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PREFAOE. 

I T has been well said that "there will be plenty of 
money and people available for anthropological 

research, when therfl are no more aborigines. And it 
hehoves OUI' museums to waste no time in completing 
thAir anthropological collections." Under the scheme for 
a systema.tic Bthnographic survey of the whole of India, 
a. superintendent for each Presidency and Province was 
appointed in 1901, to carry out the work of the survey 
in addition to his other duties. The other duty, in my 
particular case-the direction of a large local museum­
luckily makes an excellent blend with thM survey opera­
tiODS, as the work of collection fur the ethnological 
section goes on synchronously with that of investigation. 

For many yearli I have been engaged in bringing 
together the scattered information bearing on' Manners 
and Customs' in South India, surviving, moribund, 01' 

deceased, which lies buri!3d in officia! reports, manuals, 
journals of societies, ari~·other publications. The infor­
mation thus collected has been supplemented by corre­
spondenco with dist,rict officers and private individuals, 
and by the personal wanderings of myself and myassist­
ants, Mr. K. Rangacbari (from whose negatives most of 
the illustrations have been. made), Mr. V. Govindan and 
MI'. C. Hayavadana Rao, in various parts of the Madra& 
Presidency, Mysore, and Travaucore, in connection with 
the work of the survey, which demands the writing of a 
book on lines similar to Risley's' Tribes and Castes of __ '''___ __ . _ ....-. _r-_ .. _~_~_. _. 



IV I'Il,In'ACB. 

Benga1.' For the issue of this book the time is not yet 
ripe, rullI, as an wi 'illtfjrillL mcaSUl'e, I send forth the 
present farrago in the hope that it lUay be of some little 
use and interest to thos'e who are engaged in the study of 
ethnological and sociological questions in the arm-chair 
or the fieltl. For such, rather than for the general public, 
it is intended. 

To the many friends and correspondents, European 
and ~ative, who have helped me in the accumulatioll of 
facts, or whose published writings I have made liberal 
use of, I would express collectively, and with all sincerity, 
my great sense of indebtrdness. And I would further 
express a hope that readers will draw my attention to 
t,he errors, such as must inevitably arise when one is 
dealing with a mass of evidence derived 'from a variety of 
sources, and provide me wit.h material for a possible 
future edition. 

" Let those now Beud who never Bent before; 
And those who have sent, kindly scnd me more." 

~ome of the articles, originally published in my 
Museum Bulletins, are now reproduced with additions. 

I may add that the chaptElr devoted to omens, evil eye, 
etc., is intended only as a mere outline sketch of a group 
of subjects, which, if worked up in detail, would furnish 
material for a very bulky volume. 

E.'!'. 
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. ~ ljOCIE:;' rIO 

~,PO' y .. 
SOME )IARRIAGE CUSTOMS IN' SOUtHH~· __ 

...... ~ 
INDIA. 

AT the outset I may appropriately quote the account 
of the Brahman marriage ceremony as given in the 
Census report, 1891, to show how the Brahman ritual has 
been grafteu on the nou-Brahman community. " On -the 
mal'riage day the bridegroom, dressed in true Vaidiki * 
fashion with cadjau (palm leaf) hooks ~d a bundle of 
rice on his shoulder, pretends to be setting out for 
Benares,t there to lead an ascetic life, and the girl's 
fathp,r, meeting him, begs that he will accept the hand of 
his daughter. lIe is then taken to the marJ'iage booth 
(pandal), and is formally entrusted with the girl. The 
sacred fire (hamam) is prepared, and worshipped with 
oblations of ghi (clarified butter), the blessings of the 
gods are invoked, and the tali or bottu (marriage badge) ~ 
is tied round the neck of the girl by the bridegroom. The 
couple then go round the sacred fire, and the bridegroom 
takes up in his hands the right foot of the bride, and, 
places it on a mill-stone seven times. This is known as 
saptapadi (seven fflet), and is the essential and binding 
portion of the marriage ceremony. The bride is e~horted 
to be as fixed in constancy as the stone, on which her 
fooAs been thus placed. The bridegroom, holding the 

• The Vairlikis are the first 01 .. s8 of Brahmans, whose occopation is teaohing 
the VMas, performing and soperint~nding sacrifioes, and preserving the moral 
principles of the people. 

t The mock Bight to Benares is kuown as Kasiyatra. * The tili or hottn OOlTesponds to the ring of Enropean Christendom. 
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nt Toda £uMral, 173-S? . 

