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PREFACE. 

WE in England have been so long unaccustomed to 

any threat of' an invasion, or to the idea that our 

country might ever be made a theatre of war, that 

we have begun to regard such a possibility as almost 

chimerical It was, howev.', but in the beginning of 

this century that this country was seriously threatened, 

and the gravest apprehoosions were entertained as to 

our national safety. It has been my .endeavour in 

the following pages to trace the history of 'the various 
• invasions or attempts at invasion th~t have been made 

against England, and to deduce from a study of the 

conditions under which they were either successful or 

the reverse, the probabilities of another successful 

descent up~>n our shores. In a work of this nature 

it is necessary to avoid either that too great confi

dence which sometimes results from an overweening 
- . 

patriotism, or the wild terror which may be nurtured 
b 
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by an alarmist. I have endeavoured to steer a just 

and even course, equally rem~ved from both of these 

extremes. Yet a careful and, I truly believe, an 

impartial consideration of all the circumstances under 

which invasions of our island have been attempted, 

carried out, or averted, leads to the belief that 

sufficient means have as yet not been developed for 

insuring our security against inv~sion from abroad. 
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