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to nine--Seco\ld repol'\: of the Secret· Committee-Joint 
addres~ of the. two Houses· on the: same.~-Ml'; Sheridall, 
proposesa. ,Bill for'enabling Roman Catholics to, hold 

, commissions in the Army and Navy, by, abolishing the 
existing test,· and ,b}' substituting a ~ew path in its stead~
M,. Dundas moves the previous question, ~hich is carried' 
without a division-·-Mr.Fox expresses his ~pprobation of 
the abolition of all. tests---,Lord Hawkesbury's ,Bill for 
enforcing the Na\>igatiot1 Laws._-Pcosperous st~te of com
merce---Increase of Shipping and Seamen--Indian Budget 
opened by;Mr. Dundas---Increased prosperity or the East 
India Compan},---Resolutions, moved by !\fr. Fox, con
demningthe war, anctcensllring the conductpf Miljisters 
~-Contends for tile impolicy of demoli~'hing the 'SYstem 
of J;~obinism. without having some adequate substitu'1:e 
prepared-.Magnifies the resources ofFranc:e, and depreciates 
those of Gre.a~ Britain---Enco~rages ~heSeditious .Clubs 
to c~ntinue their meeting,s---Rel;Ommends an 'immediate 
negotiation for peace:-7Is supported by ~r. Sheridan, who 
declares all the traitorous designs, imputed by the. ~ecret 
Committee to the Clubs, to be fahulous pl.uts;. andforged 
compil'acies---The Com~ittee. vi~ldicated by M~'. Pitt 
against the false aspersions of Mr. Sheridan--.Mr •. Pitt is 
called to order---Unsteady conduct of "the Spe!,ker~--Mr. 
Pitt answers MI' . .Fo'i---Proves him to bave contradicted 
his own a\'o~ed prinCiples on the question of interference 
--Previous question carried by two hu~dred anll eight 
against fifty-seven---Similar resolutions ~oved, and' 
r~5ccted. in the House of Peers .. --The 'leaders of the 
WbiJ Party accept situations ut1d~r: go~er~ment--Their 

. conduct explained and defended--AttackE7d by Mr. She
riJan-;-Hisp:megrric ~~.M~ ,.~ox--It. value ~still.iated--
Mr. Pitt's Specch---Exposes Uie fallacy Qf Mr. Sheridan's 
st:l~C~l("t1ts---ltidicl1les 'th~ ~lotion of his ~wn unpopularity 
in Am~rica--.Expres~es ;l;ope that he mar be always al 



unpopular with .Ja£Obinl .as Mr. Sheridan ia popular with 
them-oppoaition to, Jacobinism the be_t basil of popu
Jarity--Mc; Pilt eKplainl the grounds of the union between 

. tho W/Jig-leaden and the Ministry-.-Vindicates their prin
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View of the ,conduct of Oppoeition during the !;espon,.
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'ltclative (orel! of the belligerent powerl-Advantage of 
the French 'over their enemi_DilferenC8 between the 

. British and Austrian CommandeA-Theiit:respecti~ 
pretell5iona-General Pichegru lakes the command of tho . 
French army-Adopts the plan of general Uoyd':'-The , 
Emperor of Germany places himselfat the head of the 
allied army-Defeat of the French near Landre«;~Siege 
and capture of Landre~y--Gallant action of some British 
and Austrian Light pragoons, at Villan-en-Cauchi~The 
French make aD irruption into Maritime Flanders-Mas
terly conduct of General Clerfayt-General attack on the 
French p09itionS:-The - allies repulsed-Tile French 
attack th,e allies, and are defeated with ~reat loss-E,x~'~ .. 
aion of the allies {rom . the Netberllinds-,Murderou. 
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the Commanders of Valenciennes, Conde, and Lan
dre~y, which are surrendered to tbe French, together 'with 
Quesnoy-the Austrian .. :Ire driven beyond the lUIine~ 
CreveclEur and Bois-Ie-duc aurrendered to tbe l"rem::p by 

. -, 
the .cowardice of the! com,manden; and the }<'rencb 
Emigrants basely gh'en llP to ,be conquerors-Tile slrong 
Fortress of Nimegllen ev~ated bT orJej-~ of the'Dw ~ 



'Y ork ..... 1'he rretl~h army 'ot the Mos~lledereat: the; allies. 
, anel force th~m to repass the Rhine-..:.. The -British Beet. 

uhdet the-commantl of Lord i-towe, falls in with the 

fuhch .fleet, imder Villaret .toyeuse--Battle of' the first 
of June-French defeated with the loss of eight ships of 
the lihe-Success ot the British anus to: the W Elst Indiell
Martinique and Guadalollpe taken~Saint bcie. and 
bthet French islands, teducea-Guadaloupe re-ta'ken
Internal state of France-State of parties-Despotism of
Robespierre-(;;ommittee of Public Safety-System of 
terror';""Numerous executions-Persecution of women
Fourteea young ladies a.ecuted tOgether.. fur _ having 
daftced at a ball with ,he Prossian Officer~TWfnty'f~ales 
of Poitoll guillotined-Feroelous l'eQlark of~illaud 

VarC'IlDes-Dreadfcl. atate of theprisoner~oe1ty to 
pregnant womeJ,l ..... Barbal'OUS observation of Co~on
Trial and murdel' of the Prmcess ElizabeUl-~~on of 
Count D'Esraiog, of Thou.ret;. and .p'fupremenil
Memorable -observation of D'Espremenil to ,ThOllret
Anecdote of Thonret-"-A<lmirable reproof -of .. kabeau 

- D'Youval, to the Pl'e4ident of the Ref"olutiooary Tribunal 
-New schism among tBeJa~~bim-ThC CordeIiers-:. 

They attack tbeAJen qf Blooti-Chabot •. Thomas 
Payne, Anal"charsis Clootz, and others arrested-Exe
,cutiOll of Hebert and Cbamnette-Anarcharsis_ Clools 
guillotined-Dics an atbeist-ExecutioD. -of . Danton, 
Camille Desmoulins, and others, of the COrdeliers-New 

, decree for elltending the system of persecution.,..;Decree 
for acknowledging the existence of a God, and the 
immortality of the soul-~Cecile' Regnault.--Her 
execution, with 'siKty .other persons, fora :pretended 
~nspil"acl againsl th~ li~" of' llobespierre--Earrere ,::a: . 
accuses Mr. Pitt of :having ·planned lhisconspiracy--

, F.uhome adul.tion of ~s!?ierre-Sangl.li~ary decree 
pro~osed by COlllhon---Servildy adopted by tlle Con-



" vention .... Subsequent ' Debates-·-Dildsionl ,in. the Co~ 
mittee. or Public Welf~-~"Meditate<l deitnlcti.~ of 
Robespierre-:--Project of eitber party for murdering their 
0fPonent~Weak and indecisive conduct of Robdpierre 
_The other lacobina court a 'junction witb the nrissotiD8 
--Tallien attackt. Robespierre in th!? Convention-... Billaud 
Varenn~ lupports Tallien--.lndecent conduct of .tho Con': 

, vention--RefUI8 to . hear Robespierre 8pea~ ... -Ta1lien 
threatens to murde!; l1im-Rage of Robespierre--Decree 
of A.ccuBa~on against tbe tWQ Robel!pierres. Couthon. St, 
IlUt, and Leba§--The Gaoler refules to receive thllm. 
and the Guardssutfer them to escape-•• The Jacobina rise' 
in thllir defence-a-Their cowardice aDd" indecision--Active 
~asurea of the Co'!.vention-Robespierro anc:l hi, ~8So
ciate. ~ized~ and executed wi\hQ,,'\l trial--State of Parties, 
lifter the deatb of Robespierre....l'roceedings of. the Con
vention-!:xecution pf FOR}\liei~inviJI~ Lebon. and -
Carrie~Law for suppre$sing alLAjJiliat~ and CO"~I. 
~"din6 Societie&-The Jacobin Club attacked anc:l closed 
-COmplaint of the J~~bin. in the ConveQtjpn-cllltfllC
ter of the Jac;obio, by ltewbell-llafid p..rogrn~of 
Sedition in Great Britain-New COQveQtion prpjec~d
Tho disaffected ~e traille4 to the use of IWlIs-rl~ oC 
an insurrection in EdinblU"gh""Tri~ anc\execution oeWatt' 
and Downie for hi~h .treason-Trials a~d a~uitta. of 
Hardy, Tooke, and The1waU-Evidence of Mr. Pitt
Exiiuince of a Treasonable Conspiracy proved-Acquittal 
of the S!ate l'ri80ners. al'roof of the exce1lep~e 9' the 
British Lawi. • 

CHAfTER XXXI~ 
~ting of tiarliament-:y6Ua~ course oC proceeding inter- , 

_!1Iptec! byM;f. Sbe~n -..: Increased confidence of the 
OpPQ&itiQQ _- They maintain that lh, n<m-elli~tellc;e of 
IIlota ~.. prov~ 1»' tlii 21flluittal of lIle pllr~ tried for 



High Treason---This opinion controverted by the Solicftor. 
~ , - ( 

General, and Serjeant Onslow. who coritended that the 
existence of treasonable plots had been completely Pl'Oved 
on these trials-Conversation respecting the office of Third 
Secretary of State---Debate on' the Address--Movecf by , 
Sir'Edward Knatchbull,and seconded by Mr~ Canning--
A~~l1dment lOoved by Mr: Wilberforce-Opp~ by 
Mr, Windham --- He represents the fatal eonseqUeDC~S 
of a premature t>eace---QUotes a' Seditious' Song--Mr. 
Pitt's Speech---He admits the possibility of being. obliged 
to treat with, the French Republic; but expects no security 
except from a Monarchical government-Remarks on the 
conduct of Mr, Wilberforce, arid his friends---H'1S 'weak
ness and pusillanimity exp05ed---Mr. 'Pitt shews that; the 
death of Robespier. had produced no' change in 'the 
conduct 'of the French Governn1ent to Foreign StateS-
Contrast between the English and French Coristitutions; 
and between the Financial resourCes' of the two countrieS 
--Enormous ellpenJiture of -Franc_Mr. Fox's Speecb
Insists on the necessity of Peace---Co~pliments Mr. Wil
berforce-Expresses his determination to call Ministers 
to iecount for their mistonduct---Imputes tbe, war ,to a 
Court-Patty, who hate Liberty, :ipd are indifferent to the 
'diitresses of 'the people---Amendment rejected 'by ;two 
hundred and forty-six votes against serenty-three---Address : 

,'- Carri~---Mr, Sheridan's. motion for the repeal of the, Act 
for suspending- the Habeas - Corpus Ad---He condemns 
Miilistera---Re.pi:'obates theWai: ~~-Insiststhat .; v~ict 
of Acquittal is a fnll proOf of innocence-:· Is answered by 
Mr~ \Vindham, who reproves the officiollSness of his zeal; 
and points out .'the convenient defect Of his meroory
His character of Mr.SheridaD's Speech---He describ~s iti" 
as' an appeal to the Jacobin Clubs:-;He derends the Whig
Leaders'. against the attacks of Mr; Sheridan j and OPPoses 
the Shield of Character. to -thC Shafts of CalumDy~Mr. . ., 



Erskine and Mr. Fox support the motion-Motion rejeded 
by one hundred 'and forty-four again" forty-one--The 
Attorney-General', mOlion (or renewing the Act of Sus
pelliion-Oppo!ied by Mr, LambtoD--Ca~s adduced by 
the Attorney-General to disproye the assertion, that· the 
moral Innocence of' a party accused i. establisbed. by a 
verdict of Acquittal-Bill P.assed-Renewed o~ratioDs 
of' the French in Holland_They pass the Waal Ol1lhe 
jce--COmpe1 the British army to retreat .... -Base conduct 
of the Dutch to the British troops--The troops are exposed 
to great hardships--They reach Bremen~-Kind and h~ 
pitable treatment of them by the inhabitants -- They 
return to England-Emigration of the Stadtbolder.-
Abolition of the Offi.ce..-Tre.aty of Alliance IJetween the 
Dutch and French Republica --;J'roposed augmentation 
of our Arroy......opposed by Mr. Fox-Defended by Mr. 
Pitt - Mr. Grey'a motion 011 tbe eubject of Peace-
F.splicit declaration of Mr. Pitt, that DO (orm of govern
JDent in France would operate II an impediment to Peace-
He movea an' amendment to the motion--True atate of 
the Question-Mr. Pitt answered by Mr,Fox-~Wil
llerforce and Mr. Heory Thornton sapport the molion
Motion rejected by two hundred anc! .ixty-niae against 
eighty-aix--Amendment Carried-Simil. motion in the • 
House of P."en .negatived-Mr, Pitt introduces a new plall 
for manning the Navy--Conversation on th! Subject
Proposal o( Mr. Harrison for procurilfg men for the Navy 
by a Tax 09 Pl~81 and ~nsions-:.-Absui.:ity and injustice 
'~ the proposal demonstrated-Debates on the Jmperial 
Loan-Petitions for Peace--New motion of Mr, Grey 
on the Subject-Negatived by a great Majority-A simi
lar motion negatived b1 l~ House of Peers--Mr; Pitt 
opens the'Budget--New Tues--Mr. Fox'. motion for 
an inquiry into tho State of the Nation-.... His remarfs on 
Irish Atfairs-Aniwered 1»1' Mr. ritt" w.ho moves to ad-



journ-..Mr:She~idal!·s S~I;l~ch-~R,ema~ln 9.J;I. tll~ h,eC;\lSSity 
of removing l\iiniste~ -,- Motion.. for th~ ·~c\jourtlxpent 
(;arried -. Mr. Wilberforce's motion res~ectinq; :r~c;e--

. Mr. Windha~'s Sp~c~--l\1Qtio~ ~u~~o!;te(l bX 1\1r; Fox 
---ltesisted by 1l.r. fitt --- ~eglltivt;:<;\ by Uw lIqll!iP
Provision 'for the est~Qlishment of the fJ;W~~. 9f Wal~ 
Difficulties attending t4e. arr~ge~en~ of it.~-Pla~ :(lJ!ially 

adopted by. Mr. Pitt---He \qtradu(;es tbe S\ll;lj~t t~. the 

f{ouse---Long Debates on it--.Gr~t ~iJfe~nCe Q{ opWiOD 

.-"-:Reflectionson th~ ~uest\on--S!!\tem.eQt¢ ~~, She

ridal\ res~ctingt~e Royal Mes.sage of ~787-.. -Cpl\t\1l4i!=ted 
by Mr. Dundas-- fr\nCe'S . ril# til the V~' ~f, the 
puchy of Cornwall, during bis lI\inqrity, ~~~se4 --
Disrespect shewn to the ~ing-...,;JacPQ\nic,al ~~tioD 

of Mr. fo~.~that t~e Kjn~ is 111011 Serlla.nl r¢' (~iPcof1t-
Just remarks of l\~r.· pundas,--~!liq:ladverpioij$ ~. the 
whole \,rocee;'in~-~-l\.S P.lJaJ .Arnmg~~n~. 

CaAPTER XXXII. 
. ' , 

lJ'Irmo.l!1 in tha Cabinet-.-.t\ppointment ~f :t:ljrl fit~william to 
the ViceroYlIlty pf Irel;md:-_He dismiSSes ulan.>: f~thful 
servants. of the Crown~.,..,MQtivei {or .luc4 COQ,duct 

.l\ssigned--.~s character of Mr. Ber~for<:l {>roved tp 'be" 
,unjllst---His hasty <lecisions not wa~nted \>Y v~~onal 
lmow\edge----Opposite ~h~racler 9f ~r. ner\:sfox4 by 
Marq~s ToWnshe!ld. the ~~rqui~ of ~1J4:"'ingham. the 

f;arJ 9f Westq:lQl'~land.. \lnd Lprd . .t\uck\an<\~-~l\:fr. ron-
.ouby and :Mr~ G:l1Itlan b.ecpm,t; tl,le ch~CJl edvisers of 

the Lord Lieuten.ijnt"--ll!lpropl'i~ty. '1fsqcb ~oi~-"-J..ord 
Fitzwilliam intj:nqs to el/lallci.pq'~ the ~1It40lic~-~¥ea

sures adopted for that purpQs~~-~r. G~tta? ()~Iili!ls ll!llve. 
(rom the Xrish House Qf CPlJIllloll" tQ l>.ri!l~ in II b~ for 
,relievil)~ the. CathoJi{:s fron) !lU ~m~illin~ r!)Stri~io.1ls
frel:il?itate I=Qqd~t pf the Jp111l4~\.l~'Danr.--Dt;, ~it.iill 

, " • '." ., I. - ., '. ,,', '" 



'C3binet disapprove it---He_refuses to alter it, 'and is 
recalled--Bill of relief brought in by Mr. Grattan-
Rejected by • great Majority~--An Irish Member proposes 
to impeach Mr. PiU--Inquiry into the cause of Lord 
Fitzwilliam'. recall moved' f'.)r, ita the House of lords, 
by the Duke of Norfalk---Lord Westmoceland's speech--
he jUitifies the Government of Ireland from tile 9.~r
lions cast UpOIl it, by Lord Fitzwilliana---Proves tran
qnillity Imi confidence- tobave nisted, in an uausaal 

.degree, wben his Lordship WlI.I appointed Vicetoy---ViJ1-
ilicateJ tbe characters of the persolU whom he dismissed 
(rom offi(l6-~.condemn. the proposed emancipation etf the 
fapisu, CIi dangerous; to the Constitution, andincom
patible with the Cor~nation-OlIth--AffirlD!l lbac' the 
in\tructionl which be bad himself received ff<~m Mr. Pitt, 
held out no expectations of lucb a'measure--Lord Fit?.
william'. reply~Hj, eulogy on Mr, Ponsonby and Mr, 
Grattan-His character of the latter proved to be most 
woefully de&ient in accl1raCY~.-Rid~cules aU fears of 
Cathollo Emancipation-Misunderstanda the question-
JUit ground of epprehensiOG established by dle. elmduct 
of the Irish Parli'ament . after the neV6lutioo--Guarded 
conduct of Ministers daring thia discassioD--Generoul 
declaration of. Earl Spencer-Mr, Jekyll moves the same 
question in the House.of Commons--Justi6es Lord Fitz
william, and censures the Ministen--Dilfers from his 
l.ordihip as to the motive of his. recall~--Mr, Pitt's speecb 
--He opposes the Jnquiry as, unnecessary. no 1:hargo 
haying hl¥n preferred against the late Viceroy"--Mr~ 
Douglas notice. the wise and beneficent measllres of Lord, 
Westlnoreland's Government--'l'he mQlion for an Inquiry 
negati"ed in both Houses---Rdleclionll. on the short 
Adminiatration of Lord Fitzwilliam---Alledged grounds for· 
ilia dismission of the officers of the Crown examined and 
proved to be untenable---Sentim8llu i1n~llted' .to·~r. Piu 
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,hewn. by his own ~tl~. never t~ have been entertalDll~ 
by him-~HonoIlTable conduct of the Duke of Portland, 
and .t4e otherWhig~ who w.d joined the ~iDisters--~Mr. 
:JJaiham'& motioD. respecting ~b~, ~lledged miscolJduct 'of 
~ir Charles Greyanj! ,Sir John Je~-:--~~clamation issue4 
by those offilXlrs oppressive and unjll5tifiable~-Mr. Man,: 
nipg seconds the motion~-Reads Lettt;:rs~ac<:u.sing. the 
British CoIQIllanders of avarice and illhum~ity~-opposed 
by Mr. 'G;rey~Validity of his ~son$--Mr. Dundas'. 

'speech--MovCls the previous question) and proposea,twq 
rcs'okUions. iIhplyi!lg approbation of the condemned Pro, 

"~laD;lation. and of the co9duct of the ,wQ Commanders-1-
These resolutions censured~Adopted by the Hou.se.,.-The 

'vote' of Thanks opposed only by Mr, Rose, ,Jwlior-"! 
Acq\li~tal of r.~r~. '~ast;ng~---Length ,of hi~ Trial the' 
source 0'£ oppression.--Reflections thereon· .... Alter.ations 
lIuggestcd in the conduct of Impeachments-High 
Character ~f Mr. H~ting$.-.Continen!al Affairs-:;-PoJan4 

, ~. Tyrannical conduct of the Ru.ssian Empress---Kosciusko 
-The King'of Prussia makes peace with francq-LaY$ 
,iege to Warsaw~~b compelled, to retreat-Irruption of 
the Rus~ians, under Suwarr<)W, IlltO Polal1d-:Deftla~ of the 
Polish ~atriots---Ko!ciusko taken 'prisoner-~Assault o~ 
the Capital-"-The suhurbof Prague taken by &torM--~ 
Warsaw surrenders-·-Dissolution of the Polish Monarchy 
~-DislI1emberment of the Kingdom--~Rt!flections on the 
unprincipled ambition of the p~titioDtng powers--France. 
makes paace with, Spain at Basil-.:.Acquires th~ Spanish, 
part of St. »omiDgo-~-Conclude3 a· Treaty. with' tho 
Leaders of the. Vendeans' and Chouans-.... Never intelid~ 
to be observed by the Fl'ench Government--~Disastro~ 
cxpeditio~ tIJ QuibeJ;on--:The Emigrants defeated-Many. 
Clf them taken and executed, in breach ot; the capitula .. . . ' , 

. tlon -- Operations on ·the Rhine -- .Internal atfuirs of 
f'iance~.,..£tf0l1S ofilie 'Ierrorists· ... lnstirrections w: th,~ 



tapital-... Deatia of Loui. XVII. ~-. Liber~ioD of .tho 
Princ;esl Royal-The new ConalitutioQ-·~Ila- meriu and 
c1efectl - SUppreaMoa Gf all popubr Societies-~-New 
defi.aition of iquality-~-lta absordily Ihewn--Decreea 
~ compelling ahe people It) r~elect two-thitda of the 
Coovontioa annucid to tho DCW OODltitution_Besiated by 
the Plril.ianl--~Battlo of the 5th of October-The Con
yctional TJoape Ia~aded by Baonaparle..':'-The Sections of 
Fan. by General Danian-.. lM Parwians vaDqnilhed~_ 
Fre.la effixts. at tbe. Tcrroriata in tlle CIlllo"enrion-
Defeated by the rboIkrate parlf-,,-COIWention di601ved-~. 
Naval ovporatiOllS Q( Great. !rltain."-GalJant conduct or 
Admiral Cornwalli ..... Admltal Bocba&n debts the Fl'8ncl,\ 
In tlle . Mediterrlllle;ID-"", Vict0l)r gamel!, b, Lord Bridport 
04' .Port L'OIient--~~pblJe of &he Cape Qf Good Hope. 

CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Btate of the public mlud-CrowtllDl DiscODtnt-'1'he IOUr~ 
of it - Ella Ind object 01 tbe elamoon lor l'eac:e
},feana DI8d for exciting di~ ... I:';factio3 with ·the war-Scar
city of ec- falMl, Isnibed to i,t-The Pre .. principally 
llI.ployed to promote disaffection-Inadequacy at "ertion 
011 thl) part ., lh. Minuter to· counll!ra<:t thi .. effi,ct

CliliO and consequeace' Gf.hi. inactivity'-Il1lportanco 
. of the Press, u an- Engine' tor direc:tingthe Public mind, 
conaidered-Too muc!) aeglCl£!ed, by Mr. Pitt-Seditious 
Meetingl ill tile neighbourhood of the Capital-Early 
MeetiAg of Ifarliament--Attaek 011 the- King ill b~ ,way 
t9 the HOIl6e of Lord.-Attempt to ID\trderhi •. Majesty 
1& l'alace--Yard-The King agaiDattacked OD hi. return to 
Buckingbam-HOUIie-These attempt' weed to the· adop
tioll' of French Principle":" Consequent Proceedincti9 
Parliament __ Addresl 'to' the King - Lord LaDadowDo 
.harges· the Miniltel't with being the. author. ef lb. 



, .£tack-Observations, 00' that Charge-Firmnesso( hi. 
-Majesty-Speech fro~ ,the Throne- Debates on tIlO 

Address'::"Mr. 110x's Speech-Falsehood' of his 3S5e~tion' 
exposed-Amendment moved-Opposed by Mr. Pitt
'He ridicules the .l.mendment-:-Comments on the recent 
change elf form' and principles in the French Govern
ment - Reltards it as' competent to' 'preserve the 
,'elatiolls of P'eace 1V1d Amit)" with other Nations""-

'Lord Grenville's Bill for' the safety and {'reservation
, of' his Majesty'i Person and Government-Lord Gren
'ville's Speech - Bill for the' suppression of Seditious 
Meetings" 'introduced by Mr. Pitt"'-He explains its prin
ciple and object~Debates on the two Bills-Opposed by 
Messrs. Fox,' Grey, and SLeridan, whO' charge Minfl;teN 
witli having Provoked the attack upon the King ....... Mr. 
Grey represents the Ministers to be Traitors-Their inde .. 
cent ,and unparliarneatary language censured-Mr. Can .. 
ning's .Speech-H~ ascribes the anack on the King to full 
doctrines 'broached at Copenlia~en-House-Speech of th~ 

,Attorney-General-Produces several Seditlou9 Publi~tion~ 
-Proves the extensh'e circul~tion of Treasonable Libels-

,Demonstrates the necessity of th~ New,Bil1~Bills sup
pOl'ted by tilt! Country Gentlemen-Speech of Sir Francia 
BailSct-He provell'the cOlUlection between the meeting 
at Chalk-Farll1 and the attaclt on the King":"Angry replT 
of Mr., Fox-He asserti the design of' the House, of 
Stuart to restore Popery ill Ellgland~ontrary assertion 
in his history of Jame9 the' Secoud-Sp~hof. Lord 
Mornington - He unfolds the viewi of the Seditious 
Societies-Quotes passages ftom several of their Treason-

, able 'publicatiolls-Answer of Mr. Sherid~-He. 'refuses 
to believe' what it d~, no~ ~t his purpose lO'admit
Suolititulefi ridicule for argument, and assenion for proof:
.Ct1]. th~ attempt to murder ,the King accidental-Hie 
~evoluLiollary logic exposed-His whole Ipeech ipfiammato!}" 
" .. .. .- ., 



abd cakuL'lted to escite a revolt-Direct tendency ()f tbe' 
!peechet elf tbe Opposition to rouse the people to rebel-' 
liun-Mr. FOI: reduces resuta"ct to a qu~sti6n of PT7uief'la' 
-Indignant reply of Mr. Pitt-Charges Mr. F~ with 
.etting up his owe opinion iii the litandard of truth, and 
the rule of conduct for Government-Tnea him with a 
breach of duty, and a determina~ion to resi.1: the law by 
force- Mr; Folt re-state. his positioll-ProYed to be sub. 
ftantiaJly the aame-lla tendency to produce a Civil W'ar 
demonstrated-Similar sentiment. avowed by l\b..Grey-

. Admi.-able ,Speech of, Mr. (;rant:"'The Bills ju.ti~ble 
only by nec8!lility-Their Provisions"':Professor Chrjstian'~ 
opinion of them-Incidental questions arising out of tllC 
Debate-Mr, Sheridan', abuse of the Polico M:lgistrates~ 
Refiection. Oil the Subject- His list of their .egative 
lJulllitiel enlarged-Mr. Reevea', II thoughts on the Eng
li.h Covernment."-Denounced I~ a Libel by Mr. Start
Mr. Sheridan take. u~ the Question~Hi. Speech "pGD it . 
-Rt>marlu on the novelty of his I\"owed attachment ~o, 
the PRnciplcl 0( the Constitlltion .... Jgnorance of history. 
lind ruerile criticism displayed in the Debate-The Con-. 
stitutional Lawyers. and rarliamentary Jesters, revilo tLc 
froduction •. of the Reverend William Jones, the Reverend 
john Whitaker, and Mr. Reeves-Mr. Sheridal\ char~ 
the Pamphlet with' heing a Libel on the RevQlutwa
His own observations on that event sbewn to be Ubellous 
-Curiolll Remark of Mr. ~rskine-Eltcellent Speecla 
9C Mr. 'Windham-He exposea the views' of the Whigs 
in attacking ~r. Reeves-Analyzes tbe Pamphlet wi:h 
creat judgment and abillty-Justities the 'passage selected 

" {ot censure--U~generoUil conduct of Mr. PiU":'" Weaknes. 
of bi, argume~t-Validity of' one of his positions CO!I

tested-:-The King's power of maklllg laws asserted by the: 
Attorney-General-Absurdity of Mr. Sheridan's ckarge. 
~hewn - The Whigs prove t.hemselvel enemies to lh. 
Fretd~m o~ ~~" Preiil"~4 1.0 the'TrW by Jury-Mr. 



$b~iJan;slen~ty and me~cy proyedto pe .I!)F4imj tdit4 
ptr$,tfcution-;-1;he :House pronounce tbe Tract to b~ a ~ibel 
--Adr.4'ess the J,Gng ,to dired 'the Attorn~y-GeI;leral to" 

,prruecqte Mr. l{eeves. as ,the ~uthot-:-~e is tried _ anet 

acquitted-Sljbsequent discllSsion Qf 1M subjec~ througli 
,the medium of the Press-- Disgraceful liilencf; ¢ 'the 
Whigs--- Legi$lative ftleljsure$ for pimiuishing the- con..: 
lIumptioo of Wheai."..Thelludget"'1""'The LOan-..-Me9Sag~ 
from the King 00 the subject of Peace~ Debate llPOlll it~ 
AdgresB carried wi~u~ • qiyi$i~ ~ 

CHAPTER XXXnT.,j 

Sincerity of Mr. Pitt's wish for peace-Character of the ,NeW' 
Re.vol\ltion at Paris ..... Conduct of its founders. subversive of 
its leading principle-MeaDs taken to compel the people tt) 
re.-elect two-thirds of the ellisting Convention-Motive. 

d such conduct examined-A. express- article, of th. 
New C~e violated by the reference of the constitution' tl) 

the troops tor acceptance-The uewly-established freedom 

of the: Press employed ill ~xpo.Sing the, designs"' ,the: 
COil,vention .,..,. ~o change _ effected in ,the conduct of 

tho .French towards Fomgn States-Clamours for pea~8 

excit.ed by the Opposition ...... Their tendency-and e1f~ts
Mr. \~ickham ordered to SQuAd the dispQSition· of ~hlJ 

Frelilch government. ill respect of peace-;..,.His eommuni<4 

Qtionwitb. Mr. Barthelerai---Motion o£ Mr. Grey. to 
~ompel..the Ministers, to, open a'negotiationwith tb. 
French.-Opposed by Mr. Fittl 'WhQ, adverts to the-over~ 
turesalreaay ordered to- be made by Mr. Wickham-..... 
Motio" negativ~d--~A principltl9f negotiation advanced by 
France, amounting to the assertion-of a right to bind ElIIrop. 
by. acti of ber OW11 legislature---Investigatiou. of thii prin-

• c~plc-...neply of the ."Sri tis" Cabinet to the Note pi 
tbe -Direct'lIy---:Mr. Pitt propases·., ,new loan and: new 

ta~C&-.• J.\.igtiol1of Mr. Grel' brought forward~- .'Wf,~ a 
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""w to the iinpeachmeot« Miitistere-..Mr,Piit's apeecb 
_Motion rejected by ag~t,majority-.-Mr, FOIt moves .. 
tepee of resolutions, condemoing thl'! conduct of MiUisterl 

~-Hil .peecla iD. luppor' 01 tbem-.Accusea Ministert 
pC purposely del:aying oYenures for peace, untiI they could 
JlOt be accepted by tIle Frencb.~.PI~d. the cause of 
France with great uaJ 'aod ability--Censures the imlme
tiona given to ~r. Wickham. and justifies the objectioD' 
of the Directory ..... The incousistency aDd weakness of his 
IIrgoments eltpolICd,_-He insists· ()D ~b" necenity of' a 
change of Ministers; blrtdeclarel, that ,he nevet will 
accept of a place himee1(, without a ,1'etraetatjon of ~I 

• the leadiog principles and mnim. which had been Idopte.4 
by the government II/ld the HO)l8e.--~Mr. Pitt Ipswers him 

'-Declare. that peace has been hil COllstant wish, and ibat 
~e war has intrtfered with all his favourite plans. 'of 
JlCOnomy aDd tinallc60-Commen~ Qn the i~coDlisteney of 
Mr. Fox--hlplainl' the diifereoce between himself and 

Mr. Burke. relPf'Cting the object of .she war·.;..Coofutee 
Mr. I"os', charge of in.iDCerity~ in the attempt to open a 
lIegotiatiOft for pea~-Resollltion. negatived by 210 
vote, agaiDst 42-PaTliament dielO:ved--Militacy' opera
tioDi on the Continent--Renewal of hostilities en the 

Rhille-.-Amount of the respective forces of the AustriaJI! 
IIDd Fn-DCh, at the openlng of rhe campaign......object of 
the French, on the illv85ion of Germany-Battle 00 the 

Sieg-Battle of AlteRklrcbell-Retreat, of the ,Austrians 
~.ThC1 Archduke Charles joins the army, defeats the 

French. and drives them bock behind the Labn--Generlll 
Kray, with 11;000 men, beats 25,000 'Frenc.h. under 
Klebot--The French retreat t:I Dus~ldorf~-Operations 00 

th!! Upper Rhine--'\Vurmser detacilt."(} to Italy with 
~O,OOO men":.Superioriiy, of the French,--Moreau' takes 

the fort of Kehl--Cowardice of the Suabian 'troops
Moreau crosses the. Rhine, and enteTl·Germ~nf' with 

~O,OOO'IPell--Defeats ~he Austrian9 un4er Latour. OD tho 



Murg";"-The Archduke takes the command of the troops en. 
the Upper Rhioe---Battle of Ettlingen---Retrea:t of the 
Imperialists-.-B,attle of Mettingen--The FreD~h'.advance 
into Eavaria--Masterly ~lal1 of ~ 4rchduke--~He 
marcpesagainst Jourdan's ~rmy'::'-Jourd:an retreatS-:~The 
'Archduke preven,ts bill jun.ctiol1 i.vit~ Moreau":-l)efeats 
him at K;ornach--~Jourdan's army ,is dispersed" and driven 
beyond the Rhine---Operations on the 1)aoube---Moreau' 
,.defeated-.-Peace between Franl:e and Bavaria---Moreau 
,,,,treats--~Displays gr€at: skill and ability~,.-Imprudent 

rondu~t of the 'Austrirul Generals--The freo<;h riH:ross 
the Rhine--Siege and· recapture of FQlt Kehl bf the 
A\lStrian~CampaigB in' Italy---Relative forces of the 
:BelligerentpoWers~~Battles of Montenotte ,and Mantele
zino, Dego, aud Vico-T-Retreat of the Allies~--Peace be .. 

, tween France and Sardinia-... Retreat 'of the AlJstrian~~ The 
French cross'the 1'o---BatUe of Lodi-the French pass 
the Minci6-Eriter Leghgrn-Be~iege Mantua-'Vurmser 
arrives in Italy-Siege of Mantua' raised-..!.tI$trian. 

- defeated in' various actions-':Wurmser retreats ,into the 
Tyrol-Battle of r.ovoredo-Actioo at Bassano-'Vunnser 
arrives at Mantua"':'Peace between Naple& and Franc&-· 

. .A. fresh army or Austrians, undet Generals alvinzy' an~ 
Davidovich, enter Italy~Bat!1~ of FOllteviva~Battlc oC 
Arcole, an,d tetrellt of Alvin~y..,.".Battle near' Ve~j:ma--~ 
Defeat' of the Austrians af Rivali and Corona~--They 
retreat into the Tyrol---Mantua surrendered to' the French 
--FCa~ betweeQ France and the P~pe-~-T~rmillation of' 
ilie eampaign.-~Examination intp the cause$ ef the d~feat of 
tbe AUstrians, and the succe~, of tile frehch-7" 'J;'reachery 

'of 'the Austrian offu:er~--F~s~hood 'oC .'Buonaparte'_a 
reports to the DlrectorY~7"Loss of either army . durin~, 
the' campaign-Impolitic restrictions imposed 011 the 

Au~trian Commanders, by the Aulic CO,unell of War-
_ l:vil effects of such a ,ystem; 

"/ " 



THE 

'POLITICAL 

LIFE OF MR.' PITT. 

CHAPTER XXVIII. 

St3te of Jacobinism in England---Smothered' for a tim~. but 
dl'Stined to break out with additional violence---The bold~' 
ness of the 1acoblna increases with the tuccess of their 
brethren in France.-The London Corresponding Society-' 
Send delegates to ditferent parts of the Kingdom-.-Rapid 
progress of dis.1ffection---The doctMea of lacobiniSII1 
alluring to the poor and the idle--Cautious conduct of the 
Milliliter-Convention at E!dinburgb---Tbeir views. their 
objects, and proceedings---Adopt French (onbs--:Meeting 
of Parliament---King's Speech-_Address moved by Lord 
Clitfden, and &ecoDd~ by Sir Peter Burrell---Eloquent 
speech of Lord Mornington---Acknowledgments of the 
French Jacobin', that 'they were the aggresson, ancl 
brought on tbe war--Speeches of Mr, Fo~ and Mr_ 
Sberidan---Tbey impute tbe cruelties of the l"reDch 
Government to the de~potism of the Monar&hy--Falsebood 
of tbis illlputation proved---Tbe attack of foreign powers' 
assigned 3. a second cause of these enormities-The enor
mitiel> proved to e~i8t \)t;fore the attack began--Pacific: 
disposition of ,France aJSlr{t'd~--Her pg~ressiv. spirit 
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distj~ct11 fJroved---Mr. Fox abuses the Allies of Great 
Britain---Affirms that Louis the Fourteenth attempted to 
overthrow the established Church of England--This fact 
denied in his late History of James the Second-Disasters 
of the Allies 'magnified, and their victories depreciated--
Speeches of Mt. Dundas and Mr. \Vindham---Speech of 
Mr. Pitt; he justi'lies an interference in' the internal affairs of 
France~--Repre~ellts the destruction ~f the Jacobin system 

, as necessary for the peace of Europe--Impracticability of 
~eace with the R~voJu'i.iori;Iry Government~--Iustability of 
that Government inferred---Reasons for the invalidity 
of such inference addllced---Negotiation with France, at 
this period, shewn to be impracticabie---Mr. Fox's amend
mentreje'cted by a majority of :US--Addresa carried-
Similar Address moved in the House of Lords--Debatc 
tliereon---Amendment proposed by Lord Guildford:'-Ridi
culous argument auvanced ill S~ppOlt of it---Negatived by 
'ninety-seven votes against twelve-Motion of Lord Stanhope 
i<!~ acknowledging the Frepch Republic:~-He prono~ncell 

, a, panegyric on the French Revoiution---His ignorance 
'of its history demonstrated---Declares himself a Jacobin-
Can find no orie to second fiis motion---Legality of -the 

, sentences of the Scotch Judges on Muir and Palmer, for 
sedition, questioned by Mr. Adam---Bis motion and 
speech on the subject in the House of Commons--His 
'1;eneral principle contrary to general practice---His motion 
rejected by 1:!6 votes against 31---Mr. A~am's motion' 
for a revisal of the sentence on Muir and Palmer---

, Opposed by th'e Lord Advoc:lte---Answered by Mr. Pitt--
, Rejected by the House---Third motion of Mr. Adam on 
the defects ill Scottish Laws---Negatived by the House--
Discussion of the same questions in the Bouse of Lords--
Subsidiary Treaty willi the King of Sardillia·--Censured 
by the Opposilion---Maiden speech of Mr. Canning--
Bis liberal notions of National Policy:.--His masterly 
character of the French Gove~nmellt-~--The treaty 
sanctioned by the House----The Opposition com-



"iaill bf the ~~.. 01 *!t" ~lDf-''tllat. pieasure 
defeQde4 b,ltJr. PiIt..·.Mr. Pit~ opl'n. ¢e bU!3ge~'rTaJ.et' 

llpon ,Icwet and tlpoq lIirth$ aad "lJI'ial. r~d.-,~~New 
duty on fP1riu, bric~&. tilell, ,lalla. p~per, all4 qq the 
UWen~ IIQd IIdmilfiDn pf Attorui~·~·Bill .~ probibit 
the remiltange of lJlllney to franC&-.. Killg', m!l/iSllge to 
Parliawent oil Jb!l landing of the Hessian Troops..-Mr. 
Grey't motion OIl Jbc iUbject-·Folly of diecu5sing lI\>,steact 

priDciplea...-Mot#>A negatived-·Klog" fUe:;6age on the 
iliClaie of t~ army-Legalit, eI volunfaiy·~pnl.libutionl 
for the defeace of the cOWltry-:Dellied by Mr. Sheridan 

-Debate. on tbe question-·ArgulU~t$ of "rr. S4e.ridaa 
confuted by Mr. Pltt.,..Oppodtipri accusc:d by their late 
Leadere of faYoUring thAvieWI of the enemy.".SpleJletie 
iovecti,CJ of Mr. ShuidaD·-Pisc!lssioo "renewed b1Mr, 

FratlCi.-.Mr. Pitt', sped 011 tbe questioo--·He defeed's 
voluntary contribulionl Olllhe grounds lJf law. of prece

cl'eDl. and of policy-Taxes tbe Oppotition with an jnva. 
lion of Jbo Bights of the Subject.-Bill fur I:3riying tblf 
b1eaSQlC into .lfect pliC. without a dh'ision-Motion of 
Mr. Harrison for the abolition of certllin pilices and pen .. 
• ions, and {or .i'mplJliiPI a faJl; upon others .. ·Injlletice of 

!lUCb • proposal. and absurdity pf lhe ressollwg used in' 
.Ilpporl of il..,.·l'rooli of the economical arrangementa' 

adopted by Mr. Pitt produced by Mf. Rose.;,.Mr. Fos. 

Iupports tbe motion. bUI oppose. Ih~ pruposal'for taxin~ . 
• iDccure places.-~Ir. Pitt's reply .. -Motion rejected by 
117 against 50-r·BiII for enablipg the ~ing to ~lUploy 
thc= French Emigrants.-Opposed by Mr. Sheridan, who' 

deprecates a 'lstem of retaliatioD···Jllslice and necessity 

of lucb system maintained--Mr. Whitbread objects to tho 

employment pf Romall Catholics who have taken Dp T~~ 
-·~r.foll.'l s}ieech .. ~He prefers the Revqlutionarl 

Government of France to the Ancien~ Monarchy·-Denie. 
Ioh. right of interference which he bad' formerly mail1,e 

B ~, 
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tained, and condemns the System of retaliation--Tenden~ , 
.,( -his speech' considered-His insinCerity proved---He i. 

"aqswered by Mr; Burke and Mr. Dundas--Mr .. Burke 
defends the Lex Talionis---Bill passed--Marquis of Lans
downe's motionoD the ~ubject of peace---Rejected on a 
division by 103 again~t 13---Similar motion, by Mr. Whit. 
bread---Opposed by Mr. Pitt---Negatived by 138'to 26--
Another motion in the House of Lords on tbesamesub
ject---itejected by 96 to g-_-General Fitzpatrick's motion 
in favonr" of La Fayette-.-Opposed by Mr. Burke,' Mr. 
Windham. and Mr. Pitt---Rejected by the House--Majot 
Maitland proposes an inquiry into the causes of the disasters 
at Dunkirk and at Toulon--Explanations of Minisi:er~ on 
the subject--Expedition to t:Dunkirkcensmed-Motion 
for an inquiry negatived--~SubsidiarY Treaty with Frussia 
discussed in both Houses---Extraordinary 'motion of, Earl 
Stanhope--His horrible penersion of Scripture to prove 
Kings a curse upon mailkind--The Lord Chance~or 

refuses· to read the preamble of his resolutien.--Observa
tions'on the dbject and nature of the freedom of Debate, 
aud on Parliamentary Libels-~Lord Grenville mm'es to 
expunge Earl Stanh()pe's resolution from the Journals pf 
the House---Voted unanimously---Lord Lauderdale's 
motion on the subject---Resisted by a motion for adjourn-
ment. . " 

[179-t,] The zeal, activity, and perseverancf>, 
displayed by the loyal association\ -had silenced

t 

for a while, the voice of disafiectioll, and had 
stilled the clamours .of revolt. But whcl'e jaco
binism has taken deep'root ill the mind, it is not 
easily eradicated.; and, though fear or policy 



may conceal the latent principle from general 
()bservatiol1, o~ prevent any imwediate attempt 
to bring it into action, it will still continue to 
operate. in secret, and will, sooner or later, 
burst forth into an open manifestation of all its 
malignant and de~trnctive qualities. - The 
Dritibh jacobins, on the first 8ucctSsfulexpoiure 
of their flagitious designs, had, probably by 
the advice eitIier of their avowed leaders, Of. 

of those priv~te friends,· who, while they 
occasionally censuted their violent proceedings, 
spared no pains to promote the success of their. 
cause, assumed an hypocritical tone of modera:
tion which their hearts (lisavowed, and sought 
to shelter themselves under a professed limitation 
of thei.' object to plans .of constitutional reform, 
totally foreign from their views. 

-But men, who were adverse to e\'ery prin
ciple of subordination, ancl impatient of 
control, were ill calculated to submit, for any 
length of time, either to the restraints ofpru
dence, or to the shackles of hypocrisy. Tlieir 
audacity seems, indeed, to have increased with 
the triumphs c!f the parent jacobins of France, 
and e\'ery idditioDl!-l act of atrocity committed 
by the predominatin~ faction 'in that wretched. 
country, gave, to their servile, imitators' in 
England~ a fresh ground of confidence, and 
a l;J.ew stimulus to exertion.. The. London 



(:orr~sponding Society. which may be-con .. 
1)ic1ered a~ the grand. revolutionary planet 'of 
Great Britain, and the minor clubs, which inay 
pe tegarded as its sattllites, renewed ,their 
piischievous a~tivjtYt and pursued their destruc
tive course, withmlt opposition, a~ without 
,Jisguis~. For ~ome months,. delegates had 
peen t>penlyemployed, as missionaries, to 
cif(;ulat~ their pernicious principles throughout 
,~he fr(winces, and to augment the number of 
,their adherents. Delusive and lorisionary as their 
theories were, and ~asy as it was, to a cultivattl} 
,and well-jpforJlled mind, to detect their fallacy, 
and to overtluo\v their sandy foundation, they 
~ontained certain ab~tract propositions,,\'onder~ 
fully' alluring to the popr, the profligate, and 
the idle, 'who required 1.10 gr~at eloquence to 
rer~uad~ them,. that l'ichfS and power were the 
J,:onJlJlojl propel'ty of erery individual of the 
~0l11l:nUJ)jty, ~nd that no man had a right to b~ 
richer or gr~at~r than his neighpour~ It is oot 
surptisi11g, therefore, that these emissaries b( 

, )acohinisJalJ who w¢re, generally, men of active 
dispositio!ls, and saJlguin~ il1inds, should make 
~umet'Ous converts to their sect, • or that the 

: . .flame ,of' disCOl~d, \vhich' had' been smothered 
for ~ tjme, ~houl(" break out with added 
"pIener, '. 

OQvetl1rn~nt,' bleanwhile, though appat 
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rently passive, was by no means inattentive "to 
the rapid progress of disaffection. The Ministel" 
kne"'; that, by preferring judicial charges against 
the agents of sedition, without the ability to 
substantiate them by legal proof, he 'Would 
only afford an opportunity to his political 
opponents to renew their invectives. ancI impart, 
to the disaffected, fresh confidellce and courage.. 
lie wisely, therefore, resolved to let thenl 
proceed until they sh~l11d Sllpply sllch evidenc~ 
as would con"i~ce the country, and satisfy a 

" jury, of their guilt. . 
In ~inburgh, the seditious had proceeded 

to reduce their principles to practice, and hid 
actually, ill October,' 1793, holden that kind 
of convention which the President ~f the French 
Couycntion had so fondly anticipated inb~s 
answer to one of the English addresses. This 
meeting ~as attencled by delegates from 1 the 
London Corresponding ,Society, and from other 
societies of the same description in different 
parts of EngJand and Ire1~nd.: The !-ondon 
Corresponding Society, acting with considerab~e 
prudcnce; restricted its ddegates to its originil 
Qv()'{t'ed object-the obtaining, by lawful means, 
universal suffrage and annual Parliaments; but, 
that they might not be ,too much fettered in 
their operations, they instmctea them, at the 
same time. to enforce the duty ()f the Ileol)!e to 
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resIst any ac~ ,~f the L~gislatuI:e .repugnant to 
the origipal principles' of th~ cODstitution,a~ 
~yery attempt would be to prohibit aS$oc~ations 
.for the purpos.e of reform. The' ,Edinburg'h 
'Con\,"ention adopted aU the forms, names, and . 
pro~etdings. of the French Jacobin Clubs, with 
such difference an~ omissiQDs only as their, 
peculiar circumstances rendered necessary .. ,The 
merub~rs hailed fac}l ,ot~~r by the republican 
denoPlin~~ion of cili~ell; they divided theJl1selves 
jnto sections j appo.inted COl11t.D i ttees ~f o.rganization, 
ofinstructio.n, of finance, of secrecy, and of 
fmergellcy" called their meetings sittings; grant. 
~d ho.nours waitt;ngs, and dated their proceed. 
ingt ill thejirst year if. theBriti~h 9o/1verztion, 
,Olle and indi'Pisih!e.-I~ey, at first, ass!lmedth~' 
.distinctiye appellation of the General CO?~ven
tio.11 of the' j'ric'nds oj thr: l?~o.p/e; but they 
,afteqvan.ls took tpe llame of the British COll

.icc"ltion if the ddegales if' .the People; associated 
'to (Jhlain~lli~e~.'lal .'ltifjr~ge .. alldannUli1 parlja
W'llts:' They adopted mearts for' ass~111J>liDg 
the de~egates, at flny, ti~lle, when it should be 
deem~d l~e~essary, ~n cop's~queI)ce o~ any mea
$Ul'eS of prec;~utioll or ~o('rcion whi~h th~ 
,government might adcJpt, for the Societies tp 
act, and tqey were fully prepared to carry their 
doctrine of resistance into effect. . 

. , ... { 

'It The T,ial qf TY}lliam Skiruing, Secretary to lit; Britu!t. 
(onyenua'!, ['ifare ,tIle 1!igh Court rif Jus4iciary, fOT Stdilioll. 
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When'they were thus emboldened, by their 
increased numbers. openly to avow their designs, 
.the government thought it tim" to interrupt 
their proceedings. On the fifth and sixth of' 
December. the magistrates of Edinburgh re
paired to two of their places of meeting, where 
they seized. the papers. and took the secretary, 
and some of the leading members, into custody. 
Three of these. were afterwari!"s brought to 
trial, William Skirving, the secretary, and two 
of the dele6-rates from. the London Correspond
ing Society, Maurice Margarot and Joseph 
.Gerald, before the High Court of' )~sticiary in 
Scotland, and, being all found guilty, they were 
sentenced to be transported for fourteen years,· 

, Such was the ~tate of the public mind 
when Parliament met, on the 21st of January, 
for the dispatch of business; ·and neyer did they 
meet at a more interesting period j at a time 
when more subjects of 'great importance pressed 
'upon theit attention, and called for their most 
serious deliberation, and th~ir most solemn 
discussion; or at a time when eyery motive of 
public virtue, of genuine patriotism~ more im
perath-ely required an union of sentiment and 

., , 

* Skirving was tried 00 the 6th of Jaouary; Margarot on 
the 13th ,and 14th of the same month; and Gerald OD the lOtb, 
13th• and 14th, of March, 1194. 
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of effort, and the sacrifice of ev~ry-priv~te, 
every party feeling to the protection. of . that 
':enerable 'fabric of the constitution which was 
now threatened with destruction, by· the. .inve
terate malignity of foreign' foes, and by 'the 
unna"tttral treachery of tlon~estic traitors. 
Most justly did the King renlind. the~,- in his 
speech. that we were engaged in a contest, on 
the issue of which depended the maintenance 
of our constitution, our laws, and 'our religion
and the security of all. His :l\Jajesty briefly 
recapitulated the advantages obtained by 
the allies, in the last campaign, which had, 
notwithstanding the . recent successes of the 
enemy, proved highly beneficial to the com
mon cause. Our enemies, it ,vas observed, had 
derived the means of temporary exertion from 
a system which had enabled them to dispose',
arbitrarily, of the lives and property of a 
numerous people, and which openly violated 
e~ry restraint of justice. humanity,. and· reli
gion; but those e~orts, productive as they 
necessarily had been, of internal discontent and 
confusion, in France, had also .tended rapidly to 
exhaust the natural and real strength of that 
country. The King expressed hii regret at the 
necessary continuance of the war, but remarked, 
that he should ill-consult the essential ipterests 
of his 'People, if he were desirous of. peace on 
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any grounds but 811Ch as might proviue f~ ft£~ 
iouependence .nd security of Europe~l~ 
attainment of which ends was still obstructed 
by the prevalence of a system i~ France, equally 
incompatible with the happiness of that co,!ntry, 
;lnd with the tranquillity of all other nations. 
An attack had been made upon us, and our 
allies, founded on principles which tended to 
destroy all property, to ~ubvfrt the laws and 
religion of every ci\'ilized, nation, and to intro
ellice, uni\'enally, that wild and destructh'e 
system of rapine, anatchy" and impiety, the 
etrects of which, as they bad already, been 
manifested in France, furnished a dreadful~ but 
useful, lesson to the present age and topostel'ity. 
It only remained for us, then, to persevere in 
our uoited exertions; their discontinuance or 
relaxation couJcl hardly procure even a· short 
inten:al of delusive repose, and could neyer 
terminate in security or peace. Impressed, as 
'We were,. with tbe necessity of defendingll11 
that was most dear to us, and relying, as we 
might with confidence. on the valour and 
resources of the nation, on the combined efforts 
of so large a part of Europe. and, ahove all, on 
.the incontestible justice of our cause, we 
were called upon to render our Conduct a con
trast to that of our enemies, and, by cultivating 
apd practising the principles of humanity and 

, 
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the duties of religion, to endea~ollr to merit the 
continuance of the Divine favour and protection, 
which' had been so eminently experjeD(~ed in 
these kingdoms. . 1 . 

A long debate ensued on t~e motion ,for the 
usual address, which was made by Lord Cliffden, 
and seconded by Sir Peter Durrell .. The justice 
and policy of the war were enforced on the one 
hand and denied on the other; and the French 
found i~ the Dritish Senate mo~'~ able, if not 
,mor~ zealous, advocates tha~ their own Con
vention could supply. The defence ,of Ministers 
was --undertaken by Lord Mornington, in :i 
speech of considerable ~ength, of the merits of 
which no brief analysis could convey a com
petent idea; it was delivered with great and 
impressive eloquence ; but the beauty of the 
composition '~onstituted the least part of its 
e~<:ellence,-for it was filled with the most· 
accurate and interesting detail of facts, the 
luminolls arrangement, happy adaptation, and 
irresistible strength, of-which were admirably 
calculated to convey the clearest and fullest 
information, and to carry. conviction to every 
mind that was open to l'eceive it. Happily for 
the cause of truth, the contentions, which 
had already arisen between the rival chiefs orihe 
Fr~nch ~evolution,had, 'by producing reciprocal 
cl'iminations~ supplied the, str?llgtst and least 
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suspicious proofs of the injustice and iniquity 
of them all; ;Jnd of the necessity to which 
their enemies had been driven, by their conduct, 
to take up arms in their own deft:nce.~Of these 
proofs lord Mornington made the best possible 
use.-IIe exhibited Robespierre and Brissot to 
the House in the act of accusing each other, for 
having produced the war' both· against, the 
powers of the Continent and against England.
lIe shewed, from their acknowledgments, that 
the war was fOJ'ced upon us, and that, therefore, 
it was as unavoidable as it was just.-He 
prov~d, from the speeches of the leading 
lilembers of the Executive Government, the 
tnalignant hatred entertained, and -cherished 

• One oC tbe principal charges against, Brissot, on bis 
kial, was .. tbe proposal from the Diplomatic Committee, by 
the organ of Brissot, to declare war abruptly against England, 
war against Holland, wa~ against all the Powers wbich had 
nor yet declared themselves." During his trial, it wa' remllrked 
6y Chaumelte, in tlJe 1acobin Club, whichwasth,e feal'8eat 
of goyemment at this tilne, .. EverY patriot has It right ·to 
accuse, in this place, the man who voted the war;. ,and the 
blood which has been shed, in the Republic, and witkout ,the 
RepUblic, in' consequence of it, shan be their proofs and their 
redS()III," Robespierre, 'too, in his report, on the J7th 'of 
NO\'ember, 1793, says, ". With ,what· base hypocrisy tlle 
traitors insisted' on certain (lrel.en4fd lnsults offered' to our 
ambassador I"~ Brissot, ,on ~~e other hand, ,,\torted on hi. 
rivals, "\Vho," lays he," has been the autbor of tbi. 
war? The anarchists (fflly, and yet they make it a crime iu. us. to' . , 
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witl~iilcredible pains, against this ~ouJ1try, and 
the. fixed determination to exert e\'ery effort to 
$ubvert her cop.stitution, and to ·achie\'e ber 
ruin.". I!e drew .a . correct and striking picture 
of' the actual state of France, enduring· an the 
corriplicatedmiseries which were the natural 
o~springs of the principles 'Which gave thep1 
~irth.·-He insisted on the incompatibility of 
those principles, when applied, as they were, to 
practical purposes, with the peace, happiness, 
or security, of other states. And his Lordship 
deduced from these facts, a.nd from these obser~ 

* On the 16thof Octobet. 1793, when SaintJust proposed 
a !1eeTee for appr~hendin& all tht; English the~ in France~ ~md 
for conliscating their property, he concluded his report with . 
th~ 4eclaratiOl'1, .. 'rVe will give our friendly l!ssistance tD the 
peoplfl of England, in order to ~able th~m to rill ilieDl5elves of 
Kings:' On the Evacuation of Toulon, Barrere ,xclaimed • 
.. The day is not diitant when the PfAlple of ;Engl:md shall 
recollect that they were once repuPlicans,!\ndth;it it was 

<lU usurpation which reduced tbelJl agaiQ to the calamitous 
condition of iubject$ li"illg under a Mpnarchy~" Aqd on t~ 
21st of September, 1793, on proposing the meaus pf de
s!roying the COfllmerCe and naval power of Great ~ritaio, he 
observed, "Carthllgc: W3$ the tor!Xleot of Italy. Cilrthage W!lli 

dcstroyed by ROl;Xle; London il! the tornlt:llt pf Europe; 
l.oudon is an ulcer which wMtell the strength of. the Conti
neut j LondOll is a political excrescence which llbl:ltl is bound 

to destroy; may England be ruined! Mat England be oo.Qj

hilate4 I Such pu~bt to be the j;ODcludiog' article ~f eveI7 

"~Mo/l4tionfI3J deenll: pf the National CpnvepuoJ) of Fl'lI!l~ '" 
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\'ations, the wisdom and the necessity of,co~ 
tinuing the war with all possible vigour and 
exertion, as the only inc-ems of reducing the 
gigantic power of revoluti<;mary France. and of 
ensuring a. safe and honourable peace. 

His Lordship was answered bY' Mr. 
Sheridan and Mr. Fox. who. admitted his facts, 
but disputed his, conclusions.-These singular, 
politicians, instead pf tracing the effects of, the 
French revolution to their obvious causes, could 
descry, in the atrocious 'acts of its founders, 
nothing but the consequence of a long established 
despotism, which had so far: degraded and de
based h~man nature as to render it unfit for the 
exercise of its rights when they were recovered; 
ilnd, ill their opinion, the,on{y lesson w hic}l they, 
ougllt to teach, was a ten-fold horror of th:lt 
system which, jn its, ruin, as well as in its 
existence, was the curse of mankind. If there 
were any truth in the novel principle here laid 
down, it would apply generally to aa nations in 
which a(lespotic government had' been changed, 
by a revolution, for a free constitution ;i11 aU 
such cases, the same, or similar acts of atl'Ocity, 
the destruction of property, the lnunler of the 
rich, the annihilation of reHgious worship. and
the most boundle~s tyranny and insatiate 
cruelty, in the new governors" would be wit-
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nessed: but the reverse of this is proved by 
history to have been the fact. Did such effects 
follow the emancipation of the Dutch from the 
iron yoke of ·Philip of Spain? No, tllough the 
despotic government of Philip differed as much 
from tbe mild sway of Louis XVI. as the 
reign 9f Tiberius did from that of Titus; the 

'Dutch revolution· produced no such conse
quences as flowed from the revolution in France. 
The Swiss, too, when they shook off the 
despotic authority of Austria, disgraced not. 
their country by acts of impiety, cruelty, and 
inju~ticC' .. 13ut neitheD the. Dutch nor the S\\'iss, 
nor any other nation, whose exploits are recorded' 
in history, promulgated such wild and visionary 
theories, adopted such- loose and. destructi,'e 
principles, as the French, and, tIIerefore, and 
not in consequence of the. pre-existing form of 
government, w~s the territory of France pol .. 
luted with the blood of it inhabitants,· and its 
sanguinary rulers degraded by acts whiCh have 
no parallel ill historY. 

. But, as if conscious that the\cause which' 
they had thus assig11ed, for these enormities~ 
was not adequate to the imputed eifect, these 
partisans thought proper to .i~vent another 
operative cause of all this mischief; in tbe 
attack of the surrounding States, which, accord
ing to them, had goaded on a people~ sud-
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denly possessed of power, which they ~ad Dot 
learnt to manage, into a state of fury and de~
peration.-But, it must be re,membered,' tha~ 
:the surrounding St~tes were not the assailants, 
~nd the sta'te of fury .had existed before the 
state of war.-The ferocious spirit, whicb t,h~ 
principles of the revolution were sowell cal ... 
:culated to engender and to €herish,~ad 'maI]i
fested itself in acts of atrociouscr!lelty, and o.f 
treasonable' outr~ge, previous to the dedaratio~ 
of war against ;Austria.-Antecedent t~ tha,t 
period," they had perpetrated the cold~blood~~, 
assassination of Fonlon and Derthier; hafl 
degraded theirnat~rtby 146. public .exhibitiop. 
,()f the heart of the murdered De Laup~y, in ~11e 
'streets of the. capitai i-by ~heir tre~ona1>le an~ 
sanguinary atta~k on the Royal Palilce'at Ve~
s~il1es ; - by the cannibal ,Procession which 
ensued ;-andby n,umberless other acts of ,fury 
and of blood. ,\ . , 

Pursuing the Jame line of argument,. t~er 
had the presumption to assertJ in direct :Coq
'tradiction to the most notorious' facts, that there 
wa.., not a party in France that was nqt incline4. 
to avoid a rupture ",ith~~reat Britain !-T4ey 
accused Lord Mornington of endeavouripg ~() . 
'pro\'e that France was the aggTessor, ,rather by 
:words than ~y actions; though .his' ,Lordship' 
:llad not ,m.ade Il single assertion, with~ut ~ .... , 

. Vo'x.. IV. . c ' . 
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cing tbe mQst positive ~nd EatlstactQry prQofS IK 

supPQrt ,of it:-, They next labQure4 tQ fix the 
€:harge ,of aggression upon' their ,own cQuntry. 
The hostile disposition' of Great Britain)' they 
insisted, was displayed in 't'Ile countenan~e' givel) 
to the treaty of Pilllitz j (to which, it hili. 
'been alrt;ady' shewn. our Ministers gave 110 

CQUlltenance 110rencouragemellt whatever)-ill 
withdrawing ,our Minister fro"m Paris, (who 
was' accredited only to tIle King or' Fran~e, and. 
whQ could 110t ha\'e remaiued tbere, after hi!t 
ueppsitiori and imprisonment, without affording' 
the sanction of bis Sovereign tQ the rebellious and 
trea~Qnable.acts which had reduced the' unhappy 
Louis tQ that state j)-in the seizure ,of French' 
'propel:ty'in neutral vessels; (that is. of pl"Op~rt)· 
. a<.:quiredin tllis country, in direct .v~olation. ,of 
an existing la\~ ;)-in the banistlment of·Frendl. 
subjects; (by an alien act, which is, a domestic·' 
regulation, that every independent nation has all 
undoubted right t,o aclopt,without accounting 
for its conduct, or affording any gr,ound ,of" 

. offenc(', to atij' other power, and which RevQIu-
l 

tionarJ: Fr;nce herself had 'adopted, without. 
, . . 

drawing forth any complaint from ,this COllU-

try ;)':""in the' \iiolatiQn of the cQmmercial treaty; 
<'Vhidi, it has been demonstrated, the Frellch r 
llad themseh"es pl'el'iQusly ,violated;). and~· 

. " \" 

la.stiy, ill dismissinJ the French Ambassadoi~' 
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{whose letters of recal had been issued by thr;, 
French Executive Conncil, before he received 

, " orders, from the British Ministers, to quit this 
comhry!)-On thiss.andy basis, which had. 
nothing to s,upport it but their own groundless 
assertions, they drew the conclusion, that the 
war was a war of choice on the part of Great 
Bri~ain, and that it was a meanness in t~ 
Miriister to call it a defensive war! 

Mr. Fox seized the opportunity for abusing 
our allies, by observing, that if hatred of vice 
was ajust ground of war. (wh.ieh n,o man ha.d, 
been so senseless as ,to suppose) we should not 
be at peace with any of them~ ,He affirmed, that, 
pellce ' with the French regicides would be as 
aecure as any which we 'had .concluded, with 
France at any other time. Was not Louis th~, 

. XIVth,he asked, the. declared enemy of our 
revolution ?--Did he 1101 attempt, hy f01'Ce ami 
at'fiJice, to ooerthrO'W Oler establishment in chul'cJ. 
tllld slate ,. 

The House was told that the armies' ,of 
Austria and Prussi'a had sham'efully fled befor:.e-

tI XC Imist,ake not,' Mr. Ii'ox, III his History of 'the early.; 
(lart at James the Second, eltpressly denie~1 Ihat the overtbl'oW 
.f our E~t3bJis~d Church, and the l'estQtation 0.( l'oper1, 
constituted any part of the desi~ns pf lbl1t Monarch, IW\lof' 

, Loliia the XlVth. ' , , 

C ~' 
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..untrained, I:e~ruits, a~d ~np~ctised ; generals.~ 
In short, 11.0 argument" and no assertion, w:er~ 

OIuitted, whych c~llld. tend to deg~adeo~r 
allies, and,.to inspirit 9urenemies., ,Every'check, 
which the f91:rper had sustain~d. was magnifie~~ 
:aoo.every victory, wllich th!! latt~r had 10s~" 
was 'depreciated.~4nd~he forced acquiescence 
,()f the, Frenc,h-\ in th~tyra1jlny of their ~govern
lnent" was u~ged ,!s. a proof of th~ power a,nd 

'popularity. 9f theirl'Uler~ !-The. lea~ing ,mem~· 
LeI'S pf. ith~oppositionhav~t:Ig, ,(or some til11~~ 

,5Uppol'ted tbe aCYn.inistr,ation, !\I~'. S.h~ridan 

l\)~de.~he~n, ~e objects of hi~ ~.arcastic, reJil1arks ... 
,which ~avp~:f~d m,ote 9f )eJ),vy anddrs<l;ppoin~-' 
~e9~ tl~~n"qf re~son ,or qf wit:-~rr. E9x 
Im,oreell by, waj"of ,am~n~ln~n~ to ,the" a?dtes~, 
," to l'eco!llIllc.l:1d. to . ,his 1\Iaje.&ty .to treat, ~s 
~speedily, as. possible, for. a peace with. Fl:.a~ceJ 
;upon.sa(e andadvantage<?us terms, withou,t an~ 
refetenc~ ~o tile~)ature or form of: the govern-' . ,. . . 
ment that might exist in that country." . 

!\Ir.,Dundas, .and l\rr~ Windham, most ably 
~omba,ted the arguments of Mr. Fox., Th~y 

admitted, that the mere abhorrence of. crimes 
" was 110 j1,lst ca~se of wa.r, el'~ept th.<>i'e. <\rimes 
hore .directly \lP9l) our o\V,n $afei:y ;-but it was 
to thl's poin t,' that all the reasoning, deduced 
ii'om the character of the Jucobin' go\'el)uilent, 
iUll11ediately applied. - ~lr~ .Windham com~ 
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mentcd, witIr equal- solidity and a.cuteness,'on 
fhe inconsistency ('If ascribing to the ~var ;th~ 
opposite effects- of uniting the discordant par.: 
tics of France in the common' ~atlse, and o£ 
goadil'lg them on to the . commission of thos~ 
uvage cruelties of w hlCh they wel'e. guilty 
toward'1 each other. 

1\fr. Pitt' arguec1' on tlle same sid~; .and 
cleared the grounds of the war, ai.d the condl\ct 
of Ministers, from the obscurity in which· the 
Opposition had ingeniously endeavolJred. to 
involve them. He then took a hrief"'iewof 
the different debates on the subject of war, and 
re-stated his own opin'ion 'of ,the propriety cf ali 
interfeI'ence· in the inttrnl!l government of 
Ftancef as a means, not only of annoying t~c 
enemy, but of ~ecurjng thos~ desirable. -ends- ~ 
a gafe:tnd permanent peace-; and an indemnity 
for the expenses ot' the war. Not that be had 
absolutely insisted upon an .entire ~ubversion of 
that govertlIl1ent;. he had always, on the'7{!Oll
ttary. asserted, that jf a peace could 'be .made 
upon terms of security to this country, no C011-

.ideration of the detestable" characters of -the 
ruling n1en in France, or of the cri.mes and 
horrors with which· they were sullied, 'ought to 
influence this country to l'eject,such ,terms. 

It was laiJ down as . a ~ maxim, ~that, .if a 
foreign country. divided· into.· two ·parties, dis.;. 



,covered hostile intentions. towards ,another 
,nation,. it would be 'perfectly justifiable in ,that 
~atiou to, endeavour' to oppose those parties to 
each. other; and, more especially, if the couti
.nuanceof a' system were· Ule ground of that 
,enmity, ,an: ,interference, for the pm'pose' of 
. destroying • tha~ 5yste~11, was perfectly fair. 
This principle, . indeed, has been specifically 
maintained· by 'Vattel, one of the most 'intel~ 
ligent writers QU, the law,': of nations~ and was 
expressly ~dmitted by Mr.,:Fox, wbenact~d 
'upon, dU.ring the· dissentiol1s which subsisted 
between .the Democratic, and; Stadtholdelian 

. par~ie~J in Holland. Since the preceding year, 
'. it'wasremarked by: Mr, Pitt, at new scel~e :had 
: presented.itse1f·in ·F.rance,.im,oie eventful and 
. extraQrdinary {:venthan. those( which had been 
:. pret"iously e~bibited. . Howeyer- the horrors a~d 
,crimes wbic11had .take,n place, in fo~mer periods 
, of .the Tevolution,1 .might have exceeded all 
expectation, and t1"allscended e\"en the utmost 

. "stretch of, .imagination; they now appe~red only 
. 10 l1ave paved the way fQr fresh'liorrors. and accu
. -lnulated -crimes, b~yond 'whate"er fancy cmJd 
, bavefeigned, or fear conce!ved. ... Things had now 
: • came; . to SUCR a .crisis, that; he: had no difficulty 
:, to declare, that~, while th~t, system continued, 
·;.'pe~ce.was less desirable ~o-h.im than; win, 'under 
';J.~y. circumstao{:e$ '.; of, 91sas1f!f i w hid, ; Jle Lcould 



~possib1y iInagine, :~; Not that hewou1d ~ontend, 
, that the mere abhorrence of crimes,·that t~emere 
'detestation of character, could constitute' any 
walid reason for engaging in a, war, except, as 

'.bad been truly obsen~edby Mr, Windham, they 
directly bor«' upon ollr own safety; but, intI1e 
present instance, the reasoning of hill uoble 
friend (Lord, 1\Iornington) dire<;tly applied. 

,.That :reasoning had gone-first:; to shew~ the 
,horrol' and enorinityof tile' system,vhich n~'v 
"prevailed in' France; secondly, ,the danger .. of 
'the extension of that system; if not speedily 
,·and' effectually .resisted: thirdly, the. meaSUl·ts 
',v hieh. were employed for the purpose of exten~
.jng that system: fourthly, ,the prospect of suc

i cess~ which wedcrived from.the, very nature of 
,:those measures; in our attempts to check, the 
l,progress of the system: 3;il(I, . .fifthly~thattge 
. BUCceSS 'of those attempts, 1(1epended llpoothe 
: :vil:,"OrQu5 continuance Qf our warlike efforts, and 
:that:the circumstances of the case were such as, 
,io tile present moment, entirely precluded all 

. negociation. Mr. J>itt defended Lord Morning
. ton's speech from the attacks' of those who had 
'calIed. it ileciamatlJry; lIpOn,wha~priDciple; he 
" knew not, I except that t,"e'ry efftlrt of eloquence, 
. in which" the most forcible' reasoning. w.as 
'adorned" and-supported~ .. ,by all the ,powers 'of 
.:language,: was to be blaDdtd·al·mere'decla~ 

~. . - ; 
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'tion. .'i'l~~' propo~ition whi~~ lle' had b;'6ught 
lOl\vanl had beer: argued not in 'a vague 'and 
general way, but od the strong groun,dof ~n-
deniable facts. ' 

The histo{v of the rulers' of Franc~ 'had 
been' taken fr~rn their own ntouths, froni 
records writttn undo: ,theirlllspection, an(l 
froni ciecrees' sanctioned by their authority.-· 
Fron'} the nature of their 2'overnment, there 

. .~ 

toul<l be 110 dependence 011 the dIaracters of 
,,,~holll it was composed. The shifting ofpei
,Sons took place like the shifting of scenes on ~ 
tIle stage; but the change of persons produced 
iii:; alteration in the conduct' ,of the drama:; 
-the principles and pf.oceedings or which: stiil 
continued the satri~, or. wete distinguis'hed in 

-their pr6gress only by increa'Sirig 'gra.dations 
()f ~norniity. On the 21st of )\fay, a ne-w 
government, more dreadful' in its character, 

. and more 'fatai in its effects. than any which 
, had preceded it, had behi established,-this \vas ' 

the revolutionary go\:ernment. 
Lord ~Iorniligtoi1, 1\11". Pitt S3;id, had be .. 

'gun his speech~ by statirig', that· one bf the 
leading features of this' go\>'etiunet.t was the

. abolition bf religion.' . It,vblild' scarcely he 
maintained that such ,a siepcould tend o:i1ly'to 

'affe'ct opinions, arid hav¢ ho intluencelipon the 
''Conduct of Ii nation. . the e:ltlrictiol1 of rcligi .. 



6Ug sentit'nenf '\'as only intended· to pave the 
way for the introduction of fi'esh crimeS', 'and 
entirely to break asunder those bonds of society 
which had already been loosened. It was ix,
tended only to familiarize the .mind with guilt, 
and, by remo,-ing the nbstacle of fear" t~ relieve 

,it from the restraints of conscience. Infidelity, 
as his noble friend had remarked, was only 
meant to go hand in hand with irisurrection.-

. A second illeasure ~f the revolutionary goyern
ruent was the de$truction· of property, a ,pre
cedent \vhich tended to destroy. all ideas of jus
tice, Dot less. than the former precedent tended 
. to extinguish all sentiments of piety. Not less 
detestable was their conduct· in their mode of , 
'inflicting punishments, - a mode which took 
away from the accused all privilege of defence~ 
and fro'm their trials even 'the appearance of 
legal fcirms.-And all these crimes they had 
. managed to convert into sources of Joel'enue. 
From the pillage of the churches-from the 
destruction of property-from the confiscation 

-of the effects- of persons cdnde'mned, they de
rived the mea6s for cotlducti~g their military 
operations.! They pushed every:resource to its. 
,utmost e"-tent~ From these circumstances Mr. 
Pitt iuferred the speedy tlestruction of the 

'icvolutionary system,! -whiCh had. sent as many 
persons to'the prison or the scaffold as it had 
:~en t recrui ts to the field .. 



;' In answer to the: remarks' OIl the 'dis tine· 
tiol1 which the Fl"ench had acquired in the field, 
(where, however, they had : frequently betrayed 
the most disgraceful (:owardice, ~ and had scarce-

Jy, in a single instance, obtained a victory, with.' 
.Dut' a ,Va8t superiority o£ Dumbers,.while they 
had been often defeated by a' greatIy-infelior 
force,) it, was observed, by :Mr. Pitt, 'that their 
f!fforts were merely the result ofa system, of 
'Jestraint and . oppression. tIl! most. terriblearuI 
gigantic that had, ,perh~ps" ever. 'existed.!-+-
:TheY"'ere compelled into the field by the teiror 
of the Guillotillet -..:. they were supported; in : it 
only' by those res'ources which, their desperate 
'situation afforded; and,in ,these circumstances" 
\what'could he the ~lependance on the ~teadil1ess 
of :their operations. or .what, rational 'prospect 

: could there, he,. of the penll3.nence:, of their 
• exertions ?~On that ground, jt wastontended 
that the more ,monstrous ,and terrible the system 

,liad, become.' the' greater . was the probabili ty 
, that .it would be speedily overthrown. From 
: the ilat~re of the mind ~f. man, and' the' neces
.sarY progress of buman, affairs; the" i'mpossibility' 
~.was I inferred. ,tllat .. such a system . .could. be : of 
. long duration i· .and .. surely_ nQ ~l'ent could be 
I looked .. for . more . desirable. than the destruction 
~of. a. system '.:wbiGb.· existed dO the DliseiY.Qf 

. ,France,: :a.nd.to thete~ror of· Eu~ove.,') c,' I 



Mr. Pitt hero Teasoned on the grotUld of 
.experience, .IlDd.ion :the nature of the. lnunan 
'Dlind, whiciJ.:in ,tbe orclinary affairs of indi
vi~ls, or of: nations, lupply tbe,bestcriteri01l 
by which to' form ajudgment of fl1~ure ,event'" 

'But the French revolution, as it, wa's founded 
:on . ne\v and. visionary' prillciples~ and iwas 

brought: about .by nleans unparalleled )n the 
annals, Df civilized states;' 50' was it destined: to 

; baffie the efforts, tJ' reiSon, and . the deductions 
-<)f experience, when applied, : to; ~licertalD t~ 
.course. 'which: it would describe,. in'its cestruc

. ~tive progre,s,todefine its· limits; or. ~o~ark 
itaeJld.: Certainly there was much of soli<lityin 
-thi.· argument,. C9ll~ickred p.bstractedly'~ Clnd, 
,if applied to .any otlier p,eople1thanthe French; 
'and to, ahy otbe-r 'event than. their revolution, 
~. the. result'would, most probably. have sanctioned 
tbeconclusions of the speaker: But the sys~em 

,of urror~ now established .in Fl'ance1 presented 
'.a new s1,11!lject:for~on.templatioll to' ,the lstates
:mari.-In,vainwouhi. heflearch ',hist~rY' foi.an 
-example '. to direct- his jlidgmenti or., to a¥sist . .his 
\opinion, : re~peCting it ;~.e.xhtisiDg . the.. ~ost 
';absolutc!,''COntrout:'''O\'er' ,the 'bodY;··it,expelled 
'.'every pa.ssion; everyisentiinc."Slt, ~and_ev.ery. feel
ting,.,from. 'th~ ,milid,1 but, fcar; ....... its.,;openition 

'; !W3$; ; ;(,~ '. once, 'most irregular. and ,nost; terrii?le ; 
and its constquei!cts, lit l\VM is difliclllt.,to an,ii

~ipate as it was to avert. 
. - . 
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As to the question, whether he was e\'er' 
to make peace with the Jacolrins, Mr. Pitt said 
it was difficult t6 answer, not could it be either. 

_ 'j>nldent or rational in him to give it any sp~ 
eific answer at that Inoment. 1t was a ques
tion,. the solution of which must depend upon -
a combination of events. ' As circumstances 
'·aried, a differClit line of conduct must, of 
necessity, be pursued; and it would be very 
unwise to bind up his discretion, to act with 
regal''d to those contingellcies which ~ might, 
aris-e, by pledging himself at present to the 
Eidoptioll of anyone set of measures. Under the 
nctuai circumstances of the times, he had no 
he'sitatiou to declare, that he would rather 
thusetopetsevel'e.in the ,,'ar; eveii amids~ the 
worst disasters, and should deem such conduct 
muci} mote safe and honolirable, tl>an to con
clude a peace with the ruling powers in France, 
'While acting oli their present system; He ,vent 
still further, and -declared, in the most unequi
vocal rhapner, that the 1rloment would never 
~orile ,vhen he should not think ~ny alterna
tive preferable, to diat of making peace with 
France uil<ler such circuinstances. The motion 
'of ,Ml;. 'Fox ,h:s cel'tainly touched in- 'very 
ge'neral terms, and sitch as might comprehend 
:every thitig for which l\ft. Pitt had contended. 



It ~ecomme.nc4'd to pis Majesty .t~ conclude a 
pf!ac~ . .wh~ever it eouId be dope upo~ safe a~d 
.advantageou~ .te~Ins, without auy, refer~uce tp 

. the nature· ,aQd . form of governp1en~ w4ic~ 

~jght ,exist in fril~. :Mr. Pi~t was .aI800,
-9p;niou, . ~~at flo safe .~nd ,advantage(lu~ peac;e 
pugh~ t9' be co~c~uQed, but that ~he ~ecuritl 
,and u~nefits 9f that peace must .depend lJdlon 
.the establisPIFent of a gO)'er~me!lt essentially 
~lffer~nt .f1'01Il the pt:esent. ~u~ though the 
motion .)V~ c~lcula,te~ to a.;ttaip no precise o~ . 
ject, it \Va~ ne,vel'~h(!less cap~ble of doing mllq. 

D.l.ischicf. It JllC~nt an4 !laid, that the ):I~qss: 
.of CQmnlOn~ e~tertai~e4 s~n;t~men~ d~1fet;ep..t 
jrom Ithose expressed in ,h:s Majesty'li spee.c;~. 
,.lthel~. Q\l.t to O~l' all~es that they weren~ 
J9ngel' .to consider us as ea~r to support jtheir 
.cause, Qr as jlcting upon the pl'il1cjplesupo~ 
which we emoal'ked along with them; whilp 
it must impart encouragement and confidence 
to our enemies. 

, . 

Ad),erting to "'Mr. Fox's assertion, that~ . 
•. treilty with RoLespierre and his associates would 
.aifQr~ as much security for the continual,lce of 
. pe{lce, as h~d been derired from the treaties of 
Uyswick and' Utl:etdlt; and. that as .much 
.dep~Jlden.ce might be placed in the good taith 

.. ()f the t:evolutionary government as on that of 
Louis . XIV. Mr. Pitt expressly denied it.-



lIe' uffirincd, 'that ilad that 'King ~vert succeeded. 
in his ambitious projects to their full 'extent, '. 
what wou'ld', then have' beerisuffel'edihigbt 
have I been considered' as a" deliveiance, 'com..; 
pared with the necessary consequenceS of-the 
~n1cces~ 6f .there,·olution'aty system.' ,All:i:he" 
splendour' of his:court, all the 'abilities of bis' 
generals, the (IisCi'pline of hisarrnies, 'and aU ~ 
the' 'great exertions which he was enabled to 
make, proceeded fl:Oma high': sentiment of 
honour. The exercise of that power,whicn he
possessed~ however direc'te<l· to .J the plirposes '; 
o(·his ambition,' wasregufated' by tertain 'pl'in
ciples, and limited within certain' bounds.,..;.... 
No such principles itctUated,~no such, bounds. 
restricterl,----tbe conduct of,' the' French rhIer$. 
of tIle present day. They had contrived t9' 
'banish aU restraints, .'and,' wi th all ambi tiob. . 
more insatiable; they had, at -their disposal" 
means of destruction llluch Ihore formidable than 
that monarch ever possessed in the plenitude of 
his power. ", ., 

It was declared by Mr. Pitt, that h~ by na 
means .attached the same degree of importance. 
'to the restoration of mona~chy in France, as tel· 
the :destructionof· the Jacobin system.". He' 
'attached illlportance ,to' the, former, from' 'aa 
opinion that; in the· prcient state of Fran~f', .. 
some settled form of government should take: 
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place, in which the greater part of the people 
might be disposed to concur. The ancient 
go\'ernment~ he· considered, as affording the 
bes~ materiallJ upon which ·they could workt 
in, introducing any change into the fabric of· 
'their constitution. Besides, as he had thought 
it)ncumbent upon him, in any pr~posed inter
ference with the internal affairs of that country, 
to consult chiefly the happiness .of the people, 
monarchy appeared t.o him the best calculated 
to promo~ tlleir tl'ue interests. In another 
r~spect, be had beellmisrepresented, in having 
imputed to him- thestatement-that tlle,'restitu. 
tion of monarchy was .. an event \V hich must 
necessarily be preced~d· by the- conquest of 
F~ance. lie ctmsidered monarchy only as the 
standard under which the p~ople . of France 
m,ight. be united, the more especially as it "lia 
tl~at form of govemment which Lord Morning
ton had prowd to be most agreeable ~o the 
wishes of two-third,sof the· inhabitants.---But· 
it had been said, that even the re-establishment" 
,o( royalty would afford us 11.0 additional secu
lity for the permanence of peaccv' and that the 
French would still be equally formidable to .this' 
equnt .. ,Y. It was; however, a·; wild and extra • 

. v~gant assertion that: the monarchy' of FrancC'. 
stripped, as it would' be. the~, of much of its 
rower,· 3l1d diminished, in·.its. revenues,. ~vouhl 



be ,as formidable all a .. sy~tem which, had, provecJ 
itself ,to pe more dang~f(>Us than ,monarchy ever 
'had, been in the fulness of its p~wer; and in tl~~ 
height of Its greatness." ' " .. 
• '", T~ward's t4e conclusion of his speech, Mr. 
plttpressed, ~pon the at~ention of tl,e Housr 
,one part of Lord Mornington's argument, rd~-, 
ting to .a point w,bich, in, hiso,Pi,nion, prec~l1de~ 
the, possibility, of t;J:eating with France fo~ il 

peace at that moment .. ' A, decre~ ,had been pas,
~ed by the Convention, by' )Vhic~,t;v,ery oIle w~ 
.f9.rbidden to~trea.t w~th. ,any '~ne~y while ther 
.Temai~ed in the tefJ'itories of, the ~epublic; ;t~d 
on the 11 th of April it.was ag1,lin decreed, that 
:those persons should ,be ,pu~isbed with dea~h 
whd ,shQl1ld propose to irellt w,it,~ ~ny power), 

, 4whicl} should nr,thave previoy.sly ac~nowledge~ 
,the independence pf the french ?1ation~ and th,e 
"unity and indivisibility of ,the repuJ?lic; founded 
~pon liberty.and equality. ' 

.'rhus, by anyprop9sal to tre~t,the nation 
WO\lldnotonly incur the ,disgrace_or~he most 
,abje.ct humiliatiq~; but absolutely P!lt itself at 
the mercy ,of the "eneluy, and s~bject i~se~f' 

·to tIle .necessity of receiving any ,t~rms ~vhich 
they might be disposed to dictp,te.\v:<:re ,we

,then to withdl'aw our armies, 'todeprtve our ... 
seh'esof the co";op~rationof ou~ all~es~' t? f9rego

; all ourac<J.uisition~1 t.o give ~P,~~~~' Qlles~~y,> 
.. . - , .... 
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Valenciennes, Tobago, Fort I..ouis, and all tlJe' 
factories in the ea:;t? Were we to abandon 
all these acquisitions, the rewards of our 
past labours, and the pledges of-our future 
success? Should we. consent to do all this, 
should we even hasten to send an ambassador to 
treat with the Convention, (and }'Jr. Fox had, 
00 a former occasion, volunteerell llimself for 
that sen'ice) we must not only acknowledge the 
unity and indivisibility of the French Republic; 
but must dOHoin the way ptescribedby thetuseh-es, 
We must acknowledge it as founded on liberty 
and equality i-we must subscribe to the whole 
of their code,-and, by that. ad, sanction the' 
deposition of theil' So\'ercign and dIe annihi.l 
lalian of their legislature. 1t might be said, that 
they wO,uld not insist upon all this to its full 
extellt; but 1\11'. Pitt professed to have but 
little confiuellce in them, when ·he.compared 
their past declarations with their conduct. To' 
whateHr pitch of extra\-agance they might have: 

. .reached in what they had said, ~hcJ nad ~Iway8' 
outstripped it by' what they had done.' The 
absurdity of their expr(ssions had, in every 
instance, been surpassed by the ,-iolence of 
their actions t nor eoulcl allY hopes of more 
moderation be de~jved from any change. of 
parties. In aU the revolutions which had' 

. hitherto taKen placeJ• the ,first recommendation. 
VOL. IV. 



to favour had been 40stility to England;~The 
mos~ yiolent party had in\"ariab!y, predominated. 
The leading, feature in their present character 
was a, spirit of military enterprise, not exerted 
tor the purposes of ambition, but every, where 
spreading, jJ;l its progress, terror and desolatioLl. 
1Ve, ,were called, in the present, age, to 
,w~tness the political and moral phenomenon of 

',3, Inighty and ci"ili~ed people, transformed into 
~n, artificial horde of b~nditti, throwing off ,all 
dle restraints, which have in.fluenced ,men in 
:'O~i;ll lite, displaying a savage valour directed 
bs.. a, sanguinary, spirit, ,forming rapine and' 

,E}estructJon into :a, system, and perverting, to 
their-, detestable purposes" ,all the talents and 
ingenuity, which' they derived from; their 
advanced. stage .. of civilization, all' the .:refine
lnents of, art, and all the discoveries of 'science .. 
. 1Ve beheld them unitipg the utmost savageness 
a.lld ferocity of design with the most consum
mate COIl tri vance and ,skill .in; execu tion~ and 
Ileelllin~ly el~gaged in no less than a conspiracy 
to exterminate, from the face of' the earth, 
all honour, hmuanity, justice, and rdigion. 
In that state of things, there could be llO :ques-
tion hut. to )"esi<;t, where resistance could 'alone 
be effectual. ,till s~ch"titne a~,by the 'blessings 
<;>f. Providence ,upon our endeayours, we JihQ~lu 
have sec~red tht; independence of this- country, 



tnJ the general interests of EUl'ope. The House-, 
concurring in these 15entiments, 1\1r. Fox's 
amendment was rejected by a majority of twa 
hundred and eighteen, and the original address 
adopted. 

A similar address was moved in the I1ousC1 
of Lortls by Lord Stair, and secouded by Lord 
Auckland; it was opposed on the same grouncf:s 
on which it had been opposed in the ~owcr 
House, by tM Earls of Guildford, Derby, 

-Stanhope; and Laude{dale; the Duke of _ N or~ 
folk and the 11arqllis of Lansdowne. - Lord 
Guildfordmoved an amendnlent similar,! in 
substance, and nearly 60 in words, to that 
o\o\,,,d by 1\lr. Fox; _which was. supported 
by those peel's, ami successfully opposed by 
the Duke of _ Portland, l\Iarquis TownshellCll 
Lords Spencer, Coventry, Kinnoul, Mansfield, 
Hardwicke~ Abingdoni Carlisle, andGren~'i1le. 
The line of argumentpursued was, of necessity, 

- the same as in the HOllse of Commons~ and was 
lupportt'C\ with great dignity and tloquence. 
But one argument was' used .by the Opposition 
too ridiculous to be passed over by the historian 
without somenotice.-It \\'a~ urged, as a proof of 
the existence of a solid government in France, 
that the French armies had obtained \'ictories in 
tll¢ field ;-~nd General Wurmser, the Duke o( 

D'!a 
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Brunswick, the King of Prussia, Lord Hood,' 
Sir Gilbert Elliott, the Royalists in La Vendee, 
and the Lyonnese, wcre seriously called upon to; 
wit~less the truth of this assertion. With equal. 
reason mig'ht it be alleged, that a- band of 
successful robLers, who way.hid every traveller, 
plundered the~n of their effects, -and_ deprived 
many of them of their lives~ affonleda demon
stration of the existence of a fixed and admirable . . 
code of" criminal jurisprudence in the country 
which they infested. nut there is nothing too 
low, to which the spirit of party will' not 
destend.-To the honour of the House. of 
Peers be it recorded, that the amendment, so 
supported, . was rejected by ninety-se\'en votes 
against ii.ce/-cc. A fcw days after this singular 
discussion, Earl Stanhope moved an address to 
llis Majesty, beseeching him to acknowledge 
the French Republic! 'Every thing which the 
Frencl1ne\"~lutionists had done was panegy
rized by this n~·itish.senator, who, with ignoram;e 
equal to his audacity, dared to defend them 
against the charge of At.heism, thClugh the 
French openly gloried in the fact, and insisted 
that the priests' and nobles were most infected 
with it.· Nobody appearing to second the 

* Neither this, nor,any other assertion, however prep~ 
ft!rom. and howevercontra:y tofact, can appear ext~ordinary. 



Illotion, it occasioned but little re,mark.-Some 
few just animadversions, however, were made 
on it, particularly by Lord Abingdon, who truly 
observed that Lord Stanhope's speech required 
no other answer th~n a horse-laugh. 

The trials which had taken place in Scot
Jand, particularly those of 1\Ir. 1\Iuir, and the 
Reverend Fysche Palmer; the former a Scotdl 
,barr~ster, an1 the latttr an Unitarian pJ;~acher at 
Dundee, who had- been convicted of sedition 
in the autumn of 1793, and sentenced t() 
transportation, eX,cited considerable alarm among 

· their friends and associates in England, ~an~ 
attracted the attention e,'en of some members of 
the British Senate, who professed to condemn 

,thcir conduct, while t,hey deplored their fate. 
1\Ir. Adam, a barrister of some eminence, had 
given notice, early in the session, of his inten
tion to move for permission to bring in a bill 
for subjecting the sentences of the Scotch 

judges, in criminal cases. to an appeal 'to the 
British House of Lord,S ;-and. he accordingly 
brought forward the question, in the Uouse of 

· Commons, on the 4th of Fcbr'lary.-Jn this 

when advanced by a man who, forge.tful of his. rank in society, 
· and' of the duties attached to t1ae situation a~d cl;aracter of • Bri
, tish Senator, could' publicly boa;t. in the Senate, that he was' a 

Jac&hin, and ,. a correspondent -not of Mr.but of Ciloyea 
.condorcet." Parlia1/lt!nlary Dlbates. Ma!j2.17!H. 
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'oiscussion, which he cohdlicted with great 
.ability, Mr.' Adam labOlt red to establish two 
poiht~, ......... first, the il1eg~lity of the judgment 
pronounced on the (:on'vitted parties;, ~nd, 
.se~ondly, the 'ileces~ity, of an' appeal, ;nall 
'Ctimin~l cases, In arguiN~ the' last of, these 
'points,j:>n the motion for leave, to bting in the 
pill'of appeal, he laid jt rlchvn as a general prid .. 
~iplej which pervaded the whole sysJetn ofjl.,dicial 
polity, both in England~pd' S,cotland, that the 
',t1ecision of no' court shOuld be ,final '(vhere the 
ottsines$ origiTUltea. But nen~r was assertion 
'ni6re incorr~ct; by mal1~ p~nailltatutes, the 
pow~t 1:>f decision withO'U \; appeal' is vestedit:t 
magistrates' out bf Ilcssions j the sentences 
(){ the q~aT~tr 'sessions, in most 'criminill cases, 
1l1'¢ final, though' the pro~dings may, 'bef?Te 
'tt"ial, be removed,' by'Ceriiorttri, to 4 superior 
court. No ipr*al lies from the-sentences' of 
Judge$ of assize, in critninai processes, unless 
1vhere Ii doubt arises on the construction of a 

, Jaw, and the jtidge 'hinHielf specially reserv~s 
the poiJlt for th(! opinion of his brethren; and 
jn all ~a$fS of impeathQ1~nt before the Hou!$r of 
Lords, the d~dllion of the court .is fipal. :Mr, 
,A.da}'n's mqiion Was op'posed, on the 'grolind tbllt 
the projected illliovation in tIlt! crimin;l law of 
Scotland did not tend to re,1:nOV6 anY,ex.isting 
flol1Qt, Wbila i~ WlJS not c~ned for by th~ Scots:;h 
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themselves: who .were perfectly satisBed with 
the law as it stood. The motion was rejected 
by a hundred and twenty.six votes against 
Ihirt!J-one. 

It was Mr. Adam's intention, had the Hou~ 
adopted his motion, to give to the new law a 
retrospective effect, SQ as to include the tase of 
Messl'S. 1\Iuir and Palmer, whose fate appears to 
bave had no small influence on his conduct on 
th~ occasion. Foiled in this attempt, he re
fiolved to make an effort to gain his point by 
more direct means; and he ga\'e notice of his 
intention to move for a revisal of the proceed-

. jngs -of the Court oC J u8ticiary, in the'- cases of 
·those convictS.· In order to promote the same 

. I 

'object, Mr. Sheridan, on the 24th of February, 
presented a petition fl'Om Palmer, who, as well 

'as Muir, t1~en lay on board transpOrts at 
-Wool wich~ stating. that h6' conceived himself 
to be suffering under an .illegal sentence, and 
praying such relief as to the wisdom of the 
House should seem meet. Mr. Pitt· urged the 
impropriety of ihe interposition of that House • 

.. between a sentence pronounced by a competent 
tribunal and the execution of that sentenc<!; 
and, on that account, he though~ the petition 
.ought not to' be received. It was, h.owever, 
llltimlJ.tely ordered to lie. on the table; 'and, Oll 



the 10th of March the main questAo~· underw~fit 
',n long and serious discussion.,! 

It was contended, by Mr. Adam, first, that 
the crime imputed to Messrs. :Muir a~cl' Palmer 

'.did bot ambupt, to'· teasing-making" Or public 
,libel, ~\'hich was the ofTtnce charged in the 
"indictment, and which, by the Engli~h law, was 
.only a misdemtanol}J' ; and, secondly~ t4at 
ildmitting it did, the punishment fiKe~ lly., the 

·law of Scotland was banishment only, and nQt 
· trallsportatjon~ He adduq:d several caseli to 
,prove theditferen~~ between· b4nishment aoci 
,transp(lrt~tion, and to shew th~t th~ law- which 
'inflicted ~he former'did not, of necessity, ~onfer 
· the, power of inflicting ,the la.tter. He t~ell' 

.(l.dyanc~d thi~ pO,sitjon'"':""'that. what should lead tp 

~he T~versal C?f, ~' sep tence, on the ground Qf 
J~gal error, ip flll ~ases where an appe~l Jq.y, 

. should, wher,e po such remedy could be applied, 
: induce th,e lfouse., to address the Throne for 
· ,n,ercy, a~ ~h.e pnJy mean~ left t~ attaip the enqs 
· ~f j,ustke. . 

Op. ~he othe,1" ha~d" 'th~ J.ord Ad\'ocate 
pf Scotland oppo~e,d Mr. :Adam's exposition Qf 
· the ScottisQ law, and impeaclled the jpstic~ of 
'~is conclll~iQn~.-It was perfe~t1y inlmat~rjaJ, 
in llisvi.ew of the ~ast', whether the crime 
~h~rg~d in tl~ejAdictment was sedition or lea~'ilIg
'!!flk.in,g, because for t11~, l~tter the ~ourt 'va~ 
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.competent·to inflict the: punishment of ,tl'ans
portation. The term hanishmellt, he maintaiur:d, 

.which occurred in th~ stablte of 1703 against 
.leasing-making, did, both by ,its, common 
import, and nlOre particularly by the usage of 
the Scotch law, inclu(Ie transportation. It WilS 

.clear that the courts of law ,not .only under-
,stood, but applied the word, in this com-
· prehensh'e sense, frolU the uniforn~ pra.cticeof 
the court of session, in Cases of fraudule.nt 
bankruptcy; which, by the statute, of 1696, 

.were made punishable by" Dallishlllent;" or 
,otherwise, (death excepted;) ~d,invar.ous 

instances, that court had· transported .such 
,offenders to the pli1D~tions. Abundance of 
similar instances occur.red in the records of the 
Court of Justiciary. which'h was impossible to 

· open without pnding casts of persons sentenced 
· to ~'banishment" ~y that court, and transpor
tation described, in th~ concluding part of the 
sentence, ~ a mode of puttilJg it into ~ffect.
But, it was contendep, that the' matter was 

. cleared from all doubt,· by the fact, th;tt, within 
eight months only after the statute of 1703 was 
pa!!sed, one Bailly. was sentenced, by the 
Privy Council, under that statute, to be 
Jianished for th~ crime of lca.sing~mHking, ollcl 
was ordered to De detained ill, prison till a fit 
ppportun~ty ~hould offer for his" transportation i" 



and, in support of this inference; it was ob
served, I that all the· members of the Privy 
Council must have been members of th~ ParIia
nlent which enacted the law, .and, of coqrse, 
perfectly t.('quaillted with the sense which the 
framers of it affi~ed to the word banishment. 

Mr. Adam's propositions ~oncernillg . sedi
-tion were controvertetl by Mr. Pitt,. who 
-observed, that, jf it could be seriously maili-
tained that no provision was made by the Scotch 
·Jaw for that numerou~ class of' offences which 
were punishable..in Eng-land as crimes and mis
demeanors, if that law,were so ·defective, and 
authority so silent on the subject, it was the 
duty of civil society to declare, through its 
magistrates and judges, wherein t.he crime of 
Iledition consisted, for a crime it was, perm~nent 
in its nature, however diversified by circum
stances, times, and seasons. On the contrary, 
he contended, that crimes of sedition, ~not 
comprehended within the statutes against 
leasil'lg-making, w_ere, by the common law of 
Scotland, liable to arhitrary punisitmep.t, that is, 
any punishment, short of death, which the 
discretion of the judges might lead them to 
inflict. These· crimes were made treason by-
1m act of 1584, which continued in force till 
1707, when. Scotch and English treasons were 
assimilated to eachother.-From this period, 
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then~ they mijst be either reduced to nonentities, 
which, it was absurd to imagine, or 'return to the 
same predicament, in tlte eye of the law, jl). 
which they stood prior to the statute of 1584. 

Some othet objections, in reference to the, 
leverity oi the punishment,' and the nature of 
the evidence, 'were urged and repelled; buj: 
these were the prominent, and pnly ".-.aterial, 
points fOl' histoc'ical notice. After considerable 
discussion, thlrty.-t\\TO members were found to 
be in favour of the motion, and one hundred 
and seventy-one ad\'erse to it. But Mr. Adam 
belonged to a party' ,vho were neitller to be 
.checked by disappointment, nor intimklated by 
defeat. A few days after this decision, he 

. mo\'ed to appoint a committee to inquire, chiefly, 
into the crimes of leasing-making atid sedition, 
the right <?f appeal, the power of granting a 
new trial, and the propriety of introducing a 
grajld jury, siolilar to that of England. He 
again expatia.ted upon all the alleged defects in 
the present system of Scottish jurisprudence, 

'alld was again answered by the Lord Advocate, 
and by !\fr. Dundas, who deprecated all wanton 

, inno\'ations,and (ienied ihe necessity of any 
. change. Mr. Adam was not more successful 
on this, than on the formeT, occasion, having 
been abl~ to persuade only three and twenty 
members of the House to adopt his 'opinions. 



The same questions \vere agitated in the 
,House of Lords, and with the same result . 
. Lord Stanh~pe, with his usuat' eccentricity, 
m~ved the House to. investigate the case ,of 
Muir .1:1nd Palm~r; and, if the proc€edings in 
Scotland should be found to be illegal, to re,,~erse 
the ~ntence i-that is, to assume ilpower w4ich 
they did not possess.. Such a motion was, of 
course, treated with marked negl~ct. Lord 
Lauderdale, on a future day, intr<?duced the 
subject in a mor~ regular way, and moved 'an -
address to the Throne, similar to that moved by , 
Mr. Adam in the Lower House ;-but his motion 
was rejected without a division.-Thus ended 
the attempt to rescue the ~onvic~ed, refOl:n~s of 
Scotland from their impe!lding fate. The sen-

. tence pronounced upon them was now carried 
into effect, and theyw~re all transported to 
New South Wales .. 

The Opposition, resolved to suffe~ no 
opportunity to escape for attacking the .Minis
ters,' and ever anxious to display what they 

,were pleased to term a constitutional jealousy. 
and an earnest desire to promote the public :,~el
faret but what their opponentscon~idered.as the 

'·effect of di~appointed ambition" an effusion of 
political spleen. and an unworthy attempt to 
acquire . popularity at the expense of the best 
lnt,erests of the country; made everypoli
tical measure now adopted, or omitted, the 
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fiubject of anil1l~dversion and censure in Par .. 
liament. Mr. Sheritlan charged the l\Iinisters~ 

with neglect 'to put our colonial settlements in 
Nova Scotia in a propel' state of defence; and: 
to supply adequate com'oys for the protection of 
our trade. But these charges were repelled by 
those against whom they were directed; and 
the House of Commons refused to. entertain 
the proposetl enquiry respecting them. A: 
treaty which had been rec'ently concluded with. 
the King of Sardinia, by \vhich a sllbsidy'of 
£20Q,000. was granted to that monarch to 
enable him to IIll}>port 50,000 troops,. to act 
against France, supplied another ground of 
declamation, and another subject of cornplairit. 
The subsidy was f('presented as perfectly need
less, as that monarch had every motive of self., 
presen'ation to inrluce him to act' without it. 
It does not seem to have occurrell to these 
considerate politiCians that the 'ldll might exist 
without. the ohilit]; nndthat not merely policy;.. 
but seY:interest, required that we should supply 
the means of canying that will into effect, in 
support of the ('on~mOll cause. The de,lJatt: to 
which this transaction 'ga,'e rille· was not other
wise interestil1g than as it produced a brilliant 
display of maiden eloquence from Mr. Canning', 
Wh9 had been recently brought into l)ariiamcnt. 

* January 31st. 



The youthful orator did not timit· his obser .. 
vations to the subject immediately before the 
House, but introduced it by an able and cQpious 
review of the origin and 'objecta . of the 'wars 
whence he deduced the wisdom and policy of the 
measUI'e under discussion~ He contende~, with 

_ equal strength and justice, that· such a treaty. 
ought not to be examined on. the petty trades~ 
man-like principle of a quid pro quo, a narrow 
scrutiny into the goodness or badness of the 
bargain, -but should be considered as forming 
a part of one great, connected,comprehensivf', 
scheme, ~hich had for its objects :not conquest 
or gai'n,but to l"epress the nggmlldizing spirit 
of the French Republic~ H~ 'spurned the un .. 
gener~)Us notio11 of taking ad-vantage of the 
distressed -situation of ,the Sardinian 1Ifonarchi 

in order to force his acceptance. ¢f inadequate 
terms. 'Such had not been the policy of ·Great: 
Britain in fonner times. He adverted to a 
subsidy. of ~670,OOO,voted to- the King. or 
Pr~ssia,. i~ 1758, not 'to purchase the support. 
of a powerful ally, but (as the pfeamble to the 
bill expressly declare9) because he was harassed 
by his 'enell1i~s, because he was deprived of part
of his dominions, and was incapable of dcefend ... 
ing the remainder .. These circumstances, which 
lvere now urged as good 'reasons for abandoning: 
our ally,. were,: at· that time" assigned· as the 
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very canses for the 5UCCOu.r whicb we, gan, 
and, unless this country had degenerated :hom 
its former liberality of sentiment, and of con· 
duct, or hAd. altel'cd its political system.. he 
hoped the saDle expanded and generOus princi~ 
pIes \~ould still influence ollr decision on the 

.present occasion. 
~r. Canning next entered ;oto a masterly 

delineation pf the features of the French 
Government, which he. cbaracterisc:dw.ith 
peculiadelicity. In retorting 00 the Opposition 
one of their favourite argumellts, he observed, 
that if it were true,.·as had been. perpetually 
asserted, that the reprobate characters w bo :now 
ruled.in France rose to powerby the distractions 
of that country. within,. and by tI1e pressure of 
hOl.tile force from without, that power would cease 
with the cessation of thecauscswbich produced 
it . ....-The moment. of paci6cation, then, would 
be the moment ·of their downfal,. and : their 
downfal would cancel all their acts. This spcech 
Jixed the attention .Qf .the House,. which 
~fforded its sam:tion to the proposed '!Subsidy. 
The Opposition also ca\·illed aube inCl'faSC fJf . 
the army, in!)isting that the attention of 
government should 'be principally dirt'ctcd tu 
the augmentation cf our riaval.fol'ce.-But .l\fIo. 
Pitt declared, that mere naval excrt;uul WCI'C 
l1Dt lufficieut ~gai~st. a cuul1try which did nQ~ 
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possess the command of the sea, and which 
adopted no means for'the'protection of its com
merce. It was the usurpation and aggrandize
ment of France, by land,' which' threatened 
Gl'eat Britain, as well as all Europe, and to' 
that poilltit was necessary that our resistance 
should be directed. . Even from our failures the 
necessity 'ofanadditioll to our land force was 

, deducible, for they had, uniformly, be~n owing 
to a 't'ast superiority of lllimbers intbe enemy, \V 1:0 
were not merely an army, but an amied nation. 
-This last' expressi'on: was captiously seized 
upon by the' Opposition, as a proof of the 
accurncy of their own. assertions 'respecting the. 

,spirit of union \vhidi influenced .the efforts of 
republican: Frallce~ nut l\Ir.' Pitt instantly 
exposed the fallacy 'and absurdity of the infe: 
rence~ ~bserving, that~ he had' only used 'the 
term to shew that t~their nU1~bcrs alone tIle 
French were indebted for all, the victories . which 
they h~d gained; and that, admitting them to 
be an' armed' nati,oll, it by no means followed 
that they wel'e uhited.-Indeed the reverse was 

. notoriously the fact.':- They ~'ere armed by 
terror:, and' exposed themselves to the s\vor£1 of 
the 'cnemy 'o~l the" frontiers; only to a\'oid the 
greater danger bf the guillotine at home. 

The annual budget was opened by 'l\Ir~ 
Pitt, on the 5th of February, when it appeared 
I' _ . 
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that the expenses. of the current year would 
amount' to nineteen millions nllle hundred and. 
forty thousand pounds; and towards \~hich, 
the Land and Malt Tax, arid the growing pro
duce of tIle 'Consolidated Fund, with three 
miUioDli and a half of Exchequet bills; and 
half a million fro111 the East India Company, 
would sUf c'(y but eight millions' nine hundred 
and forty thousand pounds; so that it became 
necessary t~ raise the sum of eleven millions, bY' 
loan.-This loan, agreeably to the principle of fait 
and open competition which Mr.Pitthad adopted, 
in prefel'cnce to the old practice, of disposing, 
ef the loan to any favourite contractor, and so 
tendering it, in many instances, the> source of
corrupt practices, had 'been taken ontemli 
highly favourable to the public,. the contractor~ 
having offered to' accept, for each hl1~dred 

poundS' t8 be adnnced, so tnuch, stock and, 
long annuities ;lS,' ilt the price of the day; 
would produce njnety -nine pounds nineteen 
shillings .and ninepence.-The interest .of the 
eleven million~ to be thus raised,: together with 
the one per cent. to be appropriated to the 
gradual extinction or' the capita~ WOQIJ amount 
to .£650,000, to which were to be added 
£248,000, to' be applied ,to the reduction, of 
the existin'g ,ami expect~d ,n;1\'y de~t, (Whic~ , 
Mr. Pitt'proposed to devise the means of 1iqui~ 

VOL. IV. E 



dating in. a short time,. contrary ~o the usual 
practice.of._l~aving ittQ be' funded and pro
,vided for: at the eIl<l of : the: wa~ j)aIld .:£ I 0,000, 
the amount oftbe'vexa:tio~s .tax _upon gl~ve6, 
and pf ,aIlotht;.r en... births .and buria,ls, which he , 
roeant ,to ~'epeaIJ mak~ng J1 total of.£90S,QOO .. 
:The next B~in,t_ foq:onsideration w~~ t;he means 
by",vhich_ ~ his -annual' sum was to be, raised. 
Theft; remained, unappropr~ated,' of taxes im
posed ill 1791, .£S85,OOOj:-:by a, ,new reg~la
-tjon of .theduty on spirits ~n Scotland, it. tvas -
f!xpected. J~supply- .£45;QOO;:-by auew <~\}.ty 
on British spirits, £ J07,00Q;:-by a.newduty 
01) .fordgn, .spirits, .£lS6,OOO;-by :aduty of 
one. shilling, and. sixpence.. per, thousand ~n 
brif;ks ;and tiles,. in ·addition .to the, ex.is~ipg-

. duty: of half •• .;<;rown" .£7<l',000;-:-by a. similar 
_ .duty on,slate; and ,&t?ue. <:a.rr~d ,coastwise, 

'£SO,QOOj'""7by, a tax ~nplate and crown glass • 
.£52,OOO;~by a fresh duty o~ paper, .£63,000; 
-and~ by a tax of .£100 on the ind~nture of 
every person, ' artic,led ,to 'an attorney.. and: of 
another.;€ I 00· on ibis admission to practice. 
£25,000. !:>u,t excluding, fr91n the operation 
of -.this ,t:lX, ~hose clerks who ,yere. already 
artic1ed.-:- T.hus the p~cessary' sumwoul~ .~e 

:raised:witl!Qut .the, ,addition Of any ,impost 
. which, ~o\lld be ,felt by the 'great Inass of the. 
people ...... , .. . 
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, The French government having. recently 
adopted measure~ for appropriating to ,their 
own use"all the prOperty of Frenchmen,'of 
whatever nature at description, in foreign coun" 
tries; and for giving assignats' in' exchange, 
Mr. Pitt dliemed it expedient to counteract this. 
nefarious ~chemt, by the timely interfereRcf of . 
the legis.Iature.-Accordingly, a' bill 'was soon 
after brought in by ,the Solicitor. General, 
~hicq . passed into a law, to; prohibit, 'under 
severe penalties;' the remittance of 'any sums 
from this country to France during the: war.
Such sums, were to be. consideredl!s a· sacred , , 
,deposit in the hands of ,their present holders 

, untiL a peace, when the creditor~ 'might sue 
for the recovery' of' them in' the courts of .laW'. 
~y this wise regulation, not' oO:ly th,e design 
of our enemies to support, ,by such mean~; th~ 
credit of their immense. mass of assignats, 
would be frustrated,. but individuals, also; would 

. be protected against the monstrous oppression' 
of being compelled to receiYe, ai Par, a paper
security not worth one-seventh of its nominal 
,value. 

Among the military plans in agitation at_ 
this time, was a projected expedition to' the 
coast of France, with "a view to co-operate with 
the loyalists in Brittany,' and in the neighbour
jng dis~ricts; and a body of Hes!iian troops, 

E~ 
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in the pay of England, was destined for this 
service. ,4.s, however" the preparations ",ere 
not. in a 6ufficielltstate offorwardlless when 
these troops. arrived from .the-Contine~'1· and 
si"ckness would be produced. by detaining ;them 
on., board .the transports, till ,every. thing :wu 
reaw for carrying the plan into effect;, it was 
de~med"ptoper. to. land them, and to., put them 
jnto temporary quarters, ~t Portsmouth, in tbe 
Isle of Wight.tand ill.other com;enient places~ 
near' the ,c,008t. ; ,This,' circumstance was COD1-

mnnkated,! to. Parliament,- i~, a message frolll 
his{ Majesty,: on the 27th oLMa.rch .. ,As many 
,similar cases h~d occurred at ·differeu.t: periods., 
iUld .as the .cause: and .necessity o.f the; measure 
;wexe sopel:f~etly~bvi.pus ... ,it _ Wali natural, to 
~oucludc, that ·the. usual communication of the 
jqct:to ,Pal'liament would be satisfactory:~B~t 
it .did .not .. square with .the ,'iews a~d designs 
of the' oppo~tion. to so~·'er. any act of the 
1lliniste:t': to Pl\SS without. censure or debate.~' • 
It .wa~ ,.I\OW insisted, .tbat he ought t~" have 
lnoved, , f<?r. a, bill .of. indemnity ;-and, he was 

fcharged,with, having violated the bill of l'igbts, 
:md the- act of settlement •. Mr. Grey, ()l1 the 
10th pf F,elm~4lry, ,exerted all his ingenuity to 
i,"tiuce .the, HOIls(! to, adopt. the abstract pro
positi,on •. '.' .that to eOlploy fOl'eibl"llers in allY 
situat'ion of military tl:USt. or t5' brillgforeigu 



truops into the Jdngdom,' without' the ;consent 
of Parliament first 'had and, obtainecl, is con-
trary to Jaw." , 

In so framing his motion, be had~ 'l~o , 

douht, a view to another object, the employ
Dlent of French emigrant 'offk'ers, which, .sOC;;D 

after, became, the subject of dj~cussjon. ,Jl~ 
folly of, discussing abstract principles ' 'Wjia 

strongly insisted on, by diifetent:members" 
but more particularly by Mr.Windham~ who 
truly represented' the only proper, point, fOf : the 
House to cQnsider, to be, whether the, Maristel', 
bad acted wrong in'advising the disembarkati:oil ' 
of the Hessian troops, undel' the ~ircllmstancea 
of th~' case. nut ,this: was' the, :cnlypoint 

. which the opposition did 'not chQse to discnss j 
they preferred wasting their Q~U tin}e, :'all(t that 
of the' House; in toe" discussion' 'of 'prhiciple$ 
which no one was ''So ignorant all- to ,contest, 
and in the (Teprecation of consequences \tQicb 
no one was s(;: weak as to ~xpect., ,TI16inotion 
for the previous qU'estioniat length putall fnd 
to'the debate. 'Ona: 8ubsequen t day, 1\1r.- Grey 
renewed the sainewoJkof 8upereroga.tiQ~ . ~nd 
with the same'effect/ 'J,' ~ • 

, . With a view' 'to 'put the ,riatidn'in. -the best 
practicable $tate of' defence sgaio'st th6 -thrtat
ened invasion by the Frenchr :a:s\vtU ,as to'leave . 