Kottai :VelJilla-keep alaves, 456. 
Krishnavakkakar-maniagt>, 20 ; poly. 

andry, 113. 
Kudnbi-buripd in a Beated pesture 

140. 
Knnnuvan-marriage,51. 
Kurni-.bnried in a spated postnre, 142. 
KUl'nba-branding, 400; blackening 

of teetb, a67; death eeremonie., 
146; marriage, 75, 84--87. 

Kurnmba--·deatb ceremonies, 147; fir. 
by friction, 468; man·iage. 64 ; 
mnBicians at Badaga memorial cere­
mony, 201; polyandry, 113; slavery, 
440; sOlcery, 199, 319. 

Knruvikaran-make .pur-onB jackal 
bon.s as cbarms, 269 • 

Knsavan-mBnufactcre of clay i..lolB, 
34S. 

LAKRAnl-bells . and ra~'1I 88 votive 
offerings, 3U; infanticide, 507 ; 
mantl'ums, 265; marriage, 43, 49, 
58,60; Iioncs as ~otive'offering8, 357 
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Cheruman-conver.ion to Islam, 389, 
447; death "ereu\onie8, 1133; marri­
age, 48, D9 j IJl'ivileges, 4G2-t?3 ; 
slavery, ,J,43-4·7. 

Chpt.ti-marriage, 68, 69. 
Circumcision, 3il5-90, 411; Dudekuia, 

24; Kallan, 24, 388. 
Clepsydra, 56:H;6. 
C'Jck.fighting, 5(;ll-70. 
COOl·g-anccstor worsbip, 153, 355; 

hirth ceremony, 35; death oeremo· 
ni"., 205; marriage, 17,87,107. 

Corporal punishment, 4:-13-40. 
Couvade, 547-551. 

DAlilA MUHAM)HDAN-cireumcision of 
clm verts, 3ll0. 

Dagnri-month.lock, 402; possession 
by the deity, 476; 8ervice, at Kara­
madai temple festival, 304. 

D"ath 80ngs, 227-37. 
Deformity and mutilai.ion, 366-406. 
Dilvangn- buried in a seated posture, 

137; marriage,77. 
Dhabi-girls married to a tree NO 

sword,35. 
Domb-ta,tt.ooing.36:.1. 
Domma,ra-dry·cupping, 573; eat 

snake8 and mungoosel, 292. 
Dongs. D>lsari-branding, 402. 
Dress, 520-531. 
Dry.cupping, 573. 
Plld~knla-circumoi.ion, 24; marri-

age, 24. 

EAR·BORIXG. 347, 367-73. 
Earth.puting, 552-54. 
F:unnchs, 396-97. 
Eurasian-·t.att,oning, 379. 
Evil eye, 72,73,97, 101,253-58, 202, 

2li3, 319, 3:53. 

FINGERS-amputation, 390-9U. 
Fire by friction, 464.-70; Toda, 181. 
Firo, sacred, 1, 2, 30, 4.~, 75, 13.J.-36, 

161,104,218, 2liO, 21;3, 4G.J.. 
Fire.walking, 471-86. 
Flint and 8t,,~I, 470. 

. -GAT!ADA-charm for cattle diRease, 
'~ 273; decline to touch horses, 270; 

dress improver, 528; marriage, 22,33. 
Uil.11ows, 427. 
Ga.ma.lla-birth ceremony, 306. 
GandIa-marriage, 93. 
GangimnkkuIn-marriage, 5t. 
GAniga-rleath ceremonies, 166; mar· 

riage d the dead, 106. 
Ganda-marriagE', 80. 
Ghasi-marria.ge, \l3. 
Golla-mnninge, 21, 113. 
Goundan-ma.rriage, 5:5, 82. 
Glidala-widow marriage, "9. 

HADDI-br&nding, iOl; marriag-e, 23. 
Ha.alara-death ceremonies, 164. 
lleggade -ma.rriag", 28. 
Higra, (eunuch),396. 
Holpya-hl:wkening of t.'eth, 367; 

ear-boring oeremony, 368; ma.rriage, 
78; privileges, 45'7; settlpnwnt of 
boundaries, 3:!1; slavery, 453-0; 
treatmont of Brahm1ns, 258. 

Hook-swinging, 487-501. 
llorse--ol1rIs or hair. marks as omens. 

84-85,245. . 
Human saorifice, 2lli-300, 309, '325-

26,404, 510-19. 
Hypergamy, 130. 

IIlAlYAN-marriage. 21, 5:5, 70, i3, 77. 
Tdiga-marriage, 35. 
llnvan-marriAge, 70, 78; l'ltiI.kettn 

kalyAnam, 124 •. 
J IIfanticide, 502-9. 
Irnla-ancestor worship, 1M,; death 

ceremonies, 140-42, 147; flint and 
st.:-el, 4iO; iJ,fanticide, .502; leaf 
garments, 525; marriage, 42; tat.~o_ 
ing, 378. 

