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TO
P. AUBER, ESQ.

SECRETARY TO THE HONORABLE THE COURT OF DIREC'TORS,

BAST INDIA HOUSE, LEABENHALL STREET, LONDON.

——

SIR, ‘ .
I have now the honor to transmit to you a letter to the address of ‘

the Honorable the Court of Directors, accompanied with the Copy of an original Memorial,
and an Appendix,~and which allow me to entreat the favor of you to lay before their
Honorable Court.

I also beg leave to state that certain original Documents, Copies of which are given in |
the above named Appendix, are in my possession, and in readiness for the Honorable Courl’s

inspection whenever they may be called for.

I have the honor to be,
- SIR,
Your most obedient and humble Servant,

G. B. P. FIELD,

. Late Captain of the 23rd Regiment, Native
Tnfantry, Bengal Establishment,  «
0ld City Chambers, ntry, Bengal Hetablishmen

London, Aprit 22nd, 1829,



70 THE HONORABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS FOR THE AFFAIRS OF
THE HONORABLE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS TRADING TO
THE EAST INDIES. ‘ ‘ .

*
GENTLEMEN,

I HAVE the honor to state that I have recently returned from
your Bengal Presidency, with the permission of the Right Honorable the Governor General
in Countil, Lord Bentinck, for the express purpose of laying before your Honorable Court
certain documents relative to a Court Martial, before which I was arraigned on the 17th day
of January, 1828, and have now the honor to state as follows:

That on the 4th of August, 1828, I presented to the Governor General in Council, at
Calcutta, a Memorial, of which with certain documents in explanation, I have now the honor
to lay a Copy before your Honorable Court, together with some additional correspondence
that bas since transpired, also a recapitulation of the events, connecting in one view the
beginning, progress, and conclusion of the whole business. - '

In apologizing for my troubling your Honorable Court in this manner, I humbly beg leave
to say, that in common with all your civil and military servants in India, I have always relied
implicitly on the protection, and vigilent, and impartial justice of your Honorable Court, and
have every hope, that when the subject of my Memorial shall be taken into your Honorable
Court’s serious consideration, that the charges preferred against me by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull
at my late Trial will be found by your Honorable Court to be unsubstantial and erroneous ;
and that the sentence awarded by the Court Martial is not founded on the principles of justice,
or their proceedings during the Trial, correct.

I also beg leave to state to your Honorable Court that with respect to His Excellency the
Commander in Chief’s having confirmed the said Trial, that I humbly conceive it was entirely
owing to the errors the Court Martial committed during their proceedings, in not allowing me
to use my papers and documents, or to make my defence in a proper manner, or to push the
investigation to a sufficient extent, to ensure the ends of justice; consequently his Excellency
had not a fair opportunity of judging of so extraordinary a case, and which circumstance 1
humbly conceive largely contributed to my present, though I trust—only temporary ruin,—
consequently, I do not in the slightest degree attribute my present misfortunes to his Excellency
Lord Combermere. .

I have further humbly to state that I have not since my transfer to the Pension List
received any part of my Military Pay or Allowances whatever, it being my wish to abstain
from so doing, until your Honorable Court shall have formed a decision in regard to my
unfortunate case; and although I was unable to oppose such a measure with success, I could
never consent to it with honor, as I should thereby at once compromise my reputation and
character in the minds of those General Officers and other celebrated Commanders, and highly
respectable individuals, who bave so kindly furnished me with such valuable testimonials of
character,—in fact I am proud to state that but one general opinion appears to prevail,
throughout your Honorable Court’s Bengal Army and Dominions, relative to my unhappy
case. :

All therefore that I now most earnestly entreat and pray for, is, that your Honorable Court
will allow me to produce my original testimonials and documents to preve the contents of my
Memorial; and I will boldly venture to assert, that even out of the attested copies of the

" proceedings of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial alone, I will clearly prove to your

Honorable Court, my innocence of the harsh and imaginary charges preferred against me by
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Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, by showing to your Honourable Court the difference in the replies
of the witnesses to the same questions, 80 conspicuously manifest on the face of those
proceedings. : o .

I also humbly beg leave to state to your Honorable Court that I bave a wife and family
of three young children, whom I have been compelled to leave at the Cape of Good Hope,
destitute of support, in consequence of the heavy expences attendant on my voyage to England
which has completely exhausted my pecuniary resources.

I therefore firmly rest my hopes on’ the well known justice and goodness of your
Honorable Court. SR

And have the honor to remain with the greatest respect,
GENTLEMEN, 4
Your most obedient and devoted humble Servant,
: G. B. P. FIELD,
Late Captain of the 23rd Regiment, Native
Infantry, Bengal Establishment.

MEMORIAL.

TO THE HONORABLE THE COURT OF DIRECTORS FOR AFFAIRS OF THE
HONORABLE THE UNITED COMPANY OF MERCHANTS OF ENGLAND
TRADING TO THE EAST INDIES.

The ‘Memorial of G, B. P. _FIELD, late a Captain in the 23rd Regiment of Natiﬁe Infantry
. under the Presidency of Fort William, in Bengal,and now transferred to the Pension list of
the same Establishment. .

HuMBsLYy SHEWETH,

THAT your Memorialist had served with zeal and fidelity in yqur This Memorial

Honorable Court’s Army upwards of twenty-four years, and has the honor to annex Copies 7o forparded by
of numerous testimonialsg to that effect from celebrated Generals and distinguished Com- Honorable tho
manders, for zeal, ability, and courage, and general good character:—but in consequence of Governor Genme-
offence given by his anxiety to bring the Detachment of his Regiment which he commanded {2} in Conncil at
to a high state of discipline; a combination of Officers succeeded at last in bringing your gh august, 1828,
Memorialist to a Court of Inquiry, (on which they were to be witnesses,) on a charge of &
highly exaggerated nature.

But in the opinion of the Court of Inquiry, composed of Officers of long standing and
bigh character, it was impossible to decide on the merits of the case; and in consequence
your Memorialist was brought to trial at a Court Martial,—an attested Copy of which he
has the honor to annex. :

Your Memorialist was accused of falsely asserting with a view of escaping a slight
reprimand that was issued to a Committee by the Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull, * that some discussion” had taken place on the topics submitted to their consideration,
and this charge was made in the most harsh, highly coloured, and exaggerated language, and
- upon this was your Memorialist brought to Trial. ~

The Officer commanding (Lieutenant Colonel Faithfull) having in consequence suddenly
renounced a friendship of twenty years standing and becoming his bitter enemy, so far from
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attempting to explain the difference in the assertions of both parties, pushed the matter
forward, apparently with a view of ruining your Memorialist contrary to the wishes of
Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding the District, and Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K.C.B.
Commpnding the Division.  Though had your Memorialist’s high character and long services
been taken into fair consideration, no great exertion of charity could have been required on
. the part of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull in supposing that it was very likely that the whole
misunderstanding and mutual recrimination -had originated in mistake, or the known enmity
of the party towards your Memorialist, which a little patient investigation on the part of
Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull might have discovered and settled without the necessity of having
recourse to a Court Martial, particularly as he well knew the privacy of the case, deprived
your Memorialist of the beneiit of any witness to defend himself—such things are done daily,
and such would probably have been done during the period of intimacy, and friendship in
which they had previously lived.

But the worst view of the case was taken by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, who appeared to
believe that your Memorialist had compromised his high Character and Commission for the
attainment of -an object of so puerile a nature as the escaping his share of a reprimand, for a

-mistake in the Proceedings of a Committee, and that he laboured under a total loss of that
discrimination which has procured him such valuable testimonials of Character, and which
Lieut.-Colonel Faithful had formerly acknowledged him to possess.

Your Memorialist humbly begs leave to bring to the notice of your Honorable Court,

that there is a vast difference in the answers given to the same questions on the Court of-

Inquiry, to that given at the Court Martial, on oath;—it cannot escape your Honorable
Court that when the Members of a Committee are on bad terms with the President, but little
conversation can pass hetween them, and under these circumstances sometimes a mere
silence may be taken for assent or dissent to any proposition from either party.

Your Memorialist issued a Detachment Order which referred to the matter in question,
and which was in accordance with the General Order on the same subject, consequently
correct,—but as the result of the Committee was incorrect, it necessarily follows either that

your Memorialist had been over-ruled in his judgment, or that he had totally forgotten the

instructions he had himself given only a few hours before. It will be seen by the proceedings
of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, that reference was actually made by the Committee
to that Detachment Order at the very time alluded to in the charge, and if no difference of
opinion, or discussion took place, for what reason was this reference made? '

If the said reference was made before the Committee commenced business, it fully
explains the account of that transaction given in your Memorialist's letiers of the 16th and
25th July, 1827, set forth against him in the charge? If gffer, it still shews that some
discussion must have taken place to occasion it? :

Your Memorialist humbly begs leave to state that the witnesses had a great profit to
expect from his ruin, and were therefore very suspicious witnesses in a case against him, but
when your Memorialist endeavoured to effect the credibility of the witnesses, by producing
certain written documents in his possession (copies of which are annexed) he was quite
over-ruled, and even silenced by the Court, and which the Court are pleased to call in their
proceedings ““ a strong recommendation,” although your Memorialist does not hesitate to
say, that he could have proved a conspiracy against him, had he been allowed to produce his
documents, and to question the prosecutor and his witnesses from them. This must be
considered a great hardship; for every thing in your Memorialist’s humble opinion, seems to
depend on the value of testimony and character in Courts of Honor.

Your Honorable Court will perceive that the whole of the ponderous and cruel charge
given in against your Memorialist by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, entirely hinges on the word
* discussion,” and that the charge is entirely inferential and artificial, that the two chief
witnesses at your Memorialist’s trial (Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt) have said there was
“ no discussion,” with a view to conceal - their opposition to your Memoralist’s Orders, as
well as to ruin him for the sake of benefitting themselves, and that Captain Dunlop has
actually derived an advantage from the result of the Court Martial, equal to the extent of

]

X
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80,000 rupees (or £3,000,) inasmuch as he will obtain his majority ten years sooner by your
Memorialist’s expulsion than he otherwise would have done, which may have been an excite-
ment, and perbaps accounts for the difference in bis replies at the Court of Inquiry and Court
Martial, to which your Memorialist humbly solicits your Homnorable Court’s notice. :

That Captain Dunlop had been in the habit of forwarding frivolous complaints against
your Memorialist, for the perusal of Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. thereby
drawing forth replies, and then declaring those replies to be untrue, and that such was actually
the case in regard to your Memorialist’s letter of the 25th July, 1827, produced against him
at his trial, and which was a reply to Captain Dunlop’s letter of the 22nd of the same month.

That Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull had invited your Memorialist with his family in the month
of March 1827, to his house at Almora, only a short time preceding the business of the
Committee, and a distance of ten days journey from his Command at Moradabad, that during
such visit he pressed your Memorialist to purchase Major Cock out of the Regiment, and
used every argument in his power to do so, telling him the great advantage he would derive
from such purchase, and stated that his object for agitating and recommending it was to bring
on his connections in the Regiment, namely, Captain Hamilton his Brother-in-law, and
Lieutenant Dean his Son-in-law; that both Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull and Lieut. Bean had
written your Memorialist two or three letters on the subject—Extracts from two of which to
this effect are annexed. Bat your Memorialist independant of his knowing that it was contrary
to the rules of your Honorable Court's Army to purchase prumotion in that way, had not the
command of cash to accomplish Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s wishes, who at the time advised
your Memorialist to borrow it, which your Memorialist also refused to do. This circumstance
gave offence to Lieut -Colonel Faithfall, who at that period behaved with coolness to your
Memorialist; and though perhaps it might be considered uncharitable te think so, yet this
circumstance may probably have operated on his mind and excited that interest be has so
apparently displayed throughout the case against your Memorialist for the sake of benefitting
bis connections in the Regiment. But even if no such motive influenced him, still the utmost
wishes of Lieut, Colonel I'aithtu]l has been realized by the result of the Court Martial, which
has ruined your Memorialist, who was the senior Captain in the Regiment, and next for the
majority. -

That Lieut. Colonel Faithfull bad in the month of November following, previous to your -
Memorialist Trial by Court Martial (as appears by his own orders annexed) deprived your
Memo-riahst of his Grenadier Company which he had held for several years, and gave it to
Captain l'qnlop, an officer five years junior to your Memorialist, contrary to the regulations
of the service, without assigning any reason whatever. That in the very last active service
performed by the army, your Memorialist had the honor to lead the said Company. to victory
at the head of the Regiment, at the assault of Burtpoore. That your Memorialist commu-
nicated this act of injustice to Major General Sir Thomas Reynall, K. C. B. who kindly wrote
to Brigadier Vanrenan commanding the District, to interfere and induce Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull to restore your Memorialist in his Grenadier Company. Thus Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull had commencefi depriving your Memorialist of those honors he had gloried in so
mapy years, and bestowing them on the said Captain Dunlop previous to your Memorialist’s
Trial, and which be humbly conceives may have been an encouragement to that Officer to
attack your Memorialist’s Character. . :

Your Memorialist also submits to your Honorable Court the marked injustice of Licut.-
Colonel Faithfull’s having a third time pressed the business forward to Major. General Sir
Thomas [}eyngll, KC B. after it had received the final decision of Brigadier Vanrenan,
commanding in Rohileund, and the whole of thig matter pronounced to be frivolous, as
appears by documents annexed from the Brigadier and Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s own private
acknowledgement of the same, this is a circumstance that’ is reprobated by every learned
Commentatpr on Military law. .

.. That Lieut.-Colonel Faithful in his letters of the 8th and 10th of September, 1827, (which
agitated this matter a third time) applied such unmeasured and abusive language to your
Memorialist, that Major General Sir Thomas Reynell had no alternative but to order a Court

. c - . .
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of Inquiry into the business, when Lieut-Colonel Faithfull produced as the chief witnesses
against your Memorialist, Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, both of whom he knew were in
great enmity with your Memorialist and who had been constantly bebaving ill whilst under
your Memorialist’s Command, and which is fully proved by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s Letters
-annexed and those from his Adjutant Lieut. Holmes. .

That Major General Sir Thomas Reynell declared in reply to Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s
abusive letters (above quoted) that Captain Dunlop’s Letters contained frivolous and un-
substantial complaints against your Memorialist, and that ‘“ he regretted that Lieut.-Colonel
¢ Faithfull did not upon receiving the letters and documents treat the matter with that
¢ decision and authority vested in him as Commanding Officer of the Regiment, by at once
“ removing Captain Dunlop to a Company at Almora, and thus confining within the Regiment,
“ matters that ought never to have gone beyond it.”” The Major General also observes in the
same letter, “ that in the course of all his commands he cannot recollect any circumstance
‘ that had ever come before him where more industry had been displayed in working up
“ original trifling matter into grave and serious offence,” and your Memorialist begs per-
mission to say, that Major General Sir Thomas Reynell is now in London and will no dounbt
testify to this effect, should your Honorable Court desire his valuable testimony.

That Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull had availed bimself of your Memorialist’s temporary absence
for a few days from his command at Moradabad during the month of October 1827, to en-
deavour (apparently) to collect fresh matter to work up into similar charges against your
Memorialist, but failed in such endeavour owing to your Memorialist having accidently
learnt it, as appears by the copy of a Memorial annexed, which your Memorialist did himself
the honor to forward for the perusal of his Excellency the Commander in Chief.

That from the foregoing circumstances your Memorialist is induced to believe that a
sudden feeling prevailed on the part of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, and some of his Officers, to
ruin your Memorialist for the sake of obtaining a valuable step in the Regiment, that your
Memorialist’s conduct and character was evidently unsullied up to the day of his being so
cruelly accused, which is fully proved, even by the acknowledgements of the Prosecutor and
his witnesses contained in their own private correspondence with your Memorialist, (annexed,)
and which he would never have produced under any other circumstances but the present
ruinous ones, and the dire necessity of his case, as your Memorialist’s object is not to
criminate others unnecessarily, but to vindicate himself from the harsh and imaginary charges
preferred against him at his late Trial by the Prosecutor, Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull. )

Your Honorable Court on perusing the proceedings of the Court Martial on your
Memorialist, will be doubtless struck with the unusual and remarkable circumstance that no
question whatever was put to the Prosecutor Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, either by the Court, the
Judge Advocate, or by the prisoner; your Memorialist was forbidden to do so by the Judge
Advocate at his Trial, although he had prepared a great many questions from the various

_documents in his possession (hereunto annexed,) and yet it will be seen on the same proceedings
that the Prosecutor put whatever questions he chose to his witncsses. Thus, your Memorialist
was neither allowed to produce his documents at his Trial, or to put such questions to the
Prosecutor and his witnesses, from them, as he humbly conceives would have entirely
exonerated him from the harsh and inferential accusations contained in the concluding aver-
ment of the charge preferred against your Memorialist, by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, and which
your Memorialist now understands was an illegal restriction, and which he humbly submits
to your Honorable Court’s humane and superior consideration. .

Your Memorialist humbly begs leave to state that he has not as yet received an attested
Copy of the Court of Inquiry from the proper authorities, to whom he has made several
applications, and waited nearly two months in Calcutta for it, until his pecuniary resources
are nearly exhausted, and which has compelled him to annex .an unattested Copy to this
Memorial from- the docnments in his possession, in doing which however your Memorialist
pledges his word to your Honorable Court that the questions, answers and opinion of the
Court of Inquiry are correctly copied from the original document, by bhimself. Your
Memorialist however does not doubt but that an attested Copy of the Court of Inquiry will be
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sent after him, your Memorialist having applied to the Right Honorable the Governor General

in Council for permission to procced to Eugland, when he will have the honor of waiting on

your Honorable Court with the original and attested papers, Copies of which he. has
nexed. e

ant Your Memorialist most humbly and respectfully begs leave to assure your Honorable .

Court, thathe woald rather cease to exist, than live with the least stain on his honor, after he

had led such an exemplary life for sach a length of years, in your Honorable Court’s service.

That the sentence passed on bim by the Com'rt Martial is even worse than death, thatyour .
Memorialist is thoroughly conscious of never having beer guilty of even the shadow of a crime,
or ever having oflended against the laws of honor in your Honorable Court’s service.

Your Memorialist also begs leave to state thbat-he had subscribed to the Military or
Widow’s Fund for about 20 ycars, and to the Orphan Fund ever since he had been in the
service, hoth of which benefits he has been deprived of by the sentence of the Court Martial,
and which is a great calamity to your Memorialist.

Such being the case and the result of the Court Martial having thrown your Memorialist
from the high ascent to which he had risen, by gallant services and meritorious deeds, to utter
destitution, beggary, and the lowest abyss of Military degradation. Your Memorialist there-
fore humbly prays your Honorable Court to peruse his testimonials, to weigh their contents,
to give them a fair and impartial consideration, to consider the exaggerated charges btought
against him, to remember the advantages resulting to the witnesses by his destruction, and to
think of the utter destitution of his wife and infant family, the ruin of his anxious hopes and
expectations after such a long course of faithful services, and he is persuaded that your
Honorable Court will restore him to those duties in the discharge of which he has spent his
life, and to that station in which he may again display his zeal and gratitude for your gracious
commisscration,

And your Memorialist as in duty shall every pray,
. G. B. P. FIELD,
Late Captain of the 23rd Regiment, Native

Infantry, Bengal Establishment.

RECAPITULATION.

TO THE HONORABLE THE COURT .OF DIRECTORS FOR AFFAIRS OF INDIA,
&c. &e. &e. &e.

GENTLEMEN, : .

It may now be proper, with a view of frespassing as little as
possible, on the valuable time and attention of your Honorable Court, briefly to recapitulate
the principal points I have endeavoured to establish in the preceding Memorial, by adverting
to the Appendix I have annexed to it.

Io the first place I bave shewn to your Honorable Court by Certificates from General gonguct and ge-
Officers and others of distinction, (vide Appendix, letter A) that I had conducted myself neral characterof
with zeal and attention to my duty, and with propriety as an Officer and a Gentleman up to Gaptain Fleld
the date of my being accused by the Prosecutor, Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull; a period of Satee from cole.
twenty-four years ; and that the confidence and friendship of these distinguished personages, brated Generals
who have honored me with such testimonials, has not since declined, or my character been ;‘.“du‘?z',‘l"“"f‘d‘s'
shaken in their opinion by any thing that has been produced against me. inetion:

In the next place I solicit your attention to the consideration of extracts of certain ypterested mo-
demi-official, or private letters (B) from the parties concérned, shewing (apparently) their tives of the Pro-
interested motives in bringing the subject of the iatter contained in these papers before a sv‘;f{‘:::se:';ge:;’
General Court Martial, and disclosing the conduct of the two chief witnesses towards me, :
whilst I was in command of your Honorable Court’s Station of Moradabad, and which I
could never have proved to your Honorable Court had it not been from the Prosecutor and

others concerned, corresponding with me in apparent terms of friendskip and sincerity, about
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the very time the occurrence alluded to in the charge took place, some of these extracts
also, strongly indicate the great interest they felt to accelerate promotion in the Regiment by
using their utmost endeavours to persuade me to -purchase Major Cock out of it, for the

sake of;\ea general benefit ; my refusing to comply with their wishes, or to consent to such

purcha

5, 1 make no doubt

has been the internal cause of the heavy misfortunes that at

present attend me.

Frivolous complaints made against
Captnin Field, by Captain Dunlo

for the purpose of drawing fortg
Captuin Field’s replies to them, and
then declaring those replies to be
untrue, and thus erecting a charge
of falsehood against Captain Field.

Brigadier Vanrenan’s disapproba-
tion of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s
conduct in directing me to place
Captain Dunlop in arrest.

Lieut ~Colonel Faithfull’s acknow-
ledgement that the business between
CaptaiuX Dunlop and myself was all
“ gettled.>’

Interested motives of Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull in breaking bis word and
agitating the matter over afresh for
the third time to Major General Sir
Thomas Reynell.

The abusive language of Lieut.-Co-

lonel Faithfull the cause of Captain

Field being brought to Trial by
» Court Martial.

Captain Dunlop’s letter (C) which was pronounced by Major General
Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. and Brigadier Vanrenan to contain frivolous
and unsubstantial complaints against me, laid the foundation of this ponderous
fabric, and accidentally drew from me the ‘subject of the Committee (D)
contained in that letter (it is also mentioned in a private note to the Adjutant
of the Regiment,) which alore was selected out of it by Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull, and the other subjects of the said letter which I could have
proved (rejected,) the privacy of the onme in question not admitting of my
baving any witness to defend myself. ' _ o

Brigadier Vanrenan’s letters (E and G) shews his disapprobation of
Lieat.-Col. Faithfull’s supporting a frivolous warfare between Captain Dunlop
and myself, and counteracts my placing Captain Dunlop in arrest, (which I
had done by Lieut.-Col. Faithfull’s orders) and giving in charges against
him, (F) Lieut.-Col. Faithfull ther declares in a private (or demi-oificial, letter
to me that the business between Captain Dunlop and myself, was all settled.

I have shewn by two letters (H H) that Lieut.-Colonel Faithful
unknown to me at the period again for the third time, agitated this matter
over afresh to Major General Sir ‘Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. in direct contra-
diction of his private letter above quoted, at the same time applying such
unmeasured and abusive language towards me, that the General had no
alternative, but to order a Court of Inquiry into the business, and this, Lieut.
Colonel Faithfull did at a period he was actually corresponding with me
in terms of friendship and sincerity, and receiving from me presents of Oil
Paintings representing the Fall of Bhurtpore, the laborious works of my
own hands.

I have next aitached a Copy of the questions and answers given at the Court of
Inquiry (I), together with my reply to them, also certain documents produced at that

Prevarication

investigation, tending to shew a conspiracy against me, I have also attached marginal notes

andeontradictory to the replies of the witnesses, which when contrasted with those given at the Court Martial,

Evidence of the

Witnesses clearly discovers considerable prevarication in sheir evidence, extracts (J) of demi-official letters, are

proved.

Vide Commander in Chief’s order
dismissing two Native Ollicers, for
givoy a different evidence at a Court
of Inquiry to what they gave at a
Court Martial.

also annexed to these questions and answers.

In order to shew the impropriety of the witnesses giving a different
evidence at the Court Martial to what they gave at the Court of Inquiry,
(and which, I coneeive in justice, ought to exonerate me altogethér {from an
inferential charge) I have annexed an extract from a Gencral Order by His
Excellency the Commander in Chief (K) censuring such a practice in the
severest manner, and issued ouly a short time preceding my trial.

I next solicit your Honorable Court to peruse the proceedings of the Court Martial
(L), in doing which, I trust it may not be considered improper, my offering the following

elucidations of the same.
}‘em"?“ on the It had hitherto been the established custom in your Honorable Court’s Army, that when
o the an old officer like myself of upwards of twenty-four years standing, is to be tried by a Court
proceedings and Martial, that several Field officers of long standing, known talent, and experience, are selected
its errors. for the purpose, dnd particularly too in a case like mine, that requires a nice judgement to
define the separate merits of it. For example, for the trial of Captain Husband, H, M. 87th
Regiment, at the Bengal Presidency, on the 22nd of April, 1825, (an officer of only sixteen
years standing,) there were four very old Lieut.-Colonels, and three Majors, and the rest
all Captains; it will be seen by the proceedings of the Court Martial that I had not this
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advantage at my.trial, only one Lieut.-Colonel (the President) two Majors? nipe Captains, and
three Lieutenants, in. fact, four-fifth’s of the Members of the Court were junior in the service
to myself, and the President was not a field Officer of long standing, he had never been
President of a General Court Martial before, and very shortly after my-trial, was invalided.
"To these circumstances I bumbly conceive the errors the Court.committed in their proceedings,
are alone attributable. _ .

The charge on which I was tried too, has evidently beem very Lastily made out by the . -
Prosecutor, and on close examination manifestly confutes itself, inasmuch =as the first x:ount:;‘uein:t'“‘ég: tain
in it, (which is taken frem a privale nofe of mine te the Prosecuter’s Adjutant, Lieut. Holmes, Ficld actua?ly
and intended to prove falsehood on my part (is actually dated the 16th July, 1827. The last f'l"'futes itself, on
count in the charges is inferential, and imaginary, and states that the substance of the first, j;>>° examina-
was to “* exonerate” myself from the third share of the censure contained in a seprimand,
issued to the Committee by the Prosecutor, Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, and dated the 22nd of
July, 1827, after my private letter quoted in the first count had been written. How therefore
could it be to * exonerate” myself from that reprimand, which at the lime I wrote my private
note of the 16th July, had not even been thought of by the Prosecutor?

I now beg leave to solicit your Honorable Court’s attention to a view ‘of the evidence
exhibited on the face of the proceedings of the Court Martial, and which is extremely con-
tradictory and evasive, and does not accord with that. given at the Court of Inquiry, and it
will I trust be considered a strong presumptive proofin my favor, that the opinion Captain
Dunlop still held, at the third meeting.of the Committee (vide Lieut. Smith’s evidence at the
Court Martial) is stated by me to have been held at the first meeting, (vide first count of the
charge) which he now denies, this is another circumstance from which my irnocence of the .
charge may «charitably be presumed, but independant of this strong -evidence, the wery
contradictory evidence given by Captain Dunlop -and Lieut. Platt, relative to their reading Gross contradic-

my order on the subject of the Committee might perhaps be considered by impartial persons :ii:::eio““thh:‘%‘i’::

to.be conclusive. ; ) nesses.
The next circumstance is the réjection of my first Defence by the Court Martial, and Rejection of Cap-

which I now think was a great hardship; it touched on all the private and public documents ‘it Fields frst
in my possession of an exculpatory nature, it was all the presumptive proof I.could possibly court Martial b;
produce (for the privacy of the case prevented my having any other,) it was all that any man which means his
in the world conld possess, placed in so cruel a situation as I was. causewasdefeated
The Court allowed me to read this defence ‘to them, but when I attempted to read my
original documents by which alone its contents could be proved, I was completely silenced,
and the Court was immediately cleared,—and ou its re-opening, I was informed by the Judge
Advocate, Capt. Cook, that the Court could not receive my defence. I was 'then allowed till
twelve 0o’Clock the next day (a very short period) to make out another defence, I was
extremely ill at'the time, and quite inadequate to the task myself, I therefore applied to the
Judge Advocate, Captain Cook to assist me, when he took my defence, and struck :out all the
leading points that alluded to my documents and wrote the whole of ‘the prefatory part of my
second defence himself,-and which ke read to the Court. I did not at the time contemplate
that after my defence had been altered and in fact mutilated to please the Court, 'that they
would disckarge me the service. In fact, the Court séemed quite tenacious-that I.should say
any thing that might militate against the Prosecutor, or his witnesses. Although in the
defensive situation I was placed in, I was entitled by military law to do se. These mistakes
in the proceedings of -the Court must, I humbly :conceive, .be considered very great errors, as
those learned Commentators on Military Tribunals (Adye, Tytler and M‘Arthur,) allow full
scope to a Prisoner te impeach the mofives and conduct of the Prosecutor and his witnesses,
and which should have been permitted me at my Trial. o
. _Ido'not conceive that it was in my power -to .object to the formation:of ‘the Court, or to
challenge any of the Mcmbers of it, as being Junior in the service to myself.
I have annexed my rejected Defence (M) to the proceedings -of the Court' Martial for
your Honorable Court’s perusal, and which I'had the honor to forward for the consideration
of His Excellency the Commander.in Chief, on the 21th of January, 1825, ‘the day after th
D ;
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Court Martial had closed the Trial, but in all probability it reached bis Lordship too late to
afford me any benefit, 1received no acknowledgment of the said defence from the Adjutant
General, but it was sometime afterwards returned to me agreeably to my request.
Furthor interest Qn the 6th of Febroary following, I transmitted to his Excellency the Commander in
;};{;ﬁ}lh-cogwel Chief, a Memorial (N), bricfly shewing by its documents, the constant trouble I had with the
by bisendeavour. tWO Witnesses, Captain Dunlop, and Lieut. Platt and others, during the period of my com-
ing 'to produce mand at Moradabad ; alfo proving by certain communications between the Prosecutor, Lieut.
fresh chargesof a Colonel Faithfull (O) and a Major Wallington (P) that the Prosecutot had made a further
«:'g'ﬂ;:,"s'tn:’:f,';';y»_ effort to convert another private letter relative to a cerlain Havildar (SQ)inlo a similar charge
ing to convert Of falsehood against me, but failed in such attempt from an accidental circumstance; an
?';‘t’tbe{ tpl'i"ﬂte'explauation of this circumstance (R) is attached to the aforesaid Memorial, also Extracts
charge for ¢ false Of Letters from the Prosecutor (S) and his Adjutant, Lieut. Holmes. (T)
statements.” A service letter (U) written in the year 1815, to * Lieut. Field” from * Captain Faithfull”
‘is also attached to the said Memorial. . 4 .
However this said Memorial too with its documents evidently reached the Commander
An’ Chief's Camp after His Excellency had confirmed the Proceedings of the Court Martial,
and consequently shared the same fate as my rejected defence, for by a letter received from
Lieut.' Colonel Finch, Military Secretary 1o His Excellency (V) I am informed that His
Excellency could not ¢ discover” on the face of the Proceedings of the Court Martial any
improper motives on the part of the witnesses, and that consequently no further documents
could be required, that His Excellency had corfirmed the proceedings of the Court
Martial, that in consequence of the Court having recommended me to favour, His Excellency
would recommend Government to place me on the Pension Establishment. It was certainly
most true that His Excellency could not pérceive the improper and interested motives of the
Prosecutor and his witnesses on the proceedings of the Court Martial, for the Court would
not allow me to produce my documents, or to ques'idn the Prosecutor, by which alone, such
motives could have been proved.
Captain Field’s On receipt of the above-named calamitous communication announcing the total destruc-
:ﬁ:"‘ﬁuggﬁ;’mﬁ tion of myself and family, I thoaght perhaps that by addressing a letter to Colonel Finch (W)
Orphan Funds, and soliciting the Commander in Chiet’s consideration of my being a married man, that he might
which Funds he place me pursuant to his decree on the Invalid establishment instead of the Pension List, it would
;‘otd:;:ﬁg:’z‘};g at least have secured to my family the benefits of the Military and Orphan Vuands, until I could
years for the be- T€dch England, and lay the whole of my unfortunate case before your Honorable Court; I did
nefitofhis family. not receive an immediate reply to this communication. On the Gth of March following
I addressed a letter (X) to the Adjutant General of the Army, soliciting permission to proceed
to Calcutta, and to be allowed to take Copies of the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry and
Court Martial, to this communication also, I did not receive an immediate answer.
From this silence to my two last letters, and from the length of time that had elapsed
since my trial took place, and the sentence of the Court Martial not being then published,
I was quite at a loss what to conclude; and in consequence of which, I addressed another
letter, 21st March, 1828, (Y) to Colonel Finch again soliciting His Excellency the Commander
in Chief to take iuto his humane consideration the great losses my family had sustained in the
funds, from the hard sentence of the Court Martial, and at the same time stating my wish to
proceed to Europe for the purpose uf laying my case before your Honorable Court. -
On the 30th of March following I received a letter from my old Commanding Officer,
Lieut.-Colonel Commandant Nation, C. B. (an officer of great celebrity in your Honorable
Court’s Array (and whom I had been intimately acquainted with for 23 years past, and
particularly during the campaigns under the late Lord Lake) who hearing of the unfortunate
circumstance that attended me, kindly sent me a certificate of my zeal and attention to my
duty, and particularly whilst before Bhurtpore, and his entire approval of my conduct whilst
under bis command, which certificate is exhibited amongst those I have annexed to my Memorial.
Lieut. Colonel Commandant Nation’s certificate I immediately forwarded to Colonel
Finch for the perusal of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, in a letter bearing date the
30th March, 1828.(Z) '
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To this letter also, no reply was sent me, I had proceeded to Futteh Ghur with a view of
embarking on board a boat for the Presidency, but not being able to form any idea of the cause
of my letters not being replied to, I again addresset_i a letter dated 9th April, 1828, (a a) to
the Adjutant General of the Army, again soliciting His Excellency, the Commander in Chief’s
permission to proceed to the Presidency, (in the event of his Lordship having finally deter-
mincd on my case,) and to he allowed to take Copies of the proceedings of the Court of
Inquiry and Court Martial, the said letter also advanced much argument in defence of my
cause, and gave fwo cases where junior Officers had accused their Commander’s when no
witness but themselves were present, one of which was referred to His Majesty’s Council, and
decided in favor of the Commandant, whose deposition alone was received on oath and
considered a correct and decisive method ; the other case happened in my own Regiment in
1821, relative to two junior Officers in it, who accused the late Colonel Alexander Campbell of
JSoul play in a Gambling transaction ; the Colonel’s character and situation as Commanding
Officer was consi:lered, his deposition on oath taken before a Court Martial, and the two junior
Officers dismissed the service; this charitable protection of the law was not granted me in my
- case, I was placed in arrest, deprived of giving my deposition on oath, and even hindered
from making my defence in a proper manner, whilst the two junior Officers, Captain Dunlop
and Lieut. Platt, swore eagerly to the most exaggerated charges made out by the Prosecutor,
Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull; and founded on the assertions they themselves had advanced, by which
means, these two Officers not only materially benefitted themselves, but utterly ruined me in
your Honorable Court’s service. o ‘ ‘
The day after the dispatch of the letter above alluded, I reccived a letter from the
Adjutant-General of the Army (b b) conveying tome his Lordship’s sanction to my proceeding
to the Presidency, and stating that bis Lordship had actually recommended to Government
that I should be placed on the Pension Establishment. :
On the same day also, I reccived a letter from Colonel Finch, Military Secretary, dated
5th April, 1528, (¢ c¢) directin; me to make my application through the Adjutant-General for
the indulgence of proceeding to Europe, and intimating that his Lordship could not recommend
uny greater indulgence than placing me on the Pension Establishment, and which would shortly
appear in Orders.
Finding therefore that all further communication to His Excellency the Commander in
Chief on the subject of my case, was useless, I addressed a letter in reply to the Adjutant-
General’s last one, dated the 10th April, 1828, (d d) soliciting the Commander in Chief’s per--
mission to proceed to Europe, for the express purpose of submitting the hardship of my case
for the humane consideration of your Honorable Court, I also requested in the same letter
that my first, or rejected defence, might be returned to me.
Pursuant to the above communications I embarked at Futteh Ghur for the Presidency on
the 29th of April, 1828, and reacked that place on the 13th of June following, and there found
waiting for me a letter from the Adjutant-General, dated the 28th of April, 1828, (e €) which
letter gave cover to my first defence, and conveyed to me His Excellency’s the Commander in
Chief’s sagction to my applying to the proper authorities in Calcutta for permission to proceed
to England. )
On the 13th of June, 1828, (the day I reached the Presidency,) I addressed a letter to the
Judge Advocate General, Lieut.-Colonel Bryant, (f f) stating that I had received a letter from
the Adjutant General, coataining ivstructions to me to apply to him for a Copy of the pro-
ceedings of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial by which I was Tried. Greatdisappoint-
'The Judge Advocate General replied in a letter, dated the 13th of June, 1828, (g g) that font °£ncﬁ“§;§‘;g
a Copy of the proceedings of the Court Martial should be prepared for me, but that he had 10 a4 be could not
Court of Ioquiry, nor did ke conceive that any Officer would give me a Copy of that document obtain & Copy of
without the orders of the Commander in Chief. . I was much disappointed by this reply, as I the Proccodings
plainly foresaw I should be detained at the Presidency, and thereby put to a considerable yoquiry, at the
expence for want of the document in question, it was of the utmost smportance to me, as it Judge Advacate
clearly proved the discrepancy of the witnesses evidence by comparing it with their depositions fg‘:::;:‘, . gm{f;

sworn before the Court Martial. instructions ofthe
’ Adjutact General
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In consequence of which, and to prevent delay as much as possible, I addressed a lettcr
on the 16th June, 1828, (h'h) to His Excellency the Commander in Chief, stating the circum-
stance, and soliciting His Excellency’s sanction to my procuring an-attested Copy of that
document, and which method I censidered as most likely to ensare immediate success.

I a[l\so discovered on my reaching the Presidency than an order had been issued by the
Governor General in Council, dated the 23th April, 1828, (i i) transfering me to the Pension
Establishment pursuant to the recommendation of His Excellency the Commander in Chief.

On the 4th of August, 1828, I addressed 4 letter to the Right Honorable the Governot
General in Council, through the Military Secretary to Government, Lieut.-Colonel Com-
mandent Casement, C. B.. (j j) forwarding my Memorial and soliciting its early transmission
to your Honorable Court; at'the same time stated, that should his Lordship in Council be
most graciously pleased to take the kardship of my case into kind consideration, and extricate
me from tho calamitous circumstances I.laboured under, I should feel grateful to his Lordship
to the end of life. ,

In consequence of the Ship on which I bad engaged my. passage being on the eve of
sailing ;—on the 12th of August 1828, I addressed a letter (k k) to the Military Secretary to
(Government, stating the circumstance and soliciting to know if my memorial and documents
were to be forwarded to your Henorable Court agreeably to my humble request, -or if any
consideration of the circumstances therein sef forth, could be afiorded me in India, to which
I received an immediate reply from the Military Secretary (1 1) informing me that my Memorial
was then before Government, and as'the papers were voluminous, some time would necessarily
bé required, for their attentive perusal and consideration, and onthe 16th August, 1828, 1
received another communication(m m) frem the Military Secretary (‘Council Chamber,),
iatimating to me the Governor General's most gracious intention of forwarding my Memorial
10 your Honorable Couit, by an early opportunity.

In consequence of my baving addressed His Excellency the Commanderin Chief, on the
16th of June, 1828, (before alluded 'to.) I received an incomplete Copy of the Court of Inquiry
from Lieut. Birch, afficiating Deputy Judge Advocate General, by erder of His Excellency the

‘ ‘Commander in Chief, dated the 29th of July, 1828, (n n,) the circumstance of this document
Ahothet 'great heing incomplete, was another very great disappointment to me, the Ship was about to leave
;’;’%‘;’;‘;L‘;ﬁ"ﬁ‘;b-'the harbour on which I had taken my passage, I was compelled to embark without my having
the Conrt of In- Obtained a perfect Copy of the above named document, and which I anticipated would
quiry Proceed- gmbarrass me in fresh difficulties on my reaching England, for want of .substantial proof to my
;,';ﬁtsebe"‘g ineon Memorial ; in consequence of which, I addressed a second letter te his Excellency the

. Coemmander in Chief (o 0)expressing my unfeigned thanks for his Lordship’s mest gracious
‘compliance with my wishes, in granting. permission for ‘'my being furnished with-a Copy of
‘the proceedings of the Couttof Inquiry; at. the same time ‘stated my regret that the said
‘document was not complete, and again seolicited His Lordship’s kind aid to cause itto be
tendered so. I also wrote alettet the same day to Lieut. Birch, wfliciating Deputy Judge
Advocate General, Meerut division'(p p) in reply to his, in which I :stated that the evident
object of His Lordship would be completely defeated, were any portion-of the Court of Inquiry
proceedings detained from me, ‘a Copy of which letter I enclosed to his Lordship.

Having obtained the hecessary Uertificate from the Pay department(q q) shewing thero
were no demands against me in that-offico, ‘also one from the AcvountantGeneral, Military
Department, (r r) proving ‘that I had -declined receiving any pay or allowances since the
15th of April, 1828, (the day I was struck ‘off the strength of the Army,) until my case should
be brought te the mnotice of your Honerable Court, also ‘a ‘Certificate {from ‘the Military
Secretary to Government, (5 s) shewing that 1 had obtained the sanction of the supreme
Government to proceed to Europe. ‘ : : ‘

{ embarked on the Private Ship, Alaerity, paying the whole of the expences for my
passage myself, I reached the Cape of Good Hope, on the 6th of December, 1528, and sailed
from thence ofl the 23rd of that month, on swhich day I received a very extraordinary letter

“from Lieut. Birch, officiating Deputy Judge Advocate General (t't) which had been brought
by some Ship from Bengal, forwarding to me the documents belonging to the Court of Inquiry
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Proceedings, which before he had omitted to send. A Copy of Lieut. Birch’s letter, I felt it a
duty I owed to myself, to forward for the perusal of His Excellenc%; the Commander in Chief,
(accompanied with my observations thereon) in a letter dated the 23rd December, 1828. (u u)

1 have now shewn to' yon, Gentlemen, the substance of the papers contained in the
Appendix, by which your Honorable Coourt will readily perceive that ‘this mass of corres-
pondence is simply to prove that the heavy and cruel charges brought against me by the
Prosecutor, Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, entirely hinges on-the two witnesses, Captain Dunlop
and Lieut. Platts, saying there was ® no discussion” at the meeting of a Committee whom [
as their Commanding Officer, bad myself ordered to take place the day previous to the one it
met,—and had in that very Order explained in the most clear, simple, and ¢oncise manner, the
exact duty they had to perform; they acknowledye to have read that order at the very meeting
alluded to in the charge, they could have no excuse for not adhering to it had they been
inclined to do s0; but they disputed the meaning of the General Order, from which I had
extracted mine, and thought that I had misinferpreted the meaning of it in my Detachment
Order, as stated in my reply to the Court of Inquiry: my order conveyed my opinion, they
acted in opposition to both my opinion ard my Order; Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt both o
declarcd at the Court of Inquiry, that they did read my Order at the first meeting of the Frevarication of
Committee, and have also said that it was overlooked. At the Court Martial, Captain Dunlop clce,,.‘f;' i
has denied the assertion he made at the Court of Inquiry, and sworn that he did not read my
Order, at the meeting of the Committee above named, and Lieut. Platt’s evidence at the
Court of Inquiry states, that we all three entertained one opinion, which opinion is proved
to be incorrect by that day's proceedings, and in direct opposition to my own Order; again
Lieut. Platt states at the Court Martial that he knew my Order to be correct, but that his
atteation was engaged, this is the excuse bhe offers for not obeying my Order, and yet it will
be scen by the Proceedings of the Court Martial that when his attention was awakened to
the sense and tenor of my Order, by the words * admissible, or * inadmissible,” being put to -
him, he did not scruple to vote in opposition to the instructions contained in that Detachment
Order, because he manifestly thought in unisor with Captain Dunlop, that my Order was an
incorrect interpretation of the General Order. on the same subject, and which Lieut. Smith
has sworn at the Court Martial, that Captain Dunlop did argue at the third meeting of the
Committee. :

These two witnesses have also laboured to insinuate that I united with them in opposition
to my own order; issued by myself only a few hours before the Committee met. I did niot do .
s0, I mentioned to them that I conceived my Order was a correct interpretation of the General
Order ; they thought otherwise, it was then put to the vote (as appears by the Proceedings of
the Court of Inquiry and Coart Martial,) and they voted an opinion opposite to that stated
in the said Order. In consequence of\the privacy of the transaction, I cannot prove by
positive evidence ; the bare circumstance of my pointing out to them the intent and spirit of
mywwn Order, and on this simple and trifling circumstance alone, the whole and every part
of the charges against me hinges; although I trust it must he considered inconsistent with
sound reasoning and common sense fo suppose, that a man sits quietly down, and hears his
orders and opinions contradicted, and acted against, without saying a single word; but the
Witnesses bave declared that such was the case; in doing which they have gone thtough a
series of contradiction of their own assertions, I could not possibly have any thing but pre-
sumptive proof to shew my innocence of the charge: that proof I have sliewn to your
Honorable Court, and I humbly conceive it is of the -most powerful nature that could be
adduced under such trying circumstances, I have also shewn to your Honorable Court the
enmity of the witnesses towards me; and I have humibly to state, that it has hitherto been
the custom in all British armies for Court’s Martial in such peculiar cases as mine to acquit a
Commanding Officer when accused by junior Officers, who are to derive an immediate benefit
from his expulsion, and particularly too when the substance of the charge, after being divested
of all malconstruction, amounts to nothing. , :

It was not a subject that demanded the serious interference of a Court Martial, it was
not for the benefit of your Honorable Court’s service that this matter was brought forward by

B . ’
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the Prosecutor ; but too apparently hurled at me as a weapon of destruction, and resorted
* to by the parties, only from the most interested motives. : ‘

"Thesg counsiderations which the purest reason in its calmest state must, I humbly con-
ceive, deem applicable to my case, were not likely to strike less forcibly on the minds of the
witnesses alluded to, who kad realized the case to themselves, who. felt all the anxieties of

The cause of the an intimate concern in the scene, and were impressed with a strong conviction of imminent
:"&';:‘e:'g;‘;g danger from the least disclosure of any opposition to their Commanding Officer.

pointed out. At the same time, it must be deeply considered that they were in a great measure driven

' , to such an extremity by the violent and extraordinary measures adopted by the Prosecutor,
Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, in his letters of the 8th and 10th of September, 1827.