. as large ,a' djsrQ~ble' force -as· possible for 
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foreignsefvic~; Mr; Pitt' had' deerited' it advl"" 
sable to affordencoitragemellt to the formation-: 
of volunteer companies, in allgmeniiaion of; the' 
m.i1itia, and also of distinct bodies 'of foot and~ 
horse, for' the purpose' of local: defeoce.-'-:This',_ 
invitation 'wasndd oufirt a circular letter 'ad..;! 
dtes~d' to the' Lords~Lieutenants'of"tlle dif': 
ferent cO\luties, who' ,vete suplJlied' with a' 
brief plan of' the 'nature and conditions of the: 
proposed service, and a gienel'at su'bscription was; 
recoMmended, as the~ best' means ,'of 'defray,ing' 
the ,expense to be incurred: byihe execution or 
the: scheme. 'On the 25th of, Marth, the King 
commlmicated hIS intention of augmetiting the' 
Iand fortes toparliatnent, and called upon them 
to Msist him' in carrying' 'into effet:t such' mea" 
sures as might be 'requisite for the general seeu
tity;' ,,'," ", 
'; . ~:lr. Sheridan had made no scruple to stigJ 

~atize the' voluntary 'contributions of the sub.&. 
ject as mO$t dangerous and unconstitutional; 
and he_now signified! his intention of taIling 
upodthe ,House 'to pronounce its il1figal.ity.~ 
lUr. Pitt,' on the otlier hand,distinctly 8.\"owed 
his decided opinion, that' every subscription to 
be applied for the~secuJ'ity 'of the' country, in 
order 'to· raise' a force which should receive the 
sanction of Parliamant, was ,·legal and 'consti- . 
tutional, and professed his readiness to ineet 
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the discussion whenever a proper opportunity
~hould occur· fot the purpose: On the 28th of 
of March, Mr. Sheridan, brought forward his 
threatened motion ......... !n ~hefull. ardour of his 
patriotism, be did not hesitate tolay down the 
broad proposition, that the people had' no right 
to give, or the, Kingta receive, . these. ben~.v~ 
lenees, without the 'J::onsent of Parliameni.~ 
And ·he- assigned these reasons,aa the grounds 
of his assertion:"':"'; 1 st. BecauSe thiU::oDtrary 
1upposition, militated against ,the first; principles 
of a mixed goVefJ;lrnent;, and -·a·tepreseIitati~e~ 
system,and, consequently, 'was not-reconcilable 
with the letter :Or, spirit of .our constittiHqn.-,:
~dly. Because it was; bot-consistent with. the. 
ancient -and sound· usages of the country, not 
conformable to -the best'authol'ities j-and; 
~dly, because, if it even had the' sanction bot1~ 
of- custom ~nd authority; -Jtw~$ nota wise 
course,' nor fit to be .resorted to- as a. source of 
·public re\'enue.· \'''' 

. It is 'evident that t11e 'last--of these reasons 
'. . , , I· . .• • • 

. could only decide 'the question of expediency, and 
not that of 1'ight i-and that"however validtl;e 
re<\son itself might- be,. the right might exist. iJ;l 
spite of it~ In discussing ,tl~e- two first reasons; 
Mr. Sheridan iather laboured to ,support one 

- . ". 
• RJv'i~gton'l AilDual Registerfor Ir91~ ,P. 180, 181~ 



Q.G 

a,~~f!rtioll hy ~n9thef J'q~.p.lIy ~i~put.aQ1e. ·~p.~n tCJ 
tq ~dd~~fi FlrglJll1etit~l proof~j Of' a~tl}orit,i~~, i~ 
~opfjrm~tiOJl <;>f his.. g~n~raJ po~ition~:'"""lJilJ" alIT 
tl}orit,ie~l. indeed, appl~d. i~~lusive1y t9 tom. 
pldsQrJl Q~I)evolences~E;l.fth~ ~llegality':o,f ;w.hkh 
JW dO~l\>t .could P?s§jply,be ,~n.tf.rtained..;. JIe 
.l.V~8 ~mswen!d by the A~tQrptYrtG.ell~r?-l,wh() 
qUQted mq.JlY ~¥-se~ ~9 prQV~ ~M,t, ,tJle: rig4t 

. :wh\chMr. She,iAa~ depied. hadt l>~ ~cj(llQ\V'" 
ledg~d "1>y tlle~st . a,uth.Witie~~ .. ~nd ;u;te~ :UP01l 
in a yariety pf jp&tqQ.ces-,;., ~n. ~759, th~ City 
c;>f LOQ.don. Pl\d. .Ii~l:>scr.ib~~ .!11 ~UmiQr:uIOJi1ey, . 
:which Wi'l.& .sent to th.e ;S~~ret?,ry,Qfi ~tate, t(} lJl; 
cpplie,J (l:rft:Q~ly .lo",tht: . pnlc11. if, ~f)l!llcil; ·.Ad 

. l\fr.J>jt~ (fath~rto tm: pre~~.nt l\fi~ister) wrot~ 
~ le~t('r il\ jl~s\Vef· to. this, <;on.taiJ,l4Ig a. waxm 
;1cl~p.owledgemt'ntofth.e patriotism of th~ City, 
Bud an ;:lSS\\rallce th~t thq roO,IJey ~hoplc;l pe ~f) 
otherwise !iupplied thal~ as, the f.rivy COQ.n<:il 
~hould diJ'ect.. III J 718, ,~nQ.lh~r s.imilar case 
had occurred, which was san<;tiopcd c' by the 
&\uthority ot' Lo~d~.Cam(l«;p !J.tld'f.hurlow; and 

. by' th~ n:fllsdof ~he,· ao}t!lC ()f COJllI,1\Oll& tQ 
!Ieclare its illegaJity, wuen, ~ ~lI?~iO/.l ~)J;' t.h~.t 
purpos~· waslllad€; by .l\h". Wilkes.. ·The, i,n".~ 
,t4tion tQ rais~ vol!;luJeers .. in. 1. 7S~, . \Va~ aIse) <:i ted . 
as a eaie in point. Thesaroe lin~ of argJlll)('nt 
was· adopted oy Mr. Windham, and ,others, 
whileit WaJ stn:mg1y opposed by M{~ Fox. 
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: . .,The fchisxb wl1ichllad taken place i~ ,the 
Pppositi()n, and which bad ~ince been. foUQweq 
-lJyan ppen "-,pture, led 'to: much bitterness of 
,~a,casm, keenne" of rebuke, and severity of 
reproach, fa'om both parts, of it, during thi, 
discus$ion. By llr. Burke, l\Ih. Windham, and 
9lher~ who had, from the most honourablt; fln¢' 
patriotic motives, supported the ~Iinistf'l"s ire 
their resistance of French principles, and o~ 
French arms, it was remarked,anq certainly 
not with morc severit)f 'thq,n tmth, ~bat the 
,"05t zealous partizans of 'the FreQch cause 
could not ,adopt a line of ,conduct n)orO. 
favaurllble to the ,-iews ,of tIle enemy thal1 
th1it pursued by the mover and, lIupporters} 
of -the present qnestion;- ,wh() had deserted 
the genuine principles of their pllrty, and had 
joined a set of men, whose wild and frantic 
nOtions of democracy would, jf rCd1.1Ced t~,; 
practice, accomplish uni"'ersal ruin. Mr. Sherida.n., 
on the other hand.' called upon bis. opponent. 
to ~ome b!Jldly forth and impeach '..tho~ whom 
they really suspected of trea$ont~instead 0.( 
indulging in darkand unwarranted insinu,atwns, 
in striking ,and insidious jeers. This call had _ 
"lOre of. warmth than of reai'{:ourage in -it. for 
he very: well knew tha1 these gentlemen never 
IDeallt to repr.oach him with the actual commi~ 
aioo. . of treason, though they nlos.t 'col'1'ect1y 
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stated thetendencl of hisconc:luctto be 'most 
hostile to the good of h~s country. Mr. Sherid~n~
however, arraigned. them with great yiolence, 
fOJ:,\vhat he preposterously,termed, their base. 
desertion. of himself,· and of his friends, for their 
prostitution of ,every principle which they had. 
before. maintained, both' in publici and private, 
.and for their servile ·subJl;lission.· in -supporting 
every plan of the ~l\Iini;t~rj ·of that Minister 
who was, before, tIle '~niforn{Qbject;~f theii~ 
deI-ision; ~eproach, ~md_ scorn~ . ·This' virulent 
invective, at. once -unparliame;ntaty, indecent~ 
.and 'unfounded, only served to shew the ~itter~, 
. ness of that disappointment which w~s felt by 
,1:he retainers of the party; a~the honourable 
(:ouduct of thelrleauers.: • -

. Lord, Lauderdale' echoed the sentiments ()f 
Mr. Sheridan in the House·of Lo~ds, wher~ only. 

C:t\ix members could be fouO:d to concur with him. 
in his opinions .. The discussion, however, was 

,;tenewed, in the Honse of Commons, on the 7th 
of Apl'il,on·the third .reading of the bill for 

'the encouragement and .discipline of suci1 

persons as should voluntarily enrol themselves for 
,the general·defence of the country. On· this 
occa~ioD, ,Mr. Francis moved, that' the third' 

'~rticte -of the Bill -of Rights should' be read, 
which declares, "That levying money for, or 
": to the use oftheCr9wn. by pretence .. of 



"1>rer(Jgative~ without - gta~t, 'of Partiamebt( 
'" forlonger time; ()r ihl 'other manner, than the 
'" same is or shall be granted,. is i1legal." , Mr. 
Francis' contended that l"oluntary' subscription" 
were a direct ,"iolation of' 'the principle. main-
tained in this article; and he went still farther. 
ihan Mr. Sheridan, and as~erted, that it was not~ 
in the powet -of Parliament to· slim,:tioll the~ 
proceeding: Parliament were delegates them~ 

sell-es, and could; not' delegate their duty ta 
others. So that, according to this mode of 
reasoning, it was imp6ssible to raise voluntary'. 
subscriptions for the defence of the' country (
fot tieither the people nor their representatives had ' 
the power so to raise· them .. "A curious ki.nd 0"£':; 
constitution rnustthat, be 'which' forbids aU 
those; who enjoy' itsadvanta'ges, 'voluntarily to 
contribl1te'to itlf support against foreign and 
domestic enemies; Lord Wycombe took,the:) 
same side, of the ,question, contending that the 
precedent of Ij82 did not apply to the present' 
case, and observin'g that there was 'a wide dis;;' 
'tinction between a. subscription for a navaV", 
force, and a'· subscription for the increase of 
the army.. \,' 

, Mr. Pitt now thought it necessary. to 
'deliver his sentiments on' the questioll, arid, 
in order' to' disembarrass it as ,much as 
pOssible' from all extraneous, irrelevant, or 
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doubtful matter, .he consented tQ 'wai,-e any 
advantage which migh'tbe derind frQm ~e pro-:
cceding of 1782, and to argue ,it .on a general 
,-jew of the l\lwS and constitution of tlle country~ 
as ~hey appt;ared written in the 'stature books,. 
handed d~wri by }Jrecedents, and con:6.rm~d by 
-the first and. most respectable authorities, 1egal 
as well as political, which the page. of British 
history, or the records of jurisprud~nce, could 
poast:-· And he contended, that,'on.a fair con~ 
~tntction at those laws, and of that ,constitution~ 
by 'principles of reason and.. of t,ruth~ th~ 
measure would be found'to stand 'on the 
:firinest grounds, anqto resist every attack wllich 
subtl~ty and ingenuity could possibly devise, or 
temerity venture to make upon it., ,He stated~ 
;l.S his reason for having opposed the produc,tion 
of ~he circular letters . js~ued in '1782 t that the 
merit of. the prese~t c~se did not.at aU hinge ot 
depe~d upon that precedent. ,He noticed, how .. 
ever, an observation of Mr~ Grey,-" That as 
the lettcl"S were not produced in form, hewould, 
:ill imitation of. the; practjce' of the courts of. 
la,,', deny the authenticity of s~ch as wer, 
produced, and say that they wei-e fabrications 
and forgeries !" Stich, terms, Mr. 'Pitt· said, 
might possibly be. used by Mr. Grey when" he 

'thought thep~ useful to his argument i: (or his 
part~ hedo~lbteJ whether. they would not be 
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~probated (or their coarseneS5 even in a CQurtof 
Jaw; but he begged leave to remjno that gen: 
tleman, for hi •. instruction, that he was then hi 
a Court of P or:liament, and that his language was~ 
to .say ,no worse of it, more ,adapted to an advo'
care at law than toa Membel" of· Parliament. . 

The distinctious made by Lord Wycombe •. 
Mt. Pitt stat:,ed to apply to the mode 'of execu;.· 
ting the measure, and not to tbe true constitu
tional point; for while he reprobated 5ubscripf 
tions for an' army,. h~ :appcove,d of them for 
increasing the navy j instanced a number of 
eases which h~ already been ,mentioned by the 
Attorney-General, and 'added. his own cOntri
bution als~,by producing, anotper ,'in~tance, of 
~he subsc~'iption 'for encountering ,t~e "S~anis" 
Armada. Hi, Lordship's, distinction, however, 
bet\\:een .subs·cripin~ for:a na,'X' and .for an 
.army, was downright subtlety, mere· fallacious, 
casuistry, ,too .flimsily, and: slightly, covere~l 
to ~scape detection, even by tlle weakest sight..-
For, first, he stated, that all voluntary c01'ltrib!l:' 
tionsw~reil1egal~ yet admittedthatfor a nav~ 
they would be justifiable; here, then. ended the 
.gre~t abstract principle. But the subscription, 
. no~ illegal per se, was vitiated by its 'being for 
~n army; thii was directly €oofou1'ldingthe 

,end with the means; ,that is to saj·, ,the end, 
,not the .'f'lcans; vitiated the 'uleaSl1l'e; for if it 
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were true that a subscription could not legally 
be taken at· all,· nor any llloney leVIed but by 
the .direct order of Parliament, it could no more 
be done far one .branch of the public 'service
than for the other.' In the nex.t breath, the 
no.ble lord had contended~ thai the 'case in· 1794 
was' adverse to the laws and constitution, while 
that in 1782 was perfectly legal, because the 
same means (volimt~ry:contributions) were n.ot 
pursued, thaugh the end. was the same, namely, 
to raise an army .. And thus the simple fact of 
'raising an army" in 1794, was ta be' thedestnlc': . 
tian of that constitutian, and.the ruin of the 
noblest fabric wllich the wisdom of,man had 
'ever· raised; but, in 17,82, 'it 'was so laudable, 
'~a legal, and so cohstitutionaJ~as .to be held up 
in conttast ta the mischiefsnaw.· : threatened. 

I 

;Whatever degree . .Of favaur papular opinians 
might lead some men c t.O attach" to the .00ie 
measure, in preference to tlle other, ,the truth 
was,' that there was not in the history of this 
.country to be found a war, in which the privilege 
of subscribing ta the assista.nceof' govemrpent, 
against the enemy,: had not been '~joyed by 
the people; ,and, in the course of .which, there 
were not to ,be found answerst~ aU the objec
tions that had been urged against the present 

, -
,measure. 



Having stated the .fallacy and .. absurdityof 
this moue of reas~nio& Mr. Pitt pro~eedeuJ .to 
,hew. tha,t.~lthougll d~e circular letter .of. Lord 
Shelbane,. iu 1782, llad been positively. stated 
to exc1ud~ aU iue~ 9f s4bs£;ciption, it had nqt 
Leen sq .undecstoo~ thrq",gh the country~~ The 
,county of Sussex, wl~ich ha(l, by public suilt 
scription, raised and. supporteda)al"g~ military 
fo.-ce,in 1779. and the hyq !iu~ceeding years, 
~mll1ediately ,on: receiyingc that, letter,! and 
thinking it impHed .'.~ qe&~re fOT a subscription, 
.set on fOQt cont~ib¥ti(>I~s in consequence ,of. it, 
and actually raised, and grafted on ~heirformef 
establishment, no less. ,than 'three . additional . . . . '.'.. . 

companies. ije.rc~ then, wa~JI according ,to ,the 
, principles, rnaintaincc\, by ~e, very ge~t1eme~ a~ 
,that time in power, a.nianife~t,violatioll of, the 
~onsti~lltion'l Why dl,4 they not then'resist,it? 
Why not make it a subje.ct 9f Parliamentary 
Investigatio~ ?,And ~hat, he ,desired to k~ow, 
was so, properly ali object of their jealopsy, ~~ 

an ill~gal and unconstitutiona~ act, ,committed. 
on the f<J!lting and authority of theirown,letter? 
They ~hould ~ave stept forw~rd and sayed, t~leir 
country- frqm "the jmpellding ruin._ ' Jlut d\d 
they do, so?-No !-They . knew thatlt~~ 
measuxe, waslegal,.ponstitu~io~~l~ and sahltary ; 
though, ~nfortunately for -_ the credit of, their 
politics, thei~ sentiments,. cha~ged with their 



aitu!ltions, and they now" thonghtit illegal, 
unconstitutional, and mischievOl\s!' ' 

He next considered the question in a legal 
point of yiew,; and produced a variety of 
indisputabieauthorities to establish the leg1llity 
of' voluntary contributions. -, In ,1746, ' lIe 
said~ 'a doubt had been cast upon it, 'but 
it was unequivocally decreed by, Lord Hard;. 
wicke. On that occasion, many, great mea 
bad raised regimen.ts at their ! own ,expense, 
and be wisl1ed to know who that l11an 'was dlat. 
would be so regardless of teputation, as to 
mainta.in that-great lllen might,' IcgaUy;- and 
with safety to the ~onstituti6ri, subscribe, and 
three or fouthundredyeomen could not ~ 
It had been said, that if contributions -were 
purely spontaneous,' they were 'legal }~but if 
Dlade on the solicitation" of government,- not 
so.Th the spirit and principle of this' distinc:. 
tion,lu'! declared, lIe' would "never assent j put 
even 'admitting that ,it 'really were . so,: no' skill 
nor ingenoi ty could rescue the case' of 1782 'from 
that anathema j , for he would maintain, that the 
secretary's letter,and the plans which it e~closed.· 
contaiueda'solicitation -whichJin 1i94,' would 
be called a mandate. " '.' 

J Mr. Pitt ~ntered into a minuteconsideni .. 
tion' of all the ~precedents .. froni' t1Ie.revolution 
to the year', 1778,' ",-hidl l1e' brought ,to beu~ 



immediately upon the point in question; and, 
!thewe(l that, in principle and effect; thc,re W~8 
no uitfcrcoce between them. The case of-I778 
was the' only one 'in -which the .principle. of 
),oluntary: contribwtions bad· been . contested. 
lIe' had, 'for many reasons, great respect for 
the ilIustriol!s characters,. (Lord Canlcien, Mr; 
Burke, 'and others) who gave their opinions, on 
that ~ubjt:ct, against ~he legality' of. subscrip .. 

. tions; but, with all the es~em which·heenter.:. 
tained for them, he 'could not forbearta remark, 
that·no man, .w,ho haclstuclieu buman·nature, 
'could f~il to perceive that,in the most. enlight~ 
ened ininds, there was a bias which,. on certain 
oCcasions, . and under' certain circumstances, 
operated upon the judgmen,t, ,.and some~imes led 
it to mistake. the means for, the end; andtnen, 
t\'en in deciding upon pl'iQciplet were)uujecl to 

.this. abuse of the uDcJer~tanding. . This, with 
all. due cleferenct; .for the great. chapcter8. tQ 

whom llcalluued, appeared to :Mr. Piuto hav.e 
-beeu' the. ·case with them,. ip the discu~sion of 
.tbe8ul~ect, in the year 17;8. . They \Vel'ctlJcn 
-deciding QU ~ ql,iest;on, implicating tht,,A.mel'j.. 
'can 'war-~:wq,r agail)st the principle of .which 
they had' P'ften prote~t~d, and, therefore,. they·. 
,thought. they wel'csuppol'ting ·tbesame cause hJ 
;deciding agaill;t the measu{e then proposed,. and,. 
-~ithout knowingit,-coufounded the meall! widl 
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. tl1,e end. In thi$ view, did .it appear to Parlia
~llent who detennined against these gt:e:Jt men. 
Bl;lt. supposing that, the oppo~tion of that day 
ha.d pr~vailed, it ~Ould not go, to, vitiate 
the, present, measure. it . being. ,of. all, others. 
the least ~nalogous to it;. for the .$uhscriptioll 
of. l778~ Was to, be applied to, such purpOses as 
the King should think,ploper to,direct, whereas 

_the contribution no", proposed was to be applied 
by Parliament to a particuJ.a.r object.:-He then 

/' ,,~dverted to alLtbe cast:s,,'of a, similal' nature. 
}y'bi,ch had ,occurred since that peried, aad drew 

, f1'Om them the strQnges~ inferences in suppOrt of 
.bis argument-, .: .. 
, 1\1r. Pitt said .. that gentlemen talked loudly 
of.libel'ty, while t)1.ey seemedto be most willing 
:~o, encroach on it" when the, encroachment 
,answ~l'ed their own pUrpOS€Sl He, knew, that 

, a, ,portion.. of ,individual liberty was often, vi. 
necessity. sacrificed for, the. general good ~ but 
h l~mst be in, cases where the general evil .would' 
he greater th~n.the individualevil"ln. the pre-
,aent 'il)stan~~, ,the firs~ liberty 9f thesubje~t. 

,_.the . .right of disposing o(his own property. was 
,.-ttempled tQ, be wrested frolU him;, while the 

, g~J,l,el'a.1 good W~uld, be promoted by the free 
,f~~cise Qf that ,right,. and .by: the, ullG'estrained 
,enjoy,m,ent of that liberty. He bitt it down aa 
.•. JU,a~1; J~<t4e law,aQd:<;ol~stitutiQu of ,l:og-
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land, that eTe-ty man had a right t<! apply any' 
part of his property' he pleased for any legal 
purpose, unless ~xpressly prohibited by statute, 
and he maintained, 'that there ~as net, ,in the 
whole of our It~tute-book, 'oneprohibitlon of 
lIubscriptions for carIy~g on a war. :rite biil,of 
rights, he said, had no more application to this 
lubject, than any ~ther law in the statute:-book, 
and, having 8ai~ this" he disclaimed atl inten'
tion of speaking, ~ith disrespect of that gr~a~, 
and justly-revered law; or of anygentlemau. 
wh~ inight quote it. He thought, however~ 

that it had been strangdy misapplied. ' 
It would have been 'a , most ¢xtraordiIiary 

thing, indeed, if a bill, framed for the express 
purpose of ass~r'ti~g, vindicating~ ~nd g~arding 
the rights of the people, had contained a clause 
(or despoiling, them of one of the most essentIal 
of those l'ights-the free disposal of their own 
property. And equally so, that, a bilI, which 
~ad ,f01' its object the preservation; of thecou:
stitution, s~ould ha.ve, forbidden the, people 
.:;pontaneous]yto contr!?ute any portion, of their 
property for its :mpport' and protectipn,
though, it affords -the,o~l'ly security for t~dr 
rights, their liberties, and their Posscs$ions. 
, To suppose danger to the constitution, from 
'Iuch contributions, is' to ,~dmit tI1emonstroul 
.upposition~ tllat th~ people wO\Jld ~ommita1:1 

,I'i 



ad of ·political suicide, ~y,conspiring,,:rt~l dIe 
Crown for. the, d~stiUCtiOq,of;, their' myn·, fre~. 
tl9Tn i' ' , ' .! ' 

.~ ~rr. l>itt' exa!l1tne~: the different stat~t~, 

.:lga'inst be3~'Coleiice$:I and clearly shewed'tha't'they 
\vert re-ally(whatrio m1e,' whQ was acq~aintect 
w'ith the history of the times iIIwhrch ,they were 
enacted, could, possibly be. igo:Orant ,of) Iall's 
against exacttolls or f'xtortion.~he peopleha<l 

,hee'n cpmpenellto' 'contribute,' and 'compulsory 
'processes llad been issiled'against them from th~ , 
£xcheque,r, :to exact that :which was fals,efy and 
bypocritical(y'denomlnat€d; a fl'~e-\i~m: offering:. 
lJe next argned, the' questioD ,on the ground of 
le~son.An" alarm, had been, protes~e( at th,r 
proposed'ru¢asure; becau,se, it was; asserted, it· 
~ventto ',festroy the const~tution;: Iiy trenchin~ 

"on i~ principles,' nI interfering with the fune ... , 
iiollS o..f' theHou~e. He admitted, that the 
House ~f Commons 'were th~ guard'~~~s. of th~ 
'public purs'e, t~a~ nothing ~hould lleca~ried "on.. 
either in \Vilr or peace, witl~but thei.r k~wledge .. 
and" tliat they were .the channel t~ll~ough. whick. 
:the K;~ng-nlusti;ete'i~e the "ll:cc:;essary supplies. 
:The domi'nlon Wllidl. the 'House of CPlumons 

- e~~lusin;y'pOs-~e~sed o,"er the gell~~~l 'wealth ~f 
'the nation. was ,~:wlse provision to ,repd~ tl~e 
E~ecutire . .G"o\·ermnen~, dryenden~on, Parli;{
~ie~t.' an~ ,by. tha~ m~As"indi~ctlf( r~"sp~~ 



..s;~le for dIe jun discuargeof ~tht'ir' Pil@iC tIlu!y: 
Dut would any man, he aske.d, seriously 'main; 

_ lain, that the 'subscriptions in qtIestwo,lnter.:. 
fered ,with thai pr~n<:ipleJ or that they -tl-enchecl 
on the -constitutional COl1trol which' l~(I- House 
.f Commons had over , the -!'ea} , and ~U'bstantiat 
tmppties to be granmi 10, the' EKecuti·ve power~ 
so 3.lI to endan~ the constitlltion-itself?..,..,.Thc. 
fact 'was,. that, ,to' Duinbe-riess 'Mstanc.es,,' tile 
abstrat::t rigkt . had 'been ofkn intre'nched upon ;' 
but' such intrenclnneo't had never yet ,taised' 
~pprehensions in any mao's mind.. ,:1&; -wa~ 
indeed, a strange chimerical mode of speaking,: 
to say, that, at a moment wheR every thing tft 
tIle CKCUD1stanoes of, dae t~me& tend~d ta impel 
people to opposite inotives of. aetiotr,- they were 
likely to make the King hidependeat,- arid" tbat 
the Pe&pte would coospjre for the destruc'tion of 
thenlsel~-n, their property,' and their c()D8titu~ 
·tion .. -The-navy and anny' establishments 
amounted.. in ordinary times, to four mil .. 
lions' ann'uaUy; in time of war, they rose much 
':higher1 yet, "hile it was argued, that: the 
subscriptions mast be iaconsider<lble and inade .. 
'quate t6 any material purpose, 'the general 
'tenour of their argUment ltd to the ~ppositjon, 
. that the ,"oluntary Contribution. would he sum. 
tieni; not' onty {(JT the ordinarie., but the ex traor. 
dimW'ies also, immen.e at tIle'y "cre;-I IJI,jl'o
mtion'so absurd, that it wauatLel calculated t4l 



~:lS¢itf pity.: a,i).d l"ugb~erJ tllaJLde&erv.ing: oi 
a~y l\eriQu, wnsider~tiou" ,: J ' iii' , ,,; , ! 

. i .' ~«;! CP1:mnented, tQW"lid~.the tonclusi,oq.:p£ 
l~i, : ~pt;~~h,'\fit;h :great ~t!.'eog.t1lt ability~a.ndi 

. Wi~dQtJ.l~ . PIl,· Jibe. llb&\lXdityof.l4king.ab..stmct 
pr~ncip\e& as j,nf~Uihle.· gQide$lto, pl!act~ce. ~ 
ppHtic~l. ClWalr~ ,Ca~e$ .. hc;.,Pbs~fvedj' which_ 
~hougb ~.~ U'fme, . \yen: Jet· not l>jhy&ic~Uy iJIlpP&,. 

~ible,~igh~ he p"qd~~ed.; q,d: t.1!finituVl" in. o{(k~ 
~q, ~xtipg\li$h "~ll d\oj)~;: prip.~iple$; _of : at: "Qr.r 
~\lic4 ctti$C froul ~perii:lJ.Ce an.d : prQPabjlity. 
l~ ,deQi",dingo.n ,$uch. e~treme t:isC$,.· ,he . pJ;ob~:s 
l?i1jIiY ~ftheir Occ.uueQC~ .musJ : ,be ll<\~~:Q:w.\Q 
'he ~~~t;. J)ij~ wh'ltPQw:eJ' J,thit,io)Ag\nitiQll 
~Q.u\~ ~QI\cejy~ ~v.Q\Ild be, safe,: if that principIa. 
9,f&l1spip\o~ ·were can-ied .to. t.h" Q,te~t to Vi hi~l\ 
Irt Jl.nd in:;el).\l~tYllljgh,t ~t{ain. i~~Obj~cti9Q~ 
~igb;l bp,wgedou the dry; iu.l>~tr~ct. tb~r~~icf\l .. 
p()i~t. .while ~"was evideD.~~ \h~t, there. ~¥.i~tfd. nl) 
:t~al, or evep prob.ahlq, grp1J~~ of Q~n,ger; "lnq 
wlItlll ll,leu.w~ qisPQs~d to iI;l~t Oll th~ theQreti~ 
\1ilc(),t;lsi.~tetlcy Qf ;J. $ijb~cri.pti~D; fJ'q~ i.ooh;\d~~ 
wWle t\l,ere. ~~~stedi a.. ~pU!s.e~tat~v~. ,b~dyf~ 
gnw.t\ng .sl\ppli~s~, 1\1.r •. l'i.tt, Ij~,. J~~ ,wo1:l14 
~fe~ the~~o C(ve.ry Ml-ipd,~{ ~ur ~istory1 ~~~ 
~lW\l' teU th~I.\1..,...." l\ly ~peJile.~~e is,,, gQP<\ arg\h 
DJ~nt ·:~ooa.iIl$,~)'Q\lt Ji~QTY,t~ltWqlt ,ot ,l>J.l 

. a\t~f\~ljD.g to ~Qe .d;;Y., ~tlict. alMtra~t. pti,l.1~iplf~ 
of.'a. PO:~D.t,. ~ha.fI; '~J~t; co.v.dQs.¥>l;lln.s: \~.b(} 



7r 
formed OIl political subject., : Sech' $uLjectt 
"'ere Dot to be 'determineaby mathematical 
accuracy. Wisdom is 'to be' gained in poli.
tiel; not by any, on8 . rigid principle, but 
by examining, a DUI1)ber . of" incidenta; by 
looking attentively at causes~and re6ecting 
en the effects' which they have·' produced; by 
c:omparing a number of events together, aDd by 
t,akiug, as it were,' an,average of human affairs.; 
This was the true way t,o hecoIrie wise in politics:' 
Ilotby adopting that false ~ philosophy which' 
~eks perfectioB ont of tlmt which is imperfeci 
ia its ma.we'; ''\l'hich refera all things to theory,: 
JiDthing . tQ practice; whick rejecu experience. 
and brings tbtl principles of ,science "to ·things· 
",ot capable of receiving them;' whicb'tublti ... 
tutel Tisianary hypothesis for the solid test.of 
experiment, and bewilders the humaB mind in ti 
maze of opinions; when'it should be . employed 
ill . tlirecting to· action; aDd which 'wo"ld' pm
'ceed, as it :!'ere ptT ~ltU1B" from ·the fndub-', 
geBCe of theoretical 'systems to the execution of 
them. 'Bat t~ Cha&1il, : he justly remaiked,' 
was wide indeed between' the practice'and' the 
imaginary point.to which-those ft1.anni~ts would 
carry' things.: . That pedant 'pGllitidan, whO" 
thOught to make a political machine perfect i~ 
all its partSsud rrgular in aU its mo,vcments. 
thought '<l·that wbicll could exist obly in the 
imaginatio~; the varWa. cpecks and counter .. 



checks, by wbith 'he might hope to regulate' it. 
motions,' and correct its. aberrations, : would 
scrve·:only ·to'clog its' motions, jmpede its pro-
gTess,alld overload it with difficulti.e~., ; ; 

'l\1r~ Pitt confessed,. however, that, in t~e 
. adoption'of the 'present measure, he was governed, 
,in some 'degree, by a' J>finciple of another 
kina: . In contemplating the' benefits like1yto 
resuI t, fi'om i t~ he could ,no.t help" :considering 
what'sentimeilts it proclaimed, : andwhatdl'ects 
it would have on the 111inds 'and opinions of :the 

. world;' 'and, though' it had been con~ended, 
that it would tend ·to'mark .men ~ nut,. and to 
raise invidious distinctions in' society, he lvould 
~at;.' thai lif, it 'served' ~be . purpose of actual 
defence,: on i~he'orie hand; I or; ofinti~iWiti~g 
and overawing theeneiny, 'and'of baffling.their 
plans,on the- other~ it was not:. to. be reJec~cd 
because sOme persons were less alive'than othel's 
to the good 'of·the' country. He,'rega'rded it as 
an aCt'merelyvolimtaiyj havit1i'the sanction of 

-Parliament, which 'mixed ~thezcal' arid,~armt~ 
of individual will with the . power, .Ot .legal 
authority, ,and gave aneneigy'whiCh no law' 
could' impart ;-as- an 'aCt which. 'in~ere~ted the 
hearts of 'the', inhabitants of :ilie .. kingdom,: and 
'gave fresh, vigour to the cause in 'wllich w~ were 
engaged, .. by shewing, ,that lWt. o~y .the Leg~s • 
. lature, . but also the'individuals; of; this co~ntrYt 
were wa~m in the pursuit'of.thewar, as in~olv~ 



iog floery-thing which, was dear toman'in·it 
civilized -state; and, therefore, he hoped and 
trusted it would succeed. Nor was it ,to Eng~ 
land alone that this practice would, be confined~ 
for it would spread over the other- p:1l'ts of 
Europe. and tend to ~li8pe1 theddusion'which 
the present .rulers·of -France, and their ern is
saries and, agents, bad been artfully endeavour
ing to .excitein. every part of that quarter of 
the globe; .it:would shew them, that the hopes 
held out, tbat, ' if . they' invaded this c6UD try, 
they would find great numbers of followers 'and 
sup'porters, was a gross im'positionon the credu. 
lity. of the .French,. and a libel on the'loynlty 
of the people of England. He concluded with 
repeating his. assertion, . that the' bill 'was' agree:.. ' 
able to the spirit of the constitution; 'and 
bighly npedierit under the citcuinstances -of the 
country.-The bill. then: ']>assedwithout a-divi. 
sion. , I I' ' 

: The:Opposition:having proved 'unable: to. 

defeat the. Minister, .cntllis, :their favourite, 
ground, resolved 'to'rnake:another at~ck 'with; 
out delay.; , Mr. Harrison: was selected f0r' the 
purpose;. -and the s'ubject chosen ·was one ·\v Ilich . 
the party justly consi<leredas admirably 'caleb. 
lated -to secure 0 thepbpnlar prejudice in their 
favour, and to ~tom it against tb.eitopponents._ 

, They wisely .. tbought, too, tl~at a Dlore fit'seasOrt 



eould .not. be chosen for, such a idiscussioDi; 
tlJ.:m . the preseQt,. when the abuses of 'govern .. [ 
Illt',nt, . and the pr?fligacy. of placemeu.: and 
penstoJ].ers, "~ere· the. cons.tant subject of decla .. 
matiOJ;l ~. aU the patriotic reformers of the day~ 
It nvgbt have ;occQrred, indeed" to- a genuine 
patriot, ;tbat, when, the scale of . democracY' 
seemed t~ prepo1;l,derate', '. it. WM his duty'te). 
'thrQW w~t weight be could ioto ,the, oppo&itc 
8~ale~ iuste~l :of contributing his' iI\fluerice' to 
l:uake. it kick the beam.~Rutthe. :ouly conside9' 
ra.lio1,l whkh appears to hayc' entered' into ,the 
1111ud~ of tbe ,Opposition, at ,this p~iod,.'was;· 
'by w bat means, they c.oulcl best iojUre. tbe Minis .. 
1« in: tbe pllblicestimation,. and p1'Oll1ote' too [ 
c.a.Us.~:Qf his enemies •. 'of whatever, de~cription.' 
At leltSt,. theit co~duct ·was.- piecisely' s\lch: u; 
i' would have been, if they,bad been .actuated; 

.' ~xc:lu&iv..ely, by such moti'les. 1'\ , ,.~, ~::, " 

The notable plan which Mr .. Harrison propOtt! 
e.ed;,wu$ !the abolition of 'certaitl' pi aces and' 
pt!:{l~$, the: c\utailment. 'of others, ! .aM . tbe' 
fedq~ti()n of ,he &~lilie$ ti public: Qffic~ ........ H.e 
~-allt tQ leave;. qQtouched ~l N.1l'cCU1f.s under' 
£.~ pe", ~UOQW. and all effic~Jl' pla<:e~ uMer' 

. ,:£.j()O; ®t tQ ta~ all ~thet Wa.ries, iu a given. 
J>;rop,ortio\lo with \h~ e~ceptiPn Qf thos~ of tht 
jw.cJge~, Illmhassil,dQr$J and 15Qme f~w othir:t. ~'fhe, 
only pl~u§ible re.l~Qn..' ,,~hj~h.: be cant:wpt~d tlJ 



urge, in defenee oE ,the scheillCf was. that; as a. 
lauded, income of£:50oa was, ,by' the pressul'O 
of the tunes, redueedto £400~ ,thert,\Vas no:' 
reason wby tqos. who sllbsisted. on-the publio 
money should 1I0t submit to 'a similal' reductiotlt 
.... Two very Qbviou8 'circu.mstance5 sd:m ~holly' 
to have eluded the ~igilance· of ; this. acute 
ttatesmaD ...... Fifsfq that .tho &arne _cause which' 
reduced the value of. incoQle8. devivcd from land, 
contributed to decrease :tbevalue oi all: other 
incomes" in, at .. 1eaat, :an.e'll1al.degt61.-+:..An~ 
secondly, tha,t those who subsisted on the publie
money, laboured hard to gain thtir. subsjstenc~· 
tlnd were. at least,.as \\!dlentitl~d.tQ' elljoy it 
in Jeeurity, at the inheritor of land, who was: 
indebted to. the merit' of. his ances~pr$ far tile' 
property which he enjoy~ ~nd to the industry 
of the .f~mer for. the produ<;e wliich. it yielded. • 
'But l\h. Harrison had. not sagacityenougb ;to) 
cast even a flimsy Veil over' the real-' objet t of 
JUs motion; for be openly declared, '~hat it ,vas 
more particularly advisable: to t~xMilli&tcrJ.iB.; 
tbisway. bec;wse. by feeling the ; r.mart -of'.Iwar 
themselves,tbey might he.more readily inclined: 
to free. the. natio~ fram it~ ClltSe.: "Admitting, 
.hatthe diminution of their. saIa.rie.s wouW have. 
anY' influence on. th~ I:anduct· of, Miniat:eJs,;' it; 
Slll'cly might as ~well·operate·to prcn"ent.thfllil 
Cram engaging· jn & IF&r,. ho.w~yerj"st,: . ot',hoW ... 



~ver necessary for. the honour",and safety. of the 
cou~try, as induce them ,to ,accelerate . its ter"; 
mination \vhen oncebegun.~But·.s1tch: v~lgar. 
rlecla'!lation was wholly unworthjo()f a' serious 

, , 
answer. .' 

It was reasonably contended, on.the other 
.side, th.at nomoRey was so houourablyacquired ' 
as that which was earned by pubiic..services; 
and that the men against whom .this plan was 
'meant to operate,'as.an exclusive tax, merited 
a "very different distinction;~ they, sacrificed 
time and talents to their, country,' which, if' 
de,,:.oted to any other pursuits; would procu~ 
them ample fortunes. As ameas~l'eof economJ~; 
it was pointedly, l'idi~llled, i~ a poor and paltry 
a.ttempt; while,considered ill' a moresel'ious 
light, it was j~stly conde!l1ned as a direct inva: 
'sion . of :the . property' or individuals,' held; , 
'equally \vith la~ded estates, under sanctIon' of ' 
'iliel~~' .' 

1~he p,'etext of eCOilOtl1Y which W'as so 
'5trongly.l11'ged 'by the supporte~sof the motion, 
induced 1\1r. Rose to exhibit unequivocalpl'Oofs 

. of the economical dispG.sition of the l\Iinister; 
in the reduction' of. expens~s; by: the' .a~olition 
of s~lDe ofljces,;IDd: by til~'a40ption ,~f ~3.I~tu-'y 

. reforms intae,'yarioui,departments .of;gOve.m~ 
ment, -,to. the great -arlvanbge ,!oflthe' t'el'eo'uc. 
lHr.F.ox. who spoke' for a considerable1lm'e'iI. 
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support of tlle motion, ,being himse ifi:l&~~ 
"ery situatiou of the proposed obje . o'lr~ 
laxation, was J'educed to 'the necessity . 
s-h·ing such an awkward turn to ,his argumenf, 

, as exposed· him to a most severe- retort. He 
:Idmitted that the ~fficient offices of state weJ:e, 
in genera), not o\'erpaid, and ol~iected to th~ 
plan of interference with sinecme placeshel<l 
'for a term ofyeal's, 'or for \iJe, which he deemed 
f"lually sacred with· any pri"ate prop~rty. l,t 
was' not easy to percdve the justice' ot' this 
~istinction; for, to a l'(lmlllon understanding, 
it ,vould appear th~t sigecll're places, which 
,vere I~ot gi"en as the reward of public services, 
were, of aU places, those which had the' least 
claim to exemption fr~m any proposed tax.iI~ 
';"'as answered by Mr. Pitt ... who, in. one' of tlle 
most ingenious speeches thafm'anever deli\'erctl, 
'and of which no rfport, unfortunately, lias 
been pl'esen"ed, dissected Mr. Fox's arguments, ' 
,one by one, and, with ~ingulal' ti::licity, tunwd 
'them all- against himself. - , lie obsen·ed that, . ' 

. • I was present durin:; thi~ disc\lfsion, and was astoni,ll~d 
at the ingenuit; displayed by Mr. Pitt inl,isanswer to ~ir. Fox. 
-1 lQokcd iuto the papers of' the 'foll~wing day (or an adCtlU;lt 
~f his speech. And was greatly disappointed at finding; that riot 
only.the particular expressionl., and the two o( the argument, 

but even ill ~e" f(>irit ~d sub&tallce, (1.4 wboll{~ca!Je4, d~e 
re~ters.· ". 
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as l\!t., Fox admitted that the offices in questioll 
were not o\"erpaid even in tim<; of peace, it was 
highly unjust to abridge their profits during 
war, when the labour of them" was' so greatly 
i,ncreased. ,In, order to refute one argument 
Qfl\1r. Fox, who had ascribed his support of 
the present measure to the adoption :of the 
system, of, voluntary contributions; ':1\Ir. 'Pitt 
said it \vas only nec~ssary to state its substance 
in o.ther words ..... " That he would support a. 
~eaSUl'e of which he disapproved to, day, 
~nere1y ,because . another measure ,had been 
~rried . against him yesterday, and would 
l>alanGe. the, impropriety of ,aising voluntary 
contributions "ill the, first instance, byeom-' 
pelling contributions in the second." Mr. Pitt 

. l·eprobated. the ide~ of h3:ving reconrse to such 
~ean$ of supply; and observed; that the 
retrel,lchments which had beenmaue in ,the 
public expe.nditure, during his administration, 
were nol. intended so l11llch for a. saving to the 
public,. .a,s t<>-diminish the influence of th~ 
,Crown.-Fifty members voted for the qllest~on, 
and one hwulred and seventeen against it. 

Having adopted the necf:ssal'y measures for 
increasing the naval and illilitary force, iii ()\"der 
to prosecute the\var \~ith VigOtlf alld effect, Mr. 
Pitt -deeuled 'itexpe4ient. to enlarge the means 
t)f attack by emboJYlllg the riulbero~s emi· 
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~ftts frotB France who had .sought l'efugida 
tbis country. Those gallant men, among wham 
was the flower of the French nobility, were. as 
might be suppnsed, most anxious 'to' contribute 
tbeir~ifortsfor the demolition of a system which 
had produced the. most destructive effects, and 
'\Vilich,..lWtwitllStanding the pattial supportw hieh 
it experienced from a small discontented party ill 
,Parliament, and fl'On1 the disaflected out ofh~ was 
gen~raIJy held in deserved exeC1'atwn.. A bill 
was therefol'c. prepared" TO' enrble his MajestT 
!"Co employ subjects of }'nnce on. the CO'J:lt~ 
u .nent of.Europe, iIt the "rest Indies; Guem
,u bey and Jersey, and otller places/' This bill, 
like every othel: nleasu(e proposed by the 
Minister. for' humbling. the power ofrevoh~~ . 
tionary. :l;raDt'e, "'M strongly resisted by tb.e 

:Opposition.. -. Mr .. Sheridan, in particular • 
. taxed. ic with cruelty, for exposing Dlen in' 

. battle, to 'whom, it was well kno\'m,thek 
~nelnies . would give no quarter. He asked. 
'w hether. their· death would be reve~gefl by 
.retaliatiot1 011 the. Fl-ench prisoners in 'Our 
possession? -1\Ir •. Durk~ having. an~wered in 
the affirmative, Mr. Sheridan cleclahhed, witb 
great violence, against' WMt, by ali equal pel'~ 
verston of language al~tl of sentiment. be termed 
the ."arbal'ity .of .such a notion. It is by such 

.. J~gIJage as this, by .aspw·ipus philanthropy~ 



which is, nothing but cruelty in :disguise; - sq 
frequently manifested, by. theil; suppoiters, in 
.foreign countries, that.·the regenerated Hoeneh, 
who art',' indisputably, the most b~l'barous and 
~anguil1ary people in the whole ci"ilized woJ"ld, 
.]lave·beell encouraged- to gratify thosediaboli., 
leal' passions which.· the principles of' their 
rev.olutioneither engendered' or brought forth 
into action, and to slake~.thejlo thirst'for ve~ 
geanee with the blood :of the .ll1pst ·-.virtuous 
part of their O\\'n couritrym::lJ, and of innocent 
·strangers.-The impunit.y thus car1~ secured to 
·theJU,' .and for which the powers' combined 
.against thein have j'1Uvh to answer, 'has led to 
-the cOlllmissi~'1) of more atrociousmurdcrs; 
·to thc~~'1'petrqtion of ~l1ore acts of brutal 
revenge and wanton cruelty; ,to more exteD

,sh'e massacres; and to the destruction of 'more 
individuals, ,than have boeen witilessed,; in the 
same space of time, from the creation .to the 
present, moment.-Men, who, sink the senatu(, 
in the partisan, and who are regardless of 
consequences, so that they can but foil a 
l\Iinister, or embalTass a· go\'emment, may 
embellish. tlu:il' speeches with popular ·profes
sions, .and high.sounding. phrases of 'philan. 
thropy. But jt is, t1}(~province' of history to 

;stl'ip stIch orators of their tinsel c'ovcrillgs; and 

,to exhibit them to. poste.rity III their genuint: 
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tolours. The voice of truth will proclaim tile 
principle of retaliation, so loudly' reprobated# 
to be consistent alike with the tutesof Justicet 
ind the precepts of scripture.-Its adoption'ist 
jn fact, an act of humanity; since its necessary 
tendency is, by the operation of fear, to pre .. 

,vent acts of cruelty, and to save the lh'es or ' 
men.-And, when no other lneasure will pro~ 
duce the same effect, it is not onlY'justifiahle 
to haye recourse to it,. but itbfcomes a cluty tt) . . " 

. enforce it. ," 
The bm wag furtber .opposed;" as being 

impolitic' antI' unconstitutional, and Mr. Whit~ 
bread, and some others, who joined in the 
opposition, censured ministers ,'ery pointedly, 
for their' apparent astonishment at the objec-, 
tions which bad been made to it, justas if it 
were a matter of course, and perfectly conform-' 
able to law, to take into the servife if this 
countTJI all immense hody if. Romall Catholics, 
foreigners, and men who had taken 120 iest 'lv!tal-
er.:er. It was contended, that, by styling the 
emigrants" Subjects of France," Ministers had 
not only recognised' the French republic, but _ 
had 'admitted' the right of that govtrnment to 
treat them' as rebels, if taken' in arms. 'The 
effect of this wretched quibble, however, 'was 
800n done away by Mr. Pitt, who took: 'an 

,early 'opportunity, when the' bill was in a com ... 
VOL. IV. G 



mittee,. to substitute these words,~" Subjects 
. of the late most Christian King,'~ .instead .of 
those on which the quibble was built. On the 
third reading of this bill,. the subj~ct was more 
fully discussed than it had been before. Mr. 
Fox: then took the lead inoppusition to it, and 
accused the Ministers of having deserted the· 
ground on which they had originally professed 
to act.~They took up amIS to repel an aggres
sion, ans did not disclaim the idea of. treating; 
but they had ~w plunged th~country into a. 
bloody atld rninOl.\s war, without a. hope of" 
release but from a, wild and visionary project. 
By engaging the e~igrants in their service, 
they had avowed their determination to over
throw the existing government; and, calise-
quently, all our· suc~esses at· sea~ . all our acqui
sitions in the East ~nd West Indies had not 
the smallest tendency to basten the return of 
pea.ce,-nothing. but the absolute conquest of 
France could effeCt it .. 

He· compared the new government of 
France· with the old, and gave a decided pre~. 
fetence to the former,· though a government 
more hostile to the liberty of the subject had 
never been framed by man.-He denied, with 
an equal l'egardto truth, . the existence of any 
right to interfere with the internal concerns Qf 
that country, and professed to found his denia.l, 

. -



both on the ground of equity,and on' the posi. 
tive law of nations.' Alluding to .Mr. Burke's 
defence of the system of retaliation, he depre. 
cated the scenes of massacre and carnage, that 
might ensue from such a warfare i-though the 
least attention to passing events jn France 'might 
have cOBvinced him that. it could not possibly 
produce more massacres and carnage, than hact 
been committed,' without any sllch stimu1i.ls, 
every year, every,month, ano almost every day,' 

. since the first creation of tnat stupen~ous 
monument of human wisdom which ha4 so 
forcibly extorted bis applause and admiration. 
He inferred, from some events in our own hig. 
tory, and particularly in the two last rebellions~ 
the justification of' the Freueli go\"ernment in 
putting to death those whom they might take 
in arms against their country, although employ. 
eo by foreign powers.' Neyer were facts mor~ 
grossly perverted, ancI neHr was inference so 
false and unfounded. Indeed, . whethCf th~t 
inference be .considered as calculated to de tel" 
the ernigrants from entering' into the service, 
or as an encouragement to the regicides to m~r:
ocr them, for i, had' an equal tendency both 
ways,-it was alike reprehensible.' Wil11>0s
terity believe, that ady member of'the' British 
Senate could dare to contend, 'that rebeIs,'who 
had deposed and ~ll1f(le .. ed their'la\vful, and 

02 



unoflending; Sovereign; who; had' forcibly:' de
stroyed the constitution 'of their country, plun
dered and rnassadedit 'loyal inh~bitants;and 
usurped the Supreme power, hadthence acquired 
a leg~l possession of the' sovereignty, and&. 
right"to' put to 'death those subjects of'the 
monarchy who hadtemained true to their oaths, 
and, fdithful to 'theil" allegiance, for endeavour
ing to'recover the rights. of' the throne, . which, 
theS,·. in' common \vi th' 'the rebels ·themselves, 
bad sw.orn tQ defellci, and their own plundered 
property, 'which llad' been"wrested'from them 
,by the 'hand 'of \'iolencel~ To assert" such"'"3, 
right, was to confound right and"wrong, rebel
-lion and loy41ty, truth and perjUry!i It was 
to give. the attributes tif jaw' and justice"to 
fraud, Violence; rapine, ancl' murder !:':""But Mr. 
}'o~' did not stop even here;' he asserted,' tnat 
even if the emigrants should succeed in thdr 
efforts to restore the monarchy, ,they would 

. turn their- arms against us, iii the event of· any 
application for iiHlemnity on our part. ,; -" 

This virulent declain~tioll: wai satisfactorily 
answered by l\h. Dunda's' and 1\1 r~ nurk~.~, 
,The- former depJcted,in its true :<:oloul's, the 
hiMous system'o'l' the French go"ernment~. and 

, ,hav~ng shewn t~lat it, was equ.~Il:r hostile t~.~the 
safety of othe~ stat~s, and' to tl~<:' happlll!SS
t)f'its own people, maintained the necessity of 
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attempting tQ ~estroy i1:--And he truly observed, 
that no, means were so ,likely to produce this 
desirable end ,~ the ~ollection, under .one banner, 
of those unfortunate ~ufferers,.whose zeal must 
be kindled by a hatred .of, theiroppn;ssors, by 
a consciousness tbatthey soug~t for are,stora
tion .of their honours, their property, ,~nd their 
families, and that, they were ilctuated by a sin
~ere love of their country, and wer~' an,xious to 
restore to it the blessings of peace"loya'tty, and 
religion. " 

Mr. Dundas shewed, that the .right .of in
terference with the gQvern~ent pfQther coun·
tries, when necessary for the security of our 
own,. which 1\1r. Fox. had so peremptorily 
denied. was explicitly asserted by the best 
writers .on the ~aw of~ations,' particularly \>y 
Mr. Fox's own favourite author, Yatte1.--

• I had formerly occasion to notice Mr. Fox's duplicity, 
in arguiog thi. question of interference, in, my ~mmentl OIl 

Lord Lauderdale'. lettera to the Pee~ of ~cotland.--" The 
authority of .vattel Y~11 must a11~ to be decisive. particularly 
.ioee it wa. quoted by Mr. Fox. ,in ,uPPOrt of his own opinion 
on the question.--That opinion went 'to ,the, establishment of 
the geBeral principle, that one state has 00 right to interfere 

h~ the gIWernment, of MOtherstate.--a principle., thejultice 
of which .110 man cltn deny, and which. of course. so eminent 
• writer all Vattel could not fail to confirm. But ·Mr. Fox, 
with,. degree of inaincerity wbich might, perhaps, be ,xcu. 
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It was further to be observed, th~t thogewriter~ 
speak of inte~ference only in time of peace';
they had no notion of a. doubt ~ to bera.i'se~ 
about it in the case 'Of a hostile ~tate; much 
less of one from which an uriprov~k~d :aggres
sian had been received, and whose aim, anc;l 
principle, it was to' excite rebellion' a~nong~t 
all its "neighbours. ' . Mr., Dundas,adverting to 
the subject of retaliation, expres~ed his. unwil~ 
I1ngness to lay down any abstract' rule; the 
exercise of the right must be left to.-the cir
cumsta~ces which called forit. Generals, pos
s~ssed of as much wisdom and humanity as any 
man could boast of, . had' afknowledged the 

sable iii an advocate pleading in a court of justice~ but which 

certainly was unpardonable in the more liberal and dignified 
discussions of a British senate, omitted to notice :Vatters 
exception'to tbe general rule, which immediately applied to 
the point in quest jon :--- t~ If then," says Vattel, .. there be 
,t a~y' where' it nation' of 'a re~tltsS and mischievous disposition, 
... a;way~ ready to irifure others, to traverse tIlelr designs, and 
" TO RAISE DOMBS,TIC TROUBLES, it is not to be doubted, that 

\ .. ,all have a right to join, in order to repress~" chastise, and' 
',. put it evet after out of his power to injur~ them::*~A more 
complete justilicat,on~f the conduct of :England, and of the 
other Belligerent powers, could not have been offered. ' It is 
elvident~ tbat' the right, here asserted by Vattel; is foun4ed 011 

the natural principle of self-preservation."--Letler to the &1,1 
pr /.al/.€krdale. P. 85~ 86. . . 

* V;lttel, Book 2. Chap. 'IV. 
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necessity' of putting a Itop to cruelty by reta,.., 
liation; but it wa$ neither wise nor necessary 
to reduce this point. to defined or general prin .. 
ciples.-He denied the imputed inhumanity of 
accepting the protTered services of .the .emi ... 
grants, w.ho knew the value of what they 'had 
lost, and the prospect there IWas of regaining 
it ;-their desire to -serve ,v.as the result of free 
deliberation; and\ every one must applaud tho 
wisdonl and magnanimity of their choice. 

He defended our expeditions against the 
colonial possessions of our. enemies; o~ the 
groond that, by the loss of them,. they .were, 
deprived of their resources.~He . w~ less sue .. 
cessful, however, in vindicating the Ministers 
against the c11argeof imp~licyin forbearing to 
send timely assistance to the royalists in, La 
Vendee; for there can be little dou~t that. 
jf such assistance had betn afforded, early in 
the ye~r 1793, more would ha\'e been .done 
towards .the cfestructioQ of .the Republican 
government than by the combined efforts of the 
confederate armies on the frontiers. 

Mr. Burke entered more at large llpon the 
defence pf the le.r talionis,' w~ich, he affi~med,. 
was part of the' law Df nations, as founded on 
the law of nature ~.,-retaliation was the punish" 
ment pro\'ided for theinfr3Ftion of that ]a,!. 
and. to, inflict it, unde~ certain circtunstances, 
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was: as necessary to· !humanity ~s" it -, was . to' 
justice. . God forbid,: he< said, that the authors:, 
of murder should not find it recoil on their own 
heads!, The applica~ionof this ,principle mu~t 
indeed be 'modifiedby'prudellce, the'.essential 
consti,tu.ent and .regulator of all virtue;, bllt this" 
practical restriction left the principleitse1f un.im.,.. 0 

paired. 'The bill, was wmnly lllpported J;>y aU ' 
those members who had dismissed Mr~ Fox and 
his associates from their party, 'and W110 thought 
the measure the most etncacious '0.£ anY'which 
bad yet been adopted for aiming a vital blow: 
;ltthat J~cobin government; for who~ewelfare 
and success the Foxites betrayed such a feeling 
concern, and such a; lively s.emibility~ '0 Seveupee(s : 
only could be found, in'the Upper House,. to' 
oppose the principle of the 'bill, . ~hich'was, of' 
course, pa~seJ by a great majority. 

While the pl"Ojects of the Minister, for the 
support of the war, u11derwent this ample dis. 
£ussion, other suhjects, either immediately .con" 
nee ted ,with it, .or made to rise out of it, were', 
brought into debate, by the active Members of 
the Oppositiou. b the month of ,February,' 
(the .1ith) the Marquis of Lansdowne, had' 
made a motiun for'an address to the King, 
beseeching him to a\"ow his disposition, to treat 
,rith France for peace,' on liberal and disin
ure~t~d t~rms. His lordship dre\v, a most 
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gloomy picture of the atate of ,the .~oaljtioll 
against France, whkh. he . represented as a mos~ 
heterogeneous compositinn, utterly inadequate 
to the attainml'nt.of any of the professed objects; 
of the war.. lIe was supported by the Duke of 
Grafton, and the Earls of Guildford and Lauder~ 

.dale ;. and successfully opposed by Earls Fitz-
,william andCaernan'on, the. Duke of Leeds, 
Lords Sydney, Kinnoul, and Grenville. A 
declaration of Barrere~ in the National Con
vention, "t1~at England wished for pellce; 
". that England shall have peace; but that ~t 

, II must be by ,sacrificing .her constitution," wa$ 
quoted by the . opposers of the motioJl,. as 
fully expressive of the dispositional1d viewi of 
the French gO\'emment, respecting .thi8 coun .. 
try. The motion was rejected by 10," vote, 
against 13. . ; 

A motion, similar in t'ffect~ though more 
directjn expression, was made by.Mr. Whitbread, 
in the LOwer House, early in .theeD!luing I!lonth ; 
(on. the 7th· of March)· this gentleman con-, 
tended,. ,that howc\'er just and. ,necessary. the, 

. war might he; still the ,alliances which we. had 
contracted were highly ruinous and impolitic., 
lIe, therefore,., "proposed to .present, ~ l~emon~~ 
litrance to the King,. against. all the ,treaties' 

. entered into .with ~he, conffderate~ pQwers since. 
the c:orwnencement of., the: ",ar, (including, of 
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tourse, that·treaty with Sardinia; of,:whichthe 
House' had recently.declared iu. approbation) 
and for advising his Majesty to extricate him"; 
self from those engagements. In the course 
of this discussion, the most bitter invectives 
were lavished on the allies of Great Britain; 
while aU the atrocious proceedings of. the 
French government did not extort a single ani:"' 
mad version. The motion was resisted by l\ff. 
Pitt; as being nothing less than a motion for 
peace; for so' long as' the war ~ontinued,. it 
WQuid be indispensahly' necessary to form. as 
strong and as numerous alliances as we possibly 
'Could.-'-With respect to the particular merits of 
those treaties, by which. the, co~operation'of 
other powers had been secured, no arguments 
'had b~n advanced to show, that the terms were 
inconsistent with approved practice, or· with 
that line of policy which. had . received the 
sanction of . the' . House. Complaints. had, 
indeed, been' preferred against particular parts 
of the conduct of our allies,. s~me of them 
previous to the war" and others during. the 
war.· Thiscollduct, especially in the instance 
of . Poland, he. was by no m~ans willing to 

. defend; but t1;e question was,: whether we 
should allow one act of injustice to deprive us 
of the aid of those powers,' in.iresistillg the 
universal, systematic, injustice of our enemy?...,..,. , 



Whether Great Britain,the soul of a confederacy 
on which all our hopes depended, should . her
self, from motives of scrupulous delicacy, dis
soh'e it at a time when it was most her interest 
to strengthen and cement it?-It had been falsely 
stated, that we were bound, by OUI treatie;~ .to 
act with this confederacy, until each ~ember of 
it llad declared himself satisfied; whereas, on 
tlle contrary, it was provided, that whenever 
the places taken by the enemy should be restored 
to their original possessors, either party sl:ould 
be at lil,lcrty to conclude a peace. As to the 
"iews of our allies, concerning the future 
government of France,whate,"cr they might be; . 
Mr. Pitt expressly declared, that we were· 
engaged in a contest only so far as related to 
our own defence. On a division, there ~ppeared 
for the motion, 26,-against it, J 58, A similar 
motion was'soon after rejected in the House of 
Lords, by a majority of 96 to 9. 

Having been foiled, in all their attempts, 
to procure a cliallge in the general system, the 
Opposition 'now assumed a more limited gtound 
of complaint, and directed I their attention to 
the imprismled patriots of France. who had 
been seized, in 179!, on the territory of 
Liege, mthiu the Austrian posts. On the 
17th of March, . General Fitzpatrick moved, in 
the House of Commons, an address to the 
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Throne, representing that the detf!ntion of 
General La Fayette, Alexander, Lameth,. Burea~ 
de Puzy, and Latour Maubourg,· (three !Dern.:
bers of the Constituent, Assembly; who were 
arrested at the same'time)'was'injurious to his 
Majesty, and the cause of his allies; and, hum
bly beseeching his ~~ajesty to intercede for their 

, i:1e1h'erance~ in such a manner as to his royal 
wisdom should seem most proper. General 
Fitzpatrick, who had lived in habits of inti
macy with La Fayette .. pl'bnounced . a strong 
panegyric' on his unfortunate friend, who, 
according to his representation, w~ a Pllragon 
of honour, and a model of patriotism.-Fl'om 
llis conduct, in the French Revolution, ,strange 

. to say, the Genel'al inferred, that he ,vas a 
firm friend to, his murdered' Monarch, and a 
determined enemy to the Jacobin 'Govel'n
nlent!-The m()tion was seconded by Colorie! 
Tarleton, and supported' by.l\Ir. Fox,'a~d the 
other members of the, Opposition. But the 
House did n~t, at all en~er into their feelings, 
on the subject, nor yet ,consider tue character of 

,La Favette in the same point of view with 
themse·lves. We' had,. however,' 0:0 parti~ip~~ 
tion in the arrest of these" patriots, 'whiC;h took 
place· before wcrwere en~ged in: (the ,wa~; 'and, 
consequently, we ~ould have neither tight nor 
pretext to interpose'in their he~~lf. It, was 
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pertinently asked, on what ground we could 
pretend to interfere ?-What charter could we 
produce, for being guardians of the consciences 
and councils of the potentates of Europe?
And it 'w~s aptly' remarked, as being singular, 
that this recommeooation should come from 
those who denied the tight of interfering in' the 
affairs of France; who, when they heard of the 
murdet and imprisonment of thousands in Paris, 
and were themselves daily witnesses of the 
affliction. of the emigrant priests and nobles, 
could suppress' their philanthropy, because it 
was wrong to meddle with the concerns of an 
independent statf.'. 

Mr. Burke and Mr. Windham were parr 
,ticularly distillguished, iii. this debate, for· the 
keen irony, and happy sarcasm, which th~y 

directed against those spurious philanthropists, 
. who could contemplate, ,with calm indiffer~nce, 

the murder and ll1iscry of persecuted royalists, 
-while. their most tender sensibility was excited 
by the suffel'ings of patriotic reformers, whose 
wild 'and visionary schemes had brought their 
Monarch to the' scaffold, and their country to 

. desola:tio~ and wretchedness! . In the cpurseof 
their argum~nt, the opposition had laid a great 

'stress on the incons.istency of gual'antt'(:ingthe 
'Constitution of 1789 to the inhabit~nts of Tou
lon. while its r"under. - La Fa)'Ctte, was con-
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signed to a prison. Mr. Pitt, therefore, entered 
into an explanation 'of the transaction at Tou
lon.'--c-He stated, that Lord Hood had pr9mised' 
protection to the inhabitants, if. they would 
make an explicit declaration in favour ~f mo~ 
narchy.· They declared for the Constitution 
of 1789, and begged him. to keep' the place in 
trust' for Louis XVII.-He did so ;-and: the 
restoration of the' place, at the conclusiqn of 
the war, was the extent of the engagement int? 
which he entered .. With regard to the pre
tended attachment of the royalists to La Fa:" 
yette, there was no mim, he believed, .who less 
possessed the esteem of that party, and no man'p 

,certainly, less deserved' it than he: who' first 
preached the doctrine of the sacred duty of in
sUFection against· his Sover~ign. Forty-eight 
nlembers voted for the motion, and one hundred 
and fifty-five against it. 

A motion, however, not so easily resisted, 
and supported by arguments much more plau
sive, and even cogent, was brought' forward, 
on the 10th of April, by Major' Maitlandt • 

respecting the failures and disasters of the last 
campaign, at Dunkirk and at Toulon.:-He im:' 
puted. our ~ant of success to a departure from 
the plan, originally' settled by the Congress at 
Antwerp, for concentrating the combined force; 
the first instance of whic~ departure was exhi-
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Lited in the detached tJlterprize of the })uke 
of York against Dun~irk, . which took forty 
thousand men from the Prince of Cobourg's 
army, and so compelled him erentually to raise 
the siege of Maubenge.-Nor. :were the promp:
titude and . dispatch, . which all such detached 
expeditions imperath'e1yrequire, displayed on 
the Ilresent occasion. ·At;a unaccountable delay 
of four weeks took place after. the surrender of 
Valenciennes. The Duk~ of York appeared 
before Dunkirk on a given day, when the gu~ 
boats from England w~e appointed to, meet 
him.-But through a culpable neglect, in the 
departments of the Ordnance and the Adm~ 
raHy, not one of them appeared.-The con
~quellce was the defeat of our troops, follo"'ed 
~y a retreat, attended wi~h the loss of stores, 
cannon, and ammunition. 

In regard to Toulon, he accused Lord 
Hood of ha\'ing gained possession of th~ place 
on condition of restoring .the constitution of 
1789. and of ha\:ing subsequ~ntly chapged the 
terms, by promising .. them" in bis declaration, 
only sucb a government as should be agreed on, 
which subjecte~ them to the ,revival. of their 
ancient despotism. He .then landed only 1800 

men to protect a line .. of fifteen miles against 
10,000 m~; and yet, notwithstanding the state 
of "comfortable.s,ec\lrity" in w~lich Lord Mul-

. , 



gtavehad professed to feel hin~selt; ,v hen 'he 
took:' the command, ,~ith an addition of 2000 
men; \be' was 'so'on ,after unable to maintain 
himself,' with 1 $,0'00, against the attacks of 
S5,000. Lord Hood. was further charged with 
havingj in' the 'midst of the~e transactions, of 
his own accord, and withoutanyhistruc'tions, 

, sen,t four ships' of the line to Brest, as a present 
'to the enemy; and with 11aving, at last, made & 

precipitate and sllameftil retreat, leaying 
thousands oftbe loyal inh~bitants' to glut 'the· 
vengeance of the' conquerors. ' 

TheJacts'advanced in opp~sition to 'these 
charges, ,":hich no reasoning, and nothing but 
facts, could repel, were these:-That the attack 'b'r 
D'unkirk was undertaken with the full concur' 
~eilce of the Duke oCYol'k, "and of the othb.: 
commanders on the Continent, who approved 
both of the tillie and mode of its execution. 
Thltt its capture was an object highly desirable, 
'and was, prevented 'solely by the uncommon' 
efforts of ' the enemy~ who, with surprising 
expedition, collected 'an iilltnense forc~, suffi~ient 
to beat the 'covering army, 'under' l\Iarshal 
Freytag; to which circumstan'cealone; iliid not 
to the want of naval co-operation, was' the 
faillll'e of the attempt' to be attributed~-No 
blame 'could attach to the Ordnance D~partment,. 
for' the gun~boats were fitted ouf with' tIle 

, I 
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tt~atest possible expedition, and arrived at the 
place of destination only two days after th~ 
appointed time. The retreat from Dunkil'~ 

was stated to be orderly and slow; the- number 
of c~nnon left behind was only thirty-eight, and 
all of irOI1: and the diversion which this expe
dition created, produced the fall of Quesnoy: 

But, notwithstandin~ this detence, the 
expedition to Dunkirk ,appears to have been ill· 
conceived, and worse conducted. The import. 
IlUre of keeping the combined army united, 
in order to make the, desired impression on the 
.French, who always act~d jn one immense and 
compact body, was. self~evidept ; .and the sepa .. 
,ation of 40,000 men could not fail to te~ter 
its operations, and to defeat its grand object. 
Admitting, howC\oer; what cannot be denied, 
that the acquisItion of, Dunkirk was most 
desirable, in order to secure a sate port. for 
our vessels,: and an open communication with 
the Continent, which might, with proper pre
cautinns, be Jefended again~t any force which 
could be 'brought against it, it was an opera.tiOli 
that ought to hne be~n executed as soon as 
concc;ived j not a moment, at least, should ha~'e 
been lost, after the reduction of Valenciennes,' 
iu making the attempt i and it should have bt:en 
made with a force amply sufficient to ensure it~ 

success. All other objects ~11ould. for the 
VOL, IV. H 
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rnomentL have .been sacrificed to this, to .1VhicT1 
the llndivided attention of the w-ho1e army. 
~hould· qav€ been directed.:.:;;.;)3ut, by t11\ injudir 

, ~ious pian of. carrying 011 offensive, operation& 
ill two differe~t quarters; at the same time, the 
allies w,el;e defeated at both points. Besides,. by 
the tardiness of the proceedings afterihe attack 
was begun, the;enemy had ampie'time ~o throw 
what reinforcements he. dIOse into the.towD, I to 
ad~pt every measure of defence,. and to coUect. 
an immense fo~e,' s4fficient to overwhelm. as.it 
-were, the. besieging, and : c~vering , armies; 
whereas, ,i·t i~ cel'tahl thatlw~en, the :,British 
army first. appro~~~ed t~epla:ce, it'r~' .v,ery' 

. b':l(UX prpvldeq -U:1th all the means of. re~lstancef 
and:\vould, ~n a~l probability,ha,;e: ~een. m;table 
to witQst?-nd. ~ pl;omp,t ~n4 y\gO~O\lS a,ssault .•. ~ 

In answer to the' ch~~ges on
J 
the s~bjec~ of. 

T~ulon" ,it was ob~e~ve~. on, the J)a~t:. of 
Ministers, that almost, the whole, of tha~pla~ . 
,vas condlicteti ',vithout'. :a~y . ~~mmHni~ation.' 
wit1~. the cabinet;' and ~hat!h,~ ,speedy ,~l1e~ti,!n, 
1:)1;' 17~OOO men, hi the ,midst of, o~hef, milita~y,' 
operations of great impo~·tatlce. ,was ~ suffic~n~, 
pl'Qof of their zeal ,and; dillgt;nce in p!'(;Jmoting, 

, i.ts success~. Lord' ~~~lgrave, 'on,1;lis part, ~el~ied' . 
tha.t the restoration 'Of the.constitutiEH1,of J1S9 
was understood~ -by eith~r party. as a' defi~i1r~~ 

. tu:tangeme.nt. In ~espe~t to the ~iege,. ,i~st~ad., 
, ' 



tJf a line of fifteen miles, as as."erted, the farthest 
pVlt was Dot two miles distant from the centre ot' 
ToullJll;-'and his si~uation was such as fl111y t(J 

justify the expression of his security at the time 
whl'n it was used. CataUx,'8 a.l"mYf though 
amounting to 10,000 men, .consistcrd of the 
WoNlt • troops in ,France. Lyons llad Dot then 
yici(led' to the authority of the Convention ;
and he was given to e"pt"Ct a co-operation OD 

the part of the PiedmontelW geDeJ'a~ De VinlJ. 
Stilf, though disappoh1ted in IUs expertatioDs, 
had the galTi50~ of Toulon been wholly com· 
posed of British troops,-he waf coctfitlent of 
his ability to hold the place till that~ery hout. 

~rr. Pitt undeftook. the dcience .of ' Lord 
Hood against the cbarges which affected bim 
penonally.-The four ships which bad been, 
lent to Drest contained six thousand republi~lUl 
seamt'~ who were riot.oul, lingo"ernable, and,. 
nowedly, hostile to the English; and it was 
thence absolutel) neces.'iitry to send away one 
part of the fieet in onlt'r to secure the other. 
The e\-'acuation of tht: town, and the destructio~ 
of the ships and magazines. were' execu~ed in a. 
Inanller which cUimed the highest praise ;-ann 
he an'ned, in the tnost lmlemn manner, tha,t not 
a single penon 'was left behind who wi~hed to 
ICaYe the place. As to the m,assacres which 
followed, they- had beea so general !hrOllghout' 

H ~ 
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France, as to afford a strong presumption that 
'a:ttachment ,to the English was not, in this par .... 
ticular instanc~the cause of them. The, House 
were satisfied with these reasonsrand rejected the 
1notion for at). inquiry by a hundred and sixty. 
eight votes against thirty-til·e. 

A new' subsidiary treaty had lately been 
concluded with Pru.ssia, wh~ had evinced a. 
strong disposition tn desert the. confederacy 
whieh she had been the most anxious to 
promote.-That it was wise to prevent this 
.desertion by pecuniary sacrifices, ill the' present 
'state of affairs on the Continent, must be obvious • 
to all, who cOllsid~r the stake for which Great 
Dritainand her Allies were contending; that it 
was rilOre consistent too,. both with 'policy and 
,with economy, to pay for his troops than to raise 
~len at home for: the same purpose, is equally 
manifest. Dy tbis treaty,thePrussiaal\Ionarch 
engaged to supply 62,OOO'rnen, to co-operate with· 
the Allies, on cODdition,of reeei,ving the sum of 
.£400,000 for their equipment, ·and a furthe, 
bum of £, 50,000 a month, during their sen-ice; 
~v hieh, with o~hel' necessary expenses, would 
f01'111 a total of £1,800,OO(}, of .which the 
States-Generalr who were parties to the treaty,. 
,had agret;d to pay £400 000. 

This treaty, when submitted to ~arliament,. 
.was st~'~ngly opposed in both Houses.;, in, th.e 
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Upper House, howevei', only $ixpeers di,'ided' 
~gainst it. It was discussed, in the Lower 
'}Jouse, on the 30th of April, when it was 
defended by Mr. Pitt, chiefly on the two ground-s 
above stated-the economy of the arrangement; 
and the propriety of employing foreign troops 
in preference to nritish on sllch a service, On 
the . other hand, both the policy and the 
economy of the measure were impeached by' the 
Opposition, who contended that we were paying 
the King of Prussia. for fighting his own battles; 
that, compared with the lubsidy to Sardini:l, 
the sum to be advanced to him was exorbitant; 
~nd that. by this step, he had ceased to be a 
principal in the war.' But, however reprehen. 
sible the conduct of the King of Prussia might 
be, and unquestionably was, the true point for 
consideration was, whether, in the actual state 
of the war, it was prudent anti politic to pay 
for his slIpport,:which by no other means could 
be ensured. The House decided that it was~ 
and thirty-two members invain protested against 
this decision. ' 

The eccentric cODduct of, the noblepreai-. 
dent of the Revolution Society, who ~ad 
adopted all the wild and destructive notions of 
the French revolutionists, had manifested itself 
in ,'ariou8 ways, and on various occasions; 'but 
in no irutance haa it assumed a more ~arked 



;.nd decisive character, tba.o in alongl speech 
which he delivered in the House of .Lords, on 
the 4th of April,. when' he!: loudly, conde~l1ned 

, .tlle ' war,l't:probated ·,the· cruet aud kon'id 
I)bject' of it-.-the restoration of Monarchy .in 
france; and .was g~ilty of a mo.sthorrible pel'~ 
version. of scripture, by (Juoting neady" tlu: 
whole of the ~ighth chapter of' the, First Book 
'of: Samuel, in pl'der. to prov~ that Kings,'we-rc 
considered by the Sacred W'l'iters, .and by, God 
himself. as 'a curse upon mq,nkilld! ' In such 
fjoJ,ent al1d indel:.'eat terms was the rf;'solution 
praWJl "IP. whic4 he inttoduced at ~he close Of 
his speech, that the Lord Chancellor, with the 
·unanimous approbation of the House, declined 
to read the pream bl~ ; . and declared, that if the 
pobl~ ~arl had used the same language in' any 
other place. it WOJll4 hav~ called for ereniplal'JJ 
pUIliskmmt! " ., 

The historiah would ill discharg-e his duty, 
jf he suffered such' a ckclaratioll to passsu. 
lilentio. That every possible allo\\'unce is to be 
mad~ for llnguarded~xpressjon\ used,in th~ 

. heat of debate, by members' of the Great 
Coun~Hof t}!t,Statei the freedom of <leliate, 5Q 

~ssentia.l to the preservation (If constitutional 
freedom, imperiously requires; but thatanymem .. 
ber of either House should ,be allow'ed to 

"pqmlllit a' deliberate bl'ea~ll4 pf the laws) 11114 
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to uttersentimeots, and to use tanguage, coolly 
and 'lpt?Dtaneously,' not in a reply; but on a 
fiubject purposely introduced by himself, which 
would expose auy'other person to a criminal 
proseclltion,' it· is impossible to adinit. The 
right. ·and. prlvitegesof the members .of 
both . Hous,es' -of Parliament aile sufficiently 
extensive, and defined with sufficient clearness; 
but without a gross perversion of tt'rms it is not 
possible to give 'sOch & latitude of comprehen
sion to the ~ freedom of debate,". which is one 
.~r their und()Libted privileges, secured to them 
by theil' Sovereign, at·. the openin'g of every 
:Parliament, as to'include the. right of uttering 
a gros& libel, :not" extorte(~ by the remarks of 
other!, not p-!,o'voked by any. discussion calcu
lateel to produce warmth and irritation, bUt a 
cold, premeditated libel, which would, subject 
nny other person to exemplary punishment. 
Then! is lio law to justify such'an exem ption ;-it 
is repugnant to justice,.-and at "ario1llcewith tile 
6J>i·rit Ilnd principles of the Ikitisb (!onstitutioll . 

. Neither the end for which the freedom of debate 
. was originally sanctioned, nor. t~ object. which 
it js intended to secure, ~ould justify its exten-

·:sion to the uuwafl"antable' conc1uet. of Earl 
Stanhope on the present occasion ;,....whose words 
ought certainly to have been taken down for the 

. p)J.t'pose of instituting some ulterior proceeding 
against him. 



.. : :SUcll; however, was, th~ iQdignation of:thet 
J-Ipu~e,on hf!il.ring this inf"mous resolution read, 
t4~t Lord Grenvill~ ,said h~ would ~ot' insult 
,the l;lnderstlJ.ndings ,of ~hdrLordships,\ nor.bjs 
own, by f.ntering iQto an, argull}ent against;,~t, 
And,. after jt haP be~n negat~'f~(J by every voice 
jn the House, except Lord Stl\l1hop~'s; ,he, .said· 
that, a~ th~ obj~ct walJeyidently to place t:hc 
'Ianguag~ . ,:)1}, r~cQrd" 4e hope'll to, ~lefeat . it· by' 
J:novitJg, that th~ resolp.tiol}- pe ~xp!l~ged from 
the jo~rnal!j of" thf! IJouse.' :,:.oro Stanhope's 

,rfJllP'p.~trapc~s against this motioQ we.r~ vain, 
and it passed without a ~lissentient.voice,...,.-nut 
three dan after, a Scottish Peer \\'3;8 fo~nd. to 
Mlopt the seqt~ments of his Lords}lip, an.d to cen~ 
~urethe House for their cond'uct. It will easily 
be imagined th!J:t this Peer was the Earl of La"~ 
derdale, the fricll<l of .Brissot. He complained 
that the privileges of the House bad been 
grossly violated by tpe o}nission' of LQrd Stan., 
hope's pr~am.ble, when the re&olutioJl was rea{l 
from the Chair j andt aft~r such declaration on 
the s\lhj~ct, lle moved, "That every mQtion 
" proposed by. 3;nyLord ot: parliament, anq 
" given to th~ ~p~ake~ of that !louse, ought 

." to he ju.s~ in th~ words given, by the mover; 
" and the question of cont~nt o~ not content 
~c decided upon it in . th~t. form." This, as a 
B~neral proposition, w~s admitted to l>e a tr.1-\" 



loa 
ism, but jt was contended, at the same time, 
that the House ~ad a discretionary power to 
alter the words, or form, of any motion, at the 
ImggestioD of the Chair;. and that, in the pre.· 
sent instance, this power was exercised for the 
approbatiOll pf the Uouse was uuel)\livocally 
l'xpresscd, To get rid of tbe question,' there. 
fore, w.ithout affecting the prilidple, a p,lotion 
for adjoUIJlU1fPt ~'as 'lIad.~ apd carried, 
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. CHAPTER XXIX. 

, 
Increased,auda~ity: of th~, $editious Club_Gen~r~~tin; 
, of the Lon~on Corresponding Society-Seditious fesol,,-' 

tions or" the Society (or co~titutional' information
Infiammat~ry addresi' of the Corresponding Society":" 
Inditate t,be necessity of redress, and the means of ob
taining it-Re.olve to assemble a General Conveation of 
the People - This address approved, and circulated by 
the Constitutional Society-Committees ,appointed, and 
seditious publications' distributed -:- Public, Meetings
Muns adopted for supplying the disaffected with Arms
The Secretaries, and several Members ,of the Societie&, 
are apprehended, an4 commi'tted for t;ial-Their 'papers 
and books laid before the House of Commolls-A com
mittee, appointed to examine them-First report ~f the 
Committee brought Op by Mr. Pitt-His, speech on the 
~ubject-He traces the origin and progress of the Societies 
-Their connection with' France-'With the British Con
Y,ention at, Edinburgh-Proposed Com'ention intended to 
tupersede the Parliamet;lt, and to exercise full Legislative 
powers....:.Mr. Piltmo\'~ fO,r leave to bring.in a Bill to 
enable his Majesty ~o arrest, and detain all persons sus
pecled of t_sonabl~ conspiracies for a limited time
'Opposed by ~Ir. Fox'-:"He dliends the Societies as friends 
ofpeaCe-M,aintains the legality of thllir conduct-Ap
prm'es ef a Convention-Considers the Bill as'destructiv~ 
of the Constit~tion--:ls iollo~ed by Mr. Grey and Mr. 
Sheridan - Th'e latter :calls the Secret Committee. Ihe 
Committee of Public Sqfety. and styles Mr. Pitt,. the British 
Barrere-Motion Carried ~y 'two hundred an<J one votes 
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to thirtl.uu-BiJlop~d on the, third reading-Mr. 

CI'eJ" Speeeh-Vindkatt!& the conduct of tbt! SOCieties
Abuli~ 1\Ir. Pitt-Mr, Pill, vind1cated from Mr. Grey's 
charge ttl duplicity Ind 8p~staey-Falw 1IIl't"rtions of the 
"Pp<lIilion corrected by Mr:Dunda_Mr. Sheridan threat

./(11 to desert hi. dllty in Parliament if the Bill passes

Mr, Windham rWicnle. the arguments of opposition, and' 

c:all.J them a Cool1nillee tif J4CDhi"s, andp.rii.,'ans rif 
AOUJrr:/'y-Angry Speech of Mr. Fux-AHlINI his pre
ference of III. mllst unjust fHIJ.u O\W tM 1IIosl jus. I/'ar 

-Regards the Bill a. holding bur eflcouragem(\/lt 'to our 

(o~ign and domestic enemies-Btn aefellded by Mr. Pitt 
-The (olldel and e,i/ telllleocy of 'Mr', J;ox's arguments 

demon.traled-The Seditiou. Clu~ enl~lIaina dift"erent 

opinion of the Bill from th8~ allowed by Mr. Fo,,-Bill 

palled by one hundred Illd fortl-six to twenty-eigbt rote_ 

Carried In the HoUle of Pet!!'S by one hundl'ed Rnd eight 
-to 'nine-Second report of the Seem CQmmitlee-Joint 

-.!dress of tbe two I-Iouses OR th41 Iilme - Mr. Sheridan I 

propo_ a Bill for enabling Romeo Catholics &0 hold 

rommi8liooa ill the Armr and Navy, by abolishing the 
existing test, and by IUbstituti'n! • De~ oath in ill slead

Mr. Dundas mow. theprevioul question, which is carried 

without 4 divi.ion';"'Mr, FM expr6llll.'S his approbatioD of 

tile abolition of' In telt_Lord Hawk«bwy'~ Bill for 

enforcing 'the Navigation Laws-Prosperous stale of com
merce-Increase of Shipping and SejlmeD~lndij\n'Budget 
opened by Mr,Dundas-lbcreased prosperity of the East 

India- Gompany-Reso!utions moved by ~lr. 'Pox, con
dellmilig the war. and cens\lring t.he COritll\ct of Mini.ters 
-COOtoeuds klr tll., in1"policy of demiJlishing the sylltelll 
of Jatobini.m. 1I\'jtbout baving some" adequal~ substitute 
prepared-Magnifie~ the reKlurces ofFr:mce,and depr"~ciates 
th~seof Great Britain-Encourages the S&:ditious Clubs 

to continue their meeling~Reconimendl an immediat~ 

lIegotiaiion for peaai-Is Jupported br llr. Sberidim; who 
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declares all the traitorous' designs. 'imPl!ted by the Secret 
Committee to the Clubs, to befalmlous plots, 8ndforged 
l'07lSpiracies-The Committee vindicated' by, Mr. Pitt 
against the false aspersi~ns ot Mr. Sberida_Mr. Pitt is 
called to order-Unsteady conduct of the Speaker-Mr. 

, Pitt answers Mr. Fox-Proves him to kave contradicted 
his own avowed principles on the question of interference 
-Preyious question carried by two hundred and eight 
against fifty- seven- Similar resolutions moved, and 
regected, in the House of Peers-The 'leaders of the 
l"vhig Party accept situations under government-Their 

,eonduct explained and defended-Attacked by Mr. She
ridan-'"His panegyric on Mr. Fox-Its value estimated-

,Mr. 'Pitt's Speech-Exposes the fallacy of Mr. Sheridan', 
8tatements-Ridicule~ the notion of his own unpopularity 
in America-Expresses a hope that he Play be always as 
unpopular with Jacqbins as Mr. Sheridan is popular with 
them~pposipon to Jacobinism the best basis' of popu
larity .... Mr. Pitt explains the grounds of the union between 
the Whig-leaders and the Ministry-Vindicates their prin
ciples. and nnfoldstheir policy-Parliament prorogued
View of the conduct of opposition during the Session
Its tendenty to inspirit the enemy and to encourage the 
dis.1fiected-Probable motives and designs of Mr, Fox
Contra~t between his cor-duct and that of Mr, Pilt. • 

. (1794.] The conviction ~f the persons 
trie4 for sedition, in' Scotland, far from haying 
the effect of stopping the progress of disaffec
tion in the southern parts of the island, seems to 
ha\'e inspired its yotaries with fresh confidence, _ 
and with greater boldnesss;- at least, such 
must be supposed to have ,been the casel" if their 
·disposition were to' be inferred from their 



language in prhoatc, and their professions in 
public., The leaders of the two great SocietieS', 
in London, the Constitutiunal and the Corres~ 
ponding, directt:d their aspiring views to 
nothing less than the formation -or a popular 
legi .. laturf', not only distinct from, butdirecrly 
opposed to, the constitutional legislature. 011 

the £oth of January, the London Conoespond. 
jog Society had a public meeting, and 'a public 
(Iinner, ill announcing which to their mem· 
Lers and adherents they endeavoured' to impress 
liD tht;ir minds the necessity of some strong 
and decisive resolutions. In the letter which 
their Secretary addressed to the Secretary of t.he 
Constitutional So('iety, it was obsen-e~-" It 
,e is now time fi)r us to ~o somethins '~ortlIYof' 
H men ;-the brave defenders of 1i,per,ty, sOli,th 
.. of the English, Channd, ° are' pe~forming 
" wonders,~clri\"ing their enemies before them, 
.. like chaff before the whirlwind!" And the 
ConstitutKlI1al Society, in certain resolutions, 
passed 011 the 17th of January, compared the 
Scottish judges. who lrad cond('tell their 
friemls, to J uelgl: J etT~reys, and threatclII:o him 
with a similar fate.'" 

it There FCsolurions, ""hicb were pa9Sed after tile cOllvictiolf 
of the personJ tried for 5eihtion iASwlland •• peak a lan&uag~\ 
at once so bold ~nd &0 plain; as to r~move every doubt IIlI to 
the intentions of those who, fTaRle<! tbem, fii'om tLe mind of 
Icepti.cism itaelf., ••• " R~solved. that law J;ea~e!t to be an object of 
.. ?bedieuce,wlienever it becomea a.Q instrument of oppres5iono" 



no 
At a meeting of the Corresponding Society, 

which was most numerously attended, a spmt, 
pertectly ronfonnable with the yiews of those 

They h~d repeat~dly declared, that the prosecutions, and 
lentences' for Seaitious·' practices were groSs ~cts of oppression; 
and, therefore, it fullows, of necessity, that, in their estimation. 
the .time'bad actually come, whe~ they wer~ ellempted from'all 
Obedience to the law8. " ' 

. ' .. Re~olved, that we call to ~ind, witl! the deepest satis~ 
., factionj the merited fate of the infamous Jefferies, once Lonf 
« .Cbief Justice of ,England, who, at the zra of the glorious 
H revolution, for the many iniquitous sentences which he had 
rr passed, was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. ' 

.. HesolvedJ that those Who imitate his example deserve 
rr hi, fate. 

U Resolved, that tIle Tweed, though it mar divide coun ... 
... tries, ougbt not. and does not, make a separation between
.. th05'C prlnciplei 'Of common 6everity, in which Englisbmen 
.r and Scotchmell are equally interested i 1hat illjustice in Scot~ 
" land is injustice in England s and that the sarety of Englis~ , 
.. men is t:nJangered, whenever theirbretlu-en in Scotland,. 
fI for II COllduct tvlUck entitles them to'tlre apJn'ObtJ.~ion of all u.iser 
rr ud the 5uppm·t of .ll brave, men, are sentenced to Botany 
i, Bay;.~-a puni$hment hitherto inflicted only on fulons.. 

,,' Resolved, that we see with regret, but we 100 without 
!<" fear, that the periOO is fast approaching, when the libenies of 
" . Brito~ must depend not upon reason, to which they have 
" long appealed, not on their powers of expressing it, but 011 

H their firm and undaunted resoluti.n to oppose tyra~I1Y by the 
.. same means by which h iii executed." 

Tbi. resolution contains a direct anclellplicit threat to 
oppose the laws by force. --~ Reason and argument having, 

.accord;ng to them, failed to produce die desired effeCt, recourse 
n~t De bad to I_ani of compulsion. 

.. Reoah~ tlIat weappro\'e d' the eondact of the Brhi.h 
.. Conl'elltwll, wbo. though assailed by force. 'have bot beed 
'O, auswe~dbY4'lt'lmeut&; ~d wh~ 'alllikethe members of. 
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w110 had called it, was displayed; iI. ,violent 
address to the Jleople Qf Great Britain iUlU 

Ireland, coutai~ing a long' detail o{ imaginary, 
gl'jevancts~ including the Irish Convention Act~ 
and the suppression of the Scotch ~onvention, 
,,'as read, approved, and 10,000 .copies of it 
onJereu to Le printed and eirculatt'd. In thi~ 
address, langu~e was useu too plain to be 
misunderstood. a~d unfolding views .which 
admitted, llot of misconC't'ption or dOl1.bt, It~ 

framers taught their Enlgish followers to believe, 
that-.the saUle persecution which th¢ patriotlf 
of Scotland. and Ireland had experienced would 
be exteh(ied to thern.-It was one and the same 

.corrupt arid corrupting influence, wl,lk~ now 
domineered in Ireland, Scotland, nd England, 
Could it be believed that those who had Seil,f, 

"irtuous Irishmen Isnd Scotchmen, fettered: 
with felons" to. Botanv nav.didnot nlcditate,. . . -. 
and would Aot attempt. to send them to 'the same: 
place?-Or, if they had nO.t just ~ause t,~ 

apprehel1c, tb~. same in'human treatment; it~ 

instead. ,of' the most iJllminent dallgt'l', they 
~ere in perfect satetY. frbmit, shoulci they nt~t 
dis«l.1in to (njpyanyliberty, or pri\'ikge, .. vh~t-

., certaiil i1~sembly, have PO interest di:ltinct froro the common 
"body of tbe people. • 

. ';' J4!~lved. tllal a copy:of the above re50lotieJll' be trans. , 
" mined to Citizen Skirving, Stcr:eta;y to the Briti5b Conven-
" lion, who is now impri~ed undt!l' wlour of law in die 
" Tal~th of Edinbl1llh."~-4irll R~rl~C011t.oJSec; l.ll,!!!: 
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ilvertin which. their· honest Irish and Scotclf 
brethren did not equally, and as' fully,- parti ... 
cipate with them? Their cause, then, was the 
same with their- own; antI it was' both. their 
duty and their intefest to stand or fall together. 
The Irish Parliament, and the Seotch Judges" 
actuated by the same English influenee~ had 
brought them directly to the point. There was 
no further step beyond that which they had 
taken. They were at issue.: They Dlust now 
choose, at -once, either liberty or slavery for 
themsch'es and their vosterity. Weuld'tlley 
wait till harracks were erected in every village; 
and till subsidized Hessians and HanoverianS' 
were upon them? 

Having thus insisted on theuecessity Of 
redress, they next pt'oceedeti. to consider the 
tlucstioll, which they supposed rnight naturally 
occur to their followers,-by what means was 
redress to .be sought ?-To this they 'answered, 
that men in a state of civilized society were 
bound to seek redress· of gTicvancts from the 
Jaws, as long as any redresS: could be' obtained 
by the laws:Bu~ the common master 'VhOUl they 
st'],'ed (whose law \Vas a law of liberty, and 
whost." service was perfect ft'eedom) had taught 

. them 110t to expt;ct to gather grapes fi'om 
thorns, 1'\or figs from thistles. They must ha,"e 

. redress from their OU." la'li:s, ~nd 110t fromth~ 
. ... 

laws of the~r plun~erel'~ enemies~and opprclr 
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sors. 1'llere roas 110 redress for a nat ion, circum .. 
limited a8 they rcere, hut in a fair, free, OJId 
full reprclClJlation ttl the people . 

. It was here explicitly avowed and main
tailloo, that their present state was a state of 
slavery; that' they had a right to, assemble a 
National Convention.; and that the suppression. 
of such illegal· meeting, and. the punishment of 
it. leaders, were acts of tyranny which justi
fied resistance ;-that it was necessary t~ seek 
redress, not, however, from .theexisting laws, 
but from laws of their own, . to be enlf,<;ted by 
some legislative body of theil' own creation,; 
and which could not, of course, be crejl.t~d 

without the utter destruction of the present 
constitution. They also. resolved, that tht: 
general Committee of. the Society should meet 
every day during the sitting of Parliament, in 
order to watch its proceedings, and the con
duct of the govel1lment. - And that, .upOn tye 
first introduction of any bill, or motion, hos
tile to the freedom of the people,-suchas, for 
landillg for4!ign tro9PS in Great Britain, .01' 

Ireland, for. proclaiming martial. law, or for 
pl'e\'enting the pt:ople from. meeting in societies 
tor constitutional' information, or· any other 
inllovatWtI of ~ simiiar nature,-the general 
COlUmittee ~hol1ld issue lIummonses ·to the 
delegates of each diyis~on, and. also tQ the 
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Secretaries of. the different Societies' affiliated 
andCOTl'esponding with their society; .imme
diately to assemble. a gener(lI'con'Oention if tile 
people, ;to . be holden a't such place, ·and iIi sudl 

" manner,as should be speqified, by the' Com-
·mittee, in their summons.' . 

. The -society for con!ltitutional'infonpation 
gave thdr foonal assent and sanction to these 
proceedings'; and, on the !24th of. January, 
·resolved, . that the seditious address,· which they 
.termed EXCBLLEN'l', "shouJd ·beinserted in their 
book of mil)utes, and the King's speech ·to: ,his 
Pal:liament immediately uuder it. . Conlmittees 

.. ofco-;Qperation were appointed for tnore ,closely 
uniting ,the two societies; and as they inferred 
the fears ,of government from ·its apparent 

':supineness;' they grew bolder in their·language,. 
and became more'explicit and det~rmiDed in their 
. threats. . They calle{!in ~he aid ',of the pre~s
'establillhed a "London Corresponding Society's 
Magazine," . for the :promulgation ·of their prin
ciples jand circulated hand-bills, songs, and 
cheap publications, of every description, ,vith
out number. Theyd~v<?ted s,everalpolitical 

. characters,. and 1\11". Pitt.at tht liead', of them, 
, to popular vengeance ; they-vowed the destruc
-tion of the King, the Royal Family, the Nol>i-

, 'lity, and the Episcopacy ;-and, at-their meet
. in~s) 'taiked of aJ'evolutionary tribunal, . as· the 



bn1y court adapted. to .theprese.nt state ,of the' 
,t:ountry. They encouraged the idea of iissem
bling a NatioDtlICQnvention, on a mor~ exten
sive scale, to be for~ed .of delegates .. fr~m all 
the popular dub81 and to .be ~sembled on . a 
central spot, which was already de.term.ined. 

The Society pf .Friends . of the Peop,le 
upressed their .dis~pprobation of this last pro
posal, but .the ;plan w¥, nevertheless;)pursued 
with undiminished zeal, and unaba~ed ardour. 

llublic 'meetings were call!!d. in the open air; 
the fields, in the vicinity .of the' .:metropoliS) 
became. the ~cenes of ,p~ljtical debate j-and 
democratic orators were .sent toeQlighten the 
manufacturers pf ~heffieldl keds, aDd Wake..; 
field.-Re8istan~e. to ,gove~nment was plainly 
and atro~gly eofQrced, in harangues, peculiady 
calculated to m.islead and illfl.ame the minds of 
the ignoranf.multitude I orders were given for' 
making a large quantity of pikes;-'-,md method, 
were employed, though not ,to a~'y extent, for 
:trai'ning men to the. use of ;lI~ms. .At this period, 
the hopes of the disaffected were raised to ~he 
highest.pitch. They. conceived that govern
ment wasawed into inactivity; and theyinferrecf, 
however unjustly~ certainly D~t unnaturally, 
nor illogically.- from the la~guage and conquct 
of the _ o.pposition, t~at they were t'xtreruely 
well disposed to favour t.ht:ir cause .. 

~ 2 



Government, ho,,~eyer, thoughappar~ntly 
passive, were not idle; They had clo~ely watched 
all their proceedings,· and only waited for a 
favour~ble opportunity t9 make them feel the 
vengeance of the law. Having at length 
obtained, as they thought, sufficient proof t~h 

. cOllvince the public; and to establish the guilt 
. of the offenders; ,Ministers resolved to act., A 

considerable nUlnber of military weapons we're 
'seized in Edinburgh; and, in London,' Hardy, 
the Shoemaker, and Adams, the iiecretaries 

" to' the two leading'societies; were apprehended, 
and their books and papers secured., From the 
contents of these document's, warrants were 
issued for the arrest of several others persons; 
and, after being examined by the Privy' Coun
cil,' the following 'were committed for trial:
Thomas Hardy, and Daniel Adams, Mr. John 
Horne Tooke, the Reverend Jeremiah Joyce, 
Chaplain ~nd ~ecietary to Lord Stanhope, and 
tutortohis eldest son;,John Tbelwall, a poli~ 
tical lecturer, and a most active member ofihe 
London Corresponding Society; John Augustui 
Bonnc;-y, an Attorney; and John Ric'hrer .and 
J ol'ln Lovett. ' 

On the same day (the 12th of May) Oil 
which th,ese persons were apj)rehended, Mr. 
Dundas brought down to the' House of Com
mons, a n;essage froUl his Majesty, informing 
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the House, that seditious practices had, been, 
carried on, to an alarming extent, by certain 
seditious societies ill Londou, in correspondence 
with societies in different parts ,Qf the, countr)', 
tending to subvert the laws and c0118titution of 
the kingdom, and introductory of the system 
of anarchy pl"evailing in France; and conc~uding 
with a recommendation to the House to aelopt 
such mea.sures as to them might ap~ear ne<:es-, 
sary. 

The next day the books and papers of tbe 
societies, which had been seized, 'were laid, 
before the House, an(~ on. the 'mQtion ~f l\Ir: 
Pitt, were: referred to a committee of secrecY, 
in confonnity with a precedent, supplied, in the 
case of Layer'splot, in i722. Mr. Fox's'consti-~ 
tutiollal vfgilance and jealousy led him' to, 
enquire by what means 'the papers had' been 
obtained, reminding the Hou~, ihat it had' 
been declared, in Wilkes's case, that the seizure 
of papers, except for ~t~eason or felony, was 
illegal.-He obtaine(~ howe,-er, a satisfactory 

. answer from 1\lr. Dundas, who, informed hin{ 
that the warrants were granted for treasonable 
practices. " •. 

TIle committee waS chosen by ballot, on 
the 14thof 1\Iay; and, on the 16th, Mr. Pitt 
brought up the first report, which cOI?-tained a 
history of the society for constitufon, iilfo,," 

. I 



IUS" 

mation, a'ncl of the tond6n' Corresponding 
Sb,ciety~ fr'o1i1 the ;year 1791, 'witli a: general' 
view' of theif prOCeedings' from that period to' 
the present time. Actingas'th~ org~Ii of ;th¢! 
~ommittee, Mr; Pitt entered into aIi- expl~natiori 
of their senthnents. and' of their'proceedings.' 
lIe 'said' that. fh~y had fo~med tl~eir opinion of: 
the papers' sulhnjtted'to theif examinatioIi witli 
tliegreatest expedition, and their report stated~ 
so f~l1y and particularly, those circumstances' 
whldl; , in: the judgment of' 'thJ committee, 
req~ired;dle imniediate attention of' :padjame~t, 

,that he felt, it s~af<:cl'y ne~es~~.ry for him,to do' 
mOl'e th<!-ri sliortly to 'recapitulate" tbedifferenf 
objects' to'which' 'that ~epoi,t 'applied; ~nd' the' 
various' partie'tilins '~yhith' cam~· 4nder:conside,.: '. . ,<. 
~atiori. 

. The' report,' so eXpeditiously l~id 'before} 
the House;' -cOntained' a general view -of"the' 
iransactions i'efe~ed 'to the co:mrnihee, without 
w~itirig for' a'~o're minute i~\'estig~tion of tli~' 
subJect. It, appeared' to, t11ein, ,t11.at a' plim had beeri 
~igested' arid a~ted' upon, and~ at that inoinent~: 
'\i'as'in forwardne'ss towiud's its execution, t11e 
object of which was nothi~g lesstha~ t~ 
a'ssembl~ a prete~cIei con~ention of. the people, 
for the ptirposesot arrogatiilg, tlie dlaraderof 
a general 'represe~tatiori ot the-nation; of super.,. 

. ;eeding, in 'the' firs t place, tIie repre~e~ tati \'¢ , 
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«:apacity of the House 0(1 Commons; and, of 
assuming, jn .the .next place, the legislative 
power of-the cou~try at large. If. the circum
stances, c"ntained in the ~eport,8hould .impress 
the minds of the 'House with the same ~onvic
tion with which they had impressed the minds 
of the committee, there would be 110 doubt 
that they would lead to the same pr~ctical con~ 
elusion; namely, that, if such designs existed; 
if such designs had heen acted upon,' and were 
in a state of forwardness, there was not one 
moment . to be lost in arming the executivC!: 
power with those additional means which' 
might he adequate to impose an effectual check 
upon the further progress. of suc1.l a plan, and 
to fre,·ent it from being cu,ried- into final exe-
cutIOn. . 

. Mr. Pitt impressed on the House,the neces
sity of hearing in their recollection, -i~ their 
consideration of the report, that a great part of 
it was merely introductory; and that, though 
jt referred to transactions of a date long antece
dent to the period in ,'hich the acts of the 
societies implicated had assumed the serious 
aspect of practical treason; and though they 
were notorious, it was, ne,·ertheless, ne~essary 
to bring them forward again to observation, in 

, order to supply a clue for unravelling the com
plicated circumstances of the plan,-and, ,b, I 
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comparing and, combining them with the sub
sequent proceedings of the .individuals ' con
cerned, to shew that, from the beginning, their 
views were the same, and that the pretext of 
reform, under which they masked their purpose_ 
was' far from beiug the rea' object of their pur- , 
suits. ,Theconllnittee had been so, limited. in 
point of time, that they had been unable 
lilethodically to dig~st, pr. practically to pojut 
out, the various minute parts of the great and 
momentous business. before the House. ,The 
co~nmittee, however, anxious to afford all prac-

~ ticable information" and to, throw all possible 
ljght upon the subject, and to indi,cate the daily 
increasing .approximation ofdallger, had ,kept 
in view the great object, the leading design, of 
the plan. ' . 

The papers' foimd, as far as related to tliat . -
part, of the conspiracy, ' whic11' 'immediately· 
implicated the Corresponding Socidy, and, the 
society for (.-onstitutional itiformat!on,contained : 
a.correspondence, for ,two years, with various 
other societies .in this9~ountry amLin France; 
and from these, coupled with tlleir .subsequent 
and more recent proceedings, . .it, was' ,evident, 
that these societies, which would be" found 
now intent on ,assembling ,a· convention, had 
had such a measure in ~contemplat.ion from the 
very beginI;ling; 'J~lat it was .conceivedso long 
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ago as two years before; was openly avowed in 
their correspondence, but was kept in reserve 
to be reduced to practice whenever a fit oppor
tunity should occur. This whole system of 
insurrection would appear, from the papers 
referred to,' to be founded on the modem doc
trine of the Rights of Man ;-that monstrous 
doctrine by which the weak and ignorant, who 
",ere most susceptible of impression from such 
harren and abstract propositions, weI:e attempted 
to be seduced to overturn government, la,,",' 
property, . security, religion,' order, and every 
thing valuable in this 'country, as inen, acting: 
upon the same ideas, had already' overturned 
and destroyed every thing in France, and dis
turbed the peace, anc1 endangered the. safety, 
if not the existence, of every n~tion in Europe.' 
Whatever arguments, against. the cautionary 
measures adopted to prevent the evil effects of 
that pernicious doctrine, might be groundec.lon 
the contemptible situa.tion of the authors, and 
on the absurdity of the principles of those booki 

. in which it was inculcat:c.='d, ye.t, allowing the 
one to be as contemptible as the otflers were 
absurd, it was no light or trivial circumstance', 
when .notions were deduced from it, of the 
most alarming nature, which were sedulously 
promulg;lted, and eagerly adopted, by large 
~o<lies of people; and when the proce{'dil1g~ of 
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all these Jacob\n societies would" appear (as the 
papers before the ,House fully demonstrated) to 
be only comments on: that text;--;a text for the 
inculcation' of which those societies were the 

-

disciples here, as their corresponding French 
. brethren wel,".f the instruments for disseminating 

it· in France, amI for ext~nding it, by carnage' 
and ,slaughter, to all other parts'of Europe. 

Prior to. the enol'mities cpmmitted. in 
France, it would appear; thl\!t a correspondence 
had been carried on between these societies and 
die Jacohin club in Paris, and that delegates 
were sent from ,them to the National Conven
tion, 'and received formally by that Assembly; 
and that, at the very moment when the Jacobin 
faction, whi<;h ,usurped the government of that 
country, had commenced hostilities against 
Great Britain; those societies had still; as far 
as they ~ould: pursued the same conduct~ 
expressed ~he same attachment to. their ~ause, 
adopted their appellations, their: forms of pro. 
ceedings, and their language; and,' in short; 
had f~rmec.J a settled' design to disseminate the 
same principles, and to scatter the same seeds 
of niiil in their own country. It would be' 
founo, not only that the most effectual plans 
which cunning could devise had been laid for 
carrying this design into execution; but in tM 
report would ~e seen a statement of th~ catalogue 



or the manuf.1cturing t~wns marked' out, 
as the most likely (from the vast concourse 
of 'ignorant and profligate men, who neces-' 
sarily collcct" in such places) to adopt their 
plans; and cOl'fesponding societies'established l 

there, to' keep up and to'· extend' the chain j 

of seditious intercourse: In tha.t catalogue 
would be found, a well-chosen selection of the' 
places of residence of those people' who must be' 
lJaturally'supposed to be most re-oldy . to rise a~ 
the call of' insurrection; who were most· likely 
to be blinded' by their artifices, and prejudiced! 
liy their professions'j' 'whose 'ttnderstandingsi 
were most subject to be misled. by their doc
trincII, andrendered subsen'ient to their views; 
and whom fraur!ful persuasion, proner.ess to dis
content, and the visionary and fallacious hope 
Dr improving their condition by any alteration. 
of it ',~hate\'er, would be most likely to congre
gate into an enormoull torrent of jnsurre~tion,; 
which \\rould s\vecp a,\tay all the baniers of 
government, law, and'religion, and leave out 
country a, naked waste for usurped auth~rity 
to range in, uncontrofley and nnresisted. 

Mr. Pittneit directed the attention of the 
House to the extraordinatymanner' in which 
these societies had varied' their plans of 
operations,-sometimei acting in undisguised 
audacious hostility;-sometimes wearing the 



~nsk of attachment to the state and country j
o~e day openly ayowing their illtentions~ as if 
purposely to proyoke the hand of justice ;"":"'the 
next putting on the mask of reform, and' assert
ing the utmost zeal for the presel;vation of the 
constitution.. Their letter to the society' at ~ 
Norwich" contained a plain avowal of ~heir 

object, an apology for dei!flling to applg to Par
liament; and a candid, andl sincere, confession, 
that not to the Parliament, not to the Executive 
Power, were they to. look for redress, but _ to 
themselves,and to the convention 'v hieh they 
proposed to erect. They aftc:rwa,rds recom-

. it Exlract of a Leiter from "ie Secretary to the Society for 

Comiitutio7lnllnfoTfllati07l to lhe Secretary to lhe United 

Political Societies at Norwich, datedi 6'''01 Aprii,li93. 

U Where then are we to look for the remedy?: To that; 
. Parliament of which we complaIn? To the Executive Power. 

which is implicilly obeyed. ifnot anticipated,.in that Parliament? 
Or to oUY:ielves. represented in some meeting of delegate& for 

,the ex.tensive PUI'905e of reiOrIDr which we suppose you under-
stand by the term CONVENTION 1 ' 

« It is 'th~ end of ~ach o{ these propositions that we ought 
to look to; and as success in a good cause must be ,theefi'l!Ct of 

perseverance, and tbe rising reyon of the time, let us determine 
with coolness. but let· us persevere with decision. AI to • 
Convention. we regard it 811 a""plan the .mORt dll6irabJe, and tho 
most practicable. 10 SO~D ~ the great body of the' ~ople shall 

. be coura~eous ond virtuom enongh to join us in the attempt., I 

Hitherto we have no reaSon to believe that the momer:tl ia arrived 

tor that purpose; & to any petition ':0 the Cr9wru we believe 
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Dlen(led a perseverance in the petitions for 
reform, to be used as a co,'er to their design's, 
which they were to throw off at a proper time, 
when a Jleriod propitious to their views should 
arrh·e. Happily for this country, and for the 
whole world, they had, prematurely, supposed' 
that period' to be near at hand, and had, in con
sequence, thrown off the mask, ata time when 
the bulk of the nation were unanimously uniting 
with gowrnment in ,'igilance tma. care for its 
protection, and In the determinatioR' to oppose 
their efforts. ' 

it hopeless in its consequences.-With ~6Ilpect to, the last of 
your proposal., we are at a lou to advise.-If tbe event is looked 
to in the vote which may bi: obtained from that body, to whom 
tbi. petition it to be addTe55ed, which of us can look to it with
out the prospect of an absolute negative? In tl:.i9 point of 
"iew, therefore, it caClnot require a moment'. consideration. 
lIut if we regard tIle ,policy, of SUell a petition, it may, in our 
appreheJ1iion, be well worth con5idering liS a warning "oice to 
our pl'Otiellt !egiilatoTS, and as a signal for imitation' to tbe 
majority of the people. Should snch a plan be vigorously and 
generally pursued, it would bold out a ce~taint, to our fellow
countrymen that we are not a handful of individual. unworthy 
of attention or cOO!lideration, who desire the restoration of th. 
ancient liberties of England; but, on the ronttary,lt might 
briDg iDto light that host of well-meaning men, who, in the 
different towna and coWlties ()f this realm, are silently, but 
ierioUlI"anJ.ioUi for reformation in the gnvernmelit. 

" We exhort you, with anxiety, to pursue yOUl laudable 
endeavours for the i!ommon good, aDd nevee to despair of tbe 
public caue !" 
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In their comn1unicatio~ ,with· the Britisb 

. Convention· at Edinburgh,theY· $tyl,ed that 
assembly ,the representatives, of ,the ,people, 
.clothed .in .all the right to reform ;. they sent 
dr:legates to, it; and . .when ,some of the .,most 

. actiyeand mi~chievous of its l1!embers fellundef' 
the sentence of .the 'law, they boldly asserted 
their innocence and theirrnerits, . indirect 
opposition to that .law; paid e\'ery tribute of 
~nthusi!lstie applause to the persons c~nvicted 
by the verpict, of juries legally ,constituted1 

and of respect to the Convention, pronouncing 
them objects of panegyric and envy. ,In con
(ormity withtht!ir prior declarations, they Imide 
the legal ~onuefunation oftheseguiltypel:sons
~hesignal, a~ th~y called it, 'of :~oming' to issue 
on the point,: ','Whether.the law should frighten 
them into compliance, 'or they oppose i.t with iti 
own weapons~force and power ?" That was to'· 
,say. distinctly, whether they s~ould yield 
.obedience to the laws of :their ,country, .Of 

, 'oppose them. by insurrection? This w'as as 
strong a case as the mind of man could wen 

, conce\ve,-- ..,..yet it was only introductory to facts> 
ofa stilt stJ.:ongel"uature. . 