J AIx-oremation, 150. 
Jakknla:"'prostitutes,81. 
JaIiiri-marriage,95. 

. J..,tti-knuckle-d11ster, 566-69. 
JOgi-death ceremonjes, 171: ma.rri­

age, 16, 26, 57, '95; oro('&I, ·422 
punishment" .J,14. 



, Kojah (eunuch), 31l6. Ki.P,a-death ee .... moni"., 143; flint 
ann' .te"l, 470; marria;r", 3.1, 81; 
nickn~lDe.,6a7; tooth_chipping,3'l3. ! 

Kaik6Ian--... lopUon by JlI,ogam woman, 
41; ancel!or worohip, 151; dedica· 
t.ion to t4·mpJe eervicc, 2~).i mal'ria.ge, 
~/d. 

KaHan-boomerang, 556-Ml; oireum· 
<.":ision, 3S8 ; dHath ocrcttlOHic8, 205 ; 
oilal.,,1 esr.lub"8, 372; (orm. of 
J,uDiahfllf'nt. 373; infantioide. 503; 
marriage, 18, 2"', 53 j. polyandry, 
108; prognanry ceremony, 104,; 
privileges, 4:'7. 

KaHan Muppan-marriage, 71. 
Kamhalt.-... ToUiyan . 

. Kamma-(ullornl, 459; marriage, 16, 
39, 60, 61,71. 

Kamrualan--buried in a aeateil poe-
ture,1:J7. 

KammAlan, MalayAialD-polynndry, 
1 U; filli.kettu kalyAnam (tilli.ty ing 
marriago),124.. 

Kltm.ala-marriag", 27. 
Kiluikar-fire by friction, 4ti6; mani· 

age, 911. 
Kani.lUl-perfonna operation of pierc. 

ing e ..... , 375; polyandry, 113,116. 
Kunnadiynn-marriltgo, 6B, 79. 
Kappiliyan-oohabito.tion with brother. 

in.law, lOS; marriage, 62, 82, 108. 
Kilpu or Reddi-birth ceremony, 306; 

doltth ceremony, 226; muriage, 62, 
72, 74-, 92-93, 101, 113. 

Kathira Tandlu-branding, 3911. 
Kavarai-marriRge, 37. 
Khodura-honorific titles, 642. 
Khond-crow legend, 278; death 

oeremoniea, 166, 184; ear'piercing, 
367 I inrnnticide, 604-7; mnrl'iage, 
8-13, 20, 26, 63,65; Meriah sacrifice, 
610-19; Bmall·pox I{oddess, 3i3; 
Boreery, 824. 

KiII~kyatn-buried in a scated posture, 
1-12. 

Knuckle.duster, 5G6-ClI. 
Koi or Koyi-death cel'emouie., 155; 

bird luper.tiliona, 278; . marriage, 
13-15; Dames, 543 ; ,.orc~l'y, 322. 

Komati-marriage, 54, 88-91 ; ruarri .. 
age bet,we~n living and d"ad, 104; 
I'dations with )fililiglts,!>8-90. 

Kunu-marriage, 126. 
Konda Dora.-marriage, 100. 
Konga-morriage, 52. 

I Konga Vcll;'la-marriage, 71. 
KOl'aga- t}eath cCl'emony, 156; leaf 

garment.s, 524 ; man'jage, 78; 
names, 641; pnnisJl!nent,p .127 j 

.Iavery, -1~3. 
Korama-couvade, 54!J-6U; death 

ccremonic8, 164; marrjtlg~, 92. 
Korava or Kuravan-couvade, 547-48; 

death ceremony, 220; marriage,97; 
ordeal, 4~3 i perform ear-piereing 
operation, 3u9; snake.charmer., 289; 
t.attooers, 376-77, 381. 

Kota'-bt'anding, 398; death ceremo_ 
nies, 18~1l8; fire by friction, 466 ; 
marriagA t 62; namel, 543; services 
at Iladaga fUlle~al and memorial 
cercmonies, 191, 200, ,201; .ervices 
at Toda fUlicral, 173-Sl? ' 

Kottai :Vellilla-keep slaves, 456. 
Krishnavakkakar-mUliag", 20 ; poly. 

andry, 113. 
Kudubi-buripd iu a eeated pesture 

140. 
Kunnuvan-marriage,61, 
Kumi-buried in a spated posture,14Z. 
Kuruua-branding, 400; blacke;"ing 

of teetb, 367; death ceremonies, 
146; marriage, 75, 84-87. 