I should not have taken the liberty of judging so freely of the motives of the Prosecutor and
his witnesses, had it not been that the harshest, the most forced, and unnatural constructions,
have been affixed to my motives; set forth in the charge.against me by the Prosecutor, and

] . which is stated to. be by order of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, although it is
zl‘d" B“,sﬂlditg;r perfectly cleur and visible that my Trial was occasioned solely by the Prosecutor’s writing
of inctrations. . his two letters of the 8th and 10th of September, 1827, for the perusal of Major General Sir
to the Court of Thomas Reynell, applying the most unmeasured and even gross language towards me,
1nquiryh Whichu':t The Prosecutor has also magnified it into an enormous crime, my not having reported to
onuse of the trial. him the dissent of the two witnesses from -my opinion and my order, and produced at the
Page 2 Court Martial a number of common place letters to prove that I did not do so. I most

4 respectiully beg leave to state to your honourable Court that during the whole course of my

services, 1 bave never seen it done, and I affirm to your Honorable Court that it is not the

custom of any British army to do so. For instance, I can even prove to your Honorable .

Court (beyond the shadow of a doubt) and which is given to me under the respectable

signature of * an Officer of high character and long standing in your Honorable Court’s

army, that the Court of Inquiry that investigated my cas€ did actually consider that there

appeared at the time, strong symptoms of a conspiracy against me, and yet no mention is

made of it on the face of their proceedings. If the Prosecutor really did think it so

great a crime my not reporting the dissent of the Members from my opinion when I forwarded

the Rolls to him for his counter-signature as ‘commanding the Regiment. How came it that

he signed those very Rolls, without expressing at the time his disapprobation of them; and

Vide Proceed- transmitted them himself in that incorrect state to the Adjutant General of the Army? It

;{ig’ of the Court wag on their being refurned from the Adjutant General’s Office; and then only, that he

artinl, pageS® declared I had been guilty of a great crime, though in fact he had actually done the same.
thing himself, and the identical Rells are now in my possession to prove so. T

In concluding this subject, I cannot help lamenting the very great delay that has taken
place throughout this business; it will be seen by the charge against me, that the circumstances
alluded to, occurred in the months of May, June, and July, 1827. The Court of Inquiry into
it did not take place until the 10th of October, 1827, and the Court Martial on the 18th of
January, 1828; altogether a period of about nine months, before the subject was decided on,
and the sentence only published in April, 1823; thus a whole year had elapsed before I
{vas acquainted with the hard fate that awaited me, and the great distance I was situated at,
from His Excellency the Commander in Chief, after the Court Martial had closed. its
procecdings, was probably the cause of the mistakes that occurred in furnishing me with a
Copy of the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, and occasioned delay in the transmission
of my letters on the subject to His Excellency’s Military Secretary, and the Adjutant General,
as in all probability His Excellency had confirmed the proceedings of the Court Martial, and
sent them off to the Presidency without a knowledge of the facts relating to the charge.

13th August, 1828.

# Extract. * After that, was in hopes of hearing again from you, with the opinion of Mr. Turton, but I conclude he is

waiting for the perusal of the Court of Inquiry, it is altogether a most iniguitous business, and I have heard gyen n[rom

one of the Members of the Court of Inquiry that their appeared during that investigation very strong of a

conspiracy against you”! N.B. I did ot consult Mr. Turton in Calcutta, baving changed my inton{lons andeefrained
from taking the advice of Couusel until I reached England. : . .
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I have now endeavoured as briefly as possible to sketch from the Appendix to my
Memorial .for your Honorable Court’s perusal, an outline of the cruel and distressing
circomstances that have led to my degradation from your Honorable Court’s service ;.a
service in which I had passed twenty-four years of uninterrupted prosperity. This degra-
dation too, has been produced from-matter of the most frivial and unimportant nature; and
which was magnified into a crime of the deepest dye by the Prosecutor, Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull, and I regret extremely that I should have been compelled to use the private
correspondence of the Prosecutor and his witnesses; but in the defensive step I have been
Jorced to take, I bumbly trust your Honorable Court will perceive, that 1 had no other
alternative, the Prosecutor having converted a private letter of mine to his Adjutant, Lieut.
Holmes, which was written in a careless moment of ‘confidence into the substance of a charge
against me, and the said private letter was handed about too amongst the witnesses until they
had all united in contradicting the subject of it, as appears on the face of the proceedings of
the Court Martial. , . R

Under these unbappy circumstances I humbly present myself to your notice, I take it for
grarted, that when His Excellency the Comniander in Chief confirmed the Proceedings of the
Court Martial, that he was unacquainted with many of the circumstances contained in these
papers, in consequence of their having been rejected by the Court Martial, I have therefore
now produced them for your Honorable Court’s humane consideration. of my case. I have
been utterly ruined in my prospects in life, I have been severely injured in my character and
feelings, and whatever may have been my errors (if indeed any can be found throughout this
business,) they surcly have not merited a punishment, than which, a heavier, could not possibly
have been awarded to the most abandoned and unprincipled character, that was ever arraigned
before a military tribunal; and that too, for a supposed and artificial crime, of which I feel
conscientiously innocent. ‘ , ‘ o

I therefore implore you, Gentlemen, to view with an eye of compassion the real sufferings
of myself, and of my family, and that you will graciously condescend to take my case into
your humane consideration, and restore me to my late situation in your service. I have served
you, Gentlemen, faithfully for a. series of years. My services kave even been acknowledged
by your supreme Government in India, and I have now returned to my native land expressly
to make this appeéal to the mercy, wisdom, and justice, of your Honourable Court, and to
whom I feel confident, no injured man ever appealed in vain.

: I have the honor to remain,
Gentlemen,
With the greatest respect, ., : .
Your most obedient and devoted
humble Servant,
22nd April, 1829. : G. B. P. FIELD.
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APPENDIX.

CERTIFICATES.
No. 1. (A)

Copy of ‘a Certificate 'x‘-ec‘:eived‘ ﬁ'om Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. late in
L command of the Meerut division of the Army.

L ) Although the circumstances arising out of a difference between Captain
Field and Dunlop of the 23rd Native Infantry, suggested to me the expediency of recom-
mending that the former Officer should be removed from the command at Moradabad, which he
held in right of being Senior Officer of the left wing of the Corps stationed there, and that
Captain’ Dunlop should be transferred to a Company at Almorah, still I think it but just to
state, that during ‘a period of about twenty months that Captain Field commanded at
. Moradabad, I had no cause to consider him either deficient in zeal, or a general knowledge of
his duty. In the month of November, 1826, I visited that station and made an inspection of
the wing of the 23rd Regiment, which I found in good order, nor can I recollect to have had
any bcc;asion fo find fault with any thing at the station over which Captain Field had
controul. i N
. His fault has been a want -of correct judgment, and concilatory manner in his treatment
of, and intercourse with the European Officers, making them hostile in their feelings towards
him, and thus occasioning disagreement and reference to higher authority. -
. Captain Field commanded one of the Grenadier Companies of the 23rd Native Infantry
in my division at the assanlt of the North East Angle of Bhurtpoor, and upon that occasion
as well as during the Seige, I have cause to believe that he did his duty as a zealous and
good Officer. ‘ _ 4
. Given under my hand at Cawnpoor, the 17th day of November, 1827,
' (Signed) . THOMAS REYNELL,
_ Major General,
Late in command of the Meerutt Division.

N.B. The above Certificate from Sir Thomas Reynell, was entered on the proceedings
of the Court Martial.

No. 2.

Copy of a Certificate received from Major General Sir Jasper Nicolls, K. C. B. commanding
the Meerutt division of the Army.

I hereby Certify that Captain G. B. Field, of the 23rd Native Infantry,
served under my command at the Assault of Almorah, and the reduction of Kumaon in 1813,
and I kad every reason to be satisfied with his conduct during that service. v
(Signed) J. NICOLLS,

Major General.
Meerutt, 16th February, 16828, ,

N.B. This was not received in time to be produced at the Court Martial, but was on its receipt
: forwarded to His Excellency the Commander in Chief.
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No. 3.
Extract of a letter from Brigadier J. Amold Commanding in Rahilcund, dated 23rd August,
1819, to the address of Major Watson, Deputy Adjutant-General of the Army.

In adverting to Captain Field, he appears in my humble judgment and.
experience, to be an intelligent and smart Officer, and has in addition to the abilities he
possesses as an atlentive and gallant regimental Officer, the valuable talent of surveying and
making able fopographical sketches of infinite use in.all situations with an Army. ‘

N.B. This was entered on the proceedings of the Court Martial.

No. 4, . _
Copy of a Certificate received from Major General Sir John Arnold, K. C. B. Commanding
T the Sangor division of the Army.

This is to certify that Captain G. B. P. Field of the 23rd Regiment of

Native Infantry, served under my command in 1809, (the Campaign in Boondalcund) and again
daring my command in Rahilcund in 1818-19, in each period of which I was highly satisfied and
ratified with his conduct as an able, very intelligent, and industrious Officer, performing all
gis duties in a gentlemanlike manner, and whose sentiments I had opportunities of appreciating

and approving of.
(Signed) J. ARNOLD,

o Major General, &c.
Sangor, Central India, April, 1828.
N.B. This Certificate did not arrive in time to be produced at.the Court Martial.

No. 5. ‘ "
Copy of a Certificate received from Lieut.-Colonel Commandant, S. Nation, C. B.

. This certifies that Captain G. B. Field, of the 23rd Regiment served under
oy command about eight months in 1825-6, during which time I found him attentive in the
performance of his duaty, and particularly so during the Seige, and at the Storm of Bhurtpoor,
and T have every reason to be satisfied with his conduct as being a zealous and gaod

Officer. : ‘
- (Signed) 8. NATION,
. Lieut.-Col. Commandant,
. - Late in command of the 23rd Regiment, N. L.
Secrora, March 21st, 1828, :
N.B. This Certificate was not received in time to be produced at the Court Martial, but was
on its receipt forwarded to His Excellency the Commander in Chief.

No. 6. ’
Copy of a Certificate from Lieut.-Colonel Comyn, commanding 24th Regiment N, I.

: I have much pleasure in committing to paper, that since I have had the
pleasure of being made known to Captain G. B. P. Field, late of the 23rd Native Regiment,
now some years, I have always been made to understand that hé was an upright and honorable
man and that I bad never heard any aspersions thrown out against his character, to be injurious
either to himself or the Honorable Company’s service, :

: (Signed) P. T. COMYN,
: Lieut.-Colonel,
Commanding 24th Regiment, N. I,
Cawnpoor, 23rd April, 1828. ‘ ‘ '
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No. 7.
Copy of a letter received from Major Hearsey, at Bareilly, dated 23rd March, 1828.

My deay Field, o :

Although I do not think myself competent in giving my judgment in your
case, yet as an impartial observer after having duly seen the Proceedings of the Court of
Inquiry, and the charges produced by your Commanding Officer, and the process of the Court
Martial; the whole leans on a most frivolous basis, and a mere word, discussion, is held up as
the front of all your offending. 'The whole accusation is inferential, unjust, and the means to
bring it forward very ungentlemanlike. Your private documents to the Adjutant are brought
forward to criminate you, and you are not allowed to produce the private correspondence
Jrom the Adjutant, to vindicate the imputation only brought inferentially against you.

- In the eye of the law the greatest crime you have committed is permitting yourself as
President of the Committee, to be biassed to the opinion of the plurality of the Members
composing it, the blame lays to them, as the order you issued in the order book on the subject
is distinct, concise, and to the purpose, and a child could not mistake the meaning of it, the two
witnesses have said one thing at the Court of Inquiry, and another thing at the Court Martial,
but when it was known to your commanding Oflicer thatl both those Gentlemen were not upon
good terms with you, and had made frivolous complaints against you, it appears strange that
they should be brought forward as witnesses, when in fact they were the gutlty persons, as the
acknowledge in their answers, and you had fully stated your opinion in the order book, the
greatest crime that could be in such case laid upon your shoulders is error in judgment, and
the Lord knows from the kighest to the lowest, that we are not infallible. :

From your private documents there seems to be a conspiracy against you, if this is wtll
investigated it will go hard against Faithfull, and his associates, and may dismiss them the
service. : : —

To a person of your standing in the Army and who has hitherto given satisfaction, and
fully done the duty which has fallen to your share, to the satisfaction of yeur superior General
Officers, this latter atlempt to irjure your character must be very grating, but I feel confident
if properly investigated that you will rise higher in the estimation of your brother Officers, and
the stigma so wantonly thrown by Faithfull (for what motives he knows best) on you, will be
entirely thrown off, and you will return to the service, and have a chance to raise up to that
rank to whick we all look forward as a means of competency hereafter. ,

The modern speciality introduced into the manner of the youth of the present date requires
more reserve towards them, as a Commanding Officer, and bad you been more distant and strict
to those two Gentlemen, this would never have occurred.

For these twelve or fourteen years past since I had the pleasure of becoming acquainted
with you, the impression of your conduct in the minds of the Native Soldiers of your Corps,
your being beloved by them, shews more than any thing I can state in your favor.

‘Wishing you speedy justice, and which I have no doub? you will get,

I remain, o
Your sincere friend and well wisher,
' H. G. HEARSEY,
Major.

[}

Bareilly, 23rd March, 1828.

No. 8.

Copy of a Certificate received from A. Webster, M. D. Assistant Surgeon, 2nd Extra
Regiment, N. I. at Futteh Ghur, April 19th, 1828,

. The undersigned has known Captain G. B. Field intimafely for the last
three years and a balf, more particularly during a passage in the same Ship from the Cape
of Good Hope to Calcutta, and he can honestly, certify that during that time he has never
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known or observed any thing in Captain Field’s conduct to detract from the character of an
Officer and a Gentleman; on the contrary, the undersigned, has always looked upon him as

a man of the strictest and most honorable principles.
(Signed) A. B. WEBSTER, M.D.
Assistant Surgeon,
2nd Extra Regiment, N. 1.

Futtch Ghur, 12th April, 1828.

No. 9.
Copy of a Certificate received from R. Terraneau, Esq. Assistant Revenue Surveyor, Camp
Pheenah, 13th January, 1828.

I do hereby upon my honor declare and certify to all to- whom it may
concern, that I have known Captain Field since his arrival at the station of Moradabad, that
I have been in the habit of meeting him frequently in society, where he kas always conducted
himself like a Gentleman, and that I have ever found him to be to my family and myself,
kind, civil, and obliging to the greatest degree.

. (Signed) ROBERT TERRANEAT,

h . Assistant Revenue Surveyor.

Camp Pheenah, 13th January, 1828,

No. 10. . : . .
Extract of a Letter from H. Nelson, Esq. Revenue Surveyor, Camp, 17th January, 1828,

I assure you my dear Field, that it is want of health and the suffering of a
bad complaint alone that prevents my instant attendance with you, and I hope you will not
be offended at my inability to comply with your wishes. Were I called on to state what I
know of you during the year and a half I have known you, I could with justice and truth
swear, that I never knew you guilty of any ‘action that would cause a Gentleman to blush:
I wish you safe passage through your trial and every happiness, ‘

’ . And remain, my dear Field,
Your’s sincerely,
* HOR. NELSON.

L3

No.11. ’ .
Copy of a Certificate received from Major VIVlorsley, Commanding 53rd Regiment, N.I.
- Bareilly.

The undersigned has been acquainted with Captain G. B. Field, on the
Bengal Establishment for some years, and particularly intimate with hiin at Bareilly in 1819,
where he was stationed with his Corps; the undersigned then held the situation of Brigade
Major to the troops in Rahilcund, and he can faithfully and- honestly declare that Captain
Field performed his duty during that time with zeal and attention ; moreover the undersigned
has always considered bim as a man of good and honrorable principles,

(Signed) -T. WORSLEY,
‘ Major,
' Commanding 53rd Regiment, N. L.
Bareilly, July 4th, 1828, ’ N '
No. 12,

Copy of a Certificate received from N. J. Halhed, Esq. Judge of Moorshedabad.

' In the year 1826, I became acquainted with' Captain G. B. Field, then of.
the 23rd Regiment, N, 1. on the Bengal Establishment, he being there in Command of a
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Detachment of Troops at Moradabad, of which station I then held the appointment of Civil .
Judge :—an official and private intercourse of some months enables me to assert my belief
that he is @ man of good and honorable principles. : :
, (Signed) - N. J. HALHED,
o 2nd Judge of Moorshedabad, Provisional Court of Appeal, and
- Supernumery Member Revenue Board for Lower Provinces.
Calcutta, July 25th, 1828, - : :

No. 13. .
Extract of General Orders by the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, relative
N to the conquest of Kumaon and Almora, in the Napaul Country, dated Futteh Ghur,
_ ‘3rd May, 1815. A ' :
* Now Captain Lieut. Field * and Purvis of the 4th Regiment, with Lieut. Bell and Wilson

Field. .of Artillery are also mentioned, in strong ferms of commendation.

» To all these officers the Governor General offers his sincere applause, as
likewise to all the other officers, (Native as well as European,) non-commissioned officers and
men, who have so becomingly supported the character of the British Army in this laborious

service.
(Signed) : J. ADAM,
Secretary to Government.
EXTRACTS.
. . . (B
No. 1. .

Extracts of Letters from Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, Lieut. Adjutant Holmes, and Lieut. Bean,
: - Numbered from1to19.

L cL Almorah, 20d May, 1827.
N.B. Tho whote MY dear Field, .
of these Extracts “ What you say of your Adjutant does not at all surprise me, Faithfull
wore attached to hinted as much to me and others more than once, and particularly to Moule; you will be
o ‘;l"s‘ def?““ie perhaps somewhat astonished to hear that the Adjutant General is acquainted in some degree
ed by the Gourt With his character, and when F mentioned him to Watson to be appointed Adjutant to your
at my Trial. Wing, he said *“ Is this the person you wish to appoint, who deserted his Company when
* Faithfull, going on service.” 'F * answered that he had the greatest dislite in appointing the Chap, not
knowing any thing of him, bat as he had not promised the Adjutancy to any one, and it being
at the particular request of his old friend, Colonel Stevenson, why ke could not refuse,” He
was sorry afterwards-for giving it to such a fellow, but he could not.break his- word
when once given.” I can: well imagine 'his paying more attention to his Horses than his
duty, and I don’t envy you the Command with such a precious Staff.” 1 rather think the
Sepoys have been telling F. about Platt’s violent temper with the men, as I am sure no one
here ever mentioned it, at least that I know of; even * Cock was obliged to check him once
or twice, on account of his violence with the poor Sepoys, and it has been mentioned to me
fifty times by the men of my Company, so much on the subject, )
Your’s sincerely,
(Signed) _J. HOLMES.

# Major Cock
23rd Regiment.

Remark,—Surely if such was the opinion of Colonel Faithfull and his Adjutant,
regarding Lieut. Platt’s character, Colonel Faithfull ought not in justice to have brought



21

him forward as a witness against Captain Field, to whom he well knew Lieut. Platt had been

bebaving ill, whilst under Captain Field’s Command. This Letter too, giving such an

account of Lieut., Platt’s character was written in the very month the busjness of the -
Committee happened.

Na.2. Almorah, 19th June, 1826.

My doar Flel(”l,‘he Sepoys who joined some days ago, I mean the old ones, say that your
Staff is wonderfully improved to what he was at Ally Ghur. Your lecture has been of more
service than I could possibly imagine, considering the Tools you have fo manage.

I dare say he is in a great passion about my being made Adjutant. He will never get a
Staff appointment in the Corps while we have our present Commandgnt, provided any one else
is able to £l it. ' , ) )

) Your's sincerely, .
(Signed) N J. HOLMES.
Remark.—This_also shews Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s impression of Lieut. Platt’s
character.

No.3. , ,
Almorah, 2nd July, 1823,
‘My dear Field, Lo :
, "7+ Another circumstance which gives me much pleasure is bringing refractory , ;. .\ piae.
people to their senses, without flattery I really think you have had more forbearance With, the )
Gentleman (your Staff *) than | possibly could imagine, and on the whole you did right in not
bringing the business before Faithfull, from humanity as well as other causes, which I am now
persuaded would be of injury to bim in his_prospects, I now hope he will give you no more
trouble, at the spme time, I certainly would not confide foo much to him.
‘ ; Your’s very sincerely,
(Signed) J. HOLMES.

Remark.—This shews -that I hehaved with great forbearance to Lieut. Platt from
motives of * humanity,” by net bringing his conduct to the notice of Colonel Faithfull, and
but ill accords with the charge given’against me for malice, &c. &c. by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull.

" No.4.

My decar Field, ' : . o
I am sorry to find Cooper is so bad in not paying his Basaar debts, also
beating the public servants, &c. I have two or three times written to him on the subject of
ill using the natives, I hope he does not follow a bad example which you have checked so » Licut, Platt.
effectually in another guarter.* He was not giving to thrashing his servants when before Bhurt-
poor, neither did he play such pranks with the men as it appears he is now guilty of, Your
forbearance is certainly more than the gererality of Commanding Officers would put up with,
and I consider him-a fortunate chap, in being under yoy, instead of Faithfull, otheryise he'd
in a very short time be out of the Service.. Do you think my writipg to him would be of any
service? I might say the Colonel has correspondents amongst the Sepoys, who inform him of
what goes on, &c. oo

Almorah, 19th July, 1826.

- "Your's ever sincerely, )
| (Signed) . J. HOLMES. -
Remark.—This is a further proof of my having behaved with lenity and forbearance

to the Officers under my Command, who had been constantly mishebayng.
C e ; i
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full.
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No. 5.
L © Almorah, 29th July, 1826.° "
My deaf Field, - g

I have mentioned to F.* a part of your Letter with respect to Cooper, and
his Horses, Establishment, &c. He remarked you'shewed a great deal of forbearance, &c. and
said if you at any time thought proper to deprive him of his Companies for misconduct in not
writing for them, he’d of course confirm your proceedings, being convinced you would not deal
unjustly towards any one. So that if advice fails to have the desired object, do as. you think
proper in that particular, ) L ’
e ' “ ~ " Yourssincerely,, . .. .
(Sigoed) , . J. HOLMES, " .

oot

Remark;—When 1 gquestioned Lieut. Holmes at the. Court Martial, .relative te Colonel
Faithfull baving declared that * 1 would not deal unjustly towards any one,” he pretended at
Jirst he did not recollect it,. and when I produced his Letter in Court and shewed it to him,
the Court said the question was inapplicable, and forced me to withdraw Lieut. Holmes’s
Letter, and thus I was hindered from using my documents in an{ way, and the privacy of the
matfer, not admitting 'of my having a witness on my side, I was prevented by the Court,
from proving any thing I said in my defence. -

A

No.6. : ‘
. : ‘ . ... Almorah, 5th"August, 1826.
My dear Field, L : N

_ ' . .Here is a note for .Cooper. which :if you approve of, give it ofisend it
wafered, if you think it will not answer the purpose intended, destroy it; as its useless throwing
Pearls to Swine, -~ L T A T PR o e Ve T

Yoy will always Jé backed by: Faithfull,: as he says you have shewh-a great deal
of lenity to C., 1 have certainly taken his part, deeming it consistent with your behaviour
towards him, and from what I observed. in your private Letters relative to C. and others, let
me know your opinign, as I'd be sorry to say or.do.any thing to interfere with your Orders or
intentions, with respect to Cuoper, you. knowing of course¢ the. best mode to be adopted

[ 4

towards'the unlucky sheiks.” =~ ",

Your's ever éincere‘ly;‘ .
(Signed) J. HOLMES. :

Remark.—This. Letter-is also a proof of my general character and behaviour towards
the Officers under me. ; A

[ .
] . Lo Y f FHR LN

L : ¢ " - Almorali, 6th' August, 1826,

My dear Field,- - = -~ o Lo now T T AP

B ** The last Letter reteived from Dunlop, was dated I believe Dinapoor, you

may therefore expett him by the beginning of October, You will not, I believe find D. very

active as-a drill or any thing else; I daré say, he has not given bis mind to study Torren’s
since he left the 7th,when1did. = -~~~ =~ "7 o ST

RN
LECEEANY

<

PR RN [

~ Your's sincerely,
(Signed) J. HOLMES.
3 B D I ! S L T [T .’l e
* Remark .~This Letter shews wﬁat‘i,‘haﬂ taexpect from baptaln Dunlop, independent
of my own knowledge of hiti for sixteen years past.”
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No. 8.
Almorah, 15th August, 1826.

Field, _ . . ) o
My dear Fie You will be strong when Dunlop joins, I do’n't think however he will be in
acquisition with respect to a knowledge of Torren’s New Exercise. i
ot ~Your’s very Sincerely,
(Signed) J. HOLMES.

Remark~-This Extract is exactly a duplicate of the preceding one, and plainly shews
the character Captain Dunlop held in the Regiment regarding duty matters.

! (3

No. 9. .
Almorah, 5th September, 1826, ;
My dear Field, = - . . )

~% v Y am héartily ‘glad to find Cooper’s reformation, your Staff mentions ina
letter to Bean, he is wonderfully improved, he hints at some adyice given $o C. by self, a pretty
fellow to give advice certainly.”He s .l,),ggil'nning his tﬂd tricks ggain, Faithfull declares tha.t.’sf )
a complaint i3 made of P.* he'will play the devil with him, P. is no favonrite of the Colonel’s; * Lieut. Platt.
on the contrary, he cannot bear him, considering him in the light of an ill tempered, sulky
Jellow and selfish to boot. """ h ' ‘

Your’s sincerely, )
s oarw s (Signed) weiit i3 HOLMES,

e R : Y T R SR VI Y WE A ITTY IS SRV I P & 3

Remark.—This Lettdr also shiews; that it Was not fair or proper, in Lieut.<Colonel Faithfull

bringing forward Lieut. Platt as a witness against Captain Field, whose conduct and character
is described as above, both by his Adjutant Lieut. Holmes and himself. P

No. 10. S o S
RS R e ~ 7' Almorah, 22nd July, 1827.
My dear Fjgld, . . )
" "As'I wrote you some time ago so it has turned out you will perceive by
the accompanying Public, a great part of which is an extract from the A. G. letter that you
and the Members are accused of want of .common attention, &c.

Your's sincerely,
(Signed) - J. HOLMES.

Remark.—By the above letter it is evident that Lieut. Holmes and myself had com-
municated on the subject of the Pension Roll Committee which first sat in the month of May
preceding, ! some timé"” prior {0 the above date; and in all probability such communication on
my part was made at the time ibe Rolls relating to the first Meeting of the Committee were
forwarded, although Lieut. Holmes lias sworn- I-‘made none whatever, but I did not keep a
single Copy of my private communications'to Lieut.' Holmes,"and' many of his t6 me'weére lost
or destroyed, and indeed all the foregoing onés were accidentally preserved,  having Taid in‘a
corner of my room as waste paper, not conceiving-they would ever be of the least use to me.
Lieut. Holmes bas also sworn that the first communication I made on the subject of the
Comnmittee was dated the 10th July last, and that the incorrect'Rolls éighteed in number
accompanied it, though it will be seen by the Proceedings of the Court Martial that the Rolls
were ouly returned.to Head Qaarters of the: Régimént frotnCalcutta on 'the 21st-dr'd2nd July,
they -could not have been sent:to -and froni Calcutta-in ten days, whén thé asual period in the
rainy season from Almorah to the Presidency and back again is at least forty days transmis-

s}on by the post; thus the fallacy of Lieut. Holmes’s deposition on this point is plainly
shewn.
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No. 11.

Ext__ragts from Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s letters to correspond witn the original documents.

. Almorah, 13th June, 1826.
My dear Field '
Ysou have anticipated my wishes completely, and I beg you will accept my
best thanks for your ready compliance to my wishes on all occasions, and it will afford me
much pleasure to have it in my power ta do any thing for you, ;
: ' Your’s ever sincerely,

(Signed) ‘ © W. C. FAITHFULL.
Remark,—This at once shews that I always did my best to please Lieut. Colonel
Faithfull on all occasions. .o . '
No. 12. ) .
Almorah, 13th October, 1826.
My dear Field,

I hear General Reynell will be your way next month sometime, or early in

December, to meet the Lord at Bareilly, you will I krow make the best use of thé time hefore .
you, to shew the }¥ing to him in a good state. : :
Your’s very sincerely,

(Signed) W. C. FAITHFULL.

Remark.—This shews that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull was aware that I should do my best
to support the konor of the Corps by shewing‘it in a good state of discipline to the General.

No. 13.

Almorah, 20th November, 1826.
My dear Field,
- Iam much pleased to find that General Reynell, expressed his satisfaction
of the left wing, and shall hope to morrow will bring particulars from you.
. Your's ever sincerely,
(Signed) . W. C. FAITHFULL.

Remark.—~This surely shews that Liecut.-Colonel Faithfull was satisfied by the
expression of Major General Sir Thomas Reynell’s approbation of the left wing of the Regi-

ment under my command. ) X

No. 14.

. Almorah, 14th January, 1827,
My dear Field, ‘ t -

' I am happy to find by your’s of the 10th, yesterday received, that we are to
have the pleasure of seeing you after next muster, but both Mrs. F. and self hope we shall not
be deprived of the pleasure of seeing Mrs. Field with you, so you must contrive to bring her
with you, indced I am desired to say you must not come without Aer and the children, for we
have plenty of accommodatian, and as ] have ordered all the hpuses at the different stages
from Bummorie to this to be put into comfortable order, this will I trust be an additional
inducement as youy will require no Tents beyond the foot of the hills either coming or returning,
and the road is in excellent repair, in fact you will not know the country again, especially this
place Almorah, I shall be happy to assist yon witk whatever I can, so ouly let me know in
time, ) ‘

Your's very sincerely, .
(Signed) ) W. C. FAITHFULL.
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Remark.~Thus in the tnonth of March, 1827, myself ahd family tvete put to the
expence of visiting Lieat.~Colonel Fdithfull, at Almorah, a distihes of ten diys journey from
Moradabad, and this pressing invitation appears to have been givefi 43 with 4 view of pet
sonally persuading me to purchase Major Cock out of the Reégiment; and wheil he failed in his
object, he shewed himself cool to me, and has ultimately effected my ruin.

No. 15.

My dear Field, Lo . . . .
I am sorry Captain Danlop should have by his behaviour caused your btinging

the business to my notice, and trust he will not agaitt give cause for my being troubled. It was
bighly improper his presuming to answer you on the Parade, atd his appeal to Lieut. Platf,
most improper ; however, as you assembled the Officers, and in their presenice pointed ouf bis
improper behaviour, 1 of course have said little on thé subject, with & Liope that your own
fnlerference will prevent » recurrence, B

Almorah, 2nd February, 1827.

Your's very éincerely,
(Signed) ‘W. C. FAITHFULL.:

Remark.=-This shews that Captain Dunlop had been behaving fll to me previous to
the business of the Committee, and that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull ' disapproved of bis ocbnduct
towards me; surely it was not fair in Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, to bring him forward as a
witness in the case of the Committee, which only happened about three months after he had
written the above Letter, as appears by the date of his Letter, and the first sitting of the
Comnmittee in the month of May following.

No. 16. ‘
Almorah, 27th April, 1827,

My dear Field, . B L :
Cock from whom I had a Letter yesterday, is determined on going home
after the rains, so you ought to see what you can do “ere he quits the country.

. Your’s very sincerely,

] (Signed) W. C. FAITHFULI,.

Remark.~/This Lettet tvad tvritten aftet the visit t6 Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, at
Almorah, as appeats by the 8ates, and is in eontinnation of his solicitation (then tadé) t6 me
to purchase Major Cock out of the' Regiment. .

-

" No. 17.

My dear Field, o, ) . L .

You will yesterday have received theé final décision of Brigadier Vanrenan
on the subject between yourself and Captain Dunlop, which renders ttinecessary more Papers
being forwarded, a® requested in your Letter of the 9th instant. : '

» Your’s very sincerely, ,
(Signed) W. C. FAITHFULL~

Remark.~Surely aftér Licut.-Colonel Faithfoll hiad received the final and public

decision of Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding the District, on the subject between Captain

" Dunlop and myself relative to the Committee, and forwarded the same with the above acknow-

ledyment to me of its being all settled: it was the height of injustice his agitating the business

over afresh, by writing his abusive Letfers of the 8th and 10th September, 1827, for the perusal
p H

Almorah, 16th August, 1827.
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of Major General Sir Thomas Reynell. The sudden change of his sentiments is visible
between® the above Letter, and those Letters (only a few days having elapsed ;) it is also
evident that whilst he was writing me in the above terms of sincerity and friendship, he was
making arrangements for bringing this business forward, the result of which has been my ruin.

No. 18. : ‘ A
Extract from Lieut. Colonel Faithfull’s Son-in-law, Lieut. Bean, 23rd Regiment, N, I.

Almorah, 24th December, 1826.
My dear Field, ’

You will find most excellent Roads from Bummourie to this place, don’t
forget to give me timely notice of your approach, and every thing you may require shall be
in readiness, but there is lots of time té think of that, you’ll say. 1 have seen, since my last
to you, two Letters from connections of Oliver's, who positively affirm that he is not
coming out to this Country again, and go so far as to say, that he will resign on the 5th of
‘October, so we may ’ere long, expect to see it in Orders. Now is your time to write and ask
Cock what sum would induce him on his becoming entitled to his Pension to resign the
Service, so that we may make arrangements for so doing. It concerns you more particularly

than any one else in the Regiment, tho® all will benefit in a degree, and of course lend a kelping
hand o accomplish so desirable a step. ‘

N

: Your’s very sincerely,
(Signed) J. D. D. BEAN.

Remark.—This also shews the object or the invitation -ta Almorah, as also Lieut.
Bean’s eagerness to induce me to purchase the majority from Major Cock, for the sake of
benefitting himself, which Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull had also so strongly urged.

No. 19.

Almorah, 2nd February, 1827.
SIR,

. Having laid your Letter of the 29th ult. before Licut.-Colonel Faithfull,
Commanding the Regiment, he desires me to express his regret that you have been obliged
to bring the conduct of Captain Dunlop to his notice, and as you mention having assembled
the Officers of the Wing, and pointed out to him the tmpropriety he has bheen guilty of with
a suitable admonition, the Lieut.-Colonel hopes nothing of the kind will again occur.

I have the honor to be,

SIR,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) J. HOLMES,
Lieut. Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N.L
To Captain Field,
Commanding Left Wing, 23rd Regiment,
Moradabad.

Remark.—On the occasion alluded to in the foregoing Letter, Captain Dunlop was
directed to apologize to me for certain expressions he used in the Parade, by order of Major
General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding the Division, to whom the circumstance
had been communicated by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment.
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© . :
Moradabad, 22nd July, 1827.

SIR
’ It is with sincere regret that I feel myself under the necessity of forwarding
another representation against my immediate Commanding Officer, Captain Field, but the
accompanying statement will be found I trust so clearly to evince a settled purpose on the
part of that Officer to wound my feelings on even the most trivial occasions, that I confidently
hope, not only to stand.excused in the opinion of the Commanding Officer for the trouble I am
reluctantly giving, but that an indulgent consideration to all the circumstances may induce him
to grant me future security against such galling, (and I most respectfully venture to say,)
unmerited reprimands. o o
I am unwilling however to intrude unnecessarily on the valuable time of the Commanding
Officer, and proceed therefore without further comment, to-a brief statement of recent
occurrences.
One morning in last month while the Detachment was on Parade, in column of grand
divisions, Captain Field rode up to me, who stood on the right hand of the 1st grand division,

and reprimanded me. for not giving the word to form square,* now Captain Field a very few « Front and rear
days before directed that the Officer in the Centre (whether European or Native) should give form three deep.

the word of command, and this order on the very morning in question; was repeated to_ Lieut.
Smith by Captain Field, in my hearing; it was with no small surprise and mortification there-
fore I found that my own strict attention to this point should have subjected me to reproof on
public Parade, in the presence of every officer of the detachment. ,

The second circuymstance of whichI have to complain, occurred on the morning of the 16th
of June. * ' '

For some time previous I had felt far from well, and on the preceding afternoon, Mr. Bell
came to my Bungalow, and advised me to report sick, this however I declined to do from a
reluctance to absent myself from Parade without absolute necessity, and under an idea that
I might find myself sufficiently recovered to attend a Parade which had been ordered for the
next morning.. It unfortunately happened however that when the morning arrived I found
myself so much worse as to be unable to rise from miy couch, and it was in this state of
positive suffering that I experienced the additional annoyance of a public communication of
Captain Field’s disapprobation of my conduct in omitting to report my illness through the
Surgeon, although at so early an hour,* it was almost impossible for me to have done so,
In fact the Commanding Officer's displeasure was intimated to me before a sufficient time
hardly had elapsed to enable me to procure the attendance of Mr. Bell, and to forward the
required report. Actvated moreover as I was by a sincere desire to do my duty as long as
possible (the sole reason for not acting the day before on Mr. Bell’s recommendation ;) I
certainly felt it hard that this very desire, (which I considered rather to merit praise than
censure,) should have called forth the Commanding Officer’s displeasure and a communication
of it, when as already stated, I was labouring under severe pain and confined to my bed.

A third instance of what I trust will appear unmeritted rebuke occurred on the morning
of the 20th instant. ,

Although I have been invariably most careful never to pass Captain Field without paying
that mark of respect to which he is entitled as Commanding Officer of the Detachment, I am
sorry to say that he has in several instances withheld that courteous return, which I have
always considered as due not only to an Officer but to a private Soldier also. Unwilling
however to evince what might be considered a spirit of litigation, I determined either to
submit to what I considered a mortifying neglect than to trouble Lieut. Colonel Faithfull with a
reference, and still made a point of noticing Captain Field whenever we happened to meet on
the course or elsewhere. Notwithstanding this continual attention on my part to Military
etiquette, it was publicly intimated to me on the 20th instant, that the Commanding Officer
desired to see me at his Quarters (at a most inconvenient hour, considering the great heat of
the weather and state of my health at the time,) for the purpose of reprimanding me for neglect
on the very point to which I had (as above stated,) continued to pay such unwearied attention,

* Eight o’Clock.
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in proof of which, I can confidently appeal to every Officer of the Detachment and other
residents at the station, with respect to Captain Field’s not having returned my salute, the fact
will be sufficiently established by particular expressions he used during the conversation,
which Yook place on the 20th instant; on entering, Captain Field commenced by saying that"he
had directed me to attend for the purpose of reprimanding me, for not having saluted bim that
morning on the course. In reply, I assured him that I had bowed to him in passing, Captain
Field then said that he had not observed it, on which I pledged my word of honor that I had,
adding that for some time past he had -entirely neglected to return the compliment, and
thereby greatly hurt my feelings, the more so as the circumstance generally occurred in the
presence of Mrs. Field; Captain Field replied, that he had invariably retarned my salute, to
which I stated to him that his omitting to do so had not only been remarked by myself, but
by many Officers of the Detachment, Captain Field still contended that he always had saluted
me, adding however that he considered it quite optional for the Commanding Officer to do so
or not.

In the course of our further conversation, when by a more minute detail of circumstances
T had apparently convinced him as to the omission, he declared that he had invariably returned
the compliment whenever I saluted him, with a good will, the meaning of which expression I
was :lotally at a loss to understand, although it establishes beyond a doubt the fact above
stated. '

With reference to what Captain Field may possibly urge as to my not making him a
proper -Military salute, I beg to observe that on all occasions of Parade or duty, I have
uniformly done so, but when taking exercise either on horse-back or in a buggzy, and meeting
him generally with a lady in his company, I certainly considered that.bowing was not only
more courteous, but with a troublesome horse to manage, more safe and proper, nor could I
ever have supposed that this mode of salutation could ever be construed as disrespectful, or
subject me ags it apparently has done, to severe reprimand. I am well aware that more length
of service far from operating as an excuse for wilful negligence or professional ignorance,
.could justly be considered as ar aggravation of the faunlt, but when an Officer of near twenty
years standing, happens to be placed as ¥ am under the command of one so nearly of my own
standing, and doing duty with others who came to India from ten to ninetcem years after
myself, it does appear to me a case of great hardship that not even the strictest attention to
matters both of Parade duty and Military etiquette can secure my feelings from being wounded,
and my character as an Officer from being lessened in the eyes of my juniors, who ought
rather to be brought to look up to me as an example. '

In conclusion, I beg to observe that averse as I am to litigation and unwilling at all times
to occasion trouble, no eue of the cases above adduced would have appeared to me of
sufficient importance to call for a reference, but when ir so short a space such frequent
repetitions ocecurred, the endeavour to allay unmerited acrimony by patient submission
appeared quite hopeless, and at Iength therefore I reluctantly determined to submit a fair
statement of what had occurred, for the consideration and decision of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull
Commanding the Regiment, in whose justice I feel the greatest confidence, '

I have the honor to be,
Str, :
Your most obedient Servant, )
" (Signed) J. DUNLOP,
: Captairr 23rd Regiment, N. L
To Lieut. Holmes, .
Adjuiant, 23rd Regiment.

Remark.—~The foregoing insiduous attack of Captain Dunlop’s, laid the foundation of
the whole of this crael fabrication against me, and was evidently written with the same object
and view as all his former frivolous complaints, namely, that of drawing forth replies and
then declaring those replies to be untrue, and appealing to his associates (who were equally
guilty with himself) to support him in contradicting my statements, and notwithstanding all



his complaiuts against me, were invariably pronounced to be frivolous; yet he was bronght.
forward by Lieat.-Colonel Faithfull as a witness against me at my late Trial, and although his
evidence against me at the Court of Inquiry and Coprt Martial exhibits the utmost possible
discrepancy, yet it has been received, and unbappily for me I have fallen a victim to the
designas of himself and party to ruin me, and who have so amply compensated themselves for -
their wicked labours by my expulsion from the Service, yot the whole has 1 humbly conceive '
been so clumsily conducted, as to render it almost impossible to escape detection.

- (D) . ‘
Moradabad, 25th July, 1827,

SI ‘ :

& It is with extreme regret I am reluctantly under the necessity of forwarding
to you the enclosed correspondence between Captain Dunlop and: myself, for the perusal of
Lieut.-Colonel Faithfuoll, Commanding the Regiment; in doing which, I cannot but consider «
that Captain Dunlop has made the most wanton and virulent attack on me, and been actuated
throughout by the most evil motives towards me. _

Unwilling as I am to trespass on the time and attention of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull,
Commanding the Regiment, 1 beg leave briefly to state the following circumstances :

That since Captain Dunlop forwarded bis last reference against me, I had come lo
the firm determination of not reprimanding for any neglect whatever on Duty, without
the consent of the lieut.-Colonel, Commanding the Regiment, and which resolution I had
rigidl§ adbered to ever since, and which I trust will be conspicuously manifest to the Lieut.
Colonel, in the last act of Captain Dunlop’s disobedience of orders regarding the Invalids,
which T humbly conceive, merited some kind of admonition; at the same time I feel it
impossible to avoid speaking to Captain Dunlop on points of Duty when he is neglectful, and
. particularly as his written professions of habitual correctness and accuracy by no means

accord with his practice. i . :

Tbe difficulty of my dealing with an Officer on Duty like Captain Dunlop, who is
bent on opposition, and inclined to say whatever pleases him best, and assert things
diametrically opposite to the real state of the case, is, I confess very great, and respectfully
hope may meet the consideration of the Lieut.-Colonel, Commanding the Regiment.

Captain. Dunlop’s lengthened out and immoderate detail of his feelings being galled
and wounded by being simply spoken to on Duty,-I humbly conceive is, merely to assist
his purpose in prejudicing me in the-eyes of. my superiors; and whilst he complains
of the suflerings of his own feclings, he has had but little mercy on mine, in offering so gross
an affront to me, by introducing my wife’s name in his public letter, particularly after I had’
told him of the indelicacy of unnecessarily mentioning a lady’s name in the course of public
conversation on Duty, and the more so as it is not in the smallest degree of the least use or
assistance to his statements ; it could therefore only be done with a view more effectually to
wound my feelings. I feel that 1 cannot sufficiently complain of this indelicate act of Captain
Dunlop’s towards me, and respectfully hope the Lieut. Colonel may disapprove of it,

I regret to state that I have never met with that support and assistance on Duty from
Captain Dunlop since he joined the Wing, and which I had a right io expect he would’
afford me, and I trust it will be inanitest to the Lieut.-Colonel in the following instance:
when I was President of the Committee for investigating the claims to Pensions, Captain
Dunlop and Lieut. Platt were Members; when the former Officer, in total rejection of my
advice, insisted that the families of those Sepoys who died on their return to Calcutta, were
entitled to the Pension. I pointed out to Captain Dunlop that the Regimental Order was very
short, clear, and concise, and that it was only those who died on the Burmese side of the
Naaf River, whose families could receive the Pension, but he seemed to think that the General
Orders meant otherwise, and therefore superceded the Regimental one, in which opinion I am
sorry to say, Lieut. Platt sided with him, by which means [ was overruled, and the statements
of some natives taken, that I do not ¢hink would be admitted to the Pension. =~ -



Whis -is the sentence from which
Lieut. Colonel Faithfull extracted
the charge,—he took as much of it
o8 suited his purpose, and cut off the
remainder which exhibits my motives

in a very different light from what -

ho has stated in the charge

30

When the Committee sat a second time, Lieut. Platt happened to be
reported sick, and the next senior Officer, Lieut. Smjth, was of course
appoiated a Member in his room : Captain Dunlop again, strongly opposed
me, but luckily Lieut. Smith was of the same opinion as myself, and we
adhered strictly to the Regimental Order on the. subject, I have merely.
mentioned this as a single point of resistance on the part of Captajn Dunlop,
for I cannot but think he must know betler. -

I could frequently have noticed inattentions, &c. on the part of Captain Dunlop when on
Parade, but from the resolution mentioned in the foregoing part of this letter, I refrained
from so doing; and as to the acrimony Captain Dunlop talks of in his letter, it must entirely
exist with himself, for he has frequeritly shewn a disposition to quarrel with me ever since I .
have known him, (a period of fifteen or sixteen years,) notwithstanding I have ever shewn an
inclination to be on amicable terms with him, and particularly when he first joined the Wing

.at this place, and I think that the declaration contained in the latter part.of my letter to.that
Officer, ought to have satisfied him. ) ] . .