.II~ UQ\V refened,to the history <ll a society 
which, despicable and contemptible, though 
the'persOlis who composed it were, as to t~lt'nts, 
educ~tion, and illfluence~ yet~ when looked ,at 



with cautious attention, and compal:fd with the 
.ohjects which they ,hac.Lin view, and.the motives 
·on "'hich they acted, lIllmely, tbatgreat W0ving 
principle:of all jacobinibDl,~tbe love Q,f plunder, 
.uevast~tion, and robbery, which «lOW bO.l'e the 
.usurped naDle of .liberty, ........ and that systeu;1. of 
butchery and . carnage which llad. ~been .made . 
the jnstrument, of .enf01'ciJJg those pl'illciple~, 

they would appear to be formidable., jn exac;t 
p~qportionto the meanness and contemptibillty 
of their characters. Of that society it \Vas t~ 
.charactellistic, ,that. being composed of the lower 
'Qrr;lera of the people, it had :w:ithjn.it the meaI\S 
qfutlhounded extension, and. conceakd .in 
itself -the .. eeds ·of rapid increase. J:t had 

; already risen into~ less than thirty d.ivisions 
,in London, some of theln containing as mauyas. 
· six hundred persqns,. and . was .connected, by,a. • 
ays.tematical chain of correspondence, with other 

· iocietics scattered through all tht- manufac.turing 
· townSll'here the seeds pf those prindpleswer.e 
.-laid, which artful. and dangerous pf'ople'might 
· best convert to their •. own purposes. It would 
· be proved, that this society had dis'played an 
· enormous degree of boldness, and. had assumed 
to jtself, in' express terms, a .power to. watch 
o\'er the progress .ofPadiament, to scan .its 
proceedings, and prescribe limits for its actions, 

,beyond "rhich, if it pre~umed toad"ance, that 
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august society was to issue its mandate; not 
only to controvert its proceedings, but, to. put 
an ~nd to its existence; so that If the Parlia
ment should think it necessary tb oppqse, by 
any act of pcmtl coercion, the ruin:of the 
constitutiop, that would be the war-whoop for 
insurrection; the· means of clefe,nee would 
become the signal of attack, and the Parliament 
rendered the instrument of its own annihilation. 
Language like this, coming from people appa

'rently so contemptible ill talents, so mean in 
their description~ and so circumscribed in their 
power, would, abstractedly considered, be sup
posed to deserve compassion, 'as the' wildest 
workings of insanity; but the researches of the 
committee would tend to. prove, 'that ,it had 
been the result of. deep design,· matured, 
moulded into· shape, . and ripe for mischievous 
effect, when opportunity should offer. 

- Alluding to the publication of a circular 
address, already noticed; 1\Ir. Pitt considerell it 
as a new rera ill the history of insunectiob,. in 
which the House-might contemplate those great 
machines of jacob in ism the societies refelTed. to 
in the report. :A .deliberate and deep,.concerted 
p~an was then announced for actually assem
bling a Cpn'lention fo1' aU Englund,-:....not to be 
the representatives of these particular bodies for 
the accomplishlnent of any specific legal object. 
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but to be the representatives of the whole body 
of the people of England, and evidently intended 
to exercise legislative and judicial capacities,
to overturn the established system of govem
ment,-and to wrest from the Parliament that 
powet which the people and the constitution had 
lodged in their hands. The plan was to be 
carried into execution in a few weeks J it had 
been emphatically stated, that no time was to be 
Ioat; and lest, by any possibility, their ruinou$ 
intentions should be misunderstood, the circulal' 
letter was addressed equally to all, parts of the 
iilaud, and circulated with a degree of vigout, 
eunuing, and address, truly astonishing. A 
central spot was declared to be fixed upon. 
although it was deemed unsafe to mentioll it, 
until assurances of fidelity should haye beed 
received from the persons to ,whom it was to be 
communicated ;-and each separate society had 
been expressly enjoined to send an; exact 
account of the number 'of its rot'mbers, friends, 
nnd adherents, in order to form!} coneet esti
mate of their force. 

If it were objected, that, tnen of thi. 
description could not be expected to act with 
somuch consistency and art, when it was fOUIld 

, tqat their plans had been carried on with a 
degree of cunning and management I which 
greater-men, in worthier cauli~ had fai1ed to 

VOL. IV. ~ 
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tnanifest, 'such an ,objection. could haveIl<J 
, 'feight, op'posed as it was by inconttovertibl~ 
evidence. Everyone who knew the natur,e of 
Jacobins, and of Jacobin principles, could not 
but see, in the pretences of Parliamentary Reform, 
held out by these societies,' the arrogant claims of 
the same class of men, as those who lorded it in, 
France, to trample UpOtl the rich, and to crush every 

. description of men, women, and childre'n ~ the 
dark designs of. !l few, making' use of the name 
of the people to govern all; a plan .founded in 
the arrogance of wretches, the ou tcasts of society, 
tcn~ingto enrich themselves by depriving of pro
perty, and of life, all those \v ho were distinguished 
either for wealth or for probity;-a plan which 
had been long felt by the. unfortunate p'eople of 
France in all its aggra~aied horrors, and wh~ch, 
be feared, would long, very]ong,'continue to be 
felt by that ill-fated country. 

The soei,eties had continued to ,aet lIpon 
this horrible plan,-and their proceedings at 
their meeting, on the 14th of April, exhibited 
110 faint illustration of what. they might be 
ispected to- do in' the full majesty of power. 
In their resolutions they arraigned every branch 
of the governl~erit, threatened, the Sovereign, 
Insulted the House of?cers, and ,accused the 
Commons of insufficiency.-They noticed ,the 
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trteasures of Parliament which were to ser\'e as' 
the signals of insurrectioD;-'"'"-and declared that, if 
such measures should be adopterl, they should 
be rescinded by the authority of tht people; 
and they maintained that the constitutioti had 
been destroyed, Could there be a ,more explicit 
avowal of their views? The proofs, of these 
allegatioll.' were to be found in their owa 
authentic records, and in the express and' ddi
berate avowal of their oW: deliberate acts; in 
their meditated system of insurrectiop, Such 
WIlS the tssence of the subject; and should the 
House be of opinion that this so deeply atTec~ed 
the safety and existence of Parliament itself, -
and so struck at the root of government ana tIle 

, \ 

constitution, as to demand interference" there 
were other matters, hi addition, which would ... 
contribute not a little to increase, their impa-
tience to baffle the ,-jews of the conspirators, 

. and to stop the final execution of their projects. 
At the close of the report it was alleged, on 
grounds not light ot trivial, though requiring 
further investigation, that arms had been actuall!f' 
procured and distributed 6:!J' 'these societies, . 3Jld 
were in the hands of those ,'ery people whom 
they had laboured to corrupt ;~and . tbat, even, 
at that time, instead of dissolving this fcrmidable, 
Jeague, and disbanding this jacobin, a\'my~ they 
had shewn themselves resolutely bent on the' 

It.. ~ 
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l>ursuit of their .purpose,· and displayed pre!' 
parations ,of defiance .and l"esistance to the-
measures of gov~rnment. " . 

In eonclusion:, Mr. Pitt observed, it wu 
for the House.to consider, with reference not 
to the quality of. the persons,. but to' the nature' 
-and magnitude of the objects, what measures. 
ought t~ be adopted? . When th~ ca.use~ and 
proceedings were duly investigated, it ",ouId 
appear that so fOrmidable ~ conspiracy. bad 
never before existed. Theitlquiry was yet far 
from complete,. and, conse,quentiY7 unfit for 
final decision. The documents w~e so. volu
minous, tha,t' the eo~mittee had not been able 
to examine the whale of them with requisite 
attention., but they had deemed it necessary to 
shew the House wha.t they bad already done, 

. 'vhich~ ill theit apprehension, would supply 
.sufficient grounds for the measure which he 
meant to propose • ..:....a temporary suspension of 
the Haheas - Corpus law. As .. this. 'great and 
essential ~nefit to the subject bad been devised 
and provided for the p~-eservation of the COI')-

\ . 

6tJ.tution, on the one ha.nd, .SOr ~. the other,. 
it could not exist if the COllst~t,Ution '\~ere

destroyed. The temporary sacrifice of tllalF 
law might, ?Il certaill ,QCcasKms. be .as neCe~
sary to the support of the COHstitution, .as. tlle 
mailltenance qf its principles wa$ em., all otb<., 
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occasions. I t had been liUspended, at -a time 
when the Constitution and liberty of the coun .. 
try were most peculiarly guarded and respected; 
and luch a suspension was more particularly called 
for at this crisis, when attempts 1Vere made to 
disseminate, through th~ realm, principles and 
means of action which might produce much 
more lamentable effects, and, at last, require a 
remedy greater in extent, and more severe in' 
operation, than the one now proposed. Such 
was the unanimous opinion of the committee. 
1\Ir. Pitt then moved, " for leave to bring ina 
bill to f1Dpower h:5 llajesty to secure and 
detain . all such . persons. as sbould be suspected 
of conspiring against his person and govern
ment." 

This motion experienced the most active 
and determined resistance from Mr. Fox and 
his political adherents. The report was said 
to contain no one fact which had not long befn 
the object of animadversion In the daily prints. 
Mr. Fox loudly condemned the inference drawn 
by the committee, that the object of these 
societies was to overthrow the govemment,
although never was an object more distinctly 
stated, or more explicitly avowed. He did not 
scruple to maintain, that,. under the express 
terms of leO'al and constitutional methods, they o . 
had shewn themselves the friend. of l>eace, and, . 
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jnDo 'one instance had 'tbey belied thd.T pro.., 
fessions.-Here Mr. Fox defended the societies 
u'pon the same grounds on' which he, defended 
his o\~ .. ;n party; and,indeed, ',' identified. their 
views and their objects, by representing these 
societies as pursuing regal-methods to accom. 
plish cons'titutional ;'purposes i·and, as friends 
to peap!; whose co;nductcorresponded ,with their 
prott!ssions 1 He sa w- nothing formidable in a 
Contention j he had' himself-formally belonged 
to a Convention of dilegates jJ1 Yorkshire, and 
el~ewhere, wllo had petitioned Parliament; and, 
though the House Qad refLised to acknowledge 
~heIn jn the character of deleg.ates, they received 
their pttition ,as' tl;te petition of ind~viduak 

The Roman Catholics in Ireland. ,too, hl!-d held 
" ~Convention, ''Whose delegates were favourably 

received by. his. Majesty. He, contended, ,then, 
~hat the l>roposed. Convention'of the J aCDbins 
wis strictly legal, and that' it would be dan .. 
geron! for the House to declare ,it, otherwise. 
Even if their object were' that which "the com
mittee had iQ.lputed to them, the measure now 
proposed was infinitely more mischievous, in 
~he opinion of Mr'- Fox, than the evil which 
it professed to remedy, It went to. overturn 
the corner·stone of, the constitution, and lle 
#bon14 ~onsider it his duty to oppose it in evel'~ 
§rag~, 
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The same line of argument was pursued by 
.Mr. Grey, and other membets of the same 
,party.-l\lr. Sheridan, in t>articular, substituting 

t wit for argument., invective for reason, and 
assertion for fact., attempted to throw the .,'eil 
of ridicule. O\'er the proceedings of ,the ('"()Dl

mittee, which he termed the Committee C?f' 
Public Safety, while he styled :Mr. Pitt the 
Britis" Barrere.He CKpressed his disbelief of 
the existencCcof treasonable practices in the 
country; affirme<\ that Mr. pitt was of the 
same _ opinion, and that 11is only aim was to 
create some new panic for the purpose of secu
ring; the continuance of his power o\'er. the 
.people." . 

On the example cited, by Mr. Fox, of the 
Irish Catholic petition, Mr'. Burke obsen'ed, 
that Mr. Fox was not such a fool as not to be 
sensible of its jrrelevancy i-for he was? :un
doubtedly, nothing less than a fool, except 
w ben be chose, like 1he elder -Brutus, 10 ass~me 
the disguise of idiotcy, tllC better to assert the 
liberties of his country. The Irish -Catholics 
did',20/ hold a Coilventjo~ but prese~ted. a 
respectful petition to the House through a meet
ing of delegates. Their object was special and 

,avo,",'ed, whereas the Convention to which the 
Bill was referred intensled to erect itself. into 
a paramount power oyer the constituted autho"-



136 

thies of the realm. The Hous~ seemed little 
disposed, to concur in the sentiments. of the 
opposition, who, upon a division; could only 
muster thirty .. nine nlembers, while, two, hu». ... 
dred and one vDted for bringing in the Bill.-. 
The BiU was then broug9t in, read a first and 
second time; and committed; and, 'the various 
clauses ha'Ving been settled in the committeeJ 

the report was received by thel-Iouse) and the 
Bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read a 
third time the next ,day.--This Wai not done, 
however, without a continuance of that resist ... 
ance which had been opposed to jts introduc .. 
tion, ,A.lthoug~ the sentiments of the House 
wer(l most decisively in favour of the measure, 
the oppos:tioIl, with a degree of captiousness 
and petulance. most unworthy of men exer· 
cising legislative functions, availed themseh-es 
of parliamentary forms to divid~ the House no 
less than twelve times, after the main question 
had been carried, and to protract the sitting till 
half past three in the morning. 

This opposition was continued, with still 
great~r violenceJ PO the following day, when 
the Dill was read a third time, Mr. Grey then 
took the lead in it,-:--He accused the committee 
of being either deceived themselves, or of seek. 
ing to deceive others,a.nd to make the House 
J'~rties to- the imposture, He ~illdicated ,the' 
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condu~t of the locieties by the example of t1~ 
meetings,io 1782, held under the auspices of 
Mr. Pitt, and insisted that the object of both 
WaJ the same,-to obtain parliamentary reform; 
though DOthing but the most absolute imbeci· 
lity, or the :nost wilful blindness, could lead 
any on~ to suppose that the J acobin Societies 
meant ,to limit their efforts to such an attempt: 
indeed, the assertion belied the declared senti
ments of the societies themselves, as delivered 
in their circular addresses. Mr. Grey launched 
out into a stra:n of violent invective against 
the political conduct of 1\lr. Pitt, whom he 
accused of duplicity and apostacy throughout; 
while he declared his belief that the present 
measure was urged with so much dispatc11, 
only because the l\finister kn~w; that if he did 
not carry it by stealth, the public would not 
suffer it to pass at all. 1\lr. Pitt has, been 
already defended against the charge of apostacy, 
as grounde<J on his sentiments and conduct on 
the subject of parliamentary reform. It has 
been di~tinctly shewn, from his own explana
tions, that the object of liif reform was tQtaIly 
different froOl tbe plan of Mr. Grey, and as 
0ppoiiite to the .projects of the Seditious Soci
eties, as improvement is to destruction. Never, 
too, was the charge of duplicity more grossly 
misapplied than it was to 1\lr. Pitt, whose 
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whole condlict, ,both public and private,' was 
open, ingenuous, andsincere.-He never shrunk 
from the a,,'owal of hissentiments,-he was 
ne\'et afraid to support his principles; ~nd that 
spirit of craft and dissimulation, out of wllich 
the line of conduct so flll~ely imputed to ,him 
could alone arise, was as foreign from his mind 
as the violence of party is from the ~eal of 
patriotism, or the language of invective ,from 
the accents of t1'Uth~ The indirect threat, at 
the close of .1\Ir. Grey's observation, savoured 
not a little of the spirit of those Seditious Clubs, 
\vhose ,conduct he so boldly vindicated; as it 
implied the exiitence of a popular power suf,. 
ficient to controu} and 'overawe, the regular 
proceedings of Parliament. 

In'the coune of the' debate it was con'
tended by the opposition, as a reason for refu
sing to trust any additional power to' ,them, 
that they had treated l\Iel)srs. Muir and Palmer, 
the Scotch convicts, with unexampled rigour, 
and had disregarded their J:lUmblest 'petitions 
for mercy. This falsehood, bowever, was im
'mediately repelled by Mr. Dundas, who posi~ 

tively denied that any petition for lnercy had 
been presented by either 'of the parties. and 
declared that e,very illdulgence which could con
sistently be granted had beenextencled ,to them. 
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It having beed obsen-ed that when the Habe~s 
Corpus Act was suspended in 1715 and 1745, 
a rebelli~n raged in the country, Mr_ .Dundas 
replied, that it had been suspended no less than 
nine times &inc.e the revolution, that no poli
tician or historian had' ever asserted, that the 
consequences of its suspension were injurious 
to the constitution; and, most justly declared, 
that the landing of a foreign force, or an open 
rebellion, was 'much less dangerous, and less 
difficult to counteract,. than VIe secret poison· of 
domestic conspirators. . 

It was,. nevertheless, most pertinaciously 
con tended . by' If r. Sheridan, thft-none of the 
precedents justified the present measure, which 
,,-as likely to produce a real conspiracy, as the 
societies had only, in future, to pursue their 
object, whate\-er it might be, in . a more cau
tious manner, to elude the. vigilan(!e of govern. 
ment. This declaration invoh'ed a recommell
{latory hint, .of which, no doubt, it was hoped~ 
by. their advocates, the societies would ayail 
themselves. Their sentiments, Mr. Sheridan 

. asserted, sprang from the doctrines of .Mr. Pitt, 
Mr . .Durke, and the.Duke of Richmond, whom 
he represented. as ungen'erous, for treating their 
proselytes with figour. From whatever source 
their sentiments sprang, there can be no doubt 
that they wefe encouraged to' persevere in them 
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by the doctrjnes now held by Mr; FoX, Mr:' 
Grey, and Mr. Sheridan. - He lastly threatened 
the House, with the absence of himself, and his 
friends, in the event of the Bill passin'g into a 
la\v. . 

Considerable surprise was testified by MJ'!. 
Windham, at the credulity of those who could 
suppose that parliamentary reform was any thing 
else thana mask to conceal the mo&t atrocious 
jacobinical designs. The reform intended, he com. 
pared to the sweepjng amendments, liot unusual 
jll the House of Commons, which proposed to 
lea'\'e out every thing but the word" That:" 
Ituidicule of the fantastic notion of the simi
larity' of Mr. Pitt's conduct to that·, of the 
French regicidal rulers, which had been 
advanced by the Opposition, he observed, that 
the similitude was the same as that of Captain 
Fluellin'shero, ,in Shakespeare, to Alexander 
the Great; because" there is a river in Mace
(ton; and there is a river in 'Wales, and there is 
salmon in both." If, said he, gentlemen c~ll 
us a " Committee of Public Safety," may we 
liot call them a Committee of Jacobi~s? ' If we 
are accused of promoting despotism, may we 
not consider' them as the' partisans of anarchy? 
Severe ns the retort was, it had full as much of 
truth as of sarcasm in it. Mr. Windham fur .. 
ther observed, that the vigour' of go~ernment 



nlOst keep pace with the necellSity of the times, 
and that, if the 5,-!spension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act should be found inadequate to the 
purpose, more eflicacious means must be .tried. 
This remark, the substance of which wa~, tha~ 
gontnment must do its duty, for, if it did 
not adopt efficacious measures for the security 
of the state, and. the pr~servatio\n of public 
order, it would fail in a most essential part of 
its duty, extorted a violent exclamation of 
displeasure from Mr. Fox.-Good Goa! said 
he, what more is to be done after this? Will. 
they proceed still further in their horrie} mimicry 
of the jacobin rlilers of France? They might 
disclaim tlle comparison, jf they pleased, but 
the resemblance was real. They, like them,
fabricated stories of plotll and conspiracies, and 
macle terror.the order Of the day, to establish. 
a tyrannical sway over the whole nation. He 
again expressed his belief that the societies. 
meant nothing more than a reform of Parlia:
.Jllent; and for th~ people to watch onl" the
conduct of Parliament DO more proved a design 
to supersede its functions, than the vigilance of 
Parliament over the executh'cpower indicated 
a disrespect for the person and authority of the 
Sovereign. He admitted, . that recent events 
llad produced. a cbange, in his mind, and had 
g)ITccted ,everal of his opinions. lIe had ouc.e 
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t:1espised, the sentiment, " Iniquissima1l! pace1it, 
justissimo hello antifet'Q;", but he was now pre-
pared to say, that there was bardly any con .. 
clition to which a: people could be reduced wbicli 
he,would n~t rather endure than advise thelll to' 
have recourse to' arms., But, .jf the present 
system of oppression should be persisted in, the 
tl~xt. step might be a privation of the trial by 

,jury ; and he did not know but he should prew 

fer any change to SUcl,l a tyranny as that. He 
insisteds' that the suspension of th€ Habeas 
Corpus Act would be not more iniquitous'tlJan 
impolitic. At home, it: would, exaSperate the 
minds of the people, engender discontent, and 
stimulate them to resistance; whil6 it, would 
excite the great~s~ joy in' France." How 
triumphantly would Barrere adduce it as a proof 
of the truth of all tlie stories, which l1e had 
propagated respecting England? How would 
their project of invasion be promoted by the 
news that an insurrection was ready to break 
out in their t'avour,-that the French party was-, 
become' so formidable as to threaten the exist
ence of government, and had (hiven it to 
the tlesperate l'csourc~' of suspending thecon~ 
stitution, in order to counteract their efforts? " 

This 'florid declamation induced, 1\1 r. Pi tt 
to miike some remarks UpOll what he called the 
funeral oration which Mr. Fox had pronounced 
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on the· departed liberties of ~riti6h~ subjects; 
which he bad stated to ha,,-c. expired with the 
iutroduction of the bill-a bill nothing worse, 
nor more dangerous in it$ consequences, tban 
what JJad been known, from the experience and 
practice of ~ur ancestors, to be a, wise and 
proper measure,. when required by the circum
stances of tbe country. He tllen. called the 
attention of the House to the real state of th~ , 
question before them. -- Whether the danger 
with which the constitution of the country was
threatened, by the practices now exposed, was, 
or was· not, greater than any danger which 
could result from puttinOg into the hands' of the. 
necuth'c government a more than. ordinary 
degree of power, for the purpose of resisting 
what they consider~d ,a very dangerous conspi
racy? ' III an~wer to the preposterous assertion 
of Mr. Fox, that, if the bill passed, all the 
'rig·hts. of the, people, and all the pri"ileges of 
Pal'liament, would be.at once destroyed, he 
obsef\'ed,~ that the bill W!lS limited in its dura
tion, that it was but. a temporary measure, 
adapted to a prescnt existing e,-il, and was to 
continue in force for little' more' thall six 
DlOntbs. It invested the executive government 
with a 4iscretionary PO\'lff to imprison suspected 
persons for that limited timf', without bringing 
the.m to triaJ,~all the rights ot' t~e people, and 



144 

all, the privileges of Parliament, remainill~ 

uninterruptedly the same, at,taching, aU .the 
time the same responsibility upon ministers to 
which they were liable in every other situation 
in which they acted, and rendet"ing them equally 
a;nswerable for ,any abuse of this power as they 
were for the .abuse of any other discretio~ary 
power which was vested in them~ThisbeiDg 

~ the true state of the case, :would anyone :pre· 
tend that it placed t~e ~ountry, and the, Par
liament, in such a situation as to make it 
a question, whether a member should d~sert his 
duty in Parliament, and abandon ,the i'nterests 
of his Constituents? • 

Upon what grounds :the \ measures of 
government were compared to. the conduct of 

"the French rulers, it was .impossible to' con. 
ceive. as th~y who drew- the comparison had 
.never condescended 1,0 explain tbeD1~ • Here a 
case had heen stated, and clearly proved, of 

the existence of a party in the country. whose 
avowed system aimed at the destruction oLaU 
,civilized order, the annihilationof Parliament, 
&ud the subversion of the· Constitution itself. 
by the introduction of Jacobinism, which had 
already proved so fatal to Fl"anc~, and which, 
at that moment, threatened the dissolution of 
·erf.'fy established government ill Europe! . Un
der these circumsta.nces it was proposed to pre. 
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nnt the calamit~s ~tfects of -this dangeroulf 
c~nspiracy, by the adoption of--a legal meuure, 
limit~d in its duration, and which the experience 
and \visdom of our ancestors had approved, 
and found' highly beneficiill. ~ How, then, 
could such a mea~uie be· tom pared with the 
conduct of the 'ruling power -in France, mis
called a government?"':'-A power which, to sup
port its tepTObated, -qetestablt!, and presinnp-'" 
tuous usurpation, had -recourse to every strata
gem which fraud, robbery, and injustice, could 
lIuggest. It was unfair to impose ariysuch, 
comparisons on' the HO_uSe ;- fOT, in the present 
instance; nothing more wasptoposed -to- -be 
-done than to resist Fr~ncb crimes, by opposing 
to them English principles ; 'and it would riot 
be -said that there existed the leasi comparison, 
arialogy, or ltnitation, between them. 

Mr. Pitt th~n ad:Veried to the extraotdinaty 
argument of Mr. Fox,- that, because a11 the 
measures which had yet been taken had pro,'ed 
ineffectual to· check' the progress of the evil 
which they had 'beeh applied to remedy; we 
,,'ere, therefore, not j to persevere in our e,ndea
vour, to subdue it~ by the application cf means 
sUonger and more efficacious~ But it· might, 
he said, be- asked; whether, if those measures 
had not been lldopted,and the ,;gilance 'of 
government exerted, the evils complained of 

VOL IV. L 



14.6. 
, '~. 

might not. have been much. greatet now thalil 
they, .really ",ere? and whether, . if no . such 
steps had. been taken"within the t",o last ;yeius, 
w.e should ,have. enjoyed the same tranquillity· 
which had pre~ailed during that period? ; TIle 

. fact was,: that .without thQse measures, the 
, scenes of mischief which had now been opened 

to the view, would have been, mucl~ earlier, 
. brought to maturity. It had, however,bcen 

contended, that as the remedy applied had 
proved inefficacious, one of a. different kind 

. should be tried, a~d concession s~ould succeed 
to severity. T() this it,was ans'Y'ered, ~hat,the· 
prQgressofa Jacobin Convention, if o~ce ' 
established in the country,_ cou.1d not .be s~pped, 
nor its consequences averted, ,by indulgence and 
concession i-remedies most unfit to be applied 
to so daring an attemp~ upon the existence of 
the constitution. Indeed, .the existenc~ of the· 
con,stitution was incompatible· witq such con
cession; besides,. were l\finisters so wea~. as 
to haverecour,se to. it, the inutUity of the 
attempt mig~t be deduce~ from the declarations 
of the Societies themselves, who boldly rejected 
at! compromise, and refused to be satisfied with 
any thing less than the total surrender of. the 
British Constitution. It wasi therefore,. evi-. 
dept that resistance, and that of 'the strongest 
Rature, was· absolutely necessary .. ,.notwith-



standing all that~ad been, augured in, so pro.
phetic a strain in opposition to the adoption of 
severe measures, even in extreme cases." ' 

As an arg~ment ~gai~8t 6ll:C~ ~ea~~re~ it 
had been asserted, by' Mr. ,Fox, thatpers~cu
ti(;>o would never eradicate the principles, of 
disaffection, and thence it was iIlferred; that 
it would -be' wiser'to tolerate the opinion~ ,of 
the seditious societies. But it was ,truly ,a11!t 
.wered, by Mr. Pi~t, that such: cond~ct would 
amount to, a toleration of -the. WOTit specie,s of 
anarchy, sedition, and' treason,~and' it ,might 
also have been observed, tha.t the very totera .. 

,tion whi,ch Mr. J:ox reeom~ended to his.Sov~
reign had brought the King of France t,o 
'the scaffold, and ,his kingdom to ruin. This 
observation forci~ly obtrudec 'it.i:el{ on the 
mind, in reading the debates of this reriod, -in 
which it clearly appears, that if Mr. Fox ,and 

. his friends had been. in pO'ler, and had a<;ted in 
, conformity ~ith the principle~, which they pro.

fessed in ParlialDe~t, they wouI~ have pursue,d 
the very,same line of conduct which the weak. 
Mini,8'ters of ,Louis XVI. had pursued j and, 
if they had not been productive of' the same 
consequeuces,posterit.r would have had to 
thank,the good liens~'of the nation, and not the 
wisdom of the Ministers, for their escape from 
the most dreadful of all human calamities.' 

L 2 
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, " To' tbe 'trite' questi~, where 'are jaa'to 
siop'?'-:' tn the 'pursuit ()f' coerclve- tneasltfeS, 
Mr. Pitt liad 'too' 'muc:-h 'pdlitica:I 'Wisdom,; and 
\vas too :much 'of a practicid 'statesman, to give 
atfy an~w~i-' ',which euuld liviit 'govemtrient 'in 
~he' appli:Ca:tion of remedieS'to gl'owinge~i1s;;lJtid 
1:0 say, 'thus far will we go, and no ·farther.
He ell;tered bisprotest against a conduct sO'unwise 
'Andimpoliti"c, and 'contented iiimseFf wIth'
dedaring, 'thrt prosecution might, in 'lIO instirice~ 
'to t!xtend'beyond whatthe'netessity'offh~ caSe 
'required: 'reserving 'the 'propTiety cl' 'every' 
"fu'tui'e, -reinecly to 'be iliscussed on itsJown sepa._l 

rate 'meri ~s. lIe .lle'precatea, as 'irrelevant' and 
\innecessary; the' pomPous 'ceclaratiOns Of ,tho 
'riil1t Ot,-the 'peopletoasseml>Ie, fodegid' PUT
~pose~, "in.'a ton,stitutiorial :wayi or'to :peiitiOli 
"'Parlia:nerit forihe" corrediOn:~of '~buse~, 'or for 

\ ' ~'...' ... . 
. the ~'redres'!t of grievances; '-such "right Ihavilig, 
'neve,f, ~ee~ questioned, . and>ha~i~g 'no --c~nnec
~ion 'whatever wit~i' ~the in;tmedia:te subject'-bf 
;'dis'cu·s~ion •. ,lie successfulIy"expo:;ed 'the false-
hood 'of those who had 'representoo'his"prinCi

"pIes ¢f reform to '~\;~''been the saine 'with ,those 
'of ,th~disaffected clubs ;~h~liadfully tleda~ed 
'his~en~iments6n -the ~ubject of 'a'~P;nliimletitafy 
.; Reform,' -the precedi~gyear, ';nf~li~ 'opinio~s 

, still remained -unaltered; -but surely no"-persoti 
would -presume to say' that -there 'c:s:isted 'the, 
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most remote analogy ,between. legal societies. 
for ,ob~ning reform in Parlia,IM.n.t;, witt). 
an intention and & desh:e, l.eg~Iy'.a~.cpllptitu
tional1YII to. impl'o~e, the: repTesent~~9~1 . .and. 
that ~vention propOliedby. the :..Ia~obiI), 
Soc:ieti~s,,:.":6 hose object,&$~'pro~ed ~y their <?~J,l, 
papers,. "las the destructioa. of F~~lia~ent .. and. 
not its improve~e~t? The hu.l~,o£, t~e~ ~i~ 
not even pret¢nd that Refurm was., eit~r their 
vieW. or theiJ: wish; it 'was. neitheJ; illl' the.if. 
moutba nor ig their miD.cU ;-nof, 'did their 

, • J.. " 

actions. eorrespond, .'f'ith thea.ctions of J;l1ell 
who. wu-hecJ well to ~i,. COUll:try., 'fo assijllle'l 
aa a. pretext fo,r '~[ding theD). aAY sanctio.n .. 
that .their obj~d; wa~ a.legal i.nd cOll$titutional 
n:fOflP, was toOl I;idiculoU4 an. idea. to adlll~t 

4rven of. a. moment's, coDs~eration ;--<45. well 
lOigh.t. m~n talk of giling t~eit, nn.ction. tQ 

: legal f-onspiracy, and legal assassination~ a3 im,-: 
giD:e that tl¥>scsocieties ba4a.ny'. legal PI' viJ"~ 
tU~)l14' purpose wh,ateve.- in. t~eil" s~steDl'!~~11i. 
Pitt t~a.d vari~$, e",tracts, from the. 'p.ape~.s. ,llnd 
JDilUltes of the London" CotJ:esPQ~~g ~QC~~tYt 
and.. ~ the ~~ety, for .C.on~tit·u.ti~nal .I~or
m#ion, ,iQ. cOll~rma.ti~, and suppor~- of. his 
argumenb and .asseJ;tiona; whicj;) tende~ clearly 
and.,'{uJJYII. tQ demOJllstt;ate,. ~h~~ thei.r illtentjoQ 
wat ~()t, to appe:ll ~o Pariiame~t for redre~s:, of 

. their supposed' grievances, .bll~ to procee~ to 
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acts of au~hofiti and control over the functions' 
of Parliament. " , :.. ,', ,. ',. 

, The'remedy'now proposed, ,notWithstanding' 
the odi(jus colours iii which it had been dressed, 
was nothing else ,than the imposition of a: legal' ' 
restraint lIpon ,criminal :acti~rts; 'and, in the' 
opinion of'l\Ir: Pitt, the present crime amounted 
to a conspiracy or' such a illitute as' to supply an' 
equal,jfnot'~ stronger,' ,rea.s'on for the-suspen
sion of the'Habeas Corpus act, than .. the casts' 
'of invasion and l·ebellio.n~ to i which' frequent 
allusion had been made.-·Though the efficacy of 
the measure had 'been' denied by the Opposition, 
the members of the socie~ies, who were :most 
likely to be affected by it,' had entertained a. 
different opinion ; for so much did they dread 
its operation, that -they had' expressly specified 
the suspension of the IIaheas' Corpus act as one 
of the signals' of -insurrection; ,and, as calling 
for the im'mediate meeting of the Converition. 
A strongerjus~ifica:tion than this could not be 
assigned for the expedition with whi~h the 
Ministers t1eemed it nec'esiary to pass the sus"; 
pension-bill ill to a law.' As to the inducement: 
'\vhich ' the~ measure would hold. out to the 
French to invade this country, it \vas considered, 

\ 

that the act· WdS, calculated to produce an oppo .. 
site efiect, for, certainly, the suppression of our 

, , ' 
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domestic foes would be no very welcome intel
ligence to our foreign enemies. 

This 'debate, )Vhich was carried· on 'with 
considerabl~ heat, ,was protracte~ to the hour 
of three on Sunday morning, when a division 
took place, and the. bill was passed by 146 
vote. against !lS.-It underwent 'Some discus
sion in the House of Lords, '. to which .. the 
report of the Secret Committee of the Com~ 
mona had been referred, where the measure was 
ably defended by Lord Grenville, Lord Barring
ton, the Earls of Abingdon, Caemarvon, and 
Mansfield, and the Duke of. Leeds j and was, 
strenuously opposed by Lord Lauderdale, Lord 
Derby, and the Marquis of Lansdowne., Lord 
Thurlow ridiculed the apprehensions expressed 
of the evil consequences likely to flow from the 
bill, which he represented as proceeding from 
inattention to ita provisions. It gave. no . other 
power than that of postponing the trial of sus
pected persons for a certain time. All, there-

. fore, that had been said of its being a revolu- ~ 

tionary measure; that it was a full indemnity to 
Ministers J that it gave them the power .of 
Lettres-de-Cachet; was idle declamation. Nine . 
Peers only voted against the bill; and one
hundred and eight for it.-It, consequently, 
passed into a law. 



\' '. , 
, The second report of th¢ Secret Committee: 

was. produced to the Hou~ ,of lprdtt,:in, the 
. middU: of June" by .. Lord Otep,:i1leJi whQ:e:xpa

tiate<l at large on its contents., ",!lith furnished . 
as good: evidence a& the natll-t:e .o( . t~, : Case 
would admit of, that the in(entio~' of the 
50cietieli was-tO' produce ;I. revolu,tien- in: ,Eng .. j 

.land, 01\ French principleS'. His Lordship dOlled ' 

his 'obseI:vatipns with a m~tionf()f' a,~ addreslt't()· 
the King, . expressing. $he. fwnCern ~f ~lre Hliluse
at thili heinou& conspiracy" th~r wish, to vest; addi .. 
,tional. powers jn' the' E~et.~ti.ve . (J-oter.nmeutp\: 
for the suppl'essia~· of ~uch· cri11lt:, and their. 
readiness to give energyandl'igou[ to; the· 'law.· 
Notwithstanding, the ,solital'y,oppo&itio..of; 
-Loro Lauderdale;, thf: addrfslI 'Vas (:aujed with-. 
out a division, and-,it was resolve4:to- desire the 
concurrence of·the. Co~mons thereto . .,-n, WCili 

accordingly ,sent, .wi~oout iMay,. to- t~ Lower. 
House. \" here the subject Was. taken· h,to imme .. : 
diate cOl}sidel'a.tioQ, the .I;eVOl;t af ;the. committee 
peing already before them.. This rep~)J:t fully 
developed ·that ,part .. Qf ,tho .conspiracy, which 
related. to· the pl'Oviding ~£ arms., '\ In Scot1an41~' 
this, scheme had. been i hrought "to tbe greatest. 
maturity';; Qrdets.,to.a con&iderable, extent; I 
having. been given foJ! the; fabrication of pikes. 
'and great numbers of pel:sons being. assembled, 
during the nights, to learn .the use of . them. 



That Jimiiar meUlS .~f OJfell~ were preparing 
by the .Englidl. Societies,. .' appeared by the 
letters from the SQciety at. Sbefl4!ld td llardy, 
aDd to' the· Secrer.uies of. ~he N orwich Soci~ty .. 
cOl1taining-an. a(counCo£. tb¢. proposed JOl',m .and 
.dimensionS o£ the pikes. 'Ihe pretext for 
obtaining a sl1pplyof tht'se, ·amll,. was. ,We 
4anger to- be apprrooJUled foom the introd"c
tion e£ roreign troops.. nud the violence '.of the 
cppoaite party. The report tletailed .som~ch 
of the' proceedings", lTtsolutioJlSy, a4rlresses, 
and correspondence of ,the different, sO(;ietic.s, 
as tended to pro'fep that they aeted w.itbt one, 
comnlOR design to assemble a general. Conven-: 
tion.' fa, the purpose of assuming the legislative 
powC!r.They bad declared,; that no aRegiance; 
was due to II govtTnmtDt not eondutted by the 
nprese9t:atinsoi the pe<pp~; that the present 

. Parli,.Jumt were not the representatives,. of the 
people ;-tbat . they , woold petition them bo 
more;. and that they would seek. fuy more effec· 
toal mean •. to obtain rednss., They had approved 
~nd adopted PaiD4's. books .~ the Rights-' of 
Man, and inserted, ill their minu.tes, copies" of 

,the speeches ;oelivellCIi hy Barrere~ Roland, and' 
, Jean Bon St •. Andr~;. in. the Fiiench Convention; 
in Janaary,1793, which, attribute supreme' 
power to a Convention,. fGrmed' in the manner' 
which they prop&sed~ . 
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'In' the appendix to the r.eport were inserted. 
authentic copies of all the documents which: 
confirmed the facts, . and justified the inferences. . 
maintained. in· the Teport itself.'. Mr. Pitt,. ·on. 
moving the' <:oncurrence of the House with the ' 
address of the Lords, entered· into a brief ana- " 
lysis of the report, bllt· expreJlsed his read.iness . 
to enter into a more particular discussion, if any. 
member should feel disposed to dispute any of 
its positions. After' a fewobseryations fr01ll 
Mr. Fox. and the Attorney-General, .the motion 
passed without a division. .. ; 1 

: While this important business was pending 
in .Parliament, and. during the· intervals of. 
discussion, a measure. was- brought forward \ 
by Mr. Shel'idan, similar to. one: ,-ery 'recently' 
proposed; the proposal of which was! produc ... 
tive of so much alarm, and of such' serious' 
consequences. . He moved' for leave to bring in 
.a bill to enable Roman Catholics to serve as 
officers in the 41'myand nal'y, by abolishing the 
existing test, and by substituting this. form' of 
oath in itsstead.-" I,. A.· Roo swear, :that I . 
cc will bear tl'Ue allegiance to ~ hjsMajesty~ and 
" defend his right to the Crown, the laws and 

-.; constitution of these,; k.ingdoms, and the 
" succession to the 'throne, as. by' la\y. esta .. 
'~blished." The same plea was' urged. in' 
defence of this motion, as was urged when I a 
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similar, motion, was brought. forward in the 
House of Commons, in 1807 ;-tbat a bill had 
passed, in Ireland, to admit Catholics to hold, 
certain, commissions in ,~he army, but that)t 
was nugatory in eifect, until a similar act should' 
be passed in England, because no Cathol~c 
officer, could serve without subjecting himself 
to very senre penalties. At the same time it 
was acknowledged, that the bill for enabling 
the government to avail itself of the. service,S 
of the French emigrants. had given ,bIrth to, 
the present motion.-It was, however" objected 
by Mr. Dundas, that the bill went to repeal all 
religious testa whate,-er, a measure to, which be 
believed the House \~ould· be littJ.e inclined to 
accede.' At all events, it was a question of too 
much magnitude hot to tonstitute the subject 
of a separate and serious discussion. IJ~, -there
fore, , mo,'ecJ, the ; previous question, which ,vas 
carried, after Mr~ Fox had remarked, that the 
objectiol1 started by Mr.' Dundas was the 
very ground' 011 which the bill would ha\"e hij 
warmest approbation. 

Amidst.the. contentions of party, a subject 
more congenial to the feelings of all who truly 
love their country was -introduced, in the 
House of Commons, by Lord' Hawkesbury, who 
propo~~d a :biU fo! e.~forcing the ~?,i~ting ,navi
gation J~ws, which .had, .<,>f la.te,. be~n. shame-, 
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fully evaded, in the. pr.kcipal object of regula .. ' 
"tion,-the PfoPortioll,of BritjsllSt:~meJl·Ieq.uited: 
in, the crews of our. trading.ye.$seJs;~t~~.is 
thJ:ee-fourt.hs.- In.. sup~orting his :tnotion,. :his 
10J;dship.took. an able and .. mQst,.~ti~fadofY' 
"iew,: of: our commereial .history, from. the ,ear
liest periods, and .exhibited aqthcmtic. a~c::ounts 
of the- s tateot' British shipping, in. respe~t.. of 

. tonnage,. from the Restoration, to the year 1792" 
by which, it appeared,that:(~om 1663, t9- 1699, . 

. it amounted only to 9S,,~66 tOllS,. and in the year 
J79~ to· 1,'29,979 tons .... , ,No, aCC11.!!ate a(;eoqnt 

.. .. The' following table irhewt the state of' the tonnage ati 
, lbe crurer-ant epoths~ . 

Tons.. 
. The Restoration .••• "'A. 1663- 9: •• , ••. g5~266. 
The Revolution .•• : .... HiSS ' .•••••• 19o;533~ 
The Peace of Ryswick ••• 1697 . •• ..... i44,2M ... 
'Tbelastyears6fWm'.III~.11OO- 1-2' •••• · 273,69:r~, 
The wars of Q. Anne .... 1709r-12 •• : •••• : 285.150. . 

ThetirlityearsofGeo.1..1713-lf~ ~"~',~ 4~l,.pJ.. 
The firstofGeorg~ll ...... 1726-28 ...... 43~,832,' 
The peaceful years .. .' ... 1736- 8 ....... 476,941.' 
The war of •••. , ••••• 1739-41 •.• ~ •• 38-4:,19'1. 

The peace(ul yearS", ••••• 1749'--8-f '. . •••• 609,798. 
The war of ........... ~'.17.u-51 .... ~ .. 451~5ot. 
Tqe.first of George IU.} 1760 .••• ~"I" ~71,~41~ 

. War'un • .-.,... 1761. ~08,220, . 
The peaceful years ....... 1764-66 • •.•• •• 639,872-
Ditto .............. : ... J771- 4 .', ~.: .. 795,9"1 
The American ·war ••• ' • .1775- ., ~... •• 760.798. 



could be obtained of the-progressive increase" 
<?f Dritish seamen.; 'but it, appeared~' that ~tn 
1792;' from the register unclet the New Na'Vigil
tion Act, that there ",'ere' belonging tv the 
Dritish dominiOns, H},079Sbips'ofl,540, 14'5 
tons~ navigated by 118,216'British'seamen, of 
'Which 'England al~ 'emj,loyed 10,633 -sbips' of 
1,186,610 tons,'and 87,,569'men. ltwasmen':' 

-tioned, by his lordship, as a curious .specimen 
of the growth of -our'nayy, that tbe 'privateers, 
'litted out 'in the -single port-of Liverpool;8uring 
,the American war, were nearl y'equalin tonnage to 
the' whole fleet equipped 'by 'Elizabeth, . in '1588, 
to oppose the Spanish armada, whieh cOnsisted 
only of 31,985 tOllS; and 15,272- men, while 
the 'other 'measured 30,787 'tons, 'and 'Wete 
manned by 8,754 seamen.' No opposjtion Walt 

made to this Sll.lutarybiU,wbich nry soon pas
sea into a law~ About 'the same ti~e, a very 
-satisfactory account ,of the prosperous state of 
the Dritish territories, in India, was given to' 

the House 'by ·Mr. Dundas, in the exhibition 
of''hi~ -annual '.budge4 by 'which -it appeared, 

, . . 

Tho French war .•••• ',' 1778, •• •• .• 657.28:l, 
The 'Spanish war •••••• ,'1779 •• .'. •• 590.9 JJ, 
Tbe!Dutch war ....... "1~1 ••••• , -547.953. 
":l'hepeaceflll1ear& •••••• 1784- '6 •• • •• t 926.780 • 
.Ditto ••• " ... ;_ •••••• ,~ .. 17go..- :& _ •••• 1;1290979· 



158 

. that, . i:n the course of the preceding year; the 
. Company's affairs. had experienced a net im
provementof nearly sixteen hundred and 

. seventy thousand pounds, after the payment 
of half a million to the British government. , 

The attention of Parliament, however, was 
. soon recalled from the contemp.1ation of these 

naval, commercil:ll, and political advantages, to 
a new discussion of questions, . already decided' 
in the most solemn and deliberate mannet.
On the 30th of May, Mr. Fox,: having embo-' 
died all the objections of his little party' in 
,certain resolutions, submitted them to. the 

, House of Commons, for the double purpose 
of affording himself and his associates another 

. opportunity for the declaration of their sen
timents" 011. public affairs, and of! recording 
these proofs of their political wisdo~ <¥l the 
minutes of the House, for the benefit of pos
terity. The war, its object, its progress; the 
means of carrying it 'on, the subsidiary treaties, 
and the conduct of our allieR, were all pressed 
into this compendium of party politics,whi<;h 

. further contained the important discovery, that 
a secure peace was attainable by the British 
government~ and ought to be attain~d; a'nd 
that. the proper means of attaining .it was an 
explicit diiavowal'of interference in the internal, . 

, affairs of' France, ()r, at -le-as·t, a distinct sped-
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fication of the nature and ntent of that inter
ference~, Ip., supporting !hese, e~traordinary 
'resolutions. which, .could answer no ,one good 
purpose., and th~ sale tendency orwh~ch, sup
posing them capable of makipg ',any impressjoD, 
was '0 dispiri' our aJlies, and to encourage our 
enemies. both foreign and domestic; all the old , . , 

topics of declamatioQ were rellewcd,accompa-
nied, as usual, by many invidious personalities, 

,and stale iQvectives. It wall ,contended that 
. it was highly impolitic to demolish jacoi:linism, 
without specifying the system of g~)\'ernment 
to be adopted in its stead; and the restoration 
of monarchy, without declaring which :of tlle 
monarchical constitutions of France was refer
red to, was asserted to be 80. vague and unsatis
'factory, as to deter even the royaliits of France 

, . 
, fr6m contributing to the success of the scheme. 
-Our. situation was represented to be most 
gloomy, and c\'en, hopeless; --" our force wai 
stated to be daily diminishing, and our resources 
to be rapidly wasting aw~y ; while those of the 
French were increasing in strength, and extend
ing in number. 'What the party, howel'er. 
'Wanted in accuracy, they supplied. in candour; 
far it was openly admitted, that they had no 
hope of inducing the House to pass the reso
lutions; but'they expected one good to arise out 
of l?e discussion i-,namely. that, it would lead 



the p~opte'ser1ously t-o reflect on tlle-evilswllicB 
lIU1'rounded them, .induce\ them ,to assemblt-,. 
'perhaps in the cuurse·qf themmmer',in a legal 
manner, arid. byl1eclaring theirsentiments:witb 
tI '8tron{j ~oice, to 'awaken-ministers ·t-o·JlsenSe 
of the "trite interests Qf the country. lIere 'Was 

. an acknowledgement, that their· arguments 'Were 
-not addr~ssed t-o the representatives of the 
. people 'in' Parliament; but to the p(;pU'lace-out 
of it. Thus, while the dfortsof the govern~ 
ment, seconded by alt the :loyal and welt-dis
posed part of the community, _were directed to 
the suppression f>f those ~etlitiousassemblages,. 
which were now openly bel~in various parts 
.of thekingdOlll for the dissemination of the 
most mischienru's principles, and 'Which wete 
'hostile alike to public peace and· to social, ordel', 
these factious leaders of .a party did bot blush 
to hold out -a public invitation to the-disaffected 
to continue _their meetings; the qualification o~ 
holding them ·in.a legal mariner being a mere-, 
veil to cover the grossness of t11e proceeding; 
for, in the present temper of the public mind ... 
imbecility alone cou1d belie,-e that ~hepersons. 
who would assemble on such an occasionF and 
on such an invitation, 'Would subject· tlleir 
meetings, or' their' discussions, • to the sal~tary 

'restraints of those' laws which . they openly 
reviled, 'or to the decorous regulations of a 
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legislative body" c:v,en the legality of: wbic~ 
they peremptorily denied. 

1\Ir. Sheridan was most unsparing in bis 
abuse ·of administration, whom: pecharged 
witl) being the, authors of a system .of alarm. 
~alculated t~ deceive jlnd to ensnare. the. people,. 
~flile be maintained, that tbe traitorous designs. 
,which had been indicated in the reports of th«= 
.secret committee, werefabulous, plots, andforge4 
conspir~cie8, originating solely in the foul 
imaginations of hili :Majesty's ministers. This 
.baseless. assertion was immediately repelled by 
,Mr. Pitt, as des,titute alike ofprobabilily and 
pf decency. He jus~ly rega,rded 1\Ir. Sheridan's 
a~use as being tOQ often repeated to p()ssess the 
merit of nov~lty, and as too unfounded to have 
any i":1portance attached to it. Dut there' 'Y'as 
'&Otrle, degree of novelty, indeed, in such a mode 
Df ~ttack on :the report of twenty-ont: meI!'bers, 
'to whose character, for hon'our and integrity, hq 
~woul~ not do any injury by comparing it with 
,the, quarter whence it proceeded. A call 19 
prd,er by a member, of the party, and supported 
,by the Speaker, who ha~sl,lffere~ 1\1r. Sheridan's 
,scurrility to pass without notice,. induced l\h. 
,Pitt to apologile to the Chair,. and to the 
;flonse. to which alone. h~ declared an apology 
,to ,be . du~; while he properly reminded the 
,Speaker, that the language;, which he had,beeq. 
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blUed upi)n to ansWcl'wa!oJ \lot within th~tulH. 
either of. parliamentary dtbateJijr \}f patliameti.l. 
taty. 'decency. 

Mr. Pitt tl\ert justified tb'e c61hmittee 
. against' th~ 'sel'lseYes~ at1:a'ck 'which had bfle\\ 
made Upon its integrity, ~fu~d the so1id groundS. 
ob. 'Which it's report had been rounded, nnd 
excu\pated 'thegove'l'Ument from the va:tIDlls, 
charges which had been. 'ptefenlt'd ·8~ain~t it. 
In this 'defence there wM, 'OfneceslSity" ·nlud' 
()f repetition, it lleing e'quaTIy impossible and 
8u'pertlnous always to 'tu'ge \le\ltr :l'easO!ls ~ga..tnst 
old a:ccusa:ti()ris. M1': Fox having inftrrt-d, 
f1'6111 the exis'te'n.te of <liffe~it 'fo\"1DS Qf goverhl. 
inent,at tpe same time, in 'every pei'iod6-f 
history, \vithout plrod'liclng 'wars, tha:t the Jacal . 
bin goVe'liunent of FrahCle JC6u1d not be iiic6m
patibleMth the Jsecurity bf oil~r :sn't~s, ,-Mr. 
Pitt :adrilitted theipremises bat denied the con
Clusion. Ue ia-llowed tbe ·bppositt fo~! ~ 
governrnen!trilight '(!o<x!Js:t \\'i!!hont interfering 
with 'each ofher, ·'Whdn l:beyilcted tipoil f('ertllin , . 
\'ules, and from 'cfltaj'n prind~ples-; bat'theea'Se 
\Vas different witli jrespec't 'to "such :a -3Ys~tn ia!l 
that which ~'lQ\V prevailed· ib ¥ranlce~;"--'k lsystem 
~uch as had never exis'ted lIefdre!in 'ailY COtuitrY •. 
and to which 111) analog)"Cduld 'be fodnd ~a 
t~11e bistory 'of n'iaill('ind ;-a system '\tlhi't'h he 
:des~ribeil·as'Cld111i1f:·tingQ~ 100 mo(liliictitiati iijf 'i~ 



'Vices, excluding all principles, and be~Iotu'i'~ 
itself the seed~ of hostility to everyre~ 
govem~ent i-a ,aYlitem not posseuing the 
meant of power for the pwtection of its sub-

. jects, but usurpiug them for their oppression. 
-Such a system p.resented' no remedy for its 
vices, .or hope of security to its neighbours, 
but -1ft its entir~ subversion. Mr, Pitt resisted 
the pr-opoial for entering into a negotiation 
with France, at this" juncture, on 'the ground, 
that the mere attemp,t would produce an instan
taneous'dissolution of the (;onfederacy, while 
ther~ 'Was tu>t the ,sruaUeit prospect of conclud
ing ~ peace, upon terms that would be either 
honourable or safe. He IllccessfuYy ridiculed 
the preposterous notiOl'1 of prescribing the form 
of government to be establislledin France on 
the destructioft of 1;heeKi$ting (mn, as being
foundcdon the very principle of interference, 
'which the,. persons 'Who ad ,,"anced ,it had 60 

tltrongly ~epl'Obated; and as carrying that prin
ciple to a much grenterextent than ministers 
and their tlupportfl"s bad ever pretended to 
aNY it to. The 1;{0000e di¥ided en the pt:evi
ous question. which 'was ,ca.rried by-two hun(h:ed 
and -eight \fotes against fifty-seven. The dh"i
-eiOR in the HOU6e of Lords, where the Duke 
-of TIed fOrd :had -condescended to produce}lr~ 

• J' !& 



Fox's resolutions,' was, on the motion for ad
journment, one hundred against thirteen. 

I t was this obstinate perseverance in prin
.cipIes, and in conduct~ so. repugnant ~o' the· 
.general sense of the :Country, and SQ' hostile to' 
;its '.welfare, that,. probably, . fixe~ the deter
. mination . .0£ the leaden~. of the Whig Party, 
, who had . long supported 'the ministers,.to take . 
:upoI'l, them a. proper share of the responsibility 
\ which' attac.hed, to their measures. In pur-
. suanceof ·this honourable resolution, the Duke 
~of Portland accepted the situation of. Secretary 
.of State for·the Home Department~-Earl.Fjtz
',william. was appointed President qf the Coun
;dl;~Earl Spencer, Lord Privy Seal;~a~d,Mr. 
Windham, S:ecl'etary'at War. with a seat in the 

;.Cabinet" which did not attach. to the office, 
. Lu~which was assigned, as an honoUf\Lble mark 
,of mnfidence and distinction.-;-Other .members 
(of ,the same party were lik~wiseadmitted into 
.. the administration. The :lllotives whi~h influ
L enced the conduct .of. these distinguished per
,sons, on the present occasion, were indeed most;. 
. eUlinentIy laudable" They act~d from .. a high 
, sense. of public duty; from a deep-rooted prin.,. 
- ciple. of genuine patriotism,. which abhqrs in
_ terest. as 'R, rule ,of actioI), and renders allpri
.-vate aHa<:~m~ntsJand personal Jl:iendship, sub-
servient to the genera.} gooel,-to the we1fare~ 
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'the prosperity, and the happiness of the state. 
-It was the sacrifice of patriotism on the altar' 
of ~he country. 

Such an accession of strength to the
minister. could not be received wi~out evident; 
marks 'of ,disappointment and disgust, by the' 
small remnant of that body which ha(t deserted' 
its leaders, and which might,nlore properly,be 
termed afaction than a part!!. As Parliament... 
was not yet prorogued, they determined to~ 

make that the chann(!l for the conveY!lnce of 
their sentiments, and their feelings, on the 
subject. to the p~blic. With' his usual inge
nuity, Mr. Sheridan contrived tb. introduce' 
them into the discussion of a motion which .he 
submitted to the House on the lOth of July,. 
respecting the .Prussian subsidy; -lIe then e:x
patiated 011 the imputed inconsistency of those 
who had joined the ministry, particularly of 
the new Secretary at'Var, who, he imagined, 
was DOW repOl,ing himself in the cool shade 
of the Chiltern Hundreds. He professed to 
lament what he called the dttreliction of prin
ciple (but what was, in fact, a fi.rmadherence 
to principle) in that gentleman and the Duke 
of Portlal,ld, both of whom, he said, had pledged 
themselves never to act with the present admi
nistration. _ They ~ad, indeed, ac~epted a ~hare 
of responsibility; and. he ventured to predict, 



that it would, be a ptriIOlts re~onsibi1iry, tha.t 
a. solemn . hout-of. ac~ount wogldJ , at1el1gth, 
arrive, which no accession of numbers could 
ward off, or protract, when. the hearts. of the 
nation would be turned to !one· ulan, . \t'hosc: 
glory no .diminution of party coul~l 1mpai;, bu.t· 
who appeared to stand Ol~ higher ground by 
b~jng less .urrounded.-,....To him, in. the &tormy 
hour, would the pation tUTD) and they would 
find him-

. (. -
.. Like a great sea-mark. standing every flow, 
f< And saving those tbat eye hifu:' 

The natural termination of this pompOlls paile. 
gyric; in which 1\Ir. Sheridan' proved himself.a. 
better aratot than a prophet! was strictly appl'()oo 
priate ;-laudari a lauliatlJ vito, is, certainly an 
honourable distinction, bllt, if th~ converse of 
the proposition ·be equally true, Mr, Fox had 

. ':oot much reason to be gratified with the 
officious commendations of his political trum.
peter. 

In . his desnttory harangue, l\ft. Sheridan 
-}lad ton hived once more to expatiate on the 
object of the Waf, the state of our alliances, 
And oli the various questions, either connected 
with; or arising out of, those import~nt iiub~ 
jects-. On aU these points, l\It.Pitt thought 
'it necessary agaia to correct his mistatePlents, 
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Q-ct to expo~ hit fallade.s. He dlastisfJl )It .. 
Sheridan .. with be~QIUing s.evcl'ity. for Itigma.., 
tizing, 84 «Capotl, aU tllose -powers, including 
Creat llritai!), who en:tcred into i confeucracy 
t\g~in't the Jacnbio gpvemmlt1u of France;-:'! 
.. mfJde pf .peecb, which, like many of ,tho 
t4'opet illtI figufC' ""seQ by the, opposition at: 
this period, had beea oorrowed from the mem1 
ben ~n.d admirers of that governmeAt. Mr. 
Sberidaa hayiug' asked, ill the course 01. hit 
general ceflsure. of ministers, what _ promise 
they had fulfilJe.d?-Afr. Pitt calle,! upon llim 
to say, ",hat promise they had brok~n? Tho 
ooly way io which it was PQSsihlc for them. to 
break their promise, wa. to follow his adyicc;. I 

and to relinquish the obje.ct of' tbe war~tq 
abandon every engagement witl. ~ir allie.,--, 
to forget every debt lflJich they owed ,to Joei, 
ety, - every trust repo5ed jn them by their 
Sovereign, and by Parliament,-:-and every thing 
which they owed to hOD our, honesty, or tlteir 
OWD reputation. 

Jt had heen mad~ o~ par~,of the charge~ 
agaiD~t mini$ters, that they were unpopular in 
America. But Mr. Sheridan, '" hile he pee!' 
ferred this strange accusation, had observed, 
that there -was a lacobin party in t}1at country, 
acting ou French p.rinciples, and pmmoJ:ing 
FICoch iuterest.s. : Alr. Pitt exp~ssed hia hopes, 
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then, ;that the King's Ministers were'uunpo-;, 
, pular with that party~ ~s Mr. Sheridan himself 
was with those' who'opposed' Jacobinprincip:les 
in this 'coun try. He could not' have' believed, 
if he had not heard the fact from his own Ii ps, i , 
that the· persons who professed those principles: 
in -America, were parti>f Mr. Sheridan's corres": 
pondents; but.he was not very nice in his choice 
of corrf~pondt'nts in' the Western hemisphere . 

. It was' of littie'conse4uence, however, whether 
the British Ministers were popular or unpopular' 
in America ;-he, for ,one, always: expected, tQ 
be unpopular; with Jacob-ins, at: hmne ' and 
abroad. It was enough for ,him to know, that 
the. popularity of administration in this country' 
would dl'pelldon the success of the,ir efforts: to' 
check the progress of, Jacobin, principles,' an~ 
on their firmness in' opposing thelll,\vherever 
they occllrre(l, and in whatever shape they 
might be found. To promote impressions 
unfavourable to the successor. the war; and" 
to Tftrine, if possible, a small, degree' of 
that popularity which' had been lost by, Mr .. 

. Sheridan's Jacobin ti-ienus, in America, :was 
,pretty clearly the great object of his present 
motion: 

Having animadverted, with equal 'spirit, 
'On Mr. Sheridan's strictures on alLthe measures 
of government,' Mr. Pittobserved~ in conc1u-



aion, that none of those. measures, nor yet. the 
object of the war, had produced 50 muchin"ita
tion in his mind, as one. matter .. 01' domestic. 
concel'D' to which he had 50 pointedly alluded. 
He had asked, what there could be, but a great 
and pressing necessity, to produce the new' 
arrangements in the present administration?-,.
This question ~Ir~ Pitt answered with another;
What. greater necessity couM . there exist to. 
faithful subjects of their Sovereign, to honest 
guardians of. the constitution, and to. sincere 
loven of their country, to unite. their efforts 
~o preserve the .security of. the Cl'own,.~th~ 
authority of the. Parliament,-:-the liberty,. the 
tranquillity, and the. .,afety of .the. nation~ 
than the necessity of the present moment?~ 
What description of persons were more likely 
tQ serre the King well, or to defend the Con.., 
Iltitution wisely and faithf.ully, than those who 
had united on the ground of that necessity?
What was their object? They were . not con .. 
teuding whether cne family or another should 
compose the administration; they were not con~ 
tending, on constitutional points, whether, this 
or that, legislative measure,-whether this. or 
that mode of representation, ."shouldbe ad~pt
ed; -they were not thendeba~ing w'hat was the 
best form of government for .India, nor· discus
ling the merits of a. peace .made twelve years 
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agl). Having state(l what was not, the olUed. 
ef the ne\v administration, a~d what they.bad 
1701 dOlle, Mr. Pitt proceeded to stat~ what wo" 
theil' object, and what they were doing.:r...Tb.ey. 
werec:onsidering, during the existence of. an 
alal1uing, ,disastrous, and unprovoked war, 
wh:lt was the best Dlade of defendimg. th« 
libertI. the property, a~d the security of every 
Englishman, ._ by preserving the constitution 
from the dangers and. destruction with which 
it was threatened ......... And, as they tendered theu 
allegiance, 8S they tendered their safety, a8 

they therished the memory of their ancestors, 
who had clef ended that constitutioo, as they. 
regarded the interests of their posterity~ they 
were bound to lay aside e\Oery distinction, to 
remO\Oe every obstacle, and to unite tlle talents, 
the characters, the integrity, and the honour, 
of all 00lleit men who were able to serve their 
eouqtry;.,...upon which union depeooed, most 
essentially •. tht! present an<l future safety, not 
only of Grea.t Britain, but of Europe. On these 
principles. had they ~lDited ;~on these pl'inciple. 
would they act; and if their f);.ertioll' slwuld 
llnfortunately- fail to secure the desired success, 
they would .. at least, ha.ve the consolation of 
being conscious that every effort bad been mad&' 
which human :wisdom could suggest; and that 
nothjog had been w:'.ntingron their parts, to .. 
wards the attai.g~ent of ~ object, to which 
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tllere was not one among them who would not 
devote all 11M faculties,' and, jf necessary, his 
life.-TIlese, Mr. Pitt solemnly declared to be 
bJs feelings and sen~ts on the subject. 

After this explicit avou'al of the grounds of 
the new union of political characters, an union 
founded on the best anti purest priilcipleil 
which can actuate the mind of a patriot, the 
Hoult negatived Mr. Sheridan's motion without 
a di'fision; and, on the 10th of July, a period 
was put to the sessions by 8. speech from the 
tbrone. 

It is not possible to pay a closeattentiou 
to the IIpeechts of Opposition, during this 
session, without perceiving their uniform and 
direct tendency to encourage - the Fr~nch 

government to persevere in. their destructi,-e 
system of foreign and domestic policy;-and; 
at the same time, to animate the mind, and to 
invigorate the efforts, -of sedition, at borne. 
With the' solitary exception of the rom-,der of 
the King, there was scarcely an act of the 
Executive Council of France'which was not 
either openly defended, or indirectly palliated, 
in tbe British Sen~te.-French vigour, and 
French courage, afforded' frequent topics of 
applause and admiration· to English Represen~ 

tatives,-while the etrortl of our own troops 
(unless, indeed, conducted by leaders imme .. 
diately connected with the party) extorted no 
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mark of approbation, and while the disasters' 
"Of our allies were dwelt oil with evident plea"; 
sure; those allies, too~ were vilified by ... the:' 
party, who lavished onthelQ the most 0Pl')f()pri-: 
ous terms which the language could supply; 
they were reprobated as plunderers by. those 
who c~uld descry' nothing to condemn hi the: 
conduct of a government which subsist<;d. :ohly· 
by plunder ;-they wereteviled as despots bt 
those who could seenothing but integ~ity;'wis-; 
dom, and happi'.less, i:n the'most atrocious, and·, 
sanguinary despotism which had ever disgraced 
the earth.-Their cause, which' was the cause. of 
Britain, was represented, to:;' be as hopeless . and 
desperate, as it was base and unprincipled j 
while the cause of France was boldly proclaimed. 
to be prosperous and triumphant,' as it was 
virtuous and just. The resources of this 
country, too, were declared to be weak, falla
cious, and temporary, while the .resources of 
France were pronounced inexhaustible. Lan
g!.lage better calculated to rai~e the spirits 'of 
our enemies, and to depress our own, the human 
imagination can scarcely conceive; yet such 
-was the substance of the speeches of 1\Ir. Fox 
and his friends, on .the subject of the .war, in 
. reference to these various points. 

In regard to our domestic enemies, their 
declarations were calculated to produce a similar -
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effect: not a ~easure was proposed, to c11eck 
the torrent of disaffection, and to crush the 
growing' evil, ere ,it arri\'ed at destructive 
maturity, that did not experience the most 
,determined resistance; nota plan was unfolded, 
,however pregnant with mischief to the country, 
which was not deemed 'a fit subj~ct lor levity 

,and, ridicule; not an accusation was preferred, 
.ho~e,·er serious and weighty', which was not 
,treated with derision; not a conspiracy was 
'developed, however supported by authentic 
,documents" and llnequi"ocal proofs, the very 
existence of. which was not denied,; and no 
.age~i of sedition was coD\'icted who did not 
.excite a lively interest~and a deep compassion,
,and' who did not experience' protection and 
; encouragement,'· . 

:But the most, consummate assurance was. 
; requisite to term the plots which were unfolded by 
~ the secret committees of both Houses, and which 
were supported by such a body of evidence as 

',was adduced in their reports, forged plots and 
fahricated conspiracies! No effort, however, 

'. Some membe~~f the Opposition, at this period, paid a 
visit to the Scottish convicts, under sentence of transponation. 

I These gentlemen, probably, recollected, that the'Roman dem .. 
t gogne, Clodius, succeeded in persuading the people, that the 
. patriots, who had suffered for conspiring with Cataiine agains,' 

the state, had been unjustly Ireated! 



appeared too great, no meannes: too little, whicH 
~uld. forward the grea.t <>bject in view-the 
embarrassment of ministers, and the success 
of their enemies, of whatever description. The 
.leader of that small band of poli tical dec1~mers, 
which now formed the Opposition in Parliament, 
suffering untIe.' the pangs of disappointed 
.ambitio~,a11 his llOpes (Iefeated, all his projects 
frttstrated, sunk, degraded, and mOll'tified, appears 
to have listened:to the suggestionS of despair. 
aDd, foregoing all expectatioill of succredlng 
to 'power but t1~roug-h the merlJ.um of the 
populace, to have resolved to recur to that 
.desperate expedient; and, rathtr to ,gratify his 
-wi&hes -.at the l'isk of.a; ,re'Voltltion;' than remain 
,quiet and passive, without consequence .or -dis-' 
tinction. At -least, on no other :sl1pposition 'Call 

llj'lIconduc-t, at this period, ,be ;aocounted for. 
UeposscssecJ. too llHlCh k--nowicdge andahilities 
not to appreciate the da,ngerswhioh threatened' 
,the country;* and not rtop.er.ceive the fuY 'Scope 

, nildinterrt of' those exertions which· the dis-

* In the nrious r~solutions which Mr. :Fo~ proposed to ' 
the House~ with a view to express his disapprobation of the 
war, and to deprecate its ·continuance. be acted in strict unison 
with (he rec~raed seutlmellt9 ot 1be seditious c1u~s: who .j;"sf11 
considered the warwith'France as a considerab1e impediment'to 
'the allain'meut of their obje<!ts. 'See' Appendix C. -to -tho 
pf.nied' reports of the Secret 'Committee of the' Houie'~r' 
Commons . . ,.. · f .:~ ,.,,' ".: i.! r't .~' ~ ,{ . 
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affected \\rere tllaki,ng ill different pa~ts IOf .the 
kingdom; nay more, he 'pOfi5essed $0 much 
intluence ovel' the· Members of the Societies. 
that a lingle won! of disappl'obatwll from hi.tu 
would laal'e sufficed to <deprive them of «lurage~ 
Glad to pat a stop to all their pmceeWng$,· 
That word, howner, wu Dever pronounced; 
~n the contrary., ~lhjs sentiments, respecting 
them, were (X)'I'lvcyed, not in theacCetl~8 'Of 
reproof, but in the language of palliation, 
uefence, and encouragement. 

Mr. Pitt, 011 the other hand, had, during 
this critical periQd, displayed great firmness and 
consistency of .conduct. Solely intent on pre
serl"ing the ,;essel of the State, which was 
entrusted to his care, from the rocks and 5hoa]$ 
with·which she was surrounded, he pursued his 
even and steady course, unseduced by the 
wiles, pf party, ~nd unintimidated by the blasts 
of faction. Exclusively occupied with the 
welfare of his country, his mind had no space 
Jeft for envy or jealousy to fill.-Regardless of 
power, but as the means to pr6mote ~his great 
end, he was willing to share it with all who 

, * 'I' havt heard -this fact asserted by . one of the most 

active. and most able leaders of the conspiracy. who avowed. 
the determinatioD of the Societies, should their means pro\'& 

• adequate to the accomplishment of their object, to produce a • 
c:~mplete revolution in this country OD FreQcb principle,. 
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'would join him in·' the noble attempt tt) attain 
it:---Such sentiments were as well·calculated to 
,extinguish all feelings of 'political hostility" 
as ~uch conduct was to inspire esteem and con
fide~ce.---And hence arose that union with the 
distinguished leaders of the Whig party, which 
-rendered his administration, in point of weight, 
. characte.r, ability, and influence, one of the 
'strongest and most powerful which had ever 
been formed, ·and peculiarly adapted to the 
pressing exigency of the times. 



CHAPTER XXX. 

AfI:tirs of France-Revolutionary means for creating an a~my
Relative force of tb. belligerent powers-Advant~ge of 
tbe French over their enemiell-'-Difference between the 
British and Austrian Commanders - Their respective 
pretensions-General Pichegru takes the command pf the 
french army-Adopts the plan of general Lloyd:'-'The 
Emperor of Germany places himself at the head of the 
allied army-Defeat of the french near Landrefy-Siege 
and capture of Landrec;y-Gallant action of some British 
and Austrian Light Dragoons, at Villars-en-Cau'chie-The 
French make an irruption into Maritime Flanders-Mas
terly conduct of General Clerfayt-General attack on the 
French positions - Tbe allies repulsed - The 'French 
attack the allies, and ire defeated with great loss-Expul_ 
lion of the silica from the Netherlands - Murderous 
decree of the French Convention-Cowardly conduct of 
the Commanden of Valencienne •• Condc, and 'Land
rec;y, which are surrendered to tbe French, together with 
Quesnoy-The Austrians are driven b;yond the Rhine
Creveccrur and Bois-Ie-due surrendered to tbe French by 
the cowardice of their commanders j and tbe French 
Emigrants basely given up to tbe eonquerQ1'S-The6trong 
fortress of Nimeguen evacuated by order! of the Duke of 
York-The French ~rmy of the Moselle defeat the allies, 
and force them to repass the Rhine-The Britisli ilerot, 
under the command of Lord Howe, falls in with tho 
French fleet, under Villaret-Joyeuse-Battle of the fint 
of June-French defeated, with the 1051 of eight ,bip. of 
the line-Succel' of the Britiah arml in tb. Welt In~i_ 
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Martinique and Guadaloupe taken-Saint Luci~ ana 
other French islands, reduced-Guadaloupe re-taken
Internal state of France-Stat~ of parties-Despotism of 
Robespierre-Committee of PQblic Safety-System of 
terror-Numerods e~ecutions:-Persecution of women
Fourteen young ladies executed together, for having. 
danced at a ball with the Prussian Officers-Twenty females 
of' ,Poitou gulllotined - Ferocious remark of Billaud
Varennes-Dreadflll state of the prisone~-Cruelty to 
pregnant women-Barbarous observation of Couthon
Trial and murder of the Princess Elizabeth-Execution of 
Count D'Estaing, of Thoun:t, and D;Espremenil
Memorable observation of D'Espremenilto Thoun:t
Anecdote ot' thourt:t":""Admirable reproof of Isabeau 
lYYouval, to the President 'of the Revolutionary tribunal 
-New 'schism among the Jacobins-Tbe Cordeliers
They attack the Men oj Blood - Chabot. ' ,Thoma~ 
Payne, • Anarcharsis Clootz, and othen, arrested-Exe-

'cl,ltion of Hebert and Ghaumette -Anarcharsis, Clootz 
guillotined - Dies' an 'atheist - Execution of Danton, 
CamiJIe Desmoulins, an'd others, £f the Cordeliers-New, 
decree for extending the system' of persecution-Decree 
for 'acknowledging the existence of a God, alaI the 
immortality 0{ the soul":'" Cecile Itegnault ~ Her 
execution, witli sixty other pers9n~, for a pretended 
cOllspiracy against 'the life of Robespierre - Barr~re. 
aCCllses Mr. Pitt o(ha\ling planned this conspiracy ...... 
Fulsome adulation .of .Robespierre -- Sanguin~ry deeree 
l'roposed by Couthon ~.~ Servilely adopted by th" C0I1-
vention-·· Sllbsequent Debates --- Divi~ion~ in the Com
mittee of Public Welfar~ --- Meditaied' ,destruction ()f 

, llobespierre--.Project of either party for murdering their 
oPllODents--Weak and indecisive~onduct of Robespierrc. 
.~-The other Jacobil1s court Ii jUllction witbthe Brissot~DI 
••• Tall~eD aJta~.ks l1~bespierre i~ the ConvelltioQ,--~Billa?d
V ilrelln~s supports l'dllien·.-Indecertt conduct of th" Con. 
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-.entioo - Refuse to hear Robespierre speak - TallieD, 
threate1lJ to murder him-Ra:;e of Robespierre--Decreo 
of Accusation against the two Robespierres, Cauthon, St. 
1~st, and Leb::s---The Gaoler refuses to receive them~ 
and the Guards suffer them to escape---Th~ 1acobins riS8 
in their deren~-Their cowardice and indecision---Activ. 
measurea of the Conveotio~--Robe~pierre and his asSQ

ciates aeized, and executed without trial-State of Parties 
after the death of Robespierre-Proceedings of the, Con
ventiOD---Execution of Fouquier" linville, Lebon, and 
Carrier- Law for luppressing all 'A.Jfiliated and Corres
ponding Societiea--The 1acobin Club attacked and'c1osed 
-Complaint of the 1acobins in the Convention--Charac
racter of the 1acobina by Rewbell- Rapid ,progress of 
Sedition in Great Britain--NewConventioo projected
The disa1r'ected are trained to the· use of armB--Plan <!f 
an insurrection in Edinburgh-Trial and execntion of Watt 
and Downie for high treason--- Trials· and acquittal of 
Hardy, Tooke, and Thelwall--Evideuce; of Mr, Pitt--
Existence of a Treasonable Conspiracy pl'O'fed-Acquittal 
of the State Prisoners, a proof of the excellence 'of the 
British Laws. . 

[1794] TIle system of terror which was 
completely established in France, gavt: to the 
mIen of that land an absolute dominion over 
the persons of its inhabitants, and ovel' every 
thing which it contained.~Resolved to extt'Ild 
their sway over the neighbouring 'countries, to 
enlarge their o\vn boundaries, and to obtain, 
by plunder, the means of supporting those 
gigantic efforts which they were thus enabled 
t. make, tht'Y.had armed, at the close 'of the 

V' q 
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year 1793, nearly one million of men) three 4un
dred thousand of whom were employed on the 
Northern frontier of the republic. To these 
the allies had not more than one hundred and 
~orty thousand men to 'oppose. Besidt:s the 
&llperiority of numbers, ,the French army had 
the advantage of being subjec~ to the orders of 
one chief, as it were; while the allies, com
pose~ of different nations, were commanded by I 
various, leaders, who were very far from acting 
wi:th that cordial spirit of co~operation which 
was 'so essentially necessary, ~ot nlerely to 
ensure success, but to prevent defeat. At. the 
very opening of the campaign,. a difference 
arose between the British ~d the Austrian com
manders ; the Duke of York refusing to 
act in a subordinate station to the veteran 
General Clerfayt,; - the pretensions of' the 
former were supported by superiority, of rank; 
and'those of the latter by superiority ofmilitarl 
talents, skill, knowledge, and experience. 
The difficulty was' at length removed by the 
resolution of the Emperor of Germany to take 
the field in person. 

To enter. into a minute detail of military 
, ( -

op~rations is foreign from the purpose ,of ,this 
work; it is intended merely to state the general 
l;esult. The com'mand of the French army was 
given to General PichegruT an offic.er of grea~ 
merit, and of equal mo,d~sty., a quality rarely 
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to be fOllnd in a French republican.-He wisely 
resoh·ed, in conformity with a plan long before 
published by Gefleral Lloyd, in his political 
and military memoirs, to endeavour to turn the 
right and left flanks of the allies, and to kerp' 
the centre, which consisted of eighty-fivt 
thousand men, and was stationed between the 
Sambre and the Meuse, at bay. 

The Emperor took the command of tM 
allied amly, 011 the heights of Cateau; .in the 
middle of April.-The first Qperation deter~· 

mined on was the siege of Landr~y;· but, 
before it could be accomplished, it was necessary 
to drive the French from their cantonments in 
the neighbourhood. This was done 'by a 
general attack, on the 11th of Aplil, iIfwhicn 
the French suffered pretty· severely. The 
Prince of Orange then laid' seige to LandreIT~ 
'which surrendered in a f~\V days. On the 24th 
of April a ,·ery gallant action was performed, 
by two squadrons of Au,-trian Hussars, under 
Colonel Sentkeresky, and two of the fifteenth 
British light dragoons, under Major Aylett, 
amounting only to two hundred and seventy
two men in the whole. They had been sent on . 
a reconnoitring party, and had found the enemy, 
ten thousand strong, posted at 'Villars-ell
Caucbie. General Clerfayt, who had accom
panied ~he party, directed these squadrons to 
attack the French. They accordingly made. a '. 
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furious charge on the republican cavalry, which 
they immediately broke, and drove them behind 
their infantry. They then charged the infantry, 
which they completely routed, and pursued 
them to the very walls of Bouchain. In this 
brilliant affair, the French lost twelve huncire<l 
men, in killed and wounded, and three pieces 
of artillery. .The Emperor ordered Inedals to 
be struck on this occasion, and gi\1en to the 
British officers who had so nobly distinguished 
themselves. Two days after the French made. 
a general attack on the whole line of the allies, 
but were defeated, in every part~ with great 
slaughter. 

Pichegru, meantime, intent on his grand 
plan, sent fifty thousand men, under Generals 
Souham and Moreau, . to force the positions or 
the allies on tl1e right flank, and to overrun 
P1aritime Flanders. Here a yariety of acti~ns 
were fought, with :varied success. In defending 
himself against a superior force, General CI~r-' 
fayt displayed the greatest talents and courage; 
and the British troops distinguished themselves 
9n ,tarious occasions. O~ the seventeenth of 
May the Emperor directed a general a,ttack on 
the enemy, in order to dl;ve them out of Flan .. 
del's; but the attempt proved fruitless: on that, 
and on the following day, the allies, .and par .. 
~icularly the British, suffered most. se\'erely. 
Pichegru, resolved to improve the advantag~ 
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~bi<:h be had g"clined, and to profifbythe con
fusion and dismay which lIe flatte(ed himself he: 
had occasioned, advanced, on the twenty-second, 
of 1\Iay, with ,an army of one hundred thou-. 
land men, with a view to cross the ScheIdt, and. 

'to take Tournay. The attack began at five in~ 
the morning. and continued till nine at night.: 
The French were ultimately defeated, with the 
loss of .at least a tenth part of their force; 
while tbatof the allies amounted to three thou
sand men. But this vast effusion, of blood 
produced nothing decisive. The French gene-,. 
rals were perfectly regardless of the Jives of 
their men, and careless how many were sacri-
ficed, so that they attained their object. Ai 
fas~ as their ranks were thinned by the sword, they 
were filled up with fresh troops ; while the IOllsejf 
of the allies were slowly, and with diliiculty.: 
repaired~ The consequence of this disparity Wal. 

IUch as might be expected. After various engage .. 
ments, the alliea were compelled 'to yield ta 
the superior force of the enelUY; ·and" early in 

. July, the Freneh were left in possession, notonlyof, 
maritime Flanders, but of the whole of the Aus
trian Netherlands, which were again destined to 
experience aU the miseries whi,ch the most/ero- . 
dous banditti, tha~ ever disgraced the. llUDlall 

!laDle and char~cter. could inflict. 
If DOW only remained for the r~publicanj 
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to recover the fortresse~ of Valenciennes, 'oOncie; 
Landr~~y, and Quesnoy. In order to forward' 
this important object, the Convention passed a: 
decree, on the ,fo!lrth of July, by which it was' 
ordered, that if ~he garrisons of these places' 
should refuse to surrender at discretion, within' 
four luid twenty' hours after they bad been 
SUlumoned, ,they should'be all pl~t t.o the sword; 
T~lese llnlnanly -threats, worthy of the san
guinarywl'etches by whom they were devised, 
had ,no effect on the brave commander of 
,Quesnoy, who sustained' a siege of one and 
twenty days' befot'e he consented to surrender 
the place. Landt~Yt p~'ovided oilly with Ii 
feeble garrison, Was incapahte of defence,. and' 
Itherefore opened. its gates to the Fren~h. But 
Valenciennes, having been put in a. complete 
state of defence, was capable of sustaining .a; 
siege of eight' months, yet did the cOmmander 
basely surrender this important fortress, on the 
£7th of ,August, without a struggle;. deli,"et'ing' 
lJp more than eleven hundred loyal Frenchmen 
to the rage of their -merciless enemies.. Conde. 
too, though equally capable of resistance, fol. 
lowed the example three days after. 

The French generals now advanced ill' 
!ecurity.-~ollrdan, ,at the head (i)f the army of 
the Sambre and ,Meuse, pursued the Allstrians 
into 'the-Principality~of L~ege, and, after nrioui 



engagements, succeeded in obtaining possession 
of the Duchy of J uliers, and the Electorate or 
Cologne, and in forcing General Cterfilyt to 
repass the Rhine. The fortresses of Stephens
",ard, Venlo, and" Maestricht, were reduced 
by other tlivisions of the same army . 

. Pichegru. with the army of the north~ 

followed the British in their Tetreat towards 
1I01land~By the cowardice and treachery" of 
Colonel Thiboelt and the Prince of Hesse 
Philipstadt, he obtained possession "of the im.; 
portant fortresses of Crevecu~r and Bois-le-duc~ 
At the last of these places, four hundred and 
eight Ftenchemigran tswere given up to the sword, 
by the dastardly commander. At the beginning 
of November, the French began :the s~ge -of 
Nimeguen, without, however; the" sma11est 
prospect of success." But the Duke of York~ 
. to the surprise of everyo~le, ordered the place 
to" be evacuated on the night of the se\"enth; 
and the French took immediate possession of it; 

On the side 'Of the Moselle, where the French 
were" commanded by Hoche, they were· equaUy 
successful. The Duke of Brunswick, .at the head 
of the Prussians, and General Wurmser, "at. the 
head of tIle Austrian anny, made a long and obsti~ 
nate stand against the Republicans, and great 
numbers were slain On both sides; but, atthe-dose 
pf the campaigo1 the Allies were forced to "Croi~ 

I 
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the Rhine, leaving all the provim:es Oli the left, 
bankof that river in possession of the enemy. 

Thus successful, in all quarters, by land, 
the French Convention dee~ed th~ir, power 
equally irresistible by sea. ,As they expected a 
valuable convoy from America, they ordered
Admiral Villal'et Joyeuse, who commanded the
Brest, fleet, to put to sea for its protection.
With this fleet the British, commanded by Lord 
Howe, fell i,n, on the 28th of May; a partial 
engagement took place on that and the follow-: 
ing day; but on the first -of June the British 
commander, -having gained th~ weather-gage, 
was enabled to bring the French to a genera\ 
~ction. For abC?utan hour ~he French fough~ 
with great resolution, butthe,r ,admiral t,hen-, 
sheered, off, and all the sh~ps that were able· ' 
hastened to follow him; while the British: 
fleet was so crippled as to be unable to pursuer 
them~ Two ships of eighty, and five of 
seventy-four guns, however, struck, ,and were' 
taken possession of, except one, the N orthum
'berland, which sunk before the whole of her
crew could be taken out. Another FI:ench ship 
of the line s~nk 9uring the action •. But not~. 
withstanding this victOl'Y, the American" con~ . 
voy, about which the French expressed so 
much anxiety, eAtered Brest hal'bour in safety. 
twelve days after. 
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The British arms were sllccessful in expel
ling the French from the Island of Corsica~ 
which was fonnaUy united to the Crown of 
Great Britain, by the unanimous desire of 
the inhabitants. In the West Indies, General 
Sir Charles Grey, and Admiral Sir John Jervis, 
succeeded in reducing the islands of ~Iartinique, 
Guadaloupe. Saint Lucie, the Sennts, Desirada. 
and Marigalante. But the ravages of disease so. 
thinned the British force, in the course of th~ 
summer, that Guadaloupe was retaken by th~ 
enemy. The power of Great Britain thus 
proved as triumphant at sea as that, of Franc~ 
djd by land. 

While, however, t1le arms of th~ Republie 
aIled a dazzling, though delusive, glory around 
her, her internal sbte w lS such as to render,: to 
her inhabitants, the .8borching sands of th~ 
Arabian deserts an ,. en,::~ble residence, and a' 
comparative paradise. At the close of 1793. 
the Brissotins being totally crushed, Rob,es. 
pierre reigned. Lord Paramount of France, 
exposed to no opposition, and subject to no 
control. At the head of the committe~ of 
public safety, which might be conside"red as 
his privy council, he had for his associates fonr 
men of .congenial souls, - Billaud Varennes, 
CoUot. d'Jierbois, (the fath~r of the Republic) 
Saint Just, and Couthon.-Carnot was admitted 
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~s a. member on account of his military know· 
ledge, in which, of course, these upstarts were 
wholly <lef1cient. From this (,:ommittee, ~Vl1icll 

was literally a committee of destruction, issued 
those mandates of death which filled all the 
numerous prisons of the capital ;-for the de"
testable Parisians, to whose rebellious spirit the 
demolitiollof the fortress of the Bastille w~ 
owing, wel'e now destined to experience a most 
appropriate reward, by seeing a new bastille 
erected in e\"ety street. To explain the 
frivolous pretexts on which these partakers of 
liberty and equality, these freemen of· France. 
whose fate was deemed S9 enviable. by the 
ieforming citizens of Great Britain, were not 
bnly imprisoned, but eiecuted; to describe the 
'Wanton acts of cruelty exercised upon them 
duting their confinement, when every kind of 
barbarity Was aggravated by every species of 
mockery; and to cietail the flagrant iniquity of 
the judges and juries, though a task which: 
for the benefit of future times, should be per~ 
formed, would require a volume of no nmderate 
ai~e. Though not less than forty persons, of all 
ages; and of both sexes, were daily consigned 
to tlie guillotine, the· prisons, replenished as 
flOOn as th~nned, were almost const~ntly full. 
The rage of these monsters in human· shape 
$eems to have been more particularly directed 
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against women ;-to deprave tlleir mQrals~ tQ 

persecute their persons~ and to f('rward their 
destruction, appeared to be equally the object~ 
of their study. Fourteen young ladies. from 
Yerdun, who are described, by aperSQll whq 
was imprisoned with tliem, as being of unex .. 
~mpled modesty, and having the appearanc~ of 
virgins dressed for a bridal feast, were led 
together to the scaffold, on a charge of having 
danced at a ball given by lOome Pruss ian officer~ 
in 1792, while the place was in possession of 
the allies. Twenty -females, fro~ Poitou. 
mostly peasants, were also executed toget~r~ 
While they were laying in the yard of the 
prison, one of them bad an i~fallt at her breast, 
which was forcibly torn. from her, as _they 
were going to ~onduct ller to the place of 
txecution. -Several of these unhappy female~ 
died on the way, but the savages gu\l1otined, 
their bodies. Many women, in a litate Q( 
preg1lancy, died in the different prisons· f~ 
want of that assistance which .their .sitlJation· 
required. -And when Billaud Varenne~ wa~ 
apprized {)f the fact, instead· of giving s~ch 
orders as would prevent a recurrence of the; 
~vil, he ren1arked, with true philosophical· 
apathy, "'Tis so much trouble saved to the eie~ 
c:utioner. " 

So dreadful was-the state~r. the prisoner~ 
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that many of them actually petitioned to be . 
executed.' To a woman .. who applied for this; 
purpose to him~ Couthon said-u You have 
not been long enough in a situation which 
makes'death desirable." A lady, in the last 
stage of pregnancy, was seized with the' pains 
,of labour at the moment when she was sum .. 
moned to repair to the guillotine. Regardless' 
of her situation, 'she was compelled to descend 
to the yard, where two soldiers dragged her 
towards the cart, till her. agonies rose to such a 
height that they ,~ere at length compelled to 
put her into' the first room they could find,' 
where she was immediately delivered, alone, ana 
without a~sistance. ' 

Among the crowds who were thus hurried 
to the scaffold, with indiscriminate barbarity, 
was the Princess Elizabeth, the virtuous sister 
of Louis XVI. a lady of spotless purity of mind 
and chaloactel·, whose whole life was a mingled 
~cene of humble piety-and acth'e benc'''olence. 
She was charged with having conspired to 
restore royalty, with persons,- many of whol1t 
:,he had never e\'en seen ;-not a witness was 
produced, nor a single attempt made to sub

"stan1liate any one t~ct _alleged against her.-She 
was condemned to death with twenty-four of 
her 'reputed accomplices; and she died, ,as'slle 
had lived? devPLlt, tranquil,' and resigned» 
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considering the sentence which consigned her 
to the scaffold as a welcome passport to abetter 
life. 

The Count d"Estaing, who had disgraced 
bis rank by his conduct, fell, at this time, an 
unlamented victim to the rev:olution which he 

. bad so warmly cherished i-and the Due di 
Dirol1 paid the forfeit of his life for his attach
ment to the Duke· of Orleans.-While under 
confinemel}t, howf\'er, this nobleman had tim~ 
for reflection i-he openly deplored the 'crimes. 
which he had committed against his Sovereign, 
and justly ascribed his fate to the prevalenc~ 
of those principleswhicb he had so industriously 
laboured to disseminate. Thoul'et and D' Epres-: 
menil were conducted to the scaffold together. 
The former had led the Norman bar, at the 
Parliament of Rouen; lle had early adopted 
revolutionary prinCiples, and when. 11e' :was 
appointed a' member of the States - General; 
he declareo, ,before he went to Versailles, 
his conviction. of the necessity of destroying 
both priests and nobles.· D' Epresmenil was a 
distinguished .member of theParlianient of 

. • Thil (act was related to me by a gentleman wh"o wal a 
member of the Parliament pf Rauen, 2nd who received it" from 
Thouret himself, in a conver&ati~n which he had with. hiOl 
before he left Rouen for V er~aillel. " .' , ' 
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by his strenuous oPL>osition to the governmelilt~ 
though his attachment to the monarchy wa$~ 
afterwards }mputed ,to him as an Ulwarclonable 
frilI}e.~Struck with the simila,rityof their fate, 
though their conduct had bee~ ,so dissimilar, 
D'Jfpresmenil said, to his fel\ow prisoner~" Thi~ 
cr day, 1\11'. Thouret, giyes us a dreadful problerp 
cr t~ solve ;~--against :whichof us .two will tb" 
&C clamours of the mob be, dir~cted ?:' . "Agai~l: 
"both, believe TIle," ans}Vered Thouret. 

When Isabeau P'Y ouva}, W ho h~d for
~erly h~ld the office. of chief clerk to - t:h~ 
Parliament ofPari~, was prought before. the 
Revolutionary Tribunal, which now sat at the 
~alais, where the Parliament formerly held their' 
sittings, ,the president said to, him,. with ,a 
malignant sneer, "Y oqmust recQllect thi$ 
hal,l ?'~ "Yes." answered h~,. " this is tqe place: 
n where innocence formerly satl'inJudgtlu~nt QlJ 

" crillW" but where criminals now condelnn th~ 
'Ie. innocent!" Such incideqts are. pregoa,x"t wid~ 
jD,Structiv~)essons. , 

The wan ton cruel ties now exerci$cd, however. 
wer~ viewed, even by some of the ,most sangui
IDl,ry r~v.oluti()njsts, w~t~ldisapprob~tioI?;' not: 
tlla~ these m.en had any' humane scrupks' which 
made them object to the effusion of blaod,.when: 
any purpose was to. be answer~d by shedding it, 
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but they did not like to see it~hed uselessly and 
unprofitably; besides, it is highly probable, 
they began to fear for themseh·es. Happily for 
the cause of humanity, one schism was no. 
sooner healed than another broke out among the 
Jacobins.-After the extinction of the Brissotin 
party, the Cordeliers, another branch of the 
Jacobins, sprung up; at the head of these were 
Danton, Fabre D'Eglantine, Camille Des
moulins; Hebert, and C.haumette; and, could 
they have agreed among themselves, they 
would have formed a very powerful opposition 
to Robespierre and his associates i-for they had 
none of that timidity and irresolution which 
marked the feeble conduct of the Brissotins.
But the three first ot these revolutionary heroes, 
and in particular Danton,. who had acquired 
wealth by the revolution which he wished to 
enjoy in peace, could ill-brook the beastly 
manners, and brutal conduct, of the other two~ 
whose constant declamations against riches, 
which they represented as inf.'lllible proofs of an 
aristocratic spirit, were by no means pleasing to 
their associates. 

Danton, though he knew that four of the 
five leading members of the Committee of 
Public Safety werc~·' his enemies, thought he· 
could rely on the friendship of Robespierre, who 
pl"Ofessed tl;le strongestattach~lent to:. him.-

VOL. IV. 
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To Robespierre, then, he opened his mind, 
~espe~ting the thr:eat~ned rupture between. the 
Jacobins' and the Cordeliers ;~nd thiJI sangui
nary' wretch, who had openly justified all the 
massacres of September, 1792, now affected t() 
~talld forth the advocate of humani,ty.-He 
represented, indeed, not the inhumanity, but the 
inutility. of such constant executions, and Robes
pierre affected to. cO~Jlcjde with him in opinion, 
but d.eclaredhis. inability tocoqtroul th~.furious 
Jacobi~s -with whom he was associated;' ~ even 
ca.rried his, hypocrisy So fa." as to connive; at the 
arrest of Chabot, 1'huriot, Bazire, Delaunay 
D' Angers,· Paine, an<~ Clootz, .and even enc()u
raged Camille Desmoulins to 'attack the men if 
~lood,. as, they were emphatically and appro
priately called, in his writings. The public. were 

. thus indebteq tc? Robespierre for the discovery of 
IPanyatrocious acts, which t~dtQ elucidate thiSi 
period of the revolu;tionary history; for Camille 
pesm9ulins now directed his attacks, in.a paper 
called .Le Yieu.l' Cordelier, against the Jacobins 

. of the Committee of Public ~fety, and those 
of the Commune of Paris j with .the ~ateriaIs 
of whkh hewas supplied by Philippeal.pc. •. who 
detail~d all the massacre~ which they had orderc:d .. 
andeyen charged them with sending troops Oll. 

purpose to be defeated, that the troubles. iu La. 
'. "V t!.lldee .~ight be prolonged~ 



Soon after this, Hebert, Chaumette; and; 
levrralothers, were arrested, thrown into prison, 
and executed, to- the great joy of the volatile
Parisians, who hailed, as their idol, one day, the 
very men whose death they applauded the next. 
4nacharsis Clootz, the orator of the human race, 
was guillotined at the same time. This man, 
while in, prison, uttered the m~st horrible 

- blasphemies, styled himself tke personal -enemg 
tj' Jesus Christ! and really died, as he had lived, 
a confirmed Atheist. The exultation of the 
l>cople, on the execution of Hebert and. his 

'associates, filled'Robespiel're with Illarlll, but he 
haq p-rocteded too far to retract. Danton, 
meanwhiJe, by di,"i<iing the Cordeliers, Had pa\-ed 
the way for his own ruin . ..;....He bad been com
pletely duptd by Rouespiell't', and, 011 the smh 
of March, he, .with his friends, Lacroix, Camille 
Desmoulins, and. Philippeaux, were arrested; 
in a' few -days they were tried, with seyeral 

'others, condemned,· and executed ;-Danroll 
predic'ting, in his last 'moments, 'that Robes-
pierre wouM speedily follO\v him. ' 

The time, at wllich the prediction of this 
exphing jacobin was to be fulfilled wasno1. 
far distant. Robespic:rre DOW feeling the ple
nitude of his power, resolved to exert' it to the 
utmost.' He immediately disclosed his inten
tion of extending the system of persecution, 

o !il 
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and, comprehensive as it already was, t1u~ 

'\Yonderful ingenuity of his diabolical mtnd 
contrived means for bringing within its grasp a 
still greater' number of objects than it' had 
hitherto emb~aced, and for enlarging the mass 
of victims to be sacrificed on the altar of 
jacobinism. A new decree was passed by the 
servile Convention, in which the forbearance to 
denounce uncivic language, or the utterance of 
complaints against the revolution, with other acts 
of omission and ,commission, equally harmless, 
were declared to be crimes, and liable to various 
degrees of p'unishment, from imprisonment tt> 
t.ransportation and death . 

. But Robespierre, although he acted' as if 
he believed there was no God, had ever professed 
his.-disgust at the cor,tluct or' the Atheistical 
zealots; and had declared, in the Jacobin Club, 

. t~at those who wished to suppress the celebra
tion of mass were greater fanatics than those by, 
whom it was performed; and that, ,under 
pretext of destroying re1igi<?n, a faction 'vas' 
labouring to make a religion of Atheism itself, 
This was pel-fectly true j but the' conduct of 
Robespierre had been uniforlllly such as to' 
render it impossible to believe that, in making this , 
declaration, ,and in acting as he _DOW actecl,he 
was influenced, in the smallest degre~, by a 
regard for religion. It is most probable that, 
finding every efrort to eradicate all religious 
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aQd moral principles from the h4man mind 
either abortive or only partially successful,-::-. 
that observing, where the attempt succeeded, it 
produced 'a set of wretclies equally desperate 
and untractable, w,ithout any bond of attach
ment or motive of obedience ;-and that the 
purpose for which this horrible system had been 
originally adopted, had been fully answered by 
the destruction of all those ~'irtuous priests who 
were considered as rifractor!/, and by the com
plete confiscation of all the property of the 
church, he conceived that, by giving a legal 
sanction to religious worship, he might mitiga.te 
the enmity of numbers, and more effectually crush 
the remnant of a faction who had dared to 
dispute with him the possession of supreme 
pow~r; \Vhatever was his motive, he made a 
long report to the Convention, on the 7th of 
May, in which he ascribed, and not without 
reason, many of the plots against . the govern .. 
ment to the prevalence of Atheistical principles; 
(to which he might, with at least equal truth, 
have imputed the conduct of the government 
itselfj) and he concluded with moving a decree, 
the only landable object of which was, the 
sanction of the freedom of religious worship •. 

This decree was adopted, of COlir-re, by the 
Convention~ who would, with .the same abject 
acquiescence, have given their sanction to it. if 
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its obje~t"had been to cortsecrate the worship 9t 
,I , 

SataIl:-- But the presumption which stamped the' 
very face of it, rendered' it nearly as disgusting' 
to every sober Christian, as the public- profession 
of Atheism, by the Convention,' on a former: 

.( 

occasion. It began by on acknowledgement of 
the .existence of a Supreme 13eing, 'and of the 
immorta,lity of the soul, (as if tl~ese were ad~en-' 
titious Circumstances' to which the characters 
of truth could II,.ot be attached without their 

Jiat) p~oclaimed in the same dry dictatorial style 
in \v hich these pl~ilosophical legislators had 
l>een acc~stomed to pro~ollnce, their political' 
apothegms on the liberty and equality of their' 
citizens~ ,and on- the unity and'indivisibility of 
their Republic. After such an acknowledgment. 
they could not dispense with the worship of 
the Deity i f~stivals, therefore, were instituted on 
every tenth day, or decade, tohi5 honour; 
but, at the same time, there. were associated with 
him, in this mark of distinction, murderers, 
rebels, and regicides; Marat. ~nd othef revolu-:, 
~ionary worthies, as well as the various passions 
and accidents to which human ,nature is subject. 
l1aving similar honours conferred on them. 
This strange ~11ixture of religious worship, and 
Pagan idolatry, sufficiently proves, that the 
cl$:'lusioll of the people was the pfj~cipal aim. of 
RoLespierre in his extraordinary decree; whicb~ 
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from a vanity peculiar to the French, wa~ ordered 
to be printed and-translated into all languages. 
In commemoration of this event, his friend and 
coadjutor, David, painted a large picture, in 
which he impiously gave to the fig,ure of the 
Creator the face of Robespierre I 

At this time an incident occurred which 
~ 

served to raise Robespierre in the estimation or 
the execrable and ,credulous Parisians.-A young 
woman, named Aimee Cecile Regnault, whose 
father was a statione~ at Paris, having a wish t~ 
see Robespicrre, called at his 'lodging in the 
evening"and, on being told that he could not be 
seen, 'shrewdly remarked, that a public func
tionary ought to be visible at all hours. This insult 
to the majesty of the Dictator 'was sufficient to: 
ensure her immediate apprehension.-On he'r 
examination before the Conventional Com-' 
mittees, she observed, with more good sens~ 
than fell to any of their membe~s, "That she 
would prefer one King to ~fty thousanct 
tyrants; and that she went to Robespierre's' 
lodging merely to see how a tyrant looked." 
But she peremptorily disclaimed' all intentionof 
doing him any pe,rson~l injury; nOT, indeed~ 
~oes it appear that she 'was prm;ided with 'any 
instrument for the purpose; and it: was made 
evident that she had neither acc'9Il1plic~, no'r 
confidant. This event, which in,' any other 
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town in the world than P;1ris, wou1d have excited 
ridicule and contempt, was trt;~ted as a matter 
of importance, and. as an infalliQle proof of a . ' .. ' . 
conspiracy against the invaluable life of Robes-
pierre; . who. acco·rdil~gly,. received nUll1erous 
congratlllations on his miraculouspreservatioQ; 
while Barrere, with his u~ual impudence, accused 
Mr. Pitt of contriying: the plo,t; and. Robes
pierre,afiectlng a, courage' which he did not 
feel, made an offer of his .life at the shrille of 
llis country. But the 'most iniquitous' part of 
this disgraceful transaction remains to be 
noti('ed,-The'unh~ppy girl, and one l'Amiral, 
who, from a motive of private revenge, had 
~ttell1pted to sho~t CoBot D' Herbois, with 
sixty' other persons, wcre,without ii-iaI,. and 
Withqut the examination of a single. witness,. . 
declared g~ilty of a conspiracy against the; 
Repu bli'c, and sentenced to die. . 

Nothing \\·hich the human imagination ,can 
conceive, in its most fantastic mood, or that 
1;'allcy could i'!lagine, in her wildest reveries, how-. 

_ ever extravagant, and however monstrous, could 
ex~e{'(l the fulsome ad~lation which now poured 
upbn Robespierre, w~th unexampled profusion,. 
from private individuals, and from public bodies, 
in every' part of France.-His face, it has been 
seen, was given to the Almigh.ty;-his n,ame 
~.~~ assigned to ~ planet;, on him was bestowed, 
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tIle appellation of the Messiah ;-in short, every
thing that was great. good, and virtuous, was 
l"cpresented, by these impious, profligate, and 
wretched people, as united in his person.
The documents containing the daring proofs 
of this horrible degradation of national cha-

'racter have, fortunately for thehistoriaD, been 
preserved, 0.1' credulity itself wo~ld be tempted 
to withhold its belief trom the&11. 

But with all the power which he enjoyed, 
with all the engines of destruction which he 
possessed, Robespierre was Dot yet satisfied;
for, on the 10tb of May, Couthon, bis asso;' 
ciate in the Committee of Public Safety, pro
posed a decree more atrocious, if possible, than 
any which had passed from the first dawn of 
the reign of telTor to the present moment.-'.
It not only ptofessed to regulate- the proceed
-ings of the ,Revolutionary Tribunal, and to fix 
the number of its judges, but went to establish 
m~ny new capital offences. Among the ~cts which. 
were thus to be rendered capital, were-the 
vilifying the National Convention, or the Revo-' 
lutionary Republican ,Govemment,"-the deceiv
ing the people, or their representatives, in orde~ 
to induce them to take measures contrary to the 
interests of liberty,-the spreading false news,
endeavours to lllislead the' opinion, and hinder 
the· instructiOn, or deprave the morals, of the 



people, ~o corrupt the public conscience, and" 
alter the energy and purity of the revolutionary, 
and republican. principles, or arrest" t~ir pro .. 
gress, whether by counter -revolutionary, ' or 
insidious; writings, or by any other machina
tions. To these, and many other acts, equally _ 

, vague, and un.defined, was the punishment of. 
~leath proposed to be affixed. And, that no 

.difficulties might, be interposed ,to the con
victiou of any man whom the tyrant wished 
to destroy, all· past rules of evidence were 
abrogated; ,and henceforth it was expressly 
declared, that, if there existed· proofs, whether 
material or moral" independent of testimoniaL 
proof, "no·witnesses were to be called, unless it 
should be _aeemed necessary for the detection 
of accomplices, or reasons of great public im
portance. No witnesses were to be. called either 
for the' prosecution Qr for the prisoner, except, 
by tbe public accuser ; and, ill order to abridge. 
the proceedings, 110 council were to be allowed 
to the prisoners. , 

Great, howe,?er, as the authority of Robes .. 
/pierre was, and abject as the submission of the 
jIO Convention had hitherto been, this monstrous 

decree was too terrific not to alarm even the J aco
bins ·themselves. These men, whom no prin. 
ciple of justice or humanity could stimulate 
t? resistance, acknowledged the. powerful im-



pulse of· personal fear, and shnmk £l'om the 
sanctIon of a Jaw which ;might be emp10yed 
as an instrument fOI' their owrt destruction.
And the recent sacrifice of Danton ·had >con';; 
vinced them, that Jacomnism itself ·affordedna 
protection against the hatred or the .envy of 
Robtspierre; ~'hi1e they pla!nly perccived,tbat 
no line' of I conduct, 'however: determined, oli 
the nne hand, or however circumspect, on the 
other, could place them out of the reach ofa 
law, which' might, without much ingenuity, 
be made to apply to almost every act of a. 
man's life. Still, though ~ensibly alive ·to the 
<langer which threatenfd them, they did, not 
dare to offer any direct opposition to'the fatal 
decree, which, after a few weak obsert-ations, 
·was adopted by the Convention.-It gave rise; 
however, to some subsequent discussions, which, 
led to important consequences.· In the sitting 
of. the 12th of May, Charles Delacroix required 
an explanation of the new crime of depraving 
the public morals; and another member objected 
to the Clause, which. deprived prisoners ot 
counsel. These objections certainly ought to' 
have been made before the decree passed ;::.:-.bui 
they were not resisted on that ground;,' but 
their validity was contested on the ground 
of theirmerits.-Apprehensions, certainty not 
ill-grounded, having been expressed,··the day 
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before, by Bourdon de rOise, for the safety of 
tlie Members of the Convention~ who might be 
arrested under that decree, and sent to trial by 
the Revolutionary Tribunal. without that pre
vious decree of accusation which the law . . 
required, Couthon now inveighed against him 
in terms of great asperity, and accused him of 
using the language ?f Pitt and Cobourg.: 
Bourdon defended himself, but his defence 
only served to call forth the rage.of' Robes
pierre against him ;-who abused both him and 
Tallien, for vilifying the -committee of public 
san~ty. - One of those altercations ensued • 
which so frequently disgraced the proceedings 
of ·these enlightened legislators.' . 'l'he mo~t 
'unvarn~hed language waS used on: both sides; 
the plainest contradictions were given and 
received; - and Billaud-Varennes closed the 
instructi,-e scene by telling Tallien that he was 
an impudent liar,' whose audacity exceeded 
belie£ 

B,u't the support which, on this occasion, 
Robespierre ~eceived from Billaud - Varennes, 
pro'ceeded from a congeniality of disposition, 
hnd not from any cordiality of friendship.
They were equally terrorists, and equally fond 
Qf blood; but each aspired to political supre
macy; and Billaud-Varennes knew Robespierre 
,~ell enough to fear him. When men' are wholly 



unrestrained by principle, the transition is short 
from the feelings of fear to the desire of revenge, 
- from a consciousness of the former' to the 
resolution to remo\"e it by thegratificatiQ.n of 
the latter. Among Robespierre's associa~eshl 
the committee, too, was Collot D'Herbois. 
(originally a strolling player) who had lately 
returned from a sanguinary mission in. the 
South of France, and who' was attached to 
that party of low, resolute, Sans - Culottes, 
whose leader, Hebert, Robespierre had .lately 
consigned to the scaffold. This man was as 
anxious as Billaud -Varennes for the destruc
tion of Robespierre, and took less pains to 
conceal his enmity, and to disguise his views. 
It was to this division among the leaders of 
the Committee" of Public Safety that Tal1ien~ 
and his friends, were indebted . for. the preser
vation of their lives, which 'must otherwise 
have been sacrificed t~ the rage of Robefii
pierre. 

Both parties were now intent on the execu
tion of their respecti\"e plans.---Each was busy 
ill preparing efficacious means for the clestruc~ 
tion of 'the other.-Robespiel're, on his part, 
intrigued with the Jacobi11Clubs,--the Revo
lutionary Committees,---the COlllmune of Paris~ 
---the Revolutionary Tribunal,---and the National 
Guard. all of whom were firmly attached to 



bim.-Confiding in their'Support, he suddenly 
<;eased to attend the Committee of Public Safety, 
and formed a well-concerted scheme for the 
assassination .of' hisenemies.-Those enemies, 
on their parti were more vigilant; and not less 
active.-Their exertions, indeed, were adequate . 
to the known power, influence, .and sanguinary 
disposition· of theif adversary. . They. applit(l 
to all who had' cause for c;omplain" against. 
Robespierre;-and who -had not?--· imploring 
their assistance and co-operation in what they 
repi:esented as.: a 'common cause, though the 
persons; to whom they applied had almost equal 
eause for complaint against the applicants them
selves. At this juncture, the'small remnant of 
Brissot's friends, amountIng to fifty ,Of" sixty 
members of the Convention, acquired a degre~ 
of consequ~llce which they had, little expected. 
In a struggle'. between contending Jacobins, 
their influence might turn the· scale, in fa"our 
of either party, which they chose to adopt;.;...... 
earnest, therefore, were the in treaties of Danton'» 
friends to obtain their assistance against R06es
pierre and his associates. 

Had Robespierre possessed tilat presence of 
mind, and that determined' resolution,. which 
are essential requisites' in the leader of any 
party, but which are 'indispensably necessary 'in 
the leader of such a party as that which be led, 



·the superiority of his means were .such that lie 
must have triumphed o"er all his enemies, and 
the French' republic must have acknowledged 
him for her absolute master.- But both his 
courage and his ability failed him, in the hOl:1r 

'of trial, and he manifested .llis incompetel1cy 
to support the dreadful character w 4ich he had 
assumed. Instead of patiently waitiug the 
decisive moment, wht:n his plan was to be 
executed, by tile general massacre of his foes 
at a projected banquet, he repaired (on the 
26th of June) to the Convention, from which 
he had .absented himself for some time, .and 
made a. long. declamatory .speech,' having no 
fixed object" and calculated to answer no one 
purpose, but to increase the number of his 
enemies, and' to aggravate their· fears. His 
8pf.(ch" however,. was ordered to be printed; 
and the Jacobin. (;}ub, to which he read it 
jmmediately~ after he left the Com-ention, 
received it with enthusiastic applau<se. . Had he 

. ieiaed this moment for the destruction of his 
. opponents, nothing could have resisted .him; 
but the night was suffered to pass away without 
any. decisive" act, and theopportunitr so lost 
never returned. \ 

'. . On the 27th of. July he entered the hall of 
tlle Coo\-ention for the last time.-His friend, 

: Saint J uJ/t, ascended the uibune, and repeated 
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the sentiments which Robespifrre had himself 
delivered on the preceding day. But Tallien, 
w hose fears rendered him bold, and made him 
impatient for the approaching crisis, interrupted 
him in his speech by a furious invective ~gains,t 
hypocrites and nulrderers.-Then, turning to 
Robespierre, he said, "Will you, tyrant, pretend 
",to conceal your guilty designs against the 
" National Representati6n?' Did not I, myself, 
" yesterday, .see all the, preparations of your 
c. proscriptions? I was at the Jacobin Club, 
" where I heard you devot,e us aU to the daggers 
" of your assassins, whom, at this very moment, 
" Henriot is assembling~ They are prepared to . 
" march, but we will prevent them." In this \ 
" haH )''OU cannot fix your' eyes on a Plan whq 
" is not your enemy ;-~hom you have not 
" forced to be so. The ~ountry, the" whole 
" human race, rise up against YOlt, and we will. 
" enforce their demands fOl' justice. It 

The sp€ech of this man, whose own hands 
,were steeped in innocent blood, was received 
by the Convention with the loudest applallse,-:-, 
which encouraged Billaud Varennes, another 
sanguinary wretch, to throw oft' the mask which 

.. he had hitherto WOI'D, and openly to declare him~ 
self against Robespie1'l'e, wllOm he now accused, 
in the most shameless mariner, of having 
protected aristocrats, of having, ,connived at 
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peeulation, and of having, for some time, ' 
prevented the arrest of Danton., To these 
charges. which were as ridiculous as they were 
false, he added anot11er, which had some foun
dation in truth-namely, a design to destroy the 
Convention. 

