnceable and friendly intercourte among mankind, the pro
longed di&t~ or Enr~pe, and the accumulated miseries G( 

France itself Ire by the gov~menl of that country to be; jus
rilied to the world. 

His Majesty, whG bad entered into the negotiation with 
zood failb, who hal lufFered no impediment to prevent his pro
lecuting it with earnestness and lincerity, bas now only to 
lament ill abrupt tennination; and to renew, in the face of an' 
Europe, the solemn declaration, that, whenever his enemiel 
Ihall be disposed to enter on the work 0{ a general pacification, 
ill • spirit of eonciliation and equity, Dothing shall be 'wanfing 
on his part to contribute to the aC(:omplishment of that .great 
object, with. view to which he haa already ofFered sucb consi- . 
lIIerable sacrifices oobia part, a.d wbich is nQW~tarded obly It, tbe eXQrbi&ant J»'8tenaiQnl of his enemiel. 



APPENDIX B. 

Protest l!f Earl Fitzwilliam, against the Add~'e8s 
, 0/ the House l!/ Lpl'ds, to the Throne, on. 

_ his AJajcsty's ~i)eech, 'an2lounciJlg the opening 
<1' ~ Negutiation for Peacc 'u'itlt tlz,e French 
. Republic. 

DISSENTII!NT, 

,lst •. BeFallse, 'by this address, amended as it stands, the 
sanction of the Lord~ is given to a series of me~~ures, as ill- " 
judged, with regard to their object, as they are, derogatoi-y 
f~om the dignity of his Majesty's Crown, a~d from tbe hoooiIr 

~. . J 
of this kingdom, The reiteration of solicitations for peace to 
a species ,of power, with' ~hose very existence all fair and; 
eq.uitable accommodation isincompatibJe can have no other 
effect than that which it is notorious all 'onr ~olicitation have' 

, .', .. 
hitherto had. They mu~t increase the' arrogance and ferocity,' 
of the common enemy of all: ll~tion~ j they must fortify the' 
credit, and fix the authority of an odious government over 'an' 
ellslaved people j they mmt impair the contideoc~ of all other 
pow~r~ in the mngoanimity, constancy, and fidelity, of the 
British,Couocils; and it is much to be appr.ehended it will 
inevitably tend to break the spring of that energy, and -to lower 
that spirit which has ,characterised~ in former times, this high
minded natton; and which, far from' sinking under inlsfortune, 
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bal even rileD with the difficulties and dangels in whicb our 
country ba, bet>n involved. 

2J. nl'eBuse no peace, .uclt 'as may be capable,' of 
recruitin~ Ihe strength, ,<r.wnolllilling the means. augmenting, 
the r .. ,oun'es, lind providing for the 8,~fetyof thisltingdom i,' 
alld, it. Illseparable eOl1neClk.fltO, 'and depeildencies, can be, had" 
with d,e usurped pqwer uow exercising alllhority in France" 
comidering 'the des,'fiptiuh. ihe character, and, the ,'conduct, 
of tho.e who compose that government i the fIllethods by , 
which Ihey na"e obtained dleir, power, the policy by which 
they hold it, aud the maxims they have adopted, openly pro
ft:!'~. '11"4' uniformly acted ~n, towarlh the destruction of all 
guvt'rnl1)llIlh not formed on their model. and 9ubservient to 
their ~Ioinination. • 

3d: ,Because the idea 'ihat tbiskingdom iscomp/tent:to' 
defe~d ;tlk!lf, its 41ws~ lihertje~, and religion, under the general, 
lulJjug'.{tion of all Eurove. i. prt'sumptuou5 in ,the extreme, 
contradictory, to the' supposed motives for our present eag~r 
.olicitatiolls for peace, and i8 certainly contrary to the Btanding' ; 
ppliey,both of .tate alld commerce, by which Great Britain hal, 