"I will not at present intrude any thing more on the notice of the Lieut, Colonel, Com-
manding the Regiment, but in conclusion have to say, that I most solemnly. declare oun.my
word of honor, (and am ready to testify on oath should it be necessary,) that the whole of the
circumstances set forth by me in my reply to Captain Dunlop’s letter are correctly stated, and
that I never had the least wish to hurt that Officer’s feelings in any way, my object bein
purely to carry on the Duties of the’ Wing in a proper manner, and agreeably to the Orders §
receive from the' Head Quarters of the Regiment ; but, since Captain Dunlop has forced me -
to forward this Correspondence to you, I cheerfully submit the whole of the circumstances to
the superior judgment and decision of Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment.

’ I have the honour to be,
SiRr, :
Your most obedient Servant,
G. B. P. FIELD, Captain,

‘ . Commanding Left Wing, 23rd Regiment.

To Lieut. Holmes, :

Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N, L

R (E) .
3lst July, 1827
SIR, c .

A On a perusal of the papers you have handed to me, I beg to inform you,
that I am fully impressed with the frivolous nature of Captain Dunlop’s complaint, and shall
leave it to yourself to comment on and adjust.the difference in any way you think proper;
at the same time I would recommend that Captain Dunlop is removed from Moradabad, to
the Wing at Almorah; but as the passage of the Terrai at this season is so dangerous; that
however, would be no_obstruction to Captain Dunlop’s removal from Moradabad, as on the
representation of your wishes fo that effect. I will desire Captain Dunlop to do Duty with
the Regiment at Bareilly until the beginning of November; in this event, the circumstances
of the case must be brought under Major General Reynell’s notice, which I should wish to
avoid, for independent of the trifling nature of the representation, it is one of those circum-
stances which tcnd to give an unfavourable impression of our Service in the mind of an
Officer, whose high opinion we should always be particularly anxious to obtain for it. Under
this view I return the correspondence for your further consideration.

’ "I have the honor to be,

: SIRr, -
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) J. VANRENAN, Brigadier,

: Commanding Rahilcund.

To Lieut. Colonel Faithfull,

Commanding, 23rd Regiment, N. I.
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- Remark.—On Lieut. Colonel Faithfull's receiving the foregoing letter of the 31st July,
1827, from Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding in Robhilcund, he ordered me to place Captain
Dunlop in arrest, and forward cbarges against him, (of course grounded on Captain Dunlop’s
letter of the 22nd July,) which I accordingly did to the best of my judgment aud abililities, and
whiob charges were forwarded to Brigadier Vaorenan, by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, who
desired him immediately to release Captain Dunlop from arrest, and directed' him to returii' to
his Duty, in a letter dated the 15th Avgust, hereunto annexed,~—the charges were as follows*

.

Captain John Dunlop, Left Wing, 23rd Regiment, N. L placed in arrest by me, on’ the
~ following charges, viz. ‘
' 1st. Por having forwarded to Lieut. Platt, Adjutant of the Left Wing; 23rd Regiment, N. I.
letter bearing date the 22nd July, 1827.* to the address of Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes, for'the * see page 27.
perusal of Lieat, Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment, in which he bad‘qsed the
most disrespectful and insorbinate language towards me, his immediate Commanding Officer’,
and in having therein wantonly endeavoured to traduce my character as an’' Officer, by
accusing me of a premeditated design to wound his (Captain Dunlop’s) feelings and thereby
tending to prejudice me in the mind of my immediate Commanding Officer, Lieut. Colonel
Faithiull, Commanding the Regiment, by using the following expressions, * but the accom-
“ panying Statement will be found I trust so clearly to evince a seftled purpose on the part of
*¢ that Officer to wound my feelings on even the most trifling occasion, that I confidently hope
“ not only to stand excused in the opinion of the Commanding Officer, for the trouble I am
* reluctantly giving, but that an indulgent consideration of all the circumstances may induce
“ him to grant me future security against such galling, and T most respectfully venture to say,
““ unmerited reprimands.
2nd. For having persisted in forwarding the said letter to the_address of Lieut. and
Adjutant ITolmes, containing the above disrespectful and insubordinate language towards
me, bis immediate Commanding Officer, by bhaving declared in a letter to Lieut. Platt;
Adjutant of tho Wing, dated the 24th July, 1827,.that * I see no reason to recall my letter to
the address of the Adjutant of the Regiment,” and which letter was in reply to-one dated the
24th July, 1827, which I had directed Lieut. and Adjutant Platt, to write bim,- giving him-a
full explanation of all the circumstances complained of in his letter to Lieut. and Adjutant
Ilolmes, together with a solemn pledge {rom.me, that no censure had been intended.or
awarded him by me, in any of the cases alluded to by him in the said letter, to the address of
Lieut. and Adjutant Ilolmes, or that I ever had the least wish to hurt his (Captain Dunlop’s)
feelings at any period, also pointing out to him other indelicacies contained in it towards me,
and therefore requested he would withdraw the said letter, to the address of Lieut. and Adjutant
Holmes, and that I also hoped he would express some regret for having forwarded it.
) 3rd. For having falsely and shamefully asserted in the above named letter to Lieut. and
Adjutant Holmes, that it was publicly intimated to him on the 20th instant, that I desired to
see him at my Quarters; * for the purpose of reprimanding him,” when -I bhad only simply,
told tbe Adjutant that I wished to speak 'with him; and my intention at that time being quite'
the reverse of passing any censure on him whatever. .
4th. For having falsely and shamefully asserted in the above named letter to Lieut. and
Adjutant Holmes, that I had onhis entering my room told him that I had sent for him ¢ for'
the purpose of reprimanding” him, and then and there behaving with radeness and disrespect’
towards me his immediate Commanding Officer. . o )
The whole or any part of the above conduct heing disgraceful to the character of an’
Officer, subversive of discipline, and in breach of the Articles of War. = L
‘ . (Signed) G. B. P. FIELD,
| Captain,.
. . Commanding Left Wing, 23rd Regiment.’
Moradabad, 7th August, 1827.
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(@) -
: Almorah, 15th August, 1827,

SIR,. . : . : . _
o ... On a consideration of the Papers which you have sent me regarding the
arrest\of Captain Dunlop, 1 have determined again to interfere and to withhold publicity to
this very frivolous transaction; 1 regret that you should have cansed Captain Field to place
Captain Dunlop under arrest, because however improperly Captain Field may have fermed
the conduct of Captain Dunlop, it is quite’ clear to me the charges are untenable. * Theroe is
nothing in Captain Dunlop’s conduct deserving of such charges, and I desire he may be
released from Arrest and return to his Duty, and that the act of Captain Field withdrawing the
charges shall be considered as a full exculpation of the eonduct of Captain Dunlop, from the
charges of falsely and shamefully, as'well as of disgraceful conduct, at the same time I highly
dissapprove of Captain Dunlop’s conduct as expressed in my former letter to ypu. That
Ietter and a Copy of this, I desire mhay be sent to Captain Field and Dunlop, accompanied by
“my determination to remove Captain Dunlop from Moradabad and to supersede Captain Field
. in his command at Moradabad instantly that I am acquainted with any more of this shameful
quarelling, the latter I would now put in force but that I cannot spare the services of Major
Wallington from Bareilly at this moment, : ' - ‘
: I have the honor to be,
Sir, )
. Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) J. VANRENAN,

Brigadier,
' Commanding Rabilcund and Kumaon.

To Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, |

"~ Commanding 23rd Regiment, N. L
N.B. I return the charges.

Remark.—It was on receipt of the above decision of Brigadier Vanrenan’s returning the’
charges.and ordering Captain Dunlop to be released from Arrest, that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull
wrote me his private letter of the 16th August,saying that the business was all settled, and that
I should not require any further documents of public letters on the subject, thus the business
rested until ke 8th and 10th September following,when Lieut.-Colonel Faitbfull again agitated
the business (a third time) to Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding the
Division, in the two following letters, in which he bad used the most harsh and nnmeasured
language towards me.

(H)
Almorah, 8th September, 1827,
SIR, : _ ) '
In forwarding the accompanying Correspondence for the decision of the
the Major General. I consider a little explanation to be required from myself.

On the original letters I had determined to decide, finding the complaints of Captain
Dunlop to be frivolous and at the same time apprising Captain Field that his conduct in the
command of the Wing, had not in my opinion been blameless, and that I contemplated
making application to the proper quarter for his being relieved, when the season would admpit.

' 2nd. It was only on receiving the next day the second reference, wherein Captain
Field accnses Captain Dunlop of falsehood and shameful conduct, that I was induced
to forward the whole to Brigadier Vanrenan; charges so incompatible with the character
of an Officer, I conceived warranted an investigation before a Court Martial; and in returning
them to Captain Field, it was then I suggested the necessity that devolved upon him to -
substantiate those grave charges. » ‘ .
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3rd. Captain Field in forwarding to me the Proceedings of the Committee for investigating
the claims of Pensions, omitted to mention the circumstance of bhis having been overruled by
the junior Members, nor did he explain the inconsi.stency of his_ having signed as President,
the very proceedings which he knew to have been incorrect, whilst the Members declare that
no discussion on the subject ever took place in -the Co_mmnttee, until Lieut. Smith became a
Member, when he pointed out the error they had committed. ~ ‘ EE

I therefore respectfully contend that had I refused transmission to these Papers,-1 had
been guilty of compromising the honor of the Corps, and an act of injustice to- Captain
Danlop, in refusing him an opportanity of vindicating his character from a charge of

falsehood. < ‘
5 -I have, &c..

(Signed) W. C. FAITHFULL, Lieut.-Colonel.
) Commanding 23rd Regiment, N. L

To Captain Craigie, . )

Deputy Assistant Adjutant General,
Meerut.
(True Copy from the Letter Book.)
(Signed) J. HOLMES, Lieut,
Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N. L
(H)

SIR, . Almorah, 10th September, 1827.

In appealing from the decision of Brigadier Vaurenan, and submitting the
accompanying voluminous Correspondence for the judgment of Major General, Sir T.
Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding the Division, I am actuated not only by a sense of justice
towards the wounded feelings of Captain Dunlop who labours under the grave accusations
of talsehood, and shameful and insubordinate conduct, (and which in Brigadier Vanrenan’s
opinion are without any foundation,) but also in vindication of the credit and character of
the Regiment, 1 have the honor to command, which with all due deference and respect to
Brigadier Vanrenan’s opinion I think would be compromised, were matters allowed to rest
without some further investigation. . ,

The Major General's attention will doubtless be attracted to the very contradictory
statements of Captains Field and Dunlop relative to what took place at the Committees for
investigating Claims for Pensions, (of which the former Officer was President,) and it is with
regret I am compelled to state my opinion, (after a most careful enquiry and perusal of the
papers) that Captain Field bas been ‘guilty of a gross mis-statement, for the mean and malicious
purpose of exonerating himself from blame, attributable to him for having transmitted Rolls
for families of Sepoys whose claims were inadmissible, and throwing it on the two Members,
Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt; this Captain Dunlop states in bis letter-of the 1st instant,
can be substantiated by the concurring evidence of Lieufs. Platt and Smith. :

In explanation of the 8th paragraph of Captain Field’s letter of the 2nd instant, wherein
be adduces a private letter of his own to Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes, to prove his dissent in
the first meetings of the Committee, (which took place the 26th of May and 9th of June,)
from the opinion of the Members; 1 must in justice state, that the note in question, is dated
the 10th July, and not immediately after the first meeting, as Captain Field appears to
investigate but three days after Lieut. Smith was nominated a Member, and who en that
occasion pointed out by a reference to General and Regimental Orders, the .error the first
Committee had fallen into. .

; - Ibave, &c. . c
(Signed) W. C. FAITHFULL, Lieut.-Colonel, .
’ . . Commanding 23rd Regiment, N. I.
To Captain Craigie, {True Copy from the Letter Book.)

Deputy Assistant Adjutant General, . (Signed) J. HOLMES, Lieﬁt, .
Meerut. ‘ Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N. L

K
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Remark.—Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding the Division,’in
reply to the two foregoing Letters from Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, entirely exonerated me
for giving in charges against Captain Dunlop, as it was done in consequence of the orders I
received from Lieut. Colonel Faithfull; the Major General observed that, it was most
« difficult to discover the object or advantage of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s ordering me to
“ place Captain Dunlop in arrest, and forward charges against him founded on what
¢ Brigadier Vanrenan had pronounced to be frivolous,” though in consequence of the language
used towards me in the said letters of the 8th and 10th September, by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull,
the Major General had no alternative but to order a Court of Inquiry, when Lieut.-Col. Faithfull
brought forward as witnesses against me, Captain Dunlop, Lieutenants Platt and Smith,
whose general behaviour to me whilst under my Command, will be manifest throughout these
Papers. Itis also strange that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull should have blamed me in his letters
of the 8th and 10th of September, (above quoted,) for forwarding charges against Captain
Dunlop, when I only acted in obedience to his orders on the subject.

(M

Proceedings of a Special Court of Inquiry assembled at Bareilly, by order of Brigadier
J. Vanrenan, Commanding in Rohilcund, to investigate such matters as will be laid before
it by the Major of Brigade.

Bareilly, 10th October, 1827.

President,
LIEUT. COLONEL KENNETT,

CAPTAIN HERRING, Members. ) CAPTAIN BLAIR,
37th Regiment, N. 1. 3rd Local Horse.

The Court assembled this day at Ten o’Clock, pursuant to District Orders 30th ult., and
Station Orders of the 9th instant.

Captain Hay, Major of Brigade, delivered to the Committee the following Letter of
instructions from Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding in Rohilcund, which is read and entered.

(CoPY.)
~S R Almorah, 2nd October, 1827.
IR, N '

My Brigade Major will lay before the Court of Inquiry, of which you are
appointed President, the accompanying Papers, extracted from a voluminous correspondence
on a subject which has been decided on by Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B.

2nd. The object of the present Inquiry has incidentally arisen out of that subject which
the Court will studiously avoid touching on. ‘ .

3rd. The Court will observe by these ‘papers a most extraordinary discrepancy to exist
between the assertions of Captains Field and Dunlop, relating to the proceedings of a Pension
Roll Committee, which commenced its proceedings in May last, at Moradabad.

4th. The object of the Courtin the first instance is to reconcile if possible, this discrepancy,
and I bavebeen particularin my selection of the Officers composing the Court,as I am convinced
the existence of the mistake or misunderstanding out of which such discrepancy arises,
can only be elicited by a patient and intelligent investigation.

5th. The Court will observe that Lieut.-Colonel Faithful, the Officer Commanding the 23rd
Regiment, has past his opinion most decidedly against Captain Field’s veracity, attacking
motives to that Officer's conduct, derogatory to his character and his commission, it therefore
becomes a matter of justice to Captain Field to afford him.the wnost ample opportunity to
prove such opinions fallacious, and the Court will not fail to give Captain Field the fullest
means in its power, to make his best defence.
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6th, It is perbaps unneccessary for me to point out to the Court that Captain Field
standing in the situation of an accused person with heavy charges pending over him, is not
required to commit himself before this Court, and the Court will as much as possible avoid
placing him in that predicament. ) _
7th. I shall require the opinion of the Court whether or not the contradictory statements -
of these two Officers (Captain’s Field and Dunlop) can in any way be reconciled or
lained. :
“P 8th. The opinion of the Court should on no account be divulged.
g . I have the honor to be,
SIR, .
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) J. VANRENAN,
Brigadier,
Commanding Rohilcund and Kumaen:
To Lieut.-Colonel Kennett, .
President of a Special Court of Inquiry.

Captain . Field 23rd Regiment, and Captain Dunlop 23rd Regiment, called
into Court. .
Questions by the Court to Captain Dunlop.

Q. You were a Member of a Pension Roll Committee, which assembled
at Moradabad, on the 26th May last, for the first time?

A. Yes.

Q. Was there any difference in the opinion of the Committee, on the
subject of the claims of the men dying on this side of the Naaf River ?

A. None whatever, nor the subject ever agitated.

Q. Were you all of opinion that the families of men dying on this side
of the Naaf, from illness contracted on the Burmese side, were entitled to the
Pension granted by Government ? ’

A. They were admitted without any discussion.

Q. When did the Committee meet a second time?

A. Ithink about the 9th of June.

Q. Was there any discussion or difference of opinion in the Committee ,
on the subject of claims then appearing before it?

A. None whatever. N.B. There were no elaimants how

Q. At your third Meeting on the 7th of July, when Lieut. Smith became '{;““ there be any discussion, about
a Member, was there at that time any discussion or difference of opinion "o :
expressed by the President or any of the Members, in regard to your
Proceedings.

A. Lieut. Smith remarked that two of the claims about to be brought
forward would be rejected, and in the course of conversation gave his reason
for saying so, that he had heard the circumstance discussed at Almorah;
in consequence of Lieut. Smith’s remark, the General Orderly Book was sent
for, which perfectly satisfied the Committee, and only one of the three claims
were admitted, : ‘

Q. Will you inform the Court the reasons assigned by Lieut. Smith for
saying that two of the claims would be rejected?

A. On account of their having died on this side of the Naaf.

Q. : Did Captain Field ever start any objections to admitting claims to
the Pension, on account of men dying on this side of the Naaf, previous to
Lieat. Smith’s doing so?

A. No, never until Lieut, Smith became a Member of the third Meeting.



Remarks on the Court of Inquiry by
G. B. P, Field.

No. 1.

Xt will be seen both by Captain Dunlop’s
replies at the conclusion of this Inquiry
(as well as Lieut. Plati’s) that these
Orders were not overlooked, but deli-
berately read by each individual of the
Committee.

. No. 2.
*Vide Lieat. Platt’s evideace,

. Remark No. 11.

No.
His recollection here fa:led him, but at
the Court Martial he positively swears
there was no opening address.

No. 4.
Most of Captain Dunlop’s replies are
qualified with this expression.

No. 5.
Vide Lieut. Smith’s evidence- at this
Inquiry. Remark No.21.

: No. 6.

Lieut. Smith’s replies at this Inquiry
proves that I did enter into conversa-
tion, and dissent from Captain Dunlop
;0 opinion. Vide Remark No. 15.

: No. 7.

Lieut. Smith’s reply at this Inquiry
shews that I did endeavour to correct
Captain Dunlop before the Order Books
came, a3 well as after. Vide my Re-
mark No. 17.

86

Q. Dld you see the Reglmental Orders of the 22nd: May, and Detach-

. ment after Orders of the 25th May, forming the Pension Roll Commlttee,
- . before it assembled on the 26th May? |

A, Yes. o

.Q. How came the Committee so completely to. overlook the letter and
spirit of these orders as to admit without any discussion claims from the
families of men, who died on the British side of the Naaf?

A. 1 really don’t know, they were overlooked.

Q. Was any reference made to these orders by any Member on the
Committee, on the 26th May or 9th of June?

A. No, none whatever.* .

Questions by Captam Field.

Q. When Lieut Platt frequently asked me for my opinion as to the
admittance or non-admittance of Claimants on that day:—did I not desire
him to give his own, and your’s first, previous to my giving my opinion,
when he wrote down the Proceedings of the Committee?

A. Yes, you did.

Q. On the meeting of the Committee on the 26th May, did I not (as
President) communicate to the Members the object for which it was
assembled ?

A. I do not recollect. |

Q. At the Third Meeting of the Committee dxd you not argue for a
considerable time with Lieut. Smith, as to the General Orders granting the
Family Pension.

A. Yes Idid. .

Q. Did you not conclude your argument with Lieut. Smith by using
some very remarkable expressions, m which the words Commander-m-Chlef
were introduced ?

A. I might have done so in the course of conversatlon, but am not
aware of it.

Q. Did you not make use of the foﬂowmg expressions: ‘1 don’t
understand it, and perbaps the Commander in Chief does not ?”

A. No certainly not to the best of my recollection.

Q. Did I not mention during your argument with Lieut: Smith' that
the Regimental Orders were short and concise; and that, there could be no
doubt as to its meaning? :

A. 1 do not recollect that you did.

Q. During your argument with' Lijeut. Smith, did I not send for the
General, Regimental and Detachment Order Book ?

A. ANT recollect is, that on Lieut. Smith stating his objections to
some of the Claims made, the Order Book was referred to.

Q. Did I dissent from Lieut. Smith’s opinion at any ume, during
his argument with you ?

A. I am not aware of Captain Field’s entenng into any conversation
with' Lieut, Smith at the tine.

Q. On the third Assembly of the Committee, did I not state the object
of its meeting?

A. I do not recollect that you did.

Q. Did I not assist Lieut. Smith " in pomtmg out the meamng of the
General Orders?

A. No certainly not, I was perfectly satisfied as to its meaning.

Q. Did you not dlspute the meaning of it with Lieut. Smith for a

considerable time ?
1Y
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A. Wae had a conversation regarding the Claims, -and on: Lieut. Smith
pointing out, that he had heard it discussgd at Almorah, and on the General
Order Book being produced at kis suggestion, 1 was perfectly satisfied.

Tbis Evidence is read over to Captain Dunlop; and hé acknowledges it
to be .correct.—Lieut. Platt, 23rd Regiment is called into Court, and
questioned by the Court.’ L " . .

. Were you a Member of a Pension Roll Committee, which assem-
bled at Moradabad on the 26th May and 9th June last? ‘ :

A. Yes, I was. . L
Q. Was there any difference of opinion in the Committee on the

subject of Claims of men dying on the British side of the Naaf River?

A. No, I heard none made. C T

Q. Were you all of opinion that the families of men dying on the
British side of the Naaf from illness contracted on the Burmese side, were

* entitled to the Pension granted by Government ? . o

A. That opinion appeared to be a general one, and entertained by all
three.

Q. Was there any discussion or difference of opinion in the Committee
on the subject of Claims appearing before it on their second Meeting ?

A. None whatever. -

N.B. There was no Claimants appeared before the Committee at the
2nd Meeting, how could there be any discussion about them; but Captain
Dunlop and Lieut. Platt have both been eager to say there was no discussion
on that day. ' '

Q. Did Captain Field advise that the Claims on account of men dying
on the British side of the Naaf after their return from Arracan, should be
rejected? ]

A. No, not while I was a Member. -

Did Captain Dunlop .oppose Captain Field in any opinion given
at the Cog}mittee’! ‘ o
A. No.

Questions by Captain Field,
Q. Did you not say at the first Meeting, that Captain Wight must

have been on the Committee at Almorah, and could 'inform us how they

acted there relative to the admission of .certain Claimants to the Pension ?
A. No, I said that Captain Wight had been "on the Committee, and I

proposed reference being made to him, if .Captain Field thought necessary,

regarding the appearance of widows of bigh Cast men before the Committee.

Q. When the Committce ‘assembled, did I not mention that it was
only those -men who died on the Burmese side of the Naaf Rivér, -whose
relations were entitled to be Pensioned, and did you not remark that it would
be best to give all the poor fellows a chance? - o :

A. I certainly did not remark it, or was the question ever put to me.

Q. Were there any Order Books on the table either time the Committee
met, and were they referred to? o

A. The first time of Meeting I took the Order Books with me opened
and laid them on the table, they were read but not referred to, except in
the case of the different succession of heirs to the Pensions. '

Q. As the Orders were only published a day or two before, how can.

you account for the Court having mistaken the meaning of the Regimental
Orders 22nd May, and Detachment after Orders of the 25th May ?

A. Taccount for it by the Regimental Order referring us particularly to
an Order of Council, 25th October, 1825, in which the Roll of Pension Claims
. L .

.

No. 8.
If no discussion took place after reading
the orders, how could Lieut. Platt tell
this.

No. 9.
It will be seen by the Proceedings of -
the Court Martial that no claimants
appeared at the second Meeting.

No. 10. )
To my recollection nothing of this kind
was said or thought of, but I bave no

.witness to prove any thing that- did

bappen at the Committee.

No.JL. - .
Does this shew that the orders were
overlooked as Captain Dunlop Aas
stated? Licat. Platt draws a nice
distinction between reading and refer-
ring, but in my humble opinion if my
Detachment order was read no furthes
reference was necessary. :



No.12.
“This Order has nothmg to do with the
admission of Claimanls on account of
men dying on the Burmese side of the
Naaf River.

No. 13.
Where the orders on the subject of
Pensions not equally clear at the first
meeting ? asthey appear to have been
at the {hird meeting of the Committee.

No. 14.
It is very difficult to understand these
replies unless they be intended to conceal
the real truth of the matter uander
investigation.

No. 15.
This contradicts Captain Dunlop’s
reply. Vide my Regnaﬂg No. 6.

No. 16.
Lieat. Smith knew that Captain Dun-
lop was not only wrong in his opinion
but disputing my Detachmenl order.

No.17. -
This proves that I opposed the omen
of Captain Dunlop before I sent for the
Order Books, and that the Books were
sent for by me to endeavour to put him
right.

No. 18,
fn my opinion from the manner in
which Captain Dunlop bchaved, and
the hn‘;uago he used, he did nol, be-
come of the same opinion.
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is laid down and from which ours is copied and the Naafriver not mentioned,
and sufficient attention not having been paid to General Orders by his
Excellency the Commander in Chief, 31st March, 1827.-

Q. Did tbe Committee regulate its Proceedmgs by Regimental or
General Orders?

A. _ Chiefly by the Orders in Counml 28th October, 1825. .

This Evidence is read over to Lieut. Platt he acknowledges it to be
correct, and is directed to withdraw. .~ .

Lieut. Smith, 23rd Regxment is called mto Court

Questloned by the Court.
You were a Member of a Pension Roll Committee “hxch set at Mora-

dabad, on the 7th July last?

A. . I was.
Q. Was there any difference of opinion in the Committee on the
subject of Claims of the men dying on the British side of the Naaf?
A. There was a differenceé of opinion.
Q.  State to thé Court what was the difference, and what gave rise to jt?
A. Upon the paper that contained the names of the Claimants being
handed to me, by Captain Field, I remarked that two out of three Claimants
would not be 'admitted, this gave rise to a short conversation, in which
Captain Dunlop differing with me, Captain Field sent for the Order Books
for reference, which clearly pointed out the line that was drawn between
those men that died on the other side of the Naaf, and those that died after
their return. Two claims were accordingly te_)ected and the other one passed.
Q. When you stated your gbjections to two of the Clalms, did Captam
Field coincide in opinion with you ? .
A. T do not think he did.
Q. Did Captain Field dlssent from your opinion ?
.A. T don’t think he did. |
Q. Did Captain Field make any observahons on the object of which
the Committee was assembled previous to the objection made by yourself.
A. Captain Field said, here are three Claims to be laid before the
Committee.
Q. Did any discussion take place in the Commlttee, and of “hat

" nature between Captains Field and Dunlop ?

A. Yes there was a discussion, Captain Field was of the same opinion

as myself, and Captain Dunlop differed.
. Q. When Captain Dunlop differed in opinion with Captain Field, did

he appear actuated by motives of personal hostility, or by a sense of Duty ?

A. Certainly by a sense of Duty, conscious that ke was right.

Q. Do you think that Captain Dunlop in the opinion he gave, was
guided by General Orders or Regimental Orders? *

A. He gave his opinion defore the Order Books arrived.

Q. Who proposed sending for the Order Books, and for what purpose
were they sent for?

A. They were sent for by Captain Field to settle the difference of
opinion between myself and Dunlop.

Q. After referring to and perusing the Order, did Captain Dunlop
become of your opinion ?

A. Hedid.

Four o’Clock, the Court adjourns until to-morrow at10 A. M,
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~ Thursday, 11th October, 1827.

The Court assembled pursuant to adjournment at 10 o’Clock; the
Proceedings of yesterday are read over, and Captains Field and Dunlop
being in Court. . .

Lieut. Smith, 23rd Regiment, is called into Court, and the following
questions put to him. . . ) i .

. From what took place between Captains Field and Dunlop, during
the Meeting of the Committee on the 7th of July, did it appear to you that
they had had any argument or discussion relative to the Claims for Pensions,
on any of the former Meetings of the Committee ?

A. Certainly not. - ' :

Questions by Captain Dunlop.

'Q. Did not the objection made by you (when you came on the Com-
mittee appear quite new to Captain Field. '

A. Yesitdid. N _

Q. Did Captain Field allude to a similar opinion declared by him at
the 1st and 2nd sittings of the Committee 7 ‘

A. No. -

Q. Did Captain- Field on 'your opinion being expressed, refer to the
General Order Book of March, 1827, and wads it not afier that reference
that he agreed with you that a mistake had been. made with regard to the
Claims preferred in the former sittings ? ' :

A. It was after that reference that he ‘Jecidedly agreed

with me.
Questions by Captain Field. ;

Q. Did I not sometimes say te Captain Dunlop, whilst you were-

discussing the point relative to Claimants, that ‘the Regimental Order was
very short and concise, and could not be doubted ? : i

A. After we had looked at the Order, I remember he said so.

Q. Do you recollect Captain Dunlop making use of any expressions
in which the name of the Commander in Chief was introduced.

A. 1 do ot recollect it. ce e +

Q. Did Captain Dunlop say, “ well then I don’t
perhaps the Commander in Chief does not?”

-A. T don’t recollect it. '

Q. On the 26th of July when you were in my house, did I not bring
the foregoing circumstances to your recollection ? #

A. Certainly not, or I should have remembered it now.

understand it, and

Q. When you were a Member of the Committee on the 7th July last,

was it not the General Order by the Commander in Chief, that Captain
Dunlop disputed the meaning of with yourself and me? A
A. Hedid dispute the meaning for a short time, we read it over once
or twice, '
- This evidence is read over to Lieut. Smith which he acknowledges to
be correct, and is directed to withdraw. - . o
The following questions are put by Captain Dunlop to Captain Field.

Q. When you sent the Proceedings of the 1st and 2nd Sittings of the
Commiittee to the Head Quarters of the Regiment for the counter-signature:

of the Commanding Officer, did you either publicly or privately bring to

Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s notice, that you were aware that the Claims .

ought to be rejected, but that you had been overruled by the majority ?

A. Idon’t recollect that I did on these occasions.

Q. What is the date of your first public or private communication to
the Head Quarters of the Regiment, stating that you had been overruled by
a majority ? )

No. 19, .
It is I coneeive quite clear from these
questions and replies from the parties
to each other, that on the 2nd day the
Court of Inquiry met, these Gentlemen
had prepared guestions and answers for
themselves to criminate me; and Lieut.
Smith’s replies, (which contradict some
of those of the preceding day) are evi-
dently made to correspond with a
note of his to Lieut, Holmes, which
will appear at the end of these Pro-
ceedings.

No. 20.

Vide my Remark No. 17, opposite Lieut.
Smith’s reply.

No. 21. ) i
Captain Dunlop did not recollect this
Vide Remark No. 5.

No. 22.
This non-recollection has been so often .
used by the witnesses against me both
at my Trial as well as at this Inquiry,
that X bumbly conceive it has become
conspicuous,

: No. 23. )

This is the strongest presumptive proof
that it is possible to adduce, that Cap-
tain Dunlop did dispute the meaning
of the General Order at the first Meet.
ing of the Committee, as stated in my
letters. of the 16th and 20th July,
quoted in the charge, and should in
truth and justice exonernte me fiom
that charge.



No. 24.
This said communication was dﬂlwﬂ
rom me by Captain Dunlop’s let-

ter of the 22nd July, and not specially -

to report the business of the Committee
as will be seen on reference to that
Letter. Vide page 27.
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A. The first public communication was made on the 25th of J uly.

Captain Field’s evidence is read over to him, whlch he a.anowledges
to be correct.

Lieut, Platt of the 23rd Reglment is called into Court and questmned

- by Captain Dunlop.

Q. As Adjutant of the \Vm" of the Regiment at Moradabad,
you must have had in your possession the. Letter Book of the . ng,
containing Copies of Public Correspondence, and' did you see the Copy of
Captain Field’s Public Letter  reporting for Lieut.-Coloncl Faithfull’s
information, that he was aware the Rolls were incorrect, but that be had
‘been-overraled by a Majority ? : :

.A. No I did not. ’

Quarter before One, P. M. the Court adJourns until Monday the 15th
instant at 10 o’Clock, t6 enable Captain Field to make his defence.

Monday, 15th Dctober, 1827.
The Court assembled at 10 o’Clock _pursuant to adjournment. :
Proceedings are read over. The Court is opened. Captams Field and Dunlop are called
in, and Cap tain Field reads the annexed Statement.
Mr Pres1dent and Gentlemen of the. Court
I shall now endeavour to enter’ into a ‘full and satlsfactory explanation of
all the circumstances now before you relative to this unhappy affair,-that so greatly involves
my Honor and Character as an Officer and a Gentlemen, and point out to you such circum-
stantial proofs as will I humbly conceive, fully establish my innocence of this very grave and
serious charge that has been brought against me by my Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel
TJaithfull. In the first place, Gentlemcn. I'beg leave to detail to .you the circumstances that
took place during the Meeting of the Committe¢ on the 20th May 1827, and Tth July last.
On the above named -day I opened the Court, by saying to Lieut. Platt, who was in the
. double situation of Member of the Cammittee and Adjutant of the Wing, that the families only
of those men who died on the Burmese side of the Naaf Riverwere cntxtled to Pensions, when
that Officer replied, that he thought.the Gengral Orders included all those that died on their
return from Arracan, as well as those who died on the Burmese side of the Naaff River, and
at all events, that it would be .as well to give the poor fellows a chance .of the Pension, also
that Captain \Vlght at' Almorah, must have been on the Committee there, and could inform us
how they acted in the case; I then said to Lieut. Platt, that the Regimental Order was very
short and concise, and that I thought there could be no doubt .about it; .the General and
Detachment Orders were then read, also the Orders of Council, 28th October, 1825, both by
Captain Dunlop, Lieut: Platt, and myself whea Captain Dunlop also said, that the General
Order included all those that died on their return from Arracan, after they had passed the
Naaf River; and that such was his opinion when the Committee sat on the 26th May last, is
"fully borne out by Lieut. Smith’s evidence, which states, that it was the General Order by the
Commander in Chief of the 2nd April last relating to the Naaf River, that Captain Dunlop
disputed on the 7th July last, his opinion must doubtless have been the same on the 29th May
last, and that neither Captain Dun]op or Lieut. Platt could, .possibly have been misled on
that day by the Orders of Council, 28th October, 1825, appears cerfain, inasmuch as it has
not the least reference to the point in questlon, namely, the admission of Claimants to the
Pension of the relatives of those men “ who were killed or died on the Burmese side of the
Naaf River,” all that the above Order was referred to for was, for the purpose of regulating
the grade of relationship of the Claimants, and not the admission of them; yet Lieut. Platt
states in his evidence, that this said Order misled the Committee to admit the Claimants to
the Pension for those men who died on tkis side of the Naaf River; I solicit the attention of
the Court to this part of Lieut. Platt’s evidence; but to return to the sub_]ect of the Mecting
of the Committee, that morning Captain Dunlop seemed fixed in Ais opinion, Lieut. Platt also
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joined him in it, in consequence of which I considered myself overraled, and conceived it to
be as stated in my Letter a resistance or rejection of advice, which being merely imaginary on
my part might perbaps have been too severe a term for it, and not warranted by the occasion,
I therefore regret having applied those expressions in my pablic Letter. :

‘The whole of the above circumstances must certainly have escaped the memories of

Captain Danlop and Lieat, Platt, and I cannot sufficiently lament that their statements de net .

*accord with mine, though I trust it will appear to this Court a most remarkable, and very
extraordinary case indeed, that two old Captains (one of them C_ommanding Officer,) also an
Adjutant of a Wing should take no notice of an Order, published only the day before the
Committee met, issued by one of those Captains and in the band writing of the said Adjutant,
one of the Members of the Committes, which pointed out so clearly and in few words the duty
they bad to perform, thatthey should admit without the least discussion Claimants that were
not entitled to the Pension, and I herewith beg leave to solicit permission to insert the said -
Order, issucd by me on the 25th May last.

Detachment Order by Captain Field.—Agreeably to the foregoing Regimental Order, a
Committee will assemble to morrow at 10 o’Clock, at the President’s Quarters, for the purpose
of investigating Claims preferred by relatives of men of the Regiment who were killed or died
on the Burmese side of the Naaf River.

President,
CAPTAIN FIELD.

CAPTAIN DUNLOP, { peubers. SJLIEUTENANT PLATT,
23rd Regiment. . 23rd Regiment.

After the decisions of Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, Lieut. Platt wrote down the
proceedings of the Committee, and as he entered the name of each Claimant he applied to me
first for my opinion as to admissable or inadmissable, which I as often refused, telling him to
give his own and take Captain Dunlop’s first, which I believe is mentioned in Lieut. Platt’s
evidence before this Court, and thus the Committee ended for the first time, as alluded to in
my Public Letter of the 25th July and 2nd September last. ‘

For me to have entered into any altercation with Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt at this
setting of the Committee would have been . very unpleasant, as there was no one else present
but ourselves, and I regret to say Captain Dunlop was on very bad terms with me, and Lieut.
Platt did not speak or come near me except on duty, and the same dislike had for some time
past prevailed throughout the Officers of the Wing, which I cannot account for, as I never had
the least difference of a private nature with any of them. .

I now beg leave Gentlemen, to detail to you to the best of my fecollection the circum-’
stances that occurred the second time the Committee sat, when Lieut. Smith became a Member
in the room of Lieut. Platt reported sick ; I commenced by saying that the relations of those
men only who were killed or died on the Burmese side of the Naaf River were entitled to
Pensions, when Lieut. Smith instantly or simultaneously seconded me in this remark (and he
may have looked at the Papers at the same time, but I do not recollect that he did), Captain
Dunlop then took up the question and argued it to a considerable length with Lieut. Smith,
during which I several times said that there could be no doubt of it, that the Regimental Order’
was short and clear, and that the General Order though more detailed were just as plain,
Captain Dunlop several times said but we must adhere to the General Order, which includes
all those that died on their way from Arracan to Calcutta; those points were warmly argued
between Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Smith, when I supported the lattér Officer with a few
words occasionally, but observing that Captain Dunlop still held his opinion, I sent for the
General and Detachment Orderly Books, for the purpose of convincing Captain Dunlop of
his having mistaken the meaning of the General Order; these Books were some little time
coming, during which the conversation still continued regarding Claimants to Pensions, and
I happened to mention to Lieutenant Smith, that I thought five of the Rolls made out at the

M : . '
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former setting of the Committee would be returned, in which he concurred in opinion with me,
though he has said that I agreed with him on this point, yet 1 imagine that had I not have
mentioned the circumstance, he would not at the time have known any thing about it; when
the \General and Detachment Orderly Books came, the General Order was read over to
Cap\ain Dunlop, both by Lieut.. Smith and myself, two or three-times, and the particular
parts of it explained to Captain Dunlop, by us; the meaning of which he had mistaken and
disputed, with . Lieut. Smith and myself, but Captain. Dunlop .appeared to me to hold kis
opinion to the last, and concluded with these remarkable expressions, * well then I don’t
understand it, and perhaps the Commander in Chief does not,” these expressions were
uttered in a kind of loose manner, and apparently without any meaning being attached to
them, beyond shewing that he was not of the same opinion as Lieut. Smith and myself; relative
to the meaning of the General Order of the 3rd April last, for it was the meaning of it that
was disputed by Captain Dunlop, not the existance of it; this difference of opinion ‘on the
part of Captain Dunlop during the sitting of the Committee on the 7th July, was alse included
. in the remarks made by me in my Public.: Letter of the 25th July last, and as Lieutenant
g"ml's“, Captain Smyith seems to think that Captain Dunlop was actuated by a semse-of duty during his
mont  was ia i discussion on that morning, .therefore ;my expressions in the above named Letter as already
rect opposition expressed, may probably have not been warranted or suitable to the occasion.
to my De“""& Captain Dunlop has said in his Public Letter dated 1st September last, that it was owing -
o aat to Licut. Smith that further mistakes were prevented, and thereby infers that I was ignorant of
Sumith well knew. the circumstance that only the relations of those men who were killed or died on the Burmese
side of the Naaf river were entitled to Pensions, be is also joined in this inferential opinion
by Lieut. Smith, both in the evidence of that Officer before this Court, as well as in his
Private Letter to Lieut. and .Adjutant Holmes, dated the 26th July, 1827, laid (hefore this
Court by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, and which Letter (of Lieut. Smith’s,) I cannot but think is
.of a very curious tenor from so junior an Officer, it also appears to be written on the 26th July,
last, after Captain Dunlop had sent in a reference against me, to Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull,
dated 22nd July last, and by suck Letter of Lieut. Smith’s it appears there has been a cautious
and secret communication kept up against me between Lieut.. Holmes, Lieut. Smith, and
Captain Dunlop, and Lieut. Platt {the two Members of the Committee), but 1 shall refrain
from making any remarks on this subject, and confine myself to the evidence and documents
before this Court; I therefore trust that on the Court’s adverting to my Detachment Order of
the 25th May last, issued only the day before the Court met and other circumstances, that the
inferences of these Gentlemen will appear to the Court to be ircorrect. )
I now beg leave Gentlemen, to solicit your attention to the Extracts and Copies of some
private Letters written by me to Licut. Holmes some days before, (as will appear by dates,)
Captain Dunlop sent in bis reference against me bearing date the 22nd July, 1827, and which
reference gave birth to the present unpleasant affair now before the Court, these letters to
Lieut. Holmes were written .by me in a careless and confidential manner, at a time when
neither myself, or any of the party concerned could have had the least idea that this business
would have become the subject of a public investigation, nor did I ever keep a copy of them,
not being aware at the time that they would ever be of the least use to me, and at the period
I wrote my Public Letter dated 22nd September last, in which I alluded to these extracts and
notes, (and which is proved by the datec of Lieut. Holmes’s note, No. 3.) consequently the
substance of them were stuted entirely at a guess, and without even recollecting when I had
written them, and which I thought had been much earlier; these circumstances together
with my mind being much embarrassed and agitated, from the constant frivolous references
made by Captain Dunlop against me, I trust will sufficiently account for their not exactly
according with my public communication of the 2nd September last, and it appears by
Lieut. Holmes’s Letter (No. 4.) that it was by mere accident that these notes were preserved:
in one of these notes, No. 1, I have said that the Committee was doubtful, this is evidently a
mistake; it ought to be  differed” as the Comnittee did differ on the 7th July last in opinion,
as well as on the first occasion, and in my Public Letter of the 27th July last the proper word.
ig used, I therefore trust the Court will admit this to be a mistake, and I bave to hope that these
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Extracts and Private Letters, together with other accidental circumstances, will give sufficient
weight to the communications they contain. -

I bave to regret that Lieut. Colonel Faithfull shouldhave made use of these Private Letters
and’ Extracts, as L should have preferred producing them myself before the Court in my
"defence, nor did I ever know that Lieut. Colonel Faithfull had done so until I received Lieut.
Holmes's private note No. 6. : ' o L .

I cannot describe to youn, Geéntlemen; how cruelly my mind .and feclings have been
harrassed daring this unpleasant circumstance, and my distress_helghtened from the doubts
cast on my veracity by Lieut. Colonel Faithfoll my Commahd!ng Officer, and which I am
totally at @ loss to account for, as L have been frequently ‘under his Command for a period of
twenty years past, and he hasalways before treated me with the greatest kindness, I am there-
fore quite unable to discover the cause of his having prejudged me in the present instance, or
the cause of his Letters of the 8th and 10tk September last.

It is now, Gentleman, about twenty-four years since I first entered the Service, and from
the time I had the honor to serve with the Army under the late Lord Lake in 1805 up to the
present period, my character and conduct as an Officer, was never once questioned ; on the
contrary, 1 bave received the applause of my superiors; on the brilliant Assault of the
fortified heights of Almorah on the 23th and 26th April, 1825, my conduct was noticed by
. Major General Sir Jasper Nicolls, K. C. B. and I received the thanks of that distinguished

General in Public Orders, and ultimately the approbation of the late Most Noble the Marquis
of Hastings, and even of ‘my present Commanding Officer, Licut. Colonel Faithfull, and when
Lieut. Colonel Nation took his leave of the Corps at Burtpoor, he expressed himself satisfied
with the cordial co-operation be reccived from us all during the Seige of that place, -and
Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. has even declared in a letter from the D. A. A.
General Captain Cragie to the address of Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding in Robilcund,
dated the 21st September last, that I am zealous and attentive to my duty, and that although
I am rather more strict than there is any real necessity for, he makes no doubt I'am actuated by
motives for the good of the Service, althoiigh I am sometimes guilty of errors in judgment, such
being the opinion of so distinguished a General as Sir Thomas Reynell of me, 1 leave it to
the superior judgment of this Court to judge of the yery great improbability of so punctual and
-strict an Officer as myself, having neglected to perform a duty laid down in a Regiment and
Detachment order issued by myself only the day before the Committee met, or that I would
even allow such an order to be wholly neglected without noticing it immediately, and I have
further to state, that it was so strongly impressed on my mind at the time, I received the
Regimental Order, that although my Detachment Order considerably abridged, yet 1 did not fail
insert particularly the object for which the Comniittee was fo meet, namely, for the purpose
of investigating claims prefcrred by. relations of men of the Regiment who were killed or died
on the Burmese side of the Naaf river and which order is in the hand-writing of Lieut. Platt
Adjutant of the Wing, in.the Detachment Orderly Book,” I am now thoroughly aware and
conscious of having committed a very great oversight and error in judgment, in not having
stated on the face of the proceedings of the Committee, that the two Members Captain Dunlop
and Lieut. Platt were of a different opinion from myself, and which- would have entirely
prevented this unpleasant circamstance, and the dilemma I have fallen into for the want of an
evidence being present on my side to witness the cirumstance, and I trust it will not be considered
improper to notice the bad terms Lieat.. Platt has been on with me at various periods, since
I have Commanded at Moradbad, and in consequence of such terms, the opportunities an Officer
has in his situation of misbehaving to his Commanding Officer when he comes to his house on
duty without the possibility of detection owing to the want of some impartial evidence being
present, and whichat a small solitary outpostlike Moradabad, where there are sometimes only
two or three Officers present besides the Commanding Officer, must often occur, I regret to say
it has so happened several times on the part of Lieut. Platt,"and I can call to my recollection
one instance of Lieut. Platt’s bebaviour, that was witnessed, which took place at my house,
somo time back, when he came to me one morning for orders, and without my first noticing it ;
it was remarked to me by an old Field Officer, who happened to be passing the station at the
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time, {and who until that period I hever saw)and on the morning alluded to he bad done me the:

® Lieut. Colonel honor to breaktast with me, and as the Lieut. Colonel* is now at this station, should the Court.