This foolish .1Ip~ech of Billaud afforded 
Robespierre ,ari advantll,ge which, ,had, he been' 
allowed to profit by it, wl.~,ld. probably,' have 
promoted that. diviiion among his enemies 
which would have saved him from impt."ll'ding 
destruction. But. Tallien 'and his coadjutor,S' 
would not, suffer him, to be heard;. they ,over
powered his voice with their own ,clamours of 
U Down with him ;-do\fll with the ,tyrant!" 
while TaHien, brandiihing a dagger. declared 
he would instaD.tly plunge it iuto the tyrant's 
heart,' unlesi the Convention consigned Mm 
to the hands of juitice. . TallieD. himself; though 
not in the tribune, 3.iiu'mcd that privilege of 
speedi wllich he unjustly . withheld, from the 
party accust'd. He spoke for some time and with 
great art; and his motion, for rendering the:! 
sittings permanent, until the 'creatures of 
RobespieJTe should be arrested, was carried; as 
were others, made by Billaud Varenn~& and 
Delman, for the apprehension. of Dumas, 
J3011langer, Dufraise, Hcnriot, (the 'cnffi'marider 

,of 'the National Guard)and bis whole'staff. 
Vot. IV. 
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, It was now to be considered what '"'Was to be 
,done with Robespierre i-but those who-were 
hent on· his destruction resolved that no discus
sion. should precede it. . l\Iany of the members, 
though by no means friendly to him,. thought it 
hig:bly improper to condemn him without hear
ing \vhat he had to urge iQ his own clefe.nce.
They were l)reve~ted, !7Q;wever, lrom delivering 
.their .sentiments by 'the perseverance of Ta~lien 
and his associpt.;cs, who used force to repel those 
whoaf-nu.npted to ascend the trihune.' Robes
'''~lerre, foaming with rage, ran from one end of 
,the hall to the other, appealing, alternately, to the 
'members and to the galleries, but equally in vain. 
~He ,appealed also to the "ebail-,no\v filled by 
.Thuriot, who turned a cleaf ear to his·intreaties, 
,and drowned his voice wid, the noise of his bell, 
which he incessantly rang.. "For the,last 
iim~» said Robespiene,.'~ President of ASsas
sins," and never was man more truly churac-, 
terized, ." I demand to speak!" ,The. demand, 
however, was rejected; and, after a long and 

·violentaltercation, more worthy.a den of thie\'e~ 
than an· assembly of legislators, a decree of 

· accusation 'wasunanlmously preferred against 
· him, .on the motion of Louchet, in which his 
· brother was, at his. own request, i!Jcluded . 
. Similar decrees were passed. against his ,friends, 
COuJ:hon, Saint Just, all,d Lebas~ The prisoners 
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were sent to the Luxembourg, escorted by 
guards de"'oted to Robes·pierre ;-tbe keeper of 
the prison refused to receive them, and they 
were eJsily rescued by the mob, who experienceq 
110 resistance from the guards. They immediately 
repaired to the Commune, whieh, apprised of 
the proceedings ill the Convention, had already 
.assembled. They swore, to a man, that they 
would remain faithful/to Robespierre and his 
friends; they administered a similar oath to 
the people; declared themselve» iI) a state of 
insurrection: and were jo!ned by several of th~ 
Revolutionary Committees. The Mayor of 
Paris, Fleuriot Lescaut, the Solicitor to the 
Commune, Payan, and Coffinhal, a voce-presI
dent· of the Revolutionary Tribuna], were 
amongst them ; and their numbers were. con
tinually increasing. The rumour of Henriot's 
apprehension having reached them, Coffinllal 
instantly sallied forth, with a few resolute 
follol"r'ers, and resclled' him. Hetiriot came 
directly to the Comm~lI1e, and brought with 
hi ill a powerful reinforcement.-The J acobin 
Clubs were, 011 their part, JUost active.; the 
Com'entional Guard were gained .o'·t'r ;-and
nothing .but courage, decision, and energy, in 
Uobespierre and his friends, was wanting, even 
now. to ensure his success. ' 

1'2 
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The Convention, meanwhile,' w~re' not 
inactive; they p1"oceeded to declare Rohes
piene and h~s adherents' outlaws ;--"-they took 
measures .for arming 'the Sections; and they 
appointed Bartas to' command them. Paris 
now seemed to he destined, once mbre; to 
become the scene of a Civil war, a~d her streets 
seemed to he again doomed to flow with the 
blood of her citizens. While the Conve~tion 
were summoning the Sections to arms, iIenriot, 
attended by what soldiers he could collect, has
tened to summon the Convention itself to appear 
before the Commune. As his courage, however" 
required the stimulus of iiquor, he' had drunk to 
excess, and became ail object of' derision to the 
nlen he,commanded.-The Convention outlawed 
the whole Commune;' and the troops refused 

, to obey the orders of their leader.-Henriot now' 
returned to the Town House, where all ,vas 
~onfusion, indecision, and dismay." These 
men, who had lately kept twenty millions of 
theii' countrymen in a state of constant alarm 
and stupefaction, were 110'" so dreadfullY' 
alarmed, 'and stupefied, themseh'~s, that they 
knew 110t how to act.-This stl'alige state of 
things continued till night; by which time 
Barras had collected a few ari11ed followers, 
with whom he advanceo to ,tiie Town House. 
This focus of rebellion" whence, for a time, 



213· 

those sanguinary decrees had issued which 
made every Frenchman tremble for llislifc; 
this arsenal of revolt, which long sl.).pplied the 
means of destruction to subordinate agents; 
this asylum for the most violent and ;furi~ 
spirits of republican France; cap'able as it Wa9 

of reSIstance, became panic struck, and suffere4 
itself to bes,ubdued by a handful of. men.-:
Bourdoll de l'Oise, who had accompanied Barras, 
read tbe proclamation of ou~lawry.andt'hen 
rushed into the Town House, armed WIth a. . . 
sabre and pistols, and accompanied by many of 
his followers. Not the smallellt attempt at 
resistance was made. - .-Rob.espierre's brother 
leaped out of a window .and was taken mis~~ 
rably bruised. Lebas blew. Qut· his brains. 
Henriot, to whose misconduct aU -these disasters 
were ascr.ibed, was thrown out of' a wjI)doW' 
.by Co1Jinhal, and took .refuge- iJ,l .a~QJ;llmO!1-
sewer, lV.hence he was dragged by some soldiers, 
who heat out one of his e)'es. Coffinhal, him .. ' 
self, escaped, for a time, but was afterwax:ds 
apprehended. Couthon was seized. ~ Robes-

• I ., . . 

pierre was fired at twice by a soldier, who .. 
wounded him.in the head, and broke his. jaw; 
and in this state he was ·conducted beforetl~e" 
committee of- General Security .. The Conven
tionhaving .refused to see him, ",he was taken . 
,before the lle\'ol~tionary Tribun!UJ (op the~S~h 
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of.July) together with twenty of bis adherents, 
and, as they were putlaws, the form of a trial 
was dispensed with; and, their persons being 
identified, they were atI condemned to die. 
They were conveyed to the scaffold,' that same' 

:evening, amidst the universal execrations of the 
Parisians, who flocked, in crowds; to witness 
'their execution. On the following day, sixty
·two Members of the Commune, who had also 
been outla',.'td, experienced the same~ fate'; as 
<lid some of the principal judges of the Revo-
lutionary Tribunal. ' 

'The Friends of Humanity could not fail to 
contemRlate this struggle ~vith heartfelt satis
faction; for, whichever party prevailed, their cause 
must be served; 'while,however great the 

. slaughter which might result from the conflict, 
it could onlybe considered as an act of retri
butive justice, ... ..'\.11 the combataHts were, lite
tally, men qf Mood; ~hey had murdered their 
Sovereign and his family; they had consigned 
thousands, and .tens of thousands, to tbe scaf
fold, without scruple and without remorse; and, 
they who now exclaimed against the sangai
nary projects of. Robespierre, condemned 'them 
only because they affectetl themselves.-Ta llien , 
the lea(kl' of the conspiracy,-fol' the whole 
transat:tion bore not one feature of a legal pro-" 
·cceding,;.....exhibited not a single proofof a regard 
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-for justice; he had heen guilty ofneal"ly' ~8 many; 
~Iluruers as Ro'bespierre himself ;~he was deeply' 
implicated in the massacres of September,-
and, as one of the proconsuls in the South, hC? 
had displayed the most sanguinary disposi~ionJ 
until the ferocity of bis nature was softene4 by 
the'influenci of, love, In ~hort, it was a con
test between rh'al tygers, and, had they alJ 
perished in the struggle, hum~nity would have 
had reason to rejoice. '. 

~e\'er was a more contemptible iac~9f 
beings assembled in one body, than those wJ:tQ 
pow el~oyed the supreIpe power in Vranc~r. 
the members. of the National Convention~ 
They possessed J;l0 one qualificatioIJ .for ~he 
situations which t.hey. held::- Mim!er; by 
thinning their ranks, had deprived them of the 
small portion of taleQ,ts which they originally 
possessed. They had, howe\'~r, ample ability' 
to do mischief; and they seemed still ~nxiolls t9 
exercise it. Though th~ least portion of common 
scnsewoulcJ ha\'e su1nced to convince the!ll, tha~ 
the adoption of a Jnild !lnd ,merciful sy'stel~ of 
governme1.lt was' not merely the best, bu~ the 

. .only, means of preserving the popl~"tarity ~hich 
they had acquired by their opposition to,Robes-' 
pierre, lliey displayed not tqe smallest disposi
tion to have recourse to it, The sanguinary 
Darr.ere,o.n the contrary, announced, ~n th~ 



name of the .comlT)ittees, the continuance of 
the system of' telT~r. But Tallieri, Legendre, 
(the butcher) and some, of their immediate 
followers, '~gan to fear that t.hey had only 
destroyed one set of tyrants to 'become subject 
to another; they, therefore, assumed the ne\v, 
appellation of Thermidorians, froID therepub
he an name of the month in which,Robespjerrt 
was . guillotined, ,and avowed, themselves 
advocates fpf a more mode,rate system. Aware 
of their own insufficiency to forma partYf 
strong enough to resist the Terrorists, who were 
DO~ led by Bill;lUd Varennes, Collot d'lIerbois, 
and Barrere; they paid court to the Brissotins, 
their uni~nwith whom gav~ them the prepon
denincein the Convention. 

The superiority thus acql!lired was used 
for the laudable purpose of bringing to justice· 
some atrocious criminals, who had hitherto 
-escaped the sword "Of justice.-Among these 
were Fouquier_Tinville, the public aecuser; 
J6~eph Lebon, the proconsul, at Arras; and 
Carrier, the conventional delegate ,at Nantes i 
than whoTn the revolution, 60 'fertile in 
crimes, had not produced three. more sanguil,1ary . 
'll1onstC'rs. III proposing, however~ the appre
'hension of the first of these Jacobins, freron 
adopted the very language of J acobinism itself; 
'he moved, " That he tihould be sent to expiate, 
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" in hell, the blood which he had shed upon 
.. earth ;-or, in other wprJs, {or a dec~eeof 
" accusation against him." . These men at. 
tempted to ,exculpate themselves, and Carrier 
jn partictllar, by assert~ng, that they had only 
acted in obedience to the orders which they had 
received from the goveillment; and that they 
had even received the thanks of the ConwntioD 
for iheir conduct. Though these were not bad 
arguments, as applied to their accusers, still 
they were not suffered to avail them, . and they 
11.11 paid, with. their blood, the forfeit of their 
crimes,. to the great.satisfaction of all ,but their 
immediate associates. 

But still the Terrorists obstinately main
tained their ground, and contended. for the 
victory; and it is probable they might have 
'Ultimately prevailed, but for an able manreuvre 
of Freron, in procuring a. decree to sanction. the 
complete liberty of the 'Press. As soon as this 
was obtained, numbers of publications were 
circulated, for the' purpose, of disposing the 
public mind to a I1lOderate system of $overn· 
ment; and the effect produced was fully equal 
to the expectations of the party. Another law, 
which they induced the Convention to pass on 
the 16th of Octeher, conduced still more 
to the success of their projects.-By this law 
it was declared, that all affiliations, aggrega-
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tions, federations, and correspondences, in a 
collective name, between societies, however 
cienominated, should- ~e ,discontilll~ed, as sub
:versive of government, and hostile to the unity 
of the republic.-N 0 petitions, or addresses, 
were to be presented in a collecti~'e name; nor 
was any such, if. presented, to be noticed. by 
any public body. It enacted, that every society 
should immediately prepare.a list of all itli 

members, adding to each his age, place of 
birth, profession, and residence, befor~ and since 
the 14th of July, 1789; and the clate'of his 
admission into the society; which lists. were 
to be delivered to ofticers appointed to receil"e 
therri . ..-And enry pers,on who should not com
}>ly with the provisions of this law was to be 
considered as suspected" and iU1prisonecl accord
ingly. Six months befo,re, the man who should 

, ha\'e dared' to propose liuch a decl'ee would, 
assuredly, ha\'e. expiated with his life. the 
temerity of his attempt. J3ut the (leath. of 
Robespierre had made such a change, that., 
'measure, which struck, as it were, at'the very 
existence of the Jacobins,was sufrer~l to pass 
with very little opposition. By this decree all 
those affiliated and corresponding sodeties, which 
had been the grand engines by which the 
revolution, witli all its concomitant horrQTs, 
had been produced, confirmed, and prolonged, 
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\vere deprived of all the m~ans of mischief, and. 
of all the powers of rev~lt. The very body 
which had given its sanction and protection to 
their most atrociolls proceedings, - who had 
consi<lered as rebels all who dared to question 
tht:ir purity,~r tu impeach their patriotisr;ll,-:
who had e\'cn lIsed them' as schools for the 
instruction of their troops ,in revolutio'nary 
tactics,-now publicly proclaimed the infamy of 
their character, .the destructive tendency of 
their conduct,· and the incompatibility of their 
existence· with any form of government, how
evcr despotic, severe, and absolute. And yet 
their English admirers did not blush to repro
bate th~ conduct of the British l\Iinis~ry in 
the adoption of 1cgislath'e measures for trye 
suppression of sir:1ilar societies in this country! 

Still the Jacobin Club at Paris continued 
its sittings, and vented its rage with charac
teristic violence; and still many members of 
the' Com-ention continued th_eir names 011 its 
books,and defended its proceedings in their 
scats. nut eve;y attempt to obtain a decree to 
prohibit the meqlbers of. the Convention from 
belonging to this pestiferous .society proved 

* Bentabolle,' in bis speech of November 5tb, com
'Plained of the speeches$t the Jacobio' Club, .as 'ha\'!ng a 
direct tenllency to excite murder and'civil war. 
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fruitless; and it wa~ left for a body of young 
men, attached to Freron; to supply the defect 
of legislative interference. -On the 9th of 
Novt:mber they assembled in the differe.nt 
coffee-houses in the Palais Royal, and proceeded 
together to the hall of the Jacobins; and, having 
gained admission, by torce, they bel~boured th~, 
(It:bating patriots with their sticks, administered 
the 'appropriate correction,,of the rod on the 
femal,e maniacs who attended the sittings, ,and 
dispersed the whole Society •. The members of 
the Club, in the Convention, represented this 
outrage as unparalleled in t~e,annals of the 
l"f:,yolution; in their estimation, it ,was a murder, 
a mll..'isacre. equal to the massacres in La Ven
(tee, and called for exemplary vengeance. But 
their clamours were t~eated with merited con
tempt ;~nd Rewbell, by a brief summary of 
their proceedings, compleated their defeat. 

" "rhere," he :exclaimed, It was tyranny 
'c organized ?-At the Jacobin Club. 'Where 
" were its supporters and satellites collected ?-
" At the Jacobin Club. ~Who covered France 
"with mOllrning? - The~ Jacobins. 'Who 
c, reduced whole families to despair, crowded 
'" the republic with bastilles, and rendered the 
" republicans),stem so odious, that' asla'Ve~ 
" loaded with clUJ.iru, ,«'ould not har;r. ,e.r,changed 
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cc Itu cOlldition witlt a Frenchman."It-The Jac()oo 
C( bins. Who m'e they who long to restore the 
•• detestable s!Jstem under which we have lived? 
., -The Jacohins." His speech produced such 
an effect OD this versatile assembly, that tLeJ' 
immediately passed a decree for shutting up the 
Jacobin Club, provisionall;y,· :md thus was this 
revolutiona.y volcano extiDguishe(~ by the 
ingratitnude of those who were indebted to it 
for the whole stock of their political knowledge, 
and for whate\'er port jon of conseql.ience they 
enjoyed in the ne~ order of things, which it 
had so essentially contributed to produce; by 
FreroD, Tallien, Legendre, and Rewbell ........ 
Addresses now poured in from all quai·ters, can .. 
gratulating the Convention on the fimme~s and 
decision of their conduct. Before. the close of 
this year, the enemies of the Terrorists received 
a further aC('ession of strength, by a ·decree for 
restoring to liberty seventy-three deputies who 

• And, yet, . at tbe very period 01 which Rewbell here 
cives ~ accurate a description, WCire the Jacobin Clubs iD 
Great Britain holding fOfth, 10 tbe deluded people of tbis coun
try, the kappin~ss, aud tbe freedom, of the French, as object,,_ 
of envy, for the altainment of wbicb no sacrifice was too 
great. If Lord Stanhope rt"lld this speech of Rewbell, after 
be had proclaimed himself a Jacobin in th~ House of Peers. 

and did not bhtsh, his feelings must have been imperviouS"' 
to the attacks of shame. -
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l1ad been impris'oned for entering a protest 
against the proceedings in Brissot's case, on 
the 31st of l\fay. Such of the Brissotins, too, 
as ha~l fied on that occasion, had their sentence 
of outlawry revoked, and were' restored~ to all 
their privileges, excepting only their .. seats in 
the Conyention; tho,ugh, as these had only 
been lost by a sentence which "ras now annulled, 
it was not possible to defend the exception, 
upon any principle of~justice.: . 

While such was the situatiorl. of the. Parent
S()ciety in France, those seditious clubs in 
Great Britain, which looked up to,it as a model 
.of perfection,had, by increased audacity, has
tened the period or their "Own dissolution. 
After the dispersion of the 'British Convention. 
in Edinburgh, and ~he conviction of some of 
its members, means were taken for assembling 
another' Conv:ention, ~md delegates were sent 
from the London Corresponding. Society t~ 
Scotland, for the purpose of fanning the flame 
of sedition. Men had been privately trained to 

. the use of arms, as well. in England as in 
.Scotland; th'e necessity of providing' arDis had 
peen strongly insisted on by the different 

,'Societies ; and many pikes had been actually 
supplied in Scotiand. In short, there existed 
the most convincing proofs, 110t oniy ora 
plan fOrmed in theory, to proq.lfe~ .by . legal 
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means, some partial change of the existing laws; 
but of a regular conspiracy to assemLle, under 

'" the name of a Convention, a number of per
sons assuming to bel"epl'esentativcs, of the 
nation, for tlle express purpose of making their 
resolutions to b'elaw, and of sulH'erting. by 
their authority. the whole frame of the gO\,-ern
lIlent, and the constitution of the 17,~alm, its 
Monarchy, its Parliament, ano its fundamental 

-' ., 
Jaws.· The aim of th~leadeT8 in this conspi-
r:acy evidently extended to as complete a revo
lution in this country, as that which had taken 
place in France, subsequently to .the ~Oth of 
.August, 1792. • 

It was intended, by the Members of th~ 
New Convention, as soon as a sufneient num
ber of arms had bee~ procured, to enable them 
to act openly, to seize, in the nigh~ the prin
cipal magistrates of Edillburgh, and. officers ~f 
,the Ja\y; the Banks, the Public Offices, guards, 
,and prison, ano, after enticing the troops to 
leave the castle, by kindling a fire ill the 
middle of the city, to ilitercept them, on their 
return,' by means of different armed parties, 
to be properly stationed for that l'urpose·t-1n 

-The Second Report from the Committee of Secrel'Y • 
. appointed by the House of Lords, 'to inspect the Report~ and 

Original paper~, !!ce. from tbe Commons. 1'. 14. 

tMr. Dundas's Letter to the Marquis of Stafford, dated 

Whitehall, 23d ~ar, 1194. 



short, no means were omitted, within their 
ability to adopt, of. whatever nature, to 
secure the. accomplishment of their plan. 

Wh~nsufficient proofs of these facts had 
been obtained, Robert Watt, and David Downie, 
two 'of the most active emissaries of sedition,. 
were apprehended, and committed to prison. 
They WtTe both tried at Edinburgh, on a charge 

.of high treason. Watt's trial took place pn the 
third of September; Ind Downie's on the 5th . 

. They were 1;>oth convicted and executed •. 
A Special Commission ~vas, about the 

same time, issued for the trial of Hartly, and 
~ the other members. of the London Correspond .. 

ing and Consti~utional Societies, who had been 
arrested in England. On the sixth of October, 
the Grand Jury returned' a true bill against 
Thomas 'Hardy; John Horne Tooke, 'John 
Augustus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah 
Joyce, Thomas Wa,rdIe, ThQmas Holcroft, 
John Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, 
Richard Hodgson, and John Baxter, for high·: 
treason.-Of these, Wardle, Holcroft, Moore, 
-and Hodgson, were not in custody. On the 
~8th . of October, the trials began; and the _ 

. pl'iSOnel'~ch<?se to be tfied separately.-Thomas . 
Hardy was then put to the bar,. charged, gene-' 
l'ally, with th~· offence of compassing his· 
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Majesty's deatil. The speech of the J:>n~9iV 
General, (Sir John Scott) who conductec 
prosecution, . took u~ nIne' hours to deliver; the 
e,·jdence' for the Ctownwas 'not closed 'till the 
first of November, on which day the pris?~er's 
defence was operied~ Jtcontinued till the 
third, when the So1tcitcil'~General begart his, 
reply, which he finished on the fUtlI'th; and, 
on the next day, thetlial finished;' and die 
jury, after three houts, cohsideratiod, returnea 
a verdict of 'not gUilty. l\fr. Horne Tooke, and 
Mr. Thelwall, ,were afterwartls' ttied and 
acquitted, when 111e ,Attorney-General declliied 
all further proceedings; and the other persons 
. \vere, of course, discllarged.-In .the . course ot 
Mr. Tooke's trial, -Mr. Pitt was examined,' on 
the part of the prisoner, ~n order to prove~ 
that tlle meeting at the Thatched House Tavern. 
in 1782, of which he was a: Member;. had the 
same objects in "iew, as the Seditious Societies 
of the present time. His evidence, however, 
totally failed to establish this laboured point.-
Mr. Pitt recollected that Mr. Tooke -had been 
present at one of those meetings, the sense' of 
which Was to use ttlell.ns - to recommend a peti- ' 
tion to Parliament) in o'l'der to procure a reform, 
but there was no such idea. as a Convention 01 
the people, or affiliated Societies; and he did 

VOL. IV. Q 
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)lot consider that as a meeting of persons autho-

.. l'ized to act' for any but themselves.-
~ That ~he jury acted most conscientiously 

in, ~cquitting the prisoners of t~e charge of 
,high treason there CllD be no doubt; but the 
JesuIt ot the investigation by the Grand Jury_ 

, who' f~und true bills against the prisoners, wai 
'a sufficient justification of 'the prosecutions. 

'. ' . 
'Vhoevei, is acquainted with the nature of the-
'evi~ence required to convict 'a British subject of 
so heino\lSa crime, will ,be slow to draw the. 
~hasty :i~ferel1ce that the .priso~ers were' allper
tectly .in~ocent. It is impossible, to read the 
:printed aocountsof the trials, without being 
,impressed with -a con\:ictioll -of the existence of. 
a treasonabie cotlspiracy, ~hK:h ,had for ..ih 
cbjectihe utter ~ubversio~ of the constittition 
~nd government. t' Indeed, lean assert, upm\ ' 

• ,see lhe 'priuted trial-of }dr. Too"'. 

l Among the written 'doctirnentsprocl~d on the trials, 
,:"81 a song. found' at ·'the 'hou,ae' 'of Hardy. 'c:ontainin, ~:hf 
':[Qllowing Stanza,," :-~ 

The atarving l'fl'etch, who .teall for br.o~d" 
Eut seldom meets compassioll j 

,'And sluill h Crown preserve the!604 
,Of JUm;w/ie "d~s'.1iali01l ~ 
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. the authority of one of the Jurors, that the 
Jury theulSt:h-es wc~e fully satisfied of. the 
existence of such a couspitacy; and had the 
parties iJeeD tried for a misdemeanour, there 

. cannot be a doubt that they would have been 
convicted. There. is reason to believe, that 
~hel'e ex.isted a difference .of opinion amongst 

Such partial laws yre all despi3e i-

See Gallia', ilrighl example i 
n. g ltn-ioUl siD /rI ileJoie our 'eye" 

. Wo'll on ev'ry-tlrant trample, 

.cHOIlUS, . . . 
Come rouse to armS, 'til now the time, 

. To .p,u'1iab pail transgressions. 

l'Tfi.d 1J,ishqpJ -ul ",e will trfWiate 
JimO'l/g Priest-crqfted martyrs ;~_ 

TAt Gui/lo;inl 011 Peer. shall wcUt, 
Jind Knigltts skatl ha"l i1l.garter,,-

The Despotll~ng have trod us down, 
ADd Judge. are their engines; _ 

These wretched minions of a CroWD 
. Demand 8 people', Yengeance, 

CHORUS. 

Come rouse to arms, 'lis now the time, 
. To punish past transgressions, 

After reading an the documents, it is impossible not to con
aur with the opinion of the Committee of the House of Lords, 
who truly observed:- .~ The ostensible object of the 8e\'era1 
meetings, whose members were to be the followers in this con
Ipiracy; nlmely, Parliamentary reform, is a pretext that could 
impose ob Done but the m~8t credulous, i~or311t, and unwary," 
Report, p_.l (I, 
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the friends of luinisterS', if not· amongst' dn:' 
ministers themselves, as to the, nature of tHe 
charge on which they should be, tried. And 
they who l'ecommendetl that they should be 
tried for a treasonable misdemeanour only, 
acted most, Judiciously, 'and' most wisely.
Their acquittal raised ,the spirits of the disat:. 
fee ted, who openly triumphed in the victory 
which they had obtained; not perceiving that, 
this victory was the 'highest e~logy ~bat could . 
be pronounced on the British laws; and when 
the proceedings, against pel'SOns. charged with 
political cri~es in France, were compared with 
these trials, the comparison could not' fail t() 

excite, in the breast of every honest Briton,. the: 
proudest feelings of exultation. 



CHAPTER XXx. 

Meeting of Padi1lment---Usual course of proceeding inter. 
ruptet! by Mr. Sheridan -~ Increased confidence of, th, . 
Opposition.-They maintain that the 1lOD-ex.istence of 
plots was proved by tbe acquittal of tbe persons tried for 
High Treatlon-Thi. opinion controverted by Lbe Solicitor
General. and Serjeant Onslow, who eont8Dded that the 
exi.tence of treasonable plots hat! been completely PAJved 
on tbese tr,ials-CsDveraation l'esptlCtiog the office of'Ihird 
Secrl'tlry of Stat8--Debate OIl tho Addre&&--Moved by 
Sir Edward Knatcbbull, and teoonded by Mr. Canning--
Alllellltment moved by Me. Wilberforce ---Opposed by 
Mr. Windham - He tepresents tbe fatal consequence. 
()f a premature peace---Quotea a Seditious SQng-Mr. 
P~tt's Speech-He admits tbe possibility of being oblige. 
to ll'eat with the French Republic; but expects DO lecurity 
except from a MOAarcrucal government---Remarks on tbe 
conduct of Mr. Wil~norce, and his friends~-His weak
ness and pusillanimity exposed--Mr. Pitt ahews that tIle 
death 'of Robespierre had produced no change in the 
<onduct of the French Government to Foreign States-·. 
Contrast between the English and French ~onstitutions; 
and between the Financial .resources of the two countriel 
--Enormous expen,liture 'Of Franc_Mr. Fox'. Speech-... 

. Jnsi~t8 OD the necessity of Peace--Compliments Mr.·Wil
benoree-.Expresses his determination. to call Minister. 
to account {o~ their mj.condnct··-Imputlis the war .to a 



Court-Party, who hate liberty, and ar~ i"clliferent to the 
distre.ses of the people ---Amendment rejected· by two 
bundred and forty-six votes against seventy-three--Addr~ss 
Carried---Mr. Sheridan's motion for the repeal of the Act 

, for suspending ~he .. Habeas - Corpus Act-~-He condemns 
M;inisters--~Reprobates the War ~-- Insists that a: verdict 
of Acquittal is a' full proof of inn~cence---Is answered by 
Mr. Windham, who reproves the officiousness of his ze~; 
and points out' the convenient dete'ct of bis memo~y-
His character of Mr. Sheridan's 'Speech--tIe· descrilies it· 
liS an appeal to the Jacobin Clubs~--He defends tbe Whig
Leaders· against the attacks of Mr. Sheridan; and opposes 
tbe Shield of Character to the' Shafts of Calumny---Mr. 
Erskine imd Mr. FOll support the mot1on--Motion rejected 
by oue' hundred-. and forty-four against farty-one --The 
Attoi:ully-General's rtlotion for 'renewing the Act of Sus-

. pension---Opposed by Mr. Lambton---CaseS adduced' by 
the Attorney-General to disprove tbe assertion, tbat the 
moral innocence of. a pai-ty'aecusedis established by a 

. verdict tlf Acquittal ~--Bill Passed---Renewed operations 
of the French in Holland--They pass the Waal on tbe 
ice--.-Compel tbe Britisb army to ·retreat--Base conduct 
,of the Dutcn. to, the 'British troops---The troops are exposed 
to great hardsbips---Tbey reach Bremen--Kind and hos
pitable treatment of .tbem' by' tbe inhabitants .-- They 
return to England .-. Emigration of the Stadtholdet-
Abolition of tbe Office-.-Treaty of Alliance between'tbe 
Dutch. and' French Republics --Proposed augmentation 
.of our Army---Opposed "y Mr, Fox---Defended by Mr. 
Pitt ••• Mr. Grey's . motion on the subject 'ofPeace -_ 
F.xplicit declaration or Mr. Pitt, that no form of govern
Dlent in France would operllte as an impediment to Peace-•• 
Re mcwes an amendment to the motion---True state of 
the Question ..... Mr. Pitt ,answered by Mr. Fox-.~Mr, Wi!
lw'fotce and .Me. fr..DtT Thornton support the motioI)~." 



Motioll rejected by two hundied and sixty-nine agmnlt. 
eightY-silt-Amendment Carried-Similar motion in the;. 
House 0( Peen nC!Jtatived-Mr. Pitt introduces=- new p1aa: 
for manning the Nav1--Conversation on the Subject--
PropouJ of Mr. HarrilOn for procuring men for the Navy 
by a Tax on Places and Pensions--Absurdity andinjustic4 
of the proposal' demonstrated' -Debates 'On the Imperial 
tDan--PetitioDl for Peace--New motion of Mr. Grey 
em the Subject--Negatived by a great Majoritx--A simi.' 
lar motion negatived .1tl. the House of Peers--Mr. Pitt 
open. the Budget--New Taxes---Mr. Fox's motion'for 
:'n inquiry into the ,State of the Nation---His rema~ks o~ 
lrisli Main-Answered by Mr. Pitt, who moves to ad
journ--Mr. Sheridan'. Speech-Remarks on the ~ecessi~ 
of removing Ministen -- MotIOn for the Adjournment.. 
carried - A~r. Wilberforce', motion respecting Peace .-
Mr. Windham', Speech--Molion' liuppoited by Mr. ~Olt 
---Resisted by Mr. Pitt --- Negatived by the House-·'; 
Provision . for tbe establishment of tbe Prince of Wales--.. 
Difficulties IIttending the. arrangement ofit--Plan finall, 

, ~clopted by Mr. Pitt.--~e int;oduces tbe. Subject to th •. 
~ouse---Long Debates on it~--Great 4iff'erenc~. of opinio'l 
--.Reflections on the Ques'tion-~-State~ent of Mr. She
f'idan respectingthe Royal Message o( 1787--Contnidicted 
by Mr. Dunda_ Prince'. right to the proceeds of the 
put,chy of Camwall, during his" .minority, di~ussed --~ 
pis.respect shewn to the King--.1acobinicaI declaration 
·()f Mr. Folt,-that the Ki~g i, the Seroa1lf qf thl Peop'le-
.JllIt remarks of Mr. Dundas ---AnimadversioDson th~ 

, ,whole proceetiin~--Ita final Arrangement: 

11194.] The Pru-iiament met again on th¢ 
thirtieth of December;~In the Speech from"the 
"ThrOne. while the disasters of the late campai~ 



;u'ereadmitted, th~y wen~ PQt allow~(lto supply 
~n'y ,reasons for diminishing the ,vigour of txer .. 
tion sq necessary ,for, the. pursuit I of the war, 
On tf1~ contrary~ additional ;,TigOl,lr, and ilddi,.. 
t~opal efforts. 'Y~I:~hel,d'(!4t as th'e <,Jp1y possible 
~eansof Lringingjt"t9, ~"s~\Cc~lisfllf'ls~ue.
The, Dutch government, indeedr dispirited, by 
theTev~rses 'which the;- allies' had ~xperienced. 
had 'opene~l a l1egotiatjon witl~ the prevailing 
p~rt~ i!l F~an~e.-Bltt ~ the'; 'Xing ,~xpr~s,se~l:his 
conVIction, that~lo establi~'ih~d gov~nl111ent. Qf 

independent statef could,: under the· pres.ent 
,tircllpistances, derh-e ,real' security' from such 
i;e:;~ti~tiol1s; ,aud that lh~ycould 11Ot, be 
~t.temptcd by this c;:oui!try"witho\lt ,f)acfificing 
both, ,ber hqnOl,lTand her /lafety tQ an. fnerny, 
,'Ibose chief anim~sitY Was' avowedly directed 
bgainst 11(;!r. ' Th~ 'acq1.1ired', soverdgnty of 
.Corsica,-the ,treaty recently concluded with' 
4merica.-:-an9 the appro~ch~ngl~arr~ag-e of, the 
'Prince of Wales with ,the Princess Caroline of 
Rrimswick, were' the otheI' objects' recom
incncled by his l\~ajesty to. the attention of Par-' 
liament. ' . 

At the op~njng ofev~ry Session of Par~ 
1iament, it is customarj-, in the Commons, to.: 
read ," the Bjll for the pro~ecuting of Clandes-: . 
tine Ontlawries," n~er~ly for the,' purpose ,'of 

~~~er~ing the!~ in~epe.pd~nceJ ~y slJcwing t1?ei~ 
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right to proceed with any business they c11oose. 
-But as the Speaker was pursuing the usual 
form, and putting the question, as a m~tt~r 

Df course, which had nel--er given l-ise to -ally' 
discussion, l\fr. Sheridan rose to oppose it, in 
order to deliver his sentiments on the late trials, 
.and on the 8uspensionof the ,Habeas Corpus 
Act.-Although tile right to do this was un
(luestionable, yet the act ,va» not oril~ ungra
cious, but, at this period, when French prin
ciples were diffusmg their baneful influence 
around, highly disrespectful to the King, the 
consideration of whose speech ·it,of necessity, 
delayed. The Opposition appe~red toha~'e 
acquired great confidence and boldness fl:om 
the Jatc suc~esses Qf ~he French, and from the 
acquittal of the persons charged with high: 
treason. They did not scruple to declare, that 
the House was not free, that the members: were:' 
pot capable of entering upon a fair, full, ;1l1d. . . 
impartial discussion of public questions, untit 
the act of the 'late Sessions, for detaining sus
pected persons, was repealed. And they expres
~ed the greatest exultation on the issue of the 
late trials, which, they boldly asserted, proved 
the perfect innocence of the parties accused, 
anll . demonstrated the non-existence of those 
plots and conspiracies. which had formed tl1e 
pretext for passing the obnoxious act in q\les .. 
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tion.- , These preposterous assertions, h~wever, 
were strongly repelled by the Solicitor-General, -
(JUl'. Mitford) and, l\k Serjeant Adair, ,wlio' 
insisted that what'passed at the trials, :far from 
negativing. a 'treasonable ., conspiracy, had esta-) 
blished its existence beyond the possibility 'of a 

\ ' " 

doubt j and that a verdict of acquittal was no 
proof of, innocence, but 'only prevented the 
party ~equitted from being brought to trial' 
again for the same offence. 'Similar' opinions 
were maintained by Mi. Pitt, 'who 'considered 
tbat 'dle Jury bilQ only ~egatived the establish-' 
ment of the'chti-ge, in the manne~ aml form' 
stated in theiildictment, by" adequate legal' 
evidence; they had not disproved the existence 
of the serious grounds of alarm, or negatived: 
that part of the charge which had been the 
reason and cause of the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act j-.:..name1y, that these ;p'er":' , 
,son$' were parties to a conspiracy; and if' not 
to treason, to a crime. as great iIi moral guiit,' 
and as dangerous to the rights ~lld privileg~~ 

of Parliament, and to the tranquillity of the' 
,country, as tl'eason~ or any other offence, poS-: 
sibly could be.' -, 

* See' the Speeches of Messrs. Sheridan. Fex. Jekyll, 
and Lambton. in WoodfaU', Parliamentary Reports for Itg4-i. 

l'. ~3···74. 



The Opposition having attained theil- object 
by eroducing a debate, and uttering such sen
timents as coule! not fail to produce their effect, . 
out of the House, ,suffered the usual bill to 'be 
rea (I.-This being done, they'prodllced ano
ther subject of altercation, by contending that 
Mr. Dundas 'had va<:ated hi~ seat, by accepting 
the office' of Third Secretary of State, which 
bad been abolished by the Act of the twenty. 
second 'year of his present Majesty;comtnon,!y 
called llr. Burke'. Dill, 'and· the revival- 'Of 
which subjected the person acceltiqg the .. itu- ' 
ation to the loss of his seat' in the House, if a 
member of it, and to the penaHy' of s€SOO, . 

if lIe continued to sit as a member. 
It was shewn, however," that Mr. Dundas 

held precisely the same situation'whi~h he ha:d 
held in the preceding session ; and that, . 
although there were three Secretaries, the Duke i 
of Portland, who, had recently 'accepted the' 
situation 'Of one· of them, must be 'considered 
as' the third Secretary. This point being set-· 
tIed,! the address,. on the' speech' from the 
Throne, was moved by Sir Edward Knatchbull, 
and seconded by Mr. Canning, who, as usual, : 
~nforced the topics recommended in the speech. 
Mr. Canning, in ad\'erting to the mistortunes 
of, the last campaign, 'remarked, that it was' 
true the Opposition had foretold the desertion' 



.f the a.llies, aQd the astonishing. exertions of 
ihe en~my; and l1e' could not bu t confess, that~ . 
unfortunately, the event had justified the pre. 
diction. - Here, however, he pei·tinentIy ob
served, that it was no difficult J~atter to pro. 
phesy ill success ;-if the prediction proved 
false, gentlemen would feel too much gratifica. 
tion in the success of tlleir country, to think 
of the prediction; if it proved true,' those who 
made it would triumph, as they would certainly 
feel some satisfaction at their pwn sl1perior saga· 
city.-S.ome predictions, on the other l1and, 
llad b~en nlade 'by Ministers, and by those who 
had supported the war, which had been equally 
justified by the event. 'Vhile the Opposition 
had represented the government of France as 
stable and seCl,lre, the Ministers, and their 
friends, had. predicted its speedy downfal. 
'Vheu Robespierre was .at the height .of his 
power-when lle gm'erned France with the 
most absolute sway, - when his will was 
received throughout the' republic as la,v-even. 
then his ruin was predicted ;~the event had 
c1emonstrated the justice of these predictions. 

1 t was not left, on this occasion, to the 
~ystematic opposers of government, to propose 
au amendment to the address. That task was 
IJOW undertaken br Mr. Wilberforce; who had 
brjginallysupportcd the war; 'but who, from 
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the events of .the last campaign. seemed tQ 

think it' a hopeless struggle. The ground on 
which he opposed the address was,' that it 
pledged the House to . a continuance of the 
war, until a counter-revolution should be.pro
duced in France. To this pledge he could by 
no means consent; and, ~berefore,' he proposed 
to declare to his Majesty the opinion of the 
House, that it was Iu.lviseable he should order 
a negotiation to be opened on such terms as tQ 
his wisdom and goodness should seem right. 
lIe was supported by several country gentlemen. 
who usually voted with the Minister; but who 
concurred in the opinion, i~at any attempt. to 
make an impressiop Qn France would. prov~ 
ineffectual, and that e.n eff9rt should be. made to 
procure peace on safe and hOl;ourable terms. 

The proposition. was strongly opposed b1 
Mr. 'Windham, who contrasted the conduct, now 
recommended to the government, with tha~ of 
the French, who, .when attacked on .all si~es, 
instead. of feeling' desponde~~y, only incr«:asep. 
their exertions to meet the, coming d:ptger. 
He considered peaoo' a~ not with~~ Oul: ;re~cli i. 
and, ~epresented the .consequences of it, if 
attainable, as worlle than the continuance of 
the war. In the ·eveJit.~f a peace .. ~he jnter~ 
course betw:een the 'two countries must be 
Qpened,' when the French would pour ill U1ett' . 



emissaries, 'and all the Englisl~ ,infected wi~b 
French pri~'ciples, whom we bad Ilo\V;tpe ~ans 
of excluding, would retnrn, t(l disseminate their 
abominable tenets among the people_ ',A ,Jaco
binicalClub would .be erected p.t every man's 
door ;-ao inquisition wpuld hei,mUlediate1y 
instituted into the l'ight: of property; and~ 

. Convention might even be established ~ the 
neighbourhood of the: House of -Gommons. 
With what views would the Fre~}ch come? 
With the views l'ery forciblyexp,ressedin'a 
song, sung, with gre,at ,applause, ;a.t QOO of 

. th~se innocent Societies" 'as they were now called. 
a stanza of whichM~.W:~n~ham repe~ted. ' . 

.. Th,ey come, they ~oIe~ the Qlr~iads co~e~, .; .. 
From GaUia $0 invade us' J ' ..' . ' 

ltaise. raise the pike,':""beat. beat the drum:. . 

'I'hey come. like friends, . to aid ~.". ' 

.. They would go among out' ,poor, alDong 
. 'our 'labourers, among our manufacturers, and 

teach them the doctrine 'of liberty a'nd equa
lity. They would point out' the gilded palac~s 
of the ri,:Ch, and tell them they ought to be 
plundered and demolished for the benefit of. the 
. poor. Having drawn this gloomy pict~re of 
the state of the countlY'- in ca.se a. peace \,,'e~e 
made, he .exhorted the HOllse, and tIle. country, 
'ill .~ 6train of anjm~trni eloqltellCe, to di~play .Ri 
. . ',' :..'~ -. . . - . 
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..spirit more worthy of theUlseh"es ;md of theil: 
£:luse. 

The arguments of Mr. Wi~berf()rce and hili 
friends were combated by Mr. Pitt, who cor-

. rected an error under which tht'y laboured, by 
.hewing that the aodress by no means pledged 
them to continue the war until the destruction, 
.of the French- Republic. could be dfected.-He 
then deprecated, most eamestly. the display of 
that l>usiUanimous spirit, which, must be mani
feste(l. in, a disgraceful solicita~ion for peace, 
after the experience of one unsuccessful cam .. 
palgn. , 

Mr. Pitt, -finding himself suddenly indis
posed, was anxious to deliver his sentiments on 
the question before bi ~ad heard the arguments 
of any of the leaders ~f Oppositioll;; and he 
;lssigned this reason to ~e H~use. With a vj~w 
to remove the scruples entel-tained by Mr. Wil
berforce, and his friends, he declared that he 
by no means considered an approbation of the 
address as pledging theJloqse lle't:er JQ make a 
peace with the republic01I government of France; 
-for the address said nothing more than thai, 
from such a government as the present go\'em
ment <>f that country; we could Dot treat'-on 
Jerms that could be d~emed secure. He admitted, 
Jli he had done on former occasions, that it 
rnightbecome necessary to open a negotiation 



:with the republic; but he Tepeateu 'his' oplniorl, 
that no peace would be secure, unless France' 

'returned to a mc.narchical system; He expressed 
his surpfize, that those who had' iU!ll'litted the 
justice of the, war, and the necessity of oppo
'sing the aboti'iinable system of the revolutionary 
government of France, should· be disposed to 
abamtoll the contest,' after one years ineffectual 
struggle.-It had pleased 'Providence; whose 
ways were inscrutable, that the power of France 
"Shbuld triumph' over all opposition ;~but we 
should' not, therefore; fall, without adequ'l1te 
efforts to resist it; we'should not sink without 
measuring its strength: . The consciousness of 
lnability to pursue it could alone make him agree 
to retire from the contest. He would," at 
least~ have nothing to teproach' himself with 
on the retrospect. He' would not yield till he 
eouid exclaim,~ 

-- Potuit qu~ plurima virtu! 
ESse fuit, toto certamen est corpore regn;: 

, Mr. Pitt spoke with great wal'IDth,' and! 
justified· his warmth' by .the peculiarity of his, 
situation, in being l obliged to oppose and. con"' 
test the 6pinioDs of' men with whom ,he, had~ 
-bn ali'nost all subjects,: been- acctistomed to, 
~~ree~' . Indeed,. .the- advice- giyea hyM.r .. 'Vi{\..· 

, 
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berforce, Sir Richard Hin, and others, who 
had admitted: the -danger which threatcwed this 
kingdom from the revolutionary torrent of 
France, and who had acknowledged the neces
sity of resisting not only her ,destructive prin-
ciples, but. her insatiate ambition, was the 

. advice of weak and pusillanimous minds. It 
never, surely, could have been supposed,~hat 
the subversion of the revolutionary system, or 
the destruction of the revolutionary power, 
could. 'be effected 'in a single. caII1paignj and 
yet on this ground' alone could these members 
justify their present conduct. They voted for 
the war as necessary; they still maintained that 
it was 80; and yet, in consequence of 'the 
disasters of a single campaign, they were. wit .. 
ling t() forego its object without a further strug'". 
gle. In a word, they apprO\-ed' the end, but 
refused to supply the mean" of attaining it. 
The pretexts, urged in support of this incon
sistent conduct, 'were' minutely examined by 
Mr. Pitt, who shewed, that although Robes
pierre had been destroyed, and some mitigation 
of the system of tenor had resulted from his 
death,· no: chan gc had taken place in the govern,,;. , 
ment, and none of the- revolutionary principle& 
llad been disavowed.~Oll the contrary, the 
loery ba~ and the form, of the whole 
.uperstructure was 'carefully preserved~' .... ~ 

YOLo IV. . a 
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~he republic was still one and indivisible ;-it 
was still founded on liberty and, equality i-its 
rulers still persisted in their efforts to. revolu
tionize the neighbouring state i-and still their 
pride and ~leir ambition led them to 'carry des;)
-lation a~ld destruction into aU the governments 
of Europe. It was well, indeed, observed, 
'that the mild principles :of the British Consti. 
tution were a standing reproach to the destruc
tive tenets of the French Republican system, 
which were as intolerant as the rankest popish 
bigotry. 

- They could have paid very ~ittle attentio~ 
to. the motives and conduct of the . leading 
men in France, who ci:mld derive from the late 
change any sanguine expectation of the adoption 
of a line of conduct more compatible· with 
the peace and security of foreign st~tes. Fear, 
not principle,. influ~nced that change, which, 
though it afforded rather. more security to the 
persons' of Frenchmen, made not thCi .Ieast 
difference in the ,·iews or conduct of the rlllers, 
in respect of other. powers. In regard to this 
country, in particular, there .was no mort; 
difference between Tallienal1d. Robespierre,. 
tha'n there had been'betwee11' Robes'pierre and 
Brissot. -They were all actuated by the same 
.malignant hatred; the same inveterate 'malig. _ 
nhy; ·the same· determined hostility, -against 
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'Great Britain, which they all considered as the 
'only insurmountable obstacle to the accomplish. 
'ment of their grand plan. for subverting all the 
existing establishments of Europe, to which 
every s~cceSsive party llas adhered' with won~ 
derful 'perseverance, 'and ~ith inflexihIereso:. 
lution.. " , 

Many other strong arguments were pre~sed 
upon the House, by Mr~ Pitt, in opposition 'to 
tIle proposed amendment; paiticularlyapply
ing to the insecurity of illiy peace which could 
now be concluded, and to the disadvantages 
under which we should labour on th~ renewal of 
'war; deprived uf all our allies, and unable, 
for some, tim~ ,to bring' our, res~rces into 
action. ' Towards the end 0(' his speech he 
'adverted to ~e comparative state'of the finan
cial resource's' of the two countries.-':'He shewed 
that the exp~nditure 'of Frand: had amounted 
to no less than the enormous sum of 'four 
llUndred and 'eighty' millions, since the com
mencement of the war.-It had cost them three 
hundred and twenty millions to expel the allies 
from the Au~t!ian Netherlands, 'and, to' drive 
'them beyond the" Rhine. That no durable 
resources had enabled them to expend these 
vast sums was cl~arly demonstrated by' the 
'creation of an uniimited paper, credit., It 
appeared, ,however; from the ackriowledge~ents 

a2 



of the French ihemselves, ·that so mucb of tbis 
•• • ., • ,.,1 \ '. • I_ 

JHpney f1a4~eJl ~~rfady i~s~ed, th~t any ip'~re~(: 
of i~ wouJ,! ~e product~ve of ruin i andth~t the 
1Pj~erie& lvhkJ~ i~ oc!=~sioned aggravated all the 
~al~mities qf ~he country. . The whole circu .. 
J~tjlJ.g ~edium of ~rance neve,r exceeded ~in~ty 
millions ste~ling. In August, 1793, assi~ts 

. p~ been i~s\led tq the ~n~ount of one hundred 
~~d forty mitlio~s i-commerce w~ then in 11-

~ecliuiug stat~; ~gric»lture w~ discouraged; 
l)op~lation cbecked i ~nd a forced loaq of forty 
JDillions w~ ~opJ;ed, 011 the ,belie~ that Ql0l'e 

;t.s~jgu:Lu. hild ~eQ. aJrea~y issued than. could 
ob,taiq, circ~lat.ipH' In fact, the assignilts. S.oOI1 . . . 

lost pearly ~alf lheir vil1lle. After \Vard Sp .a 
lRU~$ d'of pr~dq~e4 pue hqndred aqd for~.Y~four 
liVff::$, Pf $ix t~p1es jts .real v'llue, ,The sY$tem 
of terror g.q~ begun~ a~d f:redit was 'extPfte4 
by fear. LalVs pas~d to comp~t.the peopletp 
~a\:.e, ~$signq.ts ilt p3;r; ~ maximum was fi",ed pn 
~ll ~ale~ble c9nlIlloditie~; and tbe penalty of 
~\fenty years ifllprisp.n~ent was, inflicted Oll 

ev~ry ll1an, who,. harassed and ruined by thes~ 
fiolen~ m~asur~s.. s4<?uld ahandon bis trade or 
~illling. Reyol~tion~ry conll~it~es were. en~
ployed, in ~very pa~t Qf the Republic, at np 
J~~s aq~xpensf:! thqIl twimtY-:,sir milliorzssterlingpel" . 
~nnuD1, to entorce' ~pliancewith the fisca.l 
.~andates pf. tll~ CoD.\"ention. 



· Defore the death of Robespierie the assignats, 
in circulation, had been increased to two hundred 
and sixty millions; an~ three months after that 
period. they had fallen to onelourth of their 
nominal va1ue. From these circumstances, !fr. 
Pjtt inferred that the, resources of the French 
mud spee(liljr :faiJ; and that they would, can .. 
sequently, be unable to· make the same tier .. 
t;ons which they had hitherto made. 

This infereDce would nav~' been jnst had 
it been in the power of the allies to force back 
the French armies beyond tht~r own ftontier; 
and to reduce the government to the necessity 
of maintaining their troops by the internal 
resources of the c~untry. In such ease,. mdeed, 
'With an exhausted treasury, aild diminished 
commerce, it would have been. impossible ·fot 

them to. support the armed multitude which 
they had sent into the field, or to renew those . 
gigantiC efforts which the combined result$ of 
terror and pl'ofusion hrul enabled them iO' dis..; 
play. nut it was part of their origimil plan' to' 

, make the neighbouring countries defray the 
expense of their own subjugation, and provide 
the means for a further extension of tIle same
ravages and desollrtlOn. which< they had them-' 
selves experienced. Thus' they subsisted their' 
armies on ;the plunder of foreign stateS', .and,. 
therefore, DO', calcUlatioD, founded on ihe ~-
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adequacy of . their iuternal~resources, .could 
properly. apply to the question j)f :their inability, 
to support' the war. for any given time,. unless' 
there 'existed a· certainty of' .confining. them 
withill their own limits. . , ,. 

411 . the ; inferences. and. statements of' 
Mr. ~Pitt were strongly impeached oy Mr .. Foxl 

who en,tered iIito a very long dissertation ·on. 
the.calamities of the war, and the .necessity 
of -peace. .Hepaid some compliments to .Mr. 
Wilberforce, .but warned him,. ~d his friends r 

that they must. not expect that any assistance" 
which they could afford him, in his attempts' to: 
obtain a speedy peace" would deter him from' 
instituting an enquiry. into' the ca~ses .of. the 
war~ot from the adoption of measures.. for. the 
prevention. of similar calamities in future; 
The high and 'authoritative tone which he now: 
assumed; ridiculous and mistuned as it .. was~ 
supplied a strong proof of ,the nlue which he, 
placed on this unexpectedaccess,iolL of . Par,:,' 
iiamentary strength.· He ascribed .b6t~this' 
war_and the. American war to the influence of 
a court party in this country. which hated the. 
very name of liberty ~ _and to' an indifference, 
amounting to barbarity, in the Minister to the. 
distresses of the people.'. Whatever ~ffect his' 
arguments might. be,; calcuIate~ ... to •. produce' 
m.\1ost. have been. counteracted -by !s~ch :sillyJ 



dt'clamation u this; which could only afford an 
apt thesi& for the inflammatory harangues of 
the disaffected, Notwithstanding an addition 
of members, the Opposition dil'ided only 
eeventy-three in support of, the amendment, 
which wa~ rejected by a majority oil two hun
dred and forty-six.· 

At the close of his :speech, MI': Fox had 
cast som(! reflections on the conduct of the 
Admiralty, which had been echoed by· Mr: 
eherida9 ;'--OOt ,Lord Chatham was fully vin'- , 
dicated by Mr. Dundas, who explained the 
great exertions ,made by the Admiralty' during 
his Lordship's' administration, and .the success 
of which they ·had been· productive.-Twenty. 
ships. of the line had been taken or destroyed; 
besides twenty-eight, frigates, and as many 
other ships of "war; ,while· we had lost ·only 
one sail of the line,. three frigates, and· sixteen 
smaller vessels. Previolls to this discussion, 
Lord Chatham hadqu:tted .the Admiralty, and 
was succeeded by Earl Spencer. . 

[l795,] The Opposition,. as has been seen; 
had displayed great ,activity.at . the opening of 
the present' Parliamentary campaign; and; 
flattered perhaps; by the additional numbers 
which had :graced their last division, they, 
resolved .on a new trial of strength, ~n the 5th 
of January, when Mr. Sheridan proposed ',to ' 
repeal the act of the last" session, whic~ was, 
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gen~raJly,though impr'op~r1y, terJ,lled"an Act 
fqr . sp.spend~ng the . Habeas Corpus" Act~ Be 
<:lltered into ,a long and elaborate. declamation, 
in Sllpport. of his .motion, the object' of -.which 
was to .condemn the whole condu~t of .Minis .. 

. ters; to impeach the justi~e ,and, necessity of 
the war; to deny the existence of aU seditious
and treasoQable conspiraci~s; to insist tl~at the 
iI,lI}oc;ence of the persons tried for bightreason. 
~aS est;tblished by the verdicts oCacquittal; tQ 

. j).bqse th9se .11oblem~n CUld gentleroen WbQJlad 
reqently aCf;;epte~ places under government; 
torev~le the French Monarchy; and. to panegy .. 
rite th.e :Republic L. On these various topi~~ Mr. 
,Sheridan e~p~tiat~d with his u/lual zeal, wasting 
aU th~ flowers of his Janey, and exhausting all 
the Iltorcs of his genius. . The. freedom.of his 
animadver,ions, ,and the ungUarded looseness of 
his charges, provoked a severe .retort from l\Ir~ 
Windham~ who, in a. speech,' of considerable 
length and ability; replete with pointed censure, 
and cutting sarcasm, admitiistered reproof, not 
Plore severe than, desen-ed. He checked the 
officious leal of Mr .. Sheridan in commenting 
~pon IJist concluct to l\fr.Fo..'IC.;-hecorrected his 
:numerous luisrepresentations, of . .facts; - he 
exposed his artful, but unfair, app.eals to. the 
passions of the., populace; -: he. ridicul~d his 

.' aff~ctt:'d ,tend~l'ness and sensibility ;~and he 
demonstrated the weakness of ~is arguments, on 



all the main. points of the question.-In ills 
remarks on Mr. Sheridan's triumphant pane
gyric on juries, and, on the, etlicacy of their 
decisions in proving the non-existence of a 
conspiracy, Mr. Windham ,taxed 111m with a 
most convenient want of rmemory. which haA' 
led him entirely to overlook the decisions of 
those juries by whose verdicts Watt and Downie 
had been consigned to .the gallows. In .the 
extravagance of. his. respect for O,;uties, he 
bad mentioned·the acquittals,but he c~ose to 
bury in silence the convictions, . and artfully 
kept them ,out of. sight. I. He asked. Mr. She
ridan,. whether he would deny that there were 
bodies of men straining every nerve, taking 
infinite pains, . and exerting their malice, to 
subvert tire order of government, on the model 
of the Freneh Revplution, and. by. means the 
molt dangerous, namely, by "appealing to. tIle 
ignorance and miseries of the poor,-the very . 
ItrlJtUm on which. those· modern engineers, who 
knew.: their trad6. better' than' any f9rmer 
profeasors~, of .. their science, intended to caTty 
on their lap "'. He characterized Mrr Sheridan's " 
speech . as awretoheclj vagUe,. coarse~. rhap .. 
sady, founde4 on vulgar topics of extravagant 
declamation, fit only fOF the lowest orders of 

~ society, and calculated for the meridian of such 
hearts and intelleets as it was intended for ; 
such as those of the applauded Mr. Broom-
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head, and the other 'liJorthg citizen$, who ~ere 
crammed into the honest. Jacobin, societies,. 
scattered through the manufacturing' towns .ot 
Great Britain.· Mr .. 'Windham defended the 
Duke of ;portland, himself, and other leaders of 

. tl1e Whig Party, from the sarcastic attack.s of , 
Mr. Sheridan, in a strain of dignified severity •. 
Truly did he observe" cc The calumnies c.ast .on 
such things are only to. be resisted by the 
shield o~, cJlaracter i-to that my noble ·friends 
and I resort f I am truly sorry he is not ashamed of 

, such low,' mean traffic.-l defy him to . .shew a-" 

single circumstance that can tend to east.a sha-: . 
dowof doubt on our conduct.-The malice of the 
design. is so corrected by the impotency, of the 
effort, thatl will not sacrifice. a word in answer
ing it." 

It was in vain that both Mr. Erskine :and 
Mr. Fox lent their united eloquence in support 
of their .f.'iend's motion.-.lt was lost by a. 
majority of a hundred'and forty four-forty-ont!, 
on,ly having voted .in favour of it, . A.nd a fe,v, 
, days. after, the. Attorney-General brought.in.~ 
. bill for leav.e to continue the ·provisions .ofthis; 
reprobated act. I t was read a, second. tim~ on 
the ~sd of January, when the subject once more • 
underwent a very long discussion. Mr. Lambto& 

• W oodfall'a .. Parliamentary .Repw:ts for'! 195. p .. J 7" 
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tuok .the . lead ,in opposition to the. measure,; 
and was supported by Messrs. Jekyll, Erskine. 
Fox, and Grey; while the bill was supported •. 
chiefly, by the law officers of the Cl"O'IA~n. The
Attorney-General, in alluding to the.often-con-. 
troverted point of the efficacy of a verdict to. 
cstabli~h 'the moral . innocence of the party 
acquitted,a<lduced some strong cases to prove 
that it could not possibly have any such effect. 

No man, .he insisted, who pretended to 
know anything 'of the theory of the law; no 
man who knew any thing of its pr~ctice, would 
for a monu:,pt contend, that a verdict of not, 
guilt!! wal' a. full establishment of the moral 
innocence of the party accused. He instanced, 
in support of this assertion, the case of a charge 
of high treason being'directly, and posifively,: 
supported by the testimony of a gentleman of 
the highest integrity, of the most unblemished 
honour, to' tIle complete satisfaction and full 

""'conviction of every one who heard him ;-sti1" 
if there· were no> other 'evidence, lhe· prisoner' 
must be acquitted, because the law imperatively 
requires two witnesses to establish every, O\'ert 
act or treason. Here, then, would be a verdict 
of not guilt!! in a case in which every person 
must be: satisfied of the real 'guilt of the party 
acquitted. Other cases -were adverted to, in 
which :a prisoner must be acquitted ,by -the jury 
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notwithstanding his own confession ofhig 
guilt; could any man in his senses think that~ 
in such cases, a verdict of not guilt!! was a proof 
of the moral innocence. of the prisoner, . The 
Attorney-General, in further corroboration of hi~: 
argument, instanced a remarkable fact which 
llad occurred· on these very· trials.,---,-While he. 
was contending for the meaning of a paper, 
published by one of the societies, and . Mr. 
Erskine was maintaining ihat it _would not bear 
the meaning for which he .contended, that 
very society. pu blished. another paper, avowing 
that their meaning, in the for~eJl' pub1ication~ 
War; precisely that which he bad put upon it.
Yet th~ law of evidence would not allow the 
Attorney-General to produce the second paper 
to prove the meaqing of the first, because it had 
been written after the prisoner had been· taken 
into custody. 

Here were facts wl1ich could not be con
t.roverted~ and which were sufficient to convince 
scepticism itself of the absurdity of the prin
ciple contended for; but it did not s~it the pur
poses of the party to be so convinced; they did 
not choose to sacrifice, at the shrine of truth, 
any prejudice, or any pretext, which might serve 
either to encourage the spirit of discontent, or 
to direct the public . indignation . against tIle. 
Minister. The bill was,. however, orde.red to be 



Z53 

read a second time, by a 'great and decisive 
nlajority j and, in a. few days, it received th~ 

final &anction of both Houses, and became a· 
law. 

During these political discussions, the 
french had, very unexpectedly, renewed their 
milita/y operations. in Holland, and, early in the 
month of December. 1794, they attempted to 
cross the Waal. The opposition they expe .. 
rienced was firm and, partially, su~cessftll ;bu~ 
the unusual severity of winter, by eady rcndel"'" 
ing the water one firm compact body of ice, 
sufficiently solid to bear, the troops' and their 
artillery~ enabled the- French to flccomplisb . 
their objects with comparative facility. All the 
efforts pf the S~dtholder to rouse, the spirit 
of the people to exer~iolls- adequate to the 
exigen<;y,which called for them having proved 
ineffec~ual~ that· Prince resolved to leave his 
country toherfateJ an<l tQemigrate to England;
w hi ther, also, the Bri tish commander had repaired 
at the close of the yt:ar. It was now evident 
that the democratic party, in ,Holland, prevailed 
o\'er the opposite interest, and that. the pre
seuc~,af the French was rather desired than 
~readed. Resistance was, however, still made 
to the, progress of the rrepch by the British, 
now under the comma~d of General Walmoden. 
In Dc;cember an~ January •. some_ se,'el'e actio~ 



",,'ere: fought, : in which the EIigtish troops' dis
'playe(ltheir wonted bravery, 'and sustained the 
honour of thdr cou~t~y; but, the superior 
numbers of the French compelled them to retire; 
and, as the e11emy had pushed onOin' great force, 
between thernand the 'Dutch' coast~ theY were 
~ompelled' to retreat, by a ' circuitous'" road~ 
towards the 'nbrtiicoast'ofGermany.' During 
this toilsome arid dangetousietreat,' they expe;. 
rienced from the Dutch, ;u' behalf of: whom 
they had fought and bled, the most base ingra
titude,and the most savage treatment: ,With 
the greatest difficulty could they procure; from 
these unfeeling wretches; either'food orsheIter; 
the inconveniences which they experienced from 
the' inclemency of the season were thus aggra
vated, and their dangers increased. 'After 
suffedng incredible hardships,·' however, tlle 
~hattered' remaiRs of this gallant army reached 
Bremen, where, and.in the neighbourhood, the 
kind, humane, generous, and benevolent, conduct 
of the inhabitants afforded an admirable contrast 
'to the scene which they had lately witnessed in 
Holland. They remained here some weeks, and 
then embarked for England .. After their retreat,· 
the Dutch extended theit supplicating arms to 
the French invaders; they 'hailed, as friends,' the 
enemies of their name and race:;-atid hastened 
tv conc1ud,e with therh a disgraceful ~reaty.' 
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by which 'they formed a perpetoal ~iiiance -
against Great Britain, offensive and . defensive ;. 
consented to, pay upwards of four million. 
6terling to the French' to indemnify them of 
the expense C?f invading and plundering their 
(;Ountry; abolished the' office of Stadtholdeq 
opened the navigation of the ScheIdt;' resigned 
their dock-yards to the french ;---and, in short, 
subjected themselves, and their country, tt) the 
iron yoke of French tyranny.· .... 

In order to .counteract the effects of :thQ 
secession of the Dutch. from the .confederacy, 
and obviate, as far as possible. the inconveniences 
()f . the approaching desertio~ of the, Prussian 
Monarch, w hieb, it was evident, would soon take 
place, it was resolved, by the .:Minister, to make 
a considerable addition. ,to our- army. On the 
21st of January, Mr. Windham, asSeeretai"Y at 
War. laid the army estimates before the House
of Commons;-when it appeared that the army, 
for tile service of the present year, was proposed 
to consist of one hundred and Qineteen tho~sand, 
m.en, inelusive of invalids. ·In the course of ,the 
debate, which ensued 011 this pl'Oppsal,. sev~re 
fensureswere passed UpOll Ministers . for tthe. 
mode adopted for the increase of· the army, b~ 

, * Thil treaty walligtied at' the Hague. on: the 15th flf, 

I.la1, 17~5 •. 
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suffei-ing inexperienced youths to raise regiment. 
for rank; 'and some instances of this kind; highly 
prejudicial. to' .the service, were adduced by 
General Tarleton. It was further urged, that 
mallyof the men who composed these regiments 
were wholly unfit for service, some being inca
pacitated by age, and others by extreme youth. 
Other grounds Qf objection were pressed against 
the proposed augmentation7 on the plea that the 
navy oUiht to be the principal concem of the 
country at such a crisis; 'and that our army ought 
to be but a secondary. consideration .. ' Thill plea 
was strongly urged by Mr. Fox, who asserted, 
that the army had much more than its due 
proportion when examined with the navy~ He. 
reprobated the project of sending moreBri tish 
troops to the Continent, as wild,visionary, and . 
destructive; and he contended, that if more'of 
the troops were to be so employed, the anny was 
much too large. IIG dwelt long on his favourite 
topic of peace;, and, in his zeal to promote- it, 
denied the adequacy of the resources of this 
country to maintain the war againi~ France. If 
the present was not the last, it was certainly an 
approach to our last stake. * Hal-ing chargeeJ 

.. Whoever is unaccustomed to appreciate the assertions of 
party men, and compares this declaration of Mr. Fox with hi. 
subsequent conduct, when Minister, tleven gears· tifter I/W 
period. in supporting the proposal for increasing the Properf¥. 
Tax, from liZ to len per cent.' will find some gr~uilll cdr: astO~ 
mento 
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Mr. Pitt with tevity, in speaking of the misfor .. 
tunes of the war, the Minister retorted on him, 
and appealed to tlle House, whe'ther, in treating 
of those misfottunes, Mr. Fox, speaking in a 
tone of exultation; coupled with an affected 
lamentation, had not displayed a degree of 
triumph which' the detail of our disasters was 
but ill-calculated to inspire'~ In. describing our 
past failures, 'and our present situation, it was 
observed, th~t there certainly was much to 
lament, something to.·censure, but nothing to 
deprive us of hope. No division resulted from 
this discussion;' t~e army esti'lnates were all-
,'oted by the Ho,:se. . , 

It was thought proper, by the metnbers of 
the Opposition, to divert the' atte:p.tion of 
Ministers from the important 'subjects by which' 
they were naturally engrossed, in the present 
posture of affairs, by calling upon the House 
of Commons to record an abstract declaration 
of their opinion, that ~he existence of the present 
government of Frallceought notto be considered 
as precluding, at that time, a negotiation for 

• peace. :Mr. Grey was se~'ected for ~he task of 
.su.bmitting this proposition to the House, which 
he performed with considerable talent, in a 

. speech of great length, in which he described 
our sitl.lation as hopeless, and our Ministers as 

. incapa~~e, and undeserving of confidence; an? 
VOL. IV. s 
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tecurred to the old topic-the absolute necessity 
of opening an immediate negotiation with the 
,French. To the mot~on of Md1rey, Mr. Pitt 
moved; as an amendment, "That, under th~ pre
sen t circums tances, the House fel t itself called upon 
to ~eclare its determination, firmly and ;teadily, 
to support his Majesty in the vigorous prosecution 
of the presen t just,' and necessary war, as afford
ing, at that time, the only reasonable expectation 
of permanent security and peace to this country; 
imd that, for the attainment of those objects, 
the House relied, \vith equal confidence, on his 
Majesty's intention to employ" vigorously, the 
resources of the COUll try in support of its essential 
interests, and on the desire unifonnly manifest~d 
by his ~rajesty to effect a pacification on just 
and honourable grounds with' any government 
in France, under whatever form, which should 
appear capable of maintaining' the' accustomed. 
relations of peace, and amity with other' coun:' 
tries.'" , ' 

It was, on this occasion explicitly declared 
by Mr. Pitt, 'that although the 'MInisters had 
been' uniformly ofopinionth~t it would be 
llighly desirable to promote the success of any , 
party in France which should be favourable to a 
monarchical form of governll1ent, the restoration 
of Monarchy, 09 the old principles, had neve,r 
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been stated by his l\fajesty~ by Government, or 
by Parliament, as a sille qua nOll, as Ii necesscrry 
preliminary to peace. Not only was \h~s the 
fact, but, farther, it ha" never been stated, that 
any' one specific arid particular form of gQvern
JUent was deemed, on our part, necessary before 
we co\lld negotiate for peace~, His .l\lajesty.had 
disclaimed all desire' to intelfere in the in~ernal 
concerns :of France, as long as that country 
llad abstained from interference with the goverp.:
ments of other natIons :':""'till an act of 'direct 
.and absolute' aggression had been, committt:cl 
against this country, and. till hostilities had 
actually coDlmenced,. his Majesty bad strict'y 
adhered to his declaration, and forborne all 
interference whatever. When ~ompelled to 
interfere. in a manner agreeable to every expe .. 
rienee and practice of the world, and justifiable 
on e\:ery plain prinCiple ofihe law of nations, 
bis ~ajesty: still restrained himself to; that 
degree of interference which was nece,ssary for 
his own liccurity, and for that of Europe.
The only species of government which he then 
wishcd to see established, was Dot that which 

. he deemed most digible; it was' not that 
which he thought ~ost free 'frOID objection; 
but any government which would be sufficient 
for ensuring the safety of 'other nations .. When 
bis . Majesty was . reduced to the .nt:cessity 

.$ i. 



of l,ook.ing 'at ithe governi'nent ot rrance, .he 
looked at it, certainly, hot without a wish 
whieh must naturally aris~ 'in 'every generous 
heart, that it might be adapted 'to the pros
perity an.dhappiness of 'those who were to live 
under it;-butwitll regard to r.egotiation and 
to peace, he did not look at it with that vi€w, 
or for that purpose.-He coutd on1y look· at 'it 
for English views, and for English purposes; 
to see whether it held, out the solid ground~ 

·of treating,. with that degree of reasonable 
~eeutity for, the' perfo:rrnance~f engagements 

I,,,hieh Usually subsisted, and was to be 'found 
in the ~xisting system of the different powers 
of Europe,without being' liable to that. new 
and unexampled order of things,-that state of 
anarchy and confusion, which had, for years 
existed in Frahce. Such baving been' the true· 
measure and extent of. the declaratioiis h;aae by 
his Majesty, and. by Parliament, it ,was con
ceived, that no; man who lookedb:i.ck on th~m 
would wish that he had not made them ; that 
no man would feel that they were not made on 
just princip,es, pr that they did' not. arise 'from 

"a fair view of the circumstances and neces~ity 
of the case. . . . 

Here the viey,'s and the declarati~ns of 
govet~lment, resp'ecting their intentIons,' 'or 
desire, of restoring n,on~rcby III Fra.nce, were, 



$0 cJ,eady and distinctly stated:, that they cotJ14 
henceforth be ~ubje~t only to ~i!f'ltl 1llisrepr~ 
sentation. - ~~ fact, it was a,lways perfectly 

t 
cleat, to: those whose ey,e~ wefe :qot ob5cw:ed 
by ~he mist of party; tba;t the restQrll:tiQD, of 
the FreI\ch m,oDA-Tchy was n~vef the object of 
the Waf;, but was l~~re1y considered as the b~&t 
mea~ for the aceomplish~l~nt of its object.
If the object ~\lld b~ accomplish~d without it, 
the ",ar WQuId, of ~OUfse, cease; ~( not, it waif 
1\ot only the policy, b~t \he Quiy, o( l\Ii.nister~ 
to, e~d~vour to, restore the l\~o~a,~hy. 

Two qu~sticn$ ~ros~ 01\ this discus,sio~, at} 
'Yhicl~ the parties wer~ M ~ss\le.,-"H Wl/-$ CO,J;l,

,c~ded, first, t~at, t~~ form of goyemmeI}t i~ 
~ cou,n~r'y with whi~h We w~r~ at wal,' ough$. 
~eyer to l;Je ~n,side.{ed as ~ving' a,ny influenc~ 
O,Il ~he secu.rity of ~ treaty; at;l.d, secondly. tb_~~ 
the t~v9,l\lt~ou~ry g(:)Vert;l.menf of France, at any 
ti~(: since th~ destruction of the mon~rc;:hy. 
~ad been perfectly compete~t tq afford tbty 
~ec~ss~ry' ~~curity for t'lte ob~crva,nce of a~J1' 
lrfaty ,yh~ch j~ lllight <;OU~l11dCf V'~tl'\ ap.Qth~:r 
eoyntry. The ~1:li,rmativl1 o~ ~~s() Propos~tiOA~ 
was· mll:~taiI\e~ by,the Opposit\Qn, whUc tb" 
~f\~iste~~ SupPOfted ~he nega~ive. , 

Mr. Pitt a~~e~ if ~ny ~an woul<;l say, 
th;1~ " nlf.t\on li~e Franc~, P\lt ipto a $ituation 
-pe..rf~ctly ~ewl_ in~9 a fiituation, djrectly tlte 
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reverse of all the eXlstmg go,-ernments on 
earth, . destroying the foundations amI. the 
bonds of all political society, bre~king down 
the distinction' of all ranks,and subverting the 
$ecurity of an property; 'a government pretend~ 
ing·to put a whole nation into a state' or pre .. 
tended equality, not the equality of laws. btlt 
an· acu.;al equality, an equality contrary to the 
phY!lical inequality of man; -would apy m~n 
say, . that ,ve ought to make . peace ,..ith ~ 
'government constructed. upon such principles, 
which had .attempted, by every meanS i~ its 
power, to molest its neighbours, to impo."crish 
~nd distress itself, to propagate itsperniciolJs 
principles, to make converts, an<l to hold out 
the means of seducing other nations, and whkh 
had followed up such conduct· byopell and 
direct acts of aggression, by a positive' viola .. 
tiun of treaties; and, lastly, by an opendeda .. 
ration of war? This country scrupulously 
obser~Ted a neutrality, while it could hope, or 
have a reasonable prospect, that the ll1ischiefti 
of the French revolution would be' confined 
within the territory which gave,it birth. \V~. 

remained passh'e spectators of the conduct of 
France, 1I1ltii the nory momept when w~.·.again&~ 
our will, was forced 'into the ~oritest. . 

Having stated his reasOnS for concluding 
U~~~ po treatl wHh tJW ~~i&tin~ ~ovnnm~Ql 



of France could afford the tequisite security; 
Mr. Pitt proceeded to. observe, that' such a 
change might ,take place iIi that. governmenr, 
as would justify an attempt to tJ:eat with it. 
lfsuch a change 'should occur, and. such an 
order of things should arrive,' through' what.:. 
ever road, and by whatever means, if~ the 
French gave to their government that stability, 
and that authority, which might afford grounds, 
not of certainty, but of moral probabili~y 
(by which human affairs must be conducted) 
that '"c'inight treat for peace with security~~ 
then would be the proper time to negotiate; 
but Wi ought, in prudence, to wait the r~tliril 
of such' 'circumstances as would afford us a pro-
babiUty of treating with success. . 

All the arguments of Mr. ritt, were com
~ated by Mr. Fox, who repeated his assertions, 
that the existing'government of France was as 
capable of preserving the relations of peace and 
amity with other nations, as any otber govern
ment; but' he adduced neither arguments nor 
facts to destroy the efficacy of Mr. Pitt's'rea
soning on the subject. He asserted" indeed, 
that jf peace were to take place, ,the French 

'must disband ,their' armies, and" if the mighty 
machine, which ,nothing hilt the diaholical con
federacy' Of despois had ]>utin motion, were 
.once itopped, it would be 'impossible again to 



erect it." But, intll,e first pl~c~,it was J>y J.lQ 

means certain that peac~ could be obtaiQ.ed by 
any declaration on Qur part; p-nd, in thf Ile~tl 
if. obtainep, it did p()~ follow tha.t those effects 
wo~ld re~uh from it. He §till pe~i~t~d j~ 
~cribing the murder oftbe ~ipg, the"5yst~~ 
pf terror,. and all the cCilamities which J!rllUq:: 
. ~nd Europe had' ~xpei·jen~e~l, i~ conseq\.l~p~ 
of the Fl'e)lch revolution, to. the !'9pfederacy, 
which he so. eP1ph~tical1y chllr~cttrjzed j--;-al:
,t11~ugh it had b~en demopstra~~d, beyond th~ 
power of contradictioJl, or the possibility pf 
do~bt~ that that. ~oQ.fedep,lcy wa~ formed solely 
,on Q. priQ.cipie of ~elr.,. pre.servation; th;l,t t~ 
m~mber~ ~f it were ~xtremely averse from war; 
that "they exerted ~very effort to prevent it& . . ~ 

.o~Cij.rrellcc:; . and t4at they did pot prep,ue . for 
~t until fraI).qe bad ~ctuall'y decl~re4 \va,r ag~iost 
them l Mr. Grey's motion W!l~ SllPportt'd by 
Mr. Wilberforce ilIld Mr. He:Qry Thorntoll, th~ 
(o.rmerof whom, ilOwever, :wj~Aed tQ I,\lte1' 'th~ 
.l~J)guageof jt. . On the divjsiop, ~igl~tY·!ii~ 
p1.e.mber~ voted fOF j t, ~nd, two' hupdr~d :w~ 

. * WOQdfaU's Pjlrliam~ntary Reports for 17p5. p. 4~5.".:-
: 'Mr. Fox live.d long ooough to I?e convinc~d of the weakness 

Q/ hill own assertions.···He lived tf) see that peace with France 
Lor' JVbich he ha4 ao long, ancJ 10 .earnestly, wish~;~~.-a.nd to 

~ .iI. pr~dllcti~C; of ,no <we of t~osc; ~~ w/:!ich Pfl.1fJ FO~· 
J4ieQ.tly 'pJ:ed,~ctl<~,a~ .i~ !l~~SSiUY ~9.n.~qu.epce, . 
y' '. . . '."' . 



sixty-nine ~g\l,il\st it ;-~!ld, Ql} the <fiyi~ioI\ QP'
Mr. ritt'» ~Illep(hnent, the,n1~mbers tOt i~ w~r~ 
two b4ncJreq and fift1-fo\lf, alld agaips~ l~ 

p.inetr· . . . . 
~ similar I)lotion, thpugh llPt preci&ely i? 

.the s;une worqsl w~s brought for\varc!,thf n~~~ 
pay, ip the Upuse of Pcerli, )Vhell, Lord qr~n:
yii"le movfp t!Je Sal!le ~mep<lment, which lw4 
J>eell ~arrie4 in the Lowff HopSf!.-~Th~ ITlot\op. 
w~s Jl~gativl!dl !lnu ~pe 1!-wenc}mcnt j::arri~d, by 
~i~nty-ei~ht yotes a~a,ip.s~ f1ft~en •. 

M~cn h.ad I,een sl!.i~, in the pourse of qebilt.e1 
puril)g thl.s Se~sion, on the nefe~sitr of gre1;l.ti.y 
p,.ugmeJltipp Q41" nayal force, Thi~ in regH4 
to 8hips~ w~~ ~ matter QfnQ ~JiHkJllty j P4t it 
was pot so easy t~finq a, ~ufficieQc~p.f ~e~me9 
for manning th~ l!~ips, whtq fquiPVed, fQI" ser .. 
vjc~. 1\lr. Pjtt~ therefo~" bllQ pirectep hi~ 

p.ttelltioQ ~Q tl}e best mf!a,ps of f;t~iJitatiJlg t~ 
Elq:omplishmellt of l!.n Qbje~~ sq ifJlpOr~allt ip 
!!verypoip~ of yiew.-f\~dl on tbf! ~e~onchla.r 
9f feQru~ry, he <?rel~e9, tq . the Hou:;e of CRIll;
Plons, a pJ~n wnich h~ h~9. devi~ed for this Imr
pose. TtJi~ pJan \V~~ ~t~ted tQ'Qe' prpc.l~lcti~t: 
of twq advantage~:--It would fir~t J'~lieve tIt!! 
out}var4-JJOUllcl tr~qe pf the ccnmtryfr,qm tl!f.! 
!l,lcqI}\'eqi~n~e res!lJtipg fr~m ~n 11l1Gertain de~re~ 
of pr~ss't1~; . and?~ecqJldly~ i~" wquld preyent 
~~~ ~t!c~s§i~y pf. an~mRa.rS.0' : ~ Jl1~jl~ur~ W hi~h 
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had been resorted t6 in former wars. He 'pro
posed' that every merchantman, previous' to 
clearing out, should supply a given tlUmbe~ of 
men, ill proportion to its tonnage, for the ser:;' 
"ice of the Royal Navy., This regulation. 
would operate as an embargo on every indivi
dual ship, until it had furnished' its particular 
quota. From an examination of the Custom 
House bookS for i793, down to the month of 
September, it appeared that the total of the 
shipping 'of Scotland and England, employed 
one hundred thousand men, and that the pro
portion of men to the tonnage was about otic 
man to, every fourteen tons: It was proposed 
to take one seaman, out of every seven that, 
'were employed; though it was not necessary 
that they should all be able men, as an option 
was to be offered to the ship owners, to supply 
two landsmen instead of one ·seaman. Non'e 
were to be required of any vessel below, the 
burden of thirty-five ton's; every vessel above 
thirty- five and below seventy was to furnish 
one landsman; every "esse1between seventy , 
and one hundred and five toris was to find one 
seaman or two landsmen; and so on, in pro:" 
pbrtion, to one hundred and forty; and above 
that, progressively, one landsman was to be 
!5upplied for every fifty tons. The ,reason 
l1isigned for the distinction between large and 



small vessels, as ,to the I2roportiouo( men they 
\vere to be called on to furnish, was, that the 
amaller ships made many more voyages than the 
Jarger ships. and had, therefore, much' mOl'e 
frequent occasion fot ~heprotection of convoy. 
Thewhl)le number of Olen' expe~ted to be 
obtained by this plan, ""as fi'om eighteen to 
twenty thousand. ,1'.1r. Pit~ stated it to be also 
his jntention to call up~n the ~ountl'y for some 
supply.of landsmen for the service of the nny; 
to be raised according to the number of parishes 
jn the kingdom, and, reckoning one man 'for 
tach, it 'might produce a. force of about ted 
thousand men. Where the parishes failed to 
Jupply their men, they were to pay a flne 
larger than the bounty paid to volunteers., 
He had it likewise in cont~mplation to raise' 
a number of men out of those who were' em': 
ployed in ,the illlancl navigation, onnl!.vigable 
Tirers and i:anals,' . 

To this quarter Mr. Pitt ,looked, and cer~ 
tainly not WitllOUt reason, as a nursery forou'r 
seamen; a,s persoJls fngaged in the Inland navi~ 
gation, from the 'mode 'of their education, and 
the habits of ~heir life, w~re weU' qualified for 
the sea-service. ·Sucb was the outline of 1\1 r. 
Pitt's plan for supplying the navy with, Plen, 
.lt was 's~ far a. better plan than the one' whicQ 

W~.~ ~ursuec:l in france, before' the ' revoiutjoli~ 



~S H ~id 1'\Qt subject persop.s" ' folIow~p.g a sea,
faring life; to ~h,e pe~essity of regls~e~'illg tll~ir 
n~Q1~s, and the ships 011 board whic~' th~y 
s~rved, that th~y might be forthcoming when
eyer the approac\l of war tnight reD(lerth~ir 
~efvices necessary; put it was -m4c~ more pre
cl!rious and less· effi~cious. Jt was o~~ step~' 

~lOwev~r, towanls tll~ att;l.inlllep.t. of a. ,weat 
~ational object r ~nd as the. iIllmed.iate adoptioJ\ 
of it was JIqt presseq up~ the House, Ilu,fficient 
~ime was. .~ll~}\veq· for ~oq~c6n~ any of it~ 
defects, and for, suppl~'iI\~ any of its ~ defi
c;:iepcjes! . l\f~, Pitt, ;1t this. ~orpent, m~~e~y 
~,()ved fQf le!l.v~ .to ~fing in a bill for ~anyin~ 
the p\;m into ~fffct.:-He had r!';cQu{se, 3;t the;. 
Sll.Q1e time, to al\oth~r illPciliary Ylle~u.r~, ,~~iCA ' 
llaq becp ~dop.t~d in fqrm~r wars, f<?r procurin~ 
~en, ~y J>rin~jIl~ in a bilJ to enabl~ m~~istra~e~ ... . , 

to ~rpre~epd ~ll id,le ;J;nc\ disor~edy per~ons~ 
who might be able to serve his l\Iajf~tYJ ;:tnq 
who coulq give nq ~tisfactory ~ccount Qf their 
lll~al'!sof proc~rin~ a subsistence. ' 

4 C9Ii .. :ers;ttiop~ ratherth:m a. ~f~a.te~ ens1,l~q 
'On th~~ deyelopf;:me~t of ~fr. Pitfs p.1an, \vJ1icn 
lV,\s tru~.y r~prfs~p!e~ flS ~. ~tr~Hg ~e!1slJrf, 
'yhicp no~hl~~ ~lJt nel;l;ssi tl' s:oulq justify. N Q 

ol>~e~t~ol1t 9f ;t~y ~PQ~c;quepc~ )VlJs !it¥.ted~
~~t ~fr~ Har~i~on, ",ho&~ rpillQ !lv~p~afs tq. llll"~ 
~effi ~() ~~t~~t em pi~ Il()tl\\>'~ ~chell~~ fo!; tb~ 



taxation of placemen and pens'joners, "that be 
could not diScuss any subject, howeverioreign 
from" It, without an effort, at leas't, to render 
it applicable, now seriousty "proposed, tha~ 
every person, holding a place or pension of 
.:£~oo a year, should provide one seaman, or ' 
two landsmen, for the service of 'the navy;
persons possessing £400 a )'ear, two seamen o~ 
three landsmen.-persons holdjng £,500 a year. 
two seamen or tour landsmen' i-and for every 
.£ 100 above .:£500, to whatever extent of 
sum, that one mati shoul<\. be added i-why 
persons who, it was fair to presume, were 
only rewarded in proportion to the se.rvices 
which they rendered to the public, should be 
thus selected, as particular objects of taxation, 
this wise legislator did not condesc~nd to explain. 
N or does lIe seem to have been aware, everi, that 
the ,'ery ground on whicIl ihe owners of ships 
were called upon to contribute to the nav,al ser- ' 
vice, in this peculiar way, was, t1le necessity 
under which theil' vessels lay for the protection 
of our naval force i-if Mr. lIarrison eQuid 
ha\'e provecl~ that persons enjoying "rewards for" 
public sen'iees stood in frequent need of convoy. ' 
he might have rendered his proposal as l'eIc\'ant 
al!d proper, . as it was irrelevant, ridiculous, and 
unjust. " It' would' have occurred, to any maR 
of plain, common sense. tnat tne effect Of. ad0l+ 

'. ~. . ... .' ~ .. 1 



· jug Mr. Harrison's proposal, for rendering pet; 
sons, holding places, liable' not only to coniri ... 
butiollS, in: comnion wIth their fellow-subjectsl 
hutto additional taxes paId hy no other des,crip" 
tion of .persons, . .would be to' diinin,ish the 

,amount of their salaries; a measure whiCh could 
only be justifiable on the admission'that those 
salaries were too great for the' services which 
they were established to. reward. The only 
just and· hont>urable mode of acting, then, 
for a legislator, under such circumstances, was 
to bring the question, immediately, ,and in 
a direct way, before the House; when its 
merits 'might be fairly discussed i-and if, upon 
due investigation, it l1ad been found, that the 
salaries were too high, the House should ha,-c 
addressed the King, and requested him ,to 
l'educe them to a proper standard. But it was 
very well known, that such an enquiry would 

,lead to a 'very different result; and,~ therefore, 
ihis indirect Jp.ode of. attack, upon persons hold
ing public situations, was preferred as best cal
culated to answer the purposes of faction" by 
rendering them odious to the undiscernin'g mul
titude; .and to prevent the question froni being 
brought before the public, in the only way in 
which its real merits could be investigated, and 
the truth made ·apparent. In respect of pen
sionen, . it wa~ also' stl;ldiously cQncealed, tllat 
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they were alre\dy subject to a particular tax 
of four shillings in the pound, on the amount of 
their pensions, in a(ldition to all other taxes.-

The 'l\Iinister,l1aving. at lengtIl, ,brought 
his negotiation with Austria, respecting the 

, means for the "'igorous prosecution of the war. 
to a state of great forwardness~ delivered a 
message, to the House, on the fourth of Febm
ary, from his Majesty., who informed the Com
mOllS, 'that the Emperor was inclined to make 
~he most vigorous exertions for 'the common 
cause, in the ,following campaign, but that, to 
enable him to carry his plans into effect, it 
,,'ould be necessary for his Imperial Majesty to 
raise four millions by way of loan, on the credit 
6)f his hereditary dominions; and this was. pro-

I 

• Nothing can be more ablurd than thi, mode of dimi
nishing the amount of pensioni, gT~nted for public services; 
for, as matter. now stand. when a pension list of 20,0001. 

'i. ,~eld forth' to tbe 'people. they naturally think that, the 
,whole amount of Ihat,,'sum is taken out of the' public purse,; 
whereas. in {act. only 16,0001. is paid. From thi. practice <!f 
,ranting .ominal incomes no one advantage is derh·ed. and 
for iI, no one valid reason can be assigned. While it is .~ 
decCfltion on tbe person recei~'illg a, Pensio~, . it is of no benefit 
,whatever ,to the public. If tbe government think a man 
entitled to a given Bum for bis services, let him receive that 
111m, ~ubject only to such tales as the same, income derived 
from any other louree would be robject to i-let him DO~ hay • 
.$00/. II rl:ar nominall¥, and only 400/. II year in/fl.ct, : 



. .. 
posed to' be done, under the tuarantee of his. 
Majesty, w'ith the concurrence of Par1iament~ 
With such pecuniary aid, it ~vas. stated. that 
the Emperor would be enabled to bring into 
the field an arniy of. two hundr~d thousand 
effectiv'e men. The King was of opinion that.' 
such an ar~~ngement would ptove highly ~ene~ 
ficiaI to the common cause; but he thoughtthat " 
the advantages to be derived from it would be 
greatly extended, if the Emperor,were allowed 
to raise a'still larger sum, and so to employ a 
1l10re considerable force; and the British, 
Minister, at Vienna,. had been jnst'rueted to 
inform the Emperor, that 11is Majesty wa~ pre
pared to recommend such an extension to bis 
Parliament. ' , 

This message 'was taken into consideration 
by theJiouse on the following day, when Mr~ 
Pitt entered into a justification of the measure 
nbw reconlllie'nded to Parliament; in the course 
()f which he took 11 cursory view of the present 
state of Europe, and of the various opinions 
entertained at home~' on the subject of peace,; . 
Whence he inferred the policy and ,the wisdom' 
of 'affording every facility to the' Emperor,-,
whether "rith a ,·iew to the successful prt>secu-

"tionof the war, or)ii contemplation' of 'that. 
state of things which would justify its terml

. tion. lIe . finally' moved a resolution, expressiY~ 



"r the concurrence ot't~ House in .the senti.t 
nients expressed by hi's Majesty; and contain .. 
ing an assurance of their readiness to co~operate 
with his Majesty~ in' guaranteeing.a still larger 
loan to the Emperor, should such a step" b~ 
thought advIsable and practicable by that Sove
reign'; convinced, as they,were, that it would' 
be essentially conducive to the immediate inte .. · 
rests of his'Majesty'ssubjtcts,at 'this conjunc

'ture, and to lhe : great object of re-ebtablishing~ 
on Ii secure' and' pctn'lane<nt' foundation, the' 
peace, hnd-tranquillitY<lf these kingdoms,and 
of Europe.-:The1notion was opposed' by Mr. 
Fox,'; but·; his' eIofluenee' was!' 'exdted in: vain, 
,inee . it' pfo(~ured :0111y fifty.eight, votes' tQ' 

,.. '.' resist the opiniouiof one hundred and'seventy": 
,bree~ ,- I.. ... . . " , 

Soine peti tions for peace,' w hith' ate ne~er; 
difficult toobtai'n, fOfoo arguments are neces.' 
6ary to persuade the"lllultitude, that the fewer', 
~xes there are the more they will liave to spend, 
baving been procured, and laid on the table of the, 

, • J 

lIouse, Mr. GrtYi on the· sixth of FebruarY'f 
Qgain laboured to persuade the House to adopt 
an' abstract declal'ation of the:perfett -colllpe-: 
~enc'y of,the' govermT.ent at this time existing 
in France, to entertain and concluce atlfgoti~' 
lion for peace with· Great Britain. Not one' 
new reason w~,' or, . indeed, Could be" adduced, 

VOL, IV, ~ 



Z74t: 
• 

in· ~upp.ort of this, long ~ contested poiJ:~.t: ' Th~ 
l\Iinister ,had before specifically. declared, and 
.he now repeated t~e, dec1ai'ati~D,. that, no sort of 
government in . France would preclude negotia
tion, if that negQtiation ~ould afford a, p1"ospect 
'Of a secut;e and 'permanent peace. Si~ty' mem
,bers voted with Mr. Grey ; and on~ hundred and 
nilletyfor. the previous question. It is as, im-
"pqssibleno~ to ·admire the unwearied perseve:", 
f!lDce of the ,Opposition, in their . labours on 
tl.li~ ~ubject,as it is to deny, that the only
t~ndel:lcy of such repeated motions was t(} dis

,c.ourage the people of thi~ country, andJQ :give 
fresh spirits tQ the French .. A ,few·days after 
this, a similar, discussion took place: in, the 

,Bouse. of Peers,. on a ·motion of the Dukeof 
. Bedford, the same in import to that of Mr.Grey, 
but worded with more caution. . It was resisted 
QD. th!! :5ame grounds as· those on,.which the 
resistance to other motions· of the same llature 
had been, founded, and twelv~ Peers only, clivi.,. 
ded in favour, of it. ,'. ." 
,When .·l\Ir •. Pitt 'ope~ed· the 'budget •.. (on. 

t.he 22d of February) it appeared, . -that the; 
aggregate sum, . requisite. for :the servic~ of ,the. 
year, aJTlounted. tQ ~2.7 ,540,58"- 58; 3!d.;. to, 
l.Upply,wqic~ an .. issue ! of exchequer. -bills,: to 

, tlle amount of.threemilli~ns. nuda half" an/il. ~ 
J?a.n . of .eighte~ll millions,were ·r(!qQisite. -In. 



order to defray the interest of the'loan, Mr. 
Pitt proposed to raise, by an additional duty ·of 
twenty pounds per ton upon' wine,· half a 
million; by aD additional duty on spirits, of 
eight-pence on every gallon of fum; of ten .. 
pence on, the same quantity of brandy; and of 
one penny per gallon on British spirits; two 
hundred and fifty-nine thousand pounds; by a 
duty on' . different articles of customs, such as' 
raisins, orangei; lemons, &c;. one hundred and 
'eighty.seven thousand poundi; by. an additional 
duty on stamps,. &ixty.oeigh~ thousand pounds ;
by a restriction of the privilege of franking letters, 
forty thousand pounds ;-by' a guinea licencefu 
'\Vear hair-powder,; two hundred and ten thou;" 
Band pounds ;--by"an additional duty'of seven 
'and a half per cent. on tea, and an additional 
duty on coffee and ,cocoa, twohuridred and 
twenty thousand pounds ;~by a tax 'on the 
inllurance of . ships aWl cargoes, lind of'lives, 
one hundred and sixty thoUsand pounds; form
ing a total of one million six hundred and forty 
·thousand pounds. Mr. ritt gue a very Hattep.-' 
,-ing 'account of the prosperous state of the 
,revenue and commerce of the country,. and 
entered into· some details' to prove the truth 
-.r his statement:' An the resolutions which' he 
propose'd ' wer~ ,adopted . by the House; feW' 

Ti ' 



objections were tnade to t.he·different taxes pta .. 
posed; and the necessary bills for giving them a 
legal 'sanction were afterwards '. brought inl 

and passed through their .Various~ stages~ with 
little" opposition. :The bills. 'for manning th~ 
pavy als'o' J'eceived the sanction of the Legis~ 
btute. . . 

. The. Opposition,' highly. dissatisfied with. 
:tbe confidence which the· IIouseof Common$ 
:still reposed 'in the Minister, omitted no oppor~ 
tunity for endeavouring 'to convjnce them· of 
.theil,' error; . and, in <?l:der to open a vast. field for 
.animadversion. and cenSure; Mr. Fox, on .the 
.!Z4th .of March, Blade acomprehensive'motion 
.for the House to, resolve itsdf. into a cbnim,ittec 
for inquiring ,into the slate of, the nation. :.One 
a'cason,among ,many; which he assigned for 
,'ec.ommel1ding this' inquiry to the House .waSj t11, 
evident change which (from ~h~ conduct of Mr. 
"\Vilberforce and .his friends) he . <;hose to beljey~ 
llad taken place in the minds. of the p.ublic, 
respe~ting the war. Assuming this change as a 
fact, he plainly told, ~the .,.HOllS€', that if .they 
continued to repos~ a blind and implicit confi
dence in Ministers, and only shewed, theDlselve5 
desirous pf imp'osing burdens ,on the people, and 
ofsupportingmeasl;lres which would reIidernew 
bu,rdens necessary, UQt onlywitho'ijttil'iving lI~i(!i&-
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lerl ;ntD "e~ot;ation~· '~D e\"en compelling' them 
to account for the millions of money, and oceans 
of blood,wl1ich' th~y had squandered, but even 
resisting a motion toenquire into tpe use Which 
they had made of the confidence which 'they 
el\joyed, they inust gh-e a deCi<led advantage 
.-to all the 'persons in the; country who were 
desiroui of spreading the dissatisfa<:tion they 
'felt themselves, and would prove the truth o~ 
their assertion, that the House was, in reality, 
lost to all, the functions for which it wa~ 

'c;lesigned. He further insisted, that no mail, could 
maintain that the.constitution was good~ if the 
House refused to entertain the j~quiry'which h. 
proposed.-He asserted that the population of 
the country had not iIlCreased. and that it' was 
unable to repair the loss of blaodwhich we had 
alr~ady suffered by the wa;. Onr resources weri: 
represented as defective; and our 'burdens as 
sO heavy as to admit of 'little increase. Mr~ 
Fox took a comprehensive view of the war; its.' 
origin and progress; the conduct of OUr allies i 
and the disasters of the late campaign. He then. 
.adverted to the affairs of Ireland; to the 
catholics' of which country; he admitted, he 
formerly saw great difficulty in giving all w hi~b 
they had a riglll to claim as subjects of the same 

. . ~ .. 
, "'&j 

. . . . . 
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constitution, namely, equality of civil' rights 
with every other' subject." , He ascribed the 
present vitiate4 state of Ireland (as he did every 
other evil) .solely to Ministers;, praised, the 

I conduct of the Lord Lieutenant in promising 
Catholic Emancipation'; and denied that any dili 
ference existed between the Catholics and Pro. 
testants,.who, on the contrary, he asserted, were 
united in resisting the abuses and corruptions of 
government. He avowed the ultimate object of 
his motion to be the removal of Ministers from 
their places" and his only reason for not directly 
proposing s~ch a measure was, that he thought 
iJlquiry should precede dismission. ' 

The s~atement which had been so confidently 
made by Mr. Fox, in Tegard to Ireland, and 
urged as a ground for instituting the pro.posed 
Inquiry, \Vp.8, in Mr., Pitt's 'opinion, upon 
every ,principle of policy" the strongest 
teason to induce the llouse' to resist it. ,He 
expressed gr~at reliIctance iIi urging anything 
upon that subject.. Independent of the <lelicacy 
attending the discuss~on iIi. the, English House of 
Commolls, of points so intimately conneCted with 
the internal state of Ireland, and, consequently, 
,m<?re properly cognit;able by the' Parliament Qf 

.. Mr. Fox knew perfectly well that. th~ Irish Papists did 
possess the iamo clvU rights with their Protestant ftillow-sub
jects; and that their exclusion from certain offices was an a~t of 
their own. and not an act of the government. 
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that kingdom, ,which, had an independent 
legislature of it~ own, it was obvious that' the 
greatest caution ,must be observed in making 
declarations oa 8ucb,pojnts as those which had 
been dwelt on ~y .,Mr. Fox. it was not denied 
tllat. there "as much reason, to regret some 
occ\trrences which. llad lately' happened in 
Ireland; ,~ut it was 'boldly, positively~ anq 
',mequivocally, asserted, by Mr.,Pitt, that it 
'those affairs sl1oul«\ be, fully investigated, it 
would appear ,to the House, and to tbe Kingdom, 
that none of the embarrassments, which might 
bappen in ~hat country could, in any degrec

f 
be attributed to his Majesty's servants in this. 
Thus much justice to. himself and, to his 
colleagues extorted from 11r. Pitt, who declined 
to add more than one observation upon ,thi. 
subject-that· if jt were, true that the sister 
kingdom' was in a state of irritation, fermeq t, 
and uneasiness, it certainly was t1~estrongest 
possible reason for Dot chusing such a moment 
for instituting the proposed inquiry. ' 

The obsen7ations which had. been made on' 
theRoma~ Catholics of Ireland were truly 
regarded as telling them, that the bare circum
stance of calling those claims in questioll,that 
the delay interposed in granting them to their 
utmost extent, thatthe hesitation to level aU those 
distinctions which 4lad 80 long been established.' 
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~nd the p<?licy ~f not being to? precip.itate i. 
lavishing upon them new privileg~s ill additiQ~ 
to those "'hicl} they had so lately acquired, were 
to them .matter~. of SCl'i()u~ a~d 'in~olerablc: 
grieval1c~'J Wh~it \yas.i t .but,. t9 cou~~ellance 
.discontent.under preteJf.t 9f lamt;,nt\ng jt,.anp to 
produce danger: by ,the ve.ry .Ipeans ,which were. 
recommende<i as. useful for ,pr~~au~iQn ~ What 
was it ;but .. pr~clai~i.ng ,to: ,our en~mies the 
.e,inbarrassmen~ and qiff!c;ulties und~r",ll~ch we 
laboured at horne ; Ii sor~, ~f ~~l1duct but ill 
calculated, to dimilli~h. ~~eirhop~s q£ success,. Of 

to i~fuse .into tI~em new d\~p~sitions to peace, ' 
1: f the' House, from. the progrfs~: 0.£ ,the fre.ncb:: 
arms. ill Brah~l1t and l~olla~d. an,d fraIl), the 
"iews whic4 they discovered of. e~largipg theif 
terri tories, in pl:oportion t9 the. e~t~n~ Qf their 
COAque~tSt bad been on~y ~l.o1:e deeply ,impressed 
with the necessity fJf. vigorpus exerti9n" and . 
Ulanly p~rsevera11ce, .in t~ecop~es~J W9u1d tlley 

,be likely roadopt a motion ,\'~i~l~ il\ the result. 
could only ~e product,i\'e: .of .bulDilia~ionalld 
disappoi~l~ment? WOl.llv .theyproc1aim to the 
ene!Uy.a dai!ger with resp~c~ to thems~lves, 
which, jf not proclaimed, might, in fact, have 
no existence? ~onsidered in thi~ point of 
view, there CQuid be 110 (,:onduct less, consistent. 
wit~ sound policy, with the'l'rue interests of ~he' 
eUlpireJ or less. cQnduciY~ t~ the, termjn<}tiQU of , 
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,that O'reat stru noO'le in which the country was o 00 • 

eng<\ged, than that propose~ by the present 
motIOn. ~Ir. Pitt filllowed ~lr. Fox, in a 
cursory ,manner, through the differentdiv,isions 
Df his argument, and exposed the fallacy of his 
statements respel,ting the revenue and the popu
lation of the country.-On the subject of the 
war, he declined eutering into :iny IC'ngthentd 
detail, as all the suhjects connected with it had 
been so freljuently t1isc.ussed before. .lIe moved 
the ql\esti~h of adjournment .. 

The a~'guments of 1\1r. Fox 'werc~ repeated 
'by Mr. Sheridan with some additional comment~ 
on the alleged criminality of Minister's, and the 
necessity of removing them to make way for 
men of more abilities and integrity; , While, 011 

the other hand, many of tbese argunienta were 
very ably confuted by Mr. Canhing. On'l.Ir: 
Fox's declaration, on the peculi~r defect in the' 
constitution of Great, Britain" wbich wa.sthe 
only country, according to him, in which it 
wouW be possible for a :\linister'to remain in. 
office after ,5uch repeated failures and disasters, 
'Mr. Cati~ing observed1 thatthi' defect; if so· it 
must, be . called, . grew out of the peculiat· -

freedom of the British Constitution, and 'out 
of the share which the people took in the 
public affairs, and the political' conduct of 
the goyernment. In arbitrary go\:ernment~ 



where no. intercourse subsisted. betwee~: the 
Executive Power and· the people-,. where, the 
latter had no insight into the proceedings of. the 
state, but were left to judge~ merely ftom. the 
event, how far they might, hav~ be.en wisely 
designed, or honestly conducted, it was not sur· 
prizing that they should· consider every failure 
as ' a, Clime, aIld demand a victim· for: ~very 
disaster. But, in free and, enlightened st!l.tes~ 

where the people went, as it. were, hand, in 
hand with tlleir representatives, and their repre-
sentatives with the, Ministers, through every 
stage. of a proceeding, they certainly did, no; 
waif for the event before they stamped ,it with 
their approbation;-aIld, certainly; did not insi~t 
upon punishing those who ,had the conduct of 
an expedition, while they could assign, reasons 
to themselves in exculpation ofa failure.. . The 
question of adjournment was carried,· by, two 
bundred and nineteen vOtes against sixty~three.) 

The great questions of the object of the 
war, and of the expediency of prem~ture nego. 
tiations for peace, had been so repeatc<lly dis .. 
cussed, under every form,. andihe' opinion; of 
Parliament 'Upon them 11ad been so frequently. 
and 6Q decidedly expressed, that it was difficult, 
to conceive how any possible good (;ou1d result 
from a repetition of such discussions. Mr. Wil-, 
berforce, ,howevert thought otherwise, aijd,' at· 
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tlle latter end CJf May, (27th) called .upon. the 
lIouse of Commons to record their· . opinion, 
that the present circumstances of France ought 
not to pl~ude the govemmentof this country; 
from entertaining proposals for a general paci .. 
fication i-and that it was. for the· interest of 
Great Britain'ld make peace with France, 
provided it could be effected onfair terms, and 
in an honourable manner. ' 

It was no di~redit to the talents. of ML 
Wilberforce if he offered nothing new on !tbe 
subject of·, hismotion,~becau~e every' thing 
that could be said in support of it had .already 
been pre~sed with all the weight which superior. 
·talents could give it.. No small part of his. 
speech, indeed, was devoted to general reflections 
'on the impolicy and cruelty_ of war, and. on the 
'preference to be given to peace,-abstract points 
about which no d~fference<lf opinion. could 
possibly'llrise among Christians. He was 
"answered by-Mr. Windham, 'who, before he. 
entered upon the argument, stated tlle necessity 
of knowing 'With whom. he was afguing, and 
1'fT(JJ; whether it;,vas with any,of those who,at 
the COmrtlellcement of tIle War, wefe convinced 
of its necessity. :a.n<I voted for it· as the only 
'means 'of, preserving the dignity of the English 
character, the: .. teligion; .Iaws, and liberties, of 
'the nation,--the 'safety; bonour. and secw'itv. 
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t>t the Empire; and 'the :comnierce;mora.I5'~ 
and happiness of the . people; or, whether 
he wa,s arguing- with one of those', who 
approved the principles and doctrines of the 
French Revolutionists, who did ,not wish , to 
overthrow the dangerous s~'stem of tllose extra
vagant enthusiasts;' but, however strange it 
!!light appear, though nothing scarcelycouId 
be imagined strange in those days of fantastic 
philOsophy, and' pretended reformation; who 
had .believed, and who dill be1ie\-ed, that the 
'establishment of the French Republic was de
sirable. to mankind. To the lattet description 
of persons, however. lIr. Wiildham forbor.e to 
rlirect any of his arguments, because he con
«:eived them to be too mudl intoxicated with· 
intemperance, and so completely blinded by 
their zeal, as to be so regard less of reason and 
fact,. tbat any attempt to. convince, or to con ... 
\'ert, them would pl'ove equally fruitless and 
absurd. He, therefore, confined his address 
lolely to those, who, .like Mr. Wilberforce, had 
·originally.approved the war. He then entered 
into a train of argument, replete with judicious 
and pointed obsenrations, and marked .alike by 
acuteness and~strength. He shewed that the 
persons whom he' addressed had not con~idered 
the state of things which would j f9110w the 
,conclusion of, peace with france, at· such a 
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juncture; - they had taken every' tlling fbI 

granted which suite'd their wishes) and had 
indulged themselves inloose'and vague specula .. 
tions, instead of d~'awing . solid inferences from 
existing facts. Mr. Wilberforce had argued as 
if he. thought·, that a treaty of peace would 
operate, as. _by magic. and produce,. in a 
moment," all, the accustomed. blessings which 
usually flow from a' state of tranquillity. In 
the wild flights· of his imagination, he did no' 
.stop to enquire whetl~r accumulated danger!l. 
might not. 1 arise' .from 'oW' .insecurity i ·n01' to 
consider whether the lure, of peace mightno't 
be held out by the enemy for the sole purpose 
of taking advantage .of our weakness and'cre
dulity, to commit; !unpunished,; :their premedi
tated acts of crueltyand'reyenge. ., 
. " In the:mind 'Of!!r. Windham, 'the motioJl 
now made was neither safe' nQr honourable.
He accused Mr. Wilbertorce ·of. being tOG much 
addicted to. speculations,· and of I setting lip fot 
a kind of constitution-monger;-He,had lately 
expressed a~wish ,to give to France the constitu .. 
tion of America.,. Mr. Windham~ most suc~ 
cessfully,xidiculed and exposec1lhe monstrous 
folly of seeking. tQ transplarrt constilutionilike 
trees1 ':wi thout any regard t,o local circumstanc~s; . 
or. to any of, the. causes ,which favour theii 
growth, and lea.d them.to produce good fl"uits4 '. 



as' it' constitutions could, be transported from 
one country to another, like ready~made move .... 
able habitations, . and not, . as they really are, 
natura.l to, and iIisepal'able from, the conntFies fot 
which they' are speci.fically formed, and growing 
out of the affections;. sentiments, and dispa.· 
siti\)tls, of the people ... · . He then;' expatiated 
largely on the present ,relative state. of the 
belligerent powers, and contended, that 'there 
was: nothing in the view 'of it \vhich could 
justify the belief either that peace could be 
obtained if iought· for, or .that,. if obtained,. 
it would bring security along 'with iL' He 
remarked, that the person whO brought for~ 
ward the mo~ion was the friend of the Minister, 

··upon whom he had, in ;the course of that 
evening, pronounced many eulogiums.. He had 
expTessed a· firm .reliance . on his talents, . his 
integrity, and judgment ;-he had praised his 

- general capacity, and he esteemed him as the 
most proper person for conducting the govern
ment 'Of the country. Yet, notwithstanding 
all these admissions,. he was not fit to conduct 
the business of the' state, and, therefore, Mr. 
'Vilberforce proposed to conduct it for him. 
He would not- offer to'· displace' his f.riend, but· 
he would undertake to devise measures for him; 
and to assume 'the office of his dictator! In all 
public' affaits men were' bound to' fo11Pwthei.r 



duty in preference to their friendships ;'an4. 
Mr. Windham observed, that,' for his own part, 
he bad sacrificed friendships that were dear·to 
him, 'to his publio duty, and he 'did ,so because 
he, loved to follow right. though it was some
times 'difficult to .find where ,it lay. 4\11'. Wil
herforce had done 60 to«:lt,:though the mode in 
which. he. had done it was such· as not to be 
entitled to approhation, since, in affairs of the 
first importance,' he had, ,followed' his own 
opinions. A Christian ,conscience was under
stood to be connected with humility,but Mr." 
Wilberforce had 'acted in opposition to those of 
whose integrity and ability he, entertainel no 
dOllbt, . and ,with, whom he was 'still bound in 
the close ties of friendship. , 'Hewas playing a. 
deep game;.for if he were not the-;preserver. 
he was the undoer, 'of hi~ country; and ifhe 
did ,not obtain the posthumous fame,which he 
so virtuously desired, lle' would be transmitted 
to posterity with eternal'-exec~ation.· Mr. 
Wilberforce 'was admonished. to consider how 
far he conformed himself to the sentiments' of 
those whose thoughts and actions he had been 
accustomed to, 'oppose, or how far ,he adopted 
new ',opinions: of, his own.; There were, two 
things'to confirm, a man', judgment-the con-

". ; •••• ; -'., " J 
t 
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Cl)I'tente. or 'his: friends) and' the dissent of .bi~) 
Cliemies. But Mr.Wilberforcehacl been play.,. 
ing a most unequal giulle; for he had, not onlY: 
the dissent of hi~' fi·iends,. but the approbation 
of his ~pponcn.ts. 'He ought aI~o to have can
sidered,-thn.t, in e\'ei-y e~c1usiye public concern~ 
but more particularly iIi a war,a~d still more 
in such a war as was then waging,' the execu~' 
th'e government were possessed of akno\rledge 
which could not possibly be possessed by otl~ers;' 
and, . therefore, he could, riot have such good 
grounds for his opinion as the l\Iinisters had for 
their own.-l\fr. lVindham moved the "arder of 
the day. . 

. Oli t.he other h:md;l\fr:Wilberforce received, 
the thanks of Mr. 'Pox, who thought the: 
oftener t}:1e' , subject ofconciliati6n and peace
was' prcssed . upon' the, public mi.nd the bet~' 

tel'. 1\11'. l>itt, howe\'er, \vhile hegaTehi~ 
dedit . for the. goodness of his. motives,. .. 
expressed his conccrn' at'his concluct. ,He con·
tended. that a raJical en:or p'ervaded 11is whole 
argument, w].icIl was' foulllled ona deception ;: 
for it \VCllt directly to'the consitleration of this. 
simple questiol1~is a peace, ori fair 3.11(1 honour- . 
able terms, pn-fe'rableto a continuance of the. 
war ?-a questiOli· 0_11. . w hicb, as had been' re
peatedly statt'd, no uciJate could arise, because, 
110 pussiLlc difference.. of opinion c0I11di-",biis~ 



But. the real question to .be conside~ed waSt 
whethef a peace, on fair Jlnd honourabJe .terms, 
which is the end of all. war, was more likely to 
be attained by negotiatiqnt . at ~he. present 
moment, than by a continuance of the war?--:
Were they more likely to .arrh·e at a better ,and 
more secure peace, with a reasonable prospect 
of permanency I by a'. conti~uance of the "'3;r, 
with energy w.d \'igour, till a more favourable 
opening should preseot itself,. than by tte im
mediate adoption of'some step for encouraging 
or iO\'iting a negotiation? That was the ques
tion which put an end, ~lone, to all t~e 

declamations on the advaptages of peace, 
which nobody "'ould <leny in this country; 
where the rapid efftcts of peace ha4 ,healed 
wounds, infinitely greater than any which had 
been experienced since the commencement of 
the existing war; in rt>})airing losses, more 
affecting the prosperity of the .cou~try than an'y -
recently sustained; '- effects which,: ill, the 
inten'al of a few years, had made us almost 
forget the calamitics of war . 

. It was not the least extraordinary part of 
Mr. WilbeTfnrce'~ conduct, ;that he disclailp~d 
all wish of inducing the Ministers to make any 
advance, to take the 6rst. step towards a nego
tiation; he only professed .;t ·desire that they. 
should be ready 10 recCI'l,'e o\'~rtures ~f peace. 
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nut it was weU observed by MI;. Pitt, that th~ 
.doption of. his I motion would be t9 take the 
first ~tePI aml to take it in the most exceptionable 
manner. That it. was not an o:verture:. on our 
"}>aft, to express. our, wish to treat, where no 
intimation, whatever of the ' existence' of a , . 

