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PREFACE.

To ancient India—a subject attractive to the historian and the
scholar—much attention has been directed; the more humble
task of investigating its medimval story has been compara-
tively little attempted. 1If, however, the days of Asoka and
of Chundragoopt afford a nobler field of enquiry, it should net,
on that account, be forgotten that the times which are less
remote are more practically connected with existing Hindoo-
stan, Modern India, moreover, affords a safe basis from
which to stretch forward to immediately preceding times, while
as long as these shall continue to be covered with darkness, it
is bat a hazardous task to grasp at the light, however splendid,
which shines beyond them. ~The stranger, who is for any length
of time resident in the land of the Hindoos, can hardly fail to
notice many customs and umsages of that people which are
evidently relics of a state of society not long gone by —
visions, as it were, of a noble vessel, whose phantom-like
outline, if only by an illusion such as that which produces the
Fata Morgana, exhibits, in exalted reflection, these existing
things. The very remains of Moslem power themselves are
most strongly impressed with the character of the race whose
rule was supplanted by that of the crescent, and from even
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these we might have gathered the fact that many a splendid

metropolis must have adorned the plains of Aryaverta before .
the avalanche of Mohummedan invasion fell from the western

mountains upon the land. We have, however, more definite

traces of these glories of by-gone days, and can picture to

ourselves, at least in outline, the gorgeous Kanouj, the myste-

rious Yogeeneepoor, the almost fabulous metropolis of Bhoj.

Nor did the cities which we have mentioned exist alone. The

monarchs of Kuleein extended their sway over a territory
more ample still than that which owned the supremacy of
either, and equal, at least, to the Purmar, the Chohan, or the
Rathor was the Solunkhee of Unhilpoor.

It is to the story of the city of Wun R4j, and of the Hindoo
principalities and chieftainships which sprang up amidst its
ruins, and which have, many of them, continued in existence
to the present day, that the reader’s attention is in the present
work invited. I am well aware that my subject—not only
Indian, but also local, as it is—is likely to be one of but little
general interest, nor am I blind to many of my own deficiencies
in its treatment. Eight years’ residence in Goozerat, and much
association, public and private, with its varied people, from the .
banks of the Taptee to those of the Bunfs, may, however, have
given me some advantages. |

While at the outset disclaiming, on my own part, all pre-
tensions to Oriental learning, I have, nevertheless, to mention
that I have received from Hindoo scholars assistance which,
though it detract from the merit of the compiler, will not be
thought to lessen the value of the compilation.

To the late Peerchundjee Bhundiree, a native of Marwar
and a Jain by religion, who, though a member of the com-
mercial class, which is usually indifferent to literature, was a
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proficient in both the cfassical and the popular lore of his
nation, I am obliged, first, for the gift of a copy of the Pru-
bundh Chintdmunee, and, secondly, for inﬂispensabie assistance
in translating it.

To Dulputrim DAyf, & Brahmin, and a native of Wudwan,
on the frontier of Soreth, I am still more widely indebted.

I bad not been very long in Goozerat when, in the course of
my public employment, a paper was placed before me which
bore the characteristic signatures of two .
bards.* My curiosity was excited; I
made enquiries, and sought the ac- <
quaintance of such of the class as were within my reach. Of

the treasures of the bardic repertoire I thus obtained a glimpse
which stimulated instead of satisfying me. 1soon felt that native
assistance was absolutely necessary both to enable me to over-
come the scruples of those who possessed the legendary hoard in
which I desired to participate, and also to furnish me with somne
knowledge of the bardic dialect, which was required as a
means of unlocking the casket in which the treasure was con-
tained. Good fortune brought earl} to my notice the name of
the Kuveshwur, or poe't,——f'or with that title, Dulputrim is
invested by the suffrage of his countrymen,~and I secured
his services in A.p. 1848, From that period my valuable
co-adjutor has been almost constantly by my side. "It was
some time before our efforts met with any success, although
I furnished him with the means of making the tour of a con-
siderable portion of Goozerat, with the view of collecting
chronicles and traditions, and of copying inscriptions. It might,
perhaps, amuse, but would certainly weary, the reader were

* This paper will be found translated in the note at p. 70, vol. ii.
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I to describe the nimerous obstacles which we found opposed
to us, by ignorance, jealousy, and avarice. Sufficient notion
of these will be conveyed when I mention the facts that I was
sometimes believed to be employed in searching for concealed
treasure, that at other times my object was supposed to be that
of detecting flaws in the titles to lands with the view of their
assumption by government, and that it was frequently hinted
to me that the proper return for permission to extract from a
bardic record would be the presentation of e village to the
family of the recorder. Subsequently, however, my official
duties brought me into personal contact with the chiefs of the
Wéghela, Jhéla, and Gohil clans, and I soon discovered that a
hint from one of these traditionally-honored feudal lords was
far more influential than any entreaties which I could use, or
any advantages which I could offer. As Political Agent in
the Myhee Kéanta I found these facilities extended not only to
the clans of that province, but also to the Guikowr territories
(from the authorities of which I had received at least on¢ pre-
vious rebuff), and through the kindness of Biba Sahib, the
worthy lieutenant of the Baroda government at Puttun,
I secured a copy of the Dwyashriy, and other valuable materials
from the very centre of interest—the site of Unhilpoor.

My researches, pursued, as they necessarily were, in the
hours of relaxation from tolerably heavy official duties, were
not confined to the Jain and the bardic chronicles; I availed
myself also of every opportunity of observing Hindoo popular
customs, more especially such as were alluded to in the writings
and traditions which I collected; I procured copies of inscrips
tions on temples, wells, and tombstones, and I examined every
remnant of Hindoo architecture which 1 found myself able to '
visit. In this last department of enquiry much assistance was .
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furnished me by Premchund Sulat, the able ?rchitect of the
new Jain temple at Ahmedabad, and by two very intelligent
persons of the carpenter caste—the late Turbhowundés, and
Bhoodhur Dayarim.

Meanwhile the Goozerat Vernacular Society sprung up, and
the Kuveshwur, who was well prepared for the purpose, won
prizes for two essays,—on popular superstitions in Goozerat,
and on Hindoo castes—of both of which I have made much use
in the Fourth Book of the present work.

My return, for a limited period, to England, and the valuable
permission of the Honorable the Court of Directors of the
East India Company to my inspecting the records at the India
House for the purpose of illustrating my collections, have
enabled me to complete my labors. The result is now placed
before the public in the hope that, unworthy as it is, it may still
be of use ta' 'b( Jocal officer, and may interest some few even of
my counu‘_ymen at home, in the fortunes of their fellow-subjects
—the Ilindoos in Goozerat,

In imitation of the titles of some of the legends from which
it is derived, I have called my compilation “ Ras MA4l4a,” or
“ A Garland of Chronicles.”

® As the present work is wholly popular, and advances no pretensions to a
scientific character, I have used the common form in spelling names which
are in daily use, and I have, ip other cases, adopted the mode of spelling
which experience has shown me to be most readily accepted by the generl
reader. Thus, for the correct Khumbdyut, I use Cambay, a word which has
established itself in English literature ; and, for the classical Arhilpur, I sub-
stitute the popular Unkilpoor, which is to be pronounced according to the
usnal sound of the vowels in English. -1 have, however, taken the liberty of
accenting one letter, the long 4, as in R4s Mald. Wherever it occurs it should
be pronounced as the a in BMario. May I trouble the reader so fur as to add,
that the ye in Jye Singh, Shutroonjye, &c., should be pronounced as the y in
. why, by, &c., or as the igh in Aigh.
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