Comyn, Com-

manding. 53rd

Regiment.

deem it necessary to appeal to him for éruth of this assertion, I should not hesitate to call on
him to support it, I have also to state that I have often had trouble with Lieut. Platt in getting
him %o meet my wishes onr points of duty, as wcll as other Officers of the Wing under my
Command, and which perhaps may not be unworthy of consideration, in casting up a general
evidence that may be given against me by Lieut, Platt. 1 have also to submit to the notice of
this Court, the curious manner Lieut. Holmes acted regarding my note to him No. 2, and
although be tells me it was laid before Lieut.- Colonel Faithfull, yet he privately and secretly
sends it to Lieut. Smith first, with directions to him not to shew it to any one, when Lieut.
Smith contrary to these injunctions shows it to Captain Dunlop and Licut. Platt, and then
returns it to Lieut. Holmes, commenting in a most unfavorable manner on my conduct, and
requesting Lieut. Holmes to preserve it with care; all this from a junior Officer against me his
Commanding Officer, may I trust not be considered altogether fair. All these circumstances
I trust the Court will take into consideration, also the long course of years I have served with
honor and credit to iyself, and also reflect how deeply an unhappy circumstance of this
nature might effect the prospects of a man, who is conscious of having virtually and in effect
always done his duty and ever acted for the good of the Service up to the present date, and
which is even acknowledged by his superiors. ’
In conclusion, Gentlemen, I have to add, that I place the fullest confidence in your
judgment and experience in the Service, I place my hounor in your hands,; and in thorough
consciousness of my innocense of the heavy charge brought forward against me by Lieut.
Colonel Faithfull, I submit my case to your impartial consideration and decision.
' G. B. P. FIELD,
. Captain,
‘ 23rd Regiment, N, L

Questions to Captain Dunlop by Captain Field.
Q. Was it the General Orders of the 3lst March, 1827, or the General
Orders of Council, 28th October, 1825, which occasioned the mistake the

Ne. 95 Committee made at its first Meeting ?

This is quite erronecus and will be A. Paying too much attention to the General Orders in Council,
;::L!oed;:"x:x‘: d:: w‘:l?c;‘:m':{‘ O:M“:g' 28th October, 1825, and not sufficient attention to the other Orders issued
o do with tho sdmission of Claimants = OD the occasion, might have caused the mistake. :
to the Pension, mo more than :the Q. Were the General, Regimental, and Detachment Orders read over

Muster Roll of one Regiment hasto do ¢ (he first Meeting of the Committee?

with another although the form may be
alike. :

A. The Books were on the table for reference.

. No 26, Q. Did you read the Orders above alluded to?
It is quite clear that this was a tender
subject to Captain Dunlop, and at the

A. Yes, the Detackment and Regimental Orders were read by me, and

Court Martial he f that bis Evi. the General Orders of Council, 28th October, 1825,
dence would bo shaken b; such an Q. Did you observe whether Lieut. Platt also read the Orders above
acknowlodgment, he therefore (on glluded to ? ’ .-

,’::ﬁ)tgg“yr’d::::‘{h:';;’,{:"f,;:ﬁ::;‘:,‘}- A. Idonot recollect whether he actually read them, but he might

the Committee,

have done it.

Q. On reading those Orders, did you make any observations on the
tenor of them? '

A. No, certainly not.

Q. What rendered a reference to these Orders necessary, or what was
the occasion of it?

A. There was no reference whatever made. The Books were on the
table and J might have looked into them, but no discussion took place to
occasion it. .

There being no further questions to put to Captain Dunlop, his evidence
is read over to him, he acknowledges it to be correct.
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Lieut. Platt 23rd Regiment is called into Court, and the following questions
put to him by Captain Field.

Q. Was it the General Orders of the 3lst March, L827, or the Generadl - -

Order of Council, 28th October, 1825, which occasioned the mistake the

Comnmnittee made at its first meeting? . _
A. The General Order of Council, 28th October, 1825.

Q. Were the General, Regimental, and Detachment Qrdei'sl; read ‘over

at‘ the first meeting of the Committee?

: ) No. 27.
Vide my Remark, No. 25.

A. They were not read aloud, but were read by each Individual form-.

ing the Committee. y . o
Q. On reading those Orders did you make any observations on the

tenor of them! . : . v
A. No, I am not aware that I made any observations.on the tenor of

them. ‘
Q. Did any thing occur during the sitting of the Committee to render

a reference to these Orders necessary ?

No. 28.
It was not likely that Lieut. Platt as
Adjutant of the Wing under my Com-
mand, would acknowledge that he had
opposed my Detachment Order which
he had written . in the Book only a few

A. We referied to the Roll as also to the list of succession of heirs, bours hefore, and thereby criminate

and I questioned the Claimants accordingly, I can’t say whether the Com- himaelf.

mittee referred to the Roll, but I did. , .

This evidence is read over to Lieut. Platt, which he acknowledges to be
correct.

There being no further questions or Evidences to be examined, the
Court is closed.

OPINION.

After a patient and attentive examination of the whole of the documents
and Evidence, the Court is of tbe following opinion. o
That the Statements made by Captains Field and Dunlop, cannot in any way be
reconciled or explained. That no discussion or opposition on the part of Captain Dunlop
took place during the first and second Meetings of the Committee, viz. on the 26th- May and
9th of June, 1827. That some discussion did take place at the 3rd Meeting on the 7th July,
1827, but not of such a nature as to justify’ the report made by Captain Field, on the 25th
July, 1827, .in his Letter for the information of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, to Lieut. and Adjutant
Holmes, 23rd Regiment, N. I. . ' e
(Signed) J. KENNETT,
- o o Lieut.-Colonel.
37th Regiment, N.IL
o President.
_ (True Copy.) o
s - (Signed) R. S. H. BIRCH, Lieut:
: Officiating Deputy Judge,
Advocate General,
Meerut Division.

The above questions, answers, and opinion of t’helCOurt of inquiry are truly and correctly

copied by me from the Copy furnished me by the Government in India. :
: G. B. P. FIELD. _
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Notes and Extracts of Létters producéd dgainst me at the ‘C_fji;ft of Inquiry.

i R R e R A L, AR A 0 SRR Eia L E e S SV

‘ .- -.;Moradabad, 10th: July, 1827.

. My dear Holmes, B B [T R PR

Herewith: I have the pléasure to entlose you the Statement of ‘a €laini to a
Pension preferred since the Committee last sat. There are one or two claims aboutjto-be made
for men that died-at-their bouses -and elséwhere ‘since their retirn fronr Arracan, but as the
General Order as well as the Regimental one specifies particularly that those only 'who' died
on the Burmese side.of the Naaf River: ard -entitled to have their Relations Pensioned, the
Committee is therefore doubtful as to whether the above-named Claimants are to have their
Statements brought before orno; will you therefore oblige me with a-few hints on this subject
‘by return of Dk, you can enquire of the Committee at your Station how they acted in such
. cases as it appears to me hard that as these poor fellows died at their Houses from the

sickness they got in Arrican, that their families should be deprived of the Pension, merely
because they did not actually expire on the bther side of the Naaf River.. "

No. 1

(True Extract.) , . S .
oo v (Signed) -0 0+ J. HOLMES.
No. 2. . . SR
Almorah, 13th July, 1827.
My dear Field,

There cannot be a doubt on the subject of the Pension Rolls, you mention
the heirs of those only who have died on the. ‘ Burmese side of the Naaf river are entitled to
Pensions.” The seven Rolls you sent in {Triplicate) I did not look at, if I except whether you
admitted the claim or not, and the consequence is, five will be rejected, they have been sent to
Head Quarters,.and in all probability Jaithfull will get a Wig, and I'll as a matter of course
get one also.. 'The Roll received this morning of a man who died at Sea, will not even be
admitted, I shall ask the Colonel to send it, and i¢ may pass muster. - Have the goodness to
send me a Roll of all Supernumeries of your Wing, agreeably to Division Orders of the 7th,
to enable me sending it to Meerut, put their names down according to their standing in the
Wing, not by companies, I mean by seniority.

The order regarding Pensions is peculiarly hard, but a line must be drawn as it was
foreseen that the claims would be innumerable.

o - Your’s sincerely,

_ (Signed) » J. HOLMES. .
Remark.—The above note from Lieut. Holmes drew from me the following reply out of

which Lieut. Colonel' Faithfull formed the first Count in the charge against me at my late
Trial. _ R .
No.8. . =
My dear Field,
‘Agreeably to your request, I send a Copy of your note to me, which is as

Almorah, 9th September, 1827.

follows:

No. 4. ,
¢ Extract.”

16th July, 1827.
My dear Holmes, ;

‘ I have just received your letter in reply to mine, on the subject of the
Pension Claimants, in the first Committee that sat, my opinion was just as you have stated,

-
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“ ot entitled tinless on the Burmese side.of -the Naaf Riven’:but Captain Dunlop and Platt
thought otherwise and casried i¢ against me :this last timethe Committes sat Platt was reported
sick, .of course Smith was put on in his room and luckily happened to be of the same opinion
as myself, though Captain D. again loudly disputed the point, .and as:two:were. of the same
opinion of course we carried it against him. I am sorry if there was any mistake in the former .. ;
statement, but it was really not my fault,'as you: . will. perceive by the above account of
the Committee, and I sincerely hope no Wig will .be sent to yon or the Colonel;: T'wish you. ...
would be good enough to mention the circumstance to'the Colonel.;. N it

I enclose you the Statement of deceased men’s estates, which: you. sent me-to fill up,

excuse haste and believeme, . - - ... "1 Ioios ot e r s g ‘
P o ST S Your's sincerely, . -
- (Signed) . +G. B. FIELD.
" (True Extract) R
(Signed) ' J; RBOLMES. -

The above is what you wrote me which was of course laid before the Colonel, .will you in
return oblige me with a Copy of my Letter to you, dated the 10th:and 11th of July, -the -one
you allude to in your Service letter.: Ihave so much to do at present that I cannot .write you
another line. ) T el T Lo . . R |

o ; ' , Your’s sincerely, = -

' - (Signed) . J. HOLMES: .
Remark.—Though Lieut. Holmes keeps up this shew of sincerity in this communication,
and tells me my note was of course laid before Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull ; he never mentions
a word about his having sent it to Lieut. Smith to comment.on, and thus conceals his insiduous
correspondence from my knowledge; had I only known. this circumstance;.previous to :the
sitting of the Court of Inquiry, I should soon have: forsaken' the hollow friendship of Lieut.
Holmes. O T T U UL

i

No. 5. ‘ _ .

. Ex_tra.Ct."‘ ; X ; ) o L .

» . e e . . Almorah, 3rd October, 1827. - .

Mydear Field, i ' .« o0 0 o0 o0 , R
: ‘ ..~ It is but fair to let you know the Colonel has introduced your note of the

10th, also that of the 16th of July, with: others:on the.:same subject into a Public Letter to

Brigadier Vanrenan's Address & few days back. i « .0 .~ ' o

ST L Your’s sincerely, ‘
: . .+ (Signed) . J. HOLMES.

) Remark.—Lieat. Holmes still keeps up his shew of sincerity, although he had actually
been kanding my private noles about to Lieat. Smith and others in the Regiment, solely for
the purpose of getting the subjects.of them contradicted ; and by the above acknowledgment,
Lieut. Colonel Faithtull had evidently collected all such kind of private notes throughout the
Regiment, with a view to criminate. me before a Court Martial.. .. : ' - oo 7 b

e SRR :“"‘.-’-—'T’—-'I I L Ly t . ST ) .»..Ai

N0.16. ‘ ’ : ’ "'-/ n ': o . PR : ' . "l‘v -
Extract from a letter from Lieut. Smith Ato Lieut. Holmes, Adjutant. of the Regiment at
e Imorab. . :. . . . ; SR

' ' ., Moradabad, 26th July, 1827.
My dear Holmes, . - : .. : co . - ' :
. . TIlose no time in returning you Field’s note,® received last evening, and # Dated the 16th
which we hope you will keep with care as it may be wanted hereafter. Knowing the exact July, 1827.
state of things here, I took upon me to shew it against your advice to Dunlop and Platt, as
they can only totally refute that part of it regarding themselves, the latter will I believe write
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to you.to day, but.in case of an accident, X will briefly tell you that they both positively
disavow the slightest recollection of any dispute or disagréement with Field about the Pension.
Claims, while Platt was a Member of the Committee. In fact, they deny that any objection
See page 38,  Whatever was made by. Field. I can add with truth that the objection which I made on coming
Court of Inquiry on the .Committee appeared quite new to Field, and he did not allude, which is odd enough,
;v'::.l 15 :;‘;’2;‘;6 to a similar opinion declared as he writes, to the first Committee, but on the contrary, referred
Lt. Smith’s reply. to the’ General Order to see if I was right, and then agreed with me that a mistake had been
made with regard to the first seven Claims. : S ‘ -

.But independant of this strong Evidence which of itself will perhaps be thought conclusive,
he may easily be confated out of his own mouth, thus, if he did in tbe first instance sce the
objection, if he expressed his opinion thereupon to the Committee, and if it was notwithstanding
carried against him, how was it that in forwarding the papers to Almorah, he never noticed
the error into which the Members had fallen, and which if even hinted at would have been
detected both by you and the Colonel, and the latter would have returned the Rolls for correc-
tion? Is it not pretty clear therefore that he did not see the mistake till the 2nd Committee
wrote you the accompanying note? .

~I'was called away to attend a Meeting at Field’s Quarter to hear your Wig read and he as

we expected tried to throw the blame on Dunlop and Platt, who however strongly denied that

he ever expressed an opinion differing from their’s, he will doubtless persist in his assertion,

but the two Members will of course be listened to. ° :

: - : ' Your's sincerely,
S Lo - - © .~ . M. SMITH.

Remark.—The - truth or.jfalsehood  of tho. above Letter of Lieut. Smith’s regarding

myself .mayeasily be judged of, from his prevarication at the Court of: Inquiry and Court

Martial, so conspicuously manifest on the face of those Proceedings. : e

The foregoing Extract of Lieut. Smith’s Letter was sent to the Court of Inquiry by
Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull as evidence against me, and I need not make any remark on the
words “ we hope you will keep it with care as it may be wanted hereafter,”” which sufficiently

- explains Lieut. Smith’s motives for writing this Comment on mine of the 16th July, and
which is evidently done with a view that it snight be produced against me, and considering
that he was an Officer of.only five or six years standing, and myself his immediate Commanding
Officer upwards of twenty-four years in the Service, it cannot be considered a proper produc-
tion: he says “ that I agreed with him that a mistake had been made in regard to the first
seven claims; how could he have known this, if I had not mentioped it then, as he was not
on the first Committee. IHe must have secretly heard my opinion which I had given at the
first meeting of the Committee, from Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, to whom he had shewn
my private note of the 16th July received from Lieut. Holmes ; and the very circumstance
of Captain Dunlop’s disputing the meaning of the General Order with Lieut. Smith and
myself, of itself alone, corroborates hoth my statements contained in my letters of the 16th
and 25th July, entered on the face of the Proceedings of the Court Martial ; but Lieut. Smith
has refused to acknowledge many things that was said at the Meeting at which he was present,

- and the discrepancy in his Evidence both at the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, ought to
vanquish all the inferences he has thrown out against me on both those occasions, which he
has evidently done to assist Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, in their cruel object of ruining
me, to benefit themselves and escape detection of their disobedience of my Orders.

The following General Order which was issued on the 20th of August, 1827, (only a very
few months preceding my Trial) is here inserted to shew that His Excellency the Commander
in Chief bad highly disapproved of Witnesses giving a different Evidence at a Court Martial,
to what they gave at a Court of Inquiry; and from this circumstance I had grounded my hope
that his Excellency the Commander in Chief, would have taken into his humane consideration
the vast discrepancy of the Witnesses at my Trial, and the difference between their Evidence

- at the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, which is so conspicuously manifest. :
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(K)

General Orders by the Commander ia Chief, Head Quaiters, Calcutta, 20th August, 1827,
’ The Commander in Chief on perusing the Proceedings of the Native General
Court Martial, assembled at Barrackpore on the 30th May last, has remarked with deep
concern that the depositions declared on oath before that Tribunal, by Soobedar Bowany
Sing, and Jemedar Kumane Sing, of the Orissa Provincial Battalion, are most essentially
and materially different from their Evidence before a Court of Inquiry, previously assembled
to investigate the same circumstance, and adverting to the explanation of the palpable
discrepance by the former, that ** that day T had not the Ganges water giveh ime,” and to the
lattei’s having committed wilful and palpable Perjury, by declaring that the Evidénce that Le
then gave on oath was strictly the same as that defivered by him to the Court of Inquiry ;
considers their conduct so disgraceful to them as Officers, as to render them unworthy of
bing retained in the Army, &ec.
(A True Exfract.)
(Signed) THOMAS BARRON,
Assistant Adjutant General of the Army.

The following ordér by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull was issued on the 2nd
November, 1827, depriving ine of my Grenadier Company and giving it to Captain Dunlop
contrary to the regulations of the Service, previous to the Trial taking place. )

Extract of Regimental Orders by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, Commanding 23rd Regiment, N. I.
Almorah, 2nd Noveémber, 1827.

. . Captain Field is femoved froiit the Léft Grenadiers and posted to the fourth
Company, vice Captain Hamilton removed to theseventh Company, and Captain Dunlop from
the latter to the Left Grenadiers.

(True Extract.)’
(Sighéed) J. HOLMES,
' Lieutenant Adjutant,
23rd Regiment, N. 1.
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PROCEEDINGS.
L)

_ Proceedings of a European General Court Martial assembled at Meerat, on Thursday, the
17th day of January, 1828, by order of His Excellency General the Right Honorable Lord,
Combermere, Commander in Chief of all the Forces in India, and by virtue of a Warrant
under the Hand and Seal of Brigadier J. W, Adams, C. B. Commanding the Meerut Division,
being thereunto duly authorized by Warrant from His Excellency the Commander in Chief,
for the Trial of Captain G. B. P, Field, of the 23rd Regiment, N. I. and of such other Prisoners
as may be brought before it.

President,
Lieut. Colonel F, A. Weston, 35th Regiment, N. I.

Members,
Major James Dunbur Tovey, H. M. 31st Regiment,
Major S. Land, 60th Regiment, N. I.
(Captain P, T: Waugh,. 10th Regiment, Light Cavalry
- 8. Enderby,r © ~ H. M. 16th Lancers,
_ A.J. Byﬁ)m, b 85t Ditto
' Thomas Monteath, th Regiment, N. I.
All theso Officers A. Dickson, 60th Regiment, N. L.
their respective 4 Samuel Bolton,. H. M. 31st Regiment,
’J?";,‘;f""’° Cap- George Blake, . Horse Artillery,
el * Arthur Gruebar, H. M. 3]st Regiment,
C. W. Cowley,: 31st Regiment, N. 1.
Lieut. Charles M‘Morine, Horse Artillery,
C. Blair, 10th Light Cavalry,
L John Hotham, Horse Artillery.

Judge Advocate, Conducting the Trial.
Captain W. P. Cook, Deputy Judge Advocate General, Meerut Division.

The Court met at 10 o’Clock in the Forenoon of the above mentioned day. The
Prosecutor, Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, and the Prisoner, Captain Ficld being in Court, the
several General, Division, and Station Orders directing the Trial, and constituting the
Court, &c. are respectively read. : :

The Warrants to the Officer Commanding the Meeraut Division to assemble Court's
Martial (an attested Copy) is read, as are also the President’s and Judge Advocate’s Warrants.

The President sworn,

Judge Advocate. Captain Field have you any objection to any of the Members sitting
on your Trial.

A. None. )

‘Ihe Members sworn.

The Judge Advocate sworn.

The Charge is read as follows, viz, :

Captain G. B. P. Field of the 23rd Regiment of Native Infantry, placed in Arrest
by order of thé Commander in Chief, and charged as follows: .
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Charge. Conduct unbecoming the.. character. of an Officer and a
Gentleman in the following instances, viz. - . )

1st. Inhaviog in a Letter dated the 16th July, 1827, to the Address of
Lieutenant and Adjutant Holmes of the 23rd Regiment of. Native Infantry,
falsely stated as follows: * in the first Committee that sat, my opinion was
“ just as you have stated,” not entitled unless on the Burmese su.ie of the
‘ Naaf River;”’ but Captain Dunlop and Platt thought otherwise, and
“ carried it against me,” and in baving further falsely stated .in the same
Letter, “ I am sorry if there was any mistake in the former Statements,but it
* was really not my fault as you will perceive by the above account of the
* Committeo.”

2nd. In baving in a Letter dated the 25th July, 1827, to the:Address
of Lient. and Adjutant Holmes of the 23rd Regiment of Native Infantry,
falsely stated as follows: *“ When I was. President of the Committee for
* jovestigating the Claims to Pensions, Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt
* were Members, when the former Officer in total rejection of my advice,
* insisted that the families of those men who died on their return to Calcutta
were entitled to the Pension. I pointed out the Regimental Order was
very short, clear, and concise, and that it was only those that died on
‘ the Burmese side of the Naaf River, whose families were entitled to
¢ receive the Pension; but Captain Dunlop thought the: General Orders
“ meant otherwise, and therefore superseded the Regimental one, in which
¢ opinion I am sorry to say Lieut. Platt sided with him, by which means I
“ was overruled, and the statement of some Natives taken, that I.-do not
* think would be admitted to the Pension.” '

Whereas upon. the occasion referred to in each of the Letters quoted in
the foregoing Counts, Captain Field did not make any objection or expla-
nation of the nmature alluded to by him, and did not express his disapproval
for the reasons assigned by bim, of any of the claims allowed by Captain
Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, nor did he in forwarding the Reports of the
Committee (bearing his own counter-signature as President) to the Head
Quarters of the Regiment, submit any remark indicative of his dissent from
the Members.

Such false statements as set forth in the foregoing Counts, having been
wilfully advanced by Captain Ficld, for the dishonorable purpose of
exonerating himself from censure, to which he was justly obnoxious by
falsely and maliciously attributing the whole blame to Captain Dunlop and

Lieut. Platt.
(Signed) W. C. FAITHFULL,
Lieut.-Colonel,
. Commanding 23rd Regiment, N. I,

-

Almorah, 18th December, 1827.

- Judge Advocate. Captain Field, do you admit yourself to be correctly
designateil by naine and Corps in the Charge.
A. Ido.
Judge Advocate. Are you Guilty, or not Guilty?.
A. Not Guilty.

Judge Advocate. It is the Order of the Court that all Witnesses PLEA.
remain out of the Court, until they are respectively called on to give .

evidence in Court. _ ,

Judge Advocate. Colonel Faithfull if you have any thing to offer in "
observation to the Court in opening the case for the Prosecution, you will
now be pleased to submit it. . :

Prosecution.



Prosecution.

OPENING ADDRESS.

# Vide Lieat.-Colonel Faithfull's Let-

“ters of the 8th and 10th September,
Page 33, H H, whic! plmnly shews
that ke alone is my ac

Remark.—Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull
states that he affords me an opportunity
to.prove my nssertions, whea he well
knew that no other person was present
at the Committee but the Witnesses
for the Prosecution, who were my bit-
ter Enemies, namely Captain Dualop
and Lieut. Platt.

FIRST WITNESS.

Remark.—It will be seen on reference
to the Letter conveying the reprimand,
this Letter of miue quoted in the first
Count of the Charge was written before
the reprimand was even thought of.

.

52

s i-:Colonel Faithfull addresses the Court as follows:

Mr. President and Gentlemen, Members of the Court, the Duty of Pro-
secutor on the present Trial has * devolved on me by order of His Excellency
the. Commander in Chief, and though I regret the predicament in which Cap-
taiw Field now stands, a sense of duty and of justice to tbe parties concerned
has actuated me throughout, and led to the adoption of steps which 1 éon-
sider calculated to place beyond the shadow of a doubt the character of that
Officer, by affording him an opportumty of provmg the assertions he has
made .

» I will not trespass nnnecessanly on your time;- nor attempt to give a
colourmg to conduct which will be fully developed by the Evidence I shall
adduce, and which I trust will satisfy you that I kave in bringing the present
question to.issue neither compromised the respectability of the Regiment I
command, not sacrificed the Honor of the Service to which I belono'

(Signed) Ww.C. FAITHFULL,
Lieat.-Colotiel,
Commanding 23cd Regiment, N, L

Lleut Joseph IIolmes, Adjutant, 93rd Regiment, N. L. a Witness for
the Prosecution is called into Court and sworn.

The Charge read to the Witness.

Examined by the Prosecutor.

Q. - Look at these papers and say if they arc Letters in the hand
writing of Captain Field. and received by you from him in due course,
according to their respective dates?

A. Yes, I received the whole of those in due course of Dék they are
in the hand writing of Captain Field. v

- .. The Letters are read as follows:
My dear ITolmes,

Herewith :I ‘have the pleasure to enclose y(m the Statcment of a
Claim to a Pension preferred since the Committee. last sat, there are one or
two other Claims about to be made for men that died at their houses, and
elsewhere, since their return from Arracan; but as the General Order as
well as the Regimental one specifies particularly those only who died on the
Burmese side of the Naaf river are entitled to have their relations Pen-
stoned, tho Committee is therefore doubtful as to whether the above named
Claimants are to have their Statements brought before them or no. Will
you therefore oblige me with a few hints on this subject by return of Dak,
you can inquire of the Committee at your Station how they acted in such
cases, as itappears to me bard, that as these poor fellows died at their
houses from the sickness they got in Arracan, that their families should be
deprived of the Pension merely because they did not expire on the other
side of the Naaf River.

I bave no news to give you and am busy getting off the Invalids,’ so0
excuse haste, :
: Your’s sincerely,
(Signed) . G. B. FIELD.
10th July, 1827, ‘ : :

My dear Holmes,

- Here are the Rolls of the enghteen menremoved from the
20d Grenadiers and Sth Battalian Company, in all 18 men. You will
observe ‘that they are all posted to Companies accordmg to the Roll, with
the exception of Shackh Mimrum and Surwul Sing ; the former man requested
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to be put in the 7th Company on account of his relations being in it, and
the latter was equally pressing to be in the 5th Company, en this score, so ¥
thought it would make no great difference accommodating them. I have just -
‘received your ®Letter in reply to mine on the subject of 'the = Whis Letter
Pension Claimants, in the first Committee that sat ; my opinion onlaining Lieut,

- Holmes’s reply
was just as you have stated, * not entitled unless on the to mine was also
Burmese side of the Naaf River,”

but Captains Dunlop and ::e.ieeted_tb! the
Platt thought otherwise, and carried it against me; this last o fomy bt
- time the Committee sat, Platt was reported sick ; of course defence, see No.
Smith was put on in his room, and luckily happened to be of 2,page 46. .
the same opinion as myself, though Captain D. again loudly disputed the
oint; but as two were of the same opinion of course we carried it against
im. I am sorry if there was any mistake in the former Statements, -but it

was really not my fault, as you will perceive by the above aceount of the -
Comnittee, and I sincerely hope no Wig will be sent eitber to you or the

Colonel.

I also enclose you the Statement of deceased men’s Estates which you

sent me to fill up, excuse haste and believe me, :

: Your’s sincerely,
(Signed) G. B. P. FIELD.
16th July, 1827. : .

(Service.)

SI
& It is with extreme regret that I am reluctantly under

the necessity of forwarding to you the enclosed Letters, numbered from
1 to 4, between Captain Dunlop and myself for the perusal of Lieut.-
Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment ; ia doing which, I cannot but
consider that Captain Dunlop has made the most wanton and virulent attack
on me, and been actuated throughout by the most evil motives towards me.

Unwilling as I am to trespass on the time and attention of Lieut.-
Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment, I beg leave briefly ta state
the following circumstances. S

That since Captain Dunlop had forwatded his last reference against me
I had come to the firm determination of not yeprimanding him for any neg-
lect whatever on' Duty, without the consent of the Lieutenant. Colonel,
Commanding the Regiment; which resolution ¥ had rigidly adhered to ever
since, and which I trust will be conspicuously manifest to the Lieut.-Colonel
in the last act of Captain Dunlop’s- disobedience of Orders regarding the
Invalids, which I hombly conceive merited some kind of admonition; at
the same time, I find it impossible to avoid speaking to Captain Dunlop on
points of Duty when he is neglectful, and particularly as his: written pro-
fessions of habitual correctness and accuracy by no means accord with his
practice.” The difficulty of my dealing with an Officer on Duty like €aptain
Dunlop, who is bent on oppesition, and inclined to: say whatever pleases
him best, and assert things diametrical to the real state of the case, is, I
confess very great, and I respectfully hope may meet the consideration of
the Lieut.-Colonel, Commanding the Regiment. R . ‘

Captain Dunlop’s lengthened out and immoederate detail of his feelings!
being galled and wounded by being simply spoken to on Duty, is I humbly
conceive merely to assist his purpose of prejudicing me in the eyes of my
superiors, and whilst he complains of the sufferings of his own feelings he
bas had but little mercy on. mine, in offering so gross an affront to me by
introducing my wife’s name in his Public Letter; particularly after I bad

‘ iy o

Moradabad, 25th July; 1827.

Prosecution.

How then could it be to exonerate my-

self from that reprimand, as stated in

the concludininverment of the Charge ?

and even if I had anticipated, or dread-

ed a fature approach of it, should I

have written to Lieut. Holmes, to men-

tion the circumstance to Lieut.-Col

Faithfull; which would at once have

put him in mind of it? This Letter
also shews that X was not aware that it
was such a crime not to have reported
the dissent of lhe Members from my
opinion at the first meeting of the
Committee, and in my humble opinion
this Letter also proves the charge to be

imaginary and err , it will also

be seen on reference to the Letter

conveying the reprimand, that Lieut.-
Colonel Faithfull had done exactly the
same thing as myself, and which in me
he had magnified into an enormous
erime, namely, that of forwarding Rolls
to the Head Quarters of His Excel-
lency the Commander in Chief bearing
his own counter-signature that were
inaccurate. Vide page 16, of these
Proceedings.

Remark.—T was not permitted at my
Trial to produce Captain Dunlop’s
Letter of the 22nd July, containing
Jrivelous complaints against me, which
drew forth this communication from
me, in which the business of the Com-
mittee is incidentally mentioned.
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personally told him of the indelicacy of unnecessarily mentioning a Lady’s
name in the course of public conversation on Duty, and the more so as it
is not in the smallest degree of the least use or assistance to his statements,
it could therefore only be done with a view more effectually to wound my
feelings. I feel that I cannot sufficiently complain of this indelicate act of
Captain Dunlop’s, and respectfully hope that the Lieut.-Colonel may
disapprove of it also. . )

1 regret to state, that I have never met with that sapport and assistance
on Duty from Captain Dunlop since he joined the Wing, and which I
had a right to expect he would afford me, and I trust it will be manifest to
the Lieut.-Colonel in the following instances; viz. When I was President
of the Committee for investigating the Claims to Pensions, Captain Dunlop
and Lieut. Platt were Members; when the former Officer in total rejection
of my advice, insisted that the families of those men that died on their
return to Calcutta were entitled to the Pension, I pointed out the Regimental
Order was very short, clear and concise, and that it was only those that
died on the Burmese side of the Naaf River, whose families were entitled to
receive the Pension ; but Captain Dunlop thought the General Orders meant
otherwise, and therefore superseded the Regimental one, in which opinion I
am sorry to say, Lieut. Platt sided with him ; by which means I was over-
ruled, and the Statements of some Natives taken, that 1 do not think would
be admitted to the Pension. When the Committee sat a second time, Lieut.
Platt happened to be reported sick, and the next senior Officer Lieut. Smith
was of course appointed a Member in his room; Captain Dunlop again
strongly, opposed me, but lackily Lieut. Smith was of the same opinion as
myself, and we adhered strictly to the Regimental Order on the subject.
I have merely mentioned this as a single point of resistance on the part of
Captain Dunlop, for I cannot but think he must know better. :

I could frequently bave noticed inattentions, &c. on the part of Captain
Dunlop when on Parade, but from the resolation mentioned in the feregoing
part of this Letter, I refrained from so doing, and as to the acrimony
Captain Dunlop talks of in his Letter, it must entirely exist with bimself;
for he has frequently shewn a disposition to quarrel with me since I have
known him, (a period of fifteen or sixteen years) notwithstanding I have
ever shewn an inclination to be on amicable terms with him, and particularly
when he first joined the Wing at this place, and I think that the declaration
contained in tlie latter part of my Letter to that Officer ought to have
satisfied him. . : ) .

I will not at present intrude any thing more on the notice of the Lieut.-
Colonel, Commanding the Ilegiment, but in conclusion have to say, that I
most solemnly declare on my ‘word of honor, (and am ready to testify on
oath should it be necéssary,) that the whole of the circumstances set forth
in my Letter in reply to Captain Dunlop’s are true, and that I never had
the least wish to hurt that Officers feelings in any way; my object being
purely to carry on the Duty of the Wing in a proper manner, and agreeably
to the Orders I received from the Head Quarters of the Regiment; but since
Captain Dunlop has forced me to forward this correspondence to you, I
cheerfully submit the whole of the circamstances to the superior judgment
and decision of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment.

. I have the honor to be,

SIR, .
) L Your most obedient Servant,
To Lieut. Holmes, . G. B. P. FIELD,
Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N.T. ' Captain,

Almorah, Commanding Left Wing, 23rd Regiment, N. I,
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The Court cléarcd.

The Court resolve that the whole of the official letter of Captain Field,
just read, be recorded as evidence. - . .
: The Court opened and the preceding minute read.

Examined by the Judge Advocate,.

Be s0 good as to produce the Regimental Order appointing the -

Committee at Moradabad on the claims-to Pensions? .. . o
A. This is the Order Book of the Left Wing of the 23rd Regiment at
Moradabad. . ) : .
The Book is produced and the following order read and extracted from it,
viz.
Detachment Orders. -
Moradabad, Friday, 25th May, 1827.
Extract of Regimental Orders. ’
Almorah, 22nd May, 1827.

Captain Field will be pleased to assemble a Committee immediately
on receipt of this order, and of which he will be President, with the next two
senior Officers, Members for the purpose of investigating Claims preferred by
relatives of men of the Regiment, who were killed or died on the Burmese
side of the Naaf River, the attention of the Committee is particularly
called to the Orders of Council, of the 28th October, 1825, and by His
Excellency of the 3lst March, 1827, .

The Proceedings of individuals as closed to be immediately forwarded
to the Head Quarters of the Regiment for the Commanding Officer’s signa-
ture and transmission to the Head Quarters of the Army. :

Detachment after Orders.

Agreeably to the foregoing Regimental Order a Committee will assemble
to-morrow at ten o’Clock, at the President’s Quarters, for the purpose of
investigating claims preferred by relatives of men of the Regiment who were
killed or died on the Burmese side of the Nuaf River.

President,
CAPTAIN FIELD.
CAPTAIN DUNLOP, - (LIEUT. PLATT,
23rd Regiment. Members. 5 93rd Regiment.

Q. By whom was the Detachment order at Moradabad issued. -
A. By Captain Field who Commanded the Wing. —_
Q. Have you the Reports of the Committee on the Pension Claims?
- A. Yes, here they are. . :
Q. Look at them, and say if any remark is recorded on any of them by
Captain Field, as President of the Committee, indicative of his dissent from
the opinion of the Members, or either of them? o .
A. ‘lhere is no remark of the kind. -

Prosecution.

Remark,—This Order issued by myself
only the day before the Committee met,
is in thorough unison with the General
and Regimental Order on the same sub-
Jject, and it is quite impossible to mis-
take the meaning of it as Captain Dnn-
lop has stated, it also exhibits the very
point disputed by Captain Dunlop at
the third Meeting of the Committee.
and which Lieut. Smith has stated -1
the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial
that he did do.

Q. In transmitting those Reports to you, did Captain Field submit any -

cxplanation or observation for the information of the Commanding Officer
by which it could possibly be inferred that any difference of opinion existed
between the President and the Members or either of them, relative to any
(l:l]‘mms of the relatives of Sepoys who died to the westward of the Naaf
iver. ’
A. None whatever. :

2. ¥ Captain Field’s signature as President affixed to those Reports?
. Yes, - v
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Cross examined by the Prisoner.

Q. When you received my private note of the 16th July last on which
. the first Count in the Charge is grounded; did you shew it to Colonel Faith-
\ full immediately or forward it to Lieut. Smith first for the purpose of
obtaining his opinion on the subject it contained?
A. [ first forwarded it to Lieut. Smith.

Q.
Remark.~It cannot I trust be considered fair in a
person handing about the Private Lotters of another
with a view to criminate him, and whom he out-
wardly professes a friendship for, and which private
Letters were written in & careless and confidential
manner, and in the burry of busiuess, for I had ver
little assistance from my Adjutant Licut. Platt whio
was well known to Lieut.-Colonel Faitbfull, ‘and is
roved by the Extracts of Lieut. Holmes’s private
Ltterl to me, which I am compelled to produce.

Remark.-~Here I was stopped by the Judge Advocate
from putting any more questions to Lieut. Holmes-
during the Prosecution, or I would have guestioned
him rogarding his own Letters shewing the behaviour
of Lieut. Platt.

Remark.—This is quite impossible, for it will be seen
on reference to the Letter conveying the reprimand
that the imaccurate Rolls were only roturned from
Calcutta to Almorah on the 22nd of July, thoy conld
not have been forwarded with my letter of the 10th
of July, a5 the usual time required for transmission
by the Post to and from Almorah to Calcutta in Lhe
rainy season is at least forty days. 'Whis fact is well
known to every person acquainted with India.

The

withdraws,
Captain John Dunlop, 23rd Regiment, N. I. a Witness for the Prosecu-

SECOND WITNESS.

Why did you send my private Letter to Lieut. Smith?
A. [ doubted the truth of what it stated.
Q. How long was it after your receipt of my Letter of the
}GItlt"t July that you communicated its contents to Colonel Faith-
u
A. I should imagine that it was about fourteen days after my
receipt of the Letter. »
. When the Pension Rolls were submitted to Colonel
Faithfull did he make any remark on tleir inaccuracy, or desire
you to remark it to me?
No.
Examined by the Court.
» Q. Were all the reports of the Pension Committee received
at the Head Quarters of the Regiment prior to the receipt of
Captain Field’s letter of the 10th July? '
‘A. No, they were (eighteen in number Triplicate Reports)
forwarded by Captain Field on the same day as his Letter of the
10th of July, and received at the same time, on the 30th I
believe.
Q. Have you Captain Field’s official Letter which accom-
panied the reports of the Committce, if so produce it?
. I don’t recollect receiving any Public Letter with the
Reports.
Witness confirming his Evidence which is read over to him

tion is called into Court and sworn.
The Charge read to the Witness.

Charge.

Q. Be pleased to state to the Court what you

Examined by the Prosecutor. -
know relative to the

A. There was no discussion whatever took place at the Committee
regarding the Claims to Pensions, the only question put ta me as a Mcmber
of the Committee was by the Adjutant, Lieut. Platt (another Member) « ad-
missible” or * inadmissible ?” and [ said admissible after Lieut, Platt the junior
Member had given his own opinion by direction of the President, Captain
Field alse gave his vote without the least hiut at dissention *“ admissible.”

Q.

How often did the Committee assemble, and to which does your last

answer apply?

Remark.—Althongh it will be seen by
bis further replies that there were no -
Claimants at all at the second Meeting.
How can the abovo roply apply to
that second Moecting.

Meeting.

Q. -

A. There were three Meetings of the Committee altogether, between the
26Gth of May and.the 8Bth of July, my answer applies to the first and second

Are you positively certain that on the first and second Meeting of

the Committee, Captain Field did not express himself of opinion that the
Claimants were not entitled unless the casualties occurred on the Burmese
side of the Naaf River, or to that effect?

A. Yes, kL am most positive_that nothing of the kind ever occurred,
not the most distant hint whatever.
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-
Q. Are you equally ccrtain no reference was made by Captain Field
to the. Regimental Order, as being very short, clear, and concise, as to the
objcct of the Committee on these occasions? .. = - ‘ N

A. Yes, I am equally certain. e '
Q. Were any Claimants admitted by the Committee on those occasio .

that were not entitled by the regulations to Pensions?.. -

A. Yes there were. . . _ L o
Q. Whben Lient. Platt was relieved by Lieut. Smith on the Committeey

did any and what discussion take place, relative to the Claims to Pensions
or to the orders respecting them? = . Co - fe

A. On or about the 7th July, the new Committee assembled, the Rolls
of the Claimants were on the table, and I think Captain Field handed them
over to Lieut. Smith; upon Lieut. Smith having perused the Rolls he said
three of those Claims would bo rejected on account of the Sepoys not having
died on the other side of the Naaf; some little discussion took place, when
Lient Smith observed that he was at Almorah, when a similar Committee
assembled, and Claims of that kind were rejected; uvpon which *Captain
Field referred to the General Order Book, and so also did I, and those
Claims were not brought forward, and had not Lieut. Smith been on the
Committee, *I had no reason to suppose that the Commiitee would not have
goue on in the same manner as the former one.

Q. Was the Order Book on the table or was it sent for by Captain
Field in consequence of the discassion? .

: A, There were two on the table I believe at the time, and another was
sent for and immediately prodaced. . !

Q. Previously to Lieut. Smith’s observation on the inadmissibility
of tho Claims of the relations of men who died on the westward side of the
River, did Captain ‘Field make any referrence to, or observation on the
irregularity of the Committee having admitted similar Claims-on the former
occasion? ‘ :

A. No cerlainly not. .

Q. On closing the proceedings of the Committee, or at any other time
did Captain Ficld intimate to the Members that it was his intention to make

apy representation to the Commanding Officer of the Regiment, that his

opinion had been overruled by the Members, or either of them, or that Claims
had been improperly received and passed by the Committee? K
A. Nonever, but afterwards a reprimand was received, and we were
assembled at Captain Field’s Quarters to bear it read, when Captain
Field asked the Members what he should say to the Commanding Officer of

the Regiment regarding the irregularity of the Proceedings, Captain Field-

_tben said that it was owing to us (the Members) that the Proceedings were
incorrect, and that he should state so to the Commanding Officer or some~
thing to that effect; *Licut. Platt said he had better not send any reply of
the kind, but to suy for him that no difference of opinion or discussion ever
took place at either of the Meetings which he attended, I likewise told
Captain Field that no discussion or difference of ‘opinion ever took place,

this was I believe on the *25th or 26th of July, after the reports were

retarned from Calcutta. . '

Q. Was this the Letter you allude to as conveying a reprimand to the
Committee and read at the Meeting on the 25th or 26th of July ?

A. Yes, I believe it was. - ©

Prosecution.

Remark.—Lieut. Smith states at the

- Court_of Inquiry thatI did make the

remark. Vide Proceedings of the Court
of Inqniry, and my Remark thereon,
No. 21, page 39, :
Remark.—Only at the first Mecting of
the Committee, there was no Claimants
at the second Meeting, vide Captain
Dunlop’s reply page S§of these Pro-
ceedings.

.

# Vide my Remark on the Proceedings
of the Court of Inquiry, No.17, page 38

#* I also have every reason to belicve
that if Lieut. Platt -had been on the
Committce instead of Lieut. Bmith,
that Captain Dunlop and him would
have argued the point against me.

# Remark.—There is not the least uni-
son betwecn this Statcment and that
of Licut. Platt’s alluding to the same
occasion. Vide page @ of these Pro-
ceedings.

# Although Lieut. Holmes has sworn
that I only sent these Rolls to Almorsh
on the 10th of July. N

% .



Prosecution. »8

Lettlelli produced by Captain Field, and read as follows: viz.
S 3 ‘
In returning the accompanying Rolls this day received
from the Adjutant General’s Office, I am directed by Lieut.-Colonel Faith-
" full, Commanding the Regiment, to express his extreme surprise at the utter
want of attention evinced by you and the Members of the Committee to the
- General Orders of the 2nd of April, and Regimental, 22nd May last, wherein
your Duty was so clearlys pointed out, had common attention been given
thereto ; it would have saved yourself and the Committee from the ridiculous
predicament of having gravely weighed the pretensions, and actually
admitted the Claims . of heirs of men, who were neither included in, ner
-contemplated by the General Order on the authority of which the Pensions
are claimed. : ‘
You will be pleased on receipt of this' communication to
_ re-assemble the Committee and minutely examine the Rolls herewith
returned, and the Commanding Officer desires that you hold in recollection
the respousibility that attaches to youself and Members in the execution of
a Duty, which in the present instance has been so loosely performed.
, I have the honor to be,
S1R,
-Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) . J. HOLMES,
* Lieut.-Adjutant,
. i . - 23rd Regiment, N, I.
Almora, e Lo
22nd July, 1827. .
To Captain Field, &c. &c. : - o - :
P.S. This communication you are directed to read in presence of
" the Committee, and report having so done through me, for the Commanding
Officer’s information; - :
- . (Signed) . J. HOLM ES,&Lieut. Adjutant,
' . ¢ &c. .

Q. On you and Lieut. Platt’s remonstrating with Captain Field
against his representation to the Commanding Officer, that the incorrectness
of the Proceedings of the- Committee was owing to them, did he insist on
the blame attaching to them, and persist in his threatened accusation of thei
irregularity ? . .

A. Yes he did to the best of my recollection.

Q. On that occasion did the Members, or either of them declare to
Captain Field, that they would contradict his representation if he perse-
vered in it? ' . . -~

A. No, Nothing further than hegging him to state for us_that no
discussion had taken place. ’ - .

, . By the Judge Advocate. :
Q. Were the Regimental or Detachmeat Orders of the 22nd and
25th May, read by the Committee on their first Meeting, to investigate the’
: Claims to Pensions'i\r I d I hat th " X
' ~This reply of Captain Dunlop’s is diame- A. o, on’t recollect that they were; they were on the
:‘r::l‘lrykop:)gil:::: t’imt g'ivgn by him l‘:t the Court’ \T'able, but I certainly did not read them myself, .
of Inquiry, and shews how tenucw:lu he :vt:sh of ﬁne—t ] Cross examined by Captain Field.
lb‘;e‘::t’il:g%?%h:h&ml:itrt::? ;li::eo;‘;r:el:“k :n trtfe . Q. ‘Did you read those Orders before the Committee first
Procoedings of the Court of Inquiry, No. 26, .met? . R ' )

Pago 44, . A, Yes.
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Q. Did you perfectly understand the meaning of those Orders when
you read them? ,

A. No, I certainly could not have done so, or I should not have
passed the claims of those men that were not admissible.

Q. Did I not on the 26th May last as President of the Committeo

. communicate to the Members the object for which it was assembled ?