~imilar disposition in the government of France, 
was what no Ulan, ,in his senses, wO~lld main- ' 
tain. Where the, overture came, from the 
Legislature of'a country,it :was attended with 
a degree of publicity which Mr. Wilberfo'rce 
.had .admitted to be· one of the ine~its of our • 
constitution; But that could not be the most 
convenient mode of making overtures which 
made known the whole terms 9f peace to the 
enemy, and left no wilt to Ministers to take 
advantage ,of' any favourable circumstances 
which might occur. The Legislature,. ,aw~re of 

, the disadvantages of such a'proceeding, did not 
usually interfere in transactions; ~the knowledge 
of the real state of which was, of necessity, 
~onfined to a few; and therefore it was tha~ the 
constituti~n had wisely vested 'all negoti~tio~s 
for peace in the executive government.·, Why 
had this country, which was so. jealous ofi~s
rights and liberties, entrusted sucl~ prerogativ~s 
to the Crown ?--Why was the pO\ye,r of ~1aking 
peace and war, -and other prerogat,ives,.w:hi~h 

. formed the excellence and thehappine~~ 9f ~~e 
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British Constituti~D, eatrusted to' the King r.
Because it had been fouud, that, the powe.rof 
Parliament was sufficient to preTent the e~ten • 
• ion of the Royal Prerogative beyond its proper 
limit!!. It was, then; for the House to con,. 
sider. whether they would .tep forward and 
assunle that power of the Crowuat a crisis of 
peculiar delicacy? ' , 

It wag one of not the least, strange 
opinions of Mr. Fox, 'that the .French Conven
tion, .frotn the publicity of its proceedings, 

. bore a nearer resemblance to the British Cunsti
tution than the constitution or any othet 

Icountty. Mr. Pitt expressed a hope that it was 
not meant to carry the compadson any farther7 

as if the interests of this country were to be 
only discussed in one popular assembly;-he 
l)op~d .Mr. Folt was Dot so much in love with 
France. He thought the idea had heen taken 
up hastily. He was not certa~n that it was 
worth wIli/eto examine"wbether; a . despotic 
government. or an anarchial republic, like 
that of France, most pearly resembled, the 

,Constituti,on of Oreat Britain, 'which. was 
. remov.ed, a~ an ~qual distance, from both ex
'tremes. 

'A comparative view o(tbe expenses and 
resources of England' 'and ·France ,closed Mr • 
. :Pitt's observati~l1s ' on the' subject.-ny·· this 

11 ~. 



it ~ppe~red, that, while Great Bri"tain expended~' 
.in the prosecution of the war, ,not more- than 
twenty-five millions' per year, the expense of 
France amounted to ninety~seven millions per 
tnonth, or three' hundred and twenty-four mil-

,lions l,ler year. ' The, inference was,' that, by 
'the prosecution of the war, we should exhaust 
her means, and obt~~n for ourselves a fair pros.:-

. peet ofconcluaing, at no distant period, a safe 
, ' 

, and honourable peace. The Ol'der of . the day 
was carried, and Mr; Wilberforce's motion 
rejected, by two hundred a~done votes ,to 
eighty six. A similar motion was made in the 
House of Peers, by. Lord Lauderdale" on, the 
5th of Juner where it was negatived by fifty
three votes against eight. 
" The attention of Parliament was occupied, 
for some time, 'in discussion!$ respecting ,the 
propriety and exp~diency of raising a'loan . of 
f6ur' millions to the Empel"Or, to ellable him 
to act with, vigour against the enemy. The 
Opposition attacked the, good, faith' of his 
Imperial. Majesty, as they did the character 
or' every Ally we· had; while Mr. Pitt con
"tended, that, under theeircumstances on which 
Europe was actually placed, it was politic, and 
wise, to embrace every offer of assista~ce agailist 
the common, en~my. This. opinion ultimately 



prevailed, and the loan .received the sanction 
of the Legislature. 

In the Speech from the Throne, at the 
opening of the Sessions, a proper provision for 
the Prince of Wales, on his marriage, was 
recommended as an object deserving the atten.
tion of Parliament .. It became, therefore, the 
duty of Mr. Pitt, as Mini.ster, to,propose such 
a provision; a duty which. had' the proposal 
been' confined to this object, he would have no 
difficulty to discharge.-But, unfortunately"it 
happened, that, since the' payment of the 
Prince's debts' . by Parliament,in 1787, his 
Royal ,Highness' had incurred debts to' a' very' 
considerable amount, not less ,than ,£600,000,; 
'and -it was deemed necessary to provide some 
means for their liquidation. -' The difficulty arose 
from the; implied engagement .entered into, on 
the part of' the Prince, on the fortner ~CCasiOll, 
to -incur no moredel:!ts, and,consequently, to 
make no' further application to Patliamenton 
such a subject. The words, in the Royal Mes
sage of 1787, containing this engagement, were 
these: -" His Majesty could. not, 11owever,' 

," expect, or desire, the assistance of this House,. 
U but on a well- grounded e..lpectation that the 
4C Prince will avoid contracting any debts ,in 
" future."-" And -his Majesty h~s the satis
c, faction to inform the House, 'that the Pr;n~ 



" if' 'Yales .hal givenhfs Majesty' the fullest 
" assurance' of !tudetermination to co;!lhie Itis 
•• future expenses within his income, and has also 
"settled a plan tor arrangittg those expenses in 
in the' several' department!f, and for' fixing an 
." orderfoi payment-hn&'r slichregulatiOns as 
... 'his Majesty trusts will effectually secuteithe 
.A4·due execution of thePrincets;intetltions." 
That this: amounted to ja~ engagdnentof the 
nature contended for, will not admit of adoubt; 
and, indeed, as' suelrit was recl!i\ied,' at the 
tiIiie, not only by ParIiamen t, bu ~by' the 
country 'at large. The' only Dleans of evading 
'the natural conclusion' to be drawn from this 
ocircumstancewas, by shewing: thii· th~ King 
'contracted this engagement without the c:orl
. sent, or know ledg~, 'of .' the'· Prince . .::- But 
'such an evasion seemed impossible to evety 
man in the kingdom. . There ~as -one man, 
however; bold enough to. make the attempt. 
In one of" the 'many debates", hichoccurred, 
on this. business, in the course of. the present 
summer, Mr. Sheridan observed,. that Alderman 
N ewnham had considered that promise (of 1787) 
as not binding, becauseno.t formally delivered 
by the Prince himself; ~ this. he could not 
accede to; for if he cotlld be more bound than 
by a direct promise, it' would be by thecircuni
stances which attt'nded thepr~mise, su~h as' it 



was.; Had, th~ ; 1;lrjnceacted ~qd~r , ,a' 'llo~ion. 
that he gave :po djr(!,ct, .promise. ,and receive<\ 
the money ,under: any ,idea: that h~, Could quib~le 
away ~he promis«; which he,did make, he would 
act in a shameless and profligate manner; he 
would then appear to have entered intoan in
complete epgagemeQt with a view to futurq 
prevarication.· Mr. Sheridan ,then declared, 
that be would state the fac,t to the House, such 
all it really was" and )eave them to: draw the4-
<>wn inference. When it was~rst suggested, that' 
4' promise was ,to be made, he, M~! Sheridan, had 
advised the Prince not to bind himself by any 
lIuch obligation, ,witho~t a lUore full knowledge 
of the 6ta~ of his circumstances altogether) 
an4 without the assistance of a 1DCUl of busipess 
who could regulate pis future (!x.penditure • .,...... 
A~ order of payment, and arrangeme'?t, hl!-c! 

• WoodfaU'.' Psrliamentary Reports for ,1795. Debate 
, of Jun8 the 5th. P.~. ' 

In the coUr1ul,( Ilia S~h, Mr. Sheljdan stated. that he 
ha<1 formerly beenllonoured with the confidence of the Prince; 
but that he w~lperfectly di8interest~J as the Pri7lce knew thai 
Ae would not tli.rectly, 'fI.Orindirectly, acctpt any fafJour what. 
·,oWeP'. Ju, wisdom. .however. ,is derived from experience,

, Mr. Sheridan accepted from>the Prip~. 'at a sublequent period, 

the Office of Treasurer ,~:'the Duchy?f «omwall, which is 
understood to produce two thousand pounds a year; and which 
he continues to hold IIUlte present moment. . , 



been -drawn" up,: and sent to' hislMajesty, ·and, 
the Prince Was then informed, from the' proper 
quitter; that· stich atrangenlent· would be sut:" 
ficicnt; a~d the Prince's hiends strongly,advised 
him; to austaiil from any promise. How then 
was he astonished to find,in the: Message from 
the Throne, that his l\f,~esty had received the 
strongest' assurarices that no futul'e debt would 
be incurred?-And when he mentioned tlle cir
cumsta9ce to the Prince, he 'seemed surpri!!ed, and· 
,vanted him to go down to the House the next 
day, arid retract tke obligatioll~ which he refused 
to 110: • ,Without inquiry into themoti-cea which 
induced the advice here acknowledged to have 
been given to the Prince,· it is perfectly clear 
that his Royal Highness would have acted more 
consistently in fallowing it,' than in' retlucing 

. himself to tl.le necessity of making any other· 
application to Parliament~ It was thus plainly 
asserted, that 'the Prince neither knew of the 
promise contained in the Message of 1187,. nor. 
acquiesced in' tt;-whence. it would follow, of 
course, that the Minister had put a falsehood 
iuto the. mouth of his Sovereign, To repel so 
foul an imputation, Mr'. Secretary .. Dundas in-. 
formed the HOllse, that his i.l/ojesty·s lJIessage 
ljf 1787 ,"'as rcad}o the Prillce if IVales hifol'e 

It WoodfaU's Reports .••• June·the 5th, 1795: P • ..,00. 
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;/ Wtu presented to' Parliament. It was perfectly! 
i~teUigiblc, and hi.sRoyal Highness .had' eer" 
tainlY,4 competent knowledge of ¢e English. 
language to enable him to understand its im-. 
POI't.· lIence the fact was indisputably esta
bli8hc~l, . that: the prom'ise wu made with· the 
know ledge a.nd COnsen t; of the PI·ince.· 

Under ,these CirCuUlstances, the Minister· 
was reduced to considerable difficulty; he could 
not, consistently' with his character,lI!ake Ii' 
second application 'to Parliament, for the pay-· 
nlent of the Prince's' debts; and yet' to Par
liament he must apply for' a suitable provis-ion, 
for his Royal Highness,. on his marriage.:....r 
After much' consultation Qn the subject; it was 
agreed' that such ·a provision should be pro,. 
posed; bot that a' given portion of ,it should be 
Appropriated to the payment of debts,. Accord. 
iDgly, on the 27th 'of April, 'a Royal Message 
was sent to the House, in which his Majesty 
expressed ihedeepesi.regret, in being under the 
necessity of communicating to the House,: that 
the benefit of any settlement, then to be niade, 
could not be effectually secured to' the 'Prince; 
without providing 'him with the means of free:- \ 
jng him from iu<:umbrances, ·to a large amount; 
to which he was actually liable. His Majesty, 

'. Idem.' Ibid. P.504. 



however, "disclaimed ,all idea of, proposing to 
Parliament to make any provision for, tha1; 
.object, otherwise than by, the application, of 
part of the income which might be settled on 
the Prince; and he earnestly recommeRde<lthe 
House to consider of the propriety of thus 
providing for the gradual discharge of those; 
incumbrances, by appropriating and receiving, 
for a given term, the revenues arising from tho 
Duchy of Cornwall, together with a proportion 
of the Prince's other annual in(.'Ome ;--and the 
King tleclaredhis readiness to conc~r in any 
provisiona, which the \visdom of Parliament 
might suggest, for the purpose of establishing 
a regular and punctual ,order of payment, in 
the Prince's expenditure, and ,of guarding 
against the possibility of the Prir.ce: being 

, again involved in 60 painful and eUlbarrassing , 
a situatiop. , , 

This. application gave rise. to many debates, 
chiefly occasioned, by the Prince's debts.
,The income proposed by Mr. Fitt to be allowe4 
to the Prince was £125,000; an income,whi~h, 
whether considered comparatively 'with the 
incomes of former' Heirs Apparent, Qf positively· 
with regard to the actual price Qf every artic:le 
of comfort, and of luxury, was certainly' not 
more than adequate to the support of ,that 

_ splendour and magnificence, -which it became 



the Prince to display, This sum, after much 
discussion, was ·granted;.-. somemembtrs, 
however, granting it with a direct view to the 
t'Xisting ;ncumbrancei; and othel's without.any 
such view. Indeed, no member. could, icon
sistently with his duty, after the recent Mes .. 
.age from the Throne, and the transaction . of 
1787, take the debu into his. contemplation ia 
llettling the amount 'of the Prince's pro,ris·on. 
It ought to have bef!n estimated~ exclusively, 
on the cODsideration of the rank whicl1 h~. had 
to support, and the unavoidable expense ·of 
~upportiDg it. ,When. this point was settled~ 

it was proposed to appropdate .£65,000,. ia 
addition to £B 13,000, the. estimated. produce 
of the Duchy of Cornwal~ to the. gradual 
liquidation of the debts...- On this proposal, 
much wa~discussion, and great difference of 
opinion, even between men whQ usually acted 
and 'Voted together, took place. Mr. Grey, 
and seVeral others, considered this as It call 
\Ipon Parliatnent .tG- guarantee, tQ a certain 
ntent, the payment of the Prince's debu, 
which, after what had paS$ea ~n. 178f, the 
House could not, with any regard to propriety -
or justice, consent to' do .. 'Mr. 'Pitt contended~ 
,that the 8um gnmtecl was 'uo .Jilore than was 
nece8sary to snpport the Prjnce' it. becoming 
&plendour. without" any reference to hiS debts; 



a~,' the, same_ tim~ he, deplored the, unfortunate • 
~lilem,ma; to whidl the House :was reduced; 
of either leaving the Prince in a state of embar
ras~ment, or of adopting the proposed expedient 
for his relief. 1\1r. Sheridan chose to consider 
the provision as granted with express reference 
to the debts, ,and declared that the public would 
never, believe otherwise.-He thought that the 
House ought deeply to consider, whether, in 3. 

'war unexampled fot' calamity and defeat, 'when 
the people were pressed almost to the ground 
by the heavy accumulation of taxes, they 
should' be further burthened by the prodiga
lity of a' Prince ;-whether the HOllse, in a 
spirit of equal profusion,. should open 'the' 
public, purse to gratify the cravings and wild 
waste lor thoughtless- ,extravagance.· ' But 
while .Mr.Sheridan cOlltended that 'the House 
pught not to pay the Prince's debts, ,he insisted 
,that the King ought to' pay a portion of them, 
and was of opinion, that the Duchy of Corn
wall should be sold to defray the rtmainder j
although the Prince had only a life-estate 011· 

the, Duc~y ; t and, of c,oursej had no more ri~ht ' 

* Idem. P. 495,. 

t Mr. Sherid~ proposed that both the King and Queen 
should contribute rt to gratify the cravings..and wild WRite' of 
thoughtless extravagance;," and,iriord,er to supply any deficiency 

, , 
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to sell it than any indi,'idual had' to sell an 
entailed estate. Mr. Fox concurred with !\Ir. 
Pitt, in the propriety of adopting the expedient 
proposed for the liquidation of "the debts ;; but, 
at the same time, he agreed with Mr. Sheridan, 
that the Kingshould be called upon topay.a 
part of them. 

During the discussion the idea was'started, 
that the Prince had a right to the proceeds of 
the Duchy of Cornwall' during· his illinority; 
and this right was boldly asserted and defended 
by several members. But the Attorney-General 
distinctly stated, that, from the time of Edward 

; the Third to the present moment, the King 
had ah\'ays disposed of the prmJuce (lfthe 
Duchy, before. the Prince came of age, in such 
manner as to him seemed proper,~and hi.s 
right so to do had never been contested . 

. that migbt exist after Inch eclnuibution, he suggested thee 
suitable idea of taxing persons holding sinecure offices 'j-that 
is, to diminiih the incomes of individuals, who had deserved 
well of their. country, in order to supply", the prodigality of 
a Prince." He would put instances in support of his propo
sition-" the place of Teller of the Exchequer," tbeld by the 
Marquis of Buckingham) " which produces between 18 and 
20,000/.8 year; and is thus, indeed, peculiarly circumstanced; and, - . 
unhappily forthis country, that it· is the more productive as the 
people increase; that he is rich in proportion as the people are 
Poor."-WoodfaU'. Reports for 1790$.· JuneS, p~li02. ' 
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The dehates on. the question were renewed 
in every, stage of the proceeding ;~and the 
freedom with whid~ the CGnduct of the Princ,e 
of Wales, which came fairly and necessarily 
under the ,consideration of the H~use, wa:. 
considered by some (If his professed and most 
officious friends, . as a sufficient justification'for 
treating the King with marked disrespect., Mr~ 

Fex, ,in a strange perversion, of terms, and a 
confusion of intellect which would, disgrace a 
school-boy, called his SOY J.:REIGN U Theseroant 
if the people."'* ThiS' was a ~ervile, imitation of 
the French Regicides;. and a direct encourage
ment to all th~ theoretical reveries of the dis
affected in England. Mr. Fox had also advanced 
another opinion of similar tendency:"-'that tIle 
~ivil list should be, granted annually by Parlia
ment; thus'rendering the Monarch a dependent 
stipendiary of the House of Commons.·, Mr., 
Dundas ably combated the preposterous doc .. 
trine of reducing the King to institute a 
canvas every year for his incOme.' It was asto
nishing to look back bllt a. few, years, and 
observe what alterations' had taken place>
Formerly, the Kings of England possessed a. 
great landed l'evenue,which was, not only 
Illfficic:nt to'support thelU in all. the dignity of, . 

Woodfall"s Re~s, lune 5t11,17'9'. P.4S8. 
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their station, but was also sufficient to enable 
them to do many things which modern policy 
had deemed prudent to plac~ under the check of 
the House of Commons. Mr. Dundas truly 
remarked, that such new doctrines were co~ 
stantly coming forth, and all tending' toward, 
one point; and their frequent appea~ce. ga'"e 
reasonable ground of alarm.-· He -asked, with 
grea.t reason, "hy the King. should be ·.called 
upon to discharge any ofthOie incumbrances 
which were 'entrusted,. without any power on his' 
part to prevent it. Every shilling ~hich had 
been voted for an establishment to ,the Prince, 
walunder his own exclu6ive management aDd 
direction. . 

The debates, on this qutstio~ cannot be 
read without a feeling nfregret, that the mem
bers had not sufficient courage to speak their 
minds freely, and without reserve~ . Fe.w, indeed, 
considered the question in "a proper point of 
\·iew.- While it was clear that the income 
voted was hot more than sufficient to support 
a proper eStablishment for the .Heir Apparent, it 
wa& equally dear that, wjth" the incumbrances 
wbich he had contracted, he could not possibly 
support it. Lord Thurlow, Mr. Sheridan, and 
others, it appeared, "had advised the Prince to 
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'for~go the, !;plendour and magqificence, beGom ing 
'~lis rank arid station, and, to lead a life of retire .. 

'~ , .. \ ..... .,. 
'ment and seClusion from the, w~rld. But the 

" . ,," ., ".I 

"persons~ho,gave thi~ advic;e seem never ~q havp 
'considered; that t~e, means of supporting. th'lt 
.splendour wer~ not gi\'en for. th/.! ,p':lrpos~~f 
gratifyi?B" the personal feeling~ i, of. the; : Princv 
but for maintaining the ,character a~d ~ignity ,of 
,the nation.·- ,The: advice, .~he,}'fforc:,. wt;~t 
directly to defeat. the very object for., whic11 t,h,e 

,provision was granted.', There was, indeett 
only a choice of diffic'ultie~; but. 'Yith?ut e,ntel-

. ing into a consideration. of .the,. Pfeft;re,n,·ce .. ~f 
one difficulty o\'er another, it may be safely 
asserted, that the only consistent .mode Qf 
acting for the House, was. ,to leave .the, annu~ 
produ~e of, the Duchy' of \ Cornwall ,to .. b~ 
assigned towards the payment of the debt~: ana 
so to tie up the £125,000, agr~ed t~ be l1ece.~
sary for the .Prince's establishment)' thatil~ 
'portion of it could be,appl~op.ri'ated tq any Otil~~' 
·pu.rpo~e, By this means, the Hou~~ w~')'ul;! 11av~ 
"liscbarged their duty, :~y .. ·providing foi,th~ 
.support of that splendo,Ulj' w.hich the ,lUti~ilal 
, " . " .. t '" 
character I'equired,--.:.the· only, pl'9pU ohject of 
consideration to' them,-with~ut .taking- '3:ny 
cognizance of .the ·debts which, after what had 
passed in 17'S7, they were bound to disregard. 

* See '\'131.11. P. 171. 
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A different mode of proceeding, however;
was adopted.-The H~ though they dis

,elaimed all intention of subjecting the country 
to any new burdens for the, discharge of t1le 
Prince', (lebts, consented so far to guarantee 
them, as to provide for their ,pa~'ment in the 
event of the Prince's demise bt:fore the expi
ration of the period (nine. years) assigned; for 
~heir extinctic:m, according to· the course o{ 
paymeRt BOW C!8tablish~d ......... Sixty-th'e thousand 
pounds of lh~ annual inconle, with thirteen 
thousand p6unds, from the receipts of the 
l>uc;hy of' Cornwall, making £106.000 i~ the. 
Whole, were set apart fo-\' this purpose.'-And 
the: Speaker of the' House of COIllmons, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the' l.\b,ster 'of 
the .Rolls,: the ~a8tc:r of tl1e King's UQusehotd, 
and the Surveyor of the CrQwq -Laluls, ,vere 
appointed Commissioner. 'for eumining' into 
the nature of the claims on the Prince, arid for 
regulati~g the discharge of tIle same. The Bills 
~eceisary for. enforcing ,these regulitiou,s were, 
after repeated discu&~ions, passed into ,Laws.
The dower assigned to . the Princess of Wales 
was £50,000 ,a' yea.r, '.' . I 
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CHAPTER, XXXII. 

tIarmo11y'in the Cabinet--~Appointment o( E~rl, Fitzwilliam tei 
the Viceroyalty oflreland:--He diSl:1lisses manyfaithful: 
servants' of the Crow*---Motive$ fo~; sUch Conauc .. 
assigned--His character of Mr, Beresford ,proved to re: 
unj~t---His ,hasty d~i~ions not, war.:an~d , by' p~rsonai 
knowledge--Opp~ite character of Mt;! Ee;~f~r,d bi 
Marquis Townshend, the Marquis of Buddngham, tho" 
Earl of Westmoreland, and J,ord Auckl'ana--~t. Pon../: 
Bonby and Mr, Grattan become, the c.J!osen, advisers :o.§ 
the Lord Lieutenant~--Impr~priety of s~ch ch~ice",Lor~ 
Fitzwilliam intends 'to ema~cipa{e the' C~tholic,,"~Mea~ 
lures adopted for that purp05e~Mt, Grattan obtaiDs'leave; 

,from the Irish House of.Commo~9, to bri~g in 'a bill fop' 
relieving the Catholics· from aU rema~i!lg restriCtiQns.,.; 

, Preci~itat~ conduct,o~ ~ ~~d Lieutena,~r"\-T~e.Britis~ 
Cabinet disappr~ve it---He refuses to. altedt, ,and is 
'recahed--Bill of relief brought" in, tiy' Mr. Grattan.: __ l 

, ;Rejected by a great MajoritY-AD Irish Member proposei' 
to unpeach Mr. Pitt-':"Inquir1 into tM cause of Lora' 
Fitzwilliam's recall mov~d for~ in' ~,Hou~, ~~..!-~rds, 
by the Duke of Norfolk--Lord Westmoreland's speech-
He justifies the Government of Ireland from the asper
lions cast upon it by Lord Fitzwilliam----Prove~ tran
IJuillity and confide~ce t() have eXisted, in an unusual 
de~ee, when his Lo;dship was appointedViceroy~.-Vin-

• 11 '" ., _ ' •• 



4il!ates' the' Ch~racters' of tliti perso~s whom he ClISnuSSed 
f'rom office.. ... Condemns the prop~ ~mantipation of the 
PapistS.' ill dangerous to the' Constitution. arid in'como! 
~atibl. with' the', Cdrorlatiort~oath';"-Affitmg that th4i 
liisttuction;' wliich he had hilJjself -receiVed from Mr. Pitt, 
held 'out' nct eXpWatlons df ~\1c'/l'.tneaSure---tord)Jitz
william'; rt!ti1y ..... Hi. 'eUlogy ob. Mi. r~nsonbyllnd Mr. 
·Grattan-: .... 'Hi. cDarader' of 'the' latter' .pi-o'Yed to ~e lmost 
woet'ully de1icierlt ii1 acCuracy-Ridicules 'aU fears of 

, Catholic:, !mancipatidnLMisunderst3nd~ t~e q'uestron..
Just ground tiC jlp!>rehension' establish~ by the ciodduct 

• of the 'Irish Par1iament after 'the ltevorutioii.;..-Gu~rded 
Conduct 'of Ministers dutmg'; tbts . discussiorl--~Ge~eroU8 ' 

'-deClaration 01 Earl Spencer-Mr. Jeiyil move. the :sama 
questidn iri :the HdUse' o(Co~moI'l5-;>iJsfifie.d.or~ Fitz.i 

· ... imam;· and l:ensure, ,'th~ Mlnisten,.--lJifferl from hi .. 
, tordship a. to the motive' 'of Msrd---Ml'. Pitt's sPeech 
-He ~ opposes" the. IlHlurty" is. :iumeeeBary. no 'c£arg~ 
having "beeia 'preterred irgainst· 'the iare Vtc:er6y-.i.Mr. 
Doughls riotices the ,o-ise and 6eDefi~ri.t measUres,of ,Lord 
:Westmoreland"t 'GOternlllent"":t£e nioti~n i~r:lo tnquiry 

· negatirN' ia both HO,lses---lleflection" 'dil the' 'short 
Administration o( Lord Fitzwilliarit,.:-Alledged giouqaS for 

, hii dismission of the office;" of the' Crown examined and 
proved to be untenable---Senii~ents imputed ,to Mr. Pitt ' 
.hewtJ. by bi'. own Letter; neVe~ loha'Ve bee~ ente~tained, 
by him-Ho1loiuable cObduct: of the" Duke of Portlandj 

and the other, Whigl wIio {lad joined the Minfsters---Mr. 
Barham's motion tespecting' (he. alledged ini~~o~duct of 
.sir Charles Grey and Sit John Jetyis-_-Pro~lamation issued -

· by those officers oppres5iv~ and unjustifiable-Mr. Man-' 
"ping seconds' ·tbe' B1otion~-.;l\eadsietters. a~cusing tho' 

British Commander! of a;arice and inhum~i'tf-.-Oppt>sed 
, by Mr., Grey-.... Validity of Ihis' reasoni---Mt:I1uhdas's" 

'P~h---Moves th~ previous qllestioDj and prclpose.s twri 

t X i 



.resolutions, , implying appr:ob~ti!>tI, ~ the, c:oodeQmed Prf)
t:laJIlation, and of. the c;ond~ct of the two Coallna~rs
These resolutions ceIOOr.ed-~A40p~d by the.l;I~-n. 

Tote, of :rha,*! ~d,0!,1l1 PY~" Roset.JQnjor-
,A~ql~i,t~ ~(.l\f~. Jt:a$tipg8-~Dgthoc.. h~,'1'[~ thIt 
.qQrce,.of oppressiOD-~tioJu thereoD-~~tioD8 
-Illggested ill the" cQnduct of linpeaclnnents-High 

-<;:h~J'I!cter 'oC 'j.lr~ H~ting9-.-Continer,lta1 AffiJin--rolantJ 
• !"--~~annical cond~t'of the ~~ia!l Empl'!ls~KoKiu8k" 
--The Kingcf P~ia makes pe1\Ce with.. Friiuce-:--Laylt 
~eie to W arsaw--..Is c\lll)~d to retr'!lat---ImJ¢OIl of 
the Russians~ under Sllwarrow .. i"tD p~~~~ of the-
'Poli~b :Patriots-K,*?iusk~ ta~ " priaoft~, ..... Auault GD 
$e <;:apital-'fhesuburb or ;prague t.ak. by litorm·· .. 
Warsaw ~Urrendd.--lli8!l91¢O~ of.the .P91Wl Monarch, 
:~~i~em~ment • ~f ~e Kipg~m.,..JleB~tiQnl on ,the-
1Jn~rin~ipled ambition of the jl8rtitiOlliDg Pf,lwt:i'a-Pranc:e 
makes peace with Spain at a.a-.A.c:quirea the Spanish 
rart of St. DQ~ingo-~lude. ,,8 .Treaty with the 
Leaders oftbe Vendeans, JD4,C.fuN~lieye, iotended 
~o ~ observed by tbe.1rench ~nmment....Disastro~ 
expedition toQUiberOD~-The ~migrant.& defeated-Manl 
f)f ,theria 'taken ~d exequted. in brej\c:b of the capitula;' 

, tion ~ OperatiQnlS OQ ~~e ~hipa -..r lntemal affain of 
lrarice--Efforts of the' 'ntrror~IDiurrectjons in tho 
. Capital~- D~~~ of ~lli8 ;XVSt.. ~ Llbemtioa of the, 
,:rrince85ltoY~·:-~The newCqnstitution ..... lta merits .n.4 
_defects ••• SupPt:eISH?l'l ,of aU popularS8Cietie .... }1e~ 
~finitioq of Equality_-~ta a\)sllr~ity ~ew_Decreei 
forc:nmpel1iIl~ ~ha people to r~lect two-thirds vi the 

, C~nvellti~n annexed to the ~w Constitution-Resisted bI 
tbe Parisians-~Battle of the 5th of O~tober--The Con ... 
. ventional Troop~ headed by B~parl.e-.-The Sectiolll or I 
1'aria by GelJ~ DaJ,liCDn ... T~lI~ fariaians Vlaquished"";' 

, , ~' .'. . " r 
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Fresti eS"ort. of the Terrorism ill' the Cblwentieft

Defe<lted by the modemte party--ConventioD dissolved--
~a;'al operations or Great Britain-';'Gallant" conductor 
Admiral Corn~alli .. -A.dminil Hotha,~ defeals th~ French 

in tbe MeditemineaD:":. Victory 'gained by l4il Bridpoit 

oil Port L'Orieat-c8pture cl the Cape of GoOd Hope. 

, . t1795.] Notwithstanding' the 'secret, Whir
peB, and open insinuations, ,of the Opposition, 
tending to convey' the' impression, that grea~ 
disagreement had existed In the Cabinet,$lnco 
their'. late, leader~ bad, cClDsented' to become 
jn~mb.er~ of it~ ~t isc~rtain. that, 1}itherto~, it ~e~ .. 
feet: agreemeDt had .prev~iled .. res~ting. the 
great measure. of policy which ,it "as deemed 
proper to adopt, kt'this 'crItical period of pub~ 
lic' affairs, and that :tl~te' 'llad been the'iI1ost 
~ordial aUQzealous. co~pe~ation a.m,o~gst .then,. 
for promotiDg the 'general jn~re8ts, ~nd the 
internal . security~ of the COUll try. That If. 

difference of 'opinlon~:night: a.nd did, exi~t «?u 
partic41ac , topic~, ,is 'most certain;. ,bu'~ :that 
pui'erence .did not. relate t() any JU~ect w.hich 
it was necessary ,to bring into diSCUiliion, ,or to _ 
any. measure Wl1ich the welfare of" the state 
required to, be carried' into' effect., Respecting 
~war,.ltS principle.:ari4' its' '9bject. 'the'per
&o.nalfrien£lst and political 4:onnections, of l\1r. 

'" ,-' 
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Jlurke, concurred iii' opinion ,vith\'that'sfates-'l1 
man, . that the ,restoration of the allcient' 

I" . . . . .. , ,." 

Monan:hy' 'of France :\Valli'its: kgitimate :,end,r 
'Whic}} PJIght to be openly avowed, and stendily; 
pursued. " Mr; Pitt, on ithe, other' hand, 'con~' 
~idered the restoration of the Monarchy not as'" 
the end of the war, but· as the'l1lea1l3 of pr~; 
moting ,its real .end~the condusi~nqf an' 

honourable? secuh~, '3.l)d permanent 'peace.--, 
This' differel}ce in'priQdpl~, ho.weve~, ~l~d to n~' 
difference in, .conduct;" fQr while both· parties' 
were agreed on one point,;.........th~t 1\0 such peace
:could be con~luded at present,~theyboth. con';' 
c\lrred· iIi the pecessity pf a most vigorou~, 
prbs~cuti6iI 'c/f . the' ~·ar .. : Both p<Ltiie~, . too,'; 
had viewed., with the' same jealous apprehen .. 
~ion, the' progl'eJ)s pfdi~affectionjn thiscoun; 
try:' fllul,therefol'e, ','they; both ":ZealouslY" 
S'uppotted "those strong' me~sures' which" were. 
Judged,; req~islte' toA6un'iel:~ct it." . \}t~nce, ;i~' 
all the leadi'ng object~ of '¢xternal and iutefll~l, 
policy, th~t' .coricur~enc~ subsisted which im{. 
parts' energy 'to ~OVerllJIlep't;, and gives' effCCl t6: 
its acts ... ~~: ' , . I' .' I lit ! 'f ... , r WI: , 

,', "'ThisnarDlonYJ' at all fimes '!io(teslrahle,; 
and n~\'er, more ~q than at the present'conjunc .. ' 
ture, :when succesi$nacl inCreased the corifidenc~: 
o~ out' foreign enemy,'; and the 1ate'atqu'ittals:: 
had illspireddomestic· tfahors,wi'tb' freshhbpes~: 
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experienced 'sOme interruption in the spring of· 
the present. year,' at the beginning, ofwhicb 
Earl Fitzwilliam had been sent, as Viceroy, to 
Irelan<L It has been shewn, that, at the period 
of the Regency, and immediately after the 
King's providential recovery, there was a party, 
in Ireland, who' signed 'a 'round 'rabin,· de
claratory of their resolution to' resign their 
'offices, in the event of the dismission of any, 
one of them. This 'party ltaving i'emsed to 
bold communication with' the King's fepresen-, 
tative, though they continued to 'retain 'situ,
ations under' the 'governmtmt, 'Were,' most. 
'properly, dismissed by the Marquis of Bucking.:., 
ham; . ,At the'head of~ the' party, was 'Mr. 

I , 

, -,. The deed so termed was'drawn up OD parchment. ancl. 
the parties wh~ signed it ,were .aid. at the time;, to have ~~ 
1i~e4 the .oblig;ruOD, ,wbich-.they cotltr8fte~~;by. aa !>3th ••• -
Strange ,~o fay., ~is d,isgraceful business .. whi<;h .is without a 
r~rallcl io the history of mod~ru factions.. ~al transacted at the' 
boose of one who enjOyed'the offices of Provost and SeCret3J)r 
0{ State~ aD<lwho had i>ten'ralsed. trom a~{.t~ati~D' in. 
life. '10 politicalhonou .. and ,distinetioD by the'favOur of t118 
-CrOWD.; Such instances 0( ingratitudo ahQuld he l'IlCOrded. al 

~~ Jo. fam pp~lic: ,c~aracters. ,a';ld .\,olitic~ P.lr~n.. Iba!. 
however a prescnt {)bject may be ohtai0e4 by the sacrifice of -
prindple. and' Lya viofation of that integrity which 'constitUi:e. 
the ooly'surety'which they can givelfor·tho.~iscliarge of th~ir 
pubJiq duly. thtycannot. escape tho IICNtin1zing eyo of llistoty .. 

;PQrelu~~,~D ~f~tjud~D,t~r.~~e~~~, l.. ~: •• , u, _.T ' 
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Ponsonby, -M'ho, . with his' numerous friends; 
!mmediately joined the Opposition, and opposeQ 
all the ~easUl'e~ of the governmellt, e\'i~ently 
!o~ ~9 other ~eason th~n: that they wen~·not in 
office them~elves. ,lIence ,arose that spirit 'of 
discontent, ~nd that incl'easing confi<lence 
~mong the Papists, which afte;fwards gave such 
.serious alarl)l to.tl~e Mini&ters. ' No sooner had 
Lord Fi~z\\lilliam arrived in Ireland, than he 
called about him the members, of this. very 
party; and dislIliss~d many 'of ~he most faith., 
ful,and. tll~t able~ servai1ts' of the Crown ........ 
Among tru:se w~ l\Ir.13~esfofd, a gentlema~ 
'of an a~cientfamily, anq who. had held the . . 
.situation of. Chief, Co,mmii~ioner of. Revenue, 
for five and hventy y~ars, the duties of which 

-be discharged to the entire satisfact~on of every 
Vicer9Y WI10 llad gov~rne4 Ireland. during 
thaf period. The perions aelected for'.tbis mark 

. of the Vjce~regal displeasure were eminently 
,distinguished fOT their attachtnen~ to the Pro .. 
testant religion. and fOf' their earnest desiretq 
celllcnt the uniQl1 between' the twc>' couIltriea. 
Had not Lord Fitzwilli~ publishedllis r&:asons' 
for this condutt, it, would not have been easy 
to conjecture what they were. In !;Us published 
letters, speaking· of Mr. Beresford, b'esaid: 
41 H .. fill~ a situation gl'eater than that of the 
Lord, Lieutenanl ; and ,when he saw',that, if ,he 
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bad connected himself with him, it ~Quld have 
beeq connecting' hiDlklfwithaperson under 
UlliverJiallleayy'suspicions, and' subjecting hi., 
government to all the 'opprob!Jum ~d unpopu. 
Iarity' atten<iant upon his 1l1al-¢'lllinistration, 
'what was then to bebis'choice? What the 
decision he had to. fO)"In? II~could not hesi
tate a moment ;-)1edecided, at Ollce, 110t t<l 

cloud the. dawn of his administration by leaving 
in such power a.nd authority' 10 muc~ imputed 
malversation." That a man of LOl'd· Fitz
william', character, holding the rank and station; 
which he enjoyed~ and honoured with the con. 
fidence .of his Sovereign, should have venture~ 
to make these~ and othet,assertions, which ~ 
advanced in justification of. bis conduct,. is :~ 
lamentable proof 'Of the influence w hicb . party~ 
spirit, and disappointed ambition, will, some-
times, acquire over the most honourable minds. 
Had this imputed malversation pf an old sctvallt 
of' the· public really existed,., it was. scarcely 
possible for the V~troy, witbQu~ that_, intuitive 
.agacity whiehdiscove.rs a man's principlesan4 
conduct· ill hili, countenance; rto;' obtain, .any 
proofs ·of it;, before be formed his qpiriiOIi, an~
adopted·, his decision~..-For t Lord.' :Fit:{wil~iaAl 
reached Dublin·On the S\ln~lay,. aJld;l>y tHe 
·Wednesday,following, be lh~' re~lytd ~t,L ~is>
:miss Mr •. Beresford.. _,: But.jt ~s ,th~ ~Q.tl~ Qf: the 



historian to correct themisrepresentatiolls of' 
party; and,unfortnnately' .forLord'Fitzw~l-

. ~iam's statement, it stands contradicted bY'the. 
'concurring testimony of four nobleme~, tluee 
. of whom had 6t!Fved the .office of Lord-Lieu
tenant,-l\Iarquis Townshen·d. ;tlle Marquis of 
,Buckingham, and the Earl ofWestmoreland,--., 
and the. fourth; Lord Auckland, had been'Secre- . 
tary to the Lord-Lieutenant;.......l all of,j whom'. 
unanimously ·declated), that a man of more, 
spotlesS integrity, a ·more upiight, .faithfu},~ and 
able servant· of the public. ,and a more zealous . 

. ilnd loyal :subji;ct,.did: Dot· exist,· The ,fact; 
appears to, be: thi~- that ,Lord . ·Fitz\t'illiam) 
-llaving :resolved to pursue a different system " 
of policy ,from t~at pursued by his predecessors" 
-thought ,the .usual 'advisers of'the go,'ernment 
'\'ery' unfit counsellors· for him; he~ tberefoTt\ 
called. to his councils. Mr.Ponsonby and·Mr. 
Grattan, the.:very men who had grossly insultt4 
their Sovereign, in .. the. person of. his represen
tative, ,in 1789; and who: had formed- a faction 
which h~d- s~'stematically opposed every measure 
of. the· .government ;. ,al1d: from, these. advisers, 
no doubt.~ ~he. Viceroy -recei,'ed the'character of 

• • . ,~ •• I .• f ' .i '; ;, ~ ~ . , 
.' I • See' the Speecheg of these noblemen; .in the debate Oil 

the-recall or Ead Fitzwi1liam.;; .... Woodfall·.Reports~ .Vol. III.· 
P.:'IS()...,.-~90., l:j.,~, . jV:" #,.~'.t.\L·. ,,':~ _. I> •• ,~ J) ",: ... ! ~ 



Mr. neref.ford, ,'and ofotber respectable' -geilt1e" 
men,: whOlft he chose, to- dismiss. froJil:, their 
respecti\'e offices. - . J. '. 

It was clearly Lord Fitzwi1liaIh-'~ dixed 
determination to teleaie the Papistaof Irdand 
from every restriction to" ·which .they still 
Temained subject,: and to place 'them:an pre..; 
cisely the·sani., footing,- with regard to'political 
rights and privileges; with the.members'of the 
established Church-. .; Without w.aiting to lmow 
how far a plan, 10 fraught with themost·serioUi 
-consequencel to the: peace,..welfarej' and. security 
of. the country,-: was conformable- ~\'i th the views 
of the British Cabinet;....:.Jte authorized his con .. 
fidential adviser, 1fr. Gratta~ to move, three 
'Weeks' after the meeting of Parliam~t, for 
leave· to bring in & bill for :that purpose. I Had 
Lord. Fitzwilliam's- impatience allowed. :him to 
wait 'only two days .longer, be would have been . 
spared the :moiti6eation,. and his' country' tha 
inconvenience,': which resulted-from hii'unwis6 i 

and precipitate;conduct.~ For·: so. soon:.did he 
. receive ,the opihion ~ of ;tlrei Bciti.sh Cabinet;_ in' 
. disapprobation ro£-:.:the',tneasure. ........ Hcz.:.did not, 

f:hUlle, bowei'er,' :10;;' stop. ahortl ~ju:. his. :-career J _ 
hut, contin~rig to oppose'_his '_9-Wn;sentiIPents 
t~those. of. t,he .Ca:b.tnet,'·peiwis,;most properly, 
recalled, .• .allfl" E3.rl.CamdeuT'w-d ~appointed. to; 
~ucceed him. The obnoxious bill was· after-. 
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wards brought i~ ,by '~Jr. Gfattan, butwa. 
rejected by a great majorily.~One of the party. 
a Mr. Duguerry, seriou~1y prpposed to impeacTJ 
.Mr. Pitt! . 

By .this recall, Efrl Fitzwilliam cbose ti) 

consider himself a\i d,~gracFd; and detel'mined 
to .promote, if possi~Ie; apadiameutary inves, 
tigation of the busi¥ss. lIe must have knowDi 
however, that wh;Ltever,' communicatioDs ho 
might deem hill},ielf ~t. liberty to m~e, th6: 
Cabinet l\iinistvrs wqe bound to secrecy, ~~ 
well by a sen~ipf duly to the public, as by ti16 
solemn obligation of an oath.· They coo Id not~ 
therefore, defend /the~selves against, misrepre~' 
aentatioD, by div~lging the whole of thepl'O!" 
cee<!ingsDf the C,llbinet, and without tlla' 
.their . defence could, not' be complete. In ' th¢' 
debate~ which took place on the subject: in tht 
House of Lords,. on the motion for an inquiry.,. 
by the Duke of Norfolk,Lord 'Vestmore~ 
entered into all analysis of the reasons alle~ged 
by Lord.Fitzwilliam, injustification of hi;.,cOn~ , 
dud.' ,Indeed,' is' Lord \Vestmoreland h;id pr~ 
ceded, him' in the '. government of lrcland,i' 
became necessary for' him' to disproyel1is ,asser~ 

. . 
tions,' l'esp~cting. the~ state of oppression and 
corruptiooJ . which he',had &ta~d~~ e.x:i~t in that 

· country when he arrived tber~ '-lIe' maintained 
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that as muC'b purity prevailed_ in Ireland as hi 
the governm(nt Of any other co1.lJitry';' a~dtbat 
no means' were 'neglected which, .could.\contti~· 
bute to, the comfort and happiness 'of tile! pe<>"f' 
pic'; 'aud that:so far -from the prevalence J 
that universiJ discontent which Lord Fitz· 
william had'. 8Oconfulently stated to exist,":""" 
an uniy~sat. i:tegree of unanimity,collfidence, 
and tranquiUitYtprevailed. Hj8-~ordship suc
c:essflllly ridicl1l~d tho inference ~ra'''D, by the, 
recalled Viceroy andbis frienqs, from the 
liberal granta. of, the JriBh Parliament, which 
were o;u;serted to have beenv'?ted iii ,cont.empIa.o 
tion of the: proposed measure~ as if a Protestan~ 
radia"meD t _ would vote ~nusual s~pplies for' the, 
purpose of Catholic EU):mcip,tion! He vindi .. 
cated the persOl1s whom Lord Fitzwilliam had 
dismis,sed from office. 'In. respect of M;r.Beres4 
ford, :,vhoru Lord Fitzwilliam disclaimed _al~ 
intention ~f injl,lring. conceh-ing that qe had 
made "him ample amends by a propo:sed pecu .. 
!liarY Comp~sation, it was justly observed that; . 
if he deserved the chara~i~r,~hich the Viceroy 
had given him in his pu~lic )e~ter, he !perited 
punishlIlen~ and n.ot "'c\vard'; ,~nd if be did "not 
deserve it,--and .no man" .in, ·"tlJe;-kingdom 
deserVed' it .Ifss,:-thc pretellcc_:-;ofataning fot 
\he disgrace 1 by Inoney, lYali :'(quatl,. "otf~nsi.v~ 

.. # • ~ > ~ , •• .. • ~ • .. • 
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nnd absurd,' ,Illfeitl1er'case>·the;Viceroy<did 
not' discharge-liis dllty~ ,'Lord Fittgibbon~tht'! 
Chancellor of Ireland~, who' had, ; also faUen 
under the displeasure Of the Viceroy;, W4S trnly 
described to,' be a ,npblema,1l'of.'il1corruptiblq 
integrity,who had remained trtJe t<1 the govern~ 
meni:'at '3 :time ",hen Ministers !were ;alrnost 
wliolly'deserted~ who "had, 'on, all:, occasion~
manifested a sincerei:soljcit~de' for,:~he \mit)' 
of the ,Crow11 ; and 'pro\'fd hhnselfi a, !s6und 
lawyer, ,an upright jtidge; auda faithfulcoun" 
sellor: .TheAttorney and: 'Solicitor .. 'Genel"al; 
~v ho had, shared in; the disgrace of the Chau'" 
cellor; :were:spoken of in' the ,highest tertns; 
by LOrdW~stmoreland, who'stranglycensured; 

, . . ~ . ( " 

! . I I . ') 

It If a lucrative, situatioll "had, been ,otrere~ toLor~Fit~7 
willi~m, by' his Majesty'. - Ministers. (who certainly meant to 
do 'him no injury, io rmpute to 'him: ~ .itilive~~~tio~,j by '~~t , 
of com~ll&ation,"o'('lItonement, for his retail', 'it 'is perfectly 
,tle!\f' tbar-hisLorcls~p would have reject~ it with indignatioA 
and scorn, , With,w~at pI:opr\ety.tb~n, could.h:e offer, t9 ~n~ 
ther that-which Ile, would' reject himself. .The first coiiurus· 

. _' , • , . .~.. . . • . , ( ." . I 

sioner of the revenue was 'a "man of Ii noble and ancient family. 
and 'Wid,' no doubt;' feeii;lgs'ai ~citte;' imlra /;elise of bohout 
as lofty J as' the Viceroy hi~selr.-:~Besides~ tiui Golden rule' of, 
CODduct.-~ " 'to 40 un~o others:as we, w~l~ ,tbat bthers should, 
'do ullto us," ---is olle from the observance "f which the Monarcb 

ot,1 his Thr()D~' is ~o ~~reex.elllpted tpa~ "fhe~ r~~ant in b~ 
(:ui t~ge.' '. , 



· abo" the .dismission. of Mr.) Hamilton, fifty' !itau. 
,of whose life had been! 'pent 'in the service of: 
, the public J .! , 

In .• hort, Lord. Westmordand, whose tea.-
· timony.,was the mote·. to be', relied on, as . lie 
spoke f.rom personal knowledge and observation,; 
c1earJyprovedthe inaccul'acy <>f Lord Fitzwil~ 
liam'. reprden.ta.tions .on the. state.Qf ·thecoun
try, and that.;the,re was ;nothing .in;.it. whiclll 
affordecl the; smallest justification for. his con; 
duct.. ':Ihe: Catholics ~had ,'receiv,ed .. as .. many, . I 

concessions as could; with prudence,. be granted; 
· J;bey were' treated, with kiD.d~ess''''""'":tbey. were 
contented :with }\'hat they. had ;obtained,+and: 

... did not. ask fopnore at pl:esent.4t :.Hit Lor.dsbip 
made .. some judicious remarks.' on tbe -intended; 
abolition ot distinctions .in Ireland, • by, the. prO .... 
posed indulgenciesto the PapistS~,' : He adverted 
to the Act of .Settlement, by .\'lhich any Prince· 

· ill ~his tountry, .who. aclinow.ledges . the supre-
· macr,~,. the See.o£;,Rome, . .andhnlds: 'com-' 
·ml.mioll,· with, the Pope; does,· ipso facto, imme~ 
diately JorfCit :his inheritance, of . the Crown; 
and f~om:theacts.:of supremacy and unifQrtriity 

.he inferred"tbatthe emancipatiQn of the Papists" 
.would be construed ,il1to~ a. .holding I of.comlllu. 
nionwiwi tbeiSee· of' ROme .. ·.Dythe article:s 
~ . ~ .. 

.. Woodfall's Reports for 17~5. May the Bth, P. i6,. 
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of. the .union, too" t:lle. King WaS'boUlia, to 
maintain, the Protestant establishIrtent, and· that 

. was not a time t~ trifle with the, ecc1e';iastical 
establishments of our ancestors. It'was. fur. 

, tller contenclcd,. that the King could not; with·, 
out a direct. violation of his Cox:onation. Oath, 
give 'his sanction to such an act.- James 'the 
Second, it was well, observed, had adopted a. 
policy sil:nilar. to . that which had been lately 
proposed, and dle con~equence"were well 

" known. Why might not similar causes produce 
, similar effects? . 

. The proscription and per~cution whjch 
the pjpists had b~en stated, in, the printed 

'letter, to have sustained, since 179S,: were nlOst 
'positively denied, as well as the hopes .an<L 
expectations whicK were said to· have -been 
excited in their minds •. Lord. Westmoreland, 
declared, that he bad received no instructions, 
obe4ience to which could .. produccany.~uch 
effect; . but he had: beeD;- directed to state,-that 
the govemment" which .was . to succeed him,' 
would bea continuance' of the King'sadmi .. 
llistration, whereby all, jealousies and distinc
tions w"'ere disclaimed, and parties put en.tirely 
out of the. question. Nothing, he said; could 
be more filil' or honourable,nol' could any 
thing else be. expected of Mr. Pitt, to whos~ 
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sincerity, steadiness of attachment, and strict 
honour,. his Lordship bore ampletestimony~ 

TIle reply of Lord Firzwilliam consisted 
of ,a most unqualified panegyric.of his friends, 
Mr. Ponsonty and Mr. Grattan; and of his 
ownadministratiori. IIis "praises, Jndetd, of 
the former of these gentlemen~ were so bound
'leas and, unguarded,. as almost to bear the ap-, 
pearance of irOJ1Y. A man' more, universally 
beloved, and more deservedly 'so, than', Mr. 
Grattan, he boldly affirmed, there dId 'not exist 
in Jre1and; and it wa,s ~he peculia,' tortune of 
'that gentleman, thaihia ufJalterable uJtachment 
to Englis'" ronnectiolJ,· (displayed,. no cloubt,hi - , ' 

" * So strongly do the veil' of preju4ice., anti the mist of' 
p~ssion, obscure the meDial si!:lir, that it is impossible for any' 
person, not labouring under slIca inconvenience. to contemplate 
the political life of Mr. Grattan, without drawing inferencell 
directly tbe reverse of' those which were here drawn by Lord' 
Fitzwilliam. roll", Grattan's principles of reform went directly . 
to. procure the sepa,.o1ion of the two countries .•• -His conduct 
in the bl!SinesB of the Rt.'gency had the same tendency; for 
be and' his party. by prevaiJi~g on tbe Irish ParJianient to elect 
a Regent for Ireland" notwith~tanding the unrepealed Irish 
l~wT (saYi a' cOntemporary writer, who was' perfectly con
nrsant with 'th~ politics' of Ireland, arid, with 'the real state 
cf the country ;) ••• f~tbat whoeyer was Ki~g 'or Rej:ent of 
England, was, ipsoIacto, King or Regent ofIreland," presentee! 
to the British Parliament tbe' mortifying aftd dangerous alter .. 
native of nominating the pretended Regent of 'the hishCrowu: 
Regent of the Imperial Crown of Great Britain I (and thereby, 

VOL. IV. , Y,' 
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his, conduct, on the regency, as' afterwards In 

his countenance of the United Irishmen, In. 

in fact, surrendering to the Irish Houses of. Parliament' the 
righ~ o( nominating a R~gent of England;) br of compelling. 
obedience, in Ireland, to the person to be nominated Regent 
by the Parliament of Britaiu, by a British army, and a civil 
war, as England was under the necessity of doing to ~uell \he' 
usurpation of James the ,Second, in Ireland, after he had 
abdicated the Crown of England; thus cutting asunder,' as f<lf 

as in him lay, the only bond which bound the two countries 
together, and laying deep the foundation of future conten
tion, slaughter, and civil wal'-; for those who have assumed th~ 
tight of nominating a Regent, will, 011 failure o( issue in the
'Royal line. and on other contingencies, assume the right or 
Dominating a King, or of changing .the Monarchical govern
ment into a Republican; and a difference of opinion on such 
great Imperial questions between the two nations will be the 
.certain parent of civil war, and, perhapsi of mutual' destruc
tion," . Mr. Grattan's conduct, after Lord Fitzwilliam's reca11~ 
was remarkable for any thing but" ardent loyalty to his Sove
reign."---It was not the conduct of a disappointed patriot, but 
that of a furious demagogue, rendered bold by the loss of place 
lind power, or rather elnancipated from the shackles whica 
place and power had imposed, and restored to the full liberty 
(Jf giving vent to the genuine sentiments .of his mind. He 
exerted' every effort to excite . discontent, aud to foment dis

turbance, by the most in1lammatory h~rangut:s. In his answer 
to the address of a Popish Assemblh in Dublin, he plainly 
declared: --" ' ,My wish ls, that you should be free no'w j there 

is 110 ot~erpolicy which is not/ow and little j let us, at ~nce; 
installtly 'Lmz,,'ace, and greatly emancipate." In short, there 
were as much illConsistency, contradiction, and tergiversation. 
in the public conduct of Mr. Grattan, as in that of any other 

popular demagogue of tha ~al. 



J798;) his unremitting pursuit of the happineSS: 
of Ireland; his disinterested zeal in the service 
of his native laud, (manifested in his 'accep
tance of fifty thousand pounds as a r~ward for 
it,) whi(.'h he c\'cr combined with ardent loyaltyo 
to the Sovere;gn~ were exalted,. and made morc 
conspicuously usefuI1 by tbeuOI'ivalled talents 
of hia I!lind.· His Lordship justified his dis
mi~sion of the different officers of the Cro\~n, 
on the ground that they did not enjoy his con": 
iidence, without, ho\\»ve~, alled~illgany ~eason. 
or fact, to prove them lUldeserv~l1g of . it'---1 
Dut he did not apply his ~swer, or his reason:
ing, to any of the· strong facts which had . been' 
urged by Lord Westmoreland. ~e treated·the 
important subject of Catholic Emancip'ation 
with the utmost levity, and ,ridiculed tl,le idea 
of the state being endangered by the discipline 
of the Church, transubstantiation, the form of 
kneeling, or si tting, or _ stanllillg, to ta~(e the 
J.ord·s Supper.':'-'No, no!. exclaimed the Peer, 
these alarms are gone by, and it-is, at this 
day, felt. that' there can be no danger tq 
the state, but froin political ooctrines !-
If his Lordship had e\'er. read the history of 
the reyolution of 168R, he must have known; 
tIlat the mere· rites a1,ld ~ere~onies of the' 

, . 
. * Woodfalr.lleport" ubi supra, p. J70l 
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church of Rome had never formed a ground of 
objection to the admission of Papists to places 
ot trust and po\ver in the State ;-and he 
tnusthave known, also, that the religious tenets 
of that church were essentially blended with 
political doctrines, highly dangerous to a 
protestant State.· The dangers to hi appre
llended from the ascendancy of Papists, ill 
such 'a state, are not subjects of speculative 
reasoning, but mat'ters of his~ori:cal fact. The 
proceedings of the Irish Parliament,subse
~uent to the revolution, when it was almost 
"\vholly 'Composed of Papists, in' repealing -tlle 
'Very'law by which tIle estates of Protestants 
were secured, afford a melancholy instance of 
the use which they are disposed to Dlake of 
power, when once in 'possession of it. 

* ft Is it," asks the same intelligent writer, whoSe opinion 
was quoted ina former note, CI consistent with the rules of 
either reason or civil policT, tQ make legislators of those who 
make it an article of their fuith that the Supreme legislature of 
the State (~heth~; mon~~chical' or republican, it'matters not). 
ill not competent to bind tbem by its 1aw~ in all 'Cases? And 
that they are, . in conscience, bound to so active a disobedience 
'to the laws of their country, , enacted by the legislature of it, ill 
many instances, not only oLi spiritual. but II temporal nature, 
as to endeavout, with all their might, to obstruct a~d' defeat 
the e~cutio~· of them? And are such persons to be entrusted 

. w.ith the execution of those I.aws? ~o, person, of co~o. 
sense, will answer thelle questions in the affirmative." 
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The l\Iinisters, in both Houses, confined 
themsch'es, hi the examination of the <luestion, 
to the simple grounds of justice and policy. 
They refused to enter at all into the particulars 
of the correspondence which had taken place 
between 'themselves and the Viceroy;-they 
declared, explicitly, that n~ blam,e was imp~-
table to any of the Cabinet -Ministers;- bnd 
disclaimed all intention of preferi"ing any 
cha,rge against Lord Fitzwilliam. 'l;'he ,Ki~g 
had ~xercised his pl'erogative, legally and COll

stitutionally; and PalJiament were not justified; , 
either by precedent, or by the peculiar cil'cun1-
stances of the case itself, in interfering in the 
business. ,The motions for the inquiry weJ;C 
made, as usual, the vehides of abuse against 
the l\'linistrYI and the seceders from theOpposi
tion were exultingly told of the degradation 
W11ich, it had ..been predicted, they must sufter, 
by a coalition with men, whose condu,ct was 
marked by duplicity, baseness, and pl'Ofligacy; 
,and who wotlld sow discorQ; distrust, and ani. 
mosity,amoog t~lell1,t Lord Spencer, however, 

* Woodfall', Parliamentary Reports, May 8th, 1795, 

P117S. 

t See the speeches of Messrs, Jekyll,' Fox, and Gnoy. OD 

the 19111 of May, in WoodfaU;s Reports: 
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~:with that manliness of conduct which is th,e 
, ;~ure token 'of a truly noble and generous mind, 

(and no m,anever displayed arriore marked supe.
:riority to every thing low, little, mean, ot dis
honourable, ,than' this virtuous nobleman) 
repelled the foul insinuat,ions;. and calumniour" 
assertio,ns, by an explicif d,ec1aratio)l, that, 
,ever since his entrance into office, so far fron,. 
llis ha,:ing reaso,~ to c01!1plain of his treatment 
from Ministers, h~ had, on all occasions, expe:
'~'ienced the most uniform, cordial, and honour:" 

. .able ,support from hi~ polleagtle,~ i!l adminis:" 
. .' . tratlOn. .. I 

1n the Hous.e of Comm<:>lls, the business 
~as bro,ught fo.rward by Mr. Je~yll, on the 19t1~ 
of May, on \vhich oC~l:lsio~, he solemnly pro
fessed'that th,e puplic~ he ,hadalw.ays thought~ 

·11ad a~ i~terest ~nwatching oyer th~ characters 
of public JllenJ ~nd in, vindi~a~ing 't~e!J1 from 
~nsimlated abuse1 and u!ljust aspersion. ?ublic 
,characte'r he regarded' as p,ublic prop~rty, ever 
to be ~eld ~acr~d til~ it ,had been openly fOf:" 

'feited. Y ~t.he did not scrupl~ to ind'ulge him
:self, )It the expence pf the first public characters 
~n th,e kingdo~, witI1 a profusion of in$inllated 
flbuse a!l4, unJ~s~ aspersions i-:-and to lal1ncl~ 

,p~~t into a strafn '~f pe~s~~la~ illv~cti\"~J al*~ 

, ~ Woodfal~'s Re~otts. f. 'HiS: 
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indecorous and irrele,·ant., But while Lord Fitz .. 
william himself admitted his conduct respect
ing the Catholic question 'to have been the real 
cause of his recall, his officious advocate, in 
the House of Commons, treated this admission 
with contempt, and boldly stated the CatholJc' 
question to be Ii mere stalking-horse, assumed 

'by Ministers for the convenience of the occa"" 
sion.· A variety of other loose assertions, 
equally at variance '\V ithJact, were advanced, in 
the same quarter, during this discussion. Tne 
Catholic question was considered as a matter of 
trivial importance, and a confusion was made 
of 'IIotural and,' political rights, which would 
have disgraced the intel1ects, of a s('hool~boy. 

An awkward compliment was paid, by Mr. Fox, 
to the recalled Viceroy, whom forgetting; no 
doubt, in the heat of debate, that he was 
the J;epresentative of a Protestant King, he 
averred to be the only person who had 'obtained 
the applauses of all the Cath<?lics and di~senters 
in Ireland. t ' , 

It was observed by Mr. Pitt,in advt;rting 

• Woodfall', Repol'tI,May 19, 1795. P.2j6. 

·t Idem. Ibid. P.287. Mr.Folt might have boasted; 
with equal truth, that he. himself, was almod the only persoo 
who had obtained the applause. of all the Sectaries and Repub~ 
Jicans in England; but whether thia would have b"en consi • 

. dered al a meri.t by the friends of the e3tablii.hed cpnstitution. 
if1 Church and Statl, 1I~.m. 10 admit of very little dougt. 



to the motion for inquiry, that; whateverthe 
view 'of it might be, 'whether it was justice to 
Lord Fitzwilliam, or injusticl:! ·tothe' Exeoutive 
,government-whether, it was the welfare of 
-the British empire at large, or the benefit of·the 
lrishnation exclusively-or - whether it was 
meant to discuss and ,take theopiniop. of the 
House o,n topics, depending before the inde
pendent legislature of the' sister-kingdOiP j it 
was imp9ssible to enter upon it at all with any 
:cttect, but by going into a. complete .inyestig~-, 
tion of the whole subject,. without ,suffering 
themselves to be led away bJ' gar;bled :extracts, 
and vague rumours" which,. h,owever in:d~lstri

()Usly ci!:culated, certainly 'were ,not ,.sufficient 
grounds for the House to form adecisionupoJ;l. 
And whether they wO~lld agree to take a" step, 'at 
once so indelicate and dangerous, as to open tIle 
secret 'transactions of govern men t~ and. touch 
the vital parts of the British empire, by \UlJ;leCeS
sarily prooing every little unimportant wQu;nd 

- to the bottom, was a question. which :he would, 
not insult their patr~gtism, or their wisdom, 
by doubting. 

The aHedged necessity of justifying Lord 
Fitzwi1lillIll. Mr. :Pitt contcnl:led, moved on a 
mere groundless assumption, th .. t his recall: from 
the govermi1entof Ireland,implied achargeagainst 
him. 'But' though Mr. Jekyll had insiste~l, 
-that the ,removal' of the ~en'ants of tht1 crown, 
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from their place"!, implied a charge, ·1\1r. Fo~" 
who sUpflorted him, had not co~tended for any 
such principle; and, indeed, if such wel~e 

really the case, ~here would ,be an end .to the 
position gtllerally admitted, that the safety of 

, the rea.lm depended on 'the ~onstitutional j'ight 
of the crown .to nominate and dismiss its . -. . '. .. 
sen"ants at pleasure, and there, would be a 
necessity to inquire into the cause, of every 
,dismi,ssioll.l\,1r. Fox could~ot fail to see ho,v 
very 'prolific a field of inquiry would then be 
open'ed~ 1Ur. Jekyll had adverted to toe dih 
mission of Lord Hood; but he would ,be able 
to form a judgment of the expediency of 
such inquiries, and to deci~le ~pre justly upon 
that right, when he recolle€~d that the ga.1lal?t 
Lord Uodney, it;l the most interesting amI cri
tieal period ora very ruinous and expa~\sriug 
war, and in the very p1O~ent{)f victoJ-y;was 
reca.l~ed by ,the l\linister ofi~at ,day~ (Mr. Fox' 
himself)w~thout lillY; ,cause, as.signep; ,:;LDd 
when an illqlfiry was call~d for,~Ir. Fox~ l)im
'self, resisted it; nay ,;more,. while lIe profess~(l 

that be hadhimself advised bis Iccall, he moved 
the thanks of Jhe Hou~e·.to .thenobie AdlUir~1. 
If, then, iu such very extl'~ordinary cjrcu~-
stances, an admiral~ whoWlls a solitai·y instance 
of succes.sfulvalow', ill a most calamitous war, 
was re~alled by the very Ininister who moved the 
thanks of the H,ouse 19 bim, -,vas it possible 
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. to say, that any stigma could attach to dismis
sion without inquiry? And, with the utmost 
respect for Lord fitzwilliam, Mr. Pitt con
ceived that there was nothing· in t!le case 
of a Lord Lieutenant being dismi.ssecl, more \ 
than in the case of the dismission of a military 

'officer, or any other servant of the Crown.-:
Besides, he put it to the reflection of the House 
to determine, whether there might not bea 
cause for removal without a crime? Might 
there not exist a difference of opinion,on some 

. case of transcendant importance, though the 
parties, differing retained the most cordial 
affection for, and good opinion o~ each 'other? 

4s much had been said of the corruption 
'and oppression of the Irish Government, pre,. 
vious to the Viceroyalty of Lord Fitzwilliam; 
"as both 'the Ear~ himself and his 'advocates, 
in both Houses, had made these the principal 
grounds of his LO'rdship's justifi~ation; and as . 
the Viceroy, in his own speech, had"hoasted 
of making every abuse, and every danger, 
disappear in a moment; and of having 'Con
verted, 'as it were, by magic; Chaos into order, 
"and danger into security," which was the 

* "I touched the string, and it breathed harmony j it 
"Was not a doctrine of differences, but an animation to resist 
imd repel the ene~y, if the French had dared to attempt ~ 
landing j that eneniythat cam~ armed with fire and sword, and 
with principle» still more poisonous and destructive than eilher;" 
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grossest libel tlmt could he utteredori all the 
Viceroys who had preceded him, it wall deemed 
necessary, by Mr. D9l1g1as, who bad held a pu~ 
lic situation in Ireland, to undelieive the House 
and the public. During the government of 
Lord Westmorelatid, who immediately preceded 
Lord Fitzwilliam, a variety of measures were 
adopted, which were calculated not only to 
gratify the feelings, but to slIpport the interests, 
of the people of Ireland. His Lordship had 
exertised the most rigid impartiality in, the 
selection of persons to fill legal situations, in 
order to procure a due and rigid administration 
.of justice. lIe had lahoul~cd to promotetbe 
independence of the legislative body, 'by the 
'jntl'Orluction of a bill to diS{plali(y persons 
holding various oflices from sitting in Parliament;, 
'and (,,-en in, cast's to which the disqualification 
was not extepded, the acceptance of a place 
\'acatt'u the seat, and the member \vas sent 
back to his constitueRts' to receive their judg
ment upon his conduct. The next grand 

'Lord Fitzwilliam did not appear to be aware, that his general 
argument justilicd every thing which bad been asserted of the 
disaff'ectiOll Qf the great body of the PapIsts; for it tended to 
prove,lhat Ihey had no' soose of their dllty as subject~~ and, 
,could only be brought loresis't the enemies of 'the country, and 
to pay due allegiance to their S01iereign, by promises and 
,bribes, ••• by rem9ving everY,Obitac1e to their fulr possession of 
~o)rticall'ower ! ' " ' 
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. ohject attained, <luring the Viceroyalty of 
Lord Westmoreland, was the establishment of 
a responsible . Treasury-board, in lieu of the 
sine,cure offices of I .. ordIIigh Tl:easurer and 
Vict Treas·urer. That' cOIl$titutional. force, 
the militia too, had been establishecf by his 

. .. 
I .. ordship. Hence, it was evident that the 
object of that admiI:\istration was the rt'form 
of abuses, and not the continuance of elTor~-

('The motion for an il{(luiry was negatived by 
great majorities in both Houses. 

It appears certain, from a close attention 
to all the known circml1stauces of this traijs
action, that Lord Fitzwill.iam had laboured 
:\11)der some gross miscQnception of the view~ 
and intentions of the Cabinet. tIe must have 
nli$u.nderstoodsome con\'ersatiol1 which had 
passed 011 the affairs of Ireland, for it is impos
sible, otherwise, that a . nobleman, of his' 

honourable mind; the integrit/ of which no 
one e\'er attempted to question, CQuld ha\~e 

pursue~ that line of cOlldllCt wl;ich he begall 
to adopt almost immediately after his ~lTival in 
Ireland. StiiL he thought'it necessary to write 
for further instructions from l\finisters; llis 
letter \vas written on the !!7th of Janl\ary; but 
110.t haloing recei\-ed an ... nswer so .soon as he 
expected, he ,chose. to consider their silence as 
an a-asent to his proposea measures, and to ha\'e 
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d~e bil~ for the relief of the Catholics, brought 
forward 01l the 12th of February. This pre
cipitation, on a matter of such vast importance, 
was highly censurable ;-it was unbecoming 
a: statesman to draw such hasty inferences as 
he drew, and to act on conjecture when eel''' 
tainty was whhin his -reach. On the 14tl1 
i)f February, he received the marked disappl'()OOO 

. batiou of Ministers ;-it was perfectly ddr, 
therefore, first, that' he 'had misunderstood 
them, for they ne\rer could have changed their 
views and designs in the short period which 
had elapsed 8iilc~ his departure from England; 
and if t~ey had sanctioiled his new system of 
policy, at that time, they woUld n~t" ha,oe 
~ondcmned it so soon after: and, 'secondly, 
that hi~ Lordship did not consider his instruc
tions as conclusive, 01' himself as at liberty to 
pursue' his own plan with0ut further communi
cations with tQe Ministers.-It would be unjust 
to adtnit the' supposition, if it were not fa'ir-ly 
deducible from his own acknowledgements, that 
he had purposely advanced witil the Papists too 
far to 'recede,-as he thought,-withsafety;- -
for, . in bis re()ly to Ministers; he talked ~f the 
danger tl:at woul,d infallibly result from retract'" 
ing the assent so formally given (by himself) to 
a motion of that importance; and he positively , 
refused, by taking upon him that offic.e, to be 
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the person to raise a flame wlticll.J1othing but tIle, 
force of anns could keep dOU"l.-·"NOW, as tord 
lVestmoreland had left the country tranquil an{l 
contented, this irritation in the. public mind 
must l1ave heen wholly occasioned by the im .. 
prudent conduct of his successor, which ,had 
such a necessary tendency to produce it; as 

almost to sanction the belief that it wa!r , .' 

adopted for the purpose. In another respect 
his Lordship's conduct was highly reprehensible, 
In a very few days after his arrival in Dublin, 
lie dismissed' the principal law officers of the 
Crown, and some others, all men of, app'royed 

,t31lents, integdty, and fidelity. Among these 
were Lord Fitzgibbon, 1\1r. Beresford, Mr. 
'Volfe, Mr. Toler, and Mr., Hamilton. '. The 

, dismission of these . trusty. servants of ,the 
Crown was attempted to be justified by t~e 

,as')ertion that they possessed not the con:fidence 
of the yiceroy; and as be mean t to . pursue. a 
new system of policy, it was necessary he 
should have the assistance of men of 'senti
ments congenial with his own; and it was 
further asserted, with a. confidence truly 
astonishing, that it was a change 'wished for by
the people of Ireland, and which must l{avc 
been, expected . by Ministers here." These 

.. 
* Speech of Lord Millon,-.·Woodfall's Reports. May )9 .. 

)7~5. P.30~ 



honourable persons, however, enjoyed tne ·con· 
6dence of preceding Viceroys, and of the Mini9'; 
ters themselves, ~nd descroed that of Lord Fitz-. 
"iIIiam, who could not, when he dismissed 
them, have had the smallest grounds for dis
satisfaction or mistrust; fOl' be had bad no 
opportunity of observing their conduct, and of 
ascertaining their principles; and the high 
estimation in which they stood with his prede
cessors, and with the. British Ministers, was 
the strongest presumptive proof of their merit. 
This being the case, it was not possible that 
Ministers could have expected the dismission of 
these faithful servants. But, to put the matter 
beyond all doubt, 1\:[r. Pitt, in a letter to LOrd 
Fitzwilliam, expressed his strong disapprobation 
of the measlire, adding-U That, on the sub
ject of these arra~gements, he felt himself 
bound to adhere to these sentiments, not only. 
\rith respect to Mr. Beresford, hut to the lice 
()f conduct adopted in so many instances 
towards the former supporters of government; 
by these sentimerhl lle must, at all e\'ent~,bC' 
guided, from a regard to the. King's service, 
and t1> his. own honour, however sincerely he 
might lament the consequences which must. 
arise from the present !iituation." No one, who 
knew Mr. Pit~ could. suppose, for a moment, 
that he would he guilty of such ingratitude, 
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and of such a breach of his dutYi to some of 
I , 

t11emost approved sen-ants of the CroWlI} as 
to consent to sacrifice them to the prejudices of 
a new colleague; or that ,he could be so weak 
as to suffer his own system of policy to be 
overtmned, and a new and opposite system 
introduced, merely to please Lord Fitzwilliam ! 
And it displayed no ordinary presumption in a 
flew Viceroy to adopt such measures,' without' 
the clearly-expressed approbation of Mr. Pitt, , 
alld of t~e other Cabinet Ministers; at;ld, at all 
e,-ents, 'it was a strange policy to conciliate the 
Catholics, by endeavouring to disgrace the 

, firmest friends of the establishment.' On this 
trying occasion, all the other seceders from the 
'Vhig 'Party cOilducted - themselves with the 
strictest honour and -propriety~ They did not 
allow it !o interrupt the harmony which pre
,-ailed in the Cabinet; nor did they suffer 
themselves to he betrayed, by the taunts amI 
invectives of Opposition, into any explanations, 
or -commullications~ inconsistent with their 
public duty; while Lord FkzwilIiam had the 
mortification to see his. cause, pl~aded by ~he 
verl' men who had pleaded, with equal energy, 
in favour of those disaffected persons acquitted 
and cpndemncd, those turbulentjacobins, 'whom 
his Lord.ship so strpngly, anclso virtuously,. 
reprobated; and all of whom, DC' it observed; 



were most anxious for that abolition" of "tests 
and distinctions which his Lordship had endea
voured to prolllOte in Ireland, but which our 
wiser ancestors deemed essential for the pl'eser
vation of our constitution in Church and 
State. 

Among objects of minorimportance which, 
,during this session; occupied the 3ttention of 
,Parliament, "was a motion, ht,ought forward by 
Mr. Barham, for recalling certain pi"oclamations, 
,which had beed issued ill' the island of Marti
nique, by the' military and naval commanders. 
Sir' Charles Grey, and Sir ]oh,n- Jervis. The 
purport of these proclamations, 'whiCh were 
published in the spring of -1794, was to levy 'a 
general contribution' Oil the proprietors, of 
,estates in the isla¥; or, to use the: unprece
dentell expression or one 'bf the prQclamations, 
" to raise a sum of 'I1wneyadequate to the value of 
tile conquest,':- and; as the means of effecting 
"thi~ end, to obtain;1 specification of all pro
perty whatever in the island., . And,unless this 
mandate were complied with, these commanders 
declared it ,vas their firm resolution to' avail 
themselves of the: power, with which they 
were iu\"ested, to order lind eliforee a ge~leral ' 

* See the proclamationl in 'Voodfall'. reports, June 2, 
J795. ·P. p, 412; ~13" ., 
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c01!fi~tatioti. This proclamation: was condcmnect, 
.oD two' grounds, first.· as being con.trary to thCf 
general, .usages . of war j and, secondly, a~, 

,being a. breach. of thatproroise of secu
l'ity" to persons· and·. property, which was 

. publioly held forth by the ,British com
.DlIlnders, -previous to the. redu~tion()f the 

0,. island.- Mr. Mannir;g, who, $ecQnded this 
-mOtion, read passages from various letters, 
whicb had been transmitted frernl\fartinique, 

. which mentioned the .inhumaIJ. ,and avaricious 

. conduct of the British. commanders, as having 
fixed a stain upon the .charac~~r.of the country; 
and spoke of the example which they had exhi
bited' of rapacity' ,a.ndoppl;e~siol), as being caI-

.. culated,: ona revers.eof Jortune, to produce a 
most dangerous retaliatiQll on . the .. p4r.t of the 
. French. The motion was resisted by Mr. Grey. 

o who defended the right of'confh-cation as per
fectly consonant with the law: of . nations, !I11d 

. reprobated the pr9ceeding as unnecessary, !;Iince-. 
the proclamations had been .disavowed by'the 

. Secretary o<>fStatcj' and since, the moment :it 
had been known to'~,nders that ,it 
occasioned· discontent and. dissatisfaction, or 
had, in tl'le smallest degree, been conside,red ,as 
oppressive, it llad immediately beena~nulled.t· 

• Uem.lbid.P.411. t Id~. lbid_ P.4Uo-



The same Ibotives of resistance \vere urged by 
lIr. Secretary Dundas, who moved the previous 
questioll, which he followed up with two reso
lutions.-First, "That the ,inhabitants ~f Marti
niqu~ hwf not availed themselves of the terms 
held out to them by the proc~amation dated 18t 
January, 1794, and there wu no general rul~, 
founded on the law of nations, respecting pri
vate property, which entitled them to the 
advanta~. therein offered, after" the resistance 
they had given to his Majesty's forces ;"-and, 
secondly,-" That the two prcclamations of the 
lOth of May, 1794, never having been acted 
upon, could not come before the House for their 
decision; and that the House mott cordiany 
agree, in again express'ing their thanks to Sir 
Charles Grey, and Sir John Jervis, ill the same 
tenDS that their vote of t11auks bas been rerorded 
on the journals of the House, en the lOth of 
May last year." " 

The reasons assigned by 1(;1". Grey, for 
putting a negative on the mGtions,werc per
fectly. valid j because, .as the proclamations had 
been expressly disavowed by rwr'misters, arid 
annulled by the commanders who issued them, 
it would be a work of supererogation, to say 
,no more of it, on the part ,of the House, for
mally to ".eeall them. But the:: resol~tions, pro
posed by Mr.1?u~das, went ~uch· t9Q far,':"""for 

a~ 
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the first of them, if it had any effective signifi
cation, went to justify the very proclamation~ 
which the Ministers had condemned. And ~he 
last, by renewing the vo~e of thanks, at that 
particular period, might, very naturally, be-

'supposed to apply these thanks to the very 
,transaction in question; ,the discussion of which 
ha~ alone given birth to the resolution.-That 
the proclamations, however strictly defensible 
by the la\v of ~ations~ ai applicable to the 

,rights of conquest, were highly oppl'essive in 
their p'rovisions~ and objectionable in their pl;in
ciple;',vould notadinit of a ddubt, even h~d 
not' the open disa\"ow,al of the go\'em~ent 
amounted to' a fuH admission of the fact. It 
ill became the House, th'erefore; to adoptany< 
resolutions which might be constru~d into a 
'virtual ~pprobation of them. ," 

, 'The original motio11 was supported' by th~, 
., \ . 

'Vest India interest'; but its friends professed 
themselves satisfieJ with the public di~avowal 
of the offensive proclamations, and the previoua 
question was' carried \~ith only fourteen, dissen
tient voi~es:' The' first resolution, p'rop()sed by 
Mr. Dundas, passed by 67 votes against 13; 
and, strange'to say, the second, .retlewing the 
vote of than~s, (for whi,ch, it is apprel1ended. 
no precedent can be found in the annals of 
Parliament) was opposed only by one member, 



341 

the younger Mr. Rose, who ,courageously 
resisted all, the efforts , ot pa~ty to render the 
vote unanimous. The Parliament was pro
rogued C?n the .27th 'of June, when the King' 
expressed a hope, founded on the internal situa
tion of France, that the circUlpstances of that 
country might, in their' e'ffects, hasten the 
return of such a state oflorder and regular 
government, as might be capable of maintaining 
the accustomed relations of amity and peace: 
with other powers. 

During this session, the long-prot,racted 
trial of Mr. Hastings terminated in,his honour
'able acquittal on every charge. It is not neees-
sary to call in question the justice ,or the policy 
of his impeachment, though very ~ueh might 
be, and has been,. urged against, both, to sup-, ' 
port a charge of persecution-for persecuted a. 
man must be, whatever his alledgedor real guilt, 
over whose head the sword of the law is, 
suspended for the 'long term of set:~n years! 
Such lengthened trials are repugnant to the 
genius and spirit of British ju~isprudenee. The' 
cause of such unjustjfiable delay in the adminis-' 
tration ot criminill j~stiee, . whatever'it be,! 
ought to be removed. It subjects the: innocent 
man to a punishment as severe' as could be 
inflicted on the guilty. It keeps him, for a 
5eries of years, ina state of constraint, inac-: 



tivity, and suspence, and subjects hitll'to losses ot" 
various ki~ds, more' fI~inous than -any' fine' 

, which the court could impose. The Commons 
threw the blame of the' delay on the Lords; 
who had only devoted' a few' day's in. each 
session to the trial; but the Commons themselves 
were not wholly exempted from censure, since. 
,their managers were 'suffered' tg occupy several 
qays in the' deli very of a' single speech, as' 
if more>ntent on displaying their own pow'ers 

, of eloquence, than jn promoting' the ends 'of 
substantial justice~ , 

I t requires, however, a radical change' in 
tlile mo(fe of conducting impeachments,' before' 
this most 'grievous evil can be' removed . .' There 
ought to be a limited time between the pel'iod' 
for preferring the charges before' the High' 
C'olut of Parliament and the final delivery of 

, , 

the sentence, beyond which no trial shOllld' be' 
p~otracted. At all events, no prorogation of the 
House of Lords'ought to take place until the trial' 
should be over. Another regulation, essential 
to the due administration of -justice, is,. that' 
the court should 'be subjected td the same rules, 
as other criminal courts,-'-so' far as respects the' 
delivery of their verdict,-they ought , not 
,to separate, after' the defence' is' closed, 
until the verdict has been pronounced. "The 
high character which' l\If Hastings bore: the 
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eminent setvicea' which he had rendered to hi~ 
country; his many 'virtues, both public and 
private; aU combined to render his acquittfi.l 'a 
source of !atisfaction to a . great majority of the 
people ; w~ile it heightened, th~ publiC. feeling 
at the oppression which he had endured by the' 
unprecedented length of ~is trial. 

Pending, these d,iscussions, in the ~t'itish 
ParJjamen~ the operations on the Continent' 
were such as could not be contemplated ;without 
. pain, by every friend' to humanity; Poland,. 
on the one hand, exhibited a scene of deso
iation and slaughter, . ,created by the, unprin
cipl,ed ambition" of the most atrocious des-, 
potism ;..:-while France,on the other, displayed 
the triumph of a sanguinary democracy, over 
e~ery principle of Jocial order, and ~very .effort 
of iegitim~te power. In Poland, the EmpreS'!t1 
of Russia,. persistipg in her plan of being ,eifec.,' 
til"'1 Sovereign of, the coUntry, and ~f making 
her, will the law of an independent S,tat~ 
instructed her ambassador~ a Baron Ingelstrohmj 
to insult the King, and to control the procee4-, 
ings of tne" Diet, ,by the presence of ~D', 
a.r~ed force. Under Iluch auspices, the unhappy ~ 
Poles were compelled, to .repel;ll ~ll those laws;, 
and to annul aU those .regulations, which ~ere, 
the . result of their deliberate reflec~ionJ a~d , 
which were calculated to.; ensure the indepen-· 

~ . \ '. . 



d~nce. and happiness of their country. It was 
not possible that.a people, who kQ.ew the vCilue 
of f~eedom,. and whop'ossessed the .. spirit of 
men, could long endure a state .. of such intq~ 
lera~le bondage,' wi~hout making some. effort tp, 
:relif=!ve themsel ves from. these, disgraceful 
s11ackles .. 

During these struggles, Kosciusk.o appeared 
on ,tJltl p~lblic stage,' He was, a soldier,of for
tune; aCGus£ome~ to reyolutitlns;, active" ener
getic, full of resources, an~, ardCIltly atta~hed 
t~ hi!! ~ative country. l~« had. obtained from 
the Revolutionary . Gp"ernmen~ . of Fra~lce, 
whither he had returned, after th~ unsuccessfu~ 
attempt to resist ~he Russians, 'Vhe!! they 
overthrew the Polish Constitution of,l791, !Ir 
.considerable sum of ;money~ with, which he 
fu,tstened back to Poland" an,d,. ~oUecting a larg¢. 
body. ?f people, early in 1 '(94, attacked.: the ' 
Prussi:,m.s and Austrians, .in :'differerit quarters,: 
gained many advantages~' over the,m, a!l<l' 
restored th~ <;onstitu.tion which, Catharine, had 
suppressed. Fifteen thous~nd.Russians .'were, 
at th~~ tifllc, iIi the <;ap~t~l ; but having endea.
vouredl on the approach of Kosciusko~ . to' 
make themselves mastcr~ of the ,arsenal, they 
were succe~sfuny opposed by the armed citizens, 
who, after a desperat~ engage~ilellt,.drove ~hem 
P1;lt of the citY.-,~n May, 1795, the cause of, 



fr~edom appeared more likely to pl'osper than it
had been at any period since the commence~ 
ment, of this un~qual' struggle. The. Polish 
army amounted, to nearly seventy thousand 
men, besides a numerous and warlike peasantry, 
eve .. ready to fly tf) arms, when called upon to 
assist their gallant countrymen. 

But it did not meet the views of the 
neighbouring powers to suffer' this state of 
things to' continue. The King of Prussia, by 
a base dereliction of every principle which he 
advanced when he first entered into, or rather 
formed, the confederacy against France, had, 
in the mostdishonourable· manner, deserted 
the allies, and made a separatlt .peace,with the 
French republic,· whose armies were to be left 
ill possession of the Pru6sian territory. on the, 
left bank of the Rhine. This act was rendered 
niore detestable by the motive which gave, rise 
to it j for· it is clear thaNhe Pruss ian Monarch 
was induced to desist from his oppositiol} to, 
the regicides ~f France, by a desire :to. t;1l1ploy 
his troops again~t the patriots of Poland. . He 
entered that country· with a powerful anp)" 

* This peace was signed at Basil, in Switzerland, on the 
5th of April. 1795, by Baron Hardenberg, on the part of the 
King; and by M. BarthelemJ'o on the., part of· the French 
government. 



laid siege to Cracow, which surrendered on the 
fifteenth of June, and, havi~g p>llected 'all. the . 
Russians in the neighbourhood o(Warsaw, ,h~ ~ 
forDled the siege of the capital,· the speedy. 
reduction of which he regarded as a matter pf; 
. certainty., Kosciu~ko, however, strained every 
nerve to collect an adequate force for the frustra
tion of this design. On the eleventh of- June, . 

. he approached Warsaw, forced all the Russian 
posts, and established himself in an advan
tageous position, iIi front 'of the city.-Here 
his army received constant reillforcements, and, 
he was enabled to throw up formidable intrench..; , 
ments, from which he battered t~e Prusiian camp. 

By these means the Prussians, after bom-. 
barding the city .without effect, at. intervals, 
for seyeral weeks, were, at last, reluctantly 
compelled to raise the' siege· on the fifth· of 
Septe,mber.-But the triumph 'of the Poles was 
of short duration.. A powerful army of Rus-' 
sians no\v emtered their country under the com
mand of Suwarrow, the celebrated conqueror' 
of Ismael, bore down ,all oppOiition, an,d, aftel 
defeating six thousand Poles, under Kosciusko, 
and taking. their general prisoner,· advanced 

. * This 'action' was (ough~ on the. tenth of October.-- ,. 
'The Poles displayed great valour,. and fought with great obst(~ 
Jlacy; but they were at laat compelled to. lield to luperior 

t , .' • .. 
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against the capital itself. The city had a 
garrison of, ten thousand' men, uuder the 
Generals Madalinski and Dambrowski; who 
resolved to defe~d it to the last ex trem ity.
The assailants. under SuwalTow,' amounted to' 
~ixty thousand; the Russian General resolved 
to take; it by assault. The conflict was sus
tained with desperate courage, and unshaken 
resolution, for eight hours, when the Russians 
obtained possession of the subul'b of Prague, 

,where they committed a. dreadful slaughter." 
The city 'being now rendered ,incapable of fur. 
ther resistance, a proposal was made to capitu
late i but the only' teims which the ,inflexible 
conqueror would consent 'to grant, were secu
rity of life and property, forgiveness for the
past,- and permission to all, who did not chuse , 
to capitulate, to leave the place. Warsaw was ' 
delivered up to the enemy on' the 'l9th of Sep
tember; and, before the close of the year, the 
whole country' was completely subjugated.
The Polilih Monar~hy was dissolved'; its ter~ 
ritory divided between the three neighbouring' 

IIUlDberi. The l'oliaA General. PoniatooSki. who was ¢ltioned. 
with 4.000 men. to preyent any reintDrcemeot trom being sent 
to the RllSIiaDl engaged with K.osciluko. Degl~t~ to perfonn 
his duty; aod to that neglect. the 1058 of thi. battle. which. 
l10twithstanding the amalloesa of the mimbers engaiecJ on either' 

, .we,decided the fate of Poland, wlSuct-ibed.' f' " I 



powers, Rdssia,Pru~sia, and Austria; and its 
Sovereign,' degraded into a l11iserable stipendiary 
of' the court of St. Petersburgh! . .,In this 
instance, the thI:ee potentates, who had first, 
and most loudly, reprobated the outrageou~. 

conduct of the French Revolutionists, con
cUlTed ill pursuing a similar li11e of conduct 
themselves. 'Without the smallest provocation, 
or .any colourable pr~text, they iI}vaded the. 
kingdom of' an independent pmyer, dictated 
laws to him in his capital, destroyed the con
stitution of his country, murdered his subjects 
for their loya,lty and patriotism, and, finally, 
hurled him fi'om his Throne. In their condemna
tion of the rebels and regicides of France, these 
Princes pronounced their own sentenc(!.-An act 

- of greater violence and injustice stains not ;the 
,annals of guilty ambition. It has e)l.torted the 
maledictions of the 'present a:ge,~and posterity 
·will receive it with execration ~nd horror! The 
fall of the kingdom 'of }>oland may be clliHly. 
ascribed to the radical defects in her Constitution, 
which l~ft no~ to the King..suflicient power, nor 
to the people sufficient freedom. A turbulent, 
overbearing, a~d tyrannical, ari~to~racy .domi~,· 
neered alike over their Sovereign. and .. their. 
Slaves. 'The intrigues, . inseparable from ali . 

. elective monarchy" were most tiilfavourable to . 
the establishment of any settledsy~tem of , .. 
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government; white they invited the -mere in
terference and encroachments of the neigh
bouring state!!. At the same time that the 
})olishnohle!! enslaved the peasantry, and fet
tere4 the Crown', they were not pf sufficient 
strength themselves, eithel' to prevent such 
encroachments, or to supply the defect of 
popular freedom, on the one hand, and of regal 
prerogative, on the other. That the state -~f 
t~e people was rendered worse by this dismem
berment of .their country is very far f!'Om cer ... 
lain j but even admitting their condition to 
have been improved,- that -consideration affo.rds 
no excuse for the, injustice of lhe act. It is 
worthy' of remark, that the Re\'oIutionary 
GO\'el'illnent of France, who had formed a 
secret allia~ce witli the Patriots of Poland, 
departed, in this instance, from their usual 
policy; and; in violation of their own gre~t 
principle of giving libert~ to all nations, who 
should demQnd it at 'their hands, l'cfused t9 
assist the only people in Europe who requir«t 
their aid, in securing their freedom ~l1d il1d0 .. 
pendence against the attacks' o~ unprincipled 
Ilnd in~atiate ambition; 

The Tulers of the French Republicha,,-ing' 
: completed _ the conquest' 'of Holland, and 
~etached the King of Prussia: f,.om the con. 

fedel'a'ey~ noW' directed their att~ntioll. t(! ;tile 
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conclusion of a peace with Spain •. The feeble" 
government of Madrid had but ill-seconded the, 
gallantry of the troops, and. the generous "spirit 
of' -the people; and, " CJ.fter some inadequate 
attempts to 'resis't the "progress of the FrencD, 
who had gained a footing -in the frontier pro-

'vincesof Spain, the Minist.ers consented ·to 
open a negotiation at ,Basil,' where a peace wa~ 
concluded on the, twenty-second 'of July, by 
which the Spanish part. of the iiland of Saint 
Domingo, in the West' Indies,was ceded to 

" the: French, in ,return "for the restoration of . aU
th~ places -which they had taken' from th<: 
Spaniar.ds. Spain acknowledged the ,French 
and Batavian Republics, and' France accepted 
. her mediation in favour of PortugaJ,' Naples, 
S!1rdinia, and Parma, whenever their respective 
,Sovereigns should be' disposed to make peace. 
This wise policy of diminishing the number 
of their enemies, without any sacrifice of ' their 
grand objeGts, 0.1', of their leading principlest 

,vas persisted. in, by the prevailing party in the 
Fre9ch governmeQt,after the death of Robes

,pierre, for' some time j a~d it led them to exert 
- every effort to pacify .the )loyalists in La Vend~e . 
. For thi~ purpose,' tht'y made the most liberal 
, offera:. to Char~tte ,and Co~aI'tinJ the chiefs of the' 
Vendea,ns a04 the ~C,h~u;tns; and, -forsaking' all 

. \he hia-h and tbre;;Ltenin~ lan~age of contempt 
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and revenge, they, at length, ~sented to treat 
with these " leaders of banditti," a$ - they ha~ 
been SQ frequently styled in the ·ConventioQ, 
on a footing of equality, and to suffer the~ 
to prescribe .terms wh~ch placed the ',People, 
under thei, influence .and protection~ in a much 
better situation than all the other i~habitants 

. of France.' By the treaty which Cl>aret~e 
,Iigned, in the .name, and- ,ou b~half, of th,e 
. Vendeans, ou the 7th of March, 1795) the 
Convention stipulated. to advance. eighty mil
lions of livres (nearly four millions sterling) 
to indemDify the inhabitant$ of La Vendee for 

,the losses which they had sustained from tile 
t;l,vages of civil war, and. the wanton devasta .. 
tions 9f the conventional agents. -Four millions 
,were· assigned for discharging the ,contracts 
made by' the. Vendean ,Generals. Th~ com
uland of two thou;and ~en.to be stationed in 
La Yendee, and .paid i?y the government, was 
given to Charette, who was also to make olft 
,a list of. ~uch per$ons as were to l>c.b3;nished 
.from the country: The, free exercise of the . . 

: Catholic worship was ~llowed. and permission 
given ,~o ,purchase .~: church for the purpose. 

"on cOJ;ldition only that it should have no bells, . 
;aJl<l. that no .t"terior . cerem,onie. should be' 
;observed. The non~jufing priests ,were per
.mitted tQ return to La. Vendee • .and to b, 
" " .. . •. # ... 



restored to ·theit patrimonial estates, . but Dc;)t 

,~o their benefice~; the Repuhlican division of 
countries into districts and municipalities was 

. not ~to extend to LaVendee; aRd last,· though 
not Jeast, ~his .favoured country was- fOl'JIlaIly 
exempted'i'rom the effect of the terrible law 
of ,'equisitiolls, for the term of nveyears.
'TIle only, return stipulated for these iIhpor
tant' concessions\\'a~; the ackn(Jl~ledgment if the. 

'. French Republic.- Term!! nearly asfavo,urable 
were granted to the' Chouans" by a separate 
treaty. . , 

But it must not be supposed that" how
ever important the object to be. attained by the 
pacification of La:.v endee was to the Repub
lican, goyernment, they were .either sincere'in 
· their reconciliation, or meant to abide by the 
tenns which they had granted. They knew 
tha,f, by this means, they should break the 
very bon<1 of the Royalist confederacy ; that 
they should render it a matter of great difficulty 
to the members of it to re·collecttheir scatt'ered 
forces, and to resume. offensive operations;
and they hoped, by jri~piring the chiefs· with 
a, blind confidence, either gradually to gain 

· them over to the H.epublican interest1 01 so to 
· put them off, their' guiml, that they might be 
easily seized, whenever the government should . , , , 

,be prepured to throw off the mask. Indeed, 
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the ,'ery terms Df the treaty sufi"lCe 'to iJ»~t111 
mistrust of their motives, and 6US 'o~o:m~ 
their designs i-for some .of .them .were a -'~~ 
\'iolation ·of existing laws; those, for ~nstance4 
which related to the division@f the country, 
and the exem.ption from requisitions. Indeed, 
it sorn:t became ;apparen·t, that tlJere did not 
exist the smallest intention, on tlle part of the 
Revolutionary govemment, to fulfil these stipu:' 
lations. They .detai,ned tile .Qfficers whom they 
had received 'as ..nos~ge.s, ,after the Vendean 
leaders had performed .every .conditiop imposed 
UpOD them i-and they soon after, ,u.rxIer.a false 
pretext, apprehended Comartin, ·the ~ader ~ 
the .Chouans. The consequence of this trea· 
chelY was, that the Chouans ,had again recourse 
to annSj-as they.invested the town of Grand .. 
champ, they were attacked by .a superior body 
of RepublicanS; who ,came ujlon them by Bur
plize, on' the twenty-.eighth· ofMay~. too~ 
several of their officers,. and put them, to 
flight. 

The British Ministen were duly .appl·ized 
of all these movernents. and Mr. Windham, 
in whose {iepartment the correspondem;e lay, 
bad kept ·up a constant communication with 
the French Royalists, as well in France as in 
other countries. It IS highly probable, from 
the natural disposition of ~he human mind, to 
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'believe every object of earn~st desire easy of 
attaimnent, that the unhappy emigrants coD.vin~
edMr. Windham that the' power' and resources 
of the Royalists' were' much greater than they 
really were': ' I t is, however, certain' that had 
'tlley received effectllal iassistance', from this, 
country two years before, .had a powerful army, 
'witb abuildance' of 'arms, : ammunition, and 
accoutrements, for their followers, been, then 
sent to join them, a most' important' diver
sion might have been created, and, possibly, 
the Republic might have been shaken to its very 
centre. It was not now too late to as'sist the 
French Royalists; though the difficulty of afford
ingeffectual assistance was considerably inGreased, 
and though an infinitely,greater fotce would be 
necessary now to enabtethem to make a success
ful stand, than would have heen requisite for the 
same purp0S'e.pretious' tothe death of D'Elbte 
and ·Bonchamp. The einignints' were them
selves divided as to the plan of operations 
best calculated to be productive of success;
While some were for limiting the attempt to 
tllose countries in which. the Vendeans and 
Chouans had signalized their courage, and dis
played their loyalty, othe,rs insisted on' the 
necessity ofa more comprel~ensive system, or' a 
more' extended line of action. These founded 
their' opinion on the existence of numerous 



bodies pf meul attached .to MonarcllYI in the 
different: provinces of. Guienne, Languedoc; 
Provence, the Lyonnoisl and Alsace;. and they 
recommendf~ . that .. an: expediti.g~ sho~ld be' 
.undertaken ill, six; grand divisionst~those p~ 
the coa/lt to b~ .composedqf English; ,and those" 
on .the squthern f~o\ltier to consi~t of A~strians. 
This formi,Iabte a~tack.would. it wa~ conceived; 
call forth the ~pirit of royalty, in e\py qUill"
ter of the Republic, and c;reate s~ch a force: as 
her rulers\Yould no~ be ~ble .to subdue •. The 
advocates for this ~cheme further maintainedt . . .. . .' " " 

that.it would be muth; better ~osend no expe-
dition at aU, than to send one. 011 a ~~n~a,?~ed . 
scat.e, 'Y~ich would only serve ~o draw !tpe 
Roy~ti$ts forth to cer~ain pestrf1c~jon. There 
could be no doul?t ,that ilplan so extensi\·e". if 
it could be carried into. efft;ct,.,wastijemyst 

• wise and politic' of allY that ~ould ~e adopted. 
13ut the situation of Austria,;' at this moment. 

( .' ,~. ' ~ 

deserted as sh~ wasJ>y her Continental,¥lliesy 

and pressed by, the immense ,force. of ,:F~ance, 
rendered her, incapable of contributing. ~o .t~ 

.success of such a' scheme, in the, way pl'Opos~d. 
It only remained, t,herefore, for C;~D:sil~rr,!-!i9n, 
whether Great Britain. should, with' the re--

, ' .. ./, . 
lources at her cornp1and, send ,. s~ccours t~ t,b,e 
. Royalists in Britta~y,. an~ .the, ~djacen.t pro
"inees. . He.n:, inde~d" t~e. alte,rnative ~ug

Aa ~ 



856 

g~sted was' worthy of ,the cleepestaftention J--
and, without, having . recourse t~ ,the most 
'Unfait mode of judging, from'" ,the event, it 
appears dear, that. little' success ',could ,be 
Jts-pected from such limited assistance as a sm~l1 
·force toul£! afford; 'If' twenty' thousand ,British 
troops h~(l'been employed for this ;purpose, i!1 
,audition to the force which the emigrants coukl' 
muster, the' expedition ·would ha,,-e enabled the 
'Ro:yalists iri France to shew themselves without 
danger; and the extent of. their force, and t~ 
practicability 'b( their 'plans; would thus have 
been fully 'aScertained; while a powerful diver
'gionw-ould have'been,creltted,highty favourabie 
to th'e operations of ou.raUies on the Rhine. 

'The British Cabinet, h2\l"ever" appeared 
'Unwilling to adopt any decisive plan of Opera
tions 'oil the ,French, Cl>ast,' and deter'ruintd to 
-let' the' Royalists act for themseh-es, with such 
'assistance of arms and money as England could 
'afford; Agreeably' to this decision, a loman, 
'armament was prepared in the nwnth of June.
It'consisted of all the emlgrantnohility, then 
in England; .who had enlisted inthei .. service, 

'with more ~eal than "prudence. a number of 
"French prisoners of war, who were Repub!icans 
in heart, and ',who only 'Yantedan opportunity' 
to return to·their native country. The'whole 

"formed a, body Of about three thousand men, , 



who were :landed on a' peninsulil;' in: tIle bay of 
Quiberorl, o~ the, sou,t~rn coast ,of Brittany, 
on the Sl7th of J u~e. . ~ere. ~hey attacked '" 
'fort, defended, by Ulree' thousilnq R~plll?licani .. 
which they' 'speedily reduc~d; 'and were, in a 
few days, joined by a: body of Chouans, wh<? 
increased theit numbers' to twelve thQwand, 
'During this tirue 'arma were distributed among 
the people of the cQUntry, who were favour~ 
,ably disposed; and sanguiqe expectati'oJls w:et:e 
enter~ained of being able to raise an army 
capable of opposing ~he :Republkans, in the 
Jield; 

Count p' fIerville, a ~llant and experienced 
officer. now. placed hitl1self a~ ~he head of ,~ 
large body of Chouans, 8;n4 tna<le an attemp~ 
to penetrate jnto the country; bl)~on the 
approach of a small Republican force, his fol· 
lowers forsook him, in the· most dastardly 
manner, threw down their arms, and fled. 1'-:1 
order to confine the Royalists to the contracte~ 
5pace of the peninsula which they occupied, the 
Republicans erected three forts at the neck of it. 
These the Royalists resolved to attack on the 
night of'thelSth of July . ..--They carried two 
of them j' but, being excessively galled by
,a masJ.red." battery,. on : their approach, to . the . 
third, they were, cOII?pelled to retreat; and 

. were' indebted for their safety to the seas~b¥: 
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fire from the Blitish ships, which che.cked the 
l'ictorious Republicans In their pursuit, and 
made them fly in their tum. 'rhe .failure of this 
attempt produced 'disseIitlons among the 
Royalists, which wer~ reported, with gl:eat 
exaggeratIons, 'no doubt, 'to the Republican 
G:enera~, H<?che, by'those French prisoners who 
had, ~een enlisted' in EnglimJ, and who 'now 
deserted;" Through: 'the treachery of these 
miscreant8, Hoche obtained the \vatch-word of 
the Royalists. wll(~secamp he s~rprised in the 
night of the !Oth of July, and took or slew the 
greater part of them. Th~ ,young Count de 
Sombreuil, however,. at the 'head' of a gallant 
body of emigrants, ,continued ,to make such a 
desperate resistance that Hoche was induced to 
~nter into a, capitulation with them, by which 
they were to be treated as prisoners of war, and 
their personal safety insure,d~ .All the stores, 
,amnlunition, and baggage, fell into the hands 
of the enemy. T~us ended this aboiti\'e 
attempt, ill. which some of the best blood of 
ancient France was she(t. Sombreuil, and his 
gallant associates; were, by anlost sca~(lalou~ 
breach of, faith, trieo, con~Iemned,' and ~xe .. 
c~trd, as traitors. One hundred and eight): .. 

'seveq Royalists, including the Bisbop of ,Dol, 
ancl sf:Y~ral of his c;lergy~ ~vho ~ad accompan~ed 
'~h~ expedition, wel:e niurdertd, in ,fold blood, 
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on this occasion. The British squadron hovered 
()n theco~st for some time; and, h~Ylng failed 
in an attempt'to take t~e Island ~f~oirmoutier, 
succeeded in gaining possession of Isie Dieu, 
which they fortified. ' , 

The alarm, however, which this expe
dition, all disastrous as it pro\'ed, gave to the 
rulers of the Rep~blicJ induced them to keep 
a portion of those forces which were destined to 
act against Germany, in the countries adjoining 
the coast of Brittany. This, and the immense' 
loss of men which their dear~bought victories 
11ad .occuioned, deprived their operations on 
the Rhine of that character of vigour ana 
'activity which they 'had been'accustomed to' 
bear. Of all the possessions of· Austria, on 
the French side of the Rhine~ I.uxemhurgh 
only remained. - 'This was invested; and, 
receiving no' relief, it surrendered, by capitula.; 
~ion, on the '17th of June. Jourdan crossed the 
Rhine, in August, took Dusseldorf, and com
pelled the Austrians to retire. Pichegru, soon 
after, reduced Manheim, and gained a footing 
on the rigl,lt hank of the' river, so as to'inter
cept the communication between the two 

. Austrian armies, under the respective commands' 
of, Clerfayt and W).lTmser. One strong division 

, ()f, the French, having pushed forwards" at
tacked a 'part of Wurmser's army, which they 

• i.. ~ , !., ~ I • I ' • " , ' 
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defeated; but, being lllOXe intent on plUnder 
tHan on' impl'oving their\'ictory •• they were 
attac~ed" in theit turb, by the AustlOiaIl 
cavalry; ane?, after sustaining considerable loss, 
compelled to faU back upon Manheim. eler. 
fayt, lllranwhile, having received reinforce!' 
ments, advanced' against Jourdan's' army, which 
bad now iu\'csted Mentz; anJ,' 'falling upon its 
rear, put it to flight, and tool: the 'batteriing 
train destined for the siege., Jourdan: was; com· 
pelted ,to retire to Dusseldorf; and. beingdosely 
t)ressed by' the Austrians, he suftered greatly 
in his retreat. After tbese disasters, Pi-chegru, 
having thrown' ten thousand men 'into Manheim, 
.'e-crossed tlle Rhine, arid repaired to ,the en. 
trenched' camp before 1\1eutz, which was very 
soon qttacked by the Austrians, with such 
vigour <;lnd effect, that the French were com~ , 
pletd'y defeated, all tbeir" works demolished, 
aud &U their artilTery taken., Clertayt, having 
attained this objecf, and raised the siege' of 
Mentz, effected a junction with Wurmser, and 
hastened to attack Jourdan, whO' was speedily 
compelled to retreat" He was {oUo'wed' closely 
by the ,A.ustrians, who again obtained posSeS&iOll 
of the Palatinate, and' of the ' country between 
the Rhine and the Mbseile j ,and we;'e prepaling 
tel extend their conquests', \Vhell therr career of 
yictory wa~ stopped by tl'U: tiinely' jlmction of 
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J aurdan's army' with that of Picbegru.l\Iati .. 
heim, however, was recovel'ed, after a short 
aiege-, and the gatl1tsOn, consisting of eight 
thousand men,' the rest ,ha,:ing perished ill the 
defence of the place, sUl'rendercd pllisoners of 
war. The approach of winter put an end to the 
campaign, after an u$eless effusion of blood; 
and a suspension of arms, for three months, 
""as agl-eed on b<.>tween the hostile generals. , 

'During these military opel'ations, the 
interior of the French Republic was far fcom 
that state of tranquillity which .the de$tructioil 
of the system, uf. terror had. given reason ·to 

,expect. That -system pad IItill. itl advocateS, 
-wlro had 110 ot~er chance fOl' distinction and 
profit than its revival could afford; and though 

,they formed;a contemptible minority, ~npoin.t 
of numbers, they knew, by exp~'ieuct,that 
activity, l"csofution, and vigour, would, often 
supply the defect of numerical strength •. The 
trial and execlltio~ of th~ Judges and Jurors of 
the Tribunal of' Blood, established by Robes
pierre. of the Public 'Accuser, and of several 
other agents and ,emissaries, of· terror, at onCe 

: alarmed and enraged them; and, mustering 
their forces, in tIle factiuus auburb' of St; 

, Anthony, they", resoh-ed to try the fffec~, of a 
: measure which had often succeeded in th<; early 
, stages or the revolution •. Th~lmarched against 
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the ConrentioIl, on the twentieth of ,May;" 
and, demanding, bread ,and ~he constitution 'of 
1793, they entered the hall, and loaded ,the, 
melllbers with insults, ,reproaches, and abuse._ 
One of the members, Ferrand" was killed by 
the mob; , and, his head, being ,cut off, was, 
stuck on a pike. Most of the others sought 
for safety in flight; and, but few remaining, 
except, those. who favoured the view's of the 
insurgents, four of ' these successfully DlOut:tted 
'the tribune,-purou, GQujon, Dusquesnoi, and 
Barbotte,-,-and proposed- various decrees, the 
object of which, was ,to repeal the laws which 
had been passed against the, Terrorists, Robes
pierre, and his adherents. But the, armed citi
zens, and a. pody of soldiers, having"at length 
.mar~hed, to the relief of the Convention, the 
insurgents deemed it pt;udent to decamp; and 

: the members returning, the d~crees just passed 
'were repealed, ,and tranquillity was apparently 
restored 

,The same scene, however, was renewed 
, on the following day. :The Jacobins, reinforced 
by great numbers of the most desperate and 
abandoned of the populace, and provided with 

,artillery, again, as~ailed the ,Convention, who 
were reduced to ,tbe .necessity of feigning a 

,compliance with all ,their, demands ;-satisfied 
with which, they, 'consCllteq ,t~·, disperse.-



They meditated; however, a third attac~; but 
the Convention haanow adopted the neces
fiary pre~autions; and collected, such a· force, 
as to sanction, and give effect to, the 'tone of 
authority which they resolved to assume.
ThUs strengthened, they declared to the. inSUf4 

gents, that, unless tJley de1hoered up their 
'Iums, together with . the murderer of. Fer
rand, they should be' proclaimed rebels, and 
Heated as such. . The insurgents, ·who had 
heen apprized of the resolution . of ,the armed 
citizens to support" the Convention; had. made 
preparations for their own defence, by closing; 
as \\'eU as they could, all the avenues to their 
head~quarters, the suburbs of -Saint Anthony. 
But being threatened with a bombardment, 
the inhabitants, dreading the destruction of 
their houses, compelled them to surrender at 

I 

discretion; for the Convention had wisely-
refused to listen to any conditions. This spirit, 
'Of resistance had spread much wider than bad 
been' at first sllspected. The Jacobins of Tou
lon had taken arms, and, in a conflict with 
,their opponents, had slain' a member of the 
Convention j but, on their march to join their 
confederates at Marseilles, they were overtaken 
by some troop~of the line, who dispersed them· 
'with great slaughter. Collot IiHerbois, with 
llilIaud Varennes, and Barrere, members of 



Robespierre's Committee of Public Safety; and 
partners jnhis crimes, had been sentellc~d to 
be tr/l.nspprted to G~iana; but the Convention, 
enrage~l at these new plots, repented of their 
lenity, aud now resolved to inflict on them a 
ieverer punishment. Fortunately, however, for 
the culprits, the two first of them had sailed 
before the order to send them back to Paris 
reached the po.rt at' which they embarked. 
Barrere was thrown into 'prison; but he con
trived to ,escape the ha11ds of justice, ,nd was 
reserveel to become oI)e of the confidential wri
ters of Buonaparte. 

the unhappy ,son of Lo~is -XVI.' whol 

~ince th\f 'death of his father, had remained a 
prisoner .in the Te~ple, <lied, on the 9th of June, 
iu the tw.elfth year of his age. His premature 
death was owing to the diabolical means used 
by the infamou~ wretche,S to whos~ care he h~d 
been entrusted; for; debilitating 'bis body, an'd 
rendering it a prey to disease. 'The Convention, 
who had consigned hill) to their custody~ arid 
who sa(lctioned ~be base and inhnman - treat-

.. ment . which he experien~ed, were as' much 
guilty of his -Jllurder as if they had, by a for:' 
mal, vote, consigned him to the £~affold~ It' 

. was,'probably, the'general'<::orriJni~ratioD, ,which 
, the f(j.te: of' ~l}i~ poor,pel'sec!lted QQY, this in no
~ :~nf . rl~scendall t:" pf a 101)$ line Qf Kings) 



excited, that- induced the pr~sent rulers' tQ 
liberate the only.remiliuing child of their mur· 
dered Sovereigns. A negotiation for restoring 
her to liberty, by exchanging. the Princes$ 

I Royal of France for the <;ommissioners arrested 
by Dumomiet, .and for. the French AJIl1 bassa<iors . 
to the· Porte; .who had been intercepted, Ilnd 
seized by the Austrians, .ai41pened' in the 
Summer, and ,brought toa conclusion at the 
close of theyeat, when this virtuous and tljli
able Princess was conveyed to Basil, whence she 
proct"Cded to Vienna • 

. After the bumiliation and supprf!lsion 'of 
the Jacobin Insurgents, ,the attention, of the 
COl1ventioI\ was devoted, (turing t\1e remainder 
of the Summer,' to the fOllllation' of another 
new constitution.-This 'b\rSintss was cqnfided 
to a committee of eleven 1'nembt-rsr+"Lanjuinais, 
Lare\'eillere - Izpaux, Thibaudeao, . Boissy
D'.r\nglas, Le Sage, Latollche, Louvet, Berthier, 
Daunou,Durafld, flnd Baudin, who completed 
their JabtmFs in the 'fDonth of ) ufle, 'On the 

'twenty-third of· whichrnonth they pre$entM . 
the fruits of them to the Com-entioR. ,This , 
De\V s-pecimen of the wonderful p.·o'ficiency of 

. French legislators, in the -difficult. science {;If _ 
,making constitutions, underwent long and seri. 
ous discHssion·s. It vested the l:xecuti~e 'po~~ 
in fj,ve. persons, to be' nominated -by the Leg~ ... 
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Iature, and to be called the Directory. They 
·were'to be forty years of age, and lriusthave either 
'be~n members of the Legislative body, or have 
filled some of the great offices under the govern
ment, which, however, they must have resign.ed 

, a whole year, before they could become eligible. 
One of the Directors was to go out yearly, and ano

,ther, to be elected in his stead,; and no one couId 
be re-chosen till after an interval of five years. 
,. The, Legislatiye power was vested .in two 
councils i-the Council of Elders, consisting of 
two hundred and fifty members; and the ~un
cil of Five Hundred. One-third of the members 
of, each, council were t~ lose their, seats every 
year . ......,.They might be re-elected on their first 

'resignation; but not aftet, until an illterval of 
; two, years ,had expired. The right of pro
,posing laws was vested, exclusively, in the 
,Council. of Five Hundred; and. the righ~ .of 
,acceptance, or rejection, ,in the Council of 
Elders. The resolutions of . the former, .when 
sanctioned by tIle latter, became laws.-:-Wllfn 
rejected, they could not be presented again to
the Council of- Elders for' two years. The mode 
prescribed for the election of Directors, was. 
this :...:....the Council of Five Hundred, were to 

.,make out a list of ten persons for each.Direetor~ 
out of w weh, the Council of, Elders were to 

. chuse one.,-The ,Directory mig~t i,nvite, th~ 



Legislature to take subjects' into their con
sideration; but could 'lay no plans or proposals 
before ,them, except suth as related to peace or 
war. No treaty, concluded by; the Directory 
was, valid without the ratification ofithe Coun

,cils, without whose consent, too, no war could be 
tn teted uport. 