. b.itherto flourished. ' ~ 

:4th, Because. while the common enemy'exercises hi, ' 
power over the several states of Europe in the way we have 
leen, it is impossible long to preserve our trade, or, what can
not exist without it, 'our naval power. This hOlotile system 
.eizes on the keys of tbe dominions of these powen. without 
any consideration of th~iffriend8hip, their enmity, or their 
neutrality; prescribes Jaws to theili, a8 to conquered provinces j , 

mulct. and nues them at pJeasure,; forces tbem, without any 
particular, quarrel, into direct hostility with tbis kingdom,. 
and' eJlPels UI (rom'such ports and 'markets as lihe thinks fit; 
insomuch that, ~ Europe remaining under ils present sl~\'elY~', 
thc:re is no harbour ,which' we'cau enter withoilther penni&.:
sioD, either ill a commercial or a' naval character." 1'hi8 'general
interdicl c:annot be begged elf; we must resist it by our power, ~, , 
o:t we are alreadr in a state of tassali/ge, , " 
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lith. ,Becawe. whilst thiS usnrped power sball contioue 
tbus cO~stituted. and thus disposed, no security whatever can 
bthoped for in ourcoloniea and plantations, those invaluable 
lOIlfees of our national wealth, and our naval· power. This 
war haa shewn t~at the power prevalent in France, by Inten
tionally disorganizing the plantation system. which France had 
in. com\llon with all other European nations. J and~ by invening 
tb.e order and relations therein established, has been able, with 
• naval foreeJ altogether contemptible, and witb very ;ncou. 
siderable succours from Europe, to baffle, in a great measur~, 
the IDOS! powerful armament e\'er sent from· this country into 
the West Indies, and at an expenee hitherto unparalleled; and 
has, 'by the force of example. and by tho eftects uf her;.maehi
nations. produced, ,at little or 110 expenee to herself, either 
of blood or· treasure, lmiversal desolation and ruin. by· the· 
general destruction .of every thing, vaillable and necessary for . 
~tivation, throughout several of our islands. lately among the : 
JIlOdt flourishing aod prodl.loti ... e.The: new system, by which 
these. things ,ha.ve' been- etfeoteJ, leaves our colonies equally' 
eadangered in peace H ill war. It is, therefore, with this 
general system, of which the Welit India scheme is but a 
ralllificalion.. tbat. ,all ancient establishmentll· ant essentially at 
~r for ,the sake of. self-preservation.. 

6th. B~cause it haa beeD declared from the Throne. an.d. 
itUltfllct, the. principle haa· been adopted ,by Parliament, that 
thel'O ,was no way likely til obtain a pea~, commonly safe· and' 
honourable, bat .through t.ho ancient alM.legitimate government 
lqng establishe41ill ,Franc.. Tba' government, in. its lawful 
suceession, has .bellll1 soIemnly·recogoiled, and assistance and-' 
p~teetion. as ,solemnly pr-omised .to. tboseFrenebmen whoe, 
ShQ\lld exelt .themselvea, in.itsJ'estoralioa. The political.prioa 
ciplll .. \lpon whioq this ,.recogqitionwas madll"jsvery far from· 
bein~ .weake~ed by the,c:onductofthe .newly-invented govern .. 
utent., Nllr are our obligations of good faith pledged .8 lucb 

Itror\g. ,?otivell. of policy 10 :thoae '!M'ho ba,vlI.been found intbeir 



lllegi:1DC41 dissolved,. D01' ~ they bet 10, .until fisirl,..direclecl, 
eJforu have bee .. made tIJ ~I'ft tIlii gmt fundamental point. 
NODe have yet been employed "'ith ~ IlJIlIllest clegree of vigolll' 
IUId pencveraoC8. 

7th. Because tho •• ample of the pat change made by 
the ururpati9n in the. moral and political world. more dau
gerous than all her conqullita, is, bl tbe prellent procedure~

cQDfirDled in all ill force. n is the fint successful example, 
furnished by hiltory 0( the luhvE:rsioo of. the ancieot. govern.-. 
ment of • great country, 104. of all its laws; orden. aDd· 
religion, by the corruption of me~n8'7 Irmies' and by the 
KdllClioo of. Inultitude bribodby con6!C8tion to aed~tioo, 
in de.ce of the sense. aod to tbe entire destruction of al
most the wbole proprietary bQdy of the· nlition. The; fatal 
dfClCts of tbis eumpte must. be telt 10 every COWttry. NeW'; 
JDelIIlS. new Inns. new preteJ.ts, 2re fumishodto ambition, 
Ind new persc>1J. are iotoxicated with that poison. 