A. No, no opening Address of any kind. Lieut. Platt commenced by
calling in the men and putting the question to me * admissible or inad-
missible,” after giving his own opinion. . .

Q. Were the General Orders relative to Pension Claims on the Table
on the 26th May, and did you or any one else read those Orders ?

A. They were 1 believe on the Table, but I did rot vefer to them, but
Lient. Platt I believe occasionally did so on account of the form of the Rolls;
Captain Field did not refer to them to my knowledge, certainly not to the

best of my recollection, .
Q. When the Committee met the second time about the 9th of June,

what duty did they perform, and were any Claimants to the Pension then
admitted? . :

A. I believe on that occasion no Claims were submitted to the Com-
mittee, and that it merely met to alter the form of some of the Rolls,
which were found to be incorrect.

Q. At the 3rd Meeting of the Committee on the 7th July last, did you
not argue with Lieut. Smith for a considerable time as to the meaning of the
General Orders granting the Pension ? _

A. There was some private argument between Lieat. Smith and myself
until I was convinced of my error. : -

Q. Do you call it a Private argument when met for a Public purpose?

A. Yes, Mr. Smith and I bad a discussion between ourselves privately
as Captain Field and myself, were not on speaking terms.

Q. Was that argument between you and Lieut. Smith relative to the
purposes of tho Committee ; and if so, state what it was ?

A. The only argument I had with Lieut. Smith was stating my reasons
why I differed in opinion with him about the Claims to Pensions for casual-
ties on either side of the River, that I had drawn for Batta for-the whole
Company including casualties on eithér side, and that the Military Auditor.
General only allowed. for the Survivors of the Company, and deducted for
those men who died since their return from Arracan, and stated as the
reason that they were entitled to the Pension from Government, which was
the cause of my not paying more particular attention to the Orders on that
subject. . - :

The Court adjourned at Three o’Clock until Eleven o’Clock to-morrow
- forenoon. '

L

' : SECOND DAY. ' _
The Court met pursuant to adjournment on Friday the 18th January,
1828, at Eléven, A. M. e T
. The Members and parties being present, and the last ‘witness under
examination in Court, his Evidence of yesterday is read over to him and
confirmed by him. : =
z‘!be Cross Examination by the Prisoner resumed:
the Committee on the 7th July last?
A. T belicve Captain Field sent for them and handed them over to

.

me.

Who proposed sending for the Orderly Books at the 3rd Meeting of

Prosecution.

Remark.—Captain Dunlop’s saying be
could not understand- the meaning of
my Detachment Order is very curious
nud quite impossible ; at the Court of
Inquiry he said it was only overlooked.
Vide Court of Inguiry and my remark,
No. 1, page 86.

Remark. Vide my remark on the Pro-
ceedings of the Court of Inquiry, No.
11, page 87. :

Remark.—Captain Dunlop did not
think of the Privafe argument at the
Court of Inquiry, and on due reference
to my remark on the face of those Pro-
ceedings, No. 15, page 38. It will be
seen that I opposed his Private argu-
ment,

Remark.—No such conversation ever
took place at the Committee, and its
wonderful the Court did not discover
it to be crroncous,—It will be seen

"that the Order for Pensions was only

published about two months beforc the

. Committee sat. The Grenadior Batta-

lion to which Captain Duslop had
been attached was broken up some
time -prior to his joining lthe Wing
under my Command in October 1826.
How could he bhave drawn Batta for
any Compavy in the Grenadier DBat-
talion? That related to the Order for
Pensions? And how is it possiblo the
Auditer General could have given such
a veply? before perbaps tho Pen-
sions had even been contemplated by
Government.



Prosecution.

‘Remark.—Liout. Smith recollected at
the Court of Inquiry, that I did oppose
his. opinion before the \Books came.
Vide my remarks on U l%:o Proceed-
ings, No. 17, page 38.

Remark.—How does Caplain Dunlop
account for my Détachment order being
o clear as to this particular point?

Remark.—Vide my Remark on the
Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry,
No. 17, page 38.

THIRD WITNESS.

Bemark.—It was very unlikely under
eny circumstances that Lieut. Platt
would acknowledge his opposition to
his Commanding Officer, and particu-
larly boing Adjutant of the Wing under
my command, and thercby criminate
bimsolf.
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Q. Was there any discussion between you and myself at the third
Meetmg of the Pension Roll Committec on the 7th July?

A. No, not that I can recollect..

You have stated that you disputed with Lieut. Smith the meaning
of the General Order granting Pensions, will you point out to the Court in
the Order now shewn to you, the part disputed! .

A. Tdon’trecollect any particulur part of the General Order dxsputed
it was merely a privafe conversation between Lieut. Smith and myself.

Q. Did you at the time conceive I was ignorant of the meaning of the
Letter and spirit of the General Order granting Pensions to the relations of
those men who were killed or died on the Burmese side of the Naaf River?

A. 1 should certainly suppose so from Claims having been admitted
tllllat olxllght not to have been, I did not think so at the nme supposmv we'were
all nght.

8 Re-examined by the Judge Advocate. T

Q. When Lieut. Smith as you have stated pointed out to the Commlttee
the inadmissibility of Claims for casualties on the west side of the Naaf, did
Captain Field by expression or manner convey any appearance of surptisé
at the observation, or did he immediately confirm it, orrefer to any former
opinion given by him in support of that submitted by Lieut. Smith?

A. Captain Field immediately on Lieut. Smith’s making bis remarks
agrt'ed with him, and on rcading the General Order over again was decided
in that opinion, that Lieut. Smith was right, but no allusion or hint whatever
was made by Captam Field, to his havm given that opinion on any former
occasion.

The Witness conﬁrmmg his vadence of to day, retires. .

~Lieut. John Platt 23rd Regiment, N. I. a Witness for the Prosecutxon
called into Court and sworn, and the Charge rcad to him.
Examined by the Prosecutor.

Q. Were you Adjutant to the Left Wing of the 23rd Regiment and a
Mcmber of the Pension Roll Committee assembled at Moradabad on the
26th May last? ,

A. 1 was.

Q. Did Captain Field at any time at the Commlttee while you weré
a Member of it, give an opinion that Claimants were not entitled to Pensions
for casualties on this.sidc of the Naaf River, or to that effect?

A. He did not.

Q. Was the subject ever agitated or discussed by the Committee
while you were present?

A. Not while I was a Member of it.

Q. Did Captain Dunlop at any time. on the Committee oppose his
opinion to any given by the President.

A. Notwhile I was a Member,

Q. Then you positively affirm that Captain Dunlop and yourself did
not vote in epposition to Captain Field, or carry any point against him on
the Committee?

A. Yes, I affirm it..

Q. P:lddyou record or receive the votes of the Committee?

A. i

Q. What was the vote of the President for Clalms for relahves of
Sepoys who died on this side of the Naaf.

A. A silent nod of assent,

Q. Did Cuptain Field communicate to Captain Dunlop and yourself a
repnmand to the Committee from the Commanding Officer of the Corps for
the incorrectness of the Rolls passed by the Commxttee?

.
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A. As far as I recollect, [ vead it aloud tg the Committee by Captain
Field’s Order. ' : ’

Q. Be pleased to state wbat passed on that occasign? ;

A. After reading it aloud Captain Field said, * now Gentlemen what
sball we do,” I immediately said 1 request you will say for me that the
subject of the validity of Claims as regards the Naaf River was not agitated
in my presence, or words to that effect. : -

Q. Did Captain Dunlop make any observation at the time?

A. [ do notrecollect.

- Q. Did Captain Field make any reply to your remark or dispute its
correctness.

A. 1 really do not recollect.

Q. When the Reports of the Committee were forwarded to the Head
Quarters of the Regiment, did any Public Letter from Captain Field
accompany them?

A. Ido not recollect the forwarding of the Letter, but the Letter Book
holds a Copy of a Letter purporting to have been forwarded with it.” =~

Q. Be pleased to produce the Book in which that Letter is inserted.

A. Here it is, and the page in which the Letter is copied is signed by
Captain Field. L °

‘the Prosecutor assuring the Court that the original Letter is not to be
found, the Copy is accordingly read and extracted from the Book, as follows:

Moradabad, May 30th, 1827,
SIR,

' g have the pleasure to forward the Proceedings of the
Lommitiee assembled for the purpose of investigating Claims to Pensions
pgreeably to Regimental Orders of the 22nd, and Detachment Orders of the
25th instant. ' . o T
. I have the honor to state fur the information of Lieut. Colonel Faithfull,
Lommanding the Regiment, that the dates and occasions of decease are
_omitted opposite the names -of deceased men of the Light Company,
in consequence of their being no documents with the Wing from which the
Committee could ascertain the same.

' . T have, &c.
(Signed) G. B. P. FIELD, Captain,
_ ' .Commanding the Left Wing, 23rd Regiment.
To Lieut. Holmes, , o
Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N. I.
Almorah.

Q. Look at this Letter and say if the Signature be in the hand writing

of Captain Field. _ _
A. It is his signature as far as 1 .am .able to judge. Letter read as
follows, v
:(Set'lvlz'{ce.) . " Moradabad, 27th July, 1827.
SIR, ’
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
Letter of the 22nd instant, returning the Pension Rolls, arrived from the
Adjutant General of the Army, and in due compliance therewith beg leave
to report to you for the knowledge of Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, Commanding
the Regiment, that I immediately assembled the Committee, and in their
._presence read your communication on the subject to them, and caused the
Rolls retgroed to be examined. a '
e R

Prosecution.

Remark.~—This constant non recollec-
tion ought I.humbly conceive to excite
notice.

€

Remark.—This and other Letters of a
similar nature, are produced againstme
to prove that I did not make any Pub-
lic Report of being overruled at the first
Meeting of the Commiitee, I did not
at the time think it was necessary, and
I knew it was not customary, else what
is the objett of three persons being on
a Committee if the majority is not to
carry the point under their investiga-
tion.



“Prosecution.

Romark.—~1 was obliged to write all
Public Letters of importance myself, as
I could not depend om Lieut. Platt,
who frequently even allered the rough
Copies I gave him, much to my dissatis-
faction. I thoreforo voluatarily did a
great portion of his duty myself without
even complaining.

Remark.—Captain Dunlop bas sworn
that 1 did communicato to the Mem-
bers that T should state to Lieut.-Col.
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1 have to express my regret to the Lleuf Colonel Commanding the
Regiment, that this circumstance should have occurred, the more so, as my
opinion on the point in which the mistake originated “differed from that of
the Members, and bad it been adhered to, it would not have happened. The
second time the Committee sat, one of the Mcmbers (a new one) coincided
with me in opinion, and in consequence of which no mistake was made.

I have the honor to be,
. SIR,
Your most obedlent Servant,
G. B. P. FYIELD, Captain,
Commanding Left Wing of the 23rd Reglment, N.L
To Lieut. Holmes,
Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N. L )
Almorabh. -

Q. To your knowledge did any Public Letter from Captam Field
accompany any of the Rolls to the Head Quarters of the Reglment than
that, a copy of which has just been produced!

"A. I am not aware that any Lectter was sent, but I conclude one was
sent, a Copy is in the Letter Book.

"The Prosecutor declaring that the original Letter is not forth coming,
the Prisoner consents to the admission of the Copy in the Book, which is
accordingly read and extracted as follows: viz.

Moradabad, 9th July, 1827,
SIR,

Herewith T have the honor to forward for the counter-
signature of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment, reports of
the Committee for investigating Claims to Pcnsnons, “hxch re-assembled on
Saturday last.

I have, &c.
G. B. P. FIELD, Captain,
Commanding Left Wing, 23rd Regiment.
To Lieut. Holmes,
Adjutant, 23rd Regiment, N. L
Almorah.

Examined by the Judge Advocate.

Q. As Adjutant of the Wing of the Regiment, at Moradabad, bad
you possession of Captain Field’s Public Letter Beok?

A. I have had possession of one all along, but of the former one
Captain Field retained possession until lately.

Q. Had you posscssion of the Book in which Captain Field's official
Letters were entercd for the month of July?

A. T had possession of the Letter Book commencing 9th July.

Q. Were Captain Field’s Letters of the 25th and 27th July in which
he complains of the Members of the Committee having differed with and
overruled his opinion, entered in the Office Letter Book then in your
Possession?

A. No, they were not entered in the Book.

Q. VWhere ‘those Letters shewn to you by- Captain Field or thexr
contents, as far as regards the Committee, communicated by him at any
time to you?

A. "I do not recollect ‘Captain Tield having shewn any Letters to me
which he forwarded to the Head Quarters of the Regiment, which were not
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*

entered in the Letter Book, and to the best of my recollection he never
communicated to me the contents of any such Letters.
Cross examined by Captain Field.

Q. Did I not mention to the Committee on the 26th May, the object
for which it assembled? :

A. 1am not aware that you did. »

Were the General, Regimental, aud Detachment Orders on the
table, relative to the admission of Claimants to the Pension, and were they
read and referred to by all three of the Committee. _

A. They were read by all three and referred to regarding the list of
succession of heirs by the Commiltee occasionally, and I referred to the Roll
by which I examined the Claimants.

Q. How came it that after you had read all those orders on the subject
of Claimants, that you should so immediately have forgotten the object and
purport of them?

A. My attention was completely occupied in the examination of those
who preferred the Claims, and I must have been misguided by the form of
the Roll, in which the Naaf River is not mentioned, neither is the *place of
decease, called for.

Q. Did you not as Adjutant of the Left Wing of the Regiment write
my Detachment Order in the Order Book yoursell for the guidance of the
Camﬂiltef, (;n:lly a day or two befor¢ the Committee assembled ?

. id.

Q. Was the meaning of that Order doubted by any one of the Com-
mittee at its first Meeting?

A. 1 don’t recollect its being doubted ; 1 had none myself, T dictated the
Order myself and wrote it myself.

Q. Did you pnot make out and forward to the Committee at its third
Meeting the Rolls of Claimants to the Pensions and were not some of those
Rolls rejected by the Committce on that day?

A. I was sick on that day and do not recollect having seen the Rolls,

Q. You have stated that the General, Regimental, and Detachment
Orders were rcad by the whole of the Committee, did you sce Cuptain
Dunlop read these Orders?

A. He had the Books before him and as far as I could judge was
reading them,

Q. Was there any other person who understood English present at the
Committce while you attended, besides the President and the Members?

A. Not to my knowledge, there was no European there.

Examined by the Court.

Q. What did Captain Field say afier reading the reprimand, to bring
the remark from you, that no discussion had taken place regarding the Naaf
River in your presence. ’

A.

*else.

He said, “ now Gentlemen what shall we do,” I recollect nothing

Do you mean to say that no reference had been previously made by
Captain Field to a difference of opinion with the Committee?

A. I am not aware of any.

Q. As the observation of Captain Ficld in no way bore reference to
our answer, be so good as to explairn why you thought it necessary to request
im to say for you that the Claims as regards the Vaaf River had never been

discussed in your presence? .-

A. Because as far as I recollect the reprimand was conveyed on that

account and the Rolls returned accordingly. ' e :

Prosecution.

Faithfull that ¥ had been overruled in
my opinion and which was accordingly
stated in my Letter of the 27th July,
exhibited on these Proceedings. ’

Remark —This contradicts Capt. Dun-
lop’s Evidence.

Remark.—Vide Lieut. Platt’s reply op-
posite my remark on the Proccedings
of the Court of Inquiry, No. 27, page
45.

" % « Place of decease” is called for as

appears by the inaccurate Rolls in my
possession.

Remark.—Vide Lieut. Platt’s reply, and
my remark thereon, on tho Proceedings
of the Court of Inquiry, No. 8, page 37.

Remark.—It will be seen by a Private
note (annexed to the end of the Pro-

- ceedings of the Court of Inquiry) of

Licut. Smith’s, that he also was present
when the reprimand was read, in all
four persons.

Remark.—The Letter conveying the
reprimand contains no allusion what-
ever to discussion, Vide page 58, of
these Proceedings.



Prosecution.

\

Remark.—This is quite at variance
with Captain Dunlop's deposition ;
and the whole of this part of Liecut.
Platt’s evidence is of an extraordinary
naturo, and in my humnble opianioa
should not bave any weight in Courls
-of Houor in giving:a vardiot against &
prisoner. .

M‘Arthur, Adye, and Titler oa
Courts Martial and Military law, says,
¢ that it is no evidence against & Pri-
soner, unless the exact wordshe ultered
bo proved and sworn to,”—but here
are two gccounts given of Lhe same
transaction by -Captain Dunlop end
‘Lieut Platt.’ )

FOURTH WITNESS.

® Remark.—This circumstance is the
strongest presumptive proof that it is

ossible to produce that Captain Dun-
n)p did dispute the meaning of the
Order at the first Meeting of the Com-
mittee from bis readiness to do it at
the third Meeting, and his having per-
sisted in his opinion even when he had
read the Orders.

# Remark.—This part of Lieut. Smith’s
evidence is quite at variance with that
she. gave at the Court of Iaguiry-she
wmever thought then :of making me say,
“4Let us sond for the: Order: Book and
s00.” Vido Lieut. Swmith’s Evideace,
-Ceurt of Ioquiry: Proogedings.

Remark.—Vide my remark No. 17, on
the Proceedings of the Court of In-
quiry, page 38,
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Q. Did Captain Ficld preface his inquiry of the Members as to what
they should do, by stating that his opinion bad been overruled by them, and
that he should represent such to have been the case, to the Hcad Quarters
of the Regiment ? :

A. I am not aware that he did.

Q. Might he bave done sn, without your hearing him?

A. Very probably he might.

Q. How came you to make mse of the word * discussion,” that mo
discussion had taken place in your presence, if no observation had hecn
aade by Captain I'ield, alluding to discussion or difference of opinion ?

A. 1 am not aware at present why { did, but that I did it I am aware.

Q. Did Captain Dunlop say any thing to you which could have occa-
sianed your remark? ‘

A. No, I was induced by what Captain Field said to make the remark.
a The witness baving his evidence read over to him, confirmsit, and with-
‘draws, ‘

Lieut. Mathew Smith, 23rd Regiment, N.I. a Witness for the Proge-

tion comes into Court, is sworn, and the charge read to him.
Examined by the Prosecutor.

Q. Did you relieve Lieut. Platt as a Member.of the Pension Committee
and attend its Mectiug on the 7th July last!

A, Idid.

‘Q. What passed oa that occasion.

A. Soon after entering the room at Captain Ficld’s Quarters where
ghe meeting was held, :Captain Field passed the Rells of the Claimants
across the table to me, on looking at them I made the remark that two out
.of -the three :Claimants would -not be adumitted, as the Sepoys on whose
accounts the Claims .were made, had.died after their return from the Service
to the Eastward. *Captain Dunlop .expressed an opinion different from
that, and said that he thought ‘the .General Order included all men who had
«died in consequence.of ‘wounds or sickness on that Service. I .said thatI
*had seen the General Order, and remembered very well that those men that
had died after their return were not admitted to .the Peasion, or to that
-effect. There .was a slight .discussion, -a wvery short one between Captain
Dunlop and myself. Whben Captain Iield said, “ *let us send .for .the
1General.-Order and see.” The :Order Books -ware sent .for, and Captain
Field then expressed his opinion .agreeing with mine, and .the two Claims
were rejected in.consequence. :

: Examined:by the Judge Advocate.
. Q. Did «Captain Field express any concurrence with your opinion

before he sent for the Order Books?

A. No, he did not.

Q. Did he at that Meeting state that he held the same opinion as you
.had given at any.former Meeting of the Committee?

A. No, he never did. :

Q. Did he refer to any Claimants having been admitted to the Pension
'by the Commuiittee on a former occasion, :as irregular.or contrary :to the
»Ordelr\s you had pointed? :

. .No.

Q. Had he any dispute or discussion with the Members of .the \Com-
“\mittce relative to the validity.of Claims for casualties on the West side of
the Naaf?
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. A. No, nothing further than what I kave stated. .
Q. Did Captain Dunlop after his discussion with you concur in your
and Captain Field’s opinion, relative to Claims on this side of the River?
A. *On first reading the General Order he still thought it admitted of
two interpretations, but on reading il again fwo or three fimes he became
convinced that such Claims were excluded.
Q. Was any other European present at the Committee besides the

President and Members?

A. None.
Cross Examined by the Prisoner.
Q. WhenI sent for the Order Books did 1 not say, that I did it to
convince Captain Dunlop of his errorin his argument with yours?
A. No, I do not recollect that you did,

. Did I not at that Mecting mention to you that I thought some of
the Rolls would be returned that were forwarded at the first Meeting of the
Committee ?

A. No, butl remember saying so myself. )

The Witness baving his Evidence read over to him confirms it and
retires. :
The Prosecution is closed. The Prisoner requesting time to prepare
his Defence ; the Court adjourns at Half-past Three o’Clock, until Tuesday
next at Eleven o’Clock in the forenoon, '

THIRD DAY.’

The Court pursuant to adjournment meet on Tuesday the 22nd January,
at Eleven o’Clock, A. M.

The Members and. Parties being all present the Prisoner is called on for:
his Defence, and accordingly reads an Address to the Court.

: ‘The Court is closed.

The Prisoner having introduced much irrelevant and recriminatory
matter in his voluminous Defence, and it being extremely difficult to
separate the objectionable parts from those which are pertinent to his justifi-
cation, the Court resolve to strongly recommend to Captain Field to withdraw
his Defence altogetker, and to submit in a condensed shape whatever
observations or information he may find applicable to the case for the
Prosecution, or tending to his own vindication,

The Court is opened and the preceding minute read.

The Prisoner requesting the indulgence of the Court for a short time
to make out another Defence. The Court adjourn at half-past Ten o’Clock
till Twelve o’Clock to-morrow noon. ' :

FOURTH DAY.
Wednesday, 23rd January, 1828, Twelve o’Clock at noon.
The Members and parties all present. , .
c The Prisoner in his Defence reads the following Address to the
ourt. -
Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Court, ‘ ‘
Bowing with submissive deference to the recommendation
of the Court to withdraw my former Defence and to confine my justification
Address to the strict matter of the Charge, but at the same time expressing
my regret that by this restriction I am debarred from exhibiting many
- circumstances calculated to throw light upon my motives and conduct, as
well as upon the motives and conduct of the Prosecutor and his Witnesses,

-

Defence.

Remark.—Lieut. Smith declared that
Cnaptain Dunlop did dispute the Order
at the 3rd Meeting of the Committee,
and that I opposed him. Vide Lieut.
Smith’s _Evidence Court of Inquiry
Proceedings, page 38, and my remark
thereon, No. 15. .

¥Remark.—This is very strong pre-
sumptive proof in my favor, and ac-
cords with the account I gave of the
Committee in my Letters of the 16th
and 25th July, 1827, quoted in the
charges, for Captain Dunlop held the
same opinion at the first Committee.

Remark.—Vide my remark on the Pro-
ceedings of the Court of Inquiry, No.
17, page 38,

Remark.—My first Defence with all the
documents attached tp my Memorial
was rejected by the Court.

Remark.—This was a short time in-
deed, T applied to the Judge Advocate
Captain Cook to know, what the Court
would receive as a defence, not feeling
inclined to act in opposition to their
wishes and injunctions, when the Judge
Advocate wrote the whole of the pre-
fatory part of my second Defence him-
sclf; and struck out all Lthe documents
I had annexed to it, he also read it
himself to the Court, I was very ill at
the time, and could not in so short a
space have writien another Defence
myself, at the same time I had not the
least idea that the Court would have
found me guilty on such Evidence as is
exhibited on these Proceedings,
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I shall not detain the Court long by the observations I now respectfully beg
leave to submit to their indulgent consideration. - ,

The extremely awkward and difficult situation in: which: T am placed
cannot have failed to occur to the observation of the Court; ithas I conceive
been manifest on this ‘Trial, and would be rendered much more so could I be
permitted consistently with the Court’s injunction to enter more into detail
on past occurrences not connected with the present Charge. That the two
Witnesses on whose testimony the fallacy of my representations has been
attempted to be chiefly supported on the Prosecution, had been a consider-
able time before that to which the Charge bears reference, and down to the
present time, not buly on cool and distant terms with e, but my
most determined and bitter enemies. This circumstance alone would entitle
me to ask the Court to cautiously weigh the Evidence of these Gentlemen,
who must necessarily be biassed and prejudiced against me, but when the
‘Court reflect that'added to the inimical feeling possessed  and manifested by
them towards me of long standing, the sfrongest interest invited them to give
a very contradictory Statement to mine of the same transaction to their
‘Commanding Officer, and to the Court of Inquiry that investigated the
matter, and still must bave operated on their minds in giving their Evidence
on this Trial; they will pause and digest the probabilities of the case
those Witnesses -have endeavoured to establish, and mot. only the proba-
bilities, but they will satisfy their minds that the case can admit ofno other

‘possible construction, than that, which these interested and prejudiced
WVitnesses bave put on it, before they will yield implicit credence to their
representations of what passed upon the Committee, of which I was Presi-
dent and they were Members, as opposed to my written account of it soon
‘after the occurrence. ‘

The Court will have observed that no other person was present at any
Meeting of the first Committee capable of giving any account of what
passed in English there than myself, and the two Members; consequently
the truth or falsehood of the different and contending statements by me,
and by the two Members must rest entirely on the credit which may be
justly due to our respective’ accounts of the transactions, after a full consi-
deration of the compdrative. motives and inducements that must have
influenced them. :

" Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt have the advantage over me in
being able to defend themselves by their own oaths, and of numerical
weight of assertion, while I cannot enjoy that privilege of so defending my
conduct' and character, I say Gentlemen to defend themselves,-as it is
necessary to each of those Witnesses that they should convict me of the
charge in vindication of their own conduct, for they well knew that should
they fail in such conviction, they would have to exchange situations with
_me, and-be placed in. the degrading situation of answering to a similar
charge for false statements, as I am now unhappily compelled to do.
1+ According to the evidence of these two Gentlemen, it would appear
that the Committee met to commence on the daty appointed to them without
any sort of introduction or discussion of the object of their Meeting, and that
each Member instantly proceeded to quietly pass Claims to the Pensions
in diametrical opposition to the Orders then lying on the Table, which had
been referred ‘to and read by each individual of the Committee at that
Meeting: such a strange.and quiescent procedure by a Committee, the
Members of which were not on speaking terms with the President; and
-that all three should so suddenly unite for the purpose of setting aside the
triple authority (the General, Regimental and Detachment Orders) under
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which they were acting is incredible and quite irreconcileable to plain
reasoning and common sense and I respectfully put it to the Court whether
my Private Lelter the 16th July, or Public ons of the 25th of that month
quoted in the charge, on the contradictory statements of the Witnesses
Captain Danlop and Lieut. Platt, give the most. reasonable and probable
represcntation of the occurrences of that Committee. )

It can hardly be supposeable that an Officer who has been twenty-four
years in the Service could easily forget the heavy responsibility and disgrace-
ful, ruinous consequences of a deliberate and malicious falsehood, orthat he
could expect to escape detection, when he made that falsehood the vehicle
of a public accusation of his brother Officers, as I am accused of having
done by my official Letter of the 25th-July. - That Letter of itself shews
that the circumstance of the difference of the Members with myself on the
Committee, was incidentally mentioned with other matters pending between
Captain Dunlop and myself, upon which both he and myself appealed to
the authority ‘of the ‘Commanding Officer, and submitted to his decision
or to that of higher authority; it was therefore utterly impossible for me to
imagine that that part of my Letter of the 25th July which accused Captain
Dunlop and Lieut. Platt 6t overraling my opinion on the Committee should
be suppressed, or that Captain Dunlop would be dealt so harshly with by
the superior authorities, as not to be afforded an opportunity of answering
or explaining such a charge, or that it could be disconnected with the other
parts of the same Letter. ° ,

Few people will encounter the -hazard of a crime for the sheer love of
vice, and without some strong inducement or cogent motive ; let me ask the
Court if any possible motive could have influenced me in writing my state-
ment in my official Letter, of the 25th of July, adequate to the danger or
rather the certainty of its being detected to be false, which I must have
known to be inevitable, had I been conscious of such falsehood?

If my object had been to prejudice Captain Dunlop by an underhand
misrepresentation of his conduct, was it probable that I would forewarn
him of my intention? That I should mention to the Committee as he has
sworn I did, that I should report to Colonel Faithfall that it was the fault
of the Members, or owing to them, that the reports of the Committee were
incorrect? Iere is an opcn and candid avowal to them of what I intended
to do, and what I consequently did do; there was no attempt to deceive
them or to lull them ioto a false security, while I was darkly meditating an
impatation on their charactor or conduct ;- there is nothing like concealment
which would have been used to cover an insiduous attack by a man who
was conscious of a false and malicious attempt to injure a brother Officer.

With regard to the allegation of the charge that I did not make any
objection or explanation, or express my disapproval of the conduct of the
Members in their proceedings in forwarding the reports of the Committee,
I have only to observe that the Claims having been carried by a majority of
the Committee, I did not conceive that it was at all necessary for me to
trouble the Commanding Officer with my individual opinion. I was bound
by the act of the majority in the same manner as any dissentient Member of
this Court must adopt the opinion. of the majority .of the Members; but
when the subject was mentioned to me by Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes, I did
xlllot"hesitate to explain to him the ¢cause of the inaccuracy of the Pension

olls. .

The Charge avers that my alledged false statement was wilfully
advanced by me for the dishonorable purpose of exhonerating myself from
censure, to ‘which I was justly obnoxious, by falsely and maliciously

“attributing the whole blame to Captain Dunlop and Lieutenant Platt.

Defence.



Defence.

*Remark.—The Court on reference to
the Detachment Order Book observe
that the Meeting of the Committee was
held on the 26th of July, to have the
reprimand communicated to them the
day after Captain Field's Letter of the
25th July was written. *

(Signed) W. P. C. Dy. J. A. G.
Remark.—The foregoing remark was
not made in my presence, or I should
have explained it as follows. Tbe post
from Almorah to Moradabad never
comes iu until very lafe in the evening
whereas all Letlers for transmission
by it, are obliged to be sont to the post
office by four 0>Clock in the afternoon.
But why did the Court not advert to
my Letter of the 16th July, quoted in
the Charge giving a similar account
of the Commitlee, and which was writ-
ten before the reprimand was even
thought of by the Prosecutor. Surely”
the Judye Advocate should have ex-
plained these circamstances as he wrote
the whole of this part of the Defence
himself.

Remark.—A4s far as this was written by
the Judge Advocate, and the rest (which
is taken from my first Defence) altered
by him to meet the wishes of the Court.
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The Court will have observed that the censure had been already passed®
and a very mild one it was, under the very irregular and careless circum-
stances that had apparently produced it: and Ihad nothing further to féar on
that score ; will any man of reflection or common sense believe, that I could
commit myself in such a serious and disgraceful manner asis imputed to
me for such a trifling puerile object? Is it possible that any man with his
eyes open could wilfully risk his Commission, for the sake of absolving
himself from a reprimand which applied to him only, conjointly with others,
and which neither effected his honor as a Gentleman, or his reputation as an

.Officer. 2

I have no means Gentlemen of vindicating my conduct from the cruel
Charge under which I labour, but by opposing my own assertions to the
sworn testimony of the Witnesses, and by comparing the probability of
each with the others, I have done so to the best of my ability, but in a case
where the defendant is necessarily precluded from the benefit of Evidence
by the Privacy of the matter in accusation, he is, 1 humbly submit, entitled
to the most charitable construction of his actions and motives, and the
slightest discrepancy in the Evidence of the \Vitnesses who have a decided,
immediate and permanent interest in effecting his coaviction, ought to be
viewed with a jealous and suspicious eye: with this preface and with a
view to set the Evidence for the Prosecution in the light in which it strikes
my judgment, I will now proceed to comment on it in the order in which
the Witnesses were severally examined. :

The first Witness for the Prosecation is Lieut. Holmes, who states
that he sent my private note to Lieut. Smith (‘@ very young Officer in the
Regiment) under my Command, because he doubted the truth of its contents;
and thus acknowledges himself guilty of a breach of moral obligation as
well as an artful and bad disposition towards a man, whom he outwardly
professed a sincerity for; as is evident by his private communication on
the subject before the Court, and which is certainly not very characteristic
of -the sincere friendship he professed, for if he was imprudent enough to
form -an intimacy with a person he disliked, he should never have been
so unjust as to betray it; and I bave to add that Lieut. Smith’s reply to the
said note contained some very severe remarks upon my conduct, and was
publicly sent to the special Court of Inquiry by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull,
and there produced against me ; it also proves that a cautious and seciet
communication had been kept up against me, as well as bis having detained
it in his possession fourteen days, and then shewed it to the Prosecctor
which was evidently not just or proper. , \

The second Evidence Gentlemen, is Captain Dunlop, who states that
there was no reference whatever to the Orderly Books at the first meeting of
the Committee, nor did he even read them ; now Gentlemen, I am under the
necessity of noticing to you that Captain Dunlop bas been guilty of gross
inconsistency, for at thg special Court of Inquiry held at Bareilly, on this
very business now before you, Captain Dunlop declared he did read the
General, Regimental, and -Detachment Orders and which bhas been proved
by Lieut. Platt’s Evidence on this occasion ; but, Gentlemen, even agreeably
to Captain Dunlop’s own account now given of the words of the votes
“ admissible,” or * inadmissible,” being put to him by Lieut. Platt, it would
most certainly bave struck him that there was a great difference between the
two kinds of Claimants: he now acknowledges that he did ‘misunderstand
the meaning of the General Orders, and at the Court of Inquiry that it was
“ only overlooked” at the first Meeting, and Lieut. Platt’s Evidence now
proves that he not only read all those Orders, but even studied them at this
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first Meeting, Lieut. Smith’s Evidence also proves that he did mistake the
meaning of those Orders even at the third Meeting. Now, Gentlemen, a% it
is fully proved that he did tead the Orders, and did .mistake the meaning
from the reasons ‘assigned by .Lieut. Smith, that hé thought the General
Order had fwo interpretations, hence Gentlemen it is most evident that he’
thought the General Order superseded the Regimental one; 'as stated in my
Public Letter of the 25th July .last, for it is quite impossible even for a
child that can but just read to mistake the méaning of my Detachment
Order: and as he did read that Detachmeiit..Order .at the first Meeting, it
fully and amply: corroborates my btatement.coptained in my Lettér of the
25th July last. VL - . o
With regard to the 2nd Mceting.of the Committee Captain Dunlop is
correct, there was nothing done but altering the. Rolls, and very lttle. said,
for neither Captain Dunlop or Licutenant Platt wete on good terms with.
me ; with regard to the 'third Meeting of the Committee, Captain Dunlop
bas at length acknowledged that the. instant Lieut. Smith spoke as to the
admission only of those men whose relatives died on .the Burmese side of
the Naaf River, I agreed with himn (Lieut. Smitk) in opinion; although at
the Court of Inquiry Captain. Dunlop puls a question to Lieut. Smith, to
know if it was nof after L bad read the General Orders that I agreed with
Licut. Snith in opinion, and which Lieut. Smith answered in the affirmative,
and this particular point (only now acknowledged by Captain Dunlop,) is
#tated in my Defence at the Court of. Inquiry. As to. the fourth Meeting of
the Committece when the reprimand was read, I. believe be sided with Lieut,

Platt, as to telling me te say there was “ no discussion,” but. this was iin the

shape of advice on the part of both of them ; byt I most solemnly declare
that the long detail he has given .of Lieut. :Platt’s. reply is incarrect, nor
does Lieut. Platt acknowledge it on hisoath., : . = ST

I now Gentlemen proceed to the third Evidence .for.the Prosecution,
Lieut. Platt.- This Gentlemen flatly denies that any discussion whatever
took place whilst ‘be was a Member, and pointedly and most directly con-
futes his Brother Evidence Captain Dunlop, not only on this occasion but
at the Court of Inquiry, relative to. Captain Dunlep’s. reading the Books
of Qiders on the subject of Claimants at the first Meeting of the Committee;

Lieut. Platt acknpwledges -both :at the Court of Inquiry and on this occa- .

sion, that he not only recorded the votes  admissible,” or * inadmissible,”
in doing which. he must first have given. bis own, but actually put that
question to Captain Dunlop and myself: hence :Gentlemen, is: it not extra.
ordinary that nothing as to the meaning of these words should strike him;
even if according:to his own. statement there was no -opinion given, or
* discussion”” took place; and he also says that my assent was commu-
nicated by a silent nod of the head, I believe he may be. right there, for I
could do no otherwise, after the fwo Members had decided on it..

-} now Gentlemen, : proceed to that part; of the Evidence wherein Lient.
Platt statesy that he read the reprimand received from the Head Quarters
of the Regiment by my Order, but as to my saying, * what shall we do,” is
incorrect. . When the Letter was finished, ‘§ said, “ Gentlemen this is your
own faults, if you had  taken: my advice it would not have happened,”
when he. instantly replied, say there wag ‘ no discussion,” but this, Gentle-
men, was in the shape of advice, in ‘which he was seconded by Captain

Dunlop, and which Lieut. Platt has nearly acknowledged on his oath before

this Court, and I submit te you, Gentlemen,. if kis reply is not favorable to

my cause, and thatit is quite evident therg was a ** discussion,”™ or atleast an

opinion given by me. . ) .
T



Defence.

70 - .

The last Evidence for the Prosecution, Gentlemen, is Lieut. Smith, this
Officer positively and directly confutes his brother Evidence Laptam
Dunlop, * that there was a short discussion,” during which .« I said, let us
send for the Book and see,” the Books were then sent {or, on their arnval
I expressed my concurrence onlooking at them but not before, whilst Captam
Dunlop says, that I instantly agreed with Lieut. Smith before the Order
Books came, as to the proper Claimants to be admitted, and that nothing
more was said by any of the Committee; however, Gentlemen, the special
Court of Inquiry would shew otherwise, and which I trust, Gentlemen, may
be considered a substantial proof of the discrepancy and inconsistancy of the
Evidence given against me before this Court.

This, Gentlemen, is all the comment my humble abilities can bestow
on the Evidence for the Prosecution that has been given against me by
Captain Dunlop, and Lieuts. Platt, Holmes, and Smith, and 1 need hardly
remark to you, that the oath of a man is little to be regarded if beforc he'is
bound by it, he does not shrink from uttering an untruth out of regard to his
honor, before a Public Court of Inquiry, which produced a Court Martial on
a brother Soldier, whom they had no rcason to complain of, except that he
was obliged to be a little strict- with them to keep them to their duty, which
they were well inclined to neglect on all occasions, and whose lenity and

" forbearance towards them has even been acknowledged by the Prosecutor,

and who has also declared to his Adjutant Lieut. HHolmes that I am a person
that would not do an injustice to any one. In their written communications
against me these Gentlemen have kept up a show of apparent truth from
mutual communication, and have appealed to each other to attest to their
assertions with a triumphant security, as if nothing could be true that could
not be proved by themselves, but when summonsed to attend before a just,
honorable, and impartial tribunal, and divided from each other, they ﬁnd
themselves no longer able to hold their ground. ;

I will now, Gentlemen, proceed to give you every information in my
power relative to the papers and documents betore the Court, produced by
the Prosecutor: in the first place, Gentlemen, 1 beg leave to point out to
you the cause of my addressing my Private note of the 10th July last, to
Licut. and Adjutant Holmes, some days before Captain Dunlop sent in "his
reference of the 22nd July last, against me, the object of that note was to
elicit from Lieut. Holmes, a reply which I could shew to Captain Dunlop
and Lieut. Platt, whenever the Committee (which was a standing one) might
meet again for the admission of Claimants, as Lieut. Smith was a temporary
Member, and that those two Officers might be convinced of the meaning of
the General Order from the opinion of others, and particularly as Lieut.
Platt seemed to wish to obtain Captain Wight’s opinion, at the sitting of the
Comnmittee the first time. In that note I mentioned that the Committee
““doubted” I should have said “ differed” in opinion because they did differ
on both those occasions, and in my public Letter of the 27th July last the
proper word is used, buta person is notalways guarded in using words
when he writes a prwale note in a burry as that one evidently is. You will
further remark, Gentlemen, that it is written after the Meeting of the third
Committee, at which Lieut, Smith was present, and they even acknowledge
in their indirect way that I knew the intent of the General Order, so that it
was merely to satisfy Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, for I dad not thmk
that Captain Dunlop was satisfied at the 3rd Meeting. - : -

I now solicit the. attention. of the Court to asuccmct account of my
Serv:ces, and to the characters I have had the honor to receive from my
superiors.
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I bad (he bonour Gentlemen, to officiate as’ Major of Brigade, to Major
Gencral Sir John Arnold, K. C. B. when he was Brigadier Commanding in
Rohilcund, in the year 1819, and when I quitted that office, Sir John
expressed bis Public thanks to me for my exertions and attentions to the
Duties in Rohilcund; Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. has also
remarked that during the Siege and at the Assault of Bhurtpoor; I com-
manded a Grenadier Company, I had Gentlemen commanded it ever sincé
the year 1819, (when present with the Regiment,) which Sir John Arnold’s
Letter plainly shews; but on the 2nd of November last the Prosecutor had
contrary to the regulations of the Service, deprived me of my Grenadier
Company and given it to Captain Dunlop, an Officer five years later in the
Scrvice than myself, which Gentlemen is not very fair, nor would the
Prosecutor have liked it himself when Senior Captain of the Regiment, as
I am now,

I arrived Gentlemen in the Country in the year 1804, I had the honor to
serve with the Grand Army under His Excellency the late Lord Lake, in
the arduous Campain of 1805. In 1806, I served with the Forces assembled
onder General Ball, in pursuit of the Mahrattah Army. In 1809, I served
with the Forces in Boondalcund, assembled there under General Sir Gabriel
Martindale, K. C. B. when I was present at the Siege of Adjeeghur, and on
that occasion, 1 commanded and led on a party from my Regiment, to the
Assault of the outworks which we carried with the Bayonet. In the year
1815, I served with the Forces assembled under Major General Sir Jasper
Nicholls, K. C. B. for the reduction of the Province of Kumaon and Almorah,
and on the occasion of the brilliant Assault of the Fortified Heights of that
place, I received the thanks of that distinguished General, in Public Orders,
as also the approbation of His Excellency the late Most Noble the Marquis
of Hastings; and Major General Sir Thomas Reynell,’ K. C. B. has done me
the honor to say,.that during the Seige and Assault of Bhurtpoor, I did
my duty as a zealous and good Officer. v B

I now trust Gentlemen, that the cloud the Prosecutor has raised over
my head will be dispelled by your calm and dispassionate judgment of the
case, and my Character rendered even brighter than before. I well know
Gentlemen, that you will weigh all the circumstancés set'forth in my
Defence, the loug course of years I have served with honor to myself, and
credit to the Service, and also reflect how deeply a circumstance of this
nature might effect the prospects of a man who.is conscious of having both
virtually and in effect ever done his duty, and ever acted for the good of the
Service, and on no occasion have I ever, swerved from the principles of
bonor, and which is cven acknowledged by my superiors.

In conclusion, I have to add, Gentlemen, that I have the fullest confi-
dence in your judgment and experience in the Service. I return you my best
thanks far the patient hearing you have given' me, and you will, T am
confident Gentlemen, take into your serious consideration the vast difference
between the Lvidence given before this Court and that given at the Court of
Inquiry, and from this and other circumstances I have adduced’ in ‘my
Defence, I trust the Court will consider the Charge unsubstantiated."

Gentlemen, I place my honor in your hands, and in thorough conscious-
ness of my innocence of the heavy Charge brought forward against me, by
the Prosccutor, I submit my case to your impartial consideration and
decision, and trust my hitherto unsullied reputation to your Honorable
Verdict. ’ - o o

(Signed) G. B. P. FIELD, Captain.

23rd Jannary, 1828.\
!

Defence.
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. tain Field puts in, in evidence, a Letter attested to be a Copy of the
orrgmalp by Captain Hay, the Brigade Major at Bareilly, dated Bareilly,
23rd August, 1819, and addressed by Brigadier J. Arnold to Major Watson,
Deputy Assistant AdJutant General of the Army, Caw npoor, from which the
followmg Paragraph is read and extracted,

n adverting. to. Captain Field he appears in my humble judgment and

gxpgrlence to be an intelligent and smart Officer, and has in addition to the
abilities he possesses. as an attentive and gallant Regimental Officer, the
naluable talent of surveym«r and makmg Topograpbxcal sketches of mﬁmtc
pse in gll situations with an Army
..+ Captain Field also submits the followmv documents whrch are readand
racorded...
R Although the crrcumstances arising out of a drﬁ'erence between Captains
Field and Dunlop of the 23rd Native Infantry suggested to me the
expedrency of recommending that the former Officer should be removed from
the Command at Moradabad, which he held in.right of being Senior Officer
of the Left Wing of the Corps stationed there, and that Captain Dunlop
should be-transferred to a Company at Almorab, still I think it but just to
state that during a period. of about twenty months that Captain Field
Commanded at Moradabad, I bad no cause to consider him either deficient
in zeal or in a general knowledge of his Duty In the month of November,
1826, I visited that Station, and made an inspection of the Wing of the
23rd Regiment, which I found in good arder, nor can I recollect to have had
any oceasion to find fault with any thing at the Statlon over which Captain
Field had controul.

H;s fanlt has heen a want of correct judgment, and conciliatory r manner
¥n his treatment of and intercourse with the European Officers, making them
ho.strle in their feelings towards him, and thus occasxomnv dlsawrcement and
reference to highey Aythority. |

Captain-Field Commanded one of the Grenadner Companies of the23rd
Regiment, N.I, in my Division at the Assault of the North East Angle of
Bhurtpoor, and: upon that occasion as well as during the Seige.. lhave
cause to believe that he did his Daty as & zcalous and good Officer.

leen qnder my ha.nd at Cawnpoor the 17th ‘day of November, 1827,

.+ .(Signed) . - THOMAS REYNELL,
Major General,

o Lata jn Command of the. Meerut. Dmsrou.
'I‘o Ca'p,t.&in Eield.

