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PREFACE. 

THERE is, I think, a strong tendency in the present. 
day to pursue the threads of knowledge separately. It is 
on the whole a wholesome tendency, though it sacrifices 
breadth and variety of acquisition to thoroughness in 
each department. A herd of specialists is rising up, 
each master of his own subject, but absolutely ignorant 
and careless of all that is going on around him in 
kindred studies. The man who has turned his mind to 
various pursuits, and has endeavoured to embrace in his 
view many fields of research, is even looked upon with 
suspicion, instead of respect, and presumed to be inac
curate in each of the particular fields which occupy 
so many special students exclusively. 

I fear that this separation is being carried out beyond 
its legitimate or useful degree even in the separation 
of secular and religious subjects, of intellectual and 
moral studies. To take the most signal example: In 
the Roman Catholic Church it is an avowed principle 
that theology is the only necessary science for the edu
cation of a priest, that this theology, far from being en
lightened, is likely to be endanger:ed by secular knowl
edge. On the other hand, the scientist generally stands 
aloof from theology, and too often expresses his con
tempt for it as a non-progressive science, or if he be of 
a better moral fibre, and acknowledges the weight and 
importance of religion, he is ready to accept, as a mere 
layman, wha~ his pastor or other clerical adviser may 
teach. 

The result is a loss of breadth on the theological side, 
iii 
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a loss of seriousness (in the moral sense) on the scien
tific side. In both there is the increasing tendency 
to thrust aside or forget the great unifying principle 
of all our life and knowledge - that all our thought, all 
our science, all our history, all our speculation of every 
kind, nay, even all the vast complex of worlds in which 
myriads of other beings may be prosecuting similar in
quiries-these are the product or the outcome of the de
sign of one Almighty God, who has created the world 
according to his infinite wisdom, and rules it according 
to his infinite goodness. A recognition of this great fact 
on our part is the proper link or common ground of all 
the various and minute special researches we may make 
into the laws of the universe, or the history of any part of 
it. Nay, more, it is the proper defence, the only defence 
we can make, if we are checked by the warning that in 
the few years vouchsafed to us on this earth we have no 
right to spend one moment of our precious time upon 
things of no eternal import; that the study of religion 
and our future condition under the providence of God 
is our only proper employment. We can reply in 
the most thorough earnest that the exclusive study of 
what we have separated and called moral or religious 
science is not the best way to promote that very science. 
The most remarkable illustrations, the most powerful 
vindications of God's' providence, are found in probing 
the secrets of the laws of nature, the varieties in the 
course of human history. Here we may see working in 
practice what we learn from our theology in theory, and 
if in our feebleness and blindness 'we are unable to 
accommodate all the phenomena of science or of history 
to these laws, surely the worst way out of the difficulty 
is to ignore it, to shut our eyes to the facts, instead of 
using them to correct or enlarge our theory. 
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It is for these reasons that what may be called the 
Chautauqua idea of starting from the knowledge and 
love of God as a great first principle, and passing from it 
into the broadest and most various survey of human 
knowledge as such, is not only the highest, but the only 
true method of general education. But it is part and 
parcel of this method that the student need not perpetu
ally be reminded of it. He must have his hours of 
special and absorbing study when he is engrossed in the 
special branch he has in hand, and when he need 
not, and cannot, be constantly dwelling upon the great 
idea which underlies all his life and work. Just as a dili
gent man of business, whose faith and trust in God are 
strong and clear, must nevertheless 'plunge into daily 
affairs and do worldly work which absorbs him for hours 
in the day, while the thought of God retires into 
the depths of his soul-the silent influence which, 
without being constantly recalled into consciousness, 
nevertheless orders his thoughts and protects him from 
temptations to fraud or selfishness-so the student 
of this history or any other branch of knowledge ought 
to pursue it with all his heart and search it out as such, 
secure if he reverts to the first baSis of all knowledge and 
concludelil that all the phen.omena he has examined are 
instances of laws established by the great Creator of the 

. world. For the God reveaIed:' to us is no oriental 
despot, who is content to see his slaves perpetually 
occupied in watching and praising their master, thus 
neglecting all other duties. He has rather set them 
to gain more knowledge with the talents intrusted. to 
them, to push their way into the secrets of his wisdom 
with all the diligence, all the accuracy, all the devotion 
to this work of which they are capable; and if such a 
servant, intent upon his lawful work, fails to look up and 
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see that the Master is present, may not such a fault be 
pardoned by him who has ordained that labour is honour
able anq zeal a moral duty? " Whatsoever thine hand 
findeth to do, do it with all thy might." 