8th. )l..gu.e our eagern~:. in luing for peace- may, 
ind~ce tbo penon. elterciling p~wer in FlIUlCle erroneously b). 

~Iieve, thlt we act from nec;euity. md aro unable to continue' 
the war; a penuuion which. ill the event~ aD actual peace. 
will operate a. I temptation t. them to renew that conduct 

wllich brought on the present ~If'. nei~1II' .IUlIl """b~'e 8IlY' 
of the wu,l ~uritiea ll'l ~ace. lit thair treatiea. they do pot·
ackl!ll1.llledglltbe obligation of that law, wbich. for ages, Lu! 
beeo ,comlJl~' ·tQ aU Europe. They have nat the ume len .. 
timen~, POI' the,saqJe ideas. of the if interest in,th~,con5tll'YatioD' 
of peace,· w-hi~h have. hitherte, inftuenceG illl regullll'go~ .. 
mental ~IIY do Dot·. il'l the aamQ _ ·maonerl feel public diltlfill" . 

. or th&l privato mi!lery 0( theil' lub,;e.n. j tbey will not find. the, 
aam~ .difficultyj on the commeocemcot of·. new-war. to c:all' 
th.ir wbole foroe iI!w IUdd~JCtioD. where. by-the law; ~fIf1' 
citilCll! i.·a IOldiet". arul.tbe penon, and properties.·of aU ~ 
l~ble. at . once.. Jo Mllitmy ,requisition... On file other. barull -

Ill) .~mp~ -bM·b •• made •• e~iG what manDeI,' whediu', 
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by alliances, by force, military or 'naval, oilly the improve~~ 
menland augmen~ation of o~r fill'llDces, we shall be better' 

, -wble"to~resist their hostile attempts" after the pear':i,than at 
the present hour. If we remain armed, we cannot 'r\tap the 
,ordinary advantage of peace ill reconomy; if we disarm, we 
shall be subject to be ,driven into a new war ~ under every 
circumstance of disadvantage,' unless we now prepare ourselves' 
to sulier, with patience' and submission, whatever insults;,' 
indignities, ,and injuries, ,.we may receive from that insolent,; 
domineering, and unjust lpower. • 

9th.' Becauset~e inability of humbling ourselves' 3gait{ 
to solicit peace" ill a manner which :is a recognit'iou of the 
French. republic: contrary to all the principles of ~J the:: 

\ danger· of peace if obtained, ~he improbability of its duration,' 
and the, perseverance of the enemy throughout the intervtif. 
'of peace in' their mischievous, system, is' riot corijecturejbut
'certainty. It bas ~en avowed by the actual governors or. 

• France~ at the ve~ mO~lellt ·.-hen they had bef"re them Qur 
'applicalion for a pas.~port., 'Tbey chose that 'moment 'for pub-' 
lishing a State Paper, breathing the most ho~tilemind. In it 
they stimulate, and goad us by language tbe most opprobrius 
and offensive. They frankly tell us, that it is riot our'interest to 
desire peace, ,for that they regard peace ouly ~ the opportUnity' 
of preparing fresh means for the annihilation of our naval 
power. By making peace they dO not conceal that it will be' 
their object-" to wrest from us OUI: maritime preponderancy i 
to re-establish what they invidiously call the freedom of the 
seas; ,to give a new impulse to the Spanish,' Dutch, 'and 
I<:rench, marines; and to carry to the' highest degree of pros .. 
~rity the industry and commerce' of those ,nations," • which 
they state to be, our rivals,-"-- which they chargeus"with 
" u!liu~tly attacking. when we ,can no longer dupe j'" and 
.which they throughout contemplate as their own'dependencies. 
united io arms,' and' furnishing resources for our future hllmi· 
ljation lIod destruction. ',' They" resort, 'to, ;that'Well~knowD and 
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constllnt allusion of their'. to ancient history', by which, 
representing." France as modern Rome, and England as 
modern Carthagt'," they acc~se liS of national perfidy, and 
hold England up as an object to be blotted but from the face 
of the earth. They falsely assert tbat the English nation sup
ports, with impatience, the continuance of tbe. war; and has 
extorted all his Majesty's overtures for peace .. by complaints 
and reproacbes i ",. and abo~ea!l, .not .only ill :thlj,t passage, but, 
throughout their' official .note,-t'Ley .shew .. tl~ .most marked 
adherence ~ to that insidi~us and intolerable policy of their sys
tem, by which they, from the commencement of tbe' revo
lutiop, sought to trouble alld subvert all the governments in 
Europ!=. They studiously disjoin the English nation from its 
Sovere~gn. 