The people of France, who were little able 
. to judge Of the merits, or 'demerits, of' poUtica! 
institutions, except by their effects, instead of 
analysing this new constitutiol'l, with a· view' to 
ascertain, the' extent of .its: positive excellence, 
contented themselves l\Yith 'comparing; it with 
its immediatepredecessor;~a comparison which 
could not fail to be ~dvailtageous to this, last 
offspring of legislative wisdom, and to inspire 
a certain degree of satisfaction, and co~tent~J..-
It promised, indeed, the freedom, 'of worship, 
and the Liberty of the Press ; b~t these :advan
tages were confer.red, in theory, ,by:the . first 
revolutionary code, though, in-point of prac
tice, ,they no more existed- in Fran~e, than in 

, China; and there' 'was no more secllritv for 
, u -

their enjoyment in future, than there. had been 
heretofore. It did not8uit the -views of the 
present ad,"ocates of. moderation; ,to: relax . i~ 

,their 'severity against those firm adherents to 
'he religion 'and la\vs of their ancestql's-..the 
Emigrants.-On the conti-arYl by ont! '()f· the 



a.rticles of the new code, it was positive1y 
declared, that in no possible case would the 
return of those Frenchmen be allowed~ who 
had abandoned their country, after the fifteenth
of July, 1789; and, by the ·assumption of a 
power which they did npt, and could Dot, 
possess, they forbade the Legislature to make 
ariy further exceptions in favour of this unhap. 
py aJlCl ~eritorious description :of men, -

This constitution, like those which pre .. 
ceded it, was .prefaced with a decla~tioll of' 
the Rights of Man; but the definition now 
given, or rather attempted to be ginn. to the 
,equality which it sanctioned, wasessentia}ly 
different from the sig~ification of the same 

- term, as defined by the ;fol1ller e:ocpasitors of 
rev01utionary doctrines and law8, Equality 

, was n0W' declared to consist in this,-" that 
:." the law 1S to be the same for all,whether 
." it pr0tect, orw'b(:ther it ;punish." Now, this 
is nO'mort:, a definition of equality, than it is a 
de~nition 0fproperty. It is, in fact, an attri· 
bute of law; and ·these metaphysicai philoso..
.phers, these legislative sages, who had the' 
vanity to think themselves Competent to frame 
laws, 'and- a constitution, for subject millions, 
and have been praised for theil' great abilities, 
their promptitude of ill,tellectual and active 
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p~~ersJ • had not the sense to percei ve the dif-: 
terence between a definition of equality, and an 
attribute of law. They absolutely confounded 
equality and law; objects its distin~t as any 
terms of different import; as a variety of ranks, 
and the foundation iof every moral or politicaJ 
principle. t Though it is difficult to understand 
how a principle characteristic of law could be 
received by a w:hdle nation as a definition of 
equality, it was easy to discover the intention 
of committing· this palpable fraud, whi~h, 

devised by the committee of eleven, .passt;~ 
current wIth the rest of the Convention, and 
with ~he people ~t large, EqualitY)lad been 
the ladder by which every aspirhlg 4emagogue; 
from the first dawn of the revolutiont Ihad 
reached the summit of power. . As it was 
equally accessible to every man Qf .unprincipled 
ambition, it had stimulated new competitors., 
who, having thus attained the object o~ their 
pursuits, passed away, in rapid succession, like 

. the figures in a phanta&magoria, Hence ,the 
possession of power was dangero~s and. prc~ , 

• See Dr. Bisset's History of the Reign ot George ~Il. 
Vol. VI. and Ottridge'. Annual Register (01'.1795. passi~. 

t The rile, progress. and ctJnsefJuen~es of tMlICW opinio7li 
and principles lately introduced into France, with ollservations •••• , 
P.I64. 

VOL. IV. Db 



370 

carious in proportion to the' facility with which. 
it was. obtained. The framers of the pre~ent 
Gonstitution, )V~re fully sensible of this evil, 
and, therefore, resolved, to destroy the ladder 
by wpich they had climbed to the sovereignty, 
that no fresh succession {If demagogues might 
use it for the same purpose, to theIr prejudice. 
They, . therefore: banished equality from their 
constitution and laws. But, in order to deceive 
the people" and to, p,reserve to themselves t;he 
reputatio:Q. of being the friends of eguality, 

, they ,had iritroduced t,he w(Jrd equality into 
their- declaration of the ;Rights of Man, and 
had even asserted)t to be one of those rights; 
'but that equality, might cease to be formidalrle 
to themselves,they made·ita,1most synonimous 
with la",:-,-a. new meaning which had -ne,"er 
been affixed til it in any language since 'the cre- . 
ation of the world! to . . 

Another revolutionary 'inst~ument which 
had proved, extremely efficacious ill, facilitating 
the 'mighty work of subverting the Throne and 
the Altar, and of eradicating, from the minds 
of the people, every relig~ous and ,moral prin
,ciple, -and sentiment, it was now deemed 
expedient to throw aside. Four articles of the 
;new Codet were devoted to the prohibiti9n of 

tt Ibid. P.165. t Art. 361. 362. 363. 364. 



aU popular clubs, of whatever'denomination.
It was declared, that 00 assembly of citlzens 
could assume t~e appellation of popular sOCiety; 
that no private society, for the discussion of 
political questions, could corrt'spond, or -be, 
affiliated, ,with another; nor hold' public sit
'tings, composed of members and assistants dis
tinguished from each-other; not impose con
di tions of admission and. eligilJility. ; nor exer
cise the right of expulsion; nor give ' foits 
members any external mark of distinction.
The people 'could exercise' their political rights 
only in the primary and municipal assemblies. 
Any man, individually, might present petitions 
to the public authorities; but 'all collectivepeti
tions wer~ forbidden, except the petitions of 
'public bodies in matters connected with their 
'immediate functions.-And petitioners of every 
description were, lastly, enjoined never to'lose 
sight of the respect due to the constituted -autho
rities. A singular injunction to be'placed in a con
stitutional code; though it is not eX:traordinary, 
that it should lia\"esuggested itself to any' of 
themembers of an assembt'y which ~adfound it 
necessary, but a. few weeks Le(ore, to forbid, by a 
legislative decree, the use of personal i~vectives, 
'and abusive language, by any of theulselves, 
under pain of impriso~ment. But it is curious 
to remark, that, ,while' the members 'of the 
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British Opposition were contending that cor
responding and aiJiliated societies were not only 
constitutiomil, . but perfectly compatible .with 
the peace and security of the kingdom, the. 
very men who were the original projectors of 
such so~ieties, who had furnished the model of 
them to thdr admiring votaries, and servile 
imitators in this country. warned by the dreadful 
~xperience of their destru~tive efficac,:y, and by 
their perf(!ct inadequacy to the accomplishment 
of a,ny one purpose. of practkal utility, no\v 
proclaixne<i t9 th~ world the danger of their 
(!xistence, and their total incompatibility with 
social order, under any form of government.
These clubst like:: equality, had been the means 
of a<l-vancing many of the most sanguinary 
revolutionists to the highest pinnacle of power; 
they had been the instruments by which. diffe
:rent revolutions in the government ha<i been: 
effected; they 11ad been successfully employed to 
<:xcite political insurrections, and to fill the 
minds of the soldiers with revolutionary prin
c,iples ;-.,..and the leading xnen in the present 
government were indebted to them for whatever 
portion of pow€r they possessed, for whatever 
degree of consequence they enjoyed. Nothing, 
therefore, but the full conviction of their, dan:
g'erous tendency, of the impQssibility of giving 
any thing "like consistencYa or permanency, to 



the new constitution, white they were aliowed 
to exist, joined to a secret dread th~t they might 
be used as instruments for their own destruction. 
could have induced these men to consent to 
their suppression. 

The novel attempt to vest the executive 
power in five persons, and many other regula
tions in this code, were little calculated to pro
duce that union of sentiment, and that 'vigour 
of action, which are essential to good govern
ment, and, consequently, to the well-being of 
a state. It seems, indeed, if we suppose the 
committee to have been actuated by any fixed 
principle, that it was their leading object, in 
appointing a Directory, to preverit unanimity, 
and to encourage dissention. Their jealousy of 
the executive power induced them to deprive it 
of any thing which could impart eriergy to itii 
councils, decision to its measures, or dignity 
to its character; while it led them to-establish 

. that independence of the legislative body, 
which gave it a marked superiority over the 
supreme power in the state, and which was, in 
fact, incompatible with the existence of an 
efficient executive power. The five directors 
appear to' have been intended as spies on each
othe~; and to have been deprived of the 
privilege of prorpguing or dissolving the legis
lati ve bodies, for the purpose of lea viDg these 



last the power o( dismis~ing tl;lem" if they 
should find them adverse to, their o\vn views, 
qr inadequate tq the pllrpose~ for. which they 
were ~reated., 

When they had completed their constitu. 
t~Ol1, the C~mvention, disposed rather 'to violate 
a principle. than tq resign ,their power, tacked 
to the new c~d~ two decrees, the object of 
which,was to compel the people to elect two
third~. of the, members of the' new councils. 
from the deputi~s'of the existing' assembly.
These. decrees being ~ttacht;d~o ,th~ constitu~ 
tional ,code; 'were supposed~ bytnany, to form 
a part of it; and, as they did not feel t~emselves 
at liberty to ,m~ke partial exceptions, bl.).t'ima-, 
giued themselves called upon 'to accept 9r reject 
the whole. they 'gave their llssent to tht: decrees 
which they disapprm'ed, rather than' negative 
the constitution, which ~they had not time to, 
examine; but which, they took for granted,. 
1I1ust be better than the last. The Convention, 
meanwhile, exercised 'every' art of intrigue to 
render this monstrous abuse. of power palatable 
to tile nation; and they su.cceeded, by their 
sophistry, in persuading numbers, that it would, 
be highly dangerous' to t~ust the safety of the_ 
State to new and inexperienced men, and thus 
induced the helief, that, in gratifying their 
private ambition, they were actuated, solely, 
byadesire to promote the public good. 
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The majority of the nation, Qowever. 
decidetlly condemned, both the decrees them~ 
lIelves, and tilt mode by which their accepta~ce 
was attempted to be enforced~ ~ne ·princifal 
recommendation to the new c!->nstitution, whIch 
the primary assemblies, to which it was referred, 
had neither time to consider, nor ability to 
appreciate, was the power which it afforded 
<If chusing a. new legislati,ye body, composed of 
men of fair character, and moderate principles, 
and of getting rid of a Convention, the great 
majority of whose members were men of 
infamous character; and aU of whom .had. 
either partic,ipated in, or afforded their counte:
nance and sanction to, those aCts of tyranny 
and oppression which had destroyed aU· social 
comfort, and ~1l personal security, and ~o those 
deeds of blood, which had thin~ed the popula..:. 
tion of the country, and disgraced-its character. 
for ever. The' Parisians, in particular, who 
had beeu close spectators, and too often activ~ 
accomplices, in these dreadful·scenes, and who; 
tired with the distractions to which they had 
been so. long exposed, earnestly desired the· 
restoration of, a secure and tranquil State, con~ 
sidered this power as of the· first importance;
and resolved to exerpise it, in spite of the Con
vention. The primary assemblies of the capital 
met before the appointed day, and chose th<l 



tlectors,: by whom their members were to be 
chosen, agreeably to the circuitous mode of 
election, fixed by the fonstitutional code. The 
_Convention, however, fearful lest the exam
ple of Paris might be followed throughout 
the Republic, sent a. military force to disp~se 
these assemblies. Hence an inveterate animosity 
was engendered betwee~ the Parisians and the 

. Convention, -which broke forth into mutual 
I'eproaches and complaints, not; more replete 
'With acrimony than with truth. The consci
ousness of having rescued the Convention from 
the .tyranny of Robespierre, . inspired the 
Parisians with an eager· deiire to punish the 
members for their present ingratitude, not les.s 
than for their meditated usurpation. 

The Convention knew, from experience, 
the inefficacy of arguments, when opposed to 
physical strength; and, deficient as they were 
in the former, they resolved not to be wanting 
in the latter. They silently collected a body of 
regular troops, which they drew from the army 
on. the frontiers; and they e,,"endescensed 
to. strengthen themselves, -by releasing the 
impri~oned Terrorists, . who, they knew, were 
the most decided enemies of the citizens of 
Paris. At this last step the Parisians- were, 
very justly, enraged; and they concluded that 
it was in contemplation to renew the horrid 
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m~ssacres of September~a conclusion the more 
natural, ai . Tallien, who was {Jne of the pro
jectors of these massacres, had now great. 
weight in the Convention .. Self-defence now 
justified what animosity originally dictated, 
and 'they resolved to oppose force by force. 
But their measures were neither planned with 
lufficiont caution, nor executed with sufficient 
promptitude. Instead of tr~sting to them
selves, and collecting their whole force, whicq. 
was amply sufficient for the purpose, they 
relied on the forbearance of the regular t~oops ; 
and as these had refused, formerly, to fire on 
the people, they supposed that they would be 
equally reluctant to oppose them now. It 
never entered into their head, that the French 
troops were traitors only to their lawful 
Sovereign, and faithful to all traitors. Before; 
then, they had assembled their lorces, and pre~ . . 
pared for action, General Menoll Was sent, by 
the Convention, at the head of their troops, on 
the fourth of October, to command them to lay 
down their arms. The Parisians replied, that 
they were perfectly ready 'so to do" provided 
the Terrorists did the same.- Whether Menou 
thought this proposal reasonable or not, he -
returned to communicate it to his masters, whO, 
enraged at his forbearance to enforce an 
unconditional compliance with their demands, 
broke him for disobedience. 



At this juncture, a man, destitute of~n 
the feelings of humanity; and -known to be as 
litt1e disposed to forbearance or mercy as the 
most'desperate leader of a ferocious banditti. 
happened to be at Paris; and, at the sugges~ 

. tion of Barras, the command of the Conven
tional army was g1"en to him. This; was 
N apoleqne Buonaparte. He had; though youngj 
already manifested a 1;11ost sanguinary dis-' 
l;>osition, during the massacres of' the loyal 
inhabitants of Toulon; and it was justly con· 
eluded, that an .occupation more congenial to 
his soul could not be assigned him, than the 
destruction of the citizens of Paris, for daring 
to assert those rights which tl.·~ New Constitu
tion had conferred,and to resist' that unprin
cipled usurpation of the Convention, which 
violated its fl1l1damental principle. , The night 
of the fourth of October was the tilDe fixed, by 
the Parisians,· for 'assembling tlie different 
sections of the .1l1etropolis ;-and, at tweh"c the 

,next day, they paraded the stree~s, i~ arms, 
and with drums beating.-The battle began in. 
the vicinity ·of the hall in which the Conven
tion held theil" sittings; and a desperate con
flict ensued ·between the Parisians and the 
Terrorists, in which the latter would certainly 
have been overpowered, but for' the effec'tive 
assistance of the troops of the line, who; to 
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the' surprize of -the Parisians, had no ,morc, 
objection to fire upon them, than upon the 
AustriaDi. Still, though surprised, they were 
not dismayed; and they maintained the fight, 
for a considerable time, with great courage and 
perseverance, against these disciplined and undis-' 
ciplineu Ruffians. But the omission ofpropeJ: 
precautions, to secure the co-operation of the; ... 
different sections, and to make themselve!\' 
mas rers of the bridges, exposed. them to grefl,t 
disad\-antages, and ulti,mately compeUeq theIIl; 
to retreat. Stil1,a desultory kind ,of engage .. 
ment was k,ept up du'ring the whole of ,the 
day, and was not finished till midnight; when 
the Conventi<>nal troops remained masters of. 
the field, or: rather of the metropolis; and the 
Convention itself sec:ured the point for which it 
contended, and once more triumphed over the law. 

This defeat ""as chiefly owing to the mis:' 
placed confidence of the Parisians in the for~ 
bearance of the regular troops, which prevented 
them from adopting those means of offence and 
defence which were perfectly within theil'powel'o 
-But a small portion of their force was e?gaged; 
they suffered themselves to be attacked in 
separate bodies, instead of acting together; 
they were unprovided with artillery with which 
their opponents wert~ amply supplied i-and they 
were, defec,tive. in thar. spirit, of sub:>rdination 
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which is essential to success In all military 
operations. They were' commanded, on this 
occasion, by General Danican, an active, 
enterprising, brave, and intelligellt officer; and 
had they attended to his directions, and obeyed 
his commands, it is highly probable that they 
would have triumphed over their enemies, -and 
rendered a most essential service to their country. 
The loss which they sustained was never exactly 
known ; but it certainly amounted to sotpe
thousands. This defeat was of the utmost 
consequence to the Convention, as numbers, 
who were on. their march to Paris to assist the 
Parisians, returned home when apprized of it; 
and many of the provinces, which were pre
pared for resi~tance, were so much discouraged 
as to give up all thoughts of further opposition. 
The Parisians were now deprived of all their arms 
and warlike stores, and a military commission 
was appointed to try them as rebels. 

The Convention gloried in their triumph; 
and, conscious of their power, betrayed a dis.
position to exercise it with their anc~ent rigour. • 
~Though the time approached for their disso
lution, they did not appear to have the smallest 

• intention of resigning their seats. Indeed, it 
became evident, that the J acobin -faction, 'in the 
Convention, whose ·acti\-ity again gave them a 
:temporary predoll1inal1c~, ,vere' intent on de-
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VISing means for perpetuating their authority; 
and the most serious apprehensions were enter· 
tained, that the reign of terror, and of blood, 
would be immediately r.enewed. They had 
appointed a commission of five members, who· 
were to report what measures were proper to be 
adopted, at this cl-isis, in. order to' serve the 
country.-Before, however, their report' was 
made, the more· temperate members of the 
Convetltion, ashamed of being ·rendered pas
sive accomplices· in schemes which they 
condemned, resolved to prevent the execution 
of the intended project.-Thibaudeau, in an 
animated speech, exposed the prpfligacy of 
at~empt to establish the permanence of tlle 
Convention; he insisted on the immediate 
suppression of the committee of five; and on 
the dissolution of the Convention on th~ 

appointed day.-He was second~d by Lareveil:
liere-Lepaux; and, being supported by the 
majority ·of the members, carried his poil1t~

Aecordingly, on. the 25th of October, the 
Convention dissolved itself, and the new con,. 
stitution.began to take effect. 

The naval operations of Britain, during. 
this ~ampaign,. though. of necessity confined 
to a narrow sphere, from the extreme ca,ution 
of the en~my, were uniformly sQccessful. In 
various. actions be~ween. single ships, victory 
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CQnstantly ,declared in favor of tlle Britisb 
officers, who exhibited ma~y memorable 
instances of skill and gallantry.-On the ISth 
of March, a British squadron, of foul"teen sail 
'Of the line, under Admiral Hotharn, fell in with 
a French squadron of fifteen, which was con
veying a body of troops for the recll.pture of 
Corsica.-The French endeavoured to ayoid 
'an -engagernent,but two of their ships being 
sepatated from the rest, they made an attempt 
to save them, and were, by that means, brought 
to action. The two ships, however, the Ca-lra, ' 
of 80 guns,and the CenseQr, of 74, with two 
thousand troops on board, were taken by the 
'English, while the remainder of the fleet 
escaped to Toulon. ,\Vhile Admiral Cornwalli,s 
was stationed on the west coast of France, 
he was met, off Belleisle, on the 16th- of June, 
by a French force of thirteen ships 'of the line, 
'to which he {lad only five to oppose.~He main
tained, howe'ver, a running fight, during the 
whole of the nex.t day, with a force so greatly 
superior, without suffering the enemy to gain 
the ,smallest advantage over him; and gained 
a British port in safety. A few days after, the 
French squadron feU in with Lord Bridpol't's 
fleet, off L'Orient, when an action ensued, 
,v'hich ended in the capture of three 'French 
ships of the line,~tbe· Alexander, the Formi- . 
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dable, and the Tigre. The rest of the fleet 
were indebted to the proximity of the land for 
their escape into port L'Orient. An expedition 
had been planned for the reduction of the 
important Dutch settlement at the Cape -of 
Good Hope, which was entrusted to the com
mand of General Clarke and Admiral Elphin
stone. After a short and ineftectual defellce~ 

~t surrendered to the British arms, on the 16th 
of September. 

Thus, at the close of the present campaign, 
the state of affairs was, upon the whole, 
more favourable to the allies than other\\;ise.
Though none of the conquests of the last year 
were recovered from the French, still they had 
been prevented, by the Austrians, from makiilg 
any further progress; and they had rather lost 
than gained ground. The French navy, too, 
had sustained further losses, while that of Great 
Br~tain was strengthened; so. that, though 
there was nothing in the aspect of things very 
encouraging, there'was not any thing to e1'cite 
despair. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII. 

State of the Public mind..,;., Growth of Discontent-The source 
of it - End an~ object of the clamours for Peace
Means used for exciting dissatisfaction with the war-Scar
city of Corn falsely ascribed to. it-The Press principally 
emJ?loyed to promote disaffection-Inadequacy of exertion. 
on the part of the Minister to counteract this effect
Cause and consequence" of this inactivity:""'Importance 
of 'the Press, as aa Engine for directing the Public mind. 
considered-Too much neglected by Mr. Pitt-Seditious 

. Meetings in the neighbourhood of the Capital-Early 
Meeting of Parliament-Attack on the King in his way 
to the House .of Lords-Attempt to mUTder his Majesty 
in Palace-Yal'd-The King again attacked on his return to 
Buckingham-Hause-These attempts traced to the adop-

. tion of French Principles- Conseqnent Proceedings in 
Parliament - Address to. the King - Lord Lansdowne 
charges the Ministers with being the. authors of the 
attack-:-Observations on tllat Charge-Firmness of his 
Majesty-Speech from the Throne- Debates on the 
Address-Mr. Fox.'s Speech-Falsehood of his'lIssertionl 
exposed-Amendment Moved-Opposed by. Mr. Pitt
He ridicules the Amendment-Comments on the recent 
change of form and principJe~ in the Frenl"h Govern
ment - Regards, it as competent to preserve the 
relations of Peace and Amity with other Nations
Lord Grenville's Bill fat the safety and preservation 
of hill Majesty's "PereoD Iud Govemment-l,.ord GreD-
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'iIIo', Speech - Bill lOr the suppressioD, of Sediti~ 
!\feelings, idtroduced by Mr" filt-He e~pJains it$ prin. 
ciple and object-Deba!a on the two Bills-Opposed ~1 
Messra. FOll, Grey, and Sheridan, who charge ,Mi01isters 
with having provoked tbe attack upon the K.ing-Mr. 
Grey representa the :Ministers to he Trai~Their inde
CeDt lind unparliamentary 1ansuage censured-Mr. Can- _ 
niDg', Speec:h-He lliCl'ibes the attack on the K.ing to tho 
doctrines broached at Copenhagen-House-Speech of tho 
Attorner-General-Produces several Seditious PublicatiOt1.f 
-Prove. the extensivQ circulatioD of Treasonable,l.ibels
DemoD.tra~ the pece&sit1 of the New J3i1ts-J3ilis sup
ported by the Countl'1 Gentlemen-Speech of Sir Fra~ci. 
Baaset~H. proves the ~olUllCtiOI) between the meeting 
at Chalk-FlI1lQ and th, attack on the KinS-Angry reply 
of Mr. Fox-He assertl tbe dosigQ of the, House of 
Stuart to restoro Popery in England-ContrarTaasertion, 
in hi. history of Jame. the Second-Speech of LOrd.. 
MDrn,initon,- He unfolds the viewl of tbe Seditiotl~ 

, , ' 

Soc;ieties-QUQjel passages from ICverai of t~eir Treason .. 
. able Publicationa-AnawCf of Mr. Sheridan-He refu~ 
to believe what' it ,<loes Pllt .mt, hi. purpose to admit
Substitute. ridilalle for ar~ellt, and asijOtuon for proof
Calli tbe ittempt to murder the Kin; tzCCidental-Hia, 
revolutionary ~ic exposed-His wbolespeecb inflammatory 
and c:alculated to excite. r,evolt-Pirect, tendellc1 ofth~ 
Sr~he$ of tho Oppo~itioD to rouse. tllQ people to rebel .. 
lioDo-Mr, Fox redQ.cel resistance to a question Qf I'rtldencc 
-InPi~t repl1 of Mr •. Pitt-Cbarges. Mr. Ji'ox with 
aettillg; \Ii' hi, own opillioQ as the .talldard of truth, and 
the TId. of c:ondQct for Governlllent-Taxes. bim with 11 

. breach of duty. and a determioation to resist !heiaw by 
force- Mr. FOJ; 1'O-.tate. hill positWll-Pryved to be sub .. 
'laotiall, the asme-Jtt tClldencyjo produce 8 Civil War 
61I!\lIOn'trated-SilJ\il~ sentiment~ 1\'0'1'114 by MfA Gn=7~ 

VOL, IV. c: c 



886 
'Admirable Speech of Mr. Grant-The' Bills JUStifiable. 
: only by necessity-Their Provisions-Professor. Christian'. 
, opinion of them-Incidental qnestions arising out of th~ 
Debate-MI'. Sheridan's abuse of the Police Magistrates
Reflections on the Subject- His list 'of their negative 

: qualities enlarg~d-Mr. Reeves's .< thoughts on the' Eng
lish Government."-Denounted as a Libel by Mr.'Sturt.:.... 
Mr. Sheridan takes up the"Question-His Speech upon it 
-Remarks o'n the novelty of his' avowed attachment to 

the Principles of the Constitution-Ignorance of history. 
'and puerile criticism displayed in the Debate-The Con-
stitutional Lawyers, and Parliamentary Jesters~ revile the 
Pr6d~Ctions of the Reverend 'William Jones, the Reverend 
John Whitaker, and Mr. Reeves-Mr. Sherid~ charges 

, the : Pamphlet with l1eing a Libel on t~ Revolution
His own observations on that event ~ewn to be Libellous 
-Curious Remark of Mr. Erskine-Excellent Speech 
of Mr. Windham-He exposes -the views of the Whigs 
in attacking Mr. Reeves-Analyzes the Pamphlet with 
great judgment and'ability-Justifies the passage selected 
for censure-Ungenerous conduct of Mr. Pitt-Weakness 
of hill argulI)ent-Validity of on~ of bis position~ iC~ll
tested-The King's power of making laws asserted by the 
Attorney-General-AbsurditY of Mr. Sheridan's charge 
shewn - The Whigs' prove themselves enemies to the 
Freedom of the Press, ami to the Trial by Jury-Mr. 
'Sheridan's, knity and mercy proved to be tyranny and 
persecution-The House pronoun'ce the TraCt 1:0 be a Libel 

, , -Address' the King. t6direct the Attorney-General to 
. prosecute -Mr. Reeves 3!J the author-He is tried and 
acquitted':"'Subsequent discussion of the .subjeCt through 
the medinm 'of the Press- Disgraceful, silence of the 

, Whigs- Legislati~eme~sures for di;nioishing the con
'sumption of Wheat':"'The Budget-The'Loan-Messago 
from the King on the subject of Peace- Deb8te upon It-
Addreis carried without a division. ' 
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[1795.] The war, at this time, ,had,hecome 
'extremely unpopular ill the country i, for the, 
-greatest efforts had been exel'ted to persuade 
the people that khad no definite object; and 
that, therefore, it lvas not likely to! be brought 

, to & speedy termioation._It is,' at;·all. times, 
'easy to convince an unthinking multitude, who 
act more from their feelings tban their intel
lects, that war, whatever be ,its object· Of end,. 
i!l an evil to Le avoid~d; and that, peace, on 

; whatever ,terms and conditions, i8a" ,blessing 
,to be courted. Indeed, when & man; withth~ 
-superior talents and knowledge of Mr. FoJt, 
did not hesitate to &ubscribe to a aimilarposi-
tion, and to ,avow his preference for ~ peace, 
'the most iniqi.litous,. over ,& war, the tnostjust, 
it cannot be ~ matter of8urprize, that :rpen" 
unaccustomed to reason, and unable, from edu
cation and habit, to enter into those se,nti
ments, principles, and considerations, which 

·lead statesmen, and others~rather to forego the 
, enjoyment of a present good, and to bear the pl'es- , 
sure of atemporary evil, than expose a (:ouotl'y 
to the danger of permanent ~ischief, should be 
led to prefer any peace., to any war. From the 

. period of this extraordinary declaratioI), as if, 
it had served as a: text' for the ,comments of 

.. disaffection, the, endeavours of the memb~l"s of 
the' seditious so~icties, to' spread',' disconten~ 

c;c2 
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through th~ country, .had become m,?-re stre .. 
. nuous, and evidently more successful. Peace 
and Reform were the watchwords, i·tpeated fron\ 
bne. extremity of the Island to the other, by the 
~inissaries of faction, who. thus acquired the 
support' of numbers unable to perceive that 
those who spread this clamour had ulterior 
''tiews; and, instead of peace and reform, aimed 
at ret'olt and rct'olution.-lt was a great point. 

. gained, if, by inspirjng a disgust of t1le wat, 
.the government could be ,rendered odious, and 
the 'King be. induced to change his Ministers, 
~11d to bring the Opposition into power.. Peace 
was, certainly desired by the factiou~ themselves~ 
·astheyfelt the importance of a free and open 
.commufiication with the French, which could 
,bot, by any other means, be procured; and, 
. therefore, whether considered as a means, for 
the attainment of an end, or as the wd itself •. 

,it was a. great object to them; and everyaddi. 
tional advocate gained' for peace ,,'-as a fresh 
accession of s~rength to the friend:t of revo
lution. 

", If it required little ability to render the 
nlll1titutle hostile to' any war, it ret}~ired 8tm' 
less . to persuade them of the propriety of 
...,pposing the present war. For tllOugh, bad 

'. it been considered merdy as 'a. defensive war, ill 
lVhi<:h· we had' been a.ttacked, without pro-



vocation, and in which the enemy had mad, 
'no offer of reparation for - her unprovok'ed 
aggression, and the injuries consequent upon it; 
it differed in nothing from. similar wars, at 
former periods. and therefore afforded no 
grounds for a violent opposition to' it ~yet, 
all defensive as it unquestionably was, in the 
. itl'ictest sense of the word. it involved so many 
jrnpol'tant considerations, and the discussions 
to which it ,had given rise had been extended' 
to 80 many collateral objects. that it beeam~ 
easy to divert the nlinds of the people from its 
real origin, and, to make them misapprehend 
its true. cause, purport, andend.---For this 
insidious aud unworthy purpos,!!, .every engine 
was employed. The press groaned with the 
weight of publications solely designed to pro .. 
mote it. From the brilliant talents of men 
in superior stations of life, . to the. coarsest' 
intellects of unlettered advocates, ~ll were. 
employed in forwarding the same object.-, 

. During the summer, meetings had peen holden 
in. the fie~rls in the vicltlity of the. metl'opolis. 
debating ~ocieties had been opened; and publ~c 
lectures had been. given; at which populaf , 
orators were employed to excite· discontent 
at t~e war, a~d dissatisfaction witQ the 
government. 

To the· war were ascribed not only. tho 
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'i1!tconvenLences which fio,ved froni theaccumu-
lation "of taxes; but even the calamities which 
proceeded from natural causes. ~~ considerab)~ 
failure ill' the,' crops' of two successive year$ 
preved an efl1cien~ ally . to these labou\'er~ 
in . the' vineyard ,of faction.-Corn had, in 

~ . • II 

consequence, risen to, 'an enorInous price;*' and 
thi:-.' e'il 'was imputed, exclusively, to ,the war, 
--though,· it is w~ll known,' that, however 
specious 1he theory". that ~ar increases the 
price:of coro,. it ,standscontraciicted by 
fact; since it has been proved, by. a com
parative;: statement of the. price' of wheat, at 
d;tferentpei'iodsof' peace an~ wart dllJ'i~g the 
lastcentury~ that cor~ has been generally dearer 
intill1e. of :peace than in time of wa.r.t . 

. . AU'these eif0rts, to excite discontent were 
not, counteracted by .adequate exertiQns on 
;the other side., 'rhe press Was, almost excl~
sively,. de"oted to the Jacobins.. With very 
few exceptions, indeed, the periodical publica .. 
tions, daily weekly, monthly, anti annual, 

\were appropriated to tIle purpose of extending 
the dissel~jhation ,of Jacobinical principles'; 
and, l1otwithstanding., the direful example 
which the French .. Re'volution had supplied of 
the powerful efficacy of tllis engine of destruc:" 

I It ~b'm spld .for fourteen shillings the bushel. . . . 

t See tbe Rev. J. Brand's intelligent tract OD this subject. 
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tion, l\lr. Pitt, who had high notions of the, 
potential influence of undirected' reason~. 
when employed in the cause of tJ:uth and, 
justice, forbore to adopt the necessarY 
means for counteracting. the. effects of this 
wide-spreading mischief, and who}Jy neglected 
the press, as a channel for the conveyanc~ of 
antidotes to the most -fatal poison whic~ ever.. 
infected the mind of, ~an.-The impression, 
\vhicq the oonstant repetition of .the same 
complaints,: and of the same story, without 
contradiction, will produce, may readily be . 
~ollceived.-And it is as much the duty of ~ 
Minister to use aU'the means which h~s situ,,: ' 
ation affords,. for impeding 'the triumph ~f' 
falsellOod 'over truth, and for preventhlgan 
impression on the public mind, w~ich is more. 
easily m,;lde than removed: and whichteridsto 
produce an alienatioIl:' from _ the person an4 
government _ of the Sovereign, ,to -loosen -th«r 
bonds of subordination, and' to _ introduce t 
,restless and turb~i~nt spirit, hosWe to the peace 
~nd'happiness of the c,omimmity, as i,t is to 
provide for the .imrltediateexlgencies of th~ 

. State, for its' internal. economy, or for' its 
security against external attacks. . It was" 
natural f9f a mind, gifted" as l\fr. ,Pitt'i wa~ 
with the' highest intellectual, endow~ents~ 
,to'look down with supreme conteJ,Il~t on th~ 
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\Vret~hec\ sophistry 'e~ployed by the ~dvocate. 
for French principles ;-but, when he saw these 
principles 'gaining ground in the 'country, the 
government of which was confided to his hands, 
and chiefly through the medium of the pres!!, 
it became an essential part of his duty to 
employ the same instrument for, checking their 
fatal progress. The end was . lawful, as th~ 
meaas were justifiabl~.· The conduct 'which; 
in the i~dividual,might 11ave been dignified 
and proper, was. neither becoming nor prudent 
in the Minister. If a societycollld be formed, 
with sufficient funds, for establishing a' com-

'plete controul over the press, so a's to enable it 
to disseminate its own principles, throughout a 
Country, in language adapted to every capacity, 
and was a.llowed to enjoy the privilege, without 
interruption, for three years, it 'Would effect Ii. 
complete re\folution, religious, moral, and 
political, let the establishments' of that coun· 
try be what they mig9t.-In England, it may 
be said that the laws respecting libelsa~e of 
themselves sufficient to prevent the evil con
sequences of similar attempts.-But, besides 
that the assertioa .~ands confu.eJ by fact, it 
'Would be no difficult task s~ .to manage the 
press as, to accomplish the desired purpose, 
without incurring' tbepenalties of those laws, 
allioose, unde1i~ed, and comprehensive as they 



are, and inconsistent as they may be <teemed. 
by many, from the arbitrary construction~~ 

applications, and moJesot" proeeeding, to 
which they are liable, with that· freedom of 
discussiotl which _ forms one of the 'most noblo 
and most prominent features in the British 
Constitution; and tl) which many of the 
l"eligious and civil advantages which Britons 
enjoy may be faholy imputed, and, indeed, easily 
. traced: 

The tl"ials for high treason, 'at the Old 
Bailey, ~ad greatly facilitated the ptans of the 
seditious; for they were produced as examples 
to prove, that there Was bothing illegal in th~ 
conduct of the faetioils soCieties; and}hat no 
poss~ble danger could ensue from their proceed
ings, 80 tong as peace and f'iform were their 
ostensible" objects. TIle credulous multitude 
gave easy belief to represe6tations which 
suited their prejudices, while they flattered their 
consequence. The legal distinctions' which
would render the delusion obvious, they bad. 
neither the wish to investigate; nor tIle ability 
to understand. They saw the plain, broad,fact 
before them,-that a revolutionary plan llad 
been adopted~ a~d, to a certain extent, acted 
upon; that certain leading. characters in the 
transaction had been prosecuted,·t'ried, and 

. acquiited; and hence, i~ was no unnatural COIl-



t:l~sion for th~ir own minds -to draw. even 
without a~sista~ce, that the law san~tiolled al( 
attempts of a similar nature. The lessons" 
then, which were 'repeateg to them, at Chalk 

. Farm, at Cop'enhagen House, at . the . various 
flebating societies, and' in newspapers, . pam ph: 
lets, and. hand.bills; circulated with profusion, 
found . a ready reception. in their: minds,· and 
prepared them for corresponding. acts of resist,:" 
ance and outrage. , 
'/ It was during this ferment, that the Minis
ter deemed. it expedient ~o assemble the rar., 
liament at a much. earlier i)eri~d th~n usual~ 
The '£9thQf October was the dayfi~ed fo~ 
jts meeting; a day destined for the prac'tic'~l 
illustration of those vilt< prin~iples which had 
heen diffused, with so much indu~try, and 
,with such fatal suscess, du~ing the summer. 
t\,n i~1mense c~co~rse of people, m~ch ~eater 
_~han had ~ver been witnessed on a similar occa
~ion, had· ~ssembled 'in ,the park, th~ough 
which the. King was to pass, on his,way to the 
House of . Lords. As the' Royal carriage moved 
~lowly on, the mob pressed close upon' it, 

'vo~iferating, "Peace !-~No war !--~No, King!" 
thus, unwarily, betraying not only the osten
~ible ,object, but, the elld, of these violent pro~ 
ce~dings .. Supera~ded to these leading de
._m~n4s~ wer~, dal~o~rs for the dislllission of 



Mr. Pitt, and for bread. At ,one period,.3;110ut1 

midway, ',between St. ~ames'6 Palace a~d ,:th~ , 
gates of Carlton I-Iouse, 'the mob' had sepa., 
rated the 'loyal carriagt froin the, guards who 
accompanied the King; had :pressed dose, t(J 

the'door on eithet side'; and so sun:oundedt 

almost, the' horses, as nearly to, im~de thei~ 

course. It seemed, for a shott time; to be "the 
resolution of the mob to drag ,the King from hi~ 
carriage, and to sacrifice him t() their brutal 
fury.":"'At least such was the jmpression made. 
J.>y their movements, on the min~S' of ~hose 
spectators, who 'were a~ a little, distance"And 
attentively observed tile whole .transaction. ", It 
~a8 impossible, at thisruoment, not to make 
the ,,disgraceful comparison ~etween ~his British' 
mob, and the French mob' who, stopped' the 
unhappy Louis the Sixteenth, on his,' rOl\c,! 
to 'Saint Cloud.' Every thing 'seemed French 
about them i-their cl'ies" their gestures, their 
principles, and their actions, all plainly jndi~ 

cated the' polluredsour~e whence-they spr,!lilg, 
and proved' that they were not :of 'British 
.origin, or growtll.~The ,coachman, who drove 

'* This idea struck me most forcibly; for I bad die mis-.. 
fortune to be a spectator of tbis aisgraceful 8Cene.-I bave 
f(len many mob. in, my life, but never did I behold such all 

~ssemblage of ill-)ookin,.g, desperate wretcbes, lIS )Vere col~ 

lected 't~etber OD the present, occaaion;--And, as far as the , ' , 



hili ~fajestY, was' alarmed for 'the'personal" safety 
of his Sovereign i but, though aware of the 
danger to which he was exposed, he dared not 
urge the speed. of his horses~ who, being used 
but seldom, and accustomed ,to the : slow pace 
of a state procession, would, he feared, become 
restive and ~nmanageable; so that' in seeking to 
extricate hi~ royal master from' one }Jeril he 
might possibly subject him to lI;nother., Fortu;' 
nately, most fortunately. for the country, the 
attempt was not made to perpetrate the medi
tated deed, at this juncture,when it would 
have been' physically impossible to preVent it. 
execution. 

TIle King' reached the Horse Guards, 
.midst· the hisses, groans, and abuse, . ofa 
rabble, who had been regularly tI;ained t~ 
sedition and treason. The gates were then 
closed, so as to prevent numbers of the mob 
from following the royal carriage to Whitehall. 
-But; as it 'Yas passing through Palace Yard, 
the coach-window was struck with vi()Ience 
by something w hichperforated the glass, and 
passed with great velocity, very neaf to th~ 
Earl of Westmorland, who was with his Majes .. 
ty.~Froni the' shape. and size 'of th~ hole 

4esigns ~( men can be inferred' Crom their· look.,· their 
language. . ani their " gestul'6l, thedl!Signs of thia' s:abb", 
'Who 80 basely dishonoured the' name and character of Englii(. 
men~ were most treasonable and ml)rd~l'Qua. 



made in the glass, as ,.ell as from th~ great 
thickness of the glass itself, it ~was pretty 
evident that what had passed through it was 
a .lJu/kt; and that, as no explosion had been 
heard, it bad been fired from an air gun j' far 
nothing l~ss powerful than some such instrument 
could have produced theeffect.-Whatever 
it was, there cannot exist a doubt, in the 
mind of any r~tional being~ that it was 
intended for the purpose of assasination, and 
that the King was its object.~It is eq~ly 
certain, that it was a premeditated crime; 
and when considered, in connection with the 
insults which the King experienced iJ;l the park, 
and ,with the ;lttack made on him, on hiS 
return, there is every reason for· believing, 
that they aU sprang from

o 
the same source, 

that they were all equally the result of a 
'Settled pla.nJ and that they all had the same 
objef:t in ,'iew-the murder of the King, as 
.a preparatory ~tep to a revolution in the country. 
o-His Majesty pointed out the quarter whence 
.the bullet proceeded; and where stood,a. dray~ 
,before a house in which nq person appeared; 
which was the moioe singular as the windows 
of every ()tber house on the .road were. filled 
with spectators who went to see ~he King p.:{s~o· ' 

'Ii Sunnises were drawn. from tile known principles of . the 
individual to whom the houae in question belonged, but it 
would be alike' fooliah end unju9t to found any conlecturell'uR 
JQ FrecariouJ and un~ttaiD a foundatio.ll. 
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As-soon' as the-King had ~opened,the Par
liament, he returned. by the' same way to the 
palace . ...:..He there dismissed his State:..coach, 
and went, as usual, in his chariot~t() Buckingham ' 
IIouse. The' park was. by this time; pretty 
well cleared; and the royal, ·gu?rds, .. having 
been. dismissed, were" on their way to White.;. 
·hall.' A. smidl party 'of' the mob, having 
watched ,for the opportunity, now' darted ·011 
the King's chariot, and while some of' them 
climbed on the wheels, so as to stop its progress, 
'Others flew to 'the doors:. ,~At, this. critical 
conjuncture~ a gentleman of' the· ,Navy 
,Board, who happened' to be. 'near the; spo~ 
·witnessed the darillg att~pt. 'His· indignant 
loyaltyprompte4 hini to flyto·the·assistance 
,of ~lis· Sovereign; .but recollecting the probable 
-inefficacy of his -unassisted, exertioIi~he pru
dently ran after the guards, .who were yet 
'within sight; and" providentially, btought th.em 
,back just 'in time to prevent t.be ferocious,reb.e\.s 
from dragging the King from hiscarriage~ 
and frolDcompleting. their diabolical purpose. 
Thus, to the aeJivity and ,presence of mind 
of. this loyal gentleman, t was' the ,countrjJ in 
all probability, indebted for having' rescued 
hercllaracter from the foulest stain which the 
,hand of a regicide could intlict,and which DQ 

* His name was Bedingfield. 



expiation, no atonement, could ever ha,"e effaced. 
This horrible attempt has, by no contemporary 
writer,been regarded with that setious atten
tion which its importance, whether considered in 
itself, or with regard to the causes which gave riSe 
to it, or to the con~equ{'nct's to which ided, im
peratively recluired. On the' c.ontrary; it has 
been passed -over· lightly; the facts of the case 
have been imperfectly 'stated ;' anc;fa tolour has 
.been given to the whole transaction~ calculated, 
jf not inten~led" to prevent that 'imprtssion 
'which, if· l'iewed in its real,light, it could not 
fail to pl'oduceJ ,I; ': l 

In : turning our ,:eyes back on the' period, in 
'Which, it 'occU:rr~d, It is as difficult to mistake 
the fads, which marked the attempt, and:ibe 
causes which gave birth to it, as it'js to con~ 
template, it without horror and dismay." For 
nve years, the regicictal principles of the French 
bad been industriously propagated throughout 
the country i-the murder -of thek benevolent 
Monarch had been .hailed, by their British 
admirers,- as a (Ieed of transcendant patriotism, 
highly· conducive to the' establishment of :uni .... 
versal freedom; and their ,ex:i.mple:- 'tmtlujutd1iy 
:e:rceptioll as:· to ,particular deeds or, occm"renees, 
-had been holden' up as -worthy. of- ltl!itation 
·here., It ·is needless to add,. that halred '·of 
'KiJlgs~' and the extirpatiQn of.1\Ionatahy, 
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were kading doctrines in the new revolutionary 
,creed ;-and that no objection had ever been 
'started to them, even in that society of which' 
the three dissenting ministers, Doctors Kippis, 
Towers, and Price, were distinguished melD
bers.-1indeed, the patriotic zeal of the British 
societies seems to have been more particularly 
excited,' at the critical period of the deposition . 

. of Louis XVI. and by DQ means to have 
relaxe4 ,at the time of his execution.-During 
the whole -of the present summer, as bas been 
seen,' these principles continued· to be diffused 
'With more than usual diligence and activity j
In the fields, at debating societies, in . lecture 
rooms, in. papers, pamphlets, and ha~d bills, 
Kings 'and kingly government-bad been 

-holden up to contempt j and the advantage$ 
of a revolution, similar to that of France, 
enlarged upon with great emphasis, and with 
little disguise.-At the very first opportunity 
'Which offered, the men, whose lninds had 

. imbibed these doctrines~ attack the King on 
hi. way to the Parliament House; insult him 
with the watch~words of the revolutionists;
call Qut_U No King I"-fire into his carriage j
~tt.eIDpi to drag him by force from his chariot; 
and, being foiled in their endeavour, vent their 
unsatisfied, disappointed, fury on the State-Coach, 
which they l1early ,demolished~ on itsretl.1rp 



to tile mews.-Is thc((( any' tl1i~;g' iii these 
proceeding's which is 'not ,perfectlY natul;al; 

. consistent, and regular! .Are' not cause and 
consequence as plainly conilectea, alid as dearly 

, discernjb1e~ as' in ani ktiO\\ru chain of human 
events? Wa\.. it not na.tural that' men~ who 
had ,itl)uibcd .... :a,hati·ed (0'1' Monarchs and 
Mon~rchy, who had. been' taught fo' believe 
tbat a monarchical government' .,vas incom
patible with the existence' of ~Ivil~ lIberty;· 
and \VUO had been led .to admire; and to imitate; 
a people who. had brought their 'Sovercign- tG 
the block, should attempt, at once;" to 
gratify their l1atred, and to obtain the' objeCt 
of theit wishes and pursuitsj , by the 'only m'cans, 
by" which it could be' obtaincd,.:...:..the. murder 
of tile,it· King; and the destruction of the ~o~ , 
stitution? If' the personal virtues ora ~ove~ 
reign could have had any' ii1fluerice on iniiiios 
it.fected 'with' the rc\'olutionary poison;' "I,oiiis 
XVI. had never' perished by: the hands of the 
executioner; and, therefore, thepersonal,:ii·tues, 
of George the Third,-virtues" ,vhich

i 

adorn 
the mlm, and dignify his stitiori,-w'otild operate 
as no, impediment to the 'perpetration ,of regi~ 
due'in England. That' murder was intendedJ 

when all the circuOlstances of the, 'case. h~ve, 
been . duly considered, it wouldbc' fo111;.to· 
douht.:"-The cOilsideration il- dr~adrul'; th~ 

_ VOL. IV. J)d 
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mind of an Englishman revolts from the con
templation of such a crime;... but the' attempt 
to commit it forms an apt illustration of prin
ciples which will ever be productive of the 
same effect, wherever they take root, and by 
whatever means they are brought to flourish. 

This outrage, as might be supposed, excited 
great consternation' in the House of Lords. 
'As soon as the King withdrew, the Ministers 
had a sh.ort .consultation, as to the proper 
mode' of proceeding on so extraordinary an 
occasion. It was at length determined to 
postpone the consideration. of the speech from. 
the. Throne to the followiug day; and imme
diately to form the House intoa committee of 
.privileges. This being done, 'Lord Grenville 
apprized the Peers of the attack which the 
King haa sustained on his way to the House, 
fr~mpersons who, forgetting the resp€ct and 
reverence due to their Sovereign, had dared to 
violate the privilege of Parliament, to dis
regard its dignity, insult its honour, and to set the 
laws of their country at defiance. The Earl of 
'Vestmoreland, who, as Master of the Horse, 
and Lord Onslow, who, as Lord of the Bed
chamber in waiting, had attended the King, 
then stated to the House the particulars of the 
transaction as. th~y had come witl~in their know
ledge.·Some witnesses wei'e next examined, \Vh~ 
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gave an account similar to that abuve stated, 
witb some additions. It was proved, that, after 
the Royal carriage had passed the gateway at 
the Horse Guards; there were frequent excla
mations of " DO'lvn rvith George I-No King I" 
a,nd many stones were thrown, at the coach
by the mob ;-and it was also stated, by one 
of the King's footmen, that when the ball, or 
whatever .it was, which perforated the glass, 
~'hizzed by him, he saw a windO'lt1 open iJI a. 
house in the direction whence it proceeded., 
When all the facts .had been thus established, 
a conference was 'proposed with the . Commons, 
alld a joint address was presented to the King, in 
which the two Houses avowed their indignation 
and abhorrence, at the daring outrages which had 
been offered to his l\Iajesty, on his passage to 
and from Parliament; - declared, that they': 
could not reflect,' without the utmost concern, 
that there should be' found, within his dominions, 
any persons so insensible of the happiness which 
aU. his subjects derived from his just ~nd mild 
government, and of' the virtues which so· 
eminently distinguished the royal character, as 
to be capable of such flagitious acts ;,,-and 
they expressed· their earnest wishes, in which'
they were confident they should be joined by all 
descripti?Ds of his'Majesty's subjects, that he 

. woulq be pleased to direct the .most effectual· 
Dd2 
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measures to· be taken, without delay, fot dis· 
covering the authors and· abettors of crimes sa 
atrocious. 

The conduct' 'of the King, during the 
exhibition of this disgraceful scen~, was su'ch 
as- aU who wel'C acquainted with his l\:Iajesty's 
character, knew it would be,-calm,collected, 
anq.dignified.- In compliance with the wishes 
of. the two Houses, a proclamation was imme· 
diately issued, offering a large rewal"d for the 
discovery ofl the· autnors of the: outrage; and 
also' stating, that;. previously to' the opening 
o(Parliament; a meeting had been holden in 
the vicinity of the metropolIs, at which iuflam· 
matdTy, speeches were delivered, and divers 
means· used to· sow discontent, and· to' excit~ 
seditious proceedings'; . requiring all magistrates, 
and other well-affected subjects, to exert tl~em .. 
selves in prevent~ng aiu) suppressing all unlaw-

* His Maj~sty having" previously to this occurrence,: 
signific;d his intention of ,going to the play j it ~as understood, 
that her Majesty, and .most of the Prillccsse,s, alarmed at what' 
bad happened, endeavoured to dissuade the King from carry. 
ing his design into effect. His Majesty, however, resi~ted ' 
their importunities, and, supported by the fllenl c01lm. recti, 

with eq1,lal~isdom and fortitude, persevered in his resolution of 
not' concealing himself-from bis s~bjects. What passed OD. 

this occasion served. only .to, cast a fresh lustre ~n the royal 
character, and to prove his Majesty entitled .equally to tho 
esteem, the ~ratitude, and the confidence, of his subj~tJ. 
j'- . 
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ful meetings, and the dissemination of seditious 
writings.- ' 

* It is impossible to quit 'thismomentoll,9 subject. 
wit,hout noticing one of the ,most extraordinary circumstances 
attending it. Ia the conversation which foilowed, the pro
posal for addressing his Majelity, in the' manner and teinis 
already Slated, the Marquis of~ansdown~ is 'said ·to have 
'expressed his' belief, ., that it was no Qlore than a counterpa!f: 
H of their (the Ministers) own plot j the alarm-bell to !ertify 
•• tho people into weak compliances. ,He \hought it was (I 

., scheme planned and erecuted 1Jy ~linisters' tluimselves, for 
,'" ·the purp~se df cORtilluing their power." WoodfaWsParlia-
mentary Reports, Octoher 29, ]795. That tbe spirit of party 
,will often lead RICIn. ill the heat of debate, to Ilie ~xpressloits 
alike repugnant to decency, ·and .revoltingto ltommbn-senM. 
lind to prefer charges which 1I0t only have no fonndation .i'tl'fact, 
,hut :which those, .... hl) urge them. 'know ·to be falst'l) isa trIlth, 
:unhappily, but too wellestablisbedin 'the political ,history of 
molt civilized countrjes. ·But if ever there were a11 eccasion, 
,on which that spipit should have sunk a~d disapp~ared, it was 
,this on which the .House were engaged, In 'the contemplatioil 
(and discussion of one ·of tile most awful7 inleres'tillg, anll 
.Jnomentoua concerns, ·whioh could fix the attentiOlJ, Rnd IIffeCt 
.tbe' feelings, of all loyal subjects. Yet~ so far was it 'fl:Ortl 

producing ita natural effect, that it seems to have increased tl1e 
.spirit which it ought to have extinguished.jto have, raised II 
1'eIentment, which, mistaking its object, lost every' charasteristic 
-of loyalty, virtue, and patriotism; and to have betrayed tbe par
'tisan into the wildest eJicesses of a frenzied ·mind. 'If there 
,were any troth in the accusation here preferred against Mi..ni .. 
Iters, they must ·have been the basest of traitors, . Bnd the 

. foulest of assassins; for they most have employed persoos to 

murder.their Sovereigu, (and none but liD idiot willden1, that 
'. 



In the speech from the Throne, the King 
~xpressed his satisfaction at the improved situa
tion of public affairs; arising from the measures 
which had been adopted for preventing the 
invas~o~ ofltaly and Gem1any, by the French ;~' 
t~e crisi~ brought about by the prevaknce of 
;lnarchy at :Pllfis w~s represen~d as likely to 
produce consequences highly important to the 
interests of Europe. Should that crisis termi
nate in any~rder of. things compatible with the 
tranqllillity of oth~r countries, a~q affording a 

the wretch, who fired a bullet into the royal cfU'riage, did not 
~ntend to kill the King) for the purpose of preserving their 
power. Fortunately, the folly of the charge was alone, sufficient 
to prove its falsehood. For it is not easy to perceive how the_ 
power of the Ministers could be preserved by the destruction 
of their master,' to whose will and approbation they were 
indebted fo; the possession of it. On the contrary, there was 
good reason to believe, that the death of the King would have 
produced a change in the Royal Councils. But it is horrible to 
record such flagrant instances of moral and political depravity, 
in persons whose duty it is to 5.,t example~ of truth, integrity, 
and vi~tlle. to their inferiors. Nor could the language here quote 'd. 
receive the too, frequent palliation of youthful intemperance, 
as it issued from the lips of one~ who. deeply veIS8d in the 
politic~ of Machiaveland Price, had passed a long life in Parlia
mentary conflicts; who could steadily pursue the fixed purpose 
of his soul. without the dread of in,termpti<;ln from acute feelings, 
Ol' troublesome passions; and whose warmest expreSsions were 
delivered in a cold and measur~d tone, which plainly indicated 
~at the he~t did notl!lwaY$ dictate wl¥tt the tongue utt~ed., 
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reasonable expectation of security and perma
nence in any treaty which might be concluded, 
the appearance of a disposition to negotiate 
for a general peac~, on just and suitable terms, 
would not fail to be met, by the King, with' 

- an earnest desire to give it the fullest and 
speediest effect. The speech notjfied the trea
ties of defensive alliance which had been con
cluded with the two Imperial Courts, and 
the ratification of a commercial.,treaty with 
Anlerica. " 

Though the declaration of his Majesty's 
readiness to treaf for peace was highly satis
factory even to those members who thought" 
with Mr. Wilberforce, that pelU::e was. most 
desirable, • still it was unable . to sllence the 
clamours of' Opposition. ],{r~ Sheridan eveIi 
deduced from it the' efttraordinaty fact, that 
the prospect of peace was now more distant 
than ever. Both. he and Mr. Fox dwelt 
long on the wretched state of the country, in 
which famine was declared to exist j while 
the King was surrounded " with starving, 
dejected, irritated, and clamourous, subjects~" 
-and " the poor and' unhappy people of tIlls' 
country were governed in such a manner as· 
to make almost every man of them· feel the 
misfortune of scarcity and want."· Ministers 

~ Woodfall'. Report&~ October 29-
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~ere~enslJred .by }\~r~ F~x, lor .,llppu~~ng ,aU 
th<;l distr(ss~s. of the French to' :the,~ar~ ;v:hile 
they 1voul~t not. allow those qf Jl1e,EnglisQ 
tP. PfPce~d .fropl the same sour~~:' ,Hel:eN.e.., 
~~;n~~dthis st~t~ment as ~u' a9surdi~y,'top ,gro,s,s 
fqr ,argument,and which could not be, crec:litt;d 
;itllout a 'simendel' of the u~c4:rstandit;,g.
Y~t :QotJling was mor~ certain, that the 'dis" 

· ~rt;sses, e~perie~cec:l by the people of I the ,two 
?,Ountries, ,'1ere imput,\-ble to; totally different 
causes. In France; the war was the· .pretext 
for placing the .whole property andpopl-llation 

· ~f ,tb.e <;Ol\ntry at the absolulie· :disposa\o'f the 
governme~t, wh9, :w'itho1,lt any ,regard: to :con., 
'~equen~es, saCl:,ifi<;ed eve~Y9bject to t?eexec~tjo~ 
pf ,their revolutionary desig~s; anal wholly di.s" 
tegarding .the interests·of trade, .. COmn1erce, 
lnalluf~ctures, and agri~u1ture tore .the trader: 
the merchant, theinanllfacturer, ~ndthe faflne~, 
f;'om their respective ~ccupations' and,p,-,~suit~j 
~md thus; by_ din~il;1ishillg the· xe~ou,~~es, ~hile 

· they . in~reased the ,expenees, of the state, ali.d 
~ried up the ordina'ry chaD?els of ~upply,. they 
produced.a general distress. But in Englflnd, 
ttw distress whichprev~iled '~t~his tiI~e '~ll§ 
pro~lu~ed :e'u~irqly ,by :th~ i~ilure of '.t~~ cr?P~ ,~~ 
}~V? successi\~e ye;lf~, w.hichcould 1l0~, as~~.r~~IY:t 

. be imputed to the ~ar. - In ;th~ on,e ,case, 'the 
~;ar' was, t~~ ore~~~tive ~~~se :,~f tliC'.dist;ess;-



in the other, it had" nothing to tID w,itl! i~7:" 
Nothing short, ,then, of a surrender of .. tbe 
understanding, .~~uld render a man blinc,l to 
·the glaring distinctiofl. Mr. Fox C(;>ncurT~~Iin 
opinion with 1\lr. Sheridan, that the speecp. .pi~ 
not" lloId ,out to the impoverishe~, o.Ppr..essqJ, 
~nd starvmgpeople ,of :England, a;nea~e! Plos
pect of the te~illation9f this lunfortllI?<lt<:! 
~var." They both rejQiee~ ,!n the .destructi.on 
(>f .the nou\'bo~s ;--.and h was ~ta~d,. ~hat tbe 
Ministers h:j.d put an at~ocious. falfe}loo.d in th~ 
mouths of the cmigrflnt~,.~t.quiberon. ,vhoh!l~ 
asserted Louis XVIII. ~o be .their, lawful 19n9. 
As this statement co~ld. only be" fo~ndedontbe 
alledged right of the p~ople to dethrQne ,!l:p.d 
murder t1~eir Sovereign,~nd to c,lisinheri,thi~ 
lawful heirs, it was probably con~idered jls one 
of those absurdities which wer~ too gro,ss rior 

. argument, as no attempt was .made to ,e~pQSt; 
its folly Ilud it& falsehood.· After ~he 0pPQsi~ 

• I 

* Mr • .fox. 'iq the debate.' asserted, that the otfe~iv~ 
decree, of the 19th of November. 1792, had been form~lIy 
repealed by Robespierre himself. It b~s been already shewn,· 
that this was not the fact j and that even the proposal for limit
ing the application of its anarchical provisions to .countries. lIt 
war. with the Repub1i~~ .was ~outed III 1,mwo~thy ~'(enQ( 
lieriou8 discussion,--}"et ~t doe, I)ot appear. from the parli~
meDtary reports, that the assertion of Mr. Fox wall contradicte!l 
1>1 any of~NIle~bers, _ . . ' .. 

. , . 
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tion had exhausted every topic which could 
supply food for censure or condemnation j
after they bad freely indulged in representations 
peculiarly calculated to promote the spirit of 
disaffection, ;Which had just manifested itself 
in so plain and direct a manner ;-,-Mr. Fox 
moved an amendment to the address, which 
h'ad been proposed by Lord Dalkeith, asserting 
the ability of the French government to main
tain the accustomed relations of peace and 
amity with other nations, and praying. his 
Majesty to give directions to his Ministers, 
to offer such terms to' the French Republic, 
as would be c~nsistent with the honour of his 
Majesty's Crown, a~d with the security and 
interests of his people. 

This amendment was resisted by Mr. Pitt, 
who considered it as containing a proposition 
soextraordinar~ in itself, that he could not 
believe Mr. Fox was serious in making it.-· 
After observing the supposed state of universal 
degradation and disappointment, to which we 

. had beeu redli!ced in consequence of the war, 
we were advised, at that momeut, to sue Jor 
peace, without being informed how the nego
tiation was to be conducted, or what indemnity 
this country was to receive. The Amendment, 
therefore, only held out the mockery of return
ing to a state of security and peace.-Such 
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were the nature and state of the question which 
Mr. Fox had iubmitted to the House; a pro- I 

position which, according to the sacred· rules 
of Parliament, any gentleman might bring for
ward withfJut personal responsibility, and, of , 
course,without incurring any threat of impeach-
ment; though a Minister, were he to 5lUbmit 
such a proposition to. the House, without its 
previous sanction, would' assuredly stand in a 
very different predic~ment. Mr. Pitt ' entered~ 
at large, into the grounds on which the satis
faction had beeJl expressed in the speech at the 
impl'oved state of public a:ffairs.-:-These, prin
cipally, c(lD'sisted in the reduced' means of the 
enemy for the prosecution of the war; and 
in that change in theirintemal state, which 
afforded a fairer ,F.-ospect of their being soon 
placed in a situation to give a reasonable secu
rity for fulfilling any terms of peace which 
might be concluded with them. The assignats 
had been reduced in value, in the course of the 
last year, from twenty-five, or twenty, to one 
and a half per cent.;-that is, that a year before 
one hunqred pounds in assignats produced 
twenty, or twenty- five, pounds in specie" Of 

goods, whereas no\v they only produced, thirty -
shillings. The whole amount of assignats, too, 
wa~ no less tltan seven hundred and twenty 
Plillions iterling, While all the French rulers, 



tif(a:n~i~'s., '~ndpoliticians,', (:oncurred in.the 
.Qpinion, ,that it was necessqry to withdraw a 
gl:e<\t llumber of Jhem fro111 circqlation, :and 
.th<\tinevit~bleruin WQuld be the .consequence 
pf'.. tbeir increase. Meta1lic::pieces ,had iheen 
J:ecently propose4 as ,substitute.s for assjgnats,; 
:but)if these were to-pass for more than :their 
intrinsic; ,value, the only iClifference would 'be, 
Ith\lit .Qn~ ,species of assignatsweJ:e made -pf 
paper, J<lnd .the otper ,of' metal. No means, 
.how,e\~er~ had been ~ret ,devised for ;procuring 
·~.sufficiency of m~~al for,the purpose.~A nation~ 
4estituteof gold and silver, CQuldollly obtail,l 
~pse prec,ious JIletals in exchange for the pro
ilu.ction~ of,their pwnsoil, ·if any.:remained for 
exportation, &fter, the Internal consumptionh~d 
beeu supplied . ......-;B!lt France.wasdeprived of this 
.resource by thed.estrilction of her trade~ com.. 
aneJ:ce, and manufact~lres. Mr. Pitt shewed the' 
.effect wllich this ~eprt:ciation ofassignats must 
J:xave an all the operatiOllS 1m ,goyernment~ and 
-:particularly o.n tbepp.y of ;the troops;' whence 
~e deduc.ed jh~ r;<;ste.lJ.ce of tho Sf. reduced means 
~f offence 10vhich 'constituted a aolid ground of 
.JUltisfaction. 

As to ,the second ground .cf satisfaction, 
.the .alle.d,ged improvement in the internal state 
pi' F.rance, ,he .o'bsC'l"Ved, ,·thqt· the French now: 
.universally . reprobated that system of .oppres-
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sian under which they had ,sO long gT()ahetl;~ 
They also expressed their detestation and abhorw 
rence of that system of government 'which niu} 
met with -such' enthusiastic applausf in this 
country. The new constitution had been usher .. 
ed in with a' denunciation- ,of- all the othet 
systems' of government which ~d beOO devised' 
in the course of the. revolution.-- They had! 
examined into many of' them with a' philoso-: 
phi cal accuracy; and had investigated the' 
causes of 'many of those' unparalleledhor.rors' 
from which .t11ey had derived many useful-Ies.: 
sons; This was the only chalice of convincing, 
them that a safe and honourable' peace could 

• not- be built orr any of those b~seless theories; 
which were formerly so- m't'u:h- relished' in 
France.-They seemed now to be satisfied: that 
they must renounce' their desperate projects, and' 
build-a system of peace on more solid and dura.: 
bkgrounds. 

Such was the change in the jntemal state 
of France, which induced Mr. Pitt ~o think 
that the period was nearer at hano, at which
a secure peace might be conduded with France; 
and he unequivocally expressed bis determi.! 
nation' to avail himself of the first favourable
opportunity which should occur for-the com
pletion of that desirable purpose. He declared 
that if the neW' "Con$titutioll of France sbould'.-
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meet with the' general acquiescence of the 
nation, he should consider all objections to the 
form of government entirely removed; and that 
the question, as to the securi ty of a peace, 
would then depend only on the terms. But 
should peace be the consequence of this state 
of things,' he frankly acknowledged that he 
should regret that the efforts, and reso~r<;es 
of the principal nations of Europe, contending, 
against a country in a temporary delirium, and 
exposing others to destruction, had not been' 
more vigorously and effectually employed, for 
the purpose of restoring social order, exiled. 
law, morality, and religion. But being under 
the ne<!es'sity of submitting to these things:: 
which he could not controul, he was disposed 
to look with gratitude to the many favourable 
circumstances which then existed. If .we were 
but true to ourselves, much might yet be. done 
for the honour alid security of' the country.-:-, 
Much had been done to destroy those. destruc
tive principles that had so long prevailed in 
France,. anl laid waste that fine country.
The resources of a brave and free p~ople, living. 
under a mild and _ w~l1-regulated government, 
and supported hy individual industry, were 
i,nfinite. They had enabled us to defray the 
beavy expences 'of the war in which we were 
engaged, while France bad been. living on the 
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~apita.l of the country. After the payment of 
our taxes, though,· in some degree, burthen. 
some, every man in this island could say, his 
personal safety, his personal liberty, and his 
private property, were secure, under die protec. 
tion of the law. Mr. Pitt repelled the charges 
preferred against himself and his colleagues, . 
and . reprobated the inflammatory language 
which bad been used during the discussion.
The address was carried by a great majority, 
there appearing, on the division, only fifty .. 
nine votes against it. Mr. Wilberforce declared 
hi~self perfectly satisfied with it . 

. The first legislative measure now submitted 
to the cognizance. of Parliament, reiated ~ 
a subject which was uppermost in every man's 
mind, at .this conjuncture-the late attack on 
the person of the King. It was not to be sup
posed, that the Minister would remain satisfied 
with the proclamations which had been issued, 
offering a reward for the apprehension of the 
culprits, and stimulating the vigilance of .tPe 

- magistrates, in the suppression of seditious 
meetings, without the adoption of some effica~ 
cious means for the preventi~n of similar 
attempts, or for ensuring the punishment of the. 
offenders, in case they should be made. It wa$' 
with this view that a bill, '. for the safety an~ 
p'reservation of his l\fajesty's person and govem~ 



ihent, against treasonable' and~ seditiotis ;, pl'ac; 
tic,rs' and attempts," was' brought in bJLord 

, Gren.ville~ eady in November~ Ahd' ani>ther 
bill, "for,.the effectuaUy preventing'of seditious 
Ineetings and· assemblies;" was brought in' by 
l\Ir. Pitt himself. These bills were' atknow;;, . 
ledged td· be' founded on the proclamations 
already· issued. I!l introducing the .first of 
these to: the House of Lurds, Lotd Grenville 
·ob~erved., that it was notorious;' that' the evil 
which the bill aimed to correct; had reached to 
stIch an, height arid extent~ that not' only 
seditious papers 'were printed and diffused, but 
meetings were publicly advertised' and holden, 
at which discourses were delivered of i 
seditious nature, calculated to mislead i the 
llfinds, confound the judgment, and infhience 
the· passions, of the multutide, industriously 
.collected to hear them. To that,! dea~'ly' ,and 
undeniably, was to be ascribed: the outflige 
which1 bad. rec..eJitly· been c~mIriitted; . It was 
no longer the flimsy pietenceof some im'aginary 
gl'ievance, no longer the slight pretext of a 'wish 
fora PaHian'lentary Reform, that could be allf;dged . 
and aV'O\ved a~ the' motive' for such meetings, 

. . \ . , 

and for su'Ch 'conduct. That thi'n veil had been .. 
lately 'torn away, and" in the face of broad day; 
an atteinpi liad ; been l111lJe, directly, on l th~ 
person of' the' So,,~ereign. . Every' man' rimsl 
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admit, that moreeffecth'e measures, had beed. 
'thus rendered necessary'fol' the prevention of a 
return' of similar outrages, andhts Lordship 
ascribed that attack t6 the toieration: of thoS(1 

" ' 

licentious proceedings which had recently been 
witnessed 'in the vicinity, of the ,metropolis. 
Indeed~ the' treasonable and 'seditious speeches, 
which had, of late,: been sd insidiously dissemi~ 
nateu, at public meetings, together with the 
number of libels otherwise circulated, were so 
general, and ' $cI notorious, tliat they' most parti~ 
cularly called for ',the interference o~ 'Par1ia~ 
ment. It waS the bounden duty of the Minis· 
ten to endeavour to'(:heck their 'fhigitiQUS ~e~:", 
dency; and ilieir first cal-ehad bee~ 'to tu~rl to 
the lawf\ of the country, ,and to ,the hlstOl'Yof 
Parliament, in'order to ~scertain what prect:detit~ 
existed applicable to theoccaslon;andhov; 

,'our aDcestofS' bad' conducted' themselves undet 
similar circ~mstances ;-such'precedents had pee~ 
found" 'and, the:· 'bill ,now" introduced'· was 
grounded ;00:' thetD j' and, indeed, was; in ':~ 
great measure, 'copied from twq acts, ,one' passed 
in the reign of Elizabeth; and the! other in that 
of Chai'les . the Second. ' .. 

On 'the introductioh 'of-the 'second 'bill. 
:to the House of 'CoinmoIi~, 'l\f~" Ptttobserved~ 
that the pubiic had seen; with becoming indig'
llation, that a 'virtuou~ and beloyedSoverdgn. 

VOI._ IV. E e 



had been, attncked, i,o the most criminal and' 
outrageous manner, q,Dd at a time, too, when 
lle. was in the e~ercise of' the greatest and most 
important functions of kingly capacity, when 
h~ was going to assemble the great council of 
the nation,-that grea,t; and, indeed, only, 
'~eso'u'rce against every natiqnal evil. 'rhe first 
5ensations of every man's mi]:ld, so iIpmediately 
'directe~ against the lif~ of the King of these 
realms,. must be those of horror and detestation 
of the wicked;, the diabolic,al, wretches, who, 
in contempt (If the . respect ~ncl reverence due to 
the. ~credch~acter of. $eir Sovereign, in 

'(:QntemFtof 'th~wllQle legislaturc::, by a kind of 
conGtlQtr~t(ld: tIlalice, directec:l :a- blow~ at once, 

"a.t its ,thr~ ,branches, in at~eOlpting to ass~si!" 
nat€; ~: milq:a.n~ benignant'Monarch, \vho was 
tIlt:; gr~~ ·c.eme~1:.t and centre of our gloriou~ 
~nstitution. 10. contemplating' this calamity, 
·it.w()ul£} b~. fe,lt, that some:correction must be: 
giv,en,to the, laws. at present. in force against 
such crimes; means must: be found to repress 
~he spirit ~hich gave birth to so daring an 
9l\trage" and, to, ~prevent such' unprecedented 
consequences of sedition, ,and of sedition, too, 
l~ding; tQ''lssassin~(;iollJ by th~ most de~picable-, 
~S,\ven. as the. JllO~t .darigerpus, of all. modes of 
att~ck, a:gain~tl ,t~ie, vit<l~ principles ,of' the 
State" in. the person of the Sovereign .... 
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I~ under this fir~t ,impression;, eyery: mall 
~hould thinkJlim~elf called upon,: by t~e loyalty 
and allegiance which he owed to, th~ ~Qve~,eigIJ 

office, by the reverence, due tQ, re)igion"by 
.elf-preservation; and the happineSli of I\Ociety' 
at Jarge, to apply a remedy ~to these ver1 
,alar~ing symptoms, ano~er impression woul4 
arise. out of it, equally forcible1, ,andequ!\ll.)f 
obvious; nameiy, that the House would do t;1~s 
business hut by halves, andac~ c:lretesslyan4 
ineffectually; if. they dil'ect~d their. at~c:ntio1J
only to that separate act, ,and not to thpse,~i,lt 
~hievo~ and formidable circums.t~ce" whi~4 
were connected ,vith it~ inp~in~~, pri~ci~s, 
and which produced it, il,lpointof faci •.. ' 
, Mr .. Pitt declared" ,that, in l){~inting put t~ 
~he Hous,e such ,a. ~emedy~, in his m~d~. 
wOllld be efficient, he shou~d ~ot be. goveme4 
,by legal distinctions" but by p~dential p,~~i~ 
pIes. ,If the House viewecl the separ~te CIoct with 
that ~ye of honor which he conceiv~d, t~ey 
m~st j and if so viewing it, they f~It the coq~ 
,·ir:tion, th~t, means' ~hould jmmedjately ~e 
adppt~d for f~eventing. ~ . repet~tion of sU,c~, 
,enormities, the )lext poin~ which would pr~$$ 
\l pon, ~he~ mincls, as, arising ou~,of ,the:; tWQ 

former, was" that some measure; shQul~ b. . .. . ~ '.~ 

devis.ed fOl: putting a ,stop to those. seditious 
asseIpblifll, whi.c)l serye~ as vehic~es, of fac~oQ. , 

, Ee ~ . 
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and disloyaltYJ~which f~nn~d, and kep't alive, 
th~ flame of, disaffection, an,dfilled the minds of 
~he 'people with discontent. He had the most iIi· 
dubitable proof to support him in the assertion, 
that 'this sentiment pervaded, 'riot only ,that 
House, but the whole kingdom'; and that 
in no one instance which had ever occur-

. red, were the Commons called upon more 
loudly, by the wishes and pray~rs of 
au anxious community, than they were at 
this time, by the whole people of En,gland, ,to 
'~vert thefuin with which these assemblies 
tllcnaced the country,' by preventing thei'r 
'farther, proceedings. ' 

'He then' adverted to the bill for the 
, ' , I 

protection of the Royal, Person, brought into 
;the ,<>ther House by Lord ' Grenville,· axid 
proceede'd" to stElte, that the ,meetIngs to which 
be'~lluded~ere of two descriptions; under the 
first" :uf which fell those' meetings which. 
undei a l>i'ftext' (to which they by no means . 
adhered) 'of petitioning' Parliament 'for rights, 
'of ,which they affected to be deprived, agitated 
questions" and promulgated "opinions an<\ 
insinuations, hostile to" the 'existing govern:. 
\neht, and teilding to bring, "it :intodisrepute' . 
\vitn" the people., The' other "'descriptions, , 
though less : il.umerpus, :not'less public,n6r 
les"s' d;im~el'()us~ 'were 'concerted. ' evidently,' fOf 
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the purrose of disseminating unju5t grounds 
of Jealousy, discontent, and false .complaintss 

against the constitution,-of irritating the 
minds of the. people against their lawflill' 
governors, and' of encouraging them to the 
commission· of acts even of treason. itself; . In 
these meetings, ~very thing ~hich could create 
faction, every thing which coulqexcite discon
tent, every thing which cotdd prepare the 
minds of those w h6 attended for rebellion, 
was industriously circulated. 'Both these;, 
descriptions of meetings required some stro\lg. 
Ia\v for their suppression; for if the arm 'of the. 
executive government was not strengthened 
by such a laW', they would, be continued" if 
not to Jhe utter ruin, certainly to. tbein .. 
delible disgrace of the country. 

As to the fi:rst descriptio',n, no one would, 
'Venture to deny the right of the. people to, 
express their opinions on political men. and, 
measures, and to.·discuss and 'assert their .right 
I)f petitioning all tht: ~ranchesof theJegis~ 
lature; nor was there any man who WOll;ld bet 
further .from encroaching on that right than. 
Mr. Pitt himself. I~ was undollutedly. a most 
valuable privilege, of which nothing should 
deprive them.' But, on, the other hand, .if 
meetings of this kind. were made the mereCOVel'i 
~r the. pretext,. for acts which w.ere as incon,. 
sistent with ~he libelt~ of the subject, !is it.was' . 
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possible to. imagine any 'thing to"be ;if~ i~stead 
of stating grievances, the people were'exCited 
'to rebellion; if, iilstead of favoring the' pl:in
ciples of freedom~ the very foundation Of' it 

. 'was to' be destroyed, and w~th it.the happiness 
of the people, it was high time for the legis
iature to interpose with its, authority~ 

In the application of the 'desired remedy, 
two things were to be considered ;-the first, 
to correct the abuse of a sacred and invaluable 
privilege; the .second, to preserve that pri~ 

viege 'inviolate. -. Caution was, therefore, 
nee 'essary, lest, on the one hand, the rights of 
tIle people should be encroached 011; or,' on the 
other, the abuse of those rights should· be 
suffered to become the instrument of their 
total extinction. This was justly considered 
as a matter of great deFc~cy i-but thCi: real' 
question - was, didIlot the pressure of the 
mqment render. some remedy necessary? 

A more clear and defined power, in .the 
magistrate, was evidently wanting to disperse, 
~nd put all end to, all meetings likely to be 
productive' of such consequences as had heen 

, noticed •. It WaS by nO me~ns intended, Mr. Pitt 
sard, to apply thi's power of dispersion to 
:neetings professedly, and.' obviously, lawful, 
and held for legal and 'constitutional purposes; 
but that, in every case of a numero~s . meeting, 



bf 'Yhatevernature, or under whatevercolo'ul'. 
notice should be given, .0 as to eJlllb1e the magis
trate to keep a watchfl!! eye over their proceed
ings. The object of this p.otice Wa$ toenfQrce 
~he attendance of the magistrate, fOl' the pre..; 
servation of t;he public peace,. forpl'eventing 
any, measure which might tend ,to attack, ,f)l' 

to bring into contempt, 'e;itbe.r the Sov~reign 
bimself, or _ any. branch, -of the 'established 
government of the country. The luagistrate 
was to be empowered to apprehend any persons 
whose conduct should seemca.lculated 'fQi' those 
purposes, and any resistance to a .niagjstri1te~ 

SO acting, was to be deemed felony .in every 
person concerned in .it. On perceiving the 
proceedings of such meeting to be tuulllituous. 
and leading to badconsequeDces of tbe nature 
described, the magistrate would have power, 

. simiJar to that Wl1ich the riot-act alreadt con
ferred on him, to disperse that assembly; und, 
after reading the riot-act, and ordering thein 
to ·disperse, any Dum·ber pf persons remaining, 
would" as by' the ''riot-act, in~ur the pena,liy 
of the law-felony. This summary powel'~ pro
posed to.be vested in tIte magistrate, would itiU 
leave to the Eeople tIle fail' light to petition, 
on the ODe ha~d, but' WOUld,011 the other, pre-
vent the abuse of it. ' 

Of ~bc other ,description of meetin~s .to be' 
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subjected to legislative restrictions,'" were, 
public. lectures, delivered by' men who made 
the dis$emination of sepition the means of sub ... 
sistence. To· them Mr. Pitt proposed to apply 
l'e~lations 60methipg' lik~ those which" had 
passed abputfoll,rteen yeau· bf!fore, ill an act; 

'called J£ansjie/as Act, by· which all houses, 
w.herein meetings: {)f an improper kind ,were 
holden on a Sunday, lV~re to b~ considered, !1nd 
treCl,ted, as, disordt:rlyhouses. Such were the 
outlines of the proposed bill, as ~tated, by Mr. 
~itt, when he moved th~ House for h~ave·to. 
bring it in. 

, These bilts, in, their 'progress· through the 
t~o Houses, gave rise·to some of the most ani
mated. debates, and to the promulgation or" 
some of the most extraordinary and most' 
mischievous senti.ments, which Parliament, 
had witnessed fota series of years, The most 
violent. opposers of them were Messrs. Fox, 
Qrey, and Sheridan, all. of whom made no 
Bcru pte to declare their firm c~m viction, that.' 
there' was. p.o danger whatever to be dreaded. 
frol,ll the, I).umer~)Us societies;' now ill exist-. 
{!nce; and denied, in the, most· explicit, 
terms, all connectio11 between the proceed
ings . of tho.se societies,and of the tumul
tuous nleetings which had. been recentiy . 
llolden, ill the fields ~ea.r the metr()pol~s~ and 
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the late attempt to murd.er the King in/his 'Way 
to Parliament.-Theyeven went· so far as to 
support the monstrous assertion of .. a Peer,. 
aiready noticed, .. that ·Ministers dlemse1ves 
were the authors of that diabolical attetnpt~ 

At one time, it was ascribed to persons actually 
employed by Ministers; at other till)eS to their 
"disbanded spies ;""-in short, to any:thing but 
its true cause. Another of, them had ,the·,. 
boldness to call the whole body of Ministers 
traitors, in . language too, plain to be mis" 
understood~ by the least acute persons who 
heard it, though purposely so guarded. ai to 

. eieape the punishment wh~ch·itrichly deserved.' 
It' was urged by Ministers, said .. this decorous: 
senator, that. there were not only discontented: 
m~,' but traitors, in the coun~ry, who sought. 
in the most daring manner, to destroy the·, 
constitution ;...,...that there· were such wretches, 
he would readily admit; wretches of the most 
b~se anq abominable kind J traitors who strove} 
by \be most avociou8 means, to sub,'ert.the 
c'onstitution; he would not name who those, 
traitors were, nor in. what Bituations they .. wer<;' 
placed, but he wag convinced that,if Ilufiered; 
t~ proceed in· their. iniquitous, plans, they_ 
'vo,nld i~evitably produce, tile dreadful effecu, 

.. Woodfall's Report'~ NoY.lO,. 1795, ~.laSI-~Ir. 
Sheridan's Jpeecla. ,. • , 
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wllich were so much affected to be apprehended 
fi'om popular meetings~ and private clubs.
SllCh language was highly unbecoming a. 
member of the House. of Commons~ who~ jf 
he had reason to bel~ve. the Ministers to be 
traitors, was bound, ;~ aD. honest man, and an 
upright representative, . openly al!d directly to 
state such reason to the House,. and manfully 
to support the charge. To skulk beneath an 
ambiguous expression, and indirectly to assert 
wllathe did not dare. fairly to state, ~as mean 
. and pusillanimous. He further. declared, that 
he could not conceive any connection between 
the meeting at Copenhagen - House and the 
outrage which had been committed on his 
Majesty's person; so far from it, he' would 

'J'ather incur the imputation of acting with' 
those men· to whom Ministers alluded, than 

, ~~ 

suifer the motion, made that night to pass 
without his most marked disapprobation; 
considering it, as he did, as an attempt to rfo 
the people if'theif' dearest rights, and en$/a't.'t! tile 
fUltim~. 

On the other hand, it was contended, that 
,there was an intimate connection' between 
the proceedings at Copenhagen-Hous~ and tIle 
disgraceful outrage 'which followed-; and tha~' 

! Idem Ibid. 1'.196. :Mr. Gret. speech. 



this was so obvious, -that it was wonderful any 
man, possessed of the .com~on powers of rea
soning, should doubt it.- An attempt had 
been nyule against the King, and a doctrine 
wa~ preached on the practice of ~' Kiogkilling." 
The doctrine was preached, and the .attempt 
was made. The designs of the speakers were 
not disguised; they 'publicly declaimed against 
his Majesty and gov€;nimetit. .... 

The same argument was pressed with 
great force J>y the· Attorney-General,. who pi"a

duced a number of libels, printed bya " CitizeD. 
Lee," and circulated 'at the meetings of the 
1I0cieties which it was the object of one of the 
,bills to suppress. The first.. of these was 
entitled, c; A Summ=lry of Citizenship;" which 
described the Tyrants of England to consist of 
,-arious classes, such as Priests, Soldiers, and 
Lawyers; priests were stated to be the 
preachers and supporters of tyranny and D1d

rtarchy; and which declared, that the Monarch 
winked at clerical peoulation.-The books of 
Moses and Christ were asserted not to ha~6 

'bee!l' written .by the authors wllose names they, 
bore, but fabricated by the propagators and 
supporters of despotism. ' This work ·was to be 

.' ... ;. ~ '." ... , '! :' ~ 

* Mr. Cal\lliqg's speech,Nov. 16,·.·Woodfall', Reports, 
p. 225: ; ...:... ~ , , ':' 
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to be'printed expressly' for t1le edification and 
instruction of society. Another 'book ,pro
duced,. was called, " A Summary Of the Rights of 
Kings t and was printed by the same ci ti:l~nt at the 
Tree. of Liberty .. It set forth, in genet'aI, that the 
c~lfseof God' to man was kingly government;" 
that, the' lower orders were sacrificed to. Mo
narchy; and that the 'poor, luckless inhabitants 
of this country were half-stan"cd and emaciated. 
The expressions it contained against the King, 
were so gross, 80 base, and so scandalous, that 
decency forbade to mention them. Every 
body kIltw that there were people riow'who 
lived by libels; it had become a trade. People' 
\\~ent intO. a shop not to buy a single libel, but' 
jnto a' shop full of nothing but libels. It .was' 
not unusual, also, in different' parts of the 
town, to see the wares of useful trades exposed. 
to; sale, on one side,of a shop, and libels on the 
other j-they app.earecl tp be multiplied for the 
purpose.of rendering ptose.cutioJ:l, more difficult, 
and so baffling the law.t 

The .. A.ttorney - General declared, that, 
wi thout t1le aid of th~se bil1~, i~ would be iID:-' 

~ 

'* .. The text for ,this pr~io~disserUtiQn ~jppplied by 
Earl Stanhope. in. one of his sreeches in the UrFer House.: 

"/,1'" . .~,') ~'r 

t Attorn~'y.Gel1eral'1 speech,; Nov.;160-1bid.· r. ~S{J~" .. 



'practicable to put a stop to 'suchflagitous pt~ 
ceedings~ He observed_ that in the years 1791 
a.nd 17g2, the object of the societies 'was. 
clearly and distinctly, universal sutfrage, :whicb 
was equivalent to' no King . ..,......rhey -addressed 
the iacobin Societies in France to that effect, 
anQ, 'received for .answer, from the regicides of 
that country, that they hoped that England 
would, soon have ,a National Conventiofi; :and 
thatthcyshoul4 'be 'soon employed in' trans~ 
mitting, to, the, soldiers of England,weapolli 
and' pikes, and caps of liberty. ,.r.etthe 'lan~ 
guage a~d conduct of the meetings at Sheffield, 
Wakefield, and Chalk Farm, be duly 'Weighed~ 
They did ~ot say they wouIa petition:parlia:" 
:n)cnt; but, called their legislators, .their pIun:' 
derers, their eneniies, and oppressors,:lneaning 
'the three branche~ of the legislature. If these, 
'circumstances wer~ tonsideJ'ed, the necessity 'of 
'such 'a law as 'that now proposed woul~ be. 
:manifest. ' ;1£ the 'societies and Dlf:etings \vere 
~sutrel'ed 'to pmceed, thebu~inFss ,of the C01U}., 

;tiy tould.notK6 on. , The libels and "doctrines, 
circulated' at St;' George's Fieius~' 'at Chalk 
:Farm, at the Globe, Ta verri.and Copenhagt;ti
'House, 'were sufficient to'inftanie 'and irritate 
!the minds of the people sci:as 'to prevent them 
fr6m : properly . estimating the,· ~li:ssirigs which 
111ey l:ilJoyed under Ii free: go~ernl1lent. 
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It was noUeft .to Ministers alone to defend 
these hills~ and to expose, the futility and falser 
llood of many of the assertion! of Opposition; 
several of the most respectable of that worthy 
class of members,. distinguished by the appeJ... 
lation: of Country Gentlemen:,. stood 'forward 
upon thisocca;sion •.. · ~ir Francis Basset,. in par
ticular,. advanced. argu.ment:; and facts,. which 
.no asseverations could .shake, .and no sophistry 
could CoDfute. In order to prove the connec~ 
tion between the meeting at Copenhagen House, 
immediately b~fore Pal'liament was assembled, 
and· the' attack on the' King, he quoted ,the 
following expression which. had been used at 
that place: " His gTacious Majesty is to meet 
Ii-is· ~arliament on Thursday next" and ~ hope 
that you will give. him a' warm receptipn 1"
Would any man of common sense pretend 
that this. expression was to. be, ~nderstood as._ 

, applying to theap'plat;se which arose 'from 
attachment~ or zeal~ for his service? ·W~ it 
not obviously for the purpose of contwnely? 
Upon the real intent of it, no man living could 
doubt Ii single moment. Reference was. made, 
by this worthy Barone,t, to the manner' and 
time of passin~ the riot-act, _ which _ vested 
great powe!i' in the magistrates. -. ,It ... passed, 
witholltinquil'Ya at a. period when'thercwere 
individuals in . the _~g,dom.'who ,wi~~, to 
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remove the King from the Tluone, and' tet 
place another upon. it. Yet the danger theD. 
dreaded was most truly atated· to be nothing 
when compared with t~ existing ~anger.J Had 
the family of' Stuart been placed l~oon the 
Throne, the whole of the constitution would 
DO' have been destroyed; the property of. every 
individual would not have been seized; personal 
distinctions would Dot have been sacrificed; 
and some security would have remained foi- the 
preservation of the form of our government. 
If,. howev~r, the persons who n~ strove against 
government should succeed" there would be an 
end; at alIce, to the very form of our. constitu
tion.The mischiefs of those. clubs, which .it 
was the object of .the bill· to suppress, bad 
.truck Sir: Francis Basset, as well as.many other 
COUlltry gentlemen, so forcibly,; that they 
thought the :Ministef extremely. remiss in not 
having brought some such measure as the pre
sent ·forwaJ'd, long before tha.t time, -for the 
consideration· of Parliament .. _ He stated ·otie of 
the questions lately submitted for discuislon, 

. at one of the debating societies, to havebeen-.
"Whether 'the Peopl~ ought to be i~: a State of 
Rebellion, in cOllsequenfe ~of aCollvention 
'Bm passed 'by ParliameJii?~'Tpese I persons 

\ . _ . 
. must allow, Parliament' to be~ither a legal.oT 
. an, illegal'. assembly; if. legal,.. they. ;ought ... ~ 
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exercise their . au thori ty over: :sucii. daring 
debates; if· illegal, there:!: was. ·all' end at 'once 
'of all their ·ltuthOl"ity. If similar discussions 
wel:e allowed, lui ventured' to. assert, that-the 
constit~on of this country would. not last a 
twe1vemontbJ:tI= ' .. ':', :. . . I.' • : t· 

,The asse{tionof sii· Francis Basset, ·that a 
revolution, which-would have placed a Monarch 
of the House. of Stuart on the Throne, would 
not be so fatal to English liberty, as a revolu:" 
tion on French .principles, roused the irrdigna .. 
tion of the. great panegyrist· of ,the French 
Revolution. who declal'ed it t~ be jacobitism in 
perfection, . What, he asked, would the House 
of Stuart have done,. had they" been established 
on the Throne ? .They would. JuJve introduced tilt 
Catholic Religion, . instead of ;the ,Pl'otest"ant.t 
They would, perhaps, have. put an e.nd to Par:" 
liament, restraiued the rights of Juries', arid 

. subverted the Liberty 'of the Press,. ;But, ad •. 
'mitting that. they would have ,done ,an 'this, 
which is npt at all. probable, (except the intra .. 

\ .. 
* Sir Francis Basset's speech, in W~odfall'sReportsJ Nov. 

16th. Po 303. . • ,-., "'j ,;: ;. \ .. 

, . • - ; i . ': ",' _:" , ~ 
t Mr. Fox's speech, in Woodfill's Reports, Nol'. '17th. 

p.35S. ',And yet Mr. Fox hal since insisted. that the'reStora
, tion of the Roman Catholic religion constituted no part of their 

plan who wiihed. to rea tore Jam.e.s the Second to the TblWe t 4 
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tluction 8£ Popery) would not a French Revo~ 
lution have done much more? 'It would have' 
destroyed all religion, all justice, all laws, all 
morals, and all pioperty~ , 

The arguments of Sir Francis Basset were: 
principally supported by Lord' Mornington" 
who took a most able 'andcompreheDsive view 
~f the subject. He shewed, that the seditious' . 
societies had again held their meetings, and' cleve-' 
Joped their designs, in publications or the most 
dangerous tendency. In one' ,of these they 
stated, "that they had suffered ,a.storin; that' 
their vessel was endangered, but now ,had put 
too sea with greater prospect of succesS 'than' 
ever j that they bad' the satistactionto see their 
principles activeIypropagating among theiJ: 
countrymen; and that their numbers multiplied' 
at the rate of one hundred a.nd fifty riew mem
bers' in a \veek; and sometimes seventy or' 
eighty in a; day." It'seerned as if thewhol~ ~f 
the British nation were convened on this extra-' 
ordinary .occasion; for, upon t~eir own dec;la':' 
ration, they had renewed their 'system, and 
increased the means of propagating thei~ doc
trines. They had told the people what they , 
were to expect 'from inerhiess,' and what from 
supplication; and exc1aim:ed~ "lIow lon'g, Obi 
foolish countrymen, will you.', CllU' upOJi' 
V~I~ pf' . 



iIercules?"-An exclamation: the ,meaning 01 
which was too obvious to requfre explanatioq ... 
: , ;Though, the French Re~pl~tionis~s . were, 

objects of admiration' to these societies" the late. 
cO,neluct of the yallic Patriots, in modifying 
ip.eirdemocr~tical principlesJ and still more, no 
doubt, in gi,:ing a death blow to aU correspond-, 

.Ing and affiliated so~ieties, had highly off~nded 

. their fellow-labourers in this country. ' for they. 
were now accused of having, in their new con~ 
stitution, . adopted an. impelfect system, . by 
abandon~ng the prindple of equ,ality, by' ren-, 
dei'ing. prope~ty, a, necessary ,qualification., in 
electors, 'and iu giving up the right of universal 
suffrage~ The' societies, for the better execu-, 
tion of their plan, affected to ~dopt a pacifi~ 
system, des::laring, ," That they did not mean to. 
demand rights ,with arn~s,but ~y\.certain mea., 
sures, of such a nature; that the House of' Com
mons must accede to th~lll; a~d tl'lat, if any, 
despaired of obtaining u. l"eform,~nd looked
for that to riot, they would tell them, that it 
wa~ n?t riot, th~t, could bring about a REVO~U~, 
TION which everyone must wi$~ jo7·." This. 
pacific system, how~ve'r, wa$ o~ly to be, con-, 
tiuued, provided the Parliamentwould yoInu
tariJy su~n~it to the absurd, ~nd extravagant. 

_ doctrine,s of uD.~versal" suffrage, apd, ~nnual 
,,llarliaments, which ,vas ~neither'mor~:,~or It;ss/,. 
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than a. surrender of tIle constitution.' The ign();o 
rance of the lower classes of ' the people, they 
c~nsidered as the grand prop of the constitu.
tion, ,since it led them to cherish thoii8. a.rtificial 
uistinctions, without which it could not sub.' 
list. 'It was, therefore, proposed to remove 
this ignorance by the wide circulation of cheap 
publicatio~s among them, the expences of 
whicb were to be defrayed from the revenue of 
the societies. In this notable scneme,. for thl;;: 

iIlurnination of ignorant subjects, with "the 
patriotic view of converting them into enlight
ened rebels, three societies were .more par-, 

, ticularly engaged ;-the London Corresponding 
Society, the Society of the Friends of ,Liberty, 
and the London Reforming Society ; from book~ 
sold by the printers and boo\sellers of these sod. 
eties, specially-recommended by them as' patriot' 
hooksellers, in 'W hose hands, too, the petition of the 
nieetingat Copenhagen-House was left, for the pur
pose of receiving signatures, Lord Mornington 
quoted several passages, in cor~oboration of hi~ 
argutpents. The object of these books was tq 
excite the.poo~ to,seiie the landed p,ropertyof , 
the kingdom; to stir up the soldiery to mutiny; 
to . ~egl'ade and debas~ tIle naval and military 
characters; to stigmatize every naval and mili ... 
tary su~cess as a. misfortune; to represent th;" 
...administration of justice as corrupt from its yery 

:rf ~_ 



436· 

..source, and the judges as venal, ansi influenced by 
th~ , King ~nd his Minis.ters;. to mark the nobi-

o • 

lity, as a degraded rafe, an~ to invite the people 
10 hurl them from their. seats; to hold. upmonar
chy as" a .burde~ and hereditary monarchyaa 
\l8elC~ absurd, ~ndfounded on false principles; 
'l-nd to take every,.opportunity of ridiculing the 
person. of; our Sover~ign with the most imme
'tliate licentiousness; t~, recomm~nd regicide; 
to,blasrl1eme. the scriptures" and revile religion, 
as accessari~s. t~. the. system which they con
d~mnedas.ruinousJ. oppressive,' and.. corrupt; 

. anq, lastly, to decry the established. church and 
~onstitqtion, till. they had· brought the. people 
~C? that pit~hof frantic rage, that' would, inevi

. tably end.i~ their pul~ing down the pillar of the 
State, ~nd. burying~ the whole fabric in one 
\1ndistinguishabl~. mass of ruins •. ~' 

In one of the p~mphlets, rea4 in support 
Q£. these assertions; it was. observed, "that the 
landed property <?( the. country was originally 
got .by conquest, or by. encroa~hment on the 
property of, the. people; and,: as those puhlic 
ro';he.rs~ W~10 had so obtained its possession; had 
.. hewn no· moderation in t'be use; of .it, Jt would 
~ot be.fit to neglect the precious opportunity of 
l'ecoverillg their rjgh~s. Afew hearty fellows, 
w jth. arllls~ &c. x,night. takff possession:. of the 
wIlole; a particular committe.e be, appointed ,to 



m:eive it; all the possessOrs. be called upon' t~ 
'deliver up to that committee, tlieirwritings 
and documents, in order to be burned; ana the 
owners be made to disgorge the last payment. of 
their tenants, in order tofonn a fund for .goal· 
citizens; arid, if the aristocraCy rose in resist
ance, let the people be firm, and dispatch them, 
cutting off root and branch." This simple pr~ 
posal, for adopting tlle Parisian mode of acquir
ing 'wealth, -Was published by a bookseIler"and 
printer, at' whose house the Copenhagen-HoGse 
petition lay for signatures. 

Another . of these patriotic productiona 
contained a definition of a. guillotine,"'::"'·' An, 
instrument of rare invention. As it is ,he 
'Custom to decapitate~ and not '. hang I\.ings, 
it is proper to havethis~instrument ready, to 
make death·, easy to them, supposirig-a neceS;. 
isity nf' cutting them otf..:..,..:This instrument i_' 
1.lsed only for great malefactors, srith as King~ 
Dishops; and Prime-Ministers. ' England and 
Frahce have had' their regular tUrns in e:\:ecu:. 
ting their Kings ;~France did it last, &c.";..;,..:;. 
1:'he pamphlet ill which wa"s displayed this kirid. 
and considerate regard for ,the ease of Sovereipis, 
in their last, moments,'and in which Anker". 
Itroem and Damif1ls, "the Swedish and' Fl-ench 
regicides, were held up to the reverence of 

. mankind, was also published by one of the" . . 
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patriotic Printers,; Citizen Lee, . recommended by 
the societies. . 

It was maintained, by Lord Mornirigton, 
and with great truth, that, this language pro· 
ceeded·from the~ heart of as foul a traitor as 
~ver nised the dagger. of a parricide. It was 
not even English treasoil ;....:...it was all French.
It resembled more the bloody page o( Marat, 
'~r the sanguinary code of Robespierre, tl~anthe' 
prod~ction of an Englishma.n.,. . .His Lordship 
unequivocally stated, .on his own knowledge" 
. that one production. entitled King-killing, : and 
,anothercalied The Reign if George the .Last, 
were lold at Copen'hagen-House.· U~der such 

.:mpressions as these did .the persons assembled 
go there to .discuss political subjects. . There' 

.. the present sca,rcity,was' attributed.. not tQ t11e 
: failure ()f crops, but·to parli~meiltarycorrup. 
tion. The people were -taught, that 'they had 
no hope left from 'legislative' or . extX;utive 
powers, but that .they, were to look to. them. 
selves alone, since they could expect no redress ' 
froin the constituted authorities. ,It.was under 

,these, circumstances" and.at this crisis, . thatt~e 
a.ttack was madepponthe King; and while the 

, ·nation was in co~stern'ation, and horror at. the. 
event, a printer had -the audacity, to publish a. 
libel, in:which the whole of therfacts were mis-
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. represented, with a vie,v to excite'the ridicule 
And contempt of the people.· . 

To these arguments and facts, which carried 
tonviction to e\"ery mind which the torpedo 
of party had. not benumbed', Mr, Sheridan 

. opposed nothing but senseless ridicute;· <mi,.. 
placed irony, and bold assertions. Aware ,of 
the impression which such proofs as Lord Mor
nington had exhibited must produce upon; the 
House, and lltterly unable to invalidate :them, 

,he descended, to a most unworthy subterfuge, 
and denied what he could not controvert . . He 
did not hesitate to say, in answer"t'o those :who 
quoted paragraphs, pamphlets, and hand .. bills, 
that Ie he paid no credit to their ~sertions,and 
WIU resolved to 'give none; ancl,if he were to 
single out any person frotD the . crowd (without 
the insinuatloh of a personal afi)'ont) he should 

. declaro that the noble' Lord was the least 
entitled to his credit."t 

, " However f i11decorous this' all edged incTeo:
dulity might, be it was highly politiCo' He 
,treated the apprehensions of evil effec~ from 
the 'revolutionary proceedings of the day.w'itQ 

:derision '~nd contempt •• Tbj: arguments wh~cll ' 
of 

• . Lord Morni~gtOD'1 speech, of Noyemberthe 17tb.-. 
Woodfall'. Parliamentary ReportsJ p. p. 332-~3g. 

t Idem. Ibid.P. 340. 



,Lord ~orpi~gtoq hlld,Illilde"use pf, ,,~o proV,6 the 
connection between th~ proceediQgs ot ,tll~ 

;~9m19~, C\ln:espondjng SoGie~y, and tlleacc.idental 
~out~ge which had b~en offe~ed ,to thepefli~m of 
tAe, .s~ve:t:e~gn, 'peith~T. dazzled ,his sight) nor 
s~tisfi~d his u,nderst<l,J;lding.-:+ In fact, ;he did not 
Qelj~ye ,:there w~s any fl1Qre Co'I\nc;ction between, 
.the two" th;mbetw4!en tlw,~loble Lord's speech 
~nd tl;1e ques~ion in, debate, 

J~was as'Htt1~ cOO1patible with the dignity 
,pf.::t. ,natipnill <;:oi.Incil,. a& it )Va~ c.opsistent.wit.h 
:CQmnwu sense, to talk. of a1\ accidentala1;te)Dpt 
tQ murder.' the ,Kiug I " Tha~ accident, in . the 
.same;spirit, .. J,\fr. Sheridan a~<;rib~d to the pres
,SUfe pf distress; and, whh .~. kind pf revolu
,tioDIlfY logic. observed,'.'" <;>ther riots,' oJher 
tumults,othel'insurtec,tiqns, pad ~eeQJrequent 
'jn, . ul~nostev.ery county thxoug40~t England; 
and h,is J\laje~ty's troops ilad, if tell . been called 
upon to, shed the blood of his ~~ajesty'" sub
ject$, who had been guilty of riot and distur
hance; on accou;li of the distl'eas and famine 
~ri8inG from" the wqr!'" thus cro,wding' in~() 

* Woodfa11's Reports, Noveniber i', p. ,!42.-~-Tbe whole 
a{ this speech was nearly as inflammatory as any ot the speeches 
tit Copenhagen-House. and not. more argumentative. It w8!J 
eltogetper unworthy it man of Mr. Sheridan's abilities ; it was 
throughout a paltry: attempt to tlatter th~ populace;' and...in many 
respects, a mere echo of the declamatory harangues of the 
political field-preachers.--Towardslheclose of it, he told the 
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a single sentence, as many fatseassertions, ,and 
inflammatory insinuations, as were ever ,COID

press~d, by the most ingenious revolutionist,' 
in so small a space. 

In the; course of these discussions every 
epithet expressive of abuse, which the language 
could supply, without descending to the voca
bulary of Billingsgate, was exhausted by tbe 
Opposition, on- the bills before the House, and on 
the l\finister. and members ,by whom they were 
supported. Every attempt was made to' excite 
tho people to rise, in order to preve~ t the bills 
from passing, by intimidating Parliament, and 
to sti,mulate them to resist their execution when 
passed, "which could only he done by open reoolt, 
and 4cls of rebellion. 

In the debate of the'17th of ;November, 
Mr. l'o~,~(ter representing the bill for the, 
suppres~ion of seditious meeting!las absolutely 
destructive of the very basi's of the,col)stitu-

<j~;\ 

, ~.~: 
House,.-" They should consider that they were all of them 
the mvanls of the people of England •• --They voted and acted 
in that House Dot iiI their individual capacity, but as' agents 
and allorniel for others i" and yet he could talk of a lweI apan 
the Co.n6tit~doD. and upon ~he ~ouse of Commons I .. TQe' 
conduct of the societies," which preached ~son and seditioq. 
.. he considered himseit bound to defend. h~ause the societies 
were the objects of general obloquy and_ ~lamour," By the 
lame rule. he ~ught to have d~fended the conduct of J;>amiens. 
Robespierre. ,!nd Allkers,troem ! . ' 



:tion, declared, that, should it pass, ft' woutd 
cost him hut little an:riety, that a spirit of ,'esist
once was found impossible to be suppressed. He· 

, believed.a spirit of discontent to be pretty 
general in the country at present; alid he had 
no hesitation 'in saying,. that it originated ion a 
bad government,in wicked and ruinous rnea
sures, and in the blind and unmeaning con
fidence which the people had too long rep,osed 
in an unfortunate and desperate administration.lIt 

Here a resistance, not to be controlled by 
the laws,~as evid~ntlyanticipated; with any 
thing but 'regrt:t; and a justifia~lernotive, in 
the estimation of the speaker, assigned for its 
existence. Six d!l.Ys after,he recurred to the 
same subject, ,and saill, that if the bilis were to 
pass, and his opinion were asked by the people, tJI 

to theirohedience, he 8hould.aay that it rvas1UJ 
longer a question of morality ~r duty, hut if pru
dence.· It would, indeed, be a case of extremity 
alone whicl~_ c?~ld justif.r resistance" and de 
Imly question would he, 'whether that ,resistance 
were prudent ?-And this sentiment, which wa9' 
as clear and direct an exhortation to rebellion' as> . 
words could convey, he d~clared to b.~ the result 
of ~eliherati~~t . 'if. 

it WoodfaU's Parliamentary Reports for 1795. NoveaWOI' 
'ii, 'p. us. . 

t IdeM. Ibid. No~.mber 23., p~ 454. 



443 

That such was the impression made on the 
1,ninds of the House, at the time Jbe· speecl~ was 
delivered, is evident. from the observations of 
l\f!. Pitt, wboimmediately rose arid. declared; 
that, consistently with his duty, ~sa member 
-of Parliament; with his feelings as a man; with 
'his attachment to- ilis" Sovereign,_ and his vene-:-
ration for th~ constitution, he could not hear 
iluch sentiments avowed,with9ut rising instantly 
1:0 express his horror and indignation' at them. 
Mr. Fox hadm~de a bold, broad, and unqua
lified declaration, . that, if his argu.gients and his 

. measures did not prel!ent the P!lSSiflg of bills 
which a great'majOl;i.ty of· the House concei,'ed 

. to be necessary for the security of the person of 
the SQ,'ereign, and ihepreservation of the rights 
of the people, . he would have recourse to (title';" 
·rentmeans of opposition; He h.ad avowed. his 
,intention of settin·g up his own arguments hi 
'()pposition.,- to 'the authority of the legislature~ 
·IIe~had said,' that' if his advicfi.were .asked~ be 

. . .. '"; " ... ,.... . 
:would p~t ,the' 'propriety of resistance o~]y on, 
the. question of prudence, .wfthout considering 
whether • the .,consequencesof this' advice might .. 
~ fol1ow~ b.1 the penal ties ;of heason, and· the 
danger of con.v,*ion, thus opel\!y advising an 
appeal to the sword, which must cither consign 
its authors to. the vengeance of the- viola:te4· 
law,!, or, in~olve: the country in ,anarchy and 



bloodshed. 1\ft'. Fox,had taken tare not 1;0 be 
mistated; happily tor the country, this decla
ration of his principles was ,too clfar . to admit 
of a doubt. . Mr. Pitt was glad ,that he had 
been so unreserved and explicit. The House 
and the coUntry would judge of his conduct 
from his own language ';, they might see the 
extent of his 'veneration for the constitution, 
and of his res~ct f~rParliament, when, in 
violation of his duty,' in defiance of legal pu
nishment, he could bring himself to utter such 
sentiments.:<Mr. Pitt was glad that he had made 
that avow;tt,' because he hoped it would warn all 
the true friends of the constitution to tally 
round it for its defence. He would not enter 
into a discussion of the abstract right of !esist
ance, or what degree of oppression, on ~he part 
of the government, would set the people free 
from their a11egiance; he wo'uid only remind the 
House, that the principles of those bills, to whicb 
such language luid been applied, had met' with 
the approbation" of a large ma.jority, and he 
trusted that majority had not forgotten what . 
was due to themselves and their country. He 
hoped they would convince Mr. Fo:i, that they· 
had l}ot lost 'the spirit of t~eir ancestors, to 
which such ffequent teference' had 'been made; 
~nd that, if they were driven, by treason, to th~ . 
hard necessity of defending the constitutio~ by 
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force, they ,!ould act with that irresistible 
energy which such a crime would necessarily 
excite in a loyal assembly. The power of the 
law of England, he trusted, would be sqffi.cient 
to defeat the machinations of all who risqued 
such dangerou's doctrines, and to punish treason 
wherever it might be found. Should'the law 
fail, all the true friends to the constitution 
must fight under its banner, and display as much 
vigour ina good cause as desperate men might 
exert in a bad one. They must hazard, if neees
sary,tbeir lh-es, their fOltunes, and every thing 

,? 

held dear, t9 rescue themselves from that anar-
chy, that wretchedness,· into which such unre
mitting efforts, were made to· plunge the 
countrl'.-" , 

This strong, but just, comment ,on Mr. 
, Fox's speech, led that gentleman to re-state his 
expressi~n.~His, 'he pronounced, to be the sen
timents for which our forefathers shed their 
blood, ,and upon which the" ~ l:evolution was, 
founded. ; But, that he might "not l,Je mistaken, 
he said, that the case he put 'vas, that these. 
bills might be passed by a corrupt majority of 
Parli.amel\t, contrary to the opinion and -senti
ments of' the -great boJy of \he nation. If 
the majority of"the people approved of these' 

I 
• WuadfaU', Reports, November 23~ J795, p.455.457. . ' 
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bills, he \vould not' be the 'person to mf1am~ 
their IJ.1in~s, and stir them up to rebellion; 
but if, in the general opinion of the couutry, 

. it was c;onceived, that these bills attacked the' 
. fundamental principles' of our constitution, he 
then maintained, that the propriety of resist-· 
ance, jhstead of remaiuing any lon,ger a ques-' 
tion of morality, would become merely a ques-
tion of prudence. He might be told that· 
these were strong words; but strong-measures 
l'equired strong words. He would not submit 
to arbitrary power, while" there remained any' 
alternative to vindicate his freedom." 

This explanation served only to fix:: Mr. 
Fox's meaning as it was before expressed.
If the majority of the people were adverse to 
the bills, and should conceive them to attack 
the fu'n'damental principles of the constitution, 
then, should they pass,they would be justified, 
in' his opinion, in having recourse to a rebellion; 
-and it would"be the'duty of a'good patriotj 
under such circuinstances~ ,to stir them up to 
rebellion; unless, indeed, he should be restrained 
by n10l'€ prudential considerations, arising out' 
of their comparative' strength with ~l~at of tb 
government, and the consequent probability of 
6uctess in their attempts to ovelthrow it., 

, • WQolifaU'. llepol'ts; November 23. p .• 5"~ 



Throughout the whole of. this discuss~on; 
1\1~. Fox and his associates reprobated these 
bills as most wicked and atrocious~ as sub\'er .. 
sive of. the lib~rty of the pl'~SS, as a~ blow 
aimed at the outworks of the consti~u1-ion; nei
ther more nor less. than a dar!~g attempt to, 
Jubvert. its very foundation, and the freedom 
of discussion. Upon the liberty of the pre~ 
the basis of the constitution was knowI,l to 
rest;- take this away, and the whole fabric, 
must fall.- Ail his arguments, al\.his C011C!U-:

,li9ns, went t~ p~ove, not only that the .bills 
did attack the fllnd~mental principles ,of the. 
~onstitution, but that ~he m!ljorityof the ,peo
ple were convinced ,that they didso.t This 
was the language of the. whole party, when 
they addresse4 the, people at the ,popular meet· 
jng~ whichwere holden ~n different place.s,: for 
the cQnsideration of the question; or when 

. ,~, 
I .. 

* See W~dfalJ'. Reportl~ November 17, p.358. 

t 10 the .~,la8t debate on the N~ject, Mr. F~x thuit 
exprelaed l1i~aelf; .... -:" I.believe it (the bill~ to be, in !lIe true 
lense of the phrase, as clearly against Ihe general sense of the 
people oj t~ country, and' liS entirely unpopular, as any mell~' 
lure that bas eve~ been brought before Parliament,"-- And • 
again.-'~ Nothing gives me more ple'asure and satisfaction 
than to feel, that 11 vast majority of Ihe people of 'E~gland agree 

with me in this daring attack ,0,11 o'urCons!itutiun."--WoodfaU', 

:Re~.~,tI, D~. 3, -p, .202A ~al.,. . 



they eipatiate~l in Parliamen't on the numerous . 
. petitions which were presented against the bills: 

And, therefore,it was the obvious and neces .. 
sary iuference, that, in Mr. Fox's' opInion, the' 
moment {he bills passed into laws, the people 
would be Justified in rising in rebellion against 
them. Such were not the sentiments of our 
ancestors, who brought 'about the' revolution 
of 1688; not the principle on which' that 
revolu tion was- founded. The patriots of that 
day were too wise to disC1ISS the abstract right: 
of resistance; to investigate, or 'attempt to 
asccrtairi~ the causes which would justify rebel
lion; or ,to 'reason on a supposed majority of 
the people as opposed to a known and decisive 
majority of their representatives. They wisely 
conte!}ted themselves with. the application ot 
an '~deq\1ate r~medy to an existing evil, and 
w.ith providing for the' imme~iate exigency, 
which called for their interference, though pos
sibly not in the most' regular,.- nor most unob~ 
jectionable, mannt;r. ,The acknowledged basis' 
of the whole proceeding, however, as (far as 
related to ,the established interruption of the' 
regular line of succession, was theKing's abdication 
if the Throne. There is a~ essentiai'p,ifference, 
between an unnecessary discussidn of the ab .. 
stract right of resistan'ce, with a view to sheW' 
what acts of government will justify a rebeI-
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lion, and the actual' recourse . to resistance d 
a crisis which admits of no other .remedy; and 
which, therefore, .can neither be foreseen nor 
provided against.' 