These considerations justify a very common feeling 
among literary men, who do not regard the question be
fore us so seriously. Even il\ works of fiction, they say, 
it is a defect and an injury to the intentions of the 
teacher if his moral be drawn too plainly; if he not only 
shows his characters and their adventures to the reader, 
but also tells him what lessons that re~der is expected to 
draw from the narrative. The greatest moral teachers 
even in fiction are those who give us the truest and most 
striking pictures of human life and have left all moral 
inferences to work their own way with the reader. Such 
is the subtle but powerful teaching in .tEschylus, Shakes
peare, Scott, in fiction, and in true history there is 
no more signal example than the Gospel narratives of 
our Lord's passion, where not a single refl~ction or ad
vice from the writer mars the dignity and the pathos of 
the narrative. 

The same great principle may be applied in smaller 
and less important work. It is on the whole better for 
me to draw a picture of Greek civilization as it was, and. 
as it aspired to be, without laying stress, .during our 
progress, on the contrasts of the culture of intellect .with
out moral forces to balance it, to that which has received 
the powerful support of Christianity. It is not easy ~ven 
to guess what changes this great moral force would have 
made in Greek culture had it been applied during its 
most brilliant days. Christianity has hitherto been· 
powerless to affect some brilliant societies, though it has 
worked a great reformation in the world. The Italian 
states in the Renaissance of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
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centuries were" torn by all the vices and crimes which 
Thucydides describes as rife in the warring Greek 
republics. Machiavelli's idea of politics seems to have 
advanced in no way upon Aristotle's, from a moral 
point of view. Nay, even in the present day, on the 
very skirts of civilization and in countries once en
dowed with humanity arid culture, there are atrocities 
committed such as we might only expect from the 
savages of Central Africa. "" In the very centre, in the 
very forefront of civilization do we not see greed, 
ambition, international jealousy urgingtlleighbour nations 
to cast aside every moral, every Christian consideration, 
and to draw the sword in support of "national objects, 
which every honest man'in either nation would disavow 
as base and unworthy in any private transaction? So 
far one might be tempted to say that the teaching of 
Christianity has made, alas! but little difference. 

On the other hand, it cannot be denied that, in this 
century at least, there is a moderation in the practice 
of war among Christian nations, which did not exist in 
old Greek days. Not that there were then wanting men 
quite modem in their humanity; but the average has 
been raised; the opinion of the majority, of common men 

",and women, is more humane since the preaching of the 
Gospel. On the other hand, it is quite possible that an 
earlier diffusion of Christianity might have stopped the 
great artistic development which has left so many per
manent traces upon our life. Polytheism, with Greeks 
living und~r it, produced far finer results in art than 
Christianity, with Italians striving to glorify it on canvas 
and in stone. At all events, we should never have 
learned what was possible for the hu~an intellect apart 
from revelation, and what flaws and faults adhere to the 
highest manifestations of that intellect, had we not be-
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fore us the example of both the greatness and the small
ness of Greek civilization. 

But it is indeE;d an idle speculation to consider what 
would or would not have happened had God ordered 
the world's history otherwise than he has done. One 
weighty utterance is sufficient for us: "When the ful
ness of time was come God sent forth His Son." If, 
therefore,' the world required preparation for that cardi
nal turning point, if a certain condition of ripeness 
was required for the proper acceptance of the Gospel 
by man, then the history which I have written in 
this volume is probably a . most vital and important 
step in. that preparation, perhaps hardly less important 
than that Law 'C which was our schoolmaster to bring us 
unto Christ." For that Law affected Qnly the chosen 
people, whereas Hellenic culture affected the world. 

The reader will find this topic discussed in my final 
chapter, so that I need not enlarge upon it here. It is 
enough to remind him that he is not about to study 
a work of mere secular import, and only of use or inter- . 
est to a worldly man ; the whole of these rich and varied 
antecedents to the establishment of that Christian cul
ture which is the highest ideal we possess of life upon 
this earth are well worth the study of every ,intelligent 
man and woman. To such it is not only a privilege, 
but a duty, "to search all things, to try all things, ". in 
order that they may "hold fast that which is good." 

Trinity College, Dublin, 
lllarcA, I8¢. 
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