10th. Because. having acted, throughout the course "c 

this 'awful and 1l1omentous crisis, upon.the pril1"'p!es her~n 
.exp~sed; andafcer haVing/on the present occasion, ·!!'ot' alily 
(ullyreClOSlSidered, and jealousy examined thAir 'soUudness lind 
validity, .but gravely :tuended to. lin.&. ,.c~PUh>U:~ly w~~g~ed 
the menlo·.'of 1111,· th/'JSe ·.'U'gllll~ .. ,S whtcbhave been offeu:cHo 
induce a dereliction of· them; conscienticiuslyadhering to, a~d 
IIrmfy abiding by them, t UlUB" 501emnlj record them, in' jUl

. ii6cation: af my- o~'n' conduE:t, :.ild in discharge of die duty 
lowe tomy.King. my Country. lind general interesfs of civil 

~ ~, 

'Society. 

, . 
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• 

"J'JJotIer. a ref'ereQCe to the 1iles.of the. Morning ,Clmmide. 
from the fir~t dawn of the French revolation, to the ,day of ~hi. 

, debate, ~ould ~officie~t1y j1l8tify this remark; yet it mayll(~t bs • 
r'hol1y ~toc;"hibit ~f6W proofsofitljustice.-The Duke 
of Bedford, it has been seen; 'aoian!llJ 01[ 'the tiilifontttUyof itt 
ltmgwage Illd condact, during the period in question.-.: Two or 

three extracts will 'Il~ t4l' prC?ve the (?fWTect1tllfl: of hi, Grace'i 
usettiotl. .. .In the dreadful ~ of requisitiot), whic,JJ. :Mt •. 
.. Pitt baa re~lvc:d ,on, And ~bich our· representativee . ~ 'cor:
!' diaHy abet, DO tiwe' is, to be given far remonstraDl;e. ,Our 

.. ,reade'rs will ~ tIIIt it is to .bf( hurried:oo with a degree of 

.. haste, almost unparalleled in the history of Finance. ~ BI 
err the impediments which are Bung in the way of l,1leetings, 
r. IT II llTTERLY IIIIPOiSlJlLB for lhe people ", mt~' QmI 
.. e~, th~r le1llif(lents, in anyway that ,caft'av~il 'them 98 

or the occasion, ,If there WaJ a singll? man in the country • 
.. IW~O, in his heart, thought, ,that the PITT and GUIIIVlLJ.B 

.. BILLS were constitutional measures; 'THIS PIlOOP of their 
.. eperaiion, we think, will correct his, e;'roi:.", Mominl 
.chrflni.:lf, Thll.;mk.l1 I<ec: 7. ,1797." , 



,"' It is proper the pegple ehould know. that they are WOT 

.. r.n.llnn by the PJ'lT IIIId G •••• u. ... 811.1.S from 1iIeet
•• ing in the Old Lngw" CfRUlitulioltol IftOllfltr. lind to take 
.. into COIlIideratioa the grie'OUI nature. ancl alarming t_ 
.. teaqo' of the double. treble, and quadruple useument with 

"which tbey are threatened." MOTJIing Cltnmicle. l1oirrk,y. 
D.c. 11, 1;97. " , 

.. The rich IIIilI _I;, oJfeded by .Jbe alilltiSed'.~ 
.f eYeD abould tbe, 'be &nOte 'ibm uebled, they WCIUId rht'lle 
" lCI'~tcbedby tbem." ltI. C. Dec. 2.·~ . 