It was justly remarked by Mr. Windh3.1~, 
tlIat Mr. Fox's explanatioll took nothingl"rom 
the dangerous tendency of his' original decl~-

· ration, the meaning of. which· was obviously 
the same which had been assigned to it by Mr. 
Pitt.-It was, that Mr. Fox would advise the
people, whenever they were strong enough, to' 
resist the execution of'the law. He rested. on 
no majority, but the majority tff fo~ce. He had 
brought the matter to a crisis, and it was now 
verging to that point to which, in the opinion 

/ of Mr. Windham, it had long tended. It was 
alarming to· the coimtrj, but they must look at 
it ;-the danger ought tq be known to ;!~m; 
and i~ tJ1ey did not see the dreadful precipYte, 
near which they stood, in hisapprebensi~i 
they were lost for ever.-At least, they had a. 

· fair warningi they now knew, from the une-• 
. ,qqivQcal declarations of Mr .. Fox, what lengths 

would be justified; they had time to prepare 
against the .danger, and to provide f~r their 

· safety; but he w:ould not wish for a dishonour':' 
.able safety; not a safety gained by flight and 
pusillanimity; he would have them, in manly 
fortitude, meet the dan~er. In that case, Mr • 

. VO.L.IV. g, 
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Fox would Ofind that Ministers were determined 
to 'exert a vigour beyond the law, as exercised 
in' ordinary tinies, and ,under common circum
stances. Times and circumstances would then ., 

• require stronger laws, and the exertion of more 
refficacious means for putting -these . ,laws in 
-execution,'. He deprecated the idea of an aldect 
'mind as ,much as Mr. Fox; and therefore it was 
.that . Ministers, whatever : strength and daring 
'were opposed to them, would be able, he trusted, 
'to meet it with ·an equal degree of strength and' 
'combination" . 

It has ,been observed, that the principal 
-associates ~f Mr. Fox joined him in enforcing 
!this doctrine 'of ·resistance. In thedepate of 
:the twenty-third of Noveniber. Mr. Sturt, who 
l1adpresentedapetition, against the bills, from 
·the 'London Corresponding Society, speaking in 
vindication of his Clients, (for, according to his 

. Aqiend, 1\1r. ~Sheridan's definition of the repre
sentative character, he was one of the Attornie$ 

,-of the people,) said,-" ThesepeopJe are friends 
·to a parliamentaryrefonn; aQd they apprehend, 
that if the Parliamentdoes'not accqmplish that 
-reform, arevoliltion will ejJeet it;· and so do I; 
'~JlllY, I will go further, perhaps, I thillk a revo
'Iution'better·of the two!"· It does not appear, 

* Woodfall's Rep91ts~ November 23, p.410. 
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by the Parliamentary Reports, that this man wa'~ 
called to order by the House; perhaps the Speaker 
was of opinion, that the ignorance of the deClara
tion was so much greater than its profligacy, as to 
render silent contempt the most proper mark of 
disapprobation. In the same debate,Mr. She
ridan insisted that, if the bills ,should pass, the 
'peopl~ would be a/aves; and, if they were to 
ask him how they were to act, if those bills 
'passed by corrupt majorities, (and, if they 
: passed at an, they could only, pass ,by majorities 
which he would consider as corrupt) he should 
-teU' them, they 'ought to resist whene'Oer they 
could prudenttg do, it! As men' of spirit Could 

,they act otherwise? The people would say, 
~, You, by your 'language in that House, have 

. i1!ftamed us, arid now you do not dare'to pursue 
the measures -you the1"emaintained."*~'· Here 
was a clear and explicit avowal, that the lan
gllage of the Opposition was calculated t<l',in~ 
flame the minds fi>f the people, and to rouse tbem 

-to actS of~bellion!' , ' , 
Mr.-'Grey, at the same ,time, declared, with 

great boldn~ss, that he would not shrink from 
the principle advanced by Mr. Fox;, and he
would repeat with him, that if, by the govern
ment of ~he country, measures were carrial.. 

* Idem. Ibid. P. 4.49 •• 

Gg~ 
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;nto efiect, contralY to the wishes of a great 
majority of the people, (not to be ascertained
by the voice of their representatives in Parlia
ment) to the libt:rties of the nation, (of which 
he himself was to be the judge) if he should 
,be asked, -whether the people. ought to refrain 
from resistance, he would say that they should 
only be induced to refrain from motives of 
prudence.* 

\Vhell such open exhortations to resistance 
as ,these were used in Parliament, and such 
,attempts, were made to justify them, on' the 
principl~s of the revolution, well. might 1\11". 
,Pitt exclaim-CI The.ch~lfge I urge' against the 
.gentlemen in Opposition to these bills is, first, 
that tile means they make use of for spreading', 

,an alarm, is misrepresentation; and, secqndly; 
~hat t11is alarming oft,he people is attempted 

· for '. the express purpose of rousing tllem, if 
practicable, 'to a spirit of resistance against the 
legislature, with.a view to overthrow the act~ 
of the King, Lords, and Commons" in Parlia- , 

· ment assembled; -and, ius tead of the peaceable 
,and constitutional means of petitioning, to 
encourage the people to resort to f<?rce, by a 

_ language which, 'I believe, no individual in this 
• ,co}ln~ry has ever bolden before, and which t11..e 
right honourable gentlen-lan (Mr. Fox) has,- at 

- * Iblll. P. 4&l. 
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!east, entitl~d himsel,f to th~ honour~!.~ 
mtrmJnced Into Parhament ltself. Of thIs we 
complain; nor: shall we cease to complain, that 
those gentlemen, 'whQ express such peculiar 
anxiety for the interests of the, people,for the 
welfare of the country, and such a regard for. 
the privileges of Parliament, that, under pre
tence of attachmeo t to Whig princip1es, they 
have affected to maintain t~ose doctrines which 
were justifiable only under extraordinary cir .. ' 
cumstances, and to lay them down as established' 
maxims, founded in truth and general wisdom;' 
because ollr ancestors had recourse to resistance 
t~ a King, WIl0 aimed at the' overthrow of the 
national religion;' who attempted to govern 
without Parliaments altogether; who was, in 
fact, against all lawr and who "iolated the, 
constitution of the country;-they consider 
th.is resistance. as a general rule, and, in their 
imitatiou. of the principle, are animating the 

; pe~pJe, not to an opposition of ilI~gaI' and un. 
constitutional exercise of prerogative, ·01' of a 
wanton' dis.regard of the laws, but to a resist-· 
ance of a. law, legally sanctioned by the tluee 
branches of thelegislatllre., I defy these gen
tlemen to shew the consistency of such conduct 
with the principles and practice of those whom 
they profess t~ make the objects of their' imi .. 
tat ion."· ' 

* WoodfaU'1 Reporta, Nov. 24th, p.47Q. 



. The discussions on the bills, which pro 
duced many noble specimens of Englisl 
eloquence, and none more distinguished thaI 
the speech of Mr. Grant, (the present Mastel 
of the Rolls) on the 25th of November, which, 
for strength of argument, solidity of thought, 
perspicuity of arrangement, and correctness oj 
principle, has seldom been. equalled, were pro
tracted to the beginning of December, . when 
they finally passed' the House of Commons. 
The violence of the Opposition produced a very 
4ifferent effect from that which was expected 
from it; for it considerably diminished their 
numbers, . which' were unusually small upon 
every division, and never was any measure 
sanctioned by larger majorities. Universal 
exertions, illdeed, had been made to procure 
petitions against the bills, from every descrip
tion. of persons; but though these efforts were 
productive of little effect, in biassing the judg .. 
ment of Pariiament, they made a considerable 
impression on the public mind, and greatly 
increased that ferment which had before mani
fest~d itself. 

In considering the bills themseives, it 
cannot pe denied, that'the restrictions imposed 
by . one of them, on the exercise of constitu .. 
tional rights and privileges, were such as could 
be jtlstified only by imperiou,s necessity; and 



had the l\Iinister failed to establish the exist ... · 
ence of such necessity, he would have had no,; 
solid ,reason t~ urge in their support. But thct 
necesshyWqs clearly and, fully demonstrated;, 
~n~ it appeared. evident, to all jmpafti~l~ un-. 
biassed, and reflecting mind~, that nothing less .. 
than such remedies as, the bills provided. would; 
I!\uffice. to stem tha~ torrent of disa,ffectiol\, 
w hich. gu~jng· out ft:om various. sources. 
threatened to Qverwhelm the whole fabric oft; 
Bri~sh fl~eedom.-It i$ only for tqe bette .. secu..~, 
rity. of that goodly edifice, that it is aUow,able 
to impose even temporary' restrictions. on the 
eujoyment of' any p~rtion of iMt liberty which, 
cons):itutcs the birthright of Britons., 

By the first, of these laws "for the safety 
and preservation of hill Majesty's, person an<l 
goverI)ment, against treasonabk and sediti9QS,' 
practices and ~ttempts," it ~a$ enacted, that if; 
any persons should. compass,.. or imagine,. or 
intend, death, destruction, or ~ny.bodily harm •. 
t~ the person of the King, , or to depose him, or, 
w:ay:lay. in order, by force, tocoUlpel .. him .t<>J 
change his measures or counsels. or to overawe 
either House, of Parliament, or to excite a"; 
invasion of '4nyof his Majesty's.dominions, and 
&haJJ express and. declare such.' intentions by" 
printing, writing, Of. any overt-act,. he shall 
suffer death ~ a. traitor.-,-.A~d, if any. one, by 
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had the Minister failed to establish the existM 

enee of such ne<:e5sity, he would have had nQ,; 
iOlid . reason ~. urge in their support. But th~, 
llecessity w~s clearly and fully demonstrated;. 
~nd it appeared. evident. to allimpal'tial~ un-. 
biassed, and reflec1in:g mind~, that nothing less ... 
than such remedies as. the bills provided, would; 
suffice. to stem that. torrent of disa.ffectiol\; 
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threatened to overwhelm the whole fab,ric of,; 
British (reedom.-It is only for t4e better secu.-~ 
rity. of that goodly edifice~ that it is allowable 
to impo$e even temporary' restrictions on the 
enjoyment of any p~rtion of ihat liberty which, 
constitutes the birthright of Britons. 

By the first. of these Ill-wI! "for the safety 
and preservation of hi~ Majesty's. person andt 
goverIlment, against treasonable. and seditious.' 
practices and attempt&," it WaS enacted, that if: 
any persons should. compass,.. or imagine, ot 
intend, death, destruction, or ~J1ybodily hl!.rm,. 
t~ the person of the King,. or tQ depose him, OT: 

way..:lay, in order, by force, tQ cotnpel .. himt~ 
change his measures or counsels. or to overawe
either House of Parliament, or to' excite. an: 
invasion o( ~y of rus Majesty's dominions, and 
shaij express and. declarc- such .. intentions_ by. 
prin.ting, writing, or any overt·act. he shall 
sufrer deatb~ a traitor.-,,-Apd, if aD~ one, by 



writing~ printing, or other speakings, shall use 
any words or sentences, ,to incite the'people to' 

,hatred and' contempt of the' King, or of the': 
government and constitution, he shall'incur the, 
punishment of a high' misdemeanor j that is; 
nne, imprisonment, and pillory j and~, for a' 
second offence, h~ is subject to a similar punish-' 
ment, or transportation fo.r seven years, at the 
discretion of the 'court: This statute is to ,con-' 
tinue in force until the end of the next session 
of Parliament, after the demise of the Crown. 

The other statute,' for the suppres'sion of 
seditious meetings, enacts, that, no' meeting,' 
exceeding the number of fifty pers~ns, shall be 
'holden, for the, purpose of any petition, '01": 

remonstrance, to the King, or either House of 
Parliament, for the alteration of any matters' 
established in Church or State, or for the' pur
pose of deliberating on any grievance' in the 
same, unless notice of such a meeting be giv~n, 
in the names of seven householders, in~ some, 
public newspapers, five days, at the le~st~, before: 
the me~ting; and every publisher, of a' news-' 
paper, who advertises such a meeting without 

, such a notice as is particularly described in the' 
statute, shall forfeit the sum of ,£50. Or, 
instead of being inserted in a newspaper, it 
,maybe sent, five clays before the meeting, t() 
thec1erk of the peace of. the ,county, ,who 
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shall immediately transmit a copy of it to three 
jU6ticesof the peace within the county. But 
all meetings, ·without such JlJ'evious notice, 
consisting of more than fifty persons, assembled 
for the afi>l'esaid purposes, shall be unlawful 
assemblies; an<;lif, after a proclamation made) 
by a magistrate to· disperse, more than .twelve 
continue'together, they will. be guilty:of & 

capital felony. And if, ina meeting held' pur-' 
suant to .notice, it shall either be proposed in· 
the notice, or anyone shall purpose, at th8 
meeting, to alter, without authority ,of Parlia
ment, any matter established by law, or make 
any proposition to· excite hatred against. the· 
King, or the constitution, then. :one or :more 
justices may order the assembly to disperse, and 
may order the persons who made such proposi-

• tions to be taken into custody. And any per ... 
son who shall obstruct any 111agistrate in the 

. discharge of his duty, in enforcing the directions 
. of, this statute, shall suffer death without benefit 
of clergy. " . 

And if any any' person shall open·f. house, 
where lectures' shail be l'eadUpOll public griev:
ances, or the laws and government of the~e 
kingdoms, to which.persons. s~al\be admitted 
for money, ; such house,' unless previously 
licensed, .shall be considered a disonl~rly house; 
and the person, by whom it is opened, shall 
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forfei t .;8100; and all other persons concem~d, 
as the. president. or chairman at such lectures,. 
or all who shall pay 01' receive money for admis~ 
sion, or who shall deliver out tickets, shall also 
forfeit the sa,me sum. But two justices. may 
grant t a license to read su.ch lectures, which 
shall continue in force for one year) unless 
looner revoked by the justices. at quarter ses
.slons. But this statute does not extend to lec
tures, in the Universities, or to ,discourses given 
by. school-masters to- their scholars ;-and all 
county or other meetings, called by the Lord ... 
Lieutenant or Sheriff; as well as meetings called 
by two justices, or by the majOl: part of a grand 
jury jor by the proper officers of a c~rporation, 
are specially e'xempted from the operation of 
the act.-Three years was the period assigned 
,for the duration of this act..; but the experience 
of its beneficial I «:ffects induced the legislature 
to renew it,· . 

* The learned Editor of Blackstone,. in reference to 
this act, .observes .. U the seditious .meetings, which were held 
before tlie passing' of this statute, were, in fact, temporary" 
'insurrections, and a scandal to a regular g~)Vernment; and. 
however vehement the arguments of some, but principally of 
tllOsewhom they were intended to restraiD,that public liberty wat 
endangered, yet it ought to be remembered, thli't pUblic; libe~t1 
.clInnot eltist without public security. The; antient c;onatitu.-

• P,ofe..or Cbri.liap. 
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In an early stage of the debates pn tllese 
bills, !\fr. Sheridan took an opportunity of 
venting his spleen against the magistrates, who 
had been appointed under the new Police Act. 
Alluding to the authority to disperse seditious 
meetings, proposed to be. vestt:d in the magis
trates, he desired the House to recollect what 
the magistrates were in 'Vestn:tinster, who were 
to be entrusted with this authority.-rThe.?/ u'ere 
flot like the gentlemen if' that llouse, of indepen
dent flrtu'lea, and admillistering justice ~ra-

tional meetings (o~ the investigation of public affairs, with. 
which our forefathers were contented, are not, in the smallest. 
degree, affected by this statute. A public meeting may, at 
apy time, be called to take ·into consideraliOll the state of tbe. 
nation. or the conduct of the King's Ministers. by a !,.ord 
Lieutenant, custos rotulorum. Sheriff' of a county, a convener 
of a county. or stewartry of Scotland. two Jusllees of thq 
Peace. the major part of a grand Jury, either at tbe assizes o. 
qllarter sessions, 'the Mayor, 01: h~d officer, of any cily, or 
town corporate. or the AJderman~ or head' officer. of any 
ward or diviiion. or any corporate body: All these may; in 
thei~ respective jurisdictions, call public meetings, which have 
the same uncontrolled pow!!r. of discussion as they had before 
the statute. Can, then. any wise and well·intentioned 
Eng1ish~an Il!y that his liberty is violatrd by thiS valuable 
itatute 1" , 

Blac/utone's Commentaries, thirteenth edition, 
with notes and additions, l'!J Edward 

Christian, ~s'l' t$" ~c, Val. IV, Note 
to P. 8g. . . 
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luitollsTy on their own estates, hut paid creatures, 
pe1lsionet's, and 'Cellal dependents on .J/lnisters ;-
men '{cit/lOut independ~nce, without integrity, and 
'Cl'lt/lOut talmts. - A libel~ more atl'~cious, more 

* .. What is to be done to render them fit for their 
offices? First you must give them independence, tllen integrity~ 
and Jastly talents," WoodfaU's Reports. Nov, 10, 1795, p, 194. 
If these magistrates were 'flot, as Mr. Sheridan asserted, men 
of independent" fortunes, like some members of that House of 
Commons, they were, also, 'flot like other mem~ers of thai 

Hou,se of Commons, profligate retailers of seditio;]s and trea-
• eon able sentiments, sacrificillg public duty to the gratification 

Df personal malice, and disappointed ambition ;---they were 
• flo! men who courted the privilege of P3rliameflt as the ~nJy 

means of securing themselves from a gaol ;.--they were flot 

men who assumed the mask of patriotism to cover the,most 
selfish and desperate views j:--they were not Il'en who gloried 
in acts for which others. in less favoured situations, have met 
'With ignominious, and highly-de~erved, punishment'j---they 
*ere not men, who, making a boast of independence, did not 
dare to shew their faces in public till returned, by the pliant 
tourtesy of some coD\'enient fdend, for one of those venat 
\oroughs, which had fornled ·the constant subject of their pub-·' 
lie censures ;-:.they were not the vulgar palldars of a turbulent 
populace; por yet the prating parasites of an easy Prince j-_ 
they were 1101 poli tical quacks, who retailed their pestilential 
nostrums .to the ignorant mob, to poison their minds, and to 
receive their dear-bought plaudits in relurn ;--~hey were flol 
hypocritical demagogues who, steadily pursuing a systematif:· 
course' of disloyalty, .occasionally strayed into. the field, of 
loyalty, to gather tbe ll.owen of popularity, when they wet. 
not to be found elsewhere ;--and, lastly, they were not proffi. 
late Ipendthrifts. rioting in senSt!a} debauchery, makiol: d~ 
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indecent, and more false, was' never uttered in. 
~ny of thos~ seditious 'meetings, the object of, . 
which was to defame, with a "jew to destroy, 
the constituted authorities ~f the country. If· 
.the magistrates of 'Yestminster were really such. 
. profJigate and despicable characters, as the 
licentious ton,gue of a demagog-qebere dared· 
to J:epresent th~, tIle Lore:I Chancellor, with
out, whose authority th~y could· neither bp 
appointed, nor yet con'tinue to act,. deserved 
. to be, impeached for as gross a breach of his 
public duty as any of which hecouJd well,be 
guilty.· But it was more pru<lent, and more:: 
lafe, though certainly less honourable and.' 
courageous, to attack a body of men who had 
no means of defence, than to revile Ministers. 
who were present, and prepare4 to hurl bac~ 
the abuse. lavished on them on the heads of 
their opponents. The contemptible opinion 
here avowed of the police magistrates of the 

honesty 'and fraud' the subject of mirth, and the theme of a jest, 
prostituting tbe bounteous gifts of nature, genius, and talents. 

:·to.,the' most un.wortby purposes, and reducing themselves 
belo)\' the level of the brute. It would have been but fair in 

. )dr. Sberidan, when' intent on describing the negative quali
'tie~ ~fthese objects of his reprehension, so to have extended the. 
\5t of them as to make it productive of its proper effect. Hill
f"7nds speak londly of his C6ndouT,--what a pi~, then, he. 

... heuld have su1fercd 10 tine aD opportunity for its displaI te, 
elll~ hi. ~aap. • 



metropolis, if there were really any thing more 
than mere rant and declamatiop., in this, a~ta'ck 
of 1\1r. Sheridan, was evidently founded' on 
the circumstance of their receiving salaries for 
their services; but the same objeCtion would 
apply to ~he judges thamselves; the only diffe
rence between them being, that the latter are 
appointed for life, and the former only for a 
limited time, settled by the legislature. If this 
were a radical objection, justice. could not be 
administered at all in the metropolis, as it 
would be jmp~ssible to find men, properly 

. qualified for the office, who would devote the 
~ 'whole of their time to the gratuitous discharge 

'of sllch important dut,ies; and it· must again 
be left to the most venal of all men, who lite
rally converted its adlliinistration into a regular 
trade. It must be admitted, howevei,thtit so 
long as the situation of police magistrates con
tinues to be less permanent than the situation 
of judges, their conduct ,should excite a great, 
degree of constitutional jealousy, and a strict 
vigilance, in all cases in which the Crown is 
immediately concerned; If either judge or 
magistrat~ could so far forget his duty as to 
carry \with him his political passions and pr,-

'judices into the seat of just ice, and sufter th'em 
to influence his judicial,decisions, he would be 
a disgrace to his station, and publicreprob:,ltion.. 
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... adJressed to the quiet goodsen"se of the peopl~, 
wbich contained some severe strictures on the 

'Whigs, . and, cOlisequently, gave great offence 
.to the Opposition. 

The ingenuity of Mr. Stnrt, who stood 
forward as the champion of the London Cor
responding Society, and as the advocate of 
.them ~11,. and of the printer of the.treasonable 

. hand-hills, and who, at this· very moment, 
. declared, that, for his part, he should p(efer 
a revolution to a riform,* was exertised in dis
. covering, in this tract, which was designed for 
men of far different intellects from his. ow:n~ 
something which he was pleased to term a libel 
on the COllstitution,-'-He' in.troduced the pas
.sage, which h~ had selected for censure, to the 
notice' of. the House, by requesting permission 

',to "read a bit of treason," In this passage 
the author had compared the British Monarchy 
.to a tree, t the stock C?f which was the Monarch,. 

.. Woodfall's Parliamentary Reports, November 23, 1795, 
p.410. 

t The comparison of tbe British Constitution to a tree was 
not a new thought. In tbe " Relations and Observations. His
torical and Poulick, upon the Parliament, begun in· Anno 
Domini 1640, &c." printed in 1648; 'a representation of, 
<r TaB ROYALL OAKS. OF BRITTAYNB," may be seen, with . 
a gang of Presbyterians and Iodependants, busily employed in 
bewing it down,with intent to cait the.whole ofit, trunk as well 
!IS branches, iuto the fire. 



and the, Lords and Commons the branches.
" But these," . said .. the.. au thor, "are only 
branches, and derive their origin, and thei! 
nutriment, from their common parent,:) they 
~ay be lopped off, and the .tree be a tree still; 
tJlOrn, indeed, of its honours,. butoot, like theni, 
cast into the fire. Tht.Kingly·government.may 
gQ on, in all its functions, without Lords and 
Commons; it has, heretofore, done so for years 
together; and, in our. times, it 'does gO .during' 
eyery recess of.Parliament;. but, ;without the 
King,llisPadiament is no more." " 

A plain. mati \V.ould naturally have sup
posed, that the. "!ere statement of a cO~lstitu .. 
tioual· fact, . that the British Monarchy doe~ not 
~ase.to exist, . while. the Parliament.ceases to 
sit, or after.it has been dissolved, {and nothing' 
more either .was or could.be meant by this pas
eage,) a fact. as obvious to the. most ignoran~ 
Of the multitude'aS. to the'lllOBt profound law"
ycr, or the. most acute. statesman, could nei .. , 
ther meet with contradiction' from-. any -.one. 
nor afford the lea~t food' for . party or faction 
to feas t 1I pon., (~But;". exclaimed! the 'erudite -, 
commenmtox: of the: House of· Commons ';-"
" lopp,edoffl--This. is a pretty fellow'!--What 
sort of, a tree wi1l the Constitution hew-hen t111 

House of ,Commons i.~ lopped .off?" This learned -.' 
question might certainly have been aptly ~-

VOL. IV. lJ h 
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swered by· ahothcl" question;-What sort of a 
tree was the Constitution ~when the House of 
Commons was last dissolved? 

. The subject thus mentioned, incidentally, 
was improved upon, without loss of time, by 
1\[1". Sheridan, who vented his spleen. against 
the Father of'the Loy~l Associations, whom he 
abused as a mosf atrocious libeller of the Con. 
8titution i-the whole party joi~ed in the sense· 
less outcry; and a ministerial hireling, with other 
tropes and figures, in . constant' use with the 
faction, was echoed from one end to the other 
.' Iro. • • • 

of the Oppos~tion - bench. But Mr. Sheridan, 
who had so recently' avowe~ his opinion, that 
he should not be. a man of spirit if be did not 
advise the people to resist the execlltion of the 
law, in other words, to rebel, llOW resolved to 
prove 11is legitimate title t9 that character, hy 
lavishing every coarse invec~ive which a vulgar 
mind could generate on 'the supposed au thor 
of this harmless tract" in a place wh<:re he had. 
no opportunity of repelling the .attack.· 

The party were perfectly sensible that Mr. 
Sturt Wa.:i not a: fit pers~n to·be intrusted with 
~le management of so delicate a question; and 
it was s60n resolved" therefore,· to' take' it out 
of, his hands, One .. better. skilled in party ma
meuvrcs, arid 'mo)'e conve~sJant with parliamen~ 
t:lry' tactics, was selected~s· the champi~ of 
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tlle Constitution against this formidable assail'" 
ant. Mr. Sheridan, on the 26th of N.ovember, 
brought the' subject" 'regularly, and formally; 
before the House; and seriously moved, "That 
the said pamphle't is .. most malicious, scanda
lous, and seditious libel,' anclhiglily reflectigg 
on the glorious revolution, containing matters 
tending to create jealousies and 'divi~ions among 
his Majesty·. 'subjects, to :alienate theiraffec
tions ,from our present happy fOl'm'of gc;>vern
ment, as established in' King, Lords, and 
Ci)mmo~s,. and t~ subve~t the true principles 
of our free Constitution; and ~hat the said 
pamphlet'· is a high breach of 'the privileges 
of, this House. Of 'Ridiculous, and pre,posterous, 
as this DlOtion was" as coming from :Mr. Sh~ri ... 
dan, and applied to Mr. Reeves; and appearing, 
as it must appear to aU who ttad a knowledge . 
Of the principles and writings of this last gen
tleman, a fit subject only for derision and eon-

'tempt, it gave rise to a long andcuriou~' 

, . * Mr. Sheridan was, flO doubt, igOorant that this veN .' -( proposition of his own, that the sovereignty of ~is realm. wa. 
yested id tbree estate., ,iz:. ,King, Lords, and ,Commons, haa 

uperienced 'he same fate whicb he proposeli to allot to the 
pamphle(, oC:'M\'. IteeYe8., .le 'was formally. condefunea by a 
deeree o( the'UniYersity of Oxford,' in the year lQ83,IIPd the 
fIook )which contaiDed j, (written by :Dr. Hunton) was ordered , 
10 be bllnled. ' 

Ilh:2 



debate.-It required, indeed, no common com .. 
mand of ~fluntenanct; to remain serious, during 
Mr. Sheridan's speech, after all the iD,flamTii~tory 
harangues which the ,Honse was i~ the habit 
of hearing, from him a,nd his 'associates. ""
Never· did the COQlmons ef Great Britain" in 
mQuerI\ times at least, appeat to so little advan
tage, ~s, during this d,iscussion. The. most gros~ 
ignorance of the parliamentary and legal history 
Qf th,e1country W~ displayed; and such criticism. 
~xhibit~ as ,,:"ould, hilve disgr41cec\ an under
g~adua.~cr ,a~ e~t1?,er o( aUf universities.-But it 

., It IIpl'e~l1"& not 4 little eKtl'8ordinary, ~at Mr. Sheridan, 
.hou~d have stigmatIzed a tra~t as sooittQllS and libellous for 
reB.ecting on the revolution oC 1688, when no man has cast 
thore severe reflections' Oil thaf greae' event than himself.-
~n a dehate on the twentieth of Feb[uary, ·18DO. ML Sheridan. 
alluding tQtqe reign, Qf '~ing William, iaid., <t, Th, majmly 
0/ t/l( Mtjan af Ihal tJeTiod were J.CO~ITIIS ;-- the JACOBITES 

were' cQ'mposed rif the nobili.ty, and the landed interest; and were 
formidable in tl/ciT principles and opposition to Kil/g William." 
This is a direct assertion, that the majority of the nation, in 
population aud property,' were adverse to the revolution j---ill 
wbich case, it must have beell a revoh~tion on Jacobinical 
prrnciple9'. ~ught aboul D)'. the eft"ort~of the few, aided by a 
foreign force, against tbe wishell of ilie IDl.\ny.--It I, not pos .. 
aible to cast a strongt;r reflecticm " OQ the ~lo,rious revolution ;': 
alld if tbeHol\~ of CommOll& of 1800 bad aoted'.coa~istentl1' 
whh the. principles of the House of Commons of 1795.' the, . 
would have taken. dowll M.r. Sheridallil wotds~ .. aJ,H\ have pane4 
on them appropriate oellsurci. 
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answered the purpose of the party; by afford; 
iog ,them an opportunity of abusing the 
most celebrated writers who had combated 
their principles, and opposed theit designs; 
The C011stitutio1lai Law!Jers joined the wit~ and 
witling!! of the'House, and took a COt1spicuous 
part in the debate. 'Mtssrs.'JekyIl and Erskine 
united with Messrs. Sheridan and Courtenay~ 
in condeOlning the perfonnlh1Cej as the most 
dull and despicable of all productions, and. yet 
as the most abusive and dangetous of aU JibeIs~ 
It was curious to h~ar Mr. Courtenay kpeakirig, 
in a tone of decision, on "The Origin ofGbvern'" 
ment," by the Reverend Jo}ln Whitllker; being 
as well qualified to pronounce On the merit 01' 
the productions of that learned historian, prO
found antiquary, ahd eminent divine; as thif 
last was to appreciate the varied (!xcellencies 
of the differen~ nzigr.e 'L'enaies, andfaceti£ parlia~ 
mentaria: of ancrentand modern times. Mt. Reeve!' 
llad no more reason to be ashamed of the com .. 
pany in which his enemies chose to place him~ 
with a Whitaker and a Jones~ than of the invec~ 
tives which were lavished OD him by a ,Sheridall 
and a Courtenay. l\fr. Erskine's Keal, as usual',. 
outstripping his discretion, if not hig know~ 
ledge, led. him to anticipate t11e verdict of the 
jury, and to declar~ that, were he a juror him .. 



self, he would prono~nce.a, ,verdict-of guilty on 
l\Ir. Reeves, without leaving the court.· 

This torrent of abuse which thus threatened 
to overwhelm an unprotected individual, and to 
bear~own, as it were, law and justice in its 
course, Mr. Windham, with that generosity and 
m~lin~ss which so strongly .mark his' polished 
mind, ,alone attempted to. stem. He had, on 
the first introduction of the question, illl1nedi~ 
ately penetrated the mot'ives 'of his accusers, , 
and ,endeavoured to put the House 011 their 
guard. .He loudly~ondemned the very . jnde· 
tent language' which had been applied to Mi·. 
Re~ves; the gentlemen, he truly remarked, who 
had. so traduced his charactt:r, had, doubtless; 
good ,reason for their conduct; the author had 
incurred their displeasure, in proportion as . he 

* At the close of his speech. Mr. Erskine said, " Whell 
a jury shall be impanneUed to try tllis case. and see tbe attack 
upon the Constitutioll stated in the·indictmc;nt. they must. I 
am convinced. feel themselves involved ail parties ill th, libel. 
as well as the House of Commons, which .ordered the prose. 
culion."---'VoodfaU'& Reports. November 26,p, 13, And he 
assigned this as one of his reasons for voting for II imiseculion . 
.. --Strange notions of justic;e mus.t he entertain. who CaD coolly 
I;>fOp0ge to &end a man to be tried by those. who •. he confesses. 
are parties as w,ell as judges, in. t.~e cause. The House of 
9ommon" indeed. claim the privilege of acting in that double 
capacity; and, therefore. possibly. its members m3Y be attached' 
til a mode of prqceeding which 1. at \'ariance with e\'ery prill. 
ciple of British jurisprudence. 



had gained the goOd-will 'of' the country . ...:.. 
He hoped, that neither the House nOl" the mation 
:would forget his exertions in 1 nJ2, in which he 
was supported by the whole country .. If they 
forgot these laudable efforts, they were ungratei. 
ful. l\Ir; Reeves was a man holding an honour" 
able place under government, and receiving the 
reward of honourable services. His general 
conduct was approved by the greater, and, he 
was sure, the better, part of the nation. But 
the conduct of the Opposition . had exposed 
them to ,the imputation of being too deeply 
·in,"'Oh'ed in the machinations. which the activity 
of Mr. Reeves had laboured to counteract ;'
and why was he oil this account to be debarred 
from speaking his sentiments, or fromcontrj .. 
Duting to defend·the Constitution? Mr~ Wind
ham told the Opposition, that he .knew the 
purpose of~their severity and abus~.-lIe knew 
.,veil their lnotil·e for traducing Mr, Reeves, and 
other active Magistrates, and especially those 
of Westminster, .many of whom were men of 
~reat respectability. Theil' ,designs, and aims, 
"vere clearly de\'eloped, and' their zeal, after their 
former supineness (in respect of the numerous 
libels published by the Seditio\1~ Societies) well 
understood. • 

it Speech of November 23.-Woodfall'. Reports .. p,429. 
,,30. 



.. 
These observations, on account of thei.· 

j~stic~ had drawn down 011 1\1r. WindhaDl 
much of that obJoquy which was cast, so pro
fusely, ,oJ? Mr. Reeves~' It did not deter him, 

,11Owever, from delivering his'sentiments, whe:q 
tho House, were called upon tQ decide on the 
questiQn. 

He then entered into a masterly 'analysis of 
the tract ; discriminating, with the most cor .. 
Tect judgment, between its different parts and 
ppsitiQPs ; pointing out its clear and obvious mean
ing; alId proving its perfect innocence,. both in 
matier~and tendency, With great force of rea
soning he vindicated the freedorpof'disctission
on historical subjects. He shewed, that, on 
such speculative topics, as that discussed by 
]'fr~ Reeves, various and contrary opinions wer~ 
lldd, not by ignorant and un~nformed men,' but 
by persons of ackno\vledged judgment in law 
and politics. They were usually considered as 
proper to be left to the speculations of the 
learned and, the curious i-and, on subjects rela., 
tive to constitutional history, and the theories 
of government, the difficulty was to find any 
source of agreement. It was no easy matter 
to :find two lIlell of learning and senie, ,yho 
would agree upon the same defi!lition of t1u~ 
constitution of this country. It was well 
:tmown, that lllany people differed f{om ~:Ir~. 



Hume, and that Mr. ~Iume and ~frs. Macaulay' 
differed from each other; vet it \vas never in con .. 
templati~n to prosec~te either of them for their_ 
different definitions. To all candid minds, the 
fair interpretation of the passage, he thought. 
exempted it from ~he implication charged upon 
the intention of the writer. Indeed, it could 
Dnly be ascribed by the most miserable of all . 
quibbles, a quibble upon subjects refined 
in themselves, and claiming, fOf that reason, a 
larger. latitude of interpretation tha~_wa~ 

allowed by a foolish sort of strictness, the essence 
of poverty or chicane, and calculated for other 
objects. Whell they came to a matter .of such 
ditnculty :is the constitution of England in the 
abstract, a constitution of a great country, of 
amazing elasticity, and consequent modification, 
under different emergencies, what was it. but 
the highest absurdity and foUy, to treat'such a 
speculation like a cause in a ~riminal court., 
conducted by an attorney, with the aid of-a 
special pleader and his witnesses. 

Points of law {lemanded one mode of ~on~ '. 
sideration ; points of science another. I It was 
one thing to explain mathematics, another to· 
de\'elope political truth. . In all writings on 
government, the evil tendency, eit~r near or 
remote, should' be regarded. . With respect tQ _ 

the particular" work wider (:onsideration, it 
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I should be enquired what was the general Idea 
resulting from the whole? what was the pecu
liar object of the selected passage, whether it 
were a lapse.in the allthor, frol11 the general 
spirit of l1iswork, or what latent motive w:as
likely to have induced I him to compose it? 
Unless such II. liberal invesiigatio.n of facts were 
adopted, no man could be expected to treat ar 
subject of such difficulty, as the nice 'ane! careful 
analysis of the British constitution, with fair. 
ness.; To the reading of SUc1l works art enlarged 
ypilld should be applied, and they shOlild be exa ... 
mined with something of the 'spirit with which 
they \vere '\\rritten. , .. 
. . Having premised thus much, :Mr. Wind,j 
ham pl'Oceeded- to examine the passage in (llleS
~ion, with the spirit, which he recommended; 
but, at the same time, wi~h the greatest:criticat 
acumen, he followed the author through the 
-train of ideas, or rather through ~the series of 
facts, which led to the - conclusion; that the 
government of England is (J monarch!l~ He 
challenged anyone to s~y) that .this assertion 
was' a fallacy~ - There were, l1e knew, persons 
'Who set up t1i~doctrine, that the King formed 
no part .of the constitution. ,The -contrary, 
however, was so unalterably true; that, although 

• the monarchy might remain in vigour-and acti
vity, without the branches, ,the branches 
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could Dot remain a single instant withOut tbt7' 
Sovereign. Although these branches were sin"" 
cerelyreverenced by Englishmen, monarchy was, 
neverthelelJs, the first in their thoughts; because 
monarchy was permanent, while the others were 
variable. lIe dissected the figure and metaphor 
of the trpe. and while he shewed it would 
not bear the construction which had been put 
upon it, be 'detected it3 inaccura~y, in a single 
point. The Kingly government, without Lords 
or Commons, might, undoubtedly, subsist;: 
but when' the author sajd in all ilt functions, 
unquestio'nably the expression.was inaccurate; 
that it would be so in the opinion of the alJthor 
'him6e~f Wtl,s evident from the pamphlet, where, 
in t~o pages preceding that whicli contains 
this metaphor, he expressly states, that-U the 
King. can enact no laws without theadr.:ice: 
Jl1Ul consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
who are, in 80me 80rt, counsellors of his own 
chusing, but also of the Commons in Parlia'" 
ment assembled.~' Therefore it was '110t strictly 
true, philosophically spe~kiilg, that it migh~ 
subsist in all its functions, as. laws cannot be 
enacted without the other bl'anches subsisting. 
with the Sovereign. But in all. t11e other 
functions (except those of the legislature,) 
it unquestionably "\l"as true, that the monar· 
cby might go on without them. He :pc~t 



referred to tIle allusion to Charles the First, 
and to the demises of the Crown, to shew, 
the truth of the assertion; "But without 
the' King, his Parliament is no more." These 
historical facts, he insrsted, afforded sufficient 
grounds for defending the passage upon constitu
tional'principles.-So thoroughly convinced was 
he of the innocent intentions of t.he author,: 
t~at he would as soon put his hand in the fire, 
as adopt the constructions of the other 
side of theHo~se. And l1e'called upon the 
}I.ous~ to remember, that it was not sufficient to 
'elid this matter to a jury, because gentlemen 
thought the charge probable; it was unfitting, 
and disgra\eful, if the decision of the jury was, 
in the least, likely to be against them. They were 
sending their charge generally, though their 
judgment stood 'hYPQthetically.~ 

The Hosse were not in a: humour to give 
due weight to these arguments, strong, and, 
indeed, irresistible as they appear to an impar
tial illind, nor to' adopt the' spirit 80 eltlphati
cally recommended, 'and so ably enforced.-No 
attempt, even) was made to answer the principal 
;trgnmellts of l\fr. Windham. Mr. Pitt, whc:" 
~her resQlved tha~ the Opposition' should ~o' 



monopolize the triumph which. they anticipated, 
or convinced, though scarcely credible, of the 
mischiev?us tendency 50 strangely imputed to 
the pamphlet, adopted the popular side of the 

. question. Admittipg him to have been actuated 
by the former of these moti\'.Qs, -his conduct 
~jght b~politic, but was not generous; Nor did 
he display his usual perspicuity and strength il1 
the arrangement and application of his argu
ments. He premised, at the outset, that if 
the House considered the nature. of the British 
gO\'ernment, they wDuld find, that they derived 
their honour,. their happiness, and the security 
of property and principle, . from th.e three 
hranches 'It.'hick constituted the mixed and limited 
monarchy if" this f;ountryj; each of which. was 
equally essential, and without which either 
~'ould be obviously lessened of iti virtue and 
aqthority.· Here was a constitutional principle 
lai~ clown, but in teI;ms . .loose, Ya~ue, .and 
in,correct. - l\f.r. Pitt could. only mean, that the 
King, the. Lords, and the Commons, .were 
essential pa!ts of the British. constituti9n; 
whict would be subverted by the destruction of 
eiiher of theUl.Th~s position, Mr. Re.eves. 
~'ould be the last man in the world t<? dispute j 

• .Idem.lbid. P.l~ 
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:md. certainly there was ,nothing in his tract 
which could, without a monstrous perVt:rsion of 
te~'ms~ and misrepresentation of object, be 
construed into a denial of it. But the assertion; 
that three* hranches constitute a monarchy, is a 
gross contradiction in terms, and' im"olves' a. 
political absurdity.. The word branches, t60, 
a.ppears ,to havCi! been here used as synonimous 
with, estates, in which case the position is obvi.; 
ously false, as the King is not one of the estates 
of the realm, ;-..,-the three estates, consisting of 
the Lords Spiritual, the Lords Temporal, and 
the Commons, as declared in the bill of rights, 
and as appears in the wording of statutes. Inadis
cUssion, intending to fix a legal construction on 
a metaphysieal expression, with a view to a 
judicial proceeding, the use of vague, indefi
nite, or' incorreet, terms, ought particularly to 
have been avoided. Besides, it does Dot, . of 
necessity, follow, -that, because the King, the 
Lords, and the Commons, are equally essential 
to the preservation . of the constitution, they 
are co.equal and co-ordinate in power. The 
principles of our antie'nt jurists, and the very 
language or our statutes, forbid us to entertain 

* "I:his loose expression first began to prevail in the 
time of Charles the First; aud the use of it it strongly repro
bated by Lord Clarendon. 
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any such SUpposItion. Brauton, speaking of 
the King, says, "Omnis sub eo est, et ipse mb 
nullo, nisi tanlum, .au" deo. Lord Coke lays· 
it dow~ as a maxim, that the King is Caput. 
principium et jinia P llrliomenti. And Dyer tells 
us, that the King ;s tlte head. and that the 
Lords and Commons are the memhers." If it . 
were urged, that this might be considered -as· 
constitutional law, previous to the revolution, 
but. that other principles have been introduced 
by that event, the Whig managers of SadIe ... 
,'ereU's trial would supply a fatisfactory answer 
to IIU~. a plea;-for they explicitly· declared, 
that it'wouldbe a li-hel on the revolution, to say 
that any innovation in the constitution had 
taken place at that period. 

In cOlflbating one 9f the rules of judg
ment, laid down by Mr. Windham, Mr. Pitt 
obserYe~, that the offensive paragraph must be 
judged of iu its so/e, as wen as in its collateral, 
!le~se;an~uthQr .of seditious or libellous mat.,. 
ter; ought. to find 119l'~fuge or defence, in his own. 
iJII:omistclIcJ/' \ .¥ et such. a mode of judging is 

. ~ D)·er. fol. 60. pl. 19 •. See this subject discussed in ~e 
introduction to the folio edition of Dr. Nalson's .. Impartial 
Collection of the· great affairs of State, from the beginning of 
the Sc~tc:h ItebeUipn iA Hj;J9. to the m:u.ther of .King Charles 
the Fint." 



fiot only contrary to the principles of justice, 
Lut at variance with the, uniform practice of 
the courts. The whole ofa pamphlet, contain
ing a libel, is invariably reag to the jury; and, 
for this plain reason, that it is impossible to 
collect the author's intention, which constitutes 
the very 'essence of. the imputed crime, from a 
detached and insulated passage. Ari author has 
assuredly no right to :find shelter from prosecu .. 
tion, <beneath the shade of his own - incon
.sistency. But, .on the other hand,. no one hilS 
a right to select a{ single passage from a work, 
and put a construction upon it, inconsistent 
with the ;,vhole spirit and tenour of the book. 
If the passage, taken by itself, would even 
seem to warrant such a. construction, still it 
should be carefully compared with what pre
,cedes and follo\vs it; from which alone its true, 
and legitimate meaning and intent. can pos
sibly be collected. 

It was further argued by 1\11'. Pitt, that 
the author, in his metaphor, spoke not of a 
temporary intelTllption of the functions of 
Parliament, but of its being lopped qff entirely. 
In saying, that the King could go on alone, 

-whether the author lIwant that the ,King should 
po~setis ,the legislath-c power or not~ he con
ceived him to be equ~lly wrong. If the King 
was supposed to have the power of making 
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taws, tlien a total subn:r'~io? a~d d~stru~~l~~ ~', 
the constitution must be presumed. If it wa:., 
supposed tha~, the King had n~t the leqisl~t~ye" 
power, in that. case the position was. equally 
wrong and absurd.' But that ,the autho~ couler 
never have had it in C;9n~emplation to con,tendJ 

that, if the two Houses of 'Parliament ,~eased' 
to he integ~al' parts~ of th6 'constit~tioi1, ihen~ 

. • • . ""'.' • L. ~ 
Kingly power, as ,settleq by that, constitution, 
could go on, is' most certain. Sucha,conCfusiou' 
could not be 'supported by the pa5_sa~e, i'tselt~ , 
and was utterly inconsistent 'with', the explicit' 
declara'tionsof I the' author Ill, other parts of 
the tract. He had expressiy s'tated hOw, andin 
what manner, tbe kingly' p~wer could -go on~ 
namely, as it had done in fonner pcniods' Qf 
our history, whenParJiawent" had 'not been 
convened fOT several successive years, and' as it 
still, did~ during' ,every recess. • 'What 'pretext, 
therefore; could there be for imputing to bim~ 
an intention of maintaining 'the preposterous' 
assertion, that the British COllstitutioIl co.ild 
lubsist, when Parljal1:ie~t w~s anllihilated? " 

It has been already shewn; that the1l1eta:~ 
ph or was philosophically false; ~s all the fu,nc~ 
tions of soverei'gilty could not' subsist with~ut 
the power of making laws; and the author had 
distinctly stated, that, the King could not make 
laws without the ad~ice and ,consent of the 

VQL. IV. I i- J~" 



two Houses of Parliament. But the abstract. 
.~ , t • -. . • l. ~. '-' r 

position, tha~ ~he King has not the, power of. 
" 1. .1 • " .. " , 

making laws, is as unconstitutiona.1,. as the. 
a'ssertionthat he' c~n mak~ them ~ithout such 
ad~ice and consent. In~ very recent'instance' 
the Attorney-G~ijeral had publicly declared,. 
in a court 'ofj~stice,· ,,: Tbe POWel," of the.' 
~tate,by which I 'mean the jOw;r' of making 
taws~ a~d' of enforcing the execution of them. 
when p:lade, nVEsT~D' I~ THE"KlNG." The~ 
would 'have been just, ~s . niuch reason for de~ 
taching this passage fro~ the Attorney-Gen~~' 
I:~l's speech, and 'm~king 'it ,the, grOund of a. 
crimin~ 'prosec.ut,i~n, ~s' the~e'was,~dr ~dopti~,g+ 
the same mode with the author, of the pamp1;t-' 
le,t in ques~i<?IL "It wouid haxe been an ~ct ,~r. 

. great, injusticf:( s6 to, do, for the Attorpey
Gene~al, 'having stated the J>road'const~tutional 
principle, (the, de~ial of whi~h; be it obser~~dJ ' 
is liable to the ,Penalty or' p~e~u.n~re" ~y,~b~ ~ 
statute?f Ann, ,c. 'i. sect. 2),prQcee~ed. t?she\~ 
how the King exercised his legislative pO'Yer,-. 
in' the. same way .. in which ~h~.,,aLitho~ 'of .th(!, 
tract .pro~eed,ed. to explain !to'tJ) the .I\ingly' 
powel:' goes, on, wheij the Parliament is, either ' 
prorogued or dissoh;ed.~~l~. »i~t,' ho~~ev~~~' 
dissente~ ffom ,this construc.t}onj ,and conceiving. 
the. real meaning of the .. pas~g~" ~o ,convey, ~' 
dOGtrille incolllpatible with the' existence of, 

." " _. , " :: t, • "."'" . 

• Inhinddress to the Jm:,. on the trial of Hardy for high treason. 
, 1 : ' " 1 • 
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the· BritisJ!l' Coiistitutiori; voted for the'rtiOtiori/ . 
6.-But Mr. sheridan' deemed. it' phident 'to' 
expunge from his~oiio11 that part of it which 
charged the pamphlet wIth bting'a 'libel ordhe,' 
revolution. Indeed, it 'is inconceivabie hoW" 
suell a'cha~ge could have 'been preferred in the' 
first instance, or h~w it could 'have been toie~' 
rated, .. fO'f a" moment, bX j the Itbuse, who,: 
having" heard' thepamp'biet relui," (an'd who' 
ought also' td have ';ead it" themselves~· mu'st~ 
have heard' 'that the' reformation and te~oluiion" 
,I were 'memorable tran~adiotis, conducted hi a' 
w~y·that\ was purdy . English ; thai t~e'actOl:s
iIi • them' p'roceeded wi th' their reme<ty as 'far a{ 
the disease went, and' nti farther; ~nd that they: 
neversutiered themselves to' lose' sighioftlils': 
maiil rrile,' that what th~y 'did was to' preserve 
the ancieni'go~ernment,'and\not'to destroy it;~ 
they must al~o have' heard 'the r~yolution' me'iiJ~ 
tioned :, as a precedent regarded with··reve·relice~' 
and with gratitude, io\vard's those wpo: 1n~de i C· 
When' the'" motion ., was so' . amended 'i t 'wai' 
adopted by the H(,)~se; a committee'of inquiry' 
was then'appointed to 'discover theauihor;· 
after 'sitting!some time, arid exerCising inquisi~~, 
torj~l 'powers onin~tters·not connected with'ill~; 
,ubject' 'referred to . their considenition, 'and col. 
lecting a gteatde~i'ofill~galevidence" they Im\d~' 

, 't'l." .. ,I.";}.,,. or ',. ;<.~" .• ,.~.'-4"··1~·).' 

• It iJ bc:farciloticed mat the Pamphlet WUlIDOllytQ0Ul., 

li'~': ...... 



il report .. on the 14th oLDecemqer, through the 
~edium > of 1\1r.> Sher'idan, who embraced the 
occasion, for tracing the rise, progress, and 
proceedings, of, the Loyal As~ociatioDs, in 
J792.\thich he misrepresented without shame, 
and condemned without justice. After great 
professions, of re!,l(l1"d for the freed'om of the 
press, and with e4ual feelings of respect, no 
oouht, for the trial by jury, Mr. Sheridan pro-. 
posed, > t11at the 'House, beq,lming at once party, 
prosecutor, andjudge, should r~sol ve, "That one of, 
> the said pal'llphlets be burned by the hands of 
the cominon hallgman, in New Palace Yard, 
at one o'clock on, Monday the' 21st instant; 
that' another of the said pamphlets be also 
burned, on Tuesday the 2Qd instant, at> the 
Royal Exchange, by the common hangman; 
and that the Sheriffs of London and 1\1 iddlesex he 
directed to attend, tier see the ~me carried' 
into execution." 

tie must have beel~' a most inattenti\'c 
observer. indeed, who has not discovered that 
'th~greatest dedahners against tyranny are' 
themselyesthe greatest tyrants, whenever 'an, > 
opportunity is afforded them for-exercising their 
Rower. In the present case, Mr. Sheridan exhi-, 
bited a notable instance of the truth at this 
position. He thought himself in full possession' 
pf the P9wer ofoirecting the authority of the 
House <>f Com mOllS; ~n~ > he' proposed to em-
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ploy it, in order to crush a most meritorious. 
individual with its weight, whose condem·Da~ 
tion ~e had procured without thesmaliest atten. 
tion to t.~at principle of justice;whicb requires 
thatuo man shall be judged without being pre::
viously he~rd in. his own d~fence. He pro~sed 
that Mr .. Reeves should be ordered to attend lat 
the bar of the Hou,se,' not to defend .himseif 
against a sentence already passed, hut.1o .hear 
that p:rty, prosecutor,· and judge, ,repeat his 
lentence, with such comments as would be 
appropriate to the act j or, in other words, to 
receive a reprimand from the Speaker. Hedid not 
thi!lk it necessary that the party accused sho~ld 
be allowed to defend his ,cause; )lot to expose 
the. unwarrantablemanO!unesof bis accusers. 
in order to pervert facts, to disg~ise the truth, 
and to fix on him ;inten~ion8 foreign .from his 
heart; not to impeach their motives, as:everyper
son .accused has a ;'-ight to do; nQr, w .demon
strate his own inno~ence, either by arguments 
or,evidenct!,which is a constitutioaal :privilege 
of which :no .British subject can be depriv"ed 
without tbemosUlagrant violation or" l~w an<\ 
justice; but ashe had condemned without hear-· 
ing.he would proceed to the last office of a. 

. judge, and punish also,-for whether, as he 
insinuated, it was only 1~~ .intention, to get,l\fr~ 
Reeves's name struck o~t of the commisiion. 



~s a, maglstrate, or. whether, as . was' ~t fi.f'st, 
most reasonably suppo~ed,· ; he meant: to 
depriveJi~m of his official situations, "as a pellalty 
for his. exertions.in 1792,. i tamoun ted: to' the . .....f~ 

assumption of ~ ,ju!Iici~l' power, "to inflict 
puni~hm,ent, wHho'ut trial r for a.iIiancan~otbe 
tried, without,being prese~t,· and without ,pein~ 
'allowed to- spea.k; or~ to adduce ev.idence", in ,his .... " ". 

hwn defence. He ~ssigned,as' a 'reason . for 
objecting to a j)fosecution,.his w,ish . to ~et" an' 
,trample ,if 1!:nit!J and mercy. ,Mr. :Re~ves must 
ha.ve' a strangely-constructed mind, .if.~e ~~d 
not consider this assertion as the addition of .... . ' 

insult· to inji1I'JJ. 1\t all e\'~nts, everY'sul;>se+ 
quent declaration from tbis quarter,: expressive 
flf regard' fOQ tb~ liberty of' the press, or' of 
'respect for' the trial by jury, could' not· fail 
to be consic)~red as-Verbq et '(ioees, prtltereaqu6 
rzihil. ' ;" 

Mr. Dundas; who had been absent· duri~g 
the former' debates, expressed' his opinion of 
thi~ mo~ion, in the most, qedded ,and 'manly 
tenl1s~, He: condemn¢d thateomplication of 
rower \ybich the House wete advised to assume." 

• • • J ~ :.. .' " 

" .. Ind~, Mr. ~eri4a~ expressly said~ cr he. BUbmi~te4 
t.o the Ministers themselves. whether thi; shauld nat be fal.,. 
]aw~ ~p by an address to' hi/M~.1esty ~ t~ rema~e 'him' "fra~ 
~ny'place:ot"' trusL':' WoOdfall'I''llepahs. J)ei:em~ 14t~; 
JI~~~:!" :i ", "q '.t:';~'_, 1\1·;: ~ . It":' fI .... ~;'~ '" 
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lIe 'conceiv~d censu~e t~ be ~ore becoming 'the 
character of tte, Hou'se than punishmen~. He 
Ilotio¢ the 8,,:~rm. of libels which had lately 
deluged ,;.~e, tOWD; many of which 'W,ete, 
in,». the "highest degree, co~tul))acious, and 
levelled directly at the proceedings ,of the ,two 
Houses -of Parliament, though the ~iscerning 

~yes of Opposition bad no.tt~ken tlte;n into 
view. In one of the Papel'~ the following para., 
graph had appeared ,-" Last, night, the bill 
for .repealing the British'ConstitutiQll, passed 

, ~he House of Common~." ,Suppose Mr. Reeve$ 
were to attend that House,. how was he 'tQ 
nllike his' defence to evidence which had 
been already taken· u,parte ' upon the ~ubject! 
How, did it accord with' the principJes 'of justice, 
ihat a man' should ,be ~rought before a pdpular 
assembly, who must" in justice to, their own 
proceedings ,~lready had, be' allowed .w, be 
inflamed against hIm in some degre,e? ' How 
could he have that impartial audience,) 'Which 
justice requir~d before his case should be 'decided, 
';lpon? The question really was--wh,ether ,the 
Commons would,in a case, tQ, which they them~ 
selves were parties, proceed to decide by their, 
own power, or wo~id refer the matter to a tri;l,by 
another, judicature?~ The resohition ;which 
passed ~na for~er nigl~~,~ad pronoullced 'the \ 
book to be a malicious and seditious libel j DO 
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one, t11en, coult./. de'oy, th~t it was a fit subje~t 
for legal inquiry~ an~' that anotper jurisdiction 
would, more properly, Iil0re' soberly~ and more' 
frmpCl'atelYi take tIp the matter than the IIouse. 
Mr:IUundas 'observ,ed, that, there' ,~s not a. 
gingle, topic of accustomed:' attack, \vhich 1\1r; 
Sheridan 'had not contrived' tofoTce' iot~, his, 
sptech. 'Mr, Rce~'cs, t'he -Association, Minist"ers, 
J U(lges~ Justices, 'aU the~e were the 5por\t~' of his 
in\"ecti~:e that night. He ne~d' not ha;e t~ken 
the trouble to OW 11, 'that, riot the pamphlet; 
not the supposed author, merely as' author,' but 
that 1\11', Ree,.cs., the liell.d of the Loyal Associ. 
a tions, was the object of his asersiolt,' There 
was no' one who had the'least doubt that Mr. 
Sheridan's reason, for brirlging this 'charge 
against l\fr, H.eeves,. wa~;' tha~ be had' set those 
associations on foot. It was superfluous for 
him, therefore, to conff~8.' that the associations 
,,,ere the true objects of, his attack,' 'Every 
body would give him' full 'credit for the fact, 
withou~. the, proof' of his own '. conft'ssion,*' 
}Ia\'ing made many n10re pointed and pertinent 
~hservations on the subject, Mr. Dundas movea. 
a$ an amendment-" That a~ humble address' 
lle pre~euted' ~Q his Majesty, beseechillg his 

,.. Woo,lfill1's, Reports" Mr. Dundas's speechj b~fllbff 
H!b, p . .504. 506, 



-489 
{ ! 

Majesty to dir~ct his Attorney-GeJ;lc~al to prJ. 
'15ecute Mr. J09n Reeves, asautho~' or pl)blish~r 
of the pamphlet, J called, '-Thougl}tspn,the 
EogYish GO\'ert~ment ; and -thepririters, 'of' the 
laid pa~hlet." " -
- '" In secondi~g the motion, LordSheffitld 
avowed the' triosthonourable and iildependen't 
sentlmerits.-He though't it a loss of 'time to 
notice the ex traordinoryexpressions, or episodes, 
introduced by Mr~ Sheridan }nto his speed;t; 
yet he could not 'but j::ondernn : the ,shameful 
·propositi~n,· of condemning .~ man 'before he 
was p'rove4 Ito be guilty. Iil opposition to the 
opinions which had been .ad~anced, ijis Lord. 
tihip coilceived the HOl!se of Coll1monsto. 'be 
the worst place for passi~g 'sentence on' the 
author of an objectionable -pamphlet; ancr he 
was apprehensive, that his reasons 'for expl't~ssirig 
that -opinion ,vould not pro~e very f1~tterin,g tq 
either side of the- House. - He observed one se~ 
of men, -instead of prose~udng a libel on 'the 
Constitution~ intent pn'prosecutipi lJ. - ~a:q. 
whoni they -considered as -having coupteracted 
their views ; and, 'em' -the other side, he per~ 
ceivedadisposition 'to 'shrink from, and with,,: 
hold, the COn1IIlorj prot~'ction 'clue to a man; 
whom it was eyidently intended to oppress~ 
although they '!lid not conSIder him as guilty, 
..-''J'here' was but too'much truth In these' obser~ 

~ . . . . 



~90 

~ations .. : ·.Mt.' Jekyll, • however,' 'an~' Mr.Fox~ 
the former by the most despi~able quibbies,. 
and the most shallow sophistry, sUPP'orted the 
originar motian, 'for deprivi~g -!fr .. Reeves of It 

• .c4C, . 

. trial by jury.:-B~! the House overtuled· the 
inconsistent arguments of the Whig Party, and, 
liItirnately, adopted Mr. Dund~s's ams,mdmen~/ 
omitting only the· proposed prosecution of the 
'Printer... .' . _ . 
;, T1~us was it decided,. oy'the nouse. ot 
·Commons, that a metaphoricale.rpression waS
a fit subject fora criniipal prosecution! ! !. ~Ir. 
Ree,~eswas, in consequence, hrought to trial, 
QU the twentieth. of May following, at Guild~ 
hall, when the verdict- of the jury nega~ived 
th~ " assertion of the flouse, by finding him not 
guilty. . 

1111s discussion forms a kind of epoch in 
the ,history ~f,tl~ese times,' as it served to dis~ 
play the. sentiments of Opposition. on _ the .'loyal 
associations; and to shew their disposition to 
persecute all who opposed their sen'timents, an~ 
counteracted their views, even at the. expenee 
of their own 'consistency"and" by the sacrlfic~ 
of many ~f the principles 'Yhi~h ·they had 'so 
frequently avowed. By' exhibiting. too, the 

, ack:nowledgment of' a . party motive, as the' 
grouJld-work of a criminal process~ it' sllpplies 
a strong confirmation of the opitiion'~f those, 
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who thillk: judieial powers should' never be' 

a· • 
vested in a popular assembly. The recorded 
declaration o( 'the' ,House; -opposed 'as' it was, 
by the ~ntence of a jury, serves still: further 
to""strengthen that opinion. -- The decision" of 
Parliament by. no means satisfied' the co~ntry; 
The subject was discllssed in various tracts, 
writren with considerable ability, in which the 
principles of'l\.fr. Reeves, and the condemned 
metaphor. were openly justified. "While no"t 
one of,'the 'Vhlgs dared take their stand in 
the field of a:rgument, uri protected by the shield 
of prejudic,e. and the armour' of ,Parliament: 

,A second tract was' aftetwardspublished, by 
~{r. Reeves hhnself,· in vindication of his first: 
in which, he disclaim,ed, all the ,princ!,ples _:~'lnd 
mea,l1,inp so pe,rversefy i~~u~;d '~o h~ln' by th,e 
~:l9.l~~,e of fO~,lt.n(;)]~s·t -

,'" ,Thil also was IlDonymouL 

f In Ihis Second pamphlet, adverting to the rondenuiecf 
metaphor, Mr. Reeves ob&erve.,-t~ 'The ~ctions her~ mea~t 
"ere. thoSe which the King 'tan ~!llaw exerc:ise, and' not such' 
al he clmnot I wh~t the 1\.ing cw, 'and riot ~h~t he cannot 
do; • acCording . to that axio~ of ~ur iaw respe~tjng· th~ 
regal 'govenUnent, &:t 1zihil potest, nisi quod j~re p~iesl 
Bill the meaning is explained. fully. by the example of ,a re'ceH 
Of farliamenl. 'in our times 'it '~880 durin~ every recest 
Qf Parliament: This is so plain an example to 'coDtroul~ aI!1 
expouud, the whole of the'metaphor, that I will not add one 
more syllable upon'it:" 'The 'matter, ho~e~er.is"i'~ndere4 
.till more plain, by ilxhibiting-"'· , ," , . , 

4' Tlze.passage u4thollt Ike metaphor. 



Posterity will,with difficulty,' believe, that 
,the Opposhion attempted to just~fy their pro
secution o( .M r.Reeves, by the, proce~ding$ 
jn.stitu~d by" the g<?vernn1ent agai~st person$ 
guiltYQf treasonable designs to: su~vert the 
Constitution.: !twill not be supposed, that ~ it 
could possiLly have escaped their aJtention, 
that the professed object of the persons tQ 
"w hOlll they alluded, was to ove~turn the exist: 
in'g order of things, whereas~it ,yag"the declared 
obje~t of l\lr~ Ree\'(~s to preserve it, While tltey 
addressed themselves t(j, all the qad passions 
of the people,. with;a view topro~uce axel'O
Iution by the means,,9f rebellion, Ite, app'ealed 
to their quiet good', sense, pointing, out .t~e 

,'itt In 'fine, the gov~rn~en~ of Englan"d' is I!' MOD~~~hy;
tlle Monarchy i~ the Cv-put, prindpium, d finis, ,o{the High 
Comt of Parliament, or Lfgislativ~ Council of die'realm, 
the Lords and Commons, . that, at the same time, rYleet dignity 
on the~ing,a.nd a.fJ'ord protection to the subject j, but ,these are 
$till o~lY'ff: Council,' and derive their origin. an4 authority from 
~keNonprch; they may be dissolved, and the King is a King 
still, deprived" indeed; of this part of his dignity,: but not 
lODsiT/g, his' state like them: who h~eomt prwate .individuals~ 
The ~.:r:ecutivt government maygo on in all its functions without 
L,~rds .0'( Commons;. it has, heretofore, done so for. years 
together;. and~in ,our time, . it does so, duri,ng every.recess of 
Parliament; b~t, witho~t the King, his I'arjiament is no more., 
The King, therefore, . alone it is,who n~essarily subsists with~ 
out change or diminution; and from him alon~ we unceasing/I< 
d~rive the pr~t~tion of law and [overnment." ' , 



excellencies of the e)O.isting .Constitution,. she~- ~ 
ing them what ·reason they had for content anel, 
satisfaction, and. deprecating. every idea ,Df .a. 
change .. Their measures .could only lead to the 
destructiO'lf of thall~nstitution. But, however. 
illogical f4.s arguments, howevel< false IllS' posi .. 
tiolls, ~o mischief couJd possibly .. acC(ue froni, 
them, because they went to establisl .. the wis-. 
domand tlecessity of adherence to the. present; 
system, and to expose the folly and .dangel" of. 
innovation. To .use his own words:.-"All I 
rt!coIl}.mend, anci ex.press a .wish for, through 
the ,whole pamphlet, is, that iJu; ,Constitution:, 
muy remain as it ;8 now h!J law estahlished." 

P~nding these ~iscussions, some .regula
tions of intern~l economy, rendered necessarr 
by the peculiar circumstances of the oountry, 
were enforced, and others proposed, all having 
for their object the adoption. of means, for 
dther counteracting the immediate effects of 
the existing scarcity, which had produced great. 
and alarming distress,' or for providing against 
its; recurreoce. At the very commencement of 
the Session, Mr. Pitt proposed to renew the' 
act for allowing thtl importation of corn into the 
country, duty free •. A committee was appointed ., 
to inquire... into the causes of the'scarcity, 
and to suggest the. mOit appropriate remedies. 
The Qlembers of this' committee:; were most, . ~ '. '. ," . 



active' in theirinqi\irie's~and' diligent in"theit;, 
researches; ,and iii waS" in' consequence of their: 
recommendation, that a bounty w~s propoSed on' 
wheat; . flour, arid Indiatr':.: tOi'n;! inlported;' 
that an act 'was passed for,j>f~hil:iiting' tlie"use' 
of "vheat, 'and of any othergrain,-in'the f mariu:';': 
facture of starch~ an.d i to put'a'steip' to,ih~' 
distillatio1l' of' spirit from grain i' and that other' 
measures, aU tending; td'tlie' same"poitii;were: 
adopted; Meanwhile, that active 'spirit of bene,;:: 
vole nee; which has ever chiu"actetited the: peOple' 
'of England, 'was exerted, in: every:possible wayp 
for alleviating,' t~e djstress~s: of the pJor;' arid i 

,the efforts' of the 'legislature 'We'te':lail'dabJy." 
seclmded 'by every' clas's of the"cOml'n'U:Mti.~ 

In: providing ,for: thepublls'se'ivi'eebf th~t 
ep.sliing'year~invas de~nlednecessary tOh!quirc f 
one'hUlldted and, ten th6usandsearlten 'alid ma-" 
rines; and' two hundred and severt tht:>usaIid'\ . . . *' 
land-forces, 'of various descriptions: - The whole' 
expeuees.' of the: year'wete calculated,:: b1l\fr~ , 
Pitt; when' he' opened the' btiCtget,:,' 00: the ' 
seventh of December; 'at£"27,66!,083~'12~ 6~" 
and, he proposed to raise a loan of eighteen mit..;' 
lion; itl a~c1ition ,to the pel:malient; sdurtes' of' 
revenueJ'j~'ordel' to'nleetit. ,Tei 'pay' theJn·~· 
terestof: this sum,' whieh, with 'the ;one pef' 
cent, for' 'the-graduat reduttion 6fthe' capital~' 
amounted·to .:E r, iII ,500, Co he suggested VUXiOUlil" 



new taxts,on collateral suc~~ssion oflallded andt,' 
perSDnal property j .on . tlle ~ assesstd ta:x.es,a~· 
additional te~ per cent.; on: hors~ . kep~ 'fo1';" 

'pleasure; Dncart-horse$ (two shillings each;): 
D? tobacco; and o~.»rjnted cottons i-and, alsD; . 
a reductiop Qfdiscount and \VasteDn ~alt; and 
a dimnniti.on of the drawback on refined ~ugars; , 
whichbefstimated, in tht:whole. at£I,127"OOQ; . 
The requisite bills for giving Jegal cffectt.o t~~. 
p~oposals of Mr. Pitt, were alL passed; thrQugh: ' .. 
t~eir respective ,stages, before ~~l!f c~~e .0'£ ~l~ : 

y~ar~ .' ' 
./ . After the .. many.:debates, whi~h. 'pr.opqsals~ 
for premature negotiations for peace, introduceq. . 
by the. Opposition, the petitions to the. same.'. 
eff~t' .whichhad, been presented to the House 
of. CQmm.oUS~ a~d the i~pression which, tD'!L 
certain .. extent, had been produced ~)" ,them, .on 
the public mind, facilitated,. no. dou,bt,. by . the . 
"the lugh price'Df pr.ovisions,.. owi~g .. to' the 
'failureof the late: har'\'es~ Mr. Pitt.deemed ,: 
itne.cessary. to. prove the $incerity: .of • l1is . ()wn 
p~ofessions,. as .to hi!!, 'desire for pea,ee, as SQOl1 • 

as .any pr~spect .of concluding-it, ~with ~afety, .. 
should,9ccur.-He, therefore;. res.olved to give 
to his pr?fessious the security . .of th£ ioyal 
sanction~-Fvr' thispu,rpose~ ;l luessage, from -. 
the .. King. was pr~sented. ·to the House, .o~ the .. 
~igbth,.()f. Decfmb~r,. in, \yhich; 'hi~".Maje~ty,,, 



lcq~ainted the lIouse,.thatthe cris1~ w'11tcfi 
w'as dependin'g, at \he commencement of the 
Session, had led W such an order of things in 
France~ as would induce him, 'cOlitormablywith 
the sentiments which' he' hal al~eady dedared; 
to meet' any disposition for 'negotiation' oli the. 
part of theenetny, with an earnest desire to' 
give it the fullest and speediest effect, and to 
'conclude a treaty for a generalpeaC'c:'wheriever 
it eouid' be effected on just and suitable' terms 
to himself and his allies.. His Majesty' further 
'expressed an earnest wish, that the spirit and 
determination, manifested by Patliam'euf; added 
to the recent and important suC"cesses of the 

. Austrian . arnlies, and to .the continued and 
growing embarrassments of the enemy,might 
speedily conduce to the:' attainment of that 
object, on §uch grounds as the jus~ice .Of the 
cause, in which this country was engaged, and' 
the situation of affairs, might entitle his ,Majesty 
to expect. ' ' 

On ,the fonowing' day this message was 
taken into consideration. . It was natural t() 
suppose, that the 0pP9sition~' who had con
stantly endeavoured to force Ministers to nego
tiate, whether the 'enemy woLild or not, and 
'who represented peace as the panacea for every. 
evil, would, have received, with pleasure and 
~atistaction,- this -avowal. of his Majesty's readi-



ness to treat for peace.-But no I-it w'as lim_' 
possible' for Ministers to pTopose any plan, 
however consonant with the views which their 
opponents had avowed, whi-ch would extort 
their approbation, ;r avert their censure. l\ft. 
Pitt moved an address of'tl1allks to his Majesty 
for his communication, whicn he thought must 
meet the unanim.ousconcurl'ence of the House, 
and which, therefore,~ 'he' dId not deem it neces
sary to support with any length of 'argument. 

, This conciseness, howe\'er, gave offence to Mr. 
Sheridan, who' chose' to 'doubt the sincerity of 
the declaration contained in the message. 'Th.: 
reason assigned fot his doubt was, the sudden 
change whkh had taken place in the Minister'S' 
sentiments, 'ahd that; too. as he asserted, with. 
out any alteration in the nate of Frat\ce . .....:. 
For, in his' estimation, as far as" his opin.ion 
could be collected from his speech; ,the exist'
ing government of that country 'va~ not better 
than 'the system adopted, under Robespierre.c..!
'fhe address was' displeasing to this pol itiCi aiI, 
because it deClared the justice,of th~ .·war on 
our part. and becal1$~ it did riot discl~m" the 
notion, that there couIcl exist, iI1 any couhtry, . 
any form of government incapable 'of maintain
ing the' relations of . peace and amity.~Atid· $0 
long as this' idea was not publicly disavowed' br 
the whole countty; (who, he seemed to eipeC:t, 
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'yere to sacrifice their pr~nciples, and the1~' 
common sense, too, to the sublime notions of 
the eulightened few, who composed the Oppo
sition,) no sec·ure or permanent peace could be 
concluded. In confo~mit1" with these ~enti
ments~ he mo.~ed an amencfment to the address, 
in which th~ House· were to ~xpress th~ir d~ep 

.regt:et, that his Majesty should ever have been 
advised to consider the internal order of things 
in. France, to be such as not to . induce him, 
at any time,. to meet a disposition. to negotiation. 
on the part of the enemy.· And the Commons 
were to state, that they felt themselves, at. this 
conjuncture, more forcibly called on to declare 
this opinion, because, if the existing ~~der ~f 
~hings . in France were ~dmitted a~ themoth~~ 
and inducement to negotiation, a c11ange in 
that ordet: 'of things might·be considerect as a 
ground for. discontinuing a negotiation begun, 
or even for abandoning a treaty concluded.~ 
.Therefore, . the Commons, duly reflecting on the 
. calamitous waste of treasure, and of blood, 
to which "it' was now manifest the acting on 
tliis·· prin.ciple. had so unfortunately, and so· 
largely, 'contributed; and, greatly apprehens.iv~ 
of the· grievous .and ruinous co~sequences, to 
:which the· persevering to act on such pril1~iples 
. must inevitably tend, were hutnbly and earnestly 
to 'implo~-e . the, Kin~.· that it might altogether 



499 

be abandoned and disclaimed; and that' the 
form of government, or intemai order of 
things, in France, whatevel' they might be, 01' 

lihould become, might be no bar to a nego
tiation for r~storing ~he blessings of,peace, wheg
C\'eI: it could be effected on just and 5l~itable 
terms. T.his ,notable, address, in which the 
House were called upon to, belie aU the ,sen-' 
tim~nts whith they had' avowed, -and the r~so
lutions which they ha,d: adopted, from the very 
commencement of. the .'wal',. waS toconc1ude 
with an intreat1, that his Majesty would give 
distinct directions for an immediate negotiatiou. 
to be opened with Fn:.nce. 

This amendment was supported only by 
llr. Grey and Mr. Fox, whose arguments were 
confuted. and whose assertions were contra
dicted, by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dundas, the former 
of whom entered iato a comparative viewof' 
the' existing govermnent of France, ,and of 
those which had preceded it, for the purpose 
ot shewing that peace might safely be con
cluded' with it, if fair terms could be obtained. 

, The sense 'or the House ,vas so decideil,iy with 
the Minister, on this occasion, that Mr. Sheri
dan did not deem it pruden t to press for a ~ 
division. ' His amendment was, 'of co'urse, 
rejected, and the address carried. A similar 

, address was carriedi.o..the House of .Lords, With 
Kk~ 
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~s little opposition. ~arl FitzwiUiam, however, 
whb wa~ absent during the debate, declared his 
!lentiments iii·.opposition to the aVQwed· inten
tion of1\finistersfor:openinga negotiation with 
the present' 'government 'of France, ·which; .his 
Lordship :contended, was no better calculated 
to pteserve the ·relatiohs of peace- and amity, 
than Robespitrre ahd his committee" of Public 
Safety. In his Lordship's opinion, it appeared, 
that no treaty could be .. safely concluded· with 
France,without the restoration 'of~he lawful 
go;vernment,' which' he considered· to be the 
tegitim'ate en\! of the war. 
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CHAFfER XXXIV. 

Sincerity or Mr. Pitt's wish for peace";"'Character althe Ne", 
Revolntion at PariB-Condact oflts foanders~ subversive of 

, its leading principl_Means taken to compel the pe,ople to 
re-elect two-thirdS of the 'existlng Conv~ntion-Motives 
of Sllchconduct examined-An 'express' article of thQ 
New Code violated by the Teference c,f the' constiiution, to 
the troops for acceptane&-TheDewly~establish~ f;eedom 
of the Prcss employet! in exposing the designs of the 

. Convention - No cbange eft'ected'in the conduct of 
the French towards foreign States-Cl~mours for' peaco 
excited by the Opp05itioo", •• Their tendency and effects.
Mr. Wickham ordered to sound the disposition of thet 
French government, in respect of peace ••• His communi. 
cation' with Mr. Barthelemi--Motion of Mr; Grey, to 
i:ompel the Ministers to open' a ,negotiation. wi'th tha 
French.-Opposed by Mr, Pitt, who' ad~erts, to the over
tures already ordered to be made by Mr. Wickham-';. 
Motion negatived-"-A principle 'of negotiation ai!Ylmced by 
France, amounting to the assertion of a right to bind Europe 

. by acts of her own Iegislalure---Investigation 'of tbill prin •. 
ciple--lteply of the British Cabinet ~ the Note of 
the Directory---Mr. Pi~t proposes a new loan and new 
taxes··-Motion of Mr. Grey brought forWard, with a 
view to the impeachment of Ministers---Mr. Pitt's speech 

. -Motion rejected by a great majotitY··-Mr: Foit thoves a 
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aeries of resolutions. con~mning the conduct of Ministers 
~-His speech in support of them--.Accuses Ministers 
of purposely delaying overtures for peace. until they could 
not be accepted by the French~--Pleads tbe cause of 
France with great zeal and ability-Censures the instruc_ 
tions given to Mr. Wickham. and justifies the objection! 
of the Dirllf;tory..-The incous~tency and weakness of his 
arguments exposed---He insista on the necessity of a 
change of )ii!listers; but declares. that be never wiU 
accept of a pla~ himself. 'without a retractation of all 
the leading principles and maxims "hich had been adopted 
by the government and the House.-,Mr. Pitt 805W6rs him 
~Declares that peace haa been his cops~nt wish, and that 
the war has interfered .with. all his fav~urite plllns of 
economy and finance--CQmments on the inconsistency of 
Mr. Fox-..Explains the difference between himself and 
Mr. Burke, resIJllCting tho ol>ject of the war--Confutes· 
Mr. Fox's cbarge of insincerity, in the attempt to open a 
negotiation for peace-Reso~uti(lns negatived by 210 
votes against 42--Parliament disaolved-Military opera .. 
tions on the Continent-Renewal of hostilities on the 
Rhille--:Amount of tlJe respective forces of the Austrians 
and French. at the opening of the campaign-Object of 
the French. on the invasion of Germany....,.Battle on the 
Sieg-Battle of Altenkircbeo-!letreat of the Austrians 
-The Archduke Cbarles joins the lIrmy. defeats tbe 
French. and drives them back bebind the Lahn--General 
K~y, with ll,O:JO men. beats 2~.OOO French, under 
KIeber--Tbe French retreat to Dusseldorf--Operations on 
tbe Upper Rhine--Wormser detached to Italy wilh 
30,000 fIlen--Superiurity of tht! French--Moreau takes 
the fort of Kehl-Cowardice of the Suabian troops
:Moreau crosses the Rhine, and enters Germany, with. 

\ 
80,000 men---Defeal& the Austrians under Latour, on the 
~~--TheArchd.Llke t?kes the command of the tro.ops Otl 
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tbe' upper, Rhine---Battle of Ettlingen-Retreat Df tbe 
ImperialiltJ.-Battle of l\fettingen--The French advance, 
into Bavaria-Masterly plan uf the Archdl1ke---lfe 
marches against Jourdan". army--.Jourdan retreats--Tpe 
Atchduke prevents hi' junction '11/ ith Moreau---Defeats 
bini at Komach-.1ourdan's army is diapersed, 'and driven 
lleyood the Rhiae--Operationl on the Danube-"-Moreau 
defeated-Peace between France and Bavaria---Moreau 
retreau--Displays grllat skill 8tld ability-Imprudent 
conduct' of the Austrian General .... -The French re-crOss 
the Rhioe-o-Siege anll recapture ,of Fort Kehl 'by the 
Austrians-Campaign in Italy---.Relative forces of the 
Belligerent powera--Battle. of Monteootte and Montele
zioo. Dego, and VicO...l.ltetreat of the Allies-Peace be~ 
'tween France and Sardinia--Retreat of tbe Austrians--The 
French cross the Po--Battle of Lodi-The French pass 

tho Mincie-Entel' Legborn-Besiege Mantua-Wurmser 
arrives in Italy-Siege of Maulua raised-Austrians 
defeated in \laTions actio_Wurmser retreats jntothe 
'l'yrol-Battle of Rovored~Action at Bassano-Wurmser 
arrives at Mantua-Peace between, Naples and Franc_ 
A freah army of Austrians, under Generals Alviozy and 
Davidovich enter Italy-Battle of Fonteviva-Eattle of 
Arcole. and retreat of Alvinzy-.. Battl~ near Verana-~~ 
Dcfeat of the Austrians !11 Jtivoli ~d Corona---They 
retreat into the Tyrol--Mantua surrendered te the French 
-Peace betweeD France and the Pope---Termination of 
the campaign--'Examioation into the cauieiDf the defeat cif 
the Austrians, and tb" success of the French---Treachery 
of the Aulitrian officer,---Falsehood of Buonaparte's 
reports to tbe D!rectory.--Loss of either army during 
the campaign-lmpolitic restrictiOlls imposed on the, 

Austrian, Commanders, by the Aulic Coun~ of 'War-
;Evil eifllCts of luch a liystein" ' 



[1796.] The intimation given in the King's 
speech, at the opening of the session, that the 
period was' fast approaching when securi.ty might 
be derived from a treaty of peace concluded 
-with the new government of _ Franc;:e, was, not 
loosely thrown out for the.purpose of deceiving 
Parliament, or the public. with false hopes.- . 
It resulted from the sin:cerest ,'-'ish, ,on the part 
pf the Minister, to put an, end tothe war,' the 
moment peace could be procured, .without the' 
sacrifice of honour', interest; or safety. If, 
i~deed. all the cil~cumstariceS of the last revolu
tion at Paris,-tor a'-re'volution'that event n)ust 

" 
certainly be called, which destroyc;d the ,exist-
ing system of government, and introduced 
another of a different form and structure in its 
place,~were to be duly considered, 'very little 
foun'dation \vould be found 'to have existed~ at 
this period, for any sa~guine hopes of ~ ~ate
rial change in the views and policy of the 
pirectorial Government. It was true, indeed, 
as Mr. Pitt had stated~ that 'the species of 
liberty and. cqu~lity: which had constituted'the 
basis of the revohltionary system, -had been 
abandoned, and that those engines:of destruc
tion, affiliated' Societies of J acobiris; <,had been 
~roscribed, by the new code, 'which contained 
nothing, on the face of it, essentially hostile 
to the rights and 'tranquillity of othef states. 



~o" 
nut bere ended' ~l the advantages of .the iate 
revolution. It rescued, indeed, the wretched 
people of F,"agce from t~e sanguinary. despo,tis1l\ 
of Robespien"e i but it aftordedthem no othc..: 
imprdrement . or relief. . The new' code held, 
out, to'be illre, prospects and plans Il10re c()m •. 
patible with the civil libertY'of the &ubject, 
than the dreadful sYbtcm of terror by "'hich 
it had heen preceded. Uut .tlu~, conduct. of 
those ",ho framed it be1lecl the hopes whicldt 
encouraged, ancl ·the b~nc,fits which it pro",:: 
mised. They had avowe<t the principle, .tha~ 
liberty is only to be f~~md ina REPREl>ENrA~IVE 
G8VELl.NMENT, t~ hasill of which is F!l~EDOM; 
or ELJ;:CTION, aiul on such principle they pro",: 
fessed to' form thcir new constitution. But,' 
having for~ed it, the first step they took. was a. 

. l;ioJationof. this· very princi.ple,. which they. 
had SQ solcmnJy;and so publicly, cOllsecrated .. 
The period prescribed. by the .Jaw',· for· th~ 

duration of the legi;lat,ive body,expir~d in th~ 
autumll of 1795.; ·the people were then to 1'e~ 
assume those rights, which they ha4delegated. 
for a' given time; for the pllrpose of gralltiQ~ 
tbe,lJl to new represeotatives ;and.th~ full ¢xer.-:. 
CJ4C of. these ·rights was ,the more n.ecess.ary~ ai. 
that important· epoch, as they .had loudly and 
repeated~ expressed their disappr~b.a.tioD pf 
their present representatives, and, ha,d prO·f. 
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elaimed them to be unwortliy ' of'farther con": 
.fidence .. ' The legislath-e: body: were,vf'JlY well 
acquainted with this .dispositionJ of their con· 
stituents, and entertained a just -dread of the 

,'consequences of an appeal to them. ,).:They 
well knew that they had very little chance of 
being re-elected; and, tlwrifore, they' secretly 
resolved, to retain possession of their' seats, 
which not only, secured an exten!)ive influence, 
but (which was of infiniteiy greater import-" 
ance to nurpbers of them) an' ample means of 
subsistence, which they knew .not where else 
to pl:ocure. They made no scruple tosa~rifice 
the con~titution, which they had just held out 
~s a inaster~piece ·of political wisdom" and 
as the only source of national happiness and 
'prosperity, to the attainment of this soi"did and 
interested object. Hence sprang those two 
decrees, already noticed.' which' stand without 
a parallel' in the annals of legislati,,'e :tyranny, 
and by, which' the people were' compelled to 
re-elect two-thirds of the existing legislature; 
while efficacious measures were also adopted for 
securing' the return of a, considerable pint of 
the remaining third. ,So flagrant a violation of 

.their own principles, so daring an act of oppres
sion,'was too palpable, in its tendency, to escape 
exposure, and too comprehensive in 4ts scope ' 
'to elude· resistance. But, a~, -the natiqn had 
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beeu kept,. for ti~ree years, in' a state' of pas
sive .ubmission to the most absolute, oppres
sive, 'and unlimited powel', by theConventiou 
itself, its members were led to hope that, 'by 
the joint aid of deception; seduction, and 
threats, judiciously applied, they might secure 
even this desperate attempt against all opposi.
tion frolD the people. For this purpOse they 
.,annexed their two decrees to. the constitutional 
code, all discussion Qf which had been f011-

bidden .by the Convention, who only presented 
it to'the people for their pure· and unconditional 
acceptance, . in the llOpe. that; through· the' 
general. prevalence of ignorance and fear, they 
might be confounded with the <:onstitution 
itself, \Vh~ch t~y imagined, would be eagerly 

'received, as a comparative refuge fromtha,t 
.odious system. of terrur and ofanarcpy, under 
which the nation had so long groaned. ' The 
Convention took special care not to separate.the 
.two decrees from the constitutional articles, nor 
'yet to submit them, by an express and particll
Jar resolution, to. the· $lnction of .the primary 
assemblies,. that- they might become the subject 
of.a different discussion, and of a. distiilct and 
'6eparate consent.: . As. the artifice, however, 
was too gross to impose upon the inhabitants of 
the great .towns, and as the public indignation, 
which had been manifested at the crimes of the 
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Convention,. l11ight naturally be expected there· 
to burst forth with greater force and energy, 
car~ was taken tosul1'ound them ,with troops. 
Th~ primary assemblies of P.a.ris, Lyons, ·Mar
seilles. Rouen, Toulollse, and· many ... other 
places, beldtheir deliberations in the. midst of 

.. 1,>ayonets, and under the eyes of a: political 
plissionary, deputed. by .the Convention, with 
(),rders to employ fOl'ce, in case intrigUe, 
.tl:u;eat&, a~d corruption, should prove inade
'qu4te t~ p'rocureth~ desiredconserif. Anotner 
.nCa,ll$ to which they had l;ecolUse,. fo~ the same 
purpose, \V'a~ the gene;'al liberation: at all the 
3gen~a qf terror, \tho had been imprisoned U$ 

,&OPO as their employers ceased to have occasion 
for their services. These men were sent to the 
primary assemblic!I, in o~der to promote the 
adoption of the two decrees,· which would 
secure impuD.ity both ,to themselves and to their 
employe\'s. Lastly; in: violation. of both the, 
spirit and the letter of the new constitution, 
which expressly declarerl, that the army is 
essentially an obedient body, 'U:llick can,in no case 
.. duliel'e1·, deliberate, they decreed, that the c~m
stitutional coue~ accompanied by their two 
JavOl,lrite decrees, shonkl be. presented to the 
. troops for their acceptance, in order that if, 
,in ~piteof all these prc.::autions, they should be 
rejected by the primary. assemblies, they might 
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involve the people in hostilities with the army. 
and, in a paroxysm of despair, create a civil 
war, rather than give up their· authority, like 
those base tyrants who dishonbured the throne 
of the CreSari, who couited the iliff rages of the 
legions, when they were afraid that the vote~ 
of the Roman Senate; and the people, would' be 
adverse to their hopes. Thus' every artifice. \vaS 
exerted for the acco~p1ishlnent of their pur
pose, for keeping the reillS of power in their 
blood-stained ~and~. Such good use, however; 
was made of the newly-proClaimed freedom of 
~he pres!!, that the eyes of' the nation were 
opened. to their designs; and the general dis .. 
approbatidn of' the' decrees was pretty'loudly 
and _ openly ~.xpressed.' To. obviate' the ill 
effects of. this hostile impression, the,Con~ention 
did not. wait till aU the primary assembliesha,(i 
sent the result of their deliberations,-until ~ 
~lear and . deCisive majori ty of the nati011 had 
given .- or refused tileir consent to the t\,;o 

decrees:~I)Ut rejected the ,,~otes of those 'who 
bad unanimously condemned .hem.' They 
declared. that they 'were accepted by a majority 
of the people; though the declaration was sg 
~lumsily worded. and contai~ed so many ()b
vious . inaccuracies . and eri'ors" . that it afforded 
the strongest presumption that the decrees had 
been rejected by the gr~atcr number.· . 

it ~. The Convention bad promised and de#eed," says an 



510 
• 

As there was but little ground for satisfaction 
in this,event, in its tendency to impro\'e the situa .. 
tion of the people, so wa~ there' but'little reason 
to hope ,that it would be productive of any 
material change in the foreign policy of the 
French government. The reins of power had. 
indeed" passed 'from the hands of Robespierre 
and his bosom friends; but they were placed in, 
the bands of me~ who had abetted most of his 

a~tentive observer of the whole~f this transaction, and an eye 
'witness of their conduct. "that the documents, that is, the list 
of Primary Assemblies, with· tbe number of voters who had 
accepted or rejected the two decrees. on which theiJ corn-
mittee had founded their report, should be printed i ,and this 
would the best Rleans of imposing silence on all who ques
tioned the' accuracy of ,the report. They did not hesitate, 
however, to break this' promiSe, although their honor was 
10 deeply concerned ,in its fulfilment. But, after, having my
.elf ascertained the fact. in the Electoral Assembly, of which 

\ 
I, was a member, that three~fourths of the Primary AsSemblies. 
in my department, had voted against' the re-election of two
thirds of the Convention, and that the remaining third had 
taken rio notice of it, ex.cepting about a score who had ap
proved it, I ceased to ,be astonished at the silence of the Con
vention, and couJ4 not forbear' to admire their discretion. I 
have not a doubt, but that a similar verification took place in 
all the Electoral Assemblies, ,aud that the result was evelY· 
where nearly tbe same • 

.4 Cursory Review of 'he transactions of the 
13th Vend,iqIiaire, ~th fJf Octoiler, 1795) 
and of ~heir dJ'ects. Translated from/he 
French. Note to ,. 7. 



sanguinary measur~s,. and who were. almost, it 
not wholly,. as., guilty as himself. It W'lS po~ 
to be expected ~hat' such men would pursuear 
rlifferent system ~of policy in regard to foreign 
po\Vers~ however necessarl they might feel' it. 
as well for their own.safety,-which, be it 
observed, was the sole consideration by which 
they wer~ influenced in .. their opp~sition tQi 

Robespierre,-as fromlja tegardto the publio 
feeling, to render their internal government 
[ather more compatibiitwith the happiness,the 
welfare, aud the. personal se{:!urity of the 
people. 

Still :Mr. Pitt was willing to give them, 
credit for a more pacific disposition than their' 
predecessors had displayed; .and was 'most 
anxious that an early manifestation of it' 
'should' afford him the much wished-for oppor
tunity of opening a ~egotlation for peace. 
But he well knew that any premature disclosure 
of his own wish would only serve to postpone 
the period of its accompl,ishment . .on the other 
hand, the Opposition, and. their fl"iends out ~f 
Parliament, spared· no pains ,to increase the 
Clamour for pe~ce, which they had originally 
e.xcitecl. They could DOt, however, but be 
sensible, that nothing could tend more strongly 
to indispose our enemies to accede to such 
terms as would be consistent with the honour. 



'and safe'ty. of this ~o~ntry, than the manitesta
'ti~ of an ungon:rhable desire for peace,' 011 

the part of the' people~ .b' proportion to the 
warnith of that desire 'would the exorbltancy of 
their demands, most. nafllr&Uy, illcrease. Be
sides~ a nation;- which 'has' peac~ ever up'per
most :in its thoughts, and nlukes·it the con
·"tant sul~ect Of'its discourse, is not'likely to 
display' much vikoui; iI). the.pttfs~it of·a war, 

. It is one thing to ;en~tqina sincere wish to 
make peace, and a resolution to conclude it, 
whenever it can be made, on honourable terms; 
and another, to be ince~sal1t.ly talking of peace, 
~nd . to be IOttd-in e~pressing -our al1xidus desire 
to obtain it. To be tumultu~tlS for p-eace is to 
}Jut a fresh weapon into the hand of our enemy, 
,vith . the aid, of which he' may, without a. 
struggle, . \vrest from us all iheconquests, and 
all the advab.tages,~'whicIi·\Ve luve gained from 
11im by the s\\-ord.-It is a sttong symptom of 
a mean ailllcoward!¥ disposition, ofa low and 
selfish miud, without spirit or fortitude, tq 
bear :the prt'ssure and bnrdens of war, and to 
submit to those privatiOils and sacrifices which 
are necessary for the att3intnent of its essential 
and la~ldable object. 'Yher~ this anxiety is 
manifested, without any symptoms of a corres
ponding desire, on the part of the eneil1Y, it 
~il1ks still lowc'r; ill the scale of mental -degene-



racy, from m'eatuless to' iinbecility;·· since' a 
rtlpoves, to' an' incala.ulable distance', the plos! 
)'lect of peace·;....:it bluntS' our o\vrl sword; 
while' it sr1arl>eris the' !'Word of the foe'. It 
was; tr~ly 'l'emarked, by one of the mos~ acute 
and: iritelligen't observers of the rise, progress, 
and consequences; ot the French Revohrtion" 
that the govemmenf of that' country placed; ~~ 
great 'reliance, for the'tncce.s; of their scheniei, 
,. on, that longing aftel peace, proclain'led even 
on the~ fil~st day of the war, w hkh is a syxhp
tom of the failure of all courage, of all' reason, 
of all public spirit,~propagatecl with' indefatt
gabt~' industry, and: in the' dalnours for ·whicH. 
the cqnspirators" the factious, tIle revotutid~ists~ , 
of aU' countries' join, echoing-'the sentiments of 
the egOtists', and of diose nations which have 
not had the fortitude to def'end themselves."·' 

Wisely, most wisely, ha$the constitution 
of England; placed the power of peace and war 
in the hands of tbe CroWD; and made it the 
imperative duty of ' the Ministers of the Crowu. 
to exercise it, to the best of' their discretion,. 
without' temerity, and without fear; not to 
plunge us into war, h4S~ily. intemperately, or 
unnecessarily, do the a'ne hand; nor' to be led 
gy popular clamour, and factious disconten~ 

• lAtter to a Minister of State, by Mallet du Pm. 

VOL~ IV. 



~ the 9ther hand, to solicit a premature negotia-
.ti911, &r to conclude an insecure and )nadequate 
.peace.-It is for ~he Minister,. wllQ ca~ alone be 
acqu.ain,ted with all the facts .and, circumstance, 
;w hich ought to influence his conduct on such a 
~omentous concern, to fix the proper time 
for making advances to an: enemy; and to 

<'prescribe. the conditions which the inte.rests of 
the country may require; and the relative state 

.of the contending pat~ies may authorize him 
to exact. If he suffer himself to be betrayed 
into the adoption of a measure of such import
~mce contrary to his own jydgment,. he virtually 
surrenders the Royal Prerogative, and resign. 
the reins of pow~r into the bands of. the 
governed, thereby destroying the very principle 
and. object of government.-Govemment .is 
bound to restrain the headlong passions· of the 
people, and to reduce them, by the proper exer
cise of legal authority, to a state of sl.lbjection 
to their real interests. Without the possession 
of the means. of forming a correct judgment, 
and, too often, without the abil~ty to. form it, 
l'articularly where the pressure, which a regard 
filT those interests requires, is immediate and 
(otain; while the object which is to give then~ 
3: )ermanellt security is distant and pre,carious; 
the Ministers of t~e Crown are the guardians 
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and guides which the constitution has provided 
to inform and tq direct t11em, 

On the present 9ccasion; thet,nearis 
adopted,. in the King's speech, at the opening 
of thesessioD, for apprizing the new govern
ment of France, that' the great .im pediment to 
the. conclusion of a peact; which oad hithertQ 
subsisted, was removed, was sufficient to draw:' 
forth from them some avowal, or manifestation, 
or'a pacific disposition, if FJ.ny such existed.-And 
it was the more necessary that such an'a\'owal 
sMuld come from them, as the preceding. 
governments had, on various occasions, de-· 
dared their determination .never to make peace,. 
but upon such terms as were utterly incom
patible 'with the security, and evtn the in.de~ 
pendence, of' other states; and, therefore, I 

without some declaration of sentiment on this 
subject, it might; and indeed must, be inferred, 
that they were 'resolved to adhere to the same 
.principles, and t,o. pursue 'the same system of 
foreign policy. But neither this. '11or any other 
of the leading considerations which have b~en 
'urged above, could have ,the smallest influence 
on the minds of the Opposition ;-:-eould pro-, 
duce the smallest relaxation in th,eir' efforts to 
engender, in . the public, the sa~ lust for peace 
which raged within their own bosoms: or could 
,ffect the flmallest change in their Parliamentary 

Ll i 
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eOlldu~t. But Mr. Pitt did not stop even llere·~· 
he (rid not wait for a voluntary mallifestation·· 
of a . pacific disposition on the pitt of· the 
French government; he took direct and, active' 
meaIis for ascertaining whether' such a- disposi ..... 
tion really existed, through the medium of Mr. 
'Wickl1am, the Bntish Minister' in SwiNerland. 
Before, however, those means could be carried· 
into, effect, the Opposition, witH as little 
regard to the charactei i of the country, ;11) 

solicitude for the success of the object which 
, they professed to have in view, resolved again' 
to rende,f peace the subject of. djscussiou in.: 
Parliam~nt. Accordingly, on the fifteenth· 
of Februa.ry, Mr.' Grey brought forward a
motion for an address to' -the King, stating the 
desire of the' House, t~lat he would be pleased 
to take such steps,' as to his wisdom: should· 
appear most proper, for communicating directly, 
to the executive government of the- French 
republic, his readiness to me~t' any disposition. 
to negotiation, . on their part, "'ith an earnest 
desire to give it the fullest and speediest effectr 
It was- 'the avowed o~ject of this motion' 
to extort from the Bti~ish government a direct 
and unco'nditional acknowledgment' of - the 
French republic; and to compel ~rinisters to;. 
·mak@ the first overtures for peace. . 

.. The motion Wilf resisted by l\.fr~: Pitt,-
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"ri~pally Q'n ~ grounds of unnecessary and 
un,d~ interposition with the Constitutional pre
... ogative of the Crown, ,and" of its direct ten
.deney to prevent the; conclusion of a just and 
.equitable pea.;e. lIe informed the House, that 
,Minister. had: all'eady adopted. e\'Uy measure
i:onsistent with the. general interests of the 
:<Ol\nuy. and with the attention and regard due 
:..to her allies. to enable his Majesty to take any 
,OPportu.nity. either to. meet overtures for nego
·tiation, or to make iuch.overtures as might be 

;Joupd most expedient. That no etiquette, with 
lrespect to who should make the fir~t overture ...... 

:no difficwty in .finding a mode of. makillg it, 
rwould be considered, by government, as ,an 
· !,Ibstac1e ,. to negotiation, if, in ether l"espects, 
there shou14 appear to' be a probability .of its 

.leading to just and honourable tefIlls,-the great' , ,. 
point being, ~vhat prospect there was of obtain-
ing such terms. Measures had been taken for 
a~rtaining the~ points, and were then in 
train; and, i( the enemy were' sincere, they 

.lDust speedily lead to a negotiation.-,1Vhe-
· ther' luch negotiation' would I ~d in peace, 
be could not say~ because that depended on 
the inclination pftheenemy to openit with a 

" . 'Viewtoa pe~ t<1lbe' concluded on terms very 
different from any whkh their public ~eclara-

· tiona had, for a. long' time, past,' .seemed . to 
,I,,.. 
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indicate ~ "'if they i had' n6~ such < inclination,' &' 

speedy' peace was· impossibie.,; He; wished 
-ardently for peace, but only foi' 'arih()DOurable 
'peace.;-:--:such a peace the' country:had a,right 
to expect'from its OWll"strength an(t'res()utces, 

'and from' &' ~n~wledge of, the relative sit~atjon 
:of France.' ' . . " -" " 

,: "This ac'knowledo'ment ou~ht to },:i.ve ,0 0 

deterred . Mr. Grey fronl pre5sing hiS motion 
-llpon the 'House, , and must have detertedhim, 
',if :his' only object had been to pat'e' ~he' way' 
f(.lr a pacific negotiation with. France; 'but as 
he' had those other objects 'in view; which have 
been stated above, he persisted in his measure, 
'and, supported by Mr. Fox" pressed it, to 'a 

i division, when it was negati\'ed by obe 'hundred 
alld eighty-nine: votes against fifty~ 

~ ~lr. Pitt, however, continued to pursue the 
· measures to w bich '11e . had alluded to in this' 
debate, for ascertaining the' real disposition of 

: the Directorial gO\"el'tlment, in regard to peace. 
Eai'ly in March. in pursuance of 11is ins true-

· tions, l\ir; Wickham, the Bi'itish :l\1inister in 
· Switzerland,' applied to 1\11'. Barthe1emi" the 
'French Ambassador at Berne,-to know,-I. 

,Whether there was a disposition in France to 
open a negotiation with his Majesty, and his 
Allies, for, there-establishment of. a general 
'peace, upon just and suitable terms, by sending, 
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fol" that purpose, ministers to a congress, at 
luch place as might thereafter be agreed upon? 
-II. Whether there existed a disposition to 
communicate: to him the general grounds of a
pacification; iUch as France would be willing 
to propose, in order. that his Majesty, and his 
Allies, might thereupon examine, in concert, 
whether- they were such as might serve as th6 
foundation of a negotiation forpea<:e?-III~ 
Or, whether there would be a desire to propose 
·any other way whatever, for arriving at the 
same end,-that of a general pacification?· 

After an interval of nearly three weeks,f 
Mr. Barthelemi communicated the answer or 
the Executive Directory, whichprofesse~ to
contain an exposition of their sentiments and· 
dispositions. In this they expressed an ardent 
desire to procure, for the French republ!c, a just, 
llonourable, and soH!! peace; but declared that 
the satisfaction- which they should have derived 
fro~ l\fr. Wickham's -communication, was con
"sider.ably damped by the circumstance of his 
.not being vested with powers to open a nego
"tiation, which led them to doubt the sincerity 
{)f the pacific intentions of the British Court. 
They chose . to. consider a congress, though 

, 

• See Mr. Wickham', Note of March 8, 1796. 

t -Mr. BarthelCmi'. Not!: of March the ~oth. 



~a]lctiQne.d by the 'prescription ,of lag~s., ,as tlu! 
best mode of adjusting . .the a.ijfereJlce..so{ con~ 
tenclingpowers; apd pf leading;tO::iL .fuir.,:J.nd 

. splid .p~t:e; a/>c1\Iculilted .only to I..end~r .all 
l;l~gotiation usele.ss; .and to r~gafd, Jlu::r..ef,Q,(fj 
the pro{JQs;ll 'for holdiI!g i.t,~, .anQth~r proof of 
the illJiinserhy of ~he Eriti,sh. OLbiMt; apd At 

a mark of their .bad faith. After ~Qme ptheJ' 
preliminary observations in the saU1e .str?in. 
pow tirst. adopted in ~ diplomatic ,p?n~el)ppl)t 
deI}ce, theyproceedec;l tQ . exhibit a: pmof .of 
their own. ardent del>ir~ fo.rpel\c~, by an;e.~plj... 
~it .declar~tion, that, being cha.rged bYJhe. con-. 
'$titution with the ;execlJtio~ of the J41-w,s, tliey. 
(.:~)U]d nejther(l1a~e, Jlor }is.t,el;l to, any proposal 
J;()ntrary to t4em i-the CO;QStitution.alActdidJl()~· 
permit them to ~onseJlt to any ~lien;uion of ~hat 
which, acco~dil1g to th~ e;.isting l~w~, co~titl,lted 
the territory pf the ~epul>lic. But th~t" iu res.peet" 
of the countries occupied by the Frfuch ~rlllk,s, 
and which jlad not beell }.lt1ited to FraJlC~, they, 
&is well as other interests, political and .c;OUJPlff.:
cia1, might he come the ~u.bjectof Anegotjatiou. 
which would prescpt to tlle DirectQry the 
nle;lns of proving how mgch ;they had~t heart 
th~ .attaiQnwnt of a speedy peace. 

Here the monstrous principle was asserted, 
that th~ French Republic .had. a right to legis-. 
late forEurop~ i-for her la\V~ w~r~ ijDW set up 

c • ~.' .. • " ~ I 
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'4& para~ou't jo the est~blished Jaw of natiom, 
~o the .m~t just <:)~im$ of particular States,;and 
to the' national indepeotlence of others. In 
purs/J.ance (}f thisoo\'el principle, tee French 
ilad o,nly tQ PO}J.f their murderous bordesinto 
(he territorks of a neutral state, (as they had 
already done) ~nque.r it by .their arms, and 
.the~ .anne~ it ~ eft'er, by au act of their. legis'; 
lature, to their republic, ;one .and indivisible j ....... 
• nd anyc1aim for its restoration must.be treated 
.s inadmissible, because in\"olving a proposal for 
violating the laws ·(}f France. Here the views' 
of aggrandizement aI:ld conquest, which th~ 
leadera ·of the revolution bad ,early manifested, 
in ~jolation, of their own ,all edged principle of 
forbea.ram:e and renunciation. were clearly 
)lDfolded;, and it ,distinctly appeared, that 
.whatever might be the fate of :war, the new 
s\llerli ()f France would make DO peace, <which 
)lad .not for its ballis the restoration of every 
~nql,lelit made upon themselves, and· the reten
tiQn hy tht'm of e.\'ery pJace and country which 
~y h~d w,r.ested from their enemies. It 
J.eql,l ired an eifTOO te,ry, possessed by no' regular 
government, to pro~lajJll to ;the world a prin
ciple jO prepost.ero..us; a .claim so monstrous; a 
p,rincip¥!which, if acted upou by eve,ry powec 
engaged iQ, a war,-and the power, which first 
i.S~er~d. such a principle,. could not, 'periy 



the. right ·of :uiothel" to ad9Pt and pursue t it; 
woUld produce an endless scene' ofcatnage, 
'and render peace irnpracticable. j ~ '.. t. 

I~ reply to this exposition, it ·was.observed~ 
that the British Court saw; with regt:et, how 

, fa.r: the tone and spirit of ·the' answer of 'the . 
Directory, the nature and extent of the'demands 
which it contained, and th~ manner of announc
ing them; were remote from any disposition for 
peace.-'-The . inadmissible pretension had b~en 
a\'owed, of appropriating to France all that the '; 
laws actually existing there might have com!. 
prized, under the denomination' of 'French ter
ritory. Annexed to this demand was an express 
declaration, that. no proposal contrary to ;it 
would be made, or even . listened to; and this, 
under. the pretence of an internal regulation; 
the prOllisions of which were wholly foreign to 
all other nations. So long as such dispositions 
were persisted in by the French governtnenf, 
nothing was left for. the King but to prosecute 
a: war equally just and necessary. But,when
ever his enemies should manifest more pacific 
sentiments, his Majesty would, at all times, 
be eager to concur in them, by lending himself, 
in' concert with his Allies, to all such measures 
as should be best calculated., to re,;.establish 
genet:al tranquillity, on conditions jtlst, ho~our
able, and permanellt,' either by the establish;.' 



' . 
. ment of a congres~,. which had be~ sOtofte1!. 

and 80 happily,. the means of restoring peace to 
Europe; or.' by : a preliminarydisclaSsion of the 
principles which' might beprtposed, on either 
side,' as the foundation ofa general pacification; 
or~ lastly, by an i~partial examination of any 
other, way, _ which .might,be pointed out to him, 
for arriving at .tl;e same salutary end.· 

By this explanation, the. nation no longd' 
had to . rely on the representat"ionsof either 
Ministers or their Opponents, ,or even on ,the 

;declarations of the members ·of' the .French 
.legislature, fora knowledge of·therealinten· 
tions, and decided objecG :of the Directorial 
government, on the long-agitated question' of 
peace. The Minister had given the most positive 
proof of the sincerity of his declaration, that the 
form of government in, France :would no: longer 

, be considered as an obstacle to negotiation, and 
had reduced the matter to a simple question . 

. of t.erms.~ough, even had England been so . 
depressed as to accede to the· exorbitant terms 
suggested by the enemy, stilf,it would have 

. been a subject of very serious consideration, 
ho\V far, by such a' concession, she would be_ 
justified in recognizing the arbitrary principle 
on which those terms \Vere founded. . 

, 
• ,See note oj ollserualum. dated DOWD~g. Street, April 

)0. 1796. 



" . 'The put-aiC .expenees havjng~ prove'd gr.eatet 
than had been :expected, Mr.' Pitt. ·f()IJnd it 
mecessary. in the lnonthof April, to raise Iii 
new loan of seven millions and a. half,. 'one-third 
of 'which was necessary to defray the lLd.ditiorial 
,charges in the departments or the army and 
ordnance, including-the exp'ence Jof ban-liCks, , 
up to the close'of the'pr~ent year.' The remain-
ing'two-thirds were to be 'applied to the pur
.chase of navy and exchequer bills, (which ,it 
IWasproposed to fund) ,and ,to the ,re-payment 
to the bank of one million; wbicb.had .been 

. advanced to the :goveriunentin exchequer bills. 
:This loan had been raised ,'on, very .fa\'ourabJe 
'··terms; the persons 'who advanced the:money 
baving taken the 'Stock at the full market price 

'<If . the day, :with ~direct botw.s of less than . 
·.two '. per ,cent. which, being added, .to the 
usual . discount , foi prompt' payment, would . , 

make the whole benefit Itbreepounds, six iSbil-
'lings, and three pence per cent~'The j,nterestof 
tbissum 'amounted to ,£57.5,000, to'which was' 

. to, 'be added" C£lSS,OOO, :being the" ,estimated 
amount of the pl'oduce of the :tax'on 'printed 
:cottons, which it was deemed 'expedient to 
repeal, making a total 'of d?710iOOO to be pl'~
vided. To .meet this' demand, Air. Pitt, pro-
posed to raise, by a new duty OJ,]. hats, £l00~OOO; 

. bY' a tax" upon dogs; £40JOOO; an~ by an 
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additional .duty upon wine of twenty paudd,'a. 
ton,' £600,000 .. In the ~iscussion8' which fol~ 
lowed these proposals, many. arguments wer~". 

used, tending: to impeach the- accuracy of. the 
lfinister's calculations.; aJld~ many specimens 
of wit were exhibited, calculated~ ~nd designed,. 
to gratify the Speakers; and to amuse- the House. 
The H'ol.lSe, howe\·et'., aff(lfded their: sanction! to· 
his Itatemcmts. Ilnd to· the m~asures- w hichhe 
proposed, and: the bills which l~e introduced,. for 
giving them effect, were adopted by large and~ 
decisi ve majori ties .. 

As; it waf generally understood that· Parlia
ment would separate early in: the season, and· 
that it would: be diuolved in' the course·of the 
summer; the leadets of the OppositioD' resolved! 
not to- suffer thct interval to elapse without agai);i~ 
endeavouring to; excite a· publiC' odium' against I 
the Ministers.. They Ileem, indeed, to ha\'e had: 
so little knowledge of the duty of ai represen-' 
tativej- as' to have: adopted' the idea that it con~: 
Sid ted: solely iw making incesllant atte~pts· tq: 

disgrace' the· MemberB of A.dministrationby tbf:,· . 
. foulest aspersions. on their characters; and to' 
fetrer, the.operation, of government,. by a sys"'; 
tematic. opposition- to- all their 1l1easul·es.-~o· 
men, certainly. could liave been more soli~itoul' 
.to discharge; suclll a duty, than. the) pre-sen~ 
wiefs pf .the Whig~party j .. woo, careless of thci. 
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Qeans, and anxious only about the end, dispta)'ed, 
the most indefatigable perseverance ih the pur·. 
suit of their object. 

In conformity with this principle of action, 
Mr. Grey bro,ught forward" on the· sixth of 
May, a string of resolutions,' for the avowed l 
purpose of supplying a .basis for the impeach
ment of l\1inisters. .The charge from which 
so serious an inference was to be drawn,- was. 
the appropriation of public· money to one 
object, which had been specifically voted for 
another. This charge was fully met by 1\1r. 
Pitt, who admitted the fact to a certain, extent, 
but justified the departure from the strict letter 

. of the act 9f appropriation, by the example of. 
almost every administration in every "~arsince 
the revolution, a~d by the imperative exigencies 
of the public service. The resolutions were 
supported, of course, by Mr. foA. and Mr., 
Sheridan. but the previous question f moved by 
Mr. Steele, wa$ carried by 200 \'otes against 
SS.-The last effort of this kind, during the 
session, was made by Mr. Fox, four ,days after 
this debate. On that occasjon, he took a vie,~ 
of the origin and progress of the war ;of the' 
conduct and policy of MinIsters; and of the 
motives and principles which he alledged to have 
actuated them in all. their public proceedings. 
He delivered a very able and masterly speec~. 
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highly liophistical indeed, butmucb m.ore tern ... 
perate than usual. lIe pleaded the cause,of the 
French with considerable art; impeached,. like. 
tllem. tbe sillcerity of ,Ministers, in their. prO"l 

fessions of a pac.ific disposition;, and improved 
lIpon the objections started. by the Directory,. 
to the mode adoptcdof ascertaining .their senti
ments, respecting a general peace.,...-.As ,on~ 

decisive proof of their inllincerity,· in his mind, 
he instanced the delay which had occurred 
between the King's message of ~he eighth of 
December, and the first note from Mr. Wkkham 
to Mr. Barthelemi, on the eighth of March, . an: 
int~'val of three months, He contended, that, 
at the·very outset of even an attempt tonego
tiate, the Ministers should have made a full and 
\lnequivoca.l recognitign 9f the FreQ(~h Republic! 
And, forgetting, that the object of :Ministers 
was tPascertain, in the 6r&t instanceJwhethe~ 
the Fl'enc,h wt:re really .liisposed to treat,...-and 
be jt recollected, that there. was the greatest 
reasQu tobejiel'e" from. all the. public dcclara.l. 
tions of the leading Ulen in Frant;e,~ndfrom 
the whole of. their COlltluct, from thedeposi .. 
tion~nd Dlul'Cier of their So"er~ign to th.e pre ... 
sent IDoment, that there t'x.isted llO such .dispo .. 
liitiou in the. }'reU(;h.goyerlln)~nt,-he. con-. 
~emned them for not ha,-ing given full powers 
~,l\ft. Wic;kham to n~g()tiare.:·alreaty. _ Neyef, 
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was. m'Jrgutnent so weak as this t&ptO'Ve'tntt 
ins5ncerity of Ministers;-it might become; in;. 
deed,. the 'shuffling and equivocati,ng metnber~ of 
the French Directory to use it, in order to. deceive 
the credulous multitude'whom they governed; 
but it WlU wholly· unworthy so acute and abl('f 
a· politician as Mr. Fo.x·.-lf' the Directory 
had, in answer to Mr. Wickham's application, 
declared, generally, that they were ready to treat 
with England~ and· her Allies, Sd soon: as· propet 
persons should be' appointed for that purpose; 
\'ested with the usual p9wers'; or had· stated~ 
more' particularly, some one of the usual grounds 
on which nations are accustomed to treat with 
each, other.; and any unnecessary delay had 
taken place, on the part of the Briti~hl\{inisteu; 
in· carrying their avowed, intention intO' effeC1f
by appoiAting a minister to conduct the nego
tiation, there would, in/deed, have e'xistedgood 
feason for impeaching their sincerity. . But it 
would ha,'e been the height of folly to. appoint ai 
Minister Plenipotentiary before they knew whe'.. 
ther the French! would consent to negotiate on 

. ~ny admissible terms, or even whether they would 
receh-ehimatall. Itwou1dhave exposed the;epre
sentative of our Sovereigil to be treated with 
contempt, by rebels and regicides, and have sub .. ' 
jeeted· the' nation to .the' grea.test insult which 
could haye been, offered to lier;' it would havd-
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'{}i'ihonoured 'and -degraded ,her in the eyespf 
Europe. 