Extract ) T
I assure you my dear Field, that it is want of heahh and
the sufferings of a bad complaint, alone, that prevents my instant attendance
with; you, and | hope you will not be offended at my inability to comply. with
your wishes; where 1 called on to state what I know of you during the year,,
-and-: a ‘balf I have known you, I could with justice and truth swear that I
g;evel:' knew you gudtx of any action that would cause a Gentleman to
ush. & . .
X w1Sh yom a safe ‘passage through your Trial, and every happmese,
o Aund remain,
i'},{ o e e . ) \ Dear Field,
" ST Yours smcerer.
' . (Sigoed) ) HOR. NELSON.
Ca,ngP,. 17th January, 1828, ' .
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I do hereby upon my honor declare and certify-to all to whom it may
concern, that I bave known Captain Field since his arrival at the Station of
Moradabad, that I have been in the habits of meeting him fréequently in
Society, where he always conducted himself like a-Gentleman, and that I
have ever found him to be to my family and myself, kind, civil, and obliging

to the greatest degree. _ o
(Signed) - ROBERT TERRANEAU,

. " - Assistant'Revenue Surveyor,

Camp Pheenah, 13th January, 1828, - o LR

Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes is called into Court as 4 Witness for the
Defendant, and on his former oath, is examined by the Prisonet. :

Q. Yoa have stated that you forwarded imy private Letter of the 16th
July, to Lieat. Smith, be so good as to produce his answer? '

A. I have not the Letter now by me, it having been sent off with my
baggage to day, the first march from this, but I will send for it if the Court
wish it. '

, By the Judge Advocate. o v

Q. Be 50 good as to look at this paper and say-if it be a true Copy of
Lieut. Smith’s reply to your Letter, forwarding Captain Field’s of the 16th
of July to him. : ' ] .

A. Itis, and the Copy is in my hand-writing, there were other subjects
unconnected with Captain Field’s Letter, which are not inserted in the
Copy.
This Letter is withdrawn by permission of the Court at the instance of

the Prisoner. .

Q. Did Colonel Faithfull ever intimate to you his belief thatI was
.incapable of an act of injustice to any one. ‘

A. Ireally don’t recollect. o .

Q. Did you ever inform me to that effect? - Vo

A.  Not that I recollect. . L iy -

Q. " Is not this Letter in your hand writing? (‘'shewn to the Witness.)

A. Yes, it is dated the 29th July, and must have been written in 1826,
although the year is not stated. N )

c This Letter is withdrawn as inapplicable to the matter before the
ourt. ’
The Defence is closed.

Colonel Faithfull does not wish to trouble the Court with any reply to
the Defence, and hopes that if Captain Field has succeeded in producing any
thing favorable to his cause, the most indulgent consideration will be given
to it. . .

The Court is closed for deliberation.

Remark.—The Court advised me to
withdraw this Letter, it is annexed to

“the Court of Inquiry, though I am not

aware for what reason such advico
was given, as I think in my humble
opinion it shews the fecling of Lieut.
Smith towards me.

Remark.—This is one of the documents
rejected by the Court, from which I
wished to question the Witness Lieut.
Holmes, but the Court compelled me to
withdraw it asinapplicable,although the
question I put wonld have injured no
man, and I conceive would have hene-
fitted myzelf. For the document see
No. §, page 22.

-DELIBERATION.

The Court having duly weighed ‘and ‘considered the ‘Evidence for the FINDING.

Prosecution, and what bath been urged by the Prisoner in his Defence, do

find him, Captain George Brydges Plantagenet. Field, of the 23rd Regiment

of Native Infantry, Guilty of the whole of the Charge exhibited against him,

with the exception of the word maliciously in the concluding averment of the’

Charge, of which word they acquit him.

The Court having found the Prisoner Guilty of conduct unbecoming the SENTENCE.

character of an Officer and a Gentlemen, in having made false Statements for
the dishonorable purpose of exonerating himself from censure, to which he
: : u
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was justly, obnoxious; by falsely aftributing the whole blame to Captain
Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, as specified in the Charge, d0 adjudge him Captain
George  Brydges Plantagenet Field of the 23rd Regiment, N, L to be dis-

‘¢harged from the Service. . :

(Signed)  «.F. A. WESTON,
: ‘ . Lieut.-Colonel,

- W. P, COOK, 35th Regiment, N. I.

Deputy Judge Advocate General,
" Conducting the Trial. - . . .

- The Court having performed. the painful duty of awarding the putish-
ment due to the offence of which the Prisoner has been found Gailty,
respectfully submit their ananimous recommendation of the Prisoner to the
merciful consideration of his Excellency the Commander.in Chief, on account
of his length of Service. « : : :
Co S . . {Signed) F. A. WESTON,

‘ ' Lieut.-Colonel,
W. P. COOK,

S 35th Regiment, N. I.
Deputy Judge Advocate Geteral. . President.
. L - Approved and confirmed, | , .
' (Signed) COMBERMERE,
: . ~ General Commander in Chief.
A Tiue Copy, : o
(Signed) J. BRYANT,
» Judge Advocate General,

’

Bengal Army,

Remarks by the Right Honorable the Commander in Chief.
In congideration of the length of Service of Captain G. B. P. .
Field, the Commander in Chief will recommend to the favorable considera-
tion of Goverdmment that he may be placed on the Pension List.

By Command,
(Signed) J. FINCH,
. L Military Secretary.
* - A True Copy,
o A J. BRYANT,
Judge Advocate General,
Bengal Army.

. I hereby Certify that the above is a True Copy of the Proceedings of
the foregoing Court Martial, furnished me agreeably to my request by the
Authorities in Bengal, for the purpose of laying the same hefore the Honorable
the Court of Directors in England, with a view to obtain redress to the
circumstances complained of in my Memorial to them. - )

' ' " . G. B. P. FIELD,
Captain,
H. C: S,
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DEFENCE.
M)

The First Defefice of Captain G. B. P. Field, before a Court Martial assembled at Meerut,
22nd, January, 1828, which was rejected by the Court Martial. '

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Court, :
On entering into iny Defence, it is particularly essential that I should

address you a few words in explanation of the cruel and oppressive Charges that have been
ptoduced against me, before this Court, by the Prosecutor Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull; in doing
which I shall take the most scrupulous care to confine myself to a bare recilal of facts, and
refrain from saying a single word which can be construed into- a studied and artful appeal to
your feelings: already Gentlemen do you know all the occurrences that have led to your
assembly here; but while' such knowledge will not; (1 am convinced) sway or avail you in
your decision, until I shall have proved my Defence by all the means in my power; and that
the privacy of the case will admit of. I shall therefore Gentlemen, without farther preface,
proceed to put you in possession of the leading facts of the case, in order that when I have
proved my Defence you may be able to judge of my innocence of the foul crime I am acciused
of, and which Gentlemen, I shall fully prove to you by a train of the imost consistant,
unqualified and indisputable evidence ; chiefly contained in a number of documents hereuito. .
annoxed, as well as many of those that have been already before the Court, and that this.
ponderous Fabric of ctuelty and oppression, is wholly without foundation, and has emanated
from the most Aarsh and unjust measures, to which I have been exposed for this last six
months past; not only from the party concerned, that has given such determined and I regret
Gentlemen, to say, such fnconsistant evidence against me, but from the Prosecutor Lieut -
Calonel Faithfull, whom in my own mind and humble opinion, I cenceive, as far (as internal
conviclion goes) from subsequent behaviour, it is impossible to excuse from baving felt and-
displayed an extraordinary interest in bringing forward this cause since its commencement.
And in the course of this Defence, Gentlemen, I shall give you such testimonials of my Public
and Private Character, as I trust will wholly absolve me from the horrible stigma of falsekood,
dishonor, meanness and maliciousness; with which the Prosecutor has so gratuitously branded
my character; and I shall also submit to youtr calm and dispassionate judgment the total
improbability of my having after a period of four and twenty years Service, not only risked
my prosperity, iny honor, and character, as an Officer and a Gentleman, and which I will
prove to you bas hitherto been unsullied, but that of involving what is more dear to me than
my own life, my unoffending family in irrecoverable xuin ; such an act of deliberate, unnatural
and onparalleled baseness, could not be found even in a heart the most abandoned; the
mnost unfeeling, and senseless in nature, I need not tell you Gentlemen, that the language of
truth is uniform and consistent; to depart from it safely requires a far better memory and
discretion, than any of my accusers appear to possess, and which I shall elearly point out to
{ou in the course of my comments on the Evidence they have given against me, but Gentlemen,,
will not unnecessarily detain you ; therefore, without further prelude, I will ¢ommence on
the leading facts, that have caused your meeting together on this occasion, and forthwith
proceed to give you an account of the beginning, progress and conclusion, of the whole
business now before the Court, as follows. ' o S L .
On the 22nd July last, Captain -Dunlop forwarded a leiter to the Head Quarters of the « vide Captain
Corps through me for the ‘perusal of Lieaf-Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment ; D’s letter annex-
containing the most artful and frivolons complaints, on some .very trifling points of duty. :glf";a":e“g{m“‘
Observing as I did that the whole statement was nothing inore than a gilded train of sophistry -
worked up in an extraordinary manner, without the least foundation ; also that he charged me
in the same letter with a seftled purpose to wound his feelings, which 1 did not think very
respectful to me as his Commanding Officer; I returned the said letter to Captain Dunlop

)
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with a full explanation of all it contained, and a solemn assurance that I had no wish what-

ever to hurt his (Captain Dunlop’s) feelings, and requested him to withdraw it, this he refused

to do, and forced me to forward it to Lieut, and Adjutant Holmes, for the perusal of Lieut.-

Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the Regiment; together with a letter from myself, on the

* Vide Captain *20th July, in which I accidentally mentioned the circomstance of the Committee (and

Field's Letter, \which has now become the object of your investigation) on that day he (Captain Dunlop)

25th July, page Yorwarded another letter in elucidation or support of the first, to the Adjutant of the Regiment

3‘;’,;,‘1:;’;;‘ of :gg for Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull’s perusal to which I also replied and forwarded; my mention. of

Charges, the Committee in the one of the 25th July, was more in the shape of a defence than a complaint

as the letter plainly shews, and not worded in that mean and malicious manner the Prosecutor

has with so much ingenuity described in the charges exhibited-against me. All these letters

were forwarded to Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding in Rohilcund, who pronounced Captain

Dunlop’s accusations to be frivolous and unnecessary to trouble the Major General, Com-

* Vide Brigadier manding the Division with: in a letter dated the *31st July, the DBrigadier also desired the

Vanrenan’s letter Prosecutor Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, to settle the business in any way ke thought proper;

gsst July, page jpstead of doing which, the Prosecutor Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, directed Lieut. and Adjutant

’ Holmes to inform me by letter dated the 1st August last, that it was necessary for me to place

* Vide pago 1. Captain Dunlop in arrest, and forward *Charges against him, of course founded on his letter

of the 22nd July, which 1 accordingly did to the best of my judgment and abilities; which

Charges were again forwarded to Brigadier Vanrenan, who pronounced them to be untenable

* Vide page 32. in a leiter dated *15th August, and expressed bis regret that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull should

* Vide. No. 17, have given me such instructions. The Prosecutor then sent me a *private letter saying, the

page 25. business (now before Court) was all seftled as well as all the matter connected with it, and

thus it rested for a short space, when Captain Dunlop again urged the whole matter over

afresh through me as Commanding the Wing, to the Prosecutor Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull,

Commanding-the Regiment, for transmission to Major General Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding

the Division. The whole correspondence was accordingly forwarded by me accompanied by

ny letter dated 2nd September last, in which the business of the Committee now before the

Court is again mentioned by me, and of course relates to the crime against me, now before

the Court; the whole of this Correspondence was forwarded by the Prosecutor to the Deputy

Assistant Adjutant General, Captain Craigie, for the perusal and decision of Major General

Sir Thomas Reyrell, K. C. B. Commanding the Division, accompanied by two of the most

* Vide Colonel cruel and harsh letters I ever read in my life, dated the 8th and 10th September last. T appeal

Fuithfull’s letters to you, Gentlemen, if it was fair for the Prosecutor to prejudge me in the manner he has done,

?:sht “‘: lgtg‘zs::; and if such letiers are not calculated to prejudice me in the minds of higher authority ; you

33. » P will also, Gentlemen, observe by these letters that the Prosecutor has completely taken the

part of Captain Dunlop, as he says, to prevent the honor of the Corps being compromised ;

but, Gentlemen, you will have an opportunity of judging before the conclusion of this Defence -

how far such tnsinuations against me can be established; to the correspondence and the two

letters just named, the decision of Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. was conveyed

to Brigadier Vanrenan, Commanding the District, in a letter dated the 2lst September last;

in which, Sir Thomas pronounces the whole of Captain Dunlop’s accusations against me to

be frivolous and unsubstantial, and condemns the measure of Colonel Faithfull’s directing me

to place him in arrest, he also directs the removal of Captain Dunlop to Almorab from the

Wing of the 23rd Regiment; the said letter though it condemns me in some parts of it, men-

tions that Sir Thomas Reynell conceives I acted for the good of the Service, also that I am

zealous and altentive to the duties of my Command,” and at the same time observes, * That

in the numerous instances of this kind of disagreement between Officers that have come before

him in the course of his Commands, that he doe¢ not recollect any one where more industry

has beén employed in working up original trifling matter into grave and serious offence ; of

course the Major General alludes to Lieut.-Col. Faithfull’s letters of the 8th and 10th instant,
forwarded for his perusal. ; i

~ Having taken up as little of your time as I possibly could with the foregoing detail: I

"‘now Mr. President and Gentlemen, come to the actual matter of the Charges exhibited against
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me, and which is directly before you, and I shall begin by giving you a simple unvarnished
and frue detail of all that happened to the best of my recollection, relative to the several
Meetings of the Committec, alluded to in the Charges and Evidence before the Court, and
which 1 shall establish from all the circumsiances of the case, as well as the most positive
presumptive proof that it is possible to adduce without the help of an Evidence, which the
privacy of the case precludes the possibility of my having at the time.

At the first Meeting of the Committee I opened the Court, after Captain Dunlop and
Lieut. Platt arrived at my house, the latter Officer being in the dounble situation of Member
of the Committee and Adjutant of the Wing,) by saying, the families of those men only who
died on the Burmese side of the Naaf River were entitled to Pensions, when Lieut. Platt
said that he thought the General Order included all those that died on their return from
Arracan, as well as those that died on the Burmese. side of the Naaf River, at all events it
would be as well to give all the poor fellows a chance of the Pension; also that Captain
Wight at Almorah, must have been on the Committee there, and could inform us bow they
acted in the case, I then said that the Regimental Orders were short and concise, and that I
thought there could be no doubt about it. The General, Regimental and Detachment Orders
were then read, also the Orders of Council, 28th October, 1825, by Captain Dunlop, -Lieut.
Platt, and myself, wben Captain Dunlop again said that the General Order included all those
that died on their refurn from Arracan, after they had passed the Naaf: I again told Captain
Dunlop that I thought otherwise, but Captain Dunlop seemed fixed in this idea, it was then
put to the vote by my instructions to Lieut. Platt; he first asked my opinion but I refused,
telling him to give his own and Caplain Dunlop’s first, the word admissible or inadmissible
was then put, Lieut, Platt and Captain Dunlop then gave according to their opinion so
delivered, ** admissible,” to every Claimant that came before the Court at that Meeting, to
which I of course submitted and gave mine, by which means I conceived myself overruled as
stated in my letter of the 25th July last, though Gentlemen, you will remark that this
assertion of being overruled is  merely inferential in that letter, inasmuch'as the sentence
concludes with saying, * I should think he must know better,” though the Prosecutor has left
that part of the sentence out of the charge, and thereby made my assertion as to the rejection
of the advice, positive ; it is most true there was very liltle discussion on the subject for Captain
Dunlop and Lieutenant Platt were positive in-their opinion as to the meaning of the General
Order granting Pensions, consequently no further discussion could take place heyond what I
have stated, and this was all that passed on that day.

I now Mr. President and Gentlemen, proceed to the business relative to the 2nd Meeting
which took place about the 9th June last, on that Morning the only thing that was done by
the Committee was to alter the form of the Rolls agreeably to a new form furnished from
Head Quarters of tho Regiment, consequently no claims appeared on that day before the
Committee, nor any particular discussion necessary.

I now Mr. President and Gentlemen, come to the 3rd Meeting which took place about
7th July last, when Lieut. Smith became a Member, owing to Lieut. Platt’s being reported

sick, for he reported so on the morning the Committee sat, and I believe well again the same
day, and which now under all the circumstances of the case has a suspicious appearance,
inasmuch as the circumstance produced another Evidence against me. )

However to return to the subject, I regularly opened the Court by saying, that the relatives
of men who died on the Burmese side of the Naaf River, were alone entitled to Pensions,
when Lieut. Smith instantly or simultaneously seconded me in this remark, (and he may have
looked at the papers at the same time, but I do not rccollect that he did,) Captain Dunlop
then took up the question and argued itto a considerable length with Lieut. Smith; daring
which, I several times said to him that there could be no doubt about it, that the Regimental
Orders were short and concise, and that the General Orders though more detailed were equally
as plain; Captain Dunlop several times said, but we must adhere to the General Order;
which includes all those that died on their way from Arracan to Calcutta ; these points were -

warmly. argued between Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Smith, when I supported the latter
Officer with a few words occasionally ; but observing that Captain Dunlop still held his opinion,
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1 sent for the General, Regimental, and Detachment Orderly Books, for the purpose of convincing
Captain Dunlop of his error; some little time elapsed before the Books were brought, duting
which the conversation still continued regarding the Claimants, when I happened to mention to
Lieut. Smith, that I thought five of the Rolls made out at the former sitting of the Committee
wou\ld be returned, in which fe concurred in opinion with me. When the Genecral, Regimental,
and' Detachment Order Books came,.they were read over to Captain Dunlop both by Licut.
Smith and myself two or three times and the particular part of it explained to Captain Dunlop,
the meaning of which he bad mistaken and disputed with Lieut. Smith and myself, but Captain
Dunlop appeared to me to hold his opinion to the last, and concluded with these remarkable
expressions, “ Well then I do’nt understand it, and perhaps the Commander in Chief does
not,” speaking in a kind of careless manner; these expressions convinced me that he was not
of the same opinion as Lieut. Smith and myself, relative to the meaning of the General Order
for it was the meaning of the General Order only, that was disputed by Captain Dunlop and
Lieut. Platt at the first Meeting. : , '

With respect to the fourth Meeting which was for the purpose of hearing a reprimand
read that had been received from the Head Quarters of the Regiment; when the Committee
met at my house on that day, to the best of my recollection the letter was read aloud, and
when finished, I said, ¢ Gentlemen this is your own fault, if you had taken my advice it
would not have happened,” Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt replied (1 think nearly together)
“ say there was no discussion,” but that was utlered morc in the shape of advice than a
disavowal of the fact, Lieut. Platt was evidently in a bad humour and wbich he was frequently
in the habit of displaying on duty, but I did not threaten them with any complaint to Head
Quarters,nor did they threaten me saying “ you had better not,” as Captain Dunlop has asserted.,

I shall now, Gentlemen, procced to comment on the Evidence for the Prosecution that
has been given in Court relative to these circumstances. _

- 'The first Evidence produced by the Prosecutor is Lieut. Holmes who states that be sent
my private note to Lieut. Smith, a very junior Qfficer in the Regiment under my Command,
‘because he doubted the truth of its contents, and thus acknowledges bimself guilty of
a breach of moral obligation as well as an artful and bad disposition to a man to whom he
outwardly professed a sincerity for, as is evident by all his Privale communications on tha
subject before the Court, and which is certainly not very characteristic of the sincere friendship
he professed, for if he was imprudent enough to form an intimacy with a person be disliked,
he should never have been so unjust as to betray it, and 1 have to add that Lieut. Smith’s
reply to the said note, contained some very severe remarks upon my conduct, and was
publicly sent to the Special Court of Inquiry by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, and there produced
against me, it also proves that a cautious and secret communication has been kept up against
me, as well as his having detained in his possession fourteen days, and then shewed it to the
Prosecutor, which was evidently not just or proper. '

The second Evidence, Gentlemen, for the Prosecution is Captain Dunlop, who states that
there was no reference whatever to the Orderly Books at the first Meeting of the Committee,
nor did he even read them at that Meeting, now, Gentlemen, I am under the dire necessity of
noticing to you, that Captain Dunlop has been guilty of gross inconsistency before this Court,
for at the Special Court of Inquiry held at Bareilly, on this very business now before you,
Captain Donlop declared he did read the General, Regimental and Detachment Orders, and’
which has been proved by Lieut. Platt’s Evidence on this occasion, but even, Gentlemen,
agreeably to Captain Dunlop’s own account now given of the words of the votes * admissible
or inadmissible,” being put to him by Lieut. Platt, it would most certainly have struck him
that there was a great diflerence between the two kinds of Claimants, he now acknowledges
that he did misunderstand the meaning of the General Order, and at the Court of Inquiry that
it was aonly overlooked at the first Mceting, and Lieut. Platt’s Evidence now proves that he
not only read them, but even studied them at this first Meeting, and Lieut. Smith’s Evidence
also proves that he did mistake the meaning even at the third Meeting. Now, Gentlemen, as it
is fully proved that he did read the Orders, and did mistake the meaning of them, from the
reasons assigned by Lieut. Smith, *¢ that he thought the General Orders had two interpreta-,
tions: hence, Gentlemen, it is most evident that he thought the General Urder superceded the
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Regimental and Detachment one, as stated in my Public Letters on the 25th July last, for it is

quite impossible, even for a child that can but just read to mistake the meaning of my Detach-

ment Order, and as he did read that Detachment Order at the first Meeting it fully and amply Vide page 44 and

corroborates my Statement contained in my letter, 25th July last. Remark No. 26;
With regard to the second Meeting of the Committee, Captain Dunlop is correct, there

was nothing done but altering the Rolls, and very little said, for neither Captain Dunlop or

Lieut. Platt was on good terms withme. With regard to the third Meeting of the Committee,

Captain Dunlop has at length acknowledged, that the instant Lieut. Smith spoke as to the ad-

mission only of those men whose rclations died on the Burmese side of the Naaf River I agreed

with Lieot. Smith, although at the Court of Inquiry, he puts a question to Lieut. Smith, to

know if it was not after 1 had read the General Orders that I agrced with Lieut. Smith in

opinion, and which Lieut. Smith answered in the affirmative, and this particular point now

acknowledged by Captain Dunlop, is stated in my Defence before the Court of Inquiry, and

is another redeeming argument ot my letter, 25th July last (before the Court.)

As to the fourth Mecting of the Committce, when the reprimand was read, I believe he
sided with Lieat. Platt, as to telling me to say * there was no discussion,” but this was in the
shape of advice on the part of both of them, and to conceal the business, and I most solemnly
declare that the long detail he has given of Lieut. Platt’s reply is incorrect, nor does Lieut.

Platt acknowledge it on his oath.

I now, Gentlemen, proceed to the third Evidence for the Prosecution, Lieunt. Platt; this
Gentleman flatly denies that any discussion ever took place, or that Iever gave my opinion
whilst he was a Member, and positively and most directly confutes his brother Evidence,

Captain Dunlop, not only on this occasion, but also in his replies at the Special Court of
* Inquiry, relative to Captain Dunlop’s reading the Bonks of Orders on the subject of Claimants
ut the first Meeting of the Committce, Lieut, Platt acknowledges both at the Court of Inquiry
and on this nccasion, that he not enly recorded the votes ** admissible” or *“ inadmissible™ (in
doing which he must have first given his own) but actually put that question to Captain Dun-
lop and myself, henée, Gentlemen, is it not extraordinary that nothing as to the meanirng of
those words should strike him, even if according to his own assertions there was no opinion
given, or discussion ever took place? And he also says that my assent was communicated
by a * silent nod” of the head, I believe he may be right there, for I could do no otherwise
after the two Members had decided on it. :
- I now, Gentlemen, proceed to that part of the Evidence of Lieut. Platt, wherein be states
that he read the reprimand received from the Head Quarters of the Regiment, by my order,
but as to my saying, * what shall we do” is incorrect, (and is as I have already stated in my
account of that Meeting,) and I submit to the superior wisdom of this Court, if the reply he
has given on oath does not bear favorable to my cause, and that it is quile eviden{ by that
-reply there was a discussion at the first Meeting, or at least an opinion delivered by me.
‘The last Evidence for the Prosecution, Gentlemen, is, Licut. Smith, this Officer positively
- and directly confutes his brother Evidence, Captain Dunlop, that, *“there was a shost discus-
sion,” during which I said, * let us send for the Order Books and see.” 'The Books were then
sent for, when I expressed my concurrence on looking at them, but not before,” whilst Captain
Dunlop says that I instantly agreed with Lieut. Smith (‘before the Books came) as to the
proper Claimants to be admifted, and that nothing more was said by any of the Committee
beyond what ke kas stated on his oath to this Court. However, Gentlemen, the Proceedings
of the Court of Inquiry would shew to the contrary, and which I trust, Gentlemen, may be
considered a substantial proof of the discrepancy and inconsistency of the Evidence given
against me before this Court. : '

This Genllemen, is all the comment my humble abilities can bestow on the Evidence for
the Prosecution that has been given against me by Captain Dunlop, Lieuts. Holmes, Platt,
and Smith: and I need bardly remark to you, Gentlemen, that the oath of .a man is little to be
regarded, if before he is bound by it, he does not shrink from uttering an untruth, out of regard
to his hovor, before a Public Court of Inquiry, which produced a Court Martial, on a brother
Soldier, whom they had no reason to complain of, except that he was obliged to be a little strict

-
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with them to keep them to their duty, which they were well inclined on all occasions to neglect,
and whose lenity and forbearance towards them has been acknowledged out of the mouth of

.« .. the Prosecutor, and who has also declared to his Adjutant, Lieat Holmes, that I am a person

v < that would not be guilty of an injustice to any one.” ‘The proof of this assertion is forth-
coming, Gentlemen, in its proper place. In their written complaints these very Gentlemen
kept up a shew of apparent trath against me, from mutual communication, and have appealed
to each other, to attest to their assertions with a triumphant security, as if nothing could be
true that could not be proved by themselves, but when summoned hefore a just, honorable,
and impartial Tribunal, and divided from each other, they find themselves no longer able to
hold their ground. . : -

I will now, Gentlemen, proceed to give you every explanation in my power regarding the
Papers and Documents before the Court produced by the Prosecutor.in the first place.
Gentlemen, I beg leave to point out to you the cause of my addressing my note of the 10th
of July last to Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes, some days before Captain Dunlop sent in his
reference of the 22nd July last against me. The object of that note was to elicit from Lieut.
Holmes a reply:that I could shew to Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, whenever the Com-
mittee (which was a standing one) might mect again for the admission of Claimants, as Lieut.
Smith was only a temporary Mewber, and that those two Oflicers might be convinced of the
meaning of the General Order from the opiniorn of others, and particularly as Lieut. Platt
seemed to wish to obtain Captain Wight's opinion, at the sitting of the Committee the first
time ; in that note I mentioned that the Committee * doubted’’ I should have said ‘¢ differed in
opinion,” because they did differ on both those occasions, and in my Public Letter of the 27th
July last the proper word is used, but a person is not always guarded in using words when he
writes a private note in @ hurry as that one evidently is, you will further remark, Gentlemen,
that it is written after the Meeting of the Committee at which Licut. Smith was present, and
they even acknowledge in tkeir way that I knew the intent of the General Order, so that it
was merely to satisfly Captain Dunlop and Lieut Platt, for I did not think that Captain
Dunlop was satisfied at the 3rd Meeting.

Vide page 27. - But, Gentlemen, I will return to Captain Dunlop’s letter of the 22nd July last, which
gave birth to the matter now before the Court, together with the private notes to Lieut.
and Adjutant Holmes, and which private notes were written in a careless and confidential
manner, and at a time when neither myself or any of the party concerned could have had the
most distant idea that. this business would have ever become a subject of public investi-
gation, consequently no evil motives could possibly accompany those communications. With
regard to my note of the 16th July last, alluded to in my public letter of the 2nd September

; following, the contents of that note was merely stated at a guess. 1 afterwardswrote to Lieut.

* Vido No.4page Holmes for a Copy of it* (as I did not keep Copies of private correspondence) and I thought it

46. had been a much earlier communication, or that I had written one prior to it. I was also

* Vide Extract Tisled in this idea by a note from Holmes.*

No. 10, pago 23. I shall now, Gentlemen, account to you for not having made any report of being over- .
ruled by the Committee to the Head Quarters of the Regiment; in the first place, Gentlemen,
I never was to the best of my recollection on a Committee before where the Members differed,
and [ have always understood that any two of a Committee could carry it agaiust a third, and
in my letter 16th July, last named in the second count of the charge, itis only mentioned to that
extent, though I certainly did think that there was some littlexobstinacy on the part of Captain

. Dunlop and Lieut. ’latt, but it was not so much to communicate the matter of the Committee

:lolvnl:::'sx‘ilmtlttr to the Prosecutor, as to express to him through the Adjutant *my anxiefy, that any censure

No.2, page 46, Should fall on him from what had happencd at the Committee, from the difference of opinion
of Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, and on such occasions I was never aware that any
particular report was required, and it did not strike me at the time to make any, but Gen-
tlemen, it is very remarkable that the Prosecutor shonld make this a serious charge against
me, when he forwarded those very rcports, bearing his own counter-signature with all their
tnaccuracy to Head Quarters of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, from whence they

" were returned, as I thougbt they would be. In fact, if I had had a proper steady person for a
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Staff under me to have assisted me properly in my duty. as Commanding Officer of the Wing,
nothing of this kind would bave happened, and of course. I should not be: here in the humi-
liating light of a Prisoner. The Prosecutor well knew. Licut.. Platt’ was: not fitted. for the
situation and responbsibility that was attached to ‘his office as Adjutant of the Wing, and

-

which fact {s fully corroborated by Extracts of Letters from his own Adjutant, Licut. Holmes;* 4 vige No. 1.
and in which, I am also exonerated from the very charges given against me by himself in the page 20.

latter part of the secand Count, namely, being “ malicious and dishonorable”” Permit me to .. _
*#VideExtracts of

second Count of the Charges, and which is entirely inferential; where is there any thing Licut: Holmes's

read you those *Extracts, Gentlemen.. But Gentlemen, I must return to the latter part of the

etters annexed

malicious or dishonorable in my note of the 16th July last? It can only exist in the ¥magi- to the Memorial,
nation of the Prosecutor, who has cut off in the charge, the chief part of the sentence that page 22, No. 5.

was inlended for his informdtion ; namely, that I sincerely hoped he might not be reprimanded
were thosc malicious or dishonorable expressions? I should conceive, Gentlemen, you would
think the contrary; and even in my letter of the 25th July last, the Prosecutor has again
curtailed the concluding part of the sentence fromi. which he extracted the cbarge which would
also relieve me from the stigma of being “¢ malicious and dishonourable” had it been inserted,
and as to exonorating myself from any suppased blame there. is. no: such: request; contained in
any of my letters: the reprimand was to the Commitiee. and -not- to me singly ; for when any
two Members of a Committee make a mistake, the ¢hird one must of course suffer any censure
that might be attached to that mistake, without the possibility of escaping, and the circum-
stancé was merely stated in my letter of the 25th July last, as an inferencé of bad dispasition
towards me. It is really Gentlemen, most difficult to defend charges of this nature that have
po direct bearing. 1 have proved by the Extracts of Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes’s Letters;. in

which the acknowledgements of the Proseculor are contained,. that L have shewn forbearance

and lenity to particular Officers of the Wing under my Command. How then, Gentlemen;
can the Prosecutor associate these circumstances with-the Charyes he has given against me of

being mean and malicious, I bave known the Prosecutor for this twenty 'years past, and untit.

this occasion, Gentlemen, I never had during the whole of that period the least public or

private difference with bim.. I well know that he is subject to strong passions and prejudices, =

aud they must bave prevailed him in a very great degree when he wrote his letters of -8tk and
10th of September last, and which has been the main spring that has set all this machinery in
motion against me; it was certainly not altogether fair so suddenly -to forget. so old an
acquaintance. In these said letters of the 8th and 10th September last, he talks of my having

compromised the honor of the Corps, but Gentlemen, do my past services shew that I have ever

been guilty of such a thing; | trust I shall fully prove to you' that it never has been the case,
aud I hope it never will be ; and allow me in reply, to read you a short Extract from a Letter
{rom Major General Sir J. Arnold, K.C. B.*, also a paper from Major General Sir Thomas
Reynell, K.C. .*. o S oo S .
.} had the honor Gentlemen to officiate as Major of Brigade: to Major General Sir John
Arnold, K. C. B, when he was Brigadier; Commanding. in Rohileund, in the year 1819 ; and

#* YVide No.'s,”’

page 17.

% Vide No. 1,
page 16, - .

when I quitted that office, Sir John Arnold expressed his public thanks to.me for my exertions .

and attention to the duties of Rohilcund. .Major. General Sit Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. has
remarked that I commanded a Grenadier Company -at the assault of Bhburtpoor,.and I bad

Gentlemen, Commanded one ever since the year 1819, when present with the Regiment, which_

Sir John Arnold’s Ictter plainly shews. But:-on the 2sd November last, (since the commence~
ment_of this business now before you,) the Prosecutor has (contfary to the regulations of the
Service) deprived me of a: Grenadier Company; and. given thé vne 1 held to Captain Dunlop,

an Officer five years Jater in the Service than myself, which, Gentlemen,: is not very fair, nor’

would the Prosecutor have liked it himself, when he ;was the senior Captain of the Regiment
as I am now, S B T AT S A : '
. - 1 arrived, Gentlemen, in the Country, in 1804, and I had the honor to serve with the
Grand Army under His Excellency the late Lord Lake, in the arduous Campaign of 1805. In
1805 and 6, I served with the Forces assembled junder General Ball, in pursuit of the
Mabrattab Army, In 1809, I served with the Forces assembled.in Boondlecund, under General
. i Y . .
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Sir Gabriel Martindell, when T was present at the Siege of Adgee Ghur, and on that occasion
I Commanded and led on a party from my Regiment to the Assault of the outworks of that
place, which we carried with the Bayonet. In the year 1815, 1served with the Forces assem- *
bled, under Major: General Sir Jasper Nicholls, K. C. B. for the reduction of the Province of

: Kum\‘oan and Almorah, and on the occasion of the brilliant Assault of the Fortified Heights of

- that place, I received the thanks of that distinguished General, in Public Orders, as also the ’
approbation of His Excellency the late Most Noble the Marquis of Hastings; and Major
General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. has done me the honor to say, that during the Siege and
Assault of Burtpoor I did my Daty. as a zealous and good Officer. Do these past Services,
Gentlemen, wear the appearance of my having compromised the honor of the Corps as stated
in the Prosecutor’s letters of thie 8th and 10th September last.

It has too, been ingeniously circulated by the parties, Gentlemen, that I have shewn an
unconciliatory disposition towards my Accusers, whilst in command at Moradabad, but I can
assure you, Gentlemen, that 1 never had the least difference of a private nature with any of
them. Everything that has happened in the shape of difference has related to Duty, I have been
dragged by them into long and litigious correspondences containing frivolous complaints
against me, and in consequence I was removed from the Command at Moradabad, obliged to
quit a conifortable and expensive dwelling, and to sell my property for whatever I could get for
it, to prepare myself to proceed to Almorah, where it was not transportable, and which
circumstance incurred to me a loss of about five thousand Rupees.

"But, Gentlemen, I will return to the matter now before the Court, how is it possible that
I could from the privacy of the case prove more than I have done in these papers, to shew my’
innocence of the foul crime with which I am accused, and that too on so trivial an occasion.
Falsehood, Gentlemen, is generally connected with cowardice and a timid dishonest heart, and
which does not answer the description given of me by my superiors on all occasions? But how,
Gentlemen, is it possible for me to make any further reply to such Charges. Every point of my
character that bas been attacked is boldly met by some opposing truth, and every thing I have
said and done throughout this business, has been consistant and uniform in all its connections
with truth: whereas there is a monstrous inconsistancy throughout the Evidence that has been
given before this Court, and which Evideuce you will do me the favor to bear in mind, Gentle-
men, ought to accord with that given at the Courtof Inquiry, and which it does not. This
circamstance alone, Gentlemen; I humbly conceive ought fully to acquit me, independent of
the strong and powerful proofs I have given you of my general charactér and conduct as an
Officer and a Gentleman. ,

It is some times a happy thing, Gentlemen, for the innocent, that the corruptions of the
heart are strangely blended with the confusions of the mind; we owe it to the bounty of Provi-
dence, and happy indeed it is for me in the present case, that I have found some resource in
the weakness of the understanding of my ‘Accusers, who whilst they assert there was no
opinion delivered by me at the first Meeting of the Committee, they can give no account of
the circumstance consistent with the integrity of fair argument. In fact, Gentlemen, notwith-

. standing their numbers, they are worse off than. I am who have only the evidence of the senses
to appeal to, and have shewn themselves far less able to support their accusation against me,
than I have been to uphold in the strongest and most vivid colors my conduct and character,

-and innocence of the heavy crime alleged against me; and you may have observed, Gentlemen,
that I have had no person to assist me throughout this business, nor have I asked any one to
do it. I have solely confided to the inward consciousness of my innocence. At the same time,
‘Gentlemen, whatever passages in- my defence may appear to you obscure, from the want of
ability to render them otherwise, I most humbly solicit you to question me in any way you
pleaso, as to their accuracy; and I trust that the cloud the Prosecutor bas raised over my
head will be dispelled by your calm and dispassionate view and judgement of the case, and

.my character rendered even brighter than before. I well know, Gentlemen, you will weigh
all the circumsances set forth in my defence; the long course of years I have served with honor
to myself, and credit to the Service; and also reflect how deeply a circumstance of this nature
might effect the prospects of a man who is conscious of Laving both virtually and in effect ever
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done his duty, and ever acted for the good of the Service: and on no occasion have I swerved
from the principles of honor, and which is even acknowledged by my superiors. And you will
I am confident, Gentlemen, take into your serious consideration the vast difference hetween
the Evidence given before this Court and-that given at the Court of Inquiry, and from these
and other circumstances I have adduced in my Defence, I trust the Court will consider the
Charges totally unsubstantiated. .

In conclusion, I have to add, Gentlemen, that I have the fullest confidence in your judge-
ment and experience in the Service. I return you my best thanks for the patient hearing you
bave given me. I place my honor in your hands; and in thorough consciousness of my
innocence of the heavy Charges brought forward against me by the Prosecutor; I ‘'submit my
case to your impartial consideration and decision, and trust my hitherto' unsullied reputa-

tion, to your Honorable Verdict.
G. B, P. FIELD;-

' Captain, -
23rd Regiment, N. L
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L na o inait In., doiny .1myself; the hot:on to .forward to you the enclosed shott Memorial
for the perusal apd ,qonsnderanq;\ of HlsExcellenpy the R;ght Honorable the Commander .in
Chle,f,.allbw me, {9 eptreat the favor of your kind aid in laying the same before his Excellency:
and in apologizing for thig mtrusxon, 1 humbly beg leave to say that I;am at present distang
from my Corps, and my anxiety to bring the circamstances contained in the said Memorial as
early as:possible ito His Excellency’s notice and humane cosideration, together with the
agitation of mind I labour under from my unfortunate situation, will I trust plead my pardon
for the liberty I bave taken in forwarding these papers to you.

- I have the honor to be,

SIR,
. Your most ohedient Servant,
To Lieut. Colonel Iinch, : G. B. P. FIELD.
&ec. &e. &c.
Military Secretary.

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Lord Combermere, &c. &c. &c. Commander in Chief
of his Majesty’s and the Honorable Company’s Forces in India.

The humble Memorial of Captain G. B. P. Field, of the 23rd Reglment,N L.

SHEWETH,

That your Memorialist has served the Honorable Company twenty-four
years, and has during that period zealously and to the best of his abilities devoted his life to
the faithful and konorable discharge of every duty required in his professional capacity ; and
not only made himself proficient in Military tactic, but actually attained a knowledge of other
abstruse Military Science, which has been noticed and recorded by his superiors.

That be has been engaged in several of the most arduous Campaigns and dangerous
Services that has occurred from the period of the Mahrattah War in 1805, under the late
Lord Lake, down to the present time.

. That on some of these occasions his conduct has been noticed and recorded by the
highest authority, as also by General Officers of great celebrity, and he has been honored
with their public thanks for his exertions on such occasions.

~ That during most part of the period your Memorialist commanded at Moradabad, he had
the good fortune to give satisfaction to his present Commanding Officer, Lieut.Colonel Faith-
full, and has been on very intimate and friendly terms with bim for about twenty years past,
and which is manifest by innumerable letters in your Memorialist’s possession until the month
of August last, when the Lieut.-Colonel suddenly forgot all former acquaintance with him,
-and became prejudlced against him, owing ke believes “to Captain Dunlop baving forwarded
several letters against your Memorialist, containing the most frivolous complaints against
him on trifling pomts of duty, and which were pronounced to be frivolous and unsubstantial
by Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding the Division; one of which
dated the 22nd July, (after every endeavour to induce Captain Dunlop to withdraw it) was
forwarded by your Memorialist as Commanding the Wing of the 23rd Regiment, to Lieut.-
Colonel Faithfull Commanding the Regiment; accompanied by a letter dated the 25th July
. last, in which your Memonahst was compelled to state the constant dxﬂiculty, vexation and
trouble he had with Captain Dunlop on duty: and accidentally mentioned the circumstance of
the Committee in the said Letter, and which Captain Duplop immediately demed and thus
occasioned your Memonahst s Trial by Court Martial.
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That Captain Dunlop, Lieut. and Agdjutant Platt; (and others of the Wing of the Corps,)-
bad kept up a systematical resistance against your Memorialist, during his' Command: at
Moradabad, and in the course of their complaints ‘against him, ‘always appealéd to each
other to support their accusations, well knowing: that at a small out-post like Moradabad; -
where there was only five or six Officers present at any period, (and sometiimes only half that
number) that their conduct could not be witnessed by any but themselves ; and that your Meino+
rialist was in consequence a virtually isolated man whilst on duty: with'thém; ‘and without the
help of any living Evidence to support and defend himself against their accusations ; and that
be bad nothing but written documents and his vwn statements to depend on, regarding such
matters. o .

Your Memorialist humbly sheweth that such was his- unfortanate case at his late Trial,
and that no European, or Person was in the room that could .speak English, or give any
account of the first meeting of tbe Committee, but the two Members, Captain Dunlop and
Lieut. Platt, except your Memorialist's family, who are of course debarred by law from giving
any evidence for or against the matter in question. , R
‘ Your Memorialist also prays leave to observe to your Excellency, that had these two

Officers been in the habit of obeying your Memorialist on duty, (which they had not; as is
evident by many ‘of your Memorialist's Detachment Orders hereunto annexed,) that they.
would have been guided by his Detachment Order, which pointed out in few words the duly
they had to perform, and which had been read and referred to by Captain Dunlop, and Lieut.
Platt, at the first Meeting of the Committee, and that it was quite émpossible to misunderstand
the meaning of that order, as Captain Dunlop has erroneously stated, (and which independent
of your Memorialist having advised them to adhere to it) of itself shews the opposition cem=
plained of in your Memorialist’s letter of the 25th July -last, on which the charge éxhibited
against him is founded by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, and which was considered at the time the
said Letter was written in the light of opposition by your Memorialist. - S

-+ Your Memorialist also humbly sheweth, no Officer in Command of a small outpost like
Moradabad, could possibly escape from such unfair and ungenerous practices on the part of
the senior Officer and his Staff under his -Command, as well as. others concerned, who of
course must constantly come to his house on daty, and had therefore the opportunity of doing
and saying what they pleased, without being the least liable to detection, and which no man
so situated could possibly stand against: "~ . o+ ' )

- Your Memorialist also humbly begs leave to observe that Lieuts. Holmes and Smith, two
of the witnesses against him at the Court Martial, had kept up an outward show of sincerity
towards him in their correspondence and communications, at the very time they were handing
and passing his private letters.about from.one to another, many of which weré written in
unguarded and unsuspecting moments by your Memorialist, and some of thesé very letters
"bave since been produced by the party- and others concerned against him, and one of theny in
particular, 16th July last, actually framed the chief part of the Charge against your Memo
rialist at his late Trial ; and’ yet notwithstanding all 'this care and labour on their part to
criminate and convict your Memorialist, the Evidence given at the said Trial was- of an
inconsistant and contradictory’ nature, and widely “differed fromthat ‘given at the Special

Court of Inquiry held at Bareilly, to investigate the said matter.: e

- Your Memorialist also regrets: to state, that'since ‘the matter that produced bis Trial was
brought before the Court of ‘Inquiry “at Bareilly, his‘ immediate Coinmanding Officer, Lieut.-
Colonel Faithfull, became so extremely prejudiced: against him from the reports of Captain
Dunlop and others under him§ that during the short period your Memorialist was absent from
his Command at Moradabad to attend ‘the- Court--of Inquiry at Bareilly, to investigate the
said matter, that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull actually ‘wrote ‘a *Public Letter, dated the 7th of *VidoLi
October last, to Major Wallington of the:37th Regiment, who was sent to that Station: to ygiu" Honaad
Command during the temporary absence of your Memorialist, to question the veracity of your letter 7thQctoher
Memorialist relative to a Havildar of: the Left Grenadiers of the Corps; for your Mémorialist last, by direction
humbly conceives that from -the tenor ‘of the Lieut.-Colonel’s Letter it could be for no other }:ﬁ“‘fa‘;ﬁ:l"g"
purpose, notwithstanding ‘your Memorialist- had furnished the Lieut.-Colonel with a demi- and P, p. 77, 78.

z .
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# Vide Extract of oﬁicial statement of the case in the month of J uly last, agreeably.to his own orders,* contained

Lieut, Col, Faith-

full’s letters, S8,
No. 1, page 90.
Vide Q@ and R,
" page 88,89,

Vide letter T
page 9.