•• The Ityle of living, wbich our pride aocl YIIDity. cnh. ' 
or Jove of (,l8hioa. kc. II. introduced. IIIIIIt DOW yieU. 10 ,i. 
.. '""ttiaas 14111 of flllcusity." M. C. Dec. 2. ' 

.. It """'PII the a~llItel, paor, aiuI thoae who are 1O.ia 
•• the Dnt clegree:-." M. C, Dec. 2 • 

•• !til ridiClllOui to lII)'~itba:t tlse laS will Dot fall'with tb. 
f' most mercilallenrity on the pbor." }d. C. Dec. 11 • 

... W. ~'1U'1I1 DOIl-arDsumptiea agreements." 
; "', Ire ... ofrriid nOll..QmsulbptiOll agreemeDts will become 

.. COoamoIl." ·~r. ,C. Dec. 12. -
... Nm-c:oliswrtption -agrA.menu' 'Will be' impTtidiu:~k 

4# ~Dg ilIe pmeat ye.r. &:c." .• Jr(:C. Dec. 11. 
, If bis Graee muld dtl8Cl7 'I7fif-ily in mcb language aDd 

eODchJ'ct II tltis, (and marly other instanCJl!$ of • similar .nature 
might -belldd.x:ed) lie mUst 1me!lad n~merely ·the·faith. 

... hich'~& moulltains. bnt the spirit·which JeCOocilu eOD
cradietioni. 

~ The Earl ·d Derby,.,tt has'-n lieen, 'ti!If!rled, that ' Ih, 
JdorDingChrbDicle Wa!}·_r employed to undermine tlle 
.-eh'gieU uc! civil ~irJimenlslof the coUntry,andtAat it 
"as distinguished fur it, ~tg4~dto" lfle demtcin f!! privGte lif~. 

~ -by ,lbI'disdaia tI{'all'-litandaJ:bn ~l'idaalt.,&~.It win 

;tlo\ be 4eftie4, that co~t .~hipt' to render ·reJ:gioo, itself 
an object of coniempt and derisionlm'e a di.eet lIDd ~rl 

,:Wmlener 'to; -.nd~I1Di_ ~rrtligiolaostabliihment. .. Ai, t. 
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its' attacks on' the 'political estab,liiihrnenh, : it WQulct: be, sa 
,erulles8 ta~k to quote,or even to(efer to".thelD. If, however, 
"the" Earl of Derby. will .turn .ov~r the~pages/of.:',the spirit 

of t\le Public .Jturna1s for. 1797,4' and read ,a 'pialogue, entitied, 
•• The Alarmist,;" ,an~ "an' Actdrels" I. ,To all "he Britishdea

lersifiNoodand ilaug/uer~' who are under the rank oj ensign;". 

be wilt.irtd ample grounds for retracting tbis hasty and: incollii
. dera'" ~ISei tion.. And, in th~ same .collection, . whicb is stocked r ~.... 

"wl~ Iiumerous extracts from tbe Morning Chronicle, hil Lord-
-.bij1 will see an ESfi~y, called,' "The Crie.! tif~acc"u.l;' in 

.,'Which'the miraclell of the boly founder of tbe christian faith are 
-.compared witb tho~e of the Pagan Deity!. . '\< 

When a solemn thanksgiving was ordered at St.: Paul's, by 

.. bd~ pious Sovereign. for the success ,of hi, arms, :the Morning 
Chronicle was the first to: ricVcule this act of n~tiooal devotion. 

J ; ... It js probable that tbe French will have a thanksgiving 
_" for. their Succes~es, 'on the same day as we have·our's'; tbey 

----- . " wltl ~eat us, howe\'er, ,for they have Robespierre's'solemn 
.« thanksgiving for It modeL". Morn,.ehron. Dec.' J 8;' 1797. 
It mu,t be remembered, that the: Pagan Farce;' ,which' the 

, Morning Chronicle here recOmmends to the imit{ltioD of Eng
lishmen. was devised by the atheistica.l philosophers of TeVO
lutionary France. and. the p~inci~al pint in it performed by a 
nuked prostitute, who personated the GOOdes. of Reaso1f; 

while GOBBT, the 'constitutional Bishop of Paris, attended by 
his Clergy, made a formal abjuration of the christian faith 'and 
worship; craving mercy of tbe natiOlI «for having' so long 
"_decei\'ed them with the absurditieli of the Impositw ·CHIUST.· 

'" and hispretelldecl FATHBB, whose doctrines he DOW abjured 
. ,. with. det~station8nd horror," . promiaing' thenceforth to, 

acknowledge no other. Deity than RBASOM •• 

011 the 21st of December;. the lIam" paperridiculedl'eli
gion in the per.on of Mr. Wilberforce, who had .recently iub~ 
liihed a book on ,the subject. ' .... ,. ." . 