"Ha"ing a:;sunled {acts which had ,no real 
.existenct:. ,.Mr • .Foxproce~ded.to draw from 
them his pwn conclusions.' .He- justified .tb4 
assertion Qf :the Fren<;h .. Directory, that theJ 
:pretended . offe~s pf the 'British ,Ministers . wer~ 
produced by . the presslU"e Qf, c.ircutQlltances. 
and made -with. a. v,iew rather .of c:;(mtinuin.g. 
than of I cQnc!lJ.ding, the· Wj1f; He. aQOlitteQ, 
that t.bepretcoce .lIet ,up.by the French.ihlJ,t 
they cpuld not restore any t~rritor3'w:hic;h had 
been consolida~ed with the republic ,was~nju&t; 
but: it did not.produ<:e its ,natural,.effect, ,by 
opening' his eyes to the,in!latiate .alnbjti~n, ,(l.wi, 
destrp,ctive views, of the: FreDch.rulers : _ it:.Qnly 
,en'ed to increase his i~digna tion Q.gain$ tithe 
.mini~rs, who, ·he .affirmt:d, ,had 'brought ~lJS 
into, this lamentable.situation, who hij,d dd'er.rACi 

. any proposition for, peace .till·~ period when ·tb~ 
·difficulties wcre .. such,·that 'jherC;ii!flst!O pr()ppe~t 

of obtaining. it en. safe (JIld kollQu.rable terms.'"':"'" 
Their object W:,lS to .dcllJY .o\'eJ-tw-es'()f:~ap~, 
till. tlley cf)l(ld IlOt ·bellcceptcd, ,!llld ·they ·haQ. . 
succeeded.· . 

, No, c~nge. had certainly, til~n :place in 

, 
* Woodfill¥s Par.!iaalentary .1Repot:u, '. May 10, 17915, 

p.487. 
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the affairs of Europe, since the delivery ar 
the King's Message, in December; of course, 
nothing had occllrred ,since to raise those dif
ficu:1ties, which, according to Mr. Fox, rendered 
~a safe -and:, honourable peace impracticable.
TIle -same, difficlllties, then, must have existed 
:'at ,that period., Yet Mr. Fox, in his speech on 
,the l\Iessage, used every argument which his 
reason could suggest, to urge Ministers to enter 

,into an immediate· negotiation for peace.*
Nay; so impatient wa.s he of all delaY7 in open
ing a negotiation, however necessary, that he 
returned to the charge on the 15th of February, 
and enforced the same arguments with addi.,. 
tional energy. He then expressed his conviction, 
that this country might obtain from Fra~ce 

honourable terms ,of peace. t "The Governors 
of France," said he, "dare not refuse ',any 
reasonable terms which we may offer; Gr, if 
they do, others will soon be appointed in theil' 
places, who will'dare to accept of them."-:
)3l1t he was persuaded, that if a disposition to 

,peace, on ou~' part, was made known' to France, 
.h~r concession.¥ '(oouid he' as ' ample . as we, co~/d . 
""'ish. _ ' 

Our disposition t? peac~ had tmquestion-

, * Ide!D. -December 9, p. 36g. ' 

t Ibid. February 15; p.87. , ' 
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ably heen made 8ufficiently knoWn to' France, 
whose public papers noticed our parliamentary 
proceedings on the Royal Message ; and, ,had 
any doubt still remained, the overture made by 
the Ministers, through the medium of Mr. Wick
ham, must have effectually removed it; foi', 
whatever, faction m~y invent, or party assert, 
one. nation 'does not ask another to propose 
a basis for a' negotiation without being pr~

viously disposed to negotiatehersel£·Mr. Fox,' 
theD, must. either have urged'th!! l\linisters to 
negotiate 'at a ·timewhen be believed there 
existed insupel'able difficulties in, the way of a 
safe' and honourable peace; in which case, 'he. 
must· have belied the sentiments of his . own 
heart, and have- spoken against theconvictiou 
of his own mind; or he must have now admitted, 
that the difficulties which he stated to exist 
at present, arose out of the ungovernable ambi
tion of the French rulers;. for, certainly, between. 
the period· at which the King's Message was 
delivered" and between the fifteenth of I?ebru
ary, and the eighth of Match, Mi~isters .had 

II made no one declaration, had performed. no' 
'one; .act, wh'ich could raise. a difficulty which 
did' not exist before, or which could afford 
even'a pretext tQ the French Directory, for 
iDcreas~ng the exorbitancy of their demands.~ 
~et, :as' 1\1r. F~x.asserted that Minis.ters had 
. Mm~. 
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purposely, delayed overtures -'Of !peace -till-fII,ey 
could not lie 'accepted; and as he had 'maintained,' 
only, three weeks' before 'theyewel'e ; made, that 
they would be :met by 'ample conces'siohs on 
the 'paTt of· France, -it, 'folloWed, -of, course~ 
tll'at 'something nlUst have intervened' between 
the:6fteenth0f ,'February, and :the eighth or 
'March, to renHcr it impossihle for tbeFrench 
,to accept :ourpacific overtures., This 'something, 
which hadduued the vigilance of eveJ'Y poli
tical,observer, :it I behoved him 'to produce, 'ail 

the onlytneans ~f justifying bis-~own 1fssertion, 
and 'of,:exemptinghim 'fro1nilie imputation 
ofhypocl'isy 'and, falselioocl' At 'all -events,. 
the conduct of1France, having been 'so . totally 
!different from t that :'which he had . most. ~con-
1idently pl'edicted ,it :wouldbe,shouid, 'at'least, 
'ba\'e produced the salutary eftect of 'moderating 
-the'strength 'of his 'affirmations, 'of tempering 
'the violence 'of lhis zeal,'anu of'weakening' 
his reliance '.011 'his 'Own judgment, on all sub. 
jectsconneetedwith the'aft'air~ of that coun~ 
try, and the: pri:Flcip1es:"aticldisposition,of her 
'rulers. 

The ,only remcdy,vhich ,Mr. 'Fox 'coold 
'~tlggest, for 'all ,the "'<tried' calafuities into whicll 
the -country was phl'nged, was:a ,total change .. 
-not {)nly in the councils of his 'Majesty,' but rill 
~i counsellors. Tliisbe'repTesented as'an''\t~ 

" 



Mi ilJ'lperious- necessity, since. i~ was absurd.: , to: 
suppose. ojier., tkei, recent. COtldMCt,' that. they.; 
had abandoned those principJes.of. actionwhi.cb. 
had produced 80 rna-ny mi&fortunes. Tbey had, 
not, in any way, man~fested: such. a.. change.~-. 
The. only iU6tance of. their· recent. conduct, 
whi~h couUi·have drawn down~ onothe. heads o£ 
Ministers, this h(:avy ceMure, was the.adop.tion~ 
of a measure which 1\Ir. Fox;, llimself; had 
alway» most strenuously iI)sisted. upon,-1Jle 
rnanifestatipn, of a disposition to, treat with the. 
present gov.ernm€nt ot France;-and. which he l 

11ad specifically declared to- be a proof of< the· 
change whicb he now so peremptorily state4' 
not to ~ave taken place. In, the dCBate, on the
message, on the 9th of Decemb~r; ,he opened 
his speech with a declaratron, that there·was 
Olle thing which must give him pleasure-he 
fnUS~ congratulate the HOU8e; and the Country, OIJ' 

theCWlpletechange whicl" Itadhappily taken plac~ 
. in. the language, and in tke. s!lstem, # go'Oernmpzt. t· 
It would appear, then, that, though Mr. Fox 
80 ~onfidently inferred this change: from the 
declaration of hjs Majesty, of the eighth of. 
Decembert that such . a state of tllings had, 
actually occurred inFran~e, ~s would induce him 

a Woodfall's Reports. May 10. ~. ~~~ 

, t Jb!d. December 9, p.265. 
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to meet any disposition to peace, on the part 
of the French rulers,-the, conduct of. his 
Majesty's Ministers, in the, March foHowing, 
in taking means, in pursuance of ,that .declara
tion, for ascertaining whether such a disposit~on 
qid really exist, supplied him. with a proof, that 

, the change which he. had triumphantly. pro
clai~ed in December, had not yet occ\tn:ed. , 

In order to obviate a conclusion, which 
mightvery naturally be drawn from his.avowal, 
that nothing but a change of. measures, aud,of 
men, could save the country, he declared, that 
his return to power was entirely out of the 
question. ~he maxims which had been adopted, 
and acted upon, in the- cOurse of the present 
war, and.,the principles which were then coun
tenanced, made it altogether impossible for him 
to aspire to any situation of responsibility. 
Those maxims and principles must be all retracted. 
and reversed, the two late acts, which,he c.on
tinued to think subversive of the constitution, 
repealed, and the precedent. declared to be 
pernicious; and there must be a full, and per-

_ fect conviction in his :Majesty's lnind, and .in 
that o( the people,-:that all these meas,ure; 
were wrong, before men, who loyed and vene
rated the constitution, could think .of holding 
any public situation . 

. These, and all ,the sentiments which, on 
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the various topics' which his speech embraced; he 
had, at different times, proniulgated~ had. beeD 
reduced into the form of resolutions which 
he now p:.oposed . to the House to adopt; 
although, by so doing, they would act in coI!-tra. 
diction to tbeirrecarded l>piniops. .lIr. ,Pitt 
conde)llned, :under t~ present circumstances of 
tJle country, all retrospective ,inquiries as useless 
and dangerolls; though he briefly exposed the 
gross inaccuracies of Mr. Fox's statement, rela· 
tive to past tran-.sactionsf and .to the imputed 
sentiments and conduct of Ministers. At the 
periods to which Mr. Fox aII.uded, when he. 
charged him with having neglected Dp~~rtu. 

nities of making peace, he declared, tha.t every 
motive Df public duty, and every consider!1tion 
of personal ease, had. induced him to exert 
the best Df his endeavDurs to' promote a peace, 
by which alone his favDurite Dbject Df the 
r.edemptiDn. of the national debt, and . Dther 
financial prDjects, which he had much at. heart, 
cDuld be promoted. The' failure' was Dwing 
entirely to the enemy:. He commeutedon the 
inconsistency of Mr. Fox, who' wished him to 
go to war to prevent the partition of Poland ,. 
when Mr. FDx had r.esisted, to the utmO'st,- his at· 
tempts to' prevent the dismemberment Dfl'urkey, 
though those attempts had, for their oldeCt, to 
prevent tkat 'lJerg partition of Poland which was 
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. As to the' imputed. insincerity arising out 
of the non-recognition.of the republic,· it· was 
J;emarkedto be truly generous in Mr. Fox to 
find out an objection for the French,vhich they' 
had not discovered themse1ves~-In the ans,~er
of the Directory. to the British note, 110t the 
least notice had been taken' of this circumstance. 
It was evident, . therefore, that they laid no 
stress 'on the omissidn; that thcy regarded' it 
as 110 insult. But Mr. Fox always displayed 
great sensibility on the point of recognition, 
and seemed to have it very' lI)uch, at heart. 
He hadel--en a.sserted, that; if this mark of 
attention .and ,respect had been .-paid to. the 
Frenchgo\'ernment, it. would h~ve indrice(l 
them, .in return, to. propose more moderate 
terms; but he was.singular in an opiI)ion for 
which he had no foundation whatever; .and he 
Dms't be aware,. too, that the mere pi'oposal to 
treat! .in itself implied a .recognitioll.of>-the. 
~uthority of the party with whom the· treaty 
was to be concluded .. 
- . It had beellalledged, .as a farther 'proof of 
i.nsincerity, that we did .. not propose terms to 
tIle .enemy, while we called upon them to pro., 
pose terms to us.-:-But, as the application .did 
Rot com,e from the enemy, . but had been made 
by the EJ-itish ',Cabinet. it would have ,been 
ridiculou~. tQ propose any' particular term&.until 
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they were previously informed whether the 
French were disposed to treat at all.-Again, it 
had. been 'urged, that we .must have been insin •. 
cere, since the. Minister, .. who was employed 
to'make the overture, . was. not authorized to 
negotiate. But Mr. Pitt:remarked, that it was. 
extraordinary indeed, t11at such an ,observation 
should come from any' one who professed. to. 
have the slightest knowledge of diplomatic 
proceedings; and he. as~ed Mr. Fox, whether. 
it was ever known, . that the perso~ employed· tQ 
sound the disposition of ~a belligerent party was 
also considered as· the proper Minister for dis,,;. 
cussing all .the relati1.'e, interests, and fOI; con"l 
eluding a. treaty? Mr. Fox, himself .had for: 
merly advised the. adoption .of expedients for 
sounding the disposition of. the enemy.through 
the medium of nei,\tral· powers. As . soon. as 
France had adopted .a form .. of. government, 
from. which an expectation' of stability was to 
be drawn, Ministers readily waved.all etiquette, 
and wouW 'not let suclifol"Du. stand in the way 
of:lhe permanent object of. the peace and.tran:
quillity of Europe, and they .made direct, pro
posals ,to thel epemy. .Had.: 'they, : howeyer. 
adopted the expedient suggested; to them, 'and 
employed a neutraL power. to.make. their;coIl1~ 
munications, was it. to be- expected, that, Wf;' 

. should appoint that neutral power our.MiniSJt'{ 



l'lenipotentiaryito.uianage· our interests, as well 
as thos~' of our allies? Ministers: had· another 
motive· for not employing the' same Minister, 
who-made the advances as· the negotia;tor of a 
peace; they wished to· shew om: allies that. we 
did not go beyond' tHe line· of that arrange
ment: which had been.- co~erted with them, 
and that, true to OUl" engagements, we had 
no sepa~ate object, and would rot p.roceed a. 
&teI> without their concurrence. They wish"!d 
to· aVQid any thing which could create the 
slightest suspicion that they. were. disposed to 
a· separate neg~tiation, which it haa been the 
nniform aim of France to produce, during the 
whole' of the present contest. This was a; 
policy which had been but too successfully 
practised on so.:.ne of' the allies of Great Britain, 
and had enabled -her to exact from the.m~ 

suecessively,. more harsh and unequal conditions 
than she' could have imposed had all thft belli- . 

• gerent pewerS' treated in cancert. It was with 
a vie\v.: t-o the same dealing that the Ministers 
had thought proper t<> pul>lish,' to the different 
COUtts of' Europe; the- message, and thQ answer, 
that the- w.orld might judge ot the moderation 
ee th6allies, and the arrogance of the enemy. 

In answer: to the obj~ctiollsagainst a con
gress, urged by the Directory themselves, Mr. 
Pitt' observed. thit this. mode of. nr,gotiatioa 



-had 'b~n, pointed ollt;.by Virlisters, ;because~h 
'was the ,only 'mode in whic'h wars ,had been 
'Conc1udedjn all cases in ,vhich Allies 'had ,been . 
. concerned,ever. since the :peace ()f '1\Junstu. 
-tbe twolait treaties only'excepted.;...:,..Inreplyto 
'Mr.-Fox's remark, .that'theDirectory were'dnly 
high in their terms, because they ,knew, that·the 
British Ministers were not in -earnest ; and tha' 
they'would . be 'moderate, and !candid, if. con
vincedof their sincerity; he ,conceiveH !that, 
the extravagance of their demands' ;led ,to :an 

'Opposi te conclusion) ,and proved t.hat the :plea ,()~ 
inciucerity 'was, with them, only, a ,pr,etext. 
-If they really thought l\1inister~ insincere,-it 
'would have been their 'IWl~CJI to propose. just 
'andmoderateclaims, the . rejection' of which 
would supply a proof of ·thatwantDfcandouf, 

'and of that ,appetite for war, which Mr.rFox: 
joiped :tbe ,French ,in so 'unj~stly 'Wlcr.ibing·tg 
,the Bl'itishgovernment.But having, in 'f&c~ 
J10 disposition tor peace, and led away by: fab~ 
and aspiring notiolls of aggrandizement,the 
fulen of. France offered. such 'te~ms 'llS ther 

,knew could pot possibly be accepted.-,..Did 
. t~y know the spi.rit, ~emper,.and cha!acter, '<?f 
"this. country~ when they presnmed to, mak~ 
.such arrogant. proposals'? Those. proposah', 
Mr.' Pitt declared, he would leave to t,he i-ilent. 

:.ense im'pre,s$ed by them:on,thebreastof evCl:Y 



Englishman.' He. thanked . his God, - that he 
was address.iug himself to Britons, who wete 
acquainted with the presumptionoftheenemy,-r 
and who, conscious of their oWIi resources, 
impelled by their native spirit, and-valuing the 
national character, :would prefer the chances. and 
vicissitudes of war, to. such unjust, unequal, 
and humiliating conditions . 

. As to the ·plea. of the French Directory, 
that their constitution did .not permit them' to· 

accept. any terms .. which should diminish the 
extent of country, anriexed by conquest to the 
terri.,!A>ries of the republic, ~.fr. Fox 11ad~ himself, 

. condemned it as unjust, and .. all oppo~ingan 
eternal obstacle to peace, should it be' persevered 
. in; but, at the same time, unwilling to believe 
that any thing so unjust should have the sanc
tion of the rulers of his favourite republic, he 
was disposed to believe it was only a. . pretext . 
. That the interests ot foreign countries should 
yield to those laws. which a State should 
think propel' .to prescribe to itself, was truly. 
represented, . by .Mr .. Pitt, to be a fallacy, a 
monster in politics, that was never before heard 
of.-If, however,it were merely a. pretext, it 
was: singular that Mr. Fox,. who seemed-so 
shocked :at thisJawof the French'constitutioll,. 
should direct none of . his . censure against the 
Legislators, . or government;. of: .that ~nation; 
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. but vent all . his . indignation on the British 
Ministers, for deferring' their proposals for· 
peace till the enemy had formed such a. consti
tution as rendered peace impracticable ?-The 
l\linister expressly declared,·. that the exorbitant 
demands of the enemy would never indu~e the 
British Cabinet to' forego those -moderate and 
pacific sentiments which they had always -pro
fessed i-and that, whenever the French. should 
be disposed to descend, from the high and coni
manding tone which they had assumed, to fair 
and reasonable views, the Ministers would be 
ready to, treat. with them. On a division, the 
resolutions~ of Mr. F9x' were rejected by two 
hundred and sixteen votes,' am! supported only 

-by fOJ:ty-two. -The King prorogued' the- Parlia
ment on ·the . I§th of May, and the follOWing 

. day it was dissolved by proclamation. 
It was at this precise point of time, that 

the.armistice" which had been concluded in the 
preceding year, between the Austrian and French 
generals, was terminated by a notice from the 
former; and hostilities accordingly began on the 
.:JIst of May •. The. e~'ent of this campaign hu 
been most grossly misrepresented, not .merely 
by French writers,: but by. English writers also; 
who, found,ing their narrativei entirely on, the 

• Seethe&e rea6llutiQIU. Appendix A. . 



,rcpottsof the French ,~ommanders, which are 
-Dlostlydrawn up-for -the;purpose ;of deception, 
.and without-the smallest regard t.o -truth, ·have 
·strangely:petverted facts, and misled the :public 
cbym:osterroneous statemetlts. At the opening 
.of the campaign, the force of- the two French 
;armies, destined for ,service ,in Germany, under 
-Moreau and Jourdan, amounted to .more than 
160,000 men, while the Imperialfol'ces, .under 
-the Archduke Charles, including the _ Sax.ons, 
fand othe~contingents.of the Empire, were some
~thingunder 150,000. ""-The av.owed object .of the:. 
French w.as t.o penetrate int.o Germany, for the 

,d.oublepurpose .of· subduing . the ,power ~of 

Austria, ,and .of. maIntaining their troops ,with
-.out any expenee to themse1 yes. This, indeed, 
·llad becomeuecessary;' for the treasury of. the 
republic had been' completely exhausted ;·.and 

.,all- the intermediate country, . between the 
boundary of ancient France and the Rhine, had 

r been' so totally impoverished and drained,. ~y 
the tyrannical exactions of the French generals 
and commissionel's, that it was now wholly 
~mi.dequate to the. support of an. army. ·Ger
many, therefore, -was considered asn land 
hitherto untouched,' 'and affording abundilllt 

* The History of the Campaign of 1796, in Germany 
'aDd Italy, p~ 3,4. . 



tesoutces to the famished hordes which th~ 
}'rench Directory were p~'epared to pour i~to 
it. It was the ouvious policy of the AUlitrian 
Cabinet, ~vhich was aware of th~se' ,intentions, 
to act, particularly with, an inferior' fo.rce, 011 

the defellsive, with a view to prevent, th~ 
French from gaining any footing on the Ger
man 'side of the Rhine. The Aulic' Cou,n~il of 
\l'ar, however; determined on a different course 
of proceeding. • 

. , I 

The first hostile. movemeilt was ~ade 
by .tourdan,· who commanded the army 
'of the Sambre and Meuse: . On the first 
of June, Kleber,: who acted under Jourdan; 
attacked the Austrians, . under the' Prince 
of Wirtembel:g; who was' . stationed . i~ fl;ont 
of the river" Sieg, 'with' avery' superior 
force. The . action lasted several' hOllr~, 
but the Au&ti-ians;' after su~taining a.. ~evere 
10sB;were compelled t6' l'ctirebehind' the 
Sieg; 'and to take lip a s~rong position 'at' 
Uckerath, \vhich, however, they soon quitted, 
and retreated to !dtenkirchen,-':'Here they were 
attacked, on the fourth of June;' andc?mpletely' 
routed, by the sliperlor numbers' of:the enemy • 

. According to the French accounts, . the Au~tri ... 
ans lost, in these two actions, 5,400 men.
They now ~cijred 'behind the Lahn, while the 
opposite banks of. that river were occupied by 

VOL.IV.Nu 
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fitly thouMnd·Ftertch.· The Archduke CllaTle~ 
had, di.tr~ng this time, been' makihg a fruitless' 
diversion in the Palatinate and the Hunsdruck; 

. . 
butperceivihg the danger to whic1ithe Pi-ince' 
of Wirtemberg was, 'exposed, he hastened to 
his assistance, with the greater part' 'of ,hi» 
army. He passed the Lahn, on the £fteenth 
'of June, attacked the French in' a vet., 
advantageous' position, from which he ulti-, 
mately drove tllem witlr great loss, an~, follow-' 
ing up his victory, 'he' pursued th~m, from post, 
to post, till they retreated to the Sieg, taking 
most of 'their artillery, provisions, and baggage. 
Jourdan, mean while, had passed the Rhine, on tho' 

, twelfth of June, at Neuwied to support Kleber, 
but the' masterly manreuvres of the 'Archduke 
compelled him to re-trace his steps on the eigh
teenth. At the same 'time, the Austrian \"an
guard,.of 11,000 men, commanded by General 
Kray, was sent forward in pimmit of Kleber, 
who, with 25,000 men, was retiringtoward& 
the Sieg. On the twentieth of June, Kray 
came up' with' the French, who, relying on: 
their superior numbers, and confident of victory. 
attacked him with great vigour ;. but the extra
ordinary bravery :of three 'Austrian battalions, 
who charged llineFl"ench battalions with the' 
b!l.y'01'et, :'decided the fortune of the day in 
Ja\~Ollr.ofthe Germans, who drove the French 



from the field, after killing, wounding, an<J 
taking, two and twenty hundred of them.~ 
This affair was the more honourable to,' the 
Austrians, as the enemy had more than df.uble 
their number. Kleber, despairing of 1n;lking 
any further stand against the victorious Arch~ 
duke~conttnued his retreat to Dusseldorf. ' 

During these transactions, on the Lower 
Rhine, l\loreau had attacked the Austrian posi .. 
tions on. the Upper Rhine. General W' urmser, 
who commanded them, had established himself 
in. an advantageous post, before'the fort of the 
Rhine, opposite to Manheim. From this posi .. 
tion the French made two vain attempts to 
dislodge him, on the fourteenth and twentieth 
of June.-Butthese were mere feints to ~on· 
ceal a project of greater importance. 

Accordingly, Moreau, baving left a small 
force to watch the Austrian intrenchments, 
marched, on the twenty-first of. June, with 
great rapidity, towards Strasburgh. At this 

. critical juncture, the disasters, which theAus~ 
trians had experienced in Italy, induced the 
Court of Vienna to order a strong. detachment 
of their army on the Rhine, to repair, without, 
delay, to that country. General \Vurmser, with 
:10,000 mtn, hastened to obey this order, . which 
left the French a decisive superiority in Ger .. 
many, and, in fact, opened to them the gates' 

Nn~ 
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of the country. Moreau, . by the· treachery of 
some Austrian, officer, . was . early appri:led· of 
this intended·' m-ovement, and, with· his usual 

,activity, resolved to profit by it. Early on tlle 
morning of the twenty - fourth of June,- he 
attacked the important fort of Kehl, opposite 
to Strasburgh, with a force so totally inadequate _ 
to its reduction', as to afford 'strong grounds for 
suspecting, . that· he had' som'e understanding 
with the garrison. \Vith a degree of folly 
wholly unaccountable, the defence or'this fort 
had been entrusted toa bodyofSuabi~n troops,'" 
ill-disciplined, and worse conimanded. They 
made no -defence; and the French, having ob-_ 
tain'ed possession of the fort, lost not a moment 
in putting it in such a state as to bid defiance to 
any future attack~ , -

Moreat1 now crossed the Rhine with l1is 
army, 80,000 strong, and' divided it i,nto three 
columns.-The right column, under General 
Ferino, was employed to drive back, into the 
Drisgaw, the' corps of Emigrants, under the 
gallant Prince of Cm:de, and the corps of Gene
ral Fr01!ch .• The centre, under St. Cyr, pressed 
forwards towards the Suabian mountains, and 

* A General Stein. who commanded these tro~ps, was 
openly acoused of having delh'ered up Dot only Kehl, but two-
other ~trong- positions, to the French, for a consider~bJe sum. 
~f money.-See History of theCail1paign of 1796, p. 194. 
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aecured the important positions.of Kniebis and 
Frydenstadt, through the treachery of the 
Suabian General. The ,,' left column, under 
Desaix, was immediately opposed to the Aus.., 
trian force, now commanded by l\1. de Latour, 
which he attacked at the beginning of July, 
and (lrove beyond Rastadt. :Moreau, having, 
joined Desaix, attacked Latour on the 5tl~ 

of July, who was posted advant.1.geously 
in front of the river Murg. The action 
lasted the whole day, and terminated to 
the disadvantage of the Austrians, who, 
the following day, made good their retreat to 
Ettlingen. At this place the Archduke Charles, 
who had compelled the army of the Sambre 
an,d Meuse to re-cross the Rhine and the Sieg, 
having left 30,000 men, under Gen(!ral 'Varten
sIeben, to watch their motions, joined Latour, 
with the remai!lder of his force, and took the 
command of the whole. But no soone)." had, 
the Archduke left the Lower Rhine, than 
Jourdan again prepared fOl' offensive operations; 
and, having 65,000 men to oppose to the 
30,000, under, 'Vartensleben, he drove the 
Austrians, after an obstinate resistance, from 
post to post, took possession of Frankfort, on 
the 14th of July, and,- moving forwards, 
threatened, to place the Archduke .between two 
victorjou, armies. 
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, The Archduke, to prevent the accomplis4-
,mentof tl)is scheme, had resolved to hazard a 
general action, on the 10th, in t~e neighbour.. 
hood of Ettlingen j but while he was making 
the necessary dispositions for this purpose, on 
the 9th,' his whole line was'unexpect~Ty 
attacked by the French.-General Keirn, who 
commanded the left of the ,~ustri~n, line, and 
who had 'not y~t been joined by some Saxon 
regiments destined to reinforce him, sustained 
four successive assaults with the greatest bravery; 
but, a fifth being made with fresh troops, he was 
ultimately compelled to gh-e Wa)T, and to retire to 
Pfortsheim, where he met the Saxons. The Arch ... 
duke, meanwhile, had been completely success~ 
ful in repulSing the enemy, on his right and in. 
fro'nt •. But the retreat of Keirn' obliged him to 
forego his advantages, and to move back to 
pfortsheim. Before, h~)\vever, the Archduke 
and .'Vartensleben retreated, they had adopted, 
the precaution of throwing strong garrisol1s 
intQ the· fortresses on the Rhinej-tive and 
twenty thousan9 men were left, in Ehrenbreits~ 
tein and Mentz' on the Lower Rhine; and in 
:(>hilipsburgb and Manheim, on t~e Upper 
Rhine. 

The center of the French army, meeting 
with little opposition from the troops of wtrtem .. 
berg and Suabia,' advanced into the heart ~f the 
former Duchy, alld entered S'tutgard, on the 
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'8th of J~ly. On that day the :French made all 

attempt to carry the: post vf Cans tad t, com~ 
~anded by General Baillet;. brothel' to LatourJ 
and a~ the same time attacked a body Qf Aus
trians, ~der Prince John of Liclltenstein, a.t 
Essingep; ~he Austrians conducted themselV~$ 
with grea~ gallantry on this oc~asion, and defeat
ed the FrenchJ with the IQSS of 1500 l11ell.-Oll 
the '19~h, the Archduke cros&eq the Neker, ~nd, 
about the Same time. General W.m«;ns1eben, 
wl)o had continued his retrea.t,. through .. Fran
conia, arrived at Wurtsburg, on a Une with the 
front of the Archduke's force; and, fwD:). thii 
time the march of {he two armks becan~e 

more regular and better .combined. 
The imperial army now commenced a 

JDethodical retreat. It WiiS formed into three 
t<iivisioJ;ls, alDoun ting to nearly 80,000 met!;
the first of which,. about 25,000 strong. and under 
Wartendeben., was opposed toth.e arm,)' ,of 
JOl,lrdan, which amounted to 55,000. rhe 
Archduke, with 40,000 men, was p?~t~d 1J.pon 
the N ek.el:~· which he. defended again~t l\loreall, 
who had upwards of 50,000 under hi.s com
mand.The third corps, of 15,00q, was 
divided between thePriuce of COQ,d~ and 
·Gen~ral Frolicb, and . defended the upper 
Danube against Ferino, at the! head of £0,000 
men. It is ~vi(lent~ from thi!3 statement, tha.t 
the superiority of the French over the Aiis-
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. t~ians was greater at this 'period than it was at 
the beginning of the campaign. 

The French nmvfound tllemselves in a 
rich country, abounding w'ith every thing ·of 
\vhich they stood so much in need. They 
levied heavy contributions, of all kinds, on the 
inhabitants ; and they compelled .the petty 
Princes in the circle of Suabia, and in tIlt! Il.~igh~ 
houring districts, who had·.llotspirittodefend 
their country, to purchase of them treaties of 
peace at a dear rate.· The Archduke continued 
to retl'eatslo".rJy, and disputing every inch of 
ground, in order to gi,'e time to the court of 
Vienna to send him reinforcements. He was 
frequently suc~e$sful ill his partial attacks on 
the posts of the enemy, who had, however, 
by the beginning of August, approached very 
near to th~ frontiers of Bohel}lia. and }3avaria. 
On the 11th of that mont.h, an action was 
fought. near Mettinge~l, in which· the Arch.,.' 
duke displayed great judgment, gallantry, and 
prudence.. The left wing of the Austrians, 
under General Riese, turned the right of. the 
.enemy, advanced twelve miles upon their rear, 

. and too,k a great number of prisoners;' but their 
right wing having s~stained a check, and the 
,Archduke having received .intelligence-of the 
J'etreat of '\Vartensleben, who had been com
peUed to retire to Amberg, and who was there,. 
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{i)re in <bnger of being separated entirely from 
him, he stopped the pursuit of the flying 
french, and encamped for the night on the 
ground which he had occupied before the action,' 
in which the enemy lost 3,000 men, and the 
Austrians 1500. • ' 

On the 13th of August, the Archduke cros-
8ed the Danube at Donauwert, leaving,however, 
two detachments on the left si(le of that river 
to occupy the roads from Nordlingen and 
Hrechstadt to DOllauwert. Hithe~to eve~y 
thing had succeeded, ,with the exception of 
partial checks, to the most sanguine expecta. 
tions of the French, who bad reason to flatter 
themselves with th~ final, accomplishment 'of 
their grand design ;-the union of three large 
and victorious armies, in, the heart of Germany, 
and the conquest of the hereditary States of the 

, House of Austria.~The moment was critical.
The French were already masters of the whole 
of Suabia and Franconia; Jourdan was direct;.. 
ing his niarch towards the Danube, ~nd threat
ened, at once, Bohemia and Upper Austria. 
Morean had reaclled the frontiers of Bavaria; 
his' right wing occupied the important posts <!f 
Bregentz; and was adv~ncing into the Tyrol; 
into which country.Buonaparte, having subdued 
all opposition in Italy, hoped to extend hii 
¥ictorious careel'; 



At this crisis, the Archduke Charles ,exhi
bited unequivocal proofs of. a greatrnind, which 
seemed to derive additional, vigour:, .from 
!pcreased da.nger; and to furnish, resources ade
,quate to every exigency. He was fully aware that 
not a moment was to be lost ;=--that some deci
sive measure should be immediately adopted,
and some great effort mad(" ~o rescue Austria 
from impending destruction.-Having lately 
receive4 some reinforcements, whic'h dimi .. 
nished the relative disparity of the two armies, 

,he resolved to make a. bold and desperate ~ttempt 
to preve~t the junction of :t\1Qrea,u and J oUfdan, 
by ~ttacking one of them with the greater part 
,of his fOf(~e, and to risk every thing ip. order to 
produce its total defeat and dispel"sian. For this 
purpose he left a part of his army, under 
General" ~atour, to defend Bavaria, and to 
guard the river Lech; and, having recalled 411 
his divisiops from the opposite $ide of the 
Danube, on the Hth, he ord'ered the bridge or 
Donauwert t,o be burnt, and stationed twenty 
thousand of his best troops in that town. The 
next day he marched rapidly 3.10ng the right 
bank of ,he Dan\lbe, and, Oil the 17th~ crossed 
that river at Neustadt and IngQldstadt, leaving a. 
garrison in the last place, which was capable of 
being defended. Turning to the right, In con
sequence of .some information which he received 
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of Wartenslehen's retreat to Schwartzenfetd, l1C 

reached lIemman on the 20th. Having esta
blished his communication with 'VarteDsleben, 
his vanguard, under G~eral N auendorf, 
attacked and dtfeated a column of the French. 
under Bernadotte, on the 22d, at the village of 
Taswang, within a few miles of Ratisbon. 
The van column was again attacked the ne,xt 
day by General Hotze, andAhe .rchduke, and 
dri~'en back to, Altdorf. Having thus gain~d 
ground on the rear of Jourdan's army, the 
Archduke laid the plan for a general attack on 
the French, on the 24th of August; but 
Jourdan, being apprized of Be,rnadotte's defea.t, 
abandoned all hisposts, with precipitation, on 
the night of the 23d, and retreated to Amberg. 
Here he was attacked, the next day, and 
driven back to Sultzbach; and continued bis 
retreat, ,without intermission, ,to the Mein, 
wbich he crossed at Eltman andJIallstadt, on 
the 30th; and, at length, ha.lted near Lauringen 
and Schweinfurt. ,So rapid u'as this retreat, Of 
rather flight, of Jourdan, that th~ Archduke -
was prevented from overtaking the main' body, 
of his army, though the Austrian light troops 
harassed'him greatly on his march, intercepted 

'his couriers, and took part of his baggage: The 
Archduke, however, by his masterly move .. 
l'llcnts, contrih:d'to reach Nuremberg, with one 
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column ?f his army, before the French, by 
which Jourdan was compelled to re-pass the' 
Mein, and tq abandon all hopes of effecting a 
junction with Moreau, pr of receiving any· 
assistance from him. The Archduke, indeed, 
had taken the precaution of detaching. 10,000 

men, under General N auendorf, on the 25th of 
August, to strengthen De Latour's corps, and 
to pre\'ent Moreau from maki.ng any powerful 
diversion in favour 'of Jourdan. . 

\Vithout the snlallest relaxation of his 
activity, the Archduke still pres~edforward, 
and, by another skilful manreuvre, reached 
Wurtzburg before the French, who, after a vain 
attempt . to· dislodge hi~, ~etired to K~rnac1~ 
a position three leagues distant from Wurtz. 
burg. Here, at last, Jourdan resolved to make 
a stand, and to risk an action, before he ab'.ln
. doned a country, which it had cost him so much 
bbonr, and S8 many lives, to gain. He posted 
himself, very advantageously, on a chain o~ 

. hills, partly covered with wood, and part of 
them having the river Mein at t~ir feet. These 

. hiiIs terminated in a plain" in which his cavalry 
was posted. While another di~'ision, ~nder 

'General Lefebvre, covered the road from 
Schweinfurt to Fulde. In this position, the 
Archduke attacked him on the second of Sep-. . 

. tember; and, after a steady resistance for seyeral 
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hours, the Austrian grenadiers forced their way 
through the wood, ilmidst an incessant fire, 
chargt:d the French with fixed bayonet, on the 
tops· of the hills, and, in a few. minutes, dis-· 
lodged them from every post.~Jourd~n's ret~'eat 
soon degenerated into a flight, and nothing but 
the approach of night, and the/excessive fatigue 
of the Austrians, saved his' army from total 
destruction. His loss, in this action, amounted 
to 5,000 men, besides ten pieces of cannon, and 
a vast number of baggage and provision wag
gons, which feU into the hands of the victors. 
The Austrians, on their part,· lost only 800 .. 
men. 

Jourdan continued his retreat towards the . . , 

upper Lahn, across the country of Fulda and 
'Yeteravia. He reacIled )Vestlaer on the 9th of 
September.' Never was retreat more rapid, nor 
more disorderly ;-the army, having no regular 
supply of provisions, fled ill aU direetionsJ 

plundering, and laying waste, the couliltries 
through whieh they passed: Incessantly ha~'as
sed by the Austrians, and by the' peasantry, , 
their numbers were not less dimiilished by fati~ue. 
and desertion than by· t1le sword, ai)d their.loss, 
between 'the N aab and the Lahn was esti .. 
mated at upwards of 20,000 1nen"f 

Still <:losely pressed by the enemy, .fourdan 
pursued hi:s retreat froll the Lahn to the, Sieg. 
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On the ~oth of September, the ~anguattl of 
the Austrian army, under General Hotze, camt! 
up with the rear-guard of the French, under 
Mar~eau,near Hochsteinbach j which he de~ 

feated, and took a great number of prisoners. 
General Mar~eau received a mortal wDu!ld in 

. the action, and died the next day. Two clivi· 
sions of the French army finally passed th~ 
Rhine at Cologne, while the ma]n body fled for 
safety to the entrenched camp before Dusseldorf. 
Thus ended the disastrous retreat of .General 
Jourdan; a retreat of more than one hundred 
leagues; in 'he course of which he lost nearly 
one-half of his army, and was driven, in 
twenty-five days, from the frontiers of Bohe· 
mia to the walls of Dusseldorf. Very different
had been the masterly retreat of 'Vartensleben

" who, with 25,000 men, opposed to 50,000, dis ... 
puted every inch of gr()und, sustained no 
signal defeat, and was nearly two months in.. 
retirl'ng from the Sieg to the N aab.'" 

Moreau, whom· the Archduke Charles had 
. left on the confines of Bavaria, Was not apprized 
of that Prince's departure from the banks of the 
Danobe. till he was far advanced in his pui-sui~, 
of Jourdtn. The moment, however, he became 
acquainted with the fact, he resolved, as the:_ 



Arcliduke had foreseen, to attack General 
Latour, in the hope of creating such a diversion· 
as would.effectually secure Jourdan from dan
ger.-On the 24th of August, hecros~ed the river 
Lech, drove the Austrians from aU their posts, 
and obliged thein to retire til, another position, 
between the Lech and the !ser: This passage of 
the Lech opened Bavaria to the incursions of 
the French, and gave them possession of a fer
tile country, abounding in el'ery thing' ~eces
!ary for support, and ~esirable for plunder. 
Moreau, exulting in' the jmag~nary success ,of 
his project, filled the Directory with the same' 
false hopes which he indulged himself, of com-, 
pelling the Archduke to abandon his victorious 
pUl'suit of the flying army of the Sambre and 
Meuse.-That wise Prince, however, contented 
himself, as has been seen, with detaching ten 
thousand men, under General N auendorf, to' 
J'e~nforce Latour, who was, by that means, 
enabled to defend himself in his new position, 
and to prevent the enemy from ,penetrating 
beyond the lser . 

. After the passage of' the Lech, Moreau 
continued to advance for some days, when he 
took a position with his right at Dachau, his . ( 

centre at Paffenhosep, and lu.s left at Bombach. 
In assuming this position, Moreau, considering 
the relative sitaation i)f the Austrians, displayed 
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a degree of ignorance, not easily accounted fOI' '~l't -

a commander, whose military talents have ne,,'er ' 
been called in question; for his left\ras exposed 
to an advantageous attack by th~ Austrian 

~ , , ' 

'corps posted at Ingoldstadt, on the' Danube j-
and his centre could not advance upon Ratisbon 
without b~ing taken in flank by the Austrian 
division at Landshut. In order to remedy, in 
some degree, the effects of his own imprudence, 
he resoh'ed to dislodge the Austrians from the 
Tete de POllt at Ingoldstadt. The first of Sep
tember was the day fixed for the excClttion: of 
this plan ~ but it was rendered entirely abortive, 

, by \ the prudence and vigour of General~ 

, Nauendorf and l\iercantin, WllO, while Moreau 
was proceeding to Ingoldstadt, att'acked the 
.other part of his army~ a.nd compelled hitn to 
return to its protection, though too late to pre
vent its defeat. At the same time, General 
La'tour was attacked by the French, ~ in 
his ,position, opposite to Munich ; but he 
soon forced them to retreat. In the: actions
of this day, both sides claimed the'Victory';
the loss, indeed, was nearly equal;' and neither' 
army returned to its former position, but' the 
Austrians were so far sllccessful, that they 
frustrated t}:le encm.y's project.' " , 

At this period; the Elector of Bavaria 'pur .. 
, "cilased a separate peace'from the French, at the 

<.. .' • 



upence of about rou, hUl)dred thousand PQ\lDd9 
6terJin~ and, aD ill101€nsequantity of clothes, 
provisions, aud honest besides twenty of' his 
best pictures ;-a .new ,species of cO~ltri,butioll 
which these Republical} freebooters did n9t fail 
to levy, wherever their ar01~ were sl,Iccessful."':-' 
.Thus, by the invasion of Bavaria, the French 
5uccecrled in <Jetaching another Prince from 
the' Germanic Confederacy, and iJ;l Weakel)ing 
the force of the Imperial army.-:au~~eve~: w&S 

advantage more dearly bmlght, for it .QctaSiQn(d 
the loss of Joul'daq's army,. while it exposed twt 
of' Moreau to the most unminenJ, danger -Qf 
destruction. ' 

l\Iort'au, at length,' became sensible of .1his 
danger; on the tenth of' September, he ordet:ed 
a large body of cavalry to repass the DalJub.e; 
ano, the next day, he, quitted his po:>i • 

. lion on the her, in order to follow the1l1.;bu.t, 
ill the execution of this manreuHe,hi~ .rfa,r
guard :was "igorously attacked, in th~ ~idllity 
of Munich, by the Prince of .Fl.(rst~nbel;g, 
and General Frolich, who.k,illed al)cl took ,llP
wards of twu' thousand men.~lle ;retired to
wards Neuburg, and recalled General Desaj~, 
who had taken a forward position beyQnd the 
Danube. - nut Desaix, 011 his return, was 

,attacked, by General Nauendorf, on the four
teenth" when· his, ~ear-guard,>~ered ,considc-' 
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tahty, and' a thousand of them fell into the 
hands-of the victorious Austrians. The Freuell 
General now perceived the necessity of effect
-ing his retreat with aU' possible expedition. 
The Austrians had received considerable re-in
forcements from the Hereditary States; they 
llad already turned beth flanks of the French, 
and pressed them very closely, while a corps, 
commanded by General Petrarch, formed· by a. 
portion of the garrisons of Phillip~burg and 
l\Iallheim, and ten squadrons of light cavalry, 

,detached by the Archduke, had 'entered the 
Margraviate ,of Baden; and, after, taking the 
Fort of Kehl, and losing' it again. by impru
dence and carele,ssness,secureU the valley, of 
Kintzig, and the defile of Kniebis, took all 
the magazines which the French had established 
in the Duchy of Wirtemberg, intercepted their 
convoys 'and couriers, and cut off their com
munication with Strasburgh. l\Ioreau's situ
ation was, at this period, truly critical; and it 
was rendered more so, by the a~limosity of the 

'Snaoian peasants, (the principal passes of whose 
country were. already in posses1)ion of the Aus

, trians) who, having experienced from the French 
': 6'OOI)S every species of cruelty,' insnlt" an(i 
, oppression, were, prepared to exact a severe 
-retributi011, 'w hcnever arevel'se of fortu~le should 
'R,iford them 'the ,opportunity. General Latour 
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had divided his army into several different 
corps; and. Moreau, aware that he must fight 
and conquer before he could safely retreat, 
resoh'ed to attack them separately. Accord
ingly, on the thirtieth of Septelnber, he began 
the execution of this plan, by attacking the' 
main division under Latour; but he was repulsed 
with loss. On the following night, how
ever, he renewed the attack, with greater advan
tage. Two of the Imperial Generals were 
takcn by surprize, and their. divisiori" suffer~d 

severely. The gallant band of Emigrants, 
under the Prince of Conde, distinguished them
selves greatly upon this occasion; and the Duke 
D'Enghien signalized his skill and courage in 
a particular manner. The Austrians lost four 
thousand men, and twelve pieces of cannon, 
in the contlict. 

On the fifth of October, Moreau continued 
his retreat, which was greatly facilitated by his 
late victory at Biberach,' which pr~veiJ.ted 
Latour from renewing his pursuit till the 
seventh. The first division of the French 
forced the pa~sage of the valley of Hell, which 
was but feebly defended by a small and inade-
quate force' under Colonel D'Apre, and took 
possession of Friburgh, . on the thirte¢nth of 

. October. The succeeding divisions ,followed, 
(In the fourteenth, fifteenth, artd sixteenth, 

oog 



while the baggage and ammunition-waggoDs 
passed through the forest towns, under the pro
tection of the right wing. -

LatOl,lT DOW gave up the pursuit, which he 
had contin~ed for a: month, without skill, and, 
consequently, without success.' Indeed,his 
conduct supplied - as strong a contrast to that 
<of the Archduke, in his pursuit of <Jourdan, 
-as that of J o~rdan did to the conduct of 
Moreau. . He now marched towards the valley 
:of Kintzig, to 'f~rm a junction with the Arch
duke, - 'vr...o was further strengthened by the 
'union of t4~ 'corps ,under Nauendorf and 
Petrarch. 

Moreau, elated, ashe well might be, ,vith 
thes\lccessof hisretrcat, resolved to maintain 
hilnse1f in the Brisgau; and flattered himself 
~ith the hope of finishing the. 'campaign by 
a splendid victory onr, 'the Archpuke Charles. 
At this time" the Austrian army fortheda line, 
with its right 'against· the Rhil1e,e~tending 

'. along the front ofthe'Ri~er Eltz, crossing the 
mountains of Simonswald, and tero1inating, on 

.the left, at the entrance of the vallies' of St. 
-Peter and St. Meger,\vllere the Prince of Cond6 
and General Frolich were' posted. The right of 

. the French occupied the mouth of these vaHies, 
. from w hieb their'line passed by Simmons\\'ald, 
Valdkirch, Emendingen" in front of tIle Eltz 



and of J(intzingen, near the Rhine, to which 
their left extended. 

After some sl1'.l~rt skirmishei on the 
two preceding days, the A'ustlians,' Qn the I 

morning of the 19th of October, attacked the 
,French line" and, after a vigorous re~j~tancrJ 

drO\'e the enemy fmID every post. l\Iorea,u 
took up a new position behind the Eltz; but 
he did not think it prudent t<? ,vait ~ secoQQ 
attack, which the Archduke, with ,his usual 
promptitude and vigour, was preparing to make. 
Ue was pursued by the Austrians, dt;featedill 
another ~tion, and finally passed die Rhil1e 
at Huningen, on the 26th of October.-That 
Moreau conducted his retreat withgreat'skill 
cannot be den,ied; but that. he' committed 
many errors, and was guilty pf nlanyacts, of 
imprudence, is equally cert~in. By ut:l~ 
necessary delay he. expost:d '. himself t,o,. b~4 
situations, and to imminent danger; and, but f9f 
the more inexcusable misconduct 9f thf! Aus
trian Generals,' ~nd especially', of' Latour, hi" 
whol~ army must have been 'de~troyed.. It 
bas been truly obs~rvea. that to the injudicious 
distribution of Latour's fon,~, Moreau was 
principally ind'ebted for: hissuccesi ;-:-for, by 
forming an immense cirde round the retreating 
.French, the.la.tter w~e enabled .to direct their 
whole force against ,any point of it which it 
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was necessary to force. Whereas, if the Aus
trian force had been concentrated, it might have 
watched an opportunity; and have acted with 
irresistible strength, and decisive effect, oil 
any part of the French columns. The faults, 
indeed, ,were great on both sides; but on that 

. of the Austrians they were not balanced by 
any display of skill,or by. anyexeition of 
vigour;-whereas the French General, by an 
able impr~vement of many of the opportunities 
with which tbe lllisconduct of· his opponents 
supplied him, and by the final accomplishment 
of his main object) made ample amends for 
his errors. 

The Archduke. Charles determined to give 
no repose to his army until he had recovered 
the important fort of Khel from the hands 

. of tlle· French, who had greatly strengthened 
its fortifications, and given it the additional 
protection of a strongly entrenched camp. 
The Austrians opened the siege of the place 
about the middle of November;-it continued 
seven weeks, during which time, it is difficult 
to say w bether the besiegers or the besieged 
displayed the greatest courage and perseverance. 

I . 

It wa~ 110t till tIle loth of January that the 
fort surrendered, after a.loss of many thousand· 
men on either side. The head of the bridge 
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of Huningen, which was a post of great 
strength, had been contested with almost 
equal obstinacy,' and was carried by the Aus .. 
trims, on the second of the following month, 
when the whole of the french re-crossed the 
Rhine. After the defeat of Jourdan, the 
remnants' of his scattered army were entrusted a 

to Bournonville, the late Secretary at War, 
one of those couvent~onal agentS \'Thom Dumou
riez had arrested in the Netherlands, and who 
had been recently exchanged for the' Princess 
Royal of France: this man, wh~se ignorance 
and incapacity could only be exceeded by his 
vanity and presumption, filled his reports to 
the Directory with the most false and exag
gerated accounts of the prowess of his troops, 
magnifying every skirmish into a battle, and 
every action into a victory. After various con
flicts, alternately advantageous and prejudicial 
to either party, and productive of no <lecisive 
effect, hostiliti~s ceased" as by mutual consent, 
and both aimieswent into winter quarters, on 
the 10th of Nonmber. 

Thus, at the end of this campaign, in which 
so much money l1ad been expended, and so 
much blood had been shed, the French and Aus
trians remained innearl y the same relati\'e situation 
which they occupied at its commencement. 
Tl~& french h.d t\'ro objects in view, first, to 
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(:onquer the hereditary dominions of thellouse 
.of Austria ; and, lSecon{j!y, to maintain tlleir 
armies at the expence of the neighhouriiig 
powers. They failed compktely in the former; 
but they succeeded in the latter; fOf, dttrillg 
fourOlonths, the armies had suu~isted entirely 
on the fruits of their plunder, and they had 
gained'R fill,ther advantage, by inspiring several 
of the petty Princesof Germany with such a dread 
of their power,' as induced them to resign aU 
hopes of successful resistance, and, by a base 
"iolation of. their duty as· members of the 
Germanic body, to desert the head of the 
Empire, aUfl' pUi"chase a precarious and'~is;, 
graceful peace from the French.. Themost 
accurate estimate of the loss on either side, 
during the campaign ill Germany, . ~lake$ 
that of the Austrians amourit to between 
twenty-1h:e and thirty thousand men; and that 
of the }'rench to forty thousand.· The e\'ents 
of the campaign served td'raise the inilitary 
character of the Archduke ... 'Charles very high 
indeed ill the. estimation of his· counttymeiL 
He haddjspl~yetl most of the qualifications 
J'equisite to f01:111 a g-reat commander ;-a lillnd 
fertile in resources of every kind;' neither s() 
dated' by victory as to neglect the' means for 

.'. !'. . 
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,improving its advantages; nor sotlepressed by 
defeat as to omit the adoption of any measures 
which might counteract its. effects ;-a quick 
perception; a sound judgment; great prompti
tude, activity, energy, and decision.· \' 

The same motives W Rich hjld induced 'the 
French to invade Germany, influenced tlleir 
irruption into Italy-plunder, and the hope of 
<Iictating peace to the E.npel'Or. Tne wretched 
state to which their ariny, in "tlie latter country, 
had been reduced by the sword, by want of 
provisions, and every nleans of subsistence, 
led the Austrians to believe, that the presence 
-of a large force· there would be unnecessary. 
At the beginning of the year, however, ~he 

Directory had assembled ahout forty thousand 
.,of their best troops, in the soutbern provinces 
of the Republic, under pretence of checking 

• The following fact wilt c.onvey some idea of lb. decisil't
tleSI whicb f~rm8 a leading trait in the character of the Arcb
duke.··-In the. affair of the twenty-fourth of October, he 

. ordered tbe Major of a regiment of light horse to attack a 
redoubt which the French had erected ill a Vineyard. The 
officer obeyed j but the ground being "ery -disadv"antageoos for 
-elvalry, be was cepulsed. The Archduke, ,coming up at the 
moment of bis retrea~ -called out to him,-" Sir, you mis
understood me; my orders were to take ·the redoubt.!". The 
officer felt the force of tbe reproacb,renewed the attack' with 
all the vigour of despair, and carried the redoubt, though at the 
(:xpence of hia life.-History of the Campaign of 1796..· 
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the disposition to Royalty, wl1ich had'maJli~ , 
fested itself ill that quarter. ' Buonaparte, who 
h~d demanded,' of his' pat~on, Barras,' some 
reward for the zeal which' he had displayed in 
the murder' of his fellow" citizens at ' Paris, 
in the month of October, ,teceived the com
uland of this army, on condition that he would 
accept, . at. the same time, the hand of Madame 
Beauharnois, who, since the death of Ilt~r hus
band, had lived with Barras, as his Jpistress. 
The greedy Corsican,. who never suffered any 
principle of delicacy to interfere, for a moment, 
with the promotion of his interest, gratefully'. 
accepted an ofter which a man of honour would 
have rejected 'with indignation. He, accord-' 
jug!y, married the ,Jady, and took the command 
of the army of .Italy; which entered the teni
tory of the Genoese Republic, in the month 
of April. Soon after the . campaign opened, 
Buouaparte found himself at the head ot: more 
than 60,000 men, 45,000 of which were under 
his immediate command ;~the remainder being 
posted along the Col diTende, and the Rivierl; 
di Gelloa.-Kellerman, who 'headed the army of 
the Alps, as it was 'called, had 25,000 men 
under him; so that the whole force of the 
French, in, the spring of this year, ,amounted. 
to', 85,000 men. The 'Austrian anny, under 
General Bealilieu, did not amount' to 'S5,OO()' 
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effective men, including a Neapolitan .corps of. 
about 7,000. TJle Piedmontese ariny, com
manded by th<: Austrian General Colli, amountecl 
to ~o,ooo, and was employcd in oefending the. 
different apPloaches to Piedmont; and the Due 
D'Aosta was stationed in 'Savoy, with ,15,000. 
men, to watch Kellerman. Hence it wilJ 
appear that, to th.e . French force .of 85,000, 

men. the Allies had only 70,009 men to 
oppose. At the very opening of the campaign 
the Austrian Gencral committed a. gross 
fault, which bad a material influence on .the 
result of aU. the subsequent operations.--.
Deceh'ed by a false report, spread purpos~ly by 
the French, he conceived ,that they meant to, 
attack Genoa, and he, therefore, sent a strong 
detachment to cover that city. and, wishing to 
keep up a communication with thePiedmontese, 
extended his line so as to spread ,over a,front 
of sixty miles ;-thus affording an opportunity 
to the eDemy .to attack him, , on any point they 
chose, with a greatly superior force., On the 
e1cnnthof April, General Beaulieu made a 
sllccessful attack on the right of the French, 

\md dro\'e them fro~ all their posts, except tl~e 
strong redoubt of.. Montenotte.-';fbis he assailed 
on the foI.lowing morning; but the French,: hav-: 
iug made a movement ill th~ night, }lad turned 
both his flanks, .and compelled him' to give 
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over all .. thoughts o.fattack, 'and to think only 
of defending himself. After a long resistance 
against a superior f()rce, th~ Austrians were 
obliged to retreat, having lost, according to 
the French accounts,Sj.500 men, of whom 
1,000 wel'e said to be killed, and .the. rest pri
soners. 

After this defeat, the Austrians fell back, 
. wi th a view to form a junction- with t~e Pied
ffionteSl', but they wen; speedily o,"ertaken 
hy the French, and reduced to the necessity 
of risking a general action, at Montelesino, 
on the fourteenth. The conflict was sustained 
for se\;eral hOUri, ·with great resolution, and 
,,"ictory was long doubtful; but the Austrians· 
were at· length overpowered by numbers, and 
completely routed. Buonaparte's account 
made their. loss, on this occasion, amount to 
.3,500 killed, and 8,000 prisoilers. The French 
themselves lost two Generals, Panel and Quen
tin, a~d a thhd, . ·Joubert, was severely 
·wounded. If the Fl'ench account were to be 
credited. the· allies· had lost, in five days, 
.15,000 men, of whom' more than two-thirds 
were Austrians; so· that the Austrian army 
itself was reduced to iO,OOO.-Yet. notwith
standing this i'ed uction , General Beaulieu, the 
very night after the last action,- attacked the 

" }'rench army, put it to the rout, and dro\'e it 



from the l>osition of De-go, wJlich it hild taken 
from hill) in the morning. In this affair th~ 
French, who, as usual, convert+d the~r d€fe~t 
into a victory, lost tl:w-ce more of their 'Gepel'i1s ... 
Causse, Dupuis, and Rondea~. -,- They stated 
the 1058 of the Al,lstrians to be 600 killed, and 
J,400 prisoners. P' 

Buonaparte, having succeed~d· in hi$ 
attempt to separate the Austrians, from the 
,Piedmontese, left apart of h\sarmy to wat<:h 
the mQvements of th~ latter,and mj1rched with 
.11is main force agaiqst the former. after several 
fruitless ~ttemp,ts to resist the victorious pro
grefiS of the French; and seeing 'nO prospect of 
beiJlg relievt;d by the Austrians, the King of 
Sardinia soon concluded aJI' armis~i~,~nd after~ 
wards a peace, with ,the French republic, which 
secured to the~ latter the, ~vereignty of Sa.voy 
and Nice, and put him in PQS1ielisipJl of most 
of the strong places in Piedmont, witha free 
passage for his troops through the Sa.rdinian ten-i
tory. The J.'reoch had now a full opening into 
th,e Milanese, and almost.a certainty. of redu
cing it, as it was defended,by' an ~rmy nvt 
half so numerous as theh: own. Beaulieu, of 
course, wa~ reduced to the necessity of actiu'g 
on the defcnsil'e, and of prol~nging .his I'esist
anee, with a view to afford time t,o ..,the 'Court 
C>i'Vienna to send him reinforceQ1ints: For 
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thi~ purpose, he crossed the Po' at Valenza, and 
took a position behind it,bet",-cen' the river~ 
Tesino' lind rei-doppio, in order to protectth~ 
l\iilanese. - But' Buonaparte 'proceeded, by 
forced marches, towa~'ds' Plac~ntia~' and crossed 
the Po, on the 8th of May, with little 6pposi
tion;---the troops which Beaulieu had sent to 
'oppose the passage having arrived 'too late to 
prevent it. The' detachments which had ad
vanced for this purpose· proceeded to Lodi, to 
which place Beaulieu had illOved in the night. 

On the 10th of May, the Austrian rear-
guard, which was posted in front of the town 

. of Lo(li, and of the river Adda, was cannonaded 
by the advanced guard, of, the French, who 
compelled. them to'evacuate the town, and to 
retire to the opposite side of the river. A great 
fault was committed herein not breaking do,,"n 
the bridge, after they had 'crossed it ; ":"'but 
the omission, however, did not, arise from 
neglig-ence, but from design ;--fol' 'Major Mal
camp, Beaulieu's' son-in-law, who commanded 
dJe rear-guard of the _i1ustrians, . had, as .he 
thought. guarded the bridge so effectually that 
the enemy would not dare to cross it.- In fact, 
he had placed several piec.es of cannon at the 
end of the bridge, ,,,hich sen'ed to enfiIide it, 
"'·bile. batteries, placed on the right imd. left, 
c01l1manded it by a cross fire •. Convinced of 
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Ats perfect security, he would not allo\v,it to 
be destroyecL He was destined, however, to 
perceive, and to deplore, his error, when ,too 
late to correct it. f 

As soon as the whole.of tbe French army 
bad reached the banks of the Adda, .Buonaparte . 
assembled his general officers, and imparted to 
them his resolution .to stOTn\ the bridge.-The 
plan was unanimously condemned as, rash,. de
stl'uctive, and useless. - Vain and inflexible, 
the desperate Corsican treated their remonstra~
ces with dis~~in; and, having called together a . 
council of g1"enadiers, he ,communicated his 
determination to ~hem.· and, by successful. 
appeals to their vanity, strongly aided by other 
persuasive~, ext~rtedtheir ,consent to his pro
ject. :I Four thousand grenadiers and cara
bineers, formed int<? asolid ,cqlmnn, approached 
the bridge; but.no. sooner· had they set foot;. 

. * At the end of his speech to the grenadiers. the latter 
,.aid-:u Give UK aome brandy, and, we will ~ee .what is to 
be done." Tliis potent .meim of infusing courage, into the 

. republican troops, the good effects of which had been so 
ofte~ ,experienced, was administ!-lred in abundance, and 
proved much'more efficacious than the Corsican's eloquence. 
This fact is related, on the allthorJty of an officer o{ the 
Austrian staff, who received.it from a French officer wbp 
was present at the battle of Lodi, and was taken prisoner 
some time after. History of the Campaign 01'1796, p.370. 



on it than a dreadful qischarge of grape ~hot~ 
from the Austrian gunSy compelled t~em to fall 
back. Ag(!.in and again they fe.turned to th~ 

charge, fortified by }i(luor, and insensible to 
. danger~ but again and again were they mowed 
down by a tremendous fire, from the 8h0rt 
distance of a few paces. Any co.mmanJer, 
who had the smallest regard, for the, lin:s of 
his men, particularly when he· could have 
"~cured his object, with little or no. loss, by 
·different means, would have now abandoned this 
destructive _conflict .. But Buonapartehad no 
such regard ;~he considered his soldiers as 

.... mere automata, to move at his command ;...,...or 
rather as instruments, corporeally active indeed, 
but mentally passive, for the attainment of his 
obje.cts, whatever they might be; and whose 
lives were notwortpy the thought of Ii moment. 
lie supplied the enormous deficiency,. in the 

. assailing column, occasioned by the -des true· 
ti\"e- fire .of the enemy, with fre:;h !roop-s, and 
ordered another attack to be made. Six Gene
rals placed themselves at the head of their men, 
whom they inflamed by their language, and 
animated by their .example. ,Availing . them~ , 
selves of apro.pi~io\ls tnoment, when ,the thick 
smoke, from the Austrian guns, env:eloped the 
bridge, as it were in darkness, and effectually 
obscur~d them from the sight of theil" enemy, 
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.tliey rushed impetuously forwar.cls, re~hed! the 
opposite ex:tremity of the bridge~ before tbey 
were per<:eil'eu by the Austrians, av:u. Conse
quently,escaped· their fire. They then S(1ized 
the guns. while the remainder of th~ arllly passed 
over the bridge without opposition; and the 
Austrians, unable to. contend against such sup~ 
rior numbers, ahandonf'd their grountl, and 
began theil' retreat. Tiley were I>rotecte.d by 
the Neapolitan cavalry, who greatly distia
guished themselves ou ihis occasion. 

The 8uccess of this action· bY' no mea}}s 
jus'fified the. attempt i-nor is the smallest 
credit due to Buonaparte, either for his skill or 
his judgment, in directing and in arra~ging the 
plan of the attack.-He acted ia direct contra
diction to the general opinion of his officers; 
and took a Sel'fl'e responsibility upon himself. 
Nor was the 'weight of this at all .diminished, 
nor ought the etiects of it to have been at all 
averte(~ by the final accomplishment of. Jus 
plan. It is the duty of a commander 5,0 to 
execute his projects, as to e:'tpose his troops to 

. the least possiLle danger; and to incur the 
• re~t possible loss, And, if two, modes of 

attaining an object present theiilselves, by ~me 
of which five hundred men only are likely to be 
sacrificed, and' by the otJJel' of, which five 
thousand form the vrooablc amount of the lou 
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'to be sustained, the commander, 'who prefers. 
the latter to the former, is as much guilty of 
themurdcr of four thousand, five hundred illen 

. as if he signed the order for their excctltion. 
Now, it is certain that Buonapartemight 
have passed the Adda with as little loss as he 
incurred in the passage of the Po ;-there was 
no more necessity for his crossing the one I'iver 
at Lodi, than there was for his crossing the 
other at Valenza.-At Valenza, he found the 
Austrians prepared to receive him, and he 
wisely desisted from his purpose, and gained his 
point. at a' ,different place, . with little or no 
opposition; and, consequently, with little loss. 
At the bridge of Lodi, the Austrians wen! more 
advantageously posted; .and tbe passage could 
not be effecied without a certainty of immense 
loss. There was every motive for adopting a 
similar line of coneluct; and the same facility 
subsi,sted tor crossing the river at a different 
part. Yt:t, did he pursue a totally, different 

. course; and, utterly legal'liless of the dreadful 
sacrifice which he. was about to make, without 
t he smallest necessity to call tor, Of to justify, it, 
he obstinately persisted . in his' destructive pro
ject." He she~\led himsdf~ therefore, wot'flllly 

* An attempt has ~een made to justify bis conduct, ill. 

,Ibid imtance, by the ridiculcui pr~xt, that, " wuess be ~j:-
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deficient in the first qualities of an able COtn~ 
mander; and had nothing, indeed, to boast of, 
hut obstinacy and decision. The French officers 
ano troops certainly displayed, ,on this occasion, 
the most intrepid courage; but the praise so 
profusely bestowed on their commander, for his 
personal prowess, does not appear to ha,'e truth 
tor its basi~, It is not probable. that Duona;' 
parte should place himself at the heat! of the 
first column which 'attacked the bridge; he: 
would ill indeed have discharged. his duty as 
Cominancler in Chiet~ if he had exposed himself 
to unnecessary danger, in such a' situation. 
Nor is it more probable, that he was one of 
the six Generals who led ·the final· attack. 
There is reason to think that he d;d not pass the 

ceeded in effecting a passage over tlie bridge, hi$ failure would 
be construed into a defeat, and the reputation of the French 
arms would suffer in the opinion of the public:' The lame 
reason, if there were any validity in it, would have rendered it 
necessary for .him to force the pashage of the Po at 'Valen~ ; 
and the lame co~seqllences would have resulted :from his pru
dential forbearance on that occasion. But this is! a mere 
pretelt, eq~~\ly vain and absurd. Tho fact appears to have 
beeD, that, incensed at the vigilance· and .attivity of the Aus
trians, (who, by their judicious movements, at this period, seem 

to have been desirous of making amends for their past impru
dence, and met him at every point that was -defensible) h •. 
became irritated; and, impatient of restraint~ and obeying 
the natural impetuosity of his temper, he resolved, at aU 
hazards, to effect bis purpose with,)Ut further delay: 

Pp!i: 
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bridge till the Austrian guns had be~n secured; 
and he had not much opportunity afterward:s for 
the display of his courage. In his letter to the 
Directory, Buonaparte stated. the loss of the 
Austrians 'to amount to 2,500. men, of which 
1,000 were prisoners; while, with the most 
profligate contempt of truth, he reduced Iiis 
own t%ur hundred. Indeed, not the smal~est 
reliance can be placed on anyone of this man's 
reports; but never did he exhibit a mort: glar
ing proof of their falsehood, than at present.
By no one, but himself~ was. his loss, at the 
bridge of Lodi, ever estimated at less than 
tour thousand; aud it ha!!-even been carried, 
by S01ne, \vho had opportunity for personal 
observation, as high as, seven thousand.·
Indeed, from the very nature of the action~ 

in which a close-wedged «olumn of troo'ps waa 
long exposed to a most beavy. fire of artillery, 
postt'd' withil} a few paces of them; it was, 
impossible not to sustain an immense Ibs~ of 
men.- This loss, however. was soon supplied, 

. * A general officer, who had served in Italy, assured me, 
,that I the French lost seven thousand men, at the bridge of 

Lodi. This gentleman. who nuticed the personal prowess 
which Bl\onapart~ was said Lo have displayed on the occasion, 

laughed at the account; .and told me, that he had seen him 
{r~qut'lltly in action. and that no man ever exhibited lCiIi co~-
rage, or took gruter care gf' hia QWu penou. • 
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by reinforcements from Kel1ennan's anny, 
\\'ho, since the peace with Sardinia, had no. 
enemy to contend with in the Alps. 

The French entered Milan on the eleventh 
of l\Iay. it having been previously e\'acuated 
(the citadel excepted) by the Austr:ans;, an,!, 
on the following day, Buonaparte Dlade his 
triumphal entry into the capital of the Milanese. 
on which he conferred the blessings of French 
libelty, on th~ pllym~nt of the stipulated price. 
The same hlc~sing$ were bestowed on the Duke 
of Modena, on ~imilar conditions, accomp,anied 
by the sacrifice of twenty l'aluahle paintings! 
On his first entrance into Lombardy, Buona .. 
parte had issued a proclamation, in which he 
held out the following lure to the illhabitan~_
" Nations of Italy !-The French army is come 
to break your cbains,-the French are the frientl$ 
of the people ill e\-ery country ;-)'our religion, 
your property, your customs, shall be respected." 
At Milan, where he stayed some time, tQ gra
tify his "anity, and to cO'nsolidate his plaos 
of conquest, h~ issued a second proclamatiol), 
.Oll the twentieth of May, in which he again 
opser\"ecl:- H Respect for property and prr~ 

sonal security, and respect for th~ national reli
gion; these are the lIentiments of the govern
mc;nt of the French Republic, and' of the anny 
of ltaly.-The French, victorious, consider the 
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nations of Lombardy as their broth~rs." It has 
been already observed, that these blessings were 
too great to be conferred without an adequate' 
price; and, th~refore, in this very proc1anlation~ 
he imposed on the. Milanese a provisional con
tribution of eight hundred thousand pounds, 
and upwards; and successive exactions' were 
aftenvi4.rds k"ied 011 that' single state, to the 
amount, ill the whole, of near six millions 
1>terling.-Suchwas the .comment on lhlona
parte's text,-" Respect for property 1"- His 
~~ respect for the natiOllal religion," was malli. 
Jested in a similar way. The churches were 
-consigned to indiscriminate plunder. 'Ev-ery 
religious and charitable fund, every public 
treasure, was confiscated. The country' was 
rendered the scene of eve-ryspecies of rapine 
and disorder. The priests, the established form 
~f worship, all the objects of religious. reve
rerice, were openly insulted, and the modesty 
of th.e women violated, by the licentious hordes 
of ij,epllblican France. At Pavia, ill particular, 
the tomb of St. Augustine, which 'the inhabi .. 
tantswere: accustomed to vjew with peculiar 
~'enera:tion, was IJllitilated and' defaced. This 
last provocation havillg rOlls(.'d the resentment 

, ;. . j • .. 

of the . people, thcy flew to arms, surrounded 
. the French' garrison; and took them prisoners i 
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but carefully abstained from inflicting tl~e smal
lest violence on a single soldier. In revenge 
for this conuuct, Buonap~rte, then on his march 
to the 1.Iincio, suddenly returned, collect~d his 
troops, and carried the extremity of military 
execution over the country. ' One act of this 
ferocious Corsican, the page of history m~st 
transmit to future times, as alone sufficient to 
stamp his character with indelible infamy.-. 
At the village of Binasco, a French soldier 
clltered the cottage of a peasant, and offered 
violence to the person of his daughter, a girl 
t.f fourteen, in his presence. -:-:- The enraged" 
parent, yielding to a virtuou~ impulse of resent
ment, iustantly levelled the licentious miscreant 
to the earth. To punish this act, which every 
man of virtue, and of honour, must comme!1d, 
BuC?napartl: ordered the l'ilIage to be burned, 
.and its inhabitants, to the number of eight 
hundred, without distinction of sex or age,' 
to be pat to th~ sword.-And, to th.e disgrace . 
of France, be it told, his orde-r~ were s~rictly' 

. obeyed. He then marched to P~vja, took it by 
stdrm,consigned it to general pIUJ.1der,a~d 
publisheq a proclamation,' on the twenty-sixth 
of May, .ordering his troops to shoot all tho~e 
who lfad not laid. down their arms, and .taken 
an oath p.f ohedience; and to' burn' every. village. 
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in which ,the alarm-b,cU should be sounded, and 
to put jts inhabitants t? death." . 

With equal good faith Bllonapart~ o~en'ed 
his treaty with the Duke of ~fode~a. In con
sideration of half a Iniilion of money, .secured 
to him by that -treaty, the Corsican solenmly .. 
stipulated for ·the perfect ,neutrality of his 
Duchy.- Yet, S0011 after, he caused the 
Duke .to . be arrested, aDd extorted from him 
two hundred thousand se(~lllns.~.ue was thea 
allowed to sign another tl'eaty,c.alled a Com:en.
tioll d.e Surete, or Pact of Safety, which 'was 
only the pl'e\.ude to further exactions. 

General .Beaulieu's eHorts were now con .. , 
tined to tae sole object of cQvering the iIDpor-

* The language applied to these patriotic efforts of the 
Jtalians, to oppose the tyranny of tbair enemies', and to ril! 
their country of tbe most. sanguinary ruffians that ever dis .. 
graced the earth, is !Jl~st unwarrantable anI! reprehensible, 
They h3>ve been generally termed 111.SU'TT6Ctiofls, (See the Cam ... 
paigns of 1796, pro Bisset's Reign -Df-Qeorge the Third, 
Ottridge's Annual Register, and ·allthe ,French writers, without 
exception,) ,,·hich signify only seditio1JS risings, tlnd rel'elliuus 
t:ommotionl, lind necessarily' apply. to the illegal re.istance 
of reglllaraoo l~itjm{lteallthQrity ;whe~as tbe oppo~ition of 
the ltalians, to tbeFrenGh,w~s )the lawful and pr,9per resistanco 
.of" an enemy in~upport of .aut:hauloority j.--an act, in short. 
ofself-deCenc.e, .81)1! self-preservation, justi6ed alik~ by the 
Jawi of war, and the laws of nations. The use of sut:b loo~ 
lind ill;ippropriate expressiims .£8nnot be too strongly depre. 
#:.lj.ted •• 
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.tant fortress .of Mantua, and maintaining tM 
communication with Germany.' 'FOl" this 
purpose he took ~n advantageous position on 
the Mincio,whe-re he was attacked by the 
French on the' 30th .of May.-In imminent 
danger of' having his retreat cut off, he threw 
a garrisou'of Hl,OOO 'men into Mantua, and 
crossed the Adige wicil the remainder of his 
army; defeatecl a body ofI-'rench sent in pursuit 
.of him; traversed the states of Venice, and 
retired into the narrow passes of the Tyrol, 
with 14,000 men. being all that was left of 
his whole force. 

Buonaparte, now left without an army to 
oppose, extended his' conquests at pleasure. 
'The King of Naples, alarmed at the rapidity 
of his course, solicited and obtained a treaty 
of peace early in June; and the Pope, pur
chased a precarious neutrality, with a contri. 
bution of 900,000 pounds, 100 paintings, 200 

valuable manuscripts; the cession' ,of Ferrara, 
Bologna. the fort of ,Urbino, and the ,citadel 
,of Ancona; and the liberation of all his seditious 
and traitorous sul~ects. This last disgraceful 
stipu·lation bad heen imposed on· the King 'o~ 
Sardinia; and formed a regular article in the 
new ~iplomatic - code of republica.n France, 
who found' it her interest to COlnpel cle~ruled 
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Sovereigns thus to 'sanction the rebellion 0/ 
their own subjects. 

In violation of the rights of neutrality" 
and of the treaty which had been concluded 
between the French republic and' the, Grand 
Duke of Tuscany, in the preceding year, and 
in, breach of a positive 'p~omise given, only a 
few days before, the ,French army took forcible 
possession of, Leghorn, on the !l7th ofJ une, 
for the purpose of seizing the British property 
which was deposited there. 

Towards the eud of July, Marshal Wurm
ser took the command of the Austrian army 
in Italy, which was now Increased to47,OOO.men., 
This army he divided into three bodies, with 
the centre of which he advanced tg the l\1incio, 

,to attack the front of the French,army which 
was posted between ~fantua and Peschiera, 
having fonnally invested the, first of these 
1)laces. The right col';lmn, under Qcneral 
Quosdanovich forced, the 1>9st5 of ,SaIo and 
Brescia, took two thousand prisoners, including 
,three. Generals; and pushed forward on the 
road from, Brescia, to', Mantua, to take the , 
,French in the rear, and to support the, main 
littack by ,the centre column; which had been 
equally successful in carrying all the French 
positions on the Adige, where they took 1500 

prisoners and ten pieces of cannon. 
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nuonapart~, now in danger of being 
Imrroundc(J, precipitately raised the siege of 
Mantua, in the night of' the :3 I st of July, and 
left all his artillery and ammunition a prey to 
the garrison, who made a timely sally, and took 
6ix-hurulred of his rear-guard prisollcrs. , He 
now put in practice his fa.\'ourite plan of 
attacking, with his whole force, the separate 
columns of' the enemy;-a plan to which 
recourse had been 50 .often had, that It was a 
matter of lSurprise that the Austrian Generals 
should have neglected the necessary precautions 
for preventing its success. His fin;t attempt 
was directed against the forces under Quosda
novich, which were divided into several parts, 
at Lonado, MontechiaroJ Dezinzano, Brescia; 
and Salo. All these were successively attacked 
by the French, on the three first days of August. 
The'most obstinate and severe of all the action. 
was that which took place, on the third, before 
Dezinzano, where 4,000 'Austrians beat 10,000 
French, taking it General and some· hundreds 
of men prisoners.· The French, however, 
being reinforced with fresh troops, renewed the 
attack j and. the, Austrians, overpowered by. 
numbers, and worn out with fatigue,' occa
sioned by a continued march of four days and 

'I 
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58$ 

four nights, were nearly' all killed or taken. 
One half Of the corps under Quosdanovich 
suffered the same fate, while the rest with 
,difficulty escaped to the protecting mountains 
of the Tyrol. The French also lost a gredt 

,number of men, and several ot their generals. 
/ . 

The French commander now advanced 
with 28,000 men, against General Wurmser, 
who, with 18,000 Austrians had repassed the 
Mincio, and was' endeavouring to form a 
junction with Quosdanovich.· .on the third of 
,August, Buonaparte came uP. with his advanced 
guard, composed of 3,000 men, under General 
Liptay.-This he immediately attacked .--with 
his whole force; -but the Austri~n General 
defellded himself ,with equal skill and reso
lution, disputing every 'inch of ground, till 
'Vurnlser .arrived with the m=lin boJy. - Be. 
fore the army, who were fatigued by a long 
march, made during extreme heat, could be 
formed. they were furiously.assailed by the 
French. who had every superiority which· 
number", ~nd the advantage of groun~l. could 
afford. The Austrian~. llOwever,.· posted 
twelve pieces of cannon so judiciously on an 
:t'minence whjch .supported .their left, as to 

enable them, to maintjlin themselves under 
~very disadvantage. . 

The loss of the Austrians. ()n this day, 



amounted to about 2,600 men, though Buona-
parte chose to represent it to the Directory ai 

amounting to 7000.--The loss of the French 
was at least as great .. 

Tho two armies passed the night within 
musquet shot of each. other; bot they were S9 

overcome witll fatigue, that neither. of the.m 
made the least movement ou the following 
day;-the Austrians still preserving the same: 
disadvantageous position which they bad OCC~l
pied on tbe third. Here they were attacked, 
on the morning of the fifth, and borne down 
by the weight of numbers. The whole of them 
must inevitably have been destroyed or taken, 
if the English Colonel Graham had not for
tunately succeeded in persuading 'Vurmser to 
order a retrt-at, after all the solicitations of hi; 
own otlicers had proved fruitless. It had been 
delayed so long that it could not be effected 
without considerable loss. Three thousand 
men were killed, wounded, and taken; and 
thirty pieces of cannon fdl into the ha\,lds of' 
the French. Defore. W urmser reached the 
Tyrol, he had lost at Jeast oue half of his 
army;-he had, however, succeeded in strength •. 
ening the garrisoll of Mantua, anti in throwing 
in cunsiderable supplir:s of' provision» aU9-
amm uui tion . 

• Campaign of 1796, p. 26~. 



Bu()napart~ made the whole loss of tile' 

Austrians amount, in this short"expedition, to 
seventy pieces of cannon, a still greater num
ber of ammunition waggons, 6000 men, kined 
or wounded, and 15,000 prisoners. His 
statement, however, was not so exaggerated as, 
his accounts generally were, though still suffi
ciently_ remote from the ,truth,-"According to 
the official report of General . ,V urmser, to the 
Aulic Council of 'Var, "the Austrians lost 
17,000 men, including' 391 officers.-The loss 
of the French amoun ted to 10,000, of whom 
4000 were made prisoners." 

*" Ibid p. 273.-Buonaparte had two very narrow escapes 
from falling into the hands of the Austrians.-Some croats 
had been placed in ambuscade, 011 t.he 31st of July. on the 
~oad from Brescia to Peschiera, ~'ith orders not to fire, and 
to stop none but officers of rank. In the evening Buooaparte. 

and his fidlu Achates, Berthier, with tlleir staff. passfd along 
the road, preceded by three Hussars, The croats, forgetting 
their orders, sprang upon the road. aDd fired at the Hussan. 
They killed two of the~. but the third escaped and apprized 

, his Generals of their danger; who,. unfortunately, escaped all 
the shots that were fired at t11t~m. ,and fled with too great speed 
to be overtaken.-Never, surely, was disobedience of orders 
productive of more important eff.ects ;-for had these two

Generalsbeen either killed or taken, it is mqre than probable, 
that the lace of affairs in Europe would ha\'e undergone a 

- complete cbange ;-aod many of the calamitieil which it bai 
,illce experienced have been prevented. On another occasion •. 
the Austrian Hussars at Goito mi.iSed Buonaparte, by two-
minutes only. 

o • 



591 

Having thus overthrown all opposition in 
Italy, the French commander applied himself 
to ,the execution of the grand plan of the 
Directory, for forming a junction with their 
armies in Germany, in order to overwhelm 
Austria' with their united force. . Buonaparte, 
theret()re, follo\\'ed the remains of Wurmscr·s 

, . ' 

army, and, on the 4th of September, attacke(l 
and forced the Austrian line; . and there'by 
became master the of city, and of the principal 
part of the Duchy, of Trent. \Vurmser, 
aware of th~ object of the French, resolved to 

The total contempt of truth which marked the public 
ai.patches of Buonaparte was not confined merely to exagge~ 
rated statements, but extended even to the fabrication of events 
which never occurred. Of this a memorable proof was exhi
bited at the ·pre.ent period. In one' of his dispatches to the 
Directory, he informed them, that, being at Lonado with 
1200 men, at the moment when the town was surrounded by 

4,000 Austrians, he ordered them to lay down their arms! ! 
Though there wu not a syllable of truth, in this story, thougb 
it was known, to both armies, to be a scandalous fabricatioll 
of hill own, yet has it been adopted by historical writers in 
England, who seem to have combined with those of France 
for the purpose of poisoning the very Bource of history, bl 
founding their narratives of pretended facts on such false UOCll

menls, and polhit~d authorities.' The whole Ilccount of thi~ 
campaign, in the Annual Register for1796, which has been 
hastily, and without examination, adopted by Dr,Bisset, in 
-bis history I)f the pre6en.t r,ign, hal been taken from Fnmch, 

·,reports. 



make an- effort, at least, to defeat it, by advan
cing, with a part of hi~ forces, along the 
Brenta, and so turn the right flank. of the 
French, by which means he hoped to prevent 
them from penetrating into the Tyrol, and to 
keep them .in ltaly~ This plun produced the 
desired effect ;-. Buonaparte marched in pur
Juit of WUflllser, overtook his rear-guard, on 
tne 7th of September, at Primolano, on the 
Brenta, which he defeated, and put to the 
rout.-Wurmser, however, continued his march, 
out - ma~reuvred the Freud), eluded every 
attempt to intercept, and to surround, him, 
beat one of the di\7isions sent against him, at 
Cerea, on the 11 th, took SOO prisoners, and 
succeeded in reaching the walls of Mantua, 
with 10,000 men. The Prench attacked him, 
on the 1 Sth, but he again defeated them, 
killed a great number, and took 1,500 priso
ners, with ten pieces of ·cannon. Buonaparte 
then drew his troops round Mantua, aDd all 
active hostilities ceased for several weeks. 

The Cabinet of Vienn~ resolved to make 
anothet effort to ratge the blockade of Mantua, 
and to rescue Lombardy from. the oppres~ive 
dominion of the French, collected a corps of 
30,000 men, und'<!l" General Alvinzy, which 
was put in motion, on the last d,ay of October, 
and directed its course towards Bassano,. 011 
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the Brenta; while General Davidovich, with 
another corps of 20,000, moved along the Adige 
from Botzen, and bore. upon the town of Trent. 

At this time the French had 15;000 men 
on the banks of the Brenta, 10,000 stationed 
to defend the approach to Trent; 25,000 em
ployed in the blockade, and 10,000 distributcc.l 
in the different garrisons; making a total .of 
. . . i 
60,000 men, of whom only 50,000 could be 
brought into the field; while the Austrians had 
an equal force, independent of the garrison of 
Mantua, which consisted of 20,000 men. Thu!) 
it appears, that the Austrian Generals had now 

. a fair opportunity of repairing their past dis
grace; and of still turning the fortune of the 
present campaign. 

Alvinzy forced t1)e passage of the Brenta, 
on the 3d of November, and posted himself, 
with 12,000 men, at BaSSa}10 ;-he statioiied the 
same number; under Provera, at Fonteniva; 
and so placed the remainder .of his troops, a3, 

. at once, to cover his left, and to preserve his 
communication with Davidovich. 011 the 5th, 
Buonaparte left Vicenza, assembled all his 
diviiiions in the vicinity, and made a furious 
attack· on Provera, on the morning of the 
6th. This action' was maintained' with great· 
resolution on both sides, and ",vas extremely 
destructive. The loss\was equal; amot,l.nting to 
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4,000 !lien; but the French ultimately sllccee4ing 
'in driving the Austrians ,beyond the Brenta7 

and in breaking down tbe bridge atFonteniva~ 
General'Da"idol'ich~ during thistinle, had_ 
g~ined some ad \-:a11 tages over the Frenc11, in the 
duchy of'Trent, killing two or three thousand 

- of them~ mal 'taking as manyprisonel's.
Alvinzycontinued to advance, and, after'various 
skirniishes, brought the French .to action, on 
the l!!th of , No,' ember, defeated them, and· 
compelled them. to falL back on. Verona. - He. 
then moved neal:cl'to Davidovich, ·and had 
these two Generals maintained a' right undff
standing\vith . e. ~h 'other, 'and united theil' 
dforts to f01111 a junction of their respective 
force's~ Bllonapartc ll~ust inevitably have lost 
all the fruits of the' campaign, -an-d. pliobably~ 

I _ 

b'ave been driven out of Italy. But it :seemfd 
as'if the Austrian ofiicerswere intent only on 
defeating' the plans which - they, were employed 
to accomplish, and actedasi jf the success- of 
the enemy was the object of their wishes.-On 
the 13th, in the night, Buonaparte marchedJ 

with a: stl:ong: body 'Of troops, along th~ 
Aclige, with a .view to surprize the· rear-guard 
of the Austrians, and to carry off their artillery 
and baggage .. But he found his march impeded 
by a' body of Austrians, who were strongly 
entrenched at the "'ilbge ,of Arcole, ·.which 



was surrounded with .!1lorasses and c~nals. The 
troops, employed to Qefend this p()st, resisted, 
during the whole day, the ,repeat~d attempts 
of the French to reduce it. In vain did ,Buona
p-arte scek to renew, at Arcole, the scene which he 
h~d exhib~tedat Locii.' In ~ain did he remi~d 
his troops of ~he 'glory which they had ther.e 
acquired. In vain; e\'en, did he lea~ them seve
ral times against the, bridge of Arcole; the 
Austrians remained finn at their post; and 
destroyed great numbers of the ass~ilants by,a. 
drcaclful fire of ,grape and musket shot, kept 
up without interruption.-After _ five, Generals 
had been killed' and wounded in this mad 
attempt, and all, hopes of taking the pla~e by' 
storm had been abandoned, a _ division of ~!i 
army crossed the Adige at a different point" and, 
ha\'ing made an extensive circuit. came 011' the 
village ,of Arct)Ie in the night, and ~~<?k it with 
little opposition. 

Alvinzy,. instead of persisting in his pl~n 
of forming ajullction with Davidovich, impru--, 
(lently directed his course t6' the Lower Adige, 
and thus increased the distance between them. 
On the 15th and 16th two d~structive actions" 
were fought, at Arcole, between the contending 
armies, w hichended in the retreat of tIle .A~s
trians to Bonifacio. ' l\Iany thousands 'f~ll on 
both sides; ,and -nuonapartc acknowl~d~ed)· 

Qq2 
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th,tt','in the three actions ~t Arcolc, no lesS" than 
fifteen of his, Generals were killed or wounded. 
Davido\rich, meanwhile, gained repeated advari
tages over the enemy, on the. Upper Adige~ 
He drove theln from post to post; as far as 
Pesclliera, and acl\'ancGd himself to Castel
nuovo. By this movement,Davidovich was 

'placed in the rear of Buonaparte, and of the 
n;oops which blockaded Mantua, of which 
city he was within a few leagues; and had 
nothing to prevent his approach to it. Buona
parte, alarmed at the progress of the Au's.. 
trian-General, left the Lower Adige, collected. 
a large force, and hastened, to attack David
O\'ich. U nuble effectually to- oppose a force 
so superior, Da"idovich _retreated; but not:" 
without some fighting,. and loss on both 
sides. Bad he and Alvinzy performed their 
'duty, by approaching nearer to each other. 
which they could easily have done, they 

\ 

'would ha\-e been sufficiently. stFOng to drive 
the French before them, and to effect tilt' 

'relief of Mantua. But they seemed rather 
'anxiolls to avoid, than solicitous to promote, 

• !he jUllction' o£ their forces; and, although. 
they had suffered much less than the French, 
ailJ werestill Sllpl'\'ior to them in strength, they 

;~eniiliI1ed pei,tt-ctly inactive during the remai,u
'de." 'Qt" th:lt ,Year •. 011 the fOlUth of January. 
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1797, ]loWf\'er, Atvinzy was rous . fro!l~h'l 
state of torpor, by the arrh'al of d nefijGN 1 
ham, at his quarters, from Mantua; fro ~ 

he received an exact account of the state of 
the garrison, whose provisions would be totally 
exlJJ.usted by. the end of that month. The 
Austrians had now .s0,000 men; 25,000 of whom 
were with Alvinzy. in the Tyrol; 10,000 were 
before Padua, with Provera; and the same 
number at Dassano. The French army, at this 
period, with all its reinforcements, did no~ 
exceed 40,000 men. 

It was, at length, resolved to Te1iev~ Man 
tua, and Provera moved forward, on. the 7th of 
January; and, driving the Fren~h before him" 
reached the banks of the Adige. On the 
11 tIl, Alvinzy· advan.ced to Montebaldo, and~ 

on the two following llays, forced the posi
tions of the French, at Corona, who fell 
back on Rivoli, their stropgest post on the 
Upper Adige. The plans of the Austrians, 
hitherto, had been well concerted, and ablf 
combined. Buonaparte, decehTed by theil·. 
movements, was at a loss to which quarter to 
direct his principal force. But lle was indebted 
to his spies, or rather to. the treachery of Aus
trian officers, for that knowledge without 
which he could not possibly have def~ted the 
projects of his opponents. Alvinzy had fixed 



the mciini~g of th~ 15th f~t a' gerieral attack 
on Rivoli ~ and every measure. ';vhtchcmild' 
tend to secure success,'. had been carefully , 

. adopted~ But Buonaparte, appri,zed~' of. his 
interitions, was enabled to defeat thei?l., lie 
sent reinforcements, in the hight, to the 
threat~ned point; and, eatly in the IDOl'ning, 
unexpectedly attacked, and recoyered~ the post 
of St. l\Iarco, which commanded the valley of 
. the, Adige. A most despeni.te conflid, how
ever, ensued ; and, though Buonaparte received 
reinforcements in the course of' the day, he was 
on the point of sustaining a. signal defeat, when 
the unacco'untabIe neglect, arid miscom;Iuct, of 
the Austfi~n commanders, deprived them of all 
the ad,;antage which th~y had secured in the 
early part of the. contest. 

Provera, on his side, had continued his 
victorious progress to the gates of Mantua, and, 
on the 15th, reached the suburb of St. George, 
which was one of the strongest positions of 
the blockading army, with about 5000, men; 
and had concerted a plan, ,vith Wurmser, for 
a joint attack on the French; on the morning 
'of thelPth. During the night of tile 15th, 
ho\vever, Buonapartcr arid l\Iassena arrived. 
with afresh body of hoo'ps, and j'ciuforced the' 
threatened posts. By this junction the French 
iforceamounted to 17,000 effective men. E,-ery 
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nttempt, therefore, of Wurmser and Provera, to 
carry their entrenchments, proved fruitless; 
and, after a desperate l"esistallce, Provera, 
attacked ip front and in rear, was reduced W 
the' necessity of capitulating with. his whol~ 
corps; and a11 thoUgl1ts of relieving 'Mantua. 
'rt're abandoned.-That place was surrelldere4 
to the French, by capitulation, on the secon4 
()f February,' 1797. . 

Notwithstaneling the many aqd serious 
faults committed by the Austrian generals, 
during this e\"entf~l and disastrous campaign, 
~nd even that' grand error' which pervaded al~ 
thdr operations, the division of'their force intq 
separate bodies, it is most certajI). that its issue 
wOllld have been very different, if Buonapa~te 
had not obtained, by treache~'y, e~act informaT 
tion of <).11 their movements. By means of this 
he was consta~tly enabled to qirect a superior 
force against the enemy's weak points; aIld to 
provide those positions of his own. which' i,t 
was intended to, attack with, additional means 
()f resistance. Hence, too, it was that he' 
arrived both at Rivoli, and at Mantua, at, the 
very moment when, but tor the reinforcements; 
which acl;ompaJ;lied hiru, his troops must ha\'(~ 
been <Jefeated, and the Austrians must have 
gail~ed their· point. The combination" of cir
cumstances whichw~re necessary to ensure his 
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triumph, amidst so many surro~nding difficul
ties, could not be the effect of either accident or 
skill. They could only result fi'om . the trea
chery of Austrian officers, ~:ho were bribed to 
betray their country and their Prince. Int1eed, 
Buonaparte was frequently heard to declare, 
that the Austrian army cost him more money 
than his own. The reductiol1-' of Mantua left 
the French nothing to oppose in Italy. They 
overran, indeed, the Papal Territory; but after 
collecting as n\uch plunder as they could, and 
exacting their own conditions from the Pope, 
they concluded a peace with his Holiness, who 
ceded to t]iem .j\.vignon, the Com tat VeHaissin, 
the Duchies of Ferrara and Bologna, and the 
legation of Romagna; and .consented to 'pay 
thenl .a contribution of one million and a half 
sterling, including about two hundred thousand 
pounds, which had been advanced, after' the 
armistice concluded in the preceding summer.'
The usual stipulation', for statues, pictures, and 
manuscripts, was not omitted in this treaty; 
-and the civilized French, of the present day, 
appeared not less -anxious to despoil Rome of 

* This armistice had been afterwards broken, in conse
quence of the ref mal of the Pope to comply with the dem:}nds 
of the Directory, who had attempted to impose certain term, 
whidl his Holiness considered as an attack on his spiritulIl 
~uthority. 
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her treasures, than the barbarous Goths of Il 
former age. 

In the brief sketch which" has been gi\"en 
of the important operations of this campaign, 
frequent allusion has been made to the gross un
faithfulness of Duonupartt"s reports to the Direc
tory. In order to give the final stamp. to hi'i 
character for falsehood, and to prevent his 
accounts from becoming the basis Qf historical 
narrath'es, it will 110t be amiss to exhibit, in 
one point of view, the result of all bis accounts 
of the losses sustained by the Aw~trians, and to 
compare it with an authent~c statement, of the 
Austrian force. . From these acc~unts it will 
be found,. that the amount -of killed and wound
ed, in the Austrian army, was near 50,000; and 
that of th~ prisoners, upwards of 100,000,; 
making a gross aggregate of 150,000 men, lost 
by the Austrians between the period" at which 
the campaign opened, and the surrender of 
Mal tao Now it appears, from' an accu rate 
statement, that the whole number of troops, 
sent into Italy, by Austria, from the month of 
March, 1796, tothe first of January. 1797, did 
not exceed 105,000 men ;-namely,-the amlY 
with Beaulieu, at the opening of the campaign, 
SO,OOO; - troops brought by W urmser, from 
Germany, 30,000; ~ reinforcements sent, ~o 
D'Alvinzy, in September" October, and Novem-



ber, 25,OOO,;...;,...troop~ detached 'fi'om~ the corps: 
of Frolich, and the armed Tyrolese. ,11,000.;

fresh reinforcements sent to, D.'4Ivinzy, in 
December and January, 9,000. Of tl~is. num
ller, at least 10.,0.00. died in the hospitals; and; 
after. all the defeats which the Austr~a,n Generals 
had su~;:;tined, D~Alvinzy had 30,00.0. lI)en left 
with hil)ll, either in the Tyrol, or on the Brelita.
Hence it will appear, tbat the whole, ~uIPber 
which could possibly be taken or destroyed, 
by the Frenc·h, was 65,00.0.; -a nUJnber suf
.ficieutly great, but still far short of that which 
the positi\Oe accounts of Buonaparte had stated 
it to be ;-thediffel'ence betwee~ his assertions 
and the truth being no less than 85,000. men. 
l'h8 positive loss of the Austrians, during this. 
~cstl'uctive campaign, including those who died 
iu the hospitals, was 75,000; that of the French 0 

amounted to 60.,0.0.0.. for Buon;1parte had only 
(ja,QOO left with him, at theen.d of January, 
1797, whereas the army of the Lower Alps, 
lmder his immediate command, before the open
ing of the campaign, ,amounted to SO,aao;
'the troops drawn from Spain, and which joined 
ll~m in March, April, and .l\I~y,. to S5,Oqo;
;Kellerman's army, which, joined him after the 
peace with. Sardi~ia, .to 25,000 ;-,~u~equent . 

. ninforcelnents from Fl'~u:e, at diftere~t periods, 
.to lS,oOa;- and the Italian troops, .~ th~ 
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French sen-ice, to 12,000 j- making, in the 
whole, 120,000 men j whence it follows, that 
he lost one-half of his army in J 796; and but. 
fifteenthollsand men less than the Austrians, 
"ho, it should be remembered, lost 18,000 at 
Mantua alone, the garrison amounting to that 
nwnber, at the time of its surrender. n 

The principal cause of the defeat of the 
Austrians, and the victOl'ies of the French, has 
been assigned j hut it is by no means intended 
to deny, that the troo;:>s of the latter, on many 
occasions, displayed the most intrepid courage; 
or that their commanders manifestc(l both skill 
and talents. Berthier, indeed, who held th~ 

.I·ank of CoIOlle1 in the French army, before the 
revolution, and who was at the head of t1le 
'Staff in Italy, 'contributed greatly, by llis 
knowledge and abilities, to the success of the 
French.-lIe wasscarcely ever abse~t from Buo ... 
naparte, who was chiefly indebted to him for 
·the various plans, and arrangements, which 
were made, after the private information which 
Austrian treachery had communicated, and 
whIch ul.timate1y secured the triumph of his 
arms. On the other hand, it should b.e ob.
served,. that the Austrian Generals acted und~r 
the most precise and peremptory directions 
from the Aulic council of war, who, sitting at 
Vjenna, chalked out the whole plan of the 
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call1paig~, and left to the. commanders neither 
power nor discretion; but tied them down to 
a certain line of conduct, from which they 
were not at liberty to depart, whatever con
sequences' might ensue, and whatever circum
stances might arise . ..,-A system so radically 
vicious,~~o hostile to all prudential regulations, 
and so t:epugnant to right reason, could scarcely 
fail to render the best efforts of skill, talents~ 
and knowledge, in 'the commanders, fruitless 
and abortive ;-and, when combined with trea
chery in the officers, and jealousy and miscon
duct in the generals, might naturally lead to. 
rlisasters ewn more serious than those which 
the Austrian arms sustaine~ in Italy.· 

, . 
* The facts on which this sketch of the military orera-

tions in Germany and Italy is founded, have been taken prin
cipally fi'om •• T~e History of the Campaign of 1796;"
a work written by a foreign officer, of great respectability. 
who had many opportunities for personal obsen~tion; and who 
derived his information from thenlost pure and autllentic 
sources. My knowledge of his character, and of the resources 
which were opened to him, as well as of the caution exercised 
ill his examination of documents, and selection of facts,. and 
of !lis strict regard to truth.justify the confidence whiCh I have 
,Teposed in his statemeDt~~ though it has not prevented me from 
consulting other authorities. 
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.. Tbat an address be presented to his Majesty, most humbfy 
to offer to bisroyal consideration, that judgment which histaithfuJ 
Commons have formed, and .DOW deem it their duty to declare~ 
concerning the conduct of his mini. tees ill the commencement 
and during the progress, of the preiCnt unfortunat~ war. As 
long ao it was possible for us to doubt from wh."lt sOlirce the 
!lational distresses had arisen, we have, in times of difficulty 
and peril, thought oursell'es bOllnd to strengthen his Majesty's 
gO\'ernment for the protection of his subjects, by our confidence 
,.LId fiupp6rt. But our dutics, as hi' !l;Iajesty's councellors, aDd 
as the represeutotives of his people, will no longer permit us 
to dissemble our deliberate and determined opinion. that the dis
Ircs~, ditliculty, and peril, to which this country is now sub
jected, have arisen from the misconduct of the King's ministers. 
and are likely to subsist and increase, a"s long as the same prin
ciples which bave hitherto snided these ministers, shall con
tinue to prevail in the councils of Great Britain • 

., It is painful {<Jr us to remind his Majcsty of the situation 
"f his dominions lit the beginning of the war, and of the high 
dcgree of prosperity to which the skill and industry of his Sub
jects had. nnder the saf~guard of a free constitution, raisel! 
the British empire, tiince it can ouly fill his mind with the me
lancholy recollection oT prosperity abused, and of opportuni
ties of secnringpermanent advantlges wantonly rejectt'd; Nor 
_haJJ we pre;ume to wound his l\hjt'sty's benevolence by 
dwelling 011 the fortunate circumstancci which might hare 
arisen from the mediation of Great Britain between the power:i. 
then at war, which might have ellsnred the permanence of our 
prosperity, while it presen'cd all Europe from the cahmiticii 
"'hich it bas since endured. A mediation which this kingdom 
was so well titted tu carryon with vigour and dignity, by iI~ 
power, itl character, and the nature of its governmeut, hap
pily removed at an equal di~tance from the contending; extreml"Ji 
of liccntiousneiS and tyranny. ' 

II From this llelltfa1 aud imJY.lrtial systel''! of policy h~ 
l\Iaje~ty'll ministers Wl:h~ induced to depart by certain measnr~ 
(If II,,, t'rench governmenr, of which· they complained ai 
jnjurious and ho.tile to this country. With what justice lhost! 

, complaints were made, we are not now called upon to determine. 
5ince it cannot be pretended, that the measures of Franca were 
of liuch a uatqre as to preclude the possibility of adju,;tment by 
Ilegotiatioa; and is impossihl.: to deny., that the power which 

> 5huf§ up the chRnnel of accommodation, must be thl! real ~gres
jor ill war.~ To reject negotiatioo is to determine on ho;tihtiei i 
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and, whatever may have been tbe nature .of the points in 
question, between us and France. we cannot but pronounce the 
refusal of such an 3nthorised communication with that country 
as might hm'e amicably terminated the dispute, to he the tme 
and immediate cause of the rupture which followed. 

It Nor can we forbear to remark, . that tbe pretences WIder 
, whicb. his Majesty's ministers then haughtily. refused such au
thorised .communication, have heen sufficiently exposed by 
their own conduct, in since submitting to a ~imiliar jnter~oursa 
with the same government • 

.. The misgl1ided policy which thus rendered the war ine
vitable, appears to have actuated ministers in theirdeterrnination 
to COl\linlle it at all hazards. At the same time, we cannot but 
observe, that the obstinacy with which they have adhered to 
their desperate sy.stem is not more remarkable than their versa- , 
tility in the pretext upon which they have justified it. At one 
period tbe strength, at aoother the week ness, of tbe· enemy, 
have been urged as motives for continuing the war; thesuc
cesses, as well as the defeats of the allies have contributed 
only to prolong the contest; and hope and despair have equally 
served to involl'e us still deeper ill the horrors of war, and to 
entail upon us an endless train of calamities.· After the original 
professed objects had been obtained by tbe expulsion of the 
French armies from the territories of Holland, and the Austrian 

,Netherlands, we find his Majesty's ministers, influenced either 
by arrogance, or infatuated by ambition, and vain hope of con
quests, whicb, if realized, could never compensate to the 
nation for. the blood and treasure by which tbey must be ob
tained, rejecting, unheard, the overtures made by the execn
tin) council of France, at a period when the circumstances 
were so eminently £1,":ourable to. his Majesty, and his allies, 
that there is every reason to suppose, tbat a negotiation, com
menced at such ajllnclure, mu,;t have termi1l3ted in an honour
able and advantageous peace: to the prospects arising from 
lIuch an,opportunity they preferred a blind, and 9bstina[~, per
severaI)Ce in a war, which could scarce have any rcmainingobject 
but the l1njnstuiiiole purpose of imposing upon France a govern
ment disapproved of by the inhabitanu oftliat country.. And 
such WIIS theinfatuation of thebe ministers, that, far from being' 
able to frame a wise alld comprehensive system of policy, they 
even rejected th~ few udvautages that belonged to their own 
unfortunate scheme. The gentlral t:xi.tence of a design tointer
pose in the internal govcrnmeut of France was too manifest not 
to rOllse inlo active hoslility tbe nationul zeal of that people: 
but their particilhlr project~ were too >equivocal to attract th& 
confiJence, or procure the co-operation, of those Frenchmell 
who were disaftectedto the government of their country. The 
nature of these plana was too clear not to provoke formidabl~ 
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'f'nemies, but their extent was too ambiguous to conciliate llse
ful friends. 

U 'Ve b&g leave farther to represent to yout Majesty, that, 
:It subsequent periods, your miuisters have suffered the most 
t:'yourable opportunitie, to escape, of obtair" ':an : honourable 
and advantageous pacification. They did ~ IiI' themseh'es, 
IIi it was their duty to have done, of the , 'D strellgth of 
ILe general confederacy which had been {on. ~ J!iainst'France, 
(or the purpose of giving effect to overtures for negotiation. 

'They saw the 9t'ce5~ion of several powerful state!' from that 
(:ontederacy, they sutTerI'd it to dissolve without an cftbrt for 
the attainment of general paciricatioD. They loaded their 
(:oul1try, with the odium of having engnged it in a combination 
charged with the most questionable and unj ustifiable views, with
()utavailin" themselves of thatcorubination for procuring farour_ 
IIble conditfowl of peace. That, from thistiltal neglect, the progress 
of b03tilities has only sen-ed to establi.h the evils which might 
certainly huve been avoided! by negotiation,' but which are now 
confirmed by the event of the war. We have felt that the un
justifiable and iml,racticable efforts to establish royalty inFrance, 
by force, have ouly proved fatal' to ill; unfortunate' anpporters, 

'\\ie have seen, with regret, theliubjugation of HollatJd, and the 
f1ggrandizement of the French republic; and we have to lament 
the alteration in the state of Europe, nol only from the successei 
of the French, but from the formidable acquisitioDi of some of 
the allied powers on the side of Poland" acquisitions alarming 
from their magnitude, but still more so from 'the manner in 
which they have been'made, thus fatally learning, that tbe war 
l,as tended alone to establisb the very evils for theprevenlion of 
whicb it was avowedly undertaken. , 

" That we now therefore approach his l\fajesty tG assure 
him, that bis faithful Commons heard, with the sincerest satis
faction, his Majetity'B ruost gracious Message, of .the 8th of 
Decemm:r, wherein his majesty acquail,lts them; ,that the crisis 
whkh wail depending, ilt the commencement of the present 
II'nion, bad Jed to such an oruer of things, as would induce his 
Majesty to meet any disposition to negotiation 'Oil the part of 
the enemy,with an eamestdesire to gh'e itthefullest and speedi
est eliect, a,.,d to conclude a general treaty of peace, whellever 
it could be effectl.-d onjust and equitable terms, for himself and 
~~~ -

" That from this gracions ~ommunication, they'werl'! Jed 
to bope fQJ' a 'peedy determination to this most' disastrous con
test, but that, with surprise and sorrow, tbey have now reason to 
apprehend, that three months were suifered to elapse before any 
,tepa were taken tQwards a negotiJtion. or any o\'ertures mad. 
by his Majesty's servants. 

, .. WitA equal surprise and concern they have {}bserved. ' 
when a {air and open conduct was so peculiarlyincllmbent, 011 -

his Majesty's mini$ters, considering the prejudices and sus
picion. w~ their previouli conduct must haye ucited in th. 
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minds of the French; that, ;n;tead of \dopting the open and 
manly malll'ler which became the wisdom, the character, and 
the dignity of the llri\,ish nation, they adopted a fuode calculated 
rather to excite suspicion, than to inspire conp~ence in the 
enemy. Every expressiOll'which might be construed into an 
acknowledgment of the French republic, or el(en ao allusion 
to its forms, were studiously avoided j and the minister, through 
whom this overture' was made, was, in a most unprecedented 
manner, 'instructed to declare, that be had no autbority to enter 
into any negotiation or discussion, relative to the objects of the 
propo;ed treaty. : . 

. " That it is with pain we reflect that the alacrity of his 
Majesty's ministers,' in apparently breaking off this incipient 
negotiation, as well as the strange and Ultusual manner in which 
it was announced to tbe ministers of the various powers of Eu
rope, affords a very 'unfavourahle comment on their reluctance 
in entering upon it, and is' calculated to make the most injuri
ous impression respecting their sincerity on the people of France. 

'On a review of many instances of gross and flagrant misconduct, 
proceeding from thtl same pernicious principles, and direct~ 
with incorrigible obstinacy to the same mischievous ends, we 
deem ourselves bound in duty to his Majesty, and to our consti
tuents, to d~c1al'e, that we see .fIQ rational hope of redeeming 
the affairs of the kingdom. but by the adoption of a system radi
~ally and fundamentally differl!nt from that which has produced 
our present calamities. Until his Majesiy"s ministers shall, 
from a real conviction of past errors, appear inclined to regulate 
their conuuct ,upon sllch a system, we can neither give .a.ny 
credit to the sincerity of their professions of a wish for peace, 
Dor repose any confidence it] their capacity for conducting a 
pegotialio.O- to a prosperolls issue. Odious as they are to an 
enelll)', who must still belic:ve.them strictly to cherish those un
principled and chimerical projects which they have betlll com
pelled in public to disavow, contemptibll!.in the 'eyes of all Eu
rope from the display of insincerity hnd incapacity which. has 
marked their conduct, OUT only hopes rest on his Majesty's royal 
wisdom, and unquestioned aftection for his people, that he will 
be graciously pleased to adopt maxims of policy more suited 
to the circumstances of th~ times than those by which his mi~., 
nistl!rs appeared to h:\ve been governed, and to direct his servants 
to take measures, which, by differing essentially, as well in 
their tendency as ill the principle upon which they are founded. 
from those which have hitherto marked theirconduct, may give this 
country some reasonable hope, at no very distant period, of the 
t:stabli.hment of peace suitable to the ihterests of Great Bri-

. taiLl, and likely to presen'e the'tranquillity of Eurol)e." 

G. SIDNEY, Printer, 
Northllmberland-litreet, Stun" 



·ERRATATO VOL. IV • 

.,age 55, •• t" for 1791, rtad 1794. 
!JG. line I. dele" to." • • 
_. _ 19. for" ,upplied.* read applied. 
63. - 4, for " Shelbane." read Shelburne. 

__ "95. - 5, for" Maub •• ge." read Maubeuge. 
__ 104 _ 22. for" such declaration." read much dec1amatioa 
~ lOS', _ 10, Cor" regected,U read rejected. 
__ lID. _ 19, "",, t·or "severity," read security • 
.....,.-111. - 11. for" EUlgish." read English. -
-- 155, - 27, for" Common .... read Lords. 
-- 157, _ 22, insert" of Commons," after House. 
-- 201, - 5, for" daring." read damning. 
-- 2OIl, - 21, for" coundl." read counsel. 
-- 'If)7 _ 1, for II were," read was. 
-- 219. - 4 and 7, for" who," read which. 
-- 242, - 4, for" etate,"· read states. 
-- 244. - 18, for" begun," read began., 
-- 246. - 19, for" rul5[uned," read mistitaed. 
-- 255 - 4, for" of," read for. 
-- - not" for 1785,-read 1795.-
- 290, line 7, after .. France," insert had been given: 
-- 292, - 25, for" on," read in. 
-- 500. last line but one, for "on," read in. • • 
-- SOl. note. line s, fr.om the bottom, for "as the peopl 
. increase.'" read as the burdens of the peop~ increase. 
-- 50S, - II. for .. entrusted," read contracted. 
- S49, - "I, dele" mere." 
-- 362, - 10, for" successfully," read,ucce5sively. 
- 466, - 14, for " more,.. read rna-e. 
-- 479, - 1, for Brauton," !'ead Bracton. 
-- 492. note, for ., loo.ing," read losing. -
-- 495, line 13. before" which," insert to. 
- - - 16, after" opposition," 'insert lJal rif/III rill. 
-- -.~)s. - 19, after" alluded," dele to, 
-- 573, - 19, for IS him," read her. 
- -.- ·SI, for" him," read 6tr. 
'- 594, - I, for" succeeding." read succeeded. 
-- 101, - 21. for" Malta," read MantUjl. 
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