* Vide letter U
page 92.

in a letter dated the 10th of -that month, and that such Public Lelter actually questioned the
point your Memorialist had explained in that demi-official. statement as is manifest by the
docuglents annexed, and with which the Lieut.-Colonel was satisfied at the time, and ultimately
found it to be correct from the result of his enquiries through Major Wallington. Nevertheless
your Memorialist humbly submits to your Lordship’s indulgent consideration, that suck a mea-
sure of the Lieut.-Colonel’s exposed him to great hardship during the course of his Command,
inasmuch as he required not only to be uncommonly exact and particular in his private and
public communications, but actually to have witnesses to the most trifling matters of Duty he
performed, during the Course of his Command, and which was often impracticable for him to
do, situated as be was; he also further begs leave to state to your Lordship, that it was from
mere accident that he came to a knowledge of the above circumstances, it having been
mentioned to him in the course of casual conversation by Major Wallington, on your Memo-
rialist’s return to the Command of the Station, from the Court of Inquiry held at Bareilly.

. Your Memorialist further begs leave to state, that on the arrival of the Left Wing of his
Regiment at Moradabad, from Bhurtpoor, in the month of March 1826, that he received '
positive instructions to -drill them thoroughly in the new Torren’s Exercise, of which they
had at that time very little knowledge of ; and which orders he set about to carry into effect
with genuine zeal for the Service: that in consequence of such orders it was necesgary to have
them out four times a week for regular drill and exercise, besides other Parades. This circum-
stance of hard drill alone gave disgust to many of the Officers of the Detachment, and which
he humbly conceives is manifest by their constant attempt to neglect such duty exhibited in
several of your Memorialist's Detachment Orders hereunto apnexed.* Yet, notwithstanding
this want of cordial co-operation on the part of the Officers under him, in the short space of
eight months by his personal exertions he brought the said Wing of the Regiment inio an
excellent train of discipline and good order, and which was particularly noticed by Major
General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. Commanding the Division, on his inspection of the
Troops at Moradabad, in November 1826, and who on that occasion ‘asked bim if they could
perform a particular manceuvre in Terren’s; to which he respectfully replied they .could go
through any movement in Torren’s he might do him the honor to call-for. The Major General
then called for several movements, all of which were promptly performed to his satisfaction.

. Your Memorialist also begs leave to state, that even so far back as the year *1815, he was
selected by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, to drill the Recruits of the Regiment, as is manifest by a

.document hereunto annexed ; which he humbly hopes may furnish some idea of his abilities

and acquirements as an Officer. . :

That your Memorialist humbly conceives the documents annexed to this Memorial, as
well as those that accompanied his defence, fully establish the motives for the strong .
prejudice and bias of the Witnesses against him ‘at this Court Martial, and he cannot
sufficiently regret the circumstances of their having so apparently influenced the mind of Lieut.
Colonel Faithfull against him, who had acknowledged in a demi- official Letter, through Lieut.
and Adjutant Holmes, (during his Command at Moradabad,) that your Memorialist was a
“ person that would not be guilty of an injustice to any one,” and in the said Letter vested him
with the full power to act as he pleased relative to the management of some Officers under him,
who had not behaved quite correctly. The Lieut. Colonel had also declared his opinion
in some of those demi-official Letters that your Memorialist had shewn great lenity and
forbearance to some of the Gentlemen under bim, particularly to Lieut. Platt, and even
threatened to act severely by that Officer, in the event of your Memorialist making any public
complaint. against him, which from motives of lenity and knowing the Colonel’s tnfentions he
‘did not do; yet notwithstanding this forbearance towards Lieut. Platt. he was one of the chief
Witnesses against your Memorialist at the Court Martial, _ .

.- Your Memorialist also begs leave to state that the above good opinion of the Lieut, Col.

* relative to your Memorialist's conduct whilst in Command at Moradabad, was the result of

about twenty years knowledge and intimate acquaintance with him, and that during the whole
of which period he never bad the least private or public difference with the Lieut. Colonel,
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Uander these circumstances he humbly trusts that such good opinion delivered by the Lieut.
Colonel, may fairly be considered as a satisfactory testimony of his conduct and character for
twenty ‘years past, and that such expression of good conduct and character together with the
good opinion expressed by three consecutive General Officers of celebrity, whom he has had
the honor to serve under, namely, Major General Sir John:Arnold, K. C. B., Major General
Sir Jasper Nicolls, K. C. B., and Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B., will constitute
a fair shield to rebatt the Evidence given against him at his late Trial, by Witnesses whose
minds were tinctured with prejudice, and biassed by animosity towards your Memorialist.: -

Your Memorialist had .also obtained the good opinion -of several Field Officers of
distinction in the Army, during the course of his long and faithful Services, but who unfortu-
nately for bim-at this period, are either dead or absent from the Country.’

Your Memorialist also humbly begs leave to submit to your Lordship’s indulgent con-
sideration, that he could not consistant with the Court’s injunction have introduced all
these circumstances into his Defence at the said Trial, as they would have been considered .
irrevalent by the Court, nevertheless your Memorialist humbly conceives'they expose the
motives and manner in which he has been accused, as well as demonstrate the motives by
which he has been actuated for the good of the Service, during the period he Commanded at
Moradabad. :

In conclusion, your Memorialist humbly prays your Lordship will take bis painful and
distressing case into humane consideration, the embarrassment and anxiety of mind he has
undergone since the month of July last, is inexpressible, owing to your Memorialist’s fears
that bis character and prospects in life might be considerably injured from the late unforseen
calamities that have befallen him, and which he ‘humbly trusts your Lordship’s humanity and
kind consideration of his long and faithful Services will avert, as he has a wife and family to
support, and nothing but the Service to depend on to provide for them, and that the hard labor
of twenty-four years, and the fair fame he had obtained during that period may not be over-
cast, by a circumstance which your Memorialist humbly conceives originated out of the most
trifling matter, and grew up into magnitude, solely from misrepresentation, and your
Memorialist as in daty bound shall ever Pray.

(0)

No. 1. _ : - . . . y
The following Letters and Documents relate to the subject of the- Havildar Takoor Pursaud,

alluded to in the foregoing Memorial. ‘ ,

SIR ) Almorah, 7th October, 1827,
I am desired by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, Commanding the 23rd Regiment,
N. L. to request that you will report to me for Ais information, the name of the present Pay
Havildar of the second Grenadier Company of the Wing under your Charge, also that you be
kind enough fo enquire if Takorr Ram who keld that situation on the return of the Company
from Arracan, *ever made application to Captain Field to be continued in the appointment

when the Supplementary Company was disbanded. . . +This wasto ques.
o I bave the hgnor to be, » gf%,.?;upr'.;:f“
- IR, ) nished to Lieut.
‘ " Your mt;st obedient Servant, = . . gollt:?el Faithfull
To Major Wallington, : J. HOLMES, Lieut, b bis own order.
In charge of the Leit Wing, 23rd Regiment, N. L. S
. Moradabad.

| A True Copy received from Major Wallington, 28th Octobef, 1827, . .
| : ' ‘G. B. P, FIELD, Captain, -
" ’ .. Commanding Left Wing, 23rd Regiment,
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N°2 B . S L PURE VS ..,v
- e T R Moradabad llth October, 1827. .
\SIR [ ?"j‘: " LR
. ..I'have tmacknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th mstant and in

reply beg lea.ve to. acquaiot you, for the information of Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, Commandmg
the 25th. Regiment, N. L. that the name of the present Pay. Havildar of the second Grenadier
Company. of the Wing under my Charge, is Gunger Blssun, Sepoy, but he is on leave of
‘absence and will not return till the end of the month. RS

The Sepoy now: asting as Pay Havildar is' Sooj Bullee. '

Takoor Sing the. former Pay Hanldar is also on leave of absence and will not retum till
the end of .the month. .

With regard to the mformatwn rcqmred by the Lieut. Colonel, whether Takoor Smg who
beld that situation on the return of the Company from. Arracan, ever made application to
Captain ‘Field to be continued 'in the appointment, when the supplementary Company was
disbanded; in the absence of that individual, the only information I bave been able to obtain
is,.from -Kenoo Sing Naick of .the fifth Company, who was at the time of Thakoor Sing's
return, performing the Duties of Havildar Major to the Wing, and he heard Gunger Bissun
say ‘ that he had taken Thakoor Sing to Captain Field, who informed him that the Company
to which he was attached as Pay Havildar had been disbanded.” -

. I have the honor fo be, -

‘ : SIR,
e R v S Your most obedient Servant i
.. To Lieut.. Holmes,: ~w o (Signed). . - E.P.G. WALLINGTON, Major,

Adjutant, 23rd Regiment; . R o In charge of the Left Wing, 23rd Regiment.
Almorah. . : , ‘ '
- A True Copy. . . :
(ngned) : G. WALLINGTON, Major,
37th Regiment, N. L. -
Remark.—Having on my return to my Command at Moradabad, from the Special Court
of Inquiry, held at Bareilly on the foregoing matter, in the month of October, 1827, acci-
dentally learnt from Major Wallington, that Lieut. Colonel Faithfull had been makmg the
above enquiries during my absence, I immediately discovered that the object of such communi-
. cation was to questlon my veracity regarding the privale Statement I had farnished him with
in the month of July  preceding, agreeably to his own directions, and that it was done
- apparently with a view to-add fresh Charges to thosé he had already given in against me,
for falsehood and mistatements, and in consequence I instantly directed the followmg
mvestlgahon N ) .
Q) - ‘
Statement relatxve to Takoot Pursaud, Pay Havﬂdar of the old Left Grenadier Company,
23rd Regiment, not being'appointed to the supplementary Grenadier Company, 23rd Regiment,
which had becn denominated ‘the Loft Grenadier Company of the Regiment, agreeably to
Regimental’. Orders of the 24th August 1826, taken by order of Captain Ficld, Commanding
Left Wlng, 23rd Reglment. 1
Lo Moradabad 24th October, 1827.
, Questlons hy Captam Field to Takoor Pursaud.
Q Did 'you -ever say to Soobedar Ghussawun Sing, that you wished to be appointed
to Gunga Bissun’s situation? ,
A. No, I never did.
Q. Did you ever say to ‘me that you wished to be appointed to Gunga Blasun s
situation. . ] o
A. No,I never dnd
Q.. 'Did you ever make any written communication to Almora of any kind, complammg
that you had not been appointed Pay Havxldar, to the 2nd Grenadier Compaay? :
A. No, 1 never did.
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Question by Captain Field'to Ghussawun Sing Soobedar. ‘ .

Q. Did Takoor Pursaud, Pay Havildar of the late 20d Grenadier Company ever com--
plain to you that he bad not been appointed to the new Grenadier Company (formerly the
supplementary Grenadier Company?) . . ,

A. No, he never did. M .
Question by Captain Field to Gunga Be%sun. late Pay Havildar, Supplementary Grenadier

‘ o ompany.

Q. Did Takoor Parsaud Havildar ever complain to you that he wished to obtain your

situation. :

A. No, be never did.
By order of Captain Field,

(Signed) JOHN PLATT, Lieut,

’ ] Adjutant, Left Wing, 23rd Begiment, N. 1.

In presence of Soobedar Setul, Parsaud, and Bubeechun Sing Jemedar, and signed by them

in Hindoo characters. S ’ .

Remark.—On my return from the Court Martial in the month of February 1828, asI

passed through Moradabad ; the Sepoys of my Grenadier Company, also Native Officers and

others belonging to the Wing of the Regiment crowded round my tent, and told me that

Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull on his return to Almorah, through Moradabad, had sent for Takoor

Pursaud, abused him, and turned him out of his situation as Pay Havildar, (‘notwithstanding

the fine charucter he had given him in his private letter to me of the 10th July, 1827,) in

consequence of his Evidence being favorable to me at the above Inquiry, and which from
other undeniable proofs I know that Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull did do so.

This circumstance happencd after the Memorial to his Excellency the Commander in

Chief had been forwarded.
G. B. P. FIELD.

R) . .
Explanation of Takoor Pursaund, (alias(Takoor Rams Case.) By Captain Field.

During my temporary absence on Duty to attend the Court .of Inquiry at
Bareilly, from the 3rd to the 17th October last, Lieut.-Colonel Faithfuil addressed a letter to
Major Wallington of the 37th Regiment, N. I. who was sent to Command there until I returned,
for the apparent purpose of inquiring into my conduct, through the medium of Sooraj Bullee,
Sepoy, and others, acting Pay Havildar of the Second Grenadier Company, relative to Havildar
Takoor Pursaud of the old Left Grenadier Company, not being appointed to the sitnation
of Pay Havildar in the Supplementary Grenadier Company, which had been denominated
the left Grenadiers of the Regiment, agreeably to Regimental Orders of the 24th August 1826,
(a copy of which is hereunto annexed,) and which letter of the Lieut.-Colonel’s was accidently
read to me by Major Wallington, on my return to the Command at Moradabad; the purport
of which appeared to me to elicit through the before named channel, ** if Havildar Takoor
Pursaud had ever applied to me to be continued in the situation of Pay Havildar, in the
new Grenadier Company.” Although Lieut. Colonel Fuithfull was assured by e he had
not in a demi-official statement written by me to him agreeably to his own Orders, contained
in a demi-official letter from the Lieut.-Colonel, bearing- date the 10th July last; consequently
1 bumbly conceive the Lieut.-Colonel doubted my word of Honor, and sought to convict me
of an uqtruth through the foregoing medium, and which the above statement, publicly taken by
the Adjutant of the Wing in my presence, will entirely remove even the shadow of a
doubt from the mind of all bigh and impartial authority. .

. It may be proper with a view to prevent any misrepresentation of my conduct regarding
Havildar Takoor Pursaud, Pay writer of thé old Grenadier Company not being appointed to
that situation in the new one, to state that the old Grenadier Company had been disbanded by
Regimental Orders of the 24th August 1826, and the Supplementary Grenadier denominated
the Left Grenadiers of the Regiment, I therefore considered the appointment of Takoor Pursand
apollsbed by Lieut. Colonel Faithfull's orders, and had the Lieut. Colonel at any period pre-
viously, expressed a wish that the said Havildar should have superseded the one of the new

24
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Grenadier Company, (who had been appointed as far as I can ascertain a long time back by
Lieut. Colonel Fagan and Captais Moule) Lieut. Colonel Faithfull's wishés should have been
instantly mét by me, and which I had alrecady communicated to the Lieut. Colonel in my
demi-officlal statement, furnished by his Orders in July last, and did not consider myseif
authorized to abolish any appoiniment in the New Gtenadier Company without the Lieut.
Colonel’s orders, though had Takoor Pursaud, Havildar of the Old Grenadier Company
made & regular and formal Complaint to me of his not being appointed to the situation
of Pay Havildar in the New Grenadier Company, all that I could have done, would have been
to have forwarded it to the Lieut. Colonel for his decision. ‘

I have further to state that the Lieut. Colonel had appeared to me satisfied with the
Statement I had furnished him with, until the Court of Inquiry took place at Bareilly, when
I was called to answer to other matters of Charge preferred against me, when the Lieut.
Colone! had recourse to the above measure, and which I humbly conceive was a very severe
oné, and had never before béen exposed to such a measure, since I have been in the Service,
and do not even now urge it as a complaint against Lieut. Colonel Faithfull, but with a hope
that similar inquiries into my conduct on such trifling of Duty may not bappen again.

o ‘ ' y “  G. B. P, FIELD, Captain,

23rd Regiment, N, F '
Meerut, 8th February, 1828. : '

),
No. 1.

Extract of Lieut. Colonel Faithfull’s demi-official Letter to me, relative to Takoor Pursaud,
dated 10th July, 1827.

My dear Field,

- * I have been sorry to learn that Takoor Pursand who was the writer of the

¢ Old Left Grenadiers, which lately returned from Arracan, has been superseded by the man of

¢ thé Supernumery Grenadier Company, you have of course had good reasons for the appoint-

““ ment of the latter, and I wrile this privately to know, as from my knowledge of the former

 gince 1819, I have ever considered him a steady well behaved man, and when you consider

“ the number of years he has filled' the situation, had he no claim more than going to the

* gastward, that alone should have been sufficient, therefore if there be nothing against his
 character, you will I am sure see the propriety as well as justice, in re-appointing him.

- Yours very sincerely, ;

' W. C. FAITHFULL,

Remark.—It is quite clear and evident that the Lieut. Colonel had (when he wrote the

above letter to me) totally forgot the tenor of his Regimental Order, dated Almorah,

24th August, 1826. - A Copy of which Order is as follows: _ ‘

No. 2. ~
Extract of Regimental Orders, dated Almoyab, 24th August, 1826.

The 1st Grenadier Batallion having been broken up, to which the Left

Grenadiers were attached, the Supplementary will be denominated the Left or 2nd Grenadiers,

from the Jst instant, all in excess to be borne on the Rolls as Supernumeries. :

In my demiofficial letter to the Lieut. Colonel in reply to kis dated the 10th July, 1827,

I stated that the Havildar, Takoor Pursaud, bad never complained to me or told me that he:

wished to be appointed Pay Havildar to the New Grenadier Company formed out of the.

Supplementary one, agreeably to the above Order, and which is the very point questioned by

Lieut. Colonel Faithfull in his letter to Major Wallington through Lieut. Holmes, the Lieut.,
Colonel’s Adjutant, dated 7th October, 1827. . .
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No. 3.

The undermentioned Extract from a Letter received from Lieut. Colonel Faithfall, will I
bambly trust prove that I have always endeavoured to meet his wishes on all occasions,
dated Almorah, the 13th June, 1826. -

My dear Field, . . P P

. “You have anticipated my wishes completely, and, I beg Jyou.gq accept:my;
“ pest thanks for your ready compliance with my wiskes on all occasions, and it will afford, me,

“ much pleasare to have it in my power to do any thing for you.”
o Yours very sincerely,
(Sigoed) W. C. FAITHFULL.

No. 4. ) .
The following Extract from a demi-official letter from Lieut. an‘dAdjnia‘nt _Hoiniés, alsq
proves the good opinion the Lieut. Colonel entertained of me after twenty years acquaintance,

dated in August, 1826.
My dear Field,

1 have mentioned to F* part of your letter with respect.to Cooper. He » Col. Faithfull.

remarked you shewed a great deal of forbearance, &c. and said if you at any time thought

proper to deprive him of his Companies for miscorduct in riot writing for ther, he’d of course

confirm your proceedings, being convinced you would not deal unjustly towards any one.
Yours sincerely,

(Signed) J. HOLMES.

———

™

Extracts of Detachment Orders by Captain Field, shewing the difficulty he had with the, .
Officers under his Command at Moradabad, in getting them to :attend Drill, Exercise,
Parades, &c. &c. )

Detachment Orders. i
= Moradabad, 10th April 1826.
Captain Field cannot pass over unnoticed the tardy attendance of Ensigns

Cooper and Crawford at Drill this morning; and it not being the first time, -he takes this’

opportunity of cantioning them' against such neglect ‘of their Duty, and disobedience of the

Standing Orders of the Regiment.

Detachment Orders. - _

Moradabad, 13th June, 1826.
Captain Field greatly regrets the disagreeable necessity he is nader of again -

calling the attentions of Lieut. Cooper and Ensign Crawford to the 9th Section of the Standing

Orders of the Regiment, their non-attendance at Exercise -this- morning being marked with;

gross neglect of the same, notwithstanding the repeated admonitions they bave had on_this,

subject. Captain Field now hopes this will be the last time he shall be compelled to notice.

v

their disregard to Duty.

Detachment Orders, ™ . ;
o Moradabad, 26th November, 1826.
' Captain Field is scrry to be under the necessity of calling the aftention of,
all the Officers of the Detachment, to the first Article, 3rd Section of the Standing Orders of
the Regiment, and directs the strictesi adherence thereto, and those Companies with whom
European Officers may not occasionally be present, the Adjutant will be careful to observe
that the Native Officers perform the Dutics above ailuded to. : ' '
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Detachment Oiders.

_ Moradabad, 4th February, 1827.

Captain Field is again under the necessity of calling the attention of all the
Oﬂi}.‘ers to the first Article, 3rd Section.of the Standing Orders of the Regiment, and trusts its
neylect on the part of any Officer may not again fall under his observation, after this second
warning. ' . ‘ ‘ o ' '

N

Detachment Orders. .
‘ : Moradabad, 25th May, 1627,

Agreeably to the foregoing Regimental Orders a Committee will assemble

to-morrow morning at Ten o’Clock at the President’s Quarters, for the purpose of investigating

Claims preferred by relatives of men of the Regiment, who were killed or died-on the Burmese
side of the Naaf River. ' ’

President,
CAPTAIN FIELD.

-CAPTAIN DUNLOP, ' LIEUT. & ADJUTANT PLATT,
23rd Regiment. Members. 23rd Regiment.

Remark.—Had this last Order of mine heen obeyed at the first Meeting of the Com-
mittee by Captain Dunlop and Lieut. and Adjutant Platt, I should bave been spared the
humiliating degradation of being brought to Trial by a Court Martial, and being accused of
-ignorance and falsehood, on a subject it is manifest by that Order 1 was thoroughly well
acquainted with; but the foregoing and many other of my Dctachment Orders too numerous
to insert here, I humbly conceive sufficiently demonstrate the distress and difficulty I labored
under whilst in Command at Moradabad. '

)

Copy of aletter dated the 20d of _April, 1815, shewing even at that distant period the opinion
- Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull held of me as an Officer, when he was only a Captain in tempo-
rary Command of the Regiment, and myself a Lieutenant. B

To Lieut. Field, Commanding a Detachment, 1st Battalion, 4th Regiment, N. I.
(Service.) « '

SIR, \ v '

1st. It baving become necessary that a smart Officer should be left with

the Recruits of the Battalion at this place, you are appuinted to that Duty, and the following

instructions are for your guidance in respect to the Drill and management of them, so long as

they shall remain under your Orders. . '
20d. You will receive charge of the Battalion Recruits from the Adjutant, and march

them to the place of Encampment I have selccted, where they are to remain while here.

8rd. The Drill is to be out Morning and Evening, whan you will personally attend and
use every possible exertion in your power to bring forwayd the same, that the views of the
Commanding Officer may not be disappointed. e ‘

‘4th. For the subsistence of the Recruits under your charge, a sum of 300 Rupees
accompanies this, a receipt for which you will forward to me; and in the distribution of
which | have to observe, that a sum not exceceding two Annas is to be daily paid each man,
and a regular account kept of the disbursements made, ) ‘
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5th. You will be particularly careful that no altercation; ‘or disturbance takes place
between the people of the Town and men under your Command, and that to prevent the
same, explain to them that they are not to enfer the Town of Kasheepore without first
obtaining your sanction. ' , : '
6. You will report weekly to me the state of the Drill, and any casualties that may
occur, '
I have the honor to be,

Sir,
. " Your most obedient Servant,
Camp Kasheepore, (Signed) W. C. FAITHFULL, Captain,
2nd April, 1815. ~ Commanding 1st Battalion, 4th Regiment, N. L.

V)
Commander in Chief’s Office, Head Quarters, Camp Kurnaul, February, 1828.

SIR, :
Haviog submitted to the Commander in Chief your letter of the 7th instant
and Memorial; I am directed to inform you that your case having been fully investigated by
the Court Martial, no further documents can be requisite ; nor can His Excellency discover
that improper motives can be implied against the Witnesses who appeared on your Trial to
give evidence. .

His Excellency has permitted me to inform you, that in consideration of your length of
Service and the application of the Court in your faver, he will .recommend to Government
that you may be placed on the Pension Establishment, the nature of the. Crime, of which
you bave been found guilty, not permitting his Excellency to mitigate the Sentence of Dis-
chargeé from the Service, which has been passed. CoL ‘

I have the honor to be,

SiR,
Your most obedient and humble Servant,
(Signed) J. FINCH,
Military Secretary.

On the receipt of the above calamitous communication -announcing the ‘fatal decision of
His Excellency the Commander in Chief, and the total destruction of myself and family.
With a view to induce his Lordship to change his decree of placing me on the Pension
Establishment, for that of the Invalids, which would have secured to me the benefits of the
Military Widow's Fund, also that of the Orphan Fund for my children in case of nry death,
before 1 could get to England and lay my case before the Honorable Court of Directors, and
which the above circumstance had deprived me of, By the advice of a Military Friend, I
wrote the following letter : .

w ) ‘ :
Slﬁ -+ Bareilly, 20th February, 1828.
] R . RN
I have the honor to acknowledge the ‘receipt of your letter from Kirnaul,
acquainting me with the unfortunate result of the Court Martial held at Meerut for my Trial ;
while I feel grateful for His Excellency’s kind consideration in recommending to Government
that the small provision allowed from the Pension Establishment should  be made for me, I
venture to hope it will not be deemed presumptuouns my soliciting the further éxtension of his
humane consideration, for my transfer to the Invalid Establishment, as was doné in the case of
Captain Jeremie ; .and which I trast his Lordship will kindly afford me in consideration of my
having nearly served the specificd time to entitle me to the Pension of my rank,:which will
enable me to return to my native land at the expiration of that period; also, as from a consi-
' ' 238 '
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deration of my being a'married man with a family of ‘young children, -who are with myself by

this unfortunate calamity -reduced from a state of comparative affluence,. with the prospects

of the Service before me, to one of poverty-and total rmin. In addition to other favorable

testimonials produced by me to the Court Martial, I beg to add the Copy of one just received

from Major General SirJasper Nicholls, K.C,B. -~ = .. o - ..,
\ ' - Thave the honor to be,

R X T SIR! . *
RO ’ Your most obedient Servant,
Ty e 'X(Signgd) G. B. FIELD, Captain,

RYERRCLE AR A A LR 23'4Regim9nt3N-Lr
"Ta Colonel the Honorable J. Finch, C, B. Military Secretary T L.
.to His Excellency the Commander in Chief, ’
Head Quarters. e

Remark.—On the 6th of March I addressed the following letter to the Adjutant General
with a view of obtaining His Excellency’s permission to proceed to Calcutta, to be furnished
with copies of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, and proceeding to Europe as early as
%ossible, and laying the whole of my unfortunate case before the Honorable the Court of

irectors. - . . Ly : T

.

PR L O AR JNCHIN L PRS2
N Gl e G e bt e e sy el
Sy : LT n e
“ '(X) T R : ». s
, Bareilly, 6th March, 1828. -
: L S -

o -'Allow me to solicit the favor of your obtaining His Excellency the Right
Honorable the Commander in Chief’s permission for my being permitted to take Copies of the
Proceedings of the Court. of Inquiry, and also of the Court Martial, ‘assembled for my Trial
at Meerut, I have also to solicit that I may be permitted to proceed to Calcutta.

' R R - T have the honor to be,

SIR,

SIR, '
Your most obedient Servant, .
(Signed) G. B. FIELD, Capatin,
. R , 23rd Regiment.
- .To Lieut. Colonel Fagan, C.B. A .
:Adjutant General of the Army, =~
Head Quarters.

Remark.—No reply having been received to my letter of the 20th February, to the
address of the Military Secretary, Lieut. Colonel Finch, C. B. - I again -addressed him as
follows; - v P o :
SIR ' (V) Bareilly, 21st March, 1828.

td . .

_ I did myself the honor to address the Adjutant General on the 6th instant,

to solicit His Excellency the Commander in Chief’s permission to proceed to Calcutta, and to
be allowed to have Copies of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, but have not as yet
been favored with an answery: and ;which. indulgence I hope may be granted me; as inthe
event of his Excellency’s resolution being fixed regarding me, as communicated in your letter
. dated from Kurnaul:- I still bumnbly hope as a last resource, that by proceeding to Europe and
laying my tinfortunate case. before the Honorable the Court of Directors for their humane
consideration, -1 may yet benefit myself, as: the whole of the -calamity that has befallen. me
seems entirely to hinge on the Witnesses .saying there was - no discussion,”: although their
own replies together with other circumstances relative to the Orderly Books, &c. even shew
that there must bave been some difference- of opinion, which together with the contradictory
Evidence given by them at the Court Martial, and different answers given to similar questions
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at the Court of Inquiry, I had hoped would bave exonerated me from the Charge of which I
bave been found guilty, and of which my conscience entirely acquits me. o

Should however my unhappy doom be fixed, I trust his Lordship will extend his huniane
consideration to placing me on the Invalids, as solicited in my letter to you of the 20th ultimo,
in reply to yours above named, which would prevent my family from being deprived of the
benefits of the Military Fund in case of my death, which Fund I have subscribed to for the
last twenty years past; bat even under that circumstance, it would still be my wish to proceed
to England for the above named purpose. ] . ‘

Still however I cling to the hope that from the length of time that has elapsed sirce my
Trial took place, that bis Lordship will yet indulge me with a further consideration of the
hardship of my case, and great length of my Services, which is even beyond that'of many
Field Officers in the Company’s Service; during the whole of which period my conduct and cha-
racter as an Officer and a Gentleman has never been once questioned. I also begleave to say, -
that it appears rather bard to me that my private letters should have been made matter of such
severe public charge against me, and that I was not permitted at my Trial to produce those
of the Prosecutor's and his Witnesses to rebut such charge, some of which private letters were
annexed to my first Defence, and which I did myself the honor to forward to the Adjutant
General for his Lordship’s perusal on the 24th January last. It also appears to me unasual
that ] should bave been restricted (as was the case) by the Judge Advocatd, from questioning
the Prosecutor at my Trial, on the plea of his not being a' Witness for the Prosecution; but #
this is a point I do not feel competent to make any remarks on. co

I trust his Lordship will not deem it improper my proceeding to Futteh Ghur on the 24th
instant from this Station, in anticipation of the leave already solicited by me preparatory to
my embarking on Boats for the Presidency, as the season is now becoming very oppressive ;
and am fearful of endangering the bealth of my family in the event of my being compelled to
proceed to Calcutta owing to the ahove misfortune.

' I have the honor to be,

To the Honorable Col. J. Finch, C. B. . SIR, :
Military Secretary to his Excellency Your most obedient humble Servant,
the Right Honorable e (Signed) G. B. P. FIELD, Captain,
the Commander in Chief, e 23rd Regiment.

Head Quarters.

Remark.—Ou the 30th of March, I forwarded to the Honorable Colonel Finch; C. B.
Military Sccretary, a ‘Copy of Lieut.-Colonel Commandant Nation, C.B. Certificate to be
laid before his Excellency the Right Honorable the Commander in Chief, with the following
letter. ' : .

g o L . Futteh Ghur, 80th -March, 1828’

SIR, S ; .

- I do myself the honor to enclose ‘you_the Copy of a Certificate just received
from my late Commanding Officer, Liéut.-Colonel. Commandant Nation, C: B. and 'shall feel
greatly obliged if you will be so kind as to: lay the.same before His Excellency ‘the Right
Honorable the Commander in Chief, and humbly hope it may (together with those alréady
forwarded) prove that I have not .mierited the. terms used in the latter part of the Charge
preferred against me at my late Trial. ... foo R S

i{ L : I have the honor-to be,
To the Honorable Col. J. Finch, C. B. :

: . .SIR, - ot -
Military Secretary to His Excellency ©~ ° . .- Your most (’)bedient humble Servant,-
tae Right Honorablethe - - (Signed) G. B. P. FIELD, Captain,

‘Tommander in Chief. . 23rd Regiment.
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‘Having proceeded to Futteb Ghur in anticipation of leave solicited, and not bhaving
received any reply to my letters to the Adjutant General, dated 6th March, I had indulged a

- hope that from the length of time that had elapsed, His Excellency the Commander in - Chief

would still humanely take my unfortunate case into consideration; but being entirely in
suspense I wrote the following letter to the Adjutant General of ‘the Army.

. Futteh Ghur, 9th April, 1828..
SIR, . .. '

o .. 1did myself the honor to forward to you a letter on the 6th March last, to
solicit His Excellency the Right Honorable the Commander in Chief, to grant me permission
to proceed to Calcutta, and be allowed to take Copies of the Proceedings of my late Trial,
also of the Court of Inquiry, on the grounds of which the Trial was ordered, but have not as
yet been favored with any reply from you. I therefore again solicit the favor of such indul-
gence, . as in the event of His Excellency’s resolution being fixed to remove me from the active
branch of the Service, pursuant to the Sentence of the Court Martial, as communicated in a
letter received from the Honorable Colonel Finch, dated fromm Kurnaul in February last., It
is my anxious wish to proceed to Europe as soon as possible and bring the hardships of my
case to the notice and humane consideration of the Honorable the Court of Directors, as I
humbly conceive there is not a record in the Army shewing where such severe measures has
been adopted towards an Officer, who has proved himself zealous and attentive to his duty
on all occasions, as I have done by the production of Certificates from celebrated Generals
and distinguished Commanders, and whose character as an Officer and a Gentleman for
twenty-four years past has never been- the least tarnished, and who on the present occasion
has been borne down by a torrent of enmity, and interest, and hope of profit on the part of
three junior Officers; in the course of which, these witnesses in their haste to convict me,
have actually so deeply - committed themselves as to give contradictory statements on Qath
at the Court Martial as well as different anwers at .that Trial, to similar questions pat to
them at the Court of Inquiry. This circumstance alone, I most respectfully and humbly
conceive ought to have exonerated me from the highly exaggerated charges preferred against
me by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull ; and had I been permitted to produce at the Court Martial,
certain private documents containing the Extracts of private letters from the parties concerned,
some of which I annexed to my first defence, and did myself the honor to forward to you on -
the 24th January last ; in which Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull had acknowledged my lenity and
forbearance to the Officers under me whilst in Command at Moradabad: these Extracts alone
T humbly conceive, would have comnpletely rebutted the severe and inferential part of the
Charge he preferred against me for falsehood, dishonour and malice ; terms which are certainly
not warranted by any letter of mine on the subject of the Pension Roll Committep; and with
regard to my attempting to escape a slight reprimand as stated by the Prosecutof in the said
charge, no such thought ever entered my head, -and which I conceive is. manifest by the very
letiers produced at the Court Martial against me. '

The main object of the witnesses appears to have been to establish an idea that I was
totally ignorant«of the meaning of the General Order regarding the Pension Claimants, when
the Committee assembled ; and yet my Detachment Order forming that Committee only a
day before it met, ds a most correct interpretation of the General Order; and it exbibits the
exact point disputed by Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt, namely, that only those who died
on the Burmese side of the Naaf River should be admitted, and completely rebutts their
assertions on that head. My opinion of course is fully delivered in that Order, and had these
Gentlemen at the time not thought that the General Order had -two snterpretations (as sworn
by Lieut. Smitk ) at the first meeting of the Committee, they would certainly have coaformed
to it. Captain Dunlop and Lieut. Platt pretend it was overlooked at that first meeting, and
have been guilty of great evasion on this point, both at the Court of Inquiry and Court
Martial, to prove that they did not refer to these Orders; particularly Captain Dunlop, who
has sworn before the Court Martial that he did not read my Orders, and has stated at the
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Court of Inquiry that be did do s0; and Lieut. Platt has proved that the said Detachment
Order was referréd to by all three of us at the first meeting of the Committee ; hence it is
quite clear that the General Order was not overlooked. o .
At the 3rd Meeting of the Committee, Captain Dunlop again disputed the meaning of it
with Lieut. Smith and myself; thoogh Lieut. Smith has endeavoured to prove my ignorance
of my own Order in his replies, both at the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, and refuses -
to acknowledge some of Captain Dunlop’s expressions uttered at that Meeting; yet the great
interest of Lient. Smith in endcavouring to convict me is manifest by a private letter he wroteto
Lieut. Holmes, which was publicly produced against me at the Court of Inquiry by Lieut.
Colonel Faithfull, and which letter of Lieut. Smith commented very severely on my conduct,
and was in reply to one received from Lieut. and Adjutant Holmes, enclosing mine of the
16th Joly last, pamed in the Charge, which he (Lieut. Smith) desires him fo preserve with
care, as it may be wanted hereafter. Such communications from Junior Officers to each other
I humbly counceive fully demonstrate their motives even were there no other circumstance in
the present case, such as eomity, &c. to excite suspicion, and I respectfully appeal to your
high Military experience and knowledge of the Bengal Army, if such severe language founded
on 80 frivolous, so trifling, and peurile an object as used and set forth by the Prosecutor in
the Charge against me is not calculated to excite a lively interest throughout the Officers of
the Regiment, to ruin me for the sake of benefitting themselves, particularly in an Army like -
ours where promotion is so slow. These said witnesses have contradicted eack other
both at the Court of Inquiry, and Court Martial, and it may not be improper to remark here
that His Excellency the Commander in Chief was pleased to dismiss fwo Native Commissioned
Officers from the Service on the 29th August last, for giving different Evidence at a Court
Martial, to what they did at the Court of Inquiry. I should be very sorry that such a
catastrophe should happen to the three Witnesses berein alluded to, who gave evidence at my
Trial; nevcrtheless, as it is a case exactly in point, it ought I humbly conceive to acquit me
of the Charge of which I have been found Guilty on such frail Evidence.

I am totally at a loss to conceive how the Court could possibly have found me Guilty
of the Charge produced against me, unless it was from their not being acquainted with the
Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, and which I should conceive, (under all the circum-
stances and privacy of the case,) should have been produced to the Court by the Judge
Advocate as evidence in my favor, particularly when it was so strongly alluded to by me in-
my Defence. Nevertheless I still hope this fact of contradiction or discrepancy on the part of
the Witnesses will attract the notice and indulgent consideration of His Excellency the
Commander in Chief,

I also beg leave to mention to you that at the time I was ordered to attend the Court

Martial at Meerut, I was on sick leave at Bareilly, and being a perfect stranger at the former
place, I had no one to assist me in my defence ; nevertheless I made out one that I thought
was fully calcnlated to rebut the charge, but the Court were pleased to consider it irrevalent,
and the Judge Advocate struck out all the leading points of that defence, together with the
documents annexed to it, and wrote the whole of the prefatory part of my second defence
“himself, which he read to the Court; and although I submitted to this alteration, (which I -
now cannot but. think was detrimental to my exculpation) it was with a view to meet the
wishes of the Court, and with a hope that they wounld acquit me, that I was induced to
consent to such alteration, and not from any other reason. . .

I have further to observe, that it is remarkable Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull should have
selected out my public letter 25th July last, named in the Charge, the only circumstance in it,
that he well knew I was deprived of the benefit of any Evidence, and that he should disregard
the other matter named in the said letter, which I could easily bave proved, as well as bringing
Jorward Witnesses to support his Charges against me, that he well knew, (and which is proved
from the documents in my possession) were my most defermined and bitter enemies. ‘

Although it is not difficult to comprehend the motives and object of the Witnesses that
appeared against me at my Trial, from the Evidence they have given against me, but the

2¢
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prebable motives of Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull in making out such bighly coloured and
exaggerated Charges against me, on such irifling malter, I forbear at present to mention, though
sugz probable motives bave been pointed out to me by somie of my Military Friends of known
judgment and experience, from the private documents in my possession in his own hand writing ;
and i{ is remarkable that up to the period of Captain Dunlop’s forwarding {rivolous complaints -
against me, the Lieut. Colonel professed a sincere friendship for me, and even praised me for
my lenity and forbearance towards the Officers under my Command. How therefore can he
reconcile the charges he has given against me with such acknowledgments. He first directed
me to place Captain Dunlop in arrest and forward charges ‘against him, which the late
Brigadier Vanrenan refused to forward, and directed him to release Captain Dunlop from
arrest. The Lieut.-Colonel then wrote me a private letter (which original private letter a
¢opy of whicn I anpexed to my first Defence,) .and which I did myself the honor to forward to
u, for the perusal of his Excellency the Commander in Chief, in which he stated that the
whole of tho business between Captain Dunlop and myself was settled: it was therefore most
. difficult to understand the object or advantage to the Service, of his again agitating the business
afresh, and even Major General Sir Thomas Reynell, K. C. B. declared that he ought never
to have allowed the circumstance to have gone beyond the Regiment. _

I also beg leave to observe, that 1 cannot think it altogether legal in Lieut.-Colonel
Faithfull’s depriving me of my Oath as Commanding Officer at Moradabad, regarding
the statements I so accidently advanced relative to the Committce. I am ready to swear
to the truth of those statements, whenever it may be recessary to do so} and I find
there are two cases exactly in point, where Junior Officers had behaved ijll to their Com-
manding Officers, one in Carroll's Code of Military Regulations relative to the Trial of
Lieut. Thackery, of H. M. Sloop, Thorn. The privacy of the case precluded all other positive
euidence but that of the Commanding Officer, and which was accordingly admitted, and Lieut.
Thackeiy was dismissed the Service. Another case occurred in the Army, in my own
Regiment, Lieuts. Jover and Crane accused the late Lieut.-Colonel, Alexander Campbell, of
JSoul play in a gambling transaction ; tho two Lieutenants above named, were placed in arrest
by Lieut.-Colonel Campbell. Tho Lieut.-Colonel was the only evidence against them owing
to the privacy of the case, but bis testimony and known character was consideredsufficient, and
the two Lieutenants were dismissed the Service. Now I beg leave to remark that my conduct

" and charactér has never been tarnished in the slightest degree since I have been in the Service,
which is now twenty-four years ; it is therefore hard I should be deprived of my Oath under
similar circumstances, and it must be borne in mind that the two witnesses Captain Dunlop
and Lieut. Platt could pot at any stage of the business, not even on Oalh before the Court
Martial, acknowledge that there was any opinion delivered by me or discussion ever took
place, without deeply criminating themselves; by shewing that opposition towards their
Commanding Officer, inferred by me in my public letter of the 25th of July last, named in the
Charge, and which the law even protects them from doing, notwithstanding their Oath to
disclose the whole truth; consequently the very point of truth that would have exonerated me
from the Charges, | was totally precluded from eliciting, as it was not to be expected that
the Witnesses would ever acknowledge it, or criminate themselves. ' '

In conclusion, I have to' sclicit that you will kindly do me the favor of bringing the
circumstances set forth in this letter to the humane notice of His Excellency the Commander
in Chief, in any way your superior judgment and considération of the hardships of my case
may deem expedient, as it is now guing on ¢hree monthks since the Trial was closed, and the
. sentence of tha Court Martial not as yet published, 1 am therelore at a loss to know if it is
the Commander in Chicef's intention to carry that Sentence into effect, or whether I am to
consider a communication made to me by the Honorable Colonel Finch in February last, as
the final result of 1lis Excellency’s deliberation on the Proceedings and Sentence of the Court
Martial, and that I am thereby to consider myself at liberty to proceed to Calcutta, and apply
for leave to embark for Europe, to which I bumbly solicit yout reply, as the truly painful and
embartassed state of my mind as to my future fate and the total destruction of myself and
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family is indiscribable, though I still cling to the hope that his Excellency the Commander in
Chief will take the whole of my unhappy case into his humane consideration, and impartially
weigh the merita of it, in his high judgment and opinion. :
I bave the honor to be,
' BiR, -
. Y our most obedient humble Servant, -
To Lieut.-Col. Commandant Fagan, C. B. (Signed) -G+ B. FIELD;  Captain;
Adjutant General of the Army, Head < -23rd Regiment, N. I.
Quarters of His Excellency the o o
Commander in Chief, Camp. - e
Remark.—On the 10th of April I received the two following letters, which conveyed to
me the final decision of His Excellency the Commander in Chief, relative to the sentence of

the Court Martial. :

(bb)

- Adjutant General’s Office, Head Quarters, Camp Baar,
- : 5th April, 1828, Vo

SIR, -
In reply to your Letter of the Sth ultimo, I am directed by his Excellency:
the Commander in Chief to inform you, that His Lordship has no objection to your proceeding
to the Presidency. a » . -
His Excellency has recommended to Government that you should be admitted to the
Pension Establishment. ' )
With regard to the Proceedings of the Conrt of Inquiry and Court Martial, of which you
solicit your Copies, your application should be addressed to the Judge Advocate General.
I have the honor to be,

SIr,
. Your obedient Servant,
To Mr. Field, ) ’ C. FAGAN,
Late Captain, 23rd Regiment, N. 1. Adjutant General of the Army.
| P ' R
Commander in Chief’s Office, Head Quarters, Camp Baar,
5th April, 1828, .

SIR, :
.. In’reply to your Letter of the 11th ult., I am directed to acquaint you, that
your application for a Copy of the Proceedings of the General Court Martial by which you
were tried should be made to the Judge Advocate General, and that any indulgence which you
may require for leave to remain in the Country, or to proceed to England, should be made
through the Adjutant General. L L
. I'am further directed to acquaint you that His Excellency cannot consider himself Justified
in recommending any greater indulgence, than that you should be placed on the Pension List,
:)n:’ which has been granted by Government, and’ will consequeatly immediately appear in,
ers. ' ‘ ’

I have the honor to be,
Sir, . -
. Your most obedient humble Servant,
To Captain Field, : ’ N " P. FINCH,
23rd Regiment, N. 1. Military Secretary.

Remark.—I did not reply to Lieut.-Colonel Finch’s letter, but sent the following answer
to Licut. Calonel Fagas, Adjutant General of the Army, C _ :
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(dd) .
' Fatteh Ghur, 14th April, 1828.
SIR, , S .
' I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant,
communicating to me. the final decision of His Excellency the Commander in Chlef on my
late Trial, and bis permission for me to proceed to the Presidency.

And in consequence 1 shall feel obliged by your making known to Ilis Excellency the
Commander in Chief my solicitation for leave to proceed to Europe, for the purpose of
submitting the hardship of my case to the Honorable the Court of Directers for their humane
consideration.

* T have also, 'to” solicit the favor of you to return me my first Defence, together with the
documents annexed to it, (some of which were original ones) and which I had the honor to.
forward to you on the 24th J anuary last. :

I have the honor to be,

Sir
o o : Your most obédient humble Servant,
To Lieut. Colonel Commandant Fagan, (Signed) G. B. FIELD, late Captain,
Adjutant General of the Army, Head 23rd Regiment, N. I,

Quarters of His Excellency the
‘Commander in Chief, Camp.
P.S. Do me the favor to address any commumcatxon to me in future, to the care of
Messrs. M'Intosh and Co. Calcutta.
Remark.—Pursuant to the foregoing letters I embarked on board my boat at Futteh Ghur,
for the Presidency, on the 19th April, 1828

(ee)

Ad_)ntant General’s Office, Head Qua.rters, Simla,

‘ 28th April, 1828,
" SIR, . ‘
Having submitted to the Commander in Chief your letter of the 14th instant,
soliciting that your first Defence with the documents annexed to it might be returned to you,
I have the honor, by directions of His Excellency, to transmit to you the several papers
received with your letter of the 24th of last January, and to convey to you His Lordship’s
ifmcltms to your applying to the proper Authorities in Calcutta, for permission to return to

nglan
I have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your obedient Servant,

(Signed) C. FAGAN
. AdJutant General of the Army.
To Mr. Field, late Captain,

23rd Reglment N. L

Remark.—Having reached the Presidency on the 13th June, 1828, I received the abovo
letter from the Adjutant General returning my first Defence, and pursuant to his letter of the

5th- April, 1828, I addressed the following letter to Lieut. Colonel Bryant Judge Advocate
General of the Army

. (0 .