If Mr. Wilberforce would have been ,n admirable coad-o 
" jutor to Oliver Cromwell, ~bose seeking the Lord was 9f 
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" II much benefit to the country as Mr. Wilberforce's looking 
" into Jesus." 

Well might a contemporary writer. ad~rting tG this 
paragraph ... and otheri of a similar nature, say to the people o( 
England, "are they content to exchange 'rational liberty for 
.narchy, and the religion of their forefathers for 'atheism in ill 
most bonid form 1 If so, tbey will do well to • attend to· 
these zealots of infidelity-tbtse faithful copyists of ~he 
Pere tiu Chtsne; they are the mouth pieces of the party~ and 
they apeak to UI in thunder:' 

. But, to have· written a book in favour of ·religion was " 
~rime ~hic4 the writers in this paper could neither forgiv, 
por fo'liet, it seems, for it made that gentlerbill) ~e ~onst~ 
pretext for their attacka on religion 

, In tlw Morning Chronicle of JanQary S, (1798) after cal~ 
ling" Church and Kin," a scarecrow, thlll same writer observes~ 
.. Mr. Wilberforce was yeSterday the most conspicuous 1igU!~ 
" in Hyde Park·; the animal that bore him proceeded with. 
" lIale/y and solemn pace, as if j:~DscioUi of being bestrode .by 
" a GOD"-Y man." Agliin, in the sa~e paper--'" the e8tee~ . 

" in which Mr. Wilberforce hold, ~ cross of Christ, .andthe 
" Treasury Bench, cannot be expressed in terms of sufficient 
" . admiration." And, returning to· the charge t.l»'Iile day, 
after, (January 11th) this writer observes, .. II correspondent 
" cautions u. against making a profane . use of Mr. WILBER
.. FORC.'. appearance on Sunday: that gentleman would not 
" have been so UNGODLY II' t(l gallop Ihtre without II sufficient 
,. reason. It was. the fulfillment of some propbecy j and 
If the horse he rode might b8 telate~ to the White Hors. 
" of the Revelation .... 

1 mlat content myself' with a mere reference to further 
epecimens of this impiOus. trash, to be foUnd in the Morning . . . 
Chionicde of thctl 16th, 18th, and 19th of Januaryj and of 
~e ,olh and 20th of February, 1798. Here I shall agam. -

VOL. V. at 



610 

use the words of that admirable wri~r, whose just sentimentll, 
onJhis subject I have already quoted . 

.. We eptreat our readers to pause a moment in thii ' 
place. They have seen a print, calling itself tlae mouth
p",e of the l'ARTY, and, undoubtedly, speaking its senti
ments i-:after persis~ing. for years, in extenuating our suc-

'c:esses, aggravating our misfortunes, and insulting our nece&
lIities i after reviling the whole system of our, domestic eco
nomy, pouring every ipecies of abuse on the naild and equi
table distribution of justice here, and lavishing the most enthu
siastic encomiums on the lawless and blood-stained tribunals 
of France,-they have seen it, we say, after all this, as if 
fearful that its detestable attempts might prove inadequate to 
tbe production of the great' work of insurrection and murd~r, 
calling in the" aid of ATHEISM, reviling the U cross" Christ," 
and levelling its ridicule at the CREATOR, through the 
sides'of a man who has ~o ~ther claim to its abuse, than bav
ing writ~n a bOQk on the subject of re1igion.~· Yes, and we 
have seen peers of the realm, sittin~ ill the~r judicial 
capacity, vouching fur th.. ...."nttn .. "" nf its prinCiples, a.nd 
the purity of ;tlI conduct i-we have &cen men, whose 
word is equivalent 'to· the oat~ of less dignified christians. 
assert th,t it contained nothing .. to undermine either the 
civil or the religious establishments of the country !" 