Kurumba-de .. th ceremonies, 14-7; fire 
by friotion, 4.68 i marriage, 64.; 
musicial1s at Badaga memorial cere­
mony, 201; polyandry, 113; slavery, 
448; .orcery, 199, 319. 

Kuruvikaran-make SPUr-OUB jackal 
bon,s a8 charms, 269. 

Kusavan-manufactcre of clay i<1ols, 
348. 

LAliRADI-bells· and rags as votive 
offerings, 344; infanticide, 507 ; 
mant,l'ums, 265; marriage, 43, 49, 
58,60; atones 88 ,'otive' offerings, 357 
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Omen., 83-86, 238-53. 473, 4077, 4D3. 
Ordeal, 421. eq. 
Oriya--bypergamy. 180; namo', 541. 

6U; Borcery. 324. 
Oriya cutes-marriage, 7i1; married 

to an arrow; 36 I married to a tree. 
Sl. . 

PADIIA SlLi-deatb oeremony, 169. 
P.layakltiiran-marria.ge. 42. 
Pallan-death ceromonies.1D4; dilated 

ear-lobe., 370; marriage, 26. 82; 
elavery, 442. 

PaJIi or Vanniyan-marriage. 22. M. 95, 
Pandiiram-hnried in a seated posture, 

142. . 
Piindn kdli or Pindava t8mplel, 146-

48. 
Paniyan-death ceremoniel. 143; fire 

by friction. 468; marriage. 33; 
slavery. 447; sorool'Y. 817; tally. 
571. 

Piino-claimll paternit.y of a Khond 
girl, 13; marru.ge, 81 ; 8ervic~1 at 
Khond death cereulony. 166. 

Paraiyan or pariah-belief in omens, 
2404; buriej in a 8eat~d pC'8ture, 
138; death ceremonies. 160. 170. 
2711 dilated ear.lobes. 370; mar· 
riage, 17, 56, 66, '16, 81, 96; mu­
rioge of dead bacheloro. 46; ordeal, 
423; privilege., 451-59; services at 
Odde and Torl'ya funerals, 167-69; 
,lavery, 441, tattooing, 380. 

Pamiyan, .Malabar-od; cult, 814; 
aorcery, 817. 

Pal'll.iyan, Travancore-couvade, 650; 
.lavery, 461. 

Parava-dilated ear.lobes, 370-71. 
Patnfllkiran-marri6ll'e. 76. 
Pattaniivan-death oeremony,l7l. 
Pisbiirati-bnried in a 8eated posture, 

139. 
Polyandry, 108, Iq. 
Poroio-witchcraft, 303. 
Prehistorio celM as '<'otive offenng. 

and medicine, 861. 
Pnlayan-marriage, 21 ; tattooing, 

878. 
pallavan-marriage between brother 

ud eister, 68, 8orcer1.290. 

RAIN-PRODUCING RITE (Variinajapam), 
:12'1. 

Riijpiit-marriage, 95. 
Ravelo-punishment. 426. 
Razn-bridegroom represected by a 

Iword, 41; marriage, 6, 7. 
Reddi-see Kapn. 
Relli-ma1'l'iage, 26. 
Rhodia-tooth-chipping, 884. 
Right and left. hand faotion., 'i7, 90, 

96. 

SALAGR"'MA STONE, 3, 136,425. 
Savara-de .. th ceremonies, 164, 206; 

marriage. 18, 19 ; IOroery, 303; 
voti "e offerings, 366. 

Sembadavan-marriago, 57; pnnish­
ment,411. 

Shiioan-branding, 899; oonflnement 
in st()okl, 4.10; oonversion to Islam 
390; devil worship, 2;)7 ; di1:J,ted ear: 
lobes, 870. 

ShOlaga-Jeath ceremonies. 143. 166; • 
marriage, 57, 64. 

Slavery, 441-63. 
Slaves-method of catehing, 266. 
Soake worship and Inperatitio"s, 283-

93, 354, 636 •. 
Sor~ry. 296-338. 
Steel-yard,060-62. 
Stooks, confinement in, 408. 
Syrian Chrietian- -names. 546; t .. t·too­

iog, 879. 

TlLi-KETTU KALYANAM- tili'~liI,g mar-
riage, 121-240. 

Tallies, 570-73. 
Tally-Khood, Iii. 
Tattooing, 376-83. 
TeE'tb, blackening. 367. 
Thanda Pnlayan-death ceremonies, 

163; leal garments, 525 l·marriage, 
66; slavery, 452; sorcery, 833_ 

Tiyan-olothing, 6291 deatb ceremony. 
218 I dil .. ted ear-lobes, 875; evil 
spirits and pregnant women, 279; 
marriage. 27; ordeal. 430; poly.n. 
drr,1l2. 