- Calcutta, 13th Juue, 18285,

., SIR,
I have the honor to acquaint you that I have received a Jetter from Lieut.-

_Colonel Fagan, containing instructions from His Excelleney the Commander in Chief for me to
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apply -to you: for.Copies of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, before which'I-was triéd

in Jaouary last, and as I am anxious to proceed to Europe; as soon ai I can procure a passage,
I earnestly entreat the favor of 'you to inform me,’ when it ‘will be convenient for me to attend

at your Office, for the purpose of copying the above papers.- " - - - T e
y p' s PyRs s I have thephonor to be,
SIR,
. Your most obedient Servant, = .
P (N . . © " G.B. FIELD, .
To Lieuat.-Colonel Bryant, B L ,Late,__(}aptai!g.

Judge Advocate General, P’residency. 23rd Regiment, NI

P.S. Please to address to the care of Messrs. M‘Intosh and Co. Agents, Calcutta.

] SO

SIR Judge Advocate General’s Office, June 13th;1828." -
td , N .

A Copy of the Proceedings on you Trial shall be prepared for you immediately,
but I have no Court of Inquiry, nor do I think any Officer will deliver a Copy-of that document
to you without the Orders of the Commander in Chief; probably it may be with the Deputy
Judge Advocate who conducted your Trial, to whom you can apply, and to the Adjutant General
to direct its delivery. ' : o 4

I am,
SiE,
. o Your obedient Servant, -

e : < (Bigned) J. BRYANT, ‘
.To Mr. G. B. FIELD, - ' v Judge Advocate General.

Late Captain, 23rd Regiment, N. 1.

Remark.—] was greatly disappointed on my receiving the foregoing reply from the Judge
Advocate General, as I fully depended on obtaining Copies of the Court Martial and Court
of Inquiry, having come down the country aboug 1200 miles, and the Camp of His Excellency
the Commander in Chief being. fixed at Simla, a still greater journey from . Calcuita, and, the
great probability of my being detained several months in. Calcutta, and my pecuniary resources
exhausted, in s0 expensive, a .city, for want of the Copy of the Court of Inqguiry ; and as
might probably again be referred to different Offices without success, I came to the defermination

of addressing the following letter to His Excellency the Commander in Chief.

(hb) - Lo
. T ‘Calcutta, 16th June, 1828.
My Lord, L _ .
The unprecedented affliction I labour under will I trust plead my excuse for
addressing your Lordship direct., I had applied to the Adjutant General for your Lordship’s
permission to be allowed to obtain a Copy of the Proceedings of my late Trial, also of the
Court of Inquiry connected with it, and was informed by him that my application should be
addressed to the Judge Advocate General, on my reaching the Presidency ; I accordingly
applied to him for these documents, the former he has consented to let me have, but the latter
he states:is not in his possession, and which reguires your Lordship's special permission to be
granted me, and refers me back to the Adjutant General. Copies of which letters I have the
honor to annex.  Undor these: circumstances I venture to hope that your Lordship’s love of
justice -and humanity - will order a: Copy of the said Court of Inquiry 'with its documents
annexed, to bé delivered ta'me'to the care of my agents, Messrs. M‘Intosh and Co. Calcutta,
from whatever Office it may be lodgéd in; ang thus afford an unhappy and suffering individual
: p .
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an opportunity of obtaining redress, who together -with his unfortunate family has suddenly
beenreduced to want and misery, and deprived of every thing—but life, from the hard Sentence
passed on him at his late Trial, and which was effected through the means of False Witnesses
after an honorable and faithful Service of upwards of twenty-four years.

I have the honor to be,

. My Lord,"
: - With the greatest respect,
To His Excellency the Right Honorable - Your Lordship’s most obedient
Lord Combermere, &c. Commander in and very humble Servant, ‘
Chief of all H. M. and the Honorable G. B. FIELD, late Captain,
Company’s Forces in India, ' 23rd Regiment,

Head Quarters, Simla.

On my reaching Calcutta in the month of June, 1828, I discovered that the following
Order had bg,en issued, pursuant to Lieut.-Colonel Finch’s (C. B.) letter, dated in February,
1828, annexed. .

b
General Orders by the Honorable the Governor General in Council.
Fort William, 25th April, 1828,

Mr. G. B. P. Field, late a Captain in the 23rd Regiment, N. I. is admitted
to the Pension Establishment, from the date on which he was struck off the strength of the
Army, on the stipend granted to a Captain of Infantry.

(A True Extract.) :
(Signed) THOMAS BARRON, Major,
Assistant Adjutant General of the Army.
G
' Calcutta, 4th August, 1828,
SIR,

I do myself the honor to forward "to you the accompanying Memorial
and Copies of documents annexed it, paged from 1 to' 129, addressed to the Honorable the
Court of Directors, and which allow me to solicit the favor of you to lay before his Excellency
the Right Honorable the Governor General in Council, accompanied with my humble and
earnest solicitation that it may be forwarded to its destination by the first favorable oppor-
tunity ; unless His Lordship in Council would most graciously condescend to take the extreme
hardship of my case'into his humane and mergiful consideration, and extricate me from the
calamitous circumstances that at present almost overwhelm me. Such an act of charity and
justice, I should ever consider myself bound to acknowledge with thanks and gratitude to the
end of life. . . :

I have the honor to be,

. ) SI1R, .
To Lieut.-Coloncl Commandant Your most :)bedient humble Servant,
Casement, C. B, Military Secretary to G. B. P. FIELD, late Captain,
3 Government, » 23rd Regiment, Bengal, N. 1.

Presidency of Fort William.
P.S. I have the honor to state that my address is Messrs. M-Intosh and Co. Calcutta.

. As the Ship on which I bhad taken my passage was about to leave the harbour I felt
anxious to know if my Memorial had been approved of by Government, and if it was to be
forwarded to the Honorable the Court of Directors, agreeably to my request of the 4th instant,
and in consequence addressed the following to the Military Secretary. L :
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(kk)
Calcutta, 12th August 1828,

SIR, v :

As it is my wish to embark immediately for England, permit me to solicit
the favor of you to inform me if the Memorial and documents annexed thereto, which I did
myself the honor to forward to you on the. 4th instant, to the address of the Honorable the
Court of Directors for the purpose of being laid before His Excellency the Right Honorable
the Governor General in Council, is to be transmitted to England, agreeably to my humble
request; or if any consideration of the circumstances therein set forth, can be afforded me in
this country. I shall feel most particularly obliged by your reply.

I have the honor to be,

Sir
To Lieat.-Colonel Commandant Your most obe’dient humble Servants,
Casement, C. B. Military Secretary to G. B. P, FIELD, late Captain,
- Government. 23rd Regiment, N. 1.

To the foregoing commaunication I received the following reply.

an
To G. B. P. Field, Esq. late Captain, 23rd Regiment, N. L

Military Department.
SIR, . _ ‘
In reply to your Jetter of this date, I am directed to acquaint you that the
papers therein referred to are before Government, but as they are very voluminous, some time
will necessarily be required for. their attentive perusal atlxd conssideration.
: am, Sir,
Your most obedient humble Servant,
, (Signed) WILLIAM CASEMENT, Lieut.-Colonel,
Council Chamber, : Sec. to Government, Military Department.
12th August, 1828, . o

(m m)

On the 16th August, 1828, I received the following from the Military Seeretary.
- To G. B, P. Field, Esq. of the Pension Establishment. N

Military Department.
SIR, :
I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 4th instant,
and to inform you that the Memorial and other documents which accompanied it, will be
forwarded by an early opportunity to the Honorable the Court of Directors.

. I am, Sir, .
' . +  Your most obedient humble Servant, N
Council Chamber, (Signed) © WILLIAM CASEMENT, Lieut.-Colonel,
16th August, 1828, - Sec. to Government, Military Department.

Additional Correspondence received since the original Memorial was forwarded.

L In consequence of my having addressed his Excellency the Commander in
Chief, on the 16th of August, 1828, to solicit permission for my being furnished with a-Copy
of the Court of Inquiry connected with my late Trial, I received the following letter from
Lieut. Birch. Officiating Judge Advocate General at Meerut, accompanied with an incomplete
Copy of the said dogument. R

'
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(amn)
, Deputy Judge Advocate General’s Office, Meerut Division,
~July 29th, 1828.

[T

IR, . -,
$ R . Agreeably to the requlsmon of the, AdJutant General of the Army received
hy me a fpw days ago, I have. the ‘honor to forward .the enclosed . Certified Copy og' the
Proceedlpgs of a Court of Inqulry, held in this Division in October, . 1827.
O | have to request you will ta.vor me with an acknowledgment of its havnng reached you at
xour early convenience. ; , - S
: i | have the honor to be, ;

N SIR,
T 1 Your most obedient humble Servant,
-To Mr, . B [‘leld, z v R.J. H:BIRCH, Llent.
Care's of Messrs.: Mackmtosh and Co. Officiating Deputy Judge Advocate General,
E Ca’lcutta o Meerut Division.

Finding that'the Copy of the Court of Inqmi forwarded to me by Lieut. Birch, was
incomplete, and requlred a certdin document (which I considered a principal one, and of the
utmost importance to me,) 1 addressed the following letter to Licut. Birch, and at the same
time forwarded immediately, a Copy of it to His Excellency the Commander in Chief, as I
had to embark on the private Ship, Alacrity, on the following morning, and could not possxbly
wait the result of ariy correspondence with Lieut. Blrch rewardmg the document that had been
omitted to be sent me.
© T eo) , '
e (Copy ) . Calcutta, 14th August, 1828
~ SIR, L L
' I have the bonor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 99th ult,,
accompamed with a Copy of the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, connected with those
of my late T'rial, but I regret to obscrve to you, that the documents annexed to it are deficient,

‘T'his should be B0d Fequires the: Fxtract of Lieut. Smith’s letter of the *16th July, 1827, to render them
26th July instead complete. and. whxch Extract you will remark is strongly alluded to in my reply on theé face of

of the 16th,

the ‘above named Proceedings, you will also observe on reference to that reply, that the said
Extract was publicly sent to the Court of Inquiry by Lieut.-Colonel Faithfull, to convict me
at that investigation, and regularly entered on the Proceedings. Tt contained the following
expressions of Lieut. Smith’s, ¢ I retarn you Field’s letter of the 16th J uly (1827,) which we
* hope you will keep with care as it may be wanted hereafter.”” Although I have got a Copy of
the said Extract of Lieut. Smith’s Letter, yet I consider than an attested Copy of it would be
of the greatest service tome, and I trust I need not point out to you, ‘that the evident object
of His Excellency the Commander in Chiéf in directing you to furnish me with a Copy of the
Proceedings of the. Court of Inquiry, would be completely defeated, were any portion of it
detnined from me, I therefore hope it will be forthcoming, as I make no doubt it has occurred
through mistake, and as I shall leave this for England, long before this letter can possibly reach
you ; if therefore you will be so good.as to forward the said Extract of Lieut. Smith’s Letter
to my address to the care of Messrs M‘Intosh and Company, Calcutta, it w1ll be carefully sent
after me. . .

T & have this day stated the cxrcumstance, in aletter to His Excellency tho Rwht Honourable
the Commander in Chlef .

I have the bonor to be, =~

N : S Sir, ..
To Lleut. Bn'ch : . Your most obedicnt Servant, - .....!
OEctatmg Depnty Judge Advocate Genetal : G. B. FIELD, late Captam,
: Teerut Division. 23rd Reglment N.L.

The fol]owmv letter conveying a Copy of the foregoing one to Lieut. Birch, I did myself
the honor to forward to His Excellency the Commander in Chxef on the same day.
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y ‘ .
(833,) Calcutta, 14th August, 1828,

My Lord ‘ L.
7 "I cannot sufficiently express my humble and unfeigned thanks for yoar
Lordship’s most gracions compliance with my wishes, in directing a Copy of the Court of
Inquiry Proceedings to be sent me, which I have just received, and which I shall ever bear in
grateful remembrance of your Lordship’s kindness, yet at the same time I regret being under
the necessity of annexing the Copy of a letter I have been compelled to address Lieut, Birch,
officiating Deputy Judge Advocate General of the Meerut Division, on the subject of a
deficiency of the documents attached to the above named Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry,
“and again troubling and soliciting your Lordship’s kind aid on this subject, and trust that your
Lordship’s indulgent consideration of the severe losses I have suffered, and the distressed and
calamitous situation to which T am now reduced, from the Sentence of the Court Martial,
will pardon the trouble I am so reluctantly giving your Lordship, and which had your Lord-
ship’s Orders been acted up to, would have been satisfactorily accomplished without it.
I bave the honor to remain,

) My Lord,
' o ‘With the greatest respect,
To His Excellency the Right Honorable Your Lordship’s most obedient and
Lord Combermere, &c. Commander in much obliged humble Servant, ‘
Chief of His Majesty’s and the Honor- G. B. P. FIELD, late Captain,
able Company's l!"orces in India, Camp, 23rd Regiment N.I. =~

Head Quarters, Simla. ‘ : - _ o
Previous to my embarking on the private Ship, Alacrity, Captain Findlay, for Europe,
* I reccived the following Certificates from the Pay Department and Military Secretary to
Government. . '

(a9) :

Certified that Captain G. B. P. Field, late 23rd Regiment, has received from this Office
his Pay and Batta, &c, up to the 15th April,"1828, inclusive, and at present there are no
demands against him on the books of this Office. . : ‘

Fort William, Pay Office, (Signed) J. MALING,
12th August, 1828. Pay Master.

rr)
Military Accountant’s Office, Fort William
12th August, 1828. o
At the request of Captain Field of the Pension Establishment, he is furnished with this
Memorandum, which states the cause of my baving refused to grant him a Europe Certificate
of last Pay, unless he drew up his arrears to the date of embarkation, as directed in General
Letter from the Homnorable the Court of Directors in the Military Department, dated the
10th of November, 1824, paragraph eight, Captain Field having drawn his arrears only to the

15th April last, .
‘ (Signed) E. MORLEY,
‘ A. M. D.

. 8 §)
T do Certify that on the (ﬂﬁeenth day of August, One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Twenty-Eight, Mr. George Brydges P.[Field, of the Pension Establishment,
late a Captain in the Honorable Company’s Military Service on the Bengal Establishment,
obtained the permission of the Supreme Government to proceed to Europe, embarking for
such purpose on the Private Ship Klacrity, Captain Findlay. :
Given under my hand at Fort William in Bengal, this 15th day of August, 1828,

(Signed) W. CASEMENT,
o : e Lient.-Colonel,
(Signed)  A. HEBERLET, ' ‘ Secretary to Government,
Register. - Military Department.

2r
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Pursuant to the foregoing leave, I embarked on the Private Ship Alacrity,
Captain Findlay, which sailed from Calcutta on the 19th August, and arrived at the Cape of
Good Hope on the 6th of December following; but finding that the Alacrity was likely to be
detained there about two months, I again embarked on the Private Ship Ceres, Commanded
by Captain D. Warren, which sailed from the Cape of Good Hope, bound to England on the
23td December, 1828, and on that morning I received a very extraordinary letter from Lieut.
Birch, Officiating Deputy Judge Advocate General at Meerut, enclosing me a Copy of the
Document connected with the Court of Inquiry, which he had omitted to transmit to me when
he addressed me on the 29th July last, his communication is as follows:

oy ) .

Deputy Judge Advocate General’s Office, Meerut,
: 1st September, 1828,
SIR, : : . ’
I received your letter 14th August this morning, and though this reply will
not reach you probably for a considerable period, I cannot allow myself to pass unnoticed
the extraordinary insinuation thrown out by you as to my having detained a letter which
should have accompanied the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, and other documents,
of which I forwarded a Copy your address. o
2nd.. I now send a Copy of the Letter you intended to allude to, the date is the 26th
and not 16th July, my reason for not having sent it before, was, that I was not certain that
the document tontaining it had been submitted to the Court of Inquiry, and bhad grounds to
conclude it had not. I have even yet some doubt of the document alluded to, though none
whatever of the letter in question having been laid before the Court. .
3rd.. You will perceive by this that any thing rather than intentional negligence was the
cause of this document also not being copied, and such copy transmitted to you ; on re-perusal
to day of the papers connected with the investigation, [ perceive that I skould have forwarded
this also to you; and without hesitation, I beg to express to you my regret that 1 should not
completely have understood the conneclion which would have prevented the certainly unin-
tentional oversight as to the letter you require. ' '
4th. I conceive 1 have now done all that could be expected in reparation of an omission,
which was not the result of intentional negligence, and having so stated my regret, I have to
- ask what grounds you have to venture the insinuation your letter contains?
5th. You must be perfectly aware that I am an entire stranger to you, and that I had no
concern with ‘any part of the circumstances connected with this investigation into your
conduct, I further assure you that 1 am not even personally ucquainted with any one of the
Officers concerned in any part of the Inquiry. .
6th. What motive then could I have for * detaining” as you term it the letter in question ?
It could in no way effect myself, and as I am totally unconcerned and indifferent between all
the parties, you ought to have known better than wantonly to insinuate so mean an action °
on one with whom you never had any acquaintance. . )
7th. As this may reach you after a lapse of much time, T will not kere say all I should
_if you were shortly to receive it. Your circumstances naturally render you more irritable
than perhaps you otherwise would be, and this I allow to be some palliation of your letter.
Sth. But whilst I tell you that 1 despise your insinuation and repel it as totally unfounded,
I would caution you as to allowing yourself to indulge in such insinuations, for their point
will only recoil upon your ownself. o . )
o : I have the honor to be,
SIR, o
Your obedient Servant,
R. J. BIRCH,
Officiating Deputy Judge Advocate General,
Meerut Division.
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Observations on Lient. Birch’s letter of the 1st September, 1828, by G. B. P. Field.

1st. In the second paragraph of the p‘receding letter, Lieut. Birch says, that he ¢ had
ounds to conclude” that the letter I * intended to allude to,” had not been submitted to
the Court of Inquiry, although I bad assured him in my lctter of the 14th August last, that it
kad, and in the same paragraph he states that he has yet some * doubt about it,”
2nd. In the 3rd Paragraph he contradicts himself and acknowledges that he should have
forwarded it, and apologizes for the unintentional oversight. It will appear on the face of my
Jetter that I did attribute the detension of the said letter to a mistake, although it was impos-
for me to tell how that mistake had happened, as the letter alluded to by me had been entered
on the proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, and what grounds Lieut. Birch had to doubt its
connection with that document I am at a loss to comprehend, as the letter alluded to could
not even be lodged in his Office, unless it belonged either to the Proceedings of the Court of
Inquiry or Court Martial, and as he entertained  doubfs” of the matter (which he never com-
municated to me when he forwarded the incomplete Copy) it is a wonder he did not look
at the latter named Proceedings, which would at once have convinced him that it did not
"belong to them, and could only belong to the Court of Inguiry Proceedings.
3rd. In the 4th paragraph he states that he has done all that could be expected in
 yeparalion of an omission.” 1 never asked or wished him to make any reparation, and it will
be seen by my letter, I simply attributed it to a “ mistake,” and at the same time stated  that
““ were any portion of it detained from me that the evident olject of His Excellency the
“ Commander in Chief in granting permission for me to obtain a Copy of the Court of Inguiry
“ Proceedings would be completely defeated.” Surely such a document might be detained from
other causes than the one Lieut. Birch seems to think that I intimated (and which by his own
account of the circumstances has proved to be the case,).and being at the time anxious to
depart from India, I adopted measures that I thought best calculated to insure the success of
my object; namely, that of speedily obtaining a Copy of the Court of Inquiry Proceedings,
the want of which document bad detained me in Calcutta nearly two months.
4th. In the 5th paragraph of his letter he states that he is not personally acquainted with
any one of the Officers, *“ concerned in any part of the Inquiry.”” If Lieut. Birch alludes
to the President and the two Members of the Court of Inquiry (which I suppose he does) I
have only to say that I bave always spoken of them with deference and respect in my public
communications, and even now add, that I conceive three more honorable men could not be
found than those very Gentlemen, who composed the Court of Inquiry, but I do not exactly
comprehend Lieut. Birch’s allusion. .
5th. In the 6th.paragraph he talks of his motives which (of course as I know nothing
of Lieut. Birch) I will readily grant all he says on that subject.
6th. In the 7th paragraph of his public letter, Licut. Birch appears to court a private
altercation with me, wbich I cannot consent to ; he writes, * I will not here say all I should,
. were you shortly to receive it,” .I have not the least objection to hear at some fufure or more
ronvenient period whatever Lieut. Birch has further to say on the subject, but I must decline
entering into any such correspondence with bim at present.
. 7th. Inthe 8th paragraph of his letter he offers me advice, which however, in my humble
opinion, 1 think he should follow himnself, _ , . ’
Remark.—As I conceive Lieut. Birch could not possibly bave obtained the sanction of
any of the Authorities in India, to address me such a public letter, as the one above alluded
to, I considered it a duty that 1 owed to myself, to forward a Copy of the said letter with my
observations thereon, to His Excellency Lord Combermere, whom I am confident could never
approve of the feelings of an unfortunate man like myself being wounded by a young Officer
temporarily officiating in a public Office, and who had received kis Lordship’s orders (through
gle Ad_hqtant General of the Army) to furnish me with a correct Copy of the Court of Inquiry
roceedings,
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The following is a correct Copy of the letter I addressed to His Lordship on the subject.

(au) .
\un Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, 23rd December, 1828..
‘My Lord, . ' , : _
- ' I cannot sufficiently regret being under the necessity of submitting for your
—~t Lordship’s. perusal the Copy of a public letter to my address, just received from Lieut. Birch,
- officiating Deputy Judge Advocate General, at Mecrut, wherein he complains of my having
*Vide (4=p) page thrown out insinuations against him in my *public letter of the 14th August last, a Copy of
lo& which I had the honor to forward to your Lordship on that date, and now beg permission to
amnex another .Copy of the said letter; and at the same’time have humbly to assure your
Lordship, that not the slightest offence whatever was intended by me towards Lieut. Birch
in the aforesaid communication, and am therefore exceedingly sorry he should have sent me
such a public letter, for I cannot suppose he has the sanction of higher Authority to address
me in such a tone. .

It will be seen by the various documents received and forwarded by me, to, and from the
different. authorities, that I made the earliest application to the proper Offices to obtain
.Copies of the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry, and Court Martial, that investigated my
case, for the purpose of submitting the whole of these papers to the Honorable the Court of
Directors, in the humble hope of obtaining the Honorable. Court’s humane consideration of
the circumstances set forth in them ; it will also appear manifest, that I was actually detained
in Calcutta nearly two months, for want of a Copy of the Court of Inquiry Proceedings, and
thereby put to an expence I was little able to bear; that at length I forwarded my papers to
the Honorable the Court of Directors, without an attested Copy of that document; however
just as I was on the eve of my embarkation for Europe, I received an incomplete Copy of the
Court of Inquiry Proceedings from Lieut. Birch, and immediately did myself the honor to
address your Lordship on the subject, and again solicited your Lorship’s kind aid towards
my procuring a perfect Copy of the document in question, but I have respectfully to assure
your Lordship that I have mever in any public letter whatever, attempted to define the
cause of its not having been sent to me sooner; on the contrary I could not account for it;
it might have occurred from a variety of accidental circumstances. Nor did I ever call for,
or require, any explanation of the delay; and the one Lieut. Birch has thought proper to
send me I really do not comprehend, but shall leave it to himself to elucidate.

My sufferings my Lord, are at present very great. Letters like Lieut. Birch’s will not
alleviate them. 1 have already experienced your Lordship’s kindness in granting permission
for my being furnished with a Copy of the Court of Inquiry Proceedings; and though now
far removed from those scenes, and that Station, in which I had spent the greatest portion of
my life ; I still solicit your Lordship’s protection. :

' ) And have the honor to remain

My Lord,
With the highest respect,
To His Excellency the Right Honorable Your Lordship’s most obedient and
Lord Combermere, &c. Commander in very humble Servant,
Chief of His Majesty’s and the Honor- G. B. P. FIELD,

able Company’s Army in India, Bengal, Late Captain of the Bengal Army.
-Calcutta, ’ .
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East India House, 15th May, 1829.

SIR, The Court of Directors of the East India Company, having had under their
consideration the Memorial which you have addressed .to them since your arrival in this
Country, together with your Memorial and the several documents connected .therewith which
have been trapsmitted from India, I am commanded to acqnaint you that the Court has been
under the necessity of declining to comply with your application to be restored to the Service,
and that they have confirmed the Proceedings of the Government of Bengal in your case.

I am, Sir,
, . Your most obedient humble Servant,
To Captain G. B. P. Field. - " (Sigped) P. AUBER, Secretary.

To the Honorable the Court of Directors for the affairs of Ihdia', &c. &c.

Gentlemen, . o 4
1 have been honored with your reply to the Memorial and documents, I did

myself the honor to forward through your Bengal Government, and also on my arrival in this
Country, and lament to Jearn that your Honorable Court are under the necessity of declining
to comply with my solicitation, to be restored to the effective branch of your Honorable
Court’s Service § but as the circumstances of my case, are so peculiarly painful and oppressive,
I most hambly intreat your Honorable Court to pardon this second intrusion, and humanely
to reconsider the great length of my Services; the testimonials of high character 1 have
received, and already produced to your Honorable Court, from some of the greatest Generals
in India; also the nature of the evidence given against me before the Court of Inquiry. and
Court Martial, and which (according to the ablest advice I can procure) does not bear out
the article of accusation contained in the averment of the Charge exhibited on the face of
those Proceedings, also the ruin of myself and family, and I feel persuaded your Honorable
Court will yet arrest the progress of so severe a calamity by graciously condescending to
re-consider my case and grant my humble prayer to be restored to those Duties, and that
Station, in the faithful discharge of which I have spent the greatest portion of my life; and
for such bounty and commisseration I shall feel extremely grateful to your Honorable Court,

And bave the honor to remain,
Gentlemen,
With the greatest respect,
Your most obedient and humble Servant,
Old City Chambers, G. B. P. FIELD,
6th June, 1829, ‘ Bengal Establishment.

SIR East India House, 18th June, 1829,
¢ ]

. . The Court of Directors of the East India Company have had under their
consideration your letter renewing your request to be restored to the effective strength of the
Bengal Army, and I am commanded to acquaint you that the Court see no reason to depart
from the decision which they have already passed upon your case, and they are accordingly
under the necessity of declining to comply with your present application,

I am, Sir,
) : . Your most obedient humble Servant,
To Captain George B. P, Field. (Signed) P. AUBER, Secretary.

2y
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To the Honorable the Court of Directors for the Affairs of India, &c. &c. -

Gentlemen, '

I have been honored with your reply to my letter of the 16th instant, and
regret to learn that your Honorable Court could not depart from your former decision on my
case. Yet I humbly trust your Honorable Court will be so indulgent to an old and faithful
Servant, who has been upwards of twenty-four years in your Honorable Court’s employ, as
to believe it possible that injostice may have been done him, and that amid the many high
concerns that constantly press on the supreme authorities in India, a case of flagrant wrong
done to an unoffending individual may have escaped observation and passed unredressed. On
these grounds I most earnestly and humbly pray that your Honorable Court will do me the
favor to refer the Proceedings of the Court of Inquiry and Counrt Martial (which I did myself
the Honor to forward through your Bengal Government) to Sir John Becket, Judge Advocate
General of His Majesty’s Service, to whose high judgment and experience in Military
tribunals, I am content to submit to, and to abide by his decision on the case.

I have been informed that such has been done by your Honorable Court on similar
occasions, and therefore humbly pray that my case may derive the same impartial benefit.

As I most respectfully re-urge my protest against the proceedings of the Court Martial,
as irregular, and its sentence as erroneous, as also the Evidence on the face of the Proceedings
of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, and which I have been informed would not be
received in any Court of Justice in this country. R

I had indulged a hope that the explanations offered by me to your Honorable Court
would have sufficiently proved that I have been an innocent sufferer throughout. I have not
only been deprived of my situation in your Honorable Court’s Service, but my character has
been severely injured. I have been put to a heavy expence in returning to this Country to
make my appeal to your Honorable Court. I therefore most earnestly entreat that your
Honorable Court will graciously candescend to grant my humble prayer, and refer my unhappy
case to Sir John Becket, and for such indulgence, I shall ever feel grateful to your Honorable
Court. :

: I have the honor to remain,
Gentlemen,
With the greatest respect,
// Your most obedient and very humble Servant,
7ie G. B. P, Field, Captain,
2/ June 1829, ) Bengal Establishment,
: ~

ARCHER, Printer, 26, Tabernacle Walk, Finsbury.
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Easr Inpia Housk,
July 9, 1829.

SIR, :
Having laid before the Court of Directors of the East India Company your Letter

of the 29th ultimo, in which you request that the procee«iings of the Court of Inquiry and of
the Court Martial, held onr you in India, may be referred-to the Judge Advocate General of his
Majesty’s Army.

I have their Commands to acquaint you, that your request is wholly inadmissible.

I am SIR,
_ Your most obedient humble Servant,
. ' . . P. AUBER,
Servetary,

To Captain G. B. P. F1ELD.

Remark.—The above reply from the Honourable the Court of Directors at once
destroyed all hope of obtaining redress, by bringing nry case under the competent revision and
judgment of the Judge Advocate General of his Majesty’s Army. The Court of Directors had

Fans P e ' . N .
». adopted such a measure on a former occasion of similar complaint, and why I should have been

denied the same benefit I am quite at 2 loss to conjecture.



Y0 THE

RIGIIT IIONOURABLE C/THE BOARD OF ‘:CQDINIISS‘IONEBS
’ . FOR THE ’

'AFFAIRS OF INDIA. -

THE PLTITION OF CAPTAIN G. B. P. FIELD, OF BENGAL MILITARY
' ‘ ESTABLISHMENT. '

HomBLY SHEWETH,

That, your -petitioner had: served in the Honourable Company’s Beéngal Military Service .in
India upwards of twenty-four years, during the whole of which period he had the good fortune to -
give satisfaction to all his superiors, which is manifest from the numerous certificates he has
received from general officers, -and others of high rank and distinction, and which are exhiuited in
the accompanying Copy of Printed Decnuments, which he has the honour to lay .before your
Honourable Board. T B ' :

That after such a long course of faithful services, a frivolous charge was preferred against
your Petitioner by the Commanding Officer of his Regiment, and supported by some of the junior
Officers of the said Regiment, who were to derive a great benefit by your Petitioner’s expulsion ;
and whose interest in the result of his Trial by a ‘Court Martial is learly shewn in the above-named
Printed Copy of Documents. . » S

That your Petitioner’s Trial by Court Martial was conducted in the mest illegal and:unpre-
cedented manner, inasmuch as he was not allowed to put a single question 4o the Prosecutor (who
was his accuser), or to produce bis exculpatory documents, or to make his defence in a proper
manner ; independant of all which, the evidence given against him, and exhibited on the face
of the Proceedings of the Court ¢f Inquiry and Cqurt Martial, is of so contradictory a nature, as
to be (in the opinion of the ablest advice your Petitioner could procure) wholly unworthy of
credit: ngr is the article of accusation (even if the evidence was worthy of credit) borne out by
any thing that is adduced on the face of the proceedings.—Vide page 34 to 83, Printed Documents.

That in consequence of the said illegal Trial; your Petitioner came to England to seek redress
from the Honourable the Court of Directors, but regrets to say, that the Honourable Court have
declined taking that view of his nnhappy case, to which he had conceived himself justly entitled.

That your Petitioner had sclicited the Honourable the Court of Directors to be so indulgent
as to refer the proceedings of the said illegal Trial to the official opinion and judgment of the Judge
Advocate General of his Majesty’s Army, Sir John Becket; and that your Petitioner would abide
by the decision of the said competent authority ; but he regrets to say, that the Honourable Court
declined to comply with his reqiest (vide page 111, Printed Documents), although your Petitioner
had been informed that the Hoaourable Court had done so on a former occasion of similar com-

laint. Vo : -
¥ That your Petitioner, feelicg confident that his assertions relative to the said Trial are correct,
he would still feel grateful if a reference to the official opinion of Sir John Becket, could in any
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way be made, as he would cheerfully Abide by it; and which your Petitioner craves leave to
submit to your Honourable Bourd's super\zor judgment, would at once set the question at rest, and
your Petitioner would have no further grounds for complaint.

Your Petitioner further humbly craves leave to observe, that as all Proceedings of India Courts
Martial are sent home, and lodged in Sif John Becket’s office, there would be no difficulty in
referring at once to the original document, should such reference be permitted. '

~_ Bat any mode, whatever your Honoux:ble Board would condescend to sanction, for the fair
and impartial investigation of your Petitiofer’s case, would be ever acknowledged with thanks and
gratitude. And your Petitioner will be evel bound to pray.

] G. B. P. FIELD, Capraix.
Lonpon, 14th October, 1829. | Bengal Establishment.

A

India Board, Nov. 30, 1829,

Sia, T ' :
I have to acknowledge the receipt -of your letter of the 14th ultimo, transmitting to me a
Petition, with other documents therein refered to, addressed to the Commissioners for the affairs
of India. They have been submitted to the Board, and I am directed, in reply, to inform you, that
the Board, having given a careful consideration to the case as laid before them, do not feel them-
selves called upon to interferc with the decision of the Court, ' '
‘ o o ' Iam, Sir, S :
_ "~ Your most obedient humble servant,
_ S ’ G. BANKS, Secretary.
Captain G. B. P. FieLp, : , :
5, Great St. Helens, Bishopsgate.

e

Remark.—The foregoing reply was reccived by me on the Xth instant, and in consequence of
the Honourable Board not feeling themselves called upon to Interfere in my case, I was induced to
address the following letter to the Court of East India Prropietorp, in the hope that a consideration
of the circumstances therein complained of may be afforded me, : ‘ :



TO THE
COURT OF PROPRIETORS OF THE EAST INhIA CﬂMPANY.
’ FOR THE

AFFAIRS OF INDIA.

GENTLEMEN, L _—
1 humbly beg leave to submit to your attention and indulgent consideration, the accom-
anying Printed Copies of Documents relative to my removal from the active branch of the
Jonourable Company’s Military Service ; the reasons which induce me to trouble you in this
manner, may be explained in a few words :— < . L
1 had the honour to serve twenty-four years in the Bengal army, and had the good fortune,
during the whole of that period, to obtain the applause of my superiors (vide documents, page 18
to 12); at length I had the misfortune to be erroneously charged by Lieuteuant Colonel Faithful
{who commanded the Regiment to which I belonged), with endeavouring to escape my share of a
reprimand which he himself had issued to a committee, of which I was president ; and this charge
was made in the most highly-coloured and exaggerated language, and of a tone and tenour foreign
to any thing on military record (vide page 51), a part of which I was acquitted of. - ‘ ‘
A Court of Inquiry was ordered to investigate the circumstances relating to'this charge,
which stated in opinion, that the said circumstances could not be * reconciled or explajned ;” in
consequence of which a Court Martial was assembled ; but the Trial was conducted in a manner,
partial, arbitrary, and illegal, in the following instances, viz. I was not permitted to put a single
question to the prosecutor (who was my accuser also), and whose written documents 1 held in my
hand, which directly hore on the charge ; nor was I even allowed to question. the witnesses to the
full extent I wished : from these illegal circumstances, I- was crippled by the Court in making
my defence, and from eliciting any thing, during the proscution, caiculated to throw light on the
motives of the Prosecutor and his party, or on the subject stated in the charge; and the three
witnesses brought forward by the prosecutor, namely, Captain Dunlop, and Lieutenants Platt and
Smith (three junior officers in the Regiment to myself), swore to whatever they thought would
criminate me most, without even regard to unison of statement ; and their evidence exhibited on
the face of the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial proceedings, I am compelled to state, in self-
defence, is grossly contradictory in its  own shewing, and to which circumstance I respectfully
solicit your attention (vide page 44, Court of Inquiry, No, 26, and page 58, Court Martial),
exhibiting Captain Dunlop’s false evidence (vide page 63), Lieutenant Platt’s evidence, again
contradicting Captain Dunlop, vide Lieutenant Smith’s evidence {Court of Inquiry, page 38,
‘No. 17), diametrically opposite to the evidence he gave at the Court Martial (vide page 64), and
-the whole of the evidence given against me at -the Court of Inquiry and Court Martial, exhibits
the same discrepancy throughout, and is, I conceive, wholly inadmissible. =~ L
The nature of the case was simply this; I_issued an’ order, directing a particular duty to be
pe_rformed by the party composing the committee, and which order was short, clear, and correct
(vide page 55) ; the majority of the committee (Captain Dunlop and Lieutenant Platt) held an
. Opinioa 1n oppesition to the instructions contained in the said order; and on the prosecutor’s
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(Lieutenant Colonel Faithfull) finding fault with the comuittee, these two officers, Captain
Dunlop and Lieutenant Platt, denied that the order was adverted to at.the meeting of the com-.
mittee, and said, with a view to conceal their opposition and ogpinions, that there was * no discus-
sian”’ gn the subject; and this simple denial, and words of ¢ no discussion,” was held up by
Colonel Faithfull as the sum fofal of all my offending, and in oppusition to my official statement
(page 64), as commanding olficer of the detachment, and magnified by him into an enormous
crime, by attaching motives to me which are no where to be found on the face of the proceedings
of the Court of Inquiry and-Court Martial. I have also to observe, that.the said charge (in its
own shewing) is contradictory in its allegations, namely, it ‘avers that my private note of the
16th of July, to the Adjutant, was written to exonerafe myself from censure (that is the reprimand
sent to the committee by Lieutenant Colonel Faihfull), and dated the 22d of July (vide charge,
page 51, and the letter eonveying the reprimand, page 58), whereas the said private note was
evidently written to the Adjutant long before Lieutenant Colonel Faithfull thought of his repri-
. mand: how, therefore, could it be to exonerate myself from that reprimaud, which, at the time

I wrote my private note, had not even been vontemplated by the-prosecutor-? - I-had fully done my
duty, by issuing my detachment order, which at once adverted to the point disputed by the two
witnesses, who have refused to acknowledge such dispute, and have given the most contradictory
‘evidence possible on the face of the two investigations, and have said and mnsaid the circumstance
of their reading and referring to niy detachment order at the period alluded 10 in the charge. -1
‘was bound, by all military rule, to adhere to the votes of the majority of ‘the committee, however
incorrect such votes might be; and the witnesses have shewn that they did actually vote an
‘opinion opposite Lo the instructions conveyed in my detachment order, which I publisbed only
‘the day before, It is also made a part of the charge against-me, that I did ot repart the votes of
‘the witnesses dissenting from my order, although'itis well known by every military man of the
‘least experience, that it is not'the usage of the service to do so, either at Committees, Conrts-of
Inquiry, or Courts Martial. There is nu order or regulation to that effect extant; had there been
any, 1 might justly have been accused.of disobeying it ; but this circumstance too is also made an
instrument of accusation against me by the prosecutor. \

At the third meeting of the Committee it will be seen by Lieutemant Smith’s evidence that
1 again opposed Captain Dunlop’s opinion, but here I am sorry again to be compelled to point out
‘the falseness of Lieutenant Smith’s evidence, he declared at the Court of Inquiry, that 1 opposed
the opinion of Captain Dunlop, Dbefore I sent for the Order Book, to convince hiw .of his error
{vide page 38,) and ut the Court Martial, he contradicted himself, (page 6i) and swore that I did
Tiot give an opinion before the Order Book came, in fact his evidence throughout is as false ns the
‘other witnesses, and a note of his, produced at the Court of Inquiry, (page\d7 No. 6,) sufficiently
explains his motives and interest in the investigation. .- .

'I have stated in a memorial to the Honourable Court of Directors, thatiI was pressed by the
Prosecutor, and others in the Regiment to purchase Major Cock out of it, fof the sake of a general
benefit, (page 25, No. 16, and page 26, No. - 18.) ‘that I.declined making such.purchase, as.I have
always un-erstood it was contrary to the rules “of the service, to purchase promotion and .such
réfusal, I firmly believe, was the cause of the charge being brought against -‘me by the -prosecutor
and his party. :

It “l')ill_ ")tr)e seen that ‘Lieutenant Colonel Faithful at oue stage of the husiness submitted the
‘case to the opinion of Brigadier Vanrienan, commanding ‘the district (page 32,) who pronounced
the whole of the matter to be frivolous, to which decision Lieutenant Colonel Fatthful conssnéed and
‘wrote me that it was all finally 'settled (page 25, No. 17,) couching his letter interms of friendship
and sincerity 4t the very period he was meditating my ‘ruin, for in a very few dqys after he wrotea
letter to Major General Sir Thomds' Reynell, levelling the most abusive language at me, (page 33,)
the General also ‘pronéunced ‘the business to be :frivolous, but from the abusive language used
‘against ' me by Lieaveniant' Colonel Faithful, the General ordered a Court of Iuguiry to investigate
“the subject of sach letter, when the prosecutor produced the witnessess alluded to, whom : he well
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in the babis of disobeying my orders, (vide page 91,) and had been constantly wranglin
::“:}:v :;2"01: points of duty, l:e? aﬂo {new that I bad no witness to defend myselfyfrom gthei%
assertlone; owing ta the privacy of the case, under these unfair circumstances I was brought to a
trial that was illegally conducted, and the evidence given against me by the prosecutor’s party
of witniesses, false in its own showing, I was prevented by the Court from putting any question
to the prosecutor, debarred from producing my exculpatory documents, and hindered from making
ence in & proper manner. - . . ) _

"y dletf might notp bepimlimper also to remark, that the President of t}}e Court Martial, Lieutenant
Colonel Weston, was a person of no experience whatever, and otherwise unfit to have been Presi-
dent of & General Court Martial, and was invalided very shortly after my trial. This circum~
stance was even noticed to me by a celebrated General Officer, with whom I conversed with on the
subjert, since my arrival in England, and in whose division Lieutenant Colonel Westoq “had
gerved, whilst the General was in India. This, Gentlemen is not declamation but fact, and if ne-
cessary, I will prove the circumstance o your entire satisfaction. 1t will also be seen, that four-
fifths of the members of the Court Martial were junior to myself in the service, (page 50), a cir-
cumstance which never occurred in India before, to all which, must be attributed, the illegal errors
that were committed during the trial, and on the strength of the exparty, and false evidence ex-
hibited on the face of the Court of Inquiry and. Court Martial proceedings the said Court, (al-
though they acqutted me of the worst part of the prosecutor’s charge, namely, that of being
“ malicious”), they most cruelly and unjustly discharged me from the Service, and I was after-
wards placed on the Pension List by Lord Combermere, ,

Let me intreat of you, Gentlemen, to examine the charge thoroughly, and I feel confident, you
will acknowledge it to be nothing more than an interested and shameful insinuation of the prose-
cutor’s agaipst my character. I have said, that no such motives have been proved against me,
but let me ask you, Gentlemen, what law or precedent is there in existance, for making out im-
putations against the secret motives and intentions of a man; to my knowledge, it is not sanction-
ed by any British Law, Civil, or Military, the motives of human actions have always been cons
sidered to be beyond the reach of human tribunals. Yet the,charge against me is intirely built
up by the prosecutor’s attaching motives to my conduct, and which circumstance is noticed by
" Brigadier é)anrenan, in his letter of Instructions to the Court of Inquiry, (page 34). Is this
justice, Gentlemen? will my past conduct and character attested by celebrated General Officers
not outweigh such wicked insinuations? is a man after having faithfully and honourably served
his Country and his Government for upwards of twenty-four Years, and endured the heat and toil
of suchi a climate as India, to have the fair fruits of his honest labonr dashed from his grasp? and
sacrificed together with his wife and children, merely to gritify the insatiable thirst for promo-
tion, I was the Senior Captain 'of my Regiment, and the next for a majority, but because I
would not pnrchase the majority from Major Cock, this cruel and destructive charge was trumped
up against me, by the party concerned, too manifestly for the purpose of obtaining, as Lieutenant
Bean calls it, * a desirable step in the Regiment,” (page 26, No. 18), the whole art of such an
accusation intirely exists in catching a man by himself, and then asserting any thing the party
pleases ; but had Military Law, and the regulations of the Service been adverted to in my case, I
should have been protected from this shameful attack. The character of a Commanding Officer
had hitherto been held sacred, both in his Majesty’s and the Honourable Company’s Service,
from such attempts on the part of junior Officers, under his command, two cases of which I
had given, (page 98,) but in my case, a very different course was pursued, I was placed
In arrest, prevented from giving my testimony on oath, and condemned because the pri-
vacy of the matter precluded the possibility of my producing any thing but presumptive
proof, that proof I have shewn to be entirely in my favour, without even nameing the
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prevarication, and falseness of the witnesses, which of itself, ought to be sufficient to acquit me
of a frivolous and inferrential charge, but the Court Martial paid not the least attention to these
circumstances, and how His JExcellency Lord Combermere came to confirm such illegal and
unprecedented proceedings I cannot take upon me to say, but there can be no barm in my stating
one positive fact, which is, that his Lordship’s confirmation of the said trial was at total variance
with his own orders, on the subject of Courts Martial, (vide page 49), wherein he had dismissed
two Native Officers without even a Trial, because they gave a different evidence at the Court
Martial to what they gave at a Court of Inquiry: The witnesses, at my trial, have done exactly the
same thing, and which I trust, Gentlemen, your humanity will take into consideration. _

I pow trust, Gentlemen, I have succeeded beyond the shadow of a doubt in proving to you
the circumstances above stated, and to which, I solicit your indulgent consideration, such being
actually the case I do presume to hope that you will acknowledge the reasonableness of my com-
plaints, and if they are reasonable, I feel confident that your sense of justice will lead you to redress
the cruel wrongs, and unprovoked injuries, I have suffered and that, (as I believe) it is within your
power to assist a fellow creature whose sufferings have been so unparrelled and so unmerited), you
will out of your humanity and goedness, either induce the Honourable Court of Directors to re-
store me to the active branch of their service, or adopt such other measure, as in your superior wis-
dom may be conducive to such restoration, and for such an act of Charity and justice, I shall ever
feel myself grateful. ,

I have the honour to remain,
. GENTLEMEN,
With the greatest respect,
Your most obedient humble servant.
G. B:.P. FIELD, Caprarn.
- Bengal Establishment,
"December, 1829. .
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