One word or two on its alleged «regard to the decen
cies of private life i its disdain of all scandal on individuals,. 
and of licentious personalities:' In order to deter the women 
of Great Britain from contributing. to the support of the 
country, at this most critical pe~od o~ its history, the Morn
ing Chronicle attacked, v,(ith the most malevolent indecency. 
a most respectable lady, who resided in the ,vicinity of tho 
capital, for no other reason than that she was reported to 
have added her mite to the voluntary contributions at the 
Bank. 
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.. The alarm among the fair sex happily 8ubsidel. It 
.f arose from the mistake of an elderly lady, who read. in a 
ff newspaper. that the French had ravished' (ravaged) all 

. " Europe." Morning Chronicle, January 29. 17g8. 
II The prostitutes· of Jermyn Street have agreed tl:! sub

" scribe liz nights to the cause of religilm. because the end, 
" as Mr. WILBalFoaea says, sanctifies the means." Morning 

'~ 
H CRrlmicle, Fehruary 20/4. i 

The Plltriotic lady. who bad given such mortal offence to 
this jacobin scribbler, was more pointedly attacked in various 
paragraphs. bur, fortunately. wilhliut producing the desire~ 

effect. The only object. in extracting the few passages wbich
have been quoted from the paper in question, is to shew what 
kind of 1IftIJ spirit had lately riseo In the 'COuntry. which Mr. 
Pitt had teS encounter at this period; and farther. to demonstrate 
the excess to which the zeal. displayed by the leaders of the 
party. was carried; subduing alike all sense of public duty. 
all regard (or truth, and all emotions of. shame. Enough 
has been exhibited {or this purpose, and the subject shall bo 

. dismissed in the words of a writer. who had viewed the licen
tious productions of the party with a more steady eye. a more 
correct judgment; and a more impartial mind. than were pos
I!eSsed by the noble persons whose notions of decency, pro
priety, consistency, and soundness of religious and political 
principles, have been here examined ;-and who, in 1I solemn 
appeal to the people of England, on the danger of encouraging 
the circulation of such prints, briefiy and aptly charact~rized 
them all,but more particularly that paper, which the leaders 
of the party in the House of Lords selected as the theme of 
their panegyric. 

II Au THBY Huss.lIlDs l-Chastity is continually treated 
by these. papers with contempt or ridicule.. ARB THBT 
FATH~Ji8l-Youtliful modesty is put to the blush by groSIL 
inuendoes, or downright indecencies. in ·e~ery' column. Au 
THEY CHlllBrJA!I& ?-RavBI.4TIOIII i. an inexhall5tible theme of 
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mirtJa i the CIlQSS 0. CHRIST is trampled on with savage exul
tation ~ and to l~ok upon it with respect, is said" to qualify a 

~ ~man for the friendship of an usurper and a murderer. AIlB 

THIlY .LOVBIlS OP THBIR KING ~-He is belied, and insulted 
in every page. Op THEIR COUNTRY 1 It is invariably tra
duced. .ita constitution despised, itl laWB reviled, its power 
depreciated i. nay~.(. :.circumstance till nCtw unheard of) its 
fleets and' ~mies declared to 'be without energy andwithout cou
rage, and utterly inc~pab)e o{ facing, an eneJllY. whom they 
have scarce ever met but to defeat."* . 

# • f< Jt will not require the eftOrts of France to diiarm us. 
f< Disgraced as we are, every puny whipster may take our 
" ,Iword." Morning Chronicle~ Febrwuy il. li98. 
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ERRATA TO VOL. V . 

• 

'a«e. 9, lillA! 5, from the hottom, for" 'OietiJ;' read ~i.ti •• 
26, - . 8, for ., they" read the French. 

-- 65, - 17, after" thoBe," 'insert t,. 
-- 74, - Ii, for .. would," read could. 
-- 07, - II, for '-matbre," readnativi. 
--128, - 8_, for « their," read this. 
-- 187. - Ii, .. for there,'" read these. 
-- 140, - 1.), (or d was," read w~ 
-- 177. - 19, for " pass," I'ead press. 
-- 203, ..... 16, for" Corn_n ..... read Councils. . 
__ 287,....;·21, for" haB," reM ...... ..... 
__ S09', note, line 10, for u nearly a Ilft~·· ."<1 moretlan ,. 

fifth. 
- 542,';'" 19, for" whom," read 'Whith. 
__ 551, - 19, after" Sages of," insert tlJ,. 
_ 553, - 2, lor" Toentino," read Tolentino. . 
__ 562, note, line 2, for" c1i.cribing," read describil1C. 
- - - 4, rClr " MadCll/Ual," read MadollD